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WE’VE GOT YOUR TIRES!
NEED WINTER TIRES?

MPP pushes for 
better care for 
those afflicted 
with rare diseasesCase involving Woolwich 

mayor’s election expense 
report to be turned over to 
prosecutor from London

CAN YOU IMAGINE HAV-
ING to travel across the 
country just to have sur-
gery? What about having 
to take out thousands of 
dollars in loans to pay for 
medication and medical 
equipment? 

This is the reality 
of hundreds of Ontar-
ians with rare diseases. 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP 
Michael Harris wants it to 
stop.

Harris met Feb. 19 with 
local rare-disease suffer-

ers, including Elmira’s 
Ed Speers who re-

ceived a double-lung 
transplant in 2012, 

and their fami-
lies. The Kitch-

ener event saw 
the end of a 

province-wide 
tour to garner 

support for his 
private member’s 

motion to form 
an all-party select 

committee to create 
recommendations 

for future rare disease 
treatment. 

LIZ BEVAN He says the roundtable 
discussion was very infor-
mative, and he is hoping 
that when his motion is 
put forth on Mar. 3, that 
the government will push 
forward to create a com-
mittee.

“I don’t have the solu-
tion, but I am hoping that 
through the select com-
mittee, which is a com-
mittee of MPPs that would 
tour the province, and 
hear from rare disease suf-
ferers, families, academics 
and experts and others, 
that we could come up 
with recommendations on 
how we can better support 
people in Ontario with a 
rare disease,” he said after 
the meeting. 

One of the biggest prob-
lems Harris heard about 
from those who have been 
diagnosed with a rare 
disease, such as Atypi-
cal Hemolytic-Uremic 
Syndrome, a disease that 
affects the body’s immune 
system, or Ehlers-Danos 
syndrome, a condition 
that affects skin, muscles 

PROSECUTORS ARE GOING AHEAD 
with a case against Woolwich Mayor 
Sandy Shantz related to election ex-
penses filed after the 2014 municipal 
vote.

In Provincial Offenses Court 
Wednesday morning, Crown lawyers 
said they intend to pursue charges 
brought forward by Elmira resident 
Alan Marshall.

The case has been in and out of 
the provincial court in Kitchener for 
months now, with no decision. At an 
appearance before Justice of the Peace 
Ralph Cotter, prosecutor Alexander 
Andres told the court there is suffi-
cient cause to continue.  

“At this stage, it has been deter-
mined that the Crown is intervening,” 
he told the JOP. 

The charges were brought against 
Shantz last summer by Marshall under 
the Municipal Elections Act. He says 
he is happy to see the province moving 
ahead with the case.

“I am pleased they are looking at 
it seriously. My concern was that the  
Municipal Elections Act was simply a 
sham. They are really looking into it, 

Crown decides 
to continue 
with charges 
against Shantz

EDSS finds 
itself in the 
pink on 
Wednesday

HIGH SCHOOL/ 
ANTI-BULLYING

LIZ BEVAN

EDSS and schools across the country were 
swathed in pink shirts on Wednesday for 
Pink Shirt Day, an anti-bullying movement 
started by two Nova Scotia students. 
Former Elmira student Karley Sider created 
this winning T-shirt design which was 
worn by students and staff across Waterloo 
Region. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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WHEN IT COMES TO WINTER, WE DON’T LET THINGS SLIP. 

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM

 $21,921*
 $248 LEASE PAYMENT 

FOR 24 MONTHS*

$2,936 DOWN | 0.5% LEASE RATE MODELS EQUIPPED 
WITH EYESIGHT®

‡

*MSRP of $19,995 on 2016 Impreza 4-dr MT (GF120). Lease rate of (0.5%) for (24) months. Monthly payment is ($248) with ($2,936) down payment. Option to purchase at end of lease is ($13,258) with ($3,598) due on signing. Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus charges 
for Freight/PDI ($1,595 on 2016 Impreza), Air Conditioning Charge ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($27.15), OMVIC Fee ($5), Dealer Admin ($199). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model 
shown: 2016 Impreza 4-dr Limited Tech-Pkg AT (GF2LPE) with an MSRP of $29,495. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Offers applicable on approved credit at participating dealers only. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km per year, with 
excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and finance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, 
and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Offers available until February 29th, 2016. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details. ‡Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. 26 Manitou Drive, Kitchener, ON | Tel: (519) 894-2050 | www.geminimotors.com
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Read Guarantee on all boxesOvercome your chronic 
ailments below:
Hundreds of women wrote:
This tea works! My overactive
bladder problem is gone. No more
frequent bathroom trips. I now get a
good night's sleep. Suzie Brown, 67,
Corning, CA �The tea is
wonderful. Noticed a difference in
four days and total relief in ten days.
Heather Eichstaedt, 70, Petawawa,
ON �I was skeptical to believe a
tea would help after all the
medicines and unsuccessful surgery
did not. The testimonials made me try it and I found they were
TRUE! It does work! Angela Romualdi, 46, Maple, ON �The
Bladder Control Tea has been a real improvement of my
life. I even had surgery for my incontinence that was
unsuccessful. I am happy I have my full confidence back for my
outings and daily, worry-free activities. Annette Thibault, 72,
Montreal, QC.

#4B NPN 80048480

Incontinence, bladder infections

Within 3-5 days most men can
lead a normal life again. Stops
dribbling, burning and rushing
frequently to the bathroom. Get up
once a night or not at all. If you are
considering surgery, try the tea first.
� Best product on the market. I
had 100% relief. I don't have to get up
anymore during the night. My sex life
has changed completely. I'm a new
man today. Thanks a million times for this incredible tea. Oleg
Kerler, Thornhill, ON �After the first year drinking the tea, my
PSA went down to 4.5; after the second year it went to 2.9; after
the third year it went to 2.3. I highly recommend it. A real life
saver. Thomas M. Thurston, Forsyth, GA.

Frequent bathroom trips?
Prostate Ezee Flow Tea

Relieve Gout by Naturally Lowering
Uric Acid Levels. �Addresses the root
cause of gout and provides quick
relief.�Anti-inflammatory, antiarthritic
and antibacterial properties. �Dietary
anthocyanin pigments from black cherry
have preventative and therapeutic effects
on diseases. �Contains active
phytochemicals to relieve pain and
improve joint flexibility. �Could not
sleep because of my gout. Pain
flared as high as my knees. The health
food store clerk recommended Bell Gout
Relief. My life is now back to normal and I can sleep without
pain again. Leonard A. LeBlanc, 45, Margaree, NS.

#89 NPN 80057070

Gout Relief

�For people that experience vision
loss because of age or lack of
nutrients. When your eyes get tired, for
reading and for night vision when
driving.�When I'm driving at night,
lights are clearer and not blurry anymore.
Everything is sharper and I'm a more
confident driver. Sandy Douglas, 70,
Winnipeg, MB �I'm a diabetic
suffering with pain and bloodshot eyes. I
started to use Bell Vision and have
noticeably improved vision in both eyes for
which I'm grateful. Simon Dupuis, 47,
Actonvale, QC.

Vision Day & Night
Men can perform anytime
EroxilTM #6 helps most
men to perform like in their
20’s.  Evidence of a few
hundred testimonials on our
website with full names and
towns.  All 100% true:
�Eroxil is the best of all
the supplements for men I’ve
tried.  Boosts my sex drive and
I’m able to function anytime.
Angus Gutke, 45, Calgary, AB.
�Regained virility in three days. My libido was restored
for good sex.  I’ve also given it to friends with the same results.
One of them is a diabetic and overweight. Dr. Louis Rolland, 72,
St. Hyacinthe, QC. �Wow! I feel like thirty years ago. My
partner said I should have done it a lot sooner. She is one happy
camper again. John Warner, 81, ON.

ErosynTM #7 is the only product that helps most women to
restore libido, desire and the ability to climax. There is no drug or
natural product like it.  Evidence from our website: �Erosyn
saved my marriage. I’m overjoyed! My libido is back.  Words
cannot describe how grateful I am. Carla Daunais, 32, St-Hubert,
QC �I’ve been married for thirteen years and never
experienced climaxes in the last twelve years - until I took Erosyn.
My new sex life is exciting! What a miracle! Jeane Adams, 37,
American Fork, UT �My sexual desire is greater now than
it was for thirty years.  It’s wonderful to have such ecstatic joy.  I’ve
tried others that didn’t work.  Eve Jameson, 58, Kingman, AZ
�This rejuvenated energy also has the effect that women
are not tired any more for all daily tasks. All supported with
statements from women on our website.

GUARANTEED

#6 NPN 80051008

Women can climax again

#4A NPN 80051642

#38 NPN 80059660

Kidney function
My own kidney function increased
from 45% to 61% within two months
established by blood tests by drinking
the Bell Kidney Cleanse & Function Tea
#76. Nick A. Jerch, President. �Mount
Sinai School of Medicine, May
2010 Newsletter, states that there is
no conventional medicine to restore
kidney function and NSAIDs are not
recommended.  Kidney transplant is an
option.  However, all transplants require
life long rejection drugs that kill the immune system and make a
person defenseless against all minor and major illnesses.
Excerpts from our website:  �Kidney GFR rate went from
29 to 43.�My kidney function went from 40% to 80%�Within
2-3 months my kidney function went from 46% to 63%
�Passed three small stones after drinking only 5-6 cups of Bell
Kidney Tea. � On our website, you will find full length
testimonials with names of people and towns you can call if you
want more information.

#76 NPN 80048584

Helps to enhance memory and
cognitive function in adults. Actual
results by people: �Imagine how
frustrating it is for someone with a
Ph.D. who has difficulties concentrating
and remembering something that
happened yesterday. Now that I use your
Brain Function #36, I seem to be back to
normal. I recommend it to anyone
experiencing memory loss of any kind.
Dr. Glenn A. Guidry Ph.D., 55, Nashville,
TN. �As a student, I was surprised
with final exam results of 95%! I
started taking Bell Brain Function #36
half a year ago when I had trouble
remembering things in a course. Things changed drastically
when I started to take these capsules. I could concentrate and
excel better than ever before. Exam results were 95% correct!
Theresa Williamson, 31, Toronto, ON. �I bought the Brain
Function for my grandma, who has dementia. Her
thoughts were wandering in and out.  Since she is taking #36
she recognizes us all, sings again and remembers all the lyrics.
Instead of sleeping pills she is drinking the Bell Sleep & Relax
Tea #21a and she is not groggy anymore in the morning.  She
is a delightful person again. We are all grateful. Wendy
Simpson, 52, Calgary, AB.

#36 NPN 80058161

�Immune system for life ! I have
been taking the Bell Supreme Immune
Booster #52 for two years. I am amazed
and delighted at how it has strengthened
my immune system. I do not get colds or
flus anymore. I am taking this supplement
every day. Like a miracle, it strengthens
my whole defense system against attacks
from bacteria and viruses that our body
has to get rid of if we want to stay healthy.
John Grace, 52, Broomall, PA �The
nurses were completely amazed.
The Bell Supreme Immune Booster
#52 helped me to keep White Blood cell
count elevated during the treatment. By
using #52 my white blood cells were above the normal range. The
nurses were completely amazed as the WBC count blew off the
charts. Deborah Hailey-Glass, 44, Richmond.VA. �White
blood cells increased to 8.6 after taking the Bell Immune
Booster. I have lymphocyte depleted hodgkins lymphoma. After
each session of chemotherapy my white blood cell count would not
return to a healthy level ( 4-10 is healthy). My count was .2, .3 etc.
After using your Bell#52 my white blood cells count went to 3.0,
2.6 and 8.6. In other words good enough for me to enjoy life.
Thanks Bell. Andrew A. Ament, 59, Merrill, WI. 

#52 NPN 80044236

Supreme Immune Booster

�Pain free in 2 weeks. This is what
happened to me personally. I tried drugs,
acupuncture, magnets, physio and others.
Finally special processed shark cartilage
helped me. Since then I helped hundreds
of thousands of people worldwide.  Nick
A. Jerch, President. �Cancelled knee
replacement. I was in pain and limping.
I have no more pain now and can square
dance for hours. Anton Melnychuk,
Porcupine Plain, SK. �I tried another
brand and the pain came back. 2 weeks on Bell and the pain is
gone again. Gert Dupuis, Hanmer, ON. �On our website
people write: “Can walk again for hours”; “Can climb stairs
without hanging on to railing”; “First time in 15 years I can sleep
at night”. Also guaranteed for rheumatoid arthritis and
sciatica. Hundreds of testimonials on our website with full
names and towns. Shark bones/cartilage was previously a
thrown away by-product of the food industry.  No sharks are
caught for their cartilage.  Don’t let any activist confuse you. 

#1 NPN 80042283

ARTHRITIS

Available in all health food stores and in many 
participating pharmacies and grocery stores. If they 
don’t have it in stock or don’t want to order it for 
you, order it on our website, or call us with Visa or 
MasterCard. S&H $9.95. No S&H charges if three 
or more bottles are ordered.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.ca

100% Truthful testimonials with full names
and towns. Real people you can call, 

if you want more reassurance. 
No money is paid for testimonials. 

To ensure this product is right for you,
always read labels and follow instructions.

President’s own story: 15 years ago 
I started to have arthritis, prostate,
kidney, snoring and sleep apnea
problems,  which were all helped
quickly with natural health products. 

I made it my life’s purpose to help others. Nick A. Jerch

We believe most people can improve or overcome their 
ailments, if they try. All products have NPN licences. 

All are guaranteed. To ensure this product is right for you, 
always read the label.

Store locations 
on website.

Natural health products gently address the root causes of health issues, 
unlike medications that only address the symptoms, often with harsh side effects.

60 MORE NATURAL
MEDICINES on 
the Bell website. 
All guaranteed to help.

Remembering and IQ

and ligaments, is getting 
the diagnosis in the first 
place.

“From the get-go, some 
have an immense struggle 
in being actually diag-
nosed. They have all these 
symptoms but can’t figure 
out what they actually 
have, seems to be the big 
problem,” he said, adding 
that once the diagnosis 
comes through, the next 
part of the struggle begins 
– treatment. “Then, find-
ing out what you have, and 
it being rare, sometimes to 
use the treatment that is 
available, and sometimes 
it is not, and if it is, the 
hurdles we have or hear 
about, is that they can’t 
access the treatment. It 
could be a surgery that 

isn’t performed in the 
province of Ontario that 
they feel they have to 
go out of the province 
for, which many of them 
have.”

Neither Harris, nor any 
of his immediate family 
members has been diag-
nosed with a rare disease, 
that doesn’t lessen his pas-
sion for the fight for equal 
health care.

“I heard a story in Ot-
tawa where a lady had 
almost wished that her 
husband had been diag-
nosed with cancer, which 
is a terrible thing to say, 
but they would have been 
in the system. They would 
have had a path, they 
would have been sup-
ported, whereas with his 
rare disease, they were left 

on their own,” he said. “I 
didn’t really know much 
about the struggles of 
those with a rare disease 
until I was at Queen’s Park 
and I saw these people 
coming through the doors 
on a monthly basis that 
were from different rare 
disease groups, begging 
for their loved one’s lives. 
I said there is something 
clearly wrong here that 
is forcing these people 
to come to Queen’s Park 
to beg the politicians for 
treatment that they need. 
This led me to this cause.”

For those that don’t un-
derstand the struggle that 
comes along with being 
diagnosed with a disease 
people can’t pronounce, 
let alone haven’t heard of, 
Harris says to look in your 

own community and find 
empathy for those living 
next door.

“I know that our com-
munities are fantastic 
and they are so generous, 
that they have stepped up 
and help these families 
to purchase these things 
that they need like ventila-
tors, but until they have 
to do that, and read the 
stories in the newspaper, 
they don’t realize that this 
actually has to happen in 
their communities,” he 
said, adding that is what 
he is calling for his fellow 
MPPs to do, as well. “When 
you read the stories, they 
are very touching and my 
call would be for the com-
mittee that would study 
a variety of things from 
what is the definition of 

a rare disease is, to better 
medical training of our 
professionals on how to 
better diagnose, to refer to 
specialists.”

Next up, the motion is 
up for debate at Queen’s 
Park on Mar. 3, but even 
then, the committee may 
not be struck. Harris says 
the decision is left to the 
higher ups.

“We debate the motion 
on the 3rd of March and 
even though there is a bit 
of process to it, even if it 
passes, it is up to the gov-
ernment to get it going. It 
doesn’t necessarily mean it 
will happen if it is support-
ed, the government has 
to call it,” he said, adding 
that these committees have 
been very successful in the 
past, dealing with other 

issues. “We have seen suc-
cess of the select commit-
tee process in the past like 
with the select committee 
on mental health and ad-
dictions, developmental 
disabilities and we just 
wrapped one up on sexual 
harassment in the work-
place. These have been 
done before and the work 
of the government can con-
tinue on this file, but there 
needs to be a bipartisan ap-
proach to potentially bring-
ing forth recommendations 
on helping people with rare 
diseases.”

To learn more about 
the struggle with a rare 
disease, hear stories from 
sufferers and how to sup-
port those with rare dis-
eases, visit Harris’ website 
www.treatraredisease.ca.

RARE: Michael Harris will see his private member’s bill debated at Queen’s Park next month
FROM | COVER
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Your Hometown School & Craft Supply Shop! SUPPLIES
SCHOOL & OFFICE

$11
BUCK
BETTER THAN A

THAN

PRICED
LOWER

10 Church St. W. Elmira  519-669-2201  www.schelterofficeplus.ca Office & School Supplies • Print Copy Courier • Computer IT Supplies
Guaranteed

low prices

AD
MATCHProducts may not be exactly as shown.

HP OfficeJet Pro 8610 
Wireless All-in-One Printer

BIG SAVINGS!

Turbo Tax 2015 Tax Year 
Standard Edition

$2999
+ HST
EA

$8999
SAVE $140

Reg.
$229.99 ea.

encourage their members to 
give above and beyond at the 
year’s end. One is typically 
an international project, 
one is something within the 
church and one is within the 
community.

They selected Menno-
Homes as their local project 
to give to. Their original 
goal was $20,000, but they 
ended up raising more than 
$36,000.

“We were thrilled with 
that,” Driedger said.

Floradale Mennonite 
Church decided last week-
end to make a $50,000 dona-
tion to MennoHomes for this 
project from their generosity 
fund.

Leon Kehl of Floradale 
Mennonite Church says the 
fund was set up after long-
time church member, Hom-
er Schwindt, passed away in 
2013, leaving behind a large 
sum to the church. He was 
named Elmira Citizen of the 
Year in 1985.

“We wrestled with what 
should we do with that and 
how should  we make good 
use of that and what was 
the spirit of Homer. Rather 
than using it for ourselves, 
the intent is to help locally 
and globally. I think we have 
about $300,000 that’s come 
in through various sources. 
So we’ve been looking for 
ways to make a difference,” 
Kehl said.

 They gave $60,000 to 
help MCC with refugee sup-
port last year, which they’re 
hoping will help about 20 
groups, including some Syr-
ian refugees. The decision to 
donate to MennoHomes was 
relatively easy. A number of 

MENNOHOMES | 4 SENIORS | 28

CHURCHES AND BUSI-
NESSES HAVE stepped up to 
donate $400,000 for Menno-
Homes’ affordable housing 
project in Elmira since they 
launched their capital cam-
paign last fall.

“So we’re pretty pleased 
with that,” said executive 
director Dan Driedger. 
“There’s a lot of good causes 
out there that are demand-
ing people’s attention.  The 
issue of housing in general is 
one that’s being highlighted 
by the fact that there’s not 
enough housing generally. 
So although this project 
won’t be for Syrian refugee 
families, it is certainly rais-
ing the issue of housing to 
peoples’ minds.”

Now the push is on to raise 
the additional $1.3 million 
needed to meet their $1.7 
million target. With all the 
attention on Syrian refugees 
lately, he says some people 
have been telling them that’s 
where their donations have 
been drawn to. 

“The message we certainly 
would have is ours isn’t a 
one-year crisis issue that 
needs to be addressed. It’s 
going to be in the communi-
ty for many years and we’re 
certainly open to people 
making multi-year pledges 
or commitments even if 
they can’t start this year,” 
Driedger said.

They’ve received strong 
support from a variety of 
local churches. The first 
one that came forward was 
Woodside Bible Fellowship. 
They have three areas an-
nually that they focus on 
for what they call special 
year-end giving where they 

MennoHomes 
about a quarter 
way to fundraising 
goal in Elmira
Group is looking to raise $1.7 million 
for housing project at the corner of 
Church Street and Memorial Avenue

WHITNEY NEILSON

EDSS 
student 
wins 
regional 
award for 
his humour 
writing

EDSS student Kyle Wray, encouraged by teacher Nanci Henderson, won a Marion Drysdale Award for his essay on different kinds of laughs. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

ELMIRA DISTRICT SEC-
ONDARY SCHOOL’S Kyle 
Wray was rewarded in a 
regional writing contest 
with the Marion Drysdale 
Award for his own take on 
different kinds of laughs.

Not only the sole winner 
from EDSS, he was the only 
winner from across the 
region in the 2016 Student 
Achievement Awards. The 
awards are a writing and 
creative arts competition 
open to all Ontarian public 
secondary school students. 
The awards were created in 
honour of Drysdale in 1984. 
She worked as a secretary 
for the Ontario Secondary 
School Teachers’ Federa-
tion for 22 years.

Wray was named the 

WHITNEY NEILSON regional winner in the 9-10 
Applied/Essential category 
for Prose and Poetry.

This year’s theme was 
Laugh Out Loud.

Wray was encouraged by 
his teacher, Nanci Hender-
son, to send in a submis-
sion.

“She thought that it 
would be a good thing to 
do, so I went for it,” Wray 
said.

“When we went in there 
was a poster up on the 
board, I looked it over and 
saw anyone could go for 
it, so I thought hey why 
not? Way to jump out of my 
comfort zone.”

He says he also thought it 
would be good to add to his 
resume.

Rather than a story, it 
was more like an essay 

about the different types of 
laughs.

“At first I just went 
through all the types of 
laughs I know and then put 
a character or something 
that laugh would be put 
to, an evil person versus a 
hero,” Wray explained.

Each school was allowed 
to submit one entry per cat-
egory for a total of five en-
tries in the Prose and Poetry 
category, which was divided 
into 9-10 Applied/Essential, 
9-10 Academic, 11-12 Uni-
versity, 11-12 College/Work-
place, and 9-12 French.

Students could also sub-
mit visual arts and digital 
arts. 

“This was a new adven-
ture for me. I’m planning 
to do more writing in the 
future,” Wray said.

Submissions were due 
at the district level last No-
vember and then district 
winners moved onto the 
regional and provincial 
level in December. Winners 
were announced at the end 
of January and Wray wasn’t 
expecting it.

“It was surprising be-
cause it was the first big 
thing that I’ve got really 
close to winning,” Wray 
said.

Provincial winners re-
ceive $1,000 and get to 
attend the teachers’ federa-
tion general annual meet-
ing where their work will be 
shown. Wray’s already look-
ing forward to next year.

“I’m kind of into the es-
say writing now. I plan on 
doing more for next year’s 
awards,” Wray said.

THE ANNUAL COMMUNITY 
CARE Concepts Seniors 
Information and Active 
Living Fair is heading to 
Breslau on Mar. 1 to provide 
supports, answer questions 
and share community pro-
grams with local seniors to 
help them maintain their 
independence. 

Seniors’ information fair set for Mar. 1 in Breslau
LIZ BEVAN Cathy Harrington, the 

executive director of Com-
munity Care Concepts in 
Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Wilmot, says the event is all 
about getting seniors and 
their families informed.

“The whole focus of the 
day is to ensure that people 
have the information that 
they need, they know what 
that next step is. They may 

not need it now, but in the 
future, if they are in a situa-
tion, they know. 

“They can prevent situa-
tions from happening, or in 
cases of their health, hav-
ing that information early 
can help people to function 
much better in the commu-
nity,” she said ahead of the 
event. “We have a variety of 
groups that will be setting 

up informative displays. We 
have about 25 displays on 
topics that we have selected 
based on what we are hear-
ing from the residents.”

Some of those questions 
and concerns coming from 
the community’s seniors in-
clude concerns about fraud, 
legitimate businesses, and 
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Woolwich
Healthy
Communities
Is Recruiting
Volunteers

Work with a fun group of people to generate ideas, 
plan activities for Healthy Communities Month and 

advocate for a healthy community.  Make your great 
ideas happen!  WHC Coordinating Committee meets 

monthly with a break in the summer. 
For more information call Inga at 519-742-8750 
by March 31, 2016.  www.healthywoolwich.org

Northfield 
Chiropractic.ca

Dr. Harold Paisley

call 519-886-3191 | 99 Northfield Dr., E., Waterloo
www.northfieldchiropractic.ca

 Direct Insurance Billing
 Evening Appointments
 Low Intensity LASER TxLASER TxLASER TxLASER

Festival show nets Woodland band a trip to national music event
WHITNEY NEILSON

A SUCCESSFUL PERFOR-
MANCE AT the Golden 
Horseshoe Music Festival 
last week landed Woodland 
Christian High School’s 
Concert Band an invitation 
to the National Music Festi-
val in August.

The band’s conductor, 
Stephen Zurakowsky, says 
this is the first time that the 
Breslau school has been 
invited to play at this level.

“The adjudication was 
on one hand he said good 
job, but on the other hand 
he said if you guys want to 
play at this level this is what 
you’re going to have to do. 
So it was very much a wake-
up call to play at such a high 
level. I think at first it took 
us all by a bit of surprise be-
cause you can become very 
complacent, oh we sound 
good and it’s happy. The ad-
judicator made it very clear 
after picking up on detail 
after detail that this is what 
it takes,” Zurakowsky said.

He says such a detailed 
approach to learning will 
help bring them up to the 
next level. 

The jazz band also per-
formed and achieved silver 
standards, which the con-
cert band achieved along 
with their invitation to 
nationals.

The appeal for the bands 
to compete was based on 
the opportunity to play 
symphonic music, rather 

than pop. This was a good 
way to challenge and moti-
vate the students to play at 
a performance level where 
all the details count individ-
ually, but also as a team.

“All of a sudden I think 
collectively we all felt like 
beginners again, even 
though we had achieved  
playing the songs and play-
ing them well. Suddenly we 
felt we have so much more 
to learn now, and collective-
ly I felt that was really great 
as an educational experi-
ence,” he said.

They started preparing 
before Christmas. They 
performed three pieces, 
one of which needed to be 
by a Canadian composer. 
They were adjudicated on 
the effectiveness of how all 

three pieces sounded. There 
needed to be variety in the 
music, with a fast song and 
a slow one. 

“We went through a lot of 
pieces where they felt like 
they didn’t fit, but the three 
that we did decide fit really 
well. The last piece that we 
played, Arrows, is a contem-
porary composition that is 
very bombastic, very fast, 
very loud, very difficult. So 
it was a very good one to 
play for the third one. The 
second one was written by 
a Canadian composer and 
that was called Thread of 
Life and that was a very soft 
sounding, very reflective 
melody so it’s completely 
opposite of the third piece. 
And then Pitches at an Ex-
hibition was our first piece 

and that’s a classic in our 
repertoire.”

The band is also planning 
a trip to Boston in April 
where they’ll get to play in 
the Boston Symphony Hall. 
They’re going to have a 
master class with a member 
from the Boston Symphony. 

The majority of the band 
is made up of Grade 10s and 
11s, with 45 of the 50 mem-
bers in those grades. They 
choose their instruments in 
Grade 9 based on whatever 
their interest is.

“I just started the Grade 
9s a couple weeks ago. One 
student is playing trumpet. 
I thought he would be bet-
ter on another instrument 
but he loves trumpet so he 
practiced and practiced 
and practiced. And he 

struggled at first, but this 
morning just now he wasn’t 
struggling at all and I was 
like, ‘okay, you’re right.’ He 
loves it so much he made it 
work,” Zurakowsky said.

The band is planning to 
do two of the same songs at 
nationals that they did at 
the regional competition.

Making it to the na-
tional level is a significant 
achievement for a school 
of just 330 students, he 
adds. A larger high school 
of 1,600 students will have 
dedicated music students, 
but at Woodland a student 
who’s in concert band 
can also be on executive 
council, play soccer and 
volunteer on the spirit com-
mittee.

“They have multiple roles 

that way. It’s just amazing 
how they can multitask that 
way,” Zurakowsky said.

He says the competition 
has forced the students to 
think at a higher level and 
learn to focus on a task as 
a group of 50. They’ve also 
gained confidence from 
accomplishing a goal that 
wasn’t easy.

Just a year and a half 
into his teaching career at 
Woodland, Zurakowsky 
expects the concert band 
to only get better year after 
year.

“I feel like we haven’t hit 
our ceiling point yet. We 
still have a lot of growth 
that we can do. Students 
are very talented here. I feel 
they’re capable of much 
more.”

Woodland’s senior concert band will be attending the National Music Festival later this year after performing well enough at the Golden Horseshow Music Festival to receive an invitation – a first for the school. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

church members expressed 
how important they think 
the project is. So much so, 
that when a certain dollar 
amount was suggested to 
donate, the congregation 
requested it be upped to 
$50,000, which it was.

“Providing safe afford-
able housing like that is  re-
ally critical. It’s something 
we’ve supported in the past, 

continue to support so when 
this project came up in our 
area it just seemed like the 
right thing to do. I think for 
us part of what we’ve done 
with this and the other one 
is just to highlight projects 
like this and to encourage 
our community to live gen-
erously as well,” Kehl said.

Other churches have 
shown their support, 
Driedger adds. 

Elmira Mennonite Church 
has hosted a bike-a-thon 
every year for the last num-
ber of years, which they’ll be 
doing again this year. Wal-
lenstein Bible Chapel and 
Zion Mennonite have both 
indicated they want to do 
some fundraising events for 
them, but the details haven’t 
been worked out yet.  

“I think generally it’s 
fair to say the church com-
munity in Elmira certainly 
recognizes the need for af-
fordable housing. They see 
people in need all the time 
and through their network 
of people who attend church 
certainly have a real sense 
of where the gaps are within 
Elmira,” Driedger said.

They’ve also received 

strong support from local 
businesses and business 
owners who’d had success 
and are looking to give back 
to the community.  

“There’s a number that we 
haven’t been able to connect 
with yet, so we have a small 
group of volunteers who 
have been helping us knock 
on doors. It’s a long process. 
We would certainly want to 
encourage businesses that 
just because we haven’t 
knocked on the door yet 
doesn’t mean we don’t want 
their support or need their 
support,” Driedger said.

He’s optimistic they’ll 
reach their $1.7 million goal. 
They need to raise such a 
high amount because the 
building has to be sustain-
able in order to keep rent 
prices affordable. They’re 
going out to tender now and 
he’s curious to see when the 
quotes come back if there are 
any savings.

Construction on the 25-
unit building located on 
the same land as Woolwich 
Community Services will 
begin this April with occu-
pancy for April of 2017.

“At this point we’re asking 

MENNOHOMES: Already a long list of those interested in units
FROM | 3 people to contact us if they 

want us to contact them 
when we’re ready to start 
accepting applications. I’ve 
got 280 names of individu-
als that want to be contacted 
when we’re ready to start 
the application process. It’s 
pretty significant. We’re not 
going to meet the demand, 
that’s for sure,” Driedger said.

The applicants will be as-
sessed on a needs basis and 
not based on if they submit-
ted their application first, in 
order to remain equitable.

With still a long way to go, 
Driedger says MennoHomes 
is humbled by the commu-
nity response thus far.

“Elmira is just such a 
generous community and I 
know there’s a lot of needs 
out there. To have people 
step up and contact us out 
of the blue and say I’ve 
heard about the project, I 
want to write a cheque for 
it, that’s incredible. That 
lifts your spirits and lets 
you know you’re doing 
something that people un-
derstand, they get it, they 
recognize the need. It really 
makes your day to know 
you’re on the right track.”



NEWS | 5THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2016

POLICE BLOTTER

F E B R U A R Y  1 6

9:00 PM | A Wellington 
County OPP officer conducting 
patrol on Wellington Road 7 near 
Side Road 5, Centre Wellington 
Township observed a 2012 Jaguar 
at a high rate of speed. The of-
ficer locked the vehicle on radar 
at approximately 146 km/h in an 
80 km/h zone. A 50-year-old Wel-
lington North Township man was  
charged with ‘race a motor vehicle.’ 
His driver’s licence and vehicle 
were seized for a period of seven 
days. He is to appear in Guelph 
Provincial Court on Apr. 6 to answer 
to the charge.

F E B R U A R Y  1 7

8:00 PM | The Perth County 
OPP are investigating the theft 
of a snowmobile from behind 
a rural residence near Gads Hill. 
Sometime between 6 a.m. and 8 
p.m. unknown suspects drove a 
vehicle onto the victim’s property 
and stopped near the back of the 
residence. The snowmobile that 
was parked at the rear of the 
residence was loaded in the back 
of a vehicle or onto a trailer. The 
snowmobile is described as a 2015 
Skidoo Renegade, 800cc with an 

Police remind drivers 
to “Lock It or Lose It”
REPORTS OF THEFTS 
FROM unlocked cars have 
police reminding the com-
munity that theft from 
motor vehicles is an ongo-
ing problem that directly 
impacts victims and places 
a strain on valuable police 
resources. This type of 
crime is not new, but it is 
often preventable through 
community engagement. 

“Lock It or Lose It” has 
existed in different forms 
for many years and is 
designed to encourage 
drivers to take simple pre-
cautions to help prevent 
crime and victimization. 
Through communication, 
the program incorpo-
rates effective prevention 
through public awareness 
and education in sup-
port of its enforcement 
activities. The program 
has proven that strategic 
partnerships between the 
community and police 
will reduce crime, police 
report.

The Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP), The Ontario 
Association of Chiefs of 
Police (OACP) and Insur-
ance Bureau of Canada 
(IBC) are encouraging citi-
zens to participate in the 
campaign. The goal of this 
proactive crime prevention 
program is to encourage 
drivers to take a few simple 
precautions that will pro-
tect their vehicles from 
theft. An unlocked door or 
an open window is an invi-
tation to thieves. 

orange cowling. Police are asking 
anyone with information about this 
theft to contact them at 1-888-310-
1122.  Should you wish to remain 
anonymous, you may call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477), 
and you may be eligible to receive 
a cash reward of up to $2,000.

F E B R U A R Y  1 8

10:00 AM | A 19-year-old 
Elmira man was charged with arson 
in connection with a fire two days 
earlier on Church Street in Elmira. 
The man had been taken to hospital 
after jumping out of a window to 
escape the blaze, suffering from 
smoke inhalation. No one else was 
home at the time, and there were 
no other injuries. Damage was 
estimated at $40,000. Detectives 
continue to investigate the incident.

F E B R U A R Y  2 0

9:55 AM | Police responded 
to an address on Halm Road in 
the Township of Woolwich due to 
a workplace accident. As a result 
of the circumstances, the Ministry 
of Labour was notified and re-
sponded. Waterloo Regional Police 
Service reported that no other 
information would be released.

Chamber hands 
out awards

St. Jacobs’ Home Hardware Stores Ltd. 
and Elora’s Grand River Raceway were 
among the winners at last week’s  2016 
Business Excellence Awards gala hosted 
by the Greater Kitchener Waterloo 
Chamber of Commerce.

Home Hardware got the nod for 
the Business of the Year (Over 50 
Employees) Award.

Since 1964, Home Hardware has grown 
from the original, single hardware 
store in St. Jacobs to Canada’s largest 

dealer-owned network of close to 
1,100 stores spanning the country and 
generating almost $5.7 billion in annual 
retail sales. 

Home Hardware employs some 18,000 
Canadians nationwide, with 2,100 
staff at their distribution centres and 
corporate office.

Grand River Raceway won the 
Hospitality/Tourism Award. Opened in 
2003, the raceway has become a  major 
contributor to the local community and 
regional tourism market. In 2015, the 
track welcomed more than 680,000 
visitors and had an economic impact 

of more than $53 million in total visitor 
spending. The organization employs 218 
people. In 2015, for the fifth consecutive 
year, it was the top-ranked of 14 OLG 
Slots At Racetracks sites for the number 
of guests per machine. 

The awards were presented Feb. 18 at 
Bingemans in Kitchener.

ECT winner of
a WODL award

The Elora Community Theatre’s 
production of The Drawer Boy earned 
the award for “Best Production of a 

Canadian Play” through the Western 
Ontario League Drama (WODL) Festival, 
beating out 25 other productions in the 
adjudication process.

ECT’s The Drawer Boy by Michael 
Healey and directed by Julie Wheeler 
Bryant will be presented with the 
award Mar. 16 at the historic Market 
Centre Theatre in Woodstock.  The 
Drawer Boy set dismantled after the 
run of the production at the Fergus 
Grand Theatre will be put back together 
again the morning of the event after it 
is transported to Woodstock.  The set, 
props, costumes are all reassembled for 

an evening performance.
The winner from the Woodstock 

competition will go on to compete at 
the Theatre Ontario festival during the 
May long weekend.

Whale inducted 
to hall of fame

The Ontario Agricultural Hall of Fame 
Association will induct five leaders 
into the Hall of Fame on June 12 at 
Country Heritage Park in Milton. To 
qualify for this prestigious recognition, 
inductees must have demonstrated 

visionary leadership, innovation, and 
entrepreneurship in the advancement of 
agriculture in Ontario.

Among the inductees is area farmer 
Deborah Whale, nominated by the 
Poultry Industry Council.

“Whether in the boardroom, at 
the podium, or on the family farm, 
Deborah Whale has been a trailblazer 
and passionate advocate for Ontario 
agriculture. From ag. research to poultry 
disease prevention and environmental 
sustainability, her vision has been a 
driving force for change,” the hall of 
fame association says of her selection.

1  Based on internal wet braking test results versus the Goodyear® Assurance® ComforTred® Touring tire size 185/65R15.
2  Based on commissioned third-party wear test results versus Continental® ProContact™ with EcoPlus Technology 

tire size 215/60R16.
3  Based upon fuel ef� ciency estimates from rolling resistance testing versus the Yokohama Avid TRZ tire size 215/60R16 over 

the warranted 145,000 km tread life of the MICHELIN® Defender™ tire. Actual on-road savings may vary.
*  145,000 kilometres warranty for T-speed rated tires. For terms and conditions, see your MICHELIN® Tires Owner’s Manuel or visit 

michelin.ca.
©  2014 Michelin North America (Canada) Inc. All rights reserved. The “Michelin Man” is a registered trademark licensed 

by Michelin North America, Inc.

•  Stops shorter than a leading competitor 1

•  Lasts up to 33,000 km longer than a leading competitor2

•  Can save up to $336 worth in fuel at $1.25 per litre3

SEE US FOR TIRES AND SERVICE 
THAT GO THE DISTANCE.

INTRODUCING THE MICHELIN® DEFENDER™ TIRE

145,000 KM OF CONFIDENT DRIVING*

SAFER.1   LONGER.2

(1989) Ltd.

1370 KING ST N. St. Jacobs, ON
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DOING IT RIGHT FOR OVER 80 YEARS!

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.
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$6.99 /lb.

$4.99
3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from February 29th – March 5th

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Store Made Coil Style 

Smoked Polish 
Sausage

Beef and Pork 
Burgers

Great Canadian 
Smoked Sausage

Meaty Back 
Ribs

Store Made 12 x 4 oz. 

REG. PRICE
$14.99 ea.

$12.99 REG. PRICE
$4.49 /lb.

$3.99
Store Made

Fresh

Pork Chops
Fresh

There are not many meat 
shops that can give you 

special cuts.
We have this daily skill!
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• Born & Raised in Elmira
• Grand daughter of Levi & Melinda Shantz
• Supporting Community for 20 years.

Juliane Shantz
B.A. (Hons), M.CI.SC, AuD,
Doctor of Audiology

ELMIRA  519-669-4425

The Clock Tower Wellness Centre
 w w w.ea randhea r ingc l in i c .com

The Clock Tower Wellness CentreThe Clock Tower Wellness Centre

FREE Hearing Consultation

“Dad, I’ve got big news! 
We’ve decided to
                            .

We need your help 
with the            .”

Hearing aids help 
fill in the blanks.

Book your no cost hearing test today.
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS, LOTS OF SAVINGS TO BE HAD!

The “Lock It or Lose It” 
program reminds 
drivers to always: 
• Roll up their vehicles’ 

windows; 
• Keep valuables out of sight; 
• Lock their doors; and 
• Pocket their keys. 

they are taking it seriously, 
looking at the charges and 
I have my fingers crossed,” 
he said after the court heard 
the Crown’s decision.

Shantz did not attend the 
court session. In an email 
later in the morning, Shantz 
said she couldn’t comment 
on the ongoing case.

“As it is obviously still 
before the courts, I have no 
comment.”

To avoid the appearance 
of a conflict of interest, 
Andres also informed the 
court that the case would 
be passed along to an out-
side Crown attorney from 
London – Fraser M. Kelly 
– for review and to look at 
whether there is a reason-
able chance of conviction.

“Mayor Shantz is not only 
a mayor, she is a regional 
councillor and I know the 
regional council has full au-
thority over the local police, 
and I don’t know their full 
authority on the courts,” 
said Marshall. “It may be 

something as little as kick-
ing in for maintenance, but 
there is some connection 
with local courts and the re-
gional government. I think 
it is a great idea, just to reas-
sure the public.”

The charges allege that 
Shantz misreported her 
campaign contributions 
and had gone over the al-
lowable limit. Marshall 
has previously brought 
complaints about Shantz’s 
expense filing to the Munic-
ipal Election Compliance 
Audit Committee (MECAC), 
which eventually accepted 
the mayor’s revised reports 
and opted against a full 
audit or additional action. 
Following Marshall’s first 
MECAC application, Shantz 
was forced to step down as 
mayor and seek reinstate-
ment via the court.

Marshall’s own recourse 
to the court resumes next 
month. The case has been 
adjourned to Mar. 23 at 9 
a.m. to hear from the new 
Crown prosecutor.

CHARGES: Woolwich mayor 
back in court again Mar. 23
FROM | COVER
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DESPITE PREMIER KATHLEEN WYNNE 
attempting to curry favour with municipal of-
ficials meeting this week under the auspices 
of the Rural Ontario Municipal Association 
(ROMA), the infrastructure situation is only 
being addressed at the margins. 

The province has pledged to triple funding under the 
Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund (OCIF) by 2018-
19. The formula funding component will be doubled next 
year to $100 million and increased ultimately to $200 mil-
lion within three years. The application portion of the pro-
gram is expected to rise to $100 million in three years.

Pledging more money is fine. Expecting bureaucrats 
on both ends – provincial and municipal – to spend the 
money wisely is not a safe bet. There’s been tweaking at 
the edges, but the infrastructure woes plaguing most mu-
nicipalities aren’t being solved. While both the federal and 
provincial governments have been offering up funding for-
mulas, the trend is downward given their fiscal misman-
agement and resultant debt load.

Despite the diminishing prospects of near-term as-
sistance, municipalities will have to bite the bullet on 
upgrades to crumbling roads, bridges and sewers. There 
are risks involved with pushing back capital spending on 
infrastructure – not uncommon around here – rather than 
tackling operating budgets. All too often the bureaucracy 
feeds itself at the expense of long-term projects that actu-
ally benefit residents, perhaps expecting the senior gov-
ernments to bail them out.

Municipalities should indeed expect a bigger share of 
the revenues collected by senior governments, especially 
in light of recent history. Looking to fix its fiscal situation, 
Ottawa downloaded costs to the provinces. In Ontario, 
particularly during the Harris years, the province in turn 
passed down the expense of many programs to the munic-
ipalities, with an inadequate share of the money to fund 
them. Over time, that decision put an increasing amount 
of strain on municipal budgets, and communities were 
hard-pressed to deal with immediate costs, let alone stock-
pile reserves for the replacement of aging infrastructure.

There’s been some action on the file, with senior govern-
ments sharing gas tax dollars, for instance, but the deficit 
still remains and municipalities want more help.

Hundreds of billions will be needed to repair and re-
place crumbling water systems, bridges, electrical grids 
and a host of other hard services we take for granted. That 
means more of our tax dollars will have to be directed that 
way at a time when an aging population will be demand-
ing ever-more health-care and related services. Tough 
decisions are coming, the kind we’ll have to keep in mind 
while reviewing both spending and tax policy. We’re going 
to need more, not less money. Some programs will have 
to go. New spending plans may have to be scrapped. In-
frastructure will have to be paid for largely within current 
budgets, meaning cuts on the operating side, mostly to 
wages and staff numbers.

There is likely to be no progress, however, under the cur-
rent provincial government, which channels the money 
it doesn’t waste or misappropriate into the wrong areas. 
While it pays lip service to the actual needs of Ontarians, 
its fiscal mismanagement means infrastructure will con-
tinue to crumble, taxes will rise unsustainably and deficits 
will mount while amounting to nothing useful for the 
public.

Provincial funds 
go to all the 
wrong priorities

What would you call a 
country that called for “a 
structure under which [Eu-
rope] can dwell in peace, 
in safety and in freedom ... 
a kind of United States of 
Europe” at the end of the 
Second World War (Win-
ston Churchill, 1946), but 
refused to join that struc-
ture when its European 
neighbours actually began 
building it (European Eco-
nomic Comunity, 1957)?

What would you call that 
country if it changed its 
mind and asked to join the 
EEC in 1961, a goal it finally 
achieved in 1973 under 
Conservative prime min-
ister Edward Heath – only 
to demand a renegotiation 
of its terms of membership 
and hold an In/Out referen-
dum on EEC membership 
under a Labour govern-
ment two years later?

What would you say if 
that country then demand-
ed another renegotiation 
of the terms of member-
ship under Conservative 
prime minister Margaret 
Thatcher in 1984, and in-

When it comes to the EU, petulance is the English way
sisted on opting out of the 
planned single currency 
when the countries of the 
European Community (as 
it now styled itself) signed 
the Treaty of Maastricht in 
1992?

And what would you 
say about that country’s 
behaviour if another Con-
servative prime minister, 
David Cameron, demanded 
another renegotiation on 
the terms of membership 
in what is now called the 
European Union in 2013, 
and promised another ref-
erendum once the results 
were known?

The word “ambivalent” 
would certainly spring to 
mind. “Capricious” also 
has a strong claim to be the 
right word. But the adjec-
tive that really sums up 
Britain’s behaviour in its 
70-year love-hate relation-
ship with the European 
project is “petulant.”

There’s going to be 
another referendum on 
whether the United King-
dom should stay in the 
European Union on June 
23. Not that Prime Minister 
Cameron wants to leave 
the EU, of course. His 2013 
promise of a referendum 
was mainly an attempt to 
steal votes from the United 

Kingdom Independence 
Party, which did indeed 
want to leave, in the 2015 
election.

But Cameron couldn’t 
walk away from his prom-
ise after he won the elec-
tion, because half of his 
own party wants to leave 
the European Union. Jere-
my Corbyn, the new leader 
of the Labour Party, is at 
best lukewarm about the 
EU, viewing it essentially 
as a capitalist plot that has 
some positive side-effects. 
And recent opinion polls 
suggest that the referen-
dum could go either way.

These are not the best of 
times for the EU. It has not 
responded well to the wave 
of mostly Middle Eastern 
refugees that began rolling 
across its frontiers early 
last year. It is suffering 
from chronic low growth 
and high unemployment 
(although the United 
Kingdom itself is doing 
quite well on both fronts). 
It is becoming clear that 
the adoption of the euro 
common currency by 19 
EU countries was a major 
mistake.

There is therefore a lot 
of disillusionment about 
the EU even among its 
core members on the Euro-

pean mainland, and some 
people fear that “Brexit” (a 
British exit from the Union) 
would start to unravel all 
the other deals and com-
promises that went into the 
construction of this his-
torically unlikely structure. 
But why are the British 
always the most disaffected 
ones?

All the countries on the 
west coast of Europe lost 
their overseas empires in 
the decades after the Sec-
ond World War, and Britain 
is not the only one to cling 
to delusions of grandeur in 
the aftermath. France, too, 
has a highly inflated view 
of its own importance. But 
the French understand the 
cost of European disunity 
much better than the Brit-
ish, because they paid a 
higher price.

It has to do with the fact 
that Britain is an island. Al-
most every other European 
country except Switzerland 
and Sweden has seen seri-
ous fighting on its own soil 
in the past hundred years. 
Many of them have seen it 
several times, and about 
half of them have been 
partly or wholly occupied 
by foreign troops for long 

DYER | 8

Rural transfer stations are just the thin edge of the wedge when it comes to the region’s changing financial priorities that don’t match what the public wants.
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NOTES

THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

It’s evident that governments care only for those who keep them in power

IF SOMEONE STEALS MY 
wallet, the economy is 
not improved – sure, the 
thief has more cash, but 
I’m out the correspond-
ing  amount. Net gain? 
Zero. The thief in this tale 
is the government, which 
is intent on enriching a 
few at the expense of the 
many – a reverse Robin 
Hood for the benefit of the 
votes it receives. There is, 
of course, an even smaller 
few who benefit even more 
– these are the big donors 
and benefactors who pull 
the strings.

Not that the public sec-
tor unions aren’t major 
benefactors, launching 
third-party front groups 
to support the provincial 
Liberals. The unions pour 
millions into such stunts. 
In the 2014 provincial elec-
tion, the money was used 
to sandbag Conservative 
leader Tim Hudak, whose 
bumbling wasn’t helped by 
attack ads. 

Such financing is illegal 
at the federal level, but the 

corrupt Wynne govern-
ment is beholden to the 
public sector unions for its 
grip on power. It will not do 
the right thing, under any 
circumstance.

In exchange for the lar-
gesse, the government is 
determined to continue 
robbing Peter (reminder: 
that’s us) to pay Paul. They 
will happily run down 
the economy and make 
paupers of all before they 
will do what’s good for the 
people. 

Governments have taken 
to robbing Peter (that’s 
you and me) to enrich 
Paul (that’s public sector 
workers). George Bernard 
Shaw was prescient about 
Wynne: “A government 
that robs Peter to pay Paul 
can always depend on the 
support of Paul.”

This lack of ethics in On-
tario comes at a huge cost. 
Take the example of police 
and firefighting costs, 
growing unsustainably at 
a time when crime rates 
and the number of fires are 
dropping dramatically.

The Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario 
(AMO) estimates the flawed 
arbitration system the 
province refuses to cor-

rect saw police officers 
and firefighters pocket an 
extra $485 million beyond 
what other municipal 
workers received between 
2010 and 2014 alone. The 
cost of emergency services 
have risen at three times 
the inflation rate each year 
since 2002, the organiza-
tion says.

“We’ve seen a dramatic 
increase,” AMO president 
Gary McNamara, mayor of 
the town of Tecumseh, tells 
the Globe and Mail. “It’s 
now eating up at least a 
third or better of municipal 
budgets; it’s very difficult 
to sustain. Something has 
to give. You can bend so 
much, but we’re at the 
breaking point.

“What does $485-million 
buy? It would buy a lot of 
infrastructure improve-
ments in our communities: 
more social housing, more 
roads; we could repair 
more bridges. All of those 
are great opportunities that 
we’re certainly losing. It’s 
a lot of money that could 
have been used in other 
areas.”

Given the votes and the 
money provided by public 
sector unions, the Liberals 
are in no hurry to change 

things.
A look at third-party 

spending in the last elec-
tion tells the story. The 
Ontario Professional Fire 
Fighters Association spent 
$74,718.28, while the On-
tario Provincial Police As-
sociation put up $200,000. 
But it was the teachers who 
were the biggest spend-
ers. And, not surprisingly, 
huge winners under this 
government. The Ontario 
Secondary School Teach-
ers’ Federation  spent 
$386,454, while the El-
ementary Teachers’ Fed-
eration of Ontario chipped 
in $1,275,528. Through a 
front group called Working 
Families, both unions paid 
in another $250,000 each 
(the firefighters provided 
$100,000 to this group, as 
did a long list of unions), 
while the OSSTF gave an-
other $250,000 through 
another front called Project 
Ontario.

The dots aren’t difficult 
to connect.

These numbers tell you 
such contributions should 
be outlawed, as they are 
federally (not that there 
aren’t plenty of holes in 
the regulations, as noted 
in this space from time to 

time). Given the size of the 
civil service, there’s also 
an argument to be made to 
disenfranchise employees 
given the conflict of inter-
est – their demands are 
in direct contrast to the 
public good. The latter isn’t 
feasible for now, but the 
government could easily 
eliminate all contributions, 
lobbying and third-party 
advertising.

That would be a key first 
step to reversing a trend 
that has placed many gov-
ernment workers into the 
top 10 per cent of wage 
earners – inclusion on the 
sunshine list vaults many 
into the top five. Nobody 
objects to paying people a 
decent wage, but the ben-
efits, pensions and perks 
are unsustainable. 

More disturbing is this 
gap is widening as the over-
all economy continues its 
downward trend. Private 
sector workers face falling 
incomes, longer hours, pre-
carious work and a host of 
other ills that can be attrib-
uted to neoliberal policies 
such as globalization and 
“free” trade agreements, 
the result of corporatism, 
crony capitalism writ large. 
Look, for instance, at the 

run-up to the U.S. elec-
tions, where wealth, power, 
and crony capitalism fit 
together. So far in the 2016 
election, the richest 400 
Americans have accounted 
for more than a third of all 
campaign contributions.

As with the U.S. system, 
government here is not 
working for the average 
voter. Sadly, we have a long 
list of reasons to be com-
pletely distrustful.

Any hope of regaining 
even a modicum of public 
trust starts with each level 
of government getting its 
fiscal house in order. The 
long list of waste and cor-
ruption has been reported 
widely.

Partisans turn a blind 
eye to all of the negatives, 
whether that’s in support 
of a particular party or a 
pet project. The rest of us 
look on apathetically, often 
resigned to the fact graft 
and corruption abound. 
A few note that incompe-
tence is commonplace, 
from municipal bureaucra-
cies through to the board-
rooms of multinationals.

The only way that’s go-
ing to change is through 

What do you think of the province’s plan to put wine on grocery shelves?

“I think it is a great idea. You can pay for your 
wine and beer at the same time as your 
groceries.”

 » Mike Meilke

“It’s a good idea. It is easier to get.”

 » Jeff Weber

“It doesn’t matter to me. I can’t drink wine, I 
am allergic to it.”

 » Carmen Bouffard

“I don’t think it’s a good idea.”

 » Stephanie Hawkins

“It’s already there to a degree, I really have no 
opinion.”

 » Derek Grant

“There is therefore a lot of disillusionment about the EU even among its core members on the European mainland ...” Gwynne Dyer | 6

KANNON | 8
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Putting the issue to the 
vote could have consequences
FROM | 6

 » National Farmers Union

periods. Whereas Britain 
has not been successfully 
invaded for almost a thou-
sand years.

Britain is not alone in 
seeing the follies of the 
EU bureaucracy and re-
senting the cost of the 
compromises that have to 
be made to keep the en-
terprise alive. It is alone, 
or almost alone, in seeing 
European unity purely 
as an optional project, to 
be reassessed from time 
to time by calculating its 
economic benefits and 
weighing them against its 
political and emotional 
costs for Britain.

Emotional costs? Yes, 
and this is where the petu-
lance comes from. There is 
a fantasy, still quite preva-
lent in England, that the 
country could have a much 
more satisfying future as a 
fully independent player, 
unshackled from the dull 

and stodgy European 
Union and living by its wits 
as a swashbuckling global 
trader. To which one can 
only say: Good luck with 
that.

This romantic vision is 
not shared by the Scots, 
who would certainly break 
away if English votes took 
the United Kingdom out 
of the EU. But an indepen-
dent Scotland might find 
it hard to claim EU mem-
bership after the divorce, 
as Madrid would not want 
to establish a precedent 
that Catalonian separat-
ists could use to argue that 
breaking away from Spain 
would be painless.

Most British leaders have 
worked hard to manage 
the inflated expectations 
of English super-patriots 
and keep the country more 
or less on track. Cameron 
has dropped the ball, and 
the consequences for both 
Britain and Europe may be 
quite serious.

If the Trans-Pacific Partnership is ratified, the border will be opened 
wider, increasing imports, primarily from the USA, with severe 
consequences. The TPP would immediately allow imports equal to 
3.25% of Canada’s current fresh milk supply, with increases of 1% 
(compounding) per year for the next 18 years. 80% of these milk 
imports must be processed in Canada, and would likely be mixed 
with Canadian supplies.

 » Greg deGroot-Maggetti, program manager for Living Wage Waterloo Region and 
chair of Ontario Living Wage Network, says as more employers commit to the living 
wage campaign, the concept of a living wage economy becomes more realistic

“Where the living wage really has an impact is when it begins to 
reach more of those contracted positions – the cleaning services, 
the catering services the security services. As we get more large 
employees signing on, we’ll create a market for service providers 
which are committed to paying a living wage.”

 » From the Feb. 27, 2010 edition of The Observer

Kenneth Ferguson, 43, was sentenced to 20 years in jail Feb. 18 after 
pleading guilty to second degree murder in the strangling death of 
his wife. Valerie Ferguson, 44, was found dead in the bedroom of 
the family home in April 2008. Ferguson was charged with 
first-degree murder and the prosecution had strong evidence that 
the killing was planned, but accepted the plea to the lesser charge 
to spare the family a drawn-out trial.

Floradale
PARKVIEW MANORS

PARKVIEW MANORS
Floradale

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:   MARK.............519-465-7388 | LEON..............519-210-0127
30 FLORAPINE RD., FLORADALE

Scenic, country setting on 16 acre property  |  Adjacent to park area and hiking trail 
Garden plots available  |  Low utility costs!  |  Large central area for family get-togethers 

All units include kitchenettes  |  Central dining available 2 days per week
Home Care nursing available to eligible applicants

ONE PRE-OWNED SINGLE BEDROOM UNIT 
Available for immediate Possession $199,500

41 Unit Christian Lifestyle Seniors’ Residence

the political will to push 
for true accountability. 
The politicians won’t do it, 
however, unless we force 
them to: they’re happy 
with a self-serving system 
that allows unfettered ac-
cess to the cookie jar for 
themselves and their finan-
cial backers.

Quite simply, politicians 

have no interest in tighten-
ing up the rules to elimi-
nate self-interest as a moti-
vation for decision making 
among elected officials and 
bureaucrats. They’ll talk a 
good game, especially in 
opposition, but really want 
to keep their options open 
– they won’t even entertain 
rules to keep politicians 
from lying, on the hustings 
or otherwise.

KANNON: More accountability 
needed, but don’t count on it
FROM | 7

www.observerxtra.com/write-a-letter

WRITE A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR
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SPORTS
SL0-PITCH / INTERNATIONAL FLAVOUR

Sharing their love of the game
Local slo-pitch team collecting baseball gear to be donated to kids in the Dominican Republic

WHITNEY NEILSON

GALEA | 11

SLO-PITCH | 13

OPEN
COUNTRY

Turkey 
season 
around 
the corner 
– you’re 
welcome

EVERY NOW AND THEN I 
run into someone who says 
something like, “Why do 
you hunt wild turkeys?”

This a fantastic question 
and one that I’ll address in 
this column. 

There are almost too 
many reasons to list. They 
taste good. They provide 
a challenging hunt. I like 
the setting they live in. 
I enjoy hunting them in 
spring when the wildflow-
ers are up and the forest is 
greening. I like seeing the 
returning songbirds. I love 
hearing woodcock peent 
and grouse drum. I enjoy 
seeing gobblers display and 
am thrilled every time I 
hear their lusty calls. 

Mostly, however, I do it 
so you can get your mail. 

No need to thank me.
I was reminded of this af-

ter hearing a 9-1-1 call about 
a wild turkey flock in New 
Jersey that was preventing 
a postman from delivering 
the mail. Those bold birds 
were attacking the postal 
truck and the employee to 
the point where the police 
had to be called in.

Just to be clear, that’s a 
federal offense.

This is nothing new. Over 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

A LOCAL GROUP OF avid 
slo-pitch players are off to 
the Dominican Republic 
next week for seven days of 
sun, relaxation, and some 
charitable giving.

This will be the third 
year Heidelberg resident 
Scott McGregor and his 
girlfriend have travelled to 
the Dominican for vaca-
tion and to donate baseball 
goods to the locals, and the 
second time they’ve taken 
their teammates.

“I had a boatload of 
equipment. I had probably 
10, 15 extra gloves, some 
stuff sitting around. I said 
I might as well put this to 
good use. There’s got to be 
kids there that would want 
it. I sent a message to the 
resort and I actually got a 
call back from the general 
manager of the resort. He 
says I can find you a group 
of kids, just come and look 
me up when we get there,” 
McGregor said.

He gathered Angry Birds 
jerseys, baseballs, bats, and 
gloves and when they ar-
rived the general manager 
took them to find some 
local kids who could use 
some new baseball gear. 

“When we got there they 
were sharing about four or 
five gloves, they were play-
ing with a ball without a 
cover, they were using bats 
that were basically termites 
holding hands. It was aw-
ful. When I showed up with 
all of this equipment it was 

Heidelberg resident Scott McGregor and a group of fellow slo-pitch players are off to the Dominican Republic next week for a vacation and to help out their southern ball players with some 
gear and friendly competition. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Book with Lisa NOW and see what Osteopathy can do for you!

SOS Physiotherapy Elmira would like to welcome 
Osteopathic Manual Practitioner Lisa Fulcher to 
our team of experienced health care professionals.
Osteopathy applies the knowledge of the body to all diseases, disorders and dysfunctions. 
An osteopathic manual practitioner uses different techniques and approaches to balance 
all systems of the body as an integrated unit to provide overall good health. 

Sharing their love of the game
Local slo-pitch team collecting baseball gear to be donated to kids in the Dominican Republic

pretty cool. I got to hit with 
them and play ball with 
them. It was a great time,” 
McGregor said.

After that first trip he 
kept in touch with the 
general manager and to-
gether they booked some 
baseball diamond time to 

play against a team of guys 
from the resort. Over the 
course of the year they col-
lected 300 pounds worth 
of baseball equipment, 
roughly three full hockey 
goalie bags full of jerseys, 
balls, bats, gloves, cleats, 
and helmets.

When they arrived in the 
Dominican last year they 
met up with a coach and 
about 100 kids at a nearby 
park to dole out the three 
bags of equipment. And 
since baseball is the most 

IT’S OFF TO THE second 
round for the Jacks, who 
knocked the Tavistock 
Braves out of the Mid-
western Junior C Hockey 
League 2016 playoffs in just 
five games.

Jacks advance in playoffs after opening round
Team needed fi ve games, wrapping up series with a 7-3 win on home ice; next up Ayr Centennials

LIZ BEVAN The decisive blow came 
on Wellesley’s home ice 
Feb. 17, where the game 
ended with a score of 7-3. 
The Jacks now face the Ayr 
Centennials. 

Head coach Brad Ger-
ber says he is extremely 
happy to see the guys take 

the series in five, and last 
Wednesday’s game was as 
near to a perfect game as 
he has seen all series.

“It was a big win. I am 
quite pleased with the way 
we played. I think that is 
as close as we have come 
to playing a full game all 

series, and we actually got 
the results. It just goes to 
show,” he said, adding that 
the team has been working 
on getting 60 minutes of 
topnotch play all season. 
“We talk about taking it 
20 minutes at a time, and 
then try to get a 60 minute 

game in and we did that for 
the most part. It shouldn’t 
be (difficult to do), but for 
some reason it is.”

Scoring started early in 
the game, with a goal from 
Joe Heath (Mark Lebold, 

JACKS | 11
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2014 DODGE DART GT
2.4 litre Multi-air 4 cylinder engine, 6 speed 
automatic transmission, leather interior with heated 
seats, heated steering wheel, remote start, Uconnect 
8.4 media with Bluetooth and Navigation, back-up 
camera and much more. Finished in Granite, only 
13,800 kilometers$22,995.

156
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2009 DODGE CALIBER SXT H/B
4 cylinder with automatic transmission, air condition-
ing, alloy wheels, fog lights and more. Vehicle well 
maintained and in excellent condition. Finished in blue, 
only 106,700 kilometers. $7,995.

$7,995
+ HST

2015 CHRYSLER 200C SEDAN
Top-of-line 200C model wth 3.6 litre V6 engine,9-speed 
automatic transmission, leather interior with heated seats 
and steering wheel, panoramic sunroof, Navigation, remote 
start, back-up camera and much more. Previous daily rental. 
Finished in Granite metallic, only 20,900 kilometers. $23,995.

163
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2010 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
RT model with all-wheel-drive, leather interior, heated 
seats, power driver’s seat, remote start, Uconnect with 
Bluetooth, back-up camera, power sunroof and more. 
finished in Cashmere, only 115,800 kilometers. $13,995.

153
48 mths
@ 5.99%

$169
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2013 DODGE JOURNEY CREW
7 passenger seating, V6 engine, rear seat video group, 
heated seats and steering wheel, rear climate, rear 
back-up camera, Bluetooth and more. Finished in White, 
only 40,400km. $21,995.

2010 DODGE CALIBER SXT H/B
4 cylinder engine with automatic transmission, air 
conditioning, heated seats, alloy wheels, fog lights, 
cruise control, power windows/locks and more. Only 
64,500 kms, finished in white. $9,995.

110
48 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2011 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED 4X4
Sahara model with 6-speed manual transmission, 
dual tops, air conditioning and more. Finished in 
White. Only 67,400 kilometers$29,995.

269
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

169
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CREW PLUS
2nd & 3rd row Stow-n-go seating. Many extras incld 
leather seating, heated seats & steering wheel, 
Navigation, Bluetooth, remote start, back-up camera, 
power side doors & liftgate & more. Finished in 
Maximum Steel Only 59,100km. $24,995.

leasing
is

back...

0%
Lease finance rate

on most new

2016 models

A DECISIVE WIN ON Tues-
day over Owen Sound 
Collegiate and Vocational 
Institute at the Central 
Western Ontario Secondary 
Schools Association cham-
pionship means Woodland 
Christian High School’s 
senior girls’ volleyball 
team is off to the provincial 
competition for the second 
consecutive year.

The Breslau school team 
will compete in the Ontario 
Federation of School Ath-
letic Associations at Rock-
way Mennonite Collegiate 
from Mar. 6-9.

This will conclude an-
other highly successful sea-
son for the girls, says head 
coach Jamie Wright.

“It’s been an excellent 
season. We had a really 
competitive league in dis-
trict eight this year. The 
top five teams were all 
very close. Any team could 
beat any another team on 
a given night, which was 
great. It made things really 
exciting. We ended up fin-
ishing first in the regular 
season and then we won 
our semi final over St. Da-
vid, then lost in the final to 
St. Marys,” Wright said.

Woodland volleyball squad heading back to provincials
Christian high school’s senior girls took bronze last year and they’re eager to put together another strong showing

WHITNEY NEILSON Made up of seven return-
ing and five new players, 
the team has been gunning 
for another shot at the pro-
vincial level, OFSAA, after 
winning bronze there last 
year, which was a first for 
the team. Prior to CWOSSA 
on Tuesday, he said they 
were hoping to repeat that 
success, but it would be a 
challenging road.

“We haven’t seen any 
other teams in person but 
we’ve looked at results. 
And we expect that all of 
the teams at CWOSSA will 
be quite strong. It will be a 
challenge. We have to win 
CWOSSA in order to qualify 
for OFSAA. So it will defi-
nitely be a big challenge 
because all of the other 
teams were at the top of 
their league. Even though 
it’s all A teams at CWOSSA, 
so the smaller schools, but 
all of those teams finished 
at the top of their leagues 
and those leagues included 
AA and AAA schools, just 
like ours,” Wright said.

And compete they did.
They defeated OSCVI 

2-0 Tuesday morning to 
start off CWOSSA. They 
followed that up with a 
2-1 win over Georgian Bay 
Secondary School and a 1-1 

match with Valley Heights 
Secondary School. They 
took the championship 
title after beating OSCVI 
3-0 in the final.

“It’s been a highly suc-
cessful team and the most 
successful girls volleyball 
team at Woodland that 
we’ve had in about 10 years 
and the fact that they won 
the first ever OFSAA medal 
is exciting,” Wright said.

After Christmas they 
went undefeated in league 
play up until the end of the 
regular season.

“That was pretty excit-
ing and that included two 
come from behind five set 
wins. We were down 2-0 in 
matches against St. David 
and Resurrection and we 
came back and won those 
in five sets. Those were 
two highlights for sure, big 

comeback wins. And then 
another highlight would 
definitely be the semi final 
win over St. David because 
that was extremely close. 
St. David has a very good 
team and it was a very ex-
citing match,” Wright said.

He says one of the keys 
to their success has been 
some strong leadership 
from their captains, Mi-
chaela Hellinga and Marika 

Frank. They’ll graduate 
this year.

All the girls have been 
working well as a team this 
season, focusing on trying 
to encourage each other 
and communicate well.

While last season saw 
the team rife with injuries, 
they haven’t been hit as 
hard this time around.

“We’ve had one player 
out with a concussion since 
the beginning of January 
and she’s still out. It looks 
unlikely at this point that 
she’ll be able to make it 
back. That’s been our one 
major injury concern this 
year, a couple other little 
ones, but not a lot. It’s been 
much better than last year. 
Last year was quite a chal-
lenge but we do miss hav-
ing our one player who’s 
been out since the begin-
ning of January,” Wright 
said.

Rockway Mennonite Col-
legiate is hosting OFSAA, 
but they’re having games 
at Rockway, at Woodland, 
and at École Secondaire 
Catholique Père-René-de-
Galinée as well. Now, the 
team is looking forward 
to competing at OFSAA in 
front of their hometown 
fans.

Woodland’s senior girls’ volleyball team poses here with their District 8 silver medals. They competed at CWOSSA on Tuesday, taking the 
championship match, and moving on to OFSAA. [SUBMITTED]
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my tenure as news editor 
for Ontario Out of Doors 
magazine, I had read at 
least five reports of similar 
behaviour from roving 
flocks of wild turkeys. They 
are aggressive. 

On one occasion not far 
from my home at the time, 
they even attacked a troop 
of Girl Guides. Poor inno-
cent Girl Guides. 

You have to ask yourself, 

what kind of horrible crea-
ture do you have to be to at-
tack those very people who 
bring us delicious cookies? 

Those turkeys should be 
ashamed of themselves.

I suppose there are some 
folks out there who are 
probably thinking that I 
am painting all wild tur-
keys with the same brush. 
Frankly, I’d prefer to think I 
am basting all wild turkeys 
with the same brush.

Whatever way you look 
at it, I think this is fair 
warning that, given their 
way, wild turkeys are fully 
capable of disrupting the 
important things we hold 
dear – essentially the 
chance to peruse flyers and 
buy cookies. 

I, for one, believe that we 
should not let this stand. 

Yes, at this moment it’s 
just those two things. But 
what if we let those things 

slide? What’s next? 
I’ll tell you what’s next. 

A third thing, that’s what. 
Quite possibly, roving 
gangs of wild turkeys 
whose goal will be to make 
our towns and downtown 
cores unsafe. And, if we 
allow this, where is the 
criminal element going to 
relocate to?

Luckily, hunting season 
for wild turkey will be upon 
us in just over two months 

as I write this. That’s our 
best opportunity to show 
those aggressive wild tur-
keys that we humans won’t 
be trifled with. 

Again, you are welcome. 
When this column is 

complete, as it will be in 
150 or so words, I will send 
it in and then take a drive 
to our local post office to 
get my mail. Once there, I 
will pick up flyers and an 
assortment of bills as well 

as junk mail and perhaps 
even notices of property 
taxes as well as letters from 
Revenue Canada remind-
ing me that tax time is just 
around the corner. 

I will get all these things 
because our local wild tur-
key flock knows better than 
to mess around with the 
mail we get. 

Now that I think of it, I 
just might spend more time 
trout fishing this year. 

GALEA: There are public safety issues that can be resolved by vigilant turkey hunters
FROM | 9

Join us for this FREE event!

Tuesday
March 1, 2016
9 am - 1:30 pm
Breslau Community

Centre
100 Andover Drive

Breslau

For lunch and/or
transportation register by

February 29, 2016
519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900

This event is hosted by The Township of Woolwich in partnership with the Older Adult Centres’
Association of Ontario (OACAO) and sponsored by the Ontario Seniors’ Secretariat.

• Speakers

Fraud Prevention
Presented by: Waterloo Regional Police

Service Support Panel
Presented by: Community Care Concepts,
Community Care Access Centre,
Woolwich Community Health Centre and 
the Canadian Mental Health Association

• Information Displays
• Lunch
• Door Prizes
• Transportation to the Event

Nick Palmer) just under 
five minutes into the first, 
putting the Jacks into an 
early 1-0 lead. About 30 
seconds later, Nick Mercier 
doubled that, with assists 
from Sean McEwan and Cal 
Jefferies.

Tavistock was ready to 
fire back, however, holding 
off the Jacks for the rest 
of the period, and scoring 
two of their own goals, ty-
ing up the game late in the 
first. Jacob Rooke scored 
at 18:36, with help from 
Mackenzie Sealy, followed 
quickly by another Tavis-
tock marker from Dalton 
Smith, assisted by Rooke 
and Garrett Schultz.

Gerber says he wasn’t 
surprised to see Tavistock 
come back. They are a tra-
ditionally aggressive team.

“Tavistock played well, 
too, and they wanted to 
win as badly as we did. 
They are very aggressive, 
but overall, we were quite 
pleased with the way we 
played that night,” he 
said. “We had a couple of 
breakdowns and a couple 
of times when we took our 
foot off the pedal, but that 
is going to happen.”

Heading into the second, 
all tied up, Wellesley took 
over, scoring two more, 
halfway through the first 
from Mercier, helped by 
Heath, and the second, less 
than a minute later at 10:01 
from Shaun Pickering, as-
sisted by Alex Uttley and 
Brady Gerber. The Jacks 
would stay in the lead for 
the rest of the game.

Now two goals down, 
tempers ran high on Tavis-
tock’s bench, with gloves 
coming off, and fighting 
penalties handed out to 
both teams. Wellesley 
wasn’t much better, with 16 
penalties to Tavistock’s 17. 

The third period started 
on a high note for the 
Jacks, with a goal from 
McEwan early on, assisted 
by Jefferies and Lebold. 
The third was heated, with 
penalties getting handed 
to both teams for rough-
ing, boarding, misconduct, 
inciting an opponent, head 
contact, hooking and slash-
ing. Up until the last thirty 

JACKS: Wellesley opens the second round on the road in Ayr, returing home for game Saturday
FROM | 9

seconds of the game. 
Wellesley continued 

the scoring, with an unas-
sisted marker from Jeffer-
ies. Tavistock got one last 
goal, coming from Derek 
Hyde and assisted by Tay-
ler Trachsel at 12:54, but 
Wellesley took the time 
to answer, with a short-
handed goal from McEwan, 
his second of the period, on 
an empty net and helped 
along by Lebold.

The five game series saw 
more goals in a game than 
most playoff hockey, and 
Gerber credits the high 
numbers to the passion 
coming from the players, 
but made sure to laud the 
talent between the posts.

“I thought both sides 
had really good goaltend-
ing. It was just both teams 
working hard and being 
aggressive, going to the 
net,” he said. “There were a 
lot of goals this series that 
were screened and tips and 
things like that. Just goes 
to show that both teams 
worked hard to get to the 
net, where good things 
happen.”

The series only lasted 
five games, and Gerber 
says he expected a longer 
run against the Braves, 
who were pretty darn close 
to the Applejacks in the 
standings. 

“I thought the series 
would go a lot longer. In 
the standings we are two 

pretty evenly matched 
teams,” he said, adding 
that a couple of the games 
came out in Wellesley’s 
favour due to a bit of luck 
and good timing. “You 
have to remember that we 
won two of those games 
in overtime in Tavistock 
and they could have gone 
either way. I am happy with 
the way it ended, but you 
have to remember that we 
are fortunate as well. We’ll 
definitely take it, though.”

Tavistock ended the 
season in fifth place with 
a record of 19-20-1 and 39 
points.

Next up, the Jacks will 
be facing the Ayr Cen-
tennials, fresh off their 
opening-round win against 
the Burford Bulldogs in 
five games. Wellesley will 
be visiting Ayr for the 
first game of the series on 
Thursday, before heading 
back home for game two 
on Saturday night. Gerber 
says the team is going to 
have to fight against the 
Centennials to continue to 
the finals. 

“They had a really good 
team last year – they went 
to the semi-finals of all 
of Ontario (the Schmalz 
Cup), and lost to the team 
that ended up winning 
the whole thing, the Essex 
73s,” he said, adding how 
the series is going to be a 
challenge, but the team is 
looking ahead. “They are 
just as strong, if not stron-
ger, this year, and we will 
definitely have our hands 
full. You have to almost 
play a perfect game to beat 
those guys, but we are up 
to the challenge. The way 
our guys have been playing 
with confidence, and if we 
stick to our game plan, we 
can definitely compete.”

The two teams faced off 
in the first round of the 
2015 MWJCHL playoffs, 
where Ayr swept the Jacks 
in four games. 

Game one of the series 
starts on Feb. 25 at the 
North Dumfries Arena at 
7:30 p.m. Game two starts 
at 7:30 p.m. in Wellesley on 
Feb. 27. The team then trav-
els back to North Dumfries 
on Feb. 28 for a 12:30 p.m. 
match.

Wellesley netminder Ryan Porter makes a save Feb. 17 against Tavistock. Porter contributed excellent goaltending that led to the team’s win 
and journey to the next round of playoffs. [LIZ BEVAN  / THE OBSERVER]

Applejacks forward Alex Uttley puts the 
puck to the net in the team’s win against 
the Tavistock Braves last week.
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WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Tyke Select 
Feb. 13 vs Hespeler
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Mitchell Krasovec (2), 
Wade McKenzie
Assists: Spencer Hume, Tristan 
Hill, Caleb Paquet

Tyke Select
Feb. 14 vs Oakville
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Mitchell Krasovec, Carter 
Weir, Cam Dawson
Assists: Tristan Hill (2), Mitchell 
Krasovec, Spencer Hume, Gabe 
Reitzel

Novice: MAJOR
Feb. 20 vs Oakville
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Owen Weppler, Riley 
Dettweiler
Assists: Keaton Kidd, Matthew 
Darrigan, Owen Weppler, 
Josh Frey

Novice: LL #3
Feb. 20 vs Tavistock
Home: 3  Visitor: 3
Goals: Carson Staken (2), Adam 
Lavigne

Atom: MINOR AE
Feb. 14 vs Caledon
Home: 5  Visitor: 4
Goals: Owen Weber (3), Tyson 
Roth, Preston Hackert
Assists: Tyson Roth, Jake 
Patterson (2), Keegan Martin

Atom: MINOR AE
Feb. 16 vs Caledon
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Josh Gibson, Tyson Roth, 
Kane Kruschat
Assists: Josh Uhrig (2), Owen 
Weber, Preston Hackert, Jake 
Patterson, Cale Waechter

Atom: MAJOR A
Feb. 20 vs Burlington
Home: 2  Visitor: 4
Goals: Eric Hutton, Mason 

THE SCORE

Spark

PeeWee: MINOR AE
Feb. 13 vs Ancaster
Home: 4  Visitor: 5
Goals: Sebastian Garrett, Sam 
Siopiolosz, Griffin Boerner
Assists: Lucas Radler

PeeWee: MINOR AE
Feb. 20 vs Caledon
Home: 6  Visitor: 3
Goals: Sam Siopiolosz, Lucas 
Radler (3), Shelby Rempel, 
Mitchell Hartman
Assists: Lucas Radler, Shelby 
Rempel, Sam Goebel, Sam 
Siopiolosz, Josh Moore, Aiden 
von Kannen, Mitchell Hartman

PeeWee: MAJOR AA
Feb. 21 vs Guelph
Home: 1  Visitor: 4
Goals: Cameron Leonard
Assists: Gavin Roemer, Michael 
Hayes

PeeWee: LL #3
Feb. 20 vs New Hamburg #3
Home: 0  Visitor: 6

Midget: MINOR A
Feb. 14 vs Milton
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Cade Schaus, Matthew 
McDonald
Assists: Daniel Carr, Isaiah 
Thornback, Austin Flaherty

Midget: MINOR A
Feb. 14 vs Milton
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Nolan McLaughlin
Assists: Devin Williams, Isaiah 
Thornback

Midget: MINOR A
Feb. 18 vs Milton
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Nolan McLaughlin, Cole 
Altman, Joü  Wang
Assists: Isaiah Thornback, Riley 
Runstedler, Austin Flaherty, 
Joü  Wang

Midget: MINOR A
Feb. 20 vs Milton

Home: 6  Visitor: 3
Goals: Riley Runstedler (2), 
Joü  Wang, Cole Altman, Austin 
Flaherty, Cade Schaus
Assists: Brent Mulder (2), Nolan 
Mc Laughlin 4, Daniel Carr

Midget: LL #1
Feb. 19 vs Tavistock
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Ben Bishop, Aaron 
Crawford, Nathan Horst, Max 
Bender, Jeff Talbot
Assists: Jon Martin, Aaron 
Crawford, Will Mewhinney, 
Trent Brunkard

Midget: LL #1
Feb. 22 vs Ayr
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Nathan Horst (2), Alex 
Metzger, Mike DeVries
Assists: Nick Campagnolo, Max 
Bender, Ben Bishop, Liam Catton
Shutout: Terry Chau

Midget: LL #2
Feb. 19 vs New Hamburg #2
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Joe Hanley, Kyle 
Gingrich, Luke Decorte, Luke 
Charter
Assists: Nick Kieswetter, Blake 
Doerbecker, Vince Dally

TOURNAMENT

PeeWee: LL #2
Frank Dymock Classic
Wallaceburg Feb.12-14
Game 1 vs Wallaceburg
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Ashton Weber (2), Ryan 
Shantz
Assists: Ryan Shantz, Jamie 
Reichard, Jon Staken
Feb. 13 vs West London
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Ashton Weber (2), 
Emmett Weissenboeck, Michael 
Wang
Assists: Ashton Weber
Feb. 13 vs Thorold
Home: 1  Visitor: 5
Goals: Ashton Weber

Assists: Jon Staken, Jamie 
Reichard
Feb. 13 vs Richmond Hill
Home: 5  Visitor: 7
Goals: Ryan Shantz, Patrick 
Perry, Thomas Hill-Ring, 
Emmett Weissenboeck (2)
Assists: Patrick Perry (3), 
Dominic Roth (2), Thomas 
Hill-Ring

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Atom: LL #1
Feb. 20 vs Wilmot
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Claire Jacklin, Kyla Bloch
Assists: Alison Martin
Shutout: Makenna Kroetsch

Atom: LL #1
Feb. 21 vs Ayr #1
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Claire Jacklin (2)
Assists: Reese Talbot (2), Nora 
Beatty, Kelsey Brubacher

PeeWee: B
Feb. 18 vs Ayr
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals:  Maddy Goss, 
Delaney Jacklin
Assists: Ella Campbell, Delaney 
Keen
Shutout: Bethany Hebbourn

PeeWee: B
Feb. 21 vs Twin Centre
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Maddy Goss
Shutout: MacKenzie Koenig

PeeWee: C 7105
Feb. 13 vs Cambridge
Home: 1  Visitor: 4
Goals: Jillian McIntyre
Assists: Teesha Weber

PeeWee: LL 7130
Feb. 20 vs Cambridge
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Sarah Button (2)
Assists: Emerson Williams, 
Haley Newton, Kylie Stevanus

INTERMISSION HIGHLIGHT AT THE WMC

The Woolwich Sun Rays, a team made up of Woolwich hockey players with developmental disabilities, got a chance to play at Dan Snyder 
arena in Elmira on Sunday night, taking to the ice between the first and second periods of the Sugar Kings game. Kings goalie Liam Devine 
was in net for the game, and let a few get past him. [LIZ BEVAN  / THE OBSERVER]
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loved sport there, they 
were especially grateful.

“This coach had such a 
good handle on the kids, 
he had them all lined up 
and every kid got some-
thing. Some of my bigger 
guys, they were reduced 
to tears because these kids 
were crying, we were giv-
ing them brand new cleats, 
brand new gloves, balls, 

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS took two games in a 
row to double overtime this 
weekend, tying with Strat-
ford on Friday night, and 
winning against Waterloo 
on Sunday.

Friday’s game in Strat-
ford ended in a 2-2 tie after 
two scoreless overtime 
periods, and head coach Ty 
Canal says overall, the boys 
did what they had to.

“I thought that we were 
skating and competing 
pretty well. We played a 
really good first period, 
we got on the scoreboard 
first, which is always a nice 
thing, but then the second 
period, we were back on 
our heels a bit more than 
we had hoped, and we were 
playing the defensive zone 
a bit too often and for too 
long – more than we would 
have liked,” he said. “I 
thought our guys battled 
and we were able to skate 
with them and hold with 
them, and obviously it end-
ed in a tie, but I thought 
we had a lot of back and 
forth opportunities and it 
was a quick and fast paced 
game.”

Rob Kohli opened scor-
ing in the first on the power 
play, with assists from Zac 
Coulter and Kevin Fitz-
patrick just three minutes 
in. Overall, it was a clean 
period, with only three 
penalties getting handed 
out – two to Stratford and 
one for Elmira.

In the second period, the 
Kings doubled their lead 
with a shorthanded goal 
from Mackenzie MacSor-
ley, with a rare assist from 
goalie Jonathan Reinhart. 
The Cullitons answered 
back later in the second, 
with a goal from Zach Van 
Louwe, assisted by Justin 
Graham and Josh Miller. 

The third period was 
fairly uneventful with only 
one penalty, to Stratford’s 
Drew Goss on a hooking 
call, and one goal, coming 
from Cullitons forward 
Hayden Broomhead, as-
sisted by Jack Scanlan. 

With the game tied at 
two, the teams faced on in 
a pair of overtime periods, 
but both goalies were able 
to hold out, ending the 
game in a tie.

Reinhart stopped 47 of 
49 shots, a high number 
for any game. Canal says 
he definitely held his own 
between the posts.

“He played very well for 
us on Friday and kept them 
out when we needed him 
to,” he said. 

On Sunday, the Kings 
were back home at the 
Woolwich Memorial Cen-
tre, hosting the Waterloo 
Siskins. Elmira took the 
win with a score of 4-3 after 
a period and a half of over-
time, the second game in a 
row to end up in a second 
overtime period. 

Canal says the first and 
third periods were good 
for the boys, with a bit of 
work needed in the second. 
Turnovers were a problem 
for the team, and some-
thing they will be working 
on heading into the final 
games of the season.

“Yeah, it was exciting, 
from the fan’s standpoint,” 
he said with a laugh. 
“It was the same sort of 
thing (as Friday). Again, I 
thought we gave up a few 
too many scoring oppor-
tunities and the turnovers 
I thought were pretty high 
for us that game, and I 
think that put us on our 
heels for a bit when we 
should have been turning 
the puck the other way, 
going on offense. We were 
sort of loose on the puck 
and they were able to turn 
that into momentum for 
themselves. I thought our 
third period was good, 
for the most part. Guys 
stepped up, and they ended 
up going up to 3-2 before 
we scored. It is really good 
to see that our guys can 
battle in those last five 
minutes and bring their 
play up, which they did.”

All four goals from El-
mira were on the power 
play, something Canal says 
they have been working on. 
Now, he says the next step 

is to perfect five-on-five 
play.

“That is great to see. 
Any time you can get your 
special teams going in that 
direction is a good thing, 
but now we have to find a 
way to score some five-on-
five goals,” he said.

Elmira started the scor-
ing with a power play 
marker from Alex Peter-
son, from Jake Moggy and 
Quinten Bruce, but Wa-
terloo was pretty quick to 
respond, with a goal from 
Andrew Lane (Thomas 
Haffner, Drayton Duckett).

The second period saw 
no scoring, and an unsuc-
cessful penalty shot from 
Jeff Jordan at 6:25.

In the third, Jordan 
brought Elmira into the 
lead, from Peterson and 
Moggy on the power play, 
but the Siskins were quick 
to answer with two goals 
of their own. First up, from 
Gary Mantz on the power 
play, from Brett Schaefer 
and Owen Kipke at 13:50, 
and then just over a minute 
later, another marker from 
Jared Lindsay, assisted 
by Anthony Pullicino and 

Haffner.
With only five minutes 

left in regulation time, 
and down by one goal, the 
Kings fought back on the 
power play, with a goal 
coming from Ethan Skin-
ner, assisted by Coulter and 
Fitzpatrick.

“The veterans on Sun-
day, that last five minutes, 
really stepped it up. They 
bore down and got the job 
done,” said Canal.

With a score of 3-3, over-
time began. There was no 
scoring in the first over-
time period, and in the sec-
ond, Coulter clinched the 
win for the Kings, with a 
goal, coming from Skinner 
and MacSorley.

The win against Waterloo 
also marked a milestone 
for Kings forward Kohli. 
The Sugar King scored his 
100th point as a member of 
the team, a number Canal 
says is reflected in Kohli’s 
play.

“He is a guy that has 
been in the league for a 
while, and he puts the 
weight on his shoulders to 
be a two-way player and 
to be a leader on the team, 

and we are expecting the 
same thing. Anybody that 
has been in the league 
that long, and had suc-
cess, it can funnel down 
to the younger players, 
which we are going to 
need for sure. He takes 
that leadership role on 
both sides of the puck,” 
he said of Kohli’s place in 
the team family. “Obvi-
ously, 100 career points 
is a big milestone. He has 
got some offensive abili-
ties there, and he is one 
of the stronger players in 
the defensive zone too. It 
is making sure that he’s 
doing what he needs to do 
there and bring along the 
rest of the team.”

With only two games 
left in the regular season, 
Canal says the team is go-
ing to be focusing on do-
ing everything right come 
playoff time, but first, they 
will be visiting Brampton 
on Friday night for a 7:30 
p.m. game, before heading 
home to finish out the sea-
son against Stratford at 7 
p.m. on Feb. 28.

“The end is coming up 
very quickly. We are in 

SLO-PITCH: Donated equipment will make a big difference where such gear is hard to come by
FROM | 9 bats you name it,” Mc-

Gregor said.
This year they’re hoping 

to bring 500 pounds worth 
of stuff and he’s got about 
88 pounds left to collect. 
Waterloo Minor Baseball will 
be donating some baseball 
equipment and he still has 
to pick up donations from 
his three drop off spots.

He’s collecting at R&S 
Screening in Waterloo, 
Sports Zone in Waterloo 

and Max’s Golf Centre in 
St. Jacobs. They leave on 
Mar. 1, and their sponsor 
Davidson Custom Brokers 
gave them some jerseys and 
hats for the team to wear 
when they play against the 
Dominican team.

The lively game between 
Canadians and Dominicans 
is something McGregor is 
especially looking forward 
to after last year’s trip.

“We’ll play our games of 

ball against the Domini-
cans, and let me tell you, a 
lot of them don’t speak Eng-
lish but I’ve never experi-
enced anything like that. It 
didn’t matter because we’re 
all playing the same game. 
Last year we played so well, 
we actually beat them, 
which is shocking, there 
was so much respect. A few 
of the guys were actually 
crying when we left. That’s 
how good of friends we 

made because it was such 
a good time and there was 
the mutual respect of the 
game. It was pretty cool,” 
McGregor said.

Local support has been 
encouraging, with people 
dropping off plenty of 
baseball equipment to give 
away, along with old suit-
cases to pack it all in. Most 
of the people who’ll be go-
ing on the trip are part of a 
Super Series team that plays 

in Kitchener. McGregor also 
runs an indoor slo-pitch 
league at Max’s Golf Centre 
for part of the year.

He says he plans to con-
tinue this annual tradition 
for the foreseeable future.

“It doesn’t take much to 
make a difference. These 
kids they love their base-
ball. If you can make a bit 
of difference in a kid’s life 
they’re going to remember 
that,” McGregor said.

Weekend sees Kings notch points for a win and a tie
Elmira watching the spot ahead of them as team wraps up the regular season with a home game Sunday

LIZ BEVAN

Brampton on Friday night, 
and we are going to be 
working on that five-on-
five hockey, just making 
sure that we are working 
on our turnovers and try-
ing to find some offense, 
get some scoring chances, 
and playing with that mo-
mentum that we know we 
have,” said Canal. “(Play-
offs have) always been in 
the back of our mind, for 
sure, that we are playing 
the way we want to play 
when that comes. We are 
still tweaking, but we are 
moving in the right direc-
tion, but that never ends. 
We don’t know who we 
are playing against yet, so 
we are concerned about 
ourselves and making sure 
that hopefully, we can limit 
the turnovers and play the 
way that we need to be suc-
cessful.”

Heading into the final 
weekend, the Kings had 
a record of 22-19-2 , the 51 
points good enough for 
fifth place in the division. 
The fourth-place spot 
is still a battle between 
Guelph (60 points) and Lis-
towel (62 points).

Zac Coulter takes the puck to the net on Sunday night at the WMC when the Sugar Kings faced off against Waterloo. The Kings won the game in double overtime, their second game of the 
weekend to make it past regulation time. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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RURAL CONNECTIONS
AGRICULTURE / ONTARIO FRUIT

TWO TYPES OF EXTRAC-
TION techniques have been 
developed by Ontario re-
searchers at the University 
of Toronto that can turn 
tree bark into desirable 
liquid ingredients for prod-
ucts like environmentally 
friendly adhesives and 
foams. 

And the technology, 
which is now ready for 
commercialization, might 
have application for ag-
ricultural feedstocks like 
crop residues, too, says 
project leader Dr. Ning 
Yan, a professor in the 
Faculty of Forestry and the 
Department of Chemical 
Engineering and Applied 
Chemistry, and Endowed 
Value-Added Wood and 
Composite Chair at U of T. 

“We hope to expand the 
work we’ve done to de-
velop the bark extraction 
techniques and the resin 
formulations to convert the 
liquefied bark into adhe-
sives to other feedstocks,” 
she explains. “It could be 
transferrable to agriculture, 
whether there are biomass 
residues as well, not just in 
forestry.”

The four-year Bark 
Biorefinery project that 
just wrapped up in 2015 
focused on finding higher 
value for forest residues 
that are produced in high 
quantities in sawmills. 

Bark, for example, 
typically has no real 
value-added applications 
and because it is rich in 
many types of chemicals, it 

Turning 
tree waste 
into a real
green glue
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 QUICK: NAME A VARIETY 
of pear available in your 
local grocery store. You 
might be able to come up 
with one or two but if you 
can’t go past that, you’re 
not alone. 

Research conducted by 
the Vineland Research 
and Innovation Centre 
(Vineland) in 2014 showed 
that the average Canadian 
doesn’t spend a lot of time 
thinking about pears when 
they’re grocery shopping. 

And unlike apples where 
names come more readily, 
consumers can rarely name 
pear varieties that they 
like.  

A new partnership 
though between Vineland 
and the Vineland Growers’ 
Co-operative Ltd. aims to 
change that with a new 
made-in-Canada pear – the 
Cold Snap pear. 

Unveiled to great fanfare 
at the Royal Agricultural 
Winter Fair in Toronto last 
November, the pears are 
now available in selected 
Loblaws, Costco, Walmart, 
Sobeys and Metro stores, as 
well as some independent 
retailers. 

The pear was developed 
by Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada (AAFC) with 
Vineland acquiring the 
rights in 2009. In 2011, 
Vineland entered into a 
commercial license agree-
ment with the Vineland 
Growers’ Co-operative for 
the exclusive Canadian 
rights to the fruit. 

Since then, 75,000 pear 
trees have been planted in 

Work at the Vineland Research and Innovation Centre helps to elevate the overlooked fruit

Ontario and Nova Scotia 
with a limited first harvest 
this year. Over the next five 
years, as trees come into 
production, the harvest is 
expected to double annu-
ally. 

June DenBak, marketing 
coordinator for the co-
operative, said the business 
is already in the process of 
expanding its controlled 
storage facilities to be able 
to accommodate larger 
harvests to come.

Dr. Amy Bowen, Vine-
land’s consumer insights 
research program leader, 
focuses on research that 
examines consumer prefer-
ences. 

Bowen said that Vine-
land conducted testing in 
the fall of 2014 and that 
focus groups showed that 
while pears aren’t top of 
mind, consumers enjoy 
their taste and attribute a 
higher level of sophistica-
tion to the fruit, associating 
it with products like wine 
and cheese. A consumer 
preference study was more 
detailed and involved par-
ticipants tasting the new 
fruit.

Cold Snap has a lot 
going for it: its rounder 
shape and red blush skin 
are proving attractive to 
consumers. It also has a 
texture, Bowen described, 
that isn’t too “mushy or 
crunchy, isn’t as grainy as 
other pears, and is more 
consistent in its ripening.” 
Those are all characteris-
tics important to consum-
ers, Bowen explained. 

The new variety is also 
proving popular with farm-
ers because the trees are 
fire blight-tolerant. Fire 
blight is a contagious dis-
ease that can be devastat-
ing to an orchard. 

A key benefit also comes 
from the fact that new 
pears have a longer storage 
life than others. Generally, 
local pears are only avail-

able in grocery stores until 
November, but because 
of the Cold Snap’s storage 
life, the new variety will be 
available until February or 
March. 

DenBek said that extend-
ing the selling season for a 
Canadian product is a huge 
benefit to the marketplace. 

Research findings 
were shared with the co-

operative, which hired a 
marketing firm to develop 
the “Cold Snap™ name, 
the easily recognizable icy 
blue packaging and logo, 
and the catchy “Winter’s 
Favourite Fruit™” tag line 
that will help set the prod-
uct apart from its imported 
competitors. 

ENVIRONMENT / 
INNOVATIONS

Dr. Amy Bowen, Vineland’s consumer insights research program leader, focuses on research that examines consumer 
preferences, helping to develop the Cold Snap pear. 

New “Made in Canada” pear 
now available in grocery stores
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100 Union St. Elmira  519-669-0524  www.woolwichrentals.ca

Get the tools and equipment you need to complete your garden or home 
renovation project without having to pay the high cost of ownership.

If you are a small contractor or a do-it-yourselfer, 
Woolwich Rentals has the tools you need. 
Get the tools and equipment you need to complete your garden or home 

If you are a small contractor or a do-it-yourselfer, If you are a small contractor or a do-it-yourselfer, 
Woolwich Rentals has the tools you need. 

There’s a tool for that.

We Deliver!

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!
We Stock Farm, Industrial,
Truck, Passenger, and Even ATV
and Lawn & Garden Tires.

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon

www.oktireelmira.com
519-669-3232 

35 Howard Ave.  Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE

519-664-3701
West Montroseseeds@cribit.com

Contact us today
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• AAC Bullet
• AAC Roskens
• AC® Bradley
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• Dignity
• Conestogo
• OAC Belwood

Genes that fit your farm® is a 
registered trademark of SeCan.
‘AC’ is an official mark used 
under license from Agriculture 
& Agri-Food Canada.

Packaging is also proudly 
identified as being a prod-
uct of Canada. DenBak said 
that the pear is the biggest 
marketing project that the 
hundred-year-old co-oper-
ative has ever tackled. 

This project was funded 

GLUE: Eco-friendly adhesive technology ready 
for commercialization following U of T research

poses both fire hazards and 
risks to the environment. 

Its chemical compos-
ition, though, is very simi-
lar to wood cellulose, lignin 
and hemicellulose, and it 
contains a family of chem-
icals called extractives 
because they can usually 
be easily extracted by using 
water. 

Their goal was to remove 
the phenolic compounds 
from the bark and use 
them in products where 
they could be substituted 
for petroleum-based ingre-
dients.

In addition to the extrac-
tion techniques, Yan and 
her team also developed 
technology to turn the liq-
uefied bark extracts into 
bark-based phenolic adhe-
sives, with some successful 
outcomes.

“We have done a lot of 

resin formulation work 
and we have benchmarked 
successfully to commercial 
products used in particle 
board, plywood glues, and 
in panel-making,” Yan ex-
plains. “If you substitute 
30 per cent phenol for bark 
extractives, the adhesive 
properties are comparable 
to commercial adhesive 
products.” 

Researchers at the Bark 
Biorefinery also devel-
oped technology that can 
convert bark into polyols, 
which are used to make 
rigid polyurethane foams 
in the automotive and con-
struction sectors, as well as 
invented bark-based epoxy 
resin. 

Of the three major chem-
ical platforms, though, it’s 
the bark-based glue that is 
the closest to market-read-
iness. Yan has completed 
some pilot scale extraction 
trials with industry part-

ners with the adhesive and 
is currently trying to move 
it into commercialization.

“Our next phase is to find 
companies to use this ad-
hesive in their commercial 
projects so we can conduct 
verification of our technol-
ogy in commercial environ-
ments,” she says. “We are 
at lab scale in most other 
things but have already 
completed some pilots 
with the adhesive.”

To help in the search for 
suitable commercialization 
partners, an engineering 
design firm has drawn up 
plans for what an extrac-
tion facility next to a pulp 
mill could look like, she 
adds. 

The Bark Biorefinery 
project was supported by 
the Ontario Research Ex-
cellence Fund.

by Lilian Schaer for AgIn-
novation Ontario

Dr. Ning Yan in her lab at the University of Toronto, where she’s researching ways to turn tree bark into desirable liquid ingredients.
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PEARS: Playing up the Canadian product angle
in part through Growing 
Forward 2 (GF2), a federal-
provincial-territorial ini-
tiative. The Agricultural 
Adaptation Council assists 
in the delivery of GF2  in 
Ontario. 

by Kelly Daynard for Ag-
Innovation Ontario
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First graduates of  new PSW 
course ready to make it real

MOST EVERY THURSDAY, 
ONTARIO Veterinary Col-
lege field staff veterinarian 
Dr. Jeff Rau gets in his pick 
up and makes the 45-min-
ute trek from Guelph to St. 
Jacobs, to the province’s 
biggest sales yard, the On-
tario Livestock Exchange 
(OLEX). Seated with him in 
the cab will be at least one, 
if not two, veterinary col-
lege students interested in 
large animal practice. 

Once they arrive, they’ll 
take their place among a 
team of professionals as-
sessing the health status 
of each of the 500 animals 
sold there on average per 
sale. And in doing so, 
they’ll become central fig-
ures in helping change the 
culture of culled livestock 
sales in Ontario. 

The effort is driven by 
the Ontario Livestock 
Community Sales Act, 
which dictate regulations 
and enforcement in place 
especially for animals at 
sales barns. Ontario is the 
only province to take such 
measures for livestock.  
Rau says the Act is having 
a ripple effect throughout 
the sector, for the better 

On-farm 
livestock 
changes 
driven by 
OLEX 
activity
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St. Louis Adult Learning and Continuing 
Education Centre sees good response 
from new Elmira-based program

PSW | 17

WHITNEY NEILSON

Cathy Holland, Patricia Riddell, Carla Schott, and Dianne Tone are all encouraged by the first class of PSW students in Elmira and are looking 
forward to a new class this spring, which is still accepting students. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

AS THE FIRST ELMIRA-
BASED personal support 
worker program through 
the St. Louis Adult Learn-
ing and Continuing Educa-
tion Centre is set to wrap 
up this spring, they’re 
already preparing to wel-
come in their next round of 
students.

They need 18 people to 
take the PSW course this 
time around. The current 
class started with 17 signed 
up and 11 ultimately taking 
the course, with two drop-
ping out due to health con-
cerns. Nine students are 
expected to graduate from 
the program this spring.

They just finished up 
their 180 practicum hours 
and have to do 120 hours 
in a different setting, to 
better prepare them for the 
various workplaces they 
could be hired into, before 
graduating. 

“What we’re hoping and 
planning now is to start 
another Elmira class in the 
same Arc Industries build-
ing on the fourth of April. 
We have eight signed up. 
We have two more intake 
sessions coming up to re-
cruit to get up to our 18,” 
said St. Louis PSW instruc-
tor Patricia Riddell.

Current PSW student 
Carla Schott says she felt 
well equipped going into 
the long-term care facility, 
Elmira’s Barnswallow Place 

Care Community, for her 
practicum.

“It really prepares you 
coming into this environ-
ment,” Schott said.

The program runs part-
time four nights a week 
in the evening at the Arc 
Industries building on 
Church Street. The stu-
dents did their course work 
there and then they spent 
two months in Kitchener 
learning at St. Louis’ labs, 
where they’re taught things 
like how to do a proper lift. 
They also get lifted so they 
know what that feels like.

After learning on the 
mannequins and doing a 
lift on a real person, Schott 
says with a laugh, “People 
are much easier than man-
nequins.”  

For Schott, the PSW 
program was something 
she’d been looking to do for 
awhile.

“I was actually going 
to do it about seven years 
ago, but then my children 
started getting married and 
then having babies so it 
kind of got put on the back 
burner and always wanted 
to do it, but had a good job, 
I was very happy working 
where I was working. The 
sign was there, I looked at 
it and thought if I don’t do 
it now then I might never 
do it,” Schott said.

She says at 56, a career 
change was no problem.

Students have to be at 
least 19 to enroll in the PSW 

program, but there’s no 
age maximum, so long as 
you’re healthy and have a 
desire to work with people.

Cathy Holland, executive 
director of Barnswallow 
Place Care Community, says 
it’s nice to be able to offer 
the program in Elmira for 
people who live in smaller 
areas outside of Elmira, so 
the travel time isn’t so bad. 
And they definitely see the 
benefit in hosting students 
at their facility.

“It’s good for us as well 
being able to see people 

work and who works well 
within your home,” Hol-
land said.

While they can’t hire the 
students until they’ve suc-
cessfully completed the 
program, the plan is to hire 
some of the graduates in 
the future.

“The expectation and the 
hope is that we’ll be hiring 
from this group,” said Di-
anne Tone, RN, director of 
care at Barnswallow Place.

And there are plenty 
of options for PSW grads 
including workplaces like 

nursing homes, group 
homes, hospitals, and even 
in schools. One former 
PSW at Barnswallow Place 
was hired for the cardiac 
unit at a local hospital.

She says the hands on 
experience the students 
have had in Elmira helps 
them get a real picture of 
what the job is and what is 
expected of them.

“Going to nursing school, 
which is a little different 
than PSW, you start out in 

observerxtra.com/ads/

TAKING CARE 
OF BUSINESS NO OTHER ADVERTISING OPTION

AS EFFECTIVE OR INEXPENSIVE TO
REACH THE LOCAL MARKET. PERIOD.

Delivered to 18,500 homes in 
Woolwich, Wellesley & Waterloo 

EVERY WEEK.

GET THE WORD OUT
IN THE OBSERVER.
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–for animals, farmers, con-
sumers and the industry 
as a whole. Here’s how the 
system works. At OLEX, he 
and the students put the 
sale cattle through a se-
ries of checks. All animals 
are pre-screened by sales 
barn staff on arrival; the 
vast majority arrive in top 
sales shape. Animals that 
don’t, those 20-25 per sale 
deemed abnormal in some 
way on visual inspection, 
are segregated by sales 
barn staff for full inspec-
tion by the appointed vet-
erinarian. The veterinary 
team’s goal then is to assess 
the animals’ health status 
pre-sale –their attitude, 
temperature and lameness 
score, as well as respiratory 
function and udder condi-
tion. 

Depending on what they 
find, they have a few differ-
ent options…all of which 
have implications for pro-
ducers. 

For example, if they are 
wary of an animal’s health 
status, but want more time 
to make their assessment, 
they can order it held for 
later inspection. The re-

sult? No immediate sale. 
If the animal has a 

treatable condition such 
as pneumonia, it can be 
ordered onto a truck and 
taken back to the farm it 
came from, for veterinary 
treatment.  Again, no im-
mediate sale. 

If the problem is not 
treatable, Rau and his col-
leagues will order it to be 
euthanized. 

No question here: no 
sale. 

Or they might order it 
directly to slaughter at a lo-
cal abattoir, because it has 
a condition such as lame-
ness that will cause the 
animal to suffer if its life is 
prolonged. 

In that case, the animal 
will not bring as high a 
price as it would if it were 
shipped for slaughter 
to the U.S., where about 
30-40 per cent of culled 
dairy cows go. Animal 
health officials won’t let 
a troubled animal take 
part in a four- to 12-hour 
international journey (de-
pending on where the pro-
cessing plant is located). 
Rau says the bottom line 
is that for producers, it’s 

more economical to work 
with their veterinarian on 
cull cow issues on the farm, 
than to have animals sent 
back from the sale barn, 
ordered to slaughter or 
ordered euthanized. “We 
want these students, soon-
to-be vets, to educate their 
farmer clients about what 
is the proper disposition 
on farms for cull animals,” 
says Rau. 

And he acknowledges 
this redefinition of cull-
ing is a cultural change. 
He calls it “evolutionary.” 
But he’s convinced it’s pos-
sible, especially with the 
dairy industry’s ProAction 
program kicking into full 
gear, and the generally 
increased awareness of ani-
mal welfare and consumer 
concerns over livestock 
treatment.  “This is not a 
huge mountain to climb,” 
he says. “The vast majority 
of farmers are onside and 
want to see change, too. 
Every one of those animals 
at the sales barn could 
potentially represent the 
industry, and if the wrong 
animal makes its way into 
that role, the industry 
could really be hurt.” 

ROBERTS: Cultural change in redefining culling
FROM | 16

Similar to choosing between contact lenses or glasses, 
you can decide with your hearing professional which 
hearing aid style would best suit you. Both styles have 
approximately the same performance and functions, but are 
fitted to the ear differently.

Call us toll-free today at one of the numbers below to see if you qualify for this Field Test. 
Potential candidates will be given a FREE hearing test to determine candidacy.

Participants will be a given a FREE in-office demonstration, as well as the opportunity to 
evaluate and report their experience wearing the latest, most advanced hearing aid technology 
for 30 days. A full range of styles are available in this new technology, including the 
exceptionally discreet open-fit and invisible-in-the-canal models shown here:

It’s almost a shame this technology isn’t more visible! 
Open-fit and IIC hearing aids are smaller and more sophisticated than ever, striking the perfect 
balance between size and performance. The elegant and highly discreet open-fit hearing aid fits 
perfectly on top of your ear, and the thin tube in your ear canal is designed to disappear against 
your skin. The new IIC hearing aid–now with wireless technology–provides all of the outstanding 
features and benefits you want in a digital hearing aid, minus the stigma that came with wearing one 
in the past.

We’re looking for people like you, who may be experiencing 
varying levels of hearing loss to evaluate a remarkable new 
line of digital hearing aids and a rehabilitative process that 
could be the solution to your difficulties. There’s no cost or 
obligation to participate!

30 PEOPLE WITH HEARING LOSS
Qualified Participants Needed for Technology Field Test

WANTED

CALL NOW - Candidates are being selected.  
The selection process for this test period will end March 31, 2016.NEW

SESSION

Referred by Physicians over 50,000 Times.

NSP-WNTD-WOOBLUC04

• Cambridge Hespeler | 1 Hespeler Road | Call Jennifer at 1-888-837-1328

• Cambridge St. Andrews | 190 St. Andrews Street | Call Barb at 1-888-832-7028

• Guelph | 2-690 Woolwich Street | Call Janet at 1-888-459-6089

• Kitchener | 558 Belmont Avenue West | Call Navreet at 1-888-472-1284

• Listowel | 1195 Wallace Avenue North | Call Jory at 1-888-530-6639

• Stratford | 295 Huron Street | Call Liz at 1-888-815-3160

• Waterloo | 304-99 Northfield Drive East | Call Ralinda at 1-888-484-5571

Hearing tests are provided free of charge for adults ages 18 and older. Some conditions may apply. Please see clinic for details.  

your classroom, you spend 
a lot of time in your class-
room, you get one patient 
the first semester. It takes a 
long time to graduate into 
having more people to care 
for. It is a different level of 
care with different levels of 
expectation, but you don’t 
work necessarily with a 
nurse until you get to your 
final stages. It gives the 
new PSWs the opportunity 
to really get a feel for what 
the full expectations of the 
position are,” Tone said.

It’s benefited them too 
by having extra hands on 
the floor. She notes the 
staff have really appreci-
ated having that as well, 
and it gives them a bit of 
a boost to their spirit to 
think that they’re teaching 
new grads to understand 
what they do, how they do 
it, why it’s important, and 
how to do it better.

“I think the big thing is 
when you do come into a 
home and you’re dealing 
with residents you realize 
what the job is all about 
and the expectations and 
where you’re going to be 
at when you get out in the 
workplace. You’re not go-
ing to have three people or 
three mannequins. You’re 
going to get off and run-
ning. It gets you ready for 
what you’re going to need 
to do,” said Holland.

Schott says as students 
you can read all about the 

different things to look 
for in a patient, but it’s a 
different story to see it in 
person and put your skills 
to use. 

As for the PSW program, 
Riddell says it’s becoming 
more multifaceted each 
year. PSWs are now taught 
ethics, when they used to 
just learn how to bathe, 
feed, and keep someone 
clean and happy. While 
there’s nothing wrong with 
that, she says it’s becoming 
more important to take into 
account individuality with 
the diversity of Canadians.

“We have so many peo-
ple from other countries. 
We’ve had to address that. 
There are certain ways you 
don’t approach someone 
from another country. That 
was added to the program,” 
Riddell said.

They also teach anatomy 
and physiology and com-
bine it with ongoing condi-

tions. So when the student 
is working with someone 
they’re actually capable 
of assessment. They know 
how to look for changes in 
skin colour, the beginning 
of possible skin break-
down, possible liver issues 
by the look of someone’s 
sclera in their eyes. 

“To me the assessment 
skill is amazing. We teach 
cognitive and mental 
health and we also teach 
gentle persuasive ap-
proach. They’ve learned 
a way to release someone 
who’s got a grip on them 
or is pulling their hair, but 
done in a gentle way,” Rid-
dell said.

Students take a 24-hour 
course in the fundamen-
tals of palliative care, so 
learning how to give care to 
someone who is terminal. 
They learn what protective 
equipment to wear when in 
contact with certain infec-
tions. 

“We didn’t use to teach 
all of this. We just taught 
them to look after a person, 
mind and body, not in an 
unkind, unknowing way, 
but there’s so much more 
that’s been added,” Riddell 
said.

For those interested in 
the PSW program, there are 
two more intake sessions to 
learn about it and sign up. 
The first is Feb. 29 and the 
second is Mar. 22. Both are 
at 6 p.m. at Arc Industries 
at 146 Church St. W. in El-
mira.

PSW: Course is grounded in all the fundamentals
FROM | 16

Cathy Holland is the  executive director of 
Barnswallow Place Care Community.
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

Calvary’s concert for a cause
Gospel singer Ali Matthews to perform at benefi t concert for Syrian refugees at Calvary United in St. Jacobs

LIZ BEVAN

AWARD-WINNING GOSPEL 
SINGER ALI Matthews is 
lending a helping hand at 
the Calvary United Church 
in St. Jacobs this month, 
singing for a crowd and 
for a good cause.

The three-time Gospel 
Music Association Female 
Vocalist of the Year will 
be on hand to sing some 
gospel favourites for the 
audience on Feb. 27 in the 
church to raise money for 
the Syrian refugee cause, 
but more specifically, the 
family the church spon-
sored as a group. 

Matthews has released 
seven albums, all receiv-
ing critics’ stamps of 
approval, and has been 
nominated for 36 Gospel 
Music Association awards 
over the past ten years, 
winning a record 18.

She was a winner in 
the 2006 International 
Songwriting Competition, 
The Canadian National 
Songwriting Competition, 
The Word Guild Canadian 
Writers Awards and she 
was named Woman of the 
Year in the City of Strat-
ford, where she lives, for 
her outstanding contribu-
tion to the arts. 

A graduate of The 
University of Western 
Ontario, where she stud-
ied English and Drama, 
Matthews maintains that 
songwriting is her natural 
passion

Lori Silverthorne is the 
chair of the church’s refu-
gee committee and says 
the family is settling in 
nicely since they arrived 
in Kitchener, integrating 
themselves into the com-
munity with the help of 
the church congregation.

“We are actively en-
gaged with them, so we 
see them regularly. They 
are doing very well. We 
have two young men in 
the family, and they have 
enrolled in high school in 
the English program. It 
has been quite an amaz-
ing experience, for us too,” 
she said, adding that the 
church is only asking for 
the audience to give what 
they can. “We are doing it 
through a goodwill offer-
ing, so we aren’t charging 
a set admission. You never 
really know what you are 
going to fundraise. It de-
pends on who shows up 
and how generous they 
are.”

Even though the church 
group doesn’t have a spe-
cific fundraising goal for 
the concert, Silverthorne 
says all money collected 
goes directly to the spon-
sored family. 

“Our fundraising all 
goes into our refugee 
fund, specifically for the 
refugees. We are sponsor-
ing them for a year and 
we are part of a blended 
program with the govern-
ment. The government 
supports them for part of 

Award-winning gospel singer Ali Matthews will be visiting the Calvary United Church in St. Jacobs to sing for the audience, raising money 
for the refugee family sponsored by the church. The concert starts at 7 p.m. on Feb. 27. Admission is by donation. [SUBMITTED]

the year, and we provide 
them, not just with finan-
cial support, but also the 
settlement support and 
getting them settled and 
enrolled in school,” she 
said, mentioning there 
was still some ways to 
go. “Everything else, as it 
comes down the road, like 
jobs, depending on where 
they want to go.”

The family, consisting 
of a mother in her 50s and 
her two sons, were in Leb-
anon  before they came to 
Kitchener in December, 
and have plenty of ex-
penses, from rent, to food, 
to clothing. The govern-
ment supports the family, 
at a social assistance level, 
for six months, but the 
rest of the year is up to 
their sponsors - the Cal-
vary United Church. 

Before the family ar-
rived in Canada, the 
church’s fundraising 
goal was $30,000 for the 
year, and this concert is 
just one of the many ef-
forts being put together 
to reach that goal. They 
have also previously held 
a pork and beef dinner to 
raise money for the fam-
ily’s stay.

The show starts at 7:30 
p.m. at Calvary United 
Church in St. Jacobs on 
Feb. 27. For more informa-
tion about the concert, or 
to donate to the sponsor-
ship of the refugee family, 
call 519-664-2311 or visit 
www.calvaryunited.com.
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2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, just before Florapine Road | 519-669-3154 | M-F 9-6 • Sat 8-5 

$4.99$4.99
/ half dozen/ half dozen

Blueberry
Raisin Bran
Pumpkin
Zucchini
Apple Streusel

Blueberry
Raisin Bran
Pumpkin
Zucchini
Apple Streusel

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL

2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 

NEWNEW
Berry BurstBerry BurstBran

Berry BurstBran
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

Construction or
Industrial Millwrights

2nd & 3rd Year Apprentices

Millwright Leadhands

Assets:
  

 

 

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

   

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their 

interest but only those considered 
will be contacted.

• Arc Welding
• Blueprint Reading
• Agricultural background
• Leadership Ability
• Must be able to pass CWB Welding Test 

SMAW all position

3-4 Years Experience

CONTINUED 
ON PG. 20

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

FIND IT TODAY!
IN THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

100% 
LOCAL

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

#1NEWS 
SOURCE

IN THE REGION

HELP WANTED

FULL-TIME POSITION AVAIL-
ABLE at local poultry farm. 
Some weekend shifts and 
early morning starts. Send 
resume by fax 519-664-3491 
or email: staff@freyshatch-
ery.com or call Marty 519-
897-3209 for more info.

HORSES

WATERLOO COUNTY HORSE 
Sale to be held Sat. Feb 27, 
2016. Will be selling 30 - 40 
broke Belgians and Perche-
rons including some nice 
farm teams. To consign or for 
more info call 519-595-3307.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

P A R T-T I M E / S E A S O N A L 
OPENING AT local chick hatch-
ery. Some early morning starts 
and heavy lifting required. 
For more info call Marty 
519-897-3209 or fax resume 
to: 519-664-3491 or email: 
staff@freyshatchery.com

WORK 
WANTED

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE. ARE 
you wanting to stay in your 
home but need help? I will 
do your laundry, prepare 
light meals, clean your home 
and take you to appoint-
ments. Call 519-206-0225.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR choice 
for effective treatment of 
specific health conditions or 
wellness maintenance. KEVIN 
BARTLEY, Professional Bowen-
work Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. Every 
Body is Better with Bowen!

Millwright
EFS-plastics Inc. is offering an exciting full 
time opportunity for a Millwright. Our fast 
growing business is located in Listowel, ON. 
As a market leader in post-consumer plastic 
recycling, we are continuously developing 
and expanding new processing systems. 

As part of our maintenance team, you will 
be working closely with Engineering and 
Production. You need to be self-driven and 
able to handle stressful situations. As a 
millwright you will be dealing with:

• Plastic Bulk conveying
• Plastics processing
• Automation and Controls
• Hydraulics and Pneumatics
• Water flow and Heat transfer 

applications

Requirements:
• Certified Millwright
• 5 year experience in equipment 

maintenance
• Work in a team environment
• Highly motivated
• Ability to plan and organize work 

independently
• G license

Qualified candidates are encouraged to 
send their resume to jobs@efs-plastics.ca 

or Fax: 519-418-3378
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Our St. Jacobs Distribution Centre currently has the following opportunities...

Temporary  
Material Handlers

Term Position - March 2016 to October 2016
Afternoon & Night Shift Positions

Responsible to the Shift Foreman for helping to maintain service 
levels to Home Hardware Dealers, you will contribute to the smooth 
�ow of merchandise through the Distribution Centre by picking, 
packing, shipping, and receiving. You will comply with all health and  
safety regulations and perform other duties as assigned by the 
supervisor.

Able to perform strenuous physical activities including: walking, 
standing, bending, and lifting, you demonstrate high-quality 
accuracy and attention to detail, and have excellent reading, 
writing, and number skills. A high school diploma or equivalent 
is preferred. 

Rate of Pay: $15.68 per hour plus shift premium

Afternoon Shift - 3PM TO 11PM Monday - Thursday,  
3PM TO 8PM Friday/+3 hours of make-up time on the Night Shift 

*Due to operational changes, this schedule could change to 3PM 
TO 11PM Monday through Friday.

Night Shift - 11PM TO 7AM Sunday through Friday

We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions. 
If you are interested in becoming part of Home Hardware, 
please forward your resume, quoting Temp Material Handler 

(#967) to: Recruitment, Human 
Resources, Home Hardware Stores 
Limited, 34 Henry St. W., St. Jacobs, ON   
N0B 2N0  E-mail: hr@homehardware.ca  
(Microsoft Products Only)

FOR SALE

14 PIECE VACUMATIC Stainless 
Steel cookware set. Good 
condition. 519-698-2116.

2 FRAMED HERCHENRADER 
Paintings. $150 each. 
Antique, hand painted 
armoire 75”h x 40”w $400; 
wooden bar with built in 
lighting 84”h x 63”w $675. 
226-808-8060.

HILLTOP FABRICS SPRING 
Sale. February 29 March 5. 
Open every day that week. 
10% off storewide. 4785 
Perth Line 67, Milverton. 
519-595-4344.

SOFTNER SALT - 20kg bags, 
minimum 25 bags, skid 
lots of 56. Delivered in St. 
Jacobs, St. Clements, Elmira 
& Linwood areas. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FOR SALE

SPRING SALE - Hillcrest Home 
Baking 519-669-1381. March 8 
to 19. 10% off all fabrics; 15% 
off 108” to 110” wide back 
quilt linings; 50% off selected 
fabrics; 10% off tablecloths, all 
underwear, hosiery, and quilt 
batts. 10% off toys and books; 
10% off dish sets if you order 
between March 8 & March 31. 
Clearance - small boys coats 
size mini to 21/2 $20 - $30. 
Lots of Old Order Directories 
left. New 2016 Old Orders of 
Waterloo County Maps in now.

AUCTIONS

WED. MAR 2 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; antiques; col-
lectables; primitives; glass-
ware; household effects 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at the St. Jacob’s 
Community Centre in St. 
Jacob’s for a Waterloo area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

HELP WANTED

Elmira Office seeking organized, focused 
individual for 12 month contract position, 
with possibility of permanent employment. 
Office experience, computer proficiency and 

positive attitude required. 
Please send cover letter, 

salary expectations and resume to 
elmiraofficeposition@gmail.com.

Thank you to all applicants, only those with 
appropriate experience will be contacted. 

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Trac-
tors, skid steers, combine, 
machinery, feed, household 
effects and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 7368 - 
8th Line of Mapleton Twp. 
(4 miles northwest of Flo-
radale or 6 miles southeast 
of Drayton, for Gladys & The 
Late Lorne Martin and Sons, 
on Saturday, March 5th @ 
9:30 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

FRI. MARCH 11 at 5:00 PM 
- Toy auction of farm toys; 
tractor trailers; collector 
banks; literature; and mem-
orabilia to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for the estate 
of Raymond Hogg. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF 20 military 
helmets, military collectibles, 
antiques, household effects 
and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, for 
The Bill Mayer Estate Ham-
stead, The Carol Robinson 
Estate - St. Jacobs and Elmer 
& Dorothy Lantz of Wellesley, 
on Saturday, March 12th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

SAT. MARCH 12 at 10:00 
AM - Clearing auction sale 
of car; household effects’ 
antiques; collectables’ lawn 
and garden equipment; 
tools; miscellaneous items 
to be held at 205 Mohawk 
Ave in Waterloo (Erb and 
Westmount area) for the 
Reynolds estate. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. MARCH 16 at 10:00 
AM - Clearing auction sale 
of furniture; antiques; 
tools; miscellaneous items 
and household effects to 
be held at the St. Jacob’s 
Community Centre in St. 
Jacob’s for an area estate 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com
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Tractors, skid steers, combine, machinery, feed, household effects 

and miscellaneous items, to be held at 
7368 - 8th Line of Mapleton Twp. (4 miles northwest of Floradale or  

6 miles southeast of Drayton, for
Gladys & The Late Lorne Martin and Sons, on

SATURDAY, MARCH 5TH @ 9:30A.M.
TRACTORS, COMBINE, SKID STEERS: NH TM175 4wd, bolt on duals 
(included), cab, front weights, Super Steer, 3400 hours. NH 8670 4wd, 
new turbo, duals, cab, front weights, 7700 hours. Ford NH 8240 4wd with 
Quicke 660 loader, bucket, bale spear, cab, duals, 10,000 hours. NH 8160 
4wd with Quicke Q970 loader, bucket, pallet fork, bale spear, snap-on 
duals, new rubber (rears), 8000 hours. NH 8160 4wd, duals, cab, turbo, 
good rubber (wider wheels), front weights, 7650 hours. Cockshutt 540, 
restored (purchased at MCC relief sale, New Hamburg). Oliver 550, gas. 
NH TR 86 Twin Rotor 4wd combine, 3400 engine hours, with NH 974 – 6 
row narrow corn head (rebuilt), NH 973 flex head and pickup (corn head 
going with combine). NH LX665 skid steer, turbo, bucket, bale spear. NH 
L170 skid steer, Michelin rubber, 4400 hours. 
MACHINERY: NH FP230 harvester, Metal Alert, processor, hyd. 
tongue, with NH 3PN – 3 row corn head, 2 yr. old, done 300 acres, NH 
27P – 7ft. pickup (heads selling separately). Gehl 1200 harvester with 
pickup. Overum DTL5119H – 5 furrow semi-mount plow, hyd. variable 
width. Kongskilde Triple OK 5 furrow semi-mount plow, hyd. reset, 
adjustable. JD 350 – 5 furrow semi-mount plow, hyd. reset. Overum 3 
furrow, 3ph plow, 14in. Kongskilde 3500 Series 28ft. cultivator, 5 bar, 
walking tandems, land levelers, double rolling harrows – good. Int 4600 
Vibra Shank 24ft. cultivator, walking tandems, harrows. Landoll 12ft. 
9 shank disc ripper. Brillion 15ft. culti-mulcher. Kraemer 14ft. harrow/
packer. 15ft. rubber tire packer. WeberLane 6 row corn scuffler c/w 
rolling shields. Yetter 3415 – 15ft. rotary hoe. Kinze 6 row corn planter, 
liquid & dry fertilizer (modified to precision planting technology c/w Air 
force 20/20 “Precision Planting”). Great Plains Solid Stand 15ft. no till 
drill, liquid, 8900 acres, good. CIH 5100 – 18 run seed drill, double disc, 
2 grass seeders – good. NH H7230 “Mow Max” discbine, 10ft. – good. 
Kuhn Speed rake SR112 – good. Kuhn GA3200GT rotary rake – good. MF 
side rake. NH 166 inverter. NH 3C5070 baler with thrower, 25,000 bales, 
3 yr. old – good. 3 Meyer Model 4220 tandem self-unloading forage 
wagons, rear unload, on heavy wagons – excellent. Market 3400-4000 
gravity bin on double reach wagon, c/w lights. Market 9 ton gravity bin 
on heavy wagon. J&M 9 ton gravity bin on double reach wagon, c/w 
lights. 2 - 24ft. steel big bale racks on double reach wagon c/w lights. 
20ft. steel big bale rack on wagon c/w lights. 20ft. bale thrower rack on 
wagon. 18ft. flat rack wagon. 18ft. flat rack wagon with 500 gal. water 
tank. Hagedorn Extravert 5290 manure spreader, 450 bushel, vertical 
beaters, 1 owner – excellent. Husky 5000 gallon liquid manure spreader, 
tandem – good. Hardi 500 gal. sprayer, 60ft. booms, tandem, rebuilt 
pump, chemical fill. Lucknow 8 1/2ft. snow blower, double auger, hyd. 
hood. 10ft. heavy duty dump trailer with duals. Weigh buggy with 18hp 
engine. Westfield 61ft. X 10in. swing away auger. Dion S5503 forage 
blower – good. Farmhand kernel grinder. 8ft. 3ph scraper blade. Ebersol 
42ft. enclosed elevator with motor.
FEED: 50 round bales second cut hay, 70/30 alfapha/grass, no rain, 
last year’s crop. 25 round bales first cut hay, some rain. MISC. ITEMS: 
Baumalight 40 KW pto generator on trailer – good. Land Pride 6ft. 3ph 
tiller. Honda 4hp transfer pump. 20ft. hyd. auger. Hyd. fertilizer auger. 
3ph vertical wood splitter (24in.). Woodchuck Shavings Spreader 
(loader attachment). 2 – 2000psi pressure washers. Farmhand 5hp air 
compressor. Heavy duty bench model drill press. Lincoln 225AC welder. 
New Huskie 2pc. tool chest. Scrap metal plus 2 wagonloads of farm 
related items. Also a selection of household goods and furniture.
NOTE – An outstanding lineup of shedded and field ready equipment!! 
Gladys is retiring and the Martin family business is restructuring. No 
reserves. Proprietors & auctioneers not responsible for accidents day 
of sale. Lunch booth. See www.auctionsfind.com/gerber for photos. 
Terms – Cash or cheque with I.D. Sale order – wagonloads, household 
goods, miscellaneous items, machinery, feed.

PROPRIETORS: Gladys Martin (Peter 519-503-7728,  
Mark 519-588-3644, Maynard 519-577-3106)

AUCTIONEERS: Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451 | 2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE

FAMILY ALBUM

STAG & DOE OBITUARY

DEATH NOTICES

FUTHER, RONALD CHARLES 
| With great sadness, the 
Futher family announces 
the peaceful passing 
of Ronald Charles, on 
Tuesday, February 23, 
2016, at his home in 
Wellesley, surrounded by 
family and friends, in his 
82nd year.

Bowman, Clayton M.
Suddenly as the result of a farm ac-
cident on Saturday, February 20, 2016, 
at the age of 16 years. Clayton Bowman 
of RR 1, Elmira, was the son of Arnold 
and Selina (Martin) Bowman. Brother 
of Arlene and Orvie Brubacher of West 
Montrose, Erla and Tobias Brubacher 
of Elmira, Willis and Eileen Bowman 
of Elmira, Lester and Pauline Bowman 
of West Montrose, Edna, Edith, and 
Cleon at home. Survived by paternal 
grandparents Edwin and Nancy (Mar-
tin) Bowman, maternal grandparents 
Enos and Minerva (Lichty) Martin, 
great-aunt Barbara (Mrs. Enos) Martin, 
step-great-grandmother Annie (Mrs. 
Joseph) Gingrich, four nephews and 
two nieces. Visitation took place at the 
family home, 8047 Reid Woods Dr., 
Elmira, on Tuesday from 1-5 and 6-8 
p.m. and Wednesday from 1-5 p.m. A 
family service was held at the family 
home on Thursday, February 25, 2016 
at 9 a.m., then to Elmira Mennonite 
Meeting House for burial and public 
service. Arrangements entrusted to 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Mallory Burt  
& Andrew Dickson 

Saturday, February 27th, 2016 at Lions Hall. 
40 South Street W, Elmira, ON. 8pm-1am. 
DJ, games, raffles, food and lots more fun. 

Age of majority.

Stag and Doe for 

Tickets available at the door. $10 each

FARM 
EQUIPMENT

JOHN DEERE TRACTORS 
and bobcat S300 for rent. 
45 - 150 hp. Rent by day, 
week or mos. Great rates. 
519-591-1274.

LIKE NEW! 2 heavy duty Joü 
Deere hay wagons 1- 20 ft; 
1-16 ft, with racks. I older 
16 ft with rack, Joü Deere. 
Always stored inside. Bill 
Taylor, Belgrave. 519-357-1138.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD YOUR 
source of quality slabwood 
and seasoned bodywood. 
All prices include delivery. 
No Sunday calls please. 519-
656-2057.

CASH FOR OLD watches, 
jewellery, all gold and silver, 
coins, military, toys, records. 
Call Terry 519-242-6900. gal-
lamore@golden.net

PROFESSIONAL COUPLE 
LOOKING for home to rent/
lease for two years in Wool-
wich Township area (town 
or countryside). Looking for 
a 2-3 bedroom, ranch bun-
galow with fenced backyard 
that is “pet-friendly” as we 
have two well-behaved, 
well-trained dogs. Need to 
be closer to work in Elmira. 
April move-in date. Please 
contact us via Email at 
bear10569@hotmail .com 
and we will respond in kind. 
Thank you.

WOULD THE LADY who 
dropped off Roxton lamps 
at MDS Furniture Depot 
come and see Frank. 519-
502-0623.

REAL ESTATE

LISTOWEL AREA DAIRY, 100 
acre (72w) 40 ties (1987) 
20kgs quota, 2 harvestors, 
additional 50 acre with build-
ings available. 519-291-1835.

Water Supply Notice
Annual Water Quality Report on the Region’s Drinking Water
The Regional Municipality of Waterloo is pleased to announce that the annual report on its 
drinking water quality will be available as of February 28.  The report summarizes the results 
of bacteriological, physical and chemical tests conducted during the period January 1, 2015, 
to December 31, 2015 as required by Regulation 170/03 of the Safe Drinking Water Act.
This report will be available on the internet on or before February 28, 2016 at 
http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/aboutTheEnvironment/QualityTreatment2.asp.
If you would like to receive a copy of this report, or have any questions about drinking water 
quality, please call (519) 575-4400.

PUBLIC NOTICE AUCTIONS

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED | AUCTIONS | PUBLIC NOTICES

Thank You

Thank You So Much!

Thank You to all my family and 
friends who attended my 50th 
Birthday party and making it 
truely a memorable occasion.

Steve Letson

THANK YOU

GROVE, ELLA MAGDALENA | 
Passed away on Thurs-
day, February 18, 2016 
at Lanark Heights Long 
Term Care Community, 
Kitchener. Ella formerly 
resided at R.R. # 2, 
Petersburg. Local relative 
is her daughter Marion 
Good of Wellesley.

HILL, MARION GERALDINE | 
Passed away peacefully, 
with family by her side, 
at Cambridge Country 
Manor on Saturday, 
February 20, 2016, in her 
88th year.

KARLEY, RAYMOND | It is 
with great sadness we 
announce the passing 
of Raymond Karley of 
Linwood at Victoria Hos-
pital, London, on February 
15, 2016 at the age of 77.

MINOR, ISAAC DAVID | 
Passed away on Saturday, 
February 20, 2016 at Grand 
River Hospital, K-W Health 
Centre, Kitchener. Isaac 
resided in New Hamburg 
and was formerly of 
Elmira. He was born 22 
years ago February 8, 
1994 in Kitchener. 

STRAUSS, BONNIE LEE (NEE 
LORENZ) | Passed away 
at Barnswallow Place, 
Elmira on February 20, 
2016 in her 63rd year.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Log house 
on 2 acre country property, 
household goods, antiques 
and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at 3253 Ament 
Line, Wellesley Twp. (east 
off Herrgott Rd, 1 mile east 
of Hawkesville) for Ron 
Hackett, on Saturday March 
19th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

AUCTIONS

FARM PROPERTY AUCTIONS 
Of 3 centrally located farms 
(Lot 1 Con. 7, Pt. Lot 2 Con. 7 
& 4551 Rd. 119) 2 miles north 
of Stratford (auction to be 
held at 4550 Rd. 119) for 
Schlegelhome Farms Inc., 
on Thursday, March 24th @ 
1:00 p.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF 15 ton 
boom truck, 4 pickup trucks, 
trailers, mini excavator, skid 
steer, advance/four season 
forms, plus items related 
to the concrete business, to 
be held at 7305 Wellington 
County Rd. 7 Mapleton Twp. 
(1 mile northwest of Alma), 
for Stewart Smith Construc-
tion Ltd., on Saturday, March 
26th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

VISIT US ONLINE:  WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM
PLACE A FAMILY 
ALBUM NOTICE!

Call: 519-669-5790

100% LOCAL

FIND IT
IN THE OBSERVER

FOR 
OPTIMUM 

ADVERTISING 
RESULTS…

THE OBSERVER.
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3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a
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Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

Ready to Sell? Give Us a Call!
NEWLY BUILT BUNGALOW WITH LOFT

$422,500$422,500 Drayton - This beautiful bungalow with loft is currently being built, located in the 
town of Drayton just a scenic drive from KW, quality at every turn, 1800 sq ft with 
hardwood and ceramic, 3 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms. large master bedroom 
ensuite and walkin closet. MLS 1537660.

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira   N3B 3L4

519-669-3192
www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

Shanna
Rozema

BROKERBROKER

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Shanna

WOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

DRAYTON RIDGE EXECUTIVE TOWNS
BUILT BY PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES

162 RIDGEVIEW DR., 
DRAYTON (model home)  

OPEN HOUSE | THIS WEEKEND SAT. & SUN. 1-3PM

Priced from $322,900* Gorgeous 1424 sq.ft 
Bungalows with 9’ ceilings, open concept, hardwood & 
ceramic floors.

$356,900* End unit Bungalow loft offers 1977 sq.ft, 
vaulted ceilings, open concept, hardwood & ceramic. 
*Builder bonus for upgrades, call for details. EXCLUSIVE.

80% SOLD OUT! ONLY 2 BUNGALOWS LEFT

SOUGHT AFTER
$449,000 ELMIRA Rare find, .69 acre property conveniently located on the edge of 
town! Attractive curb appeal, newer siding, garage doors, windows & roof. Lovely private 
deck off the back with Pergola. 3+ bedroom, 2 bathroom multi level home. NEW MLS.

$356,900* End unit Bungalow loft offers 1977 sq.ft, 
vaulted ceilings, open concept, hardwood & ceramic. vaulted ceilings, open concept, hardwood & ceramic. 

 End unit Bungalow loft offers 1977 sq.ft, 
vaulted ceilings, open concept, hardwood & ceramic. SOLD

SOUGHT AFTER

SOLD • S
OLD • S

OLD JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519.669.8629

HECKENDORN

Res:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.669.8629

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

WELL APPOINTED UPSCALE HOME on one of Elmira’s finest, tree –lined streets, 
close to downtown. Lots of natural woodwork and hdwd floors. Stained glass win-
dows and pocket doors. Updated kitchen with oak cabinetry. Formal D.R. Main floor 
family room addition with lots of natural lighting, gas fireplace & walkout to a deck 
(overlooking a professionally landscaped lot). Addition includes a full bsmt with 
lots of potential for a lge. rec. room. Main flr. 3 pc. bath. Spacious master bdrm. w/
ensuite bath, walkin closet & w/o to upper deck. Upper level office + option of 4 
bdrms. Walkup, floored attic. NEW MLS.

$539,900

PARK AVE. W., ELMIRA 

SPACIOUS OLDER HOME in the quiet village of Hawkesville. 3+ bdrms. Formal D.R. 
and eat-in kitchen. Main floor family room and living room. Walkout to elevated 
deck. Gas heat. Office in lower level with separate entrance. Zoning allows for some 
commercial uses. Immed. Possession. MLS 

$269,900

GEDDES ST., HAWKESVILLE 

NEW LISTING

4-H MEMBERS BUSY WITH WOODWORKING PROJECTS

Members of the Waterloo 4-H 
Woodworking Club have been 
meeting for several weeks near 
Bloomingdale. During club 
meetings, participants learn how 
to safely use woodworking tools.  
They are working on projects 
that range from cutting boards 
to mystery nails, and are having 
lots of fun while meeting new 
people. Everyone can’t wait to go 
back each week!  4-H is a youth 
organization that helps young 
people develop leadership skills, 
and focuses on learning to do 
by doing. 4-H is open to anyone 
between the ages of 9 and 21.  
[SUBMITTED]
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BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

 M-W: 8-6, T-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art 
Sharpening MachineSharpening Machine

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com
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SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

Snow Clearing & Removal Snow Clearing & Removal | | 

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Lawn MainLawn Mainttenance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

enance Programs  enance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  Spring Clean-up  Spring Clean-up  Lawn MainLawn MainLawn MainLawn Mainttenance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

OUTDOOR SERVICES

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca
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Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca
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LIVING HERE
PASSIONS / TAKING IT TO TELEVISION

ENJOYING EACH OTHER’S 
COMPANY –  isn’t that what 
life is all about? 

Owning a store and doing 
catering we meet many peo-
ple.  We see them regularly 
and know them by name, 
but as time goes, those peo-
ple become special friends.  

I feel so very fortunate 
to not only have a business 
that I enjoy every day but 
also woven into my life so 
many friendly faces and 
friends I see on a daily ba-
sis. Having a store can have 
its challenges but catching 
up with the girls while at 
work has to be one of the 
best benefits! 

This week our team also 
enjoyed dinner and a show 
at The Elmira Theatre. Sub-
urban Standoff was a great 
play with very talented ac-
tors and actresses – there 
was a lot of laughter in the 
room. Our team works hard 
and a night out was needed 
and appreciated. We often 
cater events and rarely get 
to join in on the fun!  

The recipe below is 
always a hit, but why 
wouldn’t it be?  Chocolate 
and Raspberry Friands 
certainly attract a lot of 
friends. Happy cooking!

Friands 
help make 
for special 
times we 
enjoy with 
our friends

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

LIZ BEVAN

HOT RODS | 27

REV UP YOUR ENGINES, 
and tune into the Discov-
ery Channel on Thursday 
nights at 9 p.m. to see 
Bloomingdale’s own Grant 
Schwartz work on hotrods 
and custom cars with the 
team on Vegas Rat Rods.

Schwartz answered a 
casting call posted on Face-
book, at his friend’s urging, 
and within a month, he was 
cast as a member on season 
two of the Discovery Chan-
nel reality show. Now, he’s 
working on cars and trucks 
in Las Vegas. 

“There were about 350 
Canadians that applied for 
it, and within a couple of 
weeks they had it narrowed 
down to six of us, and with-
in a month, it was a done 
deal,” he said. “It happened 
fast and I couldn’t believe 
how everything just fell into 
place. I think it was meant 
to be. It was a good thing.”

He has his own shop in 
Elmira, Schwartz Inc. on 
Howard Avenue, where 
he works on motorcycles 
and cars, and late in 2014, 
he took his expertise and 
added it to the team at Wel-
derup – the shop where the 
show shoots. Moving from 
working alone in his shop 
here in Elmira, to working 
with a team in Vegas was 
something different, but 
Schwartz settled in nicely 
during the eight months of 
filming. 

“I’ve worked by myself 
for a lot of years. I am pretty 
stubborn and so is the boss, 

Bloomingdale man fi nds himself working on more than cars as part of the cast of Vegas Rat Rods

Steve Darnell, so he and I 
butt heads a little bit, but 
we got it figured out. They 
are all great guys to deal 
with. Many of them are like 
me, they have their own 
shops as well, so we really 
understand each other. We 
all have similar talents so 
we get along well, actually,” 
he said from his shop floor. 
“Everybody there has their 
own corner, and I definitely 
love to soak it all in and pay 
attention. The shop itself 
does things a little bit differ-

ent than I do, it’s a bit of a 
different market, so there is 
lots to learn and hopefully, 
lots to give as well.”

Having cameras around 
while he was working 
wasn’t too intrusive, he said. 
The challenge came when 
it was time for one-on-one 
interviews during filming.

“During the day, they are 
just mulling around while 
we work like it’s a normal 
day. That wasn’t so bad, 
but when you do the inter-
views, they are right in front 

of your face and that was 
weird. The producer hides 
behind the camera and you 
have to look at like half of 
his face because they don’t 
want you looking right into 
the camera. That took some 
getting used to. My first one 
was pretty dry, pretty quiet. 
But, they seem pretty happy 
with my progress,” he said, 
adding that the crew and 
the team became friends 
throughout the show. 
“Again, completely out of 
left field for me. I think I did 

pretty good, though. You 
almost forget they are there. 
All the film crew are won-
derful people as well. We 
poke fun at each other and 
you get to know them.”

While in Vegas, Schwartz 
and the team at Welderup 
were shooting two episode 
every three weeks, then 
taking a three-week break. 
He spent a lot of time away 
from home, but his family 
was more than supportive 

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Grant Schwartz works on a Buick Nailhead engine, a piece he says is a classic hot rod engine in his shop in Elmira. The local custom car expert is working on the Discovery Channel Show 
Vegas Rat Rods, airing Thursday nights at 9 p.m. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

The hot rods are old hat, 
the cameras something new

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON
www.leroysautocare.net

Did you know?
“If your engine coolant is not properly maintained 
and flushed regularly, it can become corrosive and 
eat away at components in the cooling system. 
Some parts may begin breaking down which can 
eventually lead to coolant leaks and overheating. 
Loose particles in the coolant can also collect in 
the heater core, reducing air flow and resulting in 
reduced heat in your vehicle.” – Gavin

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Fun, Fabulous
Fashion & Gifts!

fb and me
Boutique

40 Arthur St. S Elmira

TUES & WED 10 - 5:30  |  Thurs 10 - 8  |  FRI 10 - 5:30  |  SAT 10 - 4
519-210-1200

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the pub-
lic. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Sunday School 9:45am
Worship Service 11:00am

Hopping Thursdays
7-8:30pm

519-669-1459  •  www.elmiracommunity.org
Birdland Plaza, 112 Oriole Parkway, Unit 5, Elmira

“Pride”
Sunday, February 28

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, February 28th
9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

“Offering My Time”

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Co-op Placement
Prayer In Training

Sunday, February 28th

11:00 am

Speaker: Jeff Martin

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy  58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Lent 3
Living Ink: Leaping 

off the Page

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

The Book of Revelation
verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter

CALVARY CHAPEL

500 Northfield Dr. West, Waterloo  •  226-234-8384

Sunday Service 3:00 pm
meets at All Saints 
Anglican Church

FEBRUARY 26

COFFEE TIME AND MORE, 9:45-11:30 a.m., Gale 
Presbyterian Church, 10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. Join 
Woolwich Community Health Centre counsellor Marinela 
and low German health worker Anna to discuss everyday 
struggles. For info on this free group call 519-664-3794, 
ext. 235. Free child care is provided for participants.

WOOLWICH SENIORS ASSOCIATION - Personal taxes 
seminar; benefits for seniors; 1:30 p.m. at the Seniors 
Centre, located in the Woolwich Memorial Centre. 
For more information call 519-669-5044 or email 
woolwichseniors@yahoo.ca.

ELMIRA LEGION, 6 P.M. Chicken parmesan dinner with 
the fixings; $8/person. Everyone welcome. 

FEBRUARY 27

ALI MATTHEWS IN CONCERT, 7:30 p.m. at Calvary 
United Church, St. Jacobs. Free-will offering with 
proceeds going towards Calvary’s refugee fund.

VISIT THE WTHHS HISTORICAL Room at the Old School, 
1137 Henry St., Wellesley, between 10 a.m. and 
3 p.m. Free admission. 

MARCH 1

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY SERVICES HAS trained 
volunteers available to complete your income tax 
return. This service is offered free of charge to people 
with limited income. To find out if you qualify drop by 
or call Woolwich Community Services at 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira; 519-669-5139.

SENIORS INFORMATION & ACTIVE Living Fair. Join us 
for this free event taking place 9 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at 
the Breslau Community Centre. The fair will feature 
presentations and displays geared towards providing 
local seniors with important and supportive information. 
For info call Community Care Concepts 1-855-664-1900. 

MARCH 3

DIABETES CONNECTION! SUPPORTING EACH other in 
good health. Drop in on the second Tuesday of every 
month, 6-7 p.m. at Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. Have your diabetes 
questions answered and much more! For more 
information call Tiffany at 519-664-3794, ext. 241. 

MARCH 4

THE KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS Council 8192 are sponsoring 
a fish fry at St. Teresa Church hall, 19 Flamingo Dr., 
Elmira. Two sittings: 5 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. Adults & 
takeout $15 and children (12 & under) $8. Advance 
tickets are available until Mar. 2. Purchase your tickets 
from the St. Teresa of Avila parish office between 9 
a.m. and 1 p.m. or call 519-669-3387. 

CUBA 2016 WORLD DAY of Prayer. 7:30 p.m. at Gale 
Presbyterian Church, 10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. 

HEALTH EDUCATION AT WOOLWICH Community Health 
Centre: Helpful Hints fro De-cluttering and Hoarding. 
Free session held at Woolwich Community Health 
Centre from 10:15-11:15 a.m. Presented by Kim Hodder, 
Hoarding Project Coordinator. For info call 519-664-3794.

MARCH 7 

BABY FOOD BASICS: 6 months to 7 year. Learn 
how to make and store baby food, what foods are 
good for your baby’s age and stage and more. Join 
registered dietician Robin Hicken for this free session 
at Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside 
Dr., St. Jacobs; 2-2:30 p.m. For info call 519-664-3794.

MARCH 8

CAFE FOR CHANGE - Diversity, Awareness and 
Friendship; 7 p.m. at EDSS. The Youth in Action Club 
in partnership with MCRS (Mennonite Coalition for 
Refugee Support) and Crossing Borders performing 
troupe is hosting a night in support of local refugee 
efforts, awareness of  issues and a night of making new 
friends. Cafe for Change is a student driven event. Join 
us for music, song, dance, performing, tea, coffee and 
a few treats. Tickets at the door $10 with profits going 
to local refugee programs and families.

WATERLOO FARM AND HOME Safety Association is hosting 
the annual Spring Farm Safety Rally at the St. Jacobs 
Community Centre at 7:30 p.m. Updates from WSPS/farm 
safety and more, activities, displays, door prizes and 
refreshments. For more info call 519-664-3794, ext. 237.

MARCH 9

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.) Calvary United Church, 48 Hawekesville 
Rd., St. Jacobs. Cost $11. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noonday meal, 
fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for 
more info. 
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ACROSS
1. Dalai ___
5. Penny-pinch
11. Orbital point
16. Bone-dry
17. Astronomy Muse
18. Inclined
19. Tower site
20. Opposite of whole
21. Sicily’s neighbour
22. In hiding
24. Bustles
25. Clergyman
26. Willow
27. Continent
29. Statehouse V.I.P.
30. “The Wizard of Oz” prop
33. Beasts of burden
34. Abraham’s eldest
37. Elmer, to Bugs
38. Undergarment
40. Earned
42. Insect stage
46. Advocate
47. Feed

50. Again
51. “___ we forget”
52. Victorian
53. Conglomerate
55. Night before
56. Eden attire
58. Assume
62. Beat
64. Blade
67. Reveal
69. Audacity
71. Arise
72. Rain
75. Ear shell
76. Like Vikings
77. Sticks of calcite
79. Hokkaido native
80. Elizabeth I
81. Rupture
82. Bowl over
83. Backgammon piece
84. Crackers
85. “___ only”
DOWN
1. Pampered pet

2. Melodic
3. Uncertainties
4. “Time is money,” e.g.
5. Juliet, to Romeo
6. Its capital is Zagreb
7. “We the Living” author
8. Data
9. Bad atmosphere
10. Congratulations, of 
a sort
11. Farmer’s calendar
12. Beads
13. Picos de gallo
14. Chant
15. Fights back
23. Beaver State
25. Circle ratio
28. Much of Chile
30. Black cat, maybe
31. Monkey’s cousin
32. Elucidate
35. “Let it stand”
36. Conversation starter
38. Afghan coin
39. 100 square meters

41. Finger or toe
42. ___ Bear
43. Consistency
44. ___ capita
45. Cow, maybe
48. Met offering
49. Bridge site
54. Yours truly
55. Display unit
57. Pickle type
58. Operatives
59. Low-light restriction
60. Cook too long
61. Being
63. Dash
65. Means
66. Second showings
68. You and I
69. “Just say __”
70. Clear, as a disk
73. Boat propellers
74. Arm bone
77. Tai ___
78. Ed.’s request

Our postindustrial lifestyles may not be the only reason for our lack of sleep

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Orlando, Florida, USA

The Dorschts celebrated their first family 
vacation to the happiest place on earth by 
bringing their Observer. Surprise, the kids 
loved it! Nick, Kristen, Cameron and Ella 
Dorscht had fun with all the characters at 
Walt Disney World in January.

LOCATION

CAPTION

Q. Doctors Without Bor-
ders describes it as “one 
of the world’s neglected 
public health emergen-
cies.” What is it?
A. Every year venomous 
snakes kill some 200,000 
people, most in Africa and 
Southeast Asia, and leave 
hundreds of thousands 
disfigured or disabled, says 
Jeremy Hsu in “Scien-
tific American” magazine. 
These “legless squamates” 
are the second deadliest 
animal,” behind only mos-
quitoes that are infamous 
for spreading malaria. 

Modernized antivenom 
treatments would be an 
important first step toward 
reducing these deaths, but 
their development is “stuck 

in the 19th century because 
the field is underfunded,” 
says clinical toxicologist 
and herpetologist David 
Williams of the Austra-
lian Venom Research 
Unit at the University of 
Melbourne. “To isolate 
compounds for treatment, 
researchers typically inject 
subtoxic levels of venom 
into animals, collect the 
antibodies formed by the 
immune response and pu-
rify the result. Antivenom 
must be tailored to an array 
of toxins across regional 
snake species.”

Unfortunately, leaders in 
the pharmaceutical world 
have ceased developing 
such antidotes, perhaps 
due to their lack of profit-
ability. Thus is the world 
left without any universal 
anti-venom.
Q. Opthamalogists used 
to believe that once a 
blind child passed the 

critical age of 6-8, his or 
her brain would never be 
able to make sense of the 
visual world. How did 
Project Prakash (San-
skrit for “light”) demol-
ish this idea?
A. Lead neuroscientist 
Pavon Sinha found a test 
“laboratory” in India with 
its large population of 
some 360,000 to 1.2 mil-
lion blind children, most 
of whom live in poor rural 
areas with limited access 
to health care, says Rhitu 
Chatteejee in “Science” 
magazine. In 2011 Project 
Prakash began to correct 
the cataract-ridden eyes 
of children like Manoj 
Kumar Yadav, blind from 
birth, who at the age of 18–
well beyond the accepted 
cutoff age for surgery–was 
implanted with synthetic 
lenses. When the ban-
dages were removed, Yadav 
“couldn’t tell people from 

objects, or where one thing 
ended and another be-
gan... But over the coming 
months, his brain gradually 
learned to interpret the sig-
nals it was receiving from 
his eyes, and the blurry and 
confusing world began to 
come into focus.” Now at 22, 
he can even ride a bicycle in 
a crowded market.

Thus far, some 500 older 
children have undergone 
successful surgery, a testa-
ment to the plasticity of the 
human brain, though the 
newly sighted will never 
see as well as those born 
sighted. Sinha did not ex-
pect such massive changes 
in the brain and was 
amazed by just how quick-
ly and late in life they can 
happen. Concludes Chat-
terjee: “The project has 
brought hundreds of young 
people like Yadav into the 
light–while putting the 
field of visual neuroscience 

in a new light as well.”
Q. “Get 7-9 hours of 
sleep each night,” the 
experts say, but a 2013 
Gallup poll pointed out 
that Americans aver-
age only 6.8 hours. Why 
are we short-changing 
ourselves this way? Is it 
the hectic postindustrial 
world we live in?

A. Probably not. When 
UCLA sleep scientist Je-
rome Siegel and colleagues 
studied the sleep habits 
of three different hunter-
gatherer tribes–the Hadza 
of Tanzania, the San of 
Namibia and the Tsimane 
of Bolivia–they found aver-
ages of only 5.7-7.1 hours per 
night. As reported by Chris 
Samoray in “Science News,” 
these results were based on 
over 1,000 days’ worth of 
measurements of 94 indi-
viduals who wore watches 
designed to collect sleep 
data. “Typically, people fell 

asleep several hours after 
sunset with falling ambient 
temperatures and awoke 
before dawn as tempera-
tures reached a low.”

Yet one striking differ-
ence between the hunter-
gatherers and people in 
postindustrial societies 
did emerge: Only 1.5-2.5% 
of the hunter-gatherers 
reported having insomnia 
more than once a year, 
while chronic insomnia 
rates in the postindustrial 
world range from 10-30%. 
“Studying sleep in more 
natural environments, out-
side of the lab and in many 
difference populations, 
may help scientists better 
understand problems such 
as insomnia.”

OBSERVER TRAVELS
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HOT RODS: Local man takes his work from the roads of Woolwich to the much different Vegas strip

FROM | 24

of his move.
“I couldn’t do it without 

my kids. They have been 
wonderful. I am a hockey 
guy and I tell people this is 
my NHL. I have made the 
big leagues, so there is no 
way I couldn’t do it. My kids 
are 17 and 18 and I talked 
with my son and he said, 
‘Dad, I am going to miss 
you, but you can’t say no. 
You have to go.’ That meant 

Before the show aired, 
Schwartz only got to see a 
couple of episodes, allowing 
him to give interviews and a 
have little taste of what was 
to come, but now, he gets 
to see the show as the audi-
ence does – one episode at 
a time. 

“It feels good to see it. I 
had no idea what it was go-
ing to be like,” he said. “I got 
to see the first few episodes 
a bit early so I had some 
information to do inter-

the world to me,” he said. 
“For the last season, we 
went down in November, 
and we got home early July 
2015. Home for Christmas as 
well. My family came down 
and saw me a couple of 
times for sure. They really 
liked that.”

Now that the show has 
been airing for a few weeks, 
Schwartz says he is getting 
recognized on the street and 
being asked to do car shows 
and charity events – some-

views and things like that, 
but since then, they are all 
new to me too, so they are 
exciting to watch and to see 
them on TV.”

As for season three? The 
plans are under wraps, and 
fans will just have to wait 

thing he doesn’t think he 
will ever adjust to.

“It is just starting to come 
through now. I am getting 
phone calls to come to car 
shows, people are starting 
to recognize me, it is the 
strangest feeling,” he said. 
“I am not sure if I will ever 
get used to it. It is really 
weird. Early today, a char-
ity came by and asked me 
if I could be at a show, and 
it sounds wonderful, but so 
odd.”

Preheat oven to 350 F.  
Butter ramekins or heart-

shaped pan or muffin tins, 
cut small pieces of parch-
ment paper to line the bot-
tom of the pan.

Melt chocolate and butter 
together, allow some time 
to cool.

In a bowl place ground 
almonds, sifted icing sugar, 
flour, cinnamon and cocoa. 
Stir together. Make a well 
or hole in the center of the 
bowl. Add the egg whites 
(the egg whites do not need 
to be beaten)  and melted 
chocolate and butter. Stir 
until combined – do not 
over-mix.

Chocolate 
and 
Raspberry 
Friands
100 grams of butter
100 grams of dark chocolate
1 cup ground almonds
1-1/2 cups icing sugar, sifted
1/2 cup all-purpose flour
1 Tbsp. cocoa
1/2 tsp. of cinnamon
6 egg whites
1/2 cup frozen/ fresh raspberries
Icing sugar to dust

CHEF’S TABLE: Everyone’s sure to love ’em
Scoop the batter into cho-

sen greased pan muffin tin 
or another individual vessel. 
The batter should be about 
half way up the tin. Add 4-5 
raspberries to each tin.  

Bake for approximately 
25 minutes. Allow to cool 
slightly before taking out of 
the pan.  

Dust with icing sugar 
and serve. 

FROM | 24

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

Grandpa: Emergency blood 
transfusion. Sunday 11:00am

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

This Linwood Blood Donor Clinic 
announcement is brought to you 

by these community-minded 
businesses

Give Blood ...  
 to save lives.

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.blood.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, Mar 4th, 2016 
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm

at Linwood Community Centre 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

www.erbelectric.ca • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

25+ Years of Service in the Area

VOLUNTEER
THIS APRIL

JOIN THE FIGHT

April is Daffodil Month
Give a few hours of your time

to make a big difference!
Daffodil pin sales will take place in

Cambridge, Kitchener, Waterloo and Elmira
on March 31 – April 3, 2016!

Sign-up to volunteer: 
waterloo.myccsschedule.ca
For more information please contact Nicole at

519-886-8888 x3144 or
namorim@ontario.cancer.ca

and see. 
To see Schwartz on Vegas 

Rat Rods, tune in to the 
Discovery Channel Thurs-
day nights at 9 p.m. You 
can find his Elmira shop 
on Facebook by searching 
Schwartz Inc.

Bloomingdale resident and Elmira businessman Grant Schwartz has taken his knowledge of hot rods and motorcycles to the small screen in Vegas Rat Rods. The show airs Thursday nights 
at 9 p.m. on the Discovery Channel. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

O N LY AVAI L AB LE O N O B S E RV E R X T R A . CO M

NEW WEEKLY 
ONLINE COLUMN:

• A View Beyond The Pew • 
   Authored by local Ministers

• Maryhill News • 
   Keep up on what’s happening in Maryhill 
   with regular postings by  Diane Strickler

XTRA NEWS
NOW ONLINE

Find XTRA online at:
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NEW LOWER PRICES STOREWIDE!NEW LOWER PRICES STOREWIDE!

4DAYS
ONLY!

STARTS TODAY!
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 28

UNTIL

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 11AM-5PM

WWW . . C O M

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

95¢per sq ft
REG 1.99

BERBER
CARPET

REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

95¢per sq ft
REG 2.09

13 x 13
CERAMIC 

TILE REG 2.09REG 2.09REG 2.09REG 2.09REG 2.09

NEW LOWER PRICE!

IN STOCK

95¢per sq ft
REG 1.99

LUXURY
VINYL 

PLANKS REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

NEW LOWER PRICE!

NEW LOWER PRICE!

IN STOCK

87¢per sq ft
REG 1.99

KRONO
SWISS

LAMINATE REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

NEW LOWER PRICE!

45¢ $125 $149/SF
MIN 300SF/SF

MIN 300SF
/SF
MIN 300SF

INSTALLATION WITH LIFETIME 
WARRANTY!

HARDWOODLAMINATECARPET

IN STOCK

$57each
REG 99.99

5 x 8
AREA 
RUGS REG 99.99REG 99.99REG 99.99REG 99.99REG 99.99

NEW LOWER PRICE!

PLUS FREE 
UNDERPAD!

IN STOCK

$157per sq ft
REG 3.19

SHAG
CARPET

REG 3.19REG 3.19REG 3.19REG 3.19REG 3.19

NEW LOWER PRICE!

PLUS FREE 
UNDERPAD!

IN STOCK

$297from
per sq ft
REG 4.99

 MADE IN   
CANADA
HARDWOOD REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

NEW LOWER PRICE!

MAKING IT OFFICIAL IN BRESLAU

LAYING DOWN SOME BEATS IN ELMIRA

Residents at Chartwell Elmira Long Term Care Residence get to try their hand at drumming on Thursday mornings. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz (second right) and Coun. Larry Shantz (left) joined Empire Homes in cutting the ribbon at the grand opening 
of the Breslau Community Centre’s Empire Room on Saturday afternoon. The building was home to the presentation centre for the Breslau 
Riverland subdivision before being turned into the community centre in partnership with the township. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

navigating the health care 
system in a modern world, 
and putting a face to the 
agencies that will be ap-
pearing at the fair.

“So much of this is about 
relationships and feeling 
comfortable calling or con-
necting with an agency,” 
said Joy Finney, health pro-
moter with the Woolwich 
Community Health Centre 
in St. Jacobs. “It is about 
making that connection. 
The relationship piece is so 
important.”

Along with the displays 
from community agencies, 
such as the Canadian Men-
tal Health Association and 
the region’s hoarding spe-
cialist, the event includes 
live panel discussions from 
the Waterloo Regional Po-
lice Service regarding the 
seniors community’s vul-
nerability to fraud, along 
with discussions about how 
to make seniors more com-
fortable with independent 
living.

“We’re hearing examples 
of people who have been 

approached through door-
to-door sales and they are 
quite aggressive in their 
approach and really try-
ing to raise some examples 
that might have someone 
question how healthy it 
is to live in their home,” 
said Harrington. “Whether 
it is related to air quality 
with their duct systems, or 
whether it is the need for a 
new furnace or an air con-
ditioning unit. It is things 
that people might tradition-
ally come door-to-door for. 
It is a way to help people 
trying to figure out is it a 
legitimate need they have 
and getting them more in-
formation and people feel-
ing vulnerable that way.”

The panel will also ad-
dress the mental health 
challenges that can come 
with aging, and how seniors 
and families can access the 
resources out there to help. 

“We have such a signifi-
cant number of physicians 
that are working with 
family members that have 
depression or anxiety, and 
during the panel, there will 

be a discussion about the 
services that are available 
through the Canadian Men-
tal Health Association,” 
said Finney. “I was just 
meeting with some people 
where they have a family 
member dealing with this 
and wanting to learn how to 
support that family mem-
ber that is coping with de-
pression and anxiety. A lot 
of the reasons that families 
are going to see their fam-
ily physicians, is related to 
depression or anxiety. They 
are not alone.”

The day-long event is be-
ing hosted by Community 
Care Concepts, in partner-
ship with the Township of 
Woolwich, the Woolwich 
Community Health Cen-
tre, the Woolwich Seniors 
Association, the Older 
Adult Centres’ Association 
and the Ontario Seniors 
Secretariat at the Breslau 
Community Centre. To at-
tend, those interested are 
asked to register by Feb. 29 
by calling 1-855-664-1900. 
There will be lunch, snacks 
and door prizes awarded. 
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