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IT’LL BE NEARLY SUMMER before Todd 
Cowan will find out his fate after Jus-
tice Michael Epstein reserved a June 15 
date for a decision on charges of fraud 
and breach of trust against former 
Woolwich mayor Todd Cowan. The trial 
wrapped up closing arguments Monday 
morning in a Kitchener courtroom.

On the fourth and final day of trial 
Feb. 29, prosecutor Jennifer Caskie 
reminded the judge of the documents 
Cowan falsified, which the defense is 
claiming was inadvertent.

“The evidence is damning,” Caskie 
said.

Charges of fraud under $5,000 and 
breach of trust were laid a year ago after 
members of the Ontario Provincial Po-
lice Anti-Rackets Branch investigated 
claims Cowan had billed more than 
$2,700 in expenses to both the township 
and Region of Waterloo. He paid back 
the double reimbursements once the 
issue was brought to light and admitted 
he was responsible from the outset. 

Verdict in 
Cowan trial 
expected 
on June 15

WHITNEY NEILSON
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Prosecutor says double 
billing no accident in 
closing arguments against 
former Woolwich mayor 

First tap 
more than 
ceremonial 
this year
Mild winter saw the sap 
fl owing in February, with 
producers already boiling 
it down to maple syrup

SAP SEASON / IT’S THAT TIME

Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz and maple syrup producer Terry Hoover watch as regional Chair Ken Seiling prepares the bucket for the first official tap of the season last week at Shady Grove Maple Farm in Breslau. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

WHITNEY NEILSON

THE MAPLE SYRUP SEASON has 
just begun and it’s already a re-
cord year. 

“The first we ever boiled was 
March 1 and this year it’ll be 
Feb. 28. Other guys boiled back 
on Feb. 10. It’s just one of those 
years for everybody to talk 
about,” said Terry Hoover, presi-
dent of the Waterloo Wellington 
Maple Syrup Producers.

Roughly 100 people gathered 
for the first official tap of the sea-
son at Shady Grove Maple Farm 
in Breslau last Friday, where 
there was plenty of that sweet 

stuff to go around, along with the 
traditional pancakes and sau-
sages, of course.

“I think we only had 50-60 last 
year. It was a great turnout and 
on top of that the sap actually 
ran. That was way cool,” Hoover 
said.

As everyone gathered around 
a large tree in front of the house 
bundled in winter coats and 
mittens, Hoover welcomed the 
crowd to the maple syrup farm.

“I’m a little surprised. I 
thought with a group of poli-
ticians it’d be a lot warmer,” 
Hoover joked. “But at least it’s 
not minus-20 and it’s a gorgeous FIRST TAP | 28

sunny day.”
He noted they should be call-

ing this year’s first tap the last 
tap because it’s so early that 
most producers have already fin-
ished tapping. That’s not to say 
it’s going to be a shorter season, 
it just started sooner.

Local politicians chipped in 
with their best wishes before 
helping with the ceremonial first 
tap.

“It’s great to be here today and 
we’re always excited for the first 
tapping ,” said Woolwich Mayor 
Sandy Shantz. “Coming here I 
was thinking Kitchener-Waterloo 
gets to end the season with Okto-

berfest, but we get to start it with 
the tree tapping. I wish you all 
the best over the next few weeks 
and I hope the weather cooper-
ates.”

Regional Chair Ken Seiling 
noted the importance of maple 
syrup to the local agriculture and 
that when we think of farming 
we shouldn’t only recognize live-
stock and crops.

Dan Goetz, owner of Shady 
Grove and host of this year’s 
tap, greeted everyone as well. 
He’ll also host the tap next year 
because the first tap switches 
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“Upon realization of the 
overpayment Cowan imme-
diately makes good for what 
occurred. He saw his error,” 
defense lawyer Thomas 
Brock said.

The defense is riding on 
the argument that there was 

no intent to double bill the 
region and the township 
and instead that Cowan was 
disorganized and “had too 
much on his plate.”

Cowan had meals with 
his girlfriend at the time 
in Ottawa during the 2013 
Association of Municipali-

ties of Ontario conference, 
which he had expensed to 
the township, claiming they 
were had with other political 
figures like Kitchener-Con-
estoga MPP Michael Harris 
and Brant County Mayor 
Ron Eddy.

Earlier in the trial Eddy 

testified he was not one to 
have breakfasts at confer-
ences and he had not dined 
with Cowan at all, despite a 
receipt claimed by Cowan 
for two breakfast buffets 
with a notation resembling 
R. Eddy.

Caskie noted that Harris 
said he had only ever dined 
with Cowan within the rid-
ing, contrary to another 
receipt that Cowan claimed 
with Harris’ name attached 
to it.

“It’s not like Mr. Harris 
testified they’d had a dif-
ferent meal at the confer-
ence. It’s my submission he 
clearly was having another 
meal with his girlfriend and 
was trying to justify town-
ship expenses and the use 
of his corporate credit card,” 
Caskie said.

The total amount he dou-
ble billed was $2,770.68.

“There is no way he didn’t 
know he was being doubly 
compensated. It’s unreason-
able to say he didn’t know,” 
Caskie said.

She says he would have 
been reviewing his township 
and region documents at 
the same time and it would 
have been obvious he was 
submitting expenses for 
the same mileage or events 
twice. This indicates he had 
fraudulent intentions, she 
proposed.

“This is not someone 
who’s making honest mis-
takes,” Caskie said.

Brock had argued that 
Cowan’s lack of attention to 
detail and poor organiza-
tion are to blame, along with 
confusing expense policies 
and Cowan’s own personal 
matters he was dealing with 
at the time.

Caskie disagreed.

“His assertion that he was 
tardy with bookkeeping is 
just not borne out in the evi-
dence,” Caskie said.

For example, a regional 
expense statement submit-
ted for February 2012 was 
paid out on Mar. 1. Same for 
the township.

“For the most part they’re 
on time so that can’t be 
his excuse for being late 
because it’s simply not the 
case,” Caskie said.

The evidence shows he’s 
actually quite diligent with 
bookkeeping. 

When Colleen Sargeant 
James, regional council as-
sistant, emailed Cowan to 
let him know he wouldn’t be 
able to claim valet parking, 
but instead just the regular 
daily rate at the hotel he was 
staying at, he responded just 
13 minutes later with, “Cool. 
Have they been submitted?”

“Given those timelines ... 
it’s not possible or reason-
able to think he didn’t know 
he was getting money from 
both,” Caskie argued.

She said if he was a sloppy 
accountant he would have 
not confirmed the expenses 
had been submitted, been 
tardy to reply, or not replied 
at all.

She also mentioned that 
the only receipts for meals 
that he submitted that have 
notations on them are the 
ones he falsified.

“He knew he was benefit-
ting and hoped he wouldn’t 
be found out,” Caskie said.

The defense maintains he 
was not trying to be fraudu-
lent and was unclear about 
the expense policies. 

“It was not unusual for 
Cowan to represent the 
township and the region’s 
interests at the same func-

tion,” Brock said.
He noted Cowan was 

quick to admit he submitted 
duplicate expense claims 
when interviewed by town-
ship CAO David Brenneman 
when the double reimburse-
ment first came to light.

“His error resulted from 
inadvertence, error resulted 
from lack of organization, 
error resulted from perhaps 
too much on his plate, error 
resulted from lack of experi-
ence. His error resulted from 
perhaps personal things go-
ing on his life. But not error 
resulting from a fraudulent 
type of act. He wasn’t trying 
to be deceitful. He wasn’t 
trying to be dishonest,” 
Brock said. 

Maintaining expense 
reports require attention 
to detail and organization, 
neither of which Cowan has 
Brock claims.

“This was the first time 
he was mayor. This was the 
first time he sat on regional 
council. He was very busy,” 
Brock said.

He also mentioned Cowan 
may have dyslexia or ADHD, 
which former Woolwich 
councillor Bonnie Bryant 
mentioned in her testimony. 
But Justice Epstein waved 
those off due to lack of suf-
ficient evidence.

“You want to be clear 
about that. There’s no direct 
evidence,” Epstein said.

The judge’s decision will 
come down to whether there 
was actus reus, or intent.

The prosecution is asking 
Cowan be convicted on both 
charges.

Epstein said he will give 
the case all the time he can 
in the months to come. He 
will make his decision on 
June 15.

TRIAL: Cowan had many distractions and many duties as both mayor and councillor, says lawyer
FROM | COVER

With Woolwich ready to drop the matter, the region is set to close down the Elmira facility at the end of May. [FILE PHOTO]

Transfer station to shut down as Woolwich drops bid to keep it going
Lack of public support, high cost of keeping it open while private operator found cited as reasons to move on

STEVE KANNON

UNDERWHELMED BY 
PUBLIC INPUT, Woolwich 
is ready to drop its pursuit 
of a waste transfer station 
in Elmira. Once the region 
shutters the place in the 
spring, that’s it.

Having consulted with 
potential private operators 
and provided for public 
input, the township’s next 
step was to launch a formal 
request for proposals (RFP) 
from companies interested 
in taking over the facility 
from the Region of Water-
loo. Meeting Mar. 1, council-
lors quickly quashed that 
notion, pointing to an ap-
parently indifferent public.

“I’m not willing to do any-
thing. The turnout at our 
last meeting was dishearten-
ing,” said Coun. Scott Hahn, 
referring to a Feb. 16 special 

session that saw fewer than 
a dozen residents show up.

“I feel we’ve come to an 
end of this process,” added 
Coun. Mark Bauman.

Mayor Sandy Shantz 
noted that a number of 
residents would like to see 
the service returned to the 
state it was before the region 
drastically cut hours, mak-
ing the operation unviable. 
Much of the operation’s 
appeal came from the long-
time employee there and 
the casual, small-town feel 
of the operation.

“We’ve lost what a lot of 
people want us to keep,” she 
pointed out.

Instead, a private opera-
tor would have to bring in 
much larger volumes of gar-
bage, much of it trucked in 
from outside the area, and 
charge higher fees to make a 
go of the business.

That raises concerns 
about truck traffic, Shantz 
argued. “That’s not what I 
think we want for Elmira.”

Coun. Patrick Merlihan, 
the most active supporter 
trying to retain the service, 
wasn’t prepared to let it go 
so easily, suggesting the 
township launch the RFP 
process to see what options 
the private operators pro-
posed.

“Maybe we put a limit on 
what we think would be a 
reasonable amount of truck 
traffic,” he suggested, add-
ing other options might be 
worth exploring.

“After that ... if it dies, 
well, life goes on.”

With no one else onboard, 
he eventually dropped the 
issue.

Along with the logistics, 
council also balked at the 

costs. Even at the greatly 
reduced service level, the 
region says the facility costs 
about $110,000 a year to 
run. The township looked at 
paying those expenses while 
a private deal is worked out, 
but not seriously.

“The cost is making it 
prohibitive,” said Shantz.

The facility is scheduled 
to close at the end of May. 
The township will notify 

the region of its decision so 
that it can consider shut-
ting it sooner. The service is 
already on borrowed time, 
having twice won a reprieve 
from the axe. 

Next comes discussions 
about the future of the site. 
Under the original deal that 
saw the township turn over 
the former landfill site to 
the region, Woolwich could 
take it back once it stops 
being used as a transfer sta-
tion.

Chief administrative 
officer David Brenneman 
noted the region will have to 
complete an environmental 
analysis of the site, along 
with other measures, before 
any decisions are made in 
that regard.

The land, much of it in 
the floodplain, has very lim-
ited development potential, 
he noted.
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WINTER’S A TIME TO GET FESTIVE

Above, Bryce Butler, 3, decorates a cookie at Breslau Winterfest on Feb. 20, while Leah, Lyla and Dawson Eckmier try to get their ‘snowballs’ through 
the snowman cutout. Everleigh Robillard, 5, gets dressed up and acts silly in the winter-themed photo booth station. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

EDSS 
students 
offer up 
Café for 
Change in 
support of 
Syrian 
refugees

LIZ BEVAN

AFTER SCHEDULING DIFFI-
CULTIES AND cancellations, 
the EDSS Youth In Action 
Club has finally set a date for 
their Café for Change. 

Originally scheduled for 
an evening in September, 
secondary school support 
staff labour disputes put 
their plans on hold, until 
now. Now scheduled for 
March 8, the event has the 
goal of fundraising for the 
refugees that have come to 
the region from Syria – a 
cause that needs more funds 
all the time. 

Charly Bax is one of the 
organizers of the Café for 
Change and a member of 
the Youth in Action Club 
and says the group thinks it 
is important to look outside 
of their school when coming 
up with ideas for fundrais-
ing. 

“Since we have had a lot 
of refugees come the area, 
especially to St. Jacobs, we 
have had a lot of groups 
coming there, it is important 
for our community to reach 
out to those groups and wel-
come them into our com-
munity and to help them 
feel comfortable in their 
new environment, with help 
from people who live here 
and have been here,” she 
said after a planning meet-
ing for the event.

The money is going to 
go to the Mennonite Coali-
tion for Refugee Support, a 
Kitchener-based organiza-
tion that helps refugees get 
settled when they arrive by 
helping them find jobs, find 

Farm rally to hit 
all the safety 
notes Mar. 8 in 
St. Jacobs

LIZ BEVAN others that are best prac-
tice,” she said of the presen-
tation planned by Staff Sgt. 
Michael Hinspberger from 
the Elmira police detach-
ment, adding that there are 
more farm vehicles on the 
roadways than ever. “It is 
becoming that farms were 
more spread out. It used 
to be that the farm lands 
would be around the main 
building, but nowadays, 
farms are getting bigger. 
The farm could be down the 
road, and quite a distance 
down the road. So, you’ve 
got these implements on 
the road and we want to 
share what the rights of an 
operator are. How much is 
courtesy, and how much is 
safety and how much isn’t.”

Hinspberger will also 
be talking to farm fami-
lies about the dangers of 
anhydrous ammonia – a 
chemical that is helpful to 
plants, but very harmful to 
humans.

“Once it is in the ground, 
it looks for moisture and ad-
heres itself to the plant root, 
which is what you want, 
but if it is in the air, then it 
could be quite dangerous to 
people,” she said. 

The evening will also in-
clude a presentation from 
the Woolwich Fire Depart-
ment, sharing tips and 
tricks for preventing barn 
fires like the fatal fires seen 
across the province this 
winter. 

“Lots of livestock have 
been affected, and farmers 
depend on their livestock 
for their livelihood. Is there 
something that you could 
do as a farmer that could 
cut down on the likeli-
hood of having a barn fire? 
Whether it is as simple as 
cleaning out some cobwebs, 
so that is a timely type of 

ROAD, CHEMICAL AND 
FIRE safety will be put at 
the forefront next week dur-
ing the annual Spring Farm 
Safety Rally being held in 
St. Jacobs.

Hosted by the Waterloo 
Farm and Safety Associa-
tion, this year’s theme is 
“Be an AgSafe Family,” and 
the evening’s presentations 
reflect the need-to-know 
knowledge to keep with 
high standards in the farm-
ing industry. The event also 
coincides with Canadian 
Agricultural Safety week, 
which runs Mar. 13-19.

Heidi Wagner, a rural 
community health worker 
at the Woolwich Commu-
nity Health Centre, says 
the evening event is open 
to everyone, but is tailored 
for farm families, kids in-
cluded.

“It is just one way that we 
can get some of these safety 
messages out to the farming 
families,” she said of Tues-
day’s gathering. “It is for 
the entire Waterloo region, 
but it seems to be people 
mostly from this area that 
will attend. It is usually at-
tended by families, which 
is a good thing because you 
have children that are on 
the farm, either working 
or playing, and they need 
to see some of those safety 
principles as well.”

Some of those principles 
include how to properly 
transport farming vehicles 
on public roads, the dan-
gers of anhydrous ammonia 
and how to prevent barn 
fires like the ones that have 
been reported across the 
province.

“You have often got these 
really big combines and 
implements being pulled by 
tractors and there are cer-
tain rules that are law, and CAFÉ FOR CHANGE | 21FARM RALLY | 21
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Master plan process to help region make longer-term plans for money-losing airport

Local MPP takes issue with deficit budget offered up by provincial Liberals

The Region of Waterloo is putting together an updated airport master plan and will be polling the public to see which direction they want the facility to go. [SUBMITTED]

LIZ BEVAN

LIZ BEVAN

WITH THE BRESLAU AIR-
PORT bleeding red ink – 
about $5.2 million in 2015 
– Waterloo Region is hoping 
to find some answers as to 
what’s to be done with the 
facility via a master plan 
scheduled to be completed 
by year’s end.

Regional Coun. Tom Gal-
loway is the chair of the 
planning and works com-
mittee and says there have 
been a number of changes 
at the Region of Waterloo 
International Airport over 
the past few years. 

“With Nolinor leaving, and 
Chartright coming in. There 
are always ebbs and flows to 
the business, so we are try-
ing to get back to the Master 
Plan and getting it going. 
We hope to have it done and 
in front of council by the 
end of the year,” he said. 

NOT SURPRISINGLY, LOCAL 
MPP Michael Harris isn’t 
happy with the provincial 
budget offered up last week 
at Queen’s Park, and he 
intends to show it with his 
vote.

The Progressive Conser-
vative representative for 
Kitchener-Conestoga plans 
to cast a ‘no’ vote, siding 
against the proposed finan-
cial plan, citing a variety of 
reasons. 

First, there are no signifi-
cant investments outlined 
to back the promises made 
to the region over the last 
few years.

“If you look in the budget, 
it talks specifically about 
municipal transportation. 
They talk about the new 

Nolinor Aviation used to 
run flights to Iqaluit and 
Mary River in Nunavut, but 
the service ceased at the 
end of February. In 2015, 
Chartright, a charter plane 
and helicopter company, 
bought a hangar facility 
at the airport, expanding 
its operations to west of 
Toronto.

Some more of those 
changes include large reno-
vation projects and capital 
projects. 

“We have already made 
significant investments like 
extending runways, redoing 
the taxiway, building the 
terminal. Those are things 
that we have done, and we 
need to decide if we need 
more of those, or not. The 
master plan shows any capi-
tal improvements that may 
be required as well,” he said.

Galloway says that the 
airport master plan is sepa-

trips on the GO line. They 
talk about other invest-
ments, like on the Huron-
tario line with construction 
starting in 2018, and service 
starting in 2022. These are 
the details the government 
typically lists when it comes 
to actual spending initia-
tives,” he said. “We have 
heard the promise that 
Kathleen Wynne made to 
the residents of Kitchener-
Waterloo ahead of an elec-
tion two years ago, promises 
for a two-way, all-day GO 
service, and yet, there was 
nothing in the budget that 
actually spoke to those 
timelines. That didn’t cut it 
for me.”

Some of the most publi-
cized aspects of the budget, 
like the cap-and-trade 
plan and subsidized post-

rate from other plans the 
region puts together. There 
are many factors included 
in the final document that 
are out of the region’s con-
trol.

“The airport is a business 
operation, which makes it 
different than water sup-
ply or waste management 
and other services. Things 
happen in the business,” he 
said.

There are a few items that 
are already looking to be 
included in the 2016 update 
to the plan, including up-
grades to the traffic control 
tower from Nav Canada, 
but first, the region wants 
to know what the public 
would like to see from the 
transportation hub.

“There will be two public 
input sessions late spring, 
and early fall, for the com-
munity to comment on 
what is being talked about, 

secondary tuition for lower-
income families, aren’t as 
bright and shiny as Harris 
believes they are being 
portrayed. There is a major 
aspect to this that he be-
lieves isn’t getting discussed 
enough. 

“For me, what always 
stands out is the grow-
ing debt that we have in 
Ontario. It is the elephant 
in the room. We have now 
surpassed $300 billion in 
debt, and I know billions 
of dollars is difficult for 
people to actually imagine,” 
he said. “It is that interest 
payment of $12 billion a 
year that is really frighten-
ing. That is the third largest 
spending commitment in 
Ontario right now. It goes 
health, education, servicing 
the debt. Everything we do, 

and even provide input on 
what will be talked about,” 
said Galloway. “So we’ll be 
talking about the kinds of 
services they want, where 
we want to focus, you know, 
what do we want to be when 
we grow up, kind of thing. 
We have international travel 
now – is that the kind of 
thing that we want to pur-
sue more of, maybe more 
domestic travel, more char-
ters, or maybe less of some 
things?”

The 2012 plan was a suc-
cess, according to Galloway, 
and that can be seen in 
the stats coming from the 
airport.

“We had a record year for 
passenger service coming 
and going from the airport. 
We have been reaching 
some of the targets, but we 
haven’t been able to reach 
all, like with domestic 
departures,” he said, men-

we are putting on the credit 
card. That concerns me. We 
have heard the government 
talk about free tuition for 
families that earn under 
$50k. There are a lot of 
things about that. It won’t 
start until 2017, only 30 per 
cent of people will be able 
to access it, that is average 
tuition. If we didn’t have a 
debt payment, we could put 
everyone through college 
or university for free, all the 
time.”

The cap-and-trade plan is 
suspect for Harris, as well. 
He is questioning the gov-
ernment’s motives for col-
lecting that five extra cents 
per litre on gasoline.

“A tax on gasoline, espe-
cially for our community in 
Woolwich, people have to 
drive to get to work, to take 

tioning the cancellation of 
routes within the province. 
“We really would like to 
have an Ottawa departure. 
If the market is there for 
that, and we have had a 
couple of providers do that 
route in the past, but be-
cause they failed because 
their general operations 
was problematic. No airline 
just has one flight, so a 
couple of companies got in 
trouble on other flights, and 
had to close their opera-
tions down, and we lost our 
flights, which was actually 
profitable.”

Galloway spent Monday 
of this week in Toronto, 
attending an Aviation Sum-
mit for regional airport 
owners, and although his 
attendance isn’t directly 
tied to the building of the 
new master plan, it never 
hurts to hear about what 
other facilities are doing. 

their families to the arena. 
We are all going to have to 
pay an extra five cents in 
additional tax on gas as of 
January 1,” he said. “This is 
going to increase the cost 
of heating our homes and 
businesses. We all agree that 
we need to do something 
for our environment, but I 
just hope that this cap-and-
trade tax isn’t using the en-
vironment to generate more 
[revenues] all willy-nilly.”

Although he doesn’t agree 
with most of the Liberal 
budget, Harris says there 
were a few positives that 
stood out for him when 
reading through the pro-
posed financial plan. 

“I love the fact that they 
actually got rid of the Drive 
Clean fee. I was one of the 
guys that was leading the 

Hearing from industry ex-
perts also adds to the value 
of the Toronto conference.

“We are always compar-
ing notes and looking at 
things they are doing. We 
are run differently, by the 
municipality, whereas oth-
ers are run by a private or-
ganization, but they all have 
their successes and their 
failures,” he said. “There is 
this huge economic devel-
opment issue –  that over-
arching umbrella of what 
they discuss here today – in 
terms of attracting invest-
ments to the broader area. 
Air travel is often an impor-
tant element for a foreign 
investor, or somebody in 
Canada who says they want 
to locate a factory, office, or 
whatever in the area. What 
kind of travel is there? They 
may require parts, supplies, 
travel for employees and 
how convenient it is.”

charge for that. The Drive 
Clean program has outlived 
its usefulness. Unfortunate-
ly, the program is still here, 
but the fee is gone,” he said, 
adding that special needs 
and health spending were 
also a plus in the province’s 
2016 budget. “There was 
funding for families with 
autism treatment. We have 
long advocated for supports 
for families with children 
with autism. We are happy 
to see additional funding for 
them. There is some addi-
tional funding for hospice. I 
don’t believe that our com-
munity is a recipient of that, 
but it is a step in the right 
direction.”

He also pointed out that 
the budget was tabled 
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POLICE BLOTTER

F E B R U A R Y  2 5

8:29 AM | Following the 
arrest Feb. 22 of a 40-year-old 
Brantford resident for using stolen 
credit card data, regional police 
are looking for other potential 
victims. Edgardo Castro operates 
a company under the name New 
Age Home Care Products, previ-
ously known as Universal Water 
Technologies, out of Kitchener.  He 

March is Fraud Prevention 
Month across the country
THE CALENDAR HAVING 
ROLLED over to March, po-
lice and the Canadian Anti-
Fraud Centre launched the 
annual Fraud Prevention 
Month public awareness 
campaign.

Every year, thousands 
of Canadians fall victim 
to fraud amassing losses 
in the millions of dollars. 
Regardless of age, gender 
and location, everyone can 
take basic steps to better 
protect themselves from 
becoming victims of fraud. 
Some basic tips include 
never giving out personal 
information at your door, 

over the phone, through 
social media, or on dating 
websites, police report.

During the month of 
March, police services 
across the country are pro-
moting public awareness 
to help prevent Canadians 
from becoming victims of 
fraud.

If you or someone you 
know suspect they’ve been 
a victim of fraud, contact 
your local police service, 
the Canadian Anti-Fraud 
Centre, Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS), or 
online at www.tipsubmit.
com.

allegedly sold water treatment 
systems and air purifying systems 
through telemarketing and door-
to-door sales throughout Ontario. 
Through their investigation, police 
believe that multiple victims 
may be outstanding in central 
Ontario. It is alleged that victims, 
primarily senior citizens, were 
sold overpriced water treatment 
systems which may or may not 

include: reverse osmosis systems, 
water conditioners, UV light filters 
and de-chlorinators.   If you have 
noticed unauthorized charges 
on your credit card statement 
associated with New Age Home 
Care Products, please call Waterloo 
Regional Police at 519-653-7700, 
ext. 4449. 

10:20 PM | Ontario Provin-
cial Police received a traffic com-
plaint about a possible impaired 
driver.   Police located the 2004 
Sebring on Highway 7.  The female 
driver was spoken with and officers 
believed that she had consumed 
alcohol. A roadside screening 
device test was conducted, result-
ing in a fail. She was arrested and 
taken to a local OPP Operations 
Centre for further testing. Officers 
continued with the investigation 
and learned that the vehicle was 
reported stolen and she was not 
following two court orders along 
with a condition placed on her by 
police. The 49-year-old Kitchener 
woman was subsequently charged 
with ‘over 80,’ ‘possession of 
property by crime,’ ‘fail to comply 
with undertaking’ and two counts 

of ‘fail to comply with probation 
order.’ Her driver’s licence has been 
suspended for 90 days and the 
vehicle impounded for a period of 
seven days. 

F E B R U A R Y  2 6

8:50 AM | Wellington County 
OPP received a call regarding 
a serious collision involving a 
transport truck that was eastbound 
on Wellington Road 87 and a 
Subaru that was northbound on 
School Road 7, Town of Minto. A 
38-year-old Hanover woman was 
the lone occupant of the car and 
was taken to a local hospital.  She 
was then airlifted to a London 
hospital with serious injuries.  The 
49-year-old Barrie man driving 
the transport truck was not 
injured.  Guelph-Wellington Emer-
gency Services (EMS) and the Town 
of Minto Fire Department attended 
the scene.  The collision is under 
investigation, with police asking 
anyone that may have witnessed it 
to call them at 1-888-310-1122.

10:47 AM | Perth County 
OPP officers were called to a rural 
property located along Wilmot-

No load limit for 
Maryhill project

Work on a new Maryhill subdivision 
won’t be constrained by early-spring 
load limits on local roads. Meeting this 
week, Woolwich council granted an 
exemption to Sunset Hills Estate Corpo-
ration for using Homestead Drive as well 
as on Maryhill Road from Homestead 
Drive to St. Charles Street West.

In exchange, the developer has 
agreed to pay half of the cost of the 
planned resurfacing of Maryhill Road, 
putting up some $60,000.

Typically, the half-load limit is in 
effect from Mar. 2 to Apr. 30, a policy 
to restrict heavily loaded vehicles 
(more than 5,000 kg per axle) from 
using affected roads during the critical 
period known as “spring break-up” 
when the road base is soft and prone 
to deterioration under stress.

WMC fees waived 
for aphasia group

The Expressive Café, a support group 
for stroke survivors living with aphasia 
started by local resident Frank Austin, 
won’t have to pay for the space it uses 

at the WMC in Elmira, as Woolwich 
council this week voted to waive the 
rental fees.

Addressing councillors Tuesday 
night, Austin said attendance is 
growing, putting additional strains on 
the volunteer-based group’s limited 
resources. Along with stroke survivors 
from the wider areas, the weekly 
sessions are now drawing people from 
the long-term care facilities in Elmira, 
he explained.

The group uses meeting space at 
the WMC Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. 
to noon.

Waiving the fees will see the 

township forego $1,740.82 in 2016, 
said chief administrative officer David 
Brenneman.

Coun. Mark Bauman was quick to 
support Austin’s request.

“I like the fact you’re reaching out 
to help others,” he said of Austin’s 
work to assist others recovering from 
a stroke.

Sittler urges colon 
screening

March being Colon Cancer Awareness 
Month, NHL legend Darryl Sittler is 
urging eligible men to ‘Call the Shots 

on Colon Cancer’ and get screened 
with a simple take-home test. 

After losing his wife to colon cancer 
in 2001, the St. Jacobs native under-
stands all too well the importance of 
getting screened. He now gets checked 
regularly and encourages his family 
and friends to do the same. 

“People may assume that they don’t 
need to get screened for colon cancer 
if they have no symptoms, but that 
couldn’t be further from the truth,” 
says Sittler. “Screening lets people 
stay a step ahead of the game and 
find cancer early when it’s easier to 
treat. Even if no one else in your fam-

ily has had colon cancer, it’s important 
to get screened regularly to make sure 
you’re healthy.” 

While colon cancer is the second 
leading cause of cancer death in men, 
it’s highly treatable when caught 
early. The fecal occult blood test 
(FOBT) is safe, painless and can be 
done at home. 

Cancer Care Ontario recommends 
that men and women at average risk 
aged 50 to 74 get screened for colon 
cancer with an FOBT every two years. 

For more information about how you 
can ‘Call the Shots on Colon Cancer,’ 
visit www.cancercare.on.ca/colon.
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Easthope Road in response to a 
break-in and theft. The investiga-
tion revealed that sometime 
between 1 a.m. and 3 a.m. that 
morning, a pickup truck drove 
up the residence driveway and 
stopped at the bulk fuel tank on 
the property.  One of the truck 
occupants gained entry to the shop 
on the property and gained access 
to the bulk fuel tank controls.  The 
truck was fuelled up and left the 
property.   The pickup truck was 
described as a white Chevrolet 
Silverado 4x4 with a black hard-
top tonneau cover on the box of 
the truck. The public is urged to 
contact police immediately when 
suspicious persons or vehicles are 
observed on their property or in the 
neighbourhood.  The OPP can be 
reached at 1-888-310-1122.  Should 
you wish to remain anonymous, 
you may call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-TIPS (8477), and you 
may be eligible to receive a cash 
reward of up to $2,000

2:00 PM | Wellington County 
OPP received a call regarding a 
two-vehicle collision on Highway 
6 just north of the 4th Line, Centre 

Wellington Township. Three people 
were taken to a local hospital by 
ambulance and one has since been 
taken to a Hamilton hospital by 
air ambulance.  Guelph-Wellington 
Emergency Services (EMS), the 
Centre Wellington Fire Rescue 
Department attended the scene. 
A 66-year-old Centre Wellington 
Township man was subsequently 
charged with ‘careless driving.’

F E B R U R Y  2 9

4:20 PM | Perth County 
Ontario Provincial Police officers 
were dispatched to Hwy 23 south 
of Atwood in response to a house 
flipped on its side across the road. 
The investigation revealed that a 
transport truck towing a modular 
house trailer was travelling 
southbound on Hwy 23 when a 
strong gust of wind caused the 
trailer to flip over. The house trailer 
came to rest across both lanes of 
the highway. The force ripped the 
hitch from the trailer, however the 
truck remained upright. The driver 
of the truck was uninjured. The 
highway was re-opened at 8:45 
p.m.  The house trailer sustained 
extensive damage.
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GENERALLY MILD, THIS WINTER has been 
all over the map of late – spring-like one day, 
back to cold and snowy the next. It makes 
fine conversation fodder – hey, we’re Canadi-
ans, that’s what we do – but those who warn 
us of the dangers of climate change have 
much to say about these episodes. 

We’re not to confuse today’s weather with the big pic-
ture of climate, but every anomaly adds to the evidence.

If climate models are on target, we can expect more ex-
treme weather days ahead, even putting aside the human 
contribution to global warming/climate change.

These changes would significantly decrease the dura-
tion of the annual snow season and lengthen the growing 
season. They could increase the frequency and severity 
of extreme heat events in summer. 

If the models hold, we can expect more than just rising 
temperatures. Greater impacts could include changes in 
precipitation patterns, in soil moisture, and possibly in 
the frequency and intensity of severe weather events. 

Changes in weather patterns may affect the frequency 
and intensity of pollution episodes. 

More extreme weather events would have consequenc-
es for the property insurance industry and possibly for 
disaster-relief agencies. Changes in human health could 
affect the health and life insurance and pension indus-
tries.

Changes in the hydrologic cycle may result in more 
variability in water supply for hydroelectric power pro-
duction.

Additional damage to forest ecosystems by pests and 
diseases, and increased frequency and intensity of fires 
may occur.  Species currently threatened with extinction 
face the greatest risk of extinction in a changing climate.

In these parts, experts anticipate fewer extremely cold 
days and more extremely hot days and more severe thun-
derstorms, which can cause injury and property damage.

While things are projected to get worse, there have al-
ready been an uptick in weather-related disasters across 
the country, particularly floods. That comes with a hu-
man toll, and a large hit to the wallet.

The dollar impact is chronicled in a new report from 
the Parliamentary Budget Officer, which show a 40 per 
cent increase over the last decade from the federal Di-
saster Financial Assistance Arrangements program. That 
fund is most often called on following floods given the 
historic lack of private insurance to cover such disasters.

In the 10-year period from 2005 to 2014, the DFAA re-
imbursed provinces some $4.1 billion versus $2.9 billion 
from 1995 to 2004.

Since its founding in the 1970s, the program has seen 
increasing demands. Inflated to 2014 values, the average 
DFAA cost from 1970 to 1994 amounted to $54 million per 
year; between 1995 and 2004, this annual average cost 
had risen to $291 million, and between 2005 and 2014, it 
reached $410 million per year. Now the PBO is predict-
ing that to rise dramatically to $902 million annually for 
the next five years, three-quarters of the claims related to 
flooding, largely in Alberta and Saskatchewan.

Battling greenhouse gases is one thing, but in the near 
term, wallets will take a beating beyond whatever use-
ful – and decidedly useless tax grabs – measures govern-
ments come up with.

Changing weather 
comes with some 
very real costs

It was a typically 
anodyne statement by the 
World Health Organisation: 
“Given the magnitude of 
the Zika crisis, WHO en-
courages affected countries 
and their partners to boost 
the use of both old and new 
approaches to mosquito 
control.” Anodyne, that is, 
until you realise what they 
mean by “new approaches.”

Zika is a mosquito-borne 
virus that is spreading pan-
ic around the world. It was 
first linked to hydrocepha-
ly – a developmental defect 
in infants that results in 
abnormally small heads, 
severe learning difficul-
ties, and often early death 
– only last year in Brazil. 
WHO estimates that it may 
infect 3 to 4 million people 
in the Americas alone this 
year – and its “new ap-
proach” is to exterminate 
the mosquitoes. Literally. 

An alternative approach 
would be to develop a 
vaccine for the Zika virus 
– but that would take up 
to ten years, and the crisis 
is now. Zika has already 

Using an insecticide to the full extent of the word
been detected in 30 
 countries, and Brazil is 
investigating more than 
4,300 suspected cases of 
microcephaly. The pressure 
is on to do something fast.

By the wildest of coinci-
dences, something fast is 
available. It’s only 12 years 
since Austin Burt, an evo-
lutionary geneticist at Im-
perial College in London, 
raised the idea of a “gene 
drive” that would spread 
some desirable quality 
(like immunity to malaria) 
through an entire popula-
tion in a relatively short 
time. With a population of 
mosquitoes, whose gen-
erations are only a month 
long, you could do it in 
only a year or two.

Mosquitoes were the ob-
vious first target for the new 
technology, since their bite 
transmits lethal diseases 
like dengue fever, chikun-
gunya and, above all, malar-
ia, which still kills 600,000 
people a year. But “editing” 
a gene was a long, difficult 
process until CRISPR/Cas9, 
a fast, accurate, cheap gene-
editing tool that was devel-
oped in 2012.

Scientists immediately 
set to work on mosquito 
genes, and by last year they 
had a genetically modified 

(GM) mosquito whose off-
spring do not survive into 
adulthood. They die as lar-
vae, before they can breed.

By an even wilder co-
incidence, the species of 
mosquito whose genes they 
edited was Aedes aegypti, 
best known as a vector for 
dengue fever. But Aedes 
aegyti is also the main 
transmitter of the Zika vi-
rus, and Oxitec, the British-
based company that was 
created to exploit this new 
technology, is already field-
testing the GM version of 
the insect – in Brazil, as 
luck would have it.

In the town of Piraci-
caba, Oxitec has a “factory” 
that produces 800,000 
mosquitoes each week that 
carry the OX513A gene, and 
a white van that sets them 
free all over town. In theory 
they should mate with the 
local females of the same 
species, whose children 
will never grow up to mate 
themselves, so the local 
population should go into 
steep decline. And in prac-
tice, it works. 

It’s actually a rather 
labour-intensive process, 
and the little prototype 
“factory” is only producing 
enough GM males to cover 
a town of 10,000 people. To 

completely eradicate the 
local population of Aedes 
aegypti would take several 
dozen generations – that 
is, a couple of years – even 
if it was not replenished by 
fertile males from the sur-
rounding area.

Obviously, the enterprise 
could be scaled up to cover 
all of Brazil, or even the 
whole world. The question 
is: should it be? 

Human beings have 
wiped out entire species in 
the past, starting with the 
big animals that were wiped 
out in the “New World blitz-
es” when human hunters 
first arrived in the Ameri-
cas, Australia and various 
ocean islands. But we never 
actually intended to exter-
minate a species before. 
This time it’s different.

Some environmental-
ists have already attacked 
the idea, ostensibly on the 
grounds that removing an 
entire species of mosquito 
would upset the ecological 
balance and possibly cause 
further extinctions among 
the animals that feed on 
them, or maybe open up an 
ecological niche that would 
be filled by an even nastier 
species.

DYER | 8

With conditions all over the (weather) map, this winter is one for I-witness weather before heading out.
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Forget dissembling about safety, photo radar is about boosting revenue stream

Traffic tickets, al-
ready beloved as a 
revenue stream for fiscally 
irresponsible bureaucrats, 
are again on the, well, radar 
of those determined to re-
lieve the public of yet more 
money. Toronto Mayor John 
Tory is pushing for the re-
turn of photo radar, which, 
along with red light cameras, 
are seen as a way to increase 
revenues.

Oh, wait, no. The goal is to 
free up police officers to do 
other things – presumably 
other ways to generate cash 
flow, as he’s not suggesting 
reducing staff numbers to 
compensate the public for 
such an intrusive measure. 
He and other supporters also 
trot out “safety” as an issue. 
They always deny such mea-
sures are about the money.

“Give us legislative free-
dom to do a couple of things 
that I think are going to be 
very fundamental to the 
modernization of policing 
and to the addressing of the 
police budgetary concerns,” 
said Tory after meeting with 

Ontario premier Kathleen 
Wynne – always game to 
undermine the rights of 
Ontarians while taking their 
money – to ask for more 
latitude.

“We can use technology 
in place of uniform police 
officers. This will allow for 
more efficient deployment 
of expensive, highly trained 
police officers.

Let’s be clear, this has 
nothing to do with force de-
ployment and public safety 
– there is evidence showing 
that red light cameras and 
photo radar cause more acci-
dents – and everything to do 
with collecting more money. 
Specifically, more money to 
be wasted by the same fiscal 
mismanagers.

In this region, we know 
all about politicians and 
bureaucrats embracing the 
“safety” scam that is the red 
light camera ploy. More ac-
cidents are fine ... as long as 
the coffers are filled. That 
the technology errs and 
breaks down is only a con-
cern if revenues are affected.

Both photo radar and 
the cameras are, of course, 
a cash-grab, pure and 
simple. They exist solely as 
a revenue stream, with the 
upfront lie (or story, if you 

will) being something about 
public safety. That other, 
more effective measures 
exist to safeguard Ontario’s 
drivers and pedestrians is a 
fact studiously ignored: they 
might actually cost money 
as opposed to producing 
revenue.

Proponents will argue red-
light cameras – video moni-
tors set up at busy intersec-
tions, purportedly to catch 
drivers running red lights 
– and photo radar traps 
penalize only those who 
disobey the rules of the road. 
That argument, however, 
disregards any extenuating 
circumstances in favour of a 
static image, a system with 
no flexibility.

More insidiously, the 
devices become a state-
sanctioned monitoring sys-
tem aimed at the public, a 
clear violation of our right to 
privacy. Those rights, as we 
are all aware, are constantly 
under attack in this digital 
age – governments are doing 
precious little to protect us 
from the efforts of private 
information gatherers. With 
photo radar and cameras at 
intersections, the Liberals 
are in fact throwing in with 
those bent on curtailing 
our privacy. That is hardly 

acceptable, but it’s exactly 
what accepting such mea-
sures would mean.

We have become accus-
tomed to financial outlets 
tracking our spending habits 
via credit and debit cards; 
“security” cameras are com-
monplace everywhere from 
banks to convenience stores; 
using the Internet leaves 
a clear trail to those in the 
know. In the private sector, 
we still have something of a 
choice to avoid some of the 
tracing measures, though 
not as large as we think – nor 
as large as we should have if 
regulators were doing their 
jobs. But when the govern-
ment begins installing what 
are in essence tracking de-
vices with gleeful abandon, 
we have the state sanction-
ing this dangerous and inva-
sive practice.

Given numerous govern-
ment failures, nobody’s 
watching the watchers. With 
photo radar and red-light 
cameras, government joins 
the rank of the voyeurs.

For its part, the Region of 
Waterloo’s only worry about 
red light cameras is techni-
cal glitches that cause a loss 
in revenue. Any other state-
ment is just dissembling.

There are a growing 

number of studies showing 
that the cameras actually 
increase the number of ac-
cidents at intersections, par-
ticularly rear-enders. That’s 
especially true in jurisdic-
tions where private compa-
nies are involved in the ploy, 
with U.S. reports of signal 
timing favouring quicker 
sequencing of yellow-to-red 
changes, the better to boost 
profits. 

The U.S. Public Interest 
Research Group reports 
camera vendors are aggres-
sively lobbying to expand 
authorization for private 
traffic law enforcement to 
more states and are market-
ing enforcement systems 
to more communities. Lo-
cal governments are likely 
to encounter traffic law 
enforcement privatization 
campaigns in the near fu-
ture, if they have not already. 
In 2011, for instance, camera 
vendors employed nearly 40 
lobbyists in Florida, whose 
agenda included killing a 
bill that would have required 
municipalities to adopt 
longer yellow light times to 
increase intersection safety, 
and killing a separate bill 
that would have banned red-
light camera systems.

The reality is, the cameras, 

like photo radar, exist solely 
as a revenue stream, with 
the upfront lie being some-
thing about public safety. 
That other, more effective 
measures exist to safeguard 
Ontario’s drivers and pedes-
trians is a fact studiously 
ignored. If money is the 
main concern, it would be 
cheaper and of more public 
benefit to simply eliminate 
all of the traffic enforcement 
embellishments – the fact is, 
there simply isn’t a speeding 
epidemic, for instance.

In a piece last year in 
response to musings about 
the reinstatement of photo 
radar, automotive journalist 
Jim Kenzie cut to the chase:

“So, maybe the way for 
[Toronto’s police chief] to 
save some money on his 
budget is to tell his officers 
to stop speed limit enforce-
ment altogether.

“It costs huge amounts of 
money. We know that.

“And it is spectacularly 
ineffective in achieving its 
stated objective.

“If that isn’t a cost crying 
out for elimination, what is?

“We also know from vari-
ous experiments in Holland 
and elsewhere that eliminat-

Should the province be doing more to reduce spending and deficits?

“Yes.”

 » Chelsey Shantz

“100% yes.”

 » Kaitlyn McCabe

“We pay for our schools. If everyone paid for 
public schools you’d have that money for 
something else.”

 » Erla Brubacher

“Definitely, yes.”

 » Bill Ross

“Yes. We should focus on debt reduction and 
invest in necessary improvements.”

 » Terry Koudys

“But we never actually intended to exterminate a species before. This time it’s different.” Gwynne Dyer | 6

KANNON | 8
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Big measure to deal with 
problem has little down side
FROM | 6

 » Chartered Professional Accountants of Canada (CPA Canada) survey

But one suspects that 
their real worry is the “slip-
pery slope.” If we edit Aedes 
aegypti out of existence 
today, what species will we 
next choose to remove for 
our own convenience? That 
is a legitimate concern, but 
nothing can make mosqui-
toes cuddly, whereas healthy 
babies definitely are cuddly. 
The threat of Zika will trump 
all their arguments.

Besides, there are some 
3,000 species of mosqui-
toes (only 200 of which 
bite human beings), so 
some other species will just 
fill the niche left empty 
by Aedes aegypti and no 
other bird, fish or insect 
will go hungry. If you are 

still upset about “playing 
God,” keep a small breed-
ing population of Aedes 
aegypti alive in captivity 
so you can repopulate the 
planet with the little pests 
if you need to.

The great American bi-
ologist and champion of 
biodiversity E.O. Wilson 
gets the last word on this. 
In his book “The Creation: 
An Appeal to Save Life on 
Earth,” he makes a excep-
tion for Anopheles gam-
biae, the mosquito that 
spreads malaria in Africa. 
“Keep their DNA for re-
search,” he writes, “and let 
them go.”

The same goes for Aedes 
aegypti. We are going to 
commit insecticide. And 
we should.

Three-quarters of us are more concerned about fraud today than 
they were five years ago, perhaps showing some skepticism about 
online security. Some 44% say they are uncomfortable making 
online purchases; 26% do not spend anything on online purchases, 
while 20% spend $1,000 or more online in an average year. Some 
35% of the respondents fear that someone has personal 
information about them that they should not be in possession of.

 » Craig Riddell, co-editor of a new study called Income Inequality: The Canadian 
Story, on his research findings

“We have looked at this question from all angles and the bottom 
line is this: income inequality in Canada has increased substantially 
over this period, primarily due to the dramatic increases in income 
among top earners and the general lack of progress for the middle 
class and those at the bottom of the distribution. These trends are 
worrisome, especially given signs of decline in both income and 
intergenerational mobility over time.”

 » From the Mar. 2, 2002 edition of The Observer

Waterloo Regional Police have busted another indoor marijuana 
growing operation in Woolwich Township, this time in St. Jacobs 
where 541 marijuana plants were discovered growing in a large 
house at 154 Water St. on Feb. 26. It was the third such bust in 
recent months, with police estimating there are in excess of 200 
marijuana grow ops in the region.

ing ALL urban traffic con-
trols – lane markings, stop 
lights, stop signs, pedestrian 
crossings, everything – can 
curb the number of colli-

15% more power than the leading competitor 
in it’s class. Ideal for clean-up and pruning 
tasks around the home.
Air Injection™ |  X-Torq® |  Low Vib® |  2 hp

240 Chainsaw

$279.99 MSRP

Be more productive with this powerful, fuel
efficient saw. With 24% more fuel capacity than

the leading competitor in it’s class, you’ll be
running stronger, longer.

X-Torq® |  Tool-less Chain Adjust Optional | 2.4 hp

440 Chainsaw

$439.99 MSRP

A powerful all-round saw with professional
features for exceptional results. 12% less
weight than the leading competitor.
Air Injection™ |  X-Torq® |  Smart Start® |  3.2 hp

450 Chainsaw

$569.99 MSRP

YOUR FIRST CHOICE
FOR FARM OR FOREST

FIND YOUR HUSQVARNA AT

© 2016 Husqvarna AB. All rights reserved.

4790 Herrgott Rd.,Wallenstein

519-669-2192
www.efsaudersales.ca

Many other models to choose from • Free lessons on any machine purchased • Sewing Baskets • Scissors

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday to Wednesday........9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Thursday to Friday..............9:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday................................9:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

W

E SERVICE WHAT WE SE

LL TEL. 5198846981

SUV1108 HD2000

FREDERICK ST. MALL,  KITCHENER

kwsewingmachines.com

Serving the K-W Area for Over 35 Years

4030QDC

CLEARANCE
WINTERSALE

Many other models to choose from • Free lessons on any machine purchased • Sewing Baskets • ScissorsMany other models to choose from • Free lessons on any machine purchased • Sewing Baskets • Scissors

• 8 utility stitches

• Front-loading
   bobbin

• Metal frame
   construction

• Bonus Walking
   foot and 1/4”
   foot

$379.95$249.95 $649.95• 30-stitch 
   computerized 
   machine

• Six automatic buttonholes

• Needle up/down button

• Start/stop button 
   & speed control

• extension table, 
   quilting package

4030QDC

 Needle up/down button

 Start/stop button 
   & speed control

 extension table, 
   quilting package

• Heavy duty metal 
   construction

• 22 utility, stretch & decorative stitches

• One-Step Auto-buttonholer

• Needle-threader 
    built-in

• Hard-shell 
    carrying case

FINAL
2 WEEKS

Sale Ends
March 19th

Metal frame
   construction

Bonus Walking
   foot and 1/4”

Bonus Walking

KANNON: It’s just the cash
FROM | 7 sions, injuries, and deaths.”

Something to keep in 
mind when the next politi-
cian is mouthing disingenu-
ous platitudes about cash-
grab technologies. 
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The Co-operators is the leading Canadian-owned multi-product insurance company.

Allen Morrison
Allen Morrison Insurance Inc.

25 Industrial Drive
Elmira, Ontario

allen_morrison@cooperators.ca
(519) 669-2632

www.cooperators.ca

For 65 years we have been the choice of 
Canadian farmers when it comes to 
protecting their farms and their families.

Discover the many reasons to choose 
The Co-operators as your farm insurer.

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel

95 Southfield Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1842

ELECTRIC MOTORS | GENERATORS | AUTOMATION CONTROL

150 Church St. W | Elmira | Phone: 519-669-5672

Providing Emergency and Preventative Health Care for 
your Horses, Pets and Farm Livestock

Each year, the Canadian Agricultural Safety As-
sociation teams up with sponsors and friends to 
celebrate Canadian Agricultural Safety Week. 

For the next three years CASA is asking everyone 
in the agricultural community to “Be An AgSafe 
Family” and this year, you can do just that by “Keep-
ing Kids Safe.” The ag family is large; it includes 
all those who work and care about agriculture. Ag 
family members come from farming communities, 
schools, agri-businesses and other organizations 
that work to make Canadian agriculture vibrant and 
thriving. 

For each of the next three years, Canadian Agricul-
tural Safety Week will focus on different parts of the 

ag family. For 2016, this focus is on “Keeping Kids 
Safe.” How can members of the ag family (Re-
member this includes more people than children, 
moms and dads and grandparents!) work to keep 
kids safe? 

Well, there are plenty of things each and every 
one of us can do. Farm families can work to estab-
lish safe play areas where little ones can explore, 
learn and play without the risk of being hurt or 
killed. 

We all know that small children are incredibly 
curious. Their little minds and bodies are grow-

SEE NEXT PAGE | 10

Be an AgSafe Family by Keeping 
Kids Safe on the farm

0 62 1
FOR INFORMATION ON BUSINESSES THAT CAN HELP WITH YOUR FARMING NEEDS | PAGES 9-11

FARM SAFETY
DON’T LEARN SAFETY RULES BY ACCIDENT.
EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED & BE PREPARED.

CANADIAN AGRICULTURAL SAFETY WEEK | MARCH 13-19, 2016

NEW THEME FOR 2016

AgSafe Family
Be an AgSafe Family is a three-
year farm safety campaign 
coinciding with Canadian 
Agricultural Safety Week. Organized 
by the Canadian Agricultural 
Safety Association (CASA) and 
the Canadian Federation of 
Agriculture (CFA), the aim is to 
empower producer families with the 
information they need to help keep 
kids, adults and seniors safe on 
the farm or ranch while preserving 
a way of life that is beloved and 
precious. You can farm, and be 
safe too!
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TF: 1-800-265-8858   

Feeding Success

L: 519-669-5143   
www.wfs.ca

“Family Owned Since 1938”

7293 Line 86 Wallenstein Ph: 519-669-5176

R.R. #2, Drayton, Ontario | N0G 1P0

CLEAN FIELD SERVICES INC.
Nutrient Management Plans 

Seed-Fertilizer-Custom Spraying

519-638-3457 | F. 519-638-8966 | sales@cleanfield.biz

519-638-3008
1-800-263-9818

Drayton
Elora

Listowel
Clifford

519-669-3388 • 1-877-711-9677

R.R.#1 West Montrose | www.grandridge.ca

Local & Long Distance 
Flatbeds  •  53’ Stepdecks

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

Mar-Dale 
Transport (1985) Ltd.

519-669-3392

Floradale, ON

Order Buying of Stockers

Livestock Trucking

35 Howard Ave., Elmira | 519.669.3232  
FARM | TRUCK | INDUSTRIAL | ON-THE FARM SERVICE

The Quality You Demand,
 the Service You Deserve

ing and absorbing the big, wonderful world around 
them all the time. Something as simple as a blade 
of grass can be fascinating. A small bug or butterfl y 
can send their imaginations soaring. Livestock, farm 
equipment, and other potential hazards can also be 
intriguing, exciting and fascinating. That’s why it’s so 
important to set boundaries and establish rules and 
guidelines around play areas on the farm.

Farm families can also work on determining tasks 
for children on the farm that are safe and age ap-
propriate. Understanding how children develop and 
grow is key in determining what they are capable of 
and how they can participate in ag tasks safely. It’s 
important to be honest with yourself and your child. 
Just because they might be big enough, that might 
not always mean they have the attention span or the 
skills to successfully and safely complete a task. 

Farming communities and schools can work to teach 
children about the hazards they might come across 
on the farm. Some ways of talking with children 
about farm safety can include incorporating farm 
safety into the school day, or even hold a farm safety 
day event. 

Safety day events, like Progressive Agriculture Safe-
ty Days® are available to all Canadian communities. 
These days are organized by the community for the 
community and address the safety issues that are 
of most concern to the community. Agri-businesses 
are in unique positions to infl uence safety on the 
farm. As trusted members of the farming team, 
agronomists, equipment technicians, and sales 

FROM | 09 representatives all understand their customers’ needs. 
Agri-businesses hear the problems of their farming 
community. Weather woes, equipment prices, input 
costs, insurance issues, and even safety concerns 
can all be topics of conversation between the agri-
business rep and his customer. 

By being a voice and talking about safety with your 
customer, you can infl uence safety. By supplying safe-
ty gloves with products or hearing protection, you are 
making a difference to the safety of farmers and their 
families. Most of all, everyone can be a part of keeping 
kids safe. Supervision, training, determining safe play 
areas, age-appropriate tasks and talking about safety 
are all a part of being an Agsafe Family. 

100 Union St., Elmira • 519-669-1501 
www.reistindustries.com

REPAIRS • MACHINING
CUSTOM FABRICATIONS

MANUFACTURING

The Racine children have much more respect for farm safety because of the close call they 
had on their family farm. (Left to Right Standing): Joanne, Marc and Roxanne. (Left to Right 
Sitting): Monique and Patrick. Story on next page.
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18 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
Day-old chicks • Started pullets 

Broilers • Ready-to-lay 
 Turkeys • Ducks • Geese

FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED
Finest in feeds and service since 1962

FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED
Finest in feeds and service since 1962

Bus 519.669.5478
Toll Free 1.800.265.6126

www.ffmltd.com

PO Box 130, Elmira • 519-669-5171

Toll Free (In Canada 1-888-569-8843) • Fax: 1-519-669-5982
Web: www.martinmills.com 

“Proud to be part of the community.”

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

Licensed Grain Elevator
Crop Inputs and Services
Pioneer Brand Products

R.R.#1 Waterloo    519-744-4941

Close call still teaching family respect for farm safety
Teaching kids to respect hazards is an important part 
of raising children safely on the farm and much can be 
learned from close calls. 

Growing up on the family farm near St. Malo, MB, the 
Racine children experienced their own close call while 
playing in a large truck. All fi ve kids had free range of the 
family’s grain farm and made toys of anything they could 
fi nd. Monique Racine remembers how their imagination 
knew no bounds and how fearless they were. 

“When I was a kid, we weren’t afraid to take a ham-
mer, and nails, and just put them into a piece of wood,” 
Monique recalls. “I remember taking a drill and drilling 
holes in aluminum bowls!” 

During the harvest season of 1986, everything changed. 
Monique and her younger brother, Patrick, took lunch to 
her father and older brother in the fi eld. As they had done 
before, she and Patrick were playing in the truck box 
where the wheat was being unloaded. Patrick remembers 
waving hello to his brother in the combine as it unloaded 
into the truck box around him. He hadn’t yet realized his 
body was already stuck in the grain. He vividly recalls 
suddenly struggling to pull his arms out of chest-high 
wheat and looking over to see Monique was worse off.

“The wheat was above Monique’s nose and eyes already, 
so I got my left arm out to scoop enough wheat away 
from her mouth and nose constantly,” he says. “The pres-
sure of the wheat on my chest was so heavy, I was trying 
to breathe so hard but I couldn’t, so I panicked... it was a 
nightmare.” 

Outside of the grain box, his father, Emile, had returned in 
another truck to take the next load of wheat from the fi eld 
and had expected to see the two younger kids around. 
Emile is not sure what it was that made him think they 
might be in the back of the truck. 

“I came to the fi eld to see no kids in the truck, and I just 
panicked,” he explains. “I automatically went to the back 
of the truck, opened the gate, and they both came out.”

Patrick says he can clearly remember Emile was “as pale 
as a white wall” as he knelt down to check them both 
over. “They were both OK but that was a very close call,” 
Emile says. “After that, I told them that they had to stay 
home.” 

No one was allowed to play on equipment anymore and 
Monique says none of the kids could see the fun in it 
after that anyway. The new farm policy became ‘if you 
can’t count fi ve heads in the yard, you can’t start up or 
move equipment.’ Emile bought two way radios shortly 
after that so there could be more communication about 
where the kids were supposed to be and fortunately, they 
never had another close call after that. Now that the kids 
are grown and bring the grandchildren to the farm, those 
safety policies are as important as ever. 

Patrick says maintaining eye contact is a good policy but 
he’s learned the value of conducting walk arounds too. 
He’s moved away from the farm and says it’s a mandatory 
practice on his construction worksite. Fatal accidents in 
the past have proven the equipment is simply too big to 
see everyone from the cab. In his opinion, walk arounds 
ensure you really know your surroundings as an operator. 

Conestogo Tel: 519-664-2237

Mount Forest Tel: 519-323-1880 

-A complete line of 
quality feeds for Dairy, 

Beef, Swine, Poultry and 
Horses.

-Animal health products
-Custom nutritional 

programs

Tavistock Tel: 519-655-3777

Toll Free: 1-800-265-2203

265 Katherine St. S.
1km south of Winterbourne

www.cribit.com • 519-664-3701

 

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Road, St. Jacobs, Ontario
T 519.664.2263 | F 519.664.3369
www.stjacobsprintery.com

“Where I work, you walk around, make sure there’s no 
one behind you, and no one near the equipment,” he says, 
“no matter what.” 

Monique says their family had to learn their commitment 
to safety the hard way and she’s determined to teach 
her four year old daughter without another close call. If 
constant supervision isn’t a guarantee, Monique says 
she won’t let her daughter be in a position where there’s 
a potential safety risk. “If she’s going to go in the shop 
where there are chemicals, I know her, and curiosity’s 
gonna take over.” That’s why Monique strongly believes 
it’s ultimately up to parents to ensure the safety of their 
children. If that means insisting on hazards being put 
under lock and key, dedicating a babysitter to constant 
supervision, or simply declaring ‘no-go’ zones, than 
that’s what she believes parents should do.

Think Safe

Stay Safe

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
F EN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481
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SPORTS
CURLING / TAKING IT ON THE ROAD

Local curling club qualifies 
for provincial competition
All-ladies squad from Elmira to take 
part in seven-game round-robin 
tournament being hosted in Acton

LIZ BEVAN

GALEA |  15

OPEN
COUNTRY

Such stuff 
as dreams 
are made 
on ... or not

I don’t often remember 
my dreams – or where I left 
my car keys – but last night’s 
still remains incredibly vivid 
in my mind. 

I stood on the African 
savannah under a searing 
sun with nothing but tall 
grass ahead. I carried a 
Mauser rifle in .416 Rigby. 
A professional hunter (PH) 
and his trackers stood be-
hind me. 

Suddenly, a low growl 
interrupted the silence.

Then, the tall grass 
parted and the muscular, 
tawny back of a man-eat-
ing lion could be seen as it 
charged with remarkable 
speed. 

Later, the media would 
dub him Irving.

Naturally, there was pan-
ic in the ranks. The track-
ers bolted; the PH yelled 
“Shoot!” as he readied his 
own rifle.

I, however, took a deep 
breath, casually raised my 
rifle, and finally pulled the 
trigger when the lion was 
at my feet. Since it was a 
dream, I hit where I aimed. 
When the lion finally slid 
to a stop, its massive head 
nudged my boot.

What followed was high 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

For the first time in 
years, the Elmira and Dis-
trict Curling Club is send-
ing an all-ladies team to a 
provincial competition to 
face teams from all over 
Ontario. 

Nobody on the team 
knows how long it’s been 
since the club had an all-
women’s team making a 
showing at the highest lev-
el of play in the province, 
but they are all looking 
forward to it.

“It is pretty exciting,” 
said team member Colleen 
Coughlin of the Best West-
ern Provincial Finals. “It 
is the first time I have ever 
been to a provincial com-
petition and we are all very 
excited.”

Twyla Gilbert is on Team 
Pidgeon, and has been to 
provincials before, but not 
with these ladies. She plans 
on helping the newcom-
ers get comfortable at the 
higher level of competi-
tion, hosted by the Acton 
Curling Club.

“The biggest thing is to 
tell them to have fun,” she 
said ahead of their seven-
match round robin. “We 
made it here, so we are 
just as good as everybody 
else that has made it. Just 
because we don’t have 
the experience that oth-
ers have, doesn’t matter. 

After losing the first three games to the Ayr Centennials, Wellesley’s playoff run hinges on home-ice win 

JACKS | 14

Jacks battle hard only to find themselves on the brink
WHITNEY NEILSON

Wellesley Applejacks 
head coach Brad Gerber 
says the team isn’t going 
down without a fight.

The Jacks faced off 
against the top-ranked Ayr 
Centennials three times 
last weekend. They were 
defeated each time, but 
pushed the first two games 
into overtime – a first for 

Wellesley versus Ayr. (The 
potential deciding game 
four was set for Wednesday 
night, after the Observer 
went to press.)

“It’s been quite the week-
end. And it all happened in 
such a hurry, too,” Gerber 
said.

In the first game against 
Ayr last Thursday, the 
Jacks were first on the 
scoreboard with a power 

play goal from Jackson 
Keller, assisted by Nick 
Palmer in the first. Ayr 
didn’t tie it up until late in 
the second with a goal from 
Riley Clipper. It was helped 
in by Jake Whibbs and Jor-
dan Pettitt.

Alex Uttley scored a 
power play marker in the 
third, helped by Shaun 
Pickering, to give Wellesley 
the lead. But with less than 

90 seconds remaining, 
Clipper scored his second 
of the night for the Centen-
nials to send the game into 
overtime. 

Whibbs and Quinn Dia-
mond picked up the assists.

The Jacks weren’t able 
to find the back of the net 
in overtime though, and 
Ayr’s Mitch Klie scored to 
give them the 3-2 win and 
the 1-0 lead in the series. 

Connor MacLean and Cole 
Cummings assisted the 
game-winning goal.

“I thought the guys came 
out more than ready. We 
played a perfect game, 
three periods. Obviously 
they scored late in the third 
to tie it up 2-2. I thought it 
was a perfect game on our 
part, on the road, game 
one. No doubt at all even 
though we lost 3-2 in over-

time, overall very pleased 
with their effort,” Gerber 
said.

On home ice on Satur-
day the Jacks battled hard 
to play into overtime, but 
were again unable to secure 
a win, falling 4-3.

Braidon Kerbs scored for 
the Jacks to get things roll-
ing in the first, assisted by 

I am hoping that because 
I have been there before, 
that I can guide them in the 
different things to expect, 
where and when.”

The ladies will go up 
against seven other teams 
over four days, no matter 
what the final scores are. 
Officials will then tally up 
the results and determine 
who performed the best 
throughout the competi-
tion, and that team will be 
awarded the top spot. 

While winning every-
thing would be a big bonus, 
Coughlin says she is just 
hoping to have fun and not 
make too many mistakes.

“Personally, I am hop-
ing for at least three wins. 
Three or four. We just want 
to play well and have a 
good showing,” she said. 
“We are just going to go 
in and have a good show-
ing and see how the week 
goes.”

Gilbert says curling isn’t 
the game it looks like from 
the spectator’s perspective. 
It is much more fact-paced 
and requires planning 
ahead to make a good 
match.

“There is a lot of strategy 
involved. When you are 
actually playing the sport, 
it is not slow. It may seem 
like it on TV, but it isn’t,” 
she said. “That is probably 

Team Pidgeon, made up of Mary Pidgeon, Twyla Gilbert, Colleen Coughlin and Jennifer Bernard, are in Acton competing in the Best Western 
Intermediate Provincial Finals. The team will be facing seven other teams this week in round-robin play. [LIZ B EVAN / THE OBSERVER]

CURLING | 13
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2016 Registration

DIVISIONS AGES RATES GAME NIGHT(S)

T-Ball Division.................................(2012, 2011).................$60 ........................ Wednesdays
Rookie Division...............................(2010, 2009).................$60 ...........................Mondays
Junior Division........................... (2008, 2007, 2006) ............$85 .................. Monday/Wednesday
Senior Division........................... (2005, 2004, 2003) ............$85 .................... Tuesday/Thursday
Intermediate Division............. (2002, 2001, 2000, 1999) ........$85 .................. Monday/Wednesday

Registration Deadline:
March 31, 2016

South Woolwich Minor Baseball Co-Ed House LeagueSouth Woolwich Minor Baseball Co-Ed House LeagueSouth Woolwich Minor Baseball Co-Ed House LeagueSouth Woolwich Minor Baseball Co-Ed House LeagueSouth Woolwich Minor Baseball Co-Ed House League

Season set to
begin week 
of May 16 

through July 15
*Weather Permitting

ONLINE Registration now available at:

www.woolwichbaseball.com

For more information please contact:   Terry Kraemer, League President: woolwichbaseball@gmail.com  or  Laurie Wittie, Vice President: laurie.wittie@gmail.com 

When “That 
will never 
happen 
to me” 
happens.

1201022CN State Farm Canadian Head Office, Aurora, Ontario

I'm ready to help.

There’s never a good time for 
an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count 
on State Farm® to be there 
quickly so you can get your life 
back to normal. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Jeff Watkin, Agent
151 Frobisher Dr, Ste A204
Waterloo, ON  N2V 2C9
Bus: 519-886-4470
jeff.watkin.icjk@statefarm.com

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Tyke: SELECT
Feb. 24 vs Brampton
Home: 6 Visitor: 5
Goals: Avery Collingwood, 
Mitchell Krasovec (3), Tristan Hill, 
Caleb Paquet

Tyke: SELECT
Feb. 28 vs Garden City
Home: 2  Visitor: 4
Goals: Avery Collingwood, 
Mitchell Krasovec
Assists: Caleb Paquet, Carter 
Weir, Wade McKenzie

Novice: LL#3
Feb. 27 vs Twin Centre 
Home: 4  Visitor: 4
Goals: Luke Forbes, Adam 
Lavigne, Carson Staken (2)
Assists: Brodie Gibson, Reed 
Snyder, Declan Martin, Adam 
Lavigne, Luke Forbes

Atom: MINOR AE
Feb. 20 vs Stoney Creek
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Seth Shantz (2)
Assists: Preston Hackert

Atom: MINOR AE
Feb. 27 vs Centre Wellington
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Josh Uhrig (2), Owen 
Weber, Cale Waechter
Assists: Owen Weber (2)
Shutout: Jake Wingrove

Atom: MINOR AE
Feb. 28 vs Flamborough
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Owen Weber, Preston 
Hackert, Cale Waechter, Tyson 
Bauman
Assists: Kane Kruschat, Cale 
Waechter, Josh Gibson, Tyson 
Bauman (2)

Atom: MINOR A
Feb. 27 vs Riverside
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Pacey Camm, Brady 
Martin, Eric Kane
Assists: Andrew Chumley, 

Mitchell Walker, Elijah Weiss

Atom: MAJOR A
Feb. 27 vs Oakville
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Ethan Bickerton (2), 
Ethan Martin, Isaiah Reitzel
Assists: Parker Alles (2), Eric 
Hutton, Cade Beacom, Jordan 
Chang, Ryan Burbacher, Denver 
Martin, Drew Birmingham

Atom: MAJOR A
Feb. 28 vs Ancaster
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Ryan Brubacher, Joe 
Martin, Cade Beacom, Keenan 
Martin
Assists: Jordan Chang, Drew 
Birmingham

Peewee: LL#1
Feb. 13 vs Twin Centre
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Ryan Curtis, Owen Battler
Assists: Owen Battler, Ryan 
Curtis, James McCormick, Cole 
Brubacher

Peewee: LL#1
Feb. 23 vs Paris
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Turner Duldhardt, Cole 
Brubacher, Owen Battler (2)
Assists: Jackson Dumart, Ryan 
Curtis (2), Turner Duldhardt, 
Weston Bradley, Owen Battler, 
Cole Brubacher, Logan Beard

Peewee: LL#1
Feb. 27 vs Embro
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Owen Battler, Weston 
Bradley, Ethan Murr
Assists: Daniel Kelly, Turner 
Duldhardt, Ryan Curtis, Owen 
Battler
Shutout: Matt Kraemer

Bantam: LL#1
Feb. 13 vs Hespeler
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Sullivan Keen, Grayson 
McGirr, Nathan Taylor
Assists: Alex Devore, Sullivan 
Keene, Sam Nitsche
Shutout: Matt Dunn

Peewee: LL#2
Feb. 25 vs New Hamburg
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Ashton Weber, Michael 
Wang (2), Braxten Breen
Assists: Matt Henry, Patrick 
Perry, Ryan Shantz, Emmett 
Weissenboeck

Peewee: LL#3
Feb. 27 vs New Hamburg
Home: 1  Visitor: 8
Goals: Matthew Yorke

Peewee: MINOR AE
Feb. 24 vs Stoney Creek
Home: 6  Visitor: 6
Goals: Griffin Boerner, Shelby 
Rempel, Lucas Radler, Mitchell 
Brubacher, Sam Siopiolosz (2)
Assists: Shelby Rempel (2), Josh 
Moore, Mitchell Hartman (3), 
Sam Sioliolosz, Tristan Kraemer

Peewee: MINOR AE
Feb. 28 vs Milton
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Lucas Radler, Griffin 
Boerner
Assists: Mitch Hartman, Shelby 
Rempel, Aiden von Kannen

Peewee: MAJOR AE
Feb. 27 vs Erin Hillsburgh
Home: 7  Visitor: 3
Goals: Kolin Weigel, Ben Fretz, 
Gavin Wilson, Andrew Weber, 
Kieren Oberholzer, Mac Benham, 
Keith Mikel
Assists: Ben Fretz, Liam Moyer 
(2), Mac Benham

Peewee: MAJOR AE
Feb. 28 vs Hespeler
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Danny Soehner, Ben Fretz
Assists: Kolin Weigel

Peewee: MAJOR AA
Feb. 27 vs Niagara Falls
Home: 8  Visitor: 3
Goals: Michael Hayes, Owen 
Lee (2), Owen Troyer, Cole Slade 
(2), Cameron Leonard, Spencer 
Young
Assists: Owen Troyer (2), Kyler 
Austin (2), Evan Roth, Nate 

Snyder, Spencer Young, Michael 
Hayes

Peewee: MAJOR AA
Feb. 29 vs Oakville
Home: 2  Visitor: 7
Goals: Owen Lee (2)
Assists: Michael Hayes

Bantam: MINOR A
Feb. 25 vs Caledon
Home: 6  Visitor: 1
Goals: Brett Allen (2), Jake 
Clemmer, Payton McIsaac, 
Cameron Martin, Keaton 
McLaughlin
Assists: Jesse Martin (4), Cam 
Leonard AP (3), Owen Lee AP 
(2), Brett Allen, Payton McIsaac, 
Cameron Martin

Bantam: MINOR A
Feb. 26 vs New Hamburg
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Payton McIsaac, Brett 
Allen, Matt Fleischmann
Assists: Payton McIsaac, Trevor 
Ferretti, Brett Allen

Midget: LL#2
Feb. 27 vs New Hamburg
Home: 2  Visitor: 5
Goals: Nick Kieswetter, Luke 
Decorte
Assists: Sammy Huber, Jordan 
Luis, Dawson Inglis

Midget: MINOR A
Feb.27 vs Caledon
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Brent Mulder, Riley 
Runstedler
Assists: Austin Flaherty, Brent 
Mulder, Riley Runstedler, Isaiah 
Thornback

Midget: MINOR A
Feb. 29 vs Caledon
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Daniel Carr, Cole Altman, 
Brent Mulder
Assists: Brent Mulder, Riley 
Runstedler, Isaiah Thornback 
(2), Cade Schaus, Nolan 
McLaughlin

WATERLOO 
WOLVES

Atom: MAJOR AA
Feb. 26 vs St. Thomas Stars
Home: 3  Visitor: 5
Goals: Ty O’Hearn, Dimitri 
Eleftheriadis, Nolan Reesor
Assists: Josh Dierickse, Damon 
Radley, Brandon Kong

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: B
Feb. 18 vs Guelph
Home: 2  Visitor: 6
Goals: Olivia Straus, Sara Forwell

Novice: B
Feb. 21 vs Kitchener
Home: 3  Visitor: 3
Goals: Claire Catton, Olivia 
Straus, Kayla Sargent
Assists: Sara Forwell (2), 
Charlotte McMillan

Novice: B
Feb. 27 vs Wilmot
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Sara Forwell (2)

Novice: B
Feb. 28 vs Cambridge
Home: 1  Visitor: 6
Goals: Olivia Straus
Assists: Sara Forwell

Atom: LL
Feb. 27 vs Kitchener
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Claire Jacklin (3)
Shutout: Makenna Kroetsch

Atom: BB
Feb. 20 vs Vaughn
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Paige Woods, Taylor 
Schmitt, Ayla Brubacher
Assists: Amy Dueck, Taylor 
Schmitt (2), Chloe Hislop, Paige 
Woods (2)

Atom: BB
Feb. 25 vs Grand River
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Brooke Rempel, Madi 
Martin

Assists: Chloe Hislop

Atom: BB
Feb. 28 vs Brantford
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Amy Dueck
Assists: Taya Deifenbacher, 
Tia Zettel
Shutout: Gwyneth Martin

Peewee: LL#7130
Feb. 27 vs Kitchener
Home: 1  Visitor: 3
Goals: Sarah Button

Peewee: LL#7121
Feb. 27 vs Grand River
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Alexa Grundy, Emily 
Bauman, Emily Metzger
Assists: Emily Metzger

Peewee: LL#7121
Feb. 28 vs Stratford
Home: 2 Visitor: 5
Goals: Olivia Weiss, Brooke 
Kroetsch
Assists: Caleigh McQuinn, 
Katelyn Snider, Emily Metzger, 
Olivia Weiss

Peewee: B
Feb. 24 vs Waterloo
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Delaney Jacklin, Ella 
Campbell (2), Carly Bauman
Assists: Maddy Goss (2), Karissa 
Schouppe, Carly Bauman, 
Delaney Jacklin, Sydney 
Dettweiler
Shutout: Bethany Hebbourn

Peewee: B
Feb. 26 vs Ayr
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Ella Campbell (3), 
Delaney Jacklin
Assists: Charlise Roth (2), 
Delaney Keen, Payton 
Ravelle, Julia Doerbcker, Jane 
Hinsperger, Karissa Schouppe

Peewee: B
Feb. 28 vs Ayr
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Ella Campbell, Maddy 
Goss
Assists: Ella Campbell

THE SCORE

the thing that people say the most when 
they try it for the first time, ‘this is much 
harder than it looks.’”

For Gilbert, her love of the game comes 
from the community created by a mutual 
love for the sport.

“It is a very social sport. A lot of sports-
manship, we are self governed. For the 
most part, there are no officials. It is very 
much a social sport,” she said. “We actu-
ally sit with the opposition afterwards and 
have a drink with them.”

The team’s first match was played on 
Mar. 2 at 5 p.m., with two more today, two 
more on Friday, and two more on Satur-
day. 

To follow the scores and cheer on Team 
Pidgeon from home, visit www.ontcurl.
com/competitions.

CURLING: It’s been a 
while for the local club
FROM | 12

WMC GOES SYMPHONIC

Members of the Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony stopped by the 
WMC on Feb. 20 to share music and their instruments with the 
audience of young kids and families.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Sugar Kings Regular 
Season Wrap-up

Ethan Skinner

24   19   2   .550 5th
WINS LOSSES TIES WINNING %RANK

Zac Coulter

5th

41Top goal scorer 
in Midwestern 
Conference 

in GOJHL scoring 
with 84 points 
(24 goals and 60 assists)

GOALS
 (41 goals in 50 games)

Named to Midwestern Conference 
All Star Second Team

8th in GOJHL scoring with 79 points (41 goals and 38 assists)

25.4% Power Play 
Percentage 
(Best in GOJHL)

*

* in Midwestern Conference

Brady Gerber and Spencer 
Brick.

Ayr returned the favour 
with two goals of their own 
to round out the first 20 
minutes. Cash Seraphim 
scored the goals, with Ben 
Roelofson, Matt Hard-
ing, Tyler Harrison, and 
Diamond picking up the 
assists.

Clipper increased the 
lead for the Centennials 
with a shorthanded goal 
in the second, helped by 
Carver Ormiston.

Confusion ensued in the 
second period when Uttley 
scored for the Jacks. The 
goal was called back as the 
referees said he was sup-
posed to be out on penal-
ties for 12 minutes, but he 
returned to the ice after 
two. He received a rough-
ing penalty and an inciting 
an opponent misconduct.

“What the officials told 
us on the bench or what the 
officials told our captain 
and our captain relayed to 
us is totally different than 
what they said later, than 
what they had called. They 
had said only one person’s 
supposed to be in the box 
and we only had one per-
son in the box. And then 
the linesman came over 
and said we had the wrong 
guy in the box, so we did 
what the linesman told us 
to do and then everyone 

knows what happened 
after that. Alex scores his 
goal, the referees announce 
the goal to the timekeeper, 
who scored it. They should 
have recognized right there 
and stopped the play if 
they would have known #15 
was supposed to be in the 
box. But they didn’t. Play 
resumed again for another 
three minutes and then 
they decided to change the 
goal,” Gerber said.

Jacks GM Bill Grebinski 
called the OHA on it, but 
they said they go by what’s 
put on the game sheet and 
it was supposed to be Ut-
tley in the box. The OHA 
can’t go by hearsay. 

“I know, as the coach, 
what I was told, and what I 
was told is not what it says 
on that game sheet,” Ger-
ber said.

Wellesley fought to stay 
in the game in the third, 
with Brick (Scott Martin), 
and Brenden Goran (Nick 
Mercier, Pickering) scoring 
to tie the game 3-3.

They both racked up 
plenty of time in the box 
with 64 minutes for Ayr to 
Wellesley’s 62.

“I will give them credit. 
After taking that goal away 
it was 3-1 again and the 
boys came back. Talk about 
playing through adversity. 
We’re very, very proud of 
them,” Gerber said.

In overtime, the Jacks 
couldn’t hold on and Ayr’s 

Schaefer (Seraphim) scored 
to take the overtime win.

Taking Ayr to overtime 
two games in a row is noth-
ing to shake your head at 
though for the Jacks.

“It’s definitely an ac-
complishment for us, con-
sidering where we are and 
where they are as teams. 
But it’s very disappointing 
that we could have won one 
of those at least. Not disap-
pointed in our effort. The 
boys worked so hard and I 
feel bad for them that they 
didn’t get at least a win out 
of one of the two because 
we definitely deserved it I 
thought,” Gerber said.

In Ayr the following af-
ternoon for game three, the 
Jacks just ran out of steam, 
Gerber said.

Mitch Klie (Seraphim, 
Harding) and Seraphim 
(Harrison, Schaefer) gave 

Ayr a 2-0 lead in the first. 
Wellesley gained some 
momentum early in the 
second with a power play 
marker from Pickering, 
assisted by Mercier and 
Gerber.

Klie (Harrison, Roelof-
son) and Diamond (Cum-
mings, Harrison) gave the 
Centennials a 4-1 lead to 
finish off the second.

“Being down 3-0 against 
Ayr, our backs are against 
the wall. But one thing we 
have learned about this 
team, we’ve gone through 
a lot this year as a team, 
adversity. This team will 
never quit,” Gerber said.

A shorthanded goal from 
the Jacks’ Goran (Mercier) 
23 seconds into the final 
frame was the last time 
Wellesley would change 
the scoreboard. Ayr put 
back three more goals to 

take the game 7-2. Nolan 
Ferris, Klie, and Roelofson 
were the goal scorers, with 
Harding, Harrison (2), Con-
nor MacLean, and Sera-
phim helping.

He says they try to re-
mind the guys to keep an 
even keel and he thought 
they did an excellent job 
of that. 

“I think we opened their 
eyes up. Even the last game 
of the season they recog-
nized we’ve made a move 
up the standings, we were 
an improved team. I still 
don’t think we had their 
full respect. I think after 
the first two games they 
knew they were going to be 
in a series and they knew 
they had to play their hock-
ey as well to beat us. I think 
we took them by surprise a 
little bit,” Gerber said.

He says the team has 

been working hard during 
the playoffs, but not get-
ting the breaks.

The game definitely got 
heated on both sides as Ayr 
finished the game with 61 
minutes, and Wellesley had 
a whopping 95. The biggest 
challenge was refocusing 
the boys after two tough 
losses. But for 40 minutes, 
Gerber says they com-
peted.

“We played hard. I 
thought we just ran out of 
gas. We got a little undis-
ciplined as well,” Gerber 
said.

Ayr and Wellesley faced 
off for game four in Welles-
ley on Wednesday night. 
The Jacks needed to win in 
order to continue the se-
ries, otherwise their season 
is finished.

“We’re definitely not go-
ing to down easy. I know 
the guys will come out and 
play. We’ll see what hap-
pens. They won’t pack it in, 
that’s for sure. They have 
too much pride,” Gerber 
said.

Of their 23 players, 22 are 
eligible to return next year. 
Team captain Justin Leb-
old will age out. 

“I would love to see all 
22 of those players come 
back. It just goes to show 
what kind of team we are 
because we are young and 
we’ve done very well for 
being such a young team 
this year,” Gerber said.

JACKS: Wednesday night was do-or-die time for the team, a must-win game to keep series alive
FROM | 12

FINISHING UP THE REGU-
LAR season last weekend, 
the Elmira Sugar Kings 
added two final wins to 
their record. 

They’ll face Guelph in 
the first round of playoffs 
starting this weekend.

Head coach Ty Canal 
says the guys played some 
good hockey to end the 
season.

In Brampton on Feb. 26, 
the Kings managed to dig 
themselves out of a two-
goal deficit in the second to 
tie the game 2-2 going into 
the third period.

While there was no scor-
ing in the first, Brampton’s 
Patrick Zilak and Nick 
Kiriakos scored in the 
second, assisted by Mike 
Rehding, Adel Zivojevic, 
Nolan Regan, and Mitch 
Shennette.

A power play shot from 

Kings post a pair of wins 
to end the regular season
Team opens fi rst round of GOJHL playoff s Saturday in Guelph versus the 
Hurricanes, with the action moving back to Elmira Sunday evening

WHITNEY NEILSON Rob Kohli at 15:27 finally 
got Elmira on the board. 
Zac Coulter and Mackenzie 
MacSorley assisted. Coulter 
added a late goal helped 
by MacSorley to even the 
score. Ty Biles and Alex 
Peterson were also ejected 
from the game for fighting.

The Bombers pulled 
ahead at 12:19 in the third 
on a power play goal from 
Wyatt Weppler (Jordan 
Kreller, Regan). Both teams 
got testy and Kevin Fitz-
patrick was thrown out 
for fighting, and handed a 
four-game suspension.

The Kings kept fans on 
the edge of their seat as 
Coulter put away a short-
handed goal with 23 seconds 
left in the game, helped by 
Kalob Witzell and Ethan 
Skinner. And a mere 10 
seconds later Kohli secured 
Elmira’s win with a short-
handed goal, and Skinner 
picking up the assist.

“I thought we came out 
of the gate pretty well. We 
got out to the lead and then 
we let Brampton get back 
into it, which that’s some-
thing that we’ve been talk-
ing about for awhile and 
trying to narrow down to 
make sure we’re not letting 
teams do that. We did and 
the guys were able to get 
the job done,” Canal said.

For their final regular 
season game the Kings 
returned home to defeat 
the Stratford Cullitons 3-2. 
This marked the first time 
this season Elmira has beat 
Stratford.

Stratford struck first 
blood with a goal from 
Tristan Hohl (Jared Nash). 
Kyle Soper added his own 
to even the score for the 
Kings. Assists came from 
Alex Peterson and Zac 
Cameron.

A beautiful little dangle 
shot from Kohli with 16 

seconds to go in the period 
gave Elmira the 2-1 ad-
vantage heading into the 
second frame. Coulter and 
Ryan Maksymyk picked up 
the assists.

The Cullies leveled the 
playing field in the second 
with a goal from Drew 
Gross (Justin Graham, De-
ven Kropf).

A late power play goal 
from Skinner, assisted 
by Coulter, would see 
the game end 3-2 for the 
Kings, despite a penalty 
shot awarded to Stratford 
with one second left in the 
game. Elmira goalie Jon 
Reinhart stopped it to en-
sure the win.

“I thought that was a 
good game for us at home. 
We’d lost a couple games 
over the last little while 
at home and you’ve got to 
make sure that those home 

KINGS | 15

The Wellesley Applejacks battled back after Alex Uttley’s goal was called back on Saturday, but eventually fell to the Ayr Centennials 4-3 in 
overtime.  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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praise from the PH, respect 
from the trackers and a 
quick comment about me 
being cool as a cucumber 
in the face of certain death.

Then, I woke up.
I was feeling fairly smug 

too. That meant I was 
about to approach the 
day with a cockiness and 
self-assurance no free-
lance writer under tight 
deadlines has the right to 
possess. 

Luckily, we have cats.

And, one of them, Mag-
gie, chose that moment to 
leap upon the bed. Had I 
known it was little Mag-
gie, the least threatening 
creature on the face of the 
earth, I might not have re-
acted the way I did. 

Unfortunately, my mind 
was still in lion charge 
mode. 

I’m not proud of what 
happened next, although 
who knew I could hit that 
high note.

I only relay this to show 

there is a difference be-
tween dreams and reality.

I mean, if my reaction to 
Maggie’s sudden appear-
ance was any indication, 
my dream should have 
gone differently.

In fact, for it to be wholly 
accurate, it might have 
ended well for all involved.  
First, the lion might have 
stopped his charge the 
second he heard me yelp 
and throw my rifle towards 
the sky – not out of any 
compassion, mind you, but 

rather because he probably 
sensed, his charge would 
have changed how palat-
able I actually was.

Even if he had no sense 
of smell, he would have 
quickly realized that noth-
ing on the savannah, not 
even a cheetah, would have 
ever caught me.

I suppose he might 
have ambled away a little 
embarrassed for me, too. 
The walk back to the camp 
might have also been fairly 
quiet, except for the track-

ers breaking out into giggle 
fits every now and again 
– just like Jenn is currently 
doing.

That would have been far 
more accurate.

Thankfully, it doesn’t 
work this way. Otherwise 
no one would ever advise 
you to follow your dreams.

Dreams – the good ones 
at least – allow your ego 
full creative control. As a 
result, they’ll permit you 
to experience things you 
might wish for but never 

GALEA: Reality typically turns out much differently, which makes it hard to live your dreams
FROM | 12

Visit Martin’s:

VOLUNTEER
THIS APRIL

JOIN THE FIGHT

April is Daffodil Month
Give a few hours of your time

to make a big difference!
Daffodil pin sales will take place in

Cambridge, Kitchener, Waterloo and Elmira
on March 31 – April 3, 2016!

Sign-up to volunteer: 
waterloo.myccsschedule.ca
For more information please contact Nicole at

519-886-8888 x3144 or
namorim@ontario.cancer.ca

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com

APPLE
iPADs

starting from
$14999

Lenovo M90z 
23” All-In-One

Fast Intel i5 3.2GHz
4GB Ram, 500GB HDD

Windows 7 Pro

$43999

DELL E5520
15.6” Widescreen

$38999

INTEL i5 2.5GHz Processor,
4GB Ram, 320GB HDD

Windows 7 Pro

Windows 7/10
DESKTOPS

from
$14999

Computer/Laptop Service: We Fix All Brands

Lenovo R500
15.4” Laptop

$22999

INTEL Core -2- Duo
3GB Ram, 160GB HDD

Windows 7 Pro

HP 2560
12.1” Laptop

Intel i5 2.5GHz Processor
4GB Ram, 320GB HDD

Windows 7

$29999

get in real life, within rea-
son.

Which is to say, I’m not 
taller in my dreams; every-
one else is shorter. That’s 
why we keep the good 
dreams near and dear to 
our hearts.

If you are smart, you 
can learn something from 
those dreams too. For in-
stance, I doubt I’ll ever at-
tempt to hunt man-eating 
lions. On the other hand, 
I’m not ruling out joining a 
boy band.

games you play well and 
get those wins, especially 
in the playoffs. I think that 
was good for us going into 
the playoffs, getting a good 
game at home in front of 
the great crowd that was 
there and had some inten-
sity through that game as 
well,” Canal said. 

He says momentum 
swung side to side through-
out the game and he 
thought the players held 
their composure and bore 
down in the third when we 
needed to. They started to 
play playoff type hockey 
and made sure they were 
consistent and level head-
ed on Sunday, he added. 

“It was definitely a good 
way to end it,” Canal said.

The Kings finish the reg-
ular season with a 24-19-2 
record, in fifth place. They 
had the best power play 
percentage in the GOJHL 
at 25.4 per cent.

Zac Coulter and Ethan 
Skinner have been no-
table players all year with 
impressive stats. Skinner 
was fifth in the GOJHL for 
points with 24 goals and 60 
assists, while Coulter was 
eighth. Coulter was also 
the top scorer in the Mid-
western Conference with 41 
goals in 50 games.

Canal says it was a sea-
son of ups and downs.

“I thought we had some 
very good stretches and we 
had some stretches that we 
were a little inconsistent as 
well. But the guys were able 
to regroup and get back 
to the little things and the 
basics,” Canal said.

Something they’ve 
stressed with the team is 
to take each game one at a 
time and not dwell on past 
losses. This is especially 
important for playoffs 
when there are back to 
back games.

“It’s definitely a new 
season and you’ve got to go 
with a clean slate. But at the 
same time learn what you 
can from the previous meet-
ings and run with some 
type of momentum and 
make sure guys are ready to 
play and ready to work and 
ready to compete for the 60 
minutes,” Canal said.

He says getting out of 
the gate strong is going to 
be important for them and 
they’re hoping to carry last 
weekend’s momentum into 
the playoffs.

Kevin Fitzpatrick is out 
on a four-game suspension, 
which included Sunday’s 
game, so he’ll be out for 
the first three games of the 
playoffs. Colton Culbert is 
also out. 

At Sunday night’s game 
Jon Reinhart was awarded 
the Barbara Schaefer Me-
morial Trophy as voted on 
by the fans.

The Kings are off to 
Guelph this Saturday for 
the first in the best-of-
seven series versus the 
Hurricanes. Game time is 
7:30 p.m. They return to 
the WMC on Sunday for a 
7 p.m. start. They’ll head 
to Guelph on Tuesday 
for a 7:30 p.m. matchup 
and then back home on 
Wednesday for game four 
at 7:30 p.m. The series will 
continue the following 
weekend if necessary.

KINGS: Rolling into the playoffs
FROM | 14

Elmira’s Rob Kohli dangled just enough to give the Sugar Kings a 2-1 lead going into the second period versus Stratford on Sunday. The Kings took the game 3-2. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Board in place, BIA ready to 
roll in St. Jacobs

A CERTAIN IRONY EXISTS 
in the fact that quinoa – a 
relatively new crop to mod-
ern farmers and today’s 
consumers – is both a cous-
in to one of Canada’s most 
notorious weeds (lamb’s 
quarters), and a food plant 
that’s been around in a 
primitive form for hun-
dreds of years in South 
America. 

But Quinta Quinoa, the 
branded product that will 
appear on Canadian su-
permarket shelves and in 
farmers’ fields this spring, 
is anything but a nuisance 
or a relic. 

Rather, it’s a research-
based, highly nutritional 
crop that’s been shown 
over five years of lab and 
field trials to be a viable 
cropping option, at least in 
Ontario. 

Company owner Jamie 
Draves of Georgetown be-
lieves it’s poised to make 
a big splash, thanks to the 
product receiving some 
significant federal health 
claims lately. Quinta Qui-
noa has been approved as 

Dragon’s 
Den winner 
wants 
farmers
to call

ROBERTS | 17

Woolwich council approves 
appointments to newly-launched 
organization, which sees great 
potential in the village

BIA | 17

WHITNEY NEILSON

THE ST. JACOBS BUSI-
NESS Improvement Area 
(BIA) is off and running, 
Woolwich council having 
this week approved the 
appointment of its six-
member board of manage-
ment.

The members include 
Jenny Shantz of Mercedes 
Corp., Gary Boudreau of 
La Crème Decor & Essen-
tially BLACK, Phil Hipkiss 
of Block Three Brewing, 
Craig Miller of Xclusive 
Elements, Edward Denyer 
of Eco-Coffee Corpora-
tion and Robert Wilbur of 
Quarry.

Boudreau says the BIA 
is coming to fruition at a 
critical time.

“There’s going to be 
a lot of roadwork going 
on in the next 12 to 24 
months. We have to have 
a voice in what’s happen-
ing, when they’re going 
to close the roads, what 
roads they’re going to 
close, how they’re going 
to announce and market 
and sign them. I guess 
if there’s a priority, the 
priority in my mind is go-
ing to be to make our way 
through the construction  

period of the next year 
to two with some input,” 
Boudreau said.

He says the first thing 
on the agenda will likely 
be figuring out who has 
been doing what and 
where they’ve been get-
ting their money because 
the village does have some 
flowers and a relatively 
nice streetscape.

“It’s one thing saying 
look we’ll contribute to 
these improvements if the 
township and the region 
and whoever else contrib-
utes but we’ve never really 
had that opportunity to 
encourage improvements 
with our financial par-
ticipation. Without being 
specific, I think we’ve just 
got to all sit down and de-
cide,” Boudreau said.

As a business owner on 
both ends of the village, as 
well as a real estate agent 
with two large listings in 
St. Jacobs, he wants to 
ensure he knows what’s 
happening in the village 
and joining the board is a 
great way to do that.

It helps that he also has 
some previous BIA experi-
ence.

“Years ago in downtown 
Kitchener I was a shop-

ping centre manager at 
Market Square at that 
time. I was on a BIA in 
Kitchener. At another 
point in time I was on the 
BIA or they called it the 
DBA, downtown business 
area, in Waterloo. In this 

area I’ve been involved in 
both Kitchener and Water-
loo,” Boudreau said.

He says those BIAs were 
better able to plan special 
events and he’d like to see 
the St. Jacobs BIA plan 
some summer events in 

the village.
“It’s a very logical envi-

ronment for independent 
people to be communicat-
ing with each other about 
what’s going to make the 
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2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, just before Florapine Road | 519-669-3154 | M-F 9-6 • Sat 8-5 

$4.99$4.99
/ half dozen/ half dozen

Blueberry
Raisin Bran
Pumpkin
Zucchini
Apple Streusel
Berry Burst Bran

Blueberry
Raisin Bran
Pumpkin
Zucchini
Apple Streusel
Berry Burst Bran

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL

2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 

NEWNEW
PineapplePineappleCarrot

PineappleCarrot

Board in place, BIA ready to 
roll in St. Jacobs

With its board members approved this week and Coun. Mark Bauman appointed as the Woolwich council representative, the St. Jacobs BIA is 
ready to get down to business. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]



VENTURE | 17THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 2016

high in protein, fibre and 
zinc, an excellent source of 
iron and magnesium, and 
a good source of calcium. 
These are tough claims to 
land. 

Quinta Quinoa has also 
received the kind of na-
tional profile that makes 
entrepreneurs salivate. 

You may recall seeing 
Draves on Dragon’s Den 
last year. Based on his 
pitch, he walked away with 
a $200,000 investment in 
Quinta Quinoa from West 
Coast restaurant magnate 
Vikram Vij. That sum 

helped advance the com-
pany’s Georgetown produc-
tion facility and prepare for 
commercial production. 

Now that he has a retail 
deal and a production facil-
ity in place, Draves is look-
ing to scale up and expand 
his network. 

For example, he and his 
crew spent last weekend 
and the first part of this 
week participating in the 
2016 Restaurant Canada 
Show in Toronto, targeting 
chefs and restaurant own-
ers interested in sourcing 
Ontario quinoa. 

But to meet demand, he 

expects he’ll need more 
growers. So, he’s looking 
to grow not only the crop’s 
profile but its acreage 
too, in Ontario and across 
Canada. 

The Quinta Quinoa 
coming available now was 
harvested in the fall, on 
about 50 acres of farmland 
in Ontario. Draves wants to 
connect with more Ontario 
growers, as well as prairie 
farmers who are looking for 
a niche crop to grow on 10-
100 acres. 

He’s cast his line into 
Western Canada, and says 
he’s enthused about the 

initial interest he’s re-
ceived. 

Management-wise, farm-
ers who work with him to 
grow Quinta Quinoa seed 
won’t have to start from 
scratch. Draves teamed up 
with Oakville’s Value Chain 
Management International 
on a two-and-a-half year 
project to hone in on pro-
duction parameters, such 
as soil type, seeding meth-
od, seeding rate, precipita-
tion, crop management 
practices and harvesting 
method. 

Basically, they found 
quinoa can grow in a vari-

ety of soils; Draves has seen 
it succeed in sandy loam 
or clay. He says the key is 
a high amount of organic 
matter, and average- to 
good drainage. As for 
precipitation, it requires 
a minimum of 250mm 
of rain and about three 
months of growing time. 

One of the challenges is 
weed management. Quinoa 
is a broadleaf plant without 
any approved weed control 
products. But, says Draves, 
in a well-prepared field 
where the crop can estab-
lish itself early, weeds are 
less of an issue. 

Business-wise, Draves’ 
goal now is to grow the 
business into a medium-
size operation. He cur-
rently has five full-time 
employees. 

In the field, he’s devel-
oped a modest-size farmer 
network to get the crop on 
the ground. Now, he’s look-
ing for more. 

“Our approach is shared 
risk,” he says. “We’re very 
involved in helping farm-
ers grow the crop, and 
we’re providing our seed to 
do that. We love to talk to 
people, and we hope farm-
ers will give us a call.” 

ROBERTS: Given that quinoa is a relatively new crop here, producer knows there’s work to be done
FROM | 16

Floradale
PARKVIEW MANORS

PARKVIEW MANORS
Floradale

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:   MARK.............519-465-7388 | LEON..............519-210-0127
30 FLORAPINE RD., FLORADALE

Scenic, country setting on 16 acre property  |  Adjacent to park area and hiking trail 
Garden plots available  |  Low utility costs!  |  Large central area for family get-togethers 

All units include kitchenettes  |  Central dining available 2 days per week
Home Care nursing available to eligible applicants

ONE PRE-OWNED SINGLE BEDROOM UNIT 
Available for immediate Possession $199,500

41 Unit Christian Lifestyle Seniors’ Residence

Scenic, country setting on 16 acre property  |  Adjacent to park area and hiking trail 

ONE PRE-OWNED SINGLE BEDROOM UNIT 
Available for immediate Possession $199,500$199,500$

41 Unit Christian Lifestyle Seniors’ Residence

SOLD

WE’RE STILL IN BUSINESS!

Plans for March & April:

our store in Elmira is CLOSED

Plans are to OPEN a fabric store at the home of 
Arnold & Grace Frey on May 10th, 2016. The store will 

be open on Tuesdays & Wednesdays 10:00 - 5:00
We will also be open by appointment on any other week days

After these events the fabric will be taken to 
Western Canada for our spring sales tour.

CONTACT US: Grace 519-577-0094

TUESDAY, MARCH 8th 9am-8pm, 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9th 9am-5pm
Elegant Fabrics will be selling its full Spring 
Prints selection at the Drayton Arena Complex 
(in the Community Centre) Drayton, ON.

TUESDAY, MARCH 15th 9am-8pm, 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16th 9am-5pm
Elegant Fabrics will be selling its full Spring 
Prints selection at the Hawkesville Community 
Centre, 3521 Broadway St., in Hawkesville, ON.

Important Notice

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

PHONE:

519-669-0012
Evening appointments

Available

PHONE:
519-669-0879

73 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Stephen
Morris

Optometrist

promotion work. And 
we’ve all got these ideas, 
and we’ve all got connec-
tions. It’s just really more 
than anything I think tak-
ing advantage of the ex-
pertise that is out there,” 
Boudreau said.

He says it’s also impor-
tant from a visual stand-
point to make sure the 
village remains attractive 
and current and clean. 

The board will be set 
for one year and then 
nominations to be board 
members will be available 
again. He says the group 
is a good mix of business 
owners.

“We’ve got a marketing 
fellow, we’ve got a beer 
guy, we’ve got a coffee 
guy. I think we pretty well 
cover the retail catego-
ries. I’m happy with it. It’s 
very important to have 
Mercedes as an active 

participant because they 
own more real estate than 
anyone else in the village 
itself.”

From the township side 
of things, Coun. Mark 
Bauman has been part of 
the BIA discussions for 
the past year. He says any 
time the township can 
support business is a good 
thing. 

“Having a cohesive 
business community that 
can all pull in the same di-
rection makes much more 
efficient use for that com-
munity for the dollars that 
they invest in whatever 
they choose to invest in. 
I know there’s some busi-
ness owners who prob-
ably aren’t in favour of it, 
but I think by and large 
a business improvement 
association is a good thing 
for a local business com-
munity,” Bauman said.

He notes there are 
grants a BIA can tap into 

that an individual busi-
ness isn’t eligible for. This 
will enable them to have 
a unified voice to come 
to council with their con-
cerns and inquiries. And 
having Wilbur from Quar-
ry Communications, a 
local marketing company, 
will be a great addition to 
the board.

“That in itself is just a 
goldmine of information 
and talent that is on the 
board. St. Jacobs has a 
very diverse group of busi-
ness owners down there, 
anything from restaura-
teurs to clothiers to beer 
makers,” said Bauman, 
who will serve as coun-
cil’s representative on the 
board.

Boudreau thinks the 
BIA should take things 
slow at the start to give 
them time to analyze what 
they have and determine 
where they need to go. He 
says there’s no question 

what they do for market-
ing will be crucial, but it 
can’t start tomorrow.

“Generally speaking ev-
eryone has the same need 
when it comes to traffic 
flow. We want the week-
ends to be very strong, but 
we’re also there Monday 
through Friday. We just 
have to look intelligently 
at how we’re going to 
spend our marketing dol-
lars and again from an 
improvement standpoint, 
I’m sure we’ve all got 
ideas of what we’d like to 
see happen, as far as light 
posts and parking mark-
ings and things of that 
nature,” Boudreau said.

Ever since discussions 
began roughly two years 
ago he says they always 
said they’ll be seeking 
input from the village’s 
businesses. He doesn’t 
know what that will look 
like yet, whether they’ll 
each be assigned to a cer-

BIA: Council approval in place, new group likely to start out slowly as it makes a list of priorities
FROM | 16 tain block and so forth.

And while historically 
Mercedes Corp., as the 
largest landlord, has led 
the marketing of the vil-
lage, he says it will be nice 
to have other voices to 
support them.

“As a business owner 
in the village it’s critical 
that we market ourselves 
to the world and make 
the village a destination. 

And over the years things 
have changed and I think 
now we’re at a point where 
it’s even more necessary. 
We tried to do this about 
eight years ago and there 
just wasn’t enough com-
mitment, but now I think 
we’ve concluded that it’s 
necessary to tell every-
body how great we are 
from a marketing stand-
point,” Boudreau said.
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

Giving voice to the Ladies of Country
Stacey Lee Guse, Linda Murray and Susan Weber come together for a special show Mar. 13 at the Commercial Tavern

WHITNEY NEILSON

THE WOMEN ARE TAKING 
over the tavern. Well, three 
of them at least.

Susan Weber, Linda Mur-
ray and Stacey Lee Guse 
are combining their talents 
for an afternoon of music 
and fun for The Ladies of 
Country Music show at 
the Commercial Tavern in 
Maryhill later this month.

Weber’s the tavern owner 
Paul Weber’s sister, and she 
says this will be the third 
time for this event.

“Stacey and I do a little 
bit of singing, have in the 
past together and Paul just 
thought it would be nice. 
He represents the men 
singers but we represent 
the women singers. And 
that’s not been done before 
at the bar, other than our 
show,” Weber said.

All three of the women 
have been performing 
country music for decades. 
They’ll be joined on stage 
by Paul, Paul and Susan’s 
brother Mike Weber on 
pedal steel guitar, and Dan 
Howlett on fiddle.

The ladies each have 
their own particular brand 
of music, so they’ll play in-
dividually and as a group.

“We do some harmonies 
together, do some duets 
and it’s just a nice mix. Al-
most every female country 
artist can be represented by 
us in some way. We can do 
all of their work, so that’s 
what we like to give. And 
it’s just a fun day. The feel 
in the room is just so nice 
because we’re friends and 
we appreciate each other’s 
talent. It’s just a good day,” 
Weber said.

Some of the songs people 
can expect to hear include 
Keith Whitley’s ‘When You 
Say Nothing At All’ and the 
Dixie Chicks’ ‘Traveling 
Soldier.’

She says a true passion 
for country music is what 
makes the concert so spe-
cial for her.

“When you get to per-
form with other talented 
people and mix your voices 
it’s just a joy of a love of 
what we do, and it’ll be 
passed on to the crowd,” 
Weber said.

She says they’ll be taking 
requests from the audience 
as well.

Born into a musical fam-
ily, the Webers grew up 
with an appreciation for 
old-fashioned country.

“Our dad was Smoky 
Weber. We were raised with 
country music. I started 
when I was seven years old 
with my little lap guitar, 
just singing for my own 
enjoyment. When I was 11 
years old I joined my dad’s 
family band, which was 
the Smoky Mountain Boys, 
but when I came along it 
became the Smoky Moun-
taineers. I’ve played right 
through the raising of my 
family. I was pregnant on 
stage four times and vowed 
to never do that again,” We-
ber says with a laugh.

She had retired from 
music because her dad 
was getting older, but then 
when her brother Paul 
bought the tavern they 
came out of retirement to 
play a few nights there. She 
notes that as one of her ca-
reer highlights.

“I’ve had so many high-
lights because we just have 

had such good times. I’ve 
done weddings, I’ve done 
funerals. Life is a high-
light,” Weber said,

She also got to perform 
on stage in Branson, Mis-
souri this past November, 
while on a bus trip. 

This Ladies of Country 
Music show is a perfect 
opportunity to showcase 
the dying art of traditional 
country music. She says it’s 
important for people to get 
a chance to see them per-
form this music, alive and 
well at the hotel.

It’s also worth noting 
that female country sing-
ers weren’t really valued 
as much as the men in the 
past, when in fact they’re a 
prominent factor in coun-
try music.

She says for those unfa-
miliar with the Sunday af-
ternoon shows, they have a 
different atmosphere than 
other nights at the venue.

“It’s just a feeling that 
people want to experience. 
You can feel the energy in 
the room, you can feel the 
spirit in the room. It’s just 
you want to be there,” We-
ber said.

For Murray, this show 
is a great combination of 
female and male musical 
talent that she’s looking 
forward to being a part of 
again.

“Just playing with great 
people, it just makes it fun, 
there’s no pressure. It’s 
for the love of the music. I 
retired five years ago and 
I live for my music now,” 
Murray said.

As the youngest of six 
children, her whole fam-
ily’s been musical at one 
time or another. There 

used to be three separate 
bands out of the six chil-
dren. She says she always 
loved all music but her 
roots are in the old country.

“We call our kitchen 
table our magic table be-
cause there’s music, boy if 
it could only talk,” Murray 
said.

She’s a big Willie Nelson 
fan and says if it wasn’t 
for Patsy Cline and Linda 
Ronstadt she probably 
wouldn’t be a singer. 

Her hope is simple: that 
the audience will love what 
they hear.

“I used to do gospel, 
they cried a lot. I guess 
that was a good sign. But I 

don’t want them to cry this 
time,” Murray said with a 
laugh.

“I just hope they enjoy 
themselves as much as we 
do because we do enjoy do-
ing it for them.”

She notes they don’t 
rehearse for the concert, 
making it a true jam ses-
sion.

Guse is no stranger to 
the Commercial’s stage. 
As the main singer in The 
Western Swing Authority 
she performs at the Mary-
hill venue a couple times a 
month.

“Anytime we play there 
with the band or with Paul 
it really does feel like we’re 

Stacey Lee Guse will hit the stage in Maryhill next weekend with Susan Weber and Linda 
Murray for The Ladies of Country Music show.

getting together in some-
body’s living room and 
having a good time. It’s ac-
tually a really low-key situ-
ation. They actually bring 
another stage out and we 
all sit on stools and it really 
feels like almost a kitchen 
party or someone’s living 
room. It’s just a really neat 
opportunity to sing songs 
we don’t get a chance to 
sing together,” Guse said.

She’s also a session 
vocalist, singing backup 
vocals and radio jingles. 
She toured with Canadian 
country artists Jason Mc-
Coy and Jason Blaine. 

She also was a part of the 
country band Lace, which 
she credits as her introduc-
tion to the music business.

“It was a really, really 
awesome experience. We 
were down in LA. We 
worked with David Foster. 
We did a whole whack of 
really just insanely cool 
things in a very short pe-
riod of time,” Guse said.

Audiences can expect 
some traditional songs 
from her, but she’ll likely 
bring out a couple from 
some newer artists she en-
joys like Kacey Musgraves 
and Leanne Wilburn.

“It’s going to be a really 
laid back afternoon full of 
music, lots of laughs, lots 
of joking, just a real inti-
mate concert setting. It’s 
just really celebrating what 
women bring to country 
music,” Guse said.

The show runs Mar. 13, 
3 p.m., at the Commercial 
Tavern. Tickets are $10 and 
are available at the door. 
For information, call 519-
648-3644 or go online to 
www.commercialtavern.ca.

Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca

Dr. Rebecca 
CannonB.A., N.D.

69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | 519-669-2405

www.elmiranaturopath.com

NOW OFFERING:

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

• Hair Analysis
• Hormone Testing

• Allergy Testing
• Cholesterol Testing

• Glucose Testing

Quality care
available for 
all ages and 
all health
conditions.

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

Construction or
Industrial Millwrights

2nd & 3rd Year Apprentices

Millwright Leadhands

Assets:
  

 

 

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

   

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their 

interest but only those considered 
will be contacted.

• Arc Welding
• Blueprint Reading
• Agricultural background
• Leadership Ability
• Must be able to pass CWB Welding Test 

SMAW all position

3-4 Years Experience

CONTINUED 
ON PG. 20100% 

LOCAL

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

#1NEWS 
SOURCE

IN THE REGION

HELP WANTED

Millwright
EFS-plastics Inc. is offering an exciting full 
time opportunity for a Millwright. Our fast 
growing business is located in Listowel, ON. 
As a market leader in post-consumer plastic 
recycling, we are continuously developing 
and expanding new processing systems. 

As part of our maintenance team, you will 
be working closely with Engineering and 
Production. You need to be self-driven and 
able to handle stressful situations. As a 
millwright you will be dealing with:

• Plastic Bulk conveying
• Plastics processing
• Automation and Controls
• Hydraulics and Pneumatics
• Water flow and Heat transfer 

applications

Requirements:
• Certified Millwright
• 5 year experience in equipment 

maintenance
• Work in a team environment
• Highly motivated
• Ability to plan and organize work 

independently
• G license

Qualified candidates are encouraged to 
send their resume to jobs@efs-plastics.ca 

or Fax: 519-418-3378

HELP WANTED

Elmira Office seeking organized, focused 
individual for 12 month contract position, 
with possibility of permanent employment. 
Office experience, computer proficiency and 

positive attitude required. 
Please send cover letter, 

salary expectations and resume to 
elmiraofficeposition@gmail.com.

Thank you to all applicants, only those with 
appropriate experience will be contacted. 

Full-time position available for production of light-gauge 
metal flashings and other building materials. An individual 
who can give attention to details and precise workmanship 
would be well suited for this position. A background in 
frame building construction would be an asset.

Apply in person to: 7806 Sixth Line, Drayton
or contact us at: 519-638-2746 ext 1, or 

sales@macoenterprises.ca.

HELP WANTED
OK Tire in Elmira is a growing company 
looking to add a full time tire installa-
tion person to work in our shop install-
ing passenger and light truck tires. We 
are looking for someone who is hard 
working and able to work well within a 
team environment. Experience an asset 
but not necessary. Benefit package. 

Please drop off resumé to:

ATTN: ROB BOWMAN
35 Howard Ave., Elmira

EMAIL: rbowman@oktireelmira.com

Tire Technician

HELP WANTED

Light Assembly/Packaging Person
Required to work on two shifts installing weld 

nuts and packaging small to medium sized metal 
stampings. Good hand coordination is required.

Send Resume to:
B&L Metal Products (Elmira) Ltd.

7 Industrial Dr., P.O. Box 6
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z5 or
blmetal@blmetal.com

HELP WANTED

Now hiring full-time  
Retail Supervisor at our 
Orchard Market Store

Successful applicant will have leadership 
qualities and retail experience. Provide friendly 

customer service and be available Saturdays.

Please send resume to: 
hr@martinsapples.com  

or  
1420 Lobsinger Line, RR #1,  

Waterloo, ON, N2J 4G8.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

ELMIRA HIGH SCHOOL Caf-
eteria looking for positive, 
energetic individual to join 
our team. No evenings 
or weekends, experience 
an asset. Please forward 
resume to spencer-lor-
raine@aramark.ca

FULL-TIME POSITION AVAIL-
ABLE at local poultry farm. 
Some weekend shifts and 
early morning starts. Send 
resume by fax 519-664-3491 
or email: staff@freyshatch-
ery.com or call Marty 519-
897-3209 for more info.

HELP WANTED AT Schnurr’s 
Grocery, Linwood. Will 
consider full time or part 
time applications. Call 519-
698-2370.

P A R T-T I M E / S E A S O N A L 
OPENING AT local chick 
hatchery. Some early 
morning starts and heavy 
lifting required. For more 
info call Marty 519-897-3209 
or fax resume to: 519-
664-3491 or email: staff@
freyshatchery.com

WORK 
WANTED

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE. ARE 
you wanting to stay in your 
home but need help? I will 
do your laundry, prepare 
light meals, clean your home 
and take you to appoint-
ments. Call 519-206-0225.

WORK 
WANTED

EXPERIENCED CLEANING 
LADY available in Elmira 
and surrounding area. Call 
Cynthia 519-498-9207.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treatment 
of specific health conditions 
or wellness maintenance. 
KEVIN BARTLEY, Professional 
Bowenwork Practitioner, 
Clock Tower Wellness Centre, 
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
519-669-0112. Every Body is 
Better with Bowen!

FOR SALE

MARCH SALE AT Countryside 
Fabrics & Books starting 
Mar. 2nd Wed. Ends: Mar. 
30th Wed. Open Mon., 
Wed. & Fri. 8:00 a.m.- 5:00 
p.m. 10% off on fabrics and 
sewing supplies. 5% off on 
books, stationery etc. Loca-
tion: 7418 Rd. 116, Route 1, 
Linwood, On.

SOFTNER SALT - 20kg bags, 
minimum 25 bags, skid 
lots of 56. Delivered in St. 
Jacobs, St. Clements, Elmira 
& Linwood areas. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.
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AUCTIONS

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED | AUCTIONS | PUBLIC NOTICES

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION SALE
205 Mohawk Ave in Waterloo near Westmount and Erb area for  

the Reynolds estate

SATURDAY MARCH 12 AT 10:00 AM
ANTIQUES AND COLLECTABLES: French provincial dining room 
suite (table 3 leaves 6 chairs, large china cabinet, buffet); 2 world 
globe liquor stands; parlour tables; 4pc bedroom suite (double bed with 
bookcase headboard, chest of drawers, dresser, night table); Singer 
portable sewing machine; horse lamp; drums and bongos; autoharp; 
brass horn; secretary desk; 3 pc bedroom suite (double bed with 
bookcase headboard, dresser, chest of drawers) cedar chest; variety 
of 2 door bookshelves; curio cabinet; giraffe collection; magazine 
stand; steamer trunk; record players; drop leaf table; wooden handle 
golf clubs; quantity of games from 60’s; doll crib; doll stroller; brass 
pieces; old lamps; quilts; arm chairs; quantity of hardcover books 
including Golden books; Bobsy twin; Hardy boys, dog stories; American 
Log toys and American brick toys; variety of oil paintings from the 60’s 
including: Ali Prandi of Italy rare; large framed tapestry; native Indian 
drum sets; old records; cameras; binoculars; posters; womens vintage 
fine dresses; vintage purses, gloves, hats and Biltmore box; Chinese 
ornaments; Canadian wood carvings; Western collectables including; 
building sets; old tins; glasses; jars; bottles; etc.; early 1900 post 
cards; calendars; travel maps from 50’s and 60’s; older glass and china 
including crystal; dinner sets; Roger Bros flatware; Bestwick horses; 
silver and pewter pieces; Pyrex; and many other items.
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS; WEST Germany grandfather clock; Gibbard 
bedroom suite (4poster queen bed, chest of drawers, dresser, 2 night 
tables, dressing mirror); maple chest of drawers; maple side table; tri 
pod; Bushnell telescope; desk and chair; arm chair and ottoman; coffee 
and end tables; Shumaker apartment size piano and bench; office chair; 
flat screen TV and stand; 3 pc bedroom suite; living room sofa; chairs; 
solid brass lamps; writing desk; bookcases; brass floor lamps; oak 
kitchen table with 4 cane back chairs; curio cabinet; Spanish Vernacular 
wood writing curio with matching accent table and leather chair; plastic 
totes; quantity of kitchenware; Tupperware; bedding; linens; etc.
NOTE: QUALITY auction, full of interesting items, and clean quality 
top of the line furniture, in case of inclement weather, auction will be 
held inside the house.

Of
Log house on 2 acre country property, 

household goods, antiques and 
miscellaneous items, to be held at 

3253 Ament Line, Wellesley Twp. (east off 
Herrgott Rd, 1 mile east of Hawkesville) for 

Ron Hackett, on

SATURDAY MARCH 19TH @ 10:00 A.M.

HOUSE: CONSISTING of a 28 year old 2 
storey log house with attached 2 car garage 
with second floor living space, as well as 
large front and rear porches, nicely located 
on a 2 acre (more or less) wooded lot which 
includes many hard maples. House has new 
steel roof, 4 bedrooms (includes master with 
ensuite), quaint kitchen overlooking back 
yard, bathroom, washroom, dining, sitting & 
living rooms, pine trim, good flooring – approx. 
2350 sq. ft. of living space. Walkout basement. 
NOTE – A unique property featuring a well 
maintained log house and a private wooded 
backyard. 5 minutes to Waterloo. See  
www.auctionsfind.com/gerber for photos & 
terms. TO VIEW: Attend open houses February 
27th or March 5th 1-4pm or call 226-422-2187.

AUCTIONEERS:
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE

AUCTIONEERS:
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of 

20 military helmets, military collectibles, 
antiques, household effects and 

miscellaneous items, to be Held at the 
K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd.  
2 miles south of Wellesley, for The  

Bill Mayer Estate - Hampstead,
The Carol Robinson Estate - St. Jacobs and 

Elmer & Dorothy Lantz of Wellesley, on

SATURDAY, MARCH 12TH @ 10:00 A.M.

MILITARY: 20 military helmets, majority 
WW1 German (Prussian/Bavarian) – includes 
2 metal helmets with lobster tails, German 
dragoon officers parade helmet c/w black 
horse hair plume, rare early 1900’s Canadian 
brass King’s Crown helmet from 25th Brant 
dragoon c/w red horse hair plume) plus many 
more rare finds!! German saw back bayonet. 
Knives in sheaths. 7 sword canes (various 
lengths & styles – some showing intricate 
detail). 3 swagger sticks. German Waffen 
SS dining hall bowl. Assorted military books. 
Medical field kit, plus other interesting items. 
Note – Also note that military items will be 
sold approx. 12:00 noon. ANTIQUES: Buffet. 
Bookcase. Chest of drawers with teardrop 
pulls. Press back rocker. Fancy small tables. 
Victorian upholstered chair. Flat top trunk. 
Singer treadle sewing machine. Sewing 
chest. Graniteware. Cookie cutters. Old keys. 
Magazine rack. Jewelry chest. Accordion. 
Old quilt. Brantford Canada signed jug. 
Peter Etril Snyder prints. LP’s. Large Popeye 
doll. Art work. Books. Early farm machinery 
catalogue. 4 quill boxes. Silverplate. Fancy 
linen. Fancy marbles. Butter paddles 
& presses. Kitchen collectibles. Berlin 
cigar boxes. Coke tray. Trivets. Beaded 
purses. Carvings. Shaker boxes. Portable 
gramophone. Coverlets. Royal Albert 
“Remember Me” 12 pl. setting china plus 
many extras. Royal Albert “Old Country 
Rose” 8 pl. setting china plus extras. Meakin 
“Classic White” set of china. Johnson 
Bros. set of china. 32 Royal Doultons (see 
web for details). Variety of china & glass. 
HOUSEHOLD: Kenmore fridge – good. La-
Z-Boy reclining leather sofa (burgundy). 
Malcolm 5pc. queen bedroom suite. Krug 
table & 4 chairs. Krug corner china cabinet. 
Cedar chests. Glider rocker. Singer knitting 
machine with ribber attachment. New 
patio set, etc. MISC. ITEMS: Camping 
related (Coleman lantern, Coleman queen 
air mattress, battery operated “Aerobed”, 
portable ground pad, propane tent heater, 4 
man tent). 4 snowmobile helmets. Few hand 
& garden tools. 
NOTE – See www.auctionsfind.com/gerber 
for photos & complete list. Terms – Cash, debit 
or cheque with I.D. 10% buyer’s premium.

AUCTIONS

AUCTIONS

Re/Max Twin City Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Toni Reiner
Broker

Charlie Reiner
Sales Representative

83 Erb St. W., Waterloo | DIRECT: 519-404-1114 | Website: kwhomesales.com

$799,000

NEW PRICE

COUNTRY LIVING CLOSE TO WATERLOO! 
Custom 3,600 sq ft 5 bedroom, 5 bath on 0.96 Acre overlooking 
Conestogo River. High quality materials including hardwood floors, 
marble & slate tile. “Homestead” Kitchen w/granite countertops. 
Great Rm features stunning natural stone floor-to-ceiling gas 
fireplace. Professionally finished lower level. MLS# 30502001

REAL ESTATE LISTING

FOR SALE

SPRING SALE - Hillcrest 
Home Baking 519-669-1381. 
March 8 to 19. 10% off all 
fabrics; 15% off 108” to 110” 
wide back quilt linings; 50% 
off selected fabrics; 10% off 
tablecloths, all underwear, 
hosiery, and quilt batts. 
10% off toys and books; 10% 
off dish sets if you order 
between March 8 & March 31. 
Clearance - small boys coats 
size mini to 21/2 $20 - $30. 
Lots of Old Order Directories 
left. New 2016 Old Orders 
of Waterloo County Maps 
in now.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Trac-
tors, skid steers, combine, 
machinery, feed, household 
effects and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 7368 - 
8th Line of Mapleton Twp. 
(4 miles northwest of Flo-
radale or 6 miles southeast 
of Drayton, for Gladys & The 
Late Lorne Martin and Sons, 
on Saturday, March 5th @ 
9:30 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

SUNDAY AUCTION AT 2 p.m. 
March 6th, 16 Mill St. E., 
Elora, Ont. Antique - Shop. 
Furniture, glass, china, oil 
lamps & parts, records, 
paper - lots of items. Auc-
tioneer Brian Hill Since 1967.

AUCTIONS

WED. MARCH 30 at 10:00 
AM Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; antiques; house-
hold effects; miscellaneous 
items; to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for Marj Green 
and Art Wilder with addi-
tions. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
519-656-3555. www.jantzi-
auctions.com

AUCTIONS

FRIDAY APRIL 8 at 5:00 PM 
- Toy auction of tractor trail-
ers; farm toys; precision; 
collector cars; banks; and 
other collectables. Watch 
our website for a full list 
and pictures for the collec-
tion of the Raymond Hogg 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM 
EQUIPMENT

JOHN DEERE TRACTORS 
and bobcat S300 for rent. 
45 - 150 hp. Rent by day, 
week or mos. Great rates. 
519-591-1274.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice salt 
comes in 20 & 40kg’s, Ice 
melt comes in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD YOUR 
source of quality slabwood 
and seasoned bodywood. 
All prices include delivery. 
No Sunday calls please. 519-
656-2057.

WANTED

CASH FOR OLD watches, 
jewellery, all gold and silver, 
coins, military, toys, records. 
Call Terry 519-242-6900. gal-
lamore@golden.net

PROFESSIONAL COUPLE 
LOOKING for home to rent/
lease for two years in Wool-
wich Township area (town or 
countryside). Looking for a 
2-3 bedroom, ranch bungalow 
with fenced backyard that is 
“pet-friendly” as we have two 
well-behaved, well-trained 
dogs. Need to be closer to 
work in Elmira. April move-in 
date. Please contact us via 
Email at bear10569@hotmail.
com and we will respond in 
kind. Thank you.

RENTALS

WANTED TO RENT: Looking 
to rent single room, Elmira 
area. Call Jim, 519-669-5981, 
leave message.

REAL ESTATE

LISTOWEL AREA DAIRY, 100 
acre (72w) 40 ties (1987) 
20kgs quota, 2 harvestors, 
additional 50 acre with build-
ings available. 519-291-1835.

AUCTIONS

FRI. MARCH 11 at 5:00 PM 
- Toy auction of farm toys; 
tractor trailers; collector 
banks; literature; and mem-
orabilia to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for the estate 
of Raymond Hogg. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF 20 military 
helmets, military collectibles, 
antiques, household effects 
and miscellaneous items, to 
be held at the K.W. Khaki Club, 
2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley, for The Bill Mayer 
Estate Hamstead, The Carol 
Robinson Estate - St. Jacobs 
and Elmer & Dorothy Lantz of 
Wellesley, on Saturday, March 
12th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

SAT. MARCH 12 at 10:00 
AM - Clearing auction sale 
of car; household effects’ 
antiques; collectables’ lawn 
and garden equipment; 
tools; miscellaneous items 
to be held at 205 Mohawk 
Ave in Waterloo (Erb and 
Westmount area) for the 
Reynolds estate. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. MARCH 16 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of fur-
niture; antiques; tools; miscel-
laneous items and household 
effects to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre in 
St. Jacob’s for an area estate 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555. www.
jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

WED. MARCH 16 at 10:00 
AM - Clearing auction sale 
of furniture; antiques; 
tools; miscellaneous items 
and household effects to 
be held at the St. Jacob’s 
Community Centre in St. 
Jacob’s for an area estate 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF Log house 
on 2 acre country property, 
household goods, antiques 
and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at 3253 Ament 
Line, Wellesley Twp. (east 
off Herrgott Rd, 1 mile east 
of Hawkesville) for Ron 
Hackett, on Saturday March 
19th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

FARM PROPERTY AUCTIONS 
Of 3 centrally located farms 
(Lot 1 Con. 7, Pt. Lot 2 Con. 7 
& 4551 Rd. 119) 2 miles north 
of Stratford (auction to be 
held at 4550 Rd. 119) for 
Schlegelhome Farms Inc., 
on Thursday, March 24th @ 
1:00 p.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

AUCTION SALE OF 15 ton 
boom truck, 4 pickup trucks, 
trailers, mini excavator, skid 
steer, advance/four season 
forms, plus items related 
to the concrete business, to 
be held at 7305 Wellington 
County Rd. 7 Mapleton Twp. 
(1 mile northwest of Alma), 
for Stewart Smith Construc-
tion Ltd., on Saturday, March 
26th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 
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AUCTION LISTINGS!
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GO AHEAD, 
MAKE THEIR DAY.

PLACE A FAMILY ALBUM NOTICE!
Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

FAMILY ALBUM

STAG & DOE BIRTHDAY

DEATH NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 
NOTICE OF HEARING

On March 21, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. the Committee will meet to consider the following applications. 
All persons interested in the applications may attend and may contact Nancy Thompson regarding 
meeting details or visit the Township Webpage – News and Events – Current Public Notices.

The Committee will also consider submissions for or against the applications if submitted to the Township 
of Woolwich no later than 5:00 p.m. on March 15, 2016. Submissions can be forwarded to Jeremy Vink at 
the address noted at the top of this page, by email jvink@woolwich.ca or by fax 519-669-4669.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 3/2016 – 1648317 Ontario Limited, 50 Kraft Drive, German Company 
Tract Part Lot 71
The applicant is requesting permission to recognize the existing undersized parcel with a reduced 
lot area of approximately 11.8 hectares whereas 40 hectares is required in accordance with the 
Agricultural (A) zone. The property is zoned Agricultural (A) and contains a single detached dwelling.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 4/2016 – 953488 Ontario Limited, 25 Industrial Drive, Elmira, Plan 
1330 Lots 105 and 106
The applicant is requesting relief from the Service Industrial (M-5) and site specific (Section 26.1.131) 
zoning requirements as they apply to this property in order to allow a pet food store as a permitted use 
similar to other permitted neighbourhood commercial uses. The property is zoned Service Industrial 
(M-5) with site specific provisions and contains a multi-tenant building.

Notice of Public Meeting Township of Woolwich 
Remediation Advisory Committee (RAC)

Thursday, March 10, 2016 
Council Chambers, 2nd Floor 

Administration Building, 24 Church Street West, Elmira
3:00 p.m. Public Meeting

Cassandra Grant  
& Shane Parker

Saturday March 12, 2016 at Lions Hall.
40 South St. W. Elmira 8pm-1am

DJ, games, food and fun!

Stag and Doe for

Tickets available at the door. $10 each.

Happy 16th Birthday
Dannah Bax!

We hope you have a wonderful year.  
Drive Canny!

Love Mom, Dad, Charly and Friday xoxoxo

Bearinger, Ida
Passed away peacefully at Countryview 
Retirement Residence, RR 3, Listowel, 
on Monday, February 29, 2016, at the 
age of 92 years. Ida (Martin) Bearinger 
was the beloved wife of the late Ivan 
Bearinger (2014). Dear mother of Merle 
Bearinger, Marie and Floyd Horst, 
Leonard and Dorothy Bearinger. Lov-
ing grandmother of 10 grandchildren 
and 19 great-grandchildren. Fondly 
remembered by son-in-law David 
Brubacher and his wife Shirley, and 
step-sister-in-law Annie Martin. Pre-
deceased by her parents Josiah and 
Susanna (Bauman) Martin, daughter 
Grace Brubacher, brothers Amzi and 
Barbara Martin, Aden and Rebecca 
Martin, Moses and Hannah Martin, 
step-brothers Jacob and Marjorie 
Martin, Henry Martin, and David and 
Donna Martin. Visitation took place 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira, on Wednesday, 
March 2, 2016 from 1-4 and 6-9 p.m. 
Family service was held in the Funeral 
Home Chapel on Thursday, March 3, 
2016 at 9 a.m. then to Montrose Men-
nonite Meeting House for interment 
and public service.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Burgess, Theron Woodworth ‘Bud’
Passed away peacefully on Wednesday, 
February 24, 2016 at Barnswallow 
Place, Elmira, in his 90th year. Bud, 
formerly of West Montrose, was the 
beloved husband of the late Jean (Skel-
ton) Burgess (2001). Loving father of 
Ralph and Audrey of Calgary, Alberta, 
Sue and Ron Emery of Elmira, Les 
and Sheree of Duntroon, Linda and 
Doug Mills of Wheatley, and Melanie 
and Bob Wiens of Waterloo. Cherished 
grandfather of 12 grandchildren and 
13 great-grandchildren (with another 
one on the way). Bud will be lovingly 
remembered by his sisters Minnie Di-
mock and Phyllis Harvey both of Nova 
Scotia. Predeceased by his parents 
Ralph and Dorothy (Woodworth) Bur-
gess, brothers Milton, Lewis and Ken, 
and sisters Patricia Turcotte and Judy 
Dykens. Bud was born in Nova Scotia 
and moved to Northern Ontario as a 
young man. He has resided in Southern 
Ontario for the past 45 years. Funeral 
service will be held at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., El-
mira on Saturday, April 9, 2016 with 
interment in Elmira Union Cemetery 
and reception at the funeral home to 
follow. In Bud’s memory, donations 
to the Alzheimer Society would be ap-
preciated as expressions of sympathy. 
The family would like to thank the staff 
at Barnswallow Place for the excellent 
care and compassion shown to our Dad 
over the past almost three years.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY OBITUARY

FREY, MANASSA M. - Passed 
away at St. Mary’s General 
Hospital, Kitchener, on 
Sunday, February 28, 2016, 
at the age of 98 years. 
Manassa Frey, of RR 4, 
Elmira.

JANZEN, EMILY (NEE 
Drexler) - 1914 - 2016 Passed 
away peacefully on Sunday, 
February 28, 2016 in her 
102nd year, at Cambridge 
Country Manor. 

MARTIN, HENRY M. - 
Passed away peacefully on 
Wednesday, February 24, 
2016, at home, RR 1, St. Cle-
ments, in his 85th year. 

NEW DEADLINE 
FOR 

FAMILY ALBUM
IS TUESDAYS BY NOON FOR 

THURSDAY PUBLICATION

a family doctor and much 
more. 

For $10, guests get to 
experience the theatrical 
styling of Crossing Borders, 
a dance and drama group 
that travels the region with 
their multimedia perfor-
mances, enabling newcom-
ers to Canada, along with 
local residents, to share 
their stories while “working 
towards more inclusive en-
vironments.”

There will also be musical 
performances from EDSS 
art students and magic 
tricks, coming from stu-
dents in the school’s drama 
department. 

“It will be a lot of fun,” 
said Cassandra Tuffnail, 
one of the event’s organiz-

ers and member of the 
youth club. “We just want 
people to come out and 
support and welcome these 
refugees into our commu-
nity, and of course, it will be 
fun. We have some treats, so 
you can enjoy some home 
baking and local talent.”

Supervising teacher Erin 
Thaler says it has been great 
watching the students put 
together this event, mostly 
on their own and with mini-
mal guidance from staff.

“We try to be as hands off 
as possible, and really let 
them figure out what the 
things are that are involved 
in putting together a night 
like this. That is one of those 
enduring things that they 
will take beyond, even high 
school. How do you organize 

and how do you get people 
together and delegate tasks 
and work together for a good 
cause,” she said. 

Bax agreed, adding that 
the project brings students 
closer together, as well.

“It builds teamwork and 
a lot of students’ leadership 
qualities, and strengthens 
the relationships between 
students. It also teaches stu-
dents a lot of different skills 
like public speaking with 
our two emcees. The tech 
crew can use this as practice 
for the plays they put on at 
the school,” she said.

The event starts at 6 p.m. 
on Mar. 8 at EDSS. Tickets 
can be purchased at the 
door for $10 and tax receipts 
will be available for dona-
tions above $20.

CAFÉ FOR CHANGE: EDSS event set for Mar. 8 
FROM | 3

talk,” she said.
Even though the topics 

up for discussion are geared 
towards adult farmers, 
Wagner says it is important 
for children to understand 
the dangers that can come 

along with farm life, espe-
cially with changing regu-
lations and standards. To 
keep the kids entertained, 
there will be door prizes 
donated from local busi-
nesses, along with juice and 
cookies to snack on. 

The Spring Farm Safety 
Rally starts at 7:30 p.m. on 
Mar. 8, and runs until 9 p.m. 
at the St. Jacobs commu-
nity centre.

For more information on 
the event, contact Wagner 
at 519-664-3794, ext. 237.

FARM RALLY: Information geared to the family
FROM | 3

REMEMBER 
YOUR LOVED 

ONES IN 
THE OBSERVER.
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

HOME EVALUATIONHOME EVALUATIONFREEFREEFREECall today 
and book a
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Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Linwood - Beautifully located in the family friendly Village of 
Linwood - Only 15 minutes from Waterloo on a large lot. This 4 
level home is equipped with 4 bedrooms, large principal 
rooms, sep dining room, 4 separate walk outs to the back 
yard, backing on green space, Master bedroom with ensuite. 
Large double garage with concrete driveway. MLS 30510424.

COUNTRY SETTING

$459,000$459,000$459,000

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Drayton - Just move in to this freshly painted 4 year old 
home. Ideal layout with the open concept main floor, double 
car garage, oversized master bedroom with ensuite as well as 
walk in closet and an untouched basement ready for your 
personal touch. MLS.

BACKING ON TO GREENSPACE

$299,900$299,900$299,900

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Elmira - End unit town home with a walk out from the dining 
room to a 10x12 deck in a larger than expected partially fenced 
back yard. With it's many updates, this 2 bedroom home is 
perfect for a first time buyer, someone downsizing, or even an 
investment property. MLS.

FIRST TIME HOME BUYERS!

$269,000$269,000$269,000

Ready to Sell? Give Us a Call!
BACKING ON TO GREENSPACE

Ready to Sell? Give Us a Call!
OPEN HOUSE Sat., March 5th, 1-3pm

60 Maple St., Drayton

FIRST TIME HOME BUYERS!

Ready to Sell? Give Us a Call!Ready to Sell? Give Us a Call!
OPEN HOUSE Sun., Mar. 6th, 1-3pm

13 Centre St. #4, Elmira

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

Your referrals are appreciated!

FREE Market Evaluation

Do you need more living space?
Are you ready to downsize?
Are you a first-time buyer?

efer

Call Me for ALL Your Real Estate Needs!
I Have Buyers Looking for Homes!I Have Buyers Looking for Homes!

FREE

Call for details:
519-503-2753

HOME
EVALUATION

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

SPRING IS AROUND THE CORNER. WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH?
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR NO OBLIGATION HOME MARKET ANALYSIS.

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4

519-669-3192
www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

Shanna
Rozema

BROKERBROKER

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Shanna

WOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

OPEN HOUSE | SAT, MAR 5TH & SUN, MAR 6TH • 1-3PM • 162 RIDGEVIEW DR., DRAYTON (Model)

STARTING FROM $337,900 
ONLY 2 UNITS LEFT!
Don’t miss out on this 1424 sq.ft luxury town 
home design, 9' ceilings, gorgeous kitchen, 
double garage, A/C, FP & builder additional 
bonus. Call for details. EXCLUSIVE.

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519.669.8629

HECKENDORN

Res:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.669.8629

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

WELL APPOINTED UPSCALE HOME on one of Elmira’s finest, tree –lined streets, 
close to downtown. Lots of natural woodwork and hdwd floors. Stained glass win-
dows and pocket doors. Updated kitchen with oak cabinetry. Formal D.R. Main floor 
family room addition with lots of natural lighting, gas fireplace & walkout to a deck 
(overlooking a professionally landscaped lot). Addition includes a full bsmt with 
lots of potential for a lge. rec. room. Main flr. 3 pc. bath. Spacious master bdrm. w/
ensuite bath, walkin closet & w/o to upper deck. Upper level office + option of 4 
bdrms. Walkup, floored attic. NEW MLS.

$539,900

PARK AVE. W., ELMIRA Sunday, March 6th | 2-4pm
11 Park Ave. W., ElmiraOPEN HOUSE

BUYING? SELLING? 
OR JUST LOOKING?
WE HAVE THE FRESHEST 
LISTINGS IN THE MARKET.

SELLING 
YOUR HOME?
ADVERTISE IT IN CANADA’S 

BEST COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
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BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

•Ratches, Hooks, Straps, Webbing etc.
•Canvas, Vinyl, Polyester, Acrylic Fabrics

519.595.4830
6376 Perth Rd. 121

Poole, ON

General
Repairs

Boat Covers | Air Conditioner Covers | Small Tarps
Storage Covers | BBQ Covers | Awnings & Canopies

Replacement Gazebo Tops | Golf Cart Enclosures & Covers

6376 Perth Rd. 121
Poole, ON

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

 M-W: 8-6, T-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art 
Sharpening Machine

per pair
$4.99

5th pair FREE.

While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!While you wait!
State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art State of the Art 
Sharpening MachineSharpening Machine

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com



24 | CLASSIFIED THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 2016

SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

Lawn Maintenance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

Leaf Clean-up and Removal | Soil & Mulch Delivery & 
Installation | Snow Clearing & Removal | Ice Control

27 Brookemead, St, Elmira 
P:  519-669-1188 | F: 519-669-9369

kdetweiler@rogers.com

Snow Clearing & Removal Snow Clearing & Removal | | 

KEVIN 
DETWEILER 
OWNER-OPERATOR

Lawn MainLawn Mainttenance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  
Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs Flower Bed Maintenance Programs 

enance Programs  enance Programs  | Spring Clean-up  Spring Clean-up  Spring Clean-up  Lawn MainLawn MainLawn MainLawn Mainttenance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  enance Programs  

Outdoor          Services

> Commercial & 
 Residential  
> Fully Insured 
> WSIB Clearance 
> Senior Discount

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

OUTDOOR SERVICES

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca
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Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca
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LIVING HERE
EDUCATION / INVENTIVENESS ON DISPLAY

First time the charm as St. Clements students take silver in Lego Robotics competition at Skills event

WHITNEY NEILSON

A SILVER MEDAL FOR their 
first time at the regional 
Lego Robotics competition 
isn’t too shabby.

The St. Clement Catholic 
School’s Grade 7/8 Lego 
Robotics team competed at 
the Waterloo Region Tech-
nological Skills Competi-
tion at the end of February, 
coming away with second 
place.

Paige Lipszynski, Kyla 
Hartung, Nate Brideau, 
and Jack Wolf make up the 
team.

They didn’t expect to 
place in the top three, hav-
ing never competed before.

“We didn’t think we’d 
do that great because we 
messed up on two of the 
challenges, just a little bit. 
We didn’t get a perfect 
score on all of them, so we 
thought that we wouldn’t 
do too well. When the third 
place team was called we 
thought that we were out, 
but then when we came 
second we were really joy-
ful,” Paige said.

Each team had to build 
a robot and then program 
it to go through the twists 
and turns of a maze. They 
had to pull a sled and there 
was also a hockey challenge 
where they had to get a 

hockey puck on three dif-
ferent circles. 

The two parts where they 
lost points were with the 
sled and getting the hockey 
puck on one of the circles.

“You had to pull this 
hockey puck around these 
things and in the circles 
and we missed one,” Jack 
explained.

When they turned the 
sled at the end of the maze 

it touched the wall, which 
meant they couldn’t get 
perfect marks.

They had to learn as they 
went and adjust to chang-
ing circumstances.

“If you messed up you 
had to find out what went 
wrong,” Paige said. “When 
they swept the track it 
would be a different power 
speed that you’d be go-
ing at, you’d be going at 

different angles, so every 
time they changed it just a 
little but your robot would 
have to be reprogrammed. 
And then once you got 
judged once, you couldn’t 
get judged again. If you’re 
practicing and it was per-
fect and then you were a 
little bit off when you were 
setting it up it kind of got 
messed up then.”

As for what the biggest 

challenge was, they had a 
couple different answers.

“The right turns and the 
angles,” Kyla said.

“Probably programming 
it to get it right every time,” 
Nate said.

They got together every 
first recess for two weeks to 
practice, Nate added.

“The one day, Paige and 
I, the whole morning, we 
went through everything 

St. Clement Catholic School students Kyla Hartung, Paige Lipszynski, Nate Brideau and Jack Wolf earned a silver medal in Lego Robotics at the Waterloo Region Technological Skills 
Competition.  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Domo arigato, Mr. Roboto

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON
www.leroysautocare.net

Did you know that most transmission 
failures are caused by transmission 
fluid contamination? 
Over time and mileage the fluid will begin to degrade 
causing valves to stick, bearings to wear and can 
eventually lead to a transmission failure. Flushing your 
transmission regularly greatly extends its lifetime and 
can help avoid a major costly breakdown! Talk to one of 
our service advisors today about when the transmission 
fluid flush is recommended on your vehicle! – Jason

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

again. It was the day just 
before the juniors’ turn, so 
two days before ours. And 
we figured out the stuff we 
were having trouble with,” 
Kyla said.

Kyla says one of their 
goals was to do better than 
another team that they 
knew, but in the end their 
rivals ended up beating the 
St. Clement team.

“It was kind of over-
whelming because there 
were so many people there 
and some of the schools 
had multiple teams and we 
just had two. Our team and 
another team. Some had 
three in each group,” Kyla 
said.

They can all agree it was a 
fun day, and a good excuse 
to miss a day of school.

“We just got to all hang 
out and test our skills to the 
max,” Paige said.

Paige and Kyla plan to 
continue Lego Robotics 
next year in Grade 8, while 
Nate and Jack are consider-
ing doing it at the second-
ary school level when they 
head to high school in the 
fall.

“I liked showing how 
even a small school, most 
of the schools have 500 kids 
and we only have 215, show-
ing that a small school can 
win second,” Kyla said. 

Frying up some chicken 
is a real tasty treat

CHEF’S TABLE / DONNA GINGRICH

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

EVERY NOW 
AND THEN I 
make this fried 
chicken and I 
realize I should 
make it more 
frequently. It 

is much better than a certain kind of chicken 
that comes in a barrel or a box – but it does 
remind me of that kind of chicken. Back in 

RECIPE
NOTES

the day, that was a real treat.
This chicken is not deep fried: it is pan 

fried in a generous amount of oil. Allow the 
chicken pieces to drip on paper towels to 
remove some of the oil and ease your con-
science. The cooking is finished in the oven 
and that makes the skin crispy and finger-
licking good!
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Fun, Fabulous
Fashion & Gifts!

fb and me
Boutique

40 Arthur St. S Elmira

TUES & WED 10 - 5:30  |  Thurs 10 - 8  |  FRI 10 - 5:30  |  SAT 10 - 4
519-210-1200

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the pub-
lic. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

519-669-1459  •  www.elmiracommunity.org
Birdland Plaza, 112 Oriole Parkway, Unit 5, Elmira

“Greed”
Sunday, March 6

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, March 6th 9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

“Giving My Resources”
Speaker: Darcy Dueck

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Community:
A Connected Body

Sunday, March 6th

10:45 am

Speaker: David Marsh

building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy  58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Lent 4 Living Ink: An 
Unexpected Twist

Learn to... Make Eater Cheese
March 10 | 7pm – Register @ 

elmiramennonitechurch@golden.net

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

The Book of Revelation
verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter

CALVARY CHAPEL

500 Northfield Dr. West, Waterloo  •  226-234-8384

Sunday Service 3:00 pm
meets at All Saints 
Anglican Church

MARCH 3

DIABETES CONNECTION! SUPPORTING EACH other in 
good health. Drop in on the 2nd Tuesday of every 
month, 6-7 p.m. at Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. Have your diabetes 
questions answered and much more! For more 
information call Tiffany at 519-664-3794 ext. 241. 

MARCH 4

THE KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS Council 8192 are 
sponsoring a Fish Fry at St. Teresa Church Hall, 19 
Flamingo Dr., Elmira. Two sittings: 5 p.m. and 6:30 
p.m. Adults & takeout $15 and children (12 & under) 
$8. Purchase your tickets from the St. Teresa of 
Avila parish office between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. or 
call 519-669-3387. Don’t miss out on this popular 
annual dinner.

CUBA 2016 WORLD DAY of Prayer. 7:30 p.m. at Gale 
Presbyterian Church, 10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. 

HEALTH EDUCATION AT WOOLWICH Community 
Health Centre: Helpful Hints for De-cluttering 
and Hoarding. Free session from 10:15-11:15 a.m. 
Presented by Kim Hodder, hoarding project 
coordinator. For information call 519-664-3794.

THE KIDS 2 KIDS Dance for kids grades 5-8 is a safe and 
fun way to beat the winter blahs. Next DJ’ed dance 
from 7-10 p.m. at the St. Jacobs Lions Hall, 31 Parkside 
Dr., St. Jacobs. Tickets are $5 at the door, doors open 
at 6:30 p.m. Snacks and drinks available for purchase. 
See www.stjacobslions.org for more details.

MARCH 5

BOARD GAMES DAY IN Breslau, 1-11 p.m. Join us at the 
Breslau Community Centre (100 Andover Dr.). New 
people are always welcome. For more information, 
email boardgamers@rogers.com. Admission $4. 
Children under 12 free if accompanied by an adult.

MARCH 7 

BABY FOOD BASICS: 6 months to 7 years. Learn 
how to make and store baby food, what foods are 
good for your baby’s age and stage and more. Join 
registered dietician Robin Hicken for this free session 
at Woolwich Community Health Centre (10 Parkside 
Dr). St. Jacobs; 2-2:30 p.m. For info call 519-664-3794.

MARCH 8

CAFE FOR CHANGE - Diversity, Awareness and Friendship. 
7 p.m. at EDSS. Elmira District Secondary School Youth 
in Action Club in partnership with MCRS (Mennonite 
Coalition for Refugee Support) and Crossing Borders 
performing troupe is hosting a night in support of local 
refugee efforts, awareness of issues and a night of 
making new friends. Cafe for Change is a student driven 
event. Join us for music, song, dance, performing, tea, 
coffee and a few treats. Tickets at the door $10 with 
profits going to local refugee programs and families.

WATERLOO FARM AND HOME Safety Association is 
hosting the annual Spring Farm Safety Rally at the St. 
Jacobs Community Centre at 7:30 p.m. Updates from 
WSPS/farm safety and more, activities, displays, door 
prizes and refreshments will conclude the event. For 
more info please call Heidi 519-664-3794, ext. 237.

MARCH 9

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open at 
11:30 a.m.) Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville Rd., 
St. Jacobs. Cost $11. Community Care Concepts invites 
you to join us for a hot noonday meal, fellowship and 
entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for more info. 

MARCH 10

NEW HORIZONS WELCOMES ALL zoomers, boomers and 
seniors. Enjoy coffee or tea and a delicious snack. Topic: 
Your Library, Your Space, presented by Michele Hopkins, 
supervisor, community outreach for the Region of 
Waterloo Library; $2 per person, 10–11:30 a.m. at the 
Maryhill Community Centre. For more info call Joan 
Haid at 519-648-2742 or email at jehaid@xplorenet.ca. 

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FELLOWSHIP FOR Seniors, 10:30 
a.m., 200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. Show and Tell by 
Evergreen members, Good Mourning coping with grief 
by Heather Tompkins. Music: Pastor Gordon Wright. 
Suggested donation $7/person, includes lunch. For 
more info contact Reta Malloy 519-669-8752.

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon. Breslau Community 
Centre, 100 Andover Dr., Breslau. Cost $6. At noon, 
light lunch and fellowship. Call Community Care 
Concepts at 519-664-1900 or Toll free: 1-855-664-1900.

COMMUNICATION 101: BOOT CAMP for Patients. Do you 
have what it takes to be a good patient? Presented 
by the Waterloo Wellington Self Management 
Program at the Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs from 10-11 a.m. For info call 
1-866-337-3318 or www.wwselfmanagement.ca. 
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ACROSS
1. English exam finale, often
5. To the rear
10. The “N” of U.S.N.A.
15. Advance
16. Hotdogs
17. Ashcroft’s predecessor
18. Moreover
20. Gozo Island is part of it
21. Anger, with “up”
22. ___ and outs
23. Ghoul’s pal
25. “Come in!”
28. Drawn tight
30. “What’s the ___?”
31. Travelled
35. Flash of light
37. Software program, 
briefly
38. Trick taker, often

39. Conceive
42. Altering
45. Trot or canter
48. Cacophony
49. Eminent
50. One who goes for the 
gold?
52. “Stop right there!”
53. Woven hanging
54. Angel’s headwear
56. Paul of “Anchorman”
57. You and I, not them
58. Scottish cap
60. Ghanian monetary unit
61. Breakfast staple
62. 18-wheeler
DOWN
1. “The Lord of the Rings” 
figure
2. Bar order

3. Delhi wrap
4. Hunter’s trophy
5. Cause of inflation?
6. Muck up
7. Soon, to a bard
8. Blue-ribbon position
9. Athletic supporter?
11. OPEC member
12. Parchment
13. Con men?
14. Advanced
16. You and I
19. Reddish-brown dyes
20. Bach composition
23. Soviet prison camp
24. Close to closed
26. “Rambling Wreck From 
Georgia ___”
27. Checking out
29. “To do” list

32. Kind of column
33. Toward one of the goal 
lines
34. Effort
36. Auspices
40. Losing proposition?
41. Catafalque
43. In the year of the Lord, 
in dates
44. “___ Baby Baby” 
(Linda Ronstadt hit)
46. Amazon, e.g.
47. “Don’t give up!”
50. Yours truly
51. By way of, briefly
55. Spartan
59. Sandler of “Big Daddy”
60. “60 Minutes” network

In another bowl, mix 
eggs and milk.

Heat 1/4” of oil in a large 
skillet.

Dip chicken pieces into 
egg and milk mixture, then 
coat generously with flour 
and spice mixture.

Brown chicken on all 
sides, does not have to be 
cooked through.

Drain on paper towels for 
a few minutes.

Fried 
Chicken

 
Batter:
2/3 cup flour
2 Tbsp. cornmeal
2 tsp. salt
2 tsp. dry mustard
2 tsp. paprika
2 tsp. garlic salt
1 tsp. celery salt
1 tsp. black pepper
1/3 tsp. ginger
1/4 tsp. dried thyme
1/4 tsp. dried oregano

4-6 pieces chicken, bone in
Oil for frying
2 eggs
1/2 cup milk

Mix flour, cornmeal and 
spices in a bowl.

CHEF’S TABLE: Frying up a bucket of your own

Place chicken on a bak-
ing sheet and bake, un-
covered at 350º F for 45-55 
minutes or until done. 

Serves 4-6 people.

FROM | 25

Parentese is the language most children learn first, and it can prove helpful

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 
or email donna.atasteofnostal-
gia@gmail.com.

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. Are you ready for the 
SymmyS achievement 
awards ceremony? To 
participate, what do you 
need to excel in? Clue: 
Check out the title of the 
ceremony.
A. Did you notice that 
SymmyS is a “palindrome,” 
or a word or sentence that 
reads the same backward 
and forward, letter for letter, 
like “sex at noon taxes,” says 
Jeff Rubin in “Mental Floss” 
magazine. One palindrome 
competition drew 600 
spectators who signalled 
their approval or disdain 
by holding up signs that 
palindromically read “wow” 

or “huh.” And the “wow” 
winner: “Doc, note: I dis-
sent. A fast never prevents a 
fatness. I diet on cod.”

Master palindromist 
Mark Saltveit has been ed-
iting “The Palindromist” 
magazine for about 15 years, 
noting that palindromes “go 
back to 300 BCE in the Hel-
lenistic era, when Sotakes 
the Obscene invented them 
in the shadow of the great 
Library of Alexandria”; and 
that the winner of an old 
1929 newspaper competi-
tion was “pay on time, emit 
no yap.” Also included are 
special palindrome puz-
zlers and “calculator words” 
created by numbers on an 
upside-down calculator.

On the international 
front, Saltveit is working 
on a palindrome book in 
Spanish with cartoonist Jon 

Agee, author of “Go Hang a 
Salami! I’m a Lasagna Hog!” 
An event in Barcelona is 
largely conducted in Cata-
lan with some Spanish. “I’d 
like to get more foreign lan-
guages in the magazine, but 
we just don’t get that many 
contributions.”

As Rubin notes, Saltveit 
runs a palindrome achieve-
ment awards ceremony 
called the SymmyS.
Q. What language do 
most of us first learn as 
infants, on our way to 
becoming fully commu-
nicative adults?
A. It could be any of the 
world’s 7,000 languages but 
most of us get a social start 
by learning “parentese” 
from Mom and Dad, says 
early childhood learning 
specialist Patricia Kuhl 
in “Scientific American” 

magazine. It’s exaggerated 
talk, you might say, using 
high pitch, slower tempo 
and exaggerated intona-
tion. When given a choice of 
various audio clips, infants 
chose these over other re-
cordings by women speak-
ing to other adults. “The 
high pitched tone seems to 
act as an acoustic hook for 
infants that captures and 
holds their attention.”

Though once criticized 
as counterproductive, 
Kuhl’s studies have shown 
that parentese most likely 
helps infants commit these 
sounds to memory. In fact, 
one year later “these infants 
had learned more than 
twice the number of words 
as those whose parents did 
not use the baby vernacular 
as frequently.”

As Kuhl emphasizes, 

“learning for the infant 
brain is not a passive pro-
cess. Social interaction is 
an essential prerequisite for 
mastering a language.”
Q. Suppose your favorite 
NBA team plays above 
average, with a win rate 
of 0.750, or about three 
games out of every four. 
What’s the probabil-
ity that they will beat 
another 0.750 team? How 
about just an average 
team, a really bad one, or 
a really good one, like the 
Golden State Warriors? 
As fans of the Cleveland 
Cavaliers (whose aver-
age is around 0.750), we 
wanted to know.
A. If two teams of the same 
strength play, each has an 
equal chance of winning. 
So the Cavs facing another 
0.750 team have a 50% 
probability of winning (or 

losing). Facing a lesser op-
ponent pushes the probabil-
ity of winning above 50%, 
while against an average 
team you’d expect to prevail 
at about your overall win 
rate, 0.750. With a stronger 
team, obviously, the prob-
ability drops down.

Estimating the win prob-
ability for other match-ups 
is more difficult. But based 
on a simple mathematical 
model developed by the au-
thors and win-rate data from 
the 2015-2016 NBA season, 
a 0.750 team like the Cavs 
will win only about 27% of 
the time against a 0.900 
team like the Warriors.

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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RELAY FOR LIFE WOOLWICH RELAY FOR LIFE WOOLWICH RELAY FOR LIFE WOOLWICHWOOLWICHRELAY FOR LIFE WOOLWICHWOOLWICHRELAY FOR LIFE WOOLWICH

CANCELLED

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 M-F 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

4DAYS
ONLY!

THURS/FRI 9-9
SATURDAYMARCH 5 9-5
    SUNDAYMARCH 611-5

95¢per sq ft
REG 1.99

BERBER
CARPET

REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99
PLUS FREE 

UNDERPAD!

IN STOCK MADNESS PRICE!

$157per sq ft
REG 3.19

SHAG
CARPET

REG 3.19REG 3.19REG 3.19REG 3.19REG 3.19
PLUS FREE 

UNDERPAD!

IN STOCK MADNESS PRICE!

95¢per sq ft
REG 2.09

13 x 13 or
16 x 16

CERAMIC 
TILE REG 2.09REG 2.09REG 2.09REG 2.09REG 2.09

IN STOCK MADNESS PRICE!

$197per sq ft
REG 3.29

5MM CLICK
LUXURY

VINYL 
PLANKS REG 3.29REG 3.29REG 3.29REG 3.29REG 3.29

IN STOCK MADNESS PRICE!

$297from
per sq ft
REG 4.99

 MADE IN   
CANADA
HARDWOOD REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

IN STOCK MADNESS PRICE!

45¢ $125 $149/SF
MIN 300SF/SF

MIN 300SF
/SF
MIN 300SF

INSTALLATION WITH LIFETIME 
WARRANTY!

HARDWOODLAMINATECARPET

$57each
REG 99.99

5 x 8
AREA 
RUGS REG 99.99REG 99.99REG 99.99REG 99.99REG 99.99

IN STOCK MADNESS PRICE!

IN STOCK

87¢per sq ft
REG 1.99

KRONO
SWISS

LAMINATE REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

MADNESS PRICE!

swiss made

MADNESS SALE!

before an important re-
port could be completed, 
outlining the results from 
the province-wide public 
consultation process. Harris 
questioned how effective 
the budget would be for citi-
zens, and how effective the 
much-touted route of trans-
parency was going to be.

“I am the opposition. 
They send me here to make 
sure that promises and 
commitments made by the 

government have made are 
followed through on and 
to tell you about the things 
that government may not 
always want to share. We 
aren’t getting our fair share 
here,” he said. “The govern-
ment talks about doing this 
pre-budget consultation, 
which is a formal mecha-
nism of parliamentarians 
that travel the province to 
listen to stakeholders and 
groups on what the govern-
ment should. The com-

mittee didn’t even finish 
writing its report before the 
budget was tabled. It was 
a slap in the face for those 
people that actually came to 
have their say.”

Harris plans to vote 
against the 2016 proposed 
budget, but with a major-
ity Liberal legislature at 
Queen’s Park, it is likely it 
will pass. 

To view the full proposed 
provincial budget, visit 
www.fin.gov.on.ca.

BUDGET: MPP will vote against Liberal plan
FROM | 4

EMSF chair Drew McGovern presented Maple 
Tap Farm with a plaque as winner of the 
group’s first maple syrup competition. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

locations every two years.
“It’s a special time of year 

for us producers. Welcome 
to the farm. We’ll go down 
and have pancakes after the 
tapping and a little fellow-
ship and away we go. Let’s 
have at it,” Goetz said.

The Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival unveiled the win-
ner of their new maple 
syrup competition to be 
Maple Tap Farm from New 
Dundee.

“Along with the produc-
ers we got a list of names 
and we got 12 samples in 
and brought in two judges, 
professional maple syrup 
judges. That is actually a 
thing. We spent the greater 
part of Wednesday going 
through all the samples,” 
said festival chair Drew Mc-
Govern.

Part of the prize is they’re 
going to supply the syrup 
for the festival, which is ap-
proximately 160 gallons.

Hoover says this year’s 
maple season is off to a 
great start. They had a run 
way back at the beginning 
of February, but that was 
just too early to tap. He says 
they sort of started last Sat-
urday, but on Sunday with 
a beautiful 10 degrees the 
sap was flowing all the way 
until 4 a.m. 

“We had a bumper run. 
We get about three of them 
a year. So we’ve already 
had one, which is great. We 
were boiling all day [Mon-
day] just to get caught up,” 

Hoover said.
He says this is the earliest 

start to the season he’s ever 
seen. And as for the quality 
of the syrup, it will be excel-
lent as per usual.

“I mean it’s Ontario 
syrup. The quality is always 
the best. It’s better than 
anywhere in the world. 
Last year the sap was very 
watery the first couple of 
runs. The sugar content was 
0.5, which is extremely low, 
so you have to boil and boil 
and boil to get any syrup. 
This year it’s right on sched-
ule or slightly higher. We 
had 2.5 and we average 2.0 
so we were happy,” Hoover 
explained.

The long range forecast is 
a bit of a concern with three 
days straight of 14-degree 
weather predicted with no 
freeze at night. The night-
time freeze is essential for 
maple syrup producers. 

Regardless, he expects it 
will be a normal year so 
long as they get the freeze 
and thaw.

Last season the trees were 
frozen solid for the first run. 
This led to a bitter taste in 
the syrup.  And there’s a sci-
ence behind that.

“According to the scien-
tists the tree produces a 
natural antifreeze, which it 
stores just under the bark to 
protect the tree in extreme 
cold. What happens when 
we have that January thaw 
and stuff starts to move, 
the tree flushes that anti-
freeze out naturally and 
then when we tap the tree 
in March that antifreeze is 
gone,” Hoover said.

Last year the trees were 
frozen solid until March 
when the sap started to run, 
so that antifreeze came out 
in the sap, causing the first 
run to taste bitter. Then it 
got flushed away and every-
thing was business as usual.

“And last year was the 
first time I had seen that in 
15, 20 years. Again, it was 
an unusually cold winter 
last year. It’s amazing how 
the trees bounce back and 
we had a fine year,” Hoover 
said. 

Drought can cause some 
concerns to the trees, but 
despite having a dry sum-
mer, the fall was wet and 
the trees seem to be in good 
shape for another tasty sea-
son of syrup.

“The first run this year 
tasted fantastic.”

FIRST TAP: Producers going with the flow
FROM | COVER
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