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6 Pc. Extension
Table Dining Set

with Storage Leaf,
4 Side Chairs & Dining Bench

Choice of 2 finishes

Server $599

NO TAX on all 
Canadian Made 
Custom Orders!

OPEN 7 DAYS | 30 Benjamin Rd., Waterloo (across from St. Jacobs Outlet Mall) 519-746-0060 | FLYER SPECIALS www.furniturehouse.ca

*See store for details

Break-ins, 
thefts from 
vehicles up 
in rural areas, 
police report

BREAK-INS AND THEFTS FROM 
vehicles are on the rise in the town-
ships, according to Waterloo Regional 
Police.

In a presentation to Wellesley coun-
cil December 19, superintendent Daryl 
Goetz said that in the vast majority of 
cases, the thefts were possible because 
of unlocked homes and vehicles.

“We’re all very trusting, and we get 
all lackadaisical when we come home, 
walk in the house and leave our valu-
ables in the car,” said Goetz. 

Criminals were increasingly taking 
advantage of that situation, he added.

Between January and the end of 
November, there were 103 break-and-
enters reported to the police by rural 
residents. This was up more than 
a third from the five-year average 
of 71 reports over the same period. 
Break-ins to commercial properties 
had risen to 67 from a five-year av-
erage of 51, while thefts under $5,000 
from vehicles are at 157 compared 
with the average of 128.

Goetz said that often times, rural 
communities are targeted by crimi-
nals from outside the area.

“We’ve noticed that. It’s not a trend 
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Gettin’ out on the ice 
with the Sugar Kings

The Elmira Sugar Kings held a public skate at the Woolwich Memorial Centre following their home game against Dec. 17. Throngs of fans were out to meet the players and get autographs. From the top left clockwise, Sugar 
King Braydon Munn signs an autograph; Jeff Jordan signs several; Ethan Wiseman, Jake Burton and Braydon Munn pose with fans. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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Seniors’ centre part of the hustle and bustle 
of community activities at the WMC

STAYING ACTIVE / WOOLWICH SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION

ALI WILSON

THE WOOLWICH MEMO-
RIAL CENTRE in Elmira is 
typically a hive of activity, 
filled with residents of all 
ages taking part in a range 
of leisure options. Among 
them are those 55-plus tak-
ing in the offerings of the 
Woolwich Seniors’ Associa-
tion (WSA).

The WSA has been 
around since 1985, having 
started with just a group of 
local seniors with common 
interests in activities, many 
of which are still on offer 
today. 

“I know they had a pool 
table, I’m not sure if they 
had much else – this be-
ing a community that likes 
solo, I am sure they played 
solo and it’s just evolved 
from there,” said Yvonne 
Weppler, the group’s presi-
dent.

After volunteering with 
the board, on which she 
served for a year, she decid-
ed she wanted to take more 
of a hands-on role with the 
association; since then she 
has served as president for 
the past three years.

“I figure I am still young 
enough and active enough 
to do it, I want to take my 
turn when I can,” she ex-
plained, noting when her 
time is up she will enjoy 
using the facilities and pro-
grams as a member once 
again.

The seniors’ centre 
moved to the WMC when it 
opened in 2009, provided 
by the township with their 
own space.

Many programs, both 
fitness and recreational, 
are available through the 
association.  Snooker, yoga, 
tai chi, carpet bowl, quilt-
ing, pickleball, bid euchre, 
bridge and cribbage among 
them.

“We have so many pro-
grams going on,” said Wep-
pler. “In any given week 
you could be here at least 
24 times.”

WSA coordinator Nancy 
Lucier says that she sees 
many members joining the 
association to participate 
in a specific program, but 
rarely do they stick with 
just one.

“What we find is that 
people are interested in 

something that is being of-
fered here, so for example 
somebody is interested in 
playing pickleball, then 
they realize that pickleball 
is offered by the seniors 
association and then that 
brings them through the 
doors here,” she explained. 
“Some people don’t realize 
we are back here, but it is 
just that one interest that 

piques them to come back. 
It just grows from there.” 

For many though, the 
association provides an 
opportunity to facilitate 
community interaction in 
seniors, which is visibly 
present among the snooker 
players, for instance, who 
Lucier says can be found 
every Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. until 

12 p.m. enjoying the game 
with their friends. 

“It is somewhere to go 
where they can meet people 
who are interested in the 
same things, provide them 
with an activity that they 
can do, just getting out, 
really,” she said. “It is a con-
nection for them within the 
community.” 

Although many activities 

are offered, pool and any-
thing to do with cards are 
some member favorites. 

“This community is re-
ally a card playing group,” 
said Weppler. “In the card 
games, bid euchre is one 
of the big ones. Bridge is 
pretty big as well.”

However fitness classes 
are very prominent with 
the group, tai chi and pickle 
ball among those that really 
draw people in. 

“It is quite an active 
group,” said Lucier. “They 
all have their specialties  – 
so everything really has its 
following.” 

Although the seniors as-
sociation’s dedicated space 
is rather large, some of the 
fitness classes are extended 
into the WMC’s community 
room. Lucier explained that 
they have a very good part-
nership with the Township 
of Woolwich to be able to of-
fer these sorts of programs. 

That relationship grew 
deeper these past few years 
when the association part-
nered with the township 
to apply  for a government 

Snooker players are regulars at the seniors’ centre, where they have access to two full-size 
tables. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Tai chi, led by Dave Hoover, is one of the fitness classes offered through the WSA, held  in the community room at the WMC. 
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HOLIDAY HOURS:

OFFICE CLOSED
December 22nd (noon)

RE-OPENS January 2nd

WE LOOK 
FORWARD TO 

SERVING YOU IN 
2018!

From all of us at the Observer
Joe Merlihan, Donna Rudy, Steve Kannon, Ali Wilson, 

Faisal Ali, Pat Merlihan and Jake Stallard
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WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from January 2nd – January 6th

Frozen Assorted 3 lb. Bag

$2.39 REG. PRICE
$2.69 /lb.

Store Made 

Smoke Pork Hocks
(Great as is or in soup)

Precooked 
Breaded Chicken

Blackforest 
Ham

Fresh

Short Rib, Cross 
Cut or Pot  Roasts

REG. PRICE
$5.69 /lb.

$4.99

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$4.99

Store Made Deli Sliced 

Pork 
Tenderloin

Fresh

$10.00 ea.

Pork 
Schnitzel
$1.25 REG. PRICE

$1.50 ea.

Store Made 4 oz. Breaded 

REG. PRICE
$6.99/lb

REG. PRICE
$5.69/lb$4.99

Waterloo Region

The Memory and Aging Program™ is 
an education program developed at 
Baycrest Health Sciences in Toronto 
for older adults who are experiencing 
normal age-related memory changes.

Gain a better understanding 
of how memory works and 
tools to better manage your 
memory function through:
• Instructor led discussions 

with a neuropsychologist 
and a social worker.

• In-class exercises using 
evidence based strategies.

Next workshop 
series starts 

February 5 in 
Heidelberg!

Contact Dr. Brian Mainland to reserve a spot:
Email: kwmemoryandaging@gmail.com
kwmemoryandaging.com | 519-210-0224

CALL NOW 
TO RESERVE 
YOUR SPOT!

CALL 519-206-0336CONESTOGO www.koebelhcm.com
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

FURNACES | AIR CONDITIONERS | WATER HEATERS
FIREPLACES | AIR FILTRATION | HUMIDIFIERS 

HRVʼS | BBQ LINES | GAS PIPING

WE ARE YOUR 
SOURCE FOR:

UPGRADE YOUR FURNACE TODAY!
Competitive RatesFREE Estimates!

Wishing a 
Merry Christmas & 

Happy New Year to All of Our 
Clients & �eir Families!

�ank you for your patronage

FURNACE MAINTENANCECALL OR 
EMAIL FOR

FIELD
NOTES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ OWEN ROBERTS

WE SHARE OUR LIVES with 
two mixed breed dogs, 
Fender and Mindy, and a 
stray cat, Peete, who hit the 
jackpot when he found us. 
I can’t be sure that our pets 
love us, but I am sure that 
we love them, and we look 
after them the best we can.

We take them to our 
veterinarian annually for 
vaccinations and pest con-
trol medications, or when 
something related to their 
healthy goes wrong.

But our everything-
seems-okay approach is 
becoming passé.

You see, modern pet 
owners are much more 
hands-on. That’s good, 

Rural Ontario particularly prone to new veterinary shortage
but their demands have 
sparked a new shortage of 
veterinarians in Ontario 
at clinics that are already 
short-staffed with vet-
erinarians spending fewer 
hours on the job.

Prof. Jeff Wichtel, dean 
of the Ontario Veterinary 
College (OVC) at the Uni-
versity of Guelph, says 130-
140 Ontario practices are 
 seeking to hire a veterinar-
ian. That’s three times the 
historic number.

It’s worse in some rural 
and remote areas, where 
veterinarians – particularly 
for livestock – have long 
been in limited supply.

But the demands on 
veterinarians have grown 
lately, especially in the last 
18 months. Wichtel cites 
several reasons for the phe-
nomenon.

At the top of the list, he 

own their own practice.
“Today’s graduating vet-

erinarians value a healthy 
work-life balance,” says 
Wichtel.

So the college, and indeed 
the entire veterinary sec-
tor, is weighing its options. 
Wichtel says data are being 
collated to try to determine 
if the increased demand for 
veterinarians is a typical 
fluctuating cycle, or if it’s 
something longer term that 
demands attention.

This analysis will help 
the college plan for future 
workforce needs. However, 
because of the length of 
the veterinary professional 
program (four years), any 
action the college takes to 
enlarge enrolment won’t be 
felt until almost five years 
from the time of increased 
intake.

Other options could be 

looked at, he says, such as 
offering incentives to help 
veterinarians locate in ar-
eas of greatest need, simi-
lar to the support medical 
doctors receive to practice 
in underserved areas. Rais-
ing starting salaries, cur-
rently averaging around 
$75,000 a year, might also 
help, he says.

And yet another pos-
sibility is to increase re-
cruitment to Ontario from 
elsewhere.

But in all, despite the 
whirlwind the profession is 
in, Wichtel says the interest 
in veterinary science and 
medicine at OVC remains 
high. 

“There’s a lot of change 
in the profession, “ he says, 
“but fortunately many 
young people still have 
their hearts set on becom-
ing veterinarians.

says, is millennial pet own-
ers. As a group, they are 
taking unprecedented care 
with their animals, visiting 
veterinarians much more 
than previous generations.

“They take a very respon-
sible approach to pet own-
ership and their pets are 
one of the areas in which 
they’ve chosen to spend 
their money,” says Wichtel.

But their higher level of 
needs have put a strain on 
the veterinary system.

The shortage might 
soon be felt more acutely 
in rural areas, with veteri-
narians who have a mixed 
practice with livestock and 
companion animals. 

New regulations govern-
ing veterinary oversight of 
antibiotic use are due to 
come into effect in 2018. 
Specifically, veterinary 
antibiotics that were previ-

ously available over the 
counter will now require 
prescriptions, as the indus-
try takes steps to reduce 
antibiotic use and fight 
resistance. Prescriptions 
can’t be written unless the 
veterinarian has actually 
visited the farm to diag-
nose the problem. That 
means more work and 
more time on the road.

Another contributing 
factor to the shortage is the 
changing nature of the vet-
erinary workforce.

Research in the veteri-
nary sector suggests that 
recent graduates typically 
devote about 1,500 hours 
annually to veterinary 
practice. That’s about 500 
hours fewer than the in-
dustry was accustomed to 
in past decades.

And they are less inter-
ested in putting in hours to 

Woolwich’s snow-clearing budget expected to see surplus at year’s end
FAISAL ALI

A MILD END TO last winter 
offset a sometimes-snowy 
start to this one, meaning 
Woolwich’s snow-clearing 
budget is likely to have a 
surplus when 2017 comes 
to an end.

The township manages 
its budget based on the cal-
endar year, meaning snow 
removal costs typically 
comes early and late in the 
process.

The very wintry weather 
we’ve had at times since 
last month have not been 
frequent enough to drain 
the coffers, said Dan Ken-
naley, the township’s di-

rector of engineering and 
planning.

Of the $700,000 allocat-
ed at the start of the year 
for road snow removal, 
$474,000 was spent be-

tween January and April, 
while a further $82,000 was 
spent up until the end of 
November. The balance of 
approximately $144,000 
remains for the month of 

December.
Of the $41,000 budgeted 

to clear sidewalks out-
side municipal buildings 
(schools, fire stations), 
$27,000 was spent between 
January to the end of No-
vember. Kennaley noted 
this week that there may 
be a few more invoices to 
add into the system, but 
the money left in the kitty 
should be more than ad-
equate to last through the 
end of December. 

The roads are cleared by 
township staff, with costs 
for wages, salt and sand 
fluctuating based on the 
weather.

Private contractors look 

after sidewalks and mu-
nicipal parking lots. 

Sidewalk clearing in 
Elmira was budgeted at 
$128,000 at the start of the 
year. With $75,000 spent 
so far, there’s $53,000 left 
for the month of Decem-
ber. Costs are billed back 
to Elmira property owners 
through a special levy.

A separate budget is 
maintained for clearing 
municipal parking lots. In 
2017, a total of $38,000 was 
earmarked for the contract, 
while only $17,000 has 
been spent through to the 
end of November.

“Lots of margin there. 
We shouldn’t have any 

problems with regards to 
our parking lots,” said Ken-
naley.

Woolwich council last 
week awarded three-year 
contracts to the compa-
nies that carry out the 
work. Mitchell Property 
Maintenance carries out 
the Elmira sidewalk snow-
clearing and looks after the 
municipal parking lots. 

In St. Jacobs, Conestogo 
and Heidelberg, it’s Beggs 
Excavating Inc. that clears 
snow from around munici-
pal buildings, while Wright 
Landscaping Services Inc. 
will do the same in Mary-
hill, Bloomingdale and 
Breslau.
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LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

Give Blood … to save lives.
The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, Jan 5th, 2018 from 2:30pm - 8:30pm

at Linwood Community Centre 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

63 Union St., Elmira • 519-669-1842

ELECTRIC MOTORS | GENERATORS | AUTOMATION CONTROL
ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.blood.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

that’s specific to our [town-
ship and region], it’s across 
the province. We’re finding 
the criminal element will 
roam and they’ll go from 
jurisdiction to jurisdiction. 
It’s a little easier for some-
body coming from a me-
tropolis near us to slide into 
here, we don’t know who 
they are. And then they 
sneak back out.

“The way to be vigilant is 
just to lock up and they’ll 
move on. … We just all have 
to work on that together.”

Rural Sgt. Kelly Gibson 
added the police were try-
ing to get the message out 
to the community to secure 
their valuables through 
the “lock it or lose it cam-
paign.” She also encour-
aged people to report suspi-
cious activity to the police. 

The non-emergency 
number for the Waterloo 
Regional Police was recent-
ly changed to 519-570-9777.

grant to provide a separate 
entrance for the seniors, 
which was built on the foot-
ball field side of the WMC.

“It has been wonderful 
for our members because 
now they can come directly 
in here. The driveway does 
not go all the way around 
the building so it does 
not become a race track; 
you have to come in turn 
around and come back,” 
explained Weppler of the 
new drop-off location and 
entrance. “The members 
who do have to use it, don’t 
have to walk from a handi-
cap spot out in the front to 
the building, through the 
building, down the hall-
way – they can be dropped 
off right here and with five 
or six steps they are in the 
room. So the ones that use 
it love it.”

Another community 
partnership the association 
conducts is the one with the 
youth centre – located on 
the other side of the WMC. 
Each month the youth, led 

by Ashley Gerber, put on 
and help with the serving of 
a dinner for seniors

“She is fantastic, she 
brings a team of students 
over and they actually 
help serve the dinner, clear 
the dinner, serve the juice 
and dessert coffee tea and 
things like that,” said Lucier 
of Gerber. “All of the feed-
back that I’ve gotten, it is all 
positive from the seniors, 
they love having them 
come over. They are just a 
really exceptional group 
of kids and that has been 
really a nice partnership 
for us. It’s a really neat con-
nection for people to have 
the young and the seniors 
of our community getting 
together, it has been really 
good.” 

Currently there are 330 
members at the association, 
with some 300 being active. 
Their eldest member will be 
turning 100 in the spring. 
When a member reaches 
their 90th year, their mem-
bership fee is waived and 
a special dinner is held to 
celebrate. 

SENIORS’ CENTRE: Association is always looking at ways to serve its members THEFTS: Lock 
it or lose it, 
police advise
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Woolwich Seniors’ Association 
president Yvonne Weppler 
(left) and treasurer Jane 
Graff take in some of the 
activities at the seniors’ 
centre in the WMC.   
[ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Riverside Public School kindergarten students joined in the fun of a Christmas concert at the school Dec. 21. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

RIVERSIDE PUBLIC SCHOOL KIDS LET IT SNOW AT CHRISTMAS SHOW
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IN SELLING OUT THE overwhelming majority 
of Americans with their tax reforms, U.S. Re-
publicans have also set the stage for a renewed 
call for lowered taxes in this country.

Not that there’s anything inherently wrong with lower-
ing taxes. There is everything wrong with Trump-style re-
forms that, true to form, provide the most benefit to Donald 
Trump, wealthy politicians and the corporations who own 
them. (The latter an explicit admission from Republicans 
who knowingly hurt their constituents in order to satisfy 
donors.)

In the version of tax reform approved this week, all of the 
permanent cuts – lowering the corporate tax rate to 21 per 
cent from 39, a 37 per cent top rate instead of 39.6, provisions 
the benefit owners and shareholders over even high-income 
earners – apply to the wealthy and corporations. All of the 
small tax cuts for the middle- and lower-classes expire over 
time. Moreover, the resultant $1.5 trillion in additional debt 
will trigger cuts to the already less-than-generous social 
safety net, including Medicare and Social Security, programs 
not used by the group that benefits most.

The GOP budget is unpopular across all public lines. 
That didn’t stop Republican politicians from approving it, 
however – their bank accounts outweigh the public interest, 
every time.

Beyond the budget being a disaster for Americans, as with 
many Trump policies, there’s a real impact on Canada.

Trump is already pushing for revisions to the North 
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and has insti-
tuted protectionist measures with implications for Canadian 
businesses. Given that the U.S. is our largest trading partner, 
what happens in Washington ultimately ripples through our 
economy. 

Already, we’re hearing rumblings about having to match 
some of the provisions in the Republican budget, especially 
corporate tax rates. Canada has enjoyed an advantage in 
having previously provided a large tax break to corporations 
– the federal rate is 15 per cent, with an additional 11 or 12 
per cent tacked on by the provinces. That combined rate was 
low enough to entice some movement into Canada, includ-
ing the likes of the Burger King headquarters swap. 

Now, arguments are being made that we’ll start to see 
a reversal of sorts, not only with U.S. companies but even 
Canadian ones looking to set up shop south of the border 
to take advantage of the tax climate. Similar cases are be-
ing made for the potential brain drain of entrepreneurs and 
mobile professionals. It’s an issue we’re seeing play out over 
the Trudeau government’s attempts to close loopholes on 
private corporations, particularly as used by doctors, for 
instance. 

The “staying competitive” card will be called for even 
more urgently as the reforms unfold in the U.S. 

In the States, the reforms are an attack on government 
– ideological for some, practical for others with wealth to 
shelter – that provide immediate benefits to the donor class 
while promising even more down the road as the safety net 
they don’t use is eroded.

That’s precisely what we want to avoid here, even if most 
governments are doing a good jump of proving they don’t 
deserve our money, let alone our trust.

Nobody appreciates paying taxes, but we do enjoy what 
the taxes bring us. We want all kinds of services, so we have 
to pay for them. But what we want to see is good value for 
our money, which means focusing on what’s essential, and 
not using our money to benefit a few. A tall order in 2018.

Expect calls for 
tax reform here 
to match Trump’s

“WE HAVE THREE GANG-
STERS, one suspect, and a 
president who is prisoner 
of a Top Six that is clearly 
compromised,” said Zackie 
Achmat, AIDS activist 
and Nobel Prize nominee, 
on hearing that Cyril Ra-
maphosa, a former trade 
union leader and business-
man, had been elected 
president of South Africa’s 
ruling African National 
Congress (ANC). 

It’s hard to celebrate 
when another billionaire 
wins an election, but 
thoughtful people in South 
Africa are at least relieved: 
it could have been worse. It 
could have been Nkosaza-
na Dlamini-Zuma, ex-wife 
of President Jacob Zuma, 
a profoundly corrupt man 
who has allowed, even 
encouraged corruption to 
spread through the higher 
ranks of the ANC.

There’s no evidence that 
NDZ is corrupt herself, 
but it was widely believed 
that if she won power she 
would protect her former 
husband, who is otherwise 

Things are bad in South Africa, but could be worse
likely to go to jail after he 
leaves the presidency. He 
faces 18 charges of corrup-
tion, fraud, racketeering, 
money laundering and tax 
evasion relating to 783 pay-
ments.

In October, the Supreme 
Court of Appeal reinstated 
the charges, which Zuma 
has repeatedly used his 
presidential powers to 
suppress or postpone. His 
former financial adviser, 
who went to jail for making 
those payments, says he 
will testify against Zuma if 
necessary.

Zuma was counting on 
NDZ to protect him (they 
have four children togeth-
er), and most of the ANC 
bigwigs who joined him in 
plundering the economy 
also backed her bid for the 
presidency. But Cyril Ra-
maphosa outmanoeuvred 
her, and on Tuesday he was 
narrowly elected president 
of the ANC.

He’s not yet running 
South Africa, but in the 
23 years since apartheid 
ended the ANC’s presi-
dent has usually become 
the country’s president as 
well.  Zuma can techni-
cally stay in power until the 
next scheduled elections 
in 2019, but last time the 

ANC’s president changed,  
the party immediately 
“recalled” the sitting presi-
dent of South Africa (Tha-
bo Mbeki) and put in the 
new man (Zuma). That may 
happen again this time – or 
it may not. 

If Ramaphosa becomes 
president of the whole 
country soon, there are 
high hopes that the cor-
ruption and the constant 
subversion of the law will 
stop, or at least shrink. 
Billionaires don’t need 
to steal. And if local and 
foreign investors believe 
that Ramaphosa is not only 
honest but competent, 
then maybe the economy 
will manage better than 
one per cent growth.

That would be nice, since 
it’s a long time since South 
Africa has seen any real 
economic growth. But it’s 
far from guaranteed, be-
cause Ramaphosa has been 
lumbered with a “Top Six” 
in the National Executive 
Committee (NEC) – a kind 
of cabinet – at least half of 
whom backed Nkosazana 
Dlamini-Zuma. 

Two of them, David 
Mabuza, now deputy presi-
dent of the NEC, and Ace 
Magashule, now secretary-
general, are definitely 

“gangsters.” They have 
ruled two large provinces, 
Mpumalanga and the Free 
State, for a long time; they 
are both inexplicably rich; 
and both of them have 
close ties to the Guptas, a 
mega-rich family of Indian 
immigrants who have such 
influence over Zuma that 
they have been accused of 
“state capture.”

Mabuza has also been 
accused of running a pri-
vate militia, and there has 
been an unusually high 
death rate among his local 
critics in Mpumalanga. Ma-
gashule’s critics have also 
had some health issues. 
The two men are definitely 
part of the problem, not of 
the solution.

It’s less clear whom 
Zackie Achmat thought the 
third “gangster” was, but 
it could be Jessie Duarte, 
now Magashule’s deputy. 
She also has ties to the 
Guptas, and vigorously 
defends Zuma’s action 
at every opportunity. All 
three were elected by the 
leadership conference, and 
Ramaphosa can’t fire them, 
so his hands are tied – or at 
best, his freedom of action 
is severely restricted. 

DYER | 7

Whatever happens in 2018, at least Canadians can take some solace in one thing ...
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

“It’s hard to celebrate when another billionaire wins an election, but thoughtful people in South Africa are at least relieved.” Gwynne Dyer | 6

DYER: Gangsters and 
other impediments 
to good government  
in South Africa
FROM | 6

Zuma will therefore probably have an-
other year to feather his nest and under-
mine the judiciary and the police before 
the scheduled general election in 2019. 
Even after that it is questionable how 
much headway Ramaphosa can make in 
cleaning up the party.

The great irony here is that Ramaphosa 
is richer than all of the thieves put togeth-
er. If he could just have given them all the 
money they stole (an estimated $40 mil-
lion in Zuma’s case, but much less for most 
of them), Ramaphosa would still be rich at 
the end of it and a lot of these crooks would 
have done the jobs they were elected for.

Some of them might even have done 
their jobs well, in which case South Africa 
would be a different place. But if Rama-
phosa had gone down that road, he would 
probably have ended up trying to buy 
the courts and the country’s remarkably 
free media as well, and those are its only 
safeguards against a descent into total dys-
function.

As an old friend and lifelong ANC mem-
ber said to me a couple of years ago: “If 
you had told me in 1984 (in the depths of 
apartheid) what South Africa would be like 
now, I would have been delighted. If you 
had told me in 1994 (the year of the coun-
try’s first free election), I would have been 
in despair.” The right attitude, of course, is 
somewhere in between.

NATIONAL VIEW

What is your favourite Christmas memory?

“When I was about 8 years old, I got a drum 
set for Christmas. I really wanted to learn how 
to play so I was pumped when I got them 
Christmas morning..”

 » Tyler Biles

“I think one of my first Christmas’ as a kid was 
just to see the cookies and milk was gone 
when we left it out for Santa.”

 » Jim Lettau

“Sitting around the table with the children.” 

 » John Chapman

“Enjoying pickled heart and tongue - my 
mother used to make pickled heart and 
tongue in November and we couldn’t open it 
until Christmas.”

 » Charlie Zettel

“Good memories of when we were kids, when 
we were trying to get where we were going 
because there was so much snow back then.”  

 » Larry Ferguson
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Kings’ Ethan Skinner closing 
in on some scoring milestones
In his fi nal season, productive 
forward has a chance to crack into the 
all-time top three for goals, assists

ALI WILSON

GALEA | 10

OPEN
COUNTRY

The 
offseason 
makes me 
lord of the 
flies

ONE OF THE BEST gifts I 
was given at Christmas this 
year was a book called Clas-
sic Steelhead Flies by John 
Shewey.  Don’t be jealous. 

As most cool people 
probably know, this book 
details the history of clas-
sic steelhead flies in North 
America and presents 
the reader with dozens of 
practical patterns that have 
proven effective on these 
big migratory rainbow 
trout. 

Like all great literary 
works, this one has lots of 
pictures and no big words. 
And, aside from making 
the book easier to read, 
these things inspire me to 
tie even more flies.

This is what fly fisher-
men do in the offseason, 
by the way, mostly because 
people don’t like it when 
you cut a 60-foot casting 
trough in the ice or show 
up to their social functions 
dressed in waders, Tilley 
hat and a fishing vest.  

I really like fly tying. But 
the other day Jenn asked 
me a question that no hon-
est angler should ever be 
subjected to. 

She perused the book she 
gave me and said, “These 
flies are really nice and all. 
But do you actually need 
these patterns just to catch 
fish?”

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

IN HIS FOURTH AND final 
year with the Elmira Sugar 
Kings, Ethan Skinner is 
approaching some scoring 
milestones only a few have 
ever reached before.

Over his career, Skin-
ner has scored 96 goals 
and 136 assists during the 
regular season to bring 
his overall points to 232. 
Having played 176 games 
in a Kings sweater, the 
5’9”, 180-pound forward 
is averaging 1.3 points per 
games. Those numbers put 
him close to the all-time 
top three with the junior B 
club.

The fourth-year King’s 
résumé includes winning 
the Sutherland and Cher-
rey cups, two Midwestern 
Conference offensive play-
er of the month awards and 
Second-Team All-Star slot.

“He is without a doubt 
the most dangerous offen-
sive weapon in the league,” 
said head coach Trent 
Brown of Skinner. “He is so 
dangerous with and with-
out the puck. Every time he 
is on the ice he is a threat.”

Brown has been part of 
the Kings’ staff for the en-
tirety of Skinner’s career; 
he knows the ins and outs 
of number 9’s play. The 
coach sees a number of fac-
tors contributing to Skin-
ner’s offensive prowess.

“What makes him suc-
cessful is, one, his skat-
ing ability; two is the way 
that he pursues the puck. 

Whether that player on 
the other team has full 
possession of it or it’s a 
loose puck, I haven’t seen 
anybody better at this level 
hunt pucks,” said Brown. 
“He is a guy that you rely 
on in those important min-
utes of the game, whether 
you need a goal or you need 
to stop the other team – he 
is just an elite competitor.

“He knows what it takes 
to win.”

Skinner started with 
the Kings in the 2014/2015 
season where, despite an 
injury, he still managed 
to come back and score a 
hat trick during the team’s 
Cherrey Cup-winning 
game. Having seen the 
athlete progress, the coach 
fondly remembers Skin-
ner’s early years. 

“He was a young kid – 
we had him when he was 
a 17-year-old rookie – and 
he was a very great player 
for us as a young impactful 
player from the start. I just 
remember playing against 
LaSalle and winning the 
Cherrey Cup at home here; 
he had just come off of an 
injury, but he wanted noth-
ing but to get back into the 
game,” Brown said, noting 
that despite the depth of 
their roster, Skinner was 
always a prominent player.

“We were a very, very 
deep team that year in 
14/15. I mean, you go down 
the list of guys that really 
helped us out in the play-
offs there upfront we were 
pretty loaded, but he found 

Sugar King Ethan Skinner is just points away from breaking into the club’s all time top three for goals and assists. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

FREE Community 
Family Skate!

Thursday, January 4th, 2018
1:30 - 3:30  Woolwich Memorial Centre, Elmira

FREE
HOT CHOCOLATE!

Skate with 
players from 
the Elmira 
Sugar Kings!

Community 
BUILDING A CONNECTED, CARING COMMUNITYBUILDING A CONNECTED, CARING COMM NITYNITY

a way to contribute every 
night. Every time he was on 
the ice, he might have been 
one of our most consistent 
players, but his smarts - 
again going back to his elite 
competitiveness, that re-
ally helped him early on in 
his junior career.” 

Skinner calls Kincardine 
his hometown, however 

he has lived in Elmira for 
nearly a quarter of his life. 
Having been scouted in 
midget by the Kings, he felt 
the team fit the bill right 
from the start.

“They showed the most 
interest throughout the 
year, it felt like a good fit. 
I came here to watch a 
couple of games and meet 

everyone and you could 
just tell right away that it 
stood out from most other 
places,” he said of his origi-
nal courtship by the Kings.

As a 20-year-old this is 
his last year with the Kings. 
Now a lone ranger as the 
only player on the roster 

SKINNER | 10
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390 ARTHUR ST. S.,  519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE  
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
FEN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

18 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties

Turkeys - Ducks
Ready-to-lay-pullets

DON'T RISK THE LIVES OF OTHERS SHARING THE ROAD. 
BEFORE YOU DRINK HAVE A PLAN TO GET HOME SAFE.

Impaired Driving Laws
Driving impaired or with more than 80 milligrams of alcohol in 100 milliliters of blood (.08) is an offence 
under the Criminal Code. Even if your blood alcohol concentration is less than .08, you can still be 
charged with impaired driving under the Criminal Code.

You will receive an immediate 90-day administrative driver’s licence suspension if your blood-alcohol 
concentration is more than .08, or if you fail or refuse to provide a breath or bodily fluid sample, perform 
a physical co-ordination test or submit to an evaluation. You will also be subject to an immediate seven-
day vehicle impoundment.

If you register a BAC from .05 to .08 (known as the “warn range”), you will receive an immediate driver’s 
licence suspension. For a first occurrence, you will be suspended for three days. For a second occurrence 
in a five-year period, you will be immediately suspended for seven days and you must undergo a 
remedial alcohol-education program. For a third or subsequent time in a five year period, you will be 
immediately suspended for 30 days and you must undergo a remedial alcohol-treatment program and 
have an ignition interlock condition placed on your licence for six months.

ARRIVE ALIVE!

JUNIOR BOYS IN TOUGH AGAINST HHSS

The EDSS junior boys’ basketball team hosted Huron Heights Secondary School Dec. 19, dropping a 87-53 decision. Owen O’Donell led the 
team with 17,  while Luke Weber had 9. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

LANCERS FALL TO KCI

The EDSS boys’ hockey team faced off against the KCI Dec. 14 at the Woolwich Memorial Centre in Elmira, falling 8-3. Lancer goals came from 
Tim Mayberry, Garrett Reitzel and Zack Pickard. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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I answered in the stan-
dard, prescribed way of my 
people. 

“Hey! Your hair looks 
really nice. Have you done 
something different with 
it?”

It was a very close call.
What Jenn had stumbled 

upon is the one secret that 
we fly tyers don’t want any-
one to know about – you 
don’t really need all that 

many flies. 
Shhhhh!
At most, you need a fa-

vourite streamer pattern 
or two (a muddler and a 
woolly bugger), a couple of 
good searching nymphs, a 
grasshopper, a generic dry 
may fly, caddis, and stone 
fly in a few sizes, and a few 
wet flies. If you were really 
trying, you could tie all of 
these in a day. 

But then what would you 
do for the rest of the win-

ter. Shovel snow? Yikes!
Besides, if we all just 

settled on those few reli-
able patterns, where would 
that leave all those good 
people in the fly tying ma-
terial industry? The truth 
is, we fly tyers don’t just 
feel like we have a respon-
sibility to the fish. No, we 
also feel like we are helping 
the economy. Do you think 
I just ordered a $60 worth 
of rooster feathers because 
I’m just being stupid? Don’t 

answer that.
If not for fly tyers like 

me, hundreds of people 
who breed roosters for 
their feathers would be 
hanging around chicken 
coops for reasons that 
would be hard to explain. 

I know. You’re probably 
going to tell me that they 
would go out and find 
other meaningful work. 
But, ask yourself this: 
would you hire someone 
who just told you that they 

used to breed chickens for 
a living?

I thought so.
As a fly tyer I support 

people whose sole job is to 
dye bucktails and rabbit 
skins unnatural colours 
that fish may or may not 
like. I also provide work 
for those salt-of-the-earth 
folks who comb llamas, 
possums, squirrels, bea-
vers and muskrats for 
their under fur. Then 
there are the pheasant 

and turkey tail pluckers 
and those people who sell 
colourful beads and other 
trinkets. 

If guys like me were not 
buying these things, they 
would probably be trading 
those beads and trinket to 
some completely unsophis-
ticated, indigenous people 
who have just made first 
contact with the modern 
world – and, you know, 
they’d be getting far less for 
them. 

GALEA: When it comes to fly tying supplies and equipment, wants will always outweigh needs
FROM | 8

LANCERS COMPETITIVE AT WMC

The EDSS swim team competed last Thursday at the Woolwich Memorial Centre against visiting schools Cameron Heights Collegiate Institute, Sir John A. Macdonald Secondary School and 
the Grand River Collegiate Institute. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

who has stuck around since 
his rookie season, he has 
earned his veteran status, 
including an ‘A’ on his jer-
sey.

“It has been a huge part 
of my life up to this point,” 
he said. “It’s just been cool 
to go through it all with dif-
ferent guys. Winning twice 
has been pretty special so 
far and hopefully we can 
win again this year – it’s 
hard to do it back to back 
but we are going to try.”

Looking back at what has 
led him to this point, there 
have been a few in those 
hundreds of points that 
have stuck out to him, pri-
marily his hat trick in the 
Cherrey Cup finals in his 
rookie year.

“My first year here we 
won the league and in the 
last game to win it, I got a 
hat trick,” he reminisced. 
“It was like the arena was 
full, and my first year I 
missed the first two rounds 
because I snapped a ten-
don in my ankle, but I 
came back in for the final. 
We were pretty dominant 
and then we got to win at 
home, which was special, 
and I luckily got three 
goals.”

Fast forward to last 
year and Skinner could be 
found hoisting the coveted 
Sutherland Cup.

Despite the success he 

has found individually 
with the team, it is appar-
ent with the athlete that it 
is those who he got to share 
the success with that have 
made his career with the 
Kings memorable.

“From the first year to 
last year there has been a 
lot of guys. There were only 
three of us who played here 
my first year, so it was a 
big change in the players, 
and to be able to win every-
thing with those other two 
guys, it was pretty special. I 
was a rookie from the start 
and we went through ev-
erything together,” he said, 
noting that now he is the 
only one of the three left.

Although he says this 
year’s team has had a tough 
first half of the season, 
they aren’t ready to give up 
hope just yet. They’re still 
hoping for a repeat of last 
year’s success.

So what does the 
20-year-old have to do to 
break into the all-time top 
three? He has 17 games left 
in the regular season to 
score four goals and ten as-
sists respectively to join the 
exclusive groups. If he does 
either, he will join that list. 
More so if he does both.

Looking ahead at the 
schedule – he’s had games 
of three or more points 
against Brampton, Strat-
ford and Brantford already 
this season – it seems the 
odds are in his favour.

SKINNER: Remaining schedule 
working in his favour
FROM | 10

A four-year veteran of the team, Skinner has hoisted the Cherrey and Sutherland cups.

SOME OFF-ICE TIME FOR THE KINGS

The Sugar Kings hosted a dinner after their home game Dec. 17 against the Stratford Warriors. They also put on a public skate at the arena, signing autographs for their fans.  
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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CHARTWELL ELMIRA

8 Snyder Avenue North
Elmira • 519-669-4111 
CHARTWELL.COM

Visit us 
Today

*Conditions may apply.

Limited suites 
now available!*

PAST THE CHRISTMAS 
RUSH but still in holiday 
mode, township residents 
looking for things to do 
have a bevy of free activi-
ties up for grabs.

At the Woolwich Me-
morial Centre, there will 

’Tis the season of giving, and that includes free recreational offerings
ALI WILSON be free skating as well as 

swimming offered just 
about every day over this 
week. 

“It is just good for fami-
lies just to be able to spend 
time together and it is 
something that everybody 
can do. It is a free event so 
its sponsored by the com-

panies and businesses in 
our area,” said Jodi Young, 
customer service coordina-
tor with Woolwich’s recre-
ation and facilities depart-
ment. “They can come and 
spend time together, and 
that’s what you want to do 
over the holidays: spend 
time together with family 

and friends.” 
In the spirit of the sea-

son, the freebies are spon-
sored by local businesses.

“The companies and 
the businesses that we ap-
proached were really open 
to it. A lot of them have 
done it for many years and 
they are very excited about 

helping out the community 
and giving families things 
to do over the holidays,” 
she said.

With about 14 skates and 
eight swims offered over 
the holidays, there are in-
deed options. 

And in Wellesley, there 
will be Township of Welles-

ley Christmas Public Skat-
ing at both St. Clements 
and Wellesley Arenas at 
various times over the holi-
day week. 

For more information, 
times and locations are 
listed on the townships 
websites, www.woolwich.ca 
and www.wellesley.ca
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RURAL CONNECTIONS

SPECIALIZING IN:
• FERTILIZER (Agricultural & Commercial)
• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845
Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440

www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

Fine wine grapes take time
Wine grape trials 
show promising 
early results

WHEN DR. HELEN K. Fisher 
retired as viticulture re-
search scientist at Vineland 
Research and Innovation 
Centre (Vineland), there 
were a few loose ends to tie 
up. 

Namely, what to do with 
her research on advanced 
wine grape selections for 
cold climate wine growing 
regions. 

“Breeding work for wine 
grapes is a very slow pro-
cess,” says Fisher. “Not 
only are you trying to find 
a plant that fits a climate, 
but it also needs to fit into 
a wine profile wineries are 
looking for.”

Vines can take up to 
four years to become es-
tablished in the soil and 
produce quality grapes. To 
determine if the fruit fits a 
desired wine profile, it must 
be processed into wine, and 
then assessed after aging 
for three or more years.

“We’re looking for good 
quality reds that are tough 
in terms of agronomic po-
tential and can withstand 
cold winters and wet grow-
ing seasons, that aren’t 
susceptible to disease or 
weather,” says Fisher. 

Fisher says her work 
holds potential for larger 
Canadian wineries that 
want a sturdy but neutral 
wine that can be used for 
blending with other grapes. 
But to get meaningful 
results, the hybrids need 
more time. After retiring 
and losing access to land 
and laboratories, Fisher 
found new ways to con-

RESEARCH / FINDING A GOOD FIT

Research at the Vineland centre in Niagara is helping to find grape varieties best suited to Canada’s soils and climates. [SUBMITTED]

tinue her research.
“I was left with the di-

lemma of what to do with 
the plant material when it 
was at a stage that wasn’t 
even close to being pre-
sented to the public,” Fish-
er says. “Fortunately, Wes 
Wiens of VineTech Canada, 
a local nursery, donated 
land so the research could 

continue. It was tough land 
on a cold site – perfect, for 
my purposes.”

Fisher worked with the 
VineTech team to re-prop-
agate 40 plant selections 
from the Vineland prop-
erty, based on genealogy 
and a superficial look at the 
most recent crop. She ap-
plied for funding through 

the Gryphon’s LAAIR Pro-
gram and hired a summer 
student to collect data from 
the field. She also enlisted 
nearby Niagara College to 
make wine with the har-
vested grapes. 

“Baco has had a good 
run in Niagara, but this is 
a chance to develop a new 
hybrid that offers a good 

amount of disease resis-
tance and cold tolerance, 
perhaps with less acidity,” 
says Fisher. 

Next, Fisher says project 
partners will test the wine 
quality, which she hopes to 
bring to two large wineries, 
to attract further interest 
and a long-term home for 
the research. 

By Lisa McLean for AgIn-
novation Ontario, a project 
of the Agri-Technology 
Commercialization Centre 
(ATCC). The ATCC is funded 
by Growing Forward 2, a 
federal-provincial-territori-
al initiative. 
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WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-323235 Howard Ave.  Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

At Woolwich Rentals, 
we provide you with 
QUALITY, RELIABLE 

equipment to start and 
finish your projects.

VISIT US TODAY!

WISHING EVERYONE A

AND A

NEW YEAR

WISHING EVERYONE AWISHING EVERYONE AWISHING EVERYONE AWISHING EVERYONE A

There’s a tool for that.

WISHING EVERYONE AWISHING EVERYONE AWISHING EVERYONE A

100 Union St. Elmira  519-669-0524  www.woolwichrentals.ca

AND A

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

 Custom Machining & Repairs
 Spline Cutting
 Large Turning
 Keying (Internal & External)

MACHINE 
& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning & Milling

RYAN WEBER 
519.669.2198

63 Union St., Elmira 
www.rytechmachine.ca

A  new solution to cleaning 
wastewater on shrimp farms
ONTARIO SHRIMP FARM-
ERS COULD soon be going 
green – with algae. New 
research is using algae to 
naturally clean recirculat-
ing saltwater on shrimp 
farms. Still in the early de-
velopment stages, the new, 
highly efficient process of 
removing nutrients and 
carbon dioxide from recir-
culating saltwater is being 
tested at the University of 
Guelph.

“It’s not a new idea,” ad-
mits Andreas Heyland, lead 
project researcher and in-
tegrative biology professor 
at the University of Guelph. 
“But we’ve been able to 
select highly efficient algae 
strains, which can be grown 
on the recirculating water.” 

In-land shrimp farm-
ing has grown in Ontario 
in recent years with the 
demand for local shrimp 
in closer proximity to the 
marketplace. As a result, 
farmers are looking for new 
ways to manage nutrient 
build-up in the produc-
tion system; conventional 
methods don’t produce 
much revenue and saltwa-
ter can’t be easily disposed 
in the environment. 

Selecting the right al-
gae strains to remove the 
excess nutrients is key to 
achieving clean water and 
a new marketable product, 
the harvested algae. 

“Once grown, the algae 
have many uses, includ-
ing biofuels, cosmetics 
and even applications in 
biotechnology. Therefore, 
the large quantities of algae 
grown on the nutrients 
supplied by shrimp aqua-
culture could offer a new 
revenue source for shrimp 
farmers, a win-win,” he 
says.

Heyland and his post-
doctoral student, Reynald 
Tremblay, have been work-
ing on this project for more 
than a year. In addition to 
identifying the most effec-

tive algae strains, they have 
also teamed up with Wael 
Ahmed from the University 
of Guelph’s School of Engi-
neering to develop an ef-
ficient photo bioreactor in 
which the algae can be kept 
separate from the shrimp 
water, while at the same 
time experiencing optimal 
growth conditions.

The new system circu-
lates production water 
through a photo bioreac-
tor, a device that holds the 
selected algae strains and 
allows the algae to feed on 
the nutrients and grow. 
Over time, algae can be 
harvested and processed for 
downstream applications, 
creating new marketing 
opportunities and revenue 
sources for aquatic farmers.

“This is a natural way to 
remove nutrients,” Hey-
land explains. “We’re still 
testing the reactor and 
algae strains in the lab, 
but have plans to test it 
on a larger scale on a local 
shrimp farm.” 

Heyland’s research, se-

lected algae strains and the 
development of the reac-
tor could be expanded to 
naturally treat wastewater 
in other industries, like 
municipal wastewater. 

“This project has a lot of 
environmental steward-
ship and water quality ap-
plications. The principles 
are basic: select the best 
algae to remove the excess 
nutrients and create an 
environment to allow the 
organisms to naturally 
clean water,” he says. 

The project research and 
initial reactor prototype 
were developed with fund-
ing support from the OMA-
FRA-University of Guelph’s 
Gryphon’s LAAIR (Leading 
to Accelerated Adoption 
of Innovative Research) 
program. 

By Jeanine Moyer for AgIn-
novation Ontario, a project of 
the Agri-Technology Commer-
cialization Centre (ATCC). The 
ATCC is funded by Growing 
Forward 2, a federal-provin-
cial-territorial initiative.

Micro-algae growing in the lab at the Univeristy of Guelph. [SUBMITTED]

Cribit Seeds has the barley genes that fit your farm   
519-664-3701 ext. 70  

fit your farm fit your farm 
seeds@cribit.com 

Index of of of 105% % in official trials*  
 (1 year data, Area II,OCCC) (1 year data, AArreaea II,O

Excellent yield potential Excellent yield popotteenn
Short, strong straw 

Index of of 98% % in official trials*  
 (1 year data, Area II,OCCC) 

 
High straw yields 

Ind of of 989898%

*Contact us for local yield data and a dealer near you. 
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AVAILABLE ONSTAR 4G LTE 
WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT2 

(3 GB/3 MONTH TRIAL)

GMC PRO GRADE
PROTECTION:

COMPLIMENTARY 2-YEAR/
48,000 KM LUBE-OIL-FILTER 
MAINTENANCE6 

5-YEAR/160,000 KM 
POWERTRAIN 
LIMITED WARRANT Y 7

Offer valid for a limited time only. Customers can receive up to $1,500 in total Holiday Bonus incentives with the application of a GM Card. Total incentives consist of manufacturer-to-dealer credits (tax-exclusive) and the GM Card Application Bonus (tax-inclusive). GM Card Application Bonus applies to individuals 
who apply for a Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Card or current Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Cardholders. Credit value depends on model purchased. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Conditions and limitations apply. Void where prohibited. See Dealer for 
full program details. GM Canada reserves the right to amend or terminate offers for any reason in whole or in part at any time without prior notice. <GMC Holiday > total value valid toward the retail purchase or lease of one eligible new 2017 or 2018 model year <GMC> delivered in Canada between December 
1 – January 2, 2018. Total Value consists of $500 manufacturer-to-dealer Holiday Bonus (tax exclusive) delivery credit and manufacturer-to-consumer GM Card Application Bonus (offer applies to individuals who apply for a Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Card [GM Card] or current GM Card cardholders) (tax inclusive). GM 
Card Application Bonus credit value depends on model purchased: $500 GM Card Bonus on new 2018 Terrain, $750 GM Card Bonus on new 2017 Terrain, Canyon (excluding 2SA), Acadia, Savana, $1,000 GM Card Bonus on new 2017 & 2018 Yukon, Yukon XL, Sierra LD & HD. As part of the transaction, dealer may 
request documentation and contact General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) to verify eligibility. $500 Holiday Bonus is applied against eligible 2017 & 2018 MY vehicles purchased during the program period. 2017 & 2018 MY vehicles not eligible for this offer are: exclusions outlined under GM Card Bonuses 
above, Spark, BOLT EV and all Cadillac models. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Certain limitations or conditions apply. Void where prohibited. See your GM Canada dealer for details. GM Canada reserves the right to amend or terminate 
offers for any reason in whole or in part at any time without prior notice. Void where prohibited. See dealer for details.  (Lease) Eligible 2018 GMC Sierra Double Cab Elevation Edition: Lease based on suggested retail price of $45,550, includes, $1,000 manufacturer-to-consumer GM Card Application Bonus (offer 
applies to individuals who apply for a Scotiabank GM Visa Card [GM Card] or current GM Card cardholders) (tax inclusive) and a manufacturer-to-dealer $500 Holiday  Bonus (tax exclusive) towards the retail cash purchase, finance or lease for an eligible new 2018 Sierra Double Cab Elevation Edition at participating 
dealers. Bi-weekly payment is $199 for 48 months at 2.9% interest rate for 48 months on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. $3,200 down payment is required. Total obligation is $23,894, plus applicable taxes. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, 
except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $20,533. See dealer for details. Discounts vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Limited time offer, which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company 
may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. Offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not combined with certain other consumer incentives. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. 2017 Acadia SLE-1 AWD Total Value $6,250. 
Limited time offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada. $6,250 Total Value is a combined total credit for finance purchases on select 2017 Acadia SLE-1 AWD; includes: $5,000 non-stackable manufacturer to dealer cash credit (tax exclusive), $500 manufacturer-to-dealer Holiday Bonus (tax exclusive), 
$750 GM card application bonus (this offer applies to individuals who have applied for the Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Card [GM card] and to current Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Cardholders) (taxes included). (Lease) Eligible 2018 GMC Terrain SLE FWD: Lease based on suggested retail price of $32,040, includes $500 
manufacturer-to-consumer GM Card Application Bonus (offer applies to individuals who apply for a Scotiabank GM Visa Card [GM Card] or current GM Card cardholders) (tax inclusive) and a manufacturer-to-dealer $500 Holiday Bonus (tax exclusive) towards the retail cash purchase, finance or lease for an eligible 
new 2018 GMC Terrain SLE FWD at participating dealers. Bi-weekly payment is $159 for 48 months at 0.9% interest rate for 48 months on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. $1,500 down payment is required. Total obligation is $18,076, plus applicable taxes. Taxes, license, insurance, 
registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $13,799. See dealer for details. Discounts vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Limited time offer, which may not be combined with certain other 
offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. Offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not combined with certain other consumer incentives. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia.

2017 GMC ACADIA SLT-1 ALL TERRAIN SHOWN

2018 GMC TERRAIN DENALI SHOWN

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500 ALL TERRAIN WITH SLT PREMIUM PACKAGE SHOWN

HOLIDAY 
EVENT

$6,250UP
TO

(INCLUDES $750 GM CARD APPLICATION BONUS) 
MAX CREDIT AVAILABLE ON 2017 ACADIA SLE-1 AWD MODELS*

SIERRA 1500 ELEVATION EDITION

TERRAINACADIA

OFFER ENDS JANUARY 2

BI-WEEKLY

2017 GMC ACADIA SLE-1 AWD
GET UP TO

TOTAL
VALUE

INCLUDES $750 GM CARD 
APPLICATION BONUS) $6,250

•  TRI-ZONE AUTOMATIC CLIMATE CONTROL

• KEYLESS OPEN AND START

•  ONSTAR® 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® 
HOTSPOT2 (3 GB/3 MONTH TRIAL) + ONSTAR® 
BASIC PLAN3 FOR 5 YEARS

2018 GMC TERRAIN SLE FWD
WITH $1,500 DOWN PAYMENT 

BI-WEEKLY LEASE RATE

LEASE TODAY FOR

$159 0.9%@
MONTHS

48FOR OFFER
INCLUDES

$1,000
(INCLUDES $500 GM CARD APPLICATION BONUS)

TOTAL 
VALUE

•  STANDARD 9-SPEED AUTOMATIC 
TRANSMISSION

• FOLD-FLAT FRONT PASSENGER SEAT 

•  NEXT GEN GMC INFOTAINMENT SYSTEM
WITH 4 USB PORTS5

LEASE TODAY FOR WITH $3,200 DOWN PAYMENT 

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500 DOUBLE CAB 
ELEVATION EDITION

LEASE RATE MONTHS

$199 2.9% 48@ FOR OFFER
INCLUDES

$4,500
(INCLUDES $1000 GM CARD APPLICATION BONUS)

TOTAL 
VALUE

•    20-INCH BLACK PAINTED ALUMINUM WHEELS

• AUTOMATIC LOCKING REAR DIFFERENTIAL

• AUTOTRAC™ TRANSFER CASE (4X4 MODELS)

NHTSA 5-Star Overal l 
Vehic le Score1
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / BALLET

Christmastime always 
includes The Nutcracker

ICONIC IMAGES OF 
CANADA have an added 
poignancy in this, the year 
of Canada 150. Where arts 
are concerned, it doesn’t 
get much more Canadiana 
than the Group of Seven. 
Add those depictions of the 
rural north to a Christmas 
classic, The Nutcracker, 
and you’ve got an artistic 
experience ideal for the 
holidays.

Ballet Jörgen’s The Nut-
cracker: a Canadian Tra-
dition checks all of those 
boxes. The production 
makes its way to Kitchen-
er’s Centre In The Square 
December 28.

It’s the traditional Nut-
cracker story, but set in a 
Canadian context, explains 
Bengt Jörgen, artistic di-
rector of the Toronto-based 
company, noting the tale 
is versatile enough to be 

STEVE KANNON

Ballet Jörgen’s production, inspired by the Group of Seven, makes its annual Dec. 28 stop 

adapted, in this case mov-
ing from its German setting 
to the lakefront areas that 
inspired the artists who be-
came the Group of Seven. 
Klara and the Nutcracker 
Prince are still front and 
center, but inhabit a world 
that includes a wintry 
schoolhouse in Bisset, On-
tario (a locale used by the 
artists) and the wetlands 
of Algonquin Park. It’s a 
Canadian landscape filled 
with snowflakes, Mounties, 
and charming woodland 
creatures.

Choreographed by Jör-
gen to Tchaikovsky’s fa-
miliar score, this distinctly 
Canuck adaptation evolved 
from a collaboration with 
the McMichael Canadian 
Art Collection, which has 
allowed three of the great 
20th century Canadian 
landscape artists to be fea-
tured: Franklin Carmichael 
(Church and Houses at Bis-

set, 1931), Tom Thomson 
(Snow in the Woods, 1916) 
and L.L. FitzGerald (Trees 
and Wildflowers, 1922). 

In addition to the tradi-
tional Nutcracker charac-
ters, this version has added 
loons, birches, dragonflies, 
beavers and squirrels, 
among others.

The Canadian-centric 
version of the classic bal-
let has proven especially 
popular as the country cel-
ebrates its 150th birthday, 
Jörgen notes on the line 
from a series of perfor-
mances in Ottawa. 

The show also benefits 
from an increasing aware-
ness of the Group of Seven, 
their popularity reflected 
in the ever-climbing prices 
for their works.

“It’s becoming an iconic 
thing for Canada, a real sense 
of identity,” he said of the 
group’s art. “Our production 
is sitting in a nice place.”

Along with the country’s 
birthday, 2017 also marks 
the 30th anniversary of Bal-
let Jörgen, which has built 
a national reputation for its 
dance programming, focus-
ing on its original works. 
The Nutcracker was the 
group’s first full-length bal-
let, in fact, debuting in 1995. 
The Canadiana version that 
is now the mainstay was 
first performed in 2008.

Ballet Jörgen’s holiday as-
sociation with the Centre In 
The Square dates back to the 
original Nutcracker show 22 
years ago, Jörgen notes.

“That started the whole 
tradition of doing The 
Nutcracker with live mu-
sic, with the symphony,” 
he said of the relationship 
with the venue. 

It’s a tradition that con-
tinues today, one that he 
says really enhances the 
experience, especially with 
the great acoustics at the 

venue. The combination of 
ballet on the stage and the 
live music touches all the 
bases for those getting out 
to enjoy the arts.

“It’s very enriching and 
makes you feel very hu-
man. It’s a shared cultural 
experience.”

Many people agree, ap-
parently, as The Nutcracker 
prompts people to return 
year after year, the show a 
yuletide tradition. There’s 
even a multi-generational 
component, with three and 
even four generations of 
family members coming 
out, says Jörgen.

“There are always people 
that do come back – they 
make that known to us – 
coming out year after year.”

Knowing that’s the case, 
he always makes a few 
changes to the production 
each year, sometimes large, 
other times small ones.

“Every year we change it 

a little bit to keep it fresh. 
We have people that come 
out every year and they try 
to pick out the changes,” 
he said.

The Nutcracker is often 
the first ballet someone 
sees, particularly kids, as 
it’s very much a family fa-
vourite.

“It’s easy on the eyes. It’s 
easy on the ears. And it’s 
got a story you can follow. 
It’s a good first ballet.”

As with past years, Ballet 
Jörgen also offers young 
dancers a chance to take 
part in the presentation, 
recognizing how the story 
appeals to kids. 

The Nutcracker dances 
on stage for two perfor-
mances December 28 (2 
and 7 p.m.) at the Centre 
In The Square. Tickets are 
$28-$80, available from the 
box office by calling 519-
578-1570 or online at www.
centreinthesquare.com.

The Ballet Jörgen production of The Nutcracker: a Canadian Tradition is on stage today (Thursday) for two shows at the Centre In The Square in Kitchener.  [SUBMITTED]

+hst
$40Email photos & caption information to: 

ads@woolwichobserver.comMonday, January 8, 2018

Deadline for
submission & payment
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

T
H

E
 O

B
S

E
R

V
E

R
 S

P
E

C
IA

L
IZ

E
S

 
IN

 G
E

T
T

IN
G

 T
H

E
 W

O
R

D
 O

U
T

!

PLACE AN 
AD IN OUR 
CLASSIFIED 

SECTION 
TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 
or Visit: 

www.observerxtra.com

#1
NEWS 
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REGION

HELP WANTED

CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 17

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

HELP WANTED

EXPANDING PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE COMPANY 

LOOKING TO HIRE 
GENERAL LABORER

Please Contact at:
1-226-751-6760

info@mitchellpropertymaintenance.com

Full and Part Time Positions available.
Competitive Wages and Bonuses.

HELP WANTED

WE ARE A 40 cow family 
dairy farm located near Mill-
bank, milking 3x/day and 
are looking for someone 
to do the night shift from 
9-11pm, 3 week nights per 
week. Individual must have 
their own transportation 
and be able to work inde-
pendently. Experience is 
a plus but willing to train. 
Email resume to ferncrest.
farms@gmail.com or call 
519-577-4765.

FOR SALE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA. 
Blue, 5-speed manual, 
keyless entry, bluetooth, 
AC. Spacious and fuel 
efficient. Well maintained, 
dealer serviced. Highway 
driven 202,000kms. Certi-
fied & e-tested $5000. Call 
519-504-1176.

FIREBRICKS FOR ELMIRA oval 
+ sweetheart cookstoves. 
Other parts available. 
Durham 519-369-5272. 
ernies@woodstoves.on.ca

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Quality 
home furnishings, house-
hold goods, antiques and 
miscellaneous items, to be 
held at the K.W. Khaki Club, 
2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles 
south of Wellesley, for Lloyd 
Schultz, Cambridge & addi-
tions, on Thursday, January 
11th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138. 

TOY AUCTION OF Tractors, 
farm machinery, pedal 
tractors, tractor trailers, 
Two cylinder Club Collec-
tion, literature and other 
interesting items, to be 
held at the K.W. Khaki Club, 
2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles 
south of Wellesley, for Keith 
Jacobs, Stratford, Maynard 
Freeman, Elmira & addi-
tions, on Saturday, January 
13th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138 

ANTIQUE AUCTION SALE Of 
Primitives, pottery, early 
tools, folk art and much 
more, to be held at the K.W. 
Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger 
Rd. 2 miles south of Welles-
ley, for Rod Pinkney, Milton 
and additions, on Saturday, 
January 20th @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451 or 698-0138 

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS Agricultural Spray 
Lime, 22.5kg. bag; feed 
grade lime, 25kg. Deliv-
ered. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MILLWRIGHTS NEEDED
Dynamic Millwrights Inc. is looking to hire experi-
enced and detail oriented licenced Millwrights to 
join our road crew. Experience in Construction 
and/or Industrial millwrighting is required.
Applicants must be able to work independently as 
well as part of a team,hold flexible hours, and meet 
strict timelines as well as complying with all safety 
requirements. Previous welding experience is 
required. Experience interpreting blueprint, 
schematics and drawings is considered an asset.

SANDBLASTER NEEDED
Dynamic Millwrights Inc. is looking to fill a 
position for a Sandblaster. Previous experience in 
the industrial/ manufacturing industry is required. 
Applicants must be well organized, be able to 
work independently, hold flexible hours, meet 
strict timelines as well as complying with all 
safety requirements. Some general assembly and 
maintenance duties required.

WELDER/ FITTERS NEEDED
Dynamic Millwrights is a full-service company 
located in Listowel, Ontario, with extensive 
expertise in agricultural, commercial, and 
industrial millwrighting.
Dynamic Millwrights Inc. is looking for fulltime 
welder/ fitters to join our team. Job responsibili-
ties include: 
• Lay out, fit, and fabricate metal components 

to assemble structural forms, such as 
machinery frames, and pressure vessels, 
using knowledge of welding techniques and 
engineering requirements. 

• Tack-welds or welds components and 
assemblies

• Inspects grooves, angles, or gap allowances, 
using micrometer, caliper, and precision 
measuring instruments.

• Removes rough spots from workpiece, using 
portable grinder, hand file, or scraper.

• Welds components in flat, vertical, or 
overhead positions.

Requirements:
• Previous welding experience an asset
• Able to communicate clearly both verbally 

and written
• Exceptional attention to detail
• Able to work efficiently as part of a team, as 

well as independently
• Ability to work with changing and tight 

deadlines

8596 Road 164, Listowel, ON N4W 3G6

Company Benefit and Group RRSP 
package offered.

Please forward resume to 
info@dynamicmillwrights.com

We thank all applicants for their interest; however, only 
those selected for an interview will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

Seed and Field Operations
Support Staff

Cribit Seeds /Wintermar Farms is seeking a 
candidate to assist our  Seed Production and 
Equipment operations teams. 
Responsibilities include assisting with seed 
packaging and shipping. Seed treater 
operation and forklift operation will also be 
an added task. During the cropping season 
there will be some farm equipment operating 
expected as well.  Candidates must be able 
to work with others, be available for some 
evenings and Saturdays during the growing 
season, the physical ability to handle 28 kg 
packages, climb stairs and ladders are all job 
requirements.  A basic understanding of 
math and equipment operating skills are 
also key assets.

For a more detailed job description
please contact craig@cribit.com or

by phone 519-664-3701 ext. 25

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. Newly 
refurbished digital dehu-
midifiers, 90 day warranty, 
$95. 519-635-8737.

AUCTIONS

ANTIQUE AUCTION SALE Of 
Furniture, textiles, primi-
tives, pottery, and other 
interesting collectibles, to 
be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, 
for Wayne and Loree Currah, 
Plattsville & additions, on 
Saturday, January 6th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 or 
698-0138. 

AUCTIONS

ANTIQUE 
AUCTION SALE

Of
Furniture, textiles, primitives, pottery, 

and other interesting collectibles, to be 
held at the K.W. Khaki Club,  

2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south of 
Wellesley, for Wayne and Loree Currah, 

Plattsville & additions, on

SATURDAY, JAN. 6TH @ 10:00 A.M.

WATERLOO COUNTY CORNER 
cupboard, 12 & 16 light, 2 door, 2 drawer 
corner cupboards. Pine, 2 door dry sink. 
Ornate hall bench with coat hooks & 
mirror, nice. Pine hanging cupboard. Oak 
hanging cabinet, ¼ cut oak, beveled mirror. 
2 door storage cabinet, good feet. 2 door 
wardrobe. Folky hanging cupboard. Small 
dry sink. Pail bench. Oak roll top desk, 
nice. Corner cupboard bottom (converted 
to TV cabinet). Parlour tables. Wooden 
medicine cabinet. Early bench. Windsor 
style chair. Early platform rocker. Early 
wicker rocker. Wool winder. Wooden butter 
churn. Numerous ornate clock shelves. 
Floor model gramophone, refinished, nice. 
1800’s pine ornate voting box. Nice selection 
of pottery. Pottery ink wells. Selection 
of textiles. Basket collection. Pequegnat 
“Halifax” grandfather clock. Sessions & 
other mantle clocks. Dolls. Stained glass 
windows. Primitives. Advertising pieces. 
Tinware. Wall box. Whirligigs. Metal & 
wooden garden items. Oil lamps. Floor & 
bridge lamps. Wash boards. Dough maker. 
Folky wooden dancing figure. Old Christmas 
décor. Kitchen collectibles. New Hamburg 
milk bottles. Books. Garden décor. China & 
glass, etc. An early season highlight! See 
www.auctionsfind.com/gerber for photos & 
complete list. Terms – Cash, debit or cheque 
with I.D. 10% buyer’s premium. 

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)
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WELCOME 
TO THE 

NEW HOME 
FOR 

AREA-WIDE 
AUCTIONS.

FIND OUT ALL ABOUT 
THE LATEST SALE 

DATES EVERY WEEK.

FIND IT
IN THE OBSERVER

AUCTIONS

BABIES OF THE YEAR - BOOK NOW!

AUCTIONS

PRINTING SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

Birthday Wishes to 
Doug Martin

Who is turning 8o on January 1, 2018
A Wonderful Husband, Dad and Poppa

Lots of Love From
Marion and All Your Family

BIRTHDAY

FAMILY ALBUMCLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED FROM PG. 16

FARM 
SERVICES

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

AUCTION SALE
Of

Quality home furnishings, household 
goods, antiques and miscellaneous 

items, to be held at the K.W. Khaki Club,
2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south of 

Wellesley, on

THURSDAY, JAN. 11TH @ 10:00 A.M.

HOUSEHOLD: Arhaus Furniture 4 pc. solid 
wood queen bedroom suite – excellent. 
Queen sleigh bed – excellent. Queen box 
spring & mattress. 2 ornate armoires. 
Seyler’s 3pc. solid wood wall unit. Hekman 
Furniture desk & chair – nice. Hall table & 
mirror. Hall bench. Hauser wrought iron table 
& chair set – good. Good area rugs. 27in. TV, 
etc. ANTIQUES: 12 light flatwall cupboard, 
2 drawer, 2 door, raised panels. Corner 
cupboard. Cupboard with bird’s eye maple. 
1 pc. storage cupboard. Oak china cabinet 
c/w bowed front. China cabinets. Hoosier. 
Bonnet chest. Single spool bed. Oak library. 
Treadle sewing machine. Press back rocker. 
Pottery. Gingerbread & other clocks. Oil 
lamps. Butter bowl. Royal Albert “Lavender 
Rose” partial set of china. Water colours. 
China & glass including Moorcroft bowl, RS 
Prussia bowl, matching RS Prussia tea pot, 
cream, sugar & bowl, also flo blue, cranberry 
glass, etc. MISC. ITEMS: Craftsman 24in. 
snow blower, electric start – like new. Toro 
190 cc lawn mower, 22 in. self-propelled 
c/w bagger. Anvil. Large ornate concrete 
planters. Hand, power & garden tools, etc. 
See www.gerberauctions.net for photos. 
Terms – Cash, debit or cheque with I.D. 10% 
buyer’s premium.

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

TOY AUCTION
Of

Tractors, farm machinery, pedal 
tractors, tractor trailers, Two cylinder 
Club Collection, literature and other 

interesting items, to be held at the K.W. 
Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles 
south of Wellesley, for Keith Jacobs, 

Stratford, Maynard Freeman, Elmira & 
additions, on

SATURDAY, JAN. 13TH @ 10:00 A.M.

APPROX. 500 LOTS! Both old and new 
in box. Interesting memorabilia, Lots of 
Erb Transport, good Tru Scale collection, 
etc. See www.gerberauctions.net or  
www.theauctionadvertiser.com for complete 
catalogue & photos. Terms – Cash, debit or 
cheque with I.D. 10% buyer’s premium.

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUTOMOTIVE

2005 DODGE GRAND 
Caravan. 159,000 kms, 
black. $1800.00 o.b.o. As is. 
Call 519-501-5950.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON’S DRYWALL AND 
Renovations. Over 35 
years experience. Please 
call 519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD 
SERVING you for over 10 
years. Your #1 source of 
quality slabwood and body-
wood. Delivery available. 
519-656-2057.

HORSES

WILL BUY OLD and used 
horses and ponies to go 
direct to plant in Quebec. 
Will buy all types, drug 
form required but will buy 
either way. TOP PRICES 
PAID. Contact Calvin Kuepfer 
for prices at Horizon Trail 
Equine at 519-272-3290.

WANTED

BUYING ROLEX, OMEGA, 
Zenith etc, pocket watches, 
vintage clocks, all gold & 
sliver, coins, scrap costume 
jewellery, musical instru-
ments, rock & roll; jazz 
records, military items, 
toys, sports. Email 
gallamore@golden.net or 
519-242-6900, fair honest 
prices.

Full colour photo of your 
little one published in the  
January 11, 2018 edition.

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2017 Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  Town
Parents Names

+hst
$40

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

Email photos & caption information to: 
ads@woolwichobserver.com
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Monday, January 8, 2018

Deadline for
submission & payment
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

OUTDOOR SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE FLOOR/PAD 
BREAKING & REMOVAL
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

ROLL OFF 
INDUSTRIAL BIN 

RENTALS
CALL FOR 

AVAILABLE SIZES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICESGENERAL SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 

service directory. Weekly exposure 
with fantastic results! 

Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

SPACE 
FOR RENT

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

Brands You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

homewindowfashions.ca

Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537
STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Quality Bedding
Premium 
Softwood

Blown or Pushed Off

We are geared to
meet your timing and
volume requirements

BLENDED TO MEET 
YOUR NEEDS!

Ph: Elmira (519) 669-5219
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REAL ESTATE

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

Numerous possibilities | Just off 401 | $890,000
This 5 acre property could have a potential in law suite with separate entrance 
at back. The land is zoned such as to permit dog kennel facilities. The barn 
currently set up for horses could also be used for many other purposes. What 
dreams would you have for a property like this. MLS Call Dale.

CAR BUFFS | Near Harriston | $369,000
Don't miss the great value here. Bungalow with 4 CAR DREAM garage. New 
stone work, new windows, new roof, 2016. 2 + 1 bedrooms, large 0.46 of an 
acre. MLS Call Dale.

Palmerston | $273,000
Quick Closing. This move in ready 2 bedroom home on a large 0.42 acre lot 
offers a park like setting backing onto the school yard. New roof and furnace. 
Large front porch and generous side deck. A beautiful spacious and bright 
home. MLS Call Dale.

Bruce Peninsula | $36,000
Really want to get away? 6.2 acre bush lot on paved Dyers Bay Road on the 
beautiful Bruce Peninsula, 45 minutes north of Wiarton. Build your dream 
retreat. MLS Call Dale.

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

$615,000$615,000
Elmira - Stunning 2014 Claysam home boasting 2089 sq ft 
with 4 generous size bedrooms and ample flex space 
throughout. The open concept main floor is carpet free w/lots 
of natural light, formal dining and California shutters. The 
kitchen has granite countertops and new backsplash plus 
upgraded appliances (gas stove) all included and main floor 
laundry. Both bathrooms come with soaker tubs while the main 
bath also includes double sinks. The fully fenced, oversize 
upgraded lot with no rear neighbors comes with a shed and 
stamped concrete patio. Don’t miss out! MLS.

$349,900$349,900
Elmira - WON'T LAST LONG!!! This town house is centrally 
located near the brand new Riverside Public School, the downtown 
area and the rec centre with pool all within walking distance! The 
golf course is minutes down the road. Enjoy entertaining in this open 
feel space with a walk out to a deck for easy BBQing as well as the 
finished basement rec room, compete with washroom. The large 
master bedroom has a walk in closet with lots of space for all of your 
belongings. With all appliances included, you just need to move in!

$645,000$645,000
Elmira - The Tristan II features an amazing Barzotti kitchen 
complete with Granite counter top, 9’ main floor ceilings, 
Hardwood and ceramic throughout the main floor. This 4 
bedroom 3 bathroom is equipped with two sinks in the ensuite 
as well as the main bathroom. Currently being built and at the 
drywall stage it is available for viewings in daylight only. With a 
January 26 closing date and a neighborhood park behind, you 
will want to come and see this beautiful Verdone built home.

OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE
 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30TH  10AM-NOON

7-11 SNYDER AVENUE NORTH, ELMIRA

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission is donated 
to The Woolwich Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Bonnie

RANCH BUNGALOW
$714,000 ELMIRA 
Desirable mature wooded 
location on a 65' landscaped 
lot. 3+ Bedrooms, open 
concept kitchen great room 
plus dining and living rooms. 3 
Baths, large recroom/games. 
2 gas fireplaces. Plenty of 
space for everyone to enjoy. 
MLS.

ARE YOU READY TO SELL? NOW IS THE TIME! CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE CURRENT MARKET ANALYSIS.

FAMILY HOME
$459,000 ELMIRA 3 Bedrooms, 
2.5 Baths with finished walk out 
basement. Great sized working 
kitchen with eat-in dinette and walk 
out to upper deck with access to the 
lower deck. Lovely hardwood 
flooring on the mainfloor great 
room. Generous sized rooms. Hot 
tub off the recroom. MLS.

PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES
EXECUTIVE TOWN HOME BUNGALOWS
$459,900  Beautifully 
appointed inside units 
available, freehold, 
standards include gas 
fireplace, hardwood in 
great room, maple 
kitchen w/island, a/c 
plus much more. Here is an opportunity to own in Southwood Park Estates, ELMIRA. 
Closing dates starting in March/18. Call today for further details.

EXCLUSIVE!

ARTIST RENDERING

From our family to yours, we
wish you all the best in 2018!
From our family to yours, we
wish you all the best in 2018!HAPPY NEW YEAR!HAPPY NEW YEAR!

3/4 ACRE PIE LOT - WORKSHOP
$714,900 ALMA Welcoming 3 bedroom, 
4 bath Bungalow. 2200+ sq ft of mainfloor 
living space offers gleaming hardwood 
and ceramic flooring, lovely open 
concept kitchen/dinette and great room 
with gas fireplace. All mainfloor 
convenience, fully finished basement for 
entertaining with walk up access to the 
garage. 25 x 50 detached heated 
workshop. So much to offer.! MLS

Serving the community for 25 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

Serving the community for 25 years!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

FREE Market Evaluation

$389,900
LOCATION LOCATION.  This 
one owner bungalow in Elmira 
offers three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, finished basement, 
walkout from dining area to back 
yard, new roof in November 
2017. Great access to amenities. 
MLS. Call Bert to View.

NEW
PRICE!one owner bungalow in Elmira 

offers three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, finished basement, 
walkout from dining area to back 
yard, new roof in November 
2017. Great access to amenities. 
MLS. Call Bert to View.

NEW
PRICE!

SOLD
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LIVING HERE
VOLUNTEERISM / THINKING GLOBALLY

THE NEW YEAR IS quickly 
approaching and the elves 
are getting some much 
needed rest in the Never 
Enough Thyme kitchen. 
We are looking forward 
to ringing in the new year 
with lots of entertaining 
appetizers to make a stress-
free night for the host. 

This past year has been 
amazing, full of growth, fun 
and a fabulous team to work 
with every day. We work 
together in a small space 
creating lots of food for 
families and companies all 
over the region. Cooks  and 
bakers should have capes as 
part of their uniform. 

There have been many 
comments in the shop this 
week as our look and store 
keeps on changing. 

Don’t forget our fund-
raiser for Riverside Public 
School will begin again in 
January 2018, with some of 
the proceeds going to the 
school’s new playground.

From our team and fam-
ily to yours, success and joy 

A tasty 
treat to 
start the 
New Year 
right

CHEF’S TABLE | 23

ALI WILSON

DONATION | 23

A DESIRE TO AID his birth 
country led a Linwood 
firefighter on a 5,000-km 
trek across the continent to 
deliver some much-needed 
emergency rescue equip-
ment to his counterparts in 
Guatemala.

Santiago (James) Gin-
gerich is a volunteer fire-
fighter with the Township 
of Wellesley, serving as dis-
trict chief of the Linwood 
station. Guatemalan born, 
Gingerich is a Canadian 
citizen who’s made Lin-
wood his home but hasn’t 
forgotten his roots. Made 
aware of the need for fire 
trucks and related equip-
ment back in Guatemala, he 
decided to help out.

With that in mind, he 
loaded up a retired rescue 
truck with the kind of fire-
fighting gear common here, 
but not abundant in the Cen-
tral American country. That 
included the likes of por-
table pumps, breathing rigs 
and extrication equipment. 

The idea of aiding an-
other fire department came 
to fruition after a visit to the 
central department of San 
Benito in Guatemala. Upon 
his visit he found out the 
departments are run a bit 
differently than the volun-
teer one he has been a part 
of in Linwood.

Gingerich explained 
there is no full time paid 
firefighters, but rather 
everyone is a volunteer. 
In order to volunteer they 
must put in a year’s training 

District chief Santiago Gingerich’s eff orts to help Guatemalan counterparts saw him load up
a rescue truck with fi refi ghting gear and drive it 5,000 km to deliver it all in person

before joining. Volunteers 
work 24-hour shifts, on top 
of their regular jobs outside 
of the department. Rather 
than carrying a pager as 
volunteers do here, they are 
required to be at the station 
for their full volunteer shift. 

“The other thing is that 
because they are volunteer 
they don’t have government 
funding, so any equipment-
that they have has to be 
bought,” he explained, not-
ing that that is a cause for 
lack of equipment. “So they 

will do a lot of fundraising. 
They will be doing what 
we have here called ‘fill the 
boot’ – they will be out on 
the streets at intersections 
with their boot or their box 
just looking for donations.
That’s how they support 
themselves.”

Different fundraising ef-
forts is how they provide 
all equipment, including 
trucks, he explained, “So a 
lot of their trucks do come 
from within the States or 
Canada.”

The truck and equipment 
donation wasn’t his first 
mission to aid Guatemala, 
however.

“I am originally from 
there but I didn’t really 
have much to do with the 
fire department down there 
because I had never really 
thought of that as an option 
in helping them out,” he 
said, noting this was about 
two years prior when he 
had first thought to check 
out the area while on a fam-
ily vacation. “That is kind 

of where it started, on that 
trip. I focused quite a bit 
on visiting different fire 
departments, but I focused 
mainly on the one closest 
to where my wife’s family 
is from, in northern Guate-
mala.

He decided to raise 
awareness of the area in 
need of help to Firefight-
ers Without Borders. From 
there Gingerich spear-
headed a mission to visit 

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Gear such as extrication equipment was most coveted by firefighters in Guatemala, says Linwood district fire chief Santiago (James) Gingerich of his trek down to Central America in aid of 
his colleagues there. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

For this Linwood firefighter, 
mutual aid extends beyond borders
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

REACH
OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:15 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

519-669-1296 | www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira 

Sunday Services

9:15 | 11:00 AM

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Speaker: 
Ron Seabrooke

Sunday, Dec. 31st

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Sunday After 

Christmas
Fred Lichti preaching

Happy New Year!

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

DECEMBER 29

FREE HOLIDAY PUBLIC SKATE at St. Clements Arena 
from 1 p.m.. to 2 p.m.

DECEMBER 31

FREE HOLIDAY PUBLIC SKATE at St. Clements Arena 
from noon to 1 p.m.

JANUARY 4

FREE FAMILY SKATE AT the Woolwich Memorial Centre 
from 1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. Come skate with the Elmira 
Sugar Kings. Free hot chocolate.

The Events Calendar is reserved for 
non-profi t local community events 
that are off ered free to the public. 
Placement is not guaranteed. 

Registrations, corporate events, 
open houses  and the like do not 
qualify in this section.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO 
EASILY SUBMIT YOUR EVENT:
observerxtra.com/events-calendar/submit-calendar-in-print/

SUBMIT AN EVENT
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ACROSS
1. Brood
5. Piles
11. Downing Street distance
16. Breezed through
17. Squeeze
18. S-shaped moldings
19. Bacon bit
20. Dearest
21. Auto damage
22. Boor’s lack
23. ___ Rebellion of 
1857-59
24. Mother _____
25. “___ Got a Secret”
26. Asian tongue
27. Place of refinement
29. Bamboozles
31. Kind of hygiene
33. Rolls up
34. Bait
36. Hitching post
38. Primed
40. Nosh
41. Pink, as a steak
45. Advocate

46. Bakery offering
48. Comply with
49. “Cold one”
50. Hairy-chested
51. En ___ (all together)
52. Literally, “dwarf dog”
53. Legislate
55. Pardoned
59. ___ Scotia
61. “My ___!”
64. Wear out
66. Donate
67. ___ Day
68. Way off
69. Lollygag
71. Swindles
72. Figure of speech
73. Fight
74. Throwing game ring
75. Goldbrick
76. Fertilized egg
78. Ancient alphabetic 
character
79. Turf-covered
80. Egypt’s Lake ___
81. Computerphile

DOWN
1. Natural resin
2. 6 x 9 in. book
3. Portion
4. Cut, maybe
5. ___ , myself, and I
6. Sweet cherry
7. Promised land
8. Faux pas
9. Squirrels’ nests
10. Farm area
11. Like some furniture
12. Gets rid of
13. Present and future
14. Stop working
15. Lamb pieces
23. Boutique
24. Updated movie
28. Couple
30. Passover feast
32. Wool fat
35. Sinatra’s “__Way”
37. Delicate
38. Hangup
39. Before, in poetry
40. Be a rat

41. Kind of motel
42. Moderate
43. ___ publica
44. Artist’s asset
46. Less than a blockbuster
47. Harder to find
51. Cellist Yo-Yo
52. Place where cats are 
kept
53. Curse
54. Blue shade
55. Strongly articulated
56. Cook too long
57. Cast again
58. Fumbled
60. Long lookers
62. Pillage
63. Shellfish
65. Swelling
70. Priestly garb
71. Expert
73. Blokes
77. Choice word?

In a reversal of our entire history, the amount of farmland is shrinking 

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. Can you recount a few 
of the historic numbers 
from the story of “Sput-
nik at 60”?

A. Sixty years ago, on 
October 4, 1957, the Soviet 
Union launched Sputnik 1, 
the fi rst artifi cial satellite, 
“a sphere 58 centimeters in 
diameter weighing almost 
84 kilograms and sprouting 
four rodlike aerials,” says 
Vaclav Smil in “IEEE Spec-
trum” magazine. “Although 
its three silver-zinc batter-
ies made up some 60% of 
the total mass, they rated 
only 1 watt, good enough 
to broadcast rapid shrill 

beeps at 20.007 and 40.002 
megahertz for three weeks. 
The satellite circled the 
planet 1,440 times before 
plunging to a fi ery death on 
January 4, 1958.” 

Deeply embarrassed, the 
U.S. hastily launched its 
own Vanguard TV3 rocket 
in December, only to have 
it blow up just two seconds 
after liftoff. Yet it soon be-
came clear that there was 
no real scientific or engi-
neering gap, as the U.S. 
went on to launch satel-
lites for communications, 
weather forecasting and 
espionage. And, adds Smil, 
“Less than a dozen years 
after the surprise of Sput-
nik, Neil Armstrong and 
Buzz Aldrin stood on the 
moon—a place no Soviet 
cosmonaut ever reached.” 

Q. According to philoso-
pher and scuba enthusi-
ast Peter Godfrey-Smith, 
a three-foot-long giant 
cuttlefi sh has “a skin 
that can appear just 
about any color at all and 
can change in seconds, 
sometimes much faster 
than a second … the 
entire body is a screen 
on which patterns are 
played. The patterns 
are not just a series of 
snapshots, but moving 
shapes, like stripes and 
clouds. These seem to be 
immensely expressive 
animals, animals with 
a lot to say.” But what is 
being said, and to whom?
A. No one knows. And 
there is an even deeper 
mystery: cuttlefi sh are col-
or blind! “This is baffl  ing,” 
writes Godfrey-Smith in 
“Other Minds: The octo-

pus, the sea, and the deep 
origins of consciousness.” 
“These animals are doing 
so much with color. They 
are also superb at matching 
the color of their surround-
ings, for camoufl age. How 
can you match colors you 
cannot see?” It seems we 
have a lot to learn about 
cuttlefi sh.
Q. Let’s think globally 
on this one: Currently, 
are farmlands worldwide 
expanding or shrinking?

A. For the fi rst time on 
record, they’re actually 
shrinking, as “every two 
years, an area roughly the 
size of the United Kingdom 
is abandoned,” says Joseph 
Poore in “New Scientist” 
magazine. Yet for most of 
the 20th century, the oppo-
site was true, so that by the 

1990s, farms occupied 38% 
of land worldwide, with 
27% of tropical forests and 
45% of temperature forests 
having been cleared. 

So what accounts for 
this dramatic reversal? For 
Poore, the answer lies in 
the choices we make every 
day as consumers, such as 
preferring cotton or syn-
thetic to wool. During the 
1990s, demand for polyes-
ter increased fourfold while 
that for wool fell 40%. 
“Wool prices collapsed. 
Sheep farmers around the 
world, particularly those 
who were on degraded pas-
ture or couldn’t diversify, 
abandoned their farms.” 
The numbers tell the story: 
“One hectare of land can 
produce 300 kilograms 
(kg) of wool or 2,000 kg 

of cotton, while synthetic 
fabrics require essentially 
no land.” Thus, in Austra-
lia and New Zealand, two 
major wool-producing 
countries, over 60 million 
hectares of pasture have 
been abandoned since 
1990.” This trend continues 
in other areas, from the 
hilly regions of China to 
parts of Iran and Kazakh-
stan to Portugal, Chile and 
Argentina. 

Concludes Poore: “The 
beginning of this century 
could mark the point when 
we began sharing more, not 
less of our planet with the 
other species that inhabit it.”

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

PACKED
& READY

observerxtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroad/

QUICK, EASY ONLINE SUBMISSION

Take us wherever your 
adventure takes you.

Send us a photo of you and 
your Observer and a short 
recap of your vacation!
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DONATION: His efforts quickly drew support from other departments across the country
FROM | 20

the district department in 
San Benito. Along with four 
other firefighters from the 
Township of Wellesley, one 
from Sudbury and another 
from Toronto, he spent six 
days teaching important 
rescue training and pro-
cedures as well as sending 
down a shipping crate of 
various donated equip-
ment. 

After returning from that 
trip, he was gifted a rescue 
vehicle from the City of 
Stratford Fire Department.

“It was an ‘87 GM rescue 
truck, it would be the style 
of an ambulance – similar 
to the Elmira rescue trucks. 
It was gas instead of diesel, 

felt that the best way would 
be to just drive it there.”

So fast forward to this 
past October, and Gingerich 
headed out to cross through 
Canada, the United States 
and Mexico before finally 
reaching Guatemala, ac-
companied by a mere ac-
quaintance. 

“I didn’t really get to 
know him before the trip, 
but one good way of learn-
ing to know somebody is do 
a trip with them,” he joked.

The trip was expected to 
take them five days, how-
ever truck trouble in the 

and it was automatic, but it 
was that style,” he said not-
ing the bright yellow colour. 
“It would be just your two 
people in the cab and then 
everything else was in the 
back, so it was what they 
would call a heavy duty res-
cue truck.”

As well, local depart-
ments and departments in 
Nova Scotia, Newfoundland 
and New Brunswick saw 
the work he had done and 
wanted to help donate to 
his Guatemala efforts. 

“They sent the equip-
ment to me here in Ontario 
and the local departments 
also sent me equipment, 
and I had more than 
enough to fill the rescue,” 

States, sequential border 
delays in Mexico, and a bit 
of trouble at the Guatema-
lan border extender their 
trek to 10 full days. 

After all of that, he did 
get a grand welcome from 
the group. 

“Once we got there, the 
rest of the fire department 
met us at the edge of town 
and we ended up going 
through town with lights 
and sirens – they were all 
excited,” he said. “I wasn’t 
expecting that but, yeah, 
they were really excited, 
more so for the equipment 

he said.
Although not knowing 

where to start, he devot-
edly filled up the truck and 
began working on different 
ways to fundraise enough 
money to drive the truck 
down there. 

“That would be the most 
secure way of getting it to 
where I wanted it to go,” he 
explained of his decision to 
make the drive, although it 
would have been cheaper 
to ship it. “In the long run, 
to be able to also fulfill the 
promise I had made of mak-
ing sure it got there I just 

soning.
Preheat oven at 375 F. 

Layer 3 sheets of phyllo 
and brushed olive oil be-
tween each layer. 

Wrap brie in the phyllo, 
leaving the top exposed. 

Place on a pan and make 
a foil collar to keep the 
phyllo secured on the brie. 

Pour the nut honey mix 
on the top of the Brie. 

Bake In the oven until 
the phyllo is golden, about 
10 minutes. 

Serve with cracker bread 
and baguette.

in 2018. And happy cook-
ing!

Fruit and Nut 
Brie 
1 wheel of brie cheese
3 sheets of phyllo dough
1 Tbsp. each cashews, al-
monds and pecans
1 Tbsp. pumpkin seeds
3 apricots, cut in quarters 
2 Tbsp. dried cranberries 
2 dried or fresh figs, cut in 
half 
3 Tbsp. local honey
2 sprigs thyme, leaves re-
moved and chopped 
Cracked pepper for season-
ing

In a bowl, mix the nuts, 
seeds, fruit, honey and sea-

CHEF’S TABLE: Cheese makes 
everything that much better
FROM | 20

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

FURNITURE & MATTRESS

19 Arthur St. S, Elmira      •      519 669  5077      •      CHERVINFURNITURE.CA

STOREWIDE CLEARANCE

Sofas · Loveseats · Chairs · 
Accent Furniture · Wall Art · Lamps

DEC. 26 - JAN. 13

MONDAY-THURSDAY: 9 AM - 5:30 PM   •   FRIDAY: 9 AM - 7 PM   •   SATURDAY: 9 AM - 5 PM

SOFAS STARTING AT $250

We Deliver!

PHONE: 519-669-5403

We Deliver!

519-669-5403

315 Arthur St. S.

Holiday
Hours

Holiday
Hours
December 24
Closing at 6 p.m.

Boxing Day December 26, 10-5pm
Re-opening December 27 at 6 a.m.

December 31
Closing at 6 p.m.

Re-opening January 2 at 6 a.m.

rather than the truck itself.”
All said and done, he was 

able to bring enough equip-
ment for 80 firefighters. 

“Just things that they 
don’t have; they were very 
happy with everything that 
they got.”

Although this endeavour 
was very rewarding, he 
doesn’t have anything else 
in the works just yet.

“I was more than thank-
ful that I got there safe and 
sound and that they got 
what they were looking for,” 
he said. “But it’ll be a while 
before I try it again.”
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SALE runs until noon on December 30, 2017

FREE Laminate padLaminate padLaminate pad
With All IN STOCK
Laminate Purchases

Carpet padCarpet padCarpet padCarpet padCarpet pad
With All IN STOCK
Carpet Purchases

SELECTED STOCK
HARDWOODS ON ALL IN-STOCK

VANITIES
(over 20 to choose from)from $2.29 / sq. ft.

NO HST
1⁄2 PRICE

PRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORY

SPECIALS

Tel: 519-699-5411    www.LetUsFloorYou.ca    1011 Industrial Crescent St. Clements, ON

PICK UP YOUR COMPLIMENTARY WALL CALENDAR FOR 2018PICK UP YOUR COMPLIMENTARY WALL CALENDAR FOR 2018

FOR INSTALLATION IN JANUARY 2018FOR INSTALLATION IN JANUARY 2018

All the best 
for a happy, 
healthy new 
year for you 
and your 
family.

PRE-INVENTORY

healthy new 

PRE-INVENTORYPRE-INVENTORY

year for you year for you 
healthy new 

family.

for a happy, Happy
New Year

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-4PM

W W W . . C O M

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

9AM
9AM
10AM

THURSDAY 9AM 9PM
9PM
6PM
4PM

SALE HOURS

STARTS 
TODAY!

END OF 
THE YEAR

CLEAR OUT!

$197
HANDSCRAPED

SOLID CLICK BAMBOO

from
per sq ft

$297
OAK / MAPLE 
HARDWOOD

from
per sq ft
3/4” THICK
SOLID HARDWOOD

$187
3” X 6”

SUBWAY TILES

from
per sq ft

$397
MODERN GRAY
LEDGESTONE

from
per sq ft
HOT COLOUR!

97¢
13” X 13”

PORCELAIN TILE

from

per sq ft97per sq ft97 $197
WOOD-GRAIN

TILE

from
per sq ft
NEW PRODUCT!

97¢
WIDE PLANK 

CLICK LAMINATE

from

per sq ft97per sq ft97SWISS MADE97SWISS MADE97 $127
12.3MM THICK

LAMINATE

from
per sq ft
AC4 COMMERCIAL

70%
CARPET

REMNANTS
from70from70OFF!

$38
1000’S OF 

AREA RUGS

4’x6’ 
starting from

each38each38
$36

SOLID OAK/MAPLE 
STAIR TREADS

starting 
from

each36each3667¢
MDF PRIMED
BASEBOARDS

3-7/8”
starting 

from
per lin ft67per lin ft67

$127
MODERN

FRIEZE CARPET

from
per sq ft

$127
HEAVY 

BERBER CARPET

from
per sq ft

$177
6.5MM THICK 

CLICK VINYL TILES

from

$157
4MM THICK 
CLICK VINYL

from
per sq ft
AC4 COMMERCIAL
100%WATERPROOF

per sq ft
12” X 24”
100%WATERPROOF

A TURKEY SENDOFF FOR THE HOLIDAYS

What’s Christmas without a turkey feast? In a tradition that dates back to the opening of the school in 1972, parents and volunteers last week 
served up a turkey luncheon to staff and students at Elmira’s Park Manor PS, a community-building exercise. Any extra food was donated 
to the House of Friendship in Kitchener. [SUBMITTED]


