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A 28-year-old construction worker from Elmwood was transported by air ambulance to a hospital in Hamilton on Wednesday after falling from a crane platform and suffering a head injury at a construction site behind 
Elmira Pet Products. He’s employed by Canadian Crane Rentals, which is working on an addition at the plant. The Ministry of Labour is investigating. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

CONSTRUCTION SITE FALL LEADS TO EMERGENCY FLIGHT

Hahn cleared by audit committee
Woolwich councillor won’t face further legal action as MECAC opts to end review process

New evidence suggesting con-
taminants on an Elmira chemical 
plant are worse than first identified 
should compel the province to issue 
more cleanup orders for the site, says 
a community watchdog group.

The Chemtura Public Advisory 
Committee wants Woolwich council 
to press for more action from the 
Ministry of the Environment, argu-
ing a new study shows pollutants 
are leaching from the site into the 
Canagagigue Creek.

In a presentation to councillors 
Tuesday night, CPAC member Gra-
ham Chevreau said the new data sug-
gest the province should revisit deals 
with the chemical producer that date 
back almost 25 years. 

The Chemtura site is subject to an 
MoE control order to remediate pol-
luted groundwater under the terms 
of a 1991 agreement and follow-up 
settlement deal in 1993 between the 
ministry and what was then Uniroyal 
Chemical. 

“The agreement also bound the 
Ministry of the Environment not to 
issue any further control orders to 
the Company for remedial work ‘un-
less new evidence of the nature or 

New evidence 
demands further 
cleanup orders 
be directed at 
Chemtura, says 
watchdog group

STEVE KANNON
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STEVE KANNON

Woolwich councillor Scott 
Hahn won’t face legal action 
over his election expenses, as an 
audit committee opted Thursday 
not to send the case to a prosecu-
tor.

The majority of the seven-
member Municipal Election 
Compliance Audit Committee  
(MECA) voted to consider the 
matter closed. The split was 6-1.

The decision came as a relief 

to Hahn, who has spent the last 
few months on tenterhooks as 
his election filings were first 
reviewed by MECAC and then 
referred to an auditor. He grew 
visibly more relaxed as successive 
committee members spoke in fa-
vour of ending the matter rather 
than referring it to the courts.

“I was nervous. Who wouldn’t 
be?” he said of his emotions go-
ing into Thursday morning’s 
hearing. “I am relieved now.”

Dan Holt, the Elmira resident HAHN | 4

who first challenged Hahn’s elec-
tion expense statement, did not 
share the same opinion of the 
outcome.

“It shows the system doesn’t 
work,” he said of MECAC’s de-
cision. “The whole system is 
designed to protect the elected 
officials.”

He questioned the purpose of 
having expense reporting rules 
under the Municipal Elections 
Act if they aren’t going to be en-
forced.

“The law is meaningless. Why 
have it all? They should just get 
rid of it.”

Most of the MECAC members, 
however, decided Hahn’s con-
traventions weren’t significant 
enough to warrant action, agree-
ing the Ward 1 councillor wasn’t 
hiding anything. Rather, he had 
been ignorant of the rules, guilty 
of poor paperwork after the elec-
tion.
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extent or both of the con-
tamination is revealed,’” 
he said. 

“CPAC contends that the 
nature and extent of the 
Chemtura site contamina-
tion is significantly worse 
than the situation defined 
at the time of the agree-
ment.” 

A study done for CPAC 
this summer shows very 
high DDT levels in sedi-
ment downstream from the 
plant, as well as dioxins and 
furans not mentioned in 
the agreement. 

“The nature and extent of 
the contamination from the 
Chemtura site compels the 
Ministry of the Environ-
ment to issue new control 
orders to Chemtura,” said 
Chevreau in his presenta-
tion.

Under the terms of the 
settlement between the 
MoE and what was then 

Uniroyal Chemical, the 
province is to pay half of 
the annual cost of operat-
ing the treatment system, 
up to $1.2 million, adjusted 
for inflation.

Chevreau estimated the 
deal has cost Ontario tax-
payers $36.5 million to date.

Taxpayers have spent all 
that money, “yet still have 
a hazardous waste site that 
leaks into the creek.”

CPAC asked council 
to include a call for new 
cleanup orders in a letter 
to be sent to the ministry. 
While expressing sup-
port for the idea, council 
opted to refer the matter 
to the new environmental 
committee the township 
formed when it opted to 
disband CPAC to entice the 
MoE and Chemtura back to 
the meeting table. CPAC’s 
term ends August 31. Two 
new committees with less 
public participation will 

take its place, the Remedia-
tion Advisory Committee 
(RAC), which will be the 
CPAC’s direct substitute, 
and a Technical Advisory 
Group (TAG).

Coun. Mark Bauman 
pushed for the matter to be 
referred to TAG for further 
study before taking any 
action.

“I don’t want to jump 
to assumptions,” he said, 
noting that CPAC’s study 
does strongly suggest there 
are more problems. “The 
evidence that they have is 
compelling.”

For Coun. Patrick Merli-
han, it’s important to keep 
pressure on the ministry to 
do more about the contami-
nants that first precipitated 
a drinking water crisis in 
Elmira in 1989.

“This has been dragging 
on for 25 years. We do want 
answers for our citizens on 
this.”

CPAC: More problems than originally identified
FROM | COVER

As CPAC winds down, longstanding concerns remain
More studies needed to find scope of new contaminants, confirm that 2028 deadline will be missed, group tells council

STEVE KANNON

New testing having 
shown elevated levels of 
contaminants downstream 
from Chemtura plant in El-
mira, local officials are not 
only concerned that toxins 
are leaching offsite but are 
again questioning whether 
the chemical producer can 
meet the 2028 deadline for 
cleaning the town’s aquifer.

While the company has 
for years maintained it 
could meet the timeline, it 
has recently acknowledged 
current remediation efforts 
– pumping water from the 
aquifer underneath Elmira 
and treating it for contami-
nants – aren’t likely to suc-
ceed on their own.

That’s long been the posi-
tion of the Chemtura Public 
Advisory Committee, the 
environmental watchdog 
group whose term expires 
at the end of the month, 
to be replaced by a more 
company-friendly arrange-
ment cooked up by Mayor 
Sandy Shantz. Both the cur-
rent township council and 
its predecessor, however, 
have also expressed doubts 
about the deadline date.

Addressing council for 

the final time last week, 
CPAC members encouraged 
the township to keep press-
ing both Chemtura and the 
Ministry of the Environ-
ment for action on the pol-
lutants on and near the site.

Ron Campbell, a CPAC 
member whose business is 
remediation of contaminat-
ed properties, said the pace 
of progress since cleanup 
began two decades ago in-
dicates there is little chance 
it will be done in another 13 
years.

“It’s a monumental task.”
Chemtura has been using 

a pump-and-treat process 
to remove a pair of toxins 
– NDMA (nitrosodimethyl-
amine) and chlorobenzene 
– from the former drinking 
water aquifers underneath 
Elmira. Discovery in 1989 
of the carcinogenic NDMA 
precipitated the water crisis 
in Elmira, leading to the 
construction of a pipeline 
from Waterloo, which sup-
plies the town with water to 
this day.

An MoE control order 
sets out the company’s 
responsibility for dealing 
with the contaminants in 

the municipal aquifers, 
with a deadline of 2028. 
More than two decades past 
the start of the crisis, CPAC 
is worried the timeline 
won’t be met, calling for 
provincial intervention. It 
wants the company to re-
move contaminated source 
material rather than simply 
treating the groundwater.

A CPAC-commissioned 
study that found elevated 
levels of DDT in the 
Canagagigue Creek down-
stream of the chemical 
plant – 20 to 2,900 times 
higher than the applicable 
Ontario Maximum Al-
lowable Concentration 
standards – is an indica-
tion pollutants are migrat-
ing offsite, said Graham 
Chevreau, a CPAC member 
and a professional chemist 
who drafted the report ta-
bled earlier this month. He 
called for a comprehensive 
study of the problem areas, 
something far more exten-
sive than has been done 

to date, pointing to a site 
at Pine River in St. Louis, 
Michigan, home to a 52-
acre parcel once occupied 
by the Michigan Chemical 
Corporation, and later Vel-
sicol Chemical Company, 
where the contamination 
issues were much the same.

“You can’t design a solu-
tion until you define the 
problem,” he said, noting 
the company and the min-
istry have been reluctant to 
do so.

Pointing out that the 
province’s own guide to eat-
ing sports fish warns about 
fish caught downstream 
of Chemtura, he said that 
speaks volumes compared 
to the MoE’s stance in El-
mira.

“That is a pretty good 
indication that something 
is going on.”

For its part, Chemtura 
maintains the situation is 
not as grave as CPAC paints 
it to be.

“Chemtura has been 

aware of the issue of down-
stream contamination with 
DDT and dioxins for many 
years. Our approach has 
been to first investigate and 
understand the sources of 
these contaminants, and 
then remediate any source 
areas that were found. In 
the mid 1990s, we deter-
mined conclusively that 
these contaminants are not 
transported by groundwa-
ter due to their hydropho-
bic properties, but rather 
by erosion of on-site con-
taminated soils with depo-
sition as sediment further 
downstream in the creek 
environment. CPAC seems 
to have completely missed 
this point,” Jeff Merriman, 
Chemtura’s manager of en-
vironmental remediation, 
said in a written statement 
to councillors. 

“We do not believe, how-
ever, that the lack of evi-
dence so far means that we 
shouldn’t investigate fur-
ther. In fact, Chemtura has 
prepared an “East Side Sur-
ficial Soil and Groundwater 
Investigation Work Plan” to 
examine the possibility that 
contaminants in the soil or 
shallow water on the east-
ern or southern boundaries 
of our property could be 
impacting creek sediments 
at the present time. We are 
confident that with the in-
formation gained from this 
sampling project, a defini-
tive, data-driven statement 
can be made on this topic. 
If ongoing contamination is 
found to be moving into the 
creek environment, Chem-
tura will address the matter 
appropriately.”

Even as Woolwich council replaces CPAC with a new format, concerns remain about toxins on and offsite at the Chemtura plant in Elmira. [FILE PHOTO]
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Dr. Paul Shutsa’s office Elmira Family Dental
is pleased to announce that

Dr. Ryan Shugg has joined our dental practice
and he is accepting new patients. 

An Elmira resident 
who’s been following the 
election expense woes that 
have landed half of Wool-
wich council in hot water 
has a few suggestions for 
local officials. Well, 10 of 
them, in fact, applicable to 
ongoing provincial discus-
sions about reform of the 
Municipal Elections Act 
(MEA).

Richard Clausi has sat 
through the Municipal 
Election Compliance Audit 
Committee (MECAC) hear-
ings for Coun. Scott Hahn 
and Mayor Sandy Shantz, 
and followed the court 
bids for the reinstatement 
of both Shantz and Coun. 
Mark Bauman, both re-
moved from office for fail-
ing to file proper expense 
reports.

“As we know, half of this 
council have had encoun-
ters of the worst kind with 
the MEA. As we move for-
ward into the future, it is a 
good idea to examine the 
problems and try to under-
stand what went wrong so 
we do not repeat past mis-
takes,” he said in address-
ing councillors August 25.

“As often happens, 
people defensively blame 
the MEA for being ‘grey’ 
and ‘confusing.’ And vague. 
I respectfully suggest that 
the requirements of the 
MEA are clear and under-
standable for almost all 
candidates in Ontario. Any 
‘grey’ is an optical illusion, 
and in the eyes of the be-
holder.”

Clausi pointed to 
Shantz’s case as proof 
the system needs more 
transparency and account-
ability. He argued the audit 
committee should not have 
accepted revised, after-
the-fact paperwork from 
the mayor, who missed the 

When Christa Allison 
was a teenager, her hear-
ing started to fail. Doctors 
couldn’t explain it, but the 
hair cells in her inner ear 
stopped functioning prop-
erly, causing significant 
hearing loss.

“Hearing loss is associ-
ated with age, but what 
happened in my case is 
that basically you have 
little hairs in your ears, this 
is the way it was explained 
to me, it’s called sensorial, 
and so you have these little 
hairs in your ears that al-
low you to have sound, and 
mine just started falling 
over, for whatever reason,” 
Allison, a lifelong resident 
of Elmira, explained. “So 

A big aid to hearing
After years of hearing loss, cochlear implant allows 
Elmira woman to re-experience the sounds of her world 

SCOTT BARBER the hairs just fell over, over 
time and I went deaf.”

In her early 20s she start-
ed wearing hearing aids in 
both ears, and they made a 
big difference in her life for 
over a decade.

But by her early 30s, the 
aids were no longer work-
ing.

“The biggest sort of mis-
conception with people 
who are hearing impaired, 
is that people say ‘turn 
your hearing aid up, turn 
them up, turn them up,’” 
Allison explained, noting 
that not all hearing impair-
ments relate simply to the 
volume of sound. “You 
could turn them up as loud 
as a jet engine and I still 
wasn’t going to understand 
what they were saying.”

By the time Allison got a 
referral to an ear, nose and 
throat specialist at London 
University Hospital, she 
was down to just four per 
cent hearing, even with 
her hearing aids. She had 
spent years moving up the 
ladder to bigger and big-
ger aids, but it was clear to 
her and her husband Chris 
that they needed to look at 
other options.

Fortunately, through 
LUH’s cochlear implant 
program, Allison was able 
to undergo a series of tests 
and interviews that led to 
her placement on a waiting 
list for a cochlear implant.

In July of this year, her 
name was up, and she 

Woolwich resident 
urges reform in wake 
of council election 
expense woes

STEVE KANNON filing deadline. The town-
ship, he added, should have 
taken some action when 
Shantz went to court to 
seek reinstatement instead 
of having just one side rep-
resented before the judge.

“Imagine a courtroom 
with a prosecutor and a 
defence lawyer with this 
wrinkle – the prosecu-
tor is told ‘do not present 
evidence, do not present 
factum or testimony from 
the complainant and, by 
the way, be totally neutral 
and say nothing.’ Unbeliev-
able, yet that is what this 
council instructed their 
lawyers to do when two of-
fending councillors applied 
for reinstatement. With no 
counterpoint, there was 
no due process, and the 
judge ruled the only way he 
could: reinstatement. For 
sports fans, this is called 
throwing the game,” he 
said. Taking an active role 
in such cases was among 
the recommendations he 
submitted.

Reviewing the court 
documents, Clausi noted 
Shantz claimed she submit-
ted an audited statement 
to MECAC on June 29 even 
though committee mem-
bers seemed to be getting 
the document just prior to 
a July 2 hearing.

“Are you telling me that 
you perjured yourself?” he 
asked Shantz.

Clearly taken aback, 
Shantz said the date given 
to the court was an error, 
one she raised with her 
lawyer who was to talk to 
the judge about it.

Among Clausi’s other 
recommendations are that 
staff in the clerk’s office 
receive more training prior 
to each election and that 
instruction sessions for 
prospective councillors, 
especially first-time candi-
dates, be made mandatory.

Ashley Jeffries repre-
sented the Wellesley Fall 
Fair at the Canadian Na-
tional Exhibition on August 
23, securing first-runner up 
in a competition of 78 am-
bassadors.

The 18-year-old wasn’t 
expecting to come away 
with second place, despite 
making it through the semi-
final and final rounds.

“I was very surprised, 
to be quite honest,” Jef-
fries said. “I didn’t think I 
was going to make the top 
seven. I was told by another 
contestant that I had a good 
walk and speaking voice. 
A few people came up to 
tell me that between semi-
finals and finals, but I just 
thought those were people 
being nice. I didn’t really 
think anything of it.”

For her speech she talked 
about how her agricultural 
community has shaped 
her work ethic. She spoke 
about how her first job was 
mucking stalls at a barn and 
how it gave her the desire to 
push through adversity be-
cause sometimes you don’t 
want to be mucking stalls or 
throwing hay, but you keep 
pushing on. 

“I decided this summer 
to go tree planting for seven 
weeks, and definitely the 
work that I’ve done at the 
barn that I worked at for 
three years, and also help-
ing my neighbours’ farms 
really taught me a lot about 
pushing through when 
you thought you couldn’t 
continue anymore and that 
even though work isn’t 
glamorous it still needs to 
be done and someone’s got 
to do it,” Jeffries explained. 
“That really encouraged me 
to keep going when I didn’t 
think I could plant another 

Wellesley Fair 
ambassador’s 
second place 
finish at CNE 
competition

WHITNEY NEILSON

AMBASSADOR | 22HEARING |28

Elmira’s Christa Allison says her hearing is “100 per cent” better after receiving a cochlear implant earlier this summer.   
[SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]
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Store Made
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Smoked Pork 
Loin Chops

Store Made Deli Sliced 

Ham and 
Bacon Loaf 

Store Made We have your Long 
Weekend BBQ and 

Back to School food 
ready to go!

Store Made 12 x 6 oz. 

Roadhaus 
Burgers

SUPER SPECIAL Store Made 

Bacon Ends or 
Chopped Bacon
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Pork Sausages
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$4.79
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$3.99 /lb.

$2.99
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$5.99 /lb.

$3.99
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$6.49 /lb.

$3.79

“I don’t believe there was 
any intent in covering up,” 
said committee chair Carl 
Zehr, sharing the general 
assessment that the poor 
expense reporting had no 
impact on the election.

 “That would not have 
changed. Period.”

That sentiment was 
shared by Larry Aberle, 
who, though critical of the 
faults, determined intent 
was an issue.

“I don’t think there was 
any deceit intended here. 
I don’t think the results 
would have changed had 
the proper financial report 

been filed.”
For committee member 

Tom Jutzi, Hahn’s viola-
tions were minor in compar-
ison to the kind of cheating 
and corruption the legisla-
tion is aimed at preventing 
and prosecuting.

“This is one of the less 
serious offences under the 
act,” argued Jutzi, who 
found Hahn’s errors to be 
inadvertent and without 
intent.

“I believe the candidate 
acted in good faith through-
out. There’s no evidence to 
contradict what he’s already 
shared with us,” he added in 
finding there was no need 

HAHN: Committee satisfied there was no intent to deceive
FROM | COVER

CHURCH STREET MEDIANS GET A TRIM IN ELMIRA

Crews were out cutting off the back of median by nine metres on Church Street West in Elmira on Wednesday. The region had originally declined a request by the township in May, but agreed after 
meeting with fire department officials who had concerns their trucks wouldn’t be able to pass a disabled vehicle with the median as large as it was. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Speeding in core 
more perception 
than reality, 
analysis finds

STEVE KANNON than the speed,” said Coun. 
Mark Bauman of the pic-
ture painted by the new 
data.

People’s impressions 
aren’t always accurate, but 
the public should bring its 
concerns to the township, 
Kennaley noted.

“There’s certainly no 
harm in checking.”

Through Coun. Scott 
Hahn, council’s represen-
tative on the Elmira Busi-
ness Improvement Area 
(BIA), the township is seek-
ing input from downtown 
merchants about their 
experience with traffic and 
speeding.

In the longer term, 
Woolwich will be look-
ing for a bypass route to 
keep through-traffic, par-
ticularly trucks, out of the 
downtown core. Such a 
route has been on the agen-
da for many years, with 
the township not gaining 
much traction at regional 
level for the project. A few 
potential routes have been 
plotted, with the most vi-
able likely one that runs 
on the east side of Elmira, 
connecting the Union and 
Arthur streets intersection 
in the south with an outlet 
near the future industrial 
development in the north 
at Kenning Place.

Speeding concerns 
expressed by downtown 
Elmira merchants are more 
perception than reality, ac-
cording to monitoring data 
acquired by the township.

In response to issues 
raised by Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan, director of engi-
neering and planning Dan 
Kennaley looked at past 
traffic studies and asked 
the Region of Waterloo to 
provide new information, 
as Arthur Street is a region-
al road. Some existing data 
showed “speeding is not a 
significant concern,” but he 
wanted to see information 
specific to the core. The 
region carried out monitor-
ing for a 24-hour period on 
August 12.

That study showed 
traffic typically moved 
at speeds well under the 
50 km/h posted limit. 
The average speed for the 
10,121 vehicles that passed 
through the core during 
the monitoring period was 
34 km/h. The informa-
tion was broken down into 
15-minute intervals, in 
which the average speed 
never exceeded 50 km/h, 
he reported.

“More often than not, 
the perception is higher 

Wellesley looking at loosening some 
rules governing on-farm businesses

WHITNEY NEILSON

Wellesley council is 
considering increasing 
the number of off-farm 
employees eligible to work 
on a farm shop from two to 
five, part of a housekeeping 
zoning bylaw amendment 
brought forward by planner 
Geoff VanderBaaren at a 
public meeting Tuesday.

 “There are quite a few 
tweaks and changes to the 
definitions that are in the 
bylaw,” VanderBaaren said. 
“There are a number of 
general provisions that we 
are proposing to change. 
There are changes to the 
regulations around the on 
farm business uses, as well 
as I’m proposing to add two 
new residential zones in the 
bylaw.”

The increase to five off-
farm employees is based on 
the fact septic systems for 
farm shops are designed to 
accommodate five people. 
It’s also based off a survey 
done in the township of lo-
cal businesses this year.

The report says the limit 
of two off-farm employees 

can cause health and safety 
issues. They’re suggesting 
to keep the maximum size 
of any farm shop to 6,000 
square feet, which will en-
sure they remain secondary 
to farming operations.

“I’m not sure five is the 
right number, but I’m cer-
tainly sure we should be 
flexible on that,” Mayor Joe 
Nowak said.

There would continue to 
be no limit on the number 
of employees who live on 
the property permanently 
working on farm-related 
operations.

“We’re talking about 
increasing non-family em-
ployees from two to five. 
These are almost factories 
now if you’ve got four 
sons and five employees. 
Shouldn’t they be in an in-
dustrial area?” Coun. Carl 
Smit asked.

They’re looking to change 
the definition of a farm-
related occupation from “a 
trade, occupation or service 
which is located on a parcel 
of land having an area of 
not less than eight hectares 
(20 acres), as a use clearly 

secondary to the main use 
of farming, and which is mi-
nor in nature compared to 
the farming operation” to “a 
trade, occupation or service 
which is located on a parcel 
of land, as a use clearly sec-
ondary to the ongoing farm 
operation and whose owner 
is eligible for farm business 
registration.” 

Staff says the reason for 
the change would be be-
cause requiring a minimum 
of 20 acres to be a farm 
property doesn’t recognize 
all the undersized lots 
where agricultural opera-
tions are already happen-
ing, and they want to permit 
other on-farm occupations 
to give farmers a way to 
supplement their income.

Staff also suggested they 
allow farm shops to sell 
products related to what 
they produce. For example, 
a shop could sell fasteners 
for siding if they manufac-
ture siding.

They’re proposing people 
who work out of their 
homes, like hairdressers or 
bookkeepers, be permit-
ted one small sign on their 

property, which doesn’t 
have to be attached to their 
home. The maximum size 
would be 5.4 square feet.

The proposed new 
residential zones are ‘ur-
ban residential two,’ which 
would allow for additional 
medium density residen-
tial type use (townhouses, 
semi-detached, triplex and 
fourplex dwellings). The 
proposed new ‘urban resi-
dential three’ zone would 
allow for apartment uses 
only. 

VanderBaaren’s propos-
ing they add a definition 
for drive-throughs and dry 
cleaners, since neither are 
under the current bylaw.

Many of the other pro-
posed changes in the report 
are just wording changes, 
and simplified definitions. 
VanderBaaren said they 
decided to amend them 
now because otherwise they 
have to come to council to 
ask for an amendment, ev-
ery time there’s a typo.

Councillors deferred the 
amendment to give them-
selves time to review the 
proposed changes.

to refer the matter to the 
courts.

Only one member, Kevin 
Bambrick, determined that 
Hahn’s offences warranted 
legal action.

“I conclude that it ap-
pears that Scott Hahn has 
contravened provisions of 
the act relating to campaign 
finances, and that this mat-
ter be referred to a prosecut-
ing attorney for further 
consideration.”

He pointed to the audi-
tor’s report commissioned 
by MECAC that found the 
councillor had contravened 
the Municipal Elections Act 
on several fronts. Prepared 

by Froese Forensic Partners, 
the report found there was a 
lack of proper paperwork in 
relation to campaign signs 
and brochures prepared by 
Hahn’s family members. 
Specifically, there may have 
been issues with contribu-
tions by Tri-Mach Group 
– owned by Hahn’s father, 
Michael Hahn – and KKP 
Waterloo, a printing com-
pany owned by his in-laws.

While Holt could appeal 
MECAC’s decision, taking 
the matter to court, he said 
he’s unlikely to do so.

 “I don’t think it would 
do any good. It would be a 
waste of time.”
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POLICE BLOTTER

Region to discuss 
transfer station 

The fate of Elmira’s transfer station, 
a hot-button item in the township, 
should be somewhat clearer when 
the issue is discussed at the region’s 
planning and works committee 
September 25.

The Region of Waterloo has thus 
far taken no definitive action on 
Woolwich’s request to maintain 
service at the waste station pending 
a deal to turn it over to a private 
operator.

In an update to Woolwich councillors 

meeting Tuesday night, Mayor Sandy 
Shantz said the region is monitoring 
usage, with a required environmental 
assessment of the site ongoing.

Currently, the already gutted service 
is scheduled to cease permanently by 
year’s end.

Timing is a key issue, as the 
two private companies that have 
expressed an interest in taking over 
the facility have stressed the need to 
keep the site in operation during the 
transition stage, which could take a 
considerable amount of time. Along 
with the time the region would need 
to clear the way for something like 
the sale of the land, the new operator 

would also face regulatory hurdles 
from the provincial Ministry of the 
Environment.

Sale of the land would be necessary 
as the region is constrained by union 
agreements against leasing out the 
facility to a private operator, nor does 
it want to maintain responsibility for 
future upgrade costs.

Projected long-term capital 
expenditures of more than $7 million 
were part of the rationale for regional 
council’s decision earlier this year to 
mothball all four transfer stations in 
the rural townships. For the Elmira 
facility, such costs were estimated at 
$2.3 million over the next decade.

4-way stop at 
Elmira 
intersection

A four-way stop at Killdeer Road and 
Brookmead Street in Elmira will take 
aim at longstanding traffic and speed-
ing concerns in the neighbourhood.

A change advocated by Ward 1 
Coun. Scott Hahn, the project got the 
go-ahead following a discussion at 
Woolwich council this week.

Engineering and planning staff had 
been reluctant to support an all-way 
stop – it was warranted by either 
traffic volume or collision history – but 

a recent analysis showed there are 
visibility concerns at the intersection, 
director Dan Kennaley said.

82% pass EQAO 
literacy test

Results from the 2015 Ontario 
Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT), 
written by Grade 10 students in April 
and released this week, show 82 
per cent of students who wrote the 
test for the first time this year were 
successful. This means that the vast 
majority of Grade 10 students are able 
to demonstrate the minimum literacy 
skills required. 

A U G U S T  2 0

2:33 PM | Wellington County 
OPP received a report about a 
theft of a generator from a pickup 
truck parked at a residence on 
Wellington Road 11, Mapleton 
Township.  The generator is a 2015 
Honda EU20001, black and red in 
colour. Any person with informa-
tion regarding this incident should 
contact the Wellington County OPP 
at 1-888-310-1122.

Most students who were not 
successful on the test in Grade 10 also 
had not met the provincial reading 
and writing standards when they were 
in Grade 6, the Education Quality and 
Accountability Office (EQAO) reports.

Of the 127,867 students who wrote 
the OSSLT for the first time in 2015, 82 
per cent were successful (105 309);  
almost nine out of 10 female students 
(86%) were successful; almost 8 
out of 10 male students (78%) were 
successful.

Results for school boards and 
individual schools will be released on 
September 23.

Theft of calves prompts warning 
from police about rural crime
Calves stolen in two in-
cidents at an Atwood-area 
farm has Ontario Provincial 
Police warming rural prop-
erty owners to be vigilant.

On August 24, Perth 
County OPP received a call 
from the farmer reporting 
the theft of two Holstein 
calves (black and white in 
colour). The investigation 
revealed that sometime be-
tween 12:05 a.m. and 9 a.m. 
on August 24, unknown 
persons attended onto the 
farm property and removed 
the two calves from their 
individual hutches. The 
calves were most likely 
loaded onto a covered 
pickup truck.

One of the calves was a 
heifer (female), weighing 
approximately 150 lbs. It 
had a tag in both ears with 
the number 272. The sec-
ond untagged calf was a 
bull (male), weighing ap-
proximately 200 lbs.  

It was the second theft of 
calves from the same farm 
in the past nine days. The 
earlier theft occurred be-
tween 9 p.m. on August 14 

and 10 a.m. on August 15 
when two Holstein calves, 
one weighing 100 lbs. and 
the other weighing 120 
lbs., were stolen from their 
hutches.

Police remind rural 
property owners that they 
are especially vulnerable 
due to their isolated loca-
tions. The theft of gen-
erators, tools, agricultural 
equipment, fuel from farm 
bulk tanks, vehicles with 
the keys left inside, and 
now animals, seems to be 
an all-too-common occur-
rence, they say. Farmers 
are urged to increase their 
farm security and be aware 
of who enters onto their 
properties.  

Anyone with information 
about these stolen calves 
or who knows their where-
abouts is requested to con-
tact the Perth County OPP 
at 1-888-310-1122. Should 
you wish to remain anony-
mous, you may call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS 
(8477), and you may be 
eligible to receive a cash 
reward of up to $2,000.

A U G U S T  2 1

9:00 PM | An OPP officer on 
patrol clocked a fast-moving Toyota 
Yaris doing 130 km/h in an 80 km/h 
stretch of Line 37 near Shakespeare. 
A 21-year-old Township of Perth East 
man was issued a summons for ‘race 
a motor vehicle’ and is to appear 
at Stratford Court on September 22 
to answer to this charge. He was 
also charged with driving a motor 
vehicle without a licence. In addition 

to these charges, he will not be able 
to obtain a drivers licence for seven 
days as he has received an immedi-
ate seven-day suspension.  His 
vehicle was also towed from the 
scene and impounded for a week. 

A U G U S T  2 2

11:00 PM | Perth County OPP 
officers were dispatched to Highway 
7/8 near Shakespeare, where a west-
bound Subaru Impreza was observed 
driving on the gravel and crossing the 
centre line. When stopped by police, 
the male driver displayed signs of 
impairment. He was arrested and 
transported to a police station where 
he failed two Intoxilyzer breath 
tests.  A 41-year-old Whitby man 
was charged with ‘driving a motor 
vehicle while ability impaired by 
alcohol,’ and ‘driving with more than 
80 mgs of alcohol in blood.’ He has a 
court appearance scheduled for the 

Ontario Court of Justice in Stratford on 
September 28. The man’s driver’s li-
cence was suspended for 90 days. His 
vehicle was towed and impounded 
for a period of seven days.

11:36 PM | A Wellington 
County OPP officer investigated the 
driver of a 2002 Dodge for driving 
aggressively on Wellington Road 18 in 
Centre Wellington Township. During 
the investigation police determined 
that the driver had recently smoked 
marijuana. They observed and seized 
suspected bud marijuana from inside 
the vehicle. The driver was arrested 
and released at that scene with a 
court date. A 37-year-old Fergus man 
is charged with ‘possession of mari-
juana under 30 grams’ contrary to 
the Controlled Drugs and Substances 
Act. He is scheduled to appear in 
Guelph Criminal Court on October 7 to 
answer to the charge.

WELLESLEY INTERSECTION SCENE OF COLLISION

Two vehicles collided around 7:55 a.m. on Wednesday at the intersection of Moser Young and Hessen Strasse in Wellesley Township. Both vehicles had to be towed from the scene. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Wellesley fields questions 
about new septic-system 
testing requirements

WHITNEY NEILSON

A program requiring 61 
homeowners in Wellesley 
Township to pay for septic 
inspections due to their 
proximity to the municipal 
well has rubbed at least one 
resident the wrong way.

“In five years when it 
comes to being inspected, I 
feel it’s only fair that every-
body who is on the water 
system in Linwood pay a 
certain percentage of us 30 
who have to get it inspect-
ed,” Jim Dorscht said. “As 
far as the pumping goes, 
I’ll pay for the pumping. 

I do that every five years 
anyway. But the inspection 
should be everybody gets 
a certain percentage to pay 
for it because they’re using 
the water, that you are mak-
ing us look after our septic 
system to be good.”

About half of those 60 
residents live in Linwood.

Dorscht asked what it 
will cost for the inspection. 
Township chief administra-
tive officer Rik Louwagie 
said they don’t have defi-
nite numbers, however.

“As I understand it, you 

SEPTIC SYSTEMS | 22
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MISSING FROM THIS EXTENDED federal 
election campaign are some 60 MPs of all 
stripes who opted not to run again this time 
around. As a result, also missing are millions of 
dollars in payouts to those same former repre-
sentatives.

Many of those who hit the trail, including the likes of 
Peter MacKay and John Baird, likely did so to avoid the 
new pension rules that come into effect after this election, 
changes made to mollify public outrage about overly gener-
ous pensions.

Currently, taxpayers kick in $23 for every $1 MPs pay to 
their pensions. After January 1st, taxpayers will pay $1.60 
for every $1 MPs contribute. MP pensions will still be gen-
erous, but politicians will be kicking in a fairer share. The 
changes will see MPs elected in 2015 pay triple the current 
annual pension contributions – from $11,000 a year cur-
rently to $39,000 by 2017.

In a case of bad optics, MacKay and a list of Conservative 
MPs avoid the impact of pension changes that will triple 
the amount they must contribute and lock in some of the 
money for an extra 10 years. 

In MacKay’s case, he can start drawing a pension of 
$128,832 annually at 55. His salary of $247,500 – the base 
MP rate of $167,400 plus $80,100 as a cabinet minister – also 
saw him claim the 50 per cent “severance,” so he pocketed 
another $124,000 just for walking away from the job.

In looking at MP pensions,  it would take the average 
Canadian nearly 30 years to save the equivalent nest-egg 
necessary to produce the eventual pension payouts a back-
bench MP is eligible for after just six years of service, con-
tribution levels being equal. While a MP has to contribute 
about $11,000 annually for six years to receive a minimum 
backbencher pension, a regular Canadian would need to 
save $129,000 annually over six years for the same retire-
ment payment. 

To make matters worse, MPs’ pensions, like others in the 
public sector, are the defined benefit kind, meaning their 
guaranteed fixed payouts no matter how the investment 
markets are doing. Typically, we top up government worker 
pensions with today’s tax dollars. That’s a sharp contrast to 
those private sector pensions that do exist, largely defined 
contribution types; employee-employer contributions are 
fixed, but the payout is dictated by how well the fund does – 
the market tanks, so too does your pension.

What does that mean in real terms? As with regular pay 
raises, MPs and government workers continue to profit even 
as those paying the bills suffered losses.

Changes to the MP plan is a good start. Next comes the 
wider public sector, then much-needed reforms to CPP, as 
the majority of Canadian workers aren’t prepared for retire-
ment.

However, rather than an enhanced CPP that would pro-
vide more benefits to future retirees, the federal govern-
ment has floated a voluntary system that employees could 
choose to participate in. And employers could choose to 
contribute to. And would be privately-administered, with 
all the associated fees, not to mention the possible pitfalls 
of an industry directly responsible for last (and next) eco-
nomic meltdown.

Hardly something to ease the fears of the two-thirds of 
us who don’t have a company pension plan.  We’d be much 
better off in the long run living with larger deductions from 
our paycheques – we don’t miss what we don’t see – than 
relying on personal investments.

Those not running 
highlight issues 
with MP pensions

“No one can set the price 
of oil. It’s up to Allah,” said 
Saudi Arabian Oil Minister 
Ali al-Naimi in May. But 
less devout people believe 
that Saudi Arabia has been 
trying very hard to set the 
price of oil – and to set it 
low. Moreover, it has been 
remarkably successful, be-
cause last week the price of 
oil was in the mid-$40s per 
barrel, down from just over 
$100 last May. But Riyadh 
is not achieving its objec-
tive.

Saudi Arabia, like any oil 
producer, likes a high price 
for its oil, but since it is 
very rich and has huge re-
serves it thinks long-term. 
Watching American oil 
production almost double 
in the past seven years, 
mainly thanks to the rapid 
rise of fracking, the Saudis 
could see that they risked 
losing their role as the 
“swing producer” who can 
raise or lower the oil price 
just by cutting or increas-
ing its own production.

The only way Saudi Ara-
bia could keep that role 

Fracking is winning the battle, much to the Saudis’ chagrin
was to drive the American 
frackers out of business. 
Production costs are secret 
in the oil world, but the 
Saudis assumed that the 
injection of water, sand and 
chemicals into shale rock 
at high pressure makes hy-
draulic fracturing – frack-
ing – very expensive.

So the Saudi strategy is 
to keep its own production 
high in order to push the 
price of oil down. If the 
price stays low enough for 
long enough, high-cost 
producers like the frackers 
will have to close down. 
Then, once the competi-
tion had been eliminated, 
Saudi Arabia jacks the price 
back up by cutting its own 
production, and the glory 
days return.

In the meantime Saudi 
Arabia is losing income too, 
of course, and oil revenues 
account for 90 per cent of 
the national budget. It can 
live on savings for a while, 
but it needs a fairly quick 
win.

It would be politically 
unwise to cut the lavish 
government spending that 
keeps the Saudi population 
happy, and the government 
is also involved in an ex-
pensive war in Yemen. The 
missing income has mostly 

been replaced by with-
drawals from the country’s 
huge foreign reserves, es-
timated a year ago at $700 
billion – but those reserves 
have fallen by $65 billion in 
the past year.

The Saudis don’t want to 
run those reserves down 
too far: without them, it 
could not afford to play the 
role of “swing producer,” 
and would lose most of its 
diplomatic clout. So last 
week, for the first time in 
eight years, Saudi Arabia 
started selling government 
bonds, planning to raise 
$27 billion by the end of the 
year. The strain is starting 
to show.

The strain of this attri-
tional battle is also show-
ing in the United States, 
where various shale oil 
producers have cancelled 
or postponed new drilling 
projects. But the shale pro-
ducers have consolidated 
into bigger companies and 
increased the efficiency of 
their production processes, 
and U.S. oil production is 
actually continuing to grow 
this year. It is now at about 
90 per cent of Saudi pro-
duction.

The brutal fact is that 
the Saudis are losing this 
battle. When the U.S. was 

the biggest producer of 
oil, before about 1970, it 
was the swing producer. 
Within a few years, it will 
have overtaken Saudi oil 
production and will be the 
swing producer again. And 
there is nothing Riyadh can 
do about it.

The Saudis made two 
mistakes. The first was to 
overestimate the cost of 
U.S. shale oil production, 
and assume that any price 
below about $80 per barrel 
would make it unprofit-
able. There are some shale 
oil plays for which this is 
true, but the costs vary 
wildly, according to the 
local geology, and can be 
as low as $20 per barrel. 
Most shale oil is profitable 
at $60 per barrel, and that 
proportion is rising rapidly 
as consolidation proceeds 
and efficiency rises.

Their other, bigger mis-
take was to believe that 
victory was possible at all. 
When you stop produc-
tion from a conventional 
oil well, there is a large 
permanent loss of flow 
when you restart produc-
tion. The pores in the oil-
bearing rock clog up, and 
that permanently reduces 

DYER | 8

With some summer weather and a late Labour Day holiday, it’s not only the kids who are in no hurry to see the calendar change.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Forward progress is what’s at stake in debate over secularism versus religion

Is the bid for a more 
secular society – the way 
things are drifting here – 
an attack on religion? 

Some, especially the 
whack-a-doodles in the 
U.S. political scene, say yes. 
Granting same-sex part-
ners the right to marry, for 
example, is an assault on 
religious liberty.

That stance is seen in Re-
publican presidential hope-
ful Ted Cruz’s exchange 
with actress Ellen Page, 
herself recently out, over 
the persecution of gays in 
the workplace.

Rather than treating 
it for what it is, a human 
rights issue, Cruz imme-
diately took the criticism 
as an attack on religious 
liberties.

“Well, what we’re see-
ing right now, we’re see-
ing Bible-believing Chris-
tians being persecuted 
for living according to 
their faith,” he responded 
while campaigning in 
Iowa.

“I’m a Christian and 

scripture commands Chris-
tians to love everybody,” 
he said in an interview 
afterwards. “This is about 
whether the government is 
going to persecute people 
of faith for standing up to 
their faith.

 “And what we’re see-
ing right now is this lib-
eral fascism and intoler-
ance. Their object is to 
persecute, to punish, to 
fine any Bible-following 
Christian or believer that 
believes in the biblical 
definition of marriage 
as the union of one man 
and one woman. There 
are some activists who, 
frankly, manifest a hatred 
and intolerance for Chris-
tians, who are persecuting 
Christians.” 

That take on the hu-
man rights debate, indeed 
the Cruz incident itself, 
was fodder for Lawrence 
Krauss’ presentation at 
a secular conference in 
Kitchener last weekend.

Krauss makes the dis-
tinction between the 
right to hold beliefs – that 
is indisputable – and 
respecting the actual be-
liefs. Likewise, you are 
free to hold any belief you 
want, but you aren’t free 

to act on it if in so doing 
you infringe on the rights 
of others.

Take racism, for in-
stance. Each of us is free 
to think what we want 
about other races. None 
of us in this country is 
allowed to treat others 
differently when it comes 
to hiring practices, for 
instance. 

We discourage racism, 
sexism, homophobia and 
the like because acting on 
such beliefs is harmful to 
others. Ideally, the beliefs 
themselves are aban-
doned, but the laws simply 
prevent people with those 
beliefs from doing harm. 
Well, for the most part, as 
it would be naive to as-
sume that no one is ever 
subjected to such discrimi-
nation.

Given the topic of his dis-
cussion, militant atheism 
and science, Krauss’ stance 
is clear.  

“One might rationally 
argue that individual hu-
man beings should be 
free to choose what moral 
behavior they approve 
of, and which they don’t, 
subject to the constraints 
of the law. But when or-
ganized religious groups 

gain power of any form, 
power over the state, 
power over women, or 
power over children, the 
results inevitably lead 
to restrictions on liberty 
based on discrimination,” 
he says.

A physicist and cos-
mologist – Krauss is  
foundation professor and 
director of the Arizona 
State University Origins 
Project – Krauss fields 
criticisms from fellow sci-
entists for his outspoken 
atheism. Just ignore reli-
gion – which is what most 
scientists do in their work, 
and what most of us do in 
our lives, too – rather than 
antagonize believers, they 
say. 

Doing so would be hypo-
critical, he maintains.

“Religion is anathema 
to science,” he tells the 
audience of some 300 
people gathered at the 
conference in Kitchener 
August 22.

Allowing religion to 
have a say in policy, 
rather than being held 
as a private belief, only 
gives credence to it, he 
suggests. A problem in 
the U.S., the interjection 
of “religious nonsense” 

in other countries leads 
to real atrocities, not just 
heated debate. Here, we 
can lead by example in 
making sure dogma has 
no part in how we struc-
ture our society.

Unlike Cruz and his ilk, 
Krauss does not equate 
the separation of church 
and state with an attack on 
religion.

Still, he’s no fan of reli-
gion getting in the way of 
knowledge. Supporters of 
creationism and its get-
around-the-law version, 
intelligent design, do 
much to hinder educa-
tion. Even amongst the 
crowd of non-believers, 
Krauss raised a few eye-
brows by calling such 
teachings paramount to 
child abuse, a shock-value 
comment he’s made be-
fore, but one that shows 
the slippery slope from 
indoctrinating young chil-
dren, to offering up prayer 
instead of medical care, to 
something like “honour” 
killings.

Many secularists, includ-
ing scientists, shy away 
from criticism so as not 
to give offense. That may 
serve only to encourage 
“nonsensical beliefs.”

“We should ridicule 
stupid ideas,” he says, a 
sentiment that applies to 
more than religion. “We 
do a disservice when we ... 
fake respect for nonsensi-
cal belief.”

Nor should we defer to 
“authority,” church or oth-
erwise.

“We owe it to our chil-
dren to foster doubt. Don’t 
worry about giving of-
fence.”

In an overly politically 
correct environment, even 
asking questions is dis-
couraged, eventually even 
prohibited.

“Questioning itself be-
comes socially taboo,” he 
argues of fostering an en-
vironment where we can’t 
challenge ideas.

We’re seeing some of 
that already in areas be-
yond religion. Certainly 
that’s at play in the cur-
rent federal election 
campaign, as we’ve seen 
countless examples of 
the Conservative govern-
ment’s attempt to stifle 
debate – Krauss drew 
a rousing cheer for the 
suggestion to speak out 
against Harper’s bid to 

As fall approaches, are you feeling excited, or melancholy?

We’re going to miss playing outside. 

 » Kennan and Erin LeBlanc

I’m excited to start school. 

 » Madeleine LeBlanc 

I’m sad that summer is almost over because 
I’m going to miss swimming outside.

 » Riley LeBlanc

I am excited for all the pumpkin spice beer and 
lattes autumn has to offer.

 » Jacklyn Weatherup

I am looking forward to fall colours and 
wearing cozy sweaters.

 » Heather Weatherup

“The only thing that Ontario can count on is being blindsided by PM Harper.” William Cosby | 8

KANNON | 8
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Not much upside to oil 
pricing battle for the Saudis
FROM | 6

 » Fraser Institute

the “bottom-hole” pressure 
that forces the oil to the 
surface.

Stopping production at 
a shale-oil site incurs no 
such loss, since the pro-
ducers create the pressure 
themselves. Uncap it, and 
the flow resumes as before.

So even if the Saudis suc-
ceeded in forcing most of 
the shale-oil sites to close, 
the shale producers would 
just turn the flow on again 
as soon as Saudi Arabia 
declared victory and cut 
production to get the price 
of oil back up.

It will take a little more 

time to the Saudis to ac-
knowledge their mistake, 
and they may not even be 
able to get the price back 
up to where they need it by 
cutting production. Ameri-
can production will con-
tinue to rise, and Iranian 
oil will probably also be 
coming back on the market 
in a big way by next year. 

The Saudis will stay rich, 
but they will have to cut 
their spending and they 
will suffer a permanent 
loss of influence. Their 
only consolation will be 
that Iran, which they see as 
their greatest enemy, won’t 
be able to use its oil to buy 
influence either.

In 2014, the average Canadian family (including unattached 
Canadians) earned $79,010 and paid $33,272 in total taxes 
compared to $28,887 on food, clothing and shelter combined. 
In other words, 42.1% of income went to taxes while 36.6% went to 
basic necessities. By contrast, in 1961, the average family spent 
33.5% on taxes and 56.5% on food, clothing and shelter.

 » Ralph Goodale comments on the possibility of the second recession under Harper’s 
tenure, the only G-7 country to suffer that distinction

“As former finance minister, I can say without a doubt that Stephen 
Harper has failed to recognize the clear signs of recession. Even 
with all the evidence, giving tax breaks to the wealthiest one per 
cent continues to be his top priority. He’s that out of touch. And it’s 
hard-working Canadians –  people like you – who are getting hit 
the hardest.”

 » From the Aug. 30, 2008 edition of The Observer

Sobeys’ decision to close its Price Chopper in Elmira and transfer the 
Foodland operation to the south-end location is meeting with some 
resistance. Downtown residents and businesspeople are looking to 
launch a petition campaign, and Woolwich officials are concerned about 
the move’s impact on the core. The flurry of activity follows the grocery 
chain’s decision to close the two-year-old Price Chopper store Sept. 9, 
replacing it with the Foodland store currently located downtown.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

Ontario’s pension 
plans and other 
concerns about 
Harper 

To the Editor,
The Ontario pension 
plan is a forward think-
ing plan for the next gen-
eration, which is what you 
want a government to be 
doing.

The federal government 
of Stephen Harper has 
done everything to under-
mine Ontario’s efforts, al-
though the feds help fund 
two other provincial pen-
sion plans.

Ottawa changed the rules 
for have-not provincial 
funding so that Ontario 

would not qualify (five 
years ago). That really hurt 
Ontario and was money 
the province was counting 
on. The only thing that On-
tario can count on is being 
blindsided by PM Harper.

From the priority list 
that it submitted for infra-
structure spending, On-
tario knows what’s needed. 
Harper changed the fund-
ing to projects in Conserva-
tive ridings – pork-barrel-
ing at its worst.

Is this what you want in a 
government?

Harper is prime min-
ister of all of Canada, not 
just Conservative ridings. 
Ontario is being cheated. 
Come on, Canada, wake up.

WILLIAM COSBY | LINWOOD

control and censor scien-
tists, part of an ongoing 
attempt to smother knowl-
edge and keep the public in 
the dark.

A prolific writer of books 
and columns, he’s none too 
impressed with the lack of 
debate and aversion to such 
topics in the mainstream 
media – “self-censorship 

KANNON: Questioning things 
will keep us moving forward
FROM | 7

(September 7 − 12)

FOR 1 WEEK

HILLCREST BAKERY WILL BE 
CLOSED FOR 1 WEEK (SEPT. 7 − 12)

FOR A WEDDING ON PREMISES.
We will Return to Normal Business Hours on Sept. 15

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

BACKBACKTOTO
SCHOOLSCHOOL
SALE!SALE!   on all clothing every Wednesday  in September

Like Us!

New Store Hours: Mon - Sat 9:00 a.m. - 5 p.m. | Thurs - 9:00 a.m. - 8 p.m.
59 Church St. W, Elmira | (519) 669-8475 | thrift.mcc.org

SHOP • DONATE • VOLUNTEER

Wacky Wednesday DEALS
Wacky Wednesday DEALS

destroys a free press, the 
basis of democracy.”

Open discourse, doubt 
and inquiring minds are 
what encourage human 
development and progress, 
he maintains. And it’s hard 
to argue against how far 
we’ve come with that at-
titude. Harder still to argue 
in favour of anyone or any-
thing looking to push us in 
the opposite direction.
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Dealing with a summertime injury?
Are you suffering from chronic pain? 

Our physiotherapists are trained in Traditional (Anatomical) Acupuncture 
AND Intramuscular Stimulation (for chronic muscle shortening)

ACUPUNCTURE can help!

CALL NOW to see how ACUPUNCTURE can HELP you!

HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Sugar Kings find their new 
goaltender in Fort Erie

SCOTT BARBER

GALEA | 11

OPEN
COUNTRY

Fly fishing 
for fun and 
relaxation

Right now, word has 
probably reached the coach 
of the Canadian national 
rowing team that there’s 
this middle-aged guy in 
Ontario who can paddle 
faster than anything you’ve 
ever seen.

It is true I was going aw-
fully fast yesterday while 
trying to fish, but I must 
confess, it was mostly due 
to high winds. 

Canoeing in a high wind 
can be a bit of a challenge. 
Fly fishing in a high wind is 
an even greater challenge. 

So why, you ask, did I 
choose to fly fish from a 
canoe in high winds?

The answer is I did not 
choose this at all.

When I got to the lake, 
the wind was lying in am-
bush behind a cloud. 

The water looked placid 
and inviting – perfect for 
a man alone in a 17-foot 
sail, I mean canoe. So I 
launched.

That dastardly wind 
waited for just the right 
moment – when I was 50 
feet off shore, right in the 
middle of my first cast – to 
start howling. 

Before I had even fin-
ished my cast, I was 50 
metres down the lake. I was 
about to call it a day when, 
in an overt act of malice 
and retribution, a fish 
struck.

By the time I landed the 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

The Elmira Sugar 
Kings’ front office 
checked off a major box 
on their offseason wish 
list this week, acquiring 
veteran netminder Liam 
Conway from the Fort Erie 
Meteors. 

The 19-year-old Concord, 
Ohio native is expected to 
step into the starter’s job 
for Elmira following the 
departure last spring of 
Jonathan Reinhart to the 
BCHL.

“He played the last cou-
ple years in Junior B with 
Fort Erie and had really 
good numbers on a weaker 
team last year,” Kings’ di-
rector of hockey operations 
Jeff Snyder said. “We did a 
lot of research on him and 
everything we heard was 
favourable. He’s a great kid 
with a strong work ethic 
and a real good goalie.” 

Last season, Reinhart 
took over the starters role 
and turned heads with a 
stellar 2.44 goals against 
average on a .922 save per-
centage. His backup was 
Andrew Lefebvre, a rookie 
with the Kings who was 
steady – 2.41 GAA and a 
.918 SV% – in limited min-

SOCCER | 12

U14 girls aim to be Ontario Cup champions
SCOTT BARBER

The Woolwich Wolf 
Pack U14 girls’ black team 
is just a pair of victories 
away from capturing a sec-
ond straight Ontario Cup.

And this time, the title 
comes with a trip to St. 

John’s, Newfoundland to 
take on the nation’s best at 
the Canadian Soccer As-
sociation National Champi-
onships, October 7-12. 

“The team is a year 
older and a year wiser,” 
manager John Tsilogianis 
said. “The team has a re-

ally special opportunity to 
qualify for the nationals 
this season, and really, 
that’s the pinnacle of what 
you play for. To be on the 
stage where you get to play 
teams from other prov-
inces with a shot at being 
the best in Canada, that’s 

quite an honour.”
Coming off an extremely 

successful season in 2014 
that saw the squad win nu-
merous tournaments and 
capture its first Ontario 
Cup, the group – largely 
intact for the past five 
seasons – started off the 

2015 campaign with an 
impressive performance in 
Orlando, Florida.

“We finished second at 
the Disney Presidents Day 
Soccer Festival in Febru-
ary,” Tsilogianis said, add-

utes.
Now, with both incum-

bents gone from the fold 
– Lefebvre was traded to 
the Brantford 99ers in June 
– Snyder was eager to add 
a player with a track record 
at the Junior B level. 

“We needed a solid num-
ber one we thought with 
some experience,” he said. 
“So we were really happy 
that we were able to get 
(Conway).”

Conway began his 
Greater Ontario Junior 
Hockey League ca-
reer in the Golden 
Horseshoe 
conference 
with the 
Welland Jr. 
Canadiens 
in 2013 before 
moving to the Meteors 
partway through the 
season.

Over three seasons 
and 69 games, Con-
way compiled a 
record of 23-35-4 
with a 3.29 GAA 
and a .906 SV%. But 
his performance 
has been trend-
ing up, as he put 
together a strong 

Even as they were holding a camp to look 
at prospects, including a contingent of 
goalies, the Kings were making a deal to 
acquire Liam Conway from the Fort Erie 
Meteors (inset) to fill the number-one 
spot.

GOALIE | 11
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315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

STORE HOURS:
OPEN 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

BACK TO SCHOOL SAFTEY

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
FEN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

6344 Line 86, RR#1 West Montrose • 519-669-2129

Swimming Pools • Canoeing on the Grand • Fishing
Children's Play Area • Walk to Covered Bridge

Driving distance to MANY more activities & amenities

www.WESTMONTROSECAMP.com

West
Montrose
Family Camp

23B First Street East, 
Elmira  

PLEIN 
DISPOSAL

519-669-5136

PO Box 130, Elmira • 519-669-5171

Toll Free (In Canada 1-888-569-8843) • Fax: 1-519-669-5982
Web: www.martinmills.com   E-mail: info@marbro.com

“Proud to be part of the community.”

18 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties
Turkeys - Ducks - Geese

Ready-to-lay-pullets

 60 First St. E., Elmira  l  519.669.1332 

www.ccc-group.com
 

Sulphur Products

This Back to School Safety announcement is brought to you by these community-minded businesses

■ Plan a walking route to school or the 
bus stop. Choose the most direct way with 
the fewest street crossings and, if pos-
sible, with intersections that have crossing 
guards.
■ Walk the route with your child before-
hand. Tell him or her to stay away from 
parks, vacant lots, fields and other places 
where there aren't many people around.
■ Teach your child never to talk to strang-
ers or accept rides or gifts from strangers. 
Remember, a stranger is anyone you or your 
children don't know well or don't trust.
■ Be sure your child walks to and from 
school with a sibling, friend, or neighbour.

■ Teach your kids — whether walking, 
biking, or riding the bus to school — to 
obey all traffic signals, signs and traffic 
officers. Remind them to be extra careful in 
bad weather.
■ If your child bikes to school, make sure 
they wear a helmet that meets one of the 
safety standards. Research indicates that 
a helmet can reduce the risk of head injury 
by up to 85%.
■ Teach children to arrive at the bus stop 
early, stay out of the street, wait for the 
bus to come to a complete stop before 
approaching the street, watch for cars and 
avoid the driver's blind spot.

■ Remind your children to stay seated at 
all times and keep their heads and arms 
inside the bus while riding. When exiting 
the bus, children should wait until the bus 
comes to a complete stop, exit from the 
front using the handrail to avoid falls and 
cross the street at least 10 feet (or 10 giant 
steps) in front of the bus.

BE SAFE TRAVELING TO & FROM

SCHOOL

•  Quality Drainage  
 Systems
•  Backhoe Service

A family tradition since 1921

Wallenstein • 519-669-1440

390 ARTHUR ST. S.,  519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE  
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)
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3-inch bass, I was another 
100 metres down the lake 
and, for a moment, passing 
two guys on jet skis. I have 
never been a big fan of jet 
skis but when they aban-
doned the race and showed 
off by driving to where they 
actually wanted to go, that 
pretty well sealed the deal.

There are two ways to 
go in a situation like this. 

You can try to turn your 
canoe into the wind and 
paddle back to shore or you 
can simply enjoy the ride, 
which is admittedly hard to 
do while trying not to soil 
your pants.

I chose the latter.
I managed to paddle and 

steer into the wind shadow 
of a deserted island and 
actually had a good time 
fishing for a few minutes 

– until the wind direction 
changed and threatened to 
dash my canoe on the rocks 
and make me a castaway.

I was simultaneously 
paddling and trying to 
imagine what I’d look like 
with a full beard and build-
ing a hut made out of pine 
needles when I managed to 
clear the end of the island, 
only to get swept out into 
the middle of the lake so I 

could spend quality time 
among the white caps.

In fact, I was being swept 
further and further from 
the landing. 

Now, I never got good 
grades in geography but 
I’m pretty sure I had en-
tered the area where only 
dragons lie and was quickly 
being blown towards the 
edge of our flat world. 

Desperation like this 

makes you do crazy things, 
so I stopped fishing and 
picked up a paddle again. 
This time I began paddling 
in earnest with the prow of 
the canoe cutting each big 
wave towards the launch. 
The process was simple: 
advance three paddle 
strokes forward, retreat two 
paddle strokes back. And 
in the midst of all those 
strokes, try not to have one.

Eventually, I made it, 
exhausted and with sore 
muscles, back to the land-
ing. 

Just then, the two guys 
with jet skis pulled up and 
saw me unload my fly rods. 

One said, “Fly fishing 
from a canoe, huh? Boy, 
that looks relaxing.”

To which, I nodded and 
replied, “You ought to try it 
some time.”

GALEA: There’s nothing more relaxing than having your canoe forced over the edge of the world
FROM | 9

Hockey hopefuls 
filled the St. Clements 
arena this week vying for a 
spot on the Wellesley Ap-
plejacks’ 2015-16 roster. 

“Our numbers are close 
to 60. That’s pretty good 
compared to other years,” 
head coach Brad Gerber 
said. “Our scouting staff 
has done a tremendous job 
in recruiting the players 
for us.”

He notes the Junior C 
team is still waiting on 
some late cuts from Junior 
B teams. It’ll be another 10 
to 14 days before they com-
plete their roster, giving 
players the chance to show 
what they’ve got at an exhi-
bition game this Sunday in 
St. Clements.

“We’re very pleased with 
the turnout. Obviously our 
GM and scouts, they’ve 
done their job and it’s good 
to see such a good turnout 
to camp, that’s for sure. 
Especially, it’s nice to see 
so many local kids as well,” 
Gerber said.

 He says every time they 
hit the ice they’ll make a 
few more decisions. 

They’ve spent five nights 
at the Elmira Sugar Kings 
camp watching and pick-

Large number of hopefuls vying for 
a spot with Wellesley Applejacks
Coach praises work of GM and scouts in recruiting prospects; Wellesley still has a lot of paring down to do

WHITNEY NEILSON ing up some players for the 
Jacks, with the support of 
Elmira management.

“Jeff Snyder and Kevin 
Bloch have been tremen-
dous for us. They’ve sent 
players our way,” Gerber 
said. “Actually we signed 
a couple guys that they 
released last night. They’re 
good players. They’re late 
cuts for the Kings so they 
obviously will help us. The 
Kings, they’ve been doing 
really good work for us and 
we’re really pleased with the 
players they sent our way.”

They just signed Tyson 
Bender from Elmira and 
Garrett Shultz from Water-
loo.

He said they did well in 
the Kings camp and they 
were more than happy to 
scoop them up when they 
became available.

Returning players in-
clude Cal Jefferies, Justin 
Lebold, and Sean McEwan. 
The Midland Flyers picked 
up former Wellesley play-
ers Matt Schieck and Tim 
Bester this summer.

Gerber says the veterans 
won’t likely be playing the 
exhibition game.

“Obviously we want to 
play the new guys, see what 
they can do for us,” Gerber 
said. “Our numbers are 

still going to be pretty large 
when we play on Sunday. So 
we will have guys that will 
play for us this year that 
won’t be playing on Sunday. 
We want to see the play-
ers that we haven’t seen as 
much, give them a chance, 
they can show us what they 
can do, and we’ll make deci-

sions from there.”
He notes the team will be 

quite young this year, with 
quite a few 17- and 18-year-
olds. But, the coaching 
staff feels they can play in 
the league and once they 
get used to the pace of the 
game they’ll be just fine.

 “We’ve worked hard 

all summer and we knew 
that’s one thing we had to 
do was get out and adver-
tise our team and get the 
local talent and kids from 
around the area out to try 
out. So far the hard work’s 
paid off,” Gerber said.

The Applejacks host the 
Mitchell Hawks at the St. 

Clements arena for an exhi-
bition game on August 30. 
The puck drops at 2:30 p.m. 
Their opening game will be 
in Woodstock on September 
18 at 7:45 p.m. Their first 
official home game will be 
October 10 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Wellesley Arena versus New 
Hamburg.

2.90 GAA on a .913 SV% 
over 33 games in the 2014-
15 campaign.

“This is huge,” Snyder 
said. “We’ve been working 
on trying to get a number-
one goalie since June when 
we found out (Reinhart) 
was leaving. It’s been a re-
ally hard process that has 
taken a lot of work by (gen-
eral manager Kevin Bloch) 
and I, but we’re feeling a lot 

better now.”
The Kings training camp 

opened up last weekend at 
the WMC, and there are a 
number of young goalies 
still vying for a spot with 
the club, Snyder added.

They’ll get a chance to 
make an impression this 
weekend with exhibition 
games at Listowel Friday 
evening and on home ice 
Sunday night. The puck 
drops at the WMC at 7 
p.m. 

GOALIE: Kings happy to find 
someone to be number-one
FROM | 9

LINWOOD GIRLS TAKE TOP SPOT AT INTER-COUNTY TOURNAMENT

The Linwood bantam girls’ softball squad won the end-of-year inter-county tournament in Listowel Aug. 15-16. From left, coach Greg Quehl, Natalee Dietz, Ashlyn Shantz, Courtney Rose, 
Leah Sebben, Megan Chapman, Jessica Stewart, Lauren Quehl, Haley Burton and Abbey Fisher. Absent: Riley Barnhardt, Karly Brundula, Jocelyn Oja, Rebecca Vitello. [SUBMITTED]

Nearly 60 players came out to the Wellesley Applejacks’ training camp this week. They also scooped up some late cuts from the Elmira Sugar Kings, including Tyson Bender and Garrett 
Shultz. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Players with developmental disabilities ages 
6 and up at any skill level are welcome.

Volunteers Needed!

Do you know someone 
with special needs who 

wants to play ice hockey?

For more information
check out the Woolwich Sun Rays at

www.woolwichminorhockey.ca
or call  519.664.3555 or 519.669.2508

ATTENTION:
Rep/Competitive Coach Applications  

Due Monday, August 31st, 2015
Applications available under the Handouts section of our website

www.woolwichyouthsoccer.com
or contact our office at 519-669-1000 | woolwichyouthsc@gmail.com

Submit by Sealed Envelope ONLY, Att. VP Rep • Drop off at our office - 5 First St. E., Elmira ON

WOOLWICH  
YOUTH SOCCER

ing that the team lost in the 
finals to the eighth-ranked 
U14 girls’ team in the 
United States. “It was neat 
to play against teams from 
all over: New York, Indiana, 
everywhere in Florida. It 
was a great opportunity to 
see different types of soc-
cer from different areas.”

They kept their momen-
tum going back home, too.

In regular season 
Western Ontario Soccer 
League action, the team 
currently sits atop the 
leader board with seven 
wins, one loss and three 
draws. The club has a 
total of 44 goals for – 
including 14 from top 
scorer Alliyah Rowe – and 

just nine against. Goal-
tender Hannah Petrosino 
has posted five shutouts 
in league play so far, with 
three games remaining. 

As for the keys to the 
team’s success, Tsiloginias 
says the answer is simple.

“The girls love the game. 
They deserve all of the suc-
cess they have achieved, 
because they have worked 

SOCCER: Girls eager to repeat last year’s championship drive
FROM | 9

In 2014, the Woolwich Wolf Pack U13 Black team won the Ontario Cup. Once again putting together a strong season, the squad is looking to repeat and will play in the semi-finals Saturday 
(August 29) against Hamilton at the Ester Shiner Stadium in North York.  [SUBMITTED]

hard for it. We do practice 
a lot. It’s two a day during 
the summer, in the morn-
ing and at night during 
the week so that they stay 
together and they stay fit; 
and they want to practice 
and work at it. That cama-
raderie they have built and 
that will to win has really 
shown itself again this sea-
son.” 

Prospective Elmira 
Sugar Kings showed off 
their skills at the team’s 
main training camp last 
week, as the Junior B 
squad prepared for two 
preseason games this 
weekend.

Coaching staff are still 
narrowing down the list 
and expect to have a com-
plete roster by the Labour 
Day weekend. So far, 
they’re happy with the tal-
ent they’ve seen. 

“I’m impressed with 
our returnees this year. 
They’ve all come in, in 
excellent shape, looking 
very good on the ice and 
committed to doing a great 
job this year. So that’s been 
excellent,” said head coach 
Jeff Flanagan. 

He notes they’ve also 
seen some talented young 
players come through and 
sign, like Jeff Jordan from 
North Bay, who he says 
is fitting in well. Another 
young forward looking 
good on the ice is Tyler 
Biles.

“Sunday we cut down 
and last night we cut down 
again. So we’re to about 29, 
maybe 28 players includ-
ing goalies,” Flanagan said. 
“Everything seems to be 
coming along very well and 
we practice tonight and 
then practice Thursday, 
and then we play in Lis-
towel Friday. So we’re look-
ing forward to doing some 
finer tuning, the next two 
nights just to see compete 
level. And then on Friday 
it’ll be exciting to see these 

Roster starting to take shape for Kings’ 2015-16 season
With training camp and preseason games underway, the team is starting to pare down the list of prospects

WHITNEY NEILSON guys get in a game, espe-
cially in Listowel which is a 
very difficult arena to play 
in.”

He says the coaching 
staff is looking forward 
to seeing how quick the 
players are in a game and 
how hard they work. Tak-
ing over the role as captain 
this season is fourth-year 
veteran Rob Kohli. The 
Cambridge forward racked 
up 17 assists and 17 goals in 
the 2014-15 season, two of 
which were game-winning 
goals.

“I’ve worked with Rob for 
three years now and he’s 
the type of player, prob-
ably any team would thank 
their lucky stars to have,” 
Flanagan said. “He’s an 
extremely hard worker, he’s 
committed to the team and 
he always puts the team in 
front of himself. He feels 
strongly about doing the 
right thing, whether it’s on 
the ice and off the ice.”

 Flanagan says players 
look up to him because on 
the ice he always seems to 
do the right thing for the 
situation, and when things 
get tough, he never drops 
his head. Instead he works 
harder, and tries to find a 
different way. 

“I really can’t say enough 
good things about him. 
We’re pretty excited to have 
him leading our guys this 
year,” Flanagan said.

He’s joined by Zac Coul-
ter and Ethan Skinner as 
assistants, with a third to 
be announced later.

An Owen Sound native, 
Coulter led the team in 
scoring with 27 goals and 

37 assists, including seven 
game winning goals. This 
will be the fourth and final 
year as Sugar Kings for 
Kohli and Coulter.

Flanagan said Coulter’s 
working toward playing at 
the next level.

“Every time he asks what 
should I do or what do I 
need to do to get better, 
and we tell him, he does 
exactly what is asked of 
him,” Flanagan said. “He’s 
had some ups and downs 
as far as his on ice play over 
the past couple years, but 
he’s never got frustrated 

where it changed his game. 
He just keeps going back 
and changing things and 
working harder. The last 
two summers there were 
some specific things he 
was asked to do physically 
to be better prepared and 
he did those things and 
over the top. He came back 
in incredible shape, got 
stronger, more skilled, he 
worked his tail off to get 
better.”

Skinner came in as a 
rookie last season from 
Kincardine. He accumu-
lated 18 goals and 17 assists, 

with three game-winning 
goals for the Kings. Flana-
gan said he’s vocal in a con-
structive way, which will 
make him a good leader for 
the team.

“He worked hard at 
school, he worked hard on 
the ice. We felt that he’s a 
leader in those areas and 
we thought that he be-
ing one of our top players 
this year, when you add in 
those other things it’s go-
ing to be good leadership,” 
Flanagan said.

The Kings also signed 
forwards Jake Moggy and 

Quinten Bruce, along with 
centre Brock Welsh earlier 
this summer. Welsh was 
drafted by the Oshawa 
Generals in the OHL, so 
it all depends if he makes 
the team, whether he’ll 
be playing for Elmira this 
season.

Flanagan says despite 
numerous players aging 
out and leaving for differ-
ent leagues, they’re going 
to have another good team 
this year.

“We really hope the 
community gets out to 
support our young guys 
because one of the focuses 
this year is character and 
players who are commu-
nity minded, they’re good 
people, and who will really 
help the community of 
Elmira, whether it’s with 
the youth minor hockey or 
the school system. So we 
hope the people will come 
out and fill the arenas so 
we can make another run,” 
Flanagan said.

In preseason action, the 
Kings travel to Listowel 
Friday night to take on the 
Cyclones before return-
ing home on August 30 to 
play Cambridge at 7 p.m. 
They’ll also play Listowel 
at home on September 1 at 
7:30 p.m. and head down 
to Cambridge on Septem-
ber 5 for their final pre-
season game.

The Elmira Sugar Kings continued to narrow down their roster last weekend at their prospects training camp. They’re in Listowel Friday for 
their first exhibition game. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Election sees seniors flex their 
economic, political muscles

With back to school 
around the corner, some 
students (and their par-
ents) will be wondering if 
their course selection is 
going to help them get 

where they’re going. 
Well, if a job is your 

next stop, consid-
er this: Workopo-

lis says among the 
most common skills 

requested by employ-
ers are communication, 

customer relations, and 
writing. 

Certainly not everything 
centres around these skills. 
For example, if you’re a 
crisp, logical thinker who 
can reason through a situ-
ation – something educa-
tion at all levels aims to 
help you be – you’ll do well 
in the interviews that get 
you a job, let alone situ-
ations you encounter in 
everyday life. 

But you still need to 
be able to communicate 
whatever enlightenment 
you have to offer. So, in the 
end, communication skills 
are indeed a vital part of 
the whole package. As @
craigcrest said as part of a 
Twitter conversation about 
this Workopolis report, “we 
have different natural tal-
ents. Skills can be acquired 

Skills 
delivering 
balanced 
messages 
are vital

ROBERTS | 14

Already a segment that sees plenty of government spending, seniors’ groups continue to press for 
changes to enhance programs

GENERATIONS | 14

The economic clout of 
seniors is readily appar-
ent. At election time, their 
political influence is in full 
force.

On September 3, the 
Waterloo Region chapter of 
the Canadian Association 
of Retired Persons (CARP) 
will host an electoral forum 
focused on seniors’ issues.

It’s an important event 
for local candidates in the 
federal election scheduled 
for October 19, as older Ca-
nadians have consistently 
voted in much higher num-
bers than their younger 
counterparts.

Held at the CIGI Cam-
pus in Waterloo beginning 
at 6:15 p.m., the forum 
will include Peter Braid 
(Conservative-Waterloo), 
Richard Walsh (Green 
Party-Waterloo), Raj Saini 
(Liberal -Kitchener Center) 
and Susan Cadell (NDP- 
Kitchener Center).  Other 
candidates are expected to 
join as well, to debate some 
of the key policy topics at 
the heart of CARP’s advo-
cacy program.

“For older Canadians the 
two big issues that have 
always been neck and neck 
are financial security in 
retirement and access to 
healthcare,” said Susan 
Eng, vice-president for 
advocacy at CARP. “Those 
two broad categories would 
be on everybody’s list of 
priorities.”

More specifically, CARP 
members are interested in 

seeing improvements to 
the Canada Pension Plan, 
not just because it would 
have an immediate finan-
cial benefit for themselves, 
but rather because they 
understand the program’s 
importance and are con-
cerned about their children 
and grandchildren’s well-
being. CARP members are 
also very concerned about 
healthcare, Eng added, and 

are particularly interested 
in seeing reforms in the 
area of pharmacare.

And candidates would do 
well to know their stuff, as 
CARP members are “policy 
wonks who are engaged in 
the issues and are some of 
the most avid voters in the 
country,” Eng said.

Take the 2011 federal 

TRUST Your Hearing to an Audiologist!

• Born & Raised in Elmira
• Grand daughter of 

Levi & Melinda Shantz
• Supporting Community 

for 19 years.

Juliane Shantz
B.A. (Hons), M.CI.SC, AuD,
Doctor of Audiology

Audiologists
Complete 7-10 Years of

University Education

ELMIRA  519-669-4425   |   www.earandhearingclinic.com   |   The Clock Tower Wellness Centre

80 Years of Combined Experience!

SCOTT BARBER

Paul Kershaw

$202,794
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$382,513
2012

YOUNG CANADIANS HAVE TO SAVE UP TO 
3X LONGER FOR A 20% DOWN PAYMENT

$42,480
vs

$46,680

EARNINGS
FOR AGE 25-34
ARE DOWN

Susan Eng
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with practice and determi-
nation. Communications is 
KEY to success.”

As a writer, I’m encour-
aged to see writing skills 
weighing in so heavily. I’m 
particularly pleased now 
that social media has taken 
hold and so many more 
people are communicating 
messages. 

Here’s why. Professional 
journalists spend a couple 
of years in college or four 
years in university learn-
ing their trade, earning a 
diploma or degree. Maybe 
it goes without saying that 
in doing so, they learn a 
variety of communica-
tions skills. But I’ll say it 
anyway, because it follows 
that someone without such 
training, who develops a 
blog or website and calls 

themselves a citizen jour-
nalist, may be lacking in 
some of those communica-
tions skills.

Also pertinent to this 
discussion is the fact that 
one reason citizen journal-
ism caught on was because 
readers, listeners and view-
ers wanted to hear more 
from decision makers and 
opinion leaders. Through 
citizen journalism, people 
who found it tough to have 
a voice in conventional 
media have their own me-
dia, for better or worse. 
Polarization can happen, 
and does, when those who 
think a certain way draw 
news only from sources 
with a limited scope.

This is tough on con-
ventional agriculture, and 
science. It’s discouraging 
to reach out to those who 

see things differently, to try 
to reach some level of un-
derstanding and balance, 
when the forums they fre-
quent aren’t open to hear-
ing both sides.

A new research paper in 
the Annals of the American 
Academy of Political and 
Social Sciences suggests jour-
nalists have an even bigger 
role in what’s called knowl-
edge-based journalism. 

It’s kind of an odd-
sounding discipline – after 
all, isn’t all journalism 
supposed to be knowledge 
based? 

This paper’s authors 
argue that journalists and 
their news organizations 
have an important role to 
play in contextualizing 
and critically evaluating 
expert knowledge. They 
are well placed to facilitate 

discussion that bridges 
entrenched ideological 
positions. And finally, they 
can promote consideration 
of a broader menu of policy 
options and technologies. 

Some conventional 
journalists think adding 
perspective to a discussion 
is already their role. I agree. 

But adding perspective 
doesn’t mean just present-
ing one side. That may 
please those who are not 
interested in a broad vi-

sion. But to deepen the 
understanding of any is-
sue, it’s important to hear 
all sides.

My colleague Jim Evans 
from the University of Il-
linois and I have created a 
blogging approach we hope 
promotes knowledge-based 
journalism, while simulta-
neously making it possible 
for citizen journalists to 
make their points.

It’s a straight-forward, 
three-paragraph structure. 

The writer starts with the 
issue, then brings in the 
new development in the 
second paragraph, and fi-
nally, gives their opinion in 
the third paragraph. 

By then, readers hopeful-
ly have enough background 
to agree, disagree or con-
verse intelligently.

Sharing information and 
transferring knowledge re-
quires as many tools as we 
can muster. And the easier 
it is to use them, the better.

ROBERTS: Information is one thing, but the key is to communicate it well and in context
FROM | 13

Authorized by the Official Agent for Harold Albrecht

Reducing the tax burden to its 
lowest level in 50 years

Managing Canada’s economy to 
be among the strongest in the G7

1.3 million jobs created 
since 2009

#ProvenLeadership
On October 19th, vote for Proven Leadership 
for a Strong Canada. Vote Conservative.

Re-elect Harold Albrecht in
Kitchener-Conestoga.

www.haroldalbrecht.ca

We’re excited to welcome 
you back to school on 
Tuesday, September 8th

#WRDSBFirstDay
Don’t Miss the Bus!
Schedules will be available  
at the end of August.

:  

Services of Waterloo Region at: 
www.stswr.ca or call 519-650-4934.
Need to register? 

 

Visit us at www.wrdsb.ca/our-schools 

September is Coming! 
Get ready to start an amazing new  
year of learning, discovering, and  
creating memories.

election as an ex-
ample. There, 75.1 per 
cent of eligible voters 
aged 65-74 cast a bal-
lot, while the numbers 
for those between 55-
64 (71.5) and the oldest 
bracket, 75 plus (60.3) 
remained relatively 
high. On the other hand, 
just 38.8 per cent of those 
between 18-24 took part. 
And while the numbers 
are less striking for Canadi-
ans aged 25-34 (45.1), 35-44 
(54.4) and 45-54 (64.5), vot-
ing numbers clearly skew 
towards the elderly.

In turn, government 
spending has increasingly 
slanted in favour of the old, 
says Paul Kershaw, a public 
policy professor at the Uni-
versity of British Columbia 
who founded the advocacy 
group Generation Squeeze.

Their statistics show that 
on average, Canadian gov-
ernments (at the federal, 
provincial and municipal 
levels) spend more than 
$35,000 each year on citi-
zens over the age of 65, but 
less than $12,000 for those 
under 45.

The result has been a 
squeeze on young people 
that has seen real wages 
stagnate or shrink while 
the cost of living has sky-
rocketed.  

“(Young Canadians) 

earn thousands less than 
previous generations even 
though they are more than 
twice as likely to have some 
form of post-secondary 
education,” Kershaw 
explained, on the line 
from a policy conference 
at Queen’s University in 
Kingston. “Young Canadi-
ans are saddled with larger 
student debts and are faced 
with housing prices that 
are hundreds of thousands 
of dollars higher than those 
seen by previous genera-
tions. That is representa-
tive of a deterioration of 
our socioeconomic circum-
stances and our politics 
have been focused primar-
ily on adapting to the aging 
population. Which is not 
unimportant, I want us to 
do that, but we also need 
to simultaneously adapt 
for our 20, 30 and 40s year-

GENERATIONS: While there are conflicting 
priorities, seniors do tend to get out and vote
FROM | 13 olds.”

But while CARP and 
Generation Squeeze 
may seem to be in-

extricably at odds 
politically, neither 

organization sees it 
that way.

“If we are looking 
for how to ease the 

financial squeeze, the 
housing squeeze, the 

family squeeze and the 
time squeeze we don’t 

necessarily have to look 
at taking away x, y and z 
resources from our parents 
and grandparents,” Ker-
shaw said. “We could look 
at, for example, how we 
subsidize the mining, oil 
and gas, and forestry indus-
tries and if we actually add 
all of those together it is 
much more generous than 
how we invest in the gen-
eration raising kids. Have 
we found the right balance? 
Or we could look at the 
fact that our crime rates 
are dropping and yet our 
spending on building pris-
ons and such has increased. 
Maybe we could reallocate 
resources from there.”

The point of Generation 
Squeeze isn’t to aim to-
wards taking funding away 
from seniors, Kershaw ex-
plained, but rather to look 
at CARP as a source of in-
spiration for how political 
mobilization can still work 
in Canada. 
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Sleeping Beauty 
updated, but with 
a nod to tradition
Ballet Jörgen’s world premiere tour of the production 

brings it to Drayton’s Dunfield Theatre this fall

Saniya Abilmajineva, 
as Aurora, will feel the 
struggle between good 
and evil in Ballet Jorgen’s 
production of Sleeping 
Beauty at the Dunfield 
Theatre on Oct. 4. 
[SUBMITTED]

Gore Park, Elmira

Sunday Night
2015

FREE

CONCERT SERIES

BRING YOUR OWN LAWN CHAIRS

EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT ALL SUMMER LONG!FREE     7-9PM

THE OBSERVER PRESENTS

SUN AUG 30

Dickie Dugal
& U-Turn

Aurora and her be-
loved prince hit the stage 
this fall in Ballet Jörgen’s 
world premiere tour of 
Sleeping Beauty at the Dun-
field Theatre in Cambridge. 

Hosted by Drayton En-
tertainment, there will be 
two performances of this 
all ages event on October 4. 

Clea Iveson, education 
manager for Canada’s Bal-
let Jörgen, says they’re 
hoping people who enjoyed 
their production of Cinder-
ella last year will return to 
see their rendition of Sleep-
ing Beauty, which unlike 
Cinderella, is something 
they’ve never done before.

“It’s a ballet that [artistic 
director] Bengt Jörgen re-
ally wanted to create anew 
as part of the company’s 
tradition and commitment 
to making ballet relevant, 
and drawing upon the clas-
sic history and the tradi-
tion, but bringing it into the 
contemporary time that we 
live in now, honoring both 
worlds and bringing that to 
be in a beautiful ballet, like 
Sleeping Beauty,” Iveson 
said.

Traditionally set in court, 
Ballet Jörgen’s production 
instead plays out in a magi-
cal, mystical place. Iveson 
refers to it as a proverbial 
garden of Eden. She says 
work on the ballet began 
almost two years ago, with 
costume and set designers 
working together to make 
sure the costumes match 
the environment.

“We are using the tra-
ditional music, so Tchai-
kovsky’s score, it has been 
clearly written already,” 
Iveson said. “We will be 
editing it because it was 
written as a three-hour bal-
let and audiences in this 
day and age are not looking 
to be in the theatre for that 
long. That’s part of bringing 
it up to date.”

WHITNEY NEILSON Despite shortening the 
ballet, she says they’re not 
leaving anything crucial 
out of show. Rather, they’re 
tightening it to have more 
impact and more dramatic 
storytelling. This is possible 
by cutting out the “fluff” of 
the ballet. This means the 
crew have been working 
extra hard, ensuring music 
edits are carefully 
structured to flow 
with the movement 
of the dancers.

While there’s 
plenty of fairies 
and flowers, at the 
root of the story 
is the traditional 
struggle of good 
versus evil, seen 
through the 
Lilac Fairy and 
Carabosse.

“One of the 
fundamental con-
cepts in terms of charac-
terization in this production 
is the concept of the rose 
and the thorn, where the 
main character Aurora is 
a budding rose that has to 
deal with the fact that she 
has thorns, as well as be-
ing a beautiful rose. That’s 
where you’re going to see 
the tug and pull of good 
and evil. It also ties in with 
a sense of nature and spring 
and blossoming, and then 
the dying off in winter,” Ive-
son explained.

In Jorgen’s interpretation, 
Aurora will represent na-
ture, with the wicked fairy 
(Caraboose) as winter, until 
a young man, as spring, lets 
the sun awaken Aurora.

They’re maintaining the 
classical component of the 
ballet, by honoring Marius 
Petipa’s original choreogra-
phy of the ballet from 1890. 
Iveson says this means 
there are plenty of challeng-
ing technical aspects for the 
dancers.

“Plot-wise there will cer-
tainly be some points where 
establishing the plot of the 

story is important and some 
gesture, dance, would carry 
its weight when it comes to 
basic plot advancement. It’s 
a little bit more like mime, 
but where gesture means 
something more specific in 
terms of something that’s 
happening,” Iveson said.

For someone who’s never 
seen a ballet, Iveson says it’s 
hard to put into words how 
the story is told, because 
there are no words. It comes 
down to the combination 
of the dancing and music. 
Petipa’s other famous cho-
reography works include 
The Nutcracker, Cinderella, 
and Swan Lake.

“Really when you put 
all the pieces together, the 
heart of the story is commu-
nicated by the movement of 
the dancers and how they 
move, the relationships 
that they dance with both 
their environment and each 
other. It will create a feel-
ing that carries the story in 
terms of its impact on your 
heart from beginning to 
end,” Ive- son said.

She hopes 
audi- ences will 

get wrapped 
up in the story 

and that they’re able 
to create a magical environ-
ment for the whole family.

“I think stepping out of 
it it’s going to have people 
reflecting on that duality of 
the good and the evil that’s 
in all of us and that we have 
to function with us in life,” 
Iveson said.

Ballet Jörgen presents 
Sleeping Beauty at the Dun-
field Theatre in Cambridge 
on Oct. 4. Show times are 
11:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. Tickets 
are $35 for adults and $25 for 
youth under 20 years old. 
Tickets can be purchased at 
www.dunfieldtheatrecam-
bridge.com, in person at 
the Dunfield Theatre Cam-
bridge box office, or by call-
ing (519) 621-8000 or toll free 
1-855-DRAYTON (372-9866).
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LOOKING FOR A 
CHANGE OF PACE?

YOUR NEW JOB IS IN 
THE OBSERVER

HELP WANTED

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

Construction or
Industrial Millwrights

2nd & 3rd Year Apprentices

Millwright Leadhands

Assets:
  

 

 

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

   

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their 

interest but only those considered 
will be contacted.

• Arc Welding
• Blueprint Reading
• Agricultural background
• Leadership Ability
• Must be able to pass CWB Welding Test 

SMAW all position

3-4 Years Experience

Fermon Construction Inc.

Construction Labourers
Fermon Construction is a General 

Contractor located in Hawkesville, Ont. 
Specializing in concrete forming.

Due to continued growth we are looking 
to �ll multiple positions, if you are a 

hardworking individual looking for steady 
employment please contact Fermon at

1-519-699-4095 
fermon@fermonconstruction.com

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CLEANING LADY WANTED. 
6-10 hrs/week, variable, flex 
hours, $20/hr., comfortable, 
air cond. newer home. Start 
immediately. 519-669-3295.

HELP WANTED

HR Assistant

Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. is a fast paced livestock feed manufacturing 
facility serving farmers across Ontario. Our mandate is to provide leadership in 
the delivery of nutritional solutions and support for our customers in achieving 
their goals. We have a dedicated team that takes pride in making sure we meet 
or exceed our customers’ expectations.

We currently have an opening for an

The company is growing and this role will be responsible for providing 
administrative support to the HR Manager. To be effective in the role he/she 
will be highly organized with an excellent attention to detail along with strong 
math skills. This position will also have the opportunity to provide support to 
the Communications Specialist for special events, trade shows and newsletters.

The successful candidate will develop effective working relationships with 
employees, assisting them with payroll and benefit related inquiries. Strong 
communication, customer service and organization skills are required.

To apply, forward your resume to recruiting@wfs.ca 
no later than September 11, 2015.

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, and thank all applicants in advance. 
Accommodations are available during all stages of the recruitment process.

HELP WANTED

Part-Time Production
Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. is a fast paced feed manufacturing facility 
serving livestock and poultry farmers across Ontario. Our mandate is to provide 
leadership in the delivery of nutritional solutions and support for our customers 
in achieving their goals. We have a dedicated team of employees who take 
pride in making sure we meet or exceed our customers’ expectations.

We are accepting applications for part-time production opportunities 
operating mixing and pelleting equipment. The positions are afternoon and 
night shifts on weekends. These positions require hard-working, responsible 
individuals with excellent attention to detail, strong organizational skills and 
the ability to perform repeated heavy lifting.

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, and thank 
all applicants in advance. Accommodations are available 

during all stages of the recruitment process.

If you are interested in a rewarding work life please
submit your resume via mail to P.O. Box 22,

7307 Wellington Road 86, Wallenstein Ont., N0B 2S0 or
via email to recruiting@wfs.ca by September 11, 2015.

HELP WANTED

Receiving, picking orders, packing, 
shipping, general warehouse labour.
Must be able to lift 50lbs. 

Send resume to:
gifts@edenborough.com

FULL-TIME 
WAREHOUSE POSITION

HELP WANTED

Available now until Nov 15th. Receiving, 
picking orders, packing, shipping, 
general warehouse labour.  

Send resume to:
gifts@edenborough.com

TEMPORARY FULL-TIME
WAREHOUSE POSITIONS

Full-time

Pallet Repair
person required.

Includes benefits.
Call Tim at 

519-664-3688 
or email: 

info@willowbraepallets.com

HELP
WANTED

Willow Brae Pallets

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

The Township of Woolwich is accepting 
resumes for the position of:

RECREATION PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR

For more details please visit our website 
at www.woolwich.ca

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME HELP NEEDED on 
a Linwood area dairy farm. 
Experience an asset, but will 
train if necessary. Apply to 
519-504-5860.

PERMANENT FULL/PART 
TIME help required on 
Poultry farm. Flexible hours. 
Wallenstein area. Reply 
to: Box 150, c/o Woolwich 
Observer, 20-B Arthur St. N., 
Elmira, On. N3B 1Z9.

WORK WANTED

CREW CAB F350 and 25’ 
trailer for hire. 12,000 lbs 
or 30’ maximum. Vehicles, 
boats, equipment, freight 
etc. CVOR, AZ and cargo 
insurance. Please contact 
226-220-4277.

WORK WANTED

RETIREE WANTS PART time 
job. 20 - 25 hours weekly. Is 
flexible. 519-664-2161.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

PIANO LESSONS AVAILABLE 
- any age or level welcome. 
One hour $33. 519-669-5046.

PRE-SCHOOL CLASSES TUES. 
Wed. or Thurs. mornings 
9-11:30 a.m. FUN WITH MUSIC, 
$19 per class. Stories, crafts 
and songs. 519-669-5046.

CHILD CARE

IN COMPLIANCE WITH the 
Child Care & Early Years 
Act 2015, I have tow child 
care positions available 
September 2015. Aged 2+ 
yrs. Exciting theme based 
learning. Ten years’ experi-
ence. References available 
upon request. Call Christa 
519-210-0093 or email cut-
tleyc523@rogers.com

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treatment 
of specific health conditions 
or wellness maintenance. 
KEVIN BARTLEY, Professional 
Bowenwork Practitioner, 
Clock Tower Wellness Centre, 
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
519-669-0112. Every Body is 
Better with Bowen!
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Retail Sales Associate
Looking for a mature person with good retailing 
qualities and communication skills, friendly 
customer service and motivated: must be able 
to work some Saturdays and evenings. 

Job description: sales, writing orders, pricing 
stock, computer skills and general duties. This 
position is for a mature adult and student looking 
for flexible full-time and part-time hours. 

Apply in person with resume to: 
W.C. Brown and Sons – Men’s Clothier, 

Downtown Elmira · 519-669-1152

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED | AUCTIONS | PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

2ND MORTGAGE OF \
cs0 $75,000 required for 
commercial building in 
Elmira for 2 year period. 
Security: building & equip-
ment. Intereest of 10% paid 
monthly. 519-589-7547.

FOR SALE

APPLE VALLEY FARMS 
Cider Mill. Custom press-
ing, custom apple butter 
cooking, cider and apple 
sauce. Laverne Bauman, 
Millbank On. 519-595-3398.

HONEY, NEW CROP. From the 
hills and dales of Woolwich, 
Wellesley and Perth. Call 
Bauman Apiaries 519-595-4885.

INSULATED DOOR PANELS - 
various lengths - 12’ & 14’ . Ideal 
for covering or lining sheds, 
under concrete. Also, 2 brand 
new roll up doors, still in crate. 
16’ and 20’. 519-848-2270.

LADIES OXFORD SHOES, 9 
wide, almost new. Please call 
519-662-9368 New Hamburg.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND LAWN 
SEED - Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

SOFTNER SALT - 20kg bags, 
minimum 25 bags, skid 
lots of 56. Delivered in St. 
Jacobs, St. Clements, Elmira 
& Linwood areas. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

AUCTIONS

SAT. AUG. 29 at 9:00 a.m. 
- Consignment auction of 
machinery; tools; miscel-
laneous items; horse drawn 
equipment; household 
effects; wood working tools 
and much more to be held 
at the farm of Enos Bauman 
at 2620 Moser Young Rd St. 
Clements. Approx. 2 kms 
west of St. Clements or 3 kms 
north of Bamberg. Jantzi 
Auctions, 519-656-3555,  
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF Household 
goods, antiques, sports mem-
orabilia and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at the K.W. 
Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 
2 miles south of Wellesley, for 
the Donald MacDonald Estate, 
Hickson, on Monday Septem-
ber 7th at 10 a.m.

AUCTION SALE OF tools, old 
Canadian coins, household 
goods, antiques and miscel-
laneous items, to be held at 
the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south of 
Wellesley, for Gerry & Mary 
Maier, Kitchener, Jean Kipfer, 
New Hamburg, Leona Erb, 
Stratford & Nadene Bragg, 
New Hamburg, on Thursday 
September 10th at 10 a.m.

09/12 AUCTION SALE of Tractor, 
JD riding lawn mowers, tools, 
household effects, antiques 
and miscellaneous items, to 
be held at 2154 Three Bridges 
Rd., Woolwich Twp. (2 miles 
northwest of St. Jacobs - north 
off Hawkesville Rd.), for Agnes 
& the late Ivan Kraemer, and 
Wayne & Joanne Freeman, 
on Saturday, September 12th 
at 9 a.m.

AUCTIONS

SAT. SEPT. 12 at 10:00 a.m. 
- Clearing auction sale of 
forklift; generator; mig 
welder; tools; miscellaneous 
items to be held at 37 Mill 
St. East Unit 5, in Elmira for 
OSCM Inc. Jantzi Auctions 
519-656-3555, www.jantzi-
auctions.com

HAY & STRAW

QUALITY ROUND OR Square 
- rotary chopped or conven-
tional straw at competitive 
prices. Delivered to your 
yard. Call or text Andrew 
Martin at 519-581-7704 or 
Matt Frey at 519-998-0657.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

SEED WHEAT AND FERTIL-
IZER competitive pricing. 
Rye seed, winter barley. 
Hard red wheats, Callus, 
Princeton and Sampson. 
Soft red wheats, Emmit, 
CM614, Wave, Emperor and 
more. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

AUTOMOTIVE

2005 NISSAN ALTIMA 2.5. 
“Bronze brown” colour. 
Winter tires. 111,750 kms. 
Body checked. Call 519-669-
2702.

2006 TOYOTA COROLLA LE. 
Four door. $6,000. OBO. 
50,000 kms, outstanding 
condition, will certify. Call 
519-669-8929 ask for Steve.

RENTALS

1 BEDROOM MODERN apart-
ment, close to downtown. 
Secured entrance, free 
laundry, A/C, gas fireplace, 
lots of closet space. Call 
Hugh at 519-669-5533 after 
6PM. Available September 
1st.

DUKE OF ERB Suites has a 
1st floor 925 square foot 
two bedroom suite avail-
able for November 1, 2015. 
It features four stainless 
steel appliances - stove, 
fridge, OTR microwave and 
dishwasher plus in suite 
laundry, granite counters in 
kitchen and four piece bath-
room, bamboo and ceramic 
tile floors, private balcony, 
privately controlled air 
conditioning and heating, 
security entrance, parking, 
large basement storage 
locker and more. Call 289-
242-1736, visit our web site 
at www.dukeoferb.ca or 
email duke3erb@gmail.ca.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

CUSTOM APPLE JUICE 
pressing. Also, juice sales. 
Place order early for best 
availability. Cedar Ridge 
Pressing, Wesley Martin, 
3175 Northfield Dr., Elmira. 
519-669-3541.

NEED YOUR LEAVES and 
Fall Clean Up Done? \cs0 
For a free quote call John’s 
Quality Home Services 519-
669-4955.

SPRUCEHOME MOTORS - 
Electric motors, sales and 
repairs. Heidelberg, Ontario. 
Mervin Martin 519-699-6078.

GARAGE 
SALES

ST. CLEMENTS COMMUNITY 
Wide Garage Sale & BBQ 
at the Pavilion. Saturday 
September 12, 2015 8:00am. 
For information contact Jen 
Connolly 519-699-9277 or 
Melanie Martin 519-699-5116 
Find us on Facebook! Search 
St. Clements Recreation 
Service Board

GARAGE 
SALES

83 NORTHSIDE DR., St. 
Jacobs. Fri. Aug 29 4pm 
- 8pm & Sat. Aug. 29 8am - 
3pm. Housewares, furniture, 
renovation items: bathroom 
sinks, doors, plumbing and 
much more. Weather per-
mitting.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

TRAVELLING SOUTH THIS 
Winter? Do you need 
someone reliable, insured 
and bondable to watch over 
you home for insurance 
purposes? Call John’s Quality 
Home Services 519-669-4955.

GARAGE 
SALES

203 ST. CHARLES St. W, 
between Bloomingdale and 
Maryhill, Sept 4 - 7, 8am. 
Quilt racks, quilt material, 
dishes, lots of cassette tapes 
and movies, mens tools and 
lots more.

Notice of Change to Study Scope 
East Side Lands Wastewater Servicing 

Class Environmental Assessment
The Regional Municipality of Waterloo (Region) began a Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) 
in 2013 to establish the preferred design concept for a new pumping station and forcemain to convey 
wastewater from planned development areas in parts of the City of Cambridge and the Township 
of Woolwich (the “East Side Lands”). The wastewater infrastructure is needed to facilitate the land 
development objectives of the Regional Growth Management Strategy, the Region Official Plan, and 
the East Side Lands Stage 1 Master Environmental Servicing Plan.

The purpose of this update notice is to advise stakeholders and interested members of the public 
of the following changes that have been made to the scope and objectives of the Class EA:

• The range of alternative solutions being considered has been broadened since the study 
began. The range of concepts now includes alternatives to convey wastewater by gravity 
sewer most of the way or all of the way to the Kitchener WWTP. This approach could 
potentially avoid the need for a Regional pump station, or perhaps achieve efficiencies by 
allowing the pump station to be located closer to the existing Kitchener WWTP property. 

• The Class EA objective will be to establish the long-term preferred design concept for 
servicing the whole of the East Side Lands. The short-term wastewater servicing for the 
Stage 1 lands will be re-evaluated separately, as part of the 2015 update to the Region’s 
Wastewater Treatment Master Plan. 

This study is being conducted in accordance with the requirements of a Schedule “B” project of 
the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment.

Public participation is a vital component of this study, to ensure that anyone interested in the 
project has an opportunity to get involved and provide input to the study process. A Public 
Consultation Centre (PCC) will be convened to solicit input from project stakeholders and the 
public. Details of the PCC will be published at a future date.

Any parties interested in the project, who would like to obtain more information about the study 
or be added to the study mailing list to receive future study notifications, should contact the 
Region’s Project Manager: Dave Arsenault, P.Eng., M.Sc., Senior Project Engineer, 150 Frederick 
Street, Kitchener ON, darsenault@regionofwaterloo.ca, 519-575-4757 x3682. 

Further details are available at the Region’s Public Notices webpage at www.regionofwaterloo.ca 
(“Public Notices” link in the top right of the homepage). 

If you have any trouble viewing this information, or to obtain a full copy of any public notice, please 
contact the Regional Clerk’s office at 519-575-4400 or email regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca.

AUCTIONS

AUCTIONEERS:
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of

Household goods, antiques, sports 
memorabilia and miscellaneous items, to 

be held at the K.W. Khaki Club,
2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south of 

Wellesley, for the Donald MacDonald 
Estate, Hickson, on

Monday, September 7th @ 10:00 a.m.

HOUSEHOLD:  Fridge.  Upright freezer.  
Frigidaire small chest freezer.  Whirlpool Duet 
HT front load washer & dryer on pedestals – 
good.  Newton (Francis Furniture) 6pc. oak 
queen bedroom suite – excellent.  Roxton 
4pc. double bedroom suite – good.  Cedar 
chests (1 with inlay).  Oak roll top desk.  2 
oak china cabinets (1 – 4 door), both nice.  
Roxton maple double pedestal table & 6 
chairs.  Oak hall bench with mirror and coat 
hooks – nice.  6 oak bar stools (arrow backs).  
Matching leather recliner & reclining sofa 
(red/burgundy).  Matching leather recliner & 
loveseat with centre console (red/burgundy).  
Leather 3pc set (sofa, loveseat, recliner), 
tan colour.  Green leather recliners.  Note – 
Majority of leather furniture is Palliser and 
in excellent condition.  Oak storage cabinet.  
Desk & office chair.  Oak hall bench – nice.  
Maple & oak coffee & end table sets.  Oak 
deacon’s bench.  Oak rocker.  Pine blanket 
box.  2 glider rockers with ottomans.  Hall 
trees.  Rose reclining sofa.  Green La-Z-
Boy recliner.  4 leather animals.  Craftline 
oak grandfather clock, 85in. high, excellent.  
Panasonic 58in. TV (2012).  Panasonic Viesa 
64in. TV (wall mount).  Panasonic Viesa 
42in. TV (2010).  Samsung 32in. TV.  5 Bose 
“Acoustic Wave Music System II” units.  
Electronics.  Dimplex Purifire electric heater, 
wall mount, remote – good.  Filing cabinets.  
Dehumidifiers.  Large selection of Cutco 
knives with blocks (white & black).  Books.  
CD’s.  Crokinole boards.  Bedding & linen.  
Good lamps.  Christmas décor.  Pictures & 
wall art, plus other quality household goods.
ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES:  Small fumed 
oak drop front desk.  Work table.  Fold over 
table & chairs.  4 Canadian Baseball Hall of 
Fame, St. Mary’s, baseball bat chairs and 2 
sets of 3 - Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame 
baseball bat stools – a must see!  2 Edison 
table top gramophones with cylinders.  
Toronto Maple Leaf & NHL collectibles and 
pictures.  MLB collectibles.  Lots of bobble 
heads.  Welding, Brantford and other crocks.  
Table top butter churn.  Gone-with-the-wind 
lamp.  Nice selection of steins (some up to 
26in. tall).  Brass fire extinguisher.  Pieced 
quilts.  Sandicast animals including life sized 
dog.  Collection of “Nut Cracker” people.  
Stuffed collectibles.  “Gund” collectible 
bears.  English set of china.  China & glass 
(some coloured).  
Note – An interesting offering with loads of 
quality furniture.  See www.auctionsfind.
com/gerber for photos.  Lunch booth.  Terms 
– Cash, debit of cheque with I.D.  10% 
buyer’s premium.  

HELP WANTED

FULL-TIME
DAY SHIFT

Now Hiring

Looking for an experienced metal polisher 
for a full-time day shift position. Job involves 
polishing parts in preparation for decorative 
plating. Ef�ciency and attention to detail 

are two key required attributes.
PLEASE CALL 519-669-1281

ASK FOR BRIAN

HELP WANTED

FULL TIME PSW 
REQUIRED

IN SMALL RETIREMENT HOME 
Pleasant working conditions. 
Experience with Dementia 

clients an advantage.
Fax resume to 519-648-3388 or 
email: info@hillsideresidence.ca
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Community
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“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4504  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 519-664-2613 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4504  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 519-664-2613 Fax: 519-669-1820

PUBLIC NOTICE 
FOR THE SALE AND DISPOSITION OF TOWNSHIP LAND

AND
TO CLOSE A TOWNSHIP ROAD PERMANENTLY

Committee of the Whole
Tuesday September 29, 2015

6:00 p.m.
Council Chambers, Township of Woolwich Offices

24 Church Street South, Elmira
The Township of Woolwich is pro-
viding notice, in accordance with 
Section 7 of Township of Woolwich 
By-law 86-2013 to provide for the 
sale and disposition of Township 
land. Council intends to consider 
the declaration of New Germany 
Lane as surplus property and to 
close the road permanently, pur-
suant to Section 34(1) of the Mu-
nicipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001, Ch. 
25, for the purpose of transferring 
the road allowance to the Regional 
Municipality of Waterloo as a lot 
addition to the Waterloo Interna-
tional Airport lands. 

New Germany Lane is a Township 
rural dead-end road, connected to 
Cober Road to the west and situated 
immediately southeast of the Airport (see map). The road allowance is approximately 390 metres 
in length, 10 metres in width and a total area of approximately 3000 square metres (0.3 ha). The 
Township currently maintains a 300 metre portion of this travelled road.

The purpose of this meeting is to solicit input from the public. If Council decides to declare New 
Germany Lane as surplus and to close the road permanently, then a by-law(s) would be passed 
at a subsequent meeting of Council.

For additional information regarding the sale, disposition and closure of New Germany Lane, 
please contact John Scarfone, Manager of Planning at 519-669-6037 or 519-664-2613 ext. 6037 
or by email at jscarfone@woolwich.ca. 

If you wish to address the Committee of Whole at the above-noted meeting regarding the sale, 
disposition and closure of New Germany Lane, please register as a delegation by contacting Julie 
Forth at 519-669-6010 or 519-664-2613 ext. 6010 or by email at jforth@woolwich.ca. 

Norris, Bill Sr.
In loving memory of a dear father, 

grandfather and great grandfather who 
passed away September 3rd, 1986.

Sadly missed but the memories  
live forever.
Love always.

Bill and Ruth Norris and family

Brinley Rose Frey

Trevor Frey and Angie Sherrer welcome 
with love the birth of their daughter 

Brinley Rose, on Thursday, August 6, 2015 
at 11:05 PM, weighing 7 lbs 15 oz. Proud 

and delighted grandparents are Dave and 
Ingrid Sherrer of Linwood and Dale and 

Cheryl Frey of St. Jacobs. Also welcoming 
Brinley are Aunt Julie, Uncle Craig and 
cousin Hailey, Aunt Nicole, Uncle Rob, 

cousins Brody and Peyton.
“A wonderful gift, so precious and sweet
Our hearts are full, our lives complete”

Nancy Louise Richards

A wonderful wife, mother and 
grandma that left us one year ago. 
Remembering you is easy, we do it 

everyday. Our memories of you will 
live on forever and never be forgotten, 

until we meet again. 

In loving memory of 

Love always Don and Candy. 
Dean, Spencer, Sheri, Tinus, Taylor and Natalie

Sakes Alive! Ralph and 
Jean Morby turned 65!
*(Ralph on June 19 and Jean on August 22)*

Call 519-669-8242 for details.

The Morby Family invites you to an  
Open House 

Sunday, August 30th, from 2:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
at Emmanuel E.M. Church, (Accessible) 

corner of Arthur and First St. W. 
Elmira, ON. 

OBITUARY

Martin, Lydia
Passed away at her home on Saturday, 
August 22, 2015, at the age of 69 years. 
Lydia (Brubacher) Martin was the 
beloved wife of Daniel Martin. Dear 
mother of Rebecca (Edwin) Martin of 
St. Jacobs, Aden (Lydia) of RR 2, Elmira, 
Alvin (Irene) of Listowel, Isaiah (Anna) 
of RR 2, Englehart, Henry (Maryann) 
of St. Clements, and Oscar (Ruth) of 
RR 2, West Montrose. Remembered by 
her siblings Malinda (Sam) Bowman of 
RR 1, Wallenstein, Noah (Malinda) of 
Holyrood, Onias (Nancy) of Linwood, and 
Amsey (Louisa) of Waterloo. Predeceased 
by her daughter Hannah Martin (1984), 
parents Manasseh and Annie (Martin) 
Brubacher, and four brothers in infancy. 
The family received relatives and friends 
at the family home, 1230 Jigs Hollow 
Road, RR 2, West Montrose, on Sunday 
from 2-8 p.m. and Monday from 1-6 p.m. 
where a family service was conducted on 
Tuesday, August 25, 2015, at 9 a.m., then 
to Winterbourne Mennonite Meeting 
House for interment and public service.

Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Poffenroth, Allan Arthur
Passed away suddenly on Wednesday, 
August 19, 2015 at the age of 68 years. 
Allan Poffenroth of Elmira was the 
beloved husband of Darlyn (McGaghran) 
Poffenroth. Dear father of Aaron 
Poffenroth (Brandy Berscht) of Elmira, 
and Taylor Poffenroth of Telkwa, B.C. 
He was predeceased by his parents Julius 
and Agnes (Link) Poffenroth, and his 
sister Faye (Dennis) McAndrew. Allan was 
a lifelong resident of Elmira; a member 
of the Knights of Columbus, St. Teresa’s 
Parish, Elmira; the Kiwanis Club of Elmira 
where he co-ordinated the Trees for Elmira 
Program. He was a founding partner 
of Coach House Realty and served as a 
ward one councillor for 2010 – 2014 term 
of Council, Township of Woolwich. The 
family received friends and relatives for 
visitation at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira on Sunday, August 
23, 2015 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. with Parish 
Prayers at 8:45 p.m. Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated at St. Teresa of Avila 
R.C. Church on Monday, August 24, 2015 
at 11 a.m. Interment took place in Elmira 
Union Cemetery, followed by a reception 
in the church hall. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to the Kiwanis Club 
of Elmira (Trees for Elmira Program) 
would be appreciated by the family. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Thank You
We want to thank our family, friends, neigh-
bours and church family for all your prayers 
and support during this time of clean up and 
reconstruction after our dairy barn collapsed 

in the Aug 2 storm. 
Thank you so much for all the food, donations 

flowers, gifts cards etc. and the many volun-
teers who gave their time on our behalf.

Thanks to Premier Equipment, MSCU and 
FCC for your generosity.

To the various construction crews, who 
worked alongside Orval’s crew, your quality 

help was greatly appreciated.
For Orval and his guys (Roger and Ryan, you 

took the brunt of it all) Norwell Dairy Systems, 
and Smith and his crew, along with the com-
mittee, you did an amazing job to keep every-

thing running smoothly at such a chaotic time.
Thanks to all and God bless your efforts.

Oscar & Shirley Martin, Terry & Sheryl Martin, 
Javan & Sheila Martin

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (BEN) SPRINGER | Passed away at his 
residence in Glen Allan on Saturday, August 22, 2015 at the 
age of 62 years.

KEEVER, VALERIE SUSAN | November 15, 1953 - August 14, 
2015 Valerie passed away peacefully Friday morning in her 
home with her husband Keith and her sisters by her side. 
Local relative is her mother Pamela Wilson of Wellesley.

PLACE A FAMILY ALBUM NOTICE! 
Call: 519-669-5790  or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

MAKE YOUR OWN 

HEADLINES  
IN THE COMMUNITY.

THE OBSERVER  
FAMILY ALBUM IS HERE TO 
SHARE YOUR FAMILY NEWS.DEADLINE FOR 

FAMILY ALBUM  
IS WEDNESDAYS BY 5PM



CLASSIFIED | 19THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 2015

S
PA

C
E

F
O

R
 R

E
N

T

SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-W: 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT, 8-6, SUN 12-5

BIKE SALES & REPAIRS
PROFESSIONAL BIKE MECHANIC ON STAFF

Buy your bike from us 
and get a FREE annual 
inspection!

$20
PARTS EXTRA

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.

Call someone you 
can trust.

Call Cindy.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.
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SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.
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PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

www.groprolawncare.com
519-669-1278

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

OUTDOOR SERVICES
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OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

A DONATION will be made with every 
home bought or sold by Alli, Paul or Sue.

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE. SELL WITH SUCCESS.

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

Elmira - This bungalow is 
situated on a quiet street 
and features main floor 
laundry, a gas fireplace, 
finished basement, central 
air, central vac, and all 
appliances. Great starter 
home. MLS 1531757.

$289,000$289,000

QUIET STREET CLOSE TO PARK

Elmira - Located just outside of 
town, this bungalow has been 
redone inside and out!  Enjoy the 
convenience of the back entrance 
into the mud room and main floor 
laundry.  This home also boasts a 
separate garage on the 200 ft 
deep lot, with decking straight 
through from the side to the back 
yard.  MLS 1532036.$325,000$325,000

ON THE EDGE OF TOWN

Kitchener - Single family or an 
Investment opportunity with a 
1 bedroom and 3 bedroom unit. 
The character of this century 
old home shows beautifully with 
wood floors, beamed ceilings, 
unpainted wood trim and French 
doors. Large unfinished attic, 
close to downtown, expressway 
and amenities. MLS 1534051 & 
1534047.$279,000$279,000

ORIGINAL CHARACTER

Conestogo Lake - Enjoy the 
beautiful views overlooking the 
lake right from the back deck. 
Tastefully updated, this open 
concept cottage provides 
sleeping for up to 10. Concrete 
boat launch with electric winch, 
dock, tiered deck and garage. 
Located only 40 minutes from 
KW, or Guelph, this makes the 
perfect weekend getaway. 
MLS 1534798.$324,900$324,900

BREATHTAKING SUNSETS

Heidelberg - Exceptional 
Custom Built 5 bedroom 
home boasts a 1500 square 
foot triple car garage with a 
drive through to the back 
yard. Situated on a 133 x 165 
foot lot with a beautiful 
country view, enjoy relaxing 
on your back deck around 
the pool. MLS 1517249.

$749,000$749,000

SPACIOUS HOME, BEAUTIFUL VIEW

Waterloo - Immaculate end 
unit bungalow condo has 
everything you need on one 
level. Two bedrooms with a 
private ensuite plus a 
spacious open concept 
kitchen, dining room living 
room combo that backs onto 
a nice deck and green space 
as well as a double car 
garage.  MLS 1531346.$349,900$349,900

METICULOUSLY MAINTAINED
Drayton - This bright home is 
situated on a large lot on a dead end 
street. Enjoy coffee on the balcony 
off the master bedroom, or 
entertaining in the beautiful back 
yard with a walk out from the dining 
room as well as the downstairs rec 
room. Double car garage, appliances 
included, and add a gate at the 
driveway to make this a fully fenced 
yard. Many updates including the 4 
piece bathroom. MLS 1534385.$365,000$365,000

LARGE CORNER LOT!

Elmira - Charming family home!! Located 
on a sought after street, lots of space inside 
with the family room addition and  an attic 
with potential.  Sit on your large 2-tired deck 
while enjoying the stunning gardens and fish 
pond in the private yard.  Convenient setting 
near public school and short walk to down 
town shops.   MLS 1528168. $314,900$314,900

STUNNING YARD
Featured 
Property

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, August 29 | 1-3pm
174 Church Street, Elmira

SOLD

FROM PAPER

TO PRINT
QUALITY COLOUR 
PHOTO REPRINTS 4x6 5x7 8x10

$9 
(2nd Print only $4.50)

$11
(2nd Print only $5.50)

$15 
(2nd Print only $7.50)

That photograph in The Observer can be yours. 
Visit our website and order any photo in paper or online.

Order your print today! 519-669-5790 | www.observerxtra.com/forms/order-a-photo-reprint 
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519.669.8629

TRACEY
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519.505.0627

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD. | 519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

PINTAIL DR.

CUSTOM BUILT STONE BUNGALOW nestled in mature 
trees. Huge principal rooms. Open concept from great 
room with high ceiling, large windows and stone fire-
place. Extra-large foyer w/2 dble. closets. Carpet free. 
Walkin pantry. You’ll enjoy entertaining in the fin. bsmt. – 
rec. room, games. Room office, den, bathroom & exercise 
room. 3 bdrms. A must see! MLS.

$639,900

STONEFIELD DRIVE

VERY SPACIOUS BRICK BUNGALOW on a large lot. Lots 
of windows facing south. Main flr. fam. rm. w/fireplace. 
3 bdrms. - large master bdrm./ensuite. Main flr. laundry. 
Walkup to garage. Lots of parking! MLS 

$499,900

WEST MONTROSE

COUNTRY LIVING – 1.89 acres,close to Elmira, K-W & 
Guelph. Scenic back yard with a trout stream & concr bridge. 
Lovely ‘Chervin’ kitchen w/built-ins, quartz and fireplace. 
Newer windows. Hdwd. in LR/DR. Huge deck w/hot tub. Fin. 
bsmt. w/2 bdrms. rec. rm. games rm. exercise r. & 2 walkouts 
(Great income potential!). 27’x16’ shed. A MUST SEE! MLS. 

$725,000

HIGH ST., DRAYTON

DRAYTON – Custom built one owner bungalow w/walkout 
bsmt. 98’wide lot. 3 bdrms. Main flr. laundry & family roo. 
Fin. bsmt w/games room, rec. rm, exercise rm & storage rms. 
INGROUND pool & hot tub – great place to entertain! MLS

$454,900

ST CLEMENTS – Outstanding 3+ bdrm. bungalow, only 3 yrs. old. Open concept from 
lovely kit. to great room, dinette & dining rm. Vaulted ceilings, lots of windows. Huge rec. 
rm. & 3pc. in bsmt. PLUS 1 bdrm. in-law suite w/separate entrance. Detached Shed 20’x20’ 
w/bsmt, gas, hydro & water. Iron fence. MLS.

$820,000

VOISIN CR.

STUNNING BUNGALOW w/unique stucco exterior. Aggregate concrete driveway. 2 
bdrms./2 baths (ensuite) on the main level. Open concept from great rm/kit/din. area 
(great for entertaining). Spacious rec. rm., games rm, bdrm, exercise rm & bathrm. In 
lower level. Hot tub, fenced yard. Flagstone patio. You won’t be disappointed! New MLS.

$532,999

CORAL GABLES CRT.

PURPLE MARTIN COURT 

THIS 3+ BDRM. HOME IS ‘MOVE-IN READY’. Lovely 
Chervin kitchen. Hdwd. floors. Main floor sunroom w/lots of 
windows. Main flr. laundry. 4 bathrooms. Newer windows. 
Lovely rec rm. w/gas fireplace. Games room/4th bdrm. w/3pc. 
ensuite. Lower level offers lots of storage! PRIVATE fenced 
back yard w/brick patio. Long driveway. Dble. garage. Excl. 

$549,000

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29th • 1-3pm
36 Voisin Court, St. ClementsOPEN HOUSE

SO
LD

NEW LISTING

GROSBEAK ROAD

BACKSPLIT SEMI shows well. Laminate on the main level 
& all bedrooms. Spacious living room. Remodelled bath-
room. Walkout to deck. Updated windows. Fin. rec. room 
w/walkout. Central air. Shed. 150 deep fenced lot w/ma-
ture trees. NEW MLS.

$239,900

NEW LISTING

NEW PRICE

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA   DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

$316,900

5 minutes to Conestoga Lake, 
Country living in Dorking! 
1½ story 3 bedroom 3 bathroom 
home beautifully redecorated 
and updated w/central air, 
central vac, main floor laundry, 
large newer country kitchen – 
too many upgrades to mention. 
Covered front porch, back yard 
patio, 2 garden sheds, timber 
frame. Black chain link fence 
completely enclosing the large 
back yard! Next door to home 
baking and grocery store. MLS

OPEN HOUSE Friday, September 4 | 4-7pm
7997 Line 86

Wellesley Fall Fair ambassador Ashley Jeffries was first runner-up at the Canadian National 
Exhibition last weekend in Toronto. [FILE PHOTO]

tree in the ground because 
the bugs were swarming me 
and my boots were soaking 
wet and ice cold.”

She did tree planting five 
hours north of North Bay. 
The first camp was two 
hours outside of town with 
no cell phone reception and 
they only went into town 
once a week to do laundry.

The speech must have 
made an impression on the 
judges because she made it 
through to the finals where 
the top three were asked an 
impromptu question. Only 
seven contestants made it 
to semi finals to give their 
speech. Matt Garwood took 
top prize, the second male 
to do so in 40 years.

“Judges are always 
watching how you interact 
with other people on the 

fairgrounds, just to see what 
type of person you are, how 
outgoing you are,” Jeffries 
said. “The competition has 
a few major components, 
one would be your inter-
view, that’s the first thing 
you do. Semi-finals, you 
walk on stage, you say your 
name and the name of your 
agricultural society and 
then you do your walk. And 
then finals involved you go-
ing on the stage again and 
you say a speech.”

They asked her what is 
the most important quality 
for an ambassador to have, 
and how had her ambas-
sador experience at her 
local fair changed her as 
a person, in the interview 
portion.

Her impromptu question 
was if you had the oppor-
tunity to show the agricul-

tural minister around the 
fairgrounds, what would 
you show him? 

“My answer was that we 
would go around and talk to 
people because it’s Toronto, 
they don’t have a great un-
derstanding of agricultural 
knowledge,” Jeffries said. 
“So we would go around 
and get to answer ques-
tions, so that would help 
us to find out what people 
wanted to know, what 
people needed to know, 
what people did know, and 
what people didn’t know, 
so we could better identify 
the needs for educating 
people.”

At the CNE she took part 
in parades, activities, open-
ing and closing ceremonies, 
and greeting and thanking 
different dignitaries. Next 
up she’ll be passing on her 

title to one lucky lady on 
Sept. 15 at the Wellesley 
Fall Fair. She’s also on the 
Wellesley Fair board and 
will be helping run the Par-
ties and Prom: Past and 
Present Fashion Show in 
October.

“The ambassador pro-
gram is a great way to get 
involved in your commu-
nity,” Jeffries said. “It leads 
you to such great opportu-
nities, great friends, great 
places to go. You learn so 
much about yourself, about 

agriculture, about the his-
tory of your community. 
And it really teaches you 
how to interact with other 
people.”

She’ll be attending Wil-
frid Laurier University in 
September for her first year 
majoring in communica-
tions. She says the people 
she’s met and the connec-
tions she’s made through 
the ambassador program 
are the best parts about 
her experience, which is 
soon coming to an end. She 
recommends anyone who’s 
interested to get involved 
next year.

“It’s just a great program 
to network,” Jeffries said. 
“You meet so many amaz-
ing people that can be role 
models and also you get to 
learn what it feels like to be 
a role model.”

AMBASSADOR: “Judges are always watching how you interact with other people on the fairgrounds”
FROM | 3

are working with the region 
to pay for the first pumping 
of the septic tanks. Correct? 
And for the inspection you 
are going to waive the first 
inspection? Dorscht asked.

Louwagie said the Region 
of Waterloo is working on a 
program to waive the first 
inspection.

“That’s right. We’re using 
grant money to pay for the 
first inspection,” Louwagie 
said.

The next inspection will 
be in five years when home-
owners have to pump them 
again.

“You are sort of holding 
a smoking gun to our head, 
being so close to the well 
that we’ve got to do this,” 
Dorscht said.

Louwagie made it clear 

the inspection is not a 
township initiative, but a 
provincial one. It’s required 
under the Source Protec-
tion Act. They have until 
August 2017 to complete the 
inspections, as per a report 
from the Grand River Con-
servation Authority, said 
Louwagie.

“The province is the one 
that’s mandating these in-
spections. We’re the lucky 
ones that get to do the in-
spections because we’re the 
principal authority on that,” 
Louwagie said.

Louwagie said he plans to 
bring a proposal to council 
sometime next year that 
they start working on a pro-
gram whereby all residents 
of the two villages would 
pay for that septic inspec-
tion program.

SEPTIC SYSTEMS: Measures 
seek to protect municipal well
FROM | 5
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FIND YOUR DREAM HOME 
IN THE #1 COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN ONTARIO

PRIVATE SALE

Large, well maintained bungalow on beautiful, EXTRA LARGE lot landscaped 
with mature trees, perennials and flowering shrubs. Recent upgrades include: 
hardwood flooring, carpets, bathrooms. MLS X3209218.

MOVE IN READY!    Call 519-669-1252 or 519-669-2646

58 Duke St, Elmira
$299,900
NEW PRICE!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

Your referrals are appreciated!

FREE Market Evaluation
$209,900 DRAYTON STARTER 
HOME offers large country kitchen 
with lots of oak cabinets, main floor 
laundry, great family room with gas 
heat stove, newly renovated main floor 
bathroom, three bedrooms, mature 
trees on fenced lot 66’ x 165, newer 
detached garage 12’ x 24’, concrete 
driveway. MLS. Call Bert to view.

$234,900 NEW LISTING! 
Elmira Bungalow centrally located 
to schools, arena, pool and only a 
five minute walk to down town 
offers large partly fenced lot, two 
bedrooms, main floor laundry, 
wood fireplace, all original 
windows replaced, large single 
garage. MLS. Call Bert to view.

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4, Elmira   N3B 3L4

Elmira Real Estate Services
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED, BROKERAGE

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER OF RECORD

519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR “FREE” HOME MARKET EVALUATION! THE FALL MARKET IS FAST APPROACHING…

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

• Executive Freehold Townhomes
• 2 Bungalows remaining in Phase 2
• 1424 sq ft mainfloor
• Double car garage
• Mainfloor Master +ensuite
• Loft plans available for last phase
Exclusive

PRICED FROM $322,900 | 162 Ridgeview Dr., Drayton

OPEN HOUSE | SATURDAY, AUGUST 29TH & SUNDAY, AUGUST 30TH • 1-3PM

GORGEOUS HOME 
$449,900 ELMIRA Chic decor throughout, bright welcoming foyer, ceramic & 
hardwood flrs, gas fireplace on main flr with walnut mantel, walkout to deck, fenced 
yd & landscaping, 2+1 bedroom, main floor master with ensuite & walk-in, finished 
basement, oversized dbl garage. NEW MLS.

PRIDE IN OWNERSHIP
$512,900 ST. JACOBS Beautifully maintained family home on 100’ wide lot. Mature 
neighbourhood steps to downtown St. Jacobs. Large principle rms, eat in kitchen + 
separate dining room, 3 bedrooms, 4 baths, finished basement, oversized dbl car 
garage & driveway, walkout to patio. NEW MLS.

$119,900 DRAYTON Build your dream home, vacant lot situated on 
a paved Rd., mins from Town, permits, well & septic required. MLS.1 ACRE RURAL PROPERTY

NEW PRICE!

Little downtime after weekend fire at Elmira Pet Products
A “very, very minor” incident was quickly dealt with by firefighters, and the plant was right back in operation

WHITNEY NEILSON

A late-night fire 
caused damage to one 
grinder at Elmira Pet Prod-
ucts on August 22, but 
production was back on 
schedule by Monday.

EPP marketing man-
ager Jo Barr said the fire 
occurred on Friday night 
around midnight when a 
grinder malfunctioned. 
The grinder turns grains 
into a flour-like consisten-
cy for further processing.

“There was no impact at 
all to our employees or our 
customers or the commu-
nity. And because damage 
was minimal, we were able 
to get operations back up 
quickly. So we were able to 
resume operations,” Barr 
said.

She noted the fire oc-
curred in the mixing plant, 
where they receive agri-

cultural commodities like 
grains. There is no estimate 
for the cost of damage yet.

“We don’t have a dollar 
value at this stage. It’ll take 
a little bit to get there, just 
as we do a full assessment, 
but it will be minor,” Barr 
said.

Kieran Kelly, Elmira dis-
trict fire chief, said they got 
the call at 12:52 a.m. and 
were on scene by 12:54 a.m.

“We were just up over 
the hill at 14 Arthur Street. 
We had just finished there, 
were just getting on the 
truck when the call came 
through,” Kelly said.

They had three Elmira 
fire trucks and four Florad-
ale fire trucks on scene. He 
said the major part of the 
fire was out within three 
quarters of an hour, but 
then they had smoldering 
in the bin to take care of, 
which took considerable 

time to deal with.
“It was a direct attack 

where the hammermill 
was and the bag house,” 
Kelly said. “By direct at-
tack we just do full stream 
so we go inside. We were 
alright with that. But up 
in the hopper, the storage 
bin, I think it was called 
finished product, that was 
different because for us to 
dump it then you get a dust 
explosion. We experienced 
that about 25 years ago, we 
weren’t going to do that 
again.”

They used the aerial to 
put a heavy blanket of foam 
and water on top of the 
product and churned it to 
make a slush. Then they 
emptied the bin under the 
cover of three hose streams.

 “When the product was 
dumped you could see 
there was quite a bit that 
had been charred,” Kelly 

said.
They left just before 5 

a.m.
Joe Samson, lead engi-

neer, was on scene Satur-
day morning while crews 
cleaned up the mess. He 
said they have two grinding 
rooms side by side, and the 
fire was contained to one 
of them.

“This was a first time for 
us. The collection device 
underneath [the grinder] 
got a little bit charred,” 
Samson said.

Clean up involved re-
moving water and wet 
ingredients from the sur-
rounding area.

“At the end of the day, 
the incident that occurred 

over the weekend was 
very, very minor,” Barr 
said. “All the systems that 
were in place to engage fire 
department as well as our 
employees worked great, 
which is fantastic. It al-
lowed the fire department 
to react very quickly, which 
really reduced the issue 
greatly.”

A small fire at Elmira Pet Products caused damage to one grinder over the weekend. It took roughly four hours for fire crews from Elmira and 
Floradale to clean up. [WHTINEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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LIVING HERE
FAMILY / ACROSS THE GENERATIONS

WHITNEY NEILSON

GRANDDAUGHTERS | 27

They’ve zip-lined 
across the Elora Gorge, 
rode a double-decker bus, 
and dressed up as clowns. 
One thing’s for sure, this is 
no ordinary tea party.

Marlene Hahn’s seven 
granddaughters, and now 
two great-granddaughters, 
come together every year 
for a tea party, one that’s 
about a whole lot more 
than tea.

The Elmira resident 
starting hosting the event 
13 years ago to create 
memories for her grand-
daughters. She also has two 
grandsons, but thought 
since there were so many 
girls it would be nice to get 
them all together for a girls’ 
day once a year.

“I just have so many 
granddaughters and a lot 
of times they were here. I’d 
be doing crafts with them 
or I’d bake with them and I 
just thought we’re going to 
do a special day that they 
all can be together,” Hahn 
said.

Now, three of them are in 
university and the young-
est great-granddaughter 
is just old enough to start 
participating.

Last Saturday was the 
annual tea party, and the 
girls were treated to an 
hour of fun at Airborne 
Trampoline in Cambridge, 
followed by lunch and 
crafts. 

“It was from 11 to 3. Well 
I think the last one left here 
probably around 6 o’clock. 
They just never want to go 

Marlene Hahn’s always ready for annual girls’ day with her granddaughters and great-grandaughters

home. They just have so 
much fun,” she says with a 
laugh.

They bring a couple 
important mementos 
each year to add to a time 
capsule, things like sports 
achievements and drivers 
licenses. They also always 
go to the West Montrose 
covered bridge to take pic-
tures.

“They can’t wait because 
they never know what I’m 

doing,” Hahn said. “I send 
out the invite and they 
keep asking each other, 
they’ll ask my husband on 
the side, ‘Grandpa, what’s 
Grandma doing this year?’”

She says family time was 
always important to her 
mother and she’s made a 
point of carrying on that 
tradition. While the grand-
daughters all live in Water-
loo Region, it’s special for 
them all to get together for 

a day of surprises.
She recalls one year 

when they went up to Fish-
erman’s Cove for a trip on 
her brother’s pontoon boat.

“I had all these wigs that 
I had got from the dol-
lar store with purple and 
blue and gold,” Hahn said. 
When we were on the boat 
I made them all put them 
on. Well I tell you, we’re go-
ing down and everybody’s 
just waving and hooting 

and saying ‘oh you look so 
cool.’”

Other years they’ve 
taken day trips to see lla-
mas, gone on Mennonite 
buggy rides, and had a spa 
day. They used to do longer 
parties when the girls were 
younger, including an over-
night camping trip.

“Each year we just try 
to do something different. 

At this time of year our 
family cannot get enough 
corn. I am always remind-
ed of the corn my dad grew 
when I was young, and 
that memory always puts a 
big smile on my face.  “Big 
Jim” was a tasty corn large 
in size but still tender and 
sweet. He did take a lot on 
and as a team we picked 
and removed the stalks 
from the field by hand – no 
big tractors for us.

The corn roast has long 
been a part of our family 
celebrations, a fun way to 
get everyone together with 
a simple menu and not 
a lot of stress. You really 
can’t complicate corn too 
much but I thought some 
flavoured butters might be 
a fun way to dress up the 
typical dish.

The concept of 
flavoured butters 
is only bound by 
your creativity. 
If you are mak-
ing butters for 
a large group, I 
would suggest 
whipping a 
pound of 
butter and 
dividing it 
into three to 
make a trio 
of flavoured 
butters.

Happy 
cooking!

It’s a great 
time of year 
to be a little 
corny!

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Alexandria, Kylee, Caitlyn, Marlene, Rachel, Cassandra, Sophie, Gracie, and Becca enjoyed the 13th annual granddaughters’ tea party with a trip to Airborne Trampoline, lunch, and crafts. 
Absent was the youngest great-granddaughter, Emily. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Annual get-together has grown 
because it’s just their cup of tea

20 Oriole Parkway E., 
Elmira, ON

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084
info@leroysautocare.net

www.leroysautocare.net

“An ounce of prevention is worth a pound 
of cure” – Benjamin Franklin
Maintenance on your car is very important. Over 
the lifetime of your vehicle, it is a very small amount 
required and it will really help prolong the life of your 
vehicle and prevent major breakdowns! One of our 
service advisors would be more then happy to sit down 
with you and go over what your manufacturer requires 
and can customize a plan based on your driving and 
budget needs. Stop in and make an appointment for a 
free maintenance consultation today! – Leroy 
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St .  E. ,  E lmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

AUGUST 30

COME VISIT THE WTHHS Historical Room at the Old 
School, 1137 Henry St., Wellesley, on Saturday, August 
29 between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. Free admission.

AUGUST 30

SUNDAY NIGHT CONCERT 7-9 p.m., Gore Park, Elmira. 
Featuring: Dickie Dugal & U-Turn. Bring your own 
lawn chairs. Free. 

SEPTEMBER 1

WEEKLY BINGO UPSTAIRS AT the St. Clements 
Community Centre, 7 p.m.  Sponsored by the Paradise 
& District Lions Club. Wheelchair accessible. For more 
information contact Joe Brick at 519-699-4022.

SEPTEMBER 7 

NINTH ANNUAL LIONS FISHING Derby at the Albert 
Erb Conservation Area, Nafziger Road, Wellesley. 
Registration 9 a.m. ($7 fee per angler). Derby runs 10 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Cash prize of $150 will be awarded 
for the first tagged fish caught. Anglers over 16 
must have a fishing license. Trophies awarded in 
six categories. Food booth on site, all anglers are 
eligible to select items from a fantastic prize table. 
All proceeds go to fund community programs in the 
village. 

PLAN TO JOIN US for the 11th Annual Wellesley Soap 
Box Classic Derby, September 7 at  2 p.m. Drivers to 
arrive at 1 p.m. Race classes starting from ages 8 and 
up. Race route starts at the top of the hill opposite 
First St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on Nafziger Road. 

Please go to the following website to register your 
drivers. (Deadline is Friday Sept. 4 to be a driver 
of the soap box cars): wellesleyboardoftrade.com. 
Download forms for car specifications, race rules and 
entry forms.

SEPTEMBER 8

WEEKLY BINGO UPSTAIRS AT the St. Clements 
Community Centre, 7 p.m.  Sponsored by the Paradise 
& District Lions Club. Wheelchair accessible. For more 
information contact Joe Brick at 519-699-4022.

SEPTEMBER 9

19TH ANNUAL J.M. KROPF Fall Classic for Cystic Fibrosis 
at Guelph Lakes Golf & Country Club, 7879 Wellington 
Road 124, Guelph. Registration 10 a.m., shotgun 
start 11 a.m. A fun, friendly golf tournament to raise 
money for Cystic Fibrosis. For more information call 
519-843-4852.

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.). Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville 
Rd., St. Jacobs. Cost: $11. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noonday meal, 
fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for 
more information.

SEPTEMBER 10

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon. Breslau Community 
Centre, 100 Andover Dr., Breslau. Cost: $6. Join us for a 
noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call Community 
Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-
1900 for more information.

NEW HORIZONS A GROUP for seniors, boomers and 
zoomers is meeting Sept. 10 at 10 a.m. at the Maryhill 
Community Centre. The speaker will be Kyle Horner, 
a naturalist. His topic will be A Year in the Life ... of 
a Herper (reptiles and amphibians). Admission is $2.  
For more information call Joan Haid at 519-648-2742 
or email at jehaid@xplornet.ca.

HUGS AT BRESLAU COMMUNITY Centre, 100 Andover 
Dr., Breslau from 9:30-11 a.m. Topic: Kindermusik, 
introducing your child to music and rhythm. Parents 
and children age 0-5 welcome to attend. Call Heidi 
519-664-3794, ext. 237 for more information. 

SEPTEMBER 11

HUGS AT WOOLWICH COMMUNITY Health Centre, 10 
Parkside Dr. St. Jacobs from 9:30-11 a.m. Topic: Car 
seat safe  installation. Parents and children age 0-5 
welcome to attend. Call Heidi 519-664-3794, ext. 237 
for more information.

SEPTEMBER 12

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY LIONS CLUB presents: Drive 
one 4 UR Community. Come out to Foodland parking 
lot between 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. For every person who 
comes and test drives a vehicle, Ford will donate 
$20 to the  Woolwich Community Lions Club up to 
a maximum of $6,000. Food and entertainment all 
day. Show and shine car show 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. All 
proceeds go to support the Elmira District Community 
Living van project.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:30 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Summer
Worship 

10:00am

www.elmiracommunity.org
18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Sunday, August 30th
“Finding the Courage to Face

Your Faults”

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
10am

Summer Worship
Service

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, Aug 30, 2015
10:00 AM

Speaker: Dr. Mike Pawelke
Briercrest College & Seminary

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Seeing Through 
a Glass Darkly

Sun., Aug. 30th

11:00 am

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
God Sees Us –

the Zacchaeus Story
Jonathan Brubacher, 

Assoc. Pastor of Youth Ministries

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

elmiraemmanuel.com 

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 9:30am  

519.669.5030 

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.
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ACROSS
1. Buddhist shrines
8. Crazily
12. Bustles
16. Rusting agent
17. Asian palm
18. “Mama” speaker
19. Romance, e.g.
20. Squeezer
22. (informal) address
23. Charlotte-to-Raleigh dir.
24. Forte
26. “A Chorus Line” number
27. Do goo
28. Reasonable
32. 2005 Best Picture 
nominee
35. Ring bearer, maybe
36. Cousin of a raccoon
37. Angers
38. Astronaut’s insignia
41. Masseur’s workplace, 
maybe
43. Best seller
44. Hoisted, nautically
46. Sagan of “Cosmos”
48. Pressing
50. Undercoat

52. High ground
54. Ponied up?
56. Bermuda, e.g.
58. Rock drill
60. Elephant’s weight, 
maybe
61. “Get ___!”
63. Rein in
65. Achy
66. Piece of land
68. Egg cells
70. Devastated
72. Americans of British 
descent
76. Car protector
77. Checkers, e.g.
78. Willingly
79. A hand
82. Feathery scarves
83. Not alfresco
85. Defeat
87. Decomposes
88. House
89. Erotic books
91. “Fine by me”
92. Aesop’s also-ran
93. Galore

DOWN
1. Exhausted
2. Impulse transmitter
3. “Had enough?”
4. Tribute, of sorts
5. Vote
6. Indefinite article
7. Play, in a way
8. Santa __, CA
9. Brunch beverage
10. Kitchen gadgets
11. Singer Carpenter
12. Slowly, to a conductor
13. Twelve-faced solid
14. Language of early 
inscriptions
15. Arch
21. Tokyo, formerly
25. Black cat, maybe
28. More comfortable
29. Warm, so to speak
30. Sacred beetle of ancient 
Egypt
31. Cluttered
32. Panini bread
33. “A jealous mistress”: 
Emerson
34. Welcome guest

39. Trick taker, often
40. Delhi dress
42. Afghan monetary unit
45. Iranian language
47. Corker
49. Mystical knowledge
51. “Fantasy Island” prop
53. The “p” in m.p.g.
55. Primer for study
57. Identifying mark
59. “... ___ he drove out 
of sight”
62. Velocities
64. Highlands hillside
67. Elegant
69. Ballpark figure
71. Roll out
73. Plain folk
74. 1969 Peace Prize grp.
75. About
79. Long, long time
80. Acad.
81. June 6, 1944
82. Buddy
84. Be behind
86. Pandowdy, e.g.
90. Astir

Cairns, Australia

In June 2015 the Hutton family took a 
vacation way down under in Cairns, 
Australia and took their Observer along 
for the ride. Todd, Samantha, Alex and 
Eric had a blast touring the Great Barrier 
Reef.

LOCATION

CAPTION

Though it predates all the high-tech gadgetry, baseball now benefits from it

Q. You’ve read palin-
dromes such as “do 
geese see god,” “step 
not on pets,” “pull up if 
i pull up,” “madam i’m 
adam,” “a santa lived as 
a devil at nasa.” These 
sentences read the same 
in both directions. Now 
what’s unusual about the 
following: “Sator arepo 
tenet opera rotas”?
A. It’s a Latin palindromic 
sentence from the 2nd cen-
tury CE which commonly 
translates to “Arepo the 
sower (farmer) holds the 
wheels with effort.” It gave 
rise to the so-called “Tem-
plar magic square”–after 
the Order of the Templars–

with the letters placed 
in a five-by-five square 
arrangement. Amazingly, 
you can read the sentence 
in all directions–back and 
forth and up and down! 

  S A T O R
  A R E P O
  T E N E T 
  O P E R A
  R O T A S
This magic square is 

very old – “it’s been found 
in excavations of the Ro-
man city of Pompeii, 
which had been buried in 
the ashes of Vesuvius. In 
medieval times, people 
attributed magic proper-
ties to it and used it as a 
spell to protect against 
witchcraft.” In 1937, five 
examples were discovered 
in Mesopotamia, and oth-
ers in Britain, Egypt, Cap-
padocia and Hungary. 

Q. Try to summarize 
some of summer’s big 
numbers.
A. Struck by wanderlust, 
some 25,000,000 tourists 
visited a foreign country in 
1950; by 2012, the number 
had increased 40-fold, to top 
a billion (1,000,000,000), 
reports “Mental Floss” 
magazine. Each year, 
roughly 80,000,000 visit 
France alone–Eiffel Tower 
or otherwise–compared to 
fewer than 70,000,000 who 
actually live there.

Struck by the heat, US 
residents in 2014 visited 
one of their 300,000 public 
pools nationwide or jumped 
into one of the 10,000,000 
residential pools. Yet it is 
reported that 4 in 10 people 
would rather go to the den-
tist than go bathing suit 
shopping. And in the quest 

to stay cool, Americans are 
turning to air conditioning 
big time, consuming some 
85 billion (85,000,000,000) 
kilowatt hours each year.

In 2013, roughly 
20,000,000 16-to-24-year-
olds had summer jobs, 
taking a cue from our na-
tion’s presidents when they 
were young: Barack Obama 
worked as an ice cream 
scooper at Baskin Robbins, 
George W. Bush as a sport-
ing goods salesperson, Bill 
Clinton as a camp counselor, 
Gerald Ford as a Yellowstone 
Park ranger, and Richard 
Nixon as a pool boy.

And finally, consider 
this cool hot-weather treat: 
The annual ice cream con-
sumption per capita ranks 
from 1.9 pints in Mexico 
to 30 pints in the USA (3rd 
out of 28). Australia tops 

the list at 37.8 pints per per-
son annually.
Q. How high tech are 
things becoming in the 
world of professional 
baseball?
A. Ultra-new biometric 
gadgetry is transforming 
the way baseball players 
are trained, with “wearable 
sensors providing on-the-go 
physiological measure-
ments... to help players 
both improve performance 
and ward off injury,” says 
Emily Waltz in “IEEE Spec-
trum” magazine. 

One such wearable is the 
Motus compression sleeve, 
using sensors like acceler-
ometers and gyroscopes 
to track a baseball player’s 
throwing motions. (Previ-
ously, motion-capture im-
aging was needed.) Estimat-
ing the player’s arm mo-

tions and basic biomechani-
cal principles, the Motus app 
calculates elbow torque and 
charts arm speed, maximum 
shoulder rotation, and elbow 
height at ball release, then 
sends this data via Bluetooth 
to a smartphone. “Pitchers 
who use the sleeves to cor-
rect their technique may be 
able to prevent ulnar collat-
eral ligament injuries, which 
have resulted in an epidemic 
of reconstructive procedures 
known as Tommy John sur-
geries.”

During this past spring 
training, pitchers from some 
two dozen professional base-
ball teams used the sleeve.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGEOBSERVER TRAVELS
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1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

This Linwood Blood Donor Clinic announcement is brought to you by these community-minded businesses

3000 Ament Line, Heidelberg • 519-699-4646

Steed and
Evans Ltd.

Engineers and Contractors

Grandpa: Emergency blood 
transfusion. Sunday 11:00am

Give Blood ...  
 to save lives.

1025 Alfred St., Linwood • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.blood.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, Sept. 4th, 2015 
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm

at Linwood Community Centre 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

GRANDDAUGHTERS: All in the family
FROM | 24

It started off it was a little 
bit longer. We’d do the Sat-
urday and they’d stay late 
and we’d have a campfire 
and marshmallows and 
they’d tell scary stories. We 
had this one piece of wood 
that whoever was telling 
the story they had to sit 
on it and I do still have the 
log that they sit on,” Hahn 
said.

All the time spent mak-
ing crafts and baking 
together have paid off she 
says, as each of the girls are 
crafty. She puts together a 
goody bag for them every 
year with things like eye 
masks and hair wraps. This 
year she added pajamas 
and a special surprise.

“Some of the crafts these 
kids have made are amaz-
ing. On Saturday I had 
gone through some of the 
old things that they had 
done years and years ago. 
I put one of them in their 
little go home bags. Well 
they just could not believe 
that that’s what they had 
done that many years ago,” 
Hahn said.

As for how much plan-
ning goes into the tea 
party, she starts looking for 
things for the goody bags 
the day after the party. And 
she already knows what 
next year’s surprise activity 
will be. She also asked the 
girls to write down some-
thing they’d like to do and 
put it in a sealed envelope. 

She’s going to pick one and 
add it to next year’s event.

She says last year’s activ-
ity, zip-lining, is one of her 
favourite outings.

“Some of them were 
like I don’t know if I can 
do this. And others are go-
ing ‘can I take my phone 
and take some pictures?’ 
And camping, they totally 
enjoyed the camping over-
night. Just having them 
all together, they’re just so 
caring and fun,” Hahn said.

Now onto her second 
scrapbook full of photos 
from the tea parties, Hahn 
plans to keep hosting them 
for as long as she can.

 “It’s an amazing day,” 
Hahn said. “We have so 
many laughs.”

about 1 hour. Once at room 
temperature, chop the 
shallot and garlic. Mix into 
the 1/3 lb. of butter, season 
with salt and pepper and 
add the parsley.

Curried butter
1 Tbsp. curry
1 tsp. cumin 
1/2 tsp. ground ginger 
1 scallion, chopped finely 
1 Tbsp. finely chopped sun-
dried tomato 

Toast the curry, cumin 
and ginger in a pan lightly 
on low until the curry 
starts to warm and release 
the oils. Allow to cool. 
Combine with the butter, 
scallions and sundried to-
mato.  

Flavoured 
butters
1 lb. whipped salted butter
Divide the butter into 3 
smaller bowls 

Roasted shallot and garlic
1 small shallot 
3 cloves garlic 
1 Tbsp. olive oil
1 Tbsp. chopped parsley
Salt and pepper

Place one peeled shallot 
and garlic on a sheet of foil, 
season with olive oil, salt 
and pepper. Wrap in foil 
and place in oven at 350 for 

CHEF’S TABLE: Buttering up that corn
To finish, get a mini-loaf 

pan and line it with plastic 
wrap. Press the plain butter 
into the pan with plastic 
wrap, cover  the rectangle of 
butter over the top. 

Do the same with the two 
other flavoured butters. 
Refrigerate until firm.  

Unwrap the butters and 
place on a wooden board or 
ceramic tray, garnish with 
fresh herbs.  

The corn can then be 
rolled in the butter.  
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

Ride for Refuge has spread beyond its small-scale Elmira origin
SCOTT BARBER

In 2004, the Christian 
non-profit organization 
International Teams 
launched the first Ride for 
Refuge in Elmira, with 20 
participants cycling to raise 
money in support of the 
charity’s many refugee sup-
port programs across the 
world.

Now in its twelfth year, 
the ride, which has under-
gone numerous changes 
but still remains focused on 
helping refugees and vul-
nerable people in Canada 
and abroad, is set to return 
to Elmira October 3.

“It began in 2004 in 
Elmira,” organizer Mika 
Takamaki explained. “In-
ternational Teams (IT), who 
have been in Elmira for a 
long time, one of the areas 
that they serve is among 
refugees, so in 2004, IT 
began a new event to raise 
funds and awareness for 
their work among refugees 
and they called it the Ride 
for Refugees. And in year 

one they had about 20 par-
ticipants and some started 
in Kitchener, but the rest 
of us began in Elmira. The 
group that started from the 
refugee home called Wel-
come Home in Kitchener 
did a 100-kilometre route, 
while the rest of us did a 25-
km route and we all ended 
up in Elmira.”

The following year, the 
number of participants 
doubled. The next year, reg-
istrations doubled again. 
Organizers knew they had a 
good thing going.

“We realized at IT that 
we kind of had a ceiling to 
grow the event just for our 
own charity,” Takamaki 
said. “So in 2007, we in-
vited other churches and 
charities who also serve 
refugees, to be a part of the 
ride, and to bring in their 
own participants and we 
would share the funds.”

For the next three years, 
that formula worked really 
well, Takamaki said. In 
2010, they decided to open 
the event up even further, 

changing the name of the 
event to the Ride for Refuge 
and calling on groups that 
support exploited, vulner-
able or displaced persons to 
join in.

Again, the expansion was 
a big success.

Last year,  2,700 partici-
pants took part in 27 cities 
across North America, 
raising some $1.9 million 
dollars for 200 partner 
charities. 

The biggest ride was 
right here in Woolwich 
Township, with 1,200 
people starting their 10-, 
25- and 50-km rides at the 
Koinonia Christian Fellow-
ship in Bloomingdale

“The fact that this region 
has been so generous has 
helped our charity grow 
to the point where we 
could expand the ride to 
other cities across Canada,” 
Takamaki said, noting 
the region raised some 
$350,000 for the cause last 
year. “It’s kind of neat that 
not only does the Waterloo 
Region do so much for 
charities in this area, but 
because of that generos-

ity, we have been able to 
expand to Vancouver and 
Victoria and Halifax and 
help support charities in 
other parts of the country 
as well.”

Blue Sea Philanthropy 
now looks after the orga-
nizational duties for the 
event.

“A number of us involved 
in it split off from Interna-
tional Teams to form our 
own charity and we do a 
couple of events a year,” 
Takamaki explained. “So 
what (Blue Sea Philan-
thropy) does is we recruit 
volunteer teams in cities 
throughout Canada and 
the United States. ... The 

local teams in each city 
organize the local event. 
They’ll map out the routes, 
they’ll take care of registra-
tion, they’ll post the signs 
and provide the meal. And 
our charity, we provide the 
website, the promotional 
materials, the website,  the 
T-shirts and so the entire 
fundraising event is fully 
organized. Then we invite 
charities to become part-
ners, and when a charity 
becomes a partner to the 
event, their single focus is 
to recruit participants.”

Funds are raised through 
pledges and donations 
through their website, 
www.rideforrefuge.org.

Last year, some 1,200 riders participated in the Waterloo Region Ride for Refuge, raising $350,000 for charities that support displaced and vulnerable persons around the world.  [SUBMITTED]
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Husband Chris Allison has been a major support for Christa during the adjustment period to 
the cochlear implant she received earlier this summer.   [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

underwent the procedure 
with world renowned sur-
geon Dr. Lorne Parnes. 

And while adjusting to 
the cochlear implant over 
the last six weeks has been 
a gradual process, Allison 
says she is so happy and 
grateful to have undergone 
the surgery.

“It’s 100 per cent bet-
ter,” she said. “When they 
first turn it on, it’s just 
beeps and whistles, but 
your brain turns the sound 
into speech, if that makes 
sense. Everyone sounds 
almost demonic. There’s 
no way to judge emotion. 
Music sounds awful. I’m 
hoping that maybe that will 
change, because the sound 
does get better over time.”

According to the Ameri-
can Institute on Deafness, 
cochlear implants “bypass 
damaged portions of the 
ear and directly stimu-
late the auditory nerve. 
Signals generated by the 
implant are sent by way of 
the auditory nerve to the 
brain, which recognizes the 
signals as sound. Hearing 
through a cochlear implant 
is different from normal 
hearing and takes time to 
learn or relearn.”

It takes roughly three to 
six months after the sur-
gery to adjust, Allison said, 

and she’s had to really work 
at it.

“I had homework,” she 
says, smiling. “Chris would 
cover his mouth and say 
words and I had to figure 
out if they were two conso-
nants, or one.”

Chris Allison added, “at 
first you were actually sup-
posed to figure out if they 
were the same words, so 
they could have been like 
turkey and time, and you 
were supposed to just say if 
they were the same or dif-
ferent, but they said if you 
feel you can, you can say 
what the words were. So 
right off the bat you were 
already saying what the 
words were, whereas before 
(the implant), if I would 
have covered my mouth 
and was talking, you would 
never have heard what I 
was saying. So I noticed 

right off the bat that it was 
better.”

For years, Christa de-
pended on lip and speech 
reading, as well as help 
from Chris. Now that she 
has the implant, she feels a 
new level of independence. 

Social and outgoing 
by nature, the implant is 
already making a massive 
difference in her everyday 
life. 

From little things like 
hearing sounds she hadn’t 
heard in years – from birds 
chirping, to the rustling of 
change in her pocket – to 
feeling so much more en-
gaged in social situations.

“In life, you can be sad 
and mope about things, but 
that’s not going to make it 
any better.  So you’ve just 
got to do the best with what 
you’ve got,” Christa said, 
still smiling.

HEARING: Some retraining   in progress
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