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KIDS PUT SOME HEART INTO HOCKEY

The Woolwich Wildcats #3 team made it to the finals of the Woolwich Cup Challenge on 
Jan. 17, eventually losing 6-1 to the Beverly Bandits. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Woolwich will 
need millions to 
repair its bridges
Report shows the township will need to fi nd more 
than $7 million for projects in the next fi ve years

TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS WILL BE 
seeing a 2.49 per cent increase in the 
regional portion of their property 
tax bills this year under a budget ap-
proved last week by Waterloo Region 
council.

The figure is slightly lower than the 
2.94 per cent increase – 2.27 per cent 
for regional services, and 0.67 per 
cent allocated for police – given the 
lower level of services outside of the 
cities. At 2.94, the increase adds $54 
to the average household tax bill; the 
region uses an assessment value of 
$302,000, though the average is high-
er in Woolwich by another $40,000.

Coun. Sean Strickland, the region’s 
budget committee chair for the re-
gion, says the budget isn’t just aimed 
at residents in larger centers like Wa-
terloo and Kitchener.  

“There are roads projects in Wool-
wich Township and the water and 
wastewater is a big one for all the 
residents in the region,” he said. “I 
think our budget over 10 years is over 
$1 billion. There are big investments 
continuing. We have been spending 
lots of money on water and wastewa-
ter, and of course, our roads system 
with upgrading and putting in new 
roads is a part of the budget as well.”

Regional staff had initially ap-
proached the budget negotiation 

Region jacks 
taxes by 2.94% 
in approving 
2016 budget

LIZ BEVAN
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STEVE KANNON

WITH EXPENSIVE REPAIR 
BILLS soon coming due 
and little money to pay for 
them, Woolwich council 
got a dollars-and-cents 
lesson in the cost of failing 
infrastructure.

The township is facing 
$9.1 million in repair costs 
over the next 10 years just 
to deal with its aging bridg-
es and culverts. That figure 

jumps to $17.2 million if it 
wants to replace its three 
deteriorating steel-truss 
bridges, one of which has 
already been closed, rather 
than trying to rehabilitate 
them. 

Required by the prov-
ince to inspect bridge 
structures – bridges and 
culverts – every two years, 
the township last year had 
an engineering consultant 
determine the state of its 

BRIDGES | 2
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inventory and the come 
up with a cost for tack-
ling any deficiencies. The 
need for remediation work 
was ranked on a scale of 
1-5, with 1 being the most 
urgent where the work 
should be done within a 
year’s time.

Of the 50 structures 
inspected, three were 
deemed to be of the high-
est priority. Nineteen 
should be dealt with in the 
next five years, indicated 
a report tabled at Monday 
night’s council meeting. 
The remainder of the struc-
tures fall past a five- or 

process with a higher 
proposed increase, but 
through discussion and in-
creasing revenues, council 
was able to keep it below 
three per cent, a number 
Strickland says is average 
and sustainable.

“Last year, in 2015, our 
increase was 2.5 per cent. 
We are usually in that 
range,” he said. “The key is 
that we are below three per 
cent. I think that is a pretty 
fair tax increase.”

In some budget items, 
allocated funds were high-
er than needed, and other 
proposed budget items 
were cut, keeping the in-
crease as low as possible.

10-year timeline, noted 
director of engineering and 
planning Dan Kennaley.

The three on the agenda 
for 2016 are structures on 
Hill Street, Reid Woods 
Drive and Woolwich Street 
South. Rehabilitation costs 
have been pegged at $1.4 
million. An additional $5.7 
million needs to be com-
mitted to projects over the 
next five years, and a fur-
ther $1.9 million within 10 
years, bringing the total to 
$9.1 million.

The township currently 
has nowhere near enough 
money to pay for the work, 
with costs over and above a 

“There were a few things 
on the finance side, like 
our fuel costs, which is 
a big budget item – we 
spend about $10 million 
a year on fuel. With the 
declining price of gas, we 
were able to get more out 
of that. We also upped the 
revenue from Grand River 
Transit to be more reflec-
tive of what we have seen 
in previous years,” he said. 
“Then, there were some 
full-time equivalency posi-
tions in different program 
areas that we decided not 
to proceed with. There 
were some that we funded 
on a one-time basis be-
cause the nature of the 
projects were short-term. I 

host of other capital expen-
ditures on roads and sew-
ers, for instance.

“We can’t afford to do all 
of these,” Kennaley noted 
bluntly. 

While such projects have 
often been helped by fund-
ing from the federal and 
provincial governments, 
no money has been forth-
coming of late, he added.

 “We’re still not getting 
adequate levels of assis-

would say that it is pretty 
much status quo, but staff 
wanted to add more people 
in different program areas, 
and we didn’t agree with 
all of those additions.”

Strickland said this 
year’s budget isn’t just 
taking into consideration 
the next 12 months of the 
region’s expenses, and 
wants ratepayers to know 
that with this 2.94 per cent 
increase – 2.49 per cent in 
Woolwich – that regional 
council is sensitive to peo-
ple’s struggles and is look-
ing to the future as well.

“Our economy is grow-
ing in the Waterloo Re-
gion and it is doing well 
compared to other areas, 

tance from the senior lev-
els of government.”

Pointing out that when 
funding programs are an-
nounced they usually re-
quire shovel-ready projects 
that can be turned around 
quickly, Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan inquired about 
the readiness of the bridge 
projects.

Kennaley noted the Hill 
Street project engineering 
work had been carried out. 

but incomes aren’t rising 
as fast as they were previ-
ously,” he said. “So many 
people are still recover-
ing from the recession in 
2009 and that economic 
uncertainty. Property tax 
also isn’t reflective of how 
much an individual can 
pay – it is reflective of the 
value of your home. So 
in that sense, it is a very 
inelastic kind of measure. 
I think it is important for 
future budgets and keep 
this in mind in order to 
make sure that our tax in-
creases are sustainable and 
affordable.”

The regional portion ac-
counts for 50 per cent of 
property tax bills.

The township had applied 
to the province for fund-
ing, but was turned down. 
Another two of the projects 
is slated to move into the 
engineering stage this year.

Looking at the estimated 
costs, Coun. Mark Bauman 
suggested the township 
look at closing the three 
old steel bridges rather 
than repairing them or 
even considering the mas-
sive replacement costs. 

The Middlebrook Place 
bridge is already closed to 
traffic due to safety con-
cerns. Similar structures 
on Peel Street in Winter-
bourne and Glasgow Street 
in Conestogo have more 
value as historic features 
than they do as transporta-
tion routes, he said.

Some of the work will 
be discussed as part of the 
2016 budget deliberations 
now underway.

BRIDGES: Woolwich will need to come up with millions to cover growing list of necessary repairs

REGION: Another tax increase that outstrips inflation rate
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GROUP CELEBRATES THOSE WHO BEAUTIFY THE TOWN

At its annual general meeting Jan. 18, the Elmira & District Horticulture Society recognized the volunteers who tend to the community garden. In the photo are Len Eckel, Christine Webb, 
Mary Austin, Karen Geddes, Barb Smith, Donna & Rick Freeman, Newt Diefenbacher, Bill Crane, Marianne VanderVliet, Diane Coulman, Joyce Crane, Lynn Dettweiler, Edna Diefenbacher. 
Absent are Barb and Bruce Finn, Monika Landoni, Wilma Campbell, Marlene Snyder, Deb Gaede, Anne and Tony Vorstenbosch, Carroll Norris, Kelly Grencer. [SUBMITTED]

The Glasgow Street bridge, on which the township has already spent considerable sums in recent years, is one of three steel-truss bridges in Woolwich in need of major repairs or 
replacement, joining a long list of structures requiring at least $9.1 million in work over the next decade. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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PROPOSED FOR GIBSON 
PARK, a new splash pad/
ice rink combo might be 
better located elsewhere in 
Elmira, Woolwich council-
lors suggest.

The so-called splashed 
ice project is spearheaded 
by the Woolwich Recre-
ational Facilities Foun-
dation. Having received 
some $450,000 in pledges, 
including an Ontario Tril-
lium Foundation grant, the 
group wants to move ahead 
with a public fundraising 
campaign. To that end, it’s 
looking for the township to 
pick a location.

WRFF’s David Paisley 
said the preferred location 
is Gibson Park, which is 
already a favourite destina-
tion for young families.

“We feel this is definitely 
the location for this proj-
ect,” he told councillors 
meeting Jan. 18, noting the 
goal is to begin construc-
tion in the spring to allow 
for a summertime opening 
of the splash pad.

WELLESLEY RECREATION 
COMMITTEE’S REPRE-
SENTATIVE from St. Cle-
ments attended Tuesday’s 
council meeting to share 
her frustrations with event 
planning and venue book-
ing through the current 
township system, however 
there may be a solution on 
the horizon.

Melanie Martin plans 
events for St. Clements and 

New software may solve booking woes at Wellesley’s recreation facilities
LIZ BEVAN shared with council the 

headache that has come 
along with trying to book 
the community’s annual 
memorial baseball tourna-
ment. Scheduling conflicts 
could be a thing of the 
past, though, with a line 
item in the 2016 Wellesley 
budget allotted for the pur-
chase of new software for 
the recreation department.

Before the possible solu-
tion was presented, Martin 
spoke to council and Brad 

Voisin, director of facilities 
for the municipality.

In January, when sub-
mitting dates, she and 
other organizers found 
that the weekend they 
traditionally host the fun-
draising event had been 
booked. Same goes for the 
weekend before. 

“We are kind of stuck. 
We always do the same 
events every year, so I just 
wondered if there was 
any consideration for our 

dates?” she asked, appeal-
ing to the financial side of 
the problem. “I know that 
you want to let other peo-
ple use our facilities, and 
we understand that, but we 
are making money for the 
township.”

Currently, all facility 
bookings go through Pat 
Snyder, the recreation 
facilities coordinator. For 
now, Voisin suggested to 
Martin that rather than 
waiting until January 

every year, to book every 
event a year in advance. 

He also suggested a pos-
sible venue change for the 
annual slo-pitch tourna-
ment, but it was deter-
mined that wouldn’t work 
with participants drinking 
alcohol and travelling to 
either Linwood or Welles-
ley to play. 

After determining that 
there was no immediate 
solution to this summer’s 
scheduling conflict, Voisin 

let Martin know the book-
ing process will soon no 
longer be going through 
a single person in the de-
partment – it is going on-
line. Voisin will be looking 
into fixing the issue for this 
year, though, as well.

“We have budgeted for 
new recreation booking 
software for this year,” he 
said, answering in the af-
firmative when asked if 

Council leans 
toward Bolender 
Park for splashed 
ice project 
Location part of public consultation 
process to be launched to help fi nalize 
details before last fundraising push

STEVE KANNON Councillors, however, 
were not sold on the Gibson 
Park location, suggesting 
alternatives such as Bo-
lender Park and Lions Park.

Parking is an issue at 
Gibson Park, which is al-
ready home to well-used 
amenities, most notably 
the Kate’s Place accessible 
playground. A splashed ice 
facility would be located 
closer to the homes that 
border the park, increasing 
the impact on residents, 
councillors pointed out.

“There will be more car 
traffic, no doubt about it,” 
said Coun. Mark Bauman 
in calling for another loca-
tion. “I’d like to see the 
amenities spread out.”

Coun. Patrick Merlihan 
suggested Bolender Park, 
which has ample space and 
parking. The splashed ice 
facility would be well back 
from a residential area.

“What Kate’s Kause 
did for Gibson Park, I’d 
like splashed ice to do for 
Bolender Park,” he said, 

PARK | 20

WITH SOME SLEIGHT OF 
hand, a shuffle of the deck 
and maybe even pulling 
a rabbit out of a hat, the 
Grade 11 drama students at 
Elmira District Secondary 
School are getting ready to 
entertain the community.

Drama teacher DJ Car-
roll has been getting his 
students prepped to amaze 
audiences with illusions 
and magic tricks, and now 
is the time to share what 
they have been learning. 
On Jan. 21 at 6:30 p.m., the 
students will be putting on 
their show. 

“We have some students 
who will be doing some 
close up tricks to warm the 
crowd up and then dur-
ing the show, you will see 
some amazing appearing 
and disappearing objects 
and some scary yet cool 
escape routines,” he said, 
teasing the evening’s 
events. 

The students, now magi-
cians, have been practicing 
for just over a month, and 
Carroll says the skills they 
use when uttering abraca-
dabra will also help them 
in their everyday lives. 

“They are gaining a new 

Presto, EDSS 
students set 
to work their 
magic on an 
audience

LIZ BEVAN

MAGIC | 28
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Naomi Jenzen and Savanah Campbell, Grade 11 students at Elmira District Secondary School, are practicing for their upcoming magic show, 
open to the public on Jan. 21 at 6:30 p.m. Abracadabra! [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Centre Peel
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JK to Grade 12 for the
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69 Arthur St. S., Elmira
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Caitlin Clemmer 

WINTER IS BACK IN FULL FORCE

Justin and Marc Strohoff enjoyed a snowy ride down a hill at the Elmira Golf Course on Tuesday, thanks to Monday’s snowstorm.  
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Wellesley inks new fire protection deal with Mapleton
Rates to rise for service Wellesley provides covering some 62 homes in the neighbouring township

Wellesley ups tax increase to 2.44%
Special council meeting sees councillors make some tweaks to the 2016 budget after revenue fi gures lowered

LIZ BEVAN

LIZ BEVAN

WELLESLEY BUMPED UP 
ITS projected tax increase 
to 2.44 per cent from 2.2 
per cent after a revision in 
forecasted revenue num-
bers. 

The township called a 
special budget meeting 
for Tuesday night after 
discovering last week it 
will receive about half of 
the expected revenue from 
Waterloo North Hydro.

Originally recorded at 
$462,000, the township 
will actually be receiving 
$232,000 from its owner-

THE WELLESLEY FIRE 
DEPARTMENT will see its 
revenues rise a little bit as 
it ups the fee for providing 
emergency assistance to 

ship stake in the utility, 
however without major 
impact on spending and 
increases. The number 
was wrong in the town-
ship’s original budget 
documents.

Theresa Bisch, township 
treasurer, says the budget 
originally discussed in 
council chambers earlier 
in January had contingen-
cies in it, leaving a mini-
mal impact to the overall 
budget.

“It comes in about 
where it was before,” she 
said after the meeting. 
“(The Waterloo North 

neighbouring Mapleton 
Township.

A rate increase in the 
fire protection agreement 
between the two fire de-
partments was approved 
Tuesday night by Welles-

Hydro dividend) is about 
the same amount that we 
got last year. “

Wages and benefits 
for administration, IT, 
finance and recreation 
departments shown in the 
original 2016 draft budget 
were decreased by $92,391.

“It is not considered 
overestimating,” she said. 
“The reason why you 
would budget at the top 
rate of wages is because 
we don’t know what could 
happen throughout the 
year. I had budgeted all 
the wages at the top rate, 
it sounds strange, but that 

ley council.
In 2015, Mapleton Town-

ship paid $152.48 per year, 
per property. Now, that 
fee will rise to $159.90 per 
property. The agreement 
was also renewed for three 
more years.

The new agreement also 
outlines a fee increase of 
two per cent every year 
until the current agree-
ment is over in December 
2018.

There are 62 properties 
listed in the agreement, 
mostly located on Welling-
ton Roads 12 and 86

Wellesley fire chief An-
drew Lillico was on hand 
to answer questions about 
the agreement. 

Coun. Peter van der 
Maas wanted some 
clarification on rates and 

is how you normally do it. 
I just brought the numbers 
down to where they actu-
ally are. It is just tweaking 
little things. It is just cut-
ting little bits here and 
there.”

Most township staff are 
considered long-term and 
are already at the top of 
the pay scale, but there 
is the potential for future 
staffing changes and new 
employees moving up in 
pay grade.

Capital projects found 
in the 2016 draft budget 
are still going ahead de-
spite the change in rev-

whether an agreement like 
this was standard between 
townships in the area.

“So every call Wellesley 
is on, they make $159.90?” 
he asked. “Is this the same 
rate we receive from a 
neighbouring constitu-
ency?”

Lillico explained that 
the fee was on a per 
property basis, and that 
the agreement was fairly 
unique.

“The flat rate fee is per 
property on an annual 
basis,” he said. “That is 
based on the cost of fire 
services on the ratio of 
residential properties that 
are covered in (Maple-
ton), compared to the 
number of properties that 
are covered in the Town-
ship of Wellesley to make 

enues for the township, 
with little to no impact on 
planned acquisitions.

“In this operating bud-
get, none of the big things 
are in conflict,” said Bisch. 
“They are all being funded 
from the reserves.”

The township also re-
duced the amount of mon-
ey contributed to the re-
serve account by $20,000 
to “offset the decreased 
revenue.”

The meeting was quick, 
with councillors around 
the table agreeing that not 
many more cuts could be 
made. 

it equitable. We have no 
fire protection agreement 
with other municipalities 
that provide service into 
our townships. We receive 
mutual aid from other mu-
nicipalities which is on a 
reciprocal basis, but that is 
cost neutral.”

Coun. Herb Neher ques-
tioned whether it was 
standard practice for fire 
protection agreements to 
be negotiated between fire 
chiefs rather than council. 

In his experience, Lillico 
says that is how it is done, 
but municipal council is 
not left out of the process.

“It is quite common 
that the chiefs discuss 
the agreements back and 
forth. We have another 
with Wilmot and since I 
came here in 2009, it has 

“I gather from this, re-
ally there isn’t too much 
we can chop,” said Coun. 
Herb Neher. “The operat-
ing budget, I don’t know 
how much lower we can 
go. There is nothing sig-
nificant that I see in the 
operating budget that I 
can see that is going to 
have a real impact on the 
increase in the percent-
age.”

The 2016 Township of 
Wellesley budget will be 
put forth as a motion to be 
voted on at the next regu-
lar council meeting on 
Feb. 2 at 6:45 p.m. 

been handled through 
the fire department.” he 
said. “Woolwich has one 
with Mapleton as well and 
it is handled through the 
fire department.  It is up 
for approval by council, 
and the CAO was involved 
along the way.”

The fire protection 
agreement already in 
place between Mapleton 
and Wellesley includes 
stipulations on how many 
emergency vehicles will 
be sent out on a fire call 
in the neighbouring town-
ship, extra charges for fire 
fighting chemical agents 
and rules surrounding fur-
ther amendments. 

The agreement can be 
amended any time in the 
future with 60 days notice 
and council approval.

that meant the booking 
process will be moved on-
line. “Yes. It will be online 
and you will be able to go 
in there and tentatively 
book it, and it will pass on 
a flag saying that someone 
is interested in this venue. 
It will make things a lot 
easier.”

Martin was enthusiastic 
about the development. 

“I think this is going to 
be great for the township,” 
she told Voisin. “I think 
that people who are going 
to be looking at booking 
want to see it. They don’t 
want to make a phone 
call.”

SOFTWARE: 
Upgrades are 
included in 
township’s 
2016 budget
FROM | 3
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POLICE BLOTTER

Growing number of tax-scam 
incidents has police, CRA 
issuing warnings to the public
THE OPP IS REQUESTING 
the public’s assistance in 
spreading the message 
about the Canada Revenue 
Agency (CRA) tax scam.  

Within the past six 
months the tax scam has 
victimized thousands of 
unsuspecting individuals, 
and has netted criminals 
millions of dollars.  The 
number of calls in the area 
appear to be increasing, 
and has resulted in large 
numbers of calls to the OPP 
from distraught residents.  

Numerous warnings 
have been issued about this 
scam by Canadian police 
agencies, however many 
vulnerable persons are still 
being defrauded by crimi-
nals who use threats, intim-

idation, and deceit, to bully 
victims as they purport to 
be representing the CRA. 

Most of the calls or visits 
to the OPP that pertain to 
this scam are mainly from 
seniors. They are often in 
shock and anxious about 
the rude threats and de-
mands made by the callers, 
police report. Some of these 
residents have been in tears 
and break-down when re-
porting these incidents to 
police.  

The CRA and police are 
continuing to advise the 
public that the Canada 
Revenue Agency does not 
interact with clients in a 
rude, threatening or harass-
ing manner. They contact 
their clients by mail and 

Wellington Road 30 in Guelph-
Eramosa Township. The male driver 
was found to be in possession of 
cocaine. Police also seized a digital 
scale, baggies, a quantity of cash 
and a cell phone. A 27-year-old 
Wellington North Township man 
was charged with ‘possession of 
cocaine for the purpose of traf-
ficking’ contrary to the Controlled 
Drugs and Substances Act. He is to 
appear in Guelph Criminal Court on 
Feb. 12 to answer to the charge.

9:20 PM | The Wellington 
County OPP Traffic Management 
Unit investigated the driver of a 
2013 Kia that entered the R.I.D.E. 
spot check at Wellington Road 39 
and Wellington Road 30, Guelph-
Eramosa Township. While speaking 
with the driver, police located 
suspected marijuana and an arrest 
was made.   The 57-year-old man 
was released at the scene with 
court documents, charged with 
‘possession of marijuana under 30 
grams.’ He is to appear in Guelph 
Criminal Court on Feb. 26.

J A N U A R Y  1 6

4:30 PM | A lone male at-
tended Forwell Variety located at 
3009 Lobsinger Line in Heidelberg. 
The man waited for customers to 
leave the store then attended the 
cash register to pay for a bottle of 
water; when the cashier opened 
the till, the man demanded all 
of the bills in the till. The suspect 
fled the scene with an undisclosed 
amount of cash in a blue four-door 
compact vehicle. He was described 
as white, 35-40 years old, 5’8”, with 
an average build and light blond or 
red hair. The male was wearing a 
black Blue Jays baseball cap, black 
winter jacket with the words “Snap 
On” on the left breast, under the 
jacket had on a construction blaze 
yellow hoodie, blue jeans and 
running shoes with red laces. The 
cashier was not physically injured 
in this incident. Anyone with 
information in the incident is asked 
to contact the Waterloo Regional 
Police Service at (519) 653-7700 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.
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2:15 AM | Members of the 
Wellington County OPP received 
a report of a possible impaired 
driver operating a 2011 Hyundai 
northbound on Wellington Road 
39. Police located the vehicle and 
observed it weaving in its lane 
on Wellington Road 18 in Centre 
Wellington Township. A traffic stop 
was conducted and while speaking 
with the driver, police determined 
that the driver’s ability to operate 
a motor vehicle was impaired by 
alcohol and he was placed under 
arrest.   He was taken to a local 
OPP Operations Centre for further 
testing. A 22-year-old West Grey 
Township man was subsequently 
charged with ‘over 80 mgs’ and 
‘impaired driving.’ His driver’s 
licence was suspended for 90 days 
and the vehicle impounded for 
a period of seven days. He is to 
appear in Guelph Criminal Court on 
Feb. 5 to answer to the charges.
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6:39 PM | Members of the 
Wellington County OPP Street 
Crime Unit (SCU) investigated 
the driver of a 2014 F150 pick-up 
truck on Wellington Road 39 near 

Twp. increases 
smoking setbacks

Looking to cut back on the complaints 
about smokers clustered around the 
entranceways of municipal facilities 
such as the WMC, Woolwich has a new 
policy prohibiting smoking within 10 
metres ( 32.8 feet) of any township 
facility entrance or exit, and walkways 
within a municipal property.

The changes were approved by council 
meeting Monday night.

Coun. Mark Bauman suggested a 
designated smoking area in the WMC 
parking lot, signed and with cigarette 
disposal containers, to make it clear 
where the activity is permitted rather 

than leaving people to drift around 
outside. 

Dance nets $5K 
for Wellesley

Wellesley is almost $5,000 to the good 
thanks to an All Hallows Eve dance.

Meeting Jan. 19, councillors were 
presented with a cheque for $4,920, the 
proceeds of a Halloween dance organized 
by the Wellesley fire station.

Along with presenting money to 
council, the station also bought a new 
defibrillator, just one of many the fire 
department needs to keep up with 
technology and stay compatible with 
the emergency medical services in the 
Region of Waterloo, noted township fire 

chief Andrew Lillico, who thanked the 
firefighters for their volunteerism and 
commitment to the community. 

“On behalf of the department and 
council, thank you so much for your 
fundraising efforts. We appreciate 
everything you have done for the com-
munity,” he said. “The lifesaving devices 
will certainly help in the community, 
hopefully for the next 10 years, as well. 
Go back to the station and thank the 
staff. “ 

Woolwich eyes 
parkland policy

Following up on its recent decision to 
pass on selling parkland to house a new 
school in Breslau, Woolwich council is 

now looking at a policy to protect exist-
ing parkland from future development 
proposals.

Coun. Patrick Merlihan’s policy 
suggestion found general acceptance 
around the council table, with the issue 
to be studied with more depth before a 
decision is made.

“Parkland is something we should 
cherish – it’s non-renewable,” said 
Merlihan at this week’s council meeting, 
adding a firm commitment from the 
township would give communities some 
assurance their parks would continue to 
remain in public hands.

Only Coun. Murray Martin argued 
against such a policy, noting the issue 
of selling parkland arises infrequently, 
pointing to the Breslau Memorial Park 

proposal and an earlier township attempt 
to sell off parts of Elmira’s Victoria Glen 
for residential development.

Council backs 
charity game

Each year, Woolwich typically waives 
the WMC rental fees for the Elmira Sugar 
Kings’ annual charity game. This time 
out, councillors gave a blanket waiver for 
the remainder of their term.

Following a presentation Monday night 
by Ron Hackett, a member of the Kings’ 
board of directors, council agreed to 
support the fundraising effort as a matter 
of course. Last year, the game raised 
$13,000 for cancer research through 
gate receipts and an auction, including 

the sale of special sweaters worn by the 
team. This year’s charitable group of 
choice is Woolwich Community Services.

The taxman 
cometh again

The taxman returns to Woolwich Mar. 
4, the due date set this week for the first 
installment of 2016 property taxes.

Meeting this week, township council 
approved an interim tax bill plan that 
will allow it to collect an amount equal to 
50 per cent of last year’s levy. The move 
lets the municipality continue collecting 
funds even though it has yet to set 
taxation levels for 2016.

The first 25 per cent will be due on Mar. 
4, and the second on May 6. 

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from January 25th – January 30th

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Store Made

Assorted
Liverwurst

Roast
Chicken

Blackforest
Ham

Pork Loin
Chops

Cabbage
Rolls

Store Made - Deli Sliced

REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb.

$6.99
Store Made - Mini. Store Made - Smoked

Store Made

REG. PRICE
$4.49 /lb.

$3.99

$3.99

REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb.

$4.49
Need fast comfort food 

for the family?
Try our “Store Made” 7 

minute Microwaveable Beef 
Roasts with Gravy!

REG. PRICE
$4.49 /lb.

$4.99
Reg. $5.29 /lb

$4.49
Reg. $4.89 /lbTR
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Refugee 
Awareness & 
Fundraising 
Event
Tuesday, January 26th

Soup/Salad Bar Buffet
5:30 - 7:30 p.m.  (donation based)

Desserts and snacks 
can be purchased

Presentation by 
Randy & Ang Martin
Recently served Refugees 
in Lesbos, Greece

Bake Auction 
to follow prestentation 

Silent Auction – open all evening

Linwood Community Centre, 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood

All proceeds to i58 
Refugee Mission stationed in Greece

For more information or to RSVP call or text: 226-789-5894
Email: janicegerrrie@gmail.com

Refugee 
Awareness & 
Fundraising 
Event
Tuesday, January 26Tuesday, January 26

All proceeds to i58 
Refugee Mission stationed in Greece

For more information or to RSVP call or text: 
Email: janicegerrrie@gmail.com

Bauman
LASER & ELECTROLYSIS HAIR REMOVAL

519-669-0237

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

February:
Book a regular 
pedicure with 
Cailin or Kirstie 
and we will 
upgrade it to a 
Spa pedicure 
for FREE
Includes all gift cards puchased
before Valentine’s Day

will never request personal 
information.

For more information 
with regards to the security 
of taxpayer information 
and other examples of 
fraudulent communica-
tions, please visit www.cra.
gc.ca/security. 

To learn more about this 
fraud and many others 
please contact the Cana-
dian Anti-Fraud Centre at 
1-888-495-8501 or through 
www.antifraudcentre.ca
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WOOLWICH’S RECENT DECISION ABOUT 
Breslau parkland means the township and com-
munity will have to come up with hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to pay for upgrades to rec-
reational facilities in the village. 

Thus far, very little has been budgeted for, a problem that 
will become more pressing once the glow of a victory over 
the land-sale option wears off.

Expectations will increase for the spending of money 
the township doesn’t have and hasn’t made a priority to 
set aside. A problem, yes, but much less so than the tens of 
millions needed to deal with aging infrastructure, some of 
it much more essential than recreation: road, bridges and 
sewers.

Councillors were reminded of that this week during a 
discussion of the $9.1 million, as a minimum, needed in the 
next decade to deal with deteriorating bridges. On this file, 
too, the township has budgeted little. 

Infrastructure deficits are a well-discussed issue at every 
level of government; past practices and short-term thinking, 
a mainstay of politicians, caused very little money to be set 
aside over the years since much of the infrastructure, from 
sewer lines to hospital buildings, was being built back in the 
halcyon days of a growing economy and much lower costs.

To its credit, Woolwich has been setting aside more 
money for a rainy day – i.e. the coming infrastructure storm. 
It’s been allocating some surplus funds to reserves, and has 
in place a special infrastructure levy: it’s another tax, but 
with the money allocated for a real need rather than being 
flushed away. In that vein, however, the township has done 
little to rein in its operating budget in order to make a real 
dent in the deficit rather than taxpayers’ wallets. The extra 
funds set aside are a good start, but they have not kept up 
with the growing list of projects. Even at today’s estimates 
– real costs are likely to be much higher, as there’s a history 
of being well off the mark with forecasts – the township is 
losing ground. 

Woolwich is not alone in that regard. Despite plenty of lip 
service, governments continue to do very little in the way 
of long-term planning, let alone actual follow through. The 
township is somewhat ahead of the curve, even if progress is 
limited.

At the municipal level there’s always been an expectation 
that senior levels of government would come through with 
the money to pay for the bulk of infrastructure projects. 
Now, with budget woes of their own, much of it self-inflicted 
due to poor decision-making and management, the provin-
cial and federal governments have empty coffers.

Cash-strapped municipalities have long called one-off 
grants and programs inadequate, preferring guaranteed 
slices of taxes such as the HST. There’s been some successes, 
such as sharing in fuel tax revenues, but many municipali-
ties have proven unwise in their spending and mismanage 
the taxes they already collect.

Looking to fix its fiscal situation, Ottawa downloaded 
costs to the provinces. In Ontario, the province in turn 
passed down the expense of many programs to the munici-
palities, with an inadequate share of the money to fund 
them. Over time, that decision put an increasing amount of 
strain on municipal budgets, and communities were hard-
pressed to deal with immediate costs, let alone stockpile 
reserves for the replacement of aging infrastructure.

For the foreseeable future, however, municipalities will 
have to get their own houses in order if they’re going to deal 
with their infrastructure, some of it at a critical juncture. 

Infrastructure 
woes show folly of 
poor governance

FIVE YEARS AGO THIS 
month, the “Arab Spring” 
got underway with the 
non-violent overthrow of 
Tunisia’s long-ruling dicta-
tor, Zine el-Abidine Ben 
Ali. He dared not order the 
army to open fire on the 
demonstrators (because 
it might not obey), he was 
running out of money, and 
eventually he flew off to 
Saudi Arabia to seek asy-
lum.

In an Arab world where 
satellite television broad-
casts and social media 
had effectively destroyed 
the power of the censors, 
practically everybody else 
spent the four weeks of 
civil protest in Tunisia 
tensely watching what 
the Tunisians were doing. 
When the Tunisian revolu-
tionaries won, similar non-
violent demonstrations 
demanding democracy 
immediately broke out in 
half a dozen other Arab 
countries.

It felt like huge change 
was on the way, because 
the world had got used to 

The state of things five years after the Arab Spring
the idea that non-violent 
revolutions spread irresist-
ibly, and usually win in the 
end. The ground-breaking 
“People Power” revolution 
in the Philippines in 1986, 
for example, was followed 
in the next three years in 
Asia by non-violent de-
mocratisation in South 
Korea, Taiwan, Thailand 
and Bangladesh, and failed 
attempts at non-violent 
revolution in Burma and 
China.

Similarly in eastern Eu-
rope, the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and the collapse of 
the Communist regime in 
East Germany in 1989 was 
followed by non-violent 
democratization in all the 
Soviet-dominated “satel-
lite” countries by the end 
of the year. The Soviet 
Union itself broke up in 
1991, and some of its com-
ponent parts also became 
democratic. Non-violence 
was a magic potion, and 
people assumed that it was 
bound to work in the Arab 
world too.

They were wrong. The 
non-violent movements 
demanding democracy 
spread just as fast, but 
their only lasting success 
was in Tunisia. Egypt and 
Bahrain are back under 

autocratic rule, and Ye-
men and Syria are both 
being devastated by civil 
wars and large-scale for-
eign military intervention. 
Libya is also being torn 
by civil war (although the 
revolution there was never 
non-violent).  

You can hardly blame 
people for trying to get rid 
of the old regimes – they 
were pretty awful – but be-
yond Tunisia the endings 
were uniformly bloody 
and tragic. Was there some 
systemic reason for this, or 
was it just a lot of bad luck? 
There is great reluctance 
to pursue this question, 
because people are afraid 
that the answer has some-
thing to do with the nature 
of Arab society or Islamic 
culture. They shouldn’t 
worry.

Islam is not incompat-
ible with democracy. Indo-
nesia, the most populous 
Muslim country, had a 
non-violent democratic 
revolution in 1998 and 
continues to be a thriving 
democracy today. Turkey 
has been democratic for 
decades, although Recep 
Tayyib Erdogan, the cur-
rent president, is doing 
great damage to the coun-
try’s democratic institu-

tions. Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh are both democra-
cies, although turbulent 
ones.

These four countries 
alone account for almost 
half the world’s Muslims. 
In the Arab world democ-
racy is a much scarcer 
commodity, but it does 
exist, most notably in 
Tunisia itself. Several 
other Arab countries, like 
Jordan and Morocco, have 
a significant democratic 
element in their politics, 
although the king retains 
much power. 

So what went wrong 
with the “Arab Spring”? 
In the case of Bahrain, 
the problem was that the 
majority of the popula-
tion is Shia, but the ruling 
family is Sunni and saw 
the democratic movement 
as an Iranian plot. Neigh-
bouring Saudi Arabia saw 
it the same way, and sent 
the Saudi army in to crush 
the “plot.”

Yemen was a lost cause 
from the start, since there 
was already an incipient 
civil war in the country. 
Now it’s a full-scale war, 
with foreign military in-
tervention by a Saudi-led 
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The weather’s got us snowed in. Consumer spending’s got us snowed under. One of those things is a little easier to deal with, if harder on the back.
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Province mucks around with parking as real problems with health care system

ANYONE WHO’S VISITED 
A hospital knows full well 
that parking costs keep 
rising, administrators 
seemingly intent on nickel-
and-diming us to death. 
Actually, it would be fine 
if we were talking about 
just nickels and dimes, but 
parking costs can quickly 
add up for those making 
repeated trips, either as a 
patient or visitor.

It’s with that in mind 
that the provincial gov-
ernment is trying to put 
a cap on parking fees at 
hospitals. Well, it’s a public 
relations move designed 
to counter a growing ir-
ritant and buy a fiscally 
incompetent government 
some credibility. That may 
sound somewhat snarky, 
but Wynne’s corruption 
and mismanagement are 
in large part to blame for 
the financial predicament 
of Ontario’s hospitals and, 
indeed, the entire health 
care system.

That the announcement 
comes during a time of cuts 

and layoffs at hospitals, 
including Grand River, 
is probably just a coinci-
dence.

On the parking front, 
the government notes 45 
Ontario hospitals offer free 
parking, 54 charge $10 or 
less per day, and 36 levy 
fees in excess of $10. The 
new directive announced 
this week calls for an im-
mediate freeze, capping 
the higher fees with man-
dated longer-term parking 
options – passes, in-and-
out privileges and the like 
– designed to reduce costs 
to those making frequent 
visits.

Nobody’s going to have 
a problem with that – the 
fees are more than just 
annoying at what is typi-
cally not a good time given 
why most of us go to the 
hospital. Well, almost no-
body has a problem with 
it – the hospitals are none 
too happy, as parking and 
other ancillary fees have 
been a growth item in their 
budgets. Money is increas-
ingly tight, though much 
of that is self-inflicted as 
expenditures have long 
grown at rates well above 
inflation – even as succes-
sive governments threw 

billions at the system, wait 
times grew and service to 
public diminished. 

Government critics and 
public sector unions, the 
latter part of the problem 
in many cases, have been 
quick to decry any cuts 
coming from the province’s 
plan to roll back massive 
annual funding increases. 
At Grand River Hospi-
tal, for instance, they’re 
expecting a $10-million 
shortfall in this year’s 
$350-million budget. 
Thirty-eight people will 
be laid off, and another 30 
currently vacant jobs will 
be eliminated from a staff 
complement of 3,335. 

The cuts won’t help a 
health care system already 
lacking in many regards, 
not without a fundamental 
overhaul of the system it-
self and a government ca-
pable of fiscal responsibil-
ity that allows for priorities 
to be met.

“This is a government 
looking anywhere and ev-
erywhere to help them pay 
for a decade-plus of Lib-
eral spending sprees that 
have left us with less for 
our health care priorities,” 
notes Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Michael Harris. “Years 

of wasted spending adds 
up, and directly subtracts 
from funding where it’s 
needed most – the Grand 
River cuts are just the latest 
example.

“The premier was elected 
on a promise of no cuts to 
front line health care work-
ers and yet again and again 
we see the complete oppo-
site with Grand River be-
ing the latest to announce 
cuts – 30 vacant positions 
being slashed and layoff 
notices given to 38 others, 
including nurses,” said 
Harris. “Make no mistake, 
these cuts fall at the feet 
of this Wynne Liberal 
government and its fiscal 
mismanagement – unfor-
tunately when billions are 
wasted on gas plants and 
non-existent eHealth reg-
istries, it means less for the 
priorities we all share.”

The cuts, like the ever-
increasing parking fees, 
are part and parcel of a 
four-year freeze on hospital 
funding by the province. 
While health care spend-
ing continues to grow, the 
government has reduced 
the pace of growth down 
to something like the in-
flation rate: the 2015-16 
provincial budget set aside 

$50.8 billion – the largest 
single expenditure – up 
1.2 per cent. The previous 
year’s increase was 2.5 per 
cent, itself a long way from 
years when five, six and 
seven per cent weren’t un-
common. 

Years of unchecked 
spending brought us to 
today’s predicament, as the 
system was otherwise un-
sustainable. 

Like so many difficult 
decisions, dealing with the 
health care file was kicked 
down the road year after 
year. Politicians have no 
stomach for the conversa-
tion that’s really needed, 
namely the huge amounts 
of money spent on what 
could be deemed marginal 
cases: extending end-of-life 
dates of the seriously ill 
by weeks or months, often 
with the elderly and those 
with terminal diseases. 
Also on that list, with some 
crossover, are expensive 
drug therapies that provide 
little extra benefit and the 
payment structure for doc-
tors that tends to reward 
interventions, no matter 
how useful, over preventa-
tive medicine.

Some will argue that 
the system shouldn’t be 

rationing services like that, 
perhaps deciding who 
lives and who dies. Fact is, 
however, that we already 
do that. There are waiting 
lists, it can take ages to see 
specialists and patients are 
prioritized based on their 
conditions. 

Then there’s the issue of 
prevention versus emer-
gency care. Advocates of 
reform have argued for 
years that we’re better off 
spending money upfront to 
prevent illness – promot-
ing healthier lifestyles, 
smoking-cessation, obe-
sity-avoidance – than to 
essentially bail people out 
of the poor health choices 
they’ve made all along by 
pumping much more cash 
into acute care at the end 
of their lives.

Unable to make basic 
cuts, or even compensate 
for the billions wasted on 
the likes of eHealth and 
ORNGE, the government 
is certainly not going to 
consider, let alone make 
the tough decisions. Much 
easier to keep on spending, 
putting off the issue until 
the crunch comes ... ideally 
long after someone else is 

It’s budget time: where should municipalities focus funding and cut spending to reduce taxes?

“Cut the LRT. It’s too much of a pinch on small 
businesses.”

 » Jeremy Monforte

“I think invest more in the social services, 
helping the homeless, increasing programs 
like Out of the Cold, especially when the 
weather gets like this.”

 » Lindsay Kuiack

“I think the region should cut subsidized parking 
for their staff. I think they should invest in jobs 
and placement experiences for recent graduates 
of undergraduate and graduate level programs.”

 » Ali Kraushaar

“Cut the LRT. A lot of people lost 
businesses. I don’t think it will pay itself 
off. It’s a trickle-down effect. It’ll help a 
few. It won’t help many.”

 » Rose Wilkins

“This time of year, investing in 
infrastructure is never a bad thing – having 
clean roads and sidewalks.”

 » Drew Chester

“The non-violent movements demanding democracy spread just as fast, but their only lasting success was in Tunisia.” Gwynne Dyer | 6

KANNON | 20
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Arab countries will have 
to wait longer for democracy
FROM | 6

 » PwC’s 19th annual Global CEO Survey 

coalition that includes half 
the countries in the Arab 
world, and the non-violent 
protestors are busy hiding 
from the bombs.

Syria was a hard case 
since the Ba’athist regime, 
in power for more than 40 
years, had accumulated 
a great many enemies. 
The Alawite (Shia) minor-
ity who dominated the 
regime were terrified that 
they would suffer from 
revenge-taking if they lost 
power, and were willing 
to fight to the last ditch to 
keep power.

But it is also true that 
Turkey and Saudi Arabia, 
and later the United States 
as well, encouraged an 
armed uprising in Syria 
that undercut the entire 
non-violent movement. 
It probably wouldn’t have 
succeeded anyway, but it 
really didn’t get tried. And 
in Egypt, the non-violent 
revolution actually won.

The victory didn’t last 
long. The Muslim Brother-
hood won the election in 
2012, and the urban, secu-
lar minority who had made 
the revolution panicked. 
They asked the army to in-
tervene, and the army was 
happy to oblige – so now 
the army runs the country 
again, after a massacre of 
non-violent Muslim Broth-
erhood protesters in 2013 
that was probably worse 
than the slaughter on Ti-
ananmen Square in 1989.

Egypt is by far the big-
gest country in the Arab 
world. If it had not thrown 
its democracy away, about 
a third of the world’s Arabs 
would be living in a de-
mocracy today. It was very 
bad luck, but non-violent 
revolution is still a viable 
technique – and democ-
racy is still just as suitable 
for Arabs as it is for Poles, 
Peruvians or Pakistanis. 
It’s just going to take a lit-
tle longer than we thought 
in 2011.

A survey of more than 1,400 CEOs found that CEOs globally (66%) 
and in Canada (76%) see more serious threats facing their 
businesses today than three years ago. China’s economic 
rebalancing, falling oil prices and geopolitical uncertainties are all 
weakening CEO confidence, with 23% globally (31% in Canada) 
believing that global economic growth will fall over the next 12 
months. 

 » Canadian Journalists for Free Expression executive director Tom Henheffer on the 
irreparable harm posed by the police-state implications of Bill C-51.

“No legislation has had more of an impact on free expression and 
civil liberties in recent history than C-51. It is dangerously 
overbroad, unjustifiably encroaches on the rights of Canadians, and 
needs to be scrapped or dramatically amended. To do so properly 
and transparently, our new government must engage in robust 
dialogue with Canadians, experts and civil society organizations.”

 » From the Jan. 19, 2013 edition of The Observer

 A new Catholic school for the Breslau/Maryhill area and 
improvements to Breslau Public School will be funded by part of 
the $30 million on its way to Waterloo Region’s school boards, the 
province announced this week.  Part of the $18.7 million to be 
received by the WRDSB will be spent on a major addition to Breslau 
Public School, while a portion of the $11.5 planned for the Catholic 
board will go towards building a new school to replace St. Boniface.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

The best youth 
group in town
AFTER BEING INVOLVED 
WITH various church youth 
groups, bible camps and 
vacation bible schools over 
the last 15 years as both a 
participant and a leader I 
have seen many excellent 
and effective youth pro-
grams in our community 
(as well as a handful of use-
less ones). But one stands 
head and shoulders above 
the rest. This ministry is 
unmatched in its impact 
on the youth of this town, 
specifically the young men. 
While many youth groups 
struggle to keep teenage 
men interested and in-
volved in their programs, 
this youth group draws 
them by the hundreds and 
holds onto many of them 
throughout their teen and 

young adult years. 
Most youth groups are 

content to see young men 
show up to their programs 
at all, even if they show up 
late, leave early and don’t 
participate or are disrup-
tive when they are there, 
but this youth group ex-
pects, requires and receives 
full commitment from its 
participants. 

The members of this 
youth group are willing to 
get up at the crack of dawn 
on weekends and stay late 
on weeknights if the youth 
group requires it of them. 
The youth group even 
enforces dress codes on 
some of its most capable 
and committed members 
who are willing to enter 
into an even higher level of 
commitment. If they aren’t 
willing to meet these re-
quirements they may soon 
find themselves removed 
from the youth group. And 
yet even with these huge 

expectations and minimal 
tolerance for noncompli-
ance, young men flock 
to this ministry. It may 
surprise you to know that 
young men must actually 
apply and pay to join this 
youth group. 

You might think this 
ministry must have the 
best and brightest pro-
fessional youth workers 
among its ranks for how 
else could it draw and hold 
onto so many of our town’s 
young men when many 
youth ministries the world 
over fail to do so? Surely 
the leaders are profession-
ally trained with years of 
prior youth leadership 
experience and are riding 
the leading edge of youth 
ministry research and best 
practices? It may surprise 
you to know that indeed 
the opposite is true. This 
youth group is lead by very 
normal laymen, many of 
whom are blue-collar dads 

and hardworking moms 
with no professional youth 
ministry training or experi-
ence whatsoever. 

These men and women 
invest countless hours and 
sometimes thousands of 
dollars in the programs 
they run and the young 
men they mentor. Some 
of them give nearly every 
night of the week and en-
tire weekends to the minis-
try. What are these incred-
ibly hard working leaders 
paid for their time? Not 
a cent. They give of their 
time and money because 
they are passionate about 
the ministry and about 
investing in the young men 
who participate in it. These 
leaders receive no material 
benefit for what they give 
and yet many return year 
after year to give more to 
this ministry. 

The commitment to 
and passion for this youth 
group displayed by the 

young men involved, the 
families and friends of 
these young men and the 
many volunteer leaders 
who run this youth group is 
truly unparalleled. I chal-
lenge anyone to find, per 
capita, a more popular, 
impactful and cost effec-
tive ministry anywhere in 
the world. Even the big-
gest and best mega-church 
youth groups in ‘merica 
would give up their birth-
right and hire a fleet of 
six-figure youth pastors to 
have the kind of communi-
ty impact which this small 
town youth group has with 
a skeletal staff and a hardy 
gang of moms, dads and 
other regular Joes. 

To which youth group 
am I referring? No doubt it 
is obvious by now. The best 
youth group in this town is 
Woolwich Minor Hockey. I 
don’t say this to put down 
any other youth program, 
nor because I have a clear 

bias for I only played a year 
of minor hockey myself 
before abandoning it for 
basketball. Rather, I say it 
to give credit where credit 
is due and as an encourage-
ment to the small army of 
dedicated coaches, train-
ers, managers, executive 
members, parents and 
other volunteers who make 
this incredible youth group 
possible. Your dedication 
to minor hockey and espe-
cially to the youth who play 
in it has played a massive 
role in shaping the men of 
this town and your impact 
will be felt for many gen-
erations.

The Church has a lot to 
learn from the best youth 
group in town. 

Elmira resident David Paisley 
is a long-time community 
volunteer and a board member 
of the Woolwich Recreational 
Facilities Foundation.

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR  | editor@woolwichobserver.com
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Kings find redemption

Coach praises consistent eff ort in 6-1 
victory over Brampton which was 
followed by 5-3 defeat of Cambridge

WHITNEY NEILSON

GALEA | 10

OPEN
COUNTRY

It’s best 
not to 
mess with 
sporting 
gear

“YOU KNOW, YOU’RE 
SHORT on cuteness and 
long on annoyance,” Jenn 
said in a loud, authoritative 
voice.

“What did I do now?” I 
replied, as I rounded the 
corner into the kitchen.

“I was talking to the cat,” 
she answered. “But come to 
think of it ...”

“Boy, it sure looks cold 
out there, huh?” I inter-
rupted.

Unfortunately, it was too 
late. Jenn had already lev-
eled her gaze on the grow-
ing pile of sporting goods 
by the front door and was 
now staring at it menac-
ingly – the way mixed 
martial artists stare at their 
opponents just before the 
big smack down.

“Is there any reason we 
need all this stuff by the 
front door and on the main 
level?” she asked.

A question like that is 
never easy to answer.

I mean the ice fishing 
gear, which consisted of 
several rods and reels, a 
bucket to sit on and hold 
them in, a back pack filled 
with plastic tackle cases 
and a ladle, a one burner 
butane stove and cook-
ware, as well as an elec-

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS redeemed them-
selves this weekend, de-
feating both the Brampton 
Bombers and the Cam-
bridge Winter Hawks after 
losing two games to the 
Waterloo Siskins last week.

It took five goals from 
the Kings and 45 minutes 
of play before Brampton 
even got on the board on 
Friday night. Zac Coulter, 
Ryan Maksymyk, and Jake 
Moggy gave Elmira a 3-0 
lead in the first, assisted by 
Ethan Skinner, Mackenzie 
MacSorley, Ryan Walsh, 
Kalob Witzell, Jeff Jordan, 
and Alex Peterson.

Quinten Bruce (Witzell) 
and Skinner (MacSorley, 
Coulter) increased that 

lead to 5-0 in the second. 
Brampton’s Adel Zivojevic 
finally put the puck in El-
mira’s net five minutes into 
the third, assisted by Wyatt 
Weppler and Nolan Regan. 

Kevin Fitzpatrick (Mac-
Sorley, Skinner) added one 
more for the Kings to make 
it a 6-1 victory. 

“We played really well 
that game,” said head 
coach Ty Canal.

“I thought that was one 
of our most consistent 
games we’ve had in a while, 
when you look at a full 60 
minutes. That’s definitely 
nice to see. Guys respond-
ed well, guys played for one 
another. It was a game with 
momentum we were able 
to hold for the most part 
and push the pace how we 
wanted to play.”

Jonathan Reinhart’s net gets knocked off as some Cambridge Winter Hawks attempt to score during game action Sunday at the WMC. The Elmira Sugar Kings won 5-3. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

I f  f oot  & lo w e r  l imb pain  ar e  a� ect ing  your  qual i t y
of  l i f e , our  e xpe r ienced  pedor this t s  w ant  to  help !

SOS Physiothe rapy  (Elmira)
3 Wyatt  St . E. , Suite  2
Elmira, ON N3B 2H4

Tel  (519)  669-1212

Woolwich  Physiothe rapy
8-25 Indust r ia l  Dr ive
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Tel  (519)  669-2578

www.k imbe r l y r au . c om

Patrick Purves, who became a 
Pedorthist after experiencing the 

difference good orthotics can make in 
an active life, helps patients at our 

Woolwich Physiotherapy clinic location.   

An avid athlete with a passion for 
Pedorthics, Kalsey Smith serves 

patients at our SOS Physiotherapy 
clinic location. 

Elmira goalie Liam 
Devine stopped 52 of 
53 shots sent his way to 
Bomber net-minder Eric 
Pitcher’s 14 saves of 19 
shots.

Canal attributes part of 
the team’s consistency that 
game to a lot of five-on-five 
play.

“There was a flow to it. ... 
Our guys were able to get 
into the game, they were 
able to skate, they were 
able to just continually play 
hockey. They didn’t have 
to over think anything. It 
was just going out and do-
ing what you need to do to 
be successful on the ice,” 
Canal said.

On home ice on Sunday, 
the Kings weren’t playing 
the best they could, but 
they still managed to come 

away with the win over last 
place Cambridge.

The boys in green and 
gold came out of the gate 
hot, scoring 41 seconds into 
the game with a successful 
shot from Walsh, assisted 
by Fitzpatrick.

That’s the last we’d see of 
Fitzpatrick as he was eject-
ed from the game, along 
with Cambridge’s Harlen 
VanWynsberghe less than 
90 seconds in for fighting. 
Fitzpatrick was traded to 
Elmira from Cambridge 
last week at the same time 
that VanWynsberghe was 
traded to Cambridge from 
Elmira.

But penalties would not 
go in their favour as Cam-
bridge put back two power 
play goals from Robert 
Proner and Kyle Heitzner 

to hold a 2-1 advantage go-
ing into the second frame, 
while Elmira’s Dawson 
Shackelton and Kyle Soper 
were out on cross checking 
and roughing calls. 

Assists for the Winter 
Hawks came from former 
Sugar King Mitch Mont-
gomery, Sean Ross, Jake 
Beard, and Proner.

A power play marker 
from Peterson (Jeff Jordan, 
Jake Moggy) at 11:37 in the 
second tied the game up 
again, but Cambridge an-
swered back with their own 
power play goal from Sean 
Ross (Beard, Proner).

And continuing on with 
the power play scoring 
trend, Elmira put away 
three more power play 

KINGS | 11
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tronic flasher – was more 
or less obvious. One day, 
presumably soon, I’d get an 
emergency call telling me 
the ice fishing was hot on 
a nearby lake. And when 
that happened, I’d be ready 
to respond at a moment’s 
notice.

The long bow, arrows and 
shooting glove were a little 
more difficult to explain, 
however, especially since 
the bow season had ended 
more than a month ago.

“What about those?” she 
asked. “Are you planning to 
rob from the rich and give 
to the poor?” 

“No,” I explained meekly. 
“I mean that’s a great idea, 
but it’s too cold for green 
tights. Actually, I just like 
to go outside and shoot at 
my target every now and 

then.”
She then observed that 

my target was buried in the 
snow.

“That certainly makes 
it more challenging,” I re-
plied.

“OK then, do we really 
need all the fly tying stuff 
on the dining room table?”

I just looked at her and 
shook my head. I mean, 
what the heck else are you 
supposed to use a dining 
room table for? 

I decided it was best not 
to verbalize that thought.

No matter. She quickly 
then reminded me that I 
had converted the entire 
basement into a fly fish-
ing shop, complete with a 
workbench expressly de-
signed for tying flies on. 

“Don’t you think that 
would be the ideal place for 

you to tie flies?” she said.
That was certainly true 

but she hadn’t taken into 
account that my fly tying 
bench was buried under-
neath my deer hunting 
gear.

“Well, why don’t you put 
away your deer hunting 
gear on the shelf in the fur-
nace room we designated 
just for that purpose?”

“I would, but my mal-
lard decoys are there,” I 
answered.

“I thought they were sup-
posed to be in the shed,” 
she countered.

“They don’t fit there now 
that I’ve got my ice fishing 
sled and augers inside of 
it,” I said.

“How does that stuff 
even fit in there with the 
lawn mower?” she asked.

“It doesn’t,” I replied. 

“So the lawn mower is 
outside still?”

I then went on to explain 
that I needed it to be acces-
sible in case global warm-
ing was worse than we 
imagined, but she didn’t 
buy that either.

The upshot of all this is 
that today I’ll be moving 
the sled and augers to the 
back of my SUV, the lawn 
mower and decoys to the 
shed, the deer hunting gear 
to designated shelf in the 
furnace room, the fly tying 
stuff to the bench in the 
basement and the ice fish-
ing stuff ... well, I’m still 
holding out for an emer-
gency call telling me that a 
hot bite is on. 

In the meantime, can any-
body tell me what the heck 
else are you supposed to use 
a dining room table for?

GALEA: A place for everything, and everything in a place
FROM | 9

NEW 1.4 TSI ENGINE

Highline model shown

Highline model shown

STANDARD 

2016 GOLF

$1,250
GET UP TO 

BONUS
CASH*

AVAILABLE 4MOTION®

2016 TIGUAN

$2,000
GET UP TO 

BONUS
CASH*

2016 JETTA

$1,500
GET UP TO 

BONUS
CASH*

Highline model shown

$2,000^

BONUS CASH*

ON SELECT 2016 MODELS
ON OTHER SELECT 

2016 MODELS

GET UP TO

0%**
LEASE FROM

^Tiguan Highline amount shownENDS FEBRUARY 1

1 0  D A Y

S A L E
ON NOW

*Up to $1,250/$1,500/$2,000 lease bonus cash available to be applied as a discount on MSRP available on lease only (through Volkswagen 
Finance, on approved credit) of select new and unregistered 2016 Golf 1.8T Highline / Jetta 1.8T Highline, 1.4T Comfortline, GLI or Hybrid / Tiguan 
Highline 4MOTION® models. Discount varies by model. **Limited time lease offer available through Volkswagen Finance, on approved credit, on select 
new and unregistered 2016 models. Example based on 2016 Jetta 1.4T Trendline (#163VF1) base model with 5-speed manual transmission. $1,605 
freight and PDI included in monthly payment. 36-month term at 0% APR with monthly payments of $217. $1,000 lease bonus cash has been applied in 
monthly payments shown. $589 down payment (including $10 OMVIC fee, $22 EHF (tires), $58 PPSA fee and up to $499 dealer administrative fee), $270 
security deposit and first monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation: $8,401. 48,000-kilometre allowance; charge of $0.15/km for 
excess kilometres. License, insurance, registration, options and applicable taxes are extra. Dealer may sell or lease for less. Dealer order/trade may be 
necessary. Offers end February 1, 2016 and are subject to change or cancellation without notice. Models shown: 2016 Golf 1.8T Highline, $31,731 / 2016 
Jetta 1.8T Highline, $30,231 / 2016 Tiguan 2.0T Highline R-Line, $42,384. Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only and may include optional 
equipment. Visit vwoffers.ca or your Volkswagen dealer for details. “Volkswagen”, the Volkswagen logo, “Golf”, “Jetta”, “Tiguan”, “TSI”, “Highline” and 
“4MOTION” are registered trademarks of Volkswagen AG. © 2016 Volkswagen Canada.   

EDSS FALLS TO CHCI

The senior girls’ volleyball team at EDSS played a tight three sets against third-place 
Cameron Heights Collegiate Institute on Tuesday, eventually falling 3-0. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Tyke: SELECT
Jan. 9 vs Garden City
Home: 4  Visitor: 6
Goals:  Alex Veitch, Caleb 
Paquet, Avery Collingwood, 
Luke Wood
Assists: Mitchell Krasovec (3), 
Luke Wood (2), Mac Zettel, 
Carson Waechter

Tyke: SELECT
Jan. 16 vs Oakville
Home: 6  Visitor: 0
Goals: Mitchell Krasovec (2), 
Luke Wood, Spencer Hume, 
Cameron Dawson
Assists: Gabe Reitzel, 
Mitchell Krasovec, Cameron 
Dawson, Caleb Paquet, Avery 
Collingwood
Shutout: Carson Waechter

Novice: MAJOR
Jan. 2 vs Hespeler
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Sam Ratcliffe, Josh Frey, 
Owen Weppler
Assists: Mitchell Roemer, Owen 
Weppler, Josh Frey

Novice: MAJOR
Jan. 15 vs Brampton
Home: 0  Visitor: 1

Atom: MINOR AE
Jan. 11 vs Ancaster
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Josh Urhig, Cale 
Waechter, Seth Shantz, Tyson 
Roth, Tyson Bauman
Assists: Owen Weber, Preston 
Hackert (2), Owen Tettman, 
Kane Kruschat

Atom: MINOR AE
Jan. 16 vs Brampton

Home: 6  Visitor: 2
Goals: Cale Waechter, Kane 
Kruschat, Tyson Roth (3), Daniel 
Kohut
Assists: Owen Weber (2), Josh 
Urhig, Keegan Martin, Tyson 
Roth, Tyson Bauman (2), Jake 
Patterson

Peewee: MINOR AE
Jan. 15 vs Brampton
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Shelby Rempel, Mitchell 
Hartman
Assists: Joshua Moore, Griffin 
Boerner (2), Aiden von Kannen

Peewee: MINOR AE
Jan. 17 vs Guelph
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Griffin Boerner (2), 
Mitchell Hartmen
Assists: Joshua Moore

Peewee: LL#3
Jan. 13 vs Twin Centre #1
Home: 0  Visitor: 0

Peewee: LL#3
Jan. 15 vs Ayr
Home: 5  Visitor: 3
Goals: Owen Hackert, Tanis 
Urhig, Matthew Yorke (3)
Assists: Andrew Beuhler, 
Jonathon Horst, Josh Sager, 
Malcolm Sager, Gavin Wright, 
Matthew Yorke

Peewee: LL#2
Jan. 13 vs Twin Centre
Home: 6  Visitor: 2
Goals: James McCormick, 
Ryan Curtis (2), Jackson 
Dumart, Turner Duldhardt, Cole 
Brubacher
Assists: Turner Duldhardt (2), 
Liam Moyer (2), Cole Brubacher, 
Max Nitsche, Daniel Kelly, Logan 
Beard, Weston Bradley

Bantam: LL#2
Jan. 15 vs Twin Centre
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Blake Richardson

Bantam: LL#2
Jan. 16 vs Plattsville
Home: 3  Visitor: 5
Goals: Dante Del Cul, Tyson 
Mifflin, Zachery Downs
Assists: Andrew Kieswetter, Seth 
Horst, Brendan Gilles, Brannon 
Slade

Bantam: MINOR A
Jan. 15 vs Guelph Junior 
Gryphons

Home: 7  Visitor: 4
Goals: Jarrett Anderson (3), 
Brett Allen (2), Ben Witmetr, 
Keaton McLaughlin
Assists: Brett Allen (2), Jake 
Clemmer (2), Matt Fleischmann, 
trevor Ferretti, Hunter Weigel, 
Cameron Martin, Payton 
McIsaac

Midget: LL#1
Jan. 16 vs Ayr
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Alex Metzger, Nathan 
Horst (2), Keean Dowdall
Assists: Ryan Diemert, Connor 
Goss (4)

Midget: LL#2
Jan. 16 vs St. George
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Luke Decorte (2), Luke 
Charter, Blake Doerbecker
Assists: Blake Doerbecker (2), 
Luke Decorte, Luke Charter (2)

Midget: LL#2
Jan. 17 vs Beverly
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Luke Charter (2), Hayden 
Fretz
Assists: Jordan Luis, Matt 
Greene, Joe Hanley

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: LL
Jan. 17 vs Stratford
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Olivia Weiss (2), Ally Crane
Assists: Emily Metzger, Sophia 
Metzger

Peewee: B
Jan. 17 vs Waterloo
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Ella Campbell (2), 
Delaney Keen
Assists: Ella Campbell, Sydney 
Dettweiler (2), Carly Bauman, 
Julia Doerbecker

Bantam: LL
Jan. 17 vs Kitchener
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Maddy Cruickshank, 
Morgan Hanley
Assists: Jade Lipczynski

WATERLOO 
WOLVES

Atom: MAJOR AA
Jan. 15 vs St. Thomas
Home:  1  Visitor: 4
Goals: Jackson Heron

Atom: MAJOR AA
Jan. 16 vs Burlington
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Caleb Hunter, Nolan 
Romhild, Ty O’Hearn, Nolan 
Reesor, Jackson Heron
Assists: Damon Radley, Galin 
Moir, Ty O’Hearn, Carson 
Bernhardt, Brandon Kong, 
Jackson Heron, Dimitri 
Eleftheriadis

TOURNAMENTS

Novice: LL#3
Woolwich Cup
Elmira, Ontario Jan. 16 - 17
Game 1 vs Guelph
Home: 6  Visitor: 4
Goals: Carson Staken (4), Luke 
Forbes, Adam Lavigne
Game 2 vs New Hamburg
Home: 5  Visitor: 4
Goals: Adam Lavigne (4), Carson 
Staken
Assists: Reedy Snyder (2), 
Anand Ghali, Tommy Madison
Game 3 vs Beverly
Home: 1  Visitor: 6
Goals: Adam Lavigne
Game 4 vs Centre Wellington
Home: 9  Visitor: 3
Goals: Carson Staken (3), Adam 
Lavigne (3), Taylor Weber, Owen 

McAdam, Reed Snyder
Assists: Haiden Wagner (2), 
Declan Martin (2), Reed Snyder, 
Gavin Sager, Brodi Gibson, 
Adam Lavigne

Peewee: LL#3
Richmond Hill Early Bird
Richmond Hill, Ontario
Jan. 8 - 10
Game 1 vs Oak Ridges #2
Home: 1  Visitor: 3
Goals: Owen Hackert
Assists: Coleton Benham
Game 2 vs Oak Ridges #3
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Matthew Yorke
Game 3 vs Kincardine
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Coleton Benham, Owen 
Hackert, Tanis Uhrig, Matthew 
Yorke
Assists: Coleton Benham, Oscar 
Fitch

Peewee: LL#2
Richmond Hill Early Bird
Richmond Hill, Ont. Jan. 8-10
Game 1 vs Oakridge #2
Home: 1  Visitor: 8
Goals: Weston Bradley
Assists: Turner Duldhardt
Game 2 vs Paris
Home: 4  Visitor: 4
Goals: Liam Moyer, Ryan 
Curtis, Cole Brubacher, Turner 
Duldhardt
Assists: Ethan Murr, Turner 
Duldhardt, Daniel Kelly, Weston 
Bradley
Game 3 vs Oakridge #1
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Cole Brubacher, Turner 
Duldhardt
Assists: Matt Kraemer
Game 4 vs Dorchester
Home: 0  Visitor: 2

THE SCORE

goals in the third to finish 
the game on the winning 
side of a 5-3 decision. Third 
period scorers were Mac-
Sorley, Bruce, and Skin-
ner. Helpers were Skinner, 
Rob Kohli, Peterson, and 
Moggy. Skinner’s was on 
an empty net, unassisted, 
when Cambridge pulled 
their goalie late in the 
game.

“I think we made a lot of 
mistakes that game. Our 
guys were able to find a 
way to win which is great 
to see, especially in those 
types of games when we 
were down for most of it 
too. Our guys were able to 
hold the composure pretty 
well, keep believing in 
themselves and just mak-
ing sure we were putting 
ourselves in a situation to 
win at the end,” Canal said.

The Kings aren’t known 
for racking up a ton of time 
in penalties, but they fin-
ished the game on Sunday 
with 53 minutes spent in 
the box to Cambridge’s 
meager 17. Soper accounted 
for six of the 15 infractions 
for roughing, hooking, 

abuse of officials, head 
contact (2), and game mis-
conduct.

Their previous highest 
penalty minutes per game 
this season was 38 minutes 
versus Kitchener on Nov. 
24.

This also marked Jona-
than Reinhart’s first return 
to the net since the Kings 
acquired him last week. 

“To have a guy that 
brought you the Cherrey 
Cup the year before I think 
it’s definitely a comfort 
level. I think it’s good for 
Liam [Devine] as well. 
Reinhart’s obviously been 
there before, he’s got a 
couple more years of expe-
rience and there’s a lot of 
learning that can happen 
between the two of them 
and they can help push 
each other and make each 
other better and that’s go-
ing to benefit the team,” 
Canal said.

Klayton Hoelscher who’s 
been out since last year 
recovering from a broken 
ankle is expected to be 
back for the Sugar Kings 
in the coming weeks, if he 
keeps improving how his 
doctor had hoped. Canal 

says every time he gets on 
the ice at practice it’s an 
improvement, and Hoel-
scher is anxious to play 
again.

Meanwhile, his younger 

ATOMS VICTORIOUS AT NEWMARKET TOURNEY

The Woolwich Minor Atom A team won the Newmarket Silver Stick International Tournament last weekend.  Front row: Tyler Fisher, Justin 
Strohoff. Second row: Ian Leech, Brady Martin, Pacey Camm, Andrew Chumley, Evan Passmore. Third row: Isaac Lopers, Mitchell Walker, Stuart 
Sinclair, Michael Gear, Eric Kane, Elijah Wiess, Liam Wood, Nathan Martin. Back row: Mark Leech, Pete Wiess, Jason Camm, Martin Kane.

KINGS: Team hopes to maintain momentum with games Sunday at home and Tuesday in Kitchener 
FROM | 9

brother Mitch has helped 
filling in with the Kings for 
two games.

“He’s a smart hockey 
player. He’s got a lot of 
speed. He makes some very 

smart decisions with the 
puck. He’s not afraid to 
get in the corner, he’s not 
afraid to cycle the puck and 
go to the front of the net. 
He’s definitely a very good 

hockey player and he’ll 
have a bright future,” Canal 
said.

The Kings will face the 
Brantford 99ers at the 
WMC on Sunday at 7 p.m.

Sugar Kings Alex Peterson, Quinten Bruce, Kalob Witzell, and Jonathan Reinhart celebrate a successful home game against the Winter Hawks, their second win of the weekend.
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CALL 1 888 2 DONATE for more information or to book an appointment.  Visit www.blood.ca

Give Blood …
 to save lives.

Wallenstein • 519-669-1440

•  Quality Drainage  
 Systems
•  Backhoe Service

A family tradition since 1921

ELMIRA BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
FEN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED
Finest in feeds and service since 1962FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED

Finest in feeds and service since 1962

Bus 519.669.5478 • Toll Free 1.800.265.6126
www.ffmltd.com

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

This Elmira Blood Donor Clinic announcement is 
brought to you by these community-minded businesses

The Next Elmira Clinic: Friday, January 29th 2016 
from 2:00pm - 8:00pm at Lion's Hall, Elmira

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

Sophia: Blood Transfusion
Sunday 6:30am

www.erbelectric.ca • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

25+ Years of Service in the Area

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

ELMIRA COUPLE LIVENS THINGS UP WITH WINTERFEST IN THEIR BACKYARD

Friends and family gathered at Christine and Chris Allison’s annual Winterfest on Saturday in Elmira, playing a competitive tournament of tin can curling and enjoying a few brews around the fire, to warm up in the chilly weather. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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SNOWMOBILERS IN EL-
MIRA ARE one step closer 
to hitting the trails after 
Mother Nature dumped the 
largest snowstorm of the 
winter thus far on Waterloo 
Region on Monday.

But they’re still probably 
going to need one more 
good snowfall before the 
trails will be ready, said 
Elmira snowmobiler Jeff 
Gruneberg.

Currently all Woolwich 
trails are closed.

“I spoke with one of the 
groomer operators this 
morning and he said he’s 
out there now but it’s still 
very thin in the fields, 
is what the problem is. 
It looks like there’s lots 
of snow, but it’s packed 
down really hard, or thin,” 
Gruneburg said.

The season will start 
around the same time it 
did last year, in late Janu-
ary to early February. It 
just seems like a later start 
because there’s been less 
snow up until now com-
pared to last winter. He 

Plenty of white stuff, but snowmobile 
season still on hold as more is needed
Thin coverage out on parts of the trail network mean more snow and grooming needed before things open up

WHITNEY NEILSON says sledders should expect 
to get their typical six week 
season in. We just need a 
little more of that white 
stuff now.

“Ideally we’d have more 
base on the trails in or-
der to make sure that the 
bumps and imperfections 
and stones are covered up, 
so that it’s safe. As well, 
that cover of snow provides 
insulation to the farmers’ 
crops so they don’t get 
damaged,” he explained.

The closest open trails 
as of Wednesday were in 
Palmerston and up toward 
Durham. He says since 
those aren’t terribly far 
from Elmira hopefully we 
aren’t far behind in getting 
our trails open too. And 
February, which believe it 
or not is just 10 days away, 
tends to be the best month 
for snowmobiling.

“If we had a few inches 
of some heavier snow that 
would be nice right now, 
to weigh things down, that 
doesn’t blow and drift so 
bad. Otherwise, it’s keep 
the snow machine going,” 
he laughs.

For the most up to date 
information on which trails 
are open, visit the Ontario 
Federation of Snowmobil-
ing Clubs’ website. Grune-
berg encourages sledders 
to click on the interactive 
trail guide to see which 
trails are open, closed, or 
open but limited.

“When they’re yellow 
that means they are open, 
but it’s limited and you 
should use extra caution 
because due to that limited 
cover you still could find 
some ground imperfec-
tions, rocks, or water holes 
may not be entirely frozen 
over.”

In conjunction with pro-
vincial snowmobile safety 
week (Jan. 16-24), the On-
tario Provincial Police and 
the OFSC are encouraging 
snowmobilers to follow all 
safety guidelines, such as 
staying on OFSC prescribed 
trails, respecting all traf-
fic signs, never driving 
impaired, and only driving 
during daylight.

So far Gruneberg hasn’t 
heard any complaints of lo-
cal riders hitting the trails 

before they’re open.
“I hope that people are 

getting the message that if 
it’s not open they’re stay-
ing home. But certainly 
we don’t encourage people 
to trespass because that’s 
what it is when the trails 
are closed, and doing so 
is a good way to lose land-
owner permissions, and 
without that it causes a lot 
of work to reroute an entire 
section of trail,” Gruneberg 
said.

He reminds people to be 
patient and that groomer 
operators are out prepar-
ing them the best they can, 
given the weather condi-
tions.

“People are certainly 
itching, as any snowmo-
biler would be.”

After speaking with a 
groomer operator on Tues-
day afternoon, Gruneberg 
said they were hoping to 
have trails in Woolwich 
open for the weekend, but 
they wouldn’t know until 
later in the week. To find 
out what’s open check the 
OFSC website at www.ofsc.
on.ca. 

More snow cover is needed to fully open trails, says Elmira snowmobiler Jeff Gruneberg. 
[FILE PHOTO]

LADY LANCERS CONTINUE TO DOMINATE

The EDSS girls’ hockey team dominated SJAM on home ice on Tuesday, winning 10-1, and holding their first-place spot in the league. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

LANCERS DROP MATCH TO JACOB HESPELER

The EDSS senior boys’ basketball team fought hard Jan. 14, but ended up losing to Jacob Hespeler Secondary School 41-30. The team has had 
a tough season with just one win out of ten games so far this season. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

LANCERS DROP MATCH TO JACOB HESPELER



14 | SPORTS THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2016

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com

APPLE
iPAD 4’s

from
$24900

Lenovo M90z 
23” All-In-One

Fast Intel i5 3.2GHz
4GB Ram, 500GB HDD

Windows 7 Pro

$49999

Lenovo L512
15.6” Laptop

$29999

Fast INTEL i5
4GB Ram, 320GB HDD

Windows 7 Pro

Windows 7/10
DESKTOPS

from
$14999

Computer/Laptop Service: We Fix All Brands

Lenovo R500
15.6” Laptop

$19999

INTEL Core -2- Duo
3GB Ram, 160GB HDD

Windows 7 Pro

APPLE
iPAD 2’s

from
$14900

A BUSY WEEKEND AT 
home with three games in 
as many days earned the 
Wellesley Applejacks three 
out of a possible six points.

They pulled out a re-
sounding victory over Del-
hi on Friday, trouncing the 
Travellers 9-0. The Jacks 
followed up the follow-
ing night with a close 4-3 
loss to the top team in the 
league, the Ayr Centenni-
als. And it took 60 minutes 

Jacks showing good form as season winds down
Weekend record of 1-1-1 sees team follow a blowout win with strong play against some tough competition

WHITNEY NEILSON of regular play, plus two 
periods of overtime for the 
New Hamburg Firebirds 
to beat the Jacks 5-4 on 
Sunday.

Against Delhi, the Jacks 
came out strong, scoring 
three times in the first pe-
riod. Nick Breault, Spencer 
Brick, and Shaun Pickering 
provided the goals, assisted 
by Nick Mercier, Justin 
Lebold (2), Mark Lebold, 
Brady Gerber, and Alex 
Uttley.

“We had a good start. We 

got ahead of them early, 
which we wanted to do,” 
said head coach Brad Ger-
ber. “And then after that we 
concentrated on the little 
things, taking care of our 
end. Overall we thought it 
was a good solid win, did 
the little things right and 
played patient in our end 
so things worked out for 
us.”

Wellesley’s goalie Ryan 
Porter let nothing past him, 
as Alex Uttley put back two 
goals in the second frame, 
helped by Nick Palmer, 
Scott Martin, and Breault. 
Porter stopped all 27 shots 
that came his way that 
game.

And the beating contin-
ued in the third period, 
with Wellesley’s Brick, Joe 
Heath (2), and Cal Jeffer-
ies scoring to make it a 9-0 
win. Assists came from 
Jefferies, Martin, Matthew 
Lantz, Uttley, Jake Wilkin-
son, and Heath in the third.

Despite 10 power play 
opportunities, the Travel-
lers were unable to score 
even once, as the Jacks 
racked up 40 minutes of 
penalties.

Playing host to Ayr on 
Saturday, the Jacks came 
the closest they’ve ever 
been to beating the first-
place team, losing with just 
a one-goal difference.

Wellesley scored in 
under two minutes on a 
power play, as Centennial 
and former Elmira Sugar 
King Cash Seraphim sat in 
the box for slashing. Palm-
er was the goal scorer for 
the Applejacks, assisted by 
Mercier and Justin Lebold.

Seraphim scored his own 
power play marker a min-
ute later, assisted by Zach-
ary Masterson and fellow 
former Sugar King Mitch 
Klie, while Lantz was out 
for a high sticking call.

Breault (Jefferies, Palm-
er) scored to give the Jacks 
the lead again, but it was 
short lived as Seraphim 
earned his second power 
play goal of the night, as-
sisted by Masterson and 
Klie again.

Wellesley inched ahead 
to go into the second pe-
riod 3-2 with Breault’s 
second goal of the night, 
helped by Palmer and Jack-
son Keller.

But the Jacks wouldn’t 
put the puck in the back of 
the net for the rest of the 
game. Ayr’s Quinn Dia-
mond (Jake Whibbs, John 
Nay), and Cole Cummings 
(Mackenzie Kemp, Connor 
MacLean), gave the Cen-
tennials the two goals they 
needed to win the game.

“I thought Saturday was 
a very well played game as 

well. Obviously Ayr’s a first 
place team and if you can 
stay with them that long 
or compete with them that 
long you’re doing pretty 
good. We competed hard 
and unfortunately we 
couldn’t get the two points. 
I think it showed we can 
compete with anybody in 
this league, so that’s always 
a good feeling,” Gerber said.

While the Jacks would 
have loved to add two 
points to their record for 
the win, it’s a significant 
improvement from previ-
ous matchups with Ayr. 
Earlier in the season the 
Jacks have lost 5-1, 6-2, 6-2, 
and 7-3 to the Centennials.

“There are losses that 
are good losses and I’d call 
that a good loss on Satur-
day night, just the way we 
played and competed, and 
just the intensity level the 
boys played with. They 
stuck up for each other and 
I think it pulled the team 
even tighter together,” Ger-
ber said.

For their final home 
game of the weekend the 
Jacks pushed the game 
into double overtime, but 
weren’t able to get that last 
goal to secure the win. The 
Firebirds scored late in the 
first on a power play goal 
from Andrew Boer (Jerry 
Ennett, Tyler Kleine), 
while Uttley was in the box 
for boarding.

Jefferies put the Jacks 
on the board 10 minutes 
into the second frame on 
a power play, helped by 
Wilkinson and Mercier.

Uttley gave Wellesley its 
first lead of the game with 
a shorthanded, unassisted 
goal five minutes later.

New Hamburg tied it 
again with a goal from 
Quinten Haddock (Bran-
don Quan) to go into the 
third 2-2.

“Sunday I thought we 
had a really slow start. 
Obviously playing three 
games in three days and 
having the third one a 2 
o’clock start, I thought we 
just didn’t have our legs the 
first period and it showed. I 
thought we got a little bet-
ter in the second and the 
third, but I thought we had 
a much stronger game Sat-
urday night,” Gerber said.

A goal from Firebird Da-
vid Jennings (Carter Trac-
ey, Quan) and one apiece 
from Wellesley’s Uttley 
(Gerber, Lantz) and Brick 
(Braidon Kerbs, Mercier) 
gave Jacks fans hope they 
were going to pull a win out 
of the game.

But as New Hamburg 
pulled their goalie to add 
an extra man, Ennett 
scored to tie the game up 
with just six seconds left on 
the clock.

The first five-minute 
period of overtime didn’t 

end the game, but in just 
under a minute into double 
overtime, Ennett slipped 
the puck past Porter to fin-
ish it 5-4.

“I give the boys credit for 
battling and having the lead 
that late in the game, giv-
ing us a chance to win. Any 
time a team scores with six 
seconds to go it’s a downer 
for everybody and then 
to have to get going again 
for overtime, I don’t think 
we ever got our legs going 
again after they scored that 
goal,” Gerber said.

The Jacks have a 16-17-2 
record now and are just 
three points behind fourth 
place Tavistock.

With another three 
games this coming week-
end Gerber says the play-
ers need to better prepare 
themselves, by getting 
enough sleep and eating 
right, so they have energy 
for that third game on Sun-
day. They’ve been working 
on their four-on-four and 
three-on-three play this 
week in preparation for 
more overtime games.

“I know the guys know 
what they’re supposed to 
do, but you can’t miss a 
check. You’ve got to hang 
onto your guy when you 
don’t have the puck and 
you’ve just got to be aware. 
I think coming down the 
stretch here all the teams 
want the points as bad as 
we do, so there’s going to be 
tight games and I wouldn’t 
be surprised if there are 
more overtime games. So 
we just want to make sure 
we’re prepared if and when 
it happens again,” Gerber 
said.

The Jacks hit the road 
for three away games this 
weekend. They’ll face 
Woodstock on Friday at 
7:45 p.m., Burford on Satur-
day at 7:30 p.m., and Paris 
on Sunday at 4:30 p.m. 
Their next home game is 
Jan. 30 at 7:30 p.m. ver-
sus Tavistock, their last 
regular-season game before 
playoffs.

Alex Uttley scores shorthanded and unassisted on New Hamburg goalie Ryan Purcell in the double overtime 5-4 loss for the Wellesley 
Applejacks. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Nick Palmer goes flying over New Hamburg’s goalie Ryan Purcell. The Jacks’ next home 
game is on Jan. 30 versus Tavistock. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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VENTURE

FIELD
NOTES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTSTECHNOLOGY / GOING ONLINE

The Internet is increasingly 
part of essential infrastructure

THE MORE ONTARIO 
GROWS – and in fact, the 
entire northeast part of 
the continent – the more 
it needs farmers to keep 
the population fed. Those 
farmers need land, and 
some elbow room to pro-
duce food.

But population growth 
comes with other challeng-
es to the land, such as com-
petition. The more people 
we have, the more land we 
need for the likes of hous-
ing, roads and recreation. 

Where do these two 
worlds meet?

In 2016, that will be an 
increasingly important 
question for the province’s 
agriculture sector and its 
leaders to ponder – be-
cause those worlds are 
meeting right now, in the 
grain industry.

It’s a sector that’s roaring 
into the New Year. 

For example, as the cal-
endar turned, the Guelph-
based Grain Farmers of 
Ontario (GFO) organization 
announced it and a part-
ner, SGS Canada, would be 
building a new analytical 
lab in Guelph. 

The facility, due to open 
this spring, fills a major 
void. No lab exists specifi-

Competition
for Ontario 
farmland is 
a really 
huge issue

ROBERTS | 16

Townships are part of an effort to include wider swath of Ontario with improved service

INTERNET | 16

WHITNEY NEILSON

AS ACCESS TO INTERNET 
and fair rates for consum-
ers become increasingly 
important for residents 
and businesses alike, lo-
cal and national groups 
are examining how best to 
provide these services to 
people in both urban and 
rural areas.

Municipalities across 
southern Ontario, includ-
ing the Region of Waterloo, 
have been invited to be-
come a part of the South 
West Integrated Fibre 
Technology (SWIFT) high-
speed fibre network, which 
has been proposed by the 
Western Ontario Wardens’ 
Caucus.

The WOWC is a non-

profit organization repre-
senting more than a dozen 
counties in western Ontar-
io looking to increase pros-
perity in rural and small 
urban communities. 

A lack of fibre optic in-
frastructure in rural com-
munities can restrict their 
ability to compete in the 
global marketplace. 

In that same vein, the 
Canadian Radio-television 
and Telecommunica-
tions Commission (CRTC) 
launched a survey last 
week aiming for answers 
from Canadians surround-
ing their current tele-
communication services 
available in their region. In 
just five days, it’s received 
15,000 responses.

The CRTC did a review 

of telecommunications 
services in April of 2015, 
where more than 25,000 
comments were received 
from across the country. 
This survey is the second 
phase of their review of 
Canadian telecommunica-
tion services.

Canadians can complete 
the survey by Feb. 29 at the 
CRTC website, or through 
mail or fax.

The CRTC’s policy was 
established in 1999 and 
reviewed in 2011. They will 
have a public hearing on 
telecommunications issues 
on April 11 in Gatineau, 
Québec.

The SWIFT proposal was 
brought to regional council 
last month and looks to 
replace the region’s current 

provider, the Waterloo Re-
gion Education and Public 
Network, which provides 
network connections be-
tween 73 regional sites.

Internet access has been 
on Woolwich township’s 
radar for some time now, 
explains Woolwich CAO 
David Brenneman.

“I would say within the 
last two years the region 
and area municipalities 
were invited to the table to 
talk about this SWIFT ini-
tiative,” Brenneman said.

He said the region has 
been looking into SWIFT 
for a couple years now, and 
for Woolwich it’s the first 
real opportunity to look at 
something that seemed to 
be comprehensive and also 
something that would suit 

the needs of residents and 
businesses.

The report says “SWIFT 
is intended to give con-
sumers more competitive 
choices and generate more 
funds for providers to 
upgrade and expand sys-
tems.”

It’s being proposed to 
bring affordable and acces-
sible fibre optic infrastruc-
ture to communities across 
southwestern Ontario to 
increase their competitive-
ness. If created, each home, 
farm, and business would 
be able to have a 1-gigabyte 
Internet service for less 
than $100 a month within 
the next five years.

“I think right now the op-

TAKING CARE 
OF BUSINESS NO OTHER ADVERTISING OPTION

AS EFFECTIVE OR INEXPENSIVE TO
REACH THE LOCAL MARKET. PERIOD.

Delivered to 18,500 homes in 
Woolwich, Wellesley & Waterloo 

EVERY WEEK.

GET THE WORD OUT
IN THE OBSERVER.
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cally for interpreting ana-
lytical data (such as protein 
content) for grain produced 
in Ontario. 

The news about the lab 
followed an earlier an-
nouncement that the P&H 
Milling Group will build a 
$40-million mill in Hamil-
ton Harbour in 2016. That 
means the company will be 
able to process 25 per cent 
more grain, and increase 
its annual intake of Ontario 
wheat by more than 10 per 
cent. 

The new Hamilton Har-
bour facility will be the 
company’s fourth mill 
in the province. That’s a 
strong statement about its 
belief in the future of the 
grain sector here. P&H says 
the location has ready ac-

cess to railway, truck and 
vessel transportation – a 
key element in meeting 
the population’s food de-
mands.

This year will also be 
the first full year oats and 
barley producers are repre-
sented by GFO. More than 
three-quarters of those 
producers voted to pay a 
license fee to the organi-
zation starting midway 
through 2015, with the 
understanding that the 
money will be invested in 
research and other pro-
grams to enhance their 
crops and promote greater 
profitability. 

They join corn, soy-
bean and wheat produc-
ers in being part of the 
Grain Farmers of Ontario, 
which in a very short time 
has grown to be the prov-

ince’s largest commodity 
organization, represent-
ing some 28,000 crop 
producers.

So there’s a lot going on 
in the grain sector. At the 
same time, there’s a lot of 
pressure on the six million 
acres of grain farmland in 
Ontario. 

Barry Senft, CEO of the 
Grain Farmers of Ontario, 
constantly sees farmland 
losing out to development. 
In the six years he’s been 
in Ontario, he’s watched 
rural roads become sub-
urban roads, farms turn 
into neighbourhoods, and 
farmers move north to find 
farmland. 

But farmers haven’t 
thrown in the towel. Senft 
has also seen, for example, 
how research has boosted 
grain producers’ produc-

tivity and yields. That’s 
vital for profitability, for 
meeting consumers’ needs 
and for answering the Pre-
mier’s challenge to agri-
culture to increase exports 
and jobs. In fact, GFO says 
grain farmers generate 
more than $2.5 billion in 
farm gate receipts, con-
tribute to over $9 billion in 
economic output and drive 
more than 40,000 jobs in 

the province.
So with those kinds of 

numbers, no wonder Senft 
wants to ramp up the dia-
logue about the more than 
one million acres of farm-
land that have disappeared 
in the province since the 
mid-1970s. “We need to talk 
more about urban sprawl 
and the agriculture indus-
try,” he says. 

That’s for sure. Agricul-

ture is an economic gem 
in this province. Groups 
like the Ontario Farmland 
Trust have a specific mis-
sion to help farmers protect 
and preserve it. If Ontario 
is going to keep being one 
of this country’s brightest 
lights, farming’s contribu-
tions need to be better 
understood so producers 
don’t lose the competition 
for land.

ROBERTS: Agriculture is an economic engine, making farmland protection a real priority
FROM | 15

Visit www.regionofwaterloo.ca/waste
Call 519-575-4400  TTY 519-575-4608

Space provided through a partnership between industry and 
Ontario municipalities to support waste reduction programs.

Let it snow
Dig a shelf 
at the curb!

Keep your waste containers
collectable!

Green bin, blue box and garbage containers must be visible and  
accessible at the end of your driveway. To make sure your containers 
get collected all winter long please:

l Don’t put your containers on top of snowbanks.
l Do shovel a spot for your containers at ground level (on the 
  road-side, not the sidewalk-side of the snowbank).
l Do dig out any buried containers.

Each collection crew picks up from over 1,000 homes every day.  
Easy access to containers at the curb helps them get through their 
busy day, even in bad weather.  

tions unfortunately seem 
to be quite limited [for 
Internet providers]. Even 
those ones seem to be ex-
pensive at times for exist-
ing residents and business-
es. There are some limited 
types of alternatives out 
there in the private market-
place, but sometimes they 
can be quite costly as well,” 
Brenneman said.

It would cost approxi-
mately $266 million to 
construct the infrastruc-
ture, which would include 
350 points of presence or 
“PoPs.” They’re defined as 
“an artificial demarcation 
point or interface point 
between communicating 
entities.”

The annual operating 
cost would be $9.5 mil-
lion and the Region of 
Waterloo’s share could 
be between $150,000 and 
$300,000 annually for 
five years. They anticipate 
one third of the contribu-
tions ($88.7 million from 
the $266 million) to come 
from federal, provincial, 
and municipal or private 

sources. Each participat-
ing municipality would be 
responsible for $17.7 mil-
lion and $71 million would 
come from the private sec-
tor over a five-year period.

“Initially all that I know 
at this point is there’s a 
huge sizable capital invest-
ment in terms of how wide 
this network is going to go 
in Ontario,” Brenneman 
said.

During the initial con-

struction phase they an-
ticipate 406 communities 
to be connected through 
SWIFT.

“SWIFT is just something 
that we started talking 
about. This is just some-
thing that’s still being 
worked out in terms of fi-
nal planning and even final 
implementation. Right 
now we’re in the discussion 
stages. Nothing is concrete 
at this time,” Brenneman 
said.

He says there are defi-
nitely benefits for those in 
rural areas, but there are 
also benefits for the urban 
folks, in terms of the reli-
ability and the affordabil-
ity. And there are definitely 
areas in the region where 
this type of infrastructure 
would be more than wel-
come - Woolwich included.

“In the past I’ve heard 
for example from people 
that live just outside Mary-
hill. There are others as 
well. I know when council-
lor Larry Shantz came on, 
one of his things was look-
ing at Bell. Bell had been 
doing some work in the 
area with fibre optic, the 
question was whether they 
were actually expanding 
it for residential purposes. 
People have concerns in 
a lot of the rural outlying 
areas that they don’t have 
access to the reliable ser-
vice,” Brenneman said.

So far the Region of Ni-
agara, the town of Caledon, 
and the city of Orillia have 
joined SWIFT. Regional 
staff will be reporting back 
to council with a recom-
mendation about par-
ticipating in the fibre optic 
network and what that 
could mean for the budget 
this year.

“If you can have a strong 
integrated network with 
one-gigabyte service con-
nected to this backbone as 
the report outlines, right 
now we think it’s worth 
this discussion. We’re not 
aware of any other type 
of comprehensive discus-
sion going on at this scale 
that really to date has 
made sense for us to be a 
party to these discussions,” 
Brenneman said.

INTERNET: Higher speeds and great access are 
key to making most of economic opportunities
FROM | 15
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

Home invaders pick the wrong spot
Young couple’s bad choices lead to laughs and plenty to think about in ETC production of Suburban Standoff 

LIZ BEVAN

THE ELMIRA THEATRE 
COMPANY is back next 
month with the world pre-
miere of a new production, 
Suburban Standoff.

The play, written by na-
tional award winning play-
wright Michael Grant of 
Elmira, takes a look at the 
funny side of a home inva-
sion. Premiering on Feb. 
5, a young couple wants to 
get their hands on some 
extra cash, but pick the 
wrong house to find it in.

“Ty and his girlfriend, 
Candy, they have never 
done a home invasion 
before, but they attempt 
it. Unfortunately, they at-
tempt it on the wrong cou-
ple. The couple seems to be 
much more knowledgeable 
about guns and violence 
than they are. It works out 
in the end, with a little bow 
on it, but it isn’t what they 
expect for sure,” said Grant 
of his original script.

The play itself, says 
Grant, comes off as a light 
comedy, but there is more 
to it than that.

“We were just doing 
some rehearsals last 
weekend, and it is a lot of 
character work,” he said. 
“It goes a lot deeper than it 
first seems on the surface. 
It definitely has layers. 
There will be some tender 
moments for sure. It is my 
motto to make ‘em laugh, 
make ‘em cry, then make 
‘em go home.”

Suburban Standoff is 
Grant’s fourth full-length 
play, with his previous 
offering, Shorthanded, 
taking home the Best New 
Comedy Award in 2012 

from the Playwright’s 
Guild of Canada. There 
wasn’t a specific event that 
inspired the new produc-
tion, just a bit of pushing 
from friends.

“A friend kept asking me 
if I had written anything 
lately, and I hadn’t for 
months. A friend’s daugh-
ter, who I would see twice 
a week, kept asking me if I 
had written anything, and 
I hadn’t. One day, I finally 
sat down at my computer 
and my wife asked me, 
‘what are you doing?’ and 
I told her I was writing a 
play,” he said. “I think at 

the time, when I began 
writing this in the fall of 
2013, there had been a cou-
ple of home invasions that 
I heard about on the news 
and things like that. Then 
I thought, how can I put an 
interesting twist on this?”

The result was a finished 
script for Suburban Stand-
off. 

Jaime Doucet, who plays 
Candy, is gracing the stage 
in her first time working 
with the ETC, but Grant 
says she fits right in with 
the cast of veteran actors.

“It’s a four-person cast, 
and they all stand out in 

their own way. Brandon 
Maxwell, Ty, has been with 
us on the stage numer-
ous time. As well as Chris 
Grose, Tom Bolton has 
made numerous appear-
ances in Elmira. It is an 
experienced crew for sure,” 
said Grant. “Newcomer 
Doucet has been a pleasure 
to work with. She comes 
with experience and train-
ing, so it isn’t like she came 
in straight off the street 
and had never acted a day 
in her life. It has been a 
treat.”

The play is already be-
ing passed around theatre 

companies across the 
province with another pro-
duction in the works in the 
Niagara Peninsula. Grant 
says he can’t wait to see 
how the audience reacts to 
his most recent work. 

“For me, I like to sit at 
the back and see the reac-
tion of the crowd,” he said. 
“Invariably, you see it hap-
pen where you think this is 
going to be a great punch 
line, real comedy, then all 
of a sudden it comes and 
goes and it is lucky to get a 
chuckle. Then something 
else, that I might have 
thought of as a throwaway 

The cast of the upcoming production of Suburban Standoff get into character in rehearsals. Written by Elmira playwright Michael Grant, the story tells of a break-in gone wrong, with 
hilarious consequences. The Elmira Theatre Company stages the premiere Feb. 5. [SUBMITTED]

laugh is now bringing the 
house down. I sit with the 
audience and see what 
works from that so the next 
time I sit down and write, 
I can say that didn’t work, 
or I thought something was 
going to work and it didn’t. 
It is always a learning pro-
cess.”

The ETC production of 
Suburban Standoff is com-
ing into the final stretch of 
rehearsals, and Grant says 
opening night is a unique 
opportunity for Elmira 
audiences to experience a 
brand new show with tal-
ented actors. 

“We started rehearsals 
in early November. For the 
first three or four nights, 
we just read the script, 
discussing and analyzing, 
then slowly putting it on 
stage. Now, we are on the 
stage, we have a set, the 
lights were up for the first 
time last week, and music 
decisions have been made. 
All the little bits are coming 
along,” he said. “It is the 
an opportunity to see the 
world premiere of a new 
play. My last play, Short-
handed, had a great crew. 
It pretty much sold out its 
entire run, so it is a chance 
for audiences to see some-
thing by the same writer, if 
they enjoyed that one.”

The play has its first 
showing on Feb. 5 and runs 
until Feb. 20 at the Elmira 
Theatre Company facil-
ity at 76 Howard Ave. For 
more information on the 
show, visit www.elmirathe-
atre.com. Tickets are avail-
able for purchase through 
the Centre in the Square 
website at www.centrein-
thesquare.com.

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

My Services:

Acquire Wise Counsel
Whether you’re facing a specific legal issue or 
have questions that only a lawyer can properly 
answer, I am here to help. I work hard to support 
you no matter the situation at hand.

(519) 669-1736   scottgraingerlaw.ca

Criminal Law
Real Estate
Wills & Estates
Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Acquire Wise CounselAcquire Wise CounselAcquire Wise Counsel

Serving Waterloo Region, Wellington and Perth County for Over 20 Years

SCOTT GRAINGER LAW

Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca
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HELP WANTED

FIND IT
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CONTINUED 
ON PG. 19
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HELP WANTED

RENTALSApply in person with resumé to
39 Arthur St. S., Elmira ON

Day & Evening DISHWASHER
Part-time LINE COOK

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

AZ DRIVER WANTED. Local 
flatbed/float company 
looking for 5 years truck-
ing experience including 2 
years float or sliding axle 
trailer experience. 40-60 hrs 
per week mainly days with 
some nights/weekends. Call 
Jeremy 519-580-0400.

ELMIRA FAMILY DENTAL 
seeks C.D.A. for permanent 
P/T 3 days a week. Send 
resume to: Dr Paul Shutsa 
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira, ON, 
N3B 2M6 or email drpaul.
shutsa@hotmail.com

FULL TIME JOB opportunities 
on modern farm in Elmira 
area. 40 hour week. Fax 
519-669-5429 or email lor-
rainfarms@sympatico.ca

LOCAL FLATBED/FLOAT 
COMPANY looking for 5 
years trucking experience 
including 2 years float or 
sliding axle trailer experi-
ence. 40-60 hrs per week 
mainly days with some 
nights/weekends. Call 
Jeremy 519-580-0400.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

FOR SALE

EVERYTHING MUST GO! 
Assorted household items 
- dishes, furnishings, lawn 
mower, outdoor furniture, 
gardening items etc. Also 
listed on Kijiji. Sat and 
Sunday Jan 23, 24 and Sat 
Jan. 30th 9a.m. - 3 p.m. 11 
Grosbeak Rd., Elmira.

SOFTNER SALT - 20kg bags, 
minimum 25 bags, skid 
lots of 56. Delivered in St. 
Jacobs, St. Clements, Elmira 
& Linwood areas. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

WANTED - ELDERBERRIES. 
Call Hillcrest Home Baking, 
519-669-1381.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF antiques, 
collectibles, military, 
household goods, tools and 
miscellaneous items, to be 
held at the K.W. Khaki Club, 
2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles 
south of Wellesley, for Mark 
and Denise Mayer, Gads Hill, 
and the Bill Mayer Estate, on 
Saturday, January 23rd @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451.

LIVE AUCTION SALE - Sunday, 
Jan. 24th at 2:00 p.m. Lions 
Hall, Queen St. BELWOOD, 
Ontario. Starting at 2:00 P.M. 
Coins & sports ITEMS Can. 
Silver dollars, 1/2 dollars, 
quarters, Bill, U.S.A. coins 
ETC - 100’s cards - Bobby Orr; 
Rookies; marbles, jewelry 
& pocket watches. Wash-
stands, parlor, drop leaf 
dining room table & chairs, 
old glass, old lamps, goblets, 
depression glass, china, old 
paper, games, Coke & Oil 
tins. German Mother’s bin 
- 1938 sign etc! Auctioneer - 
Brian Hill (since 1967).

AUCTION SALE OF 2015 
Toyota Venza AWD, 
antiques, household effects, 
and miscellaneous items, to 
be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, for 
Bertha & the Late Norwood 
Cress, Collingwood & addi-
tions, on Saturday, February 
6th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451.

AUCTION SALE OF 200 plus 
farm & other toys, farm 
literature & memorabilia, 
antiques, household goods 
& miscellaneous items, to 
be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, for 
Bert & Naomi Frey, Hawkes-
ville, Ron & Pauline Weber, 
Palmerston, and additions, 
on Saturday, February 13th 
@ 9:30 am. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

SAT. FEB 13 at 10:00 AM - 
Clearing auction sale of 
household effects; antiques; 
collectables; utility trailer; 
riding lawn mower; lawn 
and garden and shop tools 
and miscellaneous items 
to be held at 5 Ferland Dr. 
in Conestogo for Rick and 
Marg Martin. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

MON FEB 15 at 4:00 PM - 
Toy Auction sale of farm 
toys; precision; tractor 
trailers; literature; banks; 
and Nascar to be held at 
the St. Jacob’s Commu-
nity Centre in St. Jacob’s 
for area collectors. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM 
EQUIPMENT

DAIRY EQUIPMENT FOR sale. 
700 gal. milk cooler, almost 
new plate cooler, pipeline 
& milkers, TMR power feed 
cart, calf hutches, 4’ fans, 
mow system, feed bins, blue 
harvester silo. Call Randy at 
519-589-6800.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD YOUR 
source of quality slabwood 
and seasoned bodywood. 
All prices include delivery. 
No Sunday calls please. 519-
656-2057.

RENTALS

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT for 
rent in basement of farm 
house, close to Ariss. Oil 
heated. $800/mth. Call 519-
745-0188.

3 BEDROOM, BACKSPLIT 
semi for rent in Elmira. 
Available March 1st. $1200 
+ utilities. No smoking, no 
pets. 519-669-9059.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

RENTALS

ELMIRA - SPACIOUS main 
level apartment available 
February 1, 2016. 900 sq ft 
features 2 bedrooms and 
open concept style, newly 
renovated with laminated 
flooring and window cov-
erings. Appliances within 
unit Include fridge, stove, 
dishwasher, washer & dryer. 
Central A/C, forced air gas 
heat. 2 parking spaces 
available.Walking distance 
to downtown, schools & 
arena. $1000.00 plus utili-
ties monthly. No pets, no 
smoking. Serious inquiries 
please call 519-504-9077 to 
book an appt to view.

HELP WANTED

PRODUCTION OPERATOR
Required for a manufacture of recycled bakery 
products in Wallenstein, ON.  Duties include 
equipment operation, monitoring, and 
clean-up.  Preference to candidates with a 
farming/ industry background.  Flexibility with 
work schedule, and shift work required. 
Afternoon shift currently being offered. Industry 
conditions apply.  Machine operation and 
maintenance experience an asset. Competitive 
wages and benefit plan.

Please E-mail or Fax Resume to:
519-343-5842

Or
jason@langsdehy.com

No phone calls please.
Only Applicants to be interviewed will be contacted.

Teviotdale Plant - Langs
6590 Wellington Rd #123
Palmerston, Ontario

Wallenstein Plant - Baumans
7214 LIne #86
Wallenstein, Ontario

HURRY!

stjacobshomelofts.ca

This highly desirable rental 
building, 12 Albert St. E., 
St.Jacobs has only two one-bed-
room with den suites left! Enjoy 
the community fitness centre, 
lounges, theatre, billiards, 
shuffleboard and more without 
leaving the building. All apart-
ments have in-suite washer/ 
dryers as well as all stainless 
steel appliances, quartz counter-
tops and many custom finishes 
not found in most apartments. 
Prices start at $1300/mo. 

For information and 
a tour,call Marlen at:

519-404-5359 

KIWANIS TRANSIT is the Specialized 
Transit Service for Woolwich, Wellesley 

and Wilmot Townships.
We have a part-time evening position in 
Elmira that requires large vehicle driving 
experience. Must have a clean driving 
abstract. Position involves interior and 
exterior cleaning of buses with an average of 
10 + hours a week depending on season.
Please send resume ONLY to email or address 
noted below by Saturday, January 23, 2016. 

No phone calls please. Only applicants 
successful for an interview will be contacted. 

jobs@k-transit.com
Kiwanis Transit, 13 Industrial Dr. Unit #C 

Elmira ON    N3B 2L9

BUS WASH/
CLEANING PERSON
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Brubacher, Naomi
It is with love that the daughters of 
Naomi (Martin) Brubacher, of Elmira, 
share with family and friends that 
their mother passed away on Friday, 
January 15, 2016 at Innisfree House in 
Kitchener, at the age of 92. Loving wife 
of the late Leonard Brubacher (1994). 
Cherished mother of Marie and Dave 
Snyder, Elaine and Mark Hiller, Carol 
Fewster, Marj and John deBoer, Cheryl 
and Fred Zehr. Precious grandma to 
10 grandchildren and 13 great-grand-
children. Affectionately remembered 
by her dear friend Vernon Sauder and 
his family. Sadly missed by siblings 
Edna and Paul Hunsburger, Oscar 
Martin, Harold and Lorene Martin, 
Anna Shantz, and many nieces and 
nephews. Predeceased by her parents 
Ishmael and Fanny (Snyder) Martin, 
sister Mabel Brubacher, and brother 
Vernon Martin. Special thanks to the 
staff and volunteers at Innisfree House 
for their kind and compassionate 
care. Visitation was held at Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira 
on Monday, January 18, 2016 from 2-4 
p.m. and 7-9 p.m. A memorial service 
was held at the Elmira Mennonite 
Church, 58 Church St. W., on Tuesday, 
January 19, 2016 at 2 p.m. Private fam-
ily interment was prior to the service. 
As expressions of sympathy, donations 
can be made to Innisfree House or the 
CNIB. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Gaede, Audrey Eileen
After many battles with health issues 
Audrey Gaede passed away peacefully 
on Saturday, January 16, 2016, in her 
91st year, at Grand River Hospital, 
Kitchener, with her children by her 
side. Born Audrey Eileen Burnett to 
George and Winifred Burnett. Audrey 
was the beloved spouse of Robert 
Gaede and the dear mother of Jennifer 
Snider (Ken deceased), Deborah Gaede, 
and Rodney (Ev) Gaede. She was the 
adored grandma of Christopher Snider 
(Tatiana Alarcon), Jacqueline Snider, 
James (Emily) Gaede, Jordan Gaede, 
and Nick (Tara) Gaede. Great-grandma 
of Henry and Francis Gaede, and Nash 
and Jones Gaede. Special aunt to Sha-
ron and Jack Soeder and their children 
Alice and Russell; Judy and Lee Bell 
and their children Tom, Jeff, and Ben; 
and Elaine and Bert Meng and fam-
ily. Audrey loved animals and will be 
missed by her feline friends Fluffy, 
Jimmy, and Ash. She was a lifetime 
member of Chalmers Presbyterian 
Church, Winterbourne. She belonged 
to the Winterbourne Ladies Aid and 
over the years made many quilts and 
crafts. A memorial service will be held 
on Saturday, January 23, 2016 at 11 
a.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. Cremation has 
taken place. Spring interment will be 
in Winterbourne Cemetery. As expres-
sions of sympathy, donations may be 
made to Kitchener-Waterloo Humane 
Society or Regional Cancer Centre and 
would be appreciated by the family.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Wastewater Treatment 
Master Plan Update

Notice of Project Commencement

Background
The Regional Municipality of Waterloo (Region) is responsible for treating wastewater 
from homes and businesses throughout Waterloo Region, and operates 13 wastewater 
treatment plants and 6 Regionally-owned wastewater pumping stations. The Region’s 
Wastewater Treatment Master Plan recommends the long-term strategy for these 
facilities.  
The Master Plan was last updated in 2007, and encompassed planning to the year 2041. 
In light of recent growth trends, changes tothe regulatory environment, climate change, 
and river water quality changes, the Region is updating this Master Plan.  This update will 
assess the current status of its wastewater treatment facilities and recommend the 
preferred wastewater treatment strategy, to the year 2051.  This strategy will be consis-
tent with the Region’s Strategic Plan.  It will also be environmentally sustainable and 
economically viable. 

Class EA Master Plan Study Now Underway
The Region has initiated this study to identify and evaluate wastewater treatment 
projects, technologies and servicing strategies that will meet the long-term needs of 
residents and businesses. The Master Plan Update Study will follow Phases 1 and 2 of the 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) process (June 2000, amended in 
2007 and 2011). 

Public Involvement Welcome
Public involvement is an important part of the Class EA process. Residents and community 
organizations are invited to participate in developing the updated Wastewater Treatment 
Master Plan. Opportunities for public input will occur throughout the study process. A 
Master Plan Update mailing list will be maintained. If you wish to be placed on the mailing 
list to receive notices and information, or if you have questions regarding the study, please 
contact:

Mr. David Arsenault, M.Sc., P.Eng.
Sr. Project Engineer, Water Services
Region of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 7th Floor
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada, N2G 4J3
Phone: 519-575-4757 ext. 3682
Fax: 519-575-4452
E-mail: darsenault@regionofwaterloo.ca 

Erin Longworth, M.Eng., P.Eng., PMP
Manager, Wastewater Planning
CIMA+
5935 Airport Road, Suite 500
Mississauga, Ontario, L4V 1W5
Phone: 905-695-1005 ext. 6722
Fax: 905-695-0525
E-mail: erin.longworth@cima.ca

Bevis Knoll 
is turning 65

Join us for an Open House
January 24, 2-4pm

at ALC, 118 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira

Help us celebrate!

Happy Birthday!

May the God of hope fi ll you with all joy and peace 
as you trust in Him. Romans 15:13

To the BEST Wife, Mom and Grandma in the World,
Judy Martin of St. Jacobs

You have lived your life trusting Jesus, through good times and 
diffi  cult times. Thank you for the example you are for us.

We love you!

Buster Ertel

We can not lose the one we love,
for even when he is gone,
we feel his gentle presence,
in the hush of every dawn,
we see him in the sunlight
that makes the days so bright
in the flowers of spring time
and in the stars of the night,
the heart is like a treasure chest,
that’s filled with sourvenirs
it’s there to keep the memories
we gathered through the years,
we can not lose the one we love,
for he will always stay,
in all that’s bright and beautiful,
around us every day.

Feb. 21, 1932 - Feb. 11, 2015

Always Remembered, Forever Loved

Betty & Family

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED | AUCTIONS | PUBLIC NOTICES

BRUBACHER, LOVINA MARCH 19, 1922 | January 16, 2016 Peace-
fully passed away at Chartwell Elmira LTC Residence, at the 
age of 93, formerly of West Montrose.

HOFFER, TERRY LYNN | Peacefully passed away with her 
daughters by her side on Sunday, January 17, 2016 at 
Lisaard House, Cambridge, at the age of 56 years.

WIDEMAN, DANIEL B. | May 9, 1957 - January 17, 2016 Sud-
denly, on Sunday, January 17, 2016, in his 59th year, of RR 
#3, Wallenstein. REAL ESTATE

100 ACRE FARM for sale in 
Southgate, 1/2 mile north of 
Hwy 89 on Rd. 15. 91 acres 
workable all tiled. Call 519-
589-6800.

COMM/
INDUSTRIAL 
FOR RENT

ELMIRA DOWNTOWN APRIL 
1st. Commercial Office 
space, $725 includes heat. 
725 sq ft plus finished base-
ment room. Full kitchen and 
bathroom. Utilities average 
$95 per month. Call or text 
519-589-5431.

COMING 
EVENTS

THE SHAREHOLDERS OF the 
Elmira Farmer’s Shed will 
hold their annual meeting 
in the Farmer’s Plus board 
room on Fri. Jan. 29, at  
1:30 p.m.
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

Honesty, Integrity & Commitment
Elmira - Gorgeous, treed private estate-like 
setting with meandering creek. This great 
‘country in the city’ 1 acre property invites all 
of nature’s senses to play. This one-of-a-kind 
English Tudor style home is loaded with 
character & is truly a home for all seasons. 
Detached triple garage. Gourmet granite & 
maple centre island kitchen. Newly renovated 
basement includes rec room, music 
room/office & more. In-ground pool offers 
summer fun & maple syrup flows in the 
spring. MLS- 30506335

BREATHTAKING BIRDLAND!

$489,000$489,000$489,000$489,000

WELCOME HOME

Drayton - This beautiful 
bungalow with loft is currently 
being built, located in the town 
of Drayton just a scenic drive 
from KW, quality at every turn, 
1800 sq ft with hardwood and 
ceramic, 3 bedrooms and 3 
bathrooms. large master 
bedroom ensuite and walkin 
closet. MLS 1537660.

BUNGALOFT
Elmira - Character and charm are 
evident throughout this Century 
home! This spacious 2 storey is 
elegantly decorated throughout with 
large principal rooms Including a 
study on the main floor. Beautifully 
landscaped with a detached double 
garage. Located in the friendly town 
of Elmira 10 mins from Waterloo. 
Zoned for a home based business. 
MLS 30500671.

STUNNING CENTURY CHARM

$422,500$422,500$422,500 $464,000$464,000$464,000

$729,900$729,900$729,900

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING
Elmira - This beautiful 1450 square foot bungalow on a 
wide lot backing onto a field has it all. Sit and relax on 
the front porch. Both the stunning maple kitchen and 
breakfast bar to the dining area with hardwood and 
ceramic floors enhance the beauty. A gas fireplace 
warms the great room making you feel right at home. 
Composite deck with glass railing and power awning 
provides shade making comfortable surroundings to 
enjoy the beautiful sunsets. Master bedroom is 
equipped with 4 pc ensuite and a walk in closet. The 
basements boasts a large 3rd bedroom, 3 pc bath and a 
recreation room with oversized windows increasing 
your overall living space   MLS- 30506542

in office. But just like pen-
sion reform, changes must 
be made now to avoid cri-
ses later.

And the fewer crises 
the better, as they are 
invariably used by anti-
government organizations, 
typically on the right-wing, 
as an excuse for changes 
that benefit the few at the 
expense of the rest of us. 
Every boondoggle and 
every mismanaged situa-
tion serves to undermine 
the legitimacy of govern-
ment, in turn opening it up 
to the threat of would-be 
reformers. Ontarians suf-
fering from tax fatigue and 
becoming fed up with the 
exorbitant cost of public 
sector wages, benefits and 
pensions, could easily 
reach the breaking point, 
becoming willing to cut off 
their noses to spite their 
faces.

Given that wages make 
up more than half of gov-
ernment costs, serious roll-
backs would be an enticing 
way to deal with deficits. 
The public appears poised 

KANNON: We’ll have to make 
some hard choices very soon
FROM | 7 to go along with that line of 

thinking.
And the sentiment 

isn’t contained just to the 
province. The federal gov-
ernment’s cuts met with 
no public outcry. Munici-
palities, too, are ripe for an 
overhaul. 

Local politicians trot 
out the old chestnut about 
how everybody wants ser-
vices to continue, not to 
face cuts. Costs increase 
because they don’t contain 
them. They also have no 
appetite for making tough 
decisions: it’s much easier 
to say yes. In reality, there 
are supporters for every 
program where money is 
spent, no matter how few 
people are served. 

Politicians must learn 
to say no, learn to sell the 
benefits of not spreading 
resources so thin such that 
many things are done but 
done poorly. The current 
cast of characters at all lev-
els can learn to do that, or 
be prepared to make room 
for those who can.

That’s a more pressing 
issue than fiddling at the 
margins with parking fees.

WRITE A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR 

editor@woolwichobserver.com

noting the park could use 
some rejuvenation.

“Bolender is another one 
that we like a lot. It’s kind 
of nice to spread things 
out,” noted director of rec-
reation and facilities Karen 
Makela of her department’s 
evaluation of the project.

The location will be part 
of a public consultation 

process prior to moving 
ahead, she added.

First proposed as a 
combination that would 
include a refrigerated ice 
component, the project 
was not warmly received 
by council, which fretted 
about the operating costs 
estimated at up to $50,000 
a year. Instead, the facility 
may go ahead with the abil-

ity to add refrigeration at 
a later date. The plan calls 
for a splash pad that in-
cludes features that can be 
removed in the winter to 
allow the concrete surface 
to become a skating rink. 
The dual-use piping sup-
plies water for the splash 
pad and can be refrigerated 
in the winter to keep the 
ice surface intact when 

temperatures get above 
freezing.

Although Gibson Park 
was the target location, the 
project was never tied to 
that spot. While that’s the 
preferred locale, the foun-
dation is open to other op-
tions, said Paisley.

“Ultimately, we want 
what’s best for the com-
munity.”

PARK: Public will be consulted about the project, including locale
FROM | 3
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KWS OFFERS UP 
LAUGHS WITH
DIE FLEDERMAUS

1 Union St., Elmira  |  519.669.3072  |1 Union St., Elmira  |  519.669.3072  | www.elmiragiftoutlet.com www.elmiragiftoutlet.com1 Union St., Elmira  |  519.669.3072  | www.elmiragiftoutlet.com  M Mon.-WeWW d. 9:30-5:30 | Thur.-rr Fri. 9:30-7-- :00 | Sat. 9:30-5:30 Reg. HOURS: Mon.-Wed. 9:30-5:30 | Thur.-Fri. 9:30-7:00 | Sat. 9:30-5:30 

1515$15

SALE STARTS JANUARY 15SALE STARTS JANUARY 15

Instock Only. May not be exactly as shown. While quantities last.Instock Only. May not be exactly as shown. While quantities last.

Christmas

Sale 

ContinuesChristmas

Sale 

Continues

50% Off
50% Off

Winter
Clothing Winter

Scarves 1010101010101010101010101010$10
Purses

10$10

Next Senior’s Day:

Thursday
January 28th

Next Senior’s Day:

Thursday
January 28th

SIGNS THAT WINTRY WEATHER HAS RETURNED

Emergency services were called to the scene of a single-vehicle collision just before 12 p.m. on Jan. 11. The vehicle, travelling north on Arthur Street in Floradale, left the road in front of a farm and crashed through a fence along the roadside before coming to a stop facing the road. No 
serious injuries were reported. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

No school on 
Breslau parkland, 
council decides
After residents turn out in force to oppose the proposal 

STEVE KANNON

remain in-
tact, as Woolwich council 
this week rejected the 
proposed sale of land to 
house a Catholic elemen-
tary school.

After more than three 
hours of impassioned 
pleas, most overwhelm-
ingly opposed to the park-
land deal, the audience 

with bated breath as coun-
cillors debated  the issue 
then voted. An even split, 
3-3, saw the motion to pro-
ceed with the sale die. 

Unsure what had just 
happened – and wary that 
there might be another 
disappointment in the 
offing – the crowd that 
reached about 150 as the 
meeting started had to 
wait for assurances from 
council that the idea had 
been scuttled once and for 

Coun. Mark Bauman’s 
change of heart was the 
deciding factor. Initially 
voting against the deal 
with the Waterloo Catholic 
District School Board, he 
then switched his vote. 
Council remained split 4-2 
in favour through much 
of the ensuing debate, 
with opponents turning 
up at meetings in hopes 
of a reversal. On Tuesday 
night at a meeting moved 
to Breslau specifically to 

observerxtra.com/ads/

TAKING CARE 
OF BUSINESS

• Delivered to 18,500 homes 
in Woolwich, Wellesley & 
Waterloo every week.

• Maximum readership with 
100% LOCAL content

NO OTHER ADVERTISING 
OPTION AS EFFECTIVE OR 
INEXPENSIVE TO REACH 
THE LOCAL MARKET. PERIOD.
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FIND YOUR DREAM HOME 
IN THE #1 COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN ONTARIO

SELLING YOUR HOME? PLACE AN AD IN OUR REAL ESTATE SECTION TODAY!
Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira   N3B 3L4

519-669-3192
www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER
Rozema

BROKER

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Shanna

OPEN HOUSE | SAT, JAN 23RD & SUN, JAN 24TH • 1-3PM • 162 RIDGEVIEW DR., DRAYTON

DRAYTON RIDGE EXECUTIVE TOWNS
BUILT BY PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES

Priced from $322,900* Gorgeous 1424 sq.ft 
Bungalows with 9’ ceilings, open concept, hardwood & 
ceramic floors.

$356,900* End unit Bungalow loft offers 1977 sq.ft, 
vaulted ceilings, open concept, hardwood & ceramic. 
*Builder bonus for upgrades, call for details. EXCLUSIVE.

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519.669.8629

TRACEY
WILLIAMS

Sales Rep.
Cell: 519.505.0627

HECKENDORN

Res:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.505.0627

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.comBROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

“CHARACTER” GALORE in this quaint home backing to Mill Race in Hawkesville. 3+ 
bdrms. Formal LR/DR and eat-in kitchen. Main flr. family room w/walkout to a deck. 
Office in lower level w/separate entry. Zoning will allow for some commercial uses. MLS.

$279,900

GEDDES ST., HAWKESVILLE 

A GREAT COUNTRY PROPERY, NORTH OF ELMIRA and backing to farmland. Pri-
vate lot is 100’ x 179’ and well treed. Lg country kitchen w/walkout to deck. Lots 
of bsmt with large windows! - rec room, games room & office. Garage & lots of 
parking! Immediate possession. MLS.

GOLDSTONE

$369,000
A GREAT COUNTRY PROPERY, NORTH OF ELMIRA 
vate lot is 100’ x 179’ and well treed. Lg country kitchen w/walkout to deck. Lots 
of bsmt with large windows! - rec room, games room & office. Garage & lots of 
parking! Immediate possession. MLS.

$369,000$369,000 SOL
D

Thinking of Buying or Selling? Call or email today for a FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION, OPINONS of VALUE!

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

www.thefreyteam.com

FOR LEASE | Unit 1-63 Arthur St. S., Elmira
$14.00 / SQ. FT. 

The unit has 1,025 sq. ft. of 
finished space available 
immediately.   Has main street 
exposure. Has a large front 
display window.   Great commer-
cial location. To view  call Mildred 
Frey -Broker   Peak Realty Ltd@ 
519-741-6970  MLS 1524851 

Contact us by phone

519-669-1544
Or by Fax

519-669-5119
Len Frey

Sales Representative
mildred@thefreyteam.com

519-741-6368

Mildred Frey
Broker

mildred@thefreyteam.com

519-741-6970

5150 Ament Line, Linwood 

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
$2,000.00 monthly, H. & H. extra. 3 Bedroom apartment for rent   including  
approximately 1000 sq. ft. front commercial unit .   Or Commercial Unit only at 
$1,000.00 monthly  plus H & H. Great to start a new business and live in the same 
building, or move in an existing business.  Same building has a home hardware 
and Post Office and more. Available immediately. Call Mildred Frey-Broker 
519-741-6970 to view. 

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

Your referrals are appreciated!

$469,900 Enjoy the 3,400 s/f of finished living space in this 1,900 
s/f beautifully detailed bungalow offering dream kitchen w/granite, cherry 
cabinets and quality appliances, main floor great room w/fireplace, superb master 
w/ensuite plus 4 spacious bedrooms and 4 bathrooms, large rec/games room, 
walkup to large double garage. Mature trees in fenced yard surrounding salt water 
pool and large deck. Great in-law suite in basement. MLS. Call Bert to view.

FREE Market Evaluation

$264,900 Elmira starter home with recent updates offers 3 
bedrooms, renovated bathroom, rec room with fireplace and walk-up to side yard, 
kitchen/dinette with bay window, nice front porch, new garden shed and 
driveway. MLS. Call Bert to view.

$314,900  Great starter or retirement bungalow in quiet area of 
St.Jacobs offers 3 bedrooms (1 in basement) 2 bathrooms, finished basement, 
large garage, recent updates. MLS. Call Bert to view.

NEW
PRICE!

NEW
PRICE!

$314,900 Great starter or retirement bungalow
St.Jacobs offers 3 bedrooms (1 in basement) 2 bathrooms, finished basement, 
large garage, recent updates.

NEW
PRICE!

SO
LD FREE

Call for details:
519-503-2753

HOME
EVALUATION

Re/Max Twin City Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Toni Reiner
Broker

Charlie Reiner
Sales Representative

83 Erb St. W., Waterloo | DIRECT: 519-404-1114 | Website: kwhomesales.com

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY JAN 24TH 2-4PM

$849,900
COUNTRY LIVING CLOSE TO WATERLOO! 
Custom 3,600 sq ft 5 bedroom, 5 bath on 0.96 Acre overlooking 
Conestogo River. High quality materials including hardwood floors, 
marble & slate tile. “Homestead” Kitchen w/granite countertops. 
Great Rm features stunning natural stone floor-to-ceiling gas 
fireplace. Professionally finished lower level. MLS# 30502001

1204 Geddes Street, Hawkesville, ON, N0B 1X0
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SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

 M-W: 8-6, T-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art 
Sharpening MachineSharpening Machine

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.

Call someone you 
can trust.

Call Cindy.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104
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SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

Snow Clearing & Removal Snow Clearing & Removal | | 

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Lawn MainLawn Mainttenance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

enance Programs  enance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  Spring Clean-up  Spring Clean-up  Lawn MainLawn MainLawn MainLawn Mainttenance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

OUTDOOR SERVICES

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca
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Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca



24 | LIVING HERE THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2016

LIVING HERELIVING HERE

NOVELTIES / SOMEONE’S TAKING NOTE

BAKING GLUTEN-FREE 
CAN BE a real challenge. 
Inevitably, it turns out dry 
with a sandy, gritty texture 
that makes me want to do 
without rather than eat 
that. More recently though, 
I have heard of and tasted 
newly developed recipes 
that are much better.

Now, lest you think 
that I am on a gluten-free 
tangent, let me make this 
clear: I only cook gluten-
free when I am cooking for 
someone that requires it 
for health reasons.

Long before gluten-free 
was common, I made this 
Lemon Pudding Cake. It is 
made with potato flour (or 
potato starch) and it is one 
batter that separates into 
a pudding layer and a cake 
layer as it bakes. The fla-
vour is perfectly lemon and 
the texture is so smooth 
and light. It is refreshing 
in summer served cold and 
in winter serve it slightly 
warm or at room tempera-
ture. If you need a diabetic 
dessert, replace the sugar 
with Splenda, using slight-
ly less Splenda.

This week I made this 
for a dessert buffet for the 
Elmira Horticultural Soci-
ety because they requested  
some gluten-free desserts. 
The dish was scraped clean 

Gluten-free 
baking 
doesn’t 
have to be a 
sacrifice

CHEF’S TABLE | 26

WHITNEY NEILSON

A LITTLE PIECE OF Elmira 
will be making its way to 
coffee tables in China this 
spring.

The Elmira Skate Park 
is being featured in a Chi-
nese landscape architec-
ture book after Spectrum 
Skateparks Inc. – who 
designed the facility – was 
approached by the pub-
lisher.

“They just emailed me 
out of the blue because 
we’re one of the more 
known international skate 
park firms,” said Jim Bar-
num of Spectrum Skate-
parks. “So they emailed 
me and said do you have 
any nice looking projects 
you’ve done recently? And 
Elmira is one of the best 
looking projects that we’ve  
done in the last three to 

Photos of Elmira facility to be included in 
Chinese book of landscape architecture

five years. I sent them 
maybe seven different 
parks and they chose El-
mira and one other one.”

This isn’t the first time 
for Spectrum’s work to 
be published. Barnum 
says every once in awhile  
they’ll be contacted by dif-
ferent Chinese publishers 
to have their skate parks 
in one of their hard cover 
books. They also were in a 
top 50 landscape architec-
ture book for the world for 
a different project.

“It seems to be a thing in 
China, these books show-
casing beautiful landscape 
architecture. So it’s kind 
of like a coffee table book. 
The one that I’ve got here 
is part Cantonese and part 
English. They’ve got the 
article in both languages. I 
don’t know if landscape ar-
chitects keep them around 

their office or coffee table 
books, you know how 
people are into design, I 
think maybe it’s design 
aficionados who are into 
it,” Barnum said.

Some other types of 
landscape architecture 
usually featured in these 
books include large city 
parks, businesses, univer-
sities, and even private 
projects like someone’s 
backyard. He says a lot 
of them focus on unique 
designs with crazy sculp-
tures, plantings, walkways, 
or seating areas.

So why the Elmira Skate 
Park?

“It’s the long linear na-
ture of the park that I think 
allows the landscape to 
affect the aesthetic. If you 
have a really wide, massive 
skate park sitting in a grass 
field it’s a long ways to the 

grass, whereas this one 
is long and narrow. The 
landscape nature is always 
pretty present to anyone 
using the park or in the 
park,” Barnum said.

Skaters also can skate 
nicely on it too because 
you can do what skaters 
call “long lines,” where you 
can skate a long distance 
and hit a whole bunch 
of elements all in a row 
rather than being in a little 
square and only able to hit 
one or two things before 
stopping to turn around.

He notes they wanted 
to be sure the park was 
welcoming to skaters and 
spectators alike, a social 
space, rather than a con-
crete rectangle in a field 
with nothing around it. 
They worked with the 
landscape – building 
around a large tree instead 

of removing it – to inte-
grate nature into the park. 
The actual landscaping 
was done by a local com-
pany.

He says the local people 
behind the skate park 
made it clear they wanted 
the park to be aestheti-
cally pleasing, and make 
the space look better and 
not worse. The main way 
they responded to that 
request was with coloured 
concrete.

“The colour really 
breaks up the otherwise 
monotonous grey space 
and really that’s kind of 
the biggest impact. Just 
the incorporation of the 
exposed aggregate seating 
areas and benches, and a 
proper walkway that enters 
the park,” Barnum said.

The book is expected to 
be published in March.

The Elmira Skate Park will be featured in a landscape architecture book being published in China 
later this year. It’s being recognized for its long, linear nature and incorporating the nature 
already present in the park. [FILE PHOTO]

Skate park goes 
international

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DONNA GINGRICH

RECIPE
NOTES

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON
www.leroysautocare.net

Did you know?  
Leroy’s Auto Care is now an 
accredited Drive Clean test 
and repair facility! Book your 
E-test or emission repair in 
with us today! – Leroy Martin

Accredited 
Test & Repair Facility
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

519.886.2102
www.UniTwin.com

245 Labrador Drive | Waterloo

CORPORATE WEAR
PROMOTIONAL APPAREL

WORK & SAFETY WEAR | BAGS
T-SHIRTS | JACKETS | HATS

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St .  E. ,  E lmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Se

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the pub-
lic. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

JANUARY 25

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open at 11:30 
a.m.). Woolwich Memorial Centre, 24 Snyder Ave. 
S., Elmira (community room). Cost $6. Join us for a 
noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call Community 
Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 for more information.

JANUARY 26

THERE ARE MANY EXCITING winter activities planned 
for the week of Jan. 26-29 for youth  Grade 6 - age 
19 at the Woolwich Youth Centre. Some highlights 
include snow sculpting, Winter Olympics, banana 
snowmen, balloon badminton, snow painting and 
gym night at EDSS. For more information contact 
Carlina or Lori at the Youth Centre, 519-669-3539 or 
woolwichyouthcentre@hotmail.com. 

DIABETES CONNECTION! SUPPORTING EACH other 
in good health! A support group for individuals 
diagnosed with diabetes or pre-diabetes and their 
support people. Have your diabetes questions 
answered by a healthcare professional, build 
confidence in managing your diabetes, and so much 
more. Drop in on the second Tuesday of every month, 
6-7 p.m. at Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. For more information call 
Tiffany at 519-664-3794, ext. 241.

PREPARING FOR MENOPAUSE: ATTEND this two-week 
series at the Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs and hear the latest information 
about peri-menopause and menopause. Have our 
questions answered. Tuesdays,  Jan. 26 and Feb. 2, 6:30-
8:30 p.m. For info call 519-664-3794.

JANUARY 27

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.). Linwood Community Centre, 5279 
Ament Line, Linwood. Cost $11. Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us for a noonday meal, 
fellowship and entertainment.  Call 519-664-1900 or 
toll free: 1-855-664-1900 for more information. 

JANUARY 29

COFFEE TIME AND MORE! Join Woolwich Community 
Health Centre counsellor Marinela and Low German 
health worker Anna for some coffee, tea and 
cookies. This group will discuss everyday struggles 
that everyone faces. Share your stories, learn from 
each other’s successes and learn new ways to 
cope with today’s challenges; 9:45-11:30 a.m., Gale 
Presbyterian Church, 10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. For 
more information for this free group call Marinela 
519-664-3534, ext 235. Free childcare provided for 
participants. 

JANUARY 30

SPAGHETTI DINNER & SALAD Bar. Royal Canadian 
Legion, 11 First St. E., Elmira. Two sittings: 5 & 7 p.m. 
Tickets can be purchased by calling the Legion at 
519-669-2932. Adults $10; children (5-10 yrs) $4; 
under 5 years $2. 

FEBRUARY 4

RURAL WOMEN’S MINI CONFERENCE Day. Jenn 
Christie, John Deere dealer dev. manager, 
Advocating for Women in Ag. Christie was named 
one of Canada’s 100 Most Powerful Women. Topic: 

“Trike to tractor seat: my journey so far.” Sharon 
Grose of Alma, international award-winning 
photographer sharing photos of New Zealand & 
Australia. Cost $20 includes lunch. For information 
519-576-1933 or 519-669-8066. Held at Steinman 
Mennonite Church.

FEBRUARY 5

ST. PETERS CHURCH HEIDELBERG Outreach Committee 
is hosting a “Food and Finance Chat” at 7 p.m. in 
the parish hall at St. Peters, 2925 Lobsinger Line in 
Heidelberg. Financial advisor David Izlaker will speak 
about financial & retirement planning. Please join 
us for an informative evening and enjoy food and 
refreshments. Everyone is welcome to attend.

FEBRUARY 6

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY LIONS ANNUAL Trivia 
Challenge at Lions Hall. Doors open at 6:30 p.m., 
fun starts at 7 p.m. A fun evening of trivia and 
competition where teams of  eight compete against 
other teams of eight for the title of  Trivia Master and 
prizes. Snacks, beverages, fun challenging trivia and 
some surprises. For more information wclctrivia@
gmail.com or call Marnie at 519-210-0252.

FEBRUARY 10

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.). Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville 
Rd., St. Jacobs. Cost $11. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a hot noonday meal, 
fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for 
more information. 

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

22 Florapine Rd., Floradale  • 519-669-2861
www.floramc.org

Sunday School 9:45am
Worship Service 11:00am

Hopping Thursdays
7-8:30pm

www.elmiracommunity.org
18 Mockingbird Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1459 

Anything Short of Sin
Sunday, January 24th

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, January 24th
9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

“Bible Study” Guest Speaker: 

Gord Ahier

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Responding to Grace: 
Extending it to All

Sunday, January 24th

11:00 am

Speaker: Matt Robinson

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy  58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Learn to... sew/piece/quilt
February 4 | 7pm -- Register @ 

elmiramennonitechurch@golden.net

Worship: 9:30am
Season of Epiphany

elmiraemmanuel.com 

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

The Book of Revelation
verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter

CALVARY CHAPEL

500 Northfield Dr. West, Waterloo  •  226-234-8384

Sunday Service 6:00 pm
meets at All Saints 
Anglican Church
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ACROSS
1. Column style

5. Electric car company

10. Chip dip

15. Axis of ___

16. Gilded

17. Absorbed

18. Profanity

20. Change, as a clock

21. Wranglers alternative

22. Authority

23. Annoyance

25. Bias

28. Junk E-mail

30. “___ show time!”

31. Carlos Santana

35. A-list

37. Setting for TV’s “Newhart”

38. Matchsticks game

39. Ejection

42. Sleepwears

45. “Beowulf,” e.g.

48. Casual attire

49. Attack

50. Absurd

52. Water nymphs

53. Bit of precipitation

54. Joint problem

56. Regrets

57. Word before large

58. “Fantasy Island” prop

60. Dermatologist’s concern

61. Agitate

62. Barely managed, with “out”

DOWN
1. Society newcomer

2. Elliptical

3. Carnival attraction

4. Most cool, in slang

5. Harbor craft

6. Goes off

7. Brand, in a way

8. Former capital of Nigeria

9. Downed a sub, say

11. Mars, to the Greeks

12. Dog-starring adventure series

13. Wheat

14. Bear witness

16. Used before a vowel

19. Cockeyed

20. Rope fiber

23. Puts a stop to

24. Not “fer”

26. Bone-dry

27. Doofus

29. 100 centimos

32. Complex dwelling

33. Artless girl

34. Deep-six

36. Current

40. Addict

41. Dry sherry

43. Thermal barrier

44. Lt.’s inferior, in the Navy

46. When it’s broken, that’s good

47. Porcino

50. Stylish

51. City on the Yamuna River

55. Viewpoint

59. Ashtabula’s lake

60. Opposite of post-

Elephants have many rituals that we humans would recognize in ourselves

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

Lemon 
Pudding 
Cake
2 eggs, separated
2 Tbsp. oil
1/4 cup lemon juice
1-1/2 tsp. lemon zest
1 cup milk
3/4 cup white sugar
2 Tbsp. potato flour
1/4 tsp. salt

Beat egg whites until 
firm but not too dry.

In another bowl, mix 
the rest of the ingredients. 
Whisk until mixed. 

and people raved about it. 
It was not the prettiest des-
sert there, but it was the 
most talked about! If you 
want to be a little more fan-
cy, put this into individual 
ramekins, dust with icing 
sugar just before serving 
and garnish with a lemon 
twist.

CHEF’S TABLE: Good served cold or warmed up
Slowly fold beaten egg 

whites into the other mix-
ture, try not to deflate the 
egg whites.

Pour into 1-quart casse-
role dish.

Place casserole dish into 
a larger pan containing 1” 
of water.

Bake at 350º for 45 min-
utes or until it is set in the 
middle.

Serves 4-6 people.

FROM | 24

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 
or email donna.atasteofnostal-
gia@gmail.com.

Q. Suffering from age 
angst as you approach 
your big 5-0 birthday? 
Let mathematics come 
to the rescue.
A. To lessen the dread 
of those milestone mul-
tiple-of-ten birthdays, 
try expressing your 50th 
Birthday in a numeral sys-
tem with a different base, 
suggests John Allen Paulos 
in “A Numerate Life: A 
Mathematician Explores 
the Vagaries of Life, His 
Own and Probably Yours.” 
For example, in a base-12 
system, Happy 50th Birth-
day becomes Happy 42nd 
Birthday–four 12’s plus two 

1’s. “For greater reductions 
in age-angst, you can ex-
press Happy 50th Birthday 
as Happy 32nd Birthday in 
a base-16 system (hexadec-
imal)–three 16’s plus two 
1’s.” Feeling better already?
Q. What’s special about 
those bamboo-loving 
bears, the giant pandas 
(besides their size, of 
course)?
A. They act like couch 
potatoes, moving less than 
other bears, and when they 
do move, it’s at something 
like 0.01 mph, says Meghan 
Rosen in “Science News” 
magazine. That’s the aver-
age speed of a wild forag-
ing panda. And at that 
rate, they’re energy-saving 
superstars, burning only 
38% as much energy as 
other similarly sized land 
mammals. Interestingly, 

“energy-draining organs 
such as the brain, liver 
and kidneys are relatively 
smaller in pandas than in 
other placental mammals. 
The findings help explain 
how they can survive on a 
low-cal, nutrient-poor diet 
of hard-to-digest bamboo.”
Q. Elephants have a life 
expectancy of about 70 
years, select mates for 
life, provide collective 
care for their young, and 
imbibe alcohol (if given 
the opportunity). What 
other surprising ritual 
do they perform?

A. Like humans, el-
ephants “bury” the dead, 
including other species. 
One encounter with a lion 
found it trapped and un-
able to retreat, recounts 
Dale Peterson in “Elephant 
Reflections.” Perhaps as an 

act of desperation, the lion 
leaped onto the shoulders 
of the matriarch, who 
using her trunk, ripped 
him away and dashed 
him against the ground. 
Then she and other group 
members pulled off nearby 
branches and placed them 
over the carcass.

Another report tells 
of a rhinoceros killed by 
elephants, then dragged 
a considerable distance 
and buried beneath a pile 
of vegetation. And when 
a tiger, accompanied by 
her cubs, killed a buffalo, 
an elephant came by and 
the feeding cats scattered. 
The elephant then “de-
liberately broke branches 
off a nearby tree and used 
them to cover the buffalo’s 
carcass.”

Surprisingly, elephants 

have even been known 
to bury people: A pho-
tographing tourist to a 
national park in the old 
Belgian Congo foolishly 
moved too close to a large 
bull elephant, which 
charged, knocked the 
man down and stabbed 
him with a tusk. When the 
rest of the tourist party 
returned, “they discovered 
the hapless photographer’s 
body buried beneath a pile 
of vegetation.”
Q. The world’s fastest 
roller coaster, topping 
out at 128 mph, used to 
be Kingda Ka of Six Flags 
Great Adventure, in New 
Jersey. What’s the cur-
rent record holder?
A. Formula Rossa, located 
at Ferrari World, the plan-
et’s largest indoor theme 
park, opened in Abu Dhabi 

in 2010, reports “Smithson-
ian” magazine. A hydraulic 
launch system similar to 
aircraft carrier catapults 
drives the coaster, which 
goes from 0 to 60 mph in 
two seconds, topping out 
at 149 mph in five seconds. 
“In keeping with the For-
mula One theme, passen-
gers are required to wear 
goggles.” 

According to Italian 
physiology professor Al-
berto Minetti, at this top 
speed, “even dust, that is 
not normally harmful, is. 
Even dust like when you 
are sitting at your desk, it’s 
like bullets, in a way.”

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.
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 CYAN,  MAGENTA,  YELLOW,  BLACK

CVO Chatham Voice

DUW Durham Wheels

WOO Elmira Woolwich Observer

HBH Haliburton Highlander

SNL Sudbury Northern Life

Wise customers read the fine print: †, ◊, •, ††, �, �, ‡, *, », ≈, § The Cold Days Hot Deals Sales Event offers are limited time offers which apply to retail deliveries of selected in-stock new and unused models purchased/leased from participating retailers on or after January 5, 2016. Offers subject to change and may be extended or changed without notice. All pricing includes 
freight ($1,745), air-conditioning charge (if applicable), tire levy and OMVIC fee. Pricing excludes licence, insurance, registration, any retailer administration fees, other retailer charges and other applicable fees and taxes. Financing and lease offers available to qualified customers on approved credit. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Retailer may sell for less. †0% purchase 
financing for up to 84 months available on select new 2016 models to qualified customers on approved credit through RBC, Scotiabank and TD Auto Finance. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Examples: 2016 Ram 1500 Quad Cab SXT 4x4 (25A+AGR)/2016 Jeep Cherokee Sport 4x4 (24A)/2016 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT (29E)/2016 Dodge Journey SXT (29E) with a 
Purchase Price of $30,368/$28,177/$27,323/$28,850 with a $998/$0/$0/$0 down payment, financed at 0% for 72/84/84/60 months equals 156/182/182/130 bi-weekly payments of $188/$155/$150/$222 with a cost of borrowing of $0 and a total obligation of $30,368/$28,177/$27,323/$28,850. ◊$9,000 in Total Discounts is available on new 2016 Ram 1500 models 
(excluding Reg Cab) and consists of $7,500 in Consumer Cash Discounts and $1,500 in Ram Truck Loyalty/Conquest Bonus Cash. See your retailer for complete details. •The Make No Financing Payments for 90 Days offer is a limited time offer which applies to retail customers who finance a new 2015/2016 Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram or FIAT vehicle (excludes 2015/2016 Dodge 
Viper and Alfa Romeo) at a special fixed rate on approved credit for up to 96 months through Royal Bank of Canada and TD Auto Finance or for up to 90 months through Scotiabank. Monthly/bi-weekly payments will be deferred for 60 days and contracts will be extended accordingly. Interest charges will not accrue during the first 60 days of the contract. After 60 days, interest 
starts to accrue and the purchaser will repay principal and interest over the term of the contract but not until 90 days after the contract date. Customers will be responsible for any required down payment, licence, registration and insurance costs at time of contract. Some conditions apply. See your retailer for complete details. ††2.99% purchase financing for up to 96 months 
available on select new 2016 models through RBC, Scotiabank and TD Auto Finance. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Example: 2016 Ram 1500 Quad Cab SXT 4x4 (25A+AGR) with a Purchase Price of $30,368 with a $998 down payment, financed at 2.99% for 96 months equals 208 bi-weekly payments of $159 with a cost of borrowing of $3,689 and a total obligation of 

$34,056.96. �3.49% purchase financing for up to 96 months available on select new 2016 models through RBC, Scotiabank and TD Auto Finance. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Example: 2016 Jeep Cherokee Sport FWD (24A) with a Purchase Price of $26,175 with a $0 down payment, financed at 3.49% for 96 months 
equals 208 bi-weekly payments of $144 with a cost of borrowing of $3,862 and a total obligation of $30,036.64. �Save the Freight offer applies to specially marked 2016 Jeep Cherokee North 4x4 (26J+ADE+AFB+RC3) and 2016 Jeep Cherokee Limited 4x4 (26G+AFF+AHT+RC3) models only. Offer available at participating 
Ontario retailers, while quantities last. ‡3.99% purchase financing for up to 96 months available on select new 2016 models through RBC, Scotiabank and TD Auto Finance. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Examples: 2016 Dodge Grand Caravan Canada Value Package (29E)/2016 Jeep Patriot Sport 4x2 (25D)/2016 Dodge 
Journey Canada Value Package (22F) with a Purchase Price of $20,995/$16,495/$20,150 with a $0 down payment, financed at 3.99% for 96 months equals 208 bi-weekly payments of $118/$93/$113 with a cost of borrowing of $3,563/$2,800/$3,420 and a total obligation of $24,558.35/$19,294.60/$23,569.94. *Jeep Cash/
Consumer Cash Discounts are deducted from the negotiated price before taxes. »$1,500 Ram Truck Loyalty/Conquest/Skilled Trades Bonus Cash is available on the retail purchase/lease of 2015/2016 Ram 1500 (excludes Regular Cab), 2014/2015/2016 Ram 2500/3500/Cab & Chassis, or 2015 Ram Cargo Van and is deducted 
from the negotiated price after taxes. Eligible customers include: 1. Current owners/lessees of a Dodge or Ram Pickup Truck or Large Van or any other manufacturer’s Pickup Truck or Large Van. The vehicle must have been owned/leased by the eligible customer and registered in their name on or before January 5, 2016. Proof of 
ownership/lease agreement will be required. 2. Customers who are skilled tradesmen or are acquiring a skilled trade. This includes Licensed Tradesmen, Certified Journeymen or customers who have completed Apprenticeship Certification. A copy of the Trade Licence/Certification required. 3. Customers who are Baeumler Approved 
service providers. Proof of membership is required. Limit one $1,500 bonus cash offer per eligible truck transaction. Some conditions apply. See your retailer for complete details. ≈Non-prime financing available on select models on approved credit. 4.99%/6.99% financing available on select 2016 models. Financing examples: 
2016 Ram 1500 Quad Cab SXT 4x4/2016 Dodge Grand Caravan Canada Value Package with a Purchase Price of $30,368/$20,995 financed at 4.99%/6.99% over 84 months, equals 182 bi-weekly payments of $192/$146 with a cost of borrowing of $5,488/$5,614 and a total finance obligation of $35,855.89/$26,608.53. 
Some conditions apply. See your retailer for complete details. §Starting From Prices for vehicles shown include Consumer Cash Discounts and do not include upgrades (e.g., paint). Upgrades available for additional cost. ∞Based on 2014 Ward’s Middle Cross Utility segmentation. ∆Based on 2014 Ward’s Sport and Cross Utility 
segmentations. ^Based on IHS Automotive: Polk Canadian Vehicles in Operation data available as of July, 2014 for Crossover Segments as defined by FCA Canada Inc. ®Jeep is a registered trademark of FCA US LLC used under license by FCA Canada Inc. TMThe SiriusXM logo is a registered trademark of SiriusXM Satellite Radio Inc.
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COLD DAYS HOT DEALS SALES EVENT

DAYS DEALS
SALES EVENT

HOTCOLD
+0UP TO

84
MONTHS

ON SELECT 2016 MODELS 

%†

$9,000◊
TOTAL DISCOUNTS UP TO

90
NO PAYMENTS FOR DAYS

IT ALL ENDS FEBRUARY 1! 

•

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE SPORT FWD
BEST-IN-CLASS CAPABILITY∞

Starting From Price for 2016 Ram 1500 Sport with Performance Hood shown: $42,135.§ 

Starting From Price for 2016 Jeep Cherokee Limited shown: $34,540.§ 

Starting From Price for 2016 Jeep Patriot High Altitude shown: $25,230.§ 

Starting From Price for 2016 Dodge Journey Crossroad shown: $32,140.§ 

chryslercanada.ca/offers

2016 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CANADA VALUE PACKAGE 
CANADA’S BEST-SELLING MINIVAN FOR MORE THAN 31 YEARS

0%

FINANCING†

FOR 84 MONTHS
ON OUR MOST

POPULAR MODELS

@  3.99%$118
FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN

BI-WEEKLY 
FINANCING‡

OR
GET

@  3.49%$144
FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN

BI-WEEKLY 
FINANCING�

OR
GET

2016 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SXT 4X4

0%

FINANCING†

FOR 72 MONTHS

@  2.99%$159
FOR 96 MONTHS 

WITH $998 DOWN
BI-WEEKLY 

FINANCING††

OR
GET

2016 JEEP PATRIOT SPORT 4X2
THE MOST AFFORDABLE SUV IN CANADA∆

$4,000THE HIGH ALTITUDE 
EDITION WITH

JEEP
CASH*OR CHOOSE

• Hands-free communication with Bluetooth® & SiriusTM Satellite Radio
• Remote start system • Leather seats with heated front seats 
•  6.5-inch touch screen navigation

Starting From Price for 2016 Dodge Grand Caravan Crew shown: $31,640.§ 

3.99%$93 FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN

BI-WEEKLY 
FINANCING‡

@  

Your local retailer may charge additional fees for administration/pre-delivery that can range from $0 to $1,098 and anti-theft/safety products that can range from $0 to $1,298. Charges may vary by retailer.

REBUILDING YOUR CREDIT? NON-PRIME RATES FROM ONLY 4.99% OAC≈

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE NORTH 4X4 OR 
LIMITED 4X4 AND GET FREE FREIGHT! �

OR CHOOSE
0%

FINANCING†

FOR 84 MONTHS
ON OUR MOST

POPULAR MODELS

2016 DODGE JOURNEY CANADA VALUE PACKAGE
CANADA’S FAVOURITE CROSSOVER^

0%
@  3.99%

FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN

BI-WEEKLY 
FINANCING‡

OR
GET

$113
FINANCING†

FOR 60 MONTHS
ON OUR MOST

POPULAR MODELS

WARNING: This proof is delivered on the condition that it be carefully inspected before going any 
further in the production cycle. Optic Nerve’s responsibility is limited to making corrections and/or 
replacing defective files. This file may not be reduced, enlarged or changed in any manner without 
obtaining written approval from The Publicis Group of Companies.   [REF: PD-M]

NOTE: For emergency inquiries outside our normal business hours, including statutory holidays 
(M-F, 9:00am-10:00pm EST), please direct emails to optic911@optnerve.com
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with the MICHELIN ®  X-IC E ®  Xi 3 ™  tire

MICHELIN® X-ICE ® Xi3™ TIRE
ULTIMATE WINTER CONFIDENCE OVER MANY KILOMETRES TO 
FULLY EMBRACE WINTER EVEN IN THE HARSHEST CONDITIONS

‡ For terms and conditions, see the MICHELIN® tires Owner’s Manual or visit michelin.ca. While all-season tires are designed to provide 
reliable performance in moderate winter conditions, the use of four winter tires is recommended for optimal performance and may 
be mandatory in certain jurisdictions. © 2015 Michelin North America (Canada) Inc. All rights reserved. The “Michelin Man” is a 
registered trademark licensed by Michelin North America, Inc. 

®

(1989) Ltd.

DOING IT RIGHT FOR OVER 80 YEARS!

1370 KING ST N. St. Jacobs, ON

thomantireservice.ca

(519) 664-3412
Mon. - Fri. 8am-5:30pm | Sat. 8am-noon 1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188

 M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M
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97¢       PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

IN STOCK

CLICK LAMINATE
WALNUT STAIN

$137       PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

IN STOCK

KRONOSWISS LAMINATE
AC4 COMMERCIAL WARRANTY
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no 

tax!
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no 

tax!

97¢       PER SQ FT

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

IN STOCK

canadian
made

HEAVY BERBER CARPET
15 YEAR WARRANTY

$137       PER SQ FT
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IN STOCK

FRIEZE CARPET
15 YEAR WARRANTY
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$297       PER SQ FT

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

IN STOCK

canadian
made

OAK/MAPLE HARDWOOD
3/4” THICK

$327       PER SQ FT
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IN STOCK

VINYL PLANKS
100% WATERPROOF

$197       PER SQ FT
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97¢       PER SQ FT
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IN STOCK

CERAMIC FLOOR TILE
13” X 13”

97¢       PER SQ FT
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level of confidence,” he 
said. “A new way of looking 
at things. (They) have been 
impressed with themselves 
as they take on a new chal-
lenge and overcome it.” 

As their teacher, Carroll 
delights in seeing his stu-
dents take on the challenge 
of a little hocus pocus.

“I love it,” he said of 
seeing the tricks and il-
lusions coming along in 
time for the show. “It is a 
true art form and one that 
can be used anywhere. 
They get to take a fun and 
new skill into the world 
with them.”

The class is putting to-
gether four shows, but only 

one is open to the public. 
Carroll warns there is lim-
ited seating available, so 
get there a little bit early. 
Blink, and you might miss 
the chance to see the Grade 
11 students put on a show 
of smoke and mirrors. 

The show starts at 6:30 
p.m. sharp in room 19 at 
EDSS.

MAGIC: Students preparing to dazzle audience; 
one of the four shows will be open to the public
FROM | 3

The Grade 11 drama class from Elmira District Secondary School is hosting an evening and tricks, illusions and disappearing acts tonight at 
6:30 p.m. at the school. The show takes place in room 19, and is free of charge.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]


