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Mockingbird Drive location, 
with services resuming 
Monday at Riverside PS
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WE’VE GOT YOUR TIRES!
NEED WINTER TIRES?

WHEN ONE DOOR CLOSES, another 
opens. That’s certainly the case for the 
Elmira Child Care Centre, which will 
close out the week at its current loca-
tion, then open next week at its new 
home.

Set to make the jump from the 
Mockingbird Drive location, the cen-
tre will now occupy the west side of 
the new Riverside Public School build-
ing on William Street in Elmira. 

The current child care centre build-
ing was constructed in 1976, and due 
to the aging structure, regional coun-
cil approved a plan for a new facility.

Sheri Phillips is the interim director 
of children’s services with the Region 
of Waterloo, and she says both the 
staff at the centre and the region are 
eagerly anticipating the opening of 
the new facility. 

“They are very excited. They are 
really looking forward to getting into 
the space,” she said of centre staff. “I 
think that there is always excitement 
when there is a new facility that is be-
ing opened. It is a beautiful facility as 

It’s out of the 
old and into the 
new for the 
Elmira Child 
Care Centre

You know Christmas is coming when 
the Santa Claus Parade rolls into town

LIZ BEVAN

Children and adults alike lined Arthur Street on Saturday morning for the Elmira Santa Claus Parade, which included floats, bands, lots of costumes and a visit from Saint Nick, himself. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]CENTRE | 28
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May not be exactly as shown. 
While quantities last.

1 Union St., Elmira

519-669-3072
THE SHOPS AT ROXTON

www.elmiragif toutlet.comHOURS: 
MON-WED 9:30-5:30  •  THURS-FRI 9:30-7:00

SATURDAY 9:30-5:30  •  SUNDAYS Nov 20th - Dec 18th 12:00-4:00

The Paradise and District Lions Club lit up the Tree of Light in St. Clements on Dec. 3. Children had a chance to talk to Santa and Mrs. Claus, 
eat treats, and listen to some live Christmas music. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Elmira Pentecostal Assembly performed five free showings of their outdoor Christmas pageant, over the weekend, which included live 
animals, music, elaborate costumes and more than 100 actors. This was the church’s first year after taking over the live nativity from 
Bethany Missionary Church and Elmira responded by filling every seat. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

GOING LIVE WITH THE NATIVITY TALE LIGHTING IT UP IN ST. CLEMENTS
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ONE ST. JACOBS TEEN-
AGER has been getting a 
different kind of education 
for the last month.

Fourteen-year-old Wil-
liam Dixon finished up his 
stint as a legislative page at 
the Legislative Assembly 
of Ontario in Toronto this 
week. 

WHITNEY NEILSON “You have to apply for 
it, so there’s an application 
form you fill out. You have 
to write a 750-word essay 
and then you go through 
an anonymous screen-
ing process and then they 
choose different people to 
be pages,” Dixon explained 
on the line from Toronto.

The essay must detail the 
applicant’s achievements 

in the community and why 
you think you’d make a 
good page. In his essay he 
talked about the sports he’s 
involved in, in the commu-
nity and the responsibili-
ties he has as a babysitter.

He’s been able to go 
home on the weekends and 
has been staying with his 
grandparents while par-
ticipating in the page pro-

tion in 2012 when they 
completed research which 
was published in one of the 
leading medical journals, 
The Lancet. The research 
reviewed the outcomes of 
21.4 million surgeries.

The goal was to look at the 
contemporary rates of death 
due to surgery or anesthe-
sia. What they found is the 
rates in developed countries 
have declined precipitately 
over the last 50 years where 
it’s just a few per million. 
But in developing countries, 
they found the trend was 
flat-lining or even increas-
ing in recent years. 

“We’ve made global 
surgery and anesthesia at 
the United Nations level 
and at the World Health 
Organization level as one 

gram. He learned about the 
program from his baseball 
coach.

“His son had done it and 
it sounded interesting and 
it looked like a good expe-
rience being around the 
chamber,” Dixon said.

A typical day at Queen’s 
Park for Dixon starts with 
being dressed in uniform 
at the page quarters by 8:15. 

of the named priorities for 
the next 15 years. We’ve 
put together very distinct 
targets for achievements by 
the year 2030 so that we can 
improve access to basic sur-
gical services first and have 
a very well coordinated evi-
dence based plan in order 
to get there. It’s incredible 
just how much effort and 
how much resource is going 
to be required to do this. 
But when we take a look at 
the return on investment 
it is astounding,” Martin 
explained.

The next steps are going 
to be to create an infrastruc-
ture of people who want to 
be involved in this global 
initiative. She says they’ll 
be making people aware 
where the gaps are in global 

Then they’ll have legisla-
tive process class, usually 
in the morning followed by 
Question Period, which he 
finds exciting. After that 
is lunch, and then in the 
afternoon there are routine 
proceedings and orders of 
the day. He finishes his day 
between 4:30 and 6 p.m.

He says his friends and 
family have supported his 

access to surgery, finding 
out what the death toll is 
and then determining the 
initial steps they can take 
in order to save lives im-
mediately, and then incre-
mentally save more lives as 
they develop infrastructure 
around the world. 

“A lot of that is going to 
be working with interested 
people through Canada, 
through the U.S., through 
Europe and through Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, all the 
way through every country 
of Africa and Southeast 
Asia, South America, any-
where that partners are 
willing to start to work to-
gether to improve not only 
infrastructure in the area 
where it’s lacking, but also 
training, as well as research. 

Our goal is to work with 
those who already live with-
in their countries and want 
to improve surgical access,” 
Martin said.

Over the last 15 years 
Martin has been involved 
in a number of local and 
international efforts in or-
der to get the best available 
evidence from clinical trials 
into practice. She started in 
areas of Ontario and then 
across Canada. Eventually 
she was asked to do some 
international work and 
partner with international 
universities in order to ad-
vance the field.

The World Health As-
sembly, which convenes at 
the WHO, named surgery as 

decision to participate in 
the program.

“Some of my younger 
siblings are interested in 
applying when they get to 
this age and they feel it’s a 
really good experience, and 
they’ve learned a lot about 
the legislature from watch-
ing me on TV,” Dixon said.

DOCTOR | 5
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Taking the 
lead on 
WHO study
Dr. Janet Martin, a Hawkesville 
native, looks into surgical outcomes

A DOCTOR WITH LOCAL 
roots is making a name 
for herself in the surgical 
world, most recently gain-
ing international recogni-
tion from the World Health 
Organization.

Janet Martin – daughter 
of Bert and Naomi Frey of 
Hawkesville – is heading 
a program at Western Uni-
versity with colleague Davy 
Cheng on global surgery 
and anesthesia. 

Martin is also the director 
of the Centre for Medical 
Evidence, Decision Integ-
rity and Clinical Impact 
(MEDICI) and an assistant 
professor at Western’s 
Schulich School of Medi-
cine and Dentistry. She 
grew up in Hawkesville and 
graduated from Elmira Dis-
trict Secondary School.

The WHO contacted 
Martin and Cheng asking 
if they’d be interested in 
running a collaborative 
research centre in partner-
ship with the WHO. As of 

WHITNEY NEILSON this month they are co-
directors of the WHO Col-
laborating Centre on Global 
Surgery and Anesthesia. 
Martin says it’s the first of 
its kind in Canada and the 
first time Western has been 
asked to be an official col-
laborating centre with the 
WHO.

“It’s truly an honour and 
the point of it really is to 
improve global surgery as 
well as anesthesia as well 
as emergency services 
in countries around the 
world,” Martin said.

One particularly star-
tling statistic she shares is 
that annually there are 18 
million deaths worldwide 
due to lack of access to ba-
sic surgery services. That 
number is far greater than 
deaths due to HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis, and malaria 
combined. 

“We have this crisis that 
is playing out worldwide 
and it seems that almost 
nobody is aware of it.”

Martin and Cheng’s work 
caught the WHO’s atten-

EDSS grad Janet Martin, pictured here with her colleague Davy Cheng, has been tasked with 
co-directing the WHO Collaborating Centre on Global Surgery and Anesthesia at Western 
University. Their work caught the World Health Organization’s attention in 2012 with their 
research reviewing the outcomes of 21.4 million surgeries. [SUBMITTED]

Ontario politics, up close and personal
St. Jacobs teen William Dixon gets a fi rsthand look at goings-on at Queen’s park, having spent a month as a page
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The period A Learning Strategies class at Elmira District Secondary School has been collecting winter clothing from fellow students for almost two weeks. The collected items will be donated to Woolwich Community Services and oneROOF 
in Kitchener to help those in need. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

70% OFF! Our 12pc Epicurean Cookware set features thick 18/10 stainless steel, ergonomic riveted handles, thick encapsulated 
base for fast, even heat control, induction compatible and backed by our 25 year warranty. Set includes: 1.5L, 2L, & 3L saucepans, 

3L steamer, 5L Dutch oven, 24cm/9.5” frying pan, 3L sauté pan, and 5 covers. List: $749.99.

$21999

59% OFF! 
28cm/11” Canadiana 
Everyday pan.
List: $199.00.

44% OFF! 35cm/14” carbon steel 
stir fry with assist handle. 
List: $89.99.

$4999

40% OFF! 
2pc carving set. List: $36.99.

$2199

61% OFF! 
20pc Red Point 
fl atware set.  
List: $89.99.

$3499

UP TO 42% OFF! A wide selection of Paderno 
Original bakeware. Made from durable steel with a non-stick 
coating. 25 year warranty. Safe to 260°C/500°F. 
PFOA & PTFE free. Starting at:

$799

69% OFF! 
42cm stainless 
steel multi-roaster 
with rack and cover. 
List: $355.99.

$10999

Information & dealers: 1-800 -A NEW-POT or www.paderno.com. Not all locations open Sunday. Quantit ies limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.

ON NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 11TH ONLY AT:

COOKSTOWN
Paderno Kitchen Store
Tanger Outlet Mall
3311 Hwy 89

FERGUS
Dixon Home Hardware 
Building Centre
745 St-David Street

HARRISTON
Harriston Home Hardware
18 Elora Street

KITCHENER 
Paderno Kitchen Store
Sportsworld Crossing
50 Sportsworld Crossing

WATERLOO
Goodness Me
668 Erb Street West
Paderno Kitchen Store
St. Jacobs Factory Outlet
25 Benjamin Rd

61% OFF!
20pc Red Point 

stir fry with assist handle. 
$89.99$89.99.

99

coating. 25 year warranty. Safe to 260°C/500°F. 

28cm/11” Canadiana 

$7999 $2199

IT IS GETTING COLD out 
there, and with the holi-
day season approaching, 
a small group of Elmira 
District Secondary School 
wants to keep everyone 
warm.

The period A Learning 
Strategies class, made up 
of six to eight students, are 
collecting every piece of 
warm clothing and winter 
accessories they can get 
their hands on with the 
winter clothing drive. They 
put the call out to their fel-
low students, and the re-
sponse has been great. 

Teacher Maddie Col-
beck says they already 
have more boxes to donate 
than expected, and they 
are looking to gather a bit 
more. 

“So far we have enough 
for 12 complete boxes, 
which is way more than 
what we planned for. We 
had talked about what 
would equal success for 
this, and really, the group 
said anything,” she shared. 
“One box is better than no 
boxes. I had thought that 
maybe we would get 10, and 
we are 12 already, so by the 
end of the week, maybe 15. 
Huge success for us so far.”

EDSS students rally to the cause in support of group’s winter clothing drive
LIZ BEVAN

The items collected will 
be donated to a pair of 
charities, Woolwich Com-
munity Services and Kitch-
ener’s oneROOF, a home-
less shelter for teenagers 
and youth. 

“We wanted to give 
back to the community, 
obviously. We are a small 
community, and if most 
of these coats and things 

were going to get thrown 
out anyways, why not put 
it to good use?” said Grade 
12 student Nicole Merlihan. 
“We don’t have any youth 
homeless shelters in El-
mira, and there are a few in 
Kitchener, but we did nar-
row it down to oneROOF.”

It isn’t just winter jackets 
the class has been collect-
ing.

“We are collecting any-
thing that will keep some-
one warm: jackets, snow 
pants, gloves, hats, neck 
warmers, whatever, for all 
ages,” said Chris Lovell, a 
Grade 9 student at EDSS.

Grade 11 student Andrew 
Bergen says they aren’t just 
helping those in need when 
the group goes from class to 
class collecting the items.

“Not only are we helping 
others, but you are help-
ing yourself by developing 
skills in team work and 
responsibility and orga-
nization,” he said, adding 
that he was pleasantly sur-
prised by the response from 
his fellow students. “We 
feel pretty good because 
I didn’t think they would 
respond like this. We are 

impressed.”
The class started collect-

ing the winter clothing last 
week, and will be wrapping 
up their collection tomor-
row, Dec. 9 before sorting 
everything and donating to 
their chosen charities. 

“We are hoping that we 
get more stuff in. Usually 
that is what happens at the 
last minute,” said Merlihan.
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POLICE BLOTTER

N O V E M B E R  2 9

7:50 AM | The Wellington 
County OPP received a theft report 
of items stolen from a locked con-
struction trailer in Fergus, Centre 
Wellington Township.  The lock 
was cut off and the trailer entered 
sometime between 1 a.m. and 5 
a.m.  Stolen were two gas-powered 
wheel barrow-style compressors, 
a gas-powered motor and a Stihl 
saw. Any person with information 
regarding this incident should 
contact the Wellington County OPP 
at 1-888-310-1122. Should you wish 
to remain anonymous, you may 
call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 (TIPS) or submit a tip on-line 
at www.csgw.tips. You may be 

Police stepping up search 
for impaired drivers
WITH THE HOLIDAY SEA-
SON in full swing, Waterloo 
Regional Police will be out 
in force looking for im-
paired drivers.

Last weekend, for in-
stance, police report that 
eight alleged impaired 
drivers were identified and 
processed.

“Impaired driving is at 
the forefront of our polic-
ing operations for the en-
tire month of December as 
statistics continue to prove 
drivers are getting behind 
the wheel while impaired 
by drugs or alcohol,” said 
chief Bryan Larkin. “As 
part of our commitment to 
road safety, along with our 
efforts to increase public 
awareness, there will be a 
R.I.D.E. program planned 
for every day of the month 
in Waterloo Region.”

Police encourage ev-

eryone to celebrate safely, 
ensure they have planned 
for a safe way home, and to 
contact 9-1-1 in the event of 
a suspected impaired driver.

eligible for a reward from Crime 
Stoppers of up to $2,000.

D E C E M B E R  4

3:30 AM | The Perth County 
OPP were notified by a resident 
that a Dodge Ram pickup truck had 
been stolen from a rural residence 
on Perth Road 130. The owner had 
attempted to follow the motor 

vehicle, but lost sight of it. Perth 
County OPP officers observed 
the vehicle shortly after near the 
intersection of Perth Road 131 and 
Highway 86. The vehicle appeared 
to be travelling at a high rate of 
speed. The vehicle crossed High-
way 86 and entered Wellington 
County. Officers located the motor 
vehicle after it became stuck in the 

ditch near Perth Road 140 and line 
87. Both occupants of the vehicle 
fled into a field when officers ap-
proached. Specialized OPP units, 
K9 and Emergency Response Team 
(ERT), attended the scene. The two 
males were located and arrested. 
Both were lodged and held for 
a bail hearing. A 22-year-old 
Palmerston man was charged 

COLLISION DOWNS POWER LINES IN ELMIRA

Some 920 Waterloo North Hydro customers in Elmira were without power, most of them briefly, after a concrete-pumping truck tore down lines and a utility pole on the morning of Dec. 1. 
Church Street East remained closed between Arthur and Duke streets for most of the day while emergency responders and hydro crews dealt with the damage. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

William Dixon finished up his fourth and final week as a parliamentary page this week at Queen’s Park. The 14-year-old lives in St. Jacobs 
and attends Foundation Christian School.  [SUBMITTED]

Region opts 
for roundabout 
near Hawkesville

Wellesley Township residents can 
breathe a sigh of relief as Waterloo 
Region councillors voted Tuesday to 
install a roundabout at the Ament Line 
and Hergott Road intersection, instead 
of the four-way stop originally proposed 
by regional staff.

Wellesley Mayor Joe Nowak had been 
pushing for the roundabout on behalf 
of residents who have lost family 
members and friends to accidents in 
that intersection. 

“I was pleasantly surprised to see that 
it was a unanimous decision because I 
did think that there was going to be a 

little bit of pushback, but I think council 
realized how important this issue is not 
only for the rural folks but region-wide.” 

The roundabout is expected to be 
installed in 2018, but it could take until 
2019. The intersection currently is a 
two-way stop with oversized stop signs 
on Ament Line, rumble strips approach-
ing the intersection and a flashing light, 
installed after the 2005 collision that 
claimed the life of five-year-old Emma 
Ringrose. In spite of the changes, there 
were nine collisions at the intersection 
from 2011 to 2015. 

“I’m so grateful for the Ringrose 
family, I know it was difficult. But to 
come forward to speak as well as they 
did and I can’t be any more grateful for 
their support and the support of the 
community,” said Nowak.

Record month 
of home sales

Home sales through the Multiple 
Listing System (MLS system) of the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Association of 
Realtors, totalled 535 last month, 
an increase of 27.1% compared to 
November of 2015, marking another 
record breaking month for residential 
properties sold in the area.

November’s sales included 352 
single detached homes (up 34.4% 
compared to November 2015) and 118 
condominium type units (down 22.9%) 
which include any property regardless 
of style (i.e. semis, townhomes, 
apartment, detached etc.). Sales also 
included 32 semi-detached homes (up 
45.5%) and 28 freehold townhouses 

(down 20%).
Record breaking sales are also being 

tallied on a year-to-date basis with 
6,352 residential transactions compared 
to 5,341 during the same period in 2015, 
representing an increase of 18.9%

The average price of all residential 
properties sold in November was 
$411,602, a 15.5% increase over 2015. 
Detached homes sold for an average 
price of $473,104, an increase of 13.9% 
compared to November 2015. During 
this same period, the average sale price 
for an apartment style condominium 
was $209,360, a decrease of 8%. 
Townhomes and semis sold for an 
average of $310,151 (up 14.8%) and 
$330,534 (up 27.7%) respectively.

The median price of all residential 
properties sold in November increased 

18% to $377,500, and the median price 
of a detached home during the same 
period increased 16.4% to $425,000.   

$10K for two 
Elmira groups

Kindred Credit Union has donated 
$20,000 to support the efforts of two 
organizations in Elmira working to 
increase the availability of supportive 
and affordable housing. Elmira District 
Community Living (EDCL) and Men-
noHomes, have each received $10,000 
grants to advance their respective 
building projects. 

 Elmira District Community Living’s 
Field of Dreams campaign is building 
inclusive housing for adults with 
intellectual disabilities to live more 
independently, supported by the 

community, technology and ‘good 
neighbours.’

MennoHomes is filling the gap in 
affordable housing with a new 25-unit 
apartment. With one-, two- and three-
bedroom units, it will be the only 
affordable rental apartment building 
in Elmira with an elevator.  

Said Kindred chief executive officer 
Brent Zorgdrager, “enabling all people 
to live, share and participate fully and 
equally in community is the corner-
stone of prosperous communities. 
MennoHomes and Elmira District Com-
munity Living both embody this spirit. 
At Kindred Credit Union we believe 
banking with purpose can impact the 
world in amazing ways, and we’re 
inspired by these organizations that 
are making a world of difference in our 
communities.”

with ‘flight while being pursued 
by a peace officer’ and ‘theft of 
motor vehicle.’ A 26-year-old 
Stratford man was charged with 
‘theft of motor vehicle’ and ‘fail to 
comply with probation.’ Both were 
released from custody at the bail 
hearing and are to appear at the 
Ontario Court of Justice in Stratford 
on Dec. 12.

a global priority within the 
sustainable development 
goals. Martin explains that’s 
why now there is this global 
concerted effort and why 
they’ve have been invited 
by the WHO to be one of 
the global leaders in push-
ing this initiative forward 
toward getting safe surgery 
accessible to 80 per cent 
of the world population by 
2030.

They believe it will save 
tens of millions of lives.

“We also know that we 
are far from perfect in our 
own background. In Canada 
we also have areas that the 
access is poor and less than 
optimal quality of surgical 
services. So we’re equally 
invested in improving ac-
cess across the globe and 
that really has been one of 
the messages of the World 

Health Organization is that 
we’re talking across the 
spectrum of low, middle 
and high income countries 
because each country has 
its deficits,” Martin said.

She says this will be her 
passion for the remainder 
of her career to help im-
prove surgery access and 
work with people who are 
likewise interested.

The recognition and the 
responsibility bestowed on 
her by the WHO means a 
lot.

“I would have never ever 
guessed as a student in 
Elmira there at EDSS that 
the World Health Organiza-
tion’s a place that’s within 
reach and that I could work 
with in order to have some 
global impact on an issue 
that is of such import to 
populations around the 
world.”

DOCTOR: A study that could 
have global impact on health
FROM | 3

It’s also been a good 
learning experience for 
him to see up close and 
personal how the provin-
cial government works and 
what goes on at the legis-
lature.

“Question Period’s really 
fun, just being in the cham-
ber for that. It’s really busy. 
That would be a major 
highlight,” Dixon said.

He says the biggest chal-
lenge is memorizing all of 
the names and faces of the 
107 MPPs, as well as their 
seating arrangement.

The Grade 8 student has 
also been keeping up with 
his studies for Foundation 
Christian School which he 
attends in Winterbourne.

“For math we have ap-
proximately three hours 
of math class a week. The 
days we get out at 4:30 we’ll 
have some math class. And 
then other subjects you 

might get some work that 
we’ll have to complete on 
our own time,” Dixon ex-
plained.

When asked if he’s inter-
ested in going into politics 
when he’s older, he says it’s 

an option. He encourages 
other students to apply to 
the program as well. Grade 
7 and 8 students can apply 
and must have an academic 
average of at least 80 per 
cent.

“It’s really fun. It’s a great 
experience. I strongly rec-
ommend it to everyone. It’s 
just great to see how this 
province is governed and 
what the leaders are doing 
through the province.”

PAGE: An experience he would recommend to other students
FROM | 3
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TRIPS TO THE GROCERY store are a regular 
occurrence, and even more so at this time of 
year: For most of us, the holidays are all about 
the food, from the turkey with all the fixings 
to the seemingly unending stream of baked 
goods and not-good-for-our-waistline snacks. 

In the midst of the season’s binging comes word we can 
expect some sticker shock in the grocery aisles next year.

Food prices are expected to rise three to five per cent 
next year, adding as much as $420 to the annual cost of 
feeding an average family. 

That’s well above both inflation and the kind of increas-
es we’ve seen in recent years when we’ve seen prices of 
some grocery items take big jumps. 

The predictions for 2017 are part of the seventh annual 
Canada’s Food Price Report, released this week.

An increase of three to five per cent in food prices would 
be considerably higher than the rate of inflation (typically 
1-2 per cent), and larger than hikes in 2016 (about 2.5 per 
cent). While dairy/eggs and bakery/cereal are expected to 
remain stable and within acceptable inflation rates, other 
foods could see much higher increases: fruits and nuts by 
three to five per cent; vegetables, meats and other food 
items by upwards of four to six per cent, according to the 
study, which was led by Prof. Sylvain Charlebois, dean of 
the Faculty of Management at Dalhousie University. He 
previously led the project from the University of Guelph.

The biggest factor in price increases will be the falling 
Canadian dollar, say Charlebois. “Given how many food 
products we import from abroad, our food economy is vul-
nerable to currency fluctuations.”

Other drivers that inform the report’s projections in-
clude La Nina weather patterns and the incoming Trump 
administration in the U.S. — which, while rife with uncer-
tainty, suggests a forthcoming period of American pro-
tectionism that could initiate a “commodity super-cycle,” 
raising food prices for Canadians, the report finds.

If the predictions hold, the increases would be a dra-
matic reversal of actual price drops seen in the latter part 
of this year.

“Higher than expected inventories for many food 
products, higher agricultural outputs and more pressure 
imposed on processors by distributors led to lower food 
prices compared to last year. Canada joined a large group 
of mature economies experiencing food deflation late this 
year. The fact that grocers adopted a defensive strategy 
against food deflation only accelerated the process and 
prompted prices to drop further. Loblaw, Sobeys, Metro 
and several other food distributors submitted unilateral 
requests to their vendors to lower prices at wholesale, 
from anywhere between a freeze of prices to a discount of 
1.45%.” 

Although unforeseen, the downward pressure on the 
retail end is expected to give way to the higher costs as-
sociated with factors such as the value of the loonie, U.S. 
protectionism and perhaps rising transportation costs.

While consumers won’t be turning cartwheels over high-
er prices, there is a silver lining if it leads to greater health 
in the farming sector. Yo-yo pricing, at times lower than 
the cost of growing crops, has wreaked havoc in the indus-
try. It has also led to all kinds of government subsidies and 
support programs, which we all pay for indirectly.

If farmers prosper, rather than middlemen, we could all 
benefit.

Higher food prices 
will add to our 
financial burdens 

“WE WILL WIN THE big-
gest landslide this country 
has ever seen,” said The 
Gambia’s President Yahya 
Jammeh before the small 
West African country’s re-
cent election, and he had 
every reason to be confi-
dent. Jammeh had been in 
power for 22 years, and he 
knew how to run an elec-
tion.

Jammeh, who was a 
29-year-old army lieuten-
ant when he seized power, 
has been in the habit of 
detaining, torturing and 
killing dissident journalists 
and political opponents, 
and this election was no 
exception. Two leading 
opposition politicians were 
beaten to death in prison 
and 15 others jailed for 
three years last April, inter-
national election observers 
were banned, and on vot-
ing day last Thursday the 
Internet was shut down.

There was not the slight-
est indication that Jammeh 
was ready to surrender 
power. He said he was 
“proud to be a dictator,” 

The Gambia: It’s been a short billion years for dictator
promised to bury the “evil 
vermin called opposition 
nine feet deep,” and once 
declared that he would rule 
“for one billion years if Al-
lah wills it.” But when the 
marbles spoke last Friday 
morning, he had lost the 
election.

In The Gambia, they vote 
by dropping marbles into 
different-coloured drums, 
and when they were all 
counted an obscure proper-
ty developer named Adama 
Barrow had 45 per cent of 
the marbles. Yahya Jam-
meh had only 36 per cent.

So he was guilty of 
over-confidence and poor 
election management, but 
nobody imagined that he 
would actually go quietly. 
Yet he did.

Last Friday, Yahya Jam-
meh went on television 
and conceded defeat, say-
ing “I want to make it very 
clear that I will never rule 
this country without your 
mandate and I will never 
cheat.” The astonished 
head of the electoral com-
mission, Alieu Momar Njie, 
said: “It’s really unique that 
someone who has been rul-
ing this country for so long 
has accepted defeat” – and 
The Gambia exploded with 
joy.

Jammeh was always er-
ratic, but nobody saw this 
coming. Africans elsewhere 
who also have a problem 
with rulers who overstay 
their welcome were de-
lighted. “Yahya Jammeh 
has recognised his defeat! 
Who would have thought 
it? There is hope!” said 
Fred Bauma, the youthful 
leader of a non-violent pro-
democracy movement in 
the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. (He has been in 
detention for the past year.)

Hope soared even higher 
when Angola’s president, 
Eduardo dos Santos, de-
clared hours after Jam-
meh conceded defeat that 
after 38 years in power he 
will step down next year. 
Even 92-year-old Robert 
Mugabe, who has ruled 
Zimbabwe since 1980, was 
heard to speak last week 
about retiring “properly” 
(although with no date 
mentioned).

Now for the (rather dis-
couraging) small print. 
Adama Barrow has good 
intentions, but many of the 
ambitious people in the 
coalition of small opposi-
tion parties that Barrow 
put together may approach 
their time in power in the 
spirit of that famous Ke-

nyan phrase “It’s our turn 
to eat now.” As Lord Acton 
famously remarked, “Pow-
er tends to corrupt.”

Eduardo Dos Santos first 
said he was going to leave 
the presidency in Angola in 
2001, but then it slipped his 
mind. He seems more gen-
uinely committed to quit-
ting this time, but Angola 
is a one-party state and he 
has already announced his 
successor, defence minister 
Joao Lourenco. “Absolute 
power corrupts absolutely,” 
as Lord Acton added.

And Robert Mugabe, who 
spent a decade in jail while 
leading the independence 
struggle and has run Zim-
babwe ever since, resorts to 
violence when challenged 
politically and has com-
pletely destroyed his coun-
try’s once promising econ-
omy. He may occasionally 
talk about retiring, but he 
will hold onto power until 
he dies. “Great men are 
almost always bad men,” as 
Acton concluded.

As for the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, where 
a presidential election was 
due this month, President 
Joseph Kabila has now 
postponed it until 2018. He 
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With food prices on the rise, and people increasingly beset by taxes and utility costs, everything old may be new again when it comes to the Christmas orange.
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Populists like Trump aren’t likely to undo harm of neoliberal policies

NEOLIBERAL POLICIES 
– THE ones that have led 
the decades-long slide in 
wages, working conditions, 
the environment and a host 
of other quality-of-life met-
rics – are in the spotlight 
today thanks to populist 
movements behind the 
likes of the Brexit vote in 
the UK, the rise of right-
wing parties in Europe and, 
of course, Donald Trump.

Though he’s scaled back 
the pre-election rhetoric, 
Trump maintains he’ll re-
ject some trade deals (TPP), 
rework others (NAFTA) 
and repatriate jobs from 
abroad. 

On the face of it, his pro-
nouncements sound good. 
Certainly his stance jibes 
with what his supporters in 
the old industrial heartland 
wanted to hear. That’s why 
Trump was in Indianapolis 
last week celebrating the 
decision by Carrier to keep 
800 jobs at a furnace plant 
there rather than moving 
production to Mexico in 
a bid to save $65 million a 

year in labour costs.
“Corporate America 

is going to have to un-
derstand that we have to 
take care of our workers,” 
Trump told The New York 
Times. “The free market 
has been sorting it out and 
America’s been losing,” 

As populist sentiment 
goes, so far, so good. But 
the devil, they say, is in the 
details. And Trump is also 
angling for corporate tax 
cuts, more corporate wel-
fare and defence-led in-
frastructure spending that 
transfers massive amounts 
of public money into al-
ready well-stuffed wallets. 

We’ve seen that tack be-
fore. There’s even a name 
for it: trickle-down eco-
nomics. Most readily asso-
ciated with Ronald Reagan, 
it’s a formula that has been 
applied for decades both in 
the States and around the 
globe, one of the reasons 
for so much unrest in many 
Western countries.

“Trickle-down econom-
ics dressed in populist garb 
is still trickle-down eco-
nomics,” notes U.S. labour 
economist Robert Reich, 
who knows a thing or two 
about such voodoo, hav-
ing served in Bill Clinton’s 

cabinet.
“This is how Trump aims 

to get corporate America 
to take care of “our work-
ers” – bribe firms with 
big tax cuts, government 
contracts, and relief from 
regulations,” he writes in a 
recent piece.

“But as long as Wall 
Street pushes corporations 
to maximize shareholder 
returns, American work-
ers will continue to lose 
good-paying jobs to foreign 
workers or to homegrown 
robots. Payrolls are the 
biggest single cost on most 
companies’ balance sheets, 
so squeezing them is the 
easiest way to boost profits 
and share prices.

“It doesn’t have to be this 
way. For more than three 
decades – from the end of 
World War II through the 
early 1980s – large corpo-
rations were responsible 
to their workers and com-
munities as well as to their 
shareholders. They treated 
workers as assets to be de-
veloped – retraining them 
with higher skills as the 
companies moved to high-
er value-added produc-
tion, or for new jobs as the 
companies expanded, and 
resorting to layoffs only as 

a last resort.”
Since the leveraged 

buyouts and mergers and 
acquisitions of the 1980s, 
however, layoffs and the 
raiding of pension funds 
have been a mainstay for 
what is euphemistically 
called maximizing share-
holder value.

Clearly we’ve learned 
nothing from the damage 
wrought by such policies, 
as exemplified by the inac-
tion – other than bailouts 
to the well-heeled – that 
followed the Great Reces-
sion of 2008. Created by 
financial-sector greed, 
unfettered corporate greed 
and compliant govern-
ments that championed 
deregulation, the economic 
meltdown has been cata-
strophic to middle- and 
working-class people 
across the globe. Even after 
we were technically out 
of the recession, the only 
people who have bounced 
back are the ones who were 
responsible for the mess.

Far from being penal-
ized, they were in essence 
rewarded for what hap-
pened, and appear quite 
content to keep on doing 
what they’ve done before. 
Perhaps they’re convinced 

they’ll continue to reap the 
profits while the rest of us 
will pick up the tab.

We only need look at 
the U.S. – the epicenter 
of much that went wrong 
and continues to be wrong 
– to see there’ve been no 
lessons learned. Trump’s 
rise is the latest boost to a 
resurgence in the trickle-
down theory that began 
with a proposed tax holiday 
for U.S. multinational cor-
porations that was floated 
under Barack Obama’s 
watch and has gained trac-
tion with the president-
elect. The idea is to let the 
companies repatriate their 
overseas profits without 
paying the normal taxes 
that would follow.

As economist Paul 
Krugman has noted, that 
idea fits with the myth of 
trickle-down economics – 
specifically, the idea that 
anything that increases 
corporate profits is good 
for the economy.

As opponents of the plan 
point out, we’ve already 
seen this movie: A similar 
tax holiday was offered in 
2004, with a similar sales 
pitch. And it was a total 
failure. Companies did in-
deed take advantage of the 

amnesty to move a lot of 
money back to the United 
States. But they used that 
money to pay dividends, 
pay down debt, buy up 
other companies, buy back 
their own stock — pretty 
much everything except 
increasing investment 
and creating jobs. Indeed, 
there’s no evidence that the 
2004 tax holiday did any-
thing at all to stimulate the 
economy, Krugman points 
out.

The well-documented 
failures of neo-liberal 
economics are an issue in 
Canada, as well, though 
with a sunnier face at the 
federal level. While Liber-
als pay lip service to bud-
getary restraint, they’ve 
been as profligate than 
their predecessors while 
maintaining some of the 
same underlying policies. 
Certainly the corporate tax 
policies remain in place, 
with some effort made, at 
least in theory, on reducing 
the middle-class burden.

Still, lobbyists and 
special interest groups 
continue to push for lower 
corporate tax rates. Com-
petitiveness is the mantra: 

Are you spending Christmas Day at home or away?

We’ll be at our house and my parents’ house 
in Elmira

 » Jeremy Malloy

I’m staying home for Christmas

 » Gordon Wright

On Christmas Day, I will be at home

 » Darcy Dueck

I’m going to my daughter’s in Simcoe

 » Dorothy Fletcher

I will be at my house on Christmas Day

 » Daniel Moes

“Even in older and richer democracies, democratic  decision-making is often irrational and sometimes self-destructive.” Gwynne Dyer | 6
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 » Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives
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Beef Rump 
Roasts

Ham 
Kielbossa

Fresh

Did someone say turkey? 
Assure yourself the best fresh 
local turkey you can get! Place 
your order today! (Gift Cards 

Available for Stocking Stuffers)

Chicken 
Breasts

Mini Hams

Fresh Boneless 

REG. PRICE
$5.79 /lb.

$4.99
Store Made Smoked
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$4.49 /lb.

$3.99

Store Made 

Fresh Cut
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Clock Tower Wellness Centre
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TO OFF

a set of
Rechargeable

Hearing
Aids
No more fussing 
with changing your 
batteries each week!

Limited quantity available. 
Clip your coupon and bring it in.

has been in power, and his 
father before him, since 
1997, and he has no inten-
tion of leaving it now. He 
just needs more time to rig 
the next election.

Even when elections 
are not rigged, it is sheer 
fantasy to believe that the 
outcomes are determined 
by voters who carefully 
considered all the options 
and chose the one that was 
best for the community.

Most people are far too 
busy with their own per-
sonal lives to give political 
matters much thought. 
When they do vote, they 
tend to be guided by their 
emotions or by their class, 
ethnic or religious identity. 
As Beppe Grillo, leader of 
Italy’s populist Five State 
Movement, cynically urged 

we’re told taxes must be 
lower or businesses will 
flee the province or coun-
try, and that new ventures 
will go elsewhere. The ar-
gument has been success-
ful, as rates fall year after 
year, though the promised 
investment and other divi-

Italian voters in the recent 
referendum: “Vote with 
your gut” (and not with 
your brains).

Africa is not alone with 
this problem. Even in older 
and richer democracies, 
democratic  decision-mak-
ing is often irrational and 
sometimes self-destructive. 
So why bother?

Because governments 
must be changed from 
time to time if they are 
not to become completely 
self-serving, and elections 
are a better way to change 
them than military coups 
or violent revolts. Because 
democracy requires and 
strengthens the rule of law. 
And because of the “wis-
dom of crowds”: the voters 
get it right, or at least partly 
right, more often than any 
narrower decision-making 
group.

dends rarely appear.
Corporations and their 

army of lobbyists – a ma-
jor influence in America’s 
dysfunctional political 
system, for instance – are 
pushing an agenda harm-
ful to the country and some 
98 per cent of its citizens. 
The same players and same 
agenda are at work here.

Canada’s personal income tax expenditures disproportionately 
benefit the rich and cost the federal treasury nearly as much as it 
collects in personal income tax. Out of the 64 tax expenditures, 59 
of them provide more benefit to the top 50% of income earners 
than the bottom half, with the largest share going to the richest 
10%. The cost of those 59 expenditures totalled $100.5 billion in 2011 
alone.

 » Federal Privacy Commissioner Daniel Therrien says the government should make 
privacy a priority before crafting new security and surveillance measures

“State powers have already been significantly expanded, 
particularly with Bills C-51 and C-13. At the same time, we have seen 
too many cases of inappropriate and sometimes illegal conduct by 
state officials that have impacted on the rights of ordinary citizens 
not suspected of criminal or terrorist activities. In my view, those 
serious incidents were caused by deficient legal standards that 
failed to set appropriate limits on government actions.”

 » From the Dec. 6, 2014 edition of The Observer

 Home Hardware co-founder Walter Hachborn will add yet another 
feather to his cap next spring when the St. Jacobs native is inducted 
into the Canadian Business Hall of Fame. Already a member of the 
Order of Canada, the recipient of the Distinguished Canadian 
Retailer Award and an honourary doctor of laws, Hachborn said he 
was humbled by the recognition. 

YOUR VIEW HERE.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

EDITOR@WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM
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It certainly wasn’t easy, but 
Kings emerge with a pair of Ws

GALEA | 11KINGS | 13

OPEN
COUNTRY

Ice fishing 
season: 
The final 
countdown

IT’S EARLY DECEMBER 
AND that special day is ap-
proaching very quickly. Of 
course, I am referring to 
a time of joy and celebra-
tion and faith and hope. 
It is a time to gather with 
friends and family in the 
shadow of an evergreen, 
while pondering one of our 
most enduring miracles 
– basically, how such thin 
ice can support your huge 
friend.

Yes, ice fishing season is 
almost here.

That means, if you are 
an ice angler, you clearly 
have to start preparing for 
the season now. You need 
to work on getting reels 
spooled with new line, en-
suring your fishing licence 
is valid, slipping a new rod 
or two in the house and 
making sure your elec-
tronics, augers, shelters 
and winter clothing are in 
proper working order.  

That’s the easy part.
As any seasoned ice an-

gler knows, however, the 
psychological and physical 
aspects are the hard part.

Typically, I begin physi-
cal preparations now by 
jigging for cats from my 
living room armchair. This 
is great practice for ice 
fishing, but only because, 
no matter what colour of 
yarn I tie on, my cats will 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

After squeaking past Cambridge 4-3, Elmira had to hang on to post victory against Waterloo

WHITNEY NEILSON

THE SUGAR KINGS MAN-
AGED two wins over the 
weekend – beating Cam-
bridge and Waterloo – but 
neither game was a walk in 
the park.

“We definitely came out 
with the four points, which 
is nice, but I don’t think 
we came out of the gate 
as strong as we would like 
and we gave up some scor-
ing chances and obviously 
those teams will capitalize 
on you,” said Elmira’s head 
coach Ty Canal.

In Cambridge on Satur-
day the Elmira team had 
to work into overtime to 
secure a 4-3 win over the 
Winter Hawks.

Ethan Skinner got things 
rolling in the first for the 
Kings, assisted by Tyler 
McBay and Anthony Az-
zano. 

Cambridge leveled the 
playing field as Kole Scott 
put the puck past Elmira 
netminder Jonathan Rein-
hart. Mathieu Mercier and 
Tyler Harrison assisted.

Cambridge added two 
goals in the second period 
to pull ahead 3-1. Goals 
came from Liam Buckley 
(Ryan George, Corson 
Searles) and Scott (Mercier, 
Harrison).

While Cambridge’s Ryan 
George sat in the pen-
alty box for high sticking, 
Quinten Bruce took advan-
tage and scored for Elmira, 
assisted by Jeff Jordan and 
Skinner.

Less than three minutes 
into the final frame, Kyle 

Soper locked the game 
at 3s, helped by Dawson 
Shackelton. No one else 
would score, which sent 
the game into overtime.

Elmira’s Jake Brown 
found the back of Cam-
bridge’s net quickly, as-
sisted by Skinner and Josh 
Slegers to end the game.

Elmira ran into seri-
ous penalty troubles in 
the second period with 10 
penalties handed out to the 
team. They tallied 60 pen-
alty minutes that game to 
Cambridge’s 22.

“Saturday night we got 
behind, but our guys were 
able to find a way to get 
that done and come out on 
top. Saturday was a game 
that was definitely a battle. 

Josh Slegers celebrates with Jeff Jordan after Jordan scored the Elmira Sugar Kings’ second goal of the night on goalie Liam Devine in Elmira’s 5-3 win over the Waterloo Siskins on Dec. 4. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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$5 from all 35 entries 
will be donated to the 

Christmas Goodwill at WCS …
and SOS Physiotherapy would like 
to double that donation amount!

Thank you to all our entrants for 
decorating our windows as well!

will be donated to the 
Christmas Goodwill at WCSChristmas Goodwill at WCS

and SOS Physiotherapy would like and SOS Physiotherapy would like 
to double that donation amount!

Thank you to all our entrants for 
decorating our windows as well!

to Maverick for winning the 1st Annual  SOS Physiotherapy Elmira 
Fall Colouring Contest and the $50 Gift Certificate at Toy Soup! 

There were a lot of penal-
ties both ways, so special 
teams was key,” Canal said.

At home on Sunday eve-
ning, the visiting Waterloo 
Siskins gave Elmira a run 
for their money. By the 
end of the first 20 minutes 
of play Elmira led 3-1 with 
goals from Soper, Jordan 
and Brown. Jacob Black, 
Skinner (2) and Brown 
picked up assists.

Connor Bodnar (Ryan 
Sparkes, Lucas Goodman) 
gave the Siskins their lone 
goal. The score stayed the 
same throughout the sec-
ond. Ty Biles scored in the 
third for Elmira to increase 
the lead 4-1, helped by 
Slegers and Bruce.

Two minutes later Wa-

terloo picked up two quick 
goals less than a minute 
apart from Goodman (Bod-
nar, Sparkes) and Alex Pot-
ter (Goodman). 

“Momentum is funny 
in hockey. It doesn’t take 
much to fall back on your 
heels and the other team 
to get pushing a little bit 
more. Waterloo’s quick. 
We knew they could gain 
momentum in a hurry and 
close that gap in the game. 
We were trying to prepare 
for it, but they got those 
two quick ones, but we 
were able to sharpen up the 
way we were playing and 
stay up on top there,” Canal 
said.

Late in the game Wa-
terloo pulled goalie Liam 

Devine in an attempt to tie 
the game, but Andrew Mc-
Intyre found the puck and 
scored on the empty net 
to take the game 5-3. Black 
assisted.

Elmira goalie Tyler Maz-
zocato saved 25 of 28 shots 
to Devine’s 34 of 38.

With just one game this 
coming weekend, Canal 
said they’ll be re-energiz-
ing and preparing to come 
out strong this week.

“I think the big thing for 
our guys is when they’re 
skating well. Jordy’s quick, 
McIntyre’s quick, Skinner’s 
quick. A lot of our lineup 
can play fast. I think that’s 
key for us and that’s when 
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YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT

STEPHANIE FORTE
B.A., B.Ed., R.M.T., R.H.N.

www.youarewhatueat .com
Conestogo | 519-569-1616

Holistic Nutrition for Health, Weight 
loss & Management, Digestive Issues

Pre/Post-Natal Doula Services
Massage Therapy 

SINCE 1998

1080 Northfield Dr. E., RR2 West Montrose
519-206-0336 | koebelhcm.com

• Residential and Commercial
• Furnaces, Fireplaces, Water Heaters
   Indoor Air Quality and More

Evening & Weekend Appointments | 24hr Emergency Service

BOOK YOUR HEATING MAINTENANCE TODAY!

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Tyke: SELECT
Dec. 2 vs Goulding Park
Home: 0 Visitor: 12

Atom: LL#2
Dec. 4 vs Beverly
Home: 1 Visitor: 8
Goals: Owen Tettman
Assists: Ethan Adams, Connor 
Airdrie

Atom: MINOR AE
Dec. 3 vs Flamborough
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Thomas Ferguson, 
Graydon Martin
Assists: Carter Snider, Nathan 
Dyck, Bryson Rozema

Atom: MINOR A
Dec. 3 vs Oakville
Home: 4 Visitor: 4
Goals: Ethan Burkholder, Danny 
Schaefer, Keaton Kidd, Connor 
Goebel
Assists: Danny Schaefer, Ethan 
Burkholder, Owen Weppler, 
Jakob Noot, Evan Woods

Atom: MINOR A
Dec. 4 vs Dundas
Home: 2 Visitor: 5
Goals: Ethan Burkholder, Jakob 
Noot
Assists: Owen Weppler, Jakob 
Noot, Josh Carson

Atom: MAJOR A
Dec. 5 vs Guelph
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Evan Passmore, Pacey 
Camm, Stuart Sinclair
Assists: Michael Gear (2), Isaac 
Lopers (2), Kane Kruschat, Pacey 
Camm

Peewee: LL#2
Dec. 4 vs Embro
Home: 7 Visitor: 1
Goals: Josh Moore, Turner 
Duldhardt (2), Ashton Weber 
(2), Ethan Murr
Assists: Adrian Kocan, Gabe 
Hicknell, Turner Duldhardt, 
James McCormick, Jackson 
Smith, Josh Moore (2), Daniel 
Grant

Peewee: MAJOR AE
Dec. 2 vs New Hamburg
Home: 4 Visitor: 0
Goals: Shelby Rempel (2), 
Jonathan Staken, Corbin 
Schmidt
Assists: Mitchell Hartman, 
Corbin Schmidt, Tristan Kraemer, 
Sebastian Garrett, Jonathan 
Staken
Shutout: Jordan Wang

Peewee: MAJOR AE
Dec. 5 vs Erin-Hillsburgh
Home: 2 Visitor: 0
Goals: Lucas Radler, Shelby 
Rempel
Assist: Tristan Kraemer, Shelby 
Rempel, Corbin Schmidt, Colton 
Benham

Peewee: MINOR AE
Nov. 28 vs Halton Hills
Home: 2 Visitor: 0
Goals: Owen Brown, Jonathan 
Enns
Assists: Evan Lucier
Shutout: Brock Rouse

Peewee: MINOR AE
Dec. 1 vs Centre Wellington
Home: 1 Visitor: 4
Goals: Ben Wilkie
Assists: Evan Lucier

Peewee: MINOR AE
Dec. 3 vs Halton Hills
Home: 4 Visitor: 7
Goals: Own Brown, Riley Snider 
(2), Nathan Lipp
Assists: Riley Snider, Owen 
Brown, Nathan Lipp

Peewee: MINOR AE
Dec. 3 vs Flamborough
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Jonathan Enns
Assists: Teagan Cadeau, Evan 
Lucier

Peewee: MAJOR AE
Dec. 3 vs Hespeler
Home: 1  Visitor: 7
Goals: Lucas Radler
Assists: Corbin Schmidt, 
Jonathan Staken

Bantam: LL#1
Dec. 4 vs New Hamburg
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Gavin Wright, Tyler 
Newton, Dante Del Cul
Assists: Tyler Newton (2), 
Patrick Perry (2), Seth Horst

Bantam: MINOR AE
Nov. 28 vs Stoney Creek
Home: 2  Visitor: 4
Goals: Ben Fretz (2)
Assists: Cody Kroetsch, Alex 
Hutton

Bantam: MINOR AE
Nov. 29 vs Milton
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Ben Fretz (2)
Assists: Mac Benham
Shutout: Lynden Blanchet

Bantam: MINOR AE
Dec. 4 vs Flamborough
Home: 2  Visitor: 5
Goals: Gavin Wilson, Ben Fretz
Assists: Mac Benham, Kolin 
Weigel

TOURNAMENTS

Tyke: SELECT
Bob Giroux Memorial Tournament
Brampton, Ont. 
Dec. 5-7

Game 1 vs Peterborough
Home: 5  Visitor: 3
Goals: Colton Brito, Nolan 
Martin, Zack Forwell (3)
Assists: Zack Forwell, Cruz 
Balog, Colton Brito

Game 2 vs Brampton
Home: 1  Visitor: 4
Goals: Zack Forwell

Novice: LL#1
Murray Johnson Invitational 
Tournament
Hagersville, Ont. 
Nov. 26-27

Game 1 vs Hagersville
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Matt Wilkie, Jonah 
Schmidt, Brody Habermehl
Assists: Sam Houston (2), 
Sebastien Abate

Game 2 vs Six Nations
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Charlie Basler, Sam 
Houston, Jonah Schmidt (3)
Assists: Finn Smith, Cooper 
Jones, Jackson Kellough, 
Thomas McCarthy

Game 3 vs Caledonia
Home: 2  Visitor: 3

Goals: Brody Habermehl, Jonah 
Schmidt
Assists: Logan McCallum, Austin 
Thompson

Novice: LL#3
Walkerton Novice Tournament
Walkerton, Ont. 
Dec. 3-4

Game 1 vs Blyth
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Josh Wraight, Colton 
Sinclair
Assists: Wyatt Swijters, Colton 
Sinclair, Cohen Clemmer

Game 2 vs Kincardine
Home: 3  Visitor: 8
Goals: Wyatt Swijters (2), Colton 
Sinclair
Assists: Oliver Horn, Wyatt 
Swijters, Josh Wraight

Game 3 vs Walkerton
Home: 3  Visitor: 7
Goals: Wyatt Swijters (2), Josh 
Wraight
Assists: Cohen Clemmer, Jordan 
Martin, Colton Sinclair

Game 4 vs AEHMA
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Colton Sinclair, Josh 
Wraight (2)
Assists: Wyatt Swijters, Ryder 
Bauman, Cohen Clemmer

Novice: MAJOR A
Midland Regional Silver Stick 
Tournament

Midland, Ont.
Dec. 2-4

Game 1 vs Newmarket
Home: 13  Visitor: 2
Goals: Mitchell Krasovec (2), 
Adam Lavigne (2), Tristan Hill 
(3), Sutton Meier (2), Spencer 
Hume (2), Wade McKenzie, 
Adam Bloch
Assists: Spencer Hume, Mitchell 
Krasovec (3), Carter Weir (2), 
Avery Collingwood, Tristan Hill 
(2), Alex Veitch

Game 2 vs Clarington
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Mitchell Krasovec, Adam 
Lavigne (2)
Assists: Spencer Hume (2), 
Mitchell Krasovec (2)

Game 3 vs Innisfil
Home: 3  Visitor: 3
Goals: Mitchell Krasovec , Adam 
Lavigne (2)
Assists: Spencer Hume (2), 
Mitchell Krasovec (2)

Game 4 vs Uxbridge
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Adam Lavigne (2), 
Mitchell Krasovec, Adam Bloch
Assists: Mitchell Krasovec, Caleb 
Pacquet

Game 5 vs Barrie
Home: 7  Visitor: 2
Goals: Mitchell Krasovec (3), 
Adam Bloch (2), Spencer Hume, 
Adam Lavigne
Assists: Caleb Paquet, Alex 
Veitch, Mitchell Krasovec, Adam 
Lavigne, Spencer Hume

Bantam: MINOR A
Woolwich Wildcats Weekend
Elmira, Ont
Nov. 25-28

Game 1 vs Stratford
Home: 2  Visitor: 5
Goals: Tyler Martin, Tyler Moore
Assists: Kyler Austin Carter 
Servais, Owen Lee

Game 2 vs Woodstock
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Carter Servais, Tyler 
Moore
Assists: Cameron Leonard, Kyle 
Mulder, Cole Slade

Game 3 vs Centre Wellington
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: A.J. Mitchell, Carter 
Servaise, Kyler Moore, Tyler 
Martin, Cameron Leonard
Assists: Kyler Austin (2), 
Cameron Leonard, Owen Lee (2), 
Tyler Martin, Nate Snyder
Shutout: Brett Strohoff

Game 4 vs Woodstock
Home: 2  Visitor: 3 
Goals: Owen Lee, Kyler Austin

Assists: A.J. Mitchell, Tyler Moore

Game 5 vs Caledon
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Cameron Leonard, Carter 
Servais
Assists: Nate Snyder
Shutout: Brett Strohoff

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: LL#1
Dec. 3 vs LL#2
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Carleigh McQuinn, Isla 
McCoubrey
Assists: Chloe Futher
Shutout: Elle Schwindt

Novice: B
Dec. 3 vs Brantford
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Lexie de Jeu (2), Emma 
McCoubrey
Assists: Emma McCoubrey, 
Katelyn Snider, Sophia Metzger
Shutout: Riley Nelson

Novice: B
Dec. 4 vs Kitchener
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Lexie de Jeu (2), Olivia 
Weiss
Assists: Kylie Rayfield, Brooke 
Kroetsch, Brooklyn Pope
Shutout: Riley Nelson

Atom: LL
Dec. 3 vs Cambridge
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Kayleigh Futher (2)

Atom: B
Dec. 3 vs Huron
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Claire Jacklin (3)
Assists: Kara MacPherson, Avery 
Grundy, Sara Forwell

Peewee: BB
Dec. 3 vs Owen Sound
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Chloe Hislop, Paige 
Woods, Teesha Weber
Assists: Jocelyn Pickard (2), 
Tanis Uhrig, Braelyn Macpherson
Shutout: Mackenzie Koenig

Bantam: B
Dec. 1 vs Wilmot 
Home: 0  Visitor: 0
Shutout: Kyla Hartung
Bantam: B

Dec. 4 vs West Oxford
Home: 0  Visitor: 5

Bantam: BB
Nov.29 vs Waterloo Ravens
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Evaleena Adam, Ali 
Harnock, Kara Dietrich

Assists: Alana Bauman, Ria 
Hamilton, Maddy Goss

TWIN CENTRE 
HERICANES

Peewee: REP
Dec. 5 vs Woolwich
Home: 4  Visitor: 0 
Goals: Paige Tucker, Marlee 
Fraser, Mackenna Krulicki, Avery 
Haid
Assists: Katya Yusim, Bella 
Kuchma, Katie Lee, Brianne 
Barker (2), Mackenna Krulicki
Shutout: Erinn Zyta

WATERLOO 
WOLVES

Atom: MAJOR A
Dec. 3 vs Burlington
Home: 8  Visitor: 0
Goals: Riley Webster (3), Calvin 
Witt (2), Carter Merritt, Jackson 
Andrews, Hayden Taylor
Assists: Easton Oberholtzer (2), 
Lucas Skanes (2),Griffin Bedis, 
Matthew Ball, Tim Hodson, 
Carter Merritt
Shutout: Noah Bender

Atom: MAJOR A
Dec. 4 vs Sarnia
Home: 4  Visitor: 4
Goals: Hayden Taylor (2), Declan 
Uniac, Calvin Witt
Assists: Carter Merritt (2), Easton 
Oberholtzer, Bryce Martin

ELMIRA JUNIOR 
SUGAR KINGS

Midget: A
Nov. 20 vs New Hamburg
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Noah Zeller, Jordan 
Gamble, Evan Gowing
Assists: Jordan Gamble, 
Cameron Brown (2), Riley 
Runstedler, Nick Ravelle

Midget: A
Nov. 29 vs Dundas
Home: 2  Visitor: 4
Goals: Cameron Brown, Cole 
Altman
Assists: Noah Zeller, Bradley 
Hale, Mitch Waters, Evan Gowing

Midget: A
Dec. 3 vs Centre Wellington
Home: 1  Visitor: 3
Goals: Earl Schwartz
Assists: Riley Runstedler

Midget: A
Dec. 4 vs Centre Wellington
Home: 2  Visitor: 4
Goals: Earl Schwartz, Jordan 
Gamble
Assists: Riley Runstedler, Noah 
Zeller, Aaron Logan

THE SCORE

ATOMS WIN IT ALL IN MIDLAND

The Atom Major A Wildcats took home top spot at the Midland Regional Silver Stick Tournament on Dec. 4. On the team: Reed Snyder, Carson 
Waechter, Luke Wood, MacIvor Zettel, Alex Veitch, Mitchell Krasovec, Carter Weir, Adam Lavigne, Adam Bloch, Wade McKenzie, Tristan Hill, 
Lucas Benham, Avery Collingwood, Caleb Paquet, Sutton Meier, Spencer Hume, Jeff Benham, Shane McKenzie, Dan Weir, Steven Darbyson 
and Chris Paquet. [SUBMITTED]

SUBMIT SCORES ONLINE: www.observerxtra.com/score/ Thank you to coaches and volunteers who contribute scores and team pictures. We appreciate it. Unfortunately low quality 
and out-of-focus photos do not produce well in print. If your photos do not appear resubmit a higher quality picture.
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ignore it for hours on end. 
Then, they will hit the set 
line that’s hanging from 
the upstairs landing but, 
by the time I race over 
when the flag pops, the cat 
will be gone. 

If you do actually catch 
a cat, have one member of 
your family take a blurry 
photo of you and the cat. 
To simulate it properly, 
it is imperative that the 

photo is composed so your 
face is not in it. 

If you do this for hours 
on end with every door 
and window in the house 
wide open, you’ll start ac-
climatizing yourself to the 
upcoming season – but 
only if you soak the bottom 
half of your snow pants, 
step into an open heating 
duct and lose one glove.

Oh, and if you target 
walleye, you need to do 

this in pitch black with a 
malfunctioning flashlight. 
It also wouldn’t hurt if you 
could convince one of your 
family members to charge 
at you with a million 
candle spotlight, and roar 
to simulate an oncoming 
snowmobile.

If you want even more 
realism in your prepara-
tion, buy live bait and spill 
the bucket, then scramble 
to get all the minnows 

back in the bucket, while 
dealing with the cats.

Of course, the mental 
preparation is even better. 

I do that by watch-
ing PBS documentaries. 
I can think of nothing 
that simulates the mind-
numbing boredom that 
accompanies a fishless day 
on the ice better, unless, of 
course, you actually want 
to do your taxes early.

In any case, if you do 

these simple exercises in 
the time between now and 
the first day of ice fishing, 
you will hit the ice running 
– which reminds me of 
the last exercise that you 
might want to consider – 
one that involves slipping 
on a banana peel. 

I would advise doing this 
no more than two or three 
times an hour and if you 
can work this into running 
for a flag that the cat has 

set off, so much the better.
I understand all this 

might sound a bit extreme 
but ice fishing is mentally 
and physically taxing and 
anything to give you the 
edge can’t be all bad. 

Next week, we’ll talk 
about how you can simu-
late late-season fly fishing 
by standing in waders in a 
tub filled with frigid water, 
while tangled in fly line 
under a cold shower.

GALEA: It’s important to be both physically and psychologically prepared for ice-fishing season
FROM | 9
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Weekend serves 
up a pair of losses 
to Wellesley
Lackluster play in Ayr leads to 8-1 
final, but Jacks show more life in Paris 
matchup before dropping 6-5 decision

WHITNEY NEILSON team goes through at some 
point in the season. The 
key will be to work through 
it quickly.

“Even the games we’ve 
won in say the last two, 
three weeks, they’re sloppy. 
There’s a lot of mental 
mistakes right now. It’s all 
about being focused and 
ready to play every night,” 
Gerber said.

Ayr recently re-signed 
Cash Seraphim, formerly 
from the Elmira Sugar 
Kings. He played for Ayr 
last season. They also re-
cently acquired Waterloo 
Siskins captain Luke Gaz-
zola and Junior A player 
Hudson Michaelis. With a 
team stacked with players 
experienced at playing one 
and two levels above Ju-
nior C, it’s not going to be 
an easy road ahead for the 
rest of the league.

“It’s pretty hard to com-
pete against that when 
we can’t attract players to 
Wellesley the way they can 
attract players to Ayr,” Ger-
ber said.

That’s not to say the 
Jacks aren’t also working 
on their own roster moves, 
though.

“I’m not going to say we 
can’t beat them, but they 
just got a lot tougher. It’s 
going to be hard,” Gerber 
said.

On Saturday night in Par-
is, the Jacks came closer to 
coming out with a win, but 
weren’t able to overcome 
the Merchants, finishing 
on the wrong side of a 6-5 
decision.

Spencer Brick put 
Wellesley on the board 
early in the first, assisted 
by Mercier and Uttley. Joel 
Penticost returned the fa-
vour for Paris, unassisted 
to finish the period 1-1.

MATCHED AGAINST THE 
TOP teams in the league, 
the Wellesley Applejacks 
found themselves down 
and out twice this week-
end as they dropped both 
games.

In Ayr on Thursday, the 
Jacks only managed one 
goal against the Centenni-
als. Alex Uttley scored for 
Wellesley on a power play 
in the second period, as-
sisted by Shaun Pickering 
and Nick Mercier. Ayr had 
a much better night of it, 
however, winning 8-1.

Ayr goals came from 
Quinn Diamond and Matt 
Patton in the first, Zachary 
Masterson twice and Hud-
son Michaelis in the sec-
ond, and Masterson, Riley 
Clipper and Mitch Klie in 
the third. Centennials pick-
ing up assists were Noah 
Monteiro, Michaelis, John 
Nay, Cole Cummings, Eric 
Uba (2), Klie (2), Connor 
MacLean, Cash Seraphim, 
Mackenzie Kemp, Rob 
Grant, Zach Edwards and 
Masterson.

The Jacks spent 22 min-
utes shorthanded on seven 
penalties. Goalie Ryan Her-
gott saved 34 of 42 shots. 
Ayr goalie Jackson Swind-
ells stopped 27 of 28 shots 
on net.

Head coach Brad Gerber 
said probably only three 
or four Jacks gave 100 per 
cent that game.

“Thursday night we had 
just way too many pas-
sengers. We didn’t have 
enough guys competing. 
We didn’t show up to play 
the game and it was very 
disappointing as far as the 
coaching staff and I think 
even for the guys,” Gerber 
said.

He said they’re in a bit of 
a lull right now, like every 

The EDSS boys’ hockey team defeated Forest Heights Collegiate Institute 5-3 on Dec. 1 in Elmira. Here, Cade Schaus scores for Elmira. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

EDSS boys’ hockey squad splits a pair to start the season

JUST STARTING THEIR 
SEASON last week with two 
home games, the EDSS 
boys’ hockey team has 
opened with a win and a 
loss.

At home on Dec. 1 the 
Lancers defeated Forest 
Heights Collegiate Insti-
tute 5-3. Elmira goals came 
from Alex Turchan, Tyson 
Bolender, Cade Schaus, 
Colby Bond and Tyler Mar-
tin.

Last year the Elmira 
team made it to the playoff 
game before the quarterfi-
nals which is an elimina-
tion to see who gets into 
the quarterfinals. They 
ended up losing to Preston 
High School.

It’s very early in the sea-
son but coach Dave Mun-
roe is expecting the team to 
build from last year.

“It was the first game 
of the year, so obviously 
there’s still lots to work on. 
But overall I thought they 
played pretty well. Again, 
we only had two practices 
with our full team after 
making our cuts to really 
go over anything. So for the 
most part I thought they 
played pretty well,” Mun-
roe said.

About 30 players came 
out to tryouts, which were 
cut down to 17 to make the 
team. Munroe notes that’s 
the worst part of coaching.

The team is made of a 
few returning players, but 
there are a lot of new faces 
on the bench.

WHITNEY NEILSON

“Overall it’s actually a 
relatively old team this 
year. So rookies, but a lot 
of fifth-year guys that may 
have played in Woolwich 
last year but now they’d be 
the Juvenile age so they’re 
eligible to play high school 
hockey,” Munroe said.

He thinks the experience 
should help the team fare 
well against other teams 
with younger players. He 
also says goalie Connor 
Duench will be a great as-
set to the team. Duench 
played up with the Elmira 
Sugar Kings for two games.

“He played up with them 
prior to the season and 
that’s the thing, once the 
season starts he’s not able 
to play up with them any-
more. But their other goalie 
came back and he’s play-
ing Juvenile which makes 
him eligible to play high 
school hockey. He decided 
again to come out for our 

team, so that’ll help a lot 
because he’s definitely one 
of the better goalies in the 
league,” Munroe said.

He says they’ll lean 
heavily on him in net this 
year. He notes defenseman 
Colby Bond has experience 
playing AAA hockey and 
will be somebody they’ll 
rely on in the back end. 
And a handful of their fifth 
year forwards should be 
tough to play against due to 
their size and speed.

At practice this week 
they’ve been getting used 
to their systems and play-
ing with new teammates.

“Just working on some 
things like the forecheck 
and D zone where they’re 
supposed to be and sup-
porting the puck, and 
things like that. A lot of 
the skills are already there 
with guys, especially this 
age. It’s more making sure 
everybody’s on the same 

page with the power play 
we want to run or the PK or 
the forecheck, things like 
that,” Munroe said.

The team lost a close one 
2-1 to Sir John A. Macdon-
ald Secondary School at 
the WMC on Dec. 6. Jake 
Lewis scored for Elmira. 
They’re off to face Huron 
Heights Secondary School 
today, Dec. 8, followed by 
Bluevale Collegiate Insti-
tute on Dec. 13 and Preston 
High School on Dec. 15. 
Their next home game is 
Dec. 20 versus Waterloo 
Collegiate Institute at 2:30 
at the Dan Snyder Arena. 

Munroe said a realistic 
goal for the team is to fin-
ish top-three in WCSSAA 
this season.

“I think as long as things 
go well throughout the sea-
son that we should be able 
to make it hopefully to the 
semifinals, and the finals at 
the end of the year.”

PEEWEE SQUAD FINALISTS AT KITCHENER TOURNEY

The Woolwich Wild Peewee BB 
girls were Kitchener Fallfest 
gold medal finalists on Nov. 27.  
Front row: Makenna Mclaughlin, 
Teesha Weber, Chloe Hislop, 
Avery Leech. Back row: Tanis 
Uhrig, Krista Bentley, Braelyn 
Macpherson, Haylee Clemmer, 
Paige Woods, Payton Ravelle, 
Jane Hinsperger, Jocelyn 
Pickard, Faith Katsube, Carly 
Bauman, Mackenzie Koenig. 
Coaches: Lisa Bauman, Rod 
Bauman, Bob Clemmer, Don 
Pickard. [SUBMITTED]
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A power play opportu-
nity proved fruitful for Lu-
cas Spence in the second, 
giving Wellesley the lead 
again. Jordan Hoekstra 
was the helper. Two goals 
from Paris’ Ethan Hebel 
(Penticost) and Rickard 
Brooks (Griffin Heitshu, 
Brett Wilson) gave Paris the 
lead heading into the third, 
despite a Wellesley power 
play goal from Hoekstra 
(Shaun Pickering, Spence).

The final frame was filled 
with back and forth play as 
Penticost scored his second 
of the night for Paris, as-
sisted by Wilson.

Uttley tied the game for 
the Jacks, with help from 
Hoekstra and Spence while 
Paris was shorthanded 
with Davis McLean out for 
slashing.

Paris’ Mikael Ruffini 
(Richard Brooks, Heitshu) 
and Wilson (Cripps) scored 
twice in the last two min-
utes of play, the second 
coming as Wellesley pulled 
goalie Ryan Porter to add 
an attacker. Greg Huber 
put the puck in Paris’ net 
with 12 seconds to go, as-
sisted by Nathan Schlupp 
and Nick Palmer, but there 
wasn’t enough time to 
even the score and take the 
game into overtime.

Both teams found them-
selves out on penalties 
for much of the game. 
Wellesley accumulated 54 
minutes on 15 infractions 
to Paris’ 48 minutes for 16 
infractions.

Gerber and the rest of the 
coaching staff were much 
happier with the team’s 
level of play.

“Paris obviously is a good 
team as well. They’re ahead 
of us in the standings for 
second place. We went into 
that game thinking it was a 
four-point game, which it 
was and the guys respond-
ed. We had a complete ef-
fort. The guys battled. It’s 
one of those things again 
when you’re in these little 
slumps, the puck doesn’t 
want to go in for you and 
it kind of bounces for the 
other team it seems,” Ger-
ber said.

Despite the lackluster 
weekend, he says they’re 
looking forward to this 
weekend and more home 
games on the horizon.

The Jacks are in New 
Hamburg on Dec. 9 for an 
8:30 p.m. game against the 
Firebirds. They’re back 
home at the Wellesley are-
na for a 2 p.m. start against 
the Tavistock Braves on 
Dec. 11.

JACKS: Team 
looks to get 
back on track 
this weekend
FROM | 11

Senior girls 
gaining 
momentum 
as volleyball 
season rolls on

LIZ BEVAN

WITH A 2-1 START to the 
volleyball season, the EDSS 
senior girls are hoping to 
keep up with their forward 
momentum. 

It was a slow start to the 
regular season on Nov. 
29, when the lady Lancers 
dropped three out of four 
sets (25-19, 19-25, 13-25, 
17-25). They redeemed 
themselves later last week, 
however, with a sweep of 
Eastwood Collegiate Insti-
tute on home court in three 
straight sets (25-14, 25-17, 
25-17).

On Tuesday night, the 
senior girls Lancers put 
another win on their record 
with a three-set win against 
Southwood Secondary 
School (25-14, 25-23, 25-17).

Coach Melanie Austin 
says she can’t wait to see 
more from the girls on the 
court. 

“We have a very strong 
team this year, however 
we play in a very tough 
league,” she said. “But, 
we have faith that, and 
we hope that, we will be 
somewhere in the top-four. 
There are 16 teams in the 
league.”

The season is barely 
underway, but Austin says 
the team already has things 
they need to work on, add-
ing to their strengths. 

“We are working on 
catching up the Grade 
11s with positioning and 
sharpening up some skills. 
We want blocking to be our 
game, and then of course 
aggressive serving,” she 
said. “One of our strengths 
is actually aggressive serv-
ing, and power hits. But, 
we still hope to become a 
dominant blocking team.”

The team is pretty evenly 
split between Grade 11 and 
Grade 12 players, and in 

their last game, everyone 
played. 

“We dominated that 
game. Everybody was on 
the court at different times 
throughout the game,” she 

said. “We all contributed 
to the win, which is some-
thing that we would love to 
do every single time, and I 
think that we have the tal-
ent to do so as well.”

The team plays regular 
season games every Tues-
day and Thursday. They 
will be facing Bluevale Col-
legiate Institute this after-
noon (Dec. 8).

EDSS junior girls’ volleyball squad perfect through first three games
LIZ BEVAN

THREE GAMES INTO THE 
regular season the junior 
girls’ volleyball team hasn’t 
lost a single set. 

First up on the chopping 
block, Huron Heights Sec-
ondary School. On Nov. 29, 
EDSS won three sets in a 
row, 25-13, 25-18, 25-17.

On Dec. 1, Eastwood Col-
legiate Institute fell to the 
lady Lancers in three sets, 
and coach Alex Derma says 
it was no contest. 

“They were a weak team, 
so it is hard to gauge the 
team talent,” he said, add-
ing that even with the easy 
win, the matchup prepared 
for the rest of the season. 
“It was a quick game, but 
it helps us get our depth 
going really quickly which 
is going to help us against 
the big teams that we are 
going to be playing after 
Christmas.” 

Tuesday night saw 
another big win for the 
girls, bumping, serving 
and blocking their way to 
another three-set sweep, 
although this game was a 
little bit closer (25-20, 25-
14, 25-21).

With their on-fire start to 

the year, Derma says he has 
high hopes for the rest of 
the year. 

“To be honest, finishing 
high is the goal as long as 
we see it in the team and 
easily for us. Top four is 
feasible,” he said. “It will 
be nice to see where we go 
from there because I think 
we have some high-level po-
tential to move further. Try-

ing to get the girls focused, 
just one game at a time. The 
next game is the one that 
matters. It is harder when 
we have really good oppo-
nents ahead of us, and we 
are still learning.”

The team is made up of 
a pretty much even split 
between Grade 9 and Grade 
10 girls, and with some new 
faces on the roster, Derma 

and the rest of the coaching 
staff has some work to do. 

“This is the first year 
that we don’t have any club 
players in Grade 9, so they 
haven’t played at this level 
before. It is about teaching 
them the rules, the basics 
and the special little things 
they didn’t know before or 
don’t necessarily learn in 
gym class. Skill develop-

ment takes the longest, 
and court awareness is the 
hardest. We are trying to get 
them in as much as we can.”

The experienced Grade 
10 girls will have a busy 
and hard season ahead of 
them.

“We have about four 
returning Grade 10s right 
now and a lot of them come 
with a lot of experience 
from last year and three 
of them play club or have 
played club volleyball,” he 
said. “They are very, very 
good. I think those three 
are potentially the best in 
the league. Two are centers 
and one is a power. They 
stand out. They are going 
to be asked to carry the 
load a bit this year and see 
where we go with it.”

The rest of the season 
will present a bit of a chal-
lenge for the girls, with the 
more competitive teams 
on the schedule after the 
Christmas break, Derma or-
ganized exhibition games 
and two tournaments to get 
the team familiar with the 
game. 

The team’s next game is 
against Bluevale Collegiate 
Institute this afternoon 
(Dec. 8).

After losing their first game of the season, the senior girls’ volleyball team is on a roll, winning their last two in three-set sweeps. Today, 
they travel to Waterloo to face Bluevale Collegiate Institute. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

The junior girls’ volleyball team is off to a hot start, currently sitting undefeated in the regular season after three games. The team goes up 
against Bluevale CI this afternoon. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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ELMIRA
INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

SAT. DEC. 10 @ 12:30pm - 3:00pm
Bauman Machine & Tool (First & Industrial Dr.)

$35$40
20LB BOX20LB BOX

www.indianriverdirect.com

Florida 
Seedless 
Navel Oranges

Florida 
Ruby Red 
Grapefruit

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

SPECIAL GUESTS:
St. James Lutheran & Trinity United Choirs

Proceeds to support St. James Building Restoration Work.
Refreshments and Christmas Bake Sale hosted by St. James Youth.

Liona Boyd in Concert 
Accompanied by Andrew Dolson
Sunday Dec. 11, 2016  |  2:30 pm
St. James Lutheran Church, 
Arthur & Wyatt Streets, Elmira

TICKETS:
$35 Adult • $30 Senior
$25 Child/Student
Available at: Eventbrite.ca, 
The Window Box - 8 Arthur St. South, 
St. James Church Office (mornings) 

Christmas Concert in Elmira

275 Church St W        519-669-5453

From   the staff and families of 
Premier Equipment.

Wishing you all the best 
this season and a happy, 

prosperous new year! 

IElmira  

Your Purchase or other 
discounts with Peel to

Reveal Savings! 

WIN
   premierequipment.ca

KINGS: Even 
with wins, 
now chasing 
the Cyclones
FROM | 9

our guys play well too I 
think. Guys like Biles and 
Bruce if they’re skating 
they can get on the fore-
check,” Canal said.

Those familiar with the 
Kings roster will have no-
ticed one face missing this 
weekend. Blair Butchart 
has decided to return to his 
Junior C team, the Mount 
Forest Patriots. The Kings 
now have seven defense-
men and 12 forwards.

The Sugar Kings have 
moved down to second 
place in the Midwestern 
Conference. They’re now 
behind the Listowel Cy-
clones by three points. Lis-
towel (23-2-0) has lost only 
two games this season to 
Elmira’s five (22-5-1).

The Kings are off until 
Sunday. They’ll face the 
last place Brantford 99ers 
at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre for a 2 p.m. puck 
drop.

Coach likes what she sees as season gets going for EDSS swim team 

WITH TWO MEETS UNDER 
its belt, the Elmira District 
Secondary School swim 
team is already seeing 
improvements early in the 
season.

Coach Pam Germann 
says last season was suc-
cessful for the team with 
several swimmers mak-
ing it to CWOSSA and one 
swimmer, Jordan Shantz, 
going on to OFSAA. Shantz 
has since graduated.

This year’s team is 
roughly half veterans and 
half rookies.

“The first two meets 
have gone really well. We 
have a lot of new swimmers 
coming in, so our veteran 
swimmers are trying to 
show them the ropes and 
get used to how our meets 
are set up and things like 
that. We’re really working 
as a team to make sure ev-
eryone feels comfortable 
and can just swim their 
very best races they can,” 
Germann said.

EDSS has hosted two 
meets so far at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre and will 
host one more today (Dec. 
8) at 3 p.m. They’ll head to 
Forest Heights Collegiate In-
stitute for a meet on Dec. 15 
and then WCSSAA is being 
held Dec. 20 at the Wilmot 
Recreation Centre.

“With the maxi meets 
we’re doing right now, 
we’re not really looking at 
placements, we’re really 
just trying to get seed times 
for our WCSSAA meet that 
will be on Dec. 20. So as 
much as you’re racing the 
person beside you, some-
times there are mixed heats 

and things like that, and 
we don’t necessarily take 
down all of the times. The 
coaches just get the times 
and then they can use 
that to help improve their 
swimming,” Germann said.

Each student picks up to 
three individual events to 
participate in, 50 metres, 
100 metres, 200 metres 
and 400 metres of many of 
the strokes – butterfly, back 
crawl, breast stroke and 
freestyle. There is also indi-
vidual medley and various 
relays.

She says this year there 
are a lot of individual goals. 

Each of the swimmers gets 
their times back from the 
meets and then they focus 
on improving them based 
on the qualifying times for 
CWOSSA and OFSAA.

“I think one of the things 
we’re going to be working 
on is turns and our dive 
starts. A lot of the people 
are feeling like their turns 
have good technique, but 
they just aren’t very quick. 
So we’re going to work on 
speeding those up and 
making sure we just have 
a mental focus of trying 
to push yourself as hard 
as you can, what types of 

things can you think about 
while you’re swimming to 
make sure that you’re pull-
ing as much water as you 
can or using all the tech-
niques we talk about.”

She says many swim-
mers have already im-
proved their times in the 
first two meets from last 
year’s results, by one or 
two seconds, which is good 
for swimming since just 
shaving off hundreds of 
seconds is seen as improve-
ment. 

Germann notes many of 
the students are lifeguards, 
enjoy swimming recre-

ationally or have swam 
competitively before. They 
have two in-pool practices, 
a dry-land practice and a 
meet every week.

“It’s something they’re 
excited about doing 
because some of them 
have given that up as an 
extracurricular outside 
of school, but they can 
continue doing it inside 
school. And also it’s an 
individual sport and the 
practice schedules are a 
little bit more flexible than 
some of the other team 
sports. It gives people an 
opportunity to participate 

in something, a sport at 
school that they can feel 
successful with and feel 
like a part of our Lancer 
community, without neces-
sarily having to dedicate 
every night of the week to 
their sport,” Germann said.

Their last home meet is 
today, Dec. 8, at the WMC 
with heats starting at 3:15 
p.m. after a quick warm up 
and running until 5 p.m.

WHITNEY NEILSON

The EDSS swim team hosted their second meet on Dec. 1 with visiting schools, Kitchener Collegiate Institute and Southwood Secondary School at the Woolwich Memorial Centre. Their third 
and final home meet is today, Dec. 8, at the WMC. Coach Pam Germann says she’s already seeing speed improvements in the swimmers. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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ST. JACOBS Corner of Sawmill Rd. & HWY. #86
519-664-2400

ST. JACOBS Corner of Sawmill Rd. & HWY. #86
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Visit us Visit us for Somefor Some
TASTY TASTY 
GIFTS!GIFTS!

Visit us for Some
TASTY 
GIFTS!

Hours: M-F 9-6, SAT 9-5  ✦  83A Arthur St. S, Elmira  ✦  www.neverenoughthyme.ca  ✦  519-669-0374

APPETIZERSAPPETIZERS
DINNERS     DESSERTSDINNERS     DESSERTS

APPETIZERS
DINNERS     DESSERTSDINNERS     DESSERTSDINNERS     DESSERTSDINNERS     DESSERTS

Hours: M-F 9-6, SAT 9-5  ✦ 83A Arthur St. S, Elmira  

Never Enough Thyme 
Catering Inc. was created 
with one thought in mind… 

to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, 
specialty cakes and 

catering. BUY 1 ITEM SAVE 10%
   BUY 2 ITEMS SAVE 15%
      BUY 3 ITEMS SAVE 20%

C H R I S T M A S  S T O R E  H O U R S :   M O N  -  W E D  9 - 6   |   T H U R S  -  F R I  9 - 7   |   S A T U R D A Y  9 - 5

M E N ’ S  C L O T H I E R  |  1 8  -  2 4  A R T H U R  S T R E E T  S .  |  5 1 9 - 6 6 9 - 11 5 2

W.C.  BROWN AND SONS

CHRISTMAS SALE

Brand Name Clothing 
Suits, Sport Jackets, Ties, 
Shirts, Pants, Sweaters, 

Reversible Casual Sweaters, 
Jeans, Wool & Leather 

Coats & Jackets, Flannel 
Pajamas, Socks, Underwear 

and Much More! 
Sizes Small to 3XLarge

BrownsMenswear.com

*Applies to regular priced merchandise. 
Some exclusions apply. UNTIL CHRISTMAS

40 Eldale Rd., Elmira | 519.669.1652    www.elmiragolfclub.com

Gift Cards &
NEW 2017

Golf Merchandise
& Equipment

50%
OFF

up
to

2016 Merchandise 
ON CLEAROUT

PAY 25% 
Prior to Dec. 23rd 

& SAVE 5%

NEW 2017 Golf 
Memberships

GOLF SHOP HOURS: 
December 1st to 23rd
Tuesday – Thursday 10am to 5pm
Friday & Saturday 10pm to 2pm

SAVE 5%

SHOP LOCAL & $AVE! The Grill on the Green Open Year Round!

21 Wellington Street, Drayton
800 250 8750    www.mornington.ca

Great stocking stuffers!

BOGO

Items may not be exactly as shown.  See store for details.  O�er ends December 31, 2016.  Second item must be of equal or less value of �rst item.

800 250 8750    www.mornington.ca

BOGOBOGOBOGOBOGOBOGOBOGO
Buy one,  
get one FREE!

Putting a Wrap
  on Christmas! Look to the Observer’s Gift Ideas guide to fi nd 

the perfect gift from a great local business!

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT
GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS?

2016 Observer Gift Ideas
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FIELD
NOTES

VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTSCONSUMERISM / GOING DIGITAL

Shoppers increasingly keen
to embrace online options

THE ALLURE OF FELLING a 
tree is resonating with con-
sumers. 

In most parts of Canada, 
nearly a decade is needed 
to grow a Christmas tree. 
But as the holiday season 
approaches, they’re being 
snapped up in minutes, 
especially in the cut-your-
own sections of tree farms.

For consumers, the an-
nual Christmas tree trek 
began in earnest this week, 
the busiest week for Christ-
mas tree farmers.

In fact, Christmas tree 
cutting, buying and hauling 
this week sparked the prov-
ince in 2015 to proclaim the 
first Saturday of December 
each year as Christmas Tree 
Day. The province holds a 
recognition event to bring 
the day some added profile, 
and this year Chickadee 
Christmas Trees near Cam-
bridge was the chosen site. 

Alison McCrindle, co-
owner of the farm with Joe 
Wareham, says the you-cut 
business on their operation 
is drawing more and more 
visitors.

“People are very keen 
to do it, to have the whole 
family experience of getting 
out into the country, going 

Christmas 
tree cutting 
in full 
swing for 
the holiday

ROBERTS | 16

Whether for convenience, selection, price – or simply to avoid the crowds at the mall – more 
Canadians are following the States’ lead in using technology, says Wilfrid Laurier prof.

SHOPPING | 16

Full colour photo of your 
little one published in the  
January 12, 2017 edition.

BOOK EARLY!

ads@woolwichobserver.com

Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  Town
Parents Names

+hst
$40

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2016
Monday, January 9, 2017

Deadline for
submission & payment

Email photos & caption 
information to: 

Martin Lewis Confectionery in Elmira recently added online shopping just in time for the holidays, in addition to their downtown storefront. Canadian consumers are increasingly shopping online, 
as well as on their smart phones. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

keep the customers,” Qiu 
explained.

Martin Lewis Confec-
tionery owner Stephanie 
Kazdan recently added 
online shopping to her 
website, in addition to her 
downtown Elmira shop, 
which sells a variety of 
sweets and treats, many 
of which are made locally 
or are unique, hard to find 

items.
Adding online shopping 

was always part of the plan 
when she opened the store. 
She’s busy updating the 
website as new products 
come in every week in time 
for the holidays.

“I think a lot more people 
are shopping online, so it’s 
just to give them that op-
tion so you don’t miss out,” 

Kazdan explained.
Her first online order ac-

tually came from a woman 
in the U.S. who was order-
ing a gift for someone who 
lives in Perth for a “Secret 
Santa” gift exchange.

The online shopping por-
tion of her website is still 
new, so she’s working to 
promote it, especially with 
Christmas right around the 

corner.
“The nice thing too is 

there are some premade 
gift baskets or you can go 
through and make your 
own with products from 
the store,” Kazdan said.

According to Canadian 
market research company 
Ipsos, 84 per cent of Cana-

IT’S THE MOST WONDER-
FUL time of the year, right? 
Maybe not if you’ve spent 
any time in a mall lately. 

There’s probably a good 
reason more shoppers are 
making the switch to on-
line shopping.

Martin Qiu, an assistant 
professor of marketing at 
Wilfrid Laurier University, 
says the online shopping 
trend is only continuing 
to grow in Canada. And 
mobile shopping – shop-
ping from smart phone de-
vices – is quickly gathering 
steam as well.

“We’re seeing more peo-
ple switch to the Internet 
for shopping, a little bit late 
in terms of online shop-
ping than Americans. But 
Canadians are catching up. 
So they spend more money 
doing online shopping,” 
Qiu said.

Naturally this affects the 
offline sales at convention-
al stores. He says another 
trend we’re seeing is stores 
that have their own online 
stores attracting customers 
to do the shopping within 
the physical business. 
Many stores also now offer 
online shopping that can 
be picked up in store rather 
than waiting for it to be 
shipped to your house.

“They’re trying to coor-
dinate the online channel 
with the offline channel 
to maintain customers, to 

WHITNEY NEILSON
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to a Christmas tree farm 
and taking home a tree they 
cut themselves,” she says.

Chickadee, which started 
planting trees in 1998, is a 
10-acre mid-size family-
run operation. Provincial 
politicians participating in 
the kick-off at the pictur-
esque farm, located within 
a maple forest, extolled the 
virtues of Christmas tree 
operations like Chickadee.

“Christmas trees turn 
carbon dioxide into oxygen, 
provide jobs for people 
in our province and are a 
central part of many family 
homes during the Christ-
mas season,” said Kathryn 
McGarry, Minister of Natu-
ral Resources and Forestry.

Added minister of agri-
culture, food and rural af-
fairs Jeff Leal, “This holiday 
season, I encourage you to 
enjoy all of the great things 
Ontario has to offer, from 
our locally-grown Christ-
mas trees to our tasty food 
and beverages.”

Indeed, Christmas tree 
farming contributes to the 
fabulously varied cornu-
copia that is agriculture 

dians shopped online in 
2015.

Qiu expects that number 
to only go up. He says the 
wide adoption of mobile 
devices and online shop-
ping will only become 
more pervasive for people 
who are using their cell 
phones to do online shop-
ping because of mobile 
marketing. 

“They just download an 
app, they order things from 
their cell phone without 
using a computer. They can 
do it anywhere if they have 
data or Wifi,” Qiu said.

He has some tips for hol-
iday shoppers before they 
run out or log on in search 
of the next great deal. First 
of all, do your homework 
on the quality of the prod-
uct and the website you’re 
buying from.

“When you do online 
shopping if it’s a website 
you’ve never heard of, 
you should also do some 
research on the website, 
shipping policy, product 
return policy, so to avoid 
those unnecessary risks,” 
Qiu said.

The next thing to re-
search is the price. Find 
out whether it’s really a 
true discount by compar-
ing prices online. And also 
make sure the product is 
still eligible to be returned 
or exchanged. 

“Lower price does not 
mean I give up my right to 

and food in Ontario. About 
650 farmers here produce 
around one million trees 
per year, and replace as 
many. Sales hover just 
above $11 million. 

That’s appreciably small-
er than Canada’s Christmas 
tree leader, Nova Scotia, 
which is about five times 
the size of the Ontario in-
dustry, and exports tonnes 
of cut trees to the U.S.

Surprisingly, there were 
concerns this year in Nova 
Scotia, of all places, about 
exports causing shortages 
in the domestic supply. 
People everywhere, includ-
ing the U.S., are getting 
busy buying trees, and buy-
ing them early – it turns out 
the second busiest week for 
tree sales is actually the last 
week in November. 

That’s a surprise. I would 
have thought it was the 
week before Christmas, 
when last-minute tree 
shoppers scurry to take 
whatever’s left on the lot.

But like just other holi-
days (Hallowe’en comes 
to mind) for which people 
are gearing up earlier every 
year, so it goes with Christ-

return or exchange a prod-
uct, make sure those kinds 
of things are still there,” 
Qiu said.

He says everyone wants 
to be a savvy shopper, es-
pecially at this time of year, 
and a savvy shopper either 
buys an item because they 
need it or it makes them 
feel good. For a savvy shop-
per, a promotional price is 
not a reason to buy. 

“If it’s the big-ticket 
purchase, it’s more likely 
they’re going to do research 
because there’s more at 
stake,” Qiu said.

He suggests shoppers 
who find an item online 
that they’re unsure about 
go into the store and try the 
product, ask the employees 
any questions they have 
and then go back online to 
purchase it for cheaper.

He says people are also 

mas. And Christmas means 
trees. People are flocking to 
lots to get their trees early, 
eager to get into the holiday 
spirit and unwilling to wait 
to see what’s left. 

And when hundreds of 
thousands of Americans 
who import Canadian trees 
likewise shop early, the 
supply back home tightens 
appreciably. 

Now, for the industry, 
it’s a good problem to have, 
says Nova Scotia Christmas 
Tree Council executive di-
rector Sarah Weston.

“For the most part, any-
one in Nova Scotia who 
needs a tree can probably 
find one from somebody,” 
she says. “We cultivate our 
trees sustainably so there 
will be a healthy supply for 
sale each year. Shortages 
at home mostly mean that 
it was a good season and 
growers, producers, brokers 
and exporters got to sell 
out.”

A remedy? Cut your own. 
But Chickadee’s McCrindle 
says those are going fast, 
too. So if you’re still tree-
less, it’s time to pick up the 
pace.

more likely to do research 
online, but purchase in a 
physical store for items 
they’re not sure they will 
keep, for an easier return 
procedure. The same goes 
for heavy items that would 
cost an arm and a leg to 
ship, like a fridge.

Some stores are find-
ing mobile marketing has 
helped level the playing 
field when competing 
against online retailers. 
Something as simple as a 
$3 off coupon increases the 
likelihood of people shop-
ping at retailers who send 
out mobile deals, giving an 
edge to physical stores.

“Some companies in 
Toronto are testing apps 
they have on smart phones. 
If you park your car in a 
public parking space and 
you actually use your app 
to pay the parking fee, but 
when you’re using the app 
to pay your parking fee 
the company knows where 
you are and it’s a public 
parking space. So you park 
your car there, then you 
must do something, right? 
Errands or shopping or 
something. Usually there’s 
stores around, those stores 
now get an invitation that 
there’s a new customer. 
They can send you some-
thing to your smart phone, 
a coupon or something 
and you will be attracted 
by that, even if you have 
no intention to shop,” Qiu 
said.

ROBERTS: Tree sales starting earlier now

SHOPPING: Brick-and-mortar retailers boosting 
digital options to level the online playing field 
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FROM | 15ENTER TO WIN
Logo Design Contest

Submit your unique design theme for a

for the

Township of Wellesley
Please visit www.wellesley.ca

NEW LOGO

for complete design brief and submission details

2016/17

Township of Wellesley • 519-699-3946
4639 Lobsinger Line, R.R. #1, St. Clements ON, N0B 2M0 

DEADLINE
FAST APPROACHING

November 7th, 2016 to January 6th, 2017

Give the Gift
of HOME

Join Our
Match 

Challenge
Today!

$250,000
Challenge
New donations received 
by December 31 will be 
matched dollar-for-dollar. 
Help us raise a total of 
$500,000 by having your 
gift doubled!

Downtown Elmira
Being located in the core enriches residents’ 
lives while adding to the vibrancy of the area:

• Walking distance to retail businesses

• One block from bus stop

• Next to Woolwich Community Services

• Access to thrift shop and foodbank

A Place to Call HOME
This project enables people to stay in our 
community so they can maintain their existing 
relationships while developing new ones. 
It avoids placing our most vulnerable 
community members in situations of isolation.

Staying in Elmira also lessens the burden for 
families, knowing that their loved ones’ 
housing needs are being met locally.

Dan Driedger
Executive Director

ddriedger@mennohomes.com
226-476-2535

202 - 50 Kent Ave.
Kitchener ON, N2G 3R1 CRA # 86304 7015 R0001

www.mennohomes.com

Help us create new barrier-free affordable 
rental housing in Elmira. DONATE TODAY.

CONTAC T US TO DONATE:

Local fundraising 
committee members: 
Brad Martin, Naomi Freiburger, Dan Driedger, 
Vi Radcliffe, Grant Bauman, Linda Palmer, 
Ken Martin, Gloria Martin

Barrier free: 
• Accessible without steps 
• Elevator to all floors 
• Wide doors 
• Several units have step-in showers

WLU professor Martin Qiu says online 
shopping and mobile marketing are 
becoming more pervasive. SUBMITTED]
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550 Weber St. N., Waterloo                 519-884-7470
(South of the famous Waterloo Farmer’s Market 
and just off the Express Way)

When it comes to choosing a new vehicle, the most 
important decision may be who to buy it from and why.  
Management at Volkswagen Waterloo has developed sales 
and service standards that have allowed them to become a 
leader in the marketing and service of automotive products.
 This dealership has a history dating back to 1973 when 
known as Auto-Haus Waterloo.  After an ownership change 
in the mid nineties, the name was changed to Volkswagen 
Waterloo to signal a new beginning.  Today, this local 
business is overseen by an experienced management team 
led by General Manager David Krause. 
 Volkswagen Waterloo is an award winning business 
that was presented with the prestigious Wolfsbug Crest Club 
Award six years in a row.
 Volkswagen Waterloo carries the complete line of 
renowned VW models such as the New Beetle, New Beetle 
Classic, the affordable and spacious Passat, the elegant CC, 
Golf, Golf Sportwagen, Golf GTI, Jetta, Jetta Turbo Hybrid, 
the powerful Touareg SUV, and the ever-popular Tiguan mid-
size SUV.  
 During your visit and test drive at Volkswagen Waterloo, 
friendly and enthusiastic sales consultants will help guide you 
to make an informed decision based on knowledge of that 
new Volkswagen or VW Certified pre-owned vehicle which 
is fully inspected and guaranteed. Their pre-owned selection 
also includes other vehicle brands.  View their inventory 
online at www.vwwaterloo.com. You can also Like them on 
Facebook, follow on Twitter, view on Instagram.
 The service department at Volkswagen Waterloo is 
equipped with state-of-the-art equipment and employ factory 
trained technicians who remain current with the evolving 
technology.  Experienced service advisors on duty plus 
a customer shuttle in K-W, makes your experience more 
convenient.  Genuine VW parts maintain your vehicle’s 
original performance standards and carry a 20,000 km/1 year 
warranty.  They also service all other makes and models.
 Make Volkswagen Waterloo your one-stop dealer for all 
your automotive needs.

For All Your Home Comfort Needs

1080 Northfield Dr. E.                          519-206-0336
RR2 West Montrose               www.koebelhcm.com                                                   
koebelhcm@gmail.com
 Whether you recognize the importance of maintaining 
and regularly servicing the heating and cooling system in 
your home, or you may need an estimate on new systems, 
we suggest you contact the people at Koebel Heating, 
Cooling & Mechanical Inc. for solutions that work.
 The team at Koebel Heating, Cooling & Mechanical 
Inc. will help you choose a system that meets the specific 
heating and cooling demands of your home or workplace.
 A new high efficiency KeepRite natural gas furnace from 
Koebel Heating, Cooling & Mechanical Inc. has an annual 
fuel utilization efficiency (A.F.U.E.) of up to 98%, adding 
up to yearly fuel and hydro savings.  You can expect quiet 
performance and excellent 10-year parts limited warranty 
protection for added peace of mind. 
 Koebel Heating, Cooling & Mechanical Inc. are also 
experts in commercial HVAC equipment, duct work and 
ventilation, gas piping, boilers, scheduled filter and belt 
changes, thermostatic controls, and emergency service.
 Koebel Heating, Cooling & Mechanical Inc. installs 
Tankless/On-Demand Water Heaters by Navien and 
conventional water heaters by Rheem, humidifiers by 
Honeywell, programmable and Wi-Fi thermostats by Ecobee 
and Honeywell, and Air Purification systems.  
 They also offer rentals of water heaters, furnaces, air 
conditioners and more.
 Koebel Heating, Cooling & Mechanical Inc proudly 
service all makes and models of HVAC equipment, including 
furnaces, air conditioners, boilers, fireplaces, heat pumps, 
water heaters, etc.
 Koebel Heating, Cooling & Mechanical Inc. is owned 
and operated by Tim Koebel and co-owner Scott Smith 
who are assisted by a highly professional staff.  
 They operate Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm. Weekend 
and evening appointments are available. 
 Call today, visit them online at www.koebelhcm.com. 
Like them on Facebook, or read their Blog.  Book your 
heating maintenance today! 

Quality Cemetery Memorials at Affordable Prices

528 Victoria St. N., Kitchener              519-745-6136
Head Office
60 Mill St., Harriston                            519-338-2342
Also located in Cambridge and Guelph           
 Choosing a memorial design begins with telling a story. 
Superior Memorials can help you choose the memorial 
type, color, size, and shape that will most accurately tell the 
story of your loved one for generations to come. They use 
only the best granite to make their monuments, and grave 
markers. They employ some of the best craftsmen in the 
monument and engraving business to provide you with a 
granite memorial of the finest quality available today.
 Customer satisfaction, quality and growth are important 
at Superior Memorials.  The latest designs, colors and 
styles continue to be updated to enhance customer choice.  
Superior Memorials will go that extra mile to ensure 
customer satisfaction. Personalized hand etched artwork 
and sculpting is also done in-house.  
 This award-winning, full-service memorial specialist 
can provide in-house design, cutting, carving, polishing, 
sandblasting, delivery and installation.  Monument restoration 
and cleaning are available.  Other offerings include civic 
memorials, plus granite and stone signs andplaques, for 
home or business.
 Superior Memorials is a proudly Canadian, fourth 
generation family business established since 1924, and 
is guided by President John-Michael Weber accredited 
“Certified Master Memorialist” (CMM), who is assisted by a 
professional staff.     
 They are members of the (OMBA) Ontario Monument 
Builders Association and the (MBNA) Monument Builders 
of North America. Superior Memorials are also members 
of American Institute of Commemorative Art (AICA), which 
is invitation only, based on design and craftsmanship. Only 
five companies in Canada are qualified to be a member.  
Members of AICA believe in creating monuments, grave 
markers and mausoleums that tell a visual “Story In Stone”
 Call or stop in at any of their convenient locations. The 
staff invite you to browse the displays to see for yourself 
the difference quality can make.  You can also visit their 
website www.superiormemorials.com to learn more about 
this exceptional business.

Glass, Accessories, Protection, Detailing

363 Stirling Ave. S.                               519-744-9606
(Corner of Mill St.) Kitchener      www.uniglassplus.com
 Most vehicle owners take pride in the appearance of 
their vehicle and spend both time and money to keep them 
clean and shining like new.  Many professional used-car 
appraisers generally agree that if a car has been kept clean 
- buy it.
 UniglassPlus/Ziebart with over 500 locations worldwide 
is a leader in automotive aftermarket protection and 
care.  Their goal is to help keep your vehicle in the best 
possible condition and retain its value, safety, comfort and 
convenience.
 They offer a complete line of services to keep your 
investment looking great. CanCare’s UniglassPlus/Ziebart 
offers: interior and exterior renewal and detailing packages; 
fabric protection and leather treatment; Diamond Gloss paint 
protection and protective films; plus headlight restoration 
and paintless dent removal. 
 To preserve your vehicle from corrosion, there’s Ziebart 
Permanent Rust Protection with up to 10 year warranty, 
and Penetr-Oil® annual Dripless Oiling Process.  To protect 
underbody surfaces, they offer Undercoating or Underbody 
Sound Barrier. Ziebart® has protected tens of millions of 
vehicles from the harmful effects of corrosion for greater 
longevity.
 CanCare’s UniglassPlus/Ziebart provides windshield 
replacement, with trained installers using OEM-approved 
materials and procedures.  
 One service that has usefulness year round is windshield 
repairs. CanCare’s UniglassPlus/Ziebart who can fix the 
chip or crack in your windshield quickly and efficiently, getting 
you back on the road.  They also provide Aquapel treatment 
application on windshields that improves visibility during 
winter storms or heavy rain. Window tinting is also a good 
investment, blocking up to 99.9% of UVA and UVB rays, and 
keeping your vehicle up to 60% cooler in the summer.
 Call local owner Steve Strassburger and his staff today 
to arrange your appointment.  Gift Certificates are available 
and make the perfect gift this holiday season.

Elmira Auto 
Care Centre

A Truly Full Service Centre

63 Union St. Elmira                              519-669-8502
(Near First St.)                    www.elmiraautocare.ca
 Elmira Auto Care Centre is your local neighbourhood 
service centre that has qualified service technicians who are 
well known for their quality work and their honest reputation 
for being trustworthy.
 Today’s technicians have to be so much more than the 
just mechanics of yesteryear.  Consumers of this age want a 
garage to be competitive in rates, modern in scope, and big 
on integrity.  When you deal with Elmira Auto Care Centre 
for factory scheduled maintenance and repairs that require 
immediate expert attention, you are assured of licensed 
technicians who strive for being one of the best, and that’s 
all you can ask for.   
 With over 27 years of experience, local owner Phil 
Cloutier and his staff will explain technical data into terms 
that everyone can understand.  Phil and his staff will 
evaluate the exact needs of your vehicle, and advise you on 
the corrective measures or necessary parts replacement.
 Their numerous services includes electronic tune-ups, 
fuel injection work, lube-oil-filter service, climate control, 
brake work, exhausts, shocks & struts, M.T.O. safety 
inspections, plus, replacement batteries, tires,  belts, with 
professional towing available. 
 Their Non-Drip Rustproofing displaces moisture, offering 
outstanding coverage, and protection.
 As a NAPA AutoCare Centre this local business is 
staffed by licensed technicians providing diagnostic services 
and corrective repairs using NAPA Auto Parts, which 
offers a 12 month-20,000km peace of mind warranty, that 
meets O.E.M. specifications to fulfill new vehicle warranty 
requirements.
 The people at Elmira Auto Care Centre fully realize the 
inconvenience of motorists being without a vehicle.  Their 
goal is to provide prompt, fast, efficient service at a fair price 
to keep your vehicle on the road. 
 Get ready for the tough cold winter driving season ahead 
with a call or a visit to Elmira Auto Care Centre.

Serving the Region Faithfully Since 1981

696 Fairway Rd. S., Kitchener            519-894-0550
 When the time comes for you to buy new tires for your 
vehicle, choosing the right tires usually starts with choosing 
the right tire store.  
 Fowler Tire features the newest generation of special 
soft-compound winter tires with refined tread patterns 
that grip in the snow and on icy roads.  Some insurance 
companies now offer discounts to drivers using winter tires.
 All-season tires are really 3 season tires, as they lose 
their grip when temperatures drop below 7 degrees Celsius, 
particularly if less than half the tread is worn.  
 If you need new performance or winter tires for your 
passenger vehicle, SUV or light truck, Fowler Tire has 
knowledgeable product consultants who will guide you to 
make the right choices.  Choose from leading brands such as 
Firestone, Fuzion, and Bridgestone tires including BLIZZAK 
Studless Ice & Snow tires that feature a patented multicell 
compound that contains millions of microscopic pores to 
help grip ice without the use of studs. Fowler Tire also carry 
quality alloy wheels to give your vehicle a distinctive look.
  Dealing with flats, slow leaks, TPMS sensors (Tire 
Pressure Monitor Systems), plus wheel balancing is no 
problem.  Nitrogen tire filling is available to help deal with 
tire pressure fluctuations. 
 More than just tires, Fowler Tire can provide complete 
vehicle service: tune-ups, brake and exhaust work, shocks, 
struts, oil changes, climate control service, 4-wheel 
computerized wheel alignments, M.T.O. safety inspections, 
transmission maintenance, batteries, cooling system 
flushes, plus they sell truck accessories.   They also sell pre-
owned vehicles at competitive prices.
  Owner, Chris Tsegas and his friendly team at Fowler 
Tire will work one-on-one with you to ensure that each 
project is completed to your total satisfaction.  Drop by or call 
for your appointment, or visit them online at www.folwertire.
ca 
 When you call or stop into Fowler Tire mention that you 
saw this story in The Observer, and you’ll receive a FREE 
windshield scraper.

CanCare’s
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

How it all began for the classic tale
Lost & Found Theatre set to stage a new production of Charles Dickens Writes A Christmas Carol

LIZ BEVAN

A STORY OF REDEMPTION, 
transformation and the 
spirit of the holiday season, 
A Christmas Carol is a clas-
sic tale told thousands of 
times over. The story be-
hind the book and its au-
thor are the focus of a Lost 
& Found Theatre produc-
tion that opens next week.

In this season’s remount 
of last year’s successful 
production of Charles 
Dickens Writes A Christmas 
Carol, Lost & Found The-
atre has made some tweaks 
to the show, adding some 
new elements.

Spokesperson Hannah 
Ziss says this year’s run 
boasts some improve-
ments. 

“We can say with cer-
tainty that this is a better 
show than last year and 
we are really excited about 
that,” she said. “It is the 
same play, with the same 
director, and it is a lot of 
the same design, but we are 
always looking for ways to 
improve.”

The show takes the well-
known story of Ebenezer 
Scrooge, the Ghosts of 
Christmas Past, Present 
and Yet-to-come and Bob 
Cratchit and his fam-
ily. Published just before 
Christmas in 1843, the 
story was released at a 
time when Dickens was 
becoming disillusioned 
with the Industrial Revolu-
tion and the commercial-
ism it brought. Ziss says 
the play tells the story of 
Dickens while he is writ-
ing the story made to sway 
the masses back to the 
magic of Christmas rather 
than the materialism that 

plagues the holiday time 
these days. 

Transformation and gen-
erosity, as seen in Scrooge’s 
storyline, are ideas Ziss 
says she wants the audi-
ence to ruminate on dur-
ing, and after the show. 

“There is a reason why 
people have connected to 
this story for almost 200 
years. He is looking out at 
a London that was going 
through the changes of 
the Industrial Revolution, 
which brought so much of 
the way that we consume 
in today’s world,” she said. 
“He demonstrates such 

a universal sentiment 
through Scrooge’s loss of 
relationships and how we 
are always able to reclaim 
that. When people leave 
the show, they will feel a 
sense of hope about the 
world because of our abil-
ity to be reborn in the way 
that Scrooge is in this story. 
I think that it is easy to be 
cynical about the way the 
world is and the way that 
we are in the world and this 
story demonstrates that we 
have avenues to change. 
That is very exciting.”

Young actor Parker Mer-
lihan is part of the cast for 

the second year in a row, 
and Ziss says he is one of 
the only members who is 
playing very different roles 
this time around. 

“Last year, Parker played 
young Scrooge, but this 
year he is far too tall and 
looks way older, so it is an 
interesting progression for 
Parker, playing a young 
boy in the story last year, to 
being a much more adult 
character. Now, he is play-
ing young Jacob Marley, 
who is a young adult, and 
the character of William 
in Christmas Future. He is 
also in the chorus of carol-

ers. He is a strong talent. It 
is very fun. Most of the oth-
er people that have come 
back have come back in 
the same roles, but Parker 
is one of the only that has 
come back in a different 
role. It has been exciting 
for him to experience the 
show in a new context.”

Elmira Theatre Company 
member Deb Deckert is 
also onboard as the show’s 
assistant director, part of 
Lost & Found Theatre’s 
professional mentorship 
program. 

The show will be per-
formed for region audi-

Vince Carlin plays Ebenezer Scrooge in Charles Dickens Writes A Christmas Carol, which begins its run Dec. 14  at the Conrad Centre for the Performing Arts in Kitchener.  [SUBMITTED]
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This Christmas,
give that

hard-to-fit person
a GIFT CERTIFICATE

519-669-3030 | info@footfoundation.ca | www.footfoundation.ca

Elmira, ON
11 Church St. E, This Christmas,

give that
hard-to-fit person

a GIFT CERTIFICATE

ences 12 times this year, 
starting on Dec. 14 at 7:30 
p.m. There are morning, 
matinee and evening show-
ings right up until Dec. 
23 at the Conrad Centre 
for the Performing Arts in 
Kitchener. 

Tickets are $18 for stu-
dents and $29 for adults. 
The Dec. 14 preview show-
ing has reduced prices at 
$22 for adults. They can be 
purchased by phone at 519-
896-2253, at the box office 
one hour before the perfor-
mance begins, or online at 
www.lostandfoundtheatre.
ca.
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20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

ADVANCE
MILLWRIGHTS INC.
ADVANCE
MILLWRIGHTS INC.
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SKILLED TRADESPEOPLE 

REQUIRED
Advance Millwrights Inc. is looking to fill new 
positions and add to our growing team! We are 
currently seeking individuals to fill the follow-
ing positions:

• 2nd& 3rd year Millwright 
Apprentices

• Licensed Millwrights 
(minimum 5 years’ experience)

• Millwright Foreman/Supervisors 
(minimum 5 years’ experience)

• Project Estimators/Managers 
(minimum 5 years’ experience)

• Mechanical Designers 
(minimum 5 years’ experience)

• Welder-Fitters 
(minimum 5 years’ experience)

More information: 
www.advancemillwrights.com

Submit resumes to: 
hr@advancemillwrights.com

No phone calls, please. Only candidates selected 
for an interview will be contacted.

Advance Millwrights Inc.
21 Howard Ave. Unit#3

Elmira, ON, N3B 2C9
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HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

PARADIGM TRUCKING
GROWING AGAIN!
• Full-Time AZ Company Driver 
• Part-Time/Casual Driver (some weekends and holidays)

We haul agricultural products across US and Canada with well maintained 
company trucks and trailers (hoppers and end dumps). 

Call: 519-638-3004
Fax: 519-638-3887   Email: shelly@paradigmtrucking.ca 

Submit Your Resume and Driver’s Abstract NOW!!!
www.paradigmtrucking.ca

We offer: 
•No Chains, No Tarps, Single Drops 
•EXCELLENT comprehensive benefit packages that start 

IMMEDIATELY upon hire

Qualifications:  
•VALID AZ LICENSE
•MOITVATED DRIVER (willing to train the right person)

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

ALLIS WD45 RC with cultiva-
tors - very good. Also 8’ disk 
and furrow plow and 8’ rear 
cultivator - all fast hitch. 
Spare WD for parts. Call 519-
429-1488 or 519-443-8481.

BUTCHER PIGS FOR Sale. Natu-
rally grown. David E.M. Martin, 
4635 Ament Line, RR#3, Wal-
lenstein, On. N0B 2S0

CUB CADETS - models 71, 
129, 149. For more informa-
tion call 519-669-7673.

LAMINATE - LOTS of in-
stock specials from .99 sf. 
Wellelsey Home Centre 
- Flooring Division, 2196 
Gerber Rd., Box 10, Welles-
ley, Ont. N0G 1A0. Phone 
519-656-3533.

MANY COLLECTIBLES, 
ARTWORK and Old and 
Newer Books. Selling 850+ 
items and much more. 
Searth “Linwood” to see my 
kijiji ads, using “view post-
er’s other ads”. 5150 Ament 
Line, Linwood (indoors) 
519-698-1018. Open most 
Fridays, Noon - 6pm or call 
for a personal viewing.

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. Temper-
pedic Memory Foam Mat-
tress, new, never used, in 
sealed bag. Like sleeping on 
a cloud. No pressure points. 
Bankruptcy sale $595, box 
spring $200 extra. Delivery 
available. 519-635-8737.

NATURAL GAS TUBE Heater. 
150,000 BTU. Brand new. 
$1000. Call 519-669-3839.

NEW ITEMS ADDED WEEKLY! 
Visit our 2nd floor clearance 
centre for mega deals. Back 
by popular demand- Dis-
count Thursday 25% off 
lowest ticketed price . Elmira 
Home Hardware. OPEN Mon 
- Fri 8 a.m. 8 p.m., Sat. 8 
a.m. - 6 p.m. & Sun. noon - 5 
p.m.

OVEN READY TURKEYS from 
18 - 32 lbs. Order now for 
pick up on Dec. 17th. Lloyd 
Martin 519-669-4753.

Nieuwland Feed is an independent family owned 
feed company serving Livestock producers in 

Ontario. We have an opening for:

Please send resumé and driver’s abstract to:
Scott Nieuwland at: Fax: 519-638-5221
 orEmail: Scott@nieuwlandfeed.com

We Require:
 Valid AZ/DZ license
 3 year Veri�able Experience
 Motivated Driver
 Team Player
We offer excellent competitive wages and bene�ts. 
We are willing to train the right person.

AZ/DZ Feed Truck Driver
Full-time & Part-time - Day Shift position
Monday thru Friday & Every 3rd Saturday

ONLY THOSE WE WISH TO INTERVIEW WILL BE CALLED.

We are a fast growing, service oriented 
locally based foundation waterproofing 
company, currently seeking individuals 

for Full & Part-Time positions

• Ability to work within a team and 
independently in an environment that is 
focused on customer service, quality 
and efficiency

• Effective time management skills, able 
to work well under pressure

• Valid and clean Class G driver’s license
• Aptitude for physically demanding work, 

heavy lifting will be required
• Previous concrete and or building 

experience considered an asset
• Training will be provided

• Hourly wage commensurate with 
experience, starting wage is $20.00 an 
hour for an experienced candidate

HELP WANTED

Skills & Qualifications:

Compensation:

Please email resume to: 
tklmartin@hotmail.com 
or fax to: 519-884-9052

Front Desk Receptionist
We are a busy Physiotherapy clinic in downtown Elmira 
looking for an individual to cover a part-time one year 
maternity leave. The position will start mid January 2017 with 
approx. 16-18 hrs/week, including 3 evenings a week. Our 
successful candidate will have a pleasant, welcoming 
personality, be organized with excellent communication skills 
(written & verbal) and a quick learner with basic office skills.

Please send your resume to:
elmira@sosphysiotherapy.ca

ALL BUTCHER SHOP EQUIPMENT 
including office furniture is 

being sold due to shop closure
Too many to list but a small sampling of items for sale include display 
units, cutting tables and shelving, stainless steel sinks, meat slicers 

and saws, Knud Simenson smoke house (with steam boiler and 
natural smoke generator, also dry and wet cook), freezers and coolers.  
To view the equipment or if you require more info, 
please contact Joseph Marini @ (519-546-6746).
Loads of other items, all clean and in working condition.

This part-time role is well suited to an empathetic Personal Support 
Worker, Health Care Aide or Developmental Service Worker who is ready 
to provide personal care, housekeeping and laundry services for senior 
adults, administer medication, as well as prepare food and handle dining 
room service. You have related experience, understand the needs of 
seniors, can follow written and verbal instructions, and are available to 
work nights and weekends. PSW/HCA/DSW certification is preferred.

Make our residents’ dining experience special in this part-time role. With 
your related experience in a retirement residence, a long-term care facility 
and/or the hospitality industry, you will provide catering services, set up 
and clean the dining room, serve meals in a gracious, friendly manner, and 
perform general kitchen duties. You have a Food Service Worker Certificate 
(180 hours completed), hold current First Aid and CPR certification, and can 
work days, evenings and weekends.

Please e-mail your resume, in confidence, to Valerie Goldrup,  
Director of Care, at goldrup@chartwell.com. To learn more, please visit  
www.chartwell.com.

All applicants must be legally entitled to work in Canada. As a condition of 
employment, a Criminal Record Search, which may include a vulnerable 
sector screen, will be required.
Thank you for your interest. Only candidates selected for an interview will be contacted. 
No phone calls, please.

Chartwell Elmira Long Term Care Residence, ELMIRA
If you are an energetic, co-operative team player, consider joining our 
welcoming and conveniently located long-term care residence in one of 
the following part-time opportunities.

Personal Support Worker (PSW)

Dietary Aide

Respect • Empathy • Service Excellence • Performance • Education • Commitment • Trust
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PUBLIC NOTICE

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED ADS - FROM PAGE 19

FOR SALE

RODGERS ELECTRIC KEY-
BOARD - very good. Tin-clad 
antique travel trunk - old. 
Roll-Away cot with foam 
mattress. Phone: 519-669-
3244 leave message.

SOFTNER SALT - 20kg bags, 
minimum 25 bags, skid 
lots of 56. Delivered in St. 
Jacobs, St. Clements, Elmira 
& Linwood areas. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, 
collectibles, horse related 
items, household goods & 
miscellaneous items, to be 
held at the K.W. Khaki Club, 
2939 Nafziger Rd 2 miles 
south of Wellesley, for The 
Late Jack & Donna Under-
wood, Kent Bridge & addi-
tions, on Saturday, December 
10th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

MULTIPLE ESTATE AND Con-
signment Auction of furni-
ture, appliances, toys, shop 
tools, chain saws. Auction 
to be held at #7213 Line 86 
Wallenstein, approx. 6 km 
west of Elmira. Saturday, 
December 17, 10:00 a.m. 
Gerald Bowman Auctions Ltd.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD YOUR 
source of quality slabwood 
and seasoned bodywood. 
All prices include delivery. 
No Sunday calls please. 519-
656-2057.

Skilled Tradespeople Required
Tri-Mach Group Inc. is looking to fill new 
positions and add to our growing team! We 
are currently seeking individuals to fill the 
following positions:

• Millwright Apprentices
• Licensed Millwrights

(minimum 5 years’ experience)
• Project Managers

(minimum 5 years’ experience)
• Mechanical Designers

(minimum 5 years’ experience)
For all positions: knowledge of HACCP and 
CFIA safety standards are considered a 
strong asset.
Tri-Mach Group Inc. is a dynamic and 
innovative multi-trade service provider for 
the food, beverage, and pharmaceutical 
industries. We are proud to be an equal-op-
portunity employer.

More information:
www.tri-mach.com/careers

Submit resumes to: 
resumes@tri-mach.com

No phone calls, please. Only candidates selected 
for an interview will be contacted.

Tri-Mach Group Inc.
23 Donway Court, Elmira, ON, N3B 0B1

FULL-TIME 
RECEPTIONIST NEEDED
Looking for a mature full-time receptionist for a 
busy rural veterinary clinic. The candidate must 
have great client service skills, polite phone 
manners and be prepared for any situation that 
walks through the door. The candidate must 
also be able to work a variety of hours including 
evenings and weekends.

If interested, please forward resume 
to rvtfred2015@gmail.com

150 Church St. W.,
Elmira, Ontario
519-669-5672

Providing Emergency and 
Preventative Health Care for your 
Horses, Pets and Farm Livestock

AUCTIONS

AUCTIONS

Furniture, Appliances, Toys, Shop 
Tools and Chainsaws

Sale to be held at 7213 Line 86 Wallenstein, 
approx. 6kms west of Elmira

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17 @ 10AM
Appliances - Wringer washer (like new), Maytag Sud-
saver washer (nice), twin tub washer spinner, frontload 
washer, electric dryers, mini fridge, microwaves, electric 
heaters and more.
Misc. Household - Salad Master w/cones, set of Arthur 
Maxwell bible story books (nice), Kenmore portable sew-
ing machine, Sunbeam mixer on stand, snap lid jars, wall 
clocks, trikes, bikes, hockey sticks, lots of ice skates, cut-
lery chests full, kids wooden picnic table, toboggan, good 
selection of die cast and plastic farm toys, bb gun w/
scope, crokinole boards, vacuum cleaners, kids rockers, 
new steam irons, tables full of household items.
Antiques - 6 nice swing mirror dressers, bonnet chest 
(nice), 3/4 beds complete, gingerbread clocks, man-
tle clocks, fainting couches, parlour tables, pressback 
chairs, extension tables, wash stands, tube stand, settee, 
treadle sewing machines and more.
Furniture - 3 pc light coloured waterfall bookcase dou-
ble size, bedroom set (nice), brown sofa, brown loveseat, 
oak rockers, Arborite table w/chairs, sewing machines 
in cabinets, of�ce chairs, �le cabinets, large wood of�ce 
desk, hammock, 5 pc cherry bedroom set, blue reclining 
chairs, drop leaf table, book shelves, wall units, magazine 
racks, blanket boxes and more.
Chainsaws - Stihl 360 quick cut, variety of good working 
chainsaws.
Shop Equipment - Metal storage cabinets, portable air 
compressors, stick welders, table saws, heavy duty drill 
press, �oor model tool boxes, industrial sewing machine, 
hydraulic jacks, pipe vice, grease guns, large advertising sign 
on wheels, 3 phase overhead chain hoists, 3 wagon loads 
of misc tools and farm support items, far too much to list.
Notes: The building is packed. We will be selling indoors 
with 2 auction rings all day. Lots of unlisted items. Lunch 
booth on site. Delivery available if needed. Preview is Friday 
from 1:30pm to 5pm and doors open Saturday at 8:45am.

MULTIPLE ESTATE 
& CONSIGNMENT 
AUCTION 

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Of�ce: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website:  
www.bowmanauctions.ca 

AUCTION
Monthly PUBLIC Vehicle

Sat Dec 10th 9:30 am

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

VIEWING: Friday Dec 9th, 2016, 1 pm to 4 pm
TERMS: $500 Cash Deposit on Each Vehicle, or as announced.

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

to be held at

Check Website for Daily Updates - PARTIAL LIST ONLY!!!
No Buyer’s Premium or Penalty!!!

Police, Municipal, Repo, Fleets & Others

4-2013 TAURUS Interceptor AWD’s 2-10/11 Grand CARAVAN’s 
2013 CHARGER Enforcer 2010 Ford E450 Handicap Bus
2012 Toyota CAMRY EX 2009 Chev Express 12 Pass Wgn
2012 Jeep LIBERYTY 4x4 3-06/08 Ford F150 XL Pickups
2010 Nissan MUNRO AWD 2-06/07 Ford F150 XL 4x4’s
4-09/10 CROWN VICTORIA’s 2-05/07 Chev Cargo/Cube Vans
2010 Hyundai ACCENT 4dr 2007 Ford E350 Diesel Amb
2008 Ford FUSION SEL 2004 Ford F550 Cube Truck 

2000 Freightliner FL120 C&C
98 IHC 4700/w 42’ Aerial Bucket

97 GMC C8500 Diesel Dump

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Winter Overnight Parking Ban 
Effective Dec. 1 – Mar. 31 

Township Roads 4:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Parking is permitted on the driveway apron, provided the sidewalk is not blocked. 
For more information, please contact the Township of Woolwich  at 519-669-6009.

PRACTICE MANAGER
Established in 1961, the Eldale Veterinary Clinic has been serving Elmira and the 
surrounding communities for just over 55 years.  For your dog or cat we provide 
veterinary services and routine veterinary care such as vaccinations, surgery, 
dental care, and preventative health programs.  

Our growing practice requires a Practice Manager to support operational and 
administrative excellence. Reporting to the Owners, you will oversee accounting, 
human resources, insurance, IT, inventory, scheduling, marketing and client 
communications and support client satisfaction. 

You will supervise a team of 20 support staff; including scheduling, performance 
management, discipline, termination, recruitment, and administration of 
employee benefits; 

You will have:

• Work experience in a veterinary practice preferred, including small 
and large animal care;

• Understanding of patient care best practices and procedures;

• Post-secondary education in Accounting or Business 
Administration preferred or equivalent experience; 

• Excellent knowledge and understanding of accounting practices; 

• Experience using standard accounting software as well as 
Microsoft Office products, including Excel, Word, and PowerPoint;

• Experience using Veterinary Practice management software 
beneficial; 

• Demonstrated leadership skills with experience supervising a 
team of staff;

We offer a competitive salary and benefits package. If you are interested in a 
challenging position working in a dynamic team environment please submit your 
resume and cover letter in confidence by January 15, 2017, via fax, e-mail or 
regular mail to:

Attention: Carrie Sharpin CHRL, 
Ward & Uptigrove Consulting & Human Resources  
Fax:  519-291-1850
E-mail: carries@w-u.on.ca

No phone calls please.  We thank all applicants for their interest; however only those 
candidates selected for an interview will be contacted.

Eldale Veterinary Clinic is dedicated to maintaining a respectful, fair and equitable work 
environment, and welcomes submissions from all qualified applicants.  The Eldale 

Veterinary Clinic is committed to providing a barrier free workplace.  If accommodation is 
required during the selection or interview process it will be available upon request.  This 

job posting is available in an accessible format upon request.

WELCOME 
TO THE NEW 
HOME FOR 
AREA-WIDE 
AUCTIONS.

FIND OUT ALL ABOUT 
THE LATEST SALE 

DATES EVERY WEEK.

WE SPECIALIZE IN 
GETTING THE WORD OUT!

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD TODAY! Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

FIND IT TODAY!
IN THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

100% 
LOCAL
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3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

MAKING A MOVE? WE CAN HELP!
FREEFREECall today and book a FREEFREEFREEFREECall today and book aCall today and book a

HOME EVALUATION
FREEFREEFREEFREECall today and book aCall today and book a

Thinking About Selling?

$416,900$416,900$416,900

Elmira - Order the finishes that you want in this 1555sqft. 
2-Storey, semi-detached Verdone home. MLS.
Elmira - Order the finishes that you want in this 1555sqft. 
2-Storey, semi-detached Verdone home. MLS.

SOLD

Kitchener - This 
n e w e r 
s e m i - d e t a c h e d 
home is move in 
ready! Open 
concept, 3 beds, 
3baths, 129 ft deep 
lot backing onto 
green space. Near 
all amenities! MLS.

$349,900$349,900$349,900$349,900 Elmira - Beautiful 
2-storey, 3 beds 3 
bath. All appliances 
incl. Fully-fenced 
yard, extra deep 
garage. MLS.

$385,000$385,000$385,000$385,000

ready! Open 
concept, 3 beds, 
3baths, 129 ft deep 
lot backing onto 
green space. Near 
all amenities! MLS.

$349,900$349,900$349,900$349,900$349,900$349,900

SOLD yard, extra deep 
garage. MLS.

$385,000$385,000$385,000$385,000$385,000$385,000

SOLD

Mount Forest - 
This 35 acre 
property features a 
mix of bush & wet 
areas. Great building 
site for future hobby 
farm, dream home, 
or perfect retreat 
location. MLS.

$198,000$198,000$198,000 Elmira - Beautiful 
large maple trees 
line the yard on this 
quiet corner lot. 
Updates-furnace, 
water softener, reverse 
osmosis, garage door, 
windows & granite 
counter top. MLS.

$389,000$389,000$389,000

Elmira - Choose your finishes in this 2 bedroom semi-detached 
bungalow. MLS.

$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900 $439,900$439,900$439,900$439,900$439,900

Drayton – Yet to be built bungalow. Pick your finishes & colors 
throughout the house. MLS.

$468,900$468,900Drayton – Yet 
to be built 
Foxwood-model 
2-storey. 2076 
sqft. Will build 
to suit. MLS.

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME MARKET EVALUATION.

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4

519-669-3192
“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.” www.YourFamilyTeam.ca“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.” www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

WOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

EXECUTIVE freehold town homes now under construction in Elmira. 

PRICES STARTING FROM $386,900. Bungalow and bungalow loft plans. 
Reserve yours today. Please contact Shanna or Bonnie for details. EXCLUSIVE.

* Front elevation may 
differ from rendering.

PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES SOUTHWOOD ESTATESINVITING 
CENTURY HOME 
$359,000 ELMIRA Appealing 
80’ corner lot, detached garage, 
covered front porch, updates 
include a renovated main floor 
living & dining room with new 
flooring, ceiling and pot lights, 
windows replaced throughout, 
walk-up to unfinished attic.  
NEW MLS.

$849,900 An absolutely beautiful 5.24 acre private mature setting. Many 
unique and exciting features are included in the property. Remarkable 
attention to detail in the gorgeous entertainers kitchen offering an 
oversized granite island, built in Electrolux appliances, infloor heating, 
separate dining area ideal for entertaining guests. Main floor master 
suite with 2 way fireplace & lavish ensuite. Detached triple car 
garage/workshop, basement access to arched brick tunnel leads to 
press house/wine room with walkout to patio. A must see home. MLS.

NEW LISTING!

UNIQUE MUSKOKA SETTING

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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BOOK EARLY!

ads@woolwichobserver.com

Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  Town
Parents Names

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2016
Monday, January 9, 2017

Deadline for
submission & payment

+hst
$40

Full colour photo 
of your little one 
published in the  

January 12, 2017 
edition.

Email photos & caption information to: 
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE BREAKING
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!
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PLACE A FAMILY 
ALBUM NOTICE! 

Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: 
www.observerxtra.com

MAKE YOUR OWN 

HEADLINES  
IN THE COMMUNITY.

DEADLINE 
FOR FAMILY 
ALBUM IS 

WEDNESDAYS 
BY 5PM

DEATH 
NOTICES

FAMILY ALBUM

OBITUARY OBITUARYRETIREMENT

Congratulations to 
Rick Charnuski

TD Canada Trust Branch Manager  
retiring on December 9, 2016 after  

36 years with the bank. 

Please join us for refreshments  on Friday, 
December 9, 

at TD Canada Trust, 
41 Arthur St. Elmira 

between 2:00 and 4:00 p.m.

BIRTHDAY

80th Birthday 
Celebration

Theresa Cassel’s children would like to  
invite you to her 80th birthday celebration  

to be held at  
St. Teresa of Avila’s parish hall in Elmira on 

December 17th from 2 to 4 pm.
No gifts please, but a non perishable food item 

for a local charity would be greatly appreciated. 
Come and share memories with me.

Habschied, Katharina “Katie”
Peacefully passed away on Monday, 
December 5, 2016 at Barnswallow 
Place, Elmira, at the age of 92 years. 
Katie, of Elmira, was the beloved 
wife of the late Josef “Joe” Habschied 
(1996). Dear mother and mother-in-
law of Anni and Ron Gowing, Gary 
and Rose, Joseph “Joe”, all of Elmira, 
and Wayne Gowing of Edmonton, 
Alberta. Loving Oma of Duane and 
Heather Gowing, Gail Gowing, Ryan 
Gowing, Tara and Vince Carnovale, 
Michael and Miranda Habschied, and 
great Oma of Evan, Easton, Mitchell, 
Max, Simon, Elliott, Oscar, Heidi, and 
Hunter. Predeceased by her parents 
Georg and Elisabeth Stiegler, brother 
Heinrich Stiegler, daughter Katie 
Gowing, and granddaughter Lisa 
Gowing. She was a longtime, faithful 
member of the New Apostolic Church. 
Katie and Joe wintered for over 20 
years in Sarasota, Florida. She was a 
resident at Barnswallow Place for over 
15 years. Visitation will take place on 
Thursday, December 8, 2016 from 7-9 
p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A funeral 
service will be held in the funeral 
home chapel on Friday, December 
9, 2016 at 11 a.m. with visiting one 
hour prior. A reception will follow at 
the funeral home. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to the Alzheimer 
Society would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Lucinda L.
Passed away peacefully at her residence 
in Floradale on Tuesday, November 29, 
2016 at the age of 92 years. Lucinda 
(Bowman) Martin was the beloved wife 
of the late Mahlon F. Martin (2009). 
Dear mother of Edgar (Elaine), Seleda 
(Ernie) Brubacher, Cleason (Bev) and 
Irene Martin. Loved grandmother 
of 15 grandchildren and 37 great-
grandchildren. She was predeceased by 
her parents, John and Annie (Lichty) 
Bowman, four brothers and three 
sisters. Visitation took place at the 
family residence at 8 Florapine Road, 
Floradale, on Wednesday, November 
30 from 6-8 p.m. and on Thursday, 
December 1 from 2-5 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. 
A family service was held at the home 
on Friday, December 2 at 9 a.m., then 
to the North Woolwich Mennonite 
Meeting House for interment and 
public service. Arrangements entrusted 
to Dreisinger Funeral Home.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

GENERAL SERVICES

DOING UP CHRISTMAS TO A TEA

Marilyn Hartung (centre) hosted her friends, Edith, Carmen, Maggie and Judy for afternoon tea in her extensively decorated home for the 
holidays. Hartung is asking all of her friends who come for tea to donate an unwrapped toy to go to children in need this Christmas. 
[LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

JACOBI, DOREEN OLIVE (NEE 
HEIMPEL) | With deep 
sadness, the children of 
Doreen Jacobi announce 
the passing of their 
mother at Innisfree House 
on Tuesday, December 6, 
2016 at the age of 79.

COME INTO 
THE OFFICE 
TO PLACE 

YOUR FAMILY 
ALBUM AND 
GET A FREE 

MUG.

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira
Call: 519-669-5790 

or Visit: observerxtra.com

THE 
OBSERVER IS 
CELEBRATING 

TWENTY 
YEARS.
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LIVING HERE

I LIKE TO MAKE this Oreo 
Candy Cane Cheesecake 
in the Christmas season. It 
is light, festive and pretty. 
And how could we have 
Christmas without pep-
permint candy canes? They 
were always there in my 
childhood – it was blissful 
to read for hours with a 
candy cane in my mouth.

So I was upset last week 
when I went from store to 
store to store looking for 
peppermint candy canes 
for this cheesecake only to 
find raspberry and peach 
candy canes and no pep-
permint! What are they 
thinking? This is Christ-
mas! I finally found boxes 
of mini peppermint candy 
canes which needed to be 
unwrapped one by one. Be 
sure to get red and white 
candy canes only because 
if there is any green in 
them the colour of the 
cheesecake will be gray. 
It happened to me once a 
long time ago! I used my 
food processor to crush the 
candy canes but you could 
put them into a heavy 
plastic bag and  crush them  
with a meat mallet.

Put this on a pretty ped-
estal plate, garnish with 
whipped cream, crushed 
candy cane and chocolate 
filigrees and your holiday 
meal will have a very spe-
cial finale!

‘Tis the 
season for 
a festive 
cheesecake

CHEF’S TABLE | 27BOOK | 27

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DONNA GINGRICH

RECIPE
NOTES

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net

As the colder weather slowly approaches, 
now is an excellent time to make sure your 
cooling system is working properly and that 
the freeze point of your antifreeze is good. 
During every maintenance service at Leroy’s, 
your coolant is tested using a pH strip for its 
strength and we will notify you if isn’t strong 
enough or if we spot any obvious leaks. Schedule 
your maintenance service in at Leroy’s if/when 
you are due and we will make sure your vehicle’s 
cooling system is winter ready! – Al Accredited  

Test & Repair Facility

BIOGRAPHY / LOCAL STORIES

Chronicling the times of his life
Author Del Gingrich’s latest book tells 
the story of Elmira watchmaker Aden 
Bauman and his perseverance

LIZ BEVAN

OF EVEN THE MOST modest 
people, there is a colourful 
and inspiring story to tell. 

In his new book, Watch-
man: Abilities and Disabili-
ties, local author Del Gin-
grich shares one such tale, 
that of his lifelong friend 
Aden Bauman.

Bauman was born with 
limited use of his legs at a 
time when those with physi-
cal disabilities were looked 
down upon. He persevered 
and 60 years after they 
became friends at Elmira 
Public School, Gingrich 
was inspired to put his life’s 
story to paper. 

“Because I have known 
him for so long, I knew he 
was special. It is a tribute 
to him and a thank-you for 
being who he is,” shared 
Gingrich. “When we were 
kids, he couldn’t participate 
in ball games or hockey 
games, and that is one of 
the reasons that I wanted 
to highlight him as well be-
cause he has never had that 
chance. This is his 15 min-
utes of fame.”

Bauman was one of seven 
children, five of whom were 
physically disabled, just like 
their mother. His father died 
when he was young, so the 
family moved from Florad-
ale to Elmira.

The idea for the book 
came from Gingrich and his 
volunteer work. He writes 
short biographies about lo-
cal seniors for publication 
at the church, and when he 
considered Bauman, he felt 
the story deserved some-
thing a bit bigger. Bauman 
didn’t see it that way at first, 

however. 
“Well, I am the type of 

guy that doesn’t like to be 
noticed, that was my first 
thought basically,” he said, 
adding that he has almost 
finished reading the final 
product. “It is very good so 
far. The way Del puts it is 
very nice. A lot of people 
don’t accept others with dis-
abilities the way they should 
sometimes, I think.”

Among Bauman’s many 
life adventures, one sticks 
out for both him and Gin-
grich, and maybe even some 
Elmira residents. 

“In public school, he 
couldn’t ride a bicycle, but 
he wanted to get around El-
mira, so of his own volition, 
he went down to the Cen-
tral Cycle Store, and asked 
the owner if he could get 
some help with something 
that would get him around 
town,” shared Gingrich. 
“They put together a home-
made scooter for him – that 
scooter predated any other 
around here, so Aden was 
zipping around town.”

Bauman remembered 
how much the scooter 
helped him at a time when 
there wasn’t much help 
available. 

“They went to Kitchener 
and came up with some-
thing. That was a big step for 
me. I could get around town 
a lot easier. I could go to the 
swimming pool without get-
ting really tired by the time I 
got there,” he said.

Bauman is well-known in 
the Elmira area, having run 
his own watch repair and 
retail store on Arthur Street 

Local author Del Gingrich (right) interviewed his lifelong friend Aden Bauman repeatedly in the process of writing Watchman: Abilities and 
Disabilities, a story of Bauman’s life and the challenges that come with being physically disabled.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Fun, Fabulous
Fashion & Gifts!

fb and me
Boutique

40 Arthur St. S Elmira

TUES & WED 10 - 5:30  |  Thurs 10 - 8  |  FRI 10 - 5:30  |  SAT 10 - 4
519-210-1200

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

DECEMBER 8

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FELLOWSHIP FOR Seniors, 
10:30 a.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship, 200 
Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. “Grand Harmony Chorus - 
Songs of the Christmas Season in female barbershop 
style. Reading: Carol McKinley. Devotional: Pastor 
Gordon Wright. Suggested donation: $7, includes hot 
lunch at noon. For more information call Reta Malloy 
at 519-669-8752.

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT the Breslau Community 
Centre. Community Cares Concepts invites you to join 
us for a light lunch. Cost $6. 

NEW HORIZONS - ENJOY coffee or tea and a  delicious 
snack. Topic: Walking in the Shoes of an Ugandan 
Grandmother, Carol Barnhardt, 4G’s Guelph Go Go 
Grandmothers and the Stephen Lewis Foundation. $2 
per person; 10-11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre. For more information call Joan Haid at 519-
648-2742 or email at jehaid@xplorenet.ca. 

DECEMBER 9

COMMUNITY CAN DINE, WHERE the entire community 
comes together to meet and eat. Please join us at 
Trinity United Church, Elmira. Dinner is served from 

6-7:30 p.m. Menu for this month: Christmas dinner 
(turkey and all the fixings). Pay what you can! 
Everyone welcome. For more information, please 
contact Kelly at WCS (519-669-5139) or the church 
office (519-669-5560).

DECEMBER 11

ELMIRA LEGION HUNGRYMAN BREAKFAST to benefit 
Woolwich Sledge Hockey. Join us anytime between 
8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Adults $6, 6-10 yrs $3, under 5 free. 
All you can eat.

DECEMBER 14

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY DINING - Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us for a hot noonday 
meal at Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs. Cost $11. 
Call 519-664-1900 by noon on Dec. 12 to sign up.

DECEMBER 19

BABY FOOD BASICS: 6 months to 1 year. Learn how to 
make and store baby food, what foods are good for 
your baby’s age and stage, and learn ways to nurture 
a “good eater.” Join Robin Hicken, RD for this free 
session at the Woolwich Community Health Centre 
(10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs) on Monday, 2-3:30 p.m.

DECEMBER 21

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY DINING AND Seniors’ Lunch 
Club. Community Care Concepts invites you to join 
us for a hot noonday meal at Linwood Community 
Centre. Cost $11. Please call 519-664-1900 by Dec. 19 
to sign up.

DECEMBER 23

HUGS (HEALTH, UNDERSTANDING, GROWTH, Sharing) 
at the Woolwich Community Health Centre (10 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs). For parents and children 
(0-5 years of age) living in the catchment area of 
WCHC; 9:30-11 a.m. on the second and fourth Friday 
of every month. Upcoming sessions: Dec. 9 Ho-Ho-Ho 
Visit with Santa, Christmas activities, Dec. 23 Survival 
Tips for the Holiday – cookie exchange.

JANUARY 12

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us 
for a light lunch at the Breslau Community Centre. 
Cost $6. Call 519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900 by Jan. 
10 to sign up.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

#6 Conception

“The King’s Arrival”
(A study of Matthew)

Sunday, December 11th

9:15 AM & 11:00 AM
4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 

• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

WBC at the 
Movies

Sunday, Dec. 11th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Third Sunday 
of Advent

11 am Chr. Ed.: Mental Health – 
Sharing our Stories

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH OUT
Spread the word, 
advertise your 
service here 
every week.

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

21 Arthur St. N., Box 25, Elmira
519-669-5560 • www.trinityunitedelmira.ca

 TRINITY UNITED CHURCH
SUNDAY WORSHIP 9:30 & 11 AM
Christmas Eve 6:00 & 8:00 PM

Love, Learn & Live by Christ’s Teachings

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO 
EASILY SUBMIT YOUR EVENT:

observerxtra.com/events-calendar/submit-calendar-in-print/

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar 
is reserved for non-profi t local community events 
that are off ered free to the public. Placement is not 
guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open 
houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.
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ACROSS
1. Diamond unit
6. Bad racetrack choice
13. Beer barrel
16. Beth’s preceder
17. Speaker’s art
18. Big bird
19. Studio effect
21. Main dish
22. Univ. degrees
23. Texas tea
24. “i” lid
25. Lure
26. Wheel cover
30. Nightmarish street
31. Adobe dwelling
33. Boost in power
34. Car option
36. Peter, e.g.
37. Kind of test
39. “Darn it!”
40. Bug someone, e.g.
43. Animal house
45. “___ magic!”
46. Buck’s mate
47. “__ we having fun 
yet?”
48. Exhaust outlet
51. Intention

53. Sensitive subject, to 
some
54. Cooking meas.
55. Beast of burden
56. “The Joy Luck Club” 
author
57. Black gunk
58. Misfortunes
60. Essence
62. Hasenpfeffer, e.g.
65. Innocent-looking
67. Churchill successor
69. Feel remorse for
72. “Uh-uh”
73. “__ off!” (racetrack 
shout)
74. All over
75. Bon ___
76. Alpine sight
77. Wallet items
78. More conceited
81. Essence
86. Crackpot
87. Nineveh’s land
89. Anoint
90. “I agree”
91. Canadian nature painter 
Tom
92. Papa

DOWN
1. “Wheels”
2. Amber, e.g.
3. Gun, as an engine
4. Gibbon, for one
5. Pharynx
6. “Just say ___”
7. Can you dig it?
8. Take care of
9. Place to put the feet up
10. After-dinner drink
11. Bard’s “before”
12. Bar order
13. Skewered entrée
14. In-box contents
15. Enthusiasm
20. Two-legged
25. Beseech
26. QB’s cry
27. Downs’ opposite
28. Outdoor heater
29. Christmas ___
30. Send, in a way
31. Mountaineer’s spike
32. Oust
35. Puzzle
38. Bottle cap?
40. Angelical
41. Authority

42. Asian capital
44. Alternative
48. Sylvester, to Tweety
49. ___ Khan
50. ___ of Langerhans
51. Kisses, possibly
52. Spoonful, say
59. Equivalent word
61. It’s a dyeing art
63. Always, in verse
64. Early
65. Kind of line
66. Cafeteria-goers
68. Sewer line?
69. Wet, weatherwise
70. Provide, as with a 
quality
71. Annoyances
75. Japanese soup
78. Big wine holder
79. Blond shade
80. “Flying Down to ___”
82. Biology class abbr.
83. Homer’s TV neighbor
84. Antiquity, once
85. Pastureland
88. Associate in Nursing

The size of your waiter may have an effect on what you order from the menu

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. Here’s one for the 
(diet) books: At a restau-
rant, might the weight 
of your waiter aff ect how 
much you eat and drink?
A. It just might, going 
by a study published in 
“Environment and Behav-
ior.” Researchers visited 
60 diff erent full-service 
restaurants observing 
497 interactions between 
diners and waiters and 
found that diners ordered 
more items when served 
by those with a high body 
mass index. Regardless of 
their own size, diners were 
four times as likely to order 

desserts and also ordered 
nearly 18% more alcoholic 
drinks. Perhaps, the study 
noted, a heavy person “sets 
a social norm” giving diners 
a kind of “licensing eff ect” 
to indulge.

Suggestion from the au-
thors: Diners might decide 
what they will order — a 
salad appetizer, no dessert, 
and only one drink — be-
fore their waiter arrives.
Q. In late summer 2017, a 
75-mile-diametre cir-
cular shadow will race 
across the U.S. at super-
sonic speeds from the 
Pacifi c to the Atlantic 
coasts, briefl y darkening 
and cooling portions of 
12 states along the way. 
What is this rare event?

A. The fi rst total solar 
eclipse to traverse the con-

tinental U.S. in nearly 100 
years will occur on Aug. 21, 
2017. The shadow is that of 
the Moon, cast onto Earth’s 
surface as it comes between 
Earth and the Sun. Over 
a period of about an hour 
and a half, the Moon will 
gradually obscure the Sun 
until, at totality — last-
ing only about two and a 
half minutes — the body 
of the Sun will disappear, 
its luminous wispy corona 
haloing the Moon.

Many who have wit-
nessed a total solar eclipse 
speak of it as a transforma-
tive experience. This is your 
chance. Writing in “Dis-
cover” magazine, veteran 
eclipse observer Michael 
Bakich gives some advice: 
Schedule a vacation day 
well in advance, since Aug. 

21, 2017 may turn out to be 
“the most popular vacation 
day request in history.” 

Bring a chair and an ap-
propriate viewing device 
(do not look at the sun with 
the naked eye), concen-
trate on the sky, and regard 
the totality as sacred. No 
music, please. And leave 
photography to the profes-
sionals.

Check out www.
eclipse2017.org for infor-
mation on the path of the 
eclipse and more.
Q. Don’t be bugged by 
this one, but are you apt 
to fi nd the biggest variety 
of bugs in lower, middle 
or upper income neigh-
borhoods?
A. Surprisingly, studies 
suggest that wealthier 
homes are hospitable to 

a wider variety of arthro-
pods (insects and spi-
ders), though not more in 
absolute numbers, says 
Susan Milius in “Science” 
magazine. Called a “luxury 
eff ect,” arthropods from 
24 to 128 distinct scientifi c 
families showed up in the 
more than 10,000 arthro-
pod samples collected from 
the insides of 50 houses 
in urban and suburban 
Raleigh, N.C. (An average 
house had more than 100 
arthropod species.) 

Entomologist Misha Le-
ong found that houses in 
neighborhoods with higher 
average incomes tended 
toward greater bug diver-
sity than houses in lower-
income spots (“Biology Let-
ters.”) Harmless gall midge 
flies showed up in 100% 

of houses, dark-winged 
fungus gnats in 96%, while 
Bladdidae cockroaches 
were present in 74%.

One reason for such 
diversity, researchers 
suggest, is that wealthier 
homes are often bigger, 
perhaps with more room 
for habitat and hence a 
greater diversity of outdoor 
planting. As Leong specu-
lates, “more plant variety in 
yards and gardens may in-
crease arthropod diversity 
just by boosting the kinds 
of foods and habitats avail-
able.” A “perk of wealth,” 
you might say.
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Fruit Cakes, Cookies, Fruit & Meat Pies, 
Gift Baskets, Poinsettias & More…

THIS WEEK’S FEATURE
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over top. Set aside to 
soften.

Meanwhile, beat cream 
cheese and sugar until 
light.

Heat softened gelatine 
in microwave for a few sec-
onds at a time until melted.

Add melted gelatine to 
cream cheese mixture and 
mix well.

Add milk and crushed 
candy canes to cream 
cheese, mix again.

Slowly fold whipped 
cream and chopped Oreos 

Oreo 
Candy Cane 
Cheesecake
Base;
1-1/4 cups chocolate wafer 
crumbs
1 Tbsp. white sugar
1/3 cup butter

Filling;
1 Tbsp.  (1 envelope) unfla-
voured gelatine
1/4 cup cold water
2 – 250gr. cream cheese
1/2 cup white sugar
1/2 cup milk
1/2 cup crushed peppermint 
candy canes
3 cups whipped cream (al-
ready whipped)
2 cups coarsely chopped Oreo 
cookies

Garnish;
Additional whipped cream
Crushed candy cane
Chocolate filigrees

For base, mix all ingredi-
ents. Press firmly into a 9” 
springform pan. Chill.

For filling, pour cold wa-
ter into a shallow dish.

Sprinkle gelatine evenly 

CHEF’S TABLE: With this recipe, it’s certainly  
beginning to taste a lot like Christmas

into filling.
Pour into springform 

pan. Chill.
Remove cheesecake from 

springform pan and place 
it on a serving plate.

Garnish with whipped 
cream rosettes, crushed 
candy cane and chocolate 
filigrees.

FROM | 24

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 
or email donna.atasteofnostal-
gia@gmail.com.

519.696.3275
1092 Bridge St., New Dundee, ON N0B 2E0
info@dundeerecycling.com

SCRAP METAL RECYCLING 
Bin Services • E-Waste

Bridge St.

Plains R
oad

New Dundee

Trussler Road

 

WHAT WE BUY
Farm Equipment, Cars, Trucks, Road 
Trailers, Appliances, Structural Steel, 
Sheet Steel, Misc. Scrap Steel, Copper, 
Aluminum, Brass, Stainless, Lead, Lead 
Acid Batteries, Diecast, Carbide, 
Insulated Wiring, Alternators, Starters, 
Magnesium, Car Rims & Butyl Rubber 
Inner Tubes.

Where:
Woolwich Memorial Centre, 24 Snyder Avenue S., Elmira 
(Northwest parking lot behind Lions Hall. Enter from South Street West.)
While supplies last 

How:
n One per household   n Proof of residency required   n First come, first served

The new bigger size will help you recycle more cans, cartons, bottles and jars, but 
is not mandatory.

Get prepared for the new curbside collection changes starting March 
2017! See www.regionofwaterloo.ca/wastechanges for more information.

Blue Box Giveaway
Saturday, December 10, 2016, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

BIGGER SIZE!

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/waste  
519-575-4400  TTY 519-575-4608

Non-perishable donations to support local 
the Food Bank are welcome.

www.woolwich.ca
519-669-6026

Stick with the red-and-white candy canes to keep this yuletide dessert a bright and fluffy 
white. [SUBMITTED]

next to Brown’s Menswear. 
He started the business after 
becoming a watchmaker as a 
way to work with his hands. 
It’s a job that kept him occu-
pied for 46 years, and even 
in his retirement, he tinkers 
away for charity. 

“In his basement he still 
has a workshop,” explained 
Gingrich. “The MCC Thrift 
Store in Elmira, they bring 
him all of their watches, and 
he decides if they are worth 
keeping or repairing. He 
does that at no cost, and he 
gets about 1,000 watches a 
year. He is very busy.”

Watchman: Abilities and 
Disabilities isn’t just about 
Bauman’s life, but also 
serves as a history of dis-
abled people and discrimi-
nation in Canada. Gingrich 
says he wanted to highlight 
how far things have come, 
while also recognizing the 
work that still needs to be 
done. 

“There are still, in some 
areas, the idea that people 
with disabilities are lesser 
than and they have other 
issues. It is much better now, 
but there is still work to do.  
It is interesting the history of 
disabilities. The idea has al-

ways been to fix the person, 
and now the idea seems to 
be that we as a society make 
them disabled because we 
don’t accommodate them. 
There is still a wall there, 
though,” he shared.

Watchman: Abilities and 
Disabilities, is available in 
Elmira at Foodland and 
Read’s Decorating, in Lin-
wood at the Living Waters 
bookstore, in St. Jacobs at 
The Mennonite Story and 
the general stores in West 
Montrose and Wallenstein. 
The book costs $20, with 
proceeds to be donated to 
charity. 

BOOK: Advancing the cause of the disabled
FROM | 24
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Stoltz Sales and Service
6805 Line 86 W

Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
519-669-1561

www.stoltzsales.com
1-800-665-1561

6805 Line 86 W, Elmira
519-669-1561

stoltzsales.com

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

THURS/FRI 9-9 SATURDAY DEC 10 9-6 SUNDAY DEC 11 11-5
  SALES START TODAY!

FREE UNDERPAD!

LUXURY
PINDOT CARPET

$197
WOW HOT DEAL!!

SHORT SHAG / 
BERBER CARPET

97¢
PLUS NO TAX!

CARPET
REMNANTS

FROM

FROMREG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99
/SQ FT

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99
/SQ FT $97 $119

12’ X 12’ 12’ X 15’

3MM PAD ATTACHED

12MM THICK
LAMINATE

$197
FROM REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/SQ FT

2 STAINS IN STOCK

KRONOSWISS
LAMINATE

87¢FROM

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99
/SQ FT

swiss made

HANDSCRAPED!

CLICK ENGINEERED
OAK / HICKORY

$297
FROM REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/SQ FT

made in 
CANADA

MANY STAINS!

SOLID 3/4” THICK
OAK / MAPLE

$297
FROM REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/SQ FT

made in 
CANADA

UNFINISHED

36” OAK
STAIR TREADS 

$2997
REG 49.99REG 49.99REG 49.99REG 49.99REG 49.99REG 49.99REG 49.99REG 49.99 MDF PRIMED

BASEBOARDS
FROM

EACH

$177
/ LIN FT

$167
/ LIN FT57¢

/ LIN FT

  
3     ” 7/8 5¼” 5½” 

FOR ACCENT WALLS

MODERN
LEDGESTONE

$297
FROM REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

/SQ FT

ONE SHOT DEAL!!

13x13-18x18-13x20
PORCELAIN TILE

97¢FROM

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99
/SQ FT

CLEAROUT PRICE

HOT BUY!
BACKSPLASH 

97¢
REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

/SQ FT

FROM

ON ALL IN-STOCK 
AREA RUGS!

PLUSNO 
TAX

8’x11’5’x8’4’x6’

$147$68$38
APPROX

FROM ONLY FROM ONLY FROM ONLY

APPROX APPROX

KW’S LARGEST SELECTION • OVER 1000 IN STOCK!

DECEMBERDECEMBERDECEMBERDECEMBERDECEMBERDECEMBERDEALS!!DEALS!!DEALS!!

100% WATERPROOF

4MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$157
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

DROP CLICK/WAX SEAL

12MM THICK
GRAY LAMINATE

$127
REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

HANDSCRAPED!

5” WIDE
SOLID BAMBOO

$197 / SQ FT

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

/SQ FT /SQ FT/SQ FT

FROM FROM

NEW 
ARRIVAL! NEW 

ARRIVAL! NEW 
ARRIVAL!

FROM

*products may not be exactly as shown. limited supply. 
no tax only applies to area rugs and carpet remnants.

With the final clearances in place, the Elmira Children’s Centre is ready to make the move to its new home at Riverside Public School, nearly 
doubling the number of spaces available. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

the HighScope curriculum,” 
said Phillips. “Our family 
centre and the playroom 
have running water. That is 
new to those areas. Just for 
water play and it is part of 
making the family rooms 
real, and more accessible.”

The centre will also al-
low for higher registration 
numbers with the Elmira 
Child Care Centre. The cur-
rent building can accom-
modate 31 children, while 
the new facility has nearly 
twice the room, allowing 61 
child spaces and nine spots 
for infants. There is also a 
chance for the centre to join 
with Riverside PS, making 

the transition from child 
care to elementary school a 
bit smoother. 

Opening to the commu-
nity next year, the facility 
also has space for family 
services. The date has not 
been confirmed, but is ex-
pected to open in early 2017.

Riverside PS opened its 
doors in September, for stu-
dents to take a seat in their 
new classrooms in time for 
the beginning of the school 
year. The region’s plan was 
to focus on the school to 
ensure a timely opening, 
while continuing work on 
the child care centre at the 
same time.

CENTRE: Switch-over happens this weekend

well, and we are continuing 
with our HighScope cur-
riculum at the Elmira Child 
Care Centre, so we can’t 
wait.”

Some of the features 
included in the new wing 
of the Riverside PS will aid 
child care centre staff with 
maintaining in improv-
ing their delivery of that 
curriculum, a program 
that emphasizes hands-on 
learning. 

“Both in the playground 
and the centre itself, there 
is a lot of natural wood de-
sign and equipment. It is 
part of that natural side of 

FROM | COVER


