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Edss ski tEam 
hits thE slopEs 
in short sEason

Whitney neilson

The weather has 
been fine of late for 
outdoor rinks, but 

that’s not always 
the case. The solu-
tion? Take indoor 
technology – i.e. 
refrigeration 
– and apply it 
outside.

Coming 
off the recent 
opening of a 
skate park, 
the Woolwich 

Recreational 
Facilities Founda-

tion has its sights 
set on a multi-use 

sports pad in Elmira. 
The facility would feature a 
system to keep the regula-
tion-size ice surface intact 
during the ups and downs 
of the winter months, with 
ball hockey, basketball and 

Refrigerated 
outdoor rink 
proposed for 
Elmira site

Council expresses some concerns 
about ongoing costs for project that 

would be paid for by fundraising 
effort, located on township land

steVe kAnnon volleyball offered up dur-
ing the summer.

The group’s David Pais-
ley and Ruby Weber made a 
pitch to Woolwich council 
February 3, looking for the 
township to provide a spot 
for the project. Discussed 
Tuesday were possible sites 
in Lions Park and adja-
cent to Park Manor Public 
School.

The sports pad would 
be enclosed by boards and 
glass, similar to an indoor 
arena, Paisley explained. 
The refrigeration system 
would stop the ice from 
melting out when it gets 
mild during our “unreliable 
winters.”

Construction costs 
would be covered by fun-
draising efforts, similar to 
the Skate Elmira project, 
he added, estimating the 

Parker Winfield said goodbye to his long hair on 
Wednesday as he donated it to Locks of Love after 
growing it out since 2013.   [whitney neilson / the observer]

rink | 2haircut | 4

There were no last-
minute tears of regret, 
just cheers from the 
audience as Parker 
Winfield had his 
shoulder-length hair 
chopped off in front 
of the entire Conestogo 
Public School on Febru-
ary 4, fittingly on World 
Cancer Day.

The decision to 
grow his hair out 
wasn’t inspired by a 
close friend or fam-
ily member dealing 
with cancer, just the 
desire to make his 
long locks useful.

“I just thought I had 
my hair kind of long 
already, and I thought I 
might as well grow it out 
and donate it to cancer,” 
Winfield said. “That’s the best 
way to do it, right?”

He started growing it in 
November of 2013. Up until 
the assembly this week, most 
people didn’t know why he was 

Conestogo PS student going a cut 
above in support of those with cancer
Haircut follows 
school-wide 
fundraiser, with 
tresses donated 
to Locks of Love
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price tag  at $500,000 to 
$600,000 “for everything I 
could dream of.”

Right now, the proposal 
is in its infancy, he noted.

“I want council to be in 
at the ground level.”

While receptive, council-
lors appeared apprehensive 
about operating and main-
tenance costs once the fa-
cility was built and turned 
over to the township.

“I see dollar signs to op-
erate it,” said Coun. Larry 
Shantz.

Director of recreation 
and facilities Karen Makela 
estimated electricity costs 
alone at $20,000 a year.

Picking up that thread, 
Coun. Mark Bauman said 
that while it’s good to see 

the community interested 
in supporting the construc-
tion of such projects, once 
they’re installed the ongo-
ing operating costs, main-
tenance and even eventual 
replacement fall to the mu-
nicipality.

“We have to look at how 
we’re going to maintain 
this generosity,” he said.

Makela noted the out-
door rinks in other commu-
nities in the township are 
run by volunteers with the 
various rec. associations. 

In response to a question 
from Bauman, Paisley said 
a community association 
could be formed to over-
see the use of the facility, 
including scheduling so 
that it’s not simply mo-
nopolized by those playing 
hockey.

rink: Foundation looks for land from township
From | covEr Pointing out that there is 

already a twin-pad arena in 
Elmira, Shantz asked if the 
group had considered Bre-
slau as the spot for the rink.

Paisley responded that 
there has been a demand 
from the community in 
Elmira, including potential 
donors willing to support 
the project, adding that the 
foundation would be happy 
to work with the Breslau 
community if a similar re-
sponse occurs there.

He also pointed out that 
the outdoor facility, unlike 
an arena, would be  more 
accessible.

As well, use of the rink 
would be free, said Weber.

“You can’t just walk in 
there and skate any time,” 
she said of the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre.

Proponents presented this illustration as their concept for what a facility could look like in Elmira. [submitted]

Highline model shown

FLORIDA IS 
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in addition to any lease 
or fi nance off ers.$5000%

APR financing 
up to 36 months*

$108 bi-weekly 
for 48 months†

Includes $500 bonus** $4,086 down payment

2015 Tiguan 2.0T Trendline

OFFER ENDS MARCH 2.

Monthly lease starting from the equivalent of

1.9%
APR

5-Star Safety Ratings
More Stars. Safer Cars.
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*Limited time finance purchase offer available through Volkswagen Finance, on approved credit based on a new and unregistered 2015 Tiguan 2.0T 
Trendline base model with 6-speed manual transmission with base MSRP of $26,600, including $1,610 freight and PDI, financed at 0% APR for 36 months 
equals 78 bi-weekly payments starting from $292. $3,541 down payment. Cost of borrowing is $58 for a total obligation of $26,241. PPSA fee, license, 
insurance, registration, any dealer or other charges, options and applicable taxes are extra. **$500 discount on MSRP available on cash purchase, finance 
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due at lease inception. Total lease obligation: $15,510. 64,000-kilometre allowance; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. PPSA fee, license, insurance, 
registration, any dealer or other charges, options and applicable taxes are extra. ††2015 Volkswagen Tiguan 2.0T 4MOTION® received a 5-star side-crash 
rating. Government star ratings are part of the U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) New Car Assessment Program (safercar.gov). 
Crash performance was based on a U.S.-equipped vehicle. Some features on that model may be optional or not available in Canada. Dealer may sell or lease 
for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Offers end March 2, 2015 and are subject to change or cancellation without notice. Model shown: 2015 
Tiguan 2.0T Highline R-Line, $43,483. Vehicle may not be exactly as shown. Visit vw.ca or your Volkswagen dealer for details. “Volkswagen”, the Volkswagen 
logo, “Das Auto & Design” and “Tiguan” are registered trademarks of Volkswagen AG. © 2015 Volkswagen Canada.
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Woolwich residents 
will be reaching deeper 
into their pockets when 
they want water from their 
taps. They’ll be digging 
deeper still to flush it away.

The township is going 
ahead with a 4.03 per cent 
increase to its water rates 
and a 5.17 per cent hike on 
the wastewater side.

The increases approved 
this week by councillors 

Woolwich rates continue to climb for water and wastewater users
steVe kAnnon bring the cost of water to 

$1.67 per cubic metre, up 
from the current $1.61, 
while wastewater charges 
climb even higher, to $2.29 
per cubic metre from $2.18. 

For the average residen-
tial user – based on 204 cu-
bic meters annually – that 
amounts to another $12.24 
per year for water, and 
$22.44 in wastewater fees.

The township lays the 
blame for another year of 
well-above-inflation in-

creases on the Region of 
Waterloo, which continues 
its multi-year hikes to the 
fees it charges for water 
and waste treatment.

The region plans to hike 
water rates, which account 
for 60 per cent of Wool-
wich’s costs, by 4.9 per 
cent. For wastewater, the 
planned increase is 7.9 per 
cent on costs that amount 
to 68 per cent of Wool-
wich’s budget, director of 
finance Richard Petherick 

told councillors meeting 
Tuesday night.

While the township 
has tried to temper those 
aspects of the budget it 
controls, the bulk of the 
expenses simply get passed 
through, said Petherick.

Huge increases have 
been the norm in recent 
years, as the region imple-
ments the user-pay, full-
cost-recovery model for 
its water and wastewater 
systems, as mandated by 

the province.
Residents can also 

expect an extra ding on 
their bills as the township 
replaces aging water me-
ters. Along with allowing 
for remote reading of the 
meters, the new units are 
expected to be more ac-
curate in measuring water 
usage, said director of engi-
neering and planning Dan 
Kennaley. The end result? 
You’re likely to be billed yet 
more.

Taking EDSS to the world
Local high school students head for various European locales as part of exchange program

Whitney neilson

ExchangE | 4

Allowing 
horses in 
Linwood 
settlement 
headed to 
the OMB
$12,000 in legal 
fees anticipated 
to defend action 

Whitney neilson

horsE | 7

Bryan Metzger, Kate Bartley, Charly Bax, and Mhari Reid bid adieu to their classmates this week as they left for various countries in Europe on a three-month exchange trip. 
[whitney neilson / the observer]

A handful of adven-
turous students at EDSS 
bid adieu to the true north 
strong and free this week as 
they jetted off on a three-
month exchange to Europe.

Charly Bax will be doing 
her exchange in the south 
of France, about an hour 
from Toulouse. She said 
students usually end up 
going to their country of 
choice.

“You can pick your top 
three countries, but where 
in the country isn’t up to 
you,” Bax said.

Mhari Reid headed off 
to Brussels, Belgium this 
week. She said she’ll miss 
the easy communication 
the most, but regardless 
she’s excited for the experi-
ence.

“I’m going to Switzerland 
to ski, so that’s kind of 
cool,” Reid said.

Teacher Stathoula 
Paleshi said they’ve done 
some preparation in school 
to make up for the missed 
months.

“They met with the 
teachers whose classes 
they’ll be missing and they 
signed contracts to cover 
the work they’ll be miss-
ing or do alternate work,” 
Paleshi said. “So they’ll still 
get their credit, regardless, 
studying abroad.”

Bax said she’s been 
studying French a bit to 

Wellesley council 
will be heading to the On-
tario Municipal Board after 
Ervin Albrecht appealed 
the council’s decision to 
deny a bylaw amendment 
which would allow him 
to keep two horses on his 
Ament Line property.

Township planner Geoff 
Vanderbaaren recommend-
ed they allow a temporary-
use bylaw to let him keep 
the horses, but the motion 
was lost in a 3-2 vote when 
councillors Carl Smit, Shel-
ley Wagner and Herb Neher 
opposed the motion.

Wagner said she had 
misgivings about allowing 
him to keep the horses at 
his home in the Linwood 
settlement area.

“I still think he was 
aware when he purchased 
the property that these 
horses weren’t going to be 
permitted,” Wagner said. “I 
fully understand that the 
OMB could overrule that, 
but I think we’re opening a 
can of worms if we change 
our decision.”

The OMB hearing will 
take one day, with the 
resultant legal fees non-
recoverable even if the de-
cision is upheld.

Major Joe Nowak voted 
in favour of allowing the 
bylaw change. 

“I’d just like to point out 
this is going to cost the 
taxpayers in the vicinity of 
$12,000. That should al-
ways be a concern,” Nowak 
said.

But Smit expressed con-

prepare to go to France, 
and talking with her 
exchange partner. Five 
students will be attending 
EDSS from across the pond 
to get a taste of Canada 
while they’re off in Europe.

When it comes to what 
she’s looking to take away 
from the experience Bax 
said “being able to under-
stand what it’s like being 

in a situation, like learning 
how to communicate, not 
necessarily with language, 
but learn the culture.”

She’s also excited about 
visiting the French Alps, 
which is part of her ex-
change.

“Making connections 
with different people 
around the world is impor-
tant too,” Bax said.

Bryan Metzger left for 
Berlin, Germany on his 
exchange. The furthest he’s 
travelled before is Indiana. 
He joked he’s looking for-
ward to being on his own, 
and getting away from his 
siblings for three months. 
When asked what he thinks 
he’ll miss from Canada, he 
was quick to pipe up.

“Mother’s cooking,” he 

said.
Kate Bartley’s trip takes 

her to Reims, France. She’s 
excited to experience a dif-
ferent culture and step out-
side of her comfort zone.

“I’m going to Amster-
dam while I’m there so I’m 
excited to see the city,” 
Bartley said. “I like history 
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Catholic Elementary Schools: 

Saint Agatha 519.747.1801 
Saint Boniface (Maryhill) 519.648.2832 
Saint Clement 519.699.5271 
Saint Teresa (Elmira) 519.669.8843 
  

 Catholic Secondary School:  
 

Saint David Catholic Secondary 
519.885.1340 

Welcome  
New Kindergarten & Grade 9 Students... 

 
 

Come Experience The Difference...
CALL TO REGISTER TODAY!

All registration information: www.wcdsb.ca/register 

Extended Day Learning information: www.wcdsb.ca/extendedday 

7456 4th Line, Wallenstein, Ontario  • 519-669-2323 

See our full line of Branson Tractors 
from 24 to 80 hp

 

4520 Cab Tractor with 
Heat & Air Conditioning

I N D U S T R I E S

Clear Your Lane in Comfort
Tractor, Loader & Snowblower

doing it.
“Nobody really knows,” 

Winfield said. “One day 
I just got up and thought 
why not grow it out and 
donate it.”

He said he didn’t think 
there was much reason to 
tell anyone. From this, a 
fundraiser was created at 
the school to help support 
the Kitchener Waterloo 
Hospice through the sale 
of ribbons. They had raised 
$980 by Wednesday, so he 
added in $20 to make it an 
even $1,000.

“From a small school I 
thought that was great,” 
Winfield said.

Mark Godin, strategic 
implementation coordina-
tor with the hospice was on 
hand to receive the cheque 
and let the students know 
what their donation means 

for the charitable organiza-
tion.

“It’s quite a lovely place, 
a beautiful building with 13 
staff,” Godin said. “There 
are social workers, nurses, 
doctors who work in the 
building. We have beautiful 
gardens that are created by 
volunteers who work re-
ally hard at them. We have 
250 volunteers at hospice. 
That’s a lot of people who 
are trained to help us in the 
work we do for people who 
have very serious illnesses.”

He told them the do-
nation from the ribbon 
campaign was significant 
because despite being a 
place for those suffering 
from illnesses to live, they 
also do a lot of work with 
children. Last year they 
helped 800 people, all of 
whom have families.

Tara from Carolyn’s 
Coiffure in Elmira did the 

honors of cutting Winfield’s 
hair, having some fun with 
it first by putting it into pig-
tails before chopping it off.

His hair will go to Locks 
of Love, which makes wigs 
for children who’ve lost 
their hair due to medi-
cal treatments. Madonna 
Coffman created Locks of 
Love in 1997 after suffering 
with alopecia. Hairpieces 
are made free of charge for 
people under 21 in Canada 
and the Unites States who 
have medical hair loss. 

Winfield said he’s had 
long hair pretty much his 
whole life, so he was used 
to it. But, he won’t miss the 
maintenance involved now 
that it’s short. As for if he’ll 
become a repeat hair donor?

“Probably not for a 
while,” Winfield said. “It 
might be like five years or 
so. I think I’ll get the cour-
age up to do it again.”

From | covEr

hAircut: Proceeds help support K-W hospice

so where I’m staying is 
right by the World War One 
trenches, so I really want 
to visit those and put what 
I learned in history class to 
what it’s actually like to be 
there.”

Paleshi says the benefits 
to the exchange program are 
multifold. The school ben-
efits by having new students 
arrive, allowing local stu-
dents to learn about differ-
ent countries and customs.

“Also in classes like his-
tory, our Grade 10 history 
program is very Canada-
centered, so it’s really neat 
to have someone from 
another country give 
their perspective on it,” 
Paleshi said. “It expands 
definitely our perspective. 
The students coming back, 
they’re able to offer a lot to 
the other classes because 
they will come back with a 
fresh, new view on things 
as well.”

As a language teacher, she 

Faced with the pros-
pect of a larger-scale 
operation that would 
obliterate farming in the 
Winterbourne valley, resi-
dents are wasting no time 
bringing Woolwich’s new 
councillors up to speed and 
onside. 

What appeared to be a 
done deal under previous 
councils, the Jigs Hollow 
pit is now the center of 
another controversy as the 

New Woolwich council joins an old gravel pit battle
Winterbourne residents look for support from the township in feared expansion of Jigs Hollow gravel pit

steVe kAnnon operators seek to change 
the deal, shifting to below-
the-water-table extraction 
of gravel.

Following a dispute 
eventually settled through 
an Ontario Municipal 
Board hearing, the town-
ship agreed to allow gravel 
to be mined at the 89-acre 
site fronting on Peel Street. 
Kuntz Topsoil, Sand and 
Gravel, later joined by 
Preston Sand and Gravel, 
was also granted the right 
to crush recycled concrete 

and asphalt at the site. 
Work began in 2013, mostly 
with berms being formed, 
but quickly halted when 
tests found groundwater 
levels to be much higher 
than anticipated, severely 
limiting the amount of ag-
gregate accessible, as the 
licence demands mining 
occur no lower than 1.5 me-
tres above the water table.

The prospect of the oper-
ator seeking a change to the 
zoning – the removal of a 
holding provision prevent-

ing extraction below the 
water table – has residents 
both fearful that the licence 
will be granted and hopeful 
that a failure to gain such 
clearance will halt gravel 
extraction altogether.

Addressing Woolwich 
councillors Tuesday night, 
Winterbourne resident So-
nya Sommerville stressed 
that mining below the water 
table would preclude any 
possibility of rehabilitating 
the site back to its longtime 
use for agricultural purpos-
es. Instead, the prime farm-
land would be lost forever. 
Once such a pit was done, 
there would remain only a 
quarry filled with water.

“You’re left with a pit of 
water that has no life in it 
whatsoever,” she said.

Under the current li-
cence, Preston Sand and 
Gravel would be respon-
sible for returning the site 
back to farmland once the 
gravel was mined out.

Along with the perma-
nent loss of farmland, 
Sommerville continued, 

the operation would likely 
have an impact on the water 
available to surrounding 
properties, both farms and 
residences, that rely on 
wells for their water supply. 
The constant pumping of 
groundwater to keep it out 
of the gravel pits could have 
widespread consequences 
on land that’s in the Grand 
River floodplain, she said.

Providing a brief his-
tory of the project, fellow 
Winterbourne resident Jan 
Huissoon asked council-
lors to take advantage of 
their ability to review any 
zone change application 
by ensuring every possible 
angle is examined. That 
would include a multitude 
of new studies, many of 
them a requirement of a 
more demanding aggre-
gate policy – known as of-
ficial plan amendment, or 
OPA, 13 – adopted by the 
township in 2008 on the 
cusp of a string of gravel 
pit applications.

It’s fortunate, he said, 
that the holding provision 

exists, as that allows the 
township some say. Other-
wise, the company could 
simply make a request for 
the change and have it rub-
ber stamped by the Minis-
try of Natural Resources.

Huissoon stressed that 
the potential upcoming 
battle could be Woolwich’s 
last chance to preserve 
the picturesque valley, 
its farmland and tourism 
appeal. He asked that the 
township use the full ex-
tent of its regulations to 
ensure any application for 
change is well vetted.

“This is the last opportu-
nity to evaluate the impact 
that a below water table 
pit will have on the Win-
terbourne Valley. Please 
ensure that all the studies 
listed in OPA 13 are under-
taken and reviewed.”

While Preston Sand 
and Gravel has asked for 
a meeting with township 
planners to discuss extrac-
tion below the water table, 
no formal application has 
been made at this point.

says the students coming 
back enrich the language 
classes because of their first-
hand experience with the 
language on home turf.

“They will have grown 
tremendously as people 
because they’re out on 
their own,” Paleshi said. 
“They’re nobody’s sister or 
friend or son or daughter. 
They’re standing on their 
own so there’s a lot of per-
sonal growth that happens, 
and of course the linguistic 
growth.”

From | 3

exchAnge: A chance to broaden their horizons
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police blotter

Expansion 
cleared for St. 
Jacobs outlet mall

Deeming the changes minor, 
Woolwich has approved an amend-
ment to its official plan allowing for 
an expanded range of uses at the St. 
Jacobs Factory Outlet Mall. The decision 
clears the way for the operators to find 
additional tenants for the retail centre 
adjacent to the farmers’ market.

Meeting February 3, councillors 
agreed to amend the definition 
of factory outlet mall to allow a 

maximum of 20 per cent of the 
gross leasable floor area to be non-
manufacturer outlet stores, in addition 
to manufacturer outlet stores, as a part 
of the retail mix within the mall at 25 
Benjamin Rd.

Dan Kennaley, the township’s 
director of engineering and planning, 
said the request from St. Jacobs 
Countryside/Sunlife Assurance was 
“a minor enough expansion” to 
warrant approval. Anything deemed 
a significant change would require 
a more comprehensive study of the 
township’s official plan, such as the 
proposed stockyard secondary review 
on tap for this year.

 Stephen Gardiner of the Lakeshore 
Group, a planner representing the 
applicant, said the changes would help 
the company “addressing the leasing 
and vacancy issues” at the outlet mall.

Legal bills do add 
up for OMB

Facing another go-round with the 
Jigs Hollow pit, which required a trip 
to the Ontario Municipal Board the first 
time, Woolwich council has legal costs 
on its mind. In fact, recent budgets 
have started to set aside larger sums 
of money, a lesson learned in the 

gravel pit debates.
Last week, director of engineering 

and planning Dan Kennaley revealed 
a list of expenses related to OMB 
hearings over the last few years. 
Leading the list was more than 
$375,000 spent between 2011 and 2014 
(about $300,000 in 2013 alone) on the 
Hunder pit application for a site near 
Conestego, ultimately decided in the 
township’s favour. 

Other expenditures included $63,000,  
spread out over 2011 and 2012, 
fighting Hawk Ridge Homes’ plan for a 
residential subdivision in the industrial 
area of Union Street in Elmira, close to 
a pair of chemical plants.

Cracking down 
on fireworks

Selling, buying and using fireworks and 
anything of that ilk in Woolwich just got a 
whole lot harder, and more expensive.

Meeting this week, council approved a 
new fireworks bylaw that forces anyone 
looking to sell fireworks to pay $100, 
provide the township with storage and 
handling information and be subject to 
an inspection. As with the previous bylaw 
dating back to 1995, sales are limited to 
six business days prior to Victoria Day and 
Canada Day.

The bylaw includes a long list of 

J a n u a r Y  2 6

10:00 AM | A resident of 
Duke Street in Elmira reported the 
theft of a bicycle from their home. 

12:22 pM | A tractor-trailer 
turning at the intersection of Arthur 
and Church streets in Elmira struck 
a car, causing minor damage. The 
investigation is ongoing.

F E B r u a r Y  1

10:22 AM | Police followed 
up on an incident in which three 
women got into an altercation 
outside a tavern in Elmira. There 
were minor injuries (facial bruising, 
scratches), but no charges were laid.

12:30 pM | A driver came to 
the Police Reporting Centre in Cam-
bridge to report that their vehicle 
had struck a deer on Weimer Line 
in Wellesley Township.

4:49 pM | New residents of 
a Rivers Edge Drive, West Montrose 
address found a suspicious object 
in a shed, notifying police. Special 
response officers had a look at it 
and called in representatives from 
the military, who determined the 
object was likely a bomb from 

prohibited items, including making 
it illegal to sell or use firecrackers 
anywhere in the township. All offences 
are punishable by a fine of $250.

Acting on an amendment from Coun. 
Mark Bauman, the bylaw will include 
a fine for releasing a flying lantern, an 
item prohibited from being sold in the 
township.

Clarification

The Elmira Snowmobile Club holds 
their meetings every third Thursday 
of the season at the Elmira Library. 
Unclear information appeared in a 
previous story

Man suffering from emotional 
distress arrested and charged 
Waterloo Regional 
Police were called out 
Monday to a motel unit 
on Walker Road in Wilmot 
Township, where a man 
was reported to be causing 
a disturbance and creating 
property damage. 

Officers arrived to find 
the man in emotional dis-
tress and, after negotiation, 

were able to apprehend the 
him and make arrange-
ments for medical atten-
tion. 

As a result of the in-
vestigation, a 36-year-old 
London-area man was 
charged with ‘mischief un-
der $5,000.’ He was treated 
at the hospital and held for 
a show-cause hearing.

the Second World War. .   Military 
and WRPS officers removed the 
item, which was earmarked for 
destruction.

8:59 pM | A single-vehicle 
accident occurred when poor road 
conditions led to a driver sliding off 
of Benjamin Road and into a ditch. 
Damage was minimal, and there 
were no charges.

F E B r u a r Y  4

7:30 AM | The Wellington 
County OPP received reports of two 
separate theft occurrences which oc-
curred on properties under construc-
tion in Centre Wellington Township. 
The investigation revealed that 
sometime between February 3 at 
5 p.m. and the time of the report, 
unknown suspects entered secured 
trailers at both locations and stole 
various power and hand tools as 
well as construction equipment with 
approximate values of $5,000 and 
$9,000. The OPP is asking residents 
to be vigilant in recognizing suspi-
cious people or vehicles that may 
be sitting in neighbours’ driveways 
when they are not home or vehicles 
that are travelling slowly up and 
down roads. 

WoolWich Asking questions About trAffic bottlenecks 

The medians installed during the reconstruction of Church Street West in Elmira have been problematic from the start, causing traffic and safety concerns, especially with horse-drawn 
buggies and large farm vehicles. [scott barber / the observer]

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

519-669-1079
Joseph Gingrich

1296 Balsam Grove, RR#2
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

DELIVERY OR PICKUPDELIVERY OR PICKUP

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

· 8 Therapists Available

· Evening Appointments

· Deep Tissue, Relaxation, 
Sports Injury, Prenatal Massage

· Reflexology

· Hot Stone Massage

· Gift Certificates Available

Krista Sandelli 
OWNER/RMT

Jessica 
Zantinge RMT

Julie Wemp 
RMT

Julie-Maria 
Schroth RMT

Krista Bauman 
RMT

Lindsay Plantz 
RMT

Steph Gaudet 
RMT

In the old Clock Tower Building
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-4425

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com

ONLY $199
Windows 7 Laptops

Medians installed on 
Elmira’s Church Street 
West, part of a Region of 
Waterloo reconstruction 
project, are to be re-eval-
uated this year. The lane 
dividers have proven to be 
a traffic hazard, drawing 
many complaints from 
residents.

Appearing at Woolwich 
council to discuss upcom-
ing roads projects, Rob Gal-
livan, the region’s manager 
of transportation program 
development, found him-
self pressed for answers 
about the medians.

Coun. Mark Bauman 
stressed that the dividers 
have proven to be problem-

Region to look at concerns with 
Church Street medians in Elmira

steVe kAnnon atic for large farm vehicles, 
trucks and buggy traffic, all 
the while posing a poten-
tial bottleneck for emer-
gency vehicles.

“People don’t under-
stand why they’re there,” 
said Coun. Pat Merlihan of 
the medians. “It is a real 
problem for our residents. 
I hope a solution is forth-
coming.”

Gallivan said the situa-
tion was to be investigated 
this year, when final touch-
es to the project, including 
landscaping, are to be com-
pleted.

“I don’t have a solution 
today, but we are looking 
at this.”

The region will be talk-
ing with township staff, 

members of the Mennonite 
community and Waterloo 
Regional Police, among 
others, to get feedback 
about the medians.

Other paving projects on 
tap for Woolwich this year 
include a portion of Weber 
Street between Benjamin 
Road and King Street, 
budgeted at $250,000, as 
well as King Street from the 
railroad tracks to Lobsinger 
Line ($120,000), both south 
of St. Jacobs. In Elmira, 
Arthur Street between 
Whippoorwill Drive and 
First Street will be paved at 
a cost of $250,000.

For next year and into 
2017, the region has a slate 
of much larger reconstruc-
tion projects lined up for 

various Woolwich loca-
tions. Work is expected 
to get underway in 2016 
on a major, $6-million 
job on King Street in St. 
Jacobs, running from 
Printery Road all the way 
to Sawmill Road. Another 
stretch of Sawmill Road, in 
Bloomingdale from River 
Street to Snyders Flats 
Road, will see a $1.5-mil-
lion reconstruction project. 
And in Conestogo, a 1.5-ki-
lometre of Sawmill Road 
will get an overhaul in 2017. 
That project is pegged at $5 
million.

Also in 2017, Shantz Sta-
tion Road will be recon-
structed between Kossuth 
Road and Menno Street at a 
cost of $3.5 million.
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A Full Service Electrical Contracting 
Company With 40 Years Experience

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira                               519-669-1462
www.r-welectric.ca

 No matter how small the project, dealing with electricity can be 
very dangerous.  Having a professional electrical contractor like 
R-W Electric Ltd. do the job will assure peace of mind, get the job 
done right the first time, and can save another call down the line so 
that a minor problem never becomes a major one.
 Rewiring or replacing outdated knob and tube wiring throughout 
an older home to meet insurance compliance can be done by the 
skilled electricians at R-W Electric Ltd. who know how to minimize 
drilling, which will save on expensive plastering and repairs.
 Originally founded August 26, 1975 by Ron Beupre and his brother-
in-law Wayne Forwell, R-W Electric Ltd. has built a reputation for 
using quality materials and working within established industry 
guidelines, code books and safety standards.  The business is 
today owned & operated by a husband and wife team of Randy and 
Karen Weber who took over the business June 1, 2010.  Randy 
has been a licensed electrician since 1998, and Karen handles the 
finances and schedules appointments.
 Some examples of the services they provide include new electrical 
circuits, wiring for lighting, smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.  
They also provide wiring for home computer and phone networks, 
surge protection to deal with destructive power spikes, plus new 
electrical service and upgrades in 100-200-400 amp service, 
electrical heating, backup power systems wiring, automated 
controls, hot tub wiring, and more.
 Whether it’s new installations, repairs or remodeling, Call R-W 
Electric Ltd. for an estimate of your electrical needs.  They are a 
member of the BBB with an A+ rating.

22 Church St. W., Elmira                               519-669-5537
 With a history as a hardware store dating to 1879, Elmira Home 
Hardware has been serving the area for 135 YEARS.  At the present 
site since 1974, the business has been under current management 
since March 2004.  The store is one of over 1,060 stores under the 
Home Hardware umbrella and is 100% dealer-owned by Krista McBay.
 Elmira Home Hardware features nationally recognized brands 
as well as many Home-brand private label products created by 
leading manufacturers, such as Benchmark tools.  Newer items 
with a big tool display up front include products by Milwaukee and 
DeWildt.  Their paint selection also includes paints by Tremclad, 
and Rustoleum including the remarkable mirror effect spray coating, 
Dry Erase, Chalkboard and magnetic primer.
 This store showcases home improvement supplies, hardware 
and fasteners (including bulk bins of nails), plumbing and electrical 
products, paints, cleaning supplies, small appliances, lawn and 
garden equipment and supplies, barbecues, auto accessories, 
housewares, giftware, toys, a K-Cup selection, and Kuraidori 
premium kitchen products.  Other offerings include sporting goods, 
hunting-camping-fishing supplies, work wear, bottled water, V-belts, 
pulleys, Drolet wood stoves, and a 2,000 square foot Farm Supply 
Department.  They also offer audio-video products, telephones, 
computer accessories and electronic gadgets.
 Customer support at Elmira Home Hardware includes: key 
cutting; rope, cable, electrical wire and chain cut to size; and paint 
mixing and colour matching.
 Their Lighting Gallery with 26 foot long display features table and 
floor lamps, hanging pendant lighting, and gorgeous wall sconces.  
You can also find at the front, window coverings including custom 
draperies, blinds, verticals, venetians, roll shades and California 
shutters.  As you can tell Elmira Home Hardware has it all.

\Where Beautiful 
Bathrooms 

Come To Life

1600 King St. N., 
(North of 

Northside Dr., 
Upper Village Plaza)

St. Jacobs
519-664-1649

 More than just a place of hygiene, today’s bathroom has an 
atmosphere as unique as the homeowner’s personality.  The return 
on investment with bathroom remodeling is hard to beat.
 From replacing the builder’s grade fixture in your home with 
upscale designs for the kitchen or bathroom to a complete 
renovation or remodeling project, Frey’s Plumbing Works Inc. has 
the supplies and advice to help bring your ideas to life.
 Frey’s Plumbing Works Inc. opened their showroom in St. 
Jacobs in 2009.  Owners Doug & Barb Frey and the staff have had 
interaction with contractors, builders and do-it-yourselfers.  This is 
family business as they are assisted by their sons Brad & Jake Frey, 
Barb’s brother Dave, nephew Steven, and son in law Geoff.  Their 
showroom Manager Melissa Turcott can assist you and is quite 
knowledgeable.  They all have the experience to help you with your 
choices and address your concerns.  Doug grew up in the business 
as his father ran a plumbing company that he started in 1968.
 Frey’s Plumbing Works Inc. has showroom that showcases 
innovative bathroom faucets, fixtures and body spray systems, 
pedestals and basins, gorgeous vessel sinks, toilets, bath vanities, 
shower enclosures and doors, plus kitchen sinks and faucets.  
Look to such brands names as American Standard, Delta, Moen, 
Riobel, Grohe, and Maax.  Repairs, installations and remodeling 
services are available with guaranteed workmanship from qualified 
tradespeople.  They can install dishwashers, hot water heaters, 
water softeners and reverse osmosis water filtration systems.
 The goal at Frey’s Plumbing Works Inc. is to help you fall in love 
with your home all over again.

www.freyplumbing works.com

A Bakery, 
and a 
Local 

Grocery 
and 

General 
Store

2192 Floradale Rd., Floradale                       519-669-1381
 With the addition of in-store bakeries at many large grocery 
stores, and large donut chains, one might think that the local 
“scratch” bakery would become extinct.  On the contrary, what 
keeps customers coming back to Hillcrest Bakery is the variety 
of high quality products, reasonable prices and warm, personal 
service.
 At the back of the store, the baker loads the ovens each morning 
with custom batches of breads, and tasty treats.  Everything is 
made from their own recipes and only the finest ingredients, with 
no artificial preservatives or additives.  From basic white bread and 
cheese bread to brown and rye varieties of different tastes and 
textures, Hillcrest Bakery always assures just baked freshness.  
You can also treat your family and guests with muffins, homestyle 
pies, tarts, donuts and more.
 Many restaurants and institutions also rely on Hillcrest Bakery to 
supply them with their baked goods needs, keeping this bakery very 
busy.
 The grocery store section carries fresh fruit & vegetables, 
refrigerated dairy products, frozen foods, cereal, candies, snacks, 
pop, and bulk packaged foods such has flour, popping corn, and 
oatmeal.  As a general store, they feature cleaning products, OSC 
seeds, greeting cards, stationery, stickers, lamps, glassware, china, 
baby products, towels, toys, games, puzzles, party products, clock, 
and books.  As a clothing store, they stock men’s wear, suspenders, 
socks, gloves, and ladies coats.  A large variety of fabrics and dry 
goods for all your sewing needs can be found upstairs.
 Founded in July 1980, this business was taken over on October 1, 
2009 and renovated and re-opened November 17, 2009. It is today 
owned & operated by Enos & Erla Eby.
 Hillcrest Bakery is a family favourite for those who know what its 
is all about.

75 Bridgeport Rd. E., Waterloo                      519-880-0700
(1 block south of Weber St., opposite Sobey’s Plaza)

www.healthyfoodsandmore.com
 Many are finding out that the foods they eat have a 
direct relationship to how their body and mind feels.  Those who 
suffer from lack of energy, digestive upset and other negative 
symptoms have sometimes linked these problems to ingredients in 
their diet.  As a result, Healthy Foods & More offers special diet 
foods free of wheat and gluten, dairy lactose, sugar or salt.  Healthy 
Foods & More also offers many organic foods with no artificial 
additives, chemicals or preservatives, and a line of diabetic foods.
 Many everyday staples can be found at this 11,000 square foot 
store, some of which can be purchased in bulk.  There are herbs 
& spices, teas, coffee, fair trade products, cereals, flour, peanut 
butter, seeds, pasta, dried fruit, sweeteners, snacks, soup mixes, 
nutrition bars and confections.  Healthy Foods & More also carries 
drinks & juices, water, fermented, frozen and refrigerated foods 
and desserts, plus frozen organic meats that are locally grown, 
antibiotic- and hormone-free.
 The in-store Bakery has breads, rolls, tarts, brownies, muffins, 
cookies and cakes--all of which are wheat- or gluten-free and some 
made without dairy.
 Healthy Foods & More is the perfect place to purchase natural 
hair & skin care products, cosmetics and hygiene, vitamins and 
herbal supplements, baby needs, ear candles, and household 
cleaning products.
 Owners Shannon Hayek & Michael Luckhai BSc., RHN (a 
Registered Nutritionist) and the staff are committed to providing 
helpful, trustworthy advice combined with highest quality products 
at a fair price.  Ask about Senior’s Discounts on Tuesdays, and 
Student’s Discounts on Wednesdays.

Value, Selection & Service

1 Union St., Elmira                                         519-669-4600
(at Erb St., in the Shops at Roxton Building
 When it comes to a good selection of major appliances at 
competitive prices, there’s a place right in Elmira that offers a 
3,00 square foot showroom of appliances. Elmira Home Comfort 
carries many respected, high-demand brands such as Whirlpool, 
Inglis, Frigidaire, Crosley, Amana, and Danby.  They have a full line 
of appliances including refrigerators, stoves, dishwashers, freezers, 
washers and dryers.
 Why buy appliances from big box superstores that simply cannot 
match the level of service you’ll get at Elmira Home Comfort? 
Whether it’s delivery and installation service, warranty service 
should you ever need it, or parts and repairs to keep an older unit 
going a few years longer, Elmira Home Comfort is a one-stop 
solution.  They have a satisfaction guarantee.
 Saving money on fuel and energy costs, quiet operation, and 
warranties that offer peace of mind for years to come--that’s why 
many smart homeowners are installing or upgrading to new highly 
efficient furnaces, and air conditioning systems from Elmira Home 
Comfort.  They feature such brand names as Whirlpool and 
Goodman, as well as gas fireplaces by Kingsman.  Water heaters 
are serviced, and they can install gas & propane stoves & dryers.
 This is a family business that has served the area since September 
2010.  In September 2014, they relocated in the building to a brand 
new location with 7,000 square feet of space.  Owner Tim Chappell 
is a gas fitter who also provides the installations. He is assisted by 
his wife Amy who oversees the showroom. His father in-law Dave 
Robb runs Belmont Appliance which provides the service.  The 
sales staff maintain the goal of making your shopping experience 
pleasant and hassle-free.  This store is also a SEARS Catalogue 
Sales Merchant.

Unit 1
1600 King St. N.,

Upper Village
St. Jacobs

(519) 664-3728
1-888-664-7526

www.decortile.com

 Decortile Limited is a customer-friendly store that specializes 
in flooring products and services to make buying flooring for your 
home easier, less stressful, and more affordable.
 Owner Arrigo Trevisan invites you to visit the showroom at 
Decortile Limited.  You can browse through a broad range of 
flooring samples, allowing you to see and feel the range of colours, 
styles, textures, and performance possibilities available to you.  The 
sales associates at Decortile Limited can guide you through your 
selection, offering you the advice and information you need, not 
only about the flooring product, but important accessories (such as 
carpet pad), installation, maintenance requirements, and more.
 Choose from the latest designs and styles in carpet, no-wax 
vinyl, long wearing laminates, ceramic tile, bamboo flooring, and 
warm, rich hardwood flooring.  They feature respected flooring 
brands with ceramic tile by Olympia and Centura, laminates by 
Mannington, Kraus And Armstrong, carpeting by Crossley, Coronet, 
and Mohawk, hardwood flooring by Muskoka, vinyl by Mannington 
And Armstrong, as well as bamboo flooring by Nadurra, and cork 
flooring by Wicanders.
 They will also arrange for in-home measuring and professional 
installation for fit and finish that is second to none.
 Decortile Limited has been a commercial flooring contractor 
since 1976, and opened their residential retail showroom in 1991.  
Stop by the showroom soon or call for an in home consultation.  
They are you source for a complete line of flooring products.

“Good Food, Friendly Service”

3006 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg                  519-699-4413
(Regional Road 15)                                    www.oldehh.com
 Heidelberg Restaurant & Tavern is the destination when you 
have a craving to eat Pennsylvanian Dutch (German) & Canadian 
dishes.  The generous portions will never leave you hungry and 
tasty leftovers are just added value that keeps families, and diners 
of all kinds returning time and again.
 Their Specialty Plates at Heidelberg Restaurant & Tavern 
includes smoked pork hocks, pigtails, spare ribs, large country 
sausage, schnitzel, roast beef, hot beef, and hot hamburger.  
All dinners are served with mashed potatoes or French fries, 
sauerkraut, vegetable and coleslaw.  Other dishes include fried 
broasted chicken, over 12 types of sandwiches, burgers, sausage 
on a bun, hot dog, 2 piece sole fish & chips, trout or 6 piece shrimp 
dinner.  You can choose from one of the all day dinner specials, 
seniors portions, or from the kids menu.  Appetizers include chili 
or beef stew, chicken wings or fingers, tossed or Caesar salad.  
Desserts include 4 types of pie.  Heidelberg Restaurant & Tavern 
also handles banquets for up to 80 guests.
 Heidelberg Restaurant, Tavern & Motel has a quaint seating 
area, decorated with 3 historical murals on walls.  It is located in a 
building built in 1860 that first served as a stage coach stop.  There 
is in fact 4 rooms, the main dining room with a green upholstered 
banquette, the bar with shuffleboard & 4 TVs, in between them is 
a smaller dining room with a TV & shuffleboard, and in the back is 
a room with a TV & 2 coin operated pool tables.  They have live 
entertainment every week.  There is also a motel and the rooms 
come with 2 double beds in each room, A/C, TV, and pets are 
allowed.
 This business has been owned & operated by Bob & Gayle 
MacMillan for the past 28 years.  Their staff keeps it fast and 
friendly.   Consistency in food quality and fast competent service will 
ensure the longevity of the Heidelberg Restaurant & Tavern.
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Pig Tails

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from February 9th – February 14th

Fresh

Store Made (12 x 6oz.) Store Made 

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Store Made Sliced
Montreal Smoked 
Meat, Pastrami  
or Corned Beef

Ground
Pork

Sirloin 
Burgers

Beef
Franks

REG. PRICE
$2.99 /lb

$2.49

$2.99 REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb

$19.99 REG. PRICE
$24.99 ea

Fresh With Valentine’s Day and 
Family Day here, let our 

family get what you need 
for that special meal!

REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb

$7.99

REG. PRICE
$2.99 /lb

$2.29

221 Katherine St. N., Winterbourne  |  519.664.0556

Breads
White,  multi grain,  whole 
wheat, cheese, raisin, 
dinner rolls, hot dog buns, 
hamburger buns, cinnamon buns, 
chelsea buns, cream buns

Pies
Blueberry, cherry, apple, peach, 
raspberry, strawberry, elderberry 

Apple dumplings, Meat Pies, 
Cookies, Tarts, Muffins

We can supply 
baked or frozen

• Our frozen yeast doughs require thawing 
prior to proofing and baking

• Frozen Pies dumplings cookies muffins and 
loaves should be baked without thawing

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.WHOLESALE & RETAIL 

Valentine’s 

Cookies
AVAILABLE

Thank You All!
The Elmira Kiwanis Club would like to Thank 

our many sponsors for making this year's 
Santa Claus Parade one of the best ever!

Food Basics Elmira 
Mornington Communications
Elmira BIA
Martin Mills 
McDonald's 
Edenborough Ltd.
Elmira Lions Club 
Elmira Legion Br. 469
Bridgeland Terminals
Brubacher Shoes 
M&G Millwrights

ReSurfice
Elmira Pet Products 
Good Auto Parts 
P.I.B. Insurance 
Waters & Hastings LLP
Dreisinger Funeral Home 
Elmira Insurance Brokers 
CCC Sulpher Products 
EGS Electrical 
McKee Technologies 
Shoppers Drug Mart 

Community Sponsors

Thank you ALL & have a Happy New Year

Elmira Kiwanis Club

Wellesley subdivision to proceed; council backs revised plan
Whitney neilson

After rejecting a de-
veloper’s bid to build 
48 homes in Wellesley 
Village near Ferris Drive, 
Schweitzer Crescent, and 
Greenwood Hill Road in 
October, Wellesley council 
accepted a revised proposal 
Monday night.

Council voted 4-1 in 
favour of supporting the 
changes and directed 
township staff to prepare 
the necessary documents 

for a settlement of an ap-
peal to the Ontario Munici-
pal Board launched by the 
developer following the 
original rejection of the 
plan.

If council had chosen 
to defend their original 
decision it would have cost 
them an estimated $40,000 
for a three-day hearing. 
The costs would have been 
non-recoverable.

Coun. Shelley Wagner 
was opposed to council’s 
decision.

“When we didn’t approve 
this the first time, we didn’t 
approve it because we 
wanted to see another op-
tion for this land or to have 
the current plan changed,” 
Wagner said. “ All I have to 
say is I don’t think they’ve 
come back with a good 
enough plan.”

Township planner Geoff 
Vanderbaaren said council 
could only discuss the mo-
tion in open council, not 
the details of the develop-
ment proposal.

The original proposal 
was to build 48 houses, 
including three single-
family homes, 32 semis, 
and 13 townhomes. A 
group of concerned resi-
dents were at the Octo-
ber meeting arguing for 
this development not to 
go through due to that 
neighborhood already 
being densely populated. 
Resident Andrew Brenner 
noted at that meeting that 
two of his three children 
at Wellesley Public School 

are taught out of portables 
due to overpopulation.

Former mayor Ross Kel-
terborn had proposed a 
nursing home be built on 
the 2.5 hectares of land, but 
the township is unable to 
decide that as they don’t 
own the property.

The proposal was origi-
nally brought to council 
in June but was deferred 
after some 50 Wellesley 
residents came out to show 
their disapproval at coun-
cil. Aside from overpopu-

lation, there were safety, 
noise, and traffic concerns 
they wanted to see ad-
dressed. 

The land is zoned as 
institutional right now, 
which means it can only 
be used for a cemetery, 
church, daycare centre, li-
brary, school, public or pri-
vate clinic, nursing home 
or rest home, public utility 
facilities, and services, or 
a community centre. It 
would be rezoned to urban-
residential.

Decision puts an end to Ontario Municipal Board appeal launched by spurned developer, as project will go ahead

cern about the precedent.
“I think it’s going to cost 

us a lot more if we keep 
allowing this.”

Neighbourhood con-
cerns at the September 
meeting revolved around 
efficient clean up of horse 
manure and a potential 
drop in real estate values. 
The property in question 
is at 5209 Ament Line and 
the horses are Albrecht’s 
primary means of trans-
portation.

Neher was vehemently 
opposed to allowing him 
to keep his horses at his 
property at the first meet-
ing, questioning if council 
would even consider this 
if it were in downtown St. 
Clements or Wellesley.

The issue was first 
brought to council in July 
and Albrecht planned to 
build a 400-square-foot 
extension on to an existing 

garage to house the horses. 
Vanderbaaren suggested 
restrictions back in July 
if council were to pass the 
bylaw amendment, includ-
ing at least 15 feet of space 
between the proposed barn 
and neighbouring homes, 
and regulation on manure.

Residents previously 
suggested he keep the 
horses at a nearby church, 
which Albrecht said he was 
open to. In his appeal he 
has suggested no changes 
to his original proposal.

horse: Council, staff split on 
homeowner’s exemption request
From | 3

quick thinking, concern for others nets honours

Scott Jordan (front, middle), who went door-to-door alerting residents when he spotted a fire in Martin Grove Village in the early hours of Jan. 16, was recognized for his efforts in a 
presentation in Woolwich council chambers Tuesday. Mayor Sandy Shantz, fire prevention officer Dennis Aldous, township fire chief Rick Pedersen, Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Michael Harris 
and township deputy chief Dale Martin congratulated Jordan for his diligence. [steve kannon / the observer]

Coun. Herb Neher remains opposed to 
allowing horses reside within town limits.
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New woolwich couNcillors who 
thought they’d dodged the gravel pit bullet found 
the issue front and center again this week.

Ironically, the pit in question is one that had already seen 
considerable debate, an Ontario Municipal Board hearing 
and, ultimately, approval from a previous council. 

Two other, larger and more contentious pit applications 
had already fallen by the wayside: the Hunder pit near Con-
estogo rejected by the OMB, and the Capital Paving bid for 
an operation near West Montrose, dropped by the applicant. 

In that light, it looked like smooth sailing as far as gravel 
was concerned. Instead, it seems the Jigs Hollow operator is 
ramping up a bid for below-the-water-table extraction, rais-
ing the ire of nearby residents. Those same neighbours can 
be forgiven for holding out some hope that Preston Sand and 
Gravel, having discovered groundwater levels essentially 
rendered the pit unviable, would cut their losses and aban-
don plans at the site. That no longer seems plausible.

That would have worked just fine for Woolwich officials, 
too. The pit was never a good idea, and having the operator 
walk away would have been ideal. 

Should a formal application for rezoning – lifting a hold-
ing provision prohibition extraction below the water table – 
come forward, council will have a chance to kibosh the plan, 
perhaps negating the original decision in the process.

To the residents of Winterbourne, this is a chance to 
perhaps undo a perceived wrong. As a group, they’ve been 
ever-diligent in presenting their case, doing their research 
and presenting compelling reasons why there should be no 
gravel mining in the Winterbourne valley.

Along with the destruction of prime farmland – even 
more so should the digging go below the water table – the pit 
threatens a scenic area rife with cultural history. More prag-
matically, it stands to degrade the quality of life of those liv-
ing nearby, bringing noise, dust and truck traffic that raises 
safety concerns.

In the normal course of affairs, the cost-benefit analysis 
would provide councillors with an easy answer: deny the 
applications. Municipal share of aggregate profits are min-
iscule, not enough to cover the direct costs associated with 
road repairs and safety measures, let alone the health and 
well-being of residents. 

Like those who settle in the country then begin complain-
ing about the smell of the surrounding farmland, anyone 
who moves close to an existing gravel pit must live by the 
credo of caveat emptor. The situation is much different 
when someone attempts to establish a pit near an existing 
neighbourhood, as is the case in Winterbourne (and in the 
proposals for Conestogo and West Montrose).

Unfortunately, the situation isn’t as simple as that. No, 
councillors will have to weigh the likelihood of their denial 
being immediately appealed to the Ontario Municipal Board 
(again), which has a track record of ignoring local decisions 
in favour of developers, the Hunder pit notwithstanding.

The poor provincial record of respecting local wishes is 
magnified in the case of gravel pits, where the Aggregate Re-
sources Act is practically a cudgel, and the Ministry of Natu-
ral Resources seen as a defender of operators, not Ontarians.

Of course, we do need gravel, and it does have to come 
from somewhere. Because of its geography, this stretch of 
the province is rife with aggregate, as witnessed by the nu-
merous pits already in operation. If every application for an 
extraction licence was turned down, we’d have to find alter-
native sources for an essential material. 

That’s not a good enough reason to impose a more de-
structive pit on the people of Winterbourne.

Setting the right 
priorities in the 
next gravel debate

Peak oil is so last year. 
Now we can worry about 
peak everything: peak 
food, peak soil, peak fertil-
izer, even peak bees.

Let’s start small. We 
depend on bees to pol-
linate plants that account 
for about one-third of the 
world’s food supply, but 
since 2006 bee colonies 
in the United States have 
been dying off at an unprec-
edented rate. More recently 
the same “colony collapse 
disorder” has appeared in 
China, Egypt and Japan.

Many suspect that the 
main cause is a widely used 
type of pesticide called 
neonicotinoids, but the 
evidence is not yet conclu-
sive. The fact remains that 
one-third of the American 
bee population has disap-
peared in the past decade. 
If the losses spread and 
deepen, we may face seri-
ous food shortages.

Then there’s peak fertil-
izer, or more precisely peak 
phosphate rock. Phospho-
rus is a critical ingredient 
of fertilizer, and it is the 

It’s not just peak oil that we’ve been ignoring
eightfold increase in the 
use of fertilizers that has 
enabled us to triple food 
production worldwide from 
about the same area of land 
in the past 60 years.

At the moment we are 
mining about 200 million 
tonnes of phosphate rock a 
year, and the global reserve 
that could be mined at a 
reasonable cost with current 
technology is estimated at 
about 16 billion tonnes. At 
the current level of produc-
tion it won’t run out entirely 
for 80 years, but the increas-
ing demand for fertilizers to 
feed the growing population 
means that phosphate pro-
duction is rising fast.

As with peak oil, the 
really important date is 
not when there are no 
economically viable phos-
phate rock reserves left, 
but when production starts 
to fall. Peak phosphate is 
currently no more than 40 
years away – or much less, 
if fertilizer use continues 
to grow. After that, it’s 
back to organic fertilizers, 
which mainly means the 
urine and faeces of 10 or 12 
billion human beings and 
their domesticated ani-
mals. Good luck with that.

Peak soil is a trickier no-
tion, but it derives from the 

more concrete concept that 
we are “mining” the soil: 
degrading and exhausting 
it by growing single-crop 
monocultures, using too 
much fertilizer and irrigating 
too enthusiastically, all in the 
name of higher crop yields.

“We know far more 
about the amount of oil 
there is globally and how 
long those stocks will last 
than we know about how 
much soil there is,” said 
John Crawford, director 
of the sustainable systems 
program in Rothamsted 
Research in England. “Un-
der business as usual, the 
current soils that are in ag-
ricultural production will 
yield about 30 per cent less 
... by around 2050.”

The United Nations’ 
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganisation estimates that 
25 per cent of the world’s 
soils that are currently un-
der cultivation are severely 
degraded, and another 
eight per cent moderately 
degraded. (Even “moder-
ately degraded” soil has 
lost half its capacity to 
store water.) And the only 
way to access new, undam-
aged soil is to deforest the 
rest of the planet.

All of which brings us to 
the issue of peak food. And 

here the concept of “peak” 
undergoes a subtle modifi-
cation, because it no longer 
means “maximum produc-
tion, after which yields 
start to fall.” It just means 
“the point at which the 
growth in production stops 
accelerating”: it’s the peak 
rate of growth, not actual 
peak production. But even 
that is quite ominous, if 
you think about it.

During the latter part of 
the 20th century, food pro-
duction grew at around 3.5 
per cent per year, comfort-
ably ahead of population 
growth, but the dramatic 
rise in crop yields was due 
to new inputs of fertilizers 
and pesticides, much more 
irrigation, and new “green 
revolution” crop variet-
ies. Now those one-time 
improvements have largely 
run their course, and global 
food production is rising at 
only 1.5 per cent a year.

Population growth has 
slowed too, so we’re still 
more or less keeping up 
with demand, but there are 
signs that food production 
in many areas is running 
up against what research-
ers at the University of Ne-
braska - Lincoln in a report 

DYER | 10

A solution to the bottlenecks caused by the Church Street medians is obvious to most, but you can expect it’ll come with (another) cost.
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Growth comes at a cost; few benefits to residents not served by local government

woolwich’s freeze on 
tax increases represents 
an attempt to make growth 
provide some actual benefit 
to residents. That’s espe-
cially true of those longer-
established ones who’ve 
likely suffered some decline 
in the quality of their lives 
due to new construction 
and resultant population 
increase, a factor even in a 
still-small community.

It’s not been lost on some 
of the councillors that the 
township has enjoyed some 
boom years in terms of the 
revenues flowing into its 
coffers. Equally obvious is 
just how little of that growth 
has been a boon to citizens. 
As with the region, much 
of that growth got sucked 
into the black hole of staff 
increases, higher wages and 
pet projects that provide 
zero benefit to the public, 
often doing harm instead.

With its tax-rate deci-
sion, council is setting a 
new path, looking at some-
thing other than the usual 
straight-to-the-tax-increase 

route. Instead of a two-per-
cent hike, why not a two-
per-cent cut in what is not 
a lean budget? 

Typically, proposals to  
reduce spending  become 
threats of cuts to service 
levels, with the implication 
that citizens would receive 
less in the way of frontline 
services and programs. That 
terminology is disingenu-
ous at best: officials know 
perfectly well there are cuts 
that can be made without 
the public even noticing, 
including staff reductions 
at the administrative level 
and adjustments to wages 
and benefits. Councillors 
should not be fooled.

Such changes would 
allow for more money to 
be channelled into the 
infrastructure deficit the 
township likes to discuss 
when convenient. Again, 
this council has taken note, 
sticking with a 1.6 per cent 
special levy for infrastruc-
ture projects.

Growth is also a culprit 
in this regard, putting ever-
more stress on the current 
infrastructure while adding 
to the inventory that will 
one day require more gov-
ernment money to maintain 
and replace. And always at 

a cost greater than the pur-
ported benefits of growth.

The downsides of growth 
– a long list, not limited to 
the inarguable ecological 
damage – should be top of 
mind to local politicians 
dealing with budgets just 
now. That’s certainly true 
at the regional level, where 
officials are dreaming and 
scheming over the creation 
of a region-wide economic 
development agency. All 
in the name of growth, of 
course. And all without any 
real justification, guaran-
tees of efficacy or real ben-
efits to citizens.

Instead, what we can be 
certain of  is yet another 
bureaucracy, one that is 
likely not only to pad its 
own salaries but spends 
millions of dollars to the 
benefit of only a few.

It’s down that path the 
conversation needs to 
go. Specifically, council-
lors need to challenge the 
need. Even leaving aside 
the unsustainable growth 
paradigm this proposal ad-
heres to, we need to know if 
Waterloo Region really has 
a problem attracting new 
businesses. Yes, there are 
pre-existing challenges lo-
cally, provincially and na-

tionwide, particularly when 
it comes to manufacturing  
jobs, but how much local 
taxpayer money is really 
needed while the region 
remains a growth centre?

Small communities with 
a small industrial/com-
mercial base experiencing 
a net outflow of residents 
may want to develop land 
in order to entice business 
and create jobs. That’s cer-
tainly not the case in the 
region, though the types 
of new jobs are not always 
ideal – see this week’s 
“good news” announce-
ment that the restaurant 
industry added 31,300 new 
jobs in 2014, making it the 
country’s number one job 
creator – the myth of the 
service economy endures 
nonetheless. The standard 
reply that other urban 
centres do the same thing 
shouldn’t suffice. Again, 
the politicians should be 
asking those questions and 
challenging assumptions 
on our behalf.

The proposal for a 
region-wide economic de-
velopment strategy may be 
a fine one, but we need to 
see the proof. 

Leaving aside the devel-
opment of shovel-ready land 

to bolster local supply – a 
very costly proposition, and 
a worrying one for Woolwich 
residents – even a new bu-
reaucracy has to be justified.

As we’ve seen here, 
economic development 
has provided no tangible 
benefit to the residents, but 
has certainly come at a cost 
to those same people.

Interestingly, some advo-
cates of economic develop-
ment initiatives, particu-
larly in the U.S. where there 
are more levers (tax breaks, 
land grants and the like) 
in play, economic develop-
ment is sold as being able 
to reduce property taxes 
by adding more contribu-
tors. That’s never discussed 
here, where residents see 
few benefits from growth, 
and no financial advantage 
whatsoever when it comes 
to government: their taxes 
always go up, never down.

For many critics, however, 
economic development is 
a zero-sum game. Money 
spent on attracting busi-
nesses from another juris-
diction beggars thy neigh-
bour. For new ventures, a 
long list of factors will come 
into play when a company is 
looking to set up shop; sure, 
they’ll take any freebies, but 

if that’s the deciding factor, 
there’s every reason to doubt 
the long-term viability of 
that “investment.”

What the creation of 
a regional economic de-
velopment group will do, 
however, is yet again lock 
us into the ponzi scheme 
of growth in order to justify 
its decisions, no matter 
how poor. Just look at the 
light rail transit fiasco, lit-
erally railroaded through 
public opposition, for 
proof. The mall-to-mall 
train makes absolutely no 
sense today, tomorrow or 
in your lifetime. Unlike the 
transit woes in Toronto, 
it’s a solution to problems 
that don’t exist here. The 
plan? Create the problems 
here by increasing densi-
ties, making driving less 
convenient and burdening 
the most vulnerable in the 
core areas. 

Once the train gets rolling, 
every failure will come at an 
increased cost to residents, 
thus no benefit to growth.

Township residents fac-
ing the loss of their waste 
transfer stations are see-
ing what the diversion of 
resources mean. Ironically, 

What do the Wellesley Applejacks need to do to upset Ayr in the playoffs?

“Get pucks to the net.”

 » Alex Kaufman

“Take lots of shots.”

 » John Buddinger

“Get pucks in deep.”

 » Brock Krulicki

“Help the goalie out.”

 » Kyle Kraemer

“Play with heart.”

 » Caleb Wellman

“As a resident of Woolwich, I was impressed to read ... of our new council’s resolve to save us from a general tax increase.” Brian Craig | 10

Kannon | 10
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NATIONAl VIeW Dyer: Food shortages likely to 
lead to some “peak” excitement
FRoM | 8

 » The Pearson Centre for Progressive Policy
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last year called “a biophysi-
cal yield ceiling for the 
crop in question.” Produc-
tion of the food in question 
stops rising, then may even 
fall – and extra investment 
often doesn’t help.

The “peak” in this con-
text is an early warning 
that there will eventually 
be a complete cessation of 
growth, possibly followed 
by an absolute decline. 
Peak maize happened in 
1985, peak rice and wild fish 
in 1988, peak dairy in 1989, 
peak eggs in 1993, and peak 
meat in 1996. (The num-
bers come from a recent 
report by scientists at Yale, 
Michigan State University 
and the Helmholtz Centre 
in Germany in the journal 
“Ecology and Society”)

More recent peaks were 

vegetables in 2000, milk 
and wheat in 2004, poultry 
in 2006, and soya bean 
in 2009. Indeed, 16 of the 
21 foods examined in the 
“Ecology and Society” re-
port have already peaked, 
and production levels have 
actually flattened out for 
key regions amounting to 
33 per cent of global rice 
and 27 per cent of global 
wheat production.

So we are already in trou-
ble, and it will get worse 
even before climate change 
gets bad. There are still 
some quick fixes available, 
notably by cutting down on 
waste: more than a third of 
the food that is grown for 
human consumption never 
gets eaten. But unless we 
come up with some new 
“magic bullets,” things will 
be getting fairly grim on 
the food front by the 2030s.

45% : percentage of Canadians who are optimistic about the future 
of Canada’s middle class.
90%: percentage of Canadians who don’t feel financially secure.

 » Dylan Penner, democracy campaigner for the Council of Canadians, takes umbrage 
at Bill C-50, the Conservatives’ new voter suppression bill

“The Ontario Superior Court has already ruled that preventing 
Canadians living abroad from voting is unconstitutional. This bill is 
a blatant attempt to bypass that court decision and suppress the 
votes of Canadians living abroad anyway. Canadians should be 
alarmed; our democratic rights are at stake with this bill.”

 » From the Feb. 7, 2009 edition of The Observer

Another big jump in staff costs, the township’s largest expense, is 
driving a six-per-cent tax increase for Woolwich residents this year. 
That translates into an additional payout of approximately $30 per 
year on a home with an assessed value of $200,000. For 2009, the 
township proposes an operating budget of $10.2 million, an 
increase of almost 15 per cent over last year’s $8.9 million.

YouR viEw / lEttER

Woolwich well 
served by 
watching costs

To the Editor,
As a resident of Wool-
wich, I was impressed to 
read in last week’s Observer 
of our new council’s resolve 
to save us from a general 
tax increase. I was, how-
ever, taken aback by the 
estimated cost of $300,000 
for the proposed new field-
house for the Heidelberg 
park. The artistic rendering 
on page 4 provided the rea-

soning for the exorbitant 
cost.

I wonder why a rectan-
gular building built with 
quality maintenance-
free materials would not 
serve residents as well as 
the illustrated building 
while providing substan-
tial initial savings and 
maintenance costs down 
the road. When you think 
about it, the rectangular 
building being replaced 
served the purpose for 
many years.

Brian Craig | HeidelberG

kannon: Who really benefits 
from our ongoing growth fetish?
FRoM | 9

the region frets about a 
private deal for the Elmira 
facility, fearing a private 
operator would take the 
waste to cheaper jurisdic-
tions, thus reducing re-
gional revenues ... despite 
the stated desire to divert 
waste in order to prolong 
the landfill site’s lifespan.

It’s the same formula 
that sees water and sewer 

fees increase despite the 
public taking to heart the 
message to conserve. And 
despite all the new custom-
ers that growth brings. 
Again, a lack of benefits. 
(See also Ontario’s electri-
cal systems for much the 
same scenario.)

Just once, it would be 
nice to see growth provide 
a real upside to residents 
looking for more from their 
governments.
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SPORTS
skiing / high school

Takin’ it to 
the slopes
EDSS ski team looks to make the most 

of a very short competitive season

ski Team | 13 galea | 13

OPEN
COUNTRY

Tales 
from an 
accidental 
sledder

The other day I went for 
good toboggan ride. Not on 
purpose, mind you. 

An accidental toboggan 
ride is just one of those oc-
cupational hazards that we 
outdoorsy types deal with 
on a day-to-day basis. 

Typically, it happens 
when pulling a toboggan 
filled with ice fishing gear 
down a hill to the lake. But 
not always. I have also had 
it happen in summer when 
carrying plywood in high 
winds.

Not as many people are 
as accomplished at this as I 
am, however. So we’ll stick 
to discussing the proper 
way to survive an acciden-
tal toboggan ride in winter.

This generally occurs 
when you place your ice 
fishing toboggan on the 
edge of a slope and then 
unintentionally step on it. 
One minute you are talking 
to a fishing buddy, the next 
you take a step backwards 
and find yourself facing 
him while slowly gaining 
speed down an incline that 
Olympic ski jump ramps 
are modeled after.

The first thing you need 
to realize is that screaming 
doesn’t help.

noT so greaT

ouTdoorsman / 

sTeVe galea

After winning in Cambridge, the team’s lack of discipline proves costly in tight loss back on home ice

kings | 14

Kings split weekend series with Winter Hawks
SCOTT BARBER

Sugar Kings star Zac 
Coulter scored a Gordie 
Howe hat trick –a fight, 
goal and an assist – but it 
wasn’t enough to power 
Elmira past the Winter 
Hawks in the second leg of 
their home-and-home se-
ries last weekend.

The first-place Kings 
blanked Cambridge 3-0 in 

the first leg, January 31 on 
the road. But the visitors 
brought a tighter game to 
the WMC the following 
afternoon, edging out a 4-3 
shootout victory.

Kings’ head coach Jeff 
Flanagan says the loss re-
inforced a lesson his staff 
has been working hard to 
impress on the team: disci-
pline is critical.

“We took a couple penal-

ties that I would venture 
to say were undisciplined 
and subsequently we were 
scored on, on the power 
plays,” he said. “We have 
to eliminate the undis-
ciplined penalties. Un-
disciplined penalties are 
slashing, cross checking, 
roughing or any sort of in-
citing penalties where play-
ers are, for lack of a better 
term, chirping. We don’t 

mind hard working penal-
ties; if it’s a battle and a guy 
takes a penalty in the heat 
of the moment between the 
whistles, that’s part of the 
game.”

He added, “We have the 
choice of what we do when 
we’re on the ice. When you 
slash someone, you had 
the intent to slash them, 
obviously. Where as if you 
get tied up with someone 

and they fall and you get 
called for tripping, that’s a 
hockey play that’s going to 
happen.”

The Kings incurred 15 
infractions including a pair 
of fighting majors to Steven 
Jakiela and Coulter.

They played well five-on-
five, Flanagan said, noting 
his team’s fast start.

Mitch Wright got Elmira 
on the board just two min-

utes in with a power play 
marker assisted by Coulter 
and Chad Herron.

Coulter made it two-zip 
at 9:47, from Brodie White-
head and Mac Clutsam.

The Hawks clawed one 
back late in the period on 
the power play after White-
head took a cross checking 
penalty.

The EDSS alpine ski team headed to Beaver Valley for 
their WCSSAA meet this week and will compete there 
again on Feb. 12 for the CWOSSA meet. From left: 
Brandon Berchtold, Mike DeVries, Heidi Frey, Markus 
Krepstakies and Isaac Hogan. Missing: Ben Schott. 
[Whitney neilson / the observer]

WhiTNEY NEilSON

The most recent dump-
ing of snow on Waterloo 
Region bodes well for the 
small but mighty Elmira 
District Secondary School 
alpine ski team.

The six-person team is 
made up of Heidi Frey, 
Isaac Hogan, Markus Krep-
stakies, Brandon Berch-
told, Ben Schott and Mike 
DeVries.

Coach David Vandenberg 
said they’re divided into 
two levels based on their 
experience. Of the six, five 
are level one, with one level 
two skier.

“It’s based on a certain 
quantity of previous race 
experience,” Vandenberg 
said. “Basically skiers who 
have skied competitively 
up to a certain age and be-
yond a certain age, they’re 
considered level two. And 
level one is typically for a 
non-competitive skier.”

They had a mini-meet at 
Beaver Valley in January 
to get skiers used to racing 
competitively, an essen-
tial training day for those 
without easy access to the 
slopes. They had their WC-
SSAA meet at Beaver Valley 
on February 5. Their next 
meet is on February 12, also 
at Beaver Valley for CWOS-
SA for those who qualify.

“They compete individu-
ally and as a team,” Van-
denberg said. “They will 
compete individually, the 
top three individuals will 
move on to CWOSSA, and 
as well we get a team score. 
So depending on the fin-
ish, the team will qualify. 
And there they take the top 
three from the school. We 
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Reid Denstedt carries the puck through the neutral zone against Norwich on home ice Jan. 31. [scott barber / the observer]

Matt Schieck takes a check from a Merchant defender during last weekend’s match at the 
Wellesley arena. [scott barber / the observer]

Jacks finish in eighth spot and now face first-place Ayr in the opening round of the playoffs

Another split to wrap up the season
SCOTT BARBER

With a narrow 6-5 victo-
ry over Burford and an 11-4 
blowout loss to Norwich, 
the Wellesley Applejacks 
concluded their regular 
season last weekend with 
the inconsistency that has 
plagued the squad all year. 

At 13-27-0 the Jacks 
finished eighth (ahead 
of only the winless Delhi 
Travellers) in the Midwest-
ern Junior C standings, 
good enough for the last 
playoff spot and a date 
with the top-ranked Ayr 
Centennials (32-8-0) in the 
first round of the playoffs, 
which began Thursday at 
the North Dumfries Com-
munity Complex. 

Dominated by the 
Centennials during the 
season – winless in their 
five matchups including a 
9-1 drubbing Jan. 22 – the 
Jacks will need to bring a 
total team effort if they’re 
going to have any chance of 
slowing down the league’s 
top unit, head coach Tim 
Robb said.

“We’re going to be work-
ing on everything,” he said, 
noting the team only had 

time for one practice before 
the series opener. “We’re 
working on our power play, 
our defensive zone, our 
forecheck; all the things we 
need to be successful.”

Having allowed an aver-

age of nearly seven goals 
against Ayr during the 
regular season (34-12 cu-
mulative score in their five 
meetings), the Jacks will 
need to improve defensive-
ly, Robb added.

scored by Schieck (Justin 
Plant, Wood), Paul Morra 
(Hayden Stewart, Justin 
Lebold) and Alex Uttley 
(Reid Denstedt).

It was all Jacks in the 
second, as Cal Jefferies 
(Jake Wilkinson, Morra) 
and Seguin (Stewart) found 
the back of the net to make 
it 6-2.

The Bulldogs scored 
three in the third to make 
it a one goal game, but they 
couldn’t dig themselves all 
the way out of the hole.

With three power play 
goals and another that 
came just seconds after 
a Burford penalty had 
expired, the Jacks special 
teams were on fire, Robb 
said.

The Jacks also had a real 
short bench, with just four 
defencemen and three for-
ward lines on hand due to a 
rash of illness, Robb added.

That may have led to 
some tired legs the follow-
ing night at home against 
the Norwich Merchants, 
where the Jacks started out 
strong but ran out of gas in 
an 11-4 defeat.

“We played very well 
in the first period and it 
was a really good hockey 
game,” Robb said. “We kept 
the score 3-2 and we had 
a number of solid scoring 
chances in that first period 
that we just couldn’t capi-
talize on.”

The Merchants scored 
the game’s first two goals 
and were followed by mark-
ers off the sticks of Seguin 
(Schieck) and Sean McE-
wan (Wilkinson, Jefferies). 

The visitors regained 
the lead heading into the 
second, and that’s when 
things started to go side-
ways for the Jacks. 

The Merchants scored 
five unanswered in the 
middle frame, including 
three power play goals.

After the game, Robb was 
not happy with the officiat-
ing. 

“The referees stepped in 
with a number of question-
able calls that started at the 
end of the first period and 
continued well into the sec-
ond. I don’t think I’ve ever 
seen such poor officiating 
in all my years of coaching. 
It clearly dictated the out-
come of the game.”

Norwich piled on an-
other three goals to start 
the third, putting the game 
out of reach.

Wilkinson (Jefferies, Leb-
old) and Uttley (Schieck, 
Stewart) notched a pair of 
inconsequential goals to 

“The biggest thing is you 
have to keep them close, 
so anything we can do to 
stifle their offense and slow 
them down will be keys to 
our success. It’s just a mat-
ter of playing good team 
defence and capitalizing 
when you get opportuni-
ties. You can’t be loose on 
defence or they’re going to 
hurt you.”

For a young group that 
has struggled to find con-
sistency over the past five 
months, it won’t be easy.

That inconsistency was 
on display as the Jacks split 
their final weekend of regu-
lar season play. 

Things got off to a good 
start, as the Jacks edged 

the Bulldogs 6-5 Jan. 30 on 
the road.

“We played a very good 
system,” Robb explained. “I 
think we really frustrated 
Burford because they had a 
hard time getting the puck 
out of their end for the first 
two periods, and we capi-
talized because of it.”

The home side opened 
the scoring midway 
through the first, but 
Applejack Matt Schieck 
quickly tied things up on 
the power play (Tyler Se-
guin, Parker Wood).

The Bulldogs regained 
the lead shortly after, 
but were followed up by 
a trio of Wellesley goals 
to close out the frame, Jacks | 32
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only have one possibility 
there and it’s the boy level 
one. Because there are four 
there they may qualify as 
a team even if they didn’t 
qualify individually.”

They have another train-
ing day at Beaver Valley on 
February 18 and the OFSAA 
meet is at Blue Mountain 
on February 13 and 14. 
Since Elmira is pretty far 
removed from any ski hills 

they’ve had to do most of 
their training in the gym. 
This means lots of dry land 
training in the weight room. 
Typically they have another 
training day like the ones 
at Beaver Valley, but the 
scheduled practice at Al-
pine was cancelled because 
of a snow day.

He said their level two 
skier, Isaac Hogan, has been 
a good mentor for the oth-
ers on the course. 

“He’s been helping be-
cause he has the training 
and experience, so he’s been 
helping with the others who 
also don’t have racing expe-
rience,” Vandenberg said.

Their biggest challenge 
is not having access to a 
ski hill, but that’s a pretty 
common issue for all the 
Waterloo Region schools. 
As this is Vandenberg’s first 
year with the team he said 
it’s hard to say how they’ll 

do in competition. At their 
training day they all ended 
up around the middle of the 
pack.

“I’ve seen the mini-meet. 
For some of the students it 
was their first time running 
a ski course, so it’s hard to 
say how they’d do in a real 
competition,” Vandenberg 
explained. “They were just 
trying to get comfortable 
with it. We did, I thought 
quite well for the day.”

Ski TEAm: Novice members taking their first shot at competition
from | 11

SPRING SESSION
Recreational and Competitive Programs Offered 

For Ages 16 Months & Up

11 WEEKS March 23 – June 6, 2015

Payment must accompany registration Payment Options: Cash or Cheque

In person registration for all NEW members
FEBRUARY 9 - FEBRUARY 12, 2015

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm
Gym Lobby, 
97 Earl Martin Dr., Unit #2, 
Elmira

FOR INFORMATION ON
PROGRAMS, GYM CALENDAR, BIRTHDAY PARTIES AND REGISTRATION 

CHECKOUT OUR WEBSITE www.woolwichgymnastics.com
CALL 519.669.2227 or EMAIL wgcregistrar@gmail.com

Please note that all programs are subject to availability and sufficient enrollment.

SUMMER CAMP WEEKS
Full or Half Days Available
JULY 6–10, 13-17, 20-24 & 27-31, 2015
AUGUST 10–14 & 17-21, 2015
Register before June 8, 2015 and save!

MARCH BREAK CAMP
March 16 – 20, 2015
$50/day   •   $225/week
$115/week for half days

SWEEPiNg ThE COURT iN SEARCh Of AN OUTlET PASS

Colin Wideman looks for an outlet during the EDSS senior boys’ basketball team’s 53-38 loss to Southwood Secondary School on Feb. 3. The team has yet to win a game this season. [Whitney neilson / the observer]

True, it might seem like 
the natural thing to do, 
especially when hurtling 
headlong towards a cliff’s 
edge.

All it does, however, is 
alert those below that there 
is going to be a new hole 
in the ice. Oh, and it lets 
those in your way know it’s 
time to step off your path – 
which removes all chance 
of slowing down due to 
speed bumps.

No, when you are in the 
midst of an accidental 
toboggan ride, you need 
to stay calm and evaluate 
your options.

One option is to jump off 
and watch the sled you are 
on, and the accompany-
ing tackle pick up speed as 
it heads towards oblivion. 
Then from your place in the 
snow, you can watch the 
inevitable explosion and 
the lures in the tackle boxes 
thrown in every direction.

This is the option to 
choose if it is not your sled 
or tackle.

If it is, though, there’s 
always option two. 

Ride it out.
In that case, the first 

thing you need to do is ori-
ent yourself so you are right 
side up and facing forward. 

Then, remove your hands 
from your eyes and grab 
hold of the toboggan’s reins. 

Now, you have two pri-
orities. First, avoid any im-
movable object. Then, avoid 
anything that could be even 
loosely construed as a ramp. 
This includes cliff edges.

After you’ve taken care 
of these things, you need 
to figure out how to slow 
down and slowly come to 
a stop. One way is to use 
some cord and your parka 
to create a parachute much 
like those used by drag rac-
ers. Only do this if you are 
on a particularly long slope 
and have the time.

Alternately, you could 
run your hand auger in 
reverse at the back of your 
sled. I figure once you hit 
about 10,000 rpm, you can 
start making headway up 
the slope. 

Neither of these methods 
is particularly practical, 
however.

So all that’s really left to 
do is enjoy the ride and rig 
up a rod on the way down 
so you’ll be ready to fish 
the minute your legs stop 
shaking. 

This, by the way, is why 
a lot of people don’t bother 
with ice fishing toboggans 
– or ice fishing.

Honestly though, inci-
dents like these are easily 
forgotten if the fish are bit-
ing. Or if you hit a tree hard 

enough.
This is also the main rea-

son I pack my own chute 
these days.

gAlEA: After the panic starts in, do try to protect your sled and tackle, even at great personal cost
from | 11
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WoolWich  
WildcaTs

Tyke: SElECT
Feb. 1 vs Dundas
Home: 1 Visitor: 3
Goal: Matthew Darrigan
Assists: Hayden Weber, Ethan 
Burkholder 
Player of the game: Ethan 
Burkholder

Novice: AE
Jan. 25 vs Hespeler
Home: 3 Visitor: 4
Goals: Preston Hackert, Owen 
Weber, Andrew Chumley
Assists: Preston Hackert, Kane 
Kruschat

Feb. 1 vs Centre Wellington
Home: 2 Visitor: 0
Goals: Cale Waechter (2)
Assists: Hunter Brown (2), 
Preston Hackert (2)
Shutout: Jake Wingrove, Evan 
Sauve

Novice: ll# 1
Jan. 31 vs ll# 2
Home: 3 Visitor: 6
Goals: Josh Uhrig (2), Dawson 
Brubacher
Assists: Brandon Fishman, Ryan 
Scheifele, Josh Uhrig, Connor 
Haley

Feb. 1 vs Paris ll# 1
Home: 4 Visitor: 4
Goals: Josh Uhrig (4)
Assists: Ben Hibbard, Owen 
Tettman, Caelan Haley, Ryan 
Scheifele

Minor Atom: A
Jan. 25 vs Milton
Home: 4 Visitor: 3
Goals: Isaiah Reitzel (2), Joey 
Martin, Ethan Bickerton
Assists: Joey Martin, Eric Hutton, 
Cade Beacom

Jan. 31 vs Oakville
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Jordan Chang, Joey 

Martin
Assists: Sam Hacock, Will 
Lavigne

Feb. 1 vs Owen Sound
Home: 4 Visitor: 0
Goals: Joey Martin (2), Isaiah 
Reitzel, Sam Hacock
Assist: Jordan Chang
Shutout: Evan Catton

Minor PeeWee: AA
Jan. 19 vs Flamborough
Home: 6 Visitor: 2
Goals: Kyler Austin, Cole Slade, 
Owen Lee, Cameron Leonard, 
Owen Troyer, Colton Schmitt
Assists: Owen Lee (2), Kyler 
Austin, Michael Hayes, Owen 
Troyer, Cameron Leonard, Colton 
Schmitt, Easton Gowing, Gavin 
Roemer, Tyler Martin (2)

Jan. 22 vs Burlington
Home: 7 Visitor: 0

Jan. 22 vs Centre Wellington
Home: 2 Visitor: 2

Goals: Owen Lee, Nate Snyder
Assists: Kyler Austin, Easton 
Gowing, Cole Slade

Jan. 24 vs Caledon
Goals: Michael Hayes, Owen Lee, 
Michael Hayes
Visitor: Colton Schmitt, Cole 
Slade, Owen Lee, Kyler Austin, 
Owen Troyer

Jan. 27 vs Centre Wellington
Home: 5 Visitor: 0
Goals: Cameron Leonard, 
Owen Troyer, Owen Lee, Colton 
Schmitt, Kyler Austin
Assists: Owen Troyer, Cameron 
Leonard, Kyler Austin, Owen Lee 
(2), Tyler Martin
Shutout: Quinn Brown

Jan. 30 vs Niagara Falls
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Kyler Austin, Owen Troyer 
(2), Michael Hayes
Assists: Owen Lee, Tyler Martin, 
Cameron Leonard

Jan. 31 vs Burlington

Home: 3 Visitor: 5
Goals: Colton Schmitt, Tyler 
Martin, Cole Slade
Assists: Michael Hayes, Cameron 
Leonard, Kyler Austin, Owen Lee

Feb. 1 vs Flamborough
Home: 4 Visitor: 1
Goals: Owen Troyer, Owen Lee, 
Kyler Austin, Cole Slade
Assists: Gavin Roemer, Kyler 
Austin, Owen Lee x3, Cameron 
Leonard, Evan Roth

PeeWee: AE BluE
Feb. 1 vs Milton
Home: 2 Visitor: 8
Goals: Matthew Brubacher, 
Conner Kroetsch
Assists: Simon Shantz, Andrew 
Weber, Kieran Oberholzer

Feb. 2 vs Hespeler
Home: 5 Visitor: 1
Goals: Matthew Brubacher (3), 
Jonathon Dingelstand, Adam 
Schill
Assists: Danny Soehner (2), 

Simon Shantz, Logan Frey, 
Tyler Brubacher, Keith Mikel, 
Jonathon Dingelstand, Conner 
Kroetsch (2)

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Feb. 2 vs Oakville
Home: 3 Visitor: 4
Goals: Matt Fleischmann, Keaton 
McLaughlin, Brett Allen
Assists: Jesse Martin, Cole 
Chipman, Trevor Ferretti, Jake 
Clemmer

Minor Midget: A
Jan. 30 vs Hespeler
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goals: Matt Uhrig
Assists: Tyson Bender, Jordan 
Gamble

Midget: ll# 1
Jan. 30 vs Woolwich ll# 2
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Dylan Arndt, Isaac 
Fishbein, Nick Berlet, Austin 
Horst

Assists: Jacob Cornwall, Nick 
Berlet (2), Dylan Arndt (2), Trent 
Brunkard

Jan. 31 vs Woolwich # 3
Home: 3 Visitor: 2
Goals: Isaac Fishbein, Dylan 
Arndt, Troy Nechanicky
Assists: Jacob Cornwall, Chris 
Taylor, Nick Berlet (2)

WoolWich 
Wild

Atom: C
Jan. 15 vs. Mitchell
Home: 0 Visitor: 4

Jan. 17 vs lucan
Home: 0 Visitor: 1

Jan. 24 vs lambeth
Home: 0 Visitor: 2

Jan. 25 vs Sarnia
Home: 0 Visitor: 0
Shutout: Sydney Chapman

Jan. 31 vs lambeth
Home: 0 Visitor: 3

PeeWee: BB
Jan. 17 vs West Huron
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Erin Bauer, Alana 
Bauman, Hayley Clemmer
Assists: Abigail Burkholder, Ella 
Campbell, Maggie Sargent

Feb. 2 vs St. Thomas
Home: 1 Visitor: 0
Goal: Ella Campbell
Assist: Abigail Burkholder

karaTe:  
BelT grading

White Heron Martial Arts
Students earning Yellow Belt: 
Eden Bagg, Matthew Metzger. 
Students advancing to Stripe 
Belt: Ryan Murray and Sam 
Brown.

ThE SCORE

kiNgS: Coach sees weekend a good illustration of what it takes to be ready when playoffs start

Clutsam gave the home 
side a two goal cushion in 
the second with a power 
play goal assisted by Mitch 
Klie and Wright.

But the third was all 
Cambridge, as the visitors 
scored a power play goal 
to get back within one and 
notched the tying goal with 
their goalie pulled at 18:31.

Four-on-four overtime 
solved nothing, so it was 
onto the shootout, where 
Klie and Wright both failed 
to score.

The Hawks put a pair 
past Jonathan Reinhart to 
claim the win.

The matchup will cost 
the Kings the services of 
Coulter for the next two 
games, as the club’s top 

scorer received a suspen-
sion for instigating a fight. 

On the injury front, Klie 
took a high stick at the 
opening face-off that broke 
his nose, but the team cap-
tain returned to the game 
wearing a full facemask. 

It was a tough loss, but 
Flanagan was happy with 
the team’s effort.

“We think from a sys-

tems stand point, from an 
effort stand point and from 
an attitude stand point, 
our guys are doing well 
and they are executing the 
things that we are asking 
of them and it just comes 
down to making a few less 
mistakes.”

A night earlier, the Kings 
were firing on all cylinders.

Jakiela opened the 

scoring in the first pe-
riod (Brendan Schneider, 
Marselis Subban) at 14:00.

The game remained 1-0 
until Wright added an in-
surance goal 8:07 into the 
third. 

Whitehead sealed the 
deal with an empty-netter 
at 19:31 (unassisted). 

With the split, the Kings 
held onto their first place 

position atop the GOJHL 
Midwestern Conference, 
just a point better (with 
one game in hand) than 
the Kitchener Dutchmen 
with eight games remain-
ing.

The boys are back in 
action Saturday evening 
against the Waterloo Sis-
kins at the WMC. Game 
time is 7 p.m.

from | 11

Clockwise: The Sugar Kings celebrate a goal; Chad Herron watches a Mitch Wright shot find the back of the net; Marselis Subban brings the puck up ice; Ethan Skinner takes a shot on net during last Sunday’s match at the WMC. [scott barber / the observer]
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Open 24 HRS. 7 Days a Week!
315 Arthur St. S. | 519-669-5403

Say, “I LOVE YOU”

with a beautiful gift from inSeason
where shopping local is always inSeason!

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

CALL US OR STOP BY FOR DETAILS. 519-669-5790 EXT104

BE MY VALENTINE.
Hey romantic guys. An ad in the Observer lasts longer,
is fat-free and will make all her girlfriends jealous...

Come to

3685 NAFZIGER RD., WELLESLEY | 519-656-2430

HOURS: Mon.-Wed. 6:30am-4:30pm
Thurs. & Fri. 6:30am-8pm • Sat. 7am-4pm

Friday, February 13th 
& Saturday, February 14th

4pm - 8pm

Sweetheart
Special

FREE FLOWER

Valentine’s Day

Beautiful

2239 Floradale Rd., Floradale, ON floralfusion.ca(519) 669-9761

Special Valentine’s Hours: Thurs. 9:30 - 5pm; Fri. 9:30 - 6:30pm; Sat 9:30 - 5pm

Creative Floral Designs / Home Decor
20 Years Experience

RosesLONG STEM

GiftsUNIQUE

BOUQUETS

IS SATURDAY
FEBRUARY 14TH

DINNER HOURS: Mon.-Thur. 8-4, Fri.-Sat. 8-8

February 13 & 14th
• Soup or Salad
• Chicken Cordon Bleu OR 

Bacon-Wrapped Pork Tenderloin
• Twice-Baked Potato, 

Veggie, Rolls
• Tuxedo Brownie Torte, OR 
    Lemon Blueberry Cheesecake
• Coffee & TeaRESERVATIONS

RECOMMENDED

$2495
each

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Make it a Happy

Valentine’s Day 

with a little help 

from us!

Together
         Forever

SaturdayFeb 14 th



Have a dream wedding with help from these local experts.

THE OBSERVERWedding Guide
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Easy Access • Ample Parking • Air Conditioned 

Seats up to 450 • Excellent Lighting

LIONS HALL

For Reservations Call 519.669.5101
40  South St.  W.,  Elmira

Linwood | 519.698.2981
www.alloccasiontentrentals.com

tents@alloccasiontentrentals.com

~ Weddings
~ Corporate Events

~ Anniversaries
~ Birthday Parties

“We go Over and Above”

Providing Quality, Clean, 
White Tents and Accessories.

www.guysanddolls.ca
112 Oriole Pkwy, Elmira 519-669-8234

The PERFECT STYLE

Hair

for the PERFECT BRIDE

Make Up

Manicures

Pedicures

Facials

Your

One Stop Spa!

 Elze’s Elze’s Elze’s Elze’s

Redeem this voucher and receive

Call Elze TODAY to R.S.V.P.

PLUS

FREE

15%
OFF

on any
wedding wine

receive a

Wine & Cheese 
tasting event for the 
bride & her bridesmaids.

519-669-0799

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

CALL US OR STOP BY FOR
DETAILS. 519-669-5790 EXT104

Here Comes
    �eBride...

Congratulations on the
recent good news. Now 
it’s time to let people
know. Nothing works
better than an ad in the
Family Album.

• Engagements
• Stag & Does
• Wedding Announcements

ANNOUNCEMENT

WAY TO GO!



Have a dream wedding with help from these local experts.

THE OBSERVERWedding Guide
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TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY RENTAL FACILITIES:  LINWOOD | HAWKESVILLE | ST. CLEMENTS | WELLESLEY

For Facility bookings please call:
(519) 699-9369 or 
e-mail psnyder@wellesley.ca

You Have 
Waited So 
Long for 
This!

You Have 
Waited So 
Long for 
This!

Looking for the 
Perfect Place 
to host a Party
or Reception?

The Township of Wellesley has a number of facilities
available for rent at very reasonable prices.

Call to book your consultation
today, and make your wedding

Just Like You

2239 Floradale Rd., Floradale, ON floralfusion.ca(519) 669-9761

Beautiful
 and

Creative Floral Designs / Home Decor

Unique

20 Years Experience83A Arthur St. S, Elmira
519-669-0374 | neverenoughthyme@bellnet.ca

• Showers
• Rehearsal Dinners
• Appetizer Platters
• Brunch
• Outdoor/Indoor

Weddings

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

CALL US OR STOP BY FOR
DETAILS. 519-669-5790 EXT104

Here Comes
    �eBride...

Congratulations on the
recent good news. Now 
it’s time to let people
know. Nothing works
better than an ad in the
Family Album.

• Engagements
• Stag & Does
• Wedding Announcements

ANNOUNCEMENT

WAY TO GO!

www.shirtimeweddings.com

Email: shirley@shirtimeweddings.com

1-866-524-5167

Wedding Rentals, 
Decor & More

W E D DING S
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Venture
Food For thought/ 
owen roberts

FIELD
NOTES

on the move / no place like home

Keeping the water on the outside

More than 1.5 million 
Canadian tourists head 
south and visit Mexico 
each year, mostly in the 
winter, hitting hot spots 
such as the Mayan Riviera 
and Puerto Vallarta. And 
as they step off the plane, 
a handful of Mexicans will 
step on, heading north to 
Canada. 

For them, it’s no vaca-
tion. But it’s vitally impor-
tant for both countries that 
they make that trek.

Beginning this month, 
the first of what will even-
tually be a workforce of 

more than 16,000-plus 
seasonal foreign work-

ers arrive  in Ontario 
to do  farm labour. 

Mexico and the 
Caribbean supply 

the lion’s share 
of seasonal 
offshore farm 
labour for 
Ontario, with 
about 8,000 
workers each.

Their efforts 
have become 

an intrinsic 
and essential 

part of the farm-
ing fabric here, 

particularly for the 
manual labour that 

Canadians shun. Every-

Workplace 
initiative 
protects 
farm 
labourers

food for thought/ 
owen roberts

roberts | 19

Foundation repair experts, The Crack Specialists set up shop in St. Jacobs, home of company’s owners

foundation | 19

Lorrie and Todd Martin moved their business, The Crack Specialists, from Waterloo to St. 
Jacobs in December. Inset: Wes Rose, Luis Brilhaut, Patrick Pietrzyk, Jamie Carey and Todd 
Martin outside their 1600 King St. N. office.  [scott barber / the ob server]

After eleven years 
in business providing 
residential and commercial 
foundation repairs across 
the region, The Crack 
Specialists have made the 
move from Waterloo to St. 
Jacobs.

It makes a lot of sense 
for owners Todd and Lorrie 
Martin, as the husband and 
wife team and their two 
children live in the village, 
just a hop, skip and jump 
from the new digs at 1600 
King St. N.

“St. Jacobs is our home, 
and we absolutely love 
it here,” Lorrie said. “We 
understand that this is a 
service-based community. 
In order to stay in business 
here, we know that the 
people here truly value in-
tegrity and we are proud to 
stand behind our work. … 
I’ve got to be able to stand 
in the grocery line in town 
with my head held up high, 
knowing that we provide 
a quality to service to our 
clients.”

The Crack Specialists re-
pair foundation cracks in-
ternally and externally. The 
internal methods involve 
the injection of a sealant, 
either a polyurethane flex-
ible resin or an epoxy resin. 
External repairs require 
excavation and the installa-
tion of a double membrane 
system (for keeping water 
out) and a weeping tile re-
placement. 

Other repair methods 
include the putting in place 
of interior membranes 
and under-floor drainage, 
the installation of sump 
pumps, and window wells 
with drains tied to weeping 

tile.
Cracks are typically no-

ticed in the spring when 
the snow melts or after 
heavy rainstorms. That’s 
when things get hectic for 
the Martins: a big storm or 
a fast melt can cause a tidal 
wave of calls to come in all 
at once. 

But they really enjoy 
helping people out.

“We help a lot of people, 
and I think that is at the 
root of where the joy comes 
in, because fixing a foun-
dation crack isn’t exciting. 
But when you’ve got some-
body who has water com-

ing into their basement 
and we can go in and 
fix it quickly for them 
and that gives them 
peace of mind, that’s 
what brings us joy.”

Foundation cracks 
can cause a ton of 
property damage for 
homeowners. And 
the problem is wide-
spread, with some 
estimates speculating 
that up to 75 per cent 
of homes in the province 
have cracks, Todd said.

Even newer homes, some 

Scott BarBer

Visit Martin’s:
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built hastily during recent 
housing booms, often have 
foundation cracks.

The best way to prevent 
leaks in your basement 
is to inspect the drainage 
around your home, Todd 
said.

“It’s very important 
to consider how you are 
managing the water off the 
roof and eavesdrops and 
to think about the grading 
around the house. Espe-
cially when you’re building 
a deck in the backyard; 
make sure you have proper 
drainage before you build 
the structure because once 
it’s built, it’s going to be 
very difficult to address 
any problems that might 
arise.”

one wants local food, but 
too few of us want to work 
in fields or harvest it. 

That’s where seasonal 
foreign workers come in, 
some of whom call Can-
ada home for up to eight 
months. It’s common for 
them to be supporting fam-
ilies back home with the 
money they make, and take 
agricultural lessons and 
safety habits learned here 
back home to Mexico. 

They begin  here mid-
February tree pruning or in 
the spring when the ground 
is ready to be worked, and 
stay until the fall harvest is 
wrapped up.

Many Mexican farm 
labourers come from ag-
ricultural and rural back-
grounds, making them all 
the more valued by the 
Canadian farmers who hire 
them.

But language is an issue. 
Unlike those workers from 
Caribbean countries, Eng-
lish is not likely to be part 
of Spanish-speaking Mexi-
can farm workers’ culture. 
And the ability to commu-
nicate with them (and vice 
versa) is vital, beginning 
with workplace safety.

In Ontario, that’s where 
Workplace Safety and Pre-

vention Services kicks in. 
Last winter, the Guelph 
regional office held two 
focus groups with a cross-
section of farm group lead-
ers and employers, along 
with members from the 
Mexican consulate. Their 
goal was to discuss the 
kind of workplace safety 
collateral that would be 
effective for Spanish-
speaking workers. 

That effort, with support 
from the Ontario Minis-
try of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs and the 
federal government, has 
resulted in a restocked, re-
branded collection of Span-
ish and English farm safety 
training tools, coming soon 
to wsps.ca. 

Central to these tools 
is an 18-minute video in 
English and Spanish called 
Orientation for Seasonal 
Workers in the Agricultural 
Industry. It gives viewers 
an idea about what they’ll 
be doing in the field, and 
how to do it safely. 

Dean Anderson, Guelph-
based agriculture program 
manager for Workplace 
Safety and Prevention Ser-
vices, says visuals can be 
helpful when language is 
a problem, making video 
an important medium for 
teaching and learning.

The package also in-
cludes 16 conversation 
guides called  “tailgate 
talks” which address spe-
cific hazards. Supervisors 
use them to deliver aware-
ness training onsite – may-
be as workers are gathered 
around the tailgate (thus 
the name), before the day’s 
work begins. 

And finally, the package  
includes a three-hour pro-
gram with an array of how-
to visuals that employers 
can use to teach Spanish-
speaking employees job 
safety measures. The idea 
is for seasonal workers’ 
employers to use the mate-
rial as a component of their 
overall health and safety 
training program. 

Part of the emphasis is 
on preventing strains and 
sprains, given the number 
of muscle-related injuries 
agricultural workers expe-
rience. Repetitive motions, 
improper lifting and bend-
ing and failure to limber 
up before starting work all 
contribute to the problem.  

It’s a message all farm-
ers could take to heart. 
This Spanish translation 
initiative makes agricul-
tural workplaces safer for 
employers and employees 
alike, regardless of nation-
ality.

roBertS: Language skills an issue as Canada 
relies on migrant workers for farm labour
from | 18

SIT IN ON ONE OF
THE GREATEST JAM
SESSIONS IN HISTORY

Tues, 10 - Wed, 11 Feb. @ 8PM
MILLION DOLLAR QUARTET

foundation: The company has seen steady 
growth since starting as a home-based business
from | 18

Over the past decade, 
the business has come a 
long way for the Martins. 
What began as an idea at 
their kitchen table and 
started with a van out of 
their garage has grown 
to include some ten em-

ployees and three red 
trucks that have become 
quite recognizable around 
town.

And yes, they’ve heard 
all the jokes in the book 
when it comes to the com-
pany name.

FROM PAPER

TO PRINT
QUALITY COLOUR 
PHOTO REPRINTS 4x6 5x7 8x10

$9 
(2nd Print only $4.50)

$11
(2nd Print only $5.50)

$15 
(2nd Print only $7.50)

That photograph in The Observer can be yours. 
Visit our website and order any photo in paper or online.

Order your print today! 519-669-5790 | www.observerxtra.com/forms/order-a-photo-reprint 

Linwood bLood donor cLinic

3000 Ament Line, Heidelberg • 519-699-4646

Steed and
Evans Ltd.

Engineers and Contractors

Grandpa: Emergency blood 
transfusion. Sunday 11:00am

Give Blood ...  
 to save lives.

1025 Alfred St., Linwood • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.bloodservices.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, February 13th, 2015 
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm

at Linwood Community Centre 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

This Linwood Blood Donor Clinic announcement is brought to you by these community-minded businesses



20 | THE ARTS THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, febRUARY 7, 2015

THE ARTS
on stage / live music

Concert aims to give peace a chance
Grand Philharmonic Choir’s “Grant Us Peace” show will feature solo performance from St. Jacob’s Bethany Horst

Whitney neilson

In a world full of tur-
moil, music can capture 
the storm and bring calm 
to an otherwise dark affair. 
The Grand Philharmonic 
Choir’s upcoming “Grant 
Us Peace” concert show-
cases the need for peace 
in times of conflict, from 
when the threat of Napo-
leon taking over was a real 
concern to present day.

The show is set for Feb-
ruary 21 at the Centre In 
The Square.

The first piece is Haydn’s 
Lord Nelson Mass, which 
the choir’s conductor 
and artistic director Mark 
Vuorinen, says is part of 
their traditional base of 
music the choir regularly 
performs from the 18th 
century. 

Canadian composer 
John Estacio’s piece The 
Houses Stand Not Far 
Apart comes next. Estacio 
will be joining the choir 
before the performance to 
work with them and will 
also be at the concert to 
chat with the audience. 
The final piece is by a liv-
ing Latvian composer 
named Peteris Vasks, called 
Dona Nobis Pacem. 

“Each of the three pieces 
is linked to each other by 
the fact that they’re all the-
matically centered around 
peace as a theme,” Vuo-
rinen said. “Haydn being 
a little bit different in that 
Haydn’s work was written 
while Napoleon was storm-
ing through Europe and so 
there’s a real sort of unease 
about living in Austria 
where Haydn lived at that 

time. In fact, he won sever-
al key battles right around 
the same time Haydn wrote 
this piece.”

Haydn’s arrangement 
holds a dramatic quality, 
unlike the majority of his 
music at that time which 
was written more optimis-
tic, and in a major key. 

Estacios’ piece tells the 
fictional story of two hous-
es that stand across from 
one another, separated by 
a river. There are families 
living on either side who 
are taught to hate the fam-
ily on the other side of the 
river, for no other reason 
than that’s what they’ve 
always done.  

“By the end of the piece 
we get this sense that these 
things can’t go on this way 
and that there has to be an 
element of forgiveness, of 
understanding, of compas-
sion, of empathy,” Vuo-
rinen said. “Each of these 
pieces in my mind is able 
to tell this story, express 
this message of humans 
living in a world that’s diffi-
cult, that’s got conflict, that 
needs a hopefulness and by 
the end of all these pieces I 
think it’s achieved.”

The Kitchener-Waterloo 
Symphony and four solo-
ists, Bethany Horst, Jen-
nifer Enns Modolo, Marcel 
d’Entremont, and Benja-
min Covey, will join the 
choir. St. Jacobs local Horst 
teaches at Rockway Men-
nonite Collegiate and is of 
an international caliber, 
Vuorinen notes.

“As I was program-
ming this concert I really 
thought who can sing this 
Haydn really well and I 

thought of her immediately 
because she can handle 
that, she can do that so 
well,” Vuorinen said. “She 
sung with us before and the 
audience loved her then 
and I know she’ll be great 
in this concert.”

As for the complexity of 
the arrangements, he says 
they’re quite virtuoustic 
with passages full of runs 
and melismas, where vo-
calists sing rapid notes on a 
single syllable.

Vuorinen said it’s im-

portant for the choir to use 
their ability to portray a 
message for social change.

“If you look through 
history, it’s the arts, it’s 
drama, it’s opera, all of the 
fine arts that have been 
able to express this conflict 
in the world and a desire to 
try to make things better,” 
Vuorinen said. “And so I 
think when we can marry 
the ability of us to give 
concerts with being able 
to send a message to our 
community, then I think 

we’ve done our job. The 
simple act of singing in a 
choir requires 100 people 
join in an act of unison. We 
have to do things the same 
way, it’s the best sense of 
teamwork. I think choirs 
are particularly well suited 
to send this message.”

The choir has also paired 
with schools across the 
region to create an art 
installation which will be 
on stage. More than 1,000 
children have traced their 
hands, and decorated them 

St. Jacobs’ Bethany Horst will perform as a soloist with the Grand Philharmonic Choir’s  “Grant Us Peace” concert at Centre In The Square on Feb. 21. [Submitted]

for the project. They’ve 
also been talking to their 
teachers about what peace 
means to them and how it 
can be achieved.

The one-night show 
takes to the stage at 7:30 
p.m. on February 21 at 
Centre In The Square. 
Tickets are $20 to $75, $14 
for college and university 
students, and $5 for high 
school students. For more 
information call 519-578-
1570 or visit www.centrein-
thesquare.com.

Dr. Rebecca 
CannonB.A., N.D.

69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | 519-669-2405

www.elmiranaturopath.com

NOW OFFERING:

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

• Hair Analysis
• Hormone Testing

• Allergy Testing
• Cholesterol Testing

• Glucose Testing

Quality care
available for 
all ages and 
all health
conditions.

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

PHONE:

519-669-0012
Evening appointments

Available

PHONE:
519-669-0879

63 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Stephen
Morris

Optometrist

Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca
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Grain Roasting / Dehulling 
Plant Operator

Wintermar Farms/Cribit Seeds is seeking a 
candidate to operate our grain roasting and 
dehulling facility. Responsibilities include 
plant monitoring, product packaging, plant 
cleanup, shipping receiving and daily record 
keeping on shift activities. Grain/ feed 
processing experience would be an asset but 
we would be willing to train the right 
candidate. Candidates must be able to 
handle the physical requirements of climbing 
stairs and able to lift 25kg packages. 
Candidates should have an understanding of 
equipment operation and  mechanical 
aptitude. Candidates must be able to adapt 
to changing production schedules and work 
with other staff members.

For a more detailed job description feel 
free to contact craig@cribit.com or by 

phone 519-664-3701 ext. 25

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

JOB OPENING: 

WOODWORKING 
CRAFTSMAN

Chervin Custom Woodworks Inc. is a leading 
manufacturer of high quality hotel furniture and 
custom kitchen cabinets located on the edge of 
Waterloo in the town of Hawkesville. They are 
in need of qualified woodworking machinist, 
assemblers and finishers. We are looking for 
individuals that have a keen interest in 
woodworking and craftsmanship skill and a 
strong desire to increase this skill. The successful 
candidate will also need to exhibit excellent 
interpersonal and team-building skills. 

To apply for this position please respond with 
your resume and references to  

humanresources@chervin.ca or call 
519-699-5661

HELP WANTED

Help Wanted
The Assistant Property Manager, under the di-
rection of the Property Manager, is responsible 
for coordinating all aspects of apartment com-
munity operations and to act as main point of 
contact in the absence of the Property Manager. 
The right candidate must be a team player with a 
positive can-do attitude. Send Resume to:

brandybhatt@outlook.com
Post available for F/T and P/T

Tel.: 647-609-1926

ASSISTANT PROPERTY MANAGER  

Inside Sales
JM Lahman is in need of an individual to �ll an 
inside sales position. Our company produces 
Diamond Bar Gates, and distributes them to 
Ontario, Quebec, the Maritimes and the United 
States. The position also includes production and 
shipping scheduling, inventory management, and 
some purchasing. If you are a person that enjoys 
interacting with people, pays attention to detail and 
accuracy, and is a good team player, we would love 
to hear from you. The position is Monday to Friday, 
and offers a competitive wage. An agricultural 
background is an asset, but not mandatory. 

Email your resume to gates@jmlahman.com, 
or fax to 519-698-9808.

519-664-2221

CABINET MAKER/INSTALLER

Required for a local established custom
millwork company. Full-time positions

available. Experience with custom
 millwork and installations required.
We offer a very competitive wage

and benefit package.

Email Resume to
terry@kraemerwoodcraft.com

Kraemer Woodcraft Ltd.
11 Henry Street West, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0

Woodland Horizon Ltd is a custom furniture 
and kitchen cabinet manufacturing 

company located in Drayton. 

Due to continued growth we are looking 
to hire for the following positions

Cabinet Builder
Cabinet Installer

Experience is an asset but we are also 
willing to train the right individual. 

Please send your resume to 
laverne@woodlandhorizon.com or call 

519-638-5961 to set up an interview.

We’re hiring 
in Elmira.

Send your resume to: recruitment@brokerlink.ca

BrokerLink.ca/careers

Services available in Ontario through Canada Brokerlink (Ontario) Inc.  ™BrokerLink & 
Design is a trademark of Canada Brokerlink Inc. used under license. © Copyright 2015 
Canada Brokerlink Inc. All rights reserved. 

Personal Insurance Advisor

Your career with BrokerLink will give you the 
opportunity to work with an entirely new kind 
of insurance broker. As one of Canada’s 
largest property and casualty insurance 
brokers you’ll have plenty of room to develop 
your career and grow professionally.

• High School Diploma and/or Post 
   Secondary Degree
• 2+ years customer service experience 
• RIBO license
• Exposure to Agency Manager is an asset
• Strong analytical and organizational skills
• Excellent verbal and written communication  
   skills 

If you meet the qualifications below, we should 
talk:

••••••••• ••••• C•••••••••
L•••••••• E•••••
E•••••••• ••••••• 
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• ••••••••••• •••••••••• ••• ••••••• •••••••• •••••••••
•• ••••••• ••• ••••••••••• ••••• ••• •••••••••••• 
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Custom design/build company looking 
for a highly skilled cabinet maker able to 

produce exceptional quality work.
Requirements:
• Minimum 5 years experience
• Able to read & understand sketches & 

drawings produced on Cabinet Vision
• Able to take job from drawings to completion
• Works well independently and with a team
• Attention to detail
• Positive attitude
• Excellent communication skills
• Able to install cabinets
• Heavy lifting required
• Finishing experience an asset
• Experience with CNC an asset

Starting at $24 – $26 per hour plus, 
dependent on experience

Please email resume to cb@danielbisch.com
or call 519-656-2062

Definitive Kitchen & Bath Solutions
Daniel Bisch General Contractor

Cabinet Maker

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

OptOmetric assistant/
clerical pOsitiOn avail-
able in Elmira 3 days per 
week with on-the-job 
training provided. Tasks 
will include reception/
booking appointments/per-
forming some preliminary 
tests and collecting fees 
upon leaving. Experience 
in the field not necessar-
ily required but an asset. 
Knowledge using Windows 
based programs required. 
Please submit your resume 
to wilk@golden.net or by 
FAX at 519-669-5472.

HEALTH CArE

BOWen tHerapY YOur 
choice for effective treatment 
of specific health conditions 
or wellness maintenance. 
KEVIN BARTLEY, Professional 
Bowenwork Practitioner, 
Clock Tower Wellness Centre, 
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
519-669-0112. Every Body is 
Better with Bowen!

For SALE

cOmplete Bed - Simmons 
non flip pocket coil mat-
tress, boxspring & frame. 
Twin - extra long, clean $50; 
Samsonite card table with 
4 chairs, made in the USA 
$100. 519-896-3934.

Comm/
INDuSTrIAL 
For rENT

prOFessiOnal OFFice 625 
sq ft @ $11.00 per sq ft. 
available immediately. 
Unit has separate utility 
meters. Located on main 
street Elmira beside library. 
Has 3 phase hydro require 
for x-ray equipment. Call 
Mildred Frey to view direct 
519-741-6970 MLS1511458.

STorAgE

stOrage space availaBle. 
25ft x 20ft. Dry, no power. 
$85/month. Call Dave 519-
664-3331.

MORE CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING  
SEE PAGE 22

LOOKING FOR A 
CHANGE OF PACE?
Your NEW JoB IS 
IN THE oBSErVEr
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Martin-Baker, Elmeda B.
Died at Stratford General Hospital (Hu-
ron Perth Healthcare Alliance) on Fri-
day, January 30, 2015, at  the age of 95. 
Survived by her husband Robert Baker, 
daughters Joyce (Walter) Ireson and 
Kathleen (James) Wert. Stepmother of 
Mardelle (Ivan) Knight, Barry Baker, 
Vaughn (Sandra) Baker, and Graham 
(Sandra) Baker. Grandmother of Mi-
chael (Jennifer) Tedball, Sarah Wert, 
Benjamin Wert, and six step-grand-
children. Great-grandmother of Carter 
Tedball. Sister of Ibra (Cathy) Martin, 
Florence (Angus) Martin, Erla (late Mel-
vin) Buehler, and Wilbert (Reta) Martin. 
Predeceased by her parents Eli B and 
Hannah Martin, husband Samuel R 
Martin, son-in-law Roger Tedball, and 
brother Robert L. (late Alice) Martin. A 
special thank you to her friends at Avon 
Mennonite Church and Greenwood 
Court. The family received relatives 
and friends at Greenwood Court, 90 
Greenwood Dr., Stratford on Thursday, 
February 5, 2015 from 2-4 p.m., and at 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Ar-
thur St. S., Elmira on Friday, February 
6, 2015 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. A funeral 
service will be held at Elmira Menno-
nite Church, 58 Church St. W., Elmira 
on Saturday, February 7, 2015 at 2 p.m., 
followed by interment at Elmira Men-
nonite Cemetery. A reception will be 
held in the church hall after the inter-
ment. In Elmeda’s memory, donations 
to MCC, Elmira Mennonite Church, or 
Avon Mennonite Church would be ap-
preciated as expressions of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

AuCTIoN FAMILy ALbuM

HAPPy bIRTHDAyANNIVERSARy

THE CORPORATION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY

TENDER NO. 2015-01

For the Supply and Delivery of a 2016 - 30,000kg (66,000Lb) G.V.W. 
Diesel Tandem Snow-Plow/Sander complete with plow and wing.

Sealed Tenders, clearly marked as to contents and on the form 
prepared by the Township will be received by the undersigned until 
10:00AM. local time, on

DATE:  February 19, 2015

Forms are available on our website or for pickup at the front counter 
at our Administration Of�cer at the address below.

Tenders will be opened publicly at 10:00am in the Township’s 
Administration Of�ce, Boardroom at the address listed below.

The Township of Wellesley reserves the right not to accept the lowest 
or any tender.

**Pending Council Authorization**

Please direct any enquiries to the owner as listed below:
Kevin Beggs, CRS
General Manager of Community Services
The Corporation of the Township of Wellesley 
4639 Lobsinger Line, RR#1
St. Clements On, NOB 2MO 
Tel.  519-699-3948   Fax.  519-699-4540
Email  kbeggs@wellesley.ca

Auction
Monthly PuBLic Vehicle

Sat Feb 14th 9:30 a.m.

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

to be held at

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

VIEWING: Friday Feb 13th, 2015, 1 pm to 4 pm
TERMS: Minimum $500 Cash Deposit on Each Vehicle, Balance By Cash, 

Debit or Bank Draft, in 48 Hours or as announced.

PRoFESSIoNalS IN THE oRDERly lIquIDaTIoN aND aPPRaISalS oF CoMMERCIal, 
INDuSTRIal, CoNSTRuCTIoN, MuNICIPal EquIPMENT & VEHIClES  

5100 FouNTaIN ST. NoRTH, BRESlau, oNTaRIo, N0B 1M0

PARTIAL LIST ONLY!
No Buyer’s Premium or Penalty!

Police | Municipal | Repo | Fleets & Others

check Website for Daily updates

2011 Ford CROWN VICTORIA 2012 Ford ESCaPE XlT
2011 Ford CROWN VICTORIA 2012 Dodge JOURNEY Wagon
2011 Ford CROWN VICTORIA 2012 Dodge GRAND CARAVAN SXT
2008 Ford CROWN VICTORIA 2011 Hyundai SANTA FE SuV
2008 Ford CROWN VICTORIA 2011 Ford TAURUS SEL 4dr
2008 Dodge CHARGER - Police 2011 Dodge JOURNEY Wagon 
2008 Dodge CHARGER - Police 2010 Toyota VENSA Wagon 
2007 Ford CROWN VICTORIA 2009 Chev MALIBU Hybrid 4dr
2007 Ford FOCUS ZXW Wagon 2009 Chev MALIBU Hybrid 4dr
2007 Dodge CARAVAN Wgn 2009 Chev MALIBU Hybrid 4dr
2007 Chev MALIBU lT 4dr 2009 Chev MALIBU Hybrid 4dr
2007 Dodge CALIBUR SXT Wgn 2009 Chev SILVERADO 1500 Pickup
2007 Ford FOCUS SEL 2dr 2008 Chev UPLANDER Wagon 
2006 Dodge CHARGER - Police 2006 Dodge CARAVAN Wagon 
2005 Chev MALIBU LS 4dr 2006 Ford FREESTAR Wagon 
2005 Ford FOCUS ZXW Wagon 2006 Nissan X-TRAIL SE 4x4 4dr

PuBLIC NoTICE

Duke, Caryl
Passed away peacefully at Leisureworld, 
Elmira, on Monday, January 26, 2015, 
at the age of 95 years. Caryl (Hislop) 
Duke was the beloved wife of the late 
Mervin Duke (1998). Dear mother of 
Jane (Lloyd Fraser) Duke and Margaret 
Duke. Survived by three grandsons and 
her sister Rachel Lundy. Also remem-
bered by her daughter-in-law Florence 
Magon. Predeceased by her son Don 
Duke and daughter Marilyn “Susie”. 
Caryl was born and raised in Innerkip 
and moved to Elmira with her husband 
Mervin when he began his teaching 
career. She was an avid seamstress and 
also spent many hours at the arena sup-
porting her family and community as 
they were active in hockey and figure 
skating. Caryl was very thankful for her 
wonderful South Street neighbours and 
for summers spent watching the hum-
mingbirds and the beautiful sunsets in 
Red Bay. At Caryl’s request, a private 
family service has been held followed 
by interment at Elmira Union Cem-
etery. In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to the Alzheimer Society or 
Gale Presbyterian Church, Elmira. Ar-
rangements entrusted to the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 50th Anniversary!
Lorne & Elaine Bowman

Family and Friends invited to an 
OPEN HOUSE

Floradale Mennonite Church 
February  15, 2015 from 3-6 p.m.

Married February 20, 1965

Best Wishes Only!

Marcella Furlong

to an amazing 
Mother, 

Grandmother and 
Great Grandmother.

Happy 95th Birthday

With love and best wishes 
from your family

Neil McDougall

Please join us to celebrate Neil’s birthday
Sunday February 15, 2015

Woolwich Memorial Center
24 Snyder Ave. S., Elmira from 2 to 4pm

80th Birthday Celebration

Best wishes only please

Congratulations  
to Paulette

For setting goals, realizing them and 
marching forward like our hero.

Our family is proud!

of St. Clements

Granny and Boo Boo

HAPPy bIRTHDAy CONGRATuLATIONS

ObITuARy ObITuARy

STAG & DOE

Stage & Doe for
Brad Frey &

Shannon Koebel

8pm - 1am
Elmira Lions’ Hall, 

40 South St. West, Elmira
Tickets $10

Door Prizes, Raffle Draws, Games, Food & More

February 21, 2015

Contact Stephanie Koebel 519-573-3602 or
Jake Frey 519-503-5253 for tickets.

ObSERVER PuZZLE SOLuTIONS
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FrencH, deBra lee |  Passed away peacefully surrounded 
by her family at St. Mary’s General Hospital, Kitchener on 
Monday, February 2, 2015.   Local relative is  her brother 
Wayne Henrich of Elmira.

garner, HarrY (Jack) ernest lOng  | February 25, 1920 - 
January 31, 2015 Born in Waterloo to Harry and Kathleen, 
Jack moved to St. Jacobs in 1921.

DEATH NOTICES

FAmILY ALBum 
DEADLINE IS:

WEDNESDAyS by 5PM
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WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

WE FIX
SLIPPERY

WHEN WET

BATHTUBS, CERAMIC AND 
PORCELAIN TILE BRICK, 
TERRAZZO AND OTHER 
SURFACES GUARANTEED, 
INVISIBLE, AND COST EFFECTIVE

For more info email noslipperyfloors@gmail.com
or call 519-588-7413 | theredwolfcompany.com

Propellant 49
The best ice and snow 
melter on the Planet. 

Safe for trees and 
plants, will not rust, 

corrode or stain. 
No residue. Continues 
past -50°C and keeps 
melting 36 hours after 

being applied.

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AuTomoTIVE SErVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

gENErAL SErVICES

gENErAL SErVICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

ObSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORy

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396
www.biobobs.com

$275.00/pump
OUT
+H.S.T.

(1800 Gallon Residential)
Not valid with any other
special offers or coupons.

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

HomE ImProVEmENTS SErVICES

HomE ImProVEmENTS SErVICES

gENErAL SErVICES

gENErAL SErVICES
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AT Your SErVICE.
Advertise your business services in our directory.  

Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 
call donna at 519.669.5790 ext 104.

We specialize in getting the word out! 
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.

Call someone you 
can trust.

Call Cindy.

PrINTINg | mAILINg | SIgNAgE SErVICES

ObSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORy

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call Jeff Basler, Owner/Operator, today 519.669.9081 
mobile: 519.505.0985 | fax: 519.669.9819 | ever-green@sympatico.ca

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• Lawn Mowing Packages
• Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping

• Top Dressing/Overseeding
• Mulch Delivery & Installation

• Commercial & Residential Full Flower 
Bed Maintenance

• Snow Plowing & Ice Control
• Tractor Snowblowing

ouTDoor SErVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

For digging through frozen ground! 
• Trenching
• Excavating
• Back fill compaction plate
• Laneway sanding available

INTRODUCING OUR PIC BUCKET
Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  

Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 
Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HomE ImProVEmENT SErVICES

HomE ImProVEmENT SErVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

Contact us for your 
Mail House 

 

CANADA POST EXPERT!
is an authorized

 

• Mail preparation • Sorting

• List Cleansing • Inserting

• Stamping • Tracking

Because we’re excited with our role as a CANADA POST EXPERT,  
 we are offering you an AMAZING DEAL! 

4”x6” full colour 2 sided postcard
Unaddressed Admail
Minimum order of 1,000 pieces
**Plus  1¢ extra for transportation to designated RVU

*All you need to do is pay M&T’s 
Unaddressed Admail rate of 16¢ per piece. PRINTING IS FREE!16each

¢**
907 Frederick St.    KITCHENER    T 519-571-0101

265 Weber St. N.    WATERLOO    T 519-886-6800

21 Malcolm Rd.       GUELPH          T 519-836-4441

125 Sheldon Dr.      CAMBRIDGE   T 519-621-6611

 
M&T Printing Group will:

4”x6” 
POSTCARDS 

PRINTED

www.mtprint.com

Offices also in London and Brantford

YOUR
POSTCARDPRINTER

• Product Fulfillment

FREE
*

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira
Serving the community for 25 years

Custom Window
Coverings

Latest Styles
of

Window Blinds
and

Custom Drapery

At competitive pricing

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

226-868-8131
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Domestic &
   Exotic Woods



CLASSIFIED | 25THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2015

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

A DONATION will be made with every 
home bought or sold by Alli, Paul or Sue.

FEATURED LISTINGS

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

HOME EVALUATION.

FREECall today 
and book a

Thinking About Selling?

Drayton - Located on 6 acres this extraordinary home is 
nestled in picturesque scenery. Featuring: Private lane, 
1500 sqft, (30ft x 50ft) workshop with 60amp service, 
and 1600sqft home. Finished top to bottom with an open 
layout this rare find is extremely well kept. MLS 1442024.

PRIVATE HAVEN!
$649,000$649,000

Elmira - This extremely well cared for property shows triple 
AAA. Sunken living room, carpet free main floor, and you will love 
the island in the kitchen with built in sink and dishwasher. Newer 
wrap around deck and roof replaced in 2013. MLS 1447476.

$329,900$329,900
PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED!

Elmira - With a 2000 sq foot office space, a 1 bedroom 
unit, and 2 bedroom unit, this downtown property could 
be your ideal investment! MLS 1442236.

STORE FRONT IN ELMIRA
$549,000$549,000

Enjoy the space of this large lot including gardens, chicken 
coop, 12 x 8 shed and 1200 sq. foot insulated heated shop 
with 600 volt 3 phase. Shop is equipped with a dust collector 
and crane. Get cozy next to the 2 wood pellet fireplaces in this 
4 bedroom home with a large eat in kitchen. MLS 1441860.

HOBBYISTS DREAM
$519,000$519,000

St. Jacobs - This 2 bedroom home is right in the heart of 
town, close to down town shopping. Large kitchen featuring 
pine ceiling, oak cupboards & walk out to patio, perfect for 
entertaining. Beautiful main bath is equipped w/skylight & 
water jet tub. Call today to book a viewing. MLS 1437697.

$289,000$289,000
IN THE HEART OF TOWN Elmira - This 3 bedroom bungalow is situated on a quiet street 

close to the park and public school. Cozy up to the wood burning 
fireplace in the rec room or BBQ with friends on the patio in the 
large back yard. This home includes an updated kitchen, central 
air, central vac, fridge, stove, dishwasher, microwave, washer 
and dryer. Ready for you to move in and relax. MLS 1444078.

$309,900$309,900
BUNGALOW, GREAT YARD

SOLD

Elmira - This well maintained 2 + 1 bedroom bungalow has main floor laundry, a walk in 
closet and ensuite in the master bedroom. Walk out from the dinette to a fully fenced yard 
with an in-ground pool which has a new liner in 2011, as well as a new pump, filter and 
blanket in 2014. Appliances included. Call for a viewing today! MLS 1512120.

$459,000$459,000

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

QUIET CRESCENT

Elmira - This very well 
maintained triplex has been 
freshly painted and is ready for 
new renters. All 3 units are 
equipped with separate hydro and 
water meters and come with 
fridge, stove, washer and dryer. 
Unit #1: 2 bedrooms with 
baseboard electrical heat. Unit #2: 
1 bedroom with separate gas 
meter. Unit #3: 3 bedrooms with a 
26 x 16 garage, separate gas meter 
and dishwasher. This is a must see 
for investors and home owners 
alike. MLS 1441079 & 1441072.$474,500$474,500

READY TO RENTNEW PRICENEW PRICE

FROM PAPER

TO PRINT
QUALITY COLOUR 
PHOTO REPRINTS 4x6 5x7 8x10

$9 
(2nd Print only $4.50)

$11
(2nd Print only $5.50)

$15 
(2nd Print only $7.50)

That photograph in The Observer can be yours. 
Visit our website and order any photo in paper or online.

Order your print today! 519-669-5790 | www.observerxtra.com/forms/order-a-photo-reprint 
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 17 Church St. W., Elmira • 519.669.1544 (Business)

519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

Drayton Ridge | $364,900 
The Brighton lll model, by Verdone Homes is one of many exciting models to be 
built. This two storey home boasts 1730 sq ft of open concept with main floor 
great room and 3 generous bedrooms upstairs with custom features. Various 
prices and options available. MLS Call Dale, to have the best selection.

New Price | Milverton | $245,000
Great location for this spacious and bright bungalow with walkout on lower level, 
upper deck, attached garage. MLS Call Dale.

Worth a Look | Drayton | $489,000
For her - large 1/2 acre in town property with renovated 4 bdrm, 3 bth home, 
large front porch and rear deck, attached dble garage. For him - a detached 
dream workshop 2400 sq ft, chain hoist, hydraulic lift, air compressor and lines, 
insulated and heated, room for ALL your toys. MLS Call Dale.

Drayton | $359,000
A lot of house for the money. Large 4+1 bedroom, with walk-out finished 
basement, huge master and ensuite, separate detached  insulated and wired 
workshop, above ground pool, large fenced yard and more.  MLS Call Dale.

Compare | $419,000
Custom built bungalow on a large lot. Covered deck, 3 gas fireplaces, vaulted 
and coffered ceilings, wired for sound, hard wood and ceramic flooring, granite 
counters,  arches, pillars, and much more. MLS Call Dale.

COUNTRY | $432,000
Almost 3 acres with a bush and fully fenced pond. On a paved road central to 
Harriston, Mount Forest, Kenilworth, Drayton. Custom built bungalow with 
impressive front entrance, high ceilings, fireplace, loads of windows, 2 walk outs 
to huge back deck, walk up from basement and more. A great place to raise a 
family. MLS Call Dale.

Take A Look Drayton | $319,000
Spacious open concept raised bungalow with cathedral ceiling, bright newer 
windows, a bright wide open rec. room, and many recent updates. Steps to 
school, medical centre, library, groceries, fitness gym. Fully fenced yard and 
walkout to deck. MLS. Call Dale. 

Opportunity Elmira | $350,000 
Commercial building, great exposure from 2 main streets, Arthur and Church, 
retail on main floor and large 2 bdrm upstairs. Upgraded and renovated 2011. 
Both up and down currently rented. MLS Call Dale.

90 Earl Martin Dr.,
Unit 4, Elmira   N3B 3L4

Bus: 519-669-3192
Fax: 519-669-3322

Elmira Real Estate Services
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED, BROKERAGE

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER OF RECORD

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

IMPRESSIVE 1985 SQ.FT 
TWO STOREY
$354,900 ELMIRA Located 
across from a park! Well 
maintained, inviting foyer into 
the 2 storey living room, gas 
fireplace hardwood floors, 
main floor family rm & separate 
dining room, spacious kitchen & 
dinette, master ensuite, walkout 
to fenced yd, deck, shed. MLS.

SOLID BRICK BUNGALOW
$304,900 DRAYTON Spacious 
3 bdrm, 2 bathroom bungalow, 
all season sunroom addition 
with gas fireplace, eat in 
kitchen, large living room plus 
main floor fam/dining area, 
master ensuite, double garage, 
c/air, roof/13 detached shop 
with hydro. MLS.

UPSCALE BUNGALOW TOWNHOMES
Priced From $322,900 − This 2nd phase 
is well underway, 3 bungalows and 2 
bungalow lofts available, beautifully 
appointed, double car garage, 
hardwood/ceramic, gas FP, main floor 
master & laundry.  EXCLUSIVE

4 BEDROOM HOME
$379,900 DRAYTON Great 
family home on a 62' lot! 
Inviting foyer, ceramic floors, 
oak kitchen with granite 
counter top, walkout to deck 
and fenced yd w/shed, dbl 
garage, c/air, main flr laundry, 
ensuite. NEW MLS

STUNNING 
FIELDSTONE HOME 
$899,000 DRAYTON One of a 
kind for sure, situated on 2 acres 
with Spring fed pond, 20x16 barn 
surrounded by countryside. 
Gorgeous wraparound porch, 
oversized double car garage with 
walkdown. 3800 SQ.FT two 
storey, 5 bdrms, 4 baths, unique 
extras & upgrades throughout, 
fieldstone fireplace. MLS

BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW
$604,900 LINWOOD 5 years 
old, 1 ACRE LOT with picturesque 
view. Convenient inlaw suite with 
separate entrance on the lower 
level, main floor offers 9' ceilings, 

custom design, spacious 
Cherry kitchen, great 
room, separate dining 
room, master ensuite, 
triple car garage! MLS.

BONUS $10,000 in FREE UPGRADES! until  February 28th, 2015

OPEN HOUSE  |  168 Ridgeview Dr., Drayton
February 7th & February 8th, 1-3pmDRAYTON RIDGE

NEW LISTING!

519-579-4110
sold@clickthathouse.com

TEAM

Warren McNeil - Sales Rep. | Melanie McNeil - Sales Rep. 

$444,500

TWIN CITY REALTY INC.
BROKERAGE

OFFICE

Better than new! Immaculate, 3 b/r, 3 bath, Elmira Home. 
Open concept layout, great room w/gas firplace, gleaming 
hardwood floors & vaulted ceiling. Spacious kitchen w/ceram-
ic tile, black appliances (included), abundance of cabinets, 
blanco sink and dinette with walkout to incredible, new deck 
and fenced yard. Upstairs features new flooring, 3 good sized 
bedrooms, huge master suite w/ walk-in closet and updated 
ensuite with glass shower and corner tub. Shows A+++!

Brokerage

R.W. ThuR  
Real esTaTe lTd.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com
519-669-2772JulIe

heCKeNdORN
Broker

res: 519.669.8629

TRaCeY
WIllIaMs

Sales rep.
Cell: 519.505.0627

BRad MaRTIN
Broker of record,
MVa residential

res: 519.669.1068

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

SPOTLESS 4 level backsplit offers an eat-in kitchen open to spacious lower level family 
room w/large windows, gas fireplace & bar. Formal LR/DR. 3 bdrms. 2 baths. Mature trees in 
deep back yard. Well maintained. Concrete driveway. MLS REDUCED.

$399,000
UPDATED home on a large lot, close to schools and downtown. Large master bdrm. w/walkin 
closet. Newer kitchen, flooring, central air, TWO bathrooms and most windows. Main floor 
laundry. DBLE. detached garage (HEATED) and lots of parking! Move-in ready! MLS.

$289,900

226-818-5311 | verdonehomes.com

Visit our Model Home at:

42 Bedell Drive, Drayton
Mon & Tues. 1-7pm | Sat. & Sun. 1-4:30pm | or by appointment

Single Family

CUSTOM QUALITY

Starting
from $350,900

Building in Drayton where homes are a�ordable

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

3 Arthur St. S. Elmira
www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Remax Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Bert Martin
BROKER

DIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426 

ELMIRA CENTURY HOME! Many beautiful 
features in this 1888 home including 10' 
ceilings main floor and 11' ceilings on the 
second floor, original front door, pine flooring, 
nice foyer and staircase, two bathrooms, hot 
water heating. and stainless steel appliances. 
Unique detached double carport and beautiful 
exterior trim. MLS $469,900. Call Bert to view.
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LIVING HERE
ColleCtibles / no half measures

Today I helped my sister 
make yeast doughnuts for 
her family. She uses Mom’s 
recipe and adds a small 
amount of whole wheat 
flour to the dough. Years 
ago, Mom would make a 
big batch and leave most 
of them plain ... which 
we dunked in copious 
amounts of maple syrup, 
or she’d put a thin vanilla 
glaze on them. Either way 
they were so good.

So today, as we were 
shaping the doughnuts, I 
told my sister I was going 
to write about doughnuts 
for this week’s recipe col-
umn. She said “You can’t 
write about doughnuts if 
you’ve never made them 
from start to finish!” So 
here is my confession: I 
have shaped doughnuts, 
fried them and glazed 
them, but have not made 
the dough!

But fortunately, since I 
am thinking about dough-
nuts I thought of these 
Baked Pumpkin Dough-
nuts, which I have made 
from start to finish. They 
are a cake doughnut and 
definitely healthy because 
they are baked, not deep 

Starting 
from 
scratch 
while in the 
mood for 
doughnuts

Chef’s table | 31safari | 31

Pat Robbins has surrounded herself with an ever-growing collection of all things elephant

SCOTT BARBER

Pat Robbins loves el-
ephants. That much is 
apparent the moment you 
walk into her Elmira home.

Over the past two 
decades, Robbins has 
amassed a collection of el-
ephant items from the size 
of a dime – an ivory figure 
set on a tiny seed – to the 
size of a real baby elephant, 
in every material and co-
lour, from every corner of 
the globe.

With upwards of 5,000 
pieces in her collection – 
an estimate, “who has the 

time to count them all?” 
she laughed – beautiful 
elephant themed items are 
more than just a décor mo-
tif. It’s her passion.

Why elephants, you 
might wonder?

“Elephants are fam-
ily oriented,” Robbins ex-
plained. “That’s why I am 
drawn to them. They are 
all about family, and that’s 
what is most important to 
me as well.”

She continued, “The 
females take care of the 
little ones. When a little 
one wants a drink, all of 
the females circle around 

him and protect him while 
he drinks and bathes. And 
lord help the alligator that 
wants to get between the 
females and their babies.” 

And they’re highly intelli-
gent animals – an elephant 
never forgets – that share 
numerous behavioral char-
acteristics with humans.

“They also mourn like we 
do,” Robbins said. “If some-
one is sad, they touch each 
other with their trunks for 
comfort. … If they’re on 
a trek and they find the 
bones of an elephant, they 
stop and pick up the bones 
and they mourn; they cry 

like we do, they have tears 
like we do.” 

Her collection began on 
a shopping trip with her 
friend Charlotte. The pair 
happened upon a shop at 
King and Victoria Streets 
in Kitchener that had a pair 
of porcelain elephants – a 
mother with calf –  that re-
ally struck a chord.

They each picked one up, 
and the love affair really 
began for Robbins.

The connection culmi-
nated several years back 
with a ride on the back of 
an elephant at African Lion 
Safari near Hamilton. 

“It was fantastic, but 
man, are they hairy!” 
she said with a laugh. “I 
had shorts on; that was a 
bad idea. Their hair is so 
coarse.”

Now, she enjoys perus-
ing antique stores and gift 
shops, always with an eye 
for a new piece.

It’s not always easy to 
come across these unique 
items, but she’s got a lot 
of help from family and 
friends who are sure to pick 
up a special gift whenever 
they travel to bring back to 

Chef’s table/    
Donna GinGriCh

Pat Robbins began collecting elephants two decades ago, drawn to the mammals’ remarkable social behaviours.  [Scott BarBer / the oBServer]

On safari ... at home in Elmira

RECIPE
NOTES

20 Oriole Parkway E., 
Elmira, ON

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084
info@leroysautocare.net

www.leroysautocare.net

Leroy’s Auto Care will be hosting the  

3rd Annual Ladies Car Care Clinic
Saturday April 18th from 10am - 12:30pm. This is 
a FREE event for any lady (any age) who wants to learn 
more about her vehicle! Spaces are limited, so please 
contact melanie@leroysautocare.net or shavonne@
leroysautocare.net or call the shop at 519-669-1082 

to register today! – Shavonne 

Mark your calendars!
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR e-mail: ads@woolwichobserver.com

submit an event The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES Of fAITh | A DIRECTORY Of LOCAL hOUSES Of wORShIP whEELChAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SChOOL

hEARINg
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

februarY 10

Bingo - EvEry TuEsday, upstairs at the St. Clements 
Community Centre, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the 
Paradise & District Lions Club. All Welcome. For more 
information contact Joe Brick at 519-699-4022.

februarY 11

sEniors CommuniTy dining aT noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.).  Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville 
Rd., St. Jacobs. Cost $11. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noonday meal, 
fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for 
more information. 

februarY 12 

nEw Horizons wElComEs all zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Enjoy coffee or tea and a  delicious snack. 
Speaker: Steve Martin from Martin’s Family Fruit Farm 
- Apples to Apples. Be inspired and socialize. $2 per 
person; 10–11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre. For more information call Joan Haid at 519-
648-2742 or email at jehaid@explorenet.ca. 

THE lions CluB of Elmira Bingo – 7 p.m. at Elmira 
Lions Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All proceeds go to 
support the many projects of the Lions Club of Elmira. 
For more information call 519-572-2669.

woodsidE EvErgrEEn fEllowsHip, 200 
Barnswallow Dr., Elmira at 10:30 a.m. Speaker: 
Doraine Ross “Faith’s Orphans in Zambia.” 
Music: Serrin & Marissa Gingrich, Skit: The Amish 
Ambassador. Suggested donation $7/person, 
includes hot lunch. For more information contact 

Reta Malloy 519-669-8752.

sEniors lunCH CluB ComBinEd with Senior’s 
Information and Active Living Fair, 9 a.m. - 1:30 
p.m. Breslau Community Centre, 1000 Andover 
Dr., Breslau. No cost for event, lunch included. Call 
519-648-9524 or toll free 1-855-664-1900 for more 
information.

februarY 13

CommuniTy Can dinE, wHErE the entire community 
comes together to meet and eat. Menu: ham and 
scalloped potatoes. At Trinity United Church, Elmira 
from 6-7:30 p.m. Everyone welcome, pay what you 
can. Contact Kelly at WCS 519-669-5139 for more info.

februarY 14

maryHill KnigHTs of ColumBus & CWL Valentine 
Supper at the Maryhill Community Centre. Doors 
open at 4:30 p.m. Two sittings: 5 & 7 pm. Rolled 
ribs, mashed potatoes and all the fixings followed 
by coffee, tea & dessert. Tickets $15 per adult, $8 for 
children 6-11, 5 and younger free. If you call for tickets 
note the time you would like to attend - advance 
tickets only.  Contact Mike Runstedler 519-648-3394; 
Doug Zinger 519-648-2939; Mary Campagnaro 519-
822-9287.

februarY 17

Bingo - EvEry TuEsday, upstairs at the St. Clements 
Community Centre, 7 p.m. Sponsored by the 
Paradise & District Lions Club. All Welcome. For more 
information contact Joe Brick at 519-699-4022.

panCaKE and sausagE suppEr, sponsored by West 
Montrose United Church Women, West Montrose 
United Church, 42 Covered Bridge Dr., West Montrose. 
5-7 p.m. Free-will offering. All welcome.

februarY 18

sEniors lunCH CluB, wEllEslEy Community Centre, 
1000 Maple Leaf St., Wellesley. Cost $6. Join us for a 
noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call Community 
Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 or toll free 1-855-664-
1900 for more information. 

februarY 19

THE lions CluB of Elmira Bingo – 7 p.m. at Elmira 
Lions Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All proceeds go to 
support the many projects of the Lions Club of Elmira. 
For more information call 519-572-2669.

februarY 20

HEy Kids in gradEs 5-8, looking for a place to hang 
out? Get your friends together and come join the 
dance party; 7 p.m., Breslau Community Centre, 100 
Andover Dr., Breslau. Parents, looking for a few hours 
of free time while your kids enjoy three hours of fun 
in a supervised, safe place? Our kids’ dance is the 
event you are looking for! We believe kids deserve a 
fun, safe, secure, co-ed, social environment and it is 
our desire to provide such an opportunity. 

ariss and disTriCT lions Club monthly Fish Fry, 4-8 
p.m., Maryhill Heritage Park Community Centre, 58 
St. Charles St. E., Maryhill. Haddock, $15pp. Takeout 
available, call 519-648-9865 after 3 p.m. day of. 
Proceeds to Lions’ projects.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch
Proclaiming Christ through 

Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Sunday School 9:45am
Worship Service 11:00am

Hopping Thursdays
7-8:30pm

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM @ Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.
 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, February 8, 2015
9:15 & 11:00 AM

Speaker: Dr. Neil Cudney

Friendship Club 
Sunday

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Sun., Feb. 8th

11:00 am

Ron SeabrookeDiscovering God Together

Hope for the 
Hopeless

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Healing Touch:
Mark 1: 29-39

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

makingfaithlive.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:45am 

519.669.5030 

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.



LIVING HERE | 29THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, febRUARY 7, 2015

2012 DODGE RAM 1500 SPORT CREW 4X4 
Sport appearance package with premium leather buckets 
and centre console. Heated and ventilated front seats, 
heated steering wheel, remote start, chrome 20 inch 
wheels, dual rear exhaust, spray-in boxliner and much more. 
Finished in black, only 62,900 kilometers. $31,995. 

216
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$99
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2010 DODGE CALIBER SXT HATCHBACK
Economical 4 cylinder engine with automatic 
transmission, air conditioning, power windows/lock, 
heated mirors, heated front seats and more. Finished in 
deep cherry red. 82,000km. $10,995.

250
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2012 RAM 1500 LARAMIE LONGHORN 
CREW 4X4 

Only 32,500 kilometers, one owner trade in, premium leather 
interior, navigation system, rear back up camera, auto start 
and much more. Finished in red and silver two-tone. $36,995. 

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

SALE PRICed

 2012 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CREW 
3.6 litre V6, 6 speed automatic transmission, full Stow-n-Go, 
front and rear climate control, power driver seat, power 
windows front and rear, fog lights, alloy wheels and more. 
Finished in dark grey, only 39,500 kilometers. $21,995.

149
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2011 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING
3.6 litre V6 engine, 6 speed automatic transmission, 
loaded with options including power sunroof, 
navigation, power sliding doors and lift gate, 2nd and 
3rd row overhead DVD video units and more. Finished 
in black. Only 65,990 km. $21,995.

169
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2009 DODGE JOURNEY SXT AWD 
All-wheel-drive, V6 engine with 6 speed automatic 
transmission, power driver seat, fog lights and much 
more. Finished in deep cherry red. 96,800km. 
$13,995.

126
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$117
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2010 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SE
3.3 litre V6 engine, air conditioning, power 
windows/locks/mirrors, cruise control, 3rd row 
stow-n-go seating, one owner trade-in with only 
80,700 km. Finished in dark grey. $12,995.

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2009 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT 
Has full Stow-n-go with 2nd row bucket seats, power driver's 
seat, rear power window group, rear air conditioning and 
much more. Finished cashmere. 110,200 km. $11,995.

108
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

test drive
one today!

2015 Ram EcoDiesel
“Most Fuel Efficient Pickup Ever”

up to 7.1 litre/100 km./ 40 mpg.

Event another showcase for local food
Last year’s Source it Here event was moderately well attended, but with the addition of Foodlink, Anna Contini hopes they’ll attract even more businesses and local food-minded individuals.  [SuBmitted]

whITNEY NEILSON

Buying local will be 
the hot topic on February 
9 as Foodlink Waterloo Re-
gion and Taste Real Guelph 
Wellington have banded to-
gether to present “Source it 
Here,” a day of networking, 
guest speakers, and panel 
discussions at Guelph’s 
Ignatius Jesuit Centre.

Anna Contini, Foodlink 
manager, said the idea is 
to expand both group’s 
reach to tap into experts in 
all fields of producing and 

selling local food.
“It really encompasses 

all of the links in the food 
chain from production 
including farmers, proces-
sors, distributors, retailers 
as well as chefs and con-
sumers,” Contini said. “It’s 
a bit more of a business to 
business kind of event but 
the emphasis this year is 
on processing, so looking 
at opportunities within the 
value chain.”

All businesses, organiza-
tions and individuals with 
an interest in making con-

nections within the local 
food network are invited to 
attend. Keynote speaker, 
Bryan Gilvesy of YU Ranch 
will talk on the importance 
of processing. Chef Ryan 
O’Donnell from the Prune 
Restaurant and Stratford 
Chefs School will discuss 
how to procure local foods 
from farms and chef Gor-
don Cooledge from the 
University of Guelph will 
speak about preserving 
and increasing the value of 
local food through process-
ing.

“Another portion of the 
day will be this local food 
talk show and that’s kind 
of a local feature,” Contini 
said. “It will basically be 
conversations with suc-
cessful local food entrepre-
neurs.”

Some of the entrepre-
neurs include Steve Martin 
from Martin’s Family Fruit 
Farm, Nick Benninger, 
a Waterloo chef at Taco 
Farm, and Gail Gordon Oli-
ver with Edible Toronto.

Contini says these types 
of events are important for 

the connections and net-
working opportunities.

“If the farmers have 
a product it’s really im-
portant that distributors, 
retailers and chefs know 
about it and vice versa,” 
Contini said. “If retailers 
are looking for a certain 
kind of product, there are 
quite a number of chefs 
who are very attuned to 
the food scene. They’re dy-
ing to be able to showcase 
these great local products.”

Another big component 
of the day is the trade show, 

where businesses can have 
a table to show off their 
products and learn about 
others. 

For the average con-
sumer interested in buying 
more local food it might 
not be as easy as running 
to your local grocery store. 
She says knowing what’s 
out there is part of the chal-
lenge, something Foodlink 
addresses with their online 
map of local farms and 
farm stores.

sourCinG | 31
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aCross

1. Sight-related

5. Remaining

11. Devoured

14. Farm call

15. Astir

17. 20-20, e.g.

18. Continental money

19. Information technology

20. BBC

22. Marina sight

24. Advantages

25. “The Sweetheart of 
Sigma ___”

27. Tater

29. Expected

30. Halftime lead, e.g.

31. Change

33. Increase, with “up”

35. Absorbed

37. As if; as though

38. Operating room

39. Heptad

41. Director’s cry

42. Clock sound

44. Beach bird

45. Atomic number 33

46. Used as a greeting

47. Bucket of bolts

50. Halo, e.g.

51. A reason or cause

52. “Nonsense!”

53. “My man!”

54. “My boy”

55. In the capacity of

57. Put up, as a picture

58. Daily delivery

59. Get ready, for short

61. Run of luck

62. Inner circle

63. Expressing a point in 
time

64. H+, e.g.

66. Bad marks

67. “Field of Dreams” 
setting

70. Catch, as flies

71. ___ bean

down

1. 15th letter of the Greek 
alphabet

2. Uproar

3. Toronto’s nickname

4. Hints

6. To exist

7. Brown, e.g.

8. Gone

9. Bring upon oneself

10. “___ lost!”

11. Bone-dry

12. Island nation east of Fiji

13. Big Bertha’s birthplace

16. Digestive enzyme

21. Except

23. Warming

26. Commander Keen’s 
creators

28. Coffee order

30. Carve in stone

32. “Your turn”

34. Bodily fluid

36. Sherlock

40. Mideast hot spot

43. Doner ____

44. Ditty

46. Beefcake

48. Mozart’s “Il mio 
tesoro,” e.g.

49. Survey

50. Semilunar, left heart 
valve

51. Bit in a horse’s mouth

52. Ovine utterance

54. Masseur’s workplace, 
maybe

56. The objective case 
of we

57. Objective male pronoun

58. Slang for mother

60. French door part

65. Single direction

66. Awry

68. “Look here!”

69. ___ Khan

Far less polished to start, the practice of colouring our nails is an old one

Q. Can you put your fin-
ger on when and why the 
practice of painting one’s 
nails got started?
a. In Babylon some 5,000 
years ago, warriors stained 
their nails with green and 
black kohl as war paint to 
frighten their enemies, says 
Elizabeth Segran in “Mental 
Floss” magazine.  
   At about the same time in 
China, aristocrats soaked 
their nails in a mix of 
beeswax, egg whites and 
gelatin with orchids and 
roses added in. Around 600 
BCE, Chinese noblemen 
and women grew extremely 
long fingernails protected 

by “nail guards bejeweled in 
precious metals and gems,” 
signifying they didn’t have 
to do hard labour. And in 
50 BCE, Egypt’s Cleopatra 
dyed her nails blood red 
with plant extracts, becom-
ing “among the first to apply 
color to just the nails, rather 
than the entire hand.”

Much, much later in the 
1870s in Paris, nail salons 
opened to cater to fashion-
able men and women whose 
nails were powdered and 
buffed to a shine – why it’s 
called nail “polish.”  
   Then in 1917 in the U.S., Cu-
tex produced the first liquid 
nail polish made with nitro-
cellulose, used also to make 
car paint. Fifteen years later, 
Revlon began substituting 
pigments for dyes in polish, 
making it possible to devel-
op new shades of colour.

For an offbeat note: In 
2003 “OPI created Pawlish, a 
line of nail lacquer for dogs, 
to cater to groomers giving 
furry friends ‘pet-i-cures.’ 
(Unfortunately, it flopped.)”
Q. So what if large 
numbers of raindrops 
are “breaking the speed 
limit”?
a. In breaking the speed 
limit, drops fall faster than 
presumed terminal velocity 
– up to 1.3 times as fast, says 
atmospheric physicist Mi-
chael Larsen of the College 
of Charleston, as reported by 
Thomas Sumner in “Science 
News” magazine. As skydiv-
ers well know, “terminal ve-
locity” is the speed at which 
air resistance cancels out 
gravitational pull. As for fall-
ing raindrops, the air pushes 
back harder and harder until 
the forces balance out and 

the drops thereafter fall no 
faster.  
   “Larger raindrops with di-
ameters more than about 0.5 
millimeters reach terminal 
speeds of several metres per 
second. Smaller drops are 
limited to velocities under a 
metre per second.”

Only recently did sci-
entists detect many tiny 
drops falling seemingly too 
fast and thus throwing off 
meteorologists’ estimates 
of drop sizes and total rain-
water volume of storms. In 
studying this issue, Larsen 
and colleagues assembled 
22 instruments that every 
second snapped more than 
55,000 images of falling 
raindrops and monitored 
six major rainstorms for a 
total of more than 23 million 
drops. The results showed 
some 30% of the smaller 

ones falling faster than pre-
dicted.  
   Why? Perhaps because 
larger raindrops shatter as 
they fall or break up from 
midair collisions, with the 
newly formed smaller drop-
lets continuing to move – at 
least initially – at the larger 
drops’ higher speeds.
Q. What in the world are 
“snow rollers,” aka “snow 
logs,” “snow doughnuts,” 
“snow pipes,” or “snow 
onions”? One of the 
column’s co-authors has 
seen these from his office 
window.
a. Unlike large snowballs 
for building snowmen, roll-
ers begin as chunks of snow 
blown along by the wind and 
picking up loose wet snow 
as they slide on icy ground. 
The balls get bigger and 
bigger, up to a couple of feet 

in diameter. An alternative 
“engine” of movement may 
be simple gravity, which is 
why snow rollers often form 
in hilly areas.

“Unlike snowballs made 
by people, snow rollers are 
typically cylindrical in shape 
and are often hollow since 
the inner layers, which are 
the first layers to form, are 
weak and thin compared to 
the outer layers and can eas-
ily be blown away, leaving 
what looks like a doughnut,” 
reports Wikipedia.com. The 
precise nature of these var-
ied conditions makes snow 
rollers a rare meteorological 
phenomenon.

about the authors 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

How To play: 
Fill in the grid so that 
every row, every column 
and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 
through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got 
you started with a few 
numbers already placed 
in the boxes.

SUDOkU ChALLENgEOBSERVER TRAVELS

OBSERVER CROSSwORD PUZZLER

stranGe but true / bill & riCh sones Ph.D.

wEIRD
NOTES

Grenada & St. Lucia

Carey Gallagher of St. John’s-Kilmarnock 
School recently took some of her 
students on a trip to Grenada & St. 
Lucia with the OneWorld Schoolhouse 
Foundation to promote literacy. Declan 
Walraven, Carey Gallagher and Nicole 
Schwartz pose with their Observer in 
front of a mango tree overlooking the 
Caribbean Sea in St. Lucia.

loCation

CaPtion

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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SAfARI: She certainly pachyderms them into the space available

from | 27

Elmira for her.
“Those are the most spe-

cial elephants in my collec-
tion,” Robbins said. “I have 
a lot of elephants from 
friends that have since 
passed away, and those are 
very close to my heart. And 
whenever anyone brings 
me an elephant from their 
trip, I am so thankful that 
they have thought of me.”

She’s easy to buy for, 
Robbins laughed, “Whether 
it’s Christmas or my birth-
day, I love when my family 

brings me elephants.”
As for Robbins, she’s 

more of a homebody. With 
rescue cat Emmerson to 
look after and five grand-
kids nearby,  she’s more 
than happy to stay close to 
home where she can follow 
the Toronto Maple Leafs 
and watch football. 

Oh, and she likes to stay 
near the thousands of el-
ephant: pictures, lamps, 
blankets, ornaments, chess 
sets, stuffed animals, tables 
and jewelry – the list goes 
on and on – that make her 
home truly one of a kind.

nilla, pumpkin and milk 
with a wire whisk.

Add dry ingredients and 
fold in gently with a spat-
ula. Do not over mix the 
batter, stir only until dry 
ingredients are moistened.

Fill greased muffin tin 
2/3 full with batter. 

Bake at 350º F for 20-30 
minutes or until a tooth-
pick inserted into a dough-
nut comes out clean.

Let sit for 10 minutes, 
then remove them from the 
pan.

Meanwhile, melt about 
3/4 cup butter. Set aside.

In a small bowl, mix 2/3 
cup white sugar and 2 tsp. 
cinnamon.

While the doughnuts are 
warm, dip them into the 
melted butter,  and then 
quickly roll them into the 
sugar and cinnamon mix-
ture.

Eat them while they are 
warm – they are fabulous.

fried. Now the recipe says 
to use a doughnut pan but 
I am not expecting you to 
have one of those in your 
cupboard. I used a regular 
muffin tin, but I would 
suggest you fill them only 
2/3 full of batter to keep 
the doughnut height and 
also so they bake properly 
in the centre. 

Baked 
Pumpkin 
Doughnuts
1 large egg
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/3 cup oil
1 tsp vanilla
3/4 cup pumpkin puree
1/2 cup milk
1/2 tsp salt
1/2  tsp cinnamon
1/2  tsp nutmeg
1/2  tsp allspice
1/8 tsp cloves
1-3/4 cups all-purpose flour
2 tsp baking powder

In a large bowl, mix the 
egg, brown sugar, oil, va-

ChEf’S TABLE: Baking helps 
keep them on the healthier side
from | 27

Since 1929

Darts
Dart Boards
and Accessories

103 Ontario St. S., Kitchener | 519-745-4053
Mon-Fri 10:30 - 6 | Sat 11 - 4

www.jamiesonsbilliards.com

21ELMIRA
INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

SAT. FEB. 14 @ 1:30pm - 3:30pm
New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

20lb Box of Florida 
Seedless Navel Oranges 
OR Ruby Red Grapefruit

$32.00
PER BOX

www.indianriverdirect.com

about the author 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 
or email donna.atasteofnostal-
gia@gmail.com.

SOURCINg: Event to highlight 
all things local about our food

from | 29

Another issue can be cost 
because local food isn’t 
necessarily cheaper. 

“We have to compete 
with cheap foreign imports 
but I think this is where 
education becomes really 
important,” Contini said. 
“If you educate consum-
ers about the true value 

of supporting local food 
economies, local farming 
families, the health ben-
efits, the environmental 
benefits, I think it starts to 
hit home and that’s a mes-
sage I think consumers are 
starting to pick up.”

For more information or 
to register visit www.taste-
real.ca or www.foodlink.ca.

The local food event will feature guest speakers, a panel discussion, lunch, and a trade 
show. [SuBmitted]

Cabinets and shelves are filled with beautiful elephant art throughout Pat Robbins’ Elmira 
home.  [Scott BarBer / the oBServer] 



32 | BACK PAGE THE OBSERVER  |  february 7, 2015

FREQUENT
GROOMING
PROGRAM

STORE HOURS:
Monday - Friday 9AM-7PM
Saturday 9AM-5PM
Sunday  Closed

10 CHURCH ST. W.,
ELMIRA, ON

519-669-4374

Y O U R  I N D E P E N D E N T  P E T  F O O D  S T O R E

FIND US ONLINE AT WWW.VILLAGEPETELMIRA.COM

join our NEW

CALL NOW or
BOOK ONLINE

*With participation in our Frequent Buyer pet food program. 
See store for details.

Bring Your 
Pet in and 
Visit with 
Venus

Buy 3 grooming sessions
4TH GROOMING IS FREE*

1362 VICTORIA ST N. KITCHENER      519.742.9188
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 9PM SATURDAY 9AM TO 6PM SUNDAY 11AM TO 5PM
1362 VICTORIA ST N. KITCHENER 

VOTED #1VOTED #1

$899

KITCHEN IN A BOX
FULLY REVERSIBLE!

INCLUDES FREE HANDLES!
FRIDGE, BACKSPLASH & COUNTER NOT INCLUDED

$2499
SOLID OAK 

STAIR TREADS

REGULAR 1599 REGULAR 49.99

95
¢

CERAMIC TILE
13” X 13” | 3 COLOURS IN STOCK

REGULAR 1.99REGULAR 5.99

$299
RED OAK OR MAPLE
3¼” OR  4¼”WIDE X ¾” THICK 

MADE IN 
CANADA

MADE IN 
CANADA

MADE IN 
CANADA

49
¢

MDF PRIMED 
  BASEBOARDS

REGULAR 1.19

$199
GLASS or STONE 

BACKSPLASH

*product may not be exactly as shown 

REGULAR 8.99
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9MM X 
3 7/8 X 12' 

159915991599
24

49.9949.9949.99
49

1.191.191.19

1.991.991.995.995.995.99 8.998.998.99
per sq ft
IN STOCK

per sq ft
IN STOCK

per sq ft
IN STOCK

89
¢

BERBER CARPET
3 COLOURS TO CHOOSE FROM

99
¢

PINDOT CARPET
3 COLOURS TO CHOOSE FROM

$119
HEAVY PLUSH

3 COLOURS TO CHOOSE FROM

PLUS

NO TAX
PLUS

NO TAX
PLUS

NO TAX

REGULAR 1.99 REGULAR 2.79 REGULAR 2.992.792.792.791.991.991.99 2.992.992.99

per sq ft
IN STOCK

per sq ft
IN STOCK

per sq ft
IN STOCK

97
¢

12.3MM THICK 
LAMINATE

$139
HANDSCRAPED 

12.3MM LAMINATE

$187
14.3MM LAMINATE
RUBBER PADDING ATTACHED!

REGULAR 2.99 REGULAR 3.29 REGULAR 3.993.293.293.292.992.992.99 3.993.993.99

per sq ft
IN STOCK

per sq ft
IN STOCK

per sq ft
IN STOCK

each
IN STOCK

each
 IN STOCK

per lin. ft
IN STOCK

8
SUNDAY

FEBRUARY

11AM TO 5PM

MONDAY
FEBRUARY

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY

7
9AM TO 6PM

3 DAYS 
ONLY! SPECIAL HOURS

9AM TO 9PM

9

CLEAR-OUT SALE!
YEAR END

Jacks: Looking to switch gears for the playoffs

inconsequential goals to 
wrap things up.

While the rout was a 
tough way to end the sea-
son, Robb is working hard to 
get the group’s spirits up in 
the lead up to the playoffs. 

“We have to stay positive 
and we have to work hard; 
we have to be the hardest 
working team. If we can 
work hard for the full 60 
minutes we can still lose 

games and be successful. 
It’s when you don’t put 
in your best effort for the 
whole game that things will 
come out and bite you.”

The playoffs began 
Thursday evening in Ayr 
and will continue back in 
Wellesley Saturday at 7:30 
p.m.

The Jacks will head back 
on the road tomorrow 
night for a 7:30 p.m. puck 
drop, with game four set 

for Wednesday evening at 
home. 

The series is a best-of-
seven, with the first team to 
win four games advancing 
to the second round.

Wrapping up the regular 
season, Cal Jefferies led 
the team in scoring with 36 
points (16 goals, 20 assists) 
and goalie Tim Bester fin-
ished the year with a .903 
save percentage and a 3.80 
goals against average.

from | 12

Matt Schieck attempts to deke his way past the Merchant defence during the Jacks’ 11-4 loss Jan. 31 on home ice.  [Scott BarBer / the oBServer]


