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GRAND RIVER TRUCK and TRACTOR PULL 2017
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Both Nights
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SATURDAY NIGHT
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FRIENDS OF 
HOCKEY MAKE 
GAME ACCESSIBLE

ADVENTURE IS OUT THERE. ARE YOU? VISIT US FOR A TEST DRIVE TODAY.

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM

$26,996*
78 BI-WEEKLY LEASE PAYMENTS OF

$128* FOR 36 MONTHS
$3,991 DOWN
0.5% LEASE RATE

26 Manitou Drive, Kitchener, ON  |  Tel: (519) 894-2050  |  www.geminimotors.com

*MSRP of $24,995 on 2017 Crosstrek Touring 5MT (HX1TP). Lease rate of 0.5% for 36 months. 78 Bi-weekly lease payments of $128 with $3,991 down payment. Lease end value $12,533. Offer includes $750 stackable cash. Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus charges for 
Freight/PDI ($1,675), Air Conditioning Charge ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($17.75), OMVIC Fee ($10), Dealer Admin ($199). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown: 2017 Crosstrek Limited 
Package CVT w/ tech (HX2LPE) with an MSRP of $32,295. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Offers applicable on approved credit at participating dealers only. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km/year for 36 months, with excess charged at $0.10/km. 
Leasing and financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and finance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as 
shown. Offers available until August 31, 2017. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details. See your local Subaru dealer for complete details. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods.

No one injured as winds topping 180 km/h tore up buildings 
and fields in a matter of minutes on Aug. 11

Tornado cuts swath through 
farms near Hawkesville

PAGE 2

Woolwich will be reviewing its 
emergency notification protocol in 
the wake of a tornado that touched 
down in nearby Hawkesville last 
week.

The township activated its com-
munity alert network (CAN) after of-
ficials learned of a tornado warning, 
later hearing that some residents 
hadn’t been contacted by phone, 
while others complained about the 
delay in getting the word out, said 
chief administrative officer David 
Brenneman.

On the heels of a flood in June that 
left some residents concerned about 
the timing of communication from 
the township, it’s natural for there to 
be questions, he added.

“Definitely, we recognize and ac-
knowledge there is a sensitivity after 
the flood and the situation ... that 
developed.”

Members of the West Montrose 
Residents’ Association, having raised 
concerns about communications fol-
lowing the flood, had a few issues.

“It seems that not everyone who 
had their number(s) ‘listed’ in the 
township’s warning system received 
a call. That’s troubling, given that 
the system failed during the June 23 
flood, and we thought it was being 

Storm raises
questions about 
Woolwich’s
emergency 
protocol

STEVE KANNON

A photograph by an aerial drone of the Wideman property in Hawkesville, after the tornado struck. In the bottom left is the implement shed that was obliterated by the winds, with pieces of debris seen scattered across 
the fields. [NATE LEIS / SUBMITTED]
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NEXT SENIOR’S DAY Thursday, August 31st

1 Union St., Elmira
THE SHOPS AT ROXTON

519-669-3072
www.elmiragiftoutlet.com

HOURS: 
MON-WED 9:30-5:30
THURS-FRI 9:30-7:00

SAT 9:30-5:30

SALE STARTS AUGUST 17th

By Monday, members of the community 
were already on the Wideman property 
constructing a brand new implement shed for 
the family. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Although brief, ordeal was one they won’t forget

It started with a roar – 
a loud, deafening roar like 
the sound of a jet engine 
blasting off the tarmac. 
There had been a strong 
wind earlier Friday evening 
and dark clouds, the signs 
of a heavy storm in the off-
ing, but what happened 
instead was much worse.

Along with the roar, “it 
became black” outside at 
the home of Sidney and 
Naomi Wideman. Looking 
out the window, the matri-
arch of the family saw nei-
ther the fields nor the farm 
buildings on the Hawkes-
ville-area property. Instead, 
there was nothing.

“We just saw dark,” she 
said.

And outside in that dark-
ness were five of her chil-
dren.

Her one daughter, who 
was in the house with her, 
screamed: “The barn’s go-
ing!” and for her mother 
to get into the cellar for 
safety. The wind, they said, 
had just been “picking up, 
and picking up and picking 
up,” and the cellar seemed 
the best place to be. But 
Wideman said she couldn’t 
move. Her children were 
out there.

Three of the Wideman 
children had taken shelter 
in the barn, while two had 
gone to the much smaller 
dog kennels. Not much ear-
lier, some of the children 
had been in the implement 
shed – a large and sturdy 
wood structure. But fortu-
nately, they left, because 
when the tornado broke 
past the tree line, it obliter-
ated the structure.

Later analysis by Envi-
ronment Canada of the 
damage at the Wideman 
farm suggested it had 
been EF-2 tornado, with 
winds reaching 180 km/h. 
The winds were so strong 
they not only leveled the 
“well anchored” imple-
ment shed, but moved and 
knocked over equipment 
like forklifts and metal 
presses weighing up to a 
ton.

One neighbour farther up 
the road told the Observer 
she had seen the roof lifted 
clean off. More neighbours 
had told Wideman that, 
from their homes, they too 
had seen the roof lifted 
from the shed whole, took a 
turn, tipped over, and then 
flew into pieces.

The tornado then cut a 
swathe due east, sparing 
the barn but destroying the 

buggy shed, moving in the 
direction of the kennels 
where the two Wideman 
children had taken refuge, 
she said. Incredibly, how-
ever, the kennel was left 
more or less unharmed. 
Wideman suggests the tor-
nado may have leapt over 
the structure, as tornados 
are conventionally thought 
to do when they move.

Geoff Coulson, a 
warning-preparedness 
meteorologist with Envi-
ronment Canada, explained 
that while tornados were 
thought to jump while they 
moved, more recently me-
teorologists ascribe the in-
termittent damage of torna-
dos to a constant speeding 
up and slowing down of the 
tornado’s winds. So instead 
of cutting a straight trail 
of destruction, tornadoes 
will seem to hop along their 
path, causing destruction 
when they land, then lift-
ing off again to land farther 
away.

In the aftermath, the 
family tried to describe the 
surreal feeling of it. One 
daughter said it was like ev-
erything had gone in slow 
motion, like they were in a 

movie. Trying to remember 
what had happened imme-
diately after the event was 
tricky. Even the deafening 
roar – it was somehow im-
possible to remember how 
it had sounded. Wideman 
admitted the family was 
still in shock, but that they 
were returning to “reality.”

The whole affair, from 
the moment it seemed to 
hit to the moment it had 
passed, might have been 
only 15 seconds, they guess, 
but not more than 30. But 
when the worst had passed, 
Wideman instructed her 
daughter in the house to 
find her other children out-
side, and shortly after they 
all reconvened.

Remarkably, no one was 
seriously hurt. Even the 
animals, the dogs in the 
kennels, were unharmed. 
Some of the crops had been 
damaged, with debris and 
wood scattered across the 
fields and sheds demol-
ished. But everyone was 
safe, for which they all say 
they are thankful.

The next morning, mem-
bers of the community 
poured in to help those in 
need, cleaning up the far-

flung debris. By Monday, 
they were already starting 
to put up the walls for the 
new implement shed that 
had been destroyed.

According to the town-
ship and Environment 
Canada, about four or five 
homes were damaged, with 
the majority of the destruc-
tion taking place over pri-
vate property. There were 
no reports of any serious 
injuries.

The tornado that touched 
down in Hawkesville Friday 
about 7:30 p.m. landed in 
a field north of the Moser 
Young and Ament Line, 
and cut a swathe west to 
east about six kilometres, 
said Coulson, as well as 
slightly southward before 
dissipating near the end 
of Ament Line, just north 
of Hawkesville Road. The 
entire storm cell that gener-
ated the tornado may have 
lasted about 25 to 30 min-
utes, he said.

Elsewhere in the town-
ship, the damage was mini-
mal. Local and regional 
roads were cleared of the 
debris, while a hydro pole 
was reportedly knocked 
down.

FAISAL ALI
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OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 9am-4pm; Closed Sundays519-669-8282

Fast, Friendly & Professional Service

10 Church St. W., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST/OWNER

• Compression Stockings
   (Standard & Customized)

• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose 
   Monitor & Teaching 
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPER ATED

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H
Happy to
Continue

serving you
in our current
location for

years to
come.

New EP in tow, new band Excuses Excuses set to head out on tour
ALI WILSON

ALI WILSON

Circumstances at the 
venue forced them to 
change their Elmira show, 
but local band Excuses 
Excuses will be heading on 
tour this week nonetheless.

The re-imagined band 
of Stained Glass Army’s 
Kyle Wilton and Trevor 
Bowman were set to return 
home with new bandmate 
Jason Nicoll to kick off the 
band’s first tour.

No matter how cheery 
your disposition, chances 
are you’ll be taking a dim 
view of things come August 
21 – you and everybody 
else, as we experience a 
solar eclipse.

Here, it’ll only be a par-
tial eclipse blocking out 
the sunshine, but that’s 
not good enough for some 
local astronomy buffs who 
are prepared to go to great 
lengths for the full effect.

Take Sergio Mammoliti, 
for instance. The St. Cle-
ments resident and a vice-
president of the Kitchener-
Waterloo Astronomy Club 
will be jumping in a car to 
drive 15 hours to an airfield 
in St. Joseph, Missouri with 
a backup plan to view his 
first total solar eclipse at 
the Manning Grain park-
ing lot in Nebraska after 
connecting with the owner 
online.

Occurring when the disk 
of the moon appears to 

 Although reminiscent 
of the Stained Glass Army 
sound, Wilton says Excuses 
Excuses leans a bit more 
towards the punk side of 
rock.

“With the last band, I 
would describe it as a rock 
band – we played quite a 
variety of stuff. This is a 
little more focused on punk 
rock,” he said, noting that 
with its alternative edge, 
it sounds closer to Billy 
Talent or the Foo Fighters. 

completely cover the sun 
in the sky, the total solar 
eclipse will only be vis-
ible across the continental 
America – the first such 
event since 1979.

So why Missouri or 
Nebraska area? Mammo-
liti says the strategy when 
eclipse hunting is to chose 
a location that will pro-
vide the best probability 
of having a clear sky – and 
of course has to be in the 
track of the total eclipse.

While other members 
of the astronomy club are 
travelling towards the likes 
of Wyoming, his group cre-
ated a few limitations on 
their trip while choosing a 
destination.

“We kind of put a limit 
of 15-16 hours of driving 
and that put us in that Mis-
souri,” he said. “So what 
it came down to for us ‘is 
what are the odds of us 
having a clear sky?’ and 
that is when that came into 
our minds.”

As the second and final 

solar eclipse of the year, 
and only total solar eclipse, 
the phenomenon is pre-
dicted to last a total of two 
minutes and 40 seconds.

“Now my family thinks 
I’m insane,” he jokes. “Well 
we are driving 15 hours for 
a two-and-a-half-minute 
event – it is a total of 30 
hours there and back – and 
at the face of it, it is, well, 
insane.”

Despite the duration, the 
trip is really worth it for the 
amateur astronomer. 

“Well, this is convenient 
because it is close-ish,” 
noting an even closer one 
coming through Niagara 
Region … it isn’t doing so 
until 2024. “We have got 
a couple of club members 
who do this for fun, to hear 
other members describe 
it as a surreal experience, 
especially for an amateur 
astronomer, but no it is 
definitely something I have 
really wanted to see.”

If you aren’t making the 
trek across the border and 
instead watching from 
the comfort of your home, 
Mammoliti gives some in-
sight into what you will see 
– and how to observe it.

“So you might possibly 
notice it being a bit dim-
mer, the sun is just so 
stinking bright, but three-
quarters of the sun will be 
blocked out here – if you 
can get yourself a pair of 
eclipse glasses or even 
welding goggles would 
workto dim out the light 
of the sun; it will look like 
the Cookie Monster took a 
big bite out of it, but three-
quarters of it will be gone 
so it will appear like a cres-
cent moon.”

“So it is fairly similar to 
what we used to do, just a 
little bit more refined. And 
obviously with the new 
member, our writing style 
changed a little bit just 
from different influences 
from the musicians.”

The band was conceived 
after Stain Glass Army 
wound down.

“We lost some members 
and decided to still keep 
going because, Trevor and 
I, it is what we love doing,” 

he said, noting that the trio 
of Wilton, Bowman and 
Nicoll was conceived after 
the Elmira boys met Nicoll 
while attending school in 
Kingston. “He worked out 
perfectly with us and we 
decided to keep going. We 
weren’t really finished with 
playing music, it is really 
just our passion.”

The tour will be taking 
the group through six cities 
over close to a week and a 
half period with stops in 

Guelph, Hamilton, Toron-
to, Montreal, Kingston and 
Oshawa.

As a high energy group, 
Wilton says they cater to 
the lovers of live perfor-
mances. 

“That is really just what 
we focused on: lots of 
crowd interaction. We like 
to make sure that everyone 
is involved as much as we 
can and just put on a good 
visual and sonic experience 
for everyone,” he said. “We 

just try to make sure that 
everybody is entertained.”

Earlier this year, the 
group released their debut 
EP, which features five 
songs, and set them out 
to tour all around Ontario 
with the likes of rock bands 
such as Bleeker.

“It is always kind of hard 
because my favourite is 
probably different from 
what necessarily our fans 

There goes 
the sun, for 
a little while
St. Clements amateur astronomer 
plans drive to Missouri to take in 
the full solar eclipse on Aug. 21

TOUR | 4

Amateur astronomer Sergio Mammoliti is traveling to Missouri to view firsthand the total solar eclipse on August 21, the first in the 
continental U.S. since 1979. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

SKY WATCHING / HEAVENLY DISPLAY
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Local band Excuses Excuses is travelling across Ontario on their first major tour. Kyle Wilton, Trevor Bowman and Jason Nicoll will be reaching stages in Guelph, Hamilton, Toronto, Montreal, 
Kingston and Oshawa. [SUBMITTED]

are pleased to announce the
merger of their practices in

Scott Grainger 
& Cynthia Hastings

Real Estate Purchases, Sales and 
Mortgages

Wills, Powers of Attorney and Estates

Criminal, Family and Civil Litigation

Corporate Law, Business Transactions 
and Restructuring

Notaries Public

OUR SERVICES:

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Cynthia L. Hasting BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca 519-669-0237

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

FREE Naps with 
every Lash Service
Lash 
Extensions 
$80

$60
FULL
SET

Lash Fill

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from August 21st – August 26th

FreshFresh Boneless

Turkey Breast Ground 
Chicken

$4.99 REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

Store Made Great Canadian or Maple 

Smoked 
Sausages

REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb.

$6.99 REG. PRICE
$4.49 /lb.

$3.49
Store Made Smoked

Pork Chops
REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb.

$4.99
Store Made Deli Sliced 

Onion Loaf
REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99
3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Beef & Pork 
Burgers

Store Made 12 x 4 oz. 

REG. PRICE
$14.99 ea.

$12.99

fixed,” said Tony Dowling.
Woolwich officials re-

ceived an alert from En-
vironment Canada about 
7:40 p.m. on August 11. At 
that point, they opted to 
sound the shelter-in-place 
sirens – currently active in 
Elmira and Breslau – and 
to send out messages via 
the CAN system.

The first phone calls 
went out about 7:58 p.m., 
said township fire chief 
Dale Martin.

At that point, however, 

the severe weather had 
passed, with an EF-2 (wind 
speeds estimated at 180 
kilometres) tornado hav-
ing touched down near 
Hawkesville in neighour-
ing Wellesley Township. 
With more storm cells 
lingering in the area, 
however, officials didn’t 
broadcast an “all clear” 
message until about 10:30 
that night.

The timing of the calls 
was an issue for West 
Montrose resident Chris 
Sabean.

“I received a call at 8:10 
p.m. from the township 
that there was a tornado 
warning and to take cover. 
My family was already 
in the basement,” she 
wrote in an email to both 
Brenneman and Martin.

“Another neighbour, 
who three weeks ago had 
updated all her family’s 
emergency contact info 
with the township, didn’t 
receive a phone call at 
all. Some people received 
calls, and others didn’t.  

“Another neighbour 

didn’t receive the warning 
call but she did get one at 
11:15 p.m. to say the torna-
do warning was over. What 
good is that?” she asked.

Unlike flooding situa-
tions, where the township 
works with the Grand Riv-
er Conservation Authority, 
Woolwich has no direct 
contact from Environment 
Canada when it comes 
to weather warnings, 
Brenneman noted. In-
stead, officials rely on the 
same text and email alerts 
available to the public.

That lag in receiving no-
tifications, along with the 
time it takes to prepare the 
automated phone system 
with warning messages, 
accounts for the timing, 
Martin explained.

“It takes a bit of effort 
to do.”

Once the township de-
cided to use the CAN sys-
tem, some 10,000 phone 
numbers were dialed. The 
system does about 1,200 
calls per minute.

While there were severe 
thunderstorm warnings 

in effect earlier in the eve-
ning, Woolwich activates 
its emergency procedures 
only when tornadoes may 
develop. That process is 
something of a backup 
to Environment Canada, 
which issues its warnings 
through a variety of medi-
ums.

“That’s what we act on – 
just the tornado warning,” 
said Martin, noting severe 
thunderstorm warnings 
are fairly common. “Peo-
ple have to realize that 
ours is secondary to Envi-
ronment Canada.”

Officials acknowledged 
that some residents re-
ported they didn’t receive 
one or both of the auto-
mated messages, prompt-
ing a review. Likewise, the 
township will be looking 
into receiving better infor-
mation about storms more 
quickly from Environment 
Canada, said Brenneman.

There will also be a dis-
cussion about installing 
warning sirens in commu-
nities beyond Elmira and 
Breslau. There is a disused 
one in St. Jacobs, but none 
in other settlements, he 
said, adding that there are 
talks with the other mu-
nicipalities in the region to 
look at a joint program.

A similar review of pro-
cedures followed the June 
23 flood that hit parts of 
the township, particularly 
in West Montrose and Con-
estogo. The province has 
announced funds will be 
available under its disaster 
recovery assistance pro-
gram, but township offi-
cials have yet to hear from 
residents with questions 
about the program.

PROTOCOL: Still smarting from flood communication issues, residents want answers 

TOUR:  
Elmira venue 
changed, but 
the show must 
go on without 
any Excuses

FROM | COVER

favourite would be, defi-
antly our most popular 
song is The Outsider, but 
personally I really like (Is 
That) What You Meant,” he 
said of picking a favourite 
track. “It is a very personal 
song to me, so that one 
definitely really sticks in 
my mind.

“It is just about kind of 
following your passions 
and your dreams and mak-
ing your life what you want 
it to be, not necessarily 
what other people want 
you to be.”

Following the tour, the 
band is looking forward to 
heading into the studio this 
fall to work on their new 
album. 

FROM | 3
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POLICE BLOTTER

Provincial 
police tally 
three dead, 
more than 400 
charges over 
long weekend
With its traffic data 
now finalized, the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) is 
reporting three fatal road 
collisions over the Civic 
Day long weekend, updat-
ing its preliminary “move 
over” campaign results.  

The first collision oc-
curred on August 4 in Pe-
terborough County, claim-
ing the life of a 20-year-old 
woman. The other two col-
lisions occurred on August 
7, one in Lanark County 
that resulted in the death 
of a 35-year-old woman 
and the other in Southern 
Georgian Bay in which a 
22-year-old man was killed. 

The OPP laid a total of 
413 “move over” charges 
over the weekend against 
drivers who failed to slow 
down and/or move over 
a lane for emergency ve-
hicles and tow trucks that 
were parked on the road-
side with their emergency 
lights activated.

FIREFIGHTERS RESPOND TO COLLISION IN WELLESLEY

ANOTHER COLLISION AT ELMIRA INTERSECTION

One driver was transported to hospital following a two-vehicle collision on Hutchison Road near Wellesley village Friday afternoon. The collision between a white GMC pickup truck and a 
black Lincoln SUV drew emergency responders to a location near Queen’s Bush Road about 1:30 p.m. Police continue to investigate. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

A black Cadilac escalade and blue Kia Soul collided at the intersection of Union Street and South Field Drive in Elmira on Tuesday morning. 
There were no reported injuries, though the condition of one of the cars involved was deemed “not drivable” by Waterloo Regional 
Police. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Traps positive for 
West Nile virus

Regional Public Health officials are 
advising residents to take precautions 
against mosquitoes after two mosquito 
traps tested positive this week for 
West Nile virus. The traps were located 
in Cambridge and Kitchener. 

These are the first positive traps of 
mosquitoes identified in Waterloo 
Region this year, officials report. There 
have been no human cases of the virus 
to date.

West Nile virus has already been 
detected at various locations across 
Ontario this season, and Public Health 
is urging residents to take precautions 

when venturing outdoors:
• Wear light-coloured, tightly 

woven long-sleeved shirts, pants 
and a hat.

• Minimize time spent outdoors at 
dusk and dawn.

• Apply a repellent containing 
DEET or icaridin. Eucalyptus plant 
compounds and soybean oil are 
other alternatives.

• Make sure that house door and 
window screens fit tightly and 
have no holes that would allow 
mosquitoes to enter.

• Eliminate mosquito breeding 
grounds, such standing water on 
your property to reduce places 
where mosquitoes can breed 
including water in bird baths, 

eaves troughs, and flower pot 
saucers.

• Don’t allow outdoor objects to 
collect water.

• Keep pool covers drained of 
standing water. 

Municipalities 
want sales tax 

Looking for yet more money, the 
Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario wants a one per cent sales tax 
devoted solely to local infrastructure 
services such as roads, bridges and 
transit.

Municipal politicians and bureau-
crats, including representatives from 
Woolwich, met in Ottawa this week, 

with AMO president Lynn Dollin calling 
for the sales tax.

Growing needs and costs are putting 
too much pressure on property taxes, 
the organization argues, estimating 
that municipal governments face an 
annual shortfall of about $4.9 billion 
for the next 10 years to maintain 
current services and address the 
infrastructure gap. 

“We’ve done our homework, and it’s 
clear that property taxes can’t keep up 
with growing local needs,” said Dollin 
in a release. “Municipalities have been 
funded the same way for decades. 
Obviously, times have changed and if 
we want to build communities for the 
future, municipal governments need a 
greater local share of tax dollars.”

Area home sales 
down in July

In July there was a total of 558 
residential sales through the Multiple 
Listing System (MLS) of the Kitchener-
Waterloo Association of Realtors, a 
decline of 5.1 per cent compared to the 
same month last year, but still slightly 
above the previous five-year average 
for July (542).

July’s sales bring the year-to-date 
total to 4,387 residential units, an 
increase of 6.9 per cent compared to 
2016, the association reports.

Residential sales in July included 
365 detached homes (on par with 
July 2016), and 113 condominium units 

(down 21.5 per cent), which includes 
any property regardless of style 
(i.e. semis, townhomes, apartment, 
detached etc.). Sales also included 38 
semi-detached homes (down 20.8 per 
cent) and 36 freehold townhouses (up 
44 per cent).

The average sales price of all 
residential sales increased 17.4 per cent 
to $455,217 compared to July 2016. 
Detached homes sold for an average 
price of $519,507 for an increase of 14.7 
per cent, while the average sale price 
for an apartment-style condominium 
was $277,866, for an increase of 13.9 
per cent. Townhomes and semis sold 
for an average of $350,342 (up 22.8 per 
cent) and $352,721 (up 14.3 per cent) 
respectively.

Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca
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2:30 PM | Perth County OPP 
charged a 19-year-old Kitchener 
woman in relation to a head-on 
crash that took place on Line 86 
east of Listowel. She was driving 
a Chevrolet Cruze eastbound on 
Perth Line 86 when she attempted 
to make a pass. The driver entered 
into the oncoming lane and col-
lided head-on with a westbound 
Toyota Matrix. The 68-year-old 
male driver of the Toyota Matrix 
and a 69-year-old female pas-
senger, both from Wellington 
North, were taken to hospital with 
non-life-threatening injuries. The 
driver of the Chevrolet sustained 

minor injuries, and was subse-
quently charged with ‘careless 
driving.’ She has a court appear-
ance scheduled for Provincial 
Offences Act court in Stratford on 
September 5.

A U G U S T  1 4

6:47 AM | A motorist was 
pulled over at Arthur Street and 
Listowel Road in Elmira for driving 
under suspension, also receiving a 
ticket for a validation violation.

7:56 AM | Waterloo Regional 
Police received a report of a break-
and-enter involving trailers on a 
work site on Katherine Street South 

near Winterbourne. Sometime 
between August 12 at 6 p.m. and 
the time of the report, two trailers 
were entered by suspects who cut 
off the locks. The trailers contained 
tools being used at the home-
building site.

3:47 PM | Police responded 
to collision between two vehicles 
travelling on Line 86 in Wellesley 
Township. There were no injuries. 

4:32 PM | The Dollarama 
store near the St. Jacobs Farmers’ 
Market reported a shoplifting 
incident involving the theft of 
chocolate bars.

All proceeds going to the 
Elmira Wagon Rides, bringing passengers 

to and from the train. 
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WOOLWICH CAN RIGHTLY TAKE flak for 
its handling of the flood in June, but the se-
vere storm/tornado that passed through the 
area last week is an entirely different matter.

Residents, particularly in West Montrose, challenged 
the lack of timely communication from the township af-
ter a large downpour in the northern reaches of the Grand 
River watershed caused flooding on June 23. Officials, 
both of the Grand River Conservation Authority and the 
township, followed the rising water for hours before is-
suing widespread warnings. With severe thunderstorms 
that can span tornadoes, conditions develop quickly and 
can disappear just as rapidly, leaving little time for warn-
ings.

Moreover, township officials point out that they get 
the same Environment Canada storm warnings that are 
issued to the public, whereas there is direct interaction 
with the GRCA when it comes to floods. 

There is an unavoidable lag between the time the town-
ship is notified of a potential emergency situation and 
the decision to deploy the community alert network, a 
system that automates messages to residents via phone 
calls. With a typically slow-moving flood, warnings can 
be issued well in advance. That’s unlikely to be an option 
with a quick-changing storm system.

In reviewing the fallout from the June flood, the town-
ship has pledged to make changes to the timing of its 
warnings. With severe weather and tornadoes, there 
probably isn’t a whole lot more to be done: the events are 
likely to be over long before any warnings can be issued. 
Furthermore, Environment Canada has a widespread 
warning system, including television, radio and internet 
options for getting the word out.

That approach may not satisfy everyone, but such is the 
reality of the situation.

People’s expectations do differ, however. Some people 
assume that the mystical “they” will look after things, no 
matter what occurs, moving quickly to blame mode. To 
be sure, politicians and bureaucrats (public and private 
sectors) can and should be blamed for a host of failures – 
we certainly need more of that kind of finger-pointing ... 
and recriminations. But there are instances where expec-
tations can’t and shouldn’t be met. 

There are some risks that can be mitigated. Some even 
that should. But quick-changing weather events can’t be 
predicted with accuracy, and certainly not in any time-
frame that would permit adequate warning, let alone 
time to respond. There are risks beyond our control.

That’s not to say that forecasting models, weather 
tracking and real-time updates aren’t possible someday 
– such things are certainly being researched, and technol-
ogy improves daily. For now, however, we have to temper 
our expectations when it comes to what “they” – govern-
ments, typically – can do. 

Thankfully, tornadoes are a fairly rare occurrence in 
these parts – predictions of increasingly severe weather 
notwithstanding – so the events that played out last Fri-
day aren’t going to be repeated any time soon. In other ar-
eas, however, tornadoes are much more common – there’s 
a reason there’s an area called Tornado Alley out on the 
Great Plains – yet neither bureaucracies nor technology 
have allowed people there to avoid death and destruction. 

Woolwich should and will be tweaking its emergency 
response protocol in response to the flood and tornado, 
but we would be well advised not to expect any miracles.

Township’s role 
differs in flood vs. 
tornado warnings

Last week I wrote a 
piece on the political crisis 
in Venezuela. Then later I 
wrote an article on Donald 
Trump’s hyperbolic lan-
guage about North Korea. 
But it never occurred to me 
that the next article would 
be about Trump, North Ko-
rea and Venezuela. I forgot 
about the Reagan Gambit.

In October, 1983, U.S. 
president Ronald Reagan 
had a little problem. A 
massive truck-bomb had 
killed 241 American Ma-
rines in their barracks at 
Beirut airport. That was 
more than a quarter of the 
total American force de-
ployed as “peacekeepers” 
to Lebanon – a deployment 
that had already become 
controversial in the United 
States. So Reagan had some 
explaining to do.

In another part of the 
world entirely, the tiny 
Caribbean island nation of 
Grenada, pop. 90,000, had 
another military coup – a 
coup within the coup. A 
radical pro-Cuban politi-
cian called Maurice Bishop, 

Trump taking a page from the Reagan Gambit?
who had overthrown the 
elected government, was 
executed by his fellow 
revolutionaries over some 
minor differences of opin-
ion. A pity, perhaps, but of 
no more importance to the 
rest of the world than Gre-
nada itself.

The Cold War was run-
ning quite hot in this pe-
riod, so although the island 
had no strategic value the 
American right was getting 
upset about Russians and 
Cubans building an airport 
on Grenada. In the normal 
course of events this would 
probably not have led to 
an American invasion, but 
Reagan badly needed a po-
litical distraction.

On October 25, precisely 
two days after the bomb-
ing of the Marine barracks 
in Beirut, the U.S. military 
began a full-scale invasion 
of Grenada on Reagan’s or-
ders. It was one of history’s 
most one-sided battles – 
only 19 Americans killed, 
although the U.S. handed 
out 5,000 medals for merit 
and valour – but it did the 
trick.

A friend said to me at the 
time that Reagan had gone 
home and kicked the cat, 
which was true enough, 
but conquering Grenada 

didn’t just make him feel 
better. There’s only room 
for one lead story at a time, 
and Grenada pushed Beirut 
aside in the U.S. media. 
When Reagan quietly 
pulled the remaining Ma-
rines out of Lebanon four 
months later, few people 
even remembered to ask 
what those other Marines 
had died for.

And now Donald Trump, 
stumbling deeper each day 
into a confrontation with 
North Korea over nuclear-
armed ICBMs he swore that 
Pyongyang would never 
get, may be looking for a 
way out. So on Sunday, he 
said: “We have many op-
tions for Venezuela – and 
by the way, I am not going 
to rule out a military op-
tion.”

He said it although no-
body had asked him if he 
was planning to invade 
Venezuela. (It hadn’t oc-
curred to anybody that 
he might.) And he said it 
from his golf course in New 
Jersey. (Reagan made his 
Grenada decision on a golf 
course too). And it certain-
ly did take North Korea out 
of the news for at least one 
or two cycles.

He then offered a classic 
Trumpian non-justification 

for threatening to use mili-
tary force in Venezuela: 
“This is our neighbour. You 
know, we are all over the 
world and we have troops 
all over the world in places 
that are very, very far away. 
Venezuela is not very far 
away and the people are 
suffering, and they are dy-
ing. We have many options 
for Venezuela, including a 
possible military option if 
necessary.”

So be on your best be-
haviour, all you other gov-
ernments in Latin America 
and Canada, or he might 
come for you too. But is he 
actually planning to invade 
Venezuela, a fairly well-
armed country of 30 mil-
lion people?

Trump has already given 
President Nicolas Maduro’s 
beleaguered regime a pro-
paganda gift by strengthen-
ing its argument that its 
opponents are all traitors 
and American spies. Does 
he realize that an Ameri-
can invasion of Venezuela 
would trigger both a bloody 
civil war and a prolonged 
anti-American resistance 
movement?

Probably not. He knows 
that Venezuela is a super-

DYER | 8

Rapidly changing weather does make spreading the word difficult, even in the era of instant communication.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Perhaps not North Korea, but a war might be just the distraction Trump seeks

The sirens that sound-
ed in Elmira last Friday 
night warned of storm 
activity, not an impending 
shower of nuclear bombs. 
Despite the posturing – i.e. 
appendage swinging – of 
Donald Trump and Kim 
Jung Un, climbing under 
our desks is unlikely. 

Conjuring up apocalyptic 
images that may play to the 
evangelical base, or perhaps 
just going big – uuuuuge, 
even – with the hyperbole, 
Trump offered up “fire and 
fury” in response to North 
Korea’s nuclear threats. It 
was most unstatesman-like, 
but not likely the actual 
outcome in the escalat-
ing war of words between 
Washington and Pyong-
yang. 

While American presi-
dents have seen their war-
making powers increase 
post-9/11, Trump is unlikely 
to jump headlong into a war 
with North Korea for a vari-
ety of entirely rational rea-
sons, suggests University of 
Waterloo political scientist 

Aaron Ettinger.
“There’s not much risk of 

his waging war or interven-
ing militarily by the stroke 
of a pen,” says Ettinger, who 
conducted a study of U.S. 
military interventions since 
2001, recently published 
in the Canadian Foreign 
Policy Journal.

He found that the actions 
of Trump predecessors 
George W. Bush and Barack 
Obama have effectively 
expanded the authority 
of presidents to go to war, 
altering the shared power 
with the Congress in place 
since the end of the Viet-
nam war.

The study chronicles the 
way Bush and Obama navi-
gated around consultation 
and authorization proto-
cols with Congress and the 
United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC), setting a 
precedent that presidents 
could unilaterally go to war 
as opposed to seeking au-
thorization from Congress.

“Right now, Donald 
Trump has an enormous 
amount of power to launch 
military action, perhaps 
more than any president 
since the Vietnam War. 
Trump’s predecessors left a 
legacy of military adventur-

ism that suits his aggressive 
style.” 

In a gray world, black-or-
white thinking is Trump’s 
métier, never more so in his 
saber-rattling pronuncia-
tions before the cameras 
or on Twitter. The military 
posturing, in particular, 
illustrates his authoritar-
ian tendencies – see, for 
instance, his regard for the 
generals he’s brought into 
his inner circle – and plays 
to his base of supporters. 

“He said things that are 
just about as bombastic 
as we’ve ever heard. It ap-
peals to a certain type of 
muscular conservative or 
muscular nationalist,” says 
Ettinger of Trump’s breast-
beating. “He’s almost a 
caricature of aggressive 
masculinity.”

The exchange with North 
Korea is in keeping with 
other Trump posturing, 
though with the added 
threat of nukes. It’s a trash-
talking approach akin to the 
weigh-in at a boxing match, 
he notes.

It’s certainly not the kind 
of talk we expect from poli-
ticians, let alone the presi-
dent of the United States 
– “Even George W. Bush 
sounds eloquent and mod-

erate by comparison.”
Such so-called straight 

talk is part of what appealed 
to those who elected Trump 
last fall. He tells it like it is 
... or like the base thinks it 
is, which is what matters. 
He’s not another mealy-
mouthed politician, the 
kind that talks out of both 
sides of his mouth without 
really saying anything.

That is actually an ap-
pealing characteristic – we 
have too many pablum-
spewing officials – but 
would be much more useful 
if there were a few informed 
opinions behind Trump’s 
public statements. Instead, 
we get the sense that little 
thought and even littler 
knowledge plays into his 
opinions. Off the cuff is all 
he’s got.

That doesn’t come as any 
surprise to anyone who’s 
been paying attention, 
says Ettinger. Today’s pro-
nouncements are indicative 
of his mindset going back 
25 years – his books show 
a fairly shallow knowledge 
of issues and public af-
fairs, and a filter of looking 
at issues as if they were 
business deals – a “transac-
tionalism” approach to all 
matters.

“There’s nowhere in the 
constitution that says you 
have to be smart” to be 
president, Ettinger jokes of 
Trump’s shallow thinking.

Is there a danger, though, 
that the bombast and ego 
will start a war with con-
sequences well beyond 
threats of fire and brim-
stone? Not likely, even if it 
falls within the president’s 
growing powers to make 
war.

“I think he could, but I 
don’t think he will.”

Theoretically, as the 
commander in chief, all it 
would take is his command 
to launch a nuke, but the 
military is a big, complex 
organization with some 
checks and balances of its 
own. The threat to the U.S. 
itself is fairly small – threats 
to Guam notwithstanding – 
but any kind of war would 
be catastrophic for South 
Korea and Japan, certainly.

For all his threats just 
now, Trump is more likely 
to simply declare victory 
and let something else oc-
cupy his short attention 
span. 

“I foresee this kind of 
fading away, at least from 
public view,” says Ettinger 
of the situation in North 

Korea. Diplomatic work will 
go on behind the scenes, 
with the parties coming 
up with some way for both 
sides to save face.

Still, there’s plenty of fod-
der for pundits and political 
scientist alike to chew on 
just now.

“There’s a long history 
of theorizing in this field 
about what would happen if 
there was a crazy person in 
the U.S. or Russia or China 
with his finger on the red 
button,” he notes. 

Today is much closer to 
theory than many people 
might like, but the unthink-
able is likely to remain un-
doable. 

That said, many a war has 
been waged for the distrac-
tion value and patriotic 
boost it gives to leaders, 
elected and/or despotic 
alike. As Gwynne Dyer asks 
this week, is Trump setting 
up for his own version of 
Ronald Reagan’s Grenada? 

North Korea probably 
isn’t on that list. But Trump 
has made military-option 
references to the goings-on 
in Venezuela, for instance. 
That’s one that stumps Et-
tinger, who notes the U.S. 

What is your favourite part of the Drayton Fair?

“Well, the demolition derby. You can’t beat it!”

 » Andrew & Abigail Kelly

“My favourite part is the community.”

 » Dianne Schieck

“The animals, the demolition derby and the 
food. Schnitzel!”

 » Basil Della Valley

“The crafts - the home craft building.”

 » Carol Della Valley

“We came for the animals.”

 » Niusha Nedescu

“It is up to the Ontario government to ensure that education is well-rounded – and not a vehicle for industry to promote its own agenda.” Riana Topan | 8

KANNON | 8
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NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Trump has a scattershot 
approach dealing with issues
FROM | 6
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power in the “Miss Uni-
verse” universe, but he will 
not have read the full brief-
ing paper unless they re-
membered to put his name 
in every paragraph (and he 
may have caught onto that 
trick by now).

It would be nice if this 
threat about Venezuela 
were evidence that Trump 
knows he is in over his 
head with North Korea and 
is looking for a face-saving 
way out, but it’s not likely 
to be true. It’s much more 
likely to be just another 
example to his scattershot 
approach to dealing with 
a problem: create as many 
other problems as possible, 

and the pressure will come 
off.

Ronald Reagan knew he 
had walked into a hornet’s 
nest in Lebanon, and just 
needed to create a diver-
sion while he found a way 
of getting American troops 
out of the Middle East. It’s 
not clear that Trump even 
understands that he is in 
deep trouble, and that he is 
at risk of starting a nuclear 
war in order to prevent one.

Stream-of-consciousness 
decision-making is unfail-
ingly interesting, if you are 
using “interesting” in the 
sense of the faux-Chinese 
curse: “May you live in in-
teresting times.” But in real 
life, that’s the last place 
you want to live.

Natural gas conservation has considerable potential to save residents 
and businesses money and energy, and to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. While funding for Ontario’s natural gas conservation 
programs has almost doubled, they are still underfunded; although 
natural gas supplies 37% of Ontario’s energy use (compared to the 
20% supplied by electricity), conservation programs for natural gas 
received 85% less funding than for electricity in 2015.

 » Jan Slomp, president of Canada’s National Farmers Union, takes aim at the NAFTA 
negotiations that got underway this week

“Under NAFTA and its forerunner, the Canada-U.S. FTA, farm input 
costs have gone up and inflation-adjusted commodity prices have 
dropped, yet the farmer’s share of the grocery dollar is smaller. We 
export more, but imports have increased faster, which means our 
share of our own domestic market is actually shrinking. NAFTA and 
the FTA have not helped farmers.” 

 » From the Aug. 17, 2002 edition of The Observer

Construction could begin this fall on St. Jacobs’ first major 
residential development in more than a decade following 
Woolwich Township’s approval of the Valley View Heights 
subdivision.  Meeting as a committee of the whole Aug. 13, 
councillors gave the green light to the project that will see 200 new 
residential units—a mix of single-family, semi-detached and 
apartment units—on a 40-acre site at the south end of the village.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

Programs aimed 
at students should 
take a balanced 
approach to info. 

To the Editor,
Re: Spreading the word 

about the agri-food indus-
try (Observer, Aug. 10/17).

Most Canadians – es-
pecially children – could 
benefit from better knowl-
edge of where their food 
comes from. A 2013 report 
prepared for the Ontario 
Public Health Association 
found “key areas where 
Canadians are struggling 
with food literacy.” In-
school education programs 
no doubt will play a criti-
cal role in addressing this 
issue. Indeed, the Ontario 
government is continuing 
its partnership with AgS-
cape, an educational not-
for-profit that promises to 
provide “factual, balanced, 

curriculum-linked food 
literacy programs and re-
sources” to Ontario’s class-
rooms.

AgScape is supported by 
Turkey Farmers of Ontario, 
Ontario Broiler Chicken 
Hatching Egg Producers, 
Dairy Farmers of Ontario, 
Egg Farmers of Ontario, 
the Ontario Pork Produc-
ers Marketing Board and 
many other big agri-food 
organizations. How will 
school children receive an 
unbiased picture of the 
agricultural sector, when 
that education is delivered 
by a group with close ties to 
industry? 

There are positive and 
negative aspects of On-
tario’s agri-food sector, but 
unless AgScape plans to 
explore both, students will 
not get the whole picture. 
An accurate lesson in local 
food must include a discus-
sion of farm animal welfare 
and nutrition. 

Children must learn 

about the hundreds of mil-
lions of animals raised for 
food in Canada each year 
and the poor conditions 
in which most farm ani-
mals currently live. In our 
increasingly factory-like 
farm system, most pigs, 
chickens, and cows are 
rarely afforded sufficient 
opportunity to move about 
freely or engage in natural 
behaviours, let alone enjoy 
fresh air or sunlight. 

Further, AgScape may 
heavily promote meat, 
poultry, dairy and egg 
products as intrinsic parts 
of a healthy diet, despite 
plant-based foods being 
optimal for health, and 
downplay the fact that 
animal agriculture is a ma-
jor contributor to climate 
change. Better education 
in schools is imperative 
to helping children make 

more informed choices, 
like following the Three 
R’s: refining our diets by 
choosing products ad-
herent to higher welfare 
standards, reducing meat 
consumption and replacing 
animal products with more 
plant-based ones. It is up 
to the Ontario government 
to ensure that education is 
well-rounded – and not a 
vehicle for industry to pro-
mote its own agenda.

RIANA TOPAN | HUMANE SOCIETY  
INTERNATIONAL – CANADA

KANNON: Afghanistan a prime 
target for a distracting war
FROM | 7

has plenty of examples 
of what can and does go 
wrong when it interferes 
in other countries, particu-
larly during times of social 
unrest or civil war.

For military adventurism, 

there’s always Afghanistan, 
he suggests, where he could 
put thousands of troops 
back on the ground with the 
stroke of a pen.

But as Trump creates 
daily distractions all on his 
own, that may not be neces-
sary.

www.observerxtra.com/write-a-letter

ALTERNATIVE 
VIEWPOINTS

WANTED
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / GEARING UP

Friends of Hockey works to make 
the game more accessible

GALEA | 11

OPEN
COUNTRY

Keeping it 
reel out on 
the lake

On Friday I decided to 
take my tin boat to a lo-
cal lake for a bit of bass 
fishing. It was a hurried, 
last-minute decision based 
on two things: first, I could 
finally see blue sky and, 
second, the alternative was 
mowing the lawn.

When these factors 
converge, you cannot go 
fishing fast enough. So I 
hitched up the boat and 
trailer, ran in and grabbed 
my fly fishing kit that sits 
by the door. Then I drove 
off to a lake 20 minutes or 
so from my front lawn.

I was apprehensive be-
cause I tried the same thing 
last week only to discover 
that my trailer tire flew 
off the rim the minute I 
moved. Even now, I shud-
der to think of what might 
have happened.

Luckily, I didn’t mow the 
lawn that day, but it was a 
very near thing.

Between then and now, 
I repaired the tire and 
bought a spare, so that I 
will never find myself in 
that horrible predicament 
again. 

That leads to Friday. I 
was excited to get out in my 
little 12-foot tin boat. You 
see, though I have fished a 
fair bit this year, most has 
been river fishing or from 
my canoe. My tin boat and 
little 4-horse had not been 
used since duck season.

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

Friends of Hockey co-director Kyle Rank at the  brand new equipment cage located at the WMC in Elmira. The cage will let the group store their gear right at the arena, making it far easier 
to access and distribute. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Peter Hendershot
Broker

Experience Matters

KW Vision Realty, Brokerage 519-500-4696

GetPeter.ca
Real Estate Broker

In this market

If you or anybody you know are thinking of Buying, Selling 
or Investing in Real Estate I’d love to talk with you.

Hockey may be Canada’s 
national pastime, but it’s 
not an inexpensive one.

To help with the cost of 
playing, Woolwich’s Friends 
of Hockey group this week 
held their big equipment 
swap event before the start 
of the hockey season. The 
group, which has been 
helping kids in the town-
ship get over those costly 
equipment and registration 
expenses since 2009, ran 
the event Wednesday and 
Thursday evening at the 
Woolwich Memorial Centre 
in Elmira.

“If anybody has any used 
equipment that’s in good 
shape, we will take it. And 
we have tons of equip-
ment ready for kids to take 
this upcoming season,” 
said Kyle Rank, one of the 
directors at the Friends of 
Hockey. Rank is encourag-
ing both people with gear to 
give, and people in need of 
some equipment, to come 
by the event or reach out 
anytime to the Friends of 

This week sees big swap event for Woolwich organization that provides equipment for kids

FAISAL ALI

Hockey.
“We take pretty much 

anything that’s in good 
shape. Our biggest things 
are skates, shin pads, shoul-
der pads, elbow pads,” said 

Rank. “And then anything 
red.”

The Woolwich colours 
are, of course, red for the 
minors, and any kids join-
ing a rep or travelling team 

can suddenly find them-
selves in need of some 
colour-coordinated pants, 
gloves and helmets fast.

“So that’s kind of the big 
expenses. Children are play-

ing and then all of a sudden 
they make a rep team or a 
travelling team and then 
they have a little incurred 

Despite flashes of 
lightning, buckets of 
rain and even a tornado to 
start the weekend, players 
took to the field in Welles-
ley for the Don Green 
Memorial slo-pitch tourna-
ment, raising money for 
community projects. 

“I think we’re anticipat-

HOCKEY | 10

Slo-pitch tourney spirit not dampened by rain 
FAISAL ALI ing between $7-$8,000 

profit from the event to go 
towards the (Wellesley & 
District Lions Club) and the 
Don Green Memorial proj-
ect in Wellesley,” estimated 
Blair Cressman, vice-
president of the Wellesley 
& District Lions Club, not-
ing that it could be the best 
year for the tournament 
since he became involved.

The games were slated 
to play out over Friday eve-
ning and most of Saturday, 
but with Friday’s down-
pours and the ominous 
storm-warnings threaten-
ing to interrupt play, some 
of the matches were post-
poned to the next day.

“The storm went right 
through (the fields) and 
then it stopped and it 

cleared up,” said Cress-
man. “But the fields were 
so saturated and there was 
like river running through 
it. So we decided to cancel 
both games and actually 
bump them onto Satur-
day’s schedule at the end 
of the tournament.”

Far from getting stuck 
in the mud, however, they 
were able to make up for 

lost time Saturday without 
missing a beat. In fact, says 
Cressman, the tournament 
might’ve even got some 
utility out of the lousy 
weather.

“I think that actually 
worked out very well,” said 
Cressman. “It made for a 
long Saturday for some of 

DON GREEN | 11
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•RAY FREDERICK 
•COLIN KROPF 
•JEFF JOHNSON

 All sale prices exclude 
H.S.T, and License Fee. 
Fixed rates, based on 

bi-weekly payments O.A.C. 
Finance rates are only good 

for date of publication.

Need
A New

Vehicle?
Visit us
today!

Call one of
our sales reps

today!

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

2014 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING
Well equipped Town & Country model with class leading 3.6 liter 
Pentastar V6 engine with 6-speed automatic transmission,2nd 
and 3rd row stow-n-go seating, power liftgate, power side 
doors, rear back-up camera, power driver’s seat, rear air and 
much more. Finished in white. Has 95,500 kilometers.$19,995. 

154
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 RAM 1500 SLT QUAD CAB 4X4
Has the powerful but economical Pentastar V6 engine with 
8 speed automatic transmission. Well equipped with extras 
including 8.4 inch media center, Uconnect/Bluetooth, rear 
back-up camera, alloy wheels and more. Finished in white. 
Only 66,500 kilometers. $28,995.

222
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.
SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

163
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT PLUS
Very low kilometer trade-in. Has SXT Plus package 
including 2nd and 3rd row Stow-n-go seating, power rear 
window group, Uconnect/Bluetooth, alloy wheels and 
more. Finished in blue. Only 23,300 kilometers. $23,995.

2013 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CREW
Well equipped with 2nd and 3rd row Stow-n-go seating, 
Navigation, rear back-up camera, power liftgate and side doors, 
rear air, rear power window group, power driver’s seat and 
more. Finished in cashmere. Only 93,600 kilometers. $16,995.

130
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT PLUS
Low kilometer one owner trade-in. Very nicely equipped with 
2nd & 3rd row Stow-n-go seating, overhead DVD video unit, 
Navigation, Uconnect/Bluetooth, rear climate system, rear 
power window group, remote start and much more. Finished 
in Maximum Steel. Only 49,100 kilometers. $21,995.

169
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED 4X4
Just traded in, bought from us new. Limited model loaded 
with extras including Navigation, heated and ventilated 
leather seating, back-up camera, power liftgate, auto 
start, trailer tow package and much more. Finished in 
white. Only 69,900 kilometers. $22,995.

177
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

175
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 RAM 1500 SXT QUAD 4X4
One owner trade-in. Has 5.7 V8 Hemi engine,4 wheel 
drive, alloy wheels, trailer hitch, spray-in bedliner, side 
tube steps and more. Finished in white. Only 70,400 
kilometers. $25,995.

277
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED 4X4
“Limited Package” well equipped with Navigation, heated 
leather seats, heated steering wheel, power liftgate, rear 
back-up camera, power sunroof, 20 inch wheel package 
and much more. Previous daily rental. Finished in white. 
Only 38,900 kilometers. $40,995.

cost to get in the red equip-
ment. So anything red is 
always very beneficial,” said 
Rank.

Friends of Hockey help 
kids enter into the sport, 
be it with registration costs 
and purchasing the equip-
ment, but the swap is some-
thing fairly new, says Rob 
Waters, a fellow director at 
the organization.

“Basically, a few years ago 
we decided to take on used 
equipment. Many people 
were asking us to do this 
because so many people 
have really good equipment 
in their garage or basement 

that they wanted to donate,” 
said Waters, noting it was a 
hit with both parents want-
ing to get rid of old equip-
ment, and people hoping to 
get nice equipment for their 
kids at no cost.

For Rank and Waters, the 
Friends of Hockey mission, 
to give everyone access to 
the sport regardless of their 
financial background, has a 
personal meaning. The or-
ganization was founded by 
Waters’ father, Bob Waters, 
alongside Mark Facoury, 
Jim Radcliffe and Mike 
Parsons as a very small, “be-
hind-the-scenes” operation 
to help people in the com-
munity. When his father 

passed, Waters was asked to 
take over his work.

For Rank, while his fa-
ther, Richard Rank, was not 
a founder, he was support-
ive of the cause, so much so 
that when he passed away 
he bequeathed a sizable 
amount to the organization. 
That donation eventually 
led Rank to become an ac-
tive member of the Friends 
of Hockey.

“I know I was lucky 
enough to always have 
hockey equipment,” says 
Rank. “My dad had known 
a lot of people in town, and 
he kind of knew who was 
getting rid of used equip-
ment and stuff like that, 

HOCKEY: The group is always looking for equipment it can pass on to those in need
FROM | 9 so I always kind of just got 

hand-me-downs from other 
kids, which was great.”

He also had two hockey-
playing siblings, a brother 
and sister, and he empa-
thizes with just how expen-
sive the sport can get for 
families.

“But the big thing for me 
is just being able to help 
out. Hockey has been a big 
part of my life, so [now I’m] 
helping other people get 
involved in the game.”

Waters meanwhile has 
also been a long and storied 
history with minor hockey.

“For the last 10-15 years I 
was the president of Wool-
wich Minor Hockey, I know 

how expensive hockey is,” 
said Waters. “I’ve been in-
volved with this for seven 
years and it’s great to see 
how we can make a differ-
ence in many families and 
give the kids opportunities 
to play hockey.”

Perhaps the biggest dif-
ference at this year’s equip-
ment swap for the Friends 
of Hockey is a new equip-
ment cage that has been 
built at the McLeod Arena 
at the Woolwich Memo-
rial Centre. The space was 
granted to Friends of Hock-
ey to store all their equip-
ment, meaning it’s now far 
closer to the players and far 
more easy to access.

“Before we were dragging 
pickup trucks of equipment 
back and forth, whereas 
(now) everything will be 
there all the time,” Waters 
explained.

For those who missed 
this week’s swap, and are 
either looking for some gear 
for the upcoming season or 
willing to make a contribu-
tion, they can reach out to 
the Friends of Hockey any-
time. The person to contact 
in either case is Jim Rad-
cliffe at 519-210-0660.

“Bring it on by. We can 
find a kid who can use it,” 
said Rank of those with 
equipment they can part 
with.

A DAY ON THE LINKS IN SUPPORT OF WOOLWICH COMMUNITY SERVICES

With the sun shining and the clouds parted, it was an excellent day to be out for the 23rd annual Jeanne Renault Golf Classic, held August 10 at the Conestoga Country Club. The event raised money for WCS’ family violence prevention program. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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For those who have 
never experienced it, let 
me point out every tin 
boat owner feels uncer-
tainty when launching 
their little version of the 
Titanic for the first time 
each season.

You go over the check-
list of things that might 
go wrong. The trailer tire 
might get a flat. Bearings 

might seize. The wiring 
harness might suddenly 
stop working. The hitch 
might fall off. The transom 
and motor might detach 
from the boat after hitting 
a pothole. You might jack-
knife at the boat launch in 
front of dozens of witness-
es. You might forget to put 
in the plug and sink your 
boat at the launch. The 
boat might leak. The motor 
might not start. The oars 

might break because of the 
proximity to a tree. Or all of 
the above. 

Otherwise, this is relax-
ing.

I’m happy to report 
that none of those things 
occurred and the launch 
was a textbook example 
of what happens when 
there is not one witness in 
sight. I backed my trailer 
perfectly and without 
incident down a long nar-

row ramp and stopped 
within inches of where I 
needed to on the first at-
tempt. I then remembered 
to unplug my trailer lights 
and put the plug in the 
boat before launching. 
The rope I tied from the 
boat’s prow to the trailer 
paid out nicely as I backed 
the boat in and floated it. 
And when I drove forward 
I towed the boat gently to 
shore. 

Things couldn’t have 
gone smoother.

The motor started first 
pull. I loaded my gear in 
the boat. There were no 
signs of leaks. There were 
no mosquitoes or deer 
flies. 

I decided to give the mo-
tor a work out to ensure I 
could trust it to take me 
further from the launch.

I ran it at low throttle. 
Then I gunned it up and 

down the lake. I stopped 
and restarted several times, 
just to ensure that there 
were no gremlins to ruin 
my day of fishing. 

After 20 minutes of that, 
I didn’t have a worry in the 
world. 

That’s when I got my fly 
rod out of the case, pulled 
out a fly box and chose a 
killer fly. Then I assembled 
the rod – and realized I left 
my reel at home.

GALEA: No matter how much planning you do in advance, like a cast, things tend to go astray
FROM | 9

CALL 519-206-0336CONESTOGO www.koebelhcm.com
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

 Rebates up to $1400
 Financing Available

UPGRADEUPGRADE

TODAY!TODAY!
YOUR A/CYOUR A/C$5200$5200

FURNACE & A/C
   PACKAGES
FURNACE & A/C
   PACKAGES
STARTING

 AT
STARTING

 AT

CALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILS

$4.99/lb. Reg.$5.99/lb.SMOKED CHOPS
$5.99/lb. Reg.$6.59/lb.

FEATURE ITEM:

MEDIUM WHITE CHEDDAR
ST. ALBERT

REGULAR OR GREEN HERB & GARLIC 

CHICKEN 
SAUSAGE  

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - NOON

Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

$499
/lb. Reg.

$6.20/lb.

BONELESS

The Family Violence Prevention Program would like to 
thank the following businesses and individuals for 

supporting the Jeanne Renault Golf Classic.

Bridgeland Terminals Ltd.
Countour Directional Drilling Ltd. 
Double R Automotive 
Dub-L-E-Auto Service Limited
Frey Building Contractors
M&G Millwrights Limited 
Meadford Tile Limited

Hole Sponsors
North Waterloo Veterinary 
Hospital 
Program Insurance Brokerage
RBC Dominion Securities
RE/MAX Real Estate Centre Inc. 
- Michelle Pock 
Royal LePage Wolle 
Elmira Branch 

Shirley & George Scott
St. Clements Heart & Home 
The Woolwich Observer
Tom Edge & Cynthia Hastings
Woolwich Observer
Voisin Chrysler Ltd.

Alphanon Consultants Inc.
Bauman Printing Inc.

Cart Sponsors
Carstar - Elmira
Higher, Faster, Stronger Chiropractic

Hillcrest Home Baking
Shirley Redekop

Al Zink
Alex & Patty Rempel
Arvanitis & Associates Dentistry by 
Design
Asiri's Treasures 
Belgian Nursery 
Bingemens Splashworks
Block 3 Brewery 
Brian's Foto Source
Brunswick Zone Frederick Lanes
Central Tavern 
Channers
CNE
Conestoga Golf Passes 
Costco 
Court Yard Waterloo St. Jacobs
Dynamic Funds
Edelweiss Tavern 
Eggcetra Restaurant and Deli 
Ellen Rumsey 
Elmira Gift Outlet 

Prize Donors
Elmira Insurance Brokers
Elmira Stove Works
Factory Shoe
Freys Flowers
Grand River Raceway 
Ironwood Golf Club
Johnny Fresco
Kingston 1000 Islands Cruise 
KW Symphony 
Landmark Theatre
Laser Quest
Marble Slab
Max's Sports World
Miller Thomson Avocats | Lawyers 
Moksha Yoga
NAPA
Ontario Science Centre
Players Indoor Golf Club and Sports Bar
Poultry Place
Quality Coating 
Rock Spa

Salon Parastar Spa
Samsonite St. Jacobs 
Sleeman Breweries 
So Chiq Studios 
Steam Whistle Brewery 
SupperWorks Waterloo
The Art Gallery of Ontario
The Centre in the Square
The Keg 
The Kitchener Rangers
THE MUSEUM
The Waterloo Museum 
Tina Reed
TJX
Tooth Works Board Walk 
Toronto Football Club 
Waters Spa 
Wine Kitz 
YMCA Waterloo Stork 
Young Insurance broker

the teams that had to play 
all three of their games on 
Saturday. But it actually 
helped for food service and 
some of our bar consump-
tion just because people 
stuck around longer on the 
Saturday and had more 
food and drink while they 
were waiting for their game 
...  and the weather was just 
great on Saturday.”

He notes that even with 
the delays, they still had 
time on Saturday to hold 
a new event this year: a 
home run derby. Each 
player got ten swings of 
the bat from a pitcher of 
their choice to hit as many 
homeruns as possible. The 
winner was a tie between 
Branden Bisch and Ryan 
Doig, though they ran out 
of time before they could 
determine the outright 
winner with a bonus-
round. 

The games were all about 
having fun, says Cressman. 
And while still technically 
a tournament, with four di-
visions and 16 teams com-
peting for ranks and prize 

money to boot, ask team 
members who actually won 
and what the scoreswere, 
and nobody remembers. 
Cressman doesn’t know, 
though all the teams simul-
taneously claim first place 
while still only midway 
through the competition.

“Nobody cares!” laughs 
Cressman. “They want to 
drink beer and have fun, so 
it’s just great because that 
kind of shows the commu-
nity spirit.” 

The prize money, too, 
goes by the wayside.

“Each year every single 
team, when they announce 
the winners and we have 
their money and we’re 
ready to give them their 
money. We say, ‘the winner 
is the Honey Badgers’ – I 
know the Honey Badgers 
won the B division. And the 
Honey Badgers say, ‘Give it 
back!’ So they donate the 
money back to the Lions 
Club.”

And that’s pretty much 
the way it goes, he said. If 
anybody is keeping track, 
there would be 12 win-
ners (a bronze, silver and 
gold for each of the four 

divisions). But each year, 
“every single one of them 
donated their prize money 
back to the tournament.”

The total amount raised 
is still being counted up, 
says Cressman, but all of it 
cycles back into the com-
munity and local projects. 
This year, the majority is 
going towards the Habi-

tat for Humanity project 
in Wellesley, which the 
Lions Club is supporting, 
while in the past has gone 
towards projects like the 
accessible park and the 
splash pad.

The Don Green Memori-
al Fund, which used to run 
the event before the Lions 
Club took over responsibil-

ity several years ago, also 
benefits from the tourna-
ment. The money raised 
from the tournament goes 
to the Lions Club, who then 
in turn provide a grant for 
the fund that goes towards 
various sports-related ini-
tiatives in the area.

Both the memorial fund 
and the slo-pitch tourna-

DON GREEN: Memorial slo pitch tournament raises funds for Lions Club in Wellesley
FROM | 9

ment are named in honor 
of the late Don Green, a 
patron of the recreation 
activities in Wellesley. 
The tournament has been 
running for more than 30 
years now, while many 
players have continued to 
come back year after year 
for almost as long, notes 
Cressman.

Sporting crazy team costumes and having a blast, players at the Don Green slo-pitch tournament in Wellesley came out Friday and Saturday for some ball and some beer. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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CALL 1 888 2 DONATE for more information or to book an appointment.  Visit www.blood.ca

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

ELMIRA BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

This Elmira Blood Donor 
Clinic announcement is 
brought to you by these 

community-minded 
businesses

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 6am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

1.800.265.6126  |

The Next Clinic at Lion’s Hall, Elmira
Friday, August 25th, 2017 from 2:00pm - 8:00pm

Give Blood …
 to save lives.

Sophia:  
Blood Transfusion
Sunday 6:30am

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

After a stellar per-
formance at the SWORSA 
semi-finals three weeks ago, 
the Woolwich Wave swim 
team continued to ride the 
swell of success all the way 
to the finals this weekend, 
winning the SWORSA 
championship outright for 
the first time since 1994. 

Competing at the Wilmot 
recreation centre on Satur-
day, the team outmanoeu-
vred swimmers from the 
Fergus Flippers and Kincar-
dine Kippers to take home 
not one, but two of the 
three trophies on offer.

There were strong perfor-
mances all around this year, 
said team manager Erin 
Schmidt, with the girls in 
particular doing especially 
well. Besides winning the 
main trophy for the year, 
the Waves claimed the girls’ 
trophy as well, losing out 
on the boys’ trophy to their 
rivals.

“Everybody’s pretty 
excited that we won the 
overall championship and 
the girls’ overall champion-
ship,” said Schmidt.

Naturally, with the suc-
cess of the female contin-
gent of the team, the Wave 
girls crowded the winner’s 
podium this year, taking 
home the gold in the U8, 
U10, U12, U14, as well as 
several silvers and bronzes 
on top of that.

The gold medalist girls 
were Angela Levac in the 
U8 bracket, Isobel Speiran 
in U10, Vanessa Gadsby 
in U12 and Taylor Girling 
in the U14. In the U10 and 
U12s, the Woolwich Wave 

FAISAL ALI

Woolwich Wave take top 
honours at SWORSA
With performance in Wilmot, local swim team takes home 
the association trophy for the first time since 1994

girls secured all three top 
spots of gold, silver and 
bronze, while Speiran and 
Gadsby won at two new 
events this year – in the U10 
50m breaststroke and the 
U12 100m breaststroke, re-
spectively – becoming the 
default record-holders for 
those events.

“They are the record 
holders,” said Schmidt 
of Speiran and Gadsby, 
“and actually those two 
swimmers are fairly really 
quite strong swimmers, 
so I wouldn’t be surprised 
if they held the records 
there for quite a number of 
years.”

The Wave’s less numer-
ous contingent of boys 
scored more than a few 
wins for the team as well, 
earning bronze and silver 
medals from the U8 to 
the U14 groups with Ian 
Speiran clinching the gold 
medal in the boys U12.

“Ian (Speiran) plays a lot 
of hockey in the winter and 
comes and swims in the 
summer when they have 
swimming season and are 
off-season for hockey. He’s 
just an athletic boy and en-
joys swimming.”

Unfortunately, explains 
Schmidt, the ratio of girls to 
boys for the team is about 
two-to-one, meaning the 
boys had a harder time 
competing with their more 
numerous rivals in the Flip-
pers and Kippers. That’s 
one of the things the team 
is hoping to change next 
season.

“I think we’re still going 
to continue to try to build 
the number of boys we 
have, so probably recruit-

ing boys that either want 
to swim all year long or 
even just are strong swim-
mers and are looking for 
something to do in the 
summer like Ian does,” said 
Schmidt.

Medals are awarded by 
adding up the points from 
each swimmer’s individual 
events, and then totalling 
the result over the age 
group. To keep things fair, 
all swimmers are only al-
lowed to participate in a 
maximum of three events.

The SWORSA swim 
league is characterized as 
less competitive and more 
recreational than some of 
the other leagues out there. 
They generally practice 
twice a week, while a lot of 
the emphasis is just on get-
ting kids out and keeping 
them active. But that’s not 
to say that there wasn’t a 
lot of hard work and effort 
involved.

“Yes, everybody was re-
ally excited. They’ve been 
working towards this for 
quite a bit,” said Schmidt. 
“And the coaches too, 
trying to (both get) more 
people involved in the team 
and just practicing really 
hard. Everybody feels pret-
ty excited.”

The team will be going on 
a much deserved break for 
the next few weeks until the 
end of September when the 
winter season begins. All 
that’s left to now, with the 
season over, is to put up the 
hardware.

“We’ve got to find a place 
to put the trophy. We have 
to negotiate a spot at the 
pool amongst all the hockey 
trophies,” says Schmidt.

ON THE RUN IN CONESTOGO

Stage 2 of the ENDURrun wrapped up in Conestogo with competitors finishing up a fast 15km time trial Monday morning. At left, ultimate 
runner Maureen Pecknold is accompanied on her 15km finish. While fellow ultimate competitor Vicki Zandbergen (right) ends her 15km race 
at a fast pace. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Supply management a local 
hot-button issue with NAFTA

A global research 
project to determine why 
farming is tough but possi-
ble for young people is get-
ting underway in Canada, 
the third of four countries 
where it’s being held.

Prof. Sharada Sriniva-
san, who holds the Canada 
Research Chair in Gender, 
Justice and Development 
at the University of Guelph, 
wants to know what imped-
iments face young farmers. 
So, she’s hiring two gradu-
ate students to ask them. 
She’s recruiting now; in-
terviews with farmers will 
take place in the late fall or 
early winter.

Srinivasan says this proj-
ect, supported by the Social 
Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Cana-
da, is unlike other research 
endeavours that have tried 
to find out why young 
people leave farming.

In contrast, she wants to 
know why young people go 
back to the farm and stay 
there, or start farming in-
dependently, and the chal-
lenges they face continuing 
their efforts to grow crops 
and raise livestock. 

“We start with the prem-
ise that they want to be on 
the farm, not leave it, and 
figure out how they’re able 

Students 
helping 
chart 
farming’s 
future
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Efforts to renegotiate the deal got underway this week but could be years before a resolution

NAFTA | 16

{ }Sen•ager 
 (n. a senior who feels like a teenager)

Reignite your youthful spirit and that unforgettable smile.  
Fill your calendar with laughter, new adventures, and delight  
in time spent with family and new friends.  

At The Westhill, we are all young at heart. 

A limited number of two bedroom suites are available. 
Call today to book your personal visit! 

519.725.0525 Westhill.Sifton.com

The reopening of the 
North American Free 
Trade Agreement – talks 
got underway this week – 
is but the latest saga in a 
long history of Canadian 
trade and tariff issues.

“Tariffs,” as the histo-
rian Robert Bothwell put 
it in his Penguin History 
of Canada, “were the great 
theological question of 
nineteenth century poli-
tics,” and not just a Cana-
dian one. With the great 
behemoth of the United 
States to the south, and the 
imperial mother-country, 
ever hungry for the spoils 
of the colonies lying to the 
east, a surfeit of British 
outposts and plantations 
scattered in the Atlantic 
and across the world, and 
a rising domestic industry 

FAISAL ALI and consumer market, 
the question of tariffs has 
wound itself inexorably to 
the history of Canada.

Apparently, the ques-
tion has yet to be properly 
answered. 

The NAFTA negotiations 
that started Wednesday 
follow the election-trail 
promises of Donald Trump 
–  “the worst trade deal in 
history,” he called it – and 
will be coloured by the U.S. 
president’s bellicose words 
and tweets. Canadians 
don’t have any idea what 
to expect at this point.

Not a lot just now, sug-
gests Patricia Goff, associ-
ate professor and chair of 
Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity’s department of politi-
cal science. It could be a 
while.

“I think it’s way too 
early to try to read the tea 

leaves. If you look at the 
various trade negotiations 
that have gone on in recent 
years, they take a long 
time, they take several 
years,” said Goff in an in-
terview Tuesday.

“One of the things we’re 
noticing in the United 
States, there are a lot of 
Congress people, business 
people who are saying ‘do 
no harm.’ Don’t create 
problems for us with this, 
so they will likely reign in 
the negotiations.”

Cooler heads, in other 
words, are likely to prevail. 

Goff also pointed out 
that while Trump mans 
the Twitter account, the 
actual negotiations them-
selves would be headed by 
the U.S. trade representa-
tive Robert Lighthizer, the 
American counterpart in 
this conflict to Canadian 

Foreign Affairs Minister 
Chrystia Freeland.

Trump was elected to of-
fice on the back of his hos-
tility towards such things 
as trade deals and deficits, 
particularly with the 
NAFTA’s third member, 
Mexico, though Canadian 
industries have not been 
immune to itchy Twitter-
fingers. 

Despite his rhetoric, 
Trump seems unlikely to 
“rip up” the NAFTA agree-
ment as he had promised, 
while the looming uncer-
tainty of entering into a 
trade war with the U.S. is 
receding.

“I would say the fear of 
a trade war is considerably 
less now than it was when 
Trump took office, and I 
think there are a couple of 
reasons for that. One, he 
has lost a certain amount 

of his credibility, so that 
has not helped. He just 
doesn’t command the sort 
of fear that he did initial-
ly,” said Goff. 

Secondly, she pointed 
out that the president was 
only an “influencer” in the 
negotiations and thus far 
from a deciding factor.

Still, there is plenty on 
the table, plenty of indus-
tries that can be swayed 
depending on the outcome 
of the negotiations. The 
automotive business – a 
heavily integrated indus-
try with equipment, parts 
and expertise flowing very 
liberally across all three 
borders – has fallen into 
the crosshairs.

Agriculture, meanwhile, 
has not been targeted in a 
broad sense the same way 
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Emergency 
Preparedness

If a disaster happens in your community, it may 
take some time for emergency workers to get to 
you as they help others in desperate need.
You should be prepared to take care of yourself 
and your family for a minimum of 72 hours.

Preparing Your Family 
for an Emergency

Waterloo North Hydro makes every effort to minimize outages, but 
unforeseen circumstances such as weather and accidents can 
lead to power outages.

Power’s   out  ? Go to wnhydro.com/OutageMap 
from your mobile device for updates

Stay safe and comfortable in the event of an 
extended power outage:

Stay at least the length of a school bus away from 
downed powerlines and call us at 519-886-5090

Make sure your cell phone is always charged and 
have a mobile power bank

Have backup power source such as generators for 
life-sustaining equipment, sump pumps, aquariums…

Have an emergency survival kit ready

Don’t use charcoal, gas barbecues or home 
generators indoors

For more tips visit wnhydro.com/PowerOutages

@wnhydro /wnhydro

Make 
a Plan

Stay 
Informed

Build 
a Kit

3044 Sawmill Road
St Jacobs, ON 

N0B 2N0

519-664-3796
www.c-max.cawww.josslin.com

519•669•1611
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Be Prepared in 3 Simple Steps:
1 Know the Risks & Region
Knowing the risks specific to your region can help you 
prepare yourself better. Are floods likely in your area? Is 
there a history of tornados, earthquakes or hurricanes 
in the region? The internet can help you find this 
information. Once you know about the risks in your 
region, you can start preparing for those specific 
situations.

2 Make a Plan
Put your plan in writing, it will help your family know what to do in 
case of emergency. Practise your plan. The plan should include the 
following elements: emergency exits from your home; an escape 
route from your neighbourhood; a previously identified meeting 
location; plans for specific risks, such as what do in case of a flood 
or blackout; emergency contact information & safety information 
i.e. location of the fire extinguisher and how to turn off the electricity 
or gas, if necessary.

Water – Have enough to last for three days.
Food – Non-perishable items that have a long 
shelf life and can be easily consumed.
Flashlights and Batteries
Radio – (Hand cranked models are the best).
First Aid Kit – Make sure this includes  extra 
prescription medication if needed.
Bedding & Clothing
A Phone – Include an extra charger.
Maps & Important Contact Numbers

3 Prepare a kit

Are you registered
for the Community

Alert Network
(CAN) system?

THINK SAFETY
THINK EMERGENCY

PREPAREDNESS

Sign up or update your 
contact information today!

HOW?
1. Go to www.woolwich.ca

2. Click ‘Township Services’
3. Click ‘Emergency Preparedness’ 

& fill out the form

OR
Call: 519-669-6006

Toll Free: 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6006

OR
Complete a Form at the Township office:

24 Church Street West, Elmira
Call 519-669-6006 to book 

an appointment

AND
You will become part of a call list 
which sends a message to your 

phone as soon as possible, in the 
event of an emergency.

COMING SOON: Woolwich Connected E-Newsletter – Stay informed of Council meetings, 
community information, events, volunteer initiatives and other important matters.

Watch for subscription details at: woolwich.ca/en/newsevents/news.asp

CONNECT WITH US 
ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

@WoolwichUpdates

Township of Woolwich
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to stay, what they say they 
need and what their chal-
lenges are,” she says.  “I 
think the answers we find 
will be constructive for 
those who are choosing to 
farm.”  

The project is truly inter-
national. It’s taking place 
in Canada, China, India 
and Indonesia, with 100 
farmers participating in 
each country.

Srinivasan expects to see 
similarities and differences 
among countries. But she 

hopes that on some level, 
they can all learn from 
each other, and that the 
results will help make them 
stronger farmers.

The study has been un-
derway for eight months 
outside of Canada. It’s ear-
ly, but Srinivasan says two 
main points are emerging 
about why young people 
start farming and keep 
farming. 

First is quality of life. 
Particularly in congested 
countries, farming in rural 
areas is seen as less harried 
than trying to survive in a 

bustling city. 
“The country is simply 

considered by young farm-
ers a better place to life, 
with not as many pressures 
as highly urbanized areas,” 
she says.

Second, young farm-
ers like the autonomy of 
working for themselves. 
True, they have to answer 
to those who buy their 
commodities. But they 
say that’s different than 
working for a so-called 
superior, like a boss or 
a foreman, according to 
Srinivasan.

“Their hours may be 
long, but they like not 
having to work under 
someone, or predictable 
nine-to-five office hours,” 
she says.

So quality of life and au-
tonomy are keeping young 
farmers in place in China, 
India and Indonesia. 

How about Canada? 
That’s what the students 

Srinivasan is trying to re-
cruit are going to find out.

The fact this research 
is being done outside the 
usual sphere of agricultural 
funders, departments and 

colleges reflects how signif-
icantly agriculture affects 
not only employment, but 
also society and life itself 
in the countries studied so 
far, says Srinivasan. 

“In India, a huge pro-
portion of the population 
depends on farming in 
rural areas, where some of 
the most poverty-stricken 
people in the world live,” 
she says. “You can’t ask 
questions about poverty 
without addressing ag-
riculture, and you won’t 
find solutions to social 
injustice by ignoring 

farming.”
She believes agriculture 

holds “untapped poten-
tial” for young people, 
given how many people 
rely on it, and how many 
unfulfilled farming jobs 
await those with the de-
termination to pursue 
them.

She hopes information 
gathering, which involves 
colleagues and students 
from universities, research 
institutes and NGOs in 
other countries, will be 
complete in early 2018, so 
data analysis can begin.

ROBERTS: An international effort to take stock of what motivates people to get into farming
FROM | 13

as the automotive sector, 
but specific subsections, 
like the B.C. softwood in-
dustry and Canadian dairy 
producers have at various 
points been suddenly and 
dramatically brought into 
dispute.

“I don’t think there’s any 
question the key issue in 
the townships is the ag-
ricultural portfolio,” said 
Art Sinclair, vice-president 
of the Greater Kitchener 
Waterloo Chamber of Com-
merce, especially those 
areas that fall under the 

Canadian supply manage-
ment protections: dairy, 
poultry and eggs.

“Certainly the whole 
issue with supply manage-
ment and the continuation 
of supply management, I 
think is just going to be the 
dominant issue for all of 
Waterloo Region now,” said 
Sinclair. “Certainly speak-
ing with our membership 
in the city and the town-
ships, you talk about the 
NAFTA negotiations and 
it seems like the first thing 
that comes up is supply 
management and agricul-
ture.”

Sinclair says the Cham-
ber of Commerce has 
reached out to community 
businesses for their input 
via a survey available on-
line. 

The practice of supply 
management, which has 
historically protected cer-
tain agricultural industries 
like dairy, eggs and poultry 
from the volatility of agri-
culture markets, has come 
into contention. The sys-
tem, which was first adopt-
ed by the dairy industry in 
the 1970s to moderate the 
wildly fluctuating price of 
milk in the market, while 

beneficial to Canadian 
dairy producers, has been 
viewed by the U.S. as a dis-
criminatory practice, and a 
de facto tariff wall unfairly 
shutting out U.S. dairy 
products from Canadian 
markets.

Eliminating these prac-
tices in agriculture has 
been specifically listed 
by the U.S. as one of their 
goals in the “Summary of 
Objectives for the NAFTA 
Renegotiation,” released 
July 17:

“Seek to eliminate non-
tariff barriers to U.S. agri-
cultural exports including 

discriminatory barriers, 
restrictive administration 
of tariff rate quotas, other 
unjustified measures that 
unfairly limit access to 
markets for U.S. goods, 
such as cross subsidiza-
tion, price discrimination, 
and price undercutting.”

That won’t be an easy 
goal for the U.S. to achieve, 
however.

“There’s a lot of sup-
port for the system as it 
exists,” says Sinclair. “And 
I think if you speak to a 
lot of dairy producers and 
chicken producers in the 
region of Waterloo and 

across Canada, they’re 
certainly lobbying heavily 
for Canada to maintain the 
current supply manage-
ment system.”

What that will mean for 
the years to come is up for 
speculation. Goff says the 
negotiations could take 
years to fruition, pointing 
out the protracted trade 
talks that led to the Trans-
Pacific Partnership (TPP) 
and Comprehensive Eco-
nomic and Trade Agree-
ment (CETA) with the EU. 

So what should Canadi-
ans be expecting? A long, 
long talk. 

NAFTA: The key issue for the townships is the agricultural portfolio, says chamber of commerce
FROM | 13
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

Young performers take musical theatre to new heights
In the Heights is the latest production from The Singer’s Theatre, mounted after an intense workshop

ALI WILSON

Fifteen years in the 
making, The Singer’s The-
atre has perfected its in-
tensive program model for 
young performers.

This weekend the theatre 
company will be perform-
ing four shows of the pro-
duction In the Heights. 

Making its debut in Kitch-
ener,  In the Heights is a sto-
ry of an immigrant commu-
nity in New York City, writ-
ten by the popular Broadway 
composer Lin-Manuel 
Miranda, whose most recent 
compositions include the 
production Hamilton and 
Disney’s Moana.

“It is perfect,” said 
Amanda Brunk, producer 
and resident music direc-
tor. “We have a lot of very 
specific criteria for shows 
and it fit all of them so 
that’s, well, amazing.”

Back with its senior in-
tensive company, The Sing-
er’s Theatre tasks young 
adults from ages 14-24 with 
perfecting the set produc-
tion in two weeks, just in 
time for the four perfor-
mances that follow. 

With a cast of some of 
Canada’s most promising 
young performers, director 
Gord Davis, the man behind 
the launch of EDSS’ theatre 
program, has only ten days 
to polish a fully staged mu-
sical.

After a week and a half of 
rehearsing, Davis says the 
group is well on their way 
to creating a great produc-
tion.

“This group was really 
well prepared, they had 
stuff really down pat,” he 
said, commenting that re-
hearsals are going very well.

As a requirement to 

make the production 
run smoothly, singers 
are tasked with the job of 
learning lines and musical 
performances prior to at-
tending the program.

Among the 2017 group 
of performers are Elmira’s 
Parker Merlihan, 15, Jas-
mine Thuroo, 17, and Car-
men Read, 16.

Despite being on the 
lower end of the age spec-
trum for the production, 
Merlihan plays Kevin, the 
second oldest character 
and father to one of the 
main characters, Mia.

As a first time partici-
pant in the senior program, 
he can’t say enough about 
the great experience he has 
had in his first six days.

“I was nervous at first, 
but everyone here is so 
very kind and you learn a 
ton through this,” he said. 
“It is very intense and it 
takes a lot of work, you’ve 
got to be there all of the 
time and keep attention, 
but its really fun. The last 
two weeks have been the 
most fun I have had prob-
ably all year.”

Although he’s acted in 
other productions, includ-
ing at the Stratford Festi-
val, he has not done a pro-
duction of this magnitude 
before in this short amount 
of time, usually having 
closer to three months to 
prepare rather than a quick 
10 days.

As Thuroo and Read are 
both returning participants 
to The Singer’s Theatre, the 
two agree this time around 
has gone extremely well ... 
for an intensive program. 

“I feel like everyone is 
more focused on the goal 
this time, they are very pre-
pared and everyone is ex-

tremely driven. It is really 
great to see,” Thuroo said. 
“The energy really rubs off 
on you, and I find that it 
has really just helped the 
process. We are just flying 
through things, and it is 
amazing.”

While each will be 
rounding out the ensem-
ble, Thuroo is also a feature 
dancer in the program and 
has parts in duets. 

In addition to their in-
tense rehearsal schedule, 
during the two-week pro-
gram there are mini-work-
shops and daily vocal and 
physical exercises.

Among the local contin-
gency are performers from 
across the province and 

even throughout Canada 
– including Vancouver Is-
land and Calgary.

 In the Heights and Davis’ 
production are reminiscent 
of  the group’s first show, 
says Brunk.

“We have been going for 
a while now, so it is kind of 
a celebration of a great 15 
years. The set that he has 
developed for this show 
is reminiscent of our first 
show that we did.”

Looking back at that 
first year, Davis says that 
although the quality of 
the end product hasn’t 
changed, those who take it 
there have.

“I think the quality 
hasn’t changed – we have 

done a lot of really high-
quality shows,” he said. 
“We are attracting an older 
group, as well as the young-
er group. The first couple 
of years it was mainly high 
school students, but now 
we have got people who are 
in vocal programs at the 
university and I would say 
that right now we are hav-
ing a little more of that in-
fluence, which is nice too.”

But even after 15 years it is 
those performers that make 
Davis keep coming back.

“The first one that I had 
done was during the first 
year I had retired and it just 
gave me a chance to still 
work with this age group. I 
love doing it,” he said. 

The Singer’s Theatre is this year performing In the Heights. Cast members Jasmine Thuroo, Carmen Read, Parker Merlihan and music director Amanda Brunk will be at the Conrad Centre for 
the Performing Arts in Kitchener with their four shows this weekend. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

“I have said this over and 
over again: this age group 
doesn’t have the word 
impossible in their vocabu-
lary, so they can just do 
anything.” 

The group will put on 
shows Friday, Saturday and 
this year, an additional-
Sunday performance at the 
Conrad Centre for the Per-
forming Arts in Kitchener.

A dollar from each ticket 
sold will be donated to 
Mennonite Coalition for 
Refugee Support for the 
group’s work with a grow-
ing immigrant community 
in the region.

More information can be 
found online at  
www.thesingerstheatre.ca.

Sunday NightLYNN
RUSSWURM’S

CONCERT SERIES

/elmirasundayconcerts

Sponsors:

Earl Fries &
The Chaparrels

ON STAGE: 

Sunday, August 20

FREE ★ 7-9 PM ★ GORE PARK, ELMIRA

THE OBSERVER PRESENTS

Lynn Russwurm
1930-2016
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

FIND IT
IN THE OBSERVER

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

MILL OPERATOR FULL-TIME

Forward resumé to:
 PFI Farms Inc.
 1580 Listowel Rd.,
 Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z3
 Fax: 519-669-4363
 Email:

PFI Inc. requires a self-motivated individual for a full-time 
position making livestock feed. This position includes mixing 
and pelleting of feed with accurate record keeping. Some 
experience would be an asset but willing to train. Must be 
flexible for shift work, with some overtime and weekends if 
required. Competitive wages and benefits are provided.

Craftsmen Hardwoods Inc is seeking a  
FULL TIME 

OFFICE ADMIN ASSISTANT 
 

Skills & Requirements: 

 

Please submit resumes via: 
            Fax  519-638-3105 
        Email  jenb@craftsmenhardwoods.com
In Person  34 Drayton Ind. Dr.  Drayton ON

Only those selected for an interview will be contacted 

 Honest character
 Detail oriented
 Team player
 Accounting experience
 Familiarity with Microsoft Office
 Interest in design

Our Mission Statement
To glorify God while providing quality wood 
products and services to the Ontario market

519-638-3380     |     www.craftsmenhardwoods.com

to perform bookkeeping, general office 
duties and assist in customer service.

Craftsmen Hardwoods Inc is seeking a 
FULL TIME 

AZ DRIVER 
Objective: 

Skills & Requirements: 

 

Please submit resumes via: 
            Fax 

 
519-638-3105 

        
Email 
 

dond@craftsmenhardwoods.com
 In Person 

 
34 Drayton Ind. Dr.  Drayton ON

 Only those selected for an interview will be contacted
 

 

 

 Drive tractor and 45’ curtain-side trailer 
with attached forklift

 Deliver wood products to woodworking 
businesses in southern Ontario

 Multiple drops per day, Monday to 
Friday. Home every evening.

 AZ driving experience
 Forklift driving experience an asset
 Professional mannerism
 Team player
 Customer service oriented

Our Mission Statement
To glorify God while providing quality wood 
products and services to the Ontario market

519-638-3380     |     www.craftsmenhardwoods.com

FULL-TIME POSITION FOR METAL TRIM PRODUCTION
•  Production of light-gauge metal flashings and other building 
materials on late-model CNC machinery including Cincinatti press 
brake, Legionnaire coil processor/slitter, and Vario-bend double folder.
Qualifications:
• Attention to detail  • Precise workmanship
• Adept math skills  • A team player
• Experience in metal fabricating or in frame-building 
   construction would be an asset.

Apply in person to: 7806 Sixth Line, Drayton
or contact us at: 519-638-2746 ext 1, or 

sales@macoenterprises.ca.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CAFE & ANTIQUE shoppe 
looking for an individual 
with customer service skills 
to work in a team environ-
ment. Call Maryann 519-
664-9917.

HELP WANTED

EAR & HEARING Clinic’s 
services are expanding; we 
are seeking a part-time 
evening receptionist that 
is detail oriented and pos-
sesses top notch customer 
service skills. This position 
is currently for 2 evenings 
per week (Mon & Thurs), 
but flexibility to cover addi-
tional hours when needed is 
an asset. If you would like 
to join our team of profes-
sionals please submit your 
resume to karen@earand-
hearingclinic.com.

Breslau Needs a Crossing Guard
The dedication of our Crossing Guards is the backbone 
of our successful Crossing Guard program in the 
Township of Woolwich. Maria, our Breslau Crossing 
Guard who has served her community for many years 
has regretfully decided to move on and we will miss her. 
As a result, the Township is seeking someone new to 
take on the position of Crossing Guard in Breslau.
The ideal candidate is at least 18 years old and able to 
work 30 minutes before and after school in all types of 
weather conditions. The duty times for the 2017/2018 
school year are 8:00-8:30 a.m. / 2:50-3:20 p.m. All 
training and equipment is provided and we have a 
support system in place to cover absences. This is a 
paid community service position ($21.97/day). Mileage 
is not compensated. Crossing Guards are covered under 
the Township’s insurance program. 
We will also consider building a multi-person team to 
cover the school crossing and we’d love to hear from you 
if you are interested in helping occasionally or a few 
days per week. If you are interested, or just want to know 
more, please call Kathy Fahey in our Enforcement 
Services Division for assistance. She can be reached 
toll-free at 1-877-969-0094. 

To be considered for the position, send your cover 
letter and resume to kfahey@woolwich.ca

HILLTOP 
ACRES

Student wanted to 
work Saturdays at the 
St. Jacobs Farmer’s 
Market for loading and 
unloading trucks. Also 

set up and clean up. 

PLEASE FAX YOUR 
RESUME TO:

5197430539
or PHONE KAREN at 

5197436884

SITTLER
1921902 ONT. INC.

We are looking for a qualified motivated individual 
who is seeking full time employment with a well 
established company in the KW area.
AZ/DZ driver with dump truck experience, valid driver’s 
license, ability to represent the company positively.
Salary commensurate with experience, health benefit 
plan included.

Email resumes - info@sittler.ca or Phone 
1-519-581-1351 to leave a message

TRUCK DRIVER AZ-DZ

HELP WANTED

St Jacobs Place is looking for a “Part-time Attendant” 
who will help us “Enrich the Lives of All Those We Touch”. 
This person must be passionate about providing service 
to others and have the capability of working under 
pressure. We are looking for a team player who will focus 
on providing care services to our residents in the dining 
and housekeeping areas. Some of the qualities we are 
looking for in potential candidates include: flexibility, 
compassion, organizational skills, efficiency, diligence, 
patience and attention to detail. 

For more information please visit 
www.stjacoabsplace.ca. Please contact us at 
leadership@stjacobsplace.ca or (519)664-6637 
ext#405 with your resume to find out more details 
and/or to set up an interview.

HELP WANTED

Retail Sales Associate
Looking for a mature person with good retailing 
qualities and communication skills, friendly 
customer service and motivated; must be able 
to work Saturdays. 

Job description: Sales, writing orders, pricing 
stock, some computer skills and general duties. 
This position is for a mature adult and student 
looking for flexible full-time and part-time hours. 

Apply in person with resume to: 
W.C. Brown and Sons – Men’s Clothier 

Downtown Elmira · 519-669-1152

Elmira Golf Club is looking for Full and Part 
Time staff to join the Turf Maintenance 
Team for the remainder of the 2017 season. 
Ideal candidates will have a landscaping 
background, be physically fit and take pride in 
the quality of their work. Rotating weekend 
morning shifts required.

Please send resume to 
ben.bell@elmiragolfclub.on.ca

We thank all applicants for their interest, yet we 
will only contact those selected for an interview

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 19

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

PIANO LESSONS FOR all 
ages, at Robbinsnest 
Studio in Elmira. For infor-
mation send email to:  
robbinsnest80@gmail.com

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!
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CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED 

NOW HIRING 
Full-time experienced 

Line Cooks in St. Jacobs
Must be able to work weekdays, weekends 

and holidays.

Apply with resume by e-mail 
HR@stjacobs.com

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
2016 Audited Financial Statements
Please take notice that copies of the Township’s 2016 Audited Financial Statements are available 
at the Finance Department, Main Floor, 24 Church Street West, Elmira, or for viewing and download 
on the Township’s website, at www.woolwich.ca. The statements may be found on the website by 
following the links from “Township Services” to “Budget and Finance” to “Budgeting and Reporting”. 
These statements have been prepared in accordance with Generally Accepted Accounting Principles 
set for Canadian municipalities through the Public Sector Accounting Board. 
2017 Tax Rate Information
Please take notice that the Township’s 2017 tax rate information is available for viewing at the 
Finance Department. Tax rate information can be viewed on the Township’s website by following the 
links from “Living Here” to “Taxes”. 
Richard Petherick CPA, CMA 
Director of Finance & Treasurer

Tree Maintenance – Pruning
Pruning your trees not only keeps the tree looking nice but also aids in growth when done at the 
proper time.

Reasons for Pruning
A tree may need pruning for a variety of reasons:

• To remove diseased or storm-damaged branches
• To thin the crown to permit new growth and better air circulation
• To reduce the height of a tree
• To remove obstructing lower branches
• To shape a tree

Did you know?
A young or newly planted tree should only be pruned to remove broken or dead branches. Dead 
branches have no growth; when a twig is snapped off and there’s no visible green under the layer of 
bark. After 3 years, corrective pruning should be attempted as the tree establishes.

How to Prune
All pruning should take place after the tree comes to bloom, as this encourages the bees to pollinate 
and aids their population.
When pruning, you want to keep the tree’s natural silhouette. Never remove more than 30% of the 
living tree, this does not include Suckers and Shoots, as they are considered harmful.
Things to keep in mind:

• Pick a central leader and remove competing leaders
• Remove branches growing inwards and upwards
• Remove crossing branches that are rubbing
• Remove suckers and shoots from the base, trunk and lateral branches
• Remove dying or dead branches
• Remove lower branches that may impede road visibility
• Remove branches with narrow crotch angles
• Take your time, step back and consider your choice of cuts before completing them

Pruning Steps
When pruning your tree always cut along the Branch Collar.

• First Cut, is several inches away from the branch collar, begin under the branch and cut 
halfway through

• Second Cut, is several inches away from the first cut, and is made to remove the branch
o Making the first two cuts in this manner, lowers the risk of damaging the branch collar 

and the tree as the branch is removed
o When working with larger branches, consider removing the branch in multiple stages to 

lessen the possibility of damage to the tree
• Third Cut, make a clean cut along the branch collar. This third cut allows the tree to heal 

properly
Below is an illustration of proper pruning practices.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

                  FT PERMANENT SHOP MECHANIC 
                       & SEASONAL CONCRETE  
                       GROOVING TECHNICIAN 
                      Based out of Waterloo, ON, we are looking  
                       
QUALIFICATIONS: 
•   
 diesel engines. 
•  Valid driver’s license and clean driving record. 
•  Welding experience an asset for the Mechanic  
  
GCG Inc. offers benefits and hourly wage based on industry  
standards. 

by August 25th. Only those selected for an interview will contacted. 

HELP WANTED

AUCTION SALE
To be held at 46 Eton Drive in Kitchener (off 
Rosemount) for the McCorkindale estate on:

FRIDAY AUGUST 25 AT 1:00 PM
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS AND antiques: 
quantity of Teak furniture including: table 
and chairs; couch and chair; Teak stereo 
and speakers; Teak couch and 2 chairs; Teak 
dining room table with 4 leather chairs, buffet, 
and server; Teak side table; curio cabinets; 
slag glass lamp; record player; 5pc bedroom 
suite (queen bed, chest of drawers, dresser, 
2 night tables); chrome table and chairs; 42” 
Westinghouse LED flat screen TV brand new 
still in box; chest of drawers; display cabinet; 
binoculars; room dividers; china cabinet; 
desk and chairs; bar fridge; hall tables; office 
chair; couch, loveseat, and chair; half moon 
table; hall table with mirror; lazy boy recliner; 
floor and table lamps; bookshelves; smaller 
curio cabinet; variety of artwork; Christmas 
decorations; new Super cycle bike; side 
table; large quantity of crystal; cut glass 
crystal; quantity of silver, trays, tea services, 
etc; Royal Daulton figurines; quantity of 
glass and china; dinner sets; towels; linens; 
bedding; kitchenware; and many items from 
the 50’s and 60’s. 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: bikes; lawn 
mowers; shop vac; water hose; step stool; 
tool boxes; wrench and socket sets; quantity 
of hardware; quantity of hand, power, and 
lawn and garden tools. 
NOTE: MANY treasures and surprises as 
most items are boxed up. Quality furniture and 
one of a kind items. Cash, cheque, or debit.

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTIONS

FOR SALE

10” RADIAL ARM Saw, 
12 amp, good condition, 
includes dust hood. $100.00. 
Three mobile bases for 
woodworking machines 
- $20.00 each. Phone 519-
669-8558.

APPLE CIDER VINEGAR by 
the 20L pail. Wesley Martin. 
3175 Northfield Dr., Elmira. 
519-669-3541.

CRUSHED ASPHALT AVAIL-
ABLE. 40-50 loads available, 
3/4” crushed, discounted 
price so don’t delay. Great 
for laneways and parking 
lots, delivery available. Call 
now 519-581-1351. Email 
info@sittler.ca

DINING ROOM SET table, 4 
chairs, hutch $300 o.b.o. 
Deacon benches - new, 3 in 
stock. Call Tom 519-616-2765.

FOR SALE

HILLCREST HOME BAKING 
Chapman’s Ice Cream Sale. 
Original $2.95; Premium 
$3.95, 2 litre, from August 
10th - 26th. 519-669-1381.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND LAWN 
SEED - Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

USED BUILDING MATERIALS, 
doors, flooring, windows, 
electrical, odds and ends, 
garage doors. Call or email 
info@sittler.ca 1-519-581-
1351.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Flatbed 
truck, fork lift, trailers, new 
portable outhouses, tools, 
household goods & miscel-
laneous items, to be held 
at 231 Elora St. North in 
Harriston (off Highway 9, 
near Tim Hortons, border-
ing the north end of Har-
riston), for Ann & The Late 
John Neilman, onMonday, 
September 4th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451 or 698-0138. 

FRI. AUG. 18 at 2:00 PM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
household effects; furni-
ture; antiques; and miscel-
laneous items to be held at 
73 George St. In Waterloo 
for Stefan and Wendy 
Schuster (Hillcrest House 
Bed and Breakfast). Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

PRECISE CASTINGS INC. – 
ELMIRA – is accepting applications for 
full-time and part-time positions in our 
manufacturing operations. Competitive 
wages, steady hours, and benefit package. 

Send resumes to Scott Pinkney 
by fax (519-669-1566), 

e-mail (spinkney@precisecastings.ca), 
or drop off at 

124 Bonnie Cres., Elmira, Ont. N3B 3J8

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Night Loader / Production Worker

This fulltime position will involve shift work week 
days (Monday to Friday) with an occasional 
Saturday shift. Responsibilities will include night 
loading , warehouse duties and possible 
pelleting/batching.

The successful applicant will have

• Strong oral and written communication skills

• Ability to develop effective work relationships 
with co-workers, and

• Ability to represent the Company positively 
with customers.

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
 2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON      N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted. 

HELP WANTED

CONT’D
ON PG. 20
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AUCTIONS

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Pottery, 
antiques, collectibles, 
household goods, and 
miscellaneous items, to 
be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, 
for Philip and Sam Taylor, 
Waterloo, & additions, on 
Saturday, August 19th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451 or 698-
0138 

AUCTIONS

SAT. AUG 26 at 1:30 PM 
-Clearing auction sale 
of household effects; 
furniture; antiques; and 
miscellaneous items to 
be held at 61 Stirling Ave 
south in Kitchener for 
Peter Loveday (former 
Loveday Kitchens). Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, 
household effects and 
miscellaneous items, to 
be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles South of Wellesley, 
for The Bill & Reta Schmidt 
Estate, Kitchener, Earl 
Stieler, Waterloo, & addi-
tions, on Saturday, Sept. 
2nd @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138. 

AUCTION SALE OF Flatbed 
truck, fork lift, trailers, new 
portable outhouses, tools, 
household goods & miscel-
laneous items, to be held 
at 231 Elora St. North in 
Harriston (off Highway 9, 
near Tim Hortons, border-
ing the north end of Har-
riston), for Ann & The Late 
John Neilman, on Monday, 
September 4th @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451 or 698-0138. 

AUCTIONS

MON. SEPT 4 at 9:30 AM 
-Clearing auction sale of 
vehicles; antique cars; 
car parts; antiques; col-
lectables; butcher equip-
ment; and; miscellaneous 
items to be held at 4243 
Sixth Line Oakville for 
H.O Schulz Farms. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. SEPT 6 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; antiques; tools; 
collectables; household 
effects; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for an area 
estate with addition. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

HAY & STRAW

SMALL SQUARE STRAW 
bales for sale. Baled and 
delivered. Call 519-635-
5416.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 
15 ton lots. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

OAT & PEAS FOR FORAGE 
COVER CROPS - Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD 
SERVING you for over 10 
years. Your #1 source of 
quality slabwood and 
bodywood. Delivery avail-
able. 519-656-2057.

SOFTWOOD FIREWOOD 
LOGS for the price of truck-
ing. Also available hard-
wood firewood logs or split 
wood. Call 226-751-4205.

HORSES

WILL BUY OLD and used 
horses and ponies to go 
direct to plant in Quebec. 
Will buy all types, drug 
form required but will buy 
either way. TOP PRICES 
PAID. Contact Calvin 
Kuepfer for prices at 
Horizon Trail Equine at 519-
272-3290.

AUCTION SALE
To be held at 61 Stirling Ave south in 

Kitchener for Peter Loveday  
(former Loveday Kitchens) on:

SATURDAY AUGUST 26 AT 1:30 PM
HOUSE HOLD EFFECTS: solid oak king size 
bed with canopy; patio table with umbrella;  
4 – 2ft speakers; filing cabinet; 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: Electrical 
supplies; breakers; motors; conduit and 
pipe bender; hobbiest wood; oak and walnut 
firewood; 10ft x 20ft shed; barrels; machine 
stand; folding chairs; garden tools; chains; 
fluorescent light bulbs; floor model radio; 3 file 
cabinets; shop table on wheels; shop carts; 
rope; oak crown moulding and trim; heavy 
duty electrical wire; air compressor; air line 
supplies; water moisture catchers; clamps; 
work tables with recepticles; Craftsman 
grinder; brass house numbers; come along; 
winch; chain hoist; wood clamps; pulleys; 
polly stucco bags; tool cabinet; hardware 
cabinet; decking supplies; welding helmets; 
axes; hatchets; antique sleigh; oak vaneer; 
plastering tools; flooring tools; tool boxes; 
tool cupboard; quantity of hardware; boxes 
of screws; roofing nails; galvanized nails; 
jack stands; drywall tools; rolls of wire; 
light fixtures; porter cable router and table; 
Craftsman scroll saw; roller stands; metal 
and cement grinding discs; hand saws. 
NOTE: cash, cheque, or debit.

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTIONS

SAT. AUG 19 at 9:30 AM - 
Clearing auction sale of 
antiques; collectables; 
household effects; furni-
ture; woodworking tools; 
shop tools; and miscella-
neous items to be held at 
68 Mill St. in Plattsville for 
Doris Glendinning. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

FRI. AUG 25 at 6:45 PM - 
Annual charity auction of 
hand made quilts; various 
donated items; gift cer-
tificates; gift baskets etc 
to be held at 7590 Line 86 
north of Wallenstein for 
the Waterloo County steam 
Thresher Reunion. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 6565 3555 
www.jantziauction.com

RENTALS

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT 
in Elmira. Quiet building, 
newly renovated, close to 
downtown. Call 519-669-
5798.

RENTALS

FURNISHED ROOM FOR rent 
with a separate entrance in 
Elmira. Call Annie 519-635-1033.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

STONE, BRICK, CONCRETE - 
Masonry Restorations And 
Repairs. 12 Years In Service. 
Call Jeff The Mortar Mender 
For Your Free Estimate. 
226-338-6243.

COMING 
EVENTS

COMING TO WELLESLEY 
TOWNSHIP THIS FALL! SCH-
WEITZER’S MARTIAL ARTS 
Learn Self-defense, Self-
discipline, Self-confidence. 
CLASSES FOR AGES 4 TO 
ADULT. Seminars, March 
Break & Summer Karate 
Camps. Classes taught by 
Sensei Becky Schweitzer, 3rd 
Dan and World Champion, 
at the Hawkesville Men-
nonite Church - 15 Martha 
Street, Hawkesville (5 
minutes from St.Clements, 
Heidelberg, Linwood & 
Wallenstein). Ask about 
our 10 week sessions.  
Call 519-580-1418 or becky_
schweitzer@hotmail.com 

YOUR NEXT SUCCESSFUL 
event starts with letting 
the community know about 
it. Sorry, social media not 
the best format to get the 
word out in these parts. 
Get door-to-door coverage 
in Woolwich and Wellesley 
for as low as $7.50 per week. 
The Observer classified ads 
work!

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE
Of Woodworking; metal fabricating 

equipment; power and hand tools; and 
miscellaneous items to be held at  

559 Killbear Court in Waterloo  
(off Conservation Dr.) for the Kipfer Estate on:

SATURDAY AUGUST 26 AT 10:00 AM
CONSISTING OF: Crafttex model 
CT043 3 speed metal and wood lathe and 
all accessories (approx. 10 years old) 
excellent; Enco milling and drilling machine 
with electronic controls with all bits and 
accessories; Crafttex wood band saw on 
stand; Craftsman 13” 5 speed drill press on 
stand; Craftsman 15” drill press on stand; 
Craftsman belt and disc sander; drill press; 
band saw; scroll saw; disc and belt sanders; 
Work shop AB760 dust collector; drafting 
table; Mastercraft grinder; table saw; router; 
router table; dremels; pipe cutter; router bits; 
tile cutter; Simoniz pressure washer; quantity 
of assorted sizes of bar clamps; wrench and 
socket sets; drill sets; quantity of hand and 
power tools from a well equipt work shop.
NOTE: ITEMS must be removed by 
September 1st. cash, cheque, or debit. 

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

GARAGE 
SALES

BACK YARD SALE \endash 
c/o Bolivian Children 
Foundation. All proceeds 
go to support the kids in 
our care in Cochabamba 
Bolivia.Loads of great 
stuff! Clothes, books, tools, 
furniture and lots more… 
Behind Pfeiffer Gallery 
at 3706 Nafziger Road, 
Wellesley. SAT. AUGUST 19th 
\endash 8 am to 1 pm.

HUGE SALE ELECTRONICS, 
furniture and antiques. 28 
Meadowlark Rd., Elmira. 
Saturday, August 19th 8am 
- 4pm.

MULTI MULTI FAMILY yard 
sale. Wed. Aug. 23rd, Thurs. 
Aug. 24th, Fri. Aug. 25th, 10 
- 6. Sat. Aug. 26th 9 - noon. 
26 Hampton St. Elmira. No 
early birds.

HOME FOR AREA-
WIDE AUCTIONS.

FIND OUT ALL ABOUT  
THE LATEST SALE  

DATES EVERY WEEK.
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

OUTDOOR SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE FLOOR/PAD 
BREAKING & REMOVAL
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

ROLL OFF 
INDUSTRIAL BIN 

RENTALS
CALL FOR 

AVAILABLE SIZES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICESGENERAL SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com
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Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 

service directory. Weekly exposure  
with fantastic results! 

Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

SPACE  
FOR RENT

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
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Serving the community for 25 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

FREE Market Evaluation

$549,900 ELMIRA 
Cape Cod style home located 10 
minute walk from downtown 
offers four bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, beautiful formal 
dining and living rooms, cozy 
family room, kitchen and dinette. 
Lot is 94' x 127' nicely landscaped, 
lots of mature trees. Large single 
garage. MLS. Call Bert to View.

NEW
PRICE!

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Find Your Way Home – Choose Re/Max

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

St. Clements - Small town living in St. Clements just minutes 
from the city! This solid brick bungalow has been lovingly updated 
over the past 5 years including the kitchen, bathroom, hot tub, 
furnace, A/C, front window, water heater and softener, gas stove 
and bar in rec room, and a 16 x 12 shop! With green space behind 
and in front, this country setting is great for a young family, or 
grandparents alike. Don’t miss this one!

$469,000$469,000 Linwood - First time homeowners this house is for you!! Very 
affordable and updated as well. You will be intrigued by this 
beautifully cared for home. Renovated throughout and ready for 
you to move in and enjoy. It shows AAA. Main floor laundry which 
includes a mudroom off the side porch. Large eating area and 
roomy kitchen, some updates include windows and doors, siding, 
concrete driveway, metal roof, newer flooring and kitchen, 
basement walkup at back of house. Situated in the quaint little 
town of Linwood only 15 minutes from Waterloo.

$299,000$299,000
Heidelberg - Welcome to Heidelberg, a mere 5 minutes from 
Waterloo. This 2000 plus sqft bungalow is beautifully decorated 
throughout, from the spacious kitchen to the even larger dining room 
and the great room with cathedral ceiling and gas fireplace. 3 bedrooms 
on the main floor featuring master with new hardwood and jetted air 
and water tub. The basement is equipped with surround sound in rec 
room as well as a 2nd gas fireplace. Complete with bedroom and full 
bath plus two more rooms for pool table or other ideas, the basement 
also has a walkup. Backyard with full irrigation system is very private 
featuring beautiful gardens and hot tub and two separate patios. 

$749,000$749,000

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING
OPEN HOUSE SAT., AUG. 19, 1-3PM

2676 Herrgott Rd, St. Clements OPEN HOUSE SAT., AUG. 19, 10-NOON
1041 Alfred Street, LinwoodOPEN HOUSE SAT., AUG. 19, 1-3PM

8 Alten Way, Heidelberg

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA   DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Opportunity knocks in the town of Linwood – Located on a busy road 
with 7228 sqft of retail space plus 3152 sqft of additional storage and 
plenty of parking, this is an ideal spot to start a new venture or relocate 
your growing business.  Imagine the possibilities!

NEW LISTING

Harriston | $460,000
Investors. This 5 plex residential rental and 1 commercial office space is showing 
good return. New roof, windows, eaves troughs, soffits and fascia. parking, good 
exposure. MLS Call Dale.

Drayton | $439,000
Grand home with 10ft ceilings on main and 9ft on the second. Pocket doors, 
staircase, and lots of original woodwork. 3 car garage Great curb appeal. PLUS 
a 2 bdrm apartment to help pay the mortgage. MLS call Dale.

1.2 Acre Building Lot | $139,000
A rare opportunity to realize your dream. A sloping lot over looking country and 
the river in Rothsay. This lot has potential for a walkout basement. Act quickly 
before its gone. MLS Call Dale.

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

Off Townline Rd N | $995,000
Outstanding 5 acre country property. Minutes to 401; 20 minutes to Halton 
Region. Peaceful wooded setting with ever flowing spring fed trout stream. 3 
bedroom brick bungalow. Walk out basement with separate entrance. Lower 
level office, 4 season sunroom wired for hot tub. Lower level garage plus 
detached 2 car garage. Updated kitchen with cherry cabinets and quartz 
counters. Dining room addition with antique features. 5 stall split level barn. I 
acre pasture. C.I835 log cabin suitable as bunkie/cottage

Glen Allan | $410,000
This large 0.6 acre property in quiet village boasts a large 4 bedroom home plus 
an attached 3 car garage with workshop. MLS Call Dale.

Gorrie | $236,000
Large stone bungalow on 0.82 acre lot in a park like setting beside the Maitland 
River. Backs onto Conservation area. 2 car attached garage. Generous rooms 
and main floor laundry. MLS Call Dale.

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

NEW LISTING | Near Harriston | $397,500
Bungalow with 4 CAR garage. New stone work, new windows, new roof, 2016. 
2 + 1 bedrooms, large 0.46 of an acre. MLS Call Dale.

NEW LISTING | Rothsay | $317,000
Country Living for the price of a Semi on 2.3 acres in Rothsay. Natural gas, and 
over looking green space. Lot beside also available (1.2 acre). 3 bedroom 2 bath 
house totally renovated. MLS Please call Dale direct.

Carolyn Sullivan, 
Sales Representative
DIRECT 226-979-2922
OFFICE 519-843-7653
csullivan@edgerealtysolutions.com

YOUR PERFECT ‘FOREVER HOME’
3 bedroom, 3 bath bungalow professionally finished top to bottom. Generous lot, backing 
onto gentle ravine and backyard oasis. Call now to view!

OPEN HOUSE | Sunday, August 20th | 2-4pm
33 Bristow Creek Dr., Elmira

$482,900
NEW PRICE
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R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

IMMEDIATE POSSESSION - 
Backs to greenspace. Freshly 
painted. Large L.R. Laminate on 
the main level (2015). 3 bdrms. 
fin. rec. room & office w/new 
flooring. Updated windows, ga-
rage door, furnace, elec. panel & 
softener. Bsmt. walkup. MLS.

131 ORIOLE PKWY., ELMIRA 

$359,900

ENJOY THE INGROUND POOL 
in this bungalow situated on a 
quiet crescent. Laminate floor in 
L.R. & hall. Large bathroom. Rec. 
room & games room. Enclosed 
carport. Newer furnace. MLS.

12 WEIGEL AVE., ELMIRA

$359,900

GOOD VALUE! Lovely fenced 
yard. Main flr. kitchen, D.R. L.R. 
and fam. room (could be a mas-
ter bdrm). as well as two bdrms. 
upstairs. Renovated bath. Newer 
windows. Some hdwd floors. 
MLS.

66 RIVERSIDE DR., ELMIRA 

$319,900

DEVELOPMENT LAND – 1.6 Acres of Commercial land, zoned c-4a in a prime location 
at the corner of Church St. W. & Barnswallow Dr. The site allows for approx. 13,000 
sq.ft. of commercial footprint w/an option of residential above. MLS $790,000.

DEVELOPMENT LAND

EXPECT TO BE IMPRESSED! 
This 3 bdrm., 1671 sq.ft. home 
shows AAA. Formal D.R. Open 
concept to great room. Walk-
out from eat-in kitchen to large 
covered deck and fenced yard. 
Spacious master bedrm. w/TWO 
walkin closets. Unfin. bsmt. 2 
baths. Well landscaped. Double 
driveway. MLS.

30 BROOKMEAD ST., ELMIRA

$439,900

LOCATION! LOCATION! Lovely 
yard siding & backing to greens-
pace. Unique custom built home 
w/spacious dining area and liv-
ing room w/numerous windows 
& fireplace. Large master w/
fireplace & cheater ensuite. Rec. 
room 4th bdrm. & 3 pc. bath. 
Parking for 4 cars! MLS.

15 PINTAIL DR., ELMIRA

$499,900

BETTER THAN NEW! This 2 yr. old 
semi is finished from top to bottom! 
Dark cabinetry w/pantry, backsplash 
& dishwasher. Ceramic flrs. In bath-
rooms. Spacious master w/walkin 
closet. FOUR bathrms (3pc. ensuite). 
Finished rec. room w/laminate flr. 
& lge. window. Stone patio & shed. 
Central air. Softener, NEW MLS 

46 MCGUIRE LANE, ELMIRA

$429,900

NEW LISTING

CONESTOGA LAKE – TWO 
bdrm cottage plus a bunkie for 
guests! Encl. sunroom. Open 
concept LR and kitchen. Good 
location. West facing with great 
sunsets. Very well treed. Call for 
details! New MLS.

COTTAGE, CONESTOGA LAKE

$309,900

NEW LISTING

SOLD

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4
519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.caWOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

We donate a 
portion of our 

commission from 
every house sale 
to the Woolwich 

Community 
Services

DESIRABLE LOCATION
$599,000 ELMIRA Beautiful tree lined Street in a 
gorgeous family neighbourhood. Grand 1914 red brick 
home offers inviting covered front porch. Plenty of 
original woodwork throughout this 2000+ sq.ft 2 1/2 
storey home with finished loft space. Main floor living 
rm with gas fireplace, hardwood floors, 4 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, finished basement, detached double car 
garage, walkout to private backyard, MLS.

*Not intended to solicit under contract sellers or buyers.

Our Inventory of Listings has SOLD …
Are you looking to Sell? Please call for your 
FREE MARKET EVALUATION*

A WEEKEND ALL ABOUT SOCCER IN WOOLWICH

The soccer fields were crowded last weekend in Woolwich as 41 teams from cities including Waterloo, Guelph, Flamborough and Barrie came together for 2017 Woolwich Tournament. Teams 
from the U10 to the U18 competed. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

The Woolwich girls’ U18 team pose for picture in between play on Saturday. [FAISAL ALI/ THE OBSERVER]
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ADVERTISE

Who 
doesn’t 

love a 
birthday?

Surprise 
your loved  
ones with 

a notice in 
The Observer.

CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104 OR 
drudy@woolwichobserver.com

ANNIVERSARY

FAMILY ALBUM

Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary!  

Collies Ghillie and Brodie would like to wish their humans, Bryon and 
Janet Higgs a very happy 350th Wedding Anniversary (in dog years that 

is!).  A private family celebration is planned with our human siblings 
(Heather, Kelly, and Chris + their families) but we know that our humans 

appreciate receiving cards to mark this special occasion!  

Thank You
I wish to thank family members, friends, 

neighbours and the Police Chorus for 
their many acts of kindness that were 

shown to Terry and I during his illness 
and at his funeral. The prayers, visits, 
phone calls, emails, cards, food items, 
work bees, floral tributes, kind words 
and memorial donations were greatly 

appreciated. I sincerely thank Rev. Scott 
& Rev. Kees for their pastoral care dur-
ing Terry’s illness and for his funeral 

service. A special thanks goes to Hospice 
Wellington for their compassionate care 

of Terry & our families, to the Session 
of Gale for the wonderful funeral lunch 
and to Dreisinger’s Funeral Home for 

their compassion and support. They are 
very much appreciated and have made a 

difference at a difficult time. 
Marilyn Coupal

Happy 50th 
Wedding  

Anniversary
Marty and  

Shirley Merlihan

Congratulations on  
Fifty Years of Marriage!

Saturday August 26

Love Always from  
Your Family!

Greg & Sheila + Matthew,  
Emily, Michael & Aiden
Joe & Lori + Cassandra,  

Nicole & Colin  
 Pat & Heather + Parker & Finn

Happy 40th Anniversary
Dave & Sharon McKay

Love Your Children & Grandchildren

Michelle Nadine Zitars

We hold you close within our hearts,
and there you will remain,

To walk with us throughout our lives,
until we meet again.

June 22, 1974 – August 24, 2010 

Forever remembered and greatly missed,
Mom (Donna Zitars), Gramma (Elaine) and 

Grampa (Bert) Meng, sister Jennifer Cumming and 
brother Jonathan Zitars

ANNIVERSARY

ANNIVERSARY THANK YOU

IN MEMORIAM

Open House

Congratulations to Delfred & Doris Weber 
who are celebrating their 50th Wedding 

Anniversary on September 27, 2017.
The family of Delfred & Doris invite friends and 
relatives to an open house reception on August 

25,2017 at Sauder’s Cottage Cove, 622445 
Sideroad 7, Williamsford, ON from 5-10 pm. 
A light supper will be served followed by a 

camp fire. Please bring lawn chairs. 

Delfred & Doris Weber

Best wishes only, please

ANNIVERSARY

Foell, Stanley Cyrus
Passed away peacefully on Friday, Au-
gust 11, 2017 at Knollcrest Lodge, Mil-
verton, at the age of 92 years. Stanley 
Cyrus Foell was the beloved husband 
for 39 years of the late Dorothy Kath-
leen (nee Metzger) Foell (2014). Lov-
ing stepfather of David and his wife 
Christine Foell of Strongsville, OH, 
Diane and her husband Bruce Hahn 
of Monkton, and Richard and his wife 
Terri Metzger of Milverton. Cherished 
grandfather of Chad Foell, Laurel 
Foell, Joshua Foell, Darrick (Jane) 
Hahn, Bill (Jenn) Hahn, Pam (Trevor) 
Brame, Charlene Hahn, Adam Hahn, 
Christopher Smith, Shawn (Sarah) 
Metzger, and Jennifer (Jason) Yantzi, 
and 14 great-grandchildren. Brother 
of Carl and Gwen Foell of Wallenstein. 
Brother-in-law of Herb and Frances 
Metzger of Waterloo, Helen Vander-
molen of Woodstock, Earl and Sharon 
Metzger of Elmira, Gladys Vollmer 
and John Henderson of Simcoe, An-
naBelle Payson of Elmira, Heather 
Metzger-Morrison of Kitchener, and 
Robert Metzger of Waterloo. Lovingly 
remembered by Bruce and Cindy Foell, 
Heather Foell, Janet Foell, Connie 
Hamilton, John and Judy Wellwood, 
Nancy (Casey) Halstead, and Kevin 
Wellwood. Predeceased by his parents 
Emmanuel and Emma Foell, his sister 
Jean Foell, brother Robert Foell, and 
granddaughter Melissa Hahn. Stan 
was a member of St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Church in Linwood, Elmira Golf Club, 
a lifelong harness racing fan and 
a gentlemen farmer. Visitation for 
family and friends will take place on 
Thursday, August 17, 2017 from 2-4 
and 7-9 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira, and 
Friday, August 18, 2017 at St. James 
Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. S., 
Elmira, from 1 p.m. until the funeral 
service time at 2 p.m. Cremation will 
follow with a committal service and 
interment in Elmira Union Cemetery 
at a future date. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to Parkinson 
Canada would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Selinda (nee Bearinger)
Passed away peacefully at her home 
on Friday, August 11, 2017, in her 
72nd  year. Survived by her husband 
Ira Martin of RR 1, Linwood. Mother 
of Paul Martin of Cambridge, Verna 
and Edwin Bowman of RR 3, Listowel, 
Cleason and Martha of RR 1, Linwood, 
Lena and Amsey Brubacher of Croton, 
Mary and Aaron Burkhart of RR 1, St. 
Clements, Elvina and Oscar Bearinger 
of RR 1, Wallenstein, Minerva and 
Gordon Martin of RR 1, Elmira, Nancy 
Martin and Lester Martin, both at 
home. Grandmother of 40 grandchil-
dren. Survived by her siblings Aden 
and Elvina of Elmira, Delton and Katie 
of Harriston, sister-in-law Lydiann 
Bearinger of Wallenstein, Eileen and 
Joseph Gingrich of Holstein, Abram 
and Anna of Wallenstein, Salome and 
Melvin Martin, and Preceda and James 
Weber, all of Mt. Forest. Predeceased 
by her parents, Sidney and Hannah 
(Martin) Bearinger, and by her brother 
Cleon. Friends called at her home, 
3838 Lichty Rd, Linwood, on Saturday, 
August 12, 2017, from 1-5 p.m. and 
Sunday, August 13, 2017, from 1-5 p.m. 
A family service was held at her home 
on Monday, August 14, 2017, at 9 a.m., 
then to Linwood Mennonite Meeting 
House for burial and public service. 

www.dreis ignerfuneralhome.com

Wideman, Mary Ann (Martin)
Peacefully passed away on Tuesday, 
August 8, 2017 at Barnswallow Place, 
Elmira, at the age of 105 years. She 
was predeceased by her first husband 
of 34 years, Alvin S. Weber (1970) 
and her second husband of 30 years, 
Manassah Wideman (2002). She is 
survived by her children Oscar (Erla) 
Weber, Melinda (Homer) Martin, 
Alice (Earl) Martin, Clayton (Anna) 
Weber, Enoch (Dorothy) Weber, Verna 
Weber, Paul (Shirley) Weber; 19 grand-
children and 43 great-grandchildren; 
brothers Enoch, Herman and Amsey 
(Leona) Martin. Also survived by her 
stepdaughter Elvina Diefenbacher, 
stepsons Amsey (Erla) Wideman and 
Menno (Florence) Wideman, and their 
families. Predeceased by sisters Leah 
Frey and Lovina Bearinger and broth-
ers Ervin, Moses and Edwin Martin, 
great-granddaughter Daina Brooke 
Martin (2002), stepdaughter-in-law 
Eileen Wideman (2009), and stepson-
in-law Lorne Diefenbacher (2013). 
Visitation for family and friends took 
place on Thursday, August 10, 2017, 
from 6-8 p.m., and Friday, August 11, 
2017, from 1:30-4:30 p.m. at the Dreis-
inger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., 
Elmira. A family service was held on 
Saturday, August 12, 2017, at 9 a.m., 
in the funeral home chapel, then to 
Elmira Mennonite Meeting House for 
burial and public service. The family 
wishes to express special thanks to the 
staff at Barnswallow Place for the lov-
ing care given to our mother for the 
past 12 years. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

DAVIES, KATHERINE | Peace-
fully passed away on 
Thursday, August 10, 2017, 
at Chartwell LTC, Elmira, at 
the age of 104 years.

PALACH, ANTHONY JAMES | 
Passed away peacefully 
surrounded by family at 
University Gates, Water-
loo on Tuesday, August 
8, 2017 at the age of 64 
after a valiant battle with 
Multiple Systems Atrophy.

VOLLMER, RICHARD | Passed 
away peacefully on 
Tuesday, August 8, 2017 
at Innisfree House, Kitch-
ener, Richard of Wellesley-
Lisbon in his 73rd year.

DEATH NOTICE
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LIVING HERE
AG. ROOTS / A LONGTIME TRADITION

In summer, I prefer 
lighter desserts. 

Baked cheesecakes with 
three or four blocks of 
cream cheese or a dessert 
with 27 ounces of chocolate 
seem excessive. I cobbled 
this together: Peanut But-
ter Mousse Torte.

Peanut Butter 
Mousse Torte
Base:
1/2 cup butter, softened
1 cup brown sugar
1 egg
1/2 cup cocoa
1 tsp. vanilla
1/2 cup flour
Pinch salt

Peanut Butter Layer;
1 – 250 gr. cream cheese, 
softened
3/4 cup icing sugar
3/4 cup peanut butter
4 cups whipped cream  
(already whipped)
1/2 cup coarsely grated 
chocolate

Chocolate Mousse:
1/2 cup whipping cream
1 cup semi-sweet chocolate 
chips
2 tsp. unflavoured gelatine
1/4 cup cold water
1/2 cup sour cream
2 cups whipped cream  
(already whipped)

A dessert 
in keeping 
with the 
season

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

ALI WILSON

AMBASSADOR | 28

Wellesley Fall Fair 
ambassador Miranda 
Schultz is heading to the 
big city this weekend to 
represent the township at 
the provincial level. 

As part of her role, she 
will be competing to be the 
Canadian National Exhibi-
tion Ambassador of Fairs 
in Toronto.

The year-long title takes 
the winner throughout the 
province as a representa-

Winding down her term, Miranda Schultz heads to Toronto this weekend to compete at the Ex

tive of the CNE and all ag-
ricultural fairs. 

“It will definitely be a 
brand new experience,” 
said Schultz. “It is going 
to be a lot of stepping out 
of my comfort zone. To-
ronto is definitely out of 
my element, but it is going 
to be exciting and a little 
bit nerve-wracking at the 
same time.”

After already meeting 
the other 89 competitors at 
Ontario Association of Ag-
ricultural Societies’ events, 

Schultz says she is happy 
to be familiar with the 
other representatives going 
into the contest.

“So it’ll just be now we 
are in a new environment 
and the stakes are higher, 
we will just kind of see how 
it goes,” she said.

After being the reigning 
ambassador in Wellesley 
over the past year, she wel-
comes the opportunity to 
represent the community 
in the provincial spotlight, 
but says it will be a bit 

overwhelming if she is ac-
tually chosen.

“It’s just a busy time. I 
am starting university this 
September, so it would just 
be icing on the cake,” she 
said. 

Although this fall will 
not see her competing for 
the title again, it will chal-
lenge Schultz in another 
regard with her acceptance 
to the St. Jerome’s Univer-
sity, in partnership with 
the University of Waterloo. 
She is registered in hon-

ours arts with the hopes of 
pursuing a fine arts degree. 

Schultz was selected 
as last year’s ambassador 
after her touching speak 
about the power of giving 
back to the community 
and the value of being a 
kind neighbour. The ex-
perience took her well be-
yond her comfort zone and 
exposed her to her own 
community in a totally 
new light.

Wellesley’s Miranda Schultz is gearing up to compete for the covenant title of CNE Ambassador of Fairs this weekend at the Canadian National Exhibition in Toronto. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

CNE a bigger fair and bigger 
stage for Wellesley ambassador

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DONNA GINGRICH

RECIPE
NOTES

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net
Accredited  

Test & Repair Facility

Brake fluid is often overlooked 
as a safety item in vehicles! 
It can accumulate moisture which contaminates 
the fluid and deteriorates the brake components. 
A brake fluid flush is recommended every 3 years 
or 60,000kms. Talk to your service advisor for 
more details.
– Lewis
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

AUGUST 18

ST. JAMES RED SHED Pork and Corn Roast fundraiser 
for the Canadian Food Grains Bank. Music by The Stiff 
Family – Blue Grass. St. James Red Shed, 1998 Line 
45, Perth East. Meal at 6:30 p.m., Entertainment at 
8 p.m. Advanced tickets recommended. Call Beth at 
519-656-2731 or e-mail bluebird@cyg.net.

AUGUST 20

LYNN RUSSWURM’S SUNDAY NIGHT Concert Series 
featuring Earl Fries & the Chaparrels. Bring a lawn 
chair to Gore Park, Elmira, 7-9 p.m.

AUGUST 27

LYNN RUSSWURM’S SUNDAY NIGHT Concert Series 
featuring Southbound. Bring a lawn chair to Gore 
Park, Elmira, 7-9 p.m.

SEPTEMBER 6

W.O.W. EUCHRE TOURNAMENT. EUCHRE at “What’s 
on Wednesday” for 55+. Wednesday September 
6 at 14 p.m.. St Clements CC. Fitness, games and 
refreshments always available. For information call 
Sue at 226-789-8904.

SEPTEMBER 13

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT Calvary United 
Church, 48 Hawkesville Rd., St Jacobs 12 p.m. 
Community Care Concepts invites you to join us 
for lunch, fellowship and entertainment. $11. Call 
519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 by noon 
September 11 to sign up.

SEPTEMBER 14

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN – 10:30 a.m. Woodside Bible 
Fellowship, 200 Barnswallow Dr. “Trash Talk – Why 
the changes are important and how it is going”- 
Region of Waterloo. “Music to Encourage the Soul” 
–  Hank and Janet Sonnenberg. Suggested donation 
$7 includes lunch. For more information call 519-669-
8752.

NEW HORIZONS IS A group for boomers, zoomers and 
seniors. Join us at 10 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre. Rob Ring, videographer and director, Topic - 
Documenting Local History: The Bridegeport General.

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT Breslau Community7 Centre, 
12 p.m.. Community Care Concepts invites you to join 
us for a light lunch and fellowship. $6. Call 519-664-
1900 by noon Sept 12 to sign up.

SEPTEMBER 16 

ANNUAL CHICKEN AND SAUSAGE BBQ at St Jacobs 
Mennonite Church, 1310 King St., 4:30-6:30 p.m. A 
great night out with friends. Tickets during office 
hours 519-664-2268 or at the door. See our website 
for more details at www.sjmc.on.ca.

SEPTEMBER 20

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT Wellesley Community 
Centre, 1000 Maple Leaf St, 12 p.m. Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us for a light lunch and 
fellowship, $6. Call 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-
664-1900 by noon September 18 to sign up.

SEPTEMBER 25

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
24 Snyder Ave., Elmira, 12 p.m. Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us for a light lunch and 
fellowship, $6. Call 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-
664-1900 by noon September 21 to sign up.

SEPTEMBER 27

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT Linwood Community 
Centre, 12 p.m. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for lunch, fellowship and entertainment, 
$11. Call 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 by 
noon September 25 to sign up.

OCTOBER 12 

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN – 10:30 a.m. Woodside Bible 
Fellowship, 200 Barnswallow, Elmira. “Still With Us” 
former refugee’s life story offers hope – Msenwa 
Oliver Mweneake. “Tone of Joy” music by Tonia-Joy 
Skipper. Suggested donation $7 includes lunch. For 
information call 519-669-8752.

NOVEMBER 9 

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN – 10:30 a.m. Woodside Bible 
Fellowship, 200 Barnswallow Dr, Elmira. “Birds of 
Prey Demonstration” – Sandra Davey, Mountsberg 
Raptor Centre. Devotional Speaker: Henk Wichers. 
Suggested donation $7 includes hot lunch. For 
information call 519-669-8752.

REACH
OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:30 am 
Community Worship 
Service in Gibson Park

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Zion Mennonite Fellowship

Finding The Way Together

Community Service 10:30am

Details on our website

519-669-1296 | www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira 

“Good News for 
the Weary”

Speaker: Harold Paisley

 Sunday, August 20th

Single Service @ 10:00AM
4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 

• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Picnic at 
Conestoga Bible Camp

Sunday, Aug 20th

11:00 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 10:30am
Ecumenical Service 

in Gibson Park
Bring lawn chairs, 

snack to share
Rain location: St. Teresa of Avila RC Church

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:00am 

519.669.5030 

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973
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ACROSS
1. Muscular contraction
5. Drug-yielding shrubs
10. Spherical bacteria
15. Baltic capital
16. Drone pipe
17. Unit measuring loudness
18. Appropriate
20. Draft holder
21. Wherewithal
22. People person
24. Stan who created 
Spider-Man
25. Bundle
27. Sound asleep?
29. Computer operator
31. “The Catcher in the 
___”
32. Boar’s mate
35. Strike down
37. Après-ski drink

39. Support, with “up”
41. Near
42. Birthplace of Solidarity
45. Dump into a Dumpster
46. Queen’s home
48. Spore sacs, in botany
51. “Is that ___?”
52. Hematologist’s study
53. One way to fall
55. End
56. Oceanic backflows
57. Angel’s headwear
59. Benzene derivative, 
for one
60. Cellist Yo-Yo
61. Dracula, at times
63. Lit
64. Antioxidant berry
65. Comedian and pod-
caster Maron

DOWN
1. French vineyard
2. Type of CPU (abbr.)
3. Chills and fever
4. Soils
5. Trigonometry abbr.
6. Electric receptacle
7. Algonquian Native
8. “Farewell, mon ami”
9. Ham, to Noah
11. Crude group?
12. Energy point in yoga
13. Brooklyn’s ___ Island
14. Marching together
19. Composes
21. Jacobs and Anthony, e.g.
23. Fiasco
25. Indiana’s state flower
26. Mail org. in The States
28. Yemeni currency units
30. Sacred beetle of ancient 

Egypt
33. Boat in “Jaws”
34. Sophisticated
36. Auspices: Var.
38. Animal with striped legs
40. Stone Age
43. Notre ___
44. “God’s Little ___”

47. Congratulations, of 
a sort
49. Blue
50. The “I” of T.G.I.F.
52. Circumference divided 
by diameter
53. Word before large
54. Bogus
58. Common coffee variety
62. Seaweed substance
63. ___ and cheese

Don’t lay down a big bet on human cloning happening anytime soon

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. Whatever happened 
to that almost-famous 
“pen for the atomic age”?

A. Although the “Atomic 
Pen” made a cameo appear-
ance in Stanley Kubrick’s 
classic “2001: A Space Odys-
sey,” the Parker Pen Com-
pany that developed it in 
1958 never mass produced 
it, says Evan Ackerman in 
“IEEE Spectrum” magazine. 
The show-stopper? The pen 
was radioactive, calling for “a 
tiny packet of radioactive iso-
topes that would heat the ink 
to produce a selectable range 
of line densities.” Yet, back 
in 1958, “in an era promis-

ing atomic cars and atomic 
planes, it no doubt seemed 
perfectly reasonable.”
Q. What are the odds on 
a few scientific break-
throughs for humanity 
within the next 10 years or 
so, such as establishing a 
permanent Mars colony 
and cloning humans?
A. Consultant Michael 
Brooks, writing in “New 
Scientist” magazine, asked 
the experts and bookmaker 
PaddyPower for their in-
put. For a permanent Mars 
colony by 2027, the bookie’s 
odds were 33/1. Recently, 
billionaire venture capital-
ist Elon Musk announced 
plans to establish a Mars 
colony in the 2020s, 
but astrobiologist Lewis 
Darnell is skeptical: It’s an 
18-month trip from Earth, 
and “Mars is a brutal and 

unforgiving environment,” 
a daunting place indeed to 
establish a self-governing 
human colony that’s food 
and energy independent. 
He hopes for a colony with-
in 50 years but thinks even 
that is overly optimistic.

Now consider human 
cloning, with bookie’s 
odds at 10/1 against a vi-
able human clone by 2027. 
Cows, mice, chickens and, 
most famously, sheep have 
been successfully cloned, 
but with humans, many 
technical hurdles remain. 
“Cloning is hard to perfect 
and live births are elusive.” 
For example, it took 277 
attempts to clone Dolly, 
the first sheep that lived to 
adulthood, mated and gave 
birth to lambs normally. 
However, she developed 
osteoarthritis and died 

from a lung disease at the 
relatively young age of 6.

Moreover, in primates, 
structures vital for cell di-
vision sit very close to the 
cell nucleus and tend to get 
damaged during extrac-
tion, leading to potentially 
“catastrophic errors.” As 
UK researcher Alison Mur-
doch sees it, the bookie’s 
assessment seems rather 
optimistic. “As a scientist, 
I can’t ever say never, but 
I estimate the odds being 
close to zero.”
Q. Are you one of the 200 
million or so people ex-
pected to travel to one of 
12 states (from Oregon to 
South Carolina) to view 
the first coast-to-coast 
total solar eclipse (TSE) 
in nearly a century?
A. In fact, it could become 
one of the most watched 

eclipses in history, writes Sid 
Perkins in “Science News” 
magazine, reviewing three 
recent books on the subject. 
A TSE occurs when the moon 
passes in front of the sun and 
blocks its entire face, seen 
from the vantage of Earth. As 
astronomer Anthony Aveni 
explains in “In the Shadow 
of the Moon,” “TSEs arise 
from a fluke of geometry 
that occurs nowhere else in 
the solar system”: the sun 
is 400 times as large as our 
moon but also 400 times 
farther away, making the 
moon just the right size to 
cover the sun’s face without 
blocking its corona. 

And this fluke of geome-
try is also a fluke of history. 
As planetary scientist John 
Dvorak points out in “Mask 
of the Sun,” “because the 
moon’s orbit drifts about 

four centimeters farther 
from Earth each year, there 
will come a time when the 
moon will no longer appear 
to cover the sun.”

Also, in many instances 
a lunar eclipse occurs 
two weeks before a solar 
eclipse—“a coincidence 
that may have helped an-
cient astrologers ‘predict’ 
an eclipse,” physicist Frank 
Close writes in “Eclipse.” 
Dvorak further notes that 
ancient Babylonians could 
predict its onset within a 
few hours, the Greeks with-
in 30 minutes. “And today’s 
astronomers can pin down 
eclipses to within a second.”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 or 
email donna.atasteofnostalgia@
gmail.com.

spring-form pan.
Refrigerate while you 

make the mousse.

Chocolate Mousse:
Heat 1/2 cup cream and 

chocolate chips in micro-
wave just until melted.

Meanwhile, sprinkle gel-
atine over cold water in a 
small microwaveable dish.

Set gelatine aside to 
soften, then heat it for a 
few seconds to melt.  

Add gelatine to chocolate 
mixture and let it cool, but 
not set.

When cool, fold in sour 
cream and whipped cream 
gently.

Spread over peanut but-
ter layer in spring-form 
pan.

Refrigerate until firm, a 
few hours or overnight.

To serve, carefully run 

Prepare a 10” spring-
form pan by putting a sheet 
of parchment paper on the 
bottom.

For the base, cream but-
ter, brown sugar and egg 
until light.

Add rest of ingredi-
ents, mix until combined. 
Spread batter into spring-
form pan.

Bake at 350º F for 15-20 
minutes until set in the 
middle.

Cool base completely.
For peanut butter layer, 

beat cream cheese and ic-
ing sugar until light.

Add peanut butter, mix.
Gently fold in whipped 

cream and grated choco-
late.

Spread over base in 

CHEF’S TABLE: Whipping up something light
a knife around the torte in 
the pan.

Loosen sides and re-
move.

Remove parchment and 
slide torte onto a serving 
platter.

Garnish with additional 
whipped cream and choco-
late as desired.

FROM | 25
315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 6am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

-- AUGUST 17TH TO 20TH --

HUGE VINYL
BLOWOUT!

100% WATERPROOF

AC4-4MM
CLICK VINYL
$157

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99
/SQ FTFROM

IN STOCK

100% WATERPROOF

CLICK VINYL 
TILES

$197
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99
/SQ FTFROM

IN STOCK

100% WATERPROOF

LOOSE-LAY
VINYL

$137
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99
/SQ FTFROM

LUXURY CLICK VINYL

4MM THICK
WIRE BRUSHED
$197

REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99
/SQ FTFROM

IN STOCK

AC4-4MMLOOSE-LAY

CLICK VINYL 

CORK PAD ATTACHED ATTACHED

7MM THICK
CLICK VINYL
$337

REG 7.29REG 7.29REG 7.29REG 7.29REG 7.29REG 7.29
/SQ FTFROM

IN STOCK

NEW PRODUCT!

CLICK VINYL
HANDSCRAPED
$297

REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99
/SQ FTFROM

IN STOCK

CLICK VINYL 7MM THICK

4MM THICK

WIDE PLANK - GRAY

4MM THICK
CLICK VINYL
$267

REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99
/SQ FTFROM

IN STOCK

4MM THICK

HANDSCRAPED VINYL

5MM THICK
SAWCUT OAK
$237

REG 4.79REG 4.79REG 4.79REG 4.79REG 4.79REG 4.79
/SQ FTFROM

IN STOCK

5MM THICK
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FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

9AM
9AM
11AM

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

9AM
9AM
9AM

9PM
9PM
9PM

THURSDAY 9AM 9PM
9PM
6PM
5PM

SALE HOURS

OUR HOURS

IN STOCK

“I have described it to 
people as one massive ex-
perience because, honestly, 
at the beginning of it I had 
signed up and said ‘okay, 
I’ll do this,’ and I was really 
kind of shy and worried,” 
she explained of the begin-
ning of her journey. “It was 
definitely something far, 
far out of my comfort zone, 
something I never imagined 
I would ever do.” 

That she was even nomi-
nated by others to run for 
the ambassadorship helped 
her with decision.

“If these people think I 
can do this, maybe I should 
believe them and take a 
chance,” she explained. “In 
the last year I have done a 
lot of new and interesting 
things and it has really been 
a great experience – I can 
say that wholeheartedly.”

She encourages others to 
take the leap of faith as well 
and, if given the opportu-
nity to pursue the title, to 
do so.

“Most people when they 
think about it see the tiara, 
they see the sash, they 
think it is just a silly kind 
of beauty-type contest, but 

it is really not at all. It is a 
really very special learning 
experience and if you’re 
handed the experience I 
would encourage any young 
person to do it,” she said. 
“You’ll get to experience 
new things, you’ll get to try 
new things. The fair board 
in Wellesley is a fantastic 
group of people – they have 
helped me and they have 
allowed me to use my skills 
and strengths on the board 
and it has been good.”

After enjoying herself 
for the past year, this latest 
competition is taking her to 
new territory again.

The CNE contest has 
seen more than 3,000 
young people from some 
100 communities across 
Ontario compete since its 
conception in 1976. Comber 
Agricultural Society’s Amy 
Natyshak took home the 
2016 title competing against 
more than 70 contestants 
aged 18 to 25 who represent-
ed agri-fairs across Ontario.

“It should be fun,” said 
Schultz, noting the similari-
ties of her past competition. 
“Perhaps it is a bit like [the 
local fair] on steroids.

“There are so many of us 

that they split them up al-
phabetically by the name of 
their ag. group,” she said.

Replacing the visual 
presentation portion from 
the Wellesley competition, 
Schultz submitted a biogra-
phy at registration to allow 
the judges to get to know 
her a bit better. 

“And then at the actual 
competition that everyone 
sees on the Sunday is when 
they will separate seven 
finalists. Those seven do 
their prepared speech and 
then from those, they pick 
their top three who are 
asked the impromptu ques-
tions.” 

Schultz says she is 
prepared for the contest, 
though she’ll be expecting 
the unexpected.

“I sure hope I am pre-
pared for it – I am trying 
very hard to be,” she said. 
“Life always throws some-
thing at you that you’ve 
never expected though.”

The CNE Ambassador of 
the Fairs competition is tak-
ing place in Toronto August 
18-20, with both the semi-
finals and finals on Sunday 
in the Queen Elizabeth The-
atre at the Ex.

AMBASSADOR: Expecting the unexpected
FROM | 25

       FUN TIMES AT THE        DRAYTON       FAIR

Despite a rain-out Friday evening, the Drayton Fair was crowded last weekend with visitors. Amongst the attractions were the various 
animal-showmanship competitions and the ever-popular demolition derby. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]


