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THOUSANDS OF PANCAKES 
WERE served and gallons of 
maple syrup were poured 
on Saturday as 70,000 peo-
ple descended on Elmira’s 
downtown for the 53rd an-
nual Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival.

Festival chair Drew Mc-
Govern is calling this year’s 
iteration a success, estimat-
ing 70,000 people attended 
the festival this year. This is 
up from last year’s estima-
tion of 60,000 to 62,000. In 
2015, they said some 65,000 
people showed up.

It appears the milder 
temperatures and a lack of 
precipitation drew people 
out for the world’s largest 
one-day maple syrup fes-
tival.

Before the sun had fully 
risen, or the pancakes even 
hit the griddle, people were 
lined up waiting to get their 
annual fill of flapjacks and 
syrup.

And if pancakes aren’t 
up your alley, there was a 
wide range of other options 
at the vendor mall, like gi-
ant turkey legs, grilled corn 
on the cob, juicy pickles 
on sticks, warm apple frit-
ters, among a host of other 
treats.

“A few of us got together 

Sunny skies, milder weather see 
70,000 flock to Elmira for sap fest

WHITNEY NEILSON [Sunday] morning to do 
a little walk around and 
clean up. Everyone was 
still pumped up, every-
one was very happy with 
the outcome. We got the 
people that we wanted to 
get there and they seemed 
to be spending the money. 
That makes us happy,” 
McGovern said on Monday 
morning.

While out and about 
at the festival he ran into 
people from Waterloo Re-
gion who had never been to 
the festival until this year. 
Encouraged by friends to 
check it out, he says they 
were impressed with what 
they found.

“There is something 
there for everyone. You 
know, young people, they 
probably like to eat, I guess. 
There’s no doubt there’s 
enough of that around. And 
then young families, I went 
into the MacDonald’s Farm 
and we had a new gentle-
man who is taking care of 
that. He was amazed at how 
many people were lined up 
at all given times. He was 
totally surprised.”

Always looking to im-
prove their offerings, the 
committee added inflatable 
games for the kids outside 

WOOLWICH AND WELLESLEY TOWN-
SHIPS contributed seven members to 
a list of more than 123,000 people on 
government payrolls in Ontario earn-
ing more than $100,000 in 2016.

Across the province, the sunshine 
list – which includes doctors, nurses, 
teachers, police and firefighters in ad-
dition to civil servants – grew by 6.9 
per cent over the 115,431 in 2015.

In Woolwich, chief administrative 
officer David Brenneman was the 
highest paid of township employees, 
taking in $148,449.06. Director of engi-
neering and planning Dan Kennaley, 
was paid $114,894.22, the same as 
director of finance/treasurer Richard 
Petherick. Township director of coun-
cil and information services/clerk Val-
rie Hummel made $101,171.08. Town-
ship fire chief Rick Pedersen received 
$114,069.67

Public works superintendent Barry 
Baldasaro came in at $103,067.74.

Typically on the list, the director 
of recreation and facilities position 
changed hands during the year, with 
neither the departing or incoming em-
ployee around long enough through 
the year to break the $100K ceiling.

In Wellesley, chief administrative of-
ficer Rik Louwagie was the sole mem-
ber of the list, earning $117,217.97.

Letting the 
sun shine in 
on public 
sector salaries

STEVE KANNON

Volunteer Kristel Close and the star of the festival, Flapjack the pancake, greeted festival-goers at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre on Apr. 1. The good weather prompted some 70,000 visitors to come out. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]LIST | 5 SAP FEST | 6
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40 Eldale Road Elmira, ON | 519-669-1651 ext 27

MON - FRI  11am to 8pmMON - FRI  11am to 8pmMON - FRI  11am to 8pmMON - FRI  11am to 8pm
SAT & SUN  9am to 8pm

ONE PIECE 

$999

with fresh cut fries 
and creamy slaw 

PRE-ORDER your Good Friday family 
fish & chips meal and receive $5 OFF. $5 OFFValid on purchases of $22 or more before taxes. Valid on take out only. 

ONE PIECE 

Located @ The Elmira Golf Club

T h e  G r i l l
On the Green

MAKING A MOCHRIE OF THINGS IN ST. JACOBS

CUT-A-THON FOR BRAIN TUMOR RESEARCH

Deb McGrath and Colin Mochrie entertained the crowd as the keynote speakers at Home Hardware’s spring market Tuesday morning in St. 
Jacobs. They pulled employees on stage for an hour of improv., which kept the whole room laughing.  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Stylists and clients at Guys and Dolls Salon in Elmira held a cut-a-thon on Apr. 2, raising money for brain tumor research. From left, Natalie 
Clemmer, stylist Tamara Burt, stylist Rachel Morrison and Taylor Clemmer participate in the event, with all funds going towards the Walk to 
End Brain Tumors. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 9am-4pm; Closed Sundays519-669-8282

Fast, Friendly & Professional Service

10 Church St. W., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST/OWNER

• Compression Stockings
   (Standard & Customized)

• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose 
   Monitor & Teaching 
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPER ATED

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H
Happy to
Continue

serving you
in our current
location for

years to
come.

EDSS STUDENTS PUT THEIR SKILLS TO THE TEST

EDSS had 33 students compete in Skills Canada competition this year. Seventeen of them won gold, silver or bronze medals at regional competition. The seven gold medalists will participate at provincial competitions in Toronto 
May 1-3. Some of them stopped for a photo during their weekly meeting on Tuesday. Back row: Seth Horst, Austin Martin, Matthew Frey, Chris Wray, Ethan Shantz. Front row: Connor Redmond, Alex DeVore, Parker Winfield, 
Shannon Metzger, Connor Gerber, Walker Schott, Quinn Young, Shawntanna Atkinson, Randy Dyck, Barbara Gaudet.  The gold medalists advancing to provincials are Connor Gerber, Walker Schott, Hailey Armstrong, Quinn Young, 
Shawntanna Atkinson, Chad Martin and Shannon Metzger.  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

ROBOTICS | 32PATHWAY | 5

EDSS robotics team takes gold
Sir Lancerbot in tow, the team is off  to Ontario District Championship in Mississauga

THERE’LL BE NO SECOND side-
walk installed on Elmira Green 
Warbler Crescent, but one home-
owner’s property will be ripped 
up nonetheless as the township 
plans to put a jog in a pathway 
that leads to Mockingbird Drive.

Woolwich will push ahead with 
a realignment of the walkway, 
rerouting it across the property at 
14 Green Warbler Cres. so that it’s 
no longer in line with the inter-
section of Blue Heron Court.

The plan was opposed by both 
Elmira councillors, however, with 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan calling it 
a waste of time and money.

“If anybody in this room thinks 
this will work, then vote for it,” he 
argued as council met last week, 
noting putting a jog into it won’t 
alter how people use the path-
way. “It’s not going to work. Don’t 
make a mistake here.”

His reservations were shared 
by Coun. Scott Hahn. Ironically, it 
was his mention of liability con-
cerns that swayed fellow council-
lors during a Mar. 21 discussion 
about the walkway, though he 
changed course at last week’s vote.

“It’s a low-risk road,” he ac-
knowledged, calling for the town-
ship not to spend any money on 
the project.

The work is expected to cost 
about $2,500 to $3,000.

While recognizing what the 
township is looking to accom-
plish, homeowner Anton Heim-
pel says the changes are unlikely 
to be effective.

“I understand what they’re try-
ing to do,” he said in an interview 
this week. “I don’t think it’s going 
to do what they think it will.”

Heimpel noted the pathway is 
lightly used, with most pedestri-
ans or cyclists coming or going to 
the opposite side of the planned 
curve in the route.

“People are just going to cut 
across the corner. They’ll take the 
path of least resistance – they’re 
not going to use the walkway,”

As approved, the plan doesn’t 

Rerouted 
walkway to be 
part of Green 
Warbler project, 
council decides

with the way our robot was run-
ning at the beginning of the 
match, and it has to drive itself. 
So we’re going to work on tuning 
that a bit better on our way to the 
next competition so we can do 
better,” said Carson Cass.

Jacob Fralic explains at the 
beginning of the competition in 
Windsor, it was up in the air of 
how they’d do. Sometimes the 
unexpected can happen, things 
you can’t prepare for. 

“But as the competition went 
on and we saw how well we were 
performing and the strength that 
the other teams had we thought 
we had a pretty good chance of 
winning. And then it got really 
cemented when we got into an 
alliance with team 610 for the final 
round, which was another really 
strong team,” Fralic said.

Fletcher says the unpredict-
ability aspect of the competition 
is a good life lesson for the stu-
dents as well. Instead of saying 
the robot will do this or that, they 
say they hope it will be able to 
perform certain functions.

“Often we’d say we hope to do 
this and we think we can do this. 
But at the end of the day, ma-

chines are fallible. Somebody runs 
into you and inadvertently some-
how a breaker gets pushed and we 
lose power at the end of the match 
and we’re stuck, we’re done, and 
who can explain that or who could 
foresee that? And so there is an 
element of learning even I find 
like where you are in a situation 
where you can’t just say we’re go-
ing to do this or the robot’s going 
to do this,” Fletcher said.

Fletcher explains a situation 
that they couldn’t prepare for ac-
tually did happen to them when 
they got hung up on another 
team’s robot.

“We literally burned through a 
set of tires. And the build crew had 
this crazy – it felt like NASCAR – 
where we had to do this pit stop, 
we had to change tires and the 
thing’s back to the pit and bodies 
are everywhere and the wrenches 
are out and there’s only so much 
room and Jacob’s being thrown 
out of the pit, so there’s this crazy 
chaos that happens, high pressure 
in a way,” Fletcher said.

Competition is much more 
intense than you might expect 

automatically in the worlds com-
petition in St. Louis. But now 
because there are so many teams 
in Ontario – close to 200 – the 
top 60 teams go on to the district 
championship, to determine who 
goes on to worlds.

“There are a number of very 
good teams in Waterloo Region 
and I expect that they’re going 
to be there. From that 60, the top 
28 will go on to worlds,” Fletcher 
said.

Matthew Murray notes they’ve 
been to worlds before. In 2014 
they received the rookie all-star 
award which sent them to worlds. 
At worlds, they received the rookie 
all-star award again, as well as all 
awards available to a rookie team.

“That was a pretty big deal to 
win it at worlds,” Fletcher said.

Their robot is the result of 
some 30 students on the team, 
who worked on everything from 
design, to software, to securing 
sponsors.

Right now their robot is in a 
sealed bag. They have a limited 
number of hours they’re allowed 
to spend fixing up the robot for 
the district championship.

“We weren’t completely happy 

A FIRST-PLACE FINISH IN Wind-
sor over the weekend means the 
Elmira District Secondary School 
FIRST robotics team is off to the 
Ontario District Championship.

They and their robot – Sir 
Lancerbot – will compete at the 
Hershey Centre in Mississauga 
from Apr. 12-15.

They competed at the Univer-
sity of Waterloo two weeks ago 
and they made it to the semi-
finals out of 28 teams. The team 
that knocked them out ended up 
winning the whole competition. 
They think if they had a different 
draw they might have been able 
to win that one too.

“I always say there’s an element 
of luck involved a little bit because 
it depends who you’re matched 
up with,” said Ron Fletcher, one of 
the team’s four coaches, about the 
alliance aspect of the competition.

The FIRST (For Inspiration and 
Recognition of Science and Tech-
nology) model in Ontario also 
recently changed.

It used to be if they won a 
regional competition, like they 
did in Windsor, they would be 

WHITNEY NEILSON

STEVE KANNON
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75% OFF! Our 10pc Canadiana Cookware set is made from 18/10 stainless steel and features an impact bonded base that’s safe for all stovetops 
of modern kitchens, including induction. Durable riveted handles, no-drip lips, oven and dishwasher safe. Set includes: 1.5L, 2L and 

3L saucepans, 5L Dutch oven, 1.5L steamer, 24cm/9.5” non-stick fry pan, and 4 stainless steel lids. List: $849.00.

$20999

ON NOW THROUGH APRIL 9TH ONLY AT:

COOKSTOWN
Paderno Kitchen Store
Tanger Outlet Mall
3311 Hwy 89

FERGUS
Dixon Home Hardware 
Building Centre
745 St-David Street

HARRISTON
Harriston Home Hardware
18 Elora Street

KITCHENER
Paderno Kitchen Store
Sportsworld Crossing
50 Sportsworld Crossing 
S.T.O.P. Restaurant Supply
206 Centennial Court

WATERLOO
Goodness Me
668 Erb Street West
Paderno Kitchen Store
St. Jacobs Factory Outlet
25 Benjamin Rd.

Information & dealers: 1-800-A NEW-POT or www.paderno.com. Not all locations open Sunday. Quantities limited, please be early. Sale items may not be exactly as shown.

84% OFF! 
1L ClassIIc casserole 
with lid. 2nd.
List: $99.00. 

$1499

1L ClassIIc casserole 

60% OFF! 24cm/9.5” Canadiana 
Everyday pan. Similar to a fry pan, but deeper 
and features a vented glass lid and two loop 
handles. List: $179.00.$179.00$179.00.

$6999 $2499

40% OFF! 
Vegetable spiral slicer. 
3 interchangeable 
stainless steel blades. 
List: $41.99.

40% OFF! 
500ml stainless 
steel water bottle. 
Matte blue, matte 
black, or green.
List: $24.99. 

$1499

UP TO 50% OFF! 
Paderno Artistry bakeware. Tough 
and durable non-stick coating for 
quick release and easy 
cleanup. Starting at:

$799

42% OFF! 3 pack anti-
bacterial cutting boards, red. 
List: $34.99.

ON NOW THROUGH APRIL 9

$34.99$34.99.

$1999

Syrian refugee family puts on dinner to thank 
those who helped them resettle in St. Jacobs

LIZ BEVAN

IT’S BEEN ONE YEAR since 
the Karawani family ar-
rived in St. Jacobs as refu-
gees from Syria with noth-
ing. A large group from a 
local church, along with 
other community mem-
bers, came together to find 
the family housing, jobs, 
transportation, among 
other necessities to begin a 
new life.

As a gesture of thanks, 
the family gave back a little 
something to those who 
gave them everything with 
a big feast of traditional 
Syrian foods on Saturday.

Long tables were laid out 
with many colourful dishes 
such as tabbouleh – a to-
mato, parsley, mint, bulgur 
and onion salad, kibbeh – a 
dough patty stuffed with 
meat, and yabrak – a dish 
of stuffed vine leaves . The 
feast took the family three 
days to cook. 

Through a translator, 
Mohamad Karawani, ex-
pressed his appreciation 
for all of the help his family 
of ten had received from 
the community. The family 
feels as though the commu-

nity is an extension of their 
family.

“The sponsors here, they 
have done things for us that 
nobody has ever done for 
us. They were very respect-
ful and they helped them in 
a very nice way,” he said. “I 
consider Lester (Weber) as 
better than a real brother. 
He has a special place in 
my heart. He has done 
things for us that nobody 
has. They had a birthday 
party for me.”

Mohamad’s wife, 
Mariam, says her family 
wouldn’t be where they are 

without the local Menno-
nite group who welcomed 
them to Canada. The sense 
of camaraderie is one of 
the things that stands out 
for her since arriving in the 
region one year ago.

“The way people treated 
us was very kind,” she said. 
“The most important thing 
is that there is no racism, 
all religions are equal, and 
people love each other. 
They were very kind to us 
and we felt at home.”

Lester Weber is just one 
of the nearly 100 people 
who banded together to 

help the Karawanis in their 
time of need. He says the 
dinner was a great idea for 
the family to show how 
much they appreciate what 
the community has done 
for them. 

“It is nice to see that 
there is appreciation for 
what we have done. They 
have expressed it otherwise 
too, but it is nice to see that 
they want to go the extra 
mile to do a thank you for 
the whole group, everybody 
together,” he said. “They 
are a government spon-
sored family, but we rallied 

around them, taking them 
to doctor’s appointments, 
dentist appointments, but 
it has been a stretching ex-
perience for all of us. It has 
been interesting to interact 
with a different culture. 
This certainly has opened 
my understanding.”

The dinner started with 
a speech from the family, 
thanking the group for 
their help. Mohamad ex-
pressed his gratitude. 

“We would like to thank 
all of you as a group for 
all that you did for us,” he 
said. “You were very kind 
to us and we can’t describe 
how you have touched our 
hearts and we don’t know 
how to really thank you for 
all that you did. Our dinner 
today is a gesture to tell you 
how much we appreciate 
what you have done and it 
is authentic Syrian cuisine, 
so enjoy it.”

The family has made a 
home in St. Jacobs, and 
they don’t have plans to 
move any time soon. 

“We have no intention to 
change anything. We love 
the area, we love the people 
and we want to stay here,” 
said Mohamad.

Floradale 
opens its arms 
– and homes – 
to Turkish 
refugees

WHITNEY NEILSON

REFUGEES CONTINUE TO 
FIND support in Waterloo 
Region, even in the small 
rural villages.

Floradale Mennonite 
Church hosted a fundrais-
ing lunch last weekend, 
with the proceeds being 
split between Mennonite 
Central Committee’s refu-
gee supports and the Inter-
cultural Dialogue Institute, 
which is active at Conrad 
Grebel College in Waterloo.

“It was really nice just to 
see these two groups come 
together and talk about 
their lives and relating to 
each other’s stories. There’s 
not a lot of opportunities 
to do that and take the 
time, so I think creating 
these types of spaces and 
opportunities is important 
and helpful,” said Leon 
Kehl, Floradale Mennonite 
Church’s missions chair-
person.

About 150 people came 
out who raised $1,700, and 

FUNDRAISER | 7

Lester Weber represents the group that rallied around the Karawani family in their time of need. The family of ten, headed up my Mohamad 
and Mariam, spent three days cooking a feast of traditional Syrian dishes on Apr. 1. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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POLICE BLOTTER

Police remind residents to secure their valuables
THE RASH OF THEFTS of 
items from unlocked ve-
hicles has police issuing a 
lock-it-or-lose-it warning to 
residents.

If you see suspicious ac-
tivity or behaviour around 
your vehicle or neighbour-
hood, report it. 

Should you wish to 
remain anonymous, you 
may call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or 
submit a tip online at www.
csgw.tips. You may be eligi-
ble for a reward from Crime 
Stoppers of up to $2,000.

M A R C H  3 0

9:30 AM | OPP received a re-
port of a break-and-enter and theft 
from Zehr Automotive in Tavistock, 
believed to have happened at some 
point between 8 p.m. on Mar. 29 and 
the time of the report. Unknown 
suspect(s) broke into a maintenance 
shed on the property by forcing 
open the locked doors. Once inside 
the thieves removed a bill-change 
machine which contained approxi-

mately $400. The value of the coin 
machine is approximately $6,500. 
The thieves also removed the onsite 
video surveillance equipment with 
a value of approximately $2,000. 
The incident occurred in the area of 
where the on-site car wash bays are 
near the rear of the property. Police 
are continuing to investigate. 

9:30 AM | Regional police 
responded to a single-vehicle 

Krista Sandelli 
OWNER/RMT

Julie Wemp 
RMT

Steph Gaudet 
RMT

Nicole Boyd 
RMT

Tammy Puppes 
RMT

Providing 20 Years of Service 69 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-3494

Jessica 
Zantinge RMT

Lindsay Plantz 
RMT

Julie-Maria 
Schroth RMT

Krista Bauman 
RMT

Caitlin Clemmer 
RMT

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri. & Sat. 8-8reservations
recommended

Special

or
Opening Thursday 

evenings again 8-8 
starting April 20

April 7th, 8th, & 15th CLOSED GOOD FRIDAY

Includes dessert!

St. James Lutheran, Elmira
CELEBRATION OF MUSIC 

Presents:

SUNDAY, APRIL 23rd, 3:00 pm

Proceeds to fight Drought & Famine in Central Africa & Yemen
Receipts for charitable donations ($10+) beyond ticket payment

Tickets: $15 Adult | $10 Senior | Free: Children & Students
Eventbrite.ca, Window Box (from Apr 11), St. James office (mornings)

SPRING CONCERT 
TO FIGHT 

DROUGHT & FAMINE
Featuring:

Jubilation Male Chorus with
Robert Shantz (Director), Karen Enns & Jeff Enns

Police remind people to secure their belonging or 
risk losing them, offering up the following tips:

• Always roll up your vehicle’s windows, lock the doors;

• Never leave your vehicle unattended while it is running;

• If you have a garage, use it and lock the door as well as 
your vehicle;

• Never leave your car keys in plain view or in an easily 
accessible area;

• Always park your vehicle in a well-lit area;

• Never leave valuable objects or packages in full view. 
Put them in the trunk instead.

M A R C H  3 1

8:00 PM | Wellington 
County OPP received a call from the 
Guelph-Eramosa Fire Department 
of a vehicle fire located at a rental 
property at 8006 Highway 7. Police 
attended, along with the fire de-
partment, and found a pickup truck 
was fully engulfed. There was also 
damage to another pickup truck 
parked nearby and minor damages 
to the shop’s door. The cause of the 
fire was deemed not suspicious.

A P R I L  2

12:30 AM | Police were con-
ducting a Reduce Impaired Driving 
Everywhere (R.I.D.E.) check on 
Highway 7 when a red Toyota Echo 
entered the check point. While 
speaking with the driver, officers 
detected the odour of alcohol on 
his breath. The driver was arrested 
after failing the roadside screening 
test, and was transported to a local 
OPP operation centre for further 
testing. As a result, a 27-year-old 
Kitchener man was charged with 
‘driving with over 80 mgs.’ He is to 
appear in Guelph Criminal Court on 
May 5 to answer to the charge. 

collision at Kossuth Road between 
Beaverdale Road and Chilligo Road, 
where a 70-year-old Guelph man 
had lost control of his vehicle and 
struck a hydro pole, causing exten-
sive damage that required the road 
to be closed for several hours to 
allow for repair work. The man was 
transported to hospital with minor 
injuries. He was subsequently 
charged with ‘careless driving’ as a 
result of the investigation.

A P R I L  3

2:00 AM | OPP were notified 
of the theft of a truck from a rural 
residence on Perth Line 44 in the 
Township of Perth East. The inves-
tigation revealed that two suspects 
had driven on to the property in a 
white pickup truck shortly before 2 
a.m. One of the suspects then stole 
an unlocked grey-coloured Chevrolet 
Silverado pickup truck that had been 
parked at the residence. The keys for 
this truck had been inside the vehicle. 
Both trucks then left the residence 
together in an unknown direction. 
Police are continuing to investigate 
this incident and are seeking the 
public’s assistance in identifying the 
vehicle that the suspects initially 
arrived in. This pick-up has a distinct 
red symbol on the passenger side 
door. The Perth County OPP is 
requesting anyone with information 
that can assist police to call 1-888-
310-1122 or (519) 393-6123.  Should 
you wish to remain anonymous, call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS) or submit a secure web-tip 
at www.pc-crimestoppers.ca, where 
you may be eligible to receive a cash 
reward of up to $2,000.

At the Region of Water-
loo, there were 272 people 
among those paid more 
than $100,000 by taxpay-
ers. The list includes Chair 
Ken Seiling at $164,965.75. 
Top earners were Liana No-
lan, commissioner, public 
health/medical officer of 
health, $289,617.64; CAO 
Mike Murray, $274,817.41; 
Hsiu-Li Wang, associate 
medical officer of health, 
$253,157.06; and Thomas 
Schmidt, commissioner, 
transportation & environ-
mental services, $214,626.58

The Waterloo Regional 
Police provided 666 names 
to the list, led by chief 
Bryan Larkin at $283,984.69 
plus $13,289.94 in taxable 
benefits; deputy chief 
Kevin Chalk, $230,729.40 
plus $12,136.94 in taxable 
benefits and deputy chief 
Kevin Thaler, $229,996.91 
plus $11,419.76 in taxable 
benefits.

LIST: Numbers 
keep growing
FROM | COVER

Region of Waterloo and its nurses 
ratify new contract, avoiding strike

LIZ BEVAN

AVOIDING STRIKE ACTION 
FOR Public Health nurses 
in the region, the Ontario 
Nurses’ Association and 
the Region of Waterloo 
have voted to ratify a ten-
tative agreement reached 
last week. 

The 131 nurses voted 
in favour of the deal, 
which runs through June 
30, 2019. The contract 
includes adjustments to 
health benefits and pre-
miums and a moderate 
increase in wages of 1.25 
per cent retroactive to 
July 2016, a 1.25 per cent 
increase in July 2017, and 
a two per cent increase in 
Jan. 2018. 

Negotiations started 
last summer, in June, and 
were ongoing until just 
last week when a tentative 
agreement was reached. 

Dr. Liana Nolan, medical 
officer of health and com-

missioner of public health, 
said regional officials are 
just happy a deal has been 
reached, avoiding a public 
health nurse strike.

“We are very pleased 
that a deal has been 
reached between the re-
gion and ONA, so it is busi-
ness as usual,” she said. 
“I can say that we are all 
very happy that a volun-
tary agreement has been 
reached. From our point of 
view, we have always said 
that we value the work of 
the public health nurses 
and a voluntary agreement 
was always the hope and 
the intent. I think it has 

worked out well.”
Talks didn’t always go 

smoothly, however. 
In an ONA press release 

from a month ago, Vicki 
McKenna, first vice-pres-
ident of the association, 
expressed her displeasure 
with the negotiations. 

“Bargaining has been 
very different this round 
versus our past experi-
ences with this employer. 
After seven days at the bar-
gaining table, these highly 
skilled professionals are 
insulted, disrespected, 
disillusioned, and deval-
ued by this employer,” she 
said. “Our dedicated nurs-
es work to ensure that the 
575,000 residents of the 
Region of Waterloo remain 
healthy and well, yet their 
employer has been abso-
lutely disrespectful. The 
employer flatly refused to 
listen to ONA members’ 
counter-proposal, ending 
talks.

“We are very pleased 
that a deal has been 
reached between the 
region and ONA, so it 
is business as usual,”

DR. LIANA NOLAN

decades without incident.
At the previous meet-

ing, Coun. Larry Shantz 
favoured the barrier option 
for safety reasons.

“You don’t want them 
going straight off the end,” 
he said of kids on bicycles.

Taking a playful shot 
at his Ward 1 colleagues, 
Coun. Mark Bauman opted 
to press ahead with the 
project.

“I’m going to support ... 
the stupid thing that will 
never work.”

PATHWAY: Unlikely to be effective, says resident

include a barrier to force 
cyclists, in particular, to 
veer to the left (or right), 
but there’s a contingency 
to install one if users con-
tinue to go straight through 
as has been the case for 

FROM | 3

Sketch of the proposed reworking of the Green Warbler end of pathway link to Mockingbird Drive. [SUBMITTED]
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Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

BLACK FOREST STYLE HAM $3.99/lb. Reg.$4.75/lb.
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HAM $279
/lb.

CLOSED
Good Friday

Have a special order 
or request for Easter?

www.koebelhcm.com

CALL 519-206-0336
CONESTOGO BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

 Donʼt Pay for 12 Months
 Other Financing 
  Options Available
 Rebates up to $1400
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April 16, 7:30 a.m.
Followed by breakfast

And the 10:30 a.m. regular service

Good Friday Service: April 14, 10 a.m.

April 16, 7:30 a.m.

An outdoor
“Sonrise”

Easter Service

Join us for

the Woolwich Memorial Centre, as well as a 
variety of food trucks, both of which appeared 
to go over well.

“They seemed to be busy the whole day. 
And compared to other years, that area was 
built up. We had a crew that took care of the 
rec.  centre and they came up with the idea just 
to try to fill in that car park and they did very 
well.”

They may look to add to that next year be-
cause they want to get more people heading to 
the WMC during the day. At times, the outdoor 
vendor mall on Arthur Street can be too con-
gested, and having more options at the WMC 
allows visitors to take a break from the crowds.

As for the pancake tent, he thinks they sold 
nearly 8,000 pancakes this year. In some years 
it’s been lower, at the 6,000 mark. They actu-
ally ran out of the festival’s pride and joy – ma-
ple syrup – at one point in the afternoon.

“I think we had 120 gallons and again that 
was based on last year’s usage. I think last year 
we used about 110. That kind of shows you the 
increase.”

They found a Mennonite vendor in town 
selling jugs of syrup, to buy from to finish out 
the day.

The committee met this week to go over 
how the festival went and what changes they’d 
like to see for 2018.

“We haven’t lasted 53 years with no chang-
es. We always have to tweak it. If we had no 
changes we would still be making pancakes 
in a frying pan on Arthur Street. Obviously we 
can’t do that anymore.”

He notes they’re thankful for the support of 
some 2,000 volunteers who make the annual 
outing possible, as well as support from spon-
sors, the township, and the BIA. Community 
groups selected to receive funds from the pro-
ceeds of the festival will do so in June.

“We’re very happy with the outcome and 
no major mishaps. Now our committee gets a 
chance to rest up over the summer before we 
start again.”

Next year’s event is scheduled for Apr. 7, 
2018.

RECAP / 2017 ELMIRA MAPLE SYRUP FESTIVAL

SAP FEST: Weather 
makes all the difference, 
as 70,000 people attend
FROM | COVER

Thom Smith and Mic Micenfelder were two of 2,000 volunteers helping to keep the festival 
running smoothly, as they greeted people at the south end of the mall with festival guides 
and directions. Many people eagerly huddled around the taffy-making operation in Gore 
Park, to enjoy maple taffy rolled in snow onto a stick. The 1st Elmira Scout Group set up 
their usual log sawing booth, where kids got to try their hand at sawing a log and then 
have the piece of wood branded to take home as a souvenir. Frank Cicogna from Guelph 
chomps down on a cob of corn on the downtown strip where vendors kept festival-goers 
full. Duncan Murch, 3, stuffs his face with the infamous pancakes at the festival’s pancake 
tent. The tent ran out of syrup part way through the day, but were able to stock up from a 
local Mennonite vendor. [WHITNEY NEILSON & LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from April 10th – April 15th

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Fresh

REG. PRICE
$12.49 /lb.

$10.99

Store Made “LOCAL”  
Bone-in, Skin-on 

Smoked Hams

$3.99 REG. PRICE
$4.49 /lb.

Store Made Whole, Half or Mini 

Blackforest 
Hams

Prime Rib 
Roasts

Tilapia or Potato 
Crusted Cod

Fresh “LOCAL” grade “A” 

Frozen Tortilla Crusted 

REG. PRICE
$12.99 /lb.

$10.99

Store Made Regular or Garlic 

REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb.

$3.49

 /lb.
$3.19

Turkeys

REG. PRICE
$2.69 /lb.

$2.19

Breakfast 
Sausages

Permanent
Hair Removal!
Now is the Time for

to set up an
appointment

and be
Call today 

  HAIR
FREE

for the
SummerSummerSummer

519-669-0237

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

Now is the Time for

some 25 people came from 
the local Turkish commu-
nity.

The meal was prepared 
by the Turkish community, 
including Turkish refugees 
who are staying in Flora-
dale.

The church has created 
a generosity fund which is 
used to help other organi-
zations support refugees. 
They’ve also pledged 
$60,000 to help MCC with 
refugee support. 

Two Turkish refugees are 
staying with Kehl’s parents 
in Floradale.

“It was actually through 
a contact at IDI and be-
cause of the political situ-
ation in Turkey and that 
they have families, they 
were specifically looking 
for a non-Turkish, non-
Muslim, English speaking 
household because they 
don’t want to be public, 
or that could expose their 
remaining family members 
to danger,” Kehl explained.

They plan to stay in 
Canada as permanent refu-
gees. One was a journalist 
and one was a high school 
principal. They’re going to 
school for English language 
training and the former 
high school principal has 
done some catering for 
families in the area.

They’ve been staying in 
Floradale since December.

“The one fellow’s a really 
good cook. They showed 
up on Dec. 11. My wife’s 
birthday is Dec. 12 and he 
wants to open a restaurant. 
I said ‘I’m at work tomor-
row, would you like to cook 
for my wife for her birthday 
party?’ And he said ‘sure.’ 
So they did that and it was 
a wonderful meal.”

Kehl says he’s been 
encouraging him to open 
a Turkish restaurant in 
Elmira.

He adds they’ve been 
warmly received by the 
church and the Floradale 
community, and the ben-
efit goes both ways.

“I think it creates an 
awareness of some of 

these events that are hap-
pening in the world. Also, 
awareness of the common 
parts of our faith. These 
particular people are really 
wired to service and help-
ing people. There’s a lot 
of commonalities in that 
and Mennonite traditions. 
That’s, I think, been helpful 
for people in our church to 
realize in many ways we’re 
very similar,” Kehl said.

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MP Harold Albrecht at-
tended the lunch and notes 
he tries to attend as many 
public events in his riding 
as possible, but there were 
a couple other reasons why 
it was important for him to 
attend.

“This was particularly 
close to me because of my 
longstanding commit-
ment to care for vulnerable 
people, especially for new 
arrivals in Canada. My his-
tory on this goes back to 
1987 when Betty and I had a 
refugee family live with us 
for a short time,” Albrecht 
said.

The former refugees 
from El Salvador have be-
come some of his closest 
friends. 

He says when you think 
about welcoming newcom-
ers to Canada, especially 
as refugees, it’s critical 
they have either a family or 
group of families who are 
specifically committed to 
walking with them through 
those first months and 
through the adjustments.

“We had a fantastic meal 
prepared from one of the 
new arrivals from Turkey. 
But the better part of it is 
to see this church commu-
nity raising funds for what 
they call a generosity fund, 
which actually helps other 
groups who are committed 
to sponsoring refugees. So 
they may have the time and 
the people that can commit 
to walking with the refu-
gees, but they may not have 
enough cash flow.”

“It comes back to hu-
man compassion, what’s 
the right thing to do in this 
situation.”

FUNDRAISER: Making the 
refugees feel at home here
FROM | 4

Teams from across the region 
came to compete in the pancake 
flipping contest at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre, including The 
Crouching Tiger team, who 
came in first. The Old MacDonald 
Farm was a big draw for festival 
crowds, with pigs, llamas, 
puppies, a maze and a chance to 
sit on some tractors. The human-
sized sap bucket, a staple at the 
festival, gave visitors the chance 
to see how sap feels after being 
tapped from a tree.  
[WHITNEY NEILSON,  LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

PHOTOS BY WHITNEY NEILSON & LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER
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BEING CONSTANTLY BOMBARDED WITH 
sales pitches and lifestyle advertising from the 
financial industry, Canadians would be well 
served by stronger regulation of the sector.

A spate of recent stories about ambiguous claims and 
deceptive practices make it clear that the overwhelming ma-
jority of what is called financial advice is nothing more than 
a sales job. Very few people offering up a variety of products 
have any fiduciary duty to their clients. Instead, most are 
simply selling investment vehicles that pay the largest com-
missions to themselves and their employers, often the coun-
try’s largest banks.

Take, for instance, the use of “financial adviser” instead 
of “financial advisor.” The former, with an “e,” has a legal 
requirement of some financial duty to the clients. The lat-
ter with an “o”, much more common, is a workaround that 
comes without any obligation. Or requirement to disclose. 

This is not to say that everyone in the industry is out to 
deceive, but ethics are a big issue. Even with all the scrutiny 
– and multi-billion-dollar losses – that came with the melt-
down of 2008, almost entirely caused by unethical conduct 
in the industry, has failed to protect the public. That’s how, 
almost a decade later, we’re still hearing individual horror 
stories that in turn beget more of the same. And still more.

It’s into this climate that a group called the Canadian 
Foundation for Advancement in Investor Rights (FAIR 
Canada) last week called for reforms to prevent those selling 
investment vehicles such as mutual funds (themselves an 
issue given the propensity of fees to erode large chunks of 
clients’ money) acting in their own interests over those of 
their customers.

It wants reforms that will require “financial advisors” and 
their firms to have a statutory duty to act in their client’s 
best interests. The group is calling on government regulators 
to move forward quickly with implementing a best interest 
standard that prohibits conflicted remuneration and re-
quires the avoidance of conflicts of interest. 

“Titles should be regulated so it is clear to consumers 
whether they are getting advice in their best interest or not”, 
says Ermanno Pascutto, FAIR Canada’s board chair. “Those 
who do not provide advice in the consumer’s best interest 
should be called a “salesperson” and not be held out as a 
‘financial advisor.’” 

The public has every right to be suspicious of the financial 
services industry, above and beyond our natural distrust of 
banks and insurance companies and their fees. A 2015 study 
of the sector in the U.S. and the UK – The Street, The Bull 
and The Crisis – found post-2008 attitudes towards ethics 
within the industry to be heading in the wrong direction. 
It notes that unethical behaviour persists, with a culture of 
integrity failing to take hold – not surprising given that bail-
outs were largely aimed at those responsible, many of whom 
pocketed bonuses as taxpayers – those paying the bills – lost 
their homes and jobs.

Without an aggressive plan to stamp out misconduct, we 
are simply sitting and waiting for another financial disaster 
to strike, the study determined.

In line with pension reform, this is an issue for many of us 
who don’t have a pension – that’s the case for the majority of 
workers outside of government ranks – and rely on personal 
savings and investments to fund their retirement. We simply 
can’t afford the status quo in an investment industry that 
makes billions from deliberately confusing its clients and 
steering them toward expensive products that shrink retire-
ment accounts over time. 

Public protection 
demands reform 
of financial sector

“My administration 
is putting an end to the 
war on coal,” said Donald 
Trump, surrounded by the 
usual gaggle of officials 
and (in this case) coal-min-
ers, as he put his super-size 
signature on the Energy 
Independence Executive 
Order. But coal is dying as a 
major energy source in the 
United States for reasons 
far beyond the reach of ex-
ecutive orders.

“The miners are com-
ing back,” Trump boasted 
at a rally in Kentucky last 
month, but no less an au-
thority than Robert Mur-
ray, founder and CEO of 
Murray Energy, the biggest 
U.S. coal company, prompt-
ly rained on his parade. “I 
suggested that (Trump) 
temper his expectations,” 
he said. “He can’t bring 
them back.”

Trump’s latest executive 
order is not just about coal, 
of course. It’s a frontal as-
sault on all the Obama-era 
regulations that aimed at 
curbing climate change. 
But while it will slow the 

Coal is dead, no matter what Trump has to say about it
decline in U.S. greenhouse 
gas emissions, it will not 
have a major impact on 
global emissions.

That is partly because 
the U.S. accounts for only 
16 per cent of global emis-
sions. Compared to China’s 
29 per cent, it doesn’t 
matter all that much, and 
China remains committed 
to big cuts.

In January, China 
scrapped plans for 104 new 
coal-fired power plants, 
and it intends to invest 
$361 billion (equal to half 
the U.S. defence budget) in 
renewable energy between 
now and 2020.  The Chi-
nese government is spend-
ing that kind of money be-
cause it is rightly terrified 
about what global warming 
will do to China’s economy 
and above all to its food 
supply.

Like the Indians, the Eu-
ropeans, and pretty much 
everybody else, the Chi-
nese remain committed to 
the climate goals agreed to 
in Paris in December 2015 
even though the United 
States has defected. Their 
own futures depend on 
meeting those goals – and 
they know that the Ameri-
can defection does not 
destroy all hope of success. 

Globally speaking, it’s not 
that big a deal.

It would seem like a 
much bigger deal, however, 
if they were not confident 
that American greenhouse 
gas emissions will continue 
to decline under Trump, 
though not as fast as they 
would under a less igno-
rant and less compromised 
administration. Coal pro-
vides an excellent example 
of why.

In 2009, when Barack 
Obama entered the White 
House, coal provided 52 per 
cent of U.S. electricity. In 
only eight years it has fall-
en to 33 per cent, and the 
decline has little to do with 
Obama’s Clean Power Plan. 
First cheap gas from frack-
ing undercut the coal price, 
and then even solar power 
got cheaper than coal – so 
411 coal-fired plants closed 
down, and more than fifty 
coal-mining companies 
went bankrupt.

Half the 765 remain-
ing big coal-fired plants 
in the United States were 
built before 1972. Since the 
average age when Ameri-
can coal-fired plants are 
scrapped is 58 years, half of 
them will soon be gone no 
matter what Trump does, 
and even he cannot make it 

economically attractive to 
build new ones. (Only nine 
per cent of American coal-
fired plants were built in 
the past quarter-century.)

Coal is by far the most 
polluting of the fossil fuels, 
producing twice as much 
carbon dioxide as gas does 
for the same amount of en-
ergy, but that alone wasn’t 
enough to turn the energy 
industry against it. It’s the 
cost per kilowatt-hour of 
electricity that matters, 
and coal has simply been 
overtaken by cheaper 
forms of energy.

Even in India, the most 
heavily coal-dependent of 
the big economies and a 
country with vast amounts 
of coal, solar energy prices 
are now on a par with coal. 
Sheer inertia means that 
India will go on expanding 
coal-fired generation for 
a few more years, but its 
National Electricity Plan 
projects no further increase 
in coal-based capacity after 
2022. King Coal truly is 
dead.

You don’t need good 
intentions to do the right 
thing for climate safety 
anymore; just common 
sense. From fuel efficiency 

DYER | 10

Each year’s revelations feed a growing trend for the public to tell governments to stick it where the sun don’t shine.



COMMENT | 9THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2017

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

EDITORIAL
519.669.5790 EXT 103

editor@woolwichobserver.com

ADVERTISING
519.669.5790 EXT 104

ads@woolwichobserver.com

PRODUCTION
519.669.5790 EXT 105

production@woolwichobserver.com

PUBLISHER
519.669.5790 EXT 107

publisher@woolwichobserver.com

LETTERS
Letters to the Editor should be exclusive to The Observer. Include 
name, address and daytime phone number. Unsigned letters must 
contact Editor for publishing consideration. Keep letters under 350 
words. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. This newspaper 
declines announcements, poetry and thank-you letters. 

COPYRIGHT
The entire contents of The Observer and online edition are protected by 
copyright. No portion thereof is to be reproduced or transmitted in any 
form or by any means without the specific permission of the publisher. 
Reproduction rights can be obtained from ACCESS COPYRIGHT 
located at 1 Young St., 1900, Toronto, ON M5E 1E5 | 416.868.1621

PRESS COMPLAINTS & ASSOCIATIONS
The Observer is a member of the Ontario Press Council which considers 
complaints against member newspapers. For more information 
contact www.ontpress.com. The Observer is a member of the Ontario 
Community Newspaper Association [CCNA], Canadian Community 
Newspaper Association and The Greater KW Chamber of Commerce.

HIS VIEW / STEVE KANNON

EDITOR'S
NOTES

THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Sunshine list is always a hot-button item, as intended from the outset

There’s nothing like 
the annual sunshine list 
to get us all hot under the 
collar … unless we’re one 
of those lucky enough to 
be on it.

The annual list of those 
public sector employ-
ees making more than 
$100,000 continues to 
grow by leaps and bounds. 
It now includes 123,410 
workers, up 6.9 per cent 
from 115,431 last year, earn-
ing salaries and benefits 
approaching $16 billion.

Beyond pushing more 
people into the top five per 
cent of wage earners (well, 
earning is a bit of a stretch, 
to many minds), such pay 
now eats up some 55 per 
cent of all program spend-
ing. 

We spend more, and get 
less as a rule, all the while 
paying the non-productive 
part of the economy at 
twice the rate of what the 
average taxpayer makes.

Unchecked spending, 
particularly on salaries, 
benefits and pensions, 

has driven up taxes and 
contributed to the souring 
of public opinion beyond 
what lying and corrupt 
politicians have histori-
cally been able to do all on 
their own.

Even politicians, never 
eager to act in the public 
interest except to save 
their skins, are taking note. 
It’s the impetus behind 
talk of restraint – much of 
it fake – at all levels of gov-
ernment. Any more of this 
and we might actually see 
some accountability from 
government.

The belt-tightening most 
of us are enduring leaves 
us in no mood to accept 
that others aren’t sharing 
in the hardships. That goes 
double for those people 
paid from the ever-increas-
ing taxes taken from our 
diminishing paycheques.

Various forums, blogs 
and news sites are filled 
with vitriol aimed at civil 
service employees. Talk of 
inflated wages, generous 
benefits, casual working 
conditions and job security 
fuel countless rants. While 
many exaggerate the situ-
ation, there’s no arguing 
there is a growing income 
gap between public em-

ployees and the average 
taxpayer.  When times 
are tough, the simmering 
dissatisfaction with that 
unsustainable situation 
is bound to boil over. The 
anger is building up a good 
head of steam.

The annual sunshine list 
is fuel on the fire.

There’s been an upward 
trend since reporting such 
salaries was made manda-
tory beginning in 1996. 
The idea was to show the 
public how many govern-
ment employees were pull-
ing in large dollars, even 
as their unions cried poor 
in the face of the tougher 
fiscal policies. We were 
meant to be ticked off 
by the long inventory of 
names.

Back then, there were 
4,319 names on the list. 
Today it’s grown by a fac-
tor of 25.

Perusing the list, few 
Ontarians would have 
trouble with the salaries 
paid to doctors, research-
ers and similar profession-
als. There are more than 
raised eyebrows however 
over bus drivers, utility 
workers, janitors, firefight-
ers, educators and the like 
raking in money far in 

excess of what the average 
taxpayer makes. Facing 
ever-increasing electricity 
bills – again, much higher 
costs for no additional 
benefit – we’re rightly 
ticked off to see some 
7,700 workers from Ontario 
Power Generation walking 
on sunshine. That includes 
the highest figure on the 
list, OPG’s chief executive 
Jeff Lyash at $1.2 million. 
(We no longer receive up-
dates about the thousands 
more at Hydro One thanks 
to Kathleen Wynne’s de-
cision to sell off 30 per 
cent – and counting – of 
the public asset in order 
to help cover up her fiscal 
mismanagement.)

Closer to home, Wool-
wich has six names on the 
list, while Wellesley adds 
just one to the mix. The 
Region of Waterloo has 
276 people on the list, with 
police adding almost 670 
more.

Inclusion on the list puts 
government employees in 
the top five per cent of all 
earners in the province.

Once seen as a place 
where job security came 
with lower wages, public 
service now means higher-
than-average pay, benefits 

and working conditions. 
As the public sector grows, 
it becomes an even bigger 
burden.

Salary figures indicate 
a growing gap between 
civil service wages and the 
average earning of private 
sector employees. The 
discrepancy is likely to in-
crease, as average industry 
wages will remain stagnant 
or decline dramatically in 
some industries as layoffs 
take hold. Even though the 
recession is officially over, 
unemployment remains 
high and private-sector 
wages depressed.

The gap and resultant 
drag on society is well doc-
umented in recent studies, 
as others pile on to show 
the negatives of the public 
sector.

Spending on govern-
ment worker wages and 
benefits in Ontario has in-
creased substantially since 
2005/06, hindering the 
province’s ability to bal-
ance its books, says a re-
port released by the right-
wing Fraser Institute.

The study calculates 
that between 2005/06 and 
2013/14 (the latest year of 
available data), compen-
sation spending by the 

Ontario government – in-
cluding wages, benefits, 
and pensions –increased 
by 47.1 per cent, faster than 
all other program spend-
ing (38.8 per cent) and well 
beyond the combined rate 
of inflation and provincial 
government job growth (26 
per cent).

“Pay and benefits for 
government employees is 
the largest chunk of the 
government’s budget, and 
they can’t keep expand-
ing that line item at this 
pace,” notes the Canadian 
Taxpayers Federation’s 
Ontario director, Christine 
Van Geyn.

The organization is call-
ing on the Ontario govern-
ment to reel in government 
employee compensation, 
pointing to Saskatchewan, 
where the government re-
cently announced it would 
be negotiating a 3.5 per 
cent reduction in govern-
ment employee compensa-
tion.

“With Ontario’s debt 
blowing past $300 bil-
lion this past year, it’s 
high time the govern-
ment reined in employee 
compensation cost,” ar-

What’s your favourite treat at the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival?

“The Alma Youth Group’s back bacon on a 
bun.”

 » Thom Smith

“Apple fritters.”

 » Diane Coulman

“The deep fried Mars bar.”

 » Candis Walker

“The potato tornado looks good.”

 » Sarah Miles

“The Alma Youth Group’s back bacon on a 
bun.”

 » Mic Michenfelder

“So Trump won’t do nearly as much harm as people feared.” Gwynne Dyer | 8

KANNON | 10
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Crunching the numbers, 
Trump’s impact won’t be big
FROM | 8

 » Statistics Canada

COME JOIN US ON OUR

Chris
tia

n

Tours
Ask Your Friends 
to Come Along! 

BOOK NOW TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT!  5196695557

NOTE: All motels, bus fare, 
booked tours, and breakfast 

are included 

APRIL 18th - 20th SIGHT AND SOUND LANCASTER  P.A. 

MAY 9th - 11th PRIME TULIP TIME HOLLAND MICHIGAN 

MAY 13th BIRD WATCHING TOUR  POINT PEELE PARK

JUNE 28th - JULY 1st HORSE PROGRESS DAYS LANCASTER  P.A. 

JULY 24th - AUG 5th EAST COAST N.B., N. S., P.E.I. 

SEPT 12th - 15th CREATION MUSEUM  KENTUCKY 

OCT 4th - 6th AGAWA CANYON SAULT STE. MARIE 

OCT 17th - 20th OHIO AMISH COUNTRY HOLMES COUNTY OHIO

OTHER UPCOMING TOURS:

June 12th

to
July 13th

When “That 
will never 
happen 
to me” 
happens.

1201022CN State Farm Canadian Head Office, Aurora, Ontario

I'm ready to help.

There’s never a good time for 
an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count 
on State Farm® to be there 
quickly so you can get your life 
back to normal. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Jeff Watkin, Agent
151 Frobisher Dr, Ste A204
Waterloo, ON  N2V 2C9
Bus: 519-886-4470
jeff.watkin.icjk@statefarm.com

in automobiles to replac-
ing coal-fired plants with 
natural gas or solar arrays, 
saving money goes hand-
in-hand with cutting emis-
sions. The economy is not 
your enemy; it’s your ally. 
So Trump won’t do nearly 
as much harm as people 
feared.

President Obama prom-
ised last year to cut U.S. 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by about 26 per cent from 
the 2005 level by 2025. 
About half of that 26 per 
cent cut would have come 
in Trump’s first and may-
be only term (2017-20), so 
say 13 per cent. The U.S. 
accounts for 16 per cent 
of global emissions, so do 
the math: 13 per cent of 16 
per cent equals about two 

per cent of global emis-
sions.

That’s what would be at 
stake over the next four 
years if Trump’s presidency 
stopped all the anticipated 
reductions in greenhouse 
emissions that Obama 
based his promise on – but 
it won’t. A lot of those 
emission cuts are going to 
happen anyway, because 
they just make economic 
sense. At a guess, around 
half of them.

So how much dam-
age can Trump do to the 
global fight against climate 
change over the next four 
years? He can keep global 
emissions about one per 
cent higher than they 
would have been if the 
United States had kept its 
promise to the Paris confer-
ence. And that’s all.

Average weekly earnings of employees were $967 in January, little 
changed from December and up 1.8% from January 2016. Average 
weekly earnings in Ontario rose 2.2% to $986, with manufacturing, 
finance and insurance, as well as health care and social assistance 
contributing the most to the increase. Non-farm payroll employees 
worked an average of 32.7 hours per week in January, down from 
32.8 hours in both the previous month and 12 months earlier.

 » Canadian Journalists for Free Expression executive director Tom Hennefer in 
support of the No Free Press, No Freedom campaign

“Freedom of expression, freedom of the press, and the broader civil 
liberties enshrined in the Charter, are under threat. Here in Canada, 
journalists are being arrested, charged and spied on for reporting 
on issues of public interest. We need to push back now and we 
need to push back hard against these troubling trends.” 

 » From the Apr. 6, 2002 edition of The Observer

Police have busted a second indoor marijuana growing operation in 
Wellesley Township, this time at 60 Adelaide Street in Linwood. The 
Apr. 4 raid on the newer large bungalow on the quiet street netted 
more than 700 plants worth an estimated $760,000, said Staff Sgt. 
Ray Massicotte, head of the Waterloo Regional Police drug squad.

KANNON: As gap grows, the 
pushback will gain momentum
FROM | 9

gues Van Geyn. “Regular 
Ontarians have average 
weekly earnings of $963, 
or $50,000 per year. When 
more than 123,000 gov-
ernment employees are 
earning twice that on the 
taxpayer dime, making 
some cuts should be a no 
brainer.”   

If you work in the private 
sector, you’re making up to 
$9,000 less per year, and 
working up to six hours 
more each week, than 
someone doing the same 

job for the government, 
according to the Canadian 
Federation of Independent 
Business, pointing to a 
huge wage and benefits 
advantage for public sector 
workers over the rest of us.

When salaries, benefits 
and working hours are fac-
tored in, the average feder-
al, provincial or municipal 
employee makes 18-37 per 
cent more than someone 
doing the same job in a 
private business. All that 
sunshine is enough to 
make a few of us hot under 
the collar.



SPORTS | 11THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2017

SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Kings up 2-1 in Cherrey Cup 
finals heading into Game 4
Thanks to strong performances from its special teams, Elmira skated to wins in the fi rst two 
games before Listowel responded Tuesday night; action returns to Listowel on Friday night

LIZ BEVAN

GALEA |  12

OPEN
COUNTRY

Spring 
leads from 
one thing to 
a mudder

HISTORY BUFFS MIGHT 
RECALL that in the Second 
World War, General George 
S. Patton was nicknamed, 
“Old Blood and Guts.” 
Well, I’m pretty sure that 
had he been campaigning 
in Ontario in early spring, 
that name might have been 
changed to “Old Mud and 
Guts.”

Mud, after all is the one 
thing you can count on 
this time of year in the 
outdoors. And it does take 
a little bit of guts to negoti-
ate your way through the 
bush along trails that look 
like they could swallow a 
school bus.

As a short, 
relatively heavy 
outdoorsman, I 

have a particular 
disdain for mud. For 

good reason too; like all 
outdoorsmen, I have had 
muddy patches of trail 
steal the boots right off my 
feet or cement my feet in 
place until I could figure a 

way out, which generally 
involved a very undig-

nified front crawl. 
The good news 

is we have no 
true quicksand 
patches in most 

of Ontario. Here, you are 
more likely to sink into 
a mud patch for a finite 
depth which can be mathe-

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

HAVING DROPPED GAME 
3 Tuesday in Listowel, the 
Sugar Kings headed into 
Wednesday night’s game 
with a 2-1 series lead in the 
battle for the Cherrey Cup.

Playing on home ice and 
facing the prospect of go-
ing down 3-0, the Cyclones 
scored first and never 
trailed en route to a 4-2 vic-
tory Tuesday night.

Listowel’s Jakob Lee 
opened the scoring at 5:34. 
Elmira answered just two 
minutes later courtesy 
of a goal from Klayton 
Hoelscher, assisted by 
Matt Murray and Aus-
tin Ulett, to send the 
teams into the first 
intermission tied 1-1, 
but that was as close as 
it would get.

The Cyclones scored 
twice midway through 
the second frame before 
Dawson Shackelton scored 
an unassisted goal at 16:16. 
Listowel sealed their vic-
tory with the sole marker 
of the third at 18:39.

While special teams 
played a role in Elmira’s 
victories, the Kings failed 
to capitalize on four 
power play chances Apr. 4, 
though they did success-
fully kill all five of Listow-
el’s advantages.

Head coach Ty Canal 
says Game 3 was a depar-
ture from the first two in 
the series.

“We were on our heels a 
bit more than before, and 
I don’t know why, but we 
gave them more opportu-

nities and they were able 
to capitalize,” he said on 
Wednesday morning. “We 
weren’t able to get that 
continuous momentum 
that we would have liked.”

There was a glimmer of 
the game Canal wants to 
see from the Kings early 
in the first, but it wasn’t 
enough. 

“I thought we matched 
them alright in the first, 
and from there, we just 
couldn’t jump any momen-
tum and get the shifts we 
needed when we needed 
them,” he said. “There 
were spurts of it, there were 
some times we were play-
ing good hockey, they just 
need to be a little longer. I 
thought we put the puck to 

the net more often than 

Game 1 and 2, but I think 
we still need to do more of 
that. We are going in the 
right direction.”

The series started in 
Listowel’s barn, with an 
exciting 3-2 overtime win. 
All three Kings’ goals were 
scored on the power play, 
with everyone showing 
up to get the tick in the 
W column. 

“Five-on-five, 
Listowel didn’t give 
us a whole lot. We didn’t 
get any odd-man rushes 
or anything like that,” said 
head coach Ty Canal. “We 
were forced to get the puck 
down low and get shots 
from the corner or from the 

Elmira’s Andrew McIntyre battles for the puck against Listowel’s Chet Phillips on Apr. 2 at the WMC. The Kings won the game 3-2, but dropped 
the next to the ‘Clones 4-2. The Cherrey Cup series stood at 2-1 for Elmira heading into Wednesday night. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER] 

DAILY GRILLDAILY GRILL
The

Restaurant

615 Davenport Rd., Waterloo   |   519-886-4752   |   Hours: Mon. - Sat. 7am-9pm; Sun. 8am-8pm

GOOD FRIDAY
FISH  SPECIALS

Happy Easter from The Daily Grill

2 Piece 
Fish
$11.99

1 Piece 
Fish
$7.99

Family 
Pack 
$33.99 Pre-order your �ish today!

Ask about our other �ish specials
Sunday, April 16 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Monday, April 17 8a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Friday, April 14 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday, April 15 7 a.m - 8 p.m.

Easter Hours: 

KINGS |  14



12 | SPORTS THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, APRIL 6, 2017

matically defined as hb + 1, 
where hb equals the height 
of your rubber boots and 1 
is the depth exceeding it in 
inches.

Of course, there are some 
sick folks – I’m referring 
to ATV and dirt bike riders 
as well as Jeep enthusiasts 
who actually set off in 
search of mud. The rest of 
us, however, do our best to 
avoid it.

That, however, is impos-
sible. At best, you can walk 
around the dangerous 
patches.

What most outdoorsmen 
don’t realize, however, 
is that mud can also be 
your friend. For instance, 
if there is a muddy trail 
leading to your favourite 
fishing hole on a good trout 
creek you can use this to 
your advantage. Simply 
place an old fishing hat 
festooned with old fish-

ing flies in the middle of 
a particularly scary patch 
of mud. Leave one old rod 
there too.

The theory behind this 
is the next angler walking 
down the trail who hap-
pens upon this scene will 
naturally assume an un-
fortunate angler actually 
found the one over-the-
head deep patch of mud in 
the province and sank until 
all that was left showing 
was his hat and fishing rod.

The angler discovering 
this will naturally take 
the kind of prompt action 
we anglers are known for. 
That’s right, he’ll immedi-
ately check to see which fly 
was tied onto the leader of 
the fishing rod.

And here’s the genius 
part – you tie on a pheasant 
tail nymph in size 8 with 
a hot pink thorax to that 
leader, even though you 
know full well the brook 
trout on that stretch of wa-

ter prefer hot orange tho-
raxes and nothing larger 
than size 12! Or worms.

To cement the ruse, 
when you see an angler 
coming down that trail to 
the creek, you need to say 
something like, “Well, I 
thought you might be old 
John! He was supposed to 
meet me here and finally 
show me his killer fly! That 
guy always outfishes ev-
eryone on this creek with it 
but he never tells us what 

it is.”
After that you can enjoy 

a fun day of angling that in-
cludes you catching brook 
trout and the other angler 
feeling the simultaneous 
effects of guilt and getting 
skunked.

Clearly, this is not a 
technique you should brag 
too much about. But fish-
ing can be competitive 
and sometimes in spring 
with all the mud around, it 
doesn’t hurt to play dirty.

GALEA: When it comes to getting a leg up on other anglers, the ethical picture can get muddy
FROM | 11
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AFTER YEARS OF FUND-
RAISING and lobbying for a 
new community building, 
members of the Heidelberg 
Parks and Recreation Asso-
ciation are happy to see the 
project on Lobsinger Line is 
getting closer to completion. 

Scott Macgregor says he 
still can’t believe there is 
an end in sight.

“We have a building. 
It’s up. It happened. The 
people that have been on 
the committee in the past, 
and that are here now, have 
stayed true to their word,” 
said the rec. association 
member. “We did what 
we said we were going to 
do. There is a family that 
moved to Ottawa, and she 
was the president of the 
rec. committee a few years 
ago. They moved away, but 
she still asks how things 
are going. She put in her 
two or three years of try-
ing to make this happen. It 
wasn’t an easy thing to do, 
let me tell you.”

For the association, it is 
all about the community. 

“If there are any events 
that locals want to have at 

New Heidelberg rec. facility 
now nearing completion

LIZ BEVAN the park, there is a clean, 
fun enjoyable facility for 
them to be able to use,” 
said Macgregor. 

Right now, it has just 
come down to the final de-
tails and finishing touches 
inside the pavilion. 

“It is just painting and a 
bit of flooring, a couple of 
light bulbs, nothing crazy. 
I got to go in and do a tour 
and there were guys pour-
ing the step outside one 
of the front doors, and I 
haven’t seen if they have 
done the concrete for the 
shelter portion yet. It is 
odds and ends left to do. 
The little details,” he said.

Macgregor was given the 
opportunity to tour the 
inside of the new build-
ing and he says it is a big, 
big improvement on the 
condemned structure that 
used to be standing in the 
same spot. 

“It looks amazing. When 
you compare it to what was 
there, it looks like a palace. 
It is a very nice little space 
for the community. The 
square footage of the little 
hall that we have got, is 
ideal for what we need,” he 
shared. “The washrooms 

are nice – they aren’t fall-
ing in and there are no rac-
coons living in it. That is 
a good thing. There is the 
nice little kitchenette. It 
is warm - it doesn’t have a 
breeze going through. My 
impression was that it is 
pretty cool.”

Funded primarily 
through community do-
nations and the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation grant, 
the project has been in the 
works for the better part of 
a decade. 

And even the recreation 
association has gotten a 
new meeting space out of 
it. 

“It hasn’t sunk in yet. I 
think it will as soon as we 
have a meeting there, then 
I will let you know after 
it has sunk in,” said Mac-
gregor. “We are so used to 
meeting at the tavern that 
it will be nice that we have 
a little spot to meet. It is 
a byproduct of the whole 
thing.”

The association is plan-
ning a grand opening cer-
emony for all those who 
made the project happen. It 
is planned for sometime in 
the summer.

The Build a Better Booth campaign was successful for the Heidelberg Rec. Association, with a new facility now nearing the finishing stages. 
A grand opening ceremony is planned for the summer.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

HERICANES EARN THEMSELVES THE GOLD

The Twin Center Hericanes Peewee local league team was the gold medal winner at the KGLL Championship Day Apr. 1 at Activa Sportsplex. 
Front row: Emlyn McMillan, Ciara Roth, Kirsten Livingston, Ava Graham, Sonya Yusim, Reese Looser, Emily Roth, Annalise Peters. Back row: 
Kayla Foy, Macoda Pitsch, Emma Sommer, Alyssa Ratthe. [SUBMITTED]

ATOMS ARE LEAGUE CHAMPS

The Atom LL#1 squad went on to beat New Hamburg Mar. 25 at the St. Jacobs Arena to become champions of the Grand River Local League 
Atom B Division. Team members include: Ryan Lashbrook, Hunter Lance, Jack Hacock, Carson Duldhardt, Clyde Chico, Adam Short, Matthew 
Ramage, Benjamin Lipp, Evan McDowell, Brody Downs, Cruz Renon, Jakob Geimer, Carter Lipp, Beckett Wadel, Gavin Sager and Tanner 
Armstrong. Coaching staff are Jeff McDowell, Rob Sager, Kevin Duldhardt and Jennifer Lipp. [SUBMITTED]
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WITH SO MANY OPTIONS 
at Elmira District Second-
ary School, there’s not 
always enough players to 
field a team for each sport.

But this year, for the first 
time in five years, EDSS has 
its own boys’ soccer team.

Coach Sarah Hamilton 
said last week they were 
still nailing down the final 
team roster, prior to an 
exhibition game versus 
Bluevale Collegiate Insti-
tute at Bechtel Park in Wa-
terloo on Mar. 29.

She said it was a good 
opportunity for the boys to 
all get lots of playing time 
and practice their posi-
tions ahead of Waterloo 
County Secondary School 
Athletics Association 
competition, which begins 
next week.

“There’s a big group of 
Grade 10s that we’ve got 
who are pretty strong soc-
cer players and were really 
keen to have a boys’ soc-
cer team. They were ask-
ing about it and there’s a 
couple of older players who 
have been asking for the 
last few years,” Hamilton 
explained of how the team 
finally came to be this year.

This is her first year at 
EDSS and she has coached 
soccer teams at previous 
schools, so she was asked 
if she would head up the 
boys’ team.

She sees this as a big 
building year, if nothing 
else, since they haven’t 
had a soccer team here for 
awhile.

“It looks like we have a 
strong team starting out 
right now but we haven’t 
faced any competition yet, 
so it’s hard to see what we’ll 
be like in comparison to 
other teams,” she said.

One of her goals this year 
is to build up a program 
here that other boys com-

WITH THREE PLAYERS 
FROM Woolwich, the Wa-
terloo Wildfire U14AA rin-
gette team will be playing 
as Team Ontario at the 2017 
Eastern Canada Ringette 
Championships over the 
Easter weekend. 

Working with a 46-4-4 
record from the regular 
season, Woolwich’s Bri-
anna Jacobi, Rachel Bet-
tke, Maddy Camm and 
the Wildfire will be taking 
to the ice in Pierrefonds, 
Quebec after defeating host 
team Nepean at provincials 
last month. 

Waterloo ringette coach 
Carole Schwartz works 
with the team, and she says 
when the girls figured out 
they were going to the East-
ern Canada championship 
tournament, it was hard to 
believe at first. 

“It was a little surreal. 
For a lot of the players it 
has been a long time com-
ing. They have been so 
close for so many years, so 
the fact that these group 
of girls got together and 
had such a successful year, 
was great,” she said, add-
ing that the U14AA team is 
special. “They are a pretty 
creative team, which is re-
ally nice to see as they get 
older and they have that 
freedom to make their own 
plays out there on the ice, 

Woolwich 
players part
of Waterloo 
ringette squad 
headed to 
Eastern Canada 
championships

LIZ BEVAN and have fun. Sometimes 
competitive sports can be 
very structured and almost 
overwhelming, but they 
had a lovely mix of first 
and second year players 
and they just really came 
together.”

Before putting on their 
Team Ontario jerseys, the 
players had to make it 
through provincials, held 
in Nepean, Ont. this year, 
just outside of Ottawa.

“They played six round 
robin games, won five and 
tied one. Then they had 
the semi-finals where they 
won 3-2 and in the finals, 
they won 5-2 against Ne-
pean,” said Schwartz, while 
mentioning the team’s stel-
lar regular season record. 
“They actually had an 
amazing year. Their record 
was only four losses and 46 
regulation wins and four 
ties. They had a very strong 
regular season.”

Now, the team has less 
than two weeks until the 
big tournament. Their fo-
cus is on getting back into 
the groove of tying up their 
skates and winning games. 

“There isn’t a lot of ice 
time, and they are out of 
game mode, which should 
be interesting. It is a long 
time to wait, it is about 
four weeks to wait, until 
we head to Quebec for 

EDSS fields a boys’ soccer team 
for first time in five years

WHITNEY NEILSON

ing into high school will 
look forward to being part 
of.

Without access to the 
field, so far they’ve been 
working on their fitness.

“We’re doing a lot of con-
ditioning, we’ve got an-
other coach that’s helped 
us out and he’s kind of our 
conditioning coach. So 
we’re doing a lot of fitness 
stuff right now because we 
can only really work with 
gym space,” she said.

She hesitates to com-
ment on their strongest 

assets this early in the sea-
son, but says they look to 
be strong defensively.

“Based off the skill that 
we have, we have a lot of 
depth on our team with a 
lot of players that are very 
versatile, that could be 
moved around easily,” she 
said.

And the boys are eager to 
get started. She says they 
all just want to get their 
green jerseys on and get on 
the field.

“They seem like a lovely 
group of boys that are just 

very excited to have a team 
here and show everyone 
that Elmira can compete 
with them.”

Their first WCSSAA game 
is Apr. 13 against Preston 
High School. Game time is 
2 p.m. at RIM Park. They’ll 
play four more away games 
before they play in Elmira, 
due to the fields needing to 
be dry. Their Elmira games 
are May 2, and again on 
May 4 for their final two 
games of the season before 
the qualifying round for 
playoffs.

The EDSS boys’ soccer team got to test their skills with an exhibition game against Bluevale Collegiate Institute in Waterloo on Mar. 29. This 
is the first year in five years that EDSS has put together a team. The regular season gets rolling on Apr. 13. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

RINGETTE |  15

www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtrawww.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

       Your 
community
 delivered.

You can keep up with the community 
in print or online or on social media. 
You can support local journalism by
supporting our advertising partners.
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CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

2014 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING
Well equipped Town & Country model with class leading 3.6 liter 
Pentastar V6 engine with 6-speed automatic transmission,2nd 
and 3rd row stow-n-go seating, power liftgate, power side 
doors, rear back-up camera, power driver’s seat, rear air and 
much more. Finished in white. Has 95,500 kilometers.$19,995. 

154
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 CHRYSLER 200 LIMITED SEDAN
Limited edition with leather interior, heated seats, 
auto-start, power sunroof, 18 inch aluminum wheels 
and much more. Previous daily rental. Finished in white. 
Only 47,500 kilometers. $14,995.

115
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2011 JEEP COMPASS NORTH
Another one owner trade-in. Economical sport utility 
and nicely equipped with power sunroof, air condition-
ing, Uconnect voice command with Bluetooth, alloy 
wheels, cruise control, fog lights and more. Finished in 
silver. Only 91,500 kilometers. $11,995.

108
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.
SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

237
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2016 CHRYSLER 300C ALL-WHEEL DRIVE
Top-of-line Platinum Edition with all the extras including 
leather heated seats, panoranic sunroof, GPS-naviga-
tion, back-up camera, remote start, and much more. 
Previous daily rental. Finished in Ivory Tri-coat, has only 
20,900 kilometers. $34,995.

2012 CHRYSLER 300 AWD LIMITED SEDAN
All-wheel-drive to handle Canadian winters., V6 engine 
with 8 spd auto trans, leather heated seats, GPS 
navigation, back-up camera, remote start, bluetooth/U-
connect and much more. Finished in medium grey, only 
56,900kms. $22,995

205
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 RAM 1500 BIG HORN CREW 4X4
One owner trade-in. Big Horn package with bucket 
seats & center console, heated seats & heated steering 
wheel, remote start, 8.4 Uconnect with Bluetooth, rear 
back-up camera & more. 76,900 kms. Red. $31,995.

245
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$
8,995

+ HST

$

2009 DODGE AVENGER SXT SEDAN 
Nicely equipped with economical 4 cylinder engine , 
automatic transmission, air conditioning, power 
windows/locks/mirrors, cruise control, alloy wheels and 
more. Has only 119,700 kilometers. Finished in silver. $8,995.

277
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED 4X4
“Limited Package” well equipped with Navigation, 
heated leather seats, heated steering wheel ,power 
liftgate, rear back-up camera, power sunroof,20 inch 
wheel package and much more. Previous daily rental. 
Finished in white. Only 30,100 kilometers. $40,995.

2017 
RAM 

TRUCKS 

up to 72 month term O.A.C.

0%
FINANCE 
INTEREST 

VISIT US 
TODAY!

GREAT DEAL!

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Atom: LL
Mar. 25 vs New Hamburg
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Evan McDowell, Jack 
Hacock, Hunter Lance, Gavin 
Sager
Assists: Clyde Chico, Matthew 
Ramage, Carter Lipp, Jakob 
Geimer

WOOLWICH 
WILD

TOURNAMENTS

Bantam: B
The Hamilton Hawkey 
Tournament
Hamilton, Ont. Mar.31 to Apr. 2
Game 1 vs Troy
Home: 2  Visitor: 4
Goals: Charlise Roth, Megan 
Pickett
Assists: Zoe Reuter, Hannah 
Kieswetter, Delaney Jacklin
Game 2 vs Ilderton
Home: 1  Visitor: 3
Goals: Megan Pickett
Assists: Lexi Runstedler
Game 3 vs Haldimand
Home: 0  Visitor: 1

Peewee: BB
LLFHL Championship Weekend
Vaughn, Ont. Mar. 31 to Apr. 2
Game 1 vs Clearview
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Haylee Clemmer (2), 
Jane Hinsperger
Assists: Braelyn MacPherson, 

Tanis Uhrig, Haylee Clemmer
Game 2 vs Napanee
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Haylee Clemmer (3), 
Avery Leech
Assists: Tanis Uhrig, Jane 
Hinsperger
Game 3 vs Buffalo
Home: 3  Visitor: 3
Goals: Teesha Weber, Haylee 
Clemmer (2)
Assists: Paige Woods, Faith 
Katsube
Shutout: Mackenzie Koenig
Game 4 vs Belmont
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Haylee Clemmer, Chloe 
Hislop
Assists: Paige Woods
Shutout: Krista Bentley
Game 5 vs Belmont
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Carly Bauman
Assists: Jocelyn Pickard, 
Braelyn MacPherson
Shutout: Krista Bentley

TWIN CENTRE 
HERICANES

Peewee: LL
Apr. 1 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers
Home: 6  Visitor: 0
Goals: Kayla Foy (4), Emma 
Sommer (2)
Assists: Emlyn McMillan, Kayla 
Foy, Emma Sommer
Shutout: Kirsten Livingston

THE SCORE

point. Our power play was able to step it 
up there and get the goals we needed.”

The game didn’t get off to the best start 
for the Kings with the Cyclones potting the 
first goal of the night on Mar. 31. Listowel’s 
Holdyn Lansink scored on Jonathan Re-
inhart with help from Cullen Mercer and 
Max Coyle at 13:39.

The second period leaned the other 
way. Jeff Jordan sunk the puck on the 
power play less than two minutes into the 
second, assisted by Klayton Hoelscher 
and Jake Brown. Brown followed up with 
another power play marker at 14:21 from 
Ethan Skinner and Hoelscher. Listowel’s 
Lee tied it up with only a minute ten left in 
the second. 

The third period saw no scoring, and led 
to overtime. Jordan scored the game win-
ner, also on the power play, but it wouldn’t 
have been possible without Brown. Listow-
el had what looked like a breakaway before 
Brown chased them down, back checked 
and put a stop to the advance, getting the 
puck to Jordan. 

The final score was 3-2.
Game 2 told much the same story for 

the Kings. Listowel started the count with 
a marker from Jamie Huber, assisted by 
Coyle and Ben VanOoteghem close to the 
end of the first. 

Brown picked up all three goals for 
Elmira on Sunday afternoon, the first 
seven minutes into the second, tying up 
the game, assisted by Jacob Black and 
Jeremey Goodwin. He scored again, this 
time on the power play, from Goodwin and 
Jordan. 

Listowel was quick to tie up the game 
three minutes later with a goal from Riley 
Robertson, helped in by Blake Nichol and 

Caleb Warren.
Brown scored his third of the afternoon, 

making it a hat trick on the power play, 
assisted by Skinner. 

Canal says the team needs to build on 
that momentum, but still only take the 
series 20 minutes at a time. 

“We have been talking about it all year, 
and I know we can get it in four,” he said. 
“That is the mindset going into this. We 
have to hit the reset button and try to get 
in the mindset that it is a new game, and it 
is a new 20 minutes.”

Brown was the standout player for Ca-
nal so far this series, and the playoffs in 

general. He has 12 goals and 11 assists in 
12 playoff games. He has scored four so far 
this series. 

“It is good to see him like that. He has 
done this before, he has gone through it. 
He is a 20-year-old and that is what you 
like to see happen out of those guys, that 
have the experience. They want to win and 
they will do whatever they can to win,” 
said Canal. “They put that weight on their 
own shoulders, and it is great to see him 
come through that way. He is usually more 
of a set-up man for us, but it is nice to get 
those goals when we need them. When you 
get those opportunities, you need to capi-
talize on them when you are on the power 
play, and Jake is a guy who knows how to 
score goals. He has just got that touch to 
the back of the net. It is nice to see him 
break out like that for us.”

The rest of the team also showed up 
ready to fight for the Cherrey Cup this year. 

“On the other side of that, when you 
get those types of goals. Everyone settles 
back in and I thought we play a pretty 
good defensive game with all of our guys,” 
said Canal. “All of our lines were doing 
what was needed, blocking shots. Biles 
had a blocked shot for us, some of our D 
did, Shackelton had one off an ankle, so 
it is nice to see the guys stepping up to 
do whatever it takes to win at this time of 
year.”

Game 4 went Wednesday night in El-
mira, but results were not available before 
press time. 

Game 5 starts at 7:30 p.m. in Listowel on 
Apr. 7. If necessary Game 6 will be played 
at 7 p.m. on Apr. 9 at the Woolwich Memo-
rial Centre. If the series goes the distance, 
the final game is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. in 
Listowel on Apr. 10.

KINGS: In Elmira Wednesday, teams head to Listowel Friday for Game 5
FROM | 11

Elmira netminder Jon Reinhart looks to get a handle on the puck 
during game action Apr. 2 at the WMC. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Visit Martin’s:

FURNITURE & MATTRESS

PREVIOUSLY
Snider Brothers Furniture

19 Arthur St. S, Elmira      •      519 669  5077      •      CHERVINFURNITURE.CA

STOREWIDE CLEARANCE

Sofas · Loveseats · Chairs · 
Accent Furniture · Wall Art · Lamps

APRIL 6 - APRIL 22

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 5 PM   •   FRIDAY: 9 AM - 7 PM   •   SATURDAY: 9 AM - 5 PM

Easterns,” said Schwartz. 
“At this age group, the 
team does Easterns, but at 
U16AA they can make it to 
nationals, so this will be it 
for the rest of the year. It is 
just a great opportunity for 
them.”

But before practice 
comes the fun parts. The 
girls have just gotten their 
official Team Ontario gear. 

“They have their on-ice 
uniforms,  and they are just 
getting the rest of the stuff 
this week,” she said, add-
ing that none of this would 
have been possible without 
the generosity of busi-
nesses in Woolwich and 
in Waterloo. “There isn’t 
much sponsorship money 
in ringette, so they had to 
do a lot of fundraising for 
that stuff. But we actually 
just noticed they covered 
everything for us. They get 
to keep their bags and their 

jerseys. It is pretty awe-
some to get so much sup-
port, especially for a game 
that not everybody is fa-
miliar with, or follows. It is 
pretty great that they have 
recognized the team, play-
ing at the highest level.”

Despite little recogni-
tion from the sports world, 
Schwartz says there is a 
great community within 
the sport. 

“There aren’t a lot of 
ringette teams, so all the 
players know each other 
now. They have played to-
gether, against each other, 
at tournaments, and it is 
great to see the other play-
ers wish the girls luck. That 
is the side of ringette that 
is really nice, to see that 
support.”

The tournament starts 
on Apr. 13 and runs for 
three days. To follow the 
Waterloo Wildfire U14AA 
team, visit www.ontario-
ringette.com.

RINGETTE: Local girls finding 
an outlet to join in the game
FROM | 13

Woolwich’s Brianna Jacobi, Rachel Bettke, Maddy Camm are part of the winning Waterloo 
Wildfire team heading to Canada Easterns in Quebec next weekend.  [SUBMITTED]

The Waterloo Wildfire is heading to Pierrefonds, Quebec on Easter weekend to compete 
against eastern Canada’s best U14AA ringette teams.  [SUBMITTED]

We’re committed to delivering all things 
local, including sports. #localcoverage
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Oil Change* • Fluid top up
Tire change over** • 50 point inspection

Complete Brake & Suspension inspection

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT

1070 Industrial Cres., St. Clements
autofleetservices.ca

ivy@autofleetservices.ca
cyle@autofleetservices.ca

519-699-9496

SPRING is here!

Spring Maintenance
Service

**$45 dollars extra for tires that are not on rims.
*includes up to 5L of 5w20 or 5w30 oil- synthetics or other viscosity extra.

Offer valid from April 1 – May 31, 2017. 

$120120
+ tax

$120
starting at

It’s time to get your vehicle 
ready for spring with our

Monday—Thursday:  
7:30am-Midnight  

Friday: 7:30-5:30pm 
Saturday & Sunday: CLOSED  

20 Oriole Parkway East  
Elmira, ON N3B 0A5 

519-669-1082 
info@leroysautocare.net 
www.leroysautocare.net 

Spring is a perfect 
time for a vehicle 

inspection!
We want to help you 

make sure your vehicle 
is ready for summer 
road trips and other 

adventures. 

AUTOMOTIVE 
& INDUSTRIAL

PARTS & EQUIPMENT

SUPPLIERS OF
ELMIRA AUTO SUPPLIES

9 Mill Street, Elmira   519-669-5161   •   23 York St., Elora   519-846-5361

ELORA
auto supplies

Visit us for your
EMISSIONS TEST 
TODAY!

Keeping You
Going...

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519-669-7652

Division of 
Martin’s Small Engines

*An o�cial mark of the Province of Ontario used under licence

No appointment necessary.

We o�er complete service on all:

Visit us for your
EMISSIONS TEST

We o�er complete service on all:

Cars, SUV’s, 
Light Duty Trucks

Spring Car Care
With spring weather 
just around the corner,
make sure your car is 
ready for the season!

Great service is always in season 
from any of these local businesses!
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STOP IN FOR THE 
MICHELIN® DEFENDERTRTR M LTLTL XTXTX M M/STM.

ITS STRONGER ADVANCVANCV ED TREAD COMPOUND
HOLD UP TO TOUGHER CONDITIONS LONGER.*

TORQUED-UP
TOUGHNESS

DEFENDERTM LTXTM M/STM
MICHELIN®

OUNDS 
*
S 

® DefenderTM LTXTM M/STM tire versus MICHELIN® LTXTM M/STM2 tire using size LT265/70R17 121/118R tires. 
Actual on-road results may vary. © 2016 Michelin North America (Canada) Inc. All rights reserved.

$50

 

when you buy 4 Uniroyal ®  
passenger or light truck tires
FROM MARCH 24 TO MAY 21, 2017
See claim form for details.

Offer valid March 24 to May 21, 2017
See claim form or visit michelin.ca for details.

With the purchase of 4 MICHELIN®

PASSENGER OR LIGHT TRUCK TIRES.

MAIL-IN REBATE
WITH THE PURCHASE

OF 4 BFGOODRICH®

PASSENGER OR LIGHT TRUCK TIRES. 
See claim form or visit bfgoodrichtires.ca for details.

MAIL-IN REBATE

$70

$40
MAIL-IN REBATE

(1989) Ltd.

DOING IT RIGHT
SINCE 1933 We also offer complete lines 

of high quality tires such as

1370 KING ST N. St. Jacobs, ON thomantireservice.ca(519) 664-3412

Your COMPLETE
Car Repair Centre!

Ron & Rose Martin

Visit us for

Car 

Ron & Rose Martin

No Drip Undercoating, 
Maintenance, 

Tires, Brakes & 
All General RepairsDouble R

Automotive
2316 Floradale Road

Floradale, ON N0B 1V0

519-669-8818*An official mark of the 
Province of Ontario used 

under licence

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

30 ORIOLE PARKWAY, ELMIRA
Open 8:00 am - 6:00 pm Monday - Friday

519.669.4400

30 ORIOLE PARKWAY, ELMIRA

We service all makes and models 
of cars, vans and trucks.

LET US CHECK YOUR TIRES AND GIVE
        YOUR VEHICLE A SPRING TUNE UP.

Call for availability
519-579-3320

Valid Until April 28, 2017

1420 Victoria St. N. Unit 7,
Kitchener

with this coupon

www.houghtonrustcontrol.com

LESS DRIP OIL SPRAYING
$5 OFF (the advertised retail price) On Your Next Complete

$5 OFF

One coupon per spray. Not valid in 
conjunction with other offers.

Elmira Rust Check Centre

COMPLETE COLLISION SERVICE

 Ask About Our Multi-vehicle
Discounts!
 Ask About Our Multi-vehicle
Discounts!

Visit us today!

519-669-8330

After Hours 519-669-8917

Corner of Union St. & Oriole Pkwy. E.

Fax: 519-669-3210 • savageautobody@bellnet.ca

101 Bonnie Cr., Elmira  N3B 3G2

Discounts!Discounts!Discounts!Discounts!

 savageautobody@bellnet.ca

Discounts!Discounts!Discounts!Discounts!Discounts! Get an oil change

 Check all your fluid levels

 Replace your gas filter

 Check the belts

 Get your tires 
rotated and balanced

1

2

3

4

5

Top 5 spring car care tips
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VENTURE
OPPORTUNITIES / ROLLING WITH THE CHANGES

WASTE | 19
Provincial Waste Systems operates out of  the former Plein Disposal location in Elmira, offering residential and commercial waste collection. Paul Smith (far left) is the owner and operator. Dan 
Plein is one of the drivers, Brett Taylor is the manager of business development, and Adolph Plein was the owner of Plein Disposal. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

We all face it, but most of us 
avoid thinking about it: our 

final preparations.
If you plan now, you can save 
money, reduce your taxes and 

protect your estate. 
Most importantly you 

can ease the stress and 
confusion on your family 

during a difficult time.

Make arrangements between
April 1st - April 30 and

save the HST.

Plan Ahead and
Save the HST

Contact us today for more information:
Phone: (519) 656-2880

Fax: (519) 656-2882
Email: chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com

www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com

Computer/Laptop/iPad Service: WE FIX ALL BRANDS

Apple
iPADs

$14999
from

Windows
LAPTOPS
$14999

from

Apple
MacBooks
$59999

from

HP Wireless
PRINTERS

$9999
from

LCD
MONITORS

$3999
from

Windows
DESKTOPS
$14999

from

IT’S ALL ABOUT KEEPING 
it local for Paul Smith.

The owner of Provincial 
Waste Systems in Elmira 
welcomed the opportunity 
to open his own waste col-
lection company this year 
with the support of Plein 
Disposal’s Adolph Plein, 
who retired and wound 
down the business.

He’s even in the same lo-
cation, though the scope of 
the business changed when 
the Region of Waterloo 
went with two new contrac-
tors in its latest curbside 
collection contract.

Smith has worked in the 
industry since 1983, previ-
ously in Waterloo. He says 
Plein contacted him in 2012 
because he was looking for 
someone to take over the 
business, keep it in Elmira 
and continue to support 
the local community, rath-
er than sell out to the large 
corporations.

After much discussion, 
Smith decided to come 
to Plein Disposal in 2013, 
which allowed him to learn 
about rural residential col-
lection.

A local solution for dealing with local waste
With Provincial Waste Systems, Paul Smith gets to focus on the upside of being a small business operator

WHITNEY NEILSON He says he enjoyed the 
small-town atmosphere 
so much that he sold his 
house of 28 years in Kitch-
ener and moved to Cones-
togo, where he now resides.

They knew the region’s 
residential contract was 
coming up for rebid last 
year, and when the region 
chose a different bidder 
over Plein, he asked Smith 
what he was going to do. 
Smith said he had a year to 
figure it out.

“That year went by pret-
ty quickly and I had some 
conversations with some 
people that are obviously 
in the background sup-
porting me. And I’m happy 
to say they’re all local 
people here in Elmira. But 
I could have gone back to 
the corporate world. Both 
companies that took over 
for Waste Management and 
Plein both spoke to me on 
recommendations of the 
Region of Waterloo to take 
over, and possibly come 
and work for them, run 
their residential programs,” 
Smith said.

But he says that wasn’t 
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519-669-3030 | info@footfoundation.ca | www.footfoundation.ca

Elmira, ON
11 Church St. E,

Want to Maintain Good Feet?

Custom Footwear • Custom Orthotics • Major Footwear Alterations 
Standard Orthopedic Footwear Sales • General Repairs

We are at your service to act on the issues. 
      ALL work done in house in a timely manner.

Sore Feet?  Shoes don’t fit?

the reason he left to just 
go back into the corporate 
world. So he looked into 
what it would take for him 
to open his own waste 
management company.

He says he asked Plein if 
in his experience there was 
an appetite in Woolwich 
Township from the small 
business owners to sup-
port local, because if there 
wasn’t it would be hard to 
compete with the large, na-
tional waste management 
companies.

Plein indicated there 
was, and by Jan. 2 of this 
year Smith had a sales-
man on the road. He says 
since then he’s been over-
whelmed by the support.

 “I had enough work by 
the middle of February 
for two drivers. And come 
the first of March when we 
were getting ready to shut 
down in the last week of 
operation for the region 
contract we had a bunch 
of work come in because 
the region opened up a 
door with an opportunity 
because they decided on 
this next residential con-
tract to, as you know, go to 
biweekly garbage collec-
tion, which is fine. They 
also decided to eliminate 
a lot of businesses within 
the region that were used 
to getting curbside pickup 
on the residential contract 
that they’re no longer get-
ting, and they also decided 
to eliminate several multi-
unit complexes of more 
than six units. They told 
those people they’ll have 
to go and get their own 
service.”

Because of that he was 
able to hire a third driver to 
keep up with the demand.

They cover Woolwich, 
Wellesley, and Wilmot 
townships, as well as the 
cities.

“I never plan on being 
the biggest, but I do plan 
on being the best,” Smith 
said.

The bins he rents out 
aren’t just for corporate 
and residential garbage 
though. They can also be 
rented for cleanup proj-

ects, for example, if you’re 
cleaning out your garage. 
Or they can be rented 
for garbage collection on 
farms, which he says he’s 
seen steady interest in.

Even some of his bins 
are made locally by a Men-
nonite man. A friend of 
Smith’s asked for his card 
which he passed on to a 
man who makes large gar-
bage containers, but he had 
never made a front-end 
container, like the ones 
Smith uses.

They discussed what 
Smith would like the con-
tainers to look like and he 
drew it up. Within a week 
the first one was created. 
He’s since made 62 of them 
for Smith.

“When we all help each 
other, everything works out 
twofold,”  Smith said.

He was also particular 
about what his trucks 
would look like, wanting 
his front end truck to stand 
out in a crowd. He noticed 
empty space on the side 
and back of the truck. 

So what he’s done is on 
the very back of the truck 
for those businesses who 
are interested, at no cost, to 
show his support to people 
who are doing business 
with them, he’s been add-
ing those company logos to 
the truck. All they have to 
do is send a PDF version of 
their logo to him.

He notes Adolph Plein, 
Plein Disposal’s owner, 
still frequents the office – 
still in the same location 
– which Smith encour-
ages. Smith refused to 
take Plein’s office, instead 
telling him he was always 
welcome to come in and 
use his office as he wished 
because of all the responsi-
bility Plein gave him when 
he was working for him 
and because Smith under-
stands the importance of 
keeping a routine, even in 
retirement. 

Smith notes Plein typi-
cally comes in for a few 
hours most days during 
the week and he was even 
there when Smith popped 
into the office after the El-
mira Maple Syrup Festival 
on Saturday.

THE REGION OF WATER-
LOO International Airport 
is looking to fill the gaps 
in air service for local pas-
sengers, and expand under 
their newly completed air-
port master plan. 

Despite the airport los-
ing  two air carriers in the 
last year, American Airlines 
and Nolinor, and continu-
ing to hemorrhage money, 
the region is moving ahead 
with the 2017 master plan 
process, outlining future 
opportunities for expan-
sion for the regional flight 
hub. 

Released on Mar. 31, the 
master plan outlines differ-
ent milestones predicted 
for growth, cost of future 
expansions, funding plans 
and marketing targets. 

Rod Regier, commis-
sioner of planning, devel-
opment and legislative 
services for the Region of 
Waterloo outlined the re-
gion’s thinking behind the 
new plan. 

WASTE: Sourcing local supplies 
as part of the new venture
FROM | 18

Region unveils new master plan 
for future of airport in Breslau

LIZ BEVAN “Our region is continu-
ing to grow and our busi-
ness community and our 
travelling public all have 
been asking for increased 
air service. We know that 
this region within 35 km of 
the airport generates about 
2.5 million passengers per 
year, of which, last year, we 
served about 127,000, so we 
know that our communities 
are travelling,” he said of 
the untapped market sur-
rounding the airport. “They 
want to have access to more 
destinations and they will 
drive to other airports, but 
the simple fact that we at 
YKF have an opportunity to 
serve our community much 
better if we can pull to-
gether the business devel-
opment side and the capital 
structure to do that.”

Chris Wood, general 
manager of the Region of 
Waterloo International Air-
port, says the days of “build 
it and they will come” are 
behind us. 

“Regional council tasked 
us with a ‘just in time’ plan-

ning and growth strategy, 
so we are really going to 
look at doing some plan-
ning and moving on when 
we hit certain levels of pas-
senger numbers to make 
those investments in the 
airport, to capture some of 
that opportunity. It is all 
based on passenger num-
bers and it is really around 
the terminal building,” he 
said. “The airport that is 
currently built, the run-
ways can support way more 
passenger traffic than we 
currently have and more 
than what this plan con-
templates.”

The plans for expansion 
include runways, but ac-
cording to Wood, are fo-
cused on the terminal and 
passenger capacity. 

“The stages of develop-
ment are implemented 
when criteria are met,” he 
said. 

The first order of busi-
ness should regional coun-
cil approve the master plan 
on Apr. 12, is the planning 
stage, which includes stud-

ies on capacity expansion, 
investigating funding part-
nerships, conceptual de-
signs for a terminal expan-
sion to 500,000 passengers 
per year and to look closely 
at a connection to the fu-
ture Breslau GO station. 
Stage I is expected to cost 
the region $1,692,800. 

Should passenger num-
bers reach 250,000 from to-
day’s 127,000, that is when 
runway expansions would 
be implemented, and con-
struction on an expanded 
terminal would begin, cost-
ing the region an estimated 
$37 million.

In Stage III, if or when the 
airport reaches half a mil-
lion annual passengers, the 
plan would be to start con-
struction on Shantz Station 
Road, expand the runway 
to the road, and construct 
a new terminal building for 
a million passengers, and 
design a terminal building 
for two million passengers. 
Stage III is estimated to cost 
the region $58.6 million in 
today’s dollars. 

Rod Regier, the commissioner of planning, development and legislative services for Waterloo Region, explains the finer points of the newly completed master plan for the Region of Waterloo 
International Airport during a meeting Mar. 31 in Breslau. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

Bluegrass music is analog in a digital world
Slocan Ramblers, who play at the Registry Theatre Friday night, see plenty of new converts coming to the genre

LIZ BEVAN

Putting a youthful 
spin on bluegrass music, 
the Slocan Ramblers are 
taking the stage Friday 
night at the Registry The-
atre in Kitchener. 

Adrian Gross plays man-
dolin for the Ramblers, and 
says there are new audienc-
es for the traditional style 
of music they play. 

“It depends on where you 
are. There is definitely that 
older bluegrass crowd for 
sure, and they are big sup-
porters of the band, which 
is great to see, but there is 
also a pretty big younger 
crowd,” he said. “There are 
a lot of young bluegrass 
fans, a lot of young blue-
grass players and there is 
a real community around 
the music, with a few other 
similar styles in there. We 
are all cut from the same 
cloth in a way. In Toronto, 
we have experienced that 
multi-generational scene, 
which is great.”

Made up of Frank Evans 
on banjo, Gross on man-
dolin, Darryl Poulsen on 
guitar and Alastair White-
head on bass, the band 
released their debut album, 
Coffee Creek, in 2015, and 
has won a couple of awards 
for their sound, including 
the Emerging Artist Award 
at Edmonton Folk Fest in 
2015. They were also nomi-
nated for Traditional Al-
bum of the Year at the Ca-
nadian Folk Music Awards 
last year. 

Gross says they can’t 
wait to share their music 
with Kitchener-Waterloo 
audiences after a sold-out 
show at the River Run Cen-
tre in Guelph at the end of 
March.

“It is a high energy show, 
and we are working on a 
lot of new material, trying 
it out on live audiences, so 
it is always cool to see how 
they react. I think people 
have a good time. We try 
to keep it all high energy,” 
he said. “There are defi-
nitely dips and variety in 
the show. When you play 
one dynamic for the whole 
show it can get boring, so 
we make sure to switch it 
up a little bit. Hopefully 
there will be a good arc to 
the show.”

He says bluegrass music 
has a special kind of ap-
peal, especially for music 

fans that haven’t delved 
into the genre before. There 
is something different 
about live bluegrass music. 

“It is actually interesting, 
even if the audience mem-
bers may not have been 
a bluegrass fan before,  I 
think they will find some-
thing unique at our shows,” 
he shared. “I find bluegrass 
gets this visceral, immedi-
ate and emotional response 
from people. I think most 
art and culture and music 
you get today, has gone 
through some kind of fil-
ter or processing – adding 
something that wasn’t hu-
man to make that music or 

that art happen, whether 
it is CGI in a film or auto 
tune on a record, I think 
there is almost nothing we 
take in these days that goes 
directly from one human to 
another. I think that what 
we are doing, it is just a 
bunch of musicians play-
ing acoustic instruments, 
right into the microphone. 
It goes right into the audi-
ence. There is no filtering, 
and none of the effects you 
see in commercial music 
that is pervasive these days. 
That kind of immediacy, 
simplicity and directness 
makes it refreshing.”

Their name has a bit of 

history attached to it, but 
was decided on in a pinch 
before one of their early 
shows. 

“Slocan Rambler is ac-
tually an old abandoned 
silver mine in the interior 
of British Columbia and 
our bass player, he is from 
Newfoundland, but he 
spent all of his summers 
in the Slocan,” explained 
Gross. “So we had a gig 
coming up one day, really 
before we existed as a band 
and we needed a name 
like five minutes before 
we were supposed to go on 
stage. He had been reading 
about the history of the re-

Toronto-based bluegrass band, the Slocan Ramblers, will be visiting the Registry Theatre this weekend, sharing their brand of bluegrass music. From left to right, Alastair Whitehead on bass, Adrian Gross on mandolin, Frank Evans on 
banjo and Darryl Poulson on guitar. [SUBMITTED]

gion and he was reading all 
about this silver boom and 
this rush to get access to 
the interior that was really 
interesting and traumatic. 
There was this old mine 
that he used to go hiking in 
called the Slocan Rambler 
and we thought that was 
just a cool name. So we just 
said, ‘okay, we will be the 
Slocan Ramblers tonight,’ 
and it just stuck.”

The Slocan Ramblers 
take the stage at the Regis-
try Theatre Apr. 7 at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $27 and can be 
purchased online at www.
registrytheatre.com or by 
calling 519-578-1570.

Peter Hendershot
Broker

Experience Matters

KW Vision Realty, Brokerage 519-500-4696

GetPeter.ca
Real Estate Broker

In this market

If you or anybody you know are thinking of Buying, Selling 
or Investing in Real Estate I’d love to talk with you.
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HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

HELP NEEDED FOR outside 
spring clean up flower beds, 
mulching etc. at Elmira 
residence as needed. Call 
519-669-5330.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

VACANCY
 CAMEO COURT APARTMENTS

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA

Rare Premium Downtown Elmira, 
spacious single Bedroom open-layout  
Apartment AVAILABLE in newer (2012) 
Apartment Building complete with 
Elevator, Main floor Common Room, 
individual Central Heating / Air 
Conditioning in each Apt., as well as 5 
appliances (washer/dryer in each Apt.)

CONTACT:
(519) 525-2222 or (519) 505-3456
OR:      evans@hurontel.on.ca

WORK WANTED

2 MEN AND a Trailer demoli-
tion, junk removal, garage 
clean up - yard work, down-
sizing/moving, odd jobs. 
Free estimates, fair prices. 
For the things you can’t or 
don’t have time to do call 
Gary 519-577-1750.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

FOR SALE

BLUEBIRD NESTING BOXES. 
Hand made out of old barn 
boards. Call 519-698-2059.

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. 519-635-
8737.

TRACTOR - 1947B Allis-
Chalmers, 35 hp, excellent 
running motor and tires. 
Weiler at 519-648-2411 or 
519-502-3147. Asking $1800.

AUCTIONS

WED. APRIL 12 at 5:00 
PM - Farm toy auction of 
approx 300 farm toys; 
tractor trailers; precision; 
banks; machinery; lit-
erature; and much more to 
be held at the St. Jacob’s 
Community Centre in St. 
Jacob’s for area collec-
tors. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
www.jantziauctions.com 
519 656 3555

HELP WANTED AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Riding 
lawn mower, household 
effects and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 7262 - 
3rd Line of Mapleton Twp. (1 
Mile north of Wallenstein or 
4 miles west of Elmira) for 
Clayton and Alice Metzger, 
on Saturday, April 15th @ 
11:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
519-699-4451. 

SAT. APRIL 15 at 10:00 AM 
-Clearing auction sale of 
quality furniture; household 
effects; tools; collectables; 
and miscellaneous items 
to be held at 560 Hallmark 
Drive in Waterloo for Alex 
and Marlene Redekopp. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
www.jantziauctions.com 
519 656 3555.

SAT. APRIL 15 at 10:00 
AM - Clearing auction 
sale of quality furniture; 
household effects; tools; 
collectables; and miscel-
laneous items to be held 
at 560 Hallmark Drive in 
Waterloo for Alex and 
Marlene Redekopp. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. APRIL 19 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; tools; antiques; 
collectables; household 
effects and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre 
for an area estate with addi-
tions. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
www.jantziauctions.com 
519 656 3555

AUCTION SALE OF Fork lift, 
machinery, tools, feed, 
antiques and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 1346 
Three Bridges Rd. I mile 
west of St. Jacobs (take 
Henry St. west to “T” inter-
section then turn south), 
for Cleason B. Martin, on 
Thursday, April 20th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
519-699-4451. 

AUCTION SALE OF Household 
goods, antiques, tools and 
miscellaneous items, to 
be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, 
on Friday, April 21st @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451. 

CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 22

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

3 Industrial Drive
Elmira, ON N3B 2S1
sales@eldalemachine.com

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Eldale Machine and Tool is a manufacturer for the agricultural 
industry and is presently looking for an individual to operate 
pieces of equipment within our facility. 

As an equipment operator, your responsibilities will include 
the setup and operation of various pieces of equipment as 
required. Duties may also include general labour and 
assembly jobs. The applicant must be able to ensure 
conformance to specifications by using precision gauges and 
measurement instruments and will be required to follow 
quality control practices in an ISO environment. This position 
requires a motivated self-starter who is capable of working 
with minimal supervision.

Experience in a manufacturing environment is certainly an 
asset but we are willing to train the right individual

SHIPPER / RECEIVER
Eldale Machine and Tool is a manufacturer for the agricultural 
industry and is presently looking for an individual to work in 
our shipping/receiving department. 

 Reporting directly to the Shipping Receiving Supervisor, the 
successful candidate will possess strong written and verbal 
skills and have basic computer knowledge. Duties include 
operating forklifts, packaging products for shipment, loading 
and unloading trucks and trailers and inspecting incoming 
and outgoing goods. Other duties will be assigned as needed. 

Experience with shipping and receiving in a 
manufacturing environment is certainly an asset but we 

are willing to train the right individual

TO APPLY TO EITHER OF THESE POSTINGS 
PLEASE SEND YOUR RESUME TO:

3 Industrial Drive
Elmira, ON N3B 2S1
sales@baumanmfg.com

DRAFTSPERSON / 
MECHANICAL DESIGNER

Bauman Manufacturing designs and builds products for the 
agricultural and horticultural industries. We presently have an 
opening for a Draftsperson/Mechanical Designer to support 
our sales and production departments. This person will aid in 
the design of new and existing productsas well as develop 
and prepare design sketches and complete documentation 
packages. This position will also require producing and 
designing regular shop drawings, assisting with special 
projects and shop floor fixtures.

The applicant should be experienced and proficient in 
Solidworks, should have excellent written and communica-
tion skills and be able to work in a team environment.

Experience in a manufacturing facility, machine shop 
or fabrication shop is an asset.

PLEASE FORWARD RESUME TO: 

AZ DRIVERS PART-TIME

Forward resumé to:
 PFI Farms Inc.
 1580 Listowel Rd.,
 Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z3
 Fax: 519-669-4363
 Email:

PFI Feeds requires a dependable part-time driver to deliver 
feed to farms within 70 miles of Elmira.  Approx. 20 – 30 
hours per week. Must be available to work flexible hours if 
needed. Some weekend/holiday work required.
Possess a valid class AZ license with a clean driver abstract. 
Pneumatic unloading experience would be a definite asset.

MILL OPERATOR FULL-TIME

Forward resumé to:
 PFI Farms Inc.
 1580 Listowel Rd.,
 Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z3
 Fax: 519-669-4363
 Email:

PFI Inc. requires a self-motivated individual for a full-time 
position making livestock feed. This position includes mixing 
and pelleting of feed with accurate record keeping. Some 
experience would be an asset but willing to train. Must be 
flexible for shift work, with some overtime and weekends if 
required. Competitive wages and benefits are provided.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

AZ DRIVER WANTED – AFTERNOON SHIFT
We are looking for a Full Time Driver to join our team working on the afternoon 
shift (3:00 pm to 2:00 am). The schedule is on a two week rotation working 
4 days per week (no Saturdays). Deliveries are throughout Ontario but you 
return home daily. Applicants must have a clean abstract, a strong customer 
service attitude and a willingness to load and deliver feed accurately and 
safely. The successful candidate will have 2 years driving experience with an 
AZ license. Attention to detail and good record keeping is important.

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, and thank all 
applicants in advance. Accommodations are available during 

all stages of the recruitment process.

This position pays $23.00 per hour plus shift premium and full benefits. To 
apply, drop off your resume along with a copy of your driver’s abstract at our 
Wallenstein office or send it via email to recruiting@wfs.ca. Please respond no 
later than April 21, 2017.

FARM FOR SALE 
BY TENDER

Located on Line 80 Perth East Twp
No Agents – By Appointment Only

Call Peter Dumart to View the Property
Cell – 1-519-501-8864  |  peterdumart@jfm.ca

Approx 75 acres – 55 workable, balance is black 
loam and buildings.
2 Barns – #1 Beef Barn – 70’ x 100‘ with 2 attached 
additions (34’x45’ and 45’x45’) Loafing pens for 125 
feeder cattle and 7 horse stalls Upper level has 
penning for 50 sows w/gravity feed bin. 2 Silos.
#2 Farrow to Wean – 30’ x 130‘ w/adjoining hoper 
bottom feed bins (5 & 10 ton) Concrete liquid manure 
holding tank. Automatic feed and ventilation systems. 
Steel, concrete & plastic pennin (dry stalls, farrow-
ing crates and breeding pens (250 sow capacity).
Out Building 50’x90’ implement shed w/lined and 
insulated workshop.
Small Greenhouse with hot water heating.
Small Garden Shed with adjoining shed used as 
engine room currently housing 2 diesel gensets.
House (Approx 1 acres) 2 storey, 6 bedroom frame 
(vinyl siding), lge. kit, bathroom, washroom, 
walk/up attic, & attached woodshed. Hot water, 
w/stove and forced oil heat. Well & septic in 2002.

View by Appointment Only. Reserved Bid.

ALL TENDERS TO BE RECEIVED BY 3 P.M. ON 
THE 8TH DAY OF MAY 2017 AT THE OFFICE OF

WATERS, HASTINGS & GRAINGER 
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

21 ARTHUR STREET, SOUTH
ELMIRA, ONTARIO N3B 2M4

PHONE 519-669-1641  |  FAX 519-669-1944
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Internet and Telephone Voting for 
the 2018 Municipal Election

Take Notice that Council will be considering a staff report at the 
Committee of the Whole meeting on April 11, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. to 
implement internet and telephone voting as the only available voting 
methods for the 2018 Municipal Election. This recommendation is 
being made based on:

• Accessibility – whether an elector is away on personal travel, suffering from an 
illness, working days or nights, has a disability or difficulty travelling, they may 
cast their ballot from anywhere with an internet connection or telephone;

• Convenience – electors may cast their ballot from anywhere using a computer, 
smart phone, tablet or touchtone telephone, 24 hours a day throughout the voting 
period; 

• Environmentally Friendly – voters will no longer need to get in their cars and 
travel to polling locations, reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Additionally, the 
Township will no longer require the printing and subsequent shredding of paper 
ballots, including all the unused ballots; 

• Fast, Reliable and Secure – internet and telephone voting has been successfully 
implemented in Ontario municipalities for over ten years and continues to grow in 
popularity each municipal election.

• Cost – while many municipalities implement internet and telephone voting and 
continue to provide the option of traditional paper ballots at polls on Election Day, staff 
does not believe that this can be done in addition to internet and telephone voting within 
budget. Internet and telephone voting, without the option of paper ballots, provides 
an opportunity to conduct the election with significantly increased convenience and 
accessibility to the electors at a comparable, if not more efficient, cost.

Internet voting has been available to municipalities for more than 10 years and allows 
the elector to access the voting process from anywhere in the world, 24 hours a day, for as 
long as the voting period is open. Telephone voting is similar to internet voting; however, 
electors access the system by phone. Telephone voting is comparable to telephone banking 
and provides an alternative for any electors that do not have access to a computer and/or 
the internet. Telephone voting is not compatible with rotary phones. 

For any comments or questions about this initiative please contact Julie Forth, Deputy 
Clerk at 519-669-6010 or jforth@woolwich.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE

of Farm Machinery, Farm Support 
Items, Shop Tools, Lawn and 

Garden Equipment
Sale to be held at #7213 Line 86 Wallenstein 

approx. 6 km west of Elmira

SATURDAY, APRIL 22 10:00 A.M. 
Van: 1996 Ford Winstar Mini Van 80,000 km, excellent 
condition. 
Equipment: 16 run iH seed drill w dry fertilizer and 
grass, NH 352 Mixmill w loading auger, Kuernland big 
bale chopper, 12’ tire packer, 20’ steel rack round bale 
wagon on double reach truck tire gear, 790 NH Harvestor 
w p/u head, 14’ one way disc all new bearings, 18’ S tine 
high clearance cultivator, JD 4 furrow plow w spring reset, 
353 Kuhn disc bine centre pivot 2 pt hitch 12’ cut field 
ready, Gehl 1065 Harvestor w p/u and 2 row corn head 
(nice), 30’ steel rack round bale wagon on double reach 
truck tire gear, 24’ steel mesh top round bale wagon on 
double reach tandem gear, 1018SE Dion forage wagon 
on tandem gear, 1016SE Dion forage wagon on tandem 
gear, 3 NH forage wagons, 3 pth cement mixer, shaver 3 
pth stump grinder, Hesston harvester w p/u and 2 row 
corn head steel Gerber seed tote, industrial shelving, 
quantity of 8’ cedar fence posts, coats tire changer, 8” 
x 51’ Farm King grain auger, 24’ S tine high clearance 
cultivator, Model 5500 ventablend TMR Mixer w Hon-
da electric start engine, 18’ transport sprocket packer, 
Oswalt 250 TMR mixer on wheels w electronic scales in 
excellent condition. 
Lawn and Garden: Good selection of riding mowers, self 
propelled and push mowers, front and reart tine tillers, chain-
saws, string trimmers, tow along week sprayers and more. 

DOUBLE RING 
CONSIGNMENT 
 AUCTION 

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Office: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website:  
www.bowmanauctions.ca 

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION SALE
560 Hallmark Drive in Waterloo (off 

Davenport) for Alex and Marlene Redekopp 
on:

SATURDAY APRIL 15 AT 10:00 AM
CONSISTING OF: high end, top of the 
line, quality, name brand furniture including: 
dining room suite (table, 6 chairs, china 
cabinet); oak roll top desk; pine flat to the wall 
cupboard; 6 matching oak chairs; 4 matching 
pine arm chairs; hall stand with mirror; pine 
side table; 2 single beds; loveseat; arm chairs; 
sofa bed; wicker side table; desk; walnut tea 
wagon; newer couch; glass top table; 2 wall 
scones with pots; couch; 2 living room chairs; 
lazy boy; dehumidifier; sewing machine 
table; drop leaf coffee table; 8 drawer chest; 
lateral file cabinet; office chair; desk; white 
book shelves; room divider made in India; 
bar fridge; Hauser patio table and 2 chairs; 
glass top table and 4 chairs; 2 patio chairs; 
plant stand; mirrors; variety of heavy duty 
wicker from Bangladesh including wicker 
tables, side tables, book shelves, ottoman, 
etc; area rugs and runners; BBQ; quality 
luggage; childs car seat; variety of glass 
and china; Lladros figurines; African statues; 
other African miscellaneous; 12 place dinner 
set; stemware; large Ikea storage cupboard; 
wing back chair; couch; mirrors; and other 
quality items.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: Quantom 
self propelled lawn mower; electric lawn 
mower; electric weed trimmer; cordless 
hedge trimmer; aluminum extension 
ladder; aluminum step ladder; variety of 
hand; power; and lawn and garden tools; 
Weedeater blower/vacuum. 
NOTE: an exceptional well kept, clean 
quality furniture auction. Be on time as there 
is few small items. Cash, debit, for cheque.

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of

Riding lawn mower, household effects and 
miscellaneous items, to be held at 7262 – 

3rd Line of Mapleton Twp. (1 
Mile north of Wallenstein or 4 miles west of 

Elmira) for Clayton and Alice Metzger, on

SATURDAY, APRIL 15TH @ 11:00 A.M.

MISC. ITEMS: Cub Cadet i1050 riding 
lawn mower, zero turn, Kohler 25hp V-twin, 
225 hrs, like new! Yard Machines 330 front 
tine tiller, 5hp, 24in. – excellent. Stihl FS45 
& FS75 gas trimmers. Pull type lawn roller 
– good. Estate type trailer. Poulan Pro 18in. 
chain saw – new. Simoniz 1800 psi pressure 
washer, used 3 times. Charcoal barbeque. 
Plastic rain barrel. Hand, power & garden 
tools. Featherlite step ladder. 2 wheel moving 
carts. Child’s rubber tire wagon with racks. 
Tool boxes. Picnic table. Lawn swing with 
canopy. Small greenhouse type stand. Snow 
fence & stakes, etc. 
HOUSEHOLD: 22 cubic freezer. 2 reclining 
upholstered chairs. Sofa & love seat. Ext. 
table with leaf. Storage cabinet. Halex air 
hockey game. Wooden stacking & folding 
chairs. Ferns stands. Quilt stands. Games & 
toys. Books. 4 – 1/16 scale farm toys. Partial 
set of Rose pattered china. Set of Correlle. 
Odd china & glass, etc. 
NOTE – Be on time, few small items. See 
www.auctionsfind.com/gerber for photos. 
Lunch booth. Proprietors and auctioneers 
not responsible for accidents day of sale. 
Terms – Cash or cheque with I.D.

AUCTION
Turf - Municipal

Sat April 8th 9:00 am

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

to be held at

41st Annual Spring Vehicle, Turf & Landscaping Auction

2005 Freightliner FL50 RV Tractor 3 - 05/11 Chev Silverado Pickups
2008 IHC 4300 Diesel SA Stake 2009 Dodge 2500 Sprinter Diesel Van
2006 GMC 5500 Diesel Dump 2 - 2008 Ford F250XL 4x4 P/lJ’s
2001 ISUZU NPR Street Sweeper 2008 Ford F250XL Ext P/U
98 IHC 4700 c/w 45’ Bucket 3 - 05/06 GMC 2500HD 4x4’s & Plows
96 GMC 8500 SA Dump 2 - 05/07 Dodge RAM Quad 4x4 P/lJ’s
81 IHC s 1900 c/w Tree Spade 2006 GMC Savana 2500 Cargo

2005 Ford F650 Crew (Cat/Allison) c/w Dual TA Equipment Float
2015 Starcraft Pontoon Boat, 40 HP Mercury & Trailer

Hydro Seeder * Z-Turn Mower * 6+ HD Landscape Trailers * Large Brine Tanks
Post Hole Augers* Stihl Backpack Blowers * JD 1445 Diesel Mower * Tampers
Overseeder * Generators * 8+ Stihl Chainsaws * Tillers & Mini Tillers * Edgers

Concrete Floor Saw * Concrete Saws * 4 -Stihl Pole Chainsaws * 6+ Snowblowers
45+ Toro/Lawnboy/Honda Mowers * 25+ Stihl FS110R Trimmers

10 - Honda G-R Water Pumps * Sledges & Axes* Leaf Blowers* Aerators
Commercial Stone Saw * 30+ Grab Slab Roof Safety System

Shop Equipment * 3pth/PTO/ Accessory Equip

Auctioneer’s Note – There will be TWO Auction Rings
. . Come Early or Miss the Deals!

MORE UNITS ARRIVING DAILY!!!  No Buyer’s Premium!!!

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

VIEWING: Friday April 7th, 2017, 1 pm to 5 pm
TERMS: $500 Deposit Required on Each Major ltem,or as announced.

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

DIVISION OF 6583347 ONTARIO INC.,

AUCTION AUCTION

AUCTION

AUCTION

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF JD tractor, 
tools, cattle showing equip-
ment, and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 806718 
Rd. 29 of Blandford-Blen-
heim Twp. (1 miles west of 
Drumbo), for Stan Becker, on 
Saturday, April 22nd @ 11:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451 or 698-0138. 

SAT. APRIL 22 at 1 p.m. 
Moving auction sale of 
furniture, household and 
miscellaneous items at 7275 
4th Line, west of Floradale 
for Harvey and Mary Horst.

SAT. APRIL 22 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
household effects; furniture; 
antiques; collectables; and 
much more to be held at 11 
Linpine Lane in Linwood for 
Bob and Bonnie Elliot. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. www.jantzi-
auctions.com 519 656 3555

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF 2 country 
properties, riding lawn 
mowers, household effects, 
antiques and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 2242 
Nafziger Rd. (near Erb’s 
Rd.), in Philipsburg, for The 
Angus & Shirley Gillis Estate, 
on Saturday, April 29th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
519-699-4451.

SAT. APRIL 29 at 10:00 
AM - Clearing auction sale 
of furniture; household 
effects; antiques; collect-
ables; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at 50 
Moore Ave in Kitchener for 
the estate of the late Nelda 
Schafer. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
www.jantziauctions.com 
519 656 3555

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Machin-
ery, household goods and 
miscellaneous items, to be 
held at 1825 Middle Block 
Rd. (off County Rd. 17 near 
Kossuth Rd. bordering Cam-
bridge), for Jerry and Ilean 
Renner, on Saturday, May 
6th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138. 

HAY & STRAW

DAIRY HAY - 300 large 
squares, second and third 
cutting, alfalfa grass mix. 
Good protein and feed 
value. Also straw for TMR. 
Can deliver anywhere. 519-
373-3127.

FOR SALE - 24 - 4x4 3rd cut 
alfalfa balage. Call 519-501-
1169.

AUCTIONS

SATURDAY APRIL 22 at 10 
A.M. Double ring consign-
ment and estate auction of 
farm machinery and farm 
support items, lawn and 
garden equipment, furni-
ture, antiques, tools etc. 
Sale to be held at #7213 Line 
86 Wallenstein, approx. 6 
km west of Elmira. Phone 
519-638-5708. Website: 
www.bowmanauctions.ca

WED. APRIL 26 at 7:00 PM 
-Property auction of a 101 
acre farm, including 10 acres 
of bush; with 2 homes; bank 
barn; driveshed; etc. to be 
held at 1330 Bleams Rd RR2 
Petersburg for Mannview 
Farms. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
www.jantziauctions.com 
519 656 3555

CLASSIFIEDS CONTINUED ON PAGE 23
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Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

GARAGE 
SALES

30TH ANNUAL INDOOR 
Garage Sale. Woolwich 
Memorial Centre. Over 40 
vendors. Sat. April 8, 7:30 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 519-669-
6026. bbaechler@woolwich.
ca www.woolwich.ca

MOVING/GARAGE SALE. 
APRIL 8, 7:30 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
106 First St. W. Elmira. Fur-
niture, dishes, garden tools 
etc.

WINTERBOURNE, 7 KATHER-
INE St. Saturday April 8 at 
8:30 a.m.

SAVE THE DATE: The Wool-
wich Community-Wide 
Garage Sale date is Saturday 
May 27th. Details for special 
garage sale advertising and 
map in upcoming editions 
of the Observer. This is one 
of the largest garage sale 
days of the year. Spring 
cleaning around the corner, 
make some cash on the stuff 
you don’t need anymore.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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Quality Workmanship Since 1991

John Crawford    Owner

  

Serving Woolwich, Wellesley & KW

Phone: 519-699-5600
Cell: 519-577-5560

john@jrcrawfordelectric.com

HAY & STRAW

SMALL SQUARE STRAW bales 
for sale, delivered to your 
farm. Call 519-635-5416.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice salt 
comes in 20 & 40kg’s, Ice 
melt comes in 20kg bags. 
Call George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD 
SERVING you for over 10 
years. Your #1 source of 
quality slabwood and body-
wood. Delivery available. 
519-656-2057.

HORSES

WILL BUY OLD and used 
horses and ponies to go 
direct to plant in Quebec. 
Will buy all types, drug 
form required but will buy 
either way. TOP PRICES 
PAID. Contact Calvin Kuepfer 
for prices at Horizon Trail 
Equine at 519-272-3290.

WANTED

24” BIKES WANTED. Donate 
a bike. Cycling Into The 
Future will fix up your bike 
and give it to someone in 
our program who needs it. 
Apr. 8 outside Woolwich 
Memorial Centre, from 7 
a.m. - 1 p.m. More info? Call 
Phil at 226-789-8615.

WANTED

ROLEX, OMEGA, POCKET 
Watches, antique clocks, 
gold rings, jewellery, coins, 
toys, militaria, records, 
musical instruments, toys, 
any gold or silver items. 
Call Terry @ 519-242-6900, 
or 519-210-0551 or email: 
gallamore@golden.net. We 
pay cash!!!

WANTED - SOMEONE to redo 
kitchen in home. Must use 
recycled material and doors 
and be extra reasonably 
priced. Call 519-699-4461.

WE NEED - Primitives, 
benches, crates, boxes, 
crocks, cast iron, cupboards, 
old farm tools, hand tools, 
cast iron & old metal, 
stands, vinyl-jazz/rock/
blues, picture frames, paint-
ings. Not charity store stuff. 
Iron Bucket 519-787-8287 
leave message. St. Andrew 
St. W., Fergus.

EDSS BEATS SJAM

The EDSS junior boys’ hockey team defeated SJAM 11-4 on Mar. 29 at 
the Woolwich Memorial Centre. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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YOUR BUSINESS
RIGHT HERE.

Advertise your business services in our service directory. 
Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 

Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service
FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917AFTER
HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

/SavageAutoBody

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

ADVERTISING

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE FLOOR/PAD 
BREAKING & REMOVAL
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!

PRINTING SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

Quality Bedding
Premium Softwood 

or less expensive 
Hardwood

Blown or Pushed Off

We are geared to
meet your timing and
volume requirements

BLENDED TO MEET 
YOUR NEEDS!

Ph: Elmira (519) 669-5219 226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

ROLL OFF 
INDUSTRIAL BIN 

RENTALS
CALL FOR 

AVAILABLE SIZES

GENERAL SERVICES

APRIL
SPECIAL

$20
OFFPER

CASE

Odours, 
Toxic Gases, 

Solids in 
manure

Bring in this coupon to redeem offer.

SHAC
®

SHAC
®

CALL Paul Revington

FREE

ONTARIO DISTRIBUTOR
519-670-1122

REDUCES:

Natural 
ORGANIC 
Ingredients

INCLUDES:DELIVERY!

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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AGRICULTURAL SERVICES
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FIND IT TODAY!
IN THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

The Spring Market Has Arrived!The Spring Market Has Arrived!The Spring Market Has Arrived!

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

Donating back to 
the community 
we call home.

ELMIRA – Looking for your first home, 
or to downsize? Look no further! This 
backsplit semi is larger than it looks with 
4 levels of living space and a large fenced 
in yard backing onto Barnswallow Dr. 
Double wide interlocking driveway with 
car port, 3 good sized bedrooms, 
finished rec room and 2 bathrooms, 
there is lots of room for a growing family. 
Solar panels and contract are included in 
the sale bringing in extra income. MLS.

$399,000$399,000$399,000

ELMIRA – Step inside this 2150 sq foot former 
duplex and be impressed by the mix of original 
character and stunning new finishes. The large 
kitchen boasts new cabinets, granite counter 
and glass tile back splash. New flooring and 
paint throughout. 4 bedrooms and 2nd floor 
laundry. Finished attic and basement gives 
loads of space for your family to spread out. 
Steps from down town, this is the perfect 
location, close to amenities and public transit. 
A must see! MLS. 

$495,000$495,000$495,000

ONLY 20 MINUTES FROM KW! Peaceful and luxurious 
country living awaits you in this newer custom-built 
bungalow. On 4.96 acres, this 3-bedroom, open concept 
home has the benefits of small-town living. Enjoy the 
beautiful view year round from the hot tub in the 15ft x 32ft 
screened-in lanai. Custom gourmet kitchen with maple 
wood-stained cherry cabinets and quartz countertops – 
all appliances included. Large master bedroom with 5 pc. 
ensuite and walkout to lanai. Fully-finished rec room with 
in-floor heating contains golf simulator/theatre. Attached 
2 bay garage plus an oversized 1 bay heated workshop. ICF 
built home (insulated concrete forms). MLS. $1,250,000$1,250,000

5+ ACRES JUST 20 MINUTES FROM WATERLOO! In a 
natural bush setting and centrally located between Elmira, 
Drayton and Elora, this home has extensive renovations.  
Gourmet kitchen with granite counters, large island and dinette. 
Formal dining room and walkout to 13' x 65' stone patio, large 
living room with stunning field stone fireplace. Master retreat 
has French doors, private sitting area, dual fireplace, walk-in 
closet, cedar closet and a 5 pc ensuite.  Second level has 2 large 
bedrooms and a 3pc bath. Basement rec room with angel stone 
fireplace, office and a 3 pc bath.  In addition to triple garage & 
workshop, a bricked-lined tunnel leads to a 286sqft press 
house with walk out to 10'x12' patio. MLS. $849,000$849,000

 In a 
natural bush setting and centrally located between Elmira, 
Drayton and Elora, this home has extensive renovations.  
Gourmet kitchen with granite counters, large island and dinette. 
Formal dining room and walkout to 13' x 65' stone patio, large 
living room with stunning field stone fireplace. Master retreat 

OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 8th 1:00-3:00pm

7032 Floradale Road, Floradale

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Serving the community for 25 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

Serving the community for 25 years!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

FREE Market Evaluation

$289,000 LINWOOD! Great 
starter home offers 3 bedrooms, renovated 
bathroom, large family room with fireplace, 
eat-in kitchen, walk-up from basement, 
large lot. Steps to Linwood Public School. 
MLS. Call Bert to view.

$239,000 BUSINESS FOR SALE 
in 2,000 s/f building. Building is owned by 
business seller and is available for lease. 
Business consists of HVAC sales and service, 
duct systems installations, commercial and 
residential boilers sales and service. Price 
includes sheet metal fabricating equipment, 
special hand tools and inventory. MLS. Call 
Bert for information.

NEW
PRICE!

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4
519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4
519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.caWOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

We donate a portion of our 
commission from every 

house sale to the Woolwich 
Community Services

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie Shanna

We donate a portion of our 
commission from every 

house sale to the Woolwich 
Community Services

WHAT IS YOUR HOME WORTH IN TODAYS MARKET? CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE MARKET ANALYSIS! 

$299,900 Stunning End Unit Condo situated beside mature 
trees, 2 bdrms, 2 bathrooms, upgrade flooring and granite 
counter tops in the kitchen with island, stainless steel appliances, 
2nd floor laundry, 2 balconies, LOW condo fees. NEW MLS.

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY APRIL 8th 1-3pm
1696-E FISCHER HALLMAN RD S., KITCHENER 

ELMIRA NEW MLS LISTING
$489,000 Fantastic family home in a wonderful neighbour-
hood close to many amenities. 2nd floor family room with gas 
fireplace, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths. Enjoy your fenced back yard and 
walking distance to the New Riverside Public School. NEW MLS.

COUNTRY BUNGALOW
$369,000 NORTH OF ELMIRA 0.39 of an acre property, 
triple+ driveway, attached garage, enjoy the oversized 
front concrete patio, detached shed. Main floor 
conveniences, newely finished basement, 2 BDRMS, 2 
BATHS. MLS.

 Stunning End Unit Condo situated beside mature 

NEW LISTING!
ELMIRA NEW MLS LISTING

NEW LISTING!

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY APRIL 8th 1-3pm
101 PORCHLIGHT DRIVE, ELMIRA

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

LISTINGS NEEDED! CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE MARKET EVALUATION TODAY!

INVENTORY IS LOW!
THINKING OF SELLING?

FLORADALE MENNONITE CHURCH HOSTS REFUGEE FUNDRAISER

Floradale Mennonite Church hosted a fundraising lunch on Mar. 26 with the proceeds going to MCC and the Intercultural Dialogue 
Institute. The food was prepared by one of two Turkish refugees living in Floradale. The other refugee took photos of the event. 
[SUBMITTED]
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FAMILY ALBUM

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

LOVELY OLDER HOME 
renovated from top to bot-
tom! You’ll love the natural 
woodwork, pocket doors 
and hdwd. floors. New-
er windows throughout. 
Updated electrical. Two 
georgeous bathrooms w/
walkin showers. Main flr. 
laundry. Rec. Room & office 
in lower level. Some heat-
ed floors. Furnace (2015). 
Detached garage. A must 
see! MLS.

ERB ST., ELMIRA 

RARE OPPORTUNITY Approx. 11,000 sq.ft. of garage & shop space – set up for high-
way truck & trailer bays. Extremely clean & well maintained. Offices, washrooms, board 
room, parts room etc. HUGE paved parking lot. Separate shop, 24’ x 35’ + detached 
garage 28’ x 40’. Wood storage bldg. 30 acres – systematically tile drained. MLS.

$1,690,000

WELLINGTON RD. 12, DRAYTON 

HOUSE & SHOP – First 
time offered in over 50 yrs. 
Very well maintained cen-
tury home w/3+ bdrms, 
formal living & dining 
rooms and eat-in kitchen. 
Main floor office/mud-
room. Fin. rec. room & 3pc. 
Wonderful heated shop, 
30’ x 34’ for a ‘man cave’ 
or toy shop. NEW MLS.

ISABELLA ST., ST. JACOBS

$599,900

NEW LISTING

LOTS OF WINDOWS! Lots of natural light in this bungalow, situated in a quiet area 
of town. Hdwd floors in LR/DR. Convenient breezeway/mudroom leads to the kitchen 
w/ painted cupboards & dishwasher. Large master bdrm. w/laminate flr & 2 closets. 
Lower level features a rec. room, office area, 3rd bdrm. & 3pc. bath. Private deck area. 
Lots of parking! NEW MLS.

RIVERSIDE DR. W., ELMIRA 

$429,000

NEW LISTING

FOUR LEVEL BACKSPLIT SEMI with deep fenced lot offers lots of living area. Rec. 
room, office, games room, 3pc. bath & laundry in the lower levels. Newer driveway, 
shingles, dishwasher & softener. Won’t last long. NEW MLS.

FALCON DR., ELMIRA

$349,900

NEW LISTING

RARE OPPORTUNITY Approx. 11,000 sq.ft. of garage & shop space – set up for highRARE OPPORTUNITY Approx. 11,000 sq.ft. of garage & shop space – set up for highRARE OPPORTUNITY
way truck & trailer bays. Extremely clean & well maintained. Offices, washrooms, board 
room, parts room etc. HUGE paved parking lot. Separate shop, 24’ x 35’ + detached 

$1,690,000$1,690,000$1,690,000$1,690,000SOLD

NEW LISTING

FOUR LEVEL BACKSPLIT SEMI
room, office, games room, 3pc. bath & laundry in the lower levels. Newer driveway, 

$349,900$349,900
SOLD

Audrey Gaede
I found a picture of you, 

one that I hadn’t seen in awhile,  
I held gently in my hands,  

Lost for a moment in your smile. 
I found a card from you,  

written in your own special way,  
I held it gently in my hands, 

Lost for a moment in that day.
Memories, sweet gifts from you, 

To allow my heart a breath,  
T let me be lost for a moment, 
To remember life, not death.

– Author Unknown

“Humble and Kind” 
Remembering you today  

and every day. 

April 11, 1925 - January 16, 2016

Missing you always,
Your Loving Family

IN MEMORIAM

Bauman, Susannah (Martin)
Passed away peacefully at her daugh-
ter’s home in Dorking on Saturday, 
April 1, 2017, at the age of 88 years. 
Loved wife of the late Elo S. Bauman 
(2006). Dear mother of Howard and 
Gloria Bauman of Elmira, Elmer and 
Jane Bauman of South River, Clare and 
Elmeda Bauman of Elmira, Pauline 
and Gerald Wideman of Dorking, and 
son-in-law Aaron and Melanie Martin. 
Loving grandmother of 22 grandchil-
dren and 46 great-grandchildren. 
Survived by her sister Sarah and Henry 
Brubacher and brother-in-law Moses 
B. Martin. Predeceased by her parents 
Elias R. and Leavea (Frey) Martin, 
siblings David and Venerva Martin, 
Jesse and Minerva Martin, Malinda 
and Urias Martin, Mary Ann Martin, 
daughter Lorene (Mrs. Aaron) Martin 
and her first husband James Weber, 
and sons Vernon and Joseph. The 
family received relatives and friends 
on Tuesday, April 4, 2017 from 1-8 p.m. 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira. A family service 
took place in the funeral home chapel 
on Wednesday, April 5, 2017 at 9 a.m., 
then to Elmira Mennonite Meeting 
House, 68 Church St. W., Elmira, for 
burial and public service.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com ELLIG, Gerald “Gerry”
Passed away peacefully on Monday, 
April 3, 2017 at Grand River Hospital, 
in his 87th year. Gerry was the beloved 
husband and best friend of the 
late Leona (2016) for over 62 years. 
Cherished father of Betty (Steve) 
Diebold, Rick (Maureen) Ellig, Debbie 
(Mike) Perry, and Brenda (Geoff) 
Pasher. Adored grandfather of Ashton 
(James), Matt, Jillian, Brooke, Becca, 
Tyler, and Alex. Fondly remembered by 
his siblings Dorothy Montag and Wally 
(Glenda) Ellig, brother-in-law Eugene 
Kuntz, and in-laws Florence Kelly, Ivan 
(Eileen) Hehn, Agnes Ernst, Marianne 
Lang, Dorothy Wilhelm, Loretta (Tom) 
O’Hagan, Kathleen (Don) Voison, Don 
(Dyanne) Hehn, and many nieces and 
nephews. Predeceased by his parents 
Jerome and Matilda, sister Florence, 
and brothers Leonard, Raymond, 
Clarence, and Clayton. Gerry was 
devoted in his faith and to his family, 
and will be remembered for his 
warm smile and welcoming ways. He 
cherished family gatherings, being 
with friends, and was so very proud 
of all his grandchildren. The family 
will receive their relatives and friends 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira on Thursday, April 
6, 2017 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. where 
parish prayers will be offered at 1:45 
p.m. Funeral mass will be celebrated 
on Friday, April 7, 2017 at 10 a.m. at St. 
Teresa of Avila RC Church, 19 Flamingo 
Dr., Elmira. A Christian burial will 
take place at a later date in the Elmira 
Union Cemetery. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to the Grand 
River Hospital Foundation would be 
appreciated. Special thank you to the 
Grand River Hospital medical team 
and 5th floor staff for your support and 
compassionate care.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Urias B.
September 7, 1936 – April 4, 2017

Passed away peacefully at his home, RR 
3, Listowel (Dorking), in his 81st year. He 
was predeceased by his first wife Marion 
(Frey) Martin. Husband of Melinda 
(Weber) Martin. Father of James and 
Erma Martin of RR 1, Wallenstein, Vera 
and Viola Martin of RR 3, Listowel. 
Survived by seven grandchildren and 
a great-grandson. Also survived by 
his sisters Lovina Brubacher of Mine 
Centre, Ellen (Simeon) Martin of RR 3, 
Listowel, Annie (Harvey) Martin, and 
Lena Martin, all of RR 2, Elmira, sister-
in-law Mildred Martin, and brothers 
Clarence (Erla) of RR 3, Listowel and 
Mahlon (Erma) Martin of RR 1, Gorrie. 
Predeceased by his parents Clarence 
and Magdalena (Brubacher) Martin, 
brother Amsey Martin, sisters-in-law 
Almeda (Sittler) Martin and Eileen 
(Martin) Martin, and brother-in-
law Israel Brubacher. Relatives and 
friends will be received at the family 
home,  8004 Line 86, RR 3, Listowel 
on Wednesday, April 5, 2017 from 2-4 
and 6-8 p.m. and Thursday, April 6, 
2017 from 1-5 p.m. A family service will 
be held at the home on Friday, April 
7, 2017 at 9 a.m., then to Weaverland 
Mennonite Meeting House for burial 
and public service. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Steacy, Pamela
March 9, 1955 – April 4, 2017

Pam passed away at Grand River 
Hospital at the age of 62 years. Dear 
sister of Ken, Paul, and John. Loving 
mother of Joe, Jerry, Jason, Tim, 
and Tom, and their wives. Loved 
grandmother of 12 grandchildren. At 
Pam’s request cremation has taken 
place. A private family gathering will 
take place at a later date.  

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

OBITUARIES

DEATH 
NOTICES

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS CONTINUED

BORGHESE, TINA | Passed 
away at her home in 
Elmira on Saturday, April 
1, 2017, at the age of 41 
years. 

BRUBACHER, ELEANORA 
(BOWMAN) | April 21, 
1933 - March 31, 2017 
Peacefully went to be 
with her Lord on Friday, 
March 31, 2017 at Heritage 
House, St. Jacobs, in her 
84th year. 

CONNER, JACK (JOHN) | It is 
with sadness, the family 
of Captain Jack Conner 
announces his passing at 
the age of 85 on March 27, 
2017 at Winston Park in 
Kitchener. Local relatives 
are his daughter Mary 
(Murray) Stoddart of 
Elmira.

MARTIN, ELVINA (SHANTZ) | 
Peacefully, on Saturday, 
March 25, 2017 at home, 
RR 1, Linwood, in her 78th 
year. 

MARTIN, SALEDA | Passed 
away peacefully at her 
residence in St. Jacobs on 
Tuesday, March 28, 2017 
at the age of 85 years.

MCMAHON, RETA TERESA |  
December 4, 1919 - March 
28, 2017 Passed away, 
peacefully, at home in 
her 98th year. Formerly 
of Ariss.

SEIFRIED, JOHN SIMON 
| Passed away at his 
residence in Elmira on 
Friday, March 24, 2017, at 
the age of 86 years. 

SOEDER, SHARON ANNE 
(NEE ZIEGLER) | God called 
Sharon home to a new 
life of joy and peace 
on Tuesday, March 28, 
2017 at her residence in 
Elmira, at the age of 62 
years.

TENBRINK, HELEN | Helen 
passed away peacefully 

on Monday, March 27, 
2017 at Regina Gardens 
in Hamilton. Helen was 
born September 26, 1920 
in Wellesley.

WEBER, DAVID WILLIS | 
Passed away peacefully 
with his family at his side 
at St. Mary’s Hospital, 
after a brief illness, in his 
79th year.
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BIRTHDAY BIRTHDAY

FAMILY ALBUM

Happy 90th Birthday
BETTY FURLONG

Please join us as we celebrate Betty’s
90th birthday on 

Sunday April 9, 2017 from 1:00-4:00 p.m.
St Teresa of Avila Church 

19 Flamingo Dr 
Elmira, Ontario N3B 1V3

BEST WISHES ONLY 

OPEN HOUSE

Love Jane, Kathie, Peggy,
Michael, Jerry & Christine

Jessica Smith &  
Jake Radcliffe

Saturday, April 15  •  8 p.m. - 1 a.m.
Lions Hall Elmira

Dancing, Games, Raffles, Snacks and more.

Stag & Doe forHappy 90th Birthday 
Tilman!

The family of Tilman Martin invites 
you to join them for an Open House 

Saturday, April 15, 2-4 p.m. 
At Elmira Mennonite Church,

58 Church St. W. Elmira.

Ty Thomas Weber

Scott and Dayna Weber are excited to 
announce the arrival of their son,  

Ty Thomas on January 24th, weighing 6lbs. 
15oz. Proud big brothers are Reid and Cash. 

Grandparents are Ron and Sue Walton and  
Mark and Marilyn Weber of Elmira.

January 24, 2017

BIRTH NOTICE STAG AND DOE

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

Garage Sale season is upon 
us. Promoting your sale is easy 
with The Observer. It’s a lot of 
work hosting a sale, so make 
sure people know about it.

$12
Starting at:

 2 weeks + tax

Garage Sale Special

Community Garage Sale
Sat. May 27, 2017

The thrill of the hunt is half 
the fun. This year’s Bargain 
Hunt starts in our pages.

• 20 words
  each week
• 2 weeks in
The Observer

HUNTING
SEASON
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LIVING HERE
RECOLLECTIONS / MANY A TALE TO TELL

THE CROCUSES ARE POK-
ING out of the ground and 
the sun is shining. It is a 
time of renewal and growth 
– the garden is calling and 
the planning has begun.  

Many gardeners think 
of seeds and annuals at 
this point, but some of our 
favourite plants for the 
garden are ones that come 
back every year. Asparagus, 
rhubarb, berries, horserad-
ish, herbs all come back 
year after year. Mushrooms 
are also a producer that 
keeps on going. Onions and 
garlic multiply, making a 
surplus of food to enjoy. 
If you are looking for a 
way to bring your food bill 
down, consider your yard 
as a great place to start. 
We plant these producers 
in all kinds of spots in the 
garden. It doesn’t have to 
be a traditional “vegetable” 
garden.  

Pots are also a great 
place to begin your journey 
to healthy food. We use 
organic soil and compost 
to start as well as organic 
seeds. Chemicals have no 
place on our food, and 
potting soil for flower-
ing plants is full of things 
our body shouldn’t have. 
It doesn’t take a terrible 
amount of time to do some-
thing good for your body 

Spring 
encourages 
us to plant 
a few 
things

CHEF’S TABLE | 31

WHITNEY NEILSON

MEMOIR | 31

MARGARET TAYLOR HAS 
LED an extraordinary life, 
travelling across the coun-
try as a mother of  three 
young children, raising 
money on behalf of the 
Presbyterian Church in a 
time when it was frowned 
upon for women to do such 
a thing, and keeping track 
of it all through the written 
word.

Along the way – and dat-
ing all the way back to when 
she was a child – she took 
notice of her surroundings 
and put pen to paper.

Now, those writings have 
made their way into print as 
her official memoir, Sunsets 
and Breezes: A Memoir of 
Life as I Found it. It’s avail-
able for loan at Gale Pres-
byterian Church in Elmira, 
which she attends.

“I really had never 
thought of writing a book, 
although I was writing and 
writing and writing and 
that seemed to be part of 
my makeup, was writing 
and observing, since I was a 
child,” Taylor said.

She travelled across 
Canada in 1959 for the 
Ewart College campaign, 
one of the most success-
ful campaigns in the 
church’s history, to raise the 
$600,000 required to build 
and furnish a new building 
that would act as a training 
school for female mission-
aries.

She’ll gladly tell you it 
was a very unusual life to 

A decades-long habit of writing things down as they happened, even while blazing new trails, pays 
off  for Presbyterian Church worker Margaret Taylor as she pens her memoir, now available on loan

choose, but also incredibly 
exciting.

At 30 years of age, she 
had three young children at 
home, as well as the job of 
stopping at 21 cities across 
Canada to meet with vari-
ous groups and explain to 
them the need for this new 
building.

“That was the time when 
women weren’t doing cer-
tain things. So really, the 
important people in the 
church even, they were 

not used to a woman doing 
anything. And so I started 
out that trip with negative 
reactions and because the 
comments ‘well that’s not 
going to work, that cam-
paign, because look who’s 
in charge of it.’ There was 
that feeling about women 
and that continued all the 
time that the building was 
being built.”

Despite the many snags 
along the way, within three 
years of launching the cam-

paign, the building and all 
its furnishings were paid 
for.

But her tendency to 
write, came much earlier 
in life. While recovering 
from the measles and the 
mumps, she would tuck 
herself away in her father’s 
study, the perfect place to 
be with a warm woodstove 
and plenty of paper for her 
to write on. 

“I didn’t have many toys 
because this was the Dirty 

Thirties, but I could write. 
I wasn’t writing marvelous 
things at that point but I 
think learned through a 
pencil,” she said of growing 
up during the Depression.

The idea to publish her 
writings came when her 
son, Ken, was visiting three 
years ago. She had put to-
gether 100 pages of tightly 
typed information, which 
he started to read. When he 

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

A regular at Gale Presbyterian Church in Elmira, Margaret Taylor has written Sunsets and Breezes: A Memoir of Life as I Found it [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Life really is full of stories if 
you keep an eye out for them

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net
Accredited  

Test & Repair Facility

Time to get those 
summer tires on! 
As you get your summer tires installed, it is a great 
time to get your vehicle thoroughly inspected while 
the wheels are off! This allows the technician to get 
a good idea where everything in your brake, steering 
and suspension systems are at before the summer 
comes! Talk to one of our service advisors for more 

details when you book your vehicle in today! 

– Hunter
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

APRIL 9

FREE FRAUD TALK FOR anyone 55+. Come get 
informed and learn how to protect yourself. Starts at 
1 p.m. at the Woolwich Seniors Centre. To register call 
Karole at 519-669-5044. 

APRIL 11

DIABETES CONNECTION SUPPORT GROUP. Starts at 6 
p.m. at the Woolwich Community Health Centre. For 
more information contact Linda Girard at 519-664-
3794.

APRIL 12

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us for 
a hot noonday meal, fellowship and entertainment 
at Calvary United Church. Cost: $11. Call 519-664-1900 
by noon Apr. 10 to sign up.

APRIL 13

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites 
you to attend “Welland Canal Mission.” Chaplain: 
Art Taylor, Music: Joyce Ruppert and Marlene Toye. 
Starts at 10:30 a.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship. 
Suggested donation $7 includes hot meal at noon.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and seniors 
has guest speaker Scott Gallagher, certified athletic 
therapist. Topic: Is Your Body Keeping up with You?  
Please join us, 10 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre 58 St. Charles St. E., Maryhill. Admission is $2. 
Enjoy tea or coffee and a delicious snack.

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us for 
a hot noonday meal, fellowship and entertainment 
at Breslau Community Centre. Cost: $6. Call 519-664-
1900 by noon Apr. 10 to sign up.

APRIL 14

COMMUNITY CAN DINE, DINNER for April is pork roast. 
Free for everyone; donations are accepted to cover 
the cost of food. Held every second Friday of the 
month 6-7:30 p.m. at Trinity United Church Fellowship 
Hall. Come eat with us!

GOOD FRIDAY FISH & Chips at Maryhill Heritage 
Community Centre from noon until 7 p.m., Eat in or 
take-out. No reservations. Haddock with fresh cut 
fries & coleslaw; 1-piece dinner $13 or 2-piece $15. 
Coffee, tea, dessert and refreshments available. Cash 
only. Call 519-648-2939 for take-out.

APRIL 15

OPTIMIST CLUB OF ST. Jacobs Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
at Riverside Park, Water St., St. Jacobs. Hunt starts at 
10 a.m. sharp. Bring a basket and have fun.

APRIL 17

ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society 
Education meeting at Trinity United Church 7:30 p.m. 
Speaker Lisa VanderVliet: “The Landscape Architect’s 
Perspective on Well-Planned Spaces.” Members free; 
non-members $2. New members welcome.

APRIL 18

AMONG FRIENDS SUPPORT GROUP, for women who 
have experienced the death of a partner. Support 
and friendship will be developed over coffee, tea and 
dessert at 10 a.m., Crossroads Restaurant. Please call 
Julie at 519-664-3794, ext. 229.

APRIL 19

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us for 
a hot noonday meal, fellowship and entertainment 
at Wellesley Community Centre. Cost: $6. Call 519-
664-1900 by noon Apr. 13 to sign up.

APRIL 20

PLANNING FOR YOUR HEALTH Care Future. Join us at 
6 p.m. at Woolwich Community Health Centre. For 
more information, call Linda at 519-664-3794 or go 
to www.acpww.ca.

APRIL 21

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION - Driving for 55+ 
talk. Free. Starts at 1:30 p.m. at the Woolwich Seniors 
Centre.  Call Karole at 519-669-5044 to register.

APRIL 22

COMMUNITY CLEANUP DAY IN each community in 
Woolwich. 8:30 a.m to 12 p.m. Contact Anne for a 
location near you: aroberts@woolwich.ca or call 
519-669-6027.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, April 9th

9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

�e �ng’s Invitation:
To The Guilty

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Those Scary 
“P” Words

Sunday, April 9th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Lent 6 - Palm Sunday: 
“Restore Us, O God! 

We Hope”
Fred Lichti preaching

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

21 Arthur St. N., Box 25, Elmira
519-669-5560 • www.trinityunitedelmira.ca

TRINITY UNITED CHURCH

Love, Learn & Live by Christ’s Teachings

SUNDAY, APRIL 9TH WORSHIP
9:30am - Contemporary Worship

11:00am - Traditional Worship
Clergy: Rev. Sue Campbell

EASTER SERVICES:
April 13 - Maundy Thursday - 6pm
April 14 - Good Friday - 10am
April 16 - Easter Sunday - 10am
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ACROSS
1. Skewered entrée

5. Rwandan people

10. Holy war

15. “___ Not There,” 2007 
film

16. Fold, spindle or 
mutilate

18. Kind of song

19. Make amends (for)

20. Where “Frasier” was 
found

22. Be indecisive

24. “Truth __ Conse-
quences”

25. Judi Dench comedy (As 
Time Goes __)

26. Mozart’s “L’___ del 
Cairo”

27. 1990 Sonic Youth 
album?

28. Nicholas II was the 
last one

30. Rocks, to a bartender

32. In the event of

33. Call to attention

35. Complex dwelling

37. “Do ___ others as...”

39. ___ bat; ready to 
swing

40. “The coast __ clear”

41. Harry Potter’s pet

43. Accomplish or execute

44. Laugh-a-minute folks

46. Door sign

47. Depart

48. “Life ___ We Know It”

49. Well-ventilated

52. Reason to take Tylenol

53. Yours truly

54. “Cut it out!”

55. Beluga yield

56. Comedian Maron

57. Mid-May honoree

58. It’s quite a stretch

59. Broadway brightener

60. Decide to leave, with 
“out”

61. Over there

62. Like some memories

63. That man

65. Princess tormentor

66. Spare parts?

67. You and I

68. Some forensic evidence

70. Vestments, e.g.

72. Fencing sword

DOWN
1. Top dog

2. Give a raise?

3. PM preceder

4. Thai money

6. You and I, not them

7. Number for tea?

8. Draped dress

9. Stylish

10. Cousin of a crow

11. Information technology

12. Equine foot

13. Mandela’s org.

14. Gave out

17. Spring (from)

21. Trigonometry abbr.

23. Beatnik’s exclamation

25. Spoken blessing

29. Chain of hills

31. Museum attendant

32. Greek letter

34. 2004 Britney Spears hit

36. As well

38. Fro’s mate

42. Acquire

45. Femme fatale

46. Terracotta

50. Crucifix

51. It’s made in Japan

52. Twaddle

53. Noted Warhol subject

54. “Didn’t I tell you?”

56. Floor cleaner

57. “Goodness gracious!”

58. Word from our sponsor

59. “Just say ___”

64. Lighten, in a way

65. Private eye, for short

66. Plump one

69. 40 winks

71. “__ Kind Rewind”; 
2008 Jack Black film

Want to change your worldview? Try living for a while as a goat or a badger

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. The “Illacme 
plenipes” millipede may 
not sport a thousand 
(“mill”) legs, but it does 
hold the world record for 
having the greatest num-
ber of them. How many 
is that?
A. 750 legs, says “New 
Scientist” magazine. And 
just recently a new spe-
cies of millipede, “Illacme 
tobini,” with 414 legs was 
discovered in a cave in 
Sequoia National Park. Its 
other anatomical features 
include some 200 poison 
glands, long silk-secreting 
hairs and four legs modi-
fi ed into penises. And 
that’s no joke!

Q. Iran’s Lut Desert is 
one of the hottest places 
on Earth. In 2005, a 
satellite measurement of 
ground surface tempera-
ture set a record at 70.7C 
(159.3F). About the size of 
West Virginia, the desert 
is mostly devoid of plant 
life yet sustains a vibrant 
ecosystem including in-
sects, reptiles and desert 
foxes. How does the food 
web hold together with-
out plants?

A. “Dead birds are a fre-
quent sighting in the des-
ert,” reports Richard Stone 
in “Science” magazine. Re-
searchers hypothesize that 
“migratory birds stray into 
the Lut and, overcome by 
the intense heat, fall from 
the sky like manna, forming 
the base of a food web.” 
This idea was bolstered by 
a recent expedition that 

found scavenged remains of 
dozens of migratory birds of 
various species.

As to how the Lut’s 
denizens remain hydrated, 
satellite sensor data suggest 
there may be a hidden sea 
of briny groundwater a few 
inches beneath the surface. 
Indeed, one of the expedi-
tion’s trucks broke through 
the crusty soil and sank 
up to its axles–in mud. “It 
was hard to believe,” said 
hydrologist Amir AghaK-
ouchak, “but the area is re-
ally, really wet.”
Q. When London 
technologist Thomas 
Thwaites wanted a break 
from being human, what 
did he do?
A. First, he needed to de-
sign the proper prosthetic 
legs and to practice the suit-
able physical movements, 
and then he was ready to 

adopt the posture of a goat 
in the Swiss Alps, reports 
“Science” magazine. This is 
how he lived for a few days 
(as the goats came to accept 
him as one of their own), 
“chewing grass and just try-
ing to fi t in with the herd. 
It’s crucial to have friends 
in the goats’ intensely hier-
archical world.” Luckily for 
Thwaites, he found a goat 
“buddy.”

His hard work earned 
him Harvard University’s 
Ig Nobel Prize in biology, 
presented in the 26th year 
of the contest celebrat-
ing scientific studies that 
“make you laugh, and then 
think.” Sharing the prize 
was Oxford, U.K.-based 
ethicist and veterinarian 
Charles Foster, who lived as 
a badger for days at a time 
to better understand the 
nonhuman “worldview.” 

As a prize, each Ig Nobel 
winner received a $10 tril-
lion Zimbabwean banknote 
“with little value as a result 
of hyperinflation.”
Q. Whatever you think of 
the advent of self-driving 
or autonomous vehicles, 
the automation of driv-
ing is certainly going to 
transform the way we 
live. What’s one dramatic 
downside to the coming 
driverless future?

A. The new world of self-
driving cars and trucks is of 
course good news and bad 
news, says Susan Hassler in 
“IEEE Spectrum” magazine. 
According to Rice Univer-
sity’s Moshe Vardi, who 
organized a recent Humans, 
Machines and the Future of 
Work Conference, self-driv-
ing vehicles will have many 
positive impacts on us and 
our environment “until you 

start to think about what it 
will do to the job market.”

Consider that in the U.S., 
driving is the most common 
job in more than 50% of 
the states, tallying some 3.5 
million workers. Then too 
are the tens of millions of 
those working “in the infra-
structure that supports cars, 
trucks, and drivers — motels, 
restaurants, gas stations, you 
name it — some 50 million 
by Vardi’s estimate.”

As Hassler concludes, 
“Technological progress 
may not be inevitable, but 
technological change cer-
tainly seems to be,” with 
decided losers as well as 
winners.

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403
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PACKED
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observerxtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroad/

QUICK, EASY ONLINE SUBMISSION

Take us wherever your 
adventure takes you.

Send us a photo of you and 
your Observer and a short 
recap of your vacation!
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MEMOIR: Using the power of observation

FROM | 28

was done, he said he could 
see it as a book. As a histo-
rian, he committed his first 
year of retirement to put-
ting the book together.

They spent many hours 
on the phone piecing it to-
gether and she says she’s so 
pleased with how it turned 
out.

“It’s quite marvelous that 
it happened.”

She received an award for 
the book in the historical 
memories category last year 
at the General Assembly for 
the Presbyterian Church 
of Canada. She also has 
two honourary doctorates 
for her work in relation for 
the Presbyterian Church of 
Canada.

Her fascination with writ-
ing began while on the farm 
as a child. She started writ-
ing down what she saw for 
the purpose of remember-
ing because there were so 
many new sights.

She’s been journaling for 
many decades.

When she finished her 
first complete year of jour-
naling she sent it to a few 
publishers. However, they 
weren’t printing much at 

the time, so it never was 
published. But Marks and 
Spencer was putting to-
gether diaries and address 
books. They asked her if 
they could use some of her 
writing in those, which they 
did. Each month has an 
excerpt from her journal of 
what she saw that month.

She notes she’s also al-
ways been “a quote person.”

“My children, when they 
left me to go to university, 
you always wish you could 
give them advice of differ-
ent kinds, but they don’t 
like that very much. So I de-
veloped the habit of every 
week I would type a quote 
on a little card and I’d send 
one to each of the children.”

She also would send 
them once a week for a year 
to people going through 
a tough time or ministers 
starting at a church. 

While the book is not for 
sale, she also has a loaner 
copy at Parkwood Retire-
ment Residence in Waterloo 
too where she lives. She 
and her husband moved 
to Elmira when she was in 
her 60’s and stayed for 29 
years before she moved to 
Waterloo.

She says reception has 
been positive from those 
who’ve read her memoir.

With her eyesight not as 
strong as in previous years, 
she’s taken to recording her 
stories verbally because she 
says she still has more sto-
ries left in her.

She encourages other 
people to start writing by 
finding the beauty in their 
daily travels, and to keep 
their writing.

She was inspired after 
reading A Walk Through 
The Year by Edwin Way 
Teale. The book details a 
man who lived in the coun-
try and went out every day 
to see his property, came 
back and wrote about it. 

“After I read that book I 
felt ashamed of myself be-
cause he had written about 
things that are there and I 
had never seen it, I’d never 
noticed them. I decided 
then, it was a powerful deci-
sion because it lasts a long 
time, that I would be more 
observant and every day I 
wrote down something that 
I had seen or felt or heard 
that was beautiful. And the 
more I did it the easier it 
was.”

CHEF’S TABLE: 
A tasty option, 
whether or not 
you want to 
grow your own 
ingredients

with it.
Speaking of mushrooms, 

here’s another comforting 
recipe to try. 

Brandied 
Mushroom 
And Chive 
Soup 
7 Tbsp. (3/4 stick) butter
2 cups finely chopped onions
2 pkg cremini mushrooms, 
stemmed, caps chopped
1 Tbsp. fresh thyme, chopped
2 Tbsp. brandy
3 Tbsp. all-purpose flour
1/2 cup 35% cream
6 cups chicken broth

Melt butter in large pot 
over medium-high heat. 

and family. Mushrooms are 
still available locally and 
taste delicious.  

While we anxiously await 
the new crops the season 
brings we think of the reci-
pes we will be making and 
the nourishment it feeds 
our souls and bodies – why 
not get planning and in-
spired? Bring on the spring 
and the change that comes 

Add onions, sauté until 
golden, about 5 minutes. 

Add all mushrooms and 
thyme, sauté until mush-
rooms begin to brown, 
about 8 minutes. 

Add brandy, stir 30 sec-
onds, then mix in flour. 

Slowly stir in broth, and 
bring soup to boil. Reduce 
heat and simmer uncov-
ered for 10 minutes. 

Add 1/2 cup 35% cream, 
reduce another 10 minutes. 

Season with salt and 
pepper. 

Add chives just before 
serving. Ladle into bowls.

FROM | 28

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

Bulky items and appliances
Collected every second week with garbage. 

Bulky item:
Any item that will not fit in a standard
garbage bag or can. Place beside 
your garbage at the curb.

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/waste

Maximum
3 items

April 9 - 9 & 11am
April 14 (((d Friday) - 9 & 11am*

April 16 (Easter Sunday) - 9 & 11am
Our Sunday services offer children’s programs for birth-Grade 8.

*Children’s programs for birth-SK. 

850 Sawmill Road, Bloomingdale | @kcf_org | kcf.org

Jesus did for us what we could never do for ourselves. He brought us 
back into relationship with our Father. He restored us. 

We invite you to join us as we celebrate Easter.

Margaret Taylor’s memoir including plenty of photos documenting her experiences. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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MARCH SALES 

MADNESS

OVER 1,000 
RUGS IN STOCK!

AREA 
RUGS!

NO 
TAX!

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

-- APRIL 6TH TO 9TH --

IN STOCK

MAPLE AGED NATURAL

12MM THICK!
AC4 LAMINATE
$127

REG 3.29REG 3.29REG 3.29REG 3.29REG 3.29REG 3.29

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

9AM
9AM
11AM

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

9AM
9AM
9AM

9PM
9PM
9PM

THURSDAY 9AM 9PM
9PM
6PM
5PM

SALE HOURS

OUR HOURS

SALE

IN STOCK

FRIEZE CARPET

$117
FROM

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99
/SQ FT

/SQ FT

IN STOCK

100% WATERPROOF!

4MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$157
FROM /SQ FT

REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

IN STOCK

SOLID HARDWOOOD!

    3/4” THICK
OAK OR MAPLE
$297

FROM /SQ FT

REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

KW’S LARGEST
SELECTION!

OVER 1,000 
RUGS IN STOCK!

AREA 
RUGS!

NO 
TAX!

ON ALL 
IN-STOCK 

FROM

made in 
CANADA

IN STOCK

WOW! HOT BUY!

WOOD GRAIN TILE

$197FROM$FROM$
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

/SQ FT

PLUS NO TAX!!

SPECIAL INTRO PRICE!

PLUS NO TAX!!

SUPER

April/June 2017

Woolwich
HealthyHealthy
Communities
Month

Contact Anne, for a location near you. email:  aroberts@woolwich.ca 
or call  519- 669-6027  or  1-877-969-0094 ext. 7027

Saturday, April 22nd
8:30 am - 12:00 pm

COMMUNITY

Nature Therapy and
Bird Watching Hikes

Bird Watching Hike
Sunday, April 30th  
2:00 - 4:00 pm 

Bird Watching Hike

Join Mark Bauman for birding 
& hiking around the Woolwich 
Reservoir near Floradale  

Tree Planting

Volunteers are welcome to any of the plantings!  
For additional information on future opportunities 

contact  Ann at:   aroberts@woolwich.ca or
519- 669-6027 or 1-877-969-0094 x 7027  

Help Leave a Green Legacy!

Tues., April 25th & Wed., April 26th 
Woolwich Clean Waterways Group

Saturday, April 29th & May 6th 
8:30 am - 12:00 pm - Trees for Woolwich

Events are brought to you by Woolwich Healthy Communities  ~  www.healthywoolwich.org

The EDSS Robotics team earned gold at competition in Windsor over the weekend. They’re off to Mississauga over the Easter holidays with 
the hopes of doing well enough to advance to worlds in St. Louis. Some of the Grade 12 students on the team showed off their banner and 
medals on Tuesday. From left: Cameron Beaudoin-Hayes, Jon Martin, Melissa Chinnick, Aaron Crawford, Carson Cass, Tristan DeVos, Matthew 
Murray and Jacob Fralic. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

ROBOTICS: Win sends them to the next level

seeing as it’s based around 
robots. Fletcher remembers 
a couple years ago one of 
the students’ mom said 
she’d never cheered so loud 
and been so invested in a 
piece of machinery.

“It’s a very electric atmo-
sphere, extremely satisfy-
ing, sometimes extremely 
stressful and it does teach 
again how to respond in a 
pressure situation,” Fletch-
er said.

He adds a big part of 
what FIRST wants to do is 
teach students to be global 
citizens. The EDSS robotics 
team is involved with the 

Kiwanis food drive every 
year, for example. They’ve 
also been able to learn from 
a variety of local businesses 
and industry experts.

“It also brings business 
in the community into the 
school. So you’ve got about 
20 different mentors from 
software to design to par-
ents come in and help these 
guys build bumpers. It re-
ally brings the community 
into the school as well,” 
Fletcher said.

Aaron Crawford is the 
driver of the team’s robot 
and says he enjoys working 
hard to help the team per-
form well.

FROM | 3 “It’s a lot of fun, it’s very 
rewarding and you learn 
great new skills with com-
municating with other 
teams,” Crawford said.

The students agree if 
they continue to perform 
as well as they did in Wind-
sor, there’s a good chance 
they’ll make it to worlds.

“It was very rewarding for 
me as a coach, and I think 
for many on the team, to 
get that win that you know 
you’ve worked hard for, and 
you reach that level of suc-
cess. I think it also puts the 
team a little bit on the radar 
too within the FIRST com-
munity,” said Fletcher


