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New roundabout rules look to boost pedestrian safety

CROSSING A ROUNDABOUT, 
AND other intersections, in 
the Region of Waterloo is 
about to become a little bit 
safer for pedestrians. 

After working with the 
province’s Ministry of 
Transportation for nearly a 
decade, changes have been 
made to the Highway Traf-
fic Act, says the region’s 
manager for transportation 
engineering, Bob Hender-
son.

“It has been a long time 
coming,” he said. “We are 
excited to get these new 
signs and devices installed 
as soon as possible.”

The changes were made 
official in the Highway Traf-
fic Act on Jan. 1 of this year, 
but the installations of new 
signs and new speed limits 
won’t be in place until the 
fall, he said. It is a matter of 
money and education. 

“We have to get funding 
in place. The ministry sort 
of surprised us with the 

changes to the Highway 
Traffic Act. We were antici-
pating it maybe a little bit 
later, but it came up sooner 
which is actually good,” he 
said. “But, we have to get 
funding in place, and we 
need time to educate the 
public about the changes, 
so we are planning on do-
ing some education before 
we refit the roundabouts. 
We are trying to get the 
pamphlets out as soon as 
possible, but right now, it is 
looking like July.”

The changes include 
new pedestrian crossing 
signs, reduced speed limits 
approaching roundabouts 
and increased penalties for 
failing to obey the signage. 

“The signs will change 
from our 45 cm by 45 cm 
yield to pedestrians signs, 
to a 75 cm by 60 cm rect-
angular, larger sign. It will 
be white with a pedestrian 
symbol on there, and it will 
have a tab underneath that 
will say, ‘Stop For Pedestri-
ans,’” said Henderson. “You 

could say that the signs will 
be bigger, so they might 
be a bit more predominant 
and prevalent to a driver, 
however, there are now 
fines associated with dis-
obeying these signs as well. 
They are enforceable. Driv-
ers if they don’t yield to a 
pedestrian could be subject 
to a fine of up to $500, and 
three demerit points. Under 
the level 2 pedestrian cross-
ing legislation, in order to 
legally implement these 
devices, the speed limit ap-

proaching the roundabout 
has to be 60 km/h or less.”

There isn’t a set plan for 
which roundabouts or in-
tersections will be getting 
the new signs and speed 
limits quite yet, but the 
work will start in the fall.

“We are leaving that up 
to the field staff, to deter-
mine some kind of sched-
ule and to see where they 
go. We haven’t given any 
priority to any locations 
in the region at this time,” 
said Henderson. 

Ms. Charlene Guth’s Grade 2 class from Riverside Public School celebrates the last day of school, not only for the 2015-2016 school year, but also the last day at the current Riverside building. The students and staff will be moving into a new building for a September start. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

REALLY THE LAST DAY OF SCHOOL AT RIVERSIDE
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Grade 6 students from Wellesley Public School wrote nearly 100 letters to local businesses and community members, asking for their help in fighting hidden poverty. The letters were successful, gathering plenty of items for donation to 
local families dealing with low incomes. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Wellesley PS students learn the power of persuasion

AT THE FRONT OF the 
Wellesley Public School 
library, there is a long 
table filled with items like 
footballs, tools, games and 
toys, gift cards, food items 
and more. 

All of those items will be 
going to families in need in 
Wellesley Township in an 
effort to fight the hidden 
poverty in the community. 

What started as a per-
suasive writing assignment 
for the school’s Grade 6 
students has ended up as 
a drive to help those who 
need an extra hand. 

Sue Martin was at the 
school in the spring, shar-
ing with students what she 
does as a family outreach 
worker at Carizon, a family 
and community services 
program based in Kitchen-
er. She works with families 
in Wellesley and was at the 
school on Tuesday morn-
ing to accept the donations 
collected by the students.

“I am overwhelmed 
and amazed,” she said af-
ter seeing the amount of 
things that will be going to 
help. “Some of it is for sure 
going to families that I 

know need certain things. 
Some of the footballs and 
all that, there are large 
families where this would 
be a great thing for them, 
especially in the summer-
time. For some of the tools, 
like the hammers and 
tape measures, that will 
be great for teen boys that 
do woodworking. They 

will absolutely appreciate 
having their own hammer 
and their own tape mea-
sure. It is just about hav-
ing your own. It is a very 
important thing. Some of 
those things will be just 
fabulous. I am just over-
whelmed. These kids are 
so persuasive. And kudos 
to the teachers for help-

ing the kids to realize that 
there is poverty, because 
here it isn’t seen.”

Each student wrote a 
letter, amounting to more 
than 85 pieces of cor-
respondence sent out to 
businesses all over Water-
loo Region. Some of the 
responses were exactly 
what the students were 
looking for. Sam Chackra-
burtty read the letter he 
wrote to Staples asking for 
the company to donate 
some school supplies to 
families that couldn’t af-
ford to send their children 
to school with a full back-
pack. 

“Dear Staples, imagine 
waking up in a freezing 
cold house with holes, 
eating a breakfast of stale 
toast and expired milk, 
and then going to school 

with nothing but your 
clothes. It seems hard to 
think of, but this is every-
day life for children of par-
ents who are under LICO,” 
he read to the group gath-
ered in the library. “LICO 
stands for low income cut 
off, but it won’t stand for 
anything in the future. 
My goal is to crush hidden 
poverty once and for all. 
That is why I strongly be-
lieve Staples should donate 
school supplies to LICO 
families to help cripple the 
threat of poverty.”

Grade 6 teacher Deb 
Sargent addressed the 
students, thanking them 
for their selflessness and 
hard work when it came to 
writing the persuasive let-
ters requesting a little bit 
of help.

“We started this as a 

persuasive writing task, 
and usually at this age, 
persuasion and the power 
to persuade is for personal 
gain or benefit and Mrs. 
Beu and I wanted to reach 
beyond that and try to 
see if we could use our 
persuasive techniques to 
help others in need. Look-
ing at the table, we can 
say that we did a great job. 
We talked about how we 
may or may not get a re-
sponse, and we had some 
businesses respond say-
ing that they had already 
made their donations for 
the year, or it is not a good 
time for us. And from 
others, we got some good 
news. Either way, we need 
the students to know that 
they have put their 100 per 
cent effort into it, and we 
have a lot to smile about.”

Letter-writing campaign brings in a large assortment of goods for those in need of assistance

LIZ BEVAN

UNHAPPY WITH COSTS 
THAT came in well above its 
budget, Woolwich will look 
to the contractor with the 
lowest bid for suggestions to 
lower the price tag on a new 
community centre building 
in Heidelberg.

Frey Building Contrac-
tors’ bid of $442,500 was 
well above the targeted 
amount of $300,000 to 
$350,000 to replace the 
condemned field house with 
a new structure. Council-
lors meeting Tuesday night 
leaned towards sticking with 
an upper limit of $350,000, 
discussing scaling back the 
project or staging it in order 
to get closer to the target 
figure.

Woolwich looks to trim costs of 
Heidelberg Park field house project

At the quoted price, Wool-
wich would have to come 
up with more than $177,000 
to cover the shortfall be-
tween the total cost and the 
$273,000 that’s been raised 
so far, mostly the result of a 
$150,000 Ontario Trillium 
Fund grant. That the grant 
money has to be spent this 
year means the township 
has to move quickly to get 
something built by year’s 
end.

Coun. Mark Bauman sug-
gested the project’s design 
be scaled back, perhaps 
eliminating “some of the 
frills” to bring down the 
costs without losing any 
functionality.

“I think that there are 
ways we can lower this num-
ber substantially,” he said of 

the $443,000 price tag.
Chief administrative of-

ficer David Brenneman 
agreed the $350,000 target 
was “more doable.”

 Coun. Murray Martin, 
however, cautioned about 
cutting back too much now 
with the idea of adding on 
later, noting that would end 
up costing more down the 
line.

“Let’s do it right the first 
time,” he said.

In the end, councillors 
agreed that going back to 
the contractor for sugges-
tions on where to save mon-
ey was the course to pursue.

Council now on summer 
hiatus until August, staff is 
expected to come back with 
a recommendation when 
meetings resume.

STEVE KANNON
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Woolwich 
continues to refine 
changes to its 
settlement maps

township to get going on a 
bypass project even if the 
Region of Waterloo contin-
ues to drag its feet, he sug-
gested.

“We’re worried that the 
region isn’t going to give 
consideration to the by-
pass.”

But Coun. Mark Bauman 
questioned the need to in-
clude what is largely flood-
plain land in the settlement 
area at the south end of 
Elmira. The bypass route 
– which is still some time 
off – could be realigned to 
begin farther to the north, 
he noted.

The bypass plan was also 
challenged by a planner for 
Home Hardware, who ar-
gued against reducing land 
allocations in St. Jacobs 
and applying the quota to 
the Elmira project.

Scott Patterson of plan-
ners Labreche Patterson 
said the township should 
bring into the village settle-
ment more land adjacent 
to Home Hardware’s Henry 
Street headquarters, al-
lowing room for a much 
needed expansion.

Hugh Handy, a plan-
ner with the GSP Group, 
pressed for a swap of land 
requests in Bloomingdale 
on behalf of the Stevanus 
family and their company, 
Van-Del Contracting.

Where previous meetings 
spent considerable time 
on Breslau’s settlement 
boundaries, there was 
much less talk this week, 
though issues remain, just 
as there are a few in nearby 
Shantz Station.

With the rationalization 

THE INS AND OUTS of re-
drawing settlement bound-
ary lines – literally decid-
ing which pieces of land are 
brought inside the borders 
and which are cut loose – is 
still an unsolved puzzle for 
Woolwich planners.

Judging from the re-
duced number of delegates 
out Tuesday night com-
pared to past public meet-
ings – the process has been 
underway since 2012 – the 
township is getting closer 
to a final configuration. 
The goal is to have things 
wrapped up by the fall.

There are, however, still 
some property owners un-
happy to be on the outside 
looking in, development 
plans for their land on 
hold until the maps are 
redrawn to their liking. 
For now, the township can 
only shift lines, as for every 
acre brought into the fold, 
another has to be dropped 
somewhere. The whole 
exercise requires no net 
increases in the total size 
of settlement areas – ham-
lets, villages and towns – in 
the township. Some of the 
requests will have to go 
unfilled.

Eyeing a solution to the 
longstanding need for a by-
pass route around Elmira, 
planning staff’s latest draft 
includes allocating space 
along the town’s east side, 
land that could eventually 
see a new road take shape 
as industrial development 
comes on stream, said di-
rector of engineering and 
planning Dan Kennaley.

As drafted, the new 
boundaries could allow the 

STEVE KANNON

LOCAL SONGWRITER, 
MUSICIAN, PRODUCER 
and record-collector Lynn 
Russwurm passed away on 
Monday. He was 85.

He was well-known 
around these parts – and 
southern Ontario for that 
matter – for his love of 
traditional country music 
and spent most of his life 
writing it, playing it, and 
helping to keep it alive.

Russwurm created the 
popular Sunday Night 
Concert Series, which sees 
country and bluegrass 
musicians perform at 
Gore Park in Elmira every 
Sunday throughout the 
summer, packing in large 
crowds for the free con-
certs. It’s now in its 10th 
year. He had planned to 
come out and play a bit this 
summer, but then he fell ill.

Despite being unwell, 
he still booked all the per-
formers himself this year. 

Traditional country music’s best 
friend succumbs to illness
Lynn Russwurm’s music and eff orts to promote the genre he loved will carry on

Still more property owners who want 
in than there’s land to take out as 
township seeks rationalization plan

WHITNEY NEILSON

Lynn Russwurm passed away this week at the age of 85, leaving behind a long legacy of writing, producing and promoting traditional country music. [FILE PHOTO]

His son Lance Russwurm 
will now take over. 

“He wants his songs 
to go on. He’s hoping his 
music will be played after 
he’s gone. We’re going to 
continue with those Sun-
day night shows he’s been 
doing. Those will continue. 
He’s very proud of starting 
that. That in particular he’s 
proud of because they’ve 
become a really big event 
in Elmira,” Russwurm said.

Lynn learned to play gui-
tar as a teenager and cre-
ated the Pine River Trou-
badours, his first band,  
with Stan Taylor, when he 
was 19. Later he teamed up 
with his wife Laura as “The 
Pine River Sweethearts.” 
The band performed 
all over southern On-
tario from the CKNX Barn 
Dance in Wingham to the 
Main Street Jamboree in 
Hamilton. 

They stopped perform-
ing to raise a family, but 
were soon out singing and 

playing again, this time as 
the Hummingbirds, which 
they did for some 15 years.

He also led the Jambo-
ree Reunion Band, which 
was born out of an Old 
Timer’s Reunion he orga-
nized for seven years in 
Kitchener.

Later, he joined forces 
with Bob Tremblay to cre-
ate The Two Plus Who.

Lynn wrote hundreds 
of songs over his 60-some 
years in the music indus-
try, some of which made it 
onto his own CDs, and oth-
ers that were sung by fel-
low musicians. He released 
a songbook just last year 
as a companion to his 2012 
CD, “Singing My Songs.” 
He also wrote seven of the 
songs on Lance’s recent 
album, Self Portrait.

“In addition to the 
music, which everybody 
knows about, he had one 
of the largest record col-
lections in Canada until a 
year or two ago when he 

sold everything,” Russ-
wurm said.

His Floradale home used 
to house some 30,000 al-
bums, a true testament to 
his love of music.

Lance notes he was just 
speaking to The Commer-
cial Tavern owner Paul We-
ber about how they, along 
with other musicians like 
Grant Heywood, all had fa-
thers who were musicians 
in that generation. They all 
had one thing in common: 
they were gentlemen.

“Dad meant well to ev-
erybody, helped out every-
body. He raised two fami-
lies, adopted a bunch of 
kids, he just lived for mak-
ing people happy through 
his music.”

A memorial service will 
take place on Tuesday, 
July 5 at 11 a.m. at St. 
James Lutheran Church 
in Elmira followed by a 
reception. A musical cel-
ebration of his life will take 
place at a later date.
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Young Elmira 
dancer 
preparing for 
competition 
in Germany 
later this year

AN ELMIRA DANCER IS 
heading to Europe to 
chassé, pivot and pas de 
bourree her way to a gold 
medal. 

After auditioning for 
Team Canada Dance, 
Lydia Wilson will be head-
ing to Germany as part of 
the national team for jazz 
dancing. 

It wasn’t her first time 
auditioning, she says, so 
the pressure wasn’t too 
high. She couldn’t have 
been happier with the re-
sults. 

“I was ecstatic. The first 
time I auditioned, I au-
ditioned for the hip hop 
team. I was on the younger 
end of the range of danc-
ers, and I was pretty disap-
pointed,” she said. “I kind 
of expected it because I 

hadn’t done hip hop dance 
in a while, but this year, 
I was smarter and audi-
tioned for my favourite 
style of dance, jazz, and I 
got on the team. I was very, 
very happy.”

Right after her audi-
tion, Wilson knew she had 
made the team.

“(The judge) kept three 
of us after and told us right 
there that she wanted us 
on the team,” she said. 

Now, the training and 
practicing begins. Wilson 
doesn’t even know what 
the routine is going to be 
at the international com-
petition, taking place in 
October. 

“We have two weeks in 
August that have pretty 
long days, and that is 
when we are learning the 
routines, and then every 
Sunday through the fall 

to get everyone together,” 
she said, adding that she 
doesn’t even know which 
countries her and the 
team will be competing 
against, adding a bit of the 
unknown. “We don’t know 
yet. I know there are plen-
ty of countries, but I don’t 
know specifically who is 
going to be there.”

She is definitely excited 
to see what other countries 
are up to in their dance 
studios, however.

“I am looking forward to 
seeing what dance means 
to them and learning from 
each other, as cheesy as 
that sounds,” she said with 
a laugh. “But, it is really 
interesting to go and ex-
perience something that 
you are so familiar with in 
a totally new and different 
way.”

One of Wilson’s favou-

rite things about dancing 
is having a creative outlet. 

“It is just about being 
able to go on stage and 
be a different person for 
a while. It is kind of like 
acting in that sense. You 
get into the routine and 
you can do whatever you 
want with that dance and 
it is very empowering,” she 
shared.

Her friends and family 
have been supportive of 
the Grade 8 Park Manor 
student from the very be-
ginning. 

“I don’t think they 
thought it was feasible 
for someone from Elmira 
to be going to Germany 
for dance, but they are all 
happy for me and I am 
lucky to have them,” she 
said of her friends.

Wilson’s mother, Lynda, 
says she is proud of her 

daughter, and will be send-
ing Lydia to Germany on 
her own to experience Eu-
rope and the international 
competition. 

“She is really hard work-
ing,” said Lynda. “We put a 
lot of miles on the car, but 
it has been great. I think 
she is ready now for this 
adventure on her own. It 
is definitely a strange feel-
ing, sending her there, but 
she is ready. I think Florida 
is as far as we have gone 
before. She started danc-
ing when she was three, 
so this is years in the mak-
ing.”

The dancers, including 
Lydia, will be heading to 
Wetzler, Germany, just 
outside of Frankfurt, for 
the competition on Oct. 23. 

For more information 
visit www.teamcanadada-
nce.com.
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process, Woolwich is look-
ing to bring its planning 
documents into confor-
mity with the new regional 
official plan (ROP). It’s the 

region that’s 
decreed no 
net gains as 

the township 
revises community 

boundaries in three 
classes: rural (the small 
centres such as Conestogo, 
Floradale and Maryhill), 
township urban (Elmira 
and St. Jacobs) and urban, 
the new designation for 
Breslau, where much of 
the growth, particularly 
industrial, is expected. The 
designation also applies to 
the stockyards area south 
of St. Jacobs on the Water-
loo border.

Looking to make better 
use of developable land, 
Woolwich proposes to ra-
tionalize the boundaries of 
settlement areas. The of-
ficial plan amendment dis-
cussed at council Tuesday 
night essentially proposes 
to remove some land from 
the settlements, replacing 
it with other properties 
with great development 
potential.

Kennaley said his staff 
will incorporate the latest 
round of suggestions into 
a new draft to be presented 
to council at another pub-
lic meeting in the fall.

BOUNDARIES: 
Redrawing 
local maps

Lydia Wilson, a student at Elmira’s Park Manor PS, will be heading to Germany 
to jazz dance with Team Canada this fall. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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POLICE BLOTTER

JUNE 24

7:30 PM | A 48-year-old 
New Hamburg man was operating 
his 2015 Suzuki motorcycle south-
bound on Puddicombe Road in 
Wilmot Township. He was slowing 
down or at a full stop waiting to 
turn left onto Bridge Street, when 
he was rear-ended by a grey Ford 
F150 pickup truck being driven by 
a 32-year-old Plattsville woman. 
The motorcycle rider suffered 
serious injuries and was airlifted 
to hospital. Police were on scene 
for several hours reconstructing 
the collision and ask anyone that 
saw the collision to call Waterloo 
Regional Police at 519-653-7700.

JUNE 25

12:20 AM | An officer with 
the Wellington County OPP was 
patrolling Highway 7 near the 
Woolwich-Guelph Town Line. After 
pulling in the rest area there, the 
officer  observed a taxi along with 
a man standing outside the vehicle 
drinking a beer.  When he noticed 
the cruiser, the man got back in to 
the passenger seat of the cab. Dur-
ing the investigation, he provided 
a false name and was found to be 

Fraud cases prompt 
warning from RCMP
THE RCMP FINANCIAL 
CRIME Unit (FCU) issued 
a warning this week about 
an ongoing scam in which 
imposters claim to be from 
the Canada Revenue Agen-
cy (CRA), Immigration 
Refugees and Citizenship 
Canada (IRCC) employees 
[Formerly known as Citi-
zenship and Immigration 
Canada (CIC)], as well as a 
number of police agencies 
across Canada.  

Fraudsters impersonate 
the government officials 
and/or the police by tele-
phone or by email. Fraud-
sters are either phishing 
for your identification and/
or asking that outstand-
ing taxes and/or fees be 
paid through the follow-
ing means: money service 
business (Western Union 
or MoneyGram), electronic 
funds transfer (EFT), pre-
paid credit cards, and 
iTunes gift cards. 

These types of frauds 

attempt to extort money 
from the victims through 
a number of different 
threats, including the sei-
zure of assets, arrests, de-
portation, assaults, kidnap-
ping, and murder. These 
types of frauds are being 
perpetuated coast to coast, 
and have impacted both 
male and female victims 
from many different age 
groups and cultural back-
grounds. 

If you are a victim, the 
RCMP encourages you to 
contact the appropriate au-
thorities. If you, a friend or 
family member has either 
received a call or an email 
from a fraudster, you can 
report it to the Canadian 
Anti-Fraud Centre (CAFC). 
You have two ways to make 
a report to the CAFC; either 
by phone at 1-888-495-8501 
or through their online 
reporting tool at www.
antifraudcentre-centrean-
tifraude.ca.

not following a condition of a court 
order. He was arrested and brought 
to a local OPP Operations Centre. 
The 46-year-old Kitchener man 
was charged with ‘fail to comply 
with recognizance,’ ‘obstruct 
police,’ ‘personation with intent to 
avoid arrest’ and ‘consuming liquor 
in other than licensed premise.’ 

JUNE 26

2:00 AM | An OPP officer 
stopped a vehicle on Road 140 east 
of Listowel.  The male driver had 
been drinking alcohol. A three-day 
driver’s licence suspension was 
served following a “warn” range 
result on the roadside screening 
device.  The 21-year-old Mapleton 
Township man was also charged 
with the Highway Traffic Act 
offence of  ‘novice driver having 
consumed alcohol.’   (Any driver 
under the age of 22 must have 
a zero blood alcohol level when 
driving).  The violation of this 
condition results in a 30 day licence 
suspension.  

JUNE 27

10:59 AM | A fatal collision 
occurred on Highway 85 near 

Sawmill Road, the roundabout 
at St. Jacobs. A southbound SUV, 
being driven by a 74-year-old 
woman from Conestogo, drove 
into the side of a northbound 
truck being driven by a man from 
Waterloo. The driver of the SUV 
was pronounced at the scene. The 
driver of the truck was not injured. 
The cause of the collision is still 
under investigation. Hwy. 85 was 
closed between Sawmill Road and 
King Street. Weather and alcohol 
are not considered factors in this 
collision. Police continue to inves-

tigate the cause of the collision. 
Anyone with information is asked 
to call Waterloo Regional Police at 
519-653-7700. 

5:00 PM | An adult Kitchener 
male was arrested at the Region 
of Waterloo International Airport 
after attempting to board an 
international flight while carrying a 
prohibited weapon. The male was 
charged with ‘unauthorized pos-
session of a prohibited weapon,’ 
‘carry a concealed weapon’ and 
‘weapons dangerous.’

New sidewalk
for First Street

Once the scene of a major battle over 
the installation of new sidewalks – in 
the end, there was blood on the ground, 
not concrete – Elmira’s First Street is 
slated for a new walkway.

As part of this year’s repair and 
expansion program, Woolwich is 
preparing to see sidewalks on both 
sides of First Street, at least in a small 
stretch between Arthur Street and 
Snyder Avenue. The work is part of a 
$90,000 contract awarded this week to 
5 Star Paving Cambridge Inc., which will 

carry out a slew of repairs to sidewalks 
in Elmira, Breslau and St. Jacobs.

Referring to the fight that ensued 
some 20 years ago when the township 
suggested new sidewalks on First Street, 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan mused that this 
might be a stealthy way “to correct a 
historical wrong” on staff’s part.

Director of engineering and planning 
Dan Kennaley noted, however, that the 
move was in keeping with his depart-
ment’s policy of providing sidewalks on 
both sides. Of the seven homeowners 
affected by this phase of the expansion, 
only one replied to information 
circulated, expressing a desire to see the 
idea dropped, he said.

Elmira cenotaph 
to be revamped

Plans to revamp the cenotaph in 
Elmira moved ahead this week, as 
Woolwich council awarded a $96,000 
contract to I.M Benjamins O/A Hardscape 
Concrete & Interlock to carry out the 
work.

The project, including concrete and 
brick inlays, planters, landscaping 
and lighting, is designed to greatly 
enhance the Memorial Park site, which 
in recent years saw the replacement of 
the decades-old marble soldier with 
a bronze replacement. (The original 

soldier, dating back to the 1920s, was 
restored and is now on display at the 
Woolwich Memorial Centre.)

The original budget of $100,000 
has been bumped up to $108,000 by 
drawing on reserve funds.

About half the funding will come from 
a combination of a Canada 150 grant 
($35,480) and pledges from the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 469 ($25,000).

Joint fire, EMS 
station for Breslau

The Region of Waterloo will partner 
with Woolwich on the construction and 
shared occupancy of a new ambulance 

station co-located with the new fire 
station in Breslau. This station will 
improve coverage in the Breslau, 
Bloomingdale and Bridgeport areas, 
as well as at the Region of Waterloo 
International Airport. Construction is 
expected to begin in late 2016 or early 
2017 and be completed in late 2017.

Woolwich tax 
write-offs

A review of township taxes saw 
the cancellation, reduction or refund 
of $$20,625.68 covering claims for 
2014, 2015 and 2016. The amount was 
approved by Woolwich councillors 

meeting June 28.
The township’s share of the tax 

revenue due to the reductions is 
$3,476.86. The remaining funds are 
split between the Region of Waterloo, 
which grabs half of your tax bill, and 
the school boards, which account for 
more than a third.

Such write-offs are typically the 
result of changes in status, such 
as the demolition of a building 
on the property, a vacancy, or the 
property changing its classification, for 
example a bed & breakfast (assessed 
as commercial) is converted back to a 
family residence (assessed at the lower 
residential rate).

Since 
1926
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Dry weathers sees burn bans in effect across 
Wellesley and Woolwich townships

WHITNEY NEILSON

HOT, DRY WEATHER 
HEADING into last week-
end caused Woolwich and 
Wellesley townships to is-
sue temporary open burn 
bans.

The open burn ban took 
effect June 24 at 8 a.m. and 
will continue until further 
notice.

An open burn is the 
burning of materials such 
as wood, cardboard, tree 
limbs, brush or garden 
waste, where the flame is 
not wholly contained.

You can still fire up the 
barbecue and have a camp-
fire, so long as the campfire 
is not larger than 60 by 60 
centimetres. 

Woolwich fire preven-
tion officer Dennis Aldous 
says they didn’t place any 

charges last weekend, but 
did issue some warnings. 

They’re also asking that 
people planning to light 
fireworks for Canada Day 
celebrations be careful be-
cause sparks can ignite dry 
grass, and reminding them 
to always follow the manu-
facturer’s directions.

Woolwich fire chief Rick 
Pedersen says he spoke 
with the district chiefs and 
got input from other neigh-
bouring townships Welles-
ley, Wilmot, Centre Welling-
ton and Mapleton, opting to 
initiate the open burn ban 
from those discussions.

“We looked at Environ-
ment Canada and noticed 
that there’s no substantial 
rain for the next two weeks 
and the ground is hard and 
drying up. We’re just going 
to disallow the open burns 

– the big ones in the open 
fields. We’re still going to 
allow the residential camp-
fires and barbecues. But if 
it gets worse we might put 
a total ban on,” Pedersen 
said.

He says they typically is-
sue one open burn ban each 
year, and this year’s is ear-
lier than usual because the 
area hasn’t seen much rain. 
He notes we were supposed 
to see some rainfall last 
Thursday, but that didn’t 
happen.

“Northern Ontario, 
they’ve issued total bans 
for the last week or two, so 
it’s just moved more down 
south,” Pedersen said.

Anyone caught with an 
open burn during the open 
burn ban will be charged 
under the bylaw. He says 
the fine is $950 and it’s the 

same fine for an open burn 
without a permit.

“When they phone in, 
in the morning to activate 
their permit we’ve been 
telling them of the ban and 
no one’s been upset with it 
so far, so they understand,” 
Pedersen said.

Fire pits are allowed in 
Woolwich, up to two-feet 
wide by two-feet long. They 
have to be 15 feet away from 
property lines, trees and 
outbuildings. Only clean 
wood can be burned - no 
plastic or garbage. 

“There’s no fee for the 
inspection, but we want 
to inspect them to make 
sure they’re located right. 
If there’s any complaints 
because they’re too close or 
they’re bothering someone 

BANS | 21
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CANADA IS ON THE verge of possible la-
bour disruption at Canada Post. Did you 
know? Do you care?

Strike action or a lockout is possible starting July 2. 
Contract negotiations have dragged on, with the com-
pany looking for concessions, the union decrying cuts 
when the corporation keeps posting profits (last month, 
it reported a first quarter profit of $44 million).

There was a time when people knew the names of 
postal union leaders. Strikes were plentiful, and plenty 
disrupting. That was before email and couriers and 
other alternatives to what is now known as snail mail.

Certainly a halt in postal delivery would be hurtful 
to businesses and residents alike. Or at least some of 
them. But nothing like in years past. That reality, along 
with zero public sympathy for posties – and public 
sector unions in general – explains the relative labour 
peace: Workers know they have a weak hand, and 
they’re not eager to play it.

The volume of mail continues to decline – down by 
83 million pieces in the first quarter of this year – lead-
ing to losses the corporation says need to be countered 
by cuts in services. The parcel business, on the hand, 
has continued to increase (volumes up 14.4 per cent), 
buoyed by online shopping. In the quarter, Canada Post 
employees delivered five million more parcels than the 
previous year, boosting revenues by $41 million to $421 
million.

Even with the shift to community mailboxes – halted 
by the federal Liberals – the plan has been to continue 
to deliver packages to customers’ doors.

With its current labour costs, Canada Post argues it 
has a much higher cost structure than its competitors 
in the private sector have, a situation it calls unsustain-
able. The corporation expects nearly 15,000 employees 
to retire or leave the company over the next few years, 
more than enough, it says, to allow for the reduction 
of between 6,000 and 8,000 positions, mainly through 
attrition.

Not surprisingly, that model doesn’t cut it for the 
unions representing postal workers. 

While much less militant than in the past, the postal 
unions have made few friends over the years. With ani-
mosity towards public sector unions growing, postal 
workers will have trouble finding sympathy for their 
plight, even among those who support keeping home 
delivery services intact.

Demographics are not in the workers’ favour, as 
many younger people have grown up with community 
mailboxes. More to the point, the younger generations 
simply don’t user letter mail – its existence is irrelevant 
to them. That they don’t write letter goes without say-
ing, but electronic replacements also extend to bills, 
cheques and a host of other paperwork that used to 
be the mainstay of letter carriers. Today, all of that is 
largely irrelevant.

Canada Post’s letter delivery isn’t helped by the large 
hikes in the cost of stamps. Each increase makes the 
price tag of electronic alternatives – free – that much 
more appealing.

In that environment, it’s easy to see why the union 
has no real desire to go the strike route used so many 
times in the past. Not surprisingly, an extended “cool-
ing off” period requested by the union should the July 
2 date fall through was also rejected by Canada Post na-
bobs. Picket lines aren’t likely imminent. 

Dropping mail 
volumes weaken 
postal unions

“THE EU IS DYING. I hope 
we’ve knocked the first 
brick out of the wall,” ex-
ulted Nigel Farage, leader 
of the United Kingdom 
Independence Party. He 
proposed that June 23, 
when the British narrowly 
voted (51.8 per cent of the 
votes) to leave the Euro-
pean Union, should be a 
new national holiday called 
Independence Day.

But author J.K. Rowling, 
who wanted Scotland to 
remain in the United King-
dom and the UK to remain 
in the EU, tweeted sadly: 
“Scotland will seek inde-
pendence now. Cameron’s 
legacy will be breaking up 
two unions. Neither needed 
to happen.”

Soon-to-be-former Prime 
Minister David Cameron’s 
decision to hold a referen-
dum on Britain’s EU mem-
bership has assured the 
dismantling of the United 
Kingdom. Some 58 per-
cent of the English voted 
“Leave” while 62 per cent 
of Scots voted “Remain.” 
It is “democratically unac-

Brexit — and may then Frexit, Nexit, Swexit, Plexit ... ?
ceptable” for Scotland to 
be dragged out of the EU 
by the English, said First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon, 
and a second independence 
referendum in Scotland is 
“highly likely.”

It remains to be seen 
whether Cameron’s historic 
blunder will also trigger the 
disintegration of the EU 
itself, but there are plenty 
of right-wing nationalists 
in other EU countries who 
hope there will be a domino 
effect.

Marine Le Pen, leader of 
France’s Front National, 
called the UK referendum 
“a key moment in European 
history” and said “I hope 
the French also have a simi-
lar exercise.” And “Frexit” is 
just the start.

Geert Wilders, whose 
anti-Muslim, anti-immi-
gration Freedom Party 
is predicted to win 46 of 
the 150 seats in the Dutch 
parliament in next year’s 
election, promised that if 
he were elected, the Neth-
erlands will hold its own 
“Nexit” referendum. Italy’s 
anti-immigrant Northern 
League and the populist 
5-Star Movement both 
called for a referendum on 
Italian membership of the 
EU.

Kristian Thulesen Dahls, 
the leader of the Danish 
People’s Party, said that 
Denmark should follow 
Britain’s lead. Nationalist 
leaders in Eastern Europe 
like Poland’s Jarosław Kac-
zynski and Hungary’s Vik-
tor Orban indulge in harsh 
anti-EU rhetoric all the 
time. And so on.

But most of the people 
who might vote for these 
nationalist leaders are not 
seeking the destruction of 
the EU, just big changes 
in the way it works – in 
particular the reform or 
abolition of the euro and 
much stricter controls on 
immigration. Unlike the 
“Little Englanders” who 
voted for Brexit, they see 
the European Union as an 
essential bulwark against a 
return to the old Europe of 
beggar-my-neighbour trade 
policies and savage wars.

The EU’s leaders will 
have to take a very tough 
line in the negotiations 
about the European Union’s 
post-Brexit relations with 
the rump of the UK. A 
horrible example will be 
required to show the na-
tionalists and populists in 
other members that leaving 
is hard and painful. And to 
preserve the EU they will 

have to abolish or drastical-
ly restructure the euro cur-
rency (but that had become 
necessary anyway).

The odds are, however, 
that the EU will survive. Its 
biggest problem will not 
be the loss of Britain, its 
second-biggest economy, 
but rather the fact that 
post-Brexit Germany will 
dominate the Union even 
more than it does already.

As for the English, they 
have made their bed and 
they will have to lie in it. 
The pound sterling has al-
ready lost much value and 
will probably lose much 
more. The last of the three 
major global ratings agen-
cies, Standard and Poor’s, 
will downgrade the UK’s 
AAA credit rating. Foreign 
investment will dry up, in 
recognition of the fact that 
the country will probably 
lose duty-free access to the 
EU’s “single market.”

Further down the road 
more pain will follow, as 
jobs disappear abroad, the 
English economy goes into 
recession, and the City of 
London starts to lose its 
status as a global financial 
centre rivalled only by 
New York. That will make 

DYER | 8

Happy Canada Day, stereotypical or otherwise.
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Brexit will follow a familiar script when it comes to who suffers most

OK, SO NOW WHAT?
The UK referendum on 

its future in the European 
Union revealed a couple of 
things. The first, obviously, 
is that a slight majority of 
voters opted for the “Leave” 
side. The second, which 
followed the vote, is that 
the leaders of the so-called 
Brexit movement had no 
plan for what would follow 
their victory.

The country appears es-
sentially rudderless at this 
point, British Prime Minis-
ter David Cameron having 
announced his intention to 
resign, his political obitu-
ary already being written 
in the most unflattering 
terms. He’s the architect 
of failure for the political 
manoeuvre of the refer-
endum and the potential 
disintegration of the United 
Kingdom. 

With the reality of last 
week’s decision sinking in, 
however, there appears to 
be more than a little buy-
er’s remorse going on.

Therein lies some hope 

that cooler heads will pre-
vail. The referendum was 
not legally binding, and the 
House of Commons has to 
vote on the use of Article 
50 of the Lisbon Treaty to 
formally withdraw from 
the EU – a snap election 
could be called as a form of 
reconsideration.

Recognizing this option 
and the underlying eco-
nomic woes that have an-
gered Britons, Tim Farron, 
leader of the Liberal Demo-
crats, is making the case for 
an election call.

“I think it is right that in 
a general election we say 
to the British people that if 
you want to get out of the 
increasing economic mess 
that we find ourselves in, 
where we have lost control, 
[where] we are at the mercy 
of markets, people’s jobs 
are going, people’s liveli-
hoods are being destroyed 
and we are not taking back 
control … And the fact that 
the key tenets of the leave 
campaign are now proved 
to be lies … it would prove 
legitimate for the Liberal 
Democrats to go into the 
next election and say we 
offer you a chance to recon-
sider.”

The final decision will 

have a large financial 
impact on the UK – the 
markets are going haywire 
already – and its people, in-
cluding those who took the 
“Leave” side. But whether 
or not Britain stays or goes, 
the underlying problems 
with the EU remain, partic-
ularly the central bureau-
cracy, the lack of currency 
controls and the immigra-
tion problems. 

Those Britons who voted 
to leave the EU were over-
whelmingly those who felt 
marginalized economically 
and culturally, the result 
of a weakening economy, 
lack of jobs, poorer pros-
pects and lack of afford-
able housing, much of 
the blame for which was 
heaped on the EU and, 
rightly or wrongly, on vis-
ible minorities – plenty of 
people aren’t happy with 
the changing face of Brit-
ain.

On a larger scale, the 
“Leave” vote was an indict-
ment of globalization and 
neoliberalism. People no 
longer trust politicians, 
bureaucrats and those 
labelled elites to serve the 
public good – rather, those 
in charge serve themselves 
and their paymasters. A 

vote to “Leave” is a vote for 
people to take back some 
measure of control of their 
lives.

People are starting to 
wake up to the fact there 
is a fundamental problem 
with “trade” deals: money 
moves instantly, goods are 
shipped globally, services 
can be outsourced readily. 
But people aren’t really 
that mobile. Many want to 
stay among family, friends 
and support systems. For 
those on the move, there 
are financial and cultural 
hurdles that prove insur-
mountable. And mobility 
typically means people 
moving to those locales 
with better economies, 
putting pressure on the job 
market and government 
social programs. And, like 
it or not, there’s a sizeable 
chunk of the population 
that objects to newcom-
ers, especially those with 
clear ethnic and cultural 
differences. The latter fo-
ments the kind of rage that 
is growing in Europe and 
is evident in the U.S. presi-
dential election.

The UK is not alone in 
these attitudes. As Gwynne 
Dyer points out in his col-
umn this week, there’s a 

real fear other EU-member 
countries will follow suit, 
with right-wing parties 
already using the same 
kind of arguments as those 
used effectively by the UK 
Independence Party (UKIP) 
in the run-up to last week’s 
vote.

Immigration has long 
been an issue with populist 
parties, which have grown 
from fringe groups to po-
litical players in places like 
France, the Netherlands 
and Italy, more so since 
2008’s Great Recession and 
resultant austerity. Those 
groups will draw on the UK 
experience.

That makes it all the 
more interesting to see 
what the Brexit leaders will 
do. They are already back-
peddling on the promises 
made during the campaign. 
That politicians lied is 
nothing new – they all do 
it, we know – but the unful-
filled expectations will lead 
to more anger and could 
prompt even more extreme 
movements.

 “There is a clear tension 
between what the voter 
wanted and what senior 
euroskeptic leaders want to 
produce,” notes Matthew 
Goodwin, a professor of 

politics and international 
relations at the University 
of Kent. “If they don’t de-
liver radical reforms on im-
migration, it would be the 
equivalent of pouring gaso-
line on the populist UKIP 
fire that has been burning 
since 2010.”

Again, immigration is 
likely to be the key ingre-
dient. Many “Leave” sup-
porters, specifically those 
who back UKIP and similar 
parties, want the flow cut 
off yesterday. When that 
doesn’t happen, things 
might get ugly. 

There were plenty of 
lies told on the both sides, 
notably among the Leav-
ers. Pro-Brexit politicians 
painted a picture of an easy 
transition whereby Britain 
would continue to enjoy 
the benefits of EU mem-
bership without any of the 
downsides, including free 
movement of people. Now 
those leaders are singing a 
different tune.

European leaders anx-
ious to make a UK depar-
ture punitive aren’t likely 
to have any of it. German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, 
whose country will have 

What are you doing for Canada Day?

“I don’t know yet, my parents haven’t 
decided.”

 » Serena Hoag

“We’re going to stay home, watch movies, 
play games, maybe watch fireworks out the 
window.”

 » Lukas Mustakas

“I’m going to a cottage with my cousins, 
watching fireworks and swimming.”

 » Thomas Martinez

“Having a pool party with friends.”

 » Avery Baird

“I’m going to my cottage and watching 
fireworks with friends.”

 » Maggie Sabean

“The triumph of Brexit is a most regrettable outcome for everybody involved and possibly even for the world economy.” Gwynne Dyer | 6

KANNON | 8
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NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Consequences of Brexit 
likely to spread beyond the UK
FROM | 6

 » Canadians United for Change

domestic politics nasty 
enough, but the anti-immi-
grant fervour and outright 
racism that disfigured the 
“Leave” campaign are un-
likely to dwindle in the ugly 
aftermath.

Scotland will vote to se-
cede from the UK, but it will 
face major legal and politi-
cal barriers in its campaign 
to remain a member of the 
EU in its own right. Spain in 
particular will give it a hard 
time, as Madrid does not 
want it to provide a prece-
dent for Catalonia seceding 
from Spain and painlessly 
re-emerging as an indepen-
dent EU member.

Northern Ireland will 
face an even harder time, 
as the Republic of Ireland 
will continue to be a EU 
member and so it will 

have to re-establish border 
controls. One alternative, 
of course, would be for 
Northern Ireland (which 
voted strongly in favour of 
EU membership) to unite 
with the Republic – but 
Northern Irish Protestants 
would still fiercely resist 
such a proposal, and in that 
context a revival of armed 
conflict in the province is 
not unthinkable.

The triumph of Brexit is 
a most regrettable outcome 
for everybody involved and 
possibly even for the world 
economy. But perhaps it 
isn’t really all that shock-
ing: Charles De Gaulle 
vetoed British entry to the 
Common Market, the EU’s 
ancestor, for five years on 
the grounds that it didn’t 
really have a “European 
vocation.” Turns out he 
was right.

According to the terms of one secret side-agreement, foreign 
companies will be able to bid on significant procurement projects 
in Canada. These same foreign companies will be able to import 
their own less trained and cheaper workers. That means foreign 
companies could bid on a Canadian project, and bring in a 
workforce that is nearly 100% foreign, denying work to better 
qualified Canadians.

 » Louis-Philippe Rochon, an associate professor of economics at Laurentian 
University, offers up his take on the Brexit fallout

“As an economist, I see in Brexit the revolt of the working class, 
lashing out at the institutions that have imposed unfair economic 
policies. In the end, this was a referendum on a failed economic 
regime that has been unable and unwilling to provide for all its 
citizens as opposed to the very few. Voting to remain in the EU was 
seen as a tacit approval of the institutional status quo.”

 » From the June 28, 2003 edition of The Observer

Chemical manufacturer Crompton Co. (now Chemtura) announced 
it is suing Union Street neighbour Nutrite (now closed) for costs 
incurred treating ammonia in Elmira’s groundwater. In serving the 
suit against the fertilizer manufacturer, Crompton cited a Ministry 
of Environment control order that holds Nutrite responsible for 
cleaning groundwater under the neighbouring plants.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

Wildflowers add to 
trail users’ 
experience

To the Editor,
I’M SURE I SPEAK for all 
of those fellow travellers 
of the Kissing Bridge Trail 
when I say just how much 
we appreciate those of you 
who maintain that trail for 
us. The trail is an asset for 
Elmira and everyone who 
loves to be outdoors for a 
walk in nature. 

The path is wide and 
you keep it smooth, always 
quick to brush out the bike 
ruts that can turn an ankle 
and keep it covered in 
small gravel easy for walk-
ing. So we say a great big 
thanks to you. 

I do, however, have a re-
quest/suggestion. To save 
time, money, and effort 
on your part please do not 
mow down each side of the 
path. I’m not sure of the 
purpose other than to … 

well, I’m just not sure why 
do it. But the results are 
that we no longer have the 
beautiful deep violet, lav-
ender, pink, white, yellow, 
and red wildflowers that 
used to line the path. Now 
we have dead flowers and  
dead grass. 

A well-known cereal 
company is currently ad-
vertising to plant wildflow-
ers to help the struggling 
bees and we are mowing 
wildflowers down for …? 
The bees need those flow-
ers, as do the butterflies, 
as do the humans. We who 
walk the path do so in part 
because we love nature and 
being outside where we can 
experience the flowers and 
fragrances of those flowers 
while watching the bees 
and butterflies add to the 
experience. So, please save 
the time, money and effort 
and leave the wildflowers 
for all of us. Thanks

DAN HOLT | ELMIRA

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
EDITOR@WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT
PEACH TRUCKLOAD SALE

www.indianriverdirect.com

ELMIRA
NEW LOCATION: OPPOSITE THE OLD LOCATION 

AT THE NEW APOSTLIC CHURCH

SATURDAY July 2
@ 10:00am - 3:00pm

FREESTONE Georgia Peaches
CASE LOT SALE

KANNON: It’s not hard to guess who’ll pay the biggest price
FROM | 7

even greater influence with 
the departure of the sec-
ond-largest economy in the 
28-member bloc, was clear 
about the terms this week.

“Those who want free 
access to the European do-
mestic market will have to 
accept the basic European 
freedoms and the other 
rules and duties which are 

linked to it. This applies 
to Great Britain just like to 
everyone else. Free access 
to the domestic market is 
granted to those who ac-
cept the four basic Europe-
an freedoms — of people, 
of goods, of services, of 
capital.” 

Beyond that squabble, 
however, there’s an under-
lying unease at the pros-
pect of both another finan-
cial meltdown and a bailout 
on the backs of those who 
are most screwed over and 
least able to pay – just like 
we saw in 2009, and in a 
host of other neoliberal 
moves, suggests economist 
Michael Hudson in an in-
terview with Chris Hedges.

“A lot of banks in 
America and Europe that 
held their money in Great 
Britain just lost 9 per cent 
at current exchange rates. 
They have probably not 
hedged it. There have prob-
ably been large Wall Street 

institutions that made 
bets believing that Britain 
would remain in the Eu-
ropean Union. There are 
firms and banks, I suspect, 
which have lost hundreds 
of billions of dollars. There 
is talk of another Lehman 
Brothers. We don’t yet 
know who it will be.”

The U.S. will follow a 
script set out in 2009, he 
predicts.

 “I expect Obama to do 
whatever he is told to do by 
Wall Street. He has turned 
over management of the 
economy to his campaign 
contributors from Goldman 
Sachs and Chase Manhat-
tan. He does not have views 
of his own, other than 
self-promotion. He wants 
his presidential library. He 
wants to have a big founda-
tion like the Clintons. Most 
of the population will op-
pose a bailout, of course, 
and he will cry all the way 
to the bank.”
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SPORTS

EDSS decathlete sets new national 
record at Ottawa competition

A
rth

ur
 S

t.,
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.

2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, just before Florapine Road | 519-669-3154 | M-F 9-6 • Sat 8-5 

THIS WEEK’S FEATURE

2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 

Visit Our Market!
Fresh Picked
Strawberries /L$4.99
COME IN FOR YOURS TODAY!

FRESH OVEN BAKED PIES AVAILABLE THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

TRACK & FIELD / NATIONALS

LIZ BEVAN

GALEA | 10

OPEN
COUNTRY

Working 
hard for 
bragging 
rights on 
opening 
day

THE OTHER DAY I was bass 
fishing on opening day 
with my best buddy in the 
entire world. He’s a prince 
of a guy who, for the pur-
poses of this article, we’ll 
call Idiot. 

I was really looking for-
ward to this trip.

Things were going very 
well in the boat too. We 
launched with the plug 
in and no major mishaps. 
Nothing was forgotten at 
home. He paid for gas and 
coffee.

But then he pulled a 
classic bonehead move. 
He accidentally caught the 
biggest fish of the day – on 
his third cast.

As any angler knows, 
this is a rookie mistake.

Catching the biggest fish 
of the day, so early in the 
day, only leads to disap-
pointment for all involved. 
Quite frankly, it’s also im-
polite.

OK, it allows the angler 
that did this to rest on 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

EDSS graduate Nathaniel Mechler is heading to Poland to compete against the best decathletes in the world after breaking a record earlier this month at nationals. He and his coach Dermott Smith pose by the board showing his final score.

DECATHLETE NATHAN-
IEL MECHLER HAS run, 
jumped and thrown his 
way to a national record. 

The Elmira District Sec-
ondary School graduate 
was in Ottawa earlier this 
month to compete in the 
Athletics Canada Com-
bined Championships, 
and walked away a record 
holder with a spot reserved 
for him in international 
competition. 

The event lasted two days, 
with five events on each day, 
and now that he has ex-

ceeded expectations, will be 
traveling to Bydgoszcz, Po-
land on July 13 to represent 
Canada at the World Junior 
Championships. 

Decathlete scores are 
tallied at the end of the ten 
events, with higher points 
awarded for better perfor-
mances in each event. 

“Say I run 11 seconds in 
the 100 m, then I would 
probably get like 850 
points, or something like 
that,” said Mechler. “Then 
if I had run 12 seconds 
instead, I would probably 
have gotten only about 600 
points, and then you just 

add it up after every event. 
Then you get your total at 
the end.”

The previous record for a 
Canadian junior decathlete 
was 7,179 points. To qualify 
for the World Juniors, he 
needed 7,200 points. Na-
thaniel tallied a whopping 
7,592 points. He says that 
none of the events through 
the weekend in Ottawa 
stood out to him. Rather, 
he competed on an even 
keel.

“I just went through the 
weekend, and nothing was 
really bad and nothing was 
incredible. That usually 

means that you had a really 
good decathlon,” he said. 
“It takes a lot to surprise 
me, because I know what 
I am capable of. But, I was 
definitely happy after-
wards.”

The sun was beating 
down and the mercury 
soared during competition. 
Mechler says it was a bit 
uncomfortable. 

“It was a little warm, that 
is for sure. Usually I like 
the heat, but when it gets 
over that 32-33 degrees 
mark, and you are doing 
ten events in two days, it is 
kind of a little much at that 

point. It was hard,” he said. 
Mechler will be boarding 

a plane with his trainer on 
July 13, with his sights set 
on the gold medal when he 
arrives in Bydgoszcz.

“It is coming up quick, 
and then I will be head-
ing up to school in mid-
August,” he said. “A couple 
of events, like the throws, 
didn’t go that great at na-
tionals, so I am going to be 
working on that a little bit 
more. I am just trying to 
stay healthy. And I figured 
if I can stay in good health 
then I can really go for a 
medal, which is the gold.”
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his laurels, remain smug, 
and dispense unwanted 
angling advice, but it also 
puts that angler at risk of 
accidentally falling over-
board when the guy who 
owns the boat starts and 
guns the motor when he is 
off guard and standing up.

Unfortunately, that 
didn’t happen that day, but 
only because unexpected 
circumstances prevented 
it.

Instead, we fished from 
7 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., when 
we quit for the day, without 
catching a bigger fish. And, 
in that time, very few intel-
ligent words were spoken. 
That is to say that Idiot did 
all the talking.

He babbled on about 
how nice it was to get out 
and what a wonderful 
summer day it was. I, on 
the other hand, was too 
busy trying to catch a fish 
of equal proportion to re-

spond, civilly at least.
The good news is that in 

the last five minutes of our 
trip, I caught a fish about 
the same size. Our trip was 
supposed to go until 4, but 
since we were only five 
minutes from the launch, 
and I caught a bragging 
sized fish to even the score, 
it didn’t.

Even so, when we got 
home and began filleting 
those two fish, we discov-
ered his fish was larger by a 
full half inch. 

Sadly, I now have to live 
with the fact that Idiot 
caught a bigger bass than 
I did on opening day. This 
means two things. First, he 
will not fish with me again 
this year – despite my con-
stant begging. Second, he 
will continually remind 
me of how he got a bigger 
fish last time we fished 
together, right up until we 
fish together on opening 
day next year.

In response, I will argue 

that my fish, though a half-
inch shorter was thicker in 
girth and much more fresh 
since I skillfully delayed 
catching it ’til near the end 
of the trip. 

He will likely tell me this 
is hogwash and my fish 
was pure luck. To which I 
will respond that catching 
a fish while trying to start 
an outboard motor while 
your Idiot fishing partner 
is off guard and standing, 
is as valid a technique as 
any.

This debate, because 
we are best buddies, will 
get virulent and continue 
throughout the fishing 
season. He’ll go on about 
his “fantastic fish” and I’ll 
remind him that I did the 
polite thing by catching 
a heavier fish a mere half 
inch shorter.

And so it will continue 
until we fish together on 
opening day next year. 

I’m really looking for-
ward to the trip. 

GALEA: The Idiot label is appropriate for anyone 
who flukily catches a bigger fish than you do
FROM | 9
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THESE COUPONS CAN BE COMBINED!

Book your FREE appointment today!

FREE 
Hearing Test

FREE  
Packs of Batteries

See full list at ListenUPcanada.com. Present membership card at time of purchase. Expires 07/29/16. Limit one use per customer.

Get 3 packs of batteries when you join the ListenUP! Battery Club.  
No purchase required. See clinic for details. Expires 07/29/16. Limit one use per customer.

This is a free service regardless of make, model, or where you bought your hearing aids. No purchase required. Expires 07/29/16.  
Limit one use per customer.

Receive a FREE professional 
cleaning & check-up for 
your current hearing aids!

Receive a FREE hearing test and earn  

25 AIR MILES® reward miles!

Member Discount

SAVE 10%

AIR MILES® 
reward miles

Earn up to: 

1,000 with your purchase of 
select hearing aids!

Hearing tests are provided free of charge for adults ages 18 and older. 25 reward mile offer is limited to adults ages 50 and over and is non-
transferable. Please allow up to 45 days for the reward miles to appear in your collector account. ®†™†Trademark of AIR MILES® International 
Trading B.V. Used under license by LoyaltyOne Inc. and Canada Hearing Ltd. Expires 07/29/16. Limit one use per customer.

Reward mile value is non-transferable and depends on select models purchased. Please allow up to 45 days for the reward miles to appear in 
your collector account. ®†™†Trademark of AIR MILES International Trading B.V. Used under license by LoyaltyOne Inc. and Canada Hearing Ltd.  
Expires 07/29/16. Limit one use per customer.

This limited-time offer applies to ADP and private sales of select models of hearing aids and is subject to change without notice. Price is listed 
per device with discount and grant applied. Some conditions may apply. Please see clinic for details. Expires 07/29/16. Limit one use per customer.

100% Digital 
Hearing Aids

For as low as: 
$995!

FREE  
 “Spring Cleaning”

SPRING HEARING SAVINGS

If you or a loved one have difficulty 
hearing, come out of winter hibernation 
and SPRING into savings with these 
limited-time coupon offers – Combine 
and redeem them at more than 100 
locations in Ontario!

• Cambridge Hespeler | 1 Hespeler Road | Call Jennifer at 1-888-902-3738

• Cambridge St. Andrews | 190 St. Andrews Street | Call Rhonda at 1-888-902-3742

• Guelph | 2-690 Woolwich Street | Call Erin at 1-888-902-3757

• Kitchener | 558 Belmont Avenue West | Call Navreet at 1-888-902-3760

• Listowel | 1195 Wallace Avenue North | Call Jory at 1-888-902-4161

• Stratford | 295 Huron Street | Call Barb at 1-888-902-4179

• Waterloo | 304-99 Northfield Drive East | Call Ralinda at 1-888-902-4045

Members of these trusted 
groups and more SAVE 
10% off the regular price 
of any hearing aids!

Special   Coupon Offers!JUNE JULY

This limited-time offer applies to ADP and private sales of select models of hearing aids and is subject to change without notice. 
per device with discount and grant applied.

100% Digital
Hearing Aids

This is a free service regardless of make, model, or where you bought your hearing aids. No purchase required. Expires 07/29/16. 

Receive a FREE professional 
cleaning & check-up for 
your current hearing aids!“Spring Cleaning”

A FASTBALL WEEKEND IN ST. CLEMENTS

St. Clements was full of action last weekend as the Peter Hallman Memorial Tournament took over the ball diamonds for three days. The 
Elmira Expos won the B championship. Top, pitcher Dan Martin winds up; left, Kevin Gutscher awaits his pitch; right, afterwards Tim Freeman 
celebrates with Don Freeman on the way off the field. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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NOW OPEN
U-PULL-IT

AUTO & METAL
RECYCLING

Auto and Metal Recyclers Inc. www.upullit.ca
39 Arthur St., N., ELMIRA 519-669-1666

CA$H FOR

 Scrap Cars
 Farm Equipment
 Appliances
 Electronics
 BBQ’s & more!

DI$COUNT USED CAR PARTS

· STEEL
· COPPER
· ALUMINUM

WE BUY

SAVE!
*Bring your tools to remove the parts*

YOU PULL YOUR
OWN PARTS & Battery ............................ $19.99

Tire .................................... $19.99
Starter Motor ............. $19.99
Engine (complete)......... $249.99
Transmission ............. $99.99
Door (complete)................. $49.99
Headlight ...................... $29.99

LOW PRICES!

TWO MORE PLAYERS HAVE 
joined the Elmira Sugar 
Kings for the upcoming 
season and one former 
player was picked up in 
the NHL Entry Draft last 
weekend.

Elmira’s newest addi-
tions are defenseman An-
thony Azzano and forward 
Josh Slegers.

Azzano played for the 
Whitby Wildcats Midget 
AAA team last season. 
The 16-year-old also 
skated at the Kitchener 
Rangers’ rookie camp 
in May.

Director of hockey op-
erations Jeff Snyder says 
they pursued him hard 
and are glad he decided to 
come to Elmira.

“He’s a really good 
skater, good puck mover, 
has some aggressiveness 
to his game, which we like. 
He’s a ‘99, so he’s young, 
but we really think his fu-
ture’s bright. We watched 
him a number of times last 
year, then in the playoffs 
we watched him, he played 
for Whitby. We watched 
him in Waterloo when they 
were a qualifier there and 

Kings add two more players to next season’s roster
Defenseman Anthony Azzano makes the jump from Midget, while forward Josh Slegers played last year with Siskins

WHITNEY NEILSON then watched him play at 
the Rangers rookie camp 
this year and he played re-
ally well,” Snyder said.

The Kings traded goalie 
Liam Devine to the Water-
loo Siskins for Josh Slegers. 

Snyder says they wanted 
to give Liam Devine a 
chance to be a number one 

goalie 
and he wasn’t going to get 
that with the Kings since 
Jon Reinhart is coming 
back.

Originally from Simcoe, 
19-year-old Slegers spent 
last season with the Sis-
kins, after two seasons with 
the St. Thomas Stars. His 
first year of Junior B was 
spent with the Norfolk Reb-
els in the Southern Ontario 

Junior Hockey League.
“Josh Slegers can play 

forward or defense. About 
halfway through the year 
they moved him up to for-
ward last year in Waterloo 
and he played really well 
in their top line. He’s a big 
strong guy, good speed, 
really good at winning 
battles in the corners. We 
think he can help us be a 
more physical team, but 

he’ll also help us offen-
sively as well. Our plan 

right now would be to 
play him on forward, 
but it’s nice to have 
that option, we can 
move him back to 

defense if we want as 
well,” Snyder said.
The Kings are still 

working on adding a sec-
ond goalie and a couple 
more players. Earlier this 
month they added Keanan 
Stewart, Tyler McBay, 
Zack Cameron, Mason 
Sinkeldam, Jake Brown, 
Blair Butchart, and Matt 
Murray.

Returning from last 
season’s team are Jon Re-
inhart, Klayton Hoelscher, 
Ty Biles, Dawson Shackel-
ton, Kyle Soper, Jeff Jor-
dan and Quinten Bruce.

The Sugar Kings man-
agement can also pat 
themselves on the back as 
former Sugar King D-man 
Connor Hall was picked up 
by this year’s Stanley Cup 

winners, the Pittsburg Pen-
guins, in the NHL Entry 
Draft last weekend. He was 
drafted 77th overall.

“I think that’s awesome 
for Connor. He really im-

proved last year with the 
Rangers. He wasn’t even 
rated in the draft at Christ-
mastime, so really came 
on in the second half. I’m 
really happy for him. I just 
texted him on the weekend 
and congratulated him, he 
was really excited,” Snyder 
said.

Hall played two years of 
Minor Midget AAA with 
the Cambridge Hawks from 
2012-2014, before making 
the jump up to the Sugar 
Kings for the 2014-15 sea-
son. He played eight games 
for the Kitchener Rangers 
that season. 

He returned to the Sugar 
Kings for the 2015-16 sea-
son, but was called up to 
the Rangers again, only 
playing three games for El-
mira, and 39 for the Rang-
ers in the regular season. 
He also played in the 2016 
IIHF U18 World Champion-
ship for Canada.

“We thought he was a 
real good player for us 
and it’s just nice to have 
another guy come through 
our organization that’s ad-
vanced to the next level, to 
the OHL, and now has the 
chance to advance to the 
NHL,” Snyder said.

Former Elmira Sugar King Connor Hall was picked up 77th overall by the Pittsburg Penguins 
in the 2016 NHL Entry Draft.  [FILE PHOTO]
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HOURS:
Mon-Wed     9-6
Thurs - Fri     9-8
Saturday      9-5

BRUBACHER
SHOES Ltd.
519-669-3349
7 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA

Est. 1940

20-60%20-60%
OFF ALL SUMMER 
FOOTWEAR

& HANDBAGS
*

*

EXCLUDING BIRKENSTOCKS AND MEPHISTO

STARTS JULY 2ND

THE WOOLWICH WAVE 
GOT their first taste of 
competitive swimming for 
the season last weekend in 
Fergus, coming away with 
many top finishes.

Formerly called the El-
mira Aquaducks, the swim 
team changed its name 
last year to align with other 
teams in their league and 
to attract more older swim-
mers to the team.

Club executive Erin 
Schmidt says their first 
meet went well and the 
swimmers had to compete 
in either the Fergus meet 
or the Kincardine meet on 
July 9 to be eligible for the 
semi-finals in Elmira on 
July 23. If their times are 
good enough there they’ll 
advance to the finals in 
Wilmot on Aug. 6.

“A lot of strong finishes, 
a lot of kids improving too. 
We’re a recreational com-
petitive league, so we really 
stress individual improve-
ment from meet to meet. 
And also we time the kids a 
couple of times during the 
year and the coaches are 

Strong start as Woolwich Wave hits 
the pool for another season

WHITNEY NEILSON really good to keep track 
of those and work with the 
kids on improving their 
times,” Schmidt said.

At the finals, all the swim-
mers who place in the top 
eight receive ribbons. They 
also accumulate points 
which are used  to calculate 
who wins the team cham-
pionship. The top three will 
receive medals.

“It works really nicely 
that way to keep all of the 
swimmers really engaged,” 
Schmidt said.

And they’re pleased with 
their enrolment this year, 
up to 34 from 26 swimmers 
in 2015. They’re actually 
coming close to capacity 
because they swim twice a 
week at the Woolwich Me-
morial Centre and there’s 
only so much room in the 
pool. Some swimmers 
swim both nights and oth-
ers just one night.

Swimmers compete 
in three events and can 
switch events up until the 
semi-finals. The qualifying 
times in the semi-finals 
determines if they go on to 
the finals.

She says at the first meet 
FERGUS SWIM MEET RESULTS - WOOLWICH ONLY

EVENT AGE NAME TIME PLACE
1 0 0  In d i v i d u a l  M e d l e y Bo y s  0 9  &  1 0 Be n  S n y d e r 0 2 : 2 1 . 1 3 1

Is o b e l  S p e i r a n 0 1 : 3 8 . 6 3 1
J e s s i c a  S c h m i d t 0 1 : 4 3 . 0 9 2
Be l l a  Ro t h 0 2 : 1 3 . 7 3 3
M i l l i e  Os b o r n e 0 2 : 2 1 . 0 4 4
Ia n  S p e i r a n 0 2 : 1 5 . 3 4 1
C a l e b  S c h i e c k 0 3 : 0 0 . 8 1 2
V a n e s s a  Ga d s b y 0 1 : 4 1 . 5 9 1
M a k a y l a  Le m p 0 1 : 4 1 . 9 3 2
Au d r e y  Pa r k e r 0 1 : 4 6 . 4 4 6
S o n i a  S n y d e r 0 1 : 5 5 . 7 5 9
M a r i s s a  Wi l s o n 0 1 : 5 6 . 4 6 1 0

1 0 0  In d i v i d u a l  M e d l e y Bo y s  1 3  &  1 4 C o n n o r  S c h e e r e r 0 2 : 1 0 . 3 5 3
Gr a c e  Pa r k e r 0 1 : 2 3 . 0 9 1
Ta y l o r  Gi r l i n g 0 1 : 3 5 . 7 6 2
J o n a h  S c h m i d t : 2 5 . 3 2 3
Wa d e  H o l l a n d : 4 0 . 6 2 7
An g e l a  Le v a c : 2 5 . 0 3 2
No e l y n  We i s s e n b o e c k : 2 5 . 8 4 4
Iv y  Ro y : 3 9 . 6 7 8
To r i n  Ro y : 4 7 . 6 2 2
J a m i e  M e i s s n e r : 5 7 . 3 1 6
Is o b e l  S p e i r a n : 3 7 . 8 3 1
M i l l i e  Os b o r n e : 5 1 . 1 2 5
Ol i v i a  We b e r : 5 5 . 2 6 1 0
Ai n s l i e  Ro b e r t s o n : 5 6 . 5 7 1 2
Gr a c e  S c h m i d t : 5 9 . 5 2 1 3
In d i c a  Re a d 0 1 : 1 0 . 4 4 1 4
Gr a c e  Pa r k e r : 3 2 . 0 1 1
Ta y l o r  Gi r l i n g : 3 7 . 1 3 3
Ka t i e  C a r r e o n : 3 7 . 8 0 5
M i c h e l l e  S i e b e l - Ac h e n b a c h : 4 0 . 5 2 9
M e l y s s a  M a c d o n a l d : 4 1 . 4 6 1 1
C a l e b  S c h i e c k 0 1 : 0 9 . 4 6 4
C o l s o n  Ru p e r t 0 1 : 1 9 . 3 3 5
M a k a y l a  Le m p : 3 9 . 8 3 2
M a r i s s a  Wi l s o n : 4 2 . 2 5 7
Au d r e y  Pa r k e r : 4 3 . 9 9 1 1
S o n i a  S n y d e r : 4 4 . 8 1 1 3
Em i l y  Ba g g : 4 9 . 1 9 1 4

1 0 0  F r e e s t y l e Gi r l s  1 3  &  1 4 J o c e l y n  Ra b e n 0 1 : 3 0 . 2 9 5
1 0 0  F r e e s t y l e Gi r l s  Op e n El l e n  S i e b e l - Ac h e n b a c h 0 1 : 2 7 . 5 9 7
1 0 0  F r e e s t y l e Bo y s  1 1  &  1 2 Ia n  S p e i r a n 0 1 : 4 8 . 2 4 1
1 0 0  F r e e s t y l e Gi r l s  1 1  &  1 2 V a n e s s a  Ga d s b y 0 1 : 3 7 . 5 0 1

5 0  F r e e s t y l e Gi r l s  1 3  &  1 4

Bo y s  1 1  &  1 25 0  F r e e s t y l e

5 0  F r e e s t y l e Gi r l s  1 1  &  1 2

Gi r l s  0 8  &  U n d e r2 5  F r e e s t y l e

Bo y s  0 9  &  1 05 0  F r e e s t y l e

5 0  F r e e s t y l e Gi r l s  0 9  &  1 0

1 0 0  In d i v i d u a l  M e d l e y Gi r l s  1 1  &  1 2

1 0 0  In d i v i d u a l  M e d l e y Gi r l s  1 3  &  1 4

2 5  F r e e s t y l e Bo y s  0 8  &  U n d e r

Gi r l s  0 9  &  1 0

Bo y s  1 1  &  1 2

1 0 0  In d i v i d u a l  M e d l e y

1 0 0  In d i v i d u a l  M e d l e y

the coaches spent a lot of 
time recording any issues 
with stroke technique or 
turns and then they’ll work 
individually with the swim-
mers in between meets as 
they head towards the semis 
and the finals. The head 
coach also creates a sched-
ule with what he wants to 
focus on each week.

“I think this week they’re 
going to focus on breast-
stroke. Maybe he decided 
that was a stroke a lot of the 
kids needed to work on their 
technique – it’s one of the 
hard ones,” Schmidt said.

She notes Fergus always 
has  quite a bit bigger team. 
In the final numbers when 
it comes down to adding up 
the points it helps if your 
club has more swimmers. 

“They also do a really 
good job of drawing more 
older kids and that’s some-
thing that we’ve been talk-
ing about lately, how to 
draw some more kids in the 
13, 14 and older category,” 
Schmidt said.

They’re also looking into 
how they can bring more 
boys into the sport next 
year because the team is 

The Woolwich Wave competed in its first 
meet of the year in Fergus last weekend, 
bringing home lots of top finishes. Here, 
Andrea Stanila and Emily Bagg were busy 
practicing at the WMC on Tuesday evening. 
Their next meet is July 9 in Kincardine. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

around 75 per cent girls. 
She recommends boys look 
into it for next season be-
cause swimming is a great 
full-body workout to keep 
in shape for other sports.

As for which swimmers 
did particularly well for the 
first outing of the season, 
many finished in first place 
at least once.

“We’re looking at a cou-
ple of kids to see if they’ll 
break records. I don’t think 
anybody broke records 
this meet, but they tend to 
get better as they go from 
meet to meet with practice 
on specific things in the 
middle. So a couple of kids 
are close. That’s a pretty 
big thing because some of 
the records date back to the 
‘90s,” Schmidt said.

She notes Grace Parker 
took first in all three of her 
events. 

“Her times are re-
ally good. She’s a fabulous 
swimmer and she used to 
swim with our club, but 
wasn’t for a few years ... I 
know they’re looking at her 
times pretty closely. She’s 
doing really well,” Schmidt 

said.
Other first place finish-

ers from the Woolwich 
Wave were Ben Snyder (3), 
Ian Speiran (3), Isobel Spei-
ran (2), Vanessa Gadsby (2), 
Connor Scheerer (2), Katie 
Carreon, Jonah Schmidt, 

Jessica Schmidt, and Au-
drey Parker.

“There’s a bunch of kids 
in contention in Elmira for 
taking medals based on the 
results at this meet, so it’s 
pretty exciting,” Schmidt 
said.
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17 Church Street West
Elmira

519.669.4174

Call Hear More to book a 
FREE hearing test today!

Why Choose Hear More Canada?

• FREE Hearing Testing!

• Join the More Batteries Club 
and get a one year supply 
of batteries for FREE!

• We will beat any competitor’s 
price by $50.

All our hearing aid trials are risk-free... 
try them out for 90-days and if you 

bring them back for a full refund.

Do you think you 
or a loved one 
may have trouble 
hearing? Act now!w!

Hear More, Spend Less. 
Hearing aids start at just 
$395 at Hear More.
See clinic for details. All prices quoted after government funding.

THE WOOLWICH GYMNAS-
TICS CLUB has brought 
a few medals home after 
their first showing in a pro-
vincial meet. 

Five girls from the club 
were in Belleville on June 
10 to compete against On-
tario’s best, and two walked 
away with medals. 

Welcome Gilbert and 
Allison Saulesleja placed 
third overall, while Jordyn 
Kelly walked away with a 
fourth-place ribbon in the 
bar event. 

Saulesleja says the ex-
perience was amazing, es-
pecially while listening for 
her name to be called.

“I got first place in the 
floor category. It was cra-
zy,” she said. “There are so 
many girls that I am com-
peting against, and then 
they announce the names 
first to last, and I heard my 
name first, and I was like 
shocked. It was insane.”

Gilbert says she is proud 
of herself after all of her 
training has paid off. She 
placed first in floor, and 
third overall.

“It felt really good. It is 
different because it is big-
ger and there are a bunch 
of different groups. It was 
overwhelming a little,” 
she said. “Floor was my 
best event. That one is my 

Woolwich gymnasts return from Belleville competition 
with hardware and plenty of reasons to smile

Provincial meet an 
“awarding” experience

LIZ BEVAN

favourite. I like that you 
can use all your different 
skills, and it is more cre-
ative. I was in a group of 
40 and everything is just 
right there in your face, but 
I definitely want to do it 
again.”

Jordyn Kelly placed 
fourth in bars, and even 
though it isn’t her favourite 
of the events, she wants to 
go back to provincials and 
do even better next year.

“I liked it, I thought 
it was really fun. It was 
much different than the 
other competitions. It was 
quicker and really big,” she 
said, adding that the event 
presented a challenge. “My 
bar score was the best score 
I got, but my favourite is 
floor. The hardest part of 
bars is probably when I do 
my front hip circle. I usual-
ly always fall on that one.”

Head gymnastics coach 

Maria Code says she is very 
proud of the girls, espe-
cially on their first run at 
the provincial-level com-
petition. 

“It was pretty amazing. 
There are a lot of clubs 
throughout Ontario and it 
was great to see our girls 
hold their own. 

I thought the girls were 
going to be really nervous, 
but they were fine,” she 
said, adding that seeing the 
hard work pay off is satisfy-
ing for the coaches. “It feels 
really good. We probably 
train half as many hours 
as the other club, and for 
us to go there, place and 
do as well as we did, after 
training half the hours, it is 
pretty awesome.”

For next year, the club 
will be training even harder 
to get as many girls as pos-
sible at provincials. 

“We want everyone to go 
next time. This year we had 
eight girls that could pos-
sibly go, and we had five 
compete, so that was really 
good. Next year, whoever 
is competing at level three 
and at least nine years old, 
which is pretty much our 
whole team next year, so 
we are thinking 11 out of 11. 
Fingers crossed and some 
hard work.”

The gymnasts get a week 
off before they are back in 
the gym on July 12. 

Woolwich gymnasts were in Belleville earlier this month to compete against the best in Ontario.  Jordyn Kelly, Julia Ersil and Welcome 
Gilbert pose with their winning ribbons and medals. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Allison Saulesleja poses with her medals 
after the provincial competition in 
Belleville. [SUBMITTED]
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STARTING OUT / ONBOARD FOR THE SUMMER

A Caboose on the Loose in Elmira

EVERYONE’S ALL FOR SAFE 
food. 

But what about safe food 
production? 

Really, you can’t have 
one without the other. If 
farmers aren’t safe on their 
own farms producing food 
for the rest of us, the food 
supply itself is in jeopardy. 
The consequences of that 
scenario speak for them-
selves, particularly during 
a time when the population 
is growing, we’re looking 
for ways to feed nine bil-
lion. We need farmers to 
produce more, not less. 

And we need to encour-
age people to consider be-
coming part of the agricul-
tural industry. I’d hazard a 
guess that such a consid-
eration is more likely if the 
sector is seen taking mea-
sures to promote safety. 

But how does safety hap-
pen on the farm, anyway? 

Well, it’s a combination 
of several factors. It starts 
with farmers’ own mindset, 
and their determination 
to run a safe operation, for 
them and their families. 
That means having respect 
for equipment, technology, 
livestock, crop protection, 
weather, transportation 
and everything else that 
poses a potential safety 

Farm safety 
leaders 
pressing 
Ottawa for 
more help

ROBERTS | 15CABOOSE | 15

Elmira resident Kelly Schwindt and friends are running the Loose Caboose in Elmira this summer, open every day except Mondays. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Celebrate Canada Day with Family and Friends
MichaelHARRIS

MPP KITCHENER-CONESTOGA

MichaelHARRISMPP.ca
519.954.8679

4281 King Street East, Unit 4, Kitchener, ON N2P 2E9

BUSINESS IS BOOMING 
FOR Elmira’s newest chip 
wagon.

Previously operated 
out of Alma, the Loose 
Caboose has set up camp 
for the summer on Church 
Street West where Premier 
Equipment used to be, un-
der new ownership.

EDSS student Kelly 
Schwindt and three of her 
friends will be operating 
it together this summer, 
along with another woman 
they’ve hired.

Kelly explains she want-

Young entrepreneurs launch chip wagon operation, creating their own summer jobs and gaining 
valuable work experience that includes learning all facets of running their own business

WHITNEY NEILSON ed to get a different sum-
mer job this year and her 
neighbour had the Loose 
Caboose, so she was hoping 
to work for her. But Kelly 
found out she was planning 
to sell it instead.

Her dad, Eric Schwindt, 
bought the chip wagon so 
that Kelly and her friends 
can learn how to manage a 
business, and also to offer 
locals another eatery op-
tion. 

They opened the after-
noon of June 24 and if the 
line-up and the full picnic 
tables were any indication, 
they’ll be busy this sum-

mer. 
“It was crazy,” Kelly said.
Eric added, “Between 

five of us in there, all we 
could do was make food. 
The people just kept on 
coming. It was great.”

They’re making the typi-
cal fare you’d expect from 
a chip wagon: fries, burg-
ers, onion rings, poutine, 
and ice cream. They’re also 
going to have fish Fridays, 
where they will sell hand 
battered fish and chips.

“The food’s been good. 
Lots of people have been 
liking it,” Kelly said.

Eric’s in hog farming, 

so he’ll supply the pork. 
They’ve got a neighbour 
who grows potatoes, which 
they’ll use for the fries.

The Loose Caboose was 
previously owned by Shel-
ley Hinsperger and operat-
ed out of Alma for about six 
years. He says the location 
didn’t work there anymore 
and this one just seemed 
to fit.

“The zoning for this 
property is right for it, it 
wasn’t a problem. It’s just 
the $1,100 permit to open 
up, which is hard for Kelly 
to swallow,” Eric said.

Eric notes the local pub-

lic health inspection office 
was helpful in making sure 
everything was up to snuff 
so they could open.

He says the Church 
Street West location suits 
them because the zoning 
is right, it’s a high traffic 
area in and out of Elmira 
and there’s lots of parking. 
They’re hoping to come 
back to the same spot next 
summer too, but if it’s not 
available they’ll find an-
other spot.

“We thought about it last 
summer in generic terms 
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problem.
Farm safety is also a 

product of education. 
Farming is an increasingly 
complicated occupation 
and safety training needs 
to keep in step. Ongoing 
efforts across the provinces 
promote farm safety, with 
training workshops and 
other programs aligned 
with Canadian Agricultural 
Safety Week in March. 

But while certain farm 
safety practices are man-
dated, such as the safe han-
dling of pesticides, farm 

safety per se is not. And 
frankly, many farmers are 
fine with that. 

Certainly, they don’t 
want to put themselves or 
their families in harm’s 
way. 

But likewise, they don’t 
want bureaucrats or leg-
islators telling them what 
constitutes a safe farm, 
and how to run it. They 
think they have enough of 
that already, particularly 
with some environmental 
regulations they consider 
uninformed and unfair. All 
farmers live by the Agricul-
ture More Than Ever credo: 

my business, my passion, 
my life. Introducing regu-
lations into that kind of a 
mix is not easy.   

However, some farm 
safety proponents are edg-
ing towards a happy me-
dium, based on leadership 
rather than legislation.

They were listening in-
tently when newly minted 
Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau alluded to safe 
food production in his 
mandate letter last fall to 
federal agriculture and ag-
ri-food minister Lawrence 
MacAuley.

The mention was brief, 

but present, at least. 
“You will implement our 

government’s plan to help 
Canada’s agriculture sector 
be more innovative, safer 
and stronger,” said the 
Prime Minister. “Canada’s 
farmers, ranchers and food 
processors are the foun-
dation of our food sector. 
Government must use its 
policy and financial tools 
to support the agricultural 
sector in its vital work.”

This week, an organiza-
tion called the Canadian 
Agricultural Safety Associ-
ation (CASA) said it wants 
Ottawa, the provinces 

and territories to ante up 
and take the lead in mak-
ing farm safety a part of a 
huge funding and policy 
program called Growing 
Forward. Its next iteration 
doesn’t launch for two 
years, but during this, the 
consultation process, poli-
ticking is in full swing. 

The association has part-
nered with the Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture 
and drawn up some key 
recommendations. These 
include ensuring that gaps 
in improving farm safety 
are addressed, through 
funding a national orga-

nization (in other words, 
CASA), and maintaining a 
focus on regional organiza-
tions to conduct more spe-
cific and localized work.

As well, they want farm 
safety recognized as a re-
search priority, and want 
Ottawa to reintroduce 
cost-shared on-farm safety 
investments for critical 
safety equipment.

It’s hard to imagine a 
government saying no to 
farm safety. But when it 
says yes, farmers will need 
to accept it as some kind of 
a partner. There’s a delicate 
relationship, indeed. 

ROBERTS: Bid to increase farm safety will require some give-and-take from all the parties involved
FROM | 14

FarmSmart Expo provides 
progressive, leading edge, hands-on 
field stations that examine current issue 
in crop production to advance farm 
operations. 

Topics this year
Weed Research Up-Date

How to Spray new Dicamba Chemistries

Managing Wheat Diseases in your Field

Forages: Past, Present and Bright Future

Soil, Water and Management Decisions

Learning from the Pits!

Nitrogen stabilizers: do they provide 
application timing flexibility?

Exploring Nitrogen Optimization in Corn

Tour of New Dairy Research Facility
Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) Continuing 
Education credits have been applied for.

Pre-registration is encouraged. 

Timetable 

8:30 Registration opens

9:10 Introductions

9:30 Start of first session 

12:00 Lunch (provided by Alma Ladies)

4:30 Have a safe trip home

Cost 

OSCIA members! $80

Non-members $115 (includes 1 year membership)

Students $40

WALK IN RATE $115 (no membership benefit)

Discounted Rate deadline:
Monday, July 11th, 2016

Keeping in Touch

@Farmsmart16   #FSExpo16

Details and registration: www.farmsmartconference.com or call 1-877-424-1300

and then it was probably 
10 days where it was all of a 
sudden, okay if we’re going 
to do it, it’s got to happen. 
We put it together, kind of 
a last minute thing. They 
had to move out of Alma 
so they asked if they could 
store it at our place. Well 
storing it in my backyard 
isn’t a great idea, so may as 
well be useful,” Eric said.

They’re going to be open 
full-time until the end of 
August and then weekends 
in September.

The previous owner is 

CABOOSE: A strong response from the start
FROM | 14

helping them out to start, 
teaching them how to do 
all the cooking. 

Eric’s brother and sister 
operated a fry wagon when 
they were in university, 
and he says he stayed out 
of it then, but he’s in the 

thick of it now.
They just accept cash 

right now but they expect 
to have their debit machine 
up and running by the 
weekend.

“Elmira’s growing so 
there’s demand for all 
kinds of retail and food 
operations, so I thought we 
could fill a niche. The loca-
tion’s right, and most of all 
it gives the kids a chance to 
learn about running a busi-
ness,” Eric said.

They’re open Tuesday-
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m. on Church Street 
West.

THE MUSIC BEFORE THE STORM

Naomi Bristow, Steve Piticco and Dwayne Friesen entertained the crowd on June 26 in Gore Park for the Sunday Night Concert Series, until 
thunder and lightning closed down the show. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Kelly Schwindt
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

Folk music series rolls out  lineup
Folk Night at the Registry concerts are increasingly popular, with a growing number of season ticket holders

LIZ BEVAN

IS JACK COLE WINDING 
down or winding up? For 
the organizer of the Folk 
Night at The Registry con-
cert series, it’s always a bit 
of both: as one season fin-
ishes, he’s already hard at 
work preparing for the next 
... and planning the one 
after that.

There’s always much to 
do when you’re running 
the only folk music festival 
of its kind in the area.

“It is unique. There are 
other series or concerts 
that present folk music, 
but up until recently this 
is the only one that has 
happened in the Kitchener-
Waterloo area,” he said. 
“The Mill Race people put 
concerts on in Cambridge, 
and there is someone put-
ting some on in Stratford. 
But other than that, there 
are sort of bar venues, but 
in terms of a sit-down con-
cert series, this is the only 
one. The Registry Theatre 
is also a wonderful venue 
for this and anything 
acoustic.”

Cole spends all year 
planning for the next 
season’s folk series, an-
nouncing the lineup as the 
last series wraps up. That 
is when tickets go on sale, 
and he says they are al-
ready flying off the shelves, 
so to speak. The shows 
don’t start up until Octo-
ber, but it is never too early 
to plan ahead.

“We have already sold 
out half of the tickets for 
next season,” he says, at-
tributing the sales to the 
quality of artists the series 

welcomes 
to the 
area, and 
the quality 
of venue at the 
Registry. “The 
acoustics are 
good, the setting 
is intimate, there 
is that big stage 
area, so you can put 
single artists on or 
a group of five or 
six on there. It 
is a really nice 
place to see a 
concert and it 
is also conve-
nient for people 
in the K-W area. 
I also like to cater 
the series to singer/
songwriter material. So 
it is either traditional 
music, or artists writing 
songs that people actu-
ally want to listen to. It 
is not about dancing, 
it is not about drum-
ming – these are 
intended to be 
listening-type 
concerts and 
I try to get 
people who are good en-
tertainers and tell a good 
story along with the music. 
That is why I think I get so 
many season ticket holders 
year after year – it is not a 
routine experience.”

First up in the Folk Night 
at The Registry series is 
Jez Lowe, a renowned 
and award-winning folk 
musician from northern 
England who’ll take to the 
stage on Oct. 29.

“He has played at the 
Mill Race Festival two or 
three times, and the most 
recent time, a couple of 

years ago, and he was just 
fantastic. I always knew 
that he was a good song-
writer, and I have a couple 
of his CDs but it turns out 
that he is also a really good 
entertainer. He tells inter-
esting stories and funny 
stories. He tours a lot with 
a band, but this show will 
be Jez on his own. His song 
writing is extremely good,” 
said Cole.

There are also a few 
double bill evenings set up 
for the series. The second 
show, and first double bill, 
will feature veteran folk 
singer Laura Smith and 

newly minted Naming the 
Twins – a duo from the 
East Coast. 

“Laura is quite well 
known, and she could ob-
viously do a whole night 
on her own, but lately she 
has been touring with this 
duo, Naming the Twins, 
who are up-and-comers,” 
he said, adding that Smith 
has a familiar sound. “I was 
raised in the ’70s and I like 
to bring people in whose 
music reminds me of that 
era, and Laura qualifies for 
that, but I also like to bring 
people in that are un-
known. Naming the Twins 

aren’t well known in the 
Ontario area at all. I lis-
tened to some of their mu-
sic, and decided that these 
two would make a good 
combination. When I sug-
gested it to Laura, she was 
excited to do it. Laura is a 
singer primarily, so having 
other artists on the bill, I 
think she enjoys that.”

Cole wants as many peo-
ple that can fit in the Regis-
try Theatre to come on out 
and enjoy some tunes and, 
heck, even sing along. 

“For me, what I love at 
the end of the night, is 
when the audience is going 

British folk singer Jez Lowe (left) will start off the Folk Night series in October. Naming the Twins, an East Coast act, will be playing the 
second show on a double bill with Laura Smith.  [SUBMITTED] 

out, they have been singing 
along, and they have really 
gotten involved with the 
concert and that happens 
more often than not,” he 
said. “I think that the big 
takeaway for our audiences 
is that they have gotten 
to know the performers 
a little bit, that they have 
gotten to know the music 
and that they have gotten 
to participate in the show.”

To check out the lineup 
for the Folk Night at The 
Registry series, and to buy 
tickets, visit www.folk-
night.ca, or email Cole at 
jhcole@mgl.ca.

Folk music series rolls out  lineup
Folk Night at the Registry concerts are increasingly popular, with a growing number of season ticket holders

welcomes 

area, and 
the quality 
of venue at the 
Registry. “The 
acoustics are 
good, the setting 
is intimate, there 
is that big stage 
area, so you can put 
single artists on or 
a group of five or 
six on there. It 
is a really nice 
place to see a 
concert and it 
is also conve-
nient for people 
in the K-W area. 
I also like to cater 
the series to singer/
songwriter material. So 
it is either traditional 
music, or artists writing 
songs that people actu-
ally want to listen to. It 
is not about dancing, 
it is not about drum-
ming – these are 
intended to be 
listening-type 
concerts and 

British folk singer Jez Lowe (left) will start off the Folk Night series in October. Naming the Twins, an East Coast act, will be playing the 
second show on a double bill with Laura Smith. 
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CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.
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Call: 519-669-5790 
or Visit: 

www.observerxtra.com

AUCTIONS

SAT. JULY 23 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
septic supplies; woodwork-
ing tools; machinery; filtra-
tion systems; piping; office 
furniture; tiller; trailer; etc to 
be held at 42 Shirk Place in 
Kitchener for Limnoterra Ltd. 
and Sand Filtration Ltd. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF Mili-
tary vehicles and other 
army/navy artifacts, farm 
machinery & miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 1900 
County Rd. 15, Municipality 
of Kincardine (3 miles west 
of Glammis or 5 miles east 
of Tiverton) for Dave and 
Patricia Fritz, on Friday, July 
1st @ 11:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

FARM 
EQUIPMENT

JOHN DEERE TRACTORS and 
bobcat S300 for rent. 45 - 150 
hp. Rent by day, week or mos. 
Great rates. 519-591-1274.

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

BULK SHAVINGS. KILN dried 
pine or mixed. Dumped off. 
30, 35, 50 cu. yard load. Sold 
by the dollar, in line with straw 
prices. Great for horses, chick-
ens and cattle. Bolger Wood 
Products Inc. 519-846-1179.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by Ein-
wechter. Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

OAT & PEAS FOR FORAGE 
COVER CROPS - Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD YOUR 
source of quality slabwood and 
seasoned bodywood. All prices 
include delivery. No Sunday 
calls please. 519-656-2057.

WANTED

WANTED - FARM. Looking to 
buy farm of 40 or more acres 
in the Dorking, Hesson area. 
Phone Keith 519-575-6324.

HELP WANTED

A VEGETABLE FARM in the 
Breslau area is seeking help 
from July to September, and 
part time in October in the 
field. Also help is needed 
to run vegetable stands. 
Duties include: picking, 
sorting, washing all types 
of vegetables, operating 
vegetable stand. Pay will be 
determined on vegetables 
being picked. Students are 
welcome! If you are inter-
ested please call 519-635-
3874 for more information.

FULL TIME STAFF required 
Busy veterinary clinic looking 
for a mature individual for a 
full time position, posi-
tion includes a variety of 
tasks including, customer 
service, reception duties, 
cleaning duties etc. The 
ideal candidate will enjoy 
a fast paced environment 
and love animals, must also 
be able to work a variety of 
hours including evenings 
and weekends. If interested, 
please forward resume to 
rvtfred2015@gmail.com 

FOR SALE

COMPOST. GREAT FOR use as 
mulch and fertilizer. Avail-
able to pick up in 1.5 yd 
totes or bulk. Call Mapleton 
Compost, Eli or Marlin Bru-
bacher. 519-669-2186.

LAMINATE - LOTS of in-
stock specials from .99 sf. 
Wellelsey Home Centre 
- Flooring Division, 2196 
Gerber Rd., Box 10, Welles-
ley, Ont. N0G 1A0. Phone 
519-656-3533.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND LAWN 
SEED - Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MARTIN’S STRAWBERRY 
FARM - You pick and pre 
picked berries. Open 8 8, 
Monday to Saturday. Call 
our new telephone number 
519-669-9659. 389 Ruggles 
Rd. Floradale.

SOFTNER SALT - 20kg bags, 
minimum 25 bags, skid 
lots of 56. Delivered in St. 
Jacobs, St. Clements, Elmira 
& Linwood areas. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

AUCTIONS

FRIDAY JULY 1 at 11:00 AM - 
Auction sale of 12 boats; 5th 
wheel trailer; flat bed trailer; 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at 415 Third Conces-
sion Rd Brant RR 3 Princeton 
for Jim Penders. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

SAT. JULY 9 at 10:00 AM 
- Property auction of a 
charming 3-4 bedroom 
red brick bungalow with 
kitchen; dining; living; 
finished basement. Large 
mature, well treed and 
landscaped lot. Located 
in a prime location at 59 
Catherine St. New Hamburg 
for Elizabeth (Betty) and the 
late John McCutchen. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

WED JULY 20 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; tools; antiques; 
collectables; household 
effects and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community centre 
in St. Jacob’s for an area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

HELP WANTED

SANDELLI MASSAGE 
THERAPY is Looking for a 
Part-time receptionist for 
one evening a week with 
the potential for more 
hours. Seeking an individual 
that knows the importance 
of great customer service, 
as well as flexibility with 
hours and availability. Posi-
tion available immediately 
at $12/hour. Please e-mail 
your resume to: krista@
kristasandellimassageth-
erapy.com

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

WANTED

BACHELOR SIZED APT or 
small cottage on a farm 
property needed by Sept. 
30 or before in Elmira area 
by mature, retired woman. 
Phone 519-897-2744.

CASH FOR OLD watches, 
jewellery, all gold and 
silver, coins, military, toys, 
records. Call Terry 519-242-
6900. gallamore@golden.
net 40 years experience, fair 
honest prices. Will travel.

RENTALS

1 BEDROOM APARTMENT 
available August 1, down-
town Elmira. Includes 
laundry facility, air condition-
ing, fridge, stove. Call Hugh 
after 6 p.m. 519-669-5533.

DRAYTON: 2 BEDROOM 
apartment available imme-
diately. In unit laundry. 
all appliances supplied by 
LL $850.00 monthly plus 
utilities. Call Mildred Frey to 
view 519-741-6970.

REAL ESTATE

MAIN STREET ELMIRA: 1025 sq. 
ft. @ $14.00 per sq.ft.Com-
mercial unit on main street. 
Great street exposure. Clean 
unit. Call to view Mildred Frey 
Peak Realty Ltd. 519-741-6970

WANTED TO BUY. Bungalow 
in Elmira, small; single, semi 
or town; 2 beds on main 
floor; 1-2 baths; attached 
garage, west of Arthur St., 
max. 15 years old; max 
$425,000. Bill 519-669-4261.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

MASONRY REPAIRS STONE, 
brick, concrete. 11th year in 
business. Call Jeff The Mortar 
Mender 226-338-6243.

ROLL OFF BIN Rental. 15 
cu. yd.; 10 cu. yd. and 7 cu. 
yd. Daily, weekly, monthly 
rentals available. Call Dustin 
226-750-4532.

COMING EVENTS

WELCOME TO VACATION 
Summer Bible School. July 6 - 
15, 2016 at Calvary Conservative 
Mennonite Church, 5064 Arthur 
St. N. Woolwich. 4 miles N. of 
Elmira. 9:00 11:30 a.m. ages 
4 (turning 5 this year) to Gr. 
8 (14). Contact John M. Martin 
519-638-2128.

We are expanding our business and looking 
to fill the following positions:

• Welder/ Fitter
• Industrial Painter
• Brake Operator
• Millwright/ 2nd year apprentice to join 

our Road Crew
Competitive wages, Company Benefit and 
Group RRSP package offered.

Applicants must be detail oriented, well 
organized, be able to work independently, 
hold flexible hours as well as meet strict 
timelines. Some general assembly and 
maintenance duties required. Previous 
experience is considered an asset.

Please forward resume to 
info@dynamicmillwrights.com

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, only 
those selected for an interview will be contacted.

8596 Road 164, 
Listowel, ON N4W 3G6

HELP WANTED

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER Wanted 
to join the team at K. Mikel Plumbing 
and Heating Inc. 
New home, multifamily residential 
construction plumbing and light 
commercial. 

• Driver's license and reliable 
transportation is required.

• Competitive wages. 
Please send resume to:
emilymikel@ hotmail.com

HELP WANTED

Part-time ELMIRA

APARTMENT 
SUPERINTENDENT

for CAMEO COURT APTS.
30 Church St. W.

• Can rent & live-in one of our Apts., 
OR can live in own home nearby
• Must be courteous, capable, 
conscientious, reliable, and carry out 
cleaning and grounds and other light 
building maintenance duties, as 
necessary to keep our building and 
property safe, clean, functional and 
attractive
• Must satisfy our valued Tenants

Please apply to:

Amberley Holdings Ltd., P. O. Box 40123, 
Waterloo Square, Waterloo, Ontario N2J4V1
519-525-2222
OR
evans@hurontel.on.ca

Dakon Construction Ltd. is currently 
seeking Site Supervisors / Carpenters in 
the ICI Sector for work in KW area. 
Please apply by fax or email to:

  

Fax: 519-746-7498
dakoninfo@dakon.ca

Construction Supervisors 
and/or Carpenters

 

 

 



18 | CLASSIFIED THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JUNE 30, 2016

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

CYCLIST & 
PROFESSIONAL 

MECHANIC
PETER STREET

REPAIRS
WITH

VISIT US TODAY!

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

 Finished Flat Work/Floors
 Foundations & Footings
 Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios
 Decorative & Exposed Concrete
 Coloured Concrete

SPECIALIZING IN:
 Finished Flat Work/Floors Finished Flat Work/Floors
 Foundations & Footings Foundations & Footings
 Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios
 Decorative & Exposed Concrete Decorative & Exposed Concrete Decorative & Exposed Concrete
 Coloured Concrete Coloured Concrete

 Finished Flat Work/Floors
SPECIALIZING IN:

519-747-4414kroetschconcrete.com kroetschconstruction@hotmail.ca

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600
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AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104

SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES OUTDOOR SERVICES

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

w w w . g r o p r o l a w n ca r e . co m5 1 9 - 6 6 9 - 1 2 7 8

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE BREAKING
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28TH FLAT BED SERVICE

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONHOME EVALUATIONFREEThinking About Selling? FREEFREECall today 
and book a

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Donating back to 
the community 
we call home.

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

DREAM PROPERTY 10 ACRES

$839,000$839,000$839,000
Near Drayton - Country living only 30 minutes from KW and Guelph, this  beautiful log home has 
stunning finishes to both interior and exterior. Beautiful cathedral ceilings through the kitchen, 
living room, and dining room. Enjoy the view and the ambiance of the gorgeous stone fireplace. 
With two bedrooms on the main floor, and the master upstairs, the finished basement offers extra 
living and recreation space including a wet bar, office, gym, and a separate entrance. Trex deck,hot 
tub, pro landscaped yard, 2 large out buildings, this property has it all. MLS 30520774.

QUIET CRESCENT

$269,900$269,900$269,900$269,900
Elmira - Sought after birdland crescent in Elmira hosts this 3 bedroom semi-detached home 
with a insulated, detached garage.  Let the kids and pets run free in this huge fully fenced 
back yard while you sit on the 12 x 13 deck enjoying the quiet crescent like street.  Ample 
space with a main floor living room as well as a finished rec room with built in surround 
sound in the basement.  This one won’t last long! MLS.

FULLY FURNISHED

$219,900$219,900$219,900
Conestogo Lake - This south west facing 3 bedroom cottage on Conestogo lake is the perfect 
starter cottage. Including forced air oil heating, fully equipped kitchen, fully furnished rooms, a 
3 piece bathroom, 100 amp service and wrap around deck. The detached garage has washer 
and dryer included. With full extendable dock with electric reversible winch and rails running 
into the lake, it is ready for your family to start enjoying summer! MLS 30518137.

DUPLEX OR SINGLE FAMILY

Moorefield - Welcome to 
this investment property. 
First time buyers, this is a 
great opportunity to 
purchase and offset your 
mortgage payments by 
renting out one of the units. 
Equipped with new roof in 
2015 and many other 
improvements over the 
years, this is a must see. 
Large yard with shed and 
vegetable garden. Book now 
to see this solidly built brick 
duplex. MLS 30526944.

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

$259,000$259,000

$269,900$269,900$269,900$269,900$269,900$269,900
Elmira - Sought after birdland crescent in Elmira hosts this 3 bedroom semi-detached home 
with a insulated, detached garage.  Let the kids and pets run free in this huge fully fenced 
back yard while you sit on the 12 x 13 deck enjoying the quiet crescent like street.  Ample 

SOLD

2075 SQUARE FEET

Drayton - This yet to be built beautiful Verdone 2 storey home features stone, brick and 
vinyl exterior. 2075 square feet, main floor boasts granite counter tops, Barzotti 
kitchen, gas fireplace. second floor features media room, 3 bedrooms and main bath, 
laundry, master bedroom with 5 piece ensuite and walkin closet, media room could be 
made into 4th bedroom, unfinished basement complete with rough in bath can be 
finished to your taste for additional cost. MLS 30519901.

$419,900$419,900$419,900$419,900

A GROUP HUG, WRIT LARGE

Students at Riverside Public School 
made a big ring around the building on 
Wednesday morning to give the school a 
hug while singing a song to say goodbye. 
The students and staff will be starting 
the 2016-2017 school year at the new 
building currently under construction in 
the subdivision on Church Street West.  
[LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

2015 Audited Financial Statements
Copies of the Township of Wellesley’s 2015 Audited Financial 
Statements are available free of charge at the Township Of�ce, 4639 
Lobsinger Line at Crosshill, or for download on the Township’s 
website, at www.wellesley.ca by following the links from “Township 
Services” to “Finance”. 

These statements have been prepared in accordance with Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles set for Canadian municipalities 
through the Public Sector Accounting Board. 

2016 Tax Rate Information
The Township of Wellesley 2016 tax rate information is available 
at the Township Of�ce. Tax rate information may be viewed or 
downloaded on the Township’s website by following the links from 
“Township Services” to “Finance”. 

Theresa Bisch 
Treasurer

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS 
OF WELLESLEY 

TOWNSHIP

PUBLIC NOTICE

BUYING? SELLING? OR JUST LOOKING?
WE HAVE THE FRESHEST LISTINGS IN THE MARKET.
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426
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DIREC

Your referrals are appreciated!

FREE Market Evaluation
Do you need more living space?

Are you ready to downsize?
Are you a first-time buyer?

Y efer als ciat d!

Call Me for ALL Your Real Estate Needs!
I Have Buyers Looking for Homes!I Have Buyers Looking for Homes!

Are you a first-time buyer?

Call Me for ALL Your Real Estate Needs!

Let my 25 years of experience work for you.

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

PROUDLY
CANADIAN

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME MARKET EVALUATION.

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie

CANADIAN

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

CANADIANCANADIAN

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

WOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

HAPPY CANADA DAY!

BEAUTIFULLY MAINTAINED 
$439,900 ELMIRA Inviting two storey foyer open to the 
upper level, carpet free main floor, corner gas fireplace, 
garden door off the eat-in kitchen to patio & fenced yd 
(room for a pool), spacious master with ensuite, 2nd floor 
laundry, NEW ROOF & AIR CONDITIONING. MLS.

3/4 ACRE WITH SHOP 
$689,900 CARTHAGE Custom built bungalow with 
walk-up basement, open concept main floor layout, 
hardwood floors & oak trim, wheel chair accessible, 
spacious kitchen, dining and family rm w/gas fireplace, 3 
bdrms up and 2 down, 3 full bathrooms, 2+ car garage. MLS.

ONE OF A KIND 
$559,900 ELMIRA Remarkable restoration on this 19th 
century two storey home situated on tree lined street, 
elegance & charm, abundance of original woodwork, 
finished attic, oversized heated garage with 2nd level 
bonus room/man cave.

NEW PRICE!

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

R.W. THUR 
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi ce:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

LINWOOD – Enjoy the view of the 
countryside from several rooms 
in this well   kept home on a quiet 
street. Large lot. Enjoy entertaining 
in the spacious country kitchen w/
walkout to deck. Main fl oor family 
room w/woodstove. Large LR with 
hdwd fl oor. Main fl oor laundry. FOUR 
bedrooms & 3 baths (3pc. ensuite). 
Finsihed rec. room/games room and 
lots of storage.  Dble. garage & extra 
parking! MLS.$479,000

ISABELLA ST., LINWOOD 

LOCATION! LOCATION! Huge 
pie shaped lot w/several mature 
trees. Quiet court location. Large 
dining area w/walkout to 2 tiered 
deck. Hdwd fl r. in liv. rm. Spa-
cious rec. room w/gas fi replace 
& 2 large windows, offi ce/4th 
bdrm. & 3pc. bath in lower level 
w/walkout. Fourth level is unfi n-
ished. Shingles (2015). Furnace & 
CAC (2012). Extra-long driveway. 
Enclosed carport. NEW MLS.$429,900

14 CHICKADEE COURT, ELMIRA

NEW LISTING

EXCEPTIONAL OLDER HOME, 
loaded with character! Beautiful 
staircases, hdwd fl oors & wide 
baseboards. Updated windows 
(incl. stained & beveled glass). 
Cozy LR w/gas fi replace. Large D.R. 
Main fl oor fam. room & sunroom. 
FOUR bdrms. plus a fi nished attic! 
In-law suite in bsmt. (separate en-
trance). Dble. garage. A MUST SEE. 
MLS.$559,900

BAUMAN ST., ELMIRA

‘EXCLUSIVE WOODED COURT’ 
located in Elmira’s original 
‘Birdland’. Huge lot with both 
sun and shade! Enjoy the 
stone patio or the ‘party’ deck 
overlooking the fi re pit and 
small pond. Major renovations 
completed to create an open 
concept main fl oor with ca-
thedral ceiling, custom maple 

kitchen w/ island, granite counters and ceramic backsplash. Dining room overlooks 
the main fl oor family room w/F.P. Mn. Flr. Laundry. 3 generous bedrooms and updat-
ed mn. Bath & ensuite. Recent rec room and 4th bedroom/games room as well as a 
3 pc. Bath. Detached garage 12’ x 16’ w/hydro. New asphalt driveway. MLS.

$624,900

BROWN THRASHER COURT, ELMIRA

Looking for lots of house? This 
spacious home has an addition 
featuring a main fl r. family room 
(fi replace), main fl r. bathrm, mas-
ter w/ensuite bath & full base-
ment (w/separate entrance)! Over 
2500 sq.ft. of living space.   LR & 
DR are great for entertaining. 
Lovely back yard & mature trees. 
Close to schools & amenities. 
MLS REDUCED.$439,900

PARK AVE., ELMIRA
Looking for lots of house? This 
spacious home has an addition 
featuring a main fl r. family room 
(fi replace), main fl r. bathrm, mas-
ter w/ensuite bath & full base-
ment (w/separate entrance)! Over 
2500 sq.ft. of living space.   LR & 

$439,900$439,900

2500 sq.ft. of living space.   LR & 
DR are great for entertaining. 

(fi replace), main fl r. bathrm, mas-
ter w/ensuite bath & full base-
ment (w/separate entrance)! Over 
2500 sq.ft. of living space.   LR & SOLD

LOCATION! LOCATION! Huge 
pie shaped lot w/several mature 
trees. Quiet court location. Large 
dining area w/walkout to 2 tiered 
deck. Hdwd fl r. in liv. rm. Spa-
cious rec. room w/gas fi replace 
& 2 large windows, offi ce/4th 

$429,900$429,900

& 2 large windows, offi ce/4th 

trees. Quiet court location. Large 
dining area w/walkout to 2 tiered 
deck. Hdwd fl r. in liv. rm. Spa-
cious rec. room w/gas fi replace 
& 2 large windows, offi ce/4th SOLD

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

ATTENTION! INVESTORS, RETIREES, FIRST TIMERS!

NEW PRICE | $149,000 | Fordwich

Great starter or retirement. Completely renovated. New windows, flooring, 
kitchen, wiring, plumbing, bath, lighting. It’s all done. MLS. Call Dale 

Perth Line 72, Newton

$315,000 ~ 3 bdrm bungalow, open winding stairs 
to 3rd bdrm above gar. Main flr lndry & 4pc bath, 
RR w/FP & 2pc bath. New furnace ‘14, updated 
softener, steel roof, shed w/hydro, w-up bsmt. MLS

BILL & DIANE CASSEL

519-505-3111
Sales Representatives

bill@billcassel.com
Direct

BILL & DIANE CASSEL

Direct

519-747-0231 

Realty Ltd., Brokerage 
Independently owned & operated

they have to shut them 
down,” Pedersen said.

The fire department 
inspects fire pits when the 
permits are issued. They 
also have to stop burning by 
11 p.m., in conjunction with 
the noise bylaw.

He says they don’t get a 
ton of complaints about fire 
pits in the township.

“In Elmira maybe a few, 
it’s just because the lots 
are really small right now; 
they’re getting smaller. El-
mira and Breslau and a few 
in St. Jacobs. We don’t have 
the same problems like the 

cities do,” Pedersen said.
He reminds residents 

that campfires have to be 
attended at all times with 
an extinguishing material 
close by. 

“We ask for everyone to 
cease open burns, and if us-
ing campfires or barbecues, 
please be cautious, atten-
tive, and have extinguishing 
agents available at all times. 
There has been a recent 
increase in dry grass fires 
and with a lack of rain in 
the forecast, this temporary 
ban will help keep Wellesley 
safe,” said Wellesley’s act-
ing fire chief, Steve Martin.

BANS: Dealing with dryness
FROM | 5

FIND A HOME.
SELL A HOME.

THE OBSERVER IS THE PLACE TO BE.
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TO BOOK YOUR 
FAMILY NOTICE:
CALL 519-669-5790 EXT104 OR

email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com
DEADLINE: Wednesday by 10am

FAMILY ALBUM

ANNIVERSARY

BIRTHDAY

ANNIVERSARY ANNIVERSARY

STAG & DOE OBITUARYIN MEMORIAM

DEATH NOTICES

Allen & Pauline Martin

On July 2, 1966 you shared your vows of love  
and commitment to each other. 

All of us have shared in the joy and blessings of your love. 
We celebrate with you and give thanks to God for this gift!

Happy 50th Anniversary

With love from your family; 
Sherri & James, Justin, Caleb; Tammy & Calvin, Erika & Marty, Amber

50th Wedding Anniversary

Today as both of you look back 
With happiness and pride 

Upon the Fifty cherished years 
That you’ve spent side by side, 

May every memory that you share 
Of dreams you’ve seen come true, 

Help make this special Golden day
A happy one for you!

Ken (Anne), Kimberly, Kelly (Leslie) would like to 
invite you to help us celebrate our parents’

Congratulations  
Paul & Margaret Cooper

(of Elmira)

Together our parents created a beautiful marriage and a strong family.
Let’s get together to honor them as they celebrate 50 years of wedded bliss.

Please join us at the Royal Canadian Legion, 11 First Street, E., Elmira.
Open house and live entertainment from 8:00pm – Midnight

Best Wishes Only – gratefully accepting donations for  
Woolwich Community Services – Family Violence Prevention

Happy 35th Wedding 
Anniversary

Sharon & Peter Both

Love, Family & Friends

WALTER, Elizabeth (Betty)
April 5, 1936 – July 1, 2002

In loving memory of Betty,  
a special mother, grandmother and 

great-grandmother.
God saw you were getting tired

And a cure was not to be 
So He put His Arms around you 
And whispered, “Come to Me”

With tearful eyes we watched you 
And saw you pass away.

Although we loved you dearly
We could not make you stay

A golden heart stopped beating 
Hardworking hands at rest. 

God broke our hearts to prove to us 
He only takes the best…

Forever in our hearts,
The Walter Family

Happy 14th Birthday

Enjoy your summer, high school is 
right around the corner!

Colin Merlihan

Love Mom, Dad, Cassandra & Nicole

Cassy Bauman &  
Eugene Gostnikov

Saturday, July 9th at 8pm 
At the Elmira Lion’s Hall 
(40 South St W Elmira) 

Come out and help the couple celebrate! 
There will be fun, food, and games! 

Tickets will be available at the door for $10

In Memory of our friend and a 
dear Father Andy Colclough 
who passed away 5 years ago  

June 28, 2011

Your life was a blessing
Your memory a treasure

You are loved beyond words
And missed beyond Measure

We love you and miss you dearly.
Love,

Becky, Kieron, Rachael, Steve, Naz, Jason, Hazel, 
Jocelyn, Gary and David

IN MEMORIAM

BAST, Elizabeth Rose, “Betty” 
(nee Dietrich)

Peacefully at St. Mary’s General Hos-
pital on Sunday, June 19, 2016 after a 
lengthy illness at age 75. 
Mother of Mary Scott, Richard, Rose, 
Marjorie Henhoeffer and Victoria Geiger.
Betty will be missed by her extended 
family and many friends. 
Predeceased by her parents Frederick 
and Suzanne Dietrich (nee Linesman)
and all of her brothers and sisters. 
Special thanks to Jack and Dave for all 
they have done. 
Funeral arrangements are entrusted to 
Robert Ruggle Funeral Home, 617 King 
St. N., Waterloo, 519 888-7700.
Cremation has taken place. A private 
service will be held at a later date. 
Condolences for the family may be 
made online at 

www.robertrugglefuneralhome.com

Russwurm, Lynn Philip
Passed away peacefully at St. Mary’s Gen-
eral Hospital, Kitchener, with family at his 
side, on Monday, June 27, 2016, at the age 
of 85 years. Loved husband of Shirley Russ-
wurm of Elmira. Dear father of Lance (Ann) 
Russwurm, Laurel (Bob) Jonkman, Luane, 
Liana, Larry, Lani Russwurm, Nicole (Todd) 
Russwurm-Straus, and Jerry Russwurm. 
Step-father of Dan (Terri) Montgomery, 
Paul (Karen) Montgomery, and Sean (Lisa) 
Montgomery. Remembered by 23 grand-
children and 13 great-grandchildren, and 
sisters Doreen (Delmer) Armbruster and 
Gertie Zimmerman. Lynn was predeceased 
by his daughter Lynda Pearson, step-
daughter Yvonne Hamlyn, granddaughter 
April O’Farrell, parents Andrew and Anna 
Margaretha Russwurm, and brother 
Lorne Russwurm. Lynn was well known 
as a performer, promoter, and historian of 
traditional country music. The extremely 
popular ‘Sunday Night Concert Series’ in 
Gore Park, Elmira, was started by Lynn, and 
is now in its 10th year. Cremation has taken 
place. The family will receive their rela-
tives and friends at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira for a memo-
rial visitation on Monday, July 4, 2016 from 
7-9 p.m. A memorial service will take place 
on Tuesday, July 5, 2016 at 11 a.m. at St. 
James Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. S., 
Elmira followed by a reception. A musical 
celebration of a life well lived will take place 
on Wednesday, July 13, 2016 from 8:30 to 
11:00 pm. at the Commercial Tavern, 1303 
Maryhill Rd., Maryhill. In Lynn’s memory, 
donations to the Kidney Foundation or the 
Alzheimer’s Society would be appreciated 
as expressions of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

MALCOLM, Mary Dianne  
(nee McGrath)

Of Carrying Place, formerly of Water-
loo, passed away peacefully at home 
after a courageous battle with COPD, 
with her beloved husband of 30 years, 
Jim at her side at the age of 72. Sur-
vived by sons Christopher and Michael 
Macfarlane, step children Peggy Bosch 
(Michael) and Ian Malcolm (Jennie), 
step grandchildren Liela and Kailey 
Malcolm. Also survived by sister Bar-
bara McGrath. Predeceased by parents 
Frank and Mary McGrath, brothers 
Ron, Tom and Pat McGrath. Accord-
ing to Dianne’s wishes cremation has 
taken place. There will be no visitation 
or funeral service. Interment at a later 
date. Donations may be made to the 
charity of your choice. Many thanks 
to Doctors Nyholt, Harrison, Campbell 
and Griffin and to Paramed Home 
Care for their compassionate care dur-
ing this difficult time. Arrangements 
entrusted to Steele Funeral Home, 
Moira Street Chapel, 30 Moira Street 
West, Belleville (613-968-2273).

OBITUARYTHANK YOU

A sincere Thank You
to my family for hosting an Open 

House in honour of my 90th Birthday.
A Thank You to all who took time to 

attend and for the cards and gifts.
Best wishes, Love you all,

Dorothy Liebold

BOWMAN, ALAN ROGER 
|   Passed away peace-
fully at the KW Campus 
of Grand River Hospital, 
Kitchener on Sunday, 
June 26, 2016 at the age 
of 72 years, of St. Jacobs.

MEYER, CECILIA  | of Walk-
erton, passed away on 
Monday, June 27, 2016 at 
Brucelea Haven. She was 
91.  Local relative is her 
brother-in-law Vincent 
Kraemer of Elmira.

RHODA, SANDRA LYNN | Passed 
away peacefully at Barnswal-
low Place in Elmira on Monday, 
June 27, 2016 in her 62nd year.

TARGOSZ, MARGARET ROSE (NEE 
KEBA)  | Suddenly passed 
away on Monday, June 27, 
2016 in her 74th year.

DEATH 
NOTICES
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LIVING HERE
CHANGES / READY FOR WHAT’S NEXT

CAMPFIRES ARE A FA-
VOURITE pastime in the 
evenings during a long 
weekend, a chance to talk, 
sing and perhaps share a 
few laughs. A campfire is 
mesmerizing for me. 

As a kid, those toasty 
marshmallows were enough 
of a treat. Now a s’mores bar 
it the norm! Luckily, all dif-
ferent kinds of treats can be 
done by the fire. 

My favourite is the Camp-
fire Banana – it was one of 
those Girl Guide things you 
never forget! So simple and 
delicious: no special tools 
required. 

This weekend we will 
have to be extra careful to 
watch the fire, keep water 
close by, never leave the fire 
unattended, and put it out 
before bed! Sounds like I’m 
babying my firstborn, but 
fires go out of hand very 
quickly – be safe. 

Whether you’re at home 
or off camping, enjoy the 
long weekend and all it has 
to bring. Ideally, it offers up 
good weather, great compa-
ny and perhaps a campfire 
or two!

A tasty 
treat
to enjoy 
around a 
Canada 
Day 
campfire

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

WHITNEY NEILSON

REDEKOP | 27

FRED REDEKOP HAS ONLY 
a few more months behind 
the pulpit at Floradale 
Mennonite Church. 

He’ll be leaving this Au-
gust after 25 years as pastor 
of the church.

He spent four years as 
a pastor in Pennsylvania 
near where his wife grew 
up before accepting the po-
sition in Floradale. He grew 
up in Ontario and when the 
couple was expecting their 
fourth child they decided 
to make the move to Flo-
radale.

The choice to retire was 
all his.

“I decided it was time, 
maybe I was too com-
fortable. More and more 
people were saying you can 
retire here. It seemed like 
at some level it was going 
to be sort of, I’ll just con-
tinue to work until I retire 
and that didn’t seem to be 
fair to me or to the church,” 
Redekop said.

He had been serving 
five-year covenants and 
at the end of the last five-
year covenant he gave his 
notice.

His colleagues are in the 
process of calling someone 
to take over as pastor in an 
interim role for at least a 
year.

“Especially after 25 years 
they need some distance 
between the long-serving 
pastor and the new one so 
that the match works well,” 
he said.

But he’s not retiring. 
He plans to be out in the 

After 25 years at Floradale Mennonite Church, Fred Redekop feels it’s time to move on 

workforce again once he’s 
finished at the church, but 
won’t look until he’s done.

“It might not be in a 
pastoral role anymore be-
cause it’s been hard on me 
physically, spiritually and 
emotionally. It’s been a 
rough ride for me at times, 
but this is a lovely place,” 
he said.

He’s also a tour manager 
for TourMagination and 
just got back from two 
weeks in Uzbekistan. It’s a 
job he’s been doing for 10 
years and this was his sec-
ond trip to Uzbekistan.

“In the 1880s Menno-
nites began to leave the 

Ukraine. Most of them 
came to North America, 
but there were two or three 
groups that felt they should 
go east in order to be there 
when Jesus would return 
for the second time be-
cause they felt that Jesus 
would return to the east 
first,” he explained.

They set up communities 
and stayed until 1945. The 
tour was to explore those 
communities, including 
a mosque that welcomed 
Mennonites to worship 
there. Some of the things 
they left behind after be-
ing deported by the Soviets 
from another village, have 

been kept in a mini-muse-
um.

“There were two Muslim 
villages, they welcomed 
Mennonites with great hos-
pitality, so part of our tour 
is to go back to those two 
villages, which Mennonites 
haven’t been there in 100 
years and people continue 
to welcome us as we were 
part of them for awhile,” 
he said.

He’s seen Floradale Men-
nonite Church make great 
strides since he began his 
pastoral journey there in 
1991, including  the new 
building being constructed 
in 2006.  

“The new building is 
wonderfully designed and 
built, and we have a great 
opportunity to host larger 
events, host community 
and church events, so we 
try to do that more and 
more,” he said.

They were able to pay off  
the new church because 
of the community’s gen-
erosity, he adds. The con-
gregation continues to be 
generous in terms of time 
and the money it donates 
not only to the church but 
beyond it. 

“I’m always amazed 

CHEF’S TABLE/ 
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

This will be Fred Redekop’s last summer behind the pulpit at Floradale Mennonite Church, as he’s retiring in August after 25 years. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Retirement now in the offing 
for longtime FMC pastor

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net

Happy  
Birthday 
Canada! 
How blessed we are to live 
in such a wonderful country. 
Wishing everyone a safe 
and Happy Canada Day! 
– Leroy’s team 

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Fun, Fabulous
Fashion & Gifts!

fb and me
Boutique

40 Arthur St. S Elmira

TUES & WED 10 - 5:30  |  Thurs 10 - 8  |  FRI 10 - 5:30  |  SAT 10 - 4
519-210-1200

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

JULY 3

ST. JACOBS AND ABERFOYLE Model Railway. Indoor 
model railway, complete with night scene; watch our 
mini world go from dawn to dusk; 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
1440 King St. N., Building 3. For info call 519-664-3737. 
All ages: $8, $7 senior, $5 child, free for 4 & under.

JULY 5

DIABETES CONNECTION! SUPPORTING EACH other in 
good health! Diabetes Connection is a support group 
for individuals diagnosed with diabetes or pre-
diabetes and their support people. Have your diabetes 
questions answered by a healthcare professional, build 
confidence in managing your diabetes, get food and 
exercise ideas, increase your knowledge of diabetes, as 
well as learn about ways to maintain or improve your 
health. Drop in on the second Tuesday of every month, 
6-7 p.m. at Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. No need to register! For more 
info, call Tiffany at 519-664-3794, ext. 241.

JULY 8

HUGS (HEALTH, UNDERSTANDING, GROWTH, Sharing) 
at the Woolwich Community Health Centre (10 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs). For parents and children 
(0-5 yrs of age) living in the catchment area of 
WCHC; 9:30-11 a.m. on the second and fourth Friday 
of every month. Discuss parenting and child health 
issues. Upcoming sessions: July 8, Park Day! Meet 
at Bolender Park in Elmira at 10 a.m.  Registration is 
not required. For more information, call Heidi, at 519-
664-3794, ext. 237.

JULY 16 

ELMIRA AND DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society annual 
fundraising Garden Tour from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Seven 
beautiful properties in and around Elmira, ranging 
from large estates to small subdivision gardens. 
Tickets $10 each available from Brian’s Photo, 57 
Arthur St. S., Elmira or by contacting Barb at barbs@
rogers.com; 519-580-7584.

JULY 17

ST. JACOBS AND ABERFOYLE Model Railway. Indoor 
model railway, complete with night scene; watch our 
mini world go from dawn to dusk 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
1440 King St. N. Building 3. For info call 519-664-3737. 

JULY 22

HUGS (HEALTH, UNDERSTANDING, GROWTH, Sharing) 
at the Woolwich Community Health Centre (10 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs). For parents and children 
(0-5 yrs of age) living in the catchment area of 
WCHC. 9:30-11 a.m. on the second and fourth Friday 
of every month. Discuss parenting and child health 
issues. Upcoming sessions: July 22 Park Day! Meet at 
St. Jacobs Park at 10 a.m. Registration is not required. 
For more info, call Heidi, at 519-664-3794, ext. 237.

JULY 29

ALMA OPTIMIST BEEF BBQ, 5-7 p.m., Alma Community 
Centre, Alma; $14. 

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:30 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

519-669-1459  •  www.elmiracommunity.org
Birdland Plaza, 112 Oriole Parkway, Unit 5, Elmira

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship

10:00am Worship Service

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Speaker: Scott Stein

Sunday, July 3rd
10:00 AM

“If You Love Jesus...”

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

The Wonder and
Mystery of Grace.

Sunday, July 3rd

10:45 am

Building relationships with God,
one another, and the world.

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
www.kcf.org

www.kcf.org/academy

850 Sawmill Road, Bloomingdale, ON
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

See www.elmiramennonite.ca

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Speaker: Jason Haut,

Lay Preaching Team
Vacation Bible School:

July 4-8, 9 : 11:30am

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 
REACH OUT
Spread the word, 
advertise your 
service here 
every week.

SUBMIT AN EVENT

The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t 
local community events that are off ered free to 
the public. Placement is not guaranteed. 

Registrations, corporate events, open houses  
and the like do not qualify in this section.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO EASILY SUBMIT YOUR EVENT:
observerxtra.com/events-calendar/submit-calendar-in-print/

public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.
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 Free Blood Pressure Monitoring
Meds-Check Consultations &      

Medication Consult Home Visits
 Compliance Packaging

Free Prescription Delivery

NOW OPEN We take care of all your 
health and wellness needs

 

Monday - Friday 9:00am - 7:00pm 

 Saturday 9:00am - 4:00pm

Sunday Closed

 

  

Elmira Remedy’sRx
75 Arthur St. South

Elmira, ON N3B 2M8

Tel: (519) 669-5655
Fax: (519) 669-5595

 Seniors Save 10% (every Wednesday)

(in Elmira & area)

Wyatt St
Dental
Office

Elmira 
Medical 
Centre

St. JamesLutheran
Church

Arthur St
Dental
Office

ELMIRAPHARMACY

Wyatt St E

Ar
th
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We are a full service local drug store offering 
prescription and over-the-counter medications 
and numerous services specifically aimed at your 
health care needs. Come in to meet your local 
pharmacy team.

School’s out ... after 35 years
Long a familiar face at St. Boniface School in Maryhill, Diane Strickler heads into retirement as school year ends

WHITNEY NEILSON

AS THE SCHOOL YEAR 
came to a close this week, 
so did a major chapter in 
Diane Strickler’s life.

Strickler finished up a 
35-year career as secretary 
at Maryhill’s St. Boniface 
School, a job she never con-
sidered as such.

“It just never occurred to 
me to leave. When you en-
joy your job it’s not a job. I 
always enjoyed it,” she said, 
sitting outside her office, 
pausing to greet students by 
name as they walk by or to 
point out a stray shoelace.

Even as a child she al-
ways wanted to be a sec-
retary, typing away on a 
typewriter.

She spent 10 years at 
Greb Shoes – called Greb 
Industries in that day. And 
then another 10 years in 
the office of the Kitchener-
Waterloo Stockyards. She’s 
also worked for the St. 
Boniface Parish in Maryhill 
since 1979, and will con-
tinue that role as it’s not a 
large time commitment.

She says she never in-
tended to spend the major-
ity of her career in a school, 
it’s just how it worked out.

“I know when I was here 15 
years and I thought, ‘15 years, 
where did they go?’ Where 
did 35 years go? I have no 
idea,” Strickler muses.

She’ll miss coming into 
school each day to hear 
laughter or walking into a 
classroom and being sur-
rounded by children hugging 
her. And of course, the older 
children checking to see if 
they’re taller than her yet.

Now, she has former stu-
dents coming in with their 
own kids. And there’s a long 
list of generations who’ve 
all walked these halls.

She recalls when the 
school celebrated its 100th 

anniversary, how nice it 
was to see so many former 
students come back.

“My dad will be 96 on 
Sunday, he went to school 
here. I have two great-
nieces and nephews that 
are seventh generation 
here, so a lot of the kids can 
say they’re five, six genera-
tions,” Strickler said.

In the three and a half 
decades she’s spent in the 
school it’s become increas-
ingly modernized. So much 
of the administrative as-
pects have moved online 
from registration to paying 
for students’ lunch. Trans-
portation is another big 
part that’s changed.

“All the bus drivers were 
local. They would come in 
and we would sit around 
the staff room table and 
say these are the Grade 8s 
that are graduating, so we 

would take them off [the 
list]. And then we’d put 
on the new students and I 
would say, ‘oh they’re living 
beside so and so,’ or they 
would know the family of 
the kids that are coming 
in,” Strickler said.

Now she just enters the 
students’ information on-
line and she’s told what bus 
the students will go on. The 
way they take attendance is 
different too. 

They have registers at the 
Maryhill Historical House 
that show how attendance 
used to be kept in books. 
Now they just do atten-
dance on paper.

“After two years you 
throw it away. It was nice 
to see the writing, but 
that stopped several years 
ago. That was another big 
change. The teachers just 
mark it in an attendance 

book and I put it into Tril-
lium. It’s so different,” 
Strickler said.

It’s unclear who will take 
over her many other roles 
in the school. She’s led nu-
merous clubs at the school 
for years, like folk dancing, 
missions, gardening, bingo, 
and crafts. She also was a 
bench sitter for the basket-
ball teams.

“It was a blast. We went all 
over the place. We drove the 
kids, now you have to take 
a bus. We went to Elora and 
Fergus, St. Agatha, St. Clem-
ent. Now it’s a one-day tour-
nament, an afternoon and 
then it’s over,” Strickler said.

An award was created 
in her honour this year, 
titled The Diane Strickler 
Heart of the Community 
Award. Grade 6 student 
Ally Pooran received it for 
her volunteer work in and 

outside of the school. It was 
donated by the St. Boniface 
School Council and will be 
given annually to a worthy 
student at St. Boniface.

She says it was unbeliev-
able when she found out 
they’d named an award af-
ter her. There’s also a bud-
dy bench in her honour.

“We had a special mass 
and when Alex went up 
and he had his kilt on I 
thought ‘oh my gosh, he’s 
going to play the bagpipes.’ 
So I was piped over, they 
had an honour guard and 

I was piped over. I love the 
Mull of Kintyre. It’s beauti-
ful. Paul McCartney sings 
it, but halfway through 
the song the bagpipes play 
and I love that song and 
of course, what does he 
do? He plays the Mull of 
Kintyre coming over. It was 
awesome,” Strickler said.

And the school’s recog-
nized her contributions 
other times too. When they 
did tree planting, some 
stones were donated and 
placed, which were named 
the Strickler Circle.

Lifetouch also created a 
large picture of her, but if you 
look closely it’s all the faces 
of students and staff from 
that year. They did a simi-
lar photo for the school and 
the church as a fundraiser.

She also received a book 
called The Many Faces of 
Diane and it’s photos of her 
through the years doing dif-
ferent things at the school.

Heavily involved with 
the historical and genea-
logical societies, she has 
many projects she’s looking 
forward to working on in 
her retirement. She’s also 
hoping to do a little travel-
ing, to France and to Sas-
katchewan to see different 
branches of her family she 
found through her genea-
logical work.

As for the school, she has 
a simple wish for it – she’d 
like to see it stay where it is.

“We’re the best kept 
secret in the Waterloo Re-
gion, that’s what everybody 
always says.”

Diane Strickler’s 35 years as secretary of Maryhill’s St. Boniface School came to a close this week. The St. Boniface School Council created The Diane Strickler Heart of the Community Award 
this year, which will be given out annually to recognize a student’s community work. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

observerxtra.com/ads/

TAKING CARE 
OF BUSINESS

• Delivered to 18,500 homes 
in Woolwich, Wellesley & 
Waterloo every week.

• Maximum readership with 
100% LOCAL content

NO OTHER ADVERTISING 
OPTION AS EFFECTIVE OR 
INEXPENSIVE TO REACH 
THE LOCAL MARKET. PERIOD.
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ACROSS
1. Eye part
5. Trounces
11. Doctor’s order
16. Central point
17. Spanish district
18. Bind
19. Patella
21. Maroon
23. That man
24. Risk taker
26. Rudiments
27. Individual
29. Whimpered
30. Dash lengths
32. “To ___ is human ...”
34. Hawaiian garland
35. Coming up
37. Private chat
40. Discounted
41. Greek marketplace
42. Hindu masters
43. Approx.
44. Coffee holder
45. Adept
47. Decree

48. Boorishness
51. Pockmarks
54. U.S. property manager
55. Not dis
56. ___ roll
59. Shoe part
61. “Snowy” bird
62. Fencing sword
63. Arbitrate
65. Fatuous
67. Caviar
68. Grimm character
69. Fold, spindle or mutilate
71. Bundled, as straw
72. Acclivity
74. Astern
76. Indonesian island
77. Ego counterpart
78. Diluted
81. Small bunch of flowers
83. Set, as a price
85. Unanimously
87. Guitar relative
88. Lens
89. Welding gas
90. Caught sight of

DOWN
1. Bic filler
2. Roundness
3. Romantic
4. Prophetess
5. Alpine transport
6. Criminal charge
7. Otherwise
8. “___ Doubtfire”
9. ___ bread
10. Cold dessert
11. Bolt
12. Aims
13. Conversation starter
14. Active
15. Huskiest
20. Ghanian monetary unit
22. “Green ___”
25. ICQ
28. Fragrant resin
29. Blanched
30. Christmas drink
31. Trick
33. Least refined
36. Buster
38. A head

39. Boys
44. Hesitant
46. Ingratiate
48. Advocate
49. Brought into play
50. Beanery sign
51. Arousing
52. Shaped like a megaphone
53. Chips in
56. Conclusion
57. Produce
58. Turned right
60. Acclamation
62. Coatings
64. Decadent
66. Nile bird
70. “Life ___ We Know It”
73. Rams’ mates
75. Bring (out)
76. Strengthen, with “up”
79. Infomercials, e.g.
80. Cry of disgust
81. Indian bread
82. Appetite
84. Mom
86. Yours truly

Jumping the line when others are checking you out at the checkout

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Bahamas, Atlantis

As cousins, Leola Frey, Donalee Kropf, 
Rosaline Frey, Rachel Martin, Danielle 
Wideman made a pact to do an 
international trip together. After four 
years their dream became a reality. They 
travelled to Atlantis in the Bahamas and 
thoroughly enjoyed their time. Thanks 
for sharing your family fun with the 
Observer!

LOCATION

CAPTION

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Q. When does your 
checkout line altruism 
peak and when does it 
wane? Let “Human Na-
ture” be your guide here.
A. That’s the journal that 
revealed the telling logic of 
such decisions, whether in 
a supermarket or else-
where, reports “Discover” 
magazine. You’re more 
likely “to allow a line–
jumper if the benefit to 
the person is greater than 
your cost, such as waving 
someone with a few items 
ahead of you when you’re 
pushing a full cart.” Gener-
ally, this makes great sense 
in the cost–benefit scheme 

of things in society. But 
don’t expect the same gen-
erosity if you’re carrying a 
bottle of beer, the research-
ers found. Concludes the 
magazine, “Yes, even in the 
checkout line we’re being 
judged.”
Q. Astronomy buffs, are 
you up on a “yottowatt”?

A. We humans have long 
been fascinated by colli-
sions, whether it’s two cars 
colliding or two railroad 
cars or planes, the sky’s 
the limit. Collisions often 
mean drama, damage, in-
jury and a whole lot of en-
ergy released. How much? 
There may be thousands 
of watts, or millions, or bil-
lions, but for a “yottawatt” 
(YOT–ah–wat) it’s a million 
billion billion watts, or 
10 to the 24th power (24 

zeroes), says Christopher 
Crockett in “Science News” 
magazine.

For the energy that blast-
ed out from the collision of 
two black holes — detected 
by the Advanced Laser 
Interferometer Gravita-
tional–Wave Observatory 
— make that 36 septillion 
yottawatts, or 3.6 times 10 
to the 49th power. “Rather 
than a flash of light, the 
power came out as ripples 
in spacetime. As the black 
holes merged, three suns’ 
worth of mass transformed 
into gravitational wave en-
ergy in a few milliseconds.” 
(“Physical Review Letters”)

As Caltech astrophysi-
cist Kip Thorne explained 
it, the collision “created a 
violent storm in the fabric 
of space and time,” yield-
ing “50 times more than all 

of the power put out by all 
of the stars of the universe 
put together.” Says Crock-
ett, “Now that’s a lotta 
watts!” 
Q. Why did authorities 
at the Golden Gate Bridge 
stop reporting suicide 
stats when the death toll 
reached 997?
A. Unfortunately, Golden 
Gate Bridge has the dubi-
ous distinction of being the 
most popular suicide site 
in the U.S., says Dan Lewis 
in his book “Now I Know 
More.” In 1995, “when the 
number hit 997, authorities 
stopped counting to avoid 
giving anyone the incen-
tive of being jumper num-
ber 1,000.” Between 1937 
when the bridge was built, 
and 2013, some 1,600 sui-
cides were tallied, based on 
actual bodies recovered or 

eyewitness accounts. The 
number would have been 
greater had it not been for 
California Highway Patrol 
Sergeant Kevin Briggs, who 
since 1994 “has managed 
to talk an estimated 200 
people out of jumping.”

The world’s most popu-
lar suicide bridge is widely 
regarded to be the Nanjing 
Yangtze River Bridge in 
China. Number of suicide 
deaths? Unavailable.
Q. They say “it’s an 
ill wind that blows no 
good.” But how might 
you actually end up hav-
ing your life saved by the 
wind?
A. On Dec. 2, 1979, NY 
resident Elvita Adams 
had suicide on her mind, 
says Dan Lewis in his 
book “Now I Know More.” 
Suffering from depression 

and about to be evicted 
from her Bronx apartment, 
she went to the 86th–floor 
observatory of the Empire 
State Building, scaled a 
steel–spiked seven–foot 
fence and jumped. But 
then a very strong wind 
gust “caught her and blew 
her back toward the build-
ing, albeit one floor down. 
She landed on a ledge, 
where a security guard 
found her before she could 
make another attempt.”

Amazingly, the only in-
jury Adams sustained was a 
fractured hip.
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PLANTING A MEMORIAL TREE AT EDSS

A tree was planted at Elmira District Secondary School earlier this month, in honour of Brayden Payne, a student who took his own life 
earlier this year. Family, friends and school staff gathered at the tree, planted on school property, on June 15 to share some of their happy 
memories of Brayden. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

REDEKOP: Ready to hand off his duties
FROM | 23

at the generosity of this 
place,” he said.

They also recently hired 
a music minister, which 
they never had before. He 
says they’re committed 
to making their worship 
more relevant to all ages 
of people, and the music is 
part of that.

He’s also proud the 
church hosted the play 
called This Will Lead to 
Dancing, which deals with 
issues that LGBTQ people 
face.

“It was good for us to 
finally engage that conver-
sation. I was happy about 
that. We won’t come  to any 
conclusion, but that was a 
good place for us. It went 
well,” he said.

No church is without 
its challenges though. 
It’s more and more dif-
ficult to find volunteers. 
He says the congregation 
is still passionate about 
the church, but they have 
opportunities to serve 
elsewhere. It’s tough when 
the church wants to do the 
same amount of things, 
but realizes there are fewer 
volunteers.

“I think you have to 
decide that you can’t do 
everything that you’d hope 
to do anymore because you 
can’t burn them out. We 

can’t demand any more of 
our volunteers. A genera-
tion before, many of the 
women would have not 
worked outside the home 
and/or would have worked 
part-time. So for one ex-
ample they would at a mo-
ment’s notice do a funeral 
meal. That’s harder now. 
They still do it and they’ll 
do it well, but there’s a cer-
tain pressure,” he said.

They’re also not immune 
to the issue of an aging 
population. He says young 
adults are a complex group 
because there isn’t one 
single thing that unifies 
them, since they can be 
farmers, professionals, stu-
dents and young families. 
He suggests there needs to 
be more than one program 
for them.

“I don’t have any fix for 
that. If it becomes the place 
to be, if the young people 
and the young adults that 
are here speak about how it’s 
important and you should 
come for worship, we have 
young adult meetings in the 
evening and if it begins to 
snowball then that would be 
the best,” he said.

He says he’s been for-
tunate over the past 25 
years to be offered three 
sabbaticals. These allowed 
him to travel with his wife 
and four children, and to 

energize him in order to 
continue his work with the 
church.

“It’s been a great oppor-
tunity to be paid to care for 
them and they’ve given me 
a great opportunity to read 
the bible and interpret it 
every Sunday,” he said.

He’s hopeful the church 
will continue to reach out 
to the community with 
larger events so more peo-
ple can get into the build-
ing and see what they’re all 
about.

“I hope that they con-
tinue to engage young 
people and youth on what 
it means to be a church, 
that they have programs 
and opportunities for them 
to serve. I hope that we can 
incorporate young adults 
sooner into the leadership 
so that we get their opin-
ions and get their ideas 
about what the church 
should be about,” he said.

Redekop and his wife, 
Shirley recently moved 
from Floradale to Elmira. 
Their four children will 
join them for his last ser-
mon in August.

“It’s been a wonderful 
place for me to grow and 
I’m a better pastor for be-
ing part of this good con-
gregation. They made me a 
better person and a better 
pastor,” he said.

Cut off stem of the ba-
nana. Cut down the length 
of the banana but don’t go 
all the way through the skin 
on the other side 

Gently open the banana 
to make a boat. 

Place on a sheet of foil. 
Fill with your toppings on 

all six banana boats. Wrap 
the bananas securely leav-
ing some foil at the top for 
easy moving in and out of 
the fire 

Place in fire embers or 
in a BBQ for 8–10 minutes. 

Campfire 
Banana 
6 large bananas
5 Tbsp. chocolate chips 
5 Tbsp. Reese mini pea-
nut butter cups (or other 
chocolate candies like Rolo or 
Smarties)
3/4 cup mini marshmallows 

Tear 6 pieces of foil about 
6 inches long.

CHEF’S TABLE: Keeping it simple ‘round the fire
You want the topping to 
melt. Allow to cool slightly. 
Open foil and eat from 
there or place in a bowl and 
serve with your favourite 
ice cream. 

Enjoy and happy Canada 
Day! 

FROM | 23

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

Alan Diemert - Log Cabin "Dahlia" 
Queen Size Quilt (Catholic Women's League)

Amy Nero - $350 (Knights of Columbus)

C. Furlong - Shark Rotator Liftoff 
Upright Vacuum (Elmira Vacuum & Electrical)

Lenoard Zimmer - $200 (R.E. Burrows Signs)

Iris Miltenburg - $200 (Resurfice)

Gina Pagnan - $200 (Stirling Doors)

Corrie & Ethel Mooy - $200 (Anonymous)

Fr. Tery Runstedler - Handmade Brick 
Comforter (The Ditner's)

Lisa Howell - $150 (Dreisinger Funeral Home)

Ray Denomme - Handmade Coat Tree 
(Iris & Adrian Miltenburg)

• Brian’s Photo
• Crossroads Restaurant  
• Dreisinger Funeral Home Ltd.
• Elmira Bowl
• Elmira Golf Club 
• Elmira Gift Outlet
• Elmira Vacuum & Electrical
• Farmers Plus

• Floradale Feed Mill Ltd.
• Frey’s Flowers
• Good Auto Parts
• Guys & Dolls Salon & Spa
• Kindred Credit Union
• Lazer Video
• Martin Lewis Confectionery
• McDonald’s, Elmira

• New Orleans Pizza
• Premier Equipment
• R.E. Burrows Signs
• Resurfice
• Rudow’s Carstar
• Stirling Doors
• Taylor Bridal Boutique
• Voisin Chrysler
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• Born & Raised in Elmira
• Grand daughter of Levi & Melinda Shantz
• Supporting Community for 20 years.

Juliane Shantz
B.A. (Hons), M.CI.SC, AuD,
Doctor of Audiology

ELMIRA  519-669-4425
FREE Hearing Consultation

The Clock Tower Wellness Centre | www.earandhearingclinic.com 

Juliane Shantz
B.A. (Hons), M.CI.SC, AuD,
Doctor of Audiology

The Clock Tower Wellness Centre | www.earandhearingclinic.com 

GUESS WHAT?
RECHARGEABLE

HEARING AID BATTERIES!

Why we are your       Hearing Clinic.
• All testing is performed 

by an Audiologist (6 on 
staff). 

• Audiologists are licensed 
and regulated health 
professionals

• Fees are set by a 
regulatory college.  No 
commission sales.

Another signature quality of the Ear and Hearing Clinic. Providing the latest technology to our clients.

We are “hear” for you!

• We are the preferred clinic 
of choice by The Ministry 
of Health for testing 
infants and children.

• 20 Years in Buisness!

• And most important we 
have fantastic customer 
service!

No more fussing with
changing your batteries
of week! Simply lay your
hearing aids on a charging
platform while you sleep
and they are good to go
in the morning!

• Improved
• Easy
• $avings

WE ARE “HEAR” FOR YOU!

• We do real ear 
measures on every 
client for increased 
accuracy with modern 
equipment.

• We preform a full test 
battery, much more 
than a hearing 
screening.

COMING
SOON!
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON TO FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

STARTS TODAY!
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY 9-9 SATURDAY JULY 2 9-6 SUNDAY JULY 3 11-5

HURRY IN...THESE DEALS WON’T LAST LONG!

swiss made

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

878787878787878787¢¢¢KRONOSWISS
WIDE PLANK

LAMINATE
2 colours - gunstock oak 

or modern gray
per sq ft
REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

$$$$$$1119797975”wide X 
approx 3/4” thick

LUXURY
BAMBOO

3 stains available
per sq ft
REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

$$$$$$1116767675mm thick

CLICK
VINYL

PLANKS per sq ft
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

979797979797979797¢¢¢12” X 24”
PORCELAIN

TILE per sq ft
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

LAMINATE HARD
WOOD $147

/SF 
MIN 300 SF

$127
/SF 
MIN 300 SF

INSTALLATION
WITH LIFETIME WARRANTY!

CARPET 47¢
/SF 
MIN 300 SF

DEFENDERTM LTXTM M/STM
MICHELIN®

STOP IN FOR THE NEW 
MICHELIN® DEFENDERTRTR M LTLTL XTXTX M M/STM.

ITS STRONGER ADVANCVANCV ED TREAD COMPOUNDS 
HOLD UP TO TOUGHER CONDITIONS LONGER.*

TORQUED-UP
TOUGHNESS

*Based on resistance to gravel and severe wear testing compared to MICHELIN® LTXTM M/STM2.  © 2015 MNA(C)I. All rights reserved.

 M/STM

*Based on resistance to gravel and severe wear testing compared to MICHELIN*Based on resistance to gravel and severe wear testing compared to MICHELIN®® LLTXTXLLTXLL TMTM M/S M/STMTM22   © 2015 MNA(C)I  © 2015 MNA(C)I All rights reserved.All rights reserved.*Based on resistance to gravel and severe wear testing compared to MICHELIN*Based on resistance to gravel and severe wear testing compared to MICHELIN®® LLTXTXLLTXLL TMTM M/S M/STMTM22   © 2015 MNA(C)I  © 2015 MNA(C)I All rights reserved.All rights reserved.

1370 KING ST N. St. Jacobs, ON

thomantireservice.ca

(519) 664-3412
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm|Sat. 8am-noon

DOING IT RIGHT FOR OVER 80 YEARS!

(1989) Ltd.

BEING A VOLUNTEER 
FIREFIGHTER in Wellesley 
Township isn’t just about 
responding to calls when 
they come in, it is about 
staying fit and being the 
best you can be. 

Madison Lavigne from 
Linwood has taken that 
message to heart, compet-
ing, yet again, in the FireFit 
Championships. 

Last year, Lavigne was 
part of the third-place team 
at the national competi-
tion, but this year, she is 
competing on her own, a 
venture she says presents 
new challenges. She and 
Ryan Dosman, another vol-
unteer firefighter with the 
township, will be heading to 
Wasaga Beach this weekend 
to see if their training has 
paid off.

“Things are a little bit 
different this year, but I 
am still running,” she said. 
“Doing the whole thing is 
different. There is a lot of 
cardio and strength training 
at the same time. Usually 
you would just focus on the 
section that you were des-
ignated to for the relay, but 
now you are trying to prac-
tice to do the whole thing. 
We are doing a lot. It is just 
more.”

The competition has 
firefighters from across 
the province putting their 
skills to the test. In full fire-
fighting gear, competitors  
will be running up flights 
of stairs while carrying a 
fire hose, then down six 
flights with a hose, carry-
ing a 175-pound dummy, 
and more – all while being 
timed.

Lavigne says that it isn’t 
just about the physical feats 
of strength, but also getting 
to meet other firefight-
ers and put the Wellesley 
Township name out there 
among other fire depart-
ments. 

“It is a lot of networking, 
getting my name and fire 
department out into the 
industry. We are going to 
Wasaga Beach, we are go-
ing to Port Elgin, nationals 
this year is in Calgary, so if 
we make it there, we will be 
able to represent our com-
munity,” she said, adding 
that all the physical train-
ing will also help her in her 
job as a firefighter. “It is 
about bettering ourselves 
and for the community. If I 

There’s fit, and 
then there’s FireFit
Pair of Wellesley fi refi ghters taking part in competitions 
that put their fi tness to the test

wasn’t able to do it myself, 
then I wouldn’t be doing 
the job. I want to help give 
them a good name. It is all 
firefighters, and it is net-
working. The brotherhood 
is a real thing, I can tell you 
that.”

The community has also 
banded together to help pay 
for the trip to Wasaga, and 
the next one to Port Elgin. 
Lavigne is thankful and will 
do what she can to help get 
those company names out 
as well. 

“Unfortunately, our 
department doesn’t have 
money for this in the bud-
get, but we like to get the 
community onboard and let 
them know what we are do-

ing. We aren’t just at the fire 
station. We are also trying 
to better ourselves for them 
too,” she said.

The competition starts up 
on Friday July 1 in Wasaga 
Beach with a walk through 
of the course so firefighters 
can get an idea of what they 
are in for. Then the compet-
ing begins on July 2 with 
individual competitors tak-
ing to the course trying to 
get the best time they can.

Lavigne will be head-
ing to Port Elgin on July 15 
to do it all over again and 
qualify for nationals. 

The national FireFit com-
petition in Calgary is in the 
fall, running from Sept. 14 
to 18.

LIZ BEVAN

Wellesley firefighter Ryan Dosman (left) and Madison Lavigne (right) will be in Wasaga Beach this 
weekend for the FireFit competition, putting their training to the test.  [SUBMITTED]


