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CONQUER WINTER FROM

$26,478*

$2,973 DOWN* | 0.9% LEASE RATE*

LEASE PAYMENT  
FOR 39 MONTHS*

$265
LIMITED TIME AUTOSHOW OFFERS ON NOW 

GET THERE IN A SUBARU THIS WINTER, EVEN WHEN OTHERS CAN’T.

2014

26 Manitou Drive, Kitchener, ON | Tel: (519) 894-2050 | www.geminimotors.com

Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) (www.iihs.org). To qualify for 2014 TOP SAFETY PICK, a vehicle must earn good ratings in the moderate overlap front, side, roof strength and head restraint tests, plus a good or acceptable 
rating in the small overlap front test. *MSRP of $24,495 on 2014 XV Crosstrek (EX1 TP). Lease rate of 0.9% for 39 months. Monthly payment is $265 with $2,973 down payment. Option to purchase at end of lease is $13,711 with $3,659 due on signing. 1% 
AutoShow rate break is included with all advertised lease payments. Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus charges for Freight/PDI ($1,650), Air Tax ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($29.20), OMVIC Fee ($5), Dealer Admin ($199). Freight/PDI charge includes a 
full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown: 2014 XV Crosstrek Limited Package (EX1 LP) with an MSRP of $28,995. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Offers applicable on 
approved credit at participating dealers only. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km per year, with excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and finance rates and terms 
available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Offers available until February 28, 2014. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details.

sCott BarBerNowak opposes 
proposed cuts to 
ambulance service
Changes would make response times 
slower still, put Wellesley residents 
at greater risk, says township mayor

His township already 
dealing with the longest 
ambulance response times 
in the Region of Water-
loo, Wellesley Mayor Joe 
Nowak is concerned plans 
to swap out a rural emer-
gency response unit for a 
region-wide ambulance 
could exacerbate the prob-
lem. 

The proposal, part of the 
2015 regional budget, calls 

for the conversion 
of one of the three 
existing rural 
response (RERU) 
units to a 12-
hour ambulance. 
Nowak sees cause 
for concern.

“In the initial 
staff report, they 
said that this has 
the potential to negatively 
impact the response times 
in some of the rural munic-
ipalities,” he said. “Their 
thinking is, they want to 

cuts | 27

fire in meat-proCessinG trailer sends teen to Hospital

A portable trailer used for cooking meat burst into flames on 4198 Arthur St. N., just north of Elmira on Feb. 17. Four people were in it at the time and a 15-year-old boy was airlifted to a Hamilton hospital with serious injuries. Damage was estimated at $30,000. The cause of fire is still 
under investigation. [Whitney neilson / the observer]

put an ambulance 
in there because 
the ambulance 
actually has the 
capability to carry 
a patient whereas 
the paramedic 
units don’t have 
that. If I under-
stand it correctly, 
the plan is to have 

the ambulance situated in 
the new building in Phil-
lipsburg and I think you 
have to understand that 
the ambulances are fluid, 

and are constantly on the 
move, whenever they are 
needed. So it’s quite con-
ceivable that particular 
ambulance could get called 
to Stratford or Kitchener 
or anywhere really; when 
that inevitably happens, 
that means that there will 
be no coverage in Wellesley 
Township at that time. And 
that’s a huge concern.”

Region staff argue the 
change will help reduce 

Joe Nowak
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Natural
medicines are
not altering

the chemistry
of our body
and cause
virtually no

side effects.

Try your local health food stores first. If they don’t have it and don’t
want to order it for you, order on our website or call us with Visa
or Mastercard. Also available in many pharmacies.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.ca

100% Truthful testimonials with full name and towns.  Real people you can call, if you want more
reassurance. More testimonials on the Bell website. No money is paid for testimonials.To ensure

this product is right for you, always read label and follow the instructions.

See videos: On Bell website and YouTube

Men Bell Prostate Ezee Flow Tea
Men have relief in 3-5 days from dribbling, burning and rushing to
the toilet. Relaxes blood flow for better erections. Helps also with
male incontinence. Works in virtually every case. If you are
considering surgery, try this tea first. Hundreds of delighted men
testifying on our web site:æHad to get up every hour at night.
Now I get up once a night.  Joseph Whittaker, Sewell, NJ æ I
cancelled my prostate surgery. Get up once a night.  I'm so
happy not to have to face the torment of a prostate operation and
possible incontinence and impotence.  Albert E. Blain, 74,
Schumacher, ON æEven after TURP prostate surgery and
microwave therapy had to get up many times.  Now down to 1-2 times.
Tea is 100% better than drugs.  Robert G. Stocker, Eustasis, FL
æAfter 1st year drinking tea my PSA went down to 4.5; after 2nd
year to 2.9; after 3rd year to 2.3.  I highly recommend the tea. A real
life saver.  Thomas M. Thurston, Forsyth, GA. Women Ask for #4b
Bladder Control Tea for Women. It seems so unbelievable, most
women don't know there is a delicious tasting herbal tea available in
all health food stores that stops incontinence, bladder infections, UTis within days and women keep on wearing
costly pads and diapers. Try the tea. It is guaranteed. Go shopping and travelling again worry free. We have
helped tens of thousands of women.

#4a NPN 80051642

Frequent 
BATHROOM TRIPS?

EroxilTM  helps most men to perform like in their 20’s.
Evidence of a few hundred testimonials on our web site with full
names and towns.  All 100% true: <Eroxil is the best of all
the supplements for men I’ve tried.  Boosts my sex drive and
I’m able to function anytime. Angus Gutke, 45, Calgary, AB
<Regained virility in 3 days. My libido was restored for
good sex.  I’ve given it also to friends with the same results.
One of them is a diabetic and overweight. Dr. Louis Rolland, 72,
St. Hyacinthe, QC <Having orgasms off the Richter
scale.  It’s like I’m a teenager again.  The world owes you big
time.  Lawrie Roberts, 47, Toronto, ON <Wonderful to feel
like a man again. It’s wonderful to feel close to my wife
again. God bless you! Charles E. Palen, 77, Burnaby, BC
<Women Yes! We have Erosyn#7 which works for women as
well as Eroxil for men to regain your libido, interest in love

making and ability to climax like in your honeymoon. It’s satisfaction guaranteed.

FOR MEN
GUARANTEED

#6 NPN 80051008

Happiness for couples is a satisfying sex life.

Works by cleaning blood from the
inside, instead of attacking skin
with creams or washes from the
outside and leaving actual cause
untreated.
Actual Results. <After 1
week my severe acne became
quite mild and after 2 weeks it had
completely vanished.  I suffered

for 5 stressful years of having acne and extremely dry, irritated skin.  Bell Help for Skin
Disorders“saved my life”.  My skin is now beautiful and you would never know I
suffered from acne and other skin problems for years. Zach Lustgarten, 18, Oshawa,
ON.   
RED NOSE/CHEEKS ROSACEA gone in less than a week.  Was fighting it for 30 years
with topical creams and prescriptions without getting satisfaction. I live a healthy life,
don’t smoke and don’t drink.  People thought a reddish face comes from drinking.  This

is a myth.  Will take it for the rest of my life when needed. Donald E. Gillespie, 56, Innisfil, ON. PSORIASIS<I had
severe psoriasis over 95% of my body.  Last 5 years I have stunned every doctor and dermatologist. I spent tons
of money on remedies.  After I got Bell Help for Skin Disorders, I’ve never seen anything work as fast in my life.
Within 2 days I saw my skin clearing up.  I’m speechless.  It was inexpensive compared with what I spent before.
Jessica Shantz, 25, Dawson Creek, BC    ECZEMA For 6 years my family doctor and dermatologist tried many
medications and creams.  After taking Bell Help for Skin Disorders for just a few days my eczema itching stopped and
my face started to clear up.  After suffering so long I am amazed with the results. Andy Yuen, 58, Vancouver, BC.  

ACNE
Eczema & Psoriasis 

Great Sex

University of Toronto professor states that 69% of adults have sleeping problems.  Bad
sleep reduces physical and creative energy all next day.  Almost all families are affected.
Sleep apnea may cause high blood pressure, strokes, heart attacks and irregular heart
beats. Can be very destructive in relationships. Hundreds of true testimonials on
the Bell website from people like you. 

Real people wrote: æI really didn’t snore or gasp for air anymore.  I sleep
through the night and feel rested and refreshed in the morning.  Mark Wilson, 40,
Hudson, NH. æSleep apnea capsules worked first night.  For 15 years I had
sleep apnea and my doctor made me buy a CPAP machine, which I could not use.
Finally Bell #23  helped the first night and every night thereafter.  Like a miracle.
Unbelievable.  Karen Braun, 67, Glace Bay, NS.æFor 20 years I was waking up
frequently gasping for air.  During the day I would start napping every time I would

sit down, because I was tired.  Since taking #23 sleeping 6 hours is heaven.  It made
a substantial change in my life.  Mary C. Myrick, 62, Jackson, MS. æIt is such a joy
not having to use the CPAP machine anymore. Wayne Burse, 63, Beamsville, ON.

#23 NPN 80027595

Snoring?

#60 NPN 80057652

<AVAILABLE IN ELMIRA 
Green Valley Health & Herbs 9A Church St E;
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Sleep apnea?
Trouble
falling
asleep?

Woolwich and Welles-
ley township families in 
need will have some new 
duds to keep them warm af-
ter Carla Muller from Baby 
Charlotte donated more 
than $7,000 worth of new 
clothing to the Woolwich 
Community Health Centre.

The clothes will be dis-
tributed in the townships 
through the Gesundheit Fur 
Kinder Program as well as 
the Rural Family Outreach 
Workers with Carizon Fami-
ly and Community Services.

Previously operated in 
Conestogo, Muller’s store is 
now located in Kitchener. 
But she’s still eager to give 
back to her rural community.

“It’s one of those things 
where the opportunity 
comes to you because you’re 

Clothing donation a boon to Woolwich Community Health Centre programs

such a small business,” 
Muller said. “You purchase 
items and if you don’t sell 
them in a year you bring 
them out next year and you 
don’t sell them. And you 
think to yourself ‘I’m not 
marking this down 75 per 
cent, I’m going to give this 

to charity.’ It’s excellent 
clothing, it’s just last season. 
We make room for some 
new stuff and what we’ve 
got goes to a good cause.”

The donated clothing 
ranges in size from three 
months up to eight years. 
They also had some men’s 

boots, a strange find for a 
shop that primarily sells 
clothing for children and 
pregnant ladies. Muller ex-
plains they ordered a ship-
ment of boots for toddlers, 
but they were accidentally 
sent in men’s sizes.

“It wasn’t like we had 

any set amount laid out, we 
just kind of looked at it and 
thought it’s a nice group-
ing of clothes,” Muller said. 
“There’ll be stuff that match-
es, siblings can have match-
ing outfits, it’s nice for them 
to have something new.”

She said they try to do 
something for charity every 
year, whether it be support-
ing a local hospital or do-
nating new shoes through 
her “Little Souls” campaign, 
where she gave 116 new 
pairs of children’s shoes to 
WCHS in 2011.

“We try to keep giving 
back to the community if 
we can wherever we can,” 
Muller said. “Since we 
moved to this new loca-
tion we found quite a bit of 
clothing that we just didn’t 
realize that we had such 
a surplus and we thought 

there’s got to be a way to 
make this go to good use. 
You can put it at half price 
and you’re pretty much giv-
ing it away anyway, so why 
not also do some good of it.  

They’re also gathering do-
nations for the outreach pro-
gram at the store. They’re 
encouraging customers to 
help by purchasing items to 
fill boxes for the program. 
Anything purchased as a 
donation to go in the box 
will be 40 per cent off.

Muller’s seven-year-old 
daughter Charlotte, whom 
the store is named after, 
was eager to help put to-
gether the donations.

“We donate to her school 
as well, just extra pairs of 
shoes. If a teacher notices a 
student’s shoes are in rough 

clothing | 4

Carla Muller of Baby Charlotte donated more than $7,000 worth of brand new clothing to the Woolwich Community Health Centre. From left, 
Lynda Kohler, Charlotte Muller, Shirley Redekop (Carizon), Carla Muller, Susan Martin (Carizon) and Anna Wall (WCHC). [submitted]

WHitney neilson
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OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 9am-4pm; Closed Sundays519-669-8282

Fast, Friendly & Professional Service

10 Church St. W., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST/OWNER

• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose 
   Monitor & Teaching 
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPER ATED
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Don’t plan on packing 
away the hats and mitts 
anytime soon. If this week 
has been any indication, 
we’re in it for the long run 
when it comes to frigid 
weather.

Environment Canada 
meteorologist Geoff Coul-
son says we can expect to 
feel this icy blast into mid-
March.

“We’ve heard that term 
polar vortex again,” Coul-

Polar vortex continues to haunt us as temperatures remain below seasonal
WHitney neilson son said. “It is somewhat 

responsible for our recent 
blast of very cold air. Nor-
mally this vortex is spin-
ning up toward the Arctic 
circle. It’s a fairly tight flow 
that keeps the coldest air 
up in the highest latitude  
but every once in a while 
the flow can weaken and 
allow some of that cold 
air to venture into further 
southern latitudes and 
that’s really what’s been 
happening.”

The Waterloo Region ex-

perienced record lows over 
the weekend, with readings 
at the airport in Breslau 
registering minus-34.1 on 
Monday. This may seem 
like business as usual for 
those further north in On-
tario, but this area should 
be seeing lows of around 
minus-11 overnight, and 
highs of minus-2 during 
the day at this time of year. 
And with the thermometer 
dropping down to minus-18 
this week, plus the wind 
chill, minus-2 sounds 

downright balmy.
“We’ve been getting 

some record breaking cold 
temperatures. I’m sure this 
is not news to anybody 
who’s tried to venture out 
over the Family Day week-
end or trying to start the 
car this morning,” Coulson 
said.

He said when he and oth-
er meteorologists gave their 
projections for this winter’s 
weather, nothing in the 
modules suggested such 
deep sub-zero tempera-

tures. He said they expect-
ed it might be a bit colder 
than normal, but certainly 
not in the minus-30 zone 
like we saw last weekend.

“[There are] big, big 
impacts not just in south-
western Ontario in terms of 
the cold and car batteries 
dying and things of that 
nature, but this cold out-
break has been influencing 
the weather through north-
eastern Ontario, through a 
good part of Quebec, south-
ward all  the way down into 

Florida, have been experi-
encing temperatures much 
colder than normal,” Coul-
son explained. “So it’s not 
only been a chilly brand of 
air in south-central Ontario 
but this particular airmass 
has been influencing the 
weather across a good part 
of eastern North America.”

And if we’re hoping he’s 
got good news about some 
relief, our hopes should be 
cast aside. While he expects 
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As the drop-dead date 
for the rural transfer sta-
tions grows near, three of 
the four township mayors 
are plotting ways to keep 
their facilities open. 

Sandy Shantz 
of Woolwich, 
Joe Nowak of 
Wellesley and 
North Dum-
fries Mayor Sue 
Foxton met last 
week to put to-
gether a motion 
on the matter 
to be presented 
at the region’s 
budget approval 
meeting March 4. 

Wilmot’s Lee Armstrong 
is the only rural mayor in 
favour of closing the sta-
tions.

“What I’m hoping to do 
is to convince the region to 
keep the (Elmira) transfer 
station open for at least one 
more year to give it a good 
chance to really look at 
the viability of it, probably 
with an increased cost,” 
Shantz said. “I am working 
with the mayors from the 
other townships and we’re 

Townships to 
push for transfer 
station reprieve
Woolwich, Wellesley and North 
Dumfries mayors plan to make 
another pitch to regional council

sCott BarBer going to put our heads to-
gether to see what we can 
come up with.”

Woolwich council, in par-
ticular, has been steadfast 
in its condemnation of the 
region’s plan to shutter the 
stations, having urged for 

the Elmira site 
to remain open 
past the sched-
uled closure 
date of March 31 
to keep alive the 
possibility of a 
deal with a pri-
vate operator.

But region 
waste man-
agement staff 
haven’t budged, 

arguing the cost – some 
$414,000 annually, with 
an additional $7 million 
expected over the next de-
cade in infrastructure im-
provements – is too oner-
ous considering curbside 
pickup is equal across the 
region, unlike in decades 
when door-to-door pickup 
lagged in rural communi-
ties. 

One problem is the rural 
stations, located in Elmira, 

Young readers across 
the region are once again 
being supported through 
the Strong Start reading 
program, boosted from 
a recent $4,750 donation 
from Josslin Insurance. 

Josslin supports John 
Mahood Public School in 
Elmira through its Let-
ters, Sounds, and Words 
programs, which involve 
games and activities that 
encourage reading compre-
hension in young children.

Strong Start executive 
director Machelle Denison 
said Josslin has supported 
the program since 2006. 
The organization began in 
2001 with just one school in 
Waterloo Region. This year 
its programs are in nearly 
200 schools across five 
school boards and three re-
gions. They plan to expand 
provincially.

“In 2013 we reached an 
organizational milestone 
of having helped 20,000 
children,” Denison said. 
“As far as Woolwich Town-
ship goes, approximately 
130 children are served a 
year in Woolwich. We’re in 
nine schools in Woolwich 
Township.”

The charity organiza-
tion is driven by its large 
volunteer base. They each 
get a manual and have four 
hours of training before 

Donation funds Strong Start reading 
program at John Mahood PS

WHitney neilson

John Mahood Public School students Branden Leis, Wyatt Switjers, Lauren Weber and Tejitu Lebold, participants in Strong Start’s Letters, Sounds 
and Words program, thanked Josslin Insurance for its support of the program at their school. From left, Josslin’s marketing co-ordinator 
Amanda Scheerer, partner and operations manager Scott Wagler and Strong Start executive director Machelle Denison.  [submitted]

going into the schools. 
The program is divided 
into four strands. The let-
ters strand helps children 
learn the names of the 
letters. The sounds strand 
focuses on learning the 
sounds each letter makes. 
The word strand teaches 
26 words to know by sight 
because they’re common, 
but not easily sounded 
out. And the building 
words strand is for learn-
ing sound blending so they 
can decode a word and 
change it by adding a let-

ter, like sand to hand.
“Some children simply 

need that one on one atten-
tion,” Denison said. “And 
the teacher in a classroom 
setting is notable because 
of the number of kids in 
a classroom, because of 
what’s required in the cur-
riculum and time allowed. 
What they see here is a car-
ing community volunteer 
can provide that one on 
one time that a teacher is 
just not able to give.”

 The children are as-
sessed at the beginning be-

fore they start on what they 
know and again at the end, 
and they measure the gain. 
The assessment results are 
posted on the Strong Start 
website.

She said Josslin’s sup-
port of the program is cru-
cial because despite many 
parents reading  every day 
to their children, some-
times they still struggle 
with the mechanics of 
reading.

“We’ve had a lot of feed-

Sandy Shantz



4 | NEWS THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, febRUARY 21, 2015

Please call 519-575-4400 x3151 to register or email: watercycle@regionofwaterloo.ca  
visit www.regionofwaterloo.ca/water

Sunday, March 22, 1 p.m., Cambridge Centre for the Arts, Toyota Room
Gardening from a Hammock talks about the gardens of 17 well-known gardening 
experts. The presentation will focus on the easy-care plant suggestions and plant 
combinations for low-maintenance gardening based on advice from these experts. 
Speaker: Dan Cooper 

Saturday, March 28, 10 a.m., RIM Park, Waterloo, Room 207/208
Hot Gardening Trends – “Frankie Flowers” is arguably Canada’s most popular and 
trusted gardening authority and weatherman. He is known for his ability to combine 
practical advice with humour, and loves to share his passion for everything 
gardening in the world. Frank will discuss the latest trends in gardening.
Speaker: Frank Ferragine 

Wednesday, April 1, 7:30 p.m., 99 Regina St., Waterloo, Room 508
Fun with Foliage. Tired of deadheading and timing your blooms for all-season 
colour? Learn what plant varieties add colour to your garden, spring through fall, 
with only their leaves! With these varieties, you can put away the garden shears 
and enjoy your hassle free, colourful garden, all season long. 
Speaker: Aileen Barclay 

Saturday, April 11, 10 a.m., Meadow Acres Garden Centre, Petersburg
Shade Gardening: There are so many beautiful options to grow in the shade. Ken 
will show us how to make any dark corner into the highlight of your garden. 
Speaker: Ken Brown 

Sunday, April 19, 1 p.m., Stanley Park Community Centre, Kitchener 
Plant It, They Will Come: Create a Wildlife Habitat in Your Backyard. Join garden 
columnist and photographer Theresa Forte for a lively and entertaining look at 
building your own wildlife habitat in your backyard. 
Speaker: Theresa Forte

Saturday, April 25, 10 a.m. St. Jacobs Country Gardens 
Tips and Tricks for a Water Wise Garden - Join David on a light-hearted and 
informative journey to the heart of water wise gardens. See magic and mystery 
while exploring the essential qualities discovered therein – inspiration, creativity, 
patience . . . and humour. 
Speaker: David Hobson

 FREE!  Register now.  First come, first served.  Space is limited. 

2015 Water Efficient
Gardening Seminars

7456 4th Line, Wallenstein, Ontario  • 519-669-2323
See our full line of  McCormick Tractors

The X50 T4i has been designed to offer the
highest level of reliability and performance

0%
FINANCING

back from the education 
committee as well as vol-
unteers about the develop-
ment and the change in 
a child’s confidence and 
their self esteem as they 

see themselves as success-
ful learners,” Denison said.

She continued, “Strong 
literacy skills are also a 
great tool for address-
ing poverty and think 
about breaking the cycle 

of poverty when we can 
equip children with strong 
literacy skills early in 
life. They stay engaged in 
school; they are successful 
in learning. It just propels 
itself.”

readinG: Off to a good start with reading
from | 3

shape, we’ll send some along 
and she always likes picking 
those out,” Muller said.

Muller opened the store 
after she got pregnant with 
Charlotte and found it diffi-

cult to find the products she 
wanted, items that were BPA 
free and with no phthalates 
for example, without paying 
an arm and a leg online.

“She was excited about 
it because she was there 

when we put it together,” 
Muller said. “She thought it 
was just awesome – ‘I have 
that skirt and I have those 
pants and there’s a bunch 
of kids who’ll have the same 
clothes as me.’”

ClotHinG: Donation the best use of clothing
from | 2

there to be some milder 
days here and there, the 
rest of the winter will be 
much of the same, and well 
into March.

“Unfortunately this par-
ticular pattern seems to be 
a fairly stubborn one.”

This weekend it’s ex-
pected to warm up a bit, 
with highs of minus-5 
and minus-7, and lows of 
minus-19 and minus-15, 
before heading back into a 
high of minus-15 and a low 
of minus-20 on Monday.

But there’s always a 

silver lining, even if it’s 
hard to feel it through the 
frostbite. Coulson says 
we’re not likely to get big 
snowstorms like we’ve seen 
happen on the East coast, 
thanks to the extreme cold 
temperatures suppressing 
the precipitation.

WeatHer: Temps to remain below seasonal
from | 3

Five employees of the 
Township of Wellesley are 
in line for significant pay 
raises this year, after coun-
cil voted to approve the 
recommendations outlined 
in a compensation review 
conducted by a private 
consulting firm.

Connie Van Andel of Bar-
con Consulting presented 
the results of the 2014 eq-
uity maintenance review at 
Tuesday evening’s commit-
tee meeting at the council 
chambers in Crosshill.

Using a rather arbitrary 
job grade scale system, the 
review called for pay hikes 
for the chief building of-
ficial, facilities coordinator, 

Review leads to staff pay raises in Wellesley
sCott BarBer building permits coordina-

tor, tax clerk (formerly one 
of three finance clerks) and 
the municipal clerk. 

While council eventually 
voted unanimously in fa-
vour of the motion, Ward 2 
Coun. Herb Neher needed 
some convincing.

“I noticed that three 
(later corrected, it is two) 
employees in the building 
department are getting 
bumped up, and on the 
whole I am wondering why 
that is?” he asked. “Is it a 
matter of shifting respon-
sibilities from one to the 
other? And so that increas-
es (this person’s workload), 
and it has a domino effect? 
I just find it strange that all 
of a sudden out of nowhere 

every one of these (build-
ing department employees) 
are being advanced to a 
new job grade when in 
2008 they were reviewed. 
Is it that significant of a dif-
ference now?”

Is there actually more 
work or responsibility 
now? Or were tasks simply 
shuffled around amongst 
employees, he wondered.

Van Andel countered, ex-
plaining that in 2008 when 
Rik Louwagie was hired as 
the CBO the official CBO 
designation was not a re-
quirement for the position, 
but now it is. 

She also suggested that 
the raise to the building 
permits coordinator was 
necessary because that 

staff member is handling 
much more technical du-
ties than at the time of the 
last compensation review.

“I suppose there is some 
reorganization (of tasks) 
but it also has to do with 
the volume of permits,” 
Van Andel said. “In 2008-
2009 I’m sure the township 
of Wellesley saw some de-
creases there as did many 
other municipalities as 
it was a time of recession 
and so we would have been 
evaluating those positions 
(back in 2008) when there 
was a slowdown in that 
particular department. … 
What we’re really looking 
at though is the increase 
in volume, but also the 
increase in responsibili-
ties and so we see that the 
building permits coordina-
tor is doing a very different 
job than what they were 
doing before. They con-
tinue to do their existing 
job of administration, but 

in addition to that they are 
also doing some technical 
plan examinations, so the 
skill and the mental effort 
and the problem solving 
associated is at a whole 
other level.”

Neher responded, ask-
ing if those responsibilities 
have been downloaded 
from the CBO’s position, 
why does the CBO position 
also need a raise?

Again, Van Andel men-

tioned the fact that the 
CBO had been made part 
of the township’s senior 
management team in the 
interim, warranting, in 
Barcon Consulting’s view, a 
bigger paycheque.

Not mentioned by 
councillors, but perhaps 
pertinent given the raises 
to building department 
employees, is the recent 
decision to hire Louwagie 
as the township’s new chief 
administrative officer, and 
to allow him to juggle his 
role as CBO alongside the 
CAO responsibilities for the 
position’s nine-month pro-
bation period. 

Initiated in 2008, these 
external reviews became 
an annual affair in 2013. 
Employees or management 
staff can make the case 
each year for additional 
compensation to Barcon, 
which subsequently sub-
mits their recommenda-
tions for council’s approval. 

Going along with yet another consultant’s report, council adds to administrative cost burden

Connie Van Andel of Barcon Consulting. 
[scott barber / the observer]
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the facility open more fre-
quently during spring and 
fall yard cleanup months 
when demand is at its peak. 

Currently, the stations 
are open every other Sat-
urday. 

Regional council voted 
to increase the minimum 
drop-off fees at the Cam-
bridge and Waterloo facili-
ties from $2 to $5 last week, 
while also raising the tip-

Harris pushes for 
open tendering

Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Michael 
Harris used the first day back at the 
Legislature this week to call for gov-
ernment’s recently announced labour 
review to include open tendering.

Harris wrote a letter to Minister of 
Labour Kevin Flynn, shortly before 
issuing a statement in the House 
today asking that the minister use the 
review opportunity to, “finally close 
the legislative loophole that allows a 
labour monopoly to command local 
infrastructure tendering.”

Harris’ call follows ongoing impacts 
from an Ontario Labour Board 
decision to deem Waterloo Region a 
“construction employer,” validating 
certification by the Carpenters Union 
and ensuring closed tendering for 
local infrastructure. The region 
challenged the ruling, but lost its 
action aginst a union certification bid 

after being declared a “construction 
employer” for fixing a toilet handle 
at an addiction centre and installing a 
sign at a bus station.

The decision essentially drives up 
costs, reduces flexibility and creates 
an additional burden to taxpayers in 
the region, with no benefits in return.

“Tendering restrictions across 
Ontario are wasting $283 million 
annually – and that number will 
only grow as government dithers,” 
said Harris. “Competition is being 
driven down, while the price for 
local infrastructure is being driven 
up – with a labour review being 
announced surely now is the time for 
action.”

Hahn to join BIA

Ward 1’s Scott Hahn will serve as 
council’s representative on the Elmira 
BIA (Business Improvement Area), 
having volunteered at last week’s 
meeting.

He’ll join BIA Board of Management 
members Christine Aberle, Chad Nich-
olls, Steve Pond and Tami Runstedler 
from the general BIA membership for 
the 2015-2018 term. All appointments 
were confirmed by councillors, who 
oversee the BIA, itself a committee of 
Woolwich council.

Wellesley building 
fees increase

Just as the chief building officer 
and building permits coordinator are 
due for raises, so too are the fees for 
building permits in the Township of 
Wellesley.  

Council voted unanimously on 
Tuesday evening to hike the rates by 
approximately two per cent across 
the board.

Building department operational 
costs are paid for directly by permit 
fee revenue, though municipalities 
are mandated by the province to 
restrict those fees to a level that does 

not exceed those costs.
With council’s decision to give 

substantial raises to two thirds of the 
department’s staff, this was a clearly 
the next domino to fall.

Building permit fees join develop-
ment charges and property taxes in 
the grouping of higher costs in the 
township for 2015.

Herrgott Rd. 
speed reduction

Wellesley council is calling on the 
region to decrease the speed limit on 
a 1,700 metre stretch of Herrgott Road 
from 80 kilometres an hour to 60.

The new zone would stretch from 
3434 Herrgott Rd. (Venla Trucking) 
through 3818 Herrgott Rd. (Hoover 
Sawmill), an expanse that includes 
the Countryside Christian School and a 
number of new developments of late.

The decision, made at Tuesday 
night’s committee meeting, comes 
after township staff circulated a letter 

to area businesses asking for input on 
the matter.

Seven respondents were unanimous 
in their support for lowering the limit.

Council on the other hand, was not, 
as Ward 4 Coun. Carl Smit was the lone 
member to reject the motion.

Now, it will be up to regional council 
to determine whether the change will 
be made. 

Seeking footage 
of Oktoberfest 
glockenspiel

Oktoberfest is a long way off, but 
organizers are hoping it’ll be top of 
mind for area residents who might 
have any video or film footage of the 
glockenspiel in action.

K-W Oktoberfest is having the 
device restored, and any coverage of 
the clock in action would be helpful 
to the company doing the work, says 
the organization.

It was Oct. 8, 1976 when Kitchener-
Waterloo Oktoberfest took delivery 
of the custom-made glockenspiel 
from Holland. The Glockenspiel 
featured a complex animatronic 
show stage that depicted Grimm’s 
Fairy Tale Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs. Seven animated dwarfs and 
the three main character figures 
moved about on three sliding stages 
accompanied by 23 bells playing the 
music of the story made popular by 
Walt Disney.

After 33 years of harsh Canadian 
winters and some occasional vandal-
ism, the device was dismantled 
and placed into storage in 2009. 
Restoration efforts got underway 
last fall. The first of 23 bells has been 
restored, and the remaining bells, 
animatronic figures and the actual 
glockenspiel housing have been sent 
off to be fully restored by the Verdin 
Bells and Clocks Factory in Cincinnati, 
Ohio with the goal of having the 
device ready for the 2015 festival.

poliCe Blotter
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7:30 am | A fence was cut to 
gain entry to a Bast Place self-storage 
facility. Two units were entered, but 
police have yet to determine what, if 
anything, was taken. 

10:32 am | Police received 
a report of an attempted break-in 
at a King Street, St. Jacobs address. 
No entry was gained, and nothing 
was taken.

f E b r u a r Y  1 1

10:16 am | A Kitch-
ener woman driving a Mazda 
northbound on Herrgott Road in St. 
Clements failed to stop for the stop 
sign at Lobsinger Line and collided 
with two vehicles on Lobsinger Line. 
The Mazda finally came to rest 
when it struck a building at the in-
tersection. The driver of the Mazda 

Buggy driver charged after two 
injured in collision with pickup truck
The driver of a horse-
drawn buggy was charged 
following a collision with 
a pickup truck about 8:30 
a.m. on February 15. 

Ontario Provincial Police 
officers responded to the 
scene at the intersection of 
Road 124 and Line 64, east 
of Milverton. The inves-
tigation revealed that the 
pickup truck and the buggy 
were travelling northbound 
on Road 124 at the intersec-
tion of Line 64 when the 
buggy driver made a left-
hand turn directly into the 
path of the pickup truck.  

The pickup truck driver 
veered to the left in an at-
tempt to avoid a collision 
but hit the left front corner 

of the buggy. The truck 
subsequently entered the 
ditch on the northwest 
corner of the intersec-
tion. The impact threw the 
19-year-old female driver of 
the buggy and the 16-year-
old male passenger from 
the buggy and onto the 
road. They were both trans-
ported to a local hospital 
with minor injuries. The 
horse was uninjured.  

The 34-year-old male 
driver and the 18-year-old 
male passenger of the truck 
did not sustain injuries.

The driver of the buggy 
was charged with ‘left turn 
– fail to afford reasonable 
opportunity to avoid colli-
sion.’

was taken to hospital with a leg 
injury. A second driver was taken to 
hospital with minor injuries and the 
last driver was taken to hospital as a 
precaution. The driver of the Mazda, 
a 24-year-old Kitchener woman, 
was charged with ‘careless driving.’

8:44 pm | Wellington County 
OPP officers responded to a tres-
passing complaint at an apartment 
in Harriston. Police were advised 
that two people in an apartment 
were not to be on the property. They 
were located and officers arrested 
a male and female for trespassing. 
Both were in possession of a small 
amount of suspected marijuana and 
were breaching conditions of their 
court orders. A 49-year-old Harris-
ton man and 38-year-old Wellington 
North Township woman face related 
drug and recognizance charges. 
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11:34 am | A Toyota driven by 
a 45-year-old Wellesley man was 
travelling westbound on Gerber 
Road in the Township of Wellesley. 
At approximately the same time, 
a KIA driven by a 40-year-old 
Cambridge woman was travelling 
eastbound on Gerber Road. The 
Toyota crossed over the center line 
and collided head-on into the KIA. 
Both drivers sustained injuries. The 
man was transported to a local 
hospital by ambulance and the 
female was airlifted to a London 
hospital. It is believed that weather 
conditions were a contributing 
factor. There are charges pending.
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6:00 am | Wellington County 
OPP received a report about a 

break-and-enter to an insecure 
work shop on Yatton Road in 
Mapleton Township. The entry 
occurred between February 15 at 11 
p.m. and February 16 at 6 a.m. Un-
known suspect(s) stole a cashbox 
with money inside. Anyone with 
information regarding this crime, 
please contact Wellington County 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS).

2:45 pm | Police responded to 
a single-vehicle collision on Hessen 
Strasse in Wellesley Township. A 
23-year-old Kitchener male lost 
control of the truck he was driving 
and left the roadway, striking a 
hydro pole. Hydro responded out 
to repair the pole and the road 
was closed for approximately three 
hours. The investigation is ongoing.
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Linwood, Ayr and Wilmot, 
don’t have weigh scales, 
which makes cost recovery 
very difficult, Region of 
Waterloo waste manage-
ment director Jon Arse-
nault said.

“Those facilities are 
meant for residential waste, 
not for business waste,” 
he said. “And because it 
is a piece rate and you 

charge by the load and it’s 
somewhat more subjective 
that way as opposed to the 
scales, the cost recovery is 
generally less at the rural 
transfer stations for the 
amount of weight. So we’ve 
identified that when 100 
kilograms comes in, the 
price, the fee charged on a 
vehicle is typically quite a 
bit less at the rural facilities 
than the Cambridge and 

Waterloo facilities because 
we don’t have the ability to 
scale.”

But that could be fixed, 
in part, by higher fees, 
Shantz said.

“I heard from a number 
of people while I was cam-
paigning say they would be 
willing to pay more to keep 
it open,” she said, noting 
regional staff’s comments 
last week that increasing 

the minimum tipping (or 
gate) fee from $2 to $10 
could cut the operating 
loss in half. “I have heard 
people say they would 
be willing to pay $10. So 
whether we decide to go 
with (in our motion) a fee 
of $5 or even $10 for the 
convenience, that is still to 
be determined.”

She also suggested the 
motion will look at keeping 

ping fees from $74 to $75 
per tonne. 

The decision takes ef-
fect July 1 and is expected 
to bring in an additional 
$12,500 in revenue –  a 
relatively small number 
because most people use 
the facilities to dump gar-
bage well in excess of the 
minimum weight level of 
roughly 75 kilograms, Arse-
nault said.

Waste: Townships not buying region’s arguments for closing the well-used transfer stations
from | 3
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Another dAy, Another exAmple of gov-
ernment corruption and contempt for democ-
racy and the citizenry.

At Queen’s Park, Kathleen Wynne continues to inflict mis-
ery on long-suffering Ontarians. The latest insult is scandal 
involving patronage and bribery in the Sudbury by-election, 
in which candidate Andrew Olivier was dropped in favour of 
federal NDP turncoat Glenn Thibeault. The Liberals won the 
by-election, but Olivier had recorded his conversations with 
Liberal staff members, including deputy chief of staff Patricia 
Sorbara, in which they appear to be offering him a job in re-
turn for stepping down from the candidacy.

On the defensive, but failing to show any embarrassment 
for the skullduggery and the untruth she was about to un-
loose, Wynne this week claimed Sorbara was acting for the 
party as a campaign director, not in her capacity as a govern-
ment worker when she propositioned Olivier. Such seman-
tics dissolve Wynne, complicit in the offers, and her govern-
ment of any wrongdoing ... she would have us believe.

She would also like the OPP to believe so, too, as the police 
investigate the goings-on in Sudbury. The Chief Electoral 
Officer is also skeptical, decreeing that the scheming was an 
“apparent contravention” of the Election Act.

Not, of course, that her government is a stranger to wrong-
doings and police investigations, as witnessed by the billion-
dollar gas plant rip-off and the cover-up that followed. And a 
long list of other corrupt acts.

In that capacity, she’s joined by Stephen Harper. He may 
not like meeting with Wynne, but he’s equally fond of corrup-
tion, wasting money and lying to cover up his government’s 
many misdeeds.

The latest hot-water bath involves Parliamentary mail-
outs, an area long fraught with abuse and partisanship. This 
time, 10 Conservative MPs have been found to have sent 
out flyers that did not comply with Commons rules for such 
mailers. It’s the same kind of thing that saw the NDP on the 
hook for $1.17 million in partisan mailings, though the Tories 
tried to distance themselves from that issue, from which they 
had been making much political hay.

The latest displays of incompetence and malfeasance 
join an ever-growing list. In Ottawa, we’re likely to hear 
more about the long-running  Senate scandal and Stephen 
Harper’s role in the cover-up. As with many of Harper’s slaps 
in the face of Canadians, we know when they’re being lied to, 
and any talk of accountability and fiscal responsibility is now 
as believable as a senator’s expense claims.

At the provincial level, critics have rightly pointed out the 
billions of dollars that have been wasted through friends-of-
the-party consultants, pandering to public sector unions, 
outright incompetence and, last but not least, attempts at 
vote-buying via the gas-plant fiasco. 

The mess that is eHealth and ORNGE already attacked 
the credibility of this government. The gas plants and subse-
quent attempts to hide the truth – the OPP search of the pre-
mier’s office centering on the deletion of emails setting the 
stage for the latest look into Liberal antics– should have been 
warning enough before the last election.

Wynne’s phony apologies and continued lying and sup-
port of grafting is an insult to Ontarians. As Harper should do 
with the growing evidence of corruption and ill-intent in the 
Conservative ranks, Wynne should call for an inquiry into 
the growing list of scandals (resignation being appropriate, 
but beyond the pale for two characters steeped in hubris and 
denial). In both cases, that would be the right thing to do, the 
accountable thing. But, again in both cases, neither Wynne 
nor Harper has any interest in the public knowing the truth.

Governance that’s 
an insult to us all 
is now the norm

the “Islamic State” 
franchise in Libya, 
which is emerging as the 
main winner in that coun-
try’s chaotic civil war, 
published a video on Sun-
day showing 21 Egyptian 
men in orange overalls 
being forced to the ground 
and beheaded. The video 
made it clear that they 
were being killed for being 
Christian, “people of the 
cross, followers of the hos-
tile Egyptian church.”

Within hours the Egyp-
tian air force responded 
with raids on IS camps and 
training sites in Derna, the 
group’s headquarters in 
eastern Libya. Announc-
ing the safe return of all 
the aircraft, the Egyptian 
military authorities de-
clared: “Let those far and 
near know that Egyptians 
have a shield that protects 
them.” But it didn’t really 
protect them, did it?

Okay, that’s not fair. 
Everybody knows that you 
can’t protect people once 
they fall into the hands of 
the jihadi head-choppers. 

Fighting terrorism an excuse for dictatorship in Egypt
An air force is a particular-
ly unsuitable tool for that 
job, nor can anyone stop 
unemployed Egyptian la-
bourers from seeking work 
even in war-torn Libya. 
Most of the victims came 
from a dirt-poor Christian 
village in Upper Egypt, 
and they had to feed their 
families somehow.

So the Islamic State 
fanatics murdered them 
because that is effective 
propaganda for a certain 
demographic where they 
are seeking recruits. Then 
the Egyptian air force 
flailed out aimlessly, and 
the public relations boys 
wrote the usual guff about 
the air force being a shield 
for the people. So far, so 
tediously normal – but the 
whole event also serves 
the narrative of the Egyp-
tian military regime.

We’re not supposed to 
call it a military regime. 
The military coup (with 
substantial popular sup-
port) that overthrew the 
elected president, Mo-
hamed Morsi, in July 2013 
was allegedly just a brief 
detour from democracy. 
But the commander of the 
armed forces, General Ab-
del Fattah al-Sisi, ended 
up as president, and the 

promised parliamentary 
elections have still not 
happened.

Why not? The main ex-
cuse Egyptians are offered 
is that the government is 
too busy fighting the huge 
terrorist threat Egypt fac-
es. And don’t mention that 
the terrorism is largely the 
regime’s own fault, or that 
the threat is not so big that 
normal political life must 
be suspended. People who 
say that have featured 
prominently among the 
40,000 who have been 
arrested since July 2013 
(16,000 are still in prison).

What happened in 
Egypt 20 months ago was 
a betrayal of the demo-
cratic revolution of Febru-
ary 2011, when peaceful 
demonstrators forced 
former general Hosni 
Mubarak out of the presi-
dency after 30 years in 
power. Few of the urban, 
relatively well educated 
revolutionaries on Tah-
rir Square supported the 
Muslim Brotherhood, but 
they should not have been 
surprised when it won the 
first free election.

Ninety per cent of Egyp-
tians are Muslims, and 
most of them are deeply 
conservative rural people. 

They remembered that the 
Muslim Brotherhood had 
been Egypt’s main op-
position party during the 
decades of dictatorship. 
They shared many of its 
values, and many of them 
had benefited from its so-
cial programs for the poor.

They reckoned the 
Brothers deserved the first 
go in power, and gave it 
their votes. More secular 
people were appalled 
when a Muslim Brother-
hood-dominated constitu-
ent assembly amended 
the constitution to give 
it a more religious slant, 
although the changes 
were not actually all that 
extreme. And they forgot 
that in a democracy, you 
can change the govern-
ment by voting it out. You 
just have to wait for the 
next election.

Victory in the first post-
revolution election was 
a poisoned apple for the 
Muslim Brotherhood. Ev-
ery day its behaviour in 
power was alienating more 
people. The economy was 
a wreck (and still is). But it 
was not making irrevers-
ible changes in Egypt, so 
the right strategy was to 

DYER | 8

Eager to funnel ever-more tax dollars into its pet project, the region looks to make cuts to actually useful services, no matter how much they’re wanted.
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Anti-vaccination movement feeds on distrust, ignorance and the blame game

Some deadly diseases 
we thought we’d put behind 
us are making a comeback. 
Measles cases are leading 
a charge that also includes 
pertussis (whooping cough) 
and meningitis. The reason? 
Parents who’ve chosen not to 
vaccinate their children.

The measles outbreak at 
Disneyland, the disease’s 
spread elsewhere and stories 
of naysayers – the so-called 
anti-vaxxers – have brought 
the story to the fore. 

We’re not immune here, as 
there’s cause for concern in 
the region. There have been 
a couple of notable Canadian 
angles, with professors at 
Queen’s University (Melody 
Torcolacci) and the Universi-
ty of British Columbia (Chris 
Shaw) coming under scru-
tiny for controversial stances 
on vaccination protocols. 

Outbreaks happen, but 
this one is very much tied to 
the anti-vaccination move-
ment, a troubling phenom-
enon for health care officials. 
The Pediatric Infectious Dis-
eases Society, for instance, 

is urging vaccination to halt 
the spread of the disease and 
to prevent future outbreaks.

Despite the fact that 
measles was officially eradi-
cated from the United States 
15 years ago, the country had 
644 measles cases in 2014, 
more than in any year since 
1994; 2015 is now on pace to 
well exceed that number.

Officials attribute the in-
crease in measles cases, in 
part, to the success of vacci-
nation itself, which has made 
many vaccine-preventable 
diseases so rare in the U.S. 
that younger generations 
do not grasp their severity. 
Instead, the focus now often 
centers on misinformation 
about vaccine safety.

The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control is bracing for 
a larger outbreak. It, too, is 
pushing for people to get 
vaccinated, estimating that 
vaccinations will prevent 
more than 21 million hos-
pitalizations and 732,000 
deaths among children born 
in the last 20 years.

In the case of measles, vac-
cination is the most impor-
tant preventative strategy, 
says the organization.

A vaccine has been avail-
able since 1963, but growing 
numbers of unvaccinated 

children have elevated the 
risk of an outbreak, as we’re 
seeing today.

The  recent anti-vaccina-
tion movement can be traced 
to a 1998 British medical 
journal study that claimed 
to establish a link between 
vaccinations and autism. 
The research by Andrew 
Wakefield, published in The 
Lancet, was later debunked 
and the article retracted by 
the publisher. Wakefield 
had been paid by lawyers 
attempting to prove the vac-
cine was unsafe: his research 
was deemed “utterly false” 
by The Lancet and he lost his 
medical license.

Still, that didn’t prevent a 
wave of misinformation and 
hysteria, led by ersatz celeb-
rities such as Jenny McCar-
thy, that persists today. 

The reaction is under-
standable. Parents want to 
blame something for their 
children’s medical problems, 
and blaming the vaccina-
tions they received is an easy 
out. Undoubtedly, some 
people react badly to vac-
cines; we’ve seen that with 
something as simple as the 
flu shot, though the impacts 
are on a smaller scale than 
the fallout from increased 
incidences of autism, for 

example.
And no movement would 

be complete without con-
spiracy theories, everything 
from the greed of pharma-
ceutical giants to govern-
ment efforts at controlling 
the public (for the conspiracy 
minded in the U.S. today, 
some of the blame has to fall 
on Obama, of course). While 
Big Pharma is certainly to 
blame for many global woes, 
this isn’t likely to be one of 
them. Likewise, libertarian 
opposition to being told 
what to do by governments, 
undoubtedly a large factor in 
the anti-vaccination move-
ment in parts of the U.S., 
takes things a bit too far with 
its stance on vaccinations.

Being opposed to vaccina-
tions is one thing, but many 
of those in the movement 
are putting their children’s 
health at risk by making the 
decisions for them. And it’s 
not just the unvaccinated at 
risk. The growing number of 
unvaccinated people threat-
ens what’s known as herd 
immunity, which is achieved 
when a sufficient proportion 
of a population is immune 
to a particular infectious 
disease. That’s how polio was 
defeated decades ago. 

Speaking of that vaccine, 

it was a much bigger deal 
when I was a kid. In elemen-
tary school, lining up for 
shots/scratches was some-
thing we just did. I don’t 
remember any objections. 
Complaints, yes, but no dis-
senters. That’s not to say the 
anti-vaxxers are a completely 
new phenomenon. There’s a 
long history of anti-vaccina-
tion movements, dating back 
to the first smallpox vaccines 
200 years ago.

Smallpox vaccination 
began in the early 1800s, 
following Edward Jenner’s 
discovery that he could pro-
tect a child from smallpox if 
he infected him or her with 
lymph from a cowpox blister. 
While effective, early vacci-
nation efforts were met with 
immediate public criticism 
for varied reasons, including 
sanitary concerns, scientific 
differences, religious argu-
ments and politicking (the 
latter two still at play in a 
host of issues, particularly to 
the south of us).

In more recent times, 
there have been controver-
sies with the diphtheria, 
tetanus and pertussis (DTP) 
vaccine. In the UK in the 
1970s, critics attempted to 
link the vaccine to some 
three dozen cases of neu-

rological problems. There 
was legal action taken – the 
lawyers always get involved 
– but there was never any 
link proven between the vac-
cine and the medical cases. 
Similar attempts in the U.S., 
though more muted, also led 
nowhere. 

Post-1998, we’ve heard 
from the anti-vaxxers and 
their stance against the 
measles, mumps and rubella 
(MMR) vaccine. As with DTP, 
studies have repeatedly 
shown no correlation be-
tween the vaccine and health 
issues such as autism, but 
that hasn’t slowed down the 
critics. That said, perhaps 
the latest outbreak will give 
more parents pause to think 
about the issue, doing their 
homework before opting out 
of the vaccination protocol. 
Dismissed in some quarters 
as simple childhood malady, 
measles can be deadly. The 
World Health Organization 
estimates that in 2013 there 
were 145,700 measles deaths 
globally – roughly 400 
deaths every day.

Distrust of governments 
and corporations is healthy. 
Gambling with your child’s 
well-being – and, by exten-
sion, the wider public’s – is 
not.

The Sugar Kings just clinched first place, how far will they go in playoffs?

“They’ll win the championship.” 

 » Turner Duldhardt

“I think they will win another round.”

 » Owen Patfeile

“They’ve got a great chance to go far.”

 » Philomon Bauerachs

“They could win it all this year.”

 » Ben Lipp

“All the way.”

 » Nate Lipp

“First, genuine belief in god does not occur because it is pragmatic to do so, as Dyer claims it is.” Tom Oberle | 8
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The MONITOR VeRBATIM ThIS WeeK IN hISTORY

NATIONAl VIeW Dyer: Terrorism a convenient 
distraction for the military
FROM | 6

 » Fraser Institute

wait it out, and then vote 
it out.

Instead, the naive and 
impatient revolutionaries 
made an alliance with the 
army to drive the elected 
government from power. 
Did they think that the 
army, despite 60 years 
of military dictators in 
Egypt, was a secret ally of 
democracy? So General 
Sisi accepted their support, 
took over the government 
in 2013, and put Morsi in 
jail. Shortly afterwards, he 
began putting the revolu-
tionaries in jail too.

But Sisi needs some 
excuse for destroying 
Egypt’s democratic revo-
lution, and the excuse is 
terrorism, the bigger the 
better. He declared the 
Muslim Brotherhood a 
terrorist organization, and 
when tens of thousands 
of non-violent supporters 
of the Brotherhood estab-
lished a protest camp in 

Rabaa Square in Cairo he 
cleared it by force, killing 
at least 627 people by the 
government’s own count.

Human Rights Watch 
has documented at least 
817 deaths, and suspects 
there were more than a 
thousand. It was, said an 
HRW report last August, 
a premeditated assault 
equal to or worse than 
the massacre of Chinese 
protesters on Tienanmen 
Square in Beijing in 1989. 
The purpose, as in 1989, 
was to cow the population 
into submission, and it is 
working in Egypt as well 
as it did in China.

But a bit of terrorism 
also helps to distract 
attention at home and 
abroad from what actually 
happened in Egypt. Even 
before the ghastly slaugh-
ter of innocent Egyptians 
in Libya on Sunday, the 
U.S. Congress had put 
military aid to Egypt back 
into this year’s budget 
proposal.

On average, government workers in Ontario, including federal, 
provincial, and local government workers, receive 11.5% higher wages 
than comparable workers in the private sector. In 2013, 77.3% of 
government workers in Ontario were covered by a registered pension 
plan compared to only 25.6% in the private sector. In 2013, 3.8% of 
those employed in the private sector experienced job loss in Ontario, 
compared to only 0.8% of those employed by government.

 » NDP Justice critic Jagmeet Singh says the government’s committee report into the 
billion-dollar gas plant scandal is more Liberal whitewash and a carefully orchestrated 
cover-up

“This scandal began because the Liberals tried to cover up a billion 
dollar scandal, and this report is an attempt to cover-up the 
cover-up. The Liberals wasted $1.1 billion to save a few Liberal seats 
in the 2011 election. They tried to hide it and they got caught 
red-handed.” 

 » From the Feb. 21, 2009 edition of The Observer

Woolwich and Wellesley townships each got stimulated this week 
courtesy of the Building Canada fund. Woolwich learned it will receive 
$1,756,000 from the federal and provincial governments to cover 
roadwork in the township, while Wellesley will get $664,534. 
Woolwich’s funds apply to a $2.6-million reconstruction of Arthur, 
Brubacher and Second streets. In Wellesley, the money applies to 
Steffler Road and Broadway Street in Hawkesville a $996,800 project.

YOuR viEw / lEttER

Dyer’s position on 
reasons for faith 
don’t hold up, as 
there’s more than 
pragmatism at play

To the Editor,
Gwynne dyer’s Febru-
ary 14 article provided a 
hypothesis to explain the 
interesting relationship 
between gender and belief 
in god. I would like to of-
fer a few points to clarify 
and correct some of Dyer’s 
ideas.

To begin, Dyer’s under-
standing of Pascal’s wager 
is not entirely accurate. 
Dyer states that Pascal’s 
wager proposed that “ we 
should live our lives as if 
god exists in order to es-
cape an eternity of torture 
in Hell. If he [God] turns 
out not to exist, we haven’t 
really lost all that much.” 
This was not the meaning 
of Pascal’s wager. Pascal 
did not propose the wa-

ger so that non-believers 
would accept god as a sort 
of fire insurance. Rather, 
the wager was meant to 
demonstrate the signifi-
cance of a belief, or lack 
of belief in a god. If the 
theist is wrong about god’s 
existence they lose noth-
ing in the end. However, if 
the atheist is wrong about 
god’s existence they lose 
everything, namely, eternal 
life in the presence of god.

Furthermore, depending 
on your concept of god and 
the religion you adhere to, 
paying lip service to god 
does not entail that one 
will be guaranteed salva-
tion. For the Abrahamic 
religions, salvation is not 
predicated on mere belief 
in god. The Christian be-
lieves that salvation occurs 
by accepting the gift of 
god’s grace and trusting in 
Jesus Christ alone through 
his death and resurrection. 
Adversely, the Muslim 
and the Jew believe that 
salvation must be earned 
through one’s good works. 

So, Pascal did not propose 
that a mere belief in any 
concept of god will guar-
antee one’s salvation. It 
would be incoherent to do 
so. 

Now, Dyer proposes that 
gender inequality is the 
explanation for why more 
women than men of the 
same age group have a be-
lief in god and an afterlife. 
Dyer argues that “if you 
have less control over the 
course of your own life, 
then belief in an all-pow-
erful god who is just, and 
will ultimately put all the 
injustices right, is a very at-
tractive proposition.” Thus, 
Dyer argues that women, 
more than men, turn to a 
belief in god to maintain 
some semblance of control 
and order in their life that 
has been taken away by 
men. But this makes little 
sense for several reasons.  
If gender inequality against 
women, be it discrimina-
tion, abuse, or economic 
disadvantage, leads to 
women feeling in less 

control of their lives, why 
would women instead opt 
for the idea of an all-power-
ful god, who is usually per-
sonified as a male figure, to 
be in control? The feminist 
criticism of patriarchy has 
often gone hand in hand 
with criticism of organized 
religion, which is a largely 
male-dominated institu-
tion. It seems unlikely that 
women who are disadvan-
taged and oppressed under 
the authority of men would 
prefer such a trade-off. I 
have two more things to 
say about this. 

First, genuine belief in 
god does not occur because 
it is pragmatic to do so, as 
Dyer claims it is. While a 
belief in god does provide 
emotional and social ben-
efits, there are greater rea-
sons to believe in a god. For 
those who are intellectually 
honest and genuine in their 
pursuit of truth, male or 
female, a belief in god oc-
curs as a result of a desire 
to know and understand 
the best possible explana-

tion for what we observe, 
namely, why anything at all 
exists, how the universe be-
gan to exist, the existence of 
moral values, the existence 
of mind, the explanation 
for why mathematics is so 
applicable to describing the 
natural world, the existence 
of evil and suffering, hu-
man nature, etc.

In contrast with Dyer’s 
comment that decisions re-
garding religious beliefs are 
“rarely made on an entirely 
rational basis,” putting 
one’s faith in the evidence 
for god’s existence pro-
vides one with a coherent 
framework by which to un-
derstand ourselves and the 
world in which we live. For 
the intellectually honest, 
positing god’s existence is 
not only rational but meta-
physically necessary.  
Second, Dyer contradicts 
his hypothesis without 
realizing it. If gender 
inequality is the causal 
variable explaining the dif-
ference in religious belief 
between men and women, 

then we should expect to 
see this difference in belief 
in all patriarchal, unequal 
societies. However, Dyer 
points out that almost 
the entire population of 
Turkey believes in the exis-
tence of god, and yet there 
is no difference of belief 
among men and women. 
Turkey is ranked 120 out of 
136 on the World Economic 
Forum’s Global Gender Gap 
Report in 2013. Turkey has 
a profound gender gap and 
yet we do not see a differ-
ence in belief between men 
and women, as we should 
according to Dyer’s argu-
ment. Furthermore, in his-
tory there have been many 
patriarchal societies where 
virtually the entire popu-
lation has believed in the 
existence of god(s). Gender 
inequality can, therefore, 
not be the causal variable 
since we still see many so-
cieties with a large gender 
gap where the difference in 
belief is not present.

Tom oberle | ELmIRA
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String of wins see Sugar Kings 
peaking at the right time
Elmira squad clinches first in Midwestern Conference, wraps up regular season this weekend

scott barber

Galea | 11

olympics | 12

Local figure skaters shine at Special Olympics Winter Games
whitney neilson

oPen
coUntry

In praise of 
warmth, 
especially 
this winter

Every now and then 
I get the feeling that we 
outdoorsy types give the 
general (read sane) public 
the wrong impression.

For example, just because 
I hunt, snowshoe and fish 
in the wintertime and late 
fall outside of shelters and 
sometimes sit for turkey 
in the snow in the early 
season (that happened on 
our local opener last year), 
people have the idea that 
I actually enjoy shivering 
and turning blue. 

They think that I em-
brace the cold. 

Believe me, nothing 
could be further from 
the truth. 

I do not embrace 
cold. Cold embraces me. 

And often in inappropri-
ate places.

Because of this, I and 
every other Canadian out-
doorsman and woman, 
has a heightened apprecia-
tion of warmth. In the few 
instances, when we can 
actually enjoy it, no one is 
happier.

And that explains why 
I was humming a happy 
tune and hugging my pil-
lows and blankets last 
night after spending an 
entire day outside in mi-
nus-26 degree tempera-

not so Great 
outdoorsman / 

steVe Galea

After winning three 
games in four days over 
the Family Day weekend, 
the Elmira Sugar Kings 
look to be in top form at 
just the right time.

“Over the past few weeks 
we have had some tough 
back-to-backs and the guys 
have played very well,” said 
Keith Stewart, the club’s 
director of hockey opera-
tions. “We really like our 
group and are confident 
heading into the playoffs.”

There’s just one game 
remaining on the regular 
season schedule, and with 
their 4-3 victory over the 
Kitchener Dutchmen Feb-
ruary 15 at the WMC, the 
squad clinched first place 
in the Greater Ontario 
Hockey League’s Midwest-
ern Conference. 

Taking top spot was a big 
deal for the group, Stewart 
said. 

“Finishing in first was 
our goal from the start 
of the year. It brings the 
scheduling advantage of 
having the extra home 
game in each series, and 
that really helps. Our fans 
have been fantastic, they 
really get our guys going.”

That game against Kitch-
ener was a seesaw battle 
right to the bitter end.

The Dutchies opened 
the scoring late in the first 
period.

In the second, Cash Sera-
phim tied things up on a 
goal assisted by Mitch Klie 
and Mitch Wright. 

Two local skaters 
competed at the Special 
Olympics Winter Games in 
North Bay, bringing home a 
gold medal and a wealth of 
experience. 

Coach Jess Somerville 
travelled with Woolwich 
Skating Club skaters 
Natalie Stevanus and Amy 
Kempster, along with an-

other skater from Windsor.
“It was definitely an 

interesting experience,” 
Somerville said. “For two of 
the three it was their first 
time at that event, so it was 
very interesting for them. 
It was a new experience 
but they had a lot of fun, 
they got to make a lot of 
friends.”

She said despite being 
nervous going into it they 

were able to calm down 
and have a lot of fun. 

“It was lovely to see 
because at the end of it 
they do a big dance …  and 
watching the girls let loose 
and dance and have fun 
without me having to be 
right there was pretty awe-
some,” Somerville said.

Stevanus earned a gold 
medal in the Ladies Solo 
Dance event, and came in 

sixth place in the Level 2 
Freeskate category. This 
was her third time at pro-
vincials.

“She was in tears because 
she was so overjoyed,” 
Somerville said.

Kempster placed fourth 
in the Level 3 Freeskate 
event, an achievement 
she’s proud of for her first 
time competing provin-
cially.

“With Amy she came 
fourth so that means she’s 
fourth overall in Ontario,” 
Somerville said. “Once 
she understood that she 
was very excited for her 
achievement. She was say-
ing her goal for next time is 
to hopefully get a medal.”

The skaters qualified for 
the provincial competition 
at the regional event in No-
vember of 2013. Somerville 

has been coaching the girls 
for nine years and she says 
they’ve been figure skating 
for more than 10.

“It’s pretty remarkable 
actually watching how 
much they progressed,” 
Somerville said. “When I 
started coaching them they 
already had a good founda-
tion from another coach. 

Ethan Skinner gave the 
home side the lead five 
minutes into the third, but 
it wouldn’t last long, as 
Kitchener squared it up at 
6:46.

Then, Steven Jakiela 
(Marselis Subban, 
Alex Uttley) and 
Skinner (Zac 
Coulter, Brendan 
Schneider) scored 
the next two to 
give the Kings a 
bit of breathing 
room.

Kitchener added 
another goal late 
but it wasn’t enough, 
Elmira picked up the win, 
ensuring themselves home 
ice advantage all the way 
through the Cherrey 
Cup, should they get 
that far.

Two nights 
earlier the Kings 
played an 
8-3 laugher 
against the 
Bomb-
ers at 
Bramp-
ton’s Victo-

ria Park 
Arena.
The visi-

tors got things 
going in a hurry, 

as Cash Seraphim 
(Klie) and Skinner (Coulter, 
Subban) both found the 
back of the net in the first 
two and a half minutes.

The home side got one 
back before Skinner (Adam 
Brubacher, Schneider) and 

kinGs | 12 Kevin Gergely and Mac Clutsam helped pace the Elmira Sugar Kings to a 3-2 victory over the 
Listowel Cyclones Feb. 16 at the WMC.     [scott barber / the observer]
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The Co-operators is the leading Canadian-owned multi-product insurance company.

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel

Stephen Webb B.SC (Hons)
Associate Insurance / Financial Advisor

Allen Morrison Insurance Inc.
25 Industrial Drive

Elmira, Ontario
stephen_webb@cooperators.ca

(519) 669-2632
www.cooperators.ca

Thinking of buying a lottery ticket in 
the hopes of funding your retirement? 
Why gamble your money away when 
you can invest it in a Registered 
Retirement Savings Plan (RRSP)?

Why buy an RRSP?
As well as helping you save for 
retirement, there are two great tax 
benefits:

1. An RRSP contribution reduces your 
income tax, and depending on how 
much you make, you’ll end up with 
either a lower tax bill or a higher 
refund.

2. The money earned by an investment 
in an RRSP is not taxed until it’s 

withdrawn; it grows tax-free while 
it’s in your plan. Then, when you’re 
ready to retire, typically your 
income is lower and so is your tax 
rate.

Basically, you save on income tax and 
accumulate tax-deferred savings for 
your retirement.
How do people manage to come up 
with money at RRSP time?
Many people contribute smaller regular 
monthly amounts instead of one large 
annual lump sum payment. Not only is it 
easier to budget, but it also increases 
the value of the investment faster. You 
could also talk to your advisor about 
whether you might benefit from an 
RRSP loan.

What’s the difference between 
buying an RRSP from a life 
insurance company compared to 
another financial institution?
One important difference is the type of 
investments held within an RRSP. Life 
insurance companies can offer a 
secure option called segregated funds. 
Just like mutual funds, segregated 
funds are invested in equities, bonds, 
and other investments. However, they 
differ dramatically in that segregated 
funds guarantee all or most of your 
principal investment upon maturity or 
death, while mutual funds generally 
have no guarantees at all.

RRSP’S – BASIC ANSWERS TO COMMON QUESTIONS

For more information on RRSP’s or how I can help you save more of your money please contact me. I am more than happy to answer 
any of your questions about how I can help you get ahead financially.

www.collinsbarrow.com

Complete Audit,
Accounting, Tax and  
Advisory Solutions  
including Succession
and Estate Planning.

Collins Barrow Wellington-Dufferin
0342 Gerrie Rd., Elora, ON, N0B 1S0

Tel: 519.846.5315
Fax: 519.846.9120

Life’s brighter under the sun

*Mutual funds offered by Sun Life Financial Investment Services (Canada) Inc. 
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is a member of the Sun Life Financial group of companies. 
© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2015. 

William McBay*, CFP®, CLU®, CHS™, CEA 
Advisor 
Certified Financial Planner™ 

Member, Advocis
T.E.A.M Financial Solutions Inc. 
519-744-7325 ext 2255 
william.mcbay@sunlife.com 
www.teamfinancialsolutions.com

WoolWich 
Wildcats

Tyke: SELECt
Feb. 7 vs Dundas
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Owen Weppler (2) 
Josh Carson, Ethan 
Burkholder
Assists: Bryson Rozema, 
Mitchell Roemer, Danny 
Schaefer, Jacob Noot, 
Hayden Weber, Connor 
Goebel, Keaton Kidd
Player of the game: Owen 

the score

Weppler

Feb. 8 vs Erin-Hillsburgh
Home: 2 Visitor: 6
Goals: Mitchell Roemer, 
Ethan Burkholder
Assists: Hayden Weber, 
Matthew Darrigan, Bryson 
Rozema, Owen Weppler

Feb. 13 vs Erin
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Josh Carson (2)
Assists: Matthew Darrigan 
(2), Danny Schaefer
Player of the game: Danny 

Schaefer

Feb. 14 vs Milton
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Josh Carson, Jordan 
Machlachlan
Assists: Jordan 
Machlachlan, Josh Carson 
Matthew Darrigan, Danny 
Schaefer
Player of the game: Evan 
Grant

Novice: LL# 1
Feb. 14 vs Paris
Home: Ryan Scheifele

Assists: Patrick McCarthy, 
Owen Tettman

Feb. 15 vs Ayr
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goal: Dawson Brubacher
Assists: Connor Huber

Novice: AE
Feb. 12 vs Halton Hills
Home: 0 Visitor: 0
Shutout: Jake Wingrove

Feb. 14 vs Hespeler
Home: 5 Visitor: 0
Goals: Hunter Brown, Kane 

Kruschat, Andrew Chumley, 
Preston Hackert (2)
Assists: Owen Weber, 
Andrew Chumley(2), 
Preston Hackert, Jake 
Patterson (2), Hunter 
Brown, Daniel Kochut
Shutout: Jake Wingrove

Minor Atom: A
Feb. 7 vs Milton
Home: 5 Visitor: 4
Goals: Isaiah Reitzel, Eric 
Hutton (2), Joey Martin (2)
Assists: Joey Martin, Isaiah 

Reitzel 2

Feb. 9 vs Burlington
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goal: Joey Martin
Assists: Keenan Martin, 
Evan Lucier

Atom: AE BLuE
Feb. 1 vs Milton
Home: 2 Visitor: 0
Goals: Daniel Kelly, Josh 
Moore 
Assists: Coleton Benham, 
Austin Schnarr

Feb. 12 vs New Hamburg
Home: 5 Visitor: 1
Goals: Josh Moore(2), Sam 
Siopiolosz, Austin Schnarr, 
Ryan Curtis
Assists: Ryan Brubacher(2), 
Sam Siopiolosz(2), Owen 
Brown(2), Josh Moore, 
Austin Schnarr, Mason 
Spark, Ryan Curtis

Feb. 15 vs Ancaster
Home: 3 Visitor: 
Goals: Ryan Brubacher, 
Sam Siopiolosz, Coleton 
Benham

Assists: Sam Siopiolosz, 
Austin Schnarr(2),Zach 
McMurray, Daniel Kelly, 
Josh Moore  

PeeWee: AE BLuE
Feb. 8 vs Flamborough
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goal: Jordan Dickieson

PeeWee: MAjor A
Feb. 12 vs Burlington
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goals: Keaton McLaughlin
Assists: Trevor Ferretti, 

Gavin Roemer

Feb. 14 vs Burlington
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Keaton McLaughlin, 
Brett Allen
Assists: Nathan Taylor, Matt 
Fleischmann

Feb. 15 vs Burlington
Home: 4 Visitor: 3
Goals: Keaton McLaughlin, 
Eric Martin, Cole Chipman, 
Jarrett Anderson

Your Cure 
for Tax
Preparation
Headaches!

Your Cure 
for Tax
Preparation
Headaches!

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

COMPLETE TAX &
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

Your Cure 
for Tax
Preparation
Headaches!

PERSONAL
& BUSINESS

INCOME TAX | BOOKKEEPING | ACCOUNTING
1600 King St. N., St. Jacobs

Phone: 519.664.2206
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm

or by appointment any time.

continUeD 
to PaGe 11

need help navigating your 
way through tax season?  

Professional advice is only a  
phone call away. (Hint: on this page.)

Focus
      on Your

Finances
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tures while standing on 
what was essentially a huge 
three-foot thick block of 
ice.

It was not, as Jenn sug-
gested, another sign that 
I was “losing it.” A lot of 
outdoorsmen say nice 
things to their pillows and 
blankets.

Admittedly, my toes 
might have overdone the 
high praise. That’s under-
standable, however, as they 

suffered most.
Look, I don’t dislike 

cold, but right about now, 
I’m starting to think that a 
whole lot less of it would be 
nice. How much is a whole 
lot less?

Well, I wouldn’t mind ice 
fishing from a boat – while 
wearing shorts and a T-
shirt.

Obviously, that’s not 
going to happen any time 
soon. 

There are still at least 30 

days of severe winter left 
in these parts. And by that 
I mean my parts. So, I, like 
most outdoorsmen am go-
ing to have to just endure 
until spring arrives with its 
warming rays of sunshine.

That means I’m going to 
have to resort to extreme 
measures to keep warm over 
the remainder of winters. 

That’s right, I’m going to 
have to rely more and more 
on the heat found within 
the confines of ice huts.

I’m not a fan of ice huts 
but even I will admit that 
they can be an oasis of 
warmth on a very frigid day. 
All you need to do is walk 
into one after enduring 
temperatures of minus-30 
of more to discover that 
there is no wind chill in an 
ice hut, only wind warmth.

Unless, the other guys 
aren’t in the hut, then, 
you’ve got to use the stove. 

An ice hut stove is remi-
niscent of a teenage son or 

daughter. Yes, you can get 
it to work, but it takes a lot 
of coaxing.  And often you 
get burned in the process.

The rewards, however, 
are fantastic. Once the 
stove is going, you can, 
once again, feel what it is 
like to have the internal 
body temperature that our 
systems were designed to 
function at. There’s noth-
ing like the feeling of inter-
nal organs coming to life 
again and frozen extremi-

ties wiggling with joy.
This is a sentence you 

shouldn’t say out loud, 
however.

All this is to say that, 
contrary to popular belief, 
we outdoorsy types do like 
warmth and in fact adore it. 
The problem is this is a scarce 
commodity in winter when 
you spend time outside. 

Yes, you can start a fire. 
But that can lead to a whole 
other set of problems when 
you are standing on the ice.

Galea: Many will question an outdoorsman’s sanity for the time he spends out in the cold
from | 9

It was a breakout sea-
son for the Elmira District 
Secondary School’s swim-
ming team, which saw 
enrollment triple from last 
year along with a number 
of strong performances at 
regional meets.

“It has been a great year 
for our group,” coach San-
dra Jardim said. “We went 
from about 10 swimmers 
last season to over 30 this 
year. And more important-
ly, they are a really great 
group of students.”

On February 12, the top 
swimmers took part in the 
Central Western Ontario 
Secondary Schools Associ-
ation championships at the 
Wilmot Recreation Centre.

And the results were re-
markable.

Jordan Shantz won first 
place in the senior girls’ 
freestyle with a time of 
29.96 seconds, while also 
picking up a pair of sec-
onds in the 100-metre free-
style (1:08.41) and 50-metre 

EDSS swim team coming into its own
CWOSSA experience proves fruitful; senior girls’ team member heading to provincial finals

scott barber

the score | continUeD FroM PaGe 10

butterfly (35.24). The two 
freestyle times were good 
enough to book Shantz a 
ticket to the Ontario Fed-
eration of School Athletic 
Associations (OFSAA) final 
meet – the province’s high-
est level for high school 
sports – on March 3-4 at 
the Etobicoke Olympian. 

Other CWOSSA finishes 
included fifth place for 
the girls’ open 200-me-
tre medley relay team 
(2:32:29) featuring Han-
nah Cornies, Ellen Siebel-
Achenbach, Megan Parrott 
and Shantz. Brooklyn Bow-
man also picked up a sixth 
place finish in the junior 

girls’ 100-metre freestyle 
with a time of 1:21:41. 

For coach Pam Ger-
mann, the finishes are a 
testament to the hard work 
the team put in all year 
long.

“We’ve been practicing 
three times a week, two in 
the pool (at the Woolwich 

Memorial Centre) and one 
dry land session, since No-
vember,” she said. “There 
isn’t a lot of time to train 
for WCSSAA so our focus 
was to get their endurance 
up, because if their endur-
ance is strong then they 
can swim even if they’re 
using slightly less effective 

stroke technique, they can 
still go further, or faster, 
before they start getting 
tired. And then, later on, 
we would split the team 
up into a couple different 
groups to work on the dif-
ferent strokes, butterfly, 
breaststroke, freestyle and 
backstroke, and the big-
gest thing with kids is that 
a lot of them can swim 
from swimming lessons 
or a swim at the beach, 
so they have the basics 
down, but things like how 
to do dives and flip turns 
and pushing off the wall 
and making sure they are 
streamlined are things 
that they might never have 
thought about before.”

And it helped that a ded-
icated group of four teach-
ers got onboard (Jardim 
and Germann, along with 
Dave Conlon and Laurie 
Murray), Germann added. 

“It has been a great ex-
perience this season and 
we’re looking forward to 
seeing the program contin-
ue to grow here at EDSS.”

the Elmira District Secondary School swim team. Back row: coach Pam Germann, Ellen Siebel-Achenbach, Avery Klooster, Stephanie Ball, Megan Parrott, jordan Shantz, Emma Bader and coach Sandra 
jardim. Front row: Hannah Cornies, Elena McKee, Brianna Stevanus, taylor Duench and Mercedes Weber. Members not present: joanna Bannon, Charly Bax, Dannah Bax, Brandon Berchtold, Wesley 
Bond, Donavan Bourgoin, Brooklyn Bowman, Erika Morrison, Sarah Narcott, Ben Schott, john Wang, Maddie Wang, Hannah Weber and Alexis Windatt.  [scott barber / the observer]

Assists: Matt Fleischmann 
(2), Nathan Taylor, Keaton 
McLaughlin, Eric Martin

Minor Bantam: AA
Feb. 13 vs Centre Wel-
lington
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Nolan Hislop, Bart 
Sherrer
Assists: Lukas Shantz, 
Nolan Hislop, Eli Baldin

Feb. 15 vs Stoney Creek
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Bart Sherrer (2), 
Austin Cousineau
Assists: Eli Baldin, Nolan 
Hislop (2), Bart Sherrer
Shutout: Bryce Detweiller

Bantam: MAjor A
Feb. 3 vs oakville
Home: 2 Visitor: 4
Goals: Cole Altman, Jesse 
Sterling
Assists: Evan Gowing, John 
Wang, Brad Hale, Riley 
Runstedler

Feb. 5 vs oakville
Home: 3 Visitor: 

Goals: Cade Schaus, Evan 
Gowing, Jesse Sterling
Assists: Jesse Sterling, 
Riley Runstedler (2), Nolan 
Hislop, Cole Altman, Austin 
Flaherty

Minor Midget: A
Feb. 15 vs Hespeler
Home: 3 Visitor: 3
Goals: Tyson Bender, Mitch 
Waters, Mitch Newson
Assists: Ryan Shantz (2), 
Aaron Fuller

Feb. 1 vs Halton Hills
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goal: Ryan Shantz

Midget: LL# 1
Feb. 8 vs Beverley
Home: 1 Visitor: 3
Goal: Troy Nechanicky
Assists: Austin Horst, Trent 
Brunkard

Feb. 13 vs Beverley
Home: 3 Visitor: 3
Goals: Keenan Dowdall, 
Joseph Hanley, Mitch 
Rempel
Assists: Nick Kieswetter, 

Nick Campanolo, Connor 
Runstedler, Joseph Hanley

Feb. 13 vs Paris
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Brodie Keen, Nick 
Berlet
Assists: Troy Nechanicky, 
Alex Bean

Feb. 14 vs Embro
Home: 8 Visitor: 1
Goals: Jacob Cornwall (2), 
Isaac Fishbein (2), Nick 
Berlet (2), Austin Horst (2)
Assists: Isaac Fishbein (2), 
Nick Berlet (2), Austin Horst 
(3), Dylan Smith, Dylan 
Arndt (2), Jacob Cornwall, 
Troy Nechanicky (2), Chris 
Taylor

Midget: AE
Feb. 1 vs Guelph
Home: 4 Visitor: 3
Goals: Jake Lewis, Adam 
Jokic (3)
Assists: Brett Henry (2), 
Jake Lewis (2), Jacob 
Bruder, Connor Bauman

hockey 
tourney

Novice: LL# 3
Bob Black Memorial
Feb. 15 vs Listowel
Home: 8 Visitor: 3

Midget: LL# 3
Bradford Blue and  
Gold Classic
Feb. 6 vs Bradford
Home: 4 Visitor: 1
Goals: Liam Dickson, 
Connor Runstedler, Jordan 
Luis, Luke Charter
Assists: Liam Dickson, Kyle 
Conrad, Luke Charter, Mitch 
Rempel

Feb. 7 vs Creemore
Home: 5 Visitor: 0
Goals: Blake Doerbecker, 
Connor Runstedler, Liam 
Dickson (2), Max Bender
Assists: Nick Kieswetter, 
Connor Runstedler (4), 
Luke Charter, Matt Greene

Feb. 7 vs Bradford
Home: 5 Visitor: 8
Goals: Connor Runstedler, 

Nick Kieswetter, Luke 
Decorte, Max Bender, Liam 
Dickson
Assists: Luke Decortek Nick 
Kieswetter (3), Connor 
Runstedler, Luke Charter, 
Keenan Dowdall, Joe 
Butterworth

Feb. 8 vs Bradford
Home: 2 Visitor: 4
Goals: Nick Kieswetter, 
Connor Runstedler
Assists: Joe Butterworth, 
Jordan Luis, Nick Kieswetter
WoolWich 
Wild

Novice: LL
Feb. 14 vs Kitchener
Home: 1 Visitor: 1
Goal: Kara MacPherson
Assists: Ella Hicks, Sarah 
Montgomery

Feb. 15 vs Ayr
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Kara MacPherson, 
Emily Martin, Nora Beatty
Assists: Hailey Mueller 
Claire Catton

Atom: LL# 7125
Feb. 13 vs Kitchener
Home: 1 Visitor: 3
Goal: Annie Sargent
Assists: Sophie Hanley, 
Payton Karn

Feb. 14 vs Ayr
Home: 2 Visitor: 3
Goals: Annie Sargent, 
Annabel Musselman

PeeWee: BB
Feb. 11 vs Kitchener
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Alana Bauman, Ella 
Campbell, Delaney Douglas
Assists: Maddy Goss, 
Hannah Carr

Feb. 14 vs St. thomas
Home: 2 Visitor: 5
Goals: Maggie Sargent, 
Erin Bauer
Assists: Alana Bauman (2)

Feb. 15 vs St. thomas
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Maggie Sargent, 
Haylee Clemmer
Assists: Alana Bauman, 

Delaney Douglas

Feb. 1 vs New Hamburg
Home: 1 Visitor: 1
Goal: Hannah Carr
Assist: Maddy Goss

tWin centre 
hericanes

PeeWee: C
Feb. 13 vs orangeville
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Kara Dietrich, 
Amelia Byrd, Evaleena 
Adam
Assists: Valerie Wolf (2), 

Nicole Hehn, Blythe Bender

hockey 
tourney

Atom: C
Saugeen Shores  
Silver Stick
Feb. 6 vs Bruce Peninsula 
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Makenna 
McLaughlin (2),  Taya 
Diefenbacher,  Eadyn Meier
Assists: Eadyn Meier

Feb. 6 vs Kemptville
Home: 3 Visitor: 2

Goals: Kaitlyn Hyatt (2), 
Makenna McLaughlin
Assists: Madison Snyder

Feb. 7 vs Saugeen Shores
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Makenna 
McLaughlin, Taylor Schmitt
Assists: Eadyn Meier, 
Madison Martin, Emma 
Wiseman

Feb. 7 vs South Huron
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goal: Emily Sargent
Assist: Tia Zettel

the Woolwich Midget LL3 team won silver at the Bradford Blue and Gold Classic tournament 
in Bradford Feb. 6-8. [submitted]

wilDcat MiDGets take silver
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CUSTOM PRE-FINISHED SOLID

HARDWOOD
FLOORING
Custom Finishes | Sizes up to 8” wide
Domestic Hard & Soft Wood Flooring
Reclaimed Wood

ELAM BRUBACHER
2936 Arthur St. N., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-0750
1-866-423-6893

     AS LOW AS

$4.25
/Sq.Ft.

Visit our Showroom Mon-Fri 8am-6pm

Sponsored by:  

AGRICULTURAL
INFORMATION

DAY FOR FARMERS
AT THE

Linwood Community Centre
Tuesday, March 3, 2015

9:30am - 4:00pm
Refreshments & Lunch Provided

METZGER VET SERVICES

www.wildhawk.ca/camps or email dave@wildhawk.ca

Waterloo Wildhawk is hosting the 13th Annual

March Break Madness
Skills Camp
Monday-Wednesday
March 16,17,18, 2015

REGISTER NOW:

for boys and girls
age 6-14 (Gr. 1-9)

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

519-504-2016 | darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING | ROOFING | RENOVATIONS | EAVESTROUGHS

Coulter (Kevin Gergely) 
picked up a pair.

The Bombers made it a 
two goal game with one of 
their own to close out the 
frame, but that’s as close as 
they would get.

Klayton Hoelscher 

scored twice in the second 
(Subban, Chad Herron on 
the first and Rob Kohli, 
Brodie Whitehead on the 
second) while the Bombers 
picked up one.

And the third was all 
Kings, as Klie (Seraphim, 
Kohli) and Seraphim (Klie, 
Gergely) closed things out.

On Monday the Kings 
played host to the Lis-
towel Cyclones in front of a 
packed house of 1,155 fans.

And they didn’t disap-
point. 

Schneider got things roll-
ing just 1:38 in on a goal as-
sisted by Coulter and Mac 
Clutsam. The Cyclones tied 

kinGs: Team wraps up the regular season this weekend, having already put a lock on top spot
from | 9

the EDSS girls’ hockey team finished first in WCSSAA after an exciting shootout win over 
Preston High School on Wednesday at the WMC. Kacie Martin (2) and Megan Chapman 

scored for Elmira, and goalie Dana Colombo stopped all but one in the game 
and one in the shootout. the Lancers will head to Central Western ontario 

championship in Waterloo next week. [whitney neilson / the observer]

Just watching their confi-
dence increase and work 
with a larger group has 
been quite remarkable.”

The games included 
six events: figure skating, 
speed skating, curling, al-
pine skiing, Nordic skiing, 
and snowshoeing. They 
also served as a qualifying 
event for the 2016 National 
Winter Games being held 
in Corner Brook, New-
foundland.

Somerville said the big-

gest challenge for both 
girls was staying focused 
despite the distraction of 
the crowd.

“They want to do their 
best but there’s a lot of 
stimulation for them,” 
Somerville said. “So for 
Amy for example it was her 
second time ever staying in 
a hotel. Her mother didn’t 
go so it was also her first 
time travelling without her 
mom. She did really well 
but that was another chal-
lenge for her.”

Stevanus’ dance routine 

olyMPics: A great experience for local skaters taking part in the Winter Games in North Bay
from | 9 included the Dutch Waltz 

and the Baby Blues. Somer-
ville explained these are set 
routines that people who 
have figure skated even 
many years ago would have 
done.

“It’s specific steps, tim-
ing and edges,” Somerville 
said. “That was the event 
that she got a gold medal 
in. The other event that she 
did is free skate. She’s level 
two so she does things like 
bunny hops, waltz jumps, 
different jumps and spins. 
Amy did free skate, she’s 

things up at 16:18 before a 
pair of late Kings markers 
by Wright (Seraphim, Klie) 
and Klie (Seraphim, White-
head) made it 3-1 heading 
into the second. 

The middle stanza was 
scoreless, though a stopped 
penalty shot by the King’s 
backup tender Andrew 

Lefebvre got the fans out of 
their seats.

The visitors got one goal 
back in the third but they 
couldn’t climb all the way 
out of the hole, and the 
Kings squeaked out a 3-2 
victory.

After a road game in Lis-
towel Friday, the Kings have 

just one more matchup, 
February 22 against Brant-
ford at the WMC, before 
rolling into the playoffs.

As the postseason begins, 
keep an eye out for the red-
hot Skinner. In the month of 
February the rookie sniper 
has seven goals and an assist 
in seven games. 

level three. She’s doing 
jumps and spins but they 
include more of a technical 
element. She does a sow 
cow jump and a toe loop 
combination.”

The skaters will be show-
ing off their routines at the 
annual Woolwich Skating 
Club carnival on March 6.

Somerville said the event 
was a great experience for 
both the athletes and the 
spectators. The athletes 
had the chance to show 
they can achieve anything 
that anyone else can even 

with whatever challenges 
they have. It was also a 
much friendlier environ-
ment than Somerville was 

used to at figure skating 
events.

 “You walk in the change 
room with the Special 
Olympics athletes and 
they’re high fiving each 
other, they’re smiling, 
they’re congratulating 
each other, they’re telling 
each other their dresses 
are beautiful and they love 
their hair,” Somerville said. 
“So it’s great for the ath-
letes and for me, as a coach 
or as a spectator it gives 
you a different perspective 
on acceptance.”

laDy lancers skate to First-Place Finish in wcssaa Play

Coach jess Somerville and Natalie Stevanus 
with her gold medal. [submitted]
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IT’S SHOWTIME
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Wise customers read the fine print: •, ◊, », *, ‡, †, ≈, § The It’s Showtime Sales Event offers are limited time offers which apply to retail deliveries of selected in-stock new and unused models purchased/leased from participating retailers between February 13 and March 2, 2015. Offers subject to change and may be extended or changed 
without notice. All pricing includes freight ($1,695), air-conditioning charge (if applicable), tire levy and OMVIC fee. Pricing excludes licence, insurance, registration, any retailer administration fees, other retailer charges and other applicable fees and taxes. Financing and lease offers available to qualified customers on approved credit. Retailer 
order/trade may be necessary. Retailer may sell for less. •$500 Showtime Bonus Cash is available on select new 2014/2015 Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge or Ram models at participating retailers from February 13 to March 2, 2015. Bonus Cash will be deducted from the negotiated purchase/lease price before taxes. Excludes 2014 Chrysler 200 LX, 
2015 Chrysler 200, 2014 Dodge Avenger CVP, 2015 Jeep Renegade (all models), 2014/2015 Dodge Grand Caravan CVP, 2014/2015 Dodge Journey CVP and SE Plus, 2014/2015 Dodge Dart (all models), 2014/2015 Jeep Wrangler Sport, 2014/2015 Jeep Patriot (all models), 2014/2015 Jeep Compass Sport (select models), 2014/2015 Jeep 
Cherokee (all models), 2014/2015 Ram Cargo Van, 2014/2015 Ram 1500 Regular Cab, ProMaster City and all 2014/2015 FIAT models. Offer available at participating Atlantic and Ontario retailers only. See retailer for complete details and exclusions. ◊$10,000 in Total Discounts is available on new 2015 Ram 1500 models (excluding Reg Cab) 
and consists of $8,000 in Consumer Cash Discounts, $1,500 in Ram Truck Loyalty/Conquest Bonus Cash and $500 Showtime Bonus Cash. See your retailer for complete details. »$1,500 Ram Truck Loyalty/Conquest/Skilled Trades Bonus Cash is available on the retail purchase/lease of 2014/2015 Ram 1500 (excludes Regular Cab), 2014 
Ram 2500/3500, 2014 Ram ProMaster or 2014 Ram Cargo Van and is deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. Eligible customers include: 1. Current owners/lessees of a Dodge or Ram Pickup Truck or Large Van or any other manufacturer’s Pickup Truck or Large Van. The vehicle must have been owned/leased by the eligible customer 
and registered in their name on or before February 1, 2015. Proof of ownership/lease agreement will be required. 2. Customers who are skilled tradesmen or are acquiring a skilled trade. This includes Licensed Tradesmen, Certified Journeymen or customers who have completed an Apprenticeship Certification. A copy of the Trade Licence/
Certification required. 3. Customers who are Baeumler Approved service providers. Proof of membership is required. Limit one $1,500 bonus cash offer per eligible truck transaction. Some conditions apply. See your retailer for complete details. *Consumer Cash Discounts are deducted from the negotiated price before taxes. ‡3.49% purchase 

financing for up to 96 months available on new select models through RBC, Scotiabank and TD Auto Finance. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Examples: 2015 Ram 1500 Crew Cab SXT 4x4 (25A+AGR+XFH)/2015 Dodge Grand Caravan Canada Value Package/2015 Dodge Journey Canada Value 
Package/2015 Chrysler 200 LX with a Purchase Price of $30,414/$19,995/$19,995/$19,995, with a $0 down payment, financed at 3.49% for 96 months equals 208 bi-weekly payments of $168/$110/$110/$110 with a cost of borrowing of $4,487/$2,950/$2,950/$2,950 and a total obligation 
of $34,901.03/$22,944.90/$22,944.90/$22,944.90. †0% purchase financing for up to 36 months available on new 2015 Jeep Cherokee models to qualified customers on approved credit through RBC, Scotiabank and TD Auto Finance. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Example: 2015 Jeep 
Cherokee Sport 4x2 (24A) with a Purchase Price of $24,495 with a $0 down payment, financed at 0% for 36 months equals 78 bi-weekly payments of $314 with a cost of borrowing of $0 and a total obligation of $24,495. ≈Non-prime financing available on approved credit. 4.99% financing available 
on 2015 Ram 1500 Quad 4x4 SXT/2015 Chrysler 200 LX/2015 Jeep Patriot Sport 4x2. 6.99% financing available on select 2015 models. Financing examples: 2015 Ram 1500 Quad 4x4 SXT/2015 Dodge Grand Caravan Canada Value Package with a Purchase Price of $26,945/$19,995 financed 
at 4.99%/6.99% over 84 months, equals 182 bi-weekly payments of $176/$139 for a total finance obligation of $31,979.77/$25,341.15. Some conditions apply. See your retailer for complete details. §Starting From Prices for vehicles shown include Consumer Cash Discounts and do not include 
upgrades (e.g., paint). Upgrades available for additional cost. ∞Based on 2014 Ward’s Middle Cross Utility segmentation. ^Based on IHS Automotive: Polk Canadian Vehicles in Operation data available as of July, 2014 for Crossover Segments as defined by FCA Canada Inc. ±Based on 2014 Ward’s
Lower Middle Sedan segmentation. Based on MSRP of base models. Excludes other vehicles designed and manufactured by FCA US LLC. TMThe SiriusXM logo is a registered trademark of SiriusXM Satellite Radio Inc. ®Jeep is a registered trademark of FCA US LLC used under license by FCA Canada Inc.
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$1,500
IF YOU ARE A LICENSED TRADESMAN OR

IF YOU CURRENTLY OWN ANY PICKUP TRUCK

BONUS CASH»

INCLUDES

$500•

SHOWTIME
BONUS CASH

ON SELECT MODELS

INCLUDES
GET TOTAL DISCOUNTS OF UP TO

$10,000
◊

chryslercanada.ca/offers

+Your local retailer may charge additional fees for administration/pre-delivery that can range from $0 to $1,098 and anti-theft/safety products that can range from $0 to $1,298. Charges may vary by retailer.

2015 JEEP CHEROKEE SPORT
BEST-IN-CLASS CAPABILITY∞

$24,495
FINANCING†

FOR 36 MONTHS 

0%
AVAILABLE

PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES FREIGHT, A/C CHARGE, 
TIRE LEVY AND OMVIC FEE. TAXES EXCLUDED. 
OTHER RETAILER CHARGES MAY APPLY.+

AND
GET

2015 DODGE JOURNEY CANADA VALUE 
PACKAGE – CANADA’S FAVOURITE CROSSOVER^

$19,995
PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES $2,000 
CONSUMER CASH,* FREIGHT, A/C 
CHARGE, TIRE LEVY AND OMVIC FEE. 
TAXES EXCLUDED. OTHER RETAILER 
CHARGES MAY APPLY.+

FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN

$110 3.49%@BI-WEEKLY 
FINANCING‡

OR CHOOSE

2015 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CANADA 
VALUE PACKAGE – CANADA’S BEST-SELLING 
MINIVAN FOR MORE THAN 31 YEARS

$19,995
PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES $8,100 
CONSUMER CASH,* FREIGHT, A/C 
CHARGE, TIRE LEVY AND OMVIC FEE. 
TAXES EXCLUDED. OTHER RETAILER 
CHARGES MAY APPLY.+

FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN

$110 3.49%
@BI-WEEKLY 

FINANCING‡

OR CHOOSE

PICKUP TRUCK

2
V
M

$

$

Starting From Price for
2015 Jeep Cherokee Limited
shown: $32,490.§

Starting From Price for 
2015 Ram 1500 Laramie Crew Cab 
shown: $44,890.§

Starting From Price for 
2015 Dodge Journey Crossroad 
shown: $31,785.§

Starting From Price for 2015
Dodge Grand Caravan SXT Blacktop 
shown: $31,485.§

REBUILDING YOUR CREDIT? 
NON-PRIME RATES FROM ONLY 4.99% OAC≈

2015 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SXT 4X4

OR STEP UP TO

2015 RAM 1500 CREW CAB SXT 4X4 

PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES $8,000 
CONSUMER CASH,* $1,500 BONUS 
CASH,» $500 SHOWTIME BONUS CASH,• 
FREIGHT, A/C CHARGE, TIRE LEVY AND 
OMVIC FEE. TAXES EXCLUDED. OTHER 
RETAILER CHARGES MAY APPLY.+

$26,945
FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN

$168 3.49%@BI-WEEKLY 
FINANCING‡

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE
 BEST NEW SUV 
(UNDER $35,000)

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE 
CANADIAN UTILITY VEHICLE 

OF THE YEAR

$12 MORE 
BI-WEEKLY

STEP UP TO THE 
200 LIMITED FOR ONLY

THE ALL-NEW 2015 CHRYSLER 200 LX
MOST AFFORDABLE MID-SIZE CAR IN CANADA±

$19,995
PURCHASE PRICE INCLUDES $3,500 
CONSUMER CASH,* FREIGHT, A/C 
CHARGE, TIRE LEVY AND OMVIC 
FEE. TAXES EXCLUDED. OTHER 
RETAILER CHARGES MAY APPLY.+

FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN

$110 3.49%@BI-WEEKLY 
FINANCING‡

OR

OR CHOOSE

Starting From Price 
for 2015 Chrysler 200 C 
shown: $29,790.§

(With optional forward 
collision warning.) 
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Venture
Food For thought/ 
owen roberts

FIELD
NOTES

farming / the meat of the matter

Beef farmers keeping an eye 
on the latest mad cow case

If Ontario farmers 
were wondering if the 
province was serious about 
environmental account-
ability from them and from 
others who connect with 
and influence our land, wa-
ter and air, activities over 
the past couple of weeks 
should set them straight.  

First, on February 12, the 
Ministry of the Environment 
and Climate Change re-
leased a 44-page document 
entitled Ontario’s Climate 
Change Discussion Paper 
2015. It’s expected to gener-
ate all kinds of conversa-
tions between stakeholders 
such as farmers and manu-
facturers to name but a few, 
and help shape environ-
mental policy in Ontario.

This ministry is long past 
debating whether climate 
change is truly upon us, or 
if the wild swings in weath-
er we’ve experienced in 
recent memory are a blip. 
The language it uses in its 
discussion paper leaves 
little doubt it believes 
measures must be taken to 
deal with climate change 
and lessen its impact.  It 
pays significant attention 
to agriculture. For example, 
in the report, environment 
and climate change minis-

Province 
wants 
farmers to 
account for
the land, 
water & air

roberts | 15

There have been a few cases since 2003, but producers leery given what happened in that instance

bse | 15

ELMIRA
INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

WED. FEB. 25 @ 10:00am - 3:00pm
New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Navel Oranges 
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

$32.00
PER BOX

www.indianriverdirect.com

READY NOW!

NOW
PICKING

Since 1929

Darts
Dart Boards
and Accessories

103 Ontario St. S., Kitchener | 519-745-4053
Mon-Fri 10:30 - 6 | Sat 11 - 4

www.jamiesonsbilliards.com

A recent mad cow dis-
ease scare in Alberta likely 
won’t affect the roughly 
282 beef producers in Wa-
terloo Region but as South 
Korea has shown by issuing 
an embargo on Canadian 
beef, there may be room for 
concern.

Sylvain Charlebois, pro-
fessor of food distribution 
and policy at the Univer-
sity of Guelph, says this is 
Canada’s eighteenth native 
case of mad cow disease, 
or bovine spongiform en-
cephalopathy (BSE).

“This time around it can 
be a source of concern be-
cause we just don’t know 
the age of the animal and 
this is a key piece of infor-
mation not only for the 
cattle industry, but for the 
international markets,” 
Charlebois said. “If the 
animal was born after 2007 
it means the ban was not 
as effective as we thought 
it was or something else is 
happening. We probably 
wouldn’t have an answer to 
that if something very awk-
ward would be happening.”

He noted another source 
of concern is if the animal 
is younger it may actu-
ally compromise Canada’s 
chance to be a very low risk 
country when it comes to 
BSE. We were in the pro-
cess of getting the lowest 
level of risk for BSC but 
that’s been halted by the 
case in Alberta. 

“That has an impact on 
prices obviously,” Char-

lebois said. “Anyone who 
wants to sell cattle to the 
market, if you’re selling 
Canadian beef, that greatly 
affects market value.”

This is the first case of 
BSE in Canada since 2011. 
Around 180,000 cases are 
found worldwide annually.

While he wasn’t overly 
surprised by the news 
about South Korea, he says 
if you would have asked 
him to pick a country that 
would react to the news in 
such a way, he would have 
picked that one.

“They are known to be 
highly sensitive to any-
thing BSE-related,” 
Charlebois said. 
“It took nine 
years for 
them to lift 
the ban 
on our 
beef go-
ing back 
to 2003. 
There’s a 
track re-
cord there. 
Whether 
or not other 
countries will 
follow suit, we don’t 
know.”

It’s been reported the 
infected animal was born 
in Alberta. Charlebois says 
it’s concerning that they 
still don’t know the age if 
they determined where it 
was born.

“I am concerned because 
we just don’t have the 
proper traceability system 
to be able to produce data 
to ensure international 

markets,” 
Charlebois 

said. “The more we wait, 
the more likely we’ll make 
some people nervous.”

He says the key here 
is the U.S. and he’d be 
shocked if they actually 
decided to ban Canadian 
beef from being imported. 
If that happened, it would 
likely affect the cattle in-
dustry in Waterloo region. 

“It’s unfortunate that 

this potentially could halt 
a good period for the cattle 
industry,” Charlebois said.

BSC is believed to hap-
pen when cattle consume 
protein from the brain or 
spine of infected cattle or 
sheep.

 Joe Hill, feed lot director 
in Wellington County for 
Beef Farmers of Ontario, 
said the Canadian trade 
partners are aware that the 
occasional case of BSE is 

well within normal activity. 
Now they’re just waiting 
for the results of the in-
vestigation and he expects 
production to proceed as 
normal. 

“If the packers end up 
with any extra costs they 
would probably pass that 
on to the producers. That’s 
not likely to be significant,” 
Hill said.

Whitney neilson

University of Guelph professor Sylvain Charlebois says it’s not surprising South Korea has issued an 
embargo on Canadian beef after a case of BSE was discovered in an Alberta cow.
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ter Glen Murray says food 
security and food costs 
will be “an early problem” 
as climate change impacts 
where food is grown and 
affects our water supply. 

To its credit, the report 
acknowledges the role of 
rural communities. It notes 
that as stewards of many of 
the province’s natural re-
sources, rural communities 
are vulnerable to a wide 
range of climate impacts. 

And it urges the prov-
ince to become a leader in 
low-carbon technologies 
based primarily in rural 
Ontario, such as solar and 

wind power, and in alterna-
tive fuels such as biofuels 
with feedstocks produced 
by farming and forestry.  
Later, the report notes how 
Ontario should improve ef-
ficiency in agriculture and 
cut down greenhouse gas 
emissions, citing practices 
most farmers are already 
engaged in, such as crop 
rotation, cover crops, alter-
native crops, residue and 
manure management. 

It shows graphs indicat-
ing that agriculture, which 
accounts for about six 
per cent of the province’s 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
has reduced greenhouse 

gas emissions in the last 20 
years, but only marginally. 

The next provincial 
environmental initiative 
occurred earlier this week, 
when the province an-
nounced it was introduc-
ing legislation to protect 
the Great Lakes. Its goal, 
it said, was to keep this 
unique freshwater system 
“drinkable, swimmable and 
fishable.” 

Again, the environment 
and climate change minis-
try was front and centre – as 
were farmers. This legisla-
tion, it said, would reduce 
harmful algae blooms, 
which are often blamed 

on agricultural run-off. It 
would also protect wet-
lands, some of which are on 
farmers’ properties. 

And if that wasn’t clear 
enough, in the “quick facts” 
that conclude most pro-
vincial news releases these 
days, it was noted that more 
than 95 per cent of Ontario’s 
agricultural land is in the 
Great Lakes basin. 

Get it? 
Farmers should. 
It appears the Ontario 

Federation of Agriculture 
does, the province’s largest 
general farm organization. 
It was quick to respond af-
ter the climate change dis-

cussion paper was released, 
reminding the world that 
farmers count on the en-
vironment as much as 
anyone, maybe even more. 
“Farmers take climate 
change seriously,” says 
federation president Don 
McCabe. “Climate impacts 
agriculture more than any 
other industry.” 

And here’s a major point 
when it comes to Ontario 
farmers and the environ-
ment. Some 25 years ago 
they teamed up with 
University of Guelph re-
searcher Gord Surgeoner 
and broke ground for the 
rest of Canada with indus-

try-driven, peer-reviewed 
environmental farm plans 
designed to implement 
more sustainable practices 
on their own farms. 

They haven’t stood still. 
As McCabe notes, research, 
innovation and technology 
have helped Ontario agri-
culture reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions through 
new farming practices and 
through the development 
of bioproducts, biomateri-
als and renewable energy. 

They’ll need to keep 
reminding the province of 
these contributions as the 
environmental discussion 
proceeds.

RoBeRts: A scientific approach helps farmers to go easier on the environment, reduce GHG emissions
from | 14

CONSUMER
CASH DISCOUNT

2015

TEST DRIVE ONE TODAY
CHRYSLER 200

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$3000

The All-New 2015 Chrysler 200 sedan 
earns a spot on Consumers Digest’s list 
of automotive “Best Buys” for the 2015 

model year. According to Consumers Digest, Best Buy 
award winners deliver the most value for the money in 
their respective classes. The Consumers Digest concept 
of value is based on a vehicle’s purchase price and 
ownership costs relative to subjective factors, such as 
comfort, performance and utility.

250
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2012 RAM 1500 LARAMIE LONGHORN 
CREW 4X4 

Only 32,500 kilometers, one owner trade in, premium leather 
interior, navigation system, rear back up camera, auto start 
and much more. Finished in red and silver two-tone. $36,995. 

99
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2010 DODGE CALIBER SXT HATCHBACK
Economical 4 cylinder engine with automatic 
transmission, air conditioning, power windows/lock, 
heated mirors, heated front seats and more. Finished in 
deep cherry red. 82,000km. $10,995.

2011 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING
3.6 litre V6 engine, 6 speed automatic transmission, 
loaded with options including power sunroof, 
navigation, power sliding doors and lift gate, 2nd and 
3rd row overhead DVD video units and more. Finished 
in black. Only 65,990 km. $21,995.

169
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2012 DODGE RAM 1500 SPORT CREW 4X4 
Sport appearance package with premium leather buckets 
and centre console. Heated and ventilated front seats, 
heated steering wheel, remote start, chrome 20 inch 
wheels, dual rear exhaust, spray-in boxliner and much more. 
Finished in black, only 62,900 kilometers. $31,995. 

216
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

SALE PRICed

 2012 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CREW 
3.6 litre V6, 6 speed automatic transmission, full Stow-n-Go, 
front and rear climate control, power driver seat, power 
windows front and rear, fog lights, alloy wheels and more. 
Finished in dark grey, only 39,500 kilometers. $21,995.

149
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2009 DODGE JOURNEY SXT AWD 
All-wheel-drive, V6 engine with 6 speed automatic 
transmission, power driver seat, fog lights and much 
more. Finished in deep cherry red. 96,800km. 
$13,995.

126
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$ 117
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2010 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SE
3.3 litre V6 engine, air conditioning, power 
windows/locks/mirrors, cruise control, 3rd row 
stow-n-go seating, one owner trade-in with only 
80,700 km. Finished in dark grey. $12,995.

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2009 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT 
Has full Stow-n-go with 2nd row bucket seats, power driver's 
seat, rear power window group, rear air conditioning and 
much more. Finished cashmere. 110,200 km. $11,995.

108
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

He added there’s no 
direct effect on local 
cattle farmers from this 
hopefully isolated case in 
Alberta. He said their cur-
rent status internationally 
is they would expect to see 
the odd case pop up from 
time to time until it’s fully 
eradicated.

“Right now it’s just a 
matter of the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency 
going through their inves-
tigation procedure and 
determining the point of 

infection and isolating 
any animals in theory that 
could have been infected 
and making sure none of 
them actually are infect-
ed,” Hill said. “There really 
should be no lasting effect 
other than it does make 
everybody a little nervous.”

To ensure the safety and 
stability of the beef market, 
especially after the mad 
cow disease cases damaged 
beef sales in 2003, Hill says 
they’ve enhanced their 
feed ban, which has been 
in place since 1997. They 
also have a testing pro-

gram in place where they 
test about 30,000 animals 
a year which are deemed  
high risk. That’s been done 
since 2004.

Beef and dairy farms 
make up 38 per cent of all 
farms in Waterloo Region.

“As an individual pro-
ducer the risk is minimal 
and really it’s just everyone 
following the rules. We’ll 
have the anomaly pop up 
every few years, there might 
be one or two cases at some 
point in time in the future 
until there’s complete eradi-
cation,” Hill said.

Bse: Past experience has the industry wary now
from | 14

It’s official, Welles-
ley will take part in the 
region’s newest bureau-
cratic institution. 

After much planning 
and plotting by the region’s 
batch of chief administra-
tive officers, including the 
since-retired Wellesley 
CAO Willis McLaughlin, 
the Waterloo Region Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration was finally up for 
approval by council.

And after some conster-

nation by Ward 3 Coun. Pe-
ter Van der Maas and Ward 
2 Coun. Herb Neher, council 
decided to go along with the 
plans at Tuesday evening’s 
committee meeting.

The idea is for the 
seven area municipali-
ties – Kitchener, Waterloo, 
Cambridge, Woolwich, 
Wellesley, North Dumfries 
and Wilmot – to pay into 
a corporation, which will 
look to advance the com-
mon economic goals of the 
whole group.

Now, Wellesley will 

have to cough up $5,000 
for 2015, $10,000 for 2016, 
$20,000 in 2017 and an-
other $20,000 in 2018. 

The costs, and the diffi-
culty in measuring potential 
benefits down the line, were 
a sticking point for Neher. 

 Mayor Joe Nowak took 
a strong stance in favour of 
the WREDC, arguing that 
economic growth across 
the region has spinoff ef-
fects in Wellesley.

In the end, council voted 
unanimously in favour of 
joining the fray. 

Wellesley opts in to WRED scheme
scott BaRBeR
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THE ARTS
on stage / live music

Heating things up at the Commercial
From new country and steel guitars to swing and bluegrass, the Maryhill venue has a range in store for music lovers

steve kannon

The distinctive sound 
of steel guitars. Blue-
grass. Western swing. New 
country. The Commercial 
Tavern in Maryhill is home 
to them all, as will be in 
evidence over the next few 
weeks.

Friday night, the venue 
welcomes Guelph’s Cor-
duroy Road, which mixes 
contemporary original 
tunes and traditional 
songs, with an emphasis 
on entertainment. The 
group – Reg Arthurs, An-
drea LeBlanc, Stephanie 
LeBlanc Grimm, Janna 
Pardy, Brian Ward, Craig 
Galbraith and Peter Turpin 
– brings an energy to their 
shows.

For Sunday afternoon, 
it’s The Men of Steel – five 
steel guitar players getting 
together to celebrate the 
distinctive sound of the 
instrument.

“They’re five of the top 
steel guys in Canada,” said 
Commercial Tavern owner 
Paul Weber, who’ll be play-
ing bass for the show.

“They’re all steel players 
that have been on the road 

– some of them are still 
out on the road – and they 
all have stories to tell,” he 
added. “It will be a great 
day filled with the music of 
the steel guitar.”

Doug Dietrich, Pee Wee 
Charles, Doug Johnson, 
Dale Rivard and Mike We-
ber take center stage. Fid-
dler Dan Howlett, drum-
mer Grant Heywood, We-
ber on bass and vocals, and 
Sister Sue will join the fun.  

Weber’s expecting 
a range of songs, 
including stuff 
from Buck Ow-
ens, Conway 
Twitty and 
George Strait, 
whose work 
features the 
steel guitar. 

It’s a tough 
instrument to 
master, and each of 
the players has spent 
years honing his craft.

“It’s an instrument that 
take a lot of dedication to 
get good at.”

Given their prowess, 
each of the five has worked 
with a wide variety of art-
ists over the years. They’ll 
be telling stories of their 

time on 
the road, 

the many art-
ists they’ve worked with 
and the recording sessions 
they’ve played on, he ex-
plained.

Most are no strangers to 
local country enthusiasts, 
and have taken to the stage 
in Maryhill on more than 
a few occasions. Pee Wee 

221 Katherine St. N., Winterbourne  |  519.664.0556

Breads
White,  multi grain,  whole 
wheat, cheese, raisin, 
dinner rolls, hot dog buns, 
hamburger buns, cinnamon buns, 
chelsea buns, cream buns

Pies
Blueberry, cherry, apple, peach, 
raspberry, strawberry, elderberry 

Apple dumplings, Meat Pies, 
Cookies, Tarts, Muffins

We can supply 
baked or frozen

• Our frozen yeast doughs require thawing 
prior to proofing and baking

• Frozen Pies dumplings cookies muffins and 
loaves should be baked without thawing

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.WHOLESALE & RETAIL 

INTRODUCING

Filox Systems 

226-808-6838Call Today!

*Call for details

www.iqrespiratory.com A+ BBB Rating!
Sales & Service for all makes of air filter devices for the home or office

FREE REVERSE OSMOSIS 
DRINKING SYSTEM INCLUDED*

25%
OFF

FarmH2o.com
Residential and Country

Removes  up to 1700 ppm iron.  
Including sulphates as well.
No more odors or staining .
Exclusive low pressure vortec tanks for wells.

PEROXIDE REPLACEMENT
$AVING YOU THOUSANDS!!

Iron Specialist Since 1995 in Rural Ontario

RESULTSGUARANTEED! 

Charles, for instance, is 
part of the Western Swing 
Authority. The award-win-
ning band, just this week 
down in Austin, Texas, 
plays at the Commercial 
Tavern every other Tues-
day – their next show is 
February 24. 

“That’s a real energetic 
show, with some really 
great players,” said Weber.

Nominated for “group 
of the year” and “roots 
artist of the year” at the 
2014 Canadian Country 
Music Awards (Shane Guse 
was named fiddle player 
of the year), the band just 
released its third album, 
Now Playing.

On the alternate weeks, 
there’s bluegrass music on 
Wednesday nights. Dan 

Howlett is part of the Com-
mercial Bluegrass Band, 
joined by Richard Dugal, Al 
Widmeyer, Ken Groomes 
and Glenn George.

“It’s a nice mix of tradi-
tional bluegrass, some of 
their own stuff and some 
country stuff that they’ve 
adapted to their sound.”

The band next appears 
March 4. That’ll be a busy 
month at the venue, in-
cluding tribute shows to 
Hank Williams and Merle 
Haggard.

“Like a lot of our stuff, 
those shows will be a light 
and easy day – some great 
musicians out having some 
fun with the music.”

The Men of Steel per-
form at 3 p.m. on Sunday 
(doors open at 2:30). 
Tickets are $20, available 
the day of the show at the 
venue, 1303 Maryhill Rd., 
or by calling 519-648-3644. 
For more information, visit 
www.commercialtavern.
ca. The weekday shows fea-
turing the Western Swing 
Authority and Commercial 
Bluegrass Band see doors 
open at 8 p.m. on their 
respective nights. Cover 
is $5.

The Western Swing Authority, which plays at the Commercial Tavern on alternate Tuesdays, includes 
guitarist Pee Wee Charles (inset), who’ll take the stage Sunday as part of The Men of Steel show.

Jalapeno, Herb or 
Regular Liverwurst

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from February 23rd – February 28th

Fresh Boneless

Store Made Store Made Deli Sliced

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

ea.
$14.00

Store Made

Peameal
Bacon

Pork Loin 
Chops

Beef & Pork Summer 
Sausage Chubs

Roasted Onion 
or Hunters Loaf

REG. PRICE
$4.49 /lb.

$3.79

REG. PRICE
$16 ea.

REG. PRICE
$4.49 lb.

$3.49

$4.99 REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

Store Made Our latest recipe calls 
for 2 cups of bacon, 1/4 
teaspoon of bacon & a 

dash of bacon!

$3.49
Reg. $4.79 SL
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E

Reg. $5.49

$3.99
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLInE:
thurSDAyS by 10Am

ADDrESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PhonE 519.669.5790  |  toLL FrEE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAx 519.669.5753  |  onLInE www.OBSERvERxTRA.cOM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 ExT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAy ADS
519.669.5790 ExT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

rESIDEntIAL CoSt
$7.50 /20 wORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

CommErCIAL CoSt
$12.00 /20 wORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACIng A CLASSIFIED WorD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5 p.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

OFFICE ASSISTANT
SOS Physiotherapy is a fast-paced, multi-disci-
plinary clinic opening in Elmira in April 2015. 

We’re looking for an office assistant with 
excellent communication skills, a pleasant 
personality and the ability to work independently 
(~30-35 hrs/week). 

Main duties: welcome clients, manage front 
desk for phone calls and walk-ins, book appoint-
ments and process payments. Daily tasks will 
also include basic upkeep and providing general 
assistance throughout the clinic. Additional 
responsibilities will involve assisting with basic 
marketing initiatives and newsletter editing. 
Proficiency in Word/Excel/PP and at least two 
years office assistant experience required. 
Salary to be discussed on interview. 

Please email your resume by February 27,2015 
to careers@sosphysiotherapy.ca.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

JOB OPENING: 

WOODWORKING 
CRAFTSMAN

Chervin Custom Woodworks Inc. is a leading 
manufacturer of high quality hotel furniture and 
custom kitchen cabinets located on the edge of 
Waterloo in the town of Hawkesville. They are 
in need of qualified woodworking machinist, 
assemblers and finishers. We are looking for 
individuals that have a keen interest in 
woodworking and craftsmanship skill and a 
strong desire to increase this skill. The successful 
candidate will also need to exhibit excellent 
interpersonal and team-building skills. 

To apply for this position please respond with 
your resume and references to  

humanresources@chervin.ca or call 
519-699-5661

HELP WANTED

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a custom furniture 
and kitchen cabinet manufacturing 

company located in Drayton. 

Due to continued growth we are looking 
to hire for the following positions

Cabinet Builder
Cabinet Installer

Experience is an asset but we are also 
willing to train the right individual. 

Please send your resume to 
laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 

519-638-5961 to set up an interview.
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HELP WANTED

LOOKING FOR 
A CHANGE 
OF PACE?

YOUR NEW 
JOB IS IN THE 

OBSERVER

Full time and part time 
positions available

Rosendale Farms and Waterloo Crop Service 
operate a local, independent agribusiness serving 
grain and livestock producers throughout parts of 
Waterloo, Wellington and Perth counties. Currently, 
we have a full-time position open for the Operations 
Manager position.

Main duties include:

• Helping to maintain a clean and safe workplace;

• Shipping and receiving of grain;

• Co-ordinating/dispatching trucks for grain and 
fertilizer;

• Communicating with customers to provide timely 
delivery of products and services

• Other tasks associated with the warehouse as 
well as health and safety training

Skills and assets required:

• Previous farm background or experience in feed, 
fertilizer or grain handling;

• Experience in shipping/receiving

• Good attitude and customer service focused

• Good communication skills

Please email resumes to info@rosendalefarms.com, 
fax to 519-578-5168 or deliver in person to        
544 Sawmill Rd, RR1 Waterloo.

Deadline for applications is March 12, 2015.

There are also several part-time/seasonal positions 
needed as well: DZ truck driver, general labour, �eld 
equipment operator.  Please email resumes to 
info@rosendalefarms.com, fax to 519-578-5168 or 
deliver in person to 544 Sawmill Rd, RR1 Waterloo.

Deadline for applications is March 12, 2015.

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, family 
owned and operated feed company serving livestock and 
poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

TRUCK DRIVER (DZ)
PART TIME

This part time position will involve safe operation of a 
bag unit or bulk hopper bottom unit on Saturdays and 
holidays.

The successful applicant will have

• A valid commercial driver’s license
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relationships with 

co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively with 

customers.
At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in providing 
the finest in quality feeds and service to our customers 
in the livestock and poultry industries. Therefore, a 
background in agriculture is considered an asset.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited

2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON N0B 1V0

Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all those who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

AZ-DZ Drivers WAnteD
We are looking for Drivers to join our team. Several positions are available 
including full time days, full time evenings and part time. Deliveries are 
throughout Ontario but you return home daily. Applicants must have a clean 
abstract, a strong customer service attitude and a willingness to load and 
deliver feed accurately and safely. The successful candidate will have 2 years 
driving experience, preferably with an AZ license. Attention to detail and 
good record keeping is important. 

To apply, drop off your resume specifying desired shift along with a copy of 
your driver’s abstract at our office or send it via email to recruiting@wfs.ca. 
Please respond no later than March 6, 2015.

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, and thank all 
applicants in advance. Accommodations are available  
during all stages of the recruitment process. 

HELP WANTED

Mennonite Cleaning lady 
required once a month in St. 
Jacobs. Contact 519-699-5691.

100% LOCAL
FOR SALE

Hilltop FabriCs is having 
their Spring Sale. Feb. 23 - 
Feb. 28th. 10% off storewide, 
open every day that week. 
519-595-4344.

Mow systeM For 120’ barn. 
Monkton area. Call 519-347-2629.

FARm 
EqUIPmENT

Jd 6125, 6150 Tractors & 
Bobcat S300 for rent. Avail-
able May 1/15 - Oct. 15/15. 
Daily, weekly, monthly 
prices. 519-591-1274.

WANTED

proFessional Couple 
seeking house rental in 
Elmira, St. Jacobs, St. Cle-
ments, Conestoga or area. 
Call 519-807-2922.

RENTALS

2 bedrooM baseMent apt. 
in quiet duplex. Clean, no 
smoking, no pets, laundry, 
$850 incl. Avail. April 1st. Call 
or text 519-574-6105.

REAL ESTATE

elMira Century HoMe for 
sale. Home is in great condi-
tion with many upgrades! 
Visit 101arthurstreetsouth.
weebly.com for details.

HEALTH CARE

bowen tHerapy your 
choice for effective treatment 
of specific health conditions 
or wellness maintenance. 
KEVIN BARTLEY, Professional 
Bowenwork Practitioner, 
Clock Tower Wellness Centre, 
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
519-669-0112. Every Body is 
Better with Bowen!

COmmERCIAL/
INDUSTRIAL 
FOR RENT

proFessional oFFiCe 625 
sq ft @ $11.00 per sq ft. 
available immediately. 
Unit has separate utility 
meters. Located on main 
street Elmira beside library. 
Has 3 phase hydro require 
for x-ray equipment. Call 
Mildred Frey to view direct 
519-741-6970 MLS1511458.

GARAGE 
SALES

indoor garage sale. Wool-
wich Memorial Centre, Sat. 
April 11. 7:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Vendors needed. 519-669-
6026. bbaechler@woolwich.ca  
www.woolwich.ca

FIND IT
IN THE OBSERVER
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deadline For FaMily albuM is wednesdays by 5pM

FAmILy ALBum

OBITuARyBIRTH NOTICE OBITuARySTAG & dOE

OBITuARy

Stag & Doe for
Brad Frey &

Shannon Koebel

8pm - 1am
Elmira Lions’ Hall, 

40 South St. West, Elmira
Tickets $10

Door Prizes, Raffle Draws, Games, Food & More

February 21, 2015

Contact Stephanie Koebel 519-573-3602 or
Jake Frey 519-503-5253 for tickets.

 Jase William Rudow

Excited Grandparents are Steve & Wendy 
Shantz, and John & Karen Rudow. 

Spoiling privileges go to Aunts Stephanie 
Shantz and Kara Rudow.

Born January 13, 2015 

Jessica and Jonathan Rudow are 
thrilled to announce the birth of

Ertel, Jerome “Buster”
Passed away unexpectedly on Wednes-
day, February 11, 2015 at the Hamilton 
General Hospital, at the age of 82 years. 
Buster Ertel was the beloved husband of 
Betty (Walter) Ertel of Elmira. Dear fa-
ther of Brian and Stephanie Ertel, Karen 
and Derek Doak, Stephen and Annette 
Ertel, Jennifer and Brad Van Manen. 
Much loved Papa of Kallie Doak; Justyn 
and Jordan Huehn, Owen Van Manen; 
Taylor and Ryan Ertel. Great Papa to 
great-granddaughter Malia. Lovingly 
remembered by his siblings Lorraine 
Leinhardt, Rita Klein, and Bob (Julie) 
Ertel, and by his many nieces and 
nephews. Predeceased by his sisters 
Betty (Graham) Southcote and Marga-
ret in childhood, brothers-in-law Fran-
cis Leinhardt and Stanley Klein. Buster 
drove transport for Listowel Transport 
Lines (LTL) for 36 years. Visitation for 
relatives and friends was held on Sun-
day, February 15, 2015 from 2-4 and 7-9 
p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. Parish prayers 
were offered at the funeral home on 
Sunday at 3 p.m. Mass of Christian 
Burial took place on Monday, February 
16, 2015 at 11 a.m. at St. Teresa of Avila 
RC Church, 19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira. 
Interment in Elmira Union Cemetery 
on Tuesday, February 17, 2015 at 11 a.m. 
As expressions of sympathy, donations 
can be made to Friends of Hockey or St. 
Mary’s Cardiac Care and would be ap-
preciated by the family.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Holman, Marie (Cunningham)
A life-long resident of Elmira died on 
Monday, February 16, 2015 at Chartwell 
LTC Residence, Elmira. Marie was 
born in Elmira on July 12, 1935. She is 
survived by her husband of 62 years 
Mel Holman; three children, Bryan 
(Kathy) Holman, Tracy (Clint Daniels) 
Holman, and Scott (Cheryl) Holman. 
Lovingly remembered by her grand-
children Christa (Jermain), Nicole; the 
late Justin, Jillian, Riley, Hilary; Bran-
don, Jamie, Madison; and by her six 
great-grandchildren. At Marie’s request 
cremation has taken place. There will 
be no funeral home visitation or funeral 
service. A family graveside service 
will be held at a later date. In Marie’s 
memory, donations to Grand River Re-
gional Cancer Centre or Chateau Gar-
dens Auxiliary would be appreciated 
as expressions of sympathy and may 
be obtained by calling the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira (519-669-2207).

God saw her getting tired,  
a cure was not to be,

So He wrapped her in His loving arms  
and whispered, “Come to me”.
She suffered much in silence,  

her spirit did not bend,
She faced her pain with courage,  

until the very end.
She tried so hard to stay with us,  

but her fight was not in vain,
God took her to His loving home  

and freed her from the pain.
A golden heart stopped beating,  

two working hands at rest,
God broke our hearts to prove to us  

He only takes the best.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com 

Martin, Mary (nee Bye)
After a courageous struggle with heart 
disease, Mary passed away on Monday, 
February 16, 2015 at Grand River Hospital. 
Mary at the age of 86 years, of Elmira 
formerly of Green Acre Park in Waterloo 
and RR 3, Wellesley, was the beloved wife 
of Ephraim Martin. Dear mother of Susan 
and Scott Metcalfe of Waterloo, Sandra 
and Tom Parkinson of Eramosa Town-
ship, and stepmother of Richard Martin 
and Jackie Roy of Breslau, Diane and 
Maynard Bauman of Listowel, Harold and 
Lynn Martin of RR 3, Wellesley, Robert and 
Heather Martin of RR 2, Petersburg, Bruce 
Martin and Pam Fehr of Waterloo. Loving 
grandmother of Christa and Todd Hebert, 
Lindsay Parkinson and Matt Carpentier, 
Katelin Parkinson and Tyler Robinson, 
Chris and Julie Perkes, Lisa Martin, Scott 
and Melanie Martin, Stephen and Shan-
non Martin, Michael Martin, Jamie-Lynn 
Martin, and Wesley Martin. Proud great-
grandma of Ashlyn and Jacob Hebert, Elle 
Perkes, Scarlett, Charlie and Ana Martin, 
and Hannah Martin. Sister of Jean Good-
win and Hilda Wright. Predeceased by 
her parents George and Margaret (Letson) 
Bye, brothers Bill and Murray Bye, and 
sister Eleanor Flannery.  The family will 
receive their relatives and friends at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., 
Elmira on Sunday, February 22, 2015 from 
1-5 p.m. A funeral service will be held in 
the funeral home chapel on Monday, 
February 23, 2015 at 11 a.m. Interment at 
Parkview Cemetery, Waterloo. In Mary’s 
memory, donations to St. Mary’s Hospital 
Cardiac Care would be appreciated as 
expressions of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Rode, George Adolph
Peacefully at the Guelph General Hos-
pital on Saturday, February 14, 2015 at 
the age of 81.  Born in Lavoy, Alberta, 
George was the son of late Adolph Albert 
Rode and Carrie Eileen Harmon Rode.  
Proud father of Linda Porter (Dave) of 
Elmira and Brenda Cowbrough (Kevin) 
of Guelph.  Cherished grandfather of 
Shawn Porter (Stephanie), Nicole Swee-
ney (Kenny),  and Cody Cowbrough.  
Great grandfather of Owen and Kieran.  
Dear uncle of Shirley Roelens (Homer) 
and Lori Demelo (John); great uncle of 
Amanda Robichaud (Marcel), Taylor 
Roelens, Jason Roelens (Stephanie); 
Devon Demelo and John Demelo; great 
great uncle of Parker Rose Robichaud.  
George will be fondly remembered 
by his companion Jo-Anne Angle and 
her family as well as his brother and 
sister in-law George and Joan Taylor of 
Magrath, Alberta.  Predeceased by his 
loving wife of 53 years, Marie Rode (nee 
Taylor) (2010), his granddaughter Ali-
son Cowbrough and sister and brother 
in-law Jean and Jake Parent.   George 
was involved his entire working life 
around the import, wholesale, market-
ing of agricultural and light industrial 
equipment and held many positions in 
same, beginning in Alberta in 1954 and 
transferred to Ontario in 1971 where he 
spent the balance of his working life 
and retirement.   Special thank you to 
Dr. Karl for your extraordinary compas-
sion;  the wonderful support staff at the 
Village of Arbor Trails; and the doctors, 
nurses and support staff at the Guelph 
General Hospital.

Friends called at the GILCHRIST 
CHAPEL – McIntyre & Wilkie Funeral 
Home, One Delhi Street, Guelph, 
Thursday, February 19th from 10:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon.  Funeral service 
followed in the funeral home chapel at 
12:00 noon.   Reception in the Trillium 
Room of the funeral home.  Private 
family interment at  Woodlawn Memo-
rial Park.  In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions to Trinity United 
Church-Accessibility Fund, Heart and 
Stroke Foundation, or Canadian Cancer 
Society-Ontario Cancer Fund would be 
appreciated. We invite you to leave your 
condolences and donations online at:  

www.gi lchr istchapel .com

OBITuARy

dEATH NOTICES

denton, sCott | Passed away peacefully at The Village 
Manor, St. Jacobs on Saturday, February 14, 2015, at the 
age of 86 years after a brief battle with lung cancer.

erb, Mabel | Passed away on Thursday, February 12, 2015 at 
K-W Health Centre, Freeport Hospital. Mabel resided in New 
Hamburg and was born 85 years ago in Wilmot Township. 
Local relatives are her son Tony and Cindy Erb of Elmira. 

MCClure, elizabetH (betH) | Jean McClure passed away 
at Rideau Park Personal Care Home in Brandon, MB on 
Wednesday, February 4, 2015 at the age of 92 years. 

stroH, Harry | After a long and stoic battle with illness, 
Harry passed away at his home in Elmira on Monday, 
February 16, 2015, at the age of 94 years.

wagner, Harold (rusty) | Passed away peacefully on Saturday, 
February 14, 2015, at Stratford General Hospital. Harold resided 
in New Hamburg and was born 84 years ago in Wellesley. 

plaCe a FaMily albuM notiCe! Call: 519-669-5790  or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

mAKE YOUR OWN 

HEADLINES  
IN THE COMMUNITY.

THE OBSERVER FAmILy ALBum IS 
HERE TO SHARE yOuR FAmILy NEwS.
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WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

WE FIX
SLIPPERY

WHEN WET

BATHTUBS, CERAMIC AND 
PORCELAIN TILE BRICK, 
TERRAZZO AND OTHER 
SURFACES GUARANTEED, 
INVISIBLE, AND COST EFFECTIVE

For more info email noslipperyfloors@gmail.com
or call 519-588-7413 | theredwolfcompany.com

Propellant 49
The best ice and snow 
melter on the Planet. 

Safe for trees and 
plants, will not rust, 

corrode or stain. 
No residue. Continues 
past -50°C and keeps 
melting 36 hours after 

being applied.

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOmOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBSERVER SERVICE dIRECTORy

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396
www.biobobs.com

$275.00/pump
OUT
+H.S.T.

(1800 Gallon Residential)
Not valid with any other
special offers or coupons.

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

HOmE ImPROVEmENTS SERVICES

HOmE ImPROVEmENTS SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

S
PA

C
E

F
O

R
 R

E
N

T

AT YOUR SERVICE.
Advertise your business services in our directory.  

Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 
Call donna at 519.669.5790 ext 104.

we specialize in getting the word out! 
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.

Call someone you 
can trust.

Call Cindy.

PRINTING | mAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE dIRECTORy

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call Jeff Basler, Owner/Operator, today 519.669.9081 
mobile: 519.505.0985 | fax: 519.669.9819 | ever-green@sympatico.ca

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• Lawn Mowing Packages
• Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping

• Top Dressing/Overseeding
• Mulch Delivery & Installation

• Commercial & Residential Full Flower 
Bed Maintenance

• Snow Plowing & Ice Control
• Tractor Snowblowing

OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

For digging through frozen ground! 
• Trenching
• Excavating
• Back fill compaction plate
• Laneway sanding available

INTRODUCING OUR PIC BUCKET
Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  

Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 
Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOmE ImPROVEmENT SERVICES

HOmE ImPROVEmENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

Contact us for your 
Mail House 

 

CANADA POST EXPERT!
is an authorized

 

• Mail preparation • Sorting

• List Cleansing • Inserting

• Stamping • Tracking

Because we’re excited with our role as a CANADA POST EXPERT,  
 we are offering you an AMAZING DEAL! 

4”x6” full colour 2 sided postcard
Unaddressed Admail
Minimum order of 1,000 pieces
**Plus  1¢ extra for transportation to designated RVU

*All you need to do is pay M&T’s 
Unaddressed Admail rate of 16¢ per piece. PRINTING IS FREE!16each

¢**
907 Frederick St.    KITCHENER    T 519-571-0101

265 Weber St. N.    WATERLOO    T 519-886-6800

21 Malcolm Rd.       GUELPH          T 519-836-4441

125 Sheldon Dr.      CAMBRIDGE   T 519-621-6611

 
M&T Printing Group will:

4”x6” 
POSTCARDS 

PRINTED

www.mtprint.com

Offices also in London and Brantford

YOUR
POSTCARDPRINTER

• Product Fulfillment

FREE
*

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira
Serving the community for 25 years

Custom Window
Coverings

Latest Styles
of

Window Blinds
and

Custom Drapery

At competitive pricing

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

226-868-8131
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Domestic &
   Exotic Woods
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

bUYINg? SELLINg?
 Or jUST LOOkINg?

FIND YOUR DREAm HOmE 
IN THE #1 COmmuNITy NEwSPAPER IN ONTARIO

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

A DONATION will be made with every 
home bought or sold by Alli, Paul or Sue.

FEATURED LISTINGS

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

HOME EVALUATION.

FREECall today 
and book a

Thinking About Selling?

Elmira - This 2 + 1 bedroom bungalow has a double car garage 
with ample parking in the double wide driveway, with entrance into 
the house from the garage. This eat in kitchen has a walk out to the 
beautiful back yard boasting an in-ground pool with new liner, 
pump, filter, and blanket. Have formal dinners in the separate dining 
room, and enjoy the ease of main floor laundry as well as a main 
floor master bedroom with a walk in closet, and ensuite bathroom. 
This home is a must see. Call for a viewing today! MLS 1512120.

Drayton - Located on 6 acres this extraordinary home is 
nestled in picturesque scenery. Featuring: Private lane, 
1500 sqft, (30ft x 50ft) workshop with 60amp service, 
and 1600sqft home. Finished top to bottom with an open 
layout this rare find is extremely well kept. MLS 1442024.

PRIVATE HAVEN!
$649,000$649,000

$459,000$459,000
QUIET CRESCENT

Elmira - With a 2000 sq foot office space, a 1 bedroom 
unit, and 2 bedroom unit, this downtown property could 
be your ideal investment! MLS 1442236.

STORE FRONT IN ELMIRA
$549,000$549,000

St. Jacobs - This 2 bedroom home is right in the heart of 
town, close to down town shopping. Large kitchen featuring 
pine ceiling, oak cupboards & walk out to patio, perfect for 
entertaining. Beautiful main bath is equipped w/skylight & 
water jet tub. Call today to book a viewing. MLS 1437697.

$289,000$289,000
IN THE HEART OF TOWN Elmira - This 3 bedroom bungalow is situated on a quiet street 

close to the park and public school. Cozy up to the wood burning 
fireplace in the rec room or BBQ with friends on the patio in the 
large back yard. This home includes an updated kitchen, central 
air, central vac, fridge, stove, dishwasher, microwave, washer 
and dryer. Ready for you to move in and relax. MLS 1444078.

$309,900$309,900
BUNGALOW, GREAT YARD

Elmira - This very well maintained triplex has been freshly painted and is ready for new renters. 
All 3 units are equipped with separate hydro and water meters and come with fridge, stove, 
washer and dryer. Unit #1: 2 bedrooms with baseboard electrical heat. Unit #2: 1 bedroom with 
separate gas meter. Unit #3: 3 bedrooms with a 26 x 16 garage, separate gas meter and 
dishwasher. This is a must see for investors and home owners alike. MLS 1441079 & 1441072.

$474,500$474,500
READY TO RENT

Elmira - Charming Victorian style older home. Large fenced 
treed lot in central location. Natural original wood trim 
throughout. Pine & Oak floors. Maple floor in country 
kitchen. Finished attic with skylights for natural light. You 
won't want to miss this! MLS 1514389.

$269,900$269,900
CENTURY HOME CHARM

Elmira - Make yourself at home in this 2 + 1 bedroom bungalow. The master bedroom boasts 
2 closets in the dressing area into the ensuite bath. With wet bar, games area, and a projector 
included, this rec room was made for entertaining or simply relaxing. MLS 1514312.

$475,000$475,000
OPEN CONCEPT BUNGALOW

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

Your referrals are appreciated!

ELMIRA CENTURY HOME! Many beautiful 
features in this 1888 home including 10’ 
ceilings main floor and 11’ ceilings on the 
second floor, original front door, pine flooring, 
nice foyer and staircase, two bathrooms, hot 
water heating. and stainless steel appliances. 
Unique detached double carport and beautiful 
exterior trim. MLS $469,900. Call Bert to view.

LEASE SPACE in busy plaza, 
three units in the “Professional 
Centre”, 145 s/f, 200 s/f & 856 s/f. 
Adjacent to the former Perks 
Coffee shop, 2639 s/f can be 
divided into smaller units. Owner 
is willing to help with renovations. 
MLS. Call Bert to view.

FREE Market Evaluation
FREE

Call for details:
519-503-2753

HOME
EVALUATION

519-579-4110
sold@clickthathouse.com

TEAM

Warren McNeil - Sales Rep. | Melanie McNeil - Sales Rep. 

TWIN CITY REALTY INC.
BROKERAGE

OFFICE

Better than new! Immaculate, 3 b/r, 3 
bath, Elmira Home. Open concept 
layout, great room w/gas firplace, 
gleaming hardwood floors & vaulted 
ceiling. Spacious kitchen w/ceramic 
tile, black appliances (included), 
abundance of cabinets, blanco sink 
and dinette with walkout to 
incredible, new deck and fenced 
yard. Upstairs features new flooring, 
3 good sized bedrooms, huge master 
suite w/ walk-in closet and updated 
ensuite with glass shower and 
corner tub. Shows A+++!

$444,500
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FOR 
OPTImUm 

ADVERTISING 
RESULTS…

THE ObSErVEr.

519.669.5790
www.observerxtra.com

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

226-818-5311 | verdonehomes.com

Visit our Model Home at:

42 Bedell Drive, Drayton
Mon & Tues. 1-7pm | Sat. & Sun. 1-4:30pm | or by appointment

Single Family

CUSTOM QUALITY

Starting
from $350,900

Building in Drayton where homes are a�ordable

THANK YOU

90 Earl Martin Dr.,
Unit 4, Elmira   N3B 3L4

Bus: 519-669-3192
Fax: 519-669-3322

Elmira Real Estate Services
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED, BROKERAGE

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER OF RECORD

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

to everyone for a fun filled 
Family Day free skate.
  We also raised $120 for the 
     Royal Lepage Shelter Foundation 
                         in support of 
             Woolwich Community Services.

GRAND 
TWO STOREY 
$899,000 DRAYTON 
3800 SQ.FT Fieldstone 
home, 9’ ceilings, 5 bdrms, 
5 baths, hardwood, pine 
kitchen with granite, 2 
acres, barn & pond. MLS.

1985 SQ.FT HOME
$354,900 ELMIRA 
Spacious & inviting, 
cathedral ceiling, hardwood 
& ceramic flrs, gas FP, 
walkout to deck, fenced 
yd & shed, ensuite. dbl 
driveway. MLS.

1949 SQ.FT 
BUNGALOW
$604,900 LINWOOD 1 
ACRE property backing onto 
countryside, Custom built, 
finished top to bottom, 
executive features, triple 
car garage. MLS.

LARGE SHOP
$299,900 DRAYTON Solid 
bungalow on large lot with 
detached shop w/hydro, 
double garage & driveway, 
sunroom addition w/gas 
fireplace. MLS.

UPSCALE BUNGALOW TOWNHOMES
Priced From $322,900 − This 2nd phase 
is well underway, 3 bungalows and 2 
bungalow lofts available, beautifully 
appointed, double car garage, 
hardwood/ceramic, gas FP, main floor 
master & laundry.  EXCLUSIVE

4 BEDROOM HOME
$379,900 DRAYTON 
2121 SQ.FT, oak kitchen 
w/granite counters, 
appliances included, 
walkout to deck, fenced 
yd & shed, main flr 
laundry, c/air. MLS.

BONUS $10,000 in FREE UPGRADES! until  February 28th, 2015

OPEN HOUSE  |  168 Ridgeview Dr., Drayton
Saturday, Feb. 21st & Sunday, Feb. 22nd, 1-3pmDRAYTON RIDGE NEW PRICE!

Brokerage

R.W. ThuR  
Real esTaTe lTd.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com
519-669-2772JulIe

heCKeNdORN
Broker

res: 519.669.8629

TRaCeY
WIllIaMs

Sales rep.
Cell: 519.505.0627

BRad MaRTIN
Broker of record,
MVa residential

res: 519.669.1068

Spring iS juSt around the corner … we have buyerS waiting! CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

Let our 50+ yearS oF eXperience worK For you!

AttrActive ‘fAmily home’ nestled in the trees. FOUR 
bedrooms. Lots of updates – shingles, siding, windows, 
furnace, CAC, most flooring, updated rec. room/games 
rm. Spacious kitchen + Dining room. 2 decks (hot tub). 
Wrought iron fence surrounds the lovely in ground pool. 
Parking for 6-8 vehicles! NEW EXCLUSIVE.

$539,000

NEW LISTING

5 BeDroomS – in Quaint Village of Linwood! Large lot 
– 66 x 165 feet, right in town. Main master bdrm AND 4 
bdrms upstairs. Separate L/R and D/R. Large kitchen PLUS 
office/pantry. Updated flooring, doors, windows and kitch-
en. New hot water heater (owned). Sliders from kitchen 
open to deck and large back yard. NEW MLS

$249,999

NEW LISTING

SPotleSS 4 level backsplit offers an eat-in kitchen open to 
spacious lower level family room w/large windows, gas fire-
place & bar. Formal LR/DR. 3 bdrms. 2 baths. Mature trees in 
deep back yard. Well maintained. Concrete driveway. MLS.

$399,000

Great Rates 
for 1st & 2nd 
Mortgages
Contact Pat for details!

Pat Crisostomo

519-741-7125
pat.crisostomo@excelmortgage.ca

Mortgage Agent, M09001859

Each VERICO Broker is an
Independent Owner Operator. FSCO License# 11621

CANADA’S TRUSTED MORTGAGE EXPERTS

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 17 Church St. W., Elmira • 519.669.1544 (Business)

519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

Drayton Ridge | $364,900 
The Brighton lll model, by Verdone Homes is one of many exciting models to be 
built. This two storey home boasts 1730 sq ft of open concept with main floor 
great room and 3 generous bedrooms upstairs with custom features. Various 
prices and options available. MLS Call Dale, to have the best selection.

Worth a Look | Drayton | $489,000
For her - large 1/2 acre in town property with renovated 4 bdrm, 3 bth home, 
large front porch and rear deck, attached dble garage. For him - a detached 
dream workshop 2400 sq ft, chain hoist, hydraulic lift, air compressor and 
lines, insulated and heated, room for ALL your toys. MLS Call Dale.

Drayton | $359,000
A lot of house for the money. Large 4+1 bedroom, with walk-out finished 
basement, huge master and ensuite, separate detached  insulated and wired 
workshop, above ground pool, large fenced yard and more.  MLS Call Dale.

Compare | $419,000
Custom built bungalow on a large lot. Covered deck, 3 gas fireplaces, vaulted 
and coffered ceilings, wired for sound, hard wood and ceramic flooring, granite 
counters,  arches, pillars, and much more. MLS Call Dale.

Country | NEW PRICE | $419,000
Almost 3 acres with a bush and fully fenced pond. On a paved road central to 
Harriston, Mount Forest, Kenilworth, Drayton. Custom built bungalow with 
impressive front entrance, high ceilings, fireplace, loads of windows, 2 walk 
outs to huge back deck, walk up from basement and more. A great place to 
raise a family. MLS Call Dale.

Take A Look Drayton | $319,000
Spacious open concept raised bungalow with cathedral ceiling, bright newer 
windows, a bright wide open rec. room, and many recent updates. Steps to 
school, medical centre, library, groceries, fitness gym. Fully fenced yard and 
walkout to deck. MLS. Call Dale. 

Opportunity Elmira | $350,000 
Commercial building, great exposure from 2 main streets, Arthur and Church, 
retail on main floor and large 2 bdrm upstairs. Upgraded and renovated 2011. 
Both up and down currently rented. MLS Call Dale.
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LIVING HERE

Being able to buy fresh 
eggs from a farm is a privi-
lege for anyone willing to 
make the effort. Drive on a 
country road and watch for 
handmade signs that say 
Fresh Eggs for Sale, No Sun-
day Sale. I have been doing 
this for years and would 
not consider buying eggs 
at the grocery store – some 
of those eggs looking more 
like they came from a facto-
ry instead of real chickens.

I am partial to brown eggs, 
although I can’t really give 
you a real reason for that. 
The shell is thicker, the 
yolk a nice orange colour 
and more plump, and they 
look nicer than white eggs. 
So that’s why. They are 
more appealing to the eye.

I love eggs. It does not 
matter how they are cooked. 
I eat them for breakfast, 
lunch and, sometimes, din-
ner. What is a cook to do? Af-
ter cooking all day, nothing 
whets my appetite so I have 
two brown eggs over easy on 
toast. Perfection.

Recently I was picking 
up eggs at a neighbour’s 
three-generation farm and 
the Doddy (Grandpa) was 
bringing these darling little 
pullet eggs to the cooler. 
He told me there was a lady 
there to get eggs and she 
said to him, “Why did you 
get different eggs?” And 
the Doddy said, “We didn’t 
get different eggs, we got 
different chickens.”

Versatile 
eggs work 
for any meal 
of the day

chef’s table | 27exhibit | 25

SCOTT BARBER

For decades, St. Ja-
cobs-based photographer 
David Hunsberger chroni-
cled the people and places 
of Waterloo Region through 
the lens of a camera. 

Coming from a Men-
nonite background, much 
of his work focused on the 
old-order community, a 
subject seldom captured 
because of their aversion to 
being photographed. 

“For 40 years, David 
Hunsberger’s camera was 
present at special occa-
sions and ordinary days 

in the lives of Waterloo 
Region Mennonites,” said 
Laureen Harder-Gissing, 
an archivist with the 
University of Waterloo’s 
Conrad Grebel University 
College (CGUC). “His love 
of his craft and of his sub-
jects comes through in 
every frame. His collection 
continues to be a source of 
discovery and delight for 
anyone seeking a window 
into our shared local his-
tory.”

After David passed away 
in 2005, the Hunsberger 
family donated some 5,700 
of his photographs to the 

Mennonite Archives of 
Ontario. 

Now, the collection is 
being shared with the pub-
lic at Grebel in an exhibit 
called “Taking Commu-
nity from the Farm to the 
World,” held at its Waterloo 
campus through April. 

A collaboration between 
CGUC, the Mennonite 
Archives of Ontario, the 
Institute of Anabaptist 
Mennonite Studies and 
the Hunsberger family, the 
gallery provides a unique 
glimpse at Mennonite life 
in the region through the 
20th century. 

“Photographs are a 
moment frozen in time,” 
Harder-Gissing said. “And 
because of the eye that 
(Hunsberger) had, I think 
they are still very relatable 
today; we can still look at 
his photographs and find 
connections into this other 
world and find connections 
into the past. The other 
thing too, is because he 
was a photographer here in 
this area and the exhibit is 
here in the region, people 
might see themselves in 
these pictures, literally. In 
fact we’ve had a couple of 
instances of that already 

and that’s the fun  part, to 
find out the stories within 
the stories in these photo-
graphs.”

The son of Noah, a min-
ister at the Erb Street Men-
nonite Church for many 
years, and Minnie Huns-
berger, David was born in 
1928 in Kitchener. When he 
was 14 years old, the family 
moved to St. Jacobs, where 
he would spend the next 
55 years, marrying Kath-
erine Nafziger in 1956 and 
raising three sons and one 
daughter. 

chef’s table/    
Donna GinGrich

RECIPE
NOTES

20 Oriole Parkway E., 
Elmira, ON

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084
info@leroysautocare.net

www.leroysautocare.net

Tip of the Week
The extreme cold weather of our Canadian winters 
puts a lot of stress on your battery, particularly if you 
park your vehicle outdoors. Being proactive and having 
your battery checked regularly means that you’ll be 
able to replace your battery at your convenience, 
instead of in a rushed or emergency situation. At 
Leroy’s, your battery is checked on every service to 
prevent it from dying unexpectedly. – Lewis 

heritaGe / chroniclinG a place anD time

New exhibit puts on display four 
decades of pictures taken by St. Jacobs 
photographer David Hunsberger

Mennonites 
through the 
camera’s lens

Much of David Hunsberger’s vast portfolio of photography will be on display at the Conrad Grebel Waterloo campus through April 30. Inset, Simeon and Sylvanus Martin (front) on their family farm in Woolwich Township.  [Submitted]
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR e-mail: ads@woolwichobserver.com

submit an event The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES Of fAITh | A DIRECTORY Of LOCAL hOUSES Of wORShIP whEELChAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SChOOL

hEARINg
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

februarY 21

Elmira lEgion, Jimmy g’s Hypnotic Comedy show & 
dinner. Dinner at 7 p.m., show at 8 p.m.; $35/person. 

februarY 23

sEniors lunch club at noon (doors open at 11:30 
a.m.). Woolwich Memorial Centre, 24 Snyder Ave. 
S., Elmira (community room). Cost $6. Join us for a 
noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call Community 
Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 for more info.

among FriEnds is a new group developed by 
Woolwich Community Health Centre for women who 
have experienced the death of a partner. Supports 
and friendships will be developed over coffee, tea and 
dessert at Schmidtsville Restaurant, 3685 Nafziger Rd., 
Wellesley at 2 p.m. Call group facilitator Lorraine Weber, 
hospice coordinator at WCHC at 519-664-3794, ext. 229 
for more info. This group plans to meet monthly on the 
first Wednesday of every month, September to June at 
Schmidtsville Restaurant. 

februarY 24

bingo - EvEry tuEsday, upstairs at the St. Clements 
Community Centre, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the 
Paradise & District Lions Club. All welcome.  For more 
information contact Joe Brick at 519-699-4022.

februarY 25

sEniors community dining at noon (doors open at 
11:30 a.m. ). Linwood Community Centre, 5279 Ament 
Line, Linwood. Cost $11. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noonday meal, 

fellowship and entertainment. Call Community Care 
Concepts at 519-664-1900 or toll free 1-855-664-1900 
for more info. 

februarY 26

thE lions club oF Elmira Bingo – 7 p.m. at Elmira 
Lions Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All proceeds go to 
support the many projects of the Lions Club of Elmira. 
For more information call 519-572-2669.

februarY 28

WEllington county Farm and Home Safety 
Association complementary pancake breakfast. 
Breakfast will be served from 9-11:45 a.m. at the Alma 
Community Centre, Alma. For more information call 
Walter Grose at 519-846-5329.

march 5

thE lions club oF Elmira Bingo – 7 p.m. at Elmira 
Lions Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All proceeds go to 
support the many projects of the Lions Club of Elmira. 
For more information call 519-572-2669.

march 6

World day oF PrayEr 2015 at St. Teresa of Avila 
Church, Flamingo Drive, Elmira at 7:30 p.m. World 
Day of Prayer is a worldwide movement of Christian 
women of many traditions who come together 
on the first Friday of March each year to observe a 
common day of prayer. All churches welcome. For 
more information 519-669-3387.

thE Kids2Kids dancE 6:30 p.m., Woolwich 
Community Centre, 31 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. The 
Kids2Kids Dance is a fun and safe DJ’ed dance for kids 
in Grades 5-8. Tickets $5 at the door, 6:30-10 p.m. For 
more information email k2k@stjaocbslions.org.

march 7

camEron hEights collEgiatE sWing dance 
fundraiser. At 6 p.m. the Cameron Music Parent 
Association will host an evening of band music, swing 
dancing, silent auction and gourmet desserts. All funds 
raised will go toward helping students in financial need 
participate in music program retreats and international 
trips. Tickets $20 for adults, $10 for students. For 
information www.cameronheights.com/swingdance.

WoolWich community lions PrEsEnts 
“Woodstock,” Lions Hall, Elmira, 8 p.m. - 1 a.m. 
Two live bands - Hwy 19 - One Eyed Jack & the Fog 
Duckers. Come out and join the fun, dress for the 
era. Lunch. Tickets $15 pp 19+ yrs. Tickets available 
from any WCLC member, downtown at FB & Me, The 
Window Box, W.C. Brown Mens Wear or call 519-669-
1258. Proceeds to community betterment.

march 12

nEW horizons WElcomEs all zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Enjoy coffee or tea and a  delicious snack. 
Speaker: Judy Brisson - from the Wild Flower Association 
in Guelph - Flowers in the Wild. Be inspired and socialize. 
$2 per person; 10-11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre. For more information call Joan Haid at  
519-648-2742 or email at jehaid@explorenet.ca. 

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch
Proclaiming Christ through 

Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Sunday School 9:45am
Worship Service 11:00am

Hopping Thursdays
7-8:30pm

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM @ Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.
 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, February 22, 2015
9:15 & 11:00 AM

Series: 

Trending
#SufferingChallenging questions. 

Honest conversations.

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Sun., Feb. 22nd

11:00 am

Matt RobinsonDiscovering God Together

For Such a Time 
as This

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

First Sunday 
of Lent

“Second Chances”

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

makingfaithlive.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:45am 

519.669.5030 

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.
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Sophia: Blood Transfusion
Sunday 6:30am

Give Blood …  
to save lives.

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

elmira blood donor clinic

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

23B First Street East, 
Elmira  

PLEIN 
DISPOSAL

519-669-5136

22 Church St. W • 519-669-5353

Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches 
Donuts •Pies • Muffins 

Bread • Cookies
Mon. to Sat. 6 am - 5:30 pm • Closed Sunday

Home Baking
Light Lunches

Breakfast

FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED
Finest in feeds and service for over 50 years!FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED

Finest in feeds and service for over 50 years!

Bus 519.669.5478 • Toll Free 1.800.265.6126
www.ffmltd.com

1025 Alfred St., Linwood • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

 60 First St. E., Elmira  l  519.669.1332 

www.ccc-group.com
 

Sulphur Products

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

This elmira blood donor clinic announcement is brought 
to you by these community-minded businesses

The Next Elmira Clinic: Friday, February 27th 2015
 
 

from 3:00pm - 8:00pm at Lion's Hall, Elmira

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.bloodservices.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

ExhIBIT: Decades of work by St. Jacobs photographer paints a picture of local Mennonite life
from | 23

As a professional photog-
rapher, Hunsberger shot 
family portraits, weddings, 
special events like barn-
raisings as well as commer-
cial pictures. 

Self-taught, Hunsberger 
is recognized for his ability 
to make his subjects feel at 
ease, lending to more natu-
ral looking images.

“It is important to note 
that these photographs 
were taken during a time of 
transition for Mennonites 
in Ontario; a time when 
more and more Menno-
nites pursued their voca-
tional callings in towns 
and cities,” said Michelle 
Jackett, an instructor of 
peace and conflict studies 
at CGUC. “This was also a 
time when new institutions 
such as Conrad Grebel 
University College and the 
Mennonite Savings and 
Credit Union were first en-
visioned, and a time when 
there was a new awareness 
of the diversity of the glob-
al Mennonite church com-
munity. … His years as a 
professional photographer 
coincided with many de-
bates among Mennonites 
as to what was appropriate 
for Mennonite dress, and 
what sort of technology 
was acceptable in Menno-

nite homes.”
The exhibit is comprised 

of three parts, Jackett 
said. “In the Mennonite 
Archives of Ontario gallery 
(third floor), David Hun-
sberger’s photographs of 
transitional moments in 
Ontario Mennonite life are 
complimented with com-
mentary from Sam Stein-
er’s new book, In Search 
of Promised Lands. In the 
Milton Good Library (third 
floor), the archives exhibit 
continues in the display 
cases beside the circula-
tion desk and Hunsberger’s 
book, Barn Raising, is 
available. In the Grebel 
Gallery (fourth floor), high 
quality prints of photo-
graphs are displayed on 
themes of peace and com-
munity.”

The exhibit of Taking 
the Community from the 
Farm to the World runs 
through April 30 at the 
Conrad Grebel building on 
the University of Waterloo 
campus. The gallery is free 
of charge, open Monday 
to Thursday from 8:30 
a.m. to 10 p.m., Fridays 
from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 1 to 5 
p.m. A reception is being 
held February 27 at 7 p.m. 
to celebrate the opening; 
the public is welcome to 
attend.

Clockwise: A barn-raising, a horse and buggy on Church Street in Elmira, 
a woman draws a crowd at the Elmira fall fair and a group gathers for a 
pig sale in Elmira.  [Submitted]
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across
1. Masters
6. Mutilate
10. Catch
15. Promotion
16. ___ sauce
17. Icelandic epic
18. Run off to the chapel
19. Anita Brookner’s 
“Hotel du ___”
21. “A Chorus Line” 
number
23. “___ the fields we 
go”
24. To be
25. Associate in Nursing
26. “Give it ___!”
27. Strikebreaker
29. Gray, in a way
31. Expressing a point 
in time
33. Gossip, slangily
35. “Miss ___ Regrets”
37. Vapidly
39. Solfa syllable

40. Clobber
42. Not in any degree or 
manner
43. Twangy, as a voice
44. Heaved up
45. Engage in
46. Before noon
47. Crime boss
50. Andean animal
52. Dorothy Parker quality
53. “Malcolm X” director
54. Liveliness
55. Poetic foot
56. Game pieces
57. Contents of some 
barrels
58. An editable, col-
laborative website
59. Used to express 
surprise
60. Sweater material
61. To face with masonry, 
wood, etc.
62. Canceled
65. Vixen

66. ___-American
67. Inch
68. ___ fruit
70. Pepsi, e.g.
71. Paradoxical anecdote 
that has no solution
doWn
1. Coleslaws
2. Slowly, to a conductor
3. Equals
4. Hisses
5. Passing out
6. Myalgic encephalo-
myelitis
7. Big deal
8. “I had no ___!”
9. Scholia
10. “Fantasy Island” prop
11. Farmer’s calendar
12. Toronto’s nickname
13. Bean counter, for short
14. American Revolution-
ary leader
20. Comedian Bill, 
informally

22. “Have some”
28. Holding fast
30. Canine’s coat
32. Financial centre of 
Israel
34. Atomic weapon
36. Lampblack
38. To the same degree
41. Egg cells
44. ___ and cheese
48. Toll road
49. Bypass
50. Describe
51. Terminate
52. Cyst
56. Slang for mother
57. Operating room
58. Plural of “I”
63. Big ape
64. Resident of Oxford
66. Out of control
69. Baby’s first word, 
maybe

Ghana, West Africa

A group of staff from People Care, a local 
long term care organization and MEDA 
(Mennonite Economic Development 
Association) visited a women’s soy bean 
project supported by MEDA in northern 
Ghana. They also stopped by the 
Canadian Embassy to discuss the project 
with the High Commissioner and pose 
with their Observer.

location

caption

Flying blind is such a matter of course that pilots don’t need windows

Q. There are weird 
facts, amazing facts and 
whimsical facts. But 
can you give us just “the 
bear facts,” please?
a. Teddy bears were 
named after President 
Theodore Roosevelt 
(1901-1909), first called 
“Teddy’s” bears, according 
to National Geographic’s 
“5,000 Awesome Facts 
(About Everything!)” 

U.S President Thomas 
Jefferson (1801-1809) kept 
two grizzly bears as pets in 
a cage at the White House.

“Smokey Bear” was 
originally called “Hot Foot 
Teddy.”

“To fatten up in the 
fall before it hibernates, 
a brown bear may eat as 
much as 90 pounds of 
food a day. That’s like eat-
ing 340 bananas!”

When bears hibernate, 
they don’t even wake up to 
go to the bathroom – “for 
months on end.”

Then there are speedy 
grizzlies, running up to 30 
miles an hour–faster than 
a horse.

Polar bears have no nat-
ural enemies. When a po-
lar bear and a grizzly bear 
mate, the baby is called a 
“Grolar bear” or a “Pizzle.”

A newborn panda cub is 
the same size and weight 
as an ice cream sandwich.

Finally, bear in mind 
that “most of the world’s 
bear species are in danger 
of becoming extinct.”

Q. On your flight from 
London to Sydney, your 
pilot announces she’ll 
be “flying blind,” that is, 
without looking out the 
windows. How worried 
should you be?
a. Surprising to most 
people, pilots don’t gener-
ally need windows to fly a 
plane, says Martin Powell 
of Monarch Airlines of the 
United Kingdom, in “New 
Scientist” magazine. The 
climb, cruise, descent and 
sometimes actual land-
ing can be done “blind,” 
using complex monitoring 
equipment.  Weather radar 
allows pilots to avoid storm 
cells and generally at typi-
cal altitudes no cloud is 
thick enough to obscure 
“cumulogranite” in the 
flight path (what pilots call 
mountains). At times, lim-

ited forward visibility – for 
example, due to fog – may 
require special ground 
equipment and operation-
al procedures. 

But “all civil aircraft 
take-offs are done visually 
and manually, keeping 
the aircraft straight on the 
runway by looking out of 
the forward windows to 
maintain track and to de-
tect any lateral swing due 
to engine failure,” adds the 
United Kingdom’s Steve 
Moody, Airbus 320 Cap-
tain. This requires a mini-
mum visibility of 125 me-
ters (410 feet). Landings, 
though, can generally be 
done automatically, with 
but 75 meters (160 feet) 
visibility required, not for 
pilots but for ground vehi-
cles in case of an incident. 

“Synthetic vision sys-

tems” may eventually 
result in aircraft where 
all external views are on 
screens and windows are 
no longer necessary. “But 
please don’t take away pi-
lots’ views,” Moody says. 
“We are blessed with the 
best imaginable. I can 
spend hours watching the 
world go by beneath me. 
It’s glorious.”
Q. Not your usual read-
ing fare, but here’s a 
“Did You Know” from 
“Discover” magazine: 
If every passenger on 
a Southwest Airlines 
flight from Boston to 
Denver remembered 
to go to the bathroom 
before boarding, how 
much would it save the 
airline in fuel?
a. Each passenger would 
eliminate an average of 0.2 
liters of urine, allowing the 

airline to save two or three 
dollars for that flight, an-
swers the magazine.
Q. Name the object: If 
only 1/25th of its re-
leased energy is this, 
then 24/25ths of its 
energy goes into this. 
Yet without this “cool” 
4%, lots of us will be in 
the dark.
a. It’s a typical incan-
descent light bulb, whose 
energy as you know goes 
largely into heat, say Har-
ry Bright and Jakob Anser 
in “That’s a Fact, Jack!” 
Surprisingly, only 4% of 
the bulb’s energy goes into 
actual light.

about the authors 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

hoW to Play: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOkU ChALLENgEOBSERVER TRAVELS

OBSERVER CROSSwORD PUZZLER

stranGe but true / bill & rich sones ph.D.

wEIRD
NOTES

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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Shred potatoes and im-
mediately rinse with cold 
water to get rid of the 
starch. Set in a colander to 
drain, and squeeze out any 
excess liquid.

Mix potatoes, salt and oil.
Press potato mixture into 

a greased 9” pie plate – on 
the bottom and well up the 
sides. It will slip down the 
sides a bit while baking, so 
cover the entire plate gen-
erously.

Bake at 425º F for 15 
minutes. Check it halfway 

Potato 
Crusted 
Quiche
3 cups finely shredded raw 
potato
1/2 tsp salt
3 tbsp oil
1 medium onion, chopped
1-1/2 cups ham, cubed
1-1/4 cups shredded old ched-
dar cheese
1 tbsp fresh herbs, chopped 
or 1 tsp. dried herbs of your  
choice
1 cup milk
3 large eggs
2-1/2 tbsp cornstarch
3/4 cup mayonnaise
3/4 tsp salt
1/4 tsp black pepper

ChEf’S TABLE: Keeping it real with this quiche
through baking and if the 
potato mixture is slipping 
down the sides, push it 
back up with a spoon.

Mix milk, eggs, corn-
starch, mayonnaise, salt 
and pepper. Beat well.

In the bottom of the hot 
potato crust, layer onion, 
ham, herbs and cheese.

Pour egg mixture over 
the ham and cheese.

Bake at 350º F for 30-40 
minutes or until centre of 
quiche is set.

Remove from oven and 
let sit 10 minutes before 
serving.

Serves 6 people.

from | 23

about the author 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 
or email donna.atasteofnostal-
gia@gmail.com.

CURB THE

SALT
The Region of Waterloo is committed to protecting our water. 
We are working to reduce salt use on roads and on properties 
through innovative solutions and partnerships.

Wear winter boots.
Wear a pair of winter 
boots with good tread 
to keep you safe and 
warm. We can’t always 
expect bare pavement.

Use salt wisely.
Only use salt on icy 
areas and give it time 
to work. A little goes 
a long way and salt 
doesn’t work when it’s 
colder than -10°C.

Shovel sooner than later.
Clear the white stuff as 
soon as you can so a 
snowy sidewalk doesn’t 
become an icy one. 
Instead of salt, let the sun 
do the melting for you.

Use salt alternatives.
Use alternatives like 
sand or non-clumping 
kitty litter to create 
traction instead of salt.

Salt impacts our water. 

We all have a role to play.

Here’s what YOU can do...

For more ideas contact: 
Region of Waterloo, Water Services
Telephone: 519-575-4400 
TTY: 519-575-4608 
Email: curbthesalt@regionofwaterloo.ca  
Website: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/curbthesalt

Inventory Sale
Up to 70% Off

Sale Ends February 28th

Enviro Kodiak 1700 FPI
Woodburning

Reg. $2417 NOW $1999

E30 DV Gas 
Fireplace Insert
33,000 BTU, Heats 
600-1000 sq.ft. 

Westport DV 
Freestanding Gas
Save Chopping Wood!

SAVE $300

response times overall, 
though they do concede 
those gains could come at 
the expense of rural areas. 

“Existing (Emergency 
Medical Services) resources 
continue to be fully uti-
lized given the current call 
volume and demand,” a 
staff report on the matter 
states. “While the 2012 and 
2013 service enhancements 
(an additional 12-hour am-
bulance was added to the 
fleet each year) approved 
by council have improved 
region-wide coverage and 
response times in those 
years, call volumes have 
grown four per cent in 
2014. As a result, the cur-
rent region-wide response 
time trend shows deterio-
ration in 2014.

“Additional staffing will 
comparatively improve re-
gion-wide response times. 
However, rural response 
times may be negatively 
impacted by the loss of the 
RERU.”

That tradeoff is unac-
ceptable, Nowak said.

 “The numbers are say-
ing that a person who lives 
in Linwood probably has 
less chance of surviving a 
heart attack than a person 
in Kitchener because the 
ambulance just can’t get to 
them as quickly. From my 

perspective, I understand 
the fact that there is going 
to be a difference because 
of the logistics (driving 
distance), but what they 
are doing here is regres-
sive; in my mind it’s going 
backwards when we look at 
the health and safety of the 
people of Wellesley.”

In response, Nowak will 
bring a motion forward 
at the regional council’s 
budget approval meeting 
March 4 to add the ad-
ditional ambulance while 
maintaining all three rural 
response units. 

That idea comes with 
an annual price tag of 
$712,000 – the conversion 
from an RERU to an ambu-
lance instead would total 
$484,000 – the staff report 
notes.

But that difference, some 
$228,000 a year, would be 

well worth it, Nowak said.
“I’m going to propose 

that they can put the new 
ambulance there, but 
they’ve got to keep the 
rural unit as well; I want 
both. I think that’s fair and 
I also think that is what the 
people of Wellesley would 
come to expect.”

Data from 2013 shows 
Wellesley had the worst 
ambulance response times 
in the region. At that time, 
90 per cent of calls took 21 
minutes or less to respond 
to emergencies in the 
township. The remaining 
10 per cent took longer.

There are currently 18 
ambulances in operating 
in the region, along with 
three rural response units, 
which service exclusively 
within North Dumfries, 
Wellesley, Woolwich, 
Wilmot and Ayr.

CUTS: Service level changes raise a red flag
from | COVER

Wellesley Mayor Joe Nowak is worried about ambulance response times to calls such as this 
accident in St. Clements earlier this month. [File Photo]
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*ON SELECTED ITEMS

1362 VICTORIA ST N. KITCHENER      519.742.9188
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 9PM SATURDAY 9AM TO 6PM SUNDAY 11AM TO 5PM

3 DAYS 
ONLY! 20 21 22

11AM TO 5PM9AM TO 6PM9AM TO 9PM

NO TAX laminate

NO TAX hardwood

NO TAX tile / vinyl

NO TAX carpet

NO TAX add-ons

CLICK 
LAMINATE
12.3MM THICK

$119
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

HEAVY 
BERBER 
CARPET

89¢
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

MDF PRIMED 
BASE

BOARDS
9MM X 37/8 X 12’

59¢
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

HEAVY 
PLUSH OR 

FRIEZE
$129

per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

STAINLESS
STEEL 1 X 1

BACK
SPLASH

$599
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

HEAVY 
SHAG 

CARPET
$119

per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

CARPET 
REMNANTS

12’ X 12’

$79
99

each

NO TAX!

SOLID OAK

STAIR
TREADS

36” WIDE

$26
99

each

NO TAX!

KITCHEN 
IN A BOX

INCLUDES FREE 
HANDLES!

$899each

NO TAX!

FLOOR 
TILE

13” X 13”

$109
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

PORCELAIN 
TILE

12” X 24”

$149
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

CLICK 
LUXURY 
VINYL 

PLANKS

$229
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

5” WIDE 
CLICK 

HICKORY

$439
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

3” WIDE 
CLICK 
MAPLE

$339
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

SELECT 
GRADE 
MAPLE

$449
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

$329
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

$329
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

GRAY 
LEDGE
STONE

$399
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

15.3MM THICK 
HANDSCRAPED
LAMINATE

WITH PADDING 
ATTACHED!

$189
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

12.3MM THICK 

HIGH GLOSS 
LAMINATE

CHESTNUT & 
MAHOGANY

$169
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

15.3MM THICK 

CLICK
LAMINATE
RANDOM LENGTH

$199
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

ENGINEEREDENGINEERED
MADE IN 
CANADA

SOLID
HARD 

MAPLE

MADE IN 
CANADA

SOLID 
RED 
OAK

MADE IN 
CANADA


