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Woolwich backs 
away, but not all 
the way down, 
from divisive
delegate policy

Snowy weather 
is no deterrent 
to festival-goers

Motion approved this 
week essentially changes 
nothing but waves a red 
fl ag in front of critics 
decrying censorship

Elmira welcomed more than 60,000 people out 
last Saturday for its popular maple syrup festival

BACKPEDALLING FROM A CONTROVER-
SIAL plan to limit citizens’ access and 
offering up a revised version of recent 
history, Woolwich council adopted a poli-
cy for delegates that it says changes noth-
ing, all the while maintaining it never 
meant to prevent anyone from speaking.

A change to the township’s procedural 
bylaw approved Tuesday night in a split 
vote will see staff advise residents wish-
ing to speak on certain topics – say, for 
instance, environmental contamination 
in Elmira – that there’s also a committee 
of council they could address.

The alternative brought forward by 
Coun. Mark Bauman saw councillors 
move away from a position staked two 
weeks earlier when they first tried to 
prevent an Elmira resident, Dan Holt, 
from speaking about contamination in 
the Canagagigue Creek, then, after let-
ting him proceed, came up with a hastily 
worded motion to funnel future requests 
to subcommittees of council.

POLICY | 2MAPLE SYRUP | 6

A HEAVY SNOWFALL ON 
Saturday afternoon didn’t 
keep the crowds away from 
the 52nd annual Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival.

EMSF chair Drew Mc-
Govern estimates 60,000 to 
62,000 showed up to take 
in the festivities, slightly 
down from last year’s 
65,000.

“Overall we’re happy. We 
had concerns because of 
the weather, but I was sit-
ting there yesterday think-
ing about it and I think we 
got really lucky. Thursday it 
was pouring rain the whole 
day and if we had that rain 
on Friday or Saturday that 
would have been horrible 
for us,” he posited.

Friday was decent for 
setup and in the wee hours 
of Saturday morning it was 
snowing, but then it held 
off until the afternoon.

Organizers are calling the 52nd annual Elmira Maple Syrup Festival a success. Heavy snow 
showers on Saturday afternoon didn’t stop Kaeden Cochrane from enjoying one of the 
famous flapjacks at the pancake tent. [WHITNEY NEILSON & LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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74% OFF! Our 10pc Canadiana Cookware set is made from 18/10 stainless steel and features an impact bonded base that’s safe for all stovetops 
of modern kitchens, including induction. Durable riveted handles, no-drip lips, oven and dishwasher safe. Set includes: 1.5L, 2L and 

3L saucepans, 5L Dutch oven, 1.5L steamer, 24cm/9.5”ceramic non-stick fry pan, 
and 4 stainless steel lids. List: $849.00. $21999

SAVINGS UP TO 80%! ON NOW THRU APRIL 10TH

Information & dealers: 1-800-A NEW-POT or www.paderno.com. Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.

ON NOW THRU APRIL 10TH ONLY AT:

COOKSTOWN
Paderno Kitchen Store
Tanger Outlet Mall
3311 Hwy 89

FERGUS
Dixon Home Hardware 
Building Centre
745 St-David Street

HARRISTON
Harriston Home Hardware
18 Elora Street

KITCHENER
Paderno Kitchen Store
Sportsworld Crossing
50 Sportsworld Crossing
Pioneer Park Home Hardware
123 Pioneer Dr

KITCHENER (con’t)
Williamsburg Home Hardware
1187 Fischer Hallman Rd

WATERLOO
Goodness Me
668 Erb Street West
Paderno Kitchen Store
St. Jacobs Factory Outlet
25 Benjamin Rd

UP TO 60% OFF! Paderno Everyday pans. 
Similar to fry pans, but are deeper and feature 
vented glass lids and two loop handles.
24cm/9.5” Canadiana Everyday pan. 
List: $179.00. Now $69.99!
28cm/11” Canadiana Everyday pan. 
List: $199.00. Now $79.99!

vented glass lids and two loop handles.
24cm/9.5” Canadiana Everyday pan. 

40% OFF! Spiral slicer - green 
or grey. Makes spiral cuts for many of 
your favourite vegetables and fruit. 
Comes with three interchangeable 
stainless steel blades and no-slip 
suction bottom. List: $41.99. 

$2499

56% OFF! 20pc Chelton 
fl atware set, 4x5pc 
place setting. 
List: $79.99.

$3499

fl atware set, 4x5pc 
place setting. 

$79.99$79.99.

99

60% OFF! 
5pc non-stick 
knife set. 
List: $79.99.

$3199

UP TO 70% OFF! Paderno EcoPan Special Edition 
fry pans. Durable ceramic interior - PFOA and PTFE free.
20cm/8” EcoPan Special Edition fry pan. 
List: $99.99. Now $34.99!
25cm/10” EcoPan Special Edition fry pan. 
List: $129.99. Now $39.99!
30cm/12” EcoPan Special Edition fry pan. 
List: $149.99. Now $44.99!

SAVE UP TO 43%!
A selection of Paderno PFOA & 
PTFE free bakeware. Starting 
at $5.99!

5pc non-stick 

.

Having registered to 
speak in advance of the 
Mar. 22 meeting, Holt, 
chair of the Citizens Pub-
lic Advisory Committee, 
was at first halted by a 
contingent led by Mayor 
Sandy Shantz that at-
tempted to prevent him 
from speaking. After being 
caught off guard by Holt’s 
simple request for an 
explanation, councillors 
responded with embar-
rassed silence, mumbled 
explanations and clutched 
straws. 

Knowing what was com-
ing Tuesday night, Shantz 
attempted to deflect criti-
cism with a pre-emptive 

statement that took a revi-
sionist slant on what hap-
pened in council cham-
bers two weeks prior. She 
said council did not try to 
prevent Holt from speak-
ing, when that was clearly 
the case.

“We fully intend to lis-
ten to concerned citizens. 
It’s not the intent of this 
council to block people 
from speaking,” she 
stressed.

But those registered to 
speak Apr. 5 weren’t buy-
ing it. Nor were they keen 
on Bauman’s revised pro-
posal whereby staff won’t 
be screening would-be 
delegates, but advising 
them of other options.

Noting that council’s 
actions had been roundly 
condemned, Holt made it 
clear that council had in 
fact attempted to prevent 
him from speaking before 
backing down.

Likewise, Elmira resi-
dent Alan Marshall, an-
other resident unpopular 
with some councillors, de-
cried Shantz’s attempt to 
rework what happened the 
last time around. He also 
condemned council’s at-
tempt at what he deemed 
censorship.

“Even if there were a 
viable, equal alternative 
to council delegations – 
and there is not – this still 
does not excuse Woolwich 

council censoring the 
subject matter of citizens 
wishing to address them 
at public council meet-
ings.

 “No council should 
ever ban delegates wish-
ing to speak on serious, 
local concerns. Please do 
us all a favour and simply 
put that motion out of its 
misery,” said Marshall of 
Shantz’s proposed motion.

West Montrose resident 
Lynne Hare stressed that 
it’s council’s role to listen 
to the people of the town-
ship, rather than “closing 
doors and censoring citi-
zens.”

“You may not like what 
is said or who is saying it 

... but you must listen.”
Coun. Patrick Merlihan, 

blindsided Mar. 22 by the 
last-minute machinations 
of some of his colleagues, 
again condemned the ma-
noeuvring as a solution 
to a problem that doesn’t 
exist, and a poor solution 
at that.

“I was hoping it 
wouldn’t get this far,” he 
said of the revised motion, 
noting yet another bu-
reaucratic policy provides 
no benefit.

As with the last go-
round, he stressed the 
importance of hearing 
firsthand from township 
citizens.

“Listening to residents 

is essentially the job,” he 
said, noting the insight 
that comes from hearing 
from people rather than 
relying on information fil-
tered through staff reports 
and the minutes from 
other meetings.

“I’d like to continue to 
hear from concerned citi-
zens as delegations.”

Coun. Murray Martin, 
while maintaining the is-
sue was “blown way out of 
proportion,” voted against 
the revised motion, claim-
ing it would make no dif-
ference “because of the 
type of people we’re deal-
ing with.”

“What we’re doing here 
doesn’t have any teeth.”

POLICY: Mayor denies any intent to block certain speakers, argues new policy changes nothing
FROM | COVER

Nextjet to begin flights out of Breslau to Montreal and Ottawa
LIZ BEVAN

Heading to the na-
tion’s capital for busi-
ness? How about to Mon-
treal for a weekend on 
the town? Peterborough 
for a quick trip to cottage 
country?

Starting next month, 
travellers can take to the 
skies from the Region of 
Waterloo International 
Airport, with new destina-
tions coming from Nextjet. 

The private charter ser-

vice will be offering flights 
to Montreal, Gatineau and 
Peterborough twice a day, 
from Monday to Friday. 

Owner of the airline, Tan 
Ahmed, says the flights, 
starting on May 2, are 
aimed at those looking 
to take the trip, but don’t 
want to sit in the car for 
hours. Headaches that are 
usually associated with fly-
ing from an international 
airport won’t be a problem 
with Nextjet trips. 

“The whole thing is re-

ally different,” he said. 
“You come in 15 minutes 
before the flight, not two 
hours or one hour before 
takeoff. We use the private 
terminal in both Waterloo 
and Montreal, so it is not 
like you are using the main 
terminal. It is all private. 
You walk in and you fly 
on a private jet. It is better 
than driving to Montreal.”

For now, there are two 
flights per day, and only 
on weekdays, but Ahmed 
says there are always plans 

to expand. 
“The first thing we 

would look at would be 
adding weekend flights, 
and then we would be add-
ing more daytime flights,” 
he said. “This has been in 
the works for six months or 
so, so we just want to see 
how this goes. There are a 
lot of logistics to work out.”

The current flight sched-
ule is geared towards those 
looking to make a meeting, 
and be back for dinner.

“It is mainly for business 

people and that is why it is 
Monday to Friday. Those 
are the numbers we have,” 
he said. “But, of course, 
anyone can use (the 
flights).”

When deciding where 
to add flights, Ahmed says 
the main things they con-
sider are gaps in service. 

“It is mostly about the 
routes that are not served,” 
he said. “We look at the 
demand, especially in 
Kitchener/Waterloo, Peter-
borough and that area. The 

demand is there, but there 
is no service available.”

One-way flights from 
Waterloo to Peterborough 
will be just under $100, all 
taxes in. A round trip from 
Waterloo to Montreal will 
run a traveler about $500. 
Flyers will be limited to 20 
lbs of luggage, including 
their carry-on bags on the 
flights.

For more information, 
and to check out flight 
schedules, visit their web-
site at www.nextjet.ca.
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SOS Phy s iot he rapy  (Elmira)
3 Wyatt  St . E. , Suite  2
Elmira, ON N3B 2H4

Tel  (519)  669-1212
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8-25 Indust r ia l  Dr ive
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New shoes for Spring? 

Let  our  footwear  
exper ts  advise  on what 's  
r ight  for  you.

A decade’s worth of roundabout stats 
shows more collisions, fewer injuries

Since construction was completed in 2006, the roundabout at Arthur Street and Sawmill Road has resulted in more collisions but with fewer injuries than when it was a signalled intersection. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

 [REGION OF WATERLOO STATISTICS]

TEN YEARS AGO, THE region 
was ramping up spring con-
struction on the Arthur Street 
roundabout, the second disrup-
tion along that stretch of the 
road from Elmira to Waterloo 
after the replacement of the 
bridge. Perhaps not surpris-
ingly, the region considers the 
roundabout project a success, 
even without remedying some 
of the traffic concerns with a 
four-lane route.

Bob Henderson, the manager 
of transportation engineering at 
the Region of Waterloo, says the 
construction of the roundabout, 
from a four-way stop with traffic 
lights, has solved the problems 
the region was out to fix with 
the $1.5 million project that 
opened in the summer of 2006.

“Fewer people are getting 
injured. I can tell you that the 
number of collisions has re-
mained about the same as it 
was before when it was a signal 
there, but injuries on average 
have gone down,” he said, add-
ing that the setup also increases 
the flow of traffic. “It was also to 
address some congestion issues 
at the intersection, especially 

on market days. It was signifi-
cant. It used to back up quite 
a bit. It still backs up now, but 
it flows through more quickly. 
The general level of congestion 
is certainly a factor. We feel 
that the traffic flows through 
that location much better than 
it would if it were a traffic sig-
nal. And, it also helps us to not 
have to expand the number of 
lanes at the intersection.”

The data on the collisions at 
the intersection is collected in 
five-year averages, and doesn’t 
account for the increase in 
traffic numbers. However, the 
numbers show the project did 
what it was supposed to do.

Between 2001 and 2005, 
there were 65 total collisions, 
with 22 of those causing inju-
ries. Between 2007 and 2011, 
there were 89 collisions in the 
intersection, but only eight 
caused injuries. 

“In general we compare 
five years of data before and 
after for most of our collision 
analyses to mitigate any factors 
that could bias the results like 
changes in traffic volume and/
or environmental conditions,” 
said Henderson. “The 2006 
construction year is omitted as 

the intersection was under con-
struction for a large part of that 
year which would influence 
collision numbers.”

The same, or even higher, 
number of cars go through 
that intersection as before the 
roundabout was put in place, 
but the nature of the travel 
through the area has changed.

“The common themes with 
the roundabout were shallower 
angles, lower speed and just 
less opportunity for high-speed 
angled collisions,” he said. 

The results aren’t isolated to 
the Arthur Street roundabout, 
says Henderson. With the 
projects around the region put 
in place since the Hwy. 85 con-
struction, the results are about 
the same.

“In general, our injuries have 
gone down, but just like traffic 
signals, every intersection be-
haves a little bit different, but 
overall, we have seen our inju-
ries go down,” he said.

When the roundabout idea 

for Arthur Street was still in its 
infancy, there was some dis-
cussion surrounding whether 
it would be more effective to 
just increase the number of 
lanes running north and south 
between Elmira and Waterloo. 
Henderson says the decision 
was made to construct the 
roundabout due to a number of 
factors.

“A lot of people forget that 
when we are evaluating an in-
tersection, we aren’t evaluating 
a signal in its current form. We 
normally, or usually, have to 
expand the number of lanes at 
that signal, to make it operate 
better in the existing and future 
condition,” he said, adding that 
this time around, this wasn’t 
the case. “Our evaluation looks 
at overall costs and the social 
costs of collisions and together 
we add those and go with the 
option in the lowest cost. It may 
be the lowest cost in terms of 
capital upfront costs, and fu-
ture collision costs.”

Not warmly received at fi rst, project that 
got underway in the spring of 2006
has seen a shift in traffi  c patterns

Roundabout collision statistics

TECHNOLOGY AND CREATIVITY 
CAME together last weekend at the 
FIRST Robotics Waterloo Regional 
competition.

Two teams from Woolwich Town-
ship, one from Woodland Christian 
High School and the other from 
Elmira District Secondary School, 
competed with their robots, joining 
up with other teams to complete tasks 
throughout the two-day contest. 

Nat Stroobosscher is on the Cyber-
Cavs, the WCHS team, and placed 
sixth overall. He says the competition 
was hard, but his team came through 
in the end. 

“Competition for us went very 
well,” he said, adding that they were 
up against some strong challengers. 
“There are a lot of teams from Stoney 
Creek and St. Catharines that are very 
difficult to stand up to.”

The local competition is just one of 
the hundreds of regionals around the 
world. It took place on Apr. 1 and 2 at 
the University of Waterloo. The idea 
is to get young people, mainly high 
school students, to put their heads 
together to create a robot that can 
complete a given task. Once the task 
is announced, the teams are given six 
weeks to come up with a robot design 
and put it into action. 

This year’s challenge was to get a 
10-inch foam ball into a target eight 
feet off the ground. That may sound 
simple, but there were obstacles in 
the way. For every obstacle they con-
quered and task the teams completed, 
they were awarded points. 

Evan Courtis, a member of the 
EDSS Lancerbots, says part of the 
challenge in this year’s competition 
was getting the robot built in time.

“The six-week build season, that 
was a huge challenge in itself, just 
getting the robot ready for compe-
tition,” he said, adding that there 
were also some obstacles his team 
had to overcome between rounds at 
the competition. “We had a decent 
amount of breakdowns and just a few 

Robotic 
competition 
allows high 
school teams to 
face off against 
their peers

LIZ BEVAN

LIZ BEVAN

2001-2005 2007-2011

Total Collisions 65 89

Injury Collisions 22 8

Non-Injury Collisions 43 81

Fatal Collisions 0 0

ROBOTICS | 32
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NOW OPEN
U-PULL-IT

AUTO & METAL
RECYCLING

Auto and Metal Recyclers Inc. www.upullit.ca
39 Arthur St., N., ELMIRA 519-669-1666

CA$H FOR

 Scrap Cars
 Farm Equipment
 Appliances
 Electronics
 BBQ’s & more!

DI$COUNT USED CAR PARTS

· STEEL
· COPPER
· ALUMINUM

WE BUY

SAVE!
*Bring your tools to remove the parts*

YOU PULL YOUR
OWN PARTS & Battery ............................ $19.99

Tire .................................... $19.99
Starter Motor ............. $19.99
Engine (complete)......... $249.99
Transmission ............. $99.99
Door (complete)................. $49.99
Headlight ...................... $29.99

LOW PRICES!

Springing into healthier options
Healthy Communities Month sees an assortment of activities lined up for Woolwich residents

WHITNEY NEILSON

Woolwich residents 
have plenty of options 
over the next month to im-
prove their health and the 
health of their community 
with the annual Woolwich 
Healthy Communities 
Month.

Organized by the Wool-
wich Healthy Communi-
ties c ommittee, numerous 
hikes, community clean-up 
days, and tree plantings 
are planned, along with 
the Taste of Woolwich, and 
a new Spring on the Trail 
bike ride. And it’s all free.

Now in its 11th year, com-
mittee chair Inga Rinne 
says community response 
is encouraging.

“The attendance at vari-
ous events, whether it’s the 
Taste of Woolwich or the 
hike, or various one off 
events that we’ve had, has 
been really gratifying to 
the point where you think 
this is a serious part of the 
fabric of our community 
by now. I think that people 
look forward in the spring 
to having some events that 
really let them focus on 
a couple things, one the 

whole getting outside and 
recognize that it’s spring. 
But also I think it really has 
developed a strong sense 
of community in people,” 
Rinne said.

In terms of attendance, 
she says the Taste of Wool-
wich is one of the most 
popular events. Local food 
producers will gather at 
Woodside Bible Fellowship 
on Apr. 18 for the event, 
enabling residents to make 
connections to where their 
food comes from. They’re 
also including local artists 
this year. Both food pro-
ducers and artists will have 
items for sale, and attend-
ees are encouraged to bring 
cash, as there won’t be a 
debit machine.

The Spring on the Trail 
Ride is the last event on 
May 14. Organized by the 
Woolwich On-road Cycling 
Group, the event will see 
cyclists meet at the Wool-
wich Memorial Centre for 
a non-competitive 50-56 
km ride.

“That’s the ride that will 
go from Elmira to Mill-
bank, with a stop at Anna 
Mae’s, which I’ve heard is 
an excellent restaurant,” 

Healthy Communities 
member Joy Finney notes.

The tree plantings have 
grown in popularity too, 
with more church groups 
joining this year to help 
out. 

The committee decides 
which events to hold from 

year to year based on what 
they think the community 
will be interested in and 
what they have the man-
power and resources to 
actually make happen. 

“For instance, for two 
years we had the try a tri 
event where we had a mini 

triathlon and that was in-
credibly successful thanks 
in large part to Mark Bau-
man who really took the 
lead on that and pulled 
people in and it was a very 
nice event,” Rinne said.

They’d like to add an 
event in the future involv-

ing the local businesses 
and the environmentally 
friendly practices they use. 
There was a proposal to do 
a scavenger hunt where 
people go around the com-
munity and find different 
interesting historical de-
tails, but nobody was up for 
the challenge of organizing 
it. She’s hoping that will 
happen eventually.

“One of the other things 
that has been quite heart-
ening is the community 
clean-up day, which we’ve 
been doing for a long time 
now. Independent of us, 
some communities have 
taken up doing it on their 
own, which is exactly what 
you want to happen. That 
effort has really grown over 
the years,” Rinne said.

She notes that garbage 
begets garbage, so if areas 
are clean then people are 
much less likely to throw 
waste where it doesn’t be-
long.

Rinne sees these activi-
ties as a good opportunity 
to take advantage of spring, 
despite the fact it doesn’t 
look much like that season 

HEALTHY | 7

Inga Rinne and Nancy Stayzer examine some trees in preparation for upcoming tree plantings, one of many activities lined up for the 11th 
annual Woolwich Healthy Communities Month. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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POLICE BLOTTER

Take precautions to avoid 
theft of fuels from farm 
properties, police warn
POLICE ARE WARNING 
RURAL property owners to 
take precautions against 
fuel theft after the latest 
incident, this one Mar. 30 
south of Palmerston.

Perth County OPP report 
that unknown suspect(s) 
drove a vehicle down the 
farm driveway towards the 
location of two bulk fuel 
tanks. The suspect vehicle 
was driven onto an unlit 
grassy area between out-
buildings allowing approxi-
mately 1,000 litres of diesel 
fuel to be siphoned from 
the unlocked tanks.

The Perth County OPP 
is requesting anyone who 
may have observed a suspi-
cious vehicle (with a fuel 

tank in the back) along 
Line 90 or in the area south 
of Palmerston during the 
period in question, to con-
tact them at 1-888-310-1122.  
Should you wish to remain 
anonymous, you may call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-TIPS (8477), and you 
may be eligible to receive a 
cash reward of up to $2,000

Taking into account the 
current diesel fuel price, 
this is approximately a 
$900 theft.

 With the desire for free 
fuel by the criminal ele-
ment there are ways you 
can remove the opportuni-
ty and reduce the chances 
of becoming a victim, po-
lice say.

M A R C H  3 1

11:22 AM | Ontario Provincial 
Police arrested a Guelph man in 
connection to a break-in at a Gads 
Hill home last fall. The investigation 
began Sept. 14 when the home-
owners reported a break-in to 
their garage. Numerous items were 
removed from the garage including 
a shotgun.  The approximate value 
of the stolen property was $1,000. 
On Mar. 31, Perth County OPP 
issued a warrant for the arrest of 
the suspect and during the early 
hours the suspect was arrested by 
Waterloo Regional Police in New 
Hamburg.  The 27-year-old man 
has been charged with ‘break and 
enter a place and steal a firearm’ 
and ‘theft under $5,000.’ He is 
scheduled to appear at the Ontario 
Court of Justice in Stratford on Apr. 
18 to answer to the charges. 

12:00 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police are requesting the 
assistance of the public to locate 
Daniel Beaulieu, 58. He is described 

as white, 5’4”, medium build with 
brown hair. He was last seen in New 
Hamburg and may be operating a 
2014 Dodge, Ontario lic # BYNB186, 
orange in color. Beaulieu was last 
seen on Mar. 29 at 8:30 a.m. Police 
are looking to check on his well 
being.

A P R I L  4

8:30 AM | Perth County OPP 
officers were dispatched to a farm 
property along Road 140 near Mil-
verton, where the property owner 
discovered the theft of equipment 
from his barn. The investigation 
revealed that sometime between 
5:30 p.m. Apr. 3 and the time of 
the report, unknown person(s) 
forced open a number of the barn’s 
locked man doors. This allowed en-
try into the barn/shop from which 
approximately $10,000 worth of 
equipment was taken.  The stolen 
property may have been removed 
from the scene by a motor vehicle 
that appears to have backed up 
to the barn. Items stolen included 

Woolwich makes 
parking deal

Breslau residents may find some use 
for the long-vacant site of what was once 
the Challenger Restaurant: a parking lot.

In preparation for the reconstruction 
of Woolwich and Dolman streets, the 
township has struck a deal with the 
Region of Waterloo, which owns the 
land at 41 Woolwich St. S., to use the 
property as a parking area project if 
driveway access becomes unavailable 
to affected residents.

Meeting this week, councillors 
approved a temporary-use agreement 
with the region.

Home sales, prices 
up in March

Residential property sales through 
the Multiple Listing System (MLS) of 
the Kitchener-Waterloo Association 
of Realtors continued to climb last 
month with 584 properties sold, a 
16.3% increase compared to the March 
of 2015, and ranks as the highest March 
on record since 2010.

During the first quarter of 2016, there 
were 1,350 home sales, 23.9% above 
last year’s total for the same period 
and 17.8% above the 5-year quarterly 
average and the highest quarter on 
record since 2010. On a monthly basis, 

home sales were 16.6% above the 
5-year average for the month of March.

March’s sales included 383 single 
detached homes (up 11.2 %) and 110 
condominium type units (up 26.4%) 
which include any property regardless 
of style (ie. semis, townhomes, 
apartment, detached etc). Sales also 
included 38 semi-detached homes 
(down 2.6%) and 42 freehold town-
houses (up 50%). The average sale 
price of all residential sales increased 
5.8% to $371,733 compared to March 
2015. Single detached style homes sold 
for an average price of $428,495, an 
increase of 9.2% compared to last year. 
The average sale price for an apart-
ment style condominium was $211,117, 

a decrease of 11.9%. Townhomes and 
semis sold for an average of $284,226 
(up 9.7%) and $276,562 (up 0.6%) 
respectively.

New roof for 
St. Jacobs hall

Woolwich will spend $178,000 to put 
a new roof on the township-owned 
building at 3 Water St. in St. Jacobs.

Meeting Tuesday night, councillors 
awarded a contract for the work to T. 
Hamilton & Son Roofing Inc. of Scar-
borough, which provided the lowest of 
12 bids. The price tag is $136,000 less 
than the $314,000 the township had 
budgeted for the project.

Half of the building, constructed in 
the ’70s and owned by the township 
for about 25 years, is occupied by the 
St. Jacobs fire hall, while the other 
half is leased to commercial tenants. 
Engineering staff estimate it’s been 20 
years since major repairs were carried 
out on the roof, which has deteriorated 
and is developing water leaks.

Public open 
house planned
in Breslau

The trials and tribulations of its pro-
posed sale of parkland as the home of 
a new school now behind it, Woolwich 

is looking for residents’ input on the 
future of Breslau Memorial Park.

To that end, the township will play 
host at an open house event Apr. 24 at 
the Breslau Community Centre. Along 
with a barbeque and family activities, 
there’ll be a chance for residents to 
interact with councillors and staff, 
providing them with ideas for the next 
steps in revitalizing the public space.

Having passed on the money from 
the Waterloo Catholic District School 
Board, the township will have to 
prioritize where funds will be used to 
make improvements.The event runs 
1-4 p.m. More information can be 
found online at www.woolwich.ca. 

· 8 Therapists Available

· Evening Appointments

· Deep Tissue, Relaxation, 
Sports Injury, Prenatal Massage

· Reflexology

· Matrix Repatterning

· Gift Certificates Available

Krista Sandelli 
OWNER/RMT

Jessica 
Zantinge RMT

Julie Wemp 
RMT

Caitlin Clemmer 
RMT

Julie-Maria 
Schroth RMT

Krista Bauman 
RMT

Lindsay Plantz 
RMT

Steph Gaudet 
RMT

In the old Clock Tower Building
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-3494

· 8 Therapists Available
Caitlin Clemmer 

My Services:

Acquire Wise Counsel
Whether you’re facing a specific legal issue or 
have questions that only a lawyer can properly 
answer, I am here to help. I work hard to support 
you no matter the situation at hand.

(519) 669-1736   scottgraingerlaw.ca

Criminal Law
Real Estate
Wills & Estates
Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Acquire Wise CounselAcquire Wise CounselAcquire Wise Counsel

Serving Waterloo Region, Wellington and Perth County for Over 20 Years

SCOTT GRAINGER LAW
Donation for 
all haircuts

$25
all haircuts

All Proceeds to:
The Walk To End Brain Tumours

Sunday, April 10th  |  12-4pm

www.guysanddolls.ca

112 Oriole Pkwy, Elmira

519-669-8234

• If you have bulk fuel stored 
on your property ensure you 
lock the tank and or dispenser 
to prevent access. Ensure the 
power to the pump is shut off.

• Locate your bulk fuel tanks in 
illuminated areas within view of 
residences. 

• Call the police immediately if 
you witness suspicious activity 
in an area where fuel is stored, 
or if you see a suspicious vehicle 
driving around with no lights 
on.

• Pay extra attention to 
suspicious pickup trucks having 
fuel tanks behind the cab or 
jerry cans in the box that are 

Tips to avoid fuel theft

driving around rural roads near 
your farm. 

• Be a good witness, record 
descriptions of suspicious 
persons and vehicles. If a 
license plate is observed, write 
it down and call the police right 
away. 

• A dog that barks when 
strangers enter onto your 
property is also a good way 
to alert you to possible fuel 
thieves. 

• If strangers enter onto your 
farm during the day, be weary, 
as they may be scoping out 
your property.

a red Honda 50cc mini-bike, a set 
of 4 tires, a black/frey Lincoln MIG 
welder, an orange Stihl chain saw, 
a red/black Honda water pump 
with a 2” pipe attached and a 
Honda generator model 3500. The 
Perth County OPP is requesting 
anyone with information about 
this theft to contact them at 
1-888-310-1122.  Should you wish to 
remain anonymous, you may call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS 
(8477), and you may be eligible 
to receive a cash reward of up to 
$2,000.

8:00 PM | A Perth County 
OPP officer observed an east-
bound motor vehicle travelling 
at a high rate of speed on Line 
86 east of Listowel.  The black 
Dodge sedan was measured 
to be travelling in excess of 50 
kilometres per hour (km/h) over 
the posted 80 km/h speed limit. 
The officer conducted a traffic stop 
on the vehicle and while speaking 
with the male driver observed an 

open container with an alcoholic 
beverage beside him.  The officer 
also detected the odour of an 
alcoholic beverage being emitted 
from the driver’s breath and other 
additional signs of impairment 
were also noted.   The driver 
was arrested and transported to 
the Teviotdale OPP Detachment 
where he failed two breath tests, 
registering readings in excess of 
three times the legal limit. As a 
result, the 44-year-old Barrie man 
was charged with ‘driving while 
ability impaired – motor vehicle 
(alcohol)’ and ‘driving with more 
than 80 mgs. of alcohol in blood.’ 
He was also charged with the 
Highway Traffic Act offence of 
‘race a motor vehicle.’ In addition 
he faces a charge under the Liquor 
Licence Act of Ontario for the 
offence of ‘driving motor vehicle 
with open container of liquor.’ His 
driver’s licence was suspended 
for 90 days and his vehicle was 
impounded for a period of seven 
days as per statute.

Vandals strike Conestogo school, daycare centre
STEVE KANNON

POLICE ARE LOOKING FOR 
suspects after a spate of 
vandalism in Conestogo 
over the weekend. The 
damage closed the Chil-
dren’s Place Nursery School 
for a couple of days and put 
two portables at the nearby 
public school out of com-
mission until midweek.

At the daycare centre on 
Evening Star Lane vandals 
entered the facility, break-
ing a window and door, 
smashing a mirror and 

spraying the inside with a 
fire extinguisher. The build-
ing is owned by Woolwich 
Township, which is on the 
hook for some $5,000 to 
$6,000 in repair and clean-
up costs.

“The repair and cleanup 
work is under the $10,000 
insurance deductible, so 
that work is a cost to the 
township,” explained chief 
administrative officer David 
Brenneman. “The tenant’s 
insurance, though, will ad-
dress cleanup or potential 
replacement costs for child-

care-related equipment.”
The building was closed 

and deemed off limits to 
everyone except township 
staff and contractors until 
the cleanup is complete due 
to safety concerns.

Conestogo Public School 
saw the windows in two 
portables smashed by 
someone with a baseball 
bat. The windows were 
replaced Monday, with the 
classrooms back in service 
by Wednesday, reported 
principal Brian Beney.

 “Nothing was taken – 

there was no break-in. They 
left a baseball bat, but no 
fingerprints unfortunately,” 
he said, noting those in-
volved in the cleanup and 
repairs, particularly the 
tradespeople, were eager to 
get the work done quickly.

“The community really 
pulled together,” said Ben-
ney, adding the limited 
downtime proved relatively 
easy to deal with.

“We had some open class-
rooms to use ... so it wasn’t 
a problem. It wasn’t a lot of 
extra work.”
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“Last year was a slow 
start as well. It was cold in 
the morning, but then it 
got warmed up and it was 
sunny the whole day and 
everyone came out,” Mc-
Govern said.

But when the snow start-
ed coming down halfway 
through the day this year, a 
lot of people with children 
headed home.

The festival sold sausages 
along with the pancakes 
for the first time and they 
never expected them to be 
such a hit. They were sold 
out by noon.

“We had 4,000 patties 
and we were surprised 
how many people wanted 
the sausage with their 
pancakes. We have to re-
evaluate what we’re going 
to order. That’s from Stem-
mler’s in Heidelberg and 

people seemed to recognize 
that name and wanted it for 
their breakfast,” McGovern 
said.

Some of the vendors in 
the mall on Arthur Street 
sold out of their food, too, 
which is a sign there was a 
big crowd.

He says they usually sell 
around 6,000 breakfasts, 
with 3,000 of those being 
single-pancake portions, 
and 3,000 being doubles, 
which works out to 9,000 
pancakes sold and con-
sumed. And then there’s 
the syrup.

“You’re looking at over 
400 litres of syrup that got 
used at the pancake tent. 
How much they sold on the 
mall, I haven’t a clue. How 
much is sold by the road-
side guys, I haven’t a clue. 
We kind of like that. We 
don’t have anything to do 

with the roadside vendors, 
but in a way it kind of adds 
to the flavour of the festi-
val,” McGovern said.

Also new this year was 
the maple syrup competi-
tion, which they’re definite-
ly going to continue next 
year. Maple Tap Farm won 
after being judged against 
11 other syrups. They re-
ceived the festival’s syrup 
order for the pancake tent 
and got the first booth on 
the south side of the mall.

“We’re hoping it’s go-
ing to at least double that 
number of samples for next 
year. I think the word’s get-
ting out the winner kind of 
gets handled quite nicely 
and they get their name out 
there,” McGovern said.

Feedback has been 
largely positive from people 
who attended. He said one 
person did mention they 

missed the craft show, 
which was cancelled this 
year. The festival decided 
not to continue it this year 
because not many people 
were visiting it. It also was 
becoming increasingly 
expensive to rent the gym 
from the high school.

“I used to joke that the 
people went around the 
mall, went to the WMC, 
they got on the wagon, and 
as they drive by the high 
school the husband sees the 
sign ‘craft show’ and he on 
purpose says ‘hey honey’ 
and points to the other side 
of the wagon while it goes 
by,” McGovern laughs.

They brought in the quilt-
ing ladies and put them in 
the WMC instead. They’re 
not sure that’s the right spot 
for them, so they’re going 
to consider a different loca-
tion for next year. 

As for any complaints 
about the vendors in the 
outdoor mall on Arthur 
Street, McGovern says 
every stall can’t be selling 
something maple related.

“You probably notice 
how many people walk 
around with a big turkey leg 
and a pickle on a stick. That 
turkey leg, I think it was 
bigger than my leg. It kind 
of works but then again it’s 
a good question, to try to 
stay true to our maple syrup 
festival. We can’t have every 
second vendor selling apple 
fritters or maple something. 
We have to open up the va-
riety. People were so upset 
last year that the cinnamon 
bun guy didn’t show. We 
had calls two weeks ago, 
they weren’t going to come 
to the festival if the cinna-
mon buy guy wasn’t there. 
We were happy to tell them 

‘oh no he’s paid his money 
and he’s planning to come 
in,’” McGovern said.

As per usual, some 2,000 
volunteers and the commit-
tee of 26 made the festival 
possible.

“There’s something 
about the Elmira people. 
They don’t stand around 
waiting for someone to 
thank them. They just slip 
in and do their job and they 
slip out again. They’re not 
looking for a pat on the 
back. If we lost volunteers 
we’re done. We could not 
put that on without all 
these people helping,” Mc-
Govern said.

And if you’re already 
thinking about next year, 
the date’s been set.

“I’m not fooling, it’s April 
1. I’ve already talked to the 
weather people and it’s go-
ing to be a nice, sunny day.”

MAPLE SYRUP: Festival avoided most of the worst weather, with people still flocking to Elmira
FROM | COVER

2016 ELMIRA MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL / HIGHLIGHTS

Crowds were treated to the usual variety of activities at the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival, including maple candy made in the snow, log sawing, musical performances, pony rides, and photo ops with Flapjack. [WHITNEY NEILSON & LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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519-669-0237

Basics Beauty
& Beyond
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We are located off the 
municipal parking lot,

beside the Mennonite Savings 
and Credit Union

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com

APPLE
iPADs

$14999

Windows 7/10
DESKTOPS

Computer/Laptop/iPad Service: WE FIX ALL BRANDS

Lenovo W500
15.4” DLX. Laptop

$24999

INTEL Core2Duo 2.53GHz
4GB RAM, 160GB HardDrive

High-End Graphics, Win-7Pro

DELL E5520
15.6” Widescreen

$39999

INTEL i5 2.5GHz Processor,
4GB Ram, 320GB Hard Drive

Windows 7 Pro

Lenovo A70z
19” All-In-One

$24999

INTEL Core2Duo 2.8GHz
4GB RAM, 250GB HardDrive

Windows-7 Pro

Acer Travelmate
14” Laptop New!

$39999

INTEL i3 2.4GHz, Windows-7
4GB RAM, 320GB HardDrive

MS-Office Light: Word & Excelstarting from

$14999
from

Maple Smoked 
Sausages

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from April 11th – April 16th

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Fresh Boneless
Cottage

Rolls
Pork Loin Chops

or Roast

Beef Stew

Sweet Pickled

Fresh

REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb.

$4.99

Smoked Pork 
Chops

Store Made

Store Made

Do you have a recipe 
picture for a meat dish 

that you would like to try?
Bring in the picture and let 
us make it look like that!

REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb.

$5.99

REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb.

$2.99 REG. PRICE
$4.69 /lb.

$4.19

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

outside right now.
“I think that a lot of these 

events have multiple ap-
peal. The clean-up is really 
remarkably satisfying and 
on top of that you get to 
meet some community 
folk that you might not 
have met. The Taste of 
Woolwich, it really is a 
wonderful opportunity. We 
produce a lot of food in our 
township but sometimes 
accessing that is like ‘oh 
gosh I really don’t have 
time to drive all over hither 
and yon to source local 
food.’ So there it is all in 
one spot. On top of that we 
give out all of the contact 
information for the ven-
dors,” Rinne said.

Volunteers contributed 
nearly 3,000 hours of their 
time last year to put on 
the event, which stretches 
from mid-April to mid-
May. The first activity is 
Woolwich Community 
Clean-up Day on Apr. 16.

Dr. Emma Allen-Vercoe 
will speak about gut health 
at the Taste of Woolwich 
event.

“We have some really 
interesting speakers that 
are coming this time,” 
Finnie said. “We have a 
presentation on making 
nutritious broth from local 
ingredients, so Jill Weaver 
will be doing a cooking 
demonstration and sharing 
tips for us on that.”

The Local Vocals, Wool-
wich’s community choir 
that was created last year, 
will also be performing that 
night.

“Somebody read some-

where that one of the 
easiest ways to create com-
munity is with a choir. 
Fortunately, we have a 
couple of very enthusiastic 
retired music teachers who 
said ‘oh, sure, we can put 
that together.’ [They] have 
put a tremendous amount 
of effort making it both 
worthwhile and fun and 
you get a real cross section 
of people who just show up, 
who don’t necessarily have 
any impressive vocal skills, 
they just like to sing and 
I’m amazed at what she can 
whip up,” Rinne said. 

The Trees for Woolwich 
group has a goal to plant 
one tree for every Wool-
wich resident, so roughly 
23,500. They’ve planted 
15,000 thus far and have 
a busy spring schedule 
ahead because there’s only 
a three-week window in the 
spring and then again in 
the fall for good tree plant-
ing weather.

“In addition to the stuff 
that we plant we seem to 
be making some progress 
around getting farmers to 
plant windbreaks and liv-
ing snow fences and that 
sort of thing,” said Rinne.

The events run from Apr. 
16 to May 14. A full list of 
activities is available at 
www.healthywoolwich.org.

“It’s about making sure 
that we have first of all, a 
real community, that we’re 
not just a bedroom com-
munity for Kitchener-Wa-
terloo and the whole little 
push to really make sure 
that we both personally 
and in our community as a 
whole are just that little bit 
healthier.”

HEALTHY: Event growing
to become a key part of spring
FROM | 4

2016 ELMIRA MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL / HIGHLIGHTS

Teams from all over the region came out to try their hand at the pancake flipping contest, including members of the Waterloo Region Police. Chief Bryan Larkin (top) is seen launching 
a pancake. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE Municipal 
Elections Act are unlikely to have much impact 
in the townships, but they should be welcomed 
nonetheless.

Among changes that include shortening the campaign pe-
riod and regulating third-party spending, the province will 
give municipalities the option of shifting to ranked ballots. 
Under a ranked-ballot system, voters number their choice 
of candidate. If no candidate wins a majority of number-one 
picks, then voters’ second and third choices are tabulated 
until a candidate achieves more than 50 per cent of the vote.

The goal is to ensure winners have some measure of sup-
port among a majority of voters.

Under the current first-past-the-post system, a candidate 
running in a field of five could conceivably win a seat with 
20 per cent of the vote. In some races, that allows for a divi-
sive politician with a small, but ardent base to win an elec-
tion, especially at the municipal level where voter turnout is 
low – sometimes less than 20 per cent. 

While ranked ballots are one of many longstanding elec-
tion reform options, the idea really took off in earnest prior 
to the 2014 municipal election. In Toronto. Where there just 
happened to be a mayor in power (the late Rob Ford) who 
ruffled many feathers but was adored by a faction of the 
electorate (Ford Nation). Under a ranked system, it’s unlikely 
someone like Ford would ever make it to the mayor’s chair.

It was purely coincidental, of course, that the provincial 
Liberals began consultations about these reforms at that 
time.

Suspicious motivations notwithstanding, it would be hard 
to argue against such changes. Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships sometimes have difficulty fielding candidates, so 
the kind of vote splitting that propels fringe candidates up 
the middle is unlikely. Nor are there major financial incen-
tives to game the system. (Given the plethora of legal woes 
related to poor paperwork, Woolwich might benefit from 
simplified campaign finance rules, however.)

Even at the cities and regional government, we’ve seen 
little of the drama more commonplace in Toronto and larger 
centres – though a ranking system might have done a bet-
ter job of clearing out the deadwood at the region, though 
perhaps next time as the poor choices (LRT) put voters in the 
mood for change and/or retribution. 

Which brings us to keeping an eye on which way local 
officials will lean. The provincial legislation would give the 
choice to individual municipalities. With the regional struc-
ture here, all eight municipal entities may have to be on-
board with the changes – there’s a meeting next week to get 
the ball rolling. Concern for incumbents, who have a large 
edge in municipal politics, shouldn’t enter the picture.

Advocates of reform point out that ranked ballots make 
elections more democratic. The system eliminates vote-
splitting and reduces the importance of strategic voting. 
It can also lead to more positive campaigns, as a scorched-
earth blitz that rallies true-blue supporters isn’t effective 
when a candidate is trying to woo opponents’ supporters as 
the second or third choice. 

Ranked ballots are in essence an instant runoff vote, fa-
vouring inclusive candidates over divisive ones. It can also 
help prevent the victory of “oopsie” candidates who periodi-
cally win seats despite appearing to bring little, if anything 
to the table.

Not perfect, but any step towards real reform should be  
embraced rather than smothered by a reluctant bureaucracy 
and entrenched politicians.

On the road to 
overdue reforms 
of voting system

After the Syrian army 
recaptured the city of Pal-
myra from Islamic State 
a week ago, U.S. State De-
partment spokesman John 
Kirby admitted that the 
liberation of the ancient 
city was a “good thing.” But 
he could not resist adding: 
“We’re also mindful, of 
course, that the best hope 
for Syria and the Syrian 
people is not an expansion 
of [President] Bashar al-
Assad’s ability to tyrannize 
the Syrian people.”

This was entirely in line 
with the longstanding U.S. 
policy of seeking to destroy 
both Islamic State and the 
Syrian government (i.e. the 
Assad regime) at the same 
time. But that was never 
more than wishful think-
ing, especially as the Unit-
ed States was quite sensibly 
determined not to commit 
its own ground troops to 
the conflict.

If the Syrian army actu-
ally had collapsed (as was 
looking quite likely before 
the Russians intervened 
to save it last September), 

What would a Syrian peace deal look like?
nothing could have pre-
vented Islamic State and 
the rival Islamist forces 
of the Nusra Front from 
taking the whole country. 
They might then have 
fought each other for con-
trol, but all of Syria would 
have ended up under ex-
treme Islamist rule.

But the opposite is not 
true. The revival of the 
Syrian army, and even its 
reconquest of Palmyra, 
does not mean that the 
Assad regime can destroy 
Islamic State, let alone re-
gain control of the whole 
country. Nor does Russia 
have any intention of help-
ing President Assad to 
pursue such an ambitious 
goal, as Moscow made clear 
by withdrawing most of the 
Russian combat aircraft 
from Syria two weeks ago.

Russia’s strategy has 
been more modest and 
realistic from the start. It 
was to restore the military 
stalemate that had persist-
ed until the spring of 2015, 
and to convince the re-
maining non-Islamist rebel 
groups that they had no 
chance of somehow riding 
to power on the coat-tails 
of an Islamist victory over 
the Assad regime.

This hope was as delu-

sional as the American 
policy in Syria. By mid-
2015 between 80 per cent 
and 90 per cent of the Syr-
ian rebels actively fighting 
the Assad regime belonged 
to Islamic State or to al-
Qaeda’s Syrian franchise, 
the Nusra Front, and its 
Islamist allies in Ahrar 
al-Sham. Moreover, the 
remainder of the rebels, the 
non-fanatics or so-called 
“moderates,” were mostly 
allied to the Nusra Front.

This curious alliance 
came to pass mostly be-
cause the Nusra Front 
wanted to avoid the Ameri-
can and “coalition” bombs 
that were falling on Islamic 
State. So it created a broad-
er alliance called the “Army 
of Islam” that wrapped 
these small “moderate” 
groups around the Islamist 
core, and the United States 
fell for it. Or at least Ameri-
can propaganda fell for it.

The Russians cheerfully 
bombed all these forces 
indiscriminately, making 
no distinction between Is-
lamists and the allies of Is-
lamists. The United States 
ritually condemned the 
attacks on the latter groups 
(always described as “mod-
erates”), and the Russians 
cheerfully ignored that too.

And after five months, 
when most of the “moder-
ates” had been persuaded 
that they were never going 
to gain power through an 
alliance with the Islamists, 
Moscow proposed a cease-
fire that would include the 
“moderates” but exclude 
the Islamists. That cease-
fire has now been in effect 
for almost a month.

The negotiators for these 
moderate groups are still 
demanding the departure 
of Assad from power as the 
price of a permanent cease-
fire. They haven’t a prayer 
of getting such a sweet 
deal, but the Russians are 
putting pressure on Assad 
to come up with a formula 
of words, however vague, 
that will persuade them to 
accept amnesty and come 
in from the cold without 
losing too much face.

The Islamists, although 
largely surrounded and 
blockaded, will not be 
defeated any time soon 
by military force, but they 
are growing weaker and 
may fall to fighting among 
themselves.

And the Syrian Kurds, 
the only American allies 
on the ground in Syria, will 

DYER | 10

Even after a good airing, that some stenches tend to linger appears to be lost on some people.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Caught red-handed, Wynne belatedly sees flaws in corrupt fundraising efforts

Canadians, most of 
whom have a love-hate re-
lationship with politicians 
(we love to hate them), are 
generally cynical about 
elected officials, mostly at 
the provincial and federal 
levels. We generalize two 
kinds of politician: those 
on the take, and those who 
haven’t yet been caught.

The latest in a long line 
of corruption and scandals 
at Queen’s Park – unethi-
cal and legally question-
able influence-pedalling/
fundraising tactics – serve 
only to reinforce the no-
tion that politicians are 
in it for themselves, and 
that money begets power 
and favours. Couple that 
with the countless other 
instances of outright graft 
and it’s no surprise we’re a 
cynical lot.

Reeling from revelations 
of fundraising quotas and 
the selling of access to 
the premier and cabinet 
ministers, Wynne at first 
denied the practice, then 
downplayed it before this 

week calling on opposition 
parties to help draft reform 
legislation. 

“I am committed to 
phasing out corporate 
and union donations to 
political parties and re-
ducing the amount that 
individuals can donate,” 
Wynne writes in a letter to 
the leaders of the NDP and 
Conservatives. “My govern-
ment remains committed 
to enhancing the integrity 
of the election finance sys-
tem and protecting the 
public interest.”

Not surprisingly, she 
hedges on the commit-
ment, offering no quick 
solutions to a longstanding 
problem, though feeling 
the heat she quickly prom-
ised to move up reforms 
to this spring rather than 
the fall when she’d hoped 
the issue would have died 
down.

Almost assuredly, 
whatever measures are fi-
nally adopted won’t go far 
enough: an outright ban on 
donations and third-party 
advertising. Real demo-
cratic reform would also 
end lobbying, as well as 
the revolving door between 
government and corpora-
tions/lobbyists.

Such a dream goes well 
beyond 4K Technicolor.

As it stands right now 
in Ontario, individuals, 
companies and unions can 
contribute $9,775 annually 
to the party of their choice, 
plus the same amount 
again during an election 
campaign. If they’ve got 
another $6,650 each year, 
they can pass that along to 
the constituency associa-
tions. During an election 
campaign, donors can 
scratch out another cheque 
in that amount to various 
candidates, not to exceed 
$1,330 for any one candi-
date.

A comparison to the 
larger federal campaigns 
does not put Ontario in a 
favourable light. Federal 
rules ban corporate and 
union donations, limiting 
individuals to a maximum 
of $1,525 to each party an-
nually, plus another $1,525 
to the riding associations 
and candidates of each 
party.

Still considered the bas-
tion of corruption – old 
habits die hard – Quebec 
puts every other jurisdic-
tion to shame when it 
comes to election finance 
reform. Along with ban-

ning donations from corpo-
rations, unions and other 
organizations, the province 
caps individual contribu-
tions at $100. It also limits 
third-party spending as 
part of the toughest con-
trols on election financing 
in the country.

It’s an example every 
other government in Cana-
da should follow, suggests 
public-interest watchdog 
Democracy Watch. The 
group has called on eth-
ics commissioners across 
the country, and particu-
larly in scandal-plagued 
Ontario and B.C., to issue 
rulings prohibiting politi-
cians from taking part in 
private fundraising events 
because they violate the 
rules in conflict-of-interest 
laws. Politicians are es-
sentially selling exclusive 
access, with no public dis-
closure. 

“Big donations made at 
private fundraising events 
where the politician is 
essentially selling access 
to themselves are a clear 
violation of conflict-of-
interest laws that prohibit 
politicians across Canada 
from accepting gifts con-
nected with their posi-
tions,” says Duff Conacher, 

co-founder of Democracy 
Watch and visiting profes-
sor University of Ottawa. 
“If ethics commissioners 
across Canada don’t issue 
rulings that these unethi-
cal fundraising events are 
illegal, they will not only 
be negligently ignoring 
the law, they will also be 
approving corrupting rela-
tionships between donors 
and politicians.”

The organization finds 
plenty of shortcomings 
in the systems currently 
in place across the coun-
try, arguing that outside 
of Quebec they are all 
undemocratic in various 
ways. B.C., Newfoundland 
and Labrador, Prince Ed-
ward Island, and the Yukon 
are the worst as they allow 
unlimited donations from 
corporations, unions and 
other organizations, and 
individuals, even if they 
are not located in or don’t 
live in the jurisdiction. 
Saskatchewan is almost as 
bad, with the only differ-
ence being that individual 
donors have to be a Cana-
dian citizen, Democracy 
Watch notes.

Ontario, New Brunswick, 
Nunavut and the North-
west Territories follow suit 

because they allow un-
democratically high dona-
tions from corporations, 
unions and organizations 
(and New Brunswick al-
lows those donations to 
come from outside the 
province).

And while the fed-
eral government, Alberta, 
Manitoba and Nova Scotia 
have banned corporate and 
union donations, they still 
allow undemocratically 
high donations that only 
wealthy people can afford, 
the group argues.

Wynne’s selling of access 
at exclusive, high-priced 
events circumvents the 
democratic process, a clear 
signal of who the system is 
designed to benefit ... while 
the politicians pocket the 
immediate benefits and  
bank the future quid pro 
quo.

“Any politician who 
claims that the donations 
are funnelled to a party or 
riding association before 
they are used for the politi-
cian’s election campaign, 
and therefore selling ac-
cess to themselves is fine, 
is hiding behind a corrupt 
façade,” argues Conacher. 

What is your favourite maple treat at the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival?

“The syrup.”

 » Bryce McFadden

“The maple cones.”

 » Sam Gow

“Just the syrup.”

 » Riley Snider

“Maple syrup.”

 » Elijah Weiss

“Maple chocolate and syrup.”

 » Eric Kane

“The Islamists, although largely surrounded and blockaded, will not be defeated any time soon by military force ...” Gwynne Dyer | 8

KANNON | 10



10 | COMMENT THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2016

THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Some kind of deal is 
needed to stop all the shooting
FROM | 8

 » Panama Papers

35 years already?
Time sure flies when 

you’re having fun! 

Thank you Tim Baillargeon
For your dedication, your humour and 

your professionalism. We certainly 
appreciate and value your contribution to 

Weber’s Fabricating over the years.
Congratulations from everyone at 

Weber’s for reaching this milestone!

When “That 
will never 
happen 
to me” 
happens.

1201022CN State Farm Canadian Head Office, Aurora, Ontario

I'm ready to help.

There’s never a good time for 
an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count 
on State Farm® to be there 
quickly so you can get your life 
back to normal. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Jeff Watkin, Agent
151 Frobisher Dr, Ste A204
Waterloo, ON  N2V 2C9
Bus: 519-886-4470
jeff.watkin.icjk@statefarm.com

probably manage to hold 
on to the long strip of ter-
ritory they control along 
the border with Turkey. 
However, they may have 
to settle for being an “au-
tonomous province” within 
Syria if they wish to avoid a 
Turkish invasion.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin’s goal was to iso-
late the Islamists and rec-
oncile the rest of the rebels 
with the Assad regime, and 
it is well on the way to ac-
complishment. It will not 
be a happy ending for any 
of the groups involved in 

the Syrian civil war, but it 
is the least bad outcome 
that can now be realisti-
cally imagined.

It will not put an end 
to all the fighting on Syr-
ian territory. Not all the 
refugees will want to come 
home to such a country, 
and the terrorism abroad 
will continue. (But then, 
it would continue even if 
Islamic State disappeared 
– you don’t need a state to 
plan terrorist attacks.)

When no decisive victory 
is possible for any side, 
it makes sense to stop as 
much of the shooting as 
possible.

Some 11.5 million documents from the world’s fourth-largest 
offshore law firm, Mossack Fonseca, implicate arms traders, human 
traffickers, drug dealers, con artists and 143 politicians—a veritable 
who’s who of global leaders, including 12 current or former heads 
of state, along with their families and friends. Revealed are details 
of some 214,000 shell companies. 

 » Dennis Howlett, executive director of Canadians for Tax Fairness, comments on the 
Panama Papers, some 11 million leaked documents and a year-long investigation effort 
by 400 journalists in more than 80 countries

“This shows the scourge of the tax haven problem and the global 
financial industry that feeds on it. Elected officials, celebrities, and 
the rich and famous are involved - we are starting to get a better 
idea of why there is so much pushback to change things.”

 » From the Apr. 4, 2009 edition of The Observer

The Woolwich Counselling Centre held its grand opening last 
weekend in the newly named Joyce Gladwell Building. Gladwell 
was surprised and delighted by the announcement, which her 
family managed to keep a secret from her. The announcement was 
made by her husband Graham, who offered some reminiscences of 
the early years of the centre.

KANNON: Only when caught 
does Wynne decry the practice
FROM | 9
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“Any ethics commissioner 
with integrity will end this 
unethical charade by issu-
ing a ruling that exclusive, 
high-priced fundraising 
events violate the rule 
that prohibits receiving 
gifts that is in every con-
flict of interest law across 
Canada.”

Wynne and Co. have also 
worked hard to conceal 
the big-spending donors, 
though those seeking –and 
clearly winning – influence 
aren’t the average Ontarian.

Surveys consistently 
show that a large majority 
of us believe governments 
are driven by wealthy in-
terest groups, especially 
corporate donors, and that 
governments regularly act 

unethically to help their 
business friends and are 
not doing enough to stop 
corruption. Surveys also 
show that a large majority 
of Canadians support plac-
ing strict limits on the in-
fluence of wealthy interests 
in politics.

When these interests 
are bankrolling the politi-
cal process in secret, it is 
that much harder for other 
voices to be heard. Many of 
citizen groups who lobby 
for progressive reforms 
in Canada understand all 
too well the influence that 
powerful corporate lob-
bies can use to halt these 
reforms.

Few if any of these con-
siderations make their way 
into legislation protecting 
the system and citizens.
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SPORTS
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GALEA | 12

OPEN
COUNTRY

Some tips 
for adding 
a new rod 
to your 
collection

YESTERDAY, WHILE TELL-
ING A friend about the new 
9-weight fly rod I picked 
up for pike, he said some-
thing that I found very old-
fashioned and somewhat 
troubling.

“What’s the boss of your 
house going to say when 
she sees that?” he said 
smugly.

Frankly, I was shocked 
by this. First, that he as-
sumed my spouse and I 
were not absolute equals 
in our relationship. And, 
second, that he thought I, a 
mature man in my 50s, had 
not already come up with a 
really good plan.

I’ve written about this 
before, but I think it bears 
repeating. You cannot call 
yourself a serious angler 
these days unless you have 
mastered the art of smug-
gling expensive fishing 
rods into your house. 

Of course it’s not easy. 
When you purchase your 
first expensive fishing rod, 
your spouse is sure to no-
tice. There is really no way 
around it. 

She might not make a big 
deal of it, but she will say, 
“I bet that’s an expensive 
fishing rod.”

To which you’ll reply, 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA
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THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS bid adieu to six of 
their veteran players last 
week with their semi-final 
loss to the Stratford Cul-
litons. 

This was the final season 
of junior hockey for Zac 
Coulter, Rob Kohli, Jake 
Moggy, Mackenzie Mac-
Sorley, Kalob Witzell and 
Kevin Fitzpatrick.

While all were integral 

Time to say goodbye
With key parts of the team aging out of league, Kings management has much to do in the off season

WHITNEY NEILSON to the team’s success this 
year, Coulter and Kohli 
stand out for their dedica-
tion to the team.

“I don’t know that we’ll 
see many guys like that,” 
said Elmira’s director of 
hockey operations, Jeff 
Snyder. 

“They both played four 
years in Elmira. I don’t 
know that we’ll see that 
very often anymore. And 
they were both such key 
contributors to us and just 

represent the type of player 
that we want in Elmira. 
They’re both great team 
guys, more than willing to 
be involved in the commu-
nity and do their work and 
understand how important 
that is to the Sugar King 
organization.”

Coulter set records in 
the Greater Ontario Junior 
Hockey League for both 
most games played (second 
overall) and total points 
(third overall). Snyder says 

he was an offensive con-
tributor for the team ever 
since they acquired him. 
He was one of the assistant 
captains this year, along 
with Moggy and Ethan 
Skinner.

“I just thought he im-
proved so much in the rest 
of his game beside scoring 
and he did such a great job 
helping to lead our new 
guys this year. We had so 
many new guys to try to 
break in and he set a great 

example,” Snyder said.
And the same goes for 

Kohli who was an assistant 
captain last year and wore 
the big C this year.

“Again, he just epito-
mized what we want our 
Sugar King players to be 
like. I think he played 
the best hockey that he’s 
played for us in the playoffs 
this year. He’s always been 
a really good player but he 

KINGS | 12

Zac Coulter

Jake Moggy

Rob Kohli

Mackenzie MacSorley

Kevin Fitzpatrick

Kalob Witzell
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“How did you know? The 
titanium guides? The 
Grade-A cork handle? The 
attention to detail in the 
guide wraps?”

And she will answer, “No, 
this is the first one you’ve 
brought to bed.”

Fortunately, it gets 
easier. 

There comes a point in 
an angler’s life where you 
can simply rely on the 

safety of the herd. This 
happens when you have so 
many fishing rods in the 
herd that no one but you 
would notice if one came or 
went. I have, happily, ar-
rived at that point.

Until you get there, how-
ever, you must rely on guile 
and cunning. One of my 
favourite ways of getting 
buy-in on a second rod is 
the old broken rod trick.

New anglers believe that 
a broken rod is a horrible 

thing. Experienced anglers 
understand, however, that it 
is a joyous opportunity and 
cause for celebration – so 
long as the rod is not yours. 

Basically, the old broken 
rod trick works like this. Af-
ter a fishing trip, leave your 
rod in the back seat of your 
truck or some other place 
no one in their right mind 
would ever look. Then, with 
a broken fishing rod bor-
rowed from a friend, walk 
into the kitchen. Once there, 

lay the broken rod on the 
table, look at it and mope 
or sob quietly until your 
spouse eventually notices 
that she can’t set the table 
for dinner until you move.

At this point, she might 
ask, “Are you going to re-
move that 5-piece rod from 
the table?” 

This is your golden op-
portunity to tell her it was a 
4-piece rod until it ran into 
the car door. 

Naturally, she will as-

sume that you broke it and 
the rod is yours. 

Typically, it takes a week 
of spontaneous crying and 
the wearing of sunglasses 
and a black arm band be-
fore most spouses will say, 
“Have you ever considered 
taking up jogging?”

That’s when it’s time 
to sit on the couch and 
threaten to binge-watch 
fishing shows for the entire 
weekend. 

My experience is this will 

immediately cause her to 
panic and say, “Maybe you 
should get another rod and 
actually go fishing.”

And that is how you get 
your second rod.

The good news is you 
can hold your head up 
high because you were not 
dishonest. But there’s even 
an upside if she discovers 
your ploy after the fact and 
thinks differently: You’ll 
have a broken rod to lend 
a friend

GALEA: Fishing around for ways to get yet another new rod into the house
FROM | 11

really stepped it up in the 
playoffs,” Snyder said.

It was hard to fathom 
when the GOJHL Mid-
Western Conference named 
its all-star teams why Coul-
ter was left off the list.

“It’s very disappointing. 
I thought for sure he would 
be on the all-star team for 
the league. I understand it’s 
tough competition, but I 
think he led our conference 
in goals and was second in 
the whole GOJHL. I was 
very disappointed that he 
didn’t get recognized for 
that. I thought he was one of 
the most dangerous players 
in our league and for what-
ever reason he just didn’t 
get voted in. I thought he 
deserved a lot better than 
that,” Snyder said.

He notes Connor Cole 
from the Kitchener Dutch-
men was fourth in the 
whole GOJHL, and didn’t 
get in either. 

“But it just goes to show 
you sometimes when there’s 
voting involved how there 
can be other agendas in-
volved, maybe,” Snyder said.

He adds he thought 
Coulter would be recog-
nized last year and when 
that didn’t happen he was 
sure it would this year.

Snyder explains why 
Coulter and Kohli stuck 
with the team for so long, 
while many players switch 
from year to year.

“We just did our exit in-
terviews with our players 
the other night and you 
ask players about how they 
liked it in Elmira and to a 
man everybody said they 

loved it. They get treated 
great by the organization, 
the fan support’s awesome. 
We have that meal after the 
home games up in the front 
room and they loved that. 
I think they just feel a real 
part of their community 
and I think they also know 
what to expect from year 
to year at Elmira. We try to 
be competitive every year, 
but they know they’re go-
ing to get treated fairly and 
I think that means a lot to 
them,” Snyder said.

Head coach Ty Canal 
notes Coulter and Kohli will 
be missed next season, as 
the team looks to fill at least 
seven spots on the team.

“It’s impressive to play 
that long in a league and 
especially for as long as 
he did with the one team. 
I think the big thing with 
those guys is they com-
peted and they played for 
one another and I think 
that really showed to the 
young guys, which is a 
huge benefit. They didn’t 
take nights off. They didn’t 
take practices off. They 
wanted to be a team player 
and they wanted to win as 
a team and stay together as 
a team and it started with 
those guys for sure that 
have been in the league for 
awhile. I think it definitely 
translated as we got closer 
to the playoffs and through 
the playoffs.”

The Kings added Mac-
Sorley, Moggy, Witzell and 
Fitzpatrick to their roster 
this year, despite it being 
their last year of junior 
hockey eligibility. He says 
adding MacSorley back in 
October was a huge addi-

tion to the team.
“He was a tremendous 

player for us and again 
was a great kid, which we 
are always looking for. He 
became available and we 
pursued him and he had a 
number of teams obviously 
interested in him but he 
chose to come to Elmira. I 
thought he was just a great 
fit for our team. He did 
everything that was asked 
of him and more. It’s great 
to get those kids involved 
in your organization if you 
can,” Snyder said.

He says they were feeling 
like their team was on the 
younger side and they need-
ed some more veteran play-
ers to round out the group.

“I would think he’s one 
of the fastest guys that ever 
played for us,” Snyder adds.

When Snyder took over 
as director of hockey op-
erations at the end of last 
season he immediately 
thought of hometown boy 
Moggy who was playing for 
Cambridge at the time.

“I thought right away 
I’d really like to get him 
back to Elmira to finish his 
career in Elmira. I really 
think it’s important that if 
there’s guys from Elmira 
who can play in the league 
and he certainly can, we’d 
like to get them on our 
team. I think he was re-
ally thankful to finish his 
career in Elmira as well,” 
Snyder said.

Coulter is considering 
playing hockey at the uni-
versity level or at Division 
3 schools in the U.S. Kohli 
is also looking at playing 
university hockey. 

MacSorley’s thinking 

about transferring from 
Conestoga College to play 
university hockey as well. 
Witzell may try out for the 
Wilfrid Laurier University 
team, as a current student 
there. Moggy might play 
for the University of 
Guelph team, where he’s a 
student. Fitzpatrick is look-
ing at Division 3 schools.

“They’re all looking to 
continue their careers at 
school. Hopefully it works 
out for them. Division 3 in 
the states is kind of an ex-
pensive proposition some-
times so they have to weigh 
that out too,” Snyder said.

Sugar Kings defenceman 
Alex Peterson was signed 
by the Kitchener Rang-
ers on Mar. 31. He was the 
team’s ninth round pick 
(171st overall) in the 2015 
OHL Priority Selection.

He had a Division 1 offer 
at a school in the U.S. but 
decided to pursue hockey 
with the Rangers.

“I think he’s got a bright 
future in the game as well, 
Snyder said.

The Sugar Kings scouts 
are already busy recruiting. 
They expect a good base to 
return next year. Zack Cam-
eron played 10 games for 
them this year and they ex-
pect him to be a good player 
for them next season.

They could potentially 
add Klayton Hoelscher’s 
brother Mitch to the team, 
but Snyder says he might 
go fairly high in the OHL 
draft on Saturday.

Regardless, Snyder says 
they’re looking forward to a 
competitive 2016-17 season.

“We’re excited about 
next year.”

KINGS: Their playoffs over, Kings say goodbye to six players
FROM | 11

GIRLS COME OUT IN DROVES
TO TRY HOCKEY IN ELMIRA

Some of the girls at the Come and Try Girls Hockey event on Sunday were there to share their 
expertise with others who have never played the game. 

lay the broken rod on the sume that you broke it and immediately cause her to 

 Fishing around for ways to get yet another new rod into the house

Alex Peterson was signed 

ers on Mar. 31. He was the 
team’s ninth round pick 
(171st overall) in the 2015 
OHL Priority Selection.

He had a Division 1 offer 
at a school in the U.S. but 
decided to pursue hockey 

“I think he’s got a bright 
future in the game as well, 

The Sugar Kings scouts 
are already busy recruiting. 
They expect a good base to 
return next year. Zack Cam-
eron played 10 games for 
them this year and they ex-
pect him to be a good player 

They could potentially 
add Klayton Hoelscher’s 
brother Mitch to the team, 
but Snyder says he might 
go fairly high in the OHL 

Regardless, Snyder says 
they’re looking forward to a 
competitive 2016-17 season.

Girls from age 4 and up were invited to try out 
the game of hockey at Dan Snyder Arena on 
Sunday afternoon. Some 60 girls took to the ice,  
learning to pass pucks and skate backwards. 
[LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

ZAC 
COULTER

Regular season points

2012-13...............34
2013-14...............38
2014-15...............64
2015-16...............79

GOJHL CAREER

Total games played - 245 
(2nd all time in the league)

Total game points - 255 
(3rd all time in the league)

ROB 
KOHLI

Regular season points

2012-13...............12
2013-14...............18
2014-15...............34
2015-16...............39

GOJHL CAREER

Total games played 182 

Total game points 103 

JAKE 
MOGGY

GOJHL CAREER

Total games played
142 

KALOB 
WITZELL

GOJHL CAREER

Total games played
122 

MACKENZIE 
MACSORLEY

GOJHL CAREER

Total games played
93 

KEVIN 
FITZPATRICK

GOJHL CAREER

Total games played
76
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2 Park Ave. W., Elmira
519-669-5493

The Elmira Medical Clinic is pleased to announce that we will be accepting a limited number of

who reside in Woolwich Township, into our practice.If interested, please call our office for details, between the hours of 9AM & 5PM, Monday to Friday.

NOW ACCEPTING

Elmira Medical Centre

NEW PATIENTS

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN BUSINESSCELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN BUSINESSCELEBRATING 20 YEARS IN BUSINESS

• Born & Raised in Elmira
• Grand daughter of Levi & Melinda Shantz
• Supporting Community for 20 years.

Juliane Shantz
B.A. (Hons), M.CI.SC, AuD,
Doctor of Audiology

ELMIRA  519-669-4425

The Clock Tower Wellness Centre
 w w w.earandhear ingc l in i c . com

FREE Hearing Consultation

Do you want to get rid of all 
that Noise in your head?

Did you know that we offer 
Tinnitus retraining therapy?

Call us for details.

Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all Do you want to get rid of all 

Grand daughter of Levi & Melinda Shantz

WOOLWICH WILD TEAMS 
CONTINUE to rack up the 
hardware, bringing home 
two silver and two gold 
medals last weekend. And 
three teams are off to pro-
vincials this weekend.

Woolwich Wild presi-
dent Kevin Schmitt jokes 
it’s been a “pretty decent 
season.”

The Woolwich Wild 
PeeWee B and Atom Local 
League teams won gold, 
while the Midget BB and 
Intermediate Local League 
brought home silver. 

The Midget BB, PeeWee 
B, and Atom BB are off to 
provincials.

He notes the Midget BBs 
have had a great season.

“This will be the last year 
for a lot of them because 
they’re going to be going 
out to school. It’s nice for 
them to do that,” Schmitt 
said.

They had a 48-4-4 re-
cord. 

The PeeWee B team also 
had a successful season 
with a 43-2-8 record, along 
with winning some tourna-
ments. The Atom BB team 
had a 26-8-5 record, not 
bad for a team of 10-year-
olds.

“They’ve won a tourna-
ment, they won one down 
in London. They lost last 
weekend in the third round 
of Lower Lakes. They were 
all 1-0 games, which is 
good and bad. Unfortu-
nately they’re not going 
to Lower Lakes where we 
had hoped, but they still 
qualified for provincials,” 
Schmitt said.

The Atom Local League 
team is 25-7-3 and finished 
second in three tourna-
ments. The Intermediate 
Local League holds a 33-6 
record, won a gold medal 

It’s been a good stretch for girls’ hockey teams
Woolwich Wild clubs raking in the hardware, with three facing off  in provincial matches this weekend

WHITNEY NEILSON

at the Jason Cripps Tour-
nament and won gold in 
Brampton.

Of Woolwich Wild’s 
seven rep teams, three are 
going to provincials. He 
says this is impressive for a 
centre of Woolwich’s size. 

“Local league, we had 
two out of six go to finals, 
which is also quite stagger-
ing when you think about 
all the teams that are in-
volved,” Schmitt said.

He says it’s important to 
celebrate the association’s 
small victories and help 
bring more girls into the 
sport.

They have more than 200 
players and that number is 
growing every year.

The mandate of provin-
cials is that every region 
in the OWHA is repre-
sented and most teams 
have to qualify. Schmitt 
notes that some teams 

may not have to qualify 
based on their population 
and geographical area. 
The Woolwich teams 
had to qualify through a 
round robin.

Schmitt attributes the 
association’s success this 
year in large part to the 
coaching staff.

“They’re really pushing 
the girls and it has to do 
with some of the player 
development. Our midget, 
some of them have been 
together for probably close 
to 10 years. I think it was 
2006 the last time they had 
placed and brought a ban-
ner home, girls of that age 
group. So it’s been 10 years 
and they’re going back. 
They’ve played together for 
a while that they get a good 
chemistry going,” Schmitt 
said.

And, of course, the girls 
should be applauded for 
their hard work to make 
it to the finals and pro-
vincials. Competing in 
provincials and the Lower 
Lakes finals is no longer an 

automatic.
He adds the last time 

they brought home a ban-
ner from Lower Lakes was 
three years ago, so it’s ex-
citing for the girls.

Laura McIntosh will 
be their guest speaker at 
the association’s annual 
banquet later this month. 
She’s an assistant coach for 
Wilfrid Laurier University 
and plays in the Canadian 
Womens’ Hockey League. 
She did the Woolwich Wild 
skills development this 
year and she’ll be doing it 

again next year.
Next year looks to be 

promising as well after a 
big turn out to the Come 
and Try Girls Hockey 
event last weekend, the 
largest since its inaugural 
year.

“We had 29 girls come 
out on Sunday, phenom-
enal. And they weren’t all 
young ones, which was 
kind of nice. There were 19 
that are potential rookies 
that came out. So hopefully 
most of those sign up,” 
Schmitt said.

The Woolwich Wildcats Novice LL3 won the LL C Championship. Front row: Declan Martin, Brodi Gibson, Logan McLachlan, Adam Lavigne, Tommy Madison, Ewan Coghlin, Casey Dronick, 
Carson Staken, Anand Ghali, Reed Snyder, Gavin Sager. Back row: Haiden Wagner, Owen McAdam, Carter Crummer, Luke Forbes, Taylor Weber. Coaches: Jamie Crummer, Ian McAdam, Trevor 
Dronick, Dave Forbes. [SUBMITTED]

NOVICE LL3 TEAM CLAIMS CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE

The Woolwich Wild PeeWee B team won gold at the Lower Lakes Female Hockey League Best of the Best 2016 championships in North York 
last weekend, the first title from that tournament since 2007. [SUBMITTED]

The Woolwich Wild Atom LL team won the gold medal in the KMHA Pool A championship final with a 
2-1 victory over the Ayr Rockets on Apr. 2. Front: Makenna Kroetsch. Second row: Emily Martin, Bella 
Roth, Reese Talbot, Katie Brubacher, Tiana Bender, Nora Beatty. Third row: Emily Sargent, Kyla Bloch, 
Hailey Brubacher, Kelsey Brubacher, Karli Gingrich, Alison Martin, Claire Jacklin. Forth row: trainer and 
coaches Melissa Roth, Ken Martin, Joe Jacklin, Kirby Gingrich, Brad Talbot. [SUBMITTED]
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WHILE THE WEATHER 
ISN’T ideal for hitting the 
trails right now, organiz-
ers are hopeful spring will 
have sprung in two weeks 
for the annual Woolwich 
Great Ride ‘n’ Stride on 
Apr. 24.

The fundraiser brings 
people together in com-
munities across Canada to 
complete a 4 km, 10 km or 
20 km course by walking, 
running, or biking to raise 
funds for the Canadian 
Cancer Society.

Sarah Bradshaw, organiz-
er of the Woolwich event, 
says they try to always 
bring in a guest speaker 
who’s been affected by can-
cer. Last year EDSS student 
Colton Kuepfer shared his 
story about losing part of 

A FAMILIAR FACE FOR 
Elmira residents, retired 
Waterloo Regional Police 
officer Allan Dickson, has 
just returned home from 
representing the province 
at a national curling com-
petition coming up one 
rock short from a win.

The Canadian Police 
Curling Championships 
took place in Chilliwack, 
B.C. from Mar. 25 to Apr. 2.

Dickson retired from the 
WRPS in January of last 
year, where he spent the 
last bit of his career man-
ning the front desk at the 
Elmira detachment follow-
ing extensive leg surgery. 
He spent 26 years on the 
local police force.

Dickson, along with 
teammates skip Garth 
Mitchell from RCMP 
Stoney Creek, vice retired 
OPP officer Don Shane, and 
lead Saugeen Shores Police 
chief Dan Rivett, were up 
against Team Saskatch-
ewan in the finals. They 
came close to winning it 
all, if it weren’t for a few 
pesky rocks. 

“Saskatchewan won 
the whole shebang,” said 
Dickson. “In the third end, 
we had a chance to get a 
couple of points, but they 
made a few good shots and 
stole two on us. It’s curling, 
though. It happens.”

This is the third time 
Dickson has represented 
Ontario at the Canadian 

WHITNEY NEILSON

Cancer fundraisers something personal for so many
Almost everyone has been touched in some way by the disease, says organizer of the Woolwich Great Ride ‘n’ Stride event

his leg to bone cancer. 
“This year Donna Lenz 

has agreed to share her 
experience. She is a retired 
music teacher from town 
– she’s just at the tail end 
of breast cancer treatment 
and she’s tackled it with a 
lot of courage and strength. 
I think she’ll be an inter-
esting person to share her 
story,” Bradshaw. 

They also will be honour-
ing the Inspired by Sara 
team, organized by Amy 
Forwell, Sara’s mom, who 
Bradshaw says has done a 
tremendous job in raising 
money over a number of 
years. 

“She gathered her family 
around to support Sara in 
her journey with cancer. I 
remember when they first 
came out and she was re-
ally little. It’s heartbreak-

ing to see that. They really 
have lots of tenacity, lots 
of support from the fam-
ily, fundraising but also 
just support for the family 
in terms of helping with 
the kids. Amy and Sara 
have been really gener-
ous in sharing their time 
with the Cancer Society at 
relay events and our event. 
It’s really nice to see that 
things are going well for 
them,” Bradshaw said.

Their fundraising goal 
is $10,000 this year, which 
they came close to doing 
last year. While it might not 
seem like a lot compared 
to other big fundraising 
events she says for this 
community it is. And any 
amount will help the Ca-
nadian Cancer Society not 
only fund research, but 
also the transportation pro-

gram which helps people 
with cancer in rural com-
munities get to the hospital 
for treatment.

“If you ask a group of 
people how many have you 
been touched by cancer 
either personally or as a 
result of a good friend or a 
relative battling cancer you 
will find almost everyone in 
the room will put up their 
hand. It’s unfortunately 
one of those things that re-
ally does impact all of us. 
It’s also though one of the 
areas of research that is 
extremely promising. If you 
think about the death rates 
especially for breast cancer, 
it was much higher 25 years 
ago than it is today. When 
you can see that progress 
can be made, it I think re-
ally makes it worthwhile,” 
Bradshaw said.

About 60 people par-
ticipated last year. They 
sent out registration forms 
to previous participants, 
which she expects will en-
tice them to return again 
this year. 

As in previous years, 
participants will start at 
the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre, travel on Snyder 
Avenue to the Kissing 
Bridge Trail and along the 
trail to either Floradale 
Road or Side Road 18 at 
Wallenstein, depending on 
how far participants want 
to walk, run or bike.

“Quite honestly what a lot 
of people like is they know 
the event, it doesn’t change 
a lot, they know the route 
and it’s kind of a touch 
point again for the commu-
nity,” Bradshaw said.

Last year’s event saw 

good weather, which is al-
ways helpful, especially if 
it’s sunny before the event 
because then the trail will 
be dry.

The Woolwich Great Ride 
‘n’ Stride begins at 1 p.m. 
on Apr. 24 at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre in Elmira, 
with registration opening at 
12 p.m. and opening ceremo-
nies starting at 12:45 p.m.

“It’s for all ages and all 
abilities. We really value 
people just coming out and 
joining us for whatever 
you want to do that day in 
terms of the biking or the 
running or the walking. It’s 
all good,” Bradshaw said.

Registration and pledge 
forms are available from 
Sarah Bradshaw at 519-669-
2599 or angusquinn@rog-
ers.com, or you can register 
online at www.greatride.ca.

Local cop, now retired, part of 
Team Ontario at Canadian Police 
Curling Championships

LIZ BEVAN

Police Curling Champion-
ship, and this time around 
was his team’s best show-
ing, winning eight games 
and losing three.

“(The other times) went 
a lot worse,” he said with 
a laugh. “This is the first 
time we have made the 
playoffs. It was pretty good 
overall. We lost the final on 
the last rock. We did very 
well all week. We ended up 
second in the round robin 
after playing 11 games.”

With the team members 
spread out around the 
province, Dickson says 
they never had a chance 
to practice together before 
showing up to compete 
against police officers, 
active and retired, from 
across the country.

“We never practice. We 

show up and see what hap-
pens. We won provincials 
two years in a row, so we 
are a pretty good gel, I 
would say.”

The team faced a couple 
of challenges while out in 
Chilliwack, but still man-
aged to make it to the last 
round. 

“This year, our skip, his 
father-in-law died two 
days before the final. I 
don’t know (if it affected 
our game). He is a very 
competitive player. We are 
all pretty competitive that 
way,” he shared, adding that 
team lead, Rivett, doesn’t 
even curl in his spare time. 
“This (competition) is all 
he curls. He gave up curl-
ing years ago. He just didn’t 
have the time. But, he made 
the time for us.”

Outside of the curl-
ing rink, taking a trip to 
the west coast was a nice 
reprieve from the winter 
weather in the Waterloo 
Region the last couple of 
weeks. 

“It was gorgeous. It was 
tough to come back,” he 
said. “We heard that there 
were snow squalls and wet 
snow, but we were sitting 
in 23-degree weather in the 
sunshine, so it was hard to 
picture. The golf courses 
were open out there. Al-
berta lost the tie breaker in 
the first playoff game, and 
they booked a tee-off time. 
They lost and were golfing 
the next day.”

To see the full results of 
the Canadian Police Curl-
ing Championships, visit 
www.policecurling.ca.

Representing Ontario at the Canadian Police Curling Championships in Chilliwack, B.C., Garth Mitchell, Don Shane, Elmira’s Allan Dickson and 
Dan Rivett came one rock away from winning it all.  [SUBMITTED]

STEAMING WEATHER, FOR SURE

Trevor Beattie from Waterloo and Adam Myers from Kitchener (top) get ready for the first 
wave of the Steaming Nostril Race in St. Jacobs on Sunday morning. The race took a few 
hundred riders all around Woolwich Township, through farmland, and up flights of stairs 
before finishing at the St. Jacobs community centre.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Spring Car Care

Elmira
81 Arthur St. S.
519-669-1533

Fergus
390 Beatty Line
519-843-1620

Erin
4 Erinville Drive
519-833-9785

CARQUEST!
YOU’LL FIND IT AT

GOOD
AUTO PARTS

Fergus Erin

CARQUEST!

COMPLETE COLLISION SERVICE

Available at Visit us today!

519-669-8330

Corner of 
Union St. & Oriole Pkwy. E.

savageautobody@bellnet.ca

“Friendly, Affordable, Efficient Service”

• Computer Diagnostics  
• General Automotive Repairs 
• Regular and Annual Safeties
• Tires and Brakes Calvin Knarr

Owner/Operator

10 Main St., Drayton | alvacherreygarage@gmail.com

30 ORIOLE PARKWAY, ELMIRA
Open 8:00 am - 6:00 pm Monday - Friday

Thompson’s Auto Tech Inc.

519.669.4400

Let us check your tires and
give your vehicle a Spring Tune Up.

Pothole Season Means
Spring Check Up.

We service all makes and 
models of cars, vans and trucks.

Call to book
an appointment

today.

Pothole Season Means

Thompson’s Aut

models of cars, vans and trucks.

We offer complete service on all:
Cars, SUV’s, Light Duty Trucks

Keeping You
Going...

Visit us for your
EMISSIONS TEST today!

No appointment necessary.

Division of Martin’s Small Engines
21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519-669-7652

With spring weather just around the corner, 
make sure your car is ready for the season!

Top 5 spring car care tips:

1. Get an oil change

2. Check all your fl uid levels

3. Replace your gas fi lter

4. Check the belts

5. Get your tires rotated 
 and balanced

Great service is always in season 
from any of these local businesses!
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With spring weather 
just around the corner, 
make sure your car 
is ready for the season!

Great service is always 
in season from any of 
these local businesses!

Monday—Thursday:  
7:30am-Midnight  

Friday: 7:30-5:30pm 
Saturday & Sunday: CLOSED  

20 Oriole Parkway East  
Elmira, ON N3B 0A5 

519-669-1082 
info@leroysautocare.net 
www.leroysautocare.net 

Spring is an excellent time to get your 
brakes checked at Leroy’s! Inspecting 

them now saves money on labour 
when you switch out your tires at the 
same time and it ensures your vehicle 

is ready for summer road trips and  
other adventures! 

DOING IT RIGHT FOR OVER 80 YEARS!
(1989) Ltd. thomantireservice.ca  (519) 664-3412  1370 KING ST N. St. Jacobs, ON | HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm | Sat. 8am-noon

VISIT US
TODAY!

Spring Car Care
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VENTURE

FIELD
NOTES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTSSTARTING OUT / GOING WITH WHAT WORKS

Puttin’ on the Glitz in Elmira

High fives all around 
for DuPont Pioneer. The 
newly minted global Ac-
cess to Seeds Index – a 
measure of how leading 
seed companies are con-
tributing to global food se-
curity – has named DuPont 
Pioneer the world’s best 
firm for trying to improve 
smallholder farmer pro-
ductivity. 

Syngenta deserves kudos 
too; it isn’t far behind. In 
fact, it actually topped the 
Access to Seeds Index for 
companies developing veg-
etable seeds. 

But it’s DuPont Pioneer 
that’s primarily been 
singled out by the index’s 
creator, the Amsterdam-
based Access to Seeds 
Foundation, for its crop 
achievements.

“DuPont Pioneer outper-
forms its peers with a strong 
breeding program aimed at 
developing seed varieties 
that are suitable for regions 
with so many smallholder 
farmers,” it said.

This all sounds a little 
promotional. But it’s a sig-
nificant accolade, particu-
larly given this is the index’s 
first pronouncement. 

The initiative was 
launched in 2012, with 
input in the index design 

A behind-
the-seeds 
look at 
feeding  
the world

ROBERTS | 18

Chantal Allen turns a flare for event planning into her own business, taking on stress of the big day

GLITZ | 18

Chantal Allen decided to open her own event planning business last fall, turning her hobby into a career. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

With wedding season 
just around the corner, 
Chantal Allen is busy with 
her newest business ven-
ture, Glitz & Glam Event 
Planning. 

The Elmira resident just 
opened her business last 
fall, which specializes in 
all sorts of event planning, 
and she’s working on her 
first wedding as an official 
wedding planner.

“I’ve always enjoyed do-
ing event planning. It was 
something that I did on the 
side. I helped friends out 
planning their wedding, 
I planned my own wed-
ding to my husband. So it 
was just something that I 
always enjoyed doing and 
I just decided that’s what I 
wanted to start doing,” Al-
len said.

Allen previously worked 
as a Montessori teacher for 
nearly nine years before 
deciding to turn her event 
planning hobby into a full-
time career. She says it was 
time for her to be her own 
boss.

“I started off with start-
ing a new business, it was 
a course that was online. 
And then I did the wed-
ding planner certification 
course and then I did the 
certified event planner and 
hospitality management 
course and then I also did 
marketing and business,” 
Allen said.

Even before complet-
ing those courses, she had 
plenty of experience in the 
field. She sits on the Burl-
ington Soccer League’s ex-
ecutive as their social event 
planner. She’s responsible 
for planning their annual 

banquet and things like a 
charity soccer tournament 
and a golf tourney.

“On top of it I’m also in 
charge of marketing for 
another company, so I do 
marketing consulting for 
them. It’s called Northern 
Simulated Training Sys-
tems Incorporated. They’re 
out of Georgetown. They 
just opened up in March, 
so I took them on as their 
marketing consultant,” Al-
len said.

She’s planning their 
grand opening launch par-
ty along with all their other 
marketing.

She anticipates planning 
three weddings per year on 
top of other events.

“I intend to do corporate 
events, charity events, 
sporting events. It’s not just 
going to be wedding spe-
cific. Bridal showers, baby 
showers, birthday parties, 
anniversary parties, vow 
renewals, I want to do it 
all,” Allen said.

She offers a variety of 
event planning packages 
from the total package 
to just single “a la carte” 
items, like help with guest 
planning, event day coordi-
nation, week-of and day-of 
itinerary service, venue 
search and selection, venue 
walk through, and rehears-
al coordination.

And there are certainly 
benefits to having a profes-
sional help plan an event.

“They take on the stress,” 
Allen says with a laugh. “I 
think it’s just beneficial be-
cause there’s a lot of things 
that go into an event that a 
host wouldn’t think of.”

She starts with a free 
consultation with the 
couple where they fill out a 

questionnaire about what 
kind of wedding they’re 
looking for, and to get a 
sense of what they’re like 
as a couple, in order to 
tailor the wedding to their 
tastes. 

“I enjoy just seeing ev-
erything come together, 

from the questionnaire to 
being able to then put the 
ideas to paper, then seeing 
the ideas come to fruition 
as you’re working with the 
vendors and the venue, 
then the final product,” 
Allen said.

She’s reached out to lo-

cal businesses to add to 
her vendor list for clients 
to choose from including 
Sugar Babies Cakes, Martin 
Lewis Confectionery, Never 
Enough Thyme, Frey’s 
Flowers and the Elmira 

Visit Martin’s:

WHITNEY NEILSON



18 | VENTURE THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2016

from smallholder farm-
ers (defined as those with 
about an acre of land), 
the seed industry, govern-
ments, academics, seed 
companies and others. 
They ultimately settled on 
a set of criteria that would 
lead to what they believe is 
a true measure of intent to 
help smallholder farmers 
get ahead. 

Why smallholders? Well, 
there’s widespread agree-
ment across the board 
that if the world is going 
to achieve the goal of zero 
hunger – one of the United 
Nations’ sustainability 
goals – smallholder farm-
ers will need to be more 
productive. Among their 
needs is better access to 
better seed.

Overall, better seed is 
not a problem for the likes 
of DuPont Pioneer, Syn-
genta and other companies. 
Through research and 
development efforts, and 
working with researchers at 
institutions such as the Uni-
versity of Guelph, they’ve 
helped modern farmers 
throughout the world 
achieve higher yields and 
greater profitability. Some 

desirable seed, plant and 
agronomic properties are 
becoming universal, par-
ticularly drought tolerance 
and nutrient deficiency. 

And it’s this seed tech-
nology that smallholder 
farmers are lacking. The 
foundation says the seed 
industry is ideally posi-
tioned to boost productiv-
ity in regions considered 
to be the world’s most food 
insecure: Sub-Saharan Af-
rica, south Asia, southeast 
Asia and parts of Latin 
America. “Access to such 
seeds will help farmers 
increase yields, improve 
nutritional quality and deal 
more effectively with cli-
mate change,” it says. 

However, the industry 
has not performed well 
there. Only 2.5 per cent of 
the seeds used by small-
holder farms in sub-Saha-
ran Africa, for example, 
come from seed compa-
nies. Much of it is grown by 
the farmers themselves and 
saved for next year’s crop, 
meaning no new traits are 
introduced. That situation 
prevails – a whopping 80 
per cent of food needs are 
met by smallholder, sub-
sistence farmers, who pro-
duce little for anyone other 

than their own families. 
There are millions of 

such farmers. So how does 
the leading contender, Du-
Pont Pioneer, go about sup-
porting them to achieve a 
higher production level? 

Bryce Eger, Business 
Director, DuPont Pioneer 
and DuPont Crop Protec-
tion Canada, says mostly 
the company uses people 
power, in situations where it 
can measure participation – 
such as direct sales in devel-
oping countries with small-
holder famers, much like it 
does in Canada and the US. 
It knows agronomy requires 
big picture thinking. 

“Seed is the starting 
point, and farmers need ac-
cess to quality inputs such 
as seed and crop protection 
products, no matter where 
they farm,” he says. “These 
smallholder farmers are the 
agents of change for food 
production in their coun-
tries and we want to help 
them to be more produc-
tive, so we’re involved at 
the local level everywhere. 
Respect for people is one of 
the core values of DuPont 
Pioneer. You can’t show 
much more respect than 
enabling people to have 
food and be able to eat.”

ROBERTS: Working to help small-scale farmers
FROM | 17

Similar to choosing between contact lenses or glasses, 
you can decide with your hearing professional which 
hearing aid style would best suit you. Both styles have 
approximately the same performance and functions, but are 
fitted to the ear differently.

Call us toll-free today at one of the numbers below to see if you qualify for this Field Test. 
Potential candidates will be given a FREE hearing test to determine candidacy.

Participants will be a given a FREE in-office demonstration, as well as the opportunity to 
evaluate and report their experience wearing the latest, most advanced hearing aid technology 
for 30 days. A full range of styles are available in this new technology, including the 
exceptionally discreet open-fit and invisible-in-the-canal models shown here:

It’s almost a shame this technology isn’t more visible! 
Open-fit and IIC hearing aids are smaller and more sophisticated than ever, striking the perfect 
balance between size and performance. The elegant and highly discreet open-fit hearing aid fits 
perfectly on top of your ear, and the thin tube in your ear canal is designed to disappear against 
your skin. The new IIC hearing aid–now with wireless technology–provides all of the outstanding 
features and benefits you want in a digital hearing aid, minus the stigma that came with wearing one 
in the past.

We’re looking for people like you, who may be experiencing 
varying levels of hearing loss to evaluate a remarkable new 
line of digital hearing aids and a rehabilitative process that 
could be the solution to your difficulties. There’s no cost or 
obligation to participate!

30 PEOPLE WITH HEARING LOSS
Qualified Participants Needed for Technology Field Test

WANTED

Referred by Physicians over 50,000 Times.

NSP-WNTD-WOOBLUC04

• Cambridge Hespeler | 1 Hespeler Road | Call Jennifer at 1-888-837-1328

• Cambridge St. Andrews | 190 St. Andrews Street | Call Rhonda at 1-888-832-7028

• Guelph | 2-690 Woolwich Street | Call Erin at 1-888-459-6089

• Kitchener | 558 Belmont Avenue West | Call Navreet at 1-888-472-1284

• Listowel | 1195 Wallace Avenue North | Call Jory at 1-888-530-6639

• Stratford | 295 Huron Street | Call Barb at 1-888-815-3160

• Waterloo | 304-99 Northfield Drive East | Call Ralinda at 1-888-484-5571

Hearing tests are provided free of charge for adults ages 18 and older. Some conditions may apply. Please see clinic for details.  

Due to overwhelming demand, we’ve extended 
the selection process until April 29, 2016!

Golf Club.
As for this year’s wed-

ding trends, she’s seeing 
couples showcasing them-
selves more in their wed-
ding, like using pictures 
of themselves as table 
numbers.

Centerpieces are moving 
away from the traditional 
flowers. Custom mono-
grams are becoming more 
popular for wedding in-
vitations. More brides are 
choosing slim fitting wed-
ding dresses and moving 
away from the ball gown 
and princess style. 

“This year you’re defi-

nitely going to find there’s 
a lot more monochromatic 
colour themes, a lot more 
bold colours, a lot more 
metallics. This year I know 
quite a few brides have 
talked about wanting to 
have a rustic themed wed-
ding. A lot of people are re-
ally into having a barn wed-
ding. A lot of people are 
coming up with the idea of 
having a punch or having 
a special drink concoction 
made up and naming it af-
ter themselves,” Allen said.

Make your own food 
stations are also trending 
with nacho bars, baked 
potato bars and candy buf-
fets. Couples are moving 

GLITZ: Looking after those fine details that can 
get overlooked in all the excitement of the big day
FROM | 17 away from the traditional 

fondant for cake and going 
back to butter cream. Some 
popular cake flavours right 
now are salted caramel, 
lavender vanilla, cham-
pagne, and white chocolate 
mousse.

Allen is available for 
event planning in Waterloo 
Region, Guelph, and sur-
rounding areas.

“It’s just those fine little 
details that get missed or 
they don’t realize need 
to be done. So those are 
things that I know being in 
the field,” Allen said.

For a full list of her ser-
vices visit www.glitzand-
glam.ca.

Glitz & Glam offers everything from full event planning packages to “a la carte” items for brides who only need help with certain aspects of 
planning their big day. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

New album, old-time country
A fan of traditional music, Lance Russwurm to host a CD release party at the Commercial Tavern in Maryhill on Apr. 16

LIZ BEVAN

OLD-TIME COUNTRY MU-
SIC FANS are in for a treat 
in Maryhill on Apr. 16. 

Local musician Lance 
Russwurm is hosting a 
party at the Commercial 
Tavern later this month to 
celebrate the completion 
of his first solo album, Self 
Portrait.

Russwurm, the son of 
country  music stalwart 
Lynn Russwurm, has a love 
of classic and what he calls 
“authentic” country music, 
and the time has come for 
him to share that love with 
an audience, and country 
music listeners every-
where.

“I  grew up on country 
music, with my dad being 
that kind of musician,” he 
said. “I got to like the stuff 
over the years, and with 
this CD, I am trying to get 
back into the retro-country. 
I tried to do a whole bunch 
of different styles, but 
mostly from the ’50s. Some 
have a Jim Reeves, Nash-
ville sound. Some of it is a 
little Elvis-ish, a bit rocka-
billy, and of course, there is 
lots of Hank Williams. I am 
trying to capture that era.” 

The CD release party for 
Self Portrait starts up at 3 
p.m. at the self described 
“home of real country mu-
sic,” with free admission, 
food and an afternoon of 
Russwurm himself playing 
the songs on the album, 
backed up by some of the 

musicians on the CD. 
He doesn’t have a favou-

rite song on the album, 
saying it “depends on my 
mood,” but one that stands 
out to him is an original 
song, written by Russwurm 
and friend Gerry Boppre, 
called “It’s A Living.” He 
tried to emulate a country 
music hero of his while 
writing and recording. 

“I was always a Waylon 
Jennings fan, and that 
one is very much done in 
the Waylon style of the 
’70s and ’80s – the outlaw 
style,” he said. “It is on the 
rock end of things in coun-
try music.”

As a tribute to his dad, 
Russwurm covered six of 
Lynn Russwurm’s songs, 
and even got him to play on 
a few of the tracks. 

“The album is about 
one-third my stuff, 
one-third his stuff, 
and one-third 
traditional stuff,” 
said Russwurm. 
“He was thrilled. 
He has involved 
right from the 
outset, at all 
the sessions. 
We spent a lot of 
days in the stu-
dio. There is a lot 
of work that goes 
into this.”

His goal with the album 
and the CD release party 
on Apr. 16 is to reacquaint 
country music fans with 
the classics, and hopefully, 
make some new fans out of 

find someone who does 
play it, they are likely to 
be 18 years old. They want 
authenticity. I am hoping 
that all those people that 
like that old stuff, will help 
a resurgence. I am going to 
drag country music 
kicking and 
scream-

ing back to its 
roots.”

He says The Commercial 
Tavern is the place to start.

“Maryhill is the one 
place that still has real 
country music. It is like 
going back in time,” he 
said of the venue. “The 
guys playing on the CD are 
going to be at the show, 

and are all excel-
lent musicians, 
so if you want to 
hear some good 
traditional coun-
try music, this is 
it. This will be my 
brand of the coun-
try. It is a little bit 
more retro.”

Self Portrait 
is available for 

purchase for $10 at the CD 
release party, but is also 
available for download on 
iTunes, and streaming on 
Spotify. For more informa-
tion about the album, and 
Russwurm’s career, visit 
his website at www.lance-
russwurm.com.

Local boy and country music aficionado Lance Russwurm is celebrating the release of his first solo album at The Commercial Tavern in 
Maryhill from 3 to 6 p.m. on Apr. 16. [SUBMITTED]

25 Industrial Dr, Elmira
Milverton - Stratford - Drayton - Listowel

800 250 8750    www.mornington.ca

Pick up the Samsung Galaxy 
A5 or Moto X for $0!

$0 Phones

See store for details.  Minimum $70/mth plan, 2 yr term required.   Available to new and existing customers that meet upgrade requirements.  Price subject to change.
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A fan of traditional music, Lance Russwurm to host a CD release party at the Commercial Tavern in Maryhill on Apr. 16

musicians on the CD. 
He doesn’t have a favou-

rite song on the album, 
saying it “depends on my 
mood,” but one that stands 
out to him is an original 
song, written by Russwurm 
and friend Gerry Boppre, 
called “It’s A Living.” He 
tried to emulate a country 
music hero of his while 
writing and recording. 

“I was always a Waylon 
Jennings fan, and that 
one is very much done in 
the Waylon style of the 
’70s and ’80s – the outlaw 
style,” he said. “It is on the 
rock end of things in coun-

As a tribute to his dad, 
Russwurm covered six of 
Lynn Russwurm’s songs, 
and even got him to play on 
a few of the tracks. 

“The album is about 
one-third my stuff, 
one-third his stuff, 

traditional stuff,” 

“He was thrilled. 

We spent a lot of 

dio. There is a lot 

find someone who does 
play it, they are likely to 
be 18 years old. They want 
authenticity. I am hoping 
that all those people that 
like that old stuff, will help 
a resurgence. I am going to 
drag country music 
kicking and 
scream-

ing back to its 
roots.”

He says The Commercial 
Tavern is the place to start.

“Maryhill is the one 
place that still has real 
country music. It is like 
going back in time,” he 
said of the venue. “The 
guys playing on the CD are 
going to be at the show, 

and are all excel-
lent musicians, 
so if you want to 
hear some good 
traditional coun-
try music, this is 
it. This will be my 
brand of the coun-
try. It is a little bit 
more retro.”

Self Portrait
is available for 

purchase for $10 at the CD 

the deal.
“I hope it helps to keep 

this kind of music alive. 
People are always talking 
about “real country” and 
they call it roots music now, 

or Americana. Some of it 
is getting scarce and dy-
ing out, and I am hoping, 
along with the people out 
there who still like it, that I 
am sensing a trend among 

young people,” he said. 
“A lot of younger people 
tend to like their music 
pure. A lot of the stuff I am 
playing, the guys aren’t 
around anymore, and you 
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Part time DZ Driver wanted.
Must have clean driver’s abstract, be physically 
fit, and be able to drive standard transmission.

Perfect for retired person. Local freight, Toronto, 
London, Stoney Creek areas

Fax resume to: 519-669-3845.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Has an opening for a full-time person. 
Duties include customer service, 

restocking, order picking.
Apply with resume in person or 

email mattmch@cyg.net
We thank everyone for applying however only 
those selected for interview will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

Has an opening for a full-time

Inside Sales & 
Customer Service Person.

Construction and/or manufacturing 
background would be an asset.

Apply with resume in person or 
email mattmch@cyg.net

We thank everyone for applying however only 
those selected for interview will be contacted.

Has an immediate opening for a full-time

Warehouse / Order Picker 
/ Delivery Person.

Drivers licence required.
Apply with resume in person or 

email mattmch@cyg.net
We thank everyone for applying however only 
those selected for interview will be contacted.

SHEAR AND BRAKE OPERATOR Full-time position available for 
production of light-gauge metal flashings and other building 
materials. An individual who can give attention to details and precise 
workmanship would be well suited for this position. Experience with 
a shear or brake, or in frame building construction would be an asset.

Apply in person to: 7806 Sixth Line, Drayton
or contact us at: 519-638-2746 ext 1, or 

sales@macoenterprises.ca.

 HELP WANTED

DESTINY’S HAIR LOFT  IS 
seeking a licensed hair-
stylist to join our team. 
Beautiful salon and great 
working environment. We 
will consider part time and 
full time applicants. Please 
email: destinyshairloft@
gmail.com for more details.

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
Tri City Materials, an aggregate supplier located 
in Petersburg, is currently looking for a full-time 
Office Administrator. We offer a competitive 
salary and benefit package.
Your duties will include, but not be limited to: 
Accounts Payable, Accounts Receivable, bank 
reconciliations, compiling various reports, 
preparing customer quotes, office supply 
purchasing, backup for dispatch, bank deposits, 
and greeting of customers.
The successful applicant will have strong 
written and verbal communication skills, and be 
proficient in Microsoft Office, Word, Excel, and 
Simply Accounting. You must have the ability to 
multi-task and maintain a high degree of 
accuracy and attention to detail.
A valid driver’s licence is required.

We appreciate all candidates who show an 
interest in this position, but only those chosen 

for an interview will be contacted.
Please fax resumes to 519-893-2700 or 

email to rickpearce@tricityreadymix.com

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Bookkeeper\Office Administrator
Our client is a successful custom home 
builder in the Waterloo area.  They require 
a bookkeeper\Office Administrator to be 
responsible for all accounting activities 
and office administration.  This will include 
various responsibilities for account recon-
ciliations, government reporting, accounts 
receivable, accounts payable, payroll.  This 
individual will also serve as the executive 
assistant to the Owner.

The successful candidate will possess a 
strong knowledge of accounting combined 
with a minimum of three years experience 
in a similar accounting position. A strong 
knowledge of Quickbooks and Microsoft 
Office (particularly Excel) would be a 
tremendous asset. The successful candi-
date will need to exhibit excellent interper-
sonal and time management skills.

If you feel that you are the person to take 
on this opportunity, please submit your 
resume, cover letter and salary expecta-
tions by Monday April 11, 2016 to:

 E-mail: kitchener.recruiting@bdo.ca
Fax: 519-576-5471 
We thank you for your interest but only those 

receiving an interview will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

OFFICE MANAGER
Established industrial/commercial 

mechanical company requires a 
full time office manager. Duties 
include sales invoicing, payroll 
dispatching, telephone skills, 

administration & computer skills. 
We offer a benefit package.

Send resumés in confidence to:

Dynamic Mechanical
97 Earl Martin Drive, Elmira, ON  N3B 3L4

or email: dynamech@golden.net
Only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

Industrial Spray Painter

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

   

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their interest but 

only those considered will be contacted.

2-3 Years Experience

Knowledge of:
• Electrostatic Air Assisted Airless 
• Conventional Pot Gun 
• Mix and Thin Paint
• Prepare Equipment for Painting
• Neat Workmanship
• Clean & Maintain Paint Equipment & Booth 
• Material Handling
• Operation of Forklift
• Operation of Overhead Crane

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

GERBER MEATS IS GROWING! 
(Again). We are currently 
looking to hire several 
men and women for our 
company. Full time, training 
provided. We require: Meat 
Cutters and counter staff. 
Ward Skinner 519-709-3954.

HELP WANTED

LANDSCAPE HELP 
WANTED.  ALL positions 
available. Drivers lic. 
needed. Experience would 
be an asset but willing to 
train. Email Resume or fax 
to 519-669-9369, kdetwei-
ler@rogers.com Wages to 
be determined with experi-
ence.

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME HELP 
WANTED. LOCAL chick hatch-
ery looking for motivated 
individual. Duties include 
chick and egg handling, 
general clean up. Mondays 
and Thursdays starting at 
5 a.m. Competitive wages. 
Fax resume to 519-664-3491, 
email: staff@freyshatchery.
com or call 519-897-3209.

HELP WANTED

PEBBLES FAMILY RESTAU-
RANT  IS hiring. Full time 
and part time waitress and 
cook positions. Located in 
Durham Ontario. Contact 
Cameron Gerber at 519-588-
5120.

WE ARE CURRENT-
LY LOOKING to hire someone 
with crew cab pickup & 
trailer to drive construction 
crew in Elmira & surround-
ing area 5 days a week. Call 
519-664-1049.

 HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY  YOUR 
CHOICE for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

CALL GRANT BRUBACH-
ER  FOR 1 hour deep muscle 
therapy treatments at your 
home. 519-577-3251. Excel-

lent for all ages. Serving Mt. 
Forest, Harriston, Milverton, 
Millbank, Elmira and sur-
rounding communities.

 FOR SALE

LARGE 22 CUBIC  CHEST 
freezer, working. 519-698-
2116.

NOTICE - CLEARING 
All  antiques, oil paintings, 
mattresses, chairs, tables. 
Must come see. 20 Waterloo 
St., Kitchener, left at train 
tracks. Call for more infor-
mation 226-606-0710.

ONE MEDLINE ROLLA-
TOR  NEW $175, never used, 
asking $100. John Bunn 
oxygen cart - new $100; 
asking $75. 519-669-3719.

ROXTON TABLE AND CHAIRS, 
corner cupboard & dry sink 
in excellent condition. $500 
o.b.o. Call 519-664-3348 for 
details.
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www.observerxtra.com

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED

HELP WANTED

ADVANCE
MILLWRIGHTS INC.
ADVANCE
MILLWRIGHTS INC.

Do you take a logical & systematic 
approach to problem solving?

Are you a self motivated, self starter 
who takes pride in their work?

Advance Millwrights Inc. has been serving 
the aggregate, feed mill, fertilizer, food & 
foundry industries since 1992. We are looking 
to add the following to our team of skilled 
employees:

INDUSTRIAL & CONSTRUCTION 
MILLWRIGHTS 

• Minimum 2-5 years experience
• License CFQ ticket or qualified experience
• 2nd & 3rd year apprentice excepted
• Stick welding experience & CWB Tickets 

an asset
• Ability to read & follow blue prints & field 

sketches
• Must be mechanically inclined
• Ability to work with minimal supervision
• Trade experience with heavy duty equipment
• Trade experience in Agricultural, Industrial 

& Food plants
• Innovative problem solver
• Forklift & elevated platform tickets an asset

WELDER FITTER
(2 positions)

• Minimum 2-5 years experience 
• Qualified or experienced in 

(SMAW),(TIG), (GMAW) (MIG),(FCAW)
• Custom fabrication in light gauge sheet 

metal a must.
• Operate brakes, shears and other metal 

shaping machines
• Must be mechanically inclined
• Ability to work with minimal supervision 
• Experience in Agricultural, Industrial & 

Food plants
• Innovative problem solver 

We offer competitive wages, benefits & 
RRSP package.

 Please fax resumes to 519-669-4659 or 
email to jeffb@advancemillwrights.com   

Please send resume to 
mardaletrans@cyg.net or 

fax:  519-669-1874

OFFICE HELP NEEDED. 2 - 3 days per week. 
BUSY AGRICULTURAL BASED OFFICE 

Applicants must be willing to work in a 
multi-tasking environment. 

A general understanding of computers needed, 
will train on various computer programs. 

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

SOFTNER SALT  - 20KG 
bags, minimum 25 bags, 
skid lots of 56. Delivered 
in St. Jacobs, St. Clements, 
Elmira & Linwood areas. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF  HOUSE-
HOLD effects, antiques, tools 
and miscellaneous items, to 
be held at 6540 - 10th Line 
of Minto Twp. (Highway 89 
then east on 10th Line - 4 
miles east of Harriston), for 
the Ephraim Martin Estate, 
on Saturday, April 9th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

WED. APR  13 AT 10:00 AM - 
Clearing auction sale of fur-
niture; antiques; household 
effects; tools; glassware; 
collectables; and miscel-
laneous items to be held at 
the St. Jacob’s Community 
Centre in St. Jacob’s for an 
area estate with additions. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 519-656-
3555. www.jantziauctions.
com

AUCTIONS 

SAT. APR  16 AT 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
classic antique cars; car 
parts; tools; antiques; col-
lectables; lawn and garden 
and miscellaneous items 
to be held at 450 Bridge-
port Rd E in Kitchener for 
Terrence Dugan. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

FRI APR 22 AT 5:00 PM - Toy 
auction of farm toys; tractor 
trailers; construction; banks; 
cars; quantity of 1/64th 
tractor and machinery; 
literature; etc to be held 
at the St. Jacob’s Commu-
nity Centre in St. Jacob’s 
for Larry Markle of Stratford 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

SAT. APR  23 AT 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
Lionel trains and tracks; 
WWI Militaria; collectable 
toy cars; clocks; glassware; 
antiques; furniture; house-
hold items; miscellaneous 
items and collectables to be 
held at 450 Bridgeport Rd. 
E in Kitchener for Terrence 
Dugan. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
519-656-3555. www.jantzi-
auctions.com

AUCTIONS

WED. APRIL  27 AT 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; antiques; tools; 
glassware; hand and garden 
tools; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for an area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF  DODGE 
Ram 3500 camper van, boat, 
household effects, antiques, 
handcrafted wooden pieces, 
tools, and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 1328 
Queens Bush Rd. in Welles-
ley, for The Milt Erb Estate, 
on Saturday, April 30th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

FARM 
EQUIPMENT

HOG WEIGHING 
CRATE WITHOUT scale. Metal 
closing cabinet for shop use. 
RR3 Flesherton. 519-372-
7568.

JOHN DEERE TRACTORS AND 
bobcat S300 for rent. 45 - 
150 hp. Rent by day, week 
or mos. Great rates. 519-
591-1274.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS  AGRICULTURAL Spray 
Lime, 22.5kg. bag; feed 
grade lime, 25kg. Delivered. 
Call George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

KILN DRIED CORN  & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD 
YOUR  SOURCE of quality 
slabwood and seasoned 
bodywood. All prices include 
delivery. No Sunday  calls 
please. 519-656-2057.

RENTALS

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT  IN 
Elmira. Quiet building, newly 
renovated, close to down-
town. Call 519-669-5798.

DUKE CENTER 
SENIORS’  CONDO available 
for rent. One bedroom plus 

loft and appliances. Rent 
will include condo fees, 
inside parking and storage. 
Utilities extra. Call Ron for 
details. 519-465-7767.

REAL ESTATE

82 ACRES MIXED  WOODED 
land for sale or trade in 
Prince Edward Island. 
Asking $1500/acre obo. 
Terry 519-276-1785.

COMING 
EVENTS

SATURDAY, APRIL 9 
Aquascape  Pond Startup 
Seminar - 12 p.m. Spring is 
here and it›s time to get a 
little maintenance done on 
your pond... tips that take 
little time and effort and can 
help prevent future prob-
lems from arising through-
out the pond season. St. 
Jacobs Country Gardens, 
1661 New Jerusalem Road, 
Elmira, 519-664-0404.

GARAGE 
SALES

INDOOR GARAGE SALE WOOL-
WICH Memorial Centre, 
Sat. April 9th, 7:30 a.m. 
- 1:00 p.m. 519-669-6026, 
bbaechler@woolwich.ca 
www.woolwich.ca

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

& WIN a FREE 
20th Anniversary Mug!

While supplies last. Mug must be picked up at the o�ce of the 
Observer (20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira) by Friday, April 29, 2016.

GET YOUR MOTOR RUNNING...

Jim Hallman stopped by Conestogo Public School, where his grandchildren attend, on Apr. 1 to show off his race car. Students lined up for the chance to sit in the car, which 
Hallman has raced on the track before.  [LIZ BEVAN/ THE OBSERVER]
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Donating back to the community we call home.

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

SPRING IS HERE! LIST NOW!

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Drayton - Beautiful bungaloft featuring hardwood and ceramic floors. This 1800 sq. foot beauty 
is move in ready with 4 pc. ensuite, large walk-in closet and spacious master bedroom. 2nd 
bedroom for out of town guests. Need extra space for an office? Then the loft is perfect, complete 
with 4 pc bathroom. Nestled in the town of Drayton 30 minutes from Waterloo. MLS 30511742.

Let the Elmira Re/Max Team get to work for you with our 
extensive local knowledge of the Woolwich market. We focus 

on taking the pressure off you, so you can make clear and 
concise decisions throughout the process.

Satisfied clients and a “successful sale” are our main goals, 
let our expertise make that happen for you!

SENIORS DREAM

FEATURED PROPERTY

$399,900$399,900

Whether you’re buying or selling, 
we’re here to make it easy for you! 

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

Your referrals are appreciated!

FREE Market Evaluation

Do you need more living space?
Are you ready to downsize?
Are you a first-time buyer?

Call Me for ALL Your Real Estate Needs!
I Have Buyers Looking for Homes!

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

SPRING IS HERE. WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL TODAY FOR YOUR NO OBLIGATION HOME MARKET ANALYSIS.

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

WOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

DRAYTON RIDGE EXECUTIVE TOWNS
BUILT BY PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES

162 RIDGEVIEW DR., 
DRAYTON (model home) 

OPEN HOUSE | THIS WEEKEND SAT. & SUN. 1-3PM

$372,805 MODEL HOME – Stunning features will 
impress, 9’ ceilings, hardwood ceramic, finished 
basement with 2nd Bedroom. 3 Bathrooms.
$337,900 UNDER CONSTRUCTION – 1424 sq ft 1+ 
Bedroom, basement drywalled with 2nd gas fireplace, 
ready to add your personal choices.
EXCLUSIVE 

ONLY TWO (2) LUXURY BUNGALOW UNITS LEFT

ELMIRA – FANTASTIC 0.7 ACRE LOT
$429,900 120’ frontage -a wow piece of property. 1950’s character 4 Bedroom 
home. Some original features include woodwork, hardwood flooring, built-ins. 2+ 
baths, basement walk up to enclosed breezeway. NEW MLS.

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519.669.8629

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

LOVELY OLDER HOME loaded with character and close to all amenities. 2,568 
sq.ft. Natural woodwork, pocket doors & hdwd floors. Main floor family room 
addition with lots of natural lighting, gas fireplace & walkout to deck (overlooks 
a large, professionally landscaped lot). 3 full bathrms (ensuite). Potential for 4 
bedrooms. 3 storey addition incl. master bdrm. w/walkin closet & w/o to deck & 
full bsmt. workshop w/separate entrance (or in-home business!). MLS.

$514,900

PARK AVE. W., ELMIRA 

LINWOOD – backs to acres of farmland! Main flr. laundry & 2pc. Spacious kitchen/
dining area with walkout to deck with a lovely view. Hdwd. floor in liv. room. Main 
flr. fam. room w/woodstove. FOUR bedrooms, 3pc. ensuite bath. Large, open rec. 
room w/several windows is great for entertaining. Newer gas furnace & central air. 
Dble. driveway with lots of parking. NEW MLS.

$499,000

ISABELLA ST., LINWOOD 

NEW LISTING

Waterloo downtown – Waterpark Place, 6 Willow St. 
1 bedroom condo, approx. 950 sq. ft. with scenic (extra 
large) balcony view, in suite laundry. 
Open concept, separate dining room, new oak wood 
flooring throughout. Master bedroom with walk in closet. 
Gorgeous and spacious bathroom with tub and shower. 
Indoor pool, sauna, exercise, billiard room. Lovely grounds 
with waterfalls.

PRIVATE SALE

Talk to Wally or Horst  Tel: 519-210-0456  Cell: 519-835-3534

PRICE REDUCED TO $239,000
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HOMETOWN HEADLINES
NEWS ABOUT THE PEOPLE YOU KNOW.

FAMILY ALBUM

OBITUARY

OBITUARYBIRTHDAY

THANK YOU

DEATH NOTICES

Ferreira, Jose ‘Joe’
Passed away peacefully with his family 
by his side on Sunday, March 27, 2016 
at Grand River Hospital. Joe, at the age 
of 92 years, was the beloved husband of 
Paula, of Kitchener, for almost 66 years. 
Dear father of Cecilia and Rick Brouwer 
of Kitchener, and Paul Ferreira of Toron-
to. Grandfather of Michael (Neola) Bates, 
and Justin Brouwer (Lexy McQueen). 
Deeply loved and missed by Ron and 
Darlene Bates, their two sons, Cody and 
Dylan; Bambi and Athena Paleshi and 
their daughters, Elizabeth and Penyota. 
Lovingly remembered by his two broth-
ers and five sisters, many nieces, neph-
ews and their families in Canada and 
the Azores, Portugal. Predeceased by his 
children Assuncao, Delia, and Nemazio. 
The family will receive their relatives 
and friends at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira, on Friday, 
April 8, 2016 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m., where 
parish prayers will be offered at 3 p.m. 
Funeral mass will be celebrated at St. 
Teresa of Avila RC Church, 19 Flamingo 
Dr., Elmira, on Saturday, April 9, 2016 at 
11 a.m. In Joe’s memory, donations to the 
Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario 
would be appreciated as expressions of 
sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Burgess, Theron Woodworth ‘Bud’
Passed away peacefully on Wednes-
day, February 24, 2016 at Barnswallow 
Place, Elmira, in his 90th year. Bud, 
formerly of West Montrose, was the 
beloved husband of the late Jean (Skel-
ton) Burgess (2001). Loving father of 
Ralph and Audrey of Calgary, Alberta, 
Sue and Ron Emery of Elmira, Les 
and Sheree of Duntroon, Linda and 
Doug Mills of Wheatley, and Melanie 
and Bob Wiens of Waterloo. Cherished 
grandfather of 12 grandchildren and 
13 great-grandchildren (with another 
one on the way). Bud will be lovingly 
remembered by his sisters Minnie 
Dimock and Phyllis Harvey both of 
Nova Scotia. Predeceased by his par-
ents Ralph and Dorothy (Woodworth) 
Burgess, brothers Milton, Lewis and 
Ken, and sisters Patricia Turcotte and 
Judy Dykens. Bud was born in Nova 
Scotia and moved to Northern On-
tario as a young man. He has resided 
in Southern Ontario for the past 45 
years. The family will receive their 
relatives and friends at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira 
on Saturday, April 9, 2016 from 10:30 
– 11:15 a.m., where funeral service will 
be held in the funeral home chapel at 
11:30 a.m. Interment in Elmira Union 
Cemetery and reception at the funeral 
home to follow. In Bud’s memory, 
donations to the Alzheimer Society 
would be appreciated as expressions 
of sympathy. The family would like to 
thank the staff at Barnswallow Place 
for the excellent care and compassion 
shown to our Dad over the past almost 
three years. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Jones, Albert E. (Al)
Peacefully passed away at home in El-
mira on Sunday, April 3, 2016, at the age 
of 65 years. Al was the beloved husband 
of Marie Jones. Loved father of Dan 
(Susie), Shannon (Sam) Brost, Benja-
min (Deborah), and Jenny (Thomas) 
Lubberts. Fun-loving Grandpa of five 
little rascals, Emma, Ethan, Ronan, 
Kai, and Cyrus. Dear brother of Betty 
Seiber and Marlene (Paul) Atkinson. Al 
made his living and raised his family 
wheeling and dealing antiques. A lover 
of the outdoors, fishing and taking in 
animals in need. Al’s generous heart 
and quirkiness will remain as cherished 
memories for his family and friends 
until we are reunited again. There will 
be no visitation. Cremation has taken 
place. A memorial service will be held 
on Thursday, April 7, 2016 at 7 p.m. at 
the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, 126 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

In Memory
Bradley Patrick Zinger

40 years have passed since God took 
you into His care. You are always loved 

and never forgotten.

March 17, 1965 – April 8, 1976

Mom & Dad (Don & Joyce) 
Brothers Brian, Jason & Jamie & Families

IN MEMORIAM

Happy 85th Birthday 
Mom, Erla Dickson 

April 7th

Best Wishes and Much Love,
Dianne, Karen, Allan, Murray and Families

Thank You
The Haley Family would like to express 
their sincere appreciation and gratitude 

to all the volunteer firefighters from 
Maryhill, Breslau, Conestogo and St. 
Jacobs that assisted with the fire on 
March 26th at 1025 Maryhill Road.

Their quick response time and quick 
thinking allowed them to contain the 

fire to one barn, preventing it from 
spreading to nearby buildings. We will 
be forever grateful for everything you 

did that night.
We would also like to extend our thanks 
to everyone who offered their help and 

support. Thanks to the people that 
brought us food, flowers and cards.

We are fortunate and blessed to live in a 
community with such caring, kind and 

loving people.

Thank You
Special thanks to  

Chartwell Nursing Home for 
the loving care given to our 
Mom & Oma Sophie Plein.

The Plein Families

THANK YOU

Happy 80th Birthday!
Wayne Henrich

Friends and Family are invited to 
celebrate Wayne’s Birthday on 

Sunday, April 17 – from 2-4 p.m.
Luther Village on the Park (Muskoka Lounge)

139 Father David Bauer Dr.
Waterloo, ON.

Your love and friendship is the only gift desired.

BIRTHDAY

BURGESS, THERON WOODWORTH  “BUD”|   Passed away 
peacefully on Wednesday, February 24, 2016 at Barnswal-
low Place, Elmira, in his 90th year, formerly of West 
Montrose.

FRASER, IAN MCRAE |   Passed away peacefully, with his 
family by his side, after a short illness, at Barnswallow 
Place Nursing Home in Elmira on Wednesday, March 30, 
2016. Ian Fraser in his 88th year.

PRETORIUS, JAMES (JP)  | Passed away unexpectedly on 
Wednesday, March 23, 2016. He was 48 years old. James 
was born in Springs, Transvaal, South Africa and moved to 
Canada in 1996. James was very proud and supportive of 
his children Jaden and Janessa Pretorius of Wellesley ON. 

SCHULTZ, MARTHA MAE  | Passed away peacefully sur-
rounded by the love of her family on Friday, April 1, 2016 
at St. Mary’s General Hospital, Kitchener. Martha was 
born 83 years ago in Hutchinson, Kansas and resided in 
Wellesley.

OBITUARY

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

& WIN a FREE 
20th Anniversary Mug!

While supplies last. Mug must be picked up at the o�ce of the 
Observer (20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira) by Friday, April 29, 2016.
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BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

CYCLIST & 
PROFESSIONAL 

MECHANIC
PETER STREET

WITH

VISIT US TODAY!

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 Finished Flat Work/Floors
 Foundations & Footings
 Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios
 Decorative & Exposed Concrete
 Coloured Concrete

SPECIALIZING IN:

519-747-4414kroetschconcrete.com kroetschconstruction@hotmail.ca

SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.
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FOR RENT
Your Business Here! 

Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca
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Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

UNITED ROOFING
1-519-261-0639 • Mount Forest, ON

Asphalt Shingle Roofing
Steel Roofing
Aluminum Soffit & Fascia
Vinyl Siding
Board Siding
Drywalling
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

Notice of Public Meeting 
Township of Woolwich 

Technical Advisory Group (TAG)
Thursday, April 14, 2016

Council Chambers, 2nd Floor 
Administration Building, 24 Church Street West, Elmira

6:30 p.m. Public Meeting

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 
NOTICE OF HEARING

FURTHER TO THE ORIGINAL NOTICE ON MARCH 24, 2016 PLEASE SEE THE AMENDED 
INFORMATION FOR ONLY MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A5/2016

All other information from the original notice remains the same.

On April 18, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. the Committee will meet to consider the following applications.  All 
persons interested in the applications may attend and may contact Nancy Thompson regarding 
meeting details or visit the Township Webpage – News and Events – Current Public Notices.

The Committee will also consider submissions for or against the applications if submitted to the 
Township of Woolwich no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 12, 2016.  Submissions can be forwarded 
to Jeremy Vink at the address noted at the top of this page, by email jvink@woolwich.ca or by 
fax 519-669-4669.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 5/2016 – Amy Moore, 16 Memorial Avenue, Elmira
The applicant is requesting permission to:
• amend the definition of a basement to allow exposure of less than one half of the area (i.e. 

approximately 25% whereas 50% is required) of the exterior wall between finished grade and 
the first floor level; and

• recognize a reduced ingress/egress of approximately 3 metres for the existing driveway 
whereas 6 metres in required,

in order to allow a dwelling conversion to use the basement. The applicant is proposing to 
convert the existing single detached dwelling into three residential units. The property is zoned 
Buffer Commercial Urban (C-2) and contains a single detached dwelling and detached garage.

ICE STORM - COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL OF TREE BRANCHES
Below are several options for residents:

Township-wide Collection 
Program

• Collection will begin April 11, 2016

• Branches from the storm need to be on the bou-
levard by 7:00 am

• Residents are asked to place branches in a con-
sistent direction in a neat orderly fashion

• Please ensure all sidewalks are kept clear

• Residents of Elmira are asked to delay putting 
out any more branches until after the Maple Syr-
up Festival

1
Free Drop Off at the Elmira 

Transfer Station on April 9, 2016
• Branches from the ice storm can be dropped off 

at the transfer station free of charge on April 9 
from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

2 3
Yard Waste Collection

• The Region of Waterloo resumes the Yard Waste 
Collection program the week of April 4, 2016

• Residents may dispose of branches less than  
7.5 cm (3 in.) in diameter, bundled, tied and un-
der 92 cm (3 ft.) in length

• Any debris larger than noted above will not be 
collected by the Region

If you have questions about any of the above, please feel  
free to call the Township at 519-669-6041.

Thanks for your patience and understanding as we work to clean up Woolwich!

BRESLAU COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
It’s Your Breslau! Bring Your Input!

Join us: Sunday, April 24, 2016 
Anytime from: 1:00 to 4:00 pm

At: Breslau Community Centre, Gymnasium 
100 Andover Drive, Breslau

If you have any questions, please contact:
Mayor Sandy Shantz, sshantz@woolwich.ca
Councillor Murray Martin, mmartin@woolwich.ca

Councillor Larry Shantz, lshantz@woolwich.ca
David Brenneman, CAO, dbrenneman@woolwich.ca

• Complimentary Barbecue
• Colouring and Crafts for Kids

Bring the family:

HOW YOU CAN HELP
IDENTIFY PRIORITIES

PARK UPGRADES
IMPROVEMENTS
INFRASTRUCTURE

PROGRAMS
SERVICES

TALK TO COUNCIL
OPEN DISCUSSIONS
COLLABORATION

SUGGESTIONS
COMMUNICATION
QUESTIONS

HOW WE CAN HELP

DROP IN ANYTIME

THE ROOTS IN BRESLAU ARE STRONG, LET’S GROW BRESLAU TOGETHER
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LIVING HERE
BEHIND THE WHEEL / A PASSION FOR CARS

CHEF’S TABLE | 31HERITAGE | 31

WHITNEY NEILSON

David Holmes and one 
piece of his impressive 
car collection are making 
their way to the infamous 
Watkins Glen International 
next week as part of cel-
ebrations for the track’s 
reopening.

The Elmira resident is 
used to being asked to show 
his cars. He owns four race 
cars and five vintage street 
cars.

This time around he’s 

Elmira’s David Holmes will be taking a vintage MG raced by legendary Canadian driver Tommy 
Hoan down to the historical New York venue, where it’s sure to draw more than a bit of attention

been asked to bring his 1949 
MG TC. 

“It was raced in the early 
50s by a Canadian by the 
name of Tommy Hoan. He 
started racing in Ontario at 
the airport tracks and then 
he went down to the States. 
In 1952 he was clocked on 
Grand Island in that car in 
a race doing 107 miles an 
hour, which was absolutely 
phenomenal and then 
he went down to Watkins 
Glen,” Holmes explains.

Owned by NASCAR, 

Watkins Glen is one of the 
most famous race tracks 
in the world. The opening 
weekend from Apr. 15-17 
will start off the 2016 racing 
season.

Hoan drove this car in 
Watkins Glen when they 
used to race on the country 
roads. 

“They would race 
through town and then 
about eight miles out into 
the country and then back 
into town. And there was an 
accident where a little boy 

was killed – it happened 
in front of Tommy Hoan 
– and it ended road racing 
in America. And after that 
they built a race track,” 
Holmes said.

Hoan sold the car in 1953 
and it stayed in the States 
until 2010 when Holmes 
learned that the man who 
owned it had died sud-
denly. 

“I made a beeline to 
Jamestown, New York and 
brought the car back to 
Canada where it’s going to 

stay,” Holmes said.
Holmes has been racing 

with the Vintage Automo-
bile Racing Association of 
Canada for nearly a decade 
now, having taken on the 
sport when he was nearing 
60. 

While his trophy case 
is full, he’s most proud of 
his 2010 Copper Bucket by 
the MG Vintage Racers of 
America for “representing 
the spirit of vintage racing,” 

The Elmira Maple Syr-
up Festival has wrapped up 
for another year. It’s a pop-
ular event that gives back 
to the community thanks 
to the efforts of many vol-
unteers. 

In that vein, we like to 
take part in fundraisers 
such as the “dinner in a 
hurry” program at River-
side Public School and this 
weekend’s Guys and Dolls 
cut-a-thon in support of 
the Brain Tumour Walk.

It takes a lot of time and 
effort to make these events 
a success.  The commit-
ment is a testament to our 
community and people 
within. 

With maple syrup fresh 
on people’s mind – and 
maybe some fresh supplies 
on hand – these maple 
syrup cream tarts are an-
other yummy celebration 
of maple!  Happy baking!

Putting 
that fresh 
maple 
syrup to 
yummy use

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Elmira’s David Holmes is heading to Watkins Glen International next week for its opening weekend after being invited to show off his 1949 MG TC, which was raced in the ’50s by Canadian legend Tommy Hoan. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

All revved up for Watkins Glen

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON
www.leroysautocare.net

Stop by the shop and 
enter our draw this month 
for a $100 gift card to 
The Crossroads Family 
Restaurant in Elmira!

– Melanie 
Accredited  

Test & Repair Facility
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Fun, Fabulous
Fashion & Gifts!

fb and me
Boutique

40 Arthur St. S Elmira

TUES & WED 10 - 5:30  |  Thurs 10 - 8  |  FRI 10 - 5:30  |  SAT 10 - 4
519-210-1200

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for Non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

APRIL 8

COFFEE TIME AND MORE! 9:45-11:30 a.m. at Gale 
Presbyterian Church, 10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. 
Join Woolwich Community Health Centre counsellor 
Marinela and Low German health worker Anna for 
some coffee, tea and cookies. Discuss everyday 
struggles that everyone faces. Come and share your 
stories, learn from each other’s successes and learn 
new ways to cope with today’s challenges. For more 
information call Marinela at 519-664-3794, ext. 235. 
Free child care provided for participants. 

PRACTICAL SKILLS TO LIVE Well as We Age. This six-
week course runs Fridays, Apr.  1 to May 6, 10 a.m. 
- noon at the Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. Course facilitated by 
Bernadette Vanspall, physiotherapist, and Joy Finney 
health promoter. Learn and explore ways to protect 
your joints and spine, how to build bone and muscle 
strength and more. For information call 519-664-3794.

STEPS TO A HEALTHIER You. This eight-week course 
is facilitated by a registered dietitian, counsellor and 
physiotherapist. Tuesdays from Apr. 5 - May 24, 1:30-
4 p.m. at Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. The course will support you in 
achieving and maintaining healthy lifestyle choices. 
For more information call 519-664-3794.

HUGS (HEALTH, UNDERSTANDING, GROWTH, Sharing) 
at the Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. For parents and their children 
(0-5 yrs of age) living in the catchment area of 
WCHC; 9:30-11 a.m. on the 2nd and 4th Friday of 

every month. Upcoming sessions: Apr. 8, Intentional 
Relationships: Preparing for a New Baby; Apr. 22, 
Yoga and Zumba for Kids. For more information call 
Heidi 519-664-3794, ext. 237.

APRIL 11

LIBRARY NIGHT, 7 P.M. at Gale Presbyterian Church, 
10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. Featuring guest speaker 
Sharon Dow. Also Ann Schieckoff, representative 
for Living Books, will have books for sale. Please 
join us for an evening of books, fellowship and 
refreshments; 20% discount given if purchasing 
books for your church library.

APRIL 12 

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY SERVICES HAS trained 
volunteers available to complete your income tax 
return. This service is offered free of charge to people 
with limited income. To find out if you qualify drop by 
or call Woolwich Community Services at 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira; 519-669-5139.

DIABETES CONNECTION. DROP IN on the second 
Tuesday of every month, 6-7 p.m. at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. 
Diabetes Connection is a support group for individuals 
diagnosed with diabetes and their support people. For 
more information call Tiffany at 519-664-3794, ext. 241. 

APRIL 13

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.). Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville 
Rd., St. Jacobs. Cost $11. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noonday meal, 

fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for 
more info. 

APRIL 14

NEW HORIZONS WELCOMES ALL zoomers, boomers and 
seniors. Enjoy coffee or tea and a  delicious snack. Topic: 
Missing People of Ontario, presented by Sgt. Gordon 
Stinson, Waterloo Regional Police; $2 per person, 10–
11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill Community Centre. For more 
information call Joan Haid at 519-648-2742 or email at 
jehaid@xplorenet.ca. 

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FELLOWSHIP FOR Seniors, 
10:30 a.m., 200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. God’s Grace 
in my Life - Bruce Nicholson; M is for Memories photo 
management by Patti Metzger. Suggested donation 
$7/person - includes hot lunch. For more information 
contact Reta Malloy 519-669-8752.

SENIORS LUNCH AT NOON. Breslau Community 
Centre, 100 Andover Dr., Breslau. Cost $6. Join us for a 
noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call Community 
Care Concepts 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-
1900 for more info.

HUGS (HEALTH, UNDERSTANDING, GROWTH, Sharing) 
at the Breslau Community Centre (100 Andover 
Dr., Breslau). For parents and children (0-5 yrs of 
age) living in the catchment area of WCHC. 9:30-11 
a.m. on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of every month. 
Discuss parenting and child health issues. Upcoming 
sessions: Apr. 14, Baby Food Basics; Apr. 28, Infant 
Sign Language. For more information, call Heidi at 
519-664-3794, ext. 237.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

519-669-1459  •  www.elmiracommunity.org
Birdland Plaza, 112 Oriole Parkway, Unit 5, Elmira

“I Deserve Rejection – 
But He Gave Me Acceptance”

Sunday, April 10

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, 
April 10th
9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

“Joy”
Speaker: Dustin Martin

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Sunday, April 10th

11:00 am

Speaker: David Marsh

Maintaining Standards 
in an Age of Tolerance

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy  58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
John 21: 1-9

Apr. 16, 9am Learn to Can Sausage
Register @ 519-669-5123

7pm Rescue Junction Concert

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

The Book of Revelation
verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter

CALVARY CHAPEL

500 Northfield Dr. West, Waterloo  •  226-234-8384

Sunday Service 3:00 pm
meets at All Saints 
Anglican Church
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T h e  G r i l l
On the Green

OPEN ●Daily MENUNEW

519-669-1651
ext 27

40 Eldale Road
Elmira, ON

Located @
The Elmira Golf Club

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

A SPECIAL POST FOR A

MONDAY
HALF

    PRICE
Appetizers

FREE Appetizer

& ShareFRIDAY

$11
Fish & Chip

WEDNESDAY

Burger

Wings

THURSDAY

TUESDAY

$2
Tacos

SATURDAY NIGHT

$25
2 can dine for

THIS WEEKJoin us

FREE
Kids Eat
SUNDAY NIGHT

SEE STORE FOR DETAILSSEE STORE FOR DETAILSSEE STORE FOR DETAILSSEE STORE FOR DETAILS

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS SEE STORE FOR DETAILS SEE STORE FOR DETAILS SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

SAVE THE
DATE:

MAY

28

COMMUNITY-WIDE
GARAGE SALE
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ACROSS

1. ___-be

5. Fizzes

10. Yachting cap

15. “Anything ___?”

16. Quick bread

17. Weaken

18. Urgently

20. Magical wish granter

21. Crumbs

22. “... ___ he drove out 
of sight”

23. Earnings

25. Basket material

28. Brand, in a way

30. Babysitter’s handful

31. Screenplay writer

35. Excessive

37. Guy Fawkes Day mo.

38. “Are we there ___?”

39. Sea off Greece

42. Exported

45. Honoree’s spot

48. Telekinesis, e.g.

49. Fluorescent dye

50. Downing Street 
distance

52. Natural

53. Special delivery?

54. Amble

56. Cooking fat

57. “Life ___ We Know It”

58. Big ___ Conference

60. Dolly ___ of “Hello, 
Dolly!”

61. “___ go bragh!”

62. Bermuda, e.g.

DOWN

1. Lent’s start, e.g.: Abbr.

2. Blue Bonnet, e.g.

3. “Back in the ___”

4. Elementary particle

5. J.F.K. overseer

6. Lutra canadensis

7. Maple genus

8. Boys

9. Blue hue

11. Decorative pitcher

12. Little finger

13. Pelvic arch

14. Treeless plain

16. Beaver State

19. Attempts

20. Italy’s largest lake

23. Like a horse or lion

24. “___ It Romantic?”

26. Angers

27. “Take your pick”

29. Playwright O’Neill

32. Business abbr.

33. Slippery

34. A little night music

36. Anesthetized

40. “Beowulf,” e.g.

41. 100 kurus

43. Wayne Gretzky’s 
number

44. H+, e.g.

46. Downed a sub, say

47. Clinton, e.g.: Abbr.

50. Mom

51. ___ Major (constel-
lation)

55. Ejectors

59. Axis of ___

60. Floral ring

The Web contains a wealth of information, some useful and some real dreck 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Q. Tallying the overall 
“net” value of the World 
Wide Web, does it come 
out positive or negative?
A. Some innovations in 
life are almost inarguably 
good, such as certain medi-
cal advances. Others have 
a more varied picture, such 
as automobiles providing 
mobility but at a cost of an 
annual 1.3 million deaths 
on the roads. And perhaps 
one of the most stunningly 
varied involves the World 
Wide Web, says Vaclav 
Smil in “IEEE Spectrum” 
magazine. 

Certainly the Web con-
tains a wealth of informa-
tion, in every language and 
on almost every subject – so 

much so that trips to the 
library now seem very last 
century. Today, without 
any effort at walking or 
lifting books, you can have 
an electronic copy of the 
information right in the 
comfort of your home. Yet, 
“when I checked the first 30 
websites in my 2005 Oxford 
book Creating the Twenti-
eth Century, I discovered 
that 19 of them (63.3%) were 
defunct. … Who ever heard 
of a library losing nearly 
two-thirds of a collection in 
a single decade?

Sure, the Web lets you 
order the oddest consumer 
items directly from any-
where in the world — if you 
don’t mind getting your 
Visa card information hi-
jacked in the process by a 
teenager in Latvia. And, “it 
contains practically every 
great poem ever written 
in scores of languages – 

but also the outpourings 
of semi-educated, self-
appointed, and endlessly 
opinionated, logorrheic 
bloggers.”

As Smil concludes: “Are 
these positive or negative 
considerations when trying 
to net the value of the Web? 
Or are they the very es-
sence of its existence?”
Q. At Guinness World 
Records, how bizarre do 
things get at times–ei-
ther with the records or 
their testing?
A. Expert at such ques-
tions is Guinness records 
tester Sam Mason–with 
a background in physics 
and IT–who points to a 
recent testing for the most 
spears caught from a spear 
gun in one minute, while 
underwater, says Catherine 
deLange in “New Scien-
tist” magazine. The record 
is held by an Australian 

famous for his fast reflexes. 
Of all the thousands of ap-
plications, only maybe 5% 
go on to break the record. 
A type of record impossible 
to break is being “first” 
at something, since firsts 
aren’t really breakable.

“In it for the fame” were a 
group of friends who wanted 
to make the largest wheel-
barrow and ended up build-
ing a fully functional one 
the height of a double-deck-
er bus, pulled by a tractor. 
And one of Mason’s favor-
ites: the record for the high-
est popping toaster held by 
10-year-old Matthew Lucci, 
who got a high-speed mo-
tor to spin a flywheel within 
the toaster. This ejected the 
toast to just over 4.5 meters 
(about 15 feet). 

For Mason, one of the 
best parts of the job is that 
he’s able to explain more 
about the background of an 

achievement. :The record is 
a good storytelling device. 
People do love the superla-
tive, and it puts Guinness 
in a good position, being 
the generally accepted 
reference for all things su-
perlative.”
 Q.  True or False:  A boa 
constrictor kills its prey 
by suffocating it.
A.  False.  Actually, it turns 
out that the snake kills like a 
“demon blood pressure cuff, 
squeezing down circulation 
to its final stop,” reported 
Susan Milius in “Science 
News” magazine.  As ecolo-
gist Scott Bobac says, snakes 
are extraordinary hunters.  
Lacking hands and feet, 
they depend on speed to 
contend with flailing claws 
and hooves so, “embracing 
prey into heart failure is 
faster than suffocating it.”  

 In attacking a rat, for 
instance, a boa constric-

tor will cinch several loops 
around its upper body 
and press hard enough “to 
starve organs of oxygen-
ated blood.”  Within six 
minutes or so, the snake 
releases its grip — the rat’s 
circulation having faltered 
and failed — and swallows 
the rodent whole (“Journal 
of Experimental Biology”).

 And one more serpen-
tine myth to lay to rest:  
It’s not the snake’s jaws 
separating at the back 
that makes this possible.  
Rather, the movable bones 
in the head and stretchy 
cartilage allow the chin to 
open wide and engorge the 
prey.  

John Metzger | Brazil In February, John embarked on an agricultural tour of Brazil. Thanks for taking your Observer with 
you to share your adventure.

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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HERITAGE: Putting a piece of racing history back out on the track
FROM | 27

which he received after 
only four years of racing.

Holmes recently returned 
to Elmira from Lakeland, 
Florida where he spends 
the winter, in order to fix 
the car before the event.

“The car broke on me 
with one lap to go in the 
second last race. I broke 
an oil pressure line to the 
head. That’s why I’m back 
here freezing my butt off 
because I had to come back, 
fix the oil line, and then run 
the car to make sure that 
there wasn’t any damage to 
the engine. Because if there 
was damage then I’d have 
to put another motor in it,” 
Holmes said.

He raced the 1949 MG 
TC in Amelia Island, which 
was also an airport race-
way. He says they haven’t 
raced there since 1972, so it 
was a big event. He hadn’t 
planned on going because 
of complications with get-
ting a medical done. But 
he ran into someone in 
Lakeland who worked for 
the Sportscar Vintage Rac-
ing Association who told 
him he was eligible to race 
because he’d had a physical 
within the year. 

He zipped back home to 
Canada, picked up his race 
car and his son, and re-
turned to Amelia Island.

the reopening of the track 
because they repaved the 
track. The governor’s go-
ing to be there, the mayor, 
and a whole bunch of other 
dignitaries. He said that 
he would pay me to bring 
my car down and drive it 
around the track for half a 
day and maybe give rides. 
I pretty quickly said yes,” 

“The first day there, this 
same lady asked me if I 
would like to participate in 
a promotional for the race. 
It was being done at the 
Channel 4 Jacksonville TV 
station, which I agreed to. 
There I met Tony Parella 
who owns SVRA, and I gave 
him a little history on the 
car. He did the promotion, 

Holmes said.
A variety of vintage race 

cars will be showcased at 
the ceremony as part of the 
track’s opening weekend.

As for if any of said dig-
nitaries will get to go for a 
spin in Tommy Hoan’s for-
mer car?

“I think there’s a good 
chance that’ll happen.”

he was interviewed and I 
was in the background,” 
Holmes said.

There were two cars 
brought down for that 
event, his and a Corvette. 
Parella asked Holmes if he 
was busy in April and he 
said he wasn’t. 

“He said they’re having 
a ceremony to celebrate 

CHEF’S TABLE:  
Tarting up the 
maple syrup
FROM | 27

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

2013 RAM 1500 OUTDOORSMAN CREW 4X4
5.7 V8 Hemi engine, heated seats and steering wheel, 
back-up camera, Uconnect 8.4 media with Bluetooth. 
Anti-spin rear axle, fog lights and more. Finished in black 
and grey two-tone. Only 31,600 kilometers. $34,995.

269
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 RAM 1500 SLT QUAD CAB 4X4
3.6 liter V6 engine with 8 speed automatic transmis-
sion, remote start, Bluetooth and much more. Has 
Chrysler Gold Plan extended warranty. Finished in 
true blue. Only 52,100 kilometers. $29,995.

203
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2009 DODGE CALIBER SXT H/B
4 cylinder with automatic transmission, air condition-
ing, alloy wheels, fog lights and more. Vehicle well 
maintained and in excellent condition. Finished in blue, 
only 106,700 kilometers. $7,995.

$7,995
+ HST

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

169
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2013 DODGE JOURNEY CREW
7 passenger seating, V6 engine, rear seat video group, 
heated seats and steering wheel, rear climate, rear 
back-up camera, Bluetooth and more. Finished in White, 
only 40,400km. $21,995.

2010 DODGE CALIBER SXT H/B
4 cylinder engine with automatic transmission, air 
conditioning, heated seats, alloy wheels, fog lights, 
cruise control, power windows/locks and more. Only 
64,500 kms, finished in white. $9,995.

110
48 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2011 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED 4X4
Sahara model with 6-speed manual transmission, 
dual tops, air conditioning and more. Finished in 
White. Only 67,400 kilometers$29,995.

269
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$169
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CREW PLUS
2nd & 3rd row Stow-n-go seating. Many extras incld 
leather seating, heated seats & steering wheel, 
Navigation, Bluetooth, remote start, back-up camera, 
power side doors & liftgate & more. Finished in 
Maximum Steel Only 59,100km. $24,995.

2010 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
RT model with all-wheel-drive, leather interior, heated 
seats, power driver’s seat, remote start, Uconnect with 
Bluetooth, back-up camera, power sunroof and more. 
finished in Cashmere, only 115,800 kilometers. $13,995.

153
48 mths
@ 5.99%

$

FINANCING
Some conditions apply, see dealer for details.

ACROSS OUR 2016 LINE-UP!

Maple Cream 
Tarts
1 cup brown sugar
4 eggs
1/4 cup maple syrup
1-1/2 cups 35% cream 
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon 
12 - 3” tart shells 
1/4 cup whipped cream to 
garnish the tarts

Preheat oven to 325 F.
Whisk together brown 

sugar and eggs until light 
and fluffy, drizzle in maple 
syrup. Add whipping 
cream and finally whisk in 
the flour and cinnamon.  

Pour into tart shells up to 
the top but not overflowing. 
Bake in oven at 325 F until 
the filling is firm and the 
pastry is golden brown, ap-
proximately 15-18 minutes. 

Allow to cool and finish 
with whipped cream and 
serve.

Holmes owns four race cars and five vintage street cars, which he brings out to drive and race as weather permits.  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

87¢per sq ft
REG 2.19

 16” x 16”
PORCELAIN

TILE REG 2.19REG 2.19REG 2.19REG 2.19REG 2.19

$137per sq ft
REG 1.99

 12” x 24”
PORCELAIN

TILE REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

$167per sq ft
REG 3.79

3” X 6”
SUBWAY

TILE REG 3.79REG 3.79REG 3.79REG 3.79REG 3.79

4 DAYS ONLY!

4 DAYS ONLY!

4 DAYS ONLY!

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

87¢per sq ft
REG 1.99

KRONO
SWISS

LAMINATE
wide plank oak REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

$127per sq ft
REG 3.19

KRONO
SWISS

LAMINATE
AC4 commercial grade

2 modern colours REG 3.19REG 3.19REG 3.19REG 3.19REG 3.19

$157per sq ft
REG 3.29

12MM 
CLICK

LAMINATE
oak or rustic hickory REG 3.29REG 3.29REG 3.29REG 3.29REG 3.29

4 DAYS ONLY!

4 DAYS ONLY!

4 DAYS ONLY!

swiss made

swiss made
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IN STOCK

$397per sq ft
REG 8.99

NEW
LEDGE
STONE

over 12 colours in stock! REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

4 DAYS ONLY!

from

TILE & LAMINATE SALE!

4DAYS
ONLY!

  THURS/FRI 9-9
 SATURDAYAPRIL 9 9-6
    SUNDAYAPRIL 1011-5

HOURS:
Mon.-Wed.
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9:30-5:30
Thur.-Fri.
9:30-7:00
Saturday
9:30-5:30

The Shops At Roxton

www.elmiragiftoutlet.com

UniUnion St., Elmira1 Union St., Elmira

ww

1 Uni1111 UniUniUniUni

519.669.3072519.669.3072

11111

Teams from Woodside Christian High School in Breslau and Elmira District Secondary School 
put their robots to the test at the annual Waterloo Regional FIRST Robotics competition last 
weekend.  [SUBMITTED]

problems with the robot in 
general between matches. 
There might only be 10 to 
15 minutes between chal-
lenges to fix those prob-
lems and be ready for the 
next round.”

Although the Lancer-
bots didn’t place as highly 
as they wanted to – they 
ended up in 12th – Courtis 
says he is proud of the team 
and their high quality of 
teamwork. 

“We really figured out 
what we had to do and got 
down and did it,” he said. 
“If there was something 
that had to be fixed, you 
couldn’t spend time talking 
about it. You just had to get 
down and do it.”

For the CyberCavs, Stroo-
bosscher says one chal-
lenge they faced was trying 
to fit too many gizmos 
on the robot itself. They 
started big, and had to pare 
down their end product. 

“We started with the idea 
of wanting to do everything 
the game required us to do 
and then as we got later in 
the season, we have to dial 
it back. There was a climb-
ing aspect to the game 
where you had to climb a 
rung that was seven feet off 
the ground. We actually ran 
out of room on the robot 
for that mechanism, but we 

still did fairly well,” he said. 
Both Stroobosscher 

and Courtis are graduat-
ing from their respective 
schools this year, but have 
some things they would 
like the teams to work on 
in their absence for next 
year’s regional competi-
tions. 

“I think that we can 
when they are designing 
the robot, to make the ro-
bot slightly more efficient, 
said Courtis. “Every year 
we have been able to com-
plete the task, but it is just 
the speed we can complete 
the task at. So that is one 
thing I really hope to pri-
oritized for next year - ef-
ficiency.”

Stroobosscher says he 
wants to see the WCHS 
CyberCavs keep using the 
resources around them to 
develop their time manage-

ment skills – something he 
says took a big leap forward 
with this year’s team. 

“I think this year, we 
established ourselves as 
a team and how to work 
properly as a team. There 
are tasks that we have pre-
viously just thrown time 
at, where as this year, we 
have been very organized 
and we had mentors that 
have really headed up 
departments rather than 
throwing jobs at people,” 
he said. “The team struc-
ture has been really good. 
They have all really helped 
us learn a structure and get 
things done.”

To check out the Cyber-
Cavs robot and to learn 
more about their team, 
visit www.cybercavs.com. 
To learn more about 
the Lancerbots, visit 
www.4917.ca.

ROBOTICS: Putting their skills to the test
FROM | 3


