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LOFTS NOW OPEN 
IN CORE AREA 
OF ST. JACOBS

STEVE KANNON

WHERE TIRES ARE A SPECIALTY, NOT A SIDELINE.
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service

ELMIRA, ON | 519-669-3232 AT
PARTICIPATING
STORES

Organic Top Dress
FIX your LAWN with ONLY the BEST soil!

Showroom, Retail & Commercial Sales:  650 Weber St. N. Waterloo@ Benjamin      519.888.9992   www.StoneLandscapes.ca

A school bus with no children on board struck a disabled SUV which was on the shoulder of New Jerusalem Road north of Sawmill Road around 2:30 p.m. April 30.  The front of the bus sustained some $25,000 in damage and there was an estimated $12,000 in damage done to the 
Jeep. Police are looking into the possibility that the bus driver had a medical episode prior to the collision. There were no injuries and no charges have been laid.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

COLLISION SENDS BUS OFF ROAD

Decision on Hahn 
expense audit 
expected Monday
First-ever meeting of audit committee sees Woolwich 
councillor face some tough scrutiny for his election filing

There’s no doubt Wool-
wich councillor Scott 
Hahn filed an incomplete 
election expenses report – 
he admits it – but he’ll have 
to wait until Monday to 
find out the repercussions.

Hahn’s expenses were 
the subject of the region’s 
first-ever meeting of  the 
municipal election com-
pliance audit committee, 
which grilled the Ward 1 

councillor about his claims 
during a hearing May 4 in 
Woolwich council cham-
bers.

Calling the initial filing 
an “honest mistake,” Hahn 
prepared a new report that 
saw his expenses from 
last fall’s election jump to 
$3,132.38 from the $258.40 
he claimed earlier. It was 
that original number, so 
much lower than the ex-
penses reported by other 
Woolwich candidates, that 
prompted fellow candidate 

Dan Holt to request an 
audit.

“All of the candidates 
followed the rules and filed 
accurate financial state-
ments except Mr. Hahn,” 
Holt told the committee 
members.

“There does not seem to 
be a question of ‘if’ there 
should be an audit – Mr. 
Hahn has already admitted 
that his financial statement 
is not accurate. Therefore 
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HAPPY
MOTHER’S
DAY FROM
ST. JACOBS
MIDWIVES

  

• Prenatal, labour and delivery care
• Care for 6 weeks after birth
• Choice of hospital or home birth
• No referral needed
• Midwives order all labwork 
  and ultrasounds

• Free care for Ontario residents 

 

www.stjacobsmidwives.on.ca

519-664-2542

MIDWIVES OFFER:

PLEASE JOIN US 
FOR A REUNION
ON TUESDAY, JUNE 16 
FROM 4:00 - 7:00PM
Snider Park,
Parkside Drive, St. Jacobs

Bring your little ones for fun 
and light refreshments.

Meet the new midwives and 
say farewell to Chelsea and 
Michaela.

9 Parkside Dr., Unit 2, 
St. Jacobs, ON N0B 2N0

(5 minutes north of Conestoga Mall near Picard Peanuts)

Call for an appointment today.

Appointments also available at
our Linwood location:

377 Manser Road, Linwood

For more information, visit our website at:

I would respectfully re-
quest this committee set 
the proper precedent by 
holding our candidates and 
elected officials to a high 
standard.”

While acknowledging 
Holt’s assertions about 
his expenses, Hahn said 
the original expense re-
port was an oversight. He 
failed to include signs and 
brochures paid for by his 
family.

“Most of what Dan Holt 
said is true. I did receive 
signs and brochures from 

family members,” said 
Hahn. “At the time when I 
was filling out my paper-
work I asked them what 
they were worth, and fam-
ily being family, they told 
me that they were free. Ob-
viously that’s not true, and 
I didn’t bother to expand 
on that or look into farther, 
and that would be my own 
fault.”

A revised statement in-
cludes $1,921 for signs, the 
cost split evenly between 
his father, mother and sis-
ter. As well, brochures and 
flyers were printed at a cost 
of $962.76, split evenly be-

tween his father-in-law and 
mother-in-law.

Split like that, no one 
person contributed more 
than the legal maximum of 
$750 to his campaign.

Although he prepared 
a new expense report, the 
committee did not accept 
the document.

Committee member Bob 
Williams noted the group’s 
task was to look at the cir-
cumstances around Hahn’s 
original filing. Looking at 
the expense form, Williams 
asked Hahn to read the in-
structions at the top of the 
page.

“You signed a document 
with that instruction back 
in February. Why is it an 
oversight that you didn’t 
follow the instructions that 
were clearly printed on the 
document?” he asked.

Questioned further, 
Hahn said he had received 
some instruction from 
staff, along with a flash 
drive containing informa-
tion and forms, but did not 
attend an instructional 
seminar.

“Did you read the rules?” 
asked Carl Zehr, the former 
Kitchener mayor who was 
elected chair of the seven-

member committee at the 
start of the meeting. 
“I did read those rules. I 
certainly didn’t read all of 
the rules – that’s obvious,” 
responded Hahn.

That was a “big problem” 
for committee member 
Larry Aberle.

“A lot of people perceive 
politicians as constantly 
trying to dodge the rules, 
and that’s what this comes 
across as very, very clearly, 
he said.

“When you run for office, 
you’ve got some obliga-
tions, and one of them is 
you’ve got to follow the 
rules that, quite frankly, 
aren’t that onerous. I’m try-
ing to grasp [how] this is an 
oversight.”

Hahn reiterated that the 
filing was a simple mistake 
with no intent to skirt the 
rules.

“I didn’t do this for 
personal gain. I wasn’t try-
ing to get ahead. I wasn’t 
cheating on my election. 
I followed the rules of the 
election to the point of fil-
ing, and that’s where the 
mistake was made.

“I thought what I did was 
right,” he said, noting he 
realized subsequently that 
it was wrong.

While MECAC members 
won’t be meting out a pun-
ishment – a decision about 
whether to go ahead with 
an audit is expected on 
Monday, however – Hahn 
could face a fine of up to 
$25,000, six months in jail 
or forfeiture of his council 
seat under the Elections 
Act rules.

For Elmira resident Rich-
ard Clausi, one of three 
delegations who addressed 

the committee, the fine 
and jail time are excessive, 
but Hahn should forfeit his 
office.

“The councillor seeks 
forgiveness, but that prec-
edent would indicate that 
compliance is optional 
until someone makes the 
supreme effort to check. 
The potential jail time and 
fines seem extreme – up 
to $25,000. Yet, this is not 
a speeding ticket where 
paying a fine buys abso-
lution and forgiveness. 
Nor can you volunteer to 
drive through the speed 
trap again to ‘undo’ the of-
fence,” said Clausi. 

“I appeal to you to set 
a clear ethical standard 
at the municipal level, as 
it is here that the roots of 
democracy are nurtured. 
Forfeiture of office will 
indicate that if you do not 
follow the rules, you lose 
the game.”

Mayor Sandy Shantz 
spoke in support of Hahn, 
a character witness of 
sorts, praising his work as a 
councillor. As with Hahn’s 
new expense report, how-
ever, Williams noted that 
wasn’t relevant to the pro-
ceedings. 

“Our issue here is not 
about how Mr. Hahn has 
performed as a councillor, 
but a report that he filed 
and signed as being truth-
ful.”

The committee – round-
ed out by Kevin Bambrick, 
Tom Jutzi, Murray Stod-
dart and Grace Sudden – 
will meet in closed session 
Monday morning to get 
some legal advice before 
resuming again in public at 
10 a.m.

AUDIT: Committee looking for legal advice before coming to a decision at Monday’s meeting
FROM | COVER

STOCKING THE SHELVES AT WCS

Volunteers from the Royal Bank of Canada helped sort through donations at the Woolwich 
Community Services food bank May 4.  [SUBMITTED]
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We L o ve  Feet !
I f  f o o t  &  l o w e r  l i m b  

p a i n  a r e  a f f e c t i n g  y o u r  
q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e, o u r  

e x p e r i e n ce d  p e d o r t h i s t s  
wa n t  t o  h e l p !  

SOS Physiothe rapy  (Elmira)
3 Wyatt  St . E. , Suite  2
Elmira, ON N3B 2H4

Tel  (519)  669-1212

Woolwich  Physiothe rapy
8-25 Indust r ia l  Dr ive
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Tel  (519)  669-2578

www.k imbe r l y r au . c om

GRT giving 
thought to 
bus route 
connecting 
Breslau
Six years in, route 21 to 
Elmira still lightly used and 
costing taxpayers township-
wide $485,000 a year

STEVE KANNON

Ridership numbers still lag-
ging in Elmira, Grand River Transit 
is now considering extending bus 
service to Breslau. That would add to 
the $485,000 a year the township is 
already paying for the limited number 
of users today.

On an average trip on GRT route 21, 
total ridership maxes out at a dozen 
people. Most days, buses run with pas-
senger numbers in the single digits.

Last year, however, the route con-
necting Elmira and St. Jacobs to Con-
estoga Mall in Waterloo exceeded the 
target of recovering 25 per cent of its 
cost from fares, hitting 28 per cent. 
The bus has been running since an 
April 2009 pilot project.

“We’re quite pleased considering 
the amount of travel the route has to 
undertake where there’s no develop-
ment,”

John Cicuttin, the region’s manager 
of transit development, said in a pre-
sentation to Woolwich council Tues-
day night.

Those empty, open spaces pose a 
challenge different from routes in the 
urban area, he explained.

After a slow start, ridership grew 
from 2011 onward, meeting the mini-
mum of 20 people boarding per hour 
in every month of 2014, said Cicut-
tin. Revenue recovery remains in the 
lower range of GRT’s routes.

Route 21 provides some anomalies 
in comparison to the system as a 
whole, with fewer younger riders and 
more working people using the bus 
than the GRT average. For instance, 
riders in the the 36-54 age range make 
up 24 per cent of route 21 users versus 
the GRT average of 18 per cent. Those 
using the bus to get to school make up 
12 per cent, whereas the region-wide 

GRT | 7
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St. James marks 
its centenary 
A landmark in downtown Elmira, Arthur Street church 
had its dedication ceremony on May 5, 1915

When the first ser-
mon was preached and the 
opening hymns sang at St. 
James Elmira Lutheran 
Church’s new sanctuary on 
Arthur Street in downtown 
Elmira, Canadian soldiers 
were fighting the Great 
War at the Battle of Ypres, 
women had yet to win the 
right to vote and the ser-
vice was given in German. 

Some 1,000 people cel-
ebrated the dedication  at 
60 Arthur St. S. on May 5, 
1915, which saw the grow-
ing congregation move 
into the church that it con-
tinues to use today.

Many things have 
changed since the church 
opened its doors a century 
ago, but for Pastor Hans 

SCOTT BARBER Borch, much remains the 
same.

“In many ways, over the 
100 years the church has 
been here at this location 
and indeed, the 165 years 
the congregation has been 
active, the church has not 
changed,” he said. “We’re 
still here providing that 
relationship between God 
and humanity and allow-
ing people the opportunity 
to see how God interacts 
with us and how we can 
interact with God and the 
rest of the world.” 

Its roots began in 1850 
when the North Woolwich 
Evangelical Lutheran Con-
gregation purchased the 
parcel of land that has re-
mained the church’s home 
for 11 pounds and five shil-
lings (less than $25 dollars) 

and built what was little 
more than a log cabin for 
worship. 

By October of 1868, the 
group had outgrown the 
humble space and made 
plans to construct a brick 
church on the property. 
Their second home, a small 
white brick church that sat 
just south of the existing 
building was completed in 
December of the following 
year.

As Elmira grew from a 
village consisting of just a 
few clusters of homes and 
a post office, into a town 
with emerging employ-
ment opportunities in 
nearby factories, so too did 
the congregation’s num-
bers.

Pastor Hans Borch and the St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church of Elmira will host a celebratory service May 24 at 3 p.m. to commemorate 100 years at their Arthur Street location.  [SCOTT BARBER /  THE OBSERVER] 

The St. James Lutheran Church at 60 Arthur St. in Elmira was 
dedicated as a place of worship on May 9, 1915.  [SUBMITTED]

The congregation’s second home from 1869-1914 was a white 
brick church located just south of the existing building on Arthur 
Street.  [SUBMITTED]
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Gloria Yeung and Nancy Stayzer will host the Woolwich Healthy Hikes kickoff event on the Kissing Bridge Trail on Saturday at 10:30 a.m. 
beginning at 6055 Middlebrook Rd.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

Wear your
style is

40 Arthur St. S Elmira 

Where fashion is found
& style is created 

Fashion Boutique 
The Salon519-210-1200

519-501-2246

TUES 10-5:30  |  WED 10 - 5:30 
Thurs 10-8pm  |  FRI 10 - 5:30  |  SAT 9 - 3

With a Strong Focus on 
Canadian Designers

Come shop Ladies fashions, 
accessories and seasonal footwear. 

Classic & Trendy 
Looks for Weddings, 

Proms & Grads

Emily ReitzelShelley CasselTami Runstedler

30 Years Experience, 
& Staying Current 

in the Industry!

I LOVE WHAT I DO!

I continue to serve existing clients 
with my passion for hairstyling 

and enjoy the opportunity to 
serve new clients!

I am an experienced stylist that enjoys the 
opportunity to be creative and help people 
look and feel the best they can, whether it 

be their hair, make up or gel nails.
I have a passion for curly hair, colouring 
and Specialize in up do’s for weddings, 

prom, and grads.

NEW at fb and me 

AuNoir dress shirts have arrived!
the Men’s fashion Scene

Welcoming New Clients • Men-Women-Children 
FREE Consultations • Ask About our Referral Program!

519-496-2761
SoEmm Hairstyling

Trail group gets a spring in its step
Building bridges, literally and figuratively, a top priority for those behind the Goderich to Guelph Rail Trail

SCOTT BARBER

Over the last five 
years, volunteers with the 
Goderich to Guelph Rail 
Trail have raised funds 
and lobbied governments 
to create a 127-kilometre 
continuous hiking, biking 
and walking pathway from 
downtown Guelph to the 
shores of Lake Huron. 

Now, with some $28,000 
in cash donations and an-
other $28,000 in kind – in 
the form of prizes or work 
done on the trail – the 
group has been busy build-
ing bridges and making 
headway with numerous 
municipalities. 

“Where we have gotten 
to over the last five years 
is an acceptance from end 
to end that this trailway 
is an important backbone 
and an important route 
in southern Ontario,” said 
Doug Cerson, executive 
director of the G2G Rail 
Trail. “We have gathered 
the support of not only the 
province which was will-
ing to lease us the entire 
sections which were not 
leased, which we have now 
achieved, but we have also 
had the other counties step 
up and say that they are in-
terested. They don’t move 
as quickly as a private or-
ganization like us, but they 
are definitely highly sup-
portive.”

Waterloo Region, for 
example, recently pledged 
$40,000 for an engineering 
feasibility study that could 

see the abandoned rail 
bridge – only the massive 
concrete abutments remain 
– across the Grand River 
just north of West Montrose 
reconstructed. The region 
is also looking at a similar 
project for another aban-
doned rail bridge across the 
Conestogo River near Wal-
lenstein. 

Last year, the group fin-
ished building a $70,000 
bridge near Millbank, and 
installed a bike-friendly 
staircase just outside of 
West Montrose at Kather-
ine Street. 

On Saturday, the organiz-
ers with the G2G Rail Trail 
will host the fifth annual 
Spring on the Trail in sup-
port of the project. 

“What we have done is 
try to create some aware-
ness and Spring on the 
Trail was just a way to get 
people off the couch and 
onto the trail, early in the 
season, especially kids, be-
cause it becomes addictive. 
You get out and you get do-
ing stuff early in the season 
and it promotes activeness 
and it promotes a connec-
tion with the rural areas, so 
you can walk along and see 
the crops that have been 
planted and growing and 
all that good stuff.”

The Spring on the Trail 
docket includes an official 
opening of the bridge in 
Millbank as well as a ride 
from Millbank to Guelph 
and back from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. May 9. 

Meanwhile, the Wool-

wich Healthy Communities 
Healthy Hikes Kickoff be-
gins at 10:30 a.m. from the 
kiosk at 6055 Middlebrook 
Rd. 

“Gloria Yeung and I will 
be leading the trail and 
we’ve actually done some 
research about the history 
of West Montrose and the 

Kissing Bridge and the 
Canadian Pacific Rail Line 
and how the trail came 
to be,” Woolwich Healthy 
Communities volunteer 

Nancy Stayzer said. “We’ll 
also be talking about the 
Grand River and the flood 
plains and just things that 
people might not know, 
and so as we walk, there 
will be a few stops along 
the way to talk about some 
things that people might 
be interested in knowing 
about the hike.”

The goal of course is to 
get people out and about 
and thinking about making 
healthier lifestyle choices.

“It’s for absolutely every-
one,” Stayzer said. “We’re 
encouraging people to get 
out not only on our trails 
but just into nature and 
that means community 
hiking or people could walk 
at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre along the track; we 
just want people to get out 
and walk, because (experts) 
say, if you spend an hour a 
day walking, there are very 
few things you can do, be-
sides not smoking, that are 
better for your body.”

Woolwich Healthy Hike 
kits will be available, and 
will include maps, hike logs 
and a schedule of group 
hikes for the 2015 season.

The group is also offer-
ing 100- and 200-kilometre 
badges for avid hikers look-
ing to track their progress 
in the coming months and 
years.

To find out more about 
the G2G Rail Trail and the 
Woolwich Healthy Hikes 
program, check out http://
g2grailtrail.com/ and www.
healthywoolwich.org.

Better
Hearing
Month

Join us for

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

SAVE UP TO
$1000 OFF
A SET OF HEARING AIDS

Call 519-669-4425 to BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT

MAY 19th – 22nd
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POLICE BLOTTER

Taking aim 
at sign clutter

Watch for the grassy stretch divid-
ing Arthur Street and Industrial Drive 
in Elmira to get a little less cluttered, 
as Woolwich moves to reduce the 
number of signs there.

The area is a popular spot for 
portable signs advertising upcoming 
events organized by a host of a 
community groups. But meeting this 
week to discuss some housekeeping 
revisions to the township’s sign 
bylaw, councillors opted to reduce 
the number of signs in the median 
there to four at any one time. Cur-

rently, spacing requirements limit the 
number of signs to six.

The township is also in the 
early stages of developing a plan for 
way-finding signs, permanent signs 
that direct people to facilities such as 
parks and other recreational facilities, 
for instance. 

Repeating a longstanding pet 
peeve, Coun. Murray Martin also 
stressed the need to take aim at 
those little posters, usually tacked up 
high on telephone poles, advertising 
junk removal or work-from-home 
schemes. Also under scrutiny are 
signs tacked up for events such as 
garage sales that remain in place 
long after the date has come and 

gone.
“I’d like to see the people who put 

up those signs take some responsibil-
ity for them,” he said.

Hachborn named 
to biz hall of fame

Walter Hachborn, founder of Home 
Hardware, was inducted this week 
as a Companions of the Order of the 
Business Hall of Fame.

He joined  André Bérard, corporate 
director, National Bank of Canada;  N. 
Murray Edwards, chairman, Canadian 
Natural Resources Ltd.; and Heather 
Reisman, chair and CEO, Indigo Books 
& Music Inc. at a gala ceremony in 

Toronto as they were honoured for 
their enduring contributions to the 
Canadian economy and society.  

The Order of the Business Hall of 
Fame is the highest honour of its 
kind in Canadian business. Each year, 
business leaders are nominated 
by their peers and chosen by an 
independent selection committee 
representing Canada’s leading busi-
ness and academic institutions.

Wellesley condo 
goes to OMB

Wellesley Village residents opposed 
to a proposed condominium develop-
ment adjacent Ferris Drive and 

Greenwood Hill Road will have their 
voices heard at an Ontario Municipal 
Board hearing next month.

An OMB hearing regarding a 48-unit 
condominium application by devel-
oper Lotco II has been scheduled for 
June 23-24 at the Wellesley Township 
council chambers in Crosshill. 

Rejected by council last fall, the 
new iteration of council essentially 
overturned that decision with a 4-1 
vote – Coun. Shelley Wagner voted 
no – calling for staff to reach a settle-
ment with the developer.

According to planner Geoff 
VanderBaaren, the settlement, which 
will be presented at the OMB hearing, 
is simply the original plan submitted 

by the developer. 
That will likely draw the ire of the 

residents in the area, who came out 
en masse to denounce the proposal 
during a public meeting last summer.

The primary complaints at that 
time concerned  potential decreases 
to surrounding property values and 
the fact that the development’s high 
density was out of character for the 
neighbourhood.

Some residents argued they had 
paid lot premiums just five years 
back to have privacy behind their 
homes, while others argued that the 
land would be better suited for an 
institutional use such as a nursing 
home. 

Police accepting unused/
expired prescription drugs 
at Saturday open house

Saturday marks National 
Prescription Drug Drop Off 
Day – yep, there is such a 
thing – and police depart-
ments all over are accept-
ing unused and expired 
prescription medications 
in their original containers 
for safe disposal.

In Waterloo Region, po-
lice are taking in the drugs 
at an open house event at 
the headquarters buidling, 
200 Maple Grove Rd., Cam-
bridge, between 10 a.m. 
and 3 p.m..

Safely disposing of un-
wanted or expired medica-
tions reduces illegal diver-
sion and the risk of harm 
for citizens of all ages, say 
police, citing reports that 
in 2009, almost one in five 
high school students in 
Waterloo Region, Guelph 
and Wellington County 
had used an opioid pain-

killer for recreation and 
more than 70 per cent of 
students got the opioids 
from home. Canada con-
sumes more prescription 
opioid painkiller medica-
tions per capita than any 
other nation.  The use and 
misuse of prescription 
opioids has been called a 
leading public health and 
safety concern resulting 
in unprecedented levels of 
accidental deaths, opioid 
addictions and a robust 
black market.

Flushing your medicines 
down the toilet or drain or 
into the garbage is not rec-
ommended.

The Waterloo Region 
Crime Prevention Council 
also reminds residents that 
unused/expired prescrip-
tion medications can be 
returned to any local phar-
macy at any time of year.

M AY  1

5:30 PM | Wellington County 
OPP officers received a report of a 
single-vehicle collision involving 
a motorcycle on Wellington 
County  Road 8 east of Wellington 
County Road 9, in Mapleton 
Township. Officers responded 
along with the Mapleton Fire and 
Rescue. Investigation revealed that 
the motorcycle left the roadway 
entering the south ditch. The driver 
of the motorcycle was transported 
by Guelph-Wellington Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) to a local 
hospital with life-threatening 
injuries.   The cause of the crash is 
still under investigation.  

M AY  3

11:13 AM | Police received a 
report of scrap wood being taken 
from a Mennonite farm on Hessen 
Strasse in Wellesley Township. Two 
people in a black Volvo were seen 
helping themselves to materials.

7:10 PM | An officer patrolling 
the Wilmot-Easthope Road clocked 
a speeder doing 142 km/h in an 
80 zone. A 26-year-old male  in 

a new BMW was stopped and 
subsequently charged for street 
racing. His vehicle was impounded 
and his driver’s license was seized 
for seven days for a mandatory 
suspension.

M AY  5

7:41 PM | Police responded 
to a report of a small grass fire on 
Maplelawn Drive in St. Jacobs. The 
fire was quickly extinguished by 
firefighters. 

CARDBOARD FIRE DEALT WITH QUICKLY

Woolwich firefighters hosed down a small fire amongst the cardboard recycling at the south end of the Foodland grocery store in Elmira just 
after 7 p.m. May 6.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

Centre Peel
Public and Secondary School

7623 Sixth Line, Mapleton Township

Registering new students

“Helping Hands, Caring Hearts,
Learning Together”

For more information contact
 Rhonda Gingrich, Principal at 519-638-2668 or 

rhonda.gingrich@ugdsb.on.ca
www.ugdsb.on.ca/cp

JK to Grade 12 for the
2015 - 2016 school year

DinnerBuffet
$2195

Friday & 
Saturday 
Night

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

Each

CAFÉ HOURS: Mon.-Wed. 8-4, Thurs.- Sat. 8-8

with all 
the fixings!

(children's meals available)

Mother’s Day Weekend

Marinated Pork Tenderloin
Lemon Herb Chicken
Slow Roasted Beef

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

8:41 PM | A vehicle travelling 
on Listowel Road near Floradale 
Road struck a deer. Damage was 
estimated at $4,000.

10:03 PM | A controller in the 
tower at the Region of Waterloo 
International Airport contacted 
police to report that an airborne 
pilot reported seeing someone 
pointing a laser into the sky. The 
investigation is ongoing. 

M AY  6

12:40 AM | Someone broke 
into a mailbox at an apartment 
building at 110 Oriole Pkwy in 
Elmira. It was undetermined if 
anything was taken, and the 
investigation continues.

12:47 AM | A driver travelling 
on Menno Street in Breslau struck a 
trailer parked on private property. 
The driver’s Toyota sustained $5,000 
damage. It’s unknown what dam-
age, if any, occurred to the trailer.
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ACTIVITIESSummer
AN ACTIVE DAY KEEPS BOREDOM AWAY!

KEEP THE KIDS ACTIVE THIS SUMMER WITH HELP FROM 

THESE LOCAL BUSINESSES AND ORGANIZATIONS.

15 First St. E., Elmira  |  519-669-2833    |  elmirabowl@rogers.com

at

Mondays to Fridays 11am to 5pm
Children MUST
be registered!

Go to www.kidsbowlfree.com for full details
and to register children aged 15 and under

a 6th degree black belt 
with 3 decades 
of experience 
in the art of 
karate.

Elmira Karate Dojo
(Est 1998)

Elmira@CNGK.ca    519-669-3340    www.CNGK.ca
Register today:

Traditional Goju Karate taught 
by Renshi Mike Robertson,

Age 4
to 14

Tennis in the heart of 
Waterloo Park

 

• Summer Camps
• Junior Lessons (from 5-16 years old)
• Adult Lessons (daytime & evening)
• Indoor court rentals
• Memberships

519-885-3920 www.waterlootennis.com

Half and Full Day Camps Available
Half Day – Week - $115
Full Day – Week - $225 
Full Day – per day - $50

GYM LOBBY | 97 Earl Martin Drive, 
Unit #2, Elmira

Call 519.669.2227 or email: wgcregistrar@gmail.com
CHECKOUT OUR WEBSITE

www.woolwichgymnastics.com

Drop Off  8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Pick-Up   4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Camp Hours are
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Payment must accompany registration

Payment Options -- Cash or Cheque

NO DROP-INS -- ALL CAMPERS MUST BE
REGISTERED PRIOR TO THE START OF CAMP

TO REGISTER PLEASE CONTACT THE GYM

 

SUMMER CAMP
July 6-10, 13-17, 20-24, 27-31;

August 10-14, 17-21, 2015

REGISTER
BEFORE

JUNE 6, 2015
AND SAVE!

www.wildhawk.ca/camps or email dave@wildhawk.ca

Waterloo Wildhawk is hosting the 22nd Annual

Boys Summer
Skills Camp
Tuesday-Friday
August 4,5,6 & 7, 2015

REGISTER NOW:

for boys age 6-14 (Gr. 1-9)

www.wildhawk.ca/camps or email dave@wildhawk.ca

Waterloo Wildhawk is hosting the 1st Annual

Girls Summer
Skills Camp
Monday-Wednesday
July 20, 21 & 22, 2015

REGISTER NOW:

for girls age 6-14 (Gr. 1-9)

TD Summer Reading Club at the 
Region of Waterloo Library

Play, create and read!

Visit your local branch or www.rwlibrary.ca for more details.

Join the library for activities, crafts, stories, 
special guests and events all summer long!

Registration Begins:
Tuesday, June 23, 2015
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SUMMER 
SPORTS 
CAMP E

L
M

IR
A

 

EST. 2001 

WEEK ONE  JULY 6-10
WEEK TWO JULY 13-17
WEEK THREE JULY 20-24

RATES STARTING AT $150/ WEEK  

Outdoor Sports, Daily Swimming, BBQ Lunch Friday & Camp T-shirt Included!

KIDS 7-14 REGISTER NOW FOR A SUMMER OF FUN!

!

Come For The Sports, Stay For the FUN! 

For more information/registration: elmirasummersportscamp.weebly.com
Email: elmirasummersportscamp@gmail.com

www.woolwichcougarsbasketball.com 
(registration form available on website)

Email:  woolwichcougars@hotmail.com

Paul McGinley, Program Director, Woolwich Cougars Basketball

JUNIOR CAMP (Half Days)

ONLY 6 SPOTS LEFT!

Who: Ages: 6, 7, and 8y (Boys and Girls).
Where: John Mahood Public School, Elmira
When: Monday, July 20 to Friday, July 24 from 9:00am to 12noon
Deadline: June 19. Limited enrolement (max 24)

• FUNDAMENTAL SKILLS
(Ball Handling, Shooting, Footwork)  
• COMPETITIONS & GAMES

• $100.00 (includes basketball, ball 
bag, and medal)  
• MINUS $10 second child
• MINUS $20 third child

INTERMEDIATE CAMP (Half Days)

THIS CAMP IS FULL!

Who: Ages: 9, 10, and 11y (Boys and Girls).

SENIOR CAMP (Half Days)

ONLY 10 SPOTS LEFT!

Who: Ages: 12, 13, and 14y (Boys and Girls).
Where: Park Manor Public School, Elmira
When: Monday, July 13 to Friday, July 17 from 12:15pm to 3:15pm
Deadline: June 19. Limited enrolement (max 20)

YMCA Summer Day Camps
Something for everyone.
 
A.R. Kaufman Family YMCA , Kitchener 
Stork Family YMCA , Waterloo

519-743-5201
ymcacambridgekw.ca/daycamps

Be yourself, make friends 

and have fun!

Music | Art 
professional instruction by qualified instructors

for more information contact the school at

519-578-3640                 www.beckettschool.ca

Summer Camps

Available

YMCA Overnight Camps
Register now for outdoor fun including: 

• BMX biking and sailing at  
YMCA Camp Belwood

• Climbing wall and water trampoline 
at YMCA Camp Ki-Wa-Y 

519-699-5100
kwycamps.com

Elmira Sparks and Brownies painted yellow fish on the storm drains along Mill Street May 6 
to remind the community to avoid polluting the sewer system.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

GOING YELLOW TO MAKE A POINT

average is four times that 
number. 

Students, in fact, make 
up the majority of GRT rid-
ers. The lower numbers in 
Woolwich, coupled with 
the farmers’ market and 
tourism, explain why rider-
ship remains fairly con-
stant throughout the sum-
mer, whereas the numbers 
drop significantly on other 
routes in the system, said 
Cicuttin.

Likewise, Saturday sees 
the largest ridership num-
bers of any given day.

Some 41 per cent of the 
route activity is at Con-
estoga Mall, with 20 per 
cent between there and the 
market, with another 10 
per cent in the village of St. 
Jacobs. Elmira boardings 
make up about 30 per cent 
of the total.

While the bus runs large-
ly empty, Cicuttin down-
played the idea of using a 
smaller vehicle to run the 
route due to the occasional 
peak run where demand 
would exceed lowered ca-
pacity of about 25 riders.

“There are times where 
you could get away with a 
smaller vehicle, but  there’s 
a lot of trips where it would 
create passenger incon-
venience,” he said in re-
sponse to a question from 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan.

A smaller vehicle, a so-
called bus-plus service, 
costs about $65 an hour to 
operate instead of $90 an 
hour for the standard 40-
foot bus.

Merlihan also ques-
tioned Cicuttin about the 
viability of a Breslau route, 
noting the GRT report of a 
dozen requests for service 
over the past two years 
didn’t appear to warrant 
even discussing the matter.

“Has the region made a 
business case for running a 
bus out to the airport?” he 
asked, noting that would 
be a destination of interest 
to the regional govern-
ment.

No detailed study has 
been made, but the num-
bers wouldn’t appear to 
support that just now, said 
Cicuttin.

“In the short run, over 
the next few years, it would 
be a very expensive propo-
sition given the ridership,” 
he said, with future devel-
opment perhaps making a 
more favourable case.

Prior to any new service 
to Breslau, GRT would 
do a technical study to 
determine the feasibility. 
Initially, service would 
be offered at peak times 
only, for instance. Early 
offerings might see the ex-
tension of an existing bus 
route operating on the east 
side of Kitchener, or per-
haps a small bus to bring 
passengers to downtown 
Kitchener, he suggested.

As with the Elmira route, 
any process would involve 
public consultation, he 
added, noting council 
would be the body to get 
the ball rolling.

“We take the initiative 
from the township.”

GRT: Up to township to request 
study into Breslau bus service
FROM | 3
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3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from May 11th – May 16th

Store Made Great Canadian 

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Store Made 12 x 6 oz. Fresh Cut, Your Way 

Roadhouse 
Burgers

Smoked  
Pork Chops

Smoked 
Sausages

Striploin Steaks

Store Made Regular or Hot 24 pc. 

Pepperettes
REG. PRICE
$8.99 ea.

$7.99 REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99
Store Made

Q: What do you call a 
cow with a twitch? 

A: Beef Jerky. 

REG. PRICE
$15.99 /lb.

$12.99 REG. PRICE
$21.99 ea.

$19.99

REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb.

$4.79

221 Katherine St. N., Winterbourne  |  519.664.0556

Breads
White,  multi grain,  whole 
wheat, cheese, raisin, 
dinner rolls, hot dog buns, 
hamburger buns, cinnamon buns, 
chelsea buns, cream buns

Pies
Blueberry, cherry, apple, peach, 
raspberry, strawberry, elderberry 

Apple dumplings, Meat Pies, 
Cookies, Tarts, Muffins

We can supply 
baked or frozen

• Our frozen yeast doughs require thawing 
prior to proofing and baking

• Frozen Pies dumplings cookies muffins and 
loaves should be baked without thawing

Hours: Tues. - Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.WHOLESALE & RETAIL 

Elmira Kiwanis Club recognizes longtime service of three of its members
WHITNEY NEILSON

With nearly 100 years 
of combined service to 
Elmira, Tom Hendrick, 
Lorne Martin and Eugene 
Read certainly earned their 
Ontario Volunteer Service 
Awards.

The three longstanding 
Kiwanis Club members 
were recognized for 40, 
30, and 25 years of service 
respectively. It’s a fitting 
recognition as the club 
celebrates its 40th anni-
versary.

Hendrick was one of the 
charter members of the 
club back in 1974.

“I came from a family of 
volunteers,” Hendrick said. 
“My father volunteered. He 
was from Elmira and came 
to Elmira in 1940. He was 
a member of the Board of 
Trade in Elmira and the 
chamber of commerce and 
ran a business. And I just 
grew up volunteering. It’s 
just what we did.”

Read also felt a sense of 
duty to dedicate much of 
his life serving others.

“I was brought up to help 
people,” Read said. “It’s 
just natural to help people, 
make use of your time.”

Treasurer Jamie Meek 
recalled the projects the 
three, along with the rest 
of the club, have helped 
support since its inception, 
like the Woolwich Counsel-
ling Centre.

“We’ve been helping 
them with the children’s 
program that they have 
every summer,” Meek said. 
“We give them money, a 
fair bit to that. One of our 
priorities is children. We 
try and focus a lot of things 

on that.”
He noted the ongoing 

tradition of the Kiwanis 
Music Festival, which just 
had its annual final concert 
two weeks ago, and gave 
away hundreds of dollars 
in scholarship money. 

“That’s helping not just 
little children, but chil-
dren, youth, teenagers,” 
Meek said. “In talking with 
one of the adjudicators he 
was saying it’s so impor-
tant for us to do this be-
cause it gives the children 
an opportunity to play or 
sing or whatever it is they 
do because there’s not a 
lot of that in the schools 
anymore. It used to be you 
could always do that, they 
had concerts but they don’t 
do that anymore.”

Hendrick notes he’s 
been the chairman of the 
Lobsterfest committee for 
more than 30 years – an 
event that cancelled this 
year – while Martin has 
been a chair of the club’s 

maple syrup festival com-
mittee for almost 25 years 
– spearheading events lo-
cals have come to know as 
tradition.

“Eugene has backed us 
up on all our projects,” 
Hendrick said. “Every time 
we run a project he’s there 
to give us support.”

They’re well known for 
their work sponsoring the 
Christmas food drive for 
the Woolwich Food Bank 
for the past 15 years, which 
collects at least two tonnes 
of food every Christmas. 
Their latest project was a 
fish fry this week at Gale 
Presbyterian Church.

Read notes he and Hen-
drick have been volunteer-
ing together for even lon-
ger than they’ve been part 
of Kiwanis.

“We were in the Jaycees 
together too,” Read said. 
“Jaycees is an organization 
that teaches you to run 
things and to volunteer. 
When I turned 40 I joined 

the Kiwanis Club and con-
tinued on.”

He says looking after the 
Kiwanis House with Martin 
has been one of his high-
lights as a club member. 
Martin agrees he’s been 

largely in charge of main-
tenance.

“When the golf club 
started, most of us went 
out and helped pick stones, 
things like that,” Martin 
says of his favourite memo-
ries with Kiwanis.

They also support ac-
tivities like minor hockey, 
soccer, curling, and Scouts. 
And in turn the Scouts help 
the club at events. The club 
has been unsuccessful in 
starting a Key Club at EDSS 
but continue to sponsor 
one at Huron Heights in 
Kitchener. The Key Club 
is an essential part of Ki-
wanis as clubs across the 
country struggle to find 
new members, as theirs are 
most commonly seniors.

As for the future of the 
club, they can agree they’re 
hoping the younger gen-
eration will step up and 
start volunteering their 
time. The club raises be-

tween $25,000 and $30,000 
a year to donate to various 
organizations in the com-
munity, and without those 
funds, it’s hard to imagine 
what some of them would 
do.

“When I think back 25, 
30 years ago there weren’t 
as many activities for the 
children, as far as soccer 
and hockey,” Meek said. 
“Now it seems every kid in 
the house has to be doing 
something. If it isn’t hock-
ey it’s soccer, it’s ballet, it’s 
tap dancing. The parents 
are involved in all that so 
they don’t have time to get 
involved in other things.”

The club holds meetings 
at the Crossroads Restau-
rant on Wednesdays from 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Anyone 
is welcome to attend those 
breakfast meetings.

“We’re hoping to attract 
some new, younger mem-
bers,” Hendrick said.

FIREFIGHTERS RECOGNIZED FOR YEARS OF SERVICE

Woolwich fire chief Rick Pedersen (back left) and Mayor Sandy Shantz presented years of service awards to township firefighters Brian Reist 
(20 years), Ken Fulcher (20 years), Richard Good (25 years), Joe Kelly (30 years) and Kieran Kelly (40 years) at the May 4 council meeting. 
[STEVE KANNON / THE OBSERVER]

Eugene Read, Tom Hendrick and Lorne Martin were recognized with Ontario Volunteer Service Awards last week for their numerous decades 
of service to the community through the Elmira Kiwanis Club. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Bauman
LASER & ELECTROLYSIS HAIR REMOVAL

519-669-0237

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

Butterfly
Free

We pierce with
Inverness, the
safest, most
advanced sterile
piercing system
available today!

Safe

Sterile

Gentle
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I N D U S T R I E S

Families, join with us to help

SAVE 
OUR 

PARK
On Saturday, May 9, 2015

Breslau Community Centre
1:00pm to 3:00pm

EVERYONE IS WELCOME.
For more information: bill@krewcorp.ca

In the early days, the 
membership was almost 
exclusively made up of 
German immigrants, 
Borch said.

“The Lutheran  Church 
was very much a German 
community church and 
it provided members of 
the German community a 
place to come together and 
worship together in their 
own language. And so right 
on through 1914-15 services 
were primarily spoken in 
German and teaching was 
primarily done in German  
in confirmation class and 
things like that. English 
services weren’t added 
here until 1917, which was 
fairly early for a lot of Lu-
theran Churches.”

Around the start of the 
First World War, the con-
gregation had once again 
outgrown its church, and 
plans for a larger facility 
on the north end of their 
Arthur Street property took 
shape.

At a cost of some 
$28,000, the church was 
completed and a dedica-
tion ceremony was held in 
the spring on 1915.

“A dedication is basically 
the setting apart a building 
as a worship space and as 
holy ground,” Borch ex-

plained.
Some 40 years later the 

church’s interior under-
went significant renova-
tions, including the addi-
tion of a centre aisle and 
new flooring.

And finally, in the 
mid-1960s, the church 
expanded for a final time 
as the fellowship hall and 
the education wing were 
added, at a cost of approxi-
mately $120,000.

By and large, the church 
has retained the character 
and style of when it was 
first opened. And there 
are both pros and cons to 
working with a 100-year-
old building, explained 
Borch, previously a civil 
engineer for 23 years with 
the Canadian Forces prior 
to becoming a pastor.

“Of course the history 
of the church itself is very 
special to us, and the 
building itself certainly 
plays a big role in that. 
However, there are ad-
ditional issues that come 
with a 100 year-old build-
ing in terms of mainte-
nance costs.”

With declining member-
ship numbers, St. James, 
like so many churches 
across the province and the 
country, is facing financial 
challenges. 

If the congregation is 
going to last another 100 
years, it’s going to need to 
find ways to stay relevant 
to young people, Borch 
said.

“I think St. James is 
suffering what a lot of 
mainline churches are go-
ing through. If you take a 
look at society as a whole, 
fewer people are attend-
ing churches on a regular 
basis. I think it’s down 
to 15 per cent now of the 
population that attends on 
a regular basis, which is a 
stark contrast to a number 
of years ago when  it was 
40 per cent. That’s a big 
change, and I think a lot 
of churches are impacted 
by that. And I certainly see 
that within our church as 
well.”

He continued, “We have 
a number of members of 
our congregation that are 
in the older age bracket 
and of course, as time goes 
on, that number dwindles, 
because they are dying 
off. Fortunately here at 
St. James we also have 
fairly big number of young 
people and families that 
are involved with our con-
gregation.”

To strengthen that trend, 
St. James will continue to 
look for new ways to keep 

its congregation engaged, 
while also reaching out 
to the larger community 
in Elmira and Woolwich 

Township, Borch said.
The church will host a 

special service to celebrate 
the 100th anniversary on 

May 24 at 3 p.m. Bishop 
Michael Pryse will be giv-
ing a sermon, and an ex-
panded choir will perform.

CENTENARY: Church has special service scheduled for May 24 to mark the occasion 
FROM | 3

MON – FRI 9AM–8PM  |  SAT 9AM–6PM  |  CLOSED SUNDAYS

519.699.2437

K I D S ,  P L A N T  A  P O T
F O R  M O M  –  F R E E !

M O M ,  E N T E R  T O  W I N
1 OF 3 URN CLUB

MEMBERSHIPS ($165 VALUE )

Celebrate Mom!
{ M AY  8 T H  &  9 T H }

a t  F l o r i s T e r r a

( f r e e  f o r  k i d s  1 0  a n d  u n d e r )

G I F T  I D E A S :  g i f t  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  
h a n g i n g  b a s k e t s ,  p a t i o  p o t s , 
t r o p i c a l s  &  g a r d e n  g i f t w a r e .
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WOOLWICH COUNCILLORS DROPPED THE 
ball Tuesday night, failing to kill in its tracks 
any talk of extending a bus to Breslau. Worse 
still, they had just heard some dismal numbers 
for the Elmira/St. Jacobs bus, which continues 
to siphon money to little benefit.

Operating the bus costs more than $600,000 a year, with 
Woolwich residents as a whole on the hook for $485,000 af-
ter revenues are deducted – fares account for only a quarter 
of the cost.

Only reaching the target of recovering 25 per cent of its 
costs from the farebox – 28 per cent in 2014 – the route has a 
long way to go before reaching a far more viable 50 per cent 
cost recovery. That figure is beyond the pale for Grand River 
Transit, where only a handful of well-travelled routes make 
that grade – the system as a whole doesn’t come close to the 
national average pushing 60 per cent.

Breaking down the ridership numbers makes the situation 
even less palatable. For 2014, route 21 as a whole averaged 
some 387 riders each day (774 daily boardings, divided by 
two to represent return trips). Given that fully 70 per cent of 
trips involved stops between Conestoga Mall (41 per cent, 
by far the largest) and St. Jacobs, it’s a fair assumption that 
many of those riders are not township residents. Even at 
an optimistic 300 Woolwich riders, the $485,000 price tag 
works out to more than $1,600 a year per township user of 
the bus.

Is that good value? That was never discussed when the bus 
was launched as a pilot project in 2009, and such questions 
have never been asked by Woolwich councillors or anyone at 
the region, where they’re pushing ahead with a transit fiasco 
of epic proportions, one that can’t be undone quickly, unlike 
route 21.

Few people here would argue it’s a bad idea to have a bus 
service connecting Elmira and St. Jacobs to Waterloo and, 
thus, the rest of the transit system in the region. It’s some-
thing of a motherhood issue. Yes, transit is a good idea. But 
how much? And at what cost?

To date, ridership numbers show relatively few residents 
are making use of the service. Those who do use it likely 
want to see it continue. But the costs will be borne by every-
one, the overwhelming majority of whom will never set foot 
on a bus. The price tag represents the equivalent of about a 
five-per-cent tax hike – every year – making it a significant 
expenditure for the township.

In pondering whether route 21 should continue – there’s 
no case to be made for a Breslau service where demand 
would be even smaller – the decision for councillors, then, is 
does that money represent good value? Where does transit 
fall in the list of government services? Through our taxes, we 
all pay for services we don’t use and which don’t provide us 
any benefit. But we recognize there’s a social value in them, 
at least in some cases. That’s certainly true to some extent 
with transit, but what level of service is sufficient as a com-
munity good?

The real question is, however, what are we prepared to 
give up in order to pay for it? To date, councils, both town-
ship and regional, have been happy simply to slap an ever-
growing tax burden on residents without any thought to 
usefulness, accountability or efficacy. In short, the same phi-
losophy it applies to just about every spending decision.

Until that changes, and spending is brought under con-
trol, there should be no thought given to adding to the bur-
den, especially with useless pet projects.

Anything else shows contempt for the public.

Hard questions 
needed in debate 
over bus routes

You can’t tell the play-
ers without a program, 
and it’s no wonder that 
people feel confused by the 
plethora of names the ter-
rorist groups use. To make 
matters worse they keep 
splitting, and sometimes 
they change their names 
just for the hell of it. So 
here’s a guide you can stick 
on your wall.

In the beginning there 
was Al Qaeda, starting in 
about 1989. There were lots 
of other terrorist start-ups in 
the Arab world around the 
same time, but eventually 
almost all of them either 
died out or joined one of the 
big franchises. Al Qaeda is 
the one to watch, since the 
success of its 2001 attacks on 
the United States on 9/11 put 
it head and shoulders above 
all its rivals.

When the United States 
invaded Iraq in 2003 and 
foreign jihadis flocked into 
the Sunni Arab parts of the 
country to help the resis-
tance, their leader, a Jorda-
nian called Abu Musaib al 
Zarqawi, sought to affiliate 

Making sense of the players in the franchise wars
his organization with Al 
Qaeda to boost its appeal. 
In 2004 Osama bin Laden 
agreed to allow them to use 
the name Al Qaeda in Iraq, 
although there was little 
coordination between the 
two groups.

It was Al Qaeda in Iraq 
that got the Sunni-Shia 
civil war going by per-
sistently bombing Shia 
mosques and neighbour-
hoods, even though it knew 
that the more numerous 
Shia would win that war. It 
was profoundly cynical but 
strategically sound, since 
terrified Sunnis would then 
turn to Zarqawi’s organiza-
tion for protection.

Al Qaeda in Iraq formally 
changed its name to Islam-
ic State in Iraq (ISI) in 2006, 
but it didn’t really begin to 
flourish until a new leader, 
Abu Bakr al Baghdadi, took 
over in 2010. Soon after-
wards the Syrian civil war 
broke out, and Baghdadi 
sent a Syrian member of 
ISI, Abu Muhammad al 
Golani, into Syria to orga-
nize a branch there. It was 
called the Nusra Front.

The Nusra Front grew 
very fast – so fast that by 
2013 Baghdadi decided to 
reunite the two branches 
of the organization under 

the new name Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria (ISIS). But 
this meant that Golani was 
being demoted to manager 
of the Syrian branch, so he 
declared his independence 
and asked to join al Qaeda, 
which leaves its affiliates 
largely free to make their 
own decisions.

Al Qaeda’s leader, Ayman 
al Zawahiri (by now bin 
Laden was dead), backed 
the Nusra Front because 
he felt that creating an 
Islamic state, as Baghdadi 
intended, was premature. 
Baghdadi thereupon broke 
relations with Al Qaeda, 
and in early 2014 the Nusra 
Front and ISIS went to war.

Thousands of Islamist 
fighters were killed, and af-
ter four months it was clear 
that ISIS could hold eastern 
Syria but could not conquer 
the Nusra Front in the west 
of the country. The two ri-
val organizations agreed a 
ceasefire – and two months 
later, in June 2014, ISIS 
used its battle-hardened 
forces to invade Iraq.

The Iraqi army collapsed, 
and by July ISIS controlled 
the western third of Iraq. 
Counting its Syrian territo-
ries as well, ISIS now ruled 
some 10-12 million people, 
so Baghdadi dropped the 

“Iraq and Syria” part of the 
name and declared that 
henceforward it would just 
be known as Islamic State. 
The point of not naming 
it after a specific territory 
is that it can be expanded 
indefinitely with no further 
name changes.

Soon afterwards Baghdadi 
declared himself caliph, and 
therefore commander of all 
the world’s Muslims. This 
was an extremely bold step, 
since those Muslims who 
hear the call of “Caliph Ibra-
him” and do not submit to 
his authority – even fighters 
in other jihadi organizations 
like the Nusra Front and 
Al Qaeda – are technically 
“apostates” and liable to 
death in the eyes of those 
who do accept his claim.

That includes all of IS’s 
fighters, who now have the 
legal right, at least in their 
own eyes, to kill most Sunni 
Muslims in addition to the 
Shias, Christians, Jews, and 
assorted other unbelievers 
they already had the right 
to kill. There is a potential 
genocide in the making if 
Islamic State expands fur-
ther in Syria, where easily 
75 per cent of the popula-
tion fits into one or another 

DYER | 12

2+2 is 4 (and double), but Woolwich residents are interested in the math that doesn’t add up when it comes to another bus route: 2 x $500,000.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Pension planning a key issue. As such, it will be bungled by our governments

Retirement living is a 
dimming prospect for an in-
creasing number of Canadi-
ans. At the heart of the issue 
are pensions and savings. 

In last month’s budgets, 
the federal and provincial 
governments took aim at 
some facets of the problem. 
The Harper Conservatives 
pushed for increases to its 
tax free savings account 
scheme, a move to benefit 
higher income earners 
while foregoing tax rev-
enue. They’ve continually 
nixed any plans to increase 
the Canada Pension Plan, 
which prompted the Wyn-
ne Liberals to roll out their 
own pension plan, a good 
idea in theory but poorly 
detailed ... and a red flag in 
the hands of a government 
every bit as corrupt and 
incompetent as Harper’s.

Ideally, a change of gov-
ernment in Ottawa would 
lead to much-needed CPP 
reforms, a move over-
whelmingly supported by 
Canadians, as shown in a 
poll released this week.

The survey by Nanos for 
The Globe and Mail shows 
88 per cent of Canadians 
favour increasing benefits 
under the CPP, upping man-
datory contributions. Some 
64 per cent, meanwhile, 
supported at least in part a 
plan to boost TFSA limits to 
$10,000 a year from $5,500.

Pension reform could be 
a selling point for the fed-
eral Liberals and NDP going 
into a fall election, suggests 
pollster Nik Nanos, point-
ing to Wynne’s success.

“This is one potential vul-
nerability for the Conser-
vatives because it’s pretty 
clear that the musings of 
the Ontario government in 
terms of increasing the ben-
efits that Canadians receive 
through the Canada Pen-
sion Plan actually has a sig-
nificant amount of traction 
out there, so that’s probably 
one area that the opposition 
parties could kind of home 
in on,” he tells the Globe. 
“What this question does 
do is speak to the perceived 
inadequacy of the Canada 
Pension Plan.”

The federal Liberals have 
an interest in strengthen-
ing CPP, of course, as the 
program was started under 
Lester Pearson. In fact, the 

legislation launching it was 
approved 50 years ago last 
month.

Now, it’s time for some 
reforms, argues the party’s 
deputy leader, Ralph Goo-
dale, a former finance min-
ister. In a recent review of 
CPP’s formation, he notes 
that the typical 35-year-old 
today is saving less than 
half of what their parents 
did at that age, a reason to 
boost the benefits in order 
to offset the lack of savings.

“The CPP/QPP are labour-
ing under one major limita-
tion. The maximum regular 
benefit a contributor can 
receive is just over $12,000 
per year. The average is just 
more than half that. Those 
amounts are far from suf-
ficient to ensure retirees 
can maintain their quality 
of life, without other signifi-
cant savings,” he says.

“Three-quarters of those 
working in the private sec-
tor don’t have access to 
an employer-sponsored 
pension plan. And of those 
who are within 10 years of 
retirement, fewer than one-
third have $100,000 or more 
set aside to sustain them-
selves. Another third have 
no retirement savings at all.”

That reality has fewer of 

us optimistic about retire-
ment and our futures.

A survey last fall by the 
Conference Board of Cana-
da found the majority of us 
are concerned we have not 
saved enough to sustain us 
through retirement.

Sixty per cent of respon-
dents said they have not 
saved enough to comfort-
ably retire. Even more 
concerning, almost 60 per 
cent of those on the cusp 
of retirement (55-64 years 
of age), and a little more 
than 40 per cent of those 
aged 65-plus report that 
they have not put enough 
money aside. Women and 
those with lower levels of 
household income were 
even less likely to have put 
money aside.

More than a third of 
Canadians say they don’t 
know when they’ll be able 
to retire, while some 40 per 
cent of employers believe 
their employees are overly 
optimistic in their assess-
ment of when they will be 
able to retire.

According to the survey, 
the average planned age of 
retirement was 63.2 years of 
age. However, over a third of 
respondents said they were 
uncertain when they would 

be able to exit the labour 
force. Of these, women (83.5 
per cent) were more uncer-
tain than men (69.8 per cent) 
regarding their planned fu-
ture retirement. Some 19 per 
cent of respondents say they 
will never retire.

Concern over inadequate 
retirement savings has al-
ready led a good number 
of Canadians to delay their 
retirement. More than one 
in five respondents to the 
Conference Board’s survey 
had decided to retire later 
than their initial plan five 
years earlier. Furthermore, 
a full 45.6 per cent of re-
spondents say they plan to 
continue to work part-time 
or on a contract basis after 
their official retirement, 
and the percentage in-
creases with age. About 51 
per cent of those aged 45-
64, and 60 per cent of those 
aged 65-plus say they will 
continue working past their 
official retirement date.

On the whole, we’re not 
putting enough money 
away to secure our future as 
retirees. That much is abun-
dantly clear, as even a casual 
look at the topic of pension 
reform will show you.

There’s every reason for 
concern. About two-thirds 

of Canadian workers don’t 
have a company pension 
plan. In fact, about a third 
don’t have any retirement 
savings at all – about 30 
per cent of eligible work-
ers didn’t contribute to an 
RRSP last year, for instance.

For those who have no 
savings of their own, rely-
ing only on government 
sources, retirement will be 
a meagre affair. Or simply 
put off altogether.

The CPP provides 25 per 
cent of a worker’s average 
annual earnings – hardly 
enough for a comfortable 
retirement. That level has 
been consistent since the 
program was introduced 
five decades ago. Payments 
for current recipients come 
partly from invested reserves 
and partly from contribu-
tions from today’s workforce. 
In order to ensure a more 
stable system and to provide 
a decent retirement income, 
we’ll have to start boosting 
CPP contributions.

Ideally, that 25 per cent 
figure would become 70 
per cent, the figure most 
often cited as the level of 
income needed to preserve 
our standard of living in 

How are you celebrating Mother’s Day?

“I’m going to have a mother’s day dinner and 
give her flowers.”

 » Sarah Lucier

“Make her breakfast in bed and behave.” 

 » Isabella de Jeu

“Give her a present and a surprise party.”

 » Armie Juantala

“Give her a hug and make her feel special all 
day.”

 » Nolan Beckner-Stetson

“I’m going to make my mom breakfast in bed 
and have family over.”

 » Dante Delcul

“There is a potential genocide in the making if Islamic State expands further in Syria ...” Gwynne Dyer | 10

KANNON | 12
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Two rival franchises 
vying for loyalty of jihadists
FROM | 10

 » Hoyes, Michalos & Associates

of those categories.
Some jihadis in other 

countries, most notably 
Boko Haram in Nigeria, 
declared their allegiance 
to “Caliph Ibrahim” and 
Islamic State at once. Other 
stayed loyal to Al Qaeda 
– the Nusra Front, Al Sha-
baab in Somalia, and the al 
Qaeda branches in Yemen, 
Egypt, and the Maghreb 
– and rejected his claim. 

But Al Qaeda may declare a 
rival caliphate once Nusra 
has finished conquering 
Idlib province and estab-
lished a firmer territorial 
base in Syria.

So there you have it: two 
rival franchises compet-
ing for the loyalty of all the 
other jihadi organizations. 
There’s not really much 
difference between them 
ideologically or practically, 
but the franchise wars will 
continue. I hope that helps.

Struggling Canadians are susceptible to poor credit choices. Payday 
loans and “fast cash” loans are an increasing problem, particularly 
for seniors; and student loan repayment remains an issue, 
especially for women. Debtors aged 60 and older carry the most 
debt of all age groups, with unsecured debt of over $69,000, and 
almost half of that debt is credit card debt. Moreover, seniors had 
the highest payday loan debt ($3,693) of all age groups.

 » NDP public safety critic Randall Garrison takes on blowhard minister Steven Blaney 
for his over-the-top nonsensical support of the anti-Canadian Bill C-51 being railroaded 
through Parliament by the Harper government

“As one whose partner lost one of his best friends in the plane that 
went from Boston into the twin towers, and as one whose own mother 
was on a plane that day and we did not find out for many hours 
whether she was safe, and as one who has worked in international 
human rights where some of my best friends have been killed by 
terrorism, I resent the remarks of the minister saying that because we 
disagree with him, we somehow do not take terrorism seriously.”

 » From the May 9, 2009 edition of The Observer

For the better part of the last six months, clothes have been found 
strewn along Middlebrook Road, Balsam Grove Road and Northfield 
Drive. The articles of clothing appear to be in good, clean condition, 
and some residents have found everything from suits to bras. What 
makes this whodunit most uncanny, however, is the fact that the 
clothes are dropped off in methodical fashion.

Make room for something new! Place your garage sale ad today: 519-669-5790 | ads@woolwichobserver.com 

COMMUNITY

GARAGE SALE
MAY 23rd 2015 • 2 week listing

      (includes 20 words)

• Listing on map
• Rain insurance

(We’ll run it free one more week if it rains)

$12
+ HST

• Just map listing $5
+ HST

HURRY IN! 
Deadline for a map listing is 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13th | 5PM

retirement.
We’re a long way from 

that. And as Nanos surveys 
have tracked, we’re not 
overly confident about get-
ting to a comfortable retire-
ment. About half of us, in 
fact, aren’t even sure CPP 
will be there for us in our 
retirement years, a number 
that’s been increasing since 

KANNON: We can expect 
officials to do the wrong thing
FROM | 11 40 per cent of us felt that 

way just five years ago.
Changing that impres-

sion, and making decisions 
about something that really 
matters to a wide spectrum 
of Canadians, will require 
some long-term thinking 
and decision-making in the 
public interest. Not a likely 
outcome with the current 
crop of short-sighted, self-
serving politicians.
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SPORTS
TRACK / HIGH SCHOOL

EDSS track and field team hits 
the ground running this spring
Poor weather delays training time 
and competitions, but EDSS squad 
looks good at first meet of the season

SCOTT BARBER

GALEA | 16

OPEN
COUNTRY

Dogs and 
babies: 
probably 
not a good 
mix

You probably didn’t 
know this about me, but 
I think two of the great-
est things in the world are 
dogs and babies.  Both al-
ways make me smile. 

So why then am I so un-
comfortable with a news 
story about a dog who pur-
portedly taught a baby to 
crawl? It seems harmless 
enough. In the accompa-
nying video, a very well-
behaved dog crawls in front 
of a baby several times in 
what is apparently an effort 
to teach the concept.  And 
it appears to have worked, 
too. I know I learned a cou-
ple of new techniques.

I have no problem with 
that; it’s quite cute in fact.

What worries me is 
where it goes from here. 
If my own dogs are any 
indication at all, this could 
be really bad for the baby’s 
development. And embar-
rassing for the parents, too.

Let me tell you, the 
chewed up slippers are the 
least of it. 

This should come as no 
surprise to anyone. Dogs, 
especially hunting dogs, 
are not exactly good role 
models for babies. 

Sure, no one can teach 
blind loyalty and devotion 
like a good dog. And yes, a 
baby that could point and 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

Despite inclement 
weather delaying the 
start of outdoor training, 
the Elmira District Second-
ary School track and field 
team put together a strong 
showing at the first meet of 
the season.

Some 40 sprinters, jump-
ers, throwers and runners 
from EDSS took part May 
1 in the Track Wars com-
petition at Jacob Hespeler 
Secondary School in Cam-
bridge. And while up until 
that point the squad had 
been limited to practicing 
only within the school’s 
weight rooms and  gyms, 
they were still able to put 
together an impressive 
outing, coach Lisa Douglas 
said.

“Considering the season 
we have had, they did quite 
well,” she said, noting the 
scheduled first event the 
team was supposed to 
participate in, the Maxi 
Meet #1 on April 23, was 
cancelled due to cold, wet, 
snowy weather. “If we look 
at how they compared to 
other WCSSAA (Waterloo 
County Secondary Schools 
Athletic Association) 
schools, because the track 
wars is big, there are kids 
from Owen Sound, Lon-
don and all over, so when 
we look at how they fared 
against other WCSSAA 
schools, they did a really 
good job.”

Top finishers included: 
Nathanial Mechler, first in 

the senior boys shot put, 
pole vault and 300 metre 
dash; Emily Willms placed 
second in the senior girls 
javelin throw; Owen Read 
finished third in the se-
nior boys 300 metre dash 
and fourth in the 100 me-
tre sprint and Savannah 
Campbell was second in 
the junior girls 100 metre 
race. 

The rest of the team was 
solid too, Douglas said.

“The results were prom-
ising across the board. 
Some of them thought that 
maybe a 12th place finish 
wasn’t very good, but then 
when you look at just the 
WCSSAA schools, you see 
that it would be in the top 
four, which is the key num-
ber in terms of qualifying 
for CWOSSAA.”

Last week, as the mer-
cury headed up the dial 
and the rain mostly stayed 
away, the team got their 
first reps around the track 
and in the jumping pits 
next to the Woolwich Me-
morial Centre. On Thurs-
day, they headed back to 
JHSS for the Maxi Meet #2.

This week the stakes will 
be raised with the WCS-
SAA finals, with top four 
finishers earning a ticket 
to CWOSSAA (Central 
Western Ontario Secondary 
School Athletic Associa-
tion) the following week.

There, the top athletes 
will need to be at the top 
of their game if they hope 

Savannah Campbell placed second in the junior girls’ 100-metre dash and Owen Read earned a third-place finish in the senior boys’ 
300-metre race at the track wars meet May 1 at Jacob Hespeler Secondary School.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]
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D i d  yo u  k n ow ?  Our therapists  
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Forget whatever 
sport you associate with 
springtime because Elmira 
District Secondary School’s 
newest extracurricular ac-
tivity is off to a flying start 
here and across the region. 
It’s ultimate Frisbee, of 
course.

This marks the first year 
EDSS has had a team for 
the sport. And despite not 
being sanctioned by the 
Waterloo County Second-
ary School Athletics As-
sociation yet, it’s already 
being played in exhibition 
games and tournaments by 
nearly every high school in 
the tri-city area.

EDSS teacher and coach 
Erin Thaler says the sport 
is in the process of being 
WCSSAA sanctioned, but 
they need a convener to 
organize the schedule for 
next year.

“I coached at Cam-
eron Heights last year and 
there’s a movement within 
the board trying to build 
it in different schools,” 
Thaler said. “The idea is to 
plant as many teams as we 
can.”

With a team of roughly 

New sport being tossed around quickly at EDSS
Now part of the ranks, Elmira joins growing number of high schools putting together ultimate Frisbee teams

WHITNEY NEILSON 20, EDSS travelled to Cam-
eron Heights Collegiate 
Institute for a game last 
week, where no score was 
kept, but they think El-
mira won.

Next, they 
played a tourna-
ment at Wood-
land Christian 
School in Bre-
slau on Tues-
day.

“At that 
tourna-
ment we’ll 
probably 
keep score 
for inter-
est’s sake, 
but it’s hardly 
the focus,” 
coach and teacher 
Amanda Pileggi 
said.

Thaler said 
there’ll be prob-
ably two or three 
other tourna-
ments and at 
least one game 
a week to finish 
up the season.

The sport be-
gan in the 1960s 
and involves two teams 
of seven (grass ultimate) 
or five (beach ultimate) 

spirit and enjoyment they 
have from interacting with 
each other. It’s just a dif-
ferent atmosphere. It’s not 
as competitive. It’s more 
about team spirit.” 

Thaler explains “spirit of 
the game” is an important 
part of the sport.

Fostering sportsman-
ship, good conduct, treat-
ing others with respect, 
cheering for the other 
team, knowing the rules 
and obeying them are all 
part of the game. There 
are no referees. All of the 
disputes are handled on 
the field. 

“The whole idea of spirit 
of the game really brings in 
a different type of competi-
tion for students who are 
traditionally turned away 
from really intense com-
petition you might see in 
other sports, not that there 
isn’t competition,” Thaler 
said. “It’s just a friendly 
spirit of competition.”

Most teams start practic-
ing after March Break and 
go until the beginning of 

June, before exams start. 
There’s an OFSSAA invita-
tional held in Barrie, which 
a lot of schools attend. But 
because it isn’t WCSSAA 
sanctioned, there are a lot 
of extra costs involved.  
Students have to pay for 
transportation.

“We’ve entered a few 
tournaments within the 
tri-city area that are a little 
bit more accessible to ev-
erybody, without having 
to pay for busing,” Pileggi 
said.

Most of the games and 
tournaments are only 
scheduled a week or two in 
advance because it’s up to 
individual coaches to plan 
it around the availability 
of fields, which are in high 
demand this time of year 
with soccer and rugby in 
full swing.

“It’s definitely a good 
workout,” Pileggi said. 
“And the community of 
ultimate players is incred-
ibly supportive as well. We 
have a national level player 
who’s coming and he’s go-

ing to help coach the team, 
just by running a workshop 
and a small clinic. The 
whole community is like 
that. People who play ulti-
mate a lot just want to help 
grow the sport.”

She adds EDSS has been 
supportive of building the 
team, coordinating with 
other sports to give them 
gym time. A lot of the stu-
dents had played ultimate 
before, whether in youth 
group or gym class. A few 
members of the team had 
never really thrown a disc 
before, but they picked it 
up pretty quick, she said.

“There’s a lot of smiling, 
everybody’s always laugh-
ing. That’s what we love 
about it,” Pileggi said.

Thaler says the goal is to 
always finish the game or 
practice feeling good about 
themselves, the way they 
played, and the way they 
played with their team.

“It’s really neat to watch 
them because they’re con-
stantly coaching each other 
too,” Thaler said. “We will 
do a demonstration and 
it’s just the type of student 
who comes out. It’s part of 
that spirit too that we all 
help each other grow and 
give each other high fives 
when we’ve done some-
thing awesome.”

Pileggi played ultimate 
for the first time last fall 
and says it was easy to get 
excited about and enjoy, 
which she’s hoping will be 
the case for more students 
as they grow the sport.

“It’s a great sport to get 
involved in if you’ve never 
played before,” Pileggi said. 
“We hope to build it at our 
school and continue to pull 
in those kids that other-
wise wouldn’t have a spring 
sport.”

throwing a disc and 
running after it to 

score points by pass-
ing the end zone. 
You can’t walk once 

you have the Frisbee, 
but must throw it to a 

teammate. It’s fast paced 
and, unlike most sports 

these days, co-ed.
“We see a lot of 

kids coming out that 
don’t normally come out 
for other sports,” Pileggi 
said. “There’s a lot of team 

U16 GIRLS GOLDEN AT GUELPH TOURNEY

The Woolwich Wolfpack U16 girls defeated the Burlington Bayhawks at the Guelph First on the Turf Tournament on May 3 to take gold. Front 
row: Kaitlyn Wilson, Leah Bauman, Mikayla Weber, Megan Chapman, Dana Schaffner, Jaimee MacDonald. Second row: Tracey MacDonald, 
Julia DiCastri, Steph Richtaritsch, Maddy Kim, Amy Lacey, Amanda Washington, Fallon Rathbone, Jordan Lushnof, Jess Stewart. Back: Steve 
Chapman, Harold Kim. Missing: Maddie MacLean, Fiona McGee. [SUBMITTED]

The EDSS Ultimate Frisbee team is off to a flying start this year as they hope the sport will be WCSSAA sanctioned by next 
year. [SUBMITTED]
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2615 Victoria St. N BRESLAU
519-648-2608  |  www.belgian-nursery.com

Our Greenhouses
                  are full ofa Flower World Annuals

SHADE ANNUALS

SUCCLENTS

thePOT SHOP

in
the PERENNIAL CENTRE

SHADE PERENNIALS SUN PERENNIALS

in Greenhouses
#8 to 11

in Greenhouses
#12 to 19SUN ANNUALS

Beautiful &
Colourful!Belgian Nursery Grows                                       Hanging Baskets!OVER 5000

in the CACTUS HOUSE

1000’s of POTS!

• Great Selection to choose from!

• BACOPA #11 Right
• FIBROUS BEGONIAS #8R, 9L
• BEGONIAS - 5 Types #10 Left
• BROWALLIA #9 Left

• HOSTAS on Benches #32 to 42
• HEUCHERA (Coral Bells) Bench #32
• ASTILBE #31           • FERNS #30

• DAY LILIES
Over 20 Varieties
on Benches 
#4 & 5

• IRIS on Bench #6
• PEONIES Bench #14
• Hardy Grasses #12 & 13

and more… and more…

• and more…• and more…

• GERANIUMS #15
• MARIGOLDS #17R
• PETUNIAS (Regular/Box of 4) #16R
• PETUNIAS Mini Trailing (4” pot) #13L
• SWEET POTATO VINE #12L
• SPIKES #13R

• TOMATOES #18 & 19
• PEPPERS #18 & 19
• OTHER VEGGIES
#18 & 19

VEGETABLES• COLEUS KONG #9 Right
• COLEUS (box of 4) #9 Left
• COLEUS HYBRID #11 R
• TORENIA - Trailing #11 R

BUY LOCAL!  BUY from the GROWER

• NEW GUINEA IMPATIENS #10 Right, 11 Left

Victoria Day Monday: 8am to 5pm
Hours: Mon to Fri 8-8, Sat 8-6, Sun 10-5

SHOP EARLY!

Independent Living Rental Suites 
in the heart of the village
• Large suites with a variety of unique village views
• kitchens equipped with four stainless steel appliances, quartz 

countertops and in-suite laundry
• Individual heat & air conditioning controls
• Billiard lounge, fitness centre, theatre, and multi-activity space
• Each suite has a basement storage unit & outdoor parking space
• Numerous amenities & attractions for tenants

Community Open House & Guided Tours
Wednesday May 13th from 7-9 p.m.
Saturday May 16th from 1-4 p.m.

12 Albert St. E. | St. Jacobs, ON | 519.664.1919

stjacobshomelofts.ca
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315 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5403

$999

SELECTED 10”
HANGING 
BASKETS

BEDDING
PLANTS

Flat of 48 for $12.99

$1499

12”
HANGING
BASKETS

1 GALLON
PERENNIALS

VEGETABLE 
PLANTS

/4 Pack

$699

10”
BOSTON
FERNS

Doug & Mary Lou Pagett
Proud Owners & Operators

Custom
Planters

Available 
On

Request.

$119

Flat of 48 for $12.99
/4 Pack

$119 $1499

retrieve birds is one that 
would make any father 
proud, especially if the 
baby is soft-mouthed on 
the birds.

But there is a price to 
pay. 

For one thing, the visits 
to the park and the daily 
walks might not be all that 
enjoyable. Changing 
diapers is bad enough but 
pooping and scooping after 
a baby that has just started 
on solid foods? Sorry, that’s 
not my idea of a good time.

Is that a fair price to pay 
for a baby who could also 
run rabbits? Of course not. 
If the kid was able to trail 
deer or tree bears? Maybe. 

The point is we are not 
meant to learn much from 
our hunting dogs. That’s 
why we carry the leash and 
they wear the electric col-
lar. 

Dogs, after all, have 
limited intelligence. They 
eat, sleep, go for walks, lay 
around the house and greet 
us when we come home 
exhausted from work with 
a new bag of expensive 
dog food. They take us 
for walks and watch as we 
pick up the ‘packages’ they 
leave behind.

OK, maybe they are not 
as stupid as I thought. But 

they do have bad habits 
you certainly don’t want 
your baby to pick up on.

It would be bad enough 
to have your baby bark at 
everyone who comes to the 
door. But how do you ex-
plain to the child psycholo-
gist why your little darling 
can’t help treeing squirrels 
or chasing cats and cars? 
Or rolling in putrid messes, 
biting the mail man or 
sniffing other kids’ butts 
every time they meet for a 
play day? 

Then there is the issue 
of trying to get your child 
to keep his or her head in-
side the window on every 
car ride. And do you really 
want your child to think 
it’s ok to hump someone’s 
leg or round up sheep on 
neighbouring farms? I 
didn’t think so.

Dogs are easily condi-
tioned and far less complex 
than humans. That’s why 
Pavlov was able to make 
them salivate every time 
he rang a bell, which, if you 
think about it, is the worst 
trick ever.

On the plus side, I sup-
pose if the dog was a good 
teacher your kid would 
eventually grow to be the 
leader of the pack.  And 
playing  Frisbee would be 
fun, too …

GALEA: You don’t want your 
kids acting like your dogs
FROM | 13

TRACK: Team members setting 
their sights on CWOSSAA
FROM | 13

to qualify for the OFSSAA 
West meet, which goes May 
26.

Finally, a top spot there 
will land the best of the 
best a chance to compete 
against the cream of the 
crop at the OFSSAA overall 
championships June 4-6 
at the Varsity Centre in 
Toronto.

And with a number of 
elite athletes with experi-
ence at the club level out-

side of school on the team 
this year, EDSS should be 
represented well this season.

“Normally about half of 
our WCSSAA kids qualify 
for CWOSSAA and about 
half move on to region-
als,” Douglas said. “Then 
OFSSAA is a lot tougher 
because there are athletes 
from all across the prov-
ince. We have about 40 stu-
dents on the team this year, 
so I would say if we have 20 
or so make it to CWOSSAA 
that would be a good year.”

EDSS LADY LANCERS CLINCH RUGBY PLAYOFF SPOT

The EDSS girls’ rugby team demolished Glenview Park Secondary School 60-0 on May 4 on home turf to clinch a playoff spot. They sit second in their pool of seven teams with four wins and two losses. Points for Elmira were scored by: Brianna Stevanus (10), Maddie MacLean (5), Tiffany 
Weber (5), Cora Kieswetter (5), Mackenzie Martin (5), Mackenzie Martin (15), Carly Borutzkie (5), Joanna Bannon (5), Ella Hodson (4), and Jill Martin (2). [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

*Some site conditions may incur extra cost. Minimum 3 Yards for sale price to be in effect. Amounts over 8 
yards receive an additional discount. HST extra on all prices listed. Prices subject to change without notice. 
Sale is valid for a limited time only.

Installed & Delivered*

½Price
Delivery
Elmira & surrounding 

area only

Our Regular Price 
$169/Yard.

Compare our 
price to others 

who deliver only 
in a bag for $145.

95 Southfield Dr., Elmira

• Black Beauty
• Mocha Brown
• Red Devil

• Rustic (+ $10/yard)

• Canada Red
• 4 Seasons

• Cedar
• Pine-O-Noir
Bulk Mulch

Starting at: $40/Yard
plus delivery
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTSDEVELOPMENT / A DIFFERENT VIEW

A new dimension to village core

Canadians are split on 
whether supply manage-
ment – that is, the practice 
of erecting tariffs at our 
borders against foreign 
dairy, egg and poultry 
products – is good for our 
nation. 

Some say it protects 
farmers of those commodi-
ties, people in the very 
townships and counties we 
live in, and helps them pro-
vide quality products, by 
keeping out cheap imports. 

Others say it drives up 
prices, because there’s less 
competition.

But hopefully even the 
naysayers agree that no one 
wants another country tell-
ing us what we can do in-
side our own borders, even 
if that other country is our 
biggest trading partner.

That, however, is what’s 
going on right now. 

Late last week the U.S. 
said Canada won’t be invit-
ed to be part of the highly 
coveted Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) unless it 
loosens up its borders. 

That means Canadian 
tariffs against foreign poul-
try, eggs and dairy must go, 
and go fast: according to 
the U.S., the TPP is close to 
being finalized. 

U.S. threats 
signal need 
for action 
on supply 
management

ROBERTS | 19

St. Jacobs Home Lofts welcomes first tenants to building that reshapes the old Good’s Garage site

THE LOFTS | 19

Henry Hildebrand stands in one of the 10 suites which are still available for rent at St. Jacobs Home Lofts. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

St. Jacobs’ newest 
housing development 
might surprise you with its 
variety of suites and ame-
nities, including a theatre 
room, and fitness centre, 
but the most surprising of 
all is there are still 10 units 
left to be rented.

St. Jacobs Home Lofts, 
on the corner of King 
Street and Albert Street 
welcomed its first tenants 
in March, about a year and 
a half after beginning con-
struction, and nearly two 
decades of the site sitting 
vacant.

The 28-unit building fills 
the second and third floors, 
with the new Home Hard-
ware store on the first floor, 
which moved from across 
the street.

Henry Hildebrand, own-
er of the independent and 
assisted living residence St. 
Jacobs Place, says opening 
the lofts is part of a larger 
idea to allow seniors to 
live in environments that 
best suit them through the 
years.

“You can move from your 
own property into Country 
Meadows which is an own-
ership piece,” Hildebrand 
said. “Then when you no 
longer want ownership you 
can move to Valley View 
Manor or this place which 
is independent living, but 
kind of focused at seniors. 
The next step after that 
is some kind of assisted 
living, which is what St. 
Jacobs Place offers. And 
then the full care across the 
river at Heritage Place. You 
can essentially age within a 
four-block area but yet live 
with the kind of folks who 

are similar to yourself.”
He’s quick to note the 

building isn’t exclusive to 
seniors. One tenant is in 
his twenties and others in 
their thirties have recently 
made enquiries. He says 
the building offers another 
option for seniors who 
don’t need assistance.

“If you look at the large 
seniors’ housing projects 
these days, they try to de-
velop a concept where you 
age in place,” Hildebrand 

said. “You can move in, in 
retirement and then as you 
need more help you can 
move to a different floor. If 
you run into memory is-
sues you move into another 
floor, etcetera. The concept 
is fine except that what we 
found, we did some very 
extensive survey work in 
the area is that those peo-
ple who are still relatively 
healthy prefer to be more 
with their own rather than 
those that already need 

some care.”
Tenants at the lofts are 

automatically put on the 
waiting list for St. Jacobs 
Place, whether they choose 
to move there in a year or 
10 – a bonus that can be 
enticing given how difficult 
it can be to get a spot in a 
nursing home.

Other perqs include the 
proximity to the St. Jacobs 
fire station in case of an 
emergency and the nearby 
bus stop for those who 

no longer wish to drive. 
There’s also a full kitchen 
and dining or crafts room 
for tenants to use for fam-
ily gatherings and the like. 
Each unit comes with a 
parking spot and a storage 
unit in the basement. They 
also have access to a doctor 
at St. Jacobs Place and can 
partake in activities there.

“For the majority of the 
people who’ve moved in, if 
we asked them why would 
you live here, they’ve told 
us number one, we don’t 
want to be in a high-traffic 
area, we don’t want a lot 
of noise, we want peaceful 
nights which happens fre-
quently here,” Hildebrand 
said. “It has old village 
charm, in that you still 
see the horse and buggies. 
It’s the fact that it’s safe 
itself, the village is safe, the 
building is secured.”

The property has been in 
the Good family for three 
generations. Originally it 
was Good’s Garage, which 
developed a relationship 
with Home Hardware 
across the street. The ga-
rage has since been relocat-
ed and is now run by Mike 
Good. Jacob Good opened 
the garage and then passed 
it on to his son Murray, 
who ran it for 50 years be-
fore handing it off to Mike. 
Mike’s been at the helm for 
15 years.

“Mike was committed 
to repurposing the prop-
erty because we wanted to 
breathe additional life into 
the village, into the core,” 
Hildebrand said. “The mar-
ket gets a lot of attention, 
but the downtown some-
times is more overflow 
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The building covers two floors and has numerous amenities for singles, couples, and families.
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$13995
MSRP $179.95

* Without fuel, cutting tool and defl ector.

Displacement 27.2 cc
Power Output 0.65 kW
Weight 4.1 kg (9.0 lb)*

Powerful, Durable Trimmer, 
Ideal For Lawn Edging.

$19995
MSRP $279.95
with 16” bar

Displacement 30.1 cc
Power Output 1.3 kW
Weight† 3.9 kg (8.6 lb)

$17995
MSRP $219.95

Displacement 27.2 cc
Power Output 0.7 kW
Weight** 4.1 kg (9.0 lb)

** Without fuel.

STIHLCanada Feature prices are in effect until June 30, 2015 for chain saws and July 31, 2015 for all power tools at participating STIHL Dealers.

† Powerhead only.

The ultimate premixed fuel!
STHIL MotoMix®

FS 38 Gas Trimmer

Limited Time Only

MS 170 Gas Chain SawBG 55 Handheld Gas Blower

4790 Herrgott Rd.,
Wallenstein

519-669-2192
www.efsaudersales.ca

275 Church St. W.,
Elmira

519-669-5453
www.premierequipment.ca

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira

519-669-2884
martinselmira.com
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Catherine Novelli, the 
U.S. undersecretary of 
state, said Ottawa must 
make tough decisions 
about supply management 
and access. She claimed 
others – such as her coun-
try – have already become 
more liberal in their ap-
proaches to open trade, to 
help grease the TPP wheel. 

So what about Canada, 
she asked?

Federal political party 
leaders have said they 
support supply manage-
ment, calling it a part of 

our heritage and our right 
to do whatever we want 
within our own borders. 
But do they have the will 
to keep standing behind 
it, if it means being shut 
out of the TPP and being 
called out by some of the 
members of the very sector 
they’re trying to protect? 
Indeed, there are some 
Canadian agricultural com-
modity groups that would 
be happy to see supply 
management gone. 

For their part, Ontario 
and Quebec, home to some 
of the strongest support 

in the country for supply 
management, aren’t back-
ing down. These long-time 
rivals and competitors have 
shown increasing signs 
of unity over the years, 
realizing they’re stronger 
together than when they’re 
apart, fighting.  

And with the U.S. at-
tempting to sway Ottawa’s 
thinking about supply 
management, Ontario 
announced Monday that 
Québec Premier Philippe 
Couillard had accepted an 
invitation to address the 
Ontario Legislative As-

sembly, which he’ll do next 
week.

Coincidental? Maybe. 
Ontario didn’t say this 
coming together was about 
agriculture; rather, it was 
referred to as “a significant 
opportunity to deepen the 
relationship between the 
two provinces.” Ontario 
also noted how rare this is: 
the last Canadian premier 
to address the province’s 
Legislative Assembly was 
Jean Lesage, former pre-
mier of Québec, more than 
50 years ago. 

In advance of Couillard’s 

visit, Ontario also took the 
opportunity to remind ev-
eryone that it and Québec 
account for more than 55 
per cent of the country’s 
total GDP. Together, they 
constitute the largest eco-
nomic region in Canada. 

And if anyone is going to 
fiddle with the economies 
of their provinces – which 
would be the upshot of Ot-
tawa softening its stance 
on supply management 
– they’ll have to deal with 
the two most powerful 
premiers in the country, 
let alone the dairy, poultry 

and egg sector.
Think it’s time for a fed-

eral – provincial summit on 
supply management? I do. 
With this threat from the 
U.S. dangling over Canada’s 
head, Ottawa needs to 
come up with a solution 
likely to get the country 
into the TPP, while not 
turning some of our major 
commodities upside down.  

With a federal election in 
sight, the timing of such a 
summit would be ideal for 
the government to take a 
leadership position in agri-
culture.

ROBERTS: U.S. dangling yet another free trade deal to pressure Canada to gut supply management
FROM | 17

SAFETYBike
WHETHER YOU’RE A RECREATIONAL BICYCLIST, GETTING READY TO 

COMMUTE BY BIKE, OR A KID JUST LEARNING HOW, BEING SAFE IS SMART!

Customer Satisfaction...Our Goal.

 4751 Herrgott Road, Wallenstein • 519-669-2091

BICYCLE, TRICYCLE, SALES AND REPAIRS
CLOSED Sun. & Mon. OPEN Tues. 1-6pm, Wed.-Fri. 8-6pm, Sat 8-12pm

AFTER HOURS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

18 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties
Turkeys - Ducks - Geese

Ready-to-lay-pullets

PO Box 130, Elmira • 519-669-5171

Toll Free (In Canada 1-888-569-8843) • Fax: 1-519-669-5982
Web: www.martinmills.com   

“Proud to be part of the community.”

98 King St. N., Waterloo • 519-886-4340

 M Phail’sc

www.mcphailscycle.com

Cycle & Sports Inc.

Come in for a tune-up and 
all your bike safety needs.

bike ready
for summer!

Get your

Get your bike ready 
for the season
Spring has finally arrived! Use this checklist 
to make sure that your bike is ready to ride.

 Are the brakes adjusted properly, with brake pads 
and cables in good condition?

 Is the chain clean and oiled? (On ten-speeds, a chain 
that sags means the rear derailleur needs repair.)

 Do all the gears work well

 Are all bolts tight?

 Are the wheels centered and secure?

 Are the tires in good condition with the right amount 
of air pressure?

 Do you have an emergency tool kit? Be prepared in 
case a tire goes flat or a screw comes loose.

If anything is broken, fix it.

than anything.”
There are about eight dif-

ferent unit configurations, 
some with balconies and 
some without. All the units 
have five stainless steel ap-
pliances and quartz coun-
tertops. They run from 
$1,200 to $2,500 a month. 
The different sizes are one 
bedroom, one bedroom 
plus den, two bedrooms, 
and two bedroom plus den.

“The majority that are left 
are one bedroom plus den 
and two bedroom, which 
is primarily in the range 
of $1,800 to $2,200 per 
month,” Hildebrand said.

Leases are for one year 
and after that it’s 60 days. 
He says they don’t expect 
a lot of turnover. Most of 
the tenants are from the 
area or have a connection 
to the region. They held 
their first tenants’ meeting 
last month and it turns out 

about half of them already 
know each other. It’s likely 
a lack of housing facilities 
like this one in the area will 
help fill up the remaining 
units.

“There are just some 
people who would rather 
live in the country than live 
in the city, but yet you’re 
still pretty close,” Hildeb-
rand said. “As a result what 
we’ve tried to do is make it 
open to whatever kind of 
people want to live here.

THE LOFTS: New mixed-use project helps bring people into the downtown
FROM | 17

Some unique aspects of the property include charming views of the downtown and a home 
theatre room.  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / MUSICAL THEATRE

Mandela’s story put to music
Breslau PS students stage an educational production, scripted in-house, telling the story of Nelson Mandela

SCOTT BARBER

In a convergence of 
music, history, drama and 
social studies, students 
at Breslau Public School 
are learning about one of 
the 20th century’s most 
iconic inspirational figures 
through a unique and inter-
active approach.

The debut performance 
of Mandela: The Musical 
will take place on Wednes-
day afternoon, with a group 
of talented students in 
Grades 5 through 8 singing 
and acting out the story of 
Nelson Mandela’s struggle 
against apartheid in South 
Africa. The now-legendary 
freedom fighter-turned 
prisoner-turned president 
died in 2013 at the age of 95.

Busy memorizing their 
lines, perfecting their 
pitch and finding the right 
costumes over the last six 
weeks, the group will hold 
a dress rehearsal on May 12 
before the official show for 
families on May 13 at noon. 

Written by Breslau Pub-
lic School music and arts 
teacher Ann Green, the 
production covers a lot of 
ground, as well as some 
major social and political 
issues.

“The musical begins in 

the early days of the Af-
rican National Congress 
(A.N.C.) when Mandela is 
juggling his responsibili-
ties with the organization 
and his career as a lawyer,” 
Green explained.  “As 
apartheid, the system of 
separating people based 
on race, gains a foothold 
in South Africa, we see the 
reactions of the Africans, 
black South Africans,  and 
Afrikaners, white South 
Africans, descended from 

predominantly Dutch set-
tlers. Because Mandela and 
his friends at the A.N.C. 
continue to criticize the 
government about black 
domination, they are forced 
to go underground and are 
eventually captured and 
put in jail. When Mandela 
is released 27 years later, he 
leads the country through 
volatile times, resulting in 
the dismantling of apart-
heid and the first demo-
cratic election where Man-

dela is elected as president. 
It is a story of perseverance, 
determination, social 
justice, hope, and forgive-
ness.”

With racial conflicts still 
prevalent across the world 
– see ongoing protests and 
riots from Baltimore to Fer-
guson in the United States 
– and, yes, here in Canada 
as well, the symbolism of 
Mandela remains very rel-
evant, Green added.  

“I hope they know the 

story. I think it’s impor-
tant that we all know the 
story because it was such 
a hopeless situation for so 
many years and the fact 
that things could be done 
to make change is such an 
important lesson. ... It’s a 
real-world experience for 
our students and we have 
been doing things in class 
that are related to it.”

While it’s a heavy topic 
for young kids to tackle, 
Green believes musical 

Grades 5-8 students at Breslau Public School will perform Mandela: The Musical, the story of Nelson Mandela’s fight against South Africa’s apartheid on May 13 at noon.  [SCOTT BARBER / THE OBSERVER]

theatre makes the subject 
more accessible than, say, a 
thick textbook.

“I hope they have a fun 
experience with the drama 
and the music as well,” she 
said. “It’s great for confi-
dence and there’s also a 
team spirit aspect to being 
involved. This is a group of 
kids from Grade 5-8 so they 
wouldn’t necessarily have 
an opportunity to build 
relationships with one an-
other, so that is neat.”

THE OBSERVER PRESENTS

EVERY SUNDAY NIGHT ALL SUMMER LONG!

Gore Park, Elmira

Sunday Night
2015

FREE

CONCERT SERIES

7-9PM FREE
BRING YOUR OWN LAWN CHAIRS

SUN MAY 31

Steve Pittico &
South Mountain

SUN JUNE 7

Commercial
Bluegrass Band

SUN JUNE 14

Moonshiners’
Daughter

SUN JUNE 21

The Two Plus Who
Bob Trembley & Lynn Russwurm

SUN JUNE 28

Southbound
SUN JULY 5

Rural Appetite
SUN JULY 12

Grass Tax
SUN JULY 19

Earl Fries & the
Chaparrals

SUN JULY 26

Ridin’ High
SUN AUG 2

Peace River Band
SUN AUG 9

Burie Family
SUN AUG 16

Gerald Davidson & the
Country Versatiles

SUN AUG 23

Doug Dietrich
& Sunrise

SUN AUG 30

Dickie Dugal
& U-Turn

PRESENTED BY:
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
THURSDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Saturday publication is Wednesday by 5 p.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

100% LOCAL

CONTINUED 
ON PG. 27

HELP WANTED

AUCTION

See the web: www.graysauction.ca  
for the complete list.

AUCTIONEERS: 
GRAY’S AUCTION SERVICE INC., HARRISTON

BARRY  |  (519) 338-3722  |  LICENSED & BONDED

AUCTION SALE 
OF APPLIANCES & HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 
FOR OLIVE METCALFE OF HARRISTON, 

PLUS 12 GUNS
AT GRAY’S AUCTION & 
 LIQUIDATION CENTRE,  

5737 Hwy 23, 1 MI.W. OF HARRISTON

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015, AT 5:30 P.M.

HELP WANTED

MATERIAL HANDLER / 
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT

Bauman Manufacturing is an original equipment 
manufacturer located in Elmira.  We are 
currently looking for an individual to join our 
production team.  The successful applicant will 
be required to:

• Be self-motivated and complete work in 
the allotted time.

• Work with teammates to keep 
production moving.

• Work with a forklift and overhead crane.

• Load and unload trucks both inside and 
out.

• Be mechanically inclined and assist 
where needed in the plant.

• Have a positive attitude.

Experience in a manufacturing environment as 
well as forklift, crane and MIG welding 
experience would be an asset.        

Our company offers competitive wages, steady 
hours, an excellent benefit package and a great 
work environment. If you are a self-motivated 
team player please submit your resume to:

Bauman Manufacturing Ltd.
3 Industrial Drive
Elmira, Ontario
N3B2S1
sales@baumanmfg.com

h
r@

h
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w
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e.

ca

Our St. Jacobs Distribution Centre currently has the  
following opportunity...

Temporary  
Material Handlers

Term Position - May 2015 to October 2015
Night Shift 11p.m. to 7a.m. Sunday to Friday

Responsible to the Shift Foreman for helping to maintain service levels 
to Home Hardware Dealers, you will contribute to the smooth flow 
of merchandise through the Distribution Centre by picking, packing, 
shipping, and receiving. You will also operate material handling 
equipment, comply with all health and safety regulations, and  
perform other duties as assigned by the Supervisor.

Able to perform strenuous physical activities including: walking, 
standing, bending, and lifting, you demonstrate high-quality accuracy 
and attention to detail, and have excellent reading, writing, and number 
skills. A reliable team player with a great attitude, you are willing to be 
trained on powered lift equipment. Good attendance and punctuality 
are important. A high school diploma or equivalent is preferred.

We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions. If you 
are interested in becoming part of Home Hardware, please forward 
your resume, by Friday, May 22, 2015 quoting Temp Material Handler 

(#967) to: Beth White, Recruitment, Human 
Resources, Home Hardware Stores Limited,  
34 Henry St. W., St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0  
E-mail: hr@homehardware.ca.

Looking for AZ Drivers and Owner 
Operators to run Canada and USA
Company Drivers:

• Competitive wage package
• Full company paid benefit package 
• Company supplied cell phone
• Home most weekends 

Owner Operators:
• Compensated by Percentage (bi-weekly)

• Competitive Insurance rates
• Fuel Cards Supplied
• Company filed fuel tax
• Home most weekends 

If you have a clean CVOR abstract, and 
are interested in joining a winning team 
please send your resume to:
rick@floydgibbonstrucking.ca

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: ELMIRA 
based furniture finishing 
company now hiring for 
mature full time general 
labourer position. Hours 
are Monday - Thursday 6 
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Fax resume 
to 519-669-8820 or call 
519-669-3143 or email sff.
elmira@gmail.com

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

FOR SALE

2 SUZUKI BERGMAN Execu-
tives. Metallic silver, 650’s, 
one with three wheel kit. 
Owners retiring. Call 519-
669-2669.

FOR SALE 

JOHN DEERE 140 & 316 (less 
than 500 hours use) riding 
lawnmowers for sale. Both 
in very good condition. Call 
519-669-4561. 

COMPOST FOR SALE. For-
merly operated by Cleason 
Martin. New for 2015 screened 
compost available. Pick up at 
7472 Fourth Line, 3 miles west 
of Floradale. For best service 
call ahead. Eli & Verna Bru-
bacher. 519-669-2186.

GREENHOUSE PLANTS AT 
7279 Fourth Line, Mapleton. 
Call 519-669-2043. Come see 
our big selection. Hanging & 
bedding plants, impatiens, 
petunias, wax begonias, 
vegetables etc.

GREENHOUSE PLANTS. 
HANGING baskets, planters 
and bedding plants. 1925 
Northfield Dr. E, RR2, Elmira.

JEUNIQUE BRAS - wide 
range of sizes and styles in 
stock at Sensational You, 181 
St. Andrew St. E., Fergus. 
519-766-8818.

LARGE COMPUTER DESK 
with hutch. 60”wide, cherry 
finish, 2 drawers (1 locking 
filing drawer). $300. Call 
519-664-9999.

OAK DINING ROOM Set 
including table with 2 leaves, 
6 chairs, china cabinet. $750. 
Call 519-648-3358.

ROLL-A-WAY BED/COT FOR 
sale. Seldom used. Foam 
mattress. Also 2 old steamer 
trunks. Call 519-669-3244.

PETS

ARE YOU LOOKING for help 
with your dog or want 
something fun to do with 
them? Recall workshop May 
20, Scent detection May 21, 
Group classes May 24. Rec 
agility starting soon. Play 
groups run weekly. More 
classes being scheduled 
check our website for more 
info www.pawsitivecanine-
connection.com and like us 
on Facebook.

RENTALS

BLUE MOUNTAIN STUDIO/
CONDO for rent. Sleeps 4, 
pool, hot tub, tennis court, 
cable TV, close to beach and 
village. 226-750-6265.

RENTALS

ENJOY LAKE HURON with 
your family this summer at 
our water-view cottage on 5 
acres of trees. Now booking 
for the summer. Just before 
Pike Bay, 25 min north of 
Sauble Beach. Details at 
www.rentmycottage.snap-
pages.com

LAKE HURON COTTAGE for 
rent. Located a 1 minute 
walk from sandy Lurgan 
Beach. Right next to Pine 
River Boat Launch (10 min 
drive south of Kincardine). 
First year available for rent 
and recently renovated. 3 
bedrooms plus bunkie, win-
terized, secluded property. 
$1250/week during peak 
season. Call 519-635-1727 or 
519-503-0375.

GARAGE 
SALES

GARAGE SALE - Fri. May 15 
noon - 6 p.m., Sat. May 16 
7 a.m. - 2 p.m. Aluminum 
railing, lots of bikes, base-
balls, golf balls, golf cart 
& bags, extension ladder, 
porch chairs & table, 2 dehu-
midifiers, truck roll bars and 
more!

GARAGE SALE - May 15 & 16, 8 
a.m. until dark. 3678 Manser 
Rd., Linwood. Something for 
everybody.

GARAGE SALE STARTING May 
13th to end of June at 7279 
Fourth Line, Mapleton at 
Mervin & Louisa Gingrich. 
9 a.m. 5 p.m., no Sunday 
sales. Downsizing - dishes, 
fabric, children’s clothes, 
new dresses and slips, 
fridge, 24” stove, older 
dryer, doors and windows, 
519-669-2043.

GARAGE 
SALES

HEIDELBERG’S ANNUAL 
TOWN Wide Garage Sale. 
Sat. May 9, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Treasures for everyone, 
Great Deals. Rain or shine. 
Email: parksandrec.heidel-
berg@gmail.com

MASSIVE MOVING SALE! Sat. 
May 9, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m., 30 
Cedar Waxwing Dr. Elmira. 
New & used, small and large 
items available.

SATURDAY, MAY 9, 7 a.m. 
- 2 p.m. 362 Arthur St. S., 
Elmira. Household items 
large and small, sports 
and fishing equipment and 
more!

COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE 
day is Saturday May 23rd. 
Maximize your sales with 
a coordinated effort to 
attract buyers to the area! 
Call the Observer to have 
your address included on 
the map ($5) or take a 
full 2-week listing for just 
$12. This is the day Garage 
Salers look forward to. List 
it then sell it! Happy bargain 
hunting!

STORAGE

NEW, UN-INSULATED 
LOCKED storage shed. 10 
ft overhead doors. 2 areas 
14X32, $250 per month. 
25x32 $450 per month. Ideal 
for contractors to store sup-
plies. Long driveway, owner 
lives on site. 5 minutes from 
St. Jacobs. 519-664-0024.

Schelter Office Plus is a growing Family owned Office 
Products supplier serving Waterloo-Wellington Region.

Apply in person with resume to:
ELMIRA LOCATION 

10 Church Street West

“HERE WE GROW AGAIN!”

Come lead our team in beautiful uptown Elmira. 
Our established office products and technology, print/
copy centre and stationery store needs your experience 
and energy. As Sales leader you are responsible for leading 
our sales effort by providing exceptional customer service, 
merchandising of our products and cheerleading our team 
of co-workers. You are a self starter with a high degree 
of ownership. You are detailed oriented and you are as 
comfortable working with people as you are problem 
solving an administrative challenge. You have working 
experience with standard Mircrosoft Office software 
and are comfortable working with computers and other 
technology devices. You love multi tasking, solving 
problems on the fly and being physically active. Previous 
work experience in the retail or hospitality industry in a 
supervisory position would be a benefit. 

The position is a full time flex position with the vast 
majority of shifts occuring Monday thru Friday days.
Salary and benefits to be discussed during interview and 
commenserate with experience.

Only successful candidates will be contacted for an 
interview. Please drop your resume off in person or 

send in by email. Please – no phone calls.

RETAIL MANAGER 
SALES LEADER

HELP WANTED
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BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

REDMOND
AUCTION
SERVICES

Shawn Redmond
AUCTIONEER

shawntredmond@gmail.com

519-503-0601
Elmira, ON

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !

Ltd.

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Barn Renovations
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Short Walls

Decorative/Stamped and coloured concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

www.fergusfireplace.com

 WOOD   GAS   PELLET
CONESTOGO 

1871 Sawmill Road

519-664-3800 
877-664-3802

FERGUS 
180 St. Andrew St. W.

519-843-4845 
888-871-4592

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-W: 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT, 8-6, SUN 12-5

BIKE SALES & REPAIRS
PROFESSIONAL BIKE MECHANIC ON STAFF

Buy your bike from us 
and get a FREE annual 
inspection!

$20
PARTS EXTRA

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

Wet Basement?

•  Free Estimate
• Flexible Resin Injection
• Professional Service

Foundation Leaks 
Fixed Permanently

We Build our Reputation 
on your Foundation 

• Interior and Exterior  
Drainage Systems 

• Sump Pump Installation

(519) 746 6611 
1 866 449 2228

 visit us at: thecrackspecialists.com

A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.

Call someone you 
can trust.

Call Cindy.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira
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PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104

www.groprolawncare.com
519-669-1278
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Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

A DONATION will be made with every 
home bought or sold by Alli, Paul or Sue.

MAKE YOUR NEXT HOME YOUR DREAM HOME!

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Thinking About Selling?
Call today and book a 

FREE HOME EVALUATION.

Kitchener - This 3 unit building has been fully updated top 
to bottom. With a 2 bedroom unit, and two 1 bedroom units, 
common laundry facilities, separate hydro meters, controlled 
entry, and ample parking.MLS 1522077.

$474,900$474,900
WELL KEPT TRIPLEX

Elmira - What more could you want? In ground pool, 
Bungalow, Large lot, Beautiful view, Double car garage, 
Master ensuite & walk in closet, Main floor laundry.  This 
home is a must see! MLS 1512120.

$449,900$449,900
QUIET CRESCENT

Elmira - You'll be impressed with this upgraded open concept 
Verdone home. With a gourmet kitchen open to the dinette, 
and family room with a gas fireplace. Walk out into the private 
back yard, backing on green space and enjoy the 4 year old salt 
water heated pool. This home also has a kitchenette in the 
finished basement with a living area, 3 piece bath, and bedroom 
with walk in closet. Perfect for an in-law suite. MLS 1517611.

$474,000$474,000
BACKING ON WALKING TRAIL

Elmira - Make yourself at home in this beautiful bungalow. 
The master bedroom boasts 2 closets in the dressing area 
into the ensuite bath. With wet bar, games area, and a 
projector included, this rec room was made for entertaining 
or simply relaxing. MLS 1514312.

$449,900$449,900
OPEN CONCEPT BUNGALOW

Kitchener - Shows AAA! This beautiful open concept home 
features a large foyer, separate dining room, main floor laundry, 
kitchen open to living room, and dinette with a walk out to the 
deck, open stair case leading to an open office area, and master 
bedroom with ensuite incl. his & hers walk in closets. Located 
close to shopping and the University. MLS 1521101.

$464,000$464,000
GREAT LOCATION

Drayton - Eat in kitchen, spacious living room, walk out 
from the master bedroom to the large back deck, this house 
would be a great starter home, or retirement spot. The 
finished basement includes 2 extra bedrooms and a 3 piece 
bathroom. Lots of room in the oversized shed for all of your 
outdoor toys at the back of the property. MLS 1521798.

$253,900$253,900
BUNGALOW ON QUIET STREET

READY FOR YOU
Kitchener - You will be impressed with this open concept 
kitchen with island open to the dinette and living room with a 
walk out to the back patio in the fully fenced yard. Upper 
family room, and all appliances included. MLS 1521964.

$354,900$354,900

Heidelberg - Exceptional Custom Built 5 bedroom home 
boasts a 1500 square foot triple car garage with a drive 
through to the back yard. Situated on a 133 x 165 foot lot 
with a beautiful country view, enjoy relaxing on your back 
deck around the pool. MLS 1517249.

$749,000$749,000
BEAUTIFUL CUSTOM BUILT HOME

Linwood  - Beautifully located in family friendly Village of 
Linwood - Only 15 minutes from Waterloo on a large lot. 
This home is equipped with a sunken living room, family 
room, main floor laundry, and separate dining room! Master 
bedroom with walk in closet and huge luxury ensuite with 
skylight. The dinette has a walkout to the back deck in the 
oversized back yard backing onto greenspace. Don't miss 
this property! MLS 1522429.

COUNTRY SETTING
$469,000$469,000

Elmira - This duplex has a 1 bedroom unit upstairs, and 2 
bedroom unit in the lower levels. This building has been 
well cared for, by both the owner and tenants alike. 
Separate parking for each unit. MLS 1522431 & 1522434.

$299,900$299,900
READY TO INVEST?

Elmira - This beautiful 2604 sq ft custom built 4 bedroom 
home has it all! Family room, living rm, rec rm and games rm, 
main floor laundry, master bdrm with 2 walk in closets, solid 
bamboo floors throughout, master bath with jet tub, back deck 
overlooking the fenced yard backing on green space. All on a 
family friendly street. Immaculate, shows AAA+! MLS 1524225.

$489,900$489,900
LARGE 4 BEDROOM

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Elmira - Enjoy home ownership with low costs. This 
townhome has more space than you would guess! With a 
finished basement, single car garage, large master bedroom 
with a walk in closet, and a walk out to the private back deck 
overlooking a small yard. Close to schools, and downtown, this 
home is suitable for any small family. MLS 1524151.

$245,000$245,000
FIRST HOME? THIS IS IT

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

Hawkesville - This beautifully maintained 3000 sq foot home features the following updates: 
new hickory custom kitchen, all windows & exterior doors, newer roof, furnace & a/c, cement 
pad for rec. vehicle next to driveway. No upgrades required for years! Small town living at it's 
best. Minutes from KW. MLS 1517094.

$524,900$524,900
SPACE FOR GROWING FAMILY

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

SOLD

SOLD

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

OPEN HOUSE Saturday & Sunday 1:00 to 4:00pm
136 Young Street, St. Jacobs

PRIVATE SALE Contact 519-664-3936 

Lovely raised bungalow in the village of St. Jacobs.  3+1 bedrooms, 
3 Bathrooms. Open concept entertaining with a Large Kitchen overlooking a 
huge fenced yard. Spacious great room with hardwood and tile throughout. 
ComFree & MLS#X3179250 for more details. Contact 519-664-3936.

$479,900

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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BROKERAGE

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

www.thurrealestate.com
519-669-2772JULIE

HECKENDORN
Broker

Res: 519.669.8629

TRACEY
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519.505.0627

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

SPRING IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER … WE HAVE BUYERS WAITING! 
CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

FORMER ‘MODEL HOME’ features a large family room 
w/2 sets of garden drs. and gas fireplace. W/O to deck. 
Open concept to kitchen/dining area (faces south). Cherry 
hdwd & ceramics on the main level. Spacious master bdrm 
w/2 dble closets & ensuite bath. Upper level laundry. Un-
spoiled bsmt. Open view from the fenced back yard. MLS.

$429,900

BUNGALOW – well maintained w/many updates – fur-
nace, bathrooms, shingles, cupboards & granite countertop. 
Walkout to 2 tiered deck and private rear yard (fenced). Fin. 
bsmt. w/4th bdrm. and lge. rec. room. Lots of parking – ide-
al for an RV. Short walk to downtown. New MLS.

$319,900

SPOTLESS one owner home shows AA. Large great rm. w/
gas fireplace & hdwd floor. Open concept to maple kitch-
en w/island and walkout to brick patio and fenced yard. 
Large master bdrm. w/walk-thru closets and 4 pc. ensuite 
bath. Upper level family rm. with high ceiling. & hdwd. 
floor. 3 baths. Unspoiled bsmt. A MUST SEE! New MLS.

$429,900

LOCATION! LOCATION! Crescent - close to all schools. Huge 
pie shaped lot (fenced) backs to open field. Hdwd. in bed-
rooms. Updated bathroom s. Kitchen remodeled about 10 yrs. 
ago. Rec. room & 4th bedroom in lower level (lge. windows) 
Tons of storage! Dble. garage. New shingles in 2014. New MLS.

$394,900

4 LEVEL BACKSPLIT offers lots of living space. Well main-
tained. Open concept to lower level family room w/large 
windows, gas fireplace. 3 bdrms. 2 baths. Lots of storage 
space in the lower level. Dble. concrete driveway. MLS.

$375,000
LOCATION! Spacious ‘family home’ nestled in the trees 
and overlooking farmland. Lots of windows Hdwd & ce-
ramics on the main level. Lge. great room w/fireplace . 
Formal D.R. (or main flr. office). 4 baths. Fin rec. room, 
games room. Extra-deep dble. garage. MLS.

$569,900

UNIQUE HOME on the edge of LINWOOD overlooking 
farmland & greenspace. Quality constructed. Open con-
cept ‘Chervin’ kitchen. In floor heating in fin. bsmt. Cov-
ered porch. Master bdrm. possible on either level. MLS.

$639,000

HOBBY FARM - near Alma. 11 acres – park-like grounds. Well maintained, 4 bdrm, 2 bath home w/large kitchen & D.A. 
Liv. room & den. Main floor laundry. Bank barn for cattle and hogs. Detached garage/shed. MLS.

$539,900

BEEF FARM
148 ACRES, just north of Alma. Newer barn (1995) w/room for approx. 325 head of cattle. Concrete den floor – former veal stable. 
TWO dwellings. 3 silos (one sealed) plus bunker silos. TMR mixer. Large machinery shed. Manure storage and liquid tank. Some 
systematic tile drains. MLS REDUCED TO $2,250,000. 

LOOK WHAT’S FOR SALE IN ELMIRA! NEW LISTINGS
Saturday, May 9th | 2-4pm
165 First Street West, Elmira

OPEN 
HOUSE

FIND YOUR DREAM 
HOME IN CANADA’S BEST 
COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

Your referrals are appreciated!

ELMIRA BUNGALOW! Freehold 
town house backing to green space 
offers open concept kitchen, dining 
room & living room, main floor 
laundry, cheater ensuite. Great for 
retirees or first time buyers. MLS. 
$248,500. Call Bert to view.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY! One 
storey building in a great location in 
the down town core area. Great 
store front, natural light, lots of 
parking, air conditioned, storage 
space in basement , two bathrooms. 
Zoning allows numerous businesses. 
MLS. $267,500. Call Bert to View.

NEW LISTING ELMIRA! Located 
in a quiet subdivision 10 minutes from 
Waterloo, this beautiful 3 bedroom, 4 
bathroom home with great curb 
appeal, features hardwood, ceramic, 
soothing decorating, attractive 
landscaping, double garage, fenced 
yard, centre island, two fireplaces 
and finished basement. MLS. NEW 
PRICE $459,900. Call Bert to view.

OPEN HOUSE Saturday May 9th, 2-4pm
12 Burlwood, Elmira

FREE Market Evaluation

SOLD

Thinking of Buying or Selling? Call or email today for a FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION, OPINONS of VALUE!

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

www.thefreyteam.com

OPEN HOUSE • Sunday, May 10th, 2-4 p.m.
$279,900

119 CONESTOGO LAKE 
Great 4 Bedroom Cottage located at 
the Larger area of the Lake. Was 
rebuilt and raised on new piers in 
2012. Pine interior throughout. New 
Deck and septic system. Just the best 
Lakeview and Sunsets. Drilled well on the property shared with the neighbor verbally. This 
is a find. Call Len Frey to view. 519-741-6368 or come to my open house. MLS 1524098.

Contact us by phone

519-669-1544
Or by Fax

519-669-5119
Len Frey

Sales Representative
mildred@thefreyteam.com

519-741-6368

Mildred Frey
Broker

mildred@thefreyteam.com

519-741-6970

$314,900 • 7798 WELLINGTON RD 45
Well kept large lot in the hamlet of Glen Allen. View of the Conetogo River from deck. 
Family room and living room and main floor laundry and large eat-in Kitchen. And a shop 
24 X 40 all on a 3/4 acre property. Definitely a must see. Come to visit our open house. 
MLS1521214 Or for a private viewing call Mildred Frey direct @519-741-6970

$169,000 • 19 WILLIAM STREET, MILVERTON 
Great for a first time buyer. Well kept home with a large lot and a detached garage in small 
town close to Linwood. Call for a private viewing. Mildred Frey direct 519-741-6970 or 
page @519-669-1544.

$304,900 • 5985 DEBORAH GLAISTER LINE, KING WOOD 
REDUCED PRICE! Has an insulated shop X 42 and 3 bedroom home with large eat-in 
kitchen. Water is supplied by a neighbor and has a septic system. Lots of room for adding 
on to the house.on this 1.12 acre parcel. Call Mildred Frey to view.519-741-6970.

$279,000 • LOT 256 CONESTOGO LAKE 
Well built cottage with full basement on a private area of the lake. Sliders from family room 
to large wrap-around deck. Full septic system, drilled well and concrete ramp into the lake 
with dock & winch. Nice sized storage shed and large parking area. MLS# 1521927.

LOSS TO GCI PUTS LANCERS’ RECORD AT 4-2

Despite pulling ahead 2-0 in the first half, the EDSS 
girls soccer team fell 3-2 to Galt Collegiate Institute 
on April 29. They sit in fourth place in their pool of 
eight teams with four wins and two losses. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 17 Church St. W., Elmira • 519.669.1544 (Business)

519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

Worth a Look | Drayton | $489,000
For her - large 1/2 acre in town property with renovated 4 bdrm, 3 bth home, 
large front porch and rear deck, attached dble garage. For him - a detached 
dream workshop 2400 sq ft, chain hoist, hydraulic lift, air compressor and 
lines, insulated and heated, room for ALL your toys. MLS Call Dale.

Drayton | $347,000
A lot of house for the money. Large 4+1 bedroom, with walk-out finished 
basement, huge master and ensuite, separate detached  insulated and wired 
workshop, above ground pool, large fenced yard and more.  MLS Call Dale.

Take A Look Drayton | $319,000
Spacious open concept raised bungalow with cathedral ceiling, bright newer 
windows, a bright wide open rec. room, and many recent updates. Steps to 
school, medical centre, library, groceries, fitness gym. Fully fenced yard and 
walkout to deck. MLS. Call Dale. 

Sale or Lease Elmira | $329,000 
Commercial building, great exposure from 2 main streets, Arthur and Church, 
retail on main floor and large 2 bdrm upstairs. Upgraded and renovated 2011. 
Both up and down currently rented. Also available for lease. MLS Call Dale.

Model Home | $371,900
Enjoy the covered deck out back this summer with walk out from both dining 
area and master bedroom. This bright open concept custom home by Verdone is 
sure to please the discriminating buyer looking for a bungalow on a generous 
sized lot .Gourmet kitchen and ceramic and hardwood floors. Other models and 
lots to choose from.MLS Call Dale.

90 Earl Martin Dr.,
Unit 4, Elmira   N3B 3L4

Bus: 519-669-3192
Fax: 519-669-3322

Elmira Real Estate Services
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED, BROKERAGE

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER OF RECORD

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

HAPPY
MOTHER’S
DAY!

TIME FOR YOUR FREE SPRING MARKET HOME VALUATION! CALL TODAY!

$309,000 Welcoming open 
concept backsplit semi. 
Dinette overlooks spacious 
lower level family room w/gas 
fireplace. White kitchen with 
skylight, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths. 
Backyard patio and maturing 
trees. Shows Well. MLS.

• Starting from 1424 sqft
• Double car garage & driveway
• 3 bungalows & 2 bungalow loft plans
• Main floor master with ensuite

BONUS $8,000 in 
FREE UPGRADES!

until  May 25th, 2015

PRIDE OF OWNERSHIP 
- 1 ACRE LOT
$313,900 DRAYTON 
beautifully updated, 
3+bedroom, 3 bath. Attractive 
oak eat-in kitchen, family 
room w/walkout to deck 
and picturesque backyard. 
Double+ paved drive. 
Garage w/lower level 
storage. A Must See. MLS

PRICED FROM $322,900 | 162 Ridgeview Dr., Drayton

OPEN HOUSE | Saturday, May 9th • 1:00-3:00pm • or by appointment

SPACIOUS BUNGALOW
$385,000 Beautifully 
maintained 2000 sq.ft brick 
bungalow, gleaming 
hardwood floors, 2 large 
bedrooms on the main floor, 
huge eat in kitchen with gas 
F/P, spacious living room 
w/gas F/P, main flr laundry, 
dbl garage & driveway. MLS

OPEN HOUSE | Saturday, May 9th • 1:00-3:00pm • 25 Hillview Dr., Drayton OPEN HOUSE |Saturday, May 9th • 10:30 am - 12pm • 14 Bitternut Pl., Elmira

YOU WILL BE 
IMPRESSED!
$299,900 4 level side split, 
open concept, attractive 
kitchen overlooks sunken 
familyroom french door to 
combined DR/LR, 3 Bedrms, 
3 Baths. 83’ front x 138’ 
irregular lot. NEW MLS.

OPEN HOUSE |Saturday, May 9th • 1:00-3:00pm • 38 Edward St., Drayton 

SINGLE DETACHED
$319,900 ELMIRA Great 
opportunity to own this two 
storey home, offers double 
driveway, single garage, 
walkout to deck, 118’ deep 
fenced yd + shed w/hydro, 
3 bdrms, 3 baths, finished 
basement w/gas stove, 
appl included! NEW MLS

NEW LISTING!

NEW PRICE!

NEW LISTING!

Make room for something new! Place your garage sale ad today: 519-669-5790 | ads@woolwichobserver.com 

COMMUNITY

GARAGE SALE
MAY 23rd 2015 • 2 week listing

      (includes 20 words)

• Listing on map
• Rain insurance

(We’ll run it free one more week if it rains)

$12
+ HST

• Just map listing $5
+ HST

HURRY IN! Deadline for a map listing is WEDNESDAY, MAY 13th | 5PM

BUYING? SELLING? 
OR JUST LOOKING?

THE OBSERVER HAS THE FRESHEST
LOCAL LISTINGS IN THE MARKET.
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ANNIVERSARY BIRTHDAY BIRTHDAY BIRTHDAY

Clare & Linda Weber
50th Wedding Anniversary  

Open House

Please join us in celebrating their 
50th Wedding Anniversary on 

Monday May 18th 
at the Elmira Legion from 2pm - 5:30pm

Best Wishes Only

 Happy 65th  
Birthday Mom

With Love from the Knarr Family

PUBLIC NOTICE

CONTINUED FROM PG. 21

Take the W.E.T. Challenge
1. Complete a self-audit to calculate  

your home water use at: 
www.regionofwaterloo.ca 
/wetchallenge

2. Reduce your home water use to  
165 litres per person, per day.  
Conserve water, save money, 
help the environment.

3. If your home uses more than 240 litres per person, per day, 
contact us. Qualify for a free home consultation. 
Call: 519-575-4400   TTY: 519-575-4608 
Email: watercycle@regionofwaterloo.ca

Can you reduce your 
daily water use?
We can help.

Region of Waterloo, Water Services 

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/wetchallenge

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Township of Wellesley is working towards 
improving and expanding walking, hiking, and 
biking trails in the Township. Council has created 
an Advisory Committee which is actively seeking 
members. This committee is dedicated to assisting 
in developing a safe and publicly accessible 
integrated trails system that connects local and 
regional destinations, supports local walking and 
cycling, and contributes to the overall beautification 
and sustainability of the Township of Wellesley. 

Application Deadline:  
4:30 p.m., Friday, May 29th, 2015 

More information and application form  
are available at www.wellesley.ca

Sign up today
help make a

Difference

STAG & DOE

Katie Weiler & Brad Shantz

Lions Hall Elmira, 40 South St. 
Raffles, Games, Midnight Buffet

Tickets $10

Saturday, May 23, 2015

Stag & Doe For

For tickets call Jenna Calibaba 416-931-9850

70TH Birthday
Open House

Saturday May 23rd from 2-5pm
at Elmira Pentecostal Assembly

For Stan Graham

Light Refreshments will be served.

Happy 70th
Birthday Mom!

The more birthdays you have the better!

Love Your Three Sons & Families

CRESS, VERA (NEE SCHWEITZER) | Passed away peacefully on 
Thursday, April 30, 2015 at Heritage House, St. Jacobs, at 
the age of 90 years.

GINGRICH, WILMER |  Peacefully, with his family at his side, 
at Peterborough Regional Health Centre, on May 3. 2015. 
Local relatives are his  brothers Edgar Gingrich (Mary) of 
Elmira,  Orton Gingrich of Floradale ,  Ian Gingrich of Elmira 
and Rufus Gingrich (Verna) of Wallenstein.

MARTIN, NELSON |   Peacefully passed away, with Vera 
at his side, on Tuesday, May 5, 2015, at his residence in 
Heidelberg, in his 82nd year. 

MARTIN, SYDNEY B. | Passed away at his home, RR 2, Elmira, 
on Monday, May 4, 2015, at the age of 82 years. 

STECKLY, MABEL |  Peacefully to her eternal home, on 
Tuesday, May 5, 2015 at Nithview Home, New Hamburg, 
Mabel (nee Jantzi) in her 92nd year. 

DEATH NOTICES
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DEADLINE FOR FAMILY 
ALBUM IS WEDNESDAYS 

BY 5PM
PLACE A FAMILY ALBUM NOTICE!

Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

FAMILY ALBUM
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LIVING HERE
GOOD WORKS / FINDING HIS CALLING

Restaurants will be 
hopping this Sunday for 
Mother’s Day. Working 
in hotels, golf clubs and 
restaurants through my 
career, the ever-popular 
brunch could bring any-
where from 200 to 700 
people on this special day. 
Now, Mother’s day means 
a quiet day for me, with no 
restaurants. 

Some years also includ-
ed my girlfriends, who all 
started motherhood a lot 
earlier than I did.  

These special ladies all 
showed me the joy and 
beauty of giving and moth-
erhood. I see them run-
ning from here to there, 
high stress jobs, to dance, 
swimming, hockey, soccer, 
all in hopes of giving their 
children the best start pos-
sible. It isn’t a sacrifice to 
them but a joy to see their 
children grow and doing 
what they love.  

Some days it isn’t easy 
or pretty, but they make it 
happen. Their kids shine, 
have opinions and take on 
challenges.  

Friendship is so special 
as time passes by. Our 
kids, friends and family 
... what more could a girl 
ask for?  Well, a fabulous 
breakfast might be nice!

Breakfast a 
great way 
to start 
Mother’s 
Day

CHEF’S TABLE | 31FELLOW  | 31

EDCL’s Greg Bechard named an honorary senior fellow in ceremony at Renison University College

years promoting commu-
nity inclusion for people 
with developmental delays 
in Elmira. But it’s impor-
tant for him to note he 
hasn’t done it alone, and 
the award is equal recogni-
tion for the people who 
keep EDCL ticking along.

Outside of that role, he 
founded the Elmira Devel-
opmental Support Corpo-
ration, which is a separate 
entity from EDCL.

“My first comment to my 

board president is it takes 
a lot of people to accom-
plish what we’ve accom-
plished, the relationship 
with Renison,” Bechard 
said. “To a certain extent 
the recognition should 
go towards a lot of people 
because it takes so many 
people to make it happen.”

Bechard is connected 
to Renison and its Univer-
sity of Waterloo campus 
through a housing project 
he played a large role in 

creating in Elmira in 2010. 
The apartment building is 
meant for people with in-
tellectual disabilities, but 
two students in the social 
development studies pro-
gram at Renison receive 
scholarships to live there 
too. Their tuition is paid 
and rent is free.

“They’re just neighbours 
so they create commu-
nity within the building, 
they’re friends to the other 
people that live there,” 

Bechard said. “By being 
friends and neighbours 
they fill in some of the 
gaps related to social isola-
tion and provide a social 
safety net.”

Students benefit from 
the experiential learning 
and finish school with an 
impressive résumé to boot. 
The initiative has been 
copied in two other com-
munities in the province.

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

WHITNEY NEILSON

Greg Bechard’s con-
tributions over the 
past 41 years to Renison 
University College and El-
mira District Community 
Living were recognized 
on May 2, as he was one of 
two community members 
given the honorary senior 
fellow designation by the 
college.

As the executive direc-
tor of EDCL, he’s spent 27 

Elmira District Community Living executive director Greg Bechard says his recognition as a honorary senior fellow at Renison is a reflection of the work of everyone at EDCL. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Recognized for his notable 
contribution to the community

20 Oriole Parkway E., 
Elmira, ON

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084
info@leroysautocare.net

www.leroysautocare.net

Tip of the Week:
Travelling to the beach or cottage a lot this summer? 
Make sure your vehicle is ready! Spring is a great 
time to get a complete vehicle inspection done to 
ensure your vehicle is ready for the summer and 
all the travel opportunities that come with it! This 
is a comprehensive inspection to give you a good 
idea where everything is at and will help prevent 
any major and/or surprise breakdowns! – Travis 
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

woolwichkin.com

KIN KORNER

Check Us Out
Online!

Check Us Out
Online!

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

MAY 9

WOOLWICH HEALTHY HIKES KICKOFF. 10:30 a.m. - 12 
p.m. Earn a badge by joining the Woolwich Healthy 
Hikes. Pick up your hike kit at our kickoff at Spring 
on the Trail or go to our website at www.woolwich.
ca to print kit or to learn other places to pick one up!

CATNIP CARNIVAL, EVERYONE WELCOME! A family 
friendly event where you can meet wonderful cats 
and people; 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at St. Jacobs Lions Hall, 
31 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. Enjoy our charcoal BBQ, 
vendors, face painting and a Q&A with pet experts. 
All profits go to helping pets in need.

THE ST. TERESA OF Avila Catholic Women’s League 
will be hosting their annual Mother’s Day Tea from 
1-3 p.m. at St. Teresa of Avila Church Hall, 19 Flamingo 
Dr., Elmira. Door prizes, bake & penny tables and, 
of  course, tea and dessert. An open invitation for 
everyone (men too) to come out for an enjoyable 
afternoon to honour their mothers.

ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society’s Annual 
Plant Sale. 8 a.m. - 12 noon at the corner of Industrial 
Drive and First Street (Eldale Tool & Machine’s 
parking lot). Plant donations for the sale can be 
brought on  May 9 from 6-8 p.m. Please make sure 
they are in a clean pot, well watered and labelled. 
Receive a plant voucher for every two plants you 
bring in and redeem it on Sat. Find the perennials 
you need for your gardens while supporting your 
local horticultural society and the beautification of 
your community. Question? Call Louise Bexton at 
519-210-2110.

IDENTITY THEFT IS A real concern. That is why 
Elmira Kiwanis is sponsoring “Shredding for the 
Community” from 10 a.m. until noon by Harvey’s/
Swiss Chalet at the Foodland Plaza. Bring your 
personal or business documents and receipts for 
on-site shredding by Shred-All. Suggested donation 
$10 per box, proceeds going to the Kiwanis Eliminate 
Project. The goal of the international Kiwanis project 
is to eliminate maternal and neonatal tenanus.

MAY 10

MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST AT St. Clements 
Community Centre, 1 Green St., St. Clements; 8:30 
a.m. - 1 p.m. Tickets: adults $10; children 4-8 $5; and 
under 3 are free. For tickets please call Wayne or 
Marilyn at 519-669-8747. Everyone welcome.

MAY 11

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY LIONS CLUB is hosting a free 
community event open to all ages. Topic: Mental 
health awareness as part of life’s journey; 6:30 
p.m., Lions Hall, Elmira. Learn from the experts in 
their varying fields. Donations to support Woolwich 
Counselling Centre. 

HEARING AID INFORMATION SESSION – This session 
will provide information on: hearing aids, purchasing 
hearing aids, funding resources and costs as well 
as other communication devices. This session is 
presented by Joyce Haynes, hearing counsellor from 
The Canadian Hearing Society on Friday, 9:30-11:30 
a.m. at the Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. For information, call 519-664-
3794.

MOTHER DAUGHTER POTLUCK DINNER at Alma United 
Church, 6:30 p.m. at Alma United Church, Main Street 
Alma. Need more info? Call Ruth Grose at 519-846-
5481.

MAY 12 

ELECTRONIC BINGO, 7 P.M. every Tuesday, upstairs 
at the St. Clements Community Center. Wheelchair 
accessible. Sponsored by the Paradise & District Lions 
Club. For more information, please contact Joe Brick, 
519-699-4022.

MAY 13

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.), Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville 
Rd., St. Jacobs. Cost: $11. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noonday meal, 
fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for 
more information. 

MAY 14

NEW HORIZONS WELCOMES ALL zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Enjoy coffee or tea and a  delicious 
snack. Speaker: Ron Cameron - Sleeping Children 
Around the World. Be inspired and socialize; $2 per 
person, 10-11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre. For more information call Joan Haid at 519-
648-2742 or email at jehaid@explorenet.ca. 

THE LIONS CLUB OF Elmira Bingo – 7 p.m. at Elmira 
Lions Hall, 40 South St., Elmira. All proceeds go to 
support the many projects of the Lions Club of Elmira. 
For more information call 519-572-2669.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch
Proclaiming Christ through 

Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Sunday School 9:45am
Worship Service 11:00am

Hopping Thursdays
7-8:30pm

www.elmiracommunity.org

SUNDAYS @ 10:30AM @ Park Manor School

18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

  What Mom Needs…
And How You Can Help

Sunday, May 10th

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
-The Junction-

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:45am

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, May 10, 2015
9:15 & 11:00 AM

“Community”
Series: All In

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Sun., May 10th

11:00 am

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke
Discovering God Together

Mother’s Daybuilding relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Mother’s Day:
Worship led by 

children and youth

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

elmiraemmanuel.com 

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:45am 

519.669.5030 

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.
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ACROSS
1. Flash memory forerunner
6. Mischievous
12. Adjudge
16. Bat droppings
17. Defective
18. Annul
19. Disapprove
21. Lowest deck
22. Breezed through
23. Rooster’s mate
24. Clash of heavyweights
25. Weak
26. Certain meter reader
30. Poison plant
31. Mosque V.I.P.
32. Advil target
33. Host
35. Coarse file
37. “Fantasy Island” prop
38. Ancient colonnade
39. Belief in God
41. Celeb-oriented magazine
43. Page for newbies
45. Babysitter’s handful
47. ___ Wednesday
48. “Raiders of the Lost ___”
49. Leaves for dinner

52. Cruel rule
54. Brown, e.g.
55. Met display
56. ___ bit
58. “Go on ...”
59. Exist
60. Bridges in movies
62. Jam
64. “Hee ___”
67. Balsam
68. Gas additive
70. Just O.K.
71. Bias
73. Salk’s conquest
75. Window-shop
77. Black shade
78. Clickable image
79. Morgue, for one
80. “Major” animal
81. Opus
83. Easygoing
88. Hammer part
89. Forwarded
91. Small thrush
92. Reddish-brown gem
93. Not mono
94. Bring out

DOWN
1. “I” problem
2. Stop on a crawl
3. British rule in colonial India
4. “___ moment”
5. Coffee order
6. Providing
7. Revolutionary leader
8. Dog
9. Lightened up
10. Leaf opening
11. Lip service
12. Twofold nature
13. Bivouac
14. Swelling
15. Internet connector
20. Article of faith
26. “For Me and My ___”
27. Trick taker, often
28. Untrustworthy
29. Yours truly
30. Ponzi scheme, e.g.
34. One-half
36. Guru’s retreat
38. Sudden violent wind
40. Diner
41. Ashes holder
42. Blue hue

44. Word before large
46. Nave bench
48. “You betcha!”
49. Ballot abbr.
50. Brink
51. Bet collectors
53. Indefinite article
57. Repeat
60. Sea-level
61. Free of lice
63. Vinyl collectible
65. Balaam’s mount
66. Anguish
67. Movie preview
69. Kindling
70. Therefore
71. North Atlantic fish
72. “M*A*S*H” setting
74. Santa’s reindeer, e.g.
76. Superman player
82. WSW’s opposite
84. ___ Zeppelin
85. Romanian currency
86. Mythical monster
87. Triangular junction
90. Gift-tag word

Books are no longer books, but p-books to distinguish from the digital kind

Q. Have you read a good 
“p-book” lately? How 
about a “pbook”? 
A. These are common 
nouns to distinguish books 
“printed on paper” from 
those “printed on elec-
trons,” so to speak, says 
Paul McFedries in “IEEE 
Spectrum” magazine. The 
latter are termed “ebooks” 
or “eBooks.” The number of 
citations for p-books in the 
Nexis media database went 
from just a few in 2003 and 
2004 to nearly 30 in 2012. 

It seems clear now that 
digital books as opposed 
to analog books are here to 
stay and may well be the 

fastest growing segment 
of the publishing industry, 
known as “digital publish-
ing” or “e-publishing.”  
   For serious authors or 
“writerpreneurs,” getting 
e-published requires famil-
iarity with ebook formats, 
such as Mobi and EPUB; 
the books themselves are 
often termed “ePubs.” To 
help get them to market are 
a growing number of “self-
publishing providers,” such 
as “formatters” (making 
plain text e-book worthy) 
and “converters” (expertly 
converting e-books from 
one format to another).  

As McFedries puts it: “E-
book publishing is a bit of a 
mess, with some folks say-
ing it will die off in the near 
future... But the success of 
EPUB and Mobi is unde-
niable.” He predicts that 

“within a few years, using 
the word ‘book’ without any 
kind of modifier will be con-
fusing because people won’t 
know if you’re talking about 
a book printed on paper or 
one that’s printed electroni-
cally.” 
Q. When putting num-
bers in order, most of 
us use a left-to-right 
“mental number line,” 
with numbers increasing 
to the right. However, a 
minority of cultures with 
right-to-left writing do 
the opposite. So is this 
number line just an arbi-
trary convention? 
A. Perhaps not. In a series 
of experiments, psycholo-
gist Rosa Rugani and her 
colleagues demonstrated 
that 3-day-old domestic 
chicks tend to associate 
smaller numbers with their 
left and larger numbers 

with their right, suggest-
ing that the mapping of 
abstract numbers to space is 
an instinctive trait and not 
uniquely human, reports 
Peter Brugger in “Science” 
magazine. First, a chick 
was taught to find a treat 
behind a panel with 5 dots. 
Then, when placed in front 
of a pair of identical 2-dot 
panels, one on its left, the 
other on its right, the chick 
first sought the treat on the 
left about 75% of the time. 
With 8-dot panels, the chick 
approached the right panel, 
again about 75% of the 
time. This same association 
of “smaller” with left and 
“larger” with right held for 
many different chicks and 
other number combina-
tions. 

Such coupling of space 
to numbers may stem 

from a fundamental brain 
asymmetry, since the right 
hemisphere is the seat of 
numerical ordering and also 
attends to the left visual 
field. As the researchers 
concluded: “Spatial map-
ping of numbers from left 
to right may be a universal 
cognitive strategy available 
soon after birth,” yet expe-
rience and culture (in hu-
mans) may alter its use. 
Q. Hoping to give up a 
tough smoking habit? 
Dream on –or should we 
say “sleep on”? What did 
the “Journal of Neurosci-
ence” have to say on the 
matter? 
A. “Sleeping on it” may be 
precisely the point. “Call it 
the sweet stench of suc-
cess,” where rotting egg and 
fish smells during sleep may 
help smokers cut back, says 

Kate Baggaley in “Science 
News” magazine. When lab 
researchers pumped in the 
stenches mixed with the 
scent of cigarettes, smokers 
“who inhaled the odors dur-
ing one night while sleeping 
lightly reported smoking 
34.4% fewer cigarettes in the 
following week,” while those 
in deeper sleep saw only 
an 11.9% decrease. Wakeful 
smokers who smelled the 
stench didn’t cut back at all. 

As Baggaley concludes, 
the experiment “fits with 
others finding that what 
people learn while asleep 
can influence their behavior 
for days.”  

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.
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WEIRD
NOTES

Gulfport, Florida

Steph Forte and family took a vacation 
in sunny Gulfport Florida back in March. 
Here they are in front of the Gulport sign 
with Observer in hand! 

LOCATION

CAPTION

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGEOBSERVER TRAVELS
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FELLOW: Feeling like he’s made a difference along the way
FROM | 28

Bechard never planned 
to work in this field, but af-
ter taking a summer job at 
the Whitby psychiatric hos-
pital in 1972, he discovered 
a passion for the work.

“When I left school I 
was looking for work and 
a friend of mine’s father 
was the executive director 
of Brantford Community 
Living,” Bechard said. “He 
offered me a job to tide me 
over. I hadn’t really intend-
ed to take the job. Once I 
got in the work I found I 
really enjoyed it.”

He originally planned 
to be a firefighter, which 
would have been a more 
financially lucrative path, 
but he has no regrets. He 
started in the field back 
when people were just be-
ing returned to their com-
munities from institutions.

“When I got started in 
residential services as 
a front line counsellor I 
was involved in what has 
evolved,” Bechard said. 
“Moving from 19 institu-
tions and with the closure 
of the last institution in 
Orillia in 2009 has been 
very rewarding for me. I 
saw what they were like. 
I knew even then that we 
should be able to do bet-
ter.”

He adds another high-
light has been working in 
new types of supports and 
services, like the participa-
tion house in Brantford 
when it first opened, which 
was one of the first partici-
pation houses in Ontario. 
He also worked in Mount 
Forest and developed all of 
the services from scratch 
in North Wellington.

“We developed a pro-
gram here, it’s another one 
that’s being replicated, 
it’s called ‘trying it on for 
size,’” Bechard said. “We 
have an apartment that 
people can come and live 
in to experiment and be-
gin to understand what it 
would be like to live alone 
in their apartment and we 
provide an assessment and 
provide information to the 
family, whether or not it 
would be a good time to 
move out and if not what 
might they need to do to 
make that a successful 
transition.”

At 62 years of age this 
year he has no plans to 
slow down for another 
three to five years. He 
notes the commitment of 
people in Elmira to sup-
port the work both EDCL 
and EDSC has made it easy 
for him to stay in the same 
place for nearly three de-

cades. He says the boards 
and their members are pro-
gressive in their thinking 
and work hard at fundrais-
ing, which allows them to 
do some of the work they 
do without government 

funding.
 “I’ve had a very reward-

ing career, I’ve made a lot 
of really close friends and I 
feel that I’ve made a differ-
ence,” Bechard said. “You 
can’t put a value on that.”

Place 3 on a plate, garnish 
with cherries, whipped 
cream and maple syrup.

Brandied cherries: 
1-1/2 lbs pitted cherries
1/4 cup sugar
3 tbsp butter
6 tbsp brandy

In medium sauce pan, 
over high heat add sugar to 
pan, allow to caramelize, 
then add butter and melt. 
Toss in cherries and allow 
to soften slightly and warm 
thoroughly. 

Add brandy and light 
flame to burn off the alco-
hol, serve over  crepes with 
maple syrup and whipped 
cream. Chocolate sauce 
would be a fabulous addi-
tion. 

Happy Mother’s Day 
Mom!

Crepes 
Suzette
Batter:
2 cups milk
6 large eggs
4 tbsp butter, melted
2 cups all-purpose flour
2 tbsp sugar 
2 tsp vanilla
Vegetable oil

Whisk eggs and milk, 
add melted butter. 

Put in sugar, vanilla and 
finally flour.  Avoid over 
mixing, allow to rest and 
strain out lumps with fine 
strainer.  

Place in refrigerator 
overnight and allow to 
come to room temperature 
or leave at room tempera-
ture for approximately 30 
minutes to rest.  

 Preheat pan, place 
vegetable oil, in pan and 
ladle crepe batter into pan. 
Spread the batter thinly 
with the bottom of the 
ladle.  This will make a very 
thin pancake. 

Once golden on one side 
flip to cook other side.  

Fold into a fan shape.  

CHEF’S TABLE: A bit of 
decadence to spoil mom
FROM | 28

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

Open Mon. to Fri. 9am to 7pm  •  Sat. 9am to 6pm  •  Closed Sundays519.846.2972RR#1 West Montrose, 6158 Weisenberg Rd.

Handcrafted
WIND CHIMES

10%OFF
2 Days Only

Potted
ROSES
$12Each

Bring in
this ad and

receive

10%OFF
Assorted Planters

Valid May 8th 
& 9th Only

Friday, May 8th to 
Saturday May 9th
Friday, May 8th to 
Saturday May 9th

10%OFF
On All Hanging Baskets

Free Cookies & Coffee
on Saturday May 9th

Lorne & Wilma Bauman
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We also carry:
mulches, soils, shrubs, trees, many assorted annuals, roses, perennials & a variety of garden supplies.

Mini
ROCK
GARDENS

$15&
UP

Great Gift Idea!

Despite being close to retirement age, Greg Bechard says he’ll continue working for a few more 
years, as long as he can continue to make a difference. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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SALE!
GrandOpening

1420 King St. N., St. Jacobs
519-664-2905

EVENT

MUST GO!

3 BIG DAYS | MAY 14, 15,16

STERLING BBQ
MAKITA DRILL

24-0-5
CIL LAWN
FERTILIZER

BLACK
EARTH
SOIL

ENTER
TO WIN!

Win an MTD

Lawnmower!

3 TO BE WON

1 Draw Per Day

$269.99 Value

$8999

SAVE
$100

SAVE
$120

Reg. $189.99 $22999
Reg. $349.99

$1599
Reg. $34.99

99¢
20L Bag

10 bag limit
MTD
LAWNMOWER

$12999
Reg. $179.99

5124-639

1239-121

6421-225

5024-507

SAVE
54%

WATCH FOR OUR FULL FLYER IN THE MAIL!

FIREWORKS
KITS

$5999
Starting at

Available
May 11-17

FREE GIFT FOR THE FIRST 200 CUSTOMERS FOR 3 DAYS!

HAIR TODAY ... GONE TO A GOOD CAUSE

Larkin Kitsemetry chopped off eight 
inches of her long hair to donate 
to Locks of Love last month. The 
organization creates and donates wigs 
for children and youth who’ve lost 
hair due to medical conditions. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  
KITCHENER 519.742.9188

3DAYS 
ONLY!

SATURDAY
MAY

9AM-6PM
9TH SUNDAY

MAY
11AM-5PM

10TH

MONDAY
MAY

9AM-9PM
11THEXTENDED  

SALE HOURS

$1975MM CLICK 
LUXURY 
VINYL 

PLANKS
$257

12”X24” 
CLICK

LUXURY 
VINYL 
TILES

$29710MM 
VINYL 

PLANKS
/ SQ FT

REG 4.99
/ SQ FT

REG 5.99
/ SQ FT

REG 5.99PRESS
LOCK™

LUXURY VINYL PLANKS

$137
IN STOCK!

/ SQ FT

REGULAR 2.99100% 
WATERPROOF!

$10713”x13”
CERAMIC 

TILE
3 COLOURS

$13713”x13”
PORCELAIN 

TILE
3 COLOURS

$397    BACK
  SPLASH    
   TILES
STARTING FROM

/ SQ FT

REG 1.99
/ SQ FT

REG 4.99
/ SQ FT

REG 6.99

16”x16” TILE

77¢
IN STOCK!

/ SQ FT

REGULAR 1.99WOW!!
HOT BUY!!
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$14712MM 
HAND

SCRAPED
HOT DEAL!

$18712MM 
LAMINATE

/ SQ FT

REG 3.99
/ SQ FT

REG 4.99
+ 2MM PAD
ATTACHED!

$119        WOW! 
   LAMINATE
   INSTALLATION MIN 300 SF

LIFETIME 
WARRANTY

/ SQ FT

IN STOCK!

6 NEW COLOURS 
JUST 

ARRIVED!

$137
/ SQ FT

REG 3.99

HEAVY 
PLUSH $137FRIEZE 

OR SHAG
/ SQ FT

REG 3.99
44¢

         WOW! 
       CARPET

INSTALLATION MIN 250 SF

LIFETIME 
WARRANTY

/ SQ FT

HEAVY BERBER CARPET

97¢
IN STOCK!

MADE IN CANADA
PLUS FREE
UNDERPAD!

/ SQ FT

REGULAR 3.99

PLUS FREE 
UNDERPAD!

PLUS FREE 
UNDERPAD!

MADE IN
SWITZERLAND $137

/ SQ FT

REGULAR 2.69

AC4 COMMERCIAL 
WARRANTY

$297ENGINEERED 
CLICK 
MAPLE
3 STAINS

$3977” WIDE

SOLID
HANDSCRAPED
HICKORY/ SQ FT

REG 8.99
/ SQ FT

REG 6.99

$125        WOW! 
   HARDWOOD
   INSTALLATION MIN 300 SF

LIFETIME 
WARRANTY

/ SQ FT

4¼X¾ ASH HARDWOOD

$267
OVER 
STOCK 
SALE

/ SQ FT

REGULAR 5.99 MADE IN
CANADA!


