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LRT SURCHARGE 
COULD APPLY
TO TWP. HOMES

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM

26,997$ *
LEASE PAYMENT
FOR 48 MONTHS*

$3,570 DOWN  | 0.9% LEASE RATE

$238
MODELS EQUIPPED
WITH EYESIGHT®

†

26 Manitou Drive, Kitchener, ON  |  Tel: (519) 894-2050
www.geminimotors.com

**MSRP of $24,995 on 2016 Crosstrek Touring 5MT (GX1TP). Lease rate of (0.9%) for (48) months. Monthly payment is ($238 on 2016 Crosstrek) with ($3,570) down payment. Option to purchase at end of lease is ($12,699) with ($4,304) due 
on signing. Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus charges for Freight/PDI ($1,675 on 2016 Crosstrek), Air Conditioning Charge ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($17.75), OMVIC Fee ($10), Dealer Admin ($199). Freight/PDI charge includes 
a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown: 2016 Crosstrek Limited Package CVT w/ Tech with an MSRP of $31,895. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or 

as shown. Offers available until August 31st, 2016. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details. ‡Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods.

Woodlot property 
owners face large 
tax increase
Once deemed farmland, agriculture 
brush lands deemed “residential” in 
latest revision

STEVE KANNON

FACING A FIVE-FOLD IN-
CREASE in his property 
taxes, a Woolwich land-
owner is looking to reverse 
that assessment call. So far, 
he’s had trouble getting as 
much as an explanation.

The Municipal Property 
Assessment Corporation 
notice received by Carlo 
Tucci applies to a 45-acre 
piece of farmland on Benja-

min Road. The revised as-
sessment changes to “resi-
dential” from “farmland” 
the property’s 15 acres of 
brush and trees, sending 
the taxes soaring.

“MPAC tells me they can’t 
designate it as farmland 
because the 15 acres is not 
farmland and the only des-
ignation they can assign the 
acreage is residential,” he 
explained. “ Now here is the 
truly insane part: the land 
is inaccessible because it’s 

landlocked on all sides and 
the rear, and the only way 
to get to it is through the 30 
acres of farmland with its 
crops.”

The distinction between 
the farmed land and the 
woodlot has never been 
an issue, he added, noting 
he’s not alone in dealing 
with the reassessment and 
higher taxes.

“I’ve never had a problem 
since I bought it in 1998,” he 
said of the land and its tax 

designation.
Richard Petherick, Wool-

wich’s finance director, says 
Tucci’s is not an isolated 
case. While the township is 
sympathetic, it is powerless 
to change the tax-rate clas-
sification set by MPAC.

“The township can only 
bill on what MPAC informa-
tion we have,” he explained, 
adding the only clarifica-
tion he’s heard is that as 
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Crazy hats and punny team names were all part of the friendly 
competition that took over the ball diamonds in Wellesley last weekend 
for the 32nd annual Don Green Memorial Slo-Pitch tournament. Money 
raised goes to the Don Green Memorial Fund and to support sports and 
youth in the community. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Wellesley diamonds busy over the 
weekend during fundraising Don Green 
Memorial Slo-Pitch tournament

Give him some 
“props” for the swing
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woodlots are not deemed 
farmland, they become sub-
ject to the residential rate.

“Residential is essentially 
a default assessment.”

As it stands, property 
owners in Tucci’s situation 

can appeal to MPAC for a 
reassessment, Petherick 
noted. If that fails, there are 
further legal steps.

MPAC has not acknowl-
edged the extent of the 
problem, though in a state-
ment it pointed to the ap-

peal process.
“MPAC conducts ongo-

ing reviews to ensure farm 
properties are accurately 
assessed and corrections 
are made where necessary. 
A review of a farm property 
could be triggered from 
ongoing data verification, 
updated tenant informa-
tion, sales investigations, 
building permits and sever-
ances which may result in 
changes to the valuation 
or classification of a farm 
property, including wooded 

MPAC: Bureaucratic decision leaves woodlot owners in a bind pending another reassessment
FROM | COVER

Alex and London Ahier enjoyed a rainy afternoon making bracelets during  a “Crafternoon” of fun Tuesday at the Elmira Library. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

A GOOD TIME TO GET CRAFTY AT THE LIBRARY

519-669-0237
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hair removal

acreage,” Karen Russell, the 
agency’s director of valu-
ation and customer rela-
tions, said in an email to 
The Observer.

“We are committed to 
working with property own-
ers who may be part of the 
review and we will work 
with them to resolve any 
questions or concerns they 
may have.”

Tucci has been in touch 
with officials, including lo-
cal MPPs and the township, 
but so far has not heard 

anything assuring about 
the situation he and others 
face.

At a time of heightened 
environmental sensitivities, 
he points out the irony that 
owners of woodlots could 
avoid the tax hit by clear-
cutting the trees and con-
verting the land to farming. 

“I don’t want to do this 
because I want to preserve 
the ecosystem in the back, 
as the acreage is part of a 
larger forested area. So I am 
stumped, and others will 

be in the same position. 
I believe MPAC has erred 
and should reassess it as 
all farmland or reduce the 
value of the forested area so 
it has little or no impact on 
the new taxes,” he said.

In his case, it’s not as 
though the land deemed 
“residential” can be used 
for that purpose – it’s still 
zoned strictly for agricul-
tural use. His property con-
tains no buildings, but is 
simply used for farming on 
the accessible portions.
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Have your say on climate 
change at town hall meeting 
tonight in Kitchener

LIZ BEVAN 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND OUR 
role in it generates a range of 
opinion. The federal govern-
ment wants to know yours.

There is a consensus in 
the scientific community, 
and the government wants 
to talk about it tonight, Aug. 
18, in Kitchener. 

Kitchener-Conestoga MP 
Harold Albrecht will be there 
and he says that it is an con-
versation the country needs 
to have. 

“I think it is important 
that all of us address the 
issues that are out there 
relating not only to climate 
change, but pollution and 
the management of our 
planet in general,” he said 
ahead of the Federal Cli-
mate Action Consultation 
town hall event. “In my past 
involvement, I have always 
supported initiatives to 
promote energy efficiency, 
whether that is through con-
servation or the Silver Leaf 
program or energy research 
and to find alternative en-
ergy sources.”

With four Liberal Party 
MPs attending as well, Al-
brecht says he hopes to offer 
an alternative viewpoint to 
the conversation. 

“I think we can all agree 
that we need to do our part, 
but what I think we disagree 
on, is that at this point, I am 
not a supporter of a carbon 
tax,” he said. “There are so 
many factors that none of 
us can presume to have all 
the answers. Whenever I go 
to these round table discus-
sions, or town hall meetings, 
I am there to learn. I also 
want to bring to the table 
some things that are often 
missed.”

As the federal representa-
tive representing a mixed 
rural/urban riding, farmers 
are an important part of 
fighting climate change for 
Albrecht.

“I have tons of farmers 
and agricultural people in 
the area and I don’t think 
they are recognized for the 

great contribution they 
make to preserve the envi-
ronment,” he said. “For ex-
ample, preserving a woodlot 
or wetland, or even planting 
trees on marginal land. 
These are things that help 
our environment by improv-
ing our carbon emissions. I 
don’t think the farmers are 
recognized. They are not rec-
ognized in an endorsement 
way, let alone a financial.”

He wants to see a partner-
ship between economy and 
environmentalism.

“You can’t have one 
without the other. We could 
decrease the amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions 
in Canada, decrease it dras-
tically, but it would mean 
taking half the cars off the 
road and shutting down half 
the industry and putting 
people out of jobs. That is 
one of my concerns about 
the carbon tax,” he said. “If 
we implement a significant 
carbon tax, will that help 
the overall carbon issue, or 
will it just shift jobs offshore 
where jurisdictions are not 
implementing the rigorous 
guides that we have in place.
Environmental stewardship 
and economic growth, they 
need to go hand in hand, not 
be on opposite sides of the 
spectrum.”

The town hall is open to 
the public, and Albrecht 
encourages the Kitchener-
Conestoga constituents to 
make their vices heard.

“If this is important 
to you, let your views be 
known. Don’t limit yourself 
to just the town hall. We 
know people are busy and 
they can’t get to everything 
they want to go to, so if you 
can’t be there, write me a 
note. Follow up with a note 
to my office. We want that 
input,” he said. 

The Federal Climate Ac-
tion Consultation starts at 7 
p.m. on Aug. 18 in the Kitch-
ener City Hall rotunda.

It isn’t mandatory for at-
tendance, but guests are 
asked to register at www.
reepgreen.ca.

Gerald Davidson & The Country Versatiles entertained quite a crowd on Sunday night in Elmira for the Sunday Night Concert Series. There are only three more left this summer, with the 
series wrapping up on Sept. 4. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

THE SUMMER OF MUSIC CONTINUES

Project a potential drain on 
residents’ wallets, patience
Some St. Jacobs landowners left unsatisfi ed following public meeting about 
old, all-but-forgotten municipal drain that runs under the village

WHITNEY NEILSON

A MUNICIPAL DRAIN DIS-
COVERED in St. Jacobs 
during the King Street 
reconstruction project is 
rubbing some residents the 
wrong way.

The drain was the sub-
ject of an information night 
hosted Aug. 3 by Woolwich 
officials and GM BluePlan 
Engineering, the firm hired 
by the township to exam-
ine the drain. The meet-
ing was held to get input 
from property owners and 
answer any questions they 

might have.
Known as Municipal 

Drain #10, it was autho-
rized by the township in 
1953 under the Municipal 
Drainage Act. It begins on 
the west side of town at the 
old CNR Line and finishes 
on the east side in the river 
flats at the Conestogo Riv-
er, receiving runoff from a 
large watershed.

If portions of the drain 
are found to be in poor 
condition, landowners will 
be assessed a portion of the 
as-yet-determined repair 
costs.

Dale Frey, one of the af-
fected landowners, was 
at the public meeting. He 
came away unconvinced by 
the process.

“Homeowners should 
know what they’re up 
against. There’s a lot of 
people who don’t have a 
clue. They’re trying to rail-
road it through,” Frey said 
of the township’s plan.

A letter was sent to prop-
erty owners on July 5 to 
make them aware of  the 
meeting, the Tuesday after 
the August long weekend.

Jared Puppe of the town-

ship’s engineering depart-
ment says the first meeting 
was just to gather informa-
tion from residents.

“In this case we have a 
drain that’s been around 
for a long, long time, since 
1953 and we’ve built up 
around it, various changes 
have occurred to the drain, 
but the status of the drain 
remains. That’s a very im-
portant fact is that because 
of the legislation the drain 
does still exist. And unless 
there was a closure through 

DRAIN | 5



4 | NEWS THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 2016

The Grand River Truck and Tractor Pull is back this summer, with machines from all across the province gathering in Elora to compete on Aug. 26 and 27. [FILE PHOTO]
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Horsepower to step up a few notches at Grand River Raceway for popular tractor pull
LIZ BEVAN

A SHOW OF STRENGTH, 
horsepower and might, 
the Grand River Truck and 
Tractor Pull is back. 

In Elora on Aug. 26 and 
27, spectators will be treat-
ed to a spectacular show, 
with tractors and trucks 
revving their engines and 
pulling big weight, and 
some struggling in the 
process. 

The show features 16 
categories for trucks and 
tractor drivers to enter, in-
cluding 8,000 lb modified 
tractors, super mod 4x4 
trucks, gas 4x4 trucks, die-
sel 4x4 trucks, and much, 
much more.

Organizer Derek Bruder 
says there will be some 
new categories this year, 
as well. 

“On the Friday night 
we are continuing our 
program of local truck 
and tractors with a new 
addition for 2016, local 
highway tractors,” he said. 
“Saturday night’s lineup 
is also expanding with the 
addition of super modified 
two-wheel-drive trucks. 
These trucks are approxi-
mately 2000 horsepower, 
and a special guest demo 
puller. The surprise will be 
revealed that night.”

The big draw for the 
crowds, however, is the 
King of the Pull contest on 
the Friday night. Bruder 
says it is the culmination 
of contests from through-
out the summer.

“It consists of four pulls 
throughout the summer 
which pullers accumulate 

points for the title of King 
of Pull,” he said, adding 
that the next evening, 
there are more events that 
pack the stands. “Satur-
day night’s big draws are 
the pro stock tractors and 
the super modified 2WD 
trucks – lots of horsepow-
er and noise.”

This is only the second 
year that organizers have 
held a two-day event in the 
13 years the Grand River 
Tractor and Truck Pull has 
been happening after leav-
ing the Elmira area. Bruder 
says the event has always 
been a hit, continuing to 
get bigger and bigger.

“We have had great 
success with the event 
over the past few years, 
expanding our show each 
year” said Bruder. “Last 
year was our first two-
night show, which had 
fantastic results both for 
spectators and the pull 
committee. Last year 

between both nights, we 
had approximately 2,500 
spectators total.”

The weekend event has 
a different feel on each 
night and spectators can 
pick which night they 
want to attend.

“Friday night focuses 
on local trucks and trac-
tors, Saturday night 
brings smoke, speed and 
noise featuring modified 
trucks and tractors from 
all over the province,” he 
said. “As well, the Grand 
River Agricultural Society 
provides one of the best 
venues for pullers and 
spectators in Ontario.”

For when pull-watchers 
get hungry or thirsty, 
Bruder says there will be 
plenty of eats, with food 
trucks on the grounds 
supporting local service 
clubs, and a beer garden 
right next to the track. 

Tickets for Friday 
night’s events are $10, 
with kids 12 and under 
getting in for free. On 
Saturday, adult tickets 
will be $15, kids age five 
to 12 will cost $5 and kids 
under the age of five will 
be free. 

The events start up at 6 
p.m. on both Friday and 
Saturday at the Grand 
River Raceway in Elora.
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POLICE BLOTTER

A U G U S T  8

9:04 AM | Police were noti-
fied about a stolen vehicle located 
in the lot at Conestoga Mall. Police 
observed a lone male enter the ve-
hicle and attempt to start it. The 
man was then arrested by officers. A 
search of the man revealed he had a 
large quantity of stolen credit/debit 
cards, gift cards, and cash. The man 
was also wanted on the strength of 
a warrant. The police investigation 
resulted in a Kitchener man being 
charged with the following: ‘theft of 
motor vehicle,’ ‘possession of stolen 
property over $5,000,’ ‘assault with 
intent to resist arrest,’ six counts 
of ‘possess/use stolen credit card,’ 
two counts of ‘possession of stolen 
property under $5,000,’ and ‘breach 
of recognizance.’

Some crops now tall enough
to obscure visibility along roads
PERHAPS A LITTLE LESS 
robust due to the prolonged 
drought, corn in the fields 
is now tall enough to be a 
safety issue for drivers, po-
lice warn.

At this point, cornfields 
near intersections as well 
as tall vegetation in ditches 
can obscure sight lines and 
block the view of traffic on 
crossroads, prompting po-
lice to urge caution at rural 
intersections. 

Drivers must come to a 
complete stop for all stop 
signs, respecting the stop 
line if it is marked on the 
pavement. Then wait until 
the way is clear before en-
tering the intersection.

When your views are 
obstructed by tall corn or 
vegetation, use extra cau-

tion when approaching side 
roads. Carefully and slowly 
creep up to the edge of the 
intersection where you 
stop and then proceed into 
or across the intersection, 
when it is safe to do so, po-
lice advise.  

When you approach 
stop signs at intersecting 
through roadways, slow 
down well before the inter-
section. At other times of 
the year, the through road-
way motorist will have seen 
you coming, but now with 
views obscured they are un-
able to anticipate your ac-
tions. To relieve their angst, 
slow down well before the 
stop sign, make that com-
plete stop, and wait until 
traffic has cleared before 
entering the intersection.

 A U G U S T  1 2

11:50 PM | Wellington 
County OPP responded to a fatal 
collision involving a single vehicle 
at the intersection of Concession 3 
and Wellington Road 10, Mapleton 
Township.   A 2006 Pontiac van left 
the road causing it to rollover. The 
46-year-old driver, a Cambridge 
man, was pronounced dead at the 
scene. A passenger, a 17-year-old 
Palmerston girl, was taken to a 
local hospital and subsequently 
transported to a London-area 
hospital with non-life-threatening 
injuries.   The cause of the collision 
continues to be investigated by 
Technical Collision Investigators from 
the Wellington County OPP.  Anyone 
that may have witnessed the colli-
sion is asked to call 1-888-310-1122.

A U G U S T  1 4

8:45 AM | The Wellington 
County OPP received a report of 
break-and-enter to a garage stor-
age unit located on a residential 
property on Concession 7 in Wel-
lington North Township. Unknown 
suspects entered the garage on Aug. 
14 sometime between midnight 
and 8 a.m. with no sign of forced 
entry.  The investigation revealed 
that the same address had a 2005 
dark blue Audi bearing Ontario 
licence plate BKZA 781 stolen the day 
before that was previously reported. 
There was an automatic garage 
door opener inside the Audi that is 

believed to have been used by the 
suspects to gain access to the garage 
when they returned the following 
day. Stolen items include: a red 2002 
Honda CBR 1100 motorcycle, licence 
8638M; Excalibur Matrix crossbow; 
Stihl model 291 CB-E chainsaw; vari-
ous ammunition. Any person with 
information regarding this incident 
is asked to contact Wellington 
County OPP at 1-888-310-1122. Should 
you wish to remain anonymous, 
you may call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or submit a tip 
on-line at www.csgw.tips. You may 
be eligible for a reward from Crime 
Stoppers of up to $2,000.

THE ESSENCE OF FARMING

Farmers from around the region gathered at the Floradale Mennonite Church on Tuesday 
to chat about what different kinds of soils compositions can do to their crops. Here, Dave 
Bray, an environmental specialist from OMAFRA, shows the differences in water retention 
between different agricultural soils. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Bans lifted on 
open burns

Considerable rain having fallen 
earlier in the week, fire officials in 
Wellesley and Woolwich have lifted 
the open burn bans in the townships.

Those with appropriate permits are 
now able to burn materials such as 
wood, cardboard, tree limbs, brush 
and/or garden waste where the flame 
is not wholly contained. 

The lift is primarily due to a recent 
string of precipitation, as well as 
forecasts predicting rain showers 
during the coming week. As a result, 

the fire risk has decreased. 
“While the ban has been lifted, we 

ask for everyone to remain cautious, 
attentive, and have extinguishing agents 
available at all times. Woolwich has done 
a great job adhering to the recent ban, 
and it is important to maintain this.”

$926K for CITS

A regional performance hub, the 
Centre In The Square was the recipient 
last week of $926,000 courtesy of the 
Canada Cultural Spaces Fund.

The federal investment will assist 
with renovations and accessibility 
improvements to the facility, as well 

as the purchasing of specialized 
equipment. 

The Kitchener centre originally 
opened in 1980 as a state-of-the-art 
facility and remains the largest cultural 
venue in the region. 

Cost down for 
Heidelberg 
project 

A reworking of the design for a new 
field house in Heidelberg Community 
Park has the project back on track.

Reporting to Woolwich council last 
week, recreation director Ann McArthur 

said new cost estimates on the building 
now stand at $347,000, meeting the 
$350,000 threshold set by councillors.

Working with Frey Building 
Contractors, the township and rec. 
association have got costs down from 
the $442,500 in the builder’s original 
bid discussed in June, when councillors 
pressed for changes to keep the 
budget more manageable.

The community has raised about 
$275,000 so far, including a $150,000 
Ontario Trillium Fund grant, towards its 
goal of replacing the condemned field 
house. At the new estimated total, 
Woolwich can now move ahead with 
covering the rest of the costs.

7223 3rd Line RR4, Elmira 
(10min. West of Elmira)

519-669-8583
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Contact:  MAYNARD 

Come in and see our 
large selection of instock:

Shade Trees • Flowering Trees
Ornamental Flowering Shrubs
Fruit Trees • Hedges • Roses

My Services:

Acquire Wise Counsel
Whether you’re facing a specific legal issue or 
have questions that only a lawyer can properly 
answer, I am here to help. I work hard to support 
you no matter the situation at hand.

(519) 669-1736   scottgraingerlaw.ca

Criminal Law
Real Estate
Wills & Estates
Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Acquire Wise CounselAcquire Wise CounselAcquire Wise Counsel

Serving Waterloo Region, Wellington and Perth County for Over 20 Years

SCOTT GRAINGER LAW

· 8 Therapists Available

· Evening Appointments

· Deep Tissue, Relaxation, 
Sports Injury, Prenatal Massage

· Reflexology

· Matrix Repatterning

· Gift Certificates Available

Krista Sandelli 
OWNER/RMT

Jessica 
Zantinge RMT

Julie Wemp 
RMT

Caitlin Clemmer 
RMT

Julie-Maria 
Schroth RMT

Krista Bauman 
RMT

Lindsay Plantz 
RMT

Steph Gaudet 
RMT

In the old Clock Tower Building
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-3494

· 8 Therapists Available
Caitlin Clemmer 

the Municipal Act, then the 
drain continues,” Puppe 
said.

Part of the engineer’s 
report will be about the 
drain’s condition and the 
work necessary. The costs 
of the work would be ap-
portioned to all the adja-
cent property owners, he 
said. They’re still figuring 
out the exact catchment 
area.

“There was a drawing 
that went out and it’s a 
significant portion of St. 
Jacobs. That boundary 
line that’s shown on there 
may change still, we don’t 
expect huge changes but 
every property is important 
here,” Puppe said.

Frey said many residents 
think there has to be a pipe 
running under their prop-
erty to be affected, which 
isn’t the case.

“What they don’t realize 
is they’re part of the water-
shed, it affects you. It’s a 
huge area,” Frey said.

The drain was deemed 
a municipal drain under 
the Drainage Act through a 
petition. Anyone can peti-
tion a drain, whether it’s a 
landowner or a municipal-
ity. The petition for this 
drain was made in the ‘50s 
and it’s a public process, 
Puppe explained.

“The engineer is the 
one who decides if a drain 
is warranted or not, but 
essentially a drain is an 
outlet for a landowner. It’s 
oftentimes used in rural 
areas where you have a 
landlocked owner. So I 
have a farm, say that I don’t 
have an outlet anywhere 
and I need to cross maybe 
private or public property 
to get to a creek or stream 
and this is a vehicle for 
which that can occur,” 
Puppe said.

The report from that as-
sessment apportions costs 
to each landowner based 
on benefit. He says it’s 
assumed everyone in the 
catchment area benefits to 

some degree.
Frey says if he wants to 

sell his house he’ll have 
to give them disclosure. 
He questions why anyone 
who owns a home in St. 
Jacobs in the catchment 
area wasn’t advised of the 
drain, and the implications 
if work needs to be done 
on it.

“It goes through people’s 
property. They’ll have to 
uproot decks, if it’s under 
a garage, wherever it goes. 
They’re totally being un-
reasonable about it,” Frey 
said.

Puppe says it’s possible 
this could happen and 
they will be exploring all 
construction methods. The 
open cut is the most inva-
sive method.

“There is restoration 
that’s required, no differ-
ent than a reconstruction 
like you’re seeing down 
King Street. It would be the 
responsibility to restore 
everything to like or better 
condition,” Puppe said.

He notes there’s no obli-
gation by law on anyone’s 
behalf, the landowner or 
the municipality, to divulge 
that there’s a municipal 
drain under a property. 
That’s in contrast to, say as-
bestos or some other envi-
ronmental contaminant in 
your home: you’re required 
to reveal that by law.

“There is no responsibil-
ity or requirement to have 
that on record. That’s the 
truly unfortunate situation 
in all of that. It would be 
a lot easier for everybody 
if this was on title,” Puppe 
said.

He says there was the 
whole gamut of responses 
from residents at the infor-
mation night, from upset to 
understanding. 

They’re hoping to have 
their next meeting by the 
end of the year.

“That’ll be the meeting 
of interest no question be-
cause that’s where the costs 
will be all divulged at that 
time,” Puppe said.

DRAIN: Township still costing 
out a rehabilitation plan before 
coming back to the public with 
what landowners’ share will be
FROM | 3
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THIS WEEK’S PIECE ON MPAC’s reassess-
ment of agricultural woodlots is sure to drawn 
much scorn for the already much-maligned 
agency.

The Municipal Property Assessment Corporation has 
been the subject of much derision since its formation in 
1998. Some of that is the direct result of the agency’s fail-
ings. Some it has to do with market value assessment itself, 
a system that is bound to be both wrong on many occa-
sions – off high and low – and unfair.

Supporters argue wrong assessments can be righted over 
time. Steps have been taken since damning reports by the 
province’s Ombudsman and Auditor General began scru-
tinized the agency’s tactics and accounting practices more 
than a decade ago.

As for unfair, well, it’s less unfair than other systems if 
we have to put up with the evil of property taxes, they ar-
gue.

Opponents note the inaccurate assessments, but also 
stress that market-based taxes are inherently unfair, not 
being at all related to the property owners’ ability to pay. 

From either perspective, property taxes are entirely 
regressive, taking up a much larger percentage of low-
income residents’ wages than those of more affluent On-
tarians. 

The well-worn argument against market value assess-
ment involves the little old lady who’s lived in the same 
home for 60 years. What was a modest home purchased 
for a few thousand dollars in a modest neighbourhood is 
now land situated in a hot location, valued at hundreds of 
thousands or even millions of dollars. The pensioner, eager 
to remain in her home, struggles to pay taxes that exceed 
what she paid for the house in the first place.

A flat property tax or, better still, a system based on pro-
vincial income taxes – removing municipalities from the 
equation – would be much fairer.

However, we can expect local politicians to keep boost-
ing taxes well above increases in income, even as the econ-
omy slows down and puts more private-sector workers in 
jeopardy. If that won’t change, we certainly shouldn’t hold 
our breath for real reform – local politicians don’t want to 
lose the power, and there’s no political will at the provin-
cial level to do what’s right.

When it comes to MPAC and property taxes, the best that 
we can hope for is to smooth out some of the worst affects

With four million properties to judge, mistakes will hap-
pen – but that’s the norm, not the exception, critics charge.

Sweeping changes are needed, but unlikely to happen. 
For now, the goal of reformers is to remove uncertainty and 
to limit the size of assessment increases and the resultant 
tax hikes.

Ridding the system of its inherent inequity is a much 
larger job, the kind seen in some of the tax revolts in the 
U.S. That’s fraught with peril, too, however. California’s 
system has pegged the value of a home at its sale price, 
the rate remaining in place until the home sells again, the 
idea being that those buying a home at a higher price – the 
theory of increasing real estate prices having taken a beat-
ing in 2008 – can afford the taxes that go with it. That leads 
to wild fluctuations in neighbourhoods, and has also hand-
cuffed many cash-strapped municipalities, though the U.S. 
resistance to taxation goes beyond anything seen in the 
grumblings of Canadians.

Unrest leading to real changes are not a likely scenario 
in this part of the world. More’s the pity.

Common sense, 
fairness absent 
in MPAC mandate

Hegel remarks somewhere 
that all great world-historic 
facts and personages appear, 
so to speak, twice. He forgot to 
add: the first time as tragedy, 
the second time as farce.

Karl Marx, 1852

WE WOULD ALL PREFER a 
farce to a tragedy, so let us 
hope that Marx was right. 
But he has been wrong a 
few times in the past, so 
we must entertain the pos-
sibility that what awaits us 
is tragedy.

The “first time,” in this 
instance, was the 1930s, 
when the painfully slow 
recovery from a global 
financial crash led to po-
litical polarisation, beggar-
thy-neighbour trade wars, 
and the rise to power of 
anti-democratic, ultra-
nationalist leaders in a 
number of countries. The 
consequences included the 
Second World War, death 
camps, the first and only 
use of nuclear weapons, 
and 40 years of Cold War.

Well, we had our global 
financial crash in 2008, 

Eighty years on: Is 2016 the new 1936?
and the recovery has cer-
tainly been slow. Average 
incomes in many Western 
countries have still not re-
covered to pre-2008 levels, 
and the growth of national-
ist and racist sentiment is 
evident in major countries 
like Britain (the Brexit 
vote), France (the rise of 
the National Front), and 
above all the United States 
(Trump).

The wave of non-violent 
democratic revolutions 
that transformed so many 
developing countries at the 
end of the Cold War ended 
with the failure of the “Arab 
Spring,” leaving a new 
dictatorship in Egypt and 
civil wars across the Middle 
East. In parts of Asia the 
process has even gone into 
reverse (military rule in 
Thailand, death squads run 
by populist elected govern-
ments in the Philippines 
and Indonesia).

Authoritarian, ultra-
nationalist governments 
hostile to the European 
Union have come to power 
in post-Communist East-
ern Europe (Fidesz in Hun-
gary, the Law and Justice 
government in Poland). 
And a trade war is brewing 
between the United States 
and China no matter who 

wins the U.S. election in 
November.

You could add to the list 
of worries a new ruler in 
China (Xi Jinping) who is 
more autocratic and readi-
er to play the nationalist 
card than any other Chi-
nese leader since Mao, and 
a Japanese prime minister 
(Shinzo Abe) who promises 
to remove the anti-war 
clause from the constitu-
tion. Not to mention that 
addict to high-stakes in-
ternational brinkmanship, 
Russia’s Vladimir Putin.

Quite a list, but does it re-
ally mean that we are back 
in 1936 (fascists in power in 
Germany, Italy and Japan, 
civil war in Spain, the Great 
Purge in the Soviet Union), 
with the catastrophe of 
global war just three years 
away? Or is it just a grab-bag 
of local problems, failures 
and worries of the sort 
that are bound to exist in a 
world of almost 200 inde-
pendent countries? Prob-
ably the latter.

Right- and left-wing par-
ties are a legitimate and 
inevitable part of any dem-
ocratic society, but they 
both tend to spin off or mu-
tate into more extreme and 
paranoid versions of them-
selves in times of economic 

hardship. It is difficult to 
argue, however, that the 
times are really that bad at 
the moment.

Times are very hard in 
most developed countries 
for the old working class, 
who have been left behind 
by globalization, and that 
is where most of the sup-
port for right-wing extrem-
ism comes from. But there 
really aren’t enough of 
them to take over the state: 
Trump will not win in No-
vember, the National Front 
will not win next year’s 
French election, and the 
Brexiteers in Britain – well, 
that remains to be seen.

The Middle East is a di-
saster area, of course, but it 
is a pretty isolated disaster 
area, apart from occasional 
small-scale terrorist out-
rages in Western countries. 
To live in fear of a world-
wide Islamic caliphate is as 
delusional as to hope for it.

Democracy is not in 
retreat in Africa or Latin 
America, and the pluses 
and the minuses more or 
less balance out in Asia 
(military rule in Thailand 
and more authoritarian 
elected governments in the 
Philippines and Indonesia, 

DYER | 8

As some area residents are discovering in this reassessment year, MPAC decisions can have little to do with what everyone else would deem common sense.
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Few of the politicians at conference interested in sound fiscal decisions

DESPITE PREMIER KATH-
LEEN WYNNE attempting 
to curry favour with munic-
ipal officials meeting this 
week under the auspices of 
the Association of Munici-
palities of Ontario (AMO), 
the infrastructure situation 
is only being addressed at 
the margins. 

The province is taking 
municipal funding applica-
tions in September  under 
the federal government’s 
Clean Water and Wastewa-
ter Fund and the federal 
Public Transit Infrastruc-
ture Fund. Municipal 
governments will be able 
to use Ontario Community 
Infrastructure Funding 
(OCIF) toward the munici-
pal share of project costs.

Pledging more money is 
fine. Expecting bureaucrats 
on both ends – provincial 
and municipal – to spend 
the money wisely is not 
a safe bet. There’s been 
tweaking at the edges, but 
the infrastructure woes 
plaguing most munici-
palities aren’t being solved. 

While both the federal 
and provincial govern-
ments have been offering 
up funding formulas, the 
trend is downward given 
their fiscal mismanage-
ment and resultant debt 
load.

Despite the diminish-
ing prospects of near-term 
assistance, municipalities 
will have to bite the bullet 
on upgrades to crumbling 
roads, bridges and sewers. 
There are risks involved 
with pushing back capital 
spending on infrastructure 
– not uncommon around 
here – rather than tackling 
operating budgets. All 
too often the bureaucracy 
feeds itself at the expense 
of long-term projects that 
actually benefits residents, 
perhaps expecting the se-
nior governments to bail 
them out.

Municipalities should in-
deed expect a bigger share 
of the revenues collected 
by senior governments, 
especially in light of recent 
history. Looking to fix its 
fiscal situation, Ottawa 
downloaded costs to the 
provinces. The provincial 
government in turn passed 
down the expense of many 
programs to the municipal-

ities, with an inadequate 
share of the money to fund 
them. Over time, that de-
cision put an increasing 
amount of strain on munic-
ipal budgets, and commu-
nities were hard-pressed to 
deal with immediate costs, 
let alone stockpile reserves 
for the replacement of ag-
ing infrastructure.

There’s been some action 
on the file, with senior gov-
ernments sharing gas tax 
dollars, for instance, but 
the deficit still remains and 
municipalities want more 
help.

Hundreds of billions will 
be needed to repair and 
replace crumbling water 
systems, bridges, electrical 
grids and a host of other 
hard services we take for 
granted. That means more 
of our tax dollars will have 
to be directed that way at a 
time when an aging popu-
lation will be demanding 
ever-more health-care and 
related services. Tough 
decisions are coming, the 
kind we’ll have to keep in 
mind while reviewing both 
spending and tax policy. 
We’re going to need more, 
not less money. Some pro-
grams will have to go. New 
spending plans may have 

to be scrapped. Infrastruc-
ture will have to be paid for 
largely within current bud-
gets, meaning cuts on the 
operating side, mostly to 
wages and staff numbers.

While AMO delegates 
meeting in Windsor have 
been hearing all the buzz-
words from Wynne, NDP 
leader Andrea Horwath 
and PC leader Patrick 
Brown, there’s been no 
talk of municipalities get-
ting their own houses in 
order. They do recognize 
there’s a financial prob-
lem, but look elsewhere for 
solutions.

“Predictable, formula-
based funding for infra-
structure is always our 
goal,” says a statement 
from AMO president Gary 
McNamara. “Municipal 
governments deliver most 
of the services most people 
rely on, day-to-day. Mu-
nicipal costs are growing to 
the tune of about $1 billion 
every year just to deliver 
the same programs and 
services. We need to come 
together and determine 
what can be done to ad-
dress shared challenges 
and make sure our commu-
nities can thrive over the 
long term.” 

There is likely to be no 
progress, however, under 
the current provincial 
government, which chan-
nels the money it doesn’t 
waste or misappropriate 
into the wrong areas. While 
it pays lip service to the 
actual needs of Ontarians, 
its fiscal mismanagement 
means infrastructure will 
continue to crumble, taxes 
will rise unsustainably and 
deficits will mount while 
amounting to nothing use-
ful for the public.

No one is dealing with an 
increasingly divisive issue: 
public sector jobs are like 
winning the lottery, with 
those on the ever-growing 
“sunshine list” joining the 
top five per cent of wage 
earners even as real wages 
in the private sector stag-
nate or drop.

Add in another potential 
monster in the form of un-
funded pension liabilities 
and you’ve got a recipe for 
public discontent and a 
growing backlash.

The restraint advocated 
by the federal government 
and some provinces – the 
idea of reeling in spend-
ing was given some lip 
service in Ontario, but 
abandoned after the last 

election – finds a receptive 
audience: most of us have 
no problem seeing govern-
ment workers as overpaid 
and underworked. Fair or 
not, that’s the perception. 
And it’s what politicians 
are counting on to keep the 
public onside in any future 
battles.

This is not simply a ti-
rade against government 
workers. We want services, 
so we need people to pro-
vide them. Those people 
should be paid a decent 
living wage. The trick will 
be to decide what services 
we really need – hint, fewer 
than we’re spending money 
on right now – and what 
constitutes “decent.”

Even those who support 
the bureaucracy uncon-
ditionally should take 
heed of the new economic 
climate, however. Failure 
to change the public’s per-
ception about how govern-
ment is run will undermine 
the legitimacy of the entire 
system. That in turn paves 
the way for the election of 
politicians eager to make 
Mike Harris look like Bob 
Rae.

That is the real risk. 

What’s your favourite Tragically Hip song?

“Wheat Kings.”

 » Elizabeth Yanow

“Fully Completely.”

 » Dimitra Maluzynsky

“Wheat Kings or Fiddler’s Green.”

 » Bryan Gracan

“New Orleans Is Sinking.”

 » Miki Szinegh

“Ahead By A Century.”

 » Dan Orr

“Times are very hard in most developed countries for the old working class, who have been left behind by globalization ...” Gwynne Dyer | 6
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Things are bad, but we’re 
unlikely to repeat the 1930s
FROM | 6

 » The Bold Thinking Report 

Award Winning 
Clinic

 We are the preferred clinic of 
choice by The Ministry of Health 
for testing infants and children.

 20 Years in Business!

 Audiologists are licensed and 
regulated health professionals

ELMIRA
519-669-4425

CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE

Generally speaking, there are two types of hearing loss. “Sensorineural” 
hearing loss, which occurs when there is damage to the inner ear 
(cochlea) or to the nerve pathways from the inner ear to the brain, usually 
lends itself to treatment with a hearing instrument. “Conductive” hearing 
loss, which occurs when sound is not conducted efficiently through the 
outer ear canal to the eardrum and the tiny bones (ossicles) of the middle 
ear, can be corrected medically or surgically. The danger in not treating ear 
infections, impacted ear wax, and other common causes of conductive loss 
is that sound deprivation leads to dramatic changes in the inner ear that 
may cause irreversible hearing loss. 

P.S. Possible causes of conductive hearing loss include fluid in the middle 
ear from colds, allergies (serous otitis media), perforated ear drums, 
benign tumors, infection in the ear canal (external otitis), swimmer’s ear 
(otitis externa), and ear malformation. 

Hearing loss can affect individuals of any age at any time. It also has many 
causes, symptoms and effects when untreated over time. EAR & 
HEARING CLINIC offers the latest in hearing technology with 
unsurpassed customer service and care to our patients. Our team is 
committed to providing you and your loved ones with clear and 
up-to-date solutions. To learn more, please call our clinic. We are 
registered members of the College of Audiologists and Speech Language 
Pathologists of Ontario. “Hear the Sounds of Life.”

The Clock Tower Wellness Centre | www.earandhearingclinic.com

Why we are your        Hearing Clinic

Importance of Treating Hearing Loss

but more democracy in 
Burma and Sri Lanka). Nor 
should we see the triumph 
of a couple of ultra-nation-
alist parties in traditionally 
nationalist Eastern Euro-
pean countries as a sign of 
things to come in the rest 
of Europe.

This is not to say that the 
European Union will sur-
vive in the long term with-
out major changes. We are 
going through a historic 

shift of the centre of gravity 
of the global economy from 
the North Atlantic world to 
Asia, and many things will 
have to change as a result.

It is possible that the 
United States and China 
might stumble into a mili-
tary confrontation at some 
point: that risk is implicit 
in the kind of power shift 
that is underway in the 
early 21st century. But we 
are not on the brink of any 
great and awful calamity in 
the world. It is not 1936.

Canadians’ attitudes towards businesses and governments are 
mired in deep cynicism, prompting reluctance to trust leaders or 
brands. Researchers analyzing 44,000 online conversations over 
one year across five social networks found:  91 per cent of 
conversations had strong expressions of cynicism. They feel let 
down by “the system” that isn’t delivering its promise of economic 
growth, security, and the freedom to make their own choices. 

 » Carla Maria Avesani, a professor at the Rio de Janeiro state university, reacts to the 
spectacle of the Olympic Games, held even as Brazil’s economy plummets, millions sink 
into poverty and basic services fail due to a lack of funding

“It was a beautiful party; we Brazilians do wonderful parties. But to 
see the amount of money spent for stupid stadiums, I don’t want 
to celebrate when the state is broke and hospitals are closing and 
the poor are dying by the thousands. It’s nice to see so many 
foreigners, and I want you to be happy. I want to be happy. I would 
be happiest now if the world sees how we are living. I feel 
absolutely offended by these Olympics.”

 » From the Aug. 16, 2003 edition of The Observer

A single-engine plane went down in a wheat field on Scotch Line 
Road near Conestogo Aug. 13, narrowly missing hydro lines as it 
made an emergency landing. The plane – a Cessna 172 from the 
Waterloo-Wellington Flight Centre – cut a 75 -metre path through 
the wheat field when it landed and slowed to a stop shortly before 
9 p.m. The pilot, an experienced flight instructor, and three 
passengers escaped injury. 

KANNON: Handouts, not good 
fiscal policy, is what they’re for
FROM | 7

While public sector unions 
say we should be work-
ing to bring up wages in 
the private sector rather 
than controlling runaway 
costs, that doesn’t work in 
the real world. Yes, there 
is much inequity and, as 
noted in this space re-
cently, globalization and 
unfettered speculation on 
the part of the parasitic 
financial industry wear 
much of the blame, aided 
by governments of all 
stripes. But the reality of 
our economic situation 
isn’t going to change in the 
short-term, certainly not 
fast enough to counter the 
growing burden of govern-

ment spending. 
Governments are es-

sential. Many of the ser-
vices are ones we can’t 
do without (the ones we 
can live without should 
go, however). But when it 
comes to wages, we have 
to realize that every dollar 
taken from the productive 
economy has an economic 
consequence. Simply pay-
ing government employees 
more improves service not 
one iota, but removes more 
money from everyone 
else’s pocket, making them 
that much poorer. 

That’s not a subject those 
gathered in Windsor are 
willing to acknowledge, let 
alone rectify. Handouts are 
so much easier.

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from August 22nd – August 27th

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Pork Chops

Lamb Burgers

Fresh Center Cut 

Store Made 12 x 4oz. 

Long weekend is just 
around the corner. 

Why not put the best meat 
possible on your BBQ?

We can help!

REG. PRICE
$19.99 ea.

$17.99

REG. PRICE
$3.69 /lb.

$3.29
Store Made Mini 

Blackforest 
Hams

Fresh 80 – 85% Lean 

Ground Beef
REG. PRICE
$4.49 /lb.

$3.99

REG. PRICE
$4.49 /lb.

$3.99
Store Made Deli Sliced 

Roast Chicken
REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb.

$7.99

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
EDITOR@WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM
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SOCCER / PROVINCIALS

Rodeo set to ride 
back into Breslau

LIZ BEVAN

GALEA | 11

OPEN
COUNTRY

Boat 
launching 
the right 
way

LAST WEEK I WROTE an 
educational piece about 
the wrong way to launch 
a boat. It touched upon 
various proven techniques 
for jackknifing a trailer, 
driving over things that 
shouldn’t be driven over, 
and generally avoiding wit-
nesses or at least denying 
any wrongdoing once con-
fronted by them. 

This week, I will divulge 
some of the more advanced 
techniques I personally use 
to launch my own fishing 
boat. 

Bear in mind, these 
techniques are designed to 
convince other anglers at 
the launch and people who 
live on the lake that you are 
not a threat to the local fish 
population. The general 
outcome of all this is two-
fold. First, it causes both 
groups to speak to you in a 
slower, louder voice, which 
is of value if your outboard 
is hard to hear over. Sec-
ond, it also means they 
will not complain if you 
crowd them in their fishing 
spots or hook their dock 
or waterline while fishing 
since they are happy to see 
someone like you “doing 
your best.” 

Though the technique 
I’m about to disclose is one 
I have been working on for 
several years, it was only 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

IT MAY NOT HAVE been 
gold this time, but the U15 
Woolwich Wild girls’ soccer 
team has won silver at the 
Ontario Cup and this year, 
silver in the Ontario Sum-
mer Games.

The team has won gold 
in the provincial soccer 
tournament the last two 
years in a row, but came 
up just short against rival 
team Stoney Creek in the 
final.

Coach Steve Sider says 
the team dominated the 
tournament leading up to 
the finals.

“The girls won the first 
game 2-0 over Mount Ham-
ilton, then they beat Sault 
Ste. Marie with a score of 
8-0 and then they won 
their third game against 
London, I think that game 
they won 4-0,” he said. 
“They did extremely well. 
There were clearly the 
dominant team in their 
group. It’s a big deal. It is 
an incredible accomplish-
ment that they won the 
silver medal, and obvious-
ly, represented Woolwich 
around Ontario.”

The Ontario Cup, held 
this year in Mississauga, 
was running alongside the 
Ontario Summer Games 
from Aug. 11-14. 

Their silver medal win 
earned them second place 
in both competitions. 

The top eight teams in 
the province were at the 
tournament, divided into 
two groups of four. There 

was round robin play 
in the groups of four, 
and the winners 
played each other at 
the end of the four-
day tournament.

The final game 
against Stoney 
Creek ended in a 3-1 
loss, but Sider says 
the girls fought hard 
– hard enough that Stoney 
Creek had to put in the ex-
tra effort in the second half 
to come back to the win. 

“In the first half of the 
final, the girls were the 
more dominant team. They 
scored a beautiful goal 
about 30 minutes into the 
half. It was beautiful with 
a number of passes that 
led to a really nice shot by 
number 12,” he said. “They 
were playing at that point, 
thinking that it looks re-
ally good. Then the second 
half, the other team just 
came on really strong.”

The team has been work-
ing towards the Ontario 
Cup tournament all year, 
practicing in the winter 
and playing various tour-
naments during the soccer 
season. 

“They work to be one of, 
if not the top team in the 
province,” said Sider. “They 
deserve all the credit that 
their hard work has earned 
them. Even though they 
were provincial champions 
for the last two years, win-
ning silver is great. They 
beat out dozens of teams to 
get that point. They are the 
elite of the province in this 
sport.”

Cowboys and cowgirls return to Breslau on Aug. 26 for the annual Case IH Ultimate Rodeo Tour at Calhoun Stables in support of the Canadian 
Diabetes Association. [FILE PHOTO]
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Physiotherapy for incontinence?
Are you suffering from incontinence, urinary frequency 
or pelvic pain?  Physiotherapy can help!  
Whether you’re pregnant, post partum or are noticing changes in 
your body, KW Pelvic Health Physiotherapists are specially trained to 
treat dysfunctions of the pelvic floor. We can help manage and treat 
your symptoms so that you can return to the activities you love. 

Come & visit us at our location at 
SOS Physiotherapy Elmira!

DUST OFF YOUR COWBOY 
boots because the rodeo’s 
coming to town.

The Case IH Ultimate 
Rodeo Tour returns to 
Calhoun Stables in Bre-
slau next weekend for a 
full-scale western rodeo in 
support of the Canadian 
Diabetes Association.

Event coordinator Matt 
McGinty says the show will 

Woolwich U15 
girls claim silver 
medals at Ontario 
Cup tournament

WHITNEY NEILSON have all the same events as 
in previous years – bare-
back, ladies barrel racing, 
bull riding, pole bending, 
saddle bronc, youth bar-
rel racing and youth steer 
riding.

“We have more entries 
than ever before in the 
history, so much that they 
have to call what they call 
‘slack,’” McGinty said.

The show will start at 
6:30 p.m. on the Friday 

night, but competitors will 
begin as early as 3:30 p.m. 
because of the increase in 
entries. Slack in rodeo is 
defined as the “overflow” of 
competitors who wouldn’t 
fit into the allotted rodeo 
schedule. They’re still eligi-
ble for prizes. Participants 
tell organizers if they pre-
fer to be in the slack or the 
show portion and then the 

RODEO | 11

SPORTS

OPEN
COUNTRY

Boat 
launching 
the right 
way

LAST WEEK I WROTE an 
educational piece about 
the wrong way to launch 
a boat. It touched upon 
various proven techniques 
for jackknifing a trailer, 
driving over things that 
shouldn’t be driven over, 
and generally avoiding wit-
nesses or at least denying 
any wrongdoing once con-
fronted by them. 

This week, I will divulge 
some of the more advanced 
techniques I personally use 
to launch my own fishing 
boat. 

Bear in mind, these 
techniques are designed to 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN /

STEVE GALEA

was round robin play 
in the groups of four, 

played each other at 
the end of the four-

Creek ended in a 3-1 
loss, but Sider says 
the girls fought hard 
– hard enough that Stoney 
Creek had to put in the ex-
tra effort in the second half 
to come back to the win. 

“In the first half of the 
final, the girls were the 
more dominant team. They 
scored a beautiful goal 
about 30 minutes into the 
half. It was beautiful with 
a number of passes that 
led to a really nice shot by 
number 12,” he said. “They 

girls claim silver 
medals at Ontario 
Cup tournament
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NOW OPEN
U-PULL-IT

AUTO & METAL
RECYCLING

Auto and Metal Recyclers Inc. www.upullit.ca
39 Arthur St., N., ELMIRA 519-669-1666

CA$H FOR

 Scrap Cars
 Farm Equipment
 Appliances
 Electronics
 BBQ’s & more!

DI$COUNT USED CAR PARTS

· STEEL
· COPPER
· ALUMINUM

WE BUY

SAVE!
*Bring your tools to remove the parts*

YOU PULL YOUR
OWN PARTS & Battery ............................ $19.99

Tire .................................... $19.99
Starter Motor ............. $19.99
Engine (complete)......... $249.99
Transmission ............. $99.99
Door (complete)................. $49.99
Headlight ...................... $29.99

LOW PRICES!

Win was a first for the Kitchener-Waterloo Minor Lacrosse Assoc. Braves, which draws players from across the region
Novice squad captures provincial lacrosse title

LIZ BEVAN

IT TRULY WAS THE story 
of the underdog at the On-
tario Lacrosse Association’s 
Novice Provincial Cham-
pionship on Aug. 5 in Dur-
ham Region.

Seeded seventh in their 
category, the Kitchener-Wa-
terloo Minor Lacrosse Asso-
ciation’s novice team took 
top spot, with four players 
from Woolwich and Welles-
ley leading the charge. 

It was the first time the 
club has won a Division A 
championship at the novice 
level since its inception 
nearly 50 years ago, and the 
first for the association as a 
whole in nearly 20 years.

The Braves started the 
tournament going up 
against the number-two 
ranked Oakville, says coach 
Jeff Hunsberger.

“It was a huge victory 
for our first game,” he said. 
“We thought we were bet-
ter than seventh seed, but 
it was a huge victory that 
allowed us to get into a dif-
ferent part of the draw for 
the playoff round.”

After their big start, the 
team slowed down a little 
bit, tying up their second 
game 5-5 against Bramp-

ton, then winning against 
Six Nations, putting them 
in the quarterfinal spot 
against Oshawa. They won, 
and were up against league 
rival, Guelph. The Braves 
had a movie-moment 
comeback. They were 
down 4-1 in the second 
period, but pulled out five 
unanswered goals, winning 
the game 6-4. 

Next up, the team faced 

off against Whitby for the 
championship title. 

“We have a very talented 
team, no doubt, but our 
chemistry was absolutely 
fantastic. In the final, we 
won 8-7 in overtime, and 
against a team that was 
better than us,” said Huns-
berger. “I think the chemis-
try really came through for 
us in that game.”

Although the team is 

based in K-W, there are four 
key players on the team 
that come from the town-
ships. Brayden Stumpf and 
Kaeden Burger come from 
Wellesley, Reed Straus lives 
in St. Clements, and Alex 
Martin is from Bamberg. 
Hunsberger says the boys 
contribute invaluable skills 
and talent to the team.

“It was an outstanding 
team effort, but I would 

like to highlight Brayden 
Stumpf. He led the team 
in scoring on the trip, and 
he had an outstanding 
championship, as did the 
others,” he said. “They 
all stepped up and played 
better than they had all 
season. They were huge 
contributing factors.”

Straus will be staying in 
the Novice category when 
the team returns to the turf 

next season, but Stumpf 
and Burger will be moving 
up to peewee.

“Everybody did their 
job, and everybody played 
their role. We were able to 
overcome what I would say 
were nearly insurmount-
able odds to come out and 
win it,” said Hunsberger. “I 
woke up two days later and 
still couldn’t believe that 
we had done what we did.”

The KWMLA novice team won its first-ever provincial championship on the weekend. Front row: Todd Weinstein, Reed Straus, Brayden Stumpf, Jake Patterson, Evan Pare, Hunter Kechnie, Cole Hunsberger, Alex Martin, Carson Cowburn 
and Jack Guenther. Back row: Jeff Hunsberger, Cade Setler, Ben Morton, Brendan Gerber, Jaxon Broda, Evan Wallace, Treyton Weinstein, Kaeden Burger, Evan McDonell, Rob Wallace and Rick Morton.  [SUBMITTED]
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perfected last week at the 
launch. Otherwise, I would 
have shared it sooner.

To get the full effect, 
you need to make the at-
tempt to launch your boat 
solo. As we all know, when 
most people do this we tie 
a 15- or 20-foot line to the 
front of the boat. The other 
end of the line is then tied 
to the front of the trailer 

and set so it can pay out 
effortlessly. That way when 
we back in and the boat 
floats off of the trailer the 
line extends fully yet the 
boat remains attached to 
the trailer. Then, when the 
boat stops, you gently drive 
forward and tow the boat 
to shore.

It’s hard to screw this up. 
But, last week, I’m proud 
to say, I found a way. Who 

would have thought that 
forgetting to complete 
the knot at the trailer end 
would have yielded such 
impressive results?

Certainly not me. This 
did not occur to me even 
as my boat floated nicely 
off of my trailer. It was only 
when I stopped my SUV 
and proudly watched the 
20-foot line pay out 35 feet 
that I realized that I might 

be onto something. 
Even as I parked my car 

on the ramp, emptied my 
pockets of cellphone, car 
keys and wallet, and began 
wading for the boat which 
was now being carried off 
by a stiff wind, I was not 
entirely sure, however.

When I got neck deep 
though, and finally caught 
the trailing rope, the genius 
of this technique struck me 

and several witnesses who 
merely shook their heads 
and opened their eyes in 
wide wonder. I believe 
there might have been a 
standing ovation thrown in 
as well.

Let me tell you, the only 
way I could feel prouder of 
that launch was if I had the 
boat plug in my pocket – 
which, sadly, I did not.

In any case, for the rest 

of my time at that lake, 
other anglers steered 
wide of me, except for one 
who wondered if I caught 
any nice fish but quickly 
left before I could show 
him the two I had on my 
stringer. 

Later I realized that the 
sun and wind had dried out 
my shirt long before the 
front of my shorts.

Talk about genius.

GALEA: It’s important to give people the right impression, adjusting expectations accordingly
FROM | 9

Woolwich 
Ringette 
is back!  
Registration NOW OPEN 
for the 2016 - 2017 Season

Registration fees:  
Learn to Skate (2010 & later) ...$200
Bunny (U8) 2009 ........................$350
Novice (U10) 2007/2008 .........$400

WOOLWICH RINGETTE

Sign up Today!

Looking for a FAST, FUN, 
AFFORDABLE winter 

sport for your child?

GO TO www.woolwichringette.com to download the registration form
CONTACT woolwichringette@gmail.com for more information

Woolwich Woolwich 
Ringette 
is back!  

NOW OPEN
son

Woolwich 
Ringette 
is back!  

NOW OPEN
son

JOIN THE STORM!

Proudly supporting 
ringette in our 

community 
SINCE 1972

Woolwich
Minor Ringette

FUN for 
GIRLS & BOYS 

of all ages!

Woolwich Ringette

Saturday, August 27th - 1pm

Woolwich Memorial Centre

This FREE session is open to all kids age 5-9. 
Learn some new skills, make some new 
friends and �nd out why Ringette is the 

fastest game on ice.

24 Snyder St S, Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6

• Helmets, skates & 
gloves required. 
Snow pants or 
hockey pants 
strongly suggested.

• Registration table will be on-site. 

INVITES YOU TO 

WOOLWICH RINGETTE

VISIT www.woolwichringette.com or 
CONTACT woolwichringette@gmail.com 

for more information

names are put in a com-
puter draw which decides 
who competes when.

“I believe it’s just becom-
ing more popular and it’s 
in the right community. I 
think the Kitchener-Water-
loo, Woolwich area, I think 
maybe it’s equidistance 
from Quebec and the States 
where everybody comes 
from. It just seems to be the 
spot. We’ve done a few over 
the years and this one’s 
been our largest and lon-
gest history,” he said.

He says the appeal for 
the cowboys and cowgirls 
is not only to participate in 
their passion, but also to 
support the Canadian Dia-
betes Association through 

the spectator ticket pur-
chases.

The rodeo is modeled off 
the Dodge Ram Rodeo.

“Their animals are the 
best, their structure’s the 
best, their reputation’s 
the best, they’ve got the 
best sponsors, the best 
recognition, the show runs 
the smoothest out of any. 
We’ve seen other rodeos 
and I’ve gone to a few and 
none of them compare to 
the quality that’s provid-
ed,” he said.

And there’s plenty of 
cash prizes up for grabs 
for the competitors; $200 
for the youth category 
winners, $500 for the pole 
bending winner, and $1000 
for the bareback, ladies 
barrel racing, bull riding 

and saddle bronc winners.
“My favourite is the 

world’s most dangerous 
sport, it’s bull riding. You 
won’t see that anywhere 
else. People can seriously 
get hurt, so there’s a lot of 
admiration that goes out to 
these guys. People are real-
ly on the edge of their seats 
because we’ve seen some 
bad injuries, but we’ve seen 
some great accomplish-
ments too,” McGinty said.

They save it for the end 
of the show.

He says the cowboys and 
cowgirls come out both 
for the chance of winning 
cash and also for the thrill 
of competition. You either 
win or walk away with 
nothing.

“I think most of them 

do it for the pride and the 
thrill. If you get close to that 
prize it’s a big, big payoff 
but I don’t know that they 
come expecting to win. I 
know that they come hop-
ing to win,” McGinty said.

And the show will go on, 
whether Mother Nature 
cooperates or not.

“This runs rain or shine. 
Sometimes it’s more fun in 
the rain to be honest.”

The Ultimate Rodeo Tour 
rolls into Breslau on Aug. 
26. Gates open at 5 p.m. 
and the show begins at 
6:30 p.m. The rodeo runs 
approximately two hours. 
Tickets will be available at 
the event at 1590 Durant 
Rd, by calling 1-800-516-
5810 and online at www.
ultimaterodeotour.com.

RODEO: A fundraiser for the Canadian Diabetes Association
FROM | 9

WAITING ON HIS PITCH

Teams from all over converged on Wellesley last weekend for two days of fun and baseball at 
the annual Don Green Memorial Slo-Pitch Tournament. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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The 22nd Annual Waterloo County

Steam Threshing • Antique Trucks and Cars 
Antique Tractor & Ditching Machine • Horse Drawn Wagon Rides 

Children’s Pedal Tractor Pull & other activites • Corn Maze
Hay Loader Antique Demo • Plowing • Snacks & Meal Available

Friday:
» Auction
» Gospel Singing
» Corn Roast
» Juggler

Saturday:
» Wide Variety of
    Waterloo Country Foods
» Antique Tractor Pull
   (Exhibitors Only)

Fri.,  August 26 |10am-10pm
Sat.,  August 27 |10am-5pm

7590 Line 86, RR#1 Wallenstein
For Information Call: 84488STEAM (884-887-8326)

Steam Threshers
Reunion

Proceeds to Big Brothers Big Sisters Listowel 
& Tavistock Assistance Program

www.waterloocountysteamthreshers.com

Thursday:
» Tractor Run
» Brunch

Bring your

lawn chair!Bring your

lawnchair!

Featuring: John Deere

 FREE PARKING

Ad Sponsored by:

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com

APPLE
iPADs

$14999

Windows 7/10
DESKTOPS

Computer/Laptop/iPad Service: WE FIX ALL BRANDS

Lenovo W500
15.4” DLX. Laptop

$24999

INTEL Core2Duo 2.53GHz
4GB RAM, 160GB HardDrive

High-End Graphics, Win-7Pro

HP 2560p EliteBook
12.5” Ultra-Portable

$29999

Fast INTEL i5 2.5GHz Proc.
4GB RAM, 320GB HardDrive

Windows-7 Pro

$79999

Acer Travelmate
14” Laptop New!

$39999

INTEL i3 2.4GHz, Windows-7
4GB RAM, 320GB HardDrive

MS-Office Light: Word & Excelstarting at

APPLE
MacBooks

starting at
$14999

from

Mark Your Calendars!

Plans are to RE-OPEN on November 8th with our regular 
hours at 6782 Third Line West, RR1 Elora, N0B 1S0. 

The store will be open on Tuesdays 
& Wednesdays 10:00 - 5:00

We will also be open by appointment on any other week days

After these events the fabric will be taken to 
Western Canada for our Fall sales tour.

CONTACT US: 519-577-0320 or Grace 519-577-0094

TUESDAY, AUGUST 30th 9am-8pm, 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31st 9am-5pm
Elegant Fabrics will be selling its full Fall / Winter 
Prints selection at the Drayton Arena Complex 
(in the Community Centre) Drayton, ON.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6th 9am-8pm, 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th 9am-5pm
Elegant Fabrics will be selling its Fall/Winter Prints 
selection at the Hawkesville Community Centre, 
3521 Broadway St., in Hawkesville, ON.

WELLESLEY WILL BE BUS-
TLING once again on the 
fast-approaching Labour 
Day weekend, with the re-
turn of the fishing and soap 
box derbies. 

Kids from all around the 
townships will be parked 
at the Wellesley Pond all 
morning on Sept. 5 trying to 
catch, not the biggest, but 
the smallest fish of the day. 

Lately, it seems most kids 
are casting Pokémon Go 
lures to attract more Poké-
mon to catch, but now, they 
will be dipping actual lures 
in the water.

Wellesley councillor and 
organizer Peter van der 
Maas says the day is just 
about having some fun.

“It is something designed 
just for the kids, just to 
dull the pain of going back 
to school,” he said with a 
laugh. “It is just for fun. 
There isn’t a great deal of 
catch-worthy fish in that 
pond.”

The Wellesley Pond is 
home to carp – which van 
der Maas says they don’t 
like in the water – some 

Labour Day is derby 
day in Wellesley
With that fateful weekend now on the horizon, the village 
is gearing up for fi shing and soap boxes aplenty

LIZ BEVAN bass, some sunfish and a 
few catfish.

“Just bottom feeding 
small stuff,” he said. 

The derby starts bright 
and early at 9 a.m., with 
registration starting at 8 
a.m. For just $7, kids can 
spend a few hours with 
their hooks in the water, 
trying to convince a fish to 
latch on. 

The derby ends at noon, 
when the prizes and tro-
phies will be handed out. 

“The biggest trophy is for 
the smallest fish,” said van 
der Maas. “Most of them 
are for the smallest fish. 
We have generous business 
owners and private citizens 
here and they donate the 
money which allows every 
kid who enters to walk away 
with a small prize.”

Entrants will be fed hot 
dogs and a pop, before it 
is time for the second big 
draw of the day – the soap 
box derby down Nafziger 
Road.

The derby starts at 2 p.m. 
with kids riding the soap 
box car up to 30 km/h down 
the hill. 

Wendy Sauder with the 

Wellesley Board of Trade, 
the organizers of the event, 
says it is a big draw for 
young and old soap box en-
thusiasts. 

“There is still room for 
drivers to sign up. We start 
at eight years old, and we 
have even had an 84-year-
old in the over-18 category,” 
she said. 

The derby started 12 
years ago with businesses 
sponsoring and building 
cars for the race. It remains 
the same today, with local 
companies putting their 
soap boxes into the race. 
The event doesn’t raise any 
money, says Sauder – it is 
just about having fun.

“The highlight for me 
is when kids who have 
watched the soap box derby 
are finally old enough to 
drive the cars,” she said. “It 
is about the opportunity for 
the kids to get in a car and 
go down a hill. Parents love 
to watch their kids do it. It is 
just an afternoon of fun for 
everyone.”

The race is limited to 80 
registrants, so visit www.
wellesleyboardoftrade.com. 
Registration is $12.

SUMMERTIME AND THE ... SKATING IS FINE

It isn’t just shorts and T-shirt weather outdoors, but inside the Woolwich Memorial Centre as well. This week marked the beginning of public 
skating, as well as the Stick and Puck skating program in the Jim McLeod Memorial Arena on Tuesday. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

TESTING THEIR ENDURANCE ON LOCAL ROADS

The ENDURrun running series finished up its seventh race with a marathon through Conestogo and Bloomingdale on Aug. 14. Holger Kleinke 
came in twelfth place in the marathon. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTSTAXES / EXTENDING THE REACH

Region eyes fee on township 
builds to help finance LRT

SAFETY IS ONE OF the key 
selling points that agricul-
ture uses to promote food 
produced on Canadian 
farms. Safety is often men-
tioned in the same breath 
as freshness, wholesome-
ness and nutrition, mirror-
ing what consumers say 
they value (besides local).

Food safety is enhanced 
when food is handled 
properly. Processing in-
cludes cleaning. For food 
produced in the great out-
doors, where nature meets 
agriculture, some cleaning 
is not only desirable, it’s 
necessary. 

“Food isn’t sterile,” says 
Prof. Shannon Majowicz, 
a University of Waterloo 
professor and foodborne 
disease epidemiologist. 
“People like to see food 
grown in nature. They like 
to see nature connected to 
food production, like deer 
grazing around farmers’ 
fields. But when the deer 
poop on something people 
are eventually going to eat, 
like lettuce, that’s a food 
safety issue.”

In society’s zeal for fresh 
food, commodities move 
quickly from the farm to 
the table – not with reckless 
abandon, but with purpose. 
And in many cases, they’re 
handled by teenagers. 
It’s estimated one in five 

Time to 
talk to 
teens about 
food safety

ROBERTS | 15

New development charges study could see new homes hit with $3,600 fee for transit

CHARGES | 28

BRA CLINIC
Karen Kerr, Certified Fit Specialist 

is coming to Elmira.
Hundreds of Bras in many brands & sizes 30A-52I

including LeUnqiue (formally Jeunique).

Fashion, Sports, Front Close, Cotton,  
Mastectomy Bras and Breast Forms.

BRA FITTING CLINIC WED. AUG. 31st | 10am-6pm
THURS. SEPT. 1st | 9am-12pm

Appointments Required – Call Karen

Held @ The Information Centre
Woolwich Community Services
5 Memorial Ave., Elmira

1-877-267-5629  •  www.brasgaloreandmore.com

Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca

• Renovations

• Additions

• Agricultural

• Roof Reshingling

• Custom Framing

• Decks & Fences

Jordan Mohle
(519) 504-1837
mohleconstruction@gmail.com
Mohlecrest.ca

LIZ BEVAN

Under two of the three development charges options being pondered by the region, township buyers would pay more for new homes such as these under construction in Elmira. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

MOUNTING COSTS FOR 
ITS light rail transit 
scheme – the bane of 
drivers, cyclists and pe-
destrians dealing with 
widespread construction 
in Kitchener and Water-
loo – has Waterloo Region 
looking at sharing the pain 
across the townships.

One of the options 
would see each new home 
built in Wellesley, Wool-
wich, Wilmot and North 
Dumfries hit with an extra 
$3,600 fee to cover transit 

construction costs, the 
same hit to be taken by 
homebuyers in the cities.

Another option in a new 
study of development 
charges, which is also 
looking at another fee to 
cover waste management 
costs, would see town-
ship construction dinged 
at a lower level, while a 
third would see no impact 
on the rural areas, which 
don’t benefit from the 
LRT.

The new development 
charges study stems from 
a change to provincial 

legislation governing such 
fees.

Regional councillor 
Sean Strickland says when 
the province-wide changes 
came a few months ago, 
allowing the region to 
levy fees based on future 
capital projects, the region 
opted to revisit their poli-
cies. 

At the Aug. 9 regional 
council meeting, Strick-
land, along with the rest 
of the administration and 
finance committee, re-
ceived a background study 
from Hemson Consulting 

offering the three differ-
ent options for the region 
when it comes to paying 
for future and current 
transit projects. 

The study separated 
the cities from the town-
ships. In the first option 
presented, the cities will 
pay all of the new develop-
ment charges. In option 
two, transit development 
charges would be much 
higher in the cities, with 
the townships covering 
eight per cent, or $1,941 on 
new developments. 

In option three, the 

townships and the cities 
would both pay equal tran-
sit development charges at 
$3,611 each. 

Not everyone on region-
al council agrees on which 
option is the best.

Strickland says part of 
the discussion ahead will 
look at the broader pic-
ture.

“The policy decision 
we have to make is, does 
it make sense for town-
ships to pay development 
charges for new develop-
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Wise customers read the fine print: †, ◊, Ω, ‡, €, �, �, �, *, ≈, § The Summer Clearout Sales Event offers are limited time offers which apply to retail deliveries of selected in-stock new and unused models purchased/leased from participating retailers on or after August 1, 2016. Offers subject to change and may be extended or changed without notice. All pricing includes freight ($1,795), 
air-conditioning charge (if applicable), tire levy and OMVIC fee. Pricing excludes licence, insurance, registration, any retailer administration fees, other retailer charges and other applicable fees and taxes. Financing and lease offers available to qualified customers on approved credit. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Retailer may sell for less. †0% purchase financing for up to 84 months 
available on select new 2016 models to qualified customers on approved credit through RBC, Scotiabank and TD Auto Finance. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Example: 2016 Dodge Journey Canada Value Package (22F) with a Purchase Price of $22,560 with a $0 down payment, financed at 0% for 84 months equals 182 bi-weekly payments of $124 with a cost of borrowing of $0 and 
a total obligation of $22,560. ◊$14,000 in Total Discounts is available on select new 2016 Ram HD 2500/3500 models and consists of $12,500 in Consumer Cash Discounts and $1,500 in Ram Truck Loyalty/Conquest Bonus Cash. See your retailer for complete details. $12,000 in Total Discounts is available on new 2016 Ram 1500 models (excluding Reg Cab) and consists of $10,500 in 
Total Incentives and $1,500 in Ram Truck Loyalty/Conquest Bonus Cash. See your retailer for complete details. ΩLease Loyalty/Conquest Pull-Ahead Bonus Cash is available to eligible customers on the retail purchase or lease of select 2016 Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram or FIAT models at participating retailers. LIMITED TIME OFFER. Eligible customers are individuals who are currently leasing a 
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram, FIAT, or competitive vehicle with an eligible lease contract in their name on or before August 1, 2016. Proof of Registration and/or Lease agreement will be required. Trade-in not required. Not combinable with Finance Pull-Ahead Bonus Cash and 1% Rate Reduction. See your retailer for complete details. ‡2.99% lease financing for up to 36 months available through 
SCI Lease Corp. to qualified customers on applicable new 2016 models at participating retailers. SCI provides all credit approval, funding and leasing services. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Example: 2016 Dodge Grand Caravan Canada Value Package (29E) with a Purchase Price of $18,947 leased at 2.99% for 36 months with a $500 security deposit, $2,958 down payment and first 
month’s payment due at lease inception equals 36 monthly payments of $255 with a cost of borrowing of $1,339.85 (including $60.25 PPSA registration) and a total obligation of $12,202.70. Kilometre allowance of 18,000/year. Cost of $0.16 per excess kilometre plus applicable taxes at lease termination. See your retailer for complete details. €$10,350 in Package Value available on the new 

2016 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT Ultimate Family Package model based on the following: $7,000 Consumer Cash Discount, $850 No Charge Uconnect Hands-Free Group and $2,500 Ultimate Family Package Savings. $4,200 in Package Value available on the new 2016 Dodge Journey SXT Ultimate Family Package model based on the following 
options: $500 Consumer Cash, $2,500 DVD Bonus Cash and No-Cost Options of $1,200. See your retailer for complete details. �0% lease financing for up to 39 months available through SCI Lease Corp. to qualified customers on applicable new 2016 models at participating retailers. SCI provides all credit approval, funding and leasing services. 
Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Example: 2016 Jeep Cherokee Sport FWD (24A) with a Purchase Price of $23,587 leased at 0% for 39 months with a $500 security deposit, $3,498 down payment and first month’s payment due at lease inception equals 39 monthly payments of $285 with a cost of borrowing of $0 and a total obligation of 
$14,675.65. Kilometre allowance of 18,000/year. Cost of $0.16 per excess kilometre plus applicable taxes at lease termination. See your retailer for complete details. �Jeep Loyalty/Conquest Bonus Cash up to $1,000 is available on the retail purchase/lease of 2016 Jeep Compass (excludes base 2BD, 2GD, 25D & 28D models), Patriot (excludes 
base 2BD, 2GD, 25D & 28D models), Cherokee (excludes all Sport models), Renegade or Grand Cherokee and is deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. Eligible customers include: Current owners/lessees of a Jeep or any other manufacturer’s CUV or SUV. The vehicle must have been owned/leased by the eligible customer and registered 
in their name on or before August 1, 2016.  Proof of ownership/lease agreement will be required. Limit one bonus cash offer up to $1,000 per eligible transaction. Some conditions apply. See your retailer for complete details. �5.49% lease financing for up to 24 months available through SCI Lease Corp. to qualified customers on applicable new 2016 
models at participating retailers. SCI provides all credit approval, funding and leasing services. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Example: 2016 Ram 1500 Quad Cab SXT 4x4 (25A) with a Purchase Price of $24,950 leased at 5.49% for 24 months with a $500 security deposit, $3,298 down payment and first month’s payment due at lease 
inception equals 24 monthly payments of $225 with a cost of borrowing of $2,568.75 (including $60.25 PPSA registration) and a total obligation of $8,757. Kilometre allowance of 18,000/year. Cost of $0.16 per excess kilometre plus applicable taxes at lease termination. See your retailer for complete details. *Consumer Cash/Jeep Cash Discounts are 
deducted from the negotiated price before taxes. ≈Non-prime financing available on select models on approved credit. 4.99%/6.99% financing available on select 2016 models. Financing examples: Purchase Price of $30,000 with a $1,000 down payment, financed at 4.99%/6.99% over 84 months, equals 182 bi-weekly payments of $189/$202 
with a cost of borrowing of $5,418.76/$7,753.86 and a total finance obligation of $34,418.76/$36,753.86. Some conditions apply. See your retailer for complete details. §Starting From Prices for vehicles shown include Consumer Cash Discounts and do not include upgrades (e.g., paint). Upgrades available for additional cost. 1Based on 2014 
WardsAuto Middle Cross Utility segmentation. ̂ Based on IHS Automotive: Polk Canadian Vehicles in Operation data as of July 1st, 2015 for Crossover Segments as defined by FCA Canada Inc. ®Jeep is a registered trademark of FCA US LLC used under license by FCA Canada Inc. TMThe SiriusXM logo is a registered trademark of SiriusXM Satellite Radio Inc.
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teenagers has some role in 
handling food that reaches 
the public, like through fast 
food outlets and grocery 
stores. In many cases, food 
safety and food preparation 
training is standard.  

Nonetheless, Majowicz, 
working with Univer-
sity of Guelph population 
medicine professor Andria 
Bitton-Jones and others, 
found Ontario teenagers 
have limited exposure to 
food preparation itself, let 
alone proper food safety 
procedures. 

They’re following a 
societal trend which sees 
fewer people – such as their 
parents—preparing meals 
at home. So as they age and 
move out, they enter their 
new home life with very 
little experience handling 

and preparing food. 
But there’s an angle even 

before that. In high school, 
they’re increasingly tak-
ing on volunteer hours as a 
condition of graduating. In 
some cases, that involves 
helping out in places where 
you might find popula-
tions of people particularly 
susceptible to food-borne 
disease, such as the very 
young, and elderly.

“Teenagers are very 
involved with food prepa-
ration and delivery,” says 
Majowicz. “We want them 
to learn and develop good 
food safety habits.” 

Earlier this month, 
Majowicz presented their 
findings at the Interna-
tional Association for Food 
Protection conference in 
St. Louis, a conference that 
drew 3,000 participants. 

Here’s what they found, 
based on discussions with 
students and observations 
in schools.

On average, students said 
they were indeed interested 
in food safety, and in avoid-
ing food poisoning. The 

students thought they were 
adept at knowing how to 
safely cook a meal. 

But unfortunately, 
they’re not. Most assessed 
meat’s doneness by look-
ing at it, or cutting into it, 
rather than using a ther-
mometer to check its tem-
perature. 

They also commonly 
handled lettuce after han-
dling raw meat.

Only eight per cent 
washed their hands after 
handling raw produce. 

And many were on their 
phones while cooking, 
sometimes taking selfies or 
pictures of their food, even 
while handling raw meat.

And yet, they claim 
foodborne illness is not a 
personal threat to them. It 
could, however, certainly 
be a threat to everyone else.   

Majowicz says the study, 
sponsored by the Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs’ 
Food Safety Research Fund, 
represents an opportunity 
to start a conversation be-
tween farmers, teenagers 
and the food industry 
about this aspect of food 
safety.     

“Consumers are the end 
users of farmers’ com-
modities,” she says, “and 
teenagers have a big role in 
the delivery of these com-
modities. As an industry, 
I believe it’s important for 
agriculture to know what’s 
happening with the prod-
ucts it produces, once they 
leave the farm. And when 
it comes to food safety con-
cerns about these products, 
knowledge among teenag-
ers appears poor.”

ROBERTS: Like many of us, young people are increasingly removed from the nature of food
FROM | 13

ST. JACOBS

AND APPLIANCES
Monday - Friday 8 to 6  
Sat 8 to 5 • Sun 12 to 5

ST. JACOBS HOME FURNITURE
1421 KING STREET NORTH,  
DOWNTOWN ST. JACOBS  
519.664.3301

homefurniture.ca

Furniture Marketplace

FLOOR MODELS | SCRATCH & DENT | CLOSEOUTS | SPECIAL BUYS

CLEARANCE SALE

Take it away! Bring a truck and trailer!  
Delivery Available. See store for details. 

GREAT ITEMS
FOR BACK TO SCHOOL,  

HOME, CAMPER  
AND COTTAGE!

NO HOLDS. AS IS. ALL SALES FINAL.

INVENTORY MUST GO! 

{ }{{Sen•ager 
 

Reignite your youthful spirit and feed your soul with laughter as 
we help you foster new friendships and spark new passions.

At The Westhill, we are all young at heart. 

Two Bedroom + Two Bathroom Suite Availability!  
Call today to book your personal visit!

519.725.0525 Westhill.Sifton.com

The Woolwich township’s Youth Adventure Camp held a Masterchef week in July where kids  
got to try their hand at cooking and learn about food safety. [FILE PHOTO]
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

Young performers embrace a story of imagination
The Singer’s Theatre stages a production of A Little Princess this weekend at The Conrad Centre

WHITNEY NEILSON

THIRTY HARDWORKING 
MUSICAL THEATRE stu-
dents are ready to transport 
audiences back in time this 
weekend with their produc-
tion of A Little Princess.

The Singer’s Theatre’s 
senior intensive musical 
theatre workshop chal-
lenged singers from age 14 
to 24 for the last two weeks 
to rehearse and stage an 
entire musical.

The musical by Brian 
Crawley and Andrew Lippa 
is based on Frances Hodg-
son Burnett’s 1905 chil-
dren’s novel. It follows the 
story of Sara Crewe who is 
sent to a school in London 
when her father heads to 
an expedition in Timbuktu 
in 1878, but her heart is in 
Africa, where she’s from. 
She uses her imagination to 
escape from her less-than-
ideal surroundings.

Producer and music di-
rector Amanda Brunk has a 
specific criteria for choos-
ing shows. 

“It has to be something 
that features a lot of people, 
that allows for a large cast, 
a large ensemble that’s ac-
tive, but also for the sing-
ing, for the vocal, choral 
element. And it has to be a 
moving, stirring storyline, 
maybe a few tears can be 
shed,” she said.

A Little Princess has all 
those elements, making it 
a good choice for director 
Gord Davis. He started the 
drama program at Elmira 
District Secondary School 
in 1971 and taught drama 
there for 34 years. Now his 
efforts are largely focused 
on The Singer’s Theatre.

He says Brunk does the 
digging for musicals and 
he figures he can take 
anything and make it look 
good, so long as there’s the 
good music to begin with. 
Once he got a copy of the 
script he agreed it was the 
right choice for this year.

“I’ve been trying to per-
suade Amanda to do The 
Secret Garden, the musical, 
for a long time but this one 
is based on the story written 
by the same lady, so it’s sort 
of a similar story and so this 
satisfies me,” Davis said.

Two Elmira students are 
performing in the cast, Jas-
mine Thuroo and Carmen 
Read.

Thuroo is a dancer and in 
the ensemble. It’s her second 
year in the senior intensive 
musical theatre workshop. 
On Monday, while breaking 
for lunch she said rehearsals 
have been going well.

She says the biggest chal-
lenge she’s found is switch-
ing characters on stage.

“We have costumes that 
we put on while we’re on 
stage, that is the hardest 
part because you really 
have to switch your char-
acter, you have to connect 
with different people dif-
ferent ways. It takes a lot of 
focus,” Thuroo said.

Her favourite part of the 
musical is the song “Good 
Luck – Bonne Chance,” 
because of the variety of 
elements.

“There’s drummers on 
stage, there’s dancing and it 
just feels like a community 
effort,” Thuroo said.

Read plays a native 
woman and one of the 
school girls. This is her first 
year at the workshop. She 

auditioned with Brunk to 
become one of her new vo-
cal students and she recom-
mended the workshop.

“I love musical theatre, I 
love all aspects of musical 
theatre. And I used to do 
more stuff like this but then 
I got more into sports and I 
focused more on that for a 
few years,” Read said.

For her, singing while 
moving on stage is her big-
gest challenge. She says 
the song she most enjoys 
– along with the whole cast – 
is “Timbuktu.”

“I think it’s because we 
feel so unified in the song 
because we’re all together 
in a circle surrounding the 
main characters and then 
we all interact with each 
other. I think it’s a really 
cool song,” Read said.

Staging the production 
has been a bit more difficult 
than Davis originally imag-
ined, but it’s coming togeth-
er. The whole cast is on stage 
for nearly the entire show, 
something that’s important 
for them when choosing a 
musical to put on.

“I would say that this 
year we have maybe a little 
more than half of them 
who haven’t done Singer’s 
Theatre before. My style 
is different than what kids 
are used to, what a lot of 
people are used to, and so 
I think the biggest chal-
lenge is to get over those 
first couple of days when 
they’re getting comfortable 
with what I’m asking them 
to do,” Davis said.

He says it’s a family 
friendly story with incred-
ible ensemble singing and 
an exciting visual aspect.

Despite the main charac-

ter, Sara Crewe, undergoing 
some misfortunes at the 
hand of her headmistress, 
Davis assures there’s a hap-
py ending in store.

He challenges all of his 
former students to 
come see the produc-
tion for themselves.

“I think the 
most important 
thing for me is 
working together 
to create some-
thing to share 
with others. 
There’s all 
the techni-
cal theatre 
type stuff 
and that’s 
all there too, 
but I think 
no matter 
whether 
any of 
these kids 
ever go 
on to the-
atre that 
they’ve 
had 
an 

experience where they’ve 
worked together and cre-
ated something that then 
will become part of their 
life,” Davis said.

Both of the Elmira stu-
dents en-
courage 
interested 

singers 
to au-
dition 
next 
sum-

mer. 

“It’s an experience that 
you’re not really going to get 
anywhere else,” Thuroo said.

Read’s enjoyed the chance 
to meet more people out-
side of Elmira through the 
workshop.

“It’s just a really fun expe-
rience. I would have never 
thought I could do anything 
like this,” Read said.

The Singer’s Theatre pro-
duction of A Little Princess 
hits The Conrad Centre this 
weekend for three perfor-
mances only. Show times are 

Aug. 19 at 7:30 p.m., and 
Aug. 20 at 
2 p.m. and 

7:30 p.m. Tick-
ets are $21 for 

adults and 
$15 for children 

and are avail-
able at www.

tick-
etscene.

ca.

Carmen Read, Laura Beth Neuman, Clara Ackley, Hannah Clark, Tori Farkas, Jillian Foley, 
Sage Gilliland, Jasmine Ward, Maia Coates and Nicole Zuk play the school girls in The 
Singer’s Theatre’s production of A Little Princess. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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HELP WANTED

CHILD CARE

MONTESSORI BASED HOME 
Day Care opening Sep-
tember 2016 in Elmira, On. 
Monday to Friday 8:00 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m., ages 1 - 8 years 
old. Montessori and Early 
Childhood Education Trained 
and certified, over 12 years 
experience. CPR/AED and 
First Aid certified. Structured 
learning time, free play, 
outdoor activities, arts and 
crafts. References available 
upon request, reasonable 
rates, safe environment. 
Contact me today to save 
your spot. Call 519-803-3517 
or Email: chantalshdc@
gmail.com

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

FOR SALE

DINING ROOM SET table, 6 
chairs, china cabinet $500. 
Sofa and chair - beige; 
coffee table; two end 
tables; library table; antique 
wooden play pen. Call 519-
669-8785.

LAMINATE - LOTS of in-
stock specials from .99 sf. 
Wellelsey Home Centre 
- Flooring Division, 2196 
Gerber Rd., Box 10, Welles-
ley, Ont. N0G 1A0. Phone 
519-656-3533.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND LAWN 
SEED - Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. 519-635-
8737.

Journeyman Electrician
Commercial, industrial and residential experience 

required. Valid driver’s licence required. 
Competitive wage and benefit package provided.

Send cover letter and resume by 
    

ESA Licence # 7000438

Email to: garyerb@erbelectric.ca 

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Inside Sales & Customer 
Service Representative

This is a full time in-of�ce position, with a fair 
amount of data entry. Good communication skills, 
organization, attention to detail, and accuracy are 
requirements. Computer knowledge and typing skills 
are important. Other assets include knowledge of the 
steel industry, a working knowledge of production 
and inventory control, and good math skills. We are 
also willing to train the right individual. Competitive 
wage offered. 

Reply with your resume to 
steelsales@jmlahman.com

HELP WANTED

SMALL 
ADS,
BIG 
IMPACT.

Schelter Office Plus is a growing Family owned Office 
Products supplier serving Waterloo-Wellington Region.

Apply in person with resume to:
ELMIRA LOCATION:

1 Union St., Elmira
or email: elmira@schelterofficeplus.ca

RETAIL SALES CO-WORKER
Part time Flex ( 20 - 40 hours/week )

• Multi tasking co-worker comfortable working 
independently, enjoys being busy and problem solving

• Mostly days, some Thursday/Friday nights and 
Saturdays

• Smile and Computer Literacy a Must
• Scheduling flexibility allows for balance or work with 

other commitments  

SALES & DELIVERY TECH

• Daily routed local deliveries of office supplies, 
equipment and furniture

• Physical job, working outside is ideal for busy person
• Clean driver’s abstract, multi-tasking, working 

independently, likes problem-solving.
• Service and Sales to existing and new business 

customers. 
• Training provided

Full time Flex ( 35 hours +/week )

Full time position available  
at our Orchard Market Store.

Successful applicant will arrange produce 
displays and provide friendly customer service. 

Some lifting required. Applicant must have good 
communication skills and be available Saturdays.  

Please send resume to: 
hr@martinsapples.com  

or  
1420 Lobsinger Line RR #1  

Waterloo, ON N2J 4G8.

RENOVATION CARPENTER
Require 3 years of experience performing 
high quality renovation carpentry work. Must 
be able to operate a variety of hand and 
power tools with ability to read blue prints. 
Team player with great communication 
skills. G license required.
This full-time position offers competitive 
wages with a benefits package (after 3 months).

Reply with your resume and cover 
letter to kbearinger@waymar.ca

HELP WANTED

Now Hiring
Metal and

Fiberglass Sander

We are seeking a mature individual 
with excellent attention to detail to 

join our TEAM!  
If you are able to lift 50lbs. please forward 

your resume with references to 
barb@elmirastoveworks.com

Day Shift
Monday-Friday

HELP WANTED

h
r@

h
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Our St. Jacobs Retail Store currently has the following opportunity...

Student Retail Sales Associate  
8am to 5pm Saturdays - Noon to 5pm Sundays  

Weekdays - approx. 7am to 6/9pm

Responsible to the Retail Store Manager for providing courteous 
and ef�cient service to our customers and staff, you will 
provide advice on appropriate merchandise and related items. 
You will handle cash, credit card, and debit card payments by 
using PRISM and Royal Bank Debit card machines, ticket and 
replenish merchandise, and general housekeeping of shelves 
and merchandise on display. Heavy lifting and unloading truck 
shipments will be required. 

You are 16 years of age or older and available to work all year, 
including the summer and school year to correspond with the 
hours at the Retail Store. You must be mature, friendly, a good 
communicator and possess a helpful attitude towards costumers.

We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions. If 
you are interested in becoming part of Home Hardware, please 
forward your resume, quoting the Retail Sales Associate (#837),  
by Thursday, August 25th, 2016 to: Human Resources Department,  

Home Hardware Stores Limited,  
34 Henry St. W., St. Jacobs, ON   
N0B 2N0  E-mail: hr@homehardware.ca  
(Microsoft Products Only)

HELP 
WANTED

MILLBANK ENTERPRISES 
INC. are also looking to fill 
the position of full-time 
Furniture Finisher. This 
position involves coating 
unfinished furniture/Kitch-
ens with stains & laquers & 
we are looking for someone 
with experience to fill this 
position with the oppor-
tunity for added responsi-
bilities. If you have an eye 
for fine workmanship and 
enjoy transforming projects 
from bare wood to a piece 
of beauty this is an excel-
lent opportunity. Email: 
mffurn@cyg.net, Phone: 
519-595-7105, Fax: 519-595-
7107.

MILLBANK FAMILY FURNI-
TURE Ltd are looking to fill 
the position of full-time 
Furniture Delivery. This 
position involves prepar-
ing furniture for shipping 
as well as placing it in the 
customers home & driving a 
G class delivery truck. If you 
have a good work ethic, 
enjoy pleasing customers 
& have a full G license, this 
is an excellent opportunity. 
Experience in the field is an 
asset but not mandatory. 
Email: mffurn@cyg.net, 
Phone: 519-595-7105, Fax: 
519-595-7107.

BOOKKEEPER/OFFICE ASSISTANT 
W. K. Dahms Mfg. Ltd. of St. Jacobs 
requires a Bookkeeper/Office Assistant 
to fill in for a Maternity Leave (October 
2016-December 2017) This position   is 
responsible for accounts payable, 
payroll, benefits administration, health & 
safety administration and government 
reporting.  The successful candidate will 
possess a strong knowledge of Quick-
Books and Microsoft Office and be able 
to work independently while exhibiting 
excellent interpersonal and time 
management skills.   The hours are 
Monday-Thursday 9am-3pm, Friday 9am  
to noon. If you feel you are the right 
person for this position, please submit 
your resume, cover letter and salary 
expectations to:
E-mail: cnelson@wkdahms.com
or fax:  519-664-2082 

HELP WANTED
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AUCTIONS AUCTIONS

AUCTIONEERS: 
GRAY’S AUCTION SERVICE INC., HARRISTON

BARRY  |  (519) 338-3722  |  LICENSED & BONDED

FARM SOLD
AUCTION SALE
OF TRACTORS, EQUIPMENT & MISC. 

FOR IRA NEWTON, 
LOT 29, CON. 15, 9673 ROAD 6 N. 

TOWN OF MINTO.
WATCH FOR SIGNS ON #9 HWY. AT 

GREENBUSH BETWEEN CLIFFORD & 
HARRISTON. FROM HARRISTON HWY. 9 

NORTH TO 14th LINE. EAST TO RD. 6 NORTH, 
OR FROM HWY. 89 TAKE CON. 15 

SAT. AUG 27 AT 10:00 A.M.

TRACTORS: Ford 5000; Ford 4000 w/Loader; 
Case 400B; 2085 Ferguson; Case 400B For 
Parts; Ford 5000 For Parts. EQUIPMENT: Mildmay 
Threshing Machine 24x36; 12’ Disc; 4x5 Mckee 
Round Baler; 7’ Snow Blower; 3 Furrough Owen 
3PH Plough; 3PH 2 Furrow Ferguson Plough; (2) 
Massey 124 Balers; #103 Versatile 9’ Swather; 
(3) 3PH Post Hole Augers; #33 J.D. Single Beater 
Manure Spreader; 3PH Swath Turner; 461 N.H. 
Haybine; 3Ph 6’ Bush Hog Rotary Mower; 3Ph 
7’ Scraper Blade; Harrows; (3) Wagon Gear;2 
Horse Trailer; Wood Splitter; (2) Buzz Saws; 
(2) Stihl Chain Saws; Welder w/Willis Motor; 
3PH Belt Driven Welder; Air Compressor; PTO 
Generator; (2) 10 HP Briggs & Stratton Motors; 
4’&10’ Garden Trailers; Large Anvil; Tools; Fram 
Honey Extractor.

MISC: 500 CC Suzuki 4 Wheeler; 500 CC 
Kawasaki Motor Cycle for Parts; Older 19’ 
SunSet Travel Trailer; Older 27’ Prowler Travel 
Trailer; 1998 Malibu Car, AS IS; 15HP Toro Riding 
Lawn Mower; Bag Scale; 3 Dressers; Flat to 
Wall Cupboard w/Pie Shelf; Table & Chairs; 
Victrola Gramaphone; Coal Oil Lamps; 2 Clocks; 
(2) Quebec Coal Oil Stoves; Kitchen Wood Stove; 
22 Magnum with Scope; 222 with scope; 410 
Single Shot. Large Lot Ass`t. Lengths Used Steel 
Roofing; Large Pile of Wood; Cedar Rails; Large 
Lot of Scrap; 2 Wagon Loads Misc.

LUNCH BOOTH

TERMS: CASH OR CHEQUE WITH PROPER 
I.D. DAY OF SALE. Owner or auctioneers not 
responsible for accidents day of sale. Any verbal 
announcements day of sale take precedence 
over written ads.

AUCTIONS

SAT. AUGUST 20 at 2:30 
PM - Property auction 
sale of a 3 bedroom home 
to be held at 10 Marshall 
St. in Waterloo for the 
Schneider Family. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555.  
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. AUGUST 24 at 10:00 
AM - Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; household effects; 
antiques; collectables; tools; 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at the St. Jacob’s 
Community Centre in St. 
Jacob’s for an area estate 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF 100 acres 
farm to be held at 846493 
Township Rd. 9 Blandford-
Blenheim Twp. 3 miles 
southeast of Bright (south 
of Bright on County Rd. 22 
then east on Twp. Rd. 9) for 
Peter and Sandy Reeves, on 
Thursday, August 25th @ 
6:00 p.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

FRI. AUGUST 26 at 6:30 PM 
- Annual charity auction of 
quilts; clothes drying rack; 
pictures; toys; and gift cer-
tificates to be held at 7590 
Line 86 Wallenstein for the 
Waterloo County Steam 
Threshers Reunion. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

SAT. AUGUST 27 at 9:30 
AM - Consignment auction 
of machinery; horse drawn 
equipment; woodworking 
equipment; tools; lawn 
and garden; miscellaneous 
items etc to be held at 
327095 3rd Concession 
RR#1 Maxwell. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555.  
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF 2003 
Toyota Corolla, air cooled 
engines, antiques, col-
lectibles, household goods 
& miscellaneous items, to 
be held at 45 Ellis Cr. North 
in Waterloo (near Weber & 
Bridgeport), for The George 
Watson Estate, on Thursday, 
August 31st @ 4:00 p.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451. 

AUCTION SALE OF 84 acre 
farm, tractors, machinery, 
trucks & trailers, household 
goods and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 5540 
Wellington Rd. 2, Minto Twp. 
approx. 2 miles east of Clif-
ford, for Rodger and Barb 
Carey, on Saturday, Septem-
ber 3rd @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

AUCTION SALE OF Vehicles, 
skid steer, tractor, trailers, 
tools, household effects, 
antiques,& miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 177 
William St. South in Tavis-
tock, for The Brian David 
Schwartzentruber Estate, on 
Monday, September 5th @ 
9:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

AUCTIONS

MONDAY SEPT 5 at 9:30 
AM - Clearing auction sale 
of antiques; collectables; 
furniture; household 
effects; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at 1071 
Bridge St. in New Dundee 
for the estate of the late 
David McDonald. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555.  
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF 97 acre 
farm, to be held at 6023 
Perth Rd. 119, Perth East 
Twp., in Brunner, for Paul 
and Joan Schultz, on Friday, 
September 9th @ 6:00 p.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451. 

SAT. SEPT 10 at 10:00 AM - 
Clearing auction sale of 147 
acre farm property; machin-
ery; tractors; and miscel-
laneous items to be held 
at 1071 Bridge St. in New 
Dundee for the estate of the 
late David McDonald. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF Antique 
and other tractors, machin-
ery, farm toys, household 
effects and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 1465 
Hutchison Rd. Wellesley 
Twp. approx. mile northwest 
of Wellesley (near corner of 
Hutchison & Queens Bush 
Rd.) for Eva & the Late Earl 
Erb, on Saturday September 
17th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

HAY & STRAW

SMALL SQUARE HAY and 
Straw - Baled and delivered. 
Call Maurice at 519-635-5416.

STRAW FOR SALE. 4X5 round 
bales of clean winter wheat 
straw. $32 a bale. Delivery 
available. Call Kevin at 519-
616-4985 or 519-848-5916. 
No Sunday calls.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

OAT & PEAS FOR FORAGE 
COVER CROPS - Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD YOUR 
source of quality slabwood 
and seasoned bodywood. 
All prices include delivery. 
No Sunday calls please. 519-
656-2057.

WANTED

A RETIRED, MATURE lady 
wanting to rent a small 
apartment, or share a house 
with a woman in the town or 
country in Elmira, St. Jacobs 
area. Phone 519-893-2744. 

WANTED

CASH FOR OLD watches, jewel-
lery, all gold and silver, coins, 
military, toys, records. Call 
Terry 519-242-6900or 519-
210-0551. gallamore@golden.
net 40 years experience, fair 
honest prices. Will travel.

RENTALS

3 BEDROOM APARTMENT 
with gas fireplace. All appli-
ances including laundry. 
Secured entrance, non 
smoking, close to down-
town Elmira. Available 
October 1. Call Hugh at 519-
669-5533 after 6 p.m., or 
daytime 519-746-5111 ext. 1.

RENTALS

ELMIRA - 3 bedroom newer 
bungalow for rent. Avail-
able September 17, 2016 
(negotiable). $1550/mth + 
utilities. Includes 5 appli-
ances, central air, finished 
family room, garage, lovely 
yard, easy walk to uptown, 
school, arena. Inquiries 416-
262-0330.

COMING 
EVENTS

CHORD SPINNERS, A local 
women’s barbershop 
chorus proudly present 
Rescue Junction, an award 
winning Gospel Blue Grass 
Band. September 10, 7 
p.m. at Calvary United 
Church, St. Jacobs. For 
tickets and info please 
contact Sheila 519-664-2874.  
www.chordspinners.com

GARAGE 
SALES

MULTI-FAMILY - 26 Hampton 
St. Elmira. Wed. Aug. 24, 
Thurs. Aug. 25, Fri. Aug. 26 
- 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. Sat. Aug. 
27, 8-10 a.m. Linens, kitchen 
items, furniture, school 
desks, puzzles, games, toys.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 8-12. 
7 Stonefield, 36 Haley Crs., 
West Montrose. Outdoor 
furniture, puzzles, house-
hold items. Lots of good 
deals.

YARD SALE MOVING.SAT. 
Aug. 27, 8a.m. - ? 2772 
Herrgott Rd., St. Clements. 
Dishes, suit cases, micro-
wave, lamps, lots of other 
articles, too numerous to 
mention.

TELL THEM YOU SAW IT IN 
THE OBSERVER! We hope you 
find what you’re looking for 
this week and are glad that 
the Observer helped make a 
new connection for you. Be 
sure to tell them we helped.

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION SALE
To be held at the St. Jacob’s Community 
Centre in St. Jacob’s for a Waterloo estate 

with additions on:

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 24 AT 10:00 AM
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS: GE stainless steel 
side by side fridge with ice maker and water 
dispenser; Kenmore ceramic top stove; 3 pc 
love seat, couch, and chair 1 year old; double 
bed; Roxton coffee and end tables; 5 pc 
bedroom suite (queen bed, chest of drawer, 
2 night tables, dresser); desk and chair; 
kitchen table and 4 chairs; queen bed with 
bookcase headboard; credenza; executive 
deck and office chair; 2 small chest of 
drawers; matching couch and chair 2 years 
old; solid wood oak 2 door china cabinet very 
nice; Fridgidaire upright freezer 2 years old 
; maple china cabinet; futon; wheel chair; 
walker; oak coffee and end tables; maple 
table and 6 chairs; 4 pc queen size bedroom 
suite; hoover vacuum cleaner; storage 
shelving; commode; fans; solid oak 4 piece 
bookcase unit; chevelle mirror; 2 matching 
loveseats; marble top end tables; rocking 
chairs; microwave stand; wicker chair; 
area rugs; office furniture; rattan table and 
chairs; leather couch; glass top tea wagon; 
wicker rocker; metal shelving; quantity of 
good towels and bedding; linens; cookware; 
Lagostina cookware; dinner sets; etc.
ANTIQUES AND COLLECTABLES: ¾ 
size bed; old bottle collection; insulators; 
Christmas decorations; highchair; chamber 
sets; costume jewelry; walnut tea wagon; 
Duncan Phyfe double pedestal table and 
with 4 chairs; buffet; old table and chairs; 
Trish Romance prints; collection of Royal 
Daultons; china cabinet and matching buffet; 
cane collection; side board; chest of drawers; 
silver pieces; curio cabinet; silverware set; 
fancy cups and saucers; blue mountain 
pottery; 12 place dinner set Parragon ‘forget 
me not’ plus extras and serving pieces; 
crocks; jugs; older tools; cabbage cutter; 
older glass and china; depression; pinwheel 
crystal; cranberry; etc. fur coat; silver 
tea set; parlour table; oil paintings; china 
cabinet; table and chairs; server; and many 
many other interesting items. 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: Evenrude 7hp 
outboard boat motor; hunting archery bows 
and miscellaneous; gun cabinet; quantity of 
fishing tackle; fish poles; fly fishing poles; 
fly fishing equipment; fly tying equipment; 
ice fishing equipment and miscellaneous; 
goose decoys; hunting books; hunting boots; 
jackets; clothing; golf clubs; smoker; Yard 
Machine front tine tiller; scroll saw; other 
woodworking equipment; hand; power; and 
lawn and garden equipment.  
NOTE: 10% buyers premium. Cash, cheque, 
Visa, Mastercard and debit.

St. Jacobs Place Retirement Home has 
an immediate opening for a versatile, 
compassionate Team Member.

Varied duties include Medication 
Administration. Must be willing to work all 
shifts and all days of the week. 

Contact Marlen now at 519 664-6637

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

MENNONITE CLOTHING 
CLEARANCE SALE. Hats, 
Straw Hats, Plain Suits, Navy 
Children’s Suits, Navy boys 
suits, Sunday Shirts, Winter 
Underwear, Navy work Pants 
$16.99 and much more. W.C. 
Brown’s Tent Sale & Back 
Room Clearance Center.

PARTYLITE CLEARANCE. 
50% OFF or Best Offer. Call 
519-669-8010 to view after 
6 p.m. M-F. 9a.m. - 12 noon 
on weekend.

SCHOOL PORTABLE. 24FT x 
35ft to be removed from 
property. Sits on steel 
frame, two rooms with 
lights and electrical. Call 
519-846-5444.

SET OF 4 snow tires on rims. 
16” P235/70 R16. Fits a Ford 
Escape. $300. Call 519-669-
5953.

SOFTNER SALT - 20kg bags, 
minimum 25 bags, skid 
lots of 56. Delivered in St. 
Jacobs, St. Clements, Elmira 
& Linwood areas. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF 62 acre 
farm to be held at 6563 
Rd. 116 Wellesley Twp. (2 
miles southeast of Millbank) 
for Cameron and Susan 
Cunningham-Dunlop, on 
Friday August 19th @ 7:00 
p.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451. 

FRIDAY AUGUST 19 at 1:00 
PM - Farm auction of approx 
95 acre farm with well kept 
3 bedroom farm house; 
barn; driveshed; farm-
land; fenced pasture; and 
approx 15 acres on Scales 
Lake; to be held at 402558 
Grey Road 17 Township of 
Georgian Bluffs approx 10 
kms east of Wiarton for 
Dale Louttit. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555.  
www.jantziauctions.com

SAT. AUGUST 20 at 10:00 
AM - Clearing auction 
sale of tractor; small farm 
machinery; household 
effects; furniture; antiques; 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at 2902 Notre Dame 
Dr St. Agatha for Sharon and 
the late John Wilson. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

ROCKIN’ THE BANDSTAND

Elmira native Dan Bossenberry of The Dan Howler Band played for audiences at Gore Park on Aug. 4 
ahead of the sidewalk sale.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

NEW – TOLL FREE NUMBER!
You can now reach the 
Township of Woolwich TOLL 
FREE at1-877-969-0094

NOTICE OF COMPLETE 
APPLICATION AND PUBLIC 

MEETING
Tuesday September 13, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 
Township Council Chambers 

24 Church Street West, Elmira
Regarding the following applications:
Zone Change Application 12/2016 –  

Wesley and Janet Dettwiler
and

Zone Change Application 13/2016 –  
Joel and Sharon Martin

Take Notice that in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O., 
1990, as amended, the Township of Woolwich has received 
complete applications for the following proposed Zone 
Change applications as more specifically described below. 
Please be advised that Notice of a Complete Application 
does not indicate whether the municipality is in support of, 
or in opposition to the proposal. That determination will be 
made at a later date.
The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under 
Section 34 of the Planning Act, to consider the following 
Zone Change applications. No decisions will be made at this 
meeting; its purpose is to provide additional information 
to the public and agencies and to receive comments and 
information from them.
Zone Change Application 12/2016 – Wesley and Janet 
Dettwiler
The Township has received a Zone Change application 
from Wesley and Janet Dettwiler for a 1.8 hectare property 
located at 897 St. Charles Street West and described as 
James Wilson Tract Part Lot 6 in the Township of Woolwich 
(see Map 1). The property is designated Rural Land Use in 
the Township’s Official Plan and is zoned Agricultural (A) 
with site specific provisions permitting a mobile home as a 
Temporary Use until August 13, 2016.

The purpose of the application is to extend the Temporary 
Use By-law for an additional three-year period to allow the 

mobile home to remain on the property. The mobile home is 
currently occupied by the Mr. Dettwiler’s father.
Zone Change Application 13/2016 – Joel and Sharon 
Martin
The Township has received a Zone Change application from 
Joel and Sharon Martin for a 23.5 hectare property located 
at 1041 Sawmill Road and described as GCT Part Lot 68 
in the Township of Woolwich (see Map 2). The property is 
designated Rural Land Use and Restricted Land Use in 
the Township’s Official Plan and is zoned Agricultural (A) 
with site specific provisions permitting a mobile home as a 
Temporary Use until October 10, 2016.

The purpose of the application is to extend the Temporary 
Use By-law for an additional three-year period to allow the 
mobile home to remain on the property. The mobile home is 
currently occupied by the Mrs. Martin’s parents.
Please Note:
APPEALS:
If a person or public body that files a notice of appeal of 
a decision of the Council of the Township of Woolwich in 
respect of the proposed zoning by-law does not make 
oral submissions at a public meeting or make written 
submissions to the Council of the Township of Woolwich 
before the by-law is passed:
a) the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the 

decision of the Township of Woolwich to the Ontario 
Municipal Board; and

b) the person or public body may not be added as a party 
to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal 
Board unless, in the opinion of the Board, there are 
reasonable grounds to do so.

NOTIFICATION: If you cannot attend the meeting, you can 
express your concerns/comments about the proposed 
change in writing to the Township of Woolwich. Any 
comments received on or before September 6, 2016 (Note 
that this date is before the public meeting) will be included 
in a report prepared by Engineering and Planning Services 
and presented at the Public Meeting. Any comments received 
after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a 
decision on the applications, will also be considered.
The personal information accompanying your submission is 
being collected under the authority of the Planning Act and 
may form part of the public record which may be released 
to the public. Questions about this collection should be 

directed to the Records and Freedom of Information Officer 
at 519-669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.
MORE INFORMATION: The public may view planning 
documents and background material relating to this 
application at the Township of Woolwich, Engineering and 
Planning Services Department between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday, or on the Township website at 
www.woolwich.ca.

Questions or written submissions may be directed to: 
Township of Woolwich 

Engineering and Planning Services Department 
Box 158 

24 Church Street West 
Elmira, Ontario 

N3B 2Z6
Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 18th day of August, 2016.

Spare Crossing Guards Are 
Needed For the 2016-2017 

School Year To Serve Schools 
In the Township of Woolwich

The Township of Woolwich employs eight dedicated School 
Crossing Guards. Occasionally, our Crossing Guards must 
be absent from work so a roster of Spare Crossing Guards 
is maintained to cover absences. We are currently seeking 
four (4) community-minded individuals with flexible 
schedules to work periodically during the coming school 
year. Ideal candidates must be at least 18 years old, able 
to work in all types of weather conditions, and with access 
to transportation. It is essential that candidates enjoy 
working with children. Previous experience working with 
students is an asset.
Spare Crossing Guards choose the schools they will serve. 
The schools that are served by Crossing Guards are: 
Riverside Public School in Elmira; John Mahood Public 
School in Elmira; St. Jacobs Public School; Conestogo 
Public School; St. Boniface Separate School in Maryhill; and 
Breslau Public School. When called upon, a Spare Crossing 
Guard may accept or decline an offered shift. Each shift 
accepted by a Spare Crossing Guard involves a 30-minute 
duty time either before or after school. This is a paid position 
that would be enjoyed by a retired individual. All training 
and equipment is provided. A police background check is a 
condition of employment. 
Interested persons are invited to submit a resume and cover 
letter to the undersigned by September 2, 2016. Please call 
519-669-6009 if you have any questions.

K. Fahey, Council and Information Services Dept. 
Township of Woolwich, 24 Church Street West, Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6 

Fax (519) 669-1820 / Questions: (519) 669-6009
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Cassel, Elgin Charles
Passed away peacefully at St. Mary’s General Hospital, Kitch-
ener, on Monday, August 15, 2016, in his 90th year. Elgin 
Cassel, of Chateau Gardens (Chartwell) in Elmira, was the 
beloved husband of Florence (Cybulski) Cassel (1994). Lov-
ing father of Jane and Jerry Dietrich, June and Bill Dudgeon, 
Karen and Jim Kieswetter, Gail and Ken Kieswetter, Kathy 
and Dennis Kieswetter, Chris and Ken Paul, Kim and Dennis 
Preikschas, and Tony Cassel. Survived by 22 grandchildren, 
45 great-grandchildren and two great-great-grandchildren. 
Also survived by brothers Art, Lloyd and Maria, Joe and 
Cheri, sister Sheila Etmanski, and sisters-in-law Florence 
Cybulski, Rita Cybulski, Theresa Cassel, Stella Cassel, Hilda 
Cassel and Sandra Cassel, and many nieces and nephews. 
Predeceased by his infant son Joseph (1955), sisters Doris 
(William) Hahn and Mary (Tony) Cybulski, brothers Ed-
mund, Leonard (Barb), William, and Murray, brothers-in-law 
Dominic Etmanski, Joe (Julia) Cybulski, John (Margaret) 
Cybulski, Martha (Mick) Borutski, Ambrose (Elsie) Cybulski, 
Helen (Tony) Gregg, Pete (Margaret) Cybulskie, Angus Cy-
bulski, and Dominic Cybulskie, and sister-in-law Suzanna 
Cassel. Elgin was born on December 23, 1926 and was the son 
of Herbert and Collette (Foerster) Cassel. He was retired from 
Uniroyal in Kitchener. He farmed in Glen Allan before living 
on William Street, and then Chateau Gardens in Elmira. He 
was a member of St. Teresa’s Parish in Elmira. The family will 
receive relatives and friends at Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira, on Friday, August 19, 2016 from 2-4 and 
7-9 p.m., with parish prayers at 1:45 p.m. A funeral mass will 
be held at St. Teresa of Avila RC Church, 19 Flamingo Dr., 
Elmira, on Saturday, August 20, 2016 at 11 a.m. followed by a 
reception. Interment will take place at St. Joseph’s RC Cem-
etery, Macton. As expressions of sympathy, donations may be 
made to the Canadian Cancer Society or to Chateau Gardens 
Auxiliary. A special thank you to the 7th floor nursing staff 
at St. Mary’s General Hospital, Dr. Kelly and Dr. Jones, and 
also the staff at Chateau Gardens for taking such good care 
of Elgin.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com 

Wilkie, Dennis
Passed away suddenly at Missinaibi 
Provincial Park on Saturday, August 
13, 2016, at the age of 71 years. Dennis 
Wilkie was the beloved husband of 
Barb (Horst) Wilkie of West Montrose. 
Loved father of Darren (Karen) and 
Paula Wilkie. Loving Papa of Ethan and 
Cailyn. Dear brother of Larry (Rose). 
Cremation has taken place. A Celebra-
tion of Life will be announced in a later 
edition of the Record. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com 

PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY
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DEATH NOTICE LISTINGS

Brubacher, Sarah (nee Martin)
Peacefully passed away on Monday, 
August 15, 2016 at Heritage House, St. 
Jacobs, in her 99th year. Beloved wife 
of the late Emanuel Brubacher (2005). 
Dear mother of Mark (Ruth) of Toronto, 
Jim of Elmira, Mary Kaiser of Elmira, 
and Martha Wynn of Kitchener. Lov-
ingly remembered by her grandchil-
dren Erin and Caitlin; Kerri (Brad), 
Scott (Nicole), Ryan and Nicki; Barb, 
Derek (Caitlin), Andrew (Nikki); Jenny 
(Mike) and Deborah (Chris); and great-
grandchildren Hunter, Skylar, Jaymz; 
Elim, Sita, Lillianna; and Owen. Sarah 
was the last surviving member of her 
family having been predeceased by her 
parents Benjamin and Veronica (Frey) 
Martin, six brothers and five sisters. 
Sarah was born on September 17, 1917 
near Elmira. Sarah and Emanuel were 
married on March 19, 1940 and contin-
ued to live in the Elmira area until they 
moved to Vineland where they lived 
from 1948 to 1970. They then lived in 
Eganville from 1970 to 1987. Since then 
they have lived in the St. Jacobs area. 
The family received their relatives 
and friends on Wednesday, August 
17, 2016 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. The funeral service will 
be held on Thursday, August 18, 2016 
at 2 p.m. in the funeral home chapel. 
A reception will follow at the funeral 
home. Interment will take place in St. 
Jacobs Mennonite Cemetery at 4:30 
p.m. In Sarah’s memory, donations 
to the Mennonite Central Committee 
or St. Mary’s Hospital Cardiac Care 
would be appreciated as expressions 
of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Thank 
You

Thank you to 
all of our family 
and friends who 

attended the 
funeral of my 

daughter Angela.

For all the love, 
kindness and 

support we 
received, we are 

very grateful. 

Rosemary 
and Kirk
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE BREAKING
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

 Finished Flat Work/Floors
 Foundations & Footings
 Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios
 Decorative & Exposed Concrete
 Coloured Concrete

SPECIALIZING IN:
 Finished Flat Work/Floors Finished Flat Work/Floors
 Foundations & Footings Foundations & Footings
 Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios
 Decorative & Exposed Concrete Decorative & Exposed Concrete Decorative & Exposed Concrete
 Coloured Concrete Coloured Concrete

 Finished Flat Work/Floors
SPECIALIZING IN:

519-747-4414kroetschconcrete.com kroetschconstruction@hotmail.ca

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

S
PA
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E
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
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FIND YOUR DREAM HOME 
IN THE #1 COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN ONTARIO

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONHOME EVALUATIONFREEThinking About Selling? FREEFREECall today 
and book a

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

YOUR LOCAL RE/MAX TEAM!
Donating back to 
the community 
we call home. YOUR LOCAL RE/MAX TEAM!
Donating back to 
the community 
we call home.

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

SPACIOUS 2-STOREY

$448,900$448,900$448,900$448,900
Drayton – This yet to be built beautiful 2076 sq ft Verdone 
Foxwood-model features granite counter tops, Barzotti 
kitchen & gas fireplace. Second floor features media room, 3 
bedrooms, main bath, laundry, master bedroom with 5-pc 
ensuite & walk-in closet. MLS 30519901.

35 ACRES NEAR CLIFFORD

$198,000$198,000$198,000
Clifford - This 35 acre property features a mix of bush and 
some wet areas. Great building site for your future hobby 
farm, dream home, or perfect retreat/hide-a-way location. 
Located on highway 89 between Harriston and Mount 
Forest. MLS 30529342.

BUNGALOW

$419,900$419,900$419,900$419,900
Drayton - This yet to be built beautiful Verdone Bungalow 
features open concept great room with electric fireplace 
and two tray ceiling, & Barzotti kitchen with granite counter 
tops. Master bedroom has double walkin closets, ensuite & 
main floor laundry. Pick your finishes & colors throughout 
the house. MLS 30519933.

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA   DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

$239,000
A nice home in the quiet village 
of Drayton, on an extra large lot, 2 
bedroom bungalow, some updates 
completed. New furnace Fall 2015, 
new foundation & basement 2010, 
main floor has been painted and 
new flooring in living room. MLS.

$190,000
A well-kept updated 3 bedroom 
home. New windows, floors, 
kitchen, septic in 2008 and a new 
roof in 2009. Main floor laundry. It is 
move in ready. Concrete driveway 
with parking for 8 vehicles, on a 66 
X 132 foot lot. MLS.

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

$299,000 
A newer well kept raised 
bungalow in Milverton, big 
kitchen and dining area, 2 
bedrooms on main floor, 1 in the 
basement, 2 bathrooms, rec 
room, attached garage. All in 
the village of Milverton. MLS.

NEW LISTING $299,000 
A newer well kept raised 
bungalow in Milverton, big 
kitchen and dining area, 2 
bedrooms on main floor, 1 in the 
basement, 2 bathrooms, rec SOLD

NEW PRICE

$190,000
A well-kept updated 3 bedroom 
home. New windows, floors, 
kitchen, septic in 2008 and a new 
roof in 2009. Main floor laundry. It is 
move in ready. Concrete driveway SOLD

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

DRAYTON | $229,000
Nice starter or investment.  3 bedroom, 2 bath located on a nice sized lot. Well 
treed. MLS Call Dale

CALL US NOW FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

BROKERAGE

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Office:

www.thurrealestate.com

Office:

www.thurrealestate.com
519-669-2772

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

EXCEPTIONAL OLDER HOME, loaded with character! 
Beautiful staircases, hdwd floors & wide baseboards. Up-
dated windows (incl. stained & beveled glass). Cozy LR w/
gas fireplace. Large D.R. Main floor fam. room & sunroom. 
FOUR bdrms. plus a finished attic! In-law suite in bsmt. 
(separate entrance). Dble. garage. A MUST SEE. MLS.

$559,900

BAUMAN ST., ELMIRA

INVESTORS / FIRST TIME BUYERS – Charming two story 
brick home with extra-large lot (101.31 Ft x 133.32 Ft). 
Spacious eat in kitchen with newer vinyl floors. 3 br, 1 
bath. Detached single garage with power. Awaiting your 
decorating and personal touches! MLS.

$219,900

JOHN ST., DRAYTON 

INVESTORS / FIRST TIME BUYERS

$219,900$219,900
SOLD

$299,900

YATTON SIDE RD., WALLENSTEIN

LOTS OF LIVING SPACE in this FOUR bdrm. home. Main 
flr. master bdrm. with ensuite. Main floor laundry & fami-
ly room and HUGE LR/DR w/fireplace. Eat-in kitchen. Rec. 
rm. area. Dble. garage & lots of parking (2 driveways). 
Hot water heat. MLS.

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME MARKET EVALUATION.

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

WOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

BEAUTIFULLY
RESTORED 
$559,900 ELMIRA Pride in 
ownership, stunning original 
woodwork throughout, solid 
wood staircase lead to the 
finished 3rd floor attic, 
spacious main floor formal 
rooms, bright dining space off 
the kitchen with patio doors to 
private deck, finished 
basement, detached garage 
offers finished 2nd floor bonus 
space.  MLS

EXECUTIVE freehold town homes now under construction in Elmira. 

PRICES STARTING FROM $386,900. Bungalow and bungalow loft plans. 
Reserve yours today. Please contact Shanna or Bonnie for details. EXCLUSIVE.

* Front elevation may 
differ from rendering.

INTRODUCING ELMIRA SOUTHWOOD PARK ESTATES!
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

C
R

O
S

S
W

O
R

D
 P

U
Z

Z
L
E

R

S
U

D
O

K
U

 C
H

A
L
L
E

N
G

E

Thinking of Buying or Selling? Call or email today for a FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION, OPINONS of VALUE!

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

www.thefreyteam.com

$375,000 | BUSINESS ONLY
OPPORTUNITY 

KNOCKS! 
This thriving business is located 
just South of Elmira in a very 
active Retail Mall. 10 year lease 
is in place and the Franchise is 
paid in full. Great Sales in the 
last year and  catering contracts 
are in place with schools etc. 
Call for more information. MLS 
#30534761 Call Mildred Frey 
cell 519-741-6970.

Contact us by phone

519-669-1544
Or by Fax

519-669-5119
Len Frey

Sales Representative
mildred@thefreyteam.com

519-741-6368

Mildred Frey
Broker

mildred@thefreyteam.com

519-741-6970

CALL 1 888 2 DONATE for more information or to book an appointment.  Visit www.blood.ca

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

STORE HOURS:
OPEN 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

ELMIRA BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED
Finest in feeds and service since 1962FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED

Finest in feeds and service since 1962

Bus 519.669.5478 • Toll Free 1.800.265.6126
www.ffmltd.com

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

The Next Elmira Clinic: 
Thursday, August 25th 2016 
from 2:00pm - 8:00pm 
at Lion’s Hall, Elmira

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

Sophia:  
Blood Transfusion
Sunday 6:30am

www.erbelectric.ca • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

25+ Years of Service in the Area

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

The Next Elmira Clinic: 
Thursday, August 25Give Blood …

 to save lives.

This Elmira Blood Donor Clinic 
announcement is brought to you by 
these community-minded businesses

DAN AYKROYD IN ELMIRA

Elmira welcomed a celebrity 
sighting last weekend as Dan 
Aykroyd popped into town to 
visit a friend, stopping by the 
LCBO for a little bit of shopping. 
He posed for a couple photos 
with Maureen Davis and Eilleen 
Yorysh and with store manager 
Pat Salmen. [SUBMITTED]

BATTLER, CAROLINE ISABELLE | Caroline Isabelle “Belle” 
Battler passed away peacefully on Wednesday, 
August 10, 2016 at Trinity Village Care Centre, Kitch-
ener. She was born in Breslau on March 23, 1920.

BAUMAN, NEWTON  | Passed away peacefully on 
Friday, August 12, 2016 at Caressant Care in Arthur, 
at the age of 89 years, formerly of Floradale.

BOWMAN, EILEEN (NEE WELTZ) | Passed away peace-
fully under the kind care of Hospice Wellington, 
Guelph, on Friday, August 12, 2016 at the age of 
93. Cherished mother of Alan (Gabriel) of Wellesley.

DEATH NOTICES

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426
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Your referrals are appreciated!

FREE Market Evaluation
Do you need more living space?

Are you ready to downsize?
Are you a first-time buyer?

Y efer als ciat d!

Call Me for ALL Your Real Estate Needs!
I Have Buyers Looking for Homes!I Have Buyers Looking for Homes!

Are you a first-time buyer?

Call Me for ALL Your Real Estate Needs!

Let my 25 years of experience work for you.

CORNISH, JULIE ANNE | Passed away with her mother and 
sister by her side, on Wednesday, August 10, 2016 at the 
KW Campus of Grand River Hospital, at 41.

GINGRICH, BRENDA ELAINE  | Peacefully passed away 
on Tuesday, August 9, 2016 at KW Campus of Grand 
River Hospital, age 35 years, of Drayton.

LEHMAN, ANDREW (ANDY) JEROME  | Passed away 
peacefully with his family by his side on August 13, 
2016 in his 80th year.
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LIVING HERE

WHEN I’M COOKING FOR 
family gatherings, I feel 
the need to get creative. 
It would not do to bring 
a dessert that I made for 
them three years ago. Oh, 
no. So I start looking at 
recipes ... online or old 
magazines and cookbooks 
– mostly looking at pic-
tures for a spark of inspira-
tion. Last week I found a 
picture on Pinterest of a 
chocolate and peanut but-
ter dessert but as usual, I 
did not like the recipe. Us-
ing my recipes from differ-
ent desserts, I cobbled this 
together: Peanut Butter 
Mousse Torte.

In summer, especially 
in this heat we’ve had this 
year I prefer lighter des-
serts. Baked cheesecakes 
with three or four blocks of 
cream cheese or a dessert 
with 27 ounces of chocolate 
seem excessive. Fresh fruit 
desserts are the essence 
of summer so I also made 
Summertime Peach Pie 
with Blackberries found on 
the Martin’s Family Fruit 
Farm Facebook page. It was 
delicious!

Finding 
just the 
right 
dessert 
for the 
season

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DONNA GINGRICH

RECIPE
NOTES

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net

It is a common misunderstanding 
that if your car is under 

warranty you need to take it 
back to the dealer for servicing.

– NOT TRUE! –
At Leroy’s, we are qualified to be your New Vehicle 

Warranty Manager and will make sure you are 
informed of all the required maintenance. We will 

even take your vehicle to the dealership on your behalf 
to complete any warranty work or recalls! Talk to one of 
our service advisors for more information! – Kendrick Accredited  

Test & Repair Facility

VOLUNTEERS / SOMETHING FOR THE COMMUNITY

WHITNEY NEILSON

CONCERT | 27

HAVING DECIDED MEN-
NOHOMES’ AFFORDABLE 
housing project in Elmira 
will be a great asset to the 
community, Zion Menno-
nite Fellowship is hosting 
a concert and barbeque 
next weekend on the site 
where the building is tak-
ing shape.

Zion Mennonite Fellow-
ship’s committee chair 
Marilyn Brubacher said 
they were looking for ways 
to support the project other 
than just soliciting dona-
tions.

“We have really felt that 
MennoHomes, that hous-
ing project, is going to be 
excellent for Elmira just 
because it provides some 
housing that hasn’t been 
available up until now, af-
fordable housing that has 
accessibility. This seemed 
a fun way to draw the com-
munity into it because it’s 
not a church project, it’s a 
community project,” Bru-
bacher said.

It’ll be held in the park-
ing lot of Woolwich Com-
munity Services, which 
is on the same property 
where the three-storey 
25-unit affordable housing 
project is under construc-
tion. It will be the only af-
fordable rental apartment 
building in Elmira with an 
elevator.

Larry Lesperance and 
friends will perform, as 
will the church’s Zion Men-
nonite Band. The outdoor 
concert is free, but people 

Zion Mennonite Fellowship sees aff ordable housing in Elmira as a community boon, looks to help

who stop by are asked to 
consider making a dona-
tion to MennoHomes.

She says Lesperance 
tends to play easy listening 
and folk music. The church 
band mostly plays Chris-
tian music, but they likely 
will play some other tunes 
as well.

MennoHomes executive 
director Dan Driedger says 
the nice thing about the 
event is it wasn’t initiated 
by MennoHomes.

“The church is a down-

town Elmira church trying 
to reach out to the local 
community there and our 
project is happening liter-
ally in their back yard. 
They certainly wanted to 
be involved and figure out 
how to do that,” Driedger 
said.

He’ll be set up with an 
information tent at the 
event to answer questions 
and accept donations. He 
says they’re thrilled that 
the church decided to put 
together a concert in sup-

port of the housing project.
“Sometimes these open 

events like this are nice 
because people can just 
swing by without feeling 
really conspicuous about 
it, if they’re curious,” 
Driedger said.

And people can make it a 
full day of music since the 
concert finishes up an hour 
before the Sunday Night 
Concert Series at Gore 
Park, which starts at 7 p.m.

“It’s good timing. The 
event is happening from 3 

to 6 and so all the people 
that normally go to Gore 
Park, they can come to this 
concert and have their sup-
per and then they can head 
up and have some more 
music at the park,” Bru-
bacher said.

As for the construction, 
Driedger says they started 
a bit later than expected 
this spring because of 
some of the site prep work. 
He says it’s rolling now 

Zion Mennonite Fellowship’s church band will perform at a charity concert on behalf of MennoHome’s affordable housing project in Elmira on Aug. 28. Here, Stew Shantz, Terry Martin and 
Doreen Lachance practice. Lisa Williams and Dan Shaylor fill out the band on bass and drums. [SUBMITTED]

Musical fundraiser to benefit 
MennoHomes project
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Fun, Fabulous
Fashion & Gifts!

fb and me
Boutique

40 Arthur St. S Elmira

TUES & WED 10 - 5:30  |  Thurs 10 - 8  |  FRI 10 - 5:30  |  SAT 10 - 4
519-210-1200

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

AUGUST 20

OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT IN Breslau: Join us for a 
movie under the stars at the Breslau Community 
Center, hosted by the Breslau Recreation Association. 
“The Peanuts Movie” will show on a large inflatable 
screen, starting at dusk (approx. 8:30 p.m.). 
Admission $5/ family. If raining, movie will be shown 
in the gym. Questions: info@breslau.org.

AUGUST 23 

ARE YOU ENTERING GRADE 6 this September? The 
Woolwich Youth Centre is going Go Karting and you’re 
invited! Come by 1-10 p.m. Tuesday to Friday to pick 
up a permission form and check out the cool games 
and other activities planned! Youth up to age 19 are 
welcome, and your first visit is free. For information, 
contact Carlina or Shianna at the Youth Centre. 
Phone: 519-669-3539, Email: woolwichyouthcentre@
hotmail.com, Facebook: Woolwich Youth Centre. 

FAREWELL EVENT FOR THE Redekops. Floradale 
Mennonite Church invites you to join us in celebrating 
25 years with Pastor Fred Redekop and his family, 
at Floradale Mennonite Church, 7:30 p.m. for lots of 
memories with slides, skits and songs. Refreshments 
to follow. For more information call 519-669-1884.

AUGUST 28

MENNOHOMES FUNDRAISER BBQ AND Concert to 
support “A Place to Call Home - Creating new 
barrier-free affordable rental housing in Elmira,” 
3-6 p.m. Music by Larry Lesperance & Friends, and 
the Zion Mennonite Band. BBQ: Hamburgers, hot 

dogs, drinks, chips. All proceeds go to MennoHomes. 
Cash, cheques, and credit card info accepted with tax 
receipts for all donations. Please come and support 
your community. Location: Woolwich Community 
Services (WCS) parking lot on corner of Church St. 
and Memorial Ave. Sponsored by Zion Mennonite 
Fellowship. For more information on the project visit 
www.mennohomes.com/elmira.html.

SEPTEMBER 5

THE NINTH ANNUAL LIONS Fishing Derby will be held 
at the Albert Erb Conservation Area in Wellesley 
on Labour Day. Registration is at 8 a.m. ($7 fee per 
angler). The derby runs from 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. A cash 
prize of $150 will be awarded for the first tagged 
fish caught. Prizes and trophies will be awarded. For 
more information 519-656-3474.

SEPTEMBER 8

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon. Breslau Community 
Centre, 100 Andover Dr., Breslau. Cost $6. Join us for a 
noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call Community 
Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 or toll free 1-855-664-
1900 for more information.

NEW HORIZONS IS A group for boomers, zoomers, 
and seniors. Get informed, be inspired, socialize and 
have fun! Topics are informative and intended to 
enhance our quality of life. Enjoy coffee or tea and 
a delicious snack. Admission is $2 per person. Harold 
Albrecht, MP for Kitchener-Conestoga, will be our 
guest on  Sept. 8 at 10 a.m. at The Community Centre 
at 58 St. Charles St. E., Maryhill Topic- Monitoring the 
Pulse on End of Life Care. For further information 

contact Joan Haid at 519 648-2742 or by email at 
jehaid@xplornet.ca.

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FELLOWSHIP FOR Seniors. 
10:30 a.m., 200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. “Protect Your 
Independence” Navigating the MTO Senior Driving 
System, Faith Morphy of Young Drivers of Canada. 
Devotional: Len Neumeister. Suggested donation $7/
person - includes hot lunch. For more information 
contact Reta Malloy 519-669-8752.

SEPTEMBER 10

THE WOOLWICH COMMUNITY LIONS Club is hosting 
two events in the Foodland parking lot (Arthur Street, 
Elmira) from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Drive a Ford event: come 
out and take a car for a test drive (one test drive per 
household). Ford will donate $20 to Woolwich Lions 
for each test drive up to a maximum of $6,000. 
Classic Car Show and Shine from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.;  
$5 entry fee/dashboard plaque for the first 30 cars. 
Classic car show registration call Sandy at 519-638-
2523. Live band (Cowboy Up), BBQ. All proceeds to 
Elmira District Community Living van project (for the 
purchase of a Ford wheelchair van).

SEPTEMBER 14

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.). Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville 
Rd., St. Jacobs. Cost $11. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noonday meal, 
fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for 
more information. 

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:30 am: Community 
Worship at Gibson Park

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

519-669-1459  •  www.elmiracommunity.org
Birdland Plaza, 112 Oriole Parkway, Unit 5, Elmira

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship

Aug 21st Ecumenical Service
10:30 am • Gibson Park

Come worship with the 
Elmira and area churches

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, August 21st
10:30 AM

Community 
Worship Service

at Gibson Park
(no service at Woodside)

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together
Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Overcoming 
the World

Sunday, August 21st

10:45 am

Building relationships with God,
one another, and the world.

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
www.kcf.org

www.kcf.org/academy

850 Sawmill Road, Bloomingdale, ON
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 10:30am
Ecumenical Service

at Gibson Park
In case of rain, the service 
is cancelled. Bring chairs.

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10am  

519.669.5030 
REACH OUT
Spread the word, 
advertise your 
service here 
every week.
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ACROSS
1. Abominable snowmen
5. New Zealand parrots
10. Mormon State flowers
15. W.W. II enemy
16. Certain salty chemical compounds
17. Legendary queen of Carthage
18. What Halloween lips are made of
20. Categorize
21. Churn
22. Look through a scope
23. Shoots in the jungle?
25. Taxpayer’s headache
28. Censor’s target
30. U-turn from WSW
31. Some urban dwellings
35. Permission granted by a bishop
37. ___ constrictor
38. Hi-___ graphics
39. Gather on the surface, chemically
42. Otherworldliness
45. Adjoin
48. Leave speechless
49. Banana oil, e.g.
50. Eyes
52. Bad looks

53. Russian empresses
54. Rear half of a griffin
56. High school breakout
57. Yours truly
58. Bit of barbecue
60. Kudzu, for one
61. Ancient Andean
62. Religious image: Var.

DOWN
1. Big, fat mouth
2. Midterm, for one
3. Novice
4. “Four Essays on Liberty” author 
Berlin
5. Garden pond swimmer
6. Congenitally attached
7. Aussie’s neighbor
8. Monroe’s successor
9. Driver’s license datum
11. Wax-coated cheese
12. Gallows
13. Ancient Greek theater
14. Went wild on the drums, maybe
16. In event that
19. Poisonous yellow gas

20. “Ciao!”
23. Voluptuous
24. Eyes, poetically
26. The Everly Brothers, e.g.
27. Bank, to a credit card
29. Multiple misters (Abbr.)
32. “My bad!”
33. Serves at a restaurant
34. Preserve, in a way
36. Primitive calculators
40. Losing proposition?
41. Waikiki wiggle
43. Phaseolus coccineus
44. Biblical beast
46. Dog holder
47. “___ the season ...”
50. Beaver State
51. Ziggy Stardust’s genre
55. Place to see a Zamboni
59. Strange, in Scotland
60. Half of XIV

Technology could help us find smarter ways to keep ourselves cool and warm

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. When you think 
about the history of med-
ical practice, railroads 
probably don’t come to 
mind. But why should 
they?
A. In the year 1900, one in 
every 28 railroad employ-
ees was injured on the job, 
and one in 399 died, says 
Jack El-Hai in “Discover” 
magazine. Brakemen lost 
hands while coupling cars, 
boilers exploded, and 
passengers were maimed 
in derailments or suff ered 
common medical emer-
gencies far from medical 
facilities. The railroads 
responded by developing 

railway surgery. 
As early as 1849, the 

Erie Railroad employed a 
physician, and by the Civil 
War many companies had 
surgeons and other medi-
cal personnel on staff. They 
also began commissioning 
their own hospitals, like 
the Central Pacific did in 
1870 in Sacramento, Cali-
fornia, and within decades, 
there were some 35 railway 
hospitals in the U.S.

“This is really the birth 
of trauma care,” says emer-
gency medicine physician 
Ryan Stanton. Railway doc-
tors promoted preventive 
vaccination programs and 
pioneered pre-employment 
physical exams, the devel-
opment of first-aid kits, 
and the diagnosis of color-
blindness – a cause of fatal 
accidents when impaired 

workers failed to correctly 
identify colored signals. By 
World War I, railway sur-
geons accounted for 10 per-
cent of the country’s physi-
cians and provided care for 
2 million rail employees. 
But the rise of public hospi-
tals and private medical in-
surance plus the decline of 
railroads due to competi-
tion from autos and trucks 
led to a rapid decline in 
railway medicine. 
Q. Why, in the early days 
of space travel, did NASA 
take a major interest in 
rectal gasses?
A. As it turns out, zero 
gravity makes it impossible 
for astronauts to belch, 
thus pushing gas to the 
lower intestine, says David 
Brown in “Mental Floss” 
magazine. This methane 
gas was “a fi re hazard in 

an oxygenated capsule, so 
NASA had to study rectal 
gasses and diets to reduce 
them.”
Q. Today 17% of homes 
worldwide have air 
conditioning but experts 
predict that by the end of 
the century, the number 
will rise to 70% as a grow-
ing global middle class 
demands it. How might a 
robotic air conditioner, 
an offi  ce chair on ice, 
and cool insoles provide 
some super-cool techno-
logical relief?

A. Air conditioning is 
energy-intensive but 
highly ineffi  cient, cooling 
an entire structure when 
only a person’s immediate 
microclimate needs it, says 
Evan Ackerman in “IEEE 
Spectrum” magazine. En-
ter the U.S. government’s 

DELTA program with 
cutting-edge technologies 
for “Delivering Effi  cient 
Local Thermal Amenities.” 

RoCo, the robotic per-
sonal conditioning de-
vice, has “a heater and air 
conditioner on top of a 
mobile base that can lock 
into your smartphone’s 
signal and autonomously 
follow you around, gently 
blowing warm or cold air 
to keep you at a comfort-
able temperature.” For a 
commercial building, up to 
30% of energy costs could 
be saved.

Then there’s a wire-
lessly powered climate-
controlled office chair with 
heating elements and small 
fans built into the back 
and seat. It uses only 14 
watts for heating and about 
four watts for cooling, and 

when the seat is empty, the 
system is turned off. 

Finally, consider thermo-
regulating footwear. Since 
the soles of your feet are 
part of “the body’s radia-
tor,” a work boot known as 
ReBoot has a thin insole 
with water channels run-
ning through it. “Cool wa-
ter absorbs heat from the 
glabrous tissue at the bot-
tom of your foot and gets 
pumped to a heat sink and 
fan hidden in the boot’s 
sole.” 

Stay tuned. These tech-
nologies may be commer-
cial reality within the next 
two years. 

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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.

2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, just before Florapine Road | 519-669-3154 | M-F 9-6 • Sat 8-5 

THIS WEEK’S FEATURE

2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 

ORDER #2 PEACHES 
FOR CANNING TODAY!

• WATERMELON
• CANTALOUPE

• SWEET CORN
• PEACHES
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Chocolate Mousse:
1/2 cup whipping cream
1 cup semi-sweet chocolate 
chips
2 tsp. unflavoured gelatine
1/4 cup cold water
1/2 cup sour cream
2 cups whipped cream (al-
ready whipped)

Prepare a 10” spring-
form pan by putting a sheet 
of parchment paper on the 
bottom.

For base, cream butter, 
brown sugar and egg until 
light.

Add rest of ingredients, 
mix until combined.

Spread batter into 
spring-form pan.

Bake at 350º F for 15-20 
minutes until set in the 
middle.

Cool base completely.
For peanut butter layer, 

beat cream cheese and ic-
ing sugar until light.

Peanut 
Butter 
Mousse Torte
Base:
1/2 cup butter, softened
1 cup brown sugar
1 egg
1/2 cup cocoa
1 tsp. vanilla
1/2 cup flour
Pinch salt

Peanut Butter Layer:
1 – 250 gr. cream cheese, 
softened
3/4 cup icing sugar
3/4 cup peanut butter
4 cups whipped cream (al-
ready whipped)
1/2 cup coarsely grated 
chocolate

CHEF’S TABLE: Putting tasty things together in just the right combination is the key here

Add peanut butter, mix.
Gently fold in whipped 

cream and grated choco-
late.

Spread over base in 
spring-form pan.

Refrigerate while you 

atine over cold water in a 
small microwaveable dish.

Set gelatine aside to 
soften, then heat it for a 
few seconds to melt.

Add gelatine to chocolate 
mixture and let it cool, but 

not set.
When cool, fold in sour 

cream and whipped cream 
gently.

Spread over peanut but-
ter layer in spring-form 
pan.

Refrigerate until firm, a 
few hours or overnight.

To serve, carefully run 
a knife around the torte in 
the pan.

Loosen sides and re-
move.

Remove parchment and 
slide torte onto a serving 
platter.

Garnish with additional 
whipped cream and choco-
late as desired.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 
or email donna.atasteofnostal-
gia@gmail.com.

2015 CHRYSLER 200 C SEDAN
Only 18,900 kilometers. Loaded with leather interior, 
heated seats and steering wheel, Panoramic sunroof, 
remote start, rear back-up camera, 8.4 touch screen with 
Bluetooth/Uconnect and much more. Previous daily 
rental. Finished in Lunar White Tri-coat paint. $23,995.

163
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE NORTH 4X4
3.2 liter V6 engine with 9 speed automatic transmission, 
heated seats and heated steering wheel, remote start, 
rear back-up camera, 8.4 inch media center with 
Uconnect and Bluetooth and much more. Finished in 
True Blue. Only 54,900 kilometers. $24,995.

169
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 DODGE DART RALLYE SEDAN
Sport sedan with excellent fuel economy. 2.4 liter 4 
cylinder engine with 6 speed automatic transmis-
sion. Well equipped with air conditioning, power 
windows/locks/mirrors, hands-free communication 
with Bluetooth, alloy wheels and more. Like new with 
only 117 kilometers. Finished in White. $20,995.

142
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 RAM 1500 SPORT CREW CAB 4X4
One owner trade-in. Sport trim with Navigation, 
back-up camera, keyless proximity, trailer brake 
control, 8.4 inch media center with Bluetooth and 
Uconnect and much more. Finished in deep cherry red. 
Only 67,300 kilometers. $32,995.

223
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2013 RAM 1500 CREW CAB 4X4
Very low kilometers with Hemi engine, Outdoorsman 
package, heated seats and steering wheel, remote start, 
Uconnect 8.4 media, Bluetooth, rear back-up camera and 
more. Finished in black / grey. Only 31,600 km. $33,995.

260
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$162
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE NORTH
Has only 30,900 kilometers. North edition equipped 
with V6 engine, 9 speed automatic transmission, 
heated cloth seats and heated steering wheel, remote 
start, 8.4 Uconnect with Bluetooth and much more. 
Finished in Billet metallic. $23,995.

Starting From Price for 
2016 Jeep Cherokee Limited shown: $34,540

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE
BEST-IN-CLASS CAPABILITY

FINANCING FOR
84 MONTHS
ON SELECT MODELS

make the mousse.

Chocolate Mousse:
Heat 1/2 cup cream and 

chocolate chips in micro-
wave just until melted.

Meanwhile, sprinkle gel-

CONCERT: “It’s an event that hopefully draws the whole community there,” says organizer
FROM | 24

though.
“On the fundraising side 

of things, as anticipated 
the summer has been 
a little lighter because 
people are enjoying sum-
mer in Canada, that’s what 
we do. So that’s not a big 
surprise, so we’ll be kind 

other local projects and we 
hope that as they do that 
they look to this, recognize 
that it’s a good local project 
and are able to get behind 
it over the next year,” 
Driedger said.

And what better way 
than with some food and 
entertainment on a Sunday 

of re-launching our public 
fundraising efforts again in 
the fall. This fundraiser’s 
actually a nice way to be-
gin that again, to start to 
get a little bit more public 
awareness,” Driedger said.

He notes people driv-
ing by the site now can see 
it’s more than an idea, as 

afternoon.
“It’s an event that hope-

fully draws the whole com-
munity there, the broader 
community, not just the 
church community, just to 
support something that’s 
going to be a benefit for ev-
eryone living in the area,” 
Brubacher said.

evidenced by the busy con-
struction crews. Despite 
not having all the fundrais-
ing completed, he says 
they’re encouraged by the 
support they’ve received 
thus far. 

“We know that some 
people are wrapping up 
their commitments to 

The MennoHomes Fun-
draiser BBQ and Concert 
will be held from 3 to 6 
p.m. on Aug. 28 at 5  Me-
morial Ave. All proceeds 
from the barbeque will go 
to MennoHomes. Cash, 
cheques and credit cards 
will be accepted and tax 
receipts will be available.
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON TO FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

STARTS TODAY!
HURRY IN...THESE DEALS WON’T LAST LONG!

THURS/FRI 9-9 SATURDAY AUG 20 9-6 SUNDAY AUG 21 11-5

IN STOCK

FIRST COME FIRST SERVED!

13X13, 18X18, 13X20
PORCELAIN TILE

97¢FROM97FROM97 / SQ FT

REG 3.79REG 3.79REG 3.79REG 3.79REG 3.79REG 3.79

AC4 COMMERCIAL!

CLICK
LAMINATE

IN STOCK

87¢
REG 1.99

FROM87FROM87 / SQ FT

REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

HANDSCRAPED!

STRAND WOVEN
BAMBOO

IN STOCK

$199FROM$FROM$
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

75%
PLUS NO TAX!!

HUGE SELECTION 
OF AREA RUGS!

IN STOCK

75%
OFF!!

UP TO75UP TO75

2 COLOURS IN STOCK!

12.3MM CLICK
LAMINATE

IN STOCK

$117FROM / SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

IN STOCK

MANY STYLES IN STOCK

$197
REG 8.99

FROM / SQ FT

REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

ALL GLASS
BACKSPLASH

PER SQ FT
MIN 300SF

MODERN
/L INEAR FT

PER SQ FT
MIN 300SF

TRADIT IONAL
/L INEAR FT

LAMINATE
INSTALLATION

CARPET
INSTALLATION

HARD
WOOD $147

/SF 
MIN 300 SF

$127
/SF 
MIN 300 SF47¢

/SF 
MIN 300 SF
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75%$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT57¢

/ LIN FT57/ LIN FT57

IN STOCK

MDF PRIMED
BASEBOARDS

  
3     ” 7/8 5¼” 5½” 

IN STOCK

100% WATERPROOF

LUXURY CLICK
VINYL PLANKS

$167
REG 4.99

FROM$FROM$ / SQ FT

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

519.696.3275
1092 Bridge St., New Dundee, ON N0B 2E0
info@dundeerecycling.com

SCRAP METAL RECYCLING 
Bin Services • E-Waste

Bridge St.

Plains R
oad

New Dundee

Trussler Road

 

WHAT WE BUY
Farm Equipment, Cars, Trucks, Road 
Trailers, Appliances, Structural Steel, 
Sheet Steel, Misc. Scrap Steel, Copper, 
Aluminum, Brass, Stainless, Lead, Lead 
Acid Batteries, Diecast, Carbide, 
Insulated Wiring, Alternators, Starters, 
Magnesium, Car Rims & Butyl Rubber 
Inner Tubes.

21 Wellington Street, Drayton
Milverton - Stratford - Listowel

800 250 8750    www.mornington.ca

Back to school savings

up to 

$100 o� 
phones!

See store for details. Cannot be combined with other offers. Offer ends August 31, 2016. Minimum $75/mth plan, 2 yr term required. Credit to be applied to the price of the 
handset; cannot be applied to monthly bill.  Customer will receive credit equalling the purchase price of the phone, up to $100.00. Available to new and existing customers  

that meet upgrade requirements.

ment, with a portion go-
ing to cover transit fees? 
If it does make sense for 
the townships to make a 
contribution for services 
for the entire region, is it 
100 per cent, is it a smaller 
amount?” he said.

Wellesley Township 
Mayor Joe Nowak pointed 
out that there is no transit 
in the township currently, 
and he can’t support the 
townships paying the pro-
posed charges. 

“We don’t believe that 
the townships should be 
paying the development 
charges for transit, just 
because we don’t have 
transit. Once we do have 
transit, we would be more 
than willing to pay our fair 
share,” he said. “I asked 
the consultant, ‘what crite-
ria do you use to establish 
increases in the develop-
ment charge?’ They said 
to me quite plainly that it 
is ridership. How can the 
region justify development 
charges on communities 
that have no ridership? We 
will remain opposed to it.”

Nowak understands the 
need for a development 
fee to cover waste manage-
ment, however.

“The waste manage-
ment issue, we are okay 
with that. We do have an 

enhanced service out here 
and you can easily corre-
late or make a connection 
between the development 
charges and the expan-
sion of the waste manage-
ment requirements, so 
that is not a problem,” he 
said, mentioning that the 
transit issue will be on 
the agenda at next week’s 
Wellesley council meeting. 
“But the transit, I am ab-
solutely opposed to it. We 
will see what council says 
next week, but I suspect 
they will agree.”

The move to add a 
$3,600 development 
charge to the townships 
also sparked fears that 
development could move 
away from the townships.

“If you go to Perth East, 
they have no development 
charges,” said Nowak.

Larry Masseo is on the 
board of directors for the 
Waterloo Region Home 
Builders’ Association, and 
he says the effect would be 
minimal. He asks those de-
bating the topic to take a 
look at the bigger picture.

“I suppose I would look 
at it as a broader perspec-
tive. You could say that 
you don’t use parks, or 
I don’t use schools, why 
should I pay?” he said. 
“It is half my taxes right 
there. I think from a 

broader policy perspec-
tive, if the transit cost is 
spread out over everybody, 
everyone in the town-
ship still has access to use 
that transit should they 
need to, whether they are 
visiting the city, or one of 
the many who live in the 
townships, and work in the 
city, so it will impact them 
from that perspective.”

He says developers 
choosing to build else-
where would be rare, and 
if it did happen, then it 
would be across the board 
– not just in the townships.

“I think it could, but in 
a very minor way. From a 
broader perspective with 
the provincial policies on 
growth, the growth plans 
for the greater golden 
horseshoe, there are prob-
ably limited areas for 
newer urban type devel-
opment in those outlying 
townships, that you might 
get some of that, but it will 
be so minor that it won’t 
upset the broader scheme 
of things” he said. 

There is a public meet-
ing on the topic being 
held in regional council 
chambers on Sept. 13 at 4 
p.m. To speak at the meet-
ing, the attendees must 
register ahead of time as a 
delegation at www.region-
ofwaterloo.ca.

CHARGES: Costs up, region looks to share pain
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