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Rally planned 
over Breslau 
school proposal

Got an opinion about 
plans to sell part of Breslau 
Memorial Park for a new 
school? The organizers 
want to see you out at a 
rally May 9.

Though opposed to the 
proposed deal between the 
township and the Waterloo 
Catholic District School 
Board, they really want to 
get the community’s take 
on the project, says Bill 
Southern.

He got the idea for the 
“Save Our Park” campaign 
after attending meetings 
related to the project and 
from talking with people 
about it. There seems to 
be a divide between Wool-
wich’s opinion that there 
is “lots of support” for the 
deal and his own experi-
ence with people in the 
village.

“I’ve come across abso-
lutely next to no one who 
is in favour of this,” he said 
this week, stressing that 
residents aren’t opposed to 
a new school, only “just not 

“Save Our Park” campaign the 
impetus for event scheduled 
for May 9 at community centre

STEVE KANNON on this particular piece of 
property.”

The deal for four acres in 
the park as a new school site 
would provide for $1.75 mil-
lion in upgrades to the park 
and community centre, as 
well as community access 
to new facilities, including 
a 5,000-square-foot library 
operated by the Region of 
Waterloo. There would be a 
shared-use agreement for 
the community centre, gym 
and playing fields, which 
would result in additional 
improvements.

Community response has 
been largely negative, with 
plenty of blame cast at the 
township’s handling of the 
issue.

For its part, Woolwich 
has launched a taskforce 
to gather public input and 
report back to council.

Southern said an invita-
tion to attend next week-
end’s rally will be extended 
to the taskforce and coun-
cillors. He hopes for a good 
turnout from the commu-

KEEPING IT CLEAN

PARK | 6

Grade 5 students from Riverside Public School planted trees along a tributary of the Canagagigue 
Creek in Floradale on April 28 in support of the Woolwich Healthy Communities Clean Waterways 
group. Inset, from top: Faith Snider, Madison Donkerstoeg and Nina Fehr; Darren Farwell, 
Ayden Feaver and Jamie Crawford; Josie Brown, Elena Allemang and Kennedy Bradley.  
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ELMIRA
Gift Outlet

MONDAY-WEDNESDAY 
9:30AM - 5:30PM  

THURSDAY-FRIDAY 
9:30AM - 7:00PM
 SATURDAY 

9:30AM - 5:30PM 

MAY 4th-9th

1 UNION ST. 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 3J9 
(519) 669-3072
LIKE us on FACEBOOK

ELMIRA
Gift Outlet

www.elmiragiftoutlet.com

S�ing
    Sale

ANNUAL

OUR WAREHOUSE IS OPEN!

COME IN FOR GREAT DEALS ON:
 SCARVES • JEWELLERY • FLAGS • BABY

CLOTHING • & MUCH MORE!

Come early � best selec�on!

Non exactly as shown. While Quantities Last. In Stock Items Only.

BE SURE TO 
ENTER

INTO OUR 
DRAW 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 
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OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 9am-4pm; Closed Sundays519-669-8282

Fast, Friendly & Professional Service

10 Church St. W., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST/OWNER

• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose 
   Monitor & Teaching 
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPER ATED

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

FOOD DRIVE | 6

ARMENIA | 7

The 100th anniversary 
of the Armenian Genocide 
was commemorated in Ye-
revan, Armenia last week 
by foreign dignitaries, 
among them Kitchener-
Conestoga MP Harold Al-
brecht. 

This was Albrecht’s sec-
ond of such trips to Arme-
nia, where in 1915 an esti-
mated 1.5 million people 
were killed by the Ottoman 

Kitchener-Conestoga’s Albrecht in Armenia to mark 100th anniversary of genocide
WHITNEY NEILSON Empire. Albrecht serves 

as the chair of the Canada-
Armenia Parliamentary 
Friendship Group.

“I’ve developed a great 
understanding of the Ar-
menian people here in 
Canada as well as having 
visited Armenia back in 
2010,” Albrecht said. “To 
celebrate every year with 
them, to commemorate the 
tragedy of 1915, here locally 
in Cambridge they have 
an annual memorial, to be 

present at the memorial 
centre with the Armenian 
people there it was a very 
moving experience.”

He spoke on behalf of 
the Canadian government 
at the “Parliamentarians 
against Genocide” plenary 
session. He also went to the 
“Global Forum: Against the 
Crime of Genocide” with 
the Canadian Ambassador 
to Armenia, John Kur.

“The main thrust of 
what all of us are talking 

about in terms of genocide 
is before you can begin to 
move forward … you need 
to acknowledge our past,” 
Albrecht said. “There are 
many countries who have 
not acknowledged the 
genocide as a genocide. 
We’re calling on govern-
ments to acknowledge it as 
a genocide.”

Only 23 countries have 
declared it a genocide. 
The Canadian House of 
Commons acknowledged 

the genocide in 2004 and 
condemned it as a crime 
against humanity.

As part of his work with 
the friendship group Al-
brecht meets with the am-
bassador periodically. 

“We have members from 
all parties that are part 
of the friendship group,” 
Albrecht said. “We have 
about 30 members. We 
meet to discuss ways that 
we can develop relation-
ships with the diaspora 

here and listen to their con-
cerns in their home coun-
try. They’ll have a better 
idea of what’s happening, 
what may be some ways we 
can partner with them.”

There are approximately 
100,000 Armenians living 
in Canada and there are 
more than double the num-
ber of Armenians outside 
of Armenia than there are 
in the country itself.

DEVELOPMENT | 6

Wellesley approves 
Gerber Road 
condominium 
development

Fearing another 
costly Ontario Munici-
pal Board confrontation, 
Wellesley council cleared 
the way for a condomini-
um development at 2245 
Gerber Rd. 

Councillors meeting 
Tuesday evening at coun-
cil chambers in Crosshill 
voted in favour of the pro-
posal, which will see the 
creation of a private road 
with eight semi-detached 
homes for a total of 16 new 
units in the vacant lot next 
to Gallick Packaging in the 
Wellesley Village settle-
ment area. 

The development pro-
posal, first submitted by 
Blaze Properties Inc. in 
June 2013, does not require 
a zoning bylaw change. 
There were, however, a 
number of concerns that 
emerged during a Septem-
ber 2013 public meeting 
that kept the township 
from approving the plans 
at that time.

In his report to council, 
Wellesley planner Geoff 
VanderBaaren outlined the 
main issues community 
members had with the 
project. The main issues re-

SCOTT BARBER lated to the condominiums 
compatibility with the sur-
rounding neigbourhood, 
privacy and its potential 
impact on property values.

Mayor Joe Nowak re-
luctantly supported the 
project.

“Once again, we’re in the 
position, correct me if I’m 
wrong, but you’re support-
ing this application, and so 
if it were to go to the OMB, 
we would then have to hire 
another planner, he said to 
VanderBaaren. 

“It’s very similar to the 
other situation,” Nowak 
added, referring to the 
48-home development 
proposal near Ferris Drive, 
Schweitzer Crescent and 
Greenwood Hill Road 
Road that councillors first 
rejected last fall before 
backing down in February 
and granting approval  in 
the face of a potential OMB 
showdown that could have 
cost some $40,000 in unre-
coverable funds. 

“Is the density, as far as 
the region is concerned, 
they are happy with the 
density?” he asked Vander-
Baaren. “And that probably 
fits in with the provincial 

WCS hopes residents will Dig In 
to help stock the food bank

EDSS co-op student Casey Langer and WCS volunteer Linda Love were busy at the Woolwich Food Bank, which will be accepting donations on Saturday for the Dig In food drive at Foodland 
and Food Basics in Elmira. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

If you put it in your own 
grocery cart, the Wool-
wich Food Bank probably 
needs it, too. Today (May 
2) kicks off the annual Dig 
In food drive, a one-day 
event across Waterloo 
Region where volunteers 
collect donations to help 
local food banks fill their 
monthly hampers for the 
summer.

Volunteers will be at 
Food Basics and Foodland 

WHITNEY NEILSON collecting food and mon-
etary donations for Wool-
wich Community Services. 
WCS’s Kelly Christie says 
they’ll sort the items, fill 
their shelves and take any 
excess to the Waterloo Re-
gion Food Bank.

“Summer is a time where 
people go on holidays and 
attendance at the churches 
are less because we have 
different churches that 
donate on a monthly basis, 
so donations can go light 
in the summer. Our need 

doesn’t change,” Christie 
explained.

Volunteers will have a 
top 10 most needed items 
list to give to shoppers and 
can also give suggestions 
based on what’s on sale at 
that particular store. Dona-
tions from other locations 
are also welcome. 

The most needed items 
are canned meat, cookies 
or baking supplies, ketch-
up, mayonnaise, shampoo, 
tissues, toothpaste, canned 
fruit, canned juice (family 

size juice, not juice boxes), 
and jam. She notes the per-
sonal hygiene items are of 
particular importance.

“I like using this oppor-
tunity to let people know 
that whatever you put in 
your grocery cart is what 
people need,” Christie said. 
“People like to focus on the 
peanut butter, the pasta 
and the beans which have 
always been promoted 
because of the nutritional 
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73% OFF! Our 11pc Copperline cookware set - simply beautiful to behold, with astonishing performance as well! Stainless steel construction 
with an encapsulated copper base provides remarkably sensitive heat control. Induction stovetop compatible. Set includes: 1.5, 2, 3L saucepans, 

4L saucepan with helper handle, 5L Dutch oven, 24cm/9.5” fry pan, and 5 covers. List: $749.99.

$19999

70% OFF! 1.5L Canadiana 
saucepan with cover. 
List: $119.00. 

$3499

MAY 6TH TO 10TH ONLY AT:

Information & dealers: 1-800-A NEW-POT or www.paderno.com. Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.

69% OFF!
20pc Dunes 
fl atware set. 
List: $129.99.

$3999

69% OFF!

ARTHUR
Arthur Home 
Hardware Building 
Centre
7580 First Line, West 
Garafraxa RR#3

COOKSTOWN
Paderno 
Kitchen Store
Hwy 400-89

FERGUS
Dixon Home Hardware 
Building Centre
745 St. David Street

HARRISTON
Harriston Home 
Hardware
18 Elora St.

KITCHENER
Paderno 
Kitchen Store
50 Sportsworld 
Crossing

WATERLOO
Goodness Me
668 Erb Street West
Paderno 
Kitchen Store
25 Benjamin Road

1.5L Canadiana 
saucepan with cover. 

UP TO 65% OFF! Canadiana fry pans feature our toughest, 
most durable, non-stick enviro-friendly coating that is PFOA free.
20cm/8” Canadiana fry pan. 
List: $129.00. Now $44.99!
24cm/9.5” Canadiana fry pan. 
List: $139.00. Now $54.99!
28cm/12” Canadiana fry pan. 
List: $149.00. Now $69.99!

Canadiana fry pans feature our toughest, 
most durable, non-stick enviro-friendly coating that is PFOA free.

$2499

50% OFF! 
6pc steak knife set. 
List: $49.99.

33% OFF! 
3pc mixing bowl 
set available in 
blue or orange. 
List: $29.99. 

$1999

EDSS ranks well above average in Fraser Institute 
assessment of Ontario high schools

SCOTT BARBER

Elmira District Sec-
ondary School remains 
one of Waterloo Region’s 
top high schools, accord-
ing to an annual report 
published by the Fraser 
Institute. 

The BC-based right-wing 
think tank published its 
Ontario high school re-
port card last week. EDSS 
scored 7.7 out of 10, good 
for the 104th spot out of 
the 749 schools included 
in the study.

“The Kitchener-Water-
loo area is doing reason-
ably well overall,” said Pe-
ter Cowley, the institute’s 
director of school perfor-
mance studies. “If you look 
at the average for all of the 
schools, in 2014 it is 6.4. 
And that is better than the 
average for the province 
as a whole, which scored 
6.0. So on average they’re 
doing better than the rest 
of the pack, and that has 
been pretty constant over 
the years. ... Elmira (DSS) 
and Waterloo-Oxford (Dis-
trict Secondary School), 
are doing substantially, 

consistently over the last 
four years, better on aver-
age. That is especially true 
for Elmira, which was in 
the top fifteenth percentile 
this year even after seeing 
a small drop in its score. 
And I’m not particularly 
concerned about one year, 
and I don’t think anyone 
else should be either, be-
cause sometimes things 
happen in a random way.”

EDSS’s five-year average 
is a robust 8.0, which is 48 
out of the 693 schools that 
qualify. 

The report card, much 
maligned by school 
boards, is designed to help 
parents choose which 
school to send their chil-
dren to. It should also be 
used as a guide for parents 
and school officials to help 
facilitate school improve-
ment, since, Cowley points 
out, you can look for pat-
terns in both negative and 
positive directions and use 
that information to try to 
nail down the causes for 
successes and failures. 

The scores in the report 
are derived from seven 
key academic indicators of 

school performance, the 
report states.

“(1)The average level of 
achievement on the Grade 
9 EQAO assessment in 
academic mathematics; 
(2) the average level of 
achievement on the Grade 
9 EQAO assessment in 
applied mathematics; (3) 
the percentage of Ontario 
Secondary School Literacy 
Tests written by first-time 
eligible students that were 
successfully completed. (4) 
the percentage of Ontario 
Secondary School Literacy 
Tests written by previously 
eligible students that were 
successfully completed. (5) 
the percentage of all the 
completed tests written 
by students at the school 
that were assessed either 
as unsuccessful (OSSLT) 

or below the provincial 
standard (Grade 9 math 
tests). (6) the difference 
between male and female 
students in their average 
levels of achievement on 
the most commonly writ-
ten Grade 9 EQAO assess-
ment in mathematics; and, 
(7) the difference between 
male and female students 
attempting the OSSLT for 
the first time in their rate 
of successful completion 
of the test.”

In essence, it all comes 
down to the standardized 
tests in math and English 
completed by Grade 9 and 
10 students across the 
province.

These are key numbers, 
Cowley said, because they 
are designed to ascertain 
whether a student is meet-

ing basic benchmarks in 
areas that are important to 
everyone, no matter what 
career or path they choose 
to follow after secondary 
school.

The region’s school 
boards on the other 
hand, have consistently 
denounced the report as 
inaccurate and mislead-
ing, despite the fact that 
the data are taken from 
the tests they develop and 
implement.

Waterloo Region District 
School Board superinten-
dent of education Elaine 
Ranney said that ranking 
schools based on EQAO 
and OSSLT scores is not 
helpful.

“The purpose of EQAO 
scores is not to rank 
schools. The purpose, 

and EQAO will certainly 
identify this, is to help 
schools get good informa-
tion in order to know how 
to improve; and boards as 
well, so we know generally 
how we are doing. But to 
take one piece of a school’s 
story, if you want to call it 
that, which is the EQAO 
scores, it doesn’t tell the 
whole story of a school.”

There are other factors 
to consider when examin-
ing EQAO scores, Ranney 
explained, including at-
tendance, demographics of 
the community and rates 
of deferral, since students 
can put off taking the 
Grade 9 EQAO until later 
in their high school career. 

For 2014, EDSS scored 
3.0 (out of 4.0) in the 
Grade 9 EQAO academic 
math test, and 3.0 in ap-
plied math as well; 87.2 per 
cent of students writing 
the Ontario Secondary 
School Literacy Test for 
the first time passed, while 
just 74.4 per cent of stu-
dents writing the test after 
having previously failed, 

7.3
WODSS

7.7
EDSS

6.4
Waterloo Region 
Average

6.0
Provincial 
Average

RANKING | 6

2014 Fraser Institute Ontario high school report card scores (all scores out of 10)
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POLICE BLOTTER

Hahn hearing 
set for Monday

Woolwich councillor Scott Hahn will 
appear before the region’s Municipal 
Elections Audit Committee (MEAC) 
Monday morning. The public meeting 
starts at 10 a.m. in township council 
chambers.

Hahn is under scrutiny for the report 
he filed with the township outlining 
expenses related to last fall’s municipal 
election. Hahn’s official record of 
expenses, available online at the 
township’s website, amounts to just 
$358.40, including the $100 nomination 
fee due when he filed his papers to run 

in the election. That’s well below what 
the other five candidates claimed as 
expenses related to their candidacies.

It was one of the other Ward 1 candi-
dates, Dan Holt, who filed a request for 
Hahn’s expenses to be audited.

Expense reports for Ward 1 ranged 
from Holt’s $1,911.02 to Ruby Weber’s 
$6,681.57. Nobody running for council 
went over the $11,333.35 spending 
limit.

Following the meeting May 4, the 
audit committee will have 30 days 
to make a decision on the matter, 
after which there’s a 15-day window 
in which anyone can appeal the 
decision the Ontario Court of Justice. 

If an auditor is brought in, the process 
occurs independently of the township, 
which bears the cost.

Kiwanis music 
fest wraps up

The Elmira Kiwanis Music Festival was 
held April 13-17, with a final concert 
help April 26 at Woodside Bible Chapel.  
Some 155 children, plus two school 
choirs (John Mahood and Park Manor 
public schools) took part. 

The Brian Bennett Memorial Trophy 
for individual string performance and 
$200 scholarship: Rachel Long. The 
Maria Riedstra Award for junior strings 

and $100 scholarship: Sara Kuschmierz.
Scholarship in order of merit ($50): 

Lois Gingrich, Esther Lin.
 The Myrtle Wilfong Memorial Trophy 

for senior piano and $200 scholarship: 
Elisabeth Bauman. Scholarships for 
$75: Alten Wilmot. Scholarships in 
Order of Merit ($50): Lois Gingrich, 
Jaron Bowman, Jasmine Thuroo, 
Abigail Hamann.

The Elmira Kinnettes Trophy for 
Junior Piano and $150 scholarship: 
Sam Domzella. The Jack Price Memorial 
Scholarship ($100): Danya Bowman. 
Scholarships in Order of Merit ($50): 
Gabriel  Long, James Crawford, Maxi-
mos von Hafner, Hannah Medemblik, 

Nicole Vander Meulen, William Dixon, 
Alexandra Sikkema, Sierra Martin, Joan 
Pronovost. 

The Walter McLeary Memorial Trophy 
and $200 scholarship for senior 
vocalist: Jasmine Thuroo.

Mayors Dig In  
for the cause

As Woolwich Community Services 
collects food locally for its food bank 
via the Dig In campaign, Wellesley 
Mayor Joe Nowak and Woolwich 
Mayor Sandy Shantz will join their 
counterparts from the region’s other 
municipalities in serving breakfast at a 

Kitchener restaurant.
Also on hand at Moose Winooski’s 

Saturday morning, 8-10:30 a.m., will 
be Les Armstrong (Wilmot), Doug 
Craig (Cambridge), Sue Foxton (North 
Dumfries), Dave Jaworsky (Waterloo) 
and Berry Vrbanovic (Kitchener). The 
mayors will be joined by regional Chair 
Ken Seiling.

Dig In is a one day, region-wide 
drive to raise food and funds so the 
local food banks will be able meet the 
need for assistance throughout the 
summer.  Each $1 raised at the mayors’ 
breakfast and other events and 
activities will provide food for three 
meals in Waterloo Region. 

Police warn about emergency 
scam, urge precautions
The Ontario Provin-
cial Police have issued a 
reminder that emergency 
scams target vulnerable per-
sons, particularly seniors by 
playing upon their emotions 
to rob them of their money. 
Recent attempts have been 
made in Centre Wellington 
Township, for instance.

In the typical emergency 
scam, the victim will receive 
a frantic phone call from 
someone claiming to be a 
grandchild or loved one. 
The caller will explain that 
they are involved in some 
sort of mishap or are hav-
ing trouble returning from 
a foreign country and need 
money right away.  

Scammers know how to 
gather your personal infor-
mation for criminal means. 
They use phony social 
media accounts to find real 
names, real interests, real 
phone numbers and when 
you are going to be home 
or away. They’ll even call in 

the middle of the night to 
take advantage of the confu-
sion caused by awaking sud-
denly with the expectation 
it’s bad news at that hour. 
Most of all, they rely upon 
the victim’s desire to help 
their loved ones, whatever 
the cost.  

To avoid becoming a 
victim, police advise you 
to first check with another 
family member or trusted 
friend to verify the informa-
tion before sending money 
or providing credit card 
information by phone or 
e-mail. It is important that 
the incident be reported 
every time it occurs, to al-
low police to investigate and 
prevent others from becom-
ing victims. 

If you or someone you 
know may have been the 
victim of an ‘emergency’ 
scam, contact your local 
police service or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS).
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8:04 AM | A driver travelling 
on Water Street at Printery Road 
in St. Jacobs made contact with a 
parked car. Damage was reported 
as minor.

9:08 AM | An undetermined 

amount of copper was stolen 
from a construction site on Union 
Street in Elmira. The investigation 
continues.

A P R I L  2 6

12:25 PM | A personal injury 
accident involving three vehicles 

occurred on Peel Street in Wilmot 
Township.   One of the parties sus-
tained head and neck injuries.  The 
collision remains under investiga-
tion by the traffic services branch. 

2:27 PM | Scrap metal valued 
at approximately $150 was stolen 

from C&M Automotive in St. Jacobs. 
The investigation is ongoing.

A P R I L  2 7

12:21 PM | A master key was 
taken from the Home Hardware 
store in Elmira.

5:27 PM | A dump truck 
and Chevrolet Traverse  SUV were 
involved in a collision at Victoria 
Street and Shantz Station Road east 
of Breslau. The Chevrolet sustained 
about $3,000 in damage, while the 
truck was undamaged. The driver 
of the SUV was charged with ‘start 
from a stopped position, not in 
safety.’

A P R I L  2 9

12:41 AM | Police and fire-
fighters responded to a vehicle fire 
located at Manser Road gravel pit 
in Wellesley Township. A transport 
truck had been set on fire and 
destroyed in a secluded location. 
The investigation is continuing and 
police are asking the public to call 
Crime Stoppers (1-800-222-8477) 
or South Division at 519-650-
8500, ext. 2299 if they have any 
information.

THIS ONE’S QUICKLY DOUSED

Wellesley Township firefighters sprayed down a small grass fire at 7528 Line 86 around 4 p.m. on Apr. 27.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

OPENING
May 1st

73-B Arthur St. S.
steampipevapeco@gmail.com

Tuesday-Friday: 11am-7pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm

• Beside the Clock Tower
• Front & Rear Access

CASH OR
CREDIT ONLY

· 8 Therapists Available

· Evening Appointments

· Deep Tissue, Relaxation, 
Sports Injury, Prenatal Massage

· Reflexology

· Hot Stone Massage

· Gift Certificates Available

Krista Sandelli 
OWNER/RMT

Jessica 
Zantinge RMT

Julie Wemp 
RMT

Julie-Maria 
Schroth RMT

Krista Bauman 
RMT

Lindsay Plantz 
RMT

Steph Gaudet 
RMT

In the old Clock Tower Building
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-4425

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

PHONE:

519-669-0012
Evening appointments

Available

PHONE:
519-669-0879

63 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Stephen
Morris

Optometrist

221 Katherine St. N., Winterbourne  |  519.664.0556

Breads
White,  multi grain,  whole 
wheat, cheese, raisin, 
dinner rolls, hot dog buns, 
hamburger buns, cinnamon buns, 
chelsea buns, cream buns

Pies
Blueberry, cherry, apple, peach, 
raspberry, strawberry, elderberry 

Apple dumplings, Meat Pies, 
Cookies, Tarts, Muffins

We can supply 
baked or frozen

• Our frozen yeast doughs require thawing 
prior to proofing and baking

• Frozen Pies dumplings cookies muffins and 
loaves should be baked without thawing

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.WHOLESALE & RETAIL 
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3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from May 4th – May 9th

Store Made, Apple Cinnamon, 
Montreal & Pepper

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Fresh Boneless Store Made 12 x 4 oz. 

Chicken 
Breasts

Bacon

Beef & Pork 
Burgers

Fresh

Beef Rump 
Roasts

REG. PRICE
$6.49 /lb.

$5.99 REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb.

$5.99
Store Made, Smoked Honey Garlic 

or Turkey

Sausage

REG. PRICE
$5.29 /lb.

$4.79

Wine is the 
intellectual part of 
a meal while meat 

is the material

REG. PRICE
$14.99 ea.

$12.99

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

Better
Hearing
Month

Join us for

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

SAVE UP TO
$1000 OFF
A SET OF HEARING AIDS

Call 519-669-4425 to BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT

MAY 19th – 22nd

value, the easiness of the 
product. People do really 
need the toothpaste, the 
Kleenex, the shampoo as 
well.”

She adds laundry soap as 
the eleventh most needed 
item because everyone 
uses it and it’s often over-
looked. Also, it can be on 
the pricier side. This time 
of year the shelves are re-
ally light on those items, 
but they’re well stocked 
with dry pasta, soup, and 
beans.

“With each hamper they 
would receive milk, eggs, 

margarine, a couple apples 
per person, carrots for a 
meal, potatoes for a meal, 
and the loaf of bread,” 
Christie said. “Those are 
all things I buy on a regu-
lar basis, a couple times a 
week. If they do a cash do-
nation that’s where that’s 
going and any time they 
make a donation, whether 
it’s at this Dig In food drive 
or come in the office and 
make a donation they 
specify to the food bank, 
it goes to the food bank. It 
can only be spent for food 
bank purposes.”

She hopes this food 

drive will get them through 
to the next one, which is 
Thanksgiving. The com-
munity has traditionally 
donated generously to the 
Dig In drive.

“Last year we had a re-
ally good food drive and 
we got a little bit lighter at 
the end of the summer,” 
Christie said. “Again it’s 
the certain items we tend 
to go light on. If we got a 
whole food drive of those 
items then we would be 
fine. We will run light on 
these things by Thanksgiv-
ing.”

As for how they’re set-

tling in to their new loca-
tion at 5 Memorial Avenue, 
she says they couldn’t be 
happier. They’re holding 
their grand opening on 
May 23 from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. at the new site, which 
is already up and running. 

“Fabulous. We’re totally 
enjoying the new location,” 
Christie said. “What’s not 
to enjoy?”

Volunteers will be at 
Food Basics and Foodland 
in Elmira collecting dona-
tions Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Visit www.the-
foodbank.ca for a full list of 
locations in the region.

FOOD DRIVE: Effort is part of a region-wide push to stock shelves
FROM | 3

nity, pro, con or neutral.
“Everyone is welcome to 

voice their opinion.”
Turnout should be a 

good indicator of where the 
wider community stands on 
the issue, rather than just 
those who have been vocal 
thus far.

“If nobody shows up ... 
well, that tells you some-
thing,” he said, adding the 
rally is a chance for resi-
dents to express their views 
to township councillors and 
staff.

Having lived in Breslau 
for decades – he also op-
erates his business there 

policy statement, and all 
of those other regulatory 
things that we need to be 
concerned with?”

Vanderbaaren agreed 
that was the case.

– Southern said he’s very 
much aware of the com-
munity’s sense of alienation 
from the township admin-
istration.

“There’s always been a 
disconnect from Elmira,” he 
said, welcoming the push-
back that’s coming from 
some residents and noting 
the school proposal is just 
the latest trigger.

“I’m glad that the people 
are fighting for themselves. 
It should send a message 
to the township that there 
are a lot of people here who 
aren’t happy with this.”

Having yet to receive an 
invitation on Wednesday, 

“So I would imagine in 
my opinion that the chanc-
es of success in opposing 
this with the OMB would 
be minimal, and it would 
be very costly,” Nowak 
mused.

Mayor Sandy Shantz in-
dicated she currently has 
plans for May 9. She encour-
aged a positive outcome 

Coun. Shelley Wagner 
was the lone member to 
vote against the applica-
tion.

“When this came to us 
the last time, I wasn’t in 
favour of it because I felt 

from the event, clearly in 
favour of the project. 

A public meeting and the 
creation of a taskforce foster 

the density is too much,” 
she said. “And we had also 
talked about the street as 
well and the lack of parking 
space, and it doesn’t seem 
like anything has been 
changed.” 

input from the community, 
whose support is needed to 
make it work, she said.

“The consultation pro-

cess is about exploring 
whether we can partner 
with the Breslau commu-
nity in a meaningful way 
either with the basic proj-
ect as it was presented, a 
variation of it,  or perhaps 
in some other way,” said 
Shantz in an email. “In 
other communities where 
we have had successful 
partnerships, part of the 
success has been due to 
strong community leader-
ship that pulls everyone 
in a positive direction. If 
the rally accomplishes that 
(that is to pull everyone in a 
positive direction), I believe 
the end result will be good 
– whatever that outcome 
looks like.”

The rally will be held May 
9, 1-3 p.m., at the Breslau 
Community Centre, outside 
and in the gym.

PARK: Organizers hoping to get a real picture of where residents stand on the school proposal

DEVELOPMENT: Council shifts its opinion on building project

FROM | COVER

FROM | 3

got a passing grade. 
The Fraser Institute re-

port also looks for gender 
gaps in test results, and 
found that girls at EDSS 
were 13.3 per cent more 
likely to pass the OSSLT in 
2014, up from a divide of 
8.6 per cent in 2013. 

WODSS scored a 7.3 
overall, which ranks the 
school 163 of 749, while 
its five-year average of 7.1 
puts them in 176 out of 
693.

St. David Catholic 
School received scores of 
6.7 for 2014 and 6.4 over 
the last five years. 

RANKING: A 
good showing 
for township 
high schools
FROM | 3

A sketch of a possible site plan for Breslau parkland, including a new Catholic school and improvements to the township facilities. 
[FILE PHOTO]

GETTING READY FOR 4-H’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY

Waterloo 4-H’s 100 year decorating club got together Apr. 16 in Bloomingdale to prepare for the 100th year celebration coming up on June 
20 in Kitchener. The meeting’s focus was making banners for the celebration. Back row: Corinne Hoover, Michaella Snyder, Micaela Wells. 
Front row: Rebecca Sommerville, Alice Van Vogt, Julia Sommerville, Bronwyn Snyder. [SUBMITTED]
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Michelle is back and looking
forward to seeing her clients
and welcoming new ones!

$5 OFF any service 
with Michelle

(Excluding children’s cuts - Expires May 31, 2015)

Families, join with us to help

SAVE 
OUR 

PARK
On Saturday, May 9, 2015

Breslau Community Centre
1:00pm to 3:00pm

EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
For more information: bill@krewcorp.ca

Don’t Miss Our 13thANNIVERSARY

SALE
MONDAY MAY 4TH - SATURDAY MAY 9TH

1200 Queen’s Bush Road, Wellesley 519-656-3400
Schmidt’s Bulk Pantry & MoreSchmidt’s Bulk Pantry & More

Pick up a flyer in store or @ the Wellesley Home Show

brecht says the downtown 
is nice, but the further 
you go outside the city the 
more challenges there are.

“Considering the length 
of time this country has 
had to get itself back on it 
feet I think it’s done incred-
ibly well,” Albrecht said. 
“It’s a very safe county. I 
never once felt threatened 
in any way.”

He was joined at the cer-
emony by numerous presi-
dents such as Vladimir 
Putin (Russia), Francois 
Hollande (France), Tomis-

lav Nikolić (Serbia), and 
of course, Serzh Sargsyan 
(Armenia).

 “I was overcome with 
the sad reality that humans 
could possibly treat other 
humans in such inhumane 
ways, when you think of 
the starvation, and the 
forced marches, the people 
who died, very inhumane 
treatment and deaths,” 
Albrecht said. “If you go 
through the museum there 
if you don’t have some 
tears watching and looking 
at some of the artifacts, you 
have to be a pretty tough 
person.”

They also laid wreaths 
at the Memorial to the 
Victims of the Armenian 
Genocide and had meet-
ings with the Armenian-
Canadian community and 
Canadian business repre-
sentatives in Armenia dur-
ing their visit.

“The reason we were 
there was to pay tribute to 
the many innocent victims 
of the Armenian genocide 
and to hopefully reaffirm 
that we in the West are 
going to stand with the 
people in threat,” Albrecht 
said. “And so genocide 
prevention depends on us 
trying to do all we can to 
defend human rights and 
create a culture where ev-
erybody’s treated equal.” 

ARMENIA: Canada acknowledges the genocide

He says the Armenians 
he’s met are very resource-
ful and industrious people.

“They really do have 
many of the resources 
themselves they just have 
to have the kind of nudging 
along, another shoulder to 
the wheel to move ahead,” 
Albrecht said.

Armenia declared its in-
dependence in 1991, which 
means it’s had a relatively 
short time to get its econ-
omy and infrastructure 
up to par. Despite this, Al-

FROM | 3

Kitchener-Conestoga MP Harold Albrecht was in Armenia to speak at the Global Forum: Against 
the Crime of Genocide on the 100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. [SUBMITTED]

RECOGNITION FOR SCOUTING VOLUNTEERS

Area Scouts were at the Concordia Club in Kitchener Tuesday night for the presentation of volunteer service awards. Members of the 1st 
Elmira Scouts who received awards were Carter Hanley, Monica Goddard (5 years), Sean Dunham, Quinten Mayer and Phil Bertrand  (10 
years). [SUBMITTED]
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WITH THE END OF the school year in sight, 
teachers across the province are making noises 
about a possible strike. Putting the year in jeop-
ardy is for the students’ benefit, they say, with-
out a hint of irony.

Not, of course, that anyone believes a word of it.
In Waterloo Region, public high school teachers could go 

on strike as early as May 4. Their elementary school counter-
parts are in that position as of May 10.

There is a recognizable pattern: teachers engage in skir-
mishes with the province and with their boards, the orga-
nizations that set the workaday agendas; parent councils 
struggle with extracurricular activities and the threat of 
work stoppages; and, as always, caught in the middle are 
students who suffer the consequences of decisions made by 
their elders.

The teachers’ unions have trotted out the tired old line 
about putting students first in every strike, work-to-rule 
campaign and labour negotiation, with only one goal in 
mind: getting more taxpayers’ dollars.

Given the perception that teachers are overpaid and un-
derworked (all those holidays), coupled with the economic 
hard times for most Ontarians, public sentiment is clearly 
not with the unions. Parents are already fretting over what 
might happen if their children are used as pawns yet again. 
Expect the fallout to tar the teachers most of all, as they’d 
be the ones responsible for school closures even as they are 
unable to articulate a single valid reason for their current 
position.

Blame also lies with the province. Job action by teachers 
and other civil servants that became the norm under the 
Mike Harris government got the band-aid treatment when 
the Liberals took over: some modicum of labour peace was 
achieved by throwing money at the situation. That path was 
treacherous. The funds came with no real accountability, 
so the education system got no better – some would argue 
it worsened – even as teachers and administrators enriched 
themselves. Later in its tenure, the McGuinty government 
felt the wrath of the very same teachers with short memories 
as it realized its spending wasn’t sustainable. 

Kathleen Wynne again threw the dog a bone when she 
took over, but her own fiscal mismanagement means spend-
ing must be restrained. Though not cut, the education bud-
get isn’t increasing at a pace suitable for teachers’ looking for 
more, always more. That their ranks grow even as enrolment 
drops and many dubious changes have been made – class 
sizes, for instance – simply to artificially inflate the number 
of jobs has been forgotten in the spirit of what-have-you-
done-for-me-lately?

Given that such was the same reaction to her predeces-
sor’s eleventh hour attempt at fiscal prudence, Wynne 
should have known what was coming.

Nobody in this struggle is wholly at fault or wholly blame-
less.

Typically, governments argue they are trying to control 
costs and introduce more public accountability. But their 
actions are usually more about politics than altruism.

The teachers argue they are trying to preserve quality in 
the schools. But saving jobs and boosting working condi-
tions are the purview of their unions.

Really, the government should have set the terms right 
from the beginning, reigning in spending on costs not of 
benefit to the public – i.e. salaries and benefits – and focus-
ing on classroom improvements such as technology that 
would help achieve higher educational standards. Ontarians 
got just the opposite, and we’re all suffering for it today. 

Kids pawns again 
in latest grumbling 
from teachers 

“What’s emerging is 
what we need, which is a 
comprehensive plan, going 
after the criminal gangs, 
going after the traffickers, 
going after the owners of 
the boats ... and stabiliz-
ing the countries from 
which these people are 
coming.” And when you 
have finished “stabilizing” 
Syria, Somalia and Libya, 
overthrowing the Eritrean 
dictatorship, and ending 
poverty in West Africa, 
could you drop by and fix 
my plumbing? Oh, and Ye-
men. Fix Yemen too.

“These people” are 
the 1,300 refugees who 
drowned in the Mediter-
ranean in the past two 
weeks, the 30,000 who will 
drown by the end of this 
year while trying to cross if 
nothing more is done – and 
of course, the estimated 
half million who will make 
it safely to Italy, Malta or 
Greece. The speaker was 
Britain’s Prime Minister 
David Cameron, but he was 
just one voice in the Euro-
pean Union choir

Europeans don’t want the migrants, or the guilt either
The EU’s leaders were 

meeting in emergency ses-
sion because of a public 
outcry over all the refugees 
drowning on the crossing 
between Libya and Italy. 
These same leaders were 
responsible for most of the 
deaths, because last year 
they ended a very effec-
tive Italian Navy search-
and-rescue operation and 
“replaced” it with an EU 
operation that had a third 
of the resources and was 
not supposed to operate 
more than 50 km off the 
Italian coast.

So now they had to fix it 
somehow, but they were all 
aware that their electorates 
at home still don’t want 
millions of migrants flood-
ing into the EU, refugees or 
not. So they did what poli-
ticians do in circumstances 
like these. They came up 
with a displacement activ-
ity.

The problem, it turns 
out, is not refugees fleeing 
from places like war-torn 
Syria and Somalia, from 
cruel dictatorships like 
Eritrea, and from impover-
ished parts of West Africa. 
It is the evil traffickers 
– the new slave-traders, 
Italian Prime Minister 
Matteo Renzi called them 

– who lure the migrants 
away from their homes 
and charge them $2,000 
per person for a place on a 
leaky boat to Europe.

Well, of course. Why 
would anybody want to 
leave a nice, safe place like 
Syria or Somalia unless 
they had been tricked into 
it by unscrupulous people-
smugglers? So if we just 
break up those criminal 
gangs, maybe even go into 
Libyan territorial waters 
and destroy their boats 
before they leave the coast, 
then the demand for their 
services will vanish. Every-
body will stay home, and 
the problem will go away.

Wait, sorry, we forgot. 
We have to “stabilize” their 
countries too. But then 
the problem really will go 
away, and we’ll all live hap-
pily ever after.

Are any of the 28 EU na-
tional leaders so naive that 
they believe this garbage? 
Of course not. So why are 
they saying it? Because 
they, like the people who 
voted for or against them, 
are torn between a distaste 
for seeing innocent people 
die, and a determination 
that millions of those inno-
cent people cannot come 
and live in their countries.

So they want to hide 
what the policy is really 
about, and displace the 
blame for its bad effects 
(namely a lot of people 
drowning) on somebody 
else. Racist and hypocriti-
cal, you say, with a bit of 
Islamophobia thrown in. 
You’re right about the hy-
pocrisy, but for a lot of Eu-
ropeans the problem really 
is the numbers.

There are millions of 
people living within 1,500 
km. of the European 
Union’s borders who would 
move there tomorrow if 
they had the chance, and 
that’s just the desperate 
ones who are trying to 
escape from wars, violent 
anarchy and extreme re-
pression.

Count in all the oth-
ers who would just like a 
chance to make a decent 
living in a place where 
corruption is relatively 
low and the law is usually 
enforced, and you are prob-
ably into tens of millions 
of potential migrants. Most 
of them are not desperate 
enough to risk the trans-
Mediterranean route. Make 
it easier and safer, however, 
and lots of them would 

DYER | 10

Extra rank budgets from the federal and provincial governments, with a sprinkle of the Duffy trial, provide plenty of crap to be spread around.
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Selling off Hydro One shows Wynne’s disregard for Ontarians, proper finances

With its latest bud-
get, the Wynne govern-
ment is committed to serv-
ing its own interests, not 
those of Ontarians.

Most egregious among 
its many flaws is the plan 
to sell off Hydro One. Plans 
to “monetize” public as-
sets, particularly utilities, 
are the result of poor fiscal 
management, something 
Kathleen Wynne does in 
spades.

She argues the move is a 
trade-off: sell 60 per cent 
of the utility and use some 
of the proceeds to fund $4 
billion in transportation 
projects. For a government 
unable to manage money, 
this doesn’t pass the smell 
test. Things will likely end 
badly, with the money 
squandered and already 
indefensible electricity 
costs rising.

Moreover, the trade-off 
Wynne proposes is a bad 
idea in and of itself given 
Hydro One is an essential 
utility that could generate 
revenue if not mismanaged 

– a very big if, I know – and 
transit is a money-losing 
venture that technology 
could fundamentally alter 
in the future (think autono-
mous vehicles). Transpor-
tation projects, roads and 
public transit alike, provide 
only ongoing costs, depre-
ciating rapidly – having 
sold the farm, Wynne can’t 
sell it again when the infra-
structure falls apart.

The advantages of run-
ning the system privately 
– a much smaller work-
force and lower wages, plus 
taxpayers removed from 
the long-term liability of 
government workers – are 
attractive. Add in the fact 
that a large contingent of 
public sector workers is a 
threat to our democracy – 
the interests, political and 
economic, of public sector 
unions are in many cases 
diametrically opposed 
to the public good – and 
privatization seems even 
better still.

There’s also the issue 
of political interference, 
which kept prices artificial-
ly low for years, resulting 
in some of the large hikes 
we’ve seen in recent years. 
Chronic mismanagement 
and outright corruption 

have also greatly inflated 
capital costs and the resul-
tant massive debts.

But, there are plenty 
of examples of what goes 
wrong with privatization 
schemes, from sell-offs to 
party cronies and skim-
ming by the banks and 
financiers to deteriorating 
services and higher prices.

In the short-term, Wynne 
has to explain her party’s 
flip-flop on the issue of 
privatization (she has 
zero chance of convincing 
anyone she won’t make a 
fiasco of the deal given her 
track record). 

Wynne was part of a Dal-
ton McGuinty government 
that first criticized the pre-
vious Harris/Eves govern-
ment for the mess it made 
in moving to privatize 
Ontario Hydro, breaking it 
up and then backing away 
from the plan. McGuinty 
then toyed with the idea 
before rejecting privatiza-
tion in 2010. Now, we’re 
being told again that priva-
tization is just the thing for 
Ontarians. 

Credibility? Nope.
Add in the fact that 

natural monopolies like the 
electrical grid are prime 
cases for public ownership 

and Wynne’s arguments 
become even dimmer.

Oh, and then there’s the 
prospect that her plans are 
illegal.

“Our opinion is that the 
government simply doesn’t 
have the authority under 
the Electricity Act to divert 
the proceeds from a sale of 
Hydro One to any purpose 
other than what is autho-
rized by the Electricity 
Act,” says Steven Shryb-
man, a partner with Sack 
Goldblatt Mitchell LLP in 
Ottawa, who studied the 
issue at the behest of the 
Canadian Union of Public 
Employees (a group with a 
vested interest in the status 
quo).

In an opinion paper 
released this week, Shryb-
man argues the govern-
ment can’t simply sell off 
any or all of the utility and 
use the money willy-nilly 
given the utility’s huge 
outstanding debt, only part 
of  which would be paid 
down from the proceeds of 
the sale.

“Regardless of whether 
the sale itself is lawful, if 
the government fails to 
pay the net proceeds from 
any such sale to the On-
tario Electricity Financial 

Corporation, it would be 
in breach of the explicit 
requirements of the Elec-
tricity Act.

“There’s almost $10 bil-
lion in outstanding debt 
there and so the act is ex-
plicit that if you sell some 
of the assets you’re going 
to pay down the mortgage,” 
he says.

Shrybman is also quite 
clear about Wynne’s moti-
vation for squandering the 
public’s investment in the 
system.

“It serves private inves-
tors well and there’s an aw-
ful lot of money that law-
yers and the underwriters 
would make in the trans-
action,” says Shrybman. 
“There are lots of people 
on Bay Street that would 
make a lot of money simply 
on the transaction. But it 
definitely does not serve 
the purposes of the act, in 
our view.”

He’s not alone in his 
criticism. The idea has 
been widely panned, not 
leastwise due to Ontario’s 
own history of toying with 
privatization of the system. 
According to the Ontario 
Energy Board, rates have 
tripled – from 4.3 cents/
kWh in 2002 to 14 cents/

kWh today – since the Con-
servatives and then Liber-
als began mucking about 
with Ontario Hydro and its 
successors. Ontarians pay 
the highest hydro bills in 
the country.

Here’s the take of York 
University political science 
professor James Laxer, 
writing an op. ed. piece this 
week.

“Yes, the province will 
gain a one-time hit from 
the sale. But the new own-
ers will make returns on 
their investment that are 
far in excess of the cost 
to the province if it chose 
instead to borrow to invest 
in public transit. Bay Street 
and private investors, not 
to be confused with philan-
thropists, are already jump-
ing up and down at the 
prospect of tapping into an 
assured profit stream go-
ing on into the indefinite 
future. And, of course, con-
sumers will pay more for 
their power.

“It’s cheaper and much 
more efficient for Ontario 
to keep Hydro One com-
pletely in the public sector 
and to draw on its revenue 
stream to help support fu-

With May’s arrival, what are you most looking forward to?

“Enjoying nature; taking a gander through the 
wild blue yonder.”

 » Ethan Young

“Camping and going to concerts.”

 » Erika Baerwinkle

“Beach volleyball.”

 » Devin Gerth

“The gorgeous weather.”

 » Shawn Wilson

“Swimming.”

 » Justin Taylor

“It is, as usual, all about choices. We need to decide in October what we value in Canadian society.” Elisabeth Daub | 10

KANNON | 10
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEWDYER: Growth in troubled 
spots will compound problems
FROM | 8

 » Appraisal Institute of Canada 

come, too.
There are now close to 

one billion people living 
within 2,000 km. of the 
EU’s borders. Thanks to 
some of the world’s highest 
population growth rates, 
that will double in the next 
30 years, which virtually 
guarantees that there will 
be more civil wars, more 
failed states and even more 
refugees. And that’s before 
you factor in the impact of 
climate change in the sub-
tropics.

The EU’s own population 
is about 650 million, and 
it is not growing. So there 
is deep concern among EU 
leaders (though many of 

them don’t want to say it 
in public) that in 10 or 20 
years they will be facing il-
legal migration so massive 
that it would fundamental-
ly change the cultural iden-
tity of European countries.

They want to get the 
new, much tougher policy 
towards refugees in place 
now, before the refugees 
taking the sea route to Eu-
rope start coming in even 
greater numbers, but they 
don’t want to take respon-
sibility for the deaths that 
will happen as a result. 
How to shift the blame? 
Try this. “It’s not our fault 
that all those poor people 
are dying at sea; it’s the 
fault of the evil people-
smugglers.”

Seven in ten (69%) Canadians who are planning to buy a new 
home within the next year are concerned to some extent (54%) or 
to a great extent (15%) that they will be paying a purchase price 
higher than the actual market value. Seven percent (7%) of 
Canadians plan to purchase a home or property in the next year. 

 » Julie Ades, senior economist with the the Conference Board of Canada, notes that 
Canadians are generally more pessimistic about finances and job opportunities, most 
notably in Alberta and Ontario

“Relative to last month, Canadians were more pessimistic about 
their current and future finances, their willingness to make a major 
purchase, and future job prospects in April.” 

 » From the May 4, 2002 edition of The Observer

Elementary teachers in Waterloo Region are hoping a little 
solidarity will help their position as they negotiate a new contract 
with the school board. The Elementary Teacher’s Federation of 
Ontario (EFTO) is asking other teachers not to apply for positions in 
the region until it reaches a deal with the Waterloo Region District 
School Board.

YOUR VIEW / LETTERS

ture infrastructure invest-
ments.”

And the assessment of 
Green Party of Ontario 
leader Mike Schreiner.

“The Liberal’s liquida-
tion of Hydro One is a bad 
business decision by a 
desperate government,” 
he says, adding the sell-off 
would deprive the province 
of annual dividends – $287 
million last year alone – 
forever.

 There are numerous 
studies, including two ex-
pert panels appointed by 
the Liberals, that clearly 
outline various revenue 
tools to fund transporta-
tion infrastructure, he 
argues. Such measures are 
preferable to a government 
desperately selling a valu-
able public asset to fund 
transit.

“Losing control of our 
transmission grid will 

KANNON: Sustainable finances 
the only option for governments
FROM | 9 drive up electricity prices 

and decrease our ability 
to implement solutions 
to save energy,” says Sch-
reiner. “Private companies 
will want to maximize 
sale and profits, not help 
people save money by sav-
ing energy. We can’t lose 
this because the Liberals 
have failed to manage our 
finances responsibly.”

That’s the problem, pre-
cisely. Short-term gains 
from asset sales – leaving 
aside the opportunities for 
corruption – are indicative 
of a government unable to 
manage its finances (the 
federal budget showed the 
same). The only solution 
is to turn government into 
a sustainable operation. 
That means major changes 
to its biggest costs: sala-
ries and benefits. There 
is simply no alternative. 
Everything else is so much 
twaddle, as we saw with 
budgets last week.

Take a more 
compassionate 
view on refugees

To The Editor,
I want to address the 
column “Effective refugee 
solution one that won’t 
even be considered” (Ob-
server, Apr. 25/15). I find 
several of its statements to 
be rather disturbing. 

I think it’s fair to say 
that many of us in Canada 
are citizens of this coun-
try because our ancestors 
came to Canada as refugees 
or immigrants. Person-
ally, I am so grateful that 
the government allowed 
my grandparents to come 
from Europe following 
the Second World War. 
What would have hap-
pened if the government 
at that time had adopted 
the “turn back each and 
every asylum seeker” ap-
proach to dealing with 
refugee claimants? I agree 
that the West should “stop 

mucking things up via our 
wars,” etc., but that does 
not mean we should ignore 
people in other parts of the 
world who need a place to 
start over or be safe. 

In order to be responsi-
ble global citizens, we need 
to welcome refugees and 
immigrants, recognizing 
that their contributions to 
our culture are important 
though they may be differ-
ent from what some of us 
are used to. Economically 
speaking, we need to have 
patience and help people 
find their way in Canada 
– a person’s potential can 
only be reached if they 
have the proper tools to 
unlock it. It may be danger-
ous for refugees to try to 
come here, but that does 
not mean staying put is a 
good option for people who 
are unsafe at home. If there 
were more ways for people 
to get from one country to 
another safely, accidents 
like those mentioned in the 
article would likely be less. 

To believe that people who 
are fleeing their homes 
should be turned away 
when they arrive in a new 
country is to adhere to a 
very narrow perspective. 
I hope that the Woolwich 
community understands 
the importance of welcom-
ing and supporting new 
Canadians. Who knows 
when we or our loved ones 
may be those needing a 
safe place to go?

RACHEL DYCK | ST JACOBS

 
Keep federal 
budget in mind 
when we go to the 
polls in the fall

To the Editor,
The recent Conserva-
tive federal budget 
proposed a number of tax 
changes that will reduce 
the taxes paid by a number 
of Canadians and also an 
increase in the yearly tax 

free savings account de-
posit limit. There are some 
things we should all con-
sider before we celebrate.

The child tax benefit 
cheques are scheduled to 
arrive in the summer. It has 
been calculated that just 
the printing and distribu-
tion of the checks will cost 
on the order of $12 million. 
When you consider that 
these benefits could be dis-
tributed in other ways, as 
tax credits on the tax forms 
or maybe direct deposit, 
this $12 million hardly 
seems fiscally responsible, 
but getting a cheque in the 
mail has a significant po-
litical impact.   

The money involved in 
the tax measures means 
more money in the hands 
of individuals, but that 
means there is less money 
for other things. Report-
edly, we will see cuts to 
programs such as health 
care, food inspection and 

LETTER | 11

editor@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT A LETTER 
 TO THE EDITOR.
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CONSUMER
CASH DISCOUNT

2015

TEST DRIVE ONE TODAY
CHRYSLER 200

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$3000

The All-New 2015 Chrysler 200 sedan 
earns a spot on Consumers Digest’s list 
of automotive “Best Buys” for the 2015 

model year. According to Consumers Digest, Best Buy 
award winners deliver the most value for the money in 
their respective classes. The Consumers Digest concept 
of value is based on a vehicle’s purchase price and 
ownership costs relative to subjective factors, such as 
comfort, performance and utility.

99
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2010 DODGE CALIBER SXT HATCHBACK
Economical 4 cylinder engine with automatic 
transmission, air conditioning, power windows/lock, 
heated mirors, heated front seats and more. Finished in 
deep cherry red. 82,000km. $10,995.

2011 DODGE RAM 1500 CREW CAB 4X4
SLT Plus model, 5.7 V8 Hemi engine, remote-start,dual 
exhaust,20 inch chrome wheels, power driver's seat, 
Uconnect with Bluetooth,trailer tow group and more. 
Only 58,600 kilometers,finished in silver. $26,995. 

242
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2008 DODGE AVENGER SXT SEDAN
Economical 4 cylinder engine, automatic transmis-
sion, power sunroof, power driver's seat, heated 
seats, aluminum wheels, Bluetooth, air conditioning 
and more. only 50,700 km. Finished in red. $10,995.

121
48 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2011 DODGE JOURNEY SXT
V6 engine,6-speed automatic transmission, dual zone 
climate control, keyless entry, fog lamps, power driver's 
seat and more. Finished in cashmere, 65,300 km. $16,995.

153
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2013 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CREW 
Full Stow-n-go seating, 3.6 litre V6 engine, fog lights, 
power driver's seat, power rear window package, 
aluminum rims, rear air and heat and much more. Only 
38,500 kilometers, finished in billet metalic. $22,995. 

156
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2013 CHRYSLER 200 LIMITED SEDAN 
3.6 litre V6 engine, 6-speed auto transmission, heated 
leather seats, auto-start, power sunroof, Bluetooth 
connectivity, deluxe wheels and much more. Previous daily 
rental. Finished in medium grey, only 30,500 km. $17,995. 

122
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

SALE PRICed

2012 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CREW
3.6 litre V6, 6 speed automatic transmission, full Stow-n-Go, 
front and rear climate control, power driver seat, power 
windows front and rear, fog lights, alloy wheels and more. 
Finished in dark grey, only 39,500 kilometers. $21,995.

169
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2009 DODGE JOURNEY SXT AWD 
All-wheel-drive, V6 engine with 6 speed automatic 
transmission, power driver seat, fog lights and much 
more. Finished in deep cherry red. 96,800km. $13,995.

126
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

environmental protection, 
programs we all value. I 
have also heard that some 
families will actually be 
losing money with these 
tax changes.

The budget promises 
money for programs such 
as military procurement 
and infrastructure, but 
not until 2017, and only 
relatively small amounts 
of money will be made 
available for these projects 
at that time. This allows 
the government to claim it 
has given these programs 
money, but the money is 
needed now. Crumbling 
bridges and roads will only 
get worse, and military 
equipment is only getting 
more expensive.   

The TSFA limit increases 
will mean more money will 
be saved by individuals, 
but it is skewed in favour 
of those with money to 
contribute. This will mean 
less taxable income for fu-
ture governments. At some 
point, governments, fed-
eral, provincial and local, 
will have to raise taxes to 
make up shortfalls, or cut 
programs like health care, 

education and even gar-
bage collection, programs 
that people have become 
accustomed to.   

It is, as usual, all about 
choices. We need to decide 
in October what we value 
in Canadian society.   

ELISABETH DAUB | ST AGATHA

 
Talking trash 
about plan 
to curb 
garbage pickup 

To the Editor,
I wonder whose idea it 
was to restrict the hours of 
the Elmira transfer station? 
Next, garbage pickup only 
every second week. Re-
stricting curbside pickup to 
four bags if done every sec-
ond week, and two if done 
every week is another not 
so great idea. 

Anybody in his right 
mind knows that the av-
erage household of four 
produces more garbage 
than this. To even suggest 
curbside pickup being 
done every second week is 
ludicrous.

Coun. Mark Bauman 
noted when he engaged 
in some cleanup around 
Elmira last week that the 
amount of garbage collect-

ed had tripled. What are 
we doing to this once fine, 
clean town?

After having lived in Jo-
hannesburg, Cape Town, 
Regina and Vancouver we 
settled on Elmira as the 
best place to raise our fam-
ily and start a local busi-
ness. Part of the reasoning 
for this was that the town 
was so clean and so well 
maintained, especially in 
comparison with Johan-
nesburg and Regina, where 
litter is rampant.

Can it be so difficult to 
let a private operator take 
over the transfer station?

I am dumbfounded.

ELZE BREDENKAMP | ELMIRA

 
Removal from 
council a fitting 
penalty

To the Editor,
First, I commend Dan 
Holt for drawing attention 
to the errors in a Woolwich 
councillor’s elections fil-
ing. The elections laws 
make it both expensive and 
difficult for alert citizens 
to express their concerns. I 
thank Dr. Holt for channel-
ing citizen inquiries about 
that return.  

Since the councillor has 
admitted to the media that 

there are errors in his fil-
ing, an expensive audit 
may not be necessary be-
yond requesting the name 
of the donor, the costs of 
the signs, metal supports 
and brochures. The admis-
sion that errors were made 
confirms that Dr. Holt did 
not file a frivolous com-
plaint as it is now a verified 
complaint. Audit costs 
should clearly be covered 
by Woolwich Township, 
who failed to adequately 
examine the return before 
posting it.

The focus should now be 
on the issue of penalty or 
forgiveness. This is a seri-
ous local concern since a 
precedent will be set by the 
region’s Municipal Elec-
tion Compliance Audit 
Committee. Findings will 
suggest whether compli-
ance  to well documented 
and clearly defined rules is 
optional. This has not hap-
pened before in Waterloo 
Region and for good rea-
son – the rules are clearly 
outlined. For example, the 
posted  financial statement 
(page 5, table 3) requires 
the candidate to list all 
contributions in goods or 
services from individuals 
and requires the candi-
date to list all contribu-
tions from corporations or 
unions (page 6, table 4). 

YOUR VIEW / LETTERS

The form has clearly indi-
cated lines labelled “signs,” 
“brochures/flyers” (page 
2)  and “contributions,” etc. 
(page 4). One must assume 
that  candidates know that 
they had  signs and bro-
chures and, by definition, 
there are donations in-
volved. I understand  that 
candidates are also briefed 
on the filing details.

Completed returns are 
provided at the Woolwich 
website so interested citi-
zens can examine them. As 
comparison, it is worth  
noting another councillor’s 
exemplary return (that of  
Patrick Merlihan) which 
includes  complete and 
detailed copies of bills, 
cheques and receipts – an 
excellent standard, indeed!

It is important to fol-
low rules in a system that 
relies on self-declaration. 
CRA, the Canada Revenue 
Agency, also relies on self-
reporting and it expects 
accuracy, not excuses. In 
similar fashion, the for-
mer mayor of Woolwich, 
although admitting to and 
making restitution for an 
error, was still charged and 
awaits trial. The  serious-
ness  of the proper comple-
tion of the election process 
with the filing of accurate 
and precise returns  is un-
derlined by  the  maximum 

LETTER: Vote 
for our values
FROM | 10

penalties of a $25,000 fine 
and/or jail time. These 
penalties, in my opinion, 
are extreme in this case. 
However, the lesser pen-
alty, forfeiture of office, is 
appropriate. If a candidate 
does not file a return, he/
she  cannot run for or hold 
office – so what should the 
penalty be if a flawed re-
turn is filed?

It is reasonable for Wool-
wich voters to expect poli-
ticians to follow the rules. 
The eyes of the region are 
upon the audit committee 
and we anxiously await 
their findings.

RICHARD CLAUSI | ELMIRA

You never know 
where your ideas can 
lead the community. 

Start the  
conversation.

MAKE YOUR 
OPINIONS 

COUNT FOR 
SOMETHING.
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SPORTS
MOTOCROSS / WINNING WAYS

Alma racer opens Ontario 
motocross season with a win

OPEN
COUNTRY

King of 
hens not all 
that it 
may seem

As I write this we are 
only three days into our 
wild turkey season and I 
have already discovered 
two things. 

First, the ladies find me 
irresistible. Second, these 
days when I say ladies I 
mean hen turkeys.

That’s right. I have not 
filled a tag yet. Nor have I 
heard a gobbler’s lusty re-
sponse. But I have called in 
quite a few hens.

The idea was to lure in 
hens so that gobblers or 
jakes might follow. But that 
hasn’t worked out for me. I 
suppose I could have shot 
any bearded hen that came 
in, too. That, after all, is for 
some strange reason also 
legal.

Having said that, I’m 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

AWARD | 14

Former Jacks coach Rob Way earns leadership award
SCOTT BARBER

Active in youth sports 
throughout the region for 
more than 30 years, former 
Wellesley Applejacks coach 
Rob Way will be recognized 
this month by Civitan 
Sports with a community 
involvement and leader-
ship award. 

“It’s a real special hon-
our,” Way said. “It’s pretty 

elite company when you 
consider that it’s given 
along with the Athlete of 
the Year Award, and you 
look back at some of the 
people that have received 
the volunteer award over 
the last number of years, 
it’s pretty special, because 
you recognize a lot of 
names that have given a lot 
to the community.”

The annual award, which 

honours volunteers and 
not-for-profit organiza-
tions which demonstrate 
leadership and dedication 
for local sports, will be 
presented at the Wilmot 
Recreation Centre on May 
20. The New Hamburg 
Firebirds hockey club got 
the nod for the team award, 
while the Wilmot Aquatic 
Aces were selected in the 
organization category.

Way got started as a mi-
nor hockey coach in Water-
loo as a university student 
in the early 1980s. Eventu-
ally, he also took up with 
youth fastball, helping out 
with numerous teams for 
his own kids and for others 
that just needed the help.

“I’ve always believed that 
the kids you coach are like 
sponges and you can’t give 
them enough information,” 

Way said. “I think some-
times coaches sell their 
kids short on what they can 
do, and I just love to teach 
and give kids the ability to 
do different things and im-
prove. I think that’s really 
neat for me. And the other 
thing is, I just love the rela-
tionships with the kids.”

Having been involved 
with youth sports for so 
many years, he’s watched 

countless athletes grow 
up and go on to success in 
sports and in life.

He gets a real kick out of 
running into former play-
ers years later, all grown 
up.

“We went to sell our 
house a few years ago, and 
the real estate agent told 
us, ‘you know the people 
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With a victory at the 
first race of the 2015 Ca-
nadian Motorsport Rac-
ing Corporation season, 
Alma native Davin Grose is 
poised for a big year. 

The 20-year-old moto-
cross racer finished first 
in the MX2 intermediate 
category at Gopher Dunes 
in Courtland on April 18, 
earning 50 league points.

“It was a great way to 
start off the season here in 
Ontario,” Grose said. “In 
racing there are a lot of ups 
and downs. Things went 
really well there, but then 
last weekend, I raced in 
Chatsworth at Motopark, 
and it was tough; I fell 
a lot. I got a top-ten, 
but it wasn’t where 
I wanted to be.”

Grose has 
been steadily 
advancing up 
the CMRC level 
system over the 
past five years, 
and is now just 
a step below the 
professional ranks.

SCOTT BARBER But that could change in 
a hurry.

“As an intermediate, I’m 
allowed to race with the 
pros,” Grose explained. “So 
this year, my goal is to race 
in my first pro nationals.”

It won’t be easy though, 
as pro races are much lon-

ger 
and 

more phys-
ically demand-

ing.
“I’ve pretty much 

been training all win-
ter,” Grose said, pointing 

to the trips he 
took down to 

Florida and 
Texas to 

stay in 
racing 
shape. 
“Now, 
I’ve got 
to step 

it up to 
where I am 

able to ride 
for 30 min-

utes straight 
on the bike. Whereas 

GALEA | 13

Davin Grose won the MX2 race at Gopher Dunes in Courtland, April 18, the first event on the Canadian Motorsport Racing 
Corporation calendar   [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

MOTORCROSS | 14
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pleased to announce that, 
thus far, all the hens have 
been clean shaven. That’s 
good because I am always 
conflicted when I see a 
bearded hen. 

One part of me says, 
“Take it. It’s legal game.” 
The other part, however, 
says “That poor hen has 
probably had a rough 
enough life already. Leave 
it alone.”

Honestly, it can’t be easy 
being female with a beard. 
The way I figure the toms 

and jakes in the flock could 
go two ways on this. 

First, they could find her 
repulsive and call her mean 
turkey names. And that 
would be hurtful.

Or, just maybe they just 
might find a beard on a 
hen incredibly attractive 
in an exotic sort of way. If 
that’s the case, it’s prob-
ably even worse for the hen 
in question. And not just 
because of the catcalling 
she’d receive when passing 
a bunch of male turkeys on 
a construction site.

No, it’s even more insidi-
ous than that.

The way I figure it, if all the 
males really like a hen, that 
probably means the other 
females probably hate her.

So basically it’s a no-win 
situation.  

Having been in a similar 
situation, I know exactly 
how a bearded hen feels. 
When I was younger, fe-
males found me far too at-
tractive to actually date or 
even talk to. Though they 
never actually verbalized 
it, this is the only explana-

tion I can come up that 
makes any sense at all. 

Similarly, other males 
were incredibly jealous and 
used to give me wedgies as 
a result. 

As a result, I have a soft 
spot for bearded hens. 
True, I shot one a few years 
back – mostly because I 
was jealous her beard was 
fuller and better kept than 
my own – but I doubt I’ll 
ever shoot another. 

In fact, I can honestly say 
that every hen is safe around 
me – which is a good thing 

to say if you are a turkey 
hunter but a bad thing to say 
in an interview, especially if 
you are applying for a job at 
a poultry farm.

Maybe that’s why hens 
are gravitating to me this 
hunting season. Perhaps 
they realize that I’m no 
threat to them at all.

I’m disappointed with 
the way they are thanking 
me, however. 

Would it kill them to lure 
in that big jerk of a gobbler 
who harasses them day in 
and day out? 

You’d think they’d want 
to do this. After all, a boss 
gobbler is a notorious, ar-
rogant bully and playboy. 
He struts around, acts like 
he’s irresistible and breeds 
with any female who gives 
him any indication she’s 
remotely interested. He 
probably promises the 
world, too. 

In any other world, that 
would be enough to get the 
male shot. 

Turkeys are different 
though. Which is why the 
males play the field.

GALEA: In hunting season, there is a downside to being named the king of hens
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BirdBird
 Watching Watching
TourTour

Point Peele National Park

Saturday
May 2nd & 9th 2015

Contact 
Amos Weber

519-669-5557
1-855-WAY WE GO

Upcoming Tours:
May 15-16  •  Ottawa Tulip Festival

Coming Soon:
Lion Safari, Niagara Falls, CN Tower, Toronto Zoo

• DRAINAGE TILES & REPAIRS,
   CATCH BASIN, ETC.
• RETAINING WALLS
• FOUNDATION REPAIRS

DENNIS KUEPFER - MILLBANK - (519) 595-4362

• SPECIALIZE IN SEWAGE
   TREATMENT SYSTEMS
• INSTALL & REPAIR SEPTIC TANKS
   HOLDING TANKS & WEEPING BEDS 
• SEPTIC TANK PUMPING

In 2014, Katie Harnock 
captured her second world 
championship title with 
the Canadian women’s 
wheelchair basketball 
team. 
With a stellar 15.8 points 
per game average on 58 per 
cent shooting, the Elmira 
native was named to the 
tournament all-star team 
following the event held at 
Toronto’s Mattamy Athletic 
Centre June 20-28. 

Harnock was also rec-
ognized by her teammates 
with the True Sport Award, 
“which rewards an athlete 
who engages in healthy, 
fair, inclusive and fun 
sport.”

To cap off the standout 
season, the former Uni-
versity of Alabama athlete 
also received the Stan 
Stronge Memorial Award 
from the Canadian Wheel-
chair Sports Association 
because, “both on and off 

Katie Harnock up for K-W Athlete of the Year Award
Elmira wheelchair basketball player had a very busy and fruitful 2014, with nomination a nice capper

SCOTT BARBER

the court, she displayed the 
skill, composure and lead-

ership of a veteran player 
and was a strong mentor to 

her younger teammates.”
Now, Harnock has been 

selected as a finalist for the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Athlete 
of the Year Award, present-
ed by Civitan Sports. 

“It was a really nice sur-
prise,” Harnock said. “It 
has given me a chance to 
think back on the season 
and the tournament and 
how much fun it was and 
how wonderful everyone 
on the team played. Some-
times we get caught up 
always looking forward. In 
sports especially, there’s 
always another tourna-
ment or qualification or 
something else. So it was 
nice in the middle of this 
push for 2015 to kind of just 
take a break and think back 
on what a wonderful tour-
nament it was.”

A member of the na-
tional program since 2005, 
Harnock’s role with the 
squad has grown signifi-
cantly in recent years. Now 
a veteran and a leader, 

she is called on to carry 
big minutes in important 
games and counted on to 
produce at a high level. 

To handle the pressure, 
Harnock has worked on 
her mental approach to the 
game.

“The mental aspect 
is really overlooked 
in a lot of ways,” 
Harnock said. 
“It’s easier to build 
skills. If you want to 
improve your shot, 
you can get in the 
reps and take a 
thousand shots a 
week for however 
long. But the men-
tal aspect is dif-
ficult because you 
have to be tested. 
You can prepare 
and things like 
that, but to know 
where you’re at, 
you have to be 
tested.”

Like so many 
elite amateur 

athletes on the interna-
tional stage,  Harnock 
spends months and some-
times years training for the 
big competitions. You’ve 
got to be able to bring your 
best over the course of a 
week or two, and the pres-

sure in those moments 
can be daunting.

But experi-
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Katie Harnock led the Canadian Women’s wheelchair basketball team to victory at the 2014 
world championships in Toronto.  [SUBMITTED]
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25 Industrial Dr, Elmira
Milverton - Stratford - Drayton - Listowel

800 250 8750    www.mornington.ca

FREE
Skullcandy Uprock headphones

with every cellular contract*

FREE

See store for details.  While supplies last.  Headphone colour depending on availability.  Minimum $25/mth plan, 2 yr term required.  

7456 4th Line, Wallenstein, Ontario  • 519-669-2323 

Branson’s new line of UTV’s is now available 
at MAR•LINE. Call us for more details!  
UTV FEATURES INCLUDE:  

  60 horsepower engine
Fully automatic transmission 

  2 Seat or 4 seat models 
Red or Camo exterior finish

  Hydraulic brake system
   Electronic ignition

  Shaft drive front/rear
  Electronic dump bed
  Dual fan cooling system

Also 
see our full line 

of Branson Tractors 
from 24 to 80 hp

PUBLIC NOTICE
TELECOMMUNICATION TOWER

PROPOSAL

ANY PERSON may make a written submission to the individuals listed below before June 2, 
2015 with respect to this matter. 

Signum Wireless, in accordance with its      
obligations under the Radiocommunications 
Act and Industry Canada procedure             
CPC-2-0-03 (2014), hereby notifies the 
residents in the vicinity of Woolwich Street 
South and Fountain Street North in the 
Township of Woolwich of its intentions to 
develop a Telecommunication Tower at the 
location shown here consisting of : 

A 33 metre lattice tri-pole ●
telecommunication  tower 
An equipment shelter at the base, ●
and perimeter security fencing ●

The purpose of the proposed tower is to 
provide the infrastructure for carriers to 
improve wireless communication services in 
the immediate area.

33 Metre Lattice Tri-pole Tower   
278 Woolwich Street South, Breslau, ON 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the approval of telecommunication facilities and their design are 
under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Government of Canada through Industry Canada.   

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION relating to the proposed tower and site is available for review 
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday to Friday at the Township Office (24 Church 
Street West, Elmira). Further information may also be obtained through the following contacts: 

Co-ordinates: 43.467417, -80.408444 

Signum Wireless - contracted to: 

Joel Swagerman, MCIP, RPP 
FONTUR International Inc. 
70 East Beaver Creek Rd, Suite 22 
Richmond Hill, ON L4B 3B2 
Fax: 866-234-7873 
Email:
on1025.signum.info@fonturinternational.com  

Township of Woolwich contact: 

John Scarfone, MCIP, RPP 
Engineering & Planning Services 
Township of Woolwich 
Phone: 519-669-6037 
Fax: 519-669-4669 
Email: jscarfone@woolwich.ca 

right now, it’s only about 
15.”

Zipping around dirt 
tracks at speeds up to 70 
kilometres per hour, fly-
ing through the air over 
jumps, leaning through 
tight corners; controlling a 
230-pound bike through a 
motocross race is extreme-
ly difficult, both mentally 
and physically.

It takes years to get com-
fortable and to develop a 
personal style on the bike, 
Grose said.

And he’s certainly there 
now.

The sport is more than 
just a hobby, for Grose, it’s 
his whole life.

When he’s not racing, 
he can usually be found 
at the motopark facility 
in Chatsworth where he 
works as a bike mechanic.

Otherwise, Grose is on 
the road in his cube van 
that also serves as a bike 
hauler, repair shop and 
mobile home.

Just, “living the dream,” 
he said.

MOTORCROSS: Intermediate classification 
means he’ll get the chance to race the pros
FROM | 12

Alma native Davin Grose is looking to make his professional debut this season in the CMRC 
series.  [SUBMITTED]

that want to buy your 
home, the guy’s picture 
is on one of your plaques. 
You coached him when he 
was like 10 years old.’ Did I 
ever feel old,” he laughed. 
“And the other neat story, 
I was at the Waterloo may-
or’s event a couple years 
back and one of the chiefs 
had been a goalie for my 
team back in the day.”

Way served as an as-
sistant coach with the 
Applejacks for the 2012-

13 season, taking over as 
head coach for the 2013-
14 campaign. He left the 
club last spring in order to 
spend more time with his 
family.

But he’s still at it at the 
minor league level, help-
ing out where he can, em-
ploying his three decades 
worth of experience. 

“I’ve learned to under-
stand what motivates 
kids,” Way said. “Some 
kids you can come down 
hard on them and it really 
motivates them. Others, 

AWARD: Taking joy in watching kids develop
FROM | 12 you have to approach in 

completely different way 
to get the most out of 
them. That’s something 
you learn over the years, 
how to work with the kids 
to get them to the best of 
their abilities. And the 
other thing I’ve learned, is 
that all these kids, by and 
large, are just trying to do 
their best. ... I always tell 
my players, and I have for 
years, is that if I am hard 
on you, it’s not because I’m 
mad at you, it’s because I 
want to make you better.” 

Rob Way served as an assistant and head coach for the Wellesley Applejacks during the 2012-13 and 2013-14 seasons.   [FILE PHOTO]
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CHAMPIONSHIPS NET ELMIRA DOJO 24 PRIZES

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS
The 2nd Installment of the 2015 

Interim Tax Bill
Is due 

May 6, 2015
Taxes are payable at the Township of Wellesley Municipal Of�ce (4639 
Lobsinger Line) by cheque, money order, cash or debit; at Financial 
Institutions located within the Township of Wellesley, Telebanking, Internet 
Banking or by Pre-Authorized Payment. Credit Cards are not accepted.

There is a mail box available at the of�ce for payments being made after 
hours. Postdated cheques for the due dates are accepted.

Tax Payments may also be mailed to:
Township of Wellesley
4639 Lobsinger Line

R. R. #1
St. Clements, ON N0B 2M0

NOTE: Persons who have acquired properties and have not received a 
tax bill should contact the Municipal Of�ce. Failure to receive a tax bill 
does not relieve a taxpayer from responsibility for payment of taxes, nor 
from penalty for late payment.

Bonnie Kroetsch
Tax Clerk
Township of Wellesley
Telephone 519-699-3943

Township of Wellesley 
Public Notice

The Woodland Chris-
tian High School bad-
minton team has been 
tearing up the local and re-
gional tournament circuit 
this season, amassing a 
third straight District 8 se-
nior championship as well 
as numerous gold, silver 
and bronze medals at the 
Central Western Ontario 
Secondary Schools Associ-
ation and Ontario Christian 
Secondary School Athletic 
Association tournaments. 

“We had a strong team 
this year,” coach Jamie 
Wright explained. “Wayne 
Harris and I have been 
working on building the 
program for a number of 
years. We started coaching 
the team six years ago and 
we have worked on recruit-
ing good athletes and train-
ing them well and there 
has been a lot of success in 
the last few years; we have 
had a number of good ath-
letes come through.”

Woodland high school badminton players on a tear
It’s been a very good year for the high school team, with strong showings at the regional and provincial levels

SCOTT BARBER On April 24-25, the team 
put together a strong show-
ing at the OCSSAA finals 
at Brock University in St. 
Catharines.

Drew Carrick and Ju-
lia DeWeerd won gold in 
senior mixed doubles; 
Spencer Carrick picked 
up gold in senior singles; 
Dan Baczynskyj and Frank 
Xu earned silver in junior 
boys doubles; Daniel Wil-
ford picked up a bronze 
in junior boys singles and 
Mariah Jolin and Melena 
Lagana placed third in se-
nior girls doubles. 

Earlier in the month, the 
squad dominated the Dis-
trict 8 tournament.

The senior pairs teams 
of Drew Carrick and Julia 
DeWeerd, Mariah Jolin and 
Melena Lagana, and Spen-
cer Carrick and Brendan 
Vandergeest all won gold 
medals. Daniel Wilford 
earned the bronze in junior 
boys singles as did the ju-
nior boys pair Daniel Bac-
zynskyj and Frank Xu. 

The duo of Carrick and 
Vandergeest also scored 
a second place finish at 
CWOSSA, which earned the 
pair a spot at the provincial 

showdown in Markham.
“We have two boys that 

have accomplished the 
rare feat of qualifying for 
the provincial champion-
ship (Ontario Federation 
of School Athletic Asso-
ciations, OFSAA), which is 
very rare because it’s tough-
er to qualify in badminton 

than in other sports be-
cause they don’t have sepa-
rate classifications (A, AA, 
AAA etc.), it’s just one group 
altogether, which makes 
it very difficult,” Wright 
said. “CWOSSA is very dif-
ficult because you’ve got 
hundreds of players from 
all different levels of school 

classifications; it’s the best-
of-the-best from each dis-
trict no matter the school 
size.”

The boys were scheduled 
to take on the province’s 
best high school badminton 
players at the brand new 
Atos Markham Pan Am 
Centre April 30 to May 1.

AOY: Recognized for her commitment to sport
FROM | 13

ence has shown Harnock 
what works best for her to 
get ready to play.

“Everybody is differ-
ent,” she said. “Like sit-
ting in the dressing room 
at worlds, everybody had 
their own little things. 
Some people like to listen 
to music and get really 
jacked up, while I prefer it 
to be quiet. The games are 
stressful enough; I don’t 
need to get wound up be-
forehand. So what I do is, 
like 10 minutes before the 
semi-finals, I was actually 
reading a book.”

It’s not about getting 
her mind off of the game, 
rather, finding some per-

The Elmira Karate Dojo came home with 24 prizes after attending the CNGK championships in Elora Apr. 12. More than 200 competitors from 
14 dojos across Ontario competed in goju kata, kumite and kobudo styles of karate. Winners were: Carmen Graves, Mirjana Vujosevic, Taylor 
Payne, Sam Domzella, Emily Hickey, Jake Bauman, Nathan Maier, Isaak Nafziger, Jordyn MacDonald, Jamieson Meissner, Larissa Musselman, 
Ethan Woeller & Cole Thompson.

spective. She cares about 
winning, no question, but 
it is just a game of basket-
ball after all, she explained. 

And it’s certainly work-
ing.

The eight other finalists 
for the 2014 Kitchener-
Waterloo region athlete of 
the year award are: Jessica 
Buttinger, field hockey; 
Alex Elliot, swimming; 
Taveena Kum, boxing; 
Becky Pavan, volleyball; 
Tanner Pearson, hockey; 
Silvana Shamuon, martial 
arts; Tyler Varga, football; 
Amanda Woodcroft, field 
hockey.

The winner will be an-
nounced at the Wilmot 
Recreation Centre on May 
20.

Members of the Woodland Christian High School badminton team earned numerous medals in both singles and doubles matches at the Ontario Christian Schools Athletic Association 
tournament  Apr. 24-25 in St. Catharines. Back row: Coach Wayne Harris, Cam Hoekstra, Spencer Carrick, Nathan Witteveen, Daniel Wolfert, and coach Jamie Wright. Middle row: Tanner 
Stam, Frank Xu, Daniel Baczynskyj, Drew Carrick, Mariah Jolin and Melena Lagana. Front row: Jillian Hofstee, Paige Roorda, Julia DeWeerd and  Jocelyn Witteveen. [SUBMITTED]
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&HAY & STRAW SALES
CUSTOM HAYING

Quality Canadian Hay & Straw
To Your Barn Door

Chris Martin 
SALES AND PURCHASING
519-580-6710
chris@marhavenagri.ca

Scott Martin 
CUSTOM HAYING
519-741-6318

jared@marhavenagri.ca

www.marhavenagri.ca

We buy, sell, and transport hay and straw

Chris Martin
SALES AND PURCHASING

519-580-6710
chris@marhavenagri.ca

Scott Martin
CUSTOM HAYING

519-741-6318
jared@marhavenagri.ca

No longer just a home 
for hockey, the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre is now 
hosting Canada’s other na-
tional sport: lacrosse. 

And it’s not just the boys 
that will be taking part. 

“Two years ago, we 
were looking at getting 
our daughter into lacrosse 
and we were told that 
field was the only option,” 
Kitchener-Waterloo Minor 
Lacrosse Association sec-
retary Kevin Schmitt said. 
“When we asked the asso-
ciation about box, they told 
us if we could get 10 players 
together, they would give 
us a team. And so we got 10 
girls and we played against 
Centre Wellington and 
Guelph and it was great. 
Our girls were younger and 
weren’t all that successful, 
but they were learning the 
game. And then last year 
we had 29 players. This 
year, between the girls that 
have moved up to peewee, 
another division, and the 
novice, we have 45-50. So it 
is growing huge.”

Canadians have been 
playing box lacrosse, the 
sport’s indoor incarnation, 
for nearly a century, but it 
wasn’t until recently that 
girls got the chance to take 
part in organized leagues.

Now, interest is taking 
off, and to meet demand, 
the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Minor Lacrosse Association 
is renting the Jim McLeod 
arena on Monday and 
Wednesday evenings.

“There just wasn’t 
enough floor-time in the 

Girls taking up lacrosse in larger numbers
With growing popularity, box lacrosse league makes its way to Elmira for space at the WMC

SCOTT BARBER

city,” Schmitt explained. 
“And so we worked with the 
township to bring the girls 
up to Elmira, and we are so 
grateful for it. It has really 
worked out well.”

Field lacrosse has long 
been a popular sport 
amongst girls and women 
throughout the province, 
while box,  the rougher 
and tougher version – yes, 
crosschecking is encour-
aged – of the game, was 
reserved for the boys.

Not anymore.
“For a long time hockey 

and lacrosse were just for 
the boys, but that’s chang-
ing in a big way and I think 
it’s great,” 

Schmitt, 
also the 
presi-
dent of 
the Wool-
wich Girls 
Minor Hockey As-
sociation said. “Girls 
deserve to  have the op-
portunity to play whatever 
sport they want.”

Come May 30-31, the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Braves 
will welcome over 50 teams 
from across Ontario to the 
WMC for one of only two 
qualifier tournaments for 
the 2015 provincial cham-
pionships.

The Kitchener-Waterloo Minor Lacrosse Association Brave’s novice and peewee girls are playing box lacrosse at the WMC on Monday and Wednesday evenings this spring.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

The program will host more than 50 teams from across Ontario for a provincial qualifier May 30-31. Hand eye coordination is a key element of the sport.

BACK-TO-BACK KW BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS!

The KW Basketball men’s league crowned the Lancaster Tavern team, for the second time in as many years, champions of E-division. The first-place status maintained throughout the 
season, was secured Apr. 23 in a come-from-behind battle that was decided at the buzzer. Team members are Fred Humphrey, Dave Aldworth, Randy Aldworth, Jeff Miller, Jeff Roth, Mike 
Aldworth, Chris Aldworth (back row) Patrick Merlihan, Keith Gilbert, Alex Gilbert, Jacob Gilbert and Brad Osborne.



OBSERVER 2015 HOME & GARDEN GUIDE | 17THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2015

Offer is in effect from May 1 to June 30, 2015.

Available at the following participating ECHO Dealer:

www.echo.ca

ARE Better than One! 

Speed Feed Head

Speed-Feed® 400
Trimmer Head

with the purchase 
of an

ECHO GT225

Retail Value

Rapid Loader Head

GT225 
TRIMMER

After $30
Instant
Rebate

(A division of Reist Industries) 

The world’s fastest 
loading trimmer head! 
Loads in seconds! 

Standard equipment on 
the GT225 Trimmer. 

100 Union St. Elmira

www.woolwichrentals.ca
519.669.0524

Home & Garden
GET THE TOOLS, TRADES AND GO-TO HELP to spiff up your home’s insides and beautify your outdoors.

SPRINGTIME 
KNOW-HOW TO GET 
THE JOB DONE RIGHT!

The Observer directory of 
local businesses can help!

QUALITY PRODUCTS. PERSONAL SERVICE. NEW INNOVATIVE PPG THE VOICE OF COLOUR® SYSTEM 

All products may not be available. See in store for details. 

Available at:

SAVE $10 PER 3.78 L
on MANOR HALL® Interior & Exterior Paints,  
and Manor Hall TIMELESS® 

 
®

Trim, PPG Floor and Porch Enamels and PPG SEAL GRIP

SAVE $7 PER 3.78 L
on WALLHIDE® Interior Paints, SUN PROOF® Paints, PPG PURE 
PERFORMANCE  Paints & Primers, PPG Pittsburgh Kitchen, Bath & 

® Primers

MAIL-IN REBATE
MAY 6 – JULY 7, 2015

27 Arthur St. S., 
Elmira

519.669.3658

FOR ALL YOUR HOME 
DECORATING NEEDS.

DECORATING
READ’S

SINCE 1961

THIS SUMMER, SAVE WITH

* Ask your dealer for more details. On 
select models only. ** Taxes, freight, 
PDI extra. On approved credit. Select 

models only. Specifications and design 
subject to change without notice.

ELMIRA:
6805 Line 86 West
519-669-1561

1-800-665-1561

%
FINANCING*
AVAILABLE
FOR 12 / 24
0R 36 MONTHS
O.A.C.0

Visit us at our website: www.stoltzsales.com

LAWN
TRACTOR
STARTING AT

$1,599.00

ZERO TURN
RIDER
STARTING AT

$3,239.00
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Home & Garden GET THE TOOLS, TRADES 
AND GO-TO HELP 
to spiff up your home’s insides 
and beautify your outdoors.

SPRINGTIME 
KNOW-HOW TO GET 
THE JOB DONE RIGHT!

The Observer directory of 
local businesses can help!

THE NEW XT ENDURO SERIES™

st ands up
TO anything.

every other

tractor

including

warranty out there.

LAWN TRACTORS

•  Smooth and comfortable operation. 
Premium foot-operated hydrostatic 
transmission lets you just push the 
pedal and go

•  Corrosion defense system with 
e-coat for best-in-class protection 

•  Nearly effortless steering and 
incredible handling provided by new, 
optimized steering system

LAWN TRACTORS

•  Tackle the tough jobs with powerful 
professional-grade V-twin engines  

•  Advanced, heavy-duty ball-type front 
wheel bearings provide years of 
reliable service

•  Premium Multi Trac tires with 
aggressive tread design provide 
sure-footed traction

•  High-output battery provides optimal 
starting in all types of weather

GARDEN TRACTORS

•  The only tractors with a beltless 
driveshaft for premium power, 
trouble-free operation and long life 

• Robust cast iron hydrostatic  
 transmission is ultra-smooth,  
 yet stands up to rugged use 
• Ideal for powering attachments  
 and accessories
•  Extended powertrain warranty†:  

4 years, unlimited hours

STARTING AT:

$1,999*
STARTING AT:

$2,499*

STARTING AT:

$4,699*

THE INDUSTRY’S STRONGEST WARRANTY†
UNLIMITED HOURS. 5-YEAR CHASSIS AND 

FRONT AXLE. 3-YEAR POWERTRAIN.

GSE with 50" stamped  
deck shown – $6,144

Decks sold separately 
starting at – $591

THE ADVICE, SERVICE, SELECTION AND SUPPORT YOU NEED TO FIND THE RIGHT FIT FOR YOUR YARD. 
YOUR INDEPENDENT DEALER – EXPERT SERVICE. LOCALLY OWNED.

(1) Subject to credit approval. Not all customers qualify. Additional terms may apply. Please see your local Cub Cadet dealer for details.* Product Price — Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and 
handling charges  may be additional and may vary. Models subject to limited availability.   † See your local dealer for limited warranty details and information. Certain restrictions apply. Specifications and programs are subject to 
change without notice.  Images may not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifications.

Martin's Small Engines
21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519-669-2884
www.martinselmira.com

Call for your quote today... 
SALES@RMWEXTERIORS.COM  |  WWW.RMWEXTERIORS.COM

519.669.1445

Exterior Finishing 
Siding • Trough • Leafguard

Screened Enclosures  
 Retractable Screen Doors

Columns • Railings • Windows • Doors

HOURS: Monday-Friday 9am-8pm | Saturday 9am-5pm |Sunday 10am-4pm

1661 New Jerusalem Rd. Elmira
519.664.0404
www.stjacobscountrygardens.com

“Let us be grateful to people 
who make us happy, they are 
the charming gardeners who 
make our souls blossom.” 

Marcel Proust (1871-1922)

MAY

9
Prep for May 24!

Pre-pot your planters/urns with us! 
Join us for Gardening Yoga — 

What’s New for 2015 workshops on 
May 9th at the Garden Centre. 

Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service

ELMIRA, ON
519-669-3232 

WE HAVE TIRES FOR ALL YOUR
 LAWN & GARDEN NEEDS.

We also offer professional tire service
and repair, on-site or in our shop.

Fast Response | Fully Equipped Service Trucks
24-Hour Highway Service | On-The-Spot Tire Repairs

Now’s the time 
to replace your 
worn-out tires 
for a safer, more 
reliable ride.



OBSERVER 2015 HOME & GARDEN GUIDE | 19THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2015

Home & Garden GET THE TOOLS, TRADES 
AND GO-TO HELP 
to spiff up your home’s insides 
and beautify your outdoors.

SPRINGTIME 
KNOW-HOW TO GET 
THE JOB DONE RIGHT!

The Observer directory of 
local businesses can help!

Call for your quote today... 
SALES@RMWEXTERIORS.COM  |  WWW.RMWEXTERIORS.COM

519.669.1445

Exterior Finishing 
Siding • Trough • Leafguard

Screened Enclosures  
 Retractable Screen Doors

Columns • Railings • Windows • Doors

Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service

ELMIRA, ON
519-669-3232 

WE HAVE TIRES FOR ALL YOUR
 LAWN & GARDEN NEEDS.

We also offer professional tire service
and repair, on-site or in our shop.

Fast Response | Fully Equipped Service Trucks
24-Hour Highway Service | On-The-Spot Tire Repairs

Now’s the time 
to replace your 
worn-out tires 
for a safer, more 
reliable ride.

396 Victoria St. N., Kitchener | tel: 519.578.9663 *See store for details.

         

STORE HOURS: Mon-Thur 10am-6pm | Fri 9-8 | Sat 9-4 | Sun 12-4 

Select
PATIO SETS 

UP TO

70%

OFF

All in stock
Wicker

50%

OFF
Firepits

 DIY
Available

 

Umbrellas
Starting 
at $220

Umbrellas

25-50%

OFF

Save up 
to $500
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SUPPLIES

HOME
RENOVATION

FOR ALL OF YOUR

Free Estimates

MAR-SPAN
Home Hardware Building Centre

7873 Wellington Road 8, 1km east of Drayton
7:00am - 6:00pm     

Phone: 519-638-2420      519-638-5015
Sat:  8:00am - 4:00pmMon-Fri:
Fax: 

Rentals
WOOD SPLITTER
MINI EXCAVATOR

SKID STEER
AIR TOOLS

GENERATOR
ELECTRIC TOOLS

MAN-LIFT

Services
KEY CUTTING
RUG DOCTOR

KNIFE SHARPENING
SCREEN REPAIR

ARTIC CLEAR WATER
MILL SHOP

CUSTOM SHEDS
PROPANE

PAINT MATCHING

Contact:  MAYNARD 
| 519.669.8583 | 

7223 3rd Line RR4, Elmira

grown trees and shrubs

COME IN AND SEE 

OUR LARGE SELECTION
OF INSTOCK:

HOSTAS | ROSES | SHADE TREES | ORNAMENTAL
 FLOWERING SHRUBS | FLOWERING 

TREES |  FRUIT TREES |  HEDGESPOWER PLUS+
MODEL: 1000W-50

BACKUP 
POWER UNIT

Marty Long  519-749-5025
Maryhill, ON  | www.gartechinnovation.com

NO ONE WANTS THE UNNECESSARY
COSTS OF A WET BASEMENT!

SUMP
PUMP
SUMP
PUMP

* Allows sump pump to run for 3 days

• MAINTENANCE-FREE OPERATION
• SILENT OPERATION

CUSTOM SUMP PUMP SOLUTIONS

*Some site conditions may incur extra cost. Minimum 3 Yards for sale price to be in effect. Amounts over 8 
yards receive an additional discount. HST extra on all prices listed. Prices subject to change without notice. 
Sale is valid for a limited time only.

Installed & Delivered*

½Price
Delivery
Elmira & surrounding 

area only

Our 
Regular Price 

$169/Yard.
Compare our 

price to others 
who deliver only 
in a bag for $145.

95 Southfield Dr., Elmira

• Black Beauty
• Mocha Brown
• Red Devil

• Rustic (+ $10/yard)

• Canada Red
• 4 Seasons

• Cedar
• Pine-O-Noir
Bulk Mulch

Starting at: $40/Yard
plus delivery

(NC)—You don’t have to spend hundreds of dollars 
on a landscape architect to add major impact to your 
garden this spring. Try these simple and affordable 
tips to get it looking beautiful in no time:

Fun fences. Are you faced with a concrete wall? 
Put up a trellis or two for an instantly dramatic and 
elegant look. Play up the look even more by adding 
some climbing plants to highlight the trellis. 

Blooms are in the air. Hanging baskets always look 
elegant on a porch or veranda and add instant colour 
to your garden. “Choose large baskets,” suggests 
Peter Cantley, a garden guru at Loblaw Companies 
Limited. “Flowers are beautifully colour coordinated, 
and the basket is big and roomy. That’s so important 
because a larger soil capacity helps keep plants 
from drying out. For real impact try brightly coloured 
baskets like apple green or plum, which coordinate 
beautifully with flowers.”

Rocky road. Add some pretty pebbles or stones 
around plant bases or arrange large, smooth rocks 
along the edges of a pathway. This sophisticated 
look will draw attention to the shapes and curves in 
your yard.

Light of the party. Proper lighting is essential for 
entertaining on summer evenings and for creating 
the perfect ambience in your garden getaway. Light 
from candles, lamps or illuminated planters make a 
big difference with a splash of colour.

Use colourful planters. Set them around the edge of 
your patio to separate the space from the yard or put 
them right into your garden. Peter Cantley suggests 
pots with stunning and fun unique colours like pea-
cock blue and deep burgundy. For more of a classic 
look, try the fibreglass pots. They have the look and 
feel of real stone but they’re a fraction of the price. 
The classic designs enhance any outdoor décor.

www.newscanada.com

Design your 
dream garden 
on a budgetHome & Garden

SPRINGTIME KNOW-HOW TO 
GET THE JOB DONE RIGHT!

The Observer directory of 
local businesses can help!
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Builders 
see skilled 
trades 
shortage 
looming

With planting season 
in sight, Ontario farmers 
are turning their attention 
to two matters: the weath-
er, and their soil. 

The weather, they can’t 
do much about. Research-
ers at the University of 
Guelph and elsewhere 
breed crops to grow as fast 
as possible in our relatively 
short Canadian summers, 
to give farmers a leg up 
on the weather. If they get 
planted late because of rain 
or some other inclement 
condition, yields might 
suffer.    

But soil … now there’s 
something farmers can in-
fluence. In fact, the fate of 
it is firmly in their hands, 
and in the hands of farmers 
all over the world.

That hit home to me 
on a recent trip down the 
401 to my daughter and 
son-in-law’s farm near 
Thamesville. Even that far 
southwest, the land there is 
still bare, except for a few 
gorgeous green fields of 
winter wheat. 

But winter wheat plant-
ing is down. Last fall, when 
winter wheat is sewn, the 
weather was brutal for 
planting – cold and wet, 
and farmers couldn’t get on 
their fields to plant.

So on fields that might 
normally sport winter 
wheat, over the next few 

Spring’s the 
time to talk 
dirt with 
farmers
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New reports sees the need for 129,000 
new tradespeople in home renovation 
sector over the next decade

TRADES | 22

With an aging work-
force and the challenge of 
locking down apprentice-
ships, the need for more 
skilled trades workers will 
only continue to grow in 
Canada. 

A report released this 
week says the home reno-
vation industry will need 
129,000 new skilled work-
ers in the next decade. 
Waterloo Region is no ex-
ception, says Jamie Adam, 
chair of the Ontario Reno-
vation Council and presi-
dent of Pioneer Craftsmen.

“I certainly agree that 
there’s a huge demand right 
now for skilled trades,” 
Adam said. “We need to 
make sure that our colleges 
and training institutions 
and the Ontario College of 

Trades ensure that there 
are lots of opportunities for 
young people to get involved 
in the trades, earn their ap-
prenticeships, and there’s a 
little bit of a challenge there 
now with the apprenticeship 
ratios we’ve got.”

Just in his company 
alone he expects three 
senior carpenters to retire 
in the next five years, a 
significant loss for a busi-
ness of 25 employees. He 
says there needs to be a 
change in the apprentice-
ship to journeyperson ratio 
to bring more young trades 
people into the industry.

“The industry and the 
Ontario College of Trades 
need to move toward a 
one to one apprenticeship 
to journeyperson ratio so 
that we can open up more 
opportunities for people 

bit of a pause button as we 
go through a consultation 
now,” Adam said. “What is 
the College of Trades going 
to be like in the future, it’s 
something still relatively 
new in our province. The 
Kathleen Wynne govern-
ment had promised they 
would make a consultation 
on how to improve the Col-
lege of Trades so that is 
underway right now.”

After the head of the 
Ontario Public Service 
Tony Dean’s report comes 
out, Adam says he’s hope-
ful they’ll be able to move 
forward and see reductions 
in the apprenticeship ra-
tios. The aging workforce 
is another large concern 
since the average carpenter 
is near 60 years old, a huge 
cohort which will be retir-
ing in the next few years.

“We need to make sure 
there are enough people 
to soak it all up and learn 
before all the skilled people 
decide to retire.”

The report, released by 
BuildForce Canada and 
the Canadian Home Build-
ers’ Association estimates 
114,000 skilled workers 
will retire by 2024 and an 
additional 15,000 will be 
needed to keep up with 
residential construction 
and renovations.

“Our report recognizes 
the specific needs and 
challenges facing residen-
tial construction employ-
ers,” said Rosemary Sparks, 
executive director of Build-
Force Canada. “By track-
ing cycles in new housing 
construction, trends in 

WHITNEY NEILSON to get their experience in 
and take their schooling,” 
Adam said. “There are all 
sorts of provincial and local 
policies that are certainly 
driving a change in where 
we’re spending our renova-
tion and new home build 
dollars, so we all need to be 
able to adapt and under-
stand where those dollars 
are going to be spent very 
soon as well.”

As it stands, for the car-
pentry trade you can have 
one apprentice for one car-
penter for the first appren-
ticeship, but after that there 
must be three licensed 
carpenters per apprentice. 
Adam says while they have 
apprentices, they’d love to 
have more, but can’t meet 
the ratio requirement.

“Right now the Ontario 
College of Trades has hit a 
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weeks farmers will plant re-
cord numbers of soybeans. 
This will all begin when 
the soil warms up and the 
chance of frost lessens. 
And with an all-time high 
number of acres predicted, 
expect something akin to a 
planting frenzy.

What you won’t see then 
however, is how farmers 
have taken care of their 
soil, to make sure it can 
repeatedly produce a crop. 

For example, they avoid 

planting the same thing in 
the same field year after 
year, to prevent crop-spe-
cific diseases from settling 
into the soil. 

They plant certain crops 
just to replenish the soil. 
They work it back into their 
fields, to create organic 
matter and nutrients. 

They plant what are 
called cover crops to avoid 
exposing the soil surface 
to the elements, to reduce 
wind and water erosion.

In fact, they do a lot of 
things under the broad 

banner of sustainable agri-
culture. They must sustain 
the soil’s ability to produce 
crops. If they’re going to 
work it hard, year after year, 
they have to look after it. 

Soil’s importance was 
underlined when the 
United Nations declared 
2015 the International Year 
of the Soil. There’s a lot 
of things they could have 
given this recognition to, 
but they chose soil.

Why’s that?
“The multiple roles of 

soils often go unnoticed,” 

says José Graziano da Silva, 
Director-General of the 
United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization 
(FAO). “Soils don’t have 
a voice, and few people 
speak out for them. They 
are our silent ally in food 
production.”

Well, maybe more 
people will start speaking 
out for them shortly, or 
at least trying to tell the 
world more about them. 
The FAO and the Interna-
tional Federation of Agri-
cultural Journalists, which 

includes members from 
Canada, have just teamed 
up to create a new award 
that recognizes excellence 
in global food security re-
porting. 

Canadian farmers appre-
ciate the vital role of soil on 
their farm. They know the 
food system is extremely 
exposed if soil health is 
compromised. Across the 
country, the third week in 
April, when planting is in 
sight, is deemed National 
Soil Conservation Week in 
Canada.

This is a week to rec-
ognize soil conservation 
mistakes from the past, 
and not make them again. 
Ontario soil conservation 
pioneer Don Lobb says 
many of the great civiliza-
tions and powerful nations 
declined in part because 
their capacity to grow food 
declined. People moved on 
to new frontiers and fresh 
soil.

Now, he says, there are 
no new frontiers. Conserve 
that soil. We cannot afford 
to repeat past mistakes.

ROBERTS: Healthy soil is the basis of farming, and remains a top priority to conservationists
FROM | 21

When “That 
will never 
happen 
to me” 
happens.

1201022CN State Farm Canadian Head Office, Aurora, Ontario

I'm ready to help.

There’s never a good time for 
an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count 
on State Farm® to be there 
quickly so you can get your life 
back to normal. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Jeff Watkin, Agent
151 Frobisher Dr, Ste A204
Waterloo, ON  N2V 2C9
Bus: 519-886-4470
jeff.watkin.icjk@statefarm.com

Ends May 14th 

Finance a Certifi ed Pre-owned 
Volkswagen and get a 
Free 2 yr/40,000 km 
limited warranty* 

+ 0.9% APR for 
24 months** 112-point inspection 

+ Original Parts 
and Service

2-year or 40,000 km 
limited warranty

1

Model shown for illustration purposes only. *Limited time offer of a complimentary 2-year / 40,000 km (whichever occurs first) limited warranty (Assurance Premium Program) available 
with financed purchase through Volkswagen Finance (on approved credit) of an eligible 2010 to 2015 model year Volkswagen Certified Pre-owned vehicle from a participating dealer. 
Approximate retail value of $1,200. Offer cannot be transferred, exchanged or redeemed for cash. The warranty takes effect once the original manufacturer warranty ends and is 
different than the latter. See dealer for additional details about this warranty. **Limited time finance offer available through Volkswagen Finance, on approved credit. 0.9% APR financing 
pertains to finance terms up to 24 months on all 2010 to 2015 model year Volkswagen Certified Pre-owned vehicles. Financing example: $10,000 financed at 0.9% for 24 months, 
monthly payment is $420.58, cost of borrowing is $93.92 ($139.92 in QC including fees related to registration at the RDPRM) for a total obligation of $10,093.92 ($10,139.92 in QC). 
Down payment or equivalent trade-in, due at signing, may be required. Offer ends May 14, 2015 and is subject to change without notice. Certain conditions apply. “Volkswagen”, the 
Volkswagen logo, “Das WeltAuto DESIGN” and “Jetta” are registered trademarks of Volkswagen AG. © 2015 Volkswagen Canada.      

renovation, and impend-
ing retirements of workers 
across the industry, we’re 
helping employers make 
the most informed deci-
sions possible about labour 
force needs in this impor-
tant sector.”

The report indicates 
about 43,800 skilled work-
ers in Ontario alone are ex-
pected to retire by 2024, 22 
per cent of the residential 
labour force. Not surpris-
ingly, Ontario is expected 
to see the most retirements 
out of the 10 provinces. 

Adam says the push for 
skilled trades needs to start 
with the education system, 
the same way other fields 
are encouraged.

“We need to be promot-
ing the fact that great 
livings, great wages, 
great lives can be created 
through the skilled trades,” 
he said. “Look at the high 

tech or all the other 
industries and trades 
historically has just 
not gotten the at-
tention it deserves. 
Shortly, we’ll see 
some major chal-
lenges with the 
lack of skilled 
trades.”

At the ground 
level it means 
homeowners are 
waiting longer 
for renovations 
to start. He says 
there’s a bit of 
a backlog and 
a renovation 
that should 
be started in 
two months is 
more like four 
months now. 

“My hopes are 
that the government 
understands, sees that there 
is a huge need for skilled 
trades opens up more 
opportunities for young 

SAYING ADIEU TO THE REC. DEPARTMENT

A familiar face at the WMC in Elmira, Gloria Spencer retired last week after 29 years with Woolwich Township. A retirement party was held 
Apr. 23 for the long-time employee, who most recently served as customer services coordinator.  [TRISTAN URRY / THE OBSERVER]

TRADES: Industry looking to the province for 
apprenticeship changes to increase numbers
FROM | 21

people to get involved, low-
ers the ratios to a one to 
one and promotes more the 
skilled trades to our young 
people,” Adam said.



THE ARTS | 23THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2015

THE ARTS
ON STAGE / MUSICAL THEATRE

Lots of spam on quest for the Holy Grail
Drayton Entertainment marks 40th anniversary of iconic Monty Python movie with production of the hit Spamalot

WHITNEY NEILSON

King Arthur and the 
knights of his court are 
back for another round 
of fun, adventure, and 
laughter as Drayton En-
tertainment’s production 
of Spamalot hits the stage 
next week, in celebration of 
the 40th anniversary of the 
movie that inspired it.

Adapted from the 1975 
film Monty Python and 
the Holy Grail, the musical 
version has seen world-
wide success since its 2005 
opening, including three 
Tony Awards for its first 
Broadway production.

And this isn’t Drayton’s 
first kick at the can. Execu-
tive producer Steve Roth 
says when they did the 
show back in 2013 it was a 
no-brainer.

“Our artistic director 
Alex Mustakas just loved 
the script. It was so funny, 
the music was so acces-
sible, but we didn’t know 
exactly how it’d go over,” 
Roth said. “We had full 
houses and people having 
so much fun, whether or 
not they knew Monty Py-
thon it didn’t matter. The 
musical is just so much 
fun. The music is so catchy. 
You can’t help but leave the 
theatre humming a few of 
the show tunes.”

With the show’s open-
ing still a few days away, 
they’ve already got the 
community learning the 
music. Dan Payne, part 
of the marketing team for 
Drayton, popped into lo-
cal businesses last week 
dressed as one of the 
knights from the produc-
tion to spread some Spa-
malot merriment.

“It was just something 
we thought would be fun to 
introduce the community 
to Spamalot,” Roth said. 
“Dan Payne sang one of 
the popular songs from the 
show, ‘Always Look on the 
Bright Side of Life.’ They 
created a really fun video. 
I know the people Dan 
bumped into doing it had 
fun doing it.”

A testament to how 
much fun this show re-
ally is, many of the 2013 
cast members are back, 
including Elmira’s Rachel 
Clark. She’ll be part of the 
ensemble, which includes 
a bevy of characters and 12 
costume changes.

“Of course I said yes be-
cause it’s such a fun musi-
cal and it’s really fun to go 
to work and laugh a lot,” 
Clark said. “As an ensemble 
member since there isn’t a 
huge ensemble for females 
then you get to do a whole 
bunch of parts and be a 
lot of people. It’s always 
nice to be part of a lot of 
the show. I just loved it last 
time.  I couldn’t wait to do 
it again.”

Clark’s most recent 
Drayton appearances in-
clude Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid, Peter Pan, Annie, 
9-5 The Musical, and Hair-
spray. She says taking on 
so many roles for Spamalot 
means she has to do her 
background work on who 
she wants each character 
to be.

“I’m a Finland dancer 
that’s cheesy and cute and 
happy and then I go into 
this sexy Vegas unitard 
with a castle on my head. 
It’s such a variety, which is 
also very fun because you 
get to be a lot of people,” 

Clark said.
She adds one of the 

unique challenges of this 
show is how quickly they 
have to change roles. Of-
ten they have less than 90 
seconds to get from one 
costume to the next.

 “Most of our changes 
don’t happen in our dress-
ing rooms, they happen in 
the wings of the show or 
in the back hallway,” Clark 
said. “We almost had to re-
hearse that as much as the 
dances because it’s almost 
like a routine in itself.”

And Drayton is keeping 
her busy for the rest of the 

year too. She’ll perform in 
Anne of Green Gables at the 
Huron County Playhouse 
in Grand Bend, then The 
Music Man at Drayton Fes-
tival Theatre, and Aladdin 
at the St. Jacobs Country 
Playhouse.

“They put on amazing 
shows,” Clark said. “People 
from all over who have 
been on Broadway, been 
on Stratford, been on Mirv-
ish, it’s filled with the same 
people as you’d see on a 
smaller scale but the same 
quality.”

She notes Spamalot is a 
good show to take someone 

who wouldn’t necessarily 
go to the theatre to see a 
musical.

“There’s a lot of fart jokes 
and silly things,” Clark 
said. “I feel like there’s 
something there for ev-
eryone. You can’t help but 
have a good time. We are 
still laughing as cast mem-
bers on stage, off stage, 
in rehearsals we’d have to 
take a break because we’d 
just be having so much fun. 
You kind of have to pinch 
yourself, am I really getting 
paid to do this?”

Roth says because of 
the silliness of the musical 

Rachel Clark, Michael Donald, Eddie Glen, Dani Jazzar and Jamie McKnight prepare for the Drayton Entertainment production of Spamalot, based on Monty Python and the Holy Grail. 
The show opens May 6 at the Dunfield Theatre in Cambridge. [BANKO MEDIA]

it’s important to control 
it, something Mustakas is 
good at. When you start 
talking about giant killer 
rabbits, it’s easy to get car-
ried away.

“He’s really good at 
making sure the comedy’s 
played straight,” Roth 
said. “I know they take a 
lot of care making sure the 
comedy is done the way it 
should be.”

As for Drayton’s season 
he says they’ve got a good 
mixture of everything, with 
lots of family programming 

Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca

Dr. Rebecca 
CannonB.A., N.D.

69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | 519-669-2405

www.elmiranaturopath.com

NOW OFFERING:

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

• Hair Analysis
• Hormone Testing

• Allergy Testing
• Cholesterol Testing

• Glucose Testing

Quality care
available for 
all ages and 
all health
conditions.2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com

ONLY $199
Windows 7 Laptops

SPAMALOT | 36
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
THURSDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5 p.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

100% LOCAL

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CONTINUED ON PG. 25

Visit www.agristaffing.com 
for information on these ads.

Help Wanted

• Light Equipment Operator with AR or AZ

• Crop Input Sales Person
• Crop Inputs Delivery Person
• Crop Sprayer Applicators
• Grain Elevator Operator
• Farm Labourer
• Dairy Route Driver
• Dairy Equipment Parts Manager
• Poultry Field Representative
• Technical Fur Solicitor/Grader
• Farm Business Operations Manager
• Installation Technician
• Assistant Cash Crop Manager
• Turkey Farm Managers

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Looking for AZ Drivers and Owner 
Operators to run Canada and USA
Company Drivers:

• Competitive wage package
• Full company paid benefit package 
• Company supplied cell phone
• Home most weekends 

Owner Operators:
• Compensated by Percentage (bi-weekly)

• Competitive Insurance rates
• Fuel Cards Supplied
• Company filed fuel tax
• Home most weekends 

If you have a clean CVOR abstract, and 
are interested in joining a winning team 
please send your resume to:
rick@floydgibbonstrucking.ca

Office Position Available

Please submit resume to:

Metzger Veterinary 
Services
5200 Ament Line
Linwood ON    N0B 2A0
Fax: (519) 698-0037
office@metzgervet.com

Only selected candidates will be 
contacted for an interview.

Office position available for a busy 
veterninary clinic. This is a one year 
contract to fulfill a maternity leave. The 
position is full-time Monday through 
Friday and rotation for Saturdays.
Duties include reception (taking phone 
calls, entering daily orders) and other 
administrative tasks.
We provide competitive wages and 
benefits available.
Interested applicants should have 
experience in Microsoft Word / Excel 
and accounting software, be self-moti-
vated and flexible, have a pleasant 
telephone manner and good team spirit. 
Large animal and/or farm experience 
and knowledge beneficial, but not 
required.

Schelter Office Plus is a growing Family owned Office 
Products supplier serving Waterloo-Wellington Region.

Apply in person with resume to:
ELMIRA LOCATION 

10 Church Street West

“HERE WE GROW AGAIN!”

Come lead our team in beautiful uptown Elmira. 
Our established office products and technology, print/
copy centre and stationery store needs your experience 
and energy. As Sales leader you are responsible for leading 
our sales effort by providing exceptional customer service, 
merchandising of our products and cheerleading our team 
of co-workers. You are a self starter with a high degree 
of ownership. You are detailed oriented and you are as 
comfortable working with people as you are problem 
solving an administrative challenge. You have working 
experience with standard Mircrosoft Office software 
and are comfortable working with computers and other 
technology devices. You love multi tasking, solving 
problems on the fly and being physically active. Previous 
work experience in the retail or hospitality industry in a 
supervisory position would be a benefit. 

The position is a full time flex position with the vast 
majority of shifts occuring Monday thru Friday days.
Salary and benefits to be discussed during interview and 
commenserate with experience.

Only successful candidates will be contacted for an 
interview. Please drop your resume off in person or 

send in by email. Please – no phone calls.

RETAIL MANAGER 
SALES LEADER

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Is a progressive turnkey company specializing 
in the telecommunication industry.

Currently we are accepting resumes from highly 
skilled individuals for the following positions:

Shipper / Receiver
(experience in the telecom industry is preferred, 

welding experience would also be an asset)

Rigarus Construction Inc. is an equal 
opportunity employer that offers a steady 
predictable and safe working environment. 
Our compensation package is above average, 
which includes: company paid benefits, 
meals and accommodations, group RRSP 
benefits, clothing, full training, up to date 
equipment and technologies.

If you’re eager to face new challenges 
and want to expand your talents, we 
encourage you to forward your resume to 
hr@rigarus.com or fax to 519 669 2440 

Thank you for your interest in Rigarus Construc-
tion Inc., however only qualified individuals will 
be contacted for an interview. 

HELP WANTED

The Township of Wellesley
Position for FULL TIME 

BUILDING INSPECTOR
6 month contract

The Council of the Township of Wellesley has 
determined that it requires an individual to �ll the 
role of Full time Building Inspector for a six (6) 
contract.  Applications for this position are now 
being accepted. For a complete job description 
please go to www.wellesley.ca employee

Interested parties should submit their 
application to: 

Grace Kosch, Clerk, Township of Wellesley, 
R.R. # 1, 4639 Lobsinger Line, St. Clements, ON

N0B 2M0 or Email: gkosch@wellesley.ca
no later than 4:00 p.m. on Monday, May 15, 2015.

THE CORPORATION 
OF THE

TOWNSHIP OF 
WELLESLEY

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: ELMIRA 
based furniture finishing 
company now hiring for 
mature full time general 
labourer position. Hours 
are Monday - Thursday t 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Fax resume 
to 519-669-8820 or call 519-
669-3143.

WORK 
WANTED

CLEANING, YARD WORK, odd 
jobs etc. Be there anytime 
for your needs. Call Annie 
519-669-9929, David 226-
868-9245.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 

Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

FOR SALE

COMPOST FOR SALE. For-
merly operated by Cleason 
Martin. New for 2015 
screened compost available. 
Pick up at 7472 Fourth Line, 
3 miles west of Floradale. 
For best service call ahead. 
Eli & Verna Brubacher. 519-
669-2186.

JEUNIQUE BRAS - wide 
range of sizes and styles in 
stock at Sensational You, 181 
St. Andrew St. E., Fergus. 
519-766-8818.

LARGE COMPUTER DESK 
with hutch. 60”wide, cherry 
finish, 2 drawers (1 locking 
filing drawer). $300. Call 
519-664-9999.

FOR SALE

MAPLE SYRUP 4 litre price $39, 
available in light, medium and 
amber. 7387 3rd Line, RR2 Wal-
lenstein, 1 mile west of Yatton.

ROLL-A-WAY BED/COT FOR 
sale. Seldom used. Foam 
mattress. Also 2 old steamer 
trunks. Call 519-669-3244.

RENTALS

ENJOY LAKE HURON with 
your family this summer 
at our water-view cottage 
on 5 acres of trees. Now 
booking for the summer. 
Just before Pike Bay, 25 
min north of Sauble Beach. 
Details at www.rentmycot-
tage.snappages.com
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FOR OBITUARIES 
SEE PG. 30

PLACE A FAMILY ALBUM NOTICE!
Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

FOR OPTIMUM 
ADVERTISING RESULTS…

THE OBSERVER.
PLACE AN AD IN OUR CLASSIFIED SECTION TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

AUCTIONSAUCTIONS

PUBLIC AUCTION
on Saturday May 2, 2015 at 10 a.m.

For Barbara Holst and
the Late Clayton Holst at

R.R.1 Milverton Rd. 131 Fire #6446

Kuepfer’s Auctions 
Auctioneer : John Kuepfer 

519-595-7718

Consisting of Case farm tractor, equipment, 
shop tools and antiques

Equipment Approx.1995 Case International 4230 
tractor with 2255 Loader,3,170 hrs. well maintained,  
Lucknow snowblower,2007 Branson Tractor 2910i 
with BLIOH Loader with bucket like new,2007 Kawas-
ki Mule 6 10 4wd 173 hrs. Linhai  300se quad 4wd 
2010,Nardi garden tiller attachment, Troy Bilt garden 
tiller, White Outdoor lawn sweeper, Hydraulic clamp 
attachment,5.5hp Wallenstein woodsplitter, scooter 
carrier hitch attachment,2005 Dodge Pt Cruiser 4 door 
189,000 km,16 ft. Aluminum Starcraft boat 40 hp 
Johnson motor rebuild 2 years ago, motomaster 
snowblower, paddle boat like new, flatbed trailer 
model J.C. 2001, 2007 model J.D.J. car trailer, and a 
utility trailer.

Tools Hydraulic hoist 7,000 lbs. lincoln welder, tire 
changer, upright Frank air compressor 200 psi 5 hp 
motor, Launtop 13 hp 120/240 volt gasoline genera-
tor, drill press, K.E.W pressure washer, propane torch 
set, steel work tables,3 pc. Dewalt set with charger, 
Dewalt impact drill with charger, skil saws, electric 
drills, air compressor hose on reel, air drills,15 pcs. 
1/2 drive impact socket set, steel cutoff saw, bench 
grinder, wheelbarrow, Stihl ms 25c chainsaw, Stihl 
cement saw, pry bars, chisels, driver sets, drill bits, 
bottle Jacks, handyman jacks, various air tools.

Antiques Antique wall phone, assortment of antique 
keys, tin signs, fence stretchers, meat grinder and 
various hand tools 

Misc. Fuel pump, logging chains ,chain tightners, 
brand new tarps, tie down straps, various blower 
motors, electrical motors, wiring, bulbs etc. sump 
pumps, traps, cages, various styles and sizes of tires, 
Hydraulic hoses, lawn mower and parts, assortment 
of bolts, nuts, screws and nails

Lumber Various lengths of 2x4 up to 2x10,assortment 
of old barnboard, plywood, approx 15 cord of unsplit 
firewood, straw, and bagged shavings,1 freezer 
corn,1 freezer grain and corn,1 freezer pellet feed,1 
freezer non medicated turkey feed,

Sheds 2 hiproof sheds 8x12,1garden shed 8x12,1 
garden shed 7x6 enclosed trailer on wheels 12x30 

This is a partial listing only items too numerous to 
mention Plan To Attend this well maintained interesting 

estate as Clayton took pride in his toys and it shows
Note: Auctioneers and Propriters not responsible for accident or 

loss day of sale lunch booth on premises
Terms: Visa, Mastercard, Debit, Cash or Cheque with proper I.D.

AUCTIONEERS:
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

HOUSEHOLD: FRIDGE. Frigidaire stove – 
good. Whirlpool “Duet” front load washer 
– good. Gas dryer. Upright freezer. 2 – 4pc. 
queen bedroom suites. Cherry 8pc. dining 
room suite (Snider Bros. Furniture) - nice. 2pc. 
sofa set. Burgundy leather reclining sofa – 
good. Upholstered furniture. Willis piano. Curio 
cabinet. Corner desk. Oak hall bench. Hauser 
& other patio furniture. Bedding & linen. Quilts. 
Lamps. Sealers. 2 – 8pc. setting Noritake “Blue 
Hill” china. Dehumidifiers. Barbeque. China, 
glass & kitchen utensils, etc.
MISC. ITEMS: Ford LGT14D – 14hp diesel 
riding lawn mower, hydrostatic, 48in. deck 
– good running order. Bear Cat 5hp chipper/
shredder. Kodiak 4000 watt generator (Honda 
engine). Gas push mower. Stihl KM55R 
trimmer/edger. Small pressure washer. Alum. 
ladders. Tool-ex bench model drill. Bench 
grinder. Record vise. Hand & power tools. Tap 
& Die set. Shop vac. Garden tools. 2 – 1/16 
scale ford tractors (8970, 8870). Hardware. List 
goes on.
NOTE – Property sold. A nice, clean offering! 
See www.auctionsfind.com/gerber for photos. 
Lunch booth. Proprietors and auctioneers not 
responsible for accidents day of sale. Terms – 
Cash or cheque with I.D.

Of
Riding lawn mower, household effects 
and miscellaneous items, to be held at  

3390 Broadway St. In Hawkesville,  
for Melvin and Irene Frey, on

AUCTION SALE

SATURDAY, MAY 9TH @ 10:00 A.M.

CONTINUED FROM PG. 24 FAMILY ALBUM

Zoe Mae Walton

Brent and Lisa Walton are excited to announce 
the birth of their daughter Zoe Mae Walton on 
February 11th, 2015 in Cardiff Wales weighing 
6lbs 4.5 oz. Big brother Colby is thrilled with 

the arrival of his new baby sister
Proud grandparents are Ron and Sue Walton of 

Elmira and Cindy Witt and Dennis and Sheri Witt 
of Michigan. Equally proud are Aunt Dayna,  
Uncle Scott and little cousins Reid and Cash.

BIRTH NOTICE

ANNIVERSARY

Happy First Anniversary

It is with great joy and love we celebrate and 
remember your special day. Wishing you 

both a lifetime of love and happiness as you 
make your new house in Fergus a home.

Jacqui Evans & Kevin Brubacher 
April 26, 2014

Congratulations from your Clans
Don & Jayne Brubacher and Kathy & Dave Evans 

DEATH NOTICES

Thank You
To everyone who remembered my 

90th birthday with cards, phone calls, 
gifts and visits.

It made the day very memorable and 
all was greatly appreciated.

Thank You,
Audrey Gaede

THANK YOU

Cash Walton Weber

Scott and Dayna Weber are thrilled to 
announce the arrival of their son Cash 

Walton Weber on March 9th, 2015 weighing 
8lbs 1.5 oz. Big brother Reid is very excited 
about the arrival of his new baby brother. 

Proud grandparents are Ron and Sue Walton and 
Mark and Marilyn Weber of Elmira. Also proud are 

all his aunts, uncles and cousins.

BIRTH NOTICE

AUCTIONS

AUCTION
Monthly PUBLIC Vehicle

Sat May 9th 9:30 a.m.

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

VIEWING: Friday May 8th, 2015, 1 pm to 5 pm
TERMS: Minimum $500 Cash Deposit on  

Each major item or as announced.

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

to be held at

PARTIAL LIST ONLY!!!
No Buyer’s Premium or Penalty!

Police | Estate | Municipal | & Repo Vehicle Auction

MORE UNITS ARRIVING DAILY!!!
Check Website for Updates

2- 2013 Taurus Interceptor AWD’s  (096/122kms)
4 - 10/11 Crown Victoria’s (077/110kms)

2010 Equinox LT AWD  (115kms)
2008 Escape XLT (105kms)
2008 Nissan QUEST Wgn
 3-05/11 Focus/Fusion’s 

2006 Taurus SE (037kms)
2-06/08 Ford F350/550 Crew Diesel’s 

2006 Dodge 2500 Q-4x4 Diesel Tire Turck 
2006 Kawasaki KLR650 M/C

2005 Nissan XTRAIL 4X4
2003 Ford F250 XL 4x4 P/U

2003 Toyota SOLARA
2002 Mercedes S55 AMG
Alum Boat, Motor & Trailer

Mercury 65HP Outboard Motor

BRUBACHER, ORTON | September 23, 1957 - April 26, 2015 
Passed away peacefully at his residence, Elmira District 
Community Living (Reid Woods), in his 58th year.

REIHA, PATRICIA MARY | Passed away peacefully at St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Kitchener on Friday, April 24, 2015, at the age of 
92.

RENWICK, WILLIAM NEIL | With great sadness and heavy 
hearts we announce the passing of our dear sweet 
brother, Neil Renwick of Elmira on Friday night, April 24, 
2015 at the Grand River Hospital, Kitchener in his 67th year.

WOOD, ROY | Passed away peacefully at Chartwell Long 
Term Care in Elmira on January 30, 2015, at age 89.

RENTALS

LAKE HURON COTTAGE for 
rent. Located a 1 minute 
walk from sandy Lurgan 
Beach. Right next to Pine 
River Boat Launch (10 min 
drive south of Kincardine). 
First year available for rent 
and recently renovated. 3 
bedrooms plus bunkie, win-
terized, secluded property. 
$1250/week during peak 
season. Call 519-635-1727 or 
519-503-0375.

STORAGE

NEW, UN-INSULATED 
LOCKED storage shed. 10 
ft overhead doors. 2 areas 
14X32, $250 per month. 
25x32 $450 per month. Ideal 
for contractors to store sup-
plies. Long driveway, owner 
lives on site. 5 minutes from 
St. Jacobs. 519-664-0024.

GARAGE SALES

ANNUAL LIGHTHOUSE 
MINISTRIES International 
Garage Sale, Bake Sale, BBQ. 
Friday May 1, 2015 - 7 a.m. 
- 8 p.m., Saturday May 2, 7 
a.m. 2 p.m. Bag sale starts at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday. Gerald 
Bowman Auction Building, 
Wallenstein.

FUNDRAISER GARAGE 
SALE at Breslau Mennonite 
Church. Saturday, May 2, 
9:00 a.m. Household items, 
furniture, books, perenni-
als & houseplants, baking, 
BBQ hotdogs and more! 
Proceeds go towards youth 
learning and service trips.

GARAGE SALE - 34 Snyder 
Ave. N. Elmira. Friday May 
1, 5:00 p.m. and Sat. May 3, 
7:00 a.m. Workshop tools 
from an estate, working 
treadle sewing machine, 
furniture, bikes, camping 
gear, and much more.

GARAGE SALES

GARAGE SALE - May 8th & 
9th at 8 a.m. 126 Muscovey 
Dr. Elmira. Single bed and 
mattress, car seats, clothing, 
electronics and more.

GARAGE/MOVING SALE SAT. 
May 2, 8 a.m., 19 Wyatt St. E., 
Elmira. Don’t miss this one.

HEIDELBERG’S ANNUAL 
TOWN Wide Garage Sale. 
Sat. May 9, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Treasures for everyone, 
Great Deals. Rain or shine. 
Email: parksandrec.heidel-
berg@gmail.com

GARAGE SALES

MULTI FAMILY - 118 First St. 
W., Elmira. May 1, 1-7 p.m., 
May 2, 7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Children’s clothing, fabric, 
Tupperware plus lots more!

GARAGE SALES

YARD SALE - May 2, 8 a.m. 
Furniture, antiques, books, 
home & kitchen decor, 
electronics & video games. 
25 Park Ave.W. Elmira. Park 
& Snyder Ave. beside the 
arena.

ANNIVERSARY

Clare & Linda Weber
50th Wedding Anniversary  

Open House

Please join us in celebrating their 
50th Wedding Anniversary on 

Monday May 18th 
at the Elmira Legion from 2pm - 5:30pm

Best Wishes Only

ANNIVERSARY

Happy 65th  
Anniversary

May 10, 1950

Cleason & Irene Freeman

With love from your family.
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BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

REDMOND
AUCTION
SERVICES

Shawn Redmond
AUCTIONEER

shawntredmond@gmail.com

519-503-0601
Elmira, ON

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-W: 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT, 8-6, SUN 12-5

BIKE SALES & REPAIRS
PROFESSIONAL BIKE MECHANIC ON STAFF

Buy your bike from us 
and get a FREE annual 
inspection!

$20
PARTS EXTRA

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Wet Basement?

•  Free Estimate
• Flexible Resin Injection
• Professional Service

Foundation Leaks 
Fixed Permanently

We Build our Reputation 
on your Foundation 

• Interior and Exterior  
Drainage Systems 

• Sump Pump Installation

(519) 746 6611 
1 866 449 2228

 visit us at: thecrackspecialists.com

A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.

Call someone you 
can trust.

Call Cindy.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira
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PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104

www.groprolawncare.com
519-669-1278
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WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM IS UPDATED EVERY FRIDAY BY NOON.

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

226-818-5311 | verdonehomes.com

Visit our Model Home at:

42 Bedell Drive, Drayton
Mon & Tues. 1-7pm | Sat. & Sun. 1-4:30pm | or by appointment

Single Family

CUSTOM QUALITY

Starting
from $350,900

Building in Drayton where homes are a�ordable

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

A DONATION will be made with every 
home bought or sold by Alli, Paul or Sue.

MAKE YOUR NEXT HOME YOUR DREAM HOME!

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

HOME EVALUATION.

FREECall today 
and book a

Thinking About Selling?

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated Elmira - You'll be impressed with this upgraded open concept 

Verdone home. With a gourmet kitchen open to the dinette, 
and family room with a gas fireplace. Walk out into the private 
back yard, backing on green space and enjoy the 4 year old salt 
water heated pool. This home also has a kitchenette in the 
finished basement with a living area, 3 piece bath, and bedroom 
with walk in closet. Perfect for an in-law suite. MLS 1517611.

$474,000$474,000
BACKING ON WALKING TRAIL

Elmira - Make yourself at home in this beautiful bungalow. 
The master bedroom boasts 2 closets in the dressing area 
into the ensuite bath. With wet bar, games area, and a 
projector included, this rec room was made for entertaining 
or simply relaxing. MLS 1514312.

$449,900$449,900
OPEN CONCEPT BUNGALOW

Kitchener - Shows AAA! This beautiful open concept home 
features a large foyer, separate dining room, main floor laundry, 
kitchen open to living room, and dinette with a walk out to the 
deck, open stair case leading to an open office area, and master 
bedroom with ensuite incl. his & hers walk in closets. Located 
close to shopping and the University. MLS 1521101.

$464,000$464,000
GREAT LOCATION

Elmira - What more could you want? In ground pool, 
Bungalow, Large lot, Beautiful view, Double car garage, 
Master ensuite & walk in closet, Main floor laundry.  This 
home is a must see! MLS 1512120.

$449,900$449,900
QUIET CRESCENT

Elmira - This inviting and impressive, 3 bedroom home 
features a fully finished basement, carpet free main floor, 2 
gas fireplaces, crown moulding, fully fenced yard, A/C, 
C-Vac, double car garage, most appliances included.  A truly 
beautiful home! MLS 1518283.

$379,900$379,900
INVITING AND IMPRESSIVE!

Hawkesville - This beautifully maintained 3000 sq foot home 
features the following updates: new hickory custom kitchen, all 
windows & exterior doors, newer roof, furnace & a/c, cement pad 
for rec. vehicle next to driveway. No upgrades required for years! 
Small town living at it's best. Minutes from KW. MLS 1517094.

$539,000$539,000
SPACE FOR GROWING FAMILY

Drayton - Eat in kitchen, spacious living room, walk out 
from the master bedroom to the large back deck, this house 
would be a great starter home, or retirement spot. The 
finished basement includes 2 extra bedrooms and a 3 piece 
bathroom. Lots of room in the oversized shed for all of your 
outdoor toys at the back of the property. MLS 1521798.

$253,900$253,900
BUNGALOW ON QUIET STREET

Kitchener - This 3 unit building has been fully updated top 
to bottom. With a 2 bedroom unit, and two 1 bedroom units, 
common laundry facilities, separate hydro meters, controlled 
entry, and ample parking.MLS 1522077.

$474,900$474,900
WELL KEPT TRIPLEXREADY FOR YOU

Kitchener - You will be impressed with this open concept 
kitchen with island open to the dinette and living room with a 
walk out to the back patio in the fully fenced yard. Upper 
family room, and all appliances included. MLS 1521964.

$364,900$364,900

Heidelberg - Exceptional Custom Built 5 bedroom home 
boasts a 1500 square foot triple car garage with a drive 
through to the back yard. Situated on a 133 x 165 foot lot 
with a beautiful country view, enjoy relaxing on your back 
deck around the pool. MLS 1517249.

$749,000$749,000
BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM BUILT HOME

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

Linwood  - Beautifully located in family friendly Village of 
Linwood - Only 15 minutes from Waterloo on a large lot. 
This home is equipped with a sunken living room, family 
room, main floor laundry, and separate dining room! Master 
bedroom with walk in closet and huge luxury ensuite with 
skylight. The dinette has a walkout to the back deck in the 
oversized back yard backing onto greenspace. Don't miss 
this property! MLS 1522429.

COUNTRY SETTING
$469,000$469,000

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Elmira - This duplex has a 1 bedroom unit upstairs, and 2 
bedroom unit in the lower levels. This building has been 
well cared for, by both the owner and tenants alike. 
Separate parking for each unit. MLS 1522431 & 1522434.

$299,900$299,900

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

READY TO INVEST?

SOLD

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

Contact Duane @ 226-748-3289 or duane000@hotmail.com

PRIVATE SALE
Historic century home 
built in the late 1800’s, 
lots of history and 
character! Situated on the 
banks of the Conestoga 
River in the beautiful town 
of Hawkesville with a great 
view of a wooded ravine.  
3+1 bedroom home with 
walkout basement, main 
floor living, large exterior 
deck, and finished 
bedroom in basement. $287,500

OPEN HOUSE Saturday & Sunday 1:00 to 4:00pm
136 Young Street, St. Jacobs

PRIVATE SALE Contact 519-664-3936 

Lovely raised bungalow in the village of St. Jacobs.  3+1 bedrooms, 
3 Bathrooms. Open concept entertaining with a Large Kitchen overlooking a 
huge fenced yard. Spacious great room with hardwood and tile throughout. 
ComFree & MLS#X3179250 for more details. Contact 519-664-3936.

$479,900
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BROKERAGE

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com
519-669-2772JULIE

HECKENDORN
Broker

Res: 519.669.8629

TRACEY
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519.505.0627

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

SPRING IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER … WE HAVE BUYERS WAITING! 
CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

LOCATION!  Spacious ‘family home’ nestled in the trees and overlooking farmland.  Lots 
of windows facing south.  Hdwd & ceramics on the main level.  Open concept from lge. 
great room w/fireplace to ‘bump out’ dinette.  Formal D.R. (or main flr. office). 4 baths.  Fin 
rec. room, games room.  Extra-deep dble. garage. A must see!  ML

$569,900

Saturday, May 2nd | 2-4pm
23 South Parkwood Blvd., ElmiraOPEN HOUSE

4 level backsplit offers lots of living space.   Well main-
tained.   Eat-in kitchen + din. room. Open concept to lower 
level family room w/large windows, gas fireplace & bar.  3 
bdrms.  2 baths.  Lots of storage space in the lower level. 
Several   mature trees.   Dble. concrete driveway.   Owner 
says sell!

$375,000

BEEF FARM – 148 acres, just north of Alma. Newer barn (1995) w/room for approx.. 325 head of cattle. Concrete den 
floor – former veal stable.  TWO dwellings. 3 silos (one sealed) plus bunker silos. TMR mixer.  Large machinery shed.  
Manure storage and liquid tank. Some systematic tile drains. MLS REDUCED

$2,250,000

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

HOBBY FARM  - near Alma. 11 acres – park-like grounds. Well maintained,  4 bdrm, 2 bath 
home w/large kitchen & D.A.  Liv. room & den.  Main floor laundry.  Bank barn for cattle 
and hogs.  Detached garage/shed. NEW MLS

$539,900

New Listing

NEW LISTING   - Affordable starter home (or investment 
property). Lots of updates …. shingles (2011), gas furnace 
(2013) Central air (2011) and most windows. Flooring up-
dated in 2011. Parquet hdwd.  in bedrms. Walk-up from fin. 
rec. room. Deep lot (fenced). Shed. MLS

Former ‘model home’ features a large family room w/2 
sets of garden drs. and gas fireplace.  W/O to deck. Open 
concept to kitchen/dining area (faces south). Cherry hdwd 
& ceramics on the main level.  Spacious master bdrm w/2 
dble closets & ensuite bath.   Upper level laundry. Un-
spoiled bsmt. Open view from the fenced  back yard.  MLS 

Unique,   custom built home on the edge of LINWOOD 
overlooking farmland & surrounded by greenspace. Qual-
ity constructed & lots of upgrades – ‘Chervin’ kitch w/b.i. 
appl., HUGE island & granite countertops. Open concept. 
Cork flooring. In floor heating in fin. bsmt. (w/large win-
dows). Covered porch. Master bdrm. possible on either 
level. …. Lots of extras!  MLS

$229,900 $429,900

$639,000

FIND YOUR DREAM 
HOME IN CANADA’S BEST 
COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

Your referrals are appreciated!

ELMIRA BUNGALOW! Freehold 
town house backing to green space 
offers open concept kitchen, dining 
room & living room, main floor 
laundry, cheater ensuite. Great for 
retirees or first time buyers. MLS. 
$248,500. Call Bert to view.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY! One 
storey building in a great location in 
the down town core area. Great 
store front, natural light, lots of 
parking, air conditioned, storage 
space in basement , two bathrooms. 
Zoning allows numerous businesses. 
MLS. $267,500. Call Bert to View.

NEW LISTING ELMIRA! Located 
in a quiet subdivision 10 minutes from 
Waterloo, this beautiful 3 bedroom, 4 
bathroom home with great curb 
appeal, features hardwood, ceramic, 
soothing decorating, attractive 
landscaping, double garage, fenced 
yard, centre island, two fireplaces 
and finished basement. MLS. NEW 
PRICE $459,900. Call Bert to view.

FREE Market Evaluation

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Thinking of Buying or Selling? Call or email today for a FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION, OPINONS of VALUE!

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

www.thefreyteam.com

OPEN HOUSE • Sunday, May 3rd, 2-4 p.m.
$445,000

LOT 632 CONESTOGO 
LAKE 

Wow Newer 3 Bedroom cottage has 
2 baths 2/master ensuite. New 
kitchen w/stainless steel appliances. 
Family rm/great rm, new sliders to the 
wrap-around deck. Detached over 
sized 2 car garage w./ upper flr. bunkie complete w/3pc bath & kitchenette. Come and see for 
yourself. MLS1522098 Or call Len Frey direct 519-741-6368 or page @519-669-1544.

Contact us by phone

519-669-1544
Or by Fax

519-669-5119
Len Frey

Sales Representative
mildred@thefreyteam.com

519-741-6368

Mildred Frey
Broker

mildred@thefreyteam.com

519-741-6970

OPEN HOUSE • Sunday, May 3rd, 2-4 p.m.
$314,900

7798 WELLINGTON RD 45
Well kept large lot in the hamlet of 
Glen Allen. View of the Conetogo 
River from deck.Family room and 
living room and main floor laundry 
and large eat-in Kitchen.And a shop 
24 X 40 all on a 3/4 acre property. 
Definitely a must see. Come to visit our 
open house. MLS1521214 Or for a private viewing call Mildred Frey direct @519-741-6970

$169,000
19 WILLIAM STREET, 

MILVERTON 
Great for a first time buyer. Well kept 
home with a large lot and a detached 
garage in small town close to 
Linwood. Call for a private viewing. 
Mildred Frey direct 519-741-6970 or 
page @519-669-1544.

Make room for something new! Place your garage sale ad today: 519-669-5790 | ads@woolwichobserver.com 

COMMUNITY

GARAGE SALE
MAY 23rd 2015

• 2 week listing
      (includes 20 words)

• Listing on map
• Rain insurance

(We’ll run it free one more week if it rains)

$12
+ HST

• Just map listing $5
+ HST

HURRY IN! Deadline for a map listing is WEDNESDAY, MAY 13th | 5PM
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®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 17 Church St. W., Elmira • 519.669.1544 (Business)

519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

Worth a Look | Drayton | $489,000
For her - large 1/2 acre in town property with renovated 4 bdrm, 3 bth home, 
large front porch and rear deck, attached dble garage. For him - a detached 
dream workshop 2400 sq ft, chain hoist, hydraulic lift, air compressor and 
lines, insulated and heated, room for ALL your toys. MLS Call Dale.

Drayton | $347,000
A lot of house for the money. Large 4+1 bedroom, with walk-out finished 
basement, huge master and ensuite, separate detached  insulated and wired 
workshop, above ground pool, large fenced yard and more.  MLS Call Dale.

Take A Look Drayton | $319,000
Spacious open concept raised bungalow with cathedral ceiling, bright newer 
windows, a bright wide open rec. room, and many recent updates. Steps to 
school, medical centre, library, groceries, fitness gym. Fully fenced yard and 
walkout to deck. MLS. Call Dale. 

Sale or Lease Elmira | $329,000 
Commercial building, great exposure from 2 main streets, Arthur and Church, 
retail on main floor and large 2 bdrm upstairs. Upgraded and renovated 2011. 
Both up and down currently rented. Also available for lease. MLS Call Dale.

Model Home | $371,900
Enjoy the covered deck out back this summer with walk out from both dining 
area and master bedroom. This bright open concept custom home by Verdone is 
sure to please the discriminating buyer looking for a bungalow on a generous 
sized lot .Gourmet kitchen and ceramic and hardwood floors. Other models and 
lots to choose from.MLS Call Dale.

90 Earl Martin Dr.,
Unit 4, Elmira   N3B 3L4

Bus: 519-669-3192
Fax: 519-669-3322

Elmira Real Estate Services
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED, BROKERAGE

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER OF RECORD

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

TIME FOR YOUR FREE SPRING MARKET HOME VALUATION! CALL TODAY!

PRICED 
FROM 
$322,900
STANDARD
FEATURES:
• Starting from 1424 sqft
• Double car garage & driveway
• 3 bungalows & 2 bungalow loft 
plans
• Main floor master with ensuite

BONUS $8,000 in FREE UPGRADES!
until  May 25th, 2015

PICTURESQUE VIEWS
$387,000 GLEN ALLAN Wow factor with views of 
rolling hills & Conestogo river.  Wonderful 1 acre private 
property, ample parking, 28'x22' attached garage/06, 
well maintained home w/2nd floor loft, newly finished 
large rec. room.  MLS

BEAUTIFUL HOME
$344,900 ELMIRA Wonderful two with unique layout, 
two storey ceiling open to the 2nd floor in the front living 
room, hardwood, gas fireplace, separate dining area, 
walkout to fenced yd, deck & shed, 3 bdrms, 3 baths incl. 
ensuite, dbl drive. MLS.

 Saturday, May 2nd & Sunday, May 3rd from 1:00-3:00pm or by appointment

BACKSPLIT SEMI
$309,000 ELMIRA Inviting covered front porch, bright 
kitchen, spacious living room & dinette overlook the 
lower family room w/gas fireplace, 3 bdrms, 2 baths, 
central air, central vac, appliances included, parkette 
steps away.  NEW MLS

NEW LISTING! NEW PRICE!

TURN OF THE CENTURY
$399,000 DRAYTON Yellow brick 1892 2 1/2 storey, 
gorgeous private grounds, eye-catching detail & 
character, 9.5' ceilings, pocket doors, 1' baseboards, 
solid wood staircase, double car garage & driveway.  
NEW MLS

1 ACRE PROPERTY
$323,900 DRAYTON Beautifully updated & maintained 
home, eat in oak kitchen, family room w/walkout to 
deck, carpet free home, cozy 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
walkout basement, garage, double+ driveway, amazing 
property!  NEW MLS

SPACIOUS BUNGALOW
$385,000 DRAYTON Lovely 2000 sq.ft home, gleaming 
hardwood floors, large eat in kitchen with gas fireplace, 
bright front living room w/gas fireplace, walkout to deck, 
2 bdrms, 2 baths, HUGE unspoiled basement, dbl 
garage.  MLS

FAMILY HOME
$379,900 DRAYTON 4 bedroom, 2121 SQ.FT two storey 
on a 62' lot, fenced yard with deck & shed.  Extra wide 
triple asphalt driveway, double garage, built in 2005, 
ceramic floors, granite counters, stainless appl.'s 
included.  MLS

162 Ridgeview Dr.,
Drayton

NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!

NEW PRICE!

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

BUYING? SELLING? 
OR JUST LOOKING?

THE OBSERVER HAS THE FRESHEST
LOCAL LISTINGS IN THE MARKET.

Schmidt, Tyler James
Passed away on Monday, April 27, 2015 
at his residence in Cambridge, at the age 
of 21 years. Dear son of Wally Schmidt of 
Cambridge and Carrie Rody of Elmira. 
Beloved brother of Mathew and Ashley 
Schmidt of Elmira. Devoted dad to Milo 
James Miguel Pires. Tyler is lovingly 
remembered by Milo’s mother Rachele 
Pires of Cambridge, by his many aunts, 
uncles, and all his extended family. 
Loved grandson of Bruce and Kathy 
Rody of Elmira, and great-grandson 
of Marie Kelly of Guelph. Predeceased 
by his grandparents John and Lydia 
Schmidt. Cremation has taken place. 
A memorial visitation for family and 
friends will take place at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira, 
on Sunday, May 3, 2015 from 1-4 p.m. 
A memorial service will be held at St. 
James Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. 
S., Elmira, on Monday, May 4, 2015 at 
11 a.m. In Tyler’s memory, donations 
to Canadian Mental Health Association 
would be appreciated as expressions of 
sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Fairhall, Calvin Charles Sr.
A memorial service to celebrate Cal-
vin’s life will be held at Trinity United 
Church, Elmira, on Saturday, May 9, 
2015 at 1 p.m. Arrangements entrusted 
to the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

MEMORIAL SERVICE

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM
VIEW ALL OF OUR WEEKLY IMAGES, EXPLORE OUR ARCHIVES, 
SEARCH FOR YOUR FAVOURITE WEEKLY RECIPE AND MORE!

VISIT US ONLINE:
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LIVING HERE
ACADEMICS / A NATIONAL STAGE

CHEF’S TABLE | 35COMPETITION | 35

father.
“The whole thing started 

when I was still a kid, when 
I was still living in Poland,” 
Mozdzen said. “My dad did 
this thing, when we waited 
for a meal at a restaurant 
or we waited in a line to 
buy something, to go to 
the airport, anywhere that 
you wait, he didn’t want 
us bored because when we 
were bored we would be 
kids. Parents don’t want 
kids fooling around when 
you’re waiting for some-
thing. It became a part of 
our life, that trivia thing. 
Soon enough the questions 
got harder and harder and 
I started looking things up 

on my own and I started 
asking him questions.”

He and his family moved 
to Canada three years ago 
and he became knowledge-
able about Canadian ge-
ography through teacher, 
Terry McDonald’s Grade 8 
Canadian Geography class. 
He says the geography 
challenge is usually half 
international geography 
questions and half Cana-
dian geography questions. 

“The geography class 
we take in Grade 8 really 
started introducing me 
to Canadian geography,” 
Mozdzen said. “So I’d be 
missing out on 50 per cent 
of the contest, if not more 

without taking that class.”
In preparation for 

the challenge he’s gone 
through past national fi-
nal questions and played 
online geography games 
to brush up on it. Having 
done the online test last 
year helped him know 
what to expect too.

“I just took a Canadian 
map and looked around it, 
and a Canadian atlas and 
skimmed through it. The 
best area for me in geog-
raphy is international ge-
ography. I didn’t study for 
that at all and it turns out 
I didn’t need to,” Mozdzen 
laughed.

Aside from trivial dif-

ferences he says adjusting 
to life in Canada has been 
easy. He already knew Eng-
lish, but French has been 
a challenge. He also had 
never taken a bus to school 
before moving to Canada.

“The distances are much 
bigger here than in Poland 
because if I lived there I 
could take my bike or walk 
to everything that I ever 
needed in life,” Mozdzen 
said. “It would be sufficient 
to walk all of your life and 
go everywhere, a cinema or 
shopping mall, school, ev-
erywhere you could man-
age. Here, you don’t have a 

SJK student Bartlomiej Mozdzen will spend his weekend in Ottawa as one of 20 finalists in the national Canadian Geographic Challenge. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

WHITNEY NEILSON

Bartlomiej Mozdzen’s 
geographical prowess 
has earned him one of only 
20 spots at the national 
Canadian Geographic Chal-
lenge, the largest student 
geography competition in 
the country, in Ottawa this 
weekend. 

The tenth grade student 
who goes by the first name 
Bartek, attends St. John’s 
Kilmarnock School in 
Breslau and has taken the 
challenge twice before, but 
never made it to nationals.

“First you take the 
classroom challenge and 
you write a test in your 
classroom and then if you 
are the top two in your 
classroom, you go to the 
school-wide contest,” Moz-
dzen said. “Our school did 
a game show type thing in 
the chapel and I ended up 
winning that after a couple 
tiebreakers, so it was close. 
And after that you take the 
online provincial challenge 
and now I am going to the 
national one in Ottawa.”

He was the school cham-
pion last year but didn’t 
make it to nationals after 
taking the provincial test. 
Nationals are split up into 
three rounds, only the final 
one being open to the pub-
lic. Participants will com-
plete geographic field work 
for the first round and a 
written test for the second. 
The top five students will 
move on to the final round,  
where they’ll be pitted 
against one another in a 
game show format.

Mozdzen’s early inter-
est in geography can be 
partially attributed to his 

Grade 10 SJK student Bartlomiej Mozdzen earns one of 20 spots at national geography competition

Mapping a route to success

Have I told you lately 
that I love cookies? Think-
ing about them, making 
them, eating some ... and 
then giving the rest away so 
I don’t eat too many! There 
is nothing like a good 
cookie.

I am going to share two 
recipes today. The first is 
called Sour Cream Cookies 
with Browned Butter Ic-
ing. The cookie is as soft as 
a pillow and the Browned 
Butter Icing takes them 
over the top.

The other recipe is called 
Hermits; I am partial to 
them because there’s coffee 
in them. I don’t make them 
very often because there 
are too many people who 
don’t eat nuts, or raisins 
and dates. They really are 
missing out. If you must, 
you could make these 
without the dates and add 
extra raisins instead. But I 
am really hoping that there 
will be someone in the re-
gion who will enjoy these 
as much as I do.

Cookies 
that you’re 
sure to love 
just as much

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DONNA GINGRICH

RECIPE
NOTES

20 Oriole Parkway E., 
Elmira, ON

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084
info@leroysautocare.net

www.leroysautocare.net

Welcome Back Brad!
Everyone at Leroy’s is excited to 
welcome Brad Shantz back to the 
team after being gone to Japan for 
6 months! The shop just hasn’t been 
the same!! – The Team at Leroy’s
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

MAY 3

THE INTER-MENNONITE CHILDREN’S CHOIR is please to 
present “Songs of the Psalms,” 3 p.m. at Breslau Mennonite 
Church, 226 Woolwich St., Breslau. Tickets are $10 each, $5 
children (5-18) and will be available at the door or from a 
chorister. Come and join us for an afternoon of inspiration.

MAY 6

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN lives of others, become 
a personal support worker. Drop in to Woolwich 
Community Services community room from 2-3 p.m. 
to learn about the PSW program offered by Conestoga 
College. For more information, call 519-669-5139.

GALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IS hosting a fish fry from 
4:45-7 p.m. with continuous serving. Advance tickets - 
adult $17, child (under 12) $8. Call church office for tickets 
at 519-669-2852 or Lee at 519-669-8217. Takeouts available 
after 5:30 p.m. by calling church office for tickets.

WATERLOO RURAL WOMEN SPRING Night Out. Guest 
speaker Barb Gilllies - Lavender, how to grow, plant care 
and therapeutic uses; 7:30-9:30 p.m. at Woolwich Health 
Centre, Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. Bring along a labeled 
perennial plant to participate in the plant exchange. 
Refreshments. Free admission. All welcome. Contact 
Sharon Grose 519-846-9788, sharon@huskyfarm.ca for info.

MAY 7

THE LIONS CLUB OF Elmira Bingo – 7 p.m. at Elmira 
Lions Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All proceeds go to 
support the many projects of the Lions Club of Elmira. 
For more information call 519-572-2669.

MAY 8

COMMUNITY CAN DINE “WHERE the entire 
community comes together to meet and eat.” 
Hosted at Trinity United Church, 21 Arthur St. N., 
Elmira. Dinner is served from 6-7:30 p.m. Menu: 
sausages and sauerkraut. Pay what you can. 

ST. PETER’S OUTREACH COMMITTEE annual book 
sale. May 8, 2-8 p.m., May 9, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m., 2925 
Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg. Contact Carolyn at 519-
699-5713 or Bev at 519-699-4571.

HUGS PROGRAM – 9:15-11:15 a.m. at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. 
Meet with other parents to discuss parenting and 
child health issues. Topic: Canada’s Food Guide: 
Recommendations for all ages. For more information, 
call Heidi at 519-664-3794, ext. 237.

MAY 9

WOOLWICH HEALTHY HIKES KICKOFF, 10:30 a.m. - 12 
pm. Earn a badge by joining the Woolwich Healthy 
Hikes. Pick up your hike kit at our kickoff at Spring 
on the Trail or go to our website at www.woolwich.
ca to print kit or to learn other places to pick one 
up.

CATNIP CARNIVAL, EVERYONE WELCOME! A family 
friendly event where you can meet wonderful cats 
and people, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at St. Jacobs Lions Hall, 
31 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. Enjoy our charcoal BBQ, 
vendors, face painting and a Q&A with pet experts. 
All profits go to helping pets in need.

THE ST. TERESA OF Avila Catholic Women’s League 
will be hosting their annual Mother’s Day Tea from 
1-3 p.m. at St. Teresa of Avila Church Hall, 19 Flamingo 
Dr., Elmira. Door prizes, bake and penny tables, and 
of  course tea and dessert. An open invitation for 
everyone (men too) to come out for an enjoyable 
afternoon to honour their mothers.

ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society’s Annual 
Plant Sale, 8 a.m. - noon at the corner of Industrial 
Drive and First Street in Eldale Tool & Machine’s parking 
lot. Plant donations for the sale can be brought on May 
9 from 6-8 p.m. Please make sure they are in a clean 
pot, well watered and labelled. Receive a plant voucher 
for every two plants you bring in and redeem it on 
Saturday. Find the perennials you need for your gardens 
while supporting your local horticultural society and the 
beautification of your community. Question? Call Louise 
Bexton, 519-210-2110.

MAY 10

MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST AT St. Clements 
Community Centre, 1 Green St., St. Clements; 8:30 
a.m. - 1 p.m. Tickets: adults $10; children 4-8 $5; and 
under 3 are free. For tickets please call Wayne or 
Marilyn at 519-669-8747. Everyone welcome.

MAY 11

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY LIONS CLUB is hosting a free 
community event open to all ages. The topic Mental 
Health awareness as part of life’s journey; 6:30 
p.m., Lions Hall, Elmira. Learn from the experts in 
their varying fields. Donations to support Woolwich 
Counselling Centre. 

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch
Proclaiming Christ through 

Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Sunday School 9:45am
Worship Service 11:00am

Hopping Thursdays
7-8:30pm

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM @ Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Highly Unlikely
Sunday, May 3rd

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, May 3, 2015
9:15 & 11:00 AM

“Membership”
Series: All In

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Sun., May 3rd

11:00 am

Speaker: Doug BarnesDiscovering God Together

Behold 
the Man

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Praying 
the Psalms:

Psalm 1

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

elmiraemmanuel.com 

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:45am 

519.669.5030 

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.



LIVING HERE | 33THE OBSERVER  |  SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2015

ACROSS
1. Throwing game ring

5. Empty spaces

10. Prevention measure?

15. 2009 Pixar movie

16. Deck (out)

18. Bloke’s makeshift bed

19. Victorious gesture

20. “___ say!”

22. Baseball stat

24. Exist

25. Cellist Yo-Yo __

26. Alliance that includes 
Ukr.

27. Bill and ___

28. Kosher ___

30. Batman and Robin, e.g.

32. You and I

33. Send to the canvas

35. Burglar

37. “Fiddlesticks!”

39. ___ , myself, and I

40. Ego counterpart

41. Campaigner, for short

43. Break

44. Cheat, slangily

46. Buck

47. Operating

48. Indefinite article

50. Kooky

53. Lord’s worker

54. Get (something) done

55. Give the cold shoulder

56. Former French coin

57. Insect stage

58. Conversation starter

59. Mary in the White 
House

60. ___ Minor

61. “Seinfeld” uncle

62. Subatomic particle

63. Nonresident doctor

64. “__ what?”

66. “Absolutely!”

67. Leave

68. Absolutely not

69. Bank offering, for short

71. Dittography, e.g.

73. Hunt for

DOWN
1. Rush job

2. Put on the Internet

3. “Sleep on __”

4. Pigeon-___

6. Promo

7. Corn holder

8. Brought into play

9. For example

10. Egg cells

11. Celeb-oriented 
magazine

12. “Good going!”

13. F/X animation

14. Arise

17. Grey appearance

21. Myrna of “The Thin 
Man”

23. A pint, maybe

25. ___ juice (milk)

29. Block house?

31. High ground

32. Ace

34. “La Bohème,” e.g.

36. Hit man

38. RNs workplace

42. Amiss

45. Unfashionable

46. Oust

49. Art subject

51. Black, as la nuit

52. 10 jiao

53. “So ___ me!”

54. Pickpocket, in slang

55. “My boy”

57. Carry on

58. That man

59. Toronto’s nickname

60. Symbolized by an 
asperand

65. Christiania, now

66. Rocky’s greeting

67. Southern breakfast dish

68. Back of the neck

70. “The Catcher in the 
___”

72. Not bad

Austria

Greg & Leslie Dawn Fiss, Darlene & Eric 
Frede and Marlene & Lee Brubacher 
travelled to Austria for a ski trip this past 
February. Here they take a break from the 
slopes to pose with their Observer!

LOCATION

CAPTION

A hobo hall of fame would have a few surprising celebrities on its list

Q. How are astronauts 
affected by spending a 
year in the zero gravity 
of space? 
A. The sustained body 
weightlessness may bring 
on weakening of the calf 
muscles, quadriceps, and 
neck and back muscles 
that must generally work 
against the force of grav-
ity, says Jeffrey Kluger in 
“Time” magazine. Bones 
may lose minerals and 
weaken, and as calcium is 
flushed from the body it 
may become concentrated 
into kidney stones. Plus, 
skin thins and loses elas-
ticity, at times becoming 

more sensitive and giving 
way to infections and 
slower healing.  

The eyes also can be af-
fected as unweighted fluids 
shift upward, “putting 
pressure on the optic nerve 
and eyeball and leading 
to a loss of visual acuity.” 
Ear problems can bring 
on motion sickness and 
disorientation until the 
body adapts, then these 
symptoms may recur dur-
ing reacclimation to gravity 
back on Earth. Add in tight 
schedules and ambient 
noise and sleep may be dis-
rupted, resulting in as little 
as six good hours a “night” 
and bringing on anxiety 
and reduced alertness.    

At the heart of the mat-
ter, of course, is a poten-
tially weakening ticker as 
it no longer has to work 

against gravity to pump 
fluids to the upper extremi-
ties. 

Damage-limiting coun-
termeasures include exer-
cising for two hours a day, 
eating a well-regulated 
diet, wearing lower body 
pressure-restoring gar-
ments and finally, main-
taining regular commu-
nication with folks back 
home.  
Q. It used to be said that 
asteroids are just rocks 
floating placidly out in 
space until two of them 
collide and obliterate 
each other. Can you cite a 
few weirder views of how 
they “end” up? 
A. Some asteroids have 
tails, others break apart 
into chunks, and oth-
ers still disintegrate into 
smears of dust with no 

obvious second asteroid in 
sight, says UCLA astro-
physicist David Jewitt, as 
reported by Shannon Palus 
in “Discover” magazine.” 
Some asteroids can collide 
at speeds of 10,000 miles 
per hour–faster than a 
speeding bullet–grinding 
each other into trails of 
dust. And in 2002, icy as-
teroid 133P Elst Pizaro was 
observed with a strange tail 
as it turned to water vapor. 

More recently, asteroid 
P/2013 P5 was seen “rotat-
ing itself to death, though 
scientists can’t explain 
what powers the rotation.” 
And P/2013 R3 consists of 
10 separate chunks floating 
away from each other at 
1 mph. Despite their dif-
ferences, Jewitt believes 
the two are evidence that 
“small rocky asteroids 

might die by spinning 
apart,” yet admits that sci-
entists have much left to 
learn.  
Q. If there were a Hall of 
Fame for Hobos (home-
less migrant workers of 
the early 20th century), 
who might be some of its 
illustrious members? 
A. Folk legend Woodie 
Guthrie (1912-1967) wrote 
over 1,000 songs and often 
sang in “hobo jungles” and 
migrant camps, reports 
“Mental Floss” magazine. 

A one-time hobo, actor 
Clark Gable (1901-1960), 
later became the “King of 
Hollywood.” 

Pulitzer-Prize winning 
writer Carl Sandburg rode 
across six states for a year 
looking for work. 

Prolific folk singer Burl 
Ives was best known as the 

voice of Sam the Snowman 
in the Christmas TV special 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer.” 

Author Jack London 
started hopping trains at 16 
to look for work, which he 
later immortalized in his 
1907 memoir “The Road.” 

Jack “The Manassa 
Mauler” Dempsey rail-
hopped for several years on 
the way to becoming world 
heavyweight boxing cham-
pion from 1919-1926. 

Hobo-turned-author 
James Michener had a 
book of his adapted into 
the classic musical “South 
Pacific.”

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGEOBSERVER TRAVELS

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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STORE HOURS: 24 Hours, 7 Days a Week 
315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519.669.5403

Doug & Mary Lou Pagett | Owners

Happy Mothers Day
• Giftware •  Floral • Fresh Cut Flowers

Schmidtsville Restaurant
3685 Nafziger Rd., Wellesley 656-2430

Hours: Mon.-Wed. 6:30am-4:30pm;
Thurs. & Fri. 6:30am-8pm; Sat. 7am-4pm

Friday Evening  & Saturday
(dine in only)

HOMEMADE SOUPS & PIES |  LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS | GIFTS 

For Mom!
Free Gift

Mother’s
Day

Join us for

Mother’s
Day

Open Mon. to Fri. 9am to 7pm 
Sat. 9am to 6pm • Closed Sundays519.846.2972

Lorne & Wilma Bauman

RR#1 West Montrose, 6158 Weisenberg Rd.
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We also carry:
mulches, soils, shrubs, trees, 

many assorted annuals, roses, 
perennials & a variety of 

garden supplies.

Handcrafted
WIND CHIMES

10%OFF2 Days
Only

Potted
ROSES

$12
Each

Mini
ROCK

GARDENS
$15&

UP
Great
Gift Idea!

Bring in
this ad and

receive

10%OFF
Assorted Planters

Valid May 8th 
& 9th Only

Friday, May 8th to 
Saturday May 9th
Friday, May 8th to 
Saturday May 9th

10%OFF
On All Hanging Baskets

Free Cookies & Coffee
on Saturday May 9th

2191 Arthur St. N, Elmira, ON | 519-669-3154
MON-FRI: 8:30-6  SAT: 8-5  SUN: CLOSED

YOU ARE INVITED TO FLORALANE’S 6TH ANNUAL

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU!

• ENJOY 
   REFRESHMENTS

• SAMPLE OUR 
   FRESH BAKING

• DOOR PRIZE
   HANGING BASKET 
      ($25 vALUE)

• NO TAX ON 
   BEDDING PLANTS

• ENJOY 
   REFRESHMENTS

• SAMPLE OUR 
   FRESH BAKING

• DOOR PRIZE
   HANGING BASKET 
      ($25 vALUE)

• NO TAX ON 
   BEDDING PLANTS

Find her the perfect gift from 
one of these local businesses!
Find her the perfect gift from 
one of these local businesses!
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T h e  G r i l l
On the Green

519-669-1651 | 40 Eldale Road Elmira, ON

Located @ The Elmira Golf Club

Treat Your Mom to the perfect meal!

Children 4 & under FREE

Join us for

Mother’s
Day Breakfast Buffet

Lunch Buffet
Dinner Buffet

5 Seatings Available:
BREAKFAST ONLY
9AM   
Adults $15.95
Children 5 – 12  $8.99

BREAKFAST & 
LUNCH BUFFET
11AM & 1PM
Adults $19.95
Children 5 – 12  $12.99

DINNER BUFFET
4PM & 6PM
Adults $24.99
Children 5 – 12  $12.99

Sunday, May 10, 2015

BY RESERVATION ONLY

DinnerBuffet
$2195

Friday & 
Saturday 
Night

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Each

DINNER HOURS: Mon.-Wed. 8-4, Thurs.- Sat. 8-8

Reservations recommended

with all 
the fixings!

(children's meals available)

Mother’s Day Weekend

Marinated Pork Tenderloin
Lemon Herb Chicken
Slow Roasted Beef

Gifts Candles Cards 
Home+Garden Decor 
Canadian Made Local Artisans

Shopping Local is always inSeason

In the heart of Mennonite Country
Just minutes from the St. Jacobs Farmer’s Market

Beat in some hot water, 
you may need more or less. 
You want a fairly thin icing, 
it will harden as it cools.

Ice the tops of the cook-
ies while the icing is warm. 
If it cools too much, pop 
it in the microwave for a 
couple of seconds.

Let the cookies cool, 
then store in an airtight 
container.

Hermits
2/3 cup shortening
1-1/4 cups brown sugar
1 large egg
1/3 cup strong, cold coffee
1-3/4 cups all purpose flour
1/2 tsp baking soda
1/4 tsp salt
1/2 tsp cinnamon
1/2 tsp nutmeg
1/4 tsp cloves
1-1/4 cups raisins
1 cup chopped dates
2/3 cup chopped pecans

Cream shortening, 
brown sugar and egg until 
very light.

Add the rest of the ingre-
dient and mix on low speed 
until blended.

Drop them on greased 
cookie sheets.

Bake at 400º F for 9-12 
minutes or until cookies 
are almost set.

Cool, then store in an 
airtight container.

Sour Cream 
Cookies with 
Browned 
Butter Icing
1/2 cup shortening
1-1/2 cups brown sugar
2 eggs
1 cup sour cream
2-3/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 tsp baking powder
1 tsp baking soda

Cream shortening, 
brown sugar and eggs until 
very light.

Add remaining ingredi-
ents and mix on low speed 
until thoroughly mixed.

Drop by heaping tea-
spoons on greased cookie 
sheets, about 3” apart.

Bake at 350º F until bot-
toms are starting to brown 
and cookie appears set on 
top.

While they are still 
warm, ice with browned 
butter icing.

Browned Butter Icing

1 cup butter
4 cups icing sugar
2 tsp maple flavouring
4-6  tbsp hot water

Heat butter over me-
dium-high heat until it 
is golden brown. It takes 
some time, but watch it – 
you don’t want it burnt.

Remove from heat and 
beat in icing sugar and 
maple flavouring.

CHEF’S TABLE: Cookies
FROM | 31

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 
or email donna.atasteofnostal-
gia@gmail.com.

car, you don’t live.”
This will be the last year 

he can compete in the 
competition, as it’s open 
to students from Grade 7 
to Grade 10. The winner 
receives $3,000, the runner 
up gets $2,000, and third 
place receives $1,000.  Of 
the 20 participants, eight 
are from Ontario. He says 
he doesn’t expect to win 

because others might have 
better knowledge of Cana-
dian geography.

“I could say that I hope 
for the third round which 
is where the top five go 
into this game show type 
of contest and it’s the final 
round of the national con-
test,” Mozdzen said. “Sure 
I would hope to get there, 
but reality will show how 
it goes.”

COMPETITION: Brushing up 
on his Canadian geography

FROM | 31

Mozdzen’s interest in geography began as a child when his father would ask him trivia 
questions when they had to wait in line. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

ORDER EARLY | DELIVERY AVAILABLE

2239 Floradale Rd., 
Floradale, ON

floralfusion.ca

(519) 669-9761
Creative Floral Designs / Home Decor

20 Years Experience

Unique Floral Designs
Gifts    Home decor    Jewelry

MOM
for
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1362 VICTORIA ST N.  
KITCHENER 519.742.9188

3DAYS 
ONLY!

SATURDAY
MAY

9AM-6PM
2ND SUNDAY

MAY
11AM-5PM

3RD

MONDAY
MAY

9AM-9PM
4THEXTENDED  

SALE HOURS

$147
12MM 

HAND
SCRAPED

LAMINATE

$187
12MM 
LAMINATE

+ 2MM PAD
 ATTACHED!

$187
15MM 
RANDOM 
LENGTH

HIGH GLOSS
LAMINATE

/ SQ FT

REG 3.99
/ SQ FT

REG 4.99
/ SQ FT

REG 4.99

$137/ SQ FT

REG 3.99

HEAVY 
PLUSH

PLUS FREE
UNDERPAD!

$137
FRIEZE 

OR SHAG
PLUS FREE
UNDERPAD!

/ SQ FT

REG 3.99

12MM THICK LAMINATE

$127
IN STOCK!

NEW COLOUR 
JUST 

ARRIVED!
/ SQ FT

REGULAR 3.99

$297
ENGINEERED 
CLICK 
MAPLE
3 STAINS

$397
4¼” WIDE 
SELECT 
GRADE

MAPLE
$397

7” WIDE

SOLID
HANDSCRAPED

HICKORY/ SQ FT

REG 8.99
/ SQ FT

REG 6.99
/ SQ FT

REG 6.99

4¼X¾ ASH HARDWOOD

$267
OVER 
STOCK 
SALE!

/ SQ FT

REGULAR 5.99 MADE IN
CANADA!

$197
5MM CLICK 
LUXURY 
VINYL 

PLANKS
$257

12”X24” 
CLICK

LUXURY 
VINYL 
TILES

$297
10MM 
VINYL 

PLANKS
/ SQ FT

REG 4.99
/ SQ FT

REG 5.99
/ SQ FT

REG 5.99PRESS
LOCK™

LUXURY VINYL PLANKS

$137
IN STOCK!

/ SQ FT

REGULAR 2.99100% 
WATERPROOF!

$107
13”x13”
CERAMIC 

TILE
3 COLOURS

$137
13”x13”

PORCELAIN 
TILE

3 COLOURS

$397
    BACK
  SPLASH    
   TILES
STARTING FROM

/ SQ FT

REG 1.99
/ SQ FT

REG 4.99
/ SQ FT

REG 6.99

16”x16” TILE

77¢
IN STOCK!

/ SQ FT

REGULAR 1.99WOW!!
HOT BUY!!

44¢
         WOW! 
       CARPET

INSTALLATION MIN 250 SF

LIFETIME 
WARRANTY

/ SQ FT

HEAVY BERBER CARPET

97¢
IN STOCK!

MADE IN CANADA
PLUS FREE
UNDERPAD!

/ SQ FT

REGULAR 3.99
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to introduce young people 
to quality theatre.

“It seems like we’re 
busier and busier and 
busier,” Roth said. “The 
days turn into weeks, turn 
into months, time goes so 
quickly. I think every once 
in a while you’ve got to stop 
and take a break.”

 If people can come to 
Spamalot and feel like 
they’ve had two and a half 
hours of good old fash-

ioned fun at the theatre, 
then they’ve achieved their 
goal.

“You’ll probably want to 
see it a second time, that’s 
how fun it is,” Roth said.

The Drayton Entertain-
ment production of Spa-
malot runs May 6-24 the 
Dunfield Theatre in Cam-
bridge. Tickets are $34 ($25 
for those under 20 years 
of age), available online 
at www.draytonentertain-
ment.com, in person at the 
box office, or by calling 
(519) 621-8000 or toll free 
1-855-DRAYTON (372-
9866).

SPAMALOT: Drawing from the Python universe, 
the popular musical is all about non-stop laughs
FROM | 23

Victor A. Young returns in his role as King Arthur, with the knights of the round table in Drayton Entertainment’s production of Spamalot.

Rachel Clark

PLOTTING A COURSE ACROSS THE BRIDGE

Waterloo Marathon competitors crossed the Grand River via the covered bridge at West Montrose Apr. 26.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

Runners were greeted by a bagpiper who blasted traditional Scottish tunes as they made their way through the covered bridge. 


