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Waterloo St. Jacobs Pharmacy

826 King St N,
Unit 16, Waterloo, ON

P: 519-206-6777
F: 519-206-6779

• EASY Prescription Transfer
• FREE Blister Package
• FREE Medication Reviews & 

One on One Consultations
• ODB $2 Co-Pay is Waived 

on Eligible Prescriptions

L I V E  W E L L  W I T H

FAMILY OWNED

in Waterloo and 
Surrounding Areas*FREE Rx Delivery

Family Practice Onsite ACCEPTING PATIENTS *Some restrictions may apply, see store for details

NOW OPEN! Directly Across From St. Jacobs Farmer’s Market
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Dr. Paul Shutsa’s office Elmira Family Dental
Dr. Ryan Shugg has joined our dental practice & he is accepting new patients
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IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira ON •  PLEASE CALL 519-669-1526 TO SCHEDULE APPOINTMENTS WITH OUR DOCTORS.

FARMLAND MAKING UP A large percentage of 
its tax base, Wellesley will be receiving an extra 
$100,000 next year from the Ontario Municipal 
Partnership Fund (OMPF).

Announced at the last council meeting of the 
year on Dec. 22, the increase will come from the  
Farmland Tax Reduction Program. More than 90 
per cent of Wellesley land is classified as farm-
land, warranting more money through a redesign 
of the provincial program. The payment will 
increase to $576,700 – a bump of $104,600 from 
what the township got in 2015.

The fund provides an annual unconditional 
transfer payment to municipalities in the prov-
ince. More funding gets allocated to municipali-
ties with higher percentages of farmland, which 
is taxed at the lowest rates. 

Treasurer Theresa Bisch let council know how 
important this was to the township and its resi-
dents.

“It is really detrimental to our tax base to sub-
sidize the farmland,” she told council. “It is nice 
to see that they are finally recognizing that. It is 
definitely a big help to us.”

Mayor Joe Nowak expressed concerns about 
whether this was a one-time bump, or if the 
$100,000 increase was going to hold for future 
payments. 

CHOW DOWN ON THAT last 
piece of cake or have your 
last swig of beer because the 
calendar turns – January’s ar-
rival can only mean it’s time to 
change your life around.

But wait. Not so fast. 
The all or nothing mindset 

isn’t the best way to go about 
making – and keeping – those 
New Year’s resolutions, say lo-
cal psychology profs.

Anne Wilson, psychology 
professor at Wilfrid Laurier 

Wellesley to 
receive another 
$100,000 in 
provincial 
funding

LIZ BEVAN

Be it resolved, 
it’s that time 
of year
Sticking to your New Year’s 
resolutions requires more than some 
vague promises, say psychology 
experts

WHITNEY NEILSON University with a focus on iden-
tity and goal setting, says often 
we set goals that don’t end up 
panning out, especially at New 
Year’s. But she’s got some tips 
for making them stick.

“One of the best pieces of 
advice that’s backed up by evi-
dence is it’s better to set small 
achievable goals and those 
goals are still perfectly fine if 
they fit into a bigger picture 
way that you want to see your 
life changing,” Wilson said.

KEEP YOUR | 4 FUNDING | 4
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Grandpa: Emergency blood 
transfusion. Sunday 11:00am

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

This Linwood Blood Donor Clinic 
announcement is brought to you 

by these community-minded 
businesses

Give Blood ...  
 to save lives.

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.blood.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, Jan 8th, 2016 
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm

at Linwood Community Centre 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

www.erbelectric.ca • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

25+ Years of Service in the Area

WELLESLEY’S MANAGE-
MENT STAFF GOT some-
thing of a Christmas bonus 
this week, as council gave 
them another perq by vot-
ing for an overtime policy 
that provides more time 
off.

After lengthy and in-
depth discussion Dec, 22, 
council voted in favour of 
a time-in-lieu program for 
senior staff, with Coun. 
Herb Heher the lone – and 
vocal – dissenter.

Neher argued vehe-
mently against the policy 
that provides time off in 
lieu of overtime worked, 
and made his disagreement 
very clear, requesting a 
recorded vote once the mo-
tion was put on the table. 

Township CAO Rik Lou-
wagie presented the per-
sonnel policy to council, 
suggesting that it would al-
low one day off per month 
for senior staff in lieu of 
overtime hours worked 
while undertaking town-
ship business. 

Louwagie has been 
keeping track of the hours 
worked by senior staff 
since May 1 of this year, 

and found that staff worked 
an average of 20.13 days of 
overtime in the past eight 
months. 

Neher questioned the 
need for such a policy, say-
ing that overtime was part 
of the job and staff knew 
what they signed up for 
when they were hired. 

“With all due respect to 
senior staff, I know that 
everybody works hard and 
you get paid for working 
hard, but I think that we 
have to be very careful 
here,” he argued. “We are 
injecting something that is 
a condition of employment. 
When you are hired in a 
senior capacity in any cor-
poration, the expectation is 
there and it is part of your 
salary, most often, that you 
work a certain amount of 
overtime. I am totally op-
posed to a blanket thing 
giving every senior staff 
member … vacation on the 
premise that they are going 
to work [a certain amount 
of] overtime per year. I 
definitely cannot support 
that. If this was part of the 
job, their salary probably 
wouldn’t be as high.”

Mayor Joe Nowak 
clarified with Neher that it 

wasn’t a blanket policy and 
that all days were recorded 
on a time sheet. Louwagie 
confirmed that the days in 
lieu were noted, and it was 
just a matter of putting the 
policy on paper. As CAO, he 
has discretionary powers 
to determine if a day off in 
lieu was warranted. 

“I personally approve 
each one of them. It goes 
by the employee’s work-
load,” he said, mentioning 
that it wasn’t an hour-for-
hour policy. “If they work 
25 hours or 30 hours of 
overtime in a month, they 
are only eligible for one day 
in lieu. I get a report every 
month as to what they have 
worked and if they haven’t 
worked, I would have the 
discretionary power to say 
they haven’t earned a day 
that month.”

Neher still had some res-
ervations about the policy 
and whether it was neces-
sary to put down on paper.

“Senior management 
knows how to deal with 
their employees,” he said, 
directing his next com-
ments at Louwagie. “As the 
CAO, you know what your 
people are working and 
not working. You deal with 

them the way you want, as 
opposed to throwing this 
into an actual policy. I am 
not too sure why we are 
doing this. I don’t have a 
problem as the CAO for you 
to say, ‘Brad, you had to do 
this for a day, and next time 
you need the time off, I am 
going to give it to you. ‘”

Both Nowak and Coun. 
Peter van der Maas voiced 
their support of putting the 
regulations around over-
time in writing, making it a 
township policy. 

Van der Maas cited the 
benefits of an even play-
ing field and flexibility for 
township employees. 

“I like the idea that it 
is going to become policy 
because it is going to create 
transparency,” he said. “Ev-
eryone knows where he or 
she sits. In my experience, 

LIZ BEVAN

Wellesley to give lieu days to management working OT
Coun. Herb Neher the lone opponent, arguing that overtime is required of senior staff , who are paid accordingly

this seems to be a relatively 
common way to offer com-
promise and to deal with 
individual situations that 
come up.”

Still not convinced, Ne-
her questioned senior staff 
about the need for the in 
lieu days at all.  

“I have worked in senior 
management and if I need 
to take all this extra time 
off, there is something 
wrong with the way I am 
doing my work,” he said. 

Louwagie demonstrated 
that the in lieu days were 
not lost, but more than 
made up for with the over-
time hours worked at other 
times.

“Our tracking of our time 
over the last eight months 
has clearly shown that we 
are needed at work. That 
is why there are so many 

extra hours,” he said. “If we 
take a day off, it means we 
are working extra hours the 
next week or the previous 
week.”

After spending time 
discussing the topic with 
other rural mayors, Nowak 
found that having firm 
rules around overtime was 
common practice.

“I have had discussions 
with my regional counter-
parts and the rural mayors 
and it seems to be more 
common practice than 
not,” he shared. “They have 
a time-in-lieu program that 
I think is very simple, so 
it is not an unusual situa-
tion.”

The decision to adopt 
the policy was put up for 
a vote, and passed with 
Neher recorded as the sole 
vote against the motion.

THE GAME’S ON WITH THE SUGAR KINGS

The Sugar Kings stopped by the Elmira Public Library on Dec. 10 to play some board games and read with the children. The Kings have been 
out and about during the holiday season, getting off the ice and into the community. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON
www.leroysautocare.net

Help us serve you better this 
year and enjoy some savings!  
Visit our new website www.leroysautocare.net 
and fill out our satisfaction survey to help 
us better understand your needs as our valued 
customer! As a thank you, enjoy a $10 coupon 
emailed to you to use on during your next visit 
with us! – Leroy

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

TWO SISTERS FROM 
WELLESLEY will be rep-
resenting Canada on the 
international stage in Hel-
sinki, Finland this Christ-
mas as they take part in a 
ringette tournament. 

Sydney and Paige Nosal, 
both from St. Clements, 
made the national team in 
ringette and will be board-
ing planes for the Scandi-
navian country this week.

For Sydney, it is her first 
time playing on an inter-
national level for the Team 
Canada, after watching her 
sisters compete for their 
home country in previous 
years. Her play with the ju-
nior team will start with a 

HOLIDAY EDITION | 3

Christmastime in 
Scandinavia for pair of 
local ringette players
Sisters Paige and Sydney Nosal are part of the senior and junior 
squads representing Canada at Helsinki tournament

LIZ BEVAN Dec. 26 game against Swe-
den as part of a round robin 
before facing the Finnish 
team for a best-of-three 
match-up. 

The 18-year-old says that 
the trip will fulfill a dream 
she has had since she 
started playing ringette 14 
years ago.

“For me, it has always 
been a dream to be able to 
do that,” she said, adding 
that there is some extra 
difficulty with her support-
ers and neighbours watch-
ing her from back home. 
“There is a bit of pressure 
there, with all eyes watch-
ing us in a small town, but 
overall, it is really exciting 
and I am really honoured to 
be able to play.”

Adding some stress to 
the situation is the fact 
that she will be in Europe 
for Christmas this year, 
instead of around the din-
ner table with her family 
celebrating the holidays. 

“There is going to be a 
lot of mental game going 
on, just missing my fam-
ily and stuff like that,” she 
said, however her team is 
quickly becoming as close 
as a family. “We have all 
bonded really quickly, so it 
will be like having a second 
family over there. We’re all 
there and we are all miss-
ing our family Christmases, 
but it is going to be a new 
experience and I wouldn’t 

St. Clements’ Sydney Nosal and her sister Paige will be skating for Canada at a ringette tournament in Helsinki over the holidays. 
[SUBMITTED]

RIVERSIDE PS KIDS GET THEMSELVES INTO THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT

Students from every grade got into the holiday spirit at Riverside Public School on the afternoon of Dec. 17, putting on a festive show for parents, family and friends. The show was one of two put on by students and featured songs about gingerbread, decorating a Christmas tree and 
more. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820
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P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

NOTICE OF CHANGE OF MEETING LOCATION
The Township of Woolwich’s regularly scheduled Committee of the Whole  

meeting on Tuesday January 12, 2016 will be held at the:
Breslau Community Centre  

100 Andover Drive, Breslau at 6:00 P.M.
Agendas will be posted at www.woolwich.ca on Friday January 8, 2016.

Further questions or concerns can be directed to: 
Kiera Schlueter at (519) 669-1647 ext. 6115 (toll free877-969-0094, Ext. 6115) 

or by email at kschlueter@woolwich.ca

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to discuss the draft 2016 budgets 
as required by section 290 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended:

• Tax-supported operating budget; and
• Tax-supported capital budget;

at three special budget meetings on January 14th, January 21st and January 28, 2016, each 
commencing at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, Municipal Office, 24 Church Street West, Elmira.

The Draft Budget Highlight Report is available to view on the Township website at  www.woolwich.ca.

Richard Petherick, CPA, CMA 
Director of Finance & Treasurer

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to discuss the 2016 Draft Water 
and Wastewater Budgets and changes to the water and wastewater rates at the Committee of the 
Whole meeting on January 12, 2016 commencing at 6:00 p.m. at the Breslau Community Centre,  100 
Andover Drive, Breslau.

Richard Petherick, CPA, CMA 
Director of Finance & Treasurer

For example, if you 
want to really change to a 
healthy lifestyle you may 
decide to add two extra 
servings of fruits and veg-
etables every day and cut 
out some of the food that 
is unhealthy. That’s a con-
crete goal and you can see 
when you’re doing it. She 
notes it might not translate 
to a number on a scale im-
mediately, but you’re actu-
ally going to see what it is 
that you identified as a goal 
as something that you’re 
managing to keep up with 
more often than not.

“Another trick to achiev-
ing a lot of the same out-
comes is to start focusing 
on the immediate benefits 
of those long-term out-
comes. Rather than think-
ing about a new exercise 
program as no pain, no 
gain, start thinking about 
the things that are enjoy-
able about exercising or 
whatever it is you’re do-
ing,” Wilson.

When you’re tired or 
busy but want to keep up 
your resolution, remind 
yourself of how much bet-
ter you sleep after you’ve 
exercised or how produc-

tive it makes you the rest of 
the day.

It’s also important to re-
member if you spend two 
weeks really indulging be-
fore the New Year and then 
you don’t actually stick to 
your resolution all that long 
after the New Year then it 
might not actually be a ben-
efit to you in the end.

“One of the insights that 
doesn’t get talked about 
as much, one thing that 
New Year’s resolutions can 
cause people to do, if they 
make a New Year’s resolu-
tion in advance it gives 
them license to indulge 
even more than usual, up 
until that day,” Wilson said.

While the New Year is 
attractive for setting goals 
because it’s symbolic of a 
fresh start and there’s ex-
tra motivation, it doesn’t 
necessarily make it the 
best time of year to do it. 
She says sometimes when 
people plan on making a 
big change at the New Year 
they can be really confi-
dent that next year’s going 
to be a fresh start, despite 
the fact that if they looked 
at the past they’d realize 
they’ve said that plenty of 
other times and every other 
time it doesn’t happen. 

Just having the moti-
vation isn’t enough, 
she notes.

Often 
people will 
overvalue 
the present 
compared 
to the future, 
and that’s what 
derails us from 
achieving our 
goals.

“Often when 
we’re 
setting 
goals it’s 
because we’re 
envisioning this future self 
that’s going to 
be healthier 
or hap-
pier or 
more 
relaxed or su-
per successful in 
their job. In order 
to get there it 
often means hard 
work or sacrifice 
and so there’s a 
term called tempo-
ral discounting that 
people tend to do a lot and 
basically what that means 
is people will think about 
something that’s going to 
benefit them in the future 
compared to something 

that’s going to 
benefit them 

now, even if 
the thing 

that’s 
going to 
benefit 
them 

now is 
equal of or 

lesser value in 
real terms, they’ll 

tend to 
overval- ue 
what-
ever 
the 
thing 
that’s 
hap-
pen-
ing 

in 
the 

near future compared to 
the thing in the more dis-
tant future,” Wilson said.

Say you want to save 
money for a house. It’s go-
ing to feel like bigger deal 
to spend $100 right now 
compared to putting it 
away for a future. One way 

to try to shift away from 
being derailed from our fu-
ture goals is to think 
about that 

future 
self, and 

realize it 
may not be you 

yet, but it’s who you 
want to be.
“People can often 

have the misconception 
that failure towards a goal 
means you can’t achieve 
it and if you switch the 
mindset from the idea that 
if I’ve tried to quit smoking 
10 times and I’ve failed 10 
times that means I can’t 
quit smoking. In fact 
in some cases 

the more 
times you 
fail the more 
likely you are to 
succeed in the end 
because it means 
you’re trying more 
often,” Wilson said.

Tobias 

Krettenauer,  
psychology pro-
fessor at Wilfrid Laurier 

University with a focus 
on moral develop-

ment, agrees that failure is 
a key to achieving goals.

He says when setting 
resolutions you have to 
expect failure, but that 
doesn’t give you a reason 
to give up on it.

“Most importantly 
I think is whether this 

is some change you re-
ally want to bring about or 
whether this is something 
you think others want you 
to do. I think many of these 
resolutions people come 
up with is something well 
they want to please their 
parents or their husbands 
or their wives and they say 
I won’t do this anymore. 
But it’s not deep inside, 
they don’t really feel this 
is something they want to 
do, a change they want to 
bring about in their lives,” 
Krettenauer said.

And for those people 
who make a list of five 
or  six things they want to 
change in the New Year, 
Krettenauer cautions you 
against being that ambi-
tious. It’s better to focus 
on one goal, especially if 
it involves changing a bad 
habit you’ve had for years.

“If you really want to 
change some of the habits 
that are deeply engrained 
in your life, you really have 
to make that a priority and 
really have to work on that. 
It’s certainly not a good 
idea to make six or seven 
things a priority right from 
the beginning. It’s better 
to focus on one thing and 
really think about it, what 
makes it difficult for you to 
do certain things or to be in 
a certain way, what are the 
situations that cause prob-
lems, what are the situa-
tions that trigger certain 
behaviors you don’t like to 
see in yourself? And then 
you have to really work on 
that,” Krettenauer said.

FROM | COVER

Keep your Happy New Year realistic

“I thought they were 
winding this program 
down?” he asked.

Bisch assured him that it 
was a different program – 
the transition payments to 
municipalities – that was 
winding down and barring 
any provincial restructur-
ing the Farmland Tax Re-
duction Program won’t be 
going anywhere.

“Luckily for this town-
ship, we never received 
transition payments, so it 
didn’t affect us like oth-
ers that were depending 
on it,” she said, mention-
ing that the payment the 
municipality qualifies 
for had been lowered in 
the past. “We got our pay-
ment reduced, but this 
has brought it back up. 
I am not sure that it will 
continue at the same level, 
because it is the province 
and programs change. You 

think you are counting on 
it, but I never count on 
that.”

The future of the pay-
ments, the program’s 
criteria and the potential 
that development could 
affect the amount received 
all raised questions from 
Coun. Peter van der Maas

“In the event that things 
do continue as they are, 
would more building in-
crease our payments?” he 
asked. 

Bisch assured him that 
as long as future build-
ing didn’t encroach on 
farmland, the payments 
would continue, and may 
even increase with more 
homes. 

“To a point,” she said. 
“You would have to watch 
that you are not building 
on farmland. It is a com-
parison of the farmland to 
overall land. As long as it 
is in the farmland class, we 
are getting the farmland 

reduction program. If it 
is getting farmed, and the 
farmer is getting the land 
for a reduced rate, it is con-
sidered farmland.”

Nowak reminded his col-
leagues that the increased 
payment didn’t come 
without some passionate 
lobbying by former Welles-
ley Township mayor Ross 
Kelterborn. 

“The previous mayor 
fought long and hard for 
this, for years and years 
and years,” he told council-
lors. “The province turned 
a deaf ear to him for a long 
time, so I have asked staff 
to make him aware of this. 
I talked to him about it and 
he seemed quite excited. 
Every minister he talked to, 
this was the first thing that 
he talked about. Obviously 
somebody listened.”

The next Wellesley 
Township council meeting, 
the first of 2016, is on Jan. 5 
at 6:45 p.m.

FUNDING: Money will help offset the fact 
Wellesley’s tax base consists largely of farmland
FROM | COVER
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Elmira Life and Work School
“ELAWS”

An alternative secondary school program for students of Mennonite background

Information Meeting and Registration
for September 2016

Thursday, January 14, 2016  7:30 pm
Lions Hall (beside the Woolwich Recreation Complex)

40 South Street West, Elmira
• Students can earn a full grade 12 Ontario Secondary School Diploma
• Flexible structure combines classroom instruction, work and home study
• Technology emphasis with access to EDSS shops
• Computer instruction with supervised internet access

For more information contact: Jeff Martin, 519-669-5414 Ext.480
jeff_martin@googleapps.wrdsb.ca

In the event of inclement weather, event will be rescheduled. 
Call snow phone 519-669-5414 ext. 804 

give it up for anything.”
The sport, which re-

sembles hockey with 
some equipment and rule 
changes, is something that 
Sydney has been passion-
ate about for a long time, 
and she credits the game 
for skills she applies to be 
successful in her everyday 
life.

“I love the sport, the 
speed of it, the intensity. It 
has taught me a lot outside 
of the sport like organiza-
tion, dedication, commit-
ment, sacrifice and I have 
been able to use those in 
my schoolwork and my 
everyday life,” she said. 
“It has been a really good 
thing for me, kept me busy 
and out of trouble – you 
had to be so on top of train-
ing. You know the girls are 

there because they love the 
sport.”

Sydney’s sister Paige will 
be hitting the ice with the 
senior team, and her trip 
will be taking a bit of a dif-
ferent format. She leaves 
a couple of days later, and 
will only be facing Finland 
rather than competing in a 
round robin. She faced Fin-
land in 2012 at the world 
championship held in Lon-
don, Ont. and says that win 
will really help at their next 
meeting. 

“We actually went un-
defeated and won against 
Finland, who had been un-
defeated for over a decade,” 
she said. “It was nice be-
cause I had a taste of what 
the Finland team was like 
before playing them now. I 
am not going in blind.”

For the past few prac-
tices, Paige and the senior 

team have been getting 
their heads in the game. 
In Helsinki, ringette has 
a huge following, with 
passionate fans and loud 
arenas.

“At our training camps, 
our coaches had recordings 
of the drums and the noise 
that happens at games 
there, so when we were 
practicing, they would play 
that, just to get us used to 
it,” she said. “It is hard to 
hear on the ice sometimes 
when people are cheering 
like that, so I thought it was 
a smart idea. We don’t get 
that in Canada.”

Before she has even got-
ten on the plane to go play, 
Paige says she has been 
overwhelmed by the sup-
port she has received from 
St. Clements residents and 
other ringette players in 
the area. 

THAT SNEAKING SUSPI-
CION THAT consumers care 
more and more about ani-
mal welfare is more than 
a hunch for University of 
Guelph researcher Michael 
von Massow.

In a year-end interview, 
von Massow said he was 
“stunned” when his re-
search revealed there’s 
been a 300 per cent in-
crease in just two years in 
the group of Canadians 
he describes as actively 
concerned about animal 
welfare.

“Two years ago, animal 
welfare registered with 
only a small number of 
people, and most people 
said they didn’t consider it 
an issue,” said von Massow. 
“Now, more people care, 
and they care more than 
they used to.”

Von Massow’s research 
involves about 2,000 
people, and is carried out 
with support from the Tim 
Hortons Sustainable Food 
Management Fund at the 
university. He says food 
companies’ independent 
research has been showing 
similar trends about public 
concerns. That’s resulted 
in welfare-based consumer 
campaigns dealing with 
hot topics such as hor-
mones and steroids, and 

FIELD
NOTES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

Growing 
animal 
welfare 
concerns 
“stun” 
researcher

“The support back here 
is so great. I have already 
had a ton of people come 
and say good luck to me. I 
was running a clinic (last 
Monday) and the coach 
came up to me and told me 
they are having a party at 
her house where they are 
going to set up the web-
cast up on the big screen 
and we are all going to be 
watching us,” she said. “It 
is awesome. It is great to 
hear all the support and 
people wishing us good 
luck.”

She has been playing for 
18 years, and now, at 22, she 
runs ringette camps and 
clinics for young girls who 
are getting into the sport 
or who want to improve. 
She even has some advice 
for girls who want to get to 
play for Team Canada in 
the future: perseverance.

“I would encourage them 
to stick with it. The biggest 
thing that helped me was 
coaching. When you have 
good coaching, it makes 
things easier,” she said. “I 
also really focused on get-
ting involved in camps and 
learning to perfect those 
fundamental skills. You get 
that at camp. In practices, 
you have to work on your 
systems and things that 
will benefit your team. 
With girls that are just 
starting out in ringette, I 
really encourage them to 
find someone who knows 
the sport and works on 
those technical things.”

The sisters will be back 
in Canada in the new year. 
To watch Team Canada 
take on Sweden, the games 
will be broadcast live at 
www.youtube.com/user/
ringettetv.

FROM | 3
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RINGETTE: This international experience a first for one of the sisters

Paige Nosal, left, and her Sydney Paige are flying to Helsinki, Finland this Christmas to represent Canada in an international ringette tournament. The girls will be away from home for Christmas, but say they wouldn’t change their plans 
for anything. [SUBMITTED]
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HOW CAN YOU TELL a politician is lying? His 
lips are moving.

An old joke, but certainly based on reality. Outside of 
banal platitudes, almost everything uttered by politicians 
is untrue, misleading or self-serving. Well, there is another 
category: stupid. That’s a growing one, from ill-informed lo-
cal councillors through to the crown prince of inane political 
wannabes, Donald Trump, and his fellow GOP hopeful Ted 
Cruz (actually, that applies to pretty much all of the Republi-
can leadership candidates).

With that in mind, we’re in for an interesting political year 
in 2016.

All eyes, of course, will be on the run-up to the U.S. presi-
dential elections. There will be little truth – but lots of truthi-
ness and outright lies. Only Democratic hopeful Bernie 
Sanders is speaking the truth. Trump and Cruz are telling 
people what they want to hear, some of it truthful, most of it 
not, but all very much intended to tap into the worst of the 
public’s rage against the establishment.

On this side of the border, with Justin Trudeau’s honey-
moon phase wearing off, we’ll find out just how many of his 
election promises fell into the “telling ‘em what they want to 
hear” category. Some will turn out to be outright lies, others 
delusions doused by the reality of budgets and governing. 

Speaking of budgets, early on we’ll be seeing those from 
all levels of government. Expect nothing but disappoint-
ment – taxes will rise, profligate spending will abound, cor-
ruption and waste will flourish. No politician has ever made 
a New Year’s resolution to do what’s right for the public, let 
alone followed through on it. Their goal is to avoid being 
indicted for their offenses and to fool enough of the elector-
ate in order to stay in power at least long enough to collect a 
pension and latch on to the public teat indefinitely, ideally 
double-dipping with a patronage appointment. Better still 
if there’s corporate money continuing to line their pockets, 
shifting from campaign donations to plum board appoint-
ments or lobbying gigs that skirt laughingly inadequate 
regulations – ethics being only a suggestion.

A harsh outlook on our political system? Perhaps, but a 
skepticism is what’s needed rather than the apathy and inat-
tentiveness politicians and bureaucrats count on to let them 
get away with poor governance.

Our expectations of politicians and bureaucrats are 
now so low that many of us have simply given up – we’ve 
come to the conclusion that they’re all pretty much the 
same in working against the public interest. Governments 
serve only their financial backers and themselves, so it just 
doesn’t matter what we do. That said, there is a growing 
undercurrent of anger among the general public, both here 
and abroad. It’s what’s fueling the divisive Republican cam-
paigns and the positive Sanders. It’s on display in tradition-
ally liberal Europe, where hard economic times and contro-
versial demographic changes have traditional politicians on 
the ropes (see Gwynne Dyer’s take on the Spanish election).

There’s something revolutionary in the air. That can go 
either way, of course. Or nowhere, which is what those now 
in power want – they’re just fine with the downward spiral, 
just as long as they keep their perqs and profits.

In making resolutions this year, perhaps we can add 
“more involved” to the list. Many of us make resolutions ca-
sually only to just as easily break them. We then rationalize 
our actions. In our jaded age, we’re equally blasé about the 
same lack of follow-through from our elected officials – in 
fact, we’ve come to expect them to lie, cheat, break their 
promises and to otherwise act in a self-serving manner. That 
doesn’t mean, however, that we just accept the status quo.

We should resolve 
to expect more 
of governments

“I’M GOING TO TRY to form 
a government,” said Spain’s 
Prime Minister Mariano 
Rajoy as the results of the 
national election came in 
on Sunday night, “but it 
won’t be easy.” His right-
wing People’s Party (PP) 
still won the most seats in 
parliament, 129 – but that 
was far down from the 176 
seats it would need for an 
absolute majority, let alone 
the 186 it had before the 
election.

Pablo Iglesias, the man 
who founded the Podemos 
(“We can”) party only two 
years ago, agreed with Ra-
joy on this, if on little else. 
“Ladies and gentlemen, 
this is the captain speaking 
in the name of Podemos,” 
he told a rally during the 
campaign. “We thank you 
for choosing the path of 
change. We’re expecting a 
bumpy ride with political 
turbulence.”

Podemos ended up with 
69 seats, not bad for a two-
year-old party in its first 
national election – but it 
doesn’t seem interested in 

After election, Spain will have trouble making government
cooperating with the other 
left-wing party. “Hopefully 
Podemos would be willing 
to work with us,” said Juan 
Fernando Lopez Aguilar of 
the Spanish Socialist Work-
ers’ Party (PSOE), which 
got 90 seats, “but so far 
I perceive a threatening 
mixture of arrogance, self-
infatuation and condescen-
sion.”

“If the socialists or PP 
had done nothing wrong, 
neither Podemos nor us 
would exist,” said Albert 
Rivera, leader of the even 
newer party, Ciudadanos 
(Citizens). Last January it 
was barely known outside 
Catalonia, with only three 
per cent support in the 
polls. Last Sunday Ciu-
dadanos got 14 per cent of 
the national vote and 40 
seats. So forming a new 
government in Spain is go-
ing to be a long and messy 
process.

Ever since the dictator 
Francisco Franco died and 
democracy returned to 
Spain 40 years ago, only 
two parties have mattered 
at the national level. The 
PP was the traditional 
right, close to the Catholic 
Church, and getting most 
of its votes from rural areas 
and older voters. The PSOE 

was traditional left, and got 
the urban vote, the young, 
and what’s left of the work-
ing class.

The PP and the PSOE 
alternated in power, and 
during the three-decade 
boom after Spain joined 
the European Union no-
body much minded the 
lack of viable alternatives. 
Then came the world fi-
nancial crisis of 2008, with 
stagnant or falling wages 
for most Spaniards and an 
unemployment rate that 
reached 27 per cent.

Each party had a turn 
at trying to deal with the 
crisis, and each cut the na-
tional budget, rescheduled 
or repaid as much debt 
as possible, and imposed 
severe austerity on the 
population. Even Spain’s 
population began to fall, 
as the young left in droves 
to find work elsewhere in 
the EU.

Maybe all that austerity 
has finally worked. This 
year the Spanish economy 
is growing at three per 
cent, the highest rate in the 
EU, and unemployment 
is down to 21 per cent. But 
that’s still higher than any-
where else in the EU except 
Greece, and it’s too late for 
a lot of voters. They don’t 

believe that either tradi-
tional party’s policies had 
much to do with the upturn 
in the economy (and a lot 
of them don’t even believe 
the statistics that say there 
is one).

So there was plenty of 
room for a new party of-
fering an end to austerity, 
and for a while it looked 
like Podemos was it. It was 
anti-capitalist, its 36-year-
old leader wore a pony-tail, 
and it promised radical 
change. Some people wor-
ried that it had “Venezu-
elan” tendencies, but a year 
ago the polls suggested 
that it could even come out 
ahead of both traditional 
parties in an election.

Not so fast. Since Janu-
ary the other new party, 
Ciudadanos, has been lur-
ing away the more timid 
people who once consid-
ered voting for Podemos, 
but were alarmed by its 
“Venezuelan” tenden-
cies. Ciudadanos also has 
a 36-year-old leader (no 
pony-tail) who talks about 
radical change, but it is 
really a centre-right party 
that sits comfortably in the 
middle of the road, long 
left empty by the tradition-

DYER | 7

Enjoying the holidays means forgetting about what might come along to haunt the new year.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Have you chosen a tough New Year’s resolution or something easy to keep?

I can never keep them regardless of it being 
easy or not 

 » Vicki Wannanaker

I haven’t chosen one

 » Jordan Dixon

I just want to get out of bed when the alarm 
rings. It’s tough

 » Aron Binning

I don’t believe in New Year’s resolutions. 
Actually I do have one, to get new flip flops

 » Zach Perry

I haven’t thought about my New Year’s 
resolution yet, but I think it’ll be something 
realistic

 » Liv Cento

NATIONAL VIEW

WATERLOO-WELLINGTON ONTARIO
MAPLE SYRUP 
PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION 

 
 

For more information contact: Al Murray 519-744-3811

We invite you to a�end the Waterloo-Wellington Ontario 
Maple Producer Association Annual Information Day 

on Thursday, January 7, 2016 at Elmira Lions Hall
(New Location - 40 South St. W., Elmira)

Admission is FREE for members 
$25 for non-members
Registration: 9:00am
Meeting: 10:00am - 3:30pm
Hot Meal: $13.00

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from January 4th – January 9th

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Precooked

Corned Beef  
or Pastrami

Chicken LegsCheddarwurst or Honey 
Garlic Smoked Sausages

Cabbage Rolls

Short Rib, Cross 
Cut or Pot Roasts

Store Made Deli Sliced 

Store Made Fresh Back Attached 

REG. PRICE
$5.69 /lb.

$5.29

Fresh

$4.99
Reg. $5.29 /lb TR

AY
 O

F 1
6

Reg. $4.89 /lb

$4.49

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb.

$7.69

REG. PRICE
$2.19 /lb.

$1.79

Does your home need 
some better smells?

We can help!

al parties of left and right.
That split the protest 

vote, so now Spain has four 
major parties, and creat-
ing any sort of coalition 
government is going to be 
very hard. The arithme-
tic means that either the 
PP or the PSOE must be 

in any coalition that can 
command a majority in 
parliament, but Ciudada-
nos swears that it will not 
join any government that it 
does not lead.

Podemos is being equally 
difficult, saying that it will 
ask its supporters to vote 
on joining any coalition. 
(Being fed up with both 

traditional parties, they 
would probably say no.) 
So unless there is a “grand 
coalition” between the PP 
and the PSOE – which is 
also very hard to imagine 
– it may not be possible to 
form a new government 
at all. In which case, after 
two months, there must be 
another election – and you 

DYER: Spain’s varied parties seem unlikely to be able to get along
FROM | 6 can forget the economic 

recovery.
Hard times do not usu-

ally make people more 
moderate and open to com-
promise. Spain was a per-
fectly reasonable country 
that managed its democ-
racy well for 40 years, but 
it may just have made itself 
ungovernable.

 OBSERVER HOLIDAY
OFFICE HOURS 

OFFICE CLOSURE:
Thur. Dec. 24 • Closed by noon
Mon. Jan 4, 2016 • Re-opens

Our website will 
continue to accept 

submissions and 
queries over the break. 

See you in 2016.
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animal housing.
Some of these campaigns 

frustrate farmers – espe-
cially those by companies 
boasting their meat comes 
from livestock that is free 
of this and that. A classic 
example is the hormone-
free chicken claim. In 
Canada, no chicken is 
raised with hormones. But 
ad campaigns by one com-
pany making that claim 
infer other companies’ 
chicken products are com-
promised with hormones. 
They’re not.

Consumers, however, 
don’t know that. Von Mas-
sow thinks the agriculture 
sector should get more ac-
tive in telling its story, be-
fore someone else does or 
myths gain more traction.

And given the way the 
numbers of concerned 
consumers are rising, this 
better happen fast.

“Consumers inherently 
trust farmers, but they 
have no idea what they do 
on the farm,” he says. “So, 
if consumers see a picture 
or a video of a certain farm-
ing practice that they don’t 
like, or something like ani-

mal abuse, that becomes 
their reality.”

People are telling re-
searchers such as von 
Massow and the rest of the 
farming industry that they 
want more information 
about agriculture and pro-
duction practices, but they 
don’t know where to get it. 
That means a huge oppor-
tunity exists for someone 
or some group to step for-
ward and fill that void.

The good news is that 
great stories already ex-
ist, showing how farmers 
have long taken an inter-
est in food safety and 

animal welfare. Von Mas-
sow’s colleagues at the 
University of Guelph have 
been leaders in research 
in both areas, going back 
more than 30 years. Find-
ings from world-leading 
institutes such as the 
Campbell Centre for the 
Study of Animal Welfare 
have supported or driven 
changes to agricultural 
practices in Canada that 
have made livestock bet-
ter cared for, and food 
safer and more nutritious.

Consumers need to hear 
how these developments 
end up as farm practices, 

and how they influence the 
food that appears on their 
plates.

Von Massow says that’s a 
job for the entire food pro-
duction sector, including 
farmers, who continue to 
rate high with consumers 
when it comes to credibility.

“Consumers are saying 
they don’t need to know 
every detail about produc-
tion, but they want to know 
enough to feel assured that 
what’s going on is OK,” he 
says.

Further, von Massow 
says the price-sensitive 
group of consumers is 

declining. However, the 
headlines that appeared 
following the recent pre-
diction that food prices 
will rise in 2016 suggest 
strong concerns remain 
about price.

In any event, research 
shows farmers have grow-
ing public concerns to deal 
with. And with openness 
being the best policy, the 
way forward is clear, if not 
easy: make consumers 
comfortable with farming 
practices, and be proactive 
explaining them so your 
practices become consum-
ers’ reality.

ROBERTS: Growing public concern with animal welfare is something for farmers to deal with
FROM | 5

SENIOR BOYS DUMP VISITING WODSS

The EDSS senior boys’ basketball team earned their first win of the season on Dec. 17, defeating Waterloo-Oxford 65-25.  
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

JUNIOR SQUAD FALLS TO WATERLOO-OXFORD

The junior team fell to the WODSS’s junior team 61-28, with Evan Reese picking up 10 points and Ethan Ball scoring five for Elmira. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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THE ELMIRA DISTRICT 
SECONDARY School girls’ 
hockey team got a visit 
earlier this month from a 
former player who helped 
start their 41-game winning 
streak.

Kaitlin Doering, who 
now plays as the first-line 
center for Cornell Uni-
versity, helped out at a 
practice during her visit 
home, showing the girls 
some drills and answering 
questions about playing at 
a higher level.

Former star provides some tips to EDSS girls’ hockey
Kaitlin Doering was there at the start when Elmira team started out on its current 41-game winning streak

WHITNEY NEILSON “It dates back to when 
Kaitlin was there,” said 
coach Steve Karn of the re-
cord. “She was there when 
it ended the first time and 
when it started the second 
time. It was nice to have 
her out. She was pretty ex-
cited. She didn’t realize we 
were at that point, at that 
many games. It’s exciting 
for the girls. At some point 
it has to end, but it’s just 
nice to see their hard work 
and effort has paid off.”

The Elmira team is at the 
top of the Waterloo County 
Secondary Schools Athlet-

ics Association with a 6-0 
record so far this season, 
and are hoping to take the 
provincial championship 
this year. 

Playing for Cornell, Do-
ering played with Brianne 
Jenner last year, a member 
of Team Canada. 

“There are some pretty 
big players that she’s play-
ing with and she’s on the 
first line, she’s the first-line 
center. It’s pretty amaz-
ing. She likes to give back. 
She was a leader when she 
was at our school in pretty 
much everything she did 

and she still has that great 
quality,” Karn said.

He says most of the girls 
on her team are border-
line national level and her 
coach is part of the nation-
al team as well. Karn says 
she’s close to being on that 
team, but whether she’ll 
ever get the chance or not, 
who knows. 

“She was one of our best 
players ever to come out 
of this school, out of Wa-
terloo Region. You always 
keep in contact with them. 
She’s done really well. She 
said that she was going to 

be home and come to our 
game, so when she came to 
our game she said do you 
have any other games, and 
we said we had a practice 
and she said she’d love to 
come out and help,” said 
Karn.

Doering ran the players 
through some drills, which 
he says is good for the girls 
to see, since it’s coming from 
the elite level. They even got 
some one-on-one coaching 
with her helping them prac-
tice their face-offs.

And the team certainly 
enjoyed the experience, he 

says. The girls commented 
on how good the drills 
were, how they’d never 
worked on face-offs like 
that before, and how they 
were going to use things 
they’d learned in that 
one practice in their next 
league games.

“She’s a very good kid 
and a very good athlete, so 
it’s nice when they come 
and give back,” Karn said.

Following the Christmas 
break, the lady Lancers 
take on Waterloo-Oxford 
at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre on Jan. 6 at 3 p.m.

EDSS grad and current Cornell University hockey center Kaitlin Doering stopped by the Elmira girls’ hockey team’s practice earlier this month to show them some drills. Doering was part of the EDSS team when it started its winning streak, which has reached 41 games straight now.

IT’S TURKEY TIME AT PARK MANOR

Students at Park Manor Public School in Elmira got into the holiday spirit with a school-
wide turkey lunch with all the fixings on Dec. 18. All the staff and students gathered 
in the school gym to chow down on turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, veggies and 
rolls, smothered in gravy and cranberry sauce. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

S P E C I A L  N OTI C E

THANK YOU
FOR OVER A
DECADE OF
DELIVERING
THE NEWS!
Thank you Eleanor Longstaff 
on your exceptional and 
long-standing service to 
the Observer!

Joe Merlihan
Publisher

Pat Merlihan
Print/Web Manager

Enjoy your retirement!

& The rest of the Observer Staff
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We Deliver!

PHONE: 519-669-5403

We Deliver!

519-669-5403

315 Arthur St. S.

Holiday
Hours

Holiday
Hours
December 24
Closing at 6 p.m.

Boxing Day December 26, 10-5pm
Re-opening December 27 at 7 a.m.

December 31
Closing at 6 p.m.

Re-opening January 2 at 7 a.m.

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS THROUGH SONG

On the evening of Dec. 16, parents of Floradale Public School students were ushered into the school gym for a tradition-based Christmas 
concert. The performers shared the true meaning of Christmas – giving to others – and read the Bible’s Christmas story in a creative way, 
holding mock auditions for next year’s concert.  The school choirs also sang traditional Christmas carols. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

WITH TEMPERATURES IN 
THE double digits, winter 
sports enthusiasts are out 
of luck so far this year. 
Green grass and rain mean 
no skiing, snowboarding or 
skating in the region. 

At Chicopee Ski Club in 
Kitchener, executive direc-
tor Bill Creighton says the 
local hill is well past its 
planned opening day, and it 
all depends on the weather.

“We hoped to, this year, 
be open on [Dec. 12]. We’d 
like to be busier,” he said 
with a laugh, mentioning 
that conditions are less 
than ideal for getting some 
snow on the slopes. “It is a 
very complicated process 
in terms of humidity, wind 
speed and direction, but in 
very general terms, if you’re 

Snow-free ski hills push 
back winter plans

LIZ BEVAN down to minus-2 C, you 
can make snow, but it isn’t 
efficient. As it gets colder, 
it gets more efficient. Mi-
nus-6 C is pretty good, but 
if we get down to minus-10 
C, we can make a lot of 
snow.”

The temperature is fore-
casted to stay above 0 C un-
til New Year’s Day, however 
even though the club isn’t 
open for business, the staff 
are still testing equipment. 
The club was making snow 
last weekend when the 
mercury dipped below zero 
before warming up again. 

“We did make [snow] on 
Friday night, just to put 
some pressure on the sys-
tem, to test it and see if it is 
all ready, and it looks like 
we aren’t going to be back 
at it until after Christmas. 
Polish those golf clubs,” he 

said, looking fairly opti-
mistically towards the new 
year. “Hopefully, we will be 
making [snow] on the 28th, 
29th, 30th and 31st. I don’t 
suspect we will be open for 
Jan. 2, but it will all depend 
on how cold it gets and 
how much snow we can lay 
down.”

With no snow pack, and 
plenty of rain, the hill is 
still moving forward with 
some of their wintertime 
plans. 

“We still have gone 
through our hiring and 
training process. We’ve 
hired over 400 people, so 
they are all trained and on 
standby, but everybody has 
been told to go home and 
enjoy Christmas with their 
families,” said Creighton.

There are other plans, 
like the annual New Year’s 
Eve bash at Chicopee, 
which have been postponed 
for better conditions.

“We have about a $5,000 
fireworks show (on New 
Year’s Eve), and it is a great 
fireworks show,” he said. 
“Without the skiing and all 
the families out, we didn’t 
feel that we would attract 
enough people at the last 
minute to get the whole 
experience.”

The party has been 
pushed to Family Day 
weekend, when Creighton 
says the hill will be open, 
and the crowds will be 
there.

“Everyone is around that 
weekend, and we tradition-
ally get thousands of people 
out for it.”

Some of their skiers 
have already bought their 
annual ski passes and lift 
tickets, and even though 
the season is starting late, 
Creighton wants to assure 
them they can still get their 
money’s worth on the runs 
when the resort finally 
does open its doors.

Happy New Year
From all of us at the Observer
Joe Merlihan, Donna Rudy, Steve Kannon, Whitney 
Neilson, Liz Bevan, Pat Merlihan and Jake Stallard

WE LOOK FORWARD TO 
SERVING YOU IN 2016!

The New Year is 
upon us, have fun & 
celebrate responsibly.

GET 
YOUR 
GEAR 
READY!
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DR. ANH LE   |   DR. LINDA VO   |   DR. GREGORY MASON
77 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  |  PH. 519-669-1577
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We thank you for a successful 2015. We are privileged 
to be entrusted with your dental care. See you in 2016!
We thank you for a successful 2015. We are privileged 

BEST WISHES
FOR 2016

BEST WISHES
FOR 2016

CONESTOGO PS DOES THE SEASON IN STYLE

Students from Conestogo Public School performed holiday classics for family and friends on the afternoon of Dec. 15. Students performed a 
poem rendition of A Christmas Carol, played Christmas carols for the audience to sing along with and sang about keeping warm during the 
cold holiday season. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

CHRISTMAS BY DAY ... AND BY NIGHT

Gloria Lillico’s outdoor Christmas decorations continue to grow each year. She’s hoping to find another inflatable decoration under her tree 
this year to add to her Elmira lawn. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

KINGS HELP SPREAD SOME GOODWILL

The Elmira Sugar Kings helped out with the Woolwich Community Services’ Christmas Goodwill hampers on Dec. 17, loading up vehicles to 
be delivered to some 165 families in Woolwich and Wellesley townships. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / MUSICAL THEATRE

A multicoloured 
tale of biblical 
proportions
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat returns 
to the Centre In The Square for Jan. 6 performance

WHITNEY NEILSON

ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER 
AND Tim Rice’s hugely 
popular musical Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat hits the Centre 
In  The Square stage for one 
night only next week for 
the first time in eight years.

Joseph, the favoured son 
of Jacob, is sold into slav-
ery by his 11 brothers who 
are jealous of their father’s 
preference of him and his 
famous coat. Based on the 
story of Joseph in the Book 
of Genesis, Joseph is able 
to interpret dreams and 
knows that he will lead over 
his brothers. 

“It’s a really great musi-
cal and Broadway perfor-
mance that is really fantas-
tic and ideal for a lot of age 
groups,” says Aleta Wilson 
of the centre’s marketing 
team. 

“It’s important for us be-
ing a community venue to 
bring entertainment that’s 
really great for a lot of dif-
ferent age groups and for 
people to experience enter-
tainment and experience 
shows as a family or just 
with different age groups. 
It’s a really big production, 
and a really well-known 
production.”

As the slave of Egyptian 
millionaire Potiphar, Jo-
seph is jailed after Potiphar 
walks in on his wife making 
advances on Joseph, which 
Joseph refuses, but Poti-
phar doesn’t believe him. 
While in jail he interprets 
the dreams of his cellmates 
and then is brought to the 
Pharaoh to interpret his as 
well. He becomes the sec-
ond most powerful man in 

Egypt, while his brothers 
suffer through the famine. 
They eventually come face 
to face with Joseph again, 
showing a new state of self-
lessness.

You’ll have to see the 
show to find out what be-
comes of Joseph and his 
11 brothers, but you can be 
sure there’s a happy end-
ing in this family friendly 
musical.

Wilson says they’re ex-
cited to have the full Broad-
way musical production 
of the show on their stage 
again, as the show tours the 
United States and Canada, 
with a cast of top-shelf per-
formers.

Tickets have been selling 
well, especially with people 
buying them as Christmas 
gifts since the show appeals 
to young and old.

“It’s a really good feel-
good performance that’s 
really world class,” Wilson 
said.

The show includes all 
the familiar tunes like Go, 
Go, Go Joseph, Close Every 
Door, and Any Dream Will 
Do. And of course, Joseph 
will be adorned in his 
multi-coloured coat.

“It really just has that 
feel-good aura to it. It’s 
happy, it’s not traditional 
slow music. It’s fast, it’s up-
beat, it’s family and love,” 
Wilson said.

First premiered in 1970, 
the show has been per-
formed all over the world, 
and a film adaptation was 
made in 1999. Elton John 
acquired the film rights to 
produce an animated ver-
sion in 2014.

Webber and Rice origi-
nally created the musical 

for children 
to perform 
and has 
now 
been 
per-
formed 
by more 
than 
20,000 
schools 
and the-
atre groups, 
according 
to Webber’s 
media group, 
Really Useful 
Group.

“I hope people 
experience this 
show with family 
or loved ones or that 
they have a really good 
experience of performance 
and live arts and that Cen-
tre in the Square is a venue 
that people can come to 
and make memories,” Wil-
son said.

“We’re really excited to 
have it and it’s great to have 
it back after eight years and 
we hope people come out 
and celebrate the story of 
Joseph.”

Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dream-
coat hits the stage at the 
Centre In The Square 
for one night only on 
Jan. 6 at 8 p.m. Tickets 
range from $50-$85 and 
are available by calling 
519-578-1570 or online 
at www.centrein-
thesquare.com.

The Centre In The Square presents 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat for one night only 
next month, the show’s first 
appearance there in eight years. 
[SUBMITTED]

 MUSICAL THEATRE

A multicoloured 
tale of biblical 
proportions
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat returns 
to the Centre In The Square for Jan. 6 performance

Egypt, while his brothers 
suffer through the famine. 
They eventually come face 
to face with Joseph again, 
showing a new state of self-
lessness.

You’ll have to see the 
show to find out what be-
comes of Joseph and his 
11 brothers, but you can be 
sure there’s a happy end-
ing in this family friendly 
musical.

Wilson says they’re ex-
cited to have the full Broad-
way musical production 
of the show on their stage 
again, as the show tours the 
United States and Canada, 
with a cast of top-shelf per-
formers.

Tickets have been selling 
well, especially with people 
buying them as Christmas 
gifts since the show appeals 
to young and old.

“It’s a really good feel-
good performance that’s 
really world class,” Wilson 
said.

The show includes all 
the familiar tunes like Go, 
Go, Go Joseph, Close Every 
Door, and Any Dream Will 
Do. And of course, Joseph 
will be adorned in his 
multi-coloured coat.

“It really just has that 
feel-good aura to it. It’s 
happy, it’s not traditional 
slow music. It’s fast, it’s up-
beat, it’s family and love,” 
Wilson said.

First premiered in 1970, 
the show has been per-
formed all over the world, 
and a film adaptation was 
made in 1999. Elton John 
acquired the film rights to 
produce an animated ver-
sion in 2014.

Webber and Rice origi-
nally created the musical 

for children 
to perform 
and has 
now 
been 
per-
formed 
by more 
than 
20,000 
schools 
and the-
atre groups, 
according 
to Webber’s 
media group, 
Really Useful 
Group.

“I hope people 
experience this 
show with family 
or loved ones or that 
they have a really good 
experience of performance 
and live arts and that Cen-
tre in the Square is a venue 
that people can come to 
and make memories,” Wil-
son said.

“We’re really excited to 
have it and it’s great to have 
it back after eight years and 
we hope people come out 
and celebrate the story of 
Joseph.”

Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dream-
coat hits the stage at the 
Centre In The Square 
for one night only on 
Jan. 6 at 8 p.m. Tickets 
range from $50-$85 and 
are available by calling 
519-578-1570 or online 
at www.centrein-
thesquare.com.

The Centre In The Square presents 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat for one night only Dreamcoat for one night only Dreamcoat
next month, the show’s first 
appearance there in eight years. 
[SUBMITTED]
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Monday, January 11, 2016

Full colour photo of your 
little one published in the  
January 14, 2016 edition.

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2015

BOOK EARLY!
Email photos & caption information to: 

ads@woolwichobserver.com
Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  Town
Parents Names

+hst
$40

Deadline for submission

OFFICE CLOSED
FOR THE HOLIDAYS:

Dec. 24 - Jan. 4

Full colour photo of your 
little one published in the  
January 14, 2016 edition.

YEAR!YEAR!

+hst
$$40
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

AUCTION

AUCTIONEERS:
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

Of
Farm, tractors, industrial, tractor trailers, 
coin banks, older toys, and related items, 

to be held at the K.W. Khaki
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 

of Wellesley, for the Donald MacDonald 
Estate, Hickson & additions, on

TOY AUCTION

SATURDAY, JAN., 9TH @ 10:00 A.M.

AN INTERESTING COLLECTION of 
over 500 lots!! Numerous older toys, also 
“new in box” tractors. Local tractor trailers, 
industrial pieces, selection of literature, 
memorabilia, something for everyone! 
See www.auctionsfind.com/gerber for 
complete catalogued list and photos. 
Terms – Cash, debit or cheque with I.D. 10% 
buyer’s premium.

HELP WANTED

CEDAR VALLEY DESIGN is 
looking for full time help in 
our wood trim and moulding 
shop. Work involves operat-
ing rip saw, moulder, fork 
lift and or machine set up 
and sharpening equipment. 
Call 519-669-0122, West 
Montrose.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treatment 
of specific health conditions 
or wellness maintenance. 
KEVIN BARTLEY, Professional 
Bowenwork Practitioner, 
Clock Tower Wellness Centre, 
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
519-669-0112. Every Body is 
Better with Bowen!

FOR SALE

TIRED OF PAYING the high 
cost of cable or satellite TV? If 
you have an internet connec-
tion you can get FREE TV. Call 
or text 226-336-2010. www.
cutthecordtoday.ca

WANTED - SOMEONE to tear 
old house and barn down for 
materials. In Petersburg/Kitch-
ener area. Call 519-745-2270.

AUCTIONS

ANTIQUE AUCTION SALE Of 
Primitives, pottery, furniture, 
textiles, folk art, stamp col-
lection & other interesting 
items, to be held at the K.W. 
Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 
2 miles south of Wellesley, for 
The Susan Williams Estate and 
additions, on Saturday, January 
2nd @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

AUCTIONS

TOY AUCTION OF Farm, trac-
tors, industrial, tractor trail-
ers, coin banks, older toys, 
and related items, to be held 
at the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley, for the Donald 
MacDonald Estate, Hickson 
& additions, on Saturday, 
January 9th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451.

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, 
collectibles, household 
goods and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at the K.W. 
Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 
2 miles south of Wellesley, 
for Wayne & The Late Lor-
raine Roth, New Hamburg 
and additions, on Saturday, 
January 16th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451. 

FARM 
SERVICES

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice salt 
comes in 20 & 40kg’s, Ice 
melt comes in 20kg bags. 
Call George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

WANTED - SOMEONE to tear 
old house and barn down 
for materials. In Petersburg/
Kitchener area. Call 519-745-
2270.

COMM/
INDUSTRIAL 
FOR RENT

SPACE FOR LEASE. 854 sq. 
ft available in Downtown 
Elmira. Park Street East. 
Former dental office - ideal 
for medial related business 
or office space. Some parking 
& basement storage avail-
able. $725 Per Month. Call 
Brad, R. W. Thur Real Estate 
Ltd at 519-669-2772 for more 
information. MLS.

COMING 
EVENTS

ELMIRA THEATRE CO. AUDI-
TIONS - Jan. 4, 6 @7:00 p.m. 
Sleepy Hollow the Musical, 
Ages 10 to adult. 76 Howard 
Ave. Elmira. Details http://
www.elmiratheatre.com/
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PLACE AN AD IN 
OUR CLASSIFIED 
SECTION TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 
or Visit: 

www.observerxtra.com

WHAT’S CHRISTMAS WITHOUT AN APPROPRIATE SWEATER ... AND BEER?

Block Three Brewing in St. Jacobs held a holiday party on Dec. 18 to celebrate the release of a new brew, Face For Radio. The crew donned ugly Christmas sweaters and drank the afternoon away with customers and staff. The beer and party were 
rolled out to celebrate the end of 115 days without beer for local radio host Mike Farwell. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

100% 
LOCAL

FIND IT
IN THE OBSERVER
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IN MEMORIAM

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

FAMILY ALBUM

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

Your referrals are appreciated!

$269,900 Elmira starter home with recent updates offers 3 
bedrooms, renovated bathroom, rec room with fireplace and walk-up to side yard, 
kitchen/dinette with bay window, nice front porch, new garden shed and 
driveway. MLS. Call Bert to view.

FREE Market Evaluation
NEW

LISTING!

Those whom we love 
go out of sight,

But never out of mind. 
They are cherished in 

the hearts 
Of those they left behind. 

Loving and helpful in all his ways, 
Laughter heard in all 

his days.
Sincere and true in heart & mind 

So lucky to have had him,
He was so kind.

Time speeds on, two 
years have gone. 

We miss you everyday.
Loving you always,

Deby & family xo

It is with great pleasure that Royal LePage Wolle Realty 
Brokerage welcomes Bonnie Brubacher and Shanna Rozema 
to our Sales Team. Bonnie and Shanna have had a rewarding 
and successful career selling real estate. They are dedicated 
professionals using their combined 46+ years of knowledge, 

honesty and hardworking ethics to continue in providing 
past, present and future clients ultimate service.

To their past and future Buyers and Sellers, Bonnie & 
Shanna invite you to call them at their Elmira office 

location 519-669-3192. www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

  “Helping you Is What We Do!”
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Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

for Bonnie Brubacher & Shanna Rozema

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE FALL MARKET ANALYSIS!

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira   N3B 3L4

519-669-3192
www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER
Rozema

BROKER

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
ShannaShannaShannaShannaShanna

MUCH TO OFFER
$539,000 ELMIRA Many beautiful upgrades throughout, attractive professional 
landscaped property, covered back porch, shed, interlock walkways, inviting foyer, 
maple hardwood, wrought iron railing, fin basement, ensuite. MLS.

M-5 ZONING - ELMIRA VACANT LAND - $568,000 2.43 acre prime 
location in South end business park! MLS.

RURAL BUILDING LOT - DRAYTON - $98,500 1.06 acre parcel, single 
family dwelling permitted. MLS.

DRAYTON RIDGE EXECUTIVE TOWNS
BUILT BY PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES

162 RIDGEVIEW DR., 
DRAYTON (model home)  

Priced from $322,900* Gorgeous 1424 sq.ft Bungalows 
with 9’ ceilings, open concept, hardwood & ceramic floors.

$356,900* End unit Bungalow loft offers 1977 sq.ft, vaulted 
ceilings, open concept, hardwood & ceramic. 
*Builder bonus for upgrades, call for details. EXCLUSIVE.

Warm Wishes for a Memorable 2016!

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS - FROM DEC. 24TH EDITION 
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ADVERTISE IT 
IN CANADA’S 

BEST COMMUNITY 
NEWSPAPER
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BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
967 St. David Street, North

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

 M-W: 8-6, T-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art 
Sharpening MachineSharpening Machine

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.

Call someone you 
can trust.

Call Cindy.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104
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SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

Snow Clearing & Removal Snow Clearing & Removal | | 

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Lawn MainLawn Mainttenance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

enance Programs  enance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  Spring Clean-up  Spring Clean-up  Lawn MainLawn MainLawn MainLawn Mainttenance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

OUTDOOR SERVICES

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca
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Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St .  E. ,  E lmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Se

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Sunday School 9:45am
Worship Service 11:00am

Hopping Thursdays
7-8:30pm

www.elmiracommunity.org
18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Faith-Filled, Big-Thinking
Sunday, January 3rd

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, January 3rd
9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

“Looking Ahead”

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Vision for 
the Future

Sunday, January 3rd

10:30 am

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy  58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Epiphany 
Sunday

elmiraemmanuel.com 

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

The Book of Revelation
verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter

CALVARY CHAPEL

500 Northfield Dr. West, Waterloo  •  226-234-8384

Sunday Service 6:00 pm
meets at All Saints 
Anglican Church

SUBMIT AN EVENT

The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t 
local community events that are off ered free to 
the public. Placement is not guaranteed. 

Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and the like do not qualify in this section.

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE 
TO EASILY SUBMIT YOUR EVENT:
observerxtra.com/events-calendar/submit-calendar-in-print/

JANUARY 10

HUNGRYMAN’S BREAKFAST HOSTED BY the Elmira 
Sugar Kings. Elmira Legion, 11 First St. E., Elmira. 8:30 
a.m. - 1 p.m. Adults $6; 6-10 yrs $3; 5 & under free. 
All you can eat.

 JANUARY 13

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.). Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville 
Rd., St. Jacobs. Cost: $11. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noonday meal, 
fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for 
more information. 

JANUARY 14

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon. Breslau Community 
Centre, 100 Andover Dr., Breslau. Cost: $6. Join us for a 
noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call Community 
Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-
1900 for more information. 

JANUARY 20 

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open at 11:30 
a.m.). Wellesley Community Centre, 1000 Maple Leaf 
St., Wellesley. Cost $6. Join us for a noonday light 
lunch and fellowship. Call Community Care Concepts 
at 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 for more 
information. 

JANUARY 25

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open at 11:30 
a.m.). Woolwich Memorial Centre, 24 Snyder Ave. 
S., Elmira (community room). Cost $6. Join us for a 
noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call Community 
Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 for more information.

JANUARY 27

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB (DOORS open at 11:30 a.m.). 
Wellesley Community Centre, 1000 Maple Leaf St., 
Wellesley. Cost $6. Join us for a noonday light lunch 
and fellowship. Call Community Care Concepts at 
519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 for more 
information. 
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ACROSS
1. French vineyard
4. Render unnecessary
11. Recurring theme
16. That ship
17. Trout variety
18. Sheeplike
19. Pesticide
21. Gin ____
22. Cajole
23. Big deal
24. Sea mollusk
25. Flow out
29. Qualifications
31. Imagine
34. Singer DiFranco
35. “The Matrix” hero
36. “___ Maria”
37. Romanian coin
38. Creator of strange worlds
41. Ground level
44. “___ calls?”
45. Taro
46. Go off script
48. Church part
52. Undertake, with “out”

55. Agencies
58. Feigning
62. Battering device
63. Pickpocket, in slang
64. Black gold
65. Director’s cry
66. Development of an 
organism
68. All you can eat
70. Brash
71. Made bold
72. Pea’s place
73. Take off
77. Type machines, for short
78. Goodness
82. Computer acronym
83. Great lake
84. Haul
85. Taxonomic group
86. Using no fluid
87. Bankrupt
DOWN
1. À la mode
2. Nevada city
3. ___ Major
4. Mythical monster

5. Dracula, at times
6. Cardinal number
7. As a precaution
8. Bear
9. ___ list
10. Ram’s mate
11. Herrnhuter
12. Fertilization site
13. Kettledrum
14. Cons
15. Effeminate
20. Prez, e.g.
24. Cupid’s boss
26. Experienced
27. Feudal estate
28. Throat dangler
29. Jail, slangily
30. Boozehound
31. ___ noir
32. “Ars amatoria” poet
33. Doofus
38. Sound effect artist
39. Seed cover
40. Harmony
42. “Eh”
43. “What are the ___?”

47. European capital
49. Flunky
50. Style
51. Catch sight of
53. Congregation
54. Aligned
56. Box office take
57. Crazily
58. Clod chopper
59. Source of schmaltz?
60. Adaptability
61. “___ magic!”
66. “My!”
67. Sudden shift, in sailing
69. Barbecue
70. Fable
72. ___ Station
74. Penny, perhaps
75. Clickable image
76. Bawdy
77. Drink from a dish
78. ___ constrictor
79. Away
80. “Rocky ___”
81. Atlantic catch

Elephant tusks can be considered the most versatile all-purpose tool

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. What if somebody 
set out to design a better, 
safer helmet for football 
players? What if that 
somebody were cogni-
tive psychologist and 
chief technology offi  cer 
Tony McCaff rey of Inno-
vation Accelerator?
A. What’s new in the 
world of invention is using 
computers to automate the 
process, says Paul Marks in 
“New Scientist” magazine. 
Here humans are following 
the “evolutionary algo-
rithm” of the natural world–
no more hit-or-miss or 
blind luck but more orderly 
and intelligent outcomes.

Innovation Accelera-
tor’s approach is to utilize 
software that lets the user 
describe a problem in hu-
man language “to help 
inventors notice easily 
missed features that, if 
addressed, could lead to 
a novel invention.” Using 
revealing phrases, it then 
searches the US Patent and 
Trademark Office database 
for inventions that solve 
similar problems in other 
domains. 

For example, McCaffrey 
wanted to reduce concus-
sions among American 
football players, so the soft-
ware “exploded” the search 
for ways “to reduce energy, 
absorb energy, exchange 
forces, lessen momentum, 
oppose force, alter direc-
tion and repel energy.” 
Focusing on this last idea 

led the firm to invent a hel-
met that contained strong 
magnets to repel other 
players’ helmets, lessening 
the impact of head clashes. 
Though a patent based on 
this concept had been reg-
istered a few weeks earlier, 
the principle was proved.
Q. If there ever were 
an all-purpose tool 
out in the wild, it’s an 
elephant’s tusks. Can 
you identify some of its 
many uses?
A. Tusks are teeth, spe-
cialized rootless incisors 
embedded in a cranial 
socket with a hard outer 
husk protecting the inner 
soft pulp and nerves, says 
Dale Peterson in his book 
“Elephant Refl ections.” As 
defensive weapons, they’re 
eff ective against predators; 
as aggressive weapons, 

they “have proven indis-
pensable in the fi erce com-
petition among elephant 
males for access to fertile 
females.” This “tool” can 
also be used for digging up 
underground water and 
edible tubers, as chisels to 
pry bark away from a tree, 
as crowbars to snap off  
branches or manipulate 
large objects. Interestingly, 
they’re also electrical non-
conductors, making them 
helpful in breaking down 
an electric fence. 

Like humans with a 
handedness preference, 
most elephants favor one 
tusk over the other. And 
“since tusks continuously 
grow (and show growth 
rings, like trees) they can 
also (again like trees) grow 
over and around damage.” 

The record weight for a 

male African elephant tusk 
was “more than 102 kilo-
grams (about 225 pounds), 
a single tooth heavier than 
most men, measuring 
some 3.26 meters (10.7 feet) 
long.”
Q. You’re no doubt fa-
miliar with the family of 
the fi ve basic taste senses 
– sweet, sour, salty, bitter 
and – the latest addition 
– savory, or umami. But 
have you heard about a 
possible sixth sibling, 
dubbed “oleogustus”?

A. Purdue University 
researchers C.A. Running 
et al. report in “Chemi-
cal Senses” that humans 
can also detect foods that 
are too oily or fatty, says 
Teresa Shipley Feldhau-
sen in “Science News” 
magazine. When some 50 
volunteers were asked to 

distinguish among 15 taste 
samples, most could sort 
out some fats from the 
other fi ve substances, even 
with plugged noses. For 
example, nearly two-thirds 
of tasters identifi ed linoleic 
acid found in vegetable 
and nut oils as distinctive, 
even when processed to 
give the same mouth feel 
as the others.

Though pure oleogus-
tus is unpleasant-tasting, 
when mixed with some of 
the other five tastes, it may 
end up in palate-pleasing 
products like doughnuts 
and potato chips. 

PACKED
& READY

observerxtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroad/

QUICK, EASY ONLINE SUBMISSION

Take us wherever your 
adventure takes you.

Send us a photo of you and 
your Observer and a short 
recap of your vacation!
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Give Your Loved One
 The GIFT of HEARING

Juliane Shantz, Doctor of Audiology at Ear and Hearing Clinic, is thrilled
to announce the winner of their Free gift of hearing giveaway!

Kitchener • 519-743-7000 | Elmira • 519-669-4425
Palmerston • 1-888-745-5550 | www.earandhearingclinic.com

Congratulations to
LUCAS HARRISON

Call us today for a comprehensive evalutation. “Hear the sounds of life”

78% of hearing 
aid users enjoy 
shared activities 
with friends more 
since they have 
been using a 
hearing aid.

Juliane Shantz presents Lucas Harrison a cheque for $4,500 for a 
pair of hearing aids.

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

97¢      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

15 YEAR WARRANTY

IN STOCK
canadian

made

HEAVY BERBER 
CARPET

$137      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

15 YEAR WARRANTY

IN STOCK
canadian

made

FRIEZE
CARPET

$57      PER SQ FT

REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199

12’ X 12’

IN STOCK
canadian

made

CARPET
REMNANTS

plus
no 

tax!
plus
no 

tax!
plus
no 

tax!

$267      PER SQ FT

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

HARDWOOD - HOT BUY!

IN STOCK
canadian

made

SOLID CHERRY  
/HARD MAPLE

$297      PER SQ FT

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

CLICK ENGINEERED

IN STOCK
canadian

made

MAPLE
HARDWOOD

$337      PER SQ FT

REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

CLICK ENGINEERED

IN STOCK
canadian

made

HICKORY
HARDWOOD

77¢      PER SQ FT

REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

16” X 16”

IN STOCK

PORCELAIN 
TILE

97¢      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

4” X 8”

IN STOCK

SHOWER 
WALL TILE

$497      PER SQ FT

REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

2 COLOURS

IN STOCK

ALL-GLASS 
BACKSPLASH

97¢      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

VINYL 
PLANKS

$147      PER SQ FT

REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

LUXURIOUS!

IN STOCK

CLICK VINYL
PLANKS

$57       EACH

REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199REG 199

OVER 1000 IN STOCK!

5x8 FROM

HUGE SELECTION
AREA RUGS!

97¢      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

WALNUT OR OAK

IN STOCK

CLICK 
LAMINATE

$137      PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

AC4 COMMERCIAL

IN STOCK

KRONOSWISS 
LAMINATE

$147      PER SQ FT

REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

HANDSCRAPED 
LAMINATE

hot 
deal!

3/4”
thick

3/4”
thick

2
stains

hot 
deal!

12.3
mm 

thick!

- 3 DAYS ONLY! -
 SAT JAN 2 9-6 SUN JAN 3 11-5 MON JAN 4 9-9

2016
NEW YEAR

LOWER
PRICES=

PUTTERING AROUND AT CHRISTMASTIME

The staff at Max’s Golf Centre in St. Jacobs held a free holiday party 
for kids around the neighbourhood, offering face-painting by Bre 

Cram, pictured drawing a reindeer on Samuel, 6. William Snedder, 4, 
nearly gets a hole in one on the indoor mini golf course at the indoor 

golfing facility. Money raised in the weeks prior to the party went towards 
Big Brothers Big Sisters. Organizers say they want to make the party an 

annual event.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]


