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“Friendly, Affordable, Efficient Service”

• Computer Diagnostics  
• General Automotive Repairs 
• Regular and Annual Safeties
• Tires and Brakes

NEW OWNERSHIP! Same Great Service,
Same Friendly Faces!

Calvin Knarr
Owner/Operator

Man airlifted to hoSpital following gerber road colliSion

An 18-year-old Wellesley man was airlifted to hospital after sustaining serious but non-life-threatening injuries in a head-on collision near 1379 Gerber Rd. just after noon Feb. 24. The man, travelling westbound, lost control of his Toyota Echo after sliding along a snowbank, tossing 
the vehicle into a Toyota Corolla heading eastbound. The 46-year-old Wellesley man driving the Corolla suffered minor injuries and was transported to hospital by ambulance. Weather – strong gusting winds with drifting snow – and road conditions are considered factors in the 
accident, Waterloo Regional Police said. Part of Gerber Road was closed for several hours for cleanup and an investigation. Charges are pending.  [scott barber / the observer]

After nearly two de-
cades, Ontario is on the 
brink of an updated sexual 
education curriculum. 

Predictably, the issue has 
spurred much controversy, 
debate and political postur-
ing. 

But here in the Waterloo 
Region, it’s business as 
usual for both the public 
and Catholic school boards.

“At this point in time we 
are certainly in the process 

Schools ramp up 
for new sex. ed 
curriculum
First changes in better part of two 
decades welcomed by some, panned 
by others as board gets ready to rollout 
directives from Ministry of Education

Scott barber of reviewing the curricu-
lum and looking at what 
that might be in terms of 
the roll out while awaiting 
the ministry training which 
will take place at the end 
of April,” Waterloo Region 
District School Board su-
perintendent Scott Lomax 
said, while noting that the 
human development and 
sexual health components 
only make up roughly 10 
per cent of the material. 
“This is the health and 
physical education curricu-

lum and it is about healthy 
and active living and sup-
porting our students in 
understanding what that 
means. And, the sensitive 
components of it, if you 
look at the curriculum, are 
really handled in a factual, 
biological way because we 
want to make sure that our 
students have the infor-
mation that is important 
and relevant and accurate, 
rather than other means of 
getting that information.”

The Catholic board on 

the other hand, wouldn’t 
comment on the curricu-
lum itself.

“As part of the rollout of 
the curriculum, Catholic 
boards will be receiving 
a set of resources via the 
Institute for Catholic Edu-
cation,” Waterloo Catholic 
District School Board 
chief managing officer 
John Shewchuk said. “Our 
understanding is those 
resources will guide teach-
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800 250 8750    www.mornington.ca

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira
Milverton - Stratford - Drayton - Listowel

Need money for school?
Apply for a $1000 scholarship 

To demonstrate dedication and commitment to education and to rural 
youth, Mornington Communications is offering a total of $4,000.00 in 
scholarships to four students.  Visit one of our locations or website for 

more information.  Deadline is April 1, 2015. See our full line of 
Branson Tractors from 

24 to 80 hp & UTV’s also! 

3520h (35hp)
with Front End Loader

4720h (47hp)
with Front End Loader

7456 4th Line, Wallenstein, Ontario  • 519-669-2323

After the controver-
sial decision to close all 
Waterloo Region public 
and Catholic schools on 
February 20, a cold but 
otherwise clear day, both 
school boards took heat 
from frustrated parents.

The school closures were 
automatic, as temperatures 
that morning dipped be-
low minus-35 Celsius, the 
threshold mandated by a 
joint severe weather proce-
dure enacted in the region 
last fall. 

Now, both boards are 
considering walking back 
the policy.

“We always review our 
procedures on a regular 
basis and so this really isn’t 
any different kind of prac-
tice, but given the feedback 
we have received from the 
community we want to do 
it in a timely fashion and 
so in the next month or so 
we will be taking a look at 
it,” Waterloo Region Dis-
trict School Board super-
intendent Lila Read said. 
“For us, it is always about 
student safety, but I think 
the main concern that has 
come from our commu-
nity is from the notion of 
choice. So parents that feel 
that the school should have 
been open feel that is a 
choice that they should be 

ers in implementing the 
curriculum. I don’t know 
the timing of the release 
of those resources and it 
would be premature to 
make any comments about 
how the curriculum will be 
implemented locally until 
we receive those resources 
and have had a chance 
to determine how to use 
them most appropriately in 
classroom settings.”

The new curriculum, 
which will see the addition 

of lessons on sexual orien-
tation and gender identity 
for Grade 3 students and 
information about online 
risks discussed with Grade 
4s, among other changes, 
will officially begin next 
fall.

Lyndsey Butcher, the ex-
ecutive director of Planned 
Parenthood Waterloo, said 
these changes were long 
overdue.

“The last time the cur-
riculum was updated was 
back in 1998 and that was 
pre-Internet and smart 

phones and all of those 
things, so we are really 
pleased with the new cur-
riculum,” Butcher said. 
“We feel it is quite age 
appropriate and does a 
good job of gradually in-
troducing students to new 
information so that they 
can make better choices as 
they age.”

First put on the table by 
the McGuinty government 
in 2010, the curriculum has 
actually been in the works 
since 2007, Butcher said.

But that wasn’t enough 

time for the government 
to get adequate input from 
parents, Kitchener Cones-
toga MPP Michael Harris 
argued. He also called the 
timing –shortly after the 
Sudbury election scandal – 
suspicious. 

“This is simply a distrac-
tion to get people to chase 
this issue away from the 
bribery scandal,” Harris 
said. “On the issue itself, 
and I know this is very, 
very important to parents 
in my community, I have 
not even had a chance to 

look online. ... On the out-
set, I can say that I have 
had an enormous amount 
of correspondence from 
parents, ultimately con-
cerned with the lack of con-
sultation that the Liberal 
government has had with 
parents in general. They 
can say that they consulted 
with one member at each 
school but it is actually 
interesting because they 
talk a lot about the concept 
of consent, and a lot of 
parents haven’t given their 
consent on this, nor will 

parliamentarians be able to 
actually give our consent 
on this important issue.”

In the meantime, both 
the WRDSB and the 
WCDSB are preparing for 
the new material, and are 
asking parents to do the 
same.

The new health and 
physical education curricu-
lum can be viewed in its 
entirety on the Ministry of 
Education website: http://
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/
curriculum/elementary/
health.html.

Sex ed.: Critics pressing for more input from parents before new curriculum is cleared for schools
From | covEr

School Boards to review cold-weather closure policy
Scott barber able to make.”

Waterloo Catholic Dis-
trict School Board official 
John Shewchuk acknowl-
edged to The Observer that 
the board would be looking 
at changes, but declined 
further comment. 

Ironically, the severe 
weather policy that called 
for the school cancellations 
was spurred by concerned 
parents who, after last win-
ter’s brutal cold, looked to 
the boards to take action to 
help protect students from 
dangerous weather. 

“The addition of a 
threshold around extreme 
frigid temperatures was 
introduced this school 
year, and that was in re-
sponse to concerns that we 
had from the community 
during some days where 
we had some very cold 
temperatures,” Read said. 
“The reality is, that when 
you make decisions, and 
when at the heart of those 
decisions is something as 
important as the safety of 
our children, people are 
very invested and there are 
going to be some divergent 
views.”

Currently, the frigid cold 
guidelines state: “Frigid 
temperatures are con-
sidered those where the 
temperature is minus-35°C 
with wind chill or colder. 
The general manager of 

Student Transportation 
Services of Waterloo Re-
gion (STSWR), or desig-
nate, will check and assess 
the temperatures in Water-
loo Region using Environ-
ment Canada’s wind-chill 
index by 5:30 a.m.. If the 
temperature is forecasted 
to reach or exceed minus-
35°C with wind-chill at 7 
a.m., he/she will inform the 
Director or designate. In 
this situation buses will not 

operate and schools will be 
closed. The Education Cen-
tre will be open to those 
employees who can safely 
arrive to work.”

In a letter to WRDSB 
chair Kathleen Woodcock, 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP 
Michael Harris chimed in, 
calling for a revision to the 
policy.

“While parents and I ac-
cept, and understand, that 
buses may be cancelled in 

cold frigid temperatures, 
there is a concern regard-
ing the automatic closure 
of schools once those buses 
are cancelled.”

Parents should have the 
option of driving their kids 
in to school, he argued.

“I want to be clear, it’s 
not about sending kids out 
into freezing temperatures, 
it’s about giving parents 
the opportunity to make a 
decision for themselves,” 

Harris said.
In minus-35 degree 

weather, frost nip and frost 
bite can strike exposed skin 
in minutes, Read added, 
and that doesn’t just leave 
students at risk; on cold 
days, crossing guards are 
not able to work, adding to 
the safety risk. 

The bottom line, Read 
said, is to always “think 
about what is best in terms 
of student safety.”

Showing their colourS for pink Shirt day

Students at EDSS donned their best pink clothes Feb. 25 in support of Pink Shirt Day, an anti-bullying movement started in Nova Scotia by two high school students. 
[whitney neilson / the observer]
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Your Hometown School & Craft Supply Shop! SUPPLIES
SCHOOL & OFFICE

$1
BUCK
BETTER THAN A

THAN

PRICED
LOWER

10 Church St. W. Elmira  519-669-2201  www.schelterofficeplus.ca Office & School Supplies • Print Copy Courier • Computer IT Supplies
Guaranteed

low prices

AD
MATCH

Intuit Turbo Tax 
Standard 2014

$2997
NET

AFTER REBATE

$44.79  ea

*

Products may not be exactly as shown.
Sharp EL 1801 
Desktop Printing Calculator

$5179
EACH

AFTER REBATE

ACT NOW! INSTANT
REBATE SAVE $5

More than just annoy-
ing, this month’s record 
deep freeze is creating 
headaches for some home-
owners facing interrup-
tions with their water ser-
vices due to frozen pipes.

That prospect had Wool-
wich public works employ-
ees out in parts of Elmira 
this week to deliver warn-
ings to properties at higher 
risk of being frozen out, 
mostly in the older areas in 
the town’s north end, in-
cluding Duke, George, Park 
and Church streets.

Manager of engineering 
Richard Sigurdson said by 
midweek his department 
had dealt with about 20 
frozen water services and/
or water meters. He esti-
mated the calls were evenly 
split between problems on 
the township’s side of the 
system and those on the 
customers’ side.

Some 60 properties were 
issued with warning notic-
es advising residents to run 
their water continually in 
a small stream for the du-

Health issues 
drive this 
volunteer

Young “Dragons”
Riverside PS students get into the entrepreneurial spirit fostered by the likes  of Dragons Den

Scott barber

Woolwich 
warns of 
frozen pipe 
risk given 
ongoing 
cold spell

Steve kannon

FrozeN pipes | 4

Liam Eveleigh, who converted old hockey sticks and lumber into a variety of products, was the winner of a Grade 5 class project based on 
the Dragons Den show. [scott barber / the observer]

An avid hockey player 
with the Waterloo Wolves 
AAA hockey program, 
Liam Eveleigh knew just 
where to turn when teach-
er Bruce Rohr tasked his 
Grade 5 class at Riverside 
Public School with a “Drag-
ons Den” assignment.

“I have plenty of old 
hockey sticks from play-
ing hockey over the years,” 
he said, referencing his 
burgeoning hockey career, 
which began at age three.”

With those old or broken 
sticks, Eveleigh crafted a 
number of unique items, 
each with both practical 
purpose and creative 
flare.

Called, “The Shaft 
Craft,” Eveleigh’s business 
proposal was a home run 
–  or, er – an overtime win-
ner. 

He presented the idea 
in front of an enthusiastic 
group of classmates Tues-
day at the Elmira elemen-
tary school. 

“The Shaft Craft is a 
business about the passion 
for the sport of hockey. I 
build various items from 
pucks and broken hockey 
sticks. One hundred per 
cent of all sales are given 
to a local charity, Friends 
of Hockey, to help families 
with the cost of playing 

Landis Brubacher 
knows the importance 
of turning a negative into 
a positive. After suffering 
two transient ischemic at-
tacks, commonly called 
“mini-strokes,” seven years 
ago, he took matters into 
his own hands.

“That affected my left 
eye and I realized some-
thing was not right, and 
then I went to the doc-
tor about that and he 
prescribed a cholesterol 

hockey.”
The creations: A table, 

built out of wood and bro-
ken hockey sticks; a clock, 
from a puck and a hockey 
stick; a barbeque brush, 
with a hockey stick handle, 
a traditional brush and 
hockey tape for the grip; 
and a picture frame made 
from hockey sticks.

The idea for the project 
came from the Junior 
Achievement assembly 
held last month. After 
watching 
the pros 
show 

what it takes to launch a 
business, Rohr’s Grade 
5s pressed their teacher 
to create a similar assign-
ment.

It didn’t hurt that the 
group seems to be big fans 
of the popular TV series 
Dragons Den and its Amer-
ican spin-off, Shark Tank.

“This was a homework 
assignment with the 
purpose of keeping the 
students engaged while 

integrating technology, by 
building websites for their 
projects as well,” Rohr ex-
plained. “The class really 
did a great job; they worked 
really hard and showed a 
lot of creativity.”

Other projects included 
healthy eating cupcakes, a 
flip flop sock (a toe sock to 
wear with flip flop sandals), 
an air soft park, a clothing 

store, multi-purpose the-
atres that would show mov-
ies and live productions 
and a dance studio. 

But Eveleigh’s hockey 
creations certainly stood 
out.

“It’s nice to see when a 
student works really hard 
on a project and really gets 
into it,” Rohr said. “The 
whole class was so enthusi-

astic; everyone was eager to 
get to present next.”

Now, Eveleigh is going to 
try to keep building, with 
an eye on donating earn-
ings to Friends of Hockey, 
a Woolwich-based charity 
which sees funding and 
hockey equipment given to 
area families to help miti-
gate the sport’s financial 
barriers to access. 

Having suffered through mini-
strokes, Landis Brubacher knows the 
importance of the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation

whitney neilSon
lowering [drug] and then 
six weeks after that I had a 
mini-stroke and it affected 
my right side,” Brubacher 
said. “It got numb. I spent 
the weekend at the hospi-
tal.” 

The Elmira school bus 
driver and former turkey 
farmer changed his diet 
and exercise regime before 
becoming one of the Heart 
and Stroke Foundation’s 
most valuable door-to-door 
volunteers. 

Brubacher says he and 
his wife try to eat whole 
foods as much as possible 

and they’ve brought their 
healthy eating habits up 
a notch from where they 
were.

“We weren’t junk food 
eaters, but I guess you 
might say I’ve been reading 
nutrition labels a lot more, 
checking for salt and fat, 
which I never did before,” 
Brubacher said.

He also works out twice 
a week with his personal 
trainer, Bruce Martin, to 
keep in shape and help 
with his back. He also en-
joys biking in the summer 
rather than driving the car, 

which probably helped 
with his new clean bill of 
health.

Since he started collect-
ing for the foundation four 
years ago he’s raised nearly 
$4,000. The Heart Month 
campaign, which runs 
through February each 
year, is vital to the foun-
dation. He can’t pinpoint 
exactly how he’s been so 
successful at fundraising, 
but he has a few ideas. His 
assigned route is in the 
north of Elmira.

heart & stroke | 4
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Hearing Doctor
By Juliane Shantz, Au.D.

PALMERSTON
888-745-5550

ELMIRA
519-669-4425

KITCHENER
519-743-7000

Doctor of Audiology

The

THE BENEFITS OF 
BETTER HEARING

A study conducted by the National Council on Aging showed that hearing 
loss left untreated has serious emotional and social consequences, which 
may help to dispel the notion that untreated hearing loss in older persons 
is a harmless condition. The researchers found that the happier and 
better-adjusted group had taken advantage of hearing instruments. The 
hearing instrument users reported greater independence, improved 
mental health, and better relationships with their families than those 
who did not use a hearing instrument. Older non-users were more likely 
to agree with the statement “people get angry with me usually for no 
reason.” A hearing instrument can, indeed, liberate many older adults 
from the isolation and unhappiness of hearing loss.

If you believe you have a hearing loss, please call EAR & HEARING 
CLINIC. Our highly trained staff provides hearing healthcare in a manner 
that provides you with the information you need for a successful 
experience with your new hearing instruments. We are committed to 
providing high quality hearing care, from hearing assessments and wax 
removal, to hearing aid evaluations and hearing aid fittings. Our 
wheelchair accessible and spacious new office features state of the art 
technology in a patient-centered environment.

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from March 2nd – March 7th

Fresh Local Boneless

Store Made Deli Sliced Store Made

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Fresh Local

Pork Side 
Ribs

Short Rib or 
Pot Roast

Pizza or Ham & 
Bacon Loaf

Smoked Boneless 
Pork Chops

Smoked Pork 
Loin Chops

REG. PRICE
$7.39 /lb.

$6.99

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

REG. PRICE
$3.69 /lb.

$2.99

REG. PRICE
$6.49 lb.

$5.99

$4.99 REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb.

Store Made You can do anything with beer 
that you can do with wine. 
Beer is great for basting or 

marinating meat also!

ration of the cold weather. 
Those properties are in areas 
where there are historical 
issues with freezing pipes, 
said Sigurdson. Most are in 
Elmira, though the water 
department has dealt with 
two properties in St. Jacobs 
and another in Conestogo.

This year has been ex-
ceptionally tough, with 
some first-time calls from 
residents experiencing dif-

ficulties.
“The frost is getting 

down deeper than typi-
cally we would see,” he ex-
plained, noting the town-
ship has even had a case 
where a sanitary lateral 
froze, though those pipes 
are usually deeper down 
than the water services. 
“It’s a significant issue.”

Given the challenges of 
last winter and again this 
year, area municipalities 
have been sharing informa-

tion about how to best avoid 
problems and deal with 
them when they arise, he 
added. Longer term, if such 
extreme cold spells be-
come more commonplace, 
municipalities might have 
to look at installing pipes 
deeper than the two metres 
used today as a matter of 
course, though that would 
come at an extra cost. 

“We may need to revisit 
that standard,” he said.

Unlike some of the other 

communities, however, 
Woolwich hasn’t had to 
deal with any watermain 
breaks so far this winter. 

“Knock on wood. As you 
know, that’s been a real prob-
lem in other municipalities.”

In a related matter, a 
temporary outage of water 
services in the Cones-
togo plains service area 
on Tuesday was due to a 
minor electrical issue – “It 
was very quickly resolved” 
– not the cold weather.

frozen pipeS: Incidences up this year due to extreme cold
From | 3

Landis Brubacher has fully recovered from his two “mini-strokes” seven years ago but he continues to canvas every February for the Heart 
and Stroke Foundation’s Heart Month.

“It’s because of the area 
I canvas,” Brubacher said. 
“Some of the people know 
me. One lady I go to I went 
to school with. A lot of them 
are Old Order Mennonites. 
They tend to want to help.”

The funds go toward 
important research being 
done by 1,500 research-
ers across the country, 
including in Waterloo 
Region. Most recently they 
co-funded a new stroke 
treatment called ESCAPE, 

which has been shown to 
cut the death rate from 
major ischemic strokes in 
half.

He’s just about finished 
for the month, and is plan-
ning to get the rest done 
this weekend. The abnor-
mally cold weather has 
made it difficult to get out 
door to door, along with 
being a spare bus driver. 
He also drives buses as a 
volunteer for bible camps 
in the summer.

“Forty-eight years I’ve 
had my license,” Brubacher 

heart & Stroke: Having recovered, he likes 
to give back, and to keep busy as he’s always done
From | 3 said. “I haven’t been driv-

ing all that time. For the 
past 15 years I’ve been a 
spare driver. When I got 
my license in 1976 I drove a 
regular route for 11 years.”

Since he’s fully recovered 
from the mini-strokes, 
Brubacher says he plans to 
continue driving the school 
bus and helping his son on 
his turkey farm. 

“As long as I can do it I’ll 
do it.”

Donations for Heart 
Month can be made at 
www.heartandstroke.ca.

Special olyMpianS take on the kingS

The Elmira Sugar Kings played the Elmira Special Olympics team in their annual game of floor hockey at the Woodside Bible Fellowship in Elmira on Feb. 14. The Special Olympics squad 
edged past the Kings 12-11 in overtime.  [submitted]

linwood rollS out itS new fire truck

The Linwood fire station welcomed its 
new pumper truck into the building 
with a ceremonial washing by a hand-
powered fire pump and pushing of 
the truck into the fire hall on Feb. 21. 
Bottom right, Wellesley Township 
fire chief Andrew Lilico speaks to the 
crowd about the $400,000 pumper.  
[whitney neilson / the observer]
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police blotter

Chambers sees 
positive 2015

Businesses in the region have an 
overall positive outlook when it comes 
to growth in 2015, says a new survey 
by the Greater Kitchener Waterloo 
Chamber of Commerce.

A majority of the group’s members, 
who reported that 2014 was a positive 
year, see the upside of  lower gas 
prices, a weaker Canadian dollar and 
major local infrastructure projects. 
The members were surveyed after 
the Bank of Canada’s announcement 
to lower interest rates in response to 

the drop in oil prices and weakening 
Canadian dollar.

Overall, 66% of members reported 
moderate to very strong business 
growth in 2014, while 28% said 2014 
was stable; 76% of respondents are 
optimistic about their businesses 
heading into 2015;  61% of members 
say customer growth is their number-
one challenge.

Biz award for 
Drayton Ent.

Drayton Entertainment won the 
Hospitality & Tourism category at the 
Greater Kitchener-Waterloo Chamber 

of Commerce’s 2015 Business Excel-
lence Awards, presented last week at  
a gala ceremony in Kitchener.

Drayton Entertainment was 
recognized for its efforts in connecting 
culture to economic development.  The 
Province of Ontario’s Tourism Regional 
Economic Impact Model estimates the 
theatre company’s regional impact 
on visitor spending, including food, 
accommodation, recreation, and 
entertainment to be $35 million each 
year.

The organization was also cited for its 
contribution to the development of the 
creative industry capacity within the 
Region of Waterloo.

Forum to look at 
trails, local food

Do you have ideas for improving 
trail, cycling, or local food signage 
in the township? Woolwich Healthy 
Communities is looking for your input.

A community forum is scheduled for 
March 9 at the Woolwich Community 
Health Centre in St. Jacobs. An open 
house at 6:30 p.m. will be followed by 
the forum starting at 7 p.m.

Some of the points under discussion: 
Would having better signage encour-
age people to learn about and to use 
our great trail network in Woolwich? 

Could better signage help cyclists 
find the safest routes and encourage 
families, hikers or cyclists to hike or 
bike to local food producers?  

Expanding on the township’s 
popular trails, cycling routes and local 
food movement, in 2013 a community 
consultation recommended expanded 
signage on trails and roads to 
encourage trail use and point the way 
to markets, stores, and restaurants 
where local food is sold. The group is 
now looking to decide what type of 
signage is needed and where it should 
be located.

Refreshments from local food 
producers will be provided and the 

new Grand Valley Trails Guidebook 
and the Guidebook to Woolwich Trails 
will be available to purchase.

Thrift Shop move

Woolwich Community Services’ Thrift 
Shop in Elmira will be closed beginning 
March 2 until March 7, re-opening at its 
new location at 5 Memorial Ave.  the 
week of March 9. 

The store’s  last day open at 6 Arthur 
St. N. is February 28.

The move will bring the Thrift Shop 
under the roof of WCS’s new home 
on Memorial Avenue which opened in 
December.

Police see link in trucks stolen 
from pair of farm properties
On Wednesday morning 
the Perth County Ontario 
Provincial Police was con-
tacted by two pickup truck 
owners reporting the theft 
of their vehicles.

Shortly after 6 a.m., a ru-
ral resident from Road 148 
east of Listowel, discovered 
that his black 2008 GMC 
Sierra pickup truck (quad 
cab, licence plate 6159FR) 
had been stolen from an 
open drive shed sometime 
overnight. 

Shortly after 8 a.m., a resi-
dent from Road 116 east of 
Millbank discovered that his 
pearl/white 2007 Ford F150 
pickup truck had been sto-
len from his rural property 
during the early morning 
hours of February 25. The 
truck, bearing the licence 
marker 6026FF (farm plate), 
was described as a crew cab 
with a diesel engine. It has 
“Mickey Thompson” brand 
tires on factory rims and a 
noticeable dent on rear pas-
senger side door.

Police point to the similar-
ity between the two thefts. 
Both vehicles were stolen 

from secluded rural proper-
ties during night time hours, 
had keys in the ignition and 
all relevant documentation 
was inside the vehicles.

OPP urges all vehicle 
owners including those 
living in rural areas and on 
farms to lock their vehicles 
and remove their keys.  

“It may not be conve-
nient to pocket the keys 
when doing chores or 
parking one of the many 
farm vehicles for the night, 
however this change in be-
haviour can avoid the theft 
of your vehicles. By making 
this little effort, you may 
also reduce other property 
crimes in your area, as 
these stolen vehicles are of-
ten used in the commission 
of other criminal offences,” 
said Const. Kees Wijnands 
of Perth County OPP.  

Anyone with informa-
tion about the theft of these 
trucks or who knows the 
whereabouts of the vehicles 
is requested to contact the 
Perth County OPP at 1-888-
310-1122 or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).

hydro pole downed aS car leaveS road

One car collided with a hydro pole, bringing down the lines on Listowel Road near Steffler Road on Wednesday morning. The driver was not seriously injured, but the road was shut down 
for several hours. [whitney neilson / the observer]

ELMIRA
INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

SAT. MAR. 7 @ 1:30pm - 3:30pm
New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Navel Oranges 
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

$32.00
PER BOX

www.indianriverdirect.com

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

519-504-2016 | darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING | ROOFING | RENOVATIONS | EAVESTROUGHS

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

FeBruary 17

6:00 aM | A rural division 
officer observed a vehicle driving 
in the area of Nafziger Road and 
Hwy. 7/8 with its rear taillights not 
working. The vehicle was stopped 
and the female driver who was a 
disqualified driver was found to 
have been drinking, and had no 
insurance on the vehicle. A roadside 
demand was given to which she 
refused. The 54-year-old Plattsville 
woman was charged with ‘refuse, 
obstruct,’ ‘drive disqualified,’ ‘drive 

no insurance’ and ‘improper tail-
lights.’ A 90-day suspension was 
served on the driver and her car was 
impounded for seven days.
6:00 pM | Rural Division 
officer paced a vehicle on Highway 
7/8 at Nafziger Road travelling 
150Km/h in an 80 Km/h zone. The 
vehicle was stopped by the officer, 
and the 34-year-old Kitchener male 
driver charged with ‘stunt driving.’ 
The vehicle was impounded for 
seven days  under the street racing 
legislation.

colliSion cloSeS Stretch of line 86

Two vehicles collided on Line 86 near Lichty Road in the late afternoon on Feb. 23.  No one 
was seriously injured. [whitney neilson / the observer]

a eaSy Spot to get Stuck

Off the road and into a snow-filled ditch on South Field Drive in Elmira, this car required a 
tow to get it back on the pavement Feb. 23. A medical incident may have been the cause, 
police report.  [steve kannon / the observer]
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We’re halfWay through the second 
decade of the 21st century, but there’s still 
nothing that gets some people riled up like 
the topic of sex. Unless it’s a discussion about 
sex taking place in a classroom, at which point 
some people boil over. 

That’s precisely why it’s taken 17 years to revise the cur-
rent sex-education curriculum. 

Within hours of the government’s announcement this 
week, tempers were flaring both inside Queen’s Park and 
around the province, driven primarily by those opposed to 
anything related to sexuality being taught in schools.

The prospect of a franker discussion about all matters 
sexual – including homosexuality and gender identifica-
tion – had conservative groups up in arms, as it did the last 
time the Liberals tried to introduce curriculum changes. 

The province is in a no-win situation, however. For some 
people, any discussion about sex is out of line – they ar-
gue the topic is a private matter, to be dealt with at home. 
Others say schools aren’t doing enough to protect young 
children from sexual abuse nor to warn sexually active 
young people about the risks of disease and pregnancy, 
not to mention the issue of bullying as it relates to sexual 
orientation.

Many parents would rather avoid the subject altogether. 
Some will think it fine for their kids to learn as they did: in 
the school yard from equally ill-informed peers. Plenty of 
kids who received no sex ed. managed to figure things out 
for themselves.

Still, times change. Not only is it important for kids to be 
informed, many parents actually agree that’s a good thing. 
Perhaps because some of them would rather the schools 
deal with “the talk” – the birds and the bees being, well, for 
the birds.

While some parents are hypersensitive to any reference 
to sex, kids are inquisitive and they will try to find out 
about things – it’s better that they have the right answers.

Sex ed. is still controversial in some circles, but kids 
should be given age-appropriate information from a vari-
ety of authoritative sources. In the case of the curriculum, 
it’s a great chance for parents and educators to work to-
gether.

The teaching should be age dependent: you don’t de-
scribe physiological functions to kids in kindergarten. 
Rather, with the younger kids, you teach them proper ana-
tomical terms so as not to confuse and you deal with the 
issue of good touch and bad touch, for instance. You can 
tell them their body is theirs; they have the right to say ‘no.’

At the high school level, you talk to students about sexu-
ally transmitted infections, birth control and relationships. 
For those slightly younger, you can discuss dealing with 
puberty.

A return to old-school methods – nothing said in the 
classroom, nothing said at home – isn’t in the cards. Today, 
kids are exposed to far more sexual messages in the media 
and among their peers. That gives rise to the lament that 
kids grow up too fast – ask anybody with a preadolescence 
daughter.

Given what’s at stake, new teaching guides will emerge 
sooner rather than later. The quality of school-yard discus-
sions might be better for it.

If critics really want to take the schools to task, there’s 
the whole matter of falling standards and overall decline 
in fundamentals, particularly math. Arguing that dropping 
the extras in favour of the basics might find more traction.

Sex ed. the least 
of the problems 
with curriculum

When I first inter-
viewed Viktor Orban 
25 years ago, he was an 
anti-Communist student 
firebrand whose whole 
purpose in life was to free 
Hungary from Soviet rule. 
But you can travel a long 
way in 25 years.

In 1991 Orban celebrated 
the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, but now he says: 
“We Europeans need Rus-
sia. We need sooner or later 
– rather sooner than later 
– a strategic alliance with 
Russia.” Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban has become 
the odd man out in the 
European Union, putting 
a close relationship with 
Russia well ahead of any 
concerns about what is 
happening to Ukraine.

When Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin came to Bu-
dapest last week to sign a 
new contract for supplying 
gas to Hungary, Orban said: 
“We are convinced that 
locking Russia out of Eu-
rope is not rational. Who-
ever thinks that Europe can 
be competitive ... without 

Hungary’s “Viktator” offers lesson in power-seeking leaders
economic cooperation 
with Russia ... is chasing 
ghosts.” And Putin, stand-
ing next to Orban, said that 
the war in Ukraine was 
all the Ukrainian govern-
ment’s fault.

But it’s not just a prag-
matic decision by Orban 
to keep the country’s main 
energy supplier sweet. 
(Hungary has also ordered 
new nuclear reactors from 
Russia.) Other members of 
the European Union and 
NATO that also depend 
heavily on Russian gas 
have nevertheless con-
demned Putin’s actions in 
Ukraine. Orban has been 
on a philosophical journey, 
and it has delivered him to 
a strange place.

In a speech last July, 
he declared the western 
democratic model dead 
and argued that authoritar-
ian regimes like those in 
Russia, China and Turkey 
pointed the way to the 
future. “We have to aban-
don liberal methods and 
principles of organizing a 
society,” he said. “The new 
state we are building is an 
illiberal state, a non-liberal 
state, because liberal val-
ues (in the West) today 
incorporate corruption, sex 
and violence.”

Orban is not just talking. 
Since the 2010 election 
he has had a two-thirds 
“super-majority” in parlia-
ment that lets him amend 
the constitution as he likes. 
(Theoretically the supreme 
court might overrule him, 
but he has also chosen 11 of 
the 15 supreme court judg-
es.) New media laws have 
turned public television 
into a government mouth-
piece, and he has ruthlessly 
gerrymandered electoral 
boundaries to guarantee 
victory for his Fidesz Party.

Other familiar elements 
of authoritarian nationalist 
regimes have also begun 
to appear in Hungary. 
Non-governmental orga-
nizations are under attack 
as foreign agents, and 
foreign-owned banks are 
to be partly nationalized. 
Land leased by foreign-
ers any time in the past 20 
years must be returned to 
its Hungarian owners. Ev-
ery one of these arbitrary 
changes creates opportu-
nities for corruption that 
rarely go unexploited by 
those close to the regime.

The problem has grown 
so severe that last year the 
U.S. government, in an 
initiative unprecedented 
against an EU member 

country, blacklisted 10 
Hungarian officials, ban-
ning them from entering 
the United States on the 
grounds of corruption. And 
President Barack Obama, 
discussing corrupt, au-
thoritarian governments, 
bracketed Hungary with 
Azerbaijan, Russia and 
Venezuela.

Victoria Nuland, the 
U.S. assistant secretary 
of state for European af-
fairs, went further, asking 
Orban “How can you sleep 
under your NATO blanket 
at night while pushing “il-
liberal democracy” by day, 
whipping up nationalism, 
restricting free press, or 
demonizing civil society?” 
But she asked him from a 
safe distance (Washington: 
about 7,000 km.), and he 
didn’t bother to reply. And 
the Hungarians went on 
voting for him.

Yet in last April’s parlia-
mentary election, Orban’s 
“big tent” Fidesz Party won 
two-thirds of the seats in 
parliament again (though 
only by one seat this time). 
In the European elections 
in June they won 12 of 
Hungary’s 21 seats. And in 
local elections in October, 

DYER | 8

Parents upset with the board’s decision to close all the schools have their own take on the policy behind the move.
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Financial sector always wants more of your money, voluntary or otherwise

More than half of Ca-
nadians won’t be contribut-
ing to an RRSP this year, 
apparently immune to the 
exhortations of the finan-
cial services industry that 
would have us render unto 
them that which is ours. 

For many, there will be 
no such contributions or 
savings of any kind given 
that the cost of living leaves 
nothing to set aside. For 
others, it’ll be the cost of 
living beyond their means 
that leaves nothing to save, 
in which case the banksters 
will be raking it in nonethe-
less courtesy of their need 
for a pound of flesh.

But we can and should 
add an unwillingness to 
support the often-rigged 
financial services sector as 
another reason not to buy 
into the pre-March 2 hype.

Banks and related finan-
cial services are some of 
the worst offenders when 
it comes to the fiscal bind 
we – both as individuals 
and as a society – find our-
selves in. Specifically, for 

the corporatism that has 
eroded the middle class, 
subverted democracy, fos-
tered inequality, stolen bil-
lions of dollars and led to 
an unproductive economy 
where money and power 
is increasingly held by a 
small minority. 

We saw what that wrought 
in 2008, but soon forgot. 
Some of us are undoubt-
edly under the impression 
things got “fixed” after the 
meltdown, that rogue ele-
ments in the financial sector 
were curtailed. Not so. In 
fact, some of the excesses 
are creeping back in, both in 
that sector and in the wider 
corporate world.

Just as the financial in-
struments became so convo-
luted – and so far removed 
from useful investments – 
that few could explain them, 
the corporate world has 
grown beyond the scale of 
those who are meant to ben-
efit from the system: us.

There are pundits calling 
for transformation, some 
more radical than others. 
The shenanigans in the 
market have made prophets 
of the many critics – often 
marginalized – who’ve 
pointed out the dangers of 
globalism, deregulated mar-

kets, corporatism and a host 
of other trends in the West.

The burgeoning middle 
class, equitable society and 
philosophy of the common 
good that developed in the 
postwar years were a testa-
ment to the values of those 
who saw what came out of 
the horrors of war and the 
Great Depression: people at 
that time were eager to do 
away with the scourges of 
the past and to create a bet-
ter society for themselves 
and, more pressingly for 
their children. The next 
three decades saw that 
happen. The last three have 
seen that steadily eroded 
by the rise of corporatism, 
including its wholesale 
purchase of the political 
system, particularly in 
the U.S., an undemocratic 
trend that is being reflected 
here by Harper govern-
ment policies.

Yes, Canada was spared 
some of the economic 
impacts seen south of the 
border and elsewhere, but 
that’s nothing the current 
government can take credit 
for. We were sheltered partly 
because of our resources 
and, more to the point in a 
discussion of the economic 
crisis, by the fact previous 

governments refused to go 
along with the kind of dereg-
ulation we see in the States.

We weren’t, however, 
immune to the meltdown 
in 2008, despite what the 
federal government claims. 
Today, the reliance on re-
sources, particularly oil, is 
coming back to bite us in 
the posterior. 

Clearly we’ve learned 
nothing from the recent 
recession. Created by 
financial-sector avarice, 
unfettered corporate greed 
and compliant govern-
ments that championed 
deregulation, the economic 
meltdown has continued to 
be catastrophic to middle- 
and working-class people 
across the globe. Even 
though we’re technically 
out of a recession, the only 
people who have bounced 
back are the ones who were 
responsible for the mess.

Far from being penalized, 
they were in essence re-
warded for what happened, 
and appear quite content to 
keep on doing what they’ve 
done before. Perhaps 
they’re convinced they’ll 
continue to reap the profits 
while the rest of us will pick 
up the tab. A clampdown 
was warranted at the time, 

but the politicians, bought 
and paid for, made only 
noises, not regulations.

Those who argue that 
regulation only hinders 
capitalism – often the 
same people who wrongly 
equate capitalism with de-
mocracy – miss the point 
of a so-called free market. 
The idea of a free-market 
economy is to let the mar-
ket decide what will be 
made and in what quantity, 
rather than the central 
planning of the communist 
system, for instance. It 
doesn’t, however, mean free 
from regulation. How many 
people would argue that 
business should be “free” to 
use slaves or child labour? 
That was once the case in 
the West, but has been regu-
lated out of the mix. 

Once we’ve established 
that the market is an arti-
ficial construct that we’ve 
devised, we’re free to shape 
it in such a way that it 
provides only benefits to 
society, not harms. The de-
regulation that fuelled the 
corporatism of the last few 
decades – think of the rise of 
globalization, monopolies 
and oligarchies and the re-
sultant decline in our qual-
ity of life – followed a post-

war boom that was shaped 
by a market system that was 
devised with the broad pub-
lic in mind. It wasn’t perfect 
by any means, but far more 
equitable than is the case 
today. Deregulation killed 
that. New regulations con-
trolling the excesses of the 
financial sector are needed 
to put us back on track. The 
same goes for removing 
corporate influence in the 
political system.

The system of trickle-
down economics is what 
we’ve been living with for 
more than three decades 
... and paying the price for. 
It’s founded on the belief 
that what’s good for the 
wealthiest classes is good 
for everyone. Bank profits 
are at an all-time high, fi-
nancial services are raking 
in billions and corporations 
have rebounded nicely. For 
the bulk of us, however, un-
employment remains high, 
personal debt levels soar 
and the standard of living 
falls. But it’s the bulk of us 
that gets to pay for the aus-
terity measures we’re told 
we need in order to pay for 
the profits of those who’ve 
done well – not coinciden-
tally, the ones asking you 
for more prior to March 2.

What should the Maple Leafs do ahead of the trade deadline?

They should get a whole new team.

 » Tony Levante 

I think it’s going to be Joffrey Lupul and 
Clarkson. They probably need to trade 
them. I like Kessel and Phaneuf.

 » Rakesh Sud 

They need to start bringing up the youth, 
stop worrying about all the old guys. They 
should be trading Kessel. Unfortunately 
they’re stuck with Phaneuf.

 » Mike Hudson 

Start winning hockey games. They’ve got 
some good players. It’s like anything in 
hockey, you never know what’s going to 
happen.

 » Ron Hackett 

They should trade Kessel, Clarkson, 
and Phaneuf. Get them out of there.

 » Murray Hallock 

“Orban is a skilled demagogue, and Hungarians are as susceptible to nationalist rabble-rousing as any other people.” Gwynne Dyer | 6
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NATIONAl VIeW Dyer: Gerrymandering helps 
demagogue stay in power
FROM | 6

 » Ipsos Reid poll
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they won 19 of Hungary’s 
21 larger towns and cities, 
including the capital, Bu-
dapest. Why do a majority 
of Hungary’s 10 million 
people go on voting for 
him?

Well, actually, they 
don’t. In the April par-
liamentary elections, 2.8 
million people voted for 
other parties, and only 
2.3 million for Fidesz. But 
the opposition parties are 
weak and divided (except 
for the neo-fascist Jobbik 
movement, which has 14 
per cent popular sup-
port). Fidesz wins partly 
by gerrymandering, and 
partly by default – but 
that’s good enough for 
Orban, who enjoys his 
position as an illiberal yet 
democratically elected 
strongman.

Orban is a skilled dema-
gogue, and Hungarians are 
as susceptible to national-

ist rabble-rousing as any 
other people. But he can-
not be completely secure 
so long as the democratic 
electoral system survives: a 
big enough swing of public 
opinion against him would 
win even despite the ger-
rymandering.

He has no immediate 
worries: the next parlia-
mentary election is not 
due until 2018. But last 
Sunday Fidesz lost a single 
by-election, and suddenly 
its “super-majority” in par-
liament vanished. Orban 
said it didn’t matter, since 
he had already pushed 
through all the constitu-
tional changes he wanted, 
and for the moment that’s 
probably true.

However, if dissatisfac-
tion with his rule continues 
to grow (he’s now being 
called the “Viktator”), he 
may one day wish he had it 
back. Just in case he needs 
to change the constitution 
again.

Almost a fifth of Ontario residents owe more than they own or 
earn, making them technically insolvent and at risk of bankruptcy. 
When asked to assess the average debt ratio, Canadians were 
dramatically off the mark, estimating the average personal 
debt-to-income ratio as 48%. The real figure is 162%.

 » Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Michael Harris says the Elections Ontario report 
indicating an “apparent contravention” of provincial bribery laws in the Sudbury 
by-election requires immediate action from Kathleen Wynne

“Ms. Wynne now has to clear the air and do the right thing by 
demanding the resignation of her accused deputy chief of staff and 
the chair of the Sudbury Police Services Board. Further, we need to 
ensure that an independent prosecutor is dealing with the case as 
it moves into its next stage – we can’t have the very government 
being accused of wrongdoing trying to sweep more dirty laundry 
under the rug again.”

 » From the Feb. 28, 2004 edition of The Observer

Woolwich council approved an Elmira-wide expansion of sidewalk 
snow-clearing services. In a reversal of the previous week’s 
decision, councillors meeting Feb. 24 opted to expand the service, 
which had covered about half of the town. The plan was to be put 
in place in fall, with Elmira residents facing a doubling of a 
special-area rate applied to their property taxes the fee will rise to 
$12 from $6 per year.

We’re only a click away.

Have something to say?

editor@woolwichobserver.com
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With the end of the regular season, start of playoffs and the hiring of 
new management positions, it’s a busy time for the Sugar Kings

Sugar Kings 
in review

Ending the 
season on a 
high note

Taking the lead 
in 1st game of 
the playoffs

Scoring at the 
GOJHL awards 
banquet

Filling vacancies in the management suite

Galea | 13

Volleyball | 13

Junior girls’ volleyball squad looks to make waves at CWOSSA
Whitney neilson

oPen
CoUntRy

Lights, 
camera, 
action-you-
don’t-want-
filmed

These days it seems 
that every outdoorsman is 
carrying around a GoPro 
camera. I’m still not sure 
what side of the fence I sit 
on this one. 

The problem as I see it is 
that this is a complete turn-
around in philosophy. You 
see, it used to be that none 
of us wanted the other guy 
to know what we were do-
ing. We kept these things 
secret.

Now, however, un-
less you splash it all over 
Youtube, you are hardly 
considered competent or a 
modern outdoorsman.

Frankly, it’s not the 
competence I am worried 
about. 

It’s the incompetence. 
We outdoorsmen, after 

all, have a proud tradition 
of only showing ourselves 
in the best light in photo-
graphs and videos. We’re 
posing with big fish or large 
animals or lots of birds. 
We’re never posing with 
fly line wrapped around 
our heads or with one foot 
caught in a bait bucket.

not so Great 
outdoorsman / 

steVe Galea

After placing fifth 
in Waterloo Region, the 
Elmira District Secondary 
School junior girls’ volley-
ball team headed off to the 
Central Western Ontario 
Secondary Schools Asso-
ciation (CWOSSA) champi-
onship this week.

Coach Adam Derma had 
nothing but praise for how 
the team progressed over 
the season.

“As a team they’ve come 
together,” Derma said. “In 
the beginning it’s tough, 
especially in junior, Grades 
9 and 10 are young. Some 
of them don’t know each 
other. There was a real 
divide between the 9s and 
10s in the beginning, but 
since then they’ve all come 
full team together. And 
there is no 9s and 10s any-
more, it’s just a junior vol-
leyball team.”

He adds they’ve learned 

to pick each other up on 
the floor, which is a dif-
ficult skill to coach. They 
finished the regular season 
with nine wins, and five 
losses, just two points be-
hind fourth-place Huron 
Heights Secondary School. 

Both the coaches and 
the girls were full of energy 
in anticipation of the next 
day’s events at practice on 
Wednesday.

“It’s the first time, me 
and Coach Shantz mak-

ing CWOSSA as teachers 
here,” Derma said. “So 
we’re pretty excited about 
that. The girls are really 
excited. They know they 
have a good chance, they 
have a good team, and it 
just extends the volley-
ball season, so it makes it 
more enjoyable to play for 
a championship tourna-
ment. It’s also just another 
good reason to be together 
and have a good time, one 
last hurrah.”

He said they’re the 
underdogs going into 
CWOSSA. There are three 
teams from WCSSAA that 
get to go into CWOSSA and 
they’re the third seed of the 
three.

 “We were really young 
last year and we have a lot 
of the same team return-
ing, nine Grade 9s last year 
have moved up to 10, so 
there’s a lot of experience 
that way,” Derma said. “It’s 
nice to see that we’ve made 

that jump from last year, 
a little bit of mental insta-
bility, but this year we got 
stronger and tougher.”

Last year they had a 
qualifier game to get into 
CWOSSA which they lost, 
so they finished fourth in 
the region.

Derma’s optimistic about 
how they’ll do this time 
around. This is the first 
time they’ve had their 

Hockey / junior b

paGes 10 & 11
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wins four of the seven 
games. The Kings headed 
to Brampton on Friday and 
will return to the WMC 
to face them at 7 p.m. on 
Sunday. Game four will 
be played in Brampton on 
Tuesday, before the action 
returns back to Elmira on 
Wednesday if necessary.

As for how the players 
keep the momentum go-
ing with such little time 
between games, Flanagan 
says playoff season lends 
itself to that very thing.

“Once you get into the 
playoffs the games are 
what everybody likes to 
play, so the guys get up for 
it.” Flanagan said. “We’d 

actually rather have a 
few more practices. It 

usually takes care of 
itself because everyone’s 
excited and there’s always 
that next step that you 
have to take so we should 
be okay that way.”

Whitney neilson

The Kings got off to a 
winning start in the first 
round of the Midwestern 
Conference playoffs, edg-
ing the Brampton Bombers 
3-1 on Wednesday night at 
the WMC.

It certainly could have 
been a higher scoring 
game, with the Kings 
launching 44 shots on 
Brampton goalie Shane 
Dietl.

Head coach Jeff Flana-
gan said it probably wasn’t 
the team’s best effort.

“We thought we did re-
ally well in the first and 
we actually had a lot of 
scoring chances that just 
didn’t transfer into goals,” 
Flanagan said. “I think that 
was part of it. We obviously 
had a lot of shots, which 
was one of our goals before 
the game. And their goalie 
played really well. But we 
got the win, so it’s 1-0 in 
the series.”

Small but mighty Bren-
dan Schneider drew first 
blood, scoring four min-
utes into the first period. 
He was assisted by Mac 
Clutsam and Zac Coul-
ter. Elmira’s Chad Herron 
upped the lead 2-0 late in 
the second, helped by Ste-
ven Jakiela and Clutsam.

Cash Seraphim gave the 
Kings a comfortable lead 
in the second period with a 
shot from the slot. Assists 
came from Mitch Wright 
and Mitch Klie.

Brampton’s Carmine Vie-
tri finally got the puck past 
Kings goalie Jon Reinhart 
to finish the game 3-1 for 
the Kings.

Schneider was ejected 
from the game after getting 
into a fight with Bomber 
Lucas Goodman.

The Kings won five out of 
six games versus Brampton 
in the regular season, in-
cluding downing them 9-0 
on January 25.

The Kings and Bomb-
ers series will run up to 
March 8, or until one team 

Kings jump out  
to lead in series 
against Brampton
A 3-1 win in game one at the WMC sets the tone for the 
first round of playoffs, with Elmira in a strong position

Kevin Gergely, Brendan Schneider, and Zac Coulter rush Bomber goalie Shane Dietl in a 3-1 win in their first playoff game. 

Steve Jakiela fires one past Anton Bura to the Bombers’ net. [Whitney neilson / the observer]

Sugar King Brodie Whitehead races the puck up the ice, with Brampton Bomber Austin Kozluk hot on his tail. 
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Kings fill pair of 
vacancies in the 
management suite
Kevin Bloch to return to team as GM, while 
current assistant coach Jeff Snyder named 
director of hockey operations

Elmira’s Klayton Hoelscher and Brantford’s Keegan Alvestad battle for the puck in the Kings’ 6-1 win in their final game of the regular season. [Whitney neilson / the observer]

Whitney neilson “Jeff obviously also has 
the sledge hockey experi-
ence on a national level,” 
O’Donoghue said. “He has 
tremendous hockey con-
tacts throughout the levels. 
Kevin as well has recently 

been scouting with 
the Oshawa Gener-
als so he obviously 
has a great eye for 
talent. The recruit-
ing as well as his 
contacts are going 
to be a great asset 
to the organization 
as well.

It’s still uncertain if Sny-
der will continue to coach 
alongside his new role. 
O’Donoghue said it’s up to 
him and they’ll gladly have 
him continue coaching if 
he wants.

“If he has to commit 
some time to coach-
ing there’s certainly 
enough help that can get 
everything else done.” 
O’Donogue said.

They were  considering 
hiring someone to be the 
GM, and another person 
to be the assistant GM, 
depending on their experi-
ence but they decided to 
stick with the original job 
titles.

“There’s a lot of over-
lap in the positions,” 
O’Donaghue said. “The GM 
is recruiting, the scouting.  
The director of hockey is 
handling the business side 
of the hockey operations, 
booking the ice and taking 
care of the equipment, run-
ning all the people on the 
team, the coaching staff 
and the training staff.”

Most importantly, Sny-
der and Bloch are com-
munity minded people, an 
important consideration 
for the Sugar Kings.

“They’re great local 
community ties and ties 
to the Sugar Kings. We’re a 
community run team. That 
aspect of it is the most ex-
citing to us,” O’Donaghue 
said.

He continued, “They 
have the great hockey 
chops as well. To be able to 
bring somebody in that has 
those kinds of local ties. ... 
They’re excited to be back 
and they’re excited to be 
together and it’s going to 
show throughout the team 
and the community.”

The Sugar Kings will 
be under some new, but 
not completely unfamiliar 
leadership next season as 
Jeff Snyder was selected to 
be the director of 
hockey operations 
and Kevin Bloch 
was chosen as gen-
eral manager.

The two have 
worked with 
the Sugar Kings 
together before 
and also with 
the Kitchener Rangers, 
so the pairing is ideal, 
said team president Dave 
O’Donoghue.

“They just stood out 
above and beyond,” 
O’Donoghue said. “It was 
just an outstanding op-
portunity to bring the two 
of them together and back 
into the Sugar Kings fold. 
We had a lot of good appli-
cants and I’m very happy 
with the two we were able 
to choose.”

They advertised the po-
sitions a few months ago 
after GM Paul Jennings 
resigned and hockey opera-
tions director Keith Stewart 
told the team he’d be fin-
ished after this season

Snyder’s an assistant 
coach for the Kings now, 
and led the team to two 
Cherrey Cups and one 
Sutherland Cup champion-
ship during his time as GM 
and head coach from 1996 
to 1998.

“I’m excited about it,” 
Snyder said. “It’s a new 
challenge and a good op-
portunity to work with a 
good friend of mine, Kevin 
Bloch. I worked with him 
when I was here before and 
when I was with the Rang-
ers in Kitchener. So I’m 
pretty familiar with him 
and have a lot of respect for 
his hockey knowledge and 
his judgment of talent. I’m 
really looking forward to it.”

He said with Jennings 
and Stewart both leaving, 
he saw the need to fill the 
hole and felt he could help 
the organization with his 
experience.

O’Donoghue notes Sny-
der and Bloch have both 
coached the Kings and 
been general managers at 
one point in time.

Jeff Snyder Kings beat Brantford 6-1 in their 
final game of the regular season

Whitney neilson the season.”
The Kings were diligent 

against Brantford, stifling 
their power plays, even 
while down two men. Elmi-
ra’s Chad Herron found the 
back of the net in the first 
period, assisted by Alex 
Mutton, to end the first 
frame with the lead.

That lead would only in-
crease as Zac Coulter, Eric 
Palazzolo, and Adam Bru-
bacher all got goals of their 
own in the second. Assists 
came from Mutton, Brodie 
Whitehead, Palazzolo and 
Herron. 

Brantford finally man-

The Elmira Sugar 
Kings finished the regular 
season with a 6-1 win over 
the Brantford 99ers Sunday, 
capping a six-game winning 
streak. The team headed 
into the GOJHL playoffs 
Wednesday atop the Mid-
western Conference.

 “One of the things we 
wanted to do was achieve as 
many points as we could.” 
head coach Jeff Flanagan 
said. “We clinched first 
place in our division the 
Sunday before and it was 
important for us to win out 

aged to get one past Elmira 
goalie Jon Reinhart, when 
Ray Munro (Brett Parsons, 
Lucas Zitmanis) scored 
early in the third frame. 
Reinhart made 23 saves on 
24 shots to Brantford net-
minder Jack Moylan’s 24 
saves on 30 shots.

But the Kings contin-
ued to tally up the goals, 
as Steve Jakiela whipped 
one in the net unassisted 
and shorthanded, followed 
by Brubacher’s second of 
the night, helped by Bren-
dan Schneider and Mitch 
Wright. 

“Jon Reinhart was really 

good in nets,” Flanagan 
added. “You get to that time 
of year and most of the po-
sitions are set so Brantford 
was already out. We wanted 
to make sure it was a good 
clean game and it turned 
out to be.” 

The Sugar Kings spent 24 
minutes in the penalty box 
to Brantford’s 14.

They ended the season 
with a record of 38-7-4, 
eight points ahead of the 
second-place Kitchener 
Dutchmen. The finish saw 
them draw the Brampton 

Sugar Kings rake in some hardware at GOJHL awards banquet
Whitney neilson

If winning the Mid-
western Conference 
wasn’t enough, six Sugar 
Kings brought home some 
new hardware after the 
Greater Ontario Junior 
Hockey League awards 
banquet on Tuesday eve-
ning. 

The team was awarded 
the Herbert G Parker Me-
morial Trophy for their 
first place finish. Mitch 
Klie, Adam Brubacher, Mac 
Clutsam, Jon Reinhart, and 
Zac Coulter were given all-
star awards for the confer-
ence. 

“It’s nice to see the indi-
viduals get recognition for 
their achievements dur-
ing the season, and the all 
star teams were excellent,” 
head coach Jeff Flanagan 
said. “I know the executive 
and the volunteers are real-

Mac Clutsam, Andrew Lefebvre, Mitch Klie, Zac Coulter, Adam Brubacher, and Jon Reinhart took home GOJHL awards on Tuesday night. 
[Whitney neilson / the observer]

ly excited about it because 
they support those guys all 
year and then they do well 
and it really makes them 
feel good. And it makes us 
feel good too. And obvi-
ously the guys feel pretty 
good themselves.”

Coulter finished the 
season as the team’s goal 
leader, with 27 goals. He 
also accumulated 37 assists 
and led the team in game 
winning goals, with seven. 
Team captain Klie earned 
the points leader title with 

14 goals and a whopping 53 
assists. Brubacher tallied 
12 goals and 33 assists, put-
ting him in the top five on 
the team for points.

Clutsam also received 

awards | 13

kinGs | 13
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Linwood bLood donor cLinic

This Linwood Blood Donor Clinic
announcement is brought to you by

these community-minded businesses

Grandpa: Emergency blood 
transfusion. Sunday 11:00am

Give Blood ...  
 to save lives.

1025 Alfred St., Linwood • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.bloodservices.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, March 6th, 2015 
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm

at Linwood Community Centre 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

woolwicH 
wildcats

Tyke
Feb. 21 vs Clarington
Home: 0 Visitor: 5 
Player of Game: Hayden Weber

Feb. 22 vs Dorchester
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goals: Cameron Beisel
Player of Game: Cameron Beisel

Novice: MAJOR A
Feb. 12 vs Hespeler
Home: 5 Visitor: 3
Goals: Nathan Martin, Eric Kane 
(2), Sam Ratcliffe, Brady Martin
Assists: Evan Passmore, Nathan 
Martin, Ian Leech, Pacey Camm, 
Isaac Lopers

Feb. 14 vs Hespeler
Home: 3 Visitor: 4
Goals: Brady Martin (2), Mitchell 
Walker
Assists: Brady Martin

Feb. 15 vs Hespeler
Home: 0 Visitor: 2

Feb. 17 vs Hespeler
Home: 3 Visitor: 3
Goals: Eric Kane (2), Ian Leech
Assists: Nathan Martin (2), 
Pacey Camm, Evan Passmore, 
Isaac Lopers

Feb. 20 vs Hespeler
Home: 3 Visitor: 4
Goals: Pacey Camm, Michael 
Gear, Brady Martin
Assists: Sam Ratcliffe, Brady 
Martin, Mitchell Walker, Stuart 
Sinclair

Feb. 21 vs Brampton
Home: 3 Visitor: 0

Goals: Eric Kane, Brady Martin 
(2)
Assists: Nathan Martin, Pacey 
Camm
Shutout: Justin Strohoff

Feb. 22 vs Oakville
Home: 3 Visitor: 2
Goals: Mitchell Walker, Pacey 
Camm, Brady Martin
Assists: Nathan Martin (2), Eric 
Kane, Liam Wood

Novice: AE
Feb. 18 vs Orangeville
Home: 4 Visitor: 3
Goals: Daniel Kochut, Seth 
Shantz, Owen Weber (2)
Assists: Hunter Brown, Andrew 
Chumley, Cale Waechter, Kane 
Kruschat (2), Keegan Martin

Feb. 21 vs Orangeville
Home: 5 Visitor: 2
Goals: Cale Waechter (2), Daniel 

Kochut (2), Seth Shantz
Assists: Seth Shantz (2), Jack 
Rozema, Hunter Brown, Cale 
Waechter (2), Andrew Chumley,

Novice: LL #1
Feb. 21 vs Plattsville LL #2
Home: 5 Visitor: 2
Goals: Josh Uhrig (3), Owen 
Tettman, Andrew Snyder
Assists: Ben Hibbard, Andrew 
Snyder, Ethan Adams

Novice: LL #4
Feb. 21 vs Woolwich
Home: 4 Visitor: 4
Goals: Jack Mayne (3), Josh Frey
Assists: Reid Deyell, Josh Frey

Feb. 17 vs Twin Centre
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Evan McDowell, Josh Frey, 
Jack Mayne
Assists: Jack Mayne

Atom: MinOR A
Feb. 13 vs Burlington
Home: 2 Visitor: 5
Goals: Joey Martin (2)
Assists: Evan Lucier, Denver 
Martin, Jordan Chang

Feb. 14 vs Burlington
Home: 3 Visitor: 4
Goals: Isaiah Reitzel, Denver 
Martin, Joey Martin
Assists: Joey Martin, Jordan 
Chang, Isaiah Reitzel

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Feb. 20 vs Burlington
Home: 2 Visitor: 3
Goals: Jake Clemmer (2)
Assists: Brett Allen, Matt 
Fleischmann

PeeWee: MinOR AA
Feb. 21 vs Centre Wellington
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Cameron Leonard (2), 
Evan Roth, Kyler Austin,
Assists: Gavin Roemer, Cameron 
Leonard, Tyler Martin (2), Owen 
Troyer (2), Evan Roth,

Feb. 23 vs Flamborough
Home: 4 Visitor: 1
Goals: Owen Troyer, Michael 
Hayes, Tyler Martin, AJ Mitchell
Assists: Tyler Martin, Nate 
Snyder, Colton Schmitt, Owen 
Troyer (2), Cameron Leonard (2)

PeeWee: AE BLuE
Feb. 17 vs Flamborough
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goals: Danny Soehner
Assists: Matthew Brubacher

Feb. 21 vs Hespeler
Home: 3 Visitor: 2
Goals: Conner Kroetsch, 
Matthew Brubacher (2)
Assists: Conner Kroetsch (2), 
Matthew Brubacher, Keith Mikel

PeeWee: LL#1
Feb. 19 vs Woolwich LL #2
Home: 2 Visitor: 0
Goals: Liam Moyer, Connor 
Kroetsch
Assists: Tyson Mifflin, Matthew 
Yorke, Zackery Downs
Shut out: John Kilgour

Feb. 21 vs new Hamburg LL #2
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Matthew Henry, Connor 
Kroetsch
Assists: Tyson Mifflin, Matthew 
Yorke, Jackson Dumart, Zackery 
Downs

PeeWee: LL #2
Feb. 21 vs Ayr #2
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Ryan Shantz, Patrick 
Perry

Assists: Patrick Perry, Owen 
Schieck (2), Tyler Schieck

Feb. 23 vs Ayr #2
Home: 5 Visitor: 2
Goals: Tyler Schieck, Cole 
Brubacher, Owen Schieck (2), 
Patrick Perry
Assists: Patrick Perry (2), Tyler 
Schieck, Jamie Reichard

Bantam: MAJOR A
Feb. 13 vs Caledon
Home: 5 Visitor: 3
Goals: Evan Gowing (3), Sammy 
Huber, Daniel Carr
Assists: Jesse Sterling (2), Austin 
Flaherty, Cole Altman (2), Nick 
Ravelle, John Wang

Feb. 15 vs Brampton
Home: 5 Visitor: 3
Goals: Evan Gowing (3), Nolan 
McLaughlin, Jesse Sterling
Assists: Devin Williams, Jesse 
Sterling (2), John Wang (2), 
Kyle Bruder

Bantam: MinOR AE
Feb. 21 vs Brampton
Home: 6 Visitor: 7
Goals: CJ Sider (3), Hunter 
Schmitt(2), Jackson Hale
Assists: Tyler Horst (2), Brannon 
Slade, James Wong, Hunter 
Weigel, Corbin Kaufman

Bantam: MAJOR AE
Feb. 22 vs Centre Wellington
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Riley Shantz, Tim 
Mayberry, Owen Lucier
Assists: Ben Lenears (2), Kyle 
Bruder (2), John Hayes

Feb. 21 vs Caledon
Home: 2 Visitor: 5
Goals: Tim Mayberry (2)
Assists: Sam Huber, Kyle Bruder

Midget: MinOR A
Feb. 18 vs Halton Hills
Home: 3 Visitor: 1

Feb. 21 vs Halton Hills
Home: 4 Visitor: 2

Feb. 22 vs Halton Hills
Home: 2 Visitor: 1

Hockey 
tourneys

Tyke
St. Thomas Tyke Classic 

St. Thomas | Feb. 6
Game 1 vs Oakridge
Home: 0 Visitor: 4
Player of Game: Bryson Rozema

woolwicH 
wild

Atom: B
Feb. 21 vs Kitchener
Home: 7 Visitor: 0
Goals: Maggie Sabean (4), Jane 
Hinsperger (2), Teesha Weber
Assists: Braelyn Macpherson (2), 
Faith Katsube, Ayla Brubacher, 
Amy Dueck, Paige Woods

Feb. 22 vs Cambridge
Home: 0 Visitor: 0

Atom: LL #7125
Feb. 22 vs Ayr
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Carlee Mueller (2), Haley 
Newton
Assists: Haley Newton, Annie 
Sargent, Annabel Musselman

twin 
centre

PeeWee: C
Feb. 21 vs Woolwich
Home: 4 Visitor: 0
Goals: Hannah Kieswetter, 
Evaleena Adam, Blythe Bender 
(2)
Assists: Blythe Bender, Nicole 
Hehn, Valerie Wolf, Kara Dietrich 
(3)
Shut out: Kylee Zacharczuk

Feb. 23 vs Woolwich
Home: 4 Visitor: 0
Goals: Blythe Bender (3), 
Evaleena Adam
Assists: Valerie Wolf, Avery 
Bender, Amelia Byrd, Kara 
Dietrich
Shut out: Kylee Zacharczuk

the sCoRe

noviCes have a Reason to CelebRate

The Woolwich Wildcats novice Local League #3 squad picked up a medal at the Bob Black Memorial Tournament in Oshawa over the Family Day weekend. [submitted]

baCk fRom bC With silveR in toW

Sydney nosal of St. Clements helped pace Ontario’s ringette squad to a silver medal at the Canada Winter 
Games in Prince George, British Columbia with six goals and five assists from  Feb. 14-20. Sydney’s 
sisters Paige and Sam earned gold for Ontario in ringette at the 2011 Canada Winter Games in Halifax.  
[scott barber / the observer]
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Sponsored by:  

AGRICULTURAL
INFORMATION

DAY FOR FARMERS
AT THE

Linwood Community Centre
Tuesday, March 3, 2015

9:30am - 4:00pm
Refreshments & Lunch Provided

METZGER VET SERVICES

www.wildhawk.ca/camps or email dave@wildhawk.ca

Waterloo Wildhawk is hosting the 13th Annual

March Break 
Madness
Skills Camp
Monday-Wednesday
March 16,17,18, 2015

REGISTER NOW:

for boys and girls
age 6-14 (Gr. 1-9)

That’s not because it 
doesn’t happen either. It’s 
just because we’ve kept in-
cidents like these hidden.

Until now, that is.
The GoPro and other ac-

tion cameras are providing 
us with a newfound ability 
to capture these honest 
moments for all the world 
to see. 

For instance, back in the 
old days, when your buddy 
missed three ducks in a 
row and was in the process 
of wrapping his shotgun 
around a tree, you took 
your life in your hands if 
you got out the old camera 
and started gathering pho-
tographic evidence. It was 
far too obvious.

the Cory Stoyko Memorial 
Trophy for being the best 
defenceman in the confer-
ence. Kings assistant coach 
Trent Brown received 
the same award when he 
played in the 2008-2009 
season. Clutsam’s nine 
goals and 40 assists makes 
him fourth in points for the 
Kings.

Bombers in the first round 
of playoffs, which began 
this week in Elmira. The 
Bombers finished the sea-
son in eighth place with an 
8-34-7 record.

It’s different with a Go-
Pro, however. Everyone 
forgets they are there.

That means we have 
opportunities to capture 
the outdoorsman in all his 
glory. With one of these 
cameras you can docu-
ment him the moment he 
fills his waders, whether 
from going too deep in the 
swamp or running into a 
bear on the way to the trout 
stream. You can also show 
your friends, in HD, glori-
ous Technicolor and slow 
motion that exact moment 
when he stumbled off the 
dock after tripping on the 
anchor rope. Or video the 
whole time he slides down 
the muddy slope face first.

The possibilities are vir-

Powerhouse goaltenders 
Jon Reinhart and Andrew 
Lefebvre were given the 
Twin City Trophies award 
for best team goaltending. 

Reinhart also broke the 
record for most wins in a 
season for a Sugar King 
goalie last week, previously 
held by Marc McCallum. 
He held a .922 save per-
centage this year and had 

tually endless. The great 
part about a camera like 
this is that it is always on. 

That’s OK so long as it is 
always turned towards the 
things you are looking at 
and not yourself. 

Unfortunately, these 
days everyone has one 
though. That means, if you 
spend any time at all on the 
water or in the field, you 
will eventually be the sub-
ject of a viral Youtube video 
on how not to wade in fast 
water or how high you can 
climb a tree when being 
chased by a cow moose.  
And I certainly don’t want 
to see a video of how I got 
out-fished by a toddler any-
time soon.

This certainly isn’t how I 

28 wins and six losses. He 
averaged 2.44 goals against 
per game.

Lefebvre recorded 10 
wins and one loss. His save 
percentage was .918  and he 
averaged 2.41 goals against 
per game.

Within the Sugar Kings 
organization, Mitch Wright 
received the Barb Schaefer 
Memorial Award as the fan 

want to get my 15 minutes 
of fame. 

No, I’d rather those mo-
ments remained undocu-
mented. That way I can 
always deny they ever hap-
pened.  

Because of that I have de-
cided that I will never hunt 
or fish with anyone who 
carries a GoPro camera. I 
don’t want to have to worry 
that the backlashes on my 
bait casting reel will get 
10,000 hits or that the one 
time I miss a big turkey at 
three yards, it will become 
the stuff of Youtube legend. 

I just don’t think an out-
doorsman should have to 
fret over this sort of thing. 

And that’s why I’ll keep 
the one I buy hidden, too. 

favourite for the second 
year in a row on Sunday 
night. The award is voted 
on each year by Sugar 
Kings fans and was first 
given out in 2010. Wright 
scored 24 goals and tal-
lied 32 assists this season, 
making him third overall 
in points for Elmira. He 
also had six game-winning 
goals.

galea: There are many things not to be recorded for posterity

aWaRds: There are plenty of accolades to go around this season

kings: Elmira ends season with a six-game winning streak

from | 9

from | 11

from | 11

The EDSS junior girls volleyball team were 
busy practicing on Wednesday afternoon 
for their CWOSSA championship game on 
Thursday, after placing fifth in WCSSAA. 
[Whitney neilson / the observer]

Zac Coulter, the Sugar Kings’ leading 
scorer, fights for the puck in their victory 
over Brantford on Sunday night. 
[Whitney neilson / the observer]

original six starters all play-
ing together, since before 
Christmas due to injuries.

“I always think we’ll 
do well,” Derma said. “I 
have to always think we’ll 
do well. If we play to our 
potential we’re going to 
do very well. The sky’s 
the limit. We expect big 
things.” 

volleyball: Team looking to take strong season to the next level
from | 9

221 Katherine St. N., Winterbourne  |  519.664.0556

Breads
White,  multi grain,  whole 
wheat, cheese, raisin, 
dinner rolls, hot dog buns, 
hamburger buns, cinnamon buns, 
chelsea buns, cream buns

Pies
Blueberry, cherry, apple, peach, 
raspberry, strawberry, elderberry 

Apple dumplings, Meat Pies, 
Cookies, Tarts, Muffins

We can supply 
baked or frozen

• Our frozen yeast doughs require thawing 
prior to proofing and baking

• Frozen Pies dumplings cookies muffins and 
loaves should be baked without thawing

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.WHOLESALE & RETAIL 
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Paid AdvertisementNew Value Village Store Opening 
in North Waterloo

National secondhand store Value Village opens the doors to a 
new location in North Waterloo on Thursday, March 12, bringing 
unexpected treasures and incredible deals to the community. This will 
be the fourth Value Village store in the Tri-Cities area.

Through its unique business model of purchasing, reselling and 
recycling donated items,  Value Village provides sustainable funding 
to nonprofit organizations, offers communities a smart way to shop, 
and saves more than  650 million pounds of goods from landfills each 
year – making Value Village one of the largest recyclers of used goods 
in the world.

“We’re thrilled to bring our good deeds and  great deals to local 
residents,” said Denis Belisle, Value Village store manager. “We take 
great pride in working with our nonprofit partners and in looking after 
the environment, while at the same time providing our customers with 
the best selection and shopping experience of any secondhand store. 
Everyone likes to find a great deal, and people really love to support 
their local communities. We make it easy to do both.” 

The new store opens in conjunction with a rising thrift shopping 
trend, which is one of the fastest growing retail segments. Lifestyle, 
economy and social trends have contributed to the growth, including 
the popularity of do-it-yourself projects, a renewed interest in vintage 
clothing, and importantly, environment and budget-conscious 
consumers. Value Village stores have been rapidly growing in 
popularity among all types of  shoppers – ranging from families on a 
budget to  six-figure professionals. 

Carrying everything from clothing and accessories, to housewares, 
electronics and more, Value Village is no ordinary secondhand store 
and has more than 100,000 high quality items on its sales floor at any 

given time. Customers will find a fresh stream of value-priced goods 
including authentic vintage finds and name brand fashions, with 
10,000 new items stocked to the floor daily. 

Despite this large volume of merchandise, shoppers won’t spend 
hours shuffling through stacks  of items. Value Village is clean, bright 
and  well-organized with racks of men’s, women’s and children’s 
clothing sorted by category and size, and shelves of housewares, 
books and even electronics neatly labeled for an enjoyable shopping 
experience. Average prices include $3.99 - $7.99 for most men’s 
shirts; women’s dresses from   $7.99 - $14.99; shoes and handbags 
for $7.99 on average; and books from $0.69. 

And where does Value Village get this impressive inventory?  
Each store partners with local nonprofits, paying the organizations for 
used merchandise collected at Community Donation Centres located 
on-site at Value Village stores or donated directly to the nonprofits. 
The new North Waterloo store’s Community Donation Centre, which 
is now open, provides an easy, convenient way for residents to donate 
gently used clothing and household items. 

In the North Waterloo community, Value Village has teamed up with  
the Ontario Federation for Cerebral Palsy. This partnership turns 
otherwise unused goods into sustainable funding that supports 
the organization’s vital mission to address the needs of people with 
cerebral palsy in the province of Ontario.

Located at 330 Farmers Market Road, grand opening festivities 
begin Thursday, March 12, starting at 8:45 a.m. with a ribbon cutting  
ceremony. The new location will be open Monday through Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., and  Sunday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
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Venture
Food For thought/ 
owen roberts

FIELD
NOTES

productivity / putting an idea to work

Pumped over innovative idea

I suppose you could 
credit (or blame) the up-
coming federal election for 
Ottawa issuing a particu-
larly sunny news release 
entitled “The Future for 
Farmers is Bright – Positive 
Outlook Seen for Coming 
Years.” 

The release is based on 
the federal government’s 
recent Canadian Agricul-
tural Outlook report. This, 
the 2015 edition, points 
to what it calls “growing 
strength in the cattle and 
hog industry, strong crop 
sales resulting from high 
carry-in grain and oilseed 
stocks despite softening 
grain prices, and relatively 
stable input costs.” 

That means farmers are 
getting more money for 
their livestock. Supplies 
plummeted a few years 
ago when prices fell, and 
are now recovering, as are 
prices. 

Future 
looks bright 
for farmers, 
says Ottawa

food for thought/ 
owen roberts

roberts | 16

AgriBrink 
technology 
allows farmers to 
quickly deflate 
and inflate 
tires to suit the 
conditions where 
they’re working

agribrink | 16

Moorefield-area farmer Jake Kraayenbrink shows off his brainchild, a device that deflates and inflates farm machinery tires in less than 30 seconds to reduce soil compaction and fuel 
consumption. [submitted]

Jake Kraayenbrink’s a 
busy guy, to say the least. 
When he’s not working full 
time on his hog farm in 
Moorefield, he’s jetting off 
to Denmark or Wisconsin 
informing farmers about 
his innovative farm tech-
nology.

“I look for people to 
make it happen,” Kraayen-
brink said. “I didn’t engi-
neer it. We want something 
that’s never going to leave 
us stranded in the field, we 
want something simple. 
We could have a hired man 
operate it and not have to 
train him.”

The automatic inflation 
deflation system allows 
farm vehicles to deflate 
their tires in 25 seconds, 
which leaves the soil loose 
rather than hard when 
heavy farm machinery 
drives over it, compacting 

it into tough ground. The 
less-inflated tires mean wa-
ter is able to drain properly 
to plant roots, essential for 
crop nutrition. 

And years after coming 
up with the idea, he’s final-
ly ready to take it global.

“It was all developed 
and made just north of 
Drayton,” Kraayenbrink 
said. “We are advancing it 
now. It’s going to enhance 
the opportunity to get in 

Register now at relayforlifeontario.ca 

Whitney neilson

Europe. The real hurdle 
is to be able to inflate, de-
flate in a simple way and 
that’s what we had done. Of 
course you’re always try-
ing to improve things. The 
system we have is working 
well.”

The AgriBrink technol-
ogy provides a control box 
in the tractor cab to deflate 
the tires when going into 
a field and inflate them 
when driving on a road. 

Most other systems on the 
market take several min-
utes to deflate. 

The benefits aren’t just 
the speed though. Kraay-
enbrink says deflating 
tires lowers fuel consump-
tion, improves crop yields 
through less compacted 
soil, and increases tire 
lifespan.

“By deflating tires and 
inflating tires you can 
save 15 per cent on your 

fuel. A tire is anywhere 
from $3,000 to $4,000 on 
these bigger pieces of farm 
equipment,” Kraayenbrink 
said.

He received the Pre-
mier’s Award for Agri-Food 
Innovation Excellence in 
2011 for his work. He was 
helped by truck mechanic 
Steve Bailey of Teviotdale 
and engineer Maurice Veld-
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It also means farmers are 
doing well with soybeans 
and corn, even though 
prices for those commodi-
ties have dropped, because 
demand remains high and 
they have a lot to sell. 

And finally, it means 
farmers aren’t paying ap-
preciably more for the likes 
of fuel and fertilizer, which 
are called input costs. 

All in all, this is a good 
situation for most farmers. 

Like the feds say, the 
future for farmers is look-
ing good, at least from a 
business sense. Prices are 

generally good, and people 
care more than ever about 
the product they produce. 

And somebody needs to 
say something good about 
farming! Farmers would 
not issue their own news 
release trumpeting smooth 
roads ahead. They don’t 
like bringing attention to 
themselves. They don’t 
want the public – which 
for the most part thinks it 
pays top dollar for food to 
begin with – to get the idea 
farmers are driving Cadil-
lacs while other people are 
driving beaters. 

Indeed, if farmers have 

any woes right now, they’re 
not about money, unlike 
the not-too distant past 
when many farmers were 
truly making peanuts. 

Instead, what is (or should 
be) keeping farmers up at 
night is their lot in society. 

This is not as pressing a 
matter as profitability. But 
it sure has a lot to do with 
their sustainability. 

Farmers are in a tough 
spot. They need to find a 
comfortable place amid 
far-apart factions, those on 
one hand who reward them 
for using modern technol-
ogy to grow huge quantities 

of food to feed the whole 
world, and on the other 
hand, those who support 
a more storied approach 
and produce personalized, 
neatly packaged local food 
… or maybe do both, and 
keep smiling through it all 
for the sheer joy and satis-
faction of producing food. 

We’re told farmers are 
supposed to love farming 
no matter what, it’s a life-
style not a job, and all that. 

But it also has to be prof-
itable. And right now Ot-
tawa is suggesting it is. 

Ottawa says the average 
net worth per farm is ex-

pected to set new records 
of $2 million in 2014 and 
then grow to $2.1 million 
this year. Its preliminary 
forecast says farm incomes 
will remain “historically 
high” (not sure what that 
means) at $13 billion. 

But despite all this good 
news, federal agriculture 
and agri-food minister 
Gerry Ritz says the work’s 
not over if agriculture is to 
maintain this upbeat eco-
nomic position. 

He says Ottawa must be 
diligent in opening new 
markets, breaking down 
trade barriers, and continu-

ing to work with industry 
to strengthen agricultural 
research and innovation. 
That’s a positive sign for 
farmers, who overwhelm-
ingly favour investment 
in research, and have agri-
cultural research-intensive 
institutions such as the 
University of Guelph at 
their service. 

All these measures 
will enable producers to 
improve their incomes, 
support their families, and 
grow the Canadian econ-
omy, says Ritz. That’s an 
optimistic outlook, one that 
Ottawa’s numbers support. 

RoBeRts: Farmers sometimes left trying to bridge the gap between differing expectations of them
from | 15

huis of Drayton to create 
AgriBrink. They recently 
sold one of their units in 
Denmark, which is encour-
aging. He says other farmers 
are interested in it because 
of the design and it’s much 
faster than what else is out 
there on the market.

The idea is new to North 
America, so it’s taking 
awhile to catch on. He said 

many people don’t under-
stand how it works, or why 
it’s a big deal. But he said 
the agricultural extension 
group is extremely sup-
portive, asking for him 
to give presentations ev-
erywhere from London to 
New Brunswick. Just last 
week he had a call from a 
fertilizer supplier in the 
Niagara region, who said 
their customers are asking 
for Kraayenbrink’s system.

agRiBRink: Happy to see the idea catch on with others who recognize the benefits of the system
from | 15 “We’ve sold a few more 

units this year,” Kraay-
enbrink said. “There are 
definitely people watching. 
They’re seeing that we’ve 
been here a number of 
years. We’re serious about 
what we’re doing.”

For those of us who 
aren’t farmers, he explains 
how deflating the tires can 
make a world of difference 
to the quality of soil.

“You take a two-year-old 

child, get them to stand on 
your foot, you can with-
stand that pressure,” Kraay-
enbrink explained. “Now 
get them to put on skates.”

It’s easy enough to un-
derstand. When weight is 
distributed over a larger 
area it isn’t as harsh on the 
ground. He said the soil is 
delicate and hard tires cut 
into it. Soft tires are gentle 
on the soil and allow it to 
keep the air in it so water 

gets though.
The idea sparked for 

Kraayenbrink when he 
learned about a 2008 study 
by Ed and Jamie Michel and 
Greg Stewart which showed 
a manure tanker’s tire pres-
sure changes the level of 
soil compaction. Changing 
tire pressure depending 
on the weight of a load has 
been common practice for 
trucking, but never for farm 
machinery. From there he 

visited farmers and universi-
ties in Europe to learn how 
he could apply this technol-
ogy to agricultural practices 
in Canada. 

“Compaction is a con-
cern to soil health and 
that’s probably a big driver 
to why we started this,” 
Kraayenbrink said. “It’s 
been in Europe for 30 or so 
years, it’s just never been 
used here in Ontario, in 
North America really.”

100100 General Excellence
Class 5 (Circ. 12,500 - 22,499)

Feature Writing Circ. 10,000+ 

Humour Columnist 
of the Year 
Steve Galea

Use of Process Colour

Best Community Newspaper
Web Site/Web Portal Circ. 10,000+

www.ObserverXtra.com

CELEBRATING 100
INDUSTRY AWARDS
The Observer received more nods from industry peers 
with recent nominations announced through the 
OCNA Better Newspaper Competion. 

The Observer celebrates its 19th year in business as well as reaching the 100 
industry award milestone this week. No other weekly in Waterloo Region 
has been recognized as often as The Observer.  Our success is a reflection 
of the communities we serve.  We can’t thank our loyal readers and 
advertisers enough for relying on The Observer to deliver the news and 
advertising messages every week — your support is appreciated.

2014 Ontario 

Community Newspaper 
Awards Nominations:
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THE ARTS
on stage / live theatre

Bringing the acting close to home
EDSS grad Justin Bott excited to join the cast of Drayton Entertainment’s The Last Resort, which opens next week

whitney neilson

He’s performed every-
where from Calgary, Al-
berta to Osaka, Japan, but 
being back on home turf 
with Drayton Entertain-
ment has always been on 
his bucket list.

Justin Bott’s role in The 
Last Resort brings him back 
to his roots, where he first 
learned to love theatre, in 
Elmira.

“I think my parents 
would tell you I’ve always 
been outgoing 
and putting 
on plays,” Bott 
said. “Eventu-
ally I started 
taking acting 
in school at 
Grand River 
Collegiate 
Institute and 
then I came 
to EDSS for 
Grades 11, 12, 
and 13 and so I 
studied under 
Gord Davis 
and did high school shows, 
did community theatre.” 

Written by acclaimed 
Canadian playwright Norm 
Foster,  The Last Resort, 
follows Bott’s character, 
Nick Galeazzo, a restau-
rant owner hiding from 
the mob at a resort in 
Saskatchewan. He’s joined 
by federal agent Angela 
Miller, poet Trent Balfour, 
couple Sid and Liz Barzini, 
resort owner Freda Heitz, 
twins Jessica and Julia 
Youngstead and Inspector 
Closely.  

Bott has performed this 
show before as Trent Bal-
four, which is part of the 
reason why he wanted to 
be in it again – he can’t get 

enough.
“It’s a murder mystery 

comedy musical, so it has 
all these elements that I 
love,” Bott said. “You’ve got 
a little bit of seriousness 
with the murder mystery, 
then you’ve got the comedy 
element and the musical 
element so there’s lots of 
real mixed with ridiculous-
ness. The role of Nick is 
really great because he’s 
super, super paranoid. So 
he’s kind of actively wor-
rying the whole time. He 

is convinced 
right from the 
beginning that 
someone is 
trying to kill 
him.”

All of these 
aspects are 
what make 
the show so 
unique and 
lovable. But 
they’re also 
what make it 
so difficult to 
pull off.

“So far Mark, our direc-
tor, has laid out the pitfalls 
of the show, which is that 
we can get really caught 
up in the comedy, keeping 
everything really funny,” 
Bott said. “But then you 
lose the murder mystery 
and you lose the fact that 
it’s a musical. He’s said it’s 
all those elements together. 
All three of those elements 
have to be present at all 
times.”

After rehearsing with 
the rest of the cast, some 
of whom he’s worked with 
before and seen in other 
productions, he says Dray-
ton’s gathered a real A-list 
group of actors.

“It’s going to be a great 

way to kick off their sea-
son,” Bott said. “This and 
the Wizard of Oz start their 
season off and both are 
fantastic shows.”

Bott’s acting resume is 
extensive itself, having 
performed in such produc-
tions as Doug Ford in Rob 
Ford: The Musical at The 
Factory Theatre and Avram 
in Fiddler on the Roof at 
Stage West Mississauga. 
After completing  The Last 
Resort he’ll be performing 
in Snow White with Dray-
ton Theatre and Avenue Q 
at the Citadel Theatre in 
Edmonton.

He says his most chal-
lenging role thus far was 
Freddy in Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels because of 
how much singing is in-
volved and how active the 
character is. Regardless, 
he’s always looking for 
more challenging parts to 
play to increase his ver-
satility.

“I’d love to do any of the 
other summer festivals 
as well, Shaw, Stratford, 
Charlottetown,” Bott said. 
“Partially because they’re 
really prestigious festivals 
and they’re really world re-
nowned, but I think Dray-
ton is, too. Drayton does 
shows 12 months of the 
year. Not many other the-
atre companies do shows 
12 months of the year. I’ve 
always said I want to work 
with as many people as 
possible to try to develop 
my skills and put my name 
out there.”

Bott studied at the Cana-
dian College of Performing 
Arts after spending two 
years working in a factory 
after high school gradua-
tion. He’s been performing 

professionally since 2006 
and is especially looking 
forward to  The Last Resort, 
as his friends and family 
who live in Elmira will be 
able to come see him in his 
element. His mom already 
has her tickets.

“I can tell you it’s going 
to be a riot, it’s going to be 
hilarious. I’m not sure I’ll 
be able to keep a straight 
face on stage,” Bott said.

 The Last Resort runs 
from March 4 to March 22 
at St. Jacobs Country Play-

Justin Bott gets to enjoy some time with his family while performing in The Last Resort in St. Jacobs next month. [whitney neilson/the observer]

house. Tickets are $42 for 
a regular performance, $34 
for a preview performance, 
$25 for youth under 20 for 
any show.

For tickets and show 
times visit www.draytonen-
tertainment.com.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

PUTTING ON A SHOW?
Concerts, theatre productions, art tours and more … Showcase your creative events here!
Advertise it with a banner in the Observer Arts section.
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HELP WANTED

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, family 
owned and operated feed company serving livestock and 
poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

PRODUCTION WORKER 
(Pelleting/Receiving)

This fulltime position will involve shift work week days 
(Monday to Friday) with an occasional Saturday shift. 
Responsibilities will include warehouse duties, night 
loading and possible pelleting.

The successful applicant will have

• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relationships with 

co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively with 

customers.
At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in providing 
the finest in quality feeds and service to our customers 
in the livestock and poultry industries. Therefore, a 
background in agriculture is considered an asset.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited

2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON N0B 1V0

Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all those who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

$741.50 + ROYALTIES
For Commercials to Photographic Jobs

Tuesday, March 3, 2015
5:00pm - 7:30pm

Photo Shoot and Screen Test $20
If not accepted, money refunded.

**ELMIRA**

Call to Book Your Appt:

519-940-8815

Looking for Babies, Kids, Teens
and Adults of all ages

HELP WANTED

Production Staff – WallenStein location
Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. is a fast 
paced livestock feed manufacturing facility serving 
livestock and poultry farmers across Ontario. Our 
mandate is to provide leadership in the delivery of 
nutritional solutions and support for our customers 
in achieving their goals. We have a dedicated team 
of 180 employees who take pride in making sure 
we meet or exceed our customers’ expectations. 

We are accepting applications for full time positions on all shifts to 
assist in the production and packaging of feed. These positions 
require hard working, responsible individuals with excellent attention to 
detail and the ability to perform repeated heavy lifting. 

These positions include a full benefits package. If you are interested in 
a rewarding work life please submit your resume via mail to P.O. Box 
22, 7307 Wellington Road 86, Wallenstein Ont., N0B 2S0 or via email to 
recruiting@wfs.ca by March 6, 2015.

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, and thank all 
applicants in advance. Accommodations are available  

during all stages of the recruitment process.

HELP WANTED

Choose more than a job, choose a CAREER!
Orr Insurance & Investment is currently recruiting highly 

motivated individuals for the following positions:

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE

With 7 locations throughout Southwestern Ontario, Orr Insurance & Investment is a 
progressive and growing brokerage.  We are currently seeking highly motivated individu-
als with proven sales / customer service experience to sell Commercial and Personal Lines 
insurance products and service new and existing clients.   
The right candidates will be goal oriented individuals with proven personal and profession-
al success, a natural drive to succeed and an entrepreneurial attitude. They will possess 
solid written and verbal communication skills as well as strong interpersonal skills.  
A tradition of excellence.  Orr is a leading insurance broker offering a rewarding career 
with room for growth.  Our goal is to help you reach yours by encouraging teamwork, 
creativity and continuous learning.  We offer competitive wages, tuition / course / 
certification coverage, a comprehensive benefits package, and an exciting, dynamic 
work environment.  Interested candidates should submit a resume and cover letter   
 Attn: Human Resources to:
 Orr Insurance Brokers Inc. Fax: 519-271-7626 
 50 Cobourg Street  Email: hr@orrinsurance.net
 Stratford ON  N5A 3E5

 
 

Orr Insurance 
is an equal 
opportunity 
employer.  We 
appreciate all 
applications 
however only 
those selected 
for an interview 
will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

AZ & DZ Driver’s 

experience with LTL Freight is preferred but we are willing to train. 

All applicants must possess a clean CVOR & driver abstract. 

At Enviro-
Company paid benefits. 

Please apply in person at 7201 Line 86, Wallenstein, ON.               
or send your resume and drivers abstract to              
Email: info@enviro-eze.com               
Fax: 519-669-8301  

NOW HIRING DRIVERS 
P/T and F/T POSITIONS AVAILABLE 

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE THURSDAYS BY 10AM

JOB OPENING: 

WOODWORKING 
CRAFTSMAN

Chervin Custom Woodworks Inc. is a leading 
manufacturer of high quality hotel furniture and 
custom kitchen cabinets located on the edge of 
Waterloo in the town of Hawkesville. They are 
in need of qualified woodworking machinist, 
assemblers and finishers. We are looking for 
individuals that have a keen interest in 
woodworking and craftsmanship skill and a 
strong desire to increase this skill. The successful 
candidate will also need to exhibit excellent 
interpersonal and team-building skills. 

To apply for this position please respond with 
your resume and references to  

humanresources@chervin.ca or call 
519-699-5661

HELP WANTED

FIND IT
IN THE OBSERVER

HEALTH CArE

BOWEN THERAPY YOuR 
choice for effective treatment 
of specific health conditions 
or wellness maintenance. 
KEVIN BARTLEY, Professional 
Bowenwork Practitioner, 
Clock Tower Wellness Centre, 
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
519-669-0112. Every Body is 
Better with Bowen!

For SALE

HillcREsT HOmE BAkiNg 
Spring Sale March 3-14. 519-
669-1381. 10% off all fabrics, 
tablecloth, hosiery, under-
wear, bedspreads, dishes. 
50% off selected polyesters. 
15% off selected and short 
ends fleece. 15% off 100% 
cottons. New: Seconds - tea 
towels $1.99, same thick 
quality as the seconds bath 
towels $3.99. Order your 
dinnerware set through the 
month of March and receive 
10% discount still some dis-
continued sets at half price.

mOW sYsTEm fOR 120’ barn. 
Monkton area. Call 519-347-
2629.

WANTED

PROfEssiONAl cOuPlE 
sEEkiNg house rental in 
Elmira, St. Jacobs, St. Cle-
ments, Conestoga or area. 
Call 519-807-2922.

rENTALS

ElmiRA - 2 Bedroom base-
ment apt. in quiet duplex. 
Clean, no smoking, no pets, 
laundry, $850 incl. Avail. April 
1st. Call or text 519-574-6105.

ElmiRA - 2 bedroom town-
house. Please, no smoking, 
no pets. $925 plus utilities. 
Suitable for quiet tenants. 
Call 519-580-6683. One 
Parking space included.

GArAGE SALES

iNdOOR gARAgE sAlE. Wool-
wich Memorial Centre, Sat. 
April 11. 7:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Vendors needed. 519-669-
6026. bbaechler@woolwich.
ca www.woolwich.ca

WWW.obSErvErxTrA.Com
Visit us online:
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Schill, Rita (Mrs. Leo)
Peacefully passed away on Wednesday, 
February 25, 2015 at Leisureworld Care 
Centre, Elmira at the age of 95 years. 
Beloved wife of the late Leo Schill 
(1991). Dear mother of Jack and Mary 
Ann Schill, Ann and Mike O’Donnell, 
Peggy and John Aarlaht. Grandmother 
of Kevin O’Donnell and Beth Price, 
Brian and Shauna O’Donnell. Great 
grandmother of Emma and Riley 
Price, James, Nicholas and Grace 
O’Donnell. Survived by her sister Marie 
Wagner, her brother Clifton Voisin, her 
brother-in-law Lloyd Netzke, and by 
nieces and nephews and their families. 
Predeceased by her parents Albert and 
Clementine (Kittel) Voisin, her sisters 
Gertrude, Myrta, Doris and her brother 
Ronald. Cremation has taken place. 
There will be no funeral home visitation 
or funeral service. A private family 
interment will take place at Parkview 
Cemetery in the spring. A special thank 
you to the caring staff of Robin’s Grove, 
Leisureworld. Arrangements entrusted 
to the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

FAmILY ALbUm 
DEADLINE IS: 

WEDNESDAYS 
BY 5PM

FAMilY AlBUM

THANk YOU

THANk YOU

BiRTH NOTicE

iN MEMORiAM cONgRATUlATiONSSTAg & DOE

OBiTUARY

OBiTUARY

OBiTUARY

DEATH NOTicES

BuRN, mildREd BlANcHE 
| 1931-2015 Passed away 
at K-W Health Centre of 
Grand River Hospital on 
February 21, 2015, at the 
age of 83. Local relatives 
areher daughters Cathy 
Wannamaker (Kirk) 
of Elmira and Nancy 
Schwindt (Randy) of 
Maryhill.

REimER, mARiE (fOERsTER) 
| Passed away at Grand 
River Hospital, Freeport 
Site, on Thursday, 
February 19, 2015, in her 
74th year.

ROPP, ElmER | Passed 
away peacefully on 
Monday, February 
23, 2015, at Stratford 
General Hospital. Elmer 
resided in Brunner and 
was born 89 years ago 
in Wellesley. 

Bauman, Adina (Weber)
Peacefully passed into the presence 
of the Lord with family at her side on 
Sunday, February 22, 2015 at Chartwell 
Long Term Care, Elmira, at the age of 86 
years. Beloved wife of the late Addison 
M. Bauman (1990). Cherished mother 
of Evelyn Lane (the late Ross-2002), 
Geraldine Hotchkiss (Gary), Pat Martin 
(Murray), Martin Bauman (Barb), 
Ray Bauman (Barb), Dolores Ramirez 
(Miguel), Stewart Bauman (Cheryl), 
Eunice Frey (James), Pearl Frey (Wayne), 
and Jen Rice (Bill). Also lovingly 
remembered by her 24 grandchildren 
and 15 great-grandchildren. Sister of 
Leavea (Schnurr) Wiens (Jake) and 
sisters-in-law Elizabeth Weber, Alma 
Frede, Mary Martin, and brother-in-law 
Adin Bauman (Irene). Predeceased 
by her parents Onias and Mary (Frey) 
Weber, siblings Elizabeth and Ephraim 
in infancy, Onias (Lena) Weber, Emerson 
Weber, Sarah (George) Reid, Elam 
Weber, brothers-in-law Grant Schnurr, 
Reinhard Frede, Leonard Martin, and 
James (Alma) Bauman. The family 
will receive their relatives and friends 
at the Wallenstein Bible Chapel, 4522 
Herrgott Road, on Saturday, February 
28, 2015 from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. Interment 
at Hawkesville Cemetery on Monday, 
March 2, 2015 at 2:30 p.m. followed by 
a memorial service at Wallenstein Bible 
Chapel at 4 p.m. In Adina’s memory, 
donations to Conestoga Bible Camp or 
Chateau Gardens Auxiliary would be 
appreciated as expressions of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Cheeseman, John R. “Jack”
Peacefully passed away on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 22, 2015 at St. Mary’s Hospital, at 
the age of 88 years. Jack, of Kitchener 
formerly of Elmira, was the beloved 
husband of the late Marie (Ghent) 
Cheeseman (2008). Loving father of 
John and Carla of Waterloo. Devoted 
Papa of Mitchell, Tyler, and Emma. 
Jack was the last surviving member of 
his family having been predeceased 
by his parents Samuel and Emma 
(Knight) Cheeseman, his brother Ernie 
and sister Florence Hollman. Jack was 
postmaster in Elmira for 33 ½ years 
having retired in 1985, and was active 
in the Elmira Lions for over 40 years. 
At Jack’s request, cremation has taken 
place. A memorial service for family 
and friends will be held at the Village 
of Winston Park, 695 Block Line Road, 
Kitchener on Friday, February 27, 2015 
at  2 p.m. In Jack’s memory, donations 
to Lions Foundation of Canada for the 
Dog Guide Programs would be appreci-
ated and may be obtained by calling the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Thank you
The family of Buster Ertel would like to 

thank our relatives, neighbours and friends 
for the love and support shown to us during 

the loss of our loved one. Thank - you for 
the gifts of flowers, food and donations to 
Friends of Hockey and St. Mary’s Cardiac 
Care. To his work family at LTL/JET, his 

hockey buddies and morning coffee group, 
we appreciate your kind and caring words 

and friendship. A special thank-you to Father 
Dave for his support and kind words; to 

Dreisinger Funeral Home for their profes-
sionalism and guidance; to the pallbearers; 
to the paramedics; to the staff at St. Mary’s 

Hospital, Guelph General Hospital and 
Hamilton General Hospital; and, to Chaplain 
Marry for her prayers. Special thanks to the 
C.W.L. & helpers who served lunch and the 

choir of St. Teresa’s Church, Elmira. Our 
husband, Father, Papa and Great Papa will 

live on in our hearts forever.
Betty Ertel and Family

In loving memory of 

Gerald Wideman
Jan 20, 1943 - Feb 28, 2000

Not a day goes by
that I don’t look at your picture

 and smile, or cry,
 or both

Stag & Doe

Friday March 6th, 7:00p.m-1:00p.m 
Elmira Lions Hall, 40 St. West, Elmira 

Ticket $10 or $12 at door 
Dance, pie auction, games,  

raffles, food & more!

for Justin Martin & Emily Reitzel 

Contact Jenna Martin 519-729-2916 
or Rachael Freeman 519-760-4414

Thank You
I want to thank my family, relatives 

and friends for their generosity 
and kindness shown to me on the 

occassion of my 95th birthday.

My sincere thanks to all of you for 
making this birthday special.

Marcella Furlong

Ron Lorentz
Congratulations on your 

successful recruitment with 
Waterloo Fire Rescue!
Your family and friends

AZ/DZ Driver
• Must have minimum 3 years flatbed, 

tractor-trailer, dump truck and forklift 
/moffat experience.

• Must have clean driver’s abstract with 
Letter of Experience from prior employ-
ment for insurance purposes.

• This position’s main focus is full time 
local deliveries (days) during peak 
season, with the potential of full-time 
hours during off-season.

• The nature of the business is fast 
moving and dynamic, the perfect candi-
date will be extremely flexible and able 
to effectively deal with changes in 
business needs as they arrive.

Please email or fax resume with Driver’s 
Abstract to:
     Email: fleet@stonelandscapes.ca
     Fax: 519-888-9904
     www.stonelandscapes.ca

Renovate | Upgrade | Enjoy

Looking for AZ Drivers and Owner 
Operators to run Canada and USA
Company Drivers:

• Competitive wage package
• Full company paid benefit package 
• Company supplied cell phone
• Home most weekends 

Owner Operators:
• Compensated by Percentage (bi-weekly)

• Competitive Insurance rates
• Fuel Cards Supplied
• Company filed fuel tax
• Home most weekends 

If you have a clean CVOR abstract, and 
are interested in joining a winning team 
please send your resume to:
rick@floydgibbonstrucking.ca

Vienna Abigail Scott

Andrew and Holly Scott (Meyer) give 
all praise to the Lord for the arrival of 
Vienna Abigail.  Born February 3, 2015 

weighing 9 lbs 10oz.  Isaac, Landon, 
Chloe and Blake are very thankful to 

have another sister to play with.
Psalm 37:4-5

sPARRY, JAmEs “Jim” 
WAlTER | Passed away 
peacefully on February 
20, 2015 at Groves 
Memorial Hospital, 
Fergus, at the age of 86. 
Local relatives are his 
daughter Ellen Sparry 
(Glen Meatherall) of 
Elmira. 

WAgNER, HAROld (RusTY) 
| Passed away peaceful-
ly on Saturday, February 
14, 2015, at Stratford 
General Hospital. Harold 
resided in New Hamburg 
and was born 84 years 
ago in Wellesley. 

Go AHEAD, 
mAkE 

THEIr DAY.
PlAcE A fAmilY AlBum NOTicE!
Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit:  www.observerxtra.com
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WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

WE FIX
SLIPPERY

WHEN WET

BATHTUBS, CERAMIC AND 
PORCELAIN TILE BRICK, 
TERRAZZO AND OTHER 
SURFACES GUARANTEED, 
INVISIBLE, AND COST EFFECTIVE

For more info email noslipperyfloors@gmail.com
or call 519-588-7413 | theredwolfcompany.com

Propellant 49
The best ice and snow 
melter on the Planet. 

Safe for trees and 
plants, will not rust, 

corrode or stain. 
No residue. Continues 
past -50°C and keeps 
melting 36 hours after 

being applied.

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTomoTIvE SErvICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENErAL SErvICES

GENErAL SErvICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBSERVER SERVicE DiREcTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396
www.biobobs.com

$275.00/pump
OUT
+H.S.T.

(1800 Gallon Residential)
Not valid with any other
special offers or coupons.

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

HomE ImProvEmENTS SErvICES

HomE ImProvEmENTS SErvICES

GENErAL SErvICES

GENErAL SErvICES

S
PA

C
E

F
o

r
 r

E
N

T

AT YoUr SErvICE.
Advertise your business services in our directory.  

Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 
call donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

We specialize in getting the word out! 
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.

Call someone you 
can trust.

Call Cindy.

PrINTING | mAILING | SIGNAGE SErvICES

OBSERVER SERVicE DiREcTORY

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call Jeff Basler, Owner/Operator, today 519.669.9081 
mobile: 519.505.0985 | fax: 519.669.9819 | ever-green@sympatico.ca

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• Lawn Mowing Packages
• Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping

• Top Dressing/Overseeding
• Mulch Delivery & Installation

• Commercial & Residential Full Flower 
Bed Maintenance

• Snow Plowing & Ice Control
• Tractor Snowblowing

oUTDoor SErvICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

For digging through frozen ground! 
• Trenching
• Excavating
• Back fill compaction plate
• Laneway sanding available

INTRODUCING OUR PIC BUCKET
Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  

Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 
Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HomE ImProvEmENT SErvICES

HomE ImProvEmENT SErvICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

Contact us for your 
Mail House 

 

CANADA POST EXPERT!
is an authorized

 

• Mail preparation • Sorting

• List Cleansing • Inserting

• Stamping • Tracking

Because we’re excited with our role as a CANADA POST EXPERT,  
 we are offering you an AMAZING DEAL! 

4”x6” full colour 2 sided postcard
Unaddressed Admail
Minimum order of 1,000 pieces
**Plus  1¢ extra for transportation to designated RVU

*All you need to do is pay M&T’s 
Unaddressed Admail rate of 16¢ per piece. PRINTING IS FREE!16each

¢**
907 Frederick St.    KITCHENER    T 519-571-0101

265 Weber St. N.    WATERLOO    T 519-886-6800

21 Malcolm Rd.       GUELPH          T 519-836-4441

125 Sheldon Dr.      CAMBRIDGE   T 519-621-6611

 
M&T Printing Group will:

4”x6” 
POSTCARDS 

PRINTED

www.mtprint.com

Offices also in London and Brantford

YOUR
POSTCARDPRINTER

• Product Fulfillment

FREE
*

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira
Serving the community for 25 years

Custom Window
Coverings

Latest Styles
of

Window Blinds
and

Custom Drapery

At competitive pricing

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

226-868-8131
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Domestic &
   Exotic Woods



22 | CLASSIFIED THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2015

REAl ESTATE liSTiNgS

bUYING? SELLING? 
or jUST LookING?

thE obSErvEr hAS thE FrEShESt
LoCAL LIStIngS In thE mArkEt.

FIND YoUr DrEAm HomE iN cANADA’S 
BEST cOMMUNiTY NEWSPAPER

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

A DONATION will be made with every 
home bought or sold by Alli, Paul or Sue.

Don’t Wait, Now is the Time to List!

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

HOME EVALUATION.

FREECall today 
and book a

Thinking About Selling?

Elmira - Live in this updated 3 bedroom home with an ensuite 
bathroom, main floor laundry, and attached garage with a low 
mortgage payment offset by the income of the other 2 units. 
With separate meters for the utilities and all appliances 
included, this well maintained property is ready for you and the 
renters that you choose to move in! MLS 1441079 & 1441072.

Drayton - Located on 6 acres this extraordinary home is 
nestled in picturesque scenery. Featuring: Private lane, 
1500 sqft, (30ft x 50ft) workshop with 60amp service, 
and 1600sqft home. Finished top to bottom with an open 
layout this rare find is extremely well kept. MLS 1442024.

PRIVATE HAVEN!
$649,000$649,000$474,500$474,500

LIVE IN 1 AND RENT OUT 2!

Elmira - With a 2000 sq foot office space, a 1 bedroom 
unit, and 2 bedroom unit, this downtown property could 
be your ideal investment! MLS 1442236.

STORE FRONT IN ELMIRA
$549,000$549,000

St. Jacobs - This 2 bedroom home is right in the heart of 
town, close to down town shopping. Large kitchen featuring 
pine ceiling, oak cupboards & walk out to patio, perfect for 
entertaining. Beautiful main bath is equipped w/skylight & 
water jet tub. Call today to book a viewing. MLS 1437697.

$289,000$289,000
IN THE HEART OF TOWN Elmira - This 3 bedroom bungalow is situated on a quiet street 

close to the park and public school. Cozy up to the wood burning 
fireplace in the rec room or BBQ with friends on the patio in the 
large back yard. This home includes an updated kitchen, central 
air, central vac, fridge, stove, dishwasher, microwave, washer 
and dryer. Ready for you to move in and relax. MLS 1444078.

$309,900$309,900
BUNGALOW, GREAT YARD

Elmira - This 2 + 1 bedroom bungalow has a double car garage with ample parking in the 
double wide driveway, with entrance into the house from the garage. This eat in kitchen has a 
walk out to the beautiful back yard boasting an in-ground pool with new liner, pump, filter, and 
blanket. Have formal dinners in the separate dining room, and enjoy the ease of main floor 
laundry as well as a main floor master bedroom with a walk in closet, and ensuite bathroom. 
This home is a must see. Call for a viewing today! MLS 1512120.

$459,000$459,000
QUIET CRESCENT

Elmira - Charming Victorian style older home. Large fenced 
treed lot in central location. Natural original wood trim 
throughout. Pine & Oak floors. Maple floor in country 
kitchen. Finished attic with skylights for natural light. You 
won't want to miss this! MLS 1514389.

$269,900$269,900
CENTURY HOME CHARM

Elmira - Make yourself at home in this 2 + 1 bedroom 
bungalow. The master bedroom boasts 2 closets in the 
dressing area into the ensuite bath. With wet bar, games 
area, and a projector included, this rec room was made 
for entertaining or simply relaxing. MLS 1514312.

OPEN CONCEPT BUNGALOW

SOLD

$475,000$475,000Sat. Feb.
28th, 1-3pm
Sat. Feb.

28th, 1-3pm

THIS
WEEKS
OPEN
HOUSE

THIS
WEEKS
OPEN
HOUSE

23 OAKCLIFFE STREET,
ELMIRA

519-579-4110
sold@clickthathouse.com

TEAM

Warren McNeil - Sales Rep. | Melanie McNeil - Sales Rep. 

TWIN CITY REALTY INC.
BROKERAGE

OFFICE

Better than new! Immaculate, 3 b/r, 3 
bath, Elmira Home. Open concept 
layout, great room w/gas firplace, 
gleaming hardwood floors & vaulted 
ceiling. Spacious kitchen w/ceramic 
tile, black appliances (included), 
abundance of cabinets, blanco sink 
and dinette with walkout to 
incredible, new deck and fenced 
yard. Upstairs features new flooring, 
3 good sized bedrooms, huge master 
suite w/ walk-in closet and updated 
ensuite with glass shower and 
corner tub. Shows A+++!

$444,500

226-818-5311 | verdonehomes.com

Visit our Model Home at:

42 Bedell Drive, Drayton
Mon & Tues. 1-7pm | Sat. & Sun. 1-4:30pm | or by appointment

Single Family

CUSTOM QUALITY

Starting
from $350,900

Building in Drayton where homes are a�ordable

OPEN HOUSE Sunday, March 1st  |  1-3pm
32 Edward St., Drayton

$419,900

Alyssa Henry
Broker

519.831.1129
alyssa@alyssahenry.ca

www.alyssahenry.ca
782 Tower St, S. Fergus, ON

REAL ESTATE CENTRE INC.

519.831.1129

Custom designed floor plan, backs onto 
the field. 1300 sq ft semi, 3 beds, 2 baths 
sought after location. Thinking about 
buying your first home? Don't miss this 
one!

2000+ sq ft, 3 beds, 3 baths, fully finished 
top to bottom, beautiful backyard oasis 
w/on ground heated pool and large 
cedar/treated deck surrounding and still 
lots of yard left to entertain and play.

$242,500

NEW LISTING 160 Maple St., Drayton
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EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

Your referrals are appreciated!

ELMIRA CENTURY HOME! Many beautiful 
features in this 1888 home including 10’ 
ceilings main floor and 11’ ceilings on the 
second floor, original front door, pine flooring, 
nice foyer and staircase, two bathrooms, hot 
water heating. and stainless steel appliances. 
Unique detached double carport and beautiful 
exterior trim. MLS $469,900. Call Bert to view.

LEASE SPACE in busy plaza, 
three units in the “Professional 
Centre”, 145 s/f, 200 s/f & 856 s/f. 
Adjacent to the former Perks 
Coffee shop, 2639 s/f can be 
divided into smaller units. Owner 
is willing to help with renovations. 
MLS. Call Bert to view.

OPEN HOUSE Sunday, March 1,  2-4pm
20 Centre Street, Elmira

FREE Market Evaluation

FoR 
oPTImUm 

ADvErTISING 
rESULTS…

thE obSErvEr.

519.669.5790
www.observerxtra.com

REAl ESTATE liSTiNgS

90 Earl Martin Dr.,
Unit 4, Elmira   N3B 3L4

Bus: 519-669-3192
Fax: 519-669-3322

Elmira Real Estate Services
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED, BROKERAGE

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER OF RECORD

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

TOWNHOME BACKS 
ONTO GREENSPACE 
$309,900 ELMIRA Double 
car garage, access to interior & 
rear yard, kitchen 
w/appliances, cozy dinette, 
ceramic flrs, spacious living 
room, walkout to deck, large 
master w/walk-in, finished 
basement, 3 bdrms, 3 baths, 
central air.  NEW MLS

8 YEAR OLD SEMI
$300,000 ELMIRA 
Completely finished, offers 3 
bdrms, 3 bathrooms, nice 
kitchen with breakfast bar, 
appliances included, bright 
dinette with walkout to yard, 
finished rec.room, 
generously sized bdrms, 
c/air.  EXCL.

UPSCALE BUNGALOW TOWNHOMES
Priced From $322,900 − This 2nd phase 
is well underway, 3 bungalows and 2 
bungalow lofts available, beautifully 
appointed, double car garage, 
hardwood/ceramic, gas FP, main floor 
master & laundry.  EXCLUSIVE

4 BEDROOM HOME
$379,900 DRAYTON 10 
year old 2121 SQ.FT two 
storey, attached double 
car garage, fenced yard, 
shed & deck.  Oak kitchen 
w/granite counter tops, 
stainless steel appliances, 
bright living room, main 
floor laundry, 2 ensuite 
privileges, central air.  MLS

BONUS $10,000 in FREE UPGRADES! until  March 31st, 2015

OPEN HOUSE  |  168 Ridgeview Dr., Drayton
Saturday, Feb. 28th & Sunday, Mar. 1st, 1-3pmDRAYTON RIDGE

$349,900 ELMIRA Lovely 1985 
sq.ft. two storey situated across 
from a park, double driveway, 
single garage, cathedral ceiling 
open to the 2nd level, hardwood 
& ceramic flrs, gas fireplace, 
main flr living, dining, family & 
kitchen, fenced yd, shed, master 
ensuite. MLS.

NEW LISTING! BUNGALOW & 
LARGE SHOP
$299,900 DRAYTON Great 
property for the hobbyist, 
detached shop with hydro, 
attached double car garage.  
3 bedroom, 2 bathroom 
home, spacious sunroom 
addition with gas fireplace 
and walkout to yard, eat in 
kitchen, appliances 
included.  MLS

NEW LISTING!

38 Spring Wagon Lane, Elmira
Saturday, Feb. 28th, 1-3pmOPEN HOUSE

Brokerage

R.W. ThuR  
Real esTaTe lTd.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com
519-669-2772JulIe

heCKeNdORN
Broker

res: 519.669.8629

TRaCeY
WIllIaMs

Sales rep.
Cell: 519.505.0627

BRad MaRTIN
Broker of record,
MVa residential

res: 519.669.1068

Spring iS juSt around the corner … we have buyerS waiting! CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

Let our 50+ yearS oF eXperience worK For you!

AttrActive ‘fAmily home’ nestled in the trees. FOUR 
bedrooms. Lots of updates – shingles, siding, windows, 
furnace, CAC, most flooring, updated rec. room/games 
rm. Spacious kitchen + Dining room. 2 decks (hot tub). 
Wrought iron fence surrounds the lovely in ground pool. 
Parking for 6-8 vehicles! NEW EXCLUSIVE.

$539,000

NEW LISTING

5 BeDroomS – in Quaint Village of Linwood! Large lot 
– 66 x 165 feet, right in town. Main master bdrm AND 4 
bdrms upstairs. Separate L/R and D/R. Large kitchen PLUS 
office/pantry. Updated flooring, doors, windows and kitch-
en. New hot water heater (owned). Sliders from kitchen 
open to deck and large back yard. NEW MLS

$249,999

SPotleSS 4 level backsplit offers an eat-in kitchen open to 
spacious lower level family room w/large windows, gas fire-
place & bar. Formal LR/DR. 3 bdrms. 2 baths. Mature trees in 
deep back yard. Well maintained. Concrete driveway. MLS.

$399,000

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 17 Church St. W., Elmira • 519.669.1544 (Business)

519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

Drayton Ridge | $364,900 
The Brighton lll model, by Verdone Homes is one of many exciting models to be 
built. This two storey home boasts 1730 sq ft of open concept with main floor 
great room and 3 generous bedrooms upstairs with custom features. Various 
prices and options available. MLS Call Dale, to have the best selection.

Worth a Look | Drayton | $489,000
For her - large 1/2 acre in town property with renovated 4 bdrm, 3 bth home, 
large front porch and rear deck, attached dble garage. For him - a detached 
dream workshop 2400 sq ft, chain hoist, hydraulic lift, air compressor and 
lines, insulated and heated, room for ALL your toys. MLS Call Dale.

Drayton | $359,000
A lot of house for the money. Large 4+1 bedroom, with walk-out finished 
basement, huge master and ensuite, separate detached  insulated and wired 
workshop, above ground pool, large fenced yard and more.  MLS Call Dale.

Compare | $419,000
Custom built bungalow on a large lot. Covered deck, 3 gas fireplaces, vaulted 
and coffered ceilings, wired for sound, hard wood and ceramic flooring, granite 
counters,  arches, pillars, and much more. MLS Call Dale.

Country | NEW PRICE | $419,000
Almost 3 acres with a bush and fully fenced pond. On a paved road central to 
Harriston, Mount Forest, Kenilworth, Drayton. Custom built bungalow with 
impressive front entrance, high ceilings, fireplace, loads of windows, 2 walk 
outs to huge back deck, walk up from basement and more. A great place to 
raise a family. MLS Call Dale.

Take A Look Drayton | $319,000
Spacious open concept raised bungalow with cathedral ceiling, bright newer 
windows, a bright wide open rec. room, and many recent updates. Steps to 
school, medical centre, library, groceries, fitness gym. Fully fenced yard and 
walkout to deck. MLS. Call Dale. 

Opportunity Elmira | $350,000 
Commercial building, great exposure from 2 main streets, Arthur and Church, 
retail on main floor and large 2 bdrm upstairs. Upgraded and renovated 2011. 
Both up and down currently rented. MLS Call Dale.
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LIVING HERE

Brrrr, it’s cold out-
side ... yet it’s still warm in 
our kitchen. For many the 
last few weeks have been 
a drain, to say the least. 
There have been people 
hit hard with the flu or 
they are in full hibernation 
mode, not wanting to face 
the winter outside. Those 
are all signs that it is time 
to switch things up. Go into 
the fridge and grab those 
veggies, fruits and protein 
and reach for some real fla-
vour out of the cupboard. 
You know the ones I’m 
talking about: those spices 
that sit in the back because 
you’re not quite sure how 
to use them.

One of my favourite ways 
to change things up at the 
table is the big salad and 
chicken. I just made one 
last night and my guys 
loved it. It’s not a new idea 
but the combinations are 
endless. After a bit of a rest, 
I can create some new ways 
to fill them full of veggies 
and fruit.  

The secret to a satisfying 
meal as a salad is appeal-
ing to all those senses. The 
smell, warmth, texture will 
bring the dish together in-
cluding flavour with sweet-
ness and tang. The crunch 
can be nuts, sunflower 
seeds, cabbage, vegetable 
crisps or croutons. Sweet-

Spicing 
things up 
to help deal 
with cold 
weather

chef’s table | 27singing | 27

chef’s table/    
dierre acheson

RECIPE
NOTES

20 Oriole Parkway E., 
Elmira, ON

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084
info@leroysautocare.net

www.leroysautocare.net

Have you registered for the  
FREE Ladies Car Care Clinic yet? 
You don’t want to miss out! It will be held at 
Leroy’s Auto Care Inc. on April 18th, 2015 from 
10am - 12:30pm. Please contact the shop  
519-669-1082 or melanie@leroysautocare.net 
or shavonne@leroysautocare.net to register 
today! – Melanie

Volunteer effort / in good Voice

Choral singing a new healthy 
option for Woolwich residents
Pair of retired music teachers’ pitch 
for public singing group picked up 
by Woolwich Healthy Communities

WhITNEy NEIlSON

Lisa Shuh and Nancy Stayzer are heading up the new Woolwich Choral Society. [Whitney neilson / the observer]

Loosen up your vocal 
chords because the newly 
established Woolwich Cho-
ral Society is looking for 
your voice.

Launched by Woolwich 
Healthy Communities, the 
choir is free to join and 
aims to improve township 
residents’ wellness through 
the mental and physical 
benefits of singing.

Nancy Stayzer will be 
accompanying the choir 
on piano and Lisa Shuh 
will direct. Stayzer says the 
idea for the group was born 
out of a desire for a healthy 
activity in Woolwich that 
isn’t physically strenuous.

“Most of the things that 
we do, like plant trees and 
clean up day, is a more 
physical activity,” Stayzer 
said. “This year we were 
brainstorming ways to 
do something a little dif-
ferent, get more people 
interested in a less active 
activity.”

 She said the main point 
is to have fun, and she’s 
also heard that people who 
sing together build com-
munity spirit, and a lot of 
networking comes out of it.

Despite retiring from 
teaching after 31 years, 
Stayzer often returned to 
St. Jacobs Public School 
to help Shuh, who was 
the music teacher, put 
together musicals and ac-
company the choir. Shuh 
retired a year ago, so Stayz-

er thought it would be fun 
for them to do something 
musical outside of school.

They introduced the 
idea of choral singing back 
in the fall at Woolwich 
Healthy Communities’ vol-
unteer appreciation eve-
ning, a group Stayzer is a 
part of and where the idea 
came from.

“Lisa and I did a bit of 
an introduction to choral 
singing,” Stayzer said. “We 
taught them songs, there 
were probably 30 people 
and most of them signed 
up to come out starting 
next Tuesday night for six 
weeks.”

She said they plan to do 
fun music, like folk songs, 
and something with a bit 
of “food flavour” for their 
first performance at Taste 
of Woolwich.

“We’ll take a variety of 
songs to the first rehearsal 
and get an idea what the 
group is interested in 
and what sounds good,” 
Stayzer said. “We have to 
start with a lot of different 
things and then narrow it 
down to what works with 
the group.”

The first rehearsal will 
likely be a busy one, since 
they’re not sure how many 
people to expect. They’ll 
also be helping people de-
termine what section they 
should sing in through 
tone matching and deter-
mining their comfortable 
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITy EVENTS CAlENDAR e-Mail: ads@woolwichobserver.com

subMit an eVent The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PlACES Of fAITh | A DIRECTORy Of lOCAl hOUSES Of WORShIP WhEElChAIR
ACCESSIblE

NURSERy
PROVIDED

SUNDAy
SChOOl

hEARINg
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

februarY 28

Wellington County Farm and Home Safety 
Association Complementary Pancake Breakfast. 
Breakfast will be served from 9-11:45 a.m. at the Alma 
Community Centre, Alma. For more information call 
Walter Grose at 519-846-5329.

Visit the Wthhs historiCal Room at the Old 
School, 1137 Henry St., Wellesley between 10 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. Free admission.

March 3

bingo, upstairs at the St. Clements Community 
Centre, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the Paradise & District 
Lions Club. Wheelchair accessible. For more 
information, contact Joe Brick at 519-699-4022.

WoolWiCh Community serViCes has trained 
volunteers available to complete your income tax 
return. This service is offered free of charge to people 
with limited income. To find out if you qualify drop by 
or call Woolwich Community Services at 5 Memorial 
Ave. Elmira. 519-669-5139.

March 5

the lions Club oF Elmira Bingo – 7 p.m. at Elmira 
Lions Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All proceeds go to 
support the many projects of the Lions Club of Elmira. 
For more information call 519-572-2669.

March 6

World day oF prayer 2015 at St. Teresa of Avila Church, 
Flamingo Dr., Elmira. 7:30 p.m. World Day of Prayer is 
a worldwide movement of Christian women of many 
traditions who come together on the first Friday of 
March each year to observe a common day of prayer. All 
churches welcome. For more information 519-669-3387.

the Kids2Kids danCe 6:30 p.m., Woolwich 
Community Centre, 31 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. The 
Kids2Kids Dance is a fun and safe DJ’ed dance for kids 
grades 5-8. Tickets $5 at the door, 6:30-10 p.m. For 
more information email k2k@stjaocbslions.org.

you are inVited to participate in World Day of Prayer, 
7:30 p.m. at St. Peter’s Church in Heidelberg. This year’s 
country is the Bahamas and we will concentrate our 
prayers on their people, their struggles and hardships, 
their land with its beauty and threat of hurricanes and 
environmental risk. Join us for this insightful evening 
of prayer, information and DVD, fellowship and food. 
Goodwill offering will be received for World Day of 
Prayer grants. For more information contact Bev 
Baechler 519-699-4571 or Christal Kappes 519-664-1502.

March 7

WoolWiCh Community lions presents “Woodstock”, 
Lions Hall, Elmira, 8p.m. - 1 a.m. Two live bands - Hwy 
19, One Eyed Jack & the Fog Duckers. Come out and join 
the fun, dress for the era. Lunch. Tickets $15 pp 19+ yrs. 
Tickets available from any WCLC member, downtown 
at FB & Me, The Window Box, W.C. Brown Mens Wear or 
call 519-669-1258. Proceeds to Community Betterment.

Country Jam session, elmira Legion, 11 First St. E.,  
4-9 p.m. All pickers and singers are welcome. Dinner 
served from 5-7 p.m. Ham & scalloped potatoes; $10/
person. Call 519-669-2932 for dinner tickets.

March 8

elmira legion hungryman breaKFast with 
Waterloo Regional Police Auxiliary. Proceeds to 
Waterloo Region’s children’s safety village.;9 a.m. - 1 
p.m. Adults $6; 6-10 yr $3, under 5 free.

March 10

bingo, upstairs at the St. Clements Community 
Centre, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the Paradise & District 
Lions Club. Wheelchair accessible. For more 
information, contact Joe Brick at 519-699-4022.

WoolWiCh Community serViCes has trained 
volunteers available to complete your income tax 
return. This service is offered free of charge to people 
with limited income. To find out if you qualify drop by 
or call Woolwich Community Services at 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira. 519-669-5139.

March 11

seniors Community dining at noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.). Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville 
Rd., St. Jacobs. Cost $11. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noonday meal, 
fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for 
more information. 

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch
Proclaiming Christ through 

Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Sunday School 9:45am
Worship Service 11:00am

Hopping Thursdays
7-8:30pm

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM @ Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.
 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, March 1, 2015
9:15 & 11:00 AM

Series:

#Heaven & Hell

Challenging questions. 
Honest conversations.Trending

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Sun., March 1st

11:00 am

Ron Seabrooke
Discovering God Together

Saved by Gracebuilding relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Second 
Sunday of Lent

“The Way of the Cross”

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

makingfaithlive.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:45am 

519.669.5030 

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.
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aCross
1. ABC’s
7. Connection
13. Belief
16. Arctic jacket
17. Cover
18. Café alternative
19. Derived from silica
21. A crier
22. Always, to a poet
23. Pennsylvania German
24. “Your turn”
25. Obeys Ohm’s law
27. Race unit
28. Sphere
30. ___-tac-toe
32. Hazardous
33. Gripe
36. Water nymph
37. Assortment
39. Correspondent
41. Article of faith
45. Speach defects
47. ___ constrictor
48. Hawaiian wreath
49. Corn serving
50. Carpenter’s machine

51. Fly catcher
53. Be bombastic
55. Singer DiFranco
56. “Aladdin” prince
58. Dadaism founder
60. Waterwheel
61. Axes
63. Refusal
66. “___ It Romantic?”
67. “Two Women” Oscar 
winner
68. Breakfast cereal
70. Pitcher, of a sort
73. Be in a cast
75. Cashew, e.g.
76. Fed. construction 
overseer
79. Fine dinnerware
80. A kind of computer 
architecture
81. Greenfly, e.g.
83. Monopolize
84. Hitler’s mistress
87. Dressed
89. Old verb ending
90. “Get a move on!”
92. Ace place?

93. Brood
94. English cathedral city
95. Nerf ____
doWn
1. Essential
2. Soul
3. The view that only the 
self exists
4. Western blue flag, e.g.
5. Lozenge
6. Schuss, e.g.
7. Chemical element
8. Commencement
9. Egg-shaped instrument
10. Mary ___ cosmetics
11. “It’s no ___!”
12. Final part of a speech
13. Agenda entries
14. Mideast V.I.P.
15. Compassion
20. Abandoned web
26. Conceal
29. Criminal charge
31. Poker action
34. 19th letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet
35. Comprehend

37. Talipot palm
38. Jungle climber
40. Song of joy
42. Myopic
43. Dine at home
44. Milk-Bone biscuit, e.g.
46. Timely
52. Cup part
54. Aggravate
57. “I had no ___!”
59. Potbelly
62. Hate group
64. Coat
65. Moldovan monetary unit
69. Horse barn
70. Flu symptoms
71. Hindu loincloth
72. Strength
74. Bit of color
77. It doesn’t hold water
78. Calculator, at times
82. Dock
85. Alternative to Bowser
86. Absorbed, as a loss
88. Baseball bat wood
91. Oregon

Playa Pesquero, Cuba

Bruce & Deb Beirnes travelled to Playa 
Pesquero in Cuba for their nephew’s 
destination wedding on January 20th. 
Here the couple relaxes on the beach with 
their Observer.

location

caPtion

The average NHL hockey puck sees just seven minutes of duty in its game life

Q. As one psycholo-
gist put it, without your 
body you’re nobody. And 
without the human body, 
the English language 
would lose some of its 
colour and richness. Can 
you name the body part 
and meaning related to 
the following, from Anu 
Garg’s “A.Word.A.Day” 
web site: “cordate,” 
“amanuensis,” “impedi-
menta” and “spleen.”
a. Simply put, “cordate,” 
from the Latin for “heart,” 
means “heart-shaped,” 
as in “The cordate leaves 
were large and broad and 
ended in a single point” 

(Yann Mertel in “Life of 
Pi”). “Amanuensis” (uh-
man-you-EN-sis), from 
Latin “manus” for “hand,” 
means “a person who takes 
dictation or copies manu-
scripts.” “Impedimenta” is 
defined as “baggage, sup-
plies or equipment related 
to an activity or expedition, 
especially when regarded 
as slowing one’s progress.” 
It derives from “ped” for 
“foot,” which also gives us 
“pedal,” “podium”, “octo-
pus,” “impede,” “expedi-
ency,” and more.

Finally, “spleen,” an ab-
dominal organ that cleans 
blood, has historical roots in 
the belief that four humors 
controlled human behavior 
and that an excess of black 
bile secreted by the spleen 
resulted in melancholy or ill 
humor. Hence its meaning 
of “bad temper.”

Q. Sports trivia nuts, 
what’s the average lifes-
pan of an NHL hockey 
puck, what do ice-skaters 
skate on, how many 
rotations does a pitched 
knuckleball make enroute 
to home plate, and where 
did the golfer’s warning 
cry of “Fore!” originate?
a. It’s seven short minutes 
for the life of hockey pucks, 
which either fly into the 
stands or are removed be-
cause friction warms them 
up too much, causing them 
to start bouncing on the ice, 
say Harry Bright and Jakob 
Anser in “That’s a Fact, 
Jack!” “Game pucks – chilled 
to -10 degrees F – are kept in 
a freezer in the penalty box.” 

Did you know that ice-
skaters skate on water, not 
ice, because at 32 degrees F, 
ice has a liquid surface bare-

ly a few millionths of an inch 
thick. “Below -31 degrees F, 
the liquid layer becomes so 
thin that a skater’s blades 
would stick rather than glide 
across the ice.”

Ideally, the “knuckleball” 
should complete less than a 
single rotation on its way to 
the plate. The pitch’s danc-
ing erraticisms are due to the 
air molecules pushing differ-
ently on the ball’s seams and 
smooth surfaces. 

Finally, the “Fore!” in golf 
owes credit to the English 
military: “Back when sol-
diers fired rifles in lines, the 
command ‘Beware before!’ 
was a signal for the front line 
to kneel or risk getting their 
heads blown off.”
Q. A puzzling situation: 
When students of neu-
roscientist Jeffrey Mogil 
were investigating how 
the presence of a human 

researcher affected a lab 
mouse’s pain response, 
they found that some-
times someone’s presence 
reduced the pain, other 
times it made no differ-
ence. “Something fishy” 
seemed to be going on. 
What was it?
a. When the students 
reevaluated their data con-
trolling for the researcher’s 
gender, they discovered 
that the mice exhibited as 
much as 36% less pain when 
the student present was 
male, says David Grimm in 
“Science” magazine. (Pain 
was measured by videoing 
a mouse’s face and using 
a 3-point “grimace scale.”) 
Female mice were slightly 
more sensitive to the effect 
than male mice. The key was 
odour, which held up wheth-
er the scent stimuli came 
from the students’ T-shirts, 

or bedding material of unfa-
miliar male mice, or pet beds 
of (unsterilized) male cats 
and dogs. “Further testing 
showed the rodents exposed 
to male odours were actually 
feeling less pain, rather than 
simply hiding the pain they 
were in,” Grimm notes. “The 
male aroma ramped up their 
stress levels, which dead-
ened the hurt.”

Question for further in-
vestigation: “If a male doctor 
injects you with a new kind 
of pain medication, do you 
feel better because of the 
drug–or because he’s a he?”

about the authors 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

hoW to play: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOkU ChAllENgEObSERVER TRAVElS

ObSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZlER

strange but true / bill & rich sones Ph.d.

WEIRD
NOTES
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SINgINg: A way to get active 
without hitting the trails

froM | 24

vocal range. 
Stayzer says singing can 

be about a lot more than 
just a fun activity. It’s been 
shown to release endor-
phins, like exercise and it 
can provide a general sense 
of wellbeing.

“They say that people 
who sing in choral groups 
display a ‘joie de vivre;’ 
there are some people who 
say that it staves off win-
ter blues or depression,” 
Stayzer said. “I think hon-
estly that it’s fun. It’s just 

fun to be with people. It’s 
fun to sing with people.”

The group will rehearse 
through March and once 
in April before performing 
at Taste of Woolwich on 
April 13. 

The first rehearsal will 
be at Bloomingdale Com-
munity Church on March 
3 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. The 
rest of the rehearsals will 
be held at Calvary United 
Church in St. Jacobs.

 “We just want people to 
come out and have fun – 
then we’ll go from there.”

3 tbsp sesame oil
5 tbsp rice vinegar
1 tbsp black sesame seeds

1/4 cup sweet chili sauce
3 tbsp peanut butter or ca-
shew butter
2 tbsp sesame oil
3 tbsp rice wine vinegar
1 tsp chopped ginger
1/4 cup toasted cashews 
4 roasted chicken breasts 

Combine all vegetables, 
mango, avocado, mint, 
ginger, sesame oil, and rice 
wine vinegar in bowl, mix 
until evenly coated.

In another bowl, com-
bine sweet chili sauce, pea-
nut butter or cashew but-
ter, sesame oil, rice wine 
vinegar chopped ginger. 
Slice chicken breast and 
place over the vegetables, 
then drizzle the chili sauce 
mix over the chicken, add 
cashews and serve.

ening the deal is fruits 
and the dressing and the 
warmth is the protein or a 
roasted vegetable.  

Before you know it your 
dinner table will look like 
the tropics and your body 
will be full of all the nutri-
ents needed to fight those 
nasty bugs. Happy cooking!

Mango 
Cashew Slaw 
With Spiced 
Peanut 
Chicken 
Breast 
Julienne
1/2 an avocado, sliced 
1/2 a ripe mango 
1/3 nappa cabbage
2 cups kale 
1/2 a carrot
1/4 bell pepper each red and 
green
1/6 English cucumber
6 leaves mint, chopped
1/2 thumb of ginger, finely 
chopped

ChEf’S TAblE: Aiming for 
the taste and feel of the tropics
froM | 24

about the author 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

The two former school music teachers have found a way to keep involved with community 
activities. [Whitney neilson / the observer]

WINTER(fEST) OUT IN fUll fORCE IN bRESlAU

Allison, Sam, Marcus, and George Silva bundle up for the outdoor activities at 
Breslau’s Winterfest last weekend. Inset: Emily, Sherri, and Ashley Benki head off 
for a sleigh ride.

Emilee Kolb enjoys getting her face painted with pretty colours.

Charlie Holden decorates some cookies with yummy 
candy and frosting. Inset: Mya Watchorn plays a 
snowy game of hockey with mom and dad. 
[Whitney neilson / the observer]
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1362 VICTORIA ST N. KITCHENER      519.742.9188
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 9PM SATURDAY 9AM TO 6PM SUNDAY 11AM TO 5PM

NO TAX!NO TAX!NO TAX!

NO TAX carpet

HEAVY 
BERBER 
CARPET

89¢
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

HEAVY 
PLUSH OR 

FRIEZE
$129per sq ft

IN STOCK

NO TAX!

HEAVY 
SHAG 

CARPET
$129per sq ft

IN STOCK

NO TAX!

CARPET 
REMNANTS

12’ X 12’

$79
99

each

NO TAX!

NO TAX hardwood

SOLID 
RED
OAK

$329
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

ENGINEERED
3” WIDE

CLICK
MAPLE

$339
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

SELECT 
GRADE 
MAPLE

$449
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

SOLID 
HARD

MAPLE

$329
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

NO TAX add-ons
MDF PRIMED 

BASE
BOARDS

9MM X 37/8 X 12’

59¢
/linear ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

GLASS
BACK

SPLASH
$199per sq ft

IN STOCK

NO TAX!

STAINLESS
STEEL 1 X 1

BACK
SPLASH

$599
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

SOLID OAK

STAIR
TREADS

36” WIDE

$26
99

each

NO TAX!

NO TAX tile / vinyl

FLOOR 
TILE

13” X 13”

$109per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

PORCELAIN 
TILE

12” X 24”

$149per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

CLICK 
LUXURY 
VINYL 

PLANKS

$229per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

GRAY 
LEDGE
STONE

$399
per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

NO TAX laminate

CLICK 
LAMINATE
12.3MM THICK

$119per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

15.3MM THICK 
HANDSCRAPED
LAMINATE

WITH PADDING 
ATTACHED!

$189per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

12.3MM THICK 

HIGH GLOSS 
LAMINATE

CHESTNUT & 
MAHOGANY

$169per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

15.3MM THICK 

CLICK
LAMINATE
RANDOM LENGTH

$199per sq ft
IN STOCK

NO TAX!

MADE IN 
CANADA

MADE IN 
CANADA

MADE IN 
CANADA

*ON SELECTED ITEMS

3 DAYS 3 DAYS 3 DAYS 3 DAYS 3 DAYS 3 DAYS 3 DAYS 3 DAYS 3 DAYS 
ONLY!ONLY!ONLY! 28 1 2

11AM TO 5PM9AM TO 6PM SPECIAL HOURS
9AM TO 9PM

from

Over six-weeks, nearly 
70 hours and with some 
500 blocks of ice, Liz Gin-
grich embraced winter 
weather this season and 
built a beautifully colourful 
igloo in the backyard of her 
Elmira home.

“I decided to challenge 
myself to see if I could do 
it,” Gingrich explained. 
“I just went by what I saw 
in St. Clements last year 
(where a similar project 
was undertaken). I saw it 
with my own eyes and just 
started building it the way I 
thought it would work.”

About the size of a three-
person dome tent, the igloo 
has become a fun winter 
play place for the Gingrich 
kids, Austin and Haley, and 
especially for the family 
lab, Dixie. 

“The kids enjoy playing 
in it, but our dog tries to 
claim it for herself,” Gin-
grich laughed.

Covered with blue, yel-
low, pink, green and orange 
ice blocks, it looks pretty, 
too. Particularly at night, 
when the Gingrichs light 
up the inside of the shelter.

But it wasn’t easy for the 
first time igloo-builder. 

“I started right at the 
end of December because 
that’s when the weather 
turned cold enough,” Gin-

Making the most 
of the deep freeze
Elmira woman’s first attempt at building an igloo helped by 
the extended cold spell, some colour and public response

grich said. “I worked on 
it through the month of 
January and finished at the 
beginning of February.”

A school bus driver, Gin-
grich worked on the igloo 
in between her morning 
and afternoon runs.

And she let mother na-
ture get in on the fun, too. 

“I used two-litre juice car-
tons, which I would cut the 
tops off and fill with water,” 
Gingrich explained. “Then, 
I stuck them all outside on 
the deck and some of them 
I put food colouring in. And 
once they were frozen, and 
sometimes it would take 
just one night, others it 
would take a little longer, 
and then I brought them all 
inside and onto my kitchen 
floor to thaw them a bit so 
that I could slide the ice out 
of the carton. Then I took 
them outside and used the 
snow that we had, and in 
January we didn’t have very 
much so I had to take snow 
from other parts of the 
property, and it also wasn’t 
very good packing snow so 
I added water to it. Then I 
assembled it by packing the 
blocks together and finally 
pouring some water over it.”

It was quite a process.
“When you use the car-

ton, they split from the 
ice expanding; I was able 
to use duct tape, to reuse 
about 25 of them. ... Any 

Scott BarBer juice cartons would work, 
like Fruitopia, ice tea, 
orange juice or chocolate 
milk, as long as they were 
two litres. But, of course, 
we couldn’t drink enough, 
so I put a search out on the 
Elmira buy and sell Face-
book page just asking for 
people’s empties and I got 
responses from people all 
over town saying they had 
two or three I could grab.”

And the feedback in the 
community has been in-
credible.

“I’ve got so many com-
ments and it’s such a cool 
thing,” Gingrich said. 

That’s why she decided 
to hold an “open house,” 
where neighbours and 
friends could come by for a 
peek inside.

“People said that we 
should have an open house 
and we weren’t sure,” Gin-
grich said. “But we decided 
to go for it, and we held it 
on the Friday night before 
Valentine’s Day. It was su-
per cold, I think it was close 
to minus-30 degrees. So we 
had a bonfire out back to 
help keep us warm.”

It was a hit.
“Around 40 people came 

out, adults and kids and 
even some of the students 
I have on my bus route as 
well,” she said. “We had hot 
apple cider and it was re-
ally neat.”

Liz and Mike Gingrich and their children Haley and Austin enjoy the colourful igloo out back of their Elmira home; lab puppy Dixie thinks it’s 
pretty swell, too.  [submitted]


