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With the dissolu-
tion of parliament last 
weekend and the federal 
election date officially set 
for October 19, political 
observers are calling for a 
wide-open race in what will 
become the longest cam-
paign in some 143 years.

And while the fixed-elec-

Kitchener-Conestoga Conservative candidate Harold Albrecht announced numerous federal grants for Woolwich Township July 31 at the Elmira Cenotaph, including $35,480 to renovate the existing memorial site, $21,744 for improvements at the Elmira Legion and $95,147 to enhance 
the accessibility of the Woolwich Memorial Centre.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

The race is on as writ is dropped for fall federal election
Harper opts for long campaign to take advantage of full coffers, attempt to neuter opposition, says WLU professor

SCOTT BARBER tion date was well known 
for some time, the fact that 
the Conservative govern-
ment decided to make it 
official so early will have 
an impact on campaign 
spending, both by opposi-
tion parties who are well 
behind in that regard and 
perhaps most importantly, 
third-party political groups 
like unions who will now 

be subject to strict limits.
“In a sense it almost 

doesn’t matter because the 
election campaign was on 
anyhow,” Wilfrid Laurier 
political science profes-
sor Barry Kay said. “The 
October 19 date was set 
long ago in legislation, and 
while I guess (Prime Minis-
ter Stephen Harper) could 
have chose not to observe 

that, there was really no 
question as to when the 
election was going to be. So 
the various campaigns, not 
just the Conservatives were 
working towards October 
19 anyways. The fact was, 
the various leaders had 
been out and about, mak-
ing speeches and doing 
various things, and there 
have certainly been lots of 

campaign ads before the 
calling of the election, or 
the dropping of the writ as 
they call it, over the week-
end. ... The real factor here 
was I think, and this isn’t 
a unique observation on 
my part, but the real fac-
tor here relates to the rules 
about campaign ads and 
who can pay for them.”

Before an election is 

called, he explained, third 
party groups – not to be 
confused with actual po-
litical parties – can spend 
freely on ads attacking par-
ties, politicians or policy. 
Third parties fall all over 
the political spectrum, he 
added, but some of the 
biggest spenders have tra-

ELECTION | 2
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OFFER ENDS AUGUST 31

We say goodbye to all 2015 models. You say hello to big savings.
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*Finance payments must be made on a bi-weekly basis and cannot be made weekly. Weekly equivalent payments shown for information only. Limited time finance offer available through Volkswagen Finance, on approved credit, based on a new and unregistered 
2015 Tiguan FWD Trendline (#5N21V4) / Passat 1.8T Trendline (#A322R1) / Jetta 2.0L Trendline (#163VJ1) base model with 6/5/5-speed manual transmission. Base MSRP of $26,750/$25,580/$16,595, including $1,760/$1,605/$1,605 freight and PDI, financed at 
0% APR for 84 months equals 182 bi-weekly payments starting from $138/$118/$68. $2,325/$4,795/$4,810 down payment (including $100/$100/$0 air-conditioning levy, $29 EHF (tires), $58 PPSA fee, $5 OMVIC fee, up to $499 dealer administrative fee) or 
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only of new and unregistered 2015 CC / other select Tiguan / other select Passat / other select Jetta models. Discount varies by model. ††2015 Volkswagen Jetta 4 DR FWD received a 5-star overall rating. Government star ratings are part of the U.S. National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) New Car Assessment Program (safercar.gov). Crash performance was based on a U.S.-equipped vehicle. Some features on that model may be optional or not available in Canada. ‡The 2015 Jetta was awarded a Top Safety Pick 
from the IIHS (Insurance Institute for Highway Safety). To qualify for a Top Safety Pick, a vehicle must earn good ratings in the moderate overlap front, side, roof strength and head restraint tests, as well as a good or acceptable rating in the small overlap front test. 
Dealer may sell or lease for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Offers end August 31, 2015 and are subject to change or cancellation without notice. Models shown: 2015 Tiguan 2.0T Highline R-Line, $43,958 / 2015 Passat 1.8T Highline, $33,533 / 2015 Jetta 
1.8T Highline, $28,228. Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only and may include optional equipment. Visit vw.ca or your Volkswagen dealer for details. “Volkswagen”, the Volkswagen logo, “Das Auto & Design”, “Volksfest”, “Tiguan”, “Passat”, “Jetta”, “CC”, 
“Highline” and “Trendline” are registered trademarks of Volkswagen AG. © 2015 Volkswagen Canada.

ditionally been left wing 
public sector unions who 
Harper would be keen to 
neuter.

Now, they’ll be con-
strained to spend a maxi-
mum of some $400,000 
– typically the rule is 
$150,000 over a 37-day 
campaign, but it will be ex-
panded in this case – which 
will really limit their ability 
to spread their message.

“Prior to the writ being 
dropped, it’s a free speech 
issue and (third parties) 
can buy as many ads as 
they have money to spend 
on,” Kay said. “Once the 
election is called, that’s off. 
The campaign ads are re-
stricted to political parties, 
and the Conservative Party 
is much better funded with 
regard to that, so (calling 
the election so early) was 
basically a way to change 
the rules with respect to 
campaign ads. I think that 
is, more than any other 
reason, the reason why the 
election was called when 
it was.”

The impact of the pro-
tracted campaign period 
could be limited however, 
by the fact that many Ca-

nadians are less politically 
engaged during the sum-
mer, Kay added. Though 
the televised debates did 
begin this week with the 
party leaders squaring off 
in Toronto for the first time 
on August 6.

Here in Kitchener-Con-
estoga, campaigning has 
been underway for the big 
three parties for some time.

Incumbent Conservative 
MP Harold Albrecht toured 
through Breslau, Elmira 
and St. Jacobs last week 
doling out several federal 
grants to the Breslau Com-
munity Centre, the Elmira 
Legion, the Woolwich Me-
morial Centre and the Wa-
terloo Central Railway. 

Liberal candidate Tim 
Louis was out with party 
leader Justin Trudeau at 
the University of Waterloo 
on Canada Day and joined 
his fellow Waterloo Region 
Liberals at the selection of 
a nominee for the newly 
created Kitchener South-
Hespeler last week.

Meanwhile, NDP candi-
date James Villeneuve will 
be at the Wellesley Com-
munity Centre for a rally 
on Saturday (August 8).

The local Greens have 
nominated Bob Jonkman. 

ELECTION: This campaign will 
be a marathon, not a sprint
FROM |COVER

A community service 
for more than 20 years, 
the Woolwich Community 
Health Centre’s “HUGS” 
program – Health, Un-
derstanding, Growth and 
Sharing – now operates 
each month in Breslau and 
Wellesley. 

Based out of the WCHC 
facility in St. Jacobs, meet-
ings were brought out to 
Wellesley’s First St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church several 
years back. This year, the 
program grew again to 
include a pair of monthly 
sessions at the Breslau 
Community Centre. 

Now, 15-year-HUGS 
veteran, and rural com-
munity health worker with 
the WCHC Heidi Wagner 
is looking to get the word 
out to young families about 
what the program has to 
offer.

Popular HUGS 
program for 
young families 
now embraces 
Breslau, Wellesley

SCOTT BARBER

Gentlemen, start your 
engines.

The Grand River Truck 
and Tractor Pull rolls into 
town later this month for 
two nights of engine roar-
ing, dirt flying fun.

Derek Bruder says it’s 
all about pitting farmers 
against each other to see 
whose tractor is the best.

“This year our Friday 
night is local night, so it’s 
local farm tractors, local off 
the street pickups and then 
the king of the pull pulling 
series, which is all local 
farm tractors. Saturday 
night is our circuit pullers. 
There are different levels 
of modified tractors and 
modified pickup trucks,” 
Bruder said.

Local means the vehicle 
comes from within about 
a 50k radius of Elora and 
the pickup trucks and trac-
tors are used every day for 
farming or transportation.

The big draw on Satur-
day night will be the pro 

Truck and tractor pull a big part of 
upcoming Grand River Fair in Elora

WHITNEY NEILSON

“We’re not just a babysit-
ting service or a drop-in 
centre, there’s a lot of value 
in what we do,” Wagner 
said, noting a dietician and 
a pediatric nurse practi-
tioner all always available 
during sessions to answer 
questions and to map an 
infant’s growth. 

The meetings, which 
take place on the second 
and fourth Fridays of the 
month in St. Jacobs, the 
second and fourth Thurs-
days in Breslau, and the 
third Thursday in Welles-
ley, give parents with chil-
dren aged 0-5 an opportu-
nity to socialize and learn 
from their peers as well as 
a long list of experts and 
professionals the WCHC 
brings in for talks.

In September, for exam-
ple, there will be meetings 
focused on speech develop-

HUGS | 24

stock tractors, which are 
hand built machines made 
especially for these types 
of events. Many people 
will come out Friday to see 
the king of the pull pulling 
series.

“What the king of the 
pull is, is there are three 
of the local tractor classes 
where the competitors ac-
cumulate points between 

three of the local pulls, 
Drayton, Elora and Fer-
gus. Then after Fergus the 
points are all tallied up and 
there’s a winner in each 
class,” Bruder explained.

The winner gets cash, a 
trophy, but most impor-
tantly – bragging rights.

The Grand River Truck 
and Tractor Pull began in 
2004, but was a continu-

ation of the Elmira Truck 
and Tractor Show, which 
started as a sanctioned 
event in 1999. It’s actually 
been ongoing since the ‘80s 
Bruder says.

With such a longstand-
ing tradition, there’s bound 
to be some rivalry. Last 
year’s first place winners 

FAIR | 4

The Grand River Truck and Tractor Pull will run two nights this year in Elora, instead of just one, to include more classes and more 
entertainment for fans. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Woolwich and Welles-
ley townships came out 
of last weekend’s storm 
largely unscathed, say pub-
lic works officials.

Despite hail, shelf 
clouds, and wild wind 
across the region, come 
Monday morning there 
were just some broken 
branches and a couple 
uprooted trees in the two 
townships. Toronto and 
other parts of southern 
Ontario didn’t fare as well, 
with tens of thousands los-
ing power and flights in 
and out of Pearson Airport 
delayed.

Just north of the region, 
an EF-2 tornado passed 
thru the area of Teviot-
dale in the Town of Minto,  
severely damaging one 
home, while a second 
home received moderate 
damage.  A chicken barn 
and a cattle barn were also 
destroyed. 

Kevin Beggs, Wellesley 
general manager of com-
munity services, says he 
isn’t aware of any damage 
to homes in the township.

“In the village of Welles-
ley, it probably affected 
a dozen places. And for 
some, branches being 
broke off to a few trees ac-

A trio of Wellesley 
firefighters are putting 
their skills to the test this 
summer, competing in a se-
ries of FireFit competitions 
across the province.  

On July 18-19, Shannon 
Martin and Tabitha Sieg-
fried of St. Clements and 
Maddy Lavigne of Linwood 
won a pair of gold medals 

Trio of Wellesley firefighters put their fitness to the test
New recruits at stations in St. Clements and Linwood, women enjoy the challenge of competition

SCOTT BARBER

Step into any depart-
ment store and you’ll 
know back-to-school 
shopping is already in full 
swing. Woolwich Commu-
nity Services is working in 
the same vein, now collect-
ing donations for their an-
nual backpack program.

WCS’s Kelly Christie says 
they’re preparing for 200 
kids as they usually do. 
They served 160 last year, 
which is the norm.

“This year we’re going 
to have it here at our new 
location. We’ll have a spot 
down in the basement. 
We’ll have it set up there, 
which is nice because 
we’ve had to have it over at 
the church a couple times. 
It’s nice to have it in our 
facility. We’re looking for-
ward to that. We’re also get-
ting some people here that 
haven’t been here before,” 
Christie said.

People can drop off do-
nations at the office until 
August 17. PIB Insurance 
and Home Hardware are 
some of the local busi-
nesses who will soon have 
donation boxes in their 
office to drop off items.

in the relay and tandem 
races at the Western On-
tario Regionals in Point 
Edward.

Martin, who started 
with the Wellesley Fire 
Department last summer, 
described the event.

“We’re fully geared up, 
we have our full bunker 
gear on, mask, helmet, 
boots, pack on the back 
and everything,” she said. 

“So we start at the bottom 
of six flights of stairs and 
we pick up a hose roll – 
four-foot bundle, four-inch 
hose that weighs 42 pounds 
– and we carry the bundle 
up the six flights of stairs 
and when we get to the top, 
we hoist another roll of 
hose from the bottom up to 
the top of the stairs. Once 
you get it over the top, you 
head back down the stairs, 

and you have to hit every 
step on your way back 
down. From there, you 
jump on the kaiser – a force 
machine – and you strad-
dle the big chunk of metal 
and you take a hammer 
and you hit it, and it has to 
go a certain distance. From 
there, you jump off and you 
run through cones that are 
set up, and then once you 
get to the end of the cones 

you grab a charged hose 
line – pressurized with 
water – and you pull it to 
the end and you have to 
open up the hose and hit a 
target. Then you drop the 
hose, and it’s the hard part. 
You go and you pick up a 
175-pound dummy, and 
you have to drag it back-
wards to the finish line.”

It’s a grueling feat. Mar-
tin joked that she’s usu-

ally tired by the end of the 
stairs. But the trio of rookie 
firefighters – Siegfried also 
joined the department last 
summer, while Lavigne got 
on board this past winter – 
have been training hard to 
get up to speed.

“We go out to the (Wa-
terloo Region Emergency 
Services Training and 

FIREFIT | 4

WCS already gearing 
up for back to school
It’s not just retailers, as local agency readies its backpack program

WHITNEY NEILSON

BACKPACKS | 4

Storm leaves only 
minimal impact 
on townships

WHITNEY NEILSON tually broke right off and 
uprooted. But it was basi-
cally all on private places 
and I went down today 
to look and most of it is 
cleaned up. It was very nar-
row and just went through 
a little sweep of the vil-
lage,” Beggs said.

A power line was also 
knocked down at the cor-
ner of David Street and 
Queens Bush. The road was 
closed while hydro crews 
replaced the pole.

“It would have been on 
the Queens Bush Road and 
David Street and then it fol-
lowed the pond down and 
got one or two places that 
back onto the pond, then 
it went down Maple Leaf 
Street towards the commu-
nity centre and uprooted a 
few there,” Beggs said.

One tree on Moser Young 
was broken off and a cou-
ple branches broke off on 
Lichty Road. There was no 
other damage in the town-
ship.

“It must have just 
touched down and went off 
again,” Beggs said.

Woolwich was much the 
same.

Barry Baldasaro, Wool-
wich public works super-
intendent, says they’ve got 

STORM | 4
Summer student Megan Andrews is busy helping Woolwich Community Services collect supplies for their annual backpack program.  
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]



4 | NEWS THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, AUGUST 8, 2015

∙ 9 Week FREE Suicide Bereavement Group
  led by professionals
∙ ELMIRA Group Starting September 16th

∙ 4 groups per year in Waterloo Region and Wellington County

*To register go to www.wrspc.ca or call Dena at (519) 745-2195

Support for those

Bereaved by 

Suicide

“Backpack supplies don’t 
go bad, so we’ll accept them 
and of course with our new 
facility we have storage. We 
can store things that way if 
we don’t use them. We can 
keep them for next year,” 
Christie said.

She notes they always 
have a few things left over, 
which is helpful because 
sometimes backpacks 
break the first week. Stu-
dents can always come 
back throughout the year to 
replace it if that happens.

For the second time 
Colton Benham will be 
doing his program Brush-
Book-Bed, which will be 
included as part of the 
three days of the backpack 
program. Benham started 
collected toothbrushes, 
books, and pajamas to give 
to local students, to help 
them start the school year 
off right, and get into a 
nightly routine.

It’s always a mystery how 
many kids to expect, usu-
ally revolving around the 
unknown number of Junior 
Kindergarten students. 
Christie assures they’ll 
have all the little princess 
backpacks, and whatever 

characters are popular this 
year for kids to choose 
from.

“What we do is we’ll set 
up and I’m always prepared 
to go shopping with the 
cash donations that first 
night if I have to replenish, 
or even that second night 
for all that matters, so that 
there’s always a good selec-
tion. If you come on the 
third day in the afternoon 
you’re not going to miss out 
on anything because we do 
replenish and make sure 
that there’s always choice 
there,” Christie said.

They don’t get a lot of 
cash donations, but they’re 
definitely encouraged. 
She says the program has 
always been able to carry 
its own. Markers, scissors, 
and combination lockers 
are some of the more costly 
items they don’t tend to get 
a lot of.

“If we have a big increase 
in JK then we need a lot 
of the little blunt scis-
sors. If we’ve got a group 
graduating and going 
to high school that are 
in need of the backpack 
program, then we give the 
high school students USB 
keys. That can be costly 
and then, of course, all the 

lunch containers,” Christie 
said.

She notes it’s nice for 
kids to be able to come 
in and pick out their own 
supplies, rather than being 
handed something. They 
get to figure out how every-
thing fits in their backpack 
and also receive lunch bags 
and lunch containers for 
the third year in a row.

“We follow through the 
year with the lunch crunch 
program. So they can come 
here for fresh fruits and 
vegetables and sandwich 
stuff for their lunches for 
the week. Then we know 
they’ve got the proper con-
tainers to take them in,” 
Christie said.

As always, the program’s 
importance centers around 
equality.

 “All kids need to start off 
on the same foot,” Christie 
said.

You must be of low-
income and live in Wool-
wich township or northern 
Wellesley to make use of 
the program. If you live 
elsewhere, they can refer 
you to the appropriate loca-
tion. Parents and kids can 
pick up their back to school 
supplies at WCS from Au-
gust 26-28, from 9-5.   

BACKPACKS: Supplies always in demand
FROM | 3

the down branches mostly 
cleaned up.

“We didn’t get a call out 
during the storm or im-
mediately after the storm. 
We just did some patrolling 
on Tuesday and just some 
down branches here and 
there, nothing impacting 
anything that I’m aware 
of,” Baldasaro said.

North of Elmira saw a 
bit more action. Trees on 
Balsam Grove Road and 
Weisenberg Road lost some 
branches. They fell onto 
the sides of the road, not 
blocking traffic. He doesn’t 
believe the power went out 
either.

“Power outages would 
impact some of our sewage 
lift systems, two in Elmira, 
and one in Conestogo,” 

Baldasaro said.  “If the 
power goes out that also 
impacts some of the water 
systems because the ones 
that are dealing with wells, 
those are run by the region, 
the water systems. There 
are backup generators at 
all of them. Our backup 
generators didn’t come on 
for anything this weekend 
that I’m aware of. We were 
lucky.”

STORM: Wellesley, Woolwich get off lucky
FROM | 3

Research Complex) and we 
have basically a full course 
set up there,” Martin said. 
“We also head out to be-
hind the community centre 
here in St. Clements where 
there’s a nice little hill and 
we’ll do wind sprinting and 
weights, and really, any-
thing and everything.”

The trio plan to compete 
at the Eastern Ontario 
Regional meet in Wasaga 
Beach August 22-23. They 
also hope to qualify for 
the Canadian Nationals 
September 16-20 in Kitch-
ener, an event that will be 
televised.

It’s a lot of work taking 
part in the contests, it’s 
often called, “the hardest 
two minutes in sports,” but 
it’s worth it, Martin said.

“Obviously being physi-
cally fit and capable is a 

huge part of being a fire-
fighter – you never know 
what you’re going to get 
into and when you’re going 
to need to carry somebody 
out and what not. And as 
women, it’s always going 
to be a little bit harder no 

FIREFIT: Stacking up against the competition
FROM | 3

matter what we do about it. 
Doing these competitions 
I have already noticed that 
my strength and endur-
ance have improved and I 
think that’s so important as 
a female firefighter, just to 
maintain that.”

were Paul Brubacher from 
Gads Hill in the 17,500 
pounds category, Roger 
McAlister from Arthur in 
the 22,000 pound category, 
and Kevin Visakaly from 
Arthur in the 32,000 pound 
category.

“The king of the pull has 
been a different winner 
each year and most of the 
competitors are based out 
of Woolwich Township or 
Wellington County. So it is 
a big local rivalry,” Bruder 
said.

He expects there to be 
about 150 competing ve-
hicles this year, since they 

expanded the event to two 
nights. They made the 
change because they want-
ed to offer more classes 
and create a better show for 
the fans.

“There’s always been a 
very strong following of 
people for tractor pulling 
in this area, as well there’s 
been a lot more exposure to 
the sport the last five years 
for the younger genera-
tion,” Bruder said.

The Ontario Truck and 
Tractor Pull Association 
sanctioned event will 
feature a wide variety of 
vehicles from local farm 
tractors to super mod 4x4 
trucks.

Bruder says it’s impor-
tant to keep the event go-
ing and growing.

“Number one, it helps 
support local agricultural 
societies, and number two 
it’s fun, and number three 
it’s good entertainment for 
the community at a good 
value,” Bruder said.

The event starts at 6 p.m. 
on August 21 and August 
22 at the Grand River Race-
way. Friday night tickets 
are $10 for adults and free 
for kids. Saturday night it’s 
$15 for adults and $5 for 
kids. A weekend pass for 
adults is $20 and a week-
end family pass for two 
adults and two kids is $40.

FAIR: Event set for Aug. 21-22 at the raceway
FROM | 2

Wellesley firefighters Shannon Martin, Maddy Lavigne and Tabitha Siegfried won the Western 
Ontario Regional FireFit competition in Point Edward July 18-19.  [SUBMITTED]

Winners of the King of the Pull series will receive cash, a trophy, and bragging rights. [FILE PHOTO]
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POLICE BLOTTER

Cowan to appear 
in court Aug. 11

Former Woolwich mayor Todd Cowan 
will be back in court Tuesday, his first 
appearance since being released on 
bail.

A warrant for his arrest was issued 
July 21 and the former Woolwich mayor 
turned himself in to the Waterloo 
Region Courthouse in Kitchener on July 
24. He was held in court custody until 
that afternoon’s bail hearing.

An arrest warrant for Cowan was 
issued by Justice of the Peace Zeljana 
Radulovic when he failed to appear for 

a scheduled hearing on July 21.
He claims he missed the court ordered 

trial date because of a scheduling error. 
Cowan was released from custody 

after meeting bail terms that he pay 
$1,000 and promise to attend his next 
court date.

Cowan’s case has been before the 
court since March 3, but has been 
adjourned half a dozen times. It has 
been unable to move forward, due to 
Cowan’s lack of communication with 
his lawyer.

On July 21, Thomas Brock, explained 
to the court he had made more than 30 
attempts to contact Cowan about the 
court date, with no success.

Brock had initially asked to be 
removed from the case as counsel, 
but changed his mind once the arrest 
warrant was issued.

Once the trial begins, it is estimated 
to take four days to complete. He’s 
accused of double billing the township 
and the Region of Waterloo more than 
$2,700 for expenses during his time as 
mayor and regional councillor. Cowan’s 
expense records came to light last July 
when a citizen acquired records of his 
claimed expenses via a freedom of 
information request. He paid back the 
full amount, $2,770.68, in August, and 
chalked it up to poor accounting on 
his behalf.

Local economies 
show strength

The economies of most 
medium-sized metropolitan areas in 
Canada will continue to improve at 
a modest pace this year, according 
to The Conference Board of Canada’s 
Metropolitan Outlook: Summer 2015. 

“The economic recovery in many of 
Canada’s medium-sized metropolitan 
areas has been slow since the 2008-
09 recession ended,” said Alan 
Arcand, Associate Director, Centre for 
Municipal Studies, The Conference 
Board of Canada. “Although activity is 

improving, as both a weaker Canadian 
dollar and a solid U.S. economy foster 
a gradual recovery in manufacturing, 
economic growth will remain modest 
and downside risks persist.” 

All 15 cities covered in the 
report are expected to see positive 
economic growth in 2015, with 
Kitchener-Cambridge-Waterloo, 
Abbotsford-Mission, BC and Moncton, 
NB boasting the fastest growing 
economies this year. 

The weaker Canadian dollar and 
a solid U.S. economy is expected 
to boost growth in many cities’ 
manufacturing sectors this year and 
next.
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9:30 AM | A single-vehicle 
collision occurred on Floradale Road 
in Woolwich Township. The lone male 
occupant sustained minor injuries.
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3:14 AM | Police responded 
to Queens Bush Road in Wellesley 
for a ‘suspicious persons’ call. An 
alarm was set off at Wellesley Public 
School, where police confronted 
three males inside the building. The 
investigation revealed that several 
cars were found to have been en-
tered in the area. One individual was 
arrested at the scene and the other 
two were located in the area a short 
time later. Two adults and one young 
offender face numerous charges 
ranging from ‘break and enter’ to 
narcotics charges. Anyone with 
information is asked to contact the 
Waterloo Regional Police Service’s 
Elmira detachment.

3:27 PM | A 23-year-old 
Elmira man died following a 
two-vehicle collision on Steffler 
Road in Woolwich Township. 
The motorcycle he was riding 
collided with a Pontiac SUV driven 
by a 35-year-old Elmira woman. He 
was transported to hospital where 
he later succumbed to his injuries. 
Both vehicles were destroyed as 

June storm cost 
$30 million

The insured damage caused by the 
heavy rains and strong winds that 
swept southern Ontario on June 22 is 
estimated at more than $30 million, 
the Insurance Bureau of Canada (IBC) 
reports this week.

The heavy rain in Toronto and London 
caused localized flooding. In other 
parts of southern Ontario, strong winds 
brought down trees, causing power 
outages. With the relentless lightning 
contributing to outages, at least 100,000 
Hydro One customers lost power.

Fatalities up as OPP sees high 
volume of calls over long weekend
From vehicle occu-
pants and motorcyclists, 
to boaters and swimmers, 
the OPP had a busy time of 
it over the Civic Day long 
weekend, investigating 
numerous deaths that oc-
curred during a wide range 
of transportation and recre-
ation activities on roads and 
waterways. 

By midnight on Monday, 
August 3, a total of nine 
people had lost their lives 
on OPP-patrolled roads. 
An additional six people 
drowned and one person 
died in a boating incident 
on waterways within OPP 
jurisdiction. 

Of the nine people who 
died in road crashes, three of 
them were travelling in one 
vehicle and four by motor-
cycle. One was a cyclist and 

the other a pedestrian. In 
the fatal car crash, all three 
vehicle occupants – all in 
their twenties – were killed. 

In one of the motorcycle 
crashes, both the 59-year-
old driver and his 61-year-
old passenger died. While 
OPP investigations are 
ongoing, initial reports re-
veal that at least two of the 
deceased motorcyclists were 
driving properly at the time 
of the incident. 

Investigations into the 
weekend’s drowning inci-
dents revealed that all six of 
the victims were males and 
three of them were youths. 

The marine fatality oc-
curred after a canoe carrying 
two males capsized. Neither 
of the men was wearing a 
personal floatation device at 
the time. 

a result of the collision. Speed 
is believed to be a factor in this 
collision. Police are asking any 
witnesses to the collision to call the 
traffic branch at (519) 653-7700, Ext. 
8791 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-TIPS.
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4:30 PM | Police responded 
to 2641 Moser Young Rd. in Wellesley 
Township, where a tree had fallen 
during a storm, taken down a hydro 
line and partially blocked the road-
way.  Crews from Waterloo North 
Hydro and the township responded. 
The road was closed for a couple of 
hours while work was carried out.

9:15 PM | Wellington County 
OPP responded to numerous calls 
for service after a severe weather 
event passed through the area of 
Teviotdale in the Town of Minto. 
As a result of the severe weather 
event two homes were damaged.   
One home was severely damaged 
while a second home received 
moderate damage.  A chicken barn 
and a cattle barn were also de-
stroyed.   OPP also report damage 
to five police cruisers. Though there 
was extensive damage to buildings 
and property there have been no 
reports of any personal injury.

PUTTIN’ ON THE SHINE HELPS FUND BALL HOCKEY BID

Brendan Brubacher, Luke Baleshta, Spencer MacCormack, Mitch Facey and R.J. Good washed cars on a steaming hot Saturday afternoon July 18 to raise money to send the Elmira 37s ball 
hockey team to the Redwood Cup Championships in Lethbridge, Alberta Sept. 30 - Oct. 3.   [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from August 10th – August 15th

Fresh Boneless & Skinless 

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Turkey Breast
Store Made Deli Sliced 

Blackforest 
Ham

Store Made Smoked We’re in the last 
month of really warm 
weather. Let us help 
you with your BBQ’s.REG. PRICE

$16.00 ea.
$14.00

Store Made 12 x 6 oz.

Sirloin 
Burgers

Store Made Smoked

Ball Park or Turkey 
Smoked Sausages

Beef & Pork Summer 
Sausage Chubs

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb.

REG. PRICE
$8.49 /lb.

REG. PRICE
$24.99 ea.

$22.99$4.99

$4.49 $6.99

The 21st Annual Waterloo County

Steam Threshing • Antique Trucks and Cars 
Antique Tractor & Ditching Machine • Horse Drawn Wagon Rides 

Children’s Pedal Tractor Pull & other activites • Corn Maze
Hay Loader Antique Demo • Plowing • Snacks & Meal Available

Friday:
» Auction
» Gospel Singing
» Corn Roast

Saturday:
» Wide Variety of
   Waterloo Country Foods
» Antique Tractor Pull

Fri.,  August 21 |10am-10pm
Sat.,  August 22 |10am-5pm

7590 Line 86, RR#1 Wallenstein
For Information Call: 84488STEAM (884-887-8326)

Steam Threshers
Reunion

Proceeds to Gleaners of Hope and Partner Program

www.waterloocountysteamthreshers.com

Thursday:
» Tractor Run
» Brunch

Bring your

lawn chair!Bring your

lawnchair!

Featuring: JI Case

 Free Parking | Admission: $7 a Person or $20 a Family per Day

Ad Sponsored by:
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CHANCES ARE YOU’LL HEAR the federal gov-
ernment playing up its record of international 
trade deals out on the campaign trail. 

The Trans-Pacific Partnership may come up, though Ste-
phen Harper may not want to talk about the attack on supply 
management during the election campaign. Nor about stale-
mates in the process despite his eagerness to sell the store.

Very hush-hush, the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) is the 
latest attempt to boost the failed policies of globalization at 
the expense of the majority of us. 

Canada, along with Mexico, talked its way into a seat at the 
table this summer, joining the likes of the U.S., Australia, New 
Zealand, Chile, Peru, Singapore and Vietnam. Ostensibly a 
trade deal, it’s really another forum for securing investors’ 
rights and the mobility of capital. As with the likes of NAFTA, 
it would create unaccountable quasi-judicial boards with the 
right to override national policies, regulations and laws in 
favour of corporate profits. Beyond that, we know little about 
TPP, as only two of its 26 chapters have been leaked to the 
public.

So secretive are the talks that even members of the U.S. 
Congress haven’t been able to get information about what’s 
on the table, despite the fact some 600 corporate lobbyists 
and insiders are privy to the negotiations. They are, in fact, 
framing much of the agenda.

The reason for all the secrecy? Not security or likewise 
dubious claims. No, proponents don’t want you to know be-
cause they fear the public backlash would kill the deal. The 
TPP simply wouldn’t hold up to public scrutiny, as it’s bound 
to make the economy worse for most of the people in the 
countries involved.

Canada was a latecomer to the TPP talks, having been 
placed on the sidelines by other participants. The govern-
ment was also focused on the Comprehensive Economic and 
Trade Agreement (CETA), a free trade and copyright agree-
ment between our country and the European Union. It, too, 
is rife with downsides, though the government continues to 
tout it as a job-creation scheme, just as all governments do 
with trade agreements that typically result in job losses and 
the hollowing out of the manufacturing sector.

In actuality, these latter-day trade deals are little more than 
scraping the bottom of the barrel for new sources of growth. 
CETA and TPP would simply add to the 30 years of growing 
global inequality that has been the legacy of free trade agree-
ments.

Of course, calling them trade agreements is rather disin-
genuous. As the myriad critics note, the real goal is the ability 
to move capital with the intent of securely off-shoring jobs, 
intellectual property rights (a big push in the U.S.-led talks), 
extending  pharmaceutical patents to raise the cost of drugs 
and reduce access.

Language in existing deals such as NAFTA becomes even 
more pronounced in CETA and TPP, allowing for end-runs 
around national governments, essentially constraining their 
powers, he argues. In many ways, its continued deregulation 
by stealth, as governments would be handcuffed. As parties 
to the negotiations, they do so willingly, attempting to hide 
from the public the desire to turn more power over to corpo-
rations. Once the agreements are in place, any issues raised 
by the public can simply be third-partied. 

By pursuing these deals, Ottawa is essentially agreeing to 
policy changes being forced on Canadians, changes that we 
don’t want and are harmful to most of us, whatever claims 
will be made during the campaign. If free trade proponents 
put as much energy into creating jobs as they do destroying 
the middle-class economy, there might actually be progress 
and prosperity.

Trade deals are 
nothing to brag 
about on hustings

Reuven Rivlin, the 
president of Israel, is 
an outspoken man, but he 
knows when to hold his 
fire. He condemned the 
killing of an 18-month-old 
Palestinian child in an 
arson attack in the West 
Bank by suspected Jewish 
settlers last Friday as “ter-
rorism,” but he did not say 
that the suspects were from 
the extreme wing of the 
“national religious tribe.” 

Rivlin has not yet com-
mented publicly on the 
knife attack on Gay Pride 
marchers in Jerusalem the 
previous day that wounded 
six people (one of whom, 
16-year-old Shira Banki, 
subsequently died of her 
wounds). But if and when 
he does, he will not point 
out that the killer, Yishai 
Schlissel, belongs to the 
extremist fringe of the 
“Haredi tribe,” the ultra-
Orthodox Jews who do not 
even recognize the legiti-
macy of the state of Israel.

It would be wrong to use 
language that paints all the 
members of the tribes in 

Israel, where everybody is a minority these days
question as accomplices 
in these murders, because 
they aren’t. Even if some of 
them sympathize with the 
actions of the murderers 
(and some probably do), 
it would still be a political 
mistake to alienate them 
further from the main-
stream of Israeli society.

But maybe we should re-
phrase that last sentence, 
because in Rivlin’s view 
there no longer is an Israeli 
“mainstream.” There once 
was, when secular Jews, 
mostly of Eastern Europe-
an origin, formed the ma-
jority of the population and 
everybody else belonged 
to “minorities.” But higher 
birth rates among those 
minorities have turned 
the secular Jews into just 
another minority – and he 
says they should really all 
be seen as “tribes.”

He said all this two 
months ago, in a startlingly 
frank speech to the Her-
zliya conference, an annual 
event where the country’s 
leaders debate issues of 
national policy. “In the 
1990s,” he told them, “Is-
raeli society comprised 
... a large secular Zionist 
majority, and beside it 
three minority groups: a 
national-religious minor-

ity, an Arab minority, and a 
Haredi minority.”

“Although this pattern 
remains frozen in the 
minds of much of the Is-
raeli public, in the press, 
in the political system, all 
the while, the reality has 
totally changed. Today, the 
first grade classes (in Israeli 
schools) are composed of 
about 38 per cent secular 
Jews, about 15 per cent na-
tional religious, about one 
quarter Arabs, and close to 
a quarter Haredim.”

The demographic 
changes, Rivlin said, have 
created a “new Israeli order 
... in which Israeli society 
is comprised of four popu-
lation sectors, or, if you 
will, four principal ‘tribes,’ 
essentially different from 
each other, and growing 
closer in size. Whether we 
like it or not, the make-up 
of the ‘stakeholders’ of 
Israeli society, and of the 
State of Israel, is changing 
before our eyes.”

The most important im-
plication of this change is 
that barely half of the chil-
dren now in Israeli primary 
schools will grow up to be 
Zionists. The Arabs will 
not, of course, but neither 
will the Haredim, the ultra-
Orthodox Jews who believe 

that the Zionist project to 
recreate Jewish rule in Is-
rael is blasphemous. Only 
God can do that, by send-
ing the Messiah, and the 
Zionist attempt to hurry it 
along by human means is a 
rebellion against God.

Neither of these “tribes” 
even serves in the military, 
once the great unifying Is-
raeli institution. Arabs are 
not conscripted for mili-
tary service, and very few 
volunteer. In practice, the 
Haredim have been exempt 
from military service for all 
of Israel’s history as an in-
dependent state, although 
parliament passed a law 
last year that seeks to end 
the exemptions.

The Zionist tribes are 
also divided between the 
secular Zionists and the 
“national religious” tribe. 
The latter reconcile their 
Orthodox religious beliefs 
with the Zionist project 
by arguing that it was God 
who inspired the early Zi-
onists in eastern Europe to 
build a Jewish state in Pal-
estine, even if they did not 
realize it themselves. Most 
Jewish settlers on the West 
Bank, and most of their 
supporters in Israel proper, 
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Already paying out millions for useless advertising, for non-existent programs at times, Canadians will now pay millions more for an early election cycle.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Long campaign likely to let more Canadians see Harper’s many weaknesses

So, happy to have your 
boring summer jazzed up 
by a federal election cam-
paign just dripping with 
excitement? No? Welcome 
to the club. 

Launching an extra-long 
campaign – at a cost of 
millions to the taxpayers – 
seems an odd thing to do, 
as Canadians are already 
sick of Stephen Harper and 
his cohorts. Weeks and 
weeks of Harper’s prevari-
cations on the hustings will 
not endear the unloved 
man to the masses. 

As expected, Harper is 
stressing the economy and 
security, rolling out the 
well-worn bogeymen. He’s 
also touting leadership as a 
go-to issue.

“This is an election about 
leadership on the big is-
sues that affect all Canadi-
ans: the economy and our 
country’s security,” says 
Harper.  “Given the seri-
ous economic and security 
issues facing the world, it 
is appropriate that Cana-
dians should have time to 

consider the alternatives 
before them.”

Harper maintains it’s 
about leadership, not 
popularity. He would, as 
he certainly trails the other 
leaders in the  popularity 
race – increasingly reviled 
the more Canadians know 
of him – but nor is he an 
effective leader. 

Harper, of course, 
seems neither warm nor 
engaging, exuding an 
air of unfriendliness and 
dishonesty. But his lack 
of leadership acumen is 
readily apparent in his 
record. He has a history of 
surrounding himself with 
the incompetent – from 
John Baird and Bev Oda to 
Tony Clement and Dean 
Del Mastro. And there are 
the dubious appointments 
– an ever-growing list that 
includes the likes of Mike 
Duffy, Arthur Porter, Pa-
mela Wallin, Marc Nadon, 
Patrick Brazeau, Bruce 
Carson ... Oh, and there’s 
the mismanagement of just 
about every important file, 
from disastrous military 
procurement – the F-35s 
being just one example – to 
privacy and civil rights. 

And how about the abuse 
of power and scandals? 

Allegations of election 
tampering and Senate-
related cover-ups in the 
PMO should make Harper’s 
defeat a foregone conclu-
sion. Our democracy is 
already challenged by voter 
apathy, corporate interfer-
ence, negative advertising 
and a host of dirty tricks, 
we don’t need to add 
outright fraud to the list. 
Again, judging from the 
comments and reaction in 
the media and online, oth-
ers are of the same opinion. 
The whiff of things Nixo-
nian is most unpleasant. 

This is a problem that de-
serves more than the usual 
flippant responses com-
ing from the government 
benches. The revelations 
don’t bode well for Harper 
himself. Canadians have 
never warmed to him, and 
now his true colours – rath-
er than the contrived image 
– are showing. Ideally we’d 
see the same kind of igno-
miny as Brian Mulroney, 
who ran afoul of corruption 
and scandal more than 
once himself. It shouldn’t 
be lost on Harper that after 
two majorities under Mul-
roney, the Conservatives 
dropped to just two seats 
across the country in the 

1993 election.
Leadership and trustwor-

thiness are out the door. 
The economy? Here, too, 
Harper gets a failing grade.

A comprehensive review 
of the economic record 
of Stephen Harper’s Con-
servative government, 
released last week, paints a 
damning portrait of nearly 
a decade of economic fail-
ure. 

“Canada’s economy has 
never performed worse, 
since the end of World War 
II, than under the present 
Conservative government. 
The Harper government 
ranks last among the nine 
post-war governments, 
and by a wide margin – 
falling well behind the 
second worst government, 
which was the Mulroney 
government of 1984-93,” 
says Unifor economist Jim 
Stanford, who along with 
colleague Jordan Brennan, 
tracks the performance of 
nine federal governments 
from 1946 through 2014, 
omitting those short-lived 
regimes such as John Turn-
er’s and Kim Campbell’s.

While written by econo-
mists employed by a 
union – not Harper’s core 
constituency – the report 

is detailed, drilling deep. 
Apologists for Harper’s re-
cord will point to the Great 
Recession, but the report 
shows the poor economic 
results of the Conserva-
tive government cannot be 
blamed on that – Canada 
experienced a total of 10 
recessions since 1946, with 
some prime ministers con-
tending with more than 
one during their tenures. 
The recovery from the 
2008-09 downturn has 
been the weakest of any 
recovery since 1946. 

Stanford and Brennan 
compare annual data from 
Statistics Canada and other 
publicly available sources 
regarding 16 key conven-
tionally used indicators 
of economic progress and 
well-being, including job-
creation, employment rate, 
unemployment rate, labour 
force participation, youth 
employment, and job qual-
ity. Also reviewed: real GDP 
growth (absolute and per 
capita), business invest-
ment, exports, productivity 
growth, real personal in-
comes, inequality, federal 
public services, personal 
debt and government debt.

For 13 of the 16 indica-
tors, the Stephen Harper 

Conservative government 
ranks last or second last 
among all postwar prime 
ministers. And its average 
ranking across all 16 indi-
cators is by far the worst. 

Even internationally, 
Canada ranks much more 
poorly than previously 
claimed. Canada’s econo-
my falls in the lower half of 
all OECD countries under 
the Harper government, 
according to population-
adjusted indicators of job-
creation and GDP growth, 
the report finds.

“Given the negative 
growth data recorded so far 
for 2015, Canada’s standing 
among industrial countries 
will slip further this year,” 
says Stanford.

“Prime Minister Harp-
er’s claim that Canada’s 
economy is ‘the envy of the 
entire world’ is sharply at 
odds with the international 
data.”

In hitting the campaign 
trail, Harper hopes enough 
of us aren’t paying atten-
tion to his record that he 
can squeak back in. Or 
perhaps he’s hoping he’s 
bribed enough of us with 
our own money – see the 

What are the important issues for the federal election?

“Healthcare is number one. Number two is the 
economy. It should be more democratic, a 
more accountable government. Practice what 
you preach.”

 » Greg Bezzo

“The conservatives have been too involved in 
military. We’re tarnishing Canada’s name 
around the world. They should be like a big 
hospital ship helping people.”

 » Gord McDonald

“Stability.”

 » Stewart Haylock

“Don’t downsize our pension.”

 » Mim Miller

“Keeping our pension.”

 » Doug Miller

“The most important implication of this change is that barely half of the children now in Israeli primary schools will grow up to be Zionists.” Gwynne Dyer | 6

KANNON | 8
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Tribal issues to change 
with country’s demographics
FROM | 6

 » Pembina Institute

FALL SESSION
Recreational and Competitive Programs Offered 

For Ages 16 Months & Up

11 WEEKS
September 14 – November 30, 2015

Payment must accompany registration Payment Options: Cash or Cheque

IN PERSON REGISTRATION
August 10 – August 13, 2015

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Gym Lobby, 
97 Earl Martin Dr., Unit #2, 
Elmira

CHECKOUT OUR WEBSITE www.woolwichgymnastics.com
CALL 519.669.2227 or EMAIL wgcregistrar@gmail.com

Please note that all programs are subject to availability and sufficient enrollment.

FOR INFORMATION ON
Programs, Gym Calendar, Birthday Parties & Registration 

belong to this tribe.
All these former minori-

ty tribes are to some extent 
alienated from the secular, 
liberal-democratic Zionist 
assumptions that underpin 
Israel’s current political 
structure. A few members 
of each tribe are already so 
alienated that they turn to 
violence, like the settlers 
who attack Palestinian 
children, the Israeli Arabs 
who run amok and kill 
Jews, or the Haredi fanatic 
who attacked the Gay Pride 
march.

President Rivlin, “Ruvi” 
didn’t say that explicitly – 
it’s too upsetting – but he 
was pointing out that the 
emperor has no clothes. 
The current secular Zion-
ist domination cannot 
continue; the other tribes 

must also come to feel safe 
and welcome in a different 
kind of Israel. Specifically, 
in a “one-state” Israel that 
includes all the territory 
between the river Jordan 
and the Mediterranean Sea.

Rivlin, though an Ortho-
dox Jew, doesn’t really be-
long to any of these tribes: 
his family has lived in 
Jerusalem for more than 
two centuries. He doesn’t 
believe that the “two-state 
solution” – one country for 
Jews and one for Palestin-
ian Arabs – is viable any 
more, if it ever was. So he 
is driven to the “one-state 
solution,” which requires 
reconciliation and coop-
eration between all the 
tribes.

It’s so radical that it al-
most makes sense. It’s just 
hard to believe that it could 
actually happen.

The lack of a comprehensive policy has taken a toll: Estimates that 
Canada’s market share of the global cleantech sector (which 
includes energy efficiency, green buildings and other products and 
services) has declined by 41% since 2005, with Canada now the 
world’s third greatest loser of cleantech market share since 2008. In 
2014, clean energy investments globally reached $270 billion with 
the global cleantech industry reaching nearly $1-trillion.

 » Liberal Ralph Goodale points out the false claims made by Stephen Harper to 
justify a 78-day election campaign, the longest in more than a century

“Harper claims the longest election in a century is needed to save 
taxpayers money. In fact, he has gamed the system so that his 
Conservatives receive the largest taxpayer-funded rebate in 
Canadian history. By using his parliamentary majority to change 
the rules for his party’s benefit, it is clear that Harper is so 
self-absorbed and out of touch that he doesn’t think twice about 
misusing Canadians’ tax dollars.”

 » From the Aug. 10, 2002 edition of The Observer

A rash of serious traffic accidents in Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships has area police questioning why the public continues to 
ignore the rules of the road. Since the end of June, Waterloo Regional 
Police have attended some 50 accidents in the area, five serious and 
one resulting in a fatality. People are distracted, they are driving 
faster, they have a greater degree of security in the summer because 
the roads are dry and they take more risks, said police.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

long list of funding an-
nouncements, including 
money sprinkled around in 
the townships, in the run-
up to the dropping of the 
writ. A blatant attempt to 

KANNON: Summer living just 
got a bunch more unpleasant
FROM | 7 buy votes just ahead of the 

election call? That much 
is obvious to those not at 
the beach or tending to the 
barbeque – real summer-
time activities, unlike the 
electioneering we’re now 
subjected to.

Advance notice of 
closure would be a 
service

To the Editor,
Here’s a thought, and 
forgive me if I hadn’t no-
ticed in last week’s or the 
week before paper: How 
nice would it be if the Ser-
vice Ontario location in 

Elmira submitted a notice 
of upcoming holidays or 
closures? After all, they do 
service a community that is 
spread out, and nothing is 
more frustrating than driv-
ing into town and finding 
a “closed” sign posted on 
their door with the nearest 
location 15 minutes away.

MARY HUNTER-RHODES | ST JACOBS

Doctor of Audiology
The

is in…

THE BENEFIT OF LISTENING TO MOTHER
New research suggests that expectant mothers can stimulate their 
unborn children to develop better language skills later in life by talking 
to the babies in utero. While scientists have long known that unborn 
children can feel their mother’s heartbeats and hear their words, they 
weren’t sure what effects these sensory stimuli had. To find out, 
researchers took ultrasound scans of the brains of babies who listened 
to audio recordings of their mother’s voices for three hours every day 
for a month. It turned out that the audio cortex portions of their brains 
were larger than those of babies not exposed to their mothers’ voices 
in the womb. Maternal sounds may help shape newborns’ brains for 
hearing and language development.

To schedule a hearing consultation, please call EAR & HEARING 
CLINIC. Due to continuing research and advancements in audiology, new 
techniques and technologies are developing rapidly. We specialize in 
(re)habilitating patients of all ages with hearing loss including local 
infants identified through the provincial Infant Hearing Program. As 
registered members of the College of Audiologists and Speech Language 
Pathologists of Ontario, we are among the highest qualified regulated 
hearing health care professionals in Canada. “Hear the Sound of Life.”

*Call for Details  |  ELMIRA 519-669-4425  |  The Clock Tower Wellness Centre
FREE Hearing Tests* & Workshops

• Grand daughter of Levi & Melinda Shantz
• Supporting Community for 19 years.

Born & Raised 
in Elmira

By Juliane Shantz, Au.D.

editor@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT A 
LETTER.
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SPORTS
TRACK & FIELD / NATIONAL STAGE

Junior Pan Am Games a big 
experience for local decathlete
Nathaniel Mechler continues to 
progress in demanding sport; sets out 
from Edmonton to compete in Sweden

SCOTT BARBER

GALEA | 10FEHRMAN | 11

MECHLER | 10

Former Sugar King wins gold with Canadian softball team

OPEN
COUNTRY

Anglers 
seeking 
shelter 
from the 
wind

It doesn’t really mat-
ter what time of year it is. 
In winter, spring, summer 
or fall, wind is the angler’s 
worst enemy – unless, of 
course, you fly fish. Then 
it gives you a great excuse 
as to why your cast landed 
in another angler’s hat. 

Having said that, if you 
are fly fishing in the dead 
of winter on an ice-cov-
ered lake, you’ve probably 
got some explaining to do.

I have spent the last few 
days fishing for small-
mouth bass from boats of 
all kinds – inflatable pon-
toon boats, canoes, and tin 
boats with outboards – and 
the result was always the 
same. I’d find fish, catch a 
few and then get blown off 
the spot by a brutal wind. 

Then I’d spend the next 
10 minutes finding the 
spot again. Only to be 
pushed off of it once more. 
This is not as enjoyable as 
it sounds.

I know all this could 
be fixed by using marker 
buoys or a GPS unit, both 
of which I use on occasion. 
But, frankly, I’d just like 
the wind to go $#!^% itself. 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

Sitting in fourth 
place through nine 
events, Nathaniel Mechler 
lined up for the final race 
of the decathlon at the Ju-
nior Pan Am Games. 

A strong runner, the 
Alma native knew he had 
a shot at reaching the po-
dium with a good perfor-
mance in the 1500-metre 
race at the University of 
Alberta track in Edmonton 
on August 1. 

“The first day went 
pretty well,” he said over 
the phone, en route to his 
next international track 
and field meet in Sweden 
on Tuesday. “I had two 
personal bests on day one, 
but then the next day was 
pretty rough, actually. But 
the thing about the decath-
lon is that it’s 10 events, so 
if you don’t do well in one 
event you can do better in 
others.”

The conditions were 
poor on the second day of 

SCOTT BARBER

Former Elmira Sugar 
King Ian Fehrman won 
gold at the Pan Am Games 
last month with the Cana-
dian men’s softball team.

The Townsend, Ont. na-
tive has enjoyed a long, 
successful career with the 
Canadian national team 
since his time with the 

Kings, earning the silver 
at the 2006 Pan Ams in 
Mexico, gold at the 2008 
Three Nations Cup in Sas-
katoon, and bronze at the 
2008 International Softball 
Federation World Champi-
onship in Saskatoon, and 
finally the gold at the 2015 
ISF Championship earlier 
this summer, once again in 
Saskatoon.

Now he gets to retire in 
style, as the 35-year-old 
plans to hang up his cleats 
after the big win on home 
soil.

Townsend played for-
ward for the Kings from 
1997 through 2001, helping 
the club win the Cher-
rey Cup in 1998 and the 
Sutherland Cup in his final 
season.

Elmira Sugar Kings 
director of hockey opera-
tions Jeff Snyder coached 
Fehrman during his rookie 
year.

“He was a real good 
player,” he said. “He was 
a draft pick of the (Kitch-
ener) Rangers and we were 
affiliated with the Rangers 

the competition. On top of 
the fatigue that comes with 
participating in a com-
bined event, the athletes 
were dealing with rainy 
weather that was keep-
ing scores low across the 
board.

But Mechler kept push-
ing. 

“It was really hard to get 
momentum going,” he said. 
“Day two wasn’t great, but 
I fought through, and in 
the 1500, I had to beat the 
Brazilian (Hellerson Costa) 
by about 20 seconds, and 
I managed to accomplish 
that, beating him by 24 
seconds.”

It was a dramatic finish. 
Watching the video 

stream online showed 
Mechler grind out an im-
pressive race, leading the 
pack wire-to-wire.

After crossing the finish 
line with a personal best 
time of 4:27.75 Mechler 
turned to watch Costa 
rounding the bend towards 
the home stretch.

Alma’s Nathaniel Mechler won the bronze medal in the decathlon at the Pan American Junior Games July 31 - August 2 at the University of 
Alberta in Edmonton.  [SUBMITTED]

Church St  E

A
rt

h
u

r 
St  

S

Wyatt  St  E

W
a

lk
e

r 
S

t

Park Ave E

James St

5 1 9 • 6 6 9 • 1 2 1 2   w w w.sosphysiotherapy.c a    3  W y a t t  S t .  E a s t

ELMIR A

Thank You Elmira
for your ongoing support!

We are sponsoring the face painting booth at the 
Friday night Car Show during the Downtown Elmira 

BIA Sidewalk Sale Days this weekend. 

Come out and enjoy the weekend!

Hunched over with his 
hands on his knees, Mech-
ler stared down the clock as 
Costa came across.

As he realized he had 
done enough to get the 
bronze, he dropped to the 
ground, pounding the track 
in jubilation. 

He wasn’t a medal favou-
rite heading into the meet, 
Mechler said, but he was 
able to rise to another level 
in his first competition rep-
resenting Canada. 

“It was really cool and a 
great honour to represent 
my country and I am glad 
I was able to do well,” he 
said. 

The 18-year-old Elmira 
District Secondary School 
student qualified for the 
games by winning the 
Canadian National Junior 
Decathlon earlier this sum-
mer in Ottawa. 

Still relatively new to the 
sport, Mechler continues to 
progress in each event, and 

one day hopes to compete 
for Canada at the Olym-
pics.

The competition began 
with the 100-metre dash, 
where Mechler ran a per-
sonal best time of 11.16 sec-
onds and finished third.

Next, he jumped a per-
sonal best 6.81-metres in 
the long jump, again finish-
ing third. 

In the shot put, he threw 
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I know this is not in 
keeping with the gentle 
nature of the angler, but 
I’ve had enough. Would it 
kill the wind to allow us 
to have one calm day this 
summer? I believe the kite 
flyers could use a break.

Heck, I’d even settle for 
a gentle breeze or occa-
sional gusts.

The only times an angler 
truly enjoys a strong wind 
is after chili night, when 
the bugs are thick or when 
he’s fishing with an angler 
who wears a bad toupee. 
Or, as previously noted, 
when we’ve stuck a good 
fly in another angler’s hat.

At times like that, a 
strong wind is our friend. 
Otherwise, however, it is 
just a nuisance.

And it is a persistent 
nuisance at that.

Take yesterday. A strong 
wind was wreaking havoc 
with our angling, so I 
drove the boat to the lee-
side of an island where 
there was some calm. It 
took the wind exactly five 
seconds to peek around 
the corner, find us, then 
change directions. Do you 
know how hard it is to op-
erate an outboard so you 
don’t get dashed into the 

rocks while simultaneous-
ly shaking your fist to the 
heavens? It’s not easy.

There’s nothing you can 
do about this either. 

You can’t hide from the 
wind. It finds you. There 
are no tools, like the um-
brella, to prevent it. In 
fact, an umbrella in a high 
wind just complicates 
things – especially when 
fly casting.

Every angler knows 
this but we still go out on 
windy days and even fool 
ourselves into thinking a 
little bit of a chop is good 
for the fishing. And white 
caps can be breaking on 
shore and we’ll call that 
a little bit of a chop. Yes, 
we’re desperate to fish any 
day we can.

It’s either that or stay at 
home and mow the lawn, 
which is not much of a 
choice when you think 
about it. We’ve all learned 
long ago that some fishing 
is always better than none 
at all.

So we simply put up 
with the wind. And if it 
gets really bad, we resort 
to trolling. But even troll-
ing in the wind is not that 
much fun. Unless you 
happen to have a fishing 
buddy with a bad toupee…

GALEA: In such conditions, it’s 
best to differentiate between 
windbreak and breaking wind
FROM | 9

The largest 100% Canadian multi-product insurer.

Allen Morrison
Allen Morrison Insurance Inc.
5-25 Industrial Drive
Elmira, Ontario
N3B 3K3

Phone: 519-669-2632
allen_morrison_insurance@cooperators.ca

www.cooperators.ca

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel

Being prepared is smart, but when 
accidents happen we are there to help 
our clients get back to normal.

               the right 
coverage for you.
mind with
Give yourself peace of 

519.669.0524 100 Union St., 
Elmira (Reist Industries)

See www.woolwichrentals.ca for our growing list of rental equipment.

Wood 
Chippers

Here for you when

DISASTER

Generators

Chainsaws

STRIKESSTRIKES

Pumps

12-metres, placing sixth; 
jumped 1.85-metres in the 
high jump, good for third; 
sprinted 48.85 seconds 
in the 400-dash, placing 
second; ran a time of 15.61 
seconds in the 110-metre 
hurdles, finishing sixth; 
placed fourth in the pole 
vault with a jump of 
4.10-metres; threw the jav-
elin 47.93-metres to place 
third; and finally he won 
the 1500-metre race.

It was a major accom-
plishment to become just 
one of ten Canadian medal 
winners at the games, he 
said, and the feat marks an-
other stepping stone in his 
burgeoning athletic career. 

It was also a great atmo-
sphere to be a part of, he 
said. 

“I got there and the 
whole team came out and 
we got all of our Canada 
gear and then we all went 
for food. And at the resi-
dence we were staying at 

(the University 
of Alberta), 
all the other 

countries were 
staying there 
as well. So we 
got a space, 

and all of the 
Jamaican, 

American 
athletes were 

there as well, 
so it was a 

really cool 
experi-

ence to be 
there with 
all of the 
other coun-
tries as well.”

Winning the bronze 
medal caps off an impres-
sive rookie year in the de-
cathlon for Mechler, who 
will return to EDSS next 
year and look towards at-
taining an NCAA scholar-
ship going forward. 

It also brought a bit of 
notoriety, as the affable 
teen got to sign his first 
autographs for fans after 
the meet. If he keeps this 
up, they could be the first 
of many.

MECHLER: Relatively new to 
decathlon, he’s still making his 
way in the sport

FROM | 9

KNOW 
THE RISKS
& REGION

Preparing Your Family for an Emergency

3 Simple Steps:

If a disaster happens in your community, it may take some time for emergency 
workers to get to you as they help others in desperate need. You should be 
prepared to take care of yourself and your family for a minimum of 72 hours.

1 Knowing the risks specific to your region can help you prepare yourself better. Are floods 
likely in your area? Is there a history of tornados, earthquakes or hurricanes in the region? 
The internet can help you find this information. Once you know about the risks in your 
region, you can start preparing for those specific situations.

Put your plan in writing, it will help your family know what to do in case of emergency. Practise your 
plan. The plan should include the following elements: emergency exits from your home; an escape 
route from your neighbourhood; a previously identified meeting location; plans for specific risks, 
such as what do in case of a flood or blackout; emergency contact information & safety information 
i.e. location of the fire extinguisher and how to turn off the electricity or gas, if necessary.

Water - Have enough to last for three days.

Food - Non-perishable items that have a long 
shelf life and can be easily consumed.

Flashlights and Batteries
Radio - (Hand cranked models are the best).

First Aid Kit - Make sure this includes 
extra prescription medication if needed.

Bedding and Clothing
A Phone - Include an extra charger.

Maps and Important Contact Numbers

Customize a Survival Kit with the following items:

MAKE 
A PLAN

2

PREPARE 
A KIT

3
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WHAT TO DO DURING 
A POWER OUTAGE

Waterloo North Hydro makes every effort to minimize outages, but 
unforeseen circumstances such as weather and accidents can lead  
to power outages.  
 
Here’s what you can do to keep your family safe and comfortable  
in the event of an extended power outage:

• Unplug sensitive electronic equipment, or make sure to use surge-
protector power bars. 

• If you see downed powerlines, remember to stay back at least 11 metres 
and call 9-1-1 immediately to report it. 

• Don’t use charcoal, gas barbecues or home generators indoors. They 
produce deadly carbon monoxide. 

• If you use electronic life-sustaining equipment, make sure to have a 
backup power source. You can sign up to receive critical customer 

outages. For more information, visit  www.wnhydro.com or  
call (519) 886-5090. 

• 
emergency survival kit with enough supplies to remain comfortable for at 
least three days immediately after or during an emergency.  
Visit www.emergencymanagementontario.ca for more details. 

526 Country Squire Road
Waterloo, ON N2J 4A3 
www.wnhydro.com 
Tel: (519) 886-5090 

facebook.com/wnhydro @wnhydro

3044 Sawmill Road
St Jacobs, ON 

N0B 2N0

519-664-3796
www.c-max.ca

Be Prepared For All Situations

your family
emergency plan
Put an 

in place for 

and practice it.

at that time, so that’s how 
we ended up getting him in 
Elmira. He was a real good 
player and a great kid.”

A former fastball player 
himself, Snyder kept in 
touch with Fehrman after 
his hockey career, witness-
ing his skills on the dia-
mond firsthand. 

“He’s one of the best fast-
ball players in the world,” 
Snyder said, noting he saw 

Fehrman last summer at 
the International Softball 
Congress Championships 
in Kitchener. “He’s a great 
shortstop and a really good 
hitter.”

Fehrman was also a 
great Junior hockey player, 
showing leadership skills 
in his first year with the 
club, Snyder added. He was 
awarded the club’s sports-
manship award for the 
2000-2001 campaign. 

FEHRMAN: Former coach has 
nothing but praise for athleticism
FROM | 9

Wellesley slo-pitch 
tournament keeps 
Don Green’s legacy 
alive in community

SCOTT BARBER the accessible playground 
which was completed ear-
lier this summer behind 
the Wellesley Community 
Centre.

Both projects have been 
very popular amongst 
young families in the com-
munity, he said, and they 
wouldn’t have been pos-
sible without the generous 
support from the Trillium 
Foundation, the Lions, the 
Don Green Memorial Fund 
and the generous dona-
tions from people in the 
township.

“Really, the community 
fundraising has been out-
standing and it is continu-
ing now,” Cressman said. 
“You have to have the buy-
in from the community for 
a project to be successful.”

This weekend, it will be 
all hands on deck for the 
Lions, as the ball tourna-
ment marks one of their 
biggest events of the year. 
But riding high after the 
success of the accessible 
playground, the group is 
looking to keep its momen-
tum going.

“This tournament has 
been running for over 30 
years now, and it’s been 
quite a few years since 
(Don Green) passed, so 
there are quite a few people 
who might not know much 
about his legacy,” Cress-
man said. “So it’s pretty 
neat that this continues to 
go on.”

Sixteen teams in four 
divisions – three male, 
based on experience and 
skill level and one co-ed 
group – will play on Friday 
evening and through the 
day on Saturday.

Everyone is welcome at 
the community barbeque 
fundraiser Friday evening 
and Saturday, starting at 
11 a.m.

For more than 30 years, 
the Don Green Memorial 
slo-pitch tournament has 
raised money for parks 
and recreation facilities in 
Wellesley Township.

The annual event returns 
to the diamonds behind 
the Wellesley Community 
Centre this weekend, with 
16 slo-pitch teams ready to 
play ball and a small army 
of volunteers set to run an 
extensive barbeque and 
beer garden that has be-
come a summer tradition 
for many families in the 
community.

“The tournament is a 
fundraising event for both 
the Don Green Memorial 
Fund and the Wellesley 
and District Lions Club,” 
organizer Blair Cressman 
said. “Both the Wellesley 
Lions and the Don Green 
Memorial Fund support 
community projects in 
Wellesley and the area and 
really the Lions have kind 
of taken it over in the last 
five years just to kind of 
handle the manpower and 
organizing of the tourna-
ment but we still get great 
support from the Don 
Green family for the event.”

He continued, “There 
have been a number of 
things that the Don Green 
fund has supported includ-
ing recreation in the town-
ship, some playgrounds 
and some of the fundrais-
ers that have gone on more 
recently have included the 
splash pad and the acces-
sible playground.”

The Wellesley and Dis-
trict Lions Club shares its 
passion for supporting 
community projects, he 
added, and really took an 
active role in the initiation 
of both the splash pad and 
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Gas bar filling a 
need in Heidelberg

With one of the longest 
federal election campaigns 
in our history in front of 
us, it’s reasonable to expect 
all sectors, including agri-
culture, will get an unusual 
amount of attention. 

Right now, as that cam-
paign revs up, those who 
want to lead our country 
are still getting their sea 
legs. 

To help, here are some 
agri-food morsels for can-
didates at all levels to chew 
on in advance of the Octo-
ber 19 vote.

Almost all farms are 
family farms. Many of 
your constituents mis-
takenly think huge cor-
porations are running 
agriculture. They’re not. 
Farms are run by families.
The products that come 
off those farms are rightly 
heralded as local food, and 
it’s a selling point for agri-
culture. 

Farming is important 
to the economy. Agri-
culture generates billions 
of dollars in sales and 
exports. It’s steady, and 
it doesn’t have highs and 
lows like some other sec-
tors. Investing in farming 
is good business economi-
cally and politically, and 

Candidates, 
you should
know this 
about 
agriculture

ROBERTS | 13GAS BAR | 13

Since 
1926

DRIVEWAYS • PARKING LOTS • FARM LANEWAYS • SAND & GRAVEL

1-800-265-8764FREE
ESTIMATES

P.O. BOX 40, MOOREFIELD, ON  NOG 2K0

ATTENTION:
Rep/Competitive Coach Applications  

Due Monday, August 31st, 2015
Applications available under the Handouts section of our website

www.woolwichyouthsoccer.com
or contact our office at 519-669-1000 | woolwichyouthsc@gmail.com

Submit by Sealed Envelope ONLY, Att. VP Rep • Drop off at our office - 5 First St. E., Elmira ON

WOOLWICH  
YOUTH SOCCER

LIKE US
Facebook, a great place to make friends. Find us. Like us. 

Friend the Observer and stay informed.

Wellesley council ap-
proved the bylaw amend-
ment to allow the gas sta-
tion to be built last fall. The 
bylaw previously allowed a 
motor service station or a 
public garage on that prop-
erty, but not a gas station.

Haji says the opening of 
the gas station is welcomed 
by many residents, since 
the next closest is six kilo-
metres away.  

“The comments are 
‘thank you.’ Every single 
person that comes in says 
thank you,” Ahmed said.

“They’re just delighted,” 
his daughter Noor said.

He said opening in July 
was right on schedule. He, 
his wife Naheed, and their 
children Noor, Husnain, 
Kinza, and Sidra all share 
in working at the store, and 
now gas station. They previ-
ously operated a pizza res-
taurant in Kitchener. 

“Weather was the only 
thing that delayed us. 
Otherwise, nice and easy,” 
Ahmed said.

He and his family have 
lived in Waterloo Region 

for two decades, moving 
to Wellesley two years ago. 
He says the community has 
welcomed them by support-
ing the business.

“First thing, they’re giv-
ing me the business, so 
that’s the best part. They’re 
coming here, they’re very 
nice to my children, my em-
ployees,” Ahmed said.

And it’s not only people 
in Heidelberg making them 
feel welcome. Right across 
the township, from St. Cle-

community. We’ll have 
some barbeque here and 
music and just celebrate. A 
lot of people are very happy. 
We just want to get together 
with everyone. Almost two 
years everyone was waiting 
for that day,” owner Ahmed 
Haji said.

Initially, some neigh-
bours were opposed to it 
due to the loss of some 
parking, potential noise 
issues, and traffic concerns 
when fuel trucks must be 
on site to refuel the storage 
tanks.

Ahmed Haji and his family are welcoming the community to a grand opening at their new gas station in Heidelberg on Aug. 15. From left: Husnain, Naheed, Kinza, Ahmed, Noor and Sidra. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Heidelberg residents 
can now fill up their cars, 
lawnmowers and snow 
blowers without leaving 
town, as the HDC Gas Bar 
officially opened on July 24. 

Part of the Forwell Super 
Variety, the gas station has 
been in the works since 
Ahmed Haji and his family 
bought the convenience 
store. They’ll have an of-
ficial grand opening on 
August 15.

“We are inviting all the 

WHITNEY NEILSON

EXPANSION / BRANCHING OUT

Grand opening to be held Aug. 15 to celebrate the latest addition to 
convenience store business that really is a family affair 
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seldom draws the ire of 
taxpayers.  People like 
farmers!

Farmers support 
research, and need it. 
Farmers see the gains that 
have been made by public 
investments in develop-
ing new crop varieties and 
food products and by im-
proving livestock health, 
at research-intensive uni-
versities committed to the 
sector, such as the Univer-
sity of Guelph. Provincial 
and federal support for 
research is vital. 

Farmers must have 
elbow room. How can you 
grow food if you are tied up 
in red tape and legislation? 
Farmers need leaders’ 
cooperation at all levels, 
to help the public get the 
message that the avail-
ability of homegrown food 
is worth the occasional in-
convenience of a tractor on 
the road, or waft of manure 
up the nose.

Agriculture is part of 
the big picture. Although 
farming is highly regional, 
that’s no excuse to set it 
aside in large-scale eco-

nomic action plans. It is 
intrinsic to much of this 
country’s well-being, and 
to the better health of its 
citizens. 

Farmers have fami-
lies too. Those who try 
to portray farmers as 
environmental villains 
conveniently dismiss this. 
But why would farmers 
put their own families in 
harm’s way by practicing 
poor environmental stan-
dards?

Not all is well. Farmers 
produce an abundance of 
food, but still we see head-
lines about food bank use 
at record levels. Poverty 
is a real problem, but it’s 
caused by many factors, 
not just the price of food. 
Although some people 
genuinely find food prices 
prohibitive and limiting, 
this year Canadians expe-
rienced Food Freedom Day 
by February 6, and spend 
just a little over 10 per cent 
of their entire disposable 
income on food. 

People like farmers. 
In trustworthiness polls, 
farmers traditionally finish 
near the top, up there with 

first responders. Can you 
up your cause by having a 
farm photo op? It’s not just 
publicity; it’s a chance for 
you to learn the truth abut 
GMOs, animal welfare, 
nutrient management and 
a host of other topics that 
are important to one of our 
country’s leading indus-
tries, and largely misun-
derstood.

Policies must be re-
search based. We need 
to nurture a culture about 
farming that is not gov-
erned by which way the 
wind blows or who has 
more money for shock ads 
... but rather, by research 
that examines all sides and 
then acts in society’s best 
interests.

Misunderstanding pre-
vails. Agri-food education 
is not a high enough prior-
ity in Canada, which is one 
reason self-interest groups 
can get away with smear-
ing conventional farm-
ing. Agri-food awareness 
groups need your support 
to help the public make 
sound decisions – just like 
the ones you’ll make when 
you are elected. 

ROBERTS: Pointers about the agri-food sector
FROM | 12

7456 4th Line, Wallenstein, Ontario  • 519-669-2323 

Branson’s new line of UTV’s is now available 
at MAR•LINE. Call us for more details!  
UTV FEATURES INCLUDE:  

  60 horsepower engine
Fully automatic transmission 

  2 Seat or 4 seat models 
Red or Camo exterior finish

  Hydraulic brake system
   Electronic ignition

  Shaft drive front/rear
  Electronic dump bed
  Dual fan cooling system

Also 
see our full line 

of Branson Tractors 
from 24 to 80 hp

Completely Custom Kitchens, Bathrooms, Work Spaces and more…

Excellent Quality, Great Value!

COME SEE OUR SHOWROOM www.pinecreekcabinets.com519-274-0300

You Dream It, We Build It!

25 Industrial Dr, Elmira
Milverton - Stratford - Drayton - Listowel

800 250 8750    www.mornington.ca

& AWESOME
SMARTPHONES 
FREE ON TWO YEAR TERMS

NO CONTRACT
$35 UNLIMITED  TEXT

See store for details. 

ments to Crosshill, he says 
they’ve been helped.

Business continues to be 
steady. He says he doesn’t 
think they’ll see an increase 
in customers, but an in-
crease in what those cus-
tomers are spending, now 
that they’ll be able to fill up 
at the pumps too.

“I’m getting the same 
people because they live 
in the same area. I’m not 
expecting people coming 
from Waterloo or some-
where. The same people are 
already coming to me for 
my grocery store the last 
two years. Now they have 
a one-stop shopping. They 
don’t have to go to Waterloo 
to get gas,” Ahmed said.

The name of the store 
will remain the same be-
cause it’s one of the few 
longstanding businesses in 
the community, along with 
Stemmler’s.

Haji plans to continue 

adding on to his family’s 
business, with ventures like 
a dollar store set to open in 
a few months, and a coffee 
shop later. He considered 
a LCBO agency store, but 
there isn’t enough parking 
for it.

He says he enjoys living 
close to work in a small 
town, where his children 
feel safe working at the 
store.

“We live right here, only 
three kilometres from here. 
So this opportunity came 
and there’s an easy way to 
come here. Most people like 
to get to the job quickly. No-
body likes if there’s lights 
and things. Plus my daugh-
ters are all going to Laurier 
and University of Waterloo, 
so I decided to stay here,” 
Ahmed said.

The business is already 
getting the thumbs up from 
local groups who are look-
ing forward to buying gas 
locally this winter.

“Yesterday the snowmo-
bile club in St. Clements 
they called me, said thank 
you because there is no gas 
around. They need to go to 
Elmira or somewhere to get 
the gas. They are a matter 
of fact now talking to one 
of the farmers here because 
the trail is far from Heidel-
berg. They want to bring the 
trail inside so they can go 
to the restaurant to eat and 
come to gas here,” Ahmed 
said.

 Noor added, “We hope 
this winter it’ll be easier for 
them now. That was a big 
concern.”

Everyone is welcome to 
stop by the grand opening 
on August 15 for a barbeque 
and music.

“We just need to say 
thank you to the people,” 
Ahmed said. “They helped 
us, supported. They’re com-
ing, actually giving us a 
business now so we can stay 
in the business.”

GAS BAR: Looking to provide more services
FROM | 12

Ahmed Haji and his children all help out at the Forwell Super Variety, which is expanding to include a dollar store.  [FILE PHOTO]

FROM PAPER TO PRINT
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5x7
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$9 2nd Print 
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / MUSICAL THEATRE

Bringing mental illness on stage
Reality of bipolar disorder is at the hub of award-winning Next to Normal, the next offering from JM Drama

STEVE KANNON

Not your typical sum-
mer fare for musical 
theatre, Next to Normal 
is a bit of a stretch for JM 
Drama, as well as the actors 
involved. Of course, mental 
health issues – bipolar dis-
order, specifically – aren’t 
your run-of-the-mill topics 
for a musical, but that’s 
very much the case with 
the award-winning play.

“It’s something that we 
need to be more aware 
of,” said Jessica Croezen  
(co-director with Moira 
King) of the issue of mental 
health. “This musical will 
open up more doors for 
people to talk about it.”

Next to Normal is the sto-
ry of Diana Goodman and 
her family. Traumatized 
by the death of her infant 
son from an undiagnosed 
intestinal obstruction, Di-
ana has lived with bipolar 
depressive disorder and 
delusional episodes for the 
past 17 years. The illness 
has affected everyone in 
her life, and has nearly torn 
her family apart on several 
occasions.

Winner of three 2009 
Tony Awards including 
Best Musical Score and the 
2010 Pulitzer Prize, Next to 
Normal  was also chosen as 
“one of the year’s ten best 
shows” by critics around 
the country, including The 
Los Angeles Times, The 
Washington Post, Rolling 
Stone and The New York 
Times. 

With book and lyrics by 
Brian Yorkey and music 
by Tom Kitt, Next to Nor-
mal  explores how one sub-
urban household copes with 
crisis and mental illness.

Recognizing the subject 
matter isn’t typical of sum-
mer theatre, JM Drama’s 
Cheryl Ewing notes the 
issue is very much topical 
right now.

“It was a bit of a chal-
lenge for the organization,” 
she said of the discussions 
before going ahead with 
the play, “but it’s turned 
out to be a really good time 
for this show.”

The cast has been work-
ing with health care pro-
fessionals to gain a deeper 
understanding of how 
mental illness manifests, 
and its impact on families. 
Their insight is brought to 
the stage within a script 
that is full of beauty as well 
as pathos. Next to Normal 
addresses such issues as 
grieving a loss, ethics in 
modern psychiatry, and 
suburban life.

A doctor specializing in 
mental illness addressed 
the cast a couple of times 
to talk about the issues and 
how they play out in those 
affected and those around 
them. The play really 
touches on the complete 
picture of dealing with 
bipolar disorder, Croezen 
said.

The experience has re-
ally resonated with the cast 
and crew, she adds.

“Everyone in the show 
has said they can relate 
to their character in some 
way in their own life,” said 
Croezen.

“It’s such an emotional 
show. We had a lot of emo-
tions popping up in the 
cast.”

The experience has been 
a chance for the actors to 
stretch their talents, anoth-
er reason the musical was 

chosen as this summer’s 
show, Ewing explained, 
adding it was ideal for 
the group’s mandate and 
small, intimate venue that 
is the Registry Theatre.

The musical allows 
performers to explore 
dramatic material within 

the frame of a pop/rock 
musical showcasing their 
vocal talents. The cast 
includes Elise Brisson as 
Diana, Trevor Middleton 
as Dan, Nolan Henshall 
as son Gabe, Kez Vicario-
Robinson as daughter 
Natalie, Brett Roberts as 

her boyfriend Henry and 
Sebastian Mateus playing 
the doctor.

Next to Normal  having 
appealed to audiences and 
critics alike since its first 
staging, JM Drama is about 
to find out how local audi-
ences will respond.

Trevor Middleton (Dan), Kez Vicario-Robinson (Natalie), Brett Roberts (Henry), Elise Brisson (Diana) and Nolan Henshall (Gabe) rehearse a 
scene from Next to Normal, now playing at the Registry Theatre in Kitchener.  [LEELIND KEARY]

“It is a thought-provok-
ing piece, but it’s also a 
very beautiful piece. If you 
like live theatre, you’re go-
ing to love this,” said Ew-
ing, predicting this show 
will appeal to different 
constituencies beyond the 
group’s usual theatrical 
base.

“I know we’re going to be 
drawing some new audi-
ence.”

Though very much based 
in reality, the character-
driven musical isn’t the 
downer its subject matter 
might suggest.

“You don’t go away feel-
ing down or negative,” said 
Ewing.

“It leaves you with 
a sense of hope,” said 
Croezen.

The JM Drama produc-
tion of Next to Normal  runs 
August 6-8 and August 
13-15, all shows at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Registry Theatre in 
Kitchener. Tickets are $18-
22 ($20-$25 at the door), 
available by calling 519-
578-1570 or online through 
www.registrytheatre.com.

Gore Park, Elmira

Sunday Night
2015

FREE

CONCERT SERIES
SUN AUG 9

Burie Family

BRING YOUR OWN LAWN CHAIRS

EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT ALL SUMMER LONG!FREE     7-9PM

THE OBSERVER PRESENTS

FRANTI AT HILLSIDE FESTIVAL

Michael Franti and Spearhead closed off opening night of the Hillside Festival with a spirited, high-energy performance. Hillside Festival, held annually at Guelph Lake Island, featured more 
than 100 performances, workshops and spoken word events July 24-26.
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THURSDAYS BY 10AM
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20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5 p.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

CONTINUED 
ON PG. 16

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Retail Sales Associate
Looking for a mature person with good retailing 
qualities and communication skills, friendly 
customer service and motivated: must be able 
to work some Saturdays and evenings. 

Job description: sales, writing orders, pricing 
stock, computer skills and general duties. This 
position is for a mature adult and student looking 
for flexible full-time and part-time hours. 

Apply in person with resume to: 
W.C. Brown and Sons – Men’s Clothier, 

Downtown Elmira · 519-669-1152

OK Tire in Elmira is a growing company 
looking to add a full time tire installa-
tion person to work in our shop install-
ing passenger and light truck tires. We 
are looking for someone who is hard 
working and able to work well within a 
team environment. Experience an asset 
but not necessary. Benefit package. 

Please drop off resumé to:

ATTN: ROB BOWMAN
35 Howard Ave., Elmira

EMAIL: rbowman@oktireelmira.com

Tire Technician

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a custom furniture 
and kitchen cabinet manufacturing 

company located in Drayton. 

Due to continued growth we are looking 
to hire for the following position

Woodworking
Craftsman

Experience is an asset but we are also 
willing to train the right individual. 

Please send your resume to 
laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 

519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

HELP WANTED

A well-established, privately-owned general 
contracting firm has a full-time opening for:

BOOKKEEPER / ACCOUNTING 
COORDINATOR

Summary of Duties & Responsibilities
• Responsible for all daily, weekly, monthly 

processing of accounting transactions
• Accounts Receivable – prepare billings & related 

documentation, maintain customer files
• Accounts Payable – data entry & payment 

processing for extensive supplier group
• Project Reporting – maintain accurate job files, 

produce timely cost reports
• General Ledger – bank reconciliation, account 

reconciliations, adjusting entries, equipment & 
inventory updates

• Payroll – prepare and process bi-weekly payroll for 
60+ employees including direct deposit 
transmissions, file remittances, maintain employee 
records, monthly and yearly reconciliations

Skills & Qualifications
• Dedicated and highly organized with the ability 

to multi-task
• Solid understanding of the accounting process
• Min. 2 years of similar experience
• Proficient computer skills – MS Office environment, 

knowledge of Jonas accounting software an asset 
(willing to train)

• High degree of clerical accuracy is required
• Professional, personable disposition
• Able to work independently with minimal 

supervision

This full-time dynamic position (40 hrs per 
week) offers a competitive wage plus benefits 

within a team-driven office.

Send resumé to: Joanne Nechanicky
Frey Building Contractors

3435 Broadway Street, Hawkesville N0B 1X0
email: joanne@freybc.com

fax: (519) 699-4875

Stoltz Sales & Service strives to be an agricultural dealership of choice; by 
excelling in customer service and providing optimal solutions to growers 
and producers within the communities we serve. We are expanding our 
Elmira Team and require a Parts Specialist and a Sales Consultant.

The Parts Specialist is responsible for sourcing, ordering and managing 
parts inventory. The ideal candidate will have a mechanical aptitude, be 
resourceful and strong interpersonal skills. This position is required to 
work a scheduled Saturday rotation.

The Sales Consultant is responsible for developing and managing a sales 
territory. The ideal candidate will have experience in or knowledge of 
agriculture, able to analyze customer needs and strong interpersonal skills. 

Visit www.stoltzsales.com for more information.

Stoltz Sales & Service offers a competitive wage and benefit plan plus lifelong 
learning. We will accommodate the needs of qualified applicants under the 
Human Rights Code in all parts of the hiring process. If you are interested in 
being a part of a growing industry and organization, forward your resume to 
one the following points of contact on or before August 21, 2015.

Mail: PO Box 235, 6805 Line 86 West, Elmira, N3B 2Z6
In Person: 6805 Line 86 West, Elmira
Email: krichardson@stoltzsales.com

Career Opportunities

Listowel - Elmira - Mildmay
www.StoltzSales.com
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w w w.sosphysiotherapy.c a

Front Desk Receptionist
SOS Physiotherapy Elmira seeking a professional, 
motivated individual for regular daytime/evening 
part-time hours with additional coverage hours 
as needed. Pleasant personality and basic computer 

skills essential.

Please send resume to
careers@sosphysiotherapy.ca

AUCTION

AUCTION
PUBLIC

Sat. Aug 15th  9:30 a.m. 

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

VIEWING: Friday August 14th, 2015, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
TERMS: $500.00 Cash Deposit on Each Major Item, or as announced

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

to be held at

MORE UNITS ARRIVING - Check the Website DAILY!!!
Prelminary List ONLY!!!        NO Buyer’s Premium!!!

Police, Estate, Municipal & Repo Vehicle Auction

4-07/11 Crown Victoria’s 2010 Equinox LT 
2010 Gr Caravan SE 2010 GMC Sierra Pickup 
2010 Fusion SE  2008 Dodge Nitro 4x4
2008 Magnum SXT 3.5L 2-2008 Patriot/Compass
2008 Impala LT 2007 Ford F150XL 4x4
2008 Saturn Astra XR 3-2006 Ford Cargo Vans
2007 Lincoln MKZ 2005 Dakota Crew 4x4
2006 Montana SV6 2004 Honda CR-V
2006 Fusion SEL     2003 Ford FX150 4x4
2006 Caravan SE  2003 Silverado 1500
2005 Cadillac DeVille 2002 Trailblazer LTZ
2004 VW Beetle Conv  2001 Ford E450 Diesel Cube 
2004 VW Toureg V8 93 Ford E150 Handi Van

HELP WANTED

NIEUWLAND FEEDS ELORA, 
Ltd, (corner of County Rd 21 
and 7) requires a full time 
production employee to begin 
immediately to perform all 
aspects of feed manufactur-
ing. Wages to be discussed, 
benefits at 3 months. Apply in 
person to Cliff Bowman.

PART-TIME POTTER’S ASSIS-
TANT - shop organization, 
sales, pottery assembly 
and handling. No pottery 
experience necessary. 15 - 
30 hours per week including 
some weekends. 519-664-
2630 between 10 a.m. & 6 
p.m. Mon. through Sat.

PERMANENT FULL/PART 
TIME help required on 
Poultry farm. Flexible hours. 
Wallenstein area. Reply 
to: Box 150, c/o Woolwich 
Observer, 20-B Arthur St. N., 
Elmira, On. N3B 1Z9.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

FOR SALE

OAK TABLE AND 6 chairs 
$100. Also antique end 
table. Phone 519-998-7600 
or 519-669-1222.

REAL ESTATE 

HOUSE FOR SALE in North 
Waterloo backing onto 
Benjamin Road overlooking 
farmland. Please call or text 
519-502-4103

RENTALS

BRIGHT, SPACIOUS 1BEDROOM 
apartment in quiet, adult 
building. Seeking non-smok-
ing mature tenant. Close to 
downtown. Laundry, parking. 
Phone 519-669-3423.

ELMIRA - 2 bedroom apart-
ment. Newly renovated with 
5 appliances. In unit laundry. 
Available Sept. 1 or possibil-
ity of immediate occupancy. 
Utilities separately metered. 
Rent $1000.00 monthly. Call 
Mildred Frey 519-741-6970.

COMM/
INDUSTRIAL 
FOR RENT

INDUSTRIAL UNIT - For lease 
or rent. M-2 zoning, 2640 
ft2, 16’x16’ electric OH door. 
600V, 600 Amp service, gas 
radiant heat, natural and 
energy efficient lighting. 
Please call 519-669-8776 for 
details.

PLACE AN AD IN 
OUR CLASSIFIED 
SECTION TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com
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AUCTION

BIRTHDAYBIRTHDAY

Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary

Friends and family are invited to celebrate
their 50th Wedding Anniversary

Sunday, August 9, 2015
OPEN HOUSE | St. Jacobs School House Theatre

 from 2 - 5pm (Program at 3pm)

Landis & Violet Brubacher

Best Wishes Only.

ANNIVERSARY

FAMILY ALBUM

Herman Martin’s 
90th Birthday

The Family will be hosting an
OPEN HOUSE on the home farm in 

Wallenstein (7231 Line 86) on 
Sunday August 9 from 1:00-4:00pm.

In honour of

Come help us 
celebrate!

BIRTHDAY

Location: Kurtz Auctions 7041 Hwy #7 west, 1km west of Guelph Auto Mall
Just before County Rd #32 

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
Fridge GE 2 Door FF ( like new , Black)- LG 60” Flat Screen TV – 7pc Kroehler solid 
maple Bed Suite c/w Queen mattress (like new) – 9 pc Mah Dining Suite c/w 2 
leaves & Server- 8 pc Maple Dinette set c/w Round table 3 leaves & corner hutch- 
Mah bow front 2dr curio cabinet c/w glass shelves- Glass top double pedestal table  
38” x 76” – Solid Oak double Pedestal table c/w  3 leaves 6 press back chairs – 2 
pine Gentleman’s chests – solid Maple cheval mirror 5’h – Sofa & end tables – Birds 
eye maple dressing table – antique sewing machines & accent pieces – Collection of 
Figurines include- Royal Doulton- Westbury- Norwich collection covered bridge – 
etc. –Anne of Green Gables collector dolls – 12 place setting Royal Winton 
dishes(Christina) lots not mentioned.

WOOD WORKING TOOLS & MISC.
Craftsman Radial arm saw- (2) Drill Presses- 10 “ Craftsman table saw – Craftsman 
10” compound mitre saw –Delta 12” portable planer- HD Bench Grinder – Skill Saws 
– Drills- Levels_ Bolt & Screw Cabinets with a variety of screw bolts etc. – Hand 
tools – Gas Poulan chainsaw 34 cc 16 “ bar (new) – Lots not mentioned found in 
Home Wood Working shop – Oil Furnace & tank(Good) 

CAR  – TRAILER
-1941 Plymouth Custom Sedan c/w 1965 273 V8 commando completely rebuilt 
A833 4speed An Excellent build in New condition (rare find)
-Travel Trailer 2008 Fleetwood orbit Ultralite series 21 ft long.

AUCTION NOTE:
An Auction not to miss, with a good variety of Quality clean furniture collectables & 
tools with lots not mentioned. Something for everyone.

UP COMING AUCTION:
RESTAURANT & DELI EQUIPTMENT AUCTION  THURSDAY AUG 27/15 
AT 6PM ON KORTRIGHT RD WEST.   DETAILS ON WEBSITE
VIEWING: - Friday 12-4 pm  or 8am sale day to sale time . Any 
Announcements day of sale take precedence over ads. Proprietors & 
Auctioneer not responsible for accidents day of sale.
TERMS: CASH or CHEQUE with proper ID, DEBIT   10% Buyers Premium

Saturday Aug 15th 2015  10am

Happy 50th Wedding 
Anniversary 

Join them at their Open House to celebrate.
Sunday, August 16, 2015 from 2-4 p.m.  

at their home  
3885 Lobsinger Line, St. Clements.

Bill & Judy Meyer

Best wishes only

Happy 80th Birthday 
Ronald Wilson Clemens 

August 11th

From Family and Friends

Thank You
I wish to express my sincere 

thanks to my fellow employees, 
relatives, neighbors and 

friends for their gifts, flowers, 
cards, best wishes and 

presence at my retirement 
open house. Your kindness 
will always be remembered. 

Special thanks to my family for 
all their hard work in preparing 

the celebration and to those 
who donated food. 

May God Bless All Of You.

Anne Runstedler

It’s True - Shirley’s 50!

Love from Mom 
and your family

ANNIVERSARY

THANK YOU

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

New Listing | Fergus | $324,000
A great raised bungalow with vaulted ceiling in LR and angled walls to create 
a spacious open concept, Many recent updates. Don’t miss this one. 418 
Flannery Dr. in Fergus MLS Call Dale.

Sale or Lease Elmira | $329,000 
Commercial building, great exposure from 2 main streets, Arthur and Church, 
retail on main floor and large 2 bdrm upstairs. Upgraded and renovated 2011. 
Both up and down currently rented. Also available for lease. MLS Call Dale.

New Listing | Drayton | $249,000
All brick 3 + 1 bedroom bungalow on a large lot 65 x 166. Newer roof, some 
windows, furnace. This is a great property on a quiet street. Priced to sell fast. 
MLS Call Dale.

SOLD

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

CONTINUED FROM PG. 15

DEATH NOTICES

MCLEOD, DAWNIA | Died Suddenly on Tuesday, August 4, 
2015 at the Louise Marshall Hospital, Mount Forest. Dawnia 
Dee Barbara (Mercey) McLeod of Mount Forest, in her 53rd 
year. Local family are her mother Jan Clancy of St. Jacobs 
and her father Ray Mercey and wife Mary of Elmira.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

BICYCLE REPAIR TO all makes 
by Certified Mechanics. Will 
pick up and deliver for a 
nominal fee. Call Ontario 
Cycle 519-291-9675 or Text 
519-292-0382 to schedule a 
pick up.

SPRUCEHOME MOTORS - 
Electric motors, sales and 

repairs. Heidelberg, Ontario. 
Mervin Martin 519-699-6078.

GARAGE 
SALES

MOVING SALE - Garage & 
lawn items, toys & other 
miscellaneous items. Aug. 
7 & 8th at 9 Grosbeak Rd, 
Elmira. Starting at 8 a.m. to 
1 p.m. both days. Household 
items for sale at a later date.

MOVING SALE SATURDAY, 
August 8, 7 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Household items, furniture, 
tools, games, books. Cash 
and carry. 14 Meadowlark 
Road, Elmira.

MULTI FAMILY GARAGE Sale  
- 26 Hampton St Elmira, 
Thurs Aug. 13th,  9-5; Fri 
Aug. 14th, 9-5; Sat. Aug. 
15th, 8 a.m. - noon. Some-
thing for everyone.

DEADLINE FOR 
FAMILY ALBUM  

IS WEDNESDAYS BY 5PM
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

PRIVATE SALE
OPEN HOUSE Sat Aug 8 & Sun Aug 9 • 2-4pm

5 Queen St., Elmira

5 Queen St., Elmira
Full 2 storey brick home, 
4 bedroom, 1 ½ bath, new 
kitchen, newer windows 
and roof, detached garage, 
large yard, lots of character.

Beautiful home with lots of character!    Contact 519-897-0342

$343,000

A DONATION will be made with every 
home bought or sold by Alli, Paul or Sue.

MAKE YOUR MOVE WHILE RATES ARE LOW!

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Call today and book a

HOME EVALUATION
FREE

Thinking About
 Selling?

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

Drayton - Eat in kitchen, 
spacious living room, walk out 
from the master bedroom to 
the large back deck, great 
starter home, or retirement 
spot. The finished basement 
includes 2 extra bedrooms 
and a 3 piece bathroom. Lots 
of room in the oversized shed 
at the back of the property. 
MLS 1521798.$235,000$235,000

PERFECT STARTER OR RETIREMENT PROPERTY

Mapleton - This sought 
after 4.5 acre country 
property not only has a lovely 
open bungalow with a wood 
burning stove, main floor 
laundry in the mud room off 
the garage, but also a newer 
30 x 30 shop, currently being 
used as a horse barn. Enjoy 
country living just 35 minutes 
from K-W! MLS 1531802.$474,900$474,900

BUNGALOW ON 4.5 ACRES

Elmira - This bungalow is 
situated on a quiet street 
and features main floor 
laundry, a gas fireplace, 
finished basement, central 
air, central vac, and all 
appliances. Great starter 
home. MLS 1531757.

$299,900$299,900

QUIET STREET CLOSE TO PARK

Drayton - Located on 6 acres 
this extraordinary home is 
nestled in picturesque 
scenery. Featuring: Private 
lane, 1500 sqft, (30ft x 50ft) 
workshop with 60amp 
service, and 1600sqft home. 
Finished top to bottom with 
an open layout this rare find 
is extremely well kept. MLS 
1527262.$630,000$630,000

PRIVATE HAVEN!

Heidelberg - Exceptional 
Custom Built 5 bedroom 
home boasts a 1500 square 
foot triple car garage with a 
drive through to the back 
yard. Situated on a 133 x 165 
foot lot with a beautiful 
country view, enjoy relaxing 
on your back deck around 
the pool. MLS 1517249.

$749,000$749,000

SPACIOUS HOME, BEAUTIFUL VIEW

Elmira - Located just outside of 
town, this bungalow has been 
redone inside and out!  Enjoy the 
convenience of the back entrance 
into the mud room and main floor 
laundry.  This home also boasts a 
separate garage on the 200 ft 
deep lot, with decking straight 
through from the side to the back 
yard.  This is the perfect spot for 
entertaining on these warm 
summer evenings. MLS 1532036$339,000$339,000

ON THE EDGE OF TOWN

Waterloo - Immaculate end 
unit bungalow condo has 
everything you need on one 
level. Two bedrooms with a 
private ensuite plus a 
spacious open concept 
kitchen, dining room living 
room combo that backs onto 
a nice deck and green space 
as well as a double car 
garage.  MLS 1531346$349,900$349,900

METICULOUSLY MAINTAINED

Linwood - This open concept 
living room and Dining room 
walks out to the private patio 
situated on a large 66 x 217 ft 
lot only steps from the school.  
This home also features a 
detached single car garage 
and a shed. Don't miss out! 
MLS 1531340

$249,900$249,900

SUPER STARTER

SOLD

Elmira - Charming family 
home!! Located on a sought 
after street, Lots of space inside 
with the family room addition 
and an attic with potential.  Sit on 
your large 2-tired deck while 
enjoying the stunning gardens 
and fish pond in the private yard.  
Convenient setting near public 
school and short walk to down 
town shops.   MLS 1528168$324,900$324,900

STUNNING YARD

Kitchener - Single family or an 
Investment opportunity with a 
1 bedroom and 3 bedroom unit. 
The character of this century 
old home shows beautifully with 
wood floors, beamed ceilings, 
unpainted wood trim and French 
doors. Large unfinished attic, 
close to downtown, expressway 
and amenities. MLS 1534051 & 
1534047.$299,000$299,000

ORIGINAL CHARACTER
NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

PRIVATE SALE
FREEHOLD 

TOWNHOUSE
2 Bedroom, 3 

Bathroom, fully 
finished basement
Walking distance to 

downtown and 
schools. Stove, fridge, 

washer, dryer, A/C, 
gas furnace, central 

vac, smoke-free.

CALL 519-669-8380 TO VIEW

$259,900

PRIVATE SALE

Large, well maintained bungalow on beautiful, EXTRA LARGE lot landscaped 
with mature trees, perennials and flowering shrubs. Recent upgrades include: 
hardwood flooring, carpets, bathrooms. MLS X3209218.

MOVE IN READY!    Call 519-669-1252 or 519-669-2646

58 Duke St, Elmira
$309,000

REDUCED!

FIND YOUR DREAM HOME IN CANADA’S BEST COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
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FIND YOUR DREAM HOME 
IN THE #1 COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN ONTARIO

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4, Elmira   N3B 3L4

Elmira Real Estate Services
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED, BROKERAGE

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER OF RECORD

519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE SUMMER MARKET ANALYSIS

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

Have a
 Safe and
Enjoyable

Long
Weekend!!

• Executive Freehold Townhomes
• 2 Bungalows remaining in Phase 2
• 1424 sq ft mainfloor
• Double car garage
• Mainfloor Master +ensuite
• Loft plans available for last phase
Exclusive

PRICED FROM $322,900 | 162 Ridgeview Dr., Drayton

OPEN HOUSE | SATURDAY, AUG. 1ST & SUNDAY, AUG.2ND • 1-3PM

PARKLIKE PROPERTY
$566,000 ELMIRA Attractive 
cape cod on one of the 
finest cul-de-sac locations. 
110’ x 229’ deep mature private 
yard. Entertaining tiered deck 
off laundry and familyroom. 
Original hardwood flooring. 
Newer maple kitchen with 
granite and built-in appliances. 
4 Bedrooms, 4 baths. MLS.

1 ACRE RURAL 
PROPERTY
$119,900 DRAYTON Build 
your dream home, vacant 
lot situated on a paved Rd., 
mins from Town, permits, 
well & septic required. MLS.

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519.669.8629

TRACEY
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519.505.0627

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD. | 519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

ARTHUR ST. S.

LOTS OF PARKING! Updated furnace, bathrooms, shin-
gles, cupboards. 2 tiered deck & private back yard. Rec. 
room. & 4th bedroom. MLS.

$316,900

UPDATED FROM TOP TO BOTTOM! A great home to retire in - everything on one level! 
Quiet street. Lovely finished basement. with rec. room & office 2 baths. Walkup basement. 
A must see! MLS.

$355,900

HERBERT ST.

VERY SPACIOUS BRICK BUNGALOW Lots of windows facing south. Main floor family 
room w/fireplace. Large master bedroom/ensuite. Main floor laundry. Walkup to garage. 
Lots of parking! MLS.

$529,900

WEST MONTROSE

WINTERBOURNE (ON THE WATER)

UNIQUE PROPERTY ON 1.8 ACRES, siding to water and 
overlooking the countryside! Updated windows. Hdwd. flrs. In 
LR, DR & 2 bdrms. Ensuite bath. Gas fireplace in L.R. & wood F.P. 
in fin. rec. room. Updated kitchen. W/O to deck & hot tub. MLS.

$559,900

MOCKINGBIRD DR

CRESCENT LOCATION! Large fenced lot. Long driveway. 3 
bdrm. semi with laminate on the main level. Refinished cup-
boards. W/O to deck. 3 bdrms. Fin. rec. room. Newer shed. MLS.

$239,900

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

Your referrals are appreciated!

FREE Market Evaluation

$219,900 Drayton starter home 
offers large country kitchen with lots 
of oak cabinets, main floor laundry, 
great family room with gas heat 
stove, newly renovated main floor 
bathroom, three bedrooms, mature 
trees on fenced lot 66’ x 165, newer 
detached garage 12’ x 24’, concrete 
driveway. MLS. Call Bert to view.

$239,900 WITH LARGE 
WORKSHOP! Located on a quiet 
street this property offers a large 
fenced lot, a well kept older home 
with recent updates including 
windows, both bathrooms, three 
bedrooms and a detached 30' x 32' 
heated workshop (built in 2004). 
MLS. Call Bert to view.NEW LISTING!

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA   DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Chip truck, restaurant, and 
2 apartments, building is 
completely updated, commer-
cial kitchen and 40 seat dining, 
the apartments are clean and 
redone in latest styles, big 
bedrooms, open concept living 
area, balcony, parking, located 
beside small lake

Great Income Property in Scone.

$795,000

Free, no obligation, Opinions of value
“You dream...We’ll work.”

Thinking of Buying or Selling call or email today!

Wendy Taylor
BROKER MANAGER

Independently Owned and Operated

519-669-1544 519-669-1544 24hrs24hrs www.peakrealestate.comwww.peakrealestate.com

wendy@wendytaylor1.com

OPEN HOUSE | Sat Aug 8th 1-3pm | 5 Porchlight Dr., Elmira

$379,900 Need more room for your 
growing family? This 9 year old home 
features 2050 sq. ft. with 4 spacious 
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms plus a 4 pc. 
ensuite for mom and dad. Main floor 
familyroom with walkout to deck and 
fenced pool-sized yard, eat-in kitchen, 
separate diningroom, mainfloor laundry, 
carpet free main floor. To view or for 
more information please email Wendy 
Taylor at wendytaylor1.com or call 
519-669-1544. MLS

NEW PRICE

17 Church St. W., Elmira

Build your dream home on one of two-one acre building lots available near 
Goldstone. $124,900 and $114,900.  Located on paved roads.  15 minutes to Elmira 
or 5 minutes to Drayton.  MLS. For more information please call Wendy Taylor at 
519-669-1544 or email wendy@wendytaylor1.com  
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SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

REDMOND
AUCTION
SERVICES

Shawn Redmond
AUCTIONEER

shawntredmond@gmail.com

519-503-0601
Elmira, ON

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-W: 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT, 8-6, SUN 12-5

BIKE SALES & REPAIRS
PROFESSIONAL BIKE MECHANIC ON STAFF

Buy your bike from us 
and get a FREE annual 
inspection!

$20
PARTS EXTRA

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.

Call someone you 
can trust.

Call Cindy.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira
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SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.
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PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

www.groprolawncare.com
519-669-1278

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

OUTDOOR SERVICES
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OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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LIVING HERE
SUMMERTIME / ALTERNATIVE TAKE ON THINGS

The summer rains we 
had this week were just 
what the garden needed 
... but now, what shall I 
do with  these nice herbs? 
So I made my tea biscuit 
recipe and added cheese 
(of course) and freshly cut 
chives.

Tea biscuits are not dif-
ficult to make but require 
a little extra care in the 
technique. Read through 
the instructions first and 
assemble everything you 
need before you begin. 
It may seem like a sticky 
mess when you are mixing 
it, but do not be tempted to 
add too much flour or the 
biscuits will be hard and 
dry.

Serve these hot from 
the oven with a generous 
amount of butter. With 
several cups of strong black 
coffee, they were breakfast 
for me!

Tea biscuits 
just the 
thing for 
the surplus 
of herbs

CHEF’S TABLE | 23

WHITNEY NEILSON

It’s time to milk sum-
mer for all it’s worth with 
back-to-school season on 
the horizon.

Peace Camp, run at the 
Conrad Grebel University 
College in Waterloo, brings 
together youth for a week 
of peaceful and social jus-
tice oriented activities next 
week.

The day camp offers 
field trips, speakers, crafts, 
games, and an opportunity 
to learn how individual 
actions can have a big im-
pact.

Peace Camp coordina-
tor Katie Gingerich says 
the five-year-old program 
works with youth to teach 
conflict resolution skills, 
create awareness about 
social justice issues, and 
empower youth to stand 
up and make a difference. 
That can be with their 
peers, family, within their 
classroom or community. 
The goal is to give them the 
tools to create peace in big 
and small ways.

This year’s theme is rip-
ple effect, focusing on how 
everyone’s actions affect 
the people around them.

“I hope that in keeping 
with our ripple effect that 
kids are being inspired to 
know that the small actions 
can make a big impact, that 
they can walk away feeling 
like maybe I do have some-
thing to offer the world, 
that I don’t have to feel 
defeated when I hear about 
these issues, that I can go 
and make a difference,” 

Conrad Grebel’s Peace Camp draws on region’s unique heritage, penchant for conflict resolution 

Gingerich said.
There are 34 campers 

signed up, with room for 
an additional six. This is an 
increase from their previ-
ous maximum of 30. The 
camp isn’t based on a spe-
cific religion, and is open 
to children from all faiths.

“This summer we have 
an organization called 
HELP, Homelessness Ev-
erywhere Lacking Public-
ity, which I believe is a 
group of young people who 
started an initiative to raise 
awareness about home-
lessness in our region,” 
Gingerich said. “So they’re 
going to be sharing some 
ideas of how our youth can 

get involved, and how they 
can see issues and make a 
difference.”

They’ll be visited by a 
new startup called Food 
Not Waste, which is run by 
a University of Waterloo 
student. They take leftover 
food from different res-
taurants and community 
organizations and give it to 
different community cen-
tres and redistribute it, to 
cut down on food waste.

“We are visiting a com-
munity garden to un-
derstand the social and 
ecological implications of 
community agriculture 
and what that can mean 
for us. And finally we are 

visiting an African cul-
ture camp to build some 
understanding of African 
culture. So we’ll be hear-
ing some stories and doing 
some African crafts,” Ging-
erich said.

Of the 34 campers, 15 are 
returning from last year. 
Testimonials from them 
express leaving with a 
sense of purpose, and the 
ability to make change, no 
matter how small.

“As much as we are an 
education organization 
and we have sessions with 
all these people from the 
community, we have a 
lot of fun. We play lots of 
games. We play sports and 

crafts,” Gingerich said.
They were also able to 

subsidize 10 more campers 
this year than last, helping 
to create an opportunity 
for kids who might not oth-
erwise be able to afford to 
go to camp.

“This region is a very 
unique space, in that it val-
ues community, and it val-
ues peace work. It’s a hub 
for peace work, and peace 
innovation and social in-
novation. And so I think 
when we give kids the op-
portunity to learn about 
peace building and conflict 
resolution and social jus-
tice, those kinds of things 
they resonate with people. 
I think there’s a great deal 
of traction in not only great 
programs like this, but 
other organizations in the 
community that are al-
ready out there doing great 
work,” Gingerich said.

The cost is $190 per child 
and includes lunch. The 
camp runs August 10-14, 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. each 
day. It’s open to children 
ages 11 to 14. There is still 
time to sign up at www.
uwaterloo.ca/grebel/camp-
ers/peace-camp.

“I want kids to feel like 
I can make friends with 
people of different back-
grounds, different cultures, 
or different races and that 
can be a very positive 
thing,” Gingerich said. “Or 
I want kids to feel like after 
hearing from Food Not 
Waste, that if I have extra 
food in my fridge at the 
end of the week, I can go 
and donate it.”

Lots of activities for kids ... and 
a different     worldview

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DONNA GINGRICH

RECIPE
NOTES

20 Oriole Parkway E., 
Elmira, ON

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084
info@leroysautocare.net

www.leroysautocare.net

Tip of the Week:
Have you recently purchased or are considering 
purchasing a new vehicle? Did you know that Leroy’s 
Auto Care Inc. is qualified to be your new vehicle 
warranty manager? Often new vehicle purchasers are 
unsure of their rights as to where they can have their 
vehicle serviced, but conveniently, we can look after 
everything for you! Talk to one of the service advisors 
today about how we can help you get the most out of 
your manufacturer’s warranty. – Ken Neary

Peace Camp offers a week of social justice oriented activities for youth next week, including learning about food waste and homelessness, 
notes coordinator Katie Gingerich. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

AUGUST 7

HOT HAMBURGER SANDWICHES, MASHED potatoes, 
vegetables and gravy. Elmira Legion, serving at 6 
p.m.; $8/person.

AUGUST 9

SUNDAY NIGHT CONCERT 7-9 p.m., Gore Park, Elmira. 
Featuring: Burie Family. Bring your own lawn chairs. 
Free.

AUGUST 11 

BINGO UPSTAIRS AT THE St. Clements Community 
Centre, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the Paradise & District 
Lions Club. Wheelchair accessible. For more 
information contact Joe Brick at 519-699-4022.

AUGUST 13

SUMMER CONCERT AT CASTLE Kilbride, 60 Snyder’s 
Road, Baden; 7-8 p.m. Trent Severn. Admission by 
donation. 

AUGUST 16

SUNDAY NIGHT CONCERT 7-9 p.m., Gore Park, Elmira. 
Featuring: Gerald Davidson & the Country Versatiles. 
Bring your own lawn chairs. Free.

AUGUST 18

BINGO UPSTAIRS AT THE St. Clements Community 
Centre, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the Paradise & District 
Lions Club. Wheelchair accessible. For more 
information contact Joe Brick at 519-699-4022.

AUGUST 20

SUMMER CONCERT AT CASTLE Kilbride, 60 Snyder’s Road, 
Baden. 7 - 8 p.m. 300 Degrees. Admission by donation. 

AUGUST 23

SUNDAY NIGHT CONCERT 7-9 p.m., Gore Park, Elmira. 
Featuring: Doug Dietrich & Sunrise. Bring your own 
lawn chairs. Free.

AUGUST 25

BINGO UPSTAIRS AT THE St. Clements Community 
Centre, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the Paradise & District 
Lions Club. Wheelchair accessible. For more 
information contact Joe Brick at 519-699-4022.

AUGUST 30

SUNDAY NIGHT CONCERT 7-9 p.m., Gore Park, Elmira. 
Featuring: Dickie Dugal & U-Turn. Bring your own 
lawn chairs. Free.

SEPTEMBER 9

19TH ANNUAL J.M. KROPF Fall Classic for Cystic Fibrosis 
at Guelph Lakes Golf & Country Club, 7879 Wellington 
Road 124, Guelph. Registration 10 a.m., shot gun start 11 
a.m. A fun, friendly golf tournament to raise money for 
Cystic Fibrosis. For more information call 519-843-4852.

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open at 
11:30 a.m.). Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville Rd. 
St. Jacobs. Cost: $11. Community Care Concepts invites 
you to join us for a hot noonday meal, fellowship and 
entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for more info.

SEPTEMBER 10

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon. Breslau Community 
Centre, 100 Andover Rd. Breslau. Cost: $6. Join us for a 
noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call Community 
Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-
1900 for more information.

SEPTEMBER 13

THE WALK TO REMEMBER and Butterfly Release, 
1-3 p.m. in the Dedication Centre at Williamsburg 
Cemetery, 1541 Fischer-Hallman Rd., Kitchener, 
to release a butterfly in memory of your loved 
ones.’ Following the release, participate in the 
Walk to Remember, where memorial signs will be 
placed along the path. For more information and 
to purchase your butterfly or memorial sign visit 
www.bfomidwest.org, call the office at 519-603-
0196 or email events@bfomidwest.org. Presented 
by Bereaved Families of Ontario Midwestern Region.

 SEPTEMBER 16

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open at 11:30 
a.m.). NOTE LOCATION CHANGE: Wellesley Mennonite 
Church, 157 David St., Wellesley. Cost $6. Join us for a 
noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call Community 
Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-
1900 for more information.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:30 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Summer
Worship 

10:00am

www.elmiracommunity.org
18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Sunday, August 9th

“Standing Courageously for the Truth”

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
10am

Summer Worship
Service

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, Aug 9, 2015

Speaker: Dr. Mark Boughan
Emmanuel Bible College

10:00 AM

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

A Journey 
Through Time

Sun., Aug. 9th

11:00 am

Speaker: Steve Sanchez

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Speaker: 
Jamie Koch,

Lay Preaching Team

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

elmiraemmanuel.com 

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 9:30am  

519.669.5030 

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.
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ACROSS
1. Dwelling
5. Genus of flax
10. Rope fiber used in 
caulking
14. Exist
15. “I ___ you one”
17. Angel
19. Singer Turner
20. Churchyard tree in 
“Romeo and Juliet”
22. Armageddon
24. You and I
25. PM preceder
26. ___ bit
27. Marienbad, for one
28. Cost of living?
30. 30-day mo.
32. Conversation starter
33. Bungle, with “up”
35. Bust, so to speak
37. Biblical birthright 
seller
39. “Life __ We Know It”
40. Zoologist Fossey
41. Hard throw, in 
baseball

43. ‘Monopoly’ square
44. Well-tossed horse-
shoe
46. Sacred
47. That man
48. Private eye, for short
49. “Cogito, ___ sum”
51. Prepare
52. Word before large
53. “Not to mention ...”
54. Scandinavian rug
55. Stopper
56. Astir
57. Any thing
58. Drop down?
59. Insignificant
60. Plastic explosive
61. Spiral motions
62. “It’s no ___!”
63. “___ alive!”
65. M.I.T. part: Abbr.
66. 007’s doctor foe
67. Bank claim
69. European language
70. No longer working: 
Abbr.

DOWN
1. Really bad
2. Tried to contact
3. Coif
4. The America’s Cup 
trophy, e.g.
6. Part of the verb “to be”
7. “What’s ___?”
8. Nitrogenous waste
9. Mom
10. Electrical unit
11. Apteryx australis
12. Arthur Godfrey played 
it
13. Old-fashioned rewards
16. Liveliness
18. Bombay-based 
religion
21. Functioned as
23. Chain letters?
29. Close
31. Puzzle
32. Bigger than big
34. Eerie
36. ___-eyed
38. Associate in Nursing

39. Like some socks
42. ___ Grove Village, Ill.
45. Diamond flaw?
46. Sticky wicket
50. Feed bag contents
51. Girl from uncle?
52. “Tarzan” extra
53. Absorbed, as a loss
55. PC “brain”
56. ‘People’ counterpart
57. Tagged player
58. “Goodness gracious!”
64. Lit
65. Do-nothing
68. Burn up

Cut the shortening into 
the flour with your hands or 
a pastry blender, leaving pea 
sized lumps of shortening. 
This will create air pockets 
and make the biscuits fluffy.

Snip the chives with scis-
sors – much easier than 
with a knife.

Add chives and cheese to 
flour mixture.

In a small bowl, mix egg 
and milk.

Add egg and milk to flour 
mixture, stir until all is 
moistened.

Turn onto a floured surface 
and knead 20 times. Add 
only enough flour to keep it 
from sticking to everything.

Roll to 1” thickness, cut 

Cheese & Chive 
Biscuits
2 cups all purpose flour
4 tsp. baking powder
1 Tbsp. sugar
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 cup shortening
1/4 cup snipped chives
1-1/4 cups shredded old ched-
dar cheese
1 egg
2/3 cup milk

Generously grease a bak-
ing sheet. Set aside.

In a bowl, combine flour, 
baking powder, sugar and salt.

CHEF’S TABLE: Best served hot out of the oven
with a biscuit cutter.

Place on greased baking 
sheet and brush tops with 
additional milk for a nice 
golden colour.

Additional cheese and 
chives can be put on top for 
garnish.

Bake in a very hot oven 
– 450º – for 8-12 minutes 
(depending on the size) 
until centres appear baked 
and biscuits are starting to 
brown.

Serve immediately!
Makes 8-10 biscuits.
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The popcorn hopping around in the microwave has some familiar elements

Q. Why do we gesture as 
we talk?
A. Gestures not only help 
us transmit our thoughts to 
others but they help us for-
mulate those thoughts, says 
psychologist David McNeill 
as reported by Arika Okrent 
in “Mental Floss” magazine. 
So profound are gestures 
that people use them even 
if they’ve never seen them 
before: people who have been 
blind since birth do gestur-
ing. And people gesture to 
someone on the phone even 
though the other person 
can’t see them do so. “When 
speech is disrupted–by 
stuttering for example–so is 

gesturing,” Okrent adds.
When there’s a mismatch 

between gestures and speech, 
it can be a valuable tipoff 
as to the underlying mental 
processes. For example, as 
psychologist Susan Goldin-
Meadow discovered in her 
research, when children until 
about age 7 are given a tall 
glass and a shorter, wider 
one with the same amount 
of water, they think that the 
shorter glass contains less 
water. “When asked to ex-
plain their reasoning, some 
children will say, ‘This one is 
shorter,’ while gesturing that 
the glass is wider..., showing 
they subconsciously grasp 
that both dimensions are 
important. Teachers who can 
spot these mismatches can 
tell when a student is ready to 
understand the relationship 
between height, width and 

volume.”
Q. When the United 
States Postal Service 
(USPS) issued its new 
“Brontosaurus” stamp in 
1989, it came under criti-
cism from the Smithson-
ian Institute and others. 
What was the issue?

A. The Institute accused the 
USPS of favoring “cartoon 
nomenclature to scientific 
nomenclature” in rejecting 
the correct name “Apatosau-
rus” (deceptive lizard)–dating 
back to the 1970s–for “Bron-
tosaurus” (thunder lizard), 
says Michael Balter in “Sci-
ence” magazine. Recently, 
paleontologist Emanuel 
Tschopp weighed in on the 
matter with his “dinosaur-
sized study,” the most com-
prehensive one to date of the 
family tree Diplodocidae, to 
which both of these mon-

strous beasts belong. In ex-
amining 80 skeletons and 477 
skeletal features, Tschopp 
found that “USPS got it 
right”: these plant-eating 
dinos with their distinctive 
long necks and tails differed 
from Apatosaurus “in at least 
a dozen key characters across 
the skeleton” and possessed 
some features that Apatosau-
rus lacked. His conclusion: 
These differences are enough 
for Brontosaurus to have its 
own name.

As paleobiologist Philip 
Mannion sums it up: “Bron-
tosaurus has a prominent 
place in the public imagina-
tion. It can only be a good 
thing that it is back with us... 
It shows that science devel-
ops through time and that 
it’s possible to change our 
minds, even about long-held 
views.”

Q. What does a popping 
popcorn kernel have in 
common with a jumping 
human?
A. Welcome to “popcorn 
physics 101”: Seventeen 
billion quarts of this classic 
movie snack are cooked up 
every year in the U.S. alone, 
with some 96% of the kernels 
popping at 356 degrees F, says 
Rachel Nuwer in “Scientific 
American” magazine. The 
basic journey of hard kernel 
to fluffy treat is straightfor-
ward: Heat causes the water 
inside the kernel’s starchy 
interior to boil and thus 
burst through the shell. Yet 
researchers have discovered a 
colorful new detail: the starch 
first forms a leglike append-
age, then on contact with the 
pan or bag, it compresses like 
a spring and vaults upward 
into a somersault. “It’s quite 

similar to when we humans 
jump because we also com-
press our muscles and release 
them,” reported aeronautical 
engineer Emmanuel Virot.

Another finding: The 
characteristic “pop” does 
not come from the kernel 
cracking open, since super-
sensitive microphones 
register the sound typically 
occurring about 100 mil-
liseconds afterward. Perhaps 
the noise instead comes from 
pockets of heated water va-
por within bursting through 
their starchy cages. Says 
Nuwer, “These delicious re-
sults could help clarify tough 
physics ideas for students.”

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Donna is the author of A Taste of 
Nostalgia Cookbook, available by 
calling 519-638-5791 or email donna.
atasteofnostalgia@gmail.com.

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 11AM-5PM

3 DAYS 
ONLY!

BLOWOUT!!

$67
12x9

 $97
12x15

 $77
12x12

CARPET REMNANTS

REMNANTS
IN STOCK

NEW PRODUCT!!
STAIR TREADS

IN STOCK

HOT DEAL!!

AREA RUGS!

$97
7x10

$37
4x6

$127
8x11

$57
5x8

$2487

36” WIDE
SOLID 

RED OAK

         EACH

$3997

42” OR 49”
OPENS LEFT 

OR RIGHT

         EACH

BLOWOUT
DOOR HANDLES
IN STOCK

$297
         EACH

*products may not be exactly as shown. limited supply

FROM

TILE TILE

 67¢
      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

PORCELAIN 
TILE

16” X 16”

 97¢
      PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

PORCELAIN
TILE

12” X 24”

HARDWOOD HARDWOOD

VINYL VINYL

$397
      PER SQ FT

REG 9.99

HANDSCRAPED
HICKORY

$199
      PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

SOLID
HARDWOOD

3/4” THICK! 3/4” THICK! 

$137
      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

LUXURY 
VINYL 

PLANKS

$197
      PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

CLICK VINYL 
LUXURY 
PLANKS

WOW! 5MM
THICK!

2 NEW 
COLOURS!

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

FIRST COME
FIRST SERVED!

FIRST COME
FIRST SERVED!

LAMINATE LAMINATE

 77¢
      PER SQ FT

REG 1.47

25YR WARRANTY

 97¢
      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

12.3MM CLICK
LAMINATE

HOT BUY!

IN STOCK IN STOCK

MADE IN 
SWITZERLAND

CARPET CARPET

 97¢
      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99

BERBER OR 
FRIEZE

FREE UNDERPAD!

$127
      PER SQ FT

REG 3.99

HEAVY 
PLUSH

FREE UNDERPAD!

IN STOCK IN STOCK

MADE IN 
CANADA!

SUMMER
BLOW-OUT!

SAT AUG 8 9-6 SUN AUG 9 11-5
EXTENDED HOURS MON AUG 10 9-9 

HOURS:
Mon.-Wed.

M
ay

 n
ot

 b
e 

ex
ac

tly
 a

s 
sh

ow
n.

 W
hi

le
 q

ua
nt

iti
es

 la
st

.

9:30-5:30
Thur.-Fri.
9:30-7:00
Saturday
9:30-5:30www.elmiragiftoutlet.com

1 Union St., Elmira1 Union St., Elmira

%
519.669.3072519.669.3072

Summer
sale

50%
OFF

SELECT
MARKED
ITEMS

Includes: Gazing Balls, Bird Baths
Summer Flags, Garden Decor & More

Professional advice and assurance help make HUGS program valuable to young families, 
says coordinator Heidi Wagner. [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

ment, car seat installation 
and meal planning.

And while many moms 
and dads look to the In-
ternet these days for the 
basics of childcare – or 
turn to their own moms 
and dads – Wagner says 
participants find it helpful 
to share tips and strategies 
face-to-face with neigh-
bours and health care pro-
fessionals who have seen it 
all in the field.

“Often young mothers 
have their mothers tell-
ing them something, and 
their mother-in-laws tell-
ing them something and 
their neighbours saying 
something and the woman 
down the street who knows 
everything, so I think it’s 
often good to have what the 
pediatric nurse is telling 
me I should be doing, to 
cut through the noise and 
to help ease anxiety.”

Over the years, Wagner 
says that while the issues 
young parents face have 
remained largely the same, 
there have been some ma-
jor shifts in the typical fam-
ily structure.

Stay-at-home moms are 
no longer the norm, she 
says, and women tend to 
have babies a little older 
than in the past. 

But with an influx of 

young families into the 
township, and certainly 
many more on the way 
in the new subdivisions, 
demand for community 
groups for parents is bound 
to rise, Wagner said.

And with an expanded 
roster of services, the 
HUGS program is ready 
and eager to help.

The Healthy Under-
standing Growth and Shar-
ing Program runs on the 
second and fourth Thurs-
days of the month at the 

Breslau Community Cen-
tre, 100 Andover Dr., Bre-
slau; the second and fourth 
Fridays at the Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 
10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs; 
and the third Thursday at 
the First St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, 3620 Nafziger Rd., 
Wellesley. The Wellesley 
and Breslau programs re-
sume after a summer break 
in September. For more 
information, contact Heidi 
Wagner at 519-664-3794. 
ext. 237. 

HUGS: Even in a digital age, personal touch helps 
FROM | 2


