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WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS!
Dr. Ryan Shugg & Dr. Paul Shutsa of Elmira Family Dental are
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CONTINUES...SELL-OFF
SELL-OFF

Boxing Week Sale!
OPEN 7 DAYS | 30 Benjamin Rd., Waterloo (across from St. Jacobs Outlet Mall) 519-746-0060 | FLYER SPECIALS www.furniturehouse.ca

Rich Rustic Plank Finish!
NEW COLLECTION! Great Style & Price! 

Dresser $399, chest $349, Nightstand only $189 ea.Dresser $399, chest $349, Nightstand only $189 ea.Dresser $399, chest $349, Nightstand only $189 ea.Dresser $399, chest $349, Nightstand only $189 ea.Dresser $399, chest $349, Nightstand only $189 ea. Any Purchase

LIZ BEVAN

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL WITH THE KINGS

Sugar Kings fans got a treat on Dec. 18 as the Elmira team held their annual Skate with the Kings event after the game, where the players spent time skating with the kids. Clockwise, Elmira’s own Tyler McBay, Anthony 
Azzano and Matt Murray sign autographs. The Sugar Kings will hold their annual Read with the Kings event at the Elmira Library on Jan. 11 at 4:45 p.m. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

THINGS ARE GOING TO get a bit 
brighter in the townships next year. 

The Region of Waterloo, in partner-
ship with lower-tier municipalities, 
is getting a start on installing 43,000 
LED streetlights. 

The lights are brighter and whiter 
than the yellow-hued lamps currently 
lining region and township roads, 
and will ultimately save taxpayers a 
big chunk of change every year. 

“We are expecting, just on regional 
roads, to save about $500,000 a year, 
and regional roads are just a portion 
of the overall conversion – about 
8,000 of the 43,000 lights,” said Bob 
Henderson, manager of transporta-
tion engineering with the region. 

Woolwich and Wellesley opted 
into the program, and in Woolwich, 
the cost is expected to be $508,557, 
barring any complications with in-
stallation, and will cover some 2,000 
lights. LED lights have already been 
installed on Meadowlark Road in 
Elmira. 

In Wellesley Township, the project 
will cover 537 light fixtures at a cost of 
$136,722.

The Region of Waterloo isn’t the 
first municipality to install the lights, 
and with areas around Canada log-
ging resident and environmental 

Changeover to 
LED streetlights 
set to get 
underway in 
townships, region

LED STREETLIGHTS | 4
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WHERE TIRES ARE A SPECIALTY, 
NOT A SIDELINE.
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service

THERE WAS A TOUCH of 
the Christmas spirit in the 
air after a Grinch-like act 
was met by an equal and 
opposite reaction when a 
local merchant replaced 
the wagon stolen from an 
Elmira family.

For Jennifer and James 
Howell and their son Rob-
ert, their big green wagon 
was a link to the world 
around them. Without a 
car to get around with, 
when the wagon was sto-
len a couple of weeks ago, 
the loss was felt.

“We use the wagon to 
deliver papers, get grocer-
ies, carry all of our hockey 
equipment and all of that 
stuff. That is our transpor-
tation. We really needed 
it,” said Jennifer.

James says it was a big 
challenge trying to carry 
the family’s hockey equip-
ment to the Woolwich Me-
morial Centre. The family 
plays on the Woolwich Sun 
Rays special hockey team.

“It is hard to carry two 
huge hockey bags with 

Spirit of giving at play after 
theft of Elmira family’s wagon

Elmira Home Hardware owner Krista 
McBay immediately moved to provide 
a replacement on hearing of plight

LIZ BEVAN the goalie pads, and plus, 
there are two hockey sticks 
at the same time, and now 
in the snow,” he said. 

When Elmira Home 
Hardware owner Krista 
McBay heard about the 
Howells’ plight, she decid-
ed to fill that gap with the 
donation of a brand new 
wagon for the family.

“That is what we do. We 
help our community. It 
was a no-brainer – it was 
just what we had to do,” 
McBay explained. 

James was the first to 
discover that the family’s 
wagon had gone missing 
from the spot they had 
kept it for four years with-
out a problem. Jennifer 
was napping inside the 
apartment, right under-
neath the window of their 
basement apartment. 

“We called the cops 
and everything, and 
there wasn’t much they 
could do,” said Jennifer. 
“James came home from 
work and woke me up. He 
asked me what happened 

ONCE INTENDED AS A road, a piece 
of township land in Hawkesville will 
instead serve to increase the size of 
three Geddes Street properties.

Martha Street was mapped in the 
settlement’s original road plans in 
the 1800s, running right through 
the middle of Hawkesville from 
Ament Line, across Broadway Street 
and into the backyards of properties 
on Geddes Street. Currently, only a 
small portion of Martha Street, run-
ning south from Broadway Street, is 
in use and maintained by the town-
ship.

A land transfer between two 
neighbours shone a light on the un-
opened road allowance, prompting 
Wellesley to deem its land surplus 
so that it could be divvied up be-
tween three property owners. 

Wellesley council last week ap-
proved the sale of the surplus 
land to the owners of 1170, 1182 
and 1192 Geddes St., as well as a 
severance application from 1198 
Geddes St. The decision clears 
the way for planner Geoff van der 

Wellesley 
deems old 
roadway 
allowance 
surplus

LIZ BEVAN

After their green wagon was stolen, Jennifer and James Howell were put in contact with Krista McBay, owner of the Elmira 
Home Hardware store. McBay donated a brand new wagon to the Howell family on Dec. 21. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]SURPLUS| 5 WAGON | 5

THE REGION OF WATER-
LOO Library (RWL) wants 
to generate more readers in 
the townships. 

With its rural pop-up 
library project approved 
by the library board, small 
libraries will be popping up 
in places where residents 
may not have regular ac-
cess to a brick and mortar 
branch. 

RWL manager of library 
services Kelly Bernstein 

Region working on series of pop-up libraries
LIZ BEVAN says bringing books to 

small towns and villages in 
the region isn’t a new idea. 

“It is something that we 
have been working on for 
a couple of years now,” she 
said, explaining that after 
a library reorganization, 
the opportunity opened 
up. “We knew there were 
areas of the townships that 
we weren’t reaching with 
our existing branches so 
it seemed like the natural 
extension to take what we 
do to our communities that 

need it.”
The pop-up libraries will 

set up shop in community 
centres, churches or wher-
ever the library can find to 
put their books on display. 
Some communities are 
proving to be a challenge to 
plan, however. 

“We haven’t quite final-
ized all of the locations yet, 
so we may end up in what-
ever resource the commu-
nity has,” she said. “We are 
trying to put something 
in Branchton in North 

Dumfries Townships, but 
they don’t have much in 
Branchton. We may end up 
being anywhere that has 
space, or even somewhere 
nearby. It depends.”

In Woolwich, the Region 
of Waterloo Library already 
has a plan. 

“We are looking at Bre-
slau for a branch. There is 
a population that needs 
the service, and we are 
definitely going to be in the The Region of Waterloo Library is extending its reach in rural settlements around the 

townships with pop-up libraries meant to serve communities without a brick-and-mortar 
branch. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

LIBRARY | 4
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complaints about earlier 
versions of LED street-
lights, Henderson says staff 
did their research before 
undertaking the project. 

Some of the complaints 
heard around the country 
involve the blueish light 
coming from the street 
lamps, the intensity of the 
light and the interruption 
of nocturnal animals’ natu-
ral cycles. 

“We opted to go with 
a warmer-toned LED 
streetlight for reasons like 
mitigating light pollu-
tion, to mitigate concerns 
about the brightness and 
harshness of the lights and 
also to reduce the amount 
of blue light that is in 
the spectrum of the light 
source,” shared Henderson. 
“We also ensured that our 
project would only con-
sider lights that are inter-
national dark sky friendly 
fixtures.”

The project is the first in 
Canada to use 3,000 –de-
gree Kelvin lights, which 
have a warmer tone and 
aren’t as bright as lights be-
ing used elsewhere in the 
country.

The City of Kitchener 
and the region have both 
chosen to go ahead with 
Smart City controls for 
their streetlights, allowing 
the lights to be dimmed or 
turned off remotely, as well 
as alerting officials if the 
lights break or go out. 

Woolwich didn’t buy in 
to the same option. Devel-
opment engineering tech-
nician Jeff Schmidt says 
it just wasn’t an option for 
the township.

“One thing is that we 
don’t have the technical 
expertise in that field. We 
don’t have the ability to 
actually manage it at this 
point in time. We also don’t 
have the connectivity for it 
as well,” he said.

The installation is being 
scheduled by the contrac-
tor, Fairway Electrical, so 
an installation timeline is 
as yet unknown. However, 
the contract specifies an 
end date of December 2017.

Breslau Community Cen-
tre,” said Bernstein.

Plans for what is going 
into the pop-up branches 
around the region haven’t 
been set in stone yet. 
There is still some plan-
ning to work through, 
but Bernstein says each 
branch will be custom-
ized to the area it is in. 

“Every pop-up is go-
ing to offer a program of 
some type, depending on 
the age group that we are 
trying to target. Breslau 
is a great example. There 
are a ton of kids living 
there, so we will defi-
nitely be doing children’s 
programs there as well,” 
she explained. 

In other areas of the re-
gion, Bernstein says there 
could be programs more 
geared to grown-ups who 
love a good novel. 

“We might expand into 
an adult book club or 
something similar, but 
there will definitely be 
some kind of programs 

LED LIGHTS: 
Region and 
Townships 
participate in 
streetlight 
conversion 
program
FROM | 3

geared towards the com-
munity,” she said. 

The pop-up branches 
won’t just be offering spe-
cial programming. The 
sites will also act as a pick-
up point for the region’s 
full library collection. 

“People will be able to 
put books on hold, and 
we can deliver them to 
the pop-ups, and we can 
also deliver from other 
branches,” she said, add-
ing that it isn’t just about 
the hardcovers and the 
paperbacks. “We are also 
going to be offering help 
with e-readers and things 
like our database and 
research.”

There will even be 
librarians on hand to 
recommend the next big 
read.

“We love readers and 
we like to make more 
readers whenever and 
wherever we can,” said 
Bernstein. “The library is 
still so relevant.”

The pop-up branches 
are expected to open 
their doors in spring 2017.

EDSS STUDENTS TAKE THE SOUND OF MUSIC TO CHARTWELL RETIREMENT HOME

Students from Elmira District Secondary School’s Hillside group brightened spirits at Elmira’s Chartwell Retirement Residence on Dec. 14 by leading a carol sing in the foyer for residents.  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

LIBRARY: Rollout expected 
starting in the spring of 2017
FROM | 3

ST. TERESA STUDENTS PITCH PARK PLANS TO COUNCIL

Having presented some environmentally friendly ideas in mock Parliamentary vote at St. Teresa school in Elmira, some Grade 5 students acting as 
the Green Party pitched their ideas to Woolwich councillors meeting Dec. 19.  [STEVE KANNON / THE OBSERVER]

Thanks for your support in 2016.Thanks for your support in 2016.
We couldn’t have done it without you. Here’s to a great 2017!
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1080 Northfield Dr. E., RR2 West Montrose
519-206-0336 | koebelhcm.com

• Residential and Commercial
• Furnaces, Fireplaces, Water Heaters
   Indoor Air Quality and More

Evening & Weekend Appointments | 24hr Emergency Service

BOOK YOUR HEATING MAINTENANCE TODAY!

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

519-669-1079
Joseph Gingrich

1296 Balsam Grove, RR#2
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

DELIVERY OR PICKUPDELIVERY OR PICKUP

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Baaren close the road 
allowance and arrange to 
sell the land, a 10-metre 
strip behind the homes 
that totals 0.3 acres that 
is already maintained 
and used by the home-
owners.

The portion of the street 
up for discussion runs 
north from Orville Court. 
Property owners at 1198, 
1192 and 1204 Geddes 
St. currently use the un-
maintained portion of the 
street to access the rear of 
their properties. Van der 
Baaren says there is a lia-
bility issue there, and rec-
ommended council move 
forward with the sale and 
severance. 

“What was happening 
was that the property 
at 1198 Geddes St. had a 
little bit of an l-shaped 
piece on the back that 
they are severing off and 
adding to the property 

at 1192 Geddes St. They 
wanted to maintain their 
access to the rear of the 
property, so they were 
accessing the property 
through the unopened 
Martha Street road allow-
ance. The intent was that 
we no longer wanted to 
have any responsibility 
for that road allowance. 
We were never going to 
open it as a street. There 
are some liability con-
cerns with people going 
back and forth over that 
street, so we thought that 
would be a good opportu-
nity to deal with transfer-
ring ownership of that 
section of Martha Street 
to some of the abutting 
land owners,” he told 
council.

The right-of-way will 
be maintained for prop-
erty owners, and the 
rest of the road will be 
added to the back end of 
the three Geddes Street 
properties. 

to the wagon and I was 
like, ‘huh? What about the 
wagon?’” she shared. “We 
used that wagon for every-
thing.”

There was only a small 
window of time when 
someone could have taken 
it. 

“It was there that morn-
ing when I went to work, 
my son left to go to school 
on the city bus, it was still 
there. Between me going 
out for an hour and a half, 
it went missing. All I saw 
when I came back, was 
footprints. It looked like 
they picked up the wagon 
and dragged it away. There 
were wheel tracks in the 
snow,” said James.

Now, they have a brand 
new wagon, a newer ver-
sion of the one they lost. 
Both Jennifer and James 

WAGON: Paying it forward is 
the natural thing to do, says 
Home Hardware store owner
FROM | 3 are still on the lookout for 

their old one, however.
“If anyone sees it, they 

can bring it back and we 
will have two, and we can 
give it to someone else 
who needs it,” said Jenni-
fer, continuing the theme 
of giving to others in need.

McBay also wants to see 
others in the community 
look around and find out 
where they can give back 
to those that don’t have as 
much.

“I would ask them to put 
themselves in the position 
of a family like the How-
ells, the family members 
of the Howells, and just 
see what you can do to 
make other people’s lives 
easier,” she said. “Just pay 
it forward a bit. We are so 
rich and lucky in our com-
munity, there is no reason 
for anyone to go without 
the basics.”

SURPLUS: Hawkesville 
property owners to obtain 
small stretch of land
FROM | 3

BEFORE THE BREAK, SOME CHRISTMAS FUN AS ST. JACOBS PS

St. Jacobs Public School students got into the spirit of the season on Dec. 16 with their holiday concert, after it was rescheduled due to the Dec. 15 storm. All of the classes performed dressed 
in their holiday best, plus the audience was treated to performances from the Rock Band, the St. Jacobs Sparkles Carolers and the Primary Choir.  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Grandpa: Emergency blood 
transfusion. Sunday 11:00am

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

Give Blood ...  
 to save lives.

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.blood.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, Jan. 6th, 2017 
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm

at Linwood Community Centre 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

www.erbelectric.ca • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

25+ Years of Service in the Area

MORE IMPROVEMENTS 
ARE COMING to the God-
erich to Guelph Rail Trail 
thanks to a successful 
crowd-funding campaign 
this year which saw the 
trail’s charitable organiza-
tion, the G2G Rail Trail 

Strong fundraising drive to bring more 
improvements to the Goderich to Guelph Rail Trail

WHITNEY NEILSON Inc., raise $185,000. 
Executive director Doug 

Cerson says all of the 
money will go straight to 
the trail.

“We’re talking now about 
what we refer to as the G2G 
Experience. I’ve always 
stressed that the organiza-
tion was developed to bring 

continuity to the 401 corri-
dor and Lake Huron, which 
is the land between and 
then of course the natural 
rail trail link that has been 
converted into the differ-
ent sections, the Kissing 
Bridge Trailway, of course 
going through Elmira,” 
Cerson said.

It’s been almost four 
years since they formed 
the G2G Rail Trail Inc. in 
order to facilitate commu-
nication between all of the 
communities and the trail 
steward groups. In that 
time they’ve raised just shy 
of $400,000, which in-
cludes a $135,000 Ontario 
Trillium Foundation grant.

They used direct PayPal 
through their website, and 
two other platforms – Tilt 
and Generosity – to fund-
raise. 

The 127 kilometre-long 
trail is now fully leased, so 
the big push is to satisfy 
the public’s demand to 
be able to bike the entire 

length of it. He says it’s all 
about connecting commu-
nities.

Many people would like 
to see a leveled, stone dust 
trail, such as stretches 
in Elmira and Goderich, 
across the whole trail. A lot 
of this year’s money will be 
focused in Perth County to 
groom sections of the trail 
that have been unused for 
20 years.

“What we’re doing is 
we’re doing the ground 
prep, we’re cutting back all 
of the trees, cutting back 
the canopies and then 
pushing back the sides so 
we have that proper clear-
ance on each side. And 

then we are running ma-
chines down the middle to 
be able to groom the origi-
nal bedding and then we’ll 
invite our steward groups 
and our trail stakeholders 
to help to raise funds or to 
find sources of stone dust 
to lay down to give it the 
pretty factor,” Cerson said.

Cerson says the non-
profit still believes in its 
grassroots approach of 
helping people on the 
ground in their communi-
ties. They’re not respon-
sible for all of the projects 
like installing benches or 
parking lots.

“We are pushing really 
hard to help every com-
munity because some of 
these communities have 
had no steward groups. 
You might have stakehold-
ers in the community, 
but if you didn’t have an 
official organization, you 
don’t have that leadership 
saying let’s go out and take 
this 10 kilometres and do 
something with it,” Cerson 
said.

They also are working to 
raise $3.5 million to replace 
three large bridges along 
the trail, two of which are 
in Waterloo Region.

He expects they’re about 
three years away from re-
placing the bridges. They 
have started the engineer-
ing studies for the Grand 
River bridge and the Con-
estoga bridge.

The G2G Rail Trail Inc.’s 
big events for 2017 are 
Spring on the Trail on May 
13, the Canada 150th En-
d2End Challenge on July 1 
and the 100th International 
Plowing Match from Sept. 
19-23 in Walton, which is 
being held just 500 metres 
from the trail.

THE SOUNDS OF THE SEASON RESONATE AT CONESTOGO PS

Kindergarten students jingled their way through an original Christmas song and poem, while Kaden Haelzle toots the trumpet between class presentations. In a non-traditional kind of tune, students strummed their ukuleles and sang Jingle Bells for the crowd. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from January 3rd – January 7th

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$6.79 REG. PRICE
$7.19 /lb.

Blade Roast

Sweet Pickled 
Cottage Rolls

Fresh Boneless 

It is a New Year!  
Why not start it off with a 
delicious “Local” Roast!

Pork Butt 
Chops

Fresh

REG. PRICE
$2.59 /lb.

$2.29

Summer 
Sausage

Store Made Deli Sliced

REG. PRICE
$7.99 /lb.

$6.49

Store Made 

REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb.

$3.49

REG. PRICE
$2.89 /lb.

$2.49

Pork Butt 
Roasts

Fresh Bone-in 
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Next round of testing will 
see EQAO go old-school, 
sticking with paper

AFTER A CYBER ATTACK in 
October derailed its tests, 
the Education Quality 
and Accountability Office 
(EQAO) is reverting back to 
paper.

Interim CEO Richard 
Jones says the cyber attack 
is still under investigation, 
and until the company 
can understand what hap-
pened in the fall, students 
will be taking their Grade 
10 literacy exams on paper. 

“We just don’t want to 
put our students at any 
kind of risk here. That is 
the main thing,” he said. 

In mid-October, EQAO 
gave the province’s 147,000 
Grade 10 students the op-
tion of completing their 
standardized literacy 
exams online rather than 
the traditional paper for-
mat. However, only about 
18,000 students were able 
to fully or partially com-
plete the exam before the 
system shut down. The 
cyber attack was character-
ized as targeted and mali-
cious, and now, EQAO is 
looking for answers. 

“We have yet to receive 
reports from our investiga-
tors who are looking into 
exactly what occurred. 
They are going to be mak-
ing recommendations for 
us in terms of security and 
so forth,” said Jones. “We 
have to be absolutely sure 
that we can go online with-
out students having to refer 
to a paper back-up.”

The plan for now is to 
continue with the stan-
dardized testing company’s 

LIZ BEVAN paper exams for the March 
2017 portion of the literacy 
test. 

The nearly 20,000 stu-
dents who were able to 
enter all or some of the an-
swers on the online version 
in October will be getting 
their results next month. 

“We made the commit-
ment after looking at the 
database and the student 
work that we were able to 
score the students that had 
a suitable amount of work 
completed,” said Jones. 
“We can’t take the chance 
by giving students that on-
line option in March.”

The attack was com-
pletely unexpected and 
unguarded against, says 
Jones. 

“In hindsight, we prob-
ably should have been 
thinking about it, particu-
larly when it is a one-day 
model. That is an area that 
gets targeted,” he said, 
adding that there were also 
security concerns for indi-
vidual schools and school 
boards. “We decided that 
we had to stop everything. 

“First of all, we didn’t 
know what was going on, 
so we couldn’t repair the is-
sue or resolve it right away. 
For all we knew, there 
could have been attacks on 
boards and schools. We had 
that open connection with 
them.”

EQAO expects the re-
sults of the third-party 
investigation to become 
available in the next 
couple of weeks, allowing 
them to resume work on 
an online version of the 
standardized testing.

KIDS HAVE A BLAST OUT ON THE ICE WITH THE APPLEJACKS

The Wellesley Applejacks held their Kids and Jacks event on Jan. 17 at the Wellesley arena, where they spent the morning on the ice doing drills and playing games with young hockey 
players. The event traditionally included Waterloo Regional Police and was called Kids and Cops, but the Jacks have taken it on as their own event now. Above, the Jacks end the day with 
a game of tug of war and captain Cal Jefferies carries one player to the net after capturing him in a game of chase. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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HERE WE ARE ON the brink of a new year, 
typically a time of renewal ... at least in theo-
ry. Do you have any resolutions?

What is it about a new calendar year that makes us 
eager to reinvent ourselves, if only a little bit? The com-
ing of a new year is seen as a fresh start and a time for 
deciding what needs to be changed and where to go next. 
It’s for these reasons that so many people make New 
Year’s resolutions to accomplish things such as to exer-
cise more, quit smoking, pay off debt, save more money, 
complete projects, get organized, further education, lose 
weight, and the like.

Perhaps there’s an endless optimism that we can 
change, that we can be better – which, of course, recog-
nizes that we all have something in our lives that we wish 
to alter. Psychologists tell us this is normal human be-
haviour, adding that the tough part is actually following 
through on the impulse for self improvement. In other 
words, fantasizing about a better you, about an idealized 
version of you – most of us can actually picture ourselves 
that way – will remain just that: a fantasy. Unless, that is, 
we are willing to work hard to make the dream a reality.

As individuals, we’ve been performing this ritual for 
centuries – for some of us, resolving to do the same 
thing, such as exercise more, is indeed a yearly ritual, 
but that’s another story. Can this sense of renewal be 
extended to a wider venue – say, to a community as a 
whole? We go into 2010 with a feeling that the worst of 
the recession is behind us. And, as has been the case for 
most of the past few years, with the chance we’ll face an-
other federal election, a daunting prospect for Stephen 
Harper who went from soaring in the polls to mishan-
dling the Afghan detainee issue, tarnishing Canada’s 
image in Copenhagen and continuing to misread the 
economy.

Perhaps a new government will provide more opti-
mism, which is at the root of the decision every time we 
elect a new government, a chance that something will 
actually change. That politicians seldom make a differ-
ence doesn’t seem to completely eliminate that sense of 
“maybe this time” when we go to the polls.

This is the same hopefulness that gets us to buy lottery 
tickets: we can dream of what we’ll do with the riches – a 
one-in-a-million chance – until the results come in and 
dash those hopes … but there’s always the next draw.

Unlike the winning lottery numbers, however, we have 
control over our resolutions and whether we stick to 
them. To a lesser extent, especially given the decreasing 
voter turnout, we have some control over our politicians 
– at least enough to throw the bums out. (That they are 
replaced by a new group of bums is another story.)

Many of us make resolutions casually only to just as 
easily break them. We then rationalize our actions. In 
our jaded age, we’re equally blasé about the same lack of 
follow-through from our elected officials – in fact, we’ve 
come to expect them to lie, cheat, break their promises 
and to otherwise act in a self-serving manner. That 
doesn’t mean, however, that we just accept the status 
quo.

In that light, the politicians are the ones who really 
need the resolutions, actually changing the way they 
govern. Leaving behind the deceit and actually doing 
what’s right instead of trying to convince us that down is 
up, the harm they do is advantageous and that changes 
to benefit the few are good public policy. Now that would 
be a Christmas miracle.

Be it resolved: it’s 
the politicians who 
need to do better 

TWELVE PEOPLE WERE 
KILLED in a Christmas 
market in Berlin on Mon-
day last week (Dec. 19), 
mown down by a terrorist 
in a big truck. Elsewhere 
in Germany, if it was an 
average day, another ten 
people were killed in or by 
motor vehicles. They are all 
equally dead; the only dif-
ference is the motivation of 
the man in the truck.

Oh, sorry, there’s another 
difference too. On Tues-
day, if it was an average 
day, another ten people 
were killed on German 
roads, and another ten on 
Wednesday, and another 
ten on Thursday, and so on 
ad infinitum – 3,500 in the 
average year. So is traffic a 
bigger threat than terror-
ism?

Does this comparison of-
fend you? Why? Would you 
be offended if I said that  
driving is more dangerous 
than flying, because 3,500 
Germans die on the roads 
each year and only 50 a 
year die in plane crashes? 
Of course not. Yet if I say 

Attacks part of Islamist plan to provoke an overreaction
that traffic accidents are a 
much bigger threat to hu-
man life than terrorism, it 
sounds almost transgres-
sive. 

Three other people have 
been killed in terrorist at-
tacks in Germany this year, 
so the total this year will 
be probably end up at 15. 
That’s the highest number 
since 1972, but there are 80 
million people in Germany, 
so the average German’s 
risk of being killed in a ter-
rorist attack is considerably 
less than the risk of drown-
ing in the bathtub.

The sensible response 
to such pinprick attacks 
is prevention: good in-
telligence-gathering and 
smarter security measures, 
not mass arrests and for-
eign wars. That will reduce 
the number of attacks and 
hopefully keep them small 
(no more 9/11s). It’s not 
possible to eliminate ter-
rorism entirely, any more 
than a “war on crime” can 
end all crime. It can, how-
ever, be kept down to nui-
sance level.

Terrorism is a very small 
threat that is designed to 
look very big. It achieves 
that goal by attracting mas-
sive media coverage that 
inflates it into an appar-

ently huge threat.
The media provide that 

coverage because they 
know that people are fas-
cinated by violent death: 
a single murder is more 
newsworthy than 10,000 
peaceful deaths. I’m con-
tributing to that massive 
media coverage right now. 
It’s not the content that 
matters, it’s the volume of 
coverage. (“If everybody 
is writing about it, then it 
must be very important.”)

Terrorists want that 
wall-to-wall media cover-
age because it may provoke 
a huge overreaction that 
ultimately serves their own 
purposes. In the case of the 
current wave of Islamist 
terrorism, they hope it 
will build support in the 
Muslim world for their 
revolutionary project and 
ultimately bring them to 
power.

In the early phase, they 
wanted to provoke West-
ern invasions of Muslim 
countries that would drive 
more Muslims into their 
arms (as in the case of the 
9/11 attacks). Now they are 
trying to panic Western 
governments into abusing 
and oppressing their own 
Muslim citizens. The basic 
strategy remains the same, 

and it has proved very suc-
cessful.

Without the Western 
over-reaction to the 9/11 
attacks (especially invad-
ing Iraq), there would be 
no Islamic State today. And 
they aren’t doing too badly 
with the present attacks 
either.

German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel knows that, 
and her response to the 
Berlin attack was deliber-
ately low-key: “I know that 
it would be particularly dif-
ficult for us all to bear if it 
turned out that the person 
who committed this act 
was someone who sought 
protection and asylum in 
Germany.”

But Horst Seehofer, the 
leader of the Christian 
Social Union, the perma-
nent political partner of 
Merkel’s own Christian 
Democratic Union, urged 
the chancellor “to rethink 
our immigration and secu-
rity policy and to change 
it.” He was implicitly say-
ing that she was wrong 
last year to give shelter to 
almost a million refugees, a 
majority of them Muslims.

Frauke Petry, the co-
leader of Germany’s far-

DYER | 9

Maybe this time, the optimism about a New Year might bear some fruit, despite the outlook.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

What is your New Year’s resolution for 2017?

“I plan to lose weight and be nicer to my 
girlfriend.”

 » Tom Schanzenbacher

“To get more sleep and eat less red meat.”

 » Dave Yoworski

I want to improve my board game skills, 
especially crokinole.”

 » Patrick Hulst

“I want to fill in my beard more.”

 » Steve McAvoy

“I don’t believe in resolutions.”

 » Will Hamilton

“Terrorists want that wall-to-wall media coverage because it may provoke a huge overreaction that ultimately serves their own purposes.” Gwynne Dyer | 8

DYER: Trump could 
be a “useful idiot”

FROM | 8

right ‘Alternative for Germany’ party (AfD), 
said it more plainly: “The milieu in which 
such acts can flourish has been negligently 
and systematically imported over the past 
year and a half.” Angela Merkel is now un-
der great political pressure to “crack down” 
on Germany’s Muslims, including millions 
who have been born there.

As for Donald Trump, he was tweeting 
within hours: “Today there were terror at-
tacks in Turkey, Switzerland and Germany 
– and it is only getting worse. The civilized 
world must change thinking!” (He says he 
has a “big brain,” but even so he should 
attend the intelligence briefings. The 
Swiss attack actually involved a Ghanaian-
born Swiss citizen shooting Muslims in a 
mosque.)

The U.S. president-elect later expanded 
on his thoughts: “ISIS and other Islamist 
terrorists continually slaughter Christians 
in their communities and places of wor-
ship as part of their global jihad. These 
terrorists and their regional and worldwide 
networks must be eradicated from the face 
of the Earth, a mission we will carry out 
with all freedom-loving partners.”

So how will he do that? Invade some 
more Muslim countries? Round up Muslim 
Americans and put them in camps, like 
they did to Japanese-Americans in World 
War II? If he did anything like that, he 
would only be serving the purposes of the 
Islamist terrorists. He would be, in Lenin’s 
famous phrase, a “useful idiot.”

NATIONAL VIEW
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ENJOY YOUR TIME WITH FAMILY.
WE WILL BE DOING THE SAME.

THE OBSERVER OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 
FRIDAY DECEMBER 23, 2016 AT 12 NOON AND

WILL RESUME BUSINESS MONDAY JANUARY 2, 2017

THE OBSERVER WILL BE PUBLISHED DECEMBER 29

RIVERSIDE STUDENTS ENJOY THE RUN-UP TO CHRISTMAS

Elmira’s Riverside Public School put their annual Christmas concert on for parents and friends 
on Dec. 20. Top left, Mrs. Heldmann and Mrs. Sacrey’s Kindergarten classes sing a Christmas 
song, while Mrs. Guth and Mrs. Seiling’s Grade 2 class wishes everyone around the world a 
Merry Christmas and happy holiday season. Kaityn Brubacher and Kayla Rintoul from Mrs. 
McCluskey’s Grade 6 class sit on Santa’s knee ahead of his trip down the chimney this year. 
[LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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A NEWLY DEVELOPED 
TECHNOLOGY could result 
in longer storage life for 
apples and better quality 
fruit when they come out 
of cold storage.

Apples have long been 
stored in low oxygen en-
vironments – called con-
trolled atmosphere storage 
– to keep them fresher lon-
ger and allow Ontario apple 
growers to market fresh 
fruit all winter long and not 
just during the fall harvest 
season. 

But it’s never been pos-
sible to determine how low 
the oxygen levels for a spe-
cific variety can go before 
the fruit’s quality begins to 
suffer – until now. 

SafePod measures 
apples’ response to atmo-
spheric stress by monitor-
ing their respiration rate 
while they are in storage, 
allowing storage operators 
to use the lowest safe oxy-
gen concentration possible.

“Fruit respires using 
oxygen, just the way people 
do, and as you lower the 
oxygen level in their stor-
age environment, they 

New device helps apple producers maximize the freshness of their harvest after the fruit has been placed into storage

become stressed,” explains 
Dr. Jennifer DeEll, Fresh 
Market Quality Specialist 
– Horticultural Crops with 
the Ontario Ministry of Ag-

riculture, Food and Rural 
Affairs (OMAFRA). 

“At their breaking point 
when they can’t tolerate 
the low oxygen level any 

more, they switch to an-
aerobic respiration, which 
is fermentation,” she says. 
“You want to be able to get 
that oxygen level as low as 

possible while still main-
taining safe levels because 
the lower the oxygen, the 
firmer the fruit and the bet-
ter the quality.”

An in-storage oxygen 
concentration of two to 
three per cent has been 
standard in the Ontario 
apple industry for many 
years, the lowest level that 
is considered safe for all 
apple varieties.

SafePod is a small unit 
that can be filled with 
four bushels of apples and 
placed into a large com-
mercial storage amongst 
the other bins of apples. It 
lets storage operators mea-
sure the actual respiration 
of the fruit inside the unit 
by giving a reading of both 
oxygen and carbon diox-
ide levels, which together 
result in a respiration 
quotient that can indicate 
when the apples are be-
coming stressed. 

DeEll has been test-
ing SafePod with Empire 
apples in collaboration 
with the Ontario Apple 
Growers, the Norfolk Fruit 
Growers’ Association and 

The SafePod device meaures apples’ response to atmospheric stress while in storage, part of a process to keep the fruit fresher for longer 
periods of time. 

Keeping the crunch in Ontario apples

CALL US for all your FARM REPAIR NEEDS!

SPLINE CUTTING | LARGE TURNING | KEYING (INTERNAL & EXTERNAL)

RYAN WEBER | 519.669.2198
63 Union St., Elmira | www.rytechmachine.ca

CALL US for all your FARM REPAIR NEEDS!for all your FARM REPAIR NEEDS!for all your

MACHINE 
& REPAIR 

SPLINE CUTTING | LARGE TURNING | KEYING (INTERNAL & EXTERNAL)

& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 
INC.

CNC Turning | Same Day Service

SPECIALIZING IN:
• FERTILIZER (Agricultural & Commercial)
• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845
Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440

www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

SafePod’s manufacturer, 
Storage Control Systems of 
Michigan. 

“We could get down to 
0.6 per cent oxygen with 
the Empires in our study 
and they were fine,” says 
DeEll. 

Levels can be established 
annually by the storage op-
erator specific to the crop, 
growing season, variety 
and even the orchard the 
apples come from.

“Adding a month or two 
to storage of apples can 
really boost the domestic 
supply of local apples and 
help ensure they are firm 
and crunchy when they 
come out of storage and go 
to market,” says DeEll. 

The three-year re-
search project, which just 
wrapped up, was supported 
in part through Growing 
Forward 2, a federal-pro-
vincial-territorial initiative. 
The Agricultural Adapta-
tion Council assists in the 
delivery of GF2 in Ontario.

By Lilian Schaer for AgInno-
vation Ontario, a project of the 
Agri-Technology Commercial-
ization Centre (ATCC).

A LOCAL COMPANY HAS 
developed an electronic 
logbook system that can 
help the livestock industry 
quickly and easily track 
movement on and off 
farms – information that 
is absolutely critical for 
preventing or minimizing 
costly disease outbreaks. 

Currently, a paper-based 
visitor register is the global 
standard for keeping track 
of who entered or left a 
farm property at what time 

Electronic 
“logbook” could 
nip animal 
disease outbreak 
in the bud

and where they’d been pre-
viously. 

A manual system is slow 
and leaves room for error, 
however, neither of which 
is helpful during a disease 
emergency, especially in 
the early days when spread 
can still be prevented or 
contained.

“It’s not just livestock 
that are affected by cata-
strophic disease outbreaks, 

The system uses an electronic logbook system to help livestock producers track movement 
on and off farms.
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6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

At Woolwich Rentals, 
we provide you with 
QUALITY, RELIABLE 

equipment to start and 
finish your projects.

VISIT US TODAY!

WISHING EVERYONE A

AND A

NEW YEAR

WISHING EVERYONE AWISHING EVERYONE AWISHING EVERYONE AWISHING EVERYONE A

There’s a tool for that.
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100 Union St. Elmira  519-669-0524  www.woolwichrentals.ca

AND A

519-664-3701seeds@cribit.com
Contact us today
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Genes that fit your farm® is a 
registered trademark of SeCan.

AS AN INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT student at 
Wilfrid Laurier University 
in Waterloo, Jeremy Hedg-
es was always interested 
in companies that showed 
leadership in environmen-
tal innovation. 

One year after gradua-
tion, this entrepreneur is 
the owner of Inksmith, a 
Kitchener-based 3D print-
ing company rapidly be-
coming recognized for its 
leading-edge work in incor-
porating bioplastics in its 
technology. 

Inksmith is a full service 
3D printing bureau for 3D 
printing, selling 3D print-
ers and filament as well as 
printing and design servic-
es. 3D printing is a technol-
ogy that prints – or makes 
– three-dimensional solid 
objects from a digital file, 
using plastics (or spools of 
filament) as their medium.

In April 2016, the com-
pany was selected to be one 
of five teams in the Google 
for Entrepreneurs program. 
This gives the Inksmith 
team access to mentorship 
from Google engineering, 
marketing and PR experts 
– all great resources for a 
new business. 

The potential is great 
and its early success is tes-

Ontario company using bioplastics in 3D printing
tament to that.

“It’s been a pretty crazy 
start up for us,” says Hedg-
es.

In InkSmith’s first month 
of business, they sold out 
of printers and nearly 
cleared their inventory of 
materials. Hedges is now 
working to hire more staff 
to keep up with the de-
mand. 

His goal is to push the 
business towards being 100 
per cent agricultural based 
and he’s looking to bioplas-
tics to make that vision a 
reality. 

They’ve been testing 
plant-based resins and are 
now using polylactic acid 
(PLA), a corn or soybean 
based biodegradable plas-
tic, for their prototyping 
contracts.  

“We use PLA as much as 
we can,” he says.

The biofilament is an 
environmentally-friendly 
alternative to using more 
traditional petroleum-
based plastics which have 
been criticized for their 
negative impact on the en-
vironment. 

But, working with the 
biodegradable product is 
not without its challenges. 
Testing of an early type of 
resin resulted in the layers 

failing after they had been 
printed. So, they’ve gone 
back to do more research, 
hoping that they’ll find a 
blend that will work for 
high volume applications. 

Using recycled plastics 
is also something that the 
company has explored, but 
Hedges has found that re-
cycled materials don’t hold 

their characteristics as they 
degrade, making them un-
usable for filament for his 
printers. 

Hedges believes that 
all aspects of his business 
should be environmentally 
friendly. As such, he’s also 
partnered with Trees for 
the Future - a tree-planting 
program in Sub-Saharan 

Africa. Through that ini-
tiative, he’s committed 
to planting five trees for 
each kilogram-sized spool 
of filament that he sells. 
With business of 500 to 750 
spools each month, Ink-
smith could be responsible 
for the planting of almost 
200,000 trees each year.

“Companies can and 

should give back,” Hedges 
said simply when asked 
about his company’s phi-
losophy. 

By Kelly Daynard for Ag-
Innovation Ontario, a proj-
ect of the Agri-Technology 
Commercialization Centre 
(ATCC).

Jeremy Hedges is the owner of Inksmith, a Kitchener-based 3D printing company doing leading-edge work in incorporating bioplastics in its technology.
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WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!
We Stock Farm, Industrial,
Truck, Passenger, and Even ATV
and Lawn & Garden Tires.

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon

www.oktireelmira.com
519-669-3232 

35 Howard Ave.  Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE

Give the Gift
of HOME

Join Our
Match 

Challenge
Today!

$250,000
Challenge
New donations received 
by December 31 will be 
matched dollar-for-dollar. 
Help us raise a total of 
$500,000 by having your 
gift doubled!

Downtown Elmira
Being located in the core enriches residents’ 
lives while adding to the vibrancy of the area:

• Walking distance to retail businesses

• One block from bus stop

• Next to Woolwich Community Services

• Access to thrift shop and foodbank

A Place to Call HOME
This project enables people to stay in our 
community so they can maintain their existing 
relationships while developing new ones. 
It avoids placing our most vulnerable 
community members in situations of isolation.

Staying in Elmira also lessens the burden for 
families, knowing that their loved ones’ 
housing needs are being met locally.

Dan Driedger
Executive Director

ddriedger@mennohomes.com
226-476-2535

202 - 50 Kent Ave.
Kitchener ON, N2G 3R1 CRA # 86304 7015 R0001

www.mennohomes.com

Help us create new barrier-free affordable 
rental housing in Elmira. DONATE TODAY.

CONTAC T US TO DONATE:

Local fundraising 
committee members: 
Brad Martin, Naomi Freiburger, Dan Driedger, 
Vi Radcliffe, Grant Bauman, Linda Palmer, 
Ken Martin, Gloria Martin

Barrier free: 
• Accessible without steps 
• Elevator to all floors 
• Wide doors 
• Several units have step-in showers

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

it’s just as important for 
crop and horticulture 
growers to keep unclean 
vehicles moving from farm 
to farm,” says Tim Nelson, 
CEO of Be Seen Be Safe 
Ltd. “Uncontrolled disease 
populations increase ex-
ponentially and that’s why 
control is so important.” 

Be Seen Be Safe uses 
predetermined geo-fence 
boundaries around a farm 
business to automatically 
record movements on and 
off the property, either 
through a mobile phone 
app or an in-vehicle GPS 
system used by the indi-
vidual accessing or leaving 
the premises. 

Property owners can 
download and review their 
electronic visitor records 
using a personal login; no 
movements outside of the 
pre-determined geo-fence 
around the property are 
recorded. 

The information is col-
lated and analysed to pre-
dict disease spread, and 
can then be used to elec-
tronically contact people 
within the surrounding 
area of a possible outbreak, 
a process that currently is 
done manually. 

It runs in tandem with 
the company’s customiz-
able Farm Health Monitor 
software, which lets farm 
staff record clinical signs 
of disease on-farm before 
there is a formal diagnosis 
as part of regular or special 

herd visits. The software 
also allows for inventory 
management of antibiotics 
on-farm, by letting users 
record both purchase and 
actual use of antimicrobi-
als. 

“This is a proactive deci-
sion support tool for farm-
ers,” explains Nelson. “The 
Farm Health Monitor gives 
you the clinical signs, Be 
Seen Be Safe provides the 
movement, and when you 
overlay the weather on a 
network of properties, you 
can start to show risk that 
you can alert people to.” 

“Everybody is wor-
ried about catastrophic 
diseases, but this is also 
powerful for production-
limiting diseases that can 
be carried from farm to 
farm,” he adds. “If livestock 

and poultry sectors start to 
see cost benefit from this 
because it is reducing the 
rate of production-limiting 
illness, people will get used 
to observing and prevent-
ing instead of diagnosing 
and treating disease.”

First steps have been tak-
en to build a farm sector-
led biosecurity community 
with the hosting of a suc-
cessful information day in 
Guelph recently. 

The system is being tri-
aled in the Ontario poultry 
industry, as well as with 
large poultry integrators in 
the United States, and an 
agreement is in place with 
a Spanish partner to roll it 
out to the swine industry in 
the European Union. 

A pilot is also underway 
with the wine industry 
in Australia to track the 
spread of fomites, which 
can carry disease.

Be Seen Be Safe has re-
ceived support from the 
Bioenterprise Seed Fund-
ing program funded by the 
Federal Economic Develop-
ment Agency for Southern 
Ontario.

By Lilian Schaer for AgIn-
novation Ontario, a project of 
the Agri-Technology Commer-
cialization Centre (ATCC).

APP: Replacing the paper-based system
FROM | 12

Signage at a barn using the Be Seen Be Safe boundary system.

Boxing Week Sale 

Up to 
50% OFF 

TOYS & CLOTHING 

LISTOWEL  8499 Hwy 23 N, 519 291 2151 • ELMIRA  6805 Line 86 W, 519 669 1561 
 MILDMAY  1405 Hwy 9 N, 519 367 2672 
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THE ARTS
SONGWRITING / THEIR OWN PERSPECTIVE

A boost for gender diversity in music
Getting more women involved in the fi eld is the goal of Hillside Inside Girls and Guitars Songwriting Course

WHITNEY NEILSON

WOMEN OF ALL AGES are 
invited to give songwriting 
a try with Hillside Inside’s 
Girls and Guitars Songwrit-
ing Course.

The goal of the course is 
to help female musicians 
write a song from start to 
finish in four two-hour les-
sons, starting in January.

Hillside executive direc-
tor Marie Zimmerman says 
the Guelph-based music 
festival started their Girls 
and Guitars program in 
2011 by putting female 
singer songwriters in work-
shops in local schools to 
teach children about song-
writing.

“We started it because we 
recognized that the music 
industry tends to be male-
dominated, the music 
managers, the bands, the 
critics, the reviewers, the 
crew all tend to be male. 
It’s about a 70/30 split,” 
Zimmerman said.

She says they also heard 
the trend was for girls in 
their teen years and even 
younger to give up music 
lessons and the idea of 
pursuing a creative career. 
The various Girls and Gui-
tars programs are meant to 
encourage girls and women 
to continue their musical 
pursuits.

In 2013 they introduced 
Girls and Guitars to Hill-
side Inside, the winter ver-
sion of the outdoor music 
festival held each summer 
at Guelph Lake.

“We took six venues 
downtown Guelph and we 
ran it kind of as a progres-
sive party. Each female 
singer songwriter would 

perform for half an hour 
and the idea was that they 
would do it in the win-
dows of the shops, so sort 
of playing on the irony 
of them being traditional 
female mannequins but 
these are very powerful 
women who are doing 
something wonderfully 
creative for a crowd,” Zim-
merman explained.

Last year was the inaugu-
ral year for the songwriting 
course.

The course is taught by 
Doris Folkens, who holds a 
professional singer-song-
writer certificate from the 
Berklee College of Music.

She’s also a physiothera-

pist and often treats musi-
cians. She just finished the 
VIA Rail’s Artist-on-Board 
program, entertaining 
guests on the train from 
Ontario to Vancouver.

Participants in the 
course must come with 
some kind of musical back-
ground – the ability to play 
the guitar, piano or another 
instrument – and the de-
sire to learn to write a song.

Zimmerman says feed-
back from the first group 
of participants has been 
largely positive and they 
said they wish they had 
mentors to help guide them 
when they were younger.

“I think that when you’re 

working within a culture 
that tends to be male domi-
nated, the lyrics of songs 
tend to be about male expe-
riences as well. The teacher 
of the songwriting course 
works against that with the 
students saying, ‘no I want 
you to write about your 
experience, not the typical 
choruses that we’re used 
to. Write about what is real 
to you,’” Zimmerman ex-
plained.

For example, last year 
one woman wrote a ballad 
to her two-year-old son 
about all of her dreams 
about him, but her fears for 
him too. She says it moved 
the audience to tears when 

she performed it at Hillside 
Inside.

Zimmerman notes they 
have room for eight women 
and it’s also open to teen-
age girls as well. Some peo-
ple have already bought the 
course as Christmas gifts 
for women in their life.

“Being creative in this 
particular way makes you 
feel alive like nothing else. 
People will say this about 
any creative pursuit, that 
when they’re on their 
own and they’re trying to 
express something that 
they have experienced or 
that they feel, they feel so 
vibrant, so engaged, so ac-
countable too. The course 

There are still spots open for Hillside Inside’s Girls and Guitars Songwriting Course which runs for four nights in January and February and assists women to write a song from beginning to end. Registration is due Jan. 9 and women of 
all ages are welcome.  [SUBMITTED]

makes you very account-
able to produce a song by 
the end of it. So a lot of 
people will appreciate that 
there’s a timeline on it. Cre-
ative engagement is always 
something that’s life-en-
riching and life-giving.”

The Girls and Guitars 
Songwriting Course runs 
Jan. 20, Jan. 27, Feb. 3 and 
Feb. 10. There are still spots 
available and registration 
forms must be submitted 
by Jan. 9. The cost of the 
course is $115 including 
HST. For more information 
or to register, visit www.
hillsidefestival.ca/pages/
girls-guitars-songwriting-
course.
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Get Your NEW YEAR 
Started Right & Give Us 
a Call to Get HEALTHY!
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

AUCTIONEERS:
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of 

Antiques, collectibles, primitives, guns and 
other interesting items, to be held at the 

K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south of Wellesley, for 

a Waterloo family & additions, on

SATURDAY JANUARY 7TH  
@ 10:00 A.M.

ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES:  Waterloo 
County 2 door, 3 drawer flat wall cupboard, 
pie shelf, grained.  Dovetailed pine storage 
box.  Cherry blanket box.  Small table.  
Handled scale (wheel barrow scale). Early 
box with original paint.  International LB 
engine, running.  Large antique brass 
gauges.  Redware from Waterloo, Perth, 
Huron & Grey Counties in various shapes & 
glazes including hanging flower pot (possibly 
Eby), etc.  Brantford & Bennington pottery.  
Welding, Brantford 6 gal. flowered crock.  
Folk art farm with barn and wooden animals.  
Folk art whirligig, U.S. patriotic flowers, 
putty work, cut paperwork, etc.  Textiles 
including quilts, quilt tops, vintage clothing, 
hooked & braided mats.  Textiles from the 
collections of David & June Chambers, Bond 
Head, including, woven, braided & hooked 
mats, rugs, carpets & runners, also quilts, 
blankets, coverlets & shawls mostly found in 
Waterloo County.  Pine clock shelf.  Victorian 
pin cushion on stand. 1940’s Bakelite radios.  
Art. Cast iron items.  Graniteware.  Kitchen 
collectibles.  Advertising tins.  Milk bottles.  
Milk bottle crate.  Soda bottles.  Old sealers.  
Cruisie oil lamp.  Folding lantern.  Miners, 
CNR & Coleman lanterns.  Nielson Jersey 
Milk school world map, good.  County of 
Wellington wall maps.  Star Weekly palm 
push.  Huether bottle, Berlin.  2 Huether 
pottery mugs. Kuntz beer bottle (paper 
label).  “Try Huether’s Olde Tyme Stock Ale” 
green shaker.  2 Black Horse beer bottles.  
Sleeman metal sign.  Unusual Bennington 
type cat.   Goebel cat and deer.  Clocks.  2 
children’s sewing machines.  Wooden 
boxes. 1927 Kitchener telephone directory.  
Prints.  Books.  Lots of china & glass. Guns 
– Lakefield 22 Long 64b.  2 - Janssen & Son 
12 gauge shot guns. Guns to sell at 10:30am.
NOTE – See www.auctionsfind.com/
gerber for photos & complete list.  Terms – 
Cash, debit or cheque with I.D.  10% buyer’s 
premium.

#1
NEWS 
SOURCE

IN THE 
REGION

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED AUCTIONS

AUCTIONS

WED. JAN 18 at 10:00 
AM - Clearing auction sale 
of high end quality furni-
ture; antiques; household 
effects; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for a Waterloo 
Family with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

34 Drayton Industrial Dr., Drayton, ON N0G 1P0

Leading Wood Products Distribution Company Hiring
 Team-Oriented Individual for

AZ DRIVER
Job Description:

• Drive tractor and 53’ curtain-side trailer with forklift 
to deliver quality wood products to woodworking 
businesses in southern Ontario

• Multiple drops per day; home every evening

Qualifications:
• Be able to represent a reputable company in a 

professional manner 
• Be able to work Monday to Friday
• AZ driving experience required
• Forklift driving experience would be an asset
“Our mission is to glorify God while providing quality 
wood products and services to the Ontario market.”
Interested individuals may contact Don:

   Email:  dond@craftsmenhardwoods.com 
   Phone: 519-638-3380
   Fax:  519-638-3105
   Drop in: 34 Drayton Industrial Dr. Drayton, ON

KIWANIS TRANSIT is the Specialized 
Transit Service for Woolwich, Wellesley 

and Wilmot Townships.
We have a part-time evening position in 
Elmira that requires a G license. Position 
involves interior and exterior cleaning of 
transit buses with an average of 10+ hours 
per week (depending on the season). 
Competitive wage.
Please send resume ONLY to email or address 

noted below by Tuesday, January 10, 2017.  
jobs@k-transit.com

Kiwanis Transit, 13 Industrial Dr. Unit #C 
Elmira ON    N3B 2L9

BUS WASH/
CLEANING PERSON

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, 
collectibles and miscella-
neous items, to be held at 
the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles South 
of Wellesley, on Saturday, 
January 21st @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451. 

AUCTIONS

SAT. JAN 21 at 10:00 AM - 
Auction sale of approx 300 
toys including farm toys; 
machinery; banks; Schnei-
der collectables; and other 
collectables to be held at 
the St. Jacob’s Commu-
nity Centre in St. Jacob’s for 
Michael Detzler of Waterloo 
and Glen Sippel of Milver-
ton with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. JAN 25 at 10:00 AM 
Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; antiques; collect-
ables; household effects; 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at the St. Jacob’s 
Community Centre in St. 
Jacob’s for a Kitchener 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM 
SERVICES

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice salt 
comes in 20 & 40kg’s, Ice 
melt comes in 20kg bags. 
Call George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD YOUR 
source of quality slabwood 
and seasoned bodywood. 
All prices include delivery. 
No Sunday calls please. 519-
656-2057.

RENTALS

ELMIRA - 1 Bedroom, ground 
floor, separate entrance. 
First class unit in great loca-
tion. $760/mth + utilities. 
Idea for senior or working 
professional. Non smoker, 
no pets. Available Feb. 1, 
2017. Call 519-669-2212.

of Furniture, Appliances, Antiques, 
Shop tools, chain saws and  

farm support items
Sale to be held at #7213 Line 86 Wallenstein 

approx. 6 km west of Elmira

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 10:00 A.M. 
Cars Red 4 door 2008 Toyota Yaris 5 spd standard P/W, 
P/L, AC, 207,000km, E Tested, comes w 4 winter tires. Silver 
2007 Pontiac G 5 220,000 km, automatic transimission.
Shop Equip and Tools Gas powered Hot pressure washer 
(like new), Electric cement mixer (like new), 5000 watt 
generator, Toledo platform scale, Miller stik welder, Lin-
coln stik welder, heavy duty drill press, portable air com-
pressor, shop vac, �oor jack, double door steel storage 
cabinets, Heavy Duty bench vices, �oor model tool box-
es, wagon loads of tools and farm support items.
Misc Hockey Sticks, ice skates, 4 wheel power scoot-
er, power treadmill, wheelchair, walker, truck back racks, 
mesh tail gate, 5th wheel hitch, lots of new vehicle ac-
cessories, approx. 20 full sets of tires for cars and trucks 
- you name it we have it.
Antiques Singer sewing machines in cabinets, good vari-
ety of swing mirror dressers, parlour tables, wash stands, 
mantle clocks 3/4 beds complete, fainting couch, exten-
sion table pressback chairs and more. 
Appliances Small chest freezer, mini fridge, microwaves, 
glass top stove, coil top stove, electric heaters, humidi-
�er, and more. 
Furniture 5 pc queen size bookcase bedroom set, 3 pc 
double size waterfall bedroom set, 3 pc double size book-
case bedroom set, sewing cabinet w elevator, blanket box-
es, oak raised panel kitchen cupboards, solid oak corner 
cabinet, book shelves, corner shelves, wood rockers, kids 
rockers, single over double bunk bed, large blackboard, 
drop leaf table, of�ce chairs, reclining chairs, kitchen table 
w/10 chairs, chrome drop leaf table, modern solid maple 
black dining room suite very nice new cost over $4000. 
The building is packed. You name it we have it.

DOUBLE RING 
MULTIPLE ESTATE 
& CONSIGNMENT 
AUCTION 

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Of�ce: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website:  
www.bowmanauctions.ca 

AUCTIONSHORSES

WATERLOO COUNTY HORSE 
Sale to be held at OLEX 
Friday, December 30, NOTE 
DATE CHANGE. Horses sell 
at 10 a.m. To consign or for 
more info call 519-595-3307.

HELP WANTED

GUENTHERTECH IS LOOKING 
to hire a computer techni-
cian. Some experience is 
required in troubleshoot-
ing Windows comput-
ers, virus removal and 
diagnosing hardware. We 
are located in Linwood. 
Please e-mail resume to 
ben@guenthertech.ca

FOR SALE

LAMINATE - LOTS of in-
stock specials from .99 sf. 
Wellelsey Home Centre 
- Flooring Division, 2196 
Gerber Rd., Box 10, Welles-
ley, Ont. N0G 1A0. Phone 
519-656-3533.

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. 519-635-
8737.

NEW ITEMS ADDED WEEKLY! 
Visit our 2nd floor clearance 
centre for mega deals. Back 
by popular demand- Dis-
count Thursday 25% off 
lowest ticketed price . Elmira 
Home Hardware. OPEN Mon - 
Fri 8 a.m. 8 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m. 
- 6 p.m. & Sun. noon - 5 p.m.

AUCTIONS

WED. JAN 4 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
primitives; Waterloo County 
furniture; antiques; collect-
ables; household effects; 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at the St. Jacob’s 
Community centre in St. 
Jacob’s for Tom and Therese 
Sehl of Winterbourne and 
Glen Sippel of Milveton 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, 
collectibles, primitives, guns 
and other interesting items, 
to be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, for 
a Waterloo family & addi-
tions, on Saturday January 
7th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

AUCTIONS

DOUBLE RING MULTIPLE 
Estate and Consignment 
Auction of Furniture, Appli-
ances, Antiques, shop 
tools, chain saws and farm 
support items. Sale to held 
at #7213 Line 86 Wallenstein, 
approx. 6 km west of Elmira. 
Saturday, January 7 10:00 
a.m. Gerald Bowman Auc-
tions, 519-638-5708.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Restored 
Farmall “A”, many toy farm 
tractors & machinery, 1/64 
scale tractor trailers, farm 
related signs, coin banks, 
tools, plus other interesting 
memorabilia, to be held at the 
K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger 
Rd. 2 miles south of Wellesley, 
for Raymond and Norma 
Ruby, Tavistock, and addi-
tions, on Saturday, January 
14th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

Together Making A Difference

Youth Worker
(Permanent Part Time)

Promote, design, and implement activities of the 
Youth Centre in Elmira. Post-secondary degree with 
emphasis on youth and youth issues. Must be 
enthusiastic with the inherent ability to relate to 
youth. Excellent for someone seeking a career 
involving supporting Youth.
Tues-Fri 28 hrs per week with Benefits.
Apply to:
Woolwich Community Services
5 Memorial Avenue
Elmira, Ont
N3B 2P8
Fax:  519-669-4210
Email: kelly_wcs@yahoo.ca
Only interviewees will be contacted.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

NEW – TOLL FREE NUMBER!
You can now reach the Township 
of Woolwich TOLL FREE at 
1-877-969-0094

Downtown Elmira Business 
Improvement Area (BIA)
Annual General Meeting

Wednesday, January 11th, 2017 
Networking – 6:30PM 

Meeting – 7:00PM 
Township Council Chambers, 24 

Church Street West, Elmira
Notice to all Downtown Elmira Business 
Improvement Area Members of the 2016 Annual 
General Meeting. The meeting will consist of the 
following:

• Downtown Elmira BIA Business Networking 
6:30-7PM

• Introduction of the Board of Management

• 2016 Year in Review
o Completed Projects
o Treasurer’s Report

• Discussion & Approval of 2017 Budget

• Board Member Appointments (vacant 
positions available)

• Questions and Comments

For more information or to register, please contact 
the Downtown Elmira BIA. The full agenda package 
will be available on the Township’s website,  
www.woolwich.ca on Thursday, January 5th.

Downtown Elmira BIA 
24 Church Street West, Elmira ON N3B 2Z6 
elmirabia@gmail.com 
519-669-1647 ext.6113

Registration required by Friday, January 6th

Winter Overnight  
Parking Ban in Effect 

Dec. 1-Mar. 31 Township Roads  
4:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 

For more information, please contact the Township 
of Woolwich at 519-669-6009.
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998Since 1998

For digging through frozen ground! 
• Trenching
• Excavating
• Back fill compaction plate
• Laneway sanding available

INTRODUCING OUR PIC BUCKET

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE BREAKING
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME MARKET EVALUATION.

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4
519-669-3192

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”
www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

WOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

Merry
Christmas!

�om our family
to yours

Paradigm (Elmira) 
Homes - CALL TODAY 
TO RESERVE YOUR 
UNIT on future 
executive town home 
developments Coming 
soon, Block of 5 and 
Block of 4, bungalow & 
bungalow-loft plans. 
EXCLUSIVE.

SOUTHWOOD ESTATES EXECUTIVE TOWN HOMES

5.24 COUNTRY 
PROPERTY 
$849,900 FLORADALE 
Remarkable renovated 
home offers an entertain-
ers kitchen with oversized 
island / breakfast bar, 
main floor master suite, 
separate dining & living 
room, detached triple car 
garage / workshop. MLS.

CENTURY HOME ON 
80’ WIDE LOT 
$359,000 ELMIRA Well 
maintained 2 storey with 
walk-up attic, bright & spacious 
renovated living & dining room, 
mudroom off the kitchen to 
backyard & detached garage. 
MLS.

BUNGALOW 
ON 3/4 ACRE 
$559,000 CARTHAGE Amazing 
detached 30’x50’ insulated shop 
with overhead door, hydro & r.i. 
infloor heat. 5 year bungalow, 
open concept, 3+2 bedrooms, 
walkout basement plus walk-up 
to garage. MLS

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

Mount Forest - 
This 35 acre 
property features a 
mix of bush & wet 
areas. Great building 
site for future hobby 
farm, dream home, 
or perfect retreat 
location. MLS.

$198,000$198,000$198,000Elmira - Beautiful 
large maple trees 
line the yard on this 
quiet corner lot. 
Updates-furnace, 
water softener, 
reverse osmosis, 
garage door, 
windows & granite 
counter top. MLS.

$389,000$389,000$389,000Waterloo -  3 Bedrm 
2 Bathrm, deck and 
patio, mature trees, 
extra-large garage (31 
x 18), all new doors 
and windows in the 
last 5 years, newer 
kitchen, finished rec 
room and new metal 
roof in 2015. MLS 
30551613.

$349,000$349,000$349,000

$439,900$439,900$439,900$439,900$439,900

Drayton – Yet to be built bungalow. Pick your finishes & colors 
throughout the house. MLS.

Elmira - Choose your finishes in this 2 bedroom semi-detached 
bungalow. MLS.

$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900 $468,900$468,900$468,900Drayton – Yet 
to be built 
Foxwood-model 
2-storey. 2076 
sqft. Will build 
to suit. MLS.

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

It’s going to be a happy new
year for reading local news.

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

It’s going to be a happy new
year for reading local news.
Make a resolution for 2017 to
be in-the-know. We’ll help you
by providing news in print and
online. Follow & Like Us!
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LIVING HERE
VOLUNTEERISM / IN SUPPORT OF THE ANIMALS

THE NEW YEAR IS upon 
us and 2016 will soon be a 
distant memory. Nostalgia 
for the past and the won-
derment of what 2017 will 
bring gives us a fresh start 
and a chance once again 
to better our lives as well 
as health, although some-
times we fail to realize we 
have the power to change 
all the time.  

For me, 2016 was a whole 
lot of healing and learning 
what was important and 
what wasn’t. Did we need 
that extra drama in our 
lives or could I say, “No, I 
am not able to do that right 
now…”? This is a challenge 
for a gal who loves to help 
out. Learning about people 
when you are in crisis is 
a big lesson – there are so 
many people that are will-
ing to help and be there 
for you. Learning to ask 
for help is a tough one for 
many people, but we are 
not in this world alone. 

In years past I have en-
couraged kindness to oth-
ers – helping people when 
the need is present. This 
year I ask for you to treat 
yourself with more love. 
Nourish your body, take 
time for some peace and 
listen to what your body is 
telling you. The psychology 
of mind, food and body are 
all related. For me giving 

New year 
an ideal 
time for a 
new you

CHEF’S TABLE | 23

WHITNEY NEILSON

GEM | 23

CATS AND DOGS IN Water-
loo Region are better off 
because of Conestogo Pub-
lic School and the Kitch-
ener-Waterloo Humane 
Society wants to make sure 
they know it.

On Dec. 16 the Humane 
Society presented the 
school with the KWHS Go-
ing the Extra Mile (GEM) 
Award.

Since 2010, staff and 
students at Conestogo PS 
have raised more than 
$4,100 for the Kitchener-
Waterloo Humane Society. 
Every year in November 
and December the school 
collects money and items 
for the animals from the 
KWHS Wish List. This year 
they collected more than 
10 boxes full of toys, treats 
and blankets.

The initiative has been 
led by the school’s head 
secretary, Chris Bauer, 
each year. Principal Brian 
Beney explained her love of 
animals rubbed off on the 
students and they took on 
the fundraiser wholeheart-
edly.

“We are so incredibly 
thankful that we are able 
to receive this award today. 
We consider ourselves a 
very lucky school. We have 
been a part of this program 
for many years and every 
year it gets better and bet-
ter,” said Conestogo stu-
dent Holly Bromberg.

This year they raised just 
shy of $1,000. But their ef-
forts this fall had twice the 

Students and staff  have been raising money for the agency since 2010, supporting its Wish List

impact, as West Montrose 
resident John Fielding of-
fered to match donations to 
the KWHS for Giving Tues-
day up to $5,000. He was 
on hand to give the school 
the award. 

“On behalf of the school 
we would like to say thank 
you. A very special thank 
you to Mr. Fielding for 
making our donation 
doubled,” said Conestogo 
student Ella Vrbanac.

Kitchener resident Keith 
Miller was inspired by 

Fielding to help the Hu-
mane Society as well.

“I was informed by John 
they needed a little help 
and so I said sure. I have 
a cheque for you,” Miller 
said.

He then presented the 
organization with a cheque 
for $26,000.

The KWHS GEM Award 
is presented to an indi-
vidual group or organiza-
tion who has made an 
outstanding contribution 
through participation and 

commitment to their local 
Humane Society and best 
demonstrates a commit-
ment to serving others 
while enriching the lives of 
animals and those that live 
and/or work with animals 
in their community.

KWHS director of devel-
opment Marjorie Brown 
explained Fielding ap-
proached the Humane So-
ciety in the fall looking to 
challenge Waterloo Region 
to raise funds for them. 

“Mr. Fielding very 

kindly came into the as-
sociation, had his picture 
taken, we posted it on 
Facebook and your cham-
pion saw it on Facebook 
and encouraged all of 
you to go out and raise 
as much money as you 
could because every loo-
nie, toonie, box of goodies 
you brought in, Mr. Field-
ing was going to match,” 
Brown said.

KWHS executive director 

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

The Kitchener-Waterloo Humane Society presented Conestogo Public School with the GEM Award for all their efforts for the Humane Society since 2010. West Montrose resident John Fielding 
and Kitchener resident Frank Miller were also on hand to offer their own financial gifts. From left, KWHS executive director Jack Kinch, donors Keith Miller and John Fielding, Conestogo PS 
students Holly Bromber and Ella Vrbanac, head secretary Chris Bauer and principal Brian Beney. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Conestogo PS wins award for its 
support of K-W Humane Society

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net

As we celebrate the birth 
of Jesus Christ, we wish 

all of our customers, 
suppliers and friends a 
very Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! 

– Leroy & Donna Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Fun, Fabulous
Fashion & Gifts!

fb and me
Boutique

40 Arthur St. S Elmira

TUES & WED 10 - 5:30  |  Thurs 10 - 8  |  FRI 10 - 5:30  |  SAT 10 - 4
519-210-1200

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

DECEMBER 25

MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE! TAKE time to enjoy 
all that this special season has to offer. However 
you choose to spend the day, we wish you all the 
best.

DECEMBER 31

HAPPY NEW YEAR! REFLECT on 2016 and party like 
it’s 2017! Be safe on the roads and please, please, 
please DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE.

JANUARY 3

CAREGIVER COFFEE HOUR. THIS program is offered 
to caregivers of a family member with Alzheimer’s 
disease the first Tuesday of the month from 10-11:30 
a.m. Join other caregivers and Julie, Woolwich 
Community Health Centre’s hospice coordinator, 
at Chartwell Elmira, 11 Herbert St., Elmira. For more 
information call Julie at 519-664-3794, ext. 229.

JANUARY 5

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP. JOIN this informal 
group of caregivers who are acquainted with 
the struggles you experience.  We meet at the 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside 
Dr., St. Jacobs, the first Thursday of the month from 
10-11 a.m. For more information, call Julie at 519-
664-3794, ext. 229.

JANUARY 10

DIABETES CONNECTION IS A support group for 
individuals diagnosed with diabetes or pre-diabetes 

and their support people. Have your diabetes 
questions answered by a healthcare professional, 
build confidence in managing your diabetes, get 
food and exercise ideas, increase your knowledge 
of diabetes as well as learn about ways to maintain 
or improve your health. Drop in on the second 
Tuesday of every month, 6-7 p.m. at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St.  
Jacobs.

JANUARY 12

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us 
for a light lunch at the Breslau Community Centre. 
Cost $6. Call 519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900 by 
Jan. 10 to sign up.

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend Connecting to God Through Art - Meghan 
Mechler. Devotional: Roland Mechler. A New Song: 
Bruce Ogram. Starts at 10:30 a.m. at Woodside Bible 
Fellowship. Suggested donation $7 includes a hot 
lunch at noon.

JANUARY 17

AMONG FRIENDS SUPPORT GROUP – This new 
informal support group is offered by Woolwich 
Community Health Centre for women who have 
experienced the death of their partner. Support 
and friendship will be developed over coffee, tea 
and dessert. We will be meeting at Crossroads 
Restaurant, 384 Arthur St., Elmira every third 
Tuesday of the month, 10-11:30 a.m. For more 
information please call Julie at 519-664-3794, ext. 
229.

FEBRUARY 9

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend Comedy Juggling - John Park. Devotional: 
Darcy Dueck. Piano: Christy Hoffman. Starts at 10:30 
a.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested 
donation $7 includes hot meal at noon.

MARCH 9

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend “Is It Alzheimer’s?”: Nancy Martin, RPN and 
Lindsay Wilson, educators. Devotional: Paster Ron 
Seabrooke. Music: Alee Wiens. Starts at 10:30 a.m. at 
Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested donation $7 
includes hot meal at noon.

APRIL 13

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend “Welland Canal Mission.” Chaplain: Art 
Taylor. Music: Les and Sharon Frey. Starts at 10:30 a.m. 
at Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested donation $7 
includes hot meal at noon.

MAY 11

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend a lively musical concert with Bob Heywood 
on accordion. Devotional: Rev Jerry Salloum. Starts at 
10:30 a.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested 
donation $7 includes hot meal at noon.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:15 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

“For the sake of 
the Name”

Sunday, January 1st

 One service only • 11:00 AM

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Compelled By 
The Love of Christ

Sunday, January 1st

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

New Years’ 
Day Service

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH OUT
Spread the word, 
advertise your 
service here 
every week.

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

21 Arthur St. N., Box 25, Elmira
519-669-5560 • www.trinityunitedelmira.ca

 TRINITY UNITED CHURCH
Sunday, January 1st

Worship at 11:00 am, only.
Love, Learn & Live by Christ’s Teachings



22 | LIVING HERE THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2016

ACROSS
1. Cold and wet
4. Popular cheese
11. Extend, in a way
16. Bard’s before
17. Dream-like state
18. Dig, so to speak
19. Main attraction
21. English cattle
22. Writer Munro
23. ___ publica
24. Era
25. Ban from law
29. Vowellike
31. As of late
34. ___ Bear
35. Blue
36. ___ system
37. ___-tzu
38. Conclusion
40. Blackbeard’s flag
43. Telekinesis, e.g.
44. No pro
45. “Hotline Bling” singer
47. Light
51. Backstabber
54. Saint Anthony’s fire

57. Trick
61. Attempt
62. Harvest goddess
63. It’s found in banks
64. Blockhead
65. Most bizarre
67. Edging (towards)
69. Milk cow
70. Moss-like
71. Buck’s partner
72. Smooch
76. Aquatic rodent
77. Neighbourhood store
81. Extort from
82. Homelier
83. Good times
84. Edge
85. Luger, e.g.
86. Funny
DOWN
1. Judges
2. Bailiwick
3. Watered-down
4. French vineyard
5. ___ Royal Highness
6. Party time, maybe
7. Bear the expenses of

8. Hand blower
9. Bothers
10. Sleep stage
11. Extremists
12. Swelling
13. Short book
14. Tide’s havoc
15. Cyst
20. Daily riser
24. Refill
26. Inwards
27. Antares, for one
28. Bank deposit?
29. ___ deferens
30. 100 lbs.
31. Big Indian
32. Black, in poetry
33. Stallion, once
34. Brisk
38. Scrap detente
39. Mah-jongg piece
41. 100 kurus
42. Roll out the red carpet 
for
46. Poly- follower
48. ___ vera
49. They may provide relief

50. “Hey ... over here!”
52. Cockiness
53. Lion-colored
55. Camera diaphragm
56. Combustible pile
57. “Help!”
58. African port
59. Visibly tired
60. One-horse carriage
65. Destructive beetle
66. Dick Van ___
68. Mike holder
69. Bringer of bad luck
71. Blockhead
73. Data
74. Hightail it
75. E-mail, e.g.
76. NBC rival
77. Tax pro
78. GPS reading
79. Bottom line
80. Embitterment

You really can put a price on quality of your life ... and avoiding your death

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. In the category of “I 
didn’t know there was a 
word for that” are the fol-
lowing from Anu Garg’s 
“A.Word.A.Day” web 
site: “ambisinistrous,” 
“boodler,” “defenestra-
tion,” and “kakistocra-
cy.” Let’s hope you don’t 
have reason to use them 
regularly.

A. You’re no doubt famil-
iar with “ambidextrous,” 
from Latin “ambi” for both, 
thus, ease of using both 
hands. But in “ambisinis-
trous,” “sinister” for left 
suggests having two left 
hands, or being clumsy 
with both hands. “Boodler” 

comes from the Dutch 
“boedel” for property, 
so a boodler is someone 
involved in bribery or cor-
ruption.

“Defenestration” dates 
back to 1618 and the De-
fenestration of Prague, 
when “two imperial agents 
and their secretary were 
thrown out of a window 
of the Prague Castle in a 
fight over religion. The 
men landed on a dung 
heap and survived.” Latin 
“de” (out of) and “fenestra” 
(window) give us the mean-
ing, throwing someone or 
something out of a window.

Finally, for “kakistoc-
racy,” recall that the root 
“cracy” as in “democracy” 
means rule. The Greek 
provides “kakistos” (the 
worst), so we get “govern-
ment by the least qualified 

or worst persons.” As Dan 
Warner wrote in January 
2016 in the Fort Myers 
“News Press,” “We must 
weigh our votes carefully. 
Else we are in danger of 
turning America’s time-
tested democracy into a 
kakistocracy.”
Q. Could we power the 
world with lightning?

A. No, since “it’s too 
short and unpredictable to 
deliver any meaningful en-
ergy to the grid,” says Meg 
Robbins in “Mental Floss” 
magazine. 

As MIT’s James Kirtley 
puts it, “The amount of 
energy from a lightning 
bolt would be worth only 
about a nickel.” Still, at-
tempts have been made to 
harness lightning, includ-
ing a joint venture in the 

1960s between the U.S. and 
France using rockets and 
a lightning farm built in 
2007 near Houston by Al-
ternative Energy Holdings 
(it flopped). 

One highlight: “In 2013, 
scientists at the University 
of Southampton partially 
charged a Nokia cell phone 
with lightning. Baby steps.”
Q. How much might 
society pay to prevent 
your death? Known as 
the “Value of a Statisti-
cal Life” (VSL), what’s its 
going rate?
A. Consider the risk of 
dying from salmonella 
infection, writes Shannon 
Fischer in “New Scientist” 
magazine. “If people are on 
average willing to pay $7 
to reduce that risk by 1 in a 
million, then the VSL is $7 
million. This would then 

be the fi gure used by the 
FDA to justify the cost of ef-
forts to prevent salmonella 
outbreaks.” 

In the U.S., the average 
VSL is about $9 million but 
can range from $200,000 to 
more than $13 million de-
pending on the type of risk 
(coal mine accidents, flam-
mable couch upholstery, 
and so on). Also, where you 
live makes a difference, as 
average VSL in the UK is 
about $2.3 million, in Aus-
tralia $3.2 million.

Healthcare resource al-
locations are analyzed with 
a different metric called 
Quality-Adjusted Life Year 
(QALY). “If 1 is perfect 
health and 0 is dead, then 
four years in middling 
health equals two QALYs.” 
Extending life by one QALY 
is worth roughly $25,000 

in the UK and $15,000 in 
Canada and New Zealand. 
Perhaps one reason the U.S. 
spends so much on health-
care — nearly a fifth of its 
GDP — is that it does not 
control expenditures based 
on QALY.

There are many other 
monetary prices we put on 
life. “And depending on 
who is doing the pricing 
and why, those numbers 
can vary, a lot,” Fischer 
adds. “Life, it turns out, 
doesn’t have a price. It has 
a hundred.”
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2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, just before Florapine Road | 519-669-31542191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 

CLOSED Dec. 31 at 12 noon
CLOSED Jan. 1 – 9th

CLOSED Mondays for 
the month of January

BACK TO REG. HOURS 
starting Feb. 1

THIS WEEK’S FEATURE
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We Deliver!

PHONE: 519-669-5403

We Deliver!

519-669-5403

315 Arthur St. S.

Holiday
Hours

Holiday
Hours
December 24
Closing at 6 p.m.

Boxing Day December 26, 10-5pm
Re-opening December 27 at 7 a.m.

December 31
Closing at 6 p.m.

Re-opening January 2 at 7 a.m.

GEM: Students’ donations draw matching funds
FROM | 20

Jack Kinch, accompa-
nied by the agency’s 
educator dog, Jake, ex-
plained why it was so 
important to recognize 
the school’s, Fielding’s 
and Miller’s contribu-
tions in this way.

“I’m so happy to 
see the enthusiasm in 
this room and I want 
to thank first of all Mr. 
Beney and Mrs. Bauer 
and the rest of the staff 

here for supporting 
and encouraging your 
efforts. This is where 
it all starts. Keith is a 
little bit older than you 
guys but his idea of 
philanthropy started 
the same age that you 
are. The little bits 
of projects that you 
undertake establish 
in you the ability to 
recognize needs in 
your community as 
you grow older,” Kinch 
said.

Cider Vinaigrette

2 Tbsp. vinegar
3 Tbsp. cider
2 tsp. grainy Dijon
2 tsp. chopped ginger
2 tsp. diced onion
2 sprigs of chopped fresh 
thyme
2 Tbsp. maple syrup
6 Tbsp. olive oil

To make dressing com-
bine in blender, season 
with salt and pepper.

has always been my way 
of feeling good, but taking 
time for yourself makes 
you better for everyone. 

In the spirit of taking 
a little time to replenish, 
on Jan. 14 we’re creating a 
lunch for a seminar put to-
gether by some passionate 
ladies in the community. 
Amy Sonnenberg from De-
signed For You Nutrition, 
Karen Meissner of Green 
Apple Photography and 
Ellen Graf-Martin of Graf-
Martin Communications 
will be speaking to inspire 
sisterhood and wellness 
(www.replenishelmira.wee-
bly.com). 

In the meantime, here’s 
a little something to start 
2017 on the right dietary 
path.

Happy New Year every-
one!

Detox Salad
3 cups spinach
1/2 cup stemmed and 
chopped kale
1/3 cup chopped cabbage
1/4 head radicchio, chopped
2 clementines, peeled and 
segmented
1/2 an apple, sliced 
1/4 cucumber, sliced 
1/4 cup sliced pickled beets
2 Tbsp. toasted sunflower 
seeds
3 Tbsp. dried cranberries 
Handful of sunflower sprouts

Combine all listed ingre-
dients in a bowl and dress 
with a drizzle of cider vin-
aigrette.  Toss and serve.  

CHEF’S TABLE: A healthy start to the year
FROM | 20

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

FREE Community 
Family Skate!

Wednesday, January 4th, 2017
2:30 - 4:30  Woolwich Memorial Centre, Elmira

FREE
HOT CHOCOLATE!

Skate with 
players from 
the Elmira 
Sugar Kings!

Waterloo Region
Suicide Prevention

Council

Community 
BUILDING A CONNECTED, CARING COMMUNITYBUILDING A CONNECTED, CARING COMM NITYNITY

SALE Carried Over to January 14, 2017!

FREE Laminate padLaminate padLaminate pad
With All IN STOCK
Laminate Purchases

PICK UP YOUR
COMPLIMENTARY
WALL CALENDAR

FOR 2017

PICK UP YOUR
COMPLIMENTARY
WALL CALENDAR

FOR 2017

Carpet padCarpet padCarpet padCarpet pad
With All IN STOCK
Carpet Purchases

SELECTED STOCK
HARDWOODS

ALL VANITIES &
KITCHEN ORDERS

from $2.29 / sq. ft. NO HST1⁄2 PRICE

www.heartnhome.ca
KITCHEN DISPLAYS

SEE OUR NEW

BOXING WEEKBOXING WEEKBOXING WEEKBOXING WEEKBOXING WEEKBOXING WEEKBOXING WEEKBOXING WEEKBOXING WEEKBOXING WEEKBOXING WEEKBOXING WEEK

SALE
YEAR-END INVENTORY SPECIALS

Tel: 519-699-5411    www.LetUsFloorYou.ca    1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements, ON

IT’S NOT CHRISTMASTIME WITHOUT TURKEY TIME

Elmira’s Gale Presbyterian Church served up a traditional turkey dinner on Dec. 20 at the church for their monthly Tuesday lunch. Here, Marnee Ewasko 
takes care of the rolls. Behind her, Jane Baird mans the gravy station and Joyce Crane doles out the veggies. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Jack Kinch, Holly Bromberg and Ella Vrbanac show 
some of the items students gathered for the Humane 
Society this fall. [WHITNEY NEILSON/ THE OBSERVER]
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1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER | THURS/FRI 9-9 SAT 9-4 SUN CLOSED MONDAY 8-6

NO TAX!
STOREWIDE!

OB X I N G AD Y AS L E

BERBER
 CARPET

97¢
REG 3.99

/ SQ FT

from

WOW hot deal!

PLUS NO TAX!

18 X 18
PORCELAIN

97¢
REG 2.99

/ SQ FT

from

WOW hot buy!

PLUS NO TAX!

36” SOLID 
STAIR TREADS

$2997
REG 49.99

EACH

also available in 42”

PLUS NO TAX!

13 X 13
TILE

97¢
REG 2.99

/ SQ FT

from

WOW hot buy!

PLUS NO TAX!

LEVEL LOOP 
CARPET

97¢
REG 3.99

/ SQ FT

from

commercial grade

PLUS NO TAX!

BACKSPLASH/
WALL TILE

$197
REG 3.99

/ SQ FT

from

new stunning gray

PLUS NO TAX!

CARPET 
REMNANTS

70%
OFF!70up to70

different styles & sizes

PLUS NO TAX!

FRIEZE
CARPET

97¢
REG 3.99

/ SQ FT

from

WOW hot deal!!

PLUS NO TAX!

12 X 24
PORCELAIN

$197
REG 3.99

/ SQ FT

from

bamboo series

PLUS NO TAX!

MODERN
LEDGESTONE

$297
REG 8.99

/ SQ FT

from

great for accent walls!

PLUS NO TAX!

3”X6”
SUBWAY TILE

$187
REG 3.99

/ SQ FT

from

hot new product!

PLUS NO TAX!

MDF PRIMED
BASEBOARDS

57¢
3-7/8”

/LIN FT
from

other sizes available

PLUS NO TAX!

starting57starting573-7/8573-7/85736”
starting
from

87¢
KRONOSWISS 

LAMINATE

REG 3.99
/ SQ FT

from87from87
wow hot buy!!

AC4 GRADE
LAMINATE

$137
REG 4.99

/ SQ FT

from

5 colours in stock

PLUS NO TAX!

SOLID OAK 
OR MAPLE

$297
REG 5.99

/ SQ FT

from

3/4” thick!

PLUS NO TAX!

7” WIDE 
SOLID OAK

$497
REG 10.99

/ SQ FT

from

2 stains available

PLUS NO TAX!

5MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$197
REG 4.99

/ SQ FT

from

handscraped!

PLUS NO TAX!

STRAND WOVEN 
CLICK BAMBOO

$197
REG 5.99

/ SQ FT

from

WOW hot buy!

PLUS NO TAX!

5” WIDE
SOLID MAPLE

$497
REG 10.99

/ SQ FT

from

handscraped!

PLUS NO TAX!

4MM THICK 
CLICK VINYL

$157
REG 3.99

/ SQ FT

from

100% waterproof

PLUS NO TAX!

PLUS NO TAX!

THURSDAY
DECEMBER 29 9-9

FRIDAY
DECEMBER 30 9-9
SATURDAY
DECEMBER 31 9-4

SUNDAY
JAN 01 CLOSED

MONDAY
JANUARY 02 9-9

HELD
OVER!

IF N A L 4 YAD S


