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Merry Christmas from my family to yours!

SOME DRIVERS DREAM OF A WHITE CHRISTMAS MORE THAN OTHERS.

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM

 $21,921 *

 $248 LEASE PAYMENT 
FOR 24 MONTHS *

$2,800 DOWN | 0.9% LEASE RATE
MODELS EQUIPPED 
WITH EYESIGHT®

‡

LEASE INCLUDES 
 HOLIDAY BONUS CASH OF $500 *

*MSRP of $19,995 on 2016 Impreza 4-dr MT (GF120). Lease rate of (0.9%) for (24) months. Monthly payment is ($248) with ($2,800) down payment. Option to purchase at end of lease is ($13,258) with ($3,433) due on signing. Advertised 
pricing consists of MSRP plus charges for Freight/PDI ($1,595on 2016 Impreza), Air Conditioning Charge ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($27.15), OMVIC Fee ($5), Dealer Admin ($199). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, 
license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown: 2016Impreza 4-dr Limited Tech-Pkg AT with an MSRP of 29,495 (GF2LPE). Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade.  Offers applicable 
on approved credit at participating dealers only. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km per year, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and 
finance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Offers available until January 3rd, 2016.*See your 
local Subaru dealer for complete program details.‡Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. 

26 Manitou Drive, Kitchener
Tel: (519) 894-2050
www.geminimotors.com

A BUSY TIME FOR ST. NICK INCLUDES A STOP IN ST. JACOBS

Emily and Sophia Metzger visited with the jolly man himself at the annual Breakfast with Santa at Calvary United Church in St. Jacobs on Dec. 12. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

KITCHENER-CONESTOGA MP HAR-
OLD ALBRECHT isn’t going to let the 
federal government forget about the 
promises they made on the campaign 
trail to increase train service between 
Toronto and Kitchener-Waterloo. He 
recently penned a letter to all MPs 
across Canada, the minister of infra-
structure and the minister of transport 
reminding them to make GO Transit 
funding part of the federal budget de-
liberations.

“I am simply pointing out to my 
federal counterparts that the commit-
ment that was made in the election has 
to be followed through and the best 
time to do that is prior to the budget 
being implemented. I am just giving 
them a heads up,” he said. “This is my 
job, I think, as the member of parlia-
ment for the area, and I want to keep 
them accountable to their promises.”

His provincial counterpart, MPP 
Michael Harris, points out recent fare 
hikes – about $1.20 for Kitchener-
Waterloo riders – isn’t justified when 
the campaign promises, on both a fed-
eral and provincial level, aren’t being 
implemented. 

“A dollar and 20 cents isn’t life-
ending, but we keep hearing these an-
nouncements that [increased service] 
is coming, when the only thing that is 

Albrecht, Harris 
keep pushing to 
improve GO 
Transit service 
to the region

LIZ BEVAN

GO TRAIN | 5

Region preparing 
for Sawmill Road 
improvements
Stretch of roadway in Bloomingdale to be 
reconstructed in 2017 at a cost of $1.9 million

WHITNEY NEILSON

BLOOMINGDALE RESI-
DENTS CAN EXPECT to see 
some changes to Sawmill 
Road come 2017, as region-
al council has approved 
numerous improvements 
to the roadway.

The reconstruction 
project includes side-
walks, bike lanes, lighting, 
pavement reconstruc-
tion, left turn lanes from 

southbound Sawmill to St. 
Charles Street West and 
from St. Charles Street to 
Sawmill and traffic signals 
at the St. Charles Street 
intersection.

Jason Lane, senior proj-
ect manager at the Region 
of Waterloo, says the proj-
ect was originally in the 
transportation and capital 
program to add formal-
ized bike lanes, sidewalks 

SAWMILL | 2
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www.elmiragiftoutlet.com
519.669.3072

1 Union St.,
Elmira

May not be exactly as shown. While quantities last.

HOURS:
Mon.-Wed.
9:30-5:30
Thur.-Fri.
9:30-7:00
Saturday
9:30-5:30
Sunday
Nov 22-Dec 20
12:00-4:00

SALE STARTS December 19th

50%%
OFF

REG. PRICE CHRISTMAS ITEMS

SALE

ChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmas

SALE

ChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmasChristmas
items

Dec. 20 12:00 – 4:00
Dec. 21-23 9:30 – 5:30
Dec. 24 9:30 – 3:00
Dec. 25-27 Closed
Dec. 28-30 9:30 – 5:30
Dec. 31 9:30 – 3:00
Jan. 1/16 Closed
Jan. 2 9:30 – 5:30
Jan. 4 Closed for inventory
Jan. 5  Back to regular hours

HOLIDAY HOURS

FREEPublic
Skating
in Wellesley Township

Bring the FAMILY
    for some good
Ol’ Fashioned

FUN!

Wellesley Arena
1004 Catherine Street, Wellesley

St. Clements Arena
1 Green Street,  St. Clements

AT BOTH:

Ol’ Fashioned

FUN!
Dec 21-24
Dec 28-31

11am - 12pm

on both sides of the road, 
and intersection improve-
ments at St. Charles Street 
West.

“And then once we got 
into the study we updated 
the traffic and it was deter-
mined that traffic signals 
were warranted for that 
intersection. We included 
that in the recommenda-
tion as well as in talking 
to residents there was also 
some interest in expand-
ing the sidewalk on St. 
Charles as well to include 
a couple of the residential 
streets off of St. Charles to 
get at least sidewalks on 
those streets as well,” Lane 
said.

They collected traffic 
data over the course of a 
couple days to determine 
the delays and movement 
counts for various turns. 
From that they determined 
whether or not the level 
of service was met at cur-
rent standards and then 
forecasted down a number 
years away to see if the 
warrants are met based on 
today’s traffic counts.

“There has been on-
going maintenance out 
there. Why it was added 
to the capital program is 
because the pavement in 
certain areas is requiring 

more maintenance than it 
should be. They’ve added 
this section to the capital 
program to get a major 
rehab, is what they call it,” 
Lane explained.

The decision to add cy-
cling lanes came through 
Walk Cycle Waterloo 
Region and the Active 
Transportation Master 
Plan which identified that 
stretch of Sawmill Road as 
a core route for cyclists, 
even though some resi-
dents said in the Nov. 17 
report they were worried 
about adding lanes due to 
the volume and speed of 
traffic.

The cycling lanes will be 
on both sides of Sawmill 
Road between River Street 
and Snyder’s Flats, and on 
both sides of St. Charles 
Street West between Saw-
mill Road and 100 metres 
east of Sawmill Road.

“There were very few 
residents that I spoke to 
personally that weren’t 
supportive of cycling be-
cause of how it’s a well 
used route for the avid 
cyclists, as well as some of 
the weekend warriors. The 
on road cycling lanes, the 
residents were fairly sup-
portive of it. The only com-
ments that we got were 
to include wider cycling 

lanes, not so much not in-
clude them,” Lane said.

Property acquisitions 
are required from 14 prop-
erties to accommodate 
the roadwork and six util-
ity poles will need to be 
moved. An estimated 20 
trees will be removed from 
residents’ properties.

“A number of people 
had concerns about the 
impacts to their proper-
ties, given the age of some 
of the properties. Some of 
the properties are a little 
closer to the road than 
others. Those houses, they 
expressed concern that 
they’ll have a sidewalk, 
not too far off their front 
porch, as well as the loss 
of some landscape. Some 
people have fairly sub-
stantial plantings, shrubs, 
trees, and some flower 
gardens that extend right 
out to the right of way. 
That will change once the 
sidewalk’s installed, as 
well as the look and feel of 
the settlement, it’ll change 
now that it’ll have side-
walks on both sides,” he 
explained.

The construction is 
expected to take place in 
2017, as the acquisition of 
land could take well over a 
year. The projected cost of 
the project is $1.9 million.

SAWMILL: Road now needs a full overhaul
FROM | COVER
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Fast, Friendly & Professional Service

10 Church St. W., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST/OWNER

• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose 
   Monitor & Teaching 
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPER ATED
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IN THE MIDST OF all of the 
caroling, Christmas decora-
tions, gift-giving and holiday 
spirit, there are those that 
are struggling. Christmas 
doesn’t mean a happy time 
for everyone, and at Welles-
ley Mennonite Church, 
members want to acknowl-
edge those hardships with 
the Longest Night service. 

On the longest night of 
the year, Dec. 21, when the 
sun dips below the horizon 
at 4:48 p.m. and stays there 
until sunrise at 7:52 a.m. the 
next morning, pastor Kara 
Carter is inviting the commu-
nity to come and reflect on 
loss, with a focus on healing.

“For many people, Christ-
mas can be a really hard 
time, certainly for those that 
are experiencing the loss 
of a loved one. For many 
people, it is a time of deep 
loneliness,” she said. “Many 
of us are reminded, by the 
very nature of the Christ-
mas season, of those that 
are absent from our family 
circles. I am also thinking 
of those from whom we are 
separated because of vari-
ous circumstances. We are 
acutely aware of the chaos 
in our world, so we come 
together.”

IT IS LOOKING MORE like 
September weather out the 
window rather than De-
cember, and Environment 
Canada meteorologist Da-
vid Phillips says that isn’t 
going to change soon. 

The age-old question, 
“Will there be a white 
Christmas?” seems to have 
an answer this year, and 
Phillips says no.

“It doesn’t look good,” he 

It’s not beginning to look a lot like Christmas, with mild weather in the forecast
LIZ BEVAN said. “It has been an El Nino 

kind of winter so far. You 
see temperatures sitting 
at 13 C, probably a record 
warm. We have had thun-
derstorms all over southern 
Ontario. I mean, come on. 
This is the middle of De-
cember, not Labour Day.”

The warmer tempera-
tures are going to dip a bit 
this weekend, something 
Phillips says shouldn’t get 
people’s hopes up. The 
mercury is back on the rise 

just ahead of Christmas Day 
next Friday. 

“(This week) may be the 
last time where we are going 
to get double digit values 
for maybe the next three or 
four months. This may be 
it, but when you look at the 
rest of the week, we are talk-
ing about temperatures that 
are seven or eight degrees 
higher than normal,” he 
said, mentioning that there 
may be some snow falling 
from the sky this weekend, 

but it won’t amount to 
much of anything. “When 
we get a cool-off on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, we 
are talking temperatures 
like -2 C for a high – those 
are no worse than normal. 
Then we might see some 
white stuff, but you don’t 
get a white Christmas with 
flurries. Then the problem 
is, all the models point to a 
warm up next week. We see 
temperatures at 3 C, 5 C and 
if it precipitates, it is going 

to be raining. There is no 
way we are going to see a 
turnaround.”

Phillips says even if 
Mother Nature decides to 
give us a bit of extra snow 
this holiday season, there 
are other factors that will 
keep it from sticking to the 
ground. 

“The fact that the ground 
is still pretty warm, the 
rivers and lakes aren’t hot 
tubs, but they are warm, 
so any kind of cool air that 

comes in will be moder-
ated,” he said, adding that 
it isn’t just the Waterloo 
Region that is getting less 
than average buildup of 
snow. “You take places like 
Moosonee and Timmins, 
and Timmins is one of the 
snowiest places in Ontario, 
and it doesn’t even have 
any snow. If you don’t get 
winter in the north, you 
can’t get it in the south.”

Bringing some light 
to the longest night
Special winter solstice service 
at Wellesley Mennonite Church 
recognizes that the Christmas season 
isn’t a happy time for everybody

LIZ BEVAN Carter says that one of 
the first priorities of the 
Monday evening service is 
to bring the pain that can 
come with the holidays to 
the forefront, when it is 
usually pushed aside in our 
busy lives.

“That is the biggest piece, 
to realize that we are not 
alone. But also, this paradox 
of when we are attentive to 
our pain, and when we re-
ally enter into its raw and 
ragged edges, somehow, 
in the midst of that, there 
is healing that happens,” 
she shared. “We are always 
setting it aside, especially 
in our culture of busyness. 
That grief or pain, it just 
waits for us, or it comes out 
in different ways. When 
we attend to our grief and 
those places of pain in our 
lives, there is healing.”

The longest night of the 
year, or the winter solstice, 
also hold special signifi-
cance, and that is why the 
church schedules the service 
on that evening. It symboliz-
es an end to something dark, 
and a new beginning.

“For those who nighttime 
means heightened loneli-
ness and fear, it is the most 
dreaded night – the night 

SOLSTICE | 32

Lunch Crunch program has proven 
to be a popular offering from WCS

LUNCH | 32

SNOW | 5

Volunteers Nicole Vickers, Pat Keller, Sarah Norcott and Tina Reed are busy every Monday buying and doling out food for the Lunch Crunch program at Woolwich Community Services. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

ONE OF WOOLWICH COM-
MUNITY Services’ most 
popular programs will mark 
three years next month.

Started in 2013, the Lunch 
Crunch program helped 157 
children last year by provid-
ing lunches and snacks for 
school. The Lunch Crunch 
hamper follows the Canada 
Food Guide, providing fresh 
fruits and vegetables, grains, 
and meat or a meat alterna-
tive.

“What we have found 
is because of the Lunch 
Crunch program people 
don’t need the monthly 
hamper because the fresh 

WHITNEY NEILSON fruits and vegetables and 
lunch was actually their big-
gest challenge,” says WCS’s 
director of community sup-
port, Kelly Christie.

“The family outreach 
worker has often noticed 
she used the food hamper 
program as a food cupboard 
to supplement and she’s 
found that that’s dropped 
right off too with the Lunch 
Crunch program.”

Lunch Crunch has been 
sponsored by the Royal 
Bank of Canada for the past 
two years. In its inaugural 
year it was funded by United 
Steel Workers Local 13691, 
representing Trylon TSF 
and Chemtura in Elmira, 

and by Trylon.
“That’s been fabulous,” 

Christie says of the dona-
tions.

Originally it cost $3,200 to 
run, but it’s increased due  to 
more people using it and the 
price of groceries going up, 
especially for fresh produce.

“We’re quite careful in 
the sense of we always shop 
the specials, buy what’s on 
sale, but the quantity has 
certainly increased,” Chris-
tie said.

A local egg farmer do-
nates to the food bank and 
increased their donation in 
order to contribute to the 
Lunch Crunch program as 
well.

While some schools offer 
free breakfast, she notes it’s 
hard to get children out to 
breakfast programs, espe-
cially when you live rurally. If 
they have the foods to make 
at home there’s not that rush 
getting the kids out the door, 
trying to get to a breakfast 
program. Plus, providing 
food for a lunch seems to be 
the real problem, instead of 
breakfast.

“It was just a program that 
meeting people through the 
food bank, a couple times 
I had heard that the kids 
didn’t go to school that day 
because they didn’t have any 
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Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca

Hons. B.A, B.ED., R.M.T., Since 1998
Student of Nutrition, Doula

519-569-1616 • 2180 Hunsberger Road • Conestogo

Stress and Pain relief 
Headaches • Sciatic Pain 

Deep Tissue Massage
Fascial Release

Pregnancy and Labour Support 
Accepting New Patients

Daytime Appointments Available

Stress and Pain relief Stress and Pain relief Stress and Pain relief Stress and Pain relief Stress and Pain relief Stress and Pain relief 

by Stephanie Forte

Massage Therapy Massage Therapy
in Conestogo

Massage Therapy
Registered 

My Services:

Acquire Wise Counsel
Whether you’re facing a specific legal issue or 
have questions that only a lawyer can properly 
answer, I am here to help. I work hard to support 
you no matter the situation at hand.

(519) 669-1736   scottgraingerlaw.ca

Criminal Law
Real Estate
Wills & Estates
Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Acquire Wise CounselAcquire Wise CounselAcquire Wise Counsel

Serving Waterloo Region, Wellington and Perth County for Over 20 Years

SCOTT GRAINGER LAW

Lighting it up in celebration of Christmas
A must-see on the annual seniors’ tour, John Ziegler’s well-festooned Conestogo home draws more than a few visitors

WHITNEY NEILSON

FOR LOCAL SENIORS WHO 
participate in the annual 
Christmas lights tour put 
on by the Elmira Lions 
Club, John Ziegler’s Cones-
togo home is the highlight.

The house decked out 
from top to bottom, you 
can see the flashing lights 
and hear the Christmas 
music from down the 
street.

“Every year he adds 
something. You think ‘OK, 
he’s done the best he could 
last year’ and you go this 
year and you go ‘oh my God 
it’s even more.’ He always 
adds new things every 
year. He lives on a corner, 
so I told him he’s going 
to have to buy the house 
that’s for sale next door, so 
he can expand his lights 
because there’s no more 
room,” Lions Club member 
John Jongerius says with a 
laugh.

Jongerius estimates last 
week’s was the 28th year 
for the seniors’ Christmas 
outing. There were 67 peo-
ple who participated this 
year, starting at Chartwell 
Chateau Gardens for din-
ner, and largely organized 

by Vicky Rau, he notes.
“Originally we’d take 

seniors to the Stone Crock 
from the retirement homes 
in town and then we have 
a sing-along, and then 
we’d go out on a tour for 
the lights. That, of course, 
was the highlight for most 
of the people. The whole 
thing’s fun,” Jongerius 
said.

He says the club first 
started taking seniors 
out for dinner and a 
sing-along. He’s not sure 
when they incorporated 
the Christmas lights tour, 
which has become an inte-

gral part of the outing.
“It’s been something 

we’ve been doing for many 
years and it’s nice for the 
seniors. We get Kiwanis 
Transit to help. ... It’s just a 
fun thing to do. We all have 
a good time. It’s a good tra-
dition,” Jongerius said.

They drive around El-
mira looking at Christmas 
lights and then they go to 
Conestogo, making sure 
to take a trip down Golf 
Course Road. And while 
there are a lot of nice 
houses on that road, noth-
ing compares to Ziegler’s 
on Weberlyn Crescent, says 

Jongerius.
Ziegler thinks it’s been 

about 10 years his house 
has been featured in the 
tour. 

“They phone in Novem-
ber already wondering 
when they’re going to be 
up,” Ziegler says.

That might sound early, 
but not compared to when 
he starts preparing the 
decorations.

“This year I started right 
after Labour Day to put 
some of it up,” he says.

Every year it grows. The 
yard is filled with lit up 
trees, snowmen, and rein-

deer. He says every night 
there are cars stopped 
outside with people taking 
a look, even some walking 
around the yard to see the 
full effect.

It takes him weeks to as-
semble and when you take 
a look it’s easy to see why, 
with moving decorations 
and synchronized lights.

“A lot of the stuff I’ve 
made myself. I’ve had 
stuff get damaged with the 
weather and I’ve had to 
rebuild. Usually every year 
I have to do something. 
There’s maintenance with 
it too,” Ziegler says.

Since we’ve had a mild 
winter, he didn’t mind 
setting everything up. He 
didn’t even have to wear 
gloves.

Although, on Tuesday 
night he was heading home 
from work to fix some icicle 
lights that blew up onto the 
roof after the wind and rain 
we saw on Monday.

For many of us, just put-
ting a couple strands of 
lights on the roof seems 
like a big chore. So what’s 
the appeal for Ziegler?

“That’s a good question,” 
he says with a laugh. “Ev-
erybody that comes they 
enjoy it. I’ve had people 
from Georgetown and all 
over. They’ll actually come 
up to the house and rap on 
the door and thank you and 
they’re back the next year 
and telling somebody else. 
It’s just funny that way.”

He expects to see lots of 
people taking a drive round 
the block to check out the 
lights over the next week 
because he’ll be taking it 
all down between Christ-
mas and the new year, and 
enjoying a well deserved 
week off in January.

“I’ve got ideas for next 
year already,” he says.

John Ziegler’s Conestogo home has become an annual stop on the local seniors’ Christmas lights tour, and a favourite for people near and far. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

The sights and sounds of the season were on full display at the annual Wellesley Christmas Tyme Parade on Dec. 11, with decorated floats from all over the township and a visit from Saint Nick. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

SANTA ROLLS INTO WELLESLEY FOR A CHRISTMAS TYME PARADE
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POLICE BLOTTER

D E C E M B E R  9

1:50 PM | A 19-year-old 
Wellesley man was airlifted to a 
London hospital following a colli-
sion on Nafziger Road near Gerber 
Road in Wellesley Township. A 2005 
GMC van driven by a 29-year-old 

Students learn a few lessons 
while they Shop with a Cop
GRADE 6 STUDENTS FROM 
the Maryborough Public 
School once again partici-
pated in the “Shop with a 
Cop” program on Dec. 9. 
The eager shoppers arrived 
at the Drayton Foodmarket 
in Wellington County OPP 
cruisers and Mapleton Fire 
Department trucks with 
lights flashing and sirens 
blaring, police report.  

A total of $1,400 was 
donated by the Moorefield 
Optimist club as well as 
other local community 

groups.  The money was 
divided amongst 12 teams 
and the object for the stu-
dents was to see how much 
food they could purchase 
with the $100 without go-
ing over their limit. 

Officers and firefighters 
encouraged students to 
consider factors such as 
unit rate and items needed 
for the Drayton Food Bank.  
Students learned to shop, 
and budget while learn-
ing the value of the dollar 
while supporting the cause.

Guelph man was southbound on 
Nafziger Road attempting to turn 
left into a parking lot when a 1996 
Honda driven by a 20-year-old 
Wellesley Township woman 
attempted to pass the van. The 
Honda clipped the front of the 

van and lost control and crossed 
the centerline. The Honda was hit 
on the passenger side by a north-
bound Jeep driven by a 59-year-old 
Stratford man. As a result of the 
collision, the 19-year-old Wellesley 
Township man, a passenger in the 
Honda, sustained serious injuries. 
A 60-year-old Stratford woman 
who was a passenger in the Jeep 
was taken to Stratford General 
Hospital, also with serious injuries. 
Four other people involved in the 
collision suffered minor injuries. 
The investigation is ongoing and 
charges are pending. Any wit-
nesses are encouraged to contact 
Waterloo Regional Police traffic 
services at 519-650-8500, ext. 8793

D E C E M B E R  1 0

10:30 PM | Members of 
the Wellington County OPP were 
conducting R.I.D.E. spot checks 
on Wellington Road 39 near Ariss. 
Officers spoke with the male driver 
of a 2002 Jeep that entered into 
the spot check and immediately 

detected the odour of alcohol on 
his breath. The driver failed a 
subsequent breathalyzer test, 
and was transported to an OPP 
operation centre for further testing. 
The 26-year-old man was charged 
with ‘over 80 mgs’ and his driver’s 
licence was suspended for 90 days 
and the vehicle impounded for 
a period of seven days. He is to 
appear in Guelph Criminal Court on 
Jan. 12  to answer to the charge.
10:39 PM | At the same 
R.I.D.E. location, police spoke with 
the male driver of a 2015 Hyundai 
and detected the odour of alcohol 
on his breath.  A roadside screening 
device test was conducted, resulting 
in a fail.  He was arrested and trans-
ported to an OPP operation centre 
for further testing. A 51-year-old 
Cambridge man was subsequently 
charged with ‘over 80 mgs.’ His 
driver’s licence was suspended for 90 
days and his vehicle impounded for a 
period of seven days . He is to appear 
in Guelph Criminal Court on Jan. 12.

Anesthetic 
technology 
combats GHG

New patented technology developed 
in Waterloo Region will help battle 
climate change by capturing anesthetic 
gases that cause global warming.

Grand River Hospital (GRH) has 
formally activated its halogenated 
drug recovery (HDR) system, devel-
oped by Class 1 Inc. of Cambridge. The 
technology captures waste anesthetic 
gases exhaled by patients undergoing 
surgery. The gases are liquefied and 
stored for future re-processing.

GRH’s KW Campus has been the 

pilot site for Class 1’s system. Exhaled 
air from surgical patients is now 
diverted into specialized equipment 
in a mechanical room. The anesthetic 
gases are captured and stored in can-
isters rather than being released into 
the environment. The canisters are 
replaced regularly.

“Just a single 240 mL bottle of 
anesthetic gas released into the 
atmosphere is the equivalent of 1.4 
tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions. 
Our system safely captures and stores 
these gases without releasing them 
into the environment,” said Barry 
Hunt, president and CEO of Class 1 Inc.

“Our operating rooms support 7,600 
surgical cases with general anesthetic 

every year, and use 854 bottles of 
anesthetic gases. Class 1’s HDR system 
will reduce our carbon footprint 
by more than a thousand tonnes a 
year,” said Malcolm Maxwell, GRH 
president and CEO. “HDR is among 
several technologies we’re using to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions at 
GRH. Automating our building heating 
systems has reduced energy use and 
related emissions while saving funds 
that we can redirect to patient care 
services.”

Class 1 Inc. worked closely with the 
University of Waterloo’s chemical 
engineering department to develop 
the system over the past seven years. 
The company is now bringing the 

technology to market, and has instal-
lations planned in more than a dozen 
hospitals across North America.

Midsize hospitals can emit the carbon 
equivalent of up to 1,200 automobiles 
annually.

GRCA is pretty 
dam safe

The Canadian Dam Association has 
recognized the GRCA with a corporate 
award for work in the area of dam 
safety.

The award is for advancing dam 
safety, with GRCA recognized by its 
peers. The award itself says that it 
“recognizes valued contributions, 
commitment and support of 

advancement of knowledge and safe 
management of dams.” 

The GRCA has been improving its 
dam safety program over many years 
to bring it to the rigorous program that 
it is today, the agency said in a release 
this week. 

The GRCA operates 27 dams. Seven 
of these are actively used to manage 
river flows within the watershed and 
are classified as multi-purpose dams. 
These dams serve two key functions: 
controlling floods and supplying 
water to the river when there is not 
much rainfall. Other benefits include 
hydro production and recreation in the 
reservoirs that are created by the dam 
system. The GRCA’s other 20 dams are 

generally run-of-the-river dams or 
earthen embankment dams with small 
head ponds.

Brewing up 
something festive

Block Three Brewing Co. wants 
you to come out to St. Jacobs Friday 
wearing your best festive sweater for 
the launch of their Face for Radio IPA, 
a special brew to launch the end of 115 
beer-free days by local radio’s Mike 
Farwell.

Along with colourful sweaters, there 
will be beer. A dollar from every litre 
of the new IPA sold will go to cystic 
fibrosis research.

The event runs from 12:30 to 9 p.m.
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Bauman
LASER & ELECTROLYSIS HAIR REMOVAL

Award Winning
Bacon

REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb.

$5.99

Store Made Maple Smoked

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from December 21th – December 24th

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

LOCAL Fresh

Grade “A”
Geese

Grade “A”
Turkeys

Prime Rib 
Roasts
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Blackforest Hams

Smoked Bone in 
Skin on Hams

LOCAL Fresh

Fresh Tender Store Made

REG. PRICE
$2.69 /lb.

$1.99

Store Made Old Fashioned
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$13.99 /lb.

$12.99

/lb.$3.19 /lb.
$5.79
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$4.49 /lb.
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coming is fare increases for 
the folks that ride the two-
hour-plus train to Toronto 
every day,” he said. “We’ve 
seen the movie before – our 
residents waiting for that 
extra train that is never go-
ing to come. It is enough 
talk. Time for our transit 
commitments to be deliv-
ered in the region.”

Included in plans for a 
GO Transit expansion in the 
region is a park-and-ride 
station in Breslau. While 
Harris sees the plan as a 
good thing for Woolwich 
Township, there remain 
many unknowns.

“We have long heard that 
there is going to be some-
thing in Breslau in the fu-
ture. We have also heard of 
a layover station in Baden,” 
he said, adding that the 
province could just be pay-
ing lip service to residents 
to keep the hounds at bay. 
“The government prides 
itself on the fact that there 
is going to be a layover sta-
tion for the two additional 
trains, whenever they get 

here. I don’t know if that is 
a short-term solution using 
taxpayers’ money, or a long-
term solution down the 
road being built. I do know 
that Breslau could be the 
subject of a kiss-and-ride or 
a stop or something, which 
is great for Woolwich.”

Albrecht sees all-day GO 
Transit service to the area 
as providing environmen-
tal, social and economic 
benefits.

“There is no question in 
my mind that the all-day 
GO service to Kitchener is a 
great initiative. I was behind 
it. I am totally behind it,” 
he said. “ When you look at 
the traffic along the 401, the 
gridlock, the lost time and 
productivity and it isn’t just 
cars. When I think about the 
transport trucks along the 
401, there are huge lost dol-
lars there. Environmentally, 
the greenhouse gases and 
pollution we are throwing in 
the air, and then of course, 
the lost time for families. 
People are on the 401 for 
an extra hour to and from 
work – it is just lost time for 

families. When we see the 
kind of traffic that is hap-
pening because of the high 
tech industry in Kitchener-
Waterloo region, that is 
why we need two-way all 
day service. There is a lot of 
traffic coming into the area 
from the GTA.”

Harris echoed Albrecht’s 
thoughts. 

“It is not only the two 
trains that head out in the 
morning, it is also the no 
trains that come back into 
the region in the morn-
ing as well. Our high tech 
community includes those 
that are commuting from 
Toronto into the region and 
is part of the huge push,” 
he said. “There was a huge 
business case done that was 
enough to justify the invest-
ment and yet, the last time 
they made a significant 
announcement, it was in 
Barrie for GO Transit, so we 
are going to keep beating 
the drum or shaking the 
tree here, as long as I am 
around, to hold the Liberals 
to account for their election 
promise.”

GO TRAIN: Holding officials to their promises
FROM | COVER

SNOW: Many 
fine without it
FROM | 3

According to people 
he has spoken to, Phillips 
says there aren’t that many 
people who mind too much 
about the lack of shovel-
ing and car scraping that 
is usually a staple around 
this time of year – with the 
exception of winter sports 
enthusiasts and business 
owners.

“It won’t be a lot of snow 
(this week), but it will put 
people in the Christmas-y 
mood. Retailers will be hap-
py because it will get people 
out there and they will buy. 
They might buy a snow 
shovel, or some new skis for 
their grandkids,” he said. 
“For the skiers and the ski 
resorts, I feel bad for them 
because it is make or break 
between Christmas and 
New Year’s. Here, it is more 
about getting the golf clubs 
out than waxing skis.”

As for the predicted tem-
peratures for Christmas Day 
in Elmira? A balmy 6 de-
grees C, with a low of 1 C.
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HAVING BEEN GOUGED BY gasoline pushing 
$1.50 a litre, many of us are a bit more com-
placent with the recent ups-and-downs at the 
pump given that prices are still below a buck. 
Cheaper is better as we get set to hit the road – 
for destinations near or far – over the holidays.

Still, prices could be lower. And should be, according to a 
research note released this week by BMO senior economist 
Benjamin Reitzes. Based on the price of oil, gasoline should 
be less than 90 cents a litre, perhaps closer to 80.

While oil prices are dropping, we haven’t seen correspond-
ing numbers at the pump, he argues.

As is often the case, things are different in the U.S. The 
price has fallen through the $2/gallon level in parts of the 
U.S. Even with a 30 per cent premium for the weaker loonie, 
that’s less than 70 cents a litre. Canadians get hit with higher 
taxes, of course – in Ontario at a buck a litre, about 35 cents 
goes to various federal and provincial taxes, some of which 
makes its way to municipal coffers, there to be wasted as 
we’ve seen in this neck of the woods.

Speaking of government coffers, they have taken a hit 
with the lower oil prices, largely due to shutdowns in Al-
berta, where the tarsands aren’t viable at today’s lower oil 
prices. Nobody’s feeling sorry for the oil producers, but there 
are real effects on laid-off workers, as well as ripples through 
the economy – a reminder of why it was a bad idea for the 
previous government to put too many eggs in one basket.

On the upside, the industry’s loss is a gain for most of us, 
in the form of lower direct costs for fuel, but also for indi-
rectly lower prices due to falling transportation costs.

Therein, of course, lies a longstanding issue in discussions 
about how we’ve routinely been pumped by the oil indus-
try. The grief extends beyond those of us with cars – those 
heating their homes with oil have been experiencing price 
shocks in the vein of those suffered by electricity customers, 
though the Wynne government has proven to be much more 
corrupt and harmful to Ontarians than the oil conglomer-
ates, a hardly comforting reality.

But more than that, we all suffer when the price of gaso-
line skyrockets: virtually all of the goods we purchase rely on 
fuel-powered transportation, at the very least, to get them to 
the stores.

Ultimately, the cost of gas has everything to do with the 
price of bread when you go shopping. And that is just the tip 
of the proverbial iceberg. Increased fuel costs have a ripple 
effect through the economy, touching us in a variety of ways.

While oil companies argue the ups and downs (mostly ups 
these days) of gasoline prices are purely market driven, they 
offer little evidence. Hikes are, in essence, supposed to be 
revenue neutral. But experience has shown that rising prices 
correspond to increased profits for the country’s four largest 
gasoline companies,

Petro-Canada, Esso, Sunoco and Shell.
When gasoline prices go up, oil companies blame a host 

of reasons, some of them clear and others highly dubious, 
but always maintain that their margins are slim. They never 
reveal the extra profits tied to price hikes. 

At the beginning of the manufacturing chain, the price of 
crude oil – those daily reports of fluctuations the world mar-
ket, measured in U.S. dollars per barrel – does matter. Most 
of the crude oil destined for our gas tanks costs no more 
to produce  today than it did when gasoline was 30, 40, 50 
cents a litre cheaper. You don’t have to do much math to see 
how that translates into fat profits.

Prices are down, 
but we’re still 
overpaying for gas

THE CLIMATE DEAL THAT 
almost 200 countries 
agreed to in Paris on Sat-
urday was far better than 
most insiders dared to 
hope even one month ago.

The biggest emitters of 
greenhouse gases, China 
and the United States, are 
finally on board. There is 
real money on the table 
to help poor countries cut 
their emissions and cope 
with warming. They have 
even adopted a target of 
holding the warming to 
only +1.5 degrees C, instead 
of the limit of +2 degrees 
that was the goal when the 
conference opened.

So the thousands of 
delegates who spent two 
weeks dickering over the 
details of the deal in a 
draughty exhibition hall 
north of Paris felt fully 
justified in cheering and 
congratulating one another 
on a job well done. Given 
all that, it’s a pity that the 
deal won’t actually stop the 
warming.

The plus-two limit was 
always too high. It began 

Cheering and fearing the outcome of climate conference
as a scientific estimate of 
when natural feedbacks, 
triggered by the warming 
that human beings had 
caused, take over and start-
ed driving the temperature 
much, much higher. It was 
actually quite a fuzzy num-
ber: at somewhere between 
+1.75 C and +2.25 C, the 
feedbacks will kick in and 
it will be Game Over.

So +2.0 C, for political 
purposes, became the 
limit. Beyond that, govern-
ments told us, we would 
have “dangerous warming.” 
Nonsense. We are hav-
ing dangerous warming 
now – bigger storms, worse 
floods, longer droughts – 
and we are only at +1.0 C.

At plus-two or there-
abouts, what we get is 
catastrophe: runaway 
warming that can no lon-
ger be halted just by stop-
ping human emissions of 
carbon dioxide. Nature 
will take over, and we will 
be trapped on a one-way 
escalator that is taking us 
up to +3, +4, +5, even +6 
degrees. Hundreds of mil-
lions or even billions of 
people would die as large 
parts of the planet ceased 
to be habitable by human 
beings.

If you don’t want to risk 

unleashing that, then you 
don’t want to go anywhere 
near +2, so the official 
adoption by the world’s 
governments of +1.5 de-
grees as the never-exceed 
limit is a major step for-
ward. But note that they 
have only pledged “to pur-
sue efforts to limit the tem-
perature increase to 1.5C,” 
not to succeed. The hard-
and-fast promise is still not 
to go past +2 – and there 
is not even any guarantee 
that that will be achieved.

In order to avoid a de-
bacle like the one at the last 
climate summit in Copen-
hagen six years ago, no-
body even tried to put en-
forceable limits on national 
carbon dioxide emissions 
this time. Each country 
was just invited to submit 
the emission cuts that it is 
willing to make. The sum 
of all those promised cuts 
(if the promises are kept) is 
what we will get by way of 
global emission cuts in the 
next five years.

United Nations experts 
did the math, and con-
cluded that these emission 
cuts fall far short of what is 
needed. If this is all that is 
done, then we are headed 
for at least +2.7 degrees C 
– or rather, for a lot more, 

because of the feedbacks.
None of the negotiations 

at the Paris conference 
changed those numbers, 
or even tried to. So are we 
doomed to runaway warm-
ing? Not necessarily.

Most of the negotiators 
know that the cuts which 
are politically impossible 
now may become quite 
possible in five or ten years 
if the cost of renewable 
energy goes on dropping, 
if techniques like carbon 
capture and sequestration 
(CCS) become economi-
cally viable – and if people 
are sufficiently frightened 
by a climate that is getting 
wilder and less predictable 
by the year.

So there is a review pro-
cess built into the treaty. 
Every five years, starting in 
2018, there will be a “stock-
taking” exercise in which 
everybody’s progress in 
cutting their emissions will 
be reviewed, and every-
body will be encouraged 
to increase their commit-
ments and speed up their 
cuts.

Whether they will actu-
ally do that depends on 
political, economic and 
technological factors that 

DYER | 8

Facing the possibility of a mild winter, retailers find a creative way to move some of their stock.
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The future offers fewer jobs, lower wages – a good reason to watch Finland

THERE’LL BE PLENTY OF 
electronic gadgets under 
the Christmas tree, likely 
with nary a thought about 
how and where the items 
were made. The gift-giving 
frenzy that is the yuletide 
season will be fuelled by 
the swiping and tapping of 
many a credit card. 

Like so much of the 
manufacturing sector, elec-
tronics have long been off-
shored, the jobs exported 
to low-wage countries, 
principally China. Here, as 
our incomes dropped and 
costs increased, especially 
for housing, we turned to 
credit to maintain some 
vestiges of our middle-
class lifestyles.

Increasingly, good-pay-
ing jobs have disappeared, 
replaced by crappy service 
jobs. Well, in part. Fact 
is, across Canada and the 
U.S., there are fewer real 
jobs even as the popula-
tion increases. Where the 
labour hasn’t been sent 
offshore, high immigration 
levels – legal or otherwise 

– have been used to drive 
down wages and to provide 
fodder for our consumer 
society. The one financed 
by debt that has, again, 
reached record levels – 
Canadians now owe a col-
lective $1.9 trillion, up five 
per cent over the last year 
alone.

I’m aware this is some-
thing of a Christmas buzz-
kill. But, wait, it gets worse.

Increasingly, those ser-
vice jobs – crappy and even 
those that aren’t – that are 
hyped by those eager to 
hide the truth from us are 
at risk through automation. 
Machines have already 
displaced many workers, 
but even jobs in the hos-
pitality industry – wait-
ers, hotel workers, retail 
clerks – seem destined to 
be replaced in the shift to 
automation and robotics. 
A 2013 Oxford University 
study, for instance, predict-
ed that machines might be 
able to perform half of all 
U.S. jobs in the next two 
decades. 

Let’s look at the trucking 
industry, one of the larg-
est employers and a place 
where there are jobs for 
those without higher edu-
cation. According to the 

American Trucker Associa-
tion, there are 3.5 million 
professional truck drivers 
in the U.S. – it’s the most 
common job in more than 
half the states. Add to that 
another 5.2 million in jobs 
within the trucking indus-
try. On top of that, there are 
millions more in related 
jobs, from logistics right on 
through to the diners and 
motels that cater to drivers.

Now, imagine all of the 
jobs disappearing as a re-
sult of a driverless truck. 

The technology already 
exists today, just as it does 
with driverless cars, anoth-
er use of technology des-
tined to displace jobs such 
as cabbies and couriers. 
Driverless buses and trains 
will eliminate the need for 
transit workers, many of 
them an increasing burden 
on governments and tax-
payers.  

Automated transporta-
tion, from cars to airplanes, 
is safer, more efficient and 
much less costly to oper-
ate – computers don’t fall 
asleep, take bathroom 
breaks, drink on the job or 
a host of other human foi-
bles. For all those reasons, 
driverless is the future of 
transportation.

This isn’t science fiction 
anymore. It’s here, and 
the technology’s spread is 
inevitable. The same trans-
formation will migrate to 
many fields. Not just Mc-
Jobs, but into accounting, 
medicine, teaching and 
host of other jobs that now 
pay well, and are typically 
considered safe. 

Which brings me to the 
recent flurry of discussion 
about Finland.

Not often in the news, 
the tiny Scandinavian 
country is considering the 
introduction of a universal 
basic income program – a 
minimum payment to each 
citizen. The government 
plans to roll out a pilot 
project involving some of 
those currently receiving 
social benefits (the coun-
try is experiencing high 
unemployment, officially 
some 15 per cent). The 
goal would be to replace a 
sprawling bureaucracy and 
multiple programs with a 
simple payment.

It’s not alone in that re-
gard, as the Dutch city of 
Utrecht is launching a pilot 
project of its own next year. 
Likewise, voters in Swit-
zerland will vote in a refer-
endum on a basic income 

program. 
Critics here were quick 

to dismiss the Finnish ex-
periment. It’ll discourage 
people from working – the 
lazy welfare queen argu-
ment – they maintain. The 
facts don’t bear that out. 
Canada had its own experi-
ment that showed promise, 
in fact. From 1974 to 1979, 
some of the poorest resi-
dents of Dauphin, Mani-
toba were ensured a basic 
annual income, receiving 
monthly cheques with no 
strings attached, a depar-
ture from means-tested 
and targeted payouts. The 
program essentially ended 
poverty there, with many 
societal benefits. A change-
over to Conservative gov-
ernments, first provincially 
and then in Ottawa, saw 
the effort not only axed but 
buried.

Today, the information 
from that project, along 
with the attempts else-
where, are increasingly im-
portant. Automation and 
globalization are killing off 
jobs even as the population 
continues to rise.

Once upon a time, au-
tomation was a panacea 
that was to lead to a mythi-
cal leisure society – the 

machines would do the 
work, while we reaped 
the benefit of reclaimed 
time to do what we wanted 
rather than the drudgery of 
work. As we’ve seen so far, 
technology has extended 
workweeks and displaced 
people from high-paying 
to lesser jobs. There’s no 
reason to believe that will 
change as technology con-
tinues to change the way 
work is done. Which brings 
us to the idea of a basic 
income: what becomes of 
our economy when there 
are fewer and fewer jobs? 
In the short term, those 
at the top of the income 
scale, including the much-
discussed 1%ers, make out 
like bandits due to reduced 
costs. But if people don’t 
have money to spend, who 
is going to keep the con-
sumer society running? 
Without some system to 
share the fruits of the econ-
omy, things start to fall 
apart. First the economy, 
then the social order. 

Another question for 
governments now in the 
pockets of the corporate 
interests – those 1%ers 
again – who is going to pay 

Do you prefer a white Christmas or is a snow-free winter just fine?

White Christmas

 » Brianna Todd

White Christmas

 » Jada Hackbart

White Christmas

 » Justin Balic

White Christmas

 » Jazzi Kaur

White Christmas

 » Amy Nguyen 

“We are controlled by an unholy union of corrupt politicians and self-serving civil servants.” Brian McHugh | 8

KANNON | 8
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NATIONAL VIEW DYER: We may be going in the 
right direction on climate change 
FROM | 6

 » 2015 Sun Life Financial Annual Check-Up

cannot yet be calculated, 
but fear is a great incentive, 
and there is no government 
on the planet that is not 
frightened by the prospect 
of major climate change. In 
fact, most of them would 
have gone a lot further in 
Paris if they were not ner-
vous about getting too far 
ahead of public opinion at 
home.

Public opinion will even-
tually change, because 
there is going to be a very 
large amount of damage 
and suffering in the world 
as we move past +1.0 and 
head up towards +1.5. Will 
it change fast enough to 
allow governments to act 
decisively and in time? No-

body knows.
Will new green technolo-

gies simply sweep the field, 
making fossil fuels uneco-
nomic and government 
intervention unnecessary? 
Nobody knows that either, 
although many people pin 
their hopes on it.

We are not out of the 
woods yet, but we are prob-
ably heading in the right 
direction – and it would be 
right at this point to put in 
a good word for that much 
maligned organization, the 
United Nations. It is the 
only arena in which global 
negotiations like this can 
be conducted, and its skills, 
traditions and people were 
indispensable in leading 
them to a more or less suc-
cessful conclusion.

Nine in 10 Canadians will spend the same or less on the holidays 
than they did one year ago. Almost four in 10 (37%) plan to spend 
less and just one per cent said their spending will be substantially 
higher this year. Some 54% are not financially better off than they 
were a year ago; 66% say their debt level is the same or worse than 
it was at this time last year.

 » Dylan Penner, democracy campaigner with the Council of Canadians, says 
testimony by Mike Duffy that there’s a “black ops group at Conservative headquarters” 
deserves an investigation

“The 2008 robocalls in Saanich—Gulf Islands look like a pilot project 
run by Conservative Party headquarters for the large-scale election 
fraud that took place in 2011. These allegations require a full 
investigation into whether senior Conservative Party leaders were 
directly involved in election fraud in both 2008 and 2011. Voters 
have a right to know who was behind this attack on democracy, 
and to be confident that it will never happen again.”

 » From the Dec. 15, 2007 edition of The Observer

The conditions were perfect for the ice surfaces that will sit there 
one day, but perhaps not ideal for turning sod. Still, the deed was 
done as officials launched construction of the $23-million Woolwich 
Memorial Centre with a groundbreaking ceremony Wednesday 
morning. Township council members, fundraisers, user groups and 
members of the public converged on the Snyder Avenue site for the 
symbolic kickoff of a project slated to start next week. 

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

ELMIRA
INDIAN

RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

SATURDAY DEC. 19 
@ 12:30am - 3:00pm
New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets) 

WEDNESDAY DEC. 23 
@ 10:00am - 12:00 NOON

New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

20lb Box of 

Florida Seedless  
Navel Oranges 

OR Ruby Red  
Grapefruit

$35
PER BOX

www.indianriverdirect.com

Wynne’s cabal 
continues to inflict 
harm on Ontario

To the Editor,
THE PRESENT PREMIER 
OF Ontario  has moved 
far beyond total incom-
petence (editorial, Ob-
server, Dec. 10/15). She 
is approaching absolute 
tyranny.

The people of On-
tario no longer live in 
a democracy. We are 
controlled by an unholy 
union of corrupt politi-
cians and self-serving 
civil servants.

How do we break the 
stranglehold this cabal 
has on Ontario before 
they cause even more 
damage?

Signing petitions op-
posing  her ruinous poli-
cies (such as the one  the 
Canadian Federation of 
Independent Business 
is circulating objecting 

to  the introduction of an 
Ontario pension plan ) is a 
waste of time.

She considers herself 
to be a member of the 
entitled and enlightened 
nobility. She believes that 
only her opinion is the cor-
rect one and anyone who 
has a different view is a 
racist or a bigot.

Mather Byles (1706-1788) 
asked, “Which is better-
to be ruled by one tyrant 
3,000 miles away, or by 
3,000 tyrants one mile 
away?”

Where is Paul Revere  
and his horse when you 
really need him? “The 
Liberals are coming. The 
Liberals are coming.”

Perhaps a tea party 
in front of Queen’s Park 
would be a start to encour-
age the present premier of 
Ontario  to remove herself 
3,000 miles away.

BRIAN MCHUGH | ELMIRA

the taxes when the tax li-
ability makes it impossible 
to make a living wage while 
a person tries to string to-
gether a series of low-pay-
ing, temporary and casual 
opportunities to work? The 
fanciful gig economy leaves 
people impoverished and 
no cohesive tax system.

Governments don’t care 
about the average citizen, 
but they do care about their 
own entitlements, the vast 
majority of which come 
from raiding our wallets, 
not through the largesse of 
those who buy off the poli-
ticians. (For an interesting 
confirmation of that, check 
out research published last 
year by political scientists 
Martin Gilens and Benja-

KANNON: Without a new 
course, things will get worse
FROM | 7 min Page, who examined 

1,799 policy decisions by 
the U.S. Congress over a 
20-year period, and who 
influenced those deci-
sions. Their conclusion? 
“The preferences of the 
average American appear 
to have only a minuscule, 
near-zero, statistically non-
significant impact upon 
public policy.”)

Anyone who’s seen more 
than a few Christmases will 
have seen many changes 
over the decades. Connect-
ing the dots and seeing 
the downward spiral that’s 
reflected in the gifts under 
the tree, and how we pay 
for them, is another matter. 
Perhaps we should keep 
an eye on Finland for more 
than the vodka in the party 
punch.

www.observerxtra.com/write-a-letter

LETTERS
TO THE 
EDITOR:
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SPORTS
BASKETBALL / HIGH SCHOOL

EDSS basketball 
teams off to a 
stronger start
Both the junior and senior boys’ 
teams have so far posted better 
records than last season

WHITNEY NEILSON

GALEA | 10BASKETBALL | 10

OPEN
COUNTRY

Living life 
as part of 
the walking 
dead

MARK TWAIN ONCE FA-
MOUSLY said, “The reports 
of my death have been 
greatly exaggerated.”

Now, for the first time 
ever, I am able say the exact 
same thing. 

You see, on Saturday 
night, Jenn received a text-
message from a friend, who 
asked if everything was all 
right.

When Jenn asked why, 
he divulged someone just 
asked him if there was any 
truth to the rumour I had 
recently died.

Not as far as I was con-
cerned.

Jenn also knew there was 
no truth to this, but it didn’t 
help that I was slumped 
over and sound asleep at my 
computer desk when she 
walked in the room to tell 
me about it. 

I suspect the originator of 
the rumour ran into me be-
fore my first cup of coffee. 
In which case, the mix-up 
would have been complete-
ly understandable. 

Having said this, I’m also 
more than a little disap-
pointed. Call me a dreamer, 
but I expect the rumour 
mill to do a whole lot better 
than this. 

First off, there was no re-
ally interesting story accom-
panying the rumour regard-
ing exactly how I died. 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

THE EDSS BOYS’ BASKET-
BALL teams are already off 
to a better start than last 
year.

The juniors have one win 
and four losses in regular 
season play so far. Their 
win was versus Kitchener 
Collegiate Institute, who 
hadn’t lost a game this sea-
son until they faced EDSS. 
The seniors have no wins 
and five losses in regular 
season play, but two wins 
at a recent tourney.

Last year’s teams didn’t 
post a single win in the 
regular season.

“We’ve actually won two 
games on the weekend at a 
tournament in Walkerton 
and we only won one game 
all year last year, so we’re 
off to a good start,” said 
senior team coach Adam 
Taylor.

Aside from returnees 
from last year’s team, they 
have three Grade 11s, and 
three new Grade 12s who 
didn’t play last year. He 
notes the latter three are 
actually some of their best 
players.

“We have a lot more ath-
letic team this year, which 
is nice. They’re working 
really hard,” Taylor said.

Rather than a full-season 
goal, they have set goals for 
each game. He says they 
look for patterns from the 
team they’re playing and 
set a goal based on that. 
Last week versus Eastwood 
Collegiate Institute their 

goal was to hold them to 
15 points less than they 
normally score, which they 
did.

“So we try to set in game 
goals, like we’re going to 
hold the team to ‘x’ amount 
of points or we’re going to 
force ‘x’ amount of turn-
overs, and then hopefully 
that gets them motivated 
for the whole 32 minutes 
and we’re hoping that it 
facilitates into wins. But we 
just don’t want to set that 
goal because losing is kind 
of a tradition here. We’re 
trying to change that. We’re 
hoping to win at least three 
[league games] this year, 
but we haven’t told the 
team yet,” Taylor said.

Right now they’re work-
ing on their 2-3 zone de-
fense, forcing turnovers, 
and making good re-
bounds. He says their of-
fense will come, and it is as 
they’re making more shots 
each game.

“Our zone has improved. 
We’re forcing a lot more 
turnovers. I think [last 
Tuesday] we forced 13 
or 14 and held probably 
the second or third best 
team to 15 points less than 
they have averaged so far. 
We’ve seen them improve 
shooting wise, which we 
knew was going to come. 
The first game we scored 
mid-20s, the second game 
was terrible and then [last 
Tuesday] we scored almost 
40. So that’s gone up quite 

Canadian Olympic synchronized swimmer Jacqueline Simoneau performed at the Waterloo Regional Synchro Holiday Watershow in Elmira 
on Dec. 12. Simoneau will be competing in the 2016 Rio Olympics. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

FREE Community 
Family Skate!

Tuesday, December 29th, 2015
2:30 - 4:30  Woolwich Memorial Centre, Elmira

FREE
HOT CHOCOLATE!

Skate with 
players from 
the Elmira 
Sugar Kings!

Waterloo Region
Suicide Prevention

Council

Community 
BUILDING A CONNECTED, CARING COMMUNITYBUILDING A CONNECTED, CARING COMM NITYNITY

DISPLAYING     HER                           OLYMPIC FORM

SPORTS
DISPLAYING     HER                           OLYMPIC FORM
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I’m not saying I ever want 
this rumour to ever surface 
again. But if it does, I’d like 
the person starting it to add 
a few more unlikely details 
to the story.

You might say you heard 
I died while wrestling a 
grizzly bear. When pressed 
further you could tell them 
that the cause of death was 
not the bear itself but rather 
poor circulation caused by 
the wrestling tights.

If you’d prefer something 
a little more believable, 
you could always go with 
the story that I was killed 
by a charging rhino, then 
cape buffalo, then lion, 
then elephant.  After that 
you could add, “He was one 
tough SOB.”

That would have made 
for a better story, too.

Alas, the person who 
texted our friend was rea-
sonable and, in fact, quite 
responsible in that she actu-
ally went out of her way to 
confirm the rumour before 
spreading it. Thanks a lot.

I’m hoping this is why I 
was the only one who at-
tended the candlelight vigil 
outside my home on Sat-
urday night. Do you know 
how sad that is, Jenn? 

Needless to say, I am hap-
py with the situation oth-
erwise. And Jenn is clearly 
relieved, too. 

Right after we had a 
good laugh about it, she 
said something I’ll always 
remember. She hugged me, 
then looked me straight in 
the eyes and said, “Thank 
goodness this isn’t true. I 
can’t imagine what I’d do 
without you – first.”

My daughter was also 
thankful. She said, “Dad, 
this has caused me to think 
about the important things 
I keep forgetting to say to 
you. So here goes. I need 
$80 for a school trip.”

In any case, if you see me 
going about my business, do 
not be shocked that I walk 
among you ... or disappointed 
either. I’m very much alive. 
I’m still here at this computer, 
doing what I do best. And 
after I wake up from my 
nap, I write columns, too.

I intend, as we all do, to 
live a long and prosperous 
life and fill it with great 
hunting and fishing stories. 
There are so many things to 
see. There is so much left to 
do. I plan on getting it all in. 

Next week, I’m going to 
purchase myself a new pair 
of wrestling tights.

GALEA: Looking for a better story about dying
FROM | 9

Completely Custom Kitchens, Bathrooms, Work Spaces and more…

Excellent Quality, Great Value!

COME SEE OUR SHOWROOM www.pinecreekcabinets.com519-274-0300

You Dream It, We Build It!

THANK-YOU to all our 
customers for your 

support. 
We look 

forward to 
seeing you in 
the future!

Customer
Appreciation

Days
Dec 15 & 16

FREE Long Johns 
& Coffee

The book 
TRAIL OF THE 
CONESTOGA is 

back in stock!

2192 Floradale Rd., Floradale, ON. 519.669.1381

Dec. 1 - Dec. 31
Closed Mondays, Tues.-Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8-5

STORE HOURS: Dec 24, 31 - 8-4
CLOSED: Dec. 25, 26, 27, 28, Jan 1, 2, 3, 4

NEW for 

Christmas  

BOOK ENDS 

also BOOK 

HOLDERS

NEW CANISTER SETS decorated or your own design!

5% OFF
GROCERIES (excluding 
dairy, eggs, and baking) 

10% OFF
THROUGHOUT 
REST OF STORE

Toys, Books, Dishes, Cards 
Stationary, Cards, Towels 

and all clothing, mitts, 
underwear, hosiery 
(excludes all coats) 

10% OFF
All FABRIC, SEWING 

NOTIONS, SWEATER, 
QUILT BATTS, CLOCKS

15% OFF

50% OFF

COTTONS

SELECTED FABRICS

PARADISE & DISTRICT LIONS CLUB 
The Paradise & District Lions Club would like to thank 
the following businesses and individuals who generously 
contributed $50.00 or more to our 8th Annual Tree of 
Light Campaign which was another outstanding success! 
Special thanks to Exotic Wings & Pet Things, in Season Home + Garden, My Sister's Kitchen, 
Creative Hair Works, Kate's Hair Den, Styles By Lori, Norris Home Bakery, Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
Angela Ishaka and the Childrens' Choir from Arts Abound, St. Clements Arena, St. Clements 
Recreation Service Board, Heidelberg Parks and Recreation, St. Clements Library and 
St. Clements Roman Catholic Church for their continuing support. 

Custom Mechanical Enterprises 
DTI Logistics Canada 

Herrgott Industries Limited 
Lorentz Farms Limited 

George and Lynda Lorentz
Jay and Wendy Sutherland 
(Relectronic - Remech Inc.) 

BJD Water Systems Ltd. 
Douglas F. Bender 
Developments Ltd.
CMT Engineering Inc. 
Exotic Wings & Pet Things 
(Mark, Lisa and Emma Koenig) 
W. Forwell Electric Inc. 
Barb Grogan 

Bill and Mary Haffner 
Hank's Auto Wreckers 
Ted and Diane Hennebry
Donna Herrgott
K&K Liquidation and Auction Ltd.
Murray and Bev Lorentz
McArthur Mechanical Ltd. 
Murray and Marlene Miles 

St. Clements Heart & Home 
Steed and Evans Limited 
Gerard and MaryAnn Stemmler 
Stemmler Meats and Cheese 
(Heidelberg) Inc.
Jim and Judith Taziar 
Way-Mar Inc. 

Anonymous 
Auto Fleet Services Inc. 
Wendy Basse and Brenda Bender 
Belmont Appliance 
Diane Bender
Marg Blundell/Carol Weidinger/ 
Annette Kuhn
C.T. Tooling Inc. 
Creative Hair Works 
Ed Crowther 
Lisa, Brad and Emily Culbert 
Marilyn and Wayne Curry/
Susan and Bernie Linseman/
Laurine MacDermott
Firm Foundations - 
Jane Warner, Chiropodist
Margaret Forwell 

Gordie and the St. Clements 
Oldtimers Hockey 
Bill and Doris Hartman 
Keith Hehn
Heidelberg Metal Inc. 
The Olde Heidelberg 
Restaurant & Tavern
Jones Feed Mills Limited
Jackie Kuhn & Jeffrey Kuhn
Jim Kuhn and Family 
Rick and Beth Kumpf 
Anne/Patty/Janet Lienhardt 
Glen, Diane, Cory and Alex Martin
Jim and Ken Meyer 
John Pfaffinger 
Jake Redpath
Richmond Heating & Air 

Pam Ringrose 
Dave and Deb  Roeder and Family 
Murray and Sharon Runstedler 
Carl Smit 
Dolores Straus Grandchildren
Paul and JoAnne Straus 
Kathy and John Strong
John and Denise Sutherland 
Tri City Ready Mix Ltd. 
Tri Con Haid Concrete Finishing Ltd.
The Verspagen Family 
Voisin Chrysler Ltd. 
Doug and Barb Wagner 
Dr. Erin Walker, Dentist 
The Harold Walser Family 
James Allen Witmer

MAJOR BENEFACTORS 

TREE TOP STAR – OVER $50

$50 STRANDS 

a bit,” Taylor said.
The main thing they’re 

focusing on now is the way 
they communicate defen-
sively. He says they’ve been 
doing a better job of talking 
more on the court, instead 
of relying on the coaches 
for guidance.

The junior team has been 
playing similarly, posting 
their first win versus Kitch-
ener Collegiate Institute on 
Dec. 10.

Their first game of the 
season was against Grand 
River, where they lost 
73-22. Junior team coach 
Brandon Hempel says they 
were still working on their 
positioning and deciding 
which player will fit each 
role the best.

“That game was a bit of 
a learning experience for 
us, but going into our next 
game we played against 
Southwood and that game 
was a really close game. 
Our guys played really well, 
but it ended up going in 
favour of Southwood with 
a score of 57-50. That was a 
close one and definitely we 
saw a really big improve-
ment from our first game, 
so that was something we 
were really positive about,” 
Hempel said.

At home they faced East-
wood, which saw Elmira 
lose 62-33. He says they 
played alright, but ECI is 
a challenging team. Their 
game versus KCI went 
much better last week.

“The guys were playing 
fantastic offense, really 
good defense. There were 
a lot of smart passes. They 
were putting screens in 
place. They were driving to 
the net. So they were really 
playing well as a team and 
playing well individually. 
That worked out in our 

favour and we came out 
with a 46-37 win over KCI,” 
Hempel said.

The team’s primarily 
made up of Grade 9s with 
three returning Grade 10 
players. He says the coach-
es are eager to develop 
them into players who can 
return to the team next 
year. He notes ninth grader 
Evan Rees was their top 
scorer versus KCI.

They’re working on fun-
damental basketball skills 
right now, like running a 
better zone defense, and 
playing man on man.

“We’ve had a really posi-
tive outlook from the group 
of newcomers that we’ve 

got in the Grade 9 year and 
then of course it’s nice to 
have some veteran guys 
around that came back 
from last year. They bring 
experience to the team 
that the Grade 9s don’t 
necessarily have. It’s a bit 
of a team in development 
but definitely over the 
course of the season we’ve 
seen them improving to 
this point. It was great to 
see them really pull it all 
together and pick up the 
win,” Hempel said.

Both teams play Water-
loo-Oxford at home today 
(Dec. 17) at 3:15 p.m. for 
their final game before the 
new year. 

BASKETBALL: Season looks more promising
FROM | 9

Dan Howell passes the ball in the senior  team’s loss to ECI last week. The team hasn’t won a league 
game yet, but won two games in a tournament recently. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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PO Box 130, Elmira • 519-669-5171

Toll Free (In Canada 1-888-569-8843) • Fax: 1-519-669-5982
Web: www.martinmills.com   

“Proud to be part of the community.”

390 ARTHUR ST. S.,  519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE  
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)  60 First St. E., Elmira  l  519.669.1332 

www.ccc-group.com
 

Sulphur Products

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
FEN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

18 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties
Turkeys - Ducks - Geese

Ready-to-lay-pullets

CELEBRATE RESPONSIBLY

Have a 

HOLIDAY SEASON!

Have a Have a Have a Have a Have a Have a Have a 

HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!HOLIDAY SEASON!
SAFE & HAPPY Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

DESPITE DROPPING BOTH 
WEEKEND games, the El-
mira Sugar Kings are find-
ing plenty of positives in 
their game play.

They battled back from 
a three goal deficit to a one 
goal difference against 
Stratford on Friday night, 
before falling 5-2. And on 
home ice on Sunday they 
were up 3-1 over Kitchener 
in the second frame, but 
ended up losing 4-3.

They were undoubtedly 
tough losses, but proof the 
Kings can compete with 
the top two teams in the 
league.

“It was definitely a good 
test this weekend,” said 
head coach Ty Canal.

“We’ve had some tough 
games down the stretch 
here against very good 
hockey teams. I think it’s 
good for our players to see 
and you definitely have to 
take some positives out of 
it. From watching you could 
see our guys getting con-
fidence when we were be-
hind and now we’ve just got 
to find a way to make sure 
when we’re up to shut the 
door and to be able to close 
out a game for the full 60 
minutes that we need to.”

Neither Elmira or Strat-
ford could get any scoring 
done in the first period, but 
the Cullitons would domi-
nate the second, notching 
three goals to Elmira’s zero. 
Goal scorers were Jared 
Nash, and Tyson Baker (2), 
helped by Josh Miller (2), 
Hayden Broomhead, An-

WHITNEY NEILSON

Coach sees some positives as Kings drop two games
Players need to show more consistency throughout the game to get the outcome team wants, says Canal

thony Kotsovos, and Nash.
Ethan Skinner and Ty 

Biles got the Sugar Kings 
on the board in less than 
four minutes into the third, 
bringing the score to 3-2 in 
the Cullitons’ favour. Mitch 
Montgomery, Mackenzie 
MacSorley, Ryley Cribbin, 
and Ryan Walsh picked up 
the assists.

“We played some good 
hockey. There were some 
good stretches especially at 
the beginning of the third 
when our backs were up 
against the wall, I thought 
we started to skate well 
and we started to play with 
some urgency and get that 
type of game going,” Canal 
said. 

He says it would have 
been nice to see that same 
type of urgency earlier in 
the game, when they let 
Stratford get ahead of them 
in the second period.

“We had a stretch there 
that we weren’t playing the 
way that we can and that 
put us behind the eight 
ball. Luckily in the third we 
were able to get a couple 
quick goals, which got us 
right back into the game 
and for some reason when 
our backs are up against a 
wall we’re playing better 
hockey,” Canal said.

Stratford increased to a 
two-goal lead late in the 
frame with a goal from 
Justin Graham (Baker), 
and when the Kings pulled 
their goalie, Jack Scanlan 
gave Stratford the 5-2 win, 
assisted by Tristan Hohl.

On Sunday versus Kitch-
ener, it looked like the 

Kings were going to hand 
the first-place Dutchmen 
their third loss of the sea-
son. 

Elmira’s Quinten Bruce 
(Montgomery, Jake Moggy) 
scored late in the first to 
start the second frame in 
the Kings’ favour. But with-
in 37 seconds Dutchman 
Jason Willms (Owen Lane, 
Nathan Grossi) tied it up.

The Kings took the 3-1 
lead with goals from Ty 
Biles (Cribbin, Skinner) and 
Dawson Shackelton (unas-
sisted and shorthanded) 
in the second. Kitchener’s 
Lane, assisted by Curtis 

Smith, lessened the gap 
with a goal of his own.

“It all happened in the 
second period. I don’t 
know if we took the foot 
off the pedal. They’re a 
good team. If you give good 
teams opportunities to 
score or opportunities to 
take momentum and that’s 
what unfortunately we 
did in the second. We gave 
them momentum, and we 
gave them opportunities. 
When you’re a good team 
like that you’re  going to 
capitalize. It’s definitely 
unfortunate,” Canal said. 

But there was no more 

scoring for the Kings as 
Kitchener scored twice in 
the third to take the game. 
Alex Demrovsky and Con-
nor Cole picked up the 
goals, with Taite Wirschke 
(2), Adam Kawalec, and 
Nathan Grossi assisting.

“Being up 3-1 at the one 
point, we felt that was 
one that our guys after 
the game felt like we were 
hoping to capitalize on 
that and play with the lead 
for a change as well, and 
work on shutting a team 
down when we are up by a 
couple,” Canal said.

Canal says the week-

end may not have gone as 
planned, but you can tell 
the players are starting to 
become more comfortable 
playing together as a team.

“Over the course of a 
season there’s definitely 
going to be a lot of ups and 
downs. It’s just a matter of 
how you take it and how 
you can bounce back from 
both ways,” Canal said.
The Kings head to Guelph 
to face the Hurricanes to-
night (Dec. 17) at 7:30 p.m. 
and return home to the 
WMC at 2 p.m. to play the 
Cambridge Winter Hawks 
for their final game of 2015.

Mitch Montgomery jumps on a loose puck, with Zac Coulter, Ethan Skinner and Rob Kohli on his heels. The Sugar Kings lost 4-3 to the top-ranked Kitchener Dutchmen on Sunday at the 
WMC. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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VOISIN
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an 

even better 20
16! All the best

!this year. We lo
ok forward to 

an 

even better 20
16! All the best

!this year. We lo
ok forward to 

an 

even better 20
16! All the best

!this year. We lo
ok forward to 

an 

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CLOSED
December 25, 26 & 28

January 1 & 2, 2016

361 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  www.voisinchrysler.com  |  519-669-2831

THERE ARE SOME NEW, 
young faces now sitting 
on the board of Woolwich 
Youth Soccer, and they are 
ready to give back to the 
organization that has given 
them so much. 

Sydney Jones, Takuya 
Shibayama and Connor 
Goodwin, all former mem-
bers of Woolwich Youth 
Soccer (WYS) teams, have 
been appointed to the 
board for the club, volun-
teering their time for the 
young players currently 
gearing up for next sum-
mer. 

Steve Sider, the club’s 
new president, says he 
hopes to see the incom-
ing board members cre-
ate some new energy and 
“buzz” for the future.

“All three of them have 
been through the Woolwich 
system as players, they did 
really well and now they 
are giving back,” he said. 
“We want to look in new di-
rections and think of ways 
to develop our players in 
Woolwich, and these three 
represent that really well.”

Three former players join board of 
directors of Woolwich Youth Soccer
Club president says he’s eager to see what young blood will bring to the table

LIZ BEVAN The club hosts rep and 
house league teams for soc-
cer players in the township 
aged 5 to 18, and now that 
these players have aged out 
of the club, Jones says she 
wants to help on the ad-
ministrative side of things. 

“It has been a huge part 
of my life,” she said, men-
tioning that before being 
asked to be a member of 
the board, she was coach-
ing and training younger 
players. “I have always 
felt a sense of belonging 
in Woolwich and I loved 
representing them on the 
pitch. Now, I feel commit-
ted to the club and want to 
help any way I can in the 
long run.”

Shibayama was pleased 
to accept a spot on the 
board, helping direct the 
future of the young players. 
Playing soccer in Wool-
wich was a big part of his 
life when he first came to 
Canada. 

“More than the actual 
game, I love soccer for the 
camaraderie and play-
ing with friends,” he said. 
“When I moved to Canada, 
I didn’t speak much Eng-

lish, but playing soccer 
helped me make a lot of 
friends. I knew the rules in 
my native language, so it 
was relaxing to play when I 
first moved here.”

He has also taken his 
love of sports into his ev-
eryday life in university. He 
sees his spot on the board 
as complementary to his 
choice of study.

“What I am studying in 
university is focused on 
health. I have been learn-
ing how important it is 
for kids at that age to start 
getting active, especially in 
sports, in order for physical 
health to develop prop-
erly,” he said, adding that 
it was also about lending 
a hand doing something 
he loves. “I thought, why 
not get involved in my own 
community and try and 
make it a bit better. I love 
the game.”

Sider says it is impor-
tant to have younger faces 
sitting around the board 
room because it gives the 
players someone to relate 
to. The new members have 
been through the WYS 
teams and know what they 

are talking about. 
“The younger kids love 

them. They are just the 
great role models you want 
as a parent,” he said. “They 
have stepped up with reff-
ing, coaching or training 
and they get a lot of respect 
from the kids.”

Part of the new ideas for 
soccer development Sider 
wants to get in place mov-
ing forward will be starting 
this winter. Although not 
all the details have been 
ironed out, he says there 
will be development and 
training programs running 
before the regular season 
starts in May. 

“In the past, it has been 
up to coaches (to keep play-
ers playing), but this year 
we are launching a new 
program in January,” he 
said. “It is giving kids an 
opportunity to get their 
foot on the ball throughout 
the winter, get them on the 
field.”

For more information 
about the Woolwich Youth 
Soccer Club and a full list 
of board members, visit 
www.woolwichyouthsoc-
cer.com.

SENIOR GIRLS BEAT KCI

The EDSS senior girls’ volleyball team defeated Kitchener Collegiate Institute at home on 
Dec. 10 (25-17, 25-15, 25-14), while the juniors lost 3-2 (25-23, 20-25, 25-21, 18-25, 15-12) to 
their KCI counterparts. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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THE SCORE

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS 

Tyke Select
Dec. 12 vs Burlington
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Mitchell Krasovec (3)
Assists: Lucas Benham, 
Luke Wood (2)

Tyke Select
Dec. 13 vs Oakville
Home: 8  Visitor: 0
Goals: Tristan Hill (3), 
Mitchell Krasovec, Avery 
Collingwood, Spencer 
Hume, Wade McKenzie, 
Lucas Benham
Assists: Lucas Benham, 
Luke Wood, Avery 
Collingwood, Mitchell 
Krasovec, Carter Weir (2), 
Spencer Hume, Gabriel 
Reitzel, Alex Veitch, Caleb 
Paquet, Cameron Dawson, 
Mac Zettel
Shutout: Carson Waechter

Novice: MAJOR
Dec. 8 vs Halton Hills
Home: 5  Visitor: 2
Goals: Sam Ratcliffe, 
Danny Schaefer, Ethan 
Burkholder, Owen Weppler, 
Riley Dettweiler
Assists: Connor Goebel 
(2), Owen Weppler, Riley 
Dettweiler, Josh Carson, 
Sam Ratcliffe

Novice: MAJOR
Dec. 12 vs Burlington
Home: 5  Visitor: 2
Goals: Owen Weppler (2), 
Sam Ratcliffe (2), Danny 
Schaefer
Assists: Riley Dettweiler, 
Danny Schaefer, Josh Frey

Novice: MAJOR
Dec. 14 vs New Hamburg
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Sam Ratcliffe (2), 
Josh Frey, Josh Carson
Assists: Danny Schaefer, 
Mitchell Roemer, Matt 
Darrigan, Josh Carson

Novice: AE
Dec. 8 vs Halton Hills
Home: 2  Visitor: 4
Goals: Bryson Rozema, 
Carter Snider
Assists: Hayden Weber, 
Brandon Fishman

Novice: AE
Dec. 12 vs Guelph
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Evan Woods
Assists: Bryson Rozema, 
Nathan Dyck

Novice: AE
Dec. 13 vs Stoney Creek
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Hayden Weber 
(2), Carter Snider, Tyler 
Gingrich, Brandon Fishman
Assists: Declan Johnson 
(2), Jordan Maclachlan

Atom: MINOR A
Dec. 12 vs Milton
Home: 7  Visitor: 1
Goals: Brady Martin (3), 
Stuart Sinclair, Ian Leech, 
Mitchell Walker, Nathan 
Martin
Assists: Mitchell Walker, 
Ian Leech, Liam Wood, 
Brady Martin, Eric Kane

Atom: MINOR A
Dec. 13 vs New Hamburg

Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Pacey Camm, Brady 
Martin
Assists: Nathan Martin

Atom: MAJOR A
Dec. 9 vs Oakville
Home: 8  Visitor: 4
Goals: Joey Martin (4), 
Jordan Chang, Cade 
Beacom, Isaiah Reitzel, 
Ethan Martin
Assists: Keenan Martin, 
Ryan Brubacher (2), Ethan 
Bickerton, Parker Alles, 
Drew Birmingham, Denver 
Martin

Atom: MAJOR A
Dec. 12 vs Halton Hills
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Drew Birmingham, 
Cade Beacom, Isaiah 
Reitzel
Assists: Keenan Martin, 
Jordan Chang, Ethan 
Martin, Ethan Bickerton, 
Eric Hutton

Atom: MAJOR A
Dec. 13 vs Burlington
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Jordan Chang, Ryan 
Brubacher, Joe Martin, 
Drew Birmingham
Assists: Joe Martin (2)

Atom: MAJOR AE
Dec. 13 vs Flamborough
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Austin Schnarr (2), 
Riley Snider, Ben Wilkie
Assists: Nathan Lipp, 
Sammy Hacock, Joh Enns, 
Austin Schnarr, Parker 
Collingwood

Atom: MINOR AE
Dec. 12 vs Oakville
Home: 3  Visitor: 3
Goals: Tyson Roth (2), Cale 
Waechter
Assists: Daniel Kochut, 
Keegan Martin

Atom: MINOR AE
Dec. 13 vs Ancaster
Home: 6  Visitor: 1
Goals: Owen Weber (2), 
Kane Kruschat (2), Tyson 
Roth, Josh Uhrig
Assists: Josh Uhrig (2), 
Owen Weber (2), Daniel 
Kochut, Tyson Bauman, 
Tyson Roth

Atom: LL #1
Nov. 28 vs Beverley
Home: 3  Visitor: 8
Goals: Jamie Ferretti, 
Tucker Armstrong, Jack 
Rozema
Assists: Jett Renon, Brody 
Downs

Atom: LL #1
Nov. 29 vs Hespeler
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Jack Rozema, Tanner 
Armstrong, Evan McDowell
Assists: Tucker Armstrong, 
Jamie Ferretti (2), Tanner 
Armstrong

Atom: LL #1
Dec. 4 vs Ayr #2
Home: 7  Visitor: 0
Goals: Evan McDowell (2), 
Dawson Brubacher, Tanner 
Armstrong, Jack Rozema, 
Jamie Ferretti (2)
Assists: Jamie Ferretti 
(2), Tanner Armstrong, 
Hayden George, Evan 
McDowell, Jett Renon, 

Tucker Armstrong (2), 
Myles Hunter
Shutout: Hunter Brown, 
Evan Sauve

PeeWee: MAJOR AA
Dec. 12 vs Garden City
Home: 5  Visitor: 4
Goals: Owen Lee (2), 
Spencer Young, Cameron 
Leonard, Michael Hayes
Assists: AJ Mitchell, Colton 
Schmitt

PeeWee: MINOR A
Nov. 28 vs Milton
Home: 4  Visitor: 5
Goals: Adam Shapcott, 
Haylee Clemmer, AJ Shaw-
McMahon (2)
Assists: Andrew Gear, Brett 
Moser

PeeWee: MINOR A
Dec. 1 vs Halton Hills
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Carter Cousineau, 
Lucas Carson
Assists: Lucas Carson, 
Nolan Karger

PeeWee: MINOR A
Dec. 12 vs Hespeler
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Haylee Clemmer, 
Lucas Carson
Assists: Brett Moser, Zack 
Bender

PeeWee: MINOR A
Dec. 13 vs Milton
Home: 5  Visitor: 3
Goals: Haylee Clemmer, 
Lucas Carson (2), Andrew 
Gear, Nolan Karger, Lucas 
Carson
Assists: Zack Bender, 
Brett Moser, Carter Rollins, 
Haylee Clemmer, Nolan 
Bridge (2)

PeeWee: MINOR AE
Dec. 12 vs Caledon
Home: 7  Visitor: 2
Goals: Tristan Kraemer, 
Griffin Boerner, Lucas 
Radler, Sam Goebel (2), 
Will McDougall, Joshua 
Moore
Assists: Will McDougall 
(2), Mitchell Hartman 
(2), Shelby Rempel (2), 
Mitchell Brubacher, Coleton 
Benham (2)

PeeWee: MINOR AE
Dec. 13 vs Ancaster
Home: 7  Visitor: 4
Goals: Lucas Radler (3), 
Griffin Boerner (2), Shelby 
Rempel, Tristan Kraemer
Assists: Mitchell Brubacher, 
Mitchell Hartman (2), 
Griffin Boerner, Sam 
Siopiolosz, Adam Pauls, 
Joshua Moore (2), Shelby 
Rempel (2), Sam Goebel, 
Sebastian Garrett, Will 
McDougall

PeeWee: MAJOR AE
Dec. 7 vs Caledon
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Ben Fretz
PeeWee: Major AE
Dec. 13 vs Flamborough
Home: 1 Visitor: 5
Goals: Kieren Oberholzer
Assists: Andrew Weber

PeeWee: LL #1
Nov. 28 vs Ayr #2
Home: 2  Visitor: 6
Goals: Max Nitsche, Ryan 

Curtis
Assists: Daniel Kelly, Owen 
Battler

PeeWee: LL #1
Nov. 29 vs New Hamburg
Home: 7  Visitor: 3
Goals: Ethan Murr, Liam 
Moyer, Owen Battler
Assists: Liam Moyer, Turner 
Duldhardt (2), Ryan Curtis, 
Ethan Murr

PeeWee: LL #1
Dec. 5 vs Woolwich #3
Home: 3  Visitor: 5
Goals: Ethan Murr, Jackson 
Dumart, Cole Brubacher
Assists: Daniel Kelly, Liam 
Moyer (2), Weston Bradley, 
Ethan Murr

PeeWee: LL #1
Dec. 6 vs Woolwich #3
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Ryan Curtis
Assists: Daniel Kelly, Ethan 
Murr

PeeWee: LL #1
Dec. 12 vs Tavistock
Home: 1  Visitor: 7
Goals: Owen Battler
Assists: Daniel Kelly

PeeWee: LL #2
Dec. 12 vs Plattsville
Home: 9  Visitor: 0
Goals: Jon Staken (2), 
Thomas Hill-Ring (3), 
Ashton Weber, Ryan Shantz 
(2), Matt Henry
Assists: Ryan Shantz, 
Braxten Breen (2), Patrick 
Perry, Ashton Weber, Jon 
Staken (2), Matt Henry, 
Michael Wang, Emmett 
Weissenboeck, Thomas 
Hill-Ring
Shutout: Simon Bauman

PeeWee: LL #2
Dec. 13 vs Beverly
Home: 1  Visitor: 6
Goals: Braxten Breen
Assists: Jamie Reichard

PeeWee: LL #3
Dec. 12 vs Paris
Home: 7  Visitor: 2
Goals: Coleton Benham 
(2), Malcolm Sager, Gavin 
Wright, Matthew Yorke (3)
Assists: Coleton Benham, 
Andrew Buehler, Owen 
Hackert, Jonathan 
Horst, Josh Sager, Nolan 
Williamson

Bantam: MINOR A
Dec. 11 vs Caledon East
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Keaton McLaughlin, 
Jarrett Anderson, Matt 
Fleischmann, Brett Allen, 
Nathan Curtis
Assists: Payton McIsaac 
(3), Brett Allen (2), Jesse 
Martin, Matt Fleischmann, 
Jarrett Lavigne, Hunter 
Weigel, Trevor Ferretti

Bantam: MINOR A
Dec. 13 vs Burlington
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Payton McIsaac, 
Nathan Curtis, Hunter 
Weigel
Assists: Keaton McLaughlin 
(2), Jesse Martin, Jarrett 
Lavigne, Ben Witmer, Brett 
Allen

Bantam: LL #1
Dec. 9 vs Tavistock

Home: 5  Visitor: 2
Goals: Nathan Taylor (2), 
Nick Lunz (2), Sullivan Kee
Assists: Nick Lunz, Grayson 
McGirr, Turner Willoughby 
(2), Nathan Taylor, Adam 
Schill, Noah Bauman

Bantam: LL #1
Dec. 11 vs Plattsville
Home: 2  Visitor: 4
Goals: Nick Lunz, Turner 
Willoughby
Assists: Nathan Taylor, 
Nick Lunz

Bantam: LL #2
Dec. 12 vs Ayr #1
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Tyson Mifflin, Conner 
Kroetsch
Assists: Andrew Kieswetter, 
Tyson Kraemer, Dante 
Del Cul

Midget: LL#1
Dec. 4 vs Beverley #2
Home: 3  Visitor: 3
Goals: Jeff Talbot (2), Alex 
Metzger
Assists: Nick Campagnolo, 
Connor Goss, Ryan Diemert, 
Max Bender, Trent Brunkard

HOCKEY 
TOURNEYS

PeeWee: MINOR A
Regional Silver Stick Dec. 
4-6 Cobourg
Game 1 vs Nepean
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Dec. 4 vs RWC
Home: 7 Visitor: 1
Goals: Lucas Carson (3), 
Haylee Clemmer, Carter 
Rollins, Reid Burkholder, 
Corbin Schmidt
Assists: Zack Bender, Carter 
Cousineau, Lucas Carson, 
Nolan Karger (2), AJ 
Shaw-McMahon (2), Carter 
Rollins, Reid Burkholder
Dec. 5 vs Cambridge
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Adam Shapcott, 
Lucas Carson
Assists: Nolan Karger
Dec. 5 vs Cambridge
Home: 0  Visitor: 3
Dec. 5 vs Nepean
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Nolan Karger, 
Haylee Clemmer, Lucas 
Carson (2)
Assists: Adam Shapcott (2), 
Carter Cousineau

ELMIRA JR  
SUGAR KINGS

Midget: MAJOR A
Dec. 12 vs Halton Hills
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Tyler Moser, Connor 
Bauman, Jake Lewis
Assists: Aaron Weigel, Tyler 
Moser, Kelby Martin, Jordan 
Gamble (2)

Midget: MAJOR A
Dec. 13 vs Hespeler
Home: 1  Visitor: 5
Goals: Mathieu Fife
Assists: Ryan Shantz, Noah 
Zeller

HOCKEY 
TOURNEYS

Midget: MAJOR A
Canadian Cup 
Montreal Dec. 4-6
Game 1 vs Centre 

Wellington
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Keegan Saunders 
(2), Mitch Waters, Tyler 
Moser, Jordan Gamble
Assists: Aaron Weigel 
(2), Tyler Moser, Matthew 
Schouppe (2), Kelby Martin 
(2), Jayden Hipel, Ryan 
Shantz, Jake Lewis
Shutout: Connor Duench
Dec. 4 vs Goulding
Home: 5  Visitor: 3
Goals: Tyler Moser, 
Matthew Schouppe, Noah 
Zeller (2), Mitch Waters
Assists: Mitch Waters, Tyler 
Moser, Matthew Schouppe
Dec. 5 vs O’Donel
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Tyler Moser, Mitch 
Waters
Assists: Noah Zellers, Ryan 
Shantz
Dec. 6 vs O’Donel
Home: 2  Visitor: 4
Goals: Jordan Gamble, 
Matthew Schouppe
Assists: Tyler Moser, Jake 
Lewis

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: LL
Dec. 12 vs Wilmot
Home: 1  Visitor: 3
Goals: Emily Bauman
Assists: Alexa Grundy

Atom: LL
Dec. 12 vs Kitchener
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Kyla Bloch, Hailey 
Brubacher, Claire Jacklin
Assists: Emily Martin, Claire 
Jacklin, Karli Gingrich, Kyla 
Bloch

PeeWee: B
Dec. 12 vs Ayr
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Julia Doerbecker, 
Charlise Roth, Sydney 
Dettweiler, Jane 

Hinsperger, Delaney Jacklin
Assists: Delaney Jacklin (2), 
Karissa Schouppe, Delaney 
Keen, Payton Ravelle, 
Julia Doerbecker, Sydney 
Dettweiler
Shutout: Bethany 
Hebbourn

PeeWee: B
Dec. 13 vs Mississauga
Home: 6  Visitor: 0
Goals: Delaney Jacklin, Ella 
Campbell (2), Maddy Goss, 
Delaney Keen, Sydney 
Dettweiler
Assists: Julia Doerbecker 
(2), Jane Hinsperger (2), 
Jocelyn Pickard, Karissa 
Schouppe, Ella Campbell
Shutout: Mackenzie Koenig
Bantam: LL 7135
Dec. 12 vs Wilmot
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Morgan Hanley, 
Zoe Peev
Assists: Liette Fife

WATERLOO 
WOLVES

Atom: MAJOR AA
Dec. 5 vs Woodstock
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Liam Witmer, 
Brandon Kong
Assists: Dimitri 

Eleftheriadis, Nolan 
Romhild

Atom: MAJOR AA
Dec. 6 vs Burlington
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Nolan Ressor, Liam 
Witner, Josh Dierickse
Assists: Zach Arnold (2), 
Dimitri Eleftheriadis, 
Damon Radley, Carson 
Bernhardt

HOCKEY 
TOURNEYS

Atom: MAJOR AA
Rochester Invitational
Rochester Dec. 11-13
Game 1 vs Amherst
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Josh Dierickse, 
Brandon Kong, Caleb 
Hunter
Assists: Damen Radley 
(2), Nolan Ressor, Carson 
Bernhardt, Zach Arnold
Dec. 11 vs Connecticut
Home: 8  Visitor: 0
Goals: Brandon Kong 
(3), Dimitri Eleftheriadis, 
Carson Bernhardt, Josh 
Dierickse, Jackson Heron
Assists: Brandon Kong (2), 
Damon Radley (2), Liam 
Witmer, Nolan Ressor, Tyler 
O’Hearn, Carson Bernhardt, 
Caleb Hunter

Shutout: Kyle Pereira
Dec. 12 vs Rochester
Home: 6  Visitor: 0
Goals: Liam Witmer (2), 
Josh Dierickse, Brandon 
Kong, Tyler O’Hearn, Dimitri 
Eleftheriadis
Assists: Nolan Ressor, Josh 
Dierickse, Nolan Romhild, 
Aaron Jain, Carson 
Bernhardt, Galin Moir
Shutout: Mitch Simmons
Dec. 12 vs Ottawa
Home: 1  Visitor: 3
Goals: Jackson Heron
Dec. 13 vs Amherst
Home: 6  Visitor: 0
Goals: Aaron Jain (2), 
Dimitri Eleftheriadis, 
Brandon Kong, Nolan 
Reesor, Carson Bernhardt
Assists: Dimitri 
Eleftheriadis (2), Caleb 
Hunter, Damon Radley, 
Brandon Kong, Josh 
Dierickse, Liam Witmer
Shutout: Mitch Simmons
Dec. 13 vs Ottawa
Home: 5  Visitor: 2
Goals: Tyler O’Hearn (2), 
Caleb Hunter, Dimitri 
Eleftheriadis, Jackson 
Heron
Assists: Nolan Romhild, 
Caleb Hunter, Carson 
Bernhardt

LADY LANCERS CONTINUE TO SHINE

The EDSS girls’ hockey team continued their winning streak on Monday, beating Southwood 5-0. This marked their 40th 
straight win in regular-season play. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Wishing you and your 
family  a Magical 
Christmas and a 

Wonderful New Year.

Wishing you and your Wishing you and your Wishing you and your 
family  a Magical family  a Magical family  a Magical 
Christmas and a Christmas and a Christmas and a 

Wonderful New Year.Wonderful New Year.Wonderful New Year.

Wishing you and your 
family  a Magical 
Christmas and a 

Wonderful New Year.
We thank you for a 

successful 2015. We 
are privileged to be 
entrusted with your 

dental care. 
See you in 2016!

A WIN AND A loss over 
the weekend bought the 
Wellesley Applejacks no 
closer to their goal of a .500 
record by the end of De-
cember. 

With a record of 12-13-
1, they sit in fifth place, 
just four points (two wins) 
behind Tavistock, with a 
game in hand.

In Ayr last Thursday, 
the Jacks lost 6-2 to the 
second-place team. They 
skated to a win on Sunday 
though, beating Paris 6-4. 

“Actually the game in 
Ayr I thought we had a re-
ally good first period,” said 
head coach Brad Gerber. 
“We were leading 1-0 after 
the first. They’re obvi-
ously a very good team in 
our league and we played 
exactly how we wanted to, 
as far as taking care of our 
end and getting pucks in 
deep. We were rewarded. 
That was good.”

With less than 30 sec-
onds left in the first versus 
Ayr, Wellesley’s Braidon 
Kerbs scored a power play 
marker, assisted by Brady 
Gerber and Spencer Brick, 
to give the Jacks the lead.

But the Centennials 

Jacks split a pair of games in quest for .500 record
After falling 6-2 to the Centennials on the road in Ayr, Wellesley enjoys home ice in 6-4 win over the Paris Mounties

WHITNEY NEILSON pulled up their socks in the 
second, putting away three 
goals by the end of 20 min-
utes. Cash Seraphim (2), 
and Jake Whibbs scored, 
with help from Zachary 
Masters (2), Mitch Klie (2), 
Riley Clipper, and Brendan 
Schaefer.

“Ayr picked it up a notch 
and they’re a good team. 
Against teams like that you 
make a mistake and they’re 
going to score on you and 
that’s what happened,” 
Gerber said.

They kept the scoring 
going in the third, tally-
ing two more goals from 
Whibbs (Logan Beechey) 
and Schaefer.

Cal Jefferies scored on 
a power play, assisted by 
Alex Uttley and Jackson 
Keller to lessen the gap 5-2. 
But Seraphim earned a hat 
trick, scoring for the third 
time that game to end it 6-2 
for Ayr.

Gerber says it was still a 
good effort for the Jacks, 
and it’s difficult for a young 
team to face one with so 
many veterans. 

“It’s stuff that we can 
correct, just turning the 
puck over and not getting 
the puck in deep when we 
should and little things like 

that. We’re not really con-
cerned about it,” Gerber 
said.

The Jacks found more 
success on home ice on 
Sunday versus the Mount-
ies. The first period was a 
true back and forth. Welles-
ley’s Nick Mercier earned 
a power play marker, as-
sisted by Jake Wilkinson 
and Keller. Less than two 
minutes later Paris’ Brett 
Wilson got his own power 
play goal, assisted by 
Patrick Snell and Keegan 
Alvestad. 

Fast forward 20 seconds 
and the Jacks were in the 
lead again with an unas-
sisted goal from Keller. Not 
to be outdone, the Mount-
ies picked up their second 
goal 22 seconds later when 
Austin Sine (Griffin Heit-
shu) scored.

“It was a good period. I 
thought both teams worked 
pretty hard. I thought we 
played well enough that we 
should have been ahead 
after the first. I thought 
we carried the play. We 
were pleased with the way 
they were playing, but not 
happy that it was only 2-2,” 
Gerber said.

Wellesley added two 
quick goals in the second 

within the first three min-
utes and held the Mounties 
off for the rest of the period  
to keep their lead. Sean 
McEwan and Nicholas 
Breault earned the goals, 
with Jefferies, Breault, 
McEwan, and Nathan Sch-
lupp helping.

“In the second period, 
that has been our weak 
period, I thought the sec-

ond period was a real good 
period for us. We really 
forced the play and we did 
things that we need to do to 
win hockey games,” Gerber 
said.

Paris evened the playing 
field as Heitshu and Mikael 
Ruffini scored to lock the 
team at 4s. Robbins (2), 
Richard Brooks, and Cole 
Corriveau provided assists.

“We weren’t dictating 
the play anymore. We have 
to play our style, not their 
style. They came pretty 
hard at us and they tied it 
up pretty quick,” Gerber 
said.

As the clock wound 
down, Mercier took advan-
tage of a power play and 
scored with 90 seconds left 
to play. Breault and Keller 
assisted. McEwan added 
the final goal on an empty 
net, helped by Jefferies.

“After they tied it up 4-4, 
I give the boys credit for 
staying with it and staying 
focused. We got a power 
play goal late there to win 
it and we got the empty 
netter as well. It was a good 
win for us,” Gerber said.

Paris spent 48 minutes 
in the box compared to 
Wellesley’s 15. This was 
crucial for the Jacks’ win, 
and something that’s part 
of their game plan. Gerber 
says they’ve been telling 
the players to stay out 
of the scuffles after the 
whistle goes, and to stay fo-
cused on the game, which 
clearly paid off.

And it certainly feels 
good to beat the third-place 

Jake Wilkinson heads toward Paris’ net with Brenden Goran close behind. The Jacks beat 
the Mounties 6-4 on Sunday at the Wellesley arena. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Stay warm with up to $650 in incentives when you upgrade 
your heating and cooling system.

RECEIVE $250 
WHEN REPLACING 
YOUR FURNACE

get an additional
WHEN REPLACING OR INSTALLING

 A NEW CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONER

With 60¢ out of every dollar going towards heating and 
cooling your home, it makes sense to invest in 

energy-efficient central heating and cooling systems.

Find out more at wnhydro.com/hvac

Subject to additional terms and conditions found at saveonenergy.ca. *Incentives are available for installation of eligible equipment completed between Jan.1st and Dec. 31st, and submitted no later than Feb.1 of the year 
after the purchase and installation of the eligible equipment. Equipment must be purchased from and installed by a participating contractor. $250 incentive with the purchase and installation of an eligible furnace. $250 OR 
$400 incentive with the purchase and installation of an eligible central air conditioner system. †Annual electricity cost savings are estimated based on past program experience. Actual savings may vary. Powered by the 
Independent Electricity System Operator and offered by Waterloo North Hydro. OMOf�cial Mark of the Independent Electricity System Operator. Used under licence.

@wnhydro

/wnhydro

Participating Partners:

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com

APPLE
iPAD 4’s

from
$24900

Lenovo T400 
14.1” Laptop
INTEL Core 2 Duo 2.2 GHz

3GB Ram
160 GB Hard Drive
Windows 7 64-Bit

$19999

Lenovo
T520

Intel i5 2.5GHz
8GB Ram

750GB HardDrive, 15.6”
 Screen, Windows-7 Pro

$54900

22” LCD Monitor Lenovo T410
14.1” Laptop

$29999

Intel i5 2.53GHz
4GB Ram

320GB Hard Drive
Windows 7 Pro

Windows 7/10
DESKTOPS

from
$14999

Computer/Laptop Service: We Fix All Brands

Reg.
$299

only $9900

24” LCD Monitor
only $13900

team.
“I think it’s pretty huge 

for the guys, not only for 
moving up in the stand-
ings ourselves, but it’s 
confidence as well. I think 
any time you beat a team 
ahead of you it’s got to feel 
good for the boys. Confi-
dence goes a long way in 
hockey and if you’ve got 
confidence going into the 
next game against whoever 
you’re playing it’s a big fac-
tor,” Gerber said.

Facing Tavistock and 
Paris for their final games 
of December, the Jacks are 
hopeful about moving up 
to fourth place. They also 

JACKS: Team plays two more 
home games before Christmas

beat Tavistock the last time 
they played.

“The last two games 
are big games. Tavistock, 
we’re only four points be-
hind them for fourth place 
with a game in hand, so 
obviously we want to catch 
them for fourth place, and 
then Paris again. They’re in 
third place, so who knows. 
They’re quite a few points 
ahead of us, but you never 
know what can happen in 
the new year,” Gerber said.

The Jacks have two more 
games before the Christ-
mas break, both at home. 
They’ll play Tavistock on 
Dec. 20 and Paris on Dec. 
23. Puck drop is 7:30 p.m. 
for both.

Jackson Keller scored Wellesley’s second goal of the night in a 6-4 win on home ice. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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CHRISTMAS SALE
UP
TO50% OFF QUALITY

MENS
APPAREL

S HO P  O N L INE : BrownsMenswear.com

M E N ’ S  C L O T H I E R  |  1 8  -  2 4  A R T H U R  S T R E E T  S .  |  5 1 9 - 6 6 9 - 11 5 2

S T O R E H O U R S: 
M O N -  W E D 9 - 6
T H U R S -  F R I  9 -7
S AT U R D AY 9 - 5

W.C.  BROWN AND SONS

CONTINUES

Brand Name Clothing 
Suits, Sport Jackets, Ties, Shirts, 

Pants, Sweaters, Reversible Casual 
Sweaters, Jeans, Wool & Leather 
Coats & Jackets, Flannel Pajamas, 
Socks, Underwear and Much More! 

Sizes Small to 3XLarge

OUR

ON UNTIL CHRISTMAS

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT 
GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS?
Look to the Observer’s Gift Ideas guide to find the perfect gift from a great local business!

ST. JACOBS - Corner of Sawmill Rd. & HWY. #86

519-664-2400

A GREAT SELECTION OF GIFT 
BASKETS & WICKER TRAYS

A GREAT SELECTION OF GIFT 

Season’s 
Greetings
Season’s 

Greetings
BASKETS & WICKER TRAYS

GIFT BOXESGIFT BOXES

ST. JACOBS - Corner of Sawmill Rd. & HWY. #86

25 Industrial Dr, Elmira
Milverton - Stratford - Drayton - Listowel

800 250 8750    www.mornington.ca

DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS

December 11th to the 24th*

Visit our website for more information.

Great deals on accessories, cell 
phone, Internet, Television and  

Home Phone services - plus prizes!

*Don’t worry, we can count.  We know it’s actually 14 days, but hey, we’re not open on Sundays.

ENTERTAININGENTERTAINING
New Year’s

Enjoy:
with Never Enough Thyme

Never Enough Thyme Catering Inc. 
was created with one thought in 
mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 

Hours: M-F 9-6, SAT 9-5  ✦  83A Arthur St. S, Elmira  ✦  www.neverenoughthyme.ca  ✦  519-669-0374

gg

Ready To Serve!

 APPETIZERS

Gift Certificates
Available

Enjoy:Enjoy:
 DINNERS     DESSERTS

Enjoy:Enjoy:
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Babies
YEAR!

of the

2015
Last Name,
First Name
Birth Date  |  Town

Parents Names+hst
$40

Monday, January 11, 2016
BOOK EARLY!
Email photos & caption information to: 
ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline for submission

Show off your little cutie in our:

Celebrate
Life’s Greatest

GIFT

Full colour 
photo of your 
little one 
published 
in the  
Jan 14, 2016 
edition.

SUBMIT TODAY! 
Office CLOSED for the Holidays DEC 24(NOON) - JAN 4

25 Industrial Dr, Elmira
Milverton - Stratford - Drayton - Listowel

800 250 8750    www.mornington.ca

DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS

December 11th to the 24th*

Visit our website for more information.

Great deals on accessories, cell 
phone, Internet, Television and  

Home Phone services - plus prizes!

*Don’t worry, we can count.  We know it’s actually 14 days, but hey, we’re not open on Sundays.

CHRISTMAS 
COUNTDOWN Finish your Christmas shopping with 

help from GREAT LOCAL BUSINESSES!

Gi�s · Candles · Cards · Home+Garden Decor · Canadian Made

In the heart of Mennonite Country
Just minutes from the St. Jacobs Farmer’s Market

Mon. Dec. 21st  10-6
Tue. Dec. 22nd  10-6
Wed. Dec. 23rd  10-6
Thur. Dec. 24th Christmas Eve 10-2
Fri. Dec. 25th Christmas Day Closed
Sat. Dec. 26th Boxing Day 10-5

Mon. Dec. 28th  Closed
Tue. Dec. 29th  10-6
Wed. Dec. 30th  10-6
Thur. Dec. 31st New Years Eve 10-2
Fri. Jan. 1st New Years Day Closed
Sat. Jan. 2nd  10-5

30%
OFF

Christmas
Décor Regular Priced, 

in-stock items
CL

EA
RA

N
CE

 S
AL

E!

Sale e
ective Saturday, December 19th - Thursday, December 24 th

Some exceptions may apply

www.in-season.ca     519-218-21883585 Lobsinger Line, St. Clements

Holiday Hours:

Regular Hours Resume Tuesday, January 5th, 2016

Fruit Baskets • Meat Platters • Cheese Trays • Vegetable Trays 

And so much more!

315 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-5403 We Deliver!

 Meat Platters 

TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 
Only 1 WEEK until CHRISTMAS!
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

GOING GREEN / A GROWING CONCERN

’Tis that season for tree growers

 DESPITE URBAN EN-
CROACHMENT, EXTENSIVE 
environmental regulations 
and competing land use, 
Ontario is one of the top 10 
regions in North America 
for cattle. It has about one-
fifth of the total Canadian 
production, carried out by 
about 19,000 farmers.

Ontario beef farmers are 
a progressive bunch. For 
each animal sold, $4 goes 
back to support industry 
programs and activities, 
and research. 

The latter, much of it 
conducted in conjunction 
with the Ontario Ministry 
of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs, continues to 
grow in importance. In its 
2014-2020 strategy docu-
ment, the Beef Farmers of 
Ontario (the industry’s of-
ficial advocacy group) says 
it’s aiming for improved 
health status for beef cows, 
enabling them to live lon-
ger, more productive and 
profitable lives. By 2020, 
it also wants calves to be 
more robust, require less 
pharmaceutical interven-
tion and regain optimal 
growth rates more quickly.

These goals require a 
significant commitment to 
research, as well as exem-
plary veterinary training. 
Veterinarians work with 
livestock producers to keep 
animals healthy, and help 
them develop management 
approaches that will ad-
dress consumer demands. 
Less pharmaceutical inter-
vention is certainly among 
them.

Beef animals are trans-
ported around Canada a 
great deal. Many of them 
from the west are shipped 
to eastern Canada, either 
for processing by compa-
nies here or for further 
shipping to the U.S. Basi-
cally, they’re going where 

Budding 
beef vets 
go cross 
country

ROBERTS | 19

Benjamin Tree Farm sees plenty of people eager to get out and cut just the right tree to bring home

There’s just one week left to chop down your own Christmas tree at Benjamin Tree Farm, where they sell some 5,000 trees each year, says Gerard Demaiter. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

DESPITE SOCIETY’S EVER-
GROWING FASCINATION 
with the convenience fac-
tor, one tradition continues 
to be revered at this time of 
year: chopping down your 
own Christmas tree.

Gerard Demaiter of Ben-
jamin Tree Farm, just West 
of St. Jacobs, says the arti-
ficial tree craze hasn’t been 
enough to put a damper on 
their business. And their 
customer base continues 
to grow.

“This year we’ve heard 
from a lot of people it’s 
their first time out. We do 
have a lot of repeat custom-
ers that have been coming 
for years and years, but it’s 
sort of a generational thing. 
They come with the kids, 
the kids get older, and then 
they stop coming. And 
then we’re into the next 
generation where kids  that 
were coming with their 
parents are bringing their 
own kids back,” Demaiter 
explains.

He says young families 
are their main market, 
something there’s no 
shortage of with new sub-
divisions being built in 
Elmira, St. Jacobs, and the 
west side of Waterloo. And 
they’re making a family 
outing out of it, taking their 
time to walk the field in 
search of the perfect tree, 
enjoying some fresh air, 
and browsing the seasonal 
goods in their new gift 
shop, St. Nick’s Picks.

“The majority of our cus-
tomer base is from the city, 
but look at the population 
density, there’s more peo-
ple in the city. We do get a 
lot of locals from Heidel-
berg, St. Clements, Elmira, 
St. Jacobs, all through 
Woolwich, all through the 
Township of Wellesley,” 
Demaiter said.

They sell precut balsam 
and Fraser fir trees for peo-
ple who are looking for a 
quick trip to get a tree. And 
they offer white spruce and 
balsam fir for the cut your 
own, which is the most 
popular option.

“About 75 per cent cut it 
down themselves. They’re 

coming for the experience 
to come out to the farm, 
walk the fields, pick any 
tree they like, cut it down 
and the whole family expe-
rience,” Demaiter said.

Customers who purchase 
precut trees tend to go 
toward the balsam, with 
the Fraser a close second. 
The white spruce is the top 
choice for cut your own 
tree customers. It’s dense 
and grows well in the soil 
here, whereas the soil isn’t 
ideal for balsam and Fraser, 
so they don’t typically grow 
as nice.

“We are going to be ex-
panding our varieties into 
Norwegian spruce and 
some pines. We used to 
grow them, but we phased 
them out. But we think 
we’re going to reintroduce 
them on a smaller scale,” 
Demaiter said.

The business operated 
across the road from its 
current location for about 
25 years. This marks the 
third year they’ve been in 
their new digs, and he says 
they saw a growth in cus-
tomers after the move.

“We’ve seen it grow. It’s 

holding its own against the 
artificial tree. We’ve ex-
panded our facilities. We’re 
more of a presence. When 
you drove down the road 
you didn’t really see the 
tree farm before. Now you 
can see the whole farm, the 
parking lot, the facilities,” 
Demaiter said.

They bought the ad-
jacent farm from an Old 
Order Mennonite who 
moved north where land 
is cheaper and the roads 
aren’t so busy for horse-
drawn buggies.

Some 4,000 trees are 
planted on their farm each 
year, and because not all 
trees turn out, that keeps 
them covered. On an aver-
age year he estimates they 
sell 5,000 trees.

“We typically sell our 
precuts pretty well, but we 
always have more trees in 
the field because on aver-
age they take eight years to 
grow. But some of the faster 
ones that are younger will 
be ready for sale around 
six or seven years. But 
then some of our slower 
ones take maybe even nine 
years. If we run short in the 

field, customers just go into 
one field younger and then 
they find the biggest ones 
in there,” Demaiter said.

He says weather condi-
tions have been great, with 
no rainy days to keep cus-
tomers away. But, having 
some of that white stuff 
on the ground would defi-
nitely help.

“That puts people in the 
mood. What we’ve sort of 
noticed is this year started 
a little slower than last 
year, but we’re catching 
up now. Last year we had a 
bit of snow pretty early on, 
it really put people in the 
mood,” Demaiter said.

The tree farm also keeps 
busy in December espe-
cially with class trips from 
local schools, averaging 
120 kids through the farm 
a day.

And while some people 
see the advantage of buy-
ing an artificial tree once 
and never having to buy 
a tree again, Demaiter ex-
plains there’s good reason 
to support local tree farms.

“The benefit of a real 
tree is they convert carbon 
dioxide into oxygen. That’s 

the main advantage of hav-
ing trees and why wood 
lots are protected now. As 
well as all the wildlife it 
supports. There are tons 
of bird nests in the trees. 
They love protection and 
the density of the trees,” 
Demaiter said.

An artificial tree will 
cost more than a real tree 
up front (unless you get 
a good deal after Christ-
mas) but less in the long 
run. But Demaiter notes 
they’re not aiming to sell 
the best bargain, but the 
best experience. And for 
everyone who’s bought 
into the buy local move-
ment, this is a great way to 
do just that.

“We’re selling the experi-
ence of coming out with 
your family, spending 
three, four hours at the 
farm, getting your tree, 
having the cider, mingling 
in the gift shop, showing 
the kids  the equipment, 
showing them nature, 
bringing them to the out-
doors. We’re selling the 
experience and the tree is 
just the byproduct of the 
experience.”

WHITNEY NEILSON
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the biggest markets exist 
and where processors are 
established. 

All this influences the 
degree of veterinary care 
they receive. But basically, 
in closer confinement and 
when they’re shipped and 
mixed with other cattle, 
conditions such as respi-
ratory disease are more 
prevalent. One of the most 
successful research accom-
plishments in the Univer-
sity of Guelph’s history is 
a vaccine to guard against 

shipping fever, developed 
by professors Pat Shewen 
and Bruce Wilkie. Vaccines 
prevent diseases and can 
help reduce the use of anti-
biotics to control them. 

In the face of all these 
challenges, beef producers 
and veterinarians need to 
stay on their toes. At the 
Ontario Veterinary Col-
lege, Prof. Jessica Gordon 
thinks that reality should 
be reflected in veterinary 
students’ training. 

She oversees what’s 
called the beef health man-
agement rotation program, 

in which four select Guelph 
veterinary students join 
eight counterparts from 
Cornell, Colorado State and 
the University of Calgary 
for a one-week stint at a 
livestock management 
clinic in Okotoks, Alberta. 
This is followed by a one-
week field exercise in On-
tario, which concluded in 
November.

They tour farms, feedlots 
and sales barns, perform-
ing activities such as preg-
nancy checks, necropsies, 
surgeries, processing, iden-
tification and treatment 

of sick cattle, and diet and 
records analysis.

Guelph offers hands-on 
animal experience in all 
four years of the Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine pro-
gram. As well, the fourth 
year is a clinical, hands-on 
year, in which students 
complete a total of 30 
weeks of rotations.

The beef management 
program has been operation-
al at the college for 20-plus 
years. And it’s popular with 
students; Gordon gets about 
twice as many applications 
as she has available places.

One of this year’s par-
ticipants was Toronto area 
native Sarah Copeland. She 
values the program’s prac-
tical side. 

“I feel that most students 
learn better through practi-
cal applications and ‘do-
ing’ than in a classroom. 
Especially in veterinary 
medicine – it’s one thing 
to learn about a disease 
and theoretically how you 
would treat it. But when 
you are actually in the field 
trying to make a decision 
about a sick animal or a 
herd problem it can be very 

different,” she says.
And she wants con-

sumers to know that beef 
farmers care about their 
animals, and work hard 
to continually improve 
animal welfare and meet 
consumer demands.

“There are strict rules 
and regulations in place 
to maintain food safety, 
and prevent meat that is 
unsuitable for human con-
sumption from entering 
the food chain,” she says. 
“Consumers should feel 
good about their decision 
to eat beef.”

ROBERTS: Given all the travelling done by beef livestock, management programs are essential
FROM | 18

 OBSERVER HOLIDAY
OFFICE HOURS 

OFFICE CLOSURE:
Thur. Dec. 24 • Closed by noon
Mon. Jan 4, 2016 • Re-opens

Our website will 
continue to accept 

submissions and 
queries over the break. 

See you in 2016.
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

It’s all about the yuletide season
at the ECT Christmas Cabaret
A variety of acts will fuel the festive spirit in the Elora Community Theatre’s latest production, on stage Dec. 19

WHITNEY NEILSON

ELORA COMMUNITY THE-
ATRE HAS pulled together 
talented folks from across 
the region for a variety 
show, with a holiday twist.

Christmas Cabaret comes 
to the Fergus Grand The-
atre next weekend for two 
performances of music, 
drama, and a visit from the 
fat man in red.

“We realized that we’d 
had a rough year and we 
needed a few extra dollars 
in the bank and I had put 
on a variety show down in 
Guelph with the Guelph 
Wellington Seniors’ Asso-
ciation last year, so I kind 
of learned the ropes of 
putting on a variety show 
and I had some contacts in 
the community and I said 
I think we can do it,” said 
director Denise Gismondi.

In the spirit of the sea-
son, the Christmas Cabaret 
will also provide people an 
opportunity to give back to 
the community. Partnering 
with the Salvation Army, 
they’re hoping to have 
someone at both shows 
accepting donations of 
household gifts, coats, and 
winter clothing for Syrian 
refugees, along with dona-
tions to the food bank.

Peter Scott, who Gismon-
di describes as a poet, ac-
tor, and “bon vivant” came 
up with an original poem 
called Miriam, which is his 
story about a girl in some 
of the refugee camps of 
Jordan and what it would 
be like to be waiting for 
transfer to Canada.

Having spent the sum-
mer focused on local 
refugee efforts, the poem 
struck a chord with Gis-
mondi, and will be featured 
in the show. But there will 
be plenty of singing and 
Christmas fun to be had 
too.

Some of the acts include 
Not So Grand Players, Vic-
toria Seniors Drama, Kara 
Shaw, and a dance troupe 
from Kitchener.

“[Kara Shaw] has this 
amazing talent. She has 
an amazing piano capabil-
ity. If you play a song for 
her she can play it right 
back. She’s utterly amaz-
ing. What this girl has been 
through and the hardship 
she’s had to put up with 
and she makes such beauti-
ful music,” Gismondi said.

There’ll be an appear-
ance from Elfis, an Elvis 
impersonator who’ll bring 
a Christmas spin to Elvis.

“The Gilvan Singers, 
they’re going to singing 
three pieces. I think one 
of them might be Gilbert 
and Sullivan, it’s kind of a 
rewritten Gilbert and Sul-
livan song with Christmas 
words to it,” Gismondi said.

A lady named Connie 
McTaggart will be giving a 
comedic reading of the 12 
Days of Christmas. Andy 
Robillard and Adam Shaw 
are going to be doing a cou-
ple of songs. They’re often 
seen playing at pubs and 
open mics in the area.

“We have a couple of 
novelty acts. There’s some-
thing called Les Divas. 
Those ladies they like run-

ning around in tutus. It’s 
going to be funny. And we 
have one young lady, she 
can’t be more than about 
12 years old. Her name is 
Belle Lemieux-Chan. She’s 
up from Guelph. She is cur-
rently appearing in Alad-

din at Drayton Entertain-
ment. She has a voice to 
die for, this girl,” Gismondi 
said.

The cast of children from 
ECT’s Anne and Gilbert 
show will be performing a 
medley of songs as ECT’s 

own offering of talent. The 
event will be hosted by 
Not So Grand and ECT ac-
tor Terry Wilson and ECT 
president, actor, and direc-
tor Jim Monaghan.

As a volunteer-run orga-
nization, the funds raised 

A holiday variety show of sorts will take stage at the Fergus Grand Theatre next week as Elora Community Theatre puts on Christmas Cabaret, 
with such performers as Kara Shaw, Belle Lemieux-Chan, Andy Robillard and Adam Shaw. [SUBMITTED]

from ticket sales will go 
to pay the rent of their re-
hearsal space.

“We had a murder mys-
tery dinner theatre back in 
October. Every cent of it 
went to pay that month’s 
rent. And every cent of this 
is going to pay the rent. We 
are down to the wire and 
it’s really important that 
we get every seat filled. 
We have worked our tails 
off trying to put together 
a rundown of the program 
there that we hope people 
will find very entertain-
ing and enjoyable. We’ve 
tried to appeal to literally 
everybody that we can,” 
Gismondi said.

The show is family 
friendly and they’re hop-
ing to fill every seat in 
the house for a whirlwind 
of performances that are 
bound to get you in the 
Christmas spirit.

“It’s such a wonderful 
way for families and groups 
of people to come together 
during the season and it 
connects with a number of 
things that you want to do. 
If you want to relax you can 
just sit back and relax and 
just watch people enter-
tain you. If you want to get 
yourself into the mood of 
Christmas and you want to 
hear really cool Christmas 
music you can do that as 
well,” Gismondi said.

The Christmas Cabaret 
runs on Dec. 19 at 2 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. at the Fergus 
Grand Theatre. For tickets 
call Fergus Grand Theatre 
at 519-787-1981 or visit www.
fergusgrandtheatre.ca.

TRUST Your Hearing to an Audiologist!

• Born & Raised in Elmira
• Grand daughter of 

Levi & Melinda Shantz
• Supporting Community 

for 19 years.

Juliane Shantz
B.A. (Hons), M.CI.SC, AuD,
Doctor of Audiology

AudiologistsAudiologists
Complete 7-10 Years ofComplete 7-10 Years of

University Education

ELMIRA  519-669-4425   |   www.earandhearingclinic.com   |   The Clock Tower Wellness Centre

80 Years of Combined Experience!
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.
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PLACE AN AD IN 
OUR CLASSIFIED 
SECTION TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 
or Visit: 

www.observerxtra.com

HELP WANTED

Dynamic Millwrights Inc., is looking to fill 
the following positions:
• Draftsman
• Industrial Painter
• Plasma and Brake Operator
• Road Crew
Competitive wages, Company Benefit 
and Group RRSP package offered.

Please forward resume to 
info@dynamicmillwrights.com

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, only 
those selected for an interview will be contacted.

8596 Road 164, 
Listowel, ON N4W 3G6

HELP WANTED
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Our St. Jacobs Retail Store currently has the following opportunity...

Retail Sales Associate  
(Part-time & On-call)
Approximately 24 hours per week

Responsible to the Retail Store Manager for providing courteous 
and ef�cient service to our customers and staff, you will 
provide advice on appropriate merchandise and related items. 
You will handle cash, credit card, and debit card payments by 
using PRISM and Royal Bank Debit card machines, ticket and 
replenish merchandise, and general housekeeping of shelves 
and merchandise on display. Heavy lifting and unloading truck 
shipments will be required. 

You have a high school diploma or equivalent, a friendly and 
helpful attitude toward customers and good communication skills. 
Knowledge of hardware and home repairs is an asset.

We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions. If 
you are interested in becoming part of Home Hardware, please 
forward your resume, quoting the Retail Sales Associate (#837),  
by Monday, December 21st, 2015 to: Stacey Heckendorn, Recruitment, 

Human Resources, Home Hardware Stores 
Limited, 34 Henry St. W., St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0   
E-mail: hr@homehardware.ca Fax: 519-664-4711 
(Microsoft Products Only)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND OTHERS

IN THE MATTER OF the 
Estate of Gerald Ryan.

Gerald Ryan, formerly of the Township of 
Wellesley, Ontario (the “Deceased”), passed 
away on or about the 3rd day of October, 2015. 
All persons having claims against the Estate 
of Gerald Ryan (the “Estate”), are hereby 
notified to send in to the undersigned personal 
representatives of the Deceased on or before 
January 15, 2016, full particulars of their 
claims, thereafter the undersigned will distrib-
ute the assets of the said Estate having regard 
only to the claims then filed.

Dated at Kitchener, Ontario, this 10th day of 
December, 2015.

The Estate of Gerald Ryan
By:  Stephanie Michele Ryan and Beverley Ann Ryan, Estate Trustees
c/o McCarter Grespan Beynon Weir Professional Corporation
675 Riverbend Drive
Kitchener, ON, N2K 3S3

HELP WANTED

CEDAR VALLEY DESIGN is 
looking for full time help in 
our wood trim and mould-
ing shop. Work involves 
operating rip saw, moulder, 
fork lift and or machine set 
up and sharpening equip-
ment. Call 519-669-0122, 
West Montrose.

ELMIRA DONUTS AND Deli 
is looking for full time and 
part time customer service 
people. Apply now for 
January start. Call 519-669-
5353.

FULL TIME RECEPTION-
IST Needed. Looking 
for a mature full-time 
receptionist for a busy 
rural veterinary clinic. The 
candidate must have great 
client service skills, polite 
phone manners and be pre-
pared for any situation that 
walks through the door. 
The candidate must also 

be able to work a variety 
of hours including evenings 
and weekends. If interested, 
please forward resume to 
rvtfred2015@gmail.com

NURSERY WORKERS 
NEEDED starting October 
22, 2015. Pay rate $11.25/
hour. Working hours 7 a.m. 
- 5 p.m., 6 days per week. 
Work includes field potting, 
weeding in field and 
containers, truck loading, 
digging etc. Must be willing 
to work in all weather con-
ditions and weekends. Own 
transportation required. 
Police clearance needed. 
Please send resume to: 
West Montrose Farms Ltd., 
1614 Halm Road, West Mon-
trose, On. N0B 2V0.

WORK 
WANTED

CLEANING LADY AVAILABLE. 
Drayton, Elmira and sur-
rounding areas. Please call 
519-669-4805.

CLEANING LADY AVAILABLE. 
Experience in residential 
and New home construc-
tion. Call Cynthia 519-498-
9207.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

FOR SALE

COUNTRY SIDE CYCLE Annual 
Year End Bicycle Sale. 
Dec. 28 - 31st. Sale hours 
9 - 5:30p.m. Up to 50% off 
26” wheel comfort bicycles 
and smaller frame road 
bicycles. Other new and 
used bicycles and accesso-
ries 10 - 30% off. We also do 
skate sharpening. Regular 

cut $5.00, flat bottom V cut 
$10.00. Cross grinding $5.00 
extra. Regular hour January 
& February Tues, Wed., 
Thurs., 1-6 , Fri 8 - 6, Sat. 8 
- 12. After March 1 - summer 
hours, Tues. 1-6, Wed., 
Thurs., Fri 8-6, Sat. 8 - 12. 
Fall Hours: Oct to year end 
Fri. 8-6, Sat. 8 - 12. Ques-
tions for more information 
call 519-669-2091.

FOR SALE

FRESH, OVEN READY free 
range geese for Christmas. 
Call Laverne Bauman 519-
595-3398.

SOFTNER SALT - 20kg bags, 
minimum 25 bags, skid 
lots of 56. Delivered in St. 
Jacobs, St. Clements, Elmira 
& Linwood areas. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

AUCTIONS

ANTIQUE AUCTION SALE 
Of Primitives, pottery, 
furniture, textiles, folk art, 
stamp collection & other 
interesting items, to be held 
at the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley, for The Susan 
Williams Estate and addi-
tions, on Saturday, January 
2nd @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

FARM SERVICES

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

WANTED

LOOKING FOR BACHELOR 
apartment with parking, 
senior male, preferably in 
Elmira. Call 519-577-9713.

RENTALS

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT for 
rent in Elmira, Jan. 1. $900/
month utilities included. No 
pets, no smoking. Call 226-
748-4818

3 BEDROOM, BACKSPLIT semi 
for rent in Elmira. Available 
Feb. 1st. $1200 + utilities. No 
smoking. 519-669-9059.

COMM/
INDUSTRIAL 
FOR RENT

SPACE FOR LEASE. 854 sq. 
ft available in Downtown 
Elmira. Park Street East. 
Former dental office - ideal 
for medial related busi-
ness or office space. Some 
parking & basement storage 
available. $725 Per Month. 
Call Brad, R. W. Thur Real 
Estate Ltd at 519-669-2772 
for more information. MLS.

LOST & FOUND

FOUND. LADIES RING in 
Elmira on Thursday, Decem-
ber 10. Initials KJM in interi-
or. Call 519-669-5790 xt 107.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

FAMILY ALBUM

OBITUARY DEATH NOTICES

FREY, LAURENE (WEBER) | Passed away suddenly on 
Monday, December 14, 2015 at her home, 230 Glasgow St., 
RR 1, Waterloo, in her 53rd year.

MARTIN, JOHN G. | Peacefully, on Monday, December 7, 2015, 
at his residence, John G. Martin, in his 85th year, of RR 2, 
Wallenstein.

TREICHEL, ERWIN | 1925-2015 Passed away on December 12, 
2015 at Forest Heights Long Term Care Facility, at the age of 
90 years. Local relatives are his daughter Lisa West (Gary) 
of Wellesley.

Gingrich, Melinda S.
Passed away peacefully on Thursday, 
December 10, 2015 at her home, RR 1, 
Elmira, at the age of 92 years. Dear sis-
ter of Ion Gingrich of RR 1, Elmira, and 
Elvina (Mrs. Laverne) Martin of RR 2, 
Wallenstein. Also remembered by her 
nephews and nieces and their families. 
She was predeceased by her parents 
Seranus and Magdalena (Shoemaker) 
Gingrich, a sister in infancy, brother 
Omer and Ellen Gingrich, brother-in-
law Laverne Martin and sister-in-law 
Viola Gingrich. Visitation was held 
on Saturday, December 12 from 1-5 
p.m. and Sunday, December 13 from 
1-5 p.m. at the family home, 1166 Up-
per Woolwich Place, RR 1, Elmira.  A 
family service was held at the home 
on Monday, December 14 at 9 a.m., 
then to North Woolwich Mennonite 
Meeting House for burial and public 
service. Arrangements entrusted to 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com
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THANK YOU to the following businesses and organizations for 
their generous sponsorship of Free Holiday Swims and Skates 

at the Woolwich Memorial Centre & St. Jacobs Arena

Please stop by the Woolwich Memorial Centre to pick up the holiday schedule of free skates/swims or 
visit us online at www.woolwich.ca

Notice of Change of Meeting Location
The Township of Woolwich’s regularly scheduled Committee of the Whole 

meeting on Tuesday January 12, 2016 will be held at the:

Breslau Community Centre 
100 Andover Drive, Breslau at 6:00 P.M

Agendas will be posted at www.woolwich.ca on Friday January 8, 2016.
Further questions or concerns can be directed to: 

Kiera Schlueter at (519) 669-1647 ext. 6115
(toll free877-969-0094, Ext. 6115)

or by email at kschlueter@woolwich.ca

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
AN UPDATE CONCERNING ENFORCEMENT OF 

THE WINTER OVERNIGHT PARKING BAN
The Township of Woolwich has a Traffi c and Parking By-law that prohibits overnight parking on 
Township roads from December 1st to April 1st, 2:30 a.m. to 6:00 a.m. every year. This ban helps get 
vehicles off the street so that our snowplow operators can keep your streets clear of snow and ice. 
In light of the unseasonable warm weather trend we have experienced this month, and with weather 
forecasts predicting negligible snowfall, Enforcement Services is not actively enforcing the overnight 
parking ban until winter weather is forecasted to return. Staff will monitor weather conditions daily. 
Ticketing of vehicles parked overnight on Township streets will resume without further warning if weather 
conditions are predicted to deteriorate and snowfall accumulation are forecasted or roads could turn icy.
Thank you to all of our residents for not parking vehicles on the street overnight. Your efforts help 
considerably because it means snowplow operators can clear every street and clear streets helps 
emergency responders as well. Your co-operation is appreciated.
Inquiries about the decision to temporarily suspend active enforcement of the overnight parking ban may 
be directed to Val Hummel, Director of Council and Information Services at vhummel@woolwich.ca or 
direct line 519-669-6005.

Bill Snyder Electric
Elmira Lions Club
Good Auto Parts
Elmira Home Hardware
Programmed Insurance Brokers

P&K Ice Services
Premier Equipment
St. Jacobs Printery
Tim Hortons

Waterloo Region Suicide 
Prevention Council
Woolwich Lions Club
Township of Woolwich 
Council

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Wellesley will be 
reviewing the DRAFT municipal budget for the year 2016, with the 
intent to pass a By-law to adopt a budget pursuant to Section 290 
of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended. The public consultation 
meetings for the 2016 budget will be held at The Township of 
Wellesley Municipal Of�ce, 4639 Lobsinger Line, Crosshill on 
January 11th and January 13th, 2016 starting at 9:00 a.m. and 
ending at 4:30 p.m. 
An additional consultation meeting (if required) will be held on January 
14th, 2016. Should you wish to attend the January 11th or 13th meeting 
or if you require further details or information, please contact 

Theresa Bisch, Township of Wellesley at 

(519) 699-3954 or email: tbisch@wellesley.ca

NOTICE TO THE RESIDENTS
OF THE

TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY
Budget Consultation Notice

BRESLAU STUDENTS CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS

Breslau Public School students put on 
a holiday show for parents, family and 
friends on Dec. 10. The gym was packed 
with supporters, to watch the Grade 1 class 
perform the Nutcracker March (top), the 
primary school choir sing “Getting Ready for 
Christmas” (above), and the glee club sing a 
holiday medley of songs (left).  
[LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

PLACE A FAMILY ALBUM NOTICE!
Call: 519-669-5790  or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

THE OBSERVER 
FAMILY ALBUM IS 
HERE TO SHARE 

YOUR FAMILY NEWS.
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NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION 
AND PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday January 12, 2016 

7:00 p.m.
Breslau Community Centre 
100 Andover Drive, Breslau

Regarding the following applications:
Zone Change Application 1/2016 -  

Willard and Lorraine Martin
Zone Change Application 2/ 2016 -  

Clayton and Selema Martin
Zone Change Application 4/2016 -  

Lewis and Pauline Weber
and

Official Plan Amendment Application 1/2016 
and Zone Change Application 3/2016 – 793335 

Ontario Limited (Conestoga Meat Packers)
Take Notice that in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, 
as amended, the Township of Woolwich has received complete 
applications for proposed Official Plan Amendment and Zone Change 
for the above-noted applications which are more specifically described 
below. This notice summarizes the details of these applications and 
includes a location map. Please be advised that Notice of a Complete 
Application does not indicate whether the municipality is in support 
of, or in opposition to the proposal. That determination will be made 
at a later date.

The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Sections 
17 and 34 of the Planning Act, to consider the following Official Plan 
Amendment and Zone Change applications. No decisions will be 
made at this meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information 
to the public and agencies and to receive comments and information 
from them.

Zone Change Application 1/2016 - Willard and Lorraine Martin

The Township has received 
a Zone Change application 
from Willard and Lorraine 
Martin for an 18.5 hectare 
property described as 
German Company Tract 
Part Lot 61 and located at 
1071 Cedar Spring Road in 
the Township of Woolwich 
(see Map 1). The property 
is designated Rural Land 
Use and Restricted Land 
Use Area in the Township’s 
Official Plan and is zoned 
Agricultural (A) with site 
specific provisions permitting a garden suite by means of a mobile 
home which is up for renewal. The property contains a single detached 
dwelling, garden suite, accessory buildings and dairy operation.

The purpose of the application is to extend the Temporary Use By-
law for an additional three-year period to allow the garden suite to 
remain on the property. The garden suite is currently occupied by the 
applicant’s mother.

Zone Change Application 2/ 2016 - Clayton and Selema Martin

The Township has received a Zone Change application from Clayton and 
Selema Martin for a 0.9 hectare property described as Plan 1502 Lot 3 
and located at 1134 Printery Road, St. Jacobs (see Map 2). The property 

to permit a total maximum floor area for the entire operation of 
41,806 sq. m.;

• to amend certain regulations through a site specific provision as it 
relates to parking, setbacks and height restrictions; and

• to place a Holding Provision on the lands that restricts 
development beyond 32,516 sq. m. until such time as there is a 
connection to municipal services and / or a servicing solution to 
the satisfaction of the Township, which would require additional 
study or documentation that the site has sanitary capacity and an 
update to the Traffic Impact Study.

The proposed amendments would facilitate an ultimate expansion to 
their operation to 41,806 sq. m..

Please Note:

APPEALS:

Zoning Amendment

If a person or public body that files a notice of appeal of a decision 
of the Council of the Township of Woolwich in respect of the proposed 
zoning by-law does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or 
make written submissions to the Council of the Township of Woolwich 
before the by-law is passed:

a) the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of 
the Township of Woolwich to the Ontario Municipal Board; and

b) the person or public body may not be added as a party to the 
hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board unless, in 
the opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

Official Plan Amendment

If a person or public body that files a notice of appeal of a decision 
of the Township of Woolwich in respect of the proposed official plan 
amendment does not make oral submissions at a public meeting or 
make written submissions to the Township of Woolwich before the 
proposed official plan amendment is adopted, the Ontario Municipal 
Board may dismiss all or part of the appeal.

NOTIFICATION: If you wish to be notified of the adoption of the proposed 
official plan amendment, or of the refusal of a request to amend the 
official plan, additional Township public meetings or Township staff 
reports regarding these applications you must make a written request 
to Engineering and Planning Services at the Township of Woolwich.

If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/
comments about the proposed change in writing to the Township 
of Woolwich. Any comments received on or before January 5, 2016 
(Note that this date is before the public meeting) will be included 
in a report prepared by Engineering and Planning Services and 
presented at the Public Meeting. Any comments received after 
the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision on the 
applications, will also be considered.

The personal information accompanying your submission is being 
collected under the authority of the Planning Act and may form part 
of the public record which may be released to the public. Questions 
about this collection should be directed to the Records and Freedom 
of Information Officer at 519-669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.

MORE INFORMATION: The public may view planning documents and 
background material relating to this application at the Township of 
Woolwich, Engineering and Planning Services Department between 
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, or on the Township 
website at www.woolwich.ca.

Questions or written submissions may be directed to: 
Township of Woolwich 

Engineering and Planning Services Department 
Box 158 

24 Church Street West 
Elmira, Ontario 

N3B 2Z6

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 17th day of December, 2015.

is designated Residential 
and Ancillary Use in the 
Township’s Official Plan 
and is zoned Settlement 
Residential (R-1) (portion 
fronting on Printery Road) 
and Agricultural (A) (rear 
lands) with site specific 
provisions permitting a 
garden suite by means of 
a mobile home which is up 
for renewal. The property 
contains a single detached 
dwelling, garden suite, 
detached garage and barn.

The purpose of the application is to extend the Temporary Use By-
law for an additional three-year period to allow the garden suite to 
remain on the property. The garden suite is currently occupied by the 
applicant’s mother.

Zone Change Application 4/2016 - Lewis and Pauline Weber

The Township has received 
a Zone Change application 
from Lewis and Pauline 
Weber for the property 
described as Part Lots 48 
and 108 GCT and located 
at 2520 Three Bridges Road 
(see Map 3). The property is 
designated Rural Land Use 
in the Township Official Plan 
and is zoned Agricultural (A) 
with site specific provisions 
permitting a garden suite 
by means of a mobile home 
which is up for renewal. The property contains a single detached 
dwelling, garden suite, accessory buildings and dairy operation.

The purpose of the application is to extend the Temporary Use By-
law for an additional three-year period to allow the garden suite to 
remain on the property. The garden suite is currently occupied by the 
applicant’s grandfather and aunt.

Official Plan Amendment Application 1/2016 and Zone Change 
Application 3/2016 – 793335 Ontario Limited (Conestoga Meat Packers)

The Conestoga Meat Packers 
property is approximately 
44.33 hectares in area, 
described as Part Lots 
103, 104, 109 and 110 
German Company Tract, 
Plan 58R4463 Parts 1 
and 2 and located at 313 
Menno Street, Township of 
Woolwich (see Map 4). The 
lands are designated Rural 
Land Use and Restricted 
Land Use Area in the 
Township’s Official Plan 
and are zoned Agricultural (A) with site specific provisions. The 
property is developed with an abattoir and meat packing facility 
containing a ground floor area of 10,697 sq. m..

Stantec Consulting Ltd. on behalf of Conestoga Meat Packers is 
proposing to amend the Township Official Plan with a special policy 
area that would allow the consideration of a major expansion to an 
existing industrial operation within the Rural Land Use Area, whereas 
the Township Official Plan only allows for a minor expansion.

In addition, the applicant is proposing an amendment to the Township 
Zoning By-law:

• to amend the maximum gross floor area regulations in the 
site specific provisions, as further amended by Minor Variance 
approvals, for the office area (967.5 sq. m. ground floor) and plant 
operation (9,729.5 sq. m. ground floor) which total 10,697 sq. m. 
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a
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Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

   Merry
Christmas!

Drayton - This beautiful 
bungalow with loft is currently 
being built, located in the town of 
Drayton just a scenic drive from 
KW, quality at every turn, 1800 sq 
ft with hardwood and ceramic, 3 
bedrooms and 3 bathrooms. large 
master bedroom ensuite and 
walkin closet. MLS 1537660.

$422,500$422,500$422,500$422,500

BUNGALOFT

Elmira - This 4 bedroom home is 
perfect for a growing family as 
well as a retired couple due to the 
convenience of the main floor 
master bedroom with ensuite and 
walk in closet. Enjoy a morning 
coffee in the East facing sun 
room, and family time in the large 
living room. Walking distance to 
downtown and Rec Centre. Much 
larger than it looks! MLS 30500120.$219,900$219,900$219,900

FAMILY HOME GREAT PRICE

Elmira - Character and charm are 
evident throughout this Century 
home! This spacious 2 storey is 
elegantly decorated throughout 
with large principal rooms Including 
a study on the main floor. 
Beautifully landscaped with a 
detached double garage. Located in 
the friendly town of Elmira 10 mins 
from Waterloo. Zoned for a home 
based business. MLS 30500671.$464,000$464,000$464,000

BEAUTIFUL CENTURY HOME

Elmira - This centrally located 
3 bedroom, 3 bathroom, semi 
detached is waiting for you! Need 
a fourth bedroom or a spacious 
office? The basement is fully finished 
with a rec-room and an extra room. 
This 1600q.ft. + home is modernly 
updated and features ample 
storage, ensuite bathroom, walk-in 
closet, parking for two cars and a 
fully fenced yard. MLS 30504235.$309,900$309,900$309,900$309,900

DON'T MISS THIS!
Elmira - This centrally located 
3 bedroom, 3 bathroom, semi 
detached is waiting for you! Need 
a fourth bedroom or a spacious 
office? The basement is fully finished 

$309,900$309,900$309,900$309,900$309,900$309,900

SOLD

Oh, let us turn away from noise,
The clamor of the day,
To rest in solitude with Him;
Our blessings to survey.
Oh, let our inner joy release
Our carol to The King,
To worship Him, to feel the touch
Of Heavenly angel’s wing.
May we escape the tinseled trees,
The gifts that soon expire,
To see the glory of God's way
That meets our soul's desire.

Oh, let us pause to contemplate
Each priceless happening;
Children’s laughter, tender words…
The daily “little things.”
Oh, may we feel our brother’s need,
His inner plea for peace,
Promote good will, and sacrifice
God's Kingdom to increase.
Oh, let our celebration be 
A tribute to The One
Who is The Father's Gift to us,
His Own Begotten Son.

OFFICE CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS: Dec. 24 (NOON) - Jan. 4

Monday, January 11, 2016 Full colour photo of your 
little one published in the  
January 14, 2016 edition.

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2015BOOK EARLY!
Email photos & caption information to: 

ads@woolwichobserver.com

Last Name,
First Name
Birth Date  |  Town

Parents Names +hst
$40

Deadline for submission
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

SELLING 
YOUR HOME?

PLACE AN AD IN OUR REAL ESTATE SECTION TODAY!
Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

FREE

Call for details:
519-503-2753

HOME
EVALUATION

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER OF RECORD

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE FALL MARKET ANALYSIS!

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira   N3B 3L4

Elmira Real Estate Services
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED, BROKERAGE

519-669-3192
www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

Shanna

MUCH TO OFFER
$539,000 ELMIRA Many beautiful upgrades throughout, attractive professional 
landscaped property, covered back porch, shed, interlock walkways, inviting foyer, 
maple hardwood, wrought iron railing, fin basement, ensuite. MLS.

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY
$254,900 ELMIRA Own this great starter semi, 150' deep fenced yard! Good 
condition, neutral decor, 3 bdrms, finished recreation room, gas insert, updated 
furnace/05, a/c/12, vinyl windows. MLS.

M-5 ZONING - ELMIRA VACANT LAND - $568,000 2.43 acre prime 
location in South end business park! MLS.

RURAL BUILDING LOT - DRAYTON - $98,500 1.06 acre parcel, single 
family dwelling permitted. MLS.

WE WISH YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 
& A HAPPY NEW YEAR…

…“Thank you for letting us help you in 2015”

OPEN HOUSE | SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19TH • 1-3PM
PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES presents:

DRAYTON RIDGE EXECUTIVE TOWNS
MODEL HOME at: 162 RIDGEVIEW DR., DRAYTON

Priced from $322,900*. Beautiful 1424 sq ft Bungalows 
with 9' ceilings, open concept, hardwood & ceramic flooring. 
Seeing is believing.

$356,900*. End unit loft offers 1977 sq ft, vaulted ceilings, 
generous open concept plan with lovely standard features to please. 
*Builder bonus for upgrades, call for details. Exclusive.

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
519-669-2772

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

854 SQ. FT. AVAILABLE IN DOWNTOWN ELMIRA – Park Street East. Former dental 
office. Ideal for medical related business or office space. Some parking & basement 
storage available. MLS.

$725/month

SPACE FOR LEASE 

“CHARACTER” GALORE in this quaint home backing to Mill Race in Hawkesville. 3+ 
bdrms. Formal LR/DR and eat-in kitchen. Main flr. family room w/walkout to a deck. 
Office in lower level w/separate entry. Zoning will allow for some commercial uses. MLS.

$279,900

GEDDES ST., HAWKESVILLE 

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.

Wishing You A 
Safe & Happy
Holiday Season

From the Team at:

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

LISTINGS NEEDED Call Dale Today!  519-500-1865

NEW LISTING - DRAYTON | $279,500
2 Storey, 3 BDRM, 2 Bth yellow brick on a large yard. High ceilings, 
original wood trim, new furnace, and more. MLS Call Dale.

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

Your referrals are appreciated!

$269,900 Elmira starter home with recent updates offers 3 
bedrooms, renovated bathroom, rec room with fireplace and walk-up to side yard, 
kitchen/dinette with bay window, nice front porch, new garden shed and 
driveway. MLS. Call Bert to view.

FREE Market Evaluation
NEW

LISTING!

A SONG FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Lily Thompson, 8, visited the residents at Chartwell/Chateau Gardens Long Term Care facility 
on Dec. 7 with the John Mahood Public School Choir. Here, Lily took a moment to visit with 
her great-great-grandmother, Mary Drexler, 99, who is a new resident at the facility and 
was in the audience to hear the school choir sing Christmas classics like, “Let it Snow,” 
“Deck the Halls” and more. [SUBMITTED]
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BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
967 St. David Street, North

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

 M-W: 8-6, T-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art 
Sharpening MachineSharpening Machine

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.

Call someone you 
can trust.

Call Cindy.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104
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SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

Snow Clearing & Removal Snow Clearing & Removal | | 

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Lawn MainLawn Mainttenance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

enance Programs  enance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  Spring Clean-up  Spring Clean-up  Lawn MainLawn MainLawn MainLawn Mainttenance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

OUTDOOR SERVICES

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca
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Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca



28 | LIVING HERE THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2015

LIVING HERE
HOME LIFE / A PASSION FOR THE SEASON

WE ARE SO EXCITED – 
there will be two extra 
stockings hanging on our 
mantle this year. It has 
been awhile since my mom 
and her fabulous hubby 
have been home for the 
holidays. Our kids are 
especially excited to have 
their grandparents home to 
share Christmas memories. 

My mom always did a 
great job spreading Christ-
mas cheer. Homemade 
cookies, eggnog ... she was 
never afraid to try a new 
recipe. Entertaining was 
a joy she shared with her 
friends and family. 

I didn’t realize it back 
then but it definitely influ-
enced my inner entertain-
er. I started my first recipe 
box when I was 14 while 
babysitting. I still have 
that little grey box and use 
those recipes often. Even 
the icing for our cakes is 
from those very early years. 

The love of making ap-
petizers and cocktail par-
ties still makes me smile no 
matter how many parties 
we are called for during the 
holiday season. Especially 
when we share all of our 
new chutneys, cheeses and 
breakfast casseroles. 

My mom always made 
the Christmas Wife Saver 
Casserole. This is a great 

The perfect 
dish to have 
ready for 
Christmas 
morning

CHEF’S TABLE | 30

Marilyn Hartung is serious about decorating before welcoming friends and family in for a visit

mother. Every year, her 
family decorated to the 
rafters.

“My mother always 
decorated,” she said, add-
ing that the holiday holds 
something special for her. 
“She would decorate the 
house and I’ve always loved 

Christmas. There is some-
thing that just inspires 
me and once I start, I just 
can’t stop. I am addicted to 
Christmas.”

Making your way 
through the living room, 
guests are in for a treat in 
more ways than one. The 

Victorian-themed dining 
room invites tour guests 
to take a seat and munch 
on some of the traditional 
sweets and snacks from 
the early 20th century, in-
cluding nuts, clementines, 
ribbon candy and much, 
much more. The small tree, 

tucked in the corner of the 
dining area is covered and 
surrounded by homemade 
chatchkies, some made by 
her mother, some by her 
sisters. 

“The whole table is from 
1914,” she said, mention-
ing the plum pudding, 
wick cutters, turtle soup, 
oil lamps and mince pies. 
“This is what they did 
when Queen Victoria 
reigned. The pudding was 
always stirred from east to 
west, because that is the 
way the wise men came. 
There would be fruit, lots 
of fruit. Especially pine-
apple – if you have a pine-
apple, that means welcome 
and good luck.”

The house is welcom-
ing, and welcome Hartung 
does. She gives private 
tours for friends and local 
groups to come and share 
in her hard work and dedi-
cation to the Christmas 
holiday, with decorations 
on every surface. 

“I want to extend the love 
of Christmas to my friends 
and the different groups I 
am in,” she said during a 
tour of her home. “I have 
high tea with the girls, I 
volunteer at the theatre, 
and I have church people. 
I just want them to come 
and see the house and do-
nate to the food bank.”

When guests are greeted 
at the door, there is a large 
box that fills up more than 
once before the holiday 
season is over. Whether it 
is canned goods or a little 
bit of cash, it all goes to the 
local food bank. 

“Last year, we took in 
four big boxes and money,” 
she said. “It gets people in 
the spirit.”

CHEF’S TABLE/ 
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

LIZ BEVAN

WHEN YOU WALK UP to 
Marilyn Hartung’s Welles-
ley home you feel as though 
you have been transported 
to a Christmas wonderland, 
even without any snow on 
the ground. 

Coming up the front 
walkway, you are greeted by 
garlands, Christmas deer, 
lights, carols and more. She 
begins the decorating pro-
cess weeks in advance, and 
says she just decorates how-
ever the mood strikes her. 
One highlight of the tour 
around her festive holiday 
home is the Elvis room. The 
King of rock ‘n’ roll is look-
ing down on visitors, seem-
ingly wishing them a Merry 
Christmas, while a themed 
Christmas tree rotates in 
the background, carrying a 
large selection of Elvis or-
naments and you can even 
spot a pair of glasses with 
those signature side burns 
attached. Part of the display 
stays up all year round.

“I just love Elvis. There 
is more in the attic. I need 
another room,” she said, 
adding that professional 
Elvis impersonators have 
been through her house 
to share in her love for the 
hip-gyrating legend. “There 
is just everything that I 
have collected over the 
years. Anybody that comes 
in, especially the men, they 
have to try on the Elvis 
glasses with the sideburns. 
My husband isn’t as crazy 
about him as I am. Now, the 
tree is all Elvis ornaments, 
and some of them play (his 
hits).”

Her inspiration for go-
ing all out on decorations 
in her home is Hartung’s 

Marilyn Hartung’s Bamberg home displays her fondness for Christmas decorating. Her dining room, for instance, is decked out in a Victorian 
theme, reflecting the holidays as they were a century ago. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Very much in the spirit of Christmas

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON
www.leroysautocare.net

Looking for a  
last minute gift idea? 
Leroy’s Auto Care has gifts cards! Available 
in any denomination, get that hard-to-buy 
for person on your list something they 
will actually use! – Shavonne

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St .  E. ,  E lmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Se

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

DECEMBER 17

ELMIRA LIONS BINGO - Doors open at 6 p.m., 
starts 7 p.m. sharp. Lions Hall Elmira. For more 
information call 519-500-1434.

HUGS AT ST. PAUL’S First Lutheran Church in 
Wellesley  from 9:30-11 a.m. Topic: wee hands 
talking, teaching sign language to toddlers. Parents 
and children age 0-5 are welcome to attend. Call 
Heidi  519-664-3794, ext. 237 for more information.

DECEMBER 19

ST. CLEMENTS FIRE DEPARTMENT Santa Claus 
parade toy drive; 12 p.m. Give the gift of Joy 
this holiday season by sponsoring a Christmas  
hamper! St. Clements Fire Department will be 
collecting new, unwrapped toys during the Santa 
Claus Parade! All toys collected will be donated 
to Wilmot Family Resource Centre who makes 
hampers for families in need in the Wellesley and 
Wilmot area. Help us spread a holiday smile!

COMPUTER LESSONS FOR PEOPLE 55+ starting Jan. 
5 in Elmira and first week of January in Breslau. 
For more information call Woolwich Seniors 
Centre, 519-669-5044.

DECEMBER 21

LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE 7 p.m., Wellesley 
Mennonite Church, 157 David St., Wellesley. 

Christmas can be a painful time for some. Come 
join with us in sharing and hearing prayers, 
scripture and music that acknowledge that God’s 
presence is for those who mourn, for those who 
struggle and that God’s word comes to shine light 
into darkness. 

DECEMBER 23

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.), Linwood Community Centre, 5279 
Ament Line, Linwood. Cost: $11. Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us for a hot noonday 
meal, fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-
664-1900 or toll free at 1-855-664-1900 for more 
information.

JANUARY 10

HUNGRYMAN’S BREAKFAST HOSTED BY the Elmira 
Sugar Kings. Elmira Legion, 11 First St. E., Elmira; 
8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Adults $6; 6-10 yrs $3; 5 & under 
Free. All you can eat.

 JANUARY 13

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors 
open at 11:30 a.m.). Calvary United Church, 48 
Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs. Cost: $11. Community 
Care Concepts invites you to join us for a hot 
noonday meal, fellowship and entertainment. Call 
519-664-1900 for more information. 

JANUARY 14

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon. Breslau Community 
Centre, 100 Andover Dr., Breslau. Cost: $6. Join us 
for a noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call 
Community Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 or toll 
free at 1-855-664-1900 for more information. 

JANUARY 20 

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open at 11:30 
a.m.). Wellesley Community Centre, 1000 Maple 
Leaf St., Wellesley. Cost $6. Join us for a noonday 
light lunch and fellowship. Call Community Care 
Concepts at 519-664-1900 or toll free at 1-855-664-
1900 for more information. 

JANUARY 25

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open at 
11:30 a.m.). Woolwich Memorial Centre, 24 Snyder 
Ave. S., Elmira (community room). Cost $6. Join 
us for a noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call 
Community Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 for 
more information.

JANUARY 27

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB (DOORS open at 11:30 a.m.). 
Wellesley Community Centre, 1000 Maple Leaf 
St., Wellesley. Cost $6. Join us for a noonday 
light lunch and fellowship. Call Community Care 
Concepts at 519-664-1900 or toll free at 1-855-664-
1900 for more information. 

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Sunday School 9:45am
Worship Service 11:00am

Hopping Thursdays
7-8:30pm

www.elmiracommunity.org
18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Christmas Eve
5 pm at Park Manor School

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Christmas Eve 
Services:
5:00 PM & 7:00 PM

Sunday, December 20th
9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

Reflections on “Elf”

Christmas 
    MoviesAT
THE

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

The Loving Gift

Sun., December 20th

11:00 am

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy  58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Dec. 24, 7pm Service of Lessons & Carols

Fourth Sunday of 
Advent: 

Freedom Bound

elmiraemmanuel.com 

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

The Book of Revelation
verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter

CALVARY CHAPEL

500 Northfield Dr. West, Waterloo  •  226-234-8384

Sunday Service 6:00 pm
meets at All Saints 
Anglican Church



30 | LIVING HERE THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2015

matter against the cranium. 
Some 35 years earlier, neu-
rologist John Lorber wrote 
about a similar case in which 
a patient with an IQ of 126 
and honors in mathematics 
showed “virtually no brain.” 
In fact, the brain was incred-
ibly thin–up to 75% smaller 
than normal.

Lorber has studied more 
than 600 such patients, 
many of whom were dis-
abled, though others had IQs 
over 100. As Adler concludes, 
“It just goes to show that the 
brain has an amazing power 
to rebound from slow-evolv-
ing injuries. In other words, 
gray matter matters.”

ACROSS
1. Bouquet
5. “The Hobbit” hero 
Baggins
10. Enthusiasm
15. Yours truly
16. Make sense, with “up”
18. Merlin, e.g.
19. Codeine source
20. “A likely story!”
22. Blast
24. Word before large
25. “Who cares?”
26. Gray, in a way
27. ___ Khan
28. “... happily ___ after”
30. Be in a cast
32. ICQ
33. Big Indian
35. Big-ticket ___
37. Bet
39. “Life ___ We Know It”
40. Stylish
41. #26 of 26

43. Convincingly
45. Flight data, briefly
46. Gift-tag word
47. Zoologist Fossey
48. “___ on Down the 
Road”
51. Fingerboard ridge
52. Coif
53. Very dry, as wine
54. Trig function
55. Artist Chagall
56. Conversation starter
57. Mouthful
58. Whisk
59. Back
60. Hansen’s disease
61. Moistly
62. Nobelium
64. “___ the fields we 
go”
65. Door feature
66. North American 
country
67. ___ de deux

69. Kind of child
71. Send to the canvas
DOWN
1. Ethiopian language
2. 40th President of the 
U.S.
3. Milliampere
4. Carpenter’s tool
6. “The coast __ clear”
7. Grassy area
8. ___ carotene
9. Beaver State
10. Baby’s first word, 
maybe
11. Astir
12. Thailand, once
13. Big jerk
14. Harbingers
17. Ray of the Kinks
21. “The ___” (Uris 
novel)
23. Darling
25. Funnyman
29. Odd-numbered page

31. Obviously
32. Doing nothing
34. Montezuma, e.g.
36. Bossy remark?
38. Tagged player
42. “Have some”
44. Marina sight
45. Mistakenly
49. Dirty
50. Catch sight of
51. Cigarette
52. Pickpocket, in slang
53. Greyhound, e.g.
55. Fold, spindle or 
mutilate
56. That man
57. ‘Monopoly’ square
58. You and I
63. Eyes, poetically
64. ___ or about
65. Mattress filler
68. Santa ___, Calif.
70. Rocky Balboa’s 
greeting

Controlling weight gain is not just about what you eat, but when you eat it

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES
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Apple 
Cranberry 
Pecan Bread 
Pudding 
5 large eggs
2 cups 10% cream
1/4 cup sugar
1/3 cup maple syrup
1 Tbsp. vanilla
1 pkg. of cinnamon bread
1 Granny Smith apple, peeled 
and sliced
1/4 cup frozen or fresh cran-
berries

way to make your Christ-
mas morning relaxing 
instead of being in the 
kitchen. This pan sits in the 
fridge overnight and can be 
put in the oven before the 
presents are opened. We 
have a few versions in our 
store including ham and 
brie with roasted apple, 
pecan crusted bread pud-
ding and apple cranberry. 
Serve it with local maple 
syrup and bacon or sausage 
and enjoy the moments 
and creating memories. In 
the end that is what makes 
life rich and happy. Merry 
Christmas!

CHEF’S TABLE: Less time in the kitchen, more time together

Topping:
1/4 cup chopped pecans
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup all purpose flour
1/4 cup butter
Combine until crumbled 

Spray spring form pan 
and line with parchment 
paper. Slice cinnamon 
buns, and layer in the pan.

Whisk eggs and sugar to-
gether, add the cream and 
maple syrup, whisk until 
combined. Pour the cus-
tard mix over the breads, 
allow to stand for 1 hour or 
in fridge over night. 

Top with apples, cran-

FROM | 28

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. 
We have got you started with a few numbers already placed in the boxes.

berries and pecan streusel. 
Bake in oven at 350 F 

until puffy and golden for 
about an hour.

Let stand, serve warm 
with local maple syrup.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

Q. How was the myth of 
three square meals a day 
revealed, and why might 
this matter?

A. In a study of people’s 
daily eating patterns, 156 
volunteers in the San Diego 
area were asked to use their 
smartphone to take time-
stamped pictures of their 
food and drinks for three 
weeks, says Tina Hesman 
Saey in “Science News” 
magazine. Contrary to the 
three-meal-a-day myth, 
people actually eat almost 
constantly for about 15 hours 
a day, nearly all of their 
waking hours. Circadian 

biologist Satchidananda 
Panda and his colleague 
Shubhroz Gill found that 
people started eating one 
and a half hours after awak-
ening and finished a couple 
of hours before bedtime, 
with about 25% of calories 
consumed before noon and 
37.5% after 6 p.m.

Why is this significant? 
According to physiolo-
gist Kenneth Wright, that 
pattern may contribute to 
weight gain. “For instance, 
sleep-deprived people tend 
to eat more in the evening, 
and that eating pattern 
has been associated with 
gaining weight.” In another 
study, eight overweight 
participants who ate at least 
14 hours a day were asked to 
restrict their eating to just 
10 hours, with no change in 
diet or lifestyle. After about 

four months, they had lost 
an average of 7.2 pounds 
and reported sleeping bet-
ter and having more energy.

Though further research 
is necessary, the take-away 
for now, says Panda, is that 
changing WHEN people 
eat is easier than changing 
what they eat.
Q. You may not be a 
dog-whisperer, but how 
is technology aiding in 
the care of your canine 
companion?
A. A “Fitbit for dogs” 
named Whistle is a round 
collar tag that uses an ac-
celerometer to track “how 
much exercise a dog should 
get based on its breed, age 
and size and allows owners 
to track medication and log 
meals.” All data are then 
sent to a smartphone app, 
says Ellen Lee in “IEEE 

Spectrum” magazine. For 
example, the owners of 
3-month-old puppy Sara 
were warned that she had 
exceeded her target exercise 
by 30 minutes and had they 
acted immediately, they 
might have averted a messy 
cleanup from Sara tearing 
apart her pee pad and rip-
ping up her bed. 

In another case, Whistle 
indicated that a dog was un-
usually sluggish, whereupon 
a visit to the vet let the owner 
know that her dog had been 
bitten by a snake. Recently, 
Whistle Labs acquired cel-
lular and GPS technology to 
track a dog’s location on a 
map and to alert the owner 
via a text message or email 
of its whereabouts.

As for cats, the Lab has 
yet to come up with a suit-
able design. Concludes Lee, 

“Somehow it seems ap-
propriate that felines may 
be the last resistors in our 
march toward an always 
connected, wearable world.”
Q. When the 44-year-old 
guy came into a French 
hospital complaining of 
a weak leg, what did the 
docs find? More impor-
tantly, what DIDN’T they 
find?
A. It was 2007 and Dr. Lio-
nel Feuillet ordered up both 
a CT scan and an MRI, trying 
to determine the cause of the 
problem, says Emma Adler 
in “Mental Floss” magazine. 
Shockingly, it appeared “the 
man didn’t have a brain,” 
or not much of one. As it 
turned out, he had hydro-
cephalus, where for un-
known reasons the cerebro-
spinal fluid fills chambers in 
the brain and squashes brain 

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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 CYAN,  MAGENTA,  YELLOW,  BLACK

CVO Chatham Voice

DUW Durham Wheels

WOO Elmira Woolwich Observer

HBH Haliburton Highlander

SNL Sudbury Northern Life

Wise customers read the fine print: †, ◊, •, Ω, �, ††, �, ‡, », ≈, *, § The Be Your Own Santa offers are limited time offers which apply to retail deliveries of selected in-stock new and unused models purchased/leased from participating retailers on or after December 1, 2015. Offers subject to change and may be extended or changed without notice. All pricing includes 
freight ($1,745), air-conditioning charge (if applicable), tire levy and OMVIC fee. Pricing excludes licence, insurance, registration, any retailer administration fees, other retailer charges and other applicable fees and taxes. Financing and lease offers available to qualified customers on approved credit. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Retailer may sell for less. †0% 
purchase financing for up to 72 months available on select new 2016 models to qualified customers on approved credit through RBC, Scotiabank and TD Auto Finance. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Examples: 2016 Ram 1500 Quad Cab SXT 4x4 (25A+AGR)/2016 Cherokee North 4x4 (26J+ADE+AFB+RC3)/2016 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT (29E)/2016 Dodge 
Journey SXT (29E) with a Purchase Price of $29,368/$33,038/$26,323/$27,850 with a $0 down payment, financed at 0% for 60/72/72/36 months equals 130/156/156/78 bi-weekly payments of $226/$212/$169/$357 with a cost of borrowing of $0 and a total obligation of $29,368/$33,038/$26,323/$27,850. ◊$10,000 in Total Discounts is available on new 2016 
Ram 1500 models (excluding Reg Cab) and consists of $7,500 in Consumer Cash Discounts, $1,500 in Ram Truck Loyalty/Conquest Bonus Cash and $1,000 Holiday Bonus Cash. See your retailer for complete details. •Up to $1,000 Holiday Bonus Cash is available until December 31, 2015, on most new 2016 Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram and FIAT models excluding the 
following: 2016 Chrysler 200, Dodge Grand Caravan CVP, Journey CVP/SE Plus, Durango, Charger SRT Hellcat, Challenger SRT Hellcat, Viper and Jeep Grand Cherokee models. Bonus Cash will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. See your retailer for complete details. ΩFinance Pull-Ahead Bonus Cash and 1% Rate Reduction is available to eligible customers 
on the retail purchase of select 2015/2016 Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram or FIAT models at participating retailers. LIMITED TIME OFFER. Finance Pull-Ahead Bonus Cash will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. 1% Rate Reduction applies on approved credit to most qualifying subvented financing transactions through RBC, TD Auto Finance & Scotiabank. 1% 
rate reduction cannot be used to reduce the final interest rate below 0%. Eligible customers include all original and current owners of a Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram or FIAT model with an eligible standard/subvented finance or lease contract maturing after January 1, 2015. Trade-in not required. See retailer for complete details and exclusions. �3.49% purchase financing for 

up to 96 months available on select new 2015/2016 models through RBC, Scotiabank and TD Auto Finance. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Examples: 2016 Ram 1500 Quad Cab SXT 4x4 (25A+AGR)/2016 Jeep Cherokee Sport FWD (24A) with a Purchase Price of $29,368/$25,675 with a $998/$0 down payment, 
financed at 3.49% for 96 months equals 208 bi-weekly payments of $157/$142 with a cost of borrowing of $4,185/$3,788 and a total obligation of $33,553.47/$29,462.88. ††2.99% purchase financing for up to 96 months available on select new 2016 models through RBC, Scotiabank and TD Auto Finance. Retailer order/
trade may be necessary. Example: 2016 Cherokee North 4x4 (26J+ADE+AFB+RC3) with a Purchase Price of $33,038 with a $0 down payment, financed at 2.99% for 96 months equals 208 bi-weekly payments of $179 with a cost of borrowing of $4,150 and a total obligation of $37,187.67. �Save the Freight offer applies 
to specially marked 2016 Jeep Cherokee North 4x4 (26J+ADE+AFB+RC3) and 2016 Jeep Cherokee Limited 4x4 (26G+AFF+AHT+RC3) models only. Offer available at participating Ontario retailers, while quantities last. ‡3.99% purchase financing for up to 96 months available on select new 2016 models through RBC, 
Scotiabank and TD Auto Finance. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Examples: 2016 Dodge Grand Caravan Canada Value Package (29E)/2016 Dodge Journey Canada Value Package (22F) with a Purchase Price of $20,995/$20,150 with a $0 down payment, financed at 3.99% for 96 months equals 208 bi-weekly 
payments of $118/$113 with a cost of borrowing of $3,563/$3,420 and a total obligation of $24,558.35/$23,569.94. »$1,500 Ram Truck Loyalty/Conquest/Skilled Trades Bonus Cash is available on the retail purchase/lease of 2015/2016 Ram 1500 (excludes Regular Cab), 2014/2015/2016 Ram 2500/3500/Cab & 
Chassis, or 2015 Ram Cargo Van and is deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. Eligible customers include: 1. Current owners/lessees of a Dodge or Ram Pickup Truck or Large Van or any other manufacturer’s Pickup Truck or Large Van. The vehicle must have been owned/leased by the eligible customer and registered 
in their name on or before December 1, 2015. Proof of ownership/lease agreement will be required. 2. Customers who are skilled tradesmen or are acquiring a skilled trade. This includes Licensed Tradesmen, Certified Journeymen or customers who have completed Apprenticeship Certification. A copy of the Trade Licence/
Certification required. 3. Customers who are Baeumler Approved service providers. Proof of membership is required. Limit one $1,500 bonus cash offer per eligible truck transaction. Some conditions apply. See your retailer for complete details. ≈Non-prime financing available on select models on approved credit. 6.99% financing 
available on select 2015/2016 models. Financing example: 2016 Dodge Grand Caravan Canada Value Package with a Purchase Price of $20,995 financed at 6.99% over 84 months, equals 182 bi-weekly payments of $146 with a cost of borrowing of $5,614 and a total finance obligation of $26,608.53. Some conditions 
apply. See your retailer for complete details. *Consumer Cash Discounts are deducted from the negotiated price before taxes. §Starting From Prices for vehicles shown include Consumer Cash Discounts and do not include upgrades (e.g., paint). Upgrades available for additional cost. ∞Based on 2014 Ward’s Middle Cross Utility 
segmentation. ^Based on IHS Automotive: Polk Canadian Vehicles in Operation data available as of July, 2014 for Crossover Segments as defined by FCA Canada Inc. ®Jeep is a registered trademark of FCA US LLC used under license by FCA Canada Inc. TMThe SiriusXM logo is a registered trademark of SiriusXM Satellite Radio Inc.
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BE YOUR OWN SANTA

PULL-AHEAD
BONUS
CASH 1%+ RATE

REDUCTION

EXCLUSIVE TO OUR EXISTING FINANCE AND LEASE CUSTOMERS.

Ω

ON SELECT MODELS 

BONUS
CASH
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ON MOST 

BONUS
HOLIDAY

ON UNTIL DECEMBER 31 2016 MODELS

$10,000
TOTAL DISCOUNTS UP TO

+0FOR
UP TO

72
MONTHS

ON SELECT 2016 MODELS 

%†

Starting From Price for 
2016 Dodge Grand Caravan 

Crew shown: $31,640.§ 

Starting From Price for 
2016 Dodge Journey Crossroad shown: $32,140.§ 

Starting From Price for 
2016 Ram 1500 Sport with 

Performance Hood shown: $42,135.§ 

2016 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SXT 4X4

2016 DODGE JOURNEY CANADA VALUE PACKAGE
CANADA’S FAVOURITE CROSSOVER^

0%
FINANCING†

FOR 60 MONTHS

OR OR
GET 

@  3.49%$157
FOR 96 MONTHS 

WITH $998 DOWN
BI-WEEKLY 

FINANCING�

$19
MORE  BI-WEEKLY

STEP UP TO CREW 
SXT 4X4 FOR ONLY

0%
FINANCING†

FOR 72 MONTHS
ON OUR MOST POPULAR MODELS

OR OR
GET 

@  3.99%$118
FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN

BI-WEEKLY 
FINANCING‡

$19
MORE  BI-WEEKLY

STEP UP TO THE 
SXT FOR ONLY

 Your local retailer may charge additional fees for administration/pre-delivery that can range from $0 to 
$1,098 and anti-theft/safety products that can range from $0 to $1,298. Charges may vary by retailer.

REBUILDING YOUR CREDIT? NON-PRIME RATES FROM ONLY 6.99% OAC≈

@  3.99%$113
FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN

BI-WEEKLY 
FINANCING‡

OR 
GET 0%

FINANCING†

FOR 36 MONTHS
ON OUR MOST POPULAR MODELS

2016 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CANADA VALUE PACKAGE 
CANADA’S BEST-SELLING MINIVAN FOR MORE THAN 31 YEARS

Starting From 
Price for 2016 Jeep Cherokee Limited shown: $34,540.§ 

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE SPORT FWD 
BEST-IN-CLASS CAPABILITY∞ 0%

FINANCING†

FOR 72 MONTHS
ON OUR MOST 

POPULAR MODELS

STEP
UP TO

OR
GET 

@  @  3.49% 2.99%
$142

$179
FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN

FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN

BI-WEEKLY 
FINANCING�

BI-WEEKLY 
FINANCING††

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE NORTH 4X4

+ SAVE THE FREIGHT!� 
LIMITED QUANTITIES AVAILABLE

◊

WARNING: This proof is delivered on the condition that it be carefully inspected before going any 
further in the production cycle. Optic Nerve’s responsibility is limited to making corrections and/or 
replacing defective files. This file may not be reduced, enlarged or changed in any manner without 
obtaining written approval from The Publicis Group of Companies.   [REF: PB-D]

NOTE: For emergency inquiries outside our normal business hours, including statutory holidays 
(M-F, 9:00am-10:00pm EST), please direct emails to optic911@optnerve.com
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Give the Gift
of HOME

DONATE
TODAY!

Construction 
Spring 2016
We need your help so 
we can start construction 
on time. Region funding 
will be available in early 
2016, and we’re taking all 
the steps necessary so we 
will be ready to break 
ground in Spring.

Downtown Elmira
Being located in the core enriches residents’ 
lives while adding to the vibrancy of the area:

• Walking distance to retail businesses

• One block from bus stop

• Next to Woolwich Community Services

• Access to thrift shop and foodbank

A Place to Call HOME
This project enables people to stay in our 
community so they can maintain their existing 
relationships while developing new ones. 
It avoids placing our most vulnerable 
community members in situations of isolation.

Staying in Elmira also lessens the burden for 
families, knowing that their loved ones’ 
housing needs are being met locally.

Dan Driedger
Executive Director

ddriedger@mennohomes.com
226-476-2535

202 - 50 Kent Ave.
Kitchener ON, N2G 3R1 CRA # 86304 7015 R0001

www.mennohomes.com

Help us create new barrier-free affordable 
rental housing in Elmira. DONATE TODAY.

CONTAC T US TO DONATE:

Local fundraising 
committee members: 
Brad Martin, Naomi Freiburger, Dan Driedger, 
Vi Radcliffe, Grant Bauman, Linda Palmer, 
Ken Martin, Gloria Martin

Barrier free: 
• Accessible without steps 
• Elevator to all floors 
• Wide doors 
• Several units have step-in showers

THURSDAY DECEMBER 17TH 

UNTIL SUNDAY DECEMBER 20TH
THURS/FRI 9AM -  9PM
SATURDAY  9AM -  6PM
SUNDAY   11AM -  5PM 

DOOR BUSTERSDOOR BUSTERSDOOR BUSTERS
DECEMBER

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

97¢
plus
no 

tax!

      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

15 YEAR WARRANTY

IN STOCK

$137      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

15 YEAR WARRANTY

IN STOCK

$57      EACH

199199199199199199199199199199199

12’ X 12’

IN STOCK

canadian
made

plus
no 

tax!
plus
no 

tax!

$267      PER SQ FT

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

HARDWOOD - HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

$297      PER SQ FT

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

CLICK ENGINEERED

IN STOCK

$337      PER SQ FT

REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

CLICK ENGINEERED

IN STOCK

canadian
made

canadian
made

canadian
made

HEAVY
BERBER

SOLID CHERRY 
OR HARD MAPLE

FRIEZE
CARPET

MAPLE
HARDWOOD

 CARPET 
REMNANTS

HICKORY 
HARDWOOD

3/4”
thick

3/4”
thick

2 
stains 
avail!

77¢      PER SQ FT

REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

16” X 16”

IN STOCK

97¢      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

4” X 8”

IN STOCK

$497      PER SQ FT

REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

PORCELAIN 
TILE

SHOWER 
WALL TILES

ALL-GLASS 
BACKSPLASH

$57 EACH

OVER 1000 IN STOCK!

5x8 FROM

HUGE SELECTION
AREA RUGS

$147      PER SQ FT

REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

LUXURIOUS!

IN STOCK

CLICK VINYL 
PLANKS

100%
water
proof

97¢      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

LUXURIOUS!

IN STOCK

VINYL 
PLANKS

100%
water
proof
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97¢
hot 
deal!

      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

WALNUT OR OAK

IN STOCK

$137      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

AC4 COMMERCIAL

IN STOCK

      PER SQ FT

REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

hot 
deal!

12.3 
mm 

thick

CLICK
LAMINATE LAMINATE

HANDSCRAPED
LAMINATE

$147

when hope is most needed,” 
she said. “It is the season 
when we are longing for 
the light to burst through. 
It is the promise that light 
is coming. After the longest 
night, the days are getting 
brighter again and we live 
in that cycle of loss and new 
life. It doesn’t have to define 
us. Light will come again.”

To help bring that light 
forward, Carter, along with 
her associate and commu-
nity pastors, will be lighting 
symbolic candles during the 
service, representing the 
different kinds of pain indi-
viduals can take on during 
the holiday season.

food. And I thought ‘wow, 
that really does happen.’ 
That’s when we sought 
out some funding and 
then started the Lunch 
Crunch program and it 
was very successful from 
day one and meeting a lot 
of family needs,” Christie 
said.

She says kids can’t go 
home for lunch breaks 
anymore so they need 
to pack enough food for 
their lunch and two nutri-
tion breaks. WCS looked 
at the Canada Food Guide 
and decided each child 

“We light the first candle 
in memory of the people we 
have lost through death, we 
remember them by name, in 
our hearts, or out loud. Then 
we light another one asking 
for deliverance from pain and 
loss and all the losses that 
we face that bring sadness 
and darkness into our lives at 
this time of year. It could be 
the loss of relationship, the 
loss of health, job, financial 
security,” she said. “We light 
a third candle for ourselves, 
offering up to God our past, 
regrets, and sorrow, times of 
mourning and difficult mem-
ories. We light the fourth can-
dle as a symbol of promise 
and comfort and hope.”

partaking in the Lunch 
Crunch program would 
get two fruit servings, one 
vegetable serving, one 
grain and a protein for 
their lunch.

“There’s a difference 
between serving your sup-
per meal and what you’re 
going to take to school in 
your lunch. If they didn’t 
have any bread, nothing 
for a sandwich, that kind 
of thing, it was just a chal-
lenge, as they didn’t have 
lunch, something they 
could send. Maybe they 
didn’t have a thermos for 
the soup,” Christie ex-

Those attending the ser-
vice are also invited to light a 
tea light candle to recognize 
their own individual strug-
gles and burdens.

“It is a quiet evening of 
reflection and being atten-
tive to those things that stir 
within us this time of year, 
that we tend to spend not a 
lot of time paying attentions 
to,” she said. “When we slow 
down and it’s quiet, [the 
pain] is there and the healing 
happens.”

The service begins at 7 
p.m. on the evening of Dec. 
21, and will take place at the 
Wellesley Mennonite Church 
at Gerber Road and David 
Street in Wellesley.

plains why some parents 
struggled to send their 
kids to school with proper 
lunches.

She notes some kids 
might not eat the broc-
coli or cauliflower pro-
vided to them through the 
program for lunch, but 
if their parents put it in 
homemade soup or serve 
it with dinner, it doesn’t 
matter as long as they’re 
getting those vegetables 
somewhere.

“This is a program that 
families really appreciate. 
It’s really making a differ-
ence,” Christie said.

SOLSTICE: Not a great time of year for everyone

LUNCH: The key is offering proper nutrition
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