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Cleanup efforts 
underway 
following last 
week’s ice storm
Woolwich and region plan special pickup days, 
while transfer station to waive fees for storm debris

LIZ BEVAN away as efficiently as possible. 
The damage is no worse 

than previous storms, 
says township CAO David 
Brenneman, with downed 
power lines and broken trees 
all around Woolwich. He even 
predicts the cleanup job to be 
a bit smaller than previous 
years.

“We are expecting slightly 
less than previous ice storms, 
because it doesn’t look as 
significant, but still, it will 
be a big program that we are 
undertaking. We want to give 
people as many options as 
possible,” he said, adding the 
full extent of the damage and 

cost to the township is still 
unknown. “We will probably 
know better in a month’s 
time.”

Township cleanup efforts 
will start right away, focusing 
on areas that are prominent 
for this weekend’s Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival. 

“Tree branch collection is a 
priority in certain areas of El-
mira,” he said. “Up and down 
Arthur Street and connecting 
roadways.”

Starting next week, the 
region’s regular yard waste 
pickup schedule starts, giv-

MOTHER NATURE HIT WOOL-
WICH with what is hopefully 
the last blast of winter weath-
er heading into the long week-
end, leaving every surface 
covered in a layer of ice, a few 
power outages from downed 
power lines and, most notice-
ably, a littering of tree branch-
es both large and small. 

The cleanup is still under-
way. 

Woolwich Township and 
the Region of Waterloo are 
teaming up to make sure the 
mess caused by last week-
end’s ice storm is cleared 

The Zach family on Arthur Street in Elmira had a big cleanup job on their hands on Friday after the ice storm hit the area last week. The front yard had three large trees downed, with one landing on a powerline. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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AIMING TO INCREASE 
COMMUNICATION with 
residents, Wellesley Town-
ship will hold four commu-
nity information forums 
over the next two months.

Wellesley Mayor Joe 
Nowak says community 
consultation was origi-
nally recommended for the 
recreation department in 
the Wellesley community 
parks, recreation, and cul-
ture strategic master plan, 
but they think there’s a 
wider scope to be looked 
at.

“I think it’s important 
that we reach out to the 
community and try to 
hear what’s on their mind, 
but also sort of to indicate 
what we’re up to. At each 
of these forums we’re go-
ing to have our staff, we’re 
going to have the roads 
department, the recreation 
department, the building 
department. They’re all 
going to set up a little bit 
of an area where they can 
answer questions. People 
can drop by and they can 
say when’s this road going 
to be paved or what’s the 
timeline for this and the 
timeline for that. So it’s all 
about sharing the informa-
tion, letting them know 
what we are up to and they 
can express their concerns 
to us as well at the same 

Wellesley councillors 
reaching out for 
community input at 
series of public forums

WHITNEY NEILSON time,” Nowak said.
He says when he was first 

elected he mentioned to 
chief administrative officer 
Rik Louwagie the township 
should be doing more com-
munity consultation and 
the council tended to agree 
with him, so they moved 
forward on this.

As for expectations of 
these forums, he says there 
may be new ideas they 
haven’t heard of or thought 
of out there in the com-
munity.

“So it’s going to be in-
valuable I think for staff to 
know what’s on people’s 
minds. At the same time 
there’s citizens out there 
that are probably con-
cerned about issues and 
this way they can sort of 
determine when they’re go-
ing to be dealt with or how 
they’re going to be dealt 
with or if they’re going to 
be dealt with. So it’s just 
a communication thing 
really. The benefit, well 
it’s community building. I 
guess that’s the best way to 
describe it. We’re all work-
ing together, we’re all work-
ing for the same reason,” 
Nowak said.

They sent out invitations 
to other community groups 
to join them, like the vari-
ous service clubs, and the 
horticultural society. 

FORUMS | 6

FOUR STUDENTS FROM 
CONESTOGO Public School 
have been honoured for 
their positive influence on 
their communities. 

Jakob Geimer, Jessica 
Schmidt, Blake Roemer 
and Hadley Mustakas were 
announced as this year’s 
recipients of the Conesto-
go-Winterbourne Optimist 
Club’s Student Apprecia-
tion awards. 

The recognition has been 
awarded to the two Grade 
4 and two Grade 8 students 
that best exemplify Opti-
mist Internationals creed. 

The creed asks club 
members and award re-
cipients to be strong, to 
talk health, happiness and 
prosperity, to make friends 
feel that there is something 
in them, to look at the 
sunny side of everything, 
to think of only the best, 
to be just as enthusiastic 
about the success of others 
as they are about their own, 
to forget the mistakes of 
the past, to wear a cheerful 
countenance at all times, to 
give time to improvement, 
and to be too large for 
worry, too noble for anger, 
too strong for fear and too 
happy to permit the pres-
ence of trouble. 

Optimists 
present 
student 
awards at 
Conestogo

LIZ BEVAN 
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The Conestogo-Winterbourne Optimist Club handed out their Student Appreciation awards to Conestogo Public School students Blake 
Roemer, Hadley Mustakas (back), Jakob Geimer and Jessica Schmidt (front). [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

The sun shines in on public sector spending in mandatory reporting of salaries
STEVE KANNON

WOOLWICH AND WELLES-
LEY TOWNSHIPS con-
tributed nine members 
to a list of people on the 
public dime in the region 
who earned more than 
$100,000 in 2015.

Across the province, 
the list – which includes 
doctors, nurses, teachers, 

police and firefighters in 
addition to civil servants 
– grew by 3.6 per cent to 
115,531, an addition of 
3,993 names despite the 
provincial government’s 
universally condemned 
privatization of Hydro One 
dropping 4,000 people 
from those reported.

The provincially man-
dated salary information 

was released last week.
In Woolwich, chief 

administrative officer 
David Brenneman was 
the highest paid of town-
ship employees, taking in 
$152,551.44 ($143,939.77 
in 2014). Director of en-
gineering and planning 
Dan Kennaley, was paid 
$118,058.70 ($111,222.75), 
the same as director of 

finance/treasurer Rich-
ard Petherick, director of 
recreation and facilities 
Karen Makela (now depart-
ed), while township fire 
chief Rick Pedersen made 
$117,228.29. The mid-year 
appointment of director of 
council and information 
services/clerk Val Hum-
mel dropped that position 
from the list.

Manager of engineer-
ing Richard Sigurdson 
was paid $110,128.34 
($103,700.78), while 
public works supervisor 
Barry Baldasaro came in at 
$100,330.48 ($104,787.36). 
New to the list this time 
around is chief building 
official Peter Vanderbeek 
at $102,169.01.

In Wellesley, chief 

administrative officer 
Rik Louwagie was paid 
$113,376.95.

At the Region of Water-
loo, there were 284 people 
among those paid more 
than $100,000 by taxpay-
ers, up from 238 the year 
before. The Waterloo 
Regional Police provided 
545 names, up from 403 in 
2014.



4 | NEWS THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 2016

STEVE KANNON

A GROUP OF WELLESLEY 
residents wants the town-
ship to take a hike with 
its plans for a trail in their 
neighbourhood.

Citing concerns about 
safety, costs and depreciat-
ing property values, they 
pressed councillors meet-
ing Tuesday night to drop 
or revise the project.

Current plans call for 
a recreational trail adja-
cent to homes on the west 
side of Greenwood Hill 

Wellesley neighbourhood opposes township trail proposal
LIZ BEVAN Road, from Gerber Mead-

ows Drive to Ferris Drive. 
Nearby residents aren’t 
happy with the project, nor 
with the answers they’ve 
received from planners 
at a Mar. 23 information 
session, with 20 of them 
showing up at council 
chambers in Crosshill.

Those who attended 
the council session were 
assured the trail wasn’t a 
done deal, despite their 
claims residents were told 
at the Mar. 23 public meet-
ing that the project was 

going ahead.
Three residents ad-

dressed council at this 
week’s meeting, listing 
safety concerns as a princi-
pal objection.

Many of those in atten-
dance were upset about 
the lack of notice to resi-
dents about the plan, lend-
ing their full support to the 
three residents who spoke. 

Homeowner Brian Yost 
told councillors that while 
he was not against recre-
ational trails in general, he 
felt that this plan was poor, 

and would not work for 
township residents. 

“Our objections relate 
to the placement of this 
particular trail,” he said. 
“Property owners did not 
receive notice. Only two 
or three of the houses 
received a small, hard-
to-read photocopy of the 
(trail) plan. Now, they are 
told that they may lose 
trees from their landscap-
ing, and receive a chain 
link fence that is unwant-
ed.”

Safety around use of 

the trail was the number-
one priority for Kevin 
Yantzi who lives at 1250 
Greenwood Hill Rd. The 
proposed trail would go di-
rectly across the end of his 
driveway, which would be 
truncated by its construc-
tion. As well, he would 
be forced to back onto an 
already busy street where 
those using the trail would 
pass across his driveway. 
Visibility is already a prob-
lem, he added.

“We are not talking 
about a sidewalk,” he 
said. “It just doesn’t make 
sense. This is not part of 
good planning. It is close 
to the road. There is going 
to be very little boulevard. 
This is being promoted as 
a multi-use recreational 
pathway, and everything 
that entails. It presents a 
safety issue being so close 
to the roadway. There is a 
lot of traffic on that road. 
That is the nature of the 
road.”

Council was silent while 
Wellesley resident Andrea 
Thompson, who lives on 
Gerber Meadows Drive, 
addressed the room. 

She is a liability adjus-
tor with certification in 
risk management. In her 
assessment, the proposed 
trail plan was not a plau-
sible or safe idea. 

She cited previously un-
finished trails along Sch-
weitzer Crescent, pointing 

out that those residents 
had the same concerns, 
and the trail was stopped. 

Safety was also at the 
forefront of her mind, 
mentioning that part of 
the plan involved a safety 
study that wasn’t slated to 
be carried out until after 
the trail was complete. 

“To ignore the practical-
ity of the physical limita-
tions that exist in some 
sections of the path is 
foolish. We believe that the 
township has to address 
these concerns of safety 
and do its due diligence or 
it is potentially opening 
itself up to liability and 
lawsuits,” she said. “This 
path should be planned 
before the development. 
This proposal is not being 
given the amount of time 
for proper planning, atten-
tion to detail … and does 
not reflect the concerns 
and the safety and the 
citizens on Wellesley,” she 
argued.

Afterwards, Mayor Joe 
Nowak assured the resi-
dents at the meeting that 
the plan was not set in 
stone, and council still had 
time to review the pro-
posal, make changes and 
come back to the table. 

The subject will be on 
the agenda at a future 
meeting, with residents 
invited to  provide input 
beforehand and at the ses-
sion itself.

Woolwich drinking water 
systems get clean bill of 
health in report for 2015

THE THOUSANDS OF 
TESTS of Woolwich’s 
drinking water done each 
year typically turn up 
only a handful of minor 
incidents. For 2015, the 
number of occurrences 
remained at two, the same 
as the previous year.

Most of the minor non-
compliance issues were 
resolved simply by flush-
ing the affected areas with 
freshly chlorinated water.

The numbers for 2015 
were reported to township 
council Mar. 22.

Woolwich crews test 
eight water systems daily. 
Their work is backed up by 
regular testing by Region 
of Waterloo technicians. 

Last year, there were no 
occurrences in the Elmira/
St. Jacobs system, down 
from two in 2014. There 
was one occurrence re-
ported in Heidelberg, up 
from none the previous 
year. In the case in Mary-

hill’s two systems, there 
were no occurrences, as 
was the case previously. 
The two systems in Con-
estogo reported just one 
occurrence between them, 
while there weren’t any 
in 2014. West Montrose 
also had a clean record, 
as it did a year earlier. In 
Breslau, there were no oc-
currences after just one in 
2014.

Both non-compliance 
issues involved readings of 
elevated total coliform lev-
els. In each instance, the 
problem was resolved by 
flushing of the system. As 
with lowered chlorine lev-
els that sometimes occur, 
issues were more likely to 
develop in parts of the sys-
tems with dead-end pipes, 
where water doesn’t move 
around as often as in the 
typical looped areas.

In such cases, the inci-
dents don’t mean the wa-
ter is unsafe, simply that 
there is a technical issue 
that was quickly remedied.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Beware of technology-based ploys to scam 
you out of your money, police advise
MEMBERS OF THE OPP 
Anti-Rackets Branch say 
service scams can use tech-
nical sounding ploys to 
extort money and personal 
information from unwit-
ting victims. 

Service scams typically 
involve individuals who 
make offers to provide tele-
communications, Internet, 
finance, medical and ener-
gy services. This category 
of scams may also include 
offers such as extended 
warranties, insurance, 
and door-to-door sales. 
Although 95 per cent of 
the crimes go unreported, 
service scams generated 
422 Ontario complaints to 
the Canadian Anti-Fraud 
Centre in 2015, yielding 
199 victims who sustained 
losses totalling almost 
$150,000. 

Investigators report 
two scenarios are most 
commonly used. In one 
version, someone calls 
pretending to represent 
a well-known computer-
based company like Mi-
crosoft, and claims that 

the victim’s computer is 
sending out viruses or has 
been hacked and must be 
cleaned. The scammer will 
gain remote access to the 
computer and may run 
some programs or change 
some settings. The scam-
mer will then advise that a 
fee is required for the ser-
vice of virus cleaning and 
request a credit card num-
ber to cover the payment. 
In some cases, the scam-
mer will send a transfer 
from the victim’s computer 
through a money service 
business.. The end result 
is that the victim pays for 
a service that was never 
needed as the computer 
was never infected. 

In another oft-used sce-
nario, scammers will call 
and make an offer to re-
duce the interest rates on a 
victim’s credit cards or line 
of credit. Personal infor-
mation is requested such 
as a Social Insurance Num-
ber (SIN), mother’s maiden 
name, date of birth, and 
the credit card number 
with the expiry date of the 

St. Jacobs drain 
to be studied

A sprawling drainage ditch that 
meanders through parts of St. Jacobs 
is about to come under greater 
scrutiny, as Woolwich council this week 
approved plans to hire an engineer to 
examine what is known as Municipal 
Drain 10.

A staff report presented Tuesday 
night documents the drain back to 
1953. Mostly an open ditch at that 
point, the drain has undergone – and 
gone underground at points – many 
modifications, most of which are 
undocumented. 

Parts of the drain are now in poor 
condition, while others are fine. 

An engineering study would look 
at options, including remediation 
and perhaps modifying parts of the 
existing course.

Wellesley OK with 
police plans

Wilmot Township is pushing to retain 
service at the police detachment in 
New Hamburg, but Wellesley isn’t 
on board with that effort. Meeting 
this week, councillors turned down a 
request to support its neighbour’s bid.

Waterloo Regional Police chief Bryan 
Larkin made the case for the depart-
ment’s plan to handle rural coverage 
from the Elmira station.

Since January, all rural WRPS officers 

have been deployed from the Elmira 
detachment, rather than some in 
Elmira, and some in New Hamburg. 

Rural enforcement zones have also 
changed, as well as technology, no 
longer requiring officers to be near a 
detachment at all times, said Larkin.

Wilmot council had appealed to 
neighbouring townships, asking for 
support in their effort to maintain 
previous hours of operation in New 
Hamburg, citing their residents’ sense 
of safety and access to police services. 

Larkin assured Wellesley council that 
service levels are actually improved, 
and that there was no need for the 
New Hamburg detachment to remain 
open outside of the current hours 
Monday to Saturday.

Ham-ing it up  
at the EMSF

Being called a ham isn’t so great 
for an aspiring actor, but it works just 
fine for amateur radio enthusiasts. In 
conjunction with the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival, a group of local buffs will be 
showing off their “hamdiwork” this 
weekend.

Members of the Elmira Radio Club will 
have a hands-on display set up during 
the toy show and sale at Lions Hall, 
which runs Friday evening and all day 
Saturday.

The demonstration will highlight 
ham radio as both a hobby and as an 
essential part of emergency planning, 
as local operators are on standby to be 

pressed into service should other lines 
of communication go down.

“When all else fails, there’s always 
amateur radio,” said Judd Hodge of the 
local club, noting the ham radio was an 
early version of social media. 

“It’s the original text messaging, the 
forerunner of tweeting and texting,” he 
laughed.

Visitors to the demonstration 
booth are welcome to check out the 
technology and even to have a go at 
chatting with the wider world ... if they 
don’t suffer from too much “mic. fright,” 
he added.

Ice storm more 
than a local event

While power interruptions were few 
in this area during last week’s ice storm, 
that wasn’t the case across other parts 
of the province. Some 125,000 homes 
were without power for varying lengths 
of time.

Hydro One and its affiliates dispatched 
some 1,200 workers over the holiday 
weekend. Through mutual assistance 
agreements, Hydro One got assistance 
from local distribution companies to 
help restore power to customers. The list 
included Halton Hills Hydro, Haldimand 
Hydro, Festival Hydro, Woodstock Hydro, 
Erie Thames Hydro, Niagara Peninsula 
Hydro, Ottawa Hydro, Brampton Hydro 
One, Peterborough PUC, Midland PUC, 
Sudbury Hydro, indicating the swath of 
the ice storm.

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5
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Specials from April 4th – April 9th

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Fresh

Beef Pot 
RoastsChicken Breasts

Pig Tails

Fresh Boneless 

Long

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

Fire Roasted Red 
Pepper & Olive Loaf

Store Made Deli Sliced 

Beef Burgers
Store Made 12 x 4oz.

Sign up to our newsletter 
and receive Chef Scotty 
Recipes or check some 

out in our recipe section!

REG. PRICE
$3.29 /lb.

$2.69

REG. PRICE
$5.69 /lb.

$4.99

REG. PRICE
$15.99 ea.

$13.99

REG. PRICE
$6.49 /lb.

$5.49

M A R C H  2 4

3:58 AM | The string of 
Canada Post supermailbox break-
ins, occurring in both Waterloo 
Region and Wellington County, 
continued. On Mar. 22, Wellington 
County OPP received a report that 
a Canada Post mailbox located on 
the Eighth Line near Wellington 
Road 7 in Centre Wellington 
Township had been entered and 
damaged sometime overnight. On 
Mar. 24, the OPP received a report 
that the superbox located on 
Schmidt Drive in Arthur, Wel-
lington North Township had been 
entered sometime overnight and 
was damaged. While enroute 
to investigate that incident, of-
ficers observed that the superbox 
located on Eastview Drive had also 
been entered. It is unknown how 

much mail, if any, has been taken 
in these incidents or the estimate 
of damage done to the mailboxes. 
Any person with information 
regarding these incidents is asked 
to contact the Wellington County 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122. Should 
you wish to remain anonymous, 
you may call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or submit a 
tip on-line at www.csgw.tips. You 
may be eligible for a reward from 
Crime Stoppers of up to $2,000.

M A R C H  2 5

2:00 PM | Waterloo Regional 
Police arrested a 33 year old man 
for a break-and-enter that oc-
curred Feb. 29 at the Mennonite 
Centre Committee building on 
Kent Avenue in Kitchener. During 
the break-in, several offices were 
entered and laptops, electronics, 
food, and miscellaneous items 
taken. The man was charged with 
two counts of ‘break, enter and 
commit theft,’ ‘theft under $5,000,’ 
‘possession under $5,000,’ ‘pos-
session of break-in instruments,’ 

cards they want reduced. 
If you were using your 

computer when you got 
scammed, it is possible 
that a virus or other mali-
cious software is still on 
your computer. Run a full 
system check using reli-
able security software. If 
you do not have security 
software (such as virus 
scanners and a firewall) in-
stalled on your computer, a 
computer professional can 
help you choose what you 
need, police advise. Scam-
mers may have also gained 
access to your online pass-
words. Change these using 
a secure computer. 

If you paid someone by 
credit card or through an 
electronic funds transfer 
(EFT), contact your finan-
cial institution or credit 
card company immedi-
ately. They may be able to 
reverse or stop the transac-
tion. 

If you or someone you 
know suspect they’ve been 
a victim of a service scam, 
contact your local police 
service. You can also file a 

‘mischief under $5,000’ and two 
counts of ‘breach of probation.’ He 
was held for a bail hearing.

M A R C H  2 8

4:30 AM | The Perth County 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
Crime Unit, under the direction 
of OPP Detective Inspector Dave 
Robinson of the Criminal Investiga-
tion Branch (CIB), is investigating 
the death of 22-month-old Owen 
Befurt. As a result of a 911 call 
shortly after 4:30 a.m., emergency 
personnel responded to a private 
residence in Atwood in response 
to a seriously injured child.  The 
child was rushed to the Listowel 
Memorial Hospital where he was 
pronounced deceased. A forensic 
post-mortem examination was 
conducted on Mar. 28 at London’s 
University Hospital. The investiga-
tion is continuing and further 
details will be released when 
they become available.  Anyone 
with information relating to this 
incident is asked to contact the OPP 
at 1-888-310-1122.

complaint through the Ca-
nadian Anti-Fraud Centre 
website or by telephone 
at 1-888-495-8501. 

Additionally if you have 
any information concern-
ing fraud operations or 
scam activity in Canada, 
you can also contact Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS), or online at www.
tipsubmit.com

ON THE HUNT FOR EASTER EGGS IN ELMIRA

The Optimist Club of Elmira held their annual Easter egg hunt in Bolender Park on Mar. 26, where troves of kids ran through the park gathering goodies. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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They’ll be able to set up 
a table to show what they 
do in the community and 
maybe attract some new 
volunteers. The only re-
quirement is that someone 
from each organization is 
there to man the table and 
answer questions.

“Our staff are going to 
be in the peripheral as well 
answering questions. At 
each of the forums myself 
and the ward councillor are 
going to have a separate 
area beside where I will 
sit down with the council-
lor. It’s an opportunity for 
them to talk directly to my-
self and to the councillor. 
There could be things that 
they disagree with,” Nowak 
said.

He says it’s all about 
creating an open dialogue. 
They’ll be recording com-
ments from the public and 
collating them so they can 
see how their master plans 
are progressing or if there 
need to be adjustments 
made.

“Knowledge is very im-
portant, it’s very important 
for us to know what’s on 
people’s minds. There’s 
a number of issues that 
are going to be coming up 
front and centre, the fire 
department master plan 
has just been completed. I 
know there’s a lot of people 
with different opinions 
with regards to that, espe-
cially in St. Clements. Do 

we build new, do we reno-
vate? Issues like that will 
be discussed I’m sure. We’ll 
be able to get some feed-
back on that,” Nowak said.

Another issue brought 
to the forefront is whether 
the township should build 
trails or not. A group went 
to council on Tuesday 
night as a delegation to 
express their desire for the 
township to not build trails 
in their backyards.

“There’s going to be 
some discussion on trail 
development [at council]. 
That’s going to be fairly 
controversial, I would 
think. This will be an 
opportunity for people 
township-wide to have 
some input on whether we 
move forward or not move 
forward with trails because 
there are quite a few is-
sues with that. I just think 
it’s invaluable to have that 
consultation,” Nowak said.

He notes the recreation 
master plan identified ac-
tive transportation and 
walking trails as leisure 
activities that as many as 
87 per cent of those who re-
sponded to the survey were 
“very much in favour of.” 
But you often run across 
problems with trails be-
cause no matter where you 
put a trail it’s going to be in 
somebody’s backyard. 

“That’s just the nature 
of a trail. And it would 
appear that anybody’s 
backyard that you’re go-

ing to back onto is going to 
be objecting to it and that 
was the reason I think the 
last proposal with the last 
council was ultimately de-
feated. Do you build trails 
or do you not build trails? 
At some point in time you 
have to make a decision. 
If it’s never going to be al-
lowed in somebody’s back-
yard then the whole idea of 
walking trails is going to be 
in jeopardy,” Nowak said.

Free hot dogs, sausages, 
and refreshments will be 
available at the four fo-
rums, and Nowak’s hopeful 
they’ll get a good crowd.

“It’s really a matter of 
being open and it’s really a 
matter of being transpar-
ent and it’s really a matter 
of politicians tend to be 
accused of doing things 
behind closed doors. I just 
want to reassure people 
that that’s not what we do 
in Wellesley township,” 
Nowak said.  

The first forum runs Apr. 
5 at the Wellesley Com-
munity Centre. They will 
all run from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Coun, Peter van der Maas 
will be there, along with 
Nowak who will attend 
all four forums. The other 
three are Apr. 13 at the 
St. Clements Community 
Centre (Carl Smit), May 17 
at the Linwood Recreation 
Complex (Herb Neher), and 
May 25 at the Hawkesville 
Community Centre (Shel-
ley Wagner).

FORUMS: A chance for residents to have their say
FROM | 3

ing residents a chance to 
dispose of  smaller de-
bris from their property. 
Brenneman asks residents 
to check their waste pickup 
schedules to see when 
their neighbourhood is 
included. All the regular 
rules apply for yard waste 
disposal. 

In order to get branches 
picked up, Cari Rastas 
Howard, project manager 
for waste management 
programs with the region, 
says debris must be un-
der 92 cm (three feet) in 
length, and less than 7.5 
cm (three inches) in diam-
eter, and must be bundled 
and tied with twine and 
weigh less than 23 kg (50 
pounds), may also be 
placed out in paper bags 
or a garbage can with a 
region yard waste sticker 
or brightly coloured rib-
bon identifying it as yard 
waste. Branches in plastic 
bags will not be collected 
and all debris must be out 
by 7 a.m. on your regular 
collection day.

The Elmira transfer 
station will also be open 
during regular hours, but 
tipping fees will be waived 
for ice storm branches and 
debris, thanks to an agree-
ment between Woolwich, 

Wellesley, Wilmot and 
North Dumfries townships, 
along with the region. 

Woolwich will also put 
crews out on the streets 
to do a final sweep of the 
township, collecting and 
chipping branches prop-
erly laid out on the curb. 
Homeowners are asked to 
have their branches out 

and ready for pick up by 7 
a.m. on Apr. 11.

“It gives everybody from 
a consistency and fair-
ness standpoint more than 
suitable opportunity to 
be aware of the program 
and to be aware of what all 
residents need to do,” said 
Brenneman. “We want to 
do it in one shot. The rules 

are the same for everyone. 
Have it out on Apr. 11 and 
we are going to be around 
in the coming weeks to col-
lect or we can’t guarantee 
pick up. If we have been 
through your area, we don’t 

want to have to go back. 
All residents will be asked 
to put their tree branches 
in a very neat, orderly and 
organized way at the curb, 
and to make best efforts to 
have the branches all plac-

es in a consistent direction. 
This will be for the ease of 
the program and also from 
a safety perspective, that 
they keep the sidewalks 
and roadways clear.”

The extra man-hours and 
equipment needed for the 
cleanup efforts before the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Fes-
tival and on April 11 aren’t 
going to set the township 
back any extra funds. 
Brenneman says there is 
a contingency fund to pay 
for situations exactly like 
this one. 

“One of the smart things 
that we did (in 2013), is that 
council approved the trans-
fer of $160,000 in disaster 
relief funding that we got 
from the province into the 
operating contingency fol-
lowing the last ice storm,” 
he said.  “As staff, we rec-
ommended that they do 
that because we feel that it 
is not a question of wheth-
er ice storms will happen in 
the future, it is only a mat-
ter of when. “

The clean up project is 
expected to use up about 
$50,000 of the emergency 
funding acquired from the 
province in 2013.

ICE STORM: Township and region making special arrangements to deal with extra debris
FROM | COVER

Last Thursday’s ice storm toppled many of Elmira’s trees including this one in front of Emmanuel Evangelical Missionary Church. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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NOW OPEN
U-PULL-IT

AUTO & METAL
RECYCLING

Auto and Metal Recyclers Inc. www.upullit.ca
39 Arthur St., N., ELMIRA 519-669-1666

CA$H FOR

 Scrap Cars
 Farm Equipment
 Appliances
 Electronics
 BBQ’s & more!

DI$COUNT USED CAR PARTS

· STEEL
· COPPER
· ALUMINUM

WE BUY

SAVE!
*Bring your tools to remove the parts*

YOU PULL YOUR
OWN PARTS & Battery ............................ $19.99

Tire .................................... $19.99
Starter Motor ............. $19.99
Engine (complete)......... $249.99
Transmission ............. $99.99
Door (complete)................. $49.99
Headlight ...................... $29.99

LOW PRICES!

Fire destroys Maryhill barn, claims 45 cows
All hands on deck for Woolwich fire stations, with damage pegged at more than $500,000

LIZ BEVAN

A MARYHILL DAIRY 
FARMER faces a major 
rebuild following a fire 
over the weekend that de-
stroyed a barn and killed 
about a third of his heifers. 
Damage was estimated at 
more than $500,000.

Some 50 Woolwich fire-
fighters were called out just 
after 9 p.m. on Saturday 
night. On arrival, they 
found one of the buildings 
at 1025 Maryhill Rd. com-
pletely engulfed in flames.

The fire in full force, 
crews set about keeping it 
from spreading to nearby 
structures, explained 
Woolwich fire chief Rick 
Pedersen.

“It was an old bank barn 

that was totally involved 
in flames when they got 
there. They had crews from  
Maryhill, Breslau, Cones-
togo and St. Jacobs. There 
were four tankers pulling 
water from Maryhill and 
Breslau,” he said. “It was 
quite a crew. We had seven 
trucks there and it looks 
like 50 firefighters.”

Crews were on the scene 
for more than six hours, 
making sure the fire didn’t 
spread and do more dam-
age. The cause of the fire is 
still unknown. 

“There was lots of hay 
and straw, and I think there 
were 45 heifer cows that 
were lost,” said Pedersen. 
“Right now, the cause is 
hard to say. The insurance 
people were there looking 

at it, but it is almost impos-
sible to pinpoint the origin, 
or cause.

“They had a fairly new 
milking barn that had 100 

head of cattle in it, and the 
fire broke the windows on 
that. The main thing for 
the firefighters when they 
got there was to limit the 

exposure from the fire. 
They wrote off the involved 
barn, and they were just 
trying to protect the shed 
and the milking barn.”

A few firefighters re-
mained on scene the fol-
lowing day to ensure none 
of the smoldering embers 
reignited.

Conestogo PS princi-
pal Brian Beney says the 
students who receive the 
award aren’t flashy in their 
positivity, and live the 
creed everyday. 

“These are the students 
that, in their quietness, 
their humility and in their 
strength as individuals 

and their character, are not 
complainers. They are al-
ways hopeful and optimis-
tic,” he said. “That is the 
kind of student that gets 
the award.”

Geimer was one of the 
Grade 4 students to receive 
the award, and he says he 
thinks he got it because he 
is helpful and positive. 

“I try not to be rude and I 
try to be nice to adults and 
students,” he said. “I try to 
help people.”

His mother was in on the 
surprise award and tricked 
him by pretending he was 
in trouble. 

“I was very happy,” he 
said. “My mom surprised 
me. She said, ‘Jakob 

Geimer,’ and sounded all 
sad, then she was like, ‘con-
gratulations!’”

Roemer is one of the two 
Grade 8 students to win 
the award, and he says he 
believes it was because he 
is upbeat. He recommends 
that other students try to 
follow that example. 

“I try to be nice to people 

and I just try to have a 
happy life and a positive 
attitude,” he said. “It is a 
rewarding attitude to have 
and it improves the way 
you look at life.”

After the awards were 
announced, the students 
were the guests of hon-
our at the local Optimist 
Club’s monthly dinner. The 

school also put their names 
up on the sign on the street 
for a week, and will be hon-
oured once again at a year-
end assembly and at Grade 
8 graduation ceremonies 
in June. 

For more information 
on the Conestogo-Winter-
bourne Optimist Club, visit 
www.optimist.org.

AWARDS: Optimists recognize students for their contribution to the communities where they live
FROM | 3

A barn at 1025 Maryhill Rd. went up in flames on Saturday night. More than 50 firefighters from four Woolwich stations were on the scene. The fire caused $500,000 in damage, and resulted 
in the loss of 45 cows. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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THERE’S NOTHING LIKE THE annual sun-
shine list of those public sector employees 
making more than $100,000 a year to get the 
blood boiling. Ontarians are rightly upset at 
the lack of fiscal oversight that sees the list 
grow in leaps and bounds each year.

That the increasingly unpopular Wynne government 
released the list just prior to an extra-long weekend just 
as the Jian Ghomeshi verdict was announced must have 
been purely coincidental. 

Ticking off Ontarians was precisely the intent of the 
Harris government, which made reporting such salaries 
mandatory beginning in 1996. The idea was to show the 
public how many government employees were pulling 
in large dollars, even as their unions cried poor in the 
face of the Conservatives’ fiscal policies.

If people were incensed by the 4,319 names on that 
first list, what are they to make of the 115,431 who made 
north of $100,000 in 2015? This list has grown precipi-
tously over the years, that fact not dampened by talk 
of inflation over the last two decades. There are eight 
employees on the sunshine list in Woolwich and one in 
Wellesley. At the regional level, 284 people made the 
list, while the Waterloo Regional Police added another 
545 names.

Inclusion on the list puts those government employ-
ees in the top five per cent of all earners in the prov-
ince.

Once seen as a place where job security came with 
lower wages, public service now means higher-than-
average pay, benefits and working conditions.

The average wage for Ontarians in 2015 was less than 
half the amount needed to make the sunshine list. 
Wages, stagnant or even shrinking for some in the pri-
vate sector, have increased only in name – in 2013, for 
instance, the average income was $48,900, and by the 
start of 2015 that had “grown” to $49,088.

The discrepancy between government workers and 
those in the private sector is likely to rise. Average in-
dustry wages are expected to increase marginally this 
year, nothing like the pace expected in the public sec-
tor. 

Yet, as we’ve seen in this area, government employees 
are receiving deals above the private sector average. 
With no bottom line – politicians seem to have few 
qualms about dipping deeper on their repeated trips to 
the well – governments simply pass the increases along 
to a public forced to pay taxes, a far cry from the situa-
tion faced in the private sector.

The argument that the threshold for reporting sala-
ries should be adjusted for inflation makes sense only 
to those who would seek to hide runaway growth in 
public sector salaries. It’s no overstatement to say 
$100,000 is still a significant amount of money, far 
more than most Ontarians make. Saying someone has 
a six-figure salary has meant something for decades. 
Though inflation has eroded the buying power, it’s still 
enough to put the recipient in a category that excludes 
95 per cent of the public.

Few would begrudge civil servants a decent wage, but 
when those supported by public money begin making 
more than those paying the freight, friction is bound 
to follow – a boiling point may be reached as the gap 
widens.

Sunshine list proof 
of gov’t contempt 
for public money

EARLY NEXT WEEK (APR. 
4), the deal made between 
the European Union and 
Turkey to stem the flood of 
refugees into the EU goes 
into effect. It will promptly 
blow up in everybody’s 
face, for three reasons.

First problem: the EU 
won’t be able to “process” 
the arriving migrants as 
fast as new ones arrive. 
Migrants are arriving on 
the Greek islands of Chios 
and Lesbos at the rate of 
almost 2,000 per day, and 
as the weather improves 
even larger numbers will 
attempt the short sea cross-
ing from Turkey.

Up to now the migrants 
have quickly been moved 
on to the mainland of 
Greece, but the Turkish-EU 
deal means that new arriv-
als will now pile up on the 
islands in detention camps 
while awaiting a decision 
on their asylum claims. 
Living conditions will be-
come intolerable and there 
will be protests, some of 
them violent.

The EU has authorized 

Doomed deal with Turkey won’t solve Europe’s migrant crisis
a force of 4,000 security 
and migration officials 
and translators to regis-
ter the new arrivals and 
investigate their claims 
for asylum. Even if these 
officials had all arrived on 
the islands (most haven’t), 
they wouldn’t be enough. 
It takes time to interview 
the claimants, write up the 
claims, make decisions to 
accept or reject them, and 
even allow appeals – and 
meanwhile another 2,000 
will be arriving each day.

Second problem: within 
one or two weeks the time 
will come for the first re-
jected asylum claimants 
to be sent back to Turkey. 
Having spent all their mon-
ey and endured great hard-
ships to get this far, they 
will not go back willingly. It 
will require physical force 
to get some of them on the 
planes or boats that will 
take them back – enough 
force that there will be real 
casualties.

Third problem: by June, 
as part of this deal, Turkish 
citizens will have the right 
to visa-free travel to the 
European Union. Around 
one-fifth of Turkey’s popu-
lation, some 15-20 million 
people, are Kurds. Since 
last summer, President Re-

cep Tayyip Erdogan’s gov-
ernment, having broken a 
two-year ceasefire with the 
separatists of the Kurdish 
Workers’ Party (PKK), has 
been waging a pitiless war 
against them in the towns 
and cities of the southeast.

Some parts of Kurdish-
majority cities in Turkey 
now resemble the war-
ravaged cities of Syria. The 
Kurds, as Turkish citizens, 
will be able to enter most 
EU countries not as refu-
gees but as tourists – and it 
would be very surprising if 
several million of them do 
not avail themselves of the 
opportunity. But the EU’s 
goal in this deal was to stop 
the mass migration, not to 
change it from Syrian Ar-
abs to Turkish Kurds.

In practice, things will 
never get that far. Long 
before the EU negotiators 
agree on the details of visa-
free travel for Turkish citi-
zens the deal will collapse 
– because it will automati-
cally be cancelled if the 
number of returnees reach-
es 72,000. That’s slightly 
more than one month’s 
worth of migrants at the 
current rate of supply.

The goal behind this 
weirdly dysfunctional deal 
was twofold: to cut the total 

number of migrants drasti-
cally – more than a million 
made it into the EU last 
year – and at the same time 
to end the deaths that hap-
pen during the sea cross-
ing: 460 drownings out of 
the 143,000 who tried to 
cross so far this year. But it 
simply will not work.

The only way to re-
ally seal a frontier is to kill 
people who try to cross 
it illegally. After the first 
few hundred deaths most 
people get the message 
and stop trying. (The Iron 
Curtain worked pretty well, 
for example.) But the EU 
isn’t ready to do that yet – 
so how can it discourage 
migrants from making the 
crossing?

What if we ship almost 
all those who make it to 
the Greek islands back to 
Turkey, but promise to 
take one legitimate Syrian 
refugee out of the camps 
in Turkey for every Syrian 
we send back? The Turks 
will go along with it if we 
give them $3.3 billion now, 
promise them another $3.3 
billion later, and allow visa-
free travel to the EU for 
Turkish citizens. The deal 
is win-win all round. What 

DYER | 10

Concerned about a trend in council’s decision making process, some people dream up a “Concert for Woolwich Democracy.”
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Lack of Canadian teams in playoffs only heightens NHL’s viewership woes

WITH THE END OF the reg-
ular season just a couple of 
weeks away, all of Canada’s 
hockey teams are on the 
outside looking in at those 
seeded for the playoffs. If 
that holds – and the odds 
of making the show range 
from infinitesimal to non-
existent – it would be the 
first time in 46 years that a 
Canadian team hasn’t been 
in the race for Lord Stan-
ley’s cup.

In the 1969-70 season, 
there were two Canadian 
teams: Montreal, Toronto. 
The league consisted of 
14 teams, so Canada ac-
counted for 14.3 per cent 
of the squads. Today, there 
are seven teams north of 
the border, making up a 
whopping 23.3 per cent of 
the 30-member league.

Not only are all seven 
clubs out of the running, 
many are among the worst. 
That list is led by the fire-
sale squad in Toronto, with 
perennial bottom feeders 
Edmonton vying for yet 
another high draft pick 

that won’t help their dys-
functional organization. 
Overall, there’s little to be 
proud about in a coun-
try where hockey is “our 
game.”

The last go-round, there 
were five clubs – Calgary, 
Montreal, Ottawa, Winni-
peg and Vancouver – that  
qualified for the postsea-
son, though just the year 
before that, only Montreal 
made it. 

For teams hit by a sink-
ing loonie – all salaries are 
paid in U.S. dollars – the 
loss of playoff revenues 
will sting, especially in the 
smaller markets, i.e. every-
where but Montreal and 
Toronto. With arenas going 
black as of mid-April, it’s 
not only the teams that will 
take a hit, but those who 
work in the building and 
the larger network of bars, 
restaurants and such that 
serves those swept up in 
playoff fever.

There will be few tears 
shed, however, for perhaps 
the biggest loser: Rogers. 
The much-loathed cable 
conglomerate paid $5.2 bil-
lion a couple of years ago 
for the Canadian broadcast 
rights to NHL games. Rat-
ings have been down from 

the start, and with no Ca-
nadian teams in the play-
offs, even fewer of us will 
be watching.

Rogers has been its own 
worst enemy in this case. 
First off, it’s Rogers, so 
people don’t much care for 
them. Second, their broad-
cast crews and standards 
leave much to be desired, 
even beyond the sickening-
ly Toronto-centric nature. 
And then, looking to gouge 
customers – a trait respon-
sible for much of the loath-
ing that existed before the 
hockey stuff – the compa-
ny came up with a variety 
of blackout-infused, multi-
channel packages designed 
to enhance revenues, not 
make watching hockey 
easier and more enjoyable.

While Rogers has seen 
disappointing ratings, 
Canadians still follow the 
game – hockey is numero 
uno here. That’s not the 
case in the U.S., which 
might explain why NHL 
commissioner Gary Bett-
man has been entreating 
Canadians to watch the 
playoffs even if none of 
their teams make it. 

Sometimes referred to 
as the No. 4 league, hockey 
doesn’t actually climb that 

high in popularity among 
Americans. As organized 
leagues go, it is fourth 
behind the NFL, MLB and 
NBA, but actually sits in 
sixth, beaten out by both 
college football and auto 
racing.

While still an also-ran in 
the U.S., hockey has actual-
ly made some gains. Thirty 
years ago, pro football was 
24 per cent, baseball 23 per 
cent, then college football 
and college basketball 10 
per cent each. Hockey was 
tied in 11th at two per cent, 
also behind pro basketball, 
auto racing, golf, tennis, 
bowling and horse racing.

Not a stellar accomplish-
ment, but perhaps the 
numbers fuel the wish-
ful thinking that is NHL 
expansion dreams in the 
States. 

That’s going to be a 
particular issue in the non-
traditional markets the 
NHL appears hell bent on 
conquering. Well, trying to 
eke out an existence, but 
you get the point. Sure, 
there’s been an expansion 
of minor hockey and the 
number of rinks in some 
parts of the U.S., but the 
sport still remains of no 
interest to many, and out 

of reach of kids who might 
be thinking about partici-
pating. 

Even here in Canada, 
where hockey rules the 
roost, the cost of equip-
ment and registration fees 
have been a deterrent. In 
the U.S., particularly in the 
South, those expenses are 
just another (very high) 
hurdle.

It’s a difficult task to try 
and convince parents to 
put their kids in hockey, a 
sport that can cost signifi-
cant amounts of money for 
families, instead of bas-
ketball or soccer where all 
you need is a ball and some 
shoes (witness soccer’s 
growth even here in the 
Great White North). The 
popularity of hockey will 
always be affected by the 
fact it is a sport that isn’t 
really accessible for lower-
income families.

The lack of young people 
getting involved will only 
hurt growth in the States. 
The reality is the NHL has 
to deal with the failure of 
its expansion plans. 

Hockey just isn’t work-
ing in the sunbelt, with the 
red-ink-stained Phoenix 
Coyotes – scratch that, 
Arizona Coyotes – a shin-

ing example of futility. 
Axing half a dozen of the 
weakest teams would be 
a good start. At the mini-
mum, move some of those 
teams to stronger markets. 
Studies show that Canada 
could support 12 teams, up 
from the seven today. Even 
Waterloo Region would be 
a better option than many 
U.S. markets.

A team located in Can-
ada can expect to take in 
roughly $23 million per 
year in extra gate revenue 
relative to an American 
market of the same size. 
The NHL has so few Cana-
dian teams due to its mo-
nopoly structure, not due 
to a lack of local demand or 
economic viability.

All seven Canadian 
teams are profitable, 
though that was helped 
in large part by a stronger 
loonie, as salaries are paid 
in U.S. dollars. The recent 
slide does not bode well for 
any of the operations. Two 
of the three most valuable 
teams in the league are Ca-
nadian – Montreal and To-
ronto, along with the New 
York Rangers – though the 
other teams in this country 

What’s your favourite Easter treat?

“Chocolate.”

 » Evan Brubacher

“Candy.”

 » Taya Nero

“Chocolate.”

 » Addison Emrich

“Chocolate eggs and candy.”

 » IIan Nero

“Chocolate.”

 » Zoelle Girardi-Barrett

“The only way to really seal a frontier is to kill people who try to cross it illegally. ”  Gwynne Dyer | 8

KANNON | 10
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: More drastic measures 
coming to deal with migrants
FROM | 8

 » Statistics Canada

2 Park Ave. W., Elmira
519-669-5493

The Elmira Medical Clinic is pleased to announce that we will be accepting a limited number of

who reside in Woolwich Township, into our practice.If interested, please call our office for details, between the hours of 9AM & 5PM, Monday to Friday.

NOW ACCEPTING

Elmira Medical Centre

NEW PATIENTS

ELMIRA
INDIAN

RIVER DIRECT
CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

WEDNESDAY 
APRIL 6th

@ 10:00am - 12:00 NOON
New Apostolic Church (First & Arthur Streets)

www.indianriverdirect.com

14lb Box of 

California 
Navel 

Oranges
$28.00

PER BOX

** NEW ITEM **

could possibly go wrong?
Well, there are around 

two-and-a-half million 
Syrian refugees in Turkey, 
and most of them are not 
even in camps. If they have 
a good legal claim for asy-
lum, why should they wait 
in the queue? And if they 
are not Syrian – Iraqi or 
Afghan refugees or African 
migrants – where is their 
incentive not to get in a 

boat and try their luck?
To its credit, the EU 

has not yet deployed the 
ultimate argument: that 
refugees are already safe 
in Turkey, a country that is 
still technically a democ-
racy with the rule of law, 
and therefore have no right 
to go asylum-shopping 
in greener pastures else-
where. But after this new 
deal collapses, it will al-
most certainly come to that 
in the end.

Over the last several decades, women have increasingly become labour 
force participants, resulting in a rising proportion of senior women 
having been employed in their lifetime. In 1976, 58.4% of women aged 
65 and older had ever worked for pay in their lifetime. By 2015, this had 
increased to 89.3%. While this proportion was still lower than that for 
senior men, the gender gap had narrowed considerably, falling from 
40 percentage points in 1976 to 8.6 percentage points in 2015.

 » Green Party of Ontario leader Mike Schreiner takes aim at waffling statements 
from Kathleen Wynne about ending corruption-prone fundraising policies

“We need a firm commitment from the premier to ban corporate 
and union donations to political parties. Party fundraising quotas 
for Liberal cabinet ministers must end now. Vague promises to 
transition toward taking down the For Sale sign at Queen’s Park 
sometime in the future is not good enough.”

 » From the Mar. 31, 2007 edition of The Observer

The financial picture for a new twin-pad recreation complex in 
Elmira got clearer this week as the province chipped in $2 million. 
Money from the Ontario Infrastructure Projects Corporation’s Rural 
Infrastructure Investment Initiative will help reduce the gap 
between Woolwich Township’s $20-million budget and the 
$24-million price tag for the facility.

KANNON: Unhappy fans can 
hit the league in the pocketbook
FROM | 9

aren’t anywhere near as 
strong. 

Most telling, those three 
teams posted an aggregate 
operating profit larger 
than the rest of the league 
combined. And it’s the 
larger clubs that subsidize 
the money-losers.

With those two large Ca-
nadian teams, and the rest 
of this country’s teams, on 
the sidelines, it’s not only 
Rogers that will be taking 
a financial hit as arenas 
sit empty and would-be 
viewers switch channels 
or head outside to enjoy a 
spring away from the tele-
vision.

Doctor of AudiologyDoctor 
The

is in…

NOT ALL EYES AND EARS

Doctor Doctor 
The

is iis inn

NOT ALL EYES AND EARS

*Call for Details  |  ELMIRA 519-669-4425  |  The Clock Tower Wellness Centre*Call for Details  | ELMIRA 519-669-4425 | The Clock Tower Wellness Centre
FREE Hearing Tests* & Workshops

• Grand daughter of Levi & Melinda Shantz
• Supporting Community for 20 years.

Born & Raised 
in Elmira

of Audiology
By Juliane Shantz, Au.D.

It is a mistake for new users of hearing instruments to think that 
they will immediately restore their hearing to a natural level 
much in the way that prescription eyeglass lenses correct a 
refractive error. While glasses correct vision instantly and to 
near-perfection, a hearing instrument requires a period of 
adjustment on the part of the user. It takes time, practice, and 
experience for the ears and the brain to get used to the new 
sounds produced by the hearing instrument. In fact, according 
to most hearing specialists and audiologists, it takes up to six 
months for the majority of new users (depending on the severity 
of the hearing loss) to adjust to their new sense of hearing.

Successful hearing aid users will tell you that the benefit of 
wearing hearing aids is much greater than the effort it may 
take to adjust to them. To schedule a hearing assessment, 
please call EAR & HEARING CLINIC. We are committed to 
providing high quality hearing care, from hearing assessments, 
wax removal, to hearing aid evaluations and hearing aid 
fittings.  “Hear the Sounds of Life.”
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SPORTS
RINGETTE / ON THE NATIONAL STAGE

Four local ringette players 
heading to the nationals
Girls part of the Waterloo Wildfire squad that emerged victorious from provincial tournament

LIZ BEVAN

GALEA |  12

OPEN
COUNTRY

Boobies, Sex 
Dungeons 
and fun 
with fly 
fishing

I’VE ALWAYS BEEN CURI-
OUS about boobies. That’s 
why I was so happy last 
week when I finally cre-
ated a pair of my own. They 
aren’t perfect but, between 
you and me, they are pretty 
nice – and certainly func-
tional.

Before you write a letter 
to the editor, let me just say 
I’m talking about the booby 
fly. This oddly-named pat-
tern is one of the greatest 
fishing flies to ever come 
out of the United Kingdom. 
It’s such an effective fly 
pattern that it has been 
banned in many UK waters.

Talk to any British fly 
angler and they’ll tell you 
the same thing: boobies are 
great. Heck, I’ve even met 
guys who don’t fly fish at 
all who say the same thing.

Naturally, I had to tie a 
couple to see for myself. 
I hope to give them a try 
when ice-out finally arrives 
around here. They appear 
to be just the ticket for 
trout in our lakes.

If there is one problem 
with this fly, however, it is 
in the name. That name is, 
by the way, a result of two 
round foam balls tied on 
the hook to provide floata-
tion. 

Clearly, the name is a 
major issue.

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

FOUR RINGETTE PLAY-
ERS FROM Woolwich and 
Wellesley are on their way 
to represent Ontario at na-
tionals next month, after 
beating out a long-time 
rival at a provincial tour-
nament. 

Maddie MacLean is 
from St. Jacobs and plays 
forward for the Waterloo 
Wildfire ringette team. She 
says the national competi-
tion in London on Apr. 3 is 
only the beginning. 

“It is really exciting. We 
worked really hard towards 
this, but it definitely isn’t 
over yet. We are still going 
to have to work as hard as 
we can going into nation-
als,” she said.

Before getting to Lon-
don, however, the Wildfire, 
which also includes Tara, 
Amy and Jessie Burke 
from Wellesley, had to 
face their rival team, the 
Guelph Predators. A task 
the girls looked forward to 
at the provincial tourna-
ment the weekend of Mar. 
11.

“It was a good game. 
Throughout the season we 
play teams from all around 
the province, and all year, 
we have had this rivalry 
against Guelph. Actually, 
we have had a rivalry with 
them for like the last 10 
years,” said Tara Burke. 
“They usually win provin-
cials every year. This year, 
it was our year. We knew 
that we wanted to win and 
we knew that this was the 
year that we could win. All 
year, we have been back 

and forth and then the 
final game, they scored 
the first goal and we were 
freaking out. From there, 
we stepped our game up a 
bit. We won 6-2. We were 
happy that we didn’t just 
win, but that we won by a 
lot.”

After taking on the Pred-
ators, and coming out vic-
torious, preparations have 
begun for their six-day 
tournament against the 
best teams in the country. 

“We have a few practices 
and we will be looking at 
fitness. We also have a few 
fundraisers that we are 
going to be doing,” said 
MacLean.

Wearing their new Team Ontario jerseys, Amy Burke, Maddie MacLean, Jessie Burke and Tara Burke are gearing up for national competition in London this weekend after beating out 
longtime rivals, the Guelph Predators, for the top spot in the province. [SUBMITTED]

… and be sure to come and 
see the “PHLIPPIN’ PHYSIOS” 
at 10am at the Pancake 

Flipping contest!
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SOS Physiotherapy Elmira 
is a proud sponsor of the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival.

Join us at our location behind the Clock Tower for 
refreshments, use the washroom, or just to WARM UP!

The fundraiser took 
place on Mar. 26. The 
girls will be selling mint 
smoothie bars for $2 each 
to raise money for their 
trip.

As for those practices, 
Burke says there are a few 
adjustments to make be-
fore they head to London.

“We are just practicing 
on our regular ice time, but 
this time, we are wearing 
our new uniforms just to 
get used to the colour. We 
aren’t used to wearing red 
and passing to red,” she 
said. 

Once the team arrives 
in London to play their 
games, MacLean says she 

is going to be looking at 
other players, and enjoying 
her time away from home.

“It is going to be cool 
to see how teams from 
different provinces play, 
but I am just excited to be 
spending the whole week 
with my team, playing my 
favourite sport,” she said. 
“It is going to be really ex-
citing.”

For both girls, their 
upcoming showing at the 
national competition is 
something they wouldn’t 
have been able to do with-
out the support of their 
friends and families.

“All of our friends have 
social networking on Twit-

ter and Facebook and con-
gratulating us. All of our 
grandparents, our aunts 
and uncles have called us 
to congratulate us,” said 
Burke.

MacLean says her family 
are looking forward to the 
competition as much as 
the players on the ice.

“I wouldn’t be able to do 
it without my family. They 
are all just as excited as I 
am,” she said. 

The tournament starts 
on Apr. 3, and runs until 
the next weekend. 

To follow along with the 
Waterloo Wildfire play-
ing as Team Ontario, visit 
www.crc2016.ca. 
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For instance, when you 
are in a coffee shop talking 
to a buddy who ties flies 
and excitedly say, “I tied a 
pair of boobies this week!” 
you get funny looks from 
people at neighbouring 
tables.

Similarly, if you an-
nounce, “I can hardly wait 
to give those boobies a 

try” or, if he gets excited 
and says, “I wouldn’t mind 
swinging by your place so 
you can show me your boo-
bies” things get incredibly 
awkward real quick – and 
sometimes you even get 
asked to leave.

When you think about it 
though, this is part of the 
genius of that fly’s design.

I suspect that the inven-
tor of the booby fly realized 

that if he bestowed upon 
it a controversial name, 
people would talk about 
it. And if people talk about 
your fly, it will eventually 
gain a reputation. Again, 
this is pure genius.

This is becoming a tried 
and true strategy for many 
fly designers these days. 
For instance, The Sex Dun-
geon is a really effective 
streamer fly pattern, whose 

name you only repeat 
when pressed.

You can’t walk up to 
an angler who is having 
no luck and say, “You re-
ally ought to try The Sex 
Dungeon. It really works 
for me.” No matter the 
answer; no good will come 
of it.

I suppose these awkward 
names for flies make a lot 
of sense since the average 

fly angler basically has a 
warped sense of humour. 
I suspect the theory is, if 
you are going to tell anyone 
about my fly design, I’m at 
least going to make it un-
comfortable for you.

This works if you’d want 
to get people talking about 
your latest fly pattern. I’ve 
been thinking about this a 
lot and how it applies to a 
gaudy, brash streamer pat-

tern I’m developing. It fea-
tures, among other things, 
a large, unruly mass of arti-
ficial orange fur up top.

This fly has already 
caught an alarming num-
ber of fish – albeit mostly 
suckers. All it needs is a 
truly embarrassing name 
that aptly describes what 
it does.

I am thinking “the 
Trump fly” might work.

GALEA: Fly designers find it fruitful to give their creations a memorable, if awkward name
FROM | 11

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS wrapped up their 
season Sunday night on 
home ice, suffering an 
emotional 4-3 overtime 
loss to the Stratford Culli-
tons in Game 6.

Stratford starts the Cher-
rey Cup finals series versus 
the Waterloo Siskins on 
Friday.

“It’s always tough when 
a season comes to an end, 
especially with the amount 
of time and effort that the 
guys put into the season,” 
said head coach Ty Canal.

“It’s always tough, espe-
cially for the 20-year-olds. 
A lot of them put a lot of 
years into not just Elmira, 
but Junior hockey as a 
whole. It’s always tough to 
see that part come to an 
end for them.”

Elmira managed to tie 
the game up twice against 
Stratford on Sunday night 
to send it into overtime. 
The Cullies found offen-
sive success in the first 20 
minutes with goals from 
Zach Van Louwe (Anthony 
Kotsovos, Jack Scanlan) 
and Jared Nash (Justin 
Graham, Zander Pryor).

Quinten Bruce put the 
puck past Stratford goalie 
Alexander Brooks-Potts 
just before the 2-minute 
mark in the middle frame 
to finally put Elmira on the 
board. Ty Biles and Kyle 
Soper assisted. Zac Coulter 
tied it 2-2 for the Kings, as-
sisted by Beau Goehrum 
when they added an extra 
attacker.

Stratford took the lead in 
the second with a goal from 
Joe Leahy (Brooks-Potts) 
while Elmira was down a 
man. There was no scor-
ing in the third until 15:59 
when Mackenzie MacSor-
ley scored, assisted by Jeff 
Jordan and Jake Moggy 
tying the game 3-3. 

It took one face off and 
only seven seconds for 
the game to end in Strat-
ford’s favor as Tyson Baker 
(Hayden Broomhead, De-
ven Kropf) scored. 

“I thought we competed 

Kings fall to Stratford in second round of playoffs
After staving off elimination in fifth game of series, Elmira loses OT heartbreaker on home ice

WHITNEY NEILSON well and I think that was 
something that we had 
been harping on for awhile, 
is to make sure that we 
played as close to 60 min-
utes as we could and to 
never give up and just out 
work and try to out com-
pete and skate. And I think 
our guys did that. I didn’t 
see them giving up at all 
and they wanted to play 
for one another and they 
wanted to go to battle. And 
that’s what I saw and that’s 
one of the big things that 
I think they did and im-
proved on as the year went 
on,” Canal said.

The Kings pushed the 
semi-final series to Sunday 
night’s Game 6 after defeat-
ing Stratford at the Allman 
Memorial Arena on Mar. 
25. Moggy, helped by Coul-
ter, opened the scoring for 
the Kings early in the first. 
Stratford’s Scanlan (Pryor, 
Brock Heshka) quickly tied 
it up. MacSorley gave the 
Kings the 2-1 lead to end 
the first with a power play 
marker. Coulter picked up 
his second assist.

Elmira’s Ryley Cribbin 
scored unassisted in the 
second to increase the Sug-
ar Kings’ lead to 3-1, but the 
Cullies fired back by a goal 
from Broomhead (Josh 
Miller, Kotsovos).

Coulter gave Elmira its 
fourth goal of the night in 
the final period, assisted 
by Kohli and MacSorley. A 
goal from Stratford’s Pryor 
(Scanlan) wasn’t enough to 
give the Cullitons the win.

The Kings had lost the 
previous game on Mar. 23 
at home 4-1, making that 
Friday game in Stratford do 
or die. Captain Rob Kohli 
scored the Kings’ lone goal, 
assisted by MacSorley and 
Goehrum.

The Kings finished the 
regular season in fifth 
place. They went on to beat 
fourth-place Guelph in the 
quarter-finals. 

Canal says as the season 
progressed he could see the 
guys having fun and the 
team getting close, which 
translated into games and 
practices.

“Through practices you 
could see that they’re work-
ing harder and making 
each other better players. 
In games they were doing 
the things you need to do 
to win, blocking shots, do-
ing the hard things, getting 
on pucks first, clearing in 
front of the net. That im-
proved through the year 
and I think a lot of that had 
to do with how close they 
got,” Canal said.

This season marked 
Canal’s first year as head 
coach of the Elmira squad 
and he says it was fun to 
be a part of and see where 
they started individually 
compared to where they 
ended up. 

“The best part is seeing 
where they came as a team 
and seeing them believe in 
one another and trust one 
another and really that’s 
a nice part to see as the 
year went on. And that’s 
tough to get. That just 
goes to show you the type 
of not just 20-year-olds, 
but the leaders that are in 
that group. The old guys 
taking on young guys and 
getting them on the same 
page and getting them 
toward the same objec-
tives and the same goals 
and everybody following. 
And I think that’s some-
thing that showed over the 
course of the year,” Canal 
said.

And the fan support was 
unparalleled. Between 
travelling to road games 
and cheering on the team 
with cow bells and home-
made signs, the Sugar King 
fan base helped the team 
through rough patches.

“It’s great to see. It goes a 
far way for the players. The 
players know that they’re 
taking three to four hours 
out of their day to come 
watch them play hockey. 
The guys enjoy that and the 
guys love to see it. I think 
it definitely translates into 
the way they play, gives 
them a little bit of a burst 
of energy and excitement,” 
Canal said.

He notes the older play-

ers always made sure the 
team took time to say hi 
and interact with the kids 
at the rink who look up to 
the Kings, always giving 
high fives on the way to 
the dressing room between 
periods, even when the 
season came to an end this 
week.

This was the final season 
of junior hockey for Zac 
Coulter, Rob Kohli, Jake 
Moggy, Mackenzie Mac-
Sorley, Kalob Witzell, and 
Kevin Fitzpatrick. Coulter 
played five years in the 
GOJHL, accumulating a 
record 243 games played. 

Spring camp for next 
season runs on Apr. 30 and 
May 1 at the WMC.

The Elmira Sugar Kings tied the game up twice against the Stratford Cullitons in Game 6 of the semi-finals on Sunday night, but eventually lost 4-3 in overtime to end the Kings’ season. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Grandpa: Emergency blood 
transfusion. Sunday 11:00am

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

This Linwood Blood Donor Clinic 
announcement is brought to you 

by these community-minded 
businesses

Give Blood ...  
 to save lives.

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.blood.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, April 8th, 2016 
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm

at Linwood Community Centre 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

www.erbelectric.ca • 519-698-2472

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
INDUSTRIAL • POLE LINE CONSTRUCTION

ESA Licence # 7000438

25+ Years of Service in the Area

WHEN SOME 350 CYCLISTS 
hit the rural roads of Wool-
wich this Sunday, they’d 
better hope they didn’t fill 
up too much on pancakes 
and syrup at the Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival hap-
pening the day before.

Event organizer Malcolm 
Steven says the fourth an-
nual Steaming Nostril will 
see an increase of at least 
100 more riders this year, 
along with modifications to 
the course.

“Slowly but surely it’s 
building into something 
bigger and bigger all the 
time, so we’re pretty excit-
ed about it,” Steven said.

The first race is the Run-
ny Nose which runs 35 ki-
lometres and is not as com-
petitive as its big brother, 
the Steaming Nostril.

WHITNEY NEILSON

Cyclists to hit our rural roadways
Latest iteration of the Steaming Nostril race will see upwards of 400 participants as event continues to grow

“The Steaming Nostril 
event is the longer route 
and there’s going to be 
a wave one and a wave 
two. Wave one is for the 
more serious riders that 
are kind of licensed with 
the Ontario Cycling As-
sociation. They’re called 
UCI licensed. Anybody that 
wants to race in Ontario 
and go up levels has to 
have their license, so we 
generally ask those that are 
in wave one they should be 
a UCI licensed ride,” Steven 
said.

Wave two is also very 
competitive, but just a tad 
slower than wave one. But 
don’t be fooled because 
he’s seen some wave two 
riders beat competitors in 
wave one.

Registration has in-
creased from last year 
and they think they’ll see 

anywhere from 350 to 400 
cyclists out for the ride 
that starts in St. Jacobs and 
winds through trails and 
gravel roads for 70 kilome-
tres.

He says the last two win-
ters have been cold, which 
had an impact on cyclists 
getting out training. The 
race is sanctioned with the 
Ontario Cycling Associa-
tion, which means they’ll 
have Waterloo Regional Po-
lice paid duty and auxiliary 
out at all the intersections.

“The really neat thing 
about Steaming Nostril is 
it really is a unique ride in 
that it really is more of a 
gravel kind of rural road 
event. We go through farm 
lanes. We have a lot of peo-
ple from out of town that 
come to this event from 
Toronto and London. We 
actually have some people 

that emailed us from Cleve-
land, Ohio. They’re think-
ing about coming up as 
well. They love these gravel 
kind of races,” Steven said.

This year part of the 
course will go through a 
Mennonite farm laneway 
with some cow trails along 
a forested area by the river 
for about one and a half 
kilometers. He says this 
should make it even more 
interesting. 

“There’s a pretty steep 
climb back up to the farm 
lane to get back onto 
Hawkesville Road and 
that’s in about the last five 
or six kilometers. So that’s 
going to make it certainly 
very interesting. They’ll 
need to dismount from 
their bikes and carry their 
bikes probably up the one 
climb because the trail’s 
really more for cows than 
for people and bikes,” Ste-
ven said.

Then they’ll ride down 
the Three Bridges Road 
over the bridge to the Mill 
Trail right over to Front 
Street. The last part is the 
stair climb, right up off 
King Street in St. Jacobs to 
the top of Snyder Park.

“It throws in a couple 

of really unique different 
things than any other event 
really in Ontario or for that 
matter in Canada. We’ve 
got a stair climb, we’ve 
got some different things. 
We’re really excited. It’s 
going to be a lot of fun,” 
Steven said.

There will be lunch and 
a beer garden too for the 
cyclists to get a cold brew 
after the race.

They’re hoping to build 
this up to be another Paris 
to Ancaster, a big ride that’s 
been around for 25 years 
in Ancaster and sees more 
than 2,000 riders each 
year. 

They’ve also got a fat 
bike category and a single-
speed category. 

“We believe it really sup-
ports cycling too in the 
region. It’s a big part of 
our mandate to get more 
people riding bikes and 
getting out of their cars 
and all those things. It’s 
just a lot of fun to put on 
because it’s a rural road 
event. It’s not as complex 
as some of the road events 
we put on. Probably some 
of the most complexity 
is trying to figure out the 
church times for the vari-

ous Mennonite churches 
in the region. We touch 
on the course near their 
churches, so we try to 
time it so we’re either on 
the road while they’re at 
church or we’re passing 
while they’re on their way 
to church,” Steven said.

He notes that a chance 
to ride through a unique 
part of Ontario is a draw for 
some riders.

“That’s actually where 
the name Steaming Nostril 
came from as well. We were 
riding one night in the fall 
and we saw up ahead a 
horse and buggy with the 
lantern out front and it was 
really foggy and all you 
could see was the steam 
coming out of their nos-
trils,” Steven said.

The Steaming Nostril 
and the Runny Nose go 
Apr. 3 with the Runny Nose 
starting at 10:40 a.m., and 
the Steaming Nostril rid-
ers beginning at 11:10 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. A bike wash 
station will be set up and 
prizes will be awarded at 
the end of the races.

“We think this is going to 
become another real spring 
classic for Canada in due 
time.”

PLAYING ON A WOOL-
WICH Youth Soccer team 
isn’t just about passing 
the ball and scoring goals. 

For 13 members of the 
local soccer club, it is also 
about getting out into the 
community and using 
their playing skills to sup-
port a good cause. 

They represent a variety 
of teams playing for the 
local organization.

On Mar. 20, the play-
ers participated in the 5 
km portion of the Laurier 
Loop – an annual fund-
raiser for Parkinson’s Dis-
ease research at Wilfrid 
Laurier University.

Steve Sider, president 
of the soccer club’s execu-
tive, said it’s important to 
show players that there is 
a world outside of the soc-
cer pitch. The organiza-
tion wants kids to contrib-
ute and give back to the 
community at large, but 
also, to help build team-
work and partnerships.

“It helps them build 
camaraderie as a team. 
That is part of any sport 
- that sense of building 
your own community and 
building that as a team, 
but you also want to make 
connections with your 
broader community,” he 

Woolwich soccer players 
pitch in with helping hand 
for fundraising events

LIZ BEVAN said. “That is the biggest 
thing we are trying to do: 
making sure that the guys 
know that it is not just 
about playing soccer. Soc-
cer is a great thing to do, 
but we also want them to 
be able to contribute to 
bigger issues.”

Sider says he isn’t sure 
whether any of the boys 
participating in the run 
have had family mem-
bers directly affected by 
Parkinson’s Disease, but 
it was still important for 
them to add to the cause, 
and of course, have fun at 
the same time. 

“It went great. The 
other coach and I were 
running in the fundraiser 
as well, and we were teas-
ing the kids saying, ‘don’t 
be last and make sure that 
you aren’t going to get 
lapped,’ and then to see 
everyone do extremely 
well, that was great,” he 
said. “There were 13 all 
together that ran, and 
everyone finished and ran 
really well.”

Three of the partici-
pants from the Woolwich 
Youth Soccer Club, Owen 
Hill-Ring, Devin Noble 
and Ian Naisby, placed 
first, second and third in 
their age category with 
excellent times in the 5 
km race. 

“That wasn’t our goal, 
obviously, but it was nice 
to see them so as well as 
they did,” said Sider. “The 
main thing is just putting 
out that message and get-
ting people in the com-
munity to know the kids.”

He says an added bonus 
from participating in an 
event supporting a good 
cause is changing the 
reputation of teenagers in 
the Woolwich area. 

“There are a lot of 
things in the news with 
kids not really getting the 
best rep, and then when 
you see that there are 
good things that kids are 
involved with, it is good 
to highlight those and 
let the community know 
that there is a group of 
15-year-old boys that can 
do some good and have 
fun at the same time,” he 
said. 

This isn’t the last of the 
Woolwich Youth Soccer 
Club’s participation in 
community events, how-
ever. Teams will be taking 
part in the community 
cleanup on Apr. 16 and, 
at the end of April, they’ll 
be holding a soccer equip-
ment donation event 
where players can donate 
their old equipment to 
those who can’t afford 
their own.

Expanding their worldview, young players do their part 
for Parkinson’s research, community cleanup and more
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THE WELLESLEY APPLE-
JACKS DIDN’T let a little ice 
storm and power outage stop 
them from doling out acco-
lades at their annual awards 
banquet on March 24.

The Junior C team 
gathered at Kennedy’s 
Restaurant in St. Agatha 
for dinner by candlelight – 
there was no other choice 
– and to recognize the 
players who led the team 
to a fourth place finish this 
season.

Kevin Kleihauer took 
control of the microphone 
for the event, as he so often 
does at home games for the 
Jacks.

The trophy for total 
points this season came 
as no surprise, as it was 
awarded to Cal Jefferies.

Brady Gerber was given 
the Don Green Memorial 
Trophy.

“The Don Green Memo-
rial Trophy, also known as 
our most sportsmanlike 
award, is in memory of 
Don Green, who also was 
an avid sportsman, play-
ing baseball and hockey 
for the Wellesley Queens 
and Wellesley Merchants 
hockey team. Don unfor-
tunately passed away as 
a result of a car accident 
in North Easthope Town-
ship on Aug. 28, 1984. The 
new sound system in the 
arena has been donated by 
the Don Green memorial 
fund that was started in his 
name,” Kleihauer said.

The Coach’s Award went 
to Brenden Goran for his 
talent, dedication, and 
commitment to the Welles-
ley Applejacks hockey 
program.

Head coach Brad Gerber 
took a moment to explain 
what Goran brought to the 
team.

“We had an early camp 
skate in Waterloo one night 

Jacks find plenty of reasons to 
celebrate the season that just ended
Junior C team hands out trophies, accolades and good wishes at awards ceremony undeterred by ice storm

WHITNEY NEILSON and we saw this guy and we 
loved him right away. Now 
he was a little excited about 
playing for us. He thought 
well you sign me today or 
you’re not going to sign me 
at all. And he left the arena. 
If I would have known what 
he was going to bring to our 
arena this year we would 
have signed him that day. 
Brenden’s done so many 
things for us on and off the 
ice. All the boys love him, 
they call him dad. And I’m 
so excited that he’s moving 
back next year and he’s go-
ing to bring even more for 
us. ... We can compete with 
anybody when we have 
guys like this,” Gerber said.

Most Valuable Defense-
man went to Nick Mercier, 
who received the John Ig-
ley Memorial Trophy.

“John Igley grew up in 
Baden and attended Baden 
Public and Waterloo Oxford 
District High School.  John 
played his minor hockey 
in New Hamburg and two 
years for the Tavistock 
Braves. Clearly we’re not 
holding that against him. 
He was also a member of 
the Wellesley Applejacks 
as a defenseman from 1991 
through 1993. John passed 
away suddenly on Sept. 25, 
1996 playing hockey, the 
game he loved best,” Klei-
hauer said.

The Rookie of the Year 
Award was shared by 
Ryan Porter and Nicholas 
Breault.

Joe Heath was awarded 
the Martin Novack Memo-
rial Trophy as the unsung 
player of the season. 

“Martin, himself, grew 
up in Kitchener where he 
played his minor hockey. 
He was a member of the 
Wellesley Applejacks from 
1995 through 1997. Martin 
was killed in a motorcycle 
accident in Kitchener in 
the summer of 1997. He 
enjoyed his time playing 

ies. Twenty one guys came 
out. Since then I’ve talked 
to them all, guys we’ve got 
23 players that are eligible 
to return next year. Out of 
the 23 players every single 
one of them said if it works 
I want to come back. That’s 
amazing.”

He also reminded the 
boys there’s plenty of work 
to be done next season if 
they’re looking to continue 
their rise up the Junior C 
rankings.

“There’s better things to 
happen for this team. The 
team improved 18 points 
from last year, went from 
eighth place to fourth place, 
we won a round, but you 
know what, at the end of the 
day we haven’t won any-
thing. You’ve got to come 
back, you’ve got to work 
hard all summer, and you’ve 
got to come back in the fall 
ready to play hockey. We 
need to get better and we all 
will if we stay on the same 
page,” Gerber said.

hockey with the Applejacks 
and is remembered fond-
ly,” Kleihauer said.

Most improved player 
of the season, or the S.J. 
Campbell Memorial Trophy 
went to Nathan Schlupp. 
The trophy is in memory of 
Steve Campbell who was an 
avid baseball and hockey 
player. He also was the prin-
cipal of Wellesley Public 
School and passed away on 
Nov. 11, 1979 while playing 
broomball. 

“At the beginning of the 
season we started out fresh, 
a whole bunch of new 
faces, new bodies. We liked 
Nathan in training camp, 
we signed him. And to start 
the season the first half 
dozen games or so Nathan 
was a healthy scratch. But 
as the year went on this guy 
here was so dependable, 
unbelievable. He improved 
big time. He’s one of those 
guys you don’t notice, but 
that’s a good thing. If we 
don’t notice a defenseman 

he’s doing his job, game in 
and game out,” Gerber said.

The Most Valuable Lo-
cal Player Award, or the 
Wellesley Apple Products 
Trophy was given to Sean 
McEwan. The Wellesley 
Apple Products Trophy was 
donated by Ralph Yantzi, 
owner of the Wellesley Ci-
der Mill. He passed away 
suddenly in Arizona on 
Apr. 12, 1992. 

Cal Jefferies received his 
second award of the night, 
team MVP.

“He wore a letter for us 
this year for a very good 
reason. He’s a very big part 
of our team. This guy, if 
you know the team, this 
guy plays through injuries.
All year long he battled. 
The best teams that we 
played against put their 
best players against him. 
He still got us points. We 
are so fortunate that he’s 
got another year of Junior 
hockey left,” Gerber said.

Captain Justin Lebold, 

the only player aging out of 
the Applejacks this season, 
was given his #23 captain 
jersey as a thank you for his 
five years as an Applejack.

“Captain of the team, just 
did a phenomenal job in 
the dressing room. Justin 
out on the ice gave 100 per 
cent every shift, never quit. 
I think he was a true leader 
this year. He showed the 
guys what a true leader is all 
about,” said Rick Grebinski.

The team also thanked 
Brad Gerber for his first 
year as coach of the team, 
which earned him the 2015-
16 MWJCHL Coach of the 
Year Award. He reminded 
the group that the award 
is for the whole coaching 
staff and the players were 
easy to coach.

“We had our last skate 
last Saturday night and 
what a turnout. These teen-
age boys, I’m sure they had 
a lot better things to do 
than come to Wellesley and 
talk to me and Ted Jeffer-

The Wellesley Applejacks gathered for their annual awards banquet on Mar. 24 in St. Agatha, where they celebrated the successes of their 2015-2016 season. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Cal Jefferies received the team MVP award and the trophy for most points. Brady Gerber was awarded the Don Green Memorial Trophy for most sportsmanlike. Nathan Schlupp received the S.J. Campbell Memorial Trophy as the most-improved player.
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Monday, April 18th 
5:00 – 8:00 pm    

Woodside Bible Fellowship
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira 

No Charge - donations welcome

EVERYONE WELCOME
Get to know your local food producer.   Ask questions about 
how local food is grown, processed and retailed.  Buy and 
taste local food from Woolwich   (cash sales only). 

         See work by local artists.   
For more details call Joy at 519-664-3534, ext. 230

A Taste of Woolwich - 10th Anniversary!

5:30 pm Stock Talk: Make nutritious bone broth from 
local ingredients by Jill Weaver

6:15 pm Sounds of Woolwich: Enjoy delightful 
harmonies of the Local Vocals

7:00 pm What’s your ‘gut’ feeling? Keeping your 
digestive tract healthy by Dr. E. Allen-Vercoe

Bird Watching Hike
Sunday, May 1st  2:00 - 4:00 pm 

Join Mark Bauman for birding & hiking 
on the Health Valley Trail in St. Jacobs   
For more information contact Mark at:  mbauman@woolwich.ca  or  519-465-8368

Woolwich
Healthy
Communities
Month April/May 2016

School Hikes -  April 18th - 22nd  

Spring on the Trail

Spring on the Trail  Sat. May 14th
10:00 am - 2:00pm
Visit:  springonthetrail.ca

Photo credit Neil de Boer

Tree Planting
Laurie Stockton

Contact Anne, for a location near you. 
email:  aroberts@woolwich.ca 
or call  519- 669-6027
or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 7027

Sat., Apr. 16th
8:30 am - 12:00 pm

Spring on the Trail Ride
Saturday May 14th at 9:30am

Meet at the Woolwich Memorial Centre
24 Snyder Ave. S., Elmira

Events are brought to you by Woolwich Healthy Communities  ~  www.healthywoolwich.org

Volunteers are welcome to any of the plantings!  For additional 
information on future opportunities contact Ann at:   

aroberts@woolwich.ca or
519- 669-6027 or 1-877-969-0094 x 7027  

Ride the Kissing Bridge Trail from 
Elmira to Millbank with a stop for 
lunch at Anna Mae’s Restaurant.
Return via road or come back the 
Trail.  Activities planned in Millbank. 

All ride details on:   
ridewithgps.com/routes/7154767 

Saturday 
April 23rd & 30th 

8:30 am - 12:00 pm
Trees for Woolwich

Tuesday Apr. 26th &
Wednesday Apr. 27th

Woolwich Clean Waterways Group
 

Help Leave a
Green Legacy!

Healthy Hikes  -  School Hikes, Bird Watching HikeCommunity
Clean-up Day

NEWNEW

Photo credit Joe Meissner
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WHILE MOST MINOR HOCK-
EY teams are finishing up 
their seasons, the Woolwich 
Wild are already busy re-
cruiting players for the fall.

An annual occurrence, 
the Come and Try Girls 
Hockey event held next 
month introduces inter-
ested girls to the sport and 
allows them to meet girls 
who are already playing it.

Woolwich Wild sched-
uler Jacinta Faries says 
roughly a dozen girls came 
out last year and many of 
them decided then and 
there to give hockey a go 
for the following season.

“I would say most of 
them really enjoyed the 
experience, liked being 
out there, and quite a few 
of them signed up with us 
too,” Faries said.

The 2014/2015 season 
was the first time Woolwich 
Wild hit the 200-mark for 
registration and it gradu-
ally grows every year.

Each girl who attends the 
event will need skates, a 
stick, a helmet, and hockey 
gloves. But if they don’t 
have some of those they 
can get them from Faries, 
or one of the other organiz-
ers, Dan McIntyre.

“If they call us if they 
don’t have some of the 

Girls’ hockey already making a recruitment push
WHITNEY NEILSON equipment then we’ll see 

what we can do. We just 
need to know in advance 
so we make sure we have 
something the right size,” 
Faries said.

She says it’s important 
for them to continue to 
make hockey accessible for 
girls because it’s no lon-
ger a boys’ sport, and one 
that’s growing.

“There’s a lot of inter-
est out there at every 
age, all the way from the 
4-year-old girls that are 
coming out and even up 
to women. We have lots of 
people that are interested 
more and more. And you 
see women’s hockey more 
and more at the university 
level, Team Canada, that 
kind of thing. And I think 
there are places for girls to 
go now. Once they’re done 
minor hockey there’s more 
pickup hockey for women 
available than there ever 
was before,” Faries said.

She notes that hockey’s 
a sport that girls can start 
when they’re young and 
play throughout their life, 
as a good way to exercise 
and form friendships.

Girls who attend the 
Come and Try Girls Hockey 
event will start with some 
basic skating drills and 
then try hockey drills to 
get a feel for the stick and 

puck. They’ll play a scrim-
mage game at the end, 
splitting the ice in half 
between the younger and 
the older girls, so the young 
ones don’t get intimidated.

“They get a taste for the 
game that way,” Faries said.

Aside from the stereo-
type of hockey as a boys 
sport, another barrier 
Faries sees keeping girls 
from playing hockey is the 
idea that it’s a rough sport.

“You see the body check-
ing that goes on, say on TV 
when you’re watching NHL 

hockey or you see older 
boys hockey. For the girls 
there’s no body checking 
allowed. Some people are 
not aware that there’s those 
kinds of rules in place. It 
can be intimidating from a 
physical perspective, but in 
girls’ and women’s hockey 
there’s no body checking, 
so once people realize that 
it becomes less intimidat-
ing,” Faries said.

She adds they try to 
make girls hockey more 
affordable by pricing their 
rookie program around the 

Emma McCoubrey, Maria Martin, Elle Schwindt, Isla McCoubrey and Stella Grundy are all current Woolwich Wild players. Interested girls can see what hockey’s all about at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre on Apr. 3 at the annual Come and Try Girls Hockey event. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: LL#3
Mar. 22 vs Twin Centre #1
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Carson Staken (3), Adam 
Lavigne, Declan Martin
Assists: Taylor Weber, Luke 
Forbes, Owen McAdam
Shutout: Tommy Madison

Novice: MAJOR
Mar. 20 vs Guelph

Home: 3  Visitor: 3
Goals: Ethan Burkholder, Josh 
Carson (2)
Assists: Mitchell Roemer, 
Keaton Kidd

Novice: MAJOR A
Mar. 21 vs Guelph
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals:  Josh Carson, Josh 
Frey, Riley Dettweiler
Assists: Mitchell Roemer, 
Matthew Darrigan, Josh Frey (2)

THE SCORE

same as a learn to skate 
program. This way they’ll 
be getting those skating 
skills, but also learning 
hockey at the same time.

And seeing how kids 
often try a whole whack of 
different activities before 
realizing they don’t actually 
enjoy them all, this oppor-
tunity through the Wool-
wich Wild will let them, and 
their parents, see if they 
actually want to pursue it.

“For this event it’s get-
ting young girls out to try it. 
Come out and try it and see 

what you think, without all 
the expense,” Faries said. 
Come and Try Girls Hockey 
runs Apr. 3 at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre in Elmira 
at 1 p.m., with participants 
on the ice at 1:30 p.m. Any 
girls between 4 and 12 
years old (by Dec. 31, 2016) 
interested in giving hockey 
a try are encouraged to 
come out. If you need 
equipment contact Faries 
at jfaries@rogers.com or 
519-669-8625 or McIntyre 
at dannymac73@xplornet.
ca or 226-338-3434.

Novice: MAJOR
Mar. 24 vs Guelph
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goals: Sam Ratcliffe
Assists: Jacob Noot

Novice: MAJOR 
Mar. 26 vs Guelph
Home: 5  Visitor: 5
Goals: Riley Dettweiler (2), 
Ethan Burkholder (2), Josh Frey
Assists: Jacob Noot (2), Josh 
Frey, Owen Weppler, Cam 

Beisel, Matt Darrigan, Danny 
Schaefer

Novice: MAJOR A
Mar. 27 vs Guelph
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Josh Frey, Sam Ratcliffe 
(2), Ethan Burkholder, Mitchell 
Roemer
Assists: Owen Weppler, Ethan 
Burkholder, Keaton Kidd, Cam 
Beisel, Matt Darrigan, Connor 
Goebel, Josh Carson, Danny 
Schaefer, Riley Dettweiler, 
Jacob Noot

Atom: MINOR A
Mar. 19 vs Barrie
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Brady Martin (4)
Assists: Isaac Lopers, Eric Kane

Peewee: MAJOR AE
Mar. 20 vs Centre Wellington
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Danny Soehner (2) 
Kieren Oberholzer
Assists: Ben Fretz, Kolin 
Weigel, Andrew Weber

Midget: LL#1
Mar. 21 vs Hespeler
Home: 9  Visitor: 8
Goals: Jeff Talbot, Nick 
Campagnolo (2), Alex Metzger, 
Ryan Deimert (2), Connor Goss 
(2), Michael DeVries
Assists: Ryan Deimert (3), Liam 
Catton (3), Alex Metgzer (2), 
Nick Campagnolo, Ben Bishop 
(2), Jeff Talbot (4), Max Bender, 
Michael DeVries

Midget: LL#1
Mar. 24 vs Hespeler
Home: 5  Visitor: 2
Goals: Max Bender, Ben Bishop 
(2), Jeff Talbot (2)
Assists: Connor Goss, Ryan 
Deimert (2), Adam Elliot, Nick 
Campagnolo

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Peewee: B
Mar. 23 vs Guelph

Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Delaney Jacklin, Delaney 
Keen, Maddy Goss
Visitor: Charlise Roth, Julia 
Doerbecker, Sydney Dettweiler, 
Delaney Jacklin
Shutout: Bethany Hebbourn

Atom: LL
Mar. 26 vs Ayr
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Claire Jacklin, Kyla 
Bloch, Tiana Bender
Assists: Kelsey Brubacher, 
Reese Talbot, Emily Martin

WOOLWICH JUVENILE SQUAD EMERGES VICTORIOUS OVER ERIE IN OMHA FINALS

The Woolwich Wildcats Juvenile team beat Erie North Shore 6-2 on Saturday night in the Ontario Minor Hockey Association finals in front of a packed house at the Woolwich Memorial Centre. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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VENTURE

FIELD
NOTES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

MANUFACTURING / BEHIND THE SCENES

Plenty to do 
before the syrup 
reaches your 
pancakes

TUESDAY NIGHT, DOZENS 
OF women gathered at a 
country bar in Guelph. 

Normally, that wouldn’t 
be news. 

But Tuesday it was. The 
group comprised mem-
bers of the Ag Women’s 
Network, re-launching 
their organization with a 
new logo. It’s one step in 
a branding campaign that 
they figure they now need 
to identify themselves to 
others, given the way their 
group has taken off over 
the past year.

“We need some brand 
identity, something we 
can get behind,” says Jen-
nifer Christie, one of the 
founding members and 
the organization’s current 
chair. “There’s momentum, 
there’s a spotlight on us, 
people are talking about 
us.” 

Indeed, they’re nearing 
1,100 members on their 
Facebook group. As well, 
they have more than 1,000 
followers on their blog 
(www.agwomensnetwork.
com). It took the fledgling 
organization two years to 
get their first 500 mem-
bers, which it rightly con-
sidered a true achievement 
at the time. Any group 
would admire those num-
bers. But the latest 500 
have joined in just the past 
six months.

All this activity inspired 
Christie and the other net-
work organizers to start 
formally developing a 
brand, launching it with a 
logo, courtesy of St. Jacobs-
based Quarry Communica-
tions’ executive creative 
director Mike Palmer. 

Understandably, net-
work observers wonder 
what’s going on. Women 

Momentum 
and growth 
sparks re-
launch of ag. 
women’s 
network
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Reist Farm Supplies one of the 
manufacturers and suppliers 
that help make the industry go

SYRUP | 18

Like the bottles and other containers, labels come in a range of configurations, allowing syrup producers to customize the packaging of their 
products.

Reist Farm Supplies in Elmira provides the supplies needed to produce high quality maple syrup to producers across Ontario and into Quebec. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

to they don’t really teach 
this industry. They actually 
teach how to properly weld 
and fuse stainless, but that 
process doesn’t actually 
work for what we do be-
cause it actually warps the 
pan, so to speak, beyond 
recognition. So we had to 
teach ourselves how to do it 
and it’s been a long process, 
but we’re getting there,” 
Reist said.

He recalls trying TIG 
welding as a teenager when 
it first became popular. He 

says his dad tried it too but 
didn’t find much success. 

“Because I was young 
I tried it and I kept at it, 
failed, tried again, failed, 
and eventually I kind of got 
a bit of a pattern of how it 
worked and by the time I 
was probably close to 20 
years old, we pretty much 
had it to where we’ve come 
a long way and we think we 
know what we’re doing. We 
hired a young 20-year-old 
fella to help us and I was 
teaching him how to do it. 

And the first day because 
I had all these tricks I was 
able to lead him on and get 
him started. Well he took 
from where I stopped and 
thought I was a perfection-
ist, he went from there and 
he made it better,” he says 
with a laugh.

He says they’ve gone 
from making fairly good 
looking evaporators to ones 
that look like they were 
made in a factory, where 
the welding lines are so 
neat and polished that 

they’re hard to see.
“That’s been our learning 

curve for probably close to 
20-odd years,” Reist said.

He notes the manufac-
turing side is probably only 
five to 10 per cent of their 
business, and the rest is 
acting as a dealer for maple 
syrup equipment and other 
goods. 

“We actually are a reg-
istered dealer for Lapierre 
Equipment in Quebec. 
They are a large company. 
They have 140,000 taps 
themselves and then they 
actually manufacture most 
of the maple equipment for 
what we basically sell. Then 
we sell packaging, like glass 
jars, bottles, etcetera,” Reist 
said.

And they’ve got a huge 
variety of glass bottles for 
bottling syrup, including 
bottles shaped like hockey 
players, gingerbread men 
and Christmas trees.

“Certainly maple is prob-
ably our biggest kettle of 
fish that we cook,” Reist 
said.

And business is good, 
as they recently expanded 
their facility on Line 86 to 
make more space for their 

THE FRUIT OF THE sugar 
maple on full display this 
weekend at the Elmira Ma-
ple Syrup Festival depends 
on good weather, but it also 
owes much of its success to 
the tools involved in tap-
ping, evaporating, and stor-
ing the sugary nectar.

Edgar Reist of Reist Farm 
Supplies in Elmira got 
involved in the maple busi-
ness at a young age, watch-
ing his father and grandfa-
ther to learn the tools of the 
trade.

Through years of trial 
and error he learned how 
to do what’s called TIG 
(Tungsten Inert Gas) weld-
ing in order to manufacture 
evaporators, or what some 
people call boiling vats. 
The evaporator turns the 
sap into syrup through de-
humidification, and it’s the 
major product they manu-
facture.

“The manufacturing is 
a very tedious job. It’s TIG 
welding, stainless is very 
slow work. We’ve taught 
ourselves. There’s nobody 
in the industry that will 
actually be able to tell you 
how to do it because any 
welding school that you go 

WHITNEY NEILSON
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have been involved in 
agriculture for decades 
or more, so how did this 
group of young profession-
als – which started out as 
a handful of casual friends 
and acquaintances – gain 
such momentum?

Well, besides their com-
mon passion for agricul-
ture, Christie says a lot of 
their firepower is due to 
timing.

“Equality is a conver-
sation that’s happening 
everywhere,” she says. 
“Everyone’s talking about 
the opportunities that arise 
with equality, and not just 
in agriculture. We’re a part 
of a bigger movement.”

It’s also the result of 
some pent-up frustra-
tion. Overall, agriculture 
has been slow to embrace 
women in the boardroom. 
There have been sparkling 
examples of women in 
leadership positions in 
some farm organizations; 
the Ontario Federation of 
Agriculture and Ontario 
Pork come to mind. But 
Christie says there is a lot 

goods.
But if Mother Nature isn’t 

cooperating that means 
less syrup produced and 
less need for their products.

“If no maple is done it’s 
detrimental to our inven-
tory, for sure. It’s kind of 
interesting how it works 
because maple is so sea-
sonal that all our suppliers 
are seasonal as well. We 
actually have to order [the 
bottles] in August, Septem-
ber for the following year to 
allow them time to make or 
create it,” Reist said.

They don’t make the 
stainless steel barrels which 
maple syrup is stored in,  
but they have to order them 
within the next two weeks 
to have them in stock for 
next year. This requires 

of room for improvement.
“Women make up 30 per 

cent of primary produc-
ers, but agricultural boards 
don’t have 30 per cent of 
women as their members,” 
she says.

That’s one reason the 
network is focused on lead-
ership, to give women skills 
and confidence to compete 
in the sector, and help it 
advance.

It’s not just primary 
producers who are join-
ing the network, although 
they comprise more than 
20 per cent of its member-
ship (women who work on 
and off the farm make up 
another 18 per cent). The 
majority, 34 per cent, are 
agribusiness professionals 
– and that sense, given how 
women dominate agricul-
tural marketing and com-
munications, and much 
of that activity is based in 
Guelph.

On Tuesday, the network 
organizers also introduced 
their new governance 
structure, featuring leader-
ship, advisory and mentor-
ship teams. Christie envi-

planning far in advance, 
especially for some of their 
glass and packaging that 
comes from Europe and 
China.

“In the past 10 years I’ve 
seen a huge increase in 
volume of maple syrup. 
There’s a bunch of reasons 
for that and probably the 
most prevalent reason is we 
have introduced a vacuum 
into the maple syrup in-
dustry to suck the sap from 
the trees. Now, we’re not 
killing the trees by any 
means. What we’re doing is 
actually enhancing the sap 
flow. That has doubled our 
crop from the same trees 
from the tap holes; we have 
basically got double the 
amount of maple syrup and 
that has now basically dou-
bled the flow,” Reist said.

He says the buy local 

sions the latter consisting 
of mainly non-ag. people, 
to promote some hybrid 
vigour and expose mem-
bers to best practices from 
other disciplines.

And they talked more 
about the way forward. One 
of the group’s most suc-
cessful events (they called 
it a “winter warm-up”) was 
a virtual gathering over a 
weekend further expand-
ing the network, attract-
ing members beyond the 
Guelph area – way beyond, 
in fact, right across the 
country. Christie expects 
similar virtual efforts to 
follow, maybe like the sto-
ried CBC Farm Forum, kind 
of a Cross-Country Check-
Up for agriculture.   

But through all this net-
work growth and maturing, 
Christie says they won’t 
lose sight of the social as-
pect of coming together, 
something that helped 
bring them together in the 
first place.

Which is why no matter 
the amount of officialdom, 
meeting in a country bar 
makes perfect sense.

movement has helped their 
business too and every 
year, year over year, their 
retail packaging sales usu-
ally increase about 10 per 
cent, and that’s been the 
standard for the past de-
cade as producers are look-
ing to turn a bigger profit 
and need more supplies to 
do so.

“We make it possible for 
hundreds, possibly thou-
sands of people. We service 
a lot of Ontario, actually. 
We don’t really advertise, 
but yet we’re widely known 
all the way from I’d say 
Windsor to Barrie to all 
the way down to Eastern 
Quebec. We service a broad 
range and probably a good 
450 to 500 regular custom-
ers and a lot of walk-ins 
which we don’t record,” 
Reist said.

ROBERTS: Network takes on a new structure

SYRUP: Demand fuels growth of industry
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Don’t want to lease? 
buy them with 0% for 72 month fi nancing.1

1 Offer valid from 21 March 2016 until 2 May 2016. 0% APR purchase fi nancing for 72 months on new John Deere Sub- Compact Utility Tractors and Compact Utility Tractors. 
0% APR purchase fi nancing for 72 months on new John Deere 1023E and 3032E Compact Tractors. Down payment may be required. Taxes, set-up, delivery, freight, preparation 
charges and a $50 documentation fee may apply.  Representative Amount Financed: $10 000, at 0%APR, monthly payment is $138.89 for 72 months, total obligation is $10,000, 
cost of borrowing is $0. Monthly payments/cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed/down payment.  Minimum fi nance amount may be required; represen-
tative amount does not guarantee offer applies. The charge for amounts past due is 24% per annum. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Additional dealer fees may apply. 
Financing on approved John Deere Financial credit only. See dealer for details. Limited time offer which may not be combined with other offers.  Discounts or other incentives 
may be available for cash purchases. By selecting the purchase fi nancing offer, consumers may be foregoing such discounts and incentives which may result in a higher effective 
interest rate. 2 For example, on an 1023E plus a H120 loader and 54D mower based on a residual price of $11,300 to be fi nanced for a maximum of 5 years with 60 monthly 
payments of $179/month plus tax totaling $11,300 based on 0 % APR with a cost of borrowing of $0. Offer valid from 21 March 2016 until 2 May 2016, and is subject to approval 
by John Deere Financial and for agricultural use only. Monthly rental payments assume a 60-month lease. Taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges could increase monthly 
payment. Monthly payments may vary based upon the end of lease term purchase option price, down payment and length of lease term. This program is subject to end without 
notice and is available only at participating dealers. Hours limited to 100hr/yr, $15 per hour over, on the 1023E, and 3032E when leasing. 3 For example, on a 3032E plus D160 
loader and RB2072 box blade based on a residual price of  $14,500 to be fi nanced for a maximum of 5 years with 60 monthly payments of $260/month plus tax totaling  $14,500 
based on 0% APR with a cost of borrowing of $0. Offer valid from 21 March 2016 until 2 May 2016, and is subject to approval by John Deere Financial and for agricultural use 
only. Monthly rental payments assume a 60-month lease. Taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges could increase monthly payment. Monthly payments may vary based upon 
the end of lease term purchase option price, down payment and length of lease term. This program is subject to end without notice and is available only at participating dealers. 
Hours limited to 100hr/yr, $15 per hour over, on the 1023E, and 3032E when leasing.

Whether you buy or lease...
        It’s smart to run 
                a John Deere.

- Excellent lighting for 24/7 working conditions
- Two hydraulic pumps provide effi cient operation
- Independent control valve for loader control
- Standard 4WD provides maximum traction

     LEASE STARTING AT 

$260/MONTH3

3032E Compact Tractor Package
with Loader and Box Blade

- Excellent lighting for 24/7 working conditions
- Two hydraulic pumps provide effi cient operation
- Independent control valve for loader control

     LEASE STARTING AT 

$260

3032E Compact Tractor Package
with Loader and Box Blade

- Powerful Final Tier 4-compliant diesel engine
- New, easy-lift hood with dual gas-charged lift struts
- Easy-to-operate two speed hydrostatic transmission with
   Twin Touch™ foot controls

     LEASE STARTING AT

$179/MONTH2

1023E Sub-Compact Tractor Package
with Loader and Mower Deck

     LEASE STARTING AT

$
     LEASE STARTING AT

$

They manufacture evaporators but also sell a huge variety of bottles and jars to sell the syrup in, everything from old-fashioned tins to glass 
gingerbread men. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

Maryhill’s Commercial Tavern is 
certainly no stranger to Good music
Just returned from Europe, legendary trio the Good Brothers performs Sunday afternoon at the popular venue

WHITNEY NEILSON

FRESH FROM THEIR 38TH 
European tour, the Good 
Brothers are ready to put 
on a show for the local 
crowd at Maryhill’s one 
and only Commercial Tav-
ern.

“From Amsterdam to 
Maryhill, here we come,” 
laughs Bruce Good, one 
third of the Canadian 
country music trio.

Joined by twin brother 
Brian and younger brother 
Larry, Good says they al-
ways look forward to the 
Maryhill crowd, even after 
48 years in the music busi-
ness.

“Paul Weber is a very 
good friend of ours first of 
all and foremost. He’s got 
this cool little club down 
there that it seems a lot of 
acts are performing at. It 
seems like a popular little 
place for somewhere out 
in the middle of  nowhere. 
And it really draws a real 
listening audience, which 
is very appealing for any 
band. So it’s really a lot of 
fun,” Good said.

“It’s very cozy.”
In less than two weeks 

they’ll head to Atlantic 
Canada for yet another 
tour. And they’re still 
keeping busy with record-
ing on top of touring. He 
says after nearly a half 
century in the music busi-

ness, “it’s too late to turn 
back now.”

They played in the Neth-
erlands, Germany, and 
Switzerland on their most 
recent European tour, but 
they’ve toured places like 
Spain, Austria, France and 
the Czech Republic.

“It seems that with every 
album it seems to sustain 
our careers for another few 
years. It looks like we’re 
going to make it to the big 
50-mark in our careers 
anyways. That’s kind of 
exciting for us. It’s music 
for us. My dreams of be-
ing a NHL hockey player 
or a neurosurgeon are far 
behind me now. That ain’t 
gonna happen and in fact 
it probably never was go-
ing to happen,” he laughs.

They were recently 
inducted into the North 
American Country Hall of 
Fame, which he says was a 
nice feather in their cap.

It’s not often they per-
form at bars anymore, 
with the Tavern being one 
exception.

“Actually Paul’s club, the 
Commercial, is one of the 
very few bars that we play. 
Now we play mostly festi-
vals and fairs and special 
events like that. But Paul 
is a dear old friend of ours, 
so we like playing his club. 
His place is kind of special 
in that way that it’s a lis-
tening club and you really 

get the message across,” 
Good said.

He says they have a fairly 
stable routine that works so 
they often stick with that, 
but since they’ve played 
the tavern several times be-
fore, they’ll have some new 
material for the audience.

And their fan base has 
stuck around all these 
years, making it possible 
for them to perform here in 
Canada and abroad.

“It’s really great to spread 
our wings and see other 

The Good Brothers, Larry, Bruce and Brian, will be making a stop at the Commercial Tavern for a Sunday afternoon performance. [SUBMITTED]
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2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, just before Florapine Road | 519-669-3154 | M-F 9-6 • Sat 8-5 

$4.99$4.99

FRESH DAILY BAKING!
COME IN AND SEE WHAT’S NEW!

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL

2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 2191 Arthur St. N., Elmira, 

MAPLE SYRUP, BAKING,
PRODUCE, MEAT OR CHEESE

MAPLE SYRUP, BAKING,
PRODUCE, MEAT OR CHEESE

MAPLE SYRUP, BAKING,
PRODUCE, MEAT OR CHEESE

AND GET A FREE
MAPLE SYRUP MUFFIN
WITH COFFEE VALID ON ELMIRA MAPLE 

SYRUP FESTIVAL DAY ONLY.

countries. That’s half the 
reason I got in this busi-
ness because I love people 
and I love to travel, so you 
get to enjoy both when you 
play music like this,” Good 
said.

They’ll be taking re-
quests at their Tavern 
concert and he says if they 
know the songs they’ll do 
them. People can expect to 
hear “The Fox on the Run,” 
along with lots of original 
songs, new and old.

“For us it’s more than 

just the music. A lot of our 
intros are part of our show 
as well. We like to entertain 
at all times, even while 
we’re not playing music. Of 
course my wife has been 
saying that for years any-
way,” he laughs.

And through it all their 
success comes back to be-
ing a family.

“It’s a good thing too 
when you work with your 
brothers. The egos don’t 
get in the way so much. 
I’ve seen some wonderful 

bands with tremendous po-
tential and I’ve seen them 
split up over small things. 
I think the fact that we’re 
brothers helps keep us to-
gether because we’re good 
brothers first and then 
Good Brothers second,” 
Good said.

The Good Brothers per-
form at the Commercial 
Tavern Apr. 3 at 3 p.m. 
Tickets are $25 available at 
the tavern, 1303 Maryhill 
Rd., or by calling 519-648-
3644.
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

AUCTIONEERS:
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of 

2011 Ford Taurus, antiques, household 
goods, and miscellaneous items, to be held 

at the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south of Wellesley, 

for Shirley Ritz Unrau, New Hamburg, The 
Susan Rollo Estate, Waterloo, & additions, 

on

THURSDAY, APRIL 7TH @ 10:00 A.M.

CAR: 2011 Ford Taurus SEL, 6 cyl, 4 dr, silver, 
leather, approx. 35,000km. Selling safetied & 
e-tested. To sell at 12:00 noon. 
HOUSEHOLD: KENMORE fridge & stove. 
Kenmore Series 300 washer & gas dryer. 
Apt. size freezer. 4pc. oak double bedroom 
suite suite (swing mirrors). Malcolm 3pc. 
queen bedroom suite. Bedroom furniture 
including double bed. Pine centre pedestal 
table & 2 chairs. China cabinet. Knechtel hall 
table. Matching sofa & chair. Cedar chest. 
Office furniture. Patio furniture. Sheet music. 
Records. Bedding. China, glass plus the 
usual household goods. 
MISC. ITEMS: JD D160 - 24hp riding lawn 
mower, 48in., running order (hydrostat 
needs work). White riding lawn mower – 
good running order, Poulan Pro 24in. snow 
blower – like new, 2 - Poulan 21in. snow 
blowers, King 5.5hp twin piston portable air 
compressor, hand & power tools, leather 
horse harness, books (many horse related), 
new bird feeders and log cabin bird houses, 
alum. ladder, bird bath, etc. 
ANTIQUES: 3PC. double oak bedroom 
suite – excellent. Eastlake sideboard. Buffet. 
Dining table & chairs. Wash stand. 3 Victorian 
side chairs. Cellar table (missing drawers). 2 
fold-over extension tables. Oak & press back 
rockers. Wooden bench. Duncan Phyfe end 
tables. Parlour tables. Old steamer trunk. 
Pequegnat Ward mantel clock. Northumbria 
8pl. setting sterling silverware. Labatt’s beer 
tray. Cincinnati tip tray. Ginger beer bottle. 
Advertising thermometers. Old radios. 8 
Beswick horses. 3 Beswick dogs. Beswick 
lion cub & jersey calf. 14 Peter Etril Snyder 
prints. Prints by Newby, Roger Witmer, 
A.J. Casson, etc. Goebel figurines. Coke 
coolers. 30 plus Royal Doulton’s to include 
Alison, Laird, Bride, Cavalier, Christmas 
Morn, Country Lass, Enchantment, Eventide, 
Kiona, Foaming Quart, Francine, Goodie Two 
Shoes, Laurianne, Innocence, Judge, Kirsty, 
Last Waltz, Lobster Man, Lynne, Maurenne, 
Michele, Monica, Lunch Time, Marjorie, 
Mask Seller, Secret Thoughts, Soiree, 
Master, Sweet Seventeen, Vanity, Veneta, 
Christmas Parcels, Clarissa, etc. Local 
tins & honey pails. Milk bottles including 
Cockerton). Large cabbage cutter with box. 
Coffee grinder. Hats in hat boxes. Dumart & 
JM Schneider baskets. 1930’s & 40’s Family 
Heralds. Old postcards. View Master in 
original box. Few stamps. 1954 Kitchener 
Centennial cup. Horse bookends. Medalta 
1 gal. crock. Other crocks & jugs. Old ration 
books. 1956 Falcon Farm Equipment Catalog. 
Costume jewelry. Oil paintings. Fancy linen. 
Lamps. Tea figurines. China & glass (2 pc. 
Moorcroft, candle sticks, fancy cups & 
saucers, Biscuit jar, Limoges, etc.).

ON PG. 21

MORE 
AUCTION 
LISTINGS
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PLACE AN AD IN 
OUR CLASSIFIED 
SECTION TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 
or Visit: 

www.observerxtra.com
CONTINUED 
ON PG. 21

Part time DZ Driver wanted.
Must have clean driver’s abstract, be physically 
fit, and be able to drive standard transmission.

Perfect for retired person. Local freight, Toronto, 
London, Stoney Creek areas

Fax resume to: 519-669-3845.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Has an opening for a full-time person. 
Duties include customer service, 

restocking, order picking.
Apply with resume in person or 

email mattmch@cyg.net
We thank everyone for applying however only 
those selected for interview will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

Has an opening for a full-time

Inside Sales & 
Customer Service Person.

Construction and/or manufacturing 
background would be an asset.

Apply with resume in person or 
email mattmch@cyg.net

We thank everyone for applying however only 
those selected for interview will be contacted.

Has an immediate opening for a full-time

Warehouse / Order Picker 
/ Delivery Person.

Drivers licence required.
Apply with resume in person or 

email mattmch@cyg.net
We thank everyone for applying however only 
those selected for interview will be contacted.

SHEAR AND BRAKE OPERATOR Full-time position available for 
production of light-gauge metal flashings and other building 
materials. An individual who can give attention to details and precise 
workmanship would be well suited for this position. Experience with 
a shear or brake, or in frame building construction would be an asset.

Apply in person to: 7806 Sixth Line, Drayton
or contact us at: 519-638-2746 ext 1, or 

sales@macoenterprises.ca.

HELP WANTED

DESTINY’S HAIR LOFT  IS 
seeking a licensed hair-
stylist to join our team. 
Beautiful salon and great 
working environment. We 
will consider part time and 
full time applicants. Please 
email: destinyshairloft@
gmail.com for more details.

GERBER MEATS IS GROWING! 
(Again). We are currently 
looking to hire several 
men and women for our 
company. Full time, training 
provided. We require: Meat 
Cutters and counter staff. 
Ward Skinner 519-709-3954.

HELP WANTED

LANDSCAPE HELP 
WANTED.  ALL positions 
available. Drivers lic. 
needed. Experience would 
be an asset but willing to 
train. Email Resume or fax 
to 519-669-9369, kdetwei-
ler@rogers.com Wages to 
be determined with experi-
ence.

WE’RE HIRING! WE have a 
part time customer service 
position available. Must be 
available alternating Satur-
days. Please drop off your 
resume in person or send to 
info@greenvalleyhealth.ca.

SOFTNER SALT  - 20KG 
bags, minimum 25 bags, 
skid lots of 56. Delivered 
in St. Jacobs, St. Clements, 
Elmira & Linwood areas. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF  TRACTOR, 
combine, machinery, pit 
related equipment, vehicles 
and miscellaneous items, to 
be held at 925878 13th Con. 
Blandford Blenheim Twp. 
(Approx. 5 miles south of 
New Hamburg - Highway 
7&8, south at Stratford Far 
Equipment on C.R.1, south 
on C.R. 5, east on Con. 13 or 
5 miles northwest of Bright), 
for Walter Ferguson, on 
Saturday April 2nd @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451. 

BUTCHER SHOP  AUCTION OF 
Equipment, walk-in cooler/
freezer, display coolers and 
other related items, to be 
held at 1776 Erb’s Rd. in St. 
Agatha, for St. Agatha Meat 
Market (Dieter & Sandra 
Hiemer), on Monday, April 
4th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

AUCTION SALE OF 2011  Ford 
Taurus, antiques, household 
goods, and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at the K.W. 
Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger 
Rd. 2 miles south of Welles-
ley, for Shirley Ritz Unrau, 
New Hamburg, The Susan 
Rollo Estate, Waterloo, & 
additions, on Thursday, April 
7th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

FRIDAY APRIL  8 AT 5:00 PM 
- Toy auction of tractor trail-
ers; farm toys; precision; 
collector cars; banks; and 
other collectables. Watch 
our website for a full list 
and pictures for the collec-
tion of the Raymond Hogg 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF  HOUSE-
HOLD effects, antiques, tools 
and miscellaneous items, to 
be held at 6540 - 10th Line 
of Minto Twp. (Highway 89 
then east on 10th Line -4 
miles east of Harriston), for 
the Ephraim Martin Estate, 
on Saturday, April 9th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME HELP WANTED.   
Local chick hatchery looking 
for motivated individual. 
Duties include chick and 
egg handling, general clean 
up. Mondays and Thursdays 
starting at 5 a.m. Competi-
tive wages. Fax resume to 
519-664-3491, email: staff@
freyshatchery.com or call 
519-897-3209.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY  YOUR 
CHOICE for effective treat-
ment of specific health 
conditions or wellness 
maintenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower Well-
ness Centre, 69 Arthur St. S., 
Elmira. 519-669-0112. Every 
Body is Better with Bowen!

CALL GRANT BRUBACH-
ER  FOR 1 hour deep muscle 
therapy treatments at your 
home. 519-577-3251. Excel-
lent for all ages. Serving Mt. 
Forest, Harriston, Milverton, 

Millbank, Elmira and sur-
rounding communities.

FOR SALE

BABY ITEMS FOR SALE Graco 
playpen, Fischer Price crib 
mobile, musical activity 
table, Jumperoo, plus many 
more items. Excellent condi-
tion. Call 519-669-4360 for 
details.

NOTICE - CLEARING 
All  antiques, oil paintings, 
mattresses, chairs, tables. 
Must come see. 20 Waterloo 
St., Kitchener, left at train 
tracks. Call for more infor-
mation 226-606-0710.
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SELL IT IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS!

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED

FAMILY ALBUM

OBITUARY OBITUARY

OBITUARY

BIRTHDAY THANK YOU

DEATH NOTICES

FERREIRA, JOSE “JOE” | 
Passed away peacefully 
with his family by his 
side on Sunday, March 
27, 2016 at Grand River 
Hospital. Joe, at the age 
of 92 years.

LEBOLD, EDNA JANE | 
Passed away peacefully 
at her home in Wellesley 

Thank You
The Bauman Family would 

like to express their thanks to 
friends and family for the many 
cards, flowers, food and phone 
messages we received follow-
ing the death of our husband 
and father Elmer. It was such 
a comfort to know that he had 
touched so many lives. Your 
support helped us to cope at 
this sad time. We all appreci-

ate these condolence messages 
more than we can say. 

Betty Bauman and family.

McKee, Shirley Marie  
(nee Lorch)

Of Little Britain and formerly of 
Elmira passed away suddenly at 
her home on Thursday, March 24, 
2016 at the age of 86. 

Dearly missed by local relatives, 
brothers Rev. Ab Lorch of Kitch-
ener, Ron Lorch of Elmira and 
in-laws John McKee of Listowel 
and Lillian (Mrs. Gerald) McKee 
of St. Jacobs.

 

Wideman, Earl
Passed away peacefully at his home 
surrounded by family on Wednes-
day, March 23, 2016, at the age of 71 
years. Earl Wideman was the beloved 
husband for 50 years of Erma (Frey) 
Wideman. Loving and proud father 
of Laurie (Steve) Gold, Paul (Darlene), 
Anne (Mike) Leonard, and Sherry 
(Mike) Brito. Dedicated and loving 
grandfather of Zachary, Sonya, Hayley, 
Kyleigh, Wade, Leah, Colton, Callie, 
and Jackson. Dear brother of Fern Bru-
bacher, Marie (Clarence) Weber, Ella 
(Howard) Brubacher, Glenn (Lorene) 
Wideman, Vera (Allen) Gingrich, and 
David Wideman, and brother-in-law 
of Eva Wideman. Predeceased by his 
parents Menno and Salema (Gingrich) 
Wideman, brother Lorne Wideman, 
and brother-in-law Orvie Brubacher. 
Earl joined the St. Jacobs volunteer 
fire department in 1965 and became 
chief in 1980. In 1990 he was named 
the township chief and served with 
passion until his retirement in 2005. 
Earl owned and operated W-S Feed & 
Supplies Ltd. from 1965 until his retire-
ment in 2009. Visitation took place on 
Saturday, March 26, 2016 from 2-4 and 
7-9 p.m. and Sunday, March 27, 2016 
from 1:30-4 p.m. at Floradale Menno-
nite Church, 22 Florapine Road, Flora-
dale. A funeral service was held at the 
church on Monday, March 28, 2016 at 
1:30 p.m. with interment following. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations 
to St. Mary’s Hospital Foundation for 
Cardiac Care or the House of Friend-
ship would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Verna (Mrs. Edgar)
Passed away peacefully on Thursday, 
March 24, 2016 at her home, RR 2, West 
Montrose. Verna (Brubacher) Martin, 
in her 88th year, was the beloved wife 
of the late Edgar Martin (1992). Loving 
mother of Lorraine and Cecil Welsh of 
RR 1, Ariss, Doris and Ruth Martin, Paul 
and Delphine Martin all of RR 2, West 
Montrose, Miriam and Edgar Metzger 
of RR 1, Moorefield, Diane and Mervin 
Bearinger of RR 3, Moorefield. Also lov-
ingly remembered by 21 grandchildren 
and 20 great-grandchildren. Survived by 
five sisters Ruby, Naomi, Ella, and Nora 
(Melvin) Martin, Alice Brubacher, and 
sisters-in-law Lucinda and Elsie Bru-
bacher. Predeceased by parents Sidney 
and Alice (Shantz) Brubacher, brother 
Lester Brubacher, sister Erma Brubacher, 
and brothers-in-law Melvin, Eden and 
Maurice Martin. Friends  called at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira on 
Monday, March 28, 2016 from 1-4 and 
6-8 p.m. A family service was held in the 
funeral home chapel on Tuesday, March 
29, 2016 at 9 a.m., then to Montrose Men-
nonite Meeting House for burial and 
public service. A special thank you to the 
palliative care team. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Metzger, Alice S.
Passed away peacefully on Saturday, 
March 26, 2016 at Chartwell Nursing 
Home, Elmira, in her 87th year. Dear 
sister of Elmer Metzger, Amzie and 
Ethel Metzger, Noah and Doris Metzger, 
and sister-in-law of Katherine (Katie) 
Carlson. Loving aunt to many nieces and 
nephews. She was the daughter of the 
late Noah and Irene (Snyder) Metzger. 
Predeceased by her brother Joseph 
Metzger, sister Edna and her husband 
Elam Martin, and brother-in-law Evald 
Carlson. Visitation took place on Tues-
day, March 29, 2016 from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Ar-
thur St. S., Elmira. A funeral service was 
held in the funeral home chapel at 1 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 30, 2016. A recep-
tion followed. Interment took place in 
Glen Allan Cemetery. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to Chartwell Nurs-
ing Home Auxiliary or the Parkinson 
Society would be appreciated. Special 
thanks to Chartwell Nursing Home for 
the loving care given to Alice during her 
17 plus years of residency. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Porter, Vernon
Passed away on Wednesday, March 23, 
2016 at St. Mary’s General Hospital, at 
the age of 87 years. Vern, of Elmira, was 
the beloved husband of Geraldine (Ger-
rie) Porter (nee Church).  Dear father 
of David and his wife Linda, Paul and 
his wife Tammy. Lovingly remembered 
by grandchildren Robin Porter, Shawn 
Porter and his wife Stephanie, Nicole 
Sweeney and her husband Kenny, and 
great-grandchildren Owen Porter and Ki-
eran Sweeney. Brother-in-law to Robert 
Treleaven and uncle to Brian Treleaven. 
Predeceased by his parents Emily and 
Henry Porter, and his sister Dorothy. 
Cremation has taken place. A memorial 
service was held at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, 
March 29, 2016 at Trinity United Church, 
21 Arthur St. N., Elmira, with reception 
following. In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to St. Mary’s Hospital 
Foundation (ICU) or Heart and Stroke 
Foundation as expressions of sympathy. 
Arrangements entrusted to the Dreis-
inger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

on Thursday, March 24, 
2016, after a courageous 
battle with pancreatic 
cancer in her 68th year.

MCKEE, SHIRLEY MARIE (NEE 
LORCH) | of Little Britain, 
Ontario passed away 
suddenly in her beloved 
home on March 24th, 
2016 at the age of 86. She 

Happy 14th  
Birthday to the Coolest 

Teenager we know.

We predict another great year  
ahead of you. All the best Parker!

Love Always Mom & Dad and Finn

was born in Elmira on 
February 2nd, 1930.

METZGER, ALICE S. | Passed 
away peacefully on Sat-
urday, March 26, 2016 at 
Chartwell Nursing Home, 
Elmira, in her 87th year.

TAYLOR, ROD | Passed 
away suddenly on 
Wednesday, March 23, 
2016 at St. Mary’s Hospi-
tal, Kitchener. Rod resided 
in Shingletown and was 
formerly of Elmira and 
New Hamburg.

AUCTIONS

SAT. APR  9 AT 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
woodworking tools; power 
tools; hand tools; and mis-
cellaneous items to be held 
at 2998 Line 34 (Highway 
7/8) on the east end of 
Stratford for Evelyn and the 
estate of Del Wagler. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. APR  13 AT 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of fur-
niture; antiques; household 
effects; tools; glassware; col-
lectables; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for an area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

SAT. APR  16 AT 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
classic antique cars; car 
parts; tools; antiques; col-
lectables; lawn and garden 
and miscellaneous items 
to be held at 450 Bridge-
port Rd E in Kitchener for 
Terrence Dugan. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

FRI APR 22 AT 5:00 PM - Toy 
auction of farm toys; tractor 
trailers; construction; banks; 
cars; quantity of 1/64th 
tractor and machinery; 
literature; etc to be held 
at the St. Jacob’s Commu-
nity Centre in St. Jacob’s 
for Larry Markle of Stratford 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

SAT. APR  23 AT 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
Lionel trains and tracks; 
WWI Militaria; collectable 
toy cars; clocks; glassware; 
antiques; furniture; house-
hold items; miscellaneous 
items and collectables to be 
held at 450 Bridgeport Rd. 
E in Kitchener for Terrence 
Dugan. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
519-656-3555. www.jantzi-
auctions.com

WED. APRIL  27 AT 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; antiques; tools; 
glassware; hand and garden 
tools; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for an area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555. 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF  DODGE 
Ram 3500 camper van, boat, 
household effects, antiques, 
handcrafted wooden pieces, 
tools, and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 1328 
Queens Bush Rd. in Welles-
ley, for The Milt Erb Estate, 
on Saturday, April 30th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

FARM 
EQUIPMENT

JOHN DEERE TRACTORS AND 
bobcat S300 for rent. 45 - 
150 hp. Rent by day, week 
or mos. Great rates. 519-
591-1274.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS  AGRICULTURAL Spray 
Lime, 22.5kg. bag; feed 
grade lime, 25kg. Delivered. 
Call George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

KILN DRIED CORN  & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

WANTED - CULL Cows. Direct 
to packer. Must be drug free 
and walking. Call Jeff 519-
292-9556, Paul 519-291-7258.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD 
YOUR  SOURCE of quality 
slabwood and seasoned 
bodywood. All prices include 
delivery. No Sunday  calls 
please. 519-656-2057.

WANTED

LOOKING TO RENT:  SENIOR 
couple needing small 2 
bedroom home. All one 
level. Elmira or Linwood 
area. Call Maria 226-929-
8584.

AUTOMOTIVE

2010 TOYOTA YARIS  HATCH-
BACK. 4 door, blue, 91km 4 
cyl. 1.5. Immaculate condi-
tion. Safety and emission 
certified. $8900. 519-669-
3337, Elmira.

RENTALS

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT  IN 
Elmira. Quiet building, 
newly renovated, close to 
downtown. Call 519-669-
5798.

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY. 
APARTMENTS  - downtown 
Elmira. Large 1 bedroom 
apartment ($700 + hydro). 
Second smaller one 
bedroom apartment ($650 
+ hydro). Shared laundry, 
secure access, parking. 
References required. Email: 
aptelmira@gmail.com

DUKE CENTER 
SENIORS’  CONDO available 
for rent. One bedroom plus 
loft and appliances. Rent 
will include condo fees, 
inside parking and storage. 
Utilities extra. Call Ron for 
details. 519-465-7767.

REAL ESTATE

82 ACRES MIXED  WOODED 
land for sale or trade in 
Prince Edward Island. 
Asking $1500/acre obo. 
Terry 519-276-1785.

GARAGE 
SALES

INDOOR GARAGE 
SALE.  WOOLWICH Memorial 
Centre, Sat. April 9th, 7:30 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 519-669-
6026, bbaechler@woolwich.
ca www.woolwich.ca
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FIND YOUR DREAM HOME 
IN THE #1 COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN ONTARIO

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

Donating back to the community we call home.

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.Donating back to the community we call home.

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

SPRING IS HERE! LIST NOW!
Drayton - Beautiful bungaloft 
featuring hardwood and ceramic 
floors. This 1800 sq. foot beauty 
is move in ready with 4 pc. 
ensuite, large walk-in closet and 
spacious master bedroom. 2nd 
bedroom for out of town guests. 
Need extra space for an office? 
Then the loft is perfect, complete 
with 4 pc bathroom. Nestled in 
the town of Drayton 30 minutes 
from Waterloo. MLS 30511742.$399,900$399,900

SENIORS DREAM
Elmira - 4 bedroom home with 3 
bedrooms upstairs, and 1 on the 
lower level. Your family can 
spread out in the family room 
and living room on the main 
floor, as well as the finished rec 
room in the basement. Large 
master bedroom with walk in 
closet and ensuite. Beautiful 
setting with a walking trail right 
in your back yard. MLS 30512154.$374,900$374,900$374,900

1773 SQ FT PLUS FINISHED BASEMENT
Elmira - 4 bedroom home with 3 
bedrooms upstairs, and 1 on the 
lower level. Your family can 
spread out in the family room 
and living room on the main 

$374,900$374,900$374,900$374,900$374,900

1773 SQ FT PLUS FINISHED BASEMENT

SOLD

Linwood - Beautifully located in 
the family friendly Village of 
Linwood - Only 15 minutes from 
Waterloo on a large lot. This 4 level 
home is equipped with 4 
bedrooms, large principal rooms, 
sep dining room, 4 separate walk 
outs to the back yard, backing on 
green space, Master bedroom with 
ensuite. Large double garage with 
concrete driveway. MLS 30510424.$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000

COUNTRY SETTING
Linwood - Beautifully located in Linwood - Beautifully located in Linwood
the family friendly Village of 
Linwood - Only 15 minutes from 
Waterloo on a large lot. This 4 level 
home is equipped with 4 

$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000

SOLD

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

WELCOME TO THE ELMIRA MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL!

SPRING IS HERE. WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL TODAY FOR YOUR NO OBLIGATION HOME MARKET ANALYSIS.

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4

519-669-3192

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

Shanna
Rozema

Shanna
BROKER

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
 ELMIRA MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL!

ShannaShanna
WOLLE REALTY ,  BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

OPEN HOUSE | SAT, APR 2ND & SUN, APR 3RD • 1-3PM • 162 RIDGEVIEW DR., DRAYTON (Model)

DRAYTON RIDGE/PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES LTD 
ONLY TWO (2) LUXURY BUNGALOW UNITS LEFT.
$372,805 MODEL HOME – Stunning features will impress, 
9’ ceilings, hardwood ceramic, finished basement with 2nd 
Bedroom. 3 Bathrooms.
$337,900 UNDER CONSTRUCTION – 1424 sq ft 1+ Bedroom, 
basement drywalled with 2nd gas fireplace, ready to add your 
personal choices.
EXCLUSIVE 

ELMIRA – FANTASTIC 0.7 ACRE LOT
$429,900 120’ frontage -a wow piece of property. 1950’s character 4 Bedroom 
home. Some original features include woodwork, hardwood flooring, built-ins. 2+ 
baths, basement walk up to enclosed breezeway. NEW MLS.

SOUGHT AFTER AREA
$429,900 ELMIRA Amazing opportunity to own a well built home in great family 
neighbourhood, 60’ frontage, 3+ bdrms, 4 baths, updates are required to make 
this your perfect home. NEW MLS.

NEW PRICE!NEW LISTING!

FREE

Call for details:
519-503-2753

HOME
EVALUATION

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

Your referrals are appreciated!

FREE Market Evaluation

Do you need more living space?
Are you ready to downsize?
Are you a first-time buyer?

efer

Call Me for ALL Your Real Estate Needs!
I Have Buyers Looking for Homes!I Have Buyers Looking for Homes!
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Res: 519.669.8629

HECKENDORN

Res:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.669.8629

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

WELL APPOINTED UPSCALE HOME on one of Elmira’s finest, tree-lined streets, 
close to downtown. Lots of natural woodwork and hdwd floors. Stained glass 
windows and pocket doors. Updated kitchen with oak cabinetry. Formal D.R. Main 
floor family room addition with lots of natural lighting, gas fireplace & walkout to 
a deck (overlooking a professionally landscaped lot). Addition includes a full bsmt 
with lots of potential for a lge. rec. room. Main flr. 3 pc. bath. Spacious master 
bdrm. w/ensuite bath, walkin closet & w/o to upper deck. Upper level office + 
option of 4 bdrms. Walkup, floored attic. MLS.

$514,900

PARK AVE. W., ELMIRA 
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Notice of Public Information Centre

The Region of Waterloo invites you to attend the Public Information Centre for the 
proposed King Street Reconstruction Project. Construction is scheduled to commence on 
or about Monday April 25, 2016 (weather permitting) and will continue until fall 2017. The 
project is scheduled for construction over 2 construction years in 2016 and 2017. The 
proposed work includes construction of new sidewalk, curb and gutters, on-road cycling/-
buggy lanes, sanitary sewers, storm sewers, watermains and services to property line as 
well as new asphalt pavement on the road. All interested parties are invited to attend an 
informal, “drop-in” Public Information Centre for this project:

Accessibility: This event is accessible for people with disabilities. Accessible Parking is 
available. If you require assistance to attend or participate in this meeting, or to access 
information in alternative formats, please contact Mr. Ian Young (as above) at least five 
days prior to the meeting.

Wednesday, April 6th, 2016
6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

(Brief Staff presentation at 6:30 p.m.)
St. Jacobs School House Theatre

11 Albert Street W, St. Jacobs

Staff will give a presentation at 
6:30pm and be there to answer your 
questions. An information package 
with project information will be 
available for those interested. If you 
are unable to attend the Public 
Information Centre and have 
questions, please contact: 

Mr. Ian Young, P.Eng., 
Region of Waterloo 

Tel: 519-575-4757 x 3079 
Fax: 519-575-4430 

email: 
iyoung@regionofwaterloo.ca

King Street Reconstruction
St. Jacobs Settlement Area 

Township of Woolwich

PUBLIC NOTICE

KEEPING AN EYE ON THE FLOCK

Ontario Minister of Agriculture Jeff Leal stopped by the Circle R Livestock farm in Wallenstein on Mar. 9. Here, he poses with farm owner 
Romy Schill and one of the farm’s 300 sheep. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

HOPPING TO IT IN ST. JACOBS

The kiddies were out in full force for the Easter egg hunt put on by the Optimist Club of St. Jacobs on Mar. 26. Here, Ricki Cronin shows off 
her Easter basket, and Myla and Gavin Castle wait eagerly to start the hunt. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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PLACE AN AD IN 
OUR CLASSIFIED 
SECTION TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 
or Visit: 

www.observerxtra.com
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT
NOTICE OF HEARING

On April 18, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. the Committee will meet to con-
sider the following applications. All persons interested in the 
applications may attend and may contact Nancy Thompson re-
garding meeting details or visit the Township Webpage – News 
and Events – Current Public Notices.

The Committee will also consider submissions for or against 
the applications if submitted to the Township of Woolwich no 
later than 5:00 p.m. on April 12, 2016. Submissions can be 
forwarded to Jeremy Vink at the address noted at the top of this 
page, by email jvink@woolwich.ca or by fax 519-669-4669.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 5/2016 – Amy Moore, 16 Me-
morial Avenue, Elmira

The applicant is requesting permission to amend the defi nition 
of a basement to allow exposure of less than one half of the 
area (i.e. approximately 25% whereas 50% is required) of the 
exterior wall between fi nished grade and the fi rst fl oor level, in 
order to allow a dwelling conversion to use the basement. The 
applicant is proposing to convert the existing single detached 
dwelling into three residential units. The property is zoned Buf-
fer Commercial Urban (C-2) and contains a single detached 
dwelling and detached garage.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 6/2016 – Joan and Christo-
pher Turner, 1101 Sheep Lane
The applicant is requesting permission to recognize the exist-
ing undersized parcel with:

• a reduced lot area of approximately 4.8 ha; and

• a reduced lot frontage of approximately 12.9 metres,

in order to permit uses in accordance with the Agricultural (A) 
zone. At this time the applicant is proposing to construct a 98 
square metre dwelling addition on the north side of the existing 
single detached dwelling. The property is zoned Agricultural (A) 
and contains a single detached dwelling, vehicle shelter, wood-
shed and storage/workshop.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 7/2016 – Mennonite Society 
of British North America (Floradale Parochial School), 2490 Flo-
radale Road
The applicant is requesting permission to expand the legal 
non-conforming use of a school in order to permit the construc-
tion of a 110 square metre addition for a classroom, storage area 
and covered entry. The existing school building is approximately 
216 square metres in size, consisting of the original school struc-
ture and a portable. The applicant is proposing to remove the 
existing portable and replace it with the proposed addition. The 
property is zoned Agricultural and contains the school.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 8/2016 – Rodney Aitken, 22 
Bluejay Road, Elmira, 
The applicant is requesting permission to reduce the building 
line setback adjacent to Second Street as follows:

• from 6 metres to approximately 1.5 metres, being the set-
back of the existing single detached dwelling, in order to 
permit a second storey addition; and

• from 6 metres to approximately 4.5 metres, to permit a pro-
posed addition to the rear of the dwelling.

The property, located at the corner of Bluejay Road and Second 
Street, is zoned Residential One Unit Low Density (R-2) and 
contains a single detached dwelling and accessory shed.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 9/2016 – Mercedes Corpora-
tion, 878 Weber Street North
The applicant is requesting permission to:

• reduce the building line setback adjacent to a railway from 6 
metres to approximately 2 metres;

• increase the maximum projection for the roof overhang and 
bay window from 0.3 metres to 1.5 metres into a required 
side yard; and

• recognize the proposed train station as a similar use to a taxi 
stand in the Stockyards Industrial Commercial Area (C-8) zone

in order to permit the construction of a 156 square metre train sta-
tion on the property. The property is zoned Stockyards Industrial 
Commercial Area (C-8) and contains buildings associated with the 
St. Jacobs Farmers Market and Ontario Livestock Exchange.

Annual Drinking Water 
Reports

In Accordance with the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002, c. 32, 
Ontario Regulation 170/03, s. 11 (1), copies of the 2015 Annual 
Reports are to be made available to the public at no charge. 
The Township of Woolwich website (www.woolwich.ca) has pro-
vided a link to the 2015 Annual Reports for the following water 
distribution systems. Please note that the link is located under 
Township Services – Engineering/Public Works – Water and 
Sewer - MOECC Annual Water Report.

 Breslau Distribution System

 Conestogo Golf Distribution System

 Conestogo Plains Distribution System

 Elmira /St. Jacobs Distribution System

 Heidelberg Distribution System

 Maryhill Distribution System

 Maryhill Heights Distribution System

 West Montrose Distribution System

The Annual Reports provide information on the operation of the 
Municipal Drinking Water Distribution Systems and the quality 
of its water. If you wish to receive a written copy of the Township 
of Woolwich’s 2015 Annual Reports for any of the above-men-
tioned Water Distribution Systems, please contact Taylor Staf-
ford, Engineering & Planning Services 519-669-1647 or 1-877-
969-0094 Ext. 6041.

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo is responsible for the 
supply and treatment of potable water. An Annual Report is 
produced by the Regional Municipality of Waterloo and a link 
to this report can be found on the Township’s website as not-
ed above. Copies of the Region of Waterloo Annual Reports are 
also available by calling 519-575-4757 or can be picked up at 
the Region’s Headquarters, Water Services Division, located at 
150 Frederick Street, Kitchener.

Township-wide Collection 
Program

Collection will begin April 11, 2016

Branches from the storm need to be on the boule-
vard by 7:00 am

Residents are asked to place branches in a consis-
tent direction in a neat orderly fashion

Please ensure all sidewalks are kept clear

Residents of Elmira are asked to delay putting out 
any more branches until after the Maple Syrup Fes-
tival

ICE STORM - COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL OF TREE BRANCHES
Below are several options for residents:

1
Free Drop Off at the Elmira 

Transfer Station on April 9, 2016
Branches from the ice storm can be dropped off at 
the transfer station free of charge on April 9 from 
8:00 am to 4:00 pm

2 3
Yard Waste Collection

The Region of Waterloo resumes the Yard Waste 
Collection program the week of April 4, 2016

Residents may dispose of branches less than 7.5 
cm (3 in.) in diameter, bundled, tied and under 92 
cm (3 ft.) in length

Any debris larger than noted above will not be col-
lected by the Region

If you have questions about any of the above, please feel 
free to call the Township at 519-669-6041.

Thanks for your patience and understanding as we work to clean up Woolwich!
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PUBLIC NOTICE

coming to help out. They’ll be 
teaching the fundamentals, like 
blocking, tackling, how to safely 
take a hit, and how to safely 
make a tackle. 

They’ll also be working on of-
fensive skills like, gripping the  
ball, running with the ball, and 
speed. And safety is key.

“Safe contact is on our minds 
at all times with football now 
and we’ve got trained coaches, 
that’s what they preach. There’s 
no more old school head down 
stuff. They are the basics, the 
fundamentals, the moving your 
feet, keeping your hands up. But 
those are the fundamentals that 
become second nature when 
you hit the high school level and 
moving on into college,” DeLay 
said.

CRIME STOPPERS: Now in its third year, popular event focuses on giving back to the community
FROM | 32 As a former football player 

himself, DeLay’s excited about 
expanding the camp, but more 
so, expanding the reach of Crime 
Stoppers through this growing 
event.

“It’s all community based. And 
sometimes I think that message 
gets lost in all the excitement of 
what we’re doing. I think that’s 
the most important thing is we 
can talk about football, but I’m 
only really here because of Crime 
Stoppers. The hockey is there, 
but the hockey would go on and 
the football would go on. Crime 
Stoppers is part of the commu-
nity and we need to make that 
entrenched,” DeLay said.

Crime Stoppers’ Putting Crime 
in the Penalty Box event runs 
Apr. 10 at the Woolwich Memo-
rial Centre in Elmira from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Mike Milner, Pat DeLay, Lee Becker, and Matt Fraser are looking forward to the third annual Crime Stoppers event at the WMC this weekend, where the Captain Canuck 

comic book will be launched. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

SAVE THE
DATE:

MAY

28

COMMUNITY-WIDE
GARAGE SALE
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BAUMAN PIANO

SERVICES
TUNING & 

REPAIRS

JAMES BAUMAN
Craftsman Member O.G.P.T. Inc

519-880-9165
NEW PHONE NUMBER

www.UniTwin.com   |   519.886.2102
QUICK  LOCAL SERVICE   |  245 Labrador Dr., Waterloo

TROPHIES | CUPS | PLAQUES | MEDALLIONS

RIBBONS | NAME TAGS | NAME PLATES

DOOR PLATES | CUSTOM ENGRAVING

 RECOGNIZE OUTSTANDING EFFORT!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

21 Industrial Dr.
Elmira

519-669-7652

AUTO CLINIC

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

GENERAL SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

CYCLIST & 
PROFESSIONAL 

MECHANIC
PETER STREET

REPAIRS
WITH

VISIT US TODAY!

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

WEICKERT
MEIROWSKI&

Concrete
Foundations
Limited

6982 Millbank Main St., Millbank
519-595-2053 • 519-664-2914

Y E S . . .  W E  D O R E S I D E N T I A L W O R K !A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

• Residential
• Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605

Randy Weber

519.669.1462
519.669.9970

Tel:

Fax:

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira

AT YOUR SERVICE.
We specialize in getting the word out.

Advertise your business services in our directory. Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Promote your service today! Call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext. 104

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 Finished Flat Work/Floors
 Foundations & Footings
 Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios
 Decorative & Exposed Concrete
 Coloured Concrete

SPECIALIZING IN:
 Finished Flat Work/Floors Finished Flat Work/Floors
 Foundations & Footings Foundations & Footings
 Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios Driveways, Sidewalks & Patios
 Decorative & Exposed Concrete Decorative & Exposed Concrete Decorative & Exposed Concrete
 Coloured Concrete Coloured Concrete

 Finished Flat Work/Floors
SPECIALIZING IN:

519-747-4414kroetschconcrete.com kroetschconstruction@hotmail.ca
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FOR RENT
Your Business Here! 

Advertise your business services in our 
service directory. Weekly exposure with 

fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

PRINTING | MAILING | SIGNAGE SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
NOW ACCEPTING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

OBSERVER PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca
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Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

UNITED ROOFING
1-519-261-0639 •  Mount Forest, ON

Asphalt Shingle Roofing
Steel Roofing
Aluminum Soffit & Fascia
Vinyl Siding
Board Siding
Drywalling
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LIVING HERE

LIZ BEVAN

ANOTHER ADDITION TO 
HIS long list of awards and 
recognitions, Neil Aitchi-
son has been named 2015 
Citizen of the Year by the 
Lions Club of Kitchener.

He says he is very happy 
to accept, and was even 
taken aback when he re-
ceived the phone call.

“It was a very pleasant 
surprise,” he said with a 
laugh. “Dr. Jack Bishop 
(from the Citizen of the 
Year committee) phoned 
me and I thought, ‘where is 
this coming from? What is 
going on?’ and my wife was 
sitting there smiling be-
cause she was in on it and 
I was totally blindsided. 
My first reaction was, ‘you 
know you are getting old 
when they start giving you 
awards like this.’ I hope it 
doesn’t become a eulogy. I 
would rather a roast.”

The nominations for the 
Citizen of the Year award 
open at the beginning of 
the year, and Dr. Bishop, a 
past winner himself, says 
the support for Aitchison’s 
nomination was over-
whelming.

“He is very well thought 
of in the community and 
we do get letters of support 
from various people in the 
community and I think 
we had 15 or 20 of those 
for him. That includes 
the mayors, the regional 
chair, all sorts of people 
that are very prominent in 
the community,” he said, 
adding that Aitchison 
was at the top of their list 
while debating who would 
receive the honour. “If 
you have been involved in 
anything in the Twin Cities 

over the years, you know 
that Neil has been involved 
in so many things. He 
emcees a lot of big events, 
where a lot of those promi-
nent people are. It is just 
his total commitment to 
the community over the 
years that really counts.”

Just some of those com-
munity commitments 
Aitchison has thrown 
himself into include be-
ing a founding member of 
the Kitchener Westmount 
Rotary Club, as well as 
volunteering with the K-W 
Symphony, K-W Musical 
Productions, Gilbert & Sul-
livan Society, RAISE Home 
Support, Waterloo Re-
gional Police Service, Twin 
City Harmonizers, the 
Working Centre and K-W 
Oktoberfest. He even has 
scholarships at Conestoga 
College in his name, and 
contributes significantly to 
the local arts. 

He says himself, that 
“variety is the spice of life,” 
and that is what drives him 
to remain so involved in 
many different community 
projects. Specifically, his 
time with Drayton Enter-
tainment, both on stage 
and behind the scenes.

“Well, really, I just think 
I have enjoyed the ride,” he 
said. “ I have had a chance 
to earn a good living in 
sales and management, 
then I went into perform-
ing on air and on stage, 
and a little bit of the fat on 
everybody’s ham. Drayton 
has been a great diver-
sion from reality over the 
years. I guess I have been 
on stage on and off over 
the last 25 years, and it is 
never the leading male role 
when you get to kiss the 

Neil Aitchison has been named the Citizen of the Year 2015 by the Kitchener Lions Club after the committee received nearly 20 letters of 
support for his nomination.  [SUBMITTED]

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON
www.leroysautocare.net

Did You Know?
Here at Leroy’s Auto Care we are now offering 
a new extended warranty on parts with 
longer intervals to better take care of you 
as our valued customers! The new warranty 
covers all parts and labor for 60,000 km or 
3 years!! Please ask us or email us if you have 
any questions about how this new warranty 
applies to you! – Maynard

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

girl. It has always been the 
funny character role, and 
those are great fun. There 
is nothing like feeling the 
warmth of the laughter 
spilling over the stage to 
you.”

He also has a thing or 
two to say to those who 
showed their support by 
writing letters to the Citi-
zen of the Year committee 
in support of his winning 
this award. 

“First would be a big 
thank you. How kind of 
them,” he said, adding that 
something always comes 
after all the hoopla. “It is 
very nice, and it is wonder-
ful to see, but it is kind of 
like bubblegum. You chew 
it for a while, but don’t 
swallow it. You have got to 
move on. Everybody has a 
turn at something.”

Aitchison isn’t showing 
any signs of slowing down 
with his acting and com-
munity involvement and 
will be taking the stage 
with Drayton Entertain-
ment, once again, this 
summer in their Grand 
Bend run of last summer’s 
hit Canadian Legends.

“We are going to be do-
ing eight shows a week for 
nearly a month this year,” 
he said. “Now, I have to 
rehearse.”

As part of winning the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Citizen 
of the Year award, Aitchi-
son will be the guest of 
honour at a gala on May 12 
at the Holiday Inn in Kitch-
ener. For tickets to the eve-
ning event, call Bishop at 
519-575-6184. For more in-
formation on the Citizen of 
the Year nominations and 
past winners, visit www.
lionsclubofkitchener.com.

ACCOLADES / CONTRIBUTIONS RECOGNIZED

Involved with many organizations and well known for his Drayton stage work, Neil Aitchison will receive award May 12

Meet the K-W Citizen of the Year
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

21 INDUSTRIAL DR. ELMIRA
519-669-2884

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

Fun, Fabulous
Fashion & Gifts!

fb and me
Boutique

40 Arthur St. S Elmira

TUES & WED 10 - 5:30  |  Thurs 10 - 8  |  FRI 10 - 5:30  |  SAT 10 - 4
519-210-1200

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the pub-
lic. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

APRIL 1

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY SERVICES HAS trained 
volunteers available to complete your income tax 
return. This service is offered free of charge to people 
with limited income. To find out if you qualify drop by 
or call Woolwich Community Services at 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira. 519-669-5139.

KIDS 2 KIDS DJ’ED dance for kids, Grades 5-8. Tickets 
are $5 at the door; doors open at 6:30 p.m. Event 
runs 7-10 p.m. at St. Jacobs Lions Hall, 31 Parkside Dr. 
St. Jacobs. Snacks/drinks available for purchase. See 
www.stjacobslions.org for details.

APRIL 12 

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY SERVICES HAS trained 
volunteers available to complete your income tax 
return. This service is offered free of charge to people 
with limited income. To find out if you qualify drop by 
or call Woolwich Community Services at 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira. 519-669-5139.

APRIL 13

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT noon (doors open 
at 11:30 a.m.). Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville 
Rd., St. Jacobs. Cost $11. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for  a hot noonday meal, 
fellowship and entertainment. Call 519-664-1900 for 
more information. 

APRIL 14

NEW HORIZONS WELCOMES ALL zoomers, boomers 
and seniors. Enjoy coffee or tea and a  delicious snack. 
Topic: Missing People of Ontario, presented by Sergeant 
Gordon Stinson, Waterloo Regional Police Department. 
$2 per person; 10-11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre. For more info call Joan Haid at 519-648-2742 or 
email at jehaid@xplorenet.ca. 

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FELLOWSHIP FOR Seniors, 
10:30 a.m., 200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. God’s Grace 
in my Life - Bruce Nicholson; M is for Memories photo 
management by Patti Metzger. Suggested donation 
$7/person - includes hot lunch. For more information 
contact Reta Malloy 519-669-8752.

SENIORS LUNCH AT NOON. Breslau Community Centre, 
100 Andover Dr., Breslau. Cost $6. Join us for a noon day 
light lunch and fellowship. Call Community Care Concepts 
519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 for more info.

APRIL 16

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP DAY, 8:30 a.m. - 12 
p.m. Contact Ann for a location near you. aroberts@
woolwich.ca or 519-669-6027 or 1-877-969-0094.

APRIL 18

A TASTE OF WOOLWICH, 5-8 p.m., Woodside Bible 
Fellowship, 200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. Meet 
your local food producers, buy and sample locally 
produced foods (cash sales only), see and buy work 
by resident artists, hear the Local Vocals and more! 
Everyone welcome. No charge. Donations welcome. 

APRIL 20

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT noon (doors open at 11:30 
a.m.). Wellesley Community Centre, 1000 Maple Leaf 
St., Wellesley. Cost $6. Join us for a noonday light 
lunch and fellowship. Call Community Care Concepts 
519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 for more 
information.

APRIL 21

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY SERVICES HAS trained 
volunteers available to complete your income tax 
return. This service is offered free of charge to people 
with limited income. To find out if you qualify drop by 
or call Woolwich Community Services at 5 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira. 519-669-5139.

HEALTHY KIDS MAKE GOOD Learners, 6:30 p.m., 
Conestogo Public School. It’s free! More info online 
www.myhappyhealthyfamily.ca. Hear expert 
speaker, Brenda Wollenberg, provide insightful 
information and practical tips to optimize your 
child’s ability to learn, general attitude and overall 
well-being. Don’t miss it!

APRIL 23

SATURDAY APRIL 23, 30 & May 7, 8:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Trees for Woolwich. Tuesday Apr. 26 & Wednesday 
Apr. 27 Woolwich Clean Waterways Group. Volunteers 
are welcome to any of the plantings or send your 
email for info on future opportunities. For more 
information, contact Ann at aroberts@woolwich.ca 
or 519-669-6027 or 1-877-969-0094.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

519-669-1459  •  www.elmiracommunity.org
Birdland Plaza, 112 Oriole Parkway, Unit 5, Elmira

“I Deserve Condemnation – 
But He Gave Me Mercy”

Sunday, April 3

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

 

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

Sunday School at 9:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, 
April 3rd
9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

“Love”

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Sunday, April 3rd 

11:00 am
Speaker:

Ron Seabrooke
building relationships with God,
one another and the world

850 Sawmill Rd, Bloomingdale, ON  N0B 1K0  
(519) 744-7447  |  kcf@kcf.org  |  www.kcf.org

SUNDAYS - 9:00 & 11:00AM
WEDNESDAYS - 7:00PM

www.kcf.org/academy  58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Pulpit Exchange: 

Juanita Laverty (Hanover MC)

Apr. 9, 6pm 100 Mile Dinner ($25)
Apr. 16, 9am Learn to Can Sausage

Call 519-669-5123
7pm Rescue Junction Concert

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

The Book of Revelation
verse-by-verse, chapter-by-chapter

CALVARY CHAPEL

500 Northfield Dr. West, Waterloo  •  226-234-8384

Sunday Service 3:00 pm
meets at All Saints 
Anglican Church
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ACROSS
1. Hardly a he-man

5. Hello or goodbye

10. Come to pass

15. Advil target

16. Egg-shaped instru-
ment

17. Olympic sled

18. Automobile trunk

20. Observation, part 3

21. Do, for example

22. Impede, with “down”

23. Prefix with “therapy”

25. Barely beat

28. Cork’s country

30. Persistent

34. “Blue” or “White” river

36. Word in a simile

37. Took the cake, say

38. Anita Brookner’s 
“Hotel du ___”

39. Barred in court

42. Aside for the audi-
ence’s benefit

45. Alternative to steps

47. Bauxite, e.g.

48. Violinist’s need

49. Go (along)

51. Big roll

52. Capital of Chad

53. ___ Major

55. Ram

56. PM preceder

57. Calphalon product

59. “The Sun ___ Rises”

60. Bridges of Los Angeles 
County

61. Dangerous biters

DOWN
1. Fluid container

2. Clickable image

3. Jerk

4. Beethoven work in E flat

5. Behave

6. Sorority letter

7. Sweet sandwich

8. Door part

9. Queen, maybe

11. Fill to excess

12. Jinx

13. ___ fruit

14. Remakes

16. Otherwise

19. Roman magistrate

20. Young seal

23. Rap sheet listing

24. Wood sorrels

26. Bite like a beaver

27. Flimflam

29. Aim

31. “Beetle Bailey” dog

32. Dearest

33. Amount to make do 
with

35. Flash memory forerun-
ner

36. Commercial makers

40. “Wheel of Fortune” 
choice

41. “___ on Down the 
Road”

43. “_____ cube eats 
village”

44. Carbonium, e.g.

46. Myanmar monetary 
unit

49. Mid-May honoree

50. Band member

54. Cockles

58. “By yesterday!”

59. “The ___ Daba 
Honeymoon”

Tiny house movement reflects the way we lived prior to recent size boom

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Paul and Marg Cooper of Elmira enjoy their 50th anniversary while taking time out to read the Observer.

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Q. What’s the dramatic 
contrast in the housing 
market these days? Are 
you up on the lingo?
A. Think of ever-bigger 
houses as the major trend: 
In 1900, the average U.S. 
single-family house was 
65 square meters (700 
square feet), jumping to 
154 square meters (1660 sq. 
ft.) in 1973 and a whop-
ping 234 square meters 
(2520 sq. ft.) in 2007, says 
Paul McFedries in “IEEE 
Spectrum” magazine. All of 
this has led to new words 
to accommodate the new 
reality: “monster homes” 
or “megahomes”; “bigfoot 

homes” for massive houses 
crammed into small lots; 
even “starter castles” for 
garishly large dwellings.

Yet this sort of conspicu-
ous consumption has fos-
tered a side phenomenon 
of “conspicuous austerity” 
with people buying teensy 
tiny houses called “micro-
houses” (under 19 square 
meters, or 200 sq. ft.) and 
“nanohouses” (under 10 
square meters or 110 sq. 
ft.). Call it the “tiny house” 
movement advocating 
“small-footprint living” for 
those dedicated environ-
mentalists with their “eco 
homes.”

As to the culprit for 
the gargantuan growth, 
McFedries suggests it’s 
“likely a version of the 
‘expenditure cascade,’ the 
increase in spending that 

results from consumption 
by the wealthy, which trig-
gers emulative spending 
by the next lower class, 
which triggers spending by 
the class below that and so 
on.” Yet in terms of sustain-
ability, tiny housers may 
be showing the way that 
“small is indeed the new 
big.”
Q. Why does human ex-
crement smell so bad?
A. Because it’s full of 
bacteria we don’t want to 
ingest, answers human 
evolutionary biologist 
Peter Ellison of Harvard 
University. We’ve evolved 
the ability to detect bac-
teria by odor and register 
that odor with the emotion 
of disgust. The same holds 
for rotting food. Interest-
ingly, mothers often report 
that breast-feeding infants 

do not have stinky diapers 
until after supplemental 
foods are introduced, at 
which point the bacte-
rial load in the excrement 
changes dramatically.
Q. When they talk about 
the “circle of life,” who’s 
doing the talking, and 
what’s the circularity all 
about?
A. Some astronomers may 
talk this way, referring to 
the close-to-circular orbits 
of planets with a high 
likelihood of harboring life, 
says Ken Croswell in “Sci-
entific American” maga-
zine. Circularity is good 
because then the planet 
doesn’t go so close to the 
star and get overheated; an 
elongated elliptical orbit, 
on the other hand, means 
long periods of extreme 
cold that are bad for any 

potential life forms. “The 
more planets a star has, 
a recent study found, the 
more circular the orbits 
tend to be. Because planets 
on circular orbits do not 
move toward or away from 
their star, their climates 
may be stable enough to 
foster advanced life.”

In our own solar system, 
the sun’s eight or nine 
planets have fairly circular 
paths. Earth’s orbit, for 
instance, has an eccen-
tricity of just 1.7 percent 
(with 0 percent being a 
perfect circle and near 
100 percent an extreme 
ellipse). Even Mercury’s 
and Pluto’s oval-shaped 
orbits (21 percent and 25 
percent) seem tame when 
compared to many planets 
orbiting other stars, where 
eccentricities can reach 

60, 70, even 80 percent. 
Such wild worlds tend 

to be in solar systems with 
only a planet or two, say as-
tronomers Mary Anne Lim-
bach and Edwin L. Turner 
of Princeton University. 
In contrast, solar systems 
with four or more planets 
feature moderately round 
orbits. Adds planetary sci-
entist Jack Lissauer of the 
NASA Ames Research Cen-
ter, “This newfound corre-
lation makes sense because 
planets on circular orbits 
do not interfere much with 
one another.” 

So let’s hear it for this 
special circle of life.

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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This granola recipe is a 
delicious spring treat and 
healthy, too. It is made with 
coconut oil, which seems 
to be good for whatever ails 
you. It is so good you will 
want to eat it as a snack.

Happy maple syrup 
weekend!

Maple Syrup 
Granola
5 cups oatmeal
1/2 cup toasted almonds
1 tsp. cinnamon
1/8 tsp. salt
1 cup maple syrup
1/2 cup melted coconut oil
1/2 tsp. almond extract
2 Tbsp. vanilla

Mix dry ingredients in a 
large bowl.

In another bowl, mix 
maple syrup, coconut oil, 
almond extract and vanilla.

Add wet ingredients to 
the dry ingredients and 
mix well.

Pour into a greased roast 
pan or baking pan with 
sides. Spread evenly.

Bake at 300º F for ap-
proximately 45 minutes, 
stirring every 15 minutes.

Cool completely, then 
store in an airtight con-
tainer.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 
or email donna.atasteofnostal-
gia@gmail.com.

@MichelinCANMichelinCanada© 2016 Michelin North America (Canada) Inc. All rights reserved. The “Michelin Man” 
    is a registered trademark licensed by Michelin North America, Inc. (C14017 - 02/16)

(1989) Ltd.
1370 KING ST N. St. Jacobs, ON

thomantireservice.ca
(519) 664-3412

Mon.-Fri. 8am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-noon

DOING IT RIGHT FOR OVER 80 YEARS!

I FELT COMPELLED TO 
come up with a recipe us-
ing maple syrup this week 
because this weekend is 
the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival. My favourite ways 
to eat maple syrup do not 
require a recipe: Take a 
slice of homemade bread 
and spread with maple syr-
up. Then add a thick layer 
of crunchy peanut butter 
and slice a banana on top. 
Yum! 

Mom always made a 
batch of doughnuts in 
maple syrup season; she 
did not glaze them because 
we dipped them into fresh 
maple syrup.

Making good use of the 
maple syrup season

CHEF’S TABLE / DONNA GINGRICH

RECIPE
NOTES

Opening up a discussion about sexual orientation
Floradale Mennonite Church tackles the issue in staging a production of This Will Lead To Dancing on Apr. 10

LIZ BEVAN

FLORADALE MENNONITE 
CHURCH IS getting ready to 
tackle a controversial topic 
– the church’s relationship 
with the LGBTQ commu-
nity.

Members of Theatre of 
the Beat will be visiting the 
church on the afternoon of 
Apr. 10 with their produc-
tion of This Will Lead To 
Dancing, a performance 
that tackles how the church 
views the LGBTQ (Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Trans, or 
Questioning) community.

The plot surrounds the 
story of two teenagers, Sam 
and Alex, who are tired of 
their church’s exclusive 
stance on homosexual-
ity, and are at the end of 
a weeklong hunger strike 
protesting it. News of their 
protest gets out and creates 
an abundance of media 
attention. Through their 
journey to have their ques-
tions answered, Sam is vis-

ited by the ghost of Menno 
Simons, the founder of the 
Mennonite Church. While 
the two teenagers wait for 
word from their church, 
they have some decisions to 
make – namely whether it 
is worth the risk of starving 
themselves to stand up for 
the marginalized LGBTQ 
community. 

Dan Bender, the commu-
nity life chairperson at Flo-
radale Mennonite Church, 
says at the very least, he 
hopes the play will spark a 
conversation amongst con-
gregation members about 
how the Mennonite Church 
views people who identify 
as LGBTQ. 

“Each of us have our own 
perspective on what chal-
lenges having relationships 
with the LGBTQ commu-
nity might be, but until you 
at least open the conversa-
tion and start to have that 
discussion, it is hard for 
anybody to be accepting, 
loving and caring,” he said. 

“We pride ourselves in the 
Mennonite Church in those 
aspects, and it is important 
that we are at least looking 
at that, I think.”

The show has already 
been performed in Men-
nonite churches in Mani-
toba, Saskatchewan and 
elsewhere in Ontario, and 
according to a press re-
lease, many churches have 
also refused to host the 
production. Johnny Wide-
man wrote This Will Lead 
To Dancing and says the 
subject matter is inherently 
controversial within the 
Mennonite community. He 
says theatre is the way to 
bring the topic to the fore-
front of people’s minds. 

“There is something 
naturally empathetic and 
compassionate about live 
theatre,” he said. “It’s an 
extremely vulnerable thing 
which has the power to 
disarm even the most en-
trenched ideologies.”

Although the production 

might change some minds 
about the LGBTQ commu-
nity, Bender says that isn’t 
the goal of hosting the pro-
duction in Floradale. 

“I don’t think we are there 
to convince anybody of one 
direction or the other. Re-
ally, our hope, desire, our 
direction or our goal for this 
project is to get people who 
are at that point of at least 
wanting to have discussion, 
together.  They can visual-
ize the play that is being put 
on for them,” he said, add-
ing that the church is going 
to be providing a venue for 
discussion after the perfor-
mance is over. “It is not dif-
ferent than any other show 
or play – we all come away 

with different perspectives. 
That is one of the reasons 
that we wanted to host the 
spaghetti supper following, 
so that those people who at-
tend and may want to have 
further discussion, can do 
that over a dinner.”

With a topic as divisive as 
the LGBTQ community, it 
would be expected that the 
church would receive some 
negative feedback about 
the planned performance, 
but Bender says that hasn’t 
been the case. However, he 
welcomes any opinions and 
comments from the church 
community relating to the 
play.

“I wouldn’t say that we 
have heard a lot of rum-

blings, but certainly, certain 
people will have something 
they want to share with you 
and again, that is the whole 
goal for hosting the play,” 
he said. “Even those people 
that may not be anywhere 
close to wanting to hav-
ing a discussion, at least 
have that opportunity to 
reach out to any of us in the 
church community and ad-
vise that they are not ready 
to have that conversation.”

The play begins at 3 p.m. 
on Apr. 10, and is followed 
by a spaghetti dinner at 
the Floradale Mennonite 
Church. 

For more information, 
contact the church at 519-
669-2861. 

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

& WIN a FREE 
20th Anniversary Mug!

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

While supplies last. Mug must be picked up at the o�ce of the 
Observer (20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira) by Friday, April 29, 2016.
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
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CARPET & HARDWOOD SALE!

4DAYS
ONLY!

   THURS/FRI 9-9
 SATURDAYAPRIL 2 9-6
     SUNDAYAPRIL 311-5

IN STOCK

$297per sq ft
REG 8.99

5”W x APPROX 3/4”
HAND

SCRAPED 
LUXURY
BAMBOO REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

4 DAYS ONLY!

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

97¢per sq ft
REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99REG 1.99

$157per sq ft
REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

4 DAYS ONLY!

4 DAYS ONLY!

BERBER
CARPET

PLUSH / 
SHAG

PLUS FREE 
UNDERPAD!

PLUS FREE 
UNDERPAD!

IN STOCK

  NO
TAX

KW’S LARGEST 
SELECTION OF
AREA RUGS

100’s to choose from!

 

4 DAYS ONLY!

PL
U

S

IN STOCK

$297per sq ft
REG 8.99

4¼” WIDE
CLICK 

ENGINEERED
HANDSCRAPED 
HICKORY 
OR MAPLE REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

4 DAYS ONLY!

made   in
CANADA

IN STOCK

$277per sq ft
REG 6.99

SOLID 3/4”THICK
  SELECT
  GRADE 
  MAPLE
HARDWOOD REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

4 DAYS ONLY!

made   in
CANADA

IN STOCK

$197per sq ft
REG 4.99

     3/4”THICK
    ODDS 
  & ENDS 
   SOLID
HARDWOOD REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

4 DAYS ONLY!

made   in
CANADA

from

ELMIRA’S WOOLWICH 
MEMORIAL CENTRE is the 
place to be on Apr. 10 as 
Waterloo Region’s Crime 
Stoppers brings “Putting 
Crime in the Penalty Box” 
back for the third year.

The whole day is free 
to the community and in-
cludes hockey skills camps, 
a football camp, swim-
ming, lunch, a comic book 
launch, Woolwich Sun Rays 
games, educational talks 
and a sledge hockey dem-
onstration.

The event was first orga-
nized after the WMC was 
vandalized on New Year’s 
Day in 2014. The local 
Crime Stoppers branch de-
cided a community event 
would help bring the youth 
and Crime Stoppers togeth-
er in a positive way.

They’re finding more 
ways to reach out to the 
community with differ-
ent offerings at this year’s 
event.

New this year will be the 
launch of their comic book, 
Captain Canuck. 

Writers and illustrators 
created a comic book  with 
the Crime Stoppers charac-
ter and had a first edition 
launch in conjunction with 
Macs. They’ve resurrected 
the old comic from the 
‘80s.  

“We’re going to have our 
Waterloo Region official 
launch on that Sunday. So 
we’re going to have lots 
of Captain Canuck comic 
books and giveaways. That 
will be pretty cool,” said Pat 
DeLay, chair of the Water-
loo Regional Crime Stop-
pers board of directors.

They’ve invited commu-
nity groups to participate 
this year and they’ll be able 
to set up a table showcas-
ing what their organization 
does. 

“We’ve got our group, the 
police auxiliary, Pinacle 
[Health & Fitness] is going 
to be there showing some 

demonstrations. Hopefully 
some more community 
groups join in as well. We 
welcome any and all,” De-
Lay said.

Donations are welcome 
at the event as Crime Stop-
pers is 100 per cent non-
profit.

He says last year went 
great and between adding 
the Woolwich Sun Rays and 
the football camp, there 
were a lot more people 
coming into the building 
and seeing what Crime 
Stoppers is all about.

“We just had a lot more 
folks there and coming 
and staying a little longer, 
which was great because 
from the hockey side 
they’re usually in and out 
in an hour. But having the 
Sun Rays there made a big 
difference in keeping the 
folks there and keeping 
interest high,” DeLay said.

The Woolwich Minor 
Hockey camp is open to 
novice, atom and peewee. 
Interested players can con-
tact their coaching staff 
to sign up. The Woolwich 
Wild will be holding a 
camp too.

“I remember talking to 
some parents after. They 
said we didn’t have to hear 
much about anything Sun-
day night. They had a great 
time,” DeLay said.

There will be a free swim 
from 1-3 p.m. and the Lions 
Club is running a free bar-
beque again.

Last year was the first 
time they held the football 
camp and they’re hoping 
to see a larger turnout this 
year, especially from the 
Elmira high school stu-
dents.

“I just see it as a great 
opportunity. You get about 
four hours of training for, 
we had asked for the foot-
ball side, maybe a donation 
to Crime Stoppers on the 
way in. Any other camp 
would be from $150 to $200 
for that much time. We’re 
doing it basically as a com-

munity service, rounding 
up the volunteers and we 
just like to have everyone 
in there. And we’d like to 
see the building full,” said 
DeLay.

They’re bringing in tal-
ented football coaches and 
players from across the re-
gion to run the camp, mak-
ing it a perfect opportunity 
for local football players to 
get some excellent training.

“The Twin City Predators 
and the CMFA Lions are go-
ing to throw their support 
behind it this year as well 
as the Waterloo Warriors 
are back. The head coach 
and assistants are excited 
to be a part of it. They’re 
going to gather some play-
ers, as well as Lee Becker 
and the Tri-City Outlaws.”

They’ve also enlisted the 
help of MVP Football Acad-
emy, a group of current 
and former CFL players, 
CIS coaches and CIS play-
ers who provide football 
development programs for 
players in Southwestern 
Ontario.

“These guys are terrific 
and they’ve got a 7-on-7 
program that they’ve 
been working with and so 
they’re going to come as 
well. They jumped right on 
board with it,” he said.

There will also be a cyber 
bullying talk and a good 
teammate talk, which he 
notes are crucial parts of 
this community building 
day.  

“The thing that we 
wanted to do different 
with the football side was 
offer something besides 
just coming in and going 
through a clinic. Talking 
about the issues that kids 
have to deal with was part 
of it,” DeLay explained.

This year’s football camp 
will be open to anyone as 
young as 10. They’ll be able 
to divide them up into ap-
propriate age groups with 
the number of coaches 

Crime Stoppers event Apr. 10 brings long 
list of activities to WMC in Elmira

WHITNEY NEILSON

Mike Milner, Pat DeLay, Lee Becker and Matt Fraser will be at the annual Crime Stoppers “Putting Crime in the Penalty Box” event at the WMC 
on Mar. 10 helping with the football camp, which is just one of the free activities available to the community. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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