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ST. JACOBS SILOS GET A REFRESH

The silos in St. Jacobs got a facelift this week from Randy Boisvenue who spent the better part of three days high in the sky repainting the old Snider sign. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Todd Cowan 
found guilty of 
breach of trust

FORMER WOOLWICH 
MAYOR TODD Cowan was 
convicted of breach of trust 
Wednesday morning in a 
Kitchener courtroom.

Justice Michael 
Epstein found 
him not guilty of 
fraud in relation 
to expense claims 
submitted when 
he was a public 
official.

Cowan faces 
sentencing for the 
breach of trust 
charge on July 18.

Cowan was charged with 
fraud and breach of trust on 
Feb. 6 of last year after an in-
vestigation from the Ontario 
Provincial Police Anti-Rack-
ets Branch unveiled that 
Cowan had submitted the 
same expenses twice, to both 
the township and the Region 
of Waterloo. He served as 
Woolwich’s representative 
on regional council.

Epstein noted they 
found 14 cases of double 

Former mayor acquitted of fraud 
charge as case wraps up in Kitchener 
courtroom; sentencing set for July 18

WHITNEY NEILSON reimbursement for meals, 
mileage, and conferences he 
attended between 2012 and 
2014.

He was doubly reim-
bursed for more than $2,700, 
which he paid back after the 

issue came to light, 
claiming it was his 
own accounting 
error.

When handing 
out his verdict on 
Wednesday, Ep-
stein said he found 
that the number 
of instances where 
Cowan was doubly 
reimbursed to be 

relatively small compared 
to the hundreds he had 
submitted, totaling about 
$10,000 from the township 
and $14,000 from the region.

Epstein said he was “far 
from satisfied” that Cowan 
had intentionally commit-
ted fraud and found him not 
guilty. He also noted that 
comments made by Cowan 
when presented with the 
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Todd Cowan [FILE PHOTO]
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You are 8 months 
away from being a 
Preferred Personal 

Support Worker

Applications are still being  
accepted for September 2016

Apply now at 
www.ontariocolleges.ca  

The program is o�ered at the unique University Gates 
location, Schlegel Centre for Excellence in Innovation for 

Aging on Laurelwood Dr., Waterloo.  
Only 45 minutes away!

double reimbursement al-
legations showed he took 
responsibility for his poor 
recordkeeping, advising “he 
had no proper bookkeeping 
system.”

“I am forced to a differ-
ent conclusion for count 
number two,” Epstein said, 
speaking about the breach of 
trust charge.

Epstein said it was clear 
Cowan knew the expense 
claims policies for both the 
township and the region did 
not allow him to expense 
meals for his girlfriend, and 
that he had “improperly in-
dicated he dined with peers 
when he did not.”

Cowan’s first scheduled 
appearance at the Ontario 
Court of Justice was on Mar. 
3, 2015, where his lawyer 
Thomas Brock appeared on 
his behalf.

Brock informed the judge 
in court on July 21 that he 
had attempted to contact 
Cowan some 30 times to 
remind him he was required 
to make that court date, but 
was a no show even when 
the clerk paged him to the 
courtroom.

Justice of the Peace Zel-
jana Radulovic agreed with 
Brock there were grounds to 
issue an arrest warrant due 
to Cowan’s lack of communi-
cation, which she issued. 

Brock also asked to be 
taken off the case, but later 
changed his mind.

The case could not move 
forward by setting a trial 
date until Cowan made an 
appearance.

He turned himself into the 
Waterloo Region Courthouse 
in Kitchener on July 24 at 
9 a.m., after the Woolwich 
Observer reported an arrest 
warrant had been issued for 
him.

He was held in court cus-
tody until the afternoon bail 
hearing, where he was re-
leased after agreeing to pay 
$1,000 and with the promise 
to attend his next court date 
on Aug. 11 to set the trial 
date.

Brock appeared on his be-
half on Aug. 11 and told the 
judge Cowan had asked for 
a trial before a judge. He was 
also given an Oct. 26 court 
date to answer to his failure 
to appear charge for missing 
the July 24 court date.

And when Oct. 26 rolled 
around, Cowan was nowhere 
to be found, causing Judge 
Gary Hearn to issue Cowan’s 
second arrest warrant.

Brock informed the judge 
he had called, left voice-
mails, and written letters to 
Cowan trying to reach him 
at least 49 times – every day 
since he had last seen him – 
with no luck.

Cowan turned himself 
in to the courthouse later 
that afternoon, with Brock 
staying on as counsel and 
Cowan scheduled to appear 
on Nov. 4.

He showed up on Nov. 4 to 
answer to his previous two 
failure to appear charges and 
to confirm his trial date of 
Nov. 23-26. They cancelled 
the Nov. 24 trial date for 
Brock to be with his wife 
while she underwent sur-
gery, expecting three days to 
be enough, but they found 
they needed the fourth day.

The last day of trial was 
scheduled for Feb. 29.

Cowan was present for 
every day of trial, but Brock 
indicated Cowan was not 
expected to speak on his 
behalf.

Lawyer John Mascarin 
took the stand, as his firm, 
Aird & Berlis LLP, was hired 
by Woolwich and Waterloo 
Region to investigate Cow-
an’s expense claims after the 
issue was brought forward 
by a citizen’s freedom of in-
formation request.

Mascarin’s report put the 
blame on Cowan.

The two met on Aug. 7, 
2014 at the Woolwich Town-
ship administrative build-
ing.

Cowan didn’t request 
legal counsel at the time, 
but asked CAO David 

Brenneman to stay in the 
room. Mascarin testified he 
questioned Cowan for two 
hours before Cowan asked 
him to stop.

“He said he’d like to make 
a statement at that time, 
which again surprised me. 
I wasn’t expecting that. I 
took out a separate page, 
and wrote verbatim as best I 
could,” Mascarin said.

He quotes Cowan as say-
ing, “You have a really thick 
binder in front of me. I think 
I know where it’s going.”

Cowan went on to tell 
Mascarin he wasn’t going to 
dispute double reimburse-
ments and expense claims.

He also attributes Cowan 
with saying, “I’m being irre-
sponsible,” in regards to his 
recordkeeping of expenses.

Mascarin had asked 
Cowan if he was aware the 
purchases on the township 
credit card had to be practi-
cal and ethical and that they 
were only appropriate if 
incurred during township 
business.

“I believe he said ‘that sur-
prises me,’” Mascarin said.

The defense argued Cow-
an often represented both 
the township and the region 
at events and it was unclear 
which to expense it to.

It’s clear Cowan was 
reimbursed by both the 
township and the region for 

some expenses, but in order 
to be convicted the pros-
ecutor had to show Cowan 
intentionally filed the same 
expense claims with both 
parties, intending to be dou-
bly reimbursed.

It was also often noted 
that Cowan is not a detail-
oriented person and not 
exactly organized.

He asked for a corporate 
credit card when he became 
mayor and received it, a first 
for the township.

Other witnesses indicated 
at least three receipts that 
Cowan claimed were for 
meals he had with them, 
were indeed false.

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Michael Harris testified 
that an expense claim that 
Cowan had submitted for 
Aug. 17, 2013 for $44.34 with 
a handwritten notation with 
the name Harris, was not 
reflective of a meal the two 
shared.

“Did you have that meet-
ing with Mr. Cowan?” asked 
prosecutor Jennifer Caskie.

“I did not,” Harris replied.
She asked Harris about 

another meal receipt Cowan 
submitted, but for breakfast 
of $35.44.

“No I wasn’t even in Ot-
tawa at that time. I didn’t get 
there until Sunday,” Harris 
replied.

She asked Harris if he ever 

had a meal with Cowan.
“I had breakfast one 

morning in the same res-
taurant, but not together. I 
don’t believe we ever dined 
together,” Harris said.

He said he believed Cow-
an was with his girlfriend at 
the time when he saw him at 
the restaurant.

The meals were supposed 
to have happened at the 
2013 Association of Munici-
palities of Ontario confer-
ence in Ottawa that they 
both attended.

Ronald Earl Foster Eddy, 
mayor of Brant County, 
also took the stand in rela-
tion to a breakfast receipt 
Cowan had expensed with 
a handwritten notation that 
looked like R. Eddy. It was 
from Aug. 20, 2013 for $61.37 
for two breakfast buffets at 
Daly’s in the Westin in Ot-
tawa.

“Did you have that meal?” 
Caskie asked.

“I have no recollection 
of having had that meal,” 
Eddy answered, noting he’s 
not in the habit of attending 
breakfasts.

Former Woolwich council-
lor Bonnie Bryant also testi-
fied in regards to two meals 
Cowan expensed where his 
girlfriend was present, but 
he had written a different 
name on the receipt.

The fourth and final day 
of trial finished on Feb. 
29 with Caskie finishing 
her closing arguments by 
reminding the judge of the 
documents Cowan falsified, 
which the defense claims 
was inadvertent.

“The evidence is damn-
ing,” Caskie said.

She noted the only ex-
pense claims that Cowan 
submitted with notations 
are the ones that witnesses 
testified were incorrect.

“He knew he was benefit-
ting and hoped he wouldn’t 
be found out,” Caskie said.

Brock asserted his client 
was overwhelmed and unor-
ganized. 

“His error resulted from 
inadvertence, error resulted 
from lack of organization, 
error resulted from perhaps 
too much on his plate, error 
resulted from lack of experi-
ence. His error resulted from 
perhaps personal things go-
ing on his life. But not error 
resulting from a fraudulent 
type of act. He wasn’t trying 
to be deceitful. He wasn’t 
trying to be dishonest,” 
Brock said.

Justice Epstein will sen-
tence Cowan on July 18.

COWAN: Judge finds lack of intent in case of fraud charge, says Cowan knew of dubious claims
FROM | COVER

TIMELINE / TODD COWAN EXPENSE SCANDAL

AUG. 17, 2013

False expense 
claim for meal 
with Michael 

Harris

AUG. 20, 2013 

False expense 
claim for 

breakfast with 
Ronald Eddy

AUG. 7, 2014  

Lawyer John 
Mascarin and 
Cowan meet 

MAR. 3, 2015   

Cowan’s lawyer 
Thomas Brock 

appears in 
court on his 

behalf

JULY 21, 2015    

First arrest 
warrant issued 

after Cowan 
fails to show 
for court date

JULY 24, 2015

Cowan turns 
himself in to the 
Waterloo Region 

Courthouse

AUG. 11, 2015 

Brock appears 
on Cowan’s 

behalf asking 
for trial before 

a judge

NOV. 4, 2015 

Cowan in court 
for two failure 

to appear 
charges

FEB. 29, 2016  

Final day of 
trial, closing 
arguments

JUNE 15, 2016   

Judge gives 
verdict

NOV. 23, 25, 
26, 2015 

Trial

OCT. 26, 2015  

Second arrest warrant issued 
after Cowan doesn’t show 
to answer to his failure to 

appear charge; Cowan turns 
himself in that afternoon



NEWS | 3THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2016

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

FR
EE

DELI
VER

Y

OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 9am-4pm; Closed Sundays519-669-8282

Fast, Friendly & Professional Service
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SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST/OWNER

• Compression Stockings
   (Standard & Customized)

• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose 
   Monitor & Teaching 
• Ostomy & Home Health Care
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Fergus and then they come 
back in time for our bar-
becue lunch. That’s about 
a 75-kilometre round trip 
ride,” Driedger said.

They’ll have a barbecue 
going at noon, along with 
some door prizes supplied 
by local businesses. Then 
there’s a motorcycle tour 
that leaves shortly after the 
barbecue, riding through 
scenic parts of southwest-
ern Ontario for three hours.

The bike-a-thon was held 
in Kitchener its inaugural 
year, but has been happen-
ing in Elmira every year 
since. He says this is be-
cause it seems to be a nicer 
ride for the cyclists and us-
ing the trails means it’s a lot 
safer and family friendly.

Participants are encour-
aged to canvas prior to the 
ride, but it’s not compul-
sory.

“Although we like to think 
it’s all about MennoHomes, 
it’s really about the people 
who are working to support 
our project. They’re the 
ones who connect us with 
people and they say if you’re 
invested in this enough that 
you’re going to take a part 
of your day to participate 
and go and ask people for 
money then we’re going to 
get behind you. So that’s en-
couraging,” Driedger said.

As a small non-profit, the 
fundraising is important, 
but raising awareness about 
their work is equally impor-
tant, he adds.

It’s their main fundraiser 
of the year aside from a fall 
concert.

Last year’s funds went to 
the affordable housing proj-
ect in Elmira and they will 
this year too.

“We still have a fair bit 
of work to do there. We’re 
actually talking now more 
about the overall $3.1 mil-

BUDDY BENCHES | 4BIKE-A-THON | 7

CYCLISTS WILL HIT THE 
trails this weekend aiming 
to raise funds and spread 
awareness about Menno-
Homes’ affordable housing 
project in Elmira, which is 
currently under construc-
tion.

Now in its sixth year, the 
MennoHomes Out-Spok’n 
Bike-a-thon typically raises 
around $45,000 annually, 
said executive director Dan 
Driedger.

“The last couple of years 
we’ve averaged about 
$45,000 in net donations 
per year, so it’s a pretty en-
ergetic group. They’re com-
ing out to ride and they also 
go out and do some signifi-
cant work on the fundrais-
ing side of things as well,” 
Driedger said.

He expects they’ll see 
about 100 people out this 
Saturday for the event, 
including the motorcycle 
component of it in the after-
noon. About 110 registered 
for the ride last year, up 
from 80-some participants 
the previous year.

The general ride for the 
bike-a-thon leaves Elmira 
Mennonite Church at 9:30 
a.m. on Saturday. Cyclists 
will head to the Kissing 
Bridge Trail from there and 
either turn right to go to 
West Montrose and back 
or left and go toward Wal-
lenstein and back. Each of 
those legs are roughly 14 
kilometres round trip, and 
some people do both.

“There’s also a group of 
more enthusiast cyclists 
who leave from St. Jacobs 
Mennonite Church around 
7 in the morning. They ac-
tually show up at the Wool-
wich Observer office around 
7:30 to pick up any people 
who want to join them and 
then from there they head 
on up to the Shand Dam in 

Two-wheelin’ it 
Saturday for 
MennoHomes 
project in Elmira

WHITNEY NEILSON

EDSS students make it easier to 
buddy up at some local schools
Students make benches that are designed to help shy kids get more involved

Kelby Martin and Luke Charter are two of the EDSS woodworking students who helped build the buddy benches that are going to four local schools and one in Guelph. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

STUDENTS AT FIVE GRADE 
schools will benefit from 
the craftsmanship of one of 
Elmira District Secondary 
School’s Grade 12 wood-
working classes, who spent 
the last month researching, 
designing, and building 
buddy benches.

They’re so named be-
cause they’re meant to help 
kids who might otherwise 
be too shy to ask their peers 
if they can play with them. 
Children who are looking 
for someone to play with 
will sit there and wait for 
someone to invite them.

“Any kid that’s shy and 
has no idea how to ap-
proach someone or who’s 
afraid they’re going to 
make fun of them when 
they ask, this takes the 
onus off them, and allows 
the extroverts to come 

WHITNEY NEILSON talk to the introverts. The 
introvert has a chance to 
be amalgamated socially 
with the student body,” 
EDSS teacher Alex Derma 
explained. 

Derma contacted EDSS’ 
feeder schools and four 
said they were interested, 
plus the principal of one in 
Guelph who Derma knows.

The benches will be go-
ing to Floradale Public 
School, St. Jacobs Public 
School, John Mahood Pub-
lic School, Linwood Public 
School and Willow Road 
Public School.

The benches are sup-
posed to go near school 
playgrounds so kids playing 
will notice the other kids 
and hopefully ask them to 
come play.

“I have young kids, and 
one, his best friend left and 
he struggled a little bit this 
year trying to find people 

to meet. I thought this may 
help somebody,” Derma 
said.

The cost is covered 
through the Specialist High 
Skills Majors program, 
which helps students focus 
on their career by coordi-
nating their interests and 
skills with similar courses. 

Derma decided to run the 
buddy bench idea by his 
Grade 12 class because he 
heard about the initiative 
and thought it was a good 
idea to help local kids.

“This class had the ma-
turity to get it and we had 
lots of discussions about it. 
They bought into wanting 
to make it. It was good that 
way. So I just decided that’s 
the class to do it. The more 
they saw the process go and 
the more we talked about 
it over the month and the 
more people we told, and 
they realized it was an im-

portant topic, they got ex-
cited about it,” Derma said.

The class spent a month 
making them, followed by 
getting them stained at 
TopCoat Finish in Waterloo 
and they were ready to be 
delivered last week.

The students made the 
benches as part of their 
unit on mass production, 
which helps them get a feel 
for what it’s like to be on an 
assembly line.

“Someone will be in 
charge of legs one day, 
someone else will be in 
charge of assembly, some-
one else will be foreman, 
someone will be layout, 
and we do that all the way 
through the entire pro-
cess. Each person would 
switch jobs so they all had 
a chance to do that job,” 
Derma explained.
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ANOTHER TREE FOR WOOLWICH

Members of the Elmira & District Horticultural Association gathered on June 9 to check out one of their four new trees that have been planted 
in town. This sugar maple is in Gibson Park. From left: Christine Webb, Barb Detweiler-Bowman, Bill Crane, Barb Smith, Reta Weber, Elsie 
Springer, Sue Neufeld, Helen Grainger and Mary Austin. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

17 Church Street West
Elmira

519.669.4174

Call Hear More to book a 
FREE hearing test today!

Why Choose Hear More Canada?

• FREE Hearing Testing!

• Join the More Batteries Club 
and get a one year supply 
of batteries for FREE!

• We will beat any competitor’s 
price by $50.

All our hearing aid trials are risk-free... 
try them out for 90-days and if you 

bring them back for a full refund.

Do you think you 
or a loved one 
may have trouble 
hearing? Act now!w!

Hear More, Spend Less. 
Hearing aids start at just 
$395 at Hear More.
See clinic for details. All prices quoted after government funding.

Buddy benches have 
been made in all sorts of 
designs, so the class spent 
a day researching designs. 
Derma sent the top three to 
the schools who are receiv-
ing the benches and they 
chose the one that the class 
made.

Kelby Martin and Luke 
Charter are in the class and 
helped build the benches. 

“It was a good project to 
do, going for a good cause,” 
Charter said.

Martin added it was nice 
for them to work on a proj-
ect for someone else.

“I know some kids have a 
hard time making friends. 
You see that outside when 
you’re at schools. I think 
it will be awesome for the 
schools,” Martin said. 

The buddy bench is still a 
relatively new idea, but has 
gained popularity over the 
past couple years. Derma 
says it’s a fairly easy project 
if local high schools get 
behind the idea and want 
to make buddy benches for 
their feeder schools.

He also mentioned to the 
schools it would be a good 
idea to explain it to the stu-
dent body, so they under-

stand the meaning behind 
it, and the older students 
don’t mock it.

“Bullying has been a 
topic for years, a long topic. 
Kids have always been 
historically shy and now 
mental illness is a big topic. 
So if we can at least avoid 
any of those three things 
in any way or at least help 
them, if you make one kid 
comfortable, then it’s worth 
building a bench and put-
ting it there for a kid to be 
comfortable. Giving them 
an option to feel safe is bet-
ter than nothing,” Derma 
said.

BUDDY BENCHES: Provided to feeder schools
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519.696.3275
1092 Bridge St., New Dundee, ON N0B 2E0
info@dundeerecycling.com

SCRAP METAL RECYCLING 
Bin Services • E-Waste

Bridge St.

Plains R
oad

New Dundee

Trussler Road

 

WHAT WE BUY
Farm Equipment, Cars, Trucks, Road 
Trailers, Appliances, Structural Steel, 
Sheet Steel, Misc. Scrap Steel, Copper, 
Aluminum, Brass, Stainless, Lead, Lead 
Acid Batteries, Diecast, Carbide, 
Insulated Wiring, Alternators, Starters, 
Magnesium, Car Rims & Butyl Rubber 
Inner Tubes.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Two arrested in spate 
of mailbox thefts 
across a few counties
INVESTIGATORS FROM 
THE WEST Region OPP 
Crime Unit have charged 
two people in relation to 
theft from Canada Post 
mailboxes. 

The charges relate to 
several incidents that oc-
curred between January 
and March in which mail-
boxes had been pried open 
and personal information 
stolen from inside.   

As a result of an investi-
gation by Huron County, 
Wellington County and 
South Bruce County OPP 
along with the assistance 
of the OPP Regional Sup-
port Team and Canada 
Post, police have charged 
35-year-old Tracy Lynn 
Dolmage and 34-year-old 

Richard Lloyd Cutting 
of Fergus with 43 counts 
of ‘theft from mail,’ 14 
counts of ‘possession of 
credit cards,’ 18 counts 
of ‘identity theft,’ seven 
of ‘possession of iden-
tity documents,’ and one 
count of ‘mischief over 
$5,000.”

Both men are being held 
in custody.

Police encourage every-
one to always report any 
and all suspicious activity 
when you observe it with-
out delay. Should you wish 
to remain anonymous you 
can call Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) 
where you may be eligible 
for a cash reward of up to 
$2,000.

DRIVER, PASSENGER END UP IN A TIGHT SPOT 

Emergency responders were on the scene of a two-vehicle collision at the intersection of Moser Young Road and Hessen Strasse Road on Friday afternoon. A Nissan Altima was wedged 
against a power pole, and the front seat passenger had to be extricated by firefighters. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Trucking awards 
for Home 
Hardware

St. Jacobs-based Home Hardware 
drove away with a pair of awards at the 
31st annual Central Ontario Regional 
Truck Driving Championships, held June 
11 at Conestoga College’s Cambridge 
campus. 

A total of 43 drivers went head 
to head in the annual battle for 
supremacy, with Home Hardware 
capturing the Team Award and truck 
driver William Wolfe winning the Safety 
Award. Home Hardware’s team included 
10 drivers who spent weeks preparing 
for the competition.

The yearly event promotes safety and 
gives drivers from across central Ontario 
the opportunity to compete against 
their peers through a written test, 
obstacle course and a vehicle inspection 
that looks for five planted defects. The 
top four drivers from each of the five 
categories will represent the Central 
Ontario Region at the Ontario Truck 
Driving Championships in July.  

“Drivers competing in this event must 
have a good, clean, driving record and 
work for a company that is safety-
oriented,” says Dennis Shantz, director 
of fleet services, Home Hardware Stores 
Limited. “We take the safety of our 
fleet very seriously.  All of our drivers 
receive defensive driver training and 
Transportation of Dangerous Goods 

training every three years, we also 
offer a bonus program to reward safe 
driving.”

Home Hardware has received the 
Large Fleet Safety Award from the 
Private Motor Truck Council of Canada 
five times since 2005. The fleet travels 
across Canada delivering products to 
close to 1,100 stores, covering approxi-
mately 18 million kilometers a year. 

Province floats 
GO train plan

A deal between the province, through 
its Metrolinx agency, and CN may help 
clear the way for a long-promised 
all-day GO train service linking Waterloo 
Region to Toronto.

In the short-term, the provincial 
government plans to add two morning 
and two afternoon trips, doubling what 
is now a low level of service.

To round out this week’s announce-
ments of transit goodie bags, the 
province has offered up $43 million 
towards the region’s transit hub in 
Kitchener.

To make boosting service levels 
possible, the province now has an 
agreement-in-principle with CN that 
will allow GO Regional Express Rail to 
be built along the Kitchener GO corridor.  
If it goes ahead, the deal will allow CN 
to shift most of its freight traffic from 
the section of the Kitchener corridor 
the company owns – roughly between 
Georgetown and Bramalea – to the new 

corridor. That will free up capacity for 
more GO service through Brampton to 
Kitchener.

The announcement failed to impress 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Michael 
Harris, who said the plan falls well short 
of a commitment to all-day, two-way 
GO train service.

 “It’s like Groundhog Day all over 
again … we’re told to expect a big GO 
transit announcement; we hope it will 
finally deliver the promised all-day 
two-way service, and we awake to a 
re-announcement of increased peak 
trains,” Harris asserted. “Look we’ve 
fought for, and people were looking for, 
clear timelines on when they can board 
all-day two-way GO trains and instead 
commuters were told they could hop 

on a bus. We were promised, all-day, 
two-way, and that’s what our region 
needs to reach the potential we have 
in the Kitchener corridor,” he said in a 
statement Tuesday.

Gala Saturday 
at Breslau centre

A sneak peek of a documentary 
about pornography and its effects on 
youth, Over 18, will be part of a gala 
fundraiser Saturday night at the Breslau 
Community Centre.

Elmira’s David Paisley has partnered 
with a local anti-trafficking organization 
called HopeForTheSold to produce the 
film, which is schedule to be released 
in October.

Turkey Leek or 
Hunters Loaf

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from June 20th – June 25th

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Fresh
Pork 

Tenderloin Prime Rib

Sirloin 
Burgers

Fresh

Store Made 12 x 6 oz. 

Smoked 
Sausages

Store Made Maple or Cheddar 

Store Made Deli Sliced 

Do you suffer from 
BBQ food envy? 

Come on in.  
We can help!

REG. PRICE
$21.99 ea.

$19.99

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb

$4.99

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

$11.99
Reg. $14.59 /lb ST

EA
KS

Reg. $14.79 /lb

$12.49RO
AS

T

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb

$4.99
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3:25 PM | The Wellington 
County OPP Crime Unit investigated 
a complaint from a woman about 
a sexual assault by a man who is 
an unregistered masseuse.  The 
massage service was done from 
his rural home on Concession 4, 
Mapleton Township. As a result, 
a 37-year-old Mapleton man was 
charged with ‘sexual assault.’ He 
is scheduled to appear in Guelph 
Criminal Court on July 12. Any 
person with information regarding 
this incident should contact the 
Wellington County OPP at 1-888-
310-1122.

J U N E  9

8:58 PM | Having been 
advised a resident had been 
threatened with a handgun, Wa-
terloo Regional Police responded 
to a rural property in Woolwich 
Township. Officers, including the 
Emergency Response Unit, at-
tended the property and arrested a 
53-year-old man without incident. 
A pellet handgun was recovered 
at the scene and several long 
guns were later seized from his 

citizens to contact them if any 
suspicious person, behaviour or 
vehicles were observed in the area 
of Line 61 prior to the fires.  The 
OPP can be contacted at 1-888-310-
1122.  Should you wish to remain 
anonymous, you may call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477), 
and you may be eligible to receive 
a cash reward of up to $2,000.

J U N E  1 0

1:20 PM | A two-vehicle col-
lision occurred at the intersection 
of Hessan Strasse and Moser Young 
Road in Wellesley Township. A 
48-year-old Kitchener woman, 
operating a Nissan Altima, failed 
to yield to traffic and was struck 
by a GMC pickup operated by a 
63-year-old Ariss man. The colli-
sion caused the Nissan to strike a 
pole and two of the three injured 
occupants in the Nissan were taken 
to hospital with minor injuries. 
Both drivers were also injured 
but did not require emergency 
medical attention. The intersection 
was closed for several hours while 
the investigation took place. As 

residence. The man was held for 
a bail hearing facing numerous 
weapons-related charges. No 
one was injured as a result of the 
incident.

11:00 PM | Perth County OPP 
officers were dispatched to a fully 
engulfed barn fire southeast of 
Milverton. The fire completely de-
stroyed the barn as well as the 20 
cows, 4 horses and 120 goats that 
were kept inside the barn. Around 
midnight while fire department 
members were fighting the 
barn blaze, a bystander noticed 
that a barn on a neighbouring 
property east of the original 
blaze had caught fire.  Firefighters 
responded to the second barn 
fire and attempted to evacuate 
some of the dairy cattle from the 
barn. They immediately proceeded 
to fight this fire but were unable 
to control it, as it fully engulfed 
the structure very quickly.  Both 
fires are suspicious in nature 
until deemed otherwise.  The 
Ontario Fire Marshal’s Office was 
notified. The investigation is in its 
early stages. Police are requesting 

a result, the driver of the Nissan 
was charged with ‘fail to yield to 
traffic.’

5:30 PM | A collision oc-
curred on Trussler Road at Hwy 
7/8 in Kitchener involving a car 
and a motorcycle. A car exited 
the highway, turning south onto 
Trussler Road directly into a path 
of a northbound motorcycle. The 
driver of the motorcycle was taken 
to Grand River Hospital with minor 
injuries. The driver of the car was 
arrested for ‘impaired driving, 
operating over .80.’ In addition the 
driver of the car was found to be 
in possession of a large quantity 
drugs including, MDMA, metham-
phetamine, cannabis resin, LSD, 
magic mushrooms and heroin, 
which resulted in three counts of 
‘possession for the purpose of traf-
ficking’ under the Controlled Drugs 
and Substances Act, and three 
counts of ‘possession’ under the 
Controlled Drugs and Substances 
Act. The 50-year-old male driver 
from Kitchener was held for a bail 
hearing.
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1-855-831-8151Questions? (toll-free)

The Ontario Electricity Support Program offers monthly on-bill 
credits to help lower-income households ranging in size from one 
or two people earning $28,000 or less to seven or more people 
earning $52,000 or less. The credit amount depends on how many 
people live in your home and your combined income.

OntarioElectricitySupport.caApply online at

GET $30-$50 OFF 
YOUR ELECTRICITY BILL EACH  

MONTH 

Ontario Energy Board

OEB Newspaper – English
Size: 10.25” x 6.25”
Colour: Black and White
Bleed: none
Notes: Border is part of the artwork and should be printed

· 8 Therapists Available

· Evening Appointments

· Deep Tissue, Relaxation, 
Sports Injury, Prenatal Massage

· Reflexology

· Matrix Repatterning

· Gift Certificates Available

Krista Sandelli 
OWNER/RMT

Jessica 
Zantinge RMT

Julie Wemp 
RMT

Caitlin Clemmer 
RMT

Julie-Maria 
Schroth RMT

Krista Bauman 
RMT

Lindsay Plantz 
RMT

Steph Gaudet 
RMT

In the old Clock Tower Building
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-3494

· 8 Therapists Available
Caitlin Clemmer 

Accessible playground to open Friday in St. Clements
LIZ BEVAN

SLATED TO OPEN FRIDAY 
morning, St. Clements has 
a new playground for kids 
to climb, swing and hang 
out, literally. 

Adding to the already 
existing playground next to 
the baseball diamonds on 
Green St., the new equip-
ment is accessible for all, 
and includes swings that 
could fit the whole family. 

The project has been in 
the works for a while, says 
Joe Brick of the Paradise 
and District Lions Club. It 
would have taken even lon-
ger before equipment was 
in the ground if it weren’t 
for a local grant. 

“We were only going to 
do a little phase of it be-
cause we just didn’t have 
the money. Then we ended 
up hearing about this grant 

that was available, so I ap-
plied for the grant. When 
you put the grant with 
what we already had, we 
could do a bigger project,” 
he said. 

Having the playground 
equipment accessible to 
everyone, including those 
with physical disabilities, 
is a requirement for park 
expansion in the region, 
but the requirements fit in 
perfectly with what the Li-
ons wanted to accomplish. 

The project cost just over 

$60,000 for the equipment 
and the installation, and 
along with the grant from 
the Kitchener and Water-
loo Community Founda-
tion, money from the 2015 
Tree of Light fundraising 
campaign and proceeds 
from the Lions` Tuesday 
night bingo went to the 
project. 

Picking the specific 
equipment to go in the 
park and perfectly suit the 
children in St. Clements 
and the surrounding com-

munities wasn’t easy for 
the Lions. A great deal of 
research went into making 
the final choices. 

“We visited the play-
ground in Elmira, we 
visited the playground in 
Wellesley and Joe actually 
spent a weekend at a soc-
cer tournament in Welles-
ley looking at the equip-
ment that was being used,” 
said Paul Marshall, Lions 
Club member and chair of 
the playground commit-
tee, adding that the plans 

changed along the way.
“This wasn’t the original 

setup. And when we talked 
to the people who made 
the equipment, they said 
this set up was the new 
thing for the kids, rather 
than having a static piece 
of equipment.”

The equipment that 
the club chose reflects 
the idea that kids can be 
creative. Marshall says 
those who play on the new 
playground will be able to 
climb all over it, hang off it 
and get their whole family 
on a saucer swing. 

The Paradise and Dis-
trict Lions Club will be 
hosting an open house on 
June 23 to introduce the 
community to the new 
facility. Brick says there 
will be a barbecue, face 
painting, balloons and a 
chance for the community 
to give some feedback with 
the equipment. The play-
ground will be open for the 
public after the wood chips 
are laid down on June 16.

“We will be doing a bit 
of a survey, not only to 
see what the community 
thinks, but to see if they 
like the setup,” said Brick. 
“Then we may be able to 
get more grant money and 
expand even more. Who 
knows?”

The open house starts at 
6 p.m. next Thursday and 
everyone is invited. 

Paul Marshall and Joe Brick of the Paradise and District Lions Club pose with the new accessible playground next to the St. Clements Community Centre. The new playground will be open 
for kids this Friday, with an open house slated for June 23 at 6 p.m. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Recipients of proceeds from the 2015 Elmira Maple Syrup Festival gathered in Elmira June 9 to receive cheques from planning committee chair Drew McGovern. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

lion campaign, as opposed 
to the thing that we kicked 
off in the fall. Towards that 
$3.1 million – and that’s on 
the donation side of things 
– we’re at about $2 million 
right now that we have 
raised through donations 
or pledges. We are hopeful 
that once the big equip-
ment is in there and people 
see the foundation and the 
building rising up out of the 
ground the folks that have 
been waiting to see if it’s ac-
tually going to happen will 
get excited about it again,” 
Driedger said.

Everyone is welcome to 
participate and you can 
register on Saturday morn-
ing at Elmira Mennonite 
Church or online at www.
mennohomes.com. Reg-
istration begins at 9 a.m., 
with a 9:30 a.m. departure 
time.

BIKE-A-THON: 
Hitting the 
roads Saturday
FROM | 3

Community groups receive $50,000 from 
the proceeds of Elmira Maple Syrup Festival 

LIZ BEVAN

THIS YEAR’S ITERATION 
OF the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival reached its de-
nouement last week with 
the distribution of pro-
ceeds to a variety of com-
munity groups.

Some $50,000 was div-
vied up as recipients and 
volunteers gathered June 9 
in Elmira. 

Each year’s proceeds 
depends on the success of 
festival day – good weather 
brings the people out, 
while the inclement kind 
keeps ‘em home – but the 
EMSF committee also do-
nated more than $1.5 mil-
lion in its 50-year history.

Women’s Crisis Services 
of Waterloo Region was just 
one of the recipients, and 
Kourtney Beckman, the 
group’s fund development 
manager, was on hand 
to share what the money 
means to the abused 
women and children in the 
region. 

“This is wonderful. We 
don’t ever expect a dona-
tion, but it is a wonderful 
thing,” she shared. “The 
Women’s Crisis Services is 
the only shelter of its kind 
in Waterloo Region. We are 
the shelter for women and 
children, and we are build-
ing a bigger shelter, un-
fortunately. Abuse is a big 

problem, and our region 
is growing so much, and 
as that grows, so does the 
problem of abuse. Every 
day we have between 70 
and 75 people staying with 
us in the shelter, and half 
of those are children. The 
only way we can keep our 
doors open is through this 
kind of support, so thank 
you.”

Christina Proctor attend-
ed and accepted a check on 
behalf of Strong Start – a 
school program helping 
kids with literacy issues. 
The money given to the 
organization will benefit 
students right in Woolwich 
Township.

“In Woolwich specifi-

cally, we are running our 
programs at every school 
in the township. We train 
volunteers to go into 
schools and spend time 
one-on-one with children 
just to give them that liter-
ary boost. It is all fun and 
activity games, so right 
now, we are serving over 
100 children with 50 volun-
teers. We are also helping 
about 25 preschoolers get 
that strong start in school 
and in life,” she said. “This 
will go directly to the chil-
dren in our community to 
learn how to read, so thank 
you.”

Festival chair Drew Mc-
Govern had a few words to 
say about the donations.

“For those that don’t 
know, we don’t put the fes-
tival on to make money,” 
he told the crowd. “We 
have community groups 
like the Scouts and the 
Guides who rely on this 
money and fundraising, 
so we are more than happy 
to hand it out. Luckily for 
the last few years, we have 
made a bit of money. Even 
though the festival is a 
one-day deal, it takes 26 
people to put that on and 
leading up to it, there is 
a lot of work, and a lot of 
planning and somehow we 
seem to manage it every 
year.”

For now, maple syrup 
lovers will have to wait 

until Apr. 1, 2017 for next 
year’s festival. 

For a full list of donation 
recipients, visit the festival 
website at www.elmira-
maplesyrup.com.
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IN ORDER TO BE useful and, thus, attract rid-
ers, public transit has to be some combination of 
faster, more convenient and cheaper than mak-
ing the trip by car. By that standard, transit in 
Waterloo Region fails on every count. 

That’s not unique to the region – every transit system loses 
money, requiring subsidies from public coffers (i.e. every tax-
payer). In fact, for most of the larger transit systems in North 
America, ridership and revenues have fallen in recent years, 
even in cities where large sums have been spent on expansion 
– say, for instance, on light rail transit.

In the region, the LRT is being built despite the poor busi-
ness case – it’s the smallest municipality to undertake such a 
project, with already low participation rates – which doesn’t 
bode well for bucking a universal trend.

Given that few will ride it, people won’t forego their cars 
and the headaches are already legion, the LRT scheme was, is 
and will continue to be a bad investment.

The same is not true, however, for GO Transit train ser-
vice linking the region to Toronto. That line was front and 
center again this week, with the provincial Liberals trotting 
out some of the same tired announcements about funding 
an expansion. There was some progress, namely Metrolinx’s 
agreement-in-principle with CN that will allow GO Regional 
Express Rail to be built along the Kitchener GO corridor. Ad-
ditions will also be made to the schedule, though nothing like 
the all-day, two-way service that’s been promised for years.

The GO Transit services, trains and buses, remain fairly 
lightly used, largely because they fail to meet the all-impor-
tant criteria of fast, convenient and cheap. There is hope that 
improvements could change that situation, however, unlike 
the LRT boondoggle.

Even the GO train isn’t faster than driving most of the time. 
It can be more convenient, depending on a commuter’s des-
tination. Cheaper? Barring outrageous parking fees, anything 
government-run or regulated just now won’t ever be cost 
effective. Real efforts will have to be made to speed up the 
service and to price it attractively enough to lure not just daily 
commuters, but for a family making a jaunt to see a Blue Jays 
game, for example. 

Imagine, if you will, travelling from the region to Union 
Station in Toronto in, say, 45 minutes (hardly high speed) for 
a fraction of the price of gas and parking, and without any of 
the delays and stress of driving on the 401. That’s a service 
that would prompt many to leave their cars at home.

Nothing like that has seeped into the worst nightmares of 
transit planners now dropping crumbs instead of something 
the public would actually embrace, to the consternation of 
critics.

Even a consortium of organizations including regional 
chambers of commerce, the Innovation Corridor Region 
Working Group, gave a lukewarm reception to this week’s an-
nouncement. It’s pushing for greater economic links along the 
stretch between the GTA and Waterloo Region, looking to en-
courage the creation of something akin to Silicon Valley. The 
group has called for hundreds of millions in GO train spend-
ing, and notes this week’s Wynne government announcement 
is only a first step of many. 

We should be sceptical about every project that promises 
to boost the economy and create jobs – every government 
announcement makes that claim, most of them without 
merit – but better GO train service has this much going for it:  
A quick, convenient and cheap rail link to Toronto would do 
everything that the region’s LRT scheme most certainly will 
not: draw riders, reduce congestion and promote transit.

Making GO train 
actually useful 
might help transit

“IF WE DO NOT get tough 
and smart real fast, we 
are not going to have a 
country anymore,” said 
Donald Trump after the 
massacre in the Pulse 
nightclub in Orlando early 
Sunday morning, and The 
Donald never exagger-
ates. The United States is 
a very fragile entity, only 
two-and-a-bit centuries 
old. One more attack like 
Orlando – fifty dead and 
fifty-three wounded – and 
it’s finished.

No? That’s not what 
Trump meant? Then how 
many Orlandos would it 
take to destroy the United 
States? One a month?

That wouldn’t really do 
it either, because on aver-
age around two hundred 
Americans are killed and 
wounded in mass shoot-
ings every month. It’s been 
going on for many years, 
and the United States is 
still there.

Last year 374 mass shoot-
ings – defined as a shooting 
that kills or wounds four 
or more people – killed 475 

Is Orlando shooting the end of the United States?
Americans and wounded 
1,870. The media go into 
a feeding frenzy when-
ever the number killed in 
a single incident reaches a 
dozen or so, but it doesn’t 
last long.

The politicians offer 
their “thoughts and prayers 
for the victims and their 
loved ones,” and every-
body carries on as before. 
After all, 200 killed and 
wounded a month in mass 
shootings isn’t all that big 
a number in a population 
of 325 million, and any-
way trying to bring in gun 
control is not worth the 
political effort. It has been 
tried repeatedly, and it just 
doesn’t work.

Indeed, the National 
Rifle Association may be 
right in insisting that the 
problem is not guns but 
Americans. (Their slogan 
is actually “Guns don’t kill 
people; people kill people,” 
but we all know which peo-
ple they are talking about.) 

Firearms are also widely 
available in Canada, but 
the Canadian gun murder 
rate is eight times lower. 
Even in countries where 
assault weapons are widely 
available (like Switzerland 
and Israel, where military 
reservists keep their weap-

ons at home), the firearms-
related death rate is less 
than a third of the Ameri-
can rate, and mass shoot-
ing are very rare.

“Violence is as American 
as cherry pie,” as H. Rap 
Brown once put it, and on 
the whole Americans have 
just decided to live with 
it. That’s not an entirely 
unreasonable decision, 
because changing a whole 
culture is hard, slow, un-
certain work, and 13,286 
gun deaths per year (in-
cluding massacres, one-on-
one killings, suicides and 
accidents) is only one in 
every 25,000 Americans.

But what about terror-
ism? That’s a real threat, 
isn’t it? The aforesaid Don-
ald Trump even tweeted 
that President Obama 
should resign immediately 
in disgrace if he didn’t say 
the words “radical Islamic 
terrorism” out loud. But it’s 
not even clear yet if that’s 
what the Orlando horror 
was really about.

It’s true that the Orlando 
shooter, 29-year-old Omar 
Mateen, was born in New 
York to Afghan immigrant 
parents who raised him as 
a Muslim, but his ex-wife 
says that he wasn’t very in-
terested in Islam. Maybe he 

changed after she left (he 
used to beat her up a lot), 
but his father says that the 
trigger for his killing spree 
was seeing two gay men 
kissing in public in Miami.

On the other hand, there 
are reports that he called 
911 (the emergency ser-
vices) to declare his alle-
giance to Islamic State just 
before he started shooting, 
and some witnesses say he 
shouted “Allahu Akbar” 
(God is great!) as he was 
killing people.

Even if true, this doesn’t 
mean that Mateen was 
acting on Islamic State’s 
orders. IS websites do NOT 
encourage potential sup-
porters to phone head of-
fice for instructions before 
going out to commit terror-
ist acts. Just go and do it, 
that’s all.

But it may also be that 
Mateen was acting out of a 
so-called “gay panic” – an 
extreme reaction to displays 
of gay affection, generally 
because the person is des-
perately suppressing such 
desires in himself. In that 
case, the whole “Islamic” 
thing would have been just 
a cover for his real motive, 
which he wanted to conceal.

DYER | 10

For Father’s Day, more than a few dads will have a different take on going “out” for dinner than what is likely to transpire on Sunday.
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A leisurely summer is increasingly a thing of the past

SUMMER OFFICIALLY AR-
RIVES NEXT week. The end 
of school will soon follow. 
Ideally, we’re heading into 
a more relaxed time, with 
plenty of leisure time for 
all.

Dream on.
Instead, studies have 

shown we’re feeling more 
crunched for time than 
ever before.

The 24/7 world has more 
of us working outside tra-
ditional hours, plugging in 
electronically to the work-
place and spending less 
of what free time we have 
engaged in physical or cul-
tural pursuits.

As individuals and as 
a society, we are paying a 
steep price for this time 
crunch. We’re less healthy, 
both physically and men-
tally. We have less time 
for personal pleasures. 
And we’re more dissatis-
fied with the quality of our 
lives.

Kids, too, are feeling the 
crunch. Family time suffers 
as parents work evenings, 

weekends and rotating 
shifts. Only 35 per cent of 
teens 15 to 17 years of age, 
for instance, sit down to a 
meal with their parents on 
any given day, down dra-
matically from 64 per cent 
in 1992.

Children’s extracur-
ricular time is increasingly 
regimented – driven from 
school to soccer practice to 
music lessons. More often 
than not, however, they’re 
wiling away the time in 
front of the TV or playing 
video games. 

There’s much less infor-
mal playtime – increas-
ingly paranoid parents 
insist on supervising their 
children’s activities. This in 
turn leads to the adults be-
ing yet more harried, and 
to kids being less active.

On the upside, time 
spent in organized, extra-
curricular activities such 
as sports, music, art and 
dance is beneficial for both 
children and adolescents. 
They have higher verbal 
scores, better academic 
success, improved social 
skills and mental health 
outcomes, and are gen-
erally less likely to use 
substances such as drugs, 
alcohol or tobacco than 

non-participants.
Physical activity is im-

portant to quality of life, 
and we’re getting less of 
each. Between 1998 and 
2005, for instance, time 
spent on social leisure 
activities dropped from 15 
per cent to 12. That number 
seems likely to continue its 
downward trajectory.

One factor contributing 
to that trend is the rising 
cost of leisure activities. 
From professional sport-
ing events and concerts to 
entrance fees for national 
parks, prices are going 
up – we’re spending more 
money, but fewer of us are 
partaking.

Research shows that 
families, especially those 
with lower incomes, value 
easily accessible, cheap 
or free resources such as 
park space, where family 
members can do things 
together on an informal 
basis. While governments 
have shown some empha-
sis on that front, most have 
introduced new fees and 
raised existing ones on a 
host of recreational and 
leisure services, as anyone 
involved in Woolwich mi-
nor sports can attest to.

Those fees are just an-

other barrier to our wellbe-
ing.

In the bigger picture, it’s 
our way of life that really 
has us behind the eight 
ball. We want more, and we 
want getting it to be con-
venient. That comes with a 
price to society as a whole.

Coupled with the recent-
ly-documented problems 
of our economic system, 
that is unfettered capital-
ism, our wellbeing has suf-
fered accordingly.

There’s a greater de-
mand by consumers for 
services in the evenings, 
weekends and holidays. 
This demand has been 
met by increasingly loose 
government regulations 
(e.g., opening hours for 
retailers on Sunday). As a 
result, a higher proportion 
of adults are working non-
standard hours. There has 
also been an increase in 
the proportion of working 
adults engaged in precari-
ous work (e.g., temporary 
contracts with limited or 
no employee benefits, job 
insecurity, short tenure, 
and low wages).

Even vacations stress us 
out, as a new poll commis-
sioned by a staffing agency 
reveals – they’d surely pre-

fer more workers took holi-
days, with the load picked 
up by temps, perhaps.

The survey found more 
than half of Canadian pro-
fessionals (52 per cent) feel 
they don’t have enough 
vacation time, and aren’t 
reaping the full benefits of 
the time off they do have. 
Some 36 per cent said they 
were worried about their 
colleagues absorbing their 
workload and 38 per cent 
said they were concerned 
about the amount of work 
that would await them 
when they returned. In-
dicative of our plugged-in 
world, 36 per cent of work-
ers admitted to checking in 
with the office at least once 
or twice a week while on 
vacation.

Under the modern in-
fluence, we’ve become 
short-term thinkers: the 
next purchase, the next 
paycheque, the next bit of 
pleasure. Just as that kind 
of thinking has crippled 
our economy – think about 
all the companies using 
today’s stock price, this 
quarter’s numbers as an ex-
cuse to downsize or move 
offshore, not to mention 
the scams and financial 
shortcuts – it trickles down 

into our everyday lives.
The good news is that 

there are some people 
starting to challenge some 
decades-old assumptions 
about how we organize 
our society. Just as the 
environmental movement, 
for instance, started with 
a few voices in the wilder-
ness and gradually grew to 
become mainstream think-
ing, so too can we hope 
for improvements in our 
lifestyles that might yield 
more leisure time. The 
need for such changes is 
reflected in recent quality 
of life reports, which both 
chronicle our current state 
and call for improvements.

Common themes point 
to the need for family-
friendly policies for all 
workers and supports 
for seniors. It’s time to 
modernize Canada’s 
work and social policies. 
Family-friendly work poli-
cies would include more 
flex-time, job sharing, bet-
ter parental and eldercare 
leave benefits, better vaca-
tion benefits and a shorter 
work week.

Still mostly utopian, that 
goal is nonetheless worth 

What would you like to do on Father’s Day?

“Sleep in with a breakfast of waffles, fruit, whipped 
cream and coffee served. Also, seeing the Leafs win 
the cup next year.”

 » Derek Stoltz

“Get to sleep in and not do any work.”

 » Ben Samuell

“Hang out at the cottage with my family.”

 » Kevin Sealy

“Play golf with my three boys while my loving wife 
makes a bocconcini salad. Also, sit on the couch and 
watch the Blue Jays.”

 » John Keating

“Have breakfast in bed and sleep in, and of course, 
sports with my kids.”

 » Erik Abayof

“It shouldn’t make much difference to the public or the politicians either, because Mateen is just one more mass murderer among hundreds ...” Gwynne Dyer | 8

KANNON | 10
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Shooter just another 
mass murderer among many
FROM | 8

 » The Progressive Economics Forum

8 Snyder Ave. N., Elmira, ON  |  519.669.4111
www.chartwell.com

CHARTWELL ELMIRA 
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

ALL ARE WELCOME 
THURSDAY JUNE 23RD

2:00PM - 4:00PM & 7:00PM - 9:00PM

• TEA ROOM
• BAKE SALE

(Use either 8 Snyder Ave or 11 Herbert St. Entrance)

ENTERTAINMENT BY:
DIANNE & ELAYNE AT 7PM

• WHITE ELEPHANT TABLE
• QUILT TICKETS

519-669-0237

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

Basics Beauty

Tuesdays 10am – 8:00pmWednesdays 10am – 8:00pmSaturdays 9am – 2:00pm

Tuesdays 10am – 8:00pmWednesdays

Manicures 
 Pedicures 
  Waxing 
   Lash Lifts

 Pedicures  Pedicures 
  Waxing   Waxing   Waxing 
    Lash Lifts

Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures Manicures 

We’ll know more later, 
but we may never know 
his motives for certain. It 
doesn’t much matter: peo-
ple commit massacres for 
all sorts of bizarre reasons, 
and it makes no difference 
to the victims which par-
ticular one is driving them.

It shouldn’t make much 
difference to the public 
or the politicians either, 
because Mateen is just 
one more mass murderer 
among hundreds, very 
few of whom are Muslims. 
Donald Trump (and some 
other people) will be push-

ing the “terrorism” but-
ton as hard as they can, 
in the hope that they can 
fool people into backing 
extreme solutions to what 
is really a very small prob-
lem, but that is just cynical 
self-interest.

So what should happen? 
Nothing much, really. The 
U.S. will go on living with 
the occasional mass mur-
der because the culture is 
too hard to change. And 
terrorism  – whether this 
particular event was terror-
ism or not – will continue 
to be one of the (relatively 
minor) costs of doing busi-
ness in the 21st century.

There were 1,253,000 workers earning minimum wage or less in 
2015 (many provinces have exceptions or lower wages for students 
or alcohol servers). In 2015 about 25% of all workers in Canada 
made $15/hr or less. That’s more than 4 million workers.

 » NDP sports critic Paul Miller demanded answers from Kathleen Wynne about 
wiped hard drives from TO 2015, and $342 million in overspending on the PanAm and 
ParaPanAm games, including more than $5 million in executive bonuses.

“This Liberal government does not get the benefit of the doubt 
on the wiping of hard drives. After the gas plant scandal, after a 
damning report by the Information and Privacy Commissioner, 
and after an OPP criminal investigation for wiping information, 
the Premier said the Liberals had learned their lessons. 
Apparently they are back to their same bad habits.”

 » From the June 19, 2004 edition of The Observer

Operations at Elmira’s Crompton Co. (now Chemtura) were 
suspended as investigators scrambled to determine the cause of a 
fire June 11 at the Erb Street facility. Billowing black smoke virtually 
covered the sky over Elmira after a wastewater storage tank, 
containing the solvent nonene, erupted into flames with explosive 
force. The fire broke out in the system’s initial storage tank, where 
a layer of petroleum-based waste floated atop the water.

Open House for
 Seniors Month   

June 28th

Refreshments provided 

Open House for
Seniors Month   

Refreshments provided 

519-669-5044  |  www.woolwichseniors.ca

Located in the 

UPCOMING EVENTS

OOLWICH SENIORS ASSOCIATION

Come join in 
    the friendship 

and Fun!

June 22nd

10:00am
Nordic Pole Walking 
Group Starting 

Floor Curling 
Starts

June 22nd

10:30am

10:00am-12:00pm

Woolwich Memorial Center

pursuing. The first step, 
however, requires that 
we recognize the need to 
change course.

With the economy and 
quality of life going south 

KANNON: Reclaiming some 
leisure time is a good start
FROM | 9 more often than Canadian 

travellers – the loonie be-
ing where it is – our woes 
aren’t going to be solved by 
a few more days of summer 
vacation and some ham-
mock time, but it’s not a 
bad place to start.
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SPORTS
SWIMMING / GOING THE DISTANCE

WMC pool a 
training ground 
for Lake Ontario 
challenge

GALEA | 13

OPEN
COUNTRY

Allowing 
others to 
take pride 
in mastery

DID YOU KNOW THAT 
there is an annual grave-
digging competition in 
Hungary run by members 
of that country’s under-
taker’s association? If you 
knew this already, two 
things are certain. First, 
you’re the person I want on 
my team during any Trivial 
Pursuit tournament. Sec-
ond, Hungary’s tourism 
department has got a lot of 
work to do.

The competition I’m 
speaking of essentially 
determines which team of 
two undertakers can dig 
a regulation-sized grave, 
with shovels, in the fastest 
time. Points are given for 
aesthetics too. 

Winners of the competi-
tion then advance to the 
Internationals, where the 
best grave diggers from 
Poland, Slovakia and Hun-
gary compete for the pres-
tigious title of World’s Best 
Grave Digger. 

A spokesman for the 
Hungarian Undertaker’s 
Association said the com-
petition allows them to 
demonstrate their pride in 
workmanship and helps 
lure young people into the 
profession – because as we 
all know there’s nothing 
young people love more 
than the thought of toiling 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

Tom Bartlett will attempt to swim across Lake Ontario, starting on Aug. 10 and finishing on Aug. 11, his 70th birthday. He’s been practicing at the WMC in Elmira since 2014. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

My Services:

Acquire Wise Counsel
Whether you’re facing a specific legal issue or 
have questions that only a lawyer can properly 
answer, I am here to help. I work hard to support 
you no matter the situation at hand.

(519) 669-1736   scottgraingerlaw.ca

Criminal Law
Real Estate
Wills & Estates
Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Acquire Wise CounselAcquire Wise CounselAcquire Wise Counsel

Serving Waterloo Region, Wellington and Perth County for Over 20 Years

SCOTT GRAINGER LAW

7223 3rd Line RR4, Elmira 
(10min. West of Elmira)

519-669-8583
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Contact:  MAYNARD 

Come in and see our 
large selection of instock:

Shade Trees • Flowering Trees
Ornamental Flowering Shrubs
Fruit Trees • Hedges • Roses

TOM BARTLETT DOESN’T 
PLAN to kick back, open 
presents and eat some cake 
on his birthday this year.

Instead, he’s hoping to 
break the record to become 
the oldest person to swim 
across Lake Ontario. He 
turns 70 on Aug. 11 and has 
been training for the longest 
swim of his life since 2014.

The Kitchener resident 
swims three times a week 
at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre in Elmira. 

Attempting to set a new 
record isn’t driven by self-
ish desires though. Along 
the way he’s raising money 
for the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation, with a goal of 
$100,000.

Bartlett grew up swim-
ming in the pool at the end 
of his street in Galt. He 
distinctly remembers when 
Marilyn Bell swam across 
Lake Ontario – though just 
nine years old at the time, 

Kitchener man training at Elmira facility hopes to 
become the oldest person to swim across the lake

WHITNEY NEILSON he thought he’d like to do 
the same one day.

“I went to school, got a 
job, had a family, and then 
two years ago in August 
... my birthday in 2014, I 
decided I’m going to try 
and swim across Lake On-
tario. I chose the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation because 
I’ve got three brothers that 
have had open heart sur-
geries and they’ve all sur-
vived,” Bartlett said.

He’s hoping the money 
raised will be able to help 
children who need an op-
eration, medicine, or as-
sistance through the Heart 
and Stroke Foundation. 

Bartlett was assigned a 
swim master, John Scott, 
through Solo Swim On-
tario, to be his go-to person 
when he has questions 
about the swim. Solo Swim 
Ontario is the only organi-
zation sanctioned to assist 
swimmers across Lake On-
tario. It was created in 1976 
when someone drowned 

trying to swim across.
He’s one of four swimmers 

attempting to swim across 
Lake Ontario this year.

“I’ve been training for two 
years here and I do six miles 
every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday in three hours. 
It’s a mile every 30 minutes 
approximately. The pool’s 
been very good. The life-
guards have been excellent, 
keeping that lane free for 
me as much as they can,” 
Bartlett said.

Training in Elmira made 
sense because he had been 
coaching the adult fitness 
and triathlon swimming 
program at the WMC in 
2014 when he decided he 
wanted to start training for 
the Lake Ontario trek. He 
has more than 40 years of 
competitive swimming and 
coaching experience.

Rob Taylor’s taken over 
in his place and Bartlett 
hopes to go back to coach-
ing after he’s done this. 

He keeps a log of all 

the miles he’s swam, as 
required by Solo Swim On-
tario. He’s also been doing 
a bit of weight training and 
eating a healthy diet with 
some high protein and car-
bohydrate drinks.

Swimming across Lake 
Ontario equals roughly 50 
kilometres, but it depends 
where you begin and end, 
ranging from 45.3 to 53.4 
kilometres.

He will be doing a compul-
sory 10-mile swim on Lake 
Erie in the first week of July.

“I started swimming 
outside last summer when 
the water was half decently 
warm. My son, Malcolm, 
he’s got a cottage up in 
Thornbury. We’ve got a 
boat, so I swim beside him. 
I’ll go up and down the 
coastline, 10, 15 miles at a 
time. And that’s what I’ll 
be doing shortly, as soon 
as I can get in the water. I 
started last week and I did 
six miles open water swim-
ming,” Bartlett said.

He expects to be doing 
more open water swim-
ming this weekend because 
swimming in a pool is noth-
ing like swimming through 
open, unpredictable water. 

“There’s a big transition. 
This here is like walking 
on a table top, whereas 
swimming in open water is 
like walking on a ploughed 
field and that’s about what 
you can compare it to. Un-
less the conditions are per-
fect and the lake is as calm 
as the pool, but it doesn’t 
last,” Bartlett said.

Preparing for the cold 
water is his biggest concern 
though. He’s been advised 
to get in cold open water as 
much as possible and even 
take cold showers to build 
up his tolerance. He expects 
the lake will only be in the 
60-degree range, maybe 70 
if there’s lots of hot weather.

“Depending on the 
weather I might be start-

SWIMMER | 12
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2014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CREW PLUS
Leather seating with 2nd & 3rd row Stow-n-go,heated 
seats and heated steering wheel,Navigation,back-up 
camera,safety sphere group,Bluetooth,power sliding 
doors and liftgate and more.Finished in maximum 
steel. Has 82,200 kilometers.$21,995.

149
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 RAM 1500 SLT CREW CAB 4X4
One owner trade-in with only 46,200 kilometers. Crew 
cab with 6 passenger capacity. Economical 3.6 liter V6 
engine with 8-speed automatic trans., Bluetooth/ 
Uconnect, alloy wheels, luxury group and more. 
Finished in deep cherry red.$31,995.

217
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2009 CHRYSLER SEBRING CONVERTIBLE
Convertible with cloth top. Bought from us new. Nicely 
equipped with heated leather seats, power driver’s 
seat, auto-start, fog lights, alloy wheels and more. 
Only 81,300 kilometers. Finished in red. $11,995.

131
48 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 RAM 1500 SPORT CREW CAB 4X4
One owner trade-in. Sport trim with Navigation, 
back-up camera, keyless proximity, trailer brake 
control, 8.4 inch media center with Bluetooth and 
Uconnect and much more. Finished in deep cherry red. 
Only 67,300 kilometers. $33,995.

230
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2012 CHRYSLER 200 LX SEDAN
Low kilometer trade-in with Chrysler Canada Gold Plan 
extended warranty. Has air conditioning, power 
windows/locks/mirrors and more. Finished in medium 
grey. Only 63,300 km. $11,995.

108
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

169
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2013 DODGE JOURNEY CREW
7 passenger seating, V6 engine, rear seat video group, 
heated seats and steering wheel, rear climate, rear 
back-up camera, Bluetooth and more. Finished in White, 
only 40,400km. $21,995.

2013 RAM 1500 CREW CAB 4X4
Very low kilometers with Hemi engine,Outdoorsman 
package,heated seats and steering wheel,remote 
start,Uconnect 8.4 media,Bluetooth,rear back-up camera 
and more.Finished in black / grey.Only 31,600 km. $34,995.

269
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$169
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

FINANCING
Some conditions apply, see dealer for details.

ACROSS OUR 2016 LINE-UP!

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE NORTH
Has only 30,900 kilometers. North edition equipped 
with V6 engine, 9 speed automatic transmission, 
heated cloth seats and heated steering wheel, remote 
start, 8.4 Uconnect with Bluetooth and much more. 
Finished in Billet metallic. $24,995.
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2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, just before Florapine Road | 519-669-3154 | M-F 9-6 • Sat 8-5 

THIS WEEK’S FEATURE

2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 

Visit Our Market!
Fresh Picked
Strawberries /L$4.99
COME IN FOR YOURS TODAY!

FRESH OVEN BAKED PIES AVAILABLE THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATRUDAY 

ing at 8 o’clock at night 
and swimming all night 
and then when the sun 
comes up it’s a little more 
encouraging. You get a 
little warmer and then 
the last part of your swim 
is hopefully a little easier 
because of the tempera-
ture. But as the sun comes 
up the waves get bigger, 
so at nighttime you get as 
much distance as you can 
through the water across 
the lake,” Bartlett said.

His family and friends 
have all been supportive of 
his decision, with friends 
from way back sending him 
messages of encourage-
ment, which has helped 
edge him on.

The oldest person to 
successfully swim across 
Lake Ontario was Colleen 
Shields at 62 years old in 
August of 2014.

He’s hoping to complete 
the swim in under 20 
hours, but is preparing to 
do 24 hours or even lon-
ger. There will be plenty 
of people making the trip 
with him – albeit by boat – 
to make sure he’s safe.

“We’re given a pill, it’s 
a little computer and we 
have to take it four hours 
before we swim. So it goes 
to our stomach and then 
they have a little monitor 
on the boat and you swim 
up to it and they just go 
over your stomach and 
they take your core temper-
ature and they can let you 

know whether or not you’re 
going into certain degrees 
of hypothermia,” Bartlett 
explained.

Bartlett is still looking 
for a powerboat to assist 
with the swim, which 
needs to be at least 30-feet 
long. It will follow him off 
to the side.

He’s got a 40-foot sail-
boat lined up to sail in 
front of him, which is 
compulsory. Then there 
will be two Zodiac inflat-
able boats, one on either 
side of him with his coach 
and swim master in one 
to monitor his health. His 
son Malcolm is acting as 
coach and will have to feed 
him every 35 to 45 min-
utes. The other Zodiac will 
be running back and forth 
to the sailboat or the pow-
erboat. The powerboat will 
have all the food, safety 
equipment, and medical 
personnel on it.

He thanks the WMC staff 
who’ve made it possible for 
him to train at the pool and 
all those who have gener-
ously donated so far.

He’s received a total of 
$24,000 in pledges thus far.

To follow his journey or 
to donate to his cause visit: 
swimforyourheart.wix.
com/tombartlett.

SWIMMER: Making his final training push
before taking on crossing of Lake Ontario 
FROM | 11

• Renovations

• Additions

• Agricultural

• Roof Reshingling

• Custom Framing

• Decks & Fences

Jordan Mohle
(519) 504-1837
mohleconstruction@gmail.com
Mohlecrest.ca
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endlessly with shovel and 
pick.

I’m going to be honest, 
there’s something I really 
admire about this. For one 
thing this grave-digging 
competition shows Eu-
ropean craftsmanship is, 
ironically, not dead. And, 
despite what you might 
have read in this column 
over the years, I have al-
ways been a huge believer 
in having pride in your 

work.
Honestly, I think we 

could all learn a thing of 
two from this. 

And this is why I’m an-
nouncing the Canadian 
National Handyman Com-
petition. 

I’m still working out 
details, but the time will 
be the day before the bass 
opener. The location will 
be at my home.

Here are some of the 
events I have in mind.

The shed takedown and 

build is a two-part com-
petition in which teams of 
competitors will take down 
and dispose of my old shed 
and replace it with a newly 
built one twice as large. It 
should include room for 
lots of decoys, ice fishing 
gear waders and outboards 
that are currently not al-
lowed in the house. Oh, 
it should also house a 
comfortable cot as well as 
secret fishing rod rack.

Shed organization is the 
second competition. In 

it, competitors enter the 
bonus round and receive 
even more points for or-
ganizing all my hunting 
and fishing stuff inside the 
shed. Snow tire piling tech-
nique is also judged.

The lawn care and 
landscaping event allows 
competitors to vie for the 
coveted title of Landscape 
Expert. First, they’ll mow 
the lawn, and then dem-
onstrate their skill with a 
weed whacker. And after 
that, they’ll move rocks to 

create the rock garden my 
better half always wanted. 

Lastly, there’s the tiling 
and painting the kitchen 
portion. This is most im-
portant primarily because 
this task has been put off 
for two full duck seasons. 
Only the two finalist teams 
will have the honour to 
compete in this. The event 
will consist of ripping up 
and re-tiling the kitchen 
floor and then painting the 
walls and trim a colour yet 
to be determined. Addi-

tional marks will be given 
for exemplary cleanup and 
disposal.

The event runs from 9:30 
to 5 the day prior to bass 
season. You must be gone 
by five and sign nondisclo-
sure agreement to be eligi-
ble for the next event that 
will allow you to qualify for 
the nationals. 

Win at this first event 
and you will be asked to 
compete in the Rake and 
Pile competition, held here 
again in late October.

GALEA: Personally tailored competition will be rewarding, and not just for the contestants
FROM | 11

SENIORS’ WEEK IS HERE!
FROM JUNE 20-25 ALL SENIORS 55+

Visit us in store for all the newest men’s and women’s summer styles!
                Choose from brands including Joya, Fidelio, Cambrian, Vionic, and more!

* Valid on all in-stock, regular priced items only. Ad must be presented at time of purchase.
RECEIVE 10% OFF YOUR SHOE PURCHASE*

FOR YET ANOTHER YEAR, 
the Elmira District Sec-
ondary School girls’ slo-
pitch team has hit it out of 
the park. 

The team went up 
against rural rivals – and 
the only team to beat them 
in the regular season – Wa-
terloo-Oxford District Sec-
ondary School (WODSS) 
last Wednesday, vying for 
the top spot in the school 
district, swinging their 
way to a 9-6 victory.

The game didn’t go as 
planned, says head coach 
Adam Hiller, making the 
win that much sweeter. 

“It was a really strange 
game. Both teams were 
a little bit nervous going 
into it. It was windy, the 
pitchers were struggling 
a little bit with the wind 
and there were quite a 
few walks – on both sides, 
from our pitcher and their 
pitcher,” he said. 

The Lancers got off to 
a slow start, going three 
up, three down in the first. 
The second inning was a 
different story, however. 

“We actually hit the five-
run mercy rule in the sec-
ond inning. We got a big 
hit out of our short stop 
Jacquie Wideman,” said 
Hiller. “It would have been 
a grand slam, but her run 
didn’t count because of the 
five-run mercy rule, so it 
technically wasn’t a grand 
slam. We would have got-
ten six runs that inning.”

The girls held that mo-

EDSS girls end slo-pitch season in victory
Team takes district title in match against Waterloo-Oxford, which served up Lancers’ only regular season loss

LIZ BEVAN

mentum for the third in-
ning, scoring themselves 
four more runs. However, 
that would be all for the 
rest of the game. Hiller 
says he was surprised that 
the score wasn’t higher – 
on either side of the board. 

“We couldn’t get any-

thing going offensively, 
and a couple bad breaks 
here and there, and a cou-
ple of really strange double 
plays on both sides. It was 
a really weird game,” he 
said. “It was probably one 
of our worst games and 
their worst games – I know 

that Waterloo-Oxford is 
a really strong team and 
they are full of ball players, 
and neither team could get 
things going.”

The early runs saved the 
team, and clinched their 
win against the Wilmot-
based team. WODSS scored 

five runs after the scoreless 
first inning, but it wasn’t 
enough to overtake EDSS. 

Hiller says the girls were 
overwhelmed when they 
realized they won it all. At 
the beginning of the sea-
son, coaching staff weren’t 
sure how things were go-

ing to go after losing a few 
of their starting players to 
graduation last year. 

“It was great. The girls 
were super excited after 
they won. We won last year 
too, so we knew that we 
were capable of it, but Mr. 
Carter and I, we had a re-
ally strong team last year, 
and we lost about six of 
our starters to graduation, 
so we didn’t know what 
to expect with this group 
of girls,” he said. “We had 
some new players and so at 
the beginning of the year, 
we looked at who we had 
and said, ‘we have some 
talented players, but we 
aren’t sure where we are 
going to end up at the end 
of the year.’”

The team had some mid-
game pitching challenges, 
with starting pitcher Lau-
ren Quehl taking a break 
from the mound.

“Lauren has been 
awesome for us all year 
though. She has been our 
MVP. She got that award. 
She’s a really good hitter, 
and probably one of the 
best pitchers in the league, 
so we weren’t expecting to 
switch her out, but that’s 
just the way the game 
worked,” he said, add-
ing that the replacement 
pitcher, Jenna McGregor, 
got a chance to close out 
the game. “It allowed 
Jenna to shine after get-
ting through some of those 
innings. Jenna had an 
amazing game. We put in 

The EDSS girls’ slo-pitch team has won their season after defeating Waterloo-Oxford District Secondary School in game play last week with a score of 9-6. The Lancers won the title last year 
as well. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

SLO-PITCH | 14
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Serving Elmira and the Surrounding Communities Since 1993

WPT is committed to enhancing your mobility and function 
to optimize lifelong vitality, wellness and independence.

• Sport, work and motor vehicle related injuries
• Neck and back pain
• Arthritis management
• Post-surgical rehabilitation

• Exercise program prescription designed for 
your body and your goals

• Balance and gait retraining/falls prevention
• Custom Upper Extremity Splinting
• ADP walker assessment
• Community visits to your home

8 - 25 Industrial Dr., Elmira w w w.woolwichphysio.ca 519-669-2578

Assessment and treatment for a wide 
range of injuries and conditions including:

We Offer:

Waterloo Region
District School Board

The Waterloo Region District School Board (WRDSB) is 
accepting interest or questions related to Surplus Portable 
Sales.

The Surplus Portables will be sold “As is” “Where is” and the 
successful bidder will be required to remove the portable, 
remove all foundation supports and remediate the property to 
its original condition. Removal and site remediation must be 
completed no later than July 8, 2016.

The successful bidder will provide a certi�ed cheque or 
money order for the purchase price, a $10,000 damage 
deposit in the name of the WRDSB, and will be responsible 
for all appropriate permits, licenses, insurances, applicable 
taxes and will adhere to all governmental and WRDSB safety, 
security and regulations while working on the property.

There are approximately nine (9) Portables at various schools 
within the Waterloo Region. Interested parties may receive a 
listing of available portables, an asbestos audit, and 
additional information.

Surplus Portable Sales
PUBLIC NOTICE

Interested parties can forward questions by email to: 
procurementservices@wrdsb.on.ca

Jenna who hasn’t pitched 
much this year at all. She 
has pitched maybe three 
or four innings all season. 
She came in from left field, 
and it took her a little bit 
to figure it out again, but 
once she got it, she really 
attacked the strike zone.”

Overall, for both players 
and coaching staff, it was a 
memorable season.

SLO-PITCH: A memorable
season for all involved
FROM | 13 “It is really fun for us, 

coaching. The girls work 
really hard. They aren’t 
your typical ball play-
ers,” said Hiller. “Most of 
them don’t play outside 
of school, so they come 
out, they learn the rules, 
the proper way to play the 
positions, and it is really 
exciting to work with them 
and especially having this 
result. We are just really 
proud of them.”

The EDSS girls slo-pitch team won their season, finishing in the top spot after a hard-fought 
game against Waterloo-Oxford June 8. {LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

FOR THE THIRD TIME in 
as many games, Elmira’s 
Katie Harnock will be rep-
resenting Canada at the 
Summer Paralympics. 

Held every four years 
in the weeks after the 
Summer Olympics, the 
Paralympic Games are a 
multi-sport event that cel-
ebrates the adversity and 
diversity of athletes with a 
wide range of physical dis-
abilities. 

Harnock will be play-
ing for Team Canada on 
the wheelchair basketball 
team. She has played on 
the national team in both 
London in 2012, and in 
Beijing in 2008. When she 
found out she would be 
heading back to the in-
ternational competition, 
this year in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, she says she was 
ecstatic. 

“It felt fantastic. We had 
a prolonged selection pro-
cess this year due to shift-
ing criteria, so normally we 
find out a bit sooner than 
this, so I think a few people 
were just waiting for things 
to be finalized and get 
that we were going in writ-
ing and the teams finally 
picked,” she said of the 
process. “It is going to my 
third time and it is going to 
be amazing.”

In preparation for the 
games, Harnock says she 
and her teammates are 

Elmira’s Katie Harnock headed 
to Rio for Paralympic Games
Third Games as member of the Team Canada’s wheelchair basketball team

LIZ BEVAN spending almost all of their 
time on the court, trying to 
get that much better and 
ready to face teams from 
around the world. The 
team just returned from a 
tournament in Denver, and 
after the break, will be back 
in training.

“It is busy. We have a 
couple of days off right 
now, but then we are back 
training two or three times 
a day, all of us. This is sort 
of the final stretch to get 
us over the line for late-
August. We have another 
European trip where we 
are going to play against 
some good teams. We are 
very busy right now, but 
the closer you get to the 
games, the more exciting it 
becomes.”

Having been to the 
games and seeing all the 
pomp and circumstance 
around opening ceremo-
nies and game play, Har-
nock says she knows what 
she and her teammates 
are getting into when they 
arrive in Rio in Septem-
ber. Some of the first time 
attendees may be over-
whelmed, however.

“It is such an immense 
spectacle and it is com-
pletely unlike anything 
that we normally get to do. 
It helps, for me and a few of 
us who have been before, 
to know what to expect. 
We are doing our best,” 
she said. “It is difficult to 
explain it to some of the 

newer players. It is really 
something that you have 
to kind of go through to 
really understand. Going 
to the opening ceremonies, 
when you walk out, and 
there are 70,000 people. 
That is just something that 
not many people really get 
to experience, and even in 
the games. We will be play-
ing in front of many more 
people than what we are 
used to, so just things like 
that.”

Even though she is repre-
senting the whole country 
while in Rio, Harnock says 
she will be carrying the 
well-wishes of those in El-
mira with her to Brazil. The 
support she receives from 
her hometown is over-
whelming, she says, and 
even a bit unexpected.

“Elmira has been great 
to me since before I even 
played top level basketball. 
I train predominantly in 
Scarborough right now 
– they have a big facility 
there for us – but whenever 
I come back, to go to the 
grocery store or something, 
five or six people always 
stop me and ask me how 
things are going and how 
the training for Rio is go-
ing and things like that, so 
even with just our games 
and our competitions, I am 
always surprised at how 
many people are following 
along,” she said. “You get 
kind of lost in the compet-
ing and the training and 

working, you don’t really 
know that people are actu-
ally watching and eagerly 
awaiting what is going to 
happen. There is a huge 
amount of pride coming 
from a community when 
they know that they have 
sent an athlete to some-
thing like this.”

And advice for kids who 
want to make it to the big 
leagues? Just keep playing.

“You sort of get the im-
pression that kids think 
that it is really an immense 
and impossible thing that 
they can’t really reach. I 
think that they forget that 
when I first started I wasn’t 
that good. I wasn’t think-
ing about being on the 
national team one day and 
do all these things that I 
have been very fortunate to 
be able to do,” she said. “I 
just love playing, and you 
can see where it took me. I 
think that for kids today, It 
is just really understanding 
that it always starts just by 
playing. Enjoying it and 
going out and having fun. 
I used to play for hours 
in the driveway with my 
family and my friends and 
things like that. It doesn’t 
start as the big picture it is 
now.”

The Summer Paralympic 
Games start with opening 
ceremonies on Sept. 7, and 
run for 11 days. To follow 
along, visit the Paralym-
pics site at www.rio2016.
com/en/paralympics.
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*No purchase necessary. Contest runs May 20 - June 30, 2016. Residents of Canada (excluding NF, QC, Territories) over age of majority eligible. To enter and for full contest details, submit pet photo on petvalu.com/castingcall. Odds of winning 1 of the 13 spots in the 2017 Pet Valu Calendar depend on your score relative to others. 
Limit one (1) entry per pet, but you can earn one (1) more entry per pet using the “refer-a-friend” function – see rules for details at petvalu.com/castingcall. For every 5,000 entries received there will be a random draw for a chance to win one (1) $50 Pet Valu gift card. Odds of winning a gift card depend on the total number of eligible 
entries received at the time of the draw in question. Gift card winners will be chosen by random selection and mathematical skill-testing question must be correctly answered to win. † As our thanks for entering the Contest, all entrants will receive a one-time thank you coupon by email featuring a photo of their pet. The coupon will 
be will be worth $5 o� any purchase of $40 or more before tax. Valid at participating PET VALU stores in Canada. Based on regular priced merchandise. Cannot be combined with any other coupon o�er. Not valid for donations or gift card purchases. Coupon must be presented to cashier. Valid June 1-July 14, 2016.

315 Arthur Street South, Elmira | 519-669-1350
Mon-Fri 9-9 Sat 9-6 Sun 11-5

ENTER 

TODAY!

WIN*

 
A STARRING ROLE
IN PET VALU’S 2017 CALENDAR!

ENTER AT PETVALU.COM/CASTINGCALL

MAY 20 - JUNE 30

YOUR PET COULD

We’ll also send you a 

$5 COUPON 
o� your next purchase of $40 just for entering!†

ENTER 

TODAY!

OTIS
2016 CALENDAR COVER

20 TO 30% OFF

 40% OFFUP
TO

BRANDS INCLUDE
J. BRAXX, GALA, LOIS, TOMMY BAHAMA, 
CUTTER & BUCK, MODANGO, NAUTICA, 
HAGGAR, AND MANY OTHERS!

BY HORST, CASA MODA, LEO CHEVALIER, 
SERICA, POLIFRONI, RIVIERA, GALA, 
J. BRAXX, JACK VICTOR, S. COHEN

M E N ’ S  C L O T H I E R  |  1 8  -  2 4  A R T H U R  S T R E E T  S .  |  5 1 9 - 6 6 9 - 11 5 2
S T O R E  H O U R S :   T U E S  -  W E D  9 - 6
T H U R S  -  F R I  9 - 7   |   S A T U R D A Y  9 - 5

W.C.  BROWN AND SONS

SALE
SUMMER SUMMER SHORTS

THIS SEASON’S NEWEST

20 TO 30% OFF
BRANDS INCLUDE CASA MODA, BUGATCHI, TOMMY BAHAMA, 
NAUTICA, CUTTER & BUCK, MODANGO, LEO CHEVALIER, 

AND MANY MORE!

SALE
DENIM JEANS

STOREWIDE

20 TO 40% OFF
BRANDS INCLUDE LOIS, MODANGO, 34 HERITAGE, 

TOMMY BAHAMA, BLACK BULL

DESIGNER
CASUAL SHIRTS

20 TO 40% OFF25 TO 40% OFF BRANDS INCLUDE TOMMY BAHAMA, CASA MODA, 
MODANGO, NAUTICA

SUIT SALE
STOREWIDE

SIZES 38 to 54 | SHORT, REGULAR & TALL

BY BUGATCHI
LONG SLEEVE STYLES

ENTIRE IN-STOCK SELECTION BY
JACK VICTOR, S. COHEN, HORST

SUMMER
PANTS

BY MEYER, RIVIERA RED, GALA, MODANGO, 
CUTTER & BUCK, RIVIERA, LOIS, AND MANY MORE

SUMMER 
SHORT SLEEVE 

CASUAL SHIRTS

SUMMER 
SWIMWEAR

AND T-SHIRTS

 25% OFFUP
TO

 40% OFFUP
TO

SALE STARTS JUNE 17th

SPORTS JACKETS, BLAZERS, 
DRESS SLACKS, SHIRTS & TIES

S HO P  O N L INE:  BrownsMenswear.com
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NOW OPEN
U-PULL-IT

AUTO & METAL
RECYCLING

Auto and Metal Recyclers Inc. www.upullit.ca
39 Arthur St., N., ELMIRA 519-669-1666

CA$H FOR

 Scrap Cars
 Farm Equipment
 Appliances
 Electronics
 BBQ’s & more!

DI$COUNT USED CAR PARTS

· STEEL
· COPPER
· ALUMINUM

WE BUY

SAVE!
*Bring your tools to remove the parts*

YOU PULL YOUR
OWN PARTS & Battery ............................ $19.99

Tire .................................... $19.99
Starter Motor ............. $19.99
Engine (complete)......... $249.99
Transmission ............. $99.99
Door (complete)................. $49.99
Headlight ...................... $29.99

LOW PRICES!

KIDS GIVE IT A TRI AT ELMIRA TRIGATOR EVENT

Hundreds of families gathered at the Woolwich Memorial Centre on Saturday morning 
for the annual TriGator, a shortened triathlon for kids. Above, Logan Jennings, 7, and 
Sagan Goertz, 7, pose at the finish line with their medals. Top right, a group finishes up 
the bike portion of the race. Bottom right, Lauren Needham finishes her race with a time 
of 25:19.3. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

KINGS OUT ON THE LINKS

Top, players from the Elmira Sugar Kings 2015-2016 season, Ty Biles, Rob Kohli, Ethan 
Skinner, Mitch Wright and Zac Coulter get their carts ready before hitting the links at Elmira 
Golf Club on Monday afternoon for their annual golf tournament.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca



VENTURE | 17THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2016

VENTURE

FIELD
NOTES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

TRANSPORTATION / REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

New rules would modernize 
regional taxi services

LIVING IN RURAL ON-
TARIO is attractive in 
many ways – peacefulness, 
nature all around, diverse 
environments and four dis-
tinct seasons that change 
dramatically. I’m sure rural 
people could add many 
more.   

But there are some 
downsides, too. Among 
them is the cost of energy. 
The availability and cost 
of power and heating have 
been a sore point for ages. 
The more developed infra-
structure of some urban 
centres has not been imple-
mented in most rural areas, 
despite rural Ontario’s sig-
nificance to the economy 
and to the province’s over-
all prosperity. 

Natural gas has long 
been held out as a panacea. 
The Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture lobbied for it, 
saying it was key to new 
industries coming to ru-
ral Ontario and sparking 
development there, not 
to mention ensuring the 
competiveness of those 
already there. Reasonably 
priced and readily available 
energy is seen as a vital cog 
in meeting the premier’s 
challenge to agriculture, 
to create more exports and 
jobs. 

Province 
delivers on 
rural 
natural gas 
program

ROBERTS | 20

Waterloo Region looking at providing more rate fl exibility in an industry in fl ux thanks to Uber

TAXI | 20

Regional council were presented with a new taxi bylaw last week that would make non-traditional taxi services such as Uber legal, but also make those drivers have to fulfill the same requirements 
as traditional taxi drivers, like background checks and proper licensing. They’ll vote on it in August.  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

A NEW TAXI BYLAW pre-
sented to Waterloo Region 
council last week will make 
legal non-traditional taxi 
services such as Uber, but 
only after they’ve been 
subjected to many of the 
same requirements of tra-
ditional taxi companies.

The bylaw will come 
back to council in August 
after staff has time to do 
more research on requests 
made by councillors. If all 
goes well, it’s slated to be 
implemented on Oct. 1.

But the rise of app-based 
taxi services like Uber 
wasn’t the driving force 
behind the new bylaw, said 
Waterloo Region manager 
of licensing and enforce-
ment Angelo Apfelbaum. 
Rather, the region had 
been working on modern-
izing their three different 
taxi bylaws – the limousine 
taxi bylaw, the special 
transportation services taxi 
bylaw and the metered taxi 
bylaw – even before Uber 
made its way into the re-
gion last year.

The new bylaw includes 
new licensing ratios and 
limits; a fair and flexible 
rate structure for both 
traditional taxis and app 
based companies; a fair fee 
structure for all vehicles 
for hire; the requirement of 
cameras in all traditional 
taxis until they can meet 
similar criteria through 
an application; consistent 
documentation, driver 
screening and vehicle re-
quirements for all drivers; 

and consistent insurance 
requirements for tradi-
tional and non-traditional 
taxis.

Those recommendations 
are based on input from 
the public in order to make 
the bylaw more equal for 
all types of taxi services.

“The bottom line was 
people wanted greater 
choice,” Apfelbaum said.

The staff report recom-
mended a 1:1500 ratio 
and a two-year freeze, but 
council asked for the ratio 
to remain at 1:1650 and a 
three-year freeze.

“In the normal world for 
metered taxis the ratio was 
one taxi for every 1,650 res-
idents. The freeze means 
that we will not issue any 

new licenses for a three-
year term. And that gives 
us the ability to do a study  
as to the impacts to the 
industry and to the trans-
portation models through 
the region over that three-
year term,” Apfelbaum 
explained.

There are 368 metered 
taxis within the region, 
including regular and ac-
cessible taxis. There are 
five brokers within the 
region and each broker has 
a number of owners that 
hold the issued plates from 
the region, who in turn op-
erate those plates. 

He says the proposed by-
law will allow for flexibility 
in pricing for them. 

“A metered taxi would 

have to charge the council-
approved taxi tariff when 
they are doing flag or hail 
stops or picking people up 
at taxi stands,” Apfelbaum 
said.

The meter also has to 
display the rate and the 
broker has to set and post 
their rates and discounts. 
The rate cannot exceed the 
maximum fare as calcu-
lated by the meter at the 
regulated rates.

But they’re going to be 
allowed to set their own 
fares and their own rates 
when it’s a telephone, ap-
plication or web-based 
request. 

“So if you call in, they 
will tell you how much 
the rate will be, and they 

can charge a flat rate, they 
can charge the tariff rate, 
they can discount that 
tariff rate. They’re free to 
do whatever they want but 
they must articulate that to 
the customer beforehand 
and you have the right to 
accept or decline,” Apfel-
baum said.

That’s new to the bylaw.
Traditional taxis already 

have cameras and there 
will be a requirement in the 
bylaw for cameras in taxis 
because when drivers pick 
up customers who have 
flagged them down, it’s an 
unknown.

“If they provide that ser-
vice, then they need cam-

{ }{Sen•ager 
 (n. a senior who feels like a teenager)

Whether you’re a wild card or the king of hearts, reignite your youthful 
spirit as we help you foster new friendships and spark new passions.

At The Westhill, we are all young at heart. 

Two Bedroom + Two Bathroom Suite Special! 
Available for a limited time. Call today to book your personal visit!

519.725.0525 Westhill.Sifton.com

WHITNEY NEILSON
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2615 Victoria St. N BRESLAU
519-648-2608  |  www.belgian-nursery.com

Hours June:
Mon to Fri 8-6,
Sat 8-5, Sun 10-5

Visit us
TODAY!

POT SALE

20%
OFF

*Until June 30th
All Sales Final

• Decorative Pots
• Fiberstone Pots
• Plastic Pots

Hours June: Visit usVisit usVisit usVisit usVisit usVisit usVisit usVisit us

in Belgian
Nursery’s PERENNIAL CENTRE

NOW ARRIVING....
LARGE SIZE POTS OF PERENNIALS

• HARDY GRASSES • HOSTAS • ASTILBE

• DAYLILIES - Over 30 varieties

• HOSTAS - Over 50 varieties

• HARDY GRASSES - Over 30 varieties

• DELPHINIUMS
• ECHINACEA
• SEDUMS
• HEN & CHICKS
• SHASTA DAISIES
• BLACK-EYED-SUSANS
• HEUCHERA 
             and lots more…

SALE

DAYLILY
$8.99

Stella d-oro

Reg. $10.99

• Parsley • Basil 
• Mint • Rosemary 
• Oregano
• Lemon Grass

$2.79
Reg. $3.49

ANNUALS Summer Crop in 6” PotsSummer Crop in 6” PotsSummer Crop in 6” Pots
$4.99 | Sale 6 or more $4.50

Hours July & August:
Mon to Fri 8-6, Sat 8-5, 
Sun Closed Sundays July & August

• Clay Pots
• Window Boxes
• & Lots More SALE

HERBS

519.669.1445

Exterior Finishing • Siding • Trough
Leafguard • Screened Enclosures

Retractable Screen Doors • Columns
Railings • Windows • Doors

SALES@RMWEXTERIORS.COM | WWW.RMWEXTERIORS.COM

SUMP PUMP
BACKUP POWER UNIT

CUSTOM SUMP PUMP SOLUTIONS

Marty Long | 519-749-5025 | www.gartechinnovation.com

Maryhill, ON

No one wants the unnecessary costs of a wet basement!

• Allows sump pump to 
  operate for 2 days
• Maintenance-free operation
• Silent operation

POWER PLUS+ 1000W-50

 | www.gartechinnovation.com

No one wants the unnecessary costs of a wet basement!

• Allows sump pump to 
  operate for 2 days  operate for 2 days
• Maintenance-free operation
• Silent operation

POWER PLUS+ 1000W-50

ON
SALE

NOW!

home&garden keeping your
home looking good
and in good repair

GET
YOUR
HANDY
ON!
FIND PROS 
TO HELP 
YOU HERE.
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XT1™ LT42" C
LAWN TRACTOR

RZT® S 42 KH
ZERO-TURN RIDER WITH STEERING WHEEL

PRO Z 154L EFI
COMMERCIAL ZERO-TURN RIDER

STARTING AT:

$1,999 *

STARTING AT:

$3,779 *

STARTING AT:

$8,299 *

• 42" heavy-duty mowing deck delivers 
the Cub Cadet Signature Cut™

• Spring-assisted deck lift lever with 
12 available positions

• Fully robotically welded frame with 
E-Coat corrosion defense system 
(5-year limited warranty)†

• 42" heavy-duty mowing deck delivers the 
Cub Cadet Signature Cut™

• Zero-turn maneuverability with steering 
wheel control and power steering

• Revolutionary Synchro Steer™ technology 
gives total control on varied terrains

• 54" fabricated deck with 10-gauge shell, side 
reinforced and slope nose

• 12cc dual Hydro-Gear® ZT3400 transmission
• Heavy-duty reinforced full length steel frame 

with automotive-grade corrosion defense system

**FINANCING ON APPROVED 
CREDIT. 0% - 12 MONTHS WITH 
A FINANCED VALUE OF $300 OR 
MORE. 0% - 24 MONTHS WITH A 
FINANCED VALUE OF $1950 OR 
MORE. 0% - 36 MONTHS WITH A 
FINANCED VALUE OF $2250 OR 
MORE. ADMINISTRATION FEES 
MAY APPLY. OFFER VALID UNTIL 
DECEMBER 31, 2016 
*Product Price — Actual retail 
prices are set by dealer and may 
vary. Taxes, freight, setup and 
handling charges may be 
additional and may vary. Models 
subject to limited availability. 
†See your local dealer for 
limited warranty details and 
information. Certain restrictions 
apply. Specifications and 
programs are subject to change 
without notice. Images may not 
reflect dealer inventory and/or 
unit specifications. 
© 2016 Cub Cadet   3PV_H

VISIT US 
TODAY 

FOR GREAT 
DEALS ON 

CUB CADET 
RIDERS!

Visit the Region’s LARGEST
Fence & Deck Showroom

– BOOK A –

FREE
ESTIMATE

Quality 
Professional 
Installation 

or 
Cash & Carry 

Materials

5 Forwell Rd. at Victoria St. N.
(One block past Lackner)
519-745-3250

www.bfdrona.com

home&garden keeping your
home looking good
and in good repair
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Ontario’s minister for 
agriculture, food and rural 
affairs, Jeff Leal, gets it. 
He’s not a farmer, but at 
the same time, his Peter-
borough constituency is 
far from downtown To-
ronto. He understands the 
frustrations rural people 
feel about issues such as 
this – feelings that have 
lingered for a long time, 
given rural Ontario’s on-
going opposition to the 
Liberals. 

With him helping drive 
the agenda, the prov-
ince took action earlier 
this year committing to 
develop a $200-million 
Natural Gas Access Loan 
and a $30-million Natural 
Gas Economic Develop-
ment Grant program. The 
goal was to assist rural 
communities in switching 
to cheaper and potentially 
cleaner fuel.

The path seemed clear. 
But then last month, 
national media reports 
emerged saying this 
commitment might be 
withdrawn when the prov-
ince unveiled its Climate 
Change Action Plan, in 
early June.

The reports claimed the 

province was backing away 
from natural gas.

But that turned out to be 
untrue. The action plan, 
introduced last week, re-
committed to the earlier 
announced natural gas 
programs.

Then it went further. It 
unveiled additional initia-
tives based squarely on the 
development of renewable 
natural gas, which is likely 
where the media leak went 
awry (renewable, rather 
than conventional). 

Renewable natural gas 
comes from methane re-
leased from sources like 
landfills, municipal green 
bin collection, agricultural 
residues, livestock manure, 
food and beverage manu-
facturing waste, sewage 
treatment plants and for-
estry waste. 

As part of the Climate 
Change Action Plan, On-
tario will invest about $20 
million over four years to 
pilot the use of renewable 
natural gas from agricul-
tural materials and food 
waste digestion. Utilities 
will explore opportunities 
to inject hydrogen generat-
ed from renewable energy 
sources into the natural gas 
stream. 

As well, the province 
says it intends to deliver 
a cost-shared program to 
support the production 
of renewable natural gas, 
fuelling systems, conver-
sion of transportation 
fleets to renewable natural 
gas fuelling, “resulting 
in quick and economical 
greenhouse gas pollution 
reductions.”

Leal is in the middle 
of helping deliver, and 
answer for, tough agri-
environmental policies put 
forward by the Wynne gov-
ernment. 

On Monday, the prospect 
of a new agriculture, food 
and rural affairs minister 
loomed – as a reward, holi-
day or whatever for Leal – 
as a cabinet shake up took 
place. 

When the new appoint-
ments were announced 
though, Leal remained 
in the agriculture post. 
And as far as the natural 
gas program goes, that’s a 
good thing. His reappoint-
ment offers stability to the 
sometimes-volatile sector, 
as it comes to understand 
renewable natural gas and 
sorts through the govern-
ment’s environmental 
agenda. 

ROBERTS: Extension of natural gas services
a cornerstone of rural economic development
FROM | 17

eras,” Apfelbaum said.
As far as the auxiliary 

taxi services, they’ve been 
asked to research that some 
more. The original recom-
mendation in the report 
said that an application-
based service such as Uber, 
which provides live GPS, 
provided all the security 
features required to en-
sure passenger and driver 
protection, but regional 
council requested more 
information.

Under the proposed 
bylaw all vehicle-for-hire 
drivers will have to be 
properly licensed, insured, 
and have a police criminal 
background check done, 
just like traditional taxi ser-
vices. The information will 
have to be forwarded to the 
region to ensure compli-
ance, he notes. Staff will be 

doing spot inspections on 
vehicles as well.

“Of course there will 
be two components to 
enforcement. One is the 
licensing and hearing com-
mittee, which is if there 
are any serious infractions 
against the bylaw we can 
bring a broker or an owner 
or a driver before commit-
tee and they can decide 
what happens. Or we have 
another mechanism, which 
is the bylaw itself and that 
is as far as issuing charges 
or fines and it’ll give us a 
broader selection of charg-
es,” Apfelbaum said.

He expects there will be 
some confusion at the start 
with such a major change 
and some education will be 
provided for prospective 
providers.

The current taxi tariffs 
are $3.50 for the initial me-
ter fare, $2.10 per kilome-

tre, and $31.20 per hour for 
waiting or contracts.

Under the current ac-
cessibility ratio, seven per 
cent of the existing taxi 
fleet must be accessible by 
2017. Council decided to 
up the charge per vehicle 
when accessible vehicles 
are not provided from $50 
to $100.

As for taxi operators in 
the region, he says they’ve 
voiced their concerns to 
the region.

“They’ve maintained 
that they want a level play-
ing field between metered 
taxis and auxiliary taxis,” 
Apfelbaum said.

He says the bylaw would 
provide that level playing 
field.

To view the report that 
was brought to council, vis-
it: www.regionofwaterloo.
ca/en/regionalgovernment/
bylawenforcement.asp. 

TAXI: Proposed changes would recognize the 
impact of app-based competition in the industry
FROM | 17
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HWY 85 Waterloo

Sawmill Rd.

Annuals  |  Perennials  |  Trees  |  Shrubs 
Patio Furniture  |  Tropicals  |  House Plants
Gift Ideas  |  Pottery  |  Water Plants & Fish

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION
• Garden Planting & Maintenance
• Patios, Steps & Walls
• Interlock Driveways
• Swim Ponds & Water Features

1661 New Jerusalem Rd. Elmira

519.664.0404
www.stjacobscountrygardens.com

HOURS  Mon-Fri 9-8  •  Sat 9-5  •  Sun 11-4

Patio Furniture  |  Tropicals  |  House Plants
Gift Ideas  |  Pottery  |  Water Plants & Fish

LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Annuals  |  Perennials  |  Trees  |  Shrubs 

Check our website 
for all upcoming

workshops.

519-669-3232 · www.oktireelmira.com
35 Howard Ave.  Elmira, ON

FARM · AUTO · TRUCK · INDUSTRIAL · LAWN & GARDEN · ON THE FARM SERVICE

 Fast Response 
 Fully Equipped Service Trucks
 24-Hour Highway Service 
 On-The-Spot Tire Repairs

Now’s the time to replace your worn-out 
tires for a safer, more reliable ride.

ATV’s &
Utility Vehicles

Skid Steers, Backhoes, 
Subcompact Tractors

Big
Biters

Turf
Tires

WE HAVE TIRES FOR ALL YOUR 
LAWN & GARDEN NEEDS.

We also offer professional tire service
and repair, on-site or in our shop.

Spruce up
your home

with help 
from the proshome&garden



THE ARTS | 21THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2016

THE ARTS
ON THE STAGE / LOCAL THEATRE

Coming-of-age tale has a timeless appeal
Drayton set to stage Neil Simon’s classic take on adolescensce and family, Brighton Beach Memoirs

LIZ BEVAN

GIRLS, BASEBALL, 
FRIENDS, SIBLINGS and 
overworked parents.

Exploring a hilarious 
coming-of-age story, Dray-
ton Entertainment is now 
showing Brighton Beach 
Memoirs.

The play, written by 
award winning playwright 
Neil Simon, takes the au-
dience along for the ride 
while 14-year-old Eugene 
Morris Jerome grows up in 
1930s New York City. Eu-
gene, played by Canadian 
stage, television and film 
actor Thomas Duplessie, 
narrates the story, while 
interacting with the other 
characters in the show.

The story takes place in 
1937, during the Great De-
pression, and follows Eu-
gene while he tries to navi-
gate puberty, friends and 
family, with a few laughs 
along the way. Drayton 
Theatre put on the play in 
its inaugural season in 1991, 
and the story has been seen 
on both stage and screen, 
to glowing reviews, since its 
Broadway debut in 1983.

Duplessie says the story 
of Eugene and his family 
is full of universal truths 
that transcend the decades, 
applying as much to audi-
ences in the 2010s as it did 
more than 30 years ago.

“It really comes down to 
family and the people that 
you love and the people 
that love you – at the end 
of the day, that is the most 
important thing,” he said 
of the show. “After we did 
the first read through, I 
felt such an obligation to 
call my family and talk to 

them. It is just a reminder 
of what you should really 
keep close in life and I hope 
it reminds people of what 
blessings they have.”

The show covers the 
struggles the Jerome family 
has to go through with the 
difficult economic times, 
and adding more mouths to 
feed in the household dur-
ing those difficult times. 
Eugene tries to find himself 
among the chaos.

The setting was a far cry 
from what Duplessie was 
used to, or even remem-
bered from his own youth. 
At 26 years old, it has been 
a while since he lived in 
the mind of a soon-to-be 
15-year-old boy. 

“He is a very interest-
ing character. One of the 
things going in to the 
character that I was re-
ally kind of focusing on 
was the energy of being a 
14-year-old. I am 12 years 
older than that, so thinking 
back to days like that, about 
how a 14-year-old walks 
around, how he speaks,” 
he said, adding that there 
were some aspects that 
put his acting skills to the 
test when taking on the 
role of Eugene. “Also, the 
accent was a little bit of a 
challenge – that Brooklyn, 
Jewish influenced accent. 
That was a fun challenge 
to work on. Also, I have 
never played a narrator of a 
show before, so going from 
having a scene partner, or 
scene partners, to the next 
second, breaking the fourth 
wall and speaking to the 
audience directly, then go-
ing back into the scene – it 
is two different kinds of 
styles.”

It is Duplessie’s first 
season with Drayton 
Entertainment, after 
spending the last few 
years on the big and 
small screens, acting 
in shows like Reign 
and Heroes Reborn. 
Theatre will always 
be his first love, how-
ever.

“I love them both 
(theatre and screen 
work), but for every 
different reasons. I 
started out in theatre 
and that is where my 
heart is. It is what I 
am always going to 
be coming back to,” 
he said. “The beauty 
of theatre is that you 
can’t take another 
take if it goes wrong. 
Everybody is so 
dependent on each 
other. That is the 
whole thing about 
going to a theatre. It 
is about seeing the 
actors do their work 
in front of you. And 
that challenge and 
that expectation of 
doing this on stage 
is something that 
I will always come 
back to.”

Brighton Beach 
Memoirs runs from 
June 15 to June 30 at 
the Drayton Festival 
Theatre. Tickets, 
with prices starting 
at $26, are available 
online at www.dray-
tonfestivaltheatre.
com, in person at 
the theatre box of-
fice, or by calling 
(519) 638-5555 or  toll free 
1-855-DRAYTON (372-
9866).

Canadian television and film actor Thomas Duplessie has been cast in the lead role of Eugene in Neil Simon’s Brighton Beach 
Memoirs, opening this week at the Drayton Festival Theatre. [SUBMITTED]

It is Duplessie’s first 

spending the last few 

be his first love, how-

started out in theatre 
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CVO Chatham Voice

DUW Durham Wheels

WOO Elmira Woolwich Observer

HBH Haliburton Highlander

SNL Sudbury Northern Life

Wise customers read the fine print: †, �, €, Ω, �, ∞, �, ††, *, ≈, § The No Payment for 90 Days Sales Event offers are limited time offers which apply to retail deliveries of selected in-stock new and unused models purchased/leased from participating retailers on or after June 1, 2016. Offers subject to change and may be extended or changed without notice. All pricing includes 
freight ($1,795), air-conditioning charge (if applicable), tire levy and OMVIC fee. Pricing excludes licence, insurance, registration, any retailer administration fees, other retailer charges and other applicable fees and taxes. Financing and lease offers available to qualified customers on approved credit. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Retailer may sell for less. †0% purchase 
financing for up to 84 months available on select new 2016 models to qualified customers on approved credit through RBC, Scotiabank and TD Auto Finance. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Examples: 2016 Dodge Grand Caravan Canada Value Package (29E)/2016 Jeep Patriot Sport 4x2 (25D)/2016 Dodge Journey Canada Value Package (22F) with a Purchase Price of 
$23,505/$15,905/$22,560 with a $0 down payment, financed at 0% for 84/36/84 months equals 182/78/182 bi-weekly payments of $129/$204/$124 with a cost of borrowing of $0 and a total obligation of $23,505/$15,905/$22,560. �The Make No Financing Payments for 90 Days offer is a limited time offer which applies to retail customers who finance a new 2015/2016 
Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram or FIAT vehicle (excludes 2015/2016 Dodge Viper and Alfa Romeo) at a special fixed rate on approved credit for up to 96 months through Royal Bank of Canada and TD Auto Finance or for up to 90 months through Scotiabank. Monthly/bi-weekly payments will be deferred for 60 days and contracts will be extended accordingly. Interest charges will not accrue 
during the first 60 days of the contract. After 60 days, interest starts to accrue and the purchaser will repay principal and interest over the term of the contract but not until 90 days after the contract date. Customers will be responsible for any required down payment, licence, registration and insurance costs at time of contract. Some conditions apply. See your retailer for complete details. 
€$10,350 in Package Value available on the new 2016 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT Ultimate Family Package model based on the following: $7,000 Consumer Cash Discount, $850 No Charge Uconnect Hands-Free Group and $2,500 Ultimate Family Package Savings. $4,200 in Package Value available on the new 2016 Dodge Journey SXT Ultimate Family Package model based on the 
following MSRP options: $500 Consumer Cash, $2,500 DVD Bonus Cash and No-Cost Options of $1,200. See your retailer for complete details. ΩLease Loyalty/Conquest Pull-Ahead Bonus Cash is available to eligible customers on the retail purchase or lease of select 2016 Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram or FIAT models at participating retailers and are deducted from the negotiated 
price after taxes. LIMITED TIME OFFER. Pull-Ahead Lease Cash will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. Eligible customers are individuals who are currently leasing a Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram, FIAT, or competitive vehicle with an eligible lease contract in their name on or before June 1, 2016. Proof of Registration and/or Lease agreement will be required. Trade-in not 
required. See your retailer for complete details. �2.99% lease financing for up to 24 months available through SCI Lease Corp. to qualified customers on applicable new 2016 models at participating retailers. SCI provides all credit approval, funding and leasing services. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Example: 2016 Ram 1500 Quad Cab SXT 4x4 (25A) with a Purchase Price 

of $29,150 leased at 2.99% for 24 months with a $500 security deposit, $2,098 down payment and first month’s payment due at lease inception equals 24 monthly payments of $285 with a cost of borrowing of $1,576.96 (including $60.25 PPSA registration) and a total obligation of $8,995.61. Kilometre allowance of 18,000/year. 
Cost of $0.16 per excess kilometre plus applicable taxes at lease termination. See your retailer for complete details. ∞1.49% lease financing for up to 48 months available through SCI Lease Corp. to qualified customers on applicable new 2016 models at participating retailers. SCI provides all credit approval, funding and leasing services. 
Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Example: 2016 Jeep Cherokee Sport FWD (24A) with a Purchase Price of $24,087 leased at 1.49% for 48 months with a $500 security deposit, $2,998 down payment and first month’s payment due at lease inception equals 48 monthly payments of $288 with a cost of borrowing of $1,050.16 
(including $60.25 PPSA registration) and a total obligation of $16,859.41. Kilometre allowance of 18,000/year. Cost of $0.16 per excess kilometre plus applicable taxes at lease termination. See your retailer for complete details. �0% lease financing for up to 36 months available through SCI Lease Corp. to qualified customers on 
applicable new 2016 models at participating retailers. SCI provides all credit approval, funding and leasing services. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Examples: 2016 Jeep Cherokee Sport FWD (24A)/2016 Dodge Journey SXT (28K)  with a Purchase Price of $24,087/$27,793 leased at 0% for 24/36 months with a $500 security 
deposit, $2,998/$2,298 down payment and first month’s payment due at lease inception equals 24/36 monthly payments of $378/$388 with a cost of borrowing of $0 and a total obligation of $12,125.05/$16,316.45. Kilometre allowance of 18,000/year. Cost of $0.16 per excess kilometre plus applicable taxes at lease termination. 
See your retailer for complete details. ††3.49% purchase financing for up to 96 months available on select new 2016 models through RBC, Scotiabank and TD Auto Finance. Retailer order/trade may be necessary. Example: 2016 Jeep Patriot Sport 4x2 (25D) with a Purchase Price of $15,905 with a $0 down payment, financed at 
3.49% for 96 months equals 208 bi-weekly payments of $88 with a cost of borrowing of $2,334.13 and a total obligation of $18,239.13. *Consumer Cash/Jeep Cash Discounts are deducted from the negotiated price before taxes. ≈Non-prime financing available on select models on approved credit. 4.99%/6.99% financing available on 
select 2016 models. Financing examples: Purchase Price of $30,000 with a $1,000 down payment, financed at 4.99%/6.99% over 84 months, equals 182 bi-weekly payments of $189/$202 with a cost of borrowing of $5,418.76/$7,753.86 and a total finance obligation of $34,418.76/$36,753.86. Some conditions apply. See your 
retailer for complete details. §Starting From Prices for vehicles shown include Consumer Cash Discounts and do not include upgrades (e.g., paint). Upgrades available for additional cost. 1Based on 2014 Wards Middle Cross Utility segmentation. ∆Based on 2014 Wards Sport and Cross Utility segmentations. ^Based on IHS Automotive: 
Polk Canadian Vehicles in Operation data as of July 1st, 2015 for Crossover Segments as defined by FCA Canada Inc. �Based on Canadian 2015 calendar year sales. ®Jeep is a registered trademark of FCA US LLC used under license by FCA Canada Inc. TMThe SiriusXM logo is a registered trademark of SiriusXM Satellite Radio Inc.
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THE 2016 ULTIMATE FAMILY PACKAGE 
AND GET $4,200 IN TOTAL DISCOUNTS€
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N ATIO N A L

@  

@  

$129

$124

BI-WEEKLY†

BI-WEEKLY†

FINANCE FOR ONLY

FINANCE FOR ONLY

STEP UP TO

2016 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CANADA VALUE PACKAGE 
CANADA’S BEST-SELLING MINIVAN FOR MORE THAN 32 YEARS

@  

Your local retailer may charge additional fees for administration/pre-delivery that can range from $0 to $1,098 and anti-theft/safety products that can range from $0 to $1,298. Charges may vary by retailer.

REBUILDING YOUR CREDIT? SPECIAL RATES AS LOW AS 4.99% OAC≈

Starting From Price for 2016 Dodge Grand Caravan  Crew shown: $29,895.§ 

Starting From Price for 2016 Ram 1500 Sport with Performance Hood shown: $42,135.§ 

Starting From Price for
2016 Dodge Journey Crossroad shown: $32,140.§ 

Starting From Price for 2016 Jeep Cherokee Limited shown: $34,540.§ 

2016 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB SXT 4X4

@  2.99%

1.49%

$285

$288

FOR 24 MONTHS WITH $2,098 
DOWN/$500 SECURITY DEPOSIT

FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $2,998 
DOWN/$500 SECURITY DEPOSIT

MONTHLY�

MONTHLY∞

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE SPORT FWD
BEST-IN-CLASS CAPABILITY1

LEASE FOR

LEASE FOR

2016 DODGE JOURNEY CANADA VALUE PACKAGE
CANADA’S FAVOURITE CROSSOVER^

• Navigation and sound group
• Uconnect® hands free

• Rear seat DVD

LEASING�

FOR 24 MONTHS
OR FINANCING†

FOR 84 MONTHS
ON MOST MODELS

OR
CHOOSE

OR
CHOOSE

OR
CHOOSE

STEP
UP TO

Starting From Price for
2016 Jeep Patriot North Edition shown: $24,485.§ 

$6,000THE HIGH ALTITUDE 
EDITION WITH

JEEP
CASH*

@  
OR CHOOSE

2016 JEEP PATRIOT SPORT 4X2
THE MOST AFFORDABLE SUV IN CANADA∆

FOR 96 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN

BI-WEEKLY 
FINANCING††

•  Hands-free communication with 
Bluetooth® & SiriusTM Satellite Radio

• Leather seats with heated front seats

•  6.5-inch touchscreen navigation
• Remote start system

3.49%$88
OR
GET

FOR 84 MONTHS
WITH $0 DOWN

THE 2016 ULTIMATE FAMILY PACKAGE 
AND GET $10,350 IN TOTAL DISCOUNTS€

• Tri zone temperature control
• Entertainment group
• Uconnect® hands free
• SXT Plus group

FINANCING†

FOR 84 MONTHS

LEASING�

FOR 36 MONTHS

FOR 84 MONTHS 
WITH $0 DOWN

$1,500LEASE PULL AHEAD CASH
ANY MAKE, ANY MODEL

IN A CURRENT LEASE? GET $1,500 PULL AHEAD CASH ON ANY MAKE, ANY MODEL

Ω

$10,350
€

†

TOTAL DISCOUNTS UP TONO PAYMENTS
90 DAYS
sales event

FOR

ENDS JUNE 30

�

FINANCING†

FOR 36 MONTHS

WARNING: This proof is delivered on the condition that it be carefully inspected before going any 
further in the production cycle. Optic Nerve’s responsibility is limited to making corrections and/or 
replacing defective files. This file may not be reduced, enlarged or changed in any manner without 
obtaining written approval from The Publicis Group of Companies.   [REF: TO-A]

NOTE: For emergency inquiries outside our normal business hours, including statutory holidays
(M-F, 9:00am-10:00pm EST), please direct emails to optic911@optnerve.com

T:10”

T:13.5”
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.
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PLACE AN 
AD IN OUR 
CLASSIFIED 

SECTION 
TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 
or Visit: 

www.observerxtra.com

CONTINUED 
ON PG. 24

items to be held at 123 
Columbia St. W. in Water-
loo for M. Bergauer. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

WED. JUNE 29 at 10:00 AM 
- clearing auction sale of 
furniture; tools; antiques; 
collectables; household 
effects and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for a Waterloo 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

FRIDAY JULY 1 at 11:00 AM - 
Auction sale of 12 boats; 5th 
wheel trailer; flat bed trailer; 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at 415 Third Conces-
sion Rd Brant RR 3 Princeton 
for Jim Penders. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

SAT. JULY 9 at 10:00 
AM- Property auction of 
a charming 3-4 bedroom 
red brick bungalow with 
kitchen; dining; living; 
finished basement. Large 
mature, well treed and 
landscaped lot. Located 
in a prime location at 59 
Catherine St. New Hamburg 
for Elizabeth (Betty) and the 
late John McCutchen. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

HELP WANTED

A VEGETABLE FARM in the 
Breslau area is seeking help 
from July to September, and 
part time in October in the 
field. Also help is needed 
to run vegetable stands. 
Duties include: picking, 
sorting, washing all types 
of vegetables, operating 
vegetable stand. Pay will be 
determined on vegetables 
being picked. Students are 
welcome! If you are inter-
ested please call 519-635-
3874 for more information.

JOB OPENING AVAILABLE 
for quality control furniture 
assembling, delivering 
furniture. G Drivers license 
required. Millbank Family 
Furniture. Call 519-595-7105 
or Fax 519-595-7107 or 
e-mail mffurn@cyg.net.

FOR SALE

OVEN READY ROASTING 
Chickens. Order now for pick 
up on June 30. Lloyd Martin 
519-669-4753.

SOFTNER SALT - 20kg bags, 
minimum 25 bags, skid 
lots of 56. Delivered in St. 
Jacobs, St. Clements, Elmira 
& Linwood areas. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

AUCTIONS

SAT. JUNE 18 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
riding lawnmower; lawn and 
garden tools; riding lawn-
mower; household effects; 
antiques; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at 4 James 
Court in Heidelberg for Karen 
and Henry Janzen. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
jantziauctions.com 

AUCTION SALE OF 2.5 acre 
hobby farm, riding lawn 
mower, household effects 
and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at 4008 Perth 
Line 56, Perth East Twp. in 
the Hamlet of Topping, for 
Milvina Schlotzhauer, on 
Thursday June 23rd @ 6:00 
p.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451. 

SAT. JUNE 25 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
musical instruments; sheet 
music; musical books; 
antiques; collectables; wood 
working tools; household 
effects; and miscellaneous 

For day/ night/ 
weekend shifts to 
care for my parents in 
their Waterloo home.

Text Pat at 
519-503-7961

Email: 
safedryers@gmail.com

WANTED
PSW

HEALTH 
CARE 

WORKERS

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME PERSONAL CARE 
attendant for person with 
disability, Elmira. Good 
communication, ability to 
take direction, understand-
ing of independent living 
philosophy. Own trans-
portation. Some weekend 
mornings required. Email 
tgb1833@gmail.com

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

FOR SALE

COMPOST. GREAT FOR use as 
mulch and fertilizer. Avail-
able to pick up in 1.5 yd 
totes or bulk. Call Mapleton 
Compost, Eli or Marlin Bru-
bacher. 519-669-2186.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND LAWN 
SEED - Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MARTIN’S STRAWBERRY 
FARM - You pick and pre 
picked berries. Open 8 8, 
Monday to Saturday. Call 
our new telephone number 
519-669-9659. 389 Ruggles 
Rd. Floradale.

Late July to November. Receiving, 
picking orders, packing, shipping, 
general warehouse labour.  

Send resume to:
gifts@edenborough.com

FULL TIME SEASONAL
WAREHOUSE HELP

Help Wanted 
OPERATOR 1

The Township of Wellesley is 
seeking to �ll a full time position 

for an Operator 1. See our 
website for further details at 

www.wellesley.ca

Help Wanted 

Licensed 309A Electrician 
Required

Require Experience Installing rigid 
conduit. Must be able to read draw-
ings and turn into �nished jobs. 
Require WHIMIS, Fall Arrest Train-
ing, and Skyjack / Lift training cer-
ti�cation. Experience running small 
jobs desirable. Travel to Job-Sites 
required. Bene�t plan and company 
sponsored RRSP after 3 months.
Please direct resumés to:

Tim Ropp
Operations Manager
Ziegler Electric Ltd.
101 Bonnie Cres.
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z5
FAX: 519-669-1343

HELP 
WANTED

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Mili-
tary vehicles and other 
army/navy artifacts, farm 
machinery & miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 1900 
County Rd. 15, Municipality 
of Kincardine (3 miles west 
of Glammis or 5 miles east 
of Tiverton) for Dave and 
Patricia Fritz, on Friday, July 
1st @ 11:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

FARM 
EQUIPMENT

JOHN DEERE TRACTORS 
and bobcat S300 for rent. 
45 - 150 hp. Rent by day, 
week or mos. Great rates. 
519-591-1274.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.HELP WANTED

DRIVER SUFFERS SERIOUS INJURIES IN HWY. 7 COLLISION

The driver of a pickup truck was transported to a Guelph hospital with critical injuries and later airlifted to Hamilton following a Tuesday afternoon collision involving a dump 
truck on Hwy. 7 near Shantz Station Road.  [JOE MERLIHAN / THE OBSERVER]
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PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED | AUCTIONS | PUBLIC NOTICES

AUCTIONS

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD YOUR 
source of quality slabwood 
and seasoned bodywood. 
All prices include delivery. 
No Sunday calls please. 519-
656-2057.

WANTED

CASH FOR OLD watches, 
jewellery, all gold and 
silver, coins, military, toys, 
records. Call Terry 519-242-
6900. gallamore@golden.
net 40 years experience, fair 
honest prices. Will travel.

RENTALS

WANTED TO BUY. Bungalow 
in Elmira, small; single, semi 
or town; 2 beds on main 
floor; 1-2 baths; attached 
garage, west of Arthur St., 
max. 15 years old; max 
$425,000. Bill 519-669-4261.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

MASONRY REPAIRS STONE, 
brick, concrete. 11th year in 
business. Call Jeff The Mortar 
Mender 226-338-6243.

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

CITIZENS TASK FORCE UPDATE
Exploring Fiscal Opportunities For Recreation & Facilities Services

Unfortunately, we did not receive a sufficient number of applications to move forward 
with the task force at this time.
In light of the lack of initial interest leading into the summer months, Council has re-
quested that this opportunity for citizen engagement be re-advertised in early September.
For those who have already submitted applications, please be advised that you will be 
given appropriate consideration at that time.
For further updates, stay tuned to the Community Page, www.woolwich.ca and follow 
the Township on Twitter @WoolwichUpdates.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact:

Woolwich Recreational Facilities Foundation is seeking public 
input on the location of the proposed Elmira Splash Pad

You are invited to attend a Public Open House
Monday June 27 from 6pm-8pm 

Council Chambers at Municipal Office
Written comments will be accepted at the Municipal Office  

or via email: bbaechler@woolwich.ca

David Brenneman
Chief Administrative Officer
dbrenneman@woolwich.ca
Phone: 519-669-6002 or 1-877-969-0094

P.O. Box 158, 24 Church Street West
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6

Regarding Recent Applications

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION SALE
Of musical instruments; sheet music; 
musical books; antiques; collectables; 
wood working tools; household effects 

and miscellaneous items to be held at 123 
Columbia St west in Waterloo (near Albert) 

for M. Bergauer on:

SATURDAY JUNE 25 AT 10:00 AM
PROPERTY: CONSISTING of a 4 possible 5 
bedroom brick bungalow with the possibility 
of an in law suite or apartment in basement 
with separate entrance. Attached single car 
garage; 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS: Freidrich 
August Heberlein 19 violin Suzuki case no 
bow; 15 ½” Japanese unlabelled strad model 
viola ¾” bow; full size Suzuki 1978 violin 
model 101; Ernst Heinrich Roth Bubenruth 
Erlangen Strad copy 1527 made in 1956 full 
size violin; 1890 Stainer copy full size German 
made in Czech Republic Schweitzer label 
violin; 1970 Suzuki 16” model 50 viola; half 
size East German 1920-1930 Conservatory 
violin Strad model 1721; Reso-Tone clarinet; 
Migma cornet; Yamaha Trombone; FE Olds 
and Son trumpet; Evette and Schaeffer 
Buffet 24158 tenor sax; alto sax; Academy 
trombone valve; Elkhard Euph/bari; Selmer 
Signet flute; Hohner accordion; approx. 10 
other accordions; RC Allen music writer; 
Olympia music writer; electric piano; Elka 
Rhapsody keyboard; 4 channel tape noise 
reduction system DBX155; model 111B 
Orban dual reverberation; direct box phono 
preamp; Elmo 16 channel loading sound 
projector; Kalart editor viewer; microphones; 
noise reduction system; tambourines; drum 
miscellaneous; music typewriters; Altec 
1220 mixer sound board; Amherst upright 
piano and bench; Accordions: Pollino blue 
grey pearl; Hohner white; Cameramo; Pollino 
black; Pollino black; Pollino red; Ora black; 
Ora gray; Ora gray Castle fidarda; Ora Gray; 
Hohner white; Hohner black; Hohner red; 
Pollino black; Hohner white. 
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS AND collectables: 
California redwood table and clock; cabbage 
cutter; crokinole board; approx. 1500 DVD’s 
from mystery to comedy etc; quantity of 
do it yourself books; movie books; music; 
sheet music, method books; hard cover; etc; 
quantity of records; paintings and prints; 
artwork; model ships; collector toys; globe 
on stand; art deco kitchen cupboard; chest 
of drawers; golf clubs; crocks; planters; 
washboards; camera supplies; flashes; desk; 
office supplies; air filters; safe; projectors; 
film miscellaneous; edit viewers; lamp 
tables; quantity of older glass and china; tea 
sets; cups and saucers; kitchenware; etc. 
Miscellaneous items: file cabinet; Shopcraft 
drill press; Dremel table saw; Dremel scroll 
saw; General X 4270 wood lathe; disc and 
sander; shop vac; lawn roller; jig saw; 
grinder; vise; hedge trimmer; sanders; large 
quantity of hardware; nut and bolt bins; new 
sand paper; hand tools; power tools; good 
lawn and garden tools.
AUCTIONEER: JANTZI Auctions Ltd. Wellesley 
519-656-3555 www.Jantziauctions.com

of Farm Machinery, Farm Support items, Lawn and 
Garden Equipment, Antiques, Furniture Etc.  

At our Auction Centre

#7213 Line 86 Wallenstein,  
approx. 6 km West of Elmira

SATURDAY, JUNE 25TH 10:00 A.M.
Tractor Massey-Harris Pony comes w 1 furrow plow

Equipment Gehl 125 Mixmill w loading auger oil drive 
augers (very nice), 7’ Westend hay krimper, John Deere 
336 Baler w #30 kicker, swath turner, Hardi 500 gal 
sprayer, iH 990 haybine 7’ cut (good condition), New 
Idea 4 row corn planter w dry fertilizer and precision 
planting unit, Gehl 800 Harvester w 2 row corn head, 
16’ S tine cultivator w diamond harrows, 19’ land lev-
eler, 12’ disc (rough), 5’ crowsfoot packer pup, 6’6” 
Brady hay krimper, 100 gal 3pth sprayer. 8” x 51’ West-
�eld grain auger. Kuhn single rotar hay rake, GA 300 
Kuhn rotary rake, NH haybine.

Wagons 30’ Meshtop round bale wagon on heavy dou-
ble reach tandem Horst gear w Hwy service tires, 24’ 
steel round bale wagon, 20’ steel round bale wagon 
on double reach gear, 2- steel rack bale thrower wag-
ons, wood �at rack wagon, 2 - 400 bu market grain 
wagons on heavy truck gear, double reach truck tire 
running gear, 2 - Forage King LH forage wagons, Dion 
RH forage wagon. 

Trailers 4’x8’ wooden farm trailer, 4’x8’ utility trailer.

Misc. Agricultural Big pile of laying hen cages, quan-
tity of steel calf pens, piles of roo�ng steel, feed pipes, 
large quantity of steel round bale prongs, barn venti-
lator chute, winch w electric motor, 20.8 - 38 duals w 
hardware, 18.4 - 34 T rail duals, plastic water bowls, 
heated water bowl, various length sections of overhead 
doors, round roll door trac, 4 steel multi shelf green 
house carts on wheels, 18” x 24’ steel culvert, feed bin 
cyclones, 3 wagon loads of farm related items, elec-
tric cement mixer, Houle stable cleaner chute w 360’ 
chain, and more. 

Misc 16’ �berglass canoe, paddle boat, �berglass and 
alum. ladders, tarps, �sh nets, and much more.

Lawn and Garden Good selection of zero turn and rid-
ing mowers, push and self propelled mowers, Honda 
5HP motors, leaf blowers, front and rear time tillers, 
string trimmers, chainsaws, utility trailers, commercial 
walk behind mower, tow along weed sprayer and more.

Notes More equipment arriving daily, too late to adver-
tise. We will be running 3 auction rings most of the day.

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

Drayton, Ont.
Of�ce: 519-638-5708 | For full listing & photos  

visit our website: www.bowmanauctions.ca 

TRIPLE RING  
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Liquidation AUCTION 
*Lease Expired*

Sat June 18th 9:30 a.m.

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

Gascho Automotive 
481 King St. East, Kitchener

VIEWING: Friday June 17th, 2016, 1 pm to 4 pm
TERMS: $500.00 Deposit on Each Major Item, or as announced

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

to be held ON SITE  at 

No Buyer’s Premium or Penalty!!!    PARTIAL LIST ONLY!!!

Garage Equipment
Rotary 4-Post Car Hoist * 4-Rotary/Bishamon 2-Post Car Hoists

FMC Rim Clamp Tire Changer * FMC Wheel Balancer 
A/C Machine * Trans & Anti Freeze Machines 

SPXAuto Analyzer/Scope * 5hp Compressor * Scan Tools
ESP DYNO * Work Benches * Parts Cabinets * Shelving
Special Tools - Nash, AMC, Jeep, Renault, Chrysler – etc

Office & Misc Equipment
40+ Computers, Laptops & Printers * Snowblowers * Etc 

Vintage => Nash/Rambler/AMC/Jeep => Parts & Technical Manuals, 
Microfiches, Signs, Tools, Parts, Sales Supplies & Brochures, 

Radios, Jeep Stuff, Etc

Division of 658347 Ontario Inc.

AUCTIONS TRADES & 
SERVICES

ROLL OFF BIN Rental. 15 
cu. yd.; 10 cu. yd. and 7 cu. 
yd. Daily, weekly, monthly 
rentals available. Call Dustin 
226-750-4532.

LOST & FOUND

LOST MY CELL Phone, June 
11th. On Firs Street walking 
to Gibson Park. Lots of 
family photos/videos. 
Please call 519-699-5520.

GARAGE 
SALES

2 FAMILY GARAGE Sale. 
Sat. June 18th. Rain date 
June 25th, 8 a.m. Baby 
clothes, rocker swing, cream 
coloured curtains, pottery, 
dry flower arrangements. 
139 Oriole Pkwy, Elmira.

HOUSEHOLD & BUSINESS 
Garage Sale. 6805 Line 86 
(Stoltz Sales & Service, 
corner of Line 86 and Flo-
radale Rd). Welder, tools, 
Towable boat tubes, antique 

RENTALS

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT 
available August 1, down-
town Elmira. Includes 
laundry facility, air condition-
ing, fridge, stove. Call Hugh 
after 6 p.m. 519-669-5533.

REAL ESTATE

1000 SQ FT house 25 x 40 
approx. Built in 1960 single 
level all brick, recent steel 
roof, vinyl windows, oil 
furnace. Mov to your lot or 
dismantle for materias. Very 
movable, located outside 
Elora. $5000.00. Please call 
226-821-1275.

rocking chairs, leather 
jackets, sports equipment, 
kitchenware, computers, 
used GMC truck parts, fire 
pit rims, walk behind snow-
blowers, lawn mowers, toys, 
plus lots more. Friday, June 
17th 4-7 p.m., Saturday, June 
18th, 7:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

MULTI FAMILY GARAGE Sale. 
Thurs June 16, 9-7; Fri June 
17, 9-7 and Sat. June 18, 
9-noon. 26 Hampton St. 
Elmira. Rain dates: June 23, 
24, 25th. 25 cent, 50 cent 
and toonie tables.

THEY’RE ALL ABOUT THE QUILTS

The Needle Sisters Quilters Guild worked together to create 57 stocked personal care pouches for both the YWCA and Anselma Place, totaling 
114. They also made 15 empty pouches for each of their supply cupboards. Quilted wall hangings, like this one beside guild president 
Laura Bart were also made to be donated with inspirational words in each quilt block. It was on display at their June potluck at the Elmira 
Mennonite Church on June 6. [WHTINEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]



CLASSIFIED | 25THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JUNE 16, 2016

Community
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P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

NEW – TOLL FREE NUMBER!
You can now reach the Town-
ship of Woolwich TOLL FREE at
1-877-969-0094

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
RATIONALIZATION OF SETTLEMENT 

BOUNDARIES AS PART OF THE 
SCOPED OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW

The Township of Woolwich has initiated an application to re-
view and amend (change) the Offi cial Plan of the Township of 
Woolwich. As part of this scoped Offi cial Plan review, a ratio-
nalization of settlement boundaries is proposed and details 
of this portion of the application are included in this notice.
A Public Meeting to discuss the boundary rationalization 
portion of this Offi cial Plan review will be held on:

Tuesday, June 28, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers of the Township Offi ces,

24 Church Street West, Elmira
This meeting is NOT a statutory public meeting under the 
Planning Act, 1990. At this meeting, members of Township 
Council will listen to any comments or presentations in 
favour of and/or in opposition to the application. NO DECI-
SION WILL BE MADE AT THIS MEETING. Its purpose is only 
to receive comments and information from people or agen-
cies who are interested in the Offi cial Plan Amendment. 
This public meeting is the second with regards to this mat-
ter and follows a public meeting held on February 9, 2016.
The Regional Offi cial Plan allows for a one time rationaliza-
tion of settlement boundaries. This boundary rationalization 
would be an alteration of the current settlement boundaries 
with no overall net increase in the total developable lands 
within the settlements. This allows the Township to remove 
land from similarly classifi ed settlements (Rural, Town-
ship Urban and Urban) and add them in another location 
either within the same settlement or another similar type 
settlement. Some of the boundary rationalization proposals 
identifi ed were at the request of individual property owners, 
while others are being proposed by the Township.
The boundary rationalization of the Township Urban Areas 
and Urban Area (Breslau) will also require Regional Offi -
cial Plan approvals.
The potential lands affected are noted below.

RURAL SETTLEMENT AREAS
1. Heidelberg – 2805 Lobsinger Line – remove 0.48 ha.
2. Winterbourne – 61 Peel Street – remove 0.69 ha, and 

rationalize 0.47 ha.
3. Crowsfoot Corner – 1310 Sawmill Road - proposed re-

quest to add 7.92 ha.
4. Maryhill
 – 62 St. Charles Street West – remove 1.59 ha, and 

rationalize 1.17 ha.
 – Sunset Hills Crescent – proposed request to add 0.91 ha.
 – St. Boniface Drive – proposed request to add 5.5 ha.
 – 44 St. Charles Street East – proposed request to add 

7.5 ha parcel (add 3.8 ha as institutional, rationalize 
3.7 ha).

5. Shantz Station (Urban)
 – remove 2092, 2098, and 2114 Shantz Station Road, 

remove 1.43 ha.
 – 2850 Victoria Street North – proposed request to add 

2.10 ha.

6. Shantz Station Commercial Area
 – 2069 Shantz Station Road, remove 3.65 ha.
 – Victoria Street North add 2.78 ha.
7. Bloomingdale
 – 700 Sawmill Road – remove 0.36 ha.
 – Snyder’s Flats Road – remove 1.77 ha.
 – 1075 St. Charles Street West – add 1.77 ha.
8. Floradale – 1088 Jesse Place – proposal to rationalize 

as currently permitted in Offi cial Plan. Remove 1.37 ha 
and add 1.3 ha on subject property.

ELMIRA AND ST. JACOBS
1. 1211 Listowel Road - Birdland Developments Limited 

has submitted a request to remove 1.8 ha and add 2.29 
ha, as it applies to lands at the south end of Elmira.

2. The Township is proposing to remove a total of 120 hect-
ares of lands within the urban area at the north end of 
Elmira currently comprising fi ve properties identifi ed as: 

 • 40 Eldale Road (Elmira Golf Course), 1681 Floradale 
Road, 1733 Floradale Road, Township open space lands 
at Snyder Avenue North/ Victoria Glen Street, adjacent 
to Larches Creek, and a portion of a property at 154 
Arthur Street North, adjacent to Canagagigue Creek.

 For a total of 120.41 ha to be removed.
3. The Township is considering adding lands to the Elmira 

Settlement for future employment development. Option 
1A – is the Preferred Option – totaling 132.74 ha of devel-
opable land at the south east end and the north east end 
of Elmira and comprising 8 properties or portions there-
of identifi ed as 411, 415, 461 Arthur Street South, 1665, 
1857 and 1903 Scotch Line Road, 144 South Field Drive 
and 6756 Line 86. Separately a proposal is noted for other 
lands to the east in the Non Boundary Rationalization.

4. The Township is proposing to remove a total of approx-
imately 26 ha of lands within the urban area of the St. 
Jacobs Settlement and identifi ed as:

 • 3015 Sawmill Road at the east end, 1436 Arthur Street 
South (Provincial Lands), and a portion of a property at 
55 Hawkesville Road, adjacent to the Conestogo River.

 For a total of 26.29 ha to be removed.
5. 47 Hawkesville Road – request to include the 0.85 ha 

property.
6. King/Henry Street – request to add lands for industrial 

purposes at the south end of St. Jacobs.
7. Home Hardware Stores Limited has submitted a request 

to include the rear of their property at 34 Henry in St. 
Jacobs for industrial development. This rationalization 
would need to include the adjacent property at 55 Spring 
Street for a total of 25.25 ha. (see Non Boundary Ratio-
nalization below).

8. Hawkesville Road – request to add residential lands to-
taling approximately 22.87 ha.

Non Boundary Rationalization
To address longer term industrial needs and other munic-
ipal issues, it is proposed that Council request the Region 
of Waterloo to remove the following lands from the Coun-
tryside Line and allow for future development as part of a 
Regional Offi cial Plan review:
• Option 1B Elmira Future Industrial – to the east of Elmi-

ra and north of the creek.

• Home Hardware – lands to the rear of the Home Hard-
ware property at 34 Henry Street, which may also result 
in including 55 Spring Street, St. Jacobs. (25 ha)

BRESLAU
Urban (Breslau) (Remove 35.51 ha add 44.55 ha)
1. Thomasfi eld Homes proposes to:
 a. Greenhouse Road – Remove 31.13 ha to allow adding 

the following:
 • 22 Ebycrest (Rutherford), add 8.59 ha – would need to 

include lands along Victoria Street North (2000 Victo-
ria Street North – owned by H. Losereit), and

 • Highway 7 and Greenhouse Road – add 19.0 ha – 
would need to include lands known as 2450 Victoria 
Street North.

2. SmartREIT have submitted a request to either:
 a. reconfi gure the settlement boundary as it applies to 

their lands located at 2252 Victoria Street North and 
vacant lands Ebycrest Road / Fountain Street and Vic-
toria Street North (no net increase), or

 b. include their entire lands if additional lands are 
available.

 (propose to remove 4.3 ha and add 15.46 ha)
3. Empire Communities has requested to either:
 a. include their entire lands of 7.27 ha, or
 b. add approximately 1.47 ha for a school site.
 (propose to add 1.50 ha for a school site)
MORE INFORMATION: Due to the various parcels and lo-
cations being considered through this boundary rational-
ization process, mapping has not been included with this 
notice. The public may view mapping, planning documents 
and background material at the Township of Woolwich, 
Engineering and Planning Services Department between 
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, or on 
the Township website at www.woolwich.ca and navigate 
to News and Events – Ongoing Planning Items – Scoped 
Offi cial Plan Review (Boundary Rationalization) – Scoped 
Offi cial Plan Review – Offi cial Plan Amendment 1/2009, or 
contact Jeremy Vink at 519-669-6038 or toll free 1-877-
969-0094 ext 6038, email jvink@woolwich.ca
The personal information accompanying your submission 
is being collected under the authority of the Planning Act 
and may form part of the public record which may be re-
leased to the public. Questions about this collection should 
be directed to the Records and Freedom of Information Of-
fi cer at 519-669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.

Questions or written submissions may be directed to:
Township of Woolwich

Engineering and Planning Services Department
Box 158, 24 Church Street West

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 16th day of June, 2016.
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www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

CYCLIST & 
PROFESSIONAL 

MECHANIC
PETER STREET

REPAIRS
WITH

VISIT US TODAY!

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

 Finished Flat Work/Floors
 Foundations & Footings
 Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios
 Decorative & Exposed Concrete
 Coloured Concrete

SPECIALIZING IN:
 Finished Flat Work/Floors Finished Flat Work/Floors
 Foundations & Footings Foundations & Footings
 Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios
 Decorative & Exposed Concrete Decorative & Exposed Concrete Decorative & Exposed Concrete
 Coloured Concrete Coloured Concrete

 Finished Flat Work/Floors
SPECIALIZING IN:

519-747-4414kroetschconcrete.com kroetschconstruction@hotmail.ca

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

S
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C
E

F
O
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T

AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104

SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES OUTDOOR SERVICES

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

w w w . g r o p r o l a w n ca r e . co m5 1 9 - 6 6 9 - 1 2 7 8

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE BREAKING
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28TH FLAT BED SERVICE

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO

THE OBSERVER!
Visit our o�ce to get a
20th Anniversary Mug!

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO

THE OBSERVER!

And don’t forget to visit us on Facebook and LIKE our page. 
We appreciate your support.

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

BIRDLAND LOCATION

Elmira - Situated in desired Birdland, this 3 bedroom home is perfect for a first time buyer or 
investor. Featuring a 18X21 detached garage/shop that is insulated and has hydro (220 amp) 
WOW! Backing on to school yard green space, fully fenced yard, and parking for 3 cars. Call today 
to book a viewing! MLS- 30523721

$249,900$249,900$249,900$249,900

YET TO BE BUILT

Drayton - This yet to be built beautiful Verdone home comes with stone ,brick and vinyl 
exterior, The main floor boasts open concept great room, Barzotti kitchen with granite 
counter tops. 2nd floor is equipped with media room, 3 bedrooms main bath and 
laundry room, spacious master bedroom includes 5 piece ensuite and walk in closet. 
Media room can be converted to 4th bedroom. MLS 30519933.

$419,900$419,900$419,900

DREAM PROPERTY 10 ACRES

$879,000$879,000$879,000
Near Drayton - Stunning log home hidden down a mature treed winding driveway on 10 acres 
of land. This custom built home offers a spacious open concept main floor with an updated 
granite kitchen and large island. A unique loft family room on the second floor and a master 
bedroom with a huge walk-in closet and gorgeous ensuite bathroom. Out buildings include a 
24 x 35 insulated garage with 9 foot doors, PLUS a separate 39 x 15 heated and insulated shop 
at the back with a turnaround driveway. MLS 30520774.

Waterloo - Priced to sell this solidly built bungalow with additional sunroom is a perfect 
size but will need some TLC. large basement for entertaining. Large lot with 12 x 12 shed. All 
chattels and fixtures to be accepted in "as is" condition. Newer furnace and roof. Gas 
barbecue hookup. retractable awning over deck. fenced yard. MLS 30524069.

LOCATION LOCATION!

$289,900$289,900$289,900$289,900

Goldstone - This newly built home has a lot to offer! Found on a quiet street in the village of 
Goldstone just 5 minutes from Drayton on a large lot. This home boasts a large open living area 
with an island and a walk out to a covered deck with a beautiful view of the countryside beyond 
the tree lined lot. The master bedroom has a walk in closet and ensuite bathroom. The triple car 
garage and ample parking allows room for all of your vehicles and hobbies. Invisible fence in 
both the back and front yard. Basement waiting for your personal touch with high ceilings, 
bathroom rough in and large windows. Shows AAA. Book your showing today! MLS 30522716.

CUSTOM BUILT

$519,900$519,900$519,900$519,900

FULLY FURNISHED

$219,900$219,900$219,900
Conestogo Lake - This south west facing 3 bedroom cottage on Conestogo lake is the perfect 
starter cottage. Including forced air oil heating, fully equipped kitchen, fully furnished rooms, a 
3 piece bathroom, 100 amp service and wrap around deck. The detached garage has washer 
and dryer included. With full extendable dock with electric reversible winch and rails running 
into the lake, it is ready for your family to start enjoying summer! MLS 30518137.

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

Goldstone - This newly built home has a lot to offer! Found on a quiet street in the village of 
Goldstone just 5 minutes from Drayton on a large lot. This home boasts a large open living area 
with an island and a walk out to a covered deck with a beautiful view of the countryside beyond 

$519,900$519,900$519,900$519,900$519,900$519,900
SOLD

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Elmira

$249,900$249,900$249,900$249,900$249,900$249,900

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

SOLD

2075 SQUARE FEET

Drayton - This yet to be built beautiful Verdone 2 storey home features stone, brick and 
vinyl exterior. 2075 square feet, main floor boasts granite counter tops, Barzotti 
kitchen, gas fireplace. second floor features media room, 3 bedrooms and main bath, 
laundry, master bedroom with 5 piece ensuite and walkin closet, media room could be 
made into 4th bedroom, unfinished basement complete with rough in bath can be 
finished to your taste for additional cost. MLS 30519901.

$419,900$419,900$419,900$419,900

Waterloo 

$289,900$289,900$289,900$289,900$289,900$289,900

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

SOLD
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

THE PLACE TO 
SELL YOUR HOME.

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME MARKET EVALUATION.

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie

WOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

$489,000 Gorgeous one of a kind 
bungalow loft, main floor living rm. 
w/vault ceiling, open wrought iron 
railing to upper & lower level, 
kitchen offers island/breakfast bar, 
walkout to private oasis, main flr 
master w/ensuite, cozy loft space 
w/full bathroom, partially finished 
basement. MLS.

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY, JUNE 18TH • 1-3PM
10 ROBERTA STREET, ELMIRA

ATTRACTIVE HOME 
$379,900 DRAYTON Just 
move in and enjoy this beautiful 
fully finished 2 storey, soaring 2 
storey ceiling in the great rm 
open to the 2nd floor, gas F/P, 
chef's kitchen with large island, 
separate dining, garden door to 
deck, 67’ LOT. MLS.

SPOTLESS HOME 
$444,900  ELMIRA Located in 
a great family neighbourhood, 
walking distance to school, park & 
Rec Centre. Eye-catching 2 storey 
foyer open to the 2nd level, carpet 
free main floor, bright eat-in 
kitchen with garden door to lovely 
patio & fenced yard. Master 
ensuite and walk-in closet, 2nd 
floor laundry, appliances included. 
Just move in! MLS.

PARK LIKE SETTING 
$599,900 Located off highway 
86 just past Dorking. 4.45 ACRES in 
the Country, privacy and seclusion 
at its best, outdoor salt water pool 
to enjoy, create walking/riding 
trails in your very own bush. 
Detached barn/shed for many 
uses. 2500 sq.ft 4 bedroom, 4 
bathroom 2 storey offers walkouts 
to the patio & covered wrap 
around porch. MLS.

19TH CENTURY HOME 
$559,900 ELMIRA You don’t 
see beautifully restored homes 
like this everyday. Abundance of 
original woodwork throughout, 
solid wood staircase leads to 
the 2nd floor and finished bonus 
attic space, several pocket 
doors, inviting principle rooms, 
oversized heated double garage 
w/2nd floor room, mature treed 
property. MLS.

CUSTOM ON 3/4 ACRE 
$689,900 CARTHAGE Off hwy 
86 towards Milverton. 2800 sq.ft 
bungalow. Hardwood flrs, oak 
trim & doors, main floor amenities 
with wheel chair accessibilities. 
Fully equipped kitchen, spacious 
dining & great rm w/gas 
fireplace, walkout to large deck, 
walk-up partially finsihed 
basement, detached 30’x50’ 
insulated shop. NEW MLS.

NEW LISTING!NEW PRICE!

NEW PRICE!

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

LINWOOD – Enjoy the view of 
the countryside from several 
rooms! Spacious FOUR bdrm. 
home offers a large kit/dining 
area w/walkout to deck. Main flr. 
family rm. w/woodstove. Hdwd 
in LR. Main flr. laundry & 2pc. 
Ensuite bath. Finished basement.  
MLS

$479,000

ISABELLA ST., LINWOOD 

Exceptional older home, loaded 
with character! Beautiful stair-
cases, hdwd floors & wide base-
boards. Updated windows (incl. 
stained & beveled glass). Cozy 
LR w/gas fireplace. Large D.R. 
Main floor fam. room & sunroom. 
FOUR bdrms. plus a finished attic! 
In-law suite in bsmt. (separate en-
trance). Dble. garage. A MUST SEE.  
MLS REDUCED$559,900

BAUMAN ST., ELMIRA

NEW PRICE

Looking for lots of house? This 
spacious home has an addition 
featuring a main flr. family room 
(fireplace), main flr. bathrm, mas-
ter w/ensuite bath & full base-
ment (w/separate entrance)! Over 
2500 sq.ft. of living space.   LR & 
DR are great for entertaining. 
Lovely back yard & mature trees. 
Close to schools & amenities.  
MLS REDUCED$439,900

PARK AVE., ELMIRA

NEW PRICE

‘EXCLUSIVE WOODED COURT’ 
located in Elmira’s original 
‘Birdland’. Huge lot with both 
sun and shade! Enjoy the 
stone patio or the ‘party’ deck 
overlooking the fire pit and 
small pond. Major renovations 
completed to create an open 
concept main floor with ca-
thedral ceiling, custom maple 

kitchen w/ island, granite counters and ceramic backsplash. Dining room overlooks 
the main floor family room w/F.P. Mn. Flr. Laundry. 3 generous bedrooms and updat-
ed mn. Bath & ensuite. Recent rec room and 4th bedroom/games room as well as 
a 3 pc. Bath. Detached garage 12’ x 16’ w/hydro. New asphalt driveway. New MLS.

$624,900

BROWN THRASHER COURT, ELMIRA

NEW LISTING

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

Your referrals are appreciated!

FREE Market Evaluation
Do you need more living space?

Are you ready to downsize?
Are you a first-time buyer?

Y efer als ciat d!

Call Me for ALL Your Real Estate Needs!
I Have Buyers Looking for Homes!I Have Buyers Looking for Homes!

Are you a first-time buyer?

Call Me for ALL Your Real Estate Needs!

Let my 25 years of experience work for you.

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

Don’t Miss Out! Seller Motivated. Great Opportunity!

NEW PRICE | $169,000 | Fordwich

Great starter or retirement. Completely renovated. New windows, flooring, 
kitchen, wiring, plumbing, bath, lighting. It’s all done. MLS. Call Dale 

SIX INTERNATIONAL DELEGATES 
ARRIVED in Ontario as part of the 
Junior Farmers Association sum-
mer exchange program, with the 
Waterloo Junior Farmers hosting 
them from May 29 to June 3. 

While in Waterloo Region, the 
visitors  explored a turkey farm, 
beef/apple farm, milking sheep 
farm, Heritage Hill Dairy Farm, 
Mountainoak Cheese, and a horse 
farm where they were able to go 
horseback riding. 

As well, the delegates toured 
Jones Feed Mill and learned 
how livestock feed is mixed and 
bagged. The St. Jacobs Farmers’ 
Market was a highlight for some 
as they had the chance to explore 
the diverse products available.

The Ontario Livestock Ex-
change was an occasion to see the 
other side of the livestock busi-
ness and for some, watching a 
beef auction was something new 
for the travelling Junior Farmers. 

International summer exchange Jr. 
Farmers take in St. Jacobs sights

Sarah Ferguson (Scotland), Hannah Kirkpatrick (Northern Ireland), Alistair Hughes (England), Johanna Von Alven (Germany), Phillipa Green (Tasmania), Lea 
Schupbach (Switzerland) and Meaghan Weber (Waterloo Junior Farmer member) tour a milking sheep farm. [SUBMITTED]
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FAMILY ALBUM

ANNIVERSARY

STAG & DOE

BIRTHDAY

Thank You
I would like to thank everyone who attended 
my retirement open house on June 5th. Also, 

I would like to thank all those involved in 
putting this great day on. It was great to see 

everyone and I will miss all my fellow workers.
Your kind words and gifts were greatly 

appreciated.
Dennis Ertel

Happy 50th Anniversary 
Don & Eva Schell

50 years of ups and downs and highs and lows! Thank you for living a 
Christ centred life and giving a Godly example for marriage and life.

June 18, 1966

Love: Rosanne, Lisa, Norticea, your favourite - Tamara and the rest of the turkeys.

Dorothy Leibold’s
90th Birthday

her family invites you to an open house to be 
held in the historic school house located at  

11 Albert St. W., St. Jacobs, ON N0B 2N0

June 25th, 2016 from 2:00pm-4:00pm

Please, best wishes only

To honour

Gary Schaefer Turns 70 Today!

Love you more than words can say! Blessings for many, 
many more years of good health and happiness!

June 16, 1946 – June 16, 2016 means that …

Happy Birthday to One of the Most Loved 
and Highly Respected People I Know.

Jocelyn and the rest of all your family and friends

Congratulations Kelsey Koebel!
We are so proud of Kelsey, 
who has graduated from 

Wilfrid Laurier University 
with a Bachelor of Business 

Administration. Kelsey focused 
her studies in Business & 
Sustainability and will be 

pursuing this concentration 
further at the University of 
Toronto next Fall through 

completion of a Master of Science 
in Sustainability Management. 

Love you Kelsey! All your hard 
work has paid off and you are on 

your way to much success.  
Keep shining!

Love Mom, Dad, Kourtney, and Maggie

Stag and Doe for

Saturday June 25th  at 8pm
At Elmira Lions Hall  

(40 South Street W. Elmira)
Come out to have a good time and help the 
couple celebrate! There will be a lot of great 

raffle prizes, games, and food!

Scott Snyder and Andra Holt

Tickets will be available at the door for $10

BIRTHDAY BIRTHDAY

GRADUATION

THANK YOU

Bowman, Ervin W.
Passed away peacefully on Tuesday, 
June 14, 2016 at Groves Memorial 
Hospital, Fergus, at the age of 84 years. 
Ervin, of Floradale, formerly of RR 1, 
Elmira, was the beloved husband of 
the late Magdalena (Martin) Bowman 
(March, 1999). Dear father of Joshua 
and Linda of Stratford, Esther at home, 
Ismael and Karen of Elmira, Salome 
and Lester Penner of Moorefield. Also 
survived by seven grandchildren. 
Brother of Minerva (Urias) Martin, 
Esther (the late Rueben) Martin, Eliza-
beth (Peter) Martin, Lucinda (the late 
Cleason) Brubacher, Edwin (Nancy) 
Bowman, Alvin (Elmede) Bowman. 
Brother-in-law of Annie (the late Syd-
ney), Christian (Saloma) Martin, Ada 
(the late Joseph) Horst, and Elvina 
(Orvie) Wideman. Predeceased by his 
parents Cyrus and Hannah (Weber) 
Bowman, step-mother Saloma (Mar-
tin) Bowman, brothers-in-law Leander 
(Maryann) Martin, Ervin Martin, 
sisters-in-law Hannah (Mrs. Edwin) 
Martin, and Sarah Martin. Visitation 
was held on Wednesday, June 15, 2016 
from 5-8 p.m. and on Thursday, June 
16, 2016 from 2-5 p.m., at the home of 
John Martin, 7733 Reid Woods Drive, 
Elmira, where family service will be 
held on Friday, June 17, 2016 at 9 a.m., 
then to Elmira Mennonite Meeting 
House for burial and further service. 
Arrangements entrusted to the Dreis-
inger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARYDEATH 
NOTICES

Finn’s 12th Birthday!

You’re number one on the track....
And number one in our hearts!

Have the best birthday yet buddy!

A little birdie told us it’s....

Love Mom, Dad & Parker

ALBRECHT, CHRISTIAN | 
Passed away on Monday, 
June 13, 2016 at his home; 
RR1, Linwood at the age 
of 80 years.

BOWMAN, ERVIN W. | 
Passed away peacefully 
on Tuesday, June 14, 2016 
at Groves Memorial Hos-
pital, Fergus, at the age 
of 84 years of Floradale, 
formerly of RR 1, Elmira.

DOERING, NORMA M. | 
Passed into Eternal Life 
at the Maples Nursing 
Home in Tavistock on 
Monday, June 13, 2016, 
Norma of Wellesley, in 
her 91st year.

KLOEPFER, ROBERT WILLIAM 
| Suddenly on Saturday, 
June 4, 2016, age 77 
years. Local relatives are 
his daughter Brenda-
Lee Cabeldu (Greg) of 
Maryhill.

LEIS, SARAH |  Peace-
fully at Trinity Village, 
Kitchener, surrounded 
by family, Sarah (nee 
Gerber) formerly of Nith-
view Community, New 
Hamburg and Wellesley 
in her 99th year.

MERKLEY, RETA EILEEN | At 
Pinecrest Manor Nursing 
Home on Friday, June 
10, 2016, Reta Merkley of 
Wingham, age 92 years. 
Local relatives are her 
daughter Lucille and 
Doug Campbell of Elmira.

WETZEL, JOHN F. | Passed 
away peacefully, on 
Friday, June 10, 2016 at 
Freeport Hospital, at the 
age of 86.

DEATH 
NOTICES

ANOTHER SEASON OF WELLESLEY IDOL GETS UNDERWAY

The first round of brave singers took the stage at the Wellesley Community Centre on May 29 for the start of this year’s Wellesley Idol. Eight will be moving on to the semi-finals on Sept. 13 at the Wellesley Fall Fair. On the right are two of the eight moving on: Christian Economides 
and Maddy Kuehl. They both also performed in last year’s Wellesley Idol. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

GO AHEAD,  
MAKE THEIR DAY.

PLACE A FAMILY  
ALBUM NOTICE!

www.observerxtra.com/family-album
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LIVING HERE
VOLUNTEERISM / ALWAYS READY TO HELP

THE SHOP HAS BEEN a 
flurry of activity. We’re 
loving the cakes and party 
platters for showers, birth-
days and anniversaries – 
this is probably our busiest 
time of the year. 

That said, our team is 
still smiling after a heavy 
workload. Not every day 
is perfect but there is no 
doubt everyone tries their 
best.  

Every few months we get 
together outside of work. 
For me, it’s a thank-you for 
all they give to make our 
business so successful – 
something I don’t take for 
granted. This week we get 
to celebrate the addition of 
a sweet baby boy, and a few 
months from now there’ll 
be a wedding. 

Now we have a few days 
to catch up with each 
other, our prep  and 
perhaps share 

A refreshing 
beverage to 
help beat 
the heat

CHEF’S TABLE | 35VOLUNTEER | 35

WHITNEY NEILSON

RECOGNIZED BY TWO OR-
GANIZATIONS last week for 
her longtime volunteerism, 
Elmira’s Charlotte Vines 
has a simple reason for her 
contributions.

“I guess it was the thing 
to do,” she says with a 
laugh.

The Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival presented her with 
a Friend of the Festival 
award at the committee’s 
annual funds dispersal 
evening, where they hand 
out money raised from the 
festival to various organiza-
tions.

Despite this year’s fes-
tival being less than two 
weeks before she had to go 
in for hip surgery, she in-
sisted on helping flip pan-
cakes, as she’s done every 
year since the festival’s 
inception, for a total of 52 
consecutive years.

“She had a hip surgery 
revision scheduled and it 
was Apr. 12 and she still 
called and insisted on go-
ing to volunteer on the 
festival date, 12 days before 
her surgery. Either way you 
look at it, it’s a bit remark-
able,” said her son, Mark 
Vines.

She says it was important 
for her to continue helping 
out, despite recently mov-
ing into the Elmira Chart-
well Retirement Residence.

“I didn’t want to give up 
one year,” Charlotte said.

It turns out last week 
was doubly special for her 
because she was also given 
an award from Canadian 
Blood Services for her 45 
years of volunteer work for 
them. She volunteered on 

Elmira woman who’s fl ipped pancakes each year receives award from Elmira Maple Syrup Festival 
committee; her decades of volunteer eff ort also noted by Canadian Blood Services

the registration desk for the 
local blood donor clinics up 
until about a year ago.

Cheryl Peterson from the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festi-
val committee spoke about 
Vines’ contributions to the 

festival at last week’s event.
“John Kendall, who 

organizes the Woolwich 
Community Services vol-
unteers in the pancake 
tent, told me that Charlotte 
is always involved. She 

called him up in November 
of last year to let him know 
that her daughter and her 
granddaughter would be 
volunteering in their slot – 
three generations flipping 
pancakes. She told me that 

she has seen lots and lots of 
pancakes in her years, and 
most of them have hit the 
plates, and some have hit 
the ground,” Peterson said.

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

xxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxx xxxx

A Friend of every Festival day

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net

Did you know … 
We go above and beyond your usual lube, oil and 
filter at Leroy’s. When you bring your vehicle to 
us for a maintenance service, we also perform a 
complimentary visual vehicle inspection every time to 
catch any potential concerns as well as prepare and 
monitor a custom maintenance package for you and 
your vehicle so you never have to worry about it! Also, 
as always, your 5th oil change is on us! Book your 
maintenance service in with us today! – Kendrick 

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

Elmira’s Charlotte Vines was presented with a Friend of the Festival award by Cheryl Peterson for her 52 years of volunteering at the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Fun, Fabulous
Fashion & Gifts!

fb and me
Boutique

40 Arthur St. S Elmira

TUES & WED 10 - 5:30  |  Thurs 10 - 8  |  FRI 10 - 5:30  |  SAT 10 - 4
519-210-1200

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

JUNE 17

ST. TERESA OF AVILA’S 27th annual garden party held 
at St. Teresa of Avila Church, 19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira. 
Community BBQ in the hall from 5-8 p.m., and outdoor 
snack booth. Lots of fun for young and old: bingo, 
penny table, silent auction, bouncies, games, inside and 
outside activities, and more. Play area for children under 
5. Evening ends with fireworks at 9:30 p.m. All welcome.

JUNE 18

COME JOIN THE FUN - Woolwich Community Lions 
Club & Lions Club of Elmira are hosting their annual 
“Family Fun Chicken BBQ,” 4-10 p.m. (Dinner served 
5:30- 7:30) Lions Hall, 40 South St. W., Elmira. Chicken 
dinner $15 adult & $8 child ages 4-12.  Advance tickets 
only. Takeout available from 5 p.m. Live entertainment 
by Cowboy Up. Children’s activities. Proceeds to 
Woolwich Community Services, Lions Resource Centre 
and community betterment. For more information or 
tickets please call 519-669-5084.

ART ROUND THE POND, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  Come 
out to the park in Wellesley for a day of fine art & 
entertainment featuring the talents of local artists 
and artisans. Free admission. Outside, rain or shine. 
For more information www.artroundthepond.ca.

MARYHILL KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS 8th Annual Car Show 
& Shine, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m., Maryhill Community Centre. 
Wheelchair accessible, with an air conditioned area for 
your comfort. Admission $2 per person, $5 a family.  
Entry $10 - complimentary lunch voucher with each 
car. People’s choice, BBQ, door prizes & raffles, live 
music. No pets allowed. Proceeds to local charities. For 

more info, call Doug Zinger at 519-648-2939.

JUNE 20

ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society meeting 
8:30 p.m. Trinity United Church, 21 Arthur St. N., 
Elmira. Presenting Elisabeth Burrow, from Jewels 
Under the Kilt in Fergus, who will speak about 
“Growing Nut Trees Locally.” Members free; non 
members $2. 

JUNE 21

JOIN US THIS WEEK June 21 - 24) at the Woolwich 
Youth Centre for gym night, an ice-cream social, 2L 
pop competition, water balloon games and many 
more exciting summer activities. All youth Grade 6 
- age 19 are invited, first-time visitors free. For more 
information, contact Carlina or Shianna at the Youth 
Centre 519-669-3539, email: woolwichyouthcentre@
hotmail.com Facebook: “Woolwich Youthcentre.”

TUESDAY LUNCHEON 11:30 A.M. at Gale Presbyterian 
Church, 10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. Please join us for 
the last luncheon before summer. Cold ham, salads, 
bread, dessert & beverage $12. Next luncheon will be 
Sept. 20.

JUNE 22

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open at 
11:30 a.m.). Linwood Community Centre, 5279 Ament 
Line, Linwood. Cost $11. Join us for a noonday light 
lunch and fellowship. Call Community Care Concepts 
at 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 for more 
information.

JUNE 24

HUGS (HEALTH, UNDERSTANDING, GROWTH, Sharing) 
at the Woolwich Community Health Centre (10 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs). For parents and their 
children (0-5 yrs) living in the catchment area of 
WCHC; 9:30-11 a.m. Topic: Trash Talk - Financial 
Planning: What to teach children about money. For 
more information call Heidi at 519-664-3794, ext. 237.

JUNE 27

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open 11:30 
a.m.). Woolwich Memorial Centre, 24 Snyder Ave. 
S., Elmira (community room). Cost $6. Join us for a 
noonday light lunch and fellowship. Call Community 
Care Concepts at 519-664-1900 for more information. 

BABY FOOD BASICS: 6 months to 1 year. Learn how to 
make and store baby food, what foods are good for 
your baby’s age and stage, and learn ways to nurture 
a “good eater.” Join registered dietician Robin Hicken 
for this free session at Woolwich Community Health 
Centre (10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs) from 2-3:30 p.m. 
For more information call 519-664-3794.

JUNE 28

COME JOIN US THIS week at the Woolwich Youth 
Centre for our final gym night, a softball throw 
competition, and  an end of the school year party! All 
youth starting Grade 6 in September to age 19 invited. 
First-time visitors are free. For more information 
contact Carlina or Shianna at the Youth Centre. 
Phone 519-669-3539. Email: woolwichyouthcentre@
hotmail.com.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:30 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

519-669-1459  •  www.elmiracommunity.org
Birdland Plaza, 112 Oriole Parkway, Unit 5, Elmira

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

“Fallen Angels 
and Demons”
Speaker: Dr. Kirk Durston

Sunday, June 19th
9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Sunday, June 19th

10:45 am

Speaker: Ray Jones

Father’s DayBuilding relationships with God,
one another, and the world.

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
www.kcf.org

www.kcf.org/academy

850 Sawmill Road, Bloomingdale, ON
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church Vacation Bible School
July 4th to 8th, 9-11:30am

Register @ 519-669-5123

Worship: 9:30am

Father’s Day

Apr. 16, 9am Learn to Can Sausage
Register @ 519-669-5123

7pm Rescue Junction Concert

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 
REACH OUT
Spread the word, 
advertise your 
service here 
every week.
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*MSRP of $24,995 on 2016 Crosstrek Touring 5MT (GX1TP). Lease rate of (0.5%) for (24) months. Monthly payment is ($268 on 2016 Crosstrek) with ($3,472) down payment. Option to purchase at end of lease is ($17,364) with ($4,227) due on 
signing. Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus charges for Freight/PDI ($1,675 on 2016 Crosstrek), Air Conditioning Charge ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($17.75), OMVIC Fee ($10), Dealer Admin ($199). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank 
of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown: 2016 Crosstrek Limited Package CVT w/ Tech with an MSRP of $31,895. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Offers applicable 
on approved credit at participating dealers only. Lease based on a maximum of (20,000 km/month for 24 months on the 2016 Crosstrek), with excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and Financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services 
by TCCI. Other lease and Finance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Offers available until June 30th, 
2016. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details. ‡Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods.

26 Manitou Drive, Kitchener, ON  |  Tel: (519) 894-2050
www.geminimotors.com

Walking school bus heads to Wellesley PS
Pilot project to encourage kids to walk to the school embraced by community, so it’ll roll out full-time in September

WITH THE GOALS OF get-
ting more kids walking to 
school every day, Welles-
ley Public School has just 
completed a trial run of 
the Trottibus program. 
It’s the only school in the 
district to test the program 
out.

Started in Quebec five 
years ago by the Canadian 
Cancer Society, the Trot-
tibus program organizes a 
sort of walking school bus, 
with a starting point on a 
route to school, and pick-
ing up more kids along the 
way. 

Volunteers walk with the 
kids, and make sure they 
get to the school yard in 
time for class. The trial run 
in Wellesley was a huge 
success, says vice-princi-
pal Andy Beddoe. 

“I think it went very 
well. There was a lot of 
enthusiasm,” he said after 
the first walk to school on 
Tuesday morning, adding 
that there are still a few 
kinks to be worked out. 
“You could tell that par-
ents and students weren’t 
really sure what to expect, 
so it was good to see them 
out there and figuring out 
what was going on.”

The goal is to have the 
Trottibus program run-
ning every school day in 
September, and Beddoe 
encourages parents to 
sign up their kids. This 
past week, there were two 
routes in action. The first 
starting from Village Road 
and Nithbank Road, and 
the second at Molesworth 
Road and Schweitzer Cres-
cent.

Beddoe says the idea is 
to get kids moving with 
less cars around the school 
in the mornings.

“The Canadian Cancer 
Society is involved in this, 
so, obviously, their take 
on it is that through active 
lifestyles, the chances of 
having cancer are reduced 
– the fitness and health 
benefits. It is social too. 
Sometimes getting out of 

the house in the morning 
is such a struggle, then 
there will be this nice little 
time to get in the zone,” 
he said. “Students are 
more alert when they get 
to school on the academic 
side of things – they will be 

more alert in class. There is 
also that extra pair of eyes 
on the children, monitor-
ing them. Kids get to learn 
about how to be a pedes-
trian and road safety in a 
social setting. It is about 
building relationships, too. 

There will be fewer cars on 
the road, fewer parked cars 
on the streets with kids 
running between them. 
There are a lot of benefits.”

Right now, for Beddoe 
and staff, it is all about 
getting the word out about 
the program to as many 
parents as possible. He 
says that one concern has 
been safety, but the volun-
teers and staff have that 
covered. 
“Our planning department 
with our school board, as 
well as people from the 
township and then also 
Waterloo Public Health, 
they are always looking 
for safe active routes to 

school,” he said. “It is one 
of those things that we 
want to make sure is safe 
for our students, so we 
have spent a lot of time 
monitoring, especially in 
our parking lot, but also 
the number of vehicles 
on the road close to the 
school. Especially out in 
front of the school, we 
had parents parking on 
both sides of the road on 
Village; it was dangerous, 
so we asked the township 
to put up a sign that said 
[parking on] just one side.”

More information about 
the Trottibus program can 
be found online at www.
trottibus.ca.

LIZ BEVAN

Wellesley PS vice-principal Andy Beddoe meets students at the starting point for one of the 
Trottibus routes on Tuesday morning. Kids are encouraged to join the bus along the route to 
walk to school instead of parents driving. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

• Born & Raised in Elmira
• Grand daughter of Levi & Melinda Shantz
• Supporting Community for 20 years.

Juliane Shantz
B.A. (Hons), M.CI.SC, AuD,
Doctor of Audiology

ELMIRA  519-669-4425

The Clock Tower Wellness Centre
 w w w.earandhear ingc l in i c . com

FREE Hearing Consultation

Grand daughter of Levi & Melinda Shantz

FREE WORKSHOP JUNE 28 10AM
CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS
IN BUSINESS

Guest Speaker Peter Stelmacovich from Phonak
Sign up now for our FREE workshop

Hear Better 
in NOISE

Join us for this special 
TIPS & TRICKS Session!
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ACROSS
1. Beginning
5. Jazz genre
10. Cremona artisan
15. ___ bean
16. Dream guy
17. St. Patrick’s home
18. Uncaring
20. Rapids craft
21. ___ mortals
22. Absorbed, as a cost
23. Doha resident
25. Church fixture
28. Arab open-air market
30. Masefield play “The 
Tragedy of ___”
31. Challenges
35. City on the Aire
37. Babysitter’s handful
38. Beanie Babies, e.g.

39. Abnormal swelling
42. Scornfully mocking
45. Monument or empty 
tomb
48. Stiff wiry fabric
49. Ancient Nile Valley 
kingdom
51. “You don’t say!”
52. Large, cushiony 
footstools
53. Like some decrees
55. Black cat, maybe
56. PM preceder
57. “Catch-22” pilot
59. Chamber group, maybe
60. Circle overhead?
61. Protomatter of the 
universe

DOWN
1. Baseball bat wood
2. Farm soil
3. Combustible heap
4. Large ___ Collider (CERN 
particle accelerator)
5. Car protector
6. Off the mark
7. Mooring post
8. S-shaped moldings
9. High degree
11. Cold cuts, e.g.
12. Indo-Europeans
13. Beauty pageant wear
14. One way to be repaid
16. Yours truly
19. County town of Hert-
fordshire
20. Japanese (paper or silk) 
wall hanging

23. Pageant winner
24. Auspices
26. Peek
27. Roman magistrate
29. Senior
32. Asian nurse
33. Lift
34. “Who cares?”
36. Information
40. Audio effect
41. English
43. Place to eat a fine meal
44. Atlantic catch
46. Attorneys’ org.
47. Consumes
50. Old World buffalo
54. Base
58. Agitate
59. “___ will be done”

Can the mind heal the body? There does seem to be a two-way feedback loop

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. Can the mind heal 
the body? What do to-
day’s scientists have to 
say on the matter?

A. “Inflammation, blood 
sugar and breathing rate 
can all influence mood and 
it seems mood may influ-
ence those processes right 
back,” argues Jo March-
ant in her book, “Cure: A 
Journey into the Science 
of Mind and Body,” as re-
ported to Laura Sanders in 
“Science News” magazine. 
As evidence, consider the 
placebo effect. In the case 
of Parkinson’s disease suf-
ferers, a placebo can mimic 

a drug’s effects, flooding 
the brain with the chemi-
cal messenger dopamine. 
Intriguingly, “placebos can 
help even when people 
know they’re taking a 
fake.”

Additionally, one small 
study found that termi-
nal cancer patients who 
talked with palliative care 
specialists about quality of 
remaining life had less de-
pression and better experi-
ences than patients who 
didn’t, with the former 
living nearly three months 
longer. Other research has 
shown that “the mind is a 
powerful ally in the quest 
for health,” including hyp-
notherapy for people suf-
fering from irritable bowel 
syndrome, virtual reality 
snow worlds for burn vic-
tims and comforting talk 

for women undergoing 
breast biopsies.

As Marchant puts it, “We 
are humans, not machines, 
after all. When we’re re-
ceiving medical care, our 
mental state matters.”
Q. In pre-literate times, 
practiced balladeers had 
the ability to remember 
whole sagas at a sitting. 
Are you one of those rare 
birds out there today 
that knows by heart the 
entire 880,000-word 
output of William Shake-
speare?

A. To put that into 
perspective, the Bible at 
around 750,000 words 
started life as an oral 
tradition, answers John 
Wood of Derbyshire, UK, in 
“New Scientist” magazine. 
“Memorizing such a large 
body of work requires in-

terest, practice and time.” 
George Fox (1624-1691), 
founder of the Quakers, 
reportedly could recite the 
Bible in its entirety.

“I expect some members 
of the Royal Shakespeare 
Company will know many 
if not all of the Bard’s 
works by heart,” Wood 
says. But with continued 
technological progress and 
with our smartphones and 
computers to access all the 
knowledge in the cloud, 
“these feats of memory 
will become rarer and less 
believable.”
Q. How is microbiology 
meshing with fashion to 
create a garment that’s 
actually alive?
A. No, it’s not leather 
or fur or wool or silk but 
fabric made with “Bacillus 
subtilis natto,” bacteria 

that respond to body mois-
ture, says Britt Peterson in 
“Smithsonian” magazine. 
“When a person wearing 
the fabric heats up (and be-
gins to sweat), the bacteria 
expand and the flaps open, 
releasing heat from the 
skin. Once the skin dries, 
the bacteria contract, clos-
ing the flaps and retaining 
body heat.”

The MIT research team 
made up of chemical engi-
neers, computer scientists 
and designers selected 
natto for their project since 
it’s also safe to work with. 
A biohybrid film produced 
by a printer lays down 
lines of the bacteria onto 
plastic or latex that is then 
cut into flaps and sewn 
into specialized cloth. For 
the finished product, pic-
ture a full-body garment 

that resembles a “Star 
Trek” uniform.

The next challenge — to 
make the cloth fully wash-
able — needs a little back-
ground: Japanese legend 
has it that a samurai in 
the midst of battle forgot 
his steamed soybeans 
wrapped in straw; when he 
finally opened the contain-
er, he found the beans had 
fermented into a sticky 
and “deliciously pungent” 
palate pleaser. So, as Peter-
son concludes, researchers 
need to make the fabric 
washable, “because no-
body wants to smell like 
fermented soybeans.”

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK

OBSERVER ABROAD

Ian & Marlene Faulds recently returned from a tour of Italy after taking in the sights, including the reknowned Coliseum with the Observer 
in Rome, Italy.
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VOLUNTEER: She keeps flippin’ those pancakes
FROM | 31

Being able to flip pan-
cakes with her daughter 
Brenda and granddaughter 
Claire was pretty special, 
and she’s hoping she’s been 
able to pass on her volun-
teer spirit to her family that 
way.

“I enjoyed it. I enjoyed 
meeting people and it 
wasn’t too strenuous,” 
Charlotte says, as to why 
she’s kept going back year 
after year.

Peterson said Charlotte 
demonstrated her commit-
ment to the community for 
52 years and her contribu-
tions haven’t gone unno-
ticed.

“You have made a differ-
ence with the supports and 
organizations that benefit 

from the festival. And, now 
that that hip is fixed, we 
expect you back next year,” 
Peterson said.

Mark notes they grew up 
across from Tim Hortons 
on Arthur Street, and back 
then that’s where the sugar 
bush tour started. Whip-
poorwill Drive was only 
a one-lane gravel road at 
that time and they had hay 
rides and a sugar shanty 
there too. It was impossible 
not to notice the flurry of 
activity on festival day, and 
to not want to get involved.

“She takes her volunteer-
ing seriously. I didn’t really 
realize until Thursday that 
she really has been there 
every single year. It does 
now, after hearing, make 
sense,” Mark said.

It came as a surprise to 
her when she found out 
she’d be receiving a Friend 
of the Festival award this 
year because she wasn’t out 
looking for applause for her 
efforts.

“It’s fun to do. You meet 
a lot of people,” Charlotte 
said.

One of her favourite parts 
of the festival is getting to 
see lots of familiar faces ev-
ery year. She’s planning to 
be back flipping pancakes 
in the pancake tent next 
year, as per usual.

She doesn’t pinpoint one 
highlight from her time at 
the festival, but says it’s all 
a lot of fun.

“There’s so many. The 
whole day’s a highlight,” 
she said.

a beverage – non-alcoholic 
for a few of us this week!  
I’m thinking of all the 
handmade teas made by 
Raelene at Tea and All its 
Splendour in our store. On 
ice, they are delish! 

Speaking of delicious 
and refreshing, try this 
iced-tea spritzer.

White Ginger 
Peach and 
Raspberry 
Spritzers
Raspberry Smash
1 cup raspberries 
1/2 cup organic agave
5 leaves fresh mint

Place in bowl and smash 
with fork. 

To brew tea (remember 
cold brew is the best), fill 
three-quarters of a one-
litre container  with cold, 
filtered water, and then top 
up with ice.

Add 3 white ginger peach 
tea bags in container and 
store in fridge overnight or 
8-10 hours. After that time, 
discard the tea bags. 

Spritzer
1 Tbsp. of raspberry smash
5 fresh raspberries 
1 lemon slice 
1 handful of ice 

Fill wine glass two-thirds 
of the way with tea. Fill the 
rest of the way with soda 
water. 

Enjoy with a friend!

CHEF’S TABLE: 
Spritzing it up 
to stay cool 
and refreshed
FROM | 31

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

315 Arthur St., S.,
ELMIRA

Locally Owned & Operated
by Doug & Mary Lou Pagett

 OPEN 24 HOURS 
519-669-5403519-669-5403

Selected 10” 

Hanging
Baskets
$999

12” 

Hanging
Baskets
$1499

&up

10” 

Boston
Ferns

$1499

4” 
Annuals,
Vegetables,
or Herbs

Vegetable 

Plants

79¢

99¢

Bedding 

Plants Planter
Baskets
$1499

/ 4
pack

Flat of 12
for $6.99

79¢/ 4
pack

Flat of 12
for $6.99 &up

Garden
Centre
Sales

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com

APPLE
iPADs

$14999

Windows 7/10
DESKTOPS

Computer/Laptop/iPad Service: WE FIX ALL BRANDS

Lenovo W500
15.4” DLX. Laptop

$24999

INTEL Core2Duo 2.53GHz
4GB RAM, 160GB HardDrive

High-End Graphics, Win-7Pro

HP 2560p EliteBook
12.5” Ultra-Portable

$29999

Fast INTEL i5 2.5GHz Proc.
4GB RAM, 320GB HardDrive

Windows-7 Pro

$79999

Acer Travelmate
14” Laptop New!

$39999

INTEL i3 2.4GHz, Windows-7
4GB RAM, 320GB HardDrive

MS-Office Light: Word & Excelstarting at

APPLE
MacBooks

starting at
$14999

from

PLAYIN’ IT SAFE ON THE FARM

Kids got a chance to put out a fire at the Waterloo Rural Women’s Kid’s Farm Safety Day in Elmira on Saturday. Here, James Martin helps 
Rachel Perrin, 9, hold a water-filled fire extinguisher as she puts out a controlled fire. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Spectacular
Father’s Day Gifts

Many 
Silhouettes Available:
Buck/Doe/Fawns/Moose

Roosters/Chickens
Cats/Rabbits/Birds
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STARTS TODAY!
THURS/FRI 9-9 SATURDAY JUNE 18 9-6 SUNDAY JUNE 19 11-5

HURRY IN...THESE DEALS WON’T LAST LONG!

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188 | M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

PER SQ FT
MIN 300SF

MODERN
/L INEAR FT

PER SQ FT
MIN 300SF

TRADIT IONAL
/L INEAR FT

INSTALLATION
WITH LIFETIME WARRANTY!

LAMINATECARPET HARD
WOOD $147

/SF 
MIN 300 SF

$127
/SF 
MIN 300 SF47¢

/SF 
MIN 300 SF

97¢per sq ft
REG 3.99

 13” x 24”
PORCELAIN

TILE REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

97¢per sq ft
REG 1.99

 LUXURY
VINYL

PLANKS REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

  NO
TAX

KW’S LARGEST 
SELECTION OF
AREA RUGS

100’s to choose from!

 

PL
US

$197per sq ft
REG 8.99

5”W x APPROX 3/4”
HAND

SCRAPED 
LUXURY
BAMBOO REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

$165per sq ft
REG 3.99

5MM 
CLICK
VINYL

PLANKS REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

$197per sq ft
REG 3.99

12MM 
LAMINATE
+ 2mm PAD 
ATTACHED! REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

$137per sq ft
REG 3.19

KRONO
SWISS

LAMINATE
AC4 commercial grade

2 modern colours REG 3.19REG 3.19REG 3.19REG 3.19REG 3.19

$297per sq ft
REG 8.99

4¼” WIDE
CLICK 

ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPED 
HICKORY 
OR MAPLE REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

$2997each
REG 59.99

36”w x ¾”   
  SOLID
oak or maple   

   STAIR     
TREADS REG 59.99REG 59.99REG 59.99REG 59.99REG 59.99

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

from

$97each

   12’ X 12’
 CARPET
REMNANTS
 PLUS NO TAX! from

87¢per sq ft
REG 1.99

KRONO
SWISS

LAMINATE
wide plank oak REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

swiss made swiss made

made   in
CANADA

$397per sq ft
REG 8.99

NEW!
LEDGE
STONE

over 12 colours in stock! REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

from

$197per sq ft
REG 6.99

GLASS 
& STONE

BACK
SPLASH REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from

57¢per lin ft
REG 1.99

PRIMED
BASE

BOARDS
3 7/8” x 12’ REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

$137per sq ft
REG 2.59REG 2.59REG 2.59REG 2.59REG 2.59REG 2.59

BERBER
CARPET

PLUS FREE 
UNDERPAD!

IT’S BACK!!

*may not be exactly as shown


