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As we enter into a new year, 
Elmira’s Trinity United Church 
finds itself in the final year of 
its refocusing process. In 2012, 
the United Church of Canada 
launched a comprehensive re-
view task group to examine from 
2012 to 2015 how United Church-
es across the country could best 
serve their congregations and 
communities.

Reverend Dave Jagger says that 
five years from now the Elmira 

Former Wellesley council-
lor Jim Olender passed away 
December 26 at Grand River Hos-
pital. He was 70.

Olender, a two-term councillor 
for Ward 3 (2006-2014), is remem-
bered fondly by his former col-
leagues from around the council 
table.

“He was one 
of the most 
dedicated guys 
I have ever 
known,” Ward 
2 Coun. Herb 
Neher said. “He 
thoroughly en-
joyed his job as 
a councillor. He was so into it, he 
wanted to attend all of the differ-
ent functions and he was on all 
kinds of committees. … This was 
his calling; he took his job very 
seriously and he was in it for the 
right reasons.”

A long-time manager at the 
Waterloo Region District School 
Board, Olender was a passionate 
supporter of youth sports and 
activities.

Former 
Wellesley 
councillor 
Jim Olender 
dies at 70

Whitney neilson

scott bArber

Elmira’s Trinity United Church is undergoing a refocusing period along with all United Churches across Canada, something Rev. Dave Jagger and Peter Kupfer see happening every five years. [whittney neilson / the observer]

Elmira’s Trinity United ponders its future
Seniors’ housing an option at prime Arthur St location as church undergoes refocusing process

church could look a whole lot like 
it does today. But, they’re also 
considering alternatives to how 
the church building and its ser-
vices can be of use.

“It seems that about every five 
years we need to pause and refo-
cus ourselves. Who are we, what 
are we about, how do we engage 
the community around us? We’re 
in one of those five-year periods 
right now,” Jagger said.

Trinity United Church as we 
know it on Arthur Street has ex-
isted since the 1960s. Before that 

there was Wesley United Church 
on First Street and Arthur. That 
has since changed to Emmanuel 
Evangelical Missionary Church. 
Prior to that, Wesley United 
Church was approximately where 
Liquidation King is now. 

“Where we are right now, this 
property belongs to Zion EUB 
(Evangelical United Brethren) 
and in 1968 the whole EUB de-
nomination in Canada joined 
with the United Church of 
Canada,” Jagger said. “So for 
three years there were two United 

Churches in Elmira, Wesley and 
Zion. And in 1971 they amalgam-
ated.”

The refocusing of United 
Churches involves looking at 
their missions and how they can 
live those out to their best ability. 
It also examines how the physical 
space of their churches may be 
used for opportunities other than 
just providing church services.

“We haven’t made any deci-
sions around this but one of the 
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DEVELOPMENT CHARGES ACT, 1997, S.O. 1997, c.27

TAKE NOTICE that on December 16th, 2014, the Council of The Corpo-
ration of the Township of Wellesley passed By-law 48/2014 under 
Section 2 of the Development Charges Act, 1997, which imposes 
Township-wide development charge rates.

The charges in the aforementioned by-law will apply to all new 
residential and non-residential development, subject to certain terms, 
conditions and limited exemptions as identi�ed therein.

Development charges are levied against new development to pay for 
the increased capital costs related to the provision of such municipal 
services as General Government, Fire Protection, Parks and Recre-
ation, Public Works and Township Engineering. Schedule 1 below 
sets out the development charge rates applicable throughout the 
Township. 

Both the residential and non-residential development charge rates 
will be in effect as of January 1st, 2015. Copies of the by-law can be 
viewed and downloaded at the Township of Wellesley’s website at 
www.wellesley.ca. The complete development charges by-law can 
also be examined at the Township Clerk’s Of�ce from 8:30 am to 4:30 
pm, Monday through Friday at the address shown below. 

Any person or organization may appeal to the Ontario Municipal 
Board in respect to the by-law by �ling with the Clerk of The Corpora-
tion of the Township of Wellesley, not later than Monday, January 26th, 
2015, a notice of appeal setting out the objection to the by-law and 
the reasons in support of the objection.

A key map has not been included in this notice as the Township-wide 
development charges applies to all lands located within the boundar-
ies of the Township of Wellesley.

For further information, please contact the Clerk’s Of�ce at 519-699-
3946. 

DATED at The Corporation of the Township of Wellesley this 23rd day 
of December, 2014.

Grace Kosch, Clerk
The Corporation of the Township of Wellesley
4639 Lobsinger Line
St. Clements, Ontario N0B 2M0

Schedule 1 – Development Charge Rates 
Imposed by By-law 48/2014

Township-wide development charges

1. Residential Development Charges

2. Non-Residential Development Charges

NOTICE OF PASSING OF 
DEVELOPMENT CHARGES BY-LAW 

BY THE CORPORATION OF 
THE TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY

Service

Residential Development Charge  
(Per Dwelling Unit)

Single & 
Semi-Detached

Rows & Other 
Multiples Apartments

General Government $213 $158 $115

Fire Protection $1,778 $1,319 $957

Parks and Recreation $2,923 $2,168 $1,572

Public Works $243 $180 $131

Township Engineering $2,509 $1,861 $1,350

TOTAL CHARGE PER UNIT $7,666 $5,686 $4,125

Service Non-Residential Charge per Square 
Metre of Gross Floor Area

General Government $1.15

Fire Protection $9.52

Parks and Recreation $0.00

Public Works $1.31

Township Engineering $13.63

TOTAL CHARGE PER SQ.M $25.61

Elmira Life and Work School
“ELAWS”

An alternative secondary school program for
students of Mennonite background

Information Meeting and Registration
for September 2015

Monday, January 19, 2015  7:30 pm
Lions Hall (beside the Woolwich Recreation Complex)

40 South Street West, Elmira
• Students can earn a full grade 12 Ontario Secondary School Diploma
• Flexible structure combines classroom instruction, work and home study

• Technology emphasis with access to EDSS shops

• Computer instruction with supervised internet access

For more information contact: Jeff Martin, 519-669-5414 Ext.480
jeff_martin@wrdsb.on.ca

things that is a possibility 
is this could be seniors 
housing,” Jagger said. “We 
talked about some kind of 
affordable housing with 
church space within that.”

He noted they’re learn-
ing their church is not just 
their building. By being 
less attached to the build-
ing as it is, that opens up 
new ministry possibilities 
for the future. 

“If we’re able to develop 
the property that it is a 
greater asset to the com-
munity while at the same 
time providing the space 
we need as a congregation, 
everybody wins. It’s not 
just about us.”

Jagger’s been the 
church’s minister for 13 
years. He said when he first 
looked at Trinity United 
Church he saw a congrega-
tion that was vibrant, with 
a lot of potential, and that’s 
turned out to be the case.

“There were other places 
I could have gone, but 
this is where I needed to 
be,” Jagger said. “Elmira’s 
a great town. When my 
family came here we had 
younger children and we 
came from a little rural vil-
lage.”

The church has seen 
changes in technology 
since he started there, 
including a projector and 
screen for the Sunday 

morning worship, along 
with more paid part-time 
staff. A noticeable shift 
they’ve seen, similar across 
many churches, is the con-
gregation’s size and demo-
graphic.

They average 100 to 110 
members on any given 
Sunday, and it depends on 
the time of year.

“The numbers here grew 
for awhile and then they 
shrank and now they’re 
slowly starting to grow 
again,” Jagger said. “Our 
replacement rate has prob-
ably not kept up with our 
funeral rate. Overall the 
congregation is smaller 
than it would have been 13 
years ago.”

He said in its heyday, 
they’d have 120 to 130 on a 
Sunday morning. Like all 
denominations with the 
culture shift that’s going 
on, the congregation is 
getting a little smaller and 
older. 

Board chair Peter Kupfer 
says the congregation’s 
mixture has changed, per-
centage wise. Despite the 
increasingly senior domi-
nated membership, they 
have a regular group of 
around 20 children.

“The community focus 
has changed a lot,” Kupfer 
said. “Elmira’s starting to 
become much more of a 
bedroom community to 
Kitchener-Waterloo and 
around. But it still main-

tains its unique cultures. 
I’m surprised how Elmira 
has become very varied 
in nationalities, which is 
good.”

Understandably, there’s 
a real challenge to attract 
members younger than 60. 
How to do this, is some-
thing Jagger says he often 
discusses with his col-
leagues.

“If you want to bring in 
more people and get more 
people involved, you have 
to go to those people on 
their terms,” Jagger said. 
“You need to be relevant 
and you need to have a mes-
sage that’s going to make a 
difference in their lives.”

He said all churches 
are learning they have to 
stop being so isolation-
ist. They need to work in 
partnership, not just with 
each other as Christian 
churches, but also with all 
the other organizations in 
town.

“At the same time as that 
requires change, there’s a 
group of people that are 
already part of the church 
who like it the way it is,” 
Jagger said. “Trying to 
keep some balance there 
between how you don’t 
lose the people you already 
have, but at the same time 
try to attract new folks who 
have different needs and 
are looking for different 
things out of a church ex-
perience.”

trinity: Looking at options to remain engaged
From | covEr

A bonus gift At christmAstime

Margaret Sheardown of Elmira won $85,171 in December 17 LOTTO 6/49 draw. The winning ticket was purchased at Hasty Market on Church 
Street in Elmira. [submitted]
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Fast, Friendly & Professional Service

10 Church St. W., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST/OWNER

• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose 
   Monitor & Teaching 
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPER ATED

P H A R M A C Y
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“He was always very 
interested in providing ser-
vices and programs for the 
young people of our town-
ship,” Neher explained. 
“Whether it was through 
involvement in minor 
hockey or his strong sup-
port for the Wellesley skate 
park facility, Jim really 
cared about the kids in his 
community.”

Ward 1 Coun. Shel-
ley Wagner remembered 
watching her son thrive 

under Olender’s coaching 
in minor hockey.

“I’ve known Jim for years 
because he coached my son 
in hockey and as a hockey 
coach he was wonderful,” 
she said. “My son really 
flourished and developed 
under Jim.”

She continued, “Jim 
was so dedicated to all of 
the things he took on. He 
always stood up for the 
community and especially 
the youth. He was involved 
in the prevention of abuse 
and crime and he was a big 

supporter of the skate park; 
he was a good person.”

Former Ward 4 council-
lor Paul Hergott concurred.

“He brought some really 
good ideas to the table. All 
of the councillors worked 
well together and we all 
got along. Jim was well 
respected and he worked 
hard to represent his com-
munity the best he could.”

Ross Kelterborn, mayor 
during Olender’s tenure, 
echoed that sentiment.

“He was there for the en-
tire township of Wellesley; 

he looked after his ward but 
he was there for the whole 
Township of Wellesley.”

He added, with a laugh, 
“He was always prepared 
for council and always read 
up on every issue; he would 
even correct all of the spell-
ing mistakes in the council 
packages.”

Olender ran for mayor 
in October, falling to Joe 
Nowak in a close race.

During the campaign, 
Olender outlined his pas-
sion for municipal politics.

“I have lived in Welles-

ley for over 23 years and 
it is my opinion that truly 
living in a community is 
more than merely hav-
ing an address; it is about 
being involved,” he said. 
“From being an assistant 
coach of Junior hockey, to 
being elected councillor, I 
continue to try to make the 
community where I reside 
a better place.”

He is survived by his wife 
Marilyn and son Trevor.

Olender’s family will re-
ceive relatives and friends 
from 2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. 

on January 2 at the Henry 
Walser Funeral Home, 507 
Frederick St., Kitchener. A 
memorial service will be 
held in the chapel of the 
funeral home on January 3 
at 11 a.m. A reception will 
follow at the funeral home. 

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions to the Grand River 
Regional Cancer Centre or 
to the Clarky’s Kids Foun-
dation (an organization that 
allows children with cancer 
to attend Kitchener Rangers 
hockey games) would be ap-
preciated by the family.

olender: Former councillor’s passing comes just two months after mayoralty campaign
From | covEr

When Riverside Public 
School makes the move 
to its new location in the 
new Lunor subdivision in 
2016, the Elmira Children’s 
Centre will be hitching a 
ride. 

The child care centre 
on Mockingbird Drive has 
outgrown the building it 
has been in since 1974. The 
relocation with the new el-
ementary school will mean 
they can provide for an-
other 20 children and offer 
infant care, something 
they have no room for at 
the current location. 

Linda Bird, manager of 
Children’s Centres at the 
Region of Waterloo, said 
they’re in the preliminary 
stages of designing the 
building and they’re look-
ing at what the centre’s 
vision will be.

What the old building 
will be used for has not 
been decided, she added.

“There have been some 
discussions with the town-
ship around using that 
property for expanded 
sports fields but I don’t 
know what the outcome 
will be,” she explained.

She’s not certain the 
building would be of any 
use to anybody in its cur-
rent state. They’ve out-
grown the building and 
need to expand to accom-
modate the community’s 
growth. 

Elmira Children’s Centre gearing up for move in 2016
Having outgrown its current home on Mockingbird Drive, the centre will have space in the new Riverside PS

Whitney neilson

“Our current enrollment 
in that centre is approxi-
mately 40 to 45 children 
and we want to be able to 
expand to meet the needs 
of the community that 
we’re moving into,” Bird 
said.

She said they’ve been 
able to maintain the build-
ing and keep full enroll-
ment, but there’s a future 
need for infant care and 
under the day nurseries 
act they don’t have enough 
room at the Mockingbird 
location. The new centre 
will be licensed for 64 chil-
dren.

“There will be a need 
for that many,” Bird ex-
plained. “We do have a 
waiting list at the centre. 

Parents register on one list, 
and our wait list at Elmira 
indicates there’s a need 
for expansion. Programs 
expected that enrollment 
might drop with full-day 
kindergarten; we haven’t 
found that to be an issue in 
Elmira.”

Aside from more space, 
there are other benefits 
to co-locating with the 
school. They’ll be able to 
make use of facilities such 
as the library and gymna-
sium. Staff will also get to 
interact with each other 
and work together she said.

“The other part of this 
building that’s unique for 
the region is there will be 
a child and family centre,” 
Bird said. “It will be locat-

ed on the second floor and 
it will serve families and 
children in the community 
for various needs. There 
will be multi-purpose 
rooms, there will be small 
meeting rooms.”

The services they’re 
considering having will be 
related to healthy babies, 
healthy children, pre-na-
tal, post-natal, counseling, 
nutrition services, speech 
and language services, and 
special needs services. She 
said the idea of the child 
and family centre will be to 
bring all the various com-
munity agencies currently 
working in many locations 
under one roof.

Regional council ap-
proved their request to 

reconstruct the children’s 
centre in 2011. The school 
board put out a request 
for a community partner 
in 2014 and the region ap-
plied and was accepted. 
She said the partnership 
between the region and the 
school board seemed to fit 
with the ministry of educa-
tion’s desire to modernize 
childcare in the province.

The region will be en-
tering into a rental agree-
ment with the school 
board, meaning the space 
they’ll operate out of will 
be leased from the school 
board.

“We’re waiting for site 
plan approval from the 
township and based on 
the result of that approval 

we may need to go back to 
our plan and the plan may 
need to be revised,” Bird 
said. “If it doesn’t need to 
be revised then I would as-
sume it goes to tender.”

The Elmira Community 
Nursery School located 
in the same building as 
the children’s centre is ex-
pected to move along with 
the children’s centre to the 
new school. 

The Waterloo Region 
District School Board 
launched a school bound-
ary study for Elmira in 
May of 2012, which showed 
how overpopulated many 
of the town’s schools are. 
The report indicated Riv-
erside would not be able to 
accommodate the influx of 
students from the Lunor 
and Birdland residen-
tial developments in the 
works. Thus, the $11-mil-
lion project was born.

Other schools like John 
Mahood PS and Park Man-
or PS have seen changes as 
well. Preliminary plans for 
the new Riverside PS were 
shown at a public meeting 
in November, and the next 
public meeting is sched-
uled for later this month.

“I think it will be re-
ally beautiful when it’s 
finished,” Bird said. “It’s 
going to really meet that 
need in the community 
and where it’s going to be 
built there are going to be a 
lot of families in the neigh-
bourhood.”

The Elmira Children’s Centre has outgrown its building on Mockingbird Drive and will relocate to the new 
Riverside PS in 2016. [whitney neilson / the observer]



4 | NEWS THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, JAnUARY 3, 2015

spending, this time for the 
addition of an en gineering 
technologist, came from Wool-
wich’s capital budget, rather 
than the operating side directly 
linked to the tax levy. 

The position was added as 
part of the $4.5-million budget 
for engineering and planning 
services approved by coun-
cillors meeting in a special 
ses sion January 16. A lack of 
staff resources means a consid-
erable amount of work, from 
bridge repairs to traffic stud-
ies, is going undone or being 
pushed back, said director of 
engi neering and planning Dan 
Kennaley.

Wellesley slams region’s deci-
sion to close transfer station

Wellesley councillors ex-
pressed their disappoint ment 
and frustration at the planned 
closure of the township’s waste 
transfer station.

In an effort to reduce a tax 
increase from the 2014 budget, 
Waterloo Region council hoped 
to save as much as $302,000 by 
clos ing rural waste transfer sta-
tions in Woolwich, Wellesley, 
North Dumfries and Wilmot 
townships. While a waste 
transfer sta tion was to be avail-
able in Elmira two days a week, 
Wellesley residents would have 

to take waste directly to the 
Waterloo Waste Management 
Site at 925 Erb St. W. The final 
calculated savings, close to 
$128,000, were deemed “pea-
nuts” by Coun. Paul Hergott.

Mill Street reconstruction 
heads list of capital projects 
for 2014

More than $5 million in en-
gineering work headed a list of 
capital spending in 2014 under 
a $7-million budget approved 
by Woolwich council. 

Leading the way at $1.7 
million was a plan to recon-
struct Mill Street in Elmira and 
another $1.5 million to repair 
bridges and culverts. The latter 
group includes two Floradale 
Road bridges and repairs to 
culverts on Bisch Street and 
Florapine Road. As well, an-
other $202,000 was earmarked 
for unscheduled repairs to a 
culvert on Durst Road.

FEBRUARY
OMB decision clears way for 
development in Breslau

Two subdivisions proposed 
for Breslau that had been in 
limbo had a chance to get back 
on track fol lowing a decision by 
the Ontario Municipal Board. 

The provincial agency sided 
with Thomasfield Homes and 

Empire Communities, dis-
missing a bid by other develop-
ers that would have swept the 
sub division plans into a convo-
luted legal challenge of the Re-
gion of Waterloo’s new official 
plan. In stead, the projects can 
go ahead under the framework 
of the exist ing Regional Official 
Policies Plan (ROPP), still in 
force pending the outcome of 
the legal wrangling. 

The decision cleared the 
way for the next phase in the 
develop ment of both projects 
in the vil lage. It allowed the 
township and region to amend 
the exist ing ROPP to lift the cap 
that limits growth in Breslau to 
1,250 units, a number that has 
almost been maxed out by re-
cent development in the village, 
including Empire Communi-
ties’ Riverland subdivision.

St. Clement school to remain 
open

The St. Clement Catho lic 
School community breathed a 
sigh of relief as trustees from 
the Waterloo Region Catho lic 
School Board decided not to 
pursue closing the school. 

The trustees were grant ed 
permission from Ontario's Min-
istry of Education to consider 
the option as part of its accom-
modation review committee 

(ARC), which seeks to cut costs 
in the system. The site may 
re quire $4 million in repairs 
over the next five years, with 
trustees pondering suggestions 
that closing the school and bus-
ing students to Wellesley Public 
School may be more efficient. 

But parents made their con-
cerns known, and were joined 
by Kitchener- Conestoga MPP 
Michael Harris, who wrote an 
open letter to the trustees ask-
ing them to reconsider.

Restructuring sees departure 
of St. Clements chief

Over his 28 years with the 
St. Clements fire station, Den-
nis Ertel was a fixture of the 
commu nity. As the year got 
underway, he was wrapping up 
an eight-year tenure as district 
chief, part of a restructuring 
plan that eliminated six jobs 
from the fire service. While 
Ertel wasn't retiring from public 
service, his departure marks the 
end of an era.

After paying his dues as a 
firefighter, Ertel worked his 
way up the ladder. In 1991 he 
became a captain, and then 
an assistant district chief in 
2005, and finally district chief 
in 2006. 

Wellesley building fees up 2%
Wellesley building permit 

fees increased by about two per 

cent in 2014 following a deci-
sion by township councillors. 

The adjustments were neces-
sary in order to fund the build-
ing department through the 
permit fees, said chief building 
official Rik Louwagie.

Jacks take it to seven before 
falling to Norwich

In a series that was decided 
on home ice, the Wellesley 
Applejacks sim ply had the 
odds stacked against them: the 
opposing Merchants had the 
advan tage of playing four of 
seven in Norwich. 

The seesaw battle and the 
Jack’s first season in the Mid-
western Junior C League came 
to an end in the seventh and 
deciding game, a 6-2 loss.

The series was a whirl wind 
nine days for the team, kicking 
off February 7 in Norwich and 
ending there on February 16. 
The grind of the first round in-
cluded three games in as many 
days to decide a win ner.

Four men face charges fol-
lowing fatal shooting in 
Wilmot Township

A man was found dead by 
police outside of a Wilmot 
Township resi dence on Febru-
ary 24. Re ports of gunshots on 
the Erb’s Road West property, 

west of Sandhills Road brought 
emergency servic es to the 
scene at approxi mately 9 p.m. 
where the body of 41-year-old 
Kitchener resident Henry Alex-
ander Jarsch was found. 

Crawford Edgar Lamka, 
26, of Wilmot Township was 
charged with second degree 
murder and two counts of at-
tempted mur der. He appeared 
in the Ontario Court of Justice 
on February 24. Claude Ouel-
lette, 52, of Kitchener was 
charged with accessory after 
the fact in relation to the ho-
micide. 

As well, Denis Michael Ga-
gnon and Scott Anthony White, 
both 37-year-old Kitchener 
residents, suf fered non-life-
threatening gunshot injuries 
believed to be related to the 
incident on Erb’s Road. They 
were transported to hospital for 
treatment then released into 
police custody and are also cur-
rently facing rob bery charges. 

Police believe the case may 
have involved a home inva sion 
in which the tables were turned 
on the would-be robbers. The 
suspects involved are known 
to police, who said it was not a 
“random incident.”

1.5% raises for staff, council-
lors in Wellesley

Wellesley councillors Febru-
ary 25 approved a 1.5 per cent 

JANUARY
Vandals run amok in 
WMC

It was a less-than-happy 
start to the New Year at the 
Woolwich Memorial Cen-
tre, which suffered dam-
ages of $100,000 when van-
dals broke into the Elmira 
facility in the wee hours of 
January 1.

Trophy cases, glass pan-
els, computer monitors, 
telephones, and office 
win dows were smashed 
with fire extinguishers. 
Both pools were drained to 
clear shards of glass from 
the upstairs fitness centre 
window. Damage was also 
incurred to the doors of the 
youth centre, and to the 
glass panels at both hockey 
arenas.

The building had no alarm 
system, so the crime was not 
discovered until the morning.

Two youths arrested for 
WMC vandalism spree

Just two days after the Wool-
wich Memorial Centre was 
vandalized in the early hours 
of January 1, police arrested 
two young males from Elmira 
and Kitchener in connection to 
the crime. 

The youths, both age 13, 
were charged with break and 
enter, theft under $5,000, 
mischief over $5,000, and pos-
session of stolen property by 
detec tives from the General 
Investigations Division. Under 
the Youth Criminal Justice Act, 
they can’t be identified. 

The suspects were arrest-
ed separately on the morn ing 
and afternoon of Janu ary 3, 
and held in custody at a police 
facility with their parents pres-
ent. 

Passing of a longtime 
community booster

Longtime Woolwich Town-
ship employee Richard Rank 
died of a heart attack while at 
work last January 3. He was 57. 
Rank was an active volunteer 
and a visible community mem-
ber, particularly among sports 
groups.

Cleanup continues from pre-
Christmas ice storm

An ice storm that caused 
widespread power outages just 
before Christmas left a trail of 
downed trees and other dam-
age that had township work 
crews working well into the 
New Year. The storm, which 
affect ed much of southwestern 
Ontario, left thousands of resi-
dents without power, causing 
Woolwich Town ship to declare 

a state of emergency.
The pre-Christmas crush 

was the region’s second major 
ice storm of 2014 (the first 
struck April 12). 

At peak, close to 7,000 
homes in Woolwich were with-
out power, with a large concen-
tration in Elmira/ Floradale. 
Conestogo and Bloomingdale 
were out longest, with some 
houses out for as long as 36 
hours.

Lack of security system 
prompts township review

With the WMC almost back 
to its pre-vandalized state, 
the question turned to how a 
$23-mil lion facility didn’t have 
an alarm system. The town ship 
launched a review, but officials 
were reluctant to outline the 
sequence of events that led to 
a system being omitted when 
the building opened in 2009, or 
detail why there was no action 
subsequently. 

Nor were they eager to point 
a finger at those in volved in 
the decision to forgo a security 
system.

The focus since the New 
Year’s break-in and vandal-
ism spree that caused some 
$100,000 in damage has been 
on the restoration, not finding 
blame, officials said, refusing 
to hold themselves account-
able. 

A temporary alarm system 
was installed in the aftermath.

Order of Canada for local man
A Conestogo man received 

the Order of Canada for bring-
ing environmental issues into 
engineering projects. 

When Stephen Carpen ter 
founded Enermodal Engineer-
ing in 1981, there was virtually 
no “green movement” to enter 
into. In the decades since, 
his company’s work design-
ing green buildings has been 

regarded as ahead of the 
curve. 

Carpenter was named 
a Member of the Order of 
Canada “for his visionary 
lead ership in the develop-
ment and stewardship of 
Canada’s green building 
industry.” For the retired 
engineer, his career rose 
parallel with Canada’s own 
environmental conscious-
ness.

Few questions as Wool-
wich budget process 
starts rolling

Woolwich council lors 
moved quickly at the town-
ship’s special budget ses-
sions, approving a range of 
new expenditures. The go-
ahead included yet another 
expansion to the staffing 

ranks in the form of two full-
time posi tions to replace a 
contract position (junior bylaw 
enforcement officer) in the 
clerk’s department and a part-
time job (chief fire prevention 
officer) in the fire department. 

The bylaw officer bumps the 
current $50,000 expen diture to 
$75,000. The fire department 
now adds another full-time job 
to the tune of $86,000 from the 
current budget alloca tion of 
$47,000.

Woolwich adopts new logo 
featuring kissing bridge

A stylized image of the West 
Mon trose covered bridge is 
the new logo for Woolwich 
Township, the winning entry 
in a competition to replace the 
corporate crest. 

The design, chosen from the 
29 submitted by 13 different 
entrants, was recommended to 
coun cillors, who quickly ap-
proved the selection. The de-
sign was picked by a volunteer 
panel that included graphic de-
signers, marketing specialists, 
art ists and businesspeople. 

Elmira resident Steve Brooks 
received $1,000 for his success-
ful entry.

Weather puts dent in budget
Coming out of its most 

expensive year ever for snow-
clearing, the town ship got no 
reprieve as 2014 got underway.

Woolwich spent $939,000 
clearing snow in 2013, some 
$300,000 more than what was 
in the bud get. The 2014 budget 
ap proved by coun cil set aside 
$620,000, which would be in 
keeping with the five-year av-
erage for plowing and salting 
roads.

New staff position added as 
council approves engineer-
ing and planning budget

Another $94,000 in staff 

2014 Year 
in Review
A look back at some of the stories covered 
by The Observer over the previous 12 months

Vandals smashed windows at the WMC, with damage 
topping $100,000. [file photo]

St. Clement Catholic School was saved from the chopping block during the board's accommodation review. [file photo]
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cost of living increase cover-
ing all full-time and part-time 
staff, including firefighters, 
and councillors themselves. 

The motion was retroac-
tive to January 1. The com-
bined cost of non-union 
staff ($19,016.20) and coun-
cil ($895.22) was an extra 
$19,911.42 for 2014.

MARCH
Fire destroys Woolwich house 
dating back to the 1860s

It took 40 firefight ers, 
32,000 gallons of water and 
more than eight hours to ex-
tinguish a blaze on March 3 
that consumed a 19th century 
home be tween Conestogo and 
Maryhill. 

The house, located at 1364 
Durant Rd., was being used as 
a rental property. Neither the 
owners nor the tenant were 
present at the time of the fire. 
The cause of the fire was attrib-
uted to deteriorated electrical 
wiring. 

Firefighters from Cones togo 
and Maryhill stations, support-
ed by Breslau and St. Jacobs, 
responded to the alarm at 12:01 
p.m., but it took until 6 p.m. to 
get the situation under control. 
The house’s metal roof posed 
a challenge for firefighters, as 
did the extreme cold weath er 
(bottoming out at -17°C). 

Damage was estimated at 
$330,000 to the property and 
contents. 

Competition Bureau orders 
sale of No Frills store

Elmira’s No Frills store was 
put on the chopping block. The 

chain’s 232 Ar thur St. S. loca-
tion was one of three No Frills 
stores in Canada that Loblaws 
Companies Ltd. was instructed 
to di vest after its acquisition of 
the Shoppers Drug Mart Corpo-
ration in March. 

The $12.4 billion pur chase, 

approved by the fed eral 
Competition Bureau, saw the 
company forced to close either 
Shoppers or No Frills outlets 
in communities that had both. 
Fourteen Shoppers locations 
were to be sold across Canada, 
but only three No Frills.

Woolwich reaches deal 
with Humane Society

Finding themselves back 
where they started, Woolwich 
councillors approved the 
original deal worked out be-
tween township staff and the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Humane 
Society. 

Woolwich opted to pay the 
organization $15,000 in 2014 
for animal shelter services, the 
price increasing by 1.5 per cent 
annually in the five-year agree-
ment. 

The new contract provided 
for a flat fee for sheltering up 
to 250 animals per year. It re-
placed a deal that dated back 
to 1966, one that both parties 
agreed needed to be updated, 
with KWHS maintaining the 
old fees don’t come close to 
covering costs. 

Kings bow out of playoffs in 
the seventh game

The Elmira Sugar Kings bade 
farewell to their fans on March 
23 after losing to the Waterloo 
Siskins in the second round of 
the GOJHL playoffs. The Kings 
battled the Siskins to seven 
games in the semi-finals, fall-
ing 3-1 in the last match.

In control of the series, with 
their fate in their own hands, 
the Sugar Kings were unable 
to finish off the down-but-not-
out Waterloo Siskins. Elmira’s 

second-round foes came back 
from a 3-1 series defi cit to force 
a game-seven showdown at the 
WMC that didn’t go the way the 
host team wanted it to.

They started their sec ond-
round series with a loss. Then 
they hit their stride with three 

consecu tive wins. All they 
needed was one more win to 
make it to the finals, but in-
stead, the Kings suffered three 
losses to the Siskins – dash ing 
their hopes of con tinuing the 
battle for the Sutherland Cup. 

After handily defeating the 
Brampton Bombers in the first 
round of the GOJHL playoffs, 
the Kings certainly faced a 
greater challenge heading into 
the semi-finals. 

The sun shines on a growing 
list of government workers

Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships contributed nine 
members to a list of almost 
3,600 people in the region who 
earned more than $100,000 
on the public payroll in 2013. 
The province demands that the 
report – known as the sunshine 
list – be published by March 31 
for the previous year’s figures.

Across the province, the list – 
which includes doctors, nurses, 
teachers, police and firefighters 
in addition to civil servants – 
grew by 11 per cent to 97,796 
names, up from 88,412 in 2012.

APRIL
Weather has impact on 50th 
outing of the Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival

People who showed up early 
on April 5 probably appreciated 
the WMC for its warmth. The 
morning’s subzero tempera-
tures and light snow attributed 
to attendance that was down 
from recent years – some where 
in the 55,000-60,000 range, 
compared to the approximately 
70,000 who turned up in 2013.

OMB rules against  
Hunsberger pit

Conestogo residents had 
plenty to celebrate as the On-
tario Municipal Board quashed 
plans for a gravel pit on land 
near the Golf Course Road sub-
division. 

With its decision, the OMB 
denied Hunder Develop ments’ 
bid to move the project forward 
over the objections of Wool-
wich Township. The company 
had 30 days from the date of 
the decision, April 14, to launch 
an appeal, which it did not do. 

The township deter mined 
the proposal did not conform 
with its offi cial plan (OP). It 
first re jected the applicant’s 
bid for an OP amendment in 
2011, prompting the prop erty 
owners to launch an appeal to 
the OMB. A number of meet-
ings and prehearings followed, 
culminating in a lengthy hear-
ing in the fall of 2013. 

Woolwich OKs tax rate bylaw
Making it official on April 22, 

Woolwich council approved the 
tax-rate bylaw for 2014. 

The township adjusted the tax 
rate to lift $8,562,010 from resi-
dents’ wallets to cover the levy 
portion of the spending planned 
for this year. Special levies were 
applied to businesses operat ing 
in the Elmira Business Improve-
ment Area (BIA), grabbing an-
other $30,000, while residents 
of Elmira shelled out a collective 
$208,327.14 for the contentious 
sidewalk snow-clearing services.

Hanging it up after  
37 years with the Kings

Gary Schaefer, train er for 
the Elmira Sugar Kings for 37 
years, received an emotional 
retirement tribute from players 
and staff at the team’s awards 
banquet April 27. Schaefer, 
who stepped down be cause of 
weakness in his knees, was a 
fixture of the team across four 
are nas, and speakers remem-
bered “Schaef” as a reliable 
presence during decades of 
growth and change.

Schae fer’s career included 
three Sutherland Cups and an 
OHA Trainer of the Year award. 
The team calculated Schaefer’s 
participation in 1,472 regular 
season games, 355 playoff 
games, and ap proximately 
1,600 practices since 1977.

Mayor Kelterborn 
won’t seek  re-election

After indicating for months 
that this term in office would 
be his last, Wellesley Mayor 
Ross Kelterborn made his 
retirement official April 29. 
The announce ment brings to 
a close 30 years on township 
council, including three may-
oral elections that Kelterborn 
won handily. He planned to 
finish out his term, with an 
election set for October 27.

MAY
Body of New Hamburg 5-year-
old boy found in Nith River

The body of a five-year-old 

New Hamburg boy who went 
missing in December was 
found in the Nith River May 6. 

Over the noon hour, a 
private search group of two 
people, including an off-duty 
Waterloo Regional Police of-
ficer, observed the body of 
a child in the river near the 
community of Haysville. The 
coroner’s office joined the pro-
cess, confirming the body was 
that of Robbie Reiner who was 
reported missing by his fam-
ily on December 26 and was 
believed to have fallen through 
the ice on the river.

Elmira egg processor  
cleared for expansion

An Elmira egg proces sor 
got the green light May 6 for 
expansion plans that will add 
another 25 jobs to the opera-
tion. 

Woolwich council’s ap proval 
of Global Egg’s zone change 
application cleared the way 
for the company to build an 
addition linking two neigh-
bouring proper ties at 109 and 
115 Bonnie Cr. That would join 
the two structures, effectively 
turn ing the existing 22,600 and 
5,200-square-foot build ings 
into one 38,000-sq.-ft. facility.

Jacks to have a new head coach
Rob Way, head coach of 

the Wellesley Applejacks , an-
nounced plans to step aside 
after one year at the helm, with 
Paul Wilkinson succeeding 
him for the 2014-15 season. 

Way, who served as as-
sistant coach for the 2012- 2013 
season, took over from Kevin 
Fitzpatrick, who coached on-
and-off for 18 years. Fitzpatrick 
became general manager.

Illegal dumping feared due 
to transfer station changes

More roadside dump ing will 
be the norm in the township 
as Waterloo Region scales back 
and eventually closes the El-
mira transfer station, Wool wich 
officials predicted May 13.

There was already some an-
ecdotal evidence that’s the case, 
as the Elmi ra drop-off point has 
been reduced to opening just two 
days a month, down from five 
days a week. Councillors predict-
ed many residents ac customed 
to bringing loads of waste to the 
Howard Avenue location would 
ar rive only to find the place 
closed. Faced with the option 
of taking the load home or over 
to the landfill site on Erb Street 
in Water loo, some people might 
just take advantage of the many 
small, quiet roads along the way.

St. Jacobs woman  
celebrates 100 years

Edith Carr, a resident of 
St. Jacobs Place retirement 
facility, celebrated her 100th 
birthday. Carr was born May 21, 

1914, and lived her early life on 
a farm in the small com munity 
of Dashwood, On tario. 

Woolwich approves  
pair of extraction wells

Hoping to speed up the pro-
cess, chemical producer Chem-
tura Canada asked to install 
new wells in its treatment sys-
tem remov ing contaminants 
from the groundwater under 
Elmira.

Meeting May 27, Woolwich 
councillors agreed to a pair of 
new extraction wells and as-
sociated monitoring wells and 
boreholes on township prop-
erty. The company says the 
wells will help it meet the 2028 
deadline set by the Ministry of 
the En vironment for complet-
ing the cleanup process. 

Chemtura has been using a 
pump-and-treat process to re-
move a pair of toxins – NDMA 
(nitrosodimethyl amine) and 
chlorobenzene – from the for-
mer drinking water aquifers 
underneath the town. Discov-
ery in 1989 of the carcinogenic 
NDMA precipitated the water 
cri sis in Elmira, leading to the 
construction of a pipeline from 
Waterloo, which sup plies the 
town with water to this day.

Wellesley needs more parkland
Experts are call ing for the 

Township of Wellesley to ac-
quire new parkland to address 
a 6.6 hectare shortfall. 

Steve Langlois of Mon teith 
Brown Planning Consultants 
(MBPC) deliv ered the first draft 
of the community parks, recre-
ation and culture strategic 
master plan during the May 27 
Wellesley council meeting. The 
document, commissioned by 
council last year, serves “to guide 
the enhancement of leisure op-
portunities for current and fu-
ture residents,” the report says.

New GM named for Applejacks
It was a changing of the 

guard for the Wellesley Apple-
jacks as another long-time ad-
ministrative staffer announced 
his retire ment. 

Kevin Fitzpatrick stepped 
down as general man ager of 
the Junior C team, and Bill Gre-
binski, an as sistant coach for 
the last two years, took over the 
position. Fitzpatrick remained 
onboard for the 2014-15 season 
as director of hockey opera-
tions in a mentoring role.

The news came weeks after 
the announcement that Paul 
Wilkinson would succeed Rob 
Way as head coach for the up-
coming season.

JUNE
WCS makes it official

Woolwich Community 
Services staff, builders and 

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

PHONE:

519-669-0012
Evening appointments

Available

PHONE:
519-669-0879

63 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Stephen
Morris

Optometrist

Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca

· 8 Therapists Available

· Evening Appointments

· Deep Tissue, Relaxation, 
Sports Injury, Prenatal Massage

· Reflexology

· Hot Stone Massage

· Gift Certificates Available

Krista Sandelli 
OWNER/RMT

Colleen Thom 
RMT

Jessica 
Zantinge RMT

Julie Wemp 
RMT

Julie-Maria 
Schroth RMT

Krista Bauman 
RMT

Lindsay Plantz 
RMT

Steph Gaudet 
RMT

In the old Clock Tower Building
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira

519-669-4425

Following the acquisition of Shoppers Drug Mart by Loblaw, the Competition Bureau ordered the divestiture of certain stores, including the 
No Frills location in Elmira. [file photo]
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township officials gathered at 
5 Memorial Ave. in Elmira on 
June 3 for the ground breaking 
ceremony for the organiza-
tion’s future home.

EDSS celebrates 75 years
Organizers of the El mira 

District Secondary School 75th 
reunion were pleased when 
all the dust settled after the 
weekend. From June 6 to 8, 
thou sands of EDSS alumni 
con gregated to celebrate the 
school’s 75th birthday. The 
weekend’s events included 
a roundtable with Malcolm 
Gladwell, Bruce Headlam 
and Roger and Terry Mar tin, 
drama productions by current 
students, an arts presentation, 
dinner and dance reception as 
well as a church service.

EMSF dishes out some $36K
Dreary weather didn’t keep 

the syrup from flow ing, or the 
money from coming in for the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival, 
which was good news for the 
assorted groups that benefit 
from the profits. The disburse-
ments for 2014 amounted to 
$36,000, handed out June 11 
by EMSF chair Ken Jessop. 
A total of 25 groups received 
grants from the committee.

Local MPP retains seat,  
Liberals get majority

Kitchener-Conestoga re-
mained Tory as the province 
got a majority Liberal govern-
ment on June 12.

Polling on June 12 was tight 
between Michael Harris (17,390 
votes) and Liberal candidate 
Wayne Wright (15,896), with 
a margin of just 3.13 per cent 
(1,521 votes) between them. 
James Villeneuve of the NDP 
finished third with 21.09 per 
cent of the vote (10,059), while 
the Green’s David Weber 
picked up just under seven per 
cent (3,319).

Championship round 
for Wellesley golfer

For the second time in his 
golfing career, Welles ley’s Rob 
Cowan was the Golf Associa-
tion of On tario (GAO) “Cham-
pion of Champions.” 

The title is awarded to the 
winner of the GAO club cham-
pionship tourna ment, which 
features the top amateur golf-
ers from clubs across the prov-
ince. This year, the event teed 
off at the Peterborough Golf 
and Country Club on June 12.

A new home for the market
Work on a new home for the 

St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market got 
underway in June, with the 
build ing expected to be ready for 
business the following spring. 

At 34,000 square feet, the 
new building is to be about 40 
per cent larger than the original 
levelled in a September, 2013 
fire. Owner Mercedes Corp. also 
plans to retain the 15,600- sq.ft. 
“harvest barn” built just months 
after the blaze. 

The company announced 
plans for the new structure, 
which will reflect the old one. 
The new building will employ 
heavy wooden beams similar to 
the original structure – its ap-
pearance is intended to pay trib-
ute to the agri cultural roots of 
Waterloo Region, and St. Jacobs 
in particular, the company says.

The old building was 24,000 
sq. ft., much of it on the mezza-
nine. The new structure will be 
34,000 sq. ft., most of it on the 
main floor. There will be about 
20 per cent more space for 
vendors. Visitors will find wider 
aisles (13 feet versus 10), more 
seating and generous heights 
when the new place is ready.

Woolwich plans to hike fees 
levied on new homes

The privilege of build ing 
a new home in Wool wich 
jumped an ad ditional $1,700, 
as the township hiked its devel-
opment charg es by 35 per cent. 

The fees are used to cover 
future municipal expenditures 
related to growth, with the 
developers – ultimately the 
buyers, of course – paying for 
the cost of each new addition 
to the building stock. 

For fully serviced single-
family homes in Woolwich’s 
urban areas, the new charg es 
considered by council lors June 
17 saw levies rise to $6,712 from 
$4,986. In Breslau, due to ser-
vicing arrangements with the 
City of Kitchener, the increase 
hit $8,432.

Municipal services cleared 
for Breslau core

The planned recon struction 
of Woolwich Street saw 25 
properties in old Breslau con-
nected to municipal water 
and sewer at an initial cost of 
$11,200 apiece. 

Unlike past attempts to 
extend services, the township 
this time around garnered the 
support of more than half the 
prop erty owners. That was 
likely due to a much-lower cost 
to residents than in previous 
proposals – a 2010 attempt, for 
instance, called for each ben-
efitting property owner to pay 

$92,000 for the ex tension of 
water and sewer lines. 

Despite objections voiced at 
a June 24 meeting, councillors 
ap proved the plan, pointing to 
the benefits at a lower cost.

Private operator an option 
for retaining transfer station

Given the option, Elmi ra-
based Plein Disposal would 
step in to keep a waste drop-off 
operating in the community if 
Waterloo Region does go ahead 
with plans to close rural transfer 
stations in March 2015. 

Speaking at a public meeting 
June 24, owner Adolph Plein 
said his firm would be open to 
discuss ing opportunities with the 
region, with the goal of keeping a 
community ser vice in place.

Simply shuttering the Howard 
Avenue facility, already reduced 
to every other Saturday from the 
longstanding five days a week, 
is not a real option, he argued, 
addressing director of waste 
manage ment Jon Arsenault, 
who attended the meeting at 
Woolwich council to ex plain the 
rationale for clos ing the stations.

No grocer for St. Clements
Sobeys has no plans for 

another grocery store in St. 
Clements when the Foodland 
closes its doors on June 26. 

 “It was no longer viable to op-
erate,” said Sobeys spokesperson 
Sarah Stover of the St. Clements 
location, adding the company 
doesn’t know what will become 
of the building, which is not 
owned by the grocer. 

There are no plans to re-enter 
the market – “not at this time.”

JULY
Back in the fold 

Bryan Larkin, who spent 
the past two years as head of 
the Guelph department, was 
named the new chief of police 
in Waterloo Region. 

Larkin started his polic-
ing career as a constable with 
the Waterloo Regional Police 
Service and rose to the rank 
of divisional commander. His 
service also included time as 
executive officer to the chief of 
police. 

Larkin returned to the region 
having served most recently 
with the Guelph Police Service: 
two years as chief and one year 
as deputy chief. 

The appointment of a new 
chief followed the retirement 
of Matthew Torigian earlier in 
the year.

No Frills sold to Metro Inc.
Despite objections from 

many Elmira resi dents and 
local officials, the No Frills at 
232 Arthur St. S. was sold to 
Que bec-based Metro Inc. to be 
converted to a Food Basics. 

The store was one of three 
locations in Canada that Lo-
blaws Companies Ltd. was 
forced to sell following the 
acquisition of the Shop pers 
Drug Mart Corpora tion. 

In response to the $12.4 
billion takeover, the federal 
Competition Bureau man dated 
the closure of either No Frills 
or Shoppers stores in com-
munities that have both, fear-
ing the company would hold 
a monopoly on the food and 
drug markets in small towns. 
Fourteen Shoppers locations 
will be sold across Canada, but 
only three No Frills.

A local petition garnered 
some 2,800 signa tures calling 
on the Com petition Bureau to 
overturn its decision. 

AUGUST
Speed reduced in school zones

The speed limit was reduced 
around four rural schools in 
Woolwich, a safety measure 
that came into effect in the fall. 

Portions of Scotch Line, 
Jigs Hollow, Martin Creek and 
Spitzig roads saw speed re-
duced to 60 km/h, with school 
zone signs posted accord ingly. 
The move approved August 5 
by Woolwich council applied 
to the New Jerusalem, Winter-
bourne and East Heidelberg 
parochial schools, along with 
Woodland Christian High 
School. 

The changes came as a result 
of a review of traffic and speed 
counts adjacent to the schools, 
following up on similar reduc-
tions made in 2013 on Three 
Bridges Road.

Riding to notable acclaim
Long recognized as a cham-

pion for Ontario’s horseracing 
industry and a driving force 
behind the Grand River Race-
way, Dr. Ted Clarke was made 
a member of the Canadian 
Horseracing Hall of Fame. 

Inducted in the builder cat-
egory among the class of 2014, 
the former veterinar ian and 
racehorse owner, and current 
general manag er of the Grand 
River Race way was honoured 
during the Hall of Fame Gala 
at the Mississauga Convention 
Centre August 6.

Wellesley U16 squad  
captures fastball title

With dominant pitch ing and 
a deep lineup, the Wellesley 
Wildcats captured the first-
ever Under-16 Boys Canadian 
Fastball Championship in 
Fredericton, New Bruns wick 
on August 10.

Video cameras part of new 
WMC security system

The township opted to 
spend $60,000, most of it on 
video surveil lance, to equip 
the Woolwich Memo rial Centre 
with a security system. 

The building was vandal-
ized last New Year’s Eve when 
young offenders broke in 
undetected. Damage topped 
$100,000. While there were 
conduits for a security system 
as part of the $23-million build-
ing opened in 2009, a security 
system was never installed. 

Reversing course August 
12, councillors approved a 
plan that would see extensive 
monitoring put in place. Along 
with a range of motion sensors 
and glass-break detectors, the 
system includes video cameras 
and recording devices. That 
surveillance equipment made 
up two-thirds of the $60,000 
price tag, which came in 
$10,000 over the township’s 
budget for the project.

Mitch Klie named  
captain of Sugar Kings

With just over a week before 
training camp opened on Au-
gust 23, the Elmira Sugar Kings 
announced that the club’s 
new captain would be for ward 
Mitch Klie. 

“I think it is a good choice, 
we had a lot of talk about it 
with Paul Jennings, myself 
and the coaching staff, and 
we leave it up to the coaches 
and I think they made a great 
choice,” said Keith Stewart, 
director of hockey operations. 

Jacks name Reid Denstedt 
as new captain

Veteran Wellesley Applejacks 
player Reid Denstedt took 
over the team as captain in his 
fourth and final year playing for 
the Junior C team. He inherited 
the title from Brett MacDonald, 
who aged-out of the league. 

General manager Bill Gre-
binski says Denstedt is a local 
talent who has been a proven 
leader for the Jacks.

SEPTEMBER
CPAC calls out province on 
failure to deal with contami-
nants

The Ministry of the Environ-
ment is failing the people of 
Elmira, charged the commu-
nity’s environmen tal watchdog 
group. The Chemtura Public 
Advisory Committee (CPAC) 
said the province isn’t doing 
enough to deal with a multi-
tude of chemical con taminants 
buried under ground and leach-
ing into groundwater. 

In a presentation to coun-
cillors September 2, CPAC chair 
Dan Holt said a variety of tox-
ins in and around the Chem-
tura chemical plant remain a 
threat to the envi ronment, 25 
years after the water crisis in 
Elmira.

Wellesley rejects keeping of 
horses in settlement areas

Agreeing with the con cerns 
of anxious neigh bours, Welles-

ley council turned down a re-
quest to allow horses to be kept 
in Linwood. 

Township planners had rec-
ommended council approve a 
zoning bylaw amendment to 
permit Er vin Albrecht at 5209 
Ament Line to keep two horses 
on his property in the settle-
ment area. The animals serve 
as his primary means of trans-
portation. 

But the proposal was re jected 
4-1, with Mayor Ross Kelterborn 
the lone mem ber in favour at a 
September 2 meeting.

Police asked to investigate 
Cowan’s expense claims

A police investigation was 
launched after a review found 
Woolwich Mayor Todd Cowan 
submitted expense claims re-
sulting in a double reimburse-
ment of more than $2,700.

Expenses related to con-
ferences, mileage and meals 
charged on the may or’s town-
ship credit card were also filed 
with the Region of Waterloo. 
Both municipalities took steps 
to prevent a doubling up of 
expense claims in the future. 

A review began in July when 
a citizen got Cowan’s expense 
records from the region at 
the end of June, submitted 
a request under freedom of 
information legislation for the 
mayor’s township expenses 
and then supplied the town-
ship with the region’s records. 
An internal review by both 
municipalities was fol lowed by 
an external inves tigation led 
by municipal law expert John 
Mascarin of the firm of Aird & 
Berlis LLP. 

Cowan paid back a total of 
$2,770.68 in August, calling the 
issue a mistake based on his 
own poor ac counting. 

At a special meeting Sep-
tember 8, Woolwich council 
voted to ask police to investi-
gate the mayor’s expenses.

Fair ambassador crowned
Ashley Jeffries, 17, was 

selected as Wellesley-North 
Easthope Fall Fair ambas sador. 
The Wellesley resident stood 
out from an exceptional field 
of six young women to take the 
2014 ambassador crown at the 
Wellesley arena Sep tember 9.

Officials turn sod at skate park
Skate Elmira broke ground 

September 11 on a new skate-
board facility in Elmira’s Bristow 
Park, with construction getting 
underway the following week.

Expense review widens, legal 
costs grow

The investigation into Todd 
Cowan’s expense claims grew a 
little wider with the referral to 
police of mileage claims re-
lated to the mayor’s at tendance 
of Grand River Conservation 
Authority meetings. 

The GRCA expenses hav-
ing been sent to the township, 

Former teacher Bill Exley (middle) shares a laugh with former students Bruce Headlam, Malcolm Gladwell, Roger Martin and Terry Martin during the alumni roundtable at EDSS on June 7, 
part of the school's anniversary celebration. [file photo]

Woolwich mayor Todd Cowan's expense 
claims became a police investigation.
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The win gave Seiling his 
tenth term at the helm of Re-
gion of Waterloo council.

New trustees in the mix
Scott McMillan became the 

new trustee for Woolwich/
Wellesley on the Waterloo 
Region District School Board, 
defeating David Paisley in the 
race for the spot vacated by 
Paisley’s father, Harold. 

At the Waterloo Catholic 
District School Board, one in-
cumbent repre senting Water-
loo/Wellesley/Woolwich, Frank 
Johnson, was returned, while 
newcomer Melanie Van Alphen 
unseated Janek Jagiellowicz. 

Losing weekend sees 
new coach for Jacks

The Wellesley Apple jacks, 
mired in a losing streak, got 
a new head coach after Paul 
Wilkinson resigned. The most 
recent losses had dropped the 
team’s record to 3-9, second-
last in the Midwestern Junior 
C League. 

General manager Bill Gre-
binski said Wilkinson resigned 
for personal rea sons. The team 
hired Tim Robb from Waterloo 
to take his place.

NOVEMBER
Elmira plant gets $700K grant

Looking to expand their 
product offering, Martin’s 
Family Fruit Farm got a shot in 
the arm from the federal gov-
ernment. 

Kitchener-Conestoga MP 
Harold Albrecht stopped by 
Martin’s Elmira processing fa-
cility November 1 to announce 
a $713,000 matching grant to 
help the company adapt equip-
ment – currently used for Mar-
tin’s apple chip line – for the 
production of veg etable chips.

Collision leads to arrest of 
suspects in Woolwich phar-
macy break-in

An early morning break-in 

a staff review found $465 in 
mileage claims that may have 
been double-billed, as was 
the case with some $2,700 in 
expenses paid by Woolwich but 
also reimbursed to Cowan by 
the Region of Waterloo. The re-
view looked at mileage claims 
submitted to the township that 
coincided with GRCA meet-
ings. Staff categorized mileage 
ex penses in “likely,” “possible” 
and “not likely,” identifying 
$465.52 in suspect claims. 

Meeting September 16, 
council voted to send the latest 
findings to Waterloo Regional 
Police.

Also at the meeting, chief 
administrative officer David 
Brenneman revealed the price 
tag for the legal review to be 
$25,000, split evenly between 
the township and region.

Wellesley picks its Idol
With a strong, smooth voice 

and seemingly effort less skill 
on the keyboard, Ben Cottrill 
was selected the 2014 Wellesley 
Idol. 

After blowing away a packed 
crowd during the competition’s 
final round on September 27 at 
the Wellesley Apple Butter and 
Cheese Festival with renditions 
of Bob Dylan’s “It Ain’t Me 
Babe” and Bill Wither’s “Ain’t 
No Sunshine,” the 16-year-old 
Elmira District Secondary 
School won the judges’ favour.

Heidelberg gas bar gets nod
Dismissing objections from 

concerned neigh bours, Welles-
ley council has cleared the way 
for a new gas station in Heidel-
berg. 

Meeting September 30, 
councillors approved the zon-
ing bylaw amendments needed 
for the project to move ahead 
at 3015 Lobsinger Line.

OCTOBER
Woolwich council approves 
new expense policy, credit 
card controls

Hot on the heels of an in-
vestigation into Mayor Todd 
Cowan’s expense claims, 
Woolwich Town ship put in 
place new policies for council 
expenses and use of corpo rate 
credit cards. 

Councillors meeting Oc tober 
7 approved the new policies. 

Among other guidelines, 
the rules governing ex penses 
clearly disallow as ineligible 
expensing: Items for personal 
use, expenses unrelated to the 
Township of Woolwich, and 
expenses incurred by a third 
party, for example expenses 
paid or requested by a group or 
individual other than an elect-
ed official. Credit card use is to 
be strictly defined and backed 
up with docu mentation.

Woolwich backs call for action 
on Chemtura contaminants

Fed up with foot-dragging 
on the part of Ministry of the 
Environ ment, Woolwich de-
manded quick action to tackle 
con tamination on the Chem-
tura site in Elmira. 

The province has for years 
failed to do anything about 
polluted soil and water around 
the chemical plant, with toxins 
register ing hundreds and even 
thousands of times higher than 
maximum risk levels, said the 
Chemtura Pub lic Advisory 
Committee (CPAC). 

On October 14, the group got 
the backing of a council resolu-
tion call ing for a comprehen-
sive analysis of the site’s pollut-
ants within 60 days, with an 
action plan formulated within 
the following three months of 
the investiga tion.

Sandy Shantz voted new 
Woolwich mayor

Woolwich council got a new 
look, drawing somewhat on 
pre vious incarnations. 

Sandy Shantz, a council lor 
from 2006-2010, handily won 
election as the town ship’s new 
mayor, taking two-thirds of the 
6,680 votes cast. Her tally of 4,431 
votes (66.3 per cent) October 
27 outstripped Doug Hergott’s 
887 (13.3 per cent) and Ward 3 
council lor Bonnie Bryant’s 851 
(12.7 per cent). The incumbent, 
Todd Cowan, trailed the pack 
with 511 votes (7.7 per cent). 

In Ward 1, the six-way race 
for two seats saw some thing 
of a youth movement, with 
27-year-old newcomer Scott 
Hahn capturing the most votes 
with 1,313. Fel low neophyte 
Patrick Mer lihan, 41, was the 
choice of 1,300 voters. 

Running for the first time, 
Dan Holt garnered 1,036 votes, 
while Sebastian Siebel-Achen-
bach took 917. Incumbent Allan 
Poffenroth finished fourth with 
968 of the ballots cast, while 
for mer councillor Ruby Weber 
had 840. 

Ward 3 saw four candi dates 
vying for two seats. First-timer 
Larry Shantz took 1,166 votes 
and former multi-term coun-
cillor Mur ray Martin had 958 
to earn a return to council. 
Conesto go resident Lisa Mac-

Donald was the choice of 871 
vot ers, while West Montrose’s 
Lynne Hare got 658 votes. 

Ward 2’s Mark Bauman was 
returned by acclama tion. 

Voter turnout across the 
township was 37.4 per cent as 
6,722 residents cast a ballot 
from among a total of 17,978 
who were eligible. That was 
up slightly from 36 per cent in 
2010, but much higher than 
the 27 per cent in the election 
before that (2006).

Joe Nowak elected  
mayor in Wellesley

Wellesley council was set to 
see three new faces around the 
table after voters elected Joe 
Nowak as may or, along with 
Peter van der Maas for Ward 
3 and Carl Smit for Ward 4. 
In cumbents Shelley Wagner 
(Ward 1) and Herb Neher (Ward 
2) were re-elected October 27.

Nowak defeated council lors 
Jim Olender and Paul Hergott 
for the position, with 1,301 
votes, a 56.7 per cent major-
ity. Olender secured 516 votes 
(22.5 per cent), with Hergott 
bring ing in 478 (20.9 per cent). 
They both served two terms as 
councillor. 

Only 29 per cent of eli gible 
Wellesley Township voters 
bothered to cast a ballot, the 
first contested election since 
2006. In the last mu nicipal 
election in 2010 all of the 
Wellesley candidates were ac-
claimed.

Seiling returns 
as regional chair

Facing a legitimate chal-
lenge for the first time in years, 
Ken Seiling ended election 
night with a clear win, his 
63,885 votes outstripping Wa-
terloo businessman Jay Aissa’s 
25,615. 

Rounding out the field, 
Moira-Sharon Magee won 4,877 
votes, Robert F. Milligan 4,708, 
John (Johann) Wolf 3,918, Paul 
A. Myles 2,993 and Oscar (Oz) 
Cole-Arnal 2,154. 

and theft in El mira on Novem-
ber 4 ended in a car accident 
and a slew of charges for two 
London men. 

William Kechego, 33, and Pe-
ter Keenan-Dyck, 31 ap peared 
in Kitchener court the same 
day on allega tions of stealing 
$5,000 in drugs from the Wool-
wich Total Health Pharmacy 
on Church Street in Elmira. 

More charges followed after 
police found a shot gun, am-
munition, break-and-enter 
tools and other controlled 
substances in the vehicle when 
they crashed the stolen Honda 
Pilot in Kitchener.

Woolwich wants transfer sta-
tion sold to private operator

The waste transfer station in 
Elmira should be sold to a pri-
vate op erator, Woolwich coun-
cil agreed November 18.

Moreover, the township 
wants the Region of Water loo 
to keep the site open until a 
deal is finalized and control 
handed over to a new owner. 

As it stands, service has 
been scaled back dramati cally 
and the region plans to shutter 
the well-used facility at the end 
of next March. 

Keeping the service go ing 
during any transition is para-
mount in making it economi-
cally viable for a private opera-
tor, township chief administra-
tive offi cer David Brenneman 
told councillors.

Maryhill landmark marks 
160 years

The Commercial Tavern in 
Maryhill marked its 160th anni-
versary the weekend of Novem-
ber 20, a momentous occasion 
for a small-town country bar 
that changed hands numerous 
times over the years. 

Built in 1854 by Louis Frank 
and operated by him until his 
son-in-law Charles Halter took 
over. The hotel had a saddlery, 
a dry-goods store, a shoe store, 
a bank, and a doctor’s office. It’s 
had a variety of uses and own-
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ers in the intervening years.

Honoured for WWII service
From Juno Beach, through 

France, Belgium and Holland, 
Elmira’s Raymond Pond fought 
for Can ada as a gun ner in the 
19th Canadian Army Field 
Regiment during the Second 
World War. 

Some 70 years later, Pond, 
94, was awarded the rank of 
Knight of the National Order 
of the Legion of Honour, the 
most prestigious distinc tion 
bestowed by the government 
of France.

Elmira road, WMC room to 
be named for Richard Rank

Woolwich councillors meet-
ing November 25 to name a 
referee room at the WMC and a 
future road after long-time em-
ployee and community booster 
Rich ard Rank. 

Rank died of a heart attack 
while at work last January 3. 
He was 57. 

One of the referee rooms at 
the Woolwich Memorial Centre 
will be called the Richard Rank 
Referee’s Room in recognition 
of his contributions. A road in 
the next phase of the Bird land 
subdivision in Elmira will be 
named Richard Rank Road in 
recognition of his contribution 
as a long-serving township 
em ployee.

Hachborn named to Cana-
dian Business Hall of Fame

Home Hardware co-founder 
Walter Hach born will add yet 
another feather to his cap next 
spring when the St. Jacobs na-
tive is inducted into the Cana-
dian Business Hall of Fame. 

Hachborn is already a mem-
ber of the Order of Canada, the 
recipient of the Distinguished 
Canadian Retail er Award and 
an honourary doctor of laws.

DECEMBER
Wellesley backs large in-
crease in building fees

After nearly 15 years of 
stagnant development charge 
rates, the cost of building new 
homes is set to rise in Wellesley 
Township.

Councillors meeting Decem-
ber 16 rejected a staff proposal 
to phase in significant in-
creases to residential develop-
ment charges, instead passing 
a bylaw to apply all at once the 
maximum fees allowed by the 
province.

While council was unani-
mous in its support of rais-
ing rates more than 500 per 
cent – to $7,666 from $1,296 
for single- and semi-detached 
units – councillors were split on 
whether or not to phase-in the 
increases, ultimately opting to 
raise fees in one fell swoop.

Joe Nowak (right) was elected mayor of Wellesley Township Oct. 27, with long-time incumbent Ross Kelterborn opting to retire at the end 
of the 2010-2014 term. [file photo]

Sandy Shantz was elected mayor Oct. 27.
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The good news is some of us are starting 
to tackle our record levels of personal debt. 
The bad news is that debt has been fuel-
ing our economy – two-thirds of it based on 
consumer spending. The good news is we’re 
saving more. The bad news is we’re not really 
optimistic about the future.

And we have no idea what that will mean as the econo-
my continues to struggle.

Canadians have lost confidence that the national econ-
omy or their personal financial situation will improve 
any time soon. Perhaps that’s why more Canadians are 
indicating that paying down debt is their top financial 
priority for 2015. A new Nielsen poll for CIBC shows 22 
per cent of respondents listed tackling debt as the num-
ber-one goal, up from 16 per cent last year. The poll, now 
in its fifth year, showed 14 per cent of Canadians saw debt 
as a priority in 2011.

Recent surveys show that Canadians, on average, have 
reduced their personal (non-mortgage) debt, more than 
half don’t have any savings set aside for an emergency/
rainy day.

Last month, Statistics Canada reported that household 
total credit-market debt (mortgages, consumer credit and 
non-mortgage loans) rose to 162.6 per cent of disposable 
income in the quarter, as consumers continued to borrow 
to buy homes that grew less affordable. The growth of 
debt outstripped increases in average income.

Easy credit and low interest rates have fueled the bor-
rowing, with total consumer debt rising 1.5 per cent to 
$1.81-trillion in the latest quarter, a pace that exceeded 
that of disposable income. Most of the $27.4-billion in 
borrowing in the quarter was for mortgages.

Low borrowing costs have made it easier for consumers 
to service their debts. Interest payments made up 6.8 per 
cent of disposable income last quarter, Statistics Canada 
reports, the lowest in records back to 1990. What happens 
if rates start to rise, however?

As the recent Christmas frenzy reminded us, it’s our 
spending habits that have got the better of us: bigger 
homes, new cars, electronic toys and so on. Our wants are 
limitless, while ability to pay for them is not.

Worse still, our real incomes and net worth are in 
decline, meaning we’re borrowing just to maintain the 
status quo. So, even as household debt climbed relative to 
our incomes, we had less than we did last year. Although 
residential real-estate assets increased, this was more 
than offset by the decline in the value of our investment 
in stocks (including mutual funds) and our pensions.

Caught between falling incomes and growing house-
hold debt, we’re using borrowed money to finance day-
to-day expenses rather than consumer goodies.

Clearly debt is a problem at the individual level, just 
as it is with governments. The key to changing the situ-
ation rests not only with cuts and austerity – we should, 
however, be saving for the future – but with seeing actual 
economic growth that moves us away from a dependence 
on consumerism as its fuel.

While this week’s CIBC poll indicates we’re concerned 
about debt -- paying it down has become an increasingly 
important priority for those nearing retirement age, with 
Canadians aged 45-64 prioritizing debt repayment sub-
stantially higher versus last year – there’s still far more 
talk than action.

Beyond gov’t debt, 
our own spending 
raises concerns

The main purpose of 
year-end reviews, of course, 
is to hold the ads apart. But 
they can also serve as a kind 
of annual check-up on the 
political health – and also on 
the economic, demographic 
and even physical health 
– of the planet and its teem-
ing human population. So 
imagine that we are a panel 
of high-priced medicos re-
viewing the health status of 
our most important client, 
the human race.

The first thing to note is 
that the client is still piling 
on weight at an alarming 
rate – up from two billion 
units to seven billion in the 
past 75 years – but continues 
to thrive, for the most part. 
And most of the ailments 
that it worries about are 
mere hypochondria.

Take, for example, the 
widespread concern (at least 
in the media and among 
what Bob Fisk calls the 
“think-tank mountebanks”) 
that the emergence of the 
so-called Islamic State in the 
no man’s land between Iraq 
and Syria will lead to catas-

Looking at the state of our health as 2014 comes to an end
trophe. There will allegedly 
be a surge in terrorist attacks 
around the world, a Sunni-
Shia religious war spanning 
the entire Middle East, or 
even a global religious war 
between Muslims and every-
body else.

The Sunni fanatics and 
the Shia fanatics are far too 
busy trying to kill each other 
to have time to spare for 
attacking non-Muslims. (Be-
sides, most Muslims don’t 
want to attack anybody; they 
just want to be left in peace.) 
Quite a lot of the slaughter 
in Iraq and Syria is driven 
by religion, but we are still 
a long way from a religious 
conflict that directly in-
volves the really important 
states of the Middle East: 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Turkey 
and Iran.

Even the anticipated 
surge in terrorist attacks out-
side the region is not likely 
to come to pass. The only 
strategic purpose for such 
attacks by any organized 
group of Islamist extrem-
ists is to gain support and 
recruits within their own 
region. If they can lure West-
ern powers into killing lots 
of Muslims in their region, 
then their cause will prosper 
locally.

As it turns out, Islamic 

State has not even needed 
to carry out terrorist attacks 
in the West to achieve this 
goal. Videos of Western 
hostages being beheaded 
have been enough to get the 
bombing going again, and 
Western governments are no 
more troubled by the sheer 
pointlessness of the bomb-
ing than they were in the 
past. Both sides are playing 
for the home audience, and 
really don’t care much about 
the impact of their actions 
on the alleged enemy.

The whole “Islamic State” 
panic is a tempest in a fairly 
small teacup. The casualties 
are small, and the entire re-
gion matters little economi-
cally or strategically except 
to its own inhabitants. Even 
in the unlikely event that 
a Sunni-Shia religious war 
should engulf the whole of 
the Middle East, it would 
have no more effect on the 
rest of the planet than the 
European wars of religion 
four centuries ago had on 
the Middle East. That is to 
say, hardly any.

So in terms of the global 
system’s health, the rise 
of radical Islamism is not 
a life-threatening disease. 
It’s a local infection that 
will probably have to run its 
course. If it really gets bad, 

some quarantine measures 
may be needed, but this is 
not ebola.

Speaking of which, the 
ebola outbreak in Africa 
seems on the way to being 
contained, although it will 
probably remain as a low-
level chronic problem in the 
three West African countries 
where it reached epidemic 
status: Sierra Leone, Liberia 
and Guinea. There is a small 
risk that ebola might take 
root in a densely populated 
country whose people travel 
widely, like Nigeria or, even 
worse, India, but so far, so 
good.

The other great shock of 
2014 was a war in Europe. 
The Ukrainian revolution of 
last February was a messy 
and complicated busi-
ness, but it need not have 
ended in Russia’s illegal an-
nexation of Crimea and in a 
Russian-backed separatist 
war in Ukraine’s two east-
ernmost provinces.

We owe that mainly to 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s worldview as a for-
mer agent of the KGB, the 
Soviet secret police, which 
(as the old saying had it) 
thwarted 10 anti-Soviet plots 
for every one that actually 
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Just once, it would be nice for governments to have a New Year’s resolution that actually involved benefiting the public instead of themselves.
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If you must make a resolution, give yourself an out

i’m not one for resolu-
tions per se, though this 
time of year brings to mind 
changes. When it comes 
to diet – eating less, eating 
better – there’s nothing 
like the holiday indul-
gences to make us aware 
that at least a little detox-
ing would be a good idea. 
Eating better is, after all, 
a prime resolution at this 
time of year.

So, here we are three 
days into the new year. 
Have you broken any reso-
lutions yet? Chances are 
if you made a resolution, 
you’ll break it.

U.S. studies show fewer 
than half of us still make 
resolutions, with only 
about eight per cent stick-
ing with them through the 
year. 

As Mark Twain put it 
more colourfully, “Yester-
day, everybody smoked 
his last cigar, took his last 
drink and swore his last 
oath. Today, we are a pious 
and exemplary commu-
nity. Thirty days from now, 

we shall have cast our ref-
ormation to the winds and 
gone to cutting our ancient 
shortcomings considerably 
shorter than ever.”

Of New Year’s inten-
tions, he added, “Now is 
the accepted time to make 
your regular annual good 
resolutions. Next week you 
can begin paving hell with 
them as usual.”

What is it about a new 
calendar year that makes 
us eager to reinvent our-
selves, if only a little bit? 
The coming of a new year 
is seen as a fresh start and 
a time for deciding what 
needs to be changed and 
where to go next. It’s for 
these reasons that so many 
people make new year’s 
resolutions to accomplish 
things such as to exercise 
more, quit smoking, pay 
off debt, save more money, 
complete projects, get 
organized, further educa-
tion, lose weight, and the 
like.

Perhaps there’s an end-
less optimism that we can 
change, that we can be 
better – which, of course, 
recognizes that we all have 
something in our lives that 
we wish to alter. Psycholo-
gists tells us this is normal 

human behaviour, adding 
that the tough part is ac-
tually following through 
on the impulse for self 
improvement. In other 
words, fantasizing about a 
better you, about an ideal-
ized version of you – most 
of us can actually picture 
ourselves that way – will 
remain just that: a fantasy. 
Unless, that is, we are will-
ing to work hard to make 
the dream a reality.

Each December people 
around the world are filled 
with motivation and en-
thusiasm. They promise 
themselves that in the New 
Year they’ll start going to 
the gym, give up smok-
ing, start saving money, 
and begin a new career… 
But year after year people 
continue to fail to achieve 
their New Year’s resolu-
tions, often by the time 
they reach February or 
March. 
Countless studies indicate 
that anywhere between 
75 to 95 per cent of people 
fail to achieve their resolu-
tions. Maybe that’s why 
fewer of us are even both-
ering to do so. A recent 
survey shows almost 70 
per cent of Americans 
said they don’t make New 

Year’s resolutions, up 10 
percentage points from 
just a few years ago.

Even without a formal 
resolution, there is some-
thing about rolling into 
a new year that gives us 
hope for a new start.

As Timothy A. Pychyl, 
an associate professor of 
psychology at Carleton 
University in Ottawa, notes 
in his research, personal 
goals that have been ne-
glected or forgotten resur-
face with the beginning of 
a new year – hope springs 
eternal.

Having made a long 
study of procrastination, 
he knows very well what 
happens to our good inten-
tions most of the time.

“One of the strangest 
things about intentions for 
the new year is that they 
are often made during the 
holidays; a time when our 
schedules change, and we 
may even feel a little less 
rushed with the day-to-day 
tasks that typically occupy 
us,” he writes in Psychol-
ogy Today. “So, when we 
think ahead to adding a 
new project to our com-
mitments or, more likely, 
bringing renewed atten-
tion to a neglected project, 

we optimistically believe 
that there will actually be 
more time in the new year 
as well. Why?

“Research shows that we 
are biased in our predic-
tions of the future by our 
present circumstances. 
This ‘presentism’ leads us 
to believe we’ll feel less 
stressed in January just 
as we do now during the 
holidays.”

Basking in the holiday 
glow, we feel that we can 
make the changes we’re 
resolving to make – no 
problem. In the future. 
Later. After we keep doing 
what we’re doing for the 
time being.

“There’s nothing like a 
good intention for later to 
make us feel good now. We 
have made an important, 
perhaps even noble, inten-
tion for change, but we 
don’t have to do anything 
until later. We feel great, 
and with the presentism 
bias, we also predict that 
we’ll feel like engaging in 
that task in the future too,” 
notes Pychyl.

Of course, that’s not the 
case. 

Getting up early and go-
ing for a walk seems like 
a fine idea as you enjoy 

another helping of en-
hanced eggnog sitting in 
your easy chair. Later, the 
alarm clock, darkness and 
sound of the wind howling 
quickly disabuse you of 
that warm glow.

You have much more 
chance of fulfilling your 
New Year’s resolution if 
you look at it as gaining 
something rather than 
giving up something – par-
ticularly if it’s something 
you enjoy ... like sitting on 
the couch and quaffing a 
drink instead of going out 
for a walk.

Luckily, the good profes-
sor even has contingencies 
for that.

“Expect to “fall off 
the wagon” for whatever 
intention you have. Ex-
pecting that you will fail 
at times, you can now 
make one more important 
pre-decision. This time, 
the pre-decision is to be 
ready to forgive yourself 
when you falter and to try 
again.  Just make sure that 
trying again is not some-
thing you put off until your 
next year’s resolution. Pro-
crastination on these goals 
is one of the main reasons 
that we ring in the new 
year with our old projects.”

What’s your New Year’s resolution?

“To read at least 15 minutes every day.”

 » Shannon Bell

“I don’t have one.”

 » Matt Juszczyk

“To get as many people in the community 
working out at the gym, leading a happy, 
healthy lifestyle.”

 » Pam Esbaugh

“I don’t have one.”

 » Mackenzie Meyer-Hounsell

“To spend more time with my family.”

 » Barney Kuntze

"Climate change is the spectre at every feast, the unstoppable rot that undermines every positive development." Gwynne Dyer | 8
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The MONITOR VeRBATIM ThIS WeeK IN hISTORY

NATIONAl VIeW Dyer: We do actually have some 
problems in need of action
FROM | 8

 » Insurance Bureau of Canada 

When “That 
will never 
happen 
to me” 
happens.

1201022CN State Farm Canadian Head Office, Aurora, Ontario

I'm ready to help.

There’s never a good time for 
an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count 
on State Farm® to be there 
quickly so you can get your life 
back to normal. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Jeff Watkin, Agent
151 Frobisher Dr, Ste A204
Waterloo, ON  N2V 2C9
Bus: 519-886-4470
jeff.watkin.icjk@statefarm.com

existed.
The KGB was full of very 

clever people – indeed, it 
was the most intelligent and 
best informed part of the 
old Soviet regime, one of the 
world’s strongholds of insti-
tutionalized stupidity – but 
it was also a nest of paranoid 
fantasists. You may debate 
to your heart’s content 
whether this was a Russian 
cultural phenomenon or an 
extreme case of the disease 
that infects every great-
power spy agency, but that’s 
why Putin reacted the way 
he did.

Western European gov-
ernments are so divided and 
introspective that they could 
not come up with a credible 
plan to boil an egg, and they 
care very little about the 
parts of Eastern Europe be-
yond the European Union’s 
borders. The only section 
of the American population 
that sees President Obama’s 
administration as capable 
of hatching a plot is the ex-
treme right, and they think 
he’s a foreign-born Commu-
nist plotting the overthrow 
of the United States.

Various Western politi-
cians showed up in Kiev to 
cheer the protesters on, but 
these were just the usual 
suspects taking advantage 
of a good photo op. Their 
real intended audience, as 
usual, was back home. As 
for NATO, it is another Cold 
War institution that has long 
outlived its purpose, but 
it no more wants to bring 
Ukraine into the fold than it 
longs to recruit Mongolia as 
a member. Too much trou-
ble, and no profit whatever.

There was no Western 
plot, but Putin is driven by 
the belief that there was. 
He has taken Russia into a 
confrontation with the West 
that it cannot win, and the 
country’s economy is al-
ready crumbling under the 
twin strains of coping with 
Western sanctions and the 
collapse of the oil price. He 
is finding it almost impos-
sible to back away without 
losing face, but he has noth-

ing to gain by continuing the 
conflict either. Risk of a new 
Cold War: minimal.

So far the patient’s health 
is looking pretty good. There 
is the usual clutter of minor 
ailments – a mini-civil war 
here (Libya, South Sudan), 
civil rights protesters under 
attack there (Hong Kong, 
Missouri) – and there is a 
significant possibility that 
2015 will bring another re-
cession. That’s as inevitable 
as catching a cold once in 
a while. But there has been 
nothing really out of the 
ordinary this year, nothing 
that sets off alarm bells.

The only big worry the 
doctors have is the same 
one that has bothered them 
for the past 25 years: the 
patient simply won’t stop 
smoking. Their increasingly 
grave warnings are met with 
empty promises to cut back 
or quit entirely, but not right 
now, just some time far in 
the future. Maybe.

The news flows in end-
lessly, and some of it has 
significant impact on many 
people’s lives – a billion 
people’s lives when India 
elects a new prime minister 
or China gets an (unelected) 
new president, both of 
which happened this year. 
But truly fundamental 
change is much rarer than 
people think (and than the 
media encourage them to 
think). Now that the threat 
of large-scale nuclear war 
has died down, only one 
thing qualifies.

Climate change is the 
spectre at every feast, the 
unstoppable rot that un-
dermines every positive 
development. The failure at 
Copenhagen in 2009 bleeds 
indistinguishably into the 
fudge at Durban in 2011 
and on into the feeble com-
promise in Lima in 2014, 
which sets us up for the 
bigger disappointment of 
Paris in 2015. And even if by 
some miracle we get a use-
ful agreement in Paris next 
year, nothing will actually 
be done until 2020.

The patient thinks there’s 
still plenty of time to quit. 
There isn’t.

Heavy rains and winds that swept across Ontario and Quebec on 
November 24 and 25 caused more than $90 million in insured 
damage. The storm brought wind gusting as strong as 100 
kilometres per hour, causing widespread damage. Trees fell on 
buildings and vehicles, and hydro lines were downed, causing 
power outages for tens of thousands of people.

 » Russian tycoon Mikhail Khodorkovsky, who spent 10 years in jail before he was 
pardoned, dismissed this week’s verdict against anti-corruption campaigner  Alexei 
Navalny as Putin’s revenge

“[I’m] not even surprised that Putin and his entourage are capable 
of vile tricks, deception, forgery and manipulation — they are not 
capable of anything else.”

 » From the Jan. 3, 2004 edition of The Observer

Tighter security may be in order following a month that saw 16 
Elmira businesses broken into, warn police. All of the recent 
incidents involved forceful entry, most of the time through a 
doorway. That was the case when an unknown individual or 
individuals broke into the Elmira Pool overnight Dec. 27. Once 
inside, those involved rummaged through the office area. A small 
floor safe – which had been secured to the floor – was also taken.

Bratwurst or 
Oktoberfest Sausages

$3.29
3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from January 5th – January 10th

Fresh Cut

Store Made Deli Sliced Store Made Smoked 

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Store Made Deli Sliced 

Roast TurkeyStewing Beef

Roast Beef Picnic Hams

REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb

$5.99 $6.99 REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb

$1.99 REG. PRICE
$2.69 ea.$7.49 REG. PRICE

$8.99 /lb

REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb

Store Made Let us help you make 
your slow cooker 
happy! We have 

everything you need!
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Kings look to build on hot 
streak after holiday break
Putting up three wins in four nights 
before Christmas, the team also saw 
stars shine in showcase game

Despite some close losses, GM likes the progress he’s seeing; team getting its roster back in good shape

scott barber

Galea | 12

jacks | 12

Applejacks lose battle to Tavistock in double overtime
whitney neilson

oPen
coUntry

When it 
comes to fly 
fishing, the 
eyes have it

I spent this weekend ty-
ing flies. If you had walked 
in on me, however, you 
might have thought I was 
performing some form of 
delicate micro-surgery – 
although, if you know any-
thing about micro-surgery 
you would have quickly 
realized that even surgeons 
do not need as much light-
ing and magnification as I 
possessed. 

I’d like to think that my 
failing eyesight has a lot to 
do with a lifetime of tying 
tiny flies and not with any 
of the other highly embar-
rassing things people at-
tribute to failing eyesight. 
So just to set the record 
straight, I will state cat-
egorically that, as a youth, 
I spent precious little time 
reading educational books 
in low light.

Whatever the reason, 
my eyesight, in close, has 
diminished to the point 
where I must don a pair 
of jeweler’s glasses just to 
see the magnifying lens I 
am about to use. And this 
whole rig is just so I can see 
the hook that is in my fly-
tying vise.

The fallout of this is that 
my already enormous – 
some would say Lemur-like 

not so Great

outdoorsman / 

steVe Galea

Winners of five 
straight, the Elmira 
Sugar Kings spent the holi-
day break with a five-point 
cushion atop the Greater 
Ontario Junior Hockey 
League’s Midwestern Con-
ference standings. 

But with 18 games re-
maining before the play-
offs, head coach Jeff Flana-
gan says the most competi-
tive hockey is still to come.

“We did an assessment 
just before the break and 
we felt that we have been 
playing fairly well,” Fla-
nagan said. “Overall, we 
thought that we started 
out (the season) not quite 
as well as we would have 
liked even though we won 
some games. Then, we 
went on a 12-game winning 
streak where we were play-
ing quite well, and as we 
headed towards Christmas 
we had lots of guys writ-
ing university and college 
exams along with some ill-
ness, injuries and suspen-
sions that provided some 
adversity for us to deal 
with. However, I thought 
we came through it fairly 
well and then the break 
came at a time that was cer-
tainly opportune for us in 
that it has allowed some of 
the guys to get healthy.”

He continued, “Overall, 
we feel like we have put 
together a solid first two-

Double overtime 
wasn’t enough time for 
the Wellesley Applejacks 
to defeat the Tavistock 
Braves, as they fell 3-2 last 
Saturday after a tight game.

Wellesley’s Josh Bickell 
opened the scoring five min-
utes into the game, helped 
by Reid Denstedt. But when 
presented with a power 

play, Tavistock’s Jake Wiffen 
(Jared Yantzi, Tayler Trach-
sel) fired one past goalie Tim 
Bester to tie things up.

General manager Bill 
Grebinski said despite 
coming so close to winning 
it was a good game. 

“That’s a couple now in 
a row we’ve lost in over-
time,” Grebinski said. “So 
close, we just can’t get that 
bounce. We had a couple 

opportunities we missed. 
The guys are enthused. 
It’s not like they’re losing 
games and they’re down.”

Both goalies remained 
vigilant in the second 
frame, not letting any 
pucks slip past their grasp, 
despite Tavistock attempt-
ing 13 shots on net, to 
Wellesley’s six.

The Braves pulled ahead 
early in the third period 

with a goal from Dylan 
Yantzi (Trachsel, Maverick 
Petrie). They didn’t keep 
their lead long though, 
as the Jacks’ Cal Jefferies 
tied it three minutes later, 
assisted by Tyler Seguin 
and Matt Schieck. Jefferies 
leads the team in points 
with 14 goals and 17 assists.

“I don’t think the sta-
tistics indicate the type of 
games we’ve been play-

ing,” Grebinski explained. 
“We really haven’t had a 
lot of big losses. One goal 
here, one goal there. Obvi-
ously we want to turn that 
around and win those keys 
game going forward.”

They headed into over-
time where despite having 
seven shots, Tavistock 
couldn’t end the game. 
But 22 seconds into double 
overtime Tavistock’s Jor-

dan Ritsma (Matthew Lup-
ton) scored a clutch goal. 

Tavistock outshot 
Wellesley 49-25. The Braves 
spent 24 minutes in the 
penalty box compared to 
the Jacks’ 14. 

“We don’t want to sit in 
eighth place in playoffs,” 
Grebinski said. “Ideally 
we’d like to slide some-

thirds of the season and we 
are certainly looking for-
ward to getting back at it. 
… We’re going to take it one 
game at a time the rest of 
the way through and work 
really hard to maintain the 
top spot in the standings. 
It’s not going to be easy, as 
teams really start to find 
their stride in the new year; 
we also have a tough sched-
ule coming up.”

A first-place finish would 
give the Kings the 
highly coveted 
home-ice advan-
tage through the 
play- offs, Flanagan 
added. 

In their last action before 
Christmas the Kings were 
red hot, earning three vic-
tories in four nights.

On December 18, Elmira 
doubled up on Brantford 
6-3 on the road. 

The next night, they 
topped the Hurricanes 4-3 
in Guelph.

And on December 21, the 
Kings bettered Brantford 
6-3 once again, this time on 
home ice.

While the club took some 
much needed R&R for the 
holidays, seven standout 
Kings took part in the GO-
JHL all-star and prospect 
games on December 27 at 
the Waterloo Memorial Rec-
reation Complex.

Defencemen Adam Bru-
bacher and Mac Clutsam 
along with forwards Mitch 

Sugar King Adam Brubacher chases down the puck during last weekend’s GOJHL All-Star game in Waterloo. [whitney neilson / the observer]

Klie and Mitch Wright led 
the Midwestern Conference 
to a 10-7 victory over the 
Western Conference, under 
an all-Kings coaching staff 
of Flanagan and assistants 
Jeff Snyder and Trent 
Brown.

Goalie Jonathan Rein-
hardt, defencemen Connor 
Hall and forward Ethan 
Skinner skated for the 
Midwestern young guns in 
a 9-6 loss to the Western 
prospects. 

“The all-star and pros-
pect games are big feathers 
in the cap for our play-
ers,” Flanagan said before 
pointing out that there 
were many other worthy 
players who didn’t quite 
make the squads this year. 

“There was a good turnout 
of NCAA and CIS scouts 
there to have a look at the 
players, so that is a real 
positive.”

Among the Kings taking 
part, Skinner shone in the 
prospect game, notching 
two goals.

“(Skinner) has really 
come along this year,” Fla-
nagan said. “His output is 
100 per cent all the time 
and if he makes a mistake 
he’s able to correct it right 
away; that leads to him 
getting better and that in 
turn generates the interest 
of other teams who recog-
nize that he’s a dangerous 
player.”

As the Kings rested up for 
the homestretch, manage-

ment acquired defenceman 
Marselis Subban (cousin 
of P.K.) for cash from the 
Cambridge Winter Hawks.

Kings director of hockey 
operations Keith Stewart 
commented on the move. 

“He’s an offensive de-
fenceman,” he said. “It’s 
going to take some time 
for him to get up to speed 
because he has been out 
about a month with an 
injury, but we expect big 
things from him once 
he’s able to step into the 
lineup.”

Subban spent parts of the 
last two seasons with the 
Saginaw Spirit of the On-
tario Hockey League.

kinGs | 12
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– eyes are magnified under 
those jeweler’s glasses to 
the point of startling. Some 
people have actually mis-
taken me for an owl.

Others who have walked 
into my fly-tying room to 
ask me a question, have lik-
ened it to a feeling of sud-
denly being watched by the 
Eye of Sauron. And I’m told 
this can be disconcerting. 

Needless to say, this is 

entertaining in the home 
but probably not some-
thing I want to cultivate 
out on the water. It’s one 
thing to make a person yelp 
and spill coffee but quite 
another to make them drop 
an expensive fishing rod. 

The thing is I’m not 
unique in this. Most of 
my 50-something, angler 
friends are undergoing 
variations of this vision 
quest. In fact, it’s so com-

mon that the majority of us 
have almost as many read-
ing glasses in our fishing 
vests as flies. 

Which would be fine if 
we didn’t suffer from an-
other common malady of 
the middle-aged – forget-
fulness. When combined, 
this often means we have 
all our reading glasses in 
the fly fishing vest we for-
got at home. 

As a result, on the river 

or lake, we sometimes have 
to rely on fellow anglers to 
thread our tippets through 
the eye of the hook and tie 
the knot too. I have learned 
to be very suspicious of 
these knots. And you 
should learn the same.

With all this inconve-
nience you might wonder 
why middle-aged anglers 
still tie and fish with tiny 
flies rather than turn to us-
ing larger, easier to handle 

offerings.
Well, it’s mostly a matter 

of pride. Plus, despite all 
the growth hormones in our 
environment, the insects 
we are trying to imitate (and 
by that I mean with artifi-
cial flies rather than facial 
expressions) are not getting 
any larger. And the fish are 
not getting any less fussy.

In order to be successful, 
we need to be able to work 
with flies in smaller sizes 

on occasion. 
But more to the point, 

having small flies in your 
fly box is a great remedy for 
that friend who typically 
outfishes you. When you 
arrive at the river and are 
about to split up, tell him 
that a particular size 18 fly 
worked wonders here last 
week – and hand him a 
couple.

But only if he forgot his 
fishing vest at home.

galea: As fishermen get older, they have to start eyeing up new ways to enjoy tying flies
from | 11

Centre Peel
Public and Secondary School

7623 Sixth Line, Mapleton Township

Registering new students

“Helping Hands, Caring Hearts, Learning Together”
For more information contact

 Rhonda Gingrich, Principal at 519-638-2668 or 
rhonda.gingrich@ugdsb.on.ca

JK to Grade 12 for the
2015 - 2016 school year

Kindergarten Registration Feb. 2 - 6, 2015

Secondary School  Information Night
Tues. Jan. 13, 2015 at 6 p.m.

What better way to 
KICK OFF 2015 than with a 

Members $96 • Non-Members $120

Join us today!

Wednesday Jan 7th @ 6:15am
2x week for 6 weeks, 6:15am-7am
January 7th – Feb 13th, 2015

MORNING BOOTCAMP STARTS:

Monday Jan 5th @ 5:45pm
3x week for 4 weeks, 5:45 – 6:30pm
January 5th – January 30th, 2015

EVENING BOOTCAMP STARTS:

3606 Lobsinger Line, St Clements ON

519-218-5000 www.thefitnessedge.ca

Increase Energ y,  Build  Muscle
Lose Weight  & Inches!

BOOTCAMP

Hearing Doctor
By Juliane Shantz, Au.D.

PALMERSTON
888-745-5550

ELMIRA
519-669-4425

KITCHENER
519-743-7000

Doctor of Audiology

The

SOUND FISHY?
It is already known that fatty cold-water fish, such as salmon, contain 
omega-3 fatty acids that have been proven to stave off heart disease, 
dementia, cancer, depression, and arthritis. New research indicates that 
consuming oily fish (such as sardines, salmon, and mackerel) may also 
help preserve hearing ability. According to an 18-year study involving 
over 65,000 nurses, those who ate oily fish at least twice a week were 
20% less likely to develop deafness than those who rarely ate fish. In 
fact, consuming any type of fish (including tuna, dark fish, light fish, or 
shellfish) was found to be associated with lower risk of hearing loss. 
These findings suggest diet may be important in the prevention of 
acquired hearing loss.

If you believe you have a hearing loss, please call EAR & HEARING 
CLINIC. Our highly trained staff provides hearing healthcare in a 
manner that provides you with the information you need for a successful 
experience with your new hearing instruments. A hearing instrument 
will never bring your hearing back to normal, but it will improve your 
ability to understand speech and to hear the sounds your hearing loss is 
masking. Our wheelchair accessible and spacious new office features 
state of the art technology in a patient-centered environment.

where up around sixth. 
If we don’t get there they 
know mentally it’s Ayr or 
New Hamburg in the first 
round, which would be a 
tougher game for us.”

He said the big differ-
ence between their team 
and Ayr is age. They’re 
carrying a much younger 
team. He expects a few 
players will move to Junior 
B and one player will go to 
Tier 2 Junior A next year. 

“We’ve done a great job 
in developing the players 
that want to move forward. 
We’ll have a lot of return-
ing players and that’ll help 
us for the next two years,” 
Grebinski said.

Their newest player, 
Hayden Stewart, had his 
first game with the Jacks 
against Tavistock. They 
acquired him from Barrie 
via the Burford Bulldogs.

“He’s a young forward 
and has a lot of energy and 
he’s a really gritty player,” 
Grebinski said.

He added they’re work-
ing to bring in another 
guy from Barrie who will 
hopefully be playing this 

weekend. This would fill up 
their roster.

“We’re back to full 
strength now. Everybody’s 
healthy and the holidays 
are pretty much behind us 
so Sunday’s game should 
be putting us back into fo-
cus,” Grebinski said.

The Jacks held their an-
nual Teddy Bear toss on 

Saturday. The first Welles-
ley goal of the night was 
met with a downpour of 
stuffed animals from the 
crowd. More than 100 were 
gathered and donated to pe-
diatrics units in Stratford.

The Jacks return home 
January 4 to play the Bur-
ford Bulldogs. Game time 
is 7:30 p.m.

The Kings will need all 
the help they can get in 
what promises to be an ex-
citing playoff run, Flanagan 
said.

“There are a number of 
areas that we are going to 

from | 11

jacks: Back in action Sunday vs. Burford

from | 11 be working on as we head 
down the stretch. One is 
that we feel like we’ve been 
giving up too many shots. 
We’re also going to be work-
ing towards finding better 
consistency within games. 
There have been too many 
games where we are great 

one period and not as good 
the next. We’ve got to find 
a way to stay on an even 
keel and limit the ups and 
downs.”

The boys get back at it 
Saturday in Brantford and 
will host Guelph tomorrow 
at 2 p.m. at the WMC.

kings: Heading into an important stretch

wMha naMes Photo contest winner

Woolwich Minor Hockey Association’s first annual Sponsor Appreciation Photo Contest was won by Kraemer Woodcraft Inc of St. Jacobs  for 
the photo by Jeff Brubacher of the Woolwich Wildcat Peewee LL#2 team: Ryan Shantz, Cole Brubacher, William Carter, Patrick Perry, Tyson 
Kraemer, Matt Deyell, Seth Horst, Ben Fretz, Owen Schieck, Malcolm Sager, Jamie Reichard, Tyler Schieck.

More than 100 stuffed animals were collected during the Jacks’ annual Teddy Bear Toss on 
Dec. 27. [whitney neilson / the observer]
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Venture
Food For thought/ 
owen roberts

FIELD
NOTES

AwArds / recognizing their eFForts

Nominees announced for 
business excellence awards

Farmers need to look 
differently at consumers in 
the New Year … not just as 
customers, but as custom-
ers with problems. 

Here’s why. American 
venture capitalist Dave Mc-
Clure, a branding expert, 
urges business people to 
understand customers 
don’t care about your solu-
tions, they care about their 
problems. 

Reflecting back then on 
the year that’s passing, as 
well as thinking towards 
the one ahead, I wonder if 
McClure’s problem-based 
approach might work for 
the agri-food sector, too, 
which continues to strug-
gle at home with percep-
tion and outside pressure.  
You might think it’s a given 
that farmers consider con-
sumers to be their custom-
ers.  But incredibly, that’s 
not always the case. Some 
believe the next person in 
the value chain – such as 
the person who directly 
buys their crops and live-
stock – is their customer. 

And yes, it’s certainly 
important to care about 
your business colleagues’ 
problems.

Imperative, in fact. 
But ultimately, consum-

ers buy or use what farmers 
produce, regardless of how 

Farmers 
need to get 
in step with 
consumers 
in 2015

roberts | 14

Some local groups, organizations with ties to the area among those to be feted at Greater 
Kitchener and Waterloo Chamber of Commerce gala event next month in Kitchener

Drayton Entertainment and Alex Mustakas are one of the nominees in the chamber’s latest round of awards. [file photo]

The nominations are in 
for the Greater Kitchener 
Waterloo Chamber of Com-
merce Business Excellence 
Awards and a number of lo-
cal ventures made the cut.

The nominees are: in the 
business of the year cat-
egory (over 50 employees), 
Conestoga Meat Packers; 
for hospitality and tourism, 
Drayton Entertainment 
and the Courtyard Marriott 
St. Jacobs; and for the envi-
ronment and sustainability 
award the Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee of Ontario.

Winners will be an-
nounced at the 2015 Busi-
ness Excellence Awards 
Gala February 19 at Binge-
mans’ Marshall Hall in 
Kitchener.

According to the cham-
ber, “The Business Excel-
lence Awards Gala was 
established to recognize 
those businesses who have 
made exceptional contri-
butions through their in-
volvement and leadership, 
making a clear difference 
and who act as role models 
in the community.

“Each and every year our 
Gala is an affair to remem-
ber as nearly 900 of the 
region’s top business pro-
fessionals take over Binge-
mans in a truly unique 
atmosphere. Each year’s 
theme is different bringing 
something new to the event 
year in and year out, but 
the goal remains the same: 
honour those who make 
the Waterloo Region busi-

ness community proud. 
Over the years the chamber 
has been privileged with 
the opportunity to recog-
nize truly world-class orga-
nizations, individuals, and 
institutions.”

It’s an honour to be 
recognized alongside the 
region’s top organizations, 
Drayton Entertainment’s 
artistic director Alex Mus-
takas said. 

“We are in some great 
company throughout all of 
the different categories. This 
whole region is really be-
coming a remarkable place 
to live and play and to do 
business and these awards 
are a reflection of that. ... 
There has been great leader-
ship with the chamber to 
really provide an output for 
creativity throughout every 
sector and to create the abil-
ity for companies to work 
together.”

He added, “It was a great 
year for Drayton Entertain-
ment. It started out slow 
in March and April; I think 
that we had such a long 
winter people were still 
hibernating. But things re-
ally picked up through the 
summer… I truly believe in 
destination marketing, so 
that when you come to this 
area or any one of our loca-
tions, there are many other 
things for people to do as 
well. We want our shows 
to be the icing on the cake. 
We’ve got great partner-
ships with hotels and other 
attractions and where the 
arts make a case for eco-
nomics, we can prove it. 

With seven theatres around 
the province, that means 
people are travelling a 
little bit and they end up 
staying at the local hotels 
and they may do a bit of 
shopping and they will cer-
tainly be eating at the local 
restaurants. And so the 
icing on the cake is seeing 
our shows and that is what 
keeps them coming back.”

Angelina Malik of Mar-
riott Hotels echoed his 
sentiment. 

“Courtyard by Marriott 
Waterloo/St. Jacobs is 

honored to be nominated 
for this KW Chamber of 
Commerce Award,” she 
said. “Our team recognizes 
that we not only carry  the 
reputation of the Marriott 
Brand but the reputation 
of our local business part-
ners and community who 
have entrusted our high 
energy team  to deliver 
a truly exceptional hotel 
stay experience in this 
beautiful region. We have a 
dynamic, tech savvy team 
who are focused on provid-
ing exceptional customer 

service and committed to 
be the preferred hotel of 
choice in the Kitchener-
Waterloo region.  We are 
truly honored for being 
nominated for the Greater 
Kitchener Waterloo Cham-
ber Business Excellence 
Award.”

A total of 68 businesses, 
organizations and indi-
viduals were nominated 
across 10 categories. 

For further information, 
visit www.greaterkwcham-
ber.com or call 519-749-
6052. 

Visit Martin’s:

ScOTT BarBEr
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many others add value or 
intervene. And as taxpay-
ers and citizens, they also 
can influence the very way 
producers farm. To me, a 
strong case can be made 
for putting consumers near 
the top of the list of farm-
ers’ customers, and figur-

ing out their problems. 
The first step is to con-

sider what is not a problem 
for consumers, when it 
comes to food. 

How about supply? Well, 
that doesn’t seem to be a 
real problem in Canada. 
For the most part, there 
is ample food available in 

Canada, if you can afford 
to buy it. Yet farmers often 
say supply is a problem 
they’re addressing. Well-
intentioned statements 
proclaiming Canadian 
farmers produce an abun-
dance of food – which is 
a pretty popular thing for 
farmers to say, especially 

around the holidays, when 
we eat in abundance – are 
heard often. But supply is 
not one of consumers’ big 
problems. So, then, how 
about affordability? 

Well, it’s insensitive to 
broadly label food afford-
able in Canada, given the 
number of people using 
food banks. But it’s not 
solely the cost of food that 
makes people use food 
banks, it’s the cost of ev-
erything, the cost of living 
in our modern world. And 
compared to many other 
countries, food in Canada 
is relatively affordable. 
There is certainly signifi-
cant competition among 
grocery stores that keep 
prices in check.

But this is not to say 
consumers don’t have 
problems. They do – at 

least two that I can think 
of. And farmers could help 
with both of them. The first 
is food waste, which has 
become a $31-billion a year 
problem. Up to 40 per cent 
of all food is wasted – that’s 
40 per cent of what farm-
ers grow and 40 per cent of 
what consumers buy. 

How wholesome the 
agri-food community 
would seem if it launched a 
campaign to help consum-
ers with food waste. Ex-
plaining the many ways to 
reduce food waste at home 
is not complicated. Start by 
pointing out where waste 
occurs, then explain ways 
to reduce it. 

The second problem con-
sumers have is confusion. 

Consumers have a high 
regard for farmers, but I 
sense they’re starting to 

lose a bit of faith, confused 
by activists’ message about 
farming. Farmers could 
help people with this par-
ticular problem, because 
farmers know the truth. 
They need to engage con-
sumers and tell them the 
truth about food produc-
tion, that what they grow 
and raise helps keep people 
healthy. 

Toeing the line is not 
an option. The pollinator 
brouhaha in Ontario shows 
society and farming are 
falling out of step. And 
that’s a problem for both. 
It’s time to take measures 
that draw consumers and 
farmers closer together.  
Agriculture can help peo-
ple with their problems, 
and it needs a new ap-
proach to keep consumers’ 
faith.

rOBErTS: Farmers need to do more to keep themselves in such high regard with consumers
From | 13

Public Input Meetings on the 
2015 Regional Budget

Public Input meetings are scheduled to gather input on the 2015 Regional Budget.  
The meetings will be held on:

Wednesday, January 21, 2015
6:00 p.m. 

and
Wednesday, February 11, 2015

6:00 p.m. 

Both Meetings will be held at:
Regional Council Chamber

150 Frederick Street, 2nd Floor, Kitchener

If you are interested in Regional services you may wish to attend.

Final budget approval for water and wastewater user rates is scheduled for Wednesday, February 
11, 2015 at 12:00 p.m. and final budget approval for all other Regional services is scheduled for 
Wednesday, March 4, 2015 at 3:00 p.m.

Notice of these meetings is being given in accordance with the “Municipal Act” as amended and 
the Region’s Notice Policy.

Please visit our website for more information on the Regional Budget:  
http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/regionalgovernment/budget.asp or view a budget package 
after January 18, 2015 at the Council & Administrative Services Office, 150 Frederick Street, 2nd 
Floor, Kitchener. To speak to a Finance Department staff person regarding the budget, please call 
Cheryl Braan at 519-575-4705 or email CBraan@regionofwaterloo.ca.

You are welcome to attend any of the scheduled budget meetings or the Council meetings. For 
a copy of the budget schedule please visit our website, as above. You will only be allowed to 
register as a delegation at the two public meetings on January 21st and February 11th, 2015. 
Please call the Council & Administrative Services Office, 519-575-4420 to register to speak at 
the public meetings by 4:30 p.m. on Monday, January 19th (for the January 21st meeting) and 
Monday, February 9th (for the February 11th meeting).

If you require accessible services to participate in these meetings, please contact the Council and 
Administrative Services office by the Friday prior to the meeting.

Kris Fletcher
Regional Clerk

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies 
regarding the budget are being collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision. 
Under the “Municipal Act”, personal information such as name, address, telephone number, 
and property location that may be included in a submission becomes part of the public record. 
Questions regarding the collection of this information should be referred to Cheryl Braan, as above.

TRX • Bootcamps • Personal Training
Sport Conditioning • Nutritional Counseling

Zumba • Yoga

24 Hour
Access

Unlimited
Fitness Classes

519-218-5000 www.thefitnessedge.ca 3606 Lobsinger Line, St Clements ON

F R E E  E N R O L L M E N T

Monthly
Memberships

New Year
New You

Make it Happen

a NEw SIgN OF ThE TImES aT EDSS

Donors, school officials and students gathered for the unveiling of a new sign in front of Elmira District Secondary School on Dec. 18.  
[scott barber / the observer]

SEND YOUR BUSINESS TIPS TO editor@woolwichobserver.com
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THE ARTS
arts grants / at work in the studio

Former Idol winner working on first album
Amy Rola, who won the Wellesley contest in 2013, gets a boost with a grant from the Region of Waterloo Arts Fund

SCOTT BARBER

Winner of the 2013 
Wellesley Idol contest, Amy 
Rola’s bid to produce her 
first full-length album got a 
boost last month.

The 17-year-old singer-
songwriter from St. Agatha 
received a $3,500 grant 
from the Region of Water-
loo Arts Fund.

“This grant is certainly 
incredible,” Rola said. “I 
wouldn’t be able to do 
much more without it. I 
have six songs recorded 
right now and I am hoping 
to get four more done to 
finish my album and that is 
where the grant money will 
be going.”

A Grade 12 student in 
the arts program at East-
wood Collegiate Institute 
in Kitchener, Rola has 
spent much of the last year 
recording at the Sound Dis-
tillery Studio.

A talented country-pop 
musician who thrives be-
hind both the piano and an 
acoustic guitar, Rola was 
one of 20 artists in the re-
gion who will receive some 
$120,000 this year from the 
arts fund.

Since 2002, the fund has 
provided $2,310,748 to 450 
projects.

Applicants are selected 
through a rigorous process, 
enhanced this year with 
the inclusion of a peer as-
sessment panel.

It was a lot of work just 
to put together the applica-

tion, Rola said, but she is 
grateful for the support; 
recording time doesn’t 
come cheap.

Now, she has the shot in 
the arm to keep chasing her 
dream of a career in music.

“After graduation in the 
spring I plan on taking the 
next year off to really focus 
on music,” Rola explained. 
“I am really excited to put 
this album together.”

Rola got started early in 
music, when her mom – a 
classically trained pianist 
– signed her up for music 
lessons at the age of two.

Soon after, it became 
clear she had a gift.

“As soon as some-
body played a song, like 
‘Twinkle, Twinkle,’ I just 
knew how to play it,” Rola 
remembered. “I didn’t have 
to read the music; once 
somebody had shown me 
how to play it, I knew it.”

Like Jimi Hendrix, Rola 
plays by ear. 

Whether she is playing 
piano or strumming on 
her guitar, the music has 
always seemed to just natu-
rally flow out. 

She started writing mu-
sic early, and it quickly 
became her passion.

“It just kind of happens 
for me,” she said. “When I 
play piano, I’ll play random 
notes and they just seem to 
come together; it’s hard to 
explain.”

She’s written more than 
a hundred songs, but it’s 
hard to keep track because 

she doesn’t write them all 
down.

But now she is becom-
ing more diligent, working 
to nail down the final four 
tracks for her album.

Still untitled, Rola de-

clude a variety of heart-
break ballads and upbeat 
songs. 

“I am working hard to 
write a few more tracks 
that will provide the album 
with a good mix of styles,” 

she said. 
To check out Amy Rola’s 

music you can visit her 
website at www.amyrola.
com or connect with her 
through Facebook, Twitter 
or YouTube.

scribes the album’s theme 
as young love. The sound is 
a combination of country 
and pop – think a Canadian 
blend of Taylor Swift, Katy 
Perry, Carrie Underwood 
and Adele – and will in-

Amy Rola, the winner of the 2013 Wellesley Idol competition, received a $3,500 grant to help her complete her first album. [File Photo]

7456 4th Line, 
Wallenstein, Ontario 
519-669-2323 

See our full line of
Branson Tractors
from 24 to 80 hp I N D U S T R I E S

800 250 8750    www.mornington.ca

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira
Milverton - Stratford - Drayton - Listowel

Protection for when you can’t be there
Video Surveillance  •   Theft  •   Fire  •   Flood  •   Carbon Monoxide 

 
Free Basic Installation includes two doors, one motion sensor and one keypad.

Receive 6 months of FREE  
monitoring, plus FREE  

basic installation**

Security monitoring doesn’t have to be 
expensive.  Starting at just $22/month*.
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HELP WANTED

JOB OPENING: 

WOODWORKING 
CRAFTSMAN

Chervin Custom Woodworks Inc. is a leading 
manufacturer of high quality hotel furniture and 
custom kitchen cabinets located on the edge of 
Waterloo in the town of Hawkesville. They are 
in need of qualified woodworking machinist, 
assemblers and finishers. We are looking for 
individuals that have a keen interest in 
woodworking and craftsmanship skill and a 
strong desire to increase this skill. The successful 
candidate will also need to exhibit excellent 
interpersonal and team-building skills. 

To apply for this position please respond with 
your resume and references to  

humanresources@chervin.ca or call 
519-699-5661

HELP WANTED

PLASTIC INJECTION MOLDING POSITIONS

Northfield Metal Products, a respected 
manufacturer of custom metal and plastics 
components, is looking for individuals to join 
our growing Plastics Department team in the 
following positions:
PLASTICS PRODUCTION SCHEDULER

The Production Scheduler would oversee 
demand, inventory, supply, and production 
planning in this department. This individual will 
be responsible for coordinating the activities 
of production and operation employees, such 
as skilled trades, inspectors, machine setters 
and operators. The Production Scheduler will 
ensure that production schedules are created 
and completed on time and on budget.  
The ideal candidate will have knowledge of 
plastics operations, materials, production 
processes, and quality control for maximizing 
the effective manufacture and distribution of 
our plastic products. 
PLASTICS SET UP TECHNICIAN

In this position you would be responsible for 
performing set up of production molds in 
injection molding machines, perform first 
piece and in process part inspections, trouble-
shoot, and optimize equipment and processes. 
Previous experience in plastic injection 
molding with knowledge maintaining related 
equipment and tooling would be preferred. 
A competitive earnings and benefit package is 
available to the successful candidates.
Please forward your resume, complete with 
earnings expectations to:
hr@northfieldmetal.on.ca or mail to:

Northfield Metal Products
P.O. Box 214, 195 Bathurst Drive

WATERLOO, ON N2J 3Z9
Attention:  Human Resources Department
We thank all candidates for their interest, however, 
only those to be interviewed will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

Accountant/Of�ce Manager
Rosendale Farms Ltd. is a local, independent 
agribusiness serving grain producers throughout 
parts of Waterloo, Wellington and Perth counties. Our 
involvement in all aspects of the grain and crop 
inputs business, combined with our solid reputation 
built on integrity and quality to provide great 
customer service is our strength.

At this time, we are accepting resumes to �ll a 
position of Accountant/Of�ce Manager. This is a 
part time position and it will be based out of our 
location near Bloomingdale.

Duties include: payroll, government remittances, 
preparation of month-end �nancials, supervise 
AP/AR and general of�ce administration.

Our ideal candidate will be very ambitious, organized 
and detail-oriented to provide accurate results. Along 
with being a good team player, the candidate will 
need to have excellent communication skills and 
dedicated to great customer service. A minimum 3 
years accounting experience and farming background 
is an asset. Resumes will be accepted until January 
16th, 2015 via fax: 519-578-5168 or via email: 
info@rosendalefarms.com

Part-time Pharmacy 
Assistant required with 

flexible availability.
Drop off resume 

in person at 
10 Church St. W. Elmira

519.669.8282
Attention: Samer Mikhail

WOOLWICH 
TOTAL 

HEALTH 
PHARMACY

Tool aucTion

Sat Jan 10th 9:30 a.m.

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

to be held at

Saw Sharpening, Woodworking, Auto  & Shop Equipment

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

VIEWING: Friday Jan 9th 2015, 1 pm to 4 pm
TERMS: $500 Deposit Required on Each Major Item, or as announced

PRoFESSIoNalS IN ThE oRDERly lIquIDaTIoN aND aPPRaISalS oF coMMERcIal, 
INDuSTRIal, coNSTRucTIoN, MuNIcIPal EquIPMENT & VEhIclES  

5100 FouNTaIN ST. NoRTh, bRESlau, oNTaRIo, N0b 1M0

Check Website for Up to date Lists & Pictures!!!!
No BUYER’S Premium!!!

IDuMa Milling Machine * Engel Mag Slitter Table * Surface Grinder
Skyjack Scissor life * Di-acro Turret Punch * Machine Shop Tooling
arboga 24” Radial Drill * SNaP-oN Wheel balancer * Tire changer
Tablesaw * Wood bandsaw * General VS Wood lathes * Grinders
2-New Generators * 3-Mitre Saws * Delta Scroll Saw * 4+Power Saws
Irrigation Water Sprinklers * Shop Vacs * Pipe Rollers * chainsaw
Ridgid Pipe Dies * Tool box Sets * Roto hammer * Power Snake
Tim/Mig Welders * Power hacksaw * 10 New Diamond blades

5-Work benches * New Exterior Doors/Windows

JIGSaW Puzzle Press * Glass beader cabinet * air compressors
award, Frame & Gift Inventory * Plate Exposer

Foley/belsaw Saw Filers, Setters, Retoothers & Grinders
Tool Grinder * Simplex Reel Mower lapper * belt/Disc grinder

AUCTION HELP WANTED

Ayr CoACh Lines seeks profes-
sional drivers with desire to 
travel canada and the united 
states. candidates must be 
safety focused with strong cus-
tomer service skills, a love of 
driving and a love for people. 
We are recognized leaders in 
the north american motor-
coach industry and proud 
members of the international 
Motorcoach Group. We have 
a modern, attractive fleet of 
coaches and offer a competi-
tive compensation package. 
Please reply via email to: 
willis@ayrcoach.com

nursery Workers needed 
starting March 18, 2014. Pay 
rate $11.00/hour. Working 
hours 7 a.m. - 5 p.m., 6 days 
per week. Work includes field 
potting, weeding in field and 
containers, truck loading, 
digging etc. Must be willing to 
work in all weather conditions 
and weekends. own trans-
portation required. Police 
clearance needed. Please 
send resume to: West Mon-
trose farms ltd., 1614 Halm 
road, West Montrose, on.  
n0B 2V0.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

CrAft CLAsses After 
school for kids grades 
2-6. register now for Jan/
feb session. tuesdays 
in st. Jacobs, Wednes-
days in elmira. theme is 
“treasures”. 226-791-4067 
or email carol@seeing-
squared.com

PLAy GuitAr noW! save 
decades of trying on 
your own. Bob Wilhelm’s 
Guitar instruction studio.  
519-669-5371. est. elmira 
2003, dedicated, trustwor-
thy results.

REAL ESTATE

PrivAte sALe of farm 
(elmira area). 1049 noah 
rd. elmira. 94.6 acres 
(75 workable) with barn, 
house, driving shed, shop, 
silos, rosco bins. offers 
accepted until Jan. 23, 
2015 at 12:00 noon. call  
519-669-3841.

MAking A DiffeRence foR kiDS in kenYA

Blair McKay, Kenyan Kids Foundation Canada chair, Peter Frey from Cribit Seeds, Robert McRae, KKFC treasurer, and Brian Tithecott, KKFC 
secretary, sent this 40-foot shipping container to Kenya last week filled with a water drilling rig, two diesel generators, close to three 
thousand books, four milk coolers, and running gear. Norwell Dairy in Drayton refurbished the milk coolers, which will help farmers in the 
Cherangany region of Kenya produce much more milk. [Submitted]
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ReAL eSTATe LiSTingS

Elmira@royallepage.ca 

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4, Elmira N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

Independently Owned & Operated, Brokerage
Elmira Real Estate Services

100
YEARS
SINCE 1913

Shanna Rozema
Broker

Bonnie Brubacher
Broker of Record

Call for your FREE Market Evaluation.

We support Woolwich 
Community Services through

2014

www.elmirahomes.ca www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

YOUR “LOCAL” COMMUNITY
CONNECTION

ONE OF A KIND 
$899,000 MOOREFIELD Perfect for the hobbyist or nature 
lover. Private 2 acre setting with Spring fed pond & 20’x16’ 
barn. 3812 SQ.FT Fieldstone home, 5 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, 
Pine kitchen with granite counters, Fieldston F/P, wrap 
around porch, oversized dbl car garage w/walk-down. MLS

BUNGALOW ON 1 ACRE
$604,900 LINWOOD Absolutely beautiful setting, custom 
bungalow with finished basement, 2+2 bedrooms, custom 
cherry kitchen, open concept layout with 9’ ceilings, main 
floor master & laundry, large rec room, bedrooms & spa 
bath plus walk-up to the TRIPLE car garage. MLS

SOLID BRICK BUNGALOW
$314,900 DRAYTON What a great opportunity to own a large 
lot - 108’ frontage, detached shop with hydro & woodworking 
tools, 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom bungalow, all season sunroom 
addition with gas fireplace, bright kitchen w/appliances, 
roof/2013, main floor laundry, dbl garage & driveway. MLS

ALL OFFER: Double car garage and driveway, main floor master with ensuite, ceramic & 
hardwood floor, gas fireplace, gourmet kitchen with island, walkout to rear yard, main 
floor laundry + much more.  EXCLUSIVE

PRE-SELLING 5 UNIT TOWNHOME- Priced From 
$322,900 Starting At 1424 Sq.ft - Three Bungalow 
Plans & Two Bungalow Loft Plans Available

PHASE 2 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Drayton Ridge  |  Open House  |   168 Ridgeview Dr., Drayton  |  Jan. 3rd & 4th, 1-3pm 

Furnished Model!

BONUS $10
,000 in

 

FREE UPGRADES!

until 
Jan

uary
 31

, 2015

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 17 Church St. W., Elmira • 519.669.1544 (Business)

519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

Drayton Ridge | $364,900 
The Brighton lll model, by Verdone Homes is one of many exciting models to be 
built. This two storey home boasts 1730 sq ft of open concept with main floor 
great room and 3 generous bedrooms upstairs with custom features. Various 
prices and options available. MLS Call Dale, to have the best selection.

New Price | Milverton | $245,000
Great location for this spacious and bright bungalow with walkout on lower level, 
upper deck, attached garage. MLS Call Dale.

Worth a Look | Drayton | $489,000
For her - large 1/2 acre in town property with renovated 4 bdrm, 3 bth home, 
large front porch and rear deck, attached dble garage. For him - a detached 
dream workshop 2400 sq ft, chain hoist, hydraulic lift, air compressor and lines, 
insulated and heated, room for ALL your toys. MLS Call Dale.

Drayton | $359,000
A lot of house for the money. Large 4+1 bedroom, with walk-out finished 
basement, huge master and ensuite, separate detached  insulated and wired 
workshop, above ground pool, large fenced yard and more.  MLS Call Dale.

Compare | $424,000
Custom built bungalow on a large lot. Covered deck, 3 gas fireplaces, vaulted 
and coffered ceilings, wired for sound, hard wood and ceramic flooring, granite 
counters,  arches, pillars, and much more. MLS Call Dale.

COUNTRY | $432,000
Just what you've always wanted. 2.95 acres with bush at front and a swimming 
pond at rear. On a paved road central to Harriston, Mount Forest, Kenilworth, 
Drayton. Custom built bungalow with impressive front entrance, high ceilings, 
fireplace, loads of windows, 2 walk outs to huge back deck, walk up from 
basement and more. A great place to raise a family. MLS Call Dale.

NEW LISTING Drayton | $319,000
Spacious open concept raised bungalow with cathedral ceiling, bright newer 
windows, a bright wide open rec. room, and many recent updates. Steps to 
school, medical centre, library, groceries, fitness gym. Fully fenced yard and 
walkout to deck. MLS. Call Dale. 

NEW LISTING Elmira | $350,000 
Commercial building, great exposure, retail on main floor and large 2 bdrm 
upstairs. Upgraded and renovated 2011. Both up and down currently rented. 
MLS Call Dale.

Brokerage

R.W. ThuR  
Real esTaTe lTd.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com
519-669-2772JulIe

heCKeNdORN
Broker

res: 519.669.8629

TRaCeY
WIllIaMs

Sales rep.
Cell: 519.505.0627

BRad MaRTIN
Broker of record,
MVa residential

res: 519.669.1068

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

SPOTLESS 4 level backsplit offers an eat-in kitchen open to spacious lower level family room 
w/large windows, gas fireplace & bar. Formal LR/DR. 3 bdrms. 2 baths. Mature trees in deep 
back yard. Well maintained. Concrete driveway. Spring possession. MLS. 

$409,900
UPDATED home on a large lot, close to schools and downtown. Large master bdrm. w/walkin 
closet. Newer kitchen with appliances included. Updated flooring, central air, TWO bathrooms. 
Main floor laundry. DBLE. detached garage (HEATED) and lots of parking! Move-in ready! MLS.

$289,900
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FIND YOUR DREAM HOME 
in THe #1 coMMUniTY neWSPAPeR in onTARio
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WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

WE FIX
SLIPPERY

WHEN WET

BATHTUBS, CERAMIC AND 
PORCELAIN TILE BRICK, 
TERRAZZO AND OTHER 
SURFACES GUARANTEED, 
INVISIBLE, AND COST EFFECTIVE

For more info email noslipperyfloors@gmail.com
or call 519-588-7413 | theredwolfcompany.com

Propellant 49
The best ice and snow 
melter on the Planet. 

Safe for trees and 
plants, will not rust, 

corrode or stain. 
No residue. Continues 
past -50°C and keeps 
melting 36 hours after 

being applied.

AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

oBSeRVeR SeRVice DiRecToRY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396
www.biobobs.com

$275.00/pump
OUT
+H.S.T.

(1800 Gallon Residential)
Not valid with any other
special offers or coupons.

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.

Call someone you 
can trust.

Call Cindy.

PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

oBSeRVeR SeRVice DiRecToRY

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call Jeff Basler, Owner/Operator, today 519.669.9081 
mobile: 519.505.0985 | fax: 519.669.9819 | ever-green@sympatico.ca

YOUR SOURCE FOR YEAR-ROUND 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

• Lawn Mowing Packages
• Lawn Maintenance & Landscaping

• Top Dressing/Overseeding
• Mulch Delivery & Installation

• Commercial & Residential Full Flower 
Bed Maintenance

• Snow Plowing & Ice Control
• Tractor Snowblowing

OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427

Since
1998

Murray & Daniel Shantz

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

Contact us for your 
Mail House 

 

CANADA POST EXPERT!
is an authorized

 

• Mail preparation • Sorting

• List Cleansing • Inserting

• Stamping • Tracking

Because we’re excited with our role as a CANADA POST EXPERT,  
 we are offering you an AMAZING DEAL! 

4”x6” full colour 2 sided postcard
Unaddressed Admail
Minimum order of 1,000 pieces
**Plus  1¢ extra for transportation to designated RVU

*All you need to do is pay M&T’s 
Unaddressed Admail rate of 16¢ per piece. PRINTING IS FREE!16each

¢**
907 Frederick St.    KITCHENER    T 519-571-0101

265 Weber St. N.    WATERLOO    T 519-886-6800

21 Malcolm Rd.       GUELPH          T 519-836-4441

125 Sheldon Dr.      CAMBRIDGE   T 519-621-6611

 
M&T Printing Group will:

4”x6” 
POSTCARDS 

PRINTED

www.mtprint.com

Offices also in London and Brantford

YOUR
POSTCARDPRINTER

• Product Fulfillment

FREE
*

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

Sew Special

Lois Weber
519-669-3985

Elmira
Serving the community for 25 years

Custom Window
Coverings

Latest Styles
of

Window Blinds
and

Custom Drapery

At competitive pricing

KENJI
ORITA

20B ARTHUR ST. N., ELMIRA

226-868-8131
oritakenji@gmail.com

100% SUPERIOR QUALITY CUSTOM WOODWORKING

• Custom Kitchens
• Custom Furniture
• Domestic &
   Exotic Woods
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DeATH noTiceS

BiRTHDAY/ReTiReMenT

fAMiLY ALBUM

Hachborn, Jean Marie (née Brown) 
Jean Hachborn of St. Jacobs, Ontario 
passed away peacefully on December 26, 
2014 in her 91st year at Grand River Hos-
pital, Kitchener, surrounded by her fam-
ily. Jean was born in Mitchell, Ontario on 
August 2, 1924 to Gladys (née Hahn) and 
William Brown, the third of nine children, 
and grew up in Mitchell, Fergus and El-
mira, Ontario. She was the beloved wife 
of Walter Hachborn, whom she married 
on September 20, 1947. Left to grieve are 
husband Walter; children Susan Heard 
(spouse David), Elizabeth Hachborn 
(spouse David Courtnage), and Bill Hack-
born (spouse Aruna Srivastava); grand-
children Brandon (partner Kelee Wright) 
and Meghan Huehn, and Daniel (partner 
Samantha Pearson), Philip, and Beyata 
Hackborn; sisters Betty Gingrich, Carol 
Stortz, and Sandra Rohr (Clinton); sister-
in-law Mary Brown; brothers Jack Brown 
(Helen) and Bill Brown (Joyce); sister- and 
brother-in-law Lorraine and Jack Mahn; 
and many nieces and nephews. She was 
predeceased by her parents William and 
Gladys Brown; father- and mother-in-
law William and Florence Hachborn; 
brothers Clifford (in childhood) and 
Howard Brown; sister and brother-in-
law Ruth and Wolf Fink; and brothers-
in-law Cyril Stortz and Gordon Gingrich. 
Jean was a long-time, active member of St. 
James Lutheran Church, St. Jacobs, serv-
ing in many capacities, and was a member 
of church council at the time of her death. 
She also faithfully served the wider church 
on boards and committees, including 
terms on the Board of Governors of Water-
loo Lutheran Seminary and the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary (Saskatoon), and 
as president of the Women’s Auxiliary of 
Waterloo Lutheran Seminary.  Jean was a 
respected Councillor for the Township of 
Woolwich from 1977 to 1988 and a mem-
ber of Regional Council from 1980 to 1982. 
From 1950 until the birth of her first 
child, Jean worked with Walter as ac-
counting manager for Hollinger Hard-
ware, a company purchased by Walter 
and two other partners. Prior to this, 
she was a valued employee of the Royal 
Bank in Elmira and of Ontario Hydro 
in St. Jacobs. Jean was a generous hu-
manitarian, known for her philanthropy 
in many circles, an astute household 
manager, a well-read and thoughtful 
analyst of business and current affairs.
The family received relatives and friends 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home in El-
mira on Sunday, December 28, 2014 
from 2-4 p.m. and Monday, Decem-
ber 29, 2014 from 2-4 p.m. and 7-9 p.m. 
Her funeral was held and her life cel-
ebrated at St. James Lutheran Church 
in St. Jacobs on Tuesday, December 30, 
2014 at 11 a.m. followed by interment at  
St. Matthew’s Cemetery, Conestogo. In 
lieu of flowers, donations may be made 
to Canadian Lutheran World Relief, St. 
James Lutheran, St. Jacobs Endowment 
Fund or Woolwich Community Services.
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrec-
tion and the life. Any who believe in 
me will live, even though they die.” 
We look forward to seeing you again 
our dearest Jean, Mom, and Gramma.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Delores L.
Peacefully passed away on Tuesday, 
December 23, 2014 at Leisureworld 
Care Centre, Elmira. Delores (Snyder) 
Martin, at the age of 86 years, was for-
merly of St. Jacobs. Beloved wife of the 
late Oscar B. Martin (March 2012). Dear 
mother of Brian John and Judith Martin 
of Waterloo. Also lovingly remembered 
by her grandson Kyle William Martin of 
St. Jacobs. Sister of Lorraine and Ron 
Preiss of Waterloo. Predeceased by her 
parents John B. and Edna (Harris) Sny-
der. Delores was a longtime employee 
of Home Hardware, St. Jacobs, starting 
off as secretary to Walter Hachborn 
and ending her career as a houseware 
buyer. She was a longtime and faithful 
member of St. James Lutheran Church, 
St. Jacobs. At her request cremation has 
taken place. There will be no funeral 
home visitation or funeral service. A 
family graveside service will take place 
at St. James Lutheran Cemetery, St. 
Jacobs, at a later date. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations to St. James 
Lutheran Church, St. Jacobs, would be 
appreciated and may be obtained by 
calling the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
Elmira (519-669-2207). A special thank 
you to all the nursing staff at Pheasant 
Run of Leisureworld for their excep-
tional loving care of Delores.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Sommers, William (Bill)
Peacefully passed away on Friday, 
December 26, 2014 at Grand River 
Hospital Freeport Site. Bill, at the age 
of 84 years, was the beloved husband 
of Delores (Petzold) Sommers of El-
mira. Dear brother of Yvonne Ashley of 
Kitchener, and John (Sheila) Sommers 
of London. Loving uncle of Catherine 
Sommers and Gregory (Dawn) Som-
mers, all of London, and great-uncle of 
Jessica Sommers and Ryan Sommers. 
Dear brother-in-law of Dorothy (Lorne) 
Weppler of Waterloo, Kenneth (Cindy) 
Petzold of Colborne, Margaret Petzold 
of Kitchener. Loving uncle of Tina 
Nantais, Timothy (Shawna) Petzold, all 
of Kitchener, Gary Weppler (Jackie) of 
Linwood, and great-uncle of Brittany 
Hunt and Samantha Nantais. Lovingly 
remembered by his caregiving cousin 
Jane Adcoe of Kitchener. Predeceased 
by his parents Percy and Clara Som-
mers, his brothers-in-law Bruce Ashley 
and Howard Petzold. Bill worked all his 
career at Ellis & Howard Ltd. (which 
became Graybar Electric) until his re-
tirement. Bill was a life member in the 
Glenrose Lodge No. 628, the Waterloo 
County Shrine Club, Moore Sovereign 
Consistory, Vallette Preceptory No. 64, 
and the Kitchener Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons No. 117. At Bill’s request 
cremation has taken place. There will 
be no funeral home visitation. A private 
family service will be held in the chapel 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 
A memorial gathering to celebrate Bill’s 
life will be held at the Royal Canadian 
Legion (11 First Street East, Elmira) on 
Sunday, January 18, 2015 from 2-4 p.m. 
In memory of Bill, donations to the 
building fund at St. James Lutheran 
Church, Elmira, would be appreciated 
as expressions of sympathy and may be 
made by calling the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira (519-669-2207).

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

in MeMoRiAM

Richard C. Rank

We cannot believe it has already been one year, 
Since we last saw your bright smile 

and held you near.
Not a day goes by that you don’t 

come up,
Crying, laughing and the Leafs might win the cup! 

Your nature was loving and giving, 
your heart was made of pure gold. 

And to us who truly love you,
your memory will never grow old.

There is a place in our hearts 
that nothing can fill,

We love and miss you “Richie” and always will. 

March 28, 1956 - January 3, 2014

oBiTUARY oBiTUARY

oBiTUARYoBiTUARY

Claudia Dorscht

Claudia celebrates her 60th birthday and her 
retirement from work on January 3, 2015.  

Please join us to celebrate with her family, at 
the home of her brother, Francis Brenner, 2664 

Herrgott Road, St. Clements from 2-4pm.  

It’s only January 3 and it’s 
already an exciting year!

Best wishes only.

Gromeder, George Henry
Peacefully passed away at Grand River 
Hospital Freeport Site on Tuesday, 
December 30, 2014 in his 84th year, of 
St. Jacobs. He was the beloved husband 
of the late Leona Gromeder (Gilles) 
(2008). Loving father of Denise and 
Derrick Shantz of Heidelberg, Dave 
and Robyn Gromeder of St. Jacobs, and 
Darryl and Sue Gromeder of New Ham-
burg. Proud grandpa of Ashley Foerster 
(Mark), Stacey and Shelley Shantz, Beth 
Harris (Neil), Tim and Krista Gromeder, 
and Chris and Sarah Gromeder. Loving 
great-grandpa (GG) to Zachary Harris. 
Remembered by his brothers-in-law 
and sisters-in-law, Henry and Mar-
jorie Gilles, Roy and Marlene Gilles, 
and Mary Gromeder, and nieces and 
nephews. Predeceased by his parents 
John (1948) and Amelia (Siebert) (1992) 
and his brother John (2014). George 
was employed with Burns Meats for 32 
years and Home Hardware for 12 years. 
He was a longtime, active and faithful 
member of St. James Lutheran Church, 
St. Jacobs, where he spent many years 
looking after the care of the outside of 
the church and inside maintenance. 
Visitation for family and friends will 
take place on Friday, January 2, 2015 
from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 60 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
A funeral service will be held on Sat-
urday, January 3, 2015 at 11 a.m. at St. 
James Lutheran Church, 1407 King St. 
N., St. Jacobs. Interment will follow 
at St. James Lutheran Cemetery, St. 
Jacobs. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations may be made to St. James 
Lutheran Church Endowment Fund or 
Grand River Regional Cancer Centre.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

BoMBy, MArjorie (nee 
hAdden) | Marjorie 
Bomby passed away 
Monday, december 22, 
2014, at the age of 91, at 
leisureworld caregiving 
centre, elmira.

hALLMAn, MorLey josePh 
| Morley Joseph Hallman 
of Kitchener-Waterloo, 
passed away suddenly at 
columbia forest nursing 
Home on Monday, 
december 22, 2014 at the 
wonderful age of 93.  He 
was in the first graduat-
ing class of the toronto 
chiropractic college and 
practiced in elmira for 40 
years.

hAys, MArinA | at listowel 
Memorial Hospital on 
saturday, december 27, 
2014, Mrs. Josepha ruth 
Marina (schiebel) Hays of 
Hesson, in her 80th year. 
local relative is her sister 
ursula Hahn of elmira.

LinGeLBACh, vernA M. | 
at nithview Homes, new 
Hamburg on saturday, 
december 27, 2014, 
Verna lingelbach (nee 
fink) of lisbon in her 
96th year. local relatives 
are her daughter Joan 
Bechtel of Wellesley and 
daughter-in-law ruby 
lingelbach of Wellesley.

WeBer, nAthAn | Passed 
away peacefully on 
Wednesday, december 
24, 2014, at his home, at 
the age of six weeks two 
days. nathan Weber was 
the loved son of leon and 
Mary (frey) Weber of rr 
#2, Wallenstein.

DEADLINE
FOR FAMILY

ALBUM
is WednesdAys

By 5PM

100% 
LOCAL

PLACe A fAMiLy ALBuM notiCe! call: 519-669-5790  or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

MAKE YOUR OWN 

HEADLINES  
IN THE COMMUNITY.
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LIVING HERE
volunteerism / giving something back

Here we are, basking 
in a new year, a fresh start, 
a chance to be better than 
the last. Why do we feel 
the need to wish away our 
past, knowing that it helps 
shape who we are today? I 
don’t know, but it does feel 
good.

After having too many 
Christmas treats we look 
forward to coming to a 
new place of balance – 
maybe fewer treats, more 
healthy eating or just liv-
ing more simply. The idea 
of not filling our homes 
with stuff, but being more 
thoughtful of our environ-
ment, kinder to our pock-
etbook, and slowing down 
the race.  

Being surrounded by 
food all the time can be 
a challenge. This time of 
year I always find myself 
researching trends, seeing 
what everyone is craving 
for entertaining and daily 
taste – finding my creative 
juices for another season.  
Thankfully I see and hear 
a lot of information in the 
shop. Wow, I do see a lot of 
soup leaving in our bright 
green bags.

The trend of “souping”  

Soup a 
hearty and 
healthy 
alternative 
to start  
the year
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Elmira’s Joe Kelly still feels the pull to respond despite wrapping up his 35-year stint as a volunteer

SCOTT BARBER

After 35 years as a vol-
unteer firefighter in Elmira, 
the sound of the station’s 
test siren each Saturday is 
bittersweet for Joe Kelly.

Having called it a career 
last month, it’s going to take 
a while for the change to 
sink in. 

“For me, hearing that 
test siren is like a soothing 
balm,” Kelly explained. 
“Just knowing that our 
dedicated firefighters here 
in Elmira are there to look 
after us is a very special 
feeling. It’s almost like 
when you have a sore arm 
and you put that A535 on 
it and you know it’s going 
to make it feel better. Well, 
that siren reminds me of 
that soothing balm that we 
do as firefighters, to go into 
the community and look 
after people in need.”

The tough part is not 
being there for the guys 
anymore.

“We have some of the best 
volunteer firefighters here 
in Elmira,” he said. “I would 
trust anyone of them to 
pack my parachute. There is 
a real dedication there with 
volunteer firefighters; they 
aren’t just doing it for the 
paycheque. They really do 
care about the community.”

Working in a small town 
like Elmira means that ev-
ery call could be –and often 
is – for someone you know.

Over the years, that has 
meant responding to seri-
ous medical emergencies 
involving friends and loved 
ones, and it takes a toll.

But the Elmira depart-
ment has been ahead of 
the curve when it comes to 
dealing with post-traumatic 
stress, Kelly said. 

And the community is 
incredibly supportive of the 
department.

“The community has 
been so gracious, from the 
businesses to the citizens, 
the schools and the town-
ship itself. They truly recog-
nize what we do. And there 
is a big difference between a 
police officer, an ambulance 
attendant and a firefighter: 
A police officer will take 
a life to save a life; an am-
bulance driver won’t risk a 
life to save a life; where as a 
firefighter will risk a life to 
save a life. So that separates 
what we do as firefighters, 
because we’re running in 
when everyone else is run-
ning out.”

Furthermore, there’s 
a major distinction to be 
made between volunteer 
firefighters and their career 
counterparts who receive 
exorbitant compensation.

Kelly began his career in 
1980, following in the foot-
steps of his brother Kieran 
(currently Elmira’s district 
chief) and brother-in-law 
Tony Foerster. 

His passion for the role 
grew throughout his ten-
ure, despite undergoing a 
serious training accident in 
1985.

Back then, there were no 
rope standards for firefight-
ers in North America, Kelly 
explained.

“The only standard for 
rope in the books was that 
they were three-eighths 
for window washers,” he 
explained. “So we had used 
this old manila rope for 
probably 30 years and noth-
ing was wrong with it. So 
we were practicing a rescue 
off the top of a building, 
lowering a firefighter down 
to the ground. We lowered 
one of the guys down to the 

ground and I volunteered to 
go next. Just as they got me 
over the side of the build-
ing the rope broke and I fell 
down onto a metal stokes 
basket. The stokes basket 
had metal wire reinforc-
ing rods welded into them 
and one of the rods went 
through the base of my skull 
and another through the 
base of my spine. When I 
hit the ground, I broke my 
cranium and the skull bone 
caved in and severed the 
nerves to the right side. Had 
it been over just a few mil-
limetres I would have died 
instantly.”

After spending six days in 
a coma, Kelly awoke, miss-
ing hearing in his right ear, 
but otherwise okay.

Not a month later and he 
was back at the fire station, 
meeting with the guys.

“You can talk about provi-
dence or anything you like, 

but it was quite amazing 
that the day before we were 
doing first aid training and 
the very last thing we did 
was head injuries. So every-
thing was in everybody’s 
mind, fresh. Also, ambu-
lances back in those days 
used to do patient transfers. 
So it just so happened that 
an ambulance was coming 
into Elmira to do a patient 
transfer. So I had an am-
bulance there within min-
utes.”

The accident also hap-
pened to occur just hours 
after Kelly proposed to his 
wife.

Once he was well, he got 
right back on the horse, as 
dedicated as ever.

In fact, Kelly redoubled 
his commitment to safety 
training.

And there was a silver 
lining.

“After the accident, rope 
safety became highly regu-
lated and rope companies 
developed specialized ropes 
for all kinds of different 
conditions,” Kelly said. “So 
my loss was everyone else’s 
gain. So why would I com-
plain?”

And that’s just the way 
Kelly thinks: it’s all about 
the team of firefighters and 
the community.

Asked about the medal of 
bravery he was awarded in 
2001, Kelly is quick to point 
out the three other Elmira 
volunteer firefighters also 
honoured with the medal 
(Dale Martin, Tim Gingrich 
and Dave Holmes).

“There’s no I with the 
volunteer firefighters, it’s 
always we,” Kelly said. “We 
depend on each other and 
I am so proud of the guys 
I have had the privilege to 
work with over the years.”

chef’s table/    
dierre acheson
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What is your New Year’s 
resolution? 
“If it is to take better care of your car this 
year, we can help! At Leroy’s, we will work 
with you to develop a maintenance plan to 
keep your car well maintained AND fit your 
budget this coming year! Talk to one of our 
service advisors about developing a plan 
for your vehicle for 2015! - Jason  Hill

20 Oriole Parkway E., 
Elmira, ON

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084
info@leroysautocare.net

www.leroysautocare.net

Joe Kelly keeps a collection of firefighter gear compiled during his 35 year career as a volunteer with the Elmira fire station.  
[Scott BarBer / the oBServer]

Still putting community first
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR e-mail: ads@woolwichobserver.com

submit an event The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES Of fAITh | A DIRECTORY Of LOCAL hOUSES Of wORShIP whEELChAIR
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2015 Elmira Kiwanis music Festival. Official syllabus is 
available on the Kiwanis Club of Elmira website. Deadline 
for entries is Jan. 23, 2015. For more information please 
contact Sue Brenner at 519-669-1641, ext. 27.

JanuarY 6

ExErcisE and Fall PrEvEntion: Stand Up To Falls. 
Topic: Mobility Aids & Assistive Devices. St. James 
Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. S., Elmira. Exercises 
3-4 p.m. Stand Up to Falls starts right afterwards. 
More information at 519-664-1900.

JanuarY 8

ExErcisE and Fall PrEvEntion: Stand Up To Falls. Topic: 
Nutrition & Incontinence. St. James Lutheran Church, 60 
Arthur St. S., Elmira. Exercises 3-4 p.m. Stand Up to Falls 
starts right afterwards. More info at 519-664-1900.

nEw Horizons wElcomEs all zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Enjoy coffee or tea and a  delicious 
snack. Speaker: Rob Bakalarczyk, P. Eng. and senior 
project manager - the new Highway 7. Be inspired and 
socialize. $2 per person; 10–11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill 
Community Centre. For more information call Joan 
Haid at 519-648-2742 or email at jehaid@explorenet.ca. 

woodsidE EvErgrEEn FEllowsHiP, 10:30 a.m., 
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. “Care in the Home: 
Who Does What?” Community Care Access Centre: 
Elizabeth Goertz; Community Care Concepts: Karla 
Frey. Devotion: Pastor Fred Lichti. Music: Lynette Weber. 
Suggested donation $7/person - includes hot lunch. For 
more information contact Reta Malloy 519-669-8752.

sEniors luncH club at noon (doors open at 11:30 
a.m.) Breslau Community Centre, 100 Andover Dr., 
Breslau. Cost: $6. Join us for a noonday light lunch 
and fellowship. Call Community Care Concepts at 519-
664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 for more info.

JanuarY 9

community can dinE wHErE the entire community 
comes together to meet and eat. Menu: mac and cheese. 
Hosted at Trinity United Church, Elmira from 6-7:30 
p.m. Everyone welcome, pay what you can. For more 
information please contact Kelly at WCS 519-669-5139.

JanuarY 11

st. Jacobs mEnnonitE cHurcH invites you to a 
morning of music presented by Teen Challenge 
of London, Ont. Teen Challenge is a faith-based 
residential drug and alcohol rehabilitation program. 
Approximately 30 choristers/students will share 
testimonies, music and their ministry; 10:45 a.m. at 
St. Jacobs Mennonite Church. A “love offering” will 
be accepted to support this very important ministry. 

JanuarY 13

ExErcisE and Fall PrEvEntion: Stand Up To Falls. 
Topic: Building Balance at Home & Arthritis. St. James 
Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. S., Elmira. Exercises 
3-4 p.m. Stand Up to Falls starts right afterwards. 
More information at 519-664-1900.

2015 Elmira Kiwanis music Festival. Official syllabus is 
available on the Kiwanis Club of Elmira website. Deadline 
for entries is Jan. 23, 2015. For more information please 
contact Sue Brenner at 519-669-1641, ext. 27.

JanuarY 14

sEniors community dining at noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.). Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville 
Rd., St. Jacobs. Cost: $11. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noonday meal, 
fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for 
more information.

 JanuarY 15

ExErcisE and Fall PrEvEntion: Stand Up To Falls. 
Topic: How to get up from a Fall and Goal Setting. 
St. James Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
Exercises 3-4 p.m. Stand Up to Falls starts right 
afterwards. More information available by calling 
519-664-1900.

JanuarY 16

ariss and district lions Club monthly Fish Fry; 
4-8 p.m. Maryhill Heritage Park Community Centre, 
58 St. Charles St. E., Maryhill. Haddock, $15 pp. Take-
out available. Call 519-648-9865 after 3 p.m. day of. 
Proceeds to Lions projects.

JanuarY 21

sEniors luncH club at noon (doors open at 11:30 
a.m.). Wellesley Community Centre, 1000 Mapleleaf  
St., Wellesley. Cost: $6. Join us for a  noonday light 
lunch and fellowship. Call Community Care Concepts 
at 519-664-1900 or toll free 1-855-664-1900 for more 
information.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch
Proclaiming Christ through 

Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Sunday School 9:45am
Worship Service 11:00am

Hopping Thursdays
7-8:30pm

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM Services at Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.
 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, January 4, 2015
9:15 & 11:00 AM

Series: 

Live Fit

“Relational Fitness”

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Sun., Jan. 4th

11:00 am

Ron SeabrookeDiscovering God Together

New Year’s Messagebuilding relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Epiphany 
Sunday

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

makingfaithlive.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:45am 

519.669.5030 

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.
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across
1. Ice cream flavor
6. Rhamnus purshianus
13. It keeps an eye on TV
16. Convex molding
17. Aboveboard
18. Clearasil target
19. Joke
21. ___ alcohol
22. Big bird
23. “For Me and My ___”
24. Burn up
25. Part of a nuclear arsenal, 
for short
26. Greek
30. Union membership 
required for employment
33. Decapod
35. Beaver’s work
36. “-zoic” things
37. “___ say!”
38. Dash
39. Fifth, e.g.: Abbr.
42. Crank
44. Breed
45. Evil spirit
46. “My dear man”
47. “Behold the man”

50. Hellenize
52. Beluga yield
53. Egg cells
54. Kind of strap
55. Amscrayed
56. Pop-ups, e.g.
57. Alternative to Bowser
58. The “I” in T.G.I.F.
60. Falafel bread
63. Fold, spindle or mutilate
64. Great read
67. Substances produced by 
mixing
71. Familiarize
72. “Phooey!”
73. Besmirch
74. ___ gestae
75. Crib sheet user
76. Magadhan
78. Embodiment
83. “A Chorus Line” number
84. Atelier item
86. Area of South Africa
87. Cabernet, e.g.
88. Thence
89. Glorify
down
1. Campaign pro

2. “The Three Faces of ___”
3. Minor player
4. Matterhorn, e.g.
5. Chewy candy
6. Kind of phone
7. Expressing a point in time
8. Aussie lassie
9. Citrus medica
10. Flu symptoms
11. 2004 nominee
12. “Is that ___?”
13. Slavic language
14. Betty Boop’s dog friend
15. Buffalo
20. Hawaiian island
25. Belief
26. Crystal meth, in slang
27. “Catch-22” pilot
28. Shades
29. Any Time
30. Quartet member
31. Swelling
32. Spiffy
34. Culmination
38. Plagiarist
39. Fatuous
40. Videlicet
41. “... ___ he drove out of 

sight”
43. Where the heart is
47. Bygone polit. cause
48. Atlantic catch
49. Blatant
50. Crickets or grasshoppers
51. Bay of Naples isle
59. Porch
61. Big ___ Conference
62. “A jealous mistress”: 
Emerson
63. ___-Atlantic
64. Worship
65. Freshen
66. Bearish
67. Gibson, e.g.
68. Go on and on
69. Like some colors
70. Handy
74. Atoll protector
76. Decide to leave, with “out”
77. “Go team!”
79. Burden
80. Baseball’s Mel
81. ___ jacket
82. Addition
85. In the direction of

Concussions in sports continue to be difficult to prevent despite our efforts

Q. What do the “sharp-
shooters of the animal 
kingdom” go around 
shooting at and shooting 
with?
a. These archerfish spit pre-
cisely aimed and powerful 
turbo water jets into the air 
to fell flying insects, reports 
“New Scientist” magazine. 
New research shows they 
can fine-tune their jets to 
pack extra punch, sufficient 
to bring down a small lizard 
perched in foliage a couple 
of meters (seven feet) above 
the surface.

When Stefan Schuster of 
the University of Bayreuth in 
Germany trained nine band-

ed archerfish to spit in front 
of a video camera, he found 
that the back of the water 
jet catches up with the front 
just before smacking into 
prey with quite a wallop. The 
fish do this by acrobatically 
“changing the shape of their 
mouth as they expel the 
water..., accurately gauging 
their prey’s distance from 
the water to ensure their jet 
coalesces at just the right 
height,” Schuster stresses. “If 
the jet became focused too 
early, it would probably fall 
apart in mid-air before hit-
ting the prey.”
Q. Who’s been snooping 
into people’s bedrooms 
lately? Clue: Think sports, 
“hard play” and lots of big 
money.
a. Instead of snooping, 
make that “digitally track-
ing,” as more and more 

firms, including sports 
teams, are electronically 
following their employees 
at work, rest, and play, says 
Aviva Rutkin in “New Sci-
entist” magazine. Consider 
the Dallas Mavericks, whose 
management believes that 
“if you sleep hard, you can 
play hard.” So this team and 
other basketball, football, 
soccer and ice hockey teams 
in the US have begun moni-
toring their players’ sleep 
habits in bed. The Mavericks 
were the first to make their 
players wear a wristband-like 
smart patch called Read-
iband to keep track of body 
temperature, movement 
and heart rate. Players were 
also able to access their sleep 
score at the push of a button.

“The idea is that the data 
lets team coaches see how 
sleep affects performance. 

They can then adjust train-
ing regimes or travel ar-
rangements to maximize 
their players’ sleep quality.”
Q. Why is it so hard to 
stop sports concussions?
a. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
reported a 62% increase in 
traumatic brain injuries from 
2001 to 2009, says kinesiolo-
gist Stephen Piazza in “Amer-
ican Scientist” magazine.  
   Cyclists accounted for the 
biggest number of these, fol-
lowed by football, soccer and 
basketball players. Football 
gained much attention early 
last century, due to many 
fractured skulls, concus-
sions and other head trauma 
brought on by frequent 
pileups and scrambles for 
the ball “punctuated by play-
ers kicking opponents in the 
gut or the head.” At least 45 

players died from 1900-1905. 
These injury and death rates 
fell soon afterward largely 
owing to modified behavior, 
with new rules providing 
for the forward pass and an 
increase to 10 yards for a first 
down.

Today’s football and cy-
cling helmets were less of a 
factor in the decline since 
they’re essentially similar to 
earlier designs, and protec-
tion requires an understand-
ing of how brain injury oc-
curs: Made mostly of water, 
the three-pound brain is re-
sistant to direct pressure but 
not “to the shearing forces 
that arise during sudden ro-
tation,” such as the twisting 
caused by helmet-to-helmet 
collision.

Human psychology also 
comes into play in concus-
sions, as helmet use itself 

may encourage more risky 
behavior. It’s similar to driv-
ers apparently taking greater 
risks behind the wheel when 
safety regulations are put 
into effect (“the Peltzman 
effect”). “But whether those 
safety benefits are complete-
ly canceled out by human 
risk compensation is the sub-
ject of much controversy,” 
Piazza says.

Enter the new “Multi-Di-
rectional Impact Protection 
System” helmet whose inner 
stationary layer has joints 
that during impact allow the 
rest of the helmet to rotate, 
dissipating energy away from 
the head. 

about the authors 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSwORD PUZZLER

strange but true / bill & rich sones Ph.d.
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Moroccan 
Quinoa and 
Chick Pea 
Soup
2 tbsp olive oil
1/2 an onion
1 carrot, sliced
2 stalks celery, sliced  
Half a red pepper, diced
Half a green pepper, diced
1 clove of garlic, chopped
2 bay leaves
4 sprigs of thyme
2 cinnamon sticks
1 tbsp cumin

has always been around. 
Why it’s trendy now is 
easy: It is flavourful, quick, 
satisfying and delicious. 
Essentially, it’s a meal in 
one pot, and more porta-
ble than you would think. 
A few of the ladies in the 
kitchen will have soup al-
most daily and I will have 
it when there is no time to 
have a break.  

This soup is clean and 
full of flavour. Nothing 
settles the tummy like 
ginger. For 2015 and all it 
brings, I hope you feel the 
joy of a new year. Happy 
cooking!

ChEf’S TABLE: Flavourful and filled with good things
2 tsp curry
1 tbsp chopped ginger
4 cups vegetable broth
4 oz tomato paste
1 can diced tomatoes
1/4 cup green lentils
1 can chick peas, rinsed
1/4 bunch kale, washed and 
chopped
1/4 cup quinoa or brown rice
Salt and pepper
Chopped parsley

 
In large pot sauté on-

ions, carrot, peppers, cel-
ery, garlic, ginger, herbs, 
and spices, on medium 
heat. Sweat vegetables un-
til translucent.  

from | 21

SUDOkU ChALLENgE

How to Play: 
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker 
line. We’ve started you with a few numbers already placed in the boxes.

Add tomato, paste stir 
until bright orange (turn 
the heat down), add veg-
etable broth, tomato paste, 
lentils and diced tomato, 
bring to a simmer and add 
quinoa.  

Simmer until vegetables 
are tender and add canned 
beans. Season with salt 
and pepper. Enjoy.

about the author 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.
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Meet 
the Team

OPEN HOUSE
Join the North Waterloo Veterinary Hospital team as they 
introduce two new faces - Rachel, our registered veterinary 
technician, and Jill, our receptionist.

Date: Saturday, January 3rd 2015 from 10 am to 1 pm.

There will be a hospital tour, light refreshments, and take home 
items for your pets.

We welcome new patients.

5 Dunke Street North, Elmira, ON  |  519-669-2901  |  nwvethospital.com

The Rabbits Hockey 
League in St. Clements 
left their regular hockey 
sticks at home last week 

Men’s league mixes it up for fun and fundraising
Rabbits Hockey League uses throwback sticks for event that collected money for Dorscht family

Whitney neilson to play a game of straight 
stick hockey, for fun and 
for a good cause.

Tim Waters, one of the 
players and organizers of 
the event, said they called 

it straight stick chicken 
wing night. Each team was 
given five old-fashioned 
straight wooden hockey 
sticks to play with for the 
night, and they sold chick-
en wings.

“Some of the fellas I 
play with suggested we 
could raise a few bucks for, 
originally, another char-
ity but then we read about 
Ella Dorscht,” Waters said. 
“And Nick and his dad have 
played in the league for 
20 plus-years. We decided 
why don’t we raise some 
money?”

Dorscht lives in Elmira 
and at less than two years 
old is one of the young-
est people in Canada with 
pulmonary hypertension. 
Only 5,000 people in Can-
ada have the lung disease. 
Her dad, Nick, plays in the 
St. Clements league.

“We ran a 50/50 and sold 
the sticks for a small profit 
and ended up raising just 
over $500 for the Dorscht 
family to help with Ella’s 
expenses,” Waters said.

He said the original idea 
for the event came because 
they wanted to change 
things up for the last 
night before the holidays. 
They bought 60 straight 

sticks from a supplier in 
Maryhill and gave them 
to the six teams. Players 
couldn’t cut them off, but 
could tape them. This also 
meant they had to switch 
off sticks each shift and 
you wouldn’t get the same 
stick each time.

“It was remarkably 
more difficult to play 
with a straight 
stick than I 
would have 
thought,” Waters 
said. “Puck control is ex-
tremely difficult. I enjoyed 
the challenge of it.”

The league is 
made up of 96 
players with vary-
ing levels, from guys 
who’ve only played house 
league to those who used 
to play Major Junior A. The 
sticks helped even-out the 
playing field.

“Even the good skaters, 
players, couldn’t really 
control it and then shoot-
ing was remarkably dif-
ficult,” Waters said. “One 
of the goalies commented 
it was difficult for him as 
well, usually he can track 
where the puck would 
come from. The player 
didn’t really even know 
either.”

He added with a laugh 
that one of the really good 
hockey players in the 
league went in on a break-

away and ended up shoot-
ing it in the corner.

“The whole premise 
was to have a lot of fun, 
change the game a little 
bit, have some chicken 
wings to change the at-
mosphere because there’s 
usually no food on Tues-
day night, and the idea of 
fundraising a little money 
came to light and we all 
chipped in a bit,” Waters 
said.

Waters has been playing 
in the league since 1996 
and said it’s a competi-

tive league for guys 35 and 
older.

“We try to make the 
teams equal and it’s just a 
really fun league,” Waters 
said. “There are really few 
problems. Good referees 
from the Elmira referee 
association make things a 
lot better too. It’s just good, 
clean hockey.”

He added the 
Dorscht family is 

deserving of the 
money because they’ve 

been extremely active in 
the St. Clements commu-

nity and the hockey 
league for years.

“It’s not a lot 
of money but it’s 

just a little bit of money 
to help someone through 
some tough times,” Waters 
said. “I said you can use 
it for expenses, give it to 
your wife, give it your other 
child, buy something, but 
enjoy it.”

The sticks were auc-
tioned off after the game, 
which helped get them 
over the $500 mark. RHL 
plays three games every 
Tuesday night at the St. 
Clements Arena.

“It was just a nice thing 
to do for a guy who’s done a 
lot for the community.”


