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CHRISTMAS
IN MARYHILL

STEVE KANNON

EMERGENCY RESPONDERS ON SCENE OF ELMIRA COLLISION

Two pickup trucks travelling eastbound on Church Street East in Elmira 
collided in wet, misty conditions Wednesday morning, bringing police 
and Elmira firefighters to the scene. [JOE MERLIHAN / THE OBSERVER]

BRESLAU RESIDENTS 
MADE ANOTHER push 
Tuesday night to save their 
community’s park as Wool-
wich council looked to clear 
the way for the sale of four 
acres to the Catholic school 
board.

Councillors eventually 
opted to put off the declara-
tion of the land as surplus – 
a technicality in the process 
– until next month. That 
will give the community at 
least two more meetings 
to push representatives to 

Breslau residents continue to push for reversal of park deal
Council puts off  decision on declaring parkland surplus until next month, giving people another chance for input

change their minds.
As it stands, the town-

ship appears ready to ac-
cept $1.75 million from the 
Waterloo Catholic District 
School Board in exchange 
for four acres of land adja-
cent to the community cen-
tre. The money would allow 
for upgrades to the park 
and community centre, as 
well as community access 
to new facilities, including 
a 5,000-square-foot library 
operated by the Region of 
Waterloo.

The plan also envisioned 
the construction of a new 

building that would pro-
vide washrooms, a conces-
sion stand and house the 
mechanical plant for a 
community-built splash 
pad. 

The plan to sell parkland 
to the school board has 
been a divisive issue since 
it was first made public ear-
lier this year. Opponents re-
main vocal, convinced the 
township is acting against 
the public’s interest.

For Breslau’s Julie Taylor, 
the park is an “oasis and 
peaceful retreat” that will 
be taken from residents if 

the school board deal goes 
ahead.

She contrasted current 
uses to the institutional 
setting that will be foisted 
on the people of Breslau 
should a school be built 
in the middle of the park. 
That would change the na-
ture of a park that is used 
by everyone, from toddlers 
to seniors, she argued.

With huge growth ex-
pected, it doesn’t make 
sense to do away with “the 
jewel in the heart of our 
community,” Taylor added.

“We’re considering re-

moving our central park 
even though we are going 
to have more people using 
it.

“Please think about pro-
tecting that land.”

Slicing up the park will 
lead to a loss of a sense of 
community, long-time resi-
dent Iva Mader told coun-
cillors, warning that “this 
can never be undone.”

The move would lead 
no room for expansion, 
including the possibility of 
an arena, as Breslau grows, 
she noted.

There is a sense, how-

ever, that council’s decision 
was a foregone conclusion, 
that the people wouldn’t be 
listened to.

“It was a done-deal right 
from the start.”

In pushing for council to 
reconsider, Elizabeth Sid-
dorn cited the Victoria Glen 
example in which public 
outcry caused council in 
2009 to back away from 
plans to sell parkland in 
Elmira.

“Parkland, no matter 
where it is, should never be 
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WITNESSES AT TODD 
COWAN’S trial last week 
testified at least three meals 
he claimed as township 
expenses never occurred 
with the parties the former 
Woolwich mayor listed on 
the receipts.

We won’t have a verdict 
until next year in Cowan’s  
trial as counsel asked for 
an additional date in order 
to do closing submissions. 
All the witnesses have been 
called and the earliest date 
they could get for Kitchener 
court was Feb. 29. It’s un-
clear if the judge will reach 
a verdict the same day.

Cowan will not testify. 
He has yet to speak in court 
except to plead not guilty to 
both charges of fraud and 
breach of trust.

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Michael Harris took 
the stand Nov. 26 in re-
gards to a receipt Cowan 
expensed for a meal he said 
was had with Harris at the 

Cowan trial on hold 
until February
After week in which witnesses refuted former mayor’s 
expense claims, closing arguments set for Feb. 29

2013 Association of Munici-
palities of Ontario confer-
ence in Ottawa.

Prosecutor Jennifer 
Caskie asked if he had con-
versations with Cowan at 
that conference.

“Oh I’m sure we did, ab-
solutely,” Harris said.

Caskie questioned Har-
ris about a receipt that 
Cowan had submitted as an 
expense claim for Aug. 17, 
2013 for $44.34. The receipt 
was for a meal of two pints 
of Labatt Blue beer, two 
pints of Budweiser beer, 
chicken quesadillas, and 

nachos. There was a hand-
written notation with the 
name, Harris.

“Did you have that meet-
ing with Mr. Cowan?” asked 
Caskie.

“I did not,” Harris replied.
She asked Harris about 

another meal receipt sub-
mitted by Cowan, this one 
for breakfast of $35.44.

“No I wasn’t even in Ot-
tawa at that time. I didn’t 
get there until Sunday,” 
Harris said.

She asked Harris if 
he ever had a meal with 
Cowan.

“I had breakfast one 
morning in the same res-
taurant, but not together. I 
don’t believe we ever dined 
together,” Harris said.

“I believe he was with his 
partner at the time, his girl-
friend,” Harris said.

Harris also noted there’s 
no mechanism for members 
of provincial parliament, 
like himself, to expense 

WHITNEY NEILSON

COWAN | 4

Todd Cowan [FILE PHOTO]

Monday, January 11, 2016

Full colour photo of your 
little one published in the  
January 14, 2016 edition.

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2015

BOOK EARLY!
Email photos & caption information to: 

ads@woolwichobserver.com
Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  Town
Parents Names

+hst
$40
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THE KIWANIS CLUB OF 
Elmira has collected more 
food donations than ever in 
this year’s Christmas sea-
son food drive. 

John Kendall, a member 
of the local organization, 
said they don’t have an 
exact total for the weight or 
number of items collected, 
but the donations filled 
the basement of Wool-
wich Community Services 
(WCS).

“We used to weigh how 
much we would collect, 
but I would say that it was 
north of 20,000 pounds. 
It is tough to estimate,” he 
said. “It is amazing. It is 
definitely the most we have 
ever collected. Year after 
year, it seems to increase.”

WCS’ Kelly Christie says 
the food will be used in the 
Christmas hampers dis-
tributed to area families in 
need. 

“(The drive) provides 
90 per cent of the food for 
the food hampers. It was a 
crazy amount of food,” she 
said, adding that leftover 
items get put on food bank 
shelves. “We are aiming 
for 160 hampers or more 
if people need them. Our 

SANTA CLAUS IS COMING 
to town on Saturday morn-
ing in a parade that is go-
ing to be bigger and better 
than last year.

Lyndon Zeigel, the Ki-
wanis Club’s parade orga-
nizer, says this is going to 
be the biggest Elmira Santa 
Claus parade yet, setting 
out at 10 a.m. sharp on 
Dec. 5.

“We are going to well 
exceed where we were at 
last year,” he said. “Every 
year seems to get bigger. 

Ho Ho Hold the traffic as Santa Claus parades into Elmira on Saturday morning
LIZ BEVAN So far, we have about 25 

groups, plus on top of that, 
we’ve got 10 bands this 
year. Normally the fire 
department and the police 
are involved. I would say 
that by the time we are 
done, we are going to have 
probably 48 to 50 items in 
the lineup ready to go on 
Saturday morning. On top 
of that, we still have our 
costume people and our 
banner carriers.”

Before jolly old St. Nick 
makes his appearance at 
the end of the lineup, some 
of the newer pieces of the 

parade include new bands 
visiting from other com-
munities, and the robotics 
club from Elmira District 
Secondary School.

“One (band) is from the 
K-W Navy League and we 
have a band that is coming 
from Guelph this year that 
we have never had before,” 
said Zeigel. “We have the 
robotics club, they are go-
ing to be bringing some 
kind of robot to hand out 
candy. We always get some-
thing a little different.”

Parade watchers will also 
have a better view of the 

fat man in red, this year, 
with downtown planning 
taking a bit of a different 
turn.

“Normally, we don’t 
close the roads,” he said, 
mentioning that Woolwich 
Township had a hand in 
changing the plans for this 
year. “We are going to have 
barricades up so there will 
be no parking in down-
town Elmira. So there will 
be more chances for the 
kids to stand right on the 
road, rather than stand-
ing between, or in front of, 
parked cars.”

Zeigel and the parad-
ers are expecting pleasant 
weather for this year’s 
event. With the forecast 
showing a morning of 
5-degree weather and some 
sun, he says that should 
translate into a few extra 
spectators.

“Last year, I wouldn’t be 
surprised if we had 800 to 
1,000 people downtown,’ 
he said. “We are always 
hoping for more. That al-
ways makes for a little bit 
of a bigger draw, when the 
weather is better.”

Canada Post workers 

will be walking the parade 
route as well, collecting let-
ters to Santa and sending 
them to the North Pole.

The parade starts right at 
10 a.m. on William Street 
in Elmira, will make a right 
hand turn down Arthur 
Street North and South, 
and then will take a left 
onto First Street East.

Other parades in the 
region include the St. Cle-
ments Santa Claus Parade 
on Dec. 19 at 1 p.m. and 
the Wellesley Christmas 
Thyme Parade on Dec. 11 at 
6:45 p.m.

Kiwanis food drive pulls 
in its biggest haul ever, 
helping to fill WCS 
Christmas hampers

LIZ BEVAN community always steps 
up. If there is too much, like 
we have 27 cans of some-
thing, then we will box it 
up to the food bank. That 
is the beauty of our agency, 
we run so many programs 
that nothing goes to waste.”

Kendall credits preplan-
ning and the horde of 
volunteers from hockey 
teams, groups from the 
high school, families and 
more for the success of the 
drive, which collected non-
perishable food items all 
over the township.

“There was about 247 
volunteers and I would say 
approximately 600 hours 
put in, in total,” he shared. 
“The volunteers, what is 
amazing about them is they 
are very happy to do it be-
cause it is a great cause. It 
takes a lot of organization.”

Kendall wants to thank 
those in the community 
who donated, and stressed 
the importance of work-
ing as a team to get the job 
done, supporting the less 
fortunate.

“Unfortunately, there is 
a need out there and WCS 
is an amazing organization 
with taking care of that,” he 
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The holiday 
is a time of 
need and 
of giving

WCS | 32

Joan Moyer and Kelly Christie show off some of the generous donations for the annual Christmas Goodwill program at Woolwich Community 
Services, which provides Christmas hampers to people in need. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

WHITNEY NEILSON

WHEN YOU’RE OUT 
CHECKING gifts off your 
Christmas list this week-
end, consider adding one 
more for a good cause. 

Woolwich Community 
Services’ Christmas Good-
will program runs until 
the end of next week, and 
they’re accepting dona-
tions at their location in 
Elmira, along with Home 
Hardware stores in Elmira, 
St. Jacobs and Linwood 
where wish trees are set up. 

The trees have stars 
hung on them with re-
quested items by families 
who’ll be receiving the 
Christmas hampers. Other 
businesses are accepting 
donations for the hampers 
too, including the Cross-
roads restaurant in Elmira.

They helped 162 families 
last year, which included 
444 people.

WCS director of commu-
nity support Kelly Christie 
says that was a little higher 
than normal.

“As of 2008 numbers had 
gone up; 2011 was a year 
where we gave the most. 
I’d say 150 is now our new 
norm. The need is still 
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Jim Schwindt – Chair

Ted Brough

Inga Rinne

Grace Sudden

Don Taylor

WOOLWICH
COMMUNITY FUND

Helping good people
do great things

November 25, 2015

Thank you for your past support in building a permanent legacy for our 
community. This past year we were able to support the following community 
initiatives:

• John Mahood Public School for new playground equipment

• Big Brothers/Big Sisters to expand their “Go Girls” which focusses on 
physical fitness for girls aged 12-14

• The Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony to perform concerts for young children 
at the Woolwich Memorial Centre

• Junior achievement to expand their leadership programmes in Woolwich 
public schools

All of these recipients are working to support the youth of Woolwich Township 
which is the focus of our efforts.

Our fund continues to grow under the careful financial management of The 
Kitchener and Waterloo Community Foundation and we know that it will 
provide much needed funding for our youth programmes always. With 
commitments from you and others in Woolwich our fund has grown to over 
$275,000 – well on the way to our current goal of $500,000.

Our mission statement is “helping good people do great things” and with 
your financial help the Woolwich Community Fund will play an increasingly 
significant role in supporting Woolwich youth.

Donations may be sent to:

  Woolwich Community Fund
 c/o The Kitchener and Waterloo Community Foundation
 29 King Street East
 Suite B
 Kitchener N2G 2K4.

Please consider contributing to this year’s campaign and we wish you all the 
best in 2016.

Sincerely,

Jim Schwindt
Chair

John Mahood Public School 
new playground equipment

Big Brothers/Big Sisters to 
expand their “Go Girls” which 
focusses on physical fitness 
for girls aged 12-14

Employees, construction workers, planners and township officials gathered at Heidelberg Foods in St. Jacobs on Nov. 25 for the official ground breaking on the company’s expansion. The 
construction project, which will add 12,000 square feet to the facility, is scheduled for completion next spring. [SUBMITTED]

Heidelberg Foods breaks ground on expansion of St. Jacobs plant
LIZ BEVAN

HEIDELBERG FOODS IS 
ON their way to nearly dou-
bling the size of their pro-
cessing plant in St. Jacobs. 

The fine food producer, 
owned by Markham’s 
Jevons Capital Group, has 
broken ground on a con-
struction project that will 
add 12,000 square feet to 
their processing plant. As 
well as adding square foot-
age, the company will also 
be taking on an estimated 
10 more employees, adding 
to the group of 30 workers 
already employed at the 
plant.

Ed Casey, managing 
director of operations at 
Jevons, says increased mar-
ket demand prompted the 
plan to nearly double the 
food processing facility and 
add to the employee base. 

“It is a specialty prod-
uct,” he said of Heidelberg 
Foods’ sausage, pepperoni, 
ham, bacon and salami 
products. “Everybody else 
seems to be getting away 
from the high-end meats 
and going to what I will call 
cheap and cheerful [prod-
ucts]. We have stuck with 
the original concept of a 
very high-quality product. 
There seems to be a lot of 
demand for that.”

The expansion will 
separate the ready-to-eat 
product processing from 
the raw food, streamlining 
production and allowing 
for a greater output at the 
St. Jacobs plant. 

“Food safety is an abso-
lute fundamental concern,” 
said Casey. “You can spend 
a lot of time and effort 

cleaning and swabbing 
things and disinfecting 
them, or you can do it as 
part of the process, and 
in this case, that means 
a physical separation be-
tween the raw and ready-
to-eat. This is to avoid 
cross-contamination. In-
stead of having a lot of peo-
ple spending a lot of time 

cleaning up, we are going to 
separate the two processes 
and spend a lot more time 
producing product, which 
is a very good thing.”

Spending more time pro-
ducing allows the company 
to look into taking on more 
products, while still main-
taining current levels of 
production.

“[It will let us] look at 
other products that are in 
the same line – line exten-

sions,” said Casey, adding 
that customers shouldn’t 
see a change in product and 
customer service during 
the $1.8-million expansion 
project. “We phased the 
construction so that we can 
keep up with our current 
customers throughout. We 
certainly hope that nobody 
notices anything.”

The project is scheduled, 
depending on weather, to 
be complete in the spring, 

and the company officially 
kicked off the construction 
with a ground-breaking 
ceremony on Nov. 25. Casey 
says the project would 
never have gotten to this 
point without the support 
of Woolwich Township and 
its residents.

“Woolwich is a perfect 
place,” he said. “St. Jacobs 
is a wonderful place to 
be doing this, right in the 
heart of Mennonite country 
with that old world style 
product and the quality 
that goes along with it. 
The township has been 
very helpful in getting 
us through the site plan 
and the approval stages of 
building permits and so 
on. They have been very 
supportive of what we are 
doing.”

The ground breaking was 
attended by all Heidelberg 
Foods workers, some of the 
construction workers and 
planners and suppliers.

“It went really well. It was 
a beautiful day for it,” said 
Casey.

Heidelberg Foods spe-
cializes in cured and fer-
mented deli meats, selling 
under their own name and 
the Noah Martin brand. 
They stock the shelves at 
Metro, Sobeys and Loblaws. 

For more information 
about Heidelberg Foods, 
visit their website at www.
heidelbergfoods.com.

meals of guests outside of 
the assembly. Cowan was 
granted a corporate credit 
card by the township when 
he was elected as mayor in 
2010, the first township em-
ployee to receive one.

In cross examination, 
defense attorney  Thomas 
Brock asked Harris about 
the dinner meal Cowan 
claimed he had with Harris.

“What did you do for 
dinner that night?” Brock 
asked.

“I believe I was with my 
wife,” Harris said, restating 
he didn’t arrive in Ottawa 
for the conference until 
Sunday, after the alleged 
meal between them had 
taken place on Saturday.

Ronald Earl Foster Eddy, 
mayor of Brant County, 
also testified in relation to 
a breakfast receipt Cowan 
had expensed.

Caskie asked Eddy when 
he’d been introduced to 
Cowan.

“I would say five years 
ago at a provincial Western 
Ontario municipalities 
conference in London, On-
tario,” Eddy said.

He said they interacted 
three or four times at most. 
He confirmed he was at the 

Association of Municipali-
ties of Ontario (AMO) con-
ference in 2013 because he’s 
on the board of directors.

Eddy described his in-
teractions with Cowan as 
“casual conversations.”

Caskie presented a re-
ceipt from Aug. 20, 2013 
for $61.37 that Cowan had 
submitted as an expense 
claim, with a handwritten 
notation that looked like R. 
Eddy. The meal was for two 
breakfast buffets at Daly’s 
in the Westin in Ottawa.

“Did you have that meal?” 
Caskie asked.

“I have no recollection 
of having had that meal,” 
Eddy answered.

When asked, Eddy said 
Cowan didn’t pay for any of 
Eddy’s meals at the confer-
ence.

Caskie asked if he had 
any recollection of having 
one on one meals with Cow-
an at the conference.

“No I do not,” Eddy said.
“When you say ‘I have 

no recollection of any par-
ticular dinner,’ in part that 
is due to the fact you meet 
so many people at these 
conferences. … Is that a fair 
assumption?” Brock asked 
in cross examination.

“Correct,” Eddy said.

Brock said just because 
Eddy doesn’t recall the 
breakfast doesn’t mean it 
didn’t happen for sure. 

“I’m not in the habit of 
attending breakfasts,” Eddy 
replied.

“If it represented a lunch 
or afternoon snack or din-
ner, it’s quite possible you 
could have recollected it?” 
Brock asked.

“I think I would have had 
recollected somewhat,” 
Eddy said.

Cowan was charged with 
fraud under $5,000 and 
breach of trust for double 
billing more than $2,700 in 
expenses to both the town-
ship and Region of Water-
loo, which he paid back 
once the issue was brought 
to light. The charges were 
laid on Feb. 6 after mem-
bers of the Ontario Provin-
cial Police Anti-Rackets 
Branch investigated the 
allegations.

There were six double 
reimbursements between 
January 2012 and February 
2014 found in the subse-
quent review.

The defense is seeking to 
prove there was no intent to 
double bill the two parties, 
rather it was poor book-
keeping on Cowan’s part. 

COWAN: Verdict on hold for a few months yet
FROM | 2
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POLICE BLOTTER
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10:44 PM | Wellington 
County OPP officers conducting 
a R.I.D.E. program on Wellington 
Road 39 saw a northbound 2005 
Mazda stop short of the R.I.D.E. 
program and turn around.  Police 
attempted to stop the car to 
check the sobriety of the driver.   
The vehicle quickly accelerated 
to avoid police and was eventu-
ally stopped on Elmira Road in 
Guelph.   The occupants were 
arrested and during the search, 
a firearm was found on the male 
driver along with ammunition.   
A bag was found in the car that 
contained tools which can be 
used to commit a break and 

Stuff a Cruiser campaign comes
to St. Jacobs next weekend
WITH THE HOLIDAY SEA-
SON in full tilt, Waterloo Re-
gional Police and auxiliary 
members are taking part in 
a number of activities, in-
cluding public events such 
as Santa Claus parades.

Also on tap is the Stuff 
a Cruiser campaign, a 
partnership initiative with 
the Knights of Columbus’ 
New Toys for Needy Kids 
campaign. Representa-
tives from the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service 
have been visiting  several 
retail locations throughout 
November and into Decem-
ber, inviting shoppers to 
donate a new toy by placing 
it inside a police cruiser. In 
previous years, thousands 
of toys have been collected 

in order to provide a posi-
tive experience for young 
people over the holidays.

The campaign makes 
its way to the St. Jacobs 
Walmart Dec. 12 and 13 (10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.)

Donations will be accept-
ed at that location,  as well 
as at any Waterloo Regional 
Police Service division.

“This is a time to engage 
in the spirit of giving and 
enjoy the magic of the 
holiday season,” said chief 
Bryan Larkin.  “I’m looking 
forward to connecting with 
the many generous mem-
bers of the community and 
am so very proud of our 
Auxiliary members for sup-
porting these important 
community initiatives.”

enter.  It was also discovered that 
the vehicle was stolen and he was 
not following several conditions 
imposed on him by the courts. 
A 21-year-old Guelph man faces 
numerous charges, including 
‘flight from police,’ ‘possession of 
a prohibited weapon,’ ‘possession 
of property obtained by crime’ 
and three counts of ‘fail to comply 
with probation order.’ A 44-year-
old Guelph man who was a 
passenger in the vehicle was also 
arrested as he was not following 
a condition placed on him by the 
court, and he was not following a 
condition placed on him by police 
from a previous incident that he 
was charged with.

PRYING IT OPEN

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Legal, audit costs 
top $53,300

The poor election expense filings 
of three Woolwich councillors cost 
taxpayers $53,300 this year.

Mayor Sandy Shantz and Ward Coun. 
Mark Bauman were both removed 
from office for failing to meet 
deadlines for filing proper paperwork 
related to the 2014 municipal election. 
In each case, they applied to the courts 
for reinstatement. As well, both Shantz 
and Ward 1 Coun. Scott Hahn faced 
hearings before the Municipal Election 
Compliance Audit Committee (MECAC).

Of the $53,300 total, a figure 
presented to Woolwich council this 
week by township clerk Val Hummel, 

staff costs were pegged at $13,475. Out 
of pocket expenses included $17,350 in 
legal bills for Hahn, Shantz and Bau-
man, $15,725 for an audit of Coun. Scott 
Hahn’s expense and $6,750 in MECAC 
hearing costs for Hahn and Shantz.

In a discussion of ways to avoid a 
repeat of the situation, councillors 
agreed with Coun. Patrick Merlihan’s 
suggestion of mandatory training for 
new councillors.

Twp. properties 
may be renamed

Potentially renaming four township 
properties, Woolwich is seeking public 
input leading up to a Jan. 12 meeting.

Under consideration is naming the 

front end of the Breslau Community  
Centre as “The Empire Room” to reflect 
its status as the former sales centre 
of Empire Communities’ Riverland 
subdivision. The adjacent Breslau 
Memorial Park’s name would be 
expanded to Breslau Memorial Park 
(In memory of Private Donald Ralph 
Burkholder and War Veterans).

In St. Jacobs, the Woolwich Township 
Arena would officially become what 
everyone calls it anyway, the St. 
Jacobs Arena, while the neighbouring 
Woolwich Community Centre would 
be rebranded as St. Jacobs Lions Hall. 
In both cases, the names would avoid 
any confusion with the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre in Elmira.

The changes are suggestions at this 

point as the township turns to the 
public for its remarks.

Woolwich nixes 
side-by-side 
cycling proposal

Cyclists riding side-by-side on roads 
in the township? Woolwich councillors 
aren’t having any part of it.

Making a pitch for just such an 
outcome for cyclists, the Woolwich 
On-Road Cycling Group’s Patrick Glee-
son found the reception to be chilly 
Tuesday night in council chambers.

Arguing the provincial Highway 
Traffic Act (HTA) doesn’t preclude 
two-abreast riding, Gleeson pointed 
out that Waterloo Region is looking 

at changing its bylaw to allow the 
practice, so Woolwich should do the 
same.

Councillors weren’t buying in, how-
ever. They seemed content with the 
current township bylaw that prohibits 
the practice, requiring cyclists to travel 
in single file.

“I’m still not convinced,” said Coun. 
Larry Shantz, noting that the slower 
traffic in the urban areas is a contrast 
to vehicles travelling at 80 km/h on 
the rural roads.

Coun. Mark Bauman noted there’s no 
incompatibility between the HTA and 
the township’s bylaw.

“I’m a long way from being 
convinced two-abreast cycling is 
safer.”

Woolwich 
continues support 
of WRTMC

Woolwich will continue to pitch in 
$10,000 a year through 2020 as part 
of a region-wide tourism strategy, 
councillors decided this week.

The township has been supporting 
the Waterloo Region Tourism Marketing 
Corporation since its inception in 2007. 
An evaluation of the group shows it’s 
providing good value, chief administra-
tive officer David Brenneman said in 
presenting a report to council Dec. 1.

The WRTMC is made up of regional 
municipalities and businesses in the 
tourism and hospitality industries.

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

PHONE:
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Evening appointments

Available
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73 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Stephen
Morris

Optometrist
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Gingerbread Latte &
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(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com
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Come Join us for a

with a
Turkey Dinner

reservations
recommended
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12:10 AM | A 21-year-
old New Hamburg male fell 
approximately 17 feet from a 
ladder at Elmira Bowl located at 
15 First St. E. in Elmira. In a case 
labeled misadventure, the man 

sustained serious head injuries 
and was transported by air 
ambulance to Hamilton General 
Hospital.

9:01 PM | A single-vehicle 
collision occurred on Ruggles 

Road in Floradale when a Jeep 
was demolished after striking  a 
tree. A 23-year-old male driver 
suffered minor injuries. He was 
subsequently charged with ‘care-
less driving.’ Speed and alcohol 
were not factors in the collision. 

Elmira firefighers use prybars to get access to the engine compartment of a pickup truck involved in a collision on Church Street East in 
Elmira on Dec. 2. [JOE MERLIHAN / THE OBSERVER]

for sale.”
Coun. Mark Bauman, 

who was on council at the 
time and voted against the 
Victoria Glen plan, argued 
the two situations aren’t 
comparable.

“I don’t equate the two,” 
he said, noting the Elmira 
example would have seen 
trees cut down to allow de-
velopers to build homes on 
the parkland.

Echoing Mader’s com-
ments, she said Breslau 
residents feel council is 
going to plough ahead no 
matter what, so people 
have resigned themselves 
to the situation. Still, the 
sale is not in the best inter-
est of the community.

Asked by Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan if the community 
would be willing to contin-
ue fundraising efforts if the 
township sells off the park-
land, Siddorn suggested 
that may not be the case.

A decision on declaring 
the land surplus was put 
off until Jan. 12. Likewise, 
the township has pushed 
off until next month the 
selection of members for 
an advisory committee that 
is to help Woolwich decide 
where the $1.75 million will 
be spent in upgrading the 
remaining parkland and 
community centre.

PARKLAND: 
Residents get 
another chance
FROM | COVER
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A TRAIN SET IS a traditional Christmas gift 
many children have been happy to find un-
der the tree. For Waterloo Region residents, 
the far more costly and useless toy train that 
is the light rail transit scheme is making for 
anything but a Merry Christmas.

Already a failure – the region has admitted it will do 
few of the things it misled the public with while initially 
pushing for it – the train nobody will ride is bound to 
siphon more than $2 billion out of the economy to no 
benefit. More pressingly right now, construction is stran-
gling business at the time of the year many retailers rely 
on to fuel their sales budget.

As if the downtown core of Kitchener and, to a lesser 
extent, Waterloo weren’t under enough pressure, LRT 
construction has provided many with an extra incentive 
to stay away. The mess will drag on for two years. And 
things won’t get much better when the construction 
is done, as the mall-to-mall train will disrupt traffic in 
perpetuity, the same amount of time it will lose money, 
divert cash away from actually useful projects and milk 
residents’ wallets.

Just this week, a business that’s operated on King 
Street for 65 years, Ratz-Bechtel Funeral Home, an-
nounced it would be closing its doors for good due, in 
part, to the LRT construction.

Also this week, taxpayers got another taste of the 
inevitable cost overruns and the growing externalities 
– i.e. wasted money above and beyond the purported 
$818-million price tag – associated with the unloved 
project. In this case, it’s Kitchener having to come up 
with another $1.3 million next year to move gas pipelines 
due to the LRT – that’s four times the $406,000 budgeted 
for the work. And there’s even more work to be done, 
as yet unspecified and uncosted – every dollar to come 
from Kitchener taxpayers even as the city coffers take a 
hit from business losses.

We can expect that scenario to play out many times 
before the first train rolls, with repeated trips back to the 
coffers as the losses mount year after year.

It’s in this light that the lack of oversight and account-
ability in this project is glaringly obvious.

There are no guarantees the project won’t cost more 
than what’s budgeted. Nor are there the kinds of severe 
penalties that should be levied against politicians and 
administrators should the project fail to meet its dimin-
ishing targets: firings and forfeiture of assets at a mini-
mum. If there’s anything we’ve learned from a host of 
mega-project disasters, from RIM Park to myriad Olym-
pic Games, it’s that taxpayers will foot the bill, while 
those who backed the schemes and those who profited 
from them will walk away freely.

Make no mistake, even as optimistically forecasted, 
the rapid-transit plan will cost taxpayers, most of whom 
will never use it, large sums of money every year. The 
negatives – cost overruns, traffic snarls, disruption in the 
downtown cores and operating expenses, to name a few 
– will outweigh the positives touted by proponents.

Unneeded and unwanted, the train has been a divisive 
issue from the day it was floated. A ludicrous idea most 
people thought would die off, the reality is hitting home 
with every driving delay, business loss and service cut 
as the region desperately tries to hide the extent of the 
folly. 

Real costs of LRT 
extend beyond 
region’s claims

DO YOU REMEMBER MO-
HAMED Nasheed, the char-
ismatic young president of 
the Maldives who drama-
tised the threat of rising 
sea levels to his low-lying 
island nation in the Indian 
Ocean by holding his first 
cabinet meeting under-
water, with all the cabinet 
ministers in scuba gear?

“This is what will happen 
to the Maldives if climate 
change is not checked,” he 
told the cameras as the fish 
swam past him. (Well, not 
exactly “told,” because you 
can’t talk when you are un-
derwater, but he held up a 
sign saying that.)  Were you 
wondering where he is now 
that the great conference to 
curb global warming is get-
ting underway in Paris?

Nasheed can’t be in 
Paris, unfortunately, be-
cause he was overthrown 
in a coup in 2012 and was 
then jailed for 13 years last 
March for “terrorism.” And 
the promise he made to set 
an example for the world 
by achieving a carbon-
neutral economy (zero net 

Maldives, where politics trump climate change
carbon-dioxide emissions) 
in the Maldives within 10 
years has been modified a 
bit by the new government.

The new rulers felt that 
a 100 per cent cut in emis-
sions by 2020 was too am-
bitious, so they settled for 
a 10 per cent cut by 2030. 
This may or may not have 
something to do with the 
fact that they are also en-
couraging drilling for oil 
in the country. But only a 
base cynic would suggest 
that it may also have to do 
with the riches that some-
times mysteriously accrue 
to those who allocate drill-
ing licenses.

How did it come to this? 
Every country is differ-
ent, but the changes that 
brought the Maldives to 
this low point are a warn-
ing about what can happen 
to the promises countries 
make about reducing their 
emissions. Since the whole 
Paris negotiation is based 
on each country making 
voluntary commitments on 
emission cuts, there are 140 
different ways that what-
ever they agree at Paris can 
be sabotaged afterwards.

The Maldives has a long 
record of taking the lead on 
climate change issues, be-
cause it is the most vulner-

able country in the world to 
sea-level rise. Three-quar-
ters of its land is no more 
than half a metre above 
sea level, and will be in-
undated by the end of the 
century if the mid-range 
prediction on sea-level rise 
proves correct. No part of 
its thousand-plus islands is 
more than 2.4 metres high.

Even Maumoon Abdul 
Gayoom, the dictator 
who ruled the islands for 
30 years before Nasheed 
replaced him in a free elec-
tion in 2008, was a climate-
change activist. Nasheed, 
then a young journalist, 
was arrested 15 times under 
Gayoom’s rule and fre-
quently tortured, but Gay-
oom was the first national 
leader to highlight the peril 
facing small island states 
in his “Death of a Nation” 
speech at the United Na-
tions in 1987.

The Maldives was the 
first country to ratify the 
Kyoto Protocol, the first 
international agreement 
on combating climate 
change. Gayoom was also 
instrumental in found-
ing the Alliance of Small 
Island States (AOSIS), now 
44 members strong, which 
campaigns internationally 
against global warming 

and is strongly represented 
at Paris.

So Nasheed, who holds a 
degree in Maritime Studies 
from what is now Liverpool 
John Moores University, 
was not really bringing the 
subject up for the first time 
when he held his famous 
underwater cabinet meet-
ing. It’s hard to be Maldiv-
ian and not care about 
climate change. But it can 
be done, and the current 
president of the Maldives, 
Abdulla Yameen, is living 
proof of it.

To be fair, he does care 
about it a bit; he just cares 
about power much more. 
After Nasheed was forced 
to resign at gunpoint in 
2012, the old gang came 
back with a vengeance: 
Yameen is Gayoom’s half-
brother, and his foreign 
minister is Gayoom’s 
daughter. And Nasheed is 
in prison.

Nasheed was making a 
political comeback in the 
2013 presidential election – 
he won in the first round of 
voting – but his victory was 
annulled by the Supreme 
Court. After some further 
manipulation of the voting 
Yameen emerged as presi-

DYER | 8

Tired of just saying no to Breslau residents, Woolwich councillors add a little song and dance to their denials.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Industry changes mean Christmas shopping ain’t what it used to be

IT’S DECEMBER AND THE 
Christmas season is in full 
swing. That can mean only 
one thing: shopping. That, 
after all, is what the holi-
days are about, right?

Not a fan of shopping at 
the best of times, I’m even 
more inclined to give the 
malls a wide berth at this 
time of year. Parking’s a 
nightmare, and the stores 
are packed with people 
desperately looking to 
check items off their lists. 
In trying to find something 
– anything – for everyone 
they feel obliged to buy for, 
the not-so-merry shoppers 
are spending money they 
don’t have for crap the re-
cipients don’t need.

In that regard, Christmas 
shopping is indicative of 
the retail environment and, 
more generally, the econo-
my. Both are in decline.

It’s no secret the retail 
landscape is changing. 
Such is how it’s always 
been. But, just like the 
economy, it’s been hol-
lowed out in the middle. 

Today, much of the 
growth is in the low end 
– Walmart, dollar stores – 
and the high end like Holt 
Renfrew and Saks Fifth 
Avenue. 

Dying are the middle-
class retailers like Sears, 
which is experiencing 
financial woes and contrac-
tion, its very existence in 
question. Dead, in fact, are 
a host of department stores 
that were the mainstream 
of retailers in the not-so-
distant past, a reality I was 
reminded of in discussing 
the dearth of general-
merchandise stores. Gone 
are the likes of Woolworth/
Woolco, Woolworth’s, Tow-
ers/Bonimart, Greenberg’s, 
K-Mart/Kresge’s and, more 
recently, Zellers. The lat-
ter gave way to Target 
stores that survived only 
two years in the Canadian 
market.

Retail flag bearers such 
as Eaton’s, Simpson’s and 
Ogilvy’s (which operated 
Robinsons stores in this 
area once upon a time) 
also bit the dust, with The 
Bay, ever-changing, a lone 
name from the past.

Long-associated with 
the middle class, such re-
tailers couldn’t compete 

as consumers looked for 
cheaper prices, apparently 
content with poor quality. 
That’s especially true of 
clothing, where for all but 
the high-end retailers price 
is the biggest factor. Even 
latter-day stalwarts such as 
Gap, J. Crew, Abercrombie 
& Fitch and Aeropostale 
have been closing stores, 
forced to retreat by price, 
price, price.

A trend that started with 
the downward spiral of the 
middle class in the ’80s in-
tensified with the Internet 
and online shopping.

In the U.S., discount 
clothing outlets have been 
eating the lunch of depart-
ment stores, where sales 
across the board dropped 
by 35 per cent between 
2001 and 2013, according 
to the American Apparel & 
Footwear Association.

Having accounted for 
10 per cent of total retail 
sales in the mid-1980s, U.S. 
department stores’ share 
dropped half that level in 
2000. By 2011, that figure 
was just 2.6 per cent.

As noted, the decline of 
the department stores par-
allels the downturn in the 
fate of their customers.

In a piece last year look-

ing at the case of Sears, 
once the most mainstream 
of retailers, Salon looked at 
how its fortunes fell.

“It says a lot about Amer-
ica’s class stratification 
that Sears – which caters 
explicitly to the middle 
class – long ago lost its role 
as the nation’s number one 
retailer to Wal-Mart, which 
caters explicitly to the un-
derclass. It also says a lot 
that Sears’ decline in prof-
itability began during the 
recession of 1974, the mo-
ment that America’s post-
World War II economic 
boom finally hit a wall, as a 
result of inflation, the Arab 
Oil Embargo and competi-
tion from foreign manu-
facturers. The ‘real wage’ 
had peaked the year before, 
at $341 a week, so Sears’ 
model customer – the blue-
collar middle-class home-
owner  – never again had as 
much purchasing power.”

Faced with stagnant 
or falling wages brought 
on by the intentional and 
systematic assaults of 
globalization and “free” 
trade deals,  middle-class 
workers in Canada and the 
U.S. turned to the cheap 
imports, often without 
irony. Today, we have the 

largest selection of goods 
in our history, often with 
incredibly low prices (think 
primarily of the downward 
trend in electronics), but 
crappy jobs with which to 
pay for those goods. Enter 
the age of credit and living 
beyond our means, another 
intentional assault on the 
public orchestrated by the 
same cabal.

With the bulk of us see-
ing declining buying power 
and punishing credit lev-
els, it’s not surprising these 
same business interests 
make changes in order to 
coax the remaining dollars 
out of our wallets.

Where malls were 
once king, power centres 
abound ... for now. Online 
shopping continues to pull 
ahead, with the behemoth 
that is Amazon set to out-
strip the sales of major 
retail stores in the U.S. 
Make it cheap or make it 
must-have for those with 
low wages and room left on 
the credit card.

That’s shopping today, 
more so as Christmas ap-
proaches.

It’s enough to make one 
nostalgic for the days when 
malls and department 
stores reigned supreme – 

not in keeping with the Buy 
Nothing movement, but 
days when times weren’t 
so tough. Besides, malls 
are part of our culture ... 
at least for the time being. 
The Internet is full of odes 
to malls past, including 
those literally plowed un-
der – I spent some time on 
www.deadmalls.com (who 
knew?) going over the his-
tory of the  Pyramid Mall 
in Plattsburgh, NY, once a 
destination for those of us 
nearby on the other side of 
the border. 

The old-school mall is 
something of an endan-
gered species. In the U.S., 
retail analysts predict 
about 15 per cent of malls 
will fail or be converted 
to other uses in the next 
decade. Beyond that time, 
in the 15- to 20-year span, 
perhaps half of the malls 
will go under, only those 
with high-end anchors like 
Saks and Neiman Marcus 
surviving, suggests retail 
consultant Howard Davi-
dowitz 

“Middle-level stores in 
middle-level malls are go-
ing to be extinct because 
they don’t make sense,” 

Do you have a holiday movie or television show you watch every year?

“Elf, of course.”

 » Tracey Brick

“Home Alone”

 » Aaron Bagley

“National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation”

 » Kevin Hillier

“It is a tie between Elf and A Christmas Story.”

 » Rob Henry

“National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation”

 » Tanya Farrow

“The current government is trying to bolster its support by playing the Islamist card.” Gwynne Dyer | 6

KANNON | 8
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NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Rhetoric from Paris
unlikely to be backed by action
FROM | 6
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dent, with third-placed 
Gasim Ibrahim as his coali-
tion partner.

And when Ibrahim quit 
the coalition early this year 
and joined Nasheed’s Mal-
divian Democratic Party, 
making him the favourite 
to win the next election, 
Yameen responded by 
having Nasheed arrested 
on the charge of illegally 
ordering the arrest of a se-
nior judge while he was in 
office.

Although no evidence 
was offered at the trial that 
Nasheed had actually given 
such an order or even knew 
about it, the arrest was 
defined as “abduction,” 
which is a terrorist offence 
under Maldivian law. Na-
sheed was sentenced to 13 
years in prison, and joined 
the 1,700 other people (out 

of a population of 350,000) 
now detained on politically 
motivated charges.

The current govern-
ment is trying to bolster 
its support by playing the 
Islamist card: for example, 
the death penalty has been 
reintroduced 60 years af-
ter it was abolished.  Now 
the thieves are quarrelling 
among themselves, with 
Yameen’s vice-president 
under arrest for allegedly 
plotting to kill the presi-
dent, and climate change 
is very much on the back 
burner.

It’s not just a fledgling 
democracy that’s going 
under. In the somewhat 
longer term, it’s the whole 
country. But politics is usu-
ally a short-term game, and 
it can get quite nasty. Not 
all the promises that are 
being made in Paris will be 
kept.

At least five top Canadian companies pay less than 5% corporate 
income tax. BCE (Bell Canada Enterprises), Manitoba Telecom, 
Canadian National Quebec’s Gildan and Saskatchewan’s Cameco are 
members of the “low tax club.” Tax havens, profit shifting, shell 
companies, and loopholes are common ways of evading taxes. 
They are all designed to help wealthy corporations avoid paying 
what is already the lowest corporate tax rate in the G7. 

 » Economist Jordan Brennan, a Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives research 
associate, finds that corporate income tax cuts have not only failed to lead to faster 
growth, but may have contributed to slower growth

“Corporate income tax cuts could go down as one of the great 
Canadian public policy blunders of recent times. The problem is the 
facts stubbornly refuse to support the notion that corporate tax cuts 
accelerate growth. “In short, corporate tax reductions happened 
alongside under-investment, a job crisis, and deep stagnation. Far 
from spawning higher levels of business investment and GDP growth, 
corporate income tax reform has indirectly fostered slower growth.” 

 » From the Dec. 3, 2011 edition of The Observer

A flight instructor was killed after a helicopter crashed shortly after 
takeoff at the airport in Breslau. Tiffany Hanna, 29, was performing 
a routine flight training exercise with a student when the two-seat 
Robinson R22 helicopter plummeted back to earth. The instructor 
and the student were pulled out of the wreckage by rescuers 
before emergency crews arrived. Hanna was pronounced dead at 
the scene after a failed resuscitation attempt.

said Davidowitz, chairman 
of Davidowitz & Associates, 
Inc., a retail consulting and 
investment banking firm. 
“That’s why we haven’t 
built a major enclosed mall 
since 2006.”

New mall development, 
curtailed by consumer 
changes and municipal 
constraints, is a rarity in 
Canada, too. Since 1989, 
only two major enclosed 
shopping malls have been 
built in Canada: Vaughan 
Mills in Toronto and Cross 
Iron Mills in Calgary, re-
ports Industry Canada.

Will the mall become 

KANNON: Change to more 
than just how we go shopping
FROM | 7 extinct? Same, too, for 

other forms of bricks-
and-mortar shopping? A 
possibility, and one that’s 
likely to bring economic 
changes – probably down-
ward, as Statistics Canada 
data show that retail re-
mains the country’s biggest 
employer, dwarfing manu-
facturing, health care and 
construction, for instance. 
Already home to poor wag-
es and precarious work, the 
sector won’t be helping the 
situation as the situation 
goes south.

It seems the Christmas 
motto of shop ’til you drop 
may eventually include 
shop ’til they drop.

www.observerxtra.com/write-a-letter/

START THE 
DEBATE.

WRITE A LETTER
TO THE EDITOR
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Kings manage to put a pair of 
wins together over weekend
It was a good stretch for the Elmira squad as it emerged with victories in Cambridge versus the 
Winter Hawks and on home ice against the Brantford 99ers; team back at the WMC again Sunday

WHITNEY NEILSON

GALEA | 11

GYMNASTS | 13

OPEN
COUNTRY

A thorny 
issue really 
something 
to grouse 
about

I’M NOT SAYING I’M clum-
sy around hawthorns. Let’s 
just say when I get home 
from grouse hunting, I’m 
not allowed to drink red 
wine in the house until we 
figure out where I’m leak-
ing.

Hawthorns, with their 
long, vicious thorns, are 
the curse of upland hunters 
everywhere and much ap-
preciated by grouse, hares 
and woodcock that use 
them for cover. 

Basically, if you take up 
small game hunting, you’ll 
get skewered. 

I took one in the side of 
my knee a couple of weeks 
back, and by the time I 
limped into the house 
hours later, my mobility 
severely limited to brief 
forays to the fridge and 
back.

Two days later, I visited 
our emergency depart-
ment. I was somewhat 
embarrassed about it, too. 
Normally, I’d tough it out 
and let the thorn back out 
on its own. I’ve had them 
pop out months later.

Unfortunately, I had re-
cently read Hemingway’s 
short story The Snows of 
Kilimanjaro, in which the 
main character Harry is ly-
ing on a camp cot dying of 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

WITH JUST SIX GAMES 
left before Christmas, the 
Elmira Sugar Kings added 
two more wins to their re-
cord, beating Cambridge 
and Brantford over the 
weekend.

In Cambridge on Satur-
day, the Kings scored early 
in the first period as David 
Elford got his second goal 
as a King. Alex Peterson 
provided the assist. Elford 
was recently acquired by 
Elmira from their affiliate, 
the Wellesley Applejacks.

Both teams were feel-
ing feisty, as referees had 
to give out four penalties 
and two game misconducts 
when a fight broke out at 
12:13 in the first frame. 
Cambridge’s Scott Del 
Zotto and Elmira’s Colton 
Culbert were ejected from 
the game. 

A power play marker 
from Cambridge’s Beau 
Goehrum, helped by Rob 
Grant and Kyle Heitzner, 
evened the playing field 
in the second period. The 
Winter Hawks continued 
to get into penalty trouble, 
spending 21 minutes in 
the box by the end of 40 
minutes.

Elmira netminder Liam 
Devine didn’t let anything 
past him as Harlen Van-
Wynsberghe gave the Kings 
the lead at 6:50 in the third, 
with assists from Zac Coul-
ter and Ethan Skinner.

And as Cambridge pulled 
their goalie late in the 
game, Mackenzie MacSor-
ley (Skinner, Ryan Walsh) 

scored on the empty net to 
win the game 3-1.  

Head coach Ty Canal 
was pleased with how they 
skated that game.

“I thought we kept the 
momentum when we need-
ed to. The way that things 
have been going, one line 
has been running off an-
other, which is what you 

Liam Devine keeps his eye on the puck during the Sugar Kings’ overtime win versus Brantford on Nov. 29. [WHTINEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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FREE PAIR
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definitely want, game in 
and game out. There were 
some minutes here and 
there where we were on our 
heels but we were able to 
turn that around and keep 
that flow going for us,” Ca-
nal said. 

Despite Cambridge 
spending a whopping 53 
minutes in the box, Elmira 

didn’t score on a single 
power play opportunity. 
Former Sugar King Alex 
Mutton, who’s playing 
for the Winter Hawks this 
season, received three pen-
alties. Mutton played two 
seasons for Elmira and was 
traded to the Winter Hawks 
by the Kings in exchange 
for Jake Moggy back in 

August.
“Special teams was big 

that game. There were a 
lot of penalties both ways. 
Power play we had a lot of 
chances, no goals unfortu-
nately. It’s nice to see our 
guys able to step up and get 
that one. It was definitely 
one we needed,” Canal 
said.

On home ice on Sunday, 
the Kings had to battle 
back from a 4-4 tie to take 
the win in overtime.

The Brantford 99ers got 
on the board early when 
Isaac Nurse was awarded a 
penalty shot, which he put 
past Devine.

No one was able to score 
in regular game play until 
19:58 when Elmira’s Kyle 
Soper gave the Kings a 
much needed tie to head 
into the second. Elford and 
Walsh assisted.

The Kings took a 3-1 lead 
in the second after two 
quick goals by Coulter at 
8:03 and 9:39. MacSorley, 
Walsh, Rob Kohli, and 
Skinner were the helpers.

But they couldn’t hold 
their lead for long as 
99ers Kyle Walker and Jay 
Dekker, both assisted by 
Matthew Woods, buried the 
puck past Devine to lock 
the game at 3s.

“I think going into Sun-
day we were trying to get 
60 minutes of play, espe-
cially at home because we 
haven’t done that a lot this 
year. We’re getting there. 
Obviously we let them back 

KINGS | 14
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Coach sees good things in EDSS boys’ hockey team

UP TO 65% OFF! Canadiana fry pans feature our toughest, 
most durable, non-stick enviro-friendly coating that is PFOA free.
20cm/8” Canadiana non-stick fry pan. List: $129.00. Now $44.99!
24cm/9.5” Canadiana non-stick fry pan. List: $139.00. Now $54.99!
28cm/11” Canadiana non-stick fry pan. 
List: $149.00. Now $69.99!
32cm/12.5” Canadiana non-stick fry pan. 
List: $169.00. Now $89.99!

72% OFF! 11pc Avonlea Cookware set. 18/10 stainless steel, featuring an impact bonded, encapsulated base for even heat distribution and 
retention that is safe for all cook tops of modern kitchens, including induction. Durable, secure riveted handles, no-drip lips, tight fi tting stainless steel 

lids, oven and dishwasher safe. Set includes: 1.5L, 2L and 3L saucepans, 5L Dutch oven, 3L steamer, 
24cm/9.5”stainless steel frying pan, and 5 stainless steel lids. List: $849.00. $22999

ON NOW THRU DECEMBER 6TH ONLY AT:

Information & dealers: 1-800-A NEW-POT or www.paderno.com. Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.

59% OFF!
1L Roseberry teapot.
List: $134.99.

$5499

61% OFF! 
Springbrook 
fl atware set, 
4x5pc place 
setting. 
List: $89.99.

COOKSTOWN
Paderno Kitchen Store
Tanger Outlet Mall
3311 Hwy 89

FERGUS
Dixon Home Hardware 
Building Centre 
745 St-David Street

HARRISTON
Harriston Home Hardware
18 Elora Street

KITCHENER
Paderno Kitchen Store
Sportsworld Crossing
50 Sportsworld Crossing 
Pioneer Park Home Hardware
123 Pioneer Dr
Williamsburg Home Hardware
1187 Fischer Hallman Road

WATERLOO
Goodness Me
668 Erb Street West
Paderno Kitchen Store
St. Jacobs Factory Outlet
25 Benjamin Rd

$3499
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UP TO 48% OFF! 
A selection of Paderno Classic 
bakeware. Made with solid steel 
construction with a non-stick coating. 
Lifetime warranty, safe to 
260°C/500°F. PFOA & PTFE free. 
Starting at

 $799
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THE BOYS’ HOCKEY TEAM 
at Elmira District Second-
ary School may have start-
ed this season with a loss 
and a tie, but head coach 
Dave Munroe sees a squad 
that can do more. 

“I just stress that we 
are a hardworking team, 
I have noticed,” he said. 
“I just stress the fact that 
regardless of the skill on 
the other end of the ice, 
hard work usually negates 
a lot of that skill. If we can 
keep working as hard as we 
do and get a few bounces, 
anything can happen.”

The team has only three 
returning players, and 
has players that range 
from Grade 11s to fifth 
year EDSS students. This 
means Munroe is going to 
be working on system play 
with the guys, rather than 
skill drills. 

“You got guys that play 
on all different teams 
with different systems on 
those different teams,” he 
said. “[At our most recent 
practice] we just went over 
draws that we want, break-
outs, power plays, penalty 
kills and the d-zone cover-
age. We will just keep going 
with that. We definitely 

and if we keep playing like 
(Tuesday), then we can 
beat anyone in the league. 
As long as we keep coming 
to the rink and working 
hard, things should fall 

LIZ BEVAN have a new team. Most of 
these guys play hockey 
outside of this, and a lot of 
them have been playing for 
a while, like AE and stuff 
like that in town. We’ll let 
a lot of their flow drill stuff 
go on with their teams out-
side of this.”

The boys fell 5-1 in their 
first game of the season, 
played on Nov. 26 against 
Grand River Collegiate In-
stitute. The lone goal was 
scored by Adam Runst-
edler. 

Their second game, on 
Dec. 1 versus Preston High 
School, ended in a tie of 
3-3, but Munroe says the 
board didn’t reflect the 
work the guys put in on 
the ice. EDSS gave up a 
two-goal lead, with Preston 
scoring to tie it up with just 
three seconds left in the 
third.

“It turned out alright for 
the most part. We gave it 
away in the end, but they 
deserved better than what 
the result showed,” he said, 
mentioning that for the 
rest of the season, he hopes 
to see the guys break even. 
“My hope would be that is 
we finish around .500, that 
would be a realistic expec-
tation. When you only have 
a couple of guys returning, 

into place.”
The EDSS boys team will 

be facing Forest Heights 
Collegiate on Thursday 
afternoon at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre, but Mun-

roe says he doesn’t know 
much about them.

“High school hockey var-
ies a lot year to year, de-
pending on who they lose,” 
he said. “They’ll be good, 

they are a traditionally 
good team, but if we play 
like (we did against Pres-
ton) we should be good.”

Puck drop is at 2:30 p.m. 
at the Dan Snyder Arena.

The boys’ hockey season got off to a rocky start with a 5-1 loss to Grand River Collegiate Institute on Nov. 26. They tied up their most recent game, on Dec. 1 against Preston, at 3-3. Coach 
Dave Munroe says the guys will be working on systems play with a goal of ending the season with a .500 record. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER] 
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gangrene caused by a thorn 
scratch that went septic.

There were too many 
similarities to ignore. 
Harry was a hunter. So 
was I. Harry suffered a 
grievous thorn injury. Me 
too. Harry was devastat-
ingly good looking and a 
trophy husband. Guilty 
as charged. He was also 
grouchy and embarrassed 
about the incident. Check. 
His wound went septic. 
We have a septic system. 
Yikes.

It was the last eerie co-
incidence that made me 
insist on being driven to 
emerg., however. You see, 
Hemingway wrote about 
Harry. And I was about to.

Luckily, when I arrived at 
the hospital, the triage area 
was empty. Luckier still, 
my doctor was on call.

“What’s the problem this 
time?” he asked.

“A thorn,” I bravely an-
nounced.

“Where?”
I pointed courageously 

to my boo boo. 

Apparently, years of 
medical practice has made 
my doctor immune from 
fainting outright at the 
sight of horrible injuries. 
Instead, he snickers.

“Tell me straight doc,” I 
said. “Will I lose the leg?”

He didn’t answer. In-
stead, he brought out a 
sophisticated medical kit 
– a needle, tweezers and 
antiseptic – and began to 
operate.

I’m not sure if it was 
hours later or whether that 
three minutes seemed 

overly long. All I know is 
the operation was a partial 
success.

“I got a small piece out,” 
he said. He then gave the 
bad news. In his consid-
ered medical opinion, 
trying to get the rest out 
would cause more harm 
than good – and interfere 
with break time.

“It doesn’t seem infect-
ed,” he said.

At a time like this, you 
get confused. I mean, tra-
ditionally when someone 
removes a thorn from your 

paw, you are supposed to 
remember it for life and 
return the favour some-
time. This was a grey area, 
however. My doctor only 
removed a partial thorn 
from my knee.

So I’ve decided to buy 
him a coffee sometime and 
call it even. 

In any case, you’re prob-
ably happy to hear that I 
have cheated death once 
again. Better still, on Sun-
day morning, another 
three-eighth of an inch of 
thorn backed out from the 

wound.
Now, only a small por-

tion of the tip remains 
lodged in me as a reminder 
of the dangers of tangling 
with small birds. The swell-
ing has also gone down 
and the scar is beginning 
to heal.

Believe it or not I’ll be 
heading back to the haw-
thorns again this week to 
chase grouse and snowshoe 
hares. 

And maybe I’ll stop to 
buy two coffees along the 
way.

GALEA: Keeping a brave face while going under the knife for potentially fatal brush with a thorn
FROM | 11

Bauman
LASER & ELECTROLYSIS HAIR REMOVAL

519-669-0237

B asic s B eauty
&  B eyond

Welcomes

Cailin
TeVaarwerk

to our team at
Basics Beauty & Beyond

Cailin comes to us with 
9 years experience in 
full esthetics services.

Appointments 
available NOW! 

Please call 
519-669-0237.

We are located off the municipal 
parking lot, beside the Mennonite 

Savings and Credit Union

Mention this ad to 
receive $5 OFF 
any nail service 

with Cailin.

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

THE ELMIRA DISTRICT 
SECONDARY School girls’ 
hockey team came out fly-
ing on Monday, winning 
the first game of the season, 
and shutting out Kitchener 
Collegiate Institute

They defeated KCI 10-0, 
scoring nine of those goals 
by the end of the second 
period. 

“We still went by the 
old  rule which is when 
you’re up by 10 the game 
ends. I think they’re going 
to revamp that rule. In the 
third period if you’re up by 
five they’ll run the straight 
time,” coach Steve Karn 
said.

Changing the rule would 
allow the teams to get some 
more ice time, he says. 

The Elmira team has 
their eyes on winning 
the Ontario Federation of 
School Athletic Associa-
tions championship this 
year. They lost 2-1 in the 
quarter-finals last season, 
which was the farthest the 
team had ever gone.

“That team last year that 
ended up beating us they 

Girls come out flying as high school hockey season starts

WHITNEY NEILSON

won 
2-1 with 
two min-
utes left. 
We were that 
close. That’s 
their ultimate 
goal this season is 
to get back to OF-
SAA. It’s a long climb 
to get there. There’s 
a lot of hockey to be 
played. It’s not an easy 
one to get there,” Karn 
said.

With 10 returning play-
ers and six players new to 
the team – but not to the 
sport – they’ve got a good 
chance at making a run for 
it again.

“We have a good core of 
our returning players that’s 
for sure. We’re going to be 
strong. The other girls that 
we picked up all play on 
the Midget BB team,” Karn 
said.

The team traditionally 
dominates girls’ hockey 
in Waterloo Region, not 

losing a 
regula-
tion game 

in three 
years. 

They’ve been 
practicing for a 

month in prepara-
tion for the season, 

which began this 
week.

“A couple of the 
lines they play to-
gether outside of 
school. That helps. 
These girls have a 

pretty good skill set. 
They’ve had an op-
portunity to at least 

skate with each other 
and figure it out,” 

Karn said. 
Their third line scored 

six of the 10 goals against 
KCI. He says they’re a 
great group of girls with 
depth and good work ethic. 
Goal scorers were Teagan 
Schaus (5), Marlie Kernick, 
Emily Willms, Jaimee Mac-
Donald, Cassandra Tuff-
nail, and Hannah Weber. 
Dana Colombo earned the 
shutout.

KCI is typically one 
of the weakest teams in 
the league, so it wasn’t a 
surprise that EDSS beat 
them. But before playing 
Bluevale Collegiate Insti-
tute on Wednesday, Karn 
said they’d be a bit more 
of a challenge, and there 
are definitely teams in the 
league that will give the 
girls some competition. 
Once you’ve been success-
ful for so long, other teams 
will be out to “dethrone” 
you, he added.

“There’ll be some good 
teams,  Southwood, Huron 
Heights. There’ll be about 
four other teams that will 
be good,” Karn said.

He expects another 
successful season for the 
squad, but they’re taking it 
one step at a time.

“The mix we have they 
will contend for both WCS-
SAA and CWOSSA and try 
to get back [to OFSAA]. 
They’re going to work hard. 
Hard work always pays off,” 
Karn said.

They hosted BCI on 
Wednesday afternoon, and 
have four more games be-
fore the Christmas break.
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chance at making a run for 
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regula-
tion game 

in three 
years. 

They’ve been 
practicing for a 

month in prepara-
tion for the season, 

which began this 
week.

“A couple of the 
lines they play to-
gether outside of 
school. That helps. 
These girls have a 

pretty good skill set. 
They’ve had an op-
portunity to at least 

skate with each other 
and figure it out,” 

Karn said. 
Their third line scored 

The Lady Lancers haven’t lost a game in the regular season in three years and have their sights 
set on winning OFSAA this season. 

The EDSS girls hockey team skated 
to a 10-0 win over KCI in their first 
game of the season on Monday. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Baby & Me 
Little Bookworms
Wonderful Ones
Toddler Tales 
Storytime
Read with the 
Wellesley Applejacks
Please visit www.rwlibrary.ca to see an 
events calendar for your local branch. 

PD Day Events
Read to a Dog
Bedtime Stories
Movie Tuesdays 
for Adults
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Registration for all programs begins on 
Wednesday, Dec. 9. Register online, 

in person or by phone.

Dr. Rebecca 
CannonB.A., N.D.

69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | 519-669-2405

www.elmiranaturopath.com

NOW OFFERING:

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

• Hair Analysis
• Hormone Testing

• Allergy Testing
• Cholesterol Testing

• Glucose Testing

Quality care
available for 
all ages and 
all health
conditions.

JAKE WILKINSON LED 
THE Wellesley Applejacks 
to a 4-3 win over the Tavis-
tock Braves on Saturday, 
scoring a power play goal 
in both the first and third 
periods.

His first goal was the 
only goal by either team in 
the first 20 minutes. Joe 
Heath and Nick Mercier 
drew the assists. 

“Any time you’re on the 
road it’s a tough game, but 
we battled through and we 
got the win. The first peri-
od was probably our stron-
gest period of the game. 
We were ahead 1-0 after the 
first, and the boys really 
stuck to our game plan and 
things went really well. I’m 
really pleased with the first 
period,” said head coach 
Brad Gerber.

Tavistock’s Mackenzie 
Sealy gave the Braves a 
quick goal two minutes 
into the second frame, 
helped by Jake Wiffen and 
Shaun Pickering.

Jacks beat rival Braves for first time this season
Coach liked what he saw from his players as the visiting Wellesley squad skates to a 4-3 victory

WHITNEY NEILSON A minute later Wellesley 
fired back, as Brady Gerber 
scored unassisted.

Ryan Cadwell and Angus 
Rowland put the score 3-2 
in Tavistock’s favour, only 
to see it tied up with 10 sec-
onds to go in the period as 
Wellesley’s Tyson Bender 
(Braidon Kerbs, Gerber) 
scored. Cody Bateman (2), 
Wiffen, and Kieran Van 
Boekel provided assists for 
the Braves.

“The second period we 
got away from our game 
plan and obviously we got 
in trouble. They outscored 
us in the period and we got 
into some penalty trouble. 
We just got away from our 
whole game plan, which 
was a little frustrating for 
the coaching staff. At the 
same time we regrouped 
and put a good third period 
together to pull the game 
out,” Gerber said,

Wilkinson’s second pow-
er play goal came at 3:16 
in the third, helped by Na-
than Schlupp. The Braves 
were unable to tie the game 

up to send it to overtime, 
instead giving the Jacks the 
win. 

The Braves racked up 45 
penalty minutes and An-
drew Bogdon was ejected. 
The Jacks totaled 35 min-
utes in the box and Mark 
Lebold was ejected. 

“There’s a pretty good 
rivalry there between us 
and Tavistock, so obviously 
they enjoy beating us as 
much as we enjoy beating 
them. It was a good win for 
the boys. Tavistock’s ahead 
of us in the standings as 
well, so it’s always nice to 
beat a team that’s ahead of 
you in the standings,” Ger-
ber said.

This was the first time 
this season the Jacks have 

beat the Braves, having lost 
to them 3-2 and 6-2 on Oct. 
24 and Nov. 6 respectively.

He said there are usually 
good crowds when they 
play each other, which 
pumps the boys up a bit 
more. 

The biggest challenge 
still seems to be getting 
the team to play a full 60 
minute game the way the 
coaches want them to 
play.

This month their goal 
is to get back to an even 
record. 

“We are getting close to 
the .500 mark again and it 
would be nice to get back 
there. I feel as a team, it be-
ing a rebuilding year for us, 
it’s been a pretty successful 

year so far with so many 
new faces on the team. 
As a coaching staff we’re 
pleased with that so far,” 
Gerber said.

The Jacks are fifth in the 
league of nine teams with 
a 9-12-1 record, exactly the 
same as their Junior B af-
filiate, the Elmira Sugar 
Kings.

Gerber commends Kerbs 
for his perseverance versus 
the Braves.

“Our third goal, the one 
that tied the game up late 
in the second period, it 
was a lot of hard work by 
Braidon Kerbs. He used his 
speed and took advantage 
of Tavistock’s defenseman 
and really created that goal 
late in the second to get 

us back into it. He’s a new 
player on our team and 
with his speed and just the 
way he plays the game he 
had a good game for us that 
night,” Gerber said.

He notes goalie Ryan 
Porter played well for them 
as well.

They’ll be working on 
their special teams this 
week in preparation for the 
weekend.

“It’s a team effort. Ev-
erybody contributed and 
that’s what you need to 
win.”

The Jacks travel to Bur-
ford on Saturday to play the 
Bulldogs and are back in 
Wellesley on Sunday night 
for a 7:30 p.m. game against 
the Woodstock Navy Vets.

A NEW MONTH EQUALS a 
new season of sports for 
local high schools, includ-
ing girls volleyball which 
started at Elmira District 
Secondary School this 
week.

Both junior and senior 
teams played at home on 
Tuesday facing Grand 
River Collegiate Institute. 
The seniors won, while the 
juniors lost.

The senior team saw 
most of its players gradu-
ate, leaving only one 
returning player, Nicole 
Cressman. 

But coach Melanie Aus-
tin says they’ve got a strong 
group of girls from last 
year’s junior team joining 
them.

“I’m excited about it. 
They have quite a bit of 
experience. A few of them 
play outside of school. It’s 
kind of exciting,” Austin 
said.

They played an exhibi-
tion game against Listowel 
last week and were prepar-
ing for their first game by 
practicing positioning, 
serving and passing. She 
said once they see how 
those skills transfer into a 
game setting they’ll deter-
mine what needs work.

She says if they could 
finish in the top half of the 
league with the majority of 
the team being Grade 11s, 
that would be a great ac-
complishment. Some of the 
girls play club volleyball, 
which is a bonus for the 
team.

“It definitely helps when 
they’re touching the ball 
year round instead of just 

EDSS girls’ volleyball season opens 
with a senior win, junior loss

WHITNEY NEILSON

two or three months a year. 
They learn a lot of skills,” 
Austin said.

Chatting before the game 
against GRCI on Tuesday, 
Austin was optimistic.

“I have high hopes. I 
honestly think we could 
pull a win off of them,” 
Austin said.

Junior girls volleyball 
coach Alex Derma is start-
ing fresh this year with 
nearly a full team of  Grade 
9s, as most of last year’s 
team moved up to the se-
nior level.

“I think we’ve got eight 
Grade 9s this time, but 
they come with experience 
which is nice, so it’s always 
helpful. We’ve got a team 
that’s going to be good, but 
it’s going to take a little bit 
of time to work together as 
a team,” Derma said.

Having three club play-
ers on the team means 
they’ve  got players with a  
good understanding of the 
game and lots of time on 
the court.

“This year we’ll be build-
ing for top level competi-

tion next year I think,” 
Derma said.

They played an exhibi-
tion game against Listowel 
last week and beat them 
two games to one.

He says they play one 
game at a time, but they’re 
always striving to make 
playoffs. From there it’s 
just to play their best vol-
leyball and compete in 
every game. 

“Our goal as coaches is to 
not have a ball hit the floor. 
So as long as we have that 
in mind then we should be 
competing in every game,” 
Derma said.

Prior to facing Grand 
River on Tuesday, Derma 
said it would be a tough 
game for the girls, as 
they’re traditionally a pow-
erhouse. He said he expect-
ed them to put in their best 
effort and improve from 
last week’s game.

“The first week we’re just 
trying to get our systems in 
so we’re ready to go. And 
then we’ve talked about 
what our weaknesses are 
individually with each girl 
so they know what they 
have to work on for the 
year. The goal is to not have 
those weaknesses by the 
end of the year. As long as 
each week we’re improving 
on those then we should be 
getting better as a team.”

The junior squad com-
peted in the Central West-
ern Ontario Secondary 
Schools Association cham-
pionship last year after 
finishing fifth in Waterloo 
Region.

Both teams play at home 
again today (Dec. 3) versus 
Southwood Secondary 
School at 3:15 p.m.

The EDSS senior girls’ volleyball team defeated Grand River Collegiate Institute in their first 
regular season game on Tuesday in three sets, 25-10, 25-16, and 25-22. The junior girls lost 
to GRCI 25-13, 25-21, and 25-22 [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER].
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The Kiwanis Club of Elmira Presents:The Kiwanis Club of Elmira Presents:

Entry forms available at www.elmirakiwanisclub.com 
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Santa Claus Parade
Starts at 10am

Downtown Elmira
Major Parade Sponsor:

Saturday December 5th, 2015 Lots of Floats, Bands, 
Giveaways & Much More

Santa Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus ParadeSanta Claus Parade

THE JUNIOR FOOTBALL 
TEAM at EDSS has plenty 
to be proud of this season, 
despite losing in the semi-
finals last month.

After defeating Grand 
River Collegiate Institute 
7-0 on Nov. 16, the Elmira 
squad advanced to play the 
first-place Jacob Hespeler 
Secondary School team 
on Nov. 20. They fell 42-7, 
giving them a third-place 
finish in the league of 13 
teams.

“The boys, they played 
the best they could. They 
were outmatched. Jacob 

Third-place finish for EDSS football squad after semi-final loss
WHITNEY NEILSON Hespeler’s a really good 

team. We played them 
during the regular season 
and they beat us 33-1 so we 
knew that we’d be in tough. 
They kept trying for four 
quarters so that’s all we can 
ask for, but we were just 
outmatched, for sure,” said 
head coach Dave Munroe.

Elmira scored at the end 
of the first half versus Jacob 
Hespeler, and they had a 
couple decent drives in the 
second which put them in 
a scoring position, but they 
couldn’t push it far enough 
to score. JHSS was leading 
by a wide margin at the half 
and took their foot off the 

gas in the second because 
they were winning by so 
much, says Munroe.

“They have a lot of guys 
that play year round. They 
play for the travel team 
down in Cambridge. Their 
chemistry’s already there 
because they play together 
in the off season and 
they’re just on the field a 
lot more, playing all year 
round, versus our guys that 
a lot of them when they 
come into Grade 9, this is 
the first time they’ve ever 
played football,” he said.

The team got together 
the day before the game 
as part of a wrap up to the 

season. One of the coaches 
is a youth pastor at one of 
the local churches and they 
made a meal for the team 
and watched Remember 
the Titans. 

They’ve provided work-
out schedules for the Grade 
9s returning to the team 
next year.

“They usually do their off 
season workout program 
and we have usually three 
or four dates throughout 
the season where we do 
fitness testing, just to see 
how they’re progressing 
throughout the year,” Mun-
roe said.

They’re tested in agil-

ity, footwork, box jumps, 
pushups and the flexed arm 
hang test. And the major-
ity of the players have been 
taking it seriously the past 
few years.

“Usually most of the 
Grade 9s do show up to 
the testing days and a lot 
of them are in the weight 
rooms at lunch. They can 
buy memberships at the 
school, so a lot of them 
workout at school during 
lunch,” Munroe explained.

He says the team’s happy 
with how they did this sea-
son, especially making the 
playoffs and then playing in 
the semi-finals. They were 

disappointed with the loss 
to Jacob Hespeler, but they 
understand they’re not as 
experienced as them.

Elmira lost by a score of 
just 7-0 in the last game 
of the season to the other 
team that was in the finals 
against JHSS. Munroe 
said that was a really tight 
game with them, and it 
shows how they were able 
to compete at the top of the 
league.

“It was a great season. 
The coaches were happy 
with how they progressed, 
for sure. Any time you fin-
ish top three in WCSSAA it’s 
definitely a good season.”

The junior football squad at EDSS wrapped up a successful season last month, eventually losing to powerhouse Jacob Hespeler Secondary School in the semi-finals. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: AE
Nov. 17 vs Stoney Creek
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Carter Snider (2)
Assists: Bryson Rozema, 
Austin Roth

Novice: AE
Nov. 18 vs Halton Hills
Home: 5 Visitor: 3
Goals: Evan Woods (2), 
Carter Snider (2), Tyler 
Gingrich
Assists: Carter Snider, 
Nathan Dyck, Bryson 
Rozema, Jordan 
Maclachlan, Declan 
Johnson, Hayden Weber

Novice: AE
Nov. 22 vs Flamborough
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Hayden Weber

Novice: AE
Nov. 25 vs Stoney Creek
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Carter Snider, 
Hayden Weber (2), Tyler 
Gingrich
Assists: Brandon Fishman, 
Karsten Smith, Sam Brown

Novice: AE
Nov. 29 vs Stoney Creek
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Hayden Weber
Assists: Karsten Smith, 
Tyler Gingrich

Novice: LL #3
Nov. 28 vs Platsville
Home: 5  Visitor: 4
Goals: Luke Forbes (2), 
Haiden Wagner, Adam 
Lavigne, Gavin Sager
Assists: Adam Lavigne 
(2), Taylor Weber, Carson 
Staken

Novice: LL #3
Nov. 29 vs St. George
Home: 8  Visitor: 1
Goals: Owen McAdam (3), 
Carson Staken (2), Luke 
Forbes, Reed Snyder, Adam 
Lavigne
Assists: Gavin Sager (2), 
Reed Snyder, Declan Martin 
(2), Tommy Madison

Atom: MINOR A
Nov. 28 vs Brampton
Home: 7  Visitor: 0
Goals: Stuart Sinclair (2), 
Andrew Chumley (2), 
Mitchell Walker (2), Pacey 

Camm
Assists: Pacey Camm 
(2), Brady Martin, Stuart 
Sinclair, Liam Wood
Shutout: Tyler Fisher

Atom: MAJOR A
Nov. 26 vs Brampton
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Mason Spark, 
Ethan Bickerton, Drew 
Birmingham
Assists: Ethan Bickerton, 
Wthan Martin, Cade 
Beacom
Shutout: Nate Whittom

Atom: MAJOR A
Nov. 29 vs Oakville
Home: 7  Visitor: 4
Goals: Parker Alles, Ethan 
Martin, Drew Birmingham, 
Isaiah Reitzel, Jordan 
Chang (2), Cade Beacom
Assists: Isaiah Reitzel, 
Mason Spark (2), Ethan 
Bickerton (2), Joe Martin 
(3), Parker Alles (2), Ethan 
Martin (2), Ryan Brubacher

Atom: MAJOR AE
Nov. 20 vs Hespeler
Home: 6  Visitor: 0
Goals: Austin Schnarr 
(2), Jackson Smith, Sam 
Hacock, Nathan Lipp, 
Haiden Idzik
Assists: Nathan Lipp (2), 
Haiden Idzik (2), Austin 
Schnarr, Jackson Smith
Shutouts: Brennan Catton, 
Brock Rouse

Atom: MAJOR AE
Nov. 27 vs Halton Hills
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Owen Brown, 
Haiden Idzik
Assists: Evan Lucier, Evan 
Gruhl

PeeWee: MINOR AE
Nov. 24 vs Flamborough
Home: 6  Visitor: 2
Goals: Lucas Radler, 
Sam Siopiolosz (2), Will 
McDougall (2), Griffin 
Boerner
Assists: Mitchell Hartman 
(2), Griffin Boerner, Lucas 
Radler, Tristan Kraemar, 
Shelby Rempel, Sebastian 
Garrett

PeeWee: MINOR AE
Nov. 30 vs Centre 
Wellington
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Aiden von Kannen 
(2), Sam Siopiolosz, 

Mitchell Brubacher, Griffin 
Boerner
Assists: Sam Siopiolosz 
(2), Sam Goebel, Mitchell 
Hartman (2), Adam Pauls, 
Joshua Moore, Lucas Radler
Shutout: Connor 
Dingelstad

PeeWee: MINOR AE
Nov. 28 vs Stoney Creek
Home: 6  Visitor: 5
Goals: Lucas Radler (2), 
Griffin Boerner (2), Tristan 
Kraemer, Sam Siopiolosz
Assists: Sam Siopiolosz, 
Lucas Radler, Mitchell 
Hartman, Tristan Kraemer, 
Griffin Boerner, Sam 
Goebel, Sebastian Garrett

PeeWee: MAJOR AE
Nov. 24 vs Hespeler
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Gavin Wilson (2), 
Kieren Oberholzer, Kolin 
Weigel
Assists: Andrew Weber, 
Tyler Brubacher, Gavin 
Wilson, Mac Benham, Ben 
Fretz, Cody Kroetsch

PeeWee: MAJOR AE
Nov. 26 vs Erin-Hillsburgh
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Ben Fretz (3), Kieren 
Oberholzer, Tyler Brubacher
Assists: Logan Frey (2), 
Danny Soehner, Andrew 
Weber, Cody Kroetsch, 
Keith Mikel

PeeWee: LL #3
Nov. 28 vs Plattsville
Home: 6  Visitor: 3
Goals: Coleton Benham (3), 
Nolan Williamson, Matthew 
Yorke (2)
Assists: Andrew Buehler 
(3), Coleton Benham, Oscar 
Fitch, Nolan Williamson
Bantam: Minor A
Nov. 27 vs Oakville
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Matt Fleischmann 
(2), Hunter Weigel
Assists: Payton McIsaac, 
Jarrett Anderson, Brett 
Allen
Bantam: Minor A
Nov. 29 vs Halton Hills
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Matt Fleischmann 
(3)
Assists: Cameron Martin 
(2), Brett Allen, Trevor 
Ferretti, Hunter Weigel

HOCKEY 
TOURNEYS

PeeWee: MAJOR AA
Nations Cup 
Detroit Nov. 27-30
Game 1 vs Livingston
Home: 6  Visitor: 4
Goals: Kyler Austin, Cole 
Slade, Michael Hayes, Owen 
Lee (2), Owen Troyer
Assists: Cameron Leonard 
(2), Spencer Young (3), 
Owen Lee, Kyler Austin
Nov. 27 vs Little Caesars 
FH Black
Home: 5  Visitor: 4
Goals: Kyler Austin (2), 
Spencer Young, Owen Lee, 
Cameron Leonard
Assists: Nate Snyder, AJ 
Mitchell, Gavin Roemer
Nov. 28 vs Chicago
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Spencer Young, Cole 
Slade, Michael Hayes
Assists: Michael Hayes
Nov. 28 vs Highland Park
Home: 1  Visitor: 8
Goals: Kyler Austin
Assists: Evan Roth
Nov. 29 vs Steel City
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Cameron Leonard, 
Spencer Young, Kyler 
Austin, Owen Lee, Nate 
Snyder
Assists: Gavin Roemer, 
Kyler Austin, Cameron 
Leonard, Michael Hayes, 
Colton Schmitt, Evan Roth, 
Cole Slade, Easton Gowing
Shutout: Quinn Brown

Midget: MAJOR A
Midland Silver Stick
Midland Nov. 27-29
Game 1 vs South Muskoka
Home: 1  Visitor: 4
Goals: Aaron Logan
Nov. 28 vs Dorchester
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Mitch Waters, Kelby 
Martin, Aaron Weigel, 
Mathieu Fife
Assists: Tyler Moser (2), 
Matthew Schouppe
Nov. 28 vs Quinte West
Home: 1  Visitor: 4
Goals: Ryan Shantz

WATERLOO 
WOLVES

Atom: MAJOR AA
Nov. 29 vs London
Home: 6  Visitor: 3

Goals: Tyler O’Hearn, Nolan 
Reesor, Damon Radley, 
Aaron Jain, Liam Witmer, 
Jackson Heron
Assists: Dimitri 
Eleftheriadis (2), Brandon 
Kong (2), Josh Dierickse 
(2), Caleb Hunter, Matt 
Anderson, Zach Arnold, 
Carson Bernhardt

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: B
Nov. 26 vs Waterloo
Home: 4  Visitor: 0

Goals: Kylie Rayfield, Kara 
Macpherson, Claire Catton, 
Sara Forwell
Assists: Hailey Mueller, 
Olivia Straus
Shutout: Sam Weber

Atom: LL
Nov. 26 vs Cambridge
Home: 0  Visitor: 7
Goals: Claire Jacklin (4), 
Kyla Bloch (2), Alison 
Martin
Assists: Hailey Brubacher 
(2), Emily Martin, Nora 
Beatty, Kelsey Brubacher, 

Karli Gingrich, Kyla Bloch
Shutout: Makenna Kroetsch

Atom: LL
Nov. 28 vs Kitchener
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Alison Martin (2), 
Kyla Bloch
Shutout: Makenna Kroetsch

Atom: BB 7103
Nov. 21 vs Vaughan
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Chloe Hislop, Amy 
Dueck, Ayla Brubacher(2)
Assists: Brooke Rempel, 

THE SCORE | SUBMIT SCORES ONLINE AT OBSERVERXTRA.COM/SCORE

in, in that second period. 
Overtime was obviously 
the result we wanted,” Ca-
nal said.

Skinner launched the 
puck past 99er goalie Will 
Rawski three minutes into 
the third, but 10 minutes 
later Walker (Guy Polillo, 
Sheehan Kirkwood) tied it 
up again.

In overtime, MacSorley 
(Skinner) found the back 
of the net, giving Elmira 
its first overtime win this 
season.

“After you win one you 
think back on the other 

overtime losses and you try 
to pick it apart. The other 
games we had chances too 
we just weren’t able to bury 
it in those games. We were 
fortunate enough that we 
were able to bury it and hit 
the net on the shot that we 
had, finally,” Canal said 
with a laugh.

He notes the goals scored 
on them were on odd man 
rushes, which they need to 
limit because good teams 
will always take advantage. 
Kyle Soper stood out for 
him this weekend as in 
both games Soper started 
on the forward line, but 
had to switch to defense.

“Your mindset’s on one 
thing and then you have to 
flip and play a totally dif-
ferent position. Any time a 
guy’s got to do that is good 
on him for being able to 
help us out,” Canal said.

While rising up the stand-
ings is always on every 
team’s mind, Canal says 
their goal right now is to 
ensure they’re playing a full 
60 minutes every game.

“What we’ve been trying 
to stress is we’re playing 
the way we want to play 
and not really worrying 
about who we’re playing, 
trying to make sure we lim-
it the scoring chances the 

other team has with odd 
man rushes and momen-
tum. We’re confident in the 
group we have and it’s just 
a matter of making sure 
we’re playing the way we 
want to and the guys want 
to as well,” Canal said.

Elmira is fifth in the 
league of nine teams with 
a 9-12-1 record. They head 
down the 85 to Waterloo 
on Saturday for a 7:30 p.m. 
game against the Siskins. 
They’ll return to Elmira on 
Sunday for a 7 p.m. puck 
drop versus the Listowel 
Cyclones. You can also catch 
the Kings in the Elmira San-
ta Claus Parade on Saturday.

KINGS: Players to take part in Santa Claus parade Saturday
FROM | 9

Chloe Hislop, Amy Dueck, 
Madi Martin

Atom: BB 7103
Nov. 22 vs North York
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Chloe Hislop, Brooke 
Rempel

Atom: BB 7103
Nov. 23 vs Grand River
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Paige Woods, Taya 
Deifenbacher
Shutout: Gwyneth Martin

Atom: BB 7103
Nov. 26 vs Waterloo
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Madi Martin 
Assists: Chloe Hislop, Paige 
Woods
Shutout: Gwyneth Martin

PeeWee: B
Nov. 28 vs Twin Centre
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Maddy Goss, Julia 
Doerbecker
Assists: Sydney Dettweiler

Bantam: LL 7147
Nov. 27 vs Wilmot
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Morgan Hanley, Zoe 
Peev, Liette Fife, Maddy 
Cruickshank
Assists: Maddy Cruickshank, 
Claire Hartman, Bridgitte 
Dyksterhuis

Bantam: LL 7147
Nov. 29 vs Stratford
Home: 2 Visitor: 0
Goals: Maddy Cruickshank, 
Jade Lipczynski
Assists: Morgan Hanley
Shutout: Brianna Fleming

HOCKEY 
TOURNEYS

PeeWee: LL 7130
Halton Fall Classic
Milton Nov. 20-22
Game 1 vs Oakville
Home: 0  Visitor: 5
Nov. 21 vs Burlington #3
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Sarah Button
Assists: Lauren Rintoul, 
Rachel Forbes
Nov. 21 vs Burlington #6
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Sarah Button, Emma 
Brubacher, Lauren Rintoul
Assists: Lauren Rintoul, 
Shelby Mikel, Sarah Button, 
Rachel Forbes

KARATE

WHITE HERON MARTIAL 
ARTS Nov. 27
Students advancing to 
Orange Belt: Matthew 
Metzger
Students advancing 
to Stripe Belt: Brielle 
McCluskey, Connor Goebel, 
Sam Goebel
Students advancing to 
Yellow Belt: Brady Gingrich

Rob Kohli dekes his way past a Brantford 99er in Elmira’s win on home ice on 
Sunday. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

WOOWLICH MIDGETS BRING HOME GOLD

The Woolwich Wildcats Midgets defeated Thorold 4-0 for the gold medal in a hard-fought battle Nov 29. Terry Chau earned 
the shutout.Back row: Nathan Horst, Will Mewhiney, Jeff Talbot, Alex Metzger, Mike Devries, Keean Dowdall, Trent Brunkard, 
Jon Martin, Aaron Crawford. Front row: Ryan Diemart, Conner Goss, Liam Catton, Adam Elliott, Chau, Nick Campagnolo, Max 
Bender. Missing: Ben Bishop, coach Harold Devries, asst. coach Adam Elliott, trainer Jim Dowdall, manager/trainer Vaughn 
Bender. [SUBMITTED]

SILVER FOR ST. BONIFACE VOLLEYBALL SQUAD

St. Boniface made it to the championship in a tournament hosted by St. David Catholic School in Waterloo Nov. 27. St. Clement 
finished first with the gold. This year’s team are Patrick Haley, Lucas Huber, Simon Huber, Skye Jones, Gabe Rebelo, Matthew 
Thaler, Seth Doerr, Erik Bitschy, Chase Schnurr, Jake McDonald, Jacob Goy and Max Mazzetti. [DIANE STRICKLER]
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Gifts about giving 
of time and money

COFFEE PRODUCTION 
IS IN its own mad world 
right now, and farmers and 
consumers everywhere are 
paying the price. 

Since the demise of the 
International Coffee Agree-
ment some 25 years ago, 
which set limits on exports 
and kept market prices sta-
ble, coffee trading has been 
on a rollercoaster ride. 

It’s come to a head lately. 
At a global coffee forum in 
Italy this fall, huge world 
shortages were being pre-
dicted. That’s a result of 
drought, plant disease such 
as coffee rust and discour-
aged Brazilian farmers, 
who with 2.7-billion kilo-
grams of production annu-
ally, produce more coffee 
than anyone. But they’re 
stung by Brazil’s deflated 
currency, and – like their 
colleagues everywhere – by 
the handful of global coffee 
conglomerates who control 
half of the world’s supply 
and keep prices to farmers 
down. 

It’s a pitiful situation. 
Yet even against this short-
supply, high-demand back-
drop, in Canada, one of 
the world’s major fast-food 
chains recently offered 
its customers free coffee. 
Another popular coffee 

Women 
have a 
special role 
in coffee 
co-op

ROBERTS | 18

Canadians expected to spend an average of $652
on holiday shopping this year, says a new poll

LIZ BEVAN

Christmas is a reason for 
spending on gifts, but 
people will usually find 
an outlet, says WLU prof. 
Bradley Ruffle.

IT IS THE HOLIDAY shop-
ping season, with busy 
malls, packed parking lots 
and the struggle to find 
that perfect something for 
everyone on your Christ-
mas list. 

It may seem 
easier to 

hand 
over 

an 
en-

velope 
on Christmas 

morning with cash or a 
gift card in it, but Bradley 
Ruffle, an associate profes-
sor of economics at Wilfrid 
Laurier University and 
expert in gift giving, says to 
brave the crowds and keep 
looking for a thoughtful 
and meaningful gift this 

year.
“Gift cards are an inter-

esting phenomenon,” he 
said. “Cash isn’t accepted 
sometimes. Gift cards are 
almost cash, yet they tend 
to be accepted increasing-
ly. I don’t think they show 
the thought that buying an 
actual present or gift does. 
If you actually go into a 
store and find that particu-
lar item they like, I think 
that gives you a little more 
bang for your buck.”

Even though they 
don’t show as much 

thought or person-
alization, Ruffle 

says that gift 
cards at 
Christmas 
are on the 

rise, and 
have been 

for the last few 
years.

“[They] are certainly 
becoming more popular 

and I expect that trend to 
continue,” he said, adding 
that they are becoming 
more popular in conjunc-
tion with online shopping 
rather than braving the 
busy holiday crowds. “Cer-
tainly, in the digital age, 
where we can find what-
ever we want, it makes 
it more difficult for gift-
givers to find something 
that is unique and special 
to the recipient. We are all 
busy, so gift cards are an 
easy go-to.”

Giving gifts at Christ-
mastime is so widespread, 

Waterloo 
St. Jacobs 
Pharmacy 
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Unit 16, Waterloo, ON

P: 519-206-6777
F: 519-206-6779

• EASY Prescription Transfer
• FREE Blister Package
• FREE Medication Reviews & 

One on One Consultations
• ODB $2 Co-Pay is Waived 

on Eligible Prescriptions

L I V E  W E L L  W I T H

FAMILY OWNED

in Waterloo and 
Surrounding Areas*FREE Rx Delivery

Family Practice Onsite ACCEPTING PATIENTS *Some restrictions may apply, see store for details

NOW OPEN! Directly Across From St. Jacobs Farmer’s Market
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many don’t question the 
reason behind the tradi-
tion. According to the Ca-
nadian Museum of History, 
the practice of giving gifts 
used to centre around New 
Years rather than Dec. 25. 
Slowly, as industrialization 
took hold, Canadians had 
more expendable income, 
and gift-giving moved to 
the tradition we know to-
day – unwrapping presents 
on Christmas morning in 
front of the decorated tree, 
surrounded by family and 
friends.

Ruffle says the custom of 
giving gifts on Christmas 
has become the commonly 
accepted practice.

“To not give a (Christ-
mas) gift is very awkward,” 
he said. “It breaks that so-
cial norm.”

Whether it is a gift card 
or a wrapped present with 
ribbons, Ruffle believes the 
act of gift-giving is a way 
to boost, or even maintain, 
relationships. It doesn’t 
even have to be a Christ-
mas present. 

“[Gift-giving says], ‘here, 
I care about you,’” he said. 
“It might be giving a gift 
to someone that doesn’t 
expect one, or it might be 
giving a gift that signals, 
‘I really know your tastes.’ 
That person thinks, ‘they 
really took the time to 
think of me and really 
know me well.’ A lot of gifts 
are thoughtful, and it 

GIFTS | 18
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Share the Magic of New Holland. 
ERT35906
1:16 Big Farm T6Farm T6F 070
Radio Control

ERT13819
1:32 T9.670 4WD Prestige Tractor

ERT13733DS
1:64 CR9070 Combine

ERT35635DS
1:16 Big Farm TFarm TF 7050
with Loader

© 2011 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. 
CNH and New Holland are registered trademarks of CNH America LLC. 

www.newholland.com

 
These authentic, small-scale reproductions of  
New Holland equipment are rugged and durable, just 
like their full-size counterparts. Available in a range 
of models and styles, they’re sure to delight both 
the young and the young at heart. It’s the equipment 
you love at just the right size to fit under your tree.  

STOP IN AND SEE US TODAY! 
Or visit  partstore.agriculture.newholland.com

These authentic, small-scale reproductions of 

UNWRAP THE FUN THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 
WITH TOYS FROM NEW HOLLAND.

ESM FARM EQUIPMENT

7293 Wallenstein ON
519-669-5176

esmfarmequipment.com

“Family Owned Since 1938”

Never Enough Thyme Catering Inc. 
was created with one thought in 
mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 

Hours: Mon-Tues 9-5, Wed-Fri 9-6, SAT 9-4  ✦  83A Arthur St. S, Elmira
519-669-0374  ✦  www.neverenoughthyme.ca

Gift Certificates AvailableGive the Gift of Time

YOUR OWNYOUR OWN
CREATE
YOUR OWN

Favourite Foodie!avouavouavo rite urite uFor your

CREATECREATE

rite Foodie!Foodie!Frite For yourrite For yourrite 
Gift Basket

WIN YOUR PURCHASE
with ‘Peel To Reveal’ Savings*  10% OFF!MINIMUM 

SAVINGS OF

premierequipment.ca

275 Church St W 519-669-5453IElmira  

100’s of items
ON SALE

just in time for Christmas gi� giving

Sale e�ective Saturday, December 5th - Friday, December 11th

Gi�s · Candles · Cards
Home+Garden Decor

Canadian Made

www.in-season.ca  ·  Tues - Wed 10-6  ·  Thurs - Fri 10-8  ·  Sat 10-5  ·  Closed Sun  ·  519-218-2188

In the heart of Mennonite Country
Just minutes from the St. Jacobs Farmer’s Market

3585 Lobsinger Line, St. Clements OPEN MONDAYs until Christmas Dec 7, 14, 21: 10am - 6pm

25 Industrial Dr, Elmira
Milverton - Stratford - Drayton - Listowel

800 250 8750    www.mornington.ca

DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS

December 11th to the 24th*

Visit our website for more information.

Great deals on accessories, cell 
phone, Internet, Television and  

Home Phone services - plus prizes!

*Don’t worry, we can count.  We know it’s actually 14 days, but hey, we’re not open on Sundays.

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT 
GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS?
Look to the Observer’s Gift Ideas guide to find the perfect gift from a great local business!
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CHRISTMAS SALE
UP
TO50% OFF QUALITY

MENS
APPAREL

CHRISTMAS 
UP
TO50% O

S HO P  O N L INE : BrownsMenswear.com

M E N ’ S  C L O T H I E R  |  1 8  -  2 4  A R T H U R  S T R E E T  S .  |  5 1 9 - 6 6 9 - 11 5 2

S T O R E H O U R S: 
M O N -  W E D 9 - 6
T H U R S -  F R I  9 -7
S AT U R D AY 9 - 5

W.C.  BROWN AND SONS

UNTIL CHRISTMAS
Brand Name Clothing 

Suits, Sport Jackets, Ties, Shirts, 
Pants, Sweaters, Reversible Casual 
Sweaters, Jeans, Wool & Leather 
Coats & Jackets, Flannel Pajamas, 
Socks, Underwear and Much More! 

Sizes Small to 3XLarge

100’s of items
ON SALE

just in time for Christmas gi� giving

Sale e�ective Saturday, December 5th - Friday, December 11th

Gi�s · Candles · Cards
Home+Garden Decor

Canadian Made

www.in-season.ca  ·  Tues - Wed 10-6  ·  Thurs - Fri 10-8  ·  Sat 10-5  ·  Closed Sun  ·  519-218-2188

In the heart of Mennonite Country
Just minutes from the St. Jacobs Farmer’s Market

3585 Lobsinger Line, St. Clements OPEN MONDAYs until Christmas Dec 7, 14, 21: 10am - 6pm

25 Industrial Dr, Elmira
Milverton - Stratford - Drayton - Listowel

800 250 8750    www.mornington.ca

DAYS OF
CHRISTMAS

December 11th to the 24th*

Visit our website for more information.

Great deals on accessories, cell 
phone, Internet, Television and  

Home Phone services - plus prizes!

*Don’t worry, we can count.  We know it’s actually 14 days, but hey, we’re not open on Sundays.

ST. JACOBS - Corner of Sawmill Rd. & HWY. #86

519-664-2400

A GREAT SELECTION OF GIFT 
BASKETS & WICKER TRAYS

A GREAT SELECTION OF GIFT 

Season’s 
Greetings
Season’s 

Greetings
BASKETS & WICKER TRAYS

GIFT BOXESGIFT BOXES

ST. JACOBS - Corner of Sawmill Rd. & HWY. #86

Christmas Headquarters

Listowel  •   Elmira  •   Mildmay

6805 Hwy 86 W, Elmira
519-669-1561  • www.stoltzsales.com

Toys starting 
from $3.95

Your

CHRISTMAS COUNTDOWN:

The Gift Ideas guide will be included in 
the next 2 editions leading up to Christmas. 
Check back each week for NEW OFFERS 
from GREAT LOCAL BUSINESSES!

DEC

10
DEC

3
DEC

17



18 | VENTURE THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2015

chain raised its prices in 
the summer. At whose ex-
pense? 

The vast majority of 
coffee producers are very 
small family farmers 
who are poorly equipped 
to handle this global 
phenomenon. Rising 
consumption mainly in 
emerging markets means 
demand is predicted to 
escalate more than 30 per 
cent over the next 15 years. 
Farmers could be making 

a decent living. Instead 
they’re struggling. 

The fair trade movement 
helps address the situa-
tion. Fair trade coffee bean 
farmers are guaranteed 
consistent, reasonable 
prices that cover the cost 
of production and then 
some, in exchange for cer-
tain production standards, 
mainly environmental and 
labour related. 

Earlier this fall, the Uni-
versity of Guelph’s Canada 
Research Chair in Gender, 

Justice and Development 
Prof. Sharada Srinivasan, 
hosted a lecture by a fair-
trade northern Peruvian 
group that has further 
carved out a unique coffee 
production niche. 

It’s called Café Femeni-
no, which roughly trans-
lates to “women’s coffee.” 

Patrons of this coffee co-
op, which include Planet 
Bean in Guelph, pay a 
premium for the fair trade 
aspect of its operation. But 
then they go beyond, and 

pay an additional few cents 
a pound to support the 
women who produce it. 

Isabel Uriate Latorre 
started the Peruvian group 
with her husband Victor 
in 2004.  They were trying 
to find a way to break the 
male-dominated coffee 
production culture which 
resulted in whole families 
producing coffee, but the 
men in the family selling 
it and then often frittering 
away the profits. A poverty 
cycle ensued that left fami-
lies in tatters. 

Isabel and Victor figured 
the way to promote change 
was to empower women 
and get them more in-
volved, by offering a finan-
cial incentive for fair trade, 
certified organic coffee 
that could specifically be 
identified as having been 

produced with them in a 
lead role, and the proceeds 
going directly to them to 
support their families. 

The concept caught fire. 
The Peruvian initiative 
now has 1,655 members 
in 60 communities, in six 
coffee-producing regions. 
Café Femenino has grown 
into a foundation that 
supports such ventures 
in other coffee-producing 
countries, too.  It’s all sup-
ported by coffee roasters 
in developed countries 
who believe in not only fair 
trade, but in women’s role 
in social change. 

In Guelph, Bill Barrett, 
founder of Planet Bean, 
sells Café Femenino coffee 
for $18.69 a pound. He’s 
travelled to Peru to see the 
women’s co-ops in action. 
Over time, he’s watched 

families grow and develop 
stable homes as a result of 
making a reliable and rea-
sonable income through 
Café Femenino. 

To Barrett and some of 
his customers, it’s worth-
while paying more for so-
cial justice. Café Femenino 
coffee comprises about 10 
per cent of Planet Bean’s 
sales. 

And to Guelph research-
er Srinivasan, seeing social 
justice and women’s rights 
emerge in the remote cof-
fee fields of Peru is heart-
ening. 

“Café Femenino presents 
an exciting opportunity 
to learn about gender and 
generational issues in 
bringing about a socially 
just, economically and 
ecologically viable food 
system,” she says.

ROBERTS: Empowering women turns out to be a good way to promote change, economic growth
FROM | 15

Visit Martin’s:

Give the Gift
of HOME

DONATE
TODAY!

Construction 
Spring 2016
We need your help so 
we can start construction 
on time. Region funding 
will be available in early 
2016, and we’re taking all 
the steps necessary so we 
will be ready to break 
ground in Spring.

Downtown Elmira
Being located in the core enriches residents’ 
lives while adding to the vibrancy of the area:

• Walking distance to retail businesses

• One block from bus stop

• Next to Woolwich Community Services

• Access to thrift shop and foodbank

A Place to Call HOME
This project enables people to stay in our 
community so they can maintain their existing 
relationships while developing new ones. 
It avoids placing our most vulnerable 
community members in situations of isolation.

Staying in Elmira also lessens the burden for 
families, knowing that their loved ones’ 
housing needs are being met locally.

Barrier free: Accessible without steps • Elevator to all floors • Wide doors • Several units have step-in showers

Dan Driedger
Executive Director

ddriedger@mennohomes.com
226-476-2535

202 - 50 Kent Ave.
Kitchener ON, N2G 3R1 CRA # 86304 7015 R0001

www.mennohomes.com

Help us create new barrier-free affordable 
rental housing in Elmira. DONATE TODAY.

CONTAC T US TO DONATE:

Local fundraising committee members: Grant Bauman, Naomi Freiburger, Ken Martin, Gloria Martin, Brad Martin, Linda Palmer, Vi Radcliffe

doesn’t need to be Christ-
mas specifically. Maybe we 
travelled somewhere and 
thought of someone, or we 
think of something that 
is unique. Those kinds of 
gifts are very much appre-
ciated. It is all about rela-
tionships and indicating 
our interest in maintaining 
or even furthering the rela-
tionship.”

That drive to give a 
meaningful gift, especially 
at Christmas, accounts for 
3.5 per cent of Canadian 
spending. Last year, a Bank 
of Montreal survey found 
that shoppers spent an av-
erage of $1,810 celebrating 

the holiday season, around 
$500 spent exclusively on 
presents. 

CIBC this week released 
the results of a survey that 
show Christmas spending 
has increased to $652 this 
year, with the majority (55 
per cent) making an effort 
to stay within budget. Ruf-
fle says the amount may be 
a bit more than the average 
Canadian can afford.

“Credit cards certainly 
facilitate that,” he said. 
“Buying things on credit 
and worrying about paying 
the bills in the new year is a 
common phenomenon.”

Ruffle says that as a re-
sult, retailers see a boost 
just before the holiday 

season. 
“I think the impact is 

concentrated right around 
Christmas,” he said, add-
ing that if the gift-giving 
tradition wasn’t centered 
around the winter holidays, 
Canadians would probably 
spend more at other holi-
days, cementing the impor-
tance of showing someone 
you care with a thoughtful 
present. “If we didn’t give 
presents at Christmastime, 
would we give them at 
another time of year? If 
there was no Christmas, we 
would just give bigger gifts 
on birthdays. Would we cre-
ate extra holidays to make 
sure that everyone is getting 
a gift at some point?”

GIFTS: Giving them is just part of the culture
FROM | 15

END OF AN ERA

DH Food and Lodging in St. Jacobs will be closing as of Dec. 23. The building, owned by Mercedes Corp. will be available for other businesses, 
but it’s unclear who will take over the space as of yet. Stone Crock Inc. operates the hotel and restaurant. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca

AS PER SECTION 20/21 OF ONTARIO REGULATION 
63/09 PESTICIDES ACT

A Public Meeting will be held at MERRY – HILL GOLF CLUB on
FRIDAY, DEC. 4, 2015 FROM 11:00 AM TO 11:30 AM

The meeting will take place at MERRY – HILL GOLF CLUB, 
2321 Shantz Station Road, Breslau, ON N0B 1M0 (in the Turf Center).

The Annual Report as required by Section 19 of Ontario Regulation 63/09 will be 
presented and made available for viewing to the Public.

Questions regarding the Meeting may be directed to: Mr. Fraser Stalkie,
Club House Manager,  Cell: (519) 635-3906 Email: info@merryhillgolf.com

MERRY HILL
G O L F  C L U B

N O T I C E  O F
PUBLIC MEETING

My Services:

Acquire Wise Counsel
Whether you’re facing a specific legal issue or 
have questions that only a lawyer can properly 
answer, I am here to help. I work hard to support 
you no matter the situation at hand.

(519) 669-1736   scottgraingerlaw.ca

Criminal Law
Real Estate
Wills & Estates
Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Acquire Wise CounselAcquire Wise CounselAcquire Wise Counsel

Serving Waterloo Region, Wellington and Perth County for Over 20 Years

SCOTT GRAINGER LAW

ON THE STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

STILL A TEENAGER, NAOMI 
Bristow has already spent 
years touring and record-
ing. With several albums 
to her name, the young 
performer’s latest, Yodelin’ 
Christmas, has her on a 
yuletide tour that stops at 
Maryhill’s Commercial Tav-
ern on Sunday afternoon.

She’s no stranger to the 
venue, having performed 
there previously with Larry 
Mercey, with whom she’s 
appeared many times. She’s 
also joined other country 
music stalwarts of the 
CKNX Barn Dance, includ-
ing Johnny Burke, The 
Good Brothers and Gordie 
Tapp.

For this show, she’ll be 
joined by Steve Piticco and 
Dwayne Friesen. The set 
list will be heavy on songs 
from her new Christmas 
album.

“It’s mostly country 
Christmas,” she says on 
the line from her home in 
Beeton, Ont. “There’s some 
classics like O Holy Night, 
and country songs like The 
Christmas Shoes and A 
Christmas Letter.

“Oh, and I do a Christ-
mas version of Hallelujah,” 
she adds of Leonard Co-
hen’s iconic song.

Christmas 
takes on a 
country 
flavour in 
Maryhill

BRISTOW | 20

LIZ BEVAN

DICKENS | 20

THE LOST & FOUND Theatre 
Company in Kitchener is 
putting on a show that will 
have audiences following 
Ebenezer Scrooge’s tale of 
redemption and Christmas 
spirit.

The ensemble company 
is debuting Canadian play-
wright Richard Quesnel’s 
adaptation of A Christmas 
Carol and everyone is in-
vited. 

Quesnel has spent the last 
12 years writing the script 
and stage direction and says 
this production, Charles 
Dickens Writes A Christmas 
Carol, isn’t going to be a 
word-for-word retelling of 
the classic holiday novel, 
written in 1843, but rather, a 
look at the author and how 
he wrote the tales of Christ-
mas ghosts and giving.

“Any production that you 
see of A Christmas Carol, 
you just get to see the story. 
You even lose the narration 
that is present in the novel. 
He does so much comment-
ing on what is happening 
and the politics of London, 
England, but also on just the 
spirit of Christmas and how 
much of that is being lost 
in London at that time,” he 
said. “I thought, boy, I find 
it fascinating, and I think it 
really adds to the experience 
of the book.” 

Quesnel is an actor, as 
well as a writer, and has 
been a fan of Dickens since 
his university days. The 
playwright was inspired by 
the different retellings and 

Charles Dickens Writes A Christmas Carol adds the author into the mix as the story develops

the history of Dickens to put 
his own version out there.

“When I went to univer-
sity, I was an English major 
and I specialized in 19th 
century prose fiction and 
Charles Dickens was by 
far my favourite,” he said. 
“When I started to look 
into his life and how it af-
fected his writing, I really 
was struck as to how much 
Charles Dickens and I had 
in common. He wanted to 
be an actor, first and fore-
most. He tried to act, and 

when that didn’t pan out, 
he became a writer as his 
second passion. He had 
an immediate hit with the 
Pickwick Papers, and then 
he went through a seven 
year dry spell of not be-
ing able to write anything 
that the people of London 
wanted to read. His publish-
ers cut his salary and kept 
trying to push him to write 
something that sold. Finally, 
in his own words, he said, 
‘I have to give up on all of 
that,’ and he locked himself 

in his study and wrote what 
he wanted to write, which 
turned out to be about 14 
days, he came up with A 
Christmas Carol.”

The book is more than 150 
years old, but Gareth Potter, 
the veteran actor who has 
taken on the roles of Bob 
Cratchit and Dickens says 
the lessons learned in the 
tale of ‘bah humbugs’ and 
Christmas giving will never 
go stale. 

“I think it is very impor-
tant at this time of year, 

regardless of religion, race, 
where you are from in the 
world, I think the message of 
goodwill towards all is para-
mount,” he said.

Hannah Ziss, a part of the 
cast and media manager for 
Lost and Found Theatre says 
the message still resonates.

“It birthed a lot of the 
Christmas themes that we 
see in so many Christmas 
stories and music that we 
have seen ever since,” she 

GIG / LIVE MUSIC

Veteran Stratford Festival actor Gareth Potter, playing the role of Bob Cratchit, gets scolded by Ebenezer Scrooge, played by Vince Carlin, in Charles Dickens Writes A Christmas Carol. The 
show runs from Dec. 2-12 at the Conrad Centre for the Performing Arts in Kitchener.  [SUBMITTED]

A look behind the scenes
of Dickens’ classic yuletide tale

STEVE KANNON

Naomi Bristow 
brings her Yodelin’ 
Christmas tour to 
the Commercial 
Tavern on Sunday
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Completely Custom Kitchens, Bathrooms, Work Spaces and more…

Excellent Quality, Great Value!

COME SEE OUR SHOWROOM www.pinecreekcabinets.com519-274-0300

You Dream It, We Build It!

Make your farm more sustainable and profitable! Our 2016 seminar 
will focus on four local companies who can provide products, services and 
expertise that will help enrich your farm each year by increasing the health 
and vitality of your soil, crops and livestock. 
 Speakers include Mary Beerman from Mary Living Outside, who will teach 
you how to nurture your soil ecosystem, applying healthy soil principals to common 
soil types in southwestern Ontario.  Agronomist Mike Nuttall will explain Farm For 
Profit’s biological soil product that will help speed-up soil remediation, digest  
pesticide residue and break up the hard-pan layer to grow a bumper crop. Owner of 
De Dell Seeds Vince Trudell and corn breeder Adrian de Dreu will teach you how to 
select the right corn hybrid for your farm. Bio-Ag’s President Parry Bast will discuss 
the principals of natural animal nutrition and cost savings of pairing natural nutrition 
with properly nurtured soil and IP crops.  

ANNUAL BIO-AG EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR 2016 

The Secrets of Success  
with Natural Agriculture 
Bringing Soil, Crop & Nutritional Management together
JOIN US on Wednesday, January 20th in Milverton ON 

Wednesday, January 20th, 2016: 10am to 3pm 
Registration starts at 9am 

Perth East Recreational Complex, 40 Temperance Street,  Milverton, ON 

Cost is $50+HST/person (pre-paid by Jan 4th) 
Call for details, early-bird discount available until Dec 22nd 

A delicious, hot GMO-free lunch & doorprizes are included with registration 

BIO-AG CONSULTANTS AND DISTRIBUTORS
Phone: 519-656-2460 - Toll Free: 800-363-5278 - E-mail: info@bio-ag.com 

said. “We see that so often 
in modern films and I think 
this book birthed a lot of 
that sentiment.”

The cast is an ensemble, 
with some actors playing 
more than one character, 
including Elmira resident 
Parker Merlihan. 

“He is one of the three 
really great kids we have in 
the show with us,” said Ziss. 
“He is playing a couple of 
different roles. He is a young 
Cockney boy, the one who 
asks for a shilling to go and 
get the Christmas turkey at 
the end of the story and he 

is a Cratchit child, among 
other things.”

Having the cast play more 
than one character in a pro-
duction is something that 
adds a little extra to the per-
formance, says Potter, a 12-
year veteran of the Stratford 
Festival. He says playing 
more than one character has 
its challenges.

“It is almost meta-the-
atrical how (Cratchit) can 
come through the skin of 
(Dickens). The challenge is 
always finding the physical-
ity without being a clown. It 
is difficult because we only 
have two weeks of rehears-

als,” he said. “The accent is 
another challenge. Dickens 
is an upper class British 
man, and Cratchit, just to 
make it more apparent that 
he is lower class, we decided 
to give him a Cockney ac-
cent. It is a little bit hard.”

Even though the cast and 
crew has only the past two 
weeks available for rehears-
als, Potter says there were 
some unique aspects of the 
show that have really come 
together.

“There is some beautiful 
singing from the carolers 
in the show,” he said. “I 
don’t know how they put it 

together but it is just so gor-
geous. One of the neat parts, 
when you get an ensemble, 
is for Richard to coordinate 
entrances and exits and cos-
tumes and props, so that has 
been kind of tricky.”

Quesnel says the show is 
for everyone, and he hopes 
that the audience can learn 
a thing or two about the 
holiday spirit.

“Similar to Dickens 
himself when he wrote the 
novel, I hope that it will 
revitalize the holiday spirit 
and imbue a greater feeling 
for our fellow men than we 
had before. Hopefully it will 
last for the ensuing year. I 
would love the same thing 
to happen – to revitalize the 
spirit and remind people 
what Christmas is about 

and not just the buying and 
exchanging of presents,” he 
said, adding that everyone 
will enjoy the show – young 
and old. 

In the spirit of the Christ-
mas season, the theatre is 
offering free tickets to the 
first 30 attendees at certain 
performances.

“I think that the whole 
book is based on the idea 
of charity, mercy and for-
bearance, and abundance 
rejoices. That is what this is 
about,” said Quesnel. “We 
are going to try and show it, 
too.”

The Lost & Found The-
atre production of Charles 
Dickens Writes A Christmas 
Carol runs December 2-12, 
with multiple matinee (2 
p.m.) and evening (7:30 
p.m.) performances, at the 
Conrad Centre for the Per-
forming Arts, 36 King St. W., 
Kitchener. Tickets are $29 
($18 for students, $80 for a 
family four-pack), available 
at www.lostandfoundthe-
atre.ca.

DICKENS: “I hope that it will revitalize the holiday spirit,” says the playwright of the story 
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The show will feature 
Bristow’s distinctive yodel-
ling style of singing, which 
sounds polished beyond 
her years. That perhaps 
comes from starting out so 
young – she released her 
first album (Cowboy Sweet-
heart) in 2008 at the tender 
age of 11. People took note, 
with her accolades and 
awards including twice 
being named the Western 
Music Association’s “Youth 
Yodeler of the Year.”

“When I was a little girl, 
my family was involved in 
the rodeo circuit – I grew 
up with a lot of country 
music.”

At the age of 8, she saw 
a yodeller on television. 
So smitten by the singing 
style, she sent away for 
an instructional book and 
tape, teaching herself to 
become proficient.

Still a teen, she’s already 
a veteran performer of 
many years, having learned 
to juggle family, school 
and being a teenager. Her 
singing has allowed for ex-
periences well beyond her 
years.

“I’ve been able to travel 
all over North America – to 
almost every province in 
Canada, to Nashville, Mon-
tana, Minnesota ...

“I’m very lucky. I’ve got 
to meet so many great 
people.”

She’s recorded with 
Vince Gill, Richard Sterban 
of the Oak Ridge Boys and 
Jim Ed Brown of the Grand 
Ole Opry, where she hopes 
one day to perform. Nash-
ville is where she recorded 
her fourth album, Lookin’ 

Back. The just released Yo-
delin’ Christmas features 
a duet with Whisperin’ Bill 
Anderson as they perform 
his song Po Folks Christ-
mas.

Bristow cites Patsy Cline, 
Loretta Lynn, Dolly Parton 
and Reba McEntire as her 
influences. She continues, 
however, to develop her 
own style.

Throughout the process, 
her family has been very 
supportive, she says, noting 
her parents still come out 
to every show.

“They are still very 
protective,” she laughs, 
adding that some things 
don’t change despite all 
her success. “They put me 

in my place and keep me 
grounded.”

Though busy touring 
during the run-up to the big 
day, she’ll definitely be tak-
ing some time off to enjoy 
the holidays with family 
and friends. In the mean-
time, she’s enjoying the 
focus on Christmas music 
and the yuletide season.

“Christmas is my fa-
vourite time of year. I was 
definitely excited to put out 
this album,” says Bristow.

The Yodelin’ Christmas 
Tour makes it way to the 
Commercial Tavern in 
Maryhill Dec. 6 at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are available at the 
venue, 1303 Maryhill Rd., or 
by calling 519-648-3644.

BRISTOW: The Yodelin’ Cowgirl does Christmas
FROM | 19

Though still a teen, Naomi Bristow already has several albums and many performances to her 
credit. She’ll be performing from her new Christmas album Sunday in Maryhill. [SUBMITTED]

Gareth Potter, in the role of Charles Dickens, writes the classic book A Christmas Carol while 
Ebenezer Scrooge, played by Vince Carlin, looks over his shoulder.  [SUBMITTED]
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

HELP WANTED

ADVANCE
MILLWRIGHTS INC.

Do you take a logical & systematic approach to 
problem solving?

Are you self motivated self starter who takes 
pride in their work? 

Advance Millwrights Inc. has been serving the 
aggregate, feed mills, fertilizer, food & foundry 
industries since 1992. We are looking to add the 
following to our team of skilled employees

Industrial & Construction 
Millwrights

•	 Minimum	2-5	years	experience	
•	 License	CFQ	ticket	or	qualified	experience
•	 2nd	&	3rd	year	apprentice	excepted
•	 Stick	welding	experience	&	CWB	Tickets	an	
asset

•	 Ability	 to	 read	&	 follow	blue	prints	&	 field	
sketches

•	 Must	be	mechanically	inclined
•	 Ability	to	work	with	minimal	supervision		
•	 Trade	experience	with	heavy	duty	equipment
•	 Trade	experience	in	Agricultural,	Industrial	&	
Food	plants

•	 Innovative	&	problem	solver	
•	 Forklift	&	elevated	platform	tickets	an	asset	

We	offer	competitive	wages,		
benefits	&	RRSP	package. 

Please	fax	resumes	to	519-669-4659	or		
email	to	jeffb@advancemillwrights.com

FIND IT
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PLACE AN AD IN 
OUR CLASSIFIED 
SECTION TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 
or Visit: 

www.observerxtra.com

HELP WANTED

Licensed 309A Electrician 
Required

Require Experience Installing rigid 
conduit. Must be able to read draw-
ings and turn into �nished jobs. 
Require WHIMIS, Fall Arrest Train-
ing, and Skyjack / Lift training cer-
ti�cation. Experience running small 
jobs desirable. Travel to Job-Sites 
required. Bene�t plan and company 
sponsored RRSP after 3 months.
Please direct resumés to:

Tim Ropp
Operations Manager
Ziegler Electric Ltd.
101 Bonnie Cres.
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z5
FAX: 519-669-1343

HELP WANTED

We are looking for a full time local 

STRAIGHT TRUCK DRIVER 
Great wages and benefits. Must have a DZ license.

Please send resume to karen@thurtransport.com 
or fax to 519-669-5934

AUCTIONS

AUCTIONEERS:
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

Of
Household goods, antiques and 

miscellaneous items, to be held at the 
K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, for Bruce & 
Carole Kleinknecht, Elmira, Fabian & 

Marlene Cortis, Kitchener & additions, on 

AUCTION SALE

SATURDAY, DEC., 12TH @ 10:00 A.M.

HOUSEHOLD: FRIDGE (2012). Chest 
freezer. 9 pc. maple dining room suite – 
nice. 2 china cabinets (lights, dark finish). 
2 Krug single beds. Dresser. Chests of 
drawers. Solid wood portable bar c/w 
brass foot rail, 2 bar stools & chair – a 
must see! Recliner. Pine hall table. 2 
benches. 4 matching pine arm chairs. 
Rocking chairs. Patio table & chair 
set. Filing cabinet. Sewing machine in 
cabinet. Good children’s toys. Silverware. 
Blue Dragon set of English china. All the 
usual household goods. 
ANTIQUES: NICE 3 pc. bedroom suite 
(claw feet). Press back chairs. Tea 
wagon. Singer sewing machine. Alberto 
Finzi, Italy accordion, 120 bass, inlay 
– nice. Westphalen originals. Prints 
from Fitzgerald, Harpley, etc.). Bossons 
figures. Sandicast animals. Soap stone 
carvings. Dolly buggy. Maple Lane Dairy 
cardboard sign. Mickey Mouse record 
player. Lots of nic nacs. Pocket knives. 
Royal Nippon china. Tom & Jerry punch 
bowl. Comic books. List goes on.
MISC. ITEMS: Interesting collection of 
concrete lawn ornaments (horses, lions, 
eagle, deer, etc.). New bird houses & 
feeders. Alum. ladders. Hand & garden 
tools. Echo CS-370 chain saw. Workmate. 
Electric weed trimmer & leaf blower. 
Good metal shelving, etc. 
NOTE – Partial list only. See www.
auctionsfind.com/gerber for photos. 
Terms – Cash, debit or cheque with I.D. 
10% buyer’s premium.

HELP WANTED

Some experience with LTL Freight is preferred but we are willing to train. 

All applicants must possess a clean CVOR & driver abstract. 

At Enviro-
Company paid benefits. 

Please apply in person at 7201 Line 86, Wallenstein, ON.               
or send your resume and drivers abstract to              
Email: info@enviro-eze.com               
Fax: 519-669-8301  

NOW HIRING 

HELP WANTED

DRIVERS AZ: $2500 Sign-On 
Bonus! Long haul Canada/
US. Steady year-round 
Miles! Monthly/annual 
bonuses! Great pay & ben-
efits. 877-758-3905.

HELP WANTED

NURSERY WORKERS NEEDED 
starting October 22, 2015. Pay 
rate $11.25/hour. Working 
hours 7 a.m. - 5 p.m., 6 days 
per week. Work includes field 
potting, weeding in field and 
containers, truck loading, 
digging etc. Must be willing to 
work in all weather conditions 
and weekends. Own transpor-
tation required. Police clear-
ance needed. Please send 
resume to: West Montrose 
Farms Ltd., 1614 Halm Road, 
West Montrose, On. N0B 2V0.

AUCTIONS

SAT. DEC 5 at 12:00 noon 
- Property auction of a 
2 story, 5 bedroom brick 
home. Eat in kitchen; dining; 
family room with field stone 
fireplace; 3 bathrooms; 
double car garage. On a 
corner lot in a private area 
to be held at 2110 Varency 
Drive in Mississauga for Don 
Dallimore. Jantzi Auctions 
Ltd, 519-656-3555. www.
jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

WED. DEC 9 at 10:00 AM - 
Clearing auction sale of high 
end furniture; antiques; col-
lectables; tools and miscel-
laneous items to be held at 
the St. Jacob’s Community 
Centre in St. Jacob’s for area 
estates with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

WORK 
WANTED

CLEANING LADY AVAILABLE, 
Elmira and surrounding 
area. Homes and small busi-
nesses. Call 519-669-4360 or 
519-498-0412.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treatment 
of specific health conditions 
or wellness maintenance. 
KEVIN BARTLEY, Professional 
Bowenwork Practitioner, 
Clock Tower Wellness Centre, 
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
519-669-0112. Every Body is 
Better with Bowen!

FOR SALE

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS FOR sale 
- wreaths, arrangements, 
baskets etc. OPEN HOUSE: 
Sat. Dec. 12, 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
13 Flamingo Dr., Elmira. Or 
call anytime 519-669-9059.

HOSPITAL BED, USED 6 months. 
$500 o.b.o. Support pole $75 
o.b.o. Call 519-669-5388.

MAKITA 14” CHOP saw, very 
good condition with new 
14” blade. $110. Propane 
GSW Flame Guard water 
heater, 30 gallon, not power 
vented. Approx. 5 years old. 
Reason for selling changed 
to natural gas. $300 obo. 
Call 519-698-2180.

SOFTNER SALT - 20kg bags, 
minimum 25 bags, skid 
lots of 56. Delivered in 
St. Jacobs, St. Clements, 
Elmira & Linwood areas. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.
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THE OBSERVER.

519.669.5790
www.observerxtra.com

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

Notice of Council’s Intent to Pass 
a By-law to Establish a Business 
Improvement Area in St. Jacobs

On November 10, 2015, the Council of the Township of Woolwich passed a 
resolution to support the establishment of a Business Improvement Area 
in St. Jacobs. This notice, issued in accordance with the Municipal Act, 
2001, S.O 2001, Chapter 25, and the Township of Woolwich Public Notice 
Provisions, hereby gives notice of Council’s intent to consider a By-law to 
designate and establish the St. Jacobs Business Improvement Area at the 
Council meeting on Tuesday, December 8, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 

The proposed boundary for the St. Jacobs Business Improvement Area is 
illustrated below.

If you have any questions about this notice, or if you would like to register 
to speak as a delegation at the Council meeting on Tuesday, December 
8th at 7:00 p.m. regarding this matter, please contact:

Julie Forth, Deputy Clerk
Township of Woolwich
24 Church Street West, PO Box 158
Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z6
Email: jforth@woolwich.ca
Tel: 519-669-6010   Fax: 519-669-1820

streets from 2:30 a.m. until 6:00 a.m. Vehicles found parked overnight 
on Township roads during the parking ban or on Regional roads at 
anytime will be ticketed. For further information please call 519-669-
1647 ext. 6106

• Property owners are required to clear the sidewalks in front or beside 
their homes or businesses of snow within twenty-four (24) hours after 
the end of a snow fall that results in an accumulation of 38mm or 
more, in all Settlements, except Elmira in the Township of Woolwich. 
The Township of Woolwich contracts the removal of snow on sidewalks 
in the town of Elmira, this service is added to the benefitted property’s 
tax bill. In Elmira the contractor has twenty-four (24) hours after the 
end of the snowfall to clear the sidewalks. Please do not pile the snow 
from your walkway on the road. It adds to the curbside buildup and 
further narrows the road and causes visibility issues.

Township of Woolwich 
Vacancies on Committees of Council 
Applications are now being accepted!

The Township of Woolwich requires community members to fill vacancies 
on the following committees of Council: 

• Property Standards Committee – one vacancy: This committee hears 
appeals of Orders to Comply issued by the Property Standards Officer 
to bring a property into compliance with the Property Standards By-
law. Meets infrequently on an “as needed” basis. Term ends November 
30, 2018.

• Technical Advisory Group (TAG) – one vacancy: This citizen body 
was established in 2015 to review technical information and provide 
advice, assistance and recommendations to the Remediation Advisory 
Committee (RAC) which is an advisory body that was formed in place 
of the Chemtura Public Advisory Committee (CPAC). TAG reports to 
RAC and RAC reports directly to Council on the remediation process 
associated with the Uniroyal/Crompton/Chemtura site in the town of 
Elmira. Term ends April, 2019.

The deadline for submitting completed applications is 4:00 p.m. 
on Monday, December 14, 2015. To request an application form or 
receive more detailed information, please call (519) 669-1647 ext. 
6115, email kschlueter@woolwich.ca or visit the Township’s website 
www.woolwich.ca. 

Further details regarding the proposed St. Jacobs Business Improvement 
Area may be viewed on the Township’s website.

Winter Maintenance
The Township of Woolwich is committed to providing safe roads for the 
traveling public during the winter season. 

Winter maintenance of Woolwich roadways are completed in accordance 
with the Ontario Minimum Maintenance Standards for Ontario Highways. 
Road are patrolled and logged daily during the winter months. During 
extreme snowfall events, main roads and transit routes will take priority 
over residential and low traffic volume streets.

To help ensure safety during the winter months, please adhere to the 
following:

• Please ensure that children do not play on the road side snow banks. 
Although this area seems like a good place to build forts, etc. this area 
can be a very dangerous location during snow clearing operations.

• Please ensure that portable basketball nets are placed well away from 
the edge of the roadway to allow for safe and efficient plowing.

• Please be patient, when plowing operations begin trucks follow a pre-
determined route to minimize duplication and maximize the efficiency 
of snow clearing operations. Plowing operations can take several hours 
or longer depending on the amount of snow. 

• When travelling behind a snow plow, please keep in mind that in many 
cases plow drivers will turn their plows around after turning a corner. 
Be cautious as they will frequently stop and back up.

• We understand your frustration when you clear your driveway and then 
a plow comes by and leaves a windrow of snow. Unfortunately it’s 
impossible to plow without leaving one.

• If you have a fire hydrant near your property please clear the snow from 
around it to ensure it is visible and accessible to the Fire Department.

• Turn off the water supply to your outside tap to prevent it from freezing 
and breaking.

• If at all possible avoid parking vehicles on the street until after it 
has been plowed. Parked cars make it much more difficult and time 
consuming for the plows to clear the street effectively. 

• An Overnight Parking Ban is in effect from December 1st until April 
1st. During this time parking is prohibited on all Township roads and 

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Household 
goods, antiques and miscel-
laneous items, to be held at 
the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley, for Bruce & 
Carole Kleinknecht, Elmira, 
Fabian & Marlene Cortis, 
Kitchener & additions, on 
Saturday, December, 12th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

SAT DEC 12 at 10:00 AM - 
Building lot auction of a 
0.615 acre country lot to 
be held at part lot 17 (Part 
4 Plan 58R-14838) south of 
Snyder’s Road in the Town-
ship of Wilmot in Waterloo 
Region for the estate of Enid 
(Harold) Schmidt. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

HAY & STRAW

STRAW FOR SALE. 4X5 round 
bales of wheat and oat straw. 
Stored inside. Call Kevin at 
519-616-4985 or 519-848-
5916. No Sunday calls.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FARM 
SERVICES

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

WANTED

WANTED - ZERO Turn lawn 
mower, good condition. Call 
519-698-0604.

AUTOMOTIVE

FOR SALE - 2001 Chrysler 
Sebring, 4 door, no rust. 
16,1500 km. Make an offer. 
519-699-5723.

RENTALS

HOUSE FOR RENT: 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, 
garage, finished basement, 
quiet neighborhood in older 
part of town. $1400/mo + 
utils. Call 519-503-8307.

RENTALS

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT for rent 
in Elmira, Jan. 1. $900/month 
utilities included. No pets, no 
smoking. Call 226-748-4818

3 BEDROOM, BACKSPLIT semi 
for rent in Elmira. Available 
Feb. 1st. $1200 + utilities. No 
smoking. 519-669-9059.

4 BEDROOM APARTMENT for 
rent in Linwood. $850/mth 
plus heat and hydro. Call 
888-958-2033 ext. 130.

WANTED TO RENT: Senior 
looking to rent single room 
or studio apartment, Elmira 
area. Call Jim, 519-669-5981, 
leave message.

RENTALS

MOOREFIELD - ONE 
bedroom apartment, fur-
nished, laundry facilities, 
parking, patio, electric 
heat, cable TV, no pets, 
adult building. References. 
$775.00 inclusive. First and 
last. 519-638-3013.

COMM/INDUST 
FOR RENT

SPACE FOR LEASE. 845 sq. 
ft available in Downtown 
Elmira. Park Street East. 
Former dental office - ideal 
for medial related business or 
office space. Some parking & 
basement storage available. 
$10.00/per square foot triple 
net. Call Brad, R. W. Thur Real 
Estate Ltd at 519-669-2772 for 
more information.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

LIVE KEYBOARD BACK-
GROUND music for any 
special occasion. Call Jim at 
519-669-5981, please leave 
a message.

COMING 
EVENTS

HOPE FELLOWSHIP CHRIST-
MAS Craft Market. Saturday, 
December 5, 10 - 4. (Upstairs 
at St. Jacobs Outlet Mall). 
Many unique artists and 
crafters. Free snacks too!

100% 
LOCAL

WEDNESDAYS 
BY 10AM
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3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

Considering a Move? We Can Help!

Drayton - This beautiful 
bungalow with loft is currently 
being built, located in the town of 
Drayton just a scenic drive from 
KW, quality at every turn, 1800 sq 
ft with hardwood and ceramic, 3 
bedrooms and 3 bathrooms. large 
master bedroom ensuite and 
walkin closet. MLS 1537660.

$422,500$422,500$422,500$422,500

CURRENTLY BEING BUILT
Near Hawkesville - Stunning 
custom built log home on a 
mature 2 acre lot just 10 minutes 
from Waterloo. Character is 
evident everywhere, from the 
exposed logs to the open 
banister over the front door. 
With 4 +1 bedrooms, tons of 
room for your growing family. 
This could be your forever 
home! MLS 30501159.$599,900$599,900$599,900

STUNNING LOG HOME
Elmira - This 4 bedroom home is 
perfect for a growing family as 
well as a retired couple due to the 
convenience of the main floor 
master bedroom with ensuite and 
walk in closet. Enjoy a morning 
coffee in the East facing sun 
room, and family time in the large 
living room. Walking distance to 
downtown and Rec Centre. Much 
larger than it looks! MLS 30500120.$219,900$219,900$219,900

FAMILY HOME GREAT PRICE

Elmira - Character and charm are 
evident throughout this Century 
home! This spacious 2 storey is 
elegantly decorated throughout 
with large principal rooms Including 
a study on the main floor. 
Beautifully landscaped with a 
detached double garage. Located in 
the friendly town of Elmira 10 mins 
from Waterloo. Zoned for a home 
based business. MLS 30500671.$464,000$464,000

BEAUTIFUL CENTURY HOME
Drayton - Large rec room with a 
walkout to the back yard, perfect 
for a busy family, or empty nester. 
Bright dinette off of the kitchen, 3 
bedrooms upstairs, and one down, 
new trim and doors, furnace and 
water heater replaced (2012), roof 
replaced in 2008. Steps to the 
Drayton Theater, and walking 
distance to schools and public library. 
Don't miss out! MLS 30503684.$264,000$264,000

BIGGER THAN IT APPEARS!
NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Re/Max Twin City Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Toni Reiner
Broker

Charlie Reiner
Sales Representative

83 Erb St. W., Waterloo | DIRECT: 519-404-1114 | Website: kwhomesales.com

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY DEC 6TH 2-4PM

$849,900
COUNTRY LIVING CLOSE TO WATERLOO! 
Custom 3,600 sq ft 5 bedroom, 5 bath on 0.96 Acre overlooking 
Conestogo River. High quality materials including hardwood floors, 
marble & slate tile. “Homestead” Kitchen w/granite countertops. 
Great Rm features stunning natural stone floor-to-ceiling gas 
fireplace. Professionally finished lower level. MLS# 30502001

1204 Geddes Street, Hawkesville, ON, N0B 1X0

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

LISTINGS NEEDED Call Dale Today!  519-500-1865

NEW LISTING - DRAYTON | $279,500
2 Storey, 3 BDRM, 2 Bth yellow brick on a large yard. High ceilings, 
original wood trim, new furnace, and more. MLS Call Dale.

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

Your referrals are appreciated!

$484,900 Enjoy the 3,400 s/f of finished living space in this 
1,900 s/f beautifully detailed bungalow offering dream kitchen w/granite, cherry 
cabinets and quality appliances, main floor great room w/fireplace, superb master 
w/ensuite plus 4 spacious bedrooms and 4 bathrooms, large rec/games room, 
walkup to large double garage. Mature trees in fenced yard surrounding salt water 
pool and large deck. Great in-law suite in basement. MLS. Call Bert to view.

FREE Market Evaluation
NEW

PRICE!

FROM PAPER TO PRINT
QUALITY COLOUR 
PHOTO REPRINTS 4x6 8x10$9

 

That photograph in The Observer can be yours. Visit 
our website and order any photo in paper or online.

Order your print today! 519-669-5790 | www.observerxtra.com/forms/order-a-photo-reprint 

2nd Print 
only $4.50

5x7 $11
2nd Print 
only $5.50

$15
2nd Print 
only $7.50

BUYING? SELLING? 
OR JUST LOOKING?

THE FRESHEST LISTINGS 
IN THE MARKET.WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

VISIT US ONLINE:

VIEW ALL OF OUR WEEKLY IMAGES, EXPLORE OUR ARCHIVES, 
SEARCH FOR YOUR FAVOURITE WEEKLY RECIPE AND MORE!
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GO 
AHEAD, 
MAKE 
THEIR 
DAY.

Call: 519-669-5790 
or Visit: 

www.observerxtra.com

#1NEWS 
SOURCE

IN THE REGION

FAMILY ALBUM

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

IN MEMORIAM IN MEMORIAM DEATH NOTICES

NEW DEADLINE FOR FAMILY ALBUM
IS TUESDAYS BY NOON FOR THURSDAY PUBLICATION

PLACE A FAMILY ALBUM NOTICE TODAY! Call: 519-669-5790  or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER OF RECORD

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE FALL MARKET ANALYSIS!

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira   N3B 3L4

Elmira Real Estate Services
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED, BROKERAGE

519-669-3192
www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

Shanna

ELMIRA SPACIOUS 4-LEVEL SIDESPLIT
$349,000 Desirable location! Open concept family size kitchen to lower level family 
room with gas fireplace. 3+ Bedrooms, 2 baths. 4th level games room. Priced for your 
personal touch. MLS.

EXECUTIVE FINISHES
$539,000 Beautiful reclaimed brick 2-storey, offers exceptional landscaped 
grounds, inviting covered porch off Family Room. Solid hardwood Maple flooring 
through out, Maple kitchen & staircase. Finished basement. MLS.

STARTER HOME
$254,900 Fantastic 150’ mature fenced lot, complete with covered patio off the 
eat-in kitchen. This home is move-in ready with neutral decor, many updates complet-
ed. Gas fireplace in finished recroom, Call today. NEW MLS.

M-5 ZONING - ELMIRA VACANT LAND - $568,000 2.43 acre prime 
location in South end business park! MLS.

RURAL BUILDING LOT - DRAYTON - $98,500 1.06 acre parcel, single 
family dwelling permitted. MLS.

PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES presents: DRAYTON RIDGE EXECUTIVE TOWNS
MODEL HOME at: 162 RIDGEVIEW DR., DRAYTON

OPEN HOUSE | SATURDAY & SUNDAY • 1-3PM

Priced from $322,900*. Beautiful 1424 sq ft Bungalows with 9’ ceilings, 
open concept, hardwood & ceramic flooring. Seeing is believing.

$356,900*. End unit loft offers 1977 sq ft, vaulted ceilings, generous 
open concept plan with lovely standard features to please. 
*Builder bonus for upgrades, call for details. Exclusive.

NEW LISTING!

Orvie Shantz
If you could see me now,  

you wouldn’t shed a tear.
Though you may not understand  

why I’m no longer here.
Remember my spirit, that’s the real me.

I’m still very much alive, oh,  
if you could only see!

I’ve beheld our Father’s face.  
I’ve touched my Savior’s hand.

The angels all rejoiced  
as I entered the Promised Land.

Beyond the gates of pearl, I walk on golden streets.
I’ve touched the walls of jasper, dipped my foot in the crystal sea.

The beauty is beyond words, nothing can compare.
I’ve even seen your mansion; someday I will meet you there.

Allow Jesus to be your guide, His words will show you the way.
So, pleased, don’t cry! We will meet again someday!

December 4, 2014

Always in our hearts
Edith, Debbie, Juliane Shantz & Families

Israel “Isey” Weber 
June 20, 1936 – December 5, 2013

Dear Isey, Dad & “Opa”,

Living life without you is the hardest 
thing to do! We love and miss you 
dearly, and will never forget the 

tender memories in our hearts of the 
love you shared!

Forever, Sally, Andy & Matthew,  
Tony & Colleen, Mercedes & Savannah, 

& extended families

BRUBACHER, SALOMA 
| Died at her home at 
RR 3, Wallenstein, on 
Thursday, November 26, 
2015, at the age of 93. 

ERB, EARL E. | After a 
brief illness Earl Elmer 
Erb in his 76th year, 
passed peacefully into 
the arms of Jesus on 
Saturday, November 
28, 2015, at Lisaard 
House in Cambridge 
with family at his 
side. He resided in 
Wellesley, where he 
was a dairy farmer 
for 34 years and most 
recently a Consultant 
at Bio-Ag.

KELLY, CALVIN | Quietly 
in his sleep at Clair 
Hills Retirement Com-
munity, Waterloo, on 
Sunday, November 29, 
2015. Calvin of Welles-
ley in his 84th year. 

STROH, HENRY 
(HARRY) CONRAD | 
Died peacefully at 
Columbia Forest LTC in 
Waterloo, with family 
at his side on Sunday, 
November 29, 2015. 
Born May 10, 1921 in the 
same house he lived 
in, in Wellesley, until 
the last 2 months of 
his life. 

WEBER, ISAAC | Passed 
away peacefully at his 
home in Floradale on 
Tuesday, November 
24, 2015, at the age of 
88 years.

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519.669.8629

TRACEY
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519.505.0627

HECKENDORN

Res:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.505.0627

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.comBROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

DRAYTON – Custom built one owner bungalow w/walkout bsmt. 98’wide lot. 3 
bdrms. Main flr. laundry & family roo. Fin. bsmt w/games room, rec. rm, exercise rm & 
storage rms. INGROUND pool & hot tub – great place to entertain! MLS.

$454,900

HIGH ST., DRAYTON

“CHARACTER” GALORE in this quaint home backing to Mill Race in Hawkesville. 3+ 
bdrms. Formal LR/DR and eat-in kitchen. Main flr. family room w/walkout to a deck. 
Office in lower level w/separate entry. Zoning will allow for some commercial uses. MLS.

$279,900

GEDDES ST., HAWKESVILLE 

845 SQ. FT. AVAILABLE IN DOWNTOWN ELMIRA. Park Street East. Former dental 
office – ideal for medical related businesses or office space. Some parking & basement 
storage available. EXCLUSIVE. $10.00/PER SQUARE FOOT TRIPLE NET.

SPACE FOR LEASE 

FREE

Call for details:
519-503-2753

HOME
EVALUATION
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BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

 M-W: 8-6, T-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art 
Sharpening MachineSharpening Machine

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.

Call someone you 
can trust.

Call Cindy.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104
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SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

Snow Clearing & Removal Snow Clearing & Removal | | 

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Lawn MainLawn Mainttenance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

enance Programs  enance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  Spring Clean-up  Spring Clean-up  Lawn MainLawn MainLawn MainLawn Mainttenance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

OUTDOOR SERVICES

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca
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Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca
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LIVING HERE

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON
www.leroysautocare.net

Did You Know?
Leroy’s Auto Care is now an 
accredited Drive Clean test 
and repair facility! Book your 
E-test or emission repair in with 
us today! – Leroy Martin

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

FARM FAMILIES / A PERSONAL TOUCH

CHRISTMAS IS COMING 
QUICKLY, and we have 
been working away in prep-
aration for it, everything 
from savoury shortbread to 
go with appetizers to those 
highly addictive peanut 
butter balls. 

Many of our guests mar-
vel at all the items we make 
by hand. It’s a compliment, 
for sure, especially since 
all of our food is made 
from scratch – no mixes or 
preservatives. That’s our 
philosophy.

Speaking of tasty treats, 
you have to try these Or-
ange Cranberry Floren-
tines. Happy baking.

Orange 
Cranberry 
Florentines
1/2 cup sugar
3-1/2 Tbsp. unsalted butter
2-1/2 Tbsp. mild honey
2 Tbsp. heavy cream
2/3 cup sliced almonds
1/4 cup fine-quality candied 
orange peel, finely chopped
1/8 cup of dried cranberries
8 oz. fine-quality bittersweet 
chocolate (not unsweetened), 
finely chopped
Parchment paper

Preheat oven to 400°F. 

It’s that 
time of year 
again, let 
the baking 
begin!

CHEF’S TABLE | 31FACES | 29

Calendar selection showcases 
Elmira’s AmyBeth Brubacher and 
her family as a new breed of farmers

WHITNEY NEILSON

AMYBETH BRUBACHER 
NEVER EXPECTED she’d live 
on a turkey farm when she 
grew up. But nine years ago 
she and her husband Colin 
took over his family farm, 
and now she can’t imagine 
raising their daughters any-
where else.

“Both my parents spent 
at least part of their child-
hoods on farms. They al-
ways talked about it really 
positively and I think it was 
definitely seen as the ideal 
place to live. When Colin 
and I first got married we 
weren’t really thinking 
about the farm. When we 

decided to do it I was totally 
onboard right away,” Amy-
Beth said.

Featured in the 2016 
Faces of Farming calendar 
for July, AmyBeth helps run 
their Elmira-based turkey 
farm, while also home-
schooling Zoe, Stella, and 
Mercedes. 

“It was fun. It was a huge 
honour to be asked,” Amy-
Beth said.

Now in its 11th year, the 
calendar highlights 12 farm-
ers in Ontario who produce 
a variety of goods. Farm & 
Food Care Ontario puts the 
calendar together to show 
the range of agriculture this 
province has to offer, and 

the hardworking people 
behind it.

“The Turkey Board of On-
tario, every year they switch 
back and forth from doing 
a male or a female, so when 
I first was asked I initially 
said I think Colin needs to 
be the one because he’s the 
one that is in the barn most 
of the time, but it was a fe-
male year, so I got to do it. I 
think they were looking for 
interesting stories of people 
who are farming and I guess 
my story’s a bit different 
because I grew up in the city 
and I don’t have any back-
ground in farming at all. So 
it was kind of interesting 
that I have jumped into the 

farming life,” AmyBeth said.
The couple decided they 

were going to take over the 
family farm in 1999. It was a 
gradual transition, as they 
took over operation of the 
farm in 2006 and moved to 
the farm from Conestogo in 
2007.

And it’s still very much a 
family affair.

“His dad’s still very 
involved in the farm. He 
comes probably every day 
and does stuff around the 
barn. And then Colin does 
chores morning and night. 
On Saturday that’s our big 
farm work day and we have 
high school students that 
come out and work for us. 

They work for at least half 
the day, if not a bit longer. 
My role is probably more 
behind the scenes, making 
food for the workers and 
keeping everything run-
ning. I do go to the barn if 
I’m needed. I have helped 
with the cleaning of the 
barn and feeding the tur-
keys when they were really 
young, and loading the tur-
keys,” AmyBeth explains.

The farmland was origi-
nally a dairy farm. This 
makes AmyBeth and Colin 
third generation farmers on 
the land, but second genera-
tion turkey farmers.

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

AmyBeth Brubacher is featured in the 2016 Faces of Farming calendar for her 
contributions to the family turkey farm in Elmira. [SUBMITTED]

The face of 
turkey farming 
in Ontario
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St .  E. ,  E lmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Se

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the pub-
lic. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

DECEMBER 4

PRE-PLANNING YOUR FUNERAL AND estate: What 
would assist your loved ones at a challenging time? 
Presented by Grace Maher, funeral director, Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, and Tracey Cronin, lawyer from Woods, 
Clemens, Fletcher & Cronin Law Office; 10:15-11:15 a.m. 
at Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., 
St. Jacobs. No registration required. Everyone welcome! 
For more information, call Joy at 519-664-3534, ext. 230.

DECEMBER 5

CHRISTMAS DINNER & CONCERT hosted by the World 
Youth Day Pilgrims, held at St. Teresa of Avila Church, 
19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira. Meal will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
followed by a Christmas concert. Tickets can be 
ordered through the parish office Mon. - Fri. 9 a.m. - 1 
p.m. by calling 519-669-3387. Adults $16; children 6-12 
years $8; 5 & under free. Take-out tickets available, 
call for details. All welcome!

BREAKFAST WITH ST. NICHOLAS, Trinity United Church, 
21 Arthur St. N., Elmira. 8-9:30 a.m. Enjoy pancake & 
sausage breakfast before the Christmas parade. Kids 
can meet St. Nicholas; $6; kids under 5 free. (walk-ins 
welcome. Tickets: Trinity office, Mon-Fri 9:30 - 12, 519-
669-5560 or Brad Fisher at 519-669-9067.

DECEMBER 9

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING, AT noon (doors open at 
11:30 a.m.), Calvary United Church,48 Hawkesville Rd., 
St. Jacobs. Cost: $11. Community Care Concepts invites 
you to join us for a hot noonday meal, fellowship and 
entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for more info.

DECEMBER 10 

NEW HORIZONS WELCOMES ALL zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Enjoy coffee or tea and a  delicious snack. 
Speaker: Josie d’Avernas, vice-president of Schlegel 
Research Institute for Aging, topic: How research is 
enhancing life for older adults: the Schlegel Center 
of Excellence for Innovation in Aging. Be inspired and 
socialize; $2 per person, 10–11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill 
Community Centre. For more information call Joan 
Haid at 519-648-2742 or email at jehaid@explorenet.ca. 

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS (ELMIRA) “IF you want to 
drink, that’s your business, but if you want to stop 
drinking that’s our business. Meetings Mon 7:30 p.m., 
Thurs. 8 p.m. Alanon Family Group meeting Thurs. 8 
p.m. St. Teresa’s Church, 19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira. For 
more information call 519-669-9363.

ELMIRA LIONS BINGO - Doors open at 6 p.m., starts 7 
p.m. sharp. Lions Hall Elmira. For more information 
call 519-500-1434.

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FELLOWSHIP FOR Seniors, 10:30 
a.m., 200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. “Christmas Songs 
and Stories with the Paraguayan Harp” by Eduard 
and Christine Klassen. Devotional: Pastor David Allen. 
Suggested donation $7/person - includes hot lunch. For 
more information contact Reta Malloy 519-669-8752.

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB, AT noon, Breslau Community 
Centre, 100 Andover Rd., Breslau. Cost: $6. Join 
us for a noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call 
Community Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 or toll free 
at 1-855-664-1900 for more information.

HUGS AT BRESLAU COMMUNITY Centre, 100 Andover 
Dr. from 9:30-11 a.m. Topic: Infant and child 
development services available to parents in our 
region. Parents and children age 0-5 are welcome to 
attend. Call Heidi at 519-664-3794, ext. 237 for more 
information.

HOLIDAY EATING AND RECIPE Makeover! Do you want to 
improve your healthy holiday meal planning, cooking 
and baking skills? Do you want to learn how to optimize 
your recipes for diabetes, heart and weight health? 
Join the registered dietitians from Southlake Regional 
Health Centre for this Telemedicine presentation and 
learn how to make diabetes, heart and waist-friendly 
appetizers, entrees and desserts; 1-30 p.m. at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. 
For more information call 519-664-3794, ext. 0.

ANXIETY – DIAL IT Down! Drug-free tips to decrease 
anxiety – Learn how to influence factors that escalate 
anxiety and panic attacks,  practical strategies that 
reverse sensations in the chest, head and body and 
learn how biofeedback may be used in training self-
regulation skills. Presented by Kathy Somers from 
the University of Guelph’s Stress Management and 
High Performance Clinic from 6:30-8:30 pm at the 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., 
St. Jacobs. For more information call 519-664-3794. 

DECEMBER 11

HUGS AT WOOLWICH COMMUNITY Health Centre, 
St. Jacobs from 9:30-11 a.m. Topic: Visit with Santa, 
personal time with him. Parents and children age 0-5 
are welcome to attend. Call Heidi at 519-664-3794, 
ext. 237 for more information.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Sunday School 9:45am
Worship Service 11:00am

Hopping Thursdays
7-8:30pm

www.elmiracommunity.org
18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Sunday, December 6th
“Surprised by Hope”

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday,
December 6th
9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

Guest Speaker: Dr. Kirk Durston

“Eternity”

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

The Promised Gift

Sun., December 6th

10:30 am

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy  58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Second Sunday of Advent: 

Freedom Bound
Dec. 6, 7pm – Community 

Advent Choir Concert

elmiraemmanuel.com 

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

The Book of Revelation
verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter

CALVARY CHAPEL

500 Northfield Dr. West, Waterloo  •  226-234-8384

Sunday Service 6:00 pm
meets at All Saints 
Anglican Church
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FACES: Family takes a roundabout route back to farming
FROM | 27

As an average size turkey 
farm, they sell their birds 
under the name Scotch Line 
Turkey Co.

A licensed auto mechanic 
out of high school, Colin 
later went into insurance, 
where he still works. But 
taking on the farm was a 
dream come true.

“From day one I always 
wanted to be a farmer,” Co-
lin said.

From a young age he 
learned the ropes beside his 
dad, always aspiring to do it 
himself one day.

AmyBeth says it was a 
smooth transition with Co-
lin’s experience and his par-
ents’ solid foundation laid 
out before them. She’s also 
involved with envisioning 
the future of the farm.

She says most of their 
turkeys are sold to commer-
cial processors. They’re just 
ramping up to one of their 
busiest times of year, since 
for Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas, and Easter they do 
what they refer to as custom 
work. 

“It’s something his dad 
started and we’ve just built 
on that. He would take the 
turkeys to a local provincial-
ly inspected processor and 
then bring them back to the 
farm and sell them to vari-

AmyBeth studied music 
at Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity and education at York 
University before teaching 
in the public school system 
for 10 years. She was intro-
duced to homeschooling 
and decided to take that on 
full time for her children.

“There were lots of things 
I loved about the school sys-
tem, but I just wanted more 
time and space and freedom 
for my kids. We made the 
decision to home-school 
which has dovetailed really 
nicely with the farm life-
style,” AmyBeth said.

“Just to do farm stuff it 
gives us flexibility,” Colin 
added.

The goal is for their chil-
dren to be well rounded, 
so if they want to go into 
farming, business, trades, 
university, or whatever their 
heart desires, they’ll be well 
prepared.

“The agri-food industry 
is an exciting industry to be 
a part of. There are lots of 
changes and people becom-
ing aware of where their 
food comes from and to be 
of that industry, helping to 
grow healthy food is really a 
privilege and it’s exciting,” 
AmyBeth said.

You can check out the full 
calendar and order one at 
www.farmfoodcare.org.

ous restaurants and delis 
and butchers and things like 
that, plus individuals who 
want to buy a turkey,” Amy-
Beth said.

As for the turkey industry, 
they agree that there’s defi-
nitely a demand for it. Colin 
says turkey consumption is 
growing.

“You see it far more than 
you used to in chain res-
taurants to everywhere, in 
the grocery stores. Turkey’s 
seen now as an everyday 
food, not just a holiday 
food,” Colin said.

They note the local feed 
mills have always been 
helpful and a great resource 
for their business.

“There’s lots of support 
from people who are inter-

ested in buying local food,” 
AmyBeth said.

And while factory farms 
get a lot of flak for damaging 
the environment, the Bru-
bachers are doing what their 
part to be as efficient and 
environmentally friendly as 
possible.

“We put a solar wall on 
the barn a few years ago. We 
draw our air through there, 
the sun heats it in the win-
ter. It just makes the envi-
ronment in the barn a little 
nicer at no cost. On a cold 
winter day when it’s sunny 
and cold outside the incom-
ing air would be 20 degrees 
warmer than the outside air 
temperature just from the 
sun. It’s unbelievable,” Colin 
said.

2014 DODGE DART GT
2.4 litre Multi-air 4 cylinder engine, 6 speed 
automatic transmission, leather interior with heated 
seats, heated steering wheel, remote start, Uconnect 
8.4 media with Bluetooth and Navigation, back-up 
camera and much more. Finished in Granite, only 
9,800 kilometers$22,995.

156
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2012 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CREW
3.6 litre V6, 6 speed automatic transmission, full Stow-n-Go, 
front and rear climate control, power driver seat, power 
windows front and rear, fog lights, alloy wheels and more. 
Finished in dark grey, only 39,500 kilometers. $19,995.

154
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 CHRYSLER 200C SEDAN
Top-of-line 200C model wth 3.6 litre V6 engine,9-speed 
automatic transmission, leather interior with heated seats 
and steering wheel, panoramic sunroof, Navigation, remote 
start, back-up camera and much more. Previous daily rental. 
Finished in Granite metallic, only 17,500 kilometers. $25,995.

176
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2010 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
RT model with all-wheel-drive, leather interior, heated 
seats, power driver’s seat, remote start, Uconnect with 
Bluetooth, back-up camera, power sunroof and more. 
finished in Cashmere, only 115,800 kilometers. $13,995.

126
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$90
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2010 DODGE CALIBER SXT HATCHBACK
Economical 4 cylinder engine with automatic 
transmission, air conditioning, power windows/lock, 
heated mirors, heated front seats and more. Finished in 
deep cherry red. 82,000km. $9,995.

2010 DODGE AVENGER SXT 
4 cylinder engine with automatic transmission, power 
driver's seat, fog lights, alloy wheels, hands-free 
Uconnect with Bluetooth and more. Finished in red, 
only 87,400 km. $9,995.

90
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

stocking stuffers
Perfect 

gift certificates for:

Stop in for the 

perfect stocking 

stuffer today!

  Trademarked items 

such as:

and much more!



car cleanups

oil changes

 


T-Shirts Hats

Mugs

AmyBeth and Colin say homeschooling their daughters Stella, Zoe, and Mercedes gives 
them the flexibility to tend to the farm, while also providing a well-rounded education.   
[SUBMITTED]

GET READY FOR
THE HOLIDAYS

https://www.facebook.com/ObserverXtra

LIKE US 
TO WIN

FOUR 
TICKETS

TO DEC 8
SHOW.

Step 1 | Visit Observer Facebook Page
Step 2 | Like the Observer
Step 3 | Cross fingers. Wait.
Step 4 | 1 Winner announced Mon. Dec 7
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ACROSS
1. Halfhearted
5. Argentine dance
10. Memory units
15. Plow puller
16. Small number
18. “To thine own ___ 
be true”
19. Blush
20. ___ green
22. Chair part
24. Gift-tag word
25. Coif
26. Burgle
27. Unweaned child
30. Fallen apart
33. Voting “no”
34. Ancient alphabetic 
character
36. Observer
37. “___ Not There,” 
2007 film
38. Tagged player
39. Clinker

41. Worked the Delaware 
Bay, perhaps
43. Data
44. Yours truly
45. ___ or about
46. “___ go!”
49. Sweet sandwich
50. Exist
51. Hither’s partner
52. Elliptical
53. Be different
54. Conversation starter
55. Exclusive
56. “Good going!”
57. Barely get, with 
“out”
58. Tiresome
59. Burning
60. Milliampere
62. Anguish
63. To the left
64. Used before a vowel
65. Buster, mac or fella
67. Christiania, now

69. Merlin, e.g.
DOWN
1. Mast attachment
2. Stage direction
3. In event that
4. Farmer’s place, in 
song
6. “Life ___ We Know 
It”
7. After-tax amount
8. Messy mass
9. Word before course, 
sometimes
10. Insurance agent
11. __ La Tengo
12. Go bad
13. Bigheadedness
14. Oily secretion
17. Creep
21. Be in a cast
23. African antelope
25. Leading lady
28. Bean variety
29. Fairy tale figure

31. Revises
32. By and by
35. Cataract site
40. Amateur video 
subject, maybe
42. Man with horns
43. Tenured
47. ___ Bell
48. Knocked off, in a 
way
49. Durable wood
50. Nod, maybe
51. “That means ___!”
53. Annoy
54. That man
55. “Who cares?”
61. Long, long time
62. You and I
63. Los ___
66. “What’s the ___?”
68. Beaver State

Facebook friends are one thing, but relationships can be a numbers game

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. Forget Einstein’s rela-
tivity, special or general. 
What did this cosmologi-
cal guru have to say that 
would likely knock you 
for a loop? Do you have 
TIME for this one?
A. Lovely lyricisms sur-
round the mystical notion 
of time, such as Henry 
David Thoreau’s “Time is 
but the stream I go a-fi shing 
in. I drink at it; but while I 
drink I see the sandy bot-
tom and detect how shallow 
it is. Its thin current slides 
away, but eternity remains.” 
But perhaps nothing is 
stranger than the words of 
Albert Einstein, who main-

tained that “time is just an-
other dimension of the uni-
verse and that its passage is 
an illusion, suggesting that 
past, present and future 
coexist simultaneously,” 
says editor-in-chief Stephen 
George of “Discover” maga-
zine. In essence, then, there 
is no diff erence between the 
past and the future as both 
are set in stone. Don’t even 
ask what this notion does 
to birthdays, anniversaries, 
deadlines?

As George quips, “If time 
is an illusion I suppose that 
would mean that Einstein 
really didn’t come up with 
this idea 110 years ago–he’s 
coming up with it at the 
same time I’m writing about 
it, and at the same time that 
George Ellis, a conscien-
tious cosmologist, is disput-
ing that selfsame view of 

the universe.” Specifically, 
Ellis holds that it is danger-
ous to suppose that the fu-
ture is set in stone because 
it robs us of our free will 
and moral accountability.
Q. “Tiger, tiger, burning 
bright, in the forests of 
the night...” But what if 
the tiger issues a volumi-
nous roar instead?
A. No two tigers sound the 
same, identifi able by the 
pitch and duration of their 
roars, so it’s a more reliable 
method for tracking than 
using hidden cameras or 
following pawprints, says 
“New Scientist” magazine. 
Such thinking has come out 
of the U.S.-based Prusten 
Project, a conservation ini-
tiative. In this manner, the 
animals can be tracked and 
traced in the wild. “Already, 
the project has installed 

recording equipment in a 
forest in Thailand.”

This is a “roar achieve-
ment,” quips the magazine.
Q. Go to your kitchen 
cupboard and take out 
any large drinking glass. 
Which do you think is 
larger... its height or its 
circumference?
A. Most people think the 
height is bigger, but here 
you need to recall the defi -
nition of “circumference,” 
or the distance around, says 
Arthur Benjamin in “The 
Magic of Math.” Try this: 
Use your thumb and middle 
fi nger on opposite sides of 
the glass to determine its 
diameter. It’s easy to see 
that three of your fi nger 
diameters will be enough 
to take in the whole height 
of the glass. Since circum-
ference equals pi times 

the diameter–where pi is 
3.14–you know the glass is 
somewhat bigger around. 
Q. Can you propose 
numbers and perhaps 
even a sort of formula 
for maintaining human 
friendships?
A. The magic number is 
about 150 for the natural 
size of social groups, ac-
cording to University of 
Oxford’s Robin Dunbar, 
as reported by Catherine 
deLange in “New Scientist” 
magazine. This number is 
even in the right ballpark 
for modern online groups. 
“Facebook allows up to 
5,000 friends, but most 
users have between 150 
and 250, although many of 
these will be acquaintances 
and some will be strang-
ers.” Actually, people with 
more Facebook friends tend 

to have more in-person 
friends as well. 

As for a friendship for-
mula, Dunbar suggests 
every-other-day contact 
for your very close friends 
and once a week for your 
next five closest pals, either 
face-to-face or online. Once 
a month is enough for the 
next 15, every six months 
for the next 50, and once 
a year for the rest of the 
group.

The exception is close 
friendships from your 
younger days – ”you can of-
ten pick these relationships 
up exactly where you left 
off, even after decades.”

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK

PACKED
& READY

observerxtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroad/

QUICK, EASY ONLINE SUBMISSION

Take us wherever your 
adventure takes you.

Send us a photo of you and 
your Observer and a short 
recap of your vacation!
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Chocolate 
Grand Marquis
10 oz. bittersweet chocolate, 
chopped, melted and smooth
1/2 cup butter + 1/4 cup but-
ter, both at room temperature
1/4 cup sugar + 1/4 cup sugar
2 Tbsp. cocoa powder
4 large egg yolks
1/4 cup water
1 Tbsp. vanilla
1 cup 35% whipping cream

Line spring form pan or 
loaf pan with plastic wrap.

Use an electric mixer to 
beat 1/2 cup of butter until 
fluffy, then beat in first 1/4 
cup of sugar and the cocoa 
powder.

Whisk 4 egg yolks, 1/4 
cup water, 1/4 cup butter, 
and second 1/4 cup sugar in 
metal bowl.

Set over simmering 
water in a double-boiler, 
whisking constantly, until 
it reaches 160˚F (about 5 
minutes).

Using an electric mixer, 
beat the warm yolk mixture 
until thick and cool, about 
5 minutes, then beat in co-
coa mix.

Fold in melted chocolate 
and vanilla.

In another bowl, beat 
whipping cream into soft 
peaks and fold into choco-
late mix.

Spread into prepared pan 
and freeze.

Boil sugar, butter, honey, 
and cream in a one-quart 
heavy saucepan over mod-
erate heat, stirring con-
stantly, until creamy and 
slightly thickened, about 
5 minutes. Remove from 
heat and stir in almonds 
and orange peel and 
cranberries (batter will be 
thin). 

Drop level 1/2 teaspoons 
of batter about 2 inches 
apart on parchment-lined 
baking sheets. (Batter will 
thicken as it cools; you 
may need to reheat for 
last few batches.) Bake in 
batches in middle of oven 
until golden brown and 
bubbly, 8 to 10 minutes. 
(Cookies will look runny at 
this point.) 

Cool cookies on sheets 
on racks until firm enough 
to be lifted, about 2 min-
utes, then transfer with 
a metal spatula to racks 
to cool completely. These 
cookies are very delicate; if 
they become too brittle to 
lift easily, return to oven to 
soften, about 1 minute.

Melt chocolate in a dou-
ble boiler or a metal bowl 
set over a saucepan of hot 
water, stirring occasion-
ally, then remove top of 
double boiler or bowl from 
heat. 

Dip about one third of 
each cookie into chocolate, 
then transfer to a parch-
ment-lined tray. 

Let stand until chocolate 
is set, about 1 hour.

CHEF’S TABLE: 
Christmas 
means it’s time 
to indulge
FROM | 27

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

Stay warm with up to $650 in incentives when you upgrade 
your heating and cooling system.

RECEIVE $250 
WHEN REPLACING 

YOUR FURNACE

get an additional
WHEN REPLACING OR INSTALLING

 A NEW CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONER

With 60¢ out of every dollar going towards heating and 
cooling your home, it makes sense to invest in 

energy-efficient central heating and cooling systems.

Find out more at wnhydro.com/hvac

Subject to additional terms and conditions found at saveonenergy.ca. *Incentives are available for installation of eligible equipment completed between Jan.1st and Dec. 31st, and submitted no later than Feb.1 of the year 
after the purchase and installation of the eligible equipment. Equipment must be purchased from and installed by a participating contractor. $250 incentive with the purchase and installation of an eligible furnace. $250 OR 
$400 incentive with the purchase and installation of an eligible central air conditioner system. †Annual electricity cost savings are estimated based on past program experience. Actual savings may vary. Powered by the 
Independent Electricity System Operator and offered by Waterloo North Hydro. OMOf�cial Mark of the Independent Electricity System Operator. Used under licence.

@wnhydro

/wnhydro

Participating Partners:

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com

APPLE
iPAD 4’s

from
$24900

Lenovo T400 
14.1” Laptop
INTEL Core 2 Duo 2.2 GHz

3GB Ram
160 GB Hard Drive
Windows 7 64-Bit

$19999

Lenovo
T520

Intel i5 2.5GHz
8GB Ram

750GB HardDrive, 15.6”
 Screen, Windows-7 Pro

$54900

22” LCD Monitor Lenovo T410
14.1” Laptop

$29999

Intel i5 2.53GHz
4GB Ram

320GB Hard Drive
Windows 7 Pro

Windows 7/10
DESKTOPS

from
$14999

Computer/Laptop Service: We Fix All Brands

Reg.
$299

only $9900

24” LCD Monitor
only $13900
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STARTS FRIDAY DECEMBER 4TH 

UNTIL SUNDAY DECEMBER 6TH
FR IDAY      9AM -  9PM
SATURDAY  9AM -  6PM
SUNDAY   11AM -  5PM 

DOOR BUSTERSDOOR BUSTERSDOOR BUSTERS
DECEMBER

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

87¢
plus
no 

tax!

      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

15 YEAR WARRANTY

IN STOCK

$137      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

15 YEAR WARRANTY

IN STOCK

$57      EACH

199199199199199199199199199199199

12’ X 12’

IN STOCK

canadian
made

plus
no 

tax!
plus
no 

tax!

$137
hot 
deal!

      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

AC4 COMMERCIAL

IN STOCK

$147      PER SQ FT

REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

$197      PER SQ FT

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

WITH PADDING ATTACHED!

IN STOCK

12.3 
mm 

thick

14.3 
mm 

thick

77¢      PER SQ FT

REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

16” X 16”

IN STOCK

97¢      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

4” X 8”

IN STOCK

$497      PER SQ FT

REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

$267      PER SQ FT

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

HARDWOOD - HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

$297      PER SQ FT

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

CLICK ENGINEERED

IN STOCK

$337      PER SQ FT

REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

CLICK ENGINEERED

IN STOCK

canadian
made

canadian
made

canadian
made

97¢      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

GROUTABLE!

IN STOCK

97¢      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

LUXURIOUS!

IN STOCK

$177      PER SQ FT

REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

LUXURIOUS!

IN STOCK

16” X 16” 
VINYL TILES

PORCELAIN 
TILE

LAMINATE

HEAVY
BERBER

SOLID CHERRY 
OR HARD MAPLE

VINYL 
PLANKS

SHOWER 
WALL TILES

HANDSCRAPED
LAMINATE

FRIEZE
CARPET

MAPLE
HARDWOOD

CLICK VINYL 
PLANKS

ALL-GLASS 
BACKSPLASH

LAMINATE
FLOORING

 CARPET 
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said, adding that Kiwanis 
also taps into other com-
munity groups to pitch in. 
“This is just a small part 
that we can play in assist-
ing. We are a relatively 
small club with only 30-
odd members. It is a great 
opportunity to assist other 
organizations with getting 
involved with WCS. It is a 
lot of fun for those who par-
ticipate in it.”

Food Basics in Elmira 
is also part of the push to 

help those who need an 
extra hand. Teaming up 
with WCS, the grocery store 
on Arthur Street has been 
asking customers to do-
nate $5 while buying their 
groceries to go towards the 
perishable items the WCS 
food bank and hamper 
program might need. The 
effort raised $4,905 for the 
community group.

“Food Basics was doing a 
bag of food, so people could 
buy that (for us), but it was 
products we get a lot of. You 

can only give out so much 
of that stuff,” she said. 
“Now, I have an account 
here (with the $4,905), so 
year round, we can use 
it to buy milk, eggs, and 
margarine for the hampers. 
We can use this at the food 
bank too. It is very cool. 
Now we have cash instead 
of a lot of pasta. I am re-
ally happy the community 
stepped up and thinks it is 
a good idea. When we need 
a product, that $5 goes a 
long way.”

FOOD DRIVE: Netting a big haul this time out
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there and it’s not lessen-
ing,” Christie said.

Families will receive a 
few gifts for the children, a 
gift for each of the parents, 
clothing, a grocery gift 
card and a turkey or a ham. 
Christie says she thinks 
the increase in use of the 
hamper program is partly 
due to low minimum wage 
and more people living on 
disability.

“They’re living at a very 
low-income level. Some 
people, they’re eligible to 
but they don’t use our food 
bank and our programs 
throughout the year. But 
at Christmas time they’ll 
ask us for assistance. That’s 
why I think the increase 
is there, too – people only 
use it just that one time,” 
Christie said.

They started collecting 
in the WCS office at the 
beginning of November, 
but officially kicked off the 
campaign in the commu-
nity after Remembrance 
Day. They’ll be accepting 
donations for the program 
until Dec. 11 and the ham-
pers will be put together by 
some 200 volunteers the 
week before Christmas.

“Even as a single, that 
$40 gift card to Foodland 
or Food Basics is a nice 
little treat. I don’t care 
what you buy yourself, you 
know, fresh meats or if you 
buy yourself chocolate. It’s 
Christmas. They’ll use that 
money or they’ll use that 
money to host a friend and 
it’s not cutting into their 
budget,” Christie said.

For some single people 
who receive a hamper, that 
will be the only Christmas 
gift they’ll receive. They do 
their best to match it up to 
the person’s interests.

Some of the most re-
quested toys year after 
year are farm animal sets, 
John Deere tractors, Bar-
bies, and Lego. Anything 
leftover will be put in the 
birthday cupboard which 
provides birthday gifts for 
parents who can’t afford it 
or if their child is attending 
a birthday party and needs 
a gift for the birthday boy 
or girl.

“Because we have this 
amazing community we 
will have stuff to fill the 
hampers,” Christie said.

Families who reach out 
for help through the Christ-
mas hamper program are 
always surprised by how 
well the gifts match up to 
their child’s personality.

“They’ll come in and 
they’ll say I don’t know 
how you did it, but ev-
erything you purchased 
for that child suited that 
child,” Christie said.

When people phone in 
and leave their wish list, 
they ask them to tell them 
a little bit about their child 
so if they don’t have the 
specific gifts they’ve asked 
for they can find other ap-
propriate gifts.

“One year the mom 
could not believe that for 
these two different chil-
dren, she said ‘I would 
have got exactly what was 
given.’ And they hadn’t 
peeked or anything. The 

family decided to make it a 
true Christmas and be sur-
prised along with the kids. 
The husband got work 
gloves and he was a me-
chanic and then they got a 
movie and some popcorn 
and they made it a family 
night. She said it was the 
best Christmas they had,” 
Christie said.

The program’s been 
ongoing for more than 30 
years. She says most of 
their programs come from 
one person expressing a 
need for support and it 
growing from there.

“I always joke with 
people if you’re donating 
cash we always accept it 
because we pay our bills 
after Christmas anyhow,” 
Christie said with a laugh.

People living outside of 
Woolwich and northern 
Wellesley can contact WCS 
to find out what Christmas 
program operates in their 
area.

“People do have to ask 
and that’s the hardest 
part,” Christie said.

As with any time of year, 
they’re always grateful for 
cash donations because 
then they can purchase 
clothing for people know-
ing their size and style. 
Anyone who donates $10 or 
more will get a receipt.

“I always suggest that if 
you want to donate an arti-
cle of clothing or a toy, buy 
something for yourself and 
give it away. Something 
that you really enjoyed as 
a child or something you 
would wear now. You can’t 
go wrong,” Christie said.

WCS: Community supports those who need help
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Kelly Christie from Woolwich Community Services (middle) and some staff from the Elmira Food Basics show off just some of the many 
donation cards filled out by customers giving $5 to the local food bank. The effort raised $4,905 for the local charitable organization. 


