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PUTTING A CELTIC 
SPIN ON HIS
GUITAR WORK

Councillors continue to 
trim at the margins of 2017 
budget, lowering general 
hike to 1.63% plus special 
infrastructure levy

TRIMMING A FEW DOLLARS at the 
fringe of their 2017 budget, Woolwich 
councillors got this year’s proposed 
tax hike down to 3.13 per cent – a 1.63 
per cent hit to the general levy and 1.5 
per cent for a special infrastructure 
fund.

The tweaks made at a special coun-
cil meeting Jan. 26 cut some $35,000 
from the budget, dropping the tax 
hike from the previous target of 3.55 
per cent. Some additional changes 
made Jan. 31 dropped the number to 
the new target.

Among the spending cuts was 
$10,000 in part-time wages at the 
WMC swimming pool (lower turn-
outs for Sunday public swims require 
fewer lifeguards), $10,000 for signage 
and $5,000 in reduced springtime 
turf maintenance. 

Council also dropped $5,000 from 
a proposed sump pump program, 
agreeing after some debate that de-
veloping a policy means it might be 
next year before spending ramps up. 
The idea is to deal with problematic 
cases where homeowners’ sump 
pumps discharge water onto side-

Woolwich 
now eyeing 
3.13% tax hike

STEVE KANNON

TAX HIKE | 5

A RELAXING STINT IN the sauna 
turned out to be a little more toasty 
than a St. Jacobs resident bargained 
for when the outbuilding burst into 
flames Monday afternoon.

The occupant escaped unharmed 
and damage is estimated at $500 for 
the shed-turned-sauna.

Woolwich fire chief Rick Pedersen 
says firefighters were on scene at 
Three Bridges Road for three hours to 
put out the fire and knock out walls 
that were still smoldering.

“He came out of the sauna because 
he could smell something. Then he 
saw what was happening on the roof, 
then he went up the laneway to phone 
911,” Pedersen explained.

They’re looking into the cause of 
the fire, with all signs pointing to an 
improper use of the woodstove used 
to heat the sauna.

Firefighters responded from St. 
Jacobs, Conestogo and Elmira. Ped-
ersen notes it’s protocol for three sta-
tions to respond to any structure fire.

“Any kind of woodstove there has 
to be proper clearances and when you 
have combustibles too close to the 
woodstove, that’s when you get fires.”

He explained a regular wood stove 
must have at least 18 inches of clear-
ance between it – including flue pipes 
– and all combustibles, and the mini-
mum was not met in this case.

WHITNEY NEILSON

Taking a sauna 
takes a turn for 
the worse as fire 
breaks out

Firefighters from Elmira, St. Jacobs and Conestogo were on scene at 1880 Three Bridges Rd. for three hours on Monday afternoon after a sauna lit on fire 
while in use. The occupant escaped unharmed. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Planning study of core areas in Wellesley, 
St. Clements finishes first of three phases

Parkview Drive residents petition to drop sidewalk plan

WHITNEY NEILSON

WHITNEY NEILSON

A PLANNING CONSULTANT 
HIRED by the township has 
completed the first phase 
of a community improve-
ment plan looking at the 
core areas of Wellesley and 
St. Clements.

Meeting Tuesday night, 
councillors got an update 
from Stantec senior plan-
ner Nancy Reid, who ex-
plained the firm has done 
preliminary community 
consultations and a needs 
assessment. 

Some of the plan’s objec-
tives are to improve exist-
ing buildings, properties 
and businesses, address 
vacancies and incompat-
ible uses, promote new 
commercial/mixed-use de-
velopment, encourage new 
forms of housing, improve 
design c haracteristics, 
promote heritage, improve 
trails, open space, linkages, 
and enhance parking, ac-
cessibility and the pedes-
trian experience.

The CIP has been in 
progress since the fall of 
2016.

They’ve outlined two dif-
ferent options for commu-
nity improvement project 
areas. The first option is to 
designate the core areas of 
Wellesley and St. Clements 
as well as surrounding 
lands that provide a sig-
nificant social, cultural or 
economic function.

The second option is to 
prioritize Wellesley and St. 
Clements, but once those 
goals are being met to ex-

RESIDENTS OPPOSED TO 
THE installation of side-
walks on their Wellesley 
street packed council cham-
bers Tuesday night, giving 
elected officials an earful. 

The group presented a 
petition against sidewalks 
on Parkview Drive. Mike 
Wood spoke on behalf of the 
group.

“From the discussions 
I’ve had with Parkview 
residents, there is strong 
opposition to the idea. I 
have spoken to parents of 
young children and with 
seniors, with dog walkers 
and with joggers. And the 
reality is that the majority of 
Parkview residents are op-
posed to sidewalks,” Wood 
said.

Wellesley resident Melissa 
Tusch-Kelterborn came 
to council in December 
requesting sidewalks be 
installed on the street, citing 
children’s safety.

pand CIP programs into the 
rural settlement areas.

“The most important 
part of a community im-
provement plan though is 
section four, it’s the finan-
cial incentive programs. 
Really there’s no point in 
preparing a community 
improvement plan without 
this exciting and important 
section.”

Under the Municipal 
Act, municipalities are not 
allowed to provide grants, 
loans or any kind of finan-
cial incentive to a business 
owner. 

“However in section 28 of 
the Planning Act it specifi-
cally says if a municipality 
or township prepares a 
community improvement 
plan then that rule is no 
longer and through the 
community improvement 
plan the township can pro-
vide grants and loans to a 

Wood noted all of the 
residents are in favour of the 
safest option, whatever that 
may be. The petition oppos-
ing the installation of side-
walks has 67 signatures. 

“The ironic part is that 
when I spoke with many of 
the residents on Parkview, 
the very reason they moved 
onto that street was because 
of their children. They like 
the country feel that the 
street offers, they like the 
idea of the large, unob-
structed driveways so their 
kids can safely play hockey 
and basketball,” Wood said.

He said according to 
Wellesley Township records 
there has never been a 
vehicle-pedestrian accident 
on Parkview. Traffic studies 
completed by the township 
in 2014 and 2015 showed an 
average of 400 vehicles per 
day on the street.

“That’s less than 17 ve-
hicles per hour. This type 
of volume is considered 
extremely low and in many 

business owner.”
There are a variety of fi-

nancial incentive programs 
which provide grants for 
things like building im-
provements and improv-
ing building accessibility, 
among others related to 
community improvement.

Reid provided nine dif-
ferent financial incentive 
programs, but notes the Fa-
çade, Signage, and Property 
Improvement Grant is the 
most bang for your buck. 
The township also would 
not have to include them 
all at once. Rather, they 
would create an imple-
mentation plan and decide 
which grants to put into 
effect on a yearly basis.

An implementation 
committee will be created 
made up of township staff 
to implement the plan, and 
Reid says the success of 
the CIP depends on who’s 

municipalities traffic vol-
umes that low do not re-
quire sidewalks,” Wood said.

He noted residents would 
not be opposed to traffic-
calming measures added to 
the street, including a low-
ered speed limit.

After a recent snowfall, he 
noticed residents in Welles-
ley bypassing the sidewalks 
to walk on the street instead. 
In speaking with a few, they 
explained the sidewalks 
were too icy and the road 
was cleaner. This leads to 
another issue, he noted.

“There is a concern 
among many residents that 
homeowners are respon-
sible for clearing snow from 
sidewalks that cross their 
property within 24 hours 
of a snowfall or they can 
face fines and be held li-
able for injuries. Parkview 
residents did not sign up for 
this when they knowingly 
purchased their homes on 
a street without sidewalks,” 
Wood said.

championing it.
“One sign might not 

make much of a difference, 
but it has a snowball effect.
And when you’re looking 
at a downtown area and 
you’re investing $8,000 
here and $5,000 here, you 
start to have an impact of 
several landowners im-
proving the façade or the 
sign on their building, it 
really has a physical impact 
on your downtown area.”

The next steps are to con-
sult with stakeholders on 
the community improve-
ment project area options, 
identify the recommended 
options, present those rec-
ommendations to council, 
prepare a draft CIP, hold an 
open house, circulate it to 
the Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing, hold 
a statutory public meeting 
and have the plan adopted 
by council.

He also is worried about 
the potential for accidents 
between pedestrians and cy-
clists on the sidewalk, since 
many cyclists choose to ride 
on the sidewalk, despite it 
not being legal.

Wood also pondered if the 
township should have high-
er priorities when it comes 
to installing sidewalks, not-
ing Catherine Street, which 
leads to the Wellesley arena, 
ball diamonds, splash pad 
and park, is without side-
walks.

“We bought our homes 
on Parkview knowing there 
were no sidewalks and we 
want it kept that way. This 
is, after all, a street where 
the sound of horse and 
buggies on Saturday morn-
ings remains a pleasant 
reminder that we all bought 
our own piece of rural life 
out here.”

Township staff has been 
directed to complete a re-
port and bring it back to 
council in the spring.

Nancy Reid, senior planner with Stantec, updated Wellesley council Tuesday night on how the Community Improvement Plan is 
progressing. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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WE’VE GOT YOUR TIRES!

 

NEED WINTER TIRES?

An early morning fire at 50 Aspen Cres. in Elmira left this semi-detached home gutted. It’s believed to be cooking-related. The owner escaped, but his two cats and dog did not. All of his 
belongings perished.  [JOE MERLIHAN / THE OBSERVER]

No one injured 
as fire destroys 
semi-detached 
home in Elmira

WHITNEY NEILSON

DAMAGE IS PEGGED AT 
$200,000 after an early 
morning fire on Friday at 
50 Aspen Cres. in Elmira 
resulted in extensive dam-
age to both floors of the 
semi-detached unit. 

All of the occupants, 
including those from the 
adjacent unit, escaped 
unharmed. But the owner 
of the fire-damaged unit 
reported to firefighters on 
scene that his two cats and 
dog were unaccounted for, 
and are believed to have 
perished in the fire.

“The biggest thing is ev-
eryone got out safely. The 
smoke alarms all worked in 
the houses so it helped alert 
to get everybody out,” said 
Woolwich Fire Department 
investigator Dennis Aldous 
on site Friday morning.

Some 30 firefighters from 

Elmira and Floradale were 
called to the scene, knock-
ing down the fire by 7 a.m. 
and working on the hot 
spots after that. 

The cause of the fire ap-
pears to be cooking-related, 
but Aldous said that’s still 
under investigation.

He has a reminder for 
everyone in case the fire 
does turn out to be caused 
by cooking.

“Be mindful of what you 
do in case this turns out to 
be a cooking fire.”

A GoFundMe campaign 
has been set up for the oc-
cupant of the home, as he 
lost everything in the fire. 
Financial donations, as 
well as donations of cloth-
ing, dishes, and household 
goods are being accepted.

To donate, visit www.
gofundme.com/x38jdc4s-
fire-recovery.

Public consultations done, Catholic board will now decide fate of St. Agatha school
LIZ BEVAN 

THE PUBLIC CONSULTA-
TION PROCESS on the fu-
ture of St. Agatha Catholic 
Elementary School drew 
to a close last week. Now, 
the decision on whether to 
close the school is in the 
hands of the board trustees. 

Repairs to the school 
building could cost the 
board more than $3 million 
over the next ten years, but 
repairs aren’t worth it, ac-
cording to the provincial 
government. The school re-
quires an almost complete 

overhaul, including the 
replacement of windows, 
doors, the roof and more of 
the basic infrastructure. 

John Shewchuck, chief 
managing officer of the 
Waterloo Catholic District 
School Board, says the prov-
ince wants to fill the empty 
spaces in other schools 
before it decides to invest 
in repairs, or a new school 
building. In fact, the board 
is receiving funding from 
the province to demolish 
unused parts of schools that 
are still in use. 

“The cost of demolish-

ing an unused section of a 
school would actually save 
money in the long-term by 
not having to maintain it or 
clean it,” he said. “It is more 
cost effective for schools to 
downsize, but remain open.”

The 82 students currently 
attending St. Agatha could 
fit in at either St. Clement 
Catholic Elementary School 
in Wellesley Township, or 
even closer, to Holy Rosary 
Catholic Elementary School 
in Waterloo. Both schools 
have the empty spaces to 
accommodate St. Agatha 
students. 

On Jan. 24, the school 
board hosted the last public 
consultation session on the 
future of the building and 
students. Thirty-nine peo-
ple signed into the meeting, 
but only three comment 
sheets were turned in. 

Now, it is up to the board 
of trustees to decide what 
happens next. 

“Holy Rosary is only 6.8 
kilometres away despite the 
fact that it is in Waterloo. 
The province gave us mon-
ey to tear down a wing of 
Holy Rosary School and the 
school is only 25 years old. 

Now, it becomes a question 
of do you spend the $3.3 
million to upgrade St. Ag-
atha in hopes that enough 
growth will come one day, 
and at the same time, tear 
off a wing of a 25-year-old 
school,” said Shewchuck. 
“That is the process we are 
going through now.”

The Accommodation 
Review Committee (ARC) 
has been meeting since 
October to get an idea of the 
different options available 
to students and their fami-
lies. Their fifth and final 
meeting was yesterday, Feb. 

1, and now, the decision is 
being brought to the board 
room. 

On Feb. 27 at 6 p.m., the 
WCDSB board of trustees 
will be presenting the final 
draft of the staff recommen-
dation to close the school 
and bus students to Water-
loo or St. Clements. Anyone 
who wants to address the 
board must register as a 
delegation by Feb. 22. There 
will be one more meet-
ing on Mar. 6 before the 
board presents their final 
decisions at a public board 
meeting on Mar. 27. 

Fully involved fi re prompted response 
from 30 fi refi ghters from Elmira, 
Floradale stations; fundraising eff ort 
now underway for home’s occupant
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Woolwich planning some 
$19 million worth of capital 
projects in 2017 budget

STEVE KANNON

A LARGE SLATE OF public 
works projects and new 
equipment will see Wool-
wich drop more than $19 
million on capital spending 
this year.

The majority of the pro-
posed costs, some $11.5 
million, involve roads, 
bridges and sewers under 
the umbrella of the town-
ship’s engineering and 
planning services.

The spending plans won 
tentative approval from 
councillors meeting Jan. 26 
at a special budget session.

Reconstruction projects 
on Elmira’s Snyder Avenue 
North/William Street ($2 
million) and Green War-
bler Crescent ($1.1 million) 
lead the list of road works. 
The township also plans 
to spend $2.6 million on 
paving, led by work on 
New Jerusalem Road and 
Crowsfoot Road, where tree 
removal is already under-
way and a proposed widen-
ing of the road will depend 
on the extent of funding 

from senior governments.
Other larger projects 

include $793,000 for work 
on Old Scout Place in St. 
Jacobs, and $769,000 for 
sidewalk work along Saw-
mill Road in Conestogo.

In assessing the $873,750 
earmarked for bridge re-
pairs and analysis, council-
lors questioned planned 
spending related to three 
old steel-truss bridges on 
Glasgow Street, Peel Street 
and Middlebrook Road. 
The latter, in particular, is 
contentious given that it 
has been closed for years 
and would likely need to be 
replaced at great cost.

“They’re multi-million 
dollar bridges that get very 
little traffic,” said Coun. 
Mark Bauman, referring to 
the structures as “expen-
sive dinosaurs.”

The township is propos-
ing to spend $50,000 for an 
environmental assessment 
and culvert work along 
Middlebrook Road, with 
Centre Wellington Town-
ship coordinating an as-
sessment of its long-closed 

Weissenberg Road bridge at 
the boundary line. Bauman 
noted the only real option 
is to make permanent its 
emergency closure

“I don’t see that being a 
through road ever again,” 
he said, objecting to the 
study.

Jared Puppe, the town-
ship’s acting manager of 
engineering, noted the 
townships have to go 
through a formal assess-
ment process even if the 
decision is to do nothing – 
they can’t simply just close 
the bridge on a permanent 
basis without the consulta-
tion process.

“I still can’t support it, 
and I won’t support it,” 
Bauman responded. “It’s 
pitiful that we have to 
spend that kind of money 
to do the obvious.”

Between the studies on 
the three bridges, Wool-
wich is looking at a bill 
totalling $100,000.

Looking at the capital 
budget in relation to a long 
list of projects identified in 
the township’s roads needs 

study, Coun. Scott Hahn 
said infrastructure projects 
should be a priority, in-
cluding perhaps boosting 
the 1.5 per cent special levy 
for such projects.

“I think that we’d be 
foolish not to act on the 
daunting information it 
presented,” he said of the 
roads need study.

“We’re not even paying 
the minimum on the credit 
card.”

He pressed the issue 
again at Tuesday night’s 
council meeting, suggest-
ing the township ramp up 
the special levy to five or 
six per cent over the next 
few years. The idea wasn’t 
embraced by his col-
leagues, however.

“We’ve got to balance 
it off somehow that it’s 
affordable to the public,” 
said Coun. Larry Shantz, 
noting the township has 
been funnelling money 
from assessment growth 
(about three per cent this 
year) and its surpluses into 
its infrastructure reserve 
fund.

Two new Woolwich hires to wash away savings from fire dept. restructuring
STEVE KANNON

GIVING WITH ONE HAND 
by freeing up tax money 
in eliminating a staff posi-
tion, Woolwich council 
doubled up on the taking 
by hiring two more full-
time positions.

The money saved by 
restructuring the fire de-
partment staff was quickly 
gobbled up Tuesday night 
as councillors approved 
the hiring of two new posi-
tions aimed at taking stock 
of township infrastructure 
and helping to build new 
projects.

Both new jobs will be 
five-year contract posi-
tions, a development 

charges project supervi-
sor (pay range $75,375 to 
$91,920) and an infrastruc-
ture development coordi-
nator ($62,582 to $76,320). 
The former will be funded 
from development charges 
– extra fees added to each 
new home, ostensibly to 
pay for growth-related 
costs – while 70 per cent 
of the latter will be funded 
from the general operating 
levy, the remainder coming 
from the water and waste-
water budgets.

Money spent on the in-
frastructure coordinator 
essentially eats up all of the 
savings, estimated at up to 
$87,000, from eliminating a 
position within the fire de-

partment administration.
Restructuring the fire 

department essentially 
involves getting rid of an 
administrative assistant.

From a part-time chief 
paid less than $30,000, 
in the last few years the 
department has grown to 
four full-time employees 
– a chief, a deputy, a fire 
prevention officer and an 
administrative assistant – 
at a cost of $412,000, plus a 
slate of vehicles and related 
expenses.

The changes, with cur-
rent chief Rick Pedersen 
set to retire, essentially 
eliminates the lowest-paid 
position and swaps a fire 
prevention officer for a 

community emergency 
management coordinator.

Also, rather than a stand-
alone department, with the 
chief serving as a senior 
management director, fire 
services will fall under the 
umbrella of the chief ad-
ministrative officer (CAO), 
Pedersen explained.

His retirement is tied to 
hiring replacements, with 
all three remaining jobs to 
be posted. 

While using the fire de-
partment savings eased 
some concerns, councillors 
weren’t all eager to embrace 
another round of hiring, 
the township’s payroll hav-
ing grown by almost 50 per 
cent over the last decade.

Coun. Patrick Merlihan 
challenged the need for the 
new hires, later suggesting 
if staff deemed the func-
tions important enough, 
they should look at elimi-
nating a corresponding 
number of jobs elsewhere.

He pointed to the huge 
increases in staffing costs 
– due to both more people 
on the payroll and ever-
increasing wages – even as 
township is falling behind 
on actual infrastructure 
work.

“As a council, for the res-
idents we have to manage 
spending (to avoid) taxes 
doubling every ten years,” 
said Merlihan.

He was also leery of 

Wastewater rates to 
jump 3.9%, while 
Woolwich holds steady 
on water rates for 2017

STEVE KANNON

IT’S BUSINESS AS USUAL 
for water customers in 
Woolwich, with the town-
ship holding steady on cur-
rent rates through 2017.

Doing your business as 
usual will cost more, how-
ever, as wastewater rates are 
set to climb by 3.9 per cent.

In approving budgets for 
water and wastewater at a 
meeting Jan. 31, council-
lors back a plan to hold the 
water rate unchanged at 
$1.71 per cubic metre even 
though the region has in-
creased its bulk water rate 
by some two per cent.

Wastewater charges will 
go up 3.87 per cent to $2.50 
per cubic metre, reflecting 
a regional price increase 
of 7.9 per cent, director of 
finance Richard Petherick 
told councillors.

The rate hike will add 
about $20.40 a year – $3.40 
per bimonthly billing pe-
riod – to the average user’s 
bill, based on 204 cubic 
meters annually.

Petherick noted that, 
while regional water 
charges account for three-
quarters of the township’s 

operating costs, adjust-
ments to its own budget 
and a healthy financial pic-
ture allow for flexibility in 
offsetting price hikes from 
the region, which has been 
boosting prices for years, 
often at many times the 
rate of inflation.

While welcoming the rate 
freeze on the water side, 
Coun. Larry Shantz asked 
if the move might result in 
large increases next year, 
with Petherick noting the 
finances should be fine 
with the projected increase 
from the region in 2018 (1.9 
per cent).

Huge increases have 
been the norm in recent 
years, as the region imple-
ments the user-pay, full-
cost-recovery model for its 
water and wastewater sys-
tems, as mandated by the 
province.

Residents can also expect 
an extra ding on their bills 
as the township replaces 
aging water meters. Along 
with allowing for remote 
reading of the meters, the 
new units are expected to 
be more accurate in mea-
suring water usage, how-
ever.

contract positions, noting 
the township has a habit of 
simply turning those jobs 
into permanent positions.

“My experience with 
contracts is they seem to 
turn into people never 
leaving.”

Some of his concerns 
were echoed by Coun. Lar-
ry Shantz, who noted Wool-
wich residents, current and 
future, will be paying for 
the new hires, no matter 
which accounting pile the 
money comes from.

After a debate, council’s 
lone concession was go-
ing the five-year contract 
route with both positions, 
not just one as originally 
planned.
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POLICE BLOTTER

J A N U A R Y  2 5

7:56 PM | Wellington County 
OPP investigated the driver of a 
2005 Mazda that was travelling 
southbound on Wellington Road 
86 near Ariss. While speaking 
with the male driver, the officer 
noted possible signs of impair-
ment. A roadside screening test 
was conducted, with the driver 
failing. As a result, a 25-year-old 
St. Catharines man was charged 
with ‘over 80 mgs.’ His driver’s 
licence was suspended for 90 
days and the vehicle impounded 
for a period of seven days. He is 

Elmira man arrested after search 
warrant yields child pornography
A 61-YEAR-OLD ELMIRA 
MAN was arrested last week 
on charges related to child 
pornography.

The Waterloo Regional 
Police Service Cyber Crime 
Branch Internet Child 
Exploitation (ICE) Unit 
responded to a report from 
the National Child Exploita-
tion Coordination Center 
(NCECC), alleging that a 
person in Waterloo Region 
had uploaded child pornog-
raphy to a social network. 

On Jan. 27, as a result of 

the investigation, Waterloo 
Regional Police executed a 
search warrant at an Elmira 
address and arrested the 
man for ‘possession of child 
pornography’ and ‘make 
available child pornogra-
phy.’  Police seized com-
puter equipment as a result 
of the search warrant. 

The Waterloo Regional 
Police Service is a member 
of the Ontario Provincial 
Strategy to Protect Children 
from Sexual Abuse and Ex-
ploitation on the Internet.

to appear in Guelph Criminal Court 
on Feb. 21 to answer to the charge.

J A N U A R Y  2 7

6:00 AM | Waterloo Re-
gional Police responded to a resi-
dential fire that broke out on Aspen 
Crescent in Elmira. The cause of the 
fire is believed to be accidental and 
related to an unattended pot on the 
stove. The estimated damage value 
is not known at this time, however 
severe damage to the structure oc-
curred. No injuries were sustained 
but a male was treated for minor 
smoke inhalation.

J A N U A R Y  2 8

11:13 PM | The Wellington 
County OPP received a check-
on-wellbeing request for a driver 
that was slumped over the wheel 
of his motor vehicle on Side Road 
6 North in Centre Wellington 
Township. Police located the 2001 
Toyota on the side of the road 
with the engine running and 
a male sleeping in the driver’s 
seat.   Officers woke up the male 
and immediately detected the 
odour of alcohol on his breath 
and observed physical signs of 
impairment. Police also seized 

a container of open alcohol that 
was located near the driver.   A 
roadside screening test was con-
ducted, which resulted in a fail.   
He was arrested and transported 
to a local OPP operations centre 
for further testing. As a result, 
a 36-year-old Fergus man was 
charged with ‘care and control 
over 80 mgs.’ His driver’s licence 
was suspended for 90 days and 
the vehicle impounded for a 
period of seven days. He is sched-
uled to appear in Guelph Criminal 
Court on Feb. 14 to answer to the 
charge.

FASHIONING UP A SHOW IN ELMIRA

The residents of the Chartwell Elmira Long Term Care Residence were treated to an afternoon fashion show, filled with mostly thrift store 
items, on Jan. 20.  Joan Norris, general manager of the residence, shows off a flapper-style outfit for the crowd gathered in the dining 
room.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

No twp. money 
for wagon rides

If the wagon rides linking the tourist 
train to downtown Elmira continue this 
year, they’ll do so without financial aid 
from the township.

As a special budget meeting last week, 
councillors voted against providing 
Elmira Wagon Rides with a grant, noting 
the operation is a private business that 
benefits downtown merchants and, to 
a lesser extent, the Waterloo Central 
Railway (WCR).

Elmeda Weber, owner of downtown’s 
Kitchen Kuttings, launched the service 
last year, running a tractor-drawn 

wagon between the core and the 
industrial area in Elmira where the train 
stops on market days. It was largely 
financed by $12,000 from the Elmira 
Business Improvement Area, which 
this year pledged $2,000 towards the 
$16,000 Weber is looking for.

Since first coming to council looking 
for $14,000, Weber has secured assis-
tance from the railway, which will cover 
the cost of insurance (about $3,800) 
and hopes to provide up to $2,500 in 
sponsorship sales.

WCR will also promote the wagon 
rides aboard its tourist train, which 
runs from St. Jacobs to Elmira, interim 
CEO Randy Bird told councillors Jan. 26, 
adding the service has been a boon for 

the railway.
“It gave people a reason to get off 

the train,” he said. “Otherwise, they’d 
be getting off the train in the middle of 
nowhere.” 

Bird noted the “railway is poised 
for substantial growth” this year. He 
expects ridership to jump to 30,000 
from about 20,000 now, adding his 
operation and the wagon rides can both 
benefit from a working relationship.

Other revenue and savings will come 
from buying a wagon for about $6,600 
instead of renting one, which cost 
$4,500 last year, said Weber. There 
will also be fundraising drives such as 
barbeques, and perhaps a money box 
onboard the wagon to solicit donations.

That still leaves a substantial shortfall 
that, even with the $2,000 she’d hoped 
to get from council, exceeds $4,000.

Most of the councillors weren’t 
swayed, however, citing the lack of 
township-wide benefit and the limited 
impact – about 1,800 rides last year.

“It’s very expensive,” said Coun. 
Patrick Merlihan of the cost of operating 
the service. “I don’t think that taxpayer 
money should go ... to this venture.”

More taxes are 
surely a-comin’

The taxman returns to Woolwich Mar. 
3, the due date set this week for the 
first installment of 2017 property taxes.

Meeting this week, township council 
approved an interim tax bill plan that 
will allow it to collect an amount equal 
to 50 per cent of last year’s levy. The 
move lets the municipality continue 
collecting funds even though it has yet 
to set taxation levels for 2016.

The first 25 per cent will be due 
on Mar. 3, and the second on May 5. 
Adjustments will be made later in 
the year to accommodate this year’s 
budget, set for approval later this 
month.

GRCA acclaims 
chair, vice-chair

Helen Jowett has been acclaimed to 

a second one-year term as chair of the 
Grand River Conservation Authority 
(GRCA). Chris White has also been 
acclaimed to a second one-year term 
as vice-chair.

Both Jowett and White were ac-
claimed by the GRCA board of directors 
at the general membership meeting 
on Jan. 27. Each has been a member 
since 2014.

As per the GRCA bylaws, a member 
is eligible to be re-elected to the 
role of chair or vice-chair for up to a 
maximum of five one-year terms. 

The 26-member GRCA board is com-
posed of representatives appointed 
by the municipalities within the Grand 
River watershed. 

walks or roadways, creating 
a hazard during the winter 
or adding to the inflow-
and-infiltration problem 
of storm water getting into 
the sanitary sewer system.

Director of engineering 
and planning Dan Ken-
naley noted it would take 
some time to develop an 
inventory of trouble spots 
to determine the extent of 
the problem. Likewise, a 
policy is needed to decide 
who’ll pay for dealing with 
problematic sump pumps: 
the homeowner, the town-
ship or some combination 
thereof.

The last of three special 
budget meetings addressed 
the budget for recreation 
and facilities services, 
where spending increases 
exceed the proposed levy 
jump, largely due to rising 
utility costs. The Woolwich 
Memorial Centre, in partic-
ular, has been a sore spot 
given the inefficient design 
and equipment installed in 
the facility, which opened 
in 2009.

The building has also 
been plagued with equip-
ment failures, including 
a problematic refrigera-
tion plant. Recent emer-
gency repairs have topped 
$100,000, for instance.

Department director 
Ann McArthur noted the 
township is stuck with bad 
decisions made when the 

WMC was built.
The ongoing woes there 

prompted Coun. Scott 
Hahn to suggest the town-
ship budget more money 
for equipment repairs and 
replacement.

Staffing also remains an 
issue at the WMC, which 
was overstaffed early on, 
and across the recreation 
department, councillors 
noted.

Coun. Patrick Merlihan 
pointed to marginal re-
turns on staff costs for the 
fitness centre and conces-
sion stand. On the latter, 
the department has started 
to send staff home early 
when sales don’t warrant 
keeping it open.

Staff costs related to 
a host of new programs 
based out of the Breslau 
Community Centre also 
came under scrutiny, as 
there has been little public 
interest in the offerings.

“I’m struggling with hav-
ing staff in that facility, 
and it’s hardly breaking 
even,” noted Coun. Mark 
Bauman.

Most contentious, and 
unresolved at meeting’s 
end, was a plan to spend 
$60,000 on a recreation 
master plan for the town-
ship.

Stating he’s “not a fan of 
master plans,” Merlihan 
argued the township’s 
experience with such con-
sultants and their reports 

hasn’t been fruitful. Previ-
ous plans drafted for the 
last decade’s big expansion 
– including the WMC and 
community centres in Bre-
slau and Maryhill – proved 
to be “useless” in deter-
mining budgets, timelines 
and public priorities, he 
said.

As with many calls for 
public consultation, those 
exercises ended up hearing 
from relatively few people, 
mostly from those with a 
direct interest, such as the 
minor sports groups. Hir-
ing consultants, he said, 
provides the same low 
level of input the township 
finds with its own public 
meetings and information 
sessions.

“We can fail at public 
engagement just as well 
as the people who come 
up with master plans,” he 
said of wasting money on 
a consultant. “I have very 
little hope that spending 
$60,000 is going to get us 
anything ... useful.”

Both he and Coun. Mur-
ray Martin noted the town-
ship recently spent large 
amounts of money on new 
facilities and are unlikely 
to do so again soon given 
its large infrastructure 
deficit.

“Really, what can we af-
ford?” asked Martin.

Meeting Tuesday night, 
councillors voted to axe the 
plan from the budget.

TAX HIKE: Councillors pan rec. master plan bid
FROM | COVER
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TAKE CARE OF THE pennies, and the pounds 
will take care of themselves. A somewhat shop-
worn admonition to the virtue of thrift, but the 
sentiment is true nonetheless.

It’s especially applicable to politicians, who are ever keen 
to spend all of the pennies, pounds, dollars, drachmas ... 
whatever they can get their hands on. 

We’ve certainly been witness to that during the municipal 
budget process, especially at the region. Woolwich council-
lors, currently in the midst of budget deliberations, seem 
at times to be aware of the message, but equally intent on 
ignoring it.

Take, for instance, some of the budget tweaks made last 
week. They shaved a few dollars here and there, which is 
admirable, but seemed content to stop there rather than get-
ting to the meat of the budget – salary cuts – and accelerat-
ing the pennies-to-pounds goal. 

Likewise, they appear familiar with the concept of value 
for money, having decided that spending $2,000 in support 
of the wagon rides – which transport riders from the steam 
train stop in Elmira to the downtown core – didn’t represent 
a good return. Though expressing some hesitation about the 
township’s membership in the Waterloo Regional Economic 
Development Corporation, however, they still went ahead 
with the full-freight $50,000 this year despite zero return 
thus far. The township is on the hook for another $50,000 in 
2018, winding up a four-year, $160,000 commitment made 
with little thought and even less evidence of its usefulness.

In the same vein, but worse still, the township has dropped 
more than a million dollars since 2009 on its own economic 
development efforts that have yielded little, if anything. 
Not even a valid measure of what the program has done. Yet 
there’s no talk of what happened to the pennies, let alone the 
pounds. Nor of accountability for the tax dollars spent.

It’s the same story that plays out for much of the budget 
process: some fiddling at the margins, but no review of 
overall spending. Even with talk of its infrastructure deficit 
and how there’s not enough money to deal with essentials, 
there’s no talk of prioritizing where the money goes. Tax re-
lief is beyond the pale.

With the now well-documented decrease in our incomes 
and standards of living, governments too have to make do 
with less, scaling back to focus on the essentials.

In the end, staffing is going to be a key issue. Labour costs 
make up more than 50 per cent of the budget – significant 
savings will come only with cuts here. There’s no need to be 
draconian, but wage and hiring freezes as well as attrition are 
likely to be required to get spending back in line.

The argument is made that the public has come to expect 
the level of service now offered, plus, of course, whatever 
new addition is contemplated, which will become next year’s 
status quo. Certainly the public can sometimes be unreal-
istic: we can’t have both more program spending and lower 
taxes.

More and more, however, we’re seeing higher costs – i.e. 
taxes – without any commensurate increases in the level or 
quality of service. At best, we’re paying more for more of the 
same.

At some point, local politicians will have hard decisions 
to make. In the long run, the system we’ve developed is un-
tenable, but the crisis will come long before that. A series of 
hikes that have driven property taxes and fees to egregious 
levels leaves no room for hitting the beleaguered residents 
with still more taxes to make up the shortfall. It’s crunch 
time.

Officials unable, 
unwilling to make 
the right choices

LIKE MEXICO, CANADA 
IS in the North American 
Free Trade Agreement, 
which Donald Trump has 
described as “the worst 
trade deal ... ever signed 
in this country.” Unlike 
Mexico, Canada thinks 
that Trump is not plan-
ning to hurt it. But no good 
deed goes unpunished, so 
Canada’s Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau should be 
very careful.

Canadians felt good 
when Trudeau responded 
to Trump’s ban on Syrian 
refugees by tweeting: “To 
those fleeing persecution, 
terror and war, Canadians 
will welcome you, regard-
less of your faith. Diversity 
is our strength. Welcome to 
Canada.” Feeling morally 
superior to Americans is 
one of Canadians’ favourite 
pastimes, and in this case 
it is self-evidently true. 

The United States took 
in 12,587 Syrian refugees 
last year; Canada, with 
one-ninth of America’s 
population, accepted al-
most 40,000. Yet there 

On trade, Muslims and borders, Trump is sticking to his script
have been only two “lone 
wolf” Islamist attacks in 
Canada in this century, 
each killing one person 
and neither carried out by 
an immigrant. A terrorist 
has just murdered six Ca-
nadian Muslims in Quebec 
City, but Muslim immi-
grants pose no appreciable 
danger to Canada.

In reality, there is no sig-
nificant danger from Mus-
lim immigrants to America 
either. Most of the 28 major 
massacres in the United 
States since 9/11 were car-
ried out by white right-
wing extremists, and those 
that did involve Muslims 
were almost all committed 
by native-born Americans.

But Trump’s “executive 
orders” are not just driven 
by ignorance and panic. He 
is consciously manipulat-
ing public opinion, and 
Canada’s response to his 
ban on Muslim immigrants 
undermines the script he is 
working from.

If Trump’s domestic 
opponents use the Cana-
dian example to discredit 
Trump’s story about the 
mortal danger posed by 
Muslim immigrants, the 
man might claim that lax 
Canadian immigration pol-
icy is a threat to the United 

States and apply “extreme 
vetting” measures to Mus-
lim Canadians who want to 
cross the border.

He might even ban Mus-
lim Canadians from the 
United States entirely, or 
require visas for all Cana-
dians. That would impose 
huge inconvenience and 
cost on Canadians, but 
Donald Trump can basical-
ly do whatever he wants to 
his next-door neighbours. 
So Justin Trudeau would 
be wiser to do good by 
stealth and not attract too 
much attention in the U.S.

Mexico’s President En-
rique Peña Nieto has a 
much bigger problem. He 
was well aware of Trump’s 
campaign promise to build 
an “impenetrable, physi-
cal, tall, powerful, beauti-
ful, southern border wall” 
to keep out illegal Mexican 
immigrants, and to make 
Mexico pay for it. But like 
most people, he couldn’t 
believe that Trump meant 
it literally.

After all, who in their 
right mind would want 
to build a 10-metre high 
concrete wall, also extend-
ing a couple of metres 
underground, along more 
than half of the 3,100-km 
U.S.-Mexican border? (The 

rest is mountains and riv-
ers.) It would cost between 
$10 billion (Trump’s esti-
mate) and $30 billion plus 
(construction consultants 
Gleeds Worldwide).

Building the wall isn’t 
going to stop the estimated 
45 per cent of illegal Mexi-
can immigrants who arrive 
quite legally by car, bus or 
plane, but overstay their 
visas. It isn’t exactly urgent 
either, given that the net 
flow is now southward: 
since 2014 more Mexicans 
have been going home 
each year than arriving in 
the U.S. 

The wall is really just 
symbolic, a demonstration 
of political will, but Trump 
has promised to build it 
and he will. Can he also 
make Mexico pay for it? 
Actually, he probably can.

Last Thursday Mexican 
officials were in Washing-
ton preparing for President 
Peña Nieto’s visit when 
Trump suddenly tweeted: 
“If Mexico is unwilling to 
pay for the badly needed 
wall, then it would be bet-
ter to cancel the upcom-
ing meeting.” Peña Nieto, 
deeply humiliated, did 
cancel the meeting. He had 

DYER | 8

For many politicians, there’s always a different tune when they’re spending other people’s money.
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No easy solutions for loss of real journalism as newspaper industry sees declines

LONG SEEN BY MANY 
– especially by those in 
the industry, not surpris-
ingly – as a cornerstone of 
democracy, newspapers 
have faced some tough 
sledding of late. For the 
dailies in particular, falling 
circulation and advertising 
revenues have led to cuts 
and closures. Certainly not 
good for those working in 
the media, but worse still 
for accountability.

Besieged by new tech-
nologies, fragmentation in 
the market and what seems 
to be an increasingly de-
tached citizenry, newspa-
pers do have much to worry 
about. But the industry has 
been its own worst enemy 
in many cases, as concen-
tration of ownership led 
to homogenization and a 
decline in quality, often 
fueled by new corporate 
masters more concerned 
with stock prices than with 
the good journalism, the 
very thing needed to at-
tract readers.

The threat of new forms 

of media to newspapers – 
and the instances of real 
journalism in television 
and radio – might not be 
an issue if the new avenues 
were providing actual 
news, but that’s typically 
not the case. Sure, there’s a 
steady stream of informa-
tion – fueled by the likes 
of Google and Facebook 
– but there’s precious little 
in the way of the media’s 
essential role: coverage of 
governments, the courts, 
public officials and the like. 

That gap in a prime 
democratic function is 
the focus of a new report 
from the Public Policy 
Forum, The Shattered Mir-
ror: News, Democracy and 
Trust in the Digital Age.

“The vaunted media eco-
system ceases to deliver on 
its democratic role without 
this wellspring of original 
news, especially the variety 
we call civic-function news: 
the coverage of elected 
officials and public institu-
tions such as legislatures, 
judicial and quasi-judicial 
bodies, city halls, school 
boards and supporting 
public services; issues and 
debates related to these 
officials and bodies; and 
the ability of communities 

to know about themselves 
for civic purposes,” reads 
the report, authored by 
former journalist Edward 
Greenspon.

He notes that where the 
news originates is more 
important than its avenues 
of dissemination. Propa-
gating information on the 
Internet, for instance, is an 
easy task, but that doesn’t 
make it useful, relevant or 
even true – thus we’ve got 
much talk about fake news.

“The Internet, whose 
fresh and diverse tributar-
ies of information made it a 
historic force for openness, 
now has been polluted 
by the runoff of lies, hate 
and the manipulations of 
foreign powers. The ‘truth 
neutrality’ of the dominant 
digital platforms is incom-
patible with democracy.”

In assessing the health 
of the media, the study 
looks at funding models, 
including tax incentives 
and perhaps subsidies, that 
could support journalistic 
organizations. The report 
is replete with ideas for 
both preserving real jour-
nalism and finding ways 
to fund it. The latter is a 
big part of the formula, as 
doing real news coverage 

requires resources – there 
are no end of people will-
ing to blog or tweet about 
sports or celebrities, for 
example, but few who’ll 
wade through mounds of 
budget documents or sit 
through an endless stream 
of government meetings, 
hearings and commissions. 
The former is chaff that 
serves little purpose, while 
the latter is the lifeblood of 
a democracy that relies on 
an informed citizenry. 

In the face of financial 
losses, most of the players 
in the industry – certainly 
the large corporate players 
– took to cutting journalists 
and their work as the first 
and foremost way of reduc-
ing costs. The resultant 
drop-off in quality only 
accelerates the decline, a 
fact typically overlooked 
by corporate bean counters 
who treat newspapers like 
widgets – you don’t have to 
look very far to see exam-
ples locally of that mindset 
that’s degraded and closed 
newspapers.

Ironically, even as we’re 
flooded with information – 
from online news sources 
to Facebook and Twitter 
and that ilk – there’s a 
greater need for a source 

to filter and interpret all 
of that raw data. That’s 
precisely what newspapers 
have been doing for cen-
turies.

And while more people 
go online to get their news, 
few people are aware that 
most of the material pro-
vided by news aggregators 
such as Google or end-
lessly rehashed by bloggers 
comes from newspapers, 
the organizations with 
trained journalists on the 
ground, attending meet-
ings and poring through 
documents. 

That lack of awareness 
can be seen in a Pew Re-
search Center study that 
found almost 70 per cent of 
Americans say that if their 
local newspaper no longer 
existed, it would not have 
a major impact on their 
ability to keep up with in-
formation and news about 
their community. 

The organization, a key 
monitoring organization of 
media and industry trends, 
collects data that show 
newspapers play a much 
bigger role in people’s 
lives than many may real-
ize. Newspapers (both the 
print and online versions, 
though primarily print) 

rank first or tie for first as 
the source people rely on 
most for 11 of the 16 differ-
ent kinds of local informa-
tion asked about – more 
topics than any other me-
dia source.

The loss of more real 
reporting will only lead to 
less information in an elec-
tronic media (including 
online sources) that has al-
ready descended into parti-
san bickering and scream-
ing south of the border. 
Changes in this country, 
though less extreme, have 
not been for the better.

Often accused of relish-
ing the negative (most 
commonly from those 
under examination), the 
media best serve the public 
when they challenge lead-
ers on their actions, posi-
tions and statements. Yes, 
we also tell people stories 
about themselves and do 
our part to entertain, but 
the watchdog role is the 
cornerstone of the free 
press in a democratic sys-
tem. ‘Why?’ is a perfectly 
valid question. Those who 
would make decisions that 
affect our lives must justify 
themselves – arbitrary ac-

Which team do you think will win the Super Bowl this weekend?

“If the Raiders aren’t in it, then I am not 
watching.”

 » Chris Willard

“Falcons.”

 » Mark Ibbotson

“Falcons.”

 » Kevin Freer

“The Pats, for sure.”

 » Emily Fournier

“The Patriots.”

 » Matt McLean

“He might even ban Muslim Canadians from the United States entirely, or require visas for all Canadians.” Gwynne Dyer | 6

KANNON | 8
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NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Canadians less likely
to suffer at the hands of Trump
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no choice.
But on Friday, the two 

presidents had an hour-
long phone call that the 
joint statement described 
as “productive and con-
structive.” There were no 
details, but they did dis-
cuss “the current trade def-
icit the United States has 
with Mexico,” among other 
things. “Fixing” that trade 
deficit is probably how the 
circle will ultimately be 
squared.

Mexico’s exports to the 
U.S. were $271 billion last 
year; its imports were only 
$213 billion. Trump wants 
to change that, and Peña 

Nieto has no option but to 
submit. And somewhere 
in the deal that there will 
probably be a clause that 
lets Trump claim Mexico 
is paying for the wall while 
Mexico can still deny it.

Canada-U.S. trade is 
roughly in balance, so 
Canadians will probably 
not suffer severe pressure 
unless Trudeau really ir-
ritates The Man. The total 
volume of U.S.-China trade 
is about the same, but Chi-
na sells the U.S. four times 
more than it buys from it.

That can’t be “fixed,” 
and Trump cannot be 
persuaded to let it ride. 
There will be tears before 
bedtime.

The majority of Canadians (78%) support requiring government 
institutions to properly safeguard the personal information they 
collect. Nearly two-thirds don’t know what is being done by 
government with their personal information. With businesses, 70% 
would be more likely to deal with companies if they were subject 
to strict financial penalties for misusing their personal information. 

 » Edward Greenspon, author of The Shattered Mirror: News, Democracy and Trust in 
the Digital Age, on fostering discussions about the state of journalism in the country

“This report is not about the journalists, with whom I feel great 
solidarity, but rather the role they play, and what we may be 
putting at risk if we are inattentive. This report is meant to offer 
insight into the state of news two decades into its existential crisis, 
as well as ideas for how to respond.”

 » From the Feb. 3, 2007 edition of The Observer

Lynn Myers, the former Kitchener-Conestoga Liberal MP, was in critical 
condition in a London hospital after a collision Wednesday night near 
Stratford. The veteran politician was travelling on Line 34 east of 
Stratford when his car went out of the lane, striking an oncoming 
tractor-trailer. The driver of the truck had swerved to try to avoid the 
collision, to no avail. Myers, 55, was transported to a Stratford hospital 
before being transferred to London Health Sciences Centre.

tions are not acceptable.
As the Observer has 

noted more than once or 
twice, it’s much too com-
monplace for politicians 
and bureaucrats, including 
the local ones, to put their 
own agendas ahead of the 
public interest. Without 
anyone to shine a light on 
their actions, and to de-
mand explanations, you 
can bet there would be 
even less accountability 
and far greater misuse of 
the public good and the 
public purse.

That watchdog function 
is what’s most at risk given 
the changes in the media, 
just as the oversight role 

KANNON: Plenty of content, 
but far more chaff than wheat
FROM | 7 in the corporate sector has 

been eroded by conver-
gence and the rise of media 
conglomerates. 

Somewhat removed from 
the industry’s internal is-
sues by virtue of being lo-
cal and independent, the 
Observer also takes seri-
ously its role as the voice of 
the community in asking 
questions, while telling 
the people’s stories. Do 
we always get it perfectly 
right? Absolutely not, but 
we’re doing our part while 
remaining accountable to 
our readers.

Preserving that role in 
communities across the 
country and, indeed, the 
globe, is proving a massive 
challenge.

www.observerxtra.com/write-a-letter

STAND FOR 
SOMETHING.

HERITAGE WEEK: FEBRUARY 2026, 2017

Bring Waterloo Region heritage images and 
documents for scanning and uploading to 
our Local History website. 

Tuesday, February 21 – Ayr
Wednesday, February 22 – New Hamburg
Thursday, February 23 – Wellesley
Friday, February 24 – Elmirawww.rwlibrary.ca

Scanning will be 
offered 2-6 p.m.

Help celebrate Canada 150! 

THE EASTON BARN RAISING – 1922THE EASTON BARN RAISING 

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from February 6 – February 11

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$1.99 REG. PRICE
$3.29 /lb.

Pork Chops
Fresh Center Cut Fresh

Back Ribs
REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb.

$5.99

BolognaPork Loin 
Roasts

Fresh Boneless

REG. PRICE
$3.49 /lb.

$2.99

Store Made

Pork 
Schnitzel

Medium 
Cheddar

Bright’s

REG. PRICE
$10.59 /lb.

$9.49

Store Made Breaded 

REG. PRICE
$1.50 ea.

$1.25

$3.49
Reg. $3.99 /lb PI
EC

E

Reg. $3.69 /lb

$2.99SL
ICE

D
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Taking a 
walk on the 
wild side 
over the 
weekend

THOSE WHO KNOW ME 
would probably describe 
me as a wild man. The kind 
of person who changes 
course recklessly and goes 
off on a dangerous tangent 
at the drop of a hat, just to 
see people react and pay 
attention so he can feel 
something – basically, any-
thing – stir inside his cold 
and lifeless soul. 

Oh wait, that’s my de-
scription of Trump.

I’m actually the kind who 
just enjoys getting a little 
crazy on the weekends. 
This weekend, however, I 
took that to a new level. 

My weekend went into 
overdrive immediately 
with me tying, not one, but 
two dozen flies on Saturday 
morning. 

Most folks are already 
well aware of the reputa-
tion we fly tyers have as 
thrill seekers, but let me 
just say, this was nuts. I 
started off by tying a dozen 
pheasant tail nymphs in 
the classic style and then 
tied the second dozen with 
hot orange thoraxes!

Even Jenn recognized 
that I was walking the 
knife’s edge.

When I showed her what 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

To all who donated to Elmira Legion Branch 469 Poppy 
Campaign for 2016 in Memory of Veterans. All monies 
collected are given out to current and past Veteran only 
with our members and Provincial Command Approval. 

Poppy Chairman
Wm L (Bill) Strauss

Thank You

Updated our Cenotaph in their memories

This year a total of $40,130.05 was collected.

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri. & Sat. 8-8reservations
recommended

Specials
FEB 14

11am – 4pm 4pm – 8pm
LUNCH DINNER

or
Dessert & drinks included with 

all Valentine’s specials.

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com

ANOTHER LOCAL ATH-
LETE IS rising through the 
hockey ranks, as Sugar 
King Tyler McBay has com-
mitted to St. Lawrence Uni-
versity where he will play 
NCAA Division 1 hockey.

The 16-year-old Elmira 
resident began the 2016-
17 season with the Elmira 
Sugar Kings. He was also 
selected in the eighth 
round of the 2016 OHL Pri-
ority Selection by the Sagi-
naw Spirit, but has spent 
the season with the Elmira 
team.

He visited SLU in Octo-
ber as well as Pennsylvania 
State University, chatted 
with a few other schools 

SPORTS

Kings’ 
Tyler McBay 
commits 
to playing for 
St. Lawrence 
University

WHITNEY NEILSON and made his decision to 
commit to SLU last month.

St. Lawrence called him 
and invited him to visit the 
campus in Canton, New 
York, and attend a hockey 
game, which he did.

“From the moment I 
stepped on campus I was 
welcomed by all. It was 
a warm welcoming that I 
can’t forget. It was kind 
of like a welcoming that 
made you feel like you 
were part of the university 
already. It was a smaller 
school which I person-
ally liked more because 
the atmosphere around 
campus felt more like fam-
ily and the hockey games 
played at the Appleton 
Arena were so much fun to 

attend,” McBay said.
He plans to study kinesi-

ology – or sports medicine, 
as it’s called in the U.S.

With Grade 12 still ahead 
of him in the fall he expects 
to play one more season 
with the Sugar Kings. In 
terms of the OHL, he says 
he’s leaving his options 
open, but he likes to tell 
people he’s heading to the 
NCAA.

“I experienced going to 
Saginaw for my OHL camp, 
but when I went to the 
NCAA school in St. Law-
rence it was a way different 
experience. Just thinking 
about going to play hockey 
and get your four years of 
education paid for is some-
thing that I wanted and St. 

Lawrence can offer that,” 
McBay said.

SLU’s men’s hockey team 
has a 15-7-6 record so far 
this season.

Sporting green and gold 
this season the defense-
man has recorded nine 
assists for the Kings. He 
spent the previous season 
with the Waterloo Wolves 
AAA Minor Midget team, 
earning six goals and 19 
assists.

He says SLU’s scouts 
liked his skating and his 
ability to push the pace.

“They liked my game. 
They liked how I’m cre-
ative offensively and I can 
also be a defensive player 
as well,” McBay said.

Playing professional 

hockey has always been 
a dream for him and he 
hopes to pursue that.

He has a lot of people to 
thank for helping him get 
this far, including friends, 
family, coaches, the com-
munity of Elmira and last 
but not least, the Sugar 
Kings organization.

“It’s given me the op-
portunity to play in a 
league with 16, 17, 18 
and 19 year olds and it’s 
helped me to develop as 
a hockey player playing 
in this league. The com-
petition throughout the 
league is phenomenal and 
having the older guys talk 
to you and pushing you on 
and off the ice, I’ve ben-
efited a lot from it.”
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SPRING SESSION
Recreational and Competitive Programs Offered 

For Ages 16 Months & Up

11 WEEKS
March 20 – June 5, 2017

FOR INFORMATION ON
PROGRAMS, GYM CALENDAR, BIRTHDAY PARTIES AND REGISTRATION 

CHECKOUT OUR WEBSITE www.woolwichgymnastics.com
CALL 519.669.2227 or EMAIL wgcregistrar@gmail.com

97 EARL MARTIN DRIVE, UNIT #2, ELMIRA

Please note that all programs are subject to availability and sufficient enrollment.

NEW ONLINE REGISTRATION
Begins February 13 @ 8:00pm and 

Closes February 25 @ 8pm 
Deadline for spring registration is March 5, 2017. Any 

registrations after Feb. 25th will be charged a $15 late fee.
Payment must accompany registration

WOOLWICH HOSTS TEAMS FROM AROUND THE PROVINCE IN CUP CHALLENGE TOURNEY

The Woolwich Minor Hockey Association hosted novice and atom teams from around the province for their annual Woolwich Cup Challenge on Jan. 14-15. Here, the Atom Woolwich Wildcats #2 take on the Centre Wellington Lightning. Centre Wellington took the game 7-1. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

THE SCORE

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Tyke: SELECT
Jan. 28 vs Flamborough
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Reese Martin, Matt 
Kochut, Lucas Frey
Assists: Zack Forwell, 
Evan Hall

Tyke: SELECT
Jan. 29 vs Brampton
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Lucas Frey, Mason 
Gear, Evan Hall
Assists: Zack Forwell (2), 
Reese Martin, Colton Brito, 
Lucas Frey

PeeWee: MAJOR AE
Jan. 28 vs Guelph
Home: 3  Visitor: 5
Goals: Shelby Rempel, 
Oscar Fitch, Lucas Radler
Assists: Mitchell Hartman, 
Jonathan Staken, Tristan 
Kraemer, Sebastian Garrett

PeeWee: LL #2
Jan. 28 vs Twin Centre #2
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Gabe Hicknell, Josh 

Moore (2)
Assists: Ashton Weber, 
Ethan Murr, Andrew Palmer

PeeWee: LL #2
Jan. 29 vs Beverly
Home: 5  Visitor: 2
Goals: Josh Moore (2), 
Daniel Grant, Gabe Hicknell, 
Owen Hackert
Assists: Andrew Buehler, 
Turner Duldhardt, Ashton 
Weber, Daniel Grant, 
Andrew Palmer

Novice: MAJOR A
Jan. 25 vs Burlington
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Adam Bloch, 
Spencer Hume, Sutton 
Meier
Assists: Caleb Paquet, 
Adam Lavigne, Mitchell 
Krasovec, Tristan Hill, Alex 
Veitch

Novice: MAJOR A
Jan. 28 vs Burlington
Home: 6  Visitor: 1
Goals: Spencer Hume, 
Adam Bloch, Caleb Paquet, 
Mitchell Krasovec, Zack 
Forwell, Alex Veitch

Assists: Mitchell Krasovec, 
Luke Wood, Adam Bloch, 
Tristan Hill, Carter Weir

Novice: MAJOR A
Jan. 30 vs Caledon
Home: 5  Visitor: 2
Goals: Spencer Hume, 
Mitchell Krasovec, Adam 
Bloch, Tristan Hill, Caleb 
Paquet
Assists: Alex Veitch, Adam 
Lavigne (2), Mitchell 
Krasovec

Novice: LL #2
Jan. 28 vs Ayr
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Owen McAdam (2), 
Luke Forbes
Assists: Luke Forbes

Novice: LL #2
Jan. 29 vs Hespeler
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Owen McAdam, 
Luke Forbes
Assists: Emmet Schell, 
Braden Hardman

Atom: A
Jan. 25 vs New Hamburg
Home: 2   Visitor: 1

Goals: Josh Carson (2)
Assists: Brandon Fishman, 
Ethan Burkholder, Connor 
Goebel

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan. 27 vs Halton Hills
Home: 6  Visitor: 0
Goals: Mitchell Walker, 
Stuart Sinclair (3), Pacey 
Camm (2)
Assists: Nathan Martin, 
Isaac Lopers (2), Eric Kane 
(2), Liam Wood, Ian Leech
Shutouts: Justin Strohoff

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan. 29 vs Milton
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Eric Kane, Nathan 
Martin
Assists: Pacey Camm, Isaac 
Lopers, Evan Passmore, 
Michael Gear

Atom: LL #1
Jan. 28 vs Twin Centre
Home: 4  Visitor: 4
Goals: Tanner Armstrong 
(2), Evan McDougall, Gavin 
Sager
Assists: Tanner Armstrong, 
Evan McDougall, Clyde 
Chico

Atom: LL #1
Jan. 29 vs Ayr
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Tanner Armstrong 
(3), Jack Hacock
Assists: Clyde Chico, Jakob 
Geimer

Atom: LL #2
Jan. 21 vs Plattsville
Home: 12  Visitor: 0
Goals: Ben Lowther (4), 
Dawson Brubacher (3), 
Alex Hiller (2), Ethan 
Adams, Carter Harrow (2)
Assists: Andrew Zettler, 
Evan Hori, Dawson 
Brubacher, Connor Airdrie, 
Ben Lowther
Shutouts: Tommy Madison

Atom: LL #2
Jan. 28 vs Embro
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Carter Harrow, Owen 
Tettman (2)
Assists: Andrew Zettler

Atom: LL #3
Jan. 28 vs Plattsville
Home: 8  Visitor: 0
Goals: Evan Yorke (2), 
Myles Hunter (2), Lucas 
Hubbard (2), Zach Snider, 
Ben Hibbard

Assists: Lucas Hubbard (2), 
Declan Johnson (3), Caelan 
Haley
Shutouts: Connor Huber

Atom: LL #3
Jan. 29 vs Embro
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Declan Johnson

Bantam: LL #1
Jan. 28 vs Ayr
Home: 5  Visitor: 5
Goals: Tyler Newton (4), 
Danny Soehner
Assists: Tyson Kraemer, 
Tyler Newton (2), Danny 
Soehner (3), Seth Horst

Bantam: LL #1
Jan. 29 vs New Hamburg
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Danny Soehner (3), 
Cole Brubacher
Assists: Patrick Perry, Tyler 
Newton (2), Tyson Kraemer

ELMIRA 
JR SUGAR 
KINGS

Midget: A
Jan. 21 vs Flamborough
Home: 8  Visitor: 2
Goals: Riley Runstedler (2), 
Evan Gowing, Mitch Waters, 
Earl Schwartz, Noah Zeller 
(2), Brad Hale
Assists: Evan Gowing, 
Tyson Bender (2), Noah 
Zeller, Earl Schwartz, Mitch 
Waters

Midget: A
Jan. 24 vs Centre 
Wellington
Home: 3  Visitor: 6
Goals: Earl Schwartz, Evan 
Gowing, Riley Runstedler
Assists: Cole Altman (2), 
Riley Runstedler, Evan 
Gowing

WOOLWICH 
WILD

PeeWee: LL
Jan. 28 vs Kitchener
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Alison Martin (2), 
Michaela Bauman, Haley 
Newton
Assists: Annie Sargent, 
Emily Sargent, Kyla Bloch, 
Katie Brubacher, Hailey 
Brubacher, Kylie Stevanus

Novice: LL #1
Jan. 19 vs Woolwich LL #2
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Chloe Futher
Novice: LL #1
Jan. 28 vs Cambridge 
White
Home: 0  Visitor: 0
Shutouts: Jaiden Radler

Novice: LL #2
Jan. 19 vs Woolwich LL #1
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Emily Hibbard (2)

Novice: LL #2
Jan. 28 vs Cambridge Grey
Home: 5  Visitor: 6

Goals: Alexa Grundy (2), 
Grace Gow (2), Emily 
Hibbard
Assists: Alexa Grundy, 
Addison Fitzgerald, Ellie 
Clemmer, Grace Gow

Novice: B
Jan. 28 vs Kitchener
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Lexie de Jeu
Assists: Emma McCoubrey, 
Emily Metzger
Shutouts: Riley Nelson

Novice: B
Jan. 29 vs Waterloo
Home: 1  Visitor: 5
Goals: Sophia Metzger

Atom: LL
Jan. 27 vs Cambridge Teal
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Emily Martin, Nora 
Beatty, Kayleigh Futher
Assists: Kelly Grant, Sofia 
Fitch

Atom: B
Jan. 28 vs Waterloo
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Brienne Brezynskie
Assists: Claire Jacklin, Claire 
Catton
Shutouts: Makenna 
Kroetsch

Atom: B
Jan. 29 vs Kitchener
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Claire Jacklin, Olivia 
Straus, Sara Forwell
Assists: Claire Jacklin, 

Avery Grundy

TOURNAMENTS

Novice: LL #2
Cambridge Roadrunners 
Tournament
Cambridge   Jan. 20-22
Game 1 vs Cambridge 
White
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Alexa Grundy (3), 
Emily Hibbard
Shutouts: Lyla Naughton
Jan. 21 vs Cambridge Grey
Home: 4  Visitor: 4
Goals: Grace Gow (3), Emily 
Hibbard

PeeWee: BB 7100
Flamborough Tournament
Flamborough Jan. 27-29
Game 1 vs Brantford
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Paige Woods, 
Jocelyn Pickard
Assists: Haylee Clemmer, 
Tanis Uhrig, Brealyn 
Macpherson, Jocelyn 
Pickard
Jan. 28 vs Flamborough
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Paige Woods
Assists: Haylee Clemmer, 
Chloe Hislop

TWIN CENTRE 
HERICANES

PeeWee: LL
Jan. 30 vs Waterloo #1
Home: 1  Visitor: 0

Goals: Kayla Foy
Assists: Emma Sommer, 
Ciara Roth
Shutouts: Kirsten 
Livingston

WATERLOO 
WOLVES

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan. 29 vs Burlington
Home: 8  Visitor: 0
Goals: Matthew Ball (2), 
Hayden Taylor, Griffin 
Beddis, Riley Webster, 
Jackson Andrews, Tim 
Hodson, Calvin Witt
Assists: Griffin Beddis (2), 
Tim Hodson (2), Hayden 
Taylor (2), Carter Merritt 
(2), Jackson Andrews, 
Calvin Witt, Lucas Skanes, 
Easton Oberholtzer, Mason 
Mohr
Shutouts: Noah Bender

KARATE
Jan. 21 | White Heron 
Martial Arts
The following students have 
passed the grading and 
advanced to the next belt:

Green Belt: Liam Hanley, 
Nathan Chinnick
Red Belt: Caleb Martin-
Carman, Connor Goebel, 
Xander Straus
Orange Belt: Gavin 
Atkinson
Yellow Belt: Adam Arjune, 
Adam Dueck, Angela Levac, 
Cole Harth, Colson Ruppert, 
Erin Bagg, Nolan Adams, 
Norah Boose, Victoria 
Kordasiewicz

The Woolwich Sun Rays special hockey team played a short game between periods at the Elmira Sugar Kings’ win over Guelph on Jan. 22.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

SUN RAYS PUT ON A SHOW FOR THE HOMETOWN CROWD

The Woolwich Sun Rays hockey team played a short game between periods at the Sugar Kings’ win over Guelph on Jan.22.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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EDSS ski team preparing 
for its first meet of the 
season in Beaver Valley

I had done, she looked up 
from her book momen-
tarily and said, “You are a 
wild man.” 

But I wasn’t through 
shaking things up yet.

You see, normally, Jenn 
and I follow a very strict but 
exciting routine on Satur-
days. We go to the dump in 
the early afternoon and go 
grocery shopping afterwards.

Exciting as that is, I 
thought, “Why not really 
rock her world? Why not 

add a whole new level of 
excitement to the week-
end?” 

So, in a fit of mad spon-
taneity, I proclaimed, “You 
know what? Let’s forget 
going to the dump today. 
We’ll go tomorrow!”

I’ve never blown any-
one’s mind before, so I’m 
not 100 per cent certain 
that rolling your eyeballs 
is an indicator that this is 
happening. But since Jenn 
did that right after my sug-
gestion, I’m guessing that’s 

probably the case.
Shortly thereafter, we 

went to the grocery store as 
always and then – get this 
– completely avoided the 
landfill. The excitement 
was palpable. Even now, 
I get the chills thinking 
about it. 

On the drive home, I 
said, “I guess, no one can 
ever call us boring, huh?”

Again, her response 
probably indicated that I 
had just blown her mind.

So much for Saturday; 

Sunday was even more 
exciting. I tied two dozen 
gold-ribbed hare’s ear 
nymphs, possibly the most 
classic nymph fly pattern 
going.

In case you’re not keep-
ing track, that’s the second 
two-four of the weekend. 

When I showed them to 
Jenn, she tried to be cool 
but, believe me, her “how 
about that?” betrayed her 
excitement. 

We’re talking four dozen 
flies in a weekend! And 

then we gathered our re-
cyclables and garbage and 
went on a dump run. On 
Sunday! 

On the way there, I 
thought, “OK, let’s live even 
more dangerously.”

So, as we got to the land-
fill gatehouse, I flashed my 
landfill card rather than 
held it still for the atten-
dant to read.

That stunt got us through 
the front gate and further 
excitement was in the air as 
we noticed not one of the 

people we normally see at 
our routine Saturday dump 
run time was there. Bet-
ter yet, the contents of the 
bins seemed a little more 
exciting. I’ve never seen 
so much corrugated card-
board on a Saturday.

Soon after, we drove 
home again, each of us 
showing our exhilaration in 
our own way: me by sing-
ing “A Whole New World!” 
from Disney’s 1992 classic 
Aladdin; Jenn by rolling 
her eyeballs.

GALEA: The wild, wild adventures of an angler who just loves to tie one on ... repeatedly
FROM | 9

The Woolwich Sun Rays special hockey team played a short game between periods at the Elmira Sugar Kings’ win over Guelph on Jan. 22.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

THE ELMIRA DISTRICT 
SECONDARY School alpine 
ski team is prepping to hit 
the slopes next week for 
their first Waterloo County 
Secondary School Athletic 
Association meet.

The team will be head-
ing to Beaver Valley Ski 
Club on Feb. 9 to compete 
against other schools in the 
region, trying for the fast-
est time down the hill. 

The recent weather pat-
terns put a damper on their 
practice meet plans earlier 
this month, but one of the 
team’s coaches, Chris Fin-
nie, says there is still time 
to prepare for the competi-
tion.

“We had one training 
day at Beaver Valley last 
month, and we were sup-
posed to have a second 
mini-meet where the skiers 
could get their times, but 
it didn’t count. It was sup-
posed to be a timed race so 
they could see where they 
ranked, but unfortunately, 
we couldn’t make it up 
there,” he said. “However, 
we do have a day, on Feb. 7, 

when we are going to Chi-
copee and there is going to 
be a race set up there.”

Finnie says the team is 
competitive compared to 
other schools despite one 
less day of practice.

“About half were on the 
team last year, and then 
we have the other half who 
are trying it out for the first 
time,” he said. “We have 
two students who could 
really compete. Last year, 
we had one of our female 
racers do really well at the 
mini-meet last year, and 
had some difficulties after 
that, but this year should 
be good.”

The alpine ski teams are 
divided into two groups: 
amateur skiers who just 
have fun on the slopes, and 
more experienced skiers 
who ski in clubs outside of 
school. This year’s EDSS 
team has only amateur 
skiers, but Finnie says that 
doesn’t matter. 

“They are mixed in with 
all the other students who 
just love skiing, and want 
to try out the racing. We’re 
hoping to do well in some 
of the individual races, and 

STRONG SEASON FOR SENIOR GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

The EDSS senior girls’ volleyball team dug deep for the win on Jan. 19 against Waterloo Oxford District Secondary School. The team has won 
seven of their ten games this season so far. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

LIZ BEVAN it is nice to have the whole 
team of guys to compete as 
well,” he said, adding there 
were enough sign-ups for 
alpine skiing to have a full 
team of boys. “We wanted 
more girls, so we don’t have 
a full team there, but the 
guys will definitely be com-
peting as a team and trying 
to get a medal.”

When they aren’t 
strapped in to their skis, 
team members have the 
option of dry land train-
ing at the school with help 
from coaches Finnie and 
Dave Vandenberg, but the 
main coaching responsi-
bilities deal with safety, 
encouragement and of 
course, paperwork. 

“There isn’t much in the 
way of telling them what to 
do on the hill, so it is just 
about support and really 
putting them in the posi-
tion so they can succeed,” 
said Finnie.

The team will be heading 
to higher level competi-
tion, the Central Western 
Ontario Secondary Schools 
Association (CWOSSA) on 
Feb. 16 at Beaver Valley Ski 
Club.

HIGH SCHOOL / TAKING TO THE SLOPES

SCORE ONE
FOR US!

DEADLINE: Tuesdays by 4pmobserverxtra.com/score/

THE OBSERVER HAS A QUICK, EASY ONLINE SUBMISSION FORM.
UPLOAD TEAM PHOTOS AND LET’S MAKE HEADLINES TOGETHER!

AND WE’LL MAKE SURE EVERYBODY KNOWS!
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THE LINWOOD RECRE-
ATION ASSOCIATION is 
holding their annual Lin-
wood Snofest this week-
end, sticking with a for-
mula that is tried, tested 
and true. 

Organizers are keeping 
with tradition, hosting the 
firefighters’ breakfast, sno-
pitch tournament, solo card 
tournament and of course, 
activities for the kids.

“Everybody has their 
thing that they are inter-

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS are now just two 
points behind Listowel af-
ter two wins and a loss over 
the weekend.

Starting off the weekend 
in Stratford, the Kings over-
came the Warriors 5-1, with 
a big performance from 
goalie Jon Reinhart who 
made 52 saves.

“Jonny was good, he kept 
us in the game. That’s the 
beauty with him, he gives 
you a chance to win every 
night and Friday was defi-
nitely one of those,” said 
head coach Ty Canal.

The Warriors took an 
early lead with a goal from 
Jack Scanlan, assisted by 
Ryan Nicholson and Kam-
eron Shearer, but Reinhart 
wouldn’t let anything in for 
the rest of the game.

Elmira finished the first 
with goals from Ethan 
Skinner, Keanan Stewart 
and Jake Brown. Mitch 
Hoelscher, Jeff Jordan (2), 
Klayton Hoelscher, Skinner 
and Austin Ulett picked up 
assists.

The second period saw 
no scoring, despite the 
Kings spending six minutes 
shorthanded.

In the third, Brown (Skin-
ner, Dawson Shackelton) 
and Josh Slegers (Stewart, 
Jordan) scored to solidify 
the win for Elmira.

Canal notes they may 
have got the two points, but 
it wasn’t their best game 
by far.

“I thought there was a 
lot of things we need to 
improve on after that game. 
We gave up way too many 
odd-man rushes, way too 
many turnovers, way, way 
too many shots,” Canal 
said.

The Kings couldn’t pull 
out a win in Brantford the 

Return of the white stuff a boon for Linwood Snofest
Popular annual event off ers something for all age groups returning this weekend

LIZ BEVAN ested in at Snofest. It is 
really enjoyable to watch 
everyone come together,” 
said rec. association mem-
ber Lori Sebben. “People 
volunteer to help with the 
food, working the bar and 
it takes a lot of hands.”

As with every year, the 
Feb. 4 event starts out 
with the sno-pitch tourna-
ment at 9 a.m. Teams from 
around the area compete to 
take home the title of best 
sno-pitch team, trudging 
their way through drifts and 
slipping along icy baselines 

working for the most runs. 
“Spectators are welcome, 

for sure,” said Sebben.
For those who want to 

stay indoors and keep 
warm, there is a Solo card 
tournament with registra-
tion starting up at 9:45 a.m. 
at the Lion’s Den. 

“One of our residents 
from town runs it. You just 
have to sign up with him 
that day,” she said. “Players 
sit in tables of four, and it is 
a card game. It is similar to 
euchre and bridge. That’s 
what I have been told any-

way. I have never played it 
but everyone who has says 
it is a lot of fun.”

Sebben says to bring 
your appetite with you 
because the Linwood fire-
fighters are cooking up a 
hearty breakfast for $5 a 
plate, or a large plate for $7.

“The firefighters are 
wonderful for cooking. 
They are such a big help 
and they seem to have fun. 
They keep coming out ev-
ery year, so I hope they are 
having fun.”

There is plenty to do 

for the kids, with Kricket 
the Klown painting faces, 
Erick Traplin, a children’s 
entertainer, singing songs 
and telling stories and bal-
loon creations with Master 
Kenton. 

“Kricket is fantastic. She 
is great. She does such a 
good job,” said Sebben. 

The event starts bright 
and early with breakfast 
at 8:30 a.m. and runs until 
2:30 p.m., closing out with 
a hay ride. 

For Sebben, the annual 
event is all about bringing 

the community together, 
and even getting to know 
some new neighbours. 

“We have some new peo-
ple in town, and we sent 
out some flyers, so hope-
fully the new residents will 
come on out. It is always 
nice to get to know your 
new neighbours, putting 
faces to names,” she said. 

The event takes place 
all day on Saturday Feb. 4, 
with breakfast being served 
from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. at 
the Linwood Community 
Centre.

Kings take two of three in weekend play
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Elmira now just two shy of catching the Cyclones as the GOJHL regular season is winding down

WHITNEY NEILSON

next night, where three 
third period goals from the 
99ers left the Kings with a 
4-2 loss. 

The first period was 
scoreless. The Kings took 
a 2-0 lead in the first half 
of the second frame with 
goals from Klayton Hoel-
scher (Zack Cameron, Ty 
Biles) and Jeremey Good-
win (Skinner). Brantford’s 
Mike Finger (Max Racicot, 
Kevin Bray) got his team on 
the board.

Hunter Dubecki (Derek 
Seguin, Joel Nagy) tied the 
game less than two min-
utes into the final frame. 
Nick Visser (Jay Dekker, 
Racicot) scored to pull 
Brantford ahead. And an 

empty net goal with one 
second to spare from Kyle 
West sent the Kings pack-
ing with a loss.

“We weren’t doing the 
little things. They have 
a team that can put the 
puck in the net. They 
compete, they skate hard. 
We were second to the 
puck a lot of the night 
and that goes a long ways 
when you have to chase in 
all three zones and that’s 
what we ended up doing,” 
Canal said.

Gunning for redemption, 
the Kings returned home 
on Sunday afternoon for 
a tightly matched game 
against the Cambridge 
Winter Hawks, who are 

chasing Elmira for second 
place. Canal says they were 
more focused on bouncing 
back from Saturday’s loss 
than worrying about the 
standings.

“I think that was more 
important to see in how 
that reaction was going to 
be for our guys, whether 
they have that short mem-
ory or whether they carry 
it on that extra day,” Canal 
said.

They ended up with a 2-0 
win, but for much of the 
game it seemed it could go 
either way.

Elmira’s Matt Murray 
sniped one past Ryan 
Wagner to put his team on 
the board late in the first. 

Goodwin and Jordan as-
sisted.

There was no scoring in 
the second, despite Sugar 
King Jacob Buch being 
awarded a penalty shot 
after Mason Sinkeldam – a 
former Sugar King – was 
called for hooking.

Both goalies were vigi-
lant for the final 20, and it 
was only when the Winter 
Hawks pulled the goalie in 
an attempt to tie the game 
that Elmira was able to add 
one more goal, an empty 
netter from Skinner.

Reinhart made 43 saves 
for the shutout win, and 
was the player who stood 
out the most to Canal for an 
excellent weekend. Canal 

notes there’s a calming ef-
fect knowing he’s in net.

“Now we’ve just got to 
try to build intensity and 
momentum off of it. When 
he’s playing that well we 
can’t be giving up more 
and more chances or more 
and more scoring oppor-
tunities because we know 
he’s back there.”

The Sugar Kings are 
back in action tonight 
(Thursday) for a 7:30 
p.m. game in Brantford. 
They’ll head to Guelph on 
Saturday for a 7:30 p.m. 
matchup with the Hur-
ricanes and they’re back 
on home ice on Sunday for 
a 2 p.m. matinee, hosting 
Cambridge again.

Looking to make up for their Saturday night loss to Brantford, the Sugar Kings defeated the Cambridge Winter Hawks 2-0 on Sunday at the WMC. From left, Jeff Jordan looks for a pass, and Matt Murray celebrates after scoring to put the 
Kings on the board. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Kings take two of three in weekend play
Elmira now just two shy of catching the Cyclones as the GOJHL regular season is winding down
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Grandpa: Emergency blood 
transfusion. Sunday 11:00am

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

This Linwood Blood Donor Clinic 
announcement is brought to you 

by these community-minded 
businesses

Give Blood ...  
 to save lives.

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.blood.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, Feb. 10th, 2017 
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm

at Linwood Community Centre 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

IT WASN’T THE GOLDEN 
finish to the regular season 
they were hoping for, but 
the Wellesley Applejacks 
are off to the playoffs 
nonetheless.

They finished in third 
place behind Ayr and Paris, 
with a 24-14-2 record, 
which is slightly better 
than last season when they 
finished the regular season 
in fourth.

“At the beginning of the 
season we always talked 
about finishing in the top 
three, to be realistic fin-
ishing first wasn’t going 
to happen, but we always 
talked about finishing 
second or third. So we are 
pleased where we are,” said 
head coach Brad Gerber.

“We’ve had some highs 
and we’ve also had some 
lows, but I think for the 
most part we’ve played 
quite consistently and I 
think we are getting better 
as a team as the season’s 
gone on.”

The Jacks spent Friday 
night in Woodstock, where 
they came away with only 
one point, instead of two, 
as a result of a 3-3 tie with 
the Navy Vets.

Wellesley was first to 
take the lead with a marker 
from Kyle Soper, assisted 
by Cal Jefferies and Sean 
McEwan. 

Woodstock jumped 
ahead in the second on 
goals from Jacob Brown 
(Chris Nauts, Kurtis 
Christo) and Chris Jen-
sen (Dan Haig, Austin 
Whetham). With only 11 
seconds remaining in the 
period, Wellesley’s Nick 
Mercier found the back 
of Woodstock’s net to tie 
the game. Alex Uttley and 
Shaun Pickering picked up 
assists.

The Navy Vets took back 
their lead in the third with 
Brown’s second goal of the 
night, assisted by Dylan 
Wettlaufer and Justin 
Elms. But the Jacks evened 
the playing field as Picker-
ing sunk his own, helped 
by Mercier and Jordan 
Hoekstra.

Overtime couldn’t settle 
it so both teams received 
one point for the tie. 
Wellesley goalie Ryan Her-
gott made 45 saves.

“In Woodstock Friday 
night I thought we actually 
played quite well. I thought 
we skated really well for a 
big ice and they’re always 
a very tough team to play, 
especially in their arena. 
Coming away with a point, 
I thought we did okay and 
I thought we could have 
even pulled it out,” said 

Jacks face Woodstock in first round of playoffs
Having fi nished the regular season in third, Wellesley opens the series Friday night on home ice

WHITNEY NEILSON

Gerber.
Back in Wellesley the 

next night for their final 
regular season game, they 
weren’t able to pull out 
a win over the Tavistock 
Braves.

Josh Borys opened the 
scoring for Tavistock in 
the first period, assisted by 
Sullivan Murphy.

Pickering, helped by 
Uttley and Hoekstra, got 
his team back in the game 
with a late goal.

The Jacks couldn’t get 

the right bounce in the sec-
ond, and the Braves were 
able to push ahead 2-1 on 
a goal from Kellen Gedies 
(Braedon Hancock). Tavis-
tock carried that momen-
tum into the third, where 
Mathew Walsh (Kieran Van 
Boekel) and Gedies (Han-
cock) increased their lead 
to 4-1.

Pickering added his sec-
ond of the night, assisted 
again by Uttley and Hoek-
stra, but it was too little, 
too late.

“We weren’t as sharp as 
we probably should have 
been for a few reasons. One 
being we were in third and 
stuck there, so it’s kind of 
hard to motivate the guys 
all the time, even though 
you expect the most out 
of them every game and 
sometimes it’s hard to get 
the guys up,” said Gerber.

Gerber says they’ve been 
telling the guys all season 

if you don’t show up to 
play you’re not going to 
win, and that was one of 
the cases. While at times 
they had the right energy, 
they weren’t playing smart 
with and without the puck 
for much of the game. 

Ryan Porter made 30 
saves for the Jacks. Ger-
ber says his and Hergott’s 
goaltending have been one 
of the team’s strong points 

this season.
“Hergott played really 

well in Woodstock and 
Porter had a good game, 
the score could have been 
even worse if Porter hadn’t 
made some big saves for 
us. Our goalies have been 
solid. We expect that from 
our goalies because they’re 
both veteran guys and go-
ing forward to the playoffs 
here we’re going to need 
those guys to be at their 
best and that’s what we 
expect, so hopefully we get 
that,” said Gerber.

The first round of play-
offs kicks off this Friday 
at home in a best of seven 
between Wellesley and 
Woodstock. Gerber says 
they’ll have to match the 
Navy Vets’ energy and 
work ethic, but the Jacks 
are up to the task.

The Jacks host the Navy 
Vets at 7:30 p.m. before 
heading down to Wood-
stock on Saturday for a 7:45 
p.m. game. They’ll repeat 
those game times and loca-
tions on Feb. 10 and Feb. 
11. The final three games, 
if necessary, are Feb. 12 at 
2 p.m. in Wellesley, Feb. 17 
at 7:45 p.m. in Woodstock 
and Feb. 18 at 7:30 p.m. in 
Wellesley.

Cal Jefferies takes a shot at Tavistock’s goalie in the Wellesley Applejacks’ 4-2 loss to the Braves on Saturday night in Wellesley. The Applejacks begin the first round of playoffs this Friday 
at home against the Woodstock Navy Vets. Game time is 7:30 p.m. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

TWIN CENTRE NOVICES 
ENTERTAIN JACKS’ CROWD

The Novice: LL Twin Centre Stars enjoyed a quick game between periods of the Wellesley 
Applejacks’ game versus Delhi on Jan. 15. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

519-669-1079
Joseph Gingrich

1296 Balsam Grove, RR#2
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

DELIVERY OR PICKUPDELIVERY OR PICKUP

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside
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Creative Floral Designs / Home Decor
20 Years Experience

2239 Floradale Rd., 
Floradale, ON

floralfusion.ca
(519) 669-9761

Just Like You
Beautiful
Unique &

Call to book your consultation
today, and make your wedding

For Reservations Calll 519.669.51715151951951 9 5
40  South St.  W.,  Elmira

LIONS HALL
• Easy Access 
• Ample Parking
• Air Conditioned
• Seats up to 450
• Excellent Lighting

Looking for the Perfect 
Place to Host a Party 
or Reception?

Looking for the Perfect 
Place to Host a Party 
or Reception?

For Facility bookings please call:
(519) 699-9369 or e-mail psnyder@wellesley.ca

or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?

For Facility bookings please call:For Facility bookings please call:

The Township of Wellesley 
has a number of facilities 
available for rent at very 
reasonable prices.

RENTAL FACILITIES:  LINWOOD | HAWKESVILLE | ST. CLEMENTS | WELLESLEY

or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?

(519) 699-9369 or e-mail psnyder@wellesley.ca(519) 699-9369 or e-mail psnyder@wellesley.ca

or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?or Reception?

Sunday March 5  | 11am - 4pm
Centre Wellington Community Sportsplex | $7 Admission

Presented 
by

Ralph Basset
Associates Inc.

Hosted by
Fergus & 

District
Kinsmen

Proceeds Proudly Support
Cystic Fibrosis

Canada

REGISTER: www.ralphbasset.com/events

21st Annual

Brides Pre-Register to have
a chance to win the
CRYSTAL BRIDE

GRAND RIVER PACKAGE*
VALUED AT OVER $1,000

519-843-4852 | 1-181 St. Andrew St. E., Fergus

Help is here to 
start planning for 

the wedding day of 
your dreams.

Find wedding 
solutions from 

local professionals 
right here.

We now perf�m civil
ma�iage ceremonies!

For more information or to schedule a marriage ceremony, 
please call 519-669-6009 

or submit an online request at www.woolwich.ca.
We require a minimum of 48 hours notice to ensure an ociant is available.

Our o�ciants will perform ceremonies 
at the Township O�ce in Elmira or at an 
o
-site location picked by the bride 
and groom.

Wonderful Weddings

LANCERS FALL TO GRCI

The EDSS boys’ hockey team hosted Grand River Collegiate Institute on Jan. 18, falling 3-0. Elmira has a 3-4 record. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

JUNIOR GIRLS DEFEAT VISITING PRESTON SQUAD

The EDSS junior girls’ volleyball fought hard on Jan. 12 to defeat Preston High School 3-1 (28-26, 16-25, 25-23, 25-20). The Lancers have nine 
wins and one loss this season and are tied for first. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Visit Martin’s:

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira, ON

519-669-1350
petvalu.com follow us on

Pet Nail
Trims

Provided by:

Sat Feb 11th | 12-3pm
CALL 519-669-1350

to book your appointment!

$5 Pet Nail

Provided by:

Proceeds to support SaveMeRescue

$
Proceeds to support 

SaveMeRescue

Buy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy yourBuy your

Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine 
a cookie & �ower
Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine Valentine 

12-3pm

until February 18, 2017until ebruary 18ebruary 18

50 lb bag

the B.O.S.S. of seeds
Black.Oil.Sunflower.Seeds

preferred

by almost

every bird

• more nutrients
• higher ratio of nutmeat to shell
• among highest quality of protein
• high oil content + fat content = instant energy

GUELPH
519.837.0510
7707 Mill Rd.

FERGUS
519.843.2451
285 Beatty Line

ELMIRA
519.669.5502

10 Maple St.

MOFFAT
905.854.2242
2150 15 Side Rd.

FREELTON
905.659.3341

234 Freelton Rd.

SHELBURNE
519.925.3119
130 Adeline St.

ALL IN SUPPORT OF a good 
cause, the Elmira Sugar 
Kings players auctioned 
the jerseys off their backs 
on Jan. 22 after their win 
against the Guelph Hur-
ricanes at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre.

While the total is still 
being tallied, thousands 
of dollars was raised at 
the auction and is being 
donated to the Woolwich 
Counselling Centre (WCC) 

Kings’ sweater auction raises thousands of dollars 
for Woolwich Counselling Centre

LIZ BEVAN in Elmira, which has been 
providing professional 
counselling services to area 
residents since 1977.

The team wore the 
specialized jerseys 
on the auction 
block during their 
matinee game 
that day.

A few jerseys 
raised over $500 
at the auction, 
with goalie 

Jonathan Reinhart’s jer-
sey bringing in more than 
$800.

Beth Mason, WCC’s 
program director, said 

the organization 
couldn’t be more 
thankful for the 
substantial do-
nations from the 
auction. 

“We are very 
grateful to the 

Sugar Kings and 

recognize that events like 
this help further reduce the 
stigma of mental health in 
our community,” she said, 
adding that the need for 
counselling services in the 
township is only increas-
ing. “The service need 
has definitely increased 
over the past few years... 
These funds will support 
our individual and family 
counselling programs, as 

well as other community 
groups for both adults and 
children.”

The money will also be 
buying child therapy sup-
plies and resources, and 
to help the centre update 
what they already have on 
hand. 

Jeff Snyder, the Kings’ di-
rector of hockey operations, 
said choosing the WCC as 
the beneficiary of the auc-

tion just made sense. 
“We want to give back 

to the community and we 
thought this was a really 
good cause. We do this 
every year and we just try 
to spread it around to the 
places that need it,” he 
said.

Last year’s jersey auc-
tion, for instance, benefit-
ted the Woolwich Commu-
nity Services food bank.

Ethan Skinner holds up his sweater from the Jan. 22 win against the Guelph Hurricanes. After the game, jerseys were auctioned off to the 
highest bidder, benefitting the Woolwich Counselling Centre. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Anthony Azzano autographs his game-worn sweater for a fan while a large crowd looked on as jerseys were auctioned off one by one.
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

AGRICULTURE / BUCKING A TREND

Ontario lagging 
the market for 
organic produce, 
say advocates

KAREN SHLEMKEVICH’S 
BELOVED PITTSBURGH 
Steelers aren’t in this Sun-
day’s Super Bowl, having 
been thoroughly trounced 
in divisional finals by pe-
rennial favourites, the New 
England Patriots.

But for Shlemkevich, a 
hardcore football fan and 
graduate student in the Uni-
versity of Guelph’s School 
of Landscape Architecture, 
that may be a blessing in 
disguise.  

It turns out she’ll be busy 
that night – planting flowers 
in a long-term care facility 
in Northern Ontario.

That’s an unusual way for 
a football fanatic like Shlem-
kevich to spend Super Bowl 
Sunday. But she hopes it’s 
the start of something game 
changing, for long-term care 
residents everywhere. 

Shlemkevich and her 
academic supervisor, Prof. 
Nathan Perkins, are trying 
to understand if the pres-
ence of nature –plants, 
flowers and other greenery 
– can positively influence 
the eating habits and dining 
experience of residents in 
long-term care facilities.

Their research locale is St. 
Gabriel’s Villa, a 140-resi-
dent facility in Chelmsford. 
Some of the residents expe-
rience the same problems 

Greenery 
spruces up 
long-term 
care 
facilities

ROBERTS | 17

Strong sales, public interest mean there’s a need for more acreage, which makes up just 2% of land

ORGANIC | 17

WHITNEY NEILSON

THE ORGANIC COUNCIL 
OF Ontario wants to know 
your thoughts on organic 
farming in the province, 
and what should be done 
to improve its space in the 
marketplace.

The council has pub-
lished a survey, led by lead 
consultant, Carolyn Young, 
to determine interest and 
participation in organic 
production, as well as to 
outline the barriers that 
prevent farmers from mak-
ing the switch from con-
ventional to organic.

They’ve received more 
than 500 responses so far 
for the five surveys which 
are for nonorganic produc-
ers, nonorganic operators, 
organic producers, organic 
operators and retailers. The 
majority of their responses 
came from the nonorganic 
side of things, but they 
plan to do more target 
research because they’re 

missing the organic dairy 
perspective and would like 
to get more handlers and 
processors responding.

“The idea is to take all 
the information and to 
create a strategic plan for 
the sector for the next five 
years to outline what are 
the main barriers for the 
different groups, how can 
we address those barriers 
and how much will it cost 
us. The idea is to have this 
report to bring to govern-
ment, to bring to the sector 
and to provide input on 
what we should be rais-
ing money for and how 
we might raise it,” Young 
explained.

She says the Ontario gov-
ernment has fallen behind 
when it comes to promot-
ing organic agriculture. 
Sales for organic products 
in Ontario exceed $1.4 bil-
lion per year despite only 
two per cent of agriculture 
in Ontario being organic. 
Just crossing a couple bor-

ders, Quebec’s agriculture 
makes up 3.5 per cent and 
the U.S. has four per cent 
of its acreage classified as 
organic.

“That means that we are 
competing against neigh-
bours. The less that we take 
up the market share for 
domestic supply in organic 
the more we are going to 
be competing with our 
neighbouring jurisdictions. 
So it’s important for us in 
Ontario whether you’re cer-
tified organic or not, you 
are going to be affected by 
those increasing competi-
tion from imports,” Young 
said.

The council is pushing 
for an Ontario organic reg-
ulation now to help grow 
the industry. She notes the 
lack of provincial support 
is one of the barriers keep-
ing farmers from making 
the switch from conven-
tional to organic. Also, the 
demand is growing so fast 
that it’s hard for the sector 

to keep up.
“Organic has been 

around for a long time but 
certification of organic is 
pretty new. It’s an emerg-
ing sector. There’s a lot of 
risk on the producers and 
the processors that they 
have to bear the costs and 
the risks of transitioning. 
It’s a three-year transition 
process in which you have 
to change practices and 
have increased costs but 
you don’t get the organic 
premium. Considering that 
lag time, if you will, it’s 
difficult for us to keep up 
with the demand,” Young 
explained.

Certain sectors have a 
closer alignment between 
organic and conventional, 
like maple syrup and 
mushrooms, for example, 
which may be easier for 
producers to make the 
change.

If farmers are willing 
to undergo the three-year 
transition, they may find 

there are many benefits 
to growing and selling or-
ganic goods.

“A lot of the organic prac-
tices that are within organ-
ic principles are about soil 
health and soil health will 
protect producers in the 
long run from unpredict-
able weather events, floods 
and droughts. I think 
there’s a big part of it there 
that’s a really important 
incentive,” Young said.

There can be economic 
incentives as well, but they 
are difficult to visualize 
while bearing the costs of 
transitioning your prac-
tices to fulfill the organic 
requirements.

And many organic grow-
ers also end up choosing 
more diversified crop rota-
tions as a way to manage 
the market resilience as 
well because if you lose one 
crop due to the lack of pes-
ticides used, you still have 

Peter Hendershot
Broker

Experience Matters

KW Vision Realty, Brokerage 519-500-4696

GetPeter.ca
Real Estate Broker

In this market

If you or anybody you know are thinking of Buying, Selling 
or Investing in Real Estate I’d love to talk with you.
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as those in other such facili-
ties; that is, depression and 
poor nutrition.

Depression happens as 
a result of changes in body 
chemistry, isolation, medi-
cation and loss of friends 
and family, among other 
things.

When it occurs, appetite 
inevitably fall offs. And 
when residents don’t eat, 
they end up malnourished, 
despite the best efforts of 
staff.

The atmosphere in dining 
halls compounds the prob-

lem. Residents see them 
as busier, noisier and less 
welcoming than their own 
homes. Such factors may 
result in residents eating 
faster and poorly, just to get 
back to their rooms. Or they 
may shun the dining hall 
altogether, and miss impor-
tant social interactions that 
come with dining together. 

Shlemkevich has seen 
these situations up close.  
Before entering graduate 
school, she worked for 10 
years as a long-term care 
staffer. There, she devel-
oped and ran activities 

for residents to encourage 
social interaction, physical 
activity and cognitive stim-
ulation, including a horti-
culture therapy program, 
getting residents involved 
in planting and maintaining 
greenery. 

For this research, Perkins 
is the ideal teammate. He’s 
worked on outdoor land-
scape design projects with 
several long-term care facili-
ties, to promote a more wel-
coming and positive experi-
ence for residents. As well, 
he’s helped create calming 
indoor environments in psy-

chiatric hospitals on three 
continents, and in places 
such as casinos, to counter 
overstimulation.

Now, their project is going 
from planning and approv-
als, to practice. For the past 
six months, Shlemkevich 
has been raising nearly 100 
plants – ivy, coleus and 
spiderwort – in a makeshift 
greenhouse and spare bed-
room in her house outside 
of Chelmsford. 

On Sunday evening, af-
ter dinner when residents 
return to their rooms, she’ll 
haul the plants into one of 

St. Gabriel’s dining halls, 
and incorporate them into 
what’s called a green wall. 

This particular wall 
model is a free-standing, 
two-part structure on cast-
ers, about eight feet wide 
and five-and-a-half feet tall. 
It has pockets to hold the 
plants, where they can be 
watered and tended to. The 
wall will be a central and 
obvious feature in the din-
ing hall.

For the next six weeks, 
Shlemkevich will work with 
St. Gabriel’s staff to moni-
tor the food intake of 34 

residents who normally eat 
in the particular hall. She’ll 
collect two meals’ worth of 
data for two weeks. Then 
she’ll compare consumption 
over that period to the two 
weeks before the green wall 
was introduced, and for two 
weeks after it’s removed.

She and Perkins are op-
timistic about the greenery 
project’s success, and about 
how this project has impli-
cations for long-term care 
facilities everywhere. 

“Nursing home residents 
typically don’t eat enough.  
We hope this helps.”

ROBERTS: Greenery has an impact well beyond the environmental and aesthetic benefits
FROM | 16

When “That 
will never 
happen 
to me” 
happens.

1201022CN State Farm Canadian Head Office, Aurora, Ontario

I'm ready to help.

There’s never a good time for 
an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count 
on State Farm® to be there 
quickly so you can get your life 
back to normal. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Jeff Watkin, Agent
151 Frobisher Dr, Ste A204
Waterloo, ON  N2V 2C9
Bus: 519-886-4470
jeff.watkin.icjk@statefarm.com

Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

other crops you can rely on.
“Most Ontarians are re-

ally interested in investing 
back in the environment 
that surrounds them. They 

ORGANIC: Benefits to consumers and producers, say supporters
FROM | 16 want to see a healthy prov-

ince, a healthy environ-
ment, a healthy economy 
to contribute back to their 
community. I would say 
there are health benefits 
to the workers as well as 

potentially to the eaters. 
There are benefits to the 
environment. And when 
we’re looking at the survey, 
we’re interested in building 
the local organic supply 
and a lot of people who are 

interested in local should 
be interested in local or-
ganic.”

Producers, processors, 
handlers and retailers can 
complete the survey at 
www.organiccouncil.ca.

WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP’S 
WEBSITE IS almost done 
receiving a long overdue 
facelift, and residents will 
get to finally see it when it 
goes live on Feb. 8.

Karen Mayfield, presi-
dent of eSolutions Group, 
visited council on Tuesday 
to show them what the 
website will look like and 
explain some of the new 
features. It will be tweaked 
a bit more over the next 
week before it’s unveiled.

“When you come to the 
new website you’re going to 
be presented with what we 

Wellesley to launch redesigned website on Feb. 8
WHITNEY NEILSON call a major call to action. 

This will be where the staff 
will tell the community 
what’s going on. So right 
now what we’ve done is 
we’ll tell about new servic-
es. Anybody that’s a ven-
dor, that does work with 
the community, they’ll 
be able to sign up for bids 
and tenders, they’ll be able 
to ask their questions re-
garding tenders and it will 
make the staff be able to 
get back to people quicker,” 
Mayfield explained.

Creating the website was 
a seven-month process in-
volving about 1,000 hours 
of work. Residents will 

be able to pay for animal 
licenses online, and the 
service will be expanded 
for things like burn permits 
and tax certificates in the 
future.

“We also have where 
people can subscribe to 
keep informed. What that 
means is basically public 
notices, it could be job 
opportunities, it could be 
emergencies. So if we had 
an emergency on the road 
with the storm, if you were 
signed up you would get 
that on your phone, which 
is really important. Also, 
you can sign up for any 
community events, council 

events and if something is 
closed you would automat-
ically get a notification,” 
Mayfield said.

The staff can now build 
their own forms for the 
website without the help of 
planners.

Councillor Peter van der 
Maas asked if there will be 
the possibility for commu-
nity members to post on 
the website. Mayfield says 
they have talked about that 
as an option  in the second 
phase of the website where 
staff would be able to post 
surveys and host discus-
sions with the community 
to get their input.

Karen Mayfield unveiled Wellesley Township’s new website to council on Tuesday night. It goes live on Feb. 8.   [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

Scotland’s Tony McManus, now settled in Elora, has 
proven a fan favourite at Kitchener’s Registry Theatre

LIZ BEVAN

WORLD-RENOWNED GUI-
TARIST TONY MCMANUS 
is making his return to 
The Registry Theatre this 
weekend, bringing with 
him his own brand of Celt-
ic tunes. 

It is his third solo show 
at The Registry after mov-
ing from his native Scot-
land to Elora, and he says 
he can’t wait to take the 
stage again with his album 
Virtuosity from the Soul. 
He has released many oth-
er albums, including The 
Maker’s Mark, Ceol More, 
Singing Sands with Alain 
Genty and many more.

“The venue is a lovely 
size and the sound is just 
great,” he said, adding 
that concert-goers are in 
for a rare treat this time 
around. “One of the great 
things is that I can drive 
to it. I spend most of my 
time commuting between 
Elora and Pearson Airport, 
so there is a limit on what 
kinds of instruments and 
how many I can bring with 
me. But, a concert like this, 
I can bring out some of the 
guitars that I don’t get to 
tour with. It should be an 
interesting show.”

McManus is self-taught, 
and tries to bring influenc-
es from all over the world 
into his music. Though 
the show is being billed 
as a trip through classical 
Celtic songs, McManus 
says audiences will hear a 

little bit of everything.
“My travels have taken 

me all over the world and 
that has kind of broad-
ened my music horizons 
beyond the Celtic music 
that I normally play, so 
the audience should come 
away with a sense of that 
journey, and that inquir-
ing approach to music. 
They will hear some jazz 
influences, they will hear 
some classical music in my 
unique non-classical way,” 
he said with a laugh. “All 
my life, my ears have been 
wide open, just listening to 
music from all these places 
that I go to, and I end up 
assimilating all of those 
influences, even if the bulk 
of it is traditional music as 
well.”

He has dabbled in clas-
sical music as well, releas-
ing an album of baroque 
music, rearranging an aria 
from the Goldberg Varia-
tions by Johann Sebastian 
Bach – music that is tradi-
tionally played on a harp-
sichord. He managed to 
achieve the right sound by 
using a steel-string guitar. 

McManus grew up with 
Celtic music all around 
him in Paisley, Scotland, 
and although a guitar isn’t 
considered to be a tradi-
tionally Celtic instrument, 
he makes it his own. 

“It is usually played 
on bagpipes or fiddles or 
instruments like that,” he 
said. “But, when I was a 
kid, every time I turned 

on the television there 
was someone playing gui-
tar. I thought, ‘this is the 
most fabulous thing in the 
world.’ I was obsessed with 
the instrument indepen-
dent of what I wanted to 
play on it.”

His family always had 
a great reverence for tra-
ditional Celtic tunes, and 
McManus will be setting 
out on a U.K. tour next 
month to share his talents 
in the places he grew up, 
but first, he wants to share 
his love of guitar with Wa-
terloo Region music lovers. 

Lawrence McNaught, 
director of programming 
at The Registry Theatre, 
says any chance they have 
of getting McManus on 
stage, they take it. He says 
audiences at McManus’ 
previous shows have been 
very enthusiastic.

“I was just so amazed at 
what I heard. It is remark-
able. You think he may be 
double-tracking his music, 
but he isn’t. It is one guy. 
He is so dexterous when he 
plays, and it is such a rich, 
rich sound,” he said. “So 
it turns out, there is a bit 
of an audience in this area 
that are fans of folks music 
and Celtic music and he 
got a wonderful turnout. I 
was so happy.”

McManus takes the 
stage on Feb. 3 at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $27 and can be 
purchased by calling 519-
578-1570, or online at www.
registrytheatre.com.

Guitar player Tony McManus is taking the stage at The Registry Theatre this weekend to play some classic Celtic tunes with an international 
influence. [SUBMITTED]

519-206-0336 | Conestogo

• Residential and Commercial
• Sales, Service & Installation

FINANCING AVAILABLE – CALL FOR DETAILS!

www.koebelhcm.com

Book
Today!
Book
Today!

With Laureen Harder-Gissing  
of Mennonite Archives of Ontario 

7-8:30 pm, Thurs., Feb. 9th 
Conrad Grebel College, Rm 2202 
140 Westmount Rd. N, Waterloo 

Mennonite	Family	History	Night	

Explore your family tree... 

RSVP or INFO  
519-885-2522  

Suggested donaon $20 
Refreshments provided 

www.tourmaginaon.com/familyhistorynight/  

BreakThrough – 
Break FREE!

Emotional Health
Weekend
February 10th 7:30 - 9:30 pm

“Starting Your Journey to Recovery”

Woodside Bible FellowshipRegister at www.woodsidechurch.ca
519-669-1296 ext.0 200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmiraor call the church of�ce

Sign up to reserve your place for one or all of the sessions.

February 11th 9 am - 12:00 pm
“Moods”

“Shame, Our Hidden Torment”

Guest Speaker:
Dr. Grant Mullen

Guitar-centered performer makes 
Celtic music his own
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CEDAR VALLEY DESIGN is 
looking for full-time help 
as a machine operator/
machine setup and tool 
sharpening in a millwork 
shop. If interested please 
call 519-669-0122

PART-TIME OFFICE 
ASSISTANT required for 
fast-paced office. Strong 
keyboarding skills required 
and attention to details. 
Please forward resume to 
info@freyshatchery.com

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

AUCTIONS

WED. FEB 8 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; antiques; collect-
ables; household effects; 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at the St. Jacob’s 
Community Centre in St. 
Jacob’s for a Waterloo area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 
11, 10:00 A.M. Double 
ring multiple estate and 
consignment auction of 
farm machinery, furniture, 
antiques, shop tools and 
farm support items. Sale to 
be held at #7213 Line 86 Wal-
lenstein, approx. 6 kms west 
of Elmira. Gerald Bowman 
Auctions & Appraisals Ltd. 
519-638-5708.

AUCTIONS

FRI. FEB 17 at 11:30 AM -Annual 
heifer auction of approx 100 
heifers; wood carvings and 
much more for the Mennonite 
Central Committee to be held 
at Carson’s Sales Arena 5531 
Perth Line 86, Listowel. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HOME  
HARDWARE

MATERIAL  
HANDLERS

JOB FAIRS

Each year Home Hardware Stores Limited employs 
over 150 Terms and Students to work in the St. Jacobs 
Distribution Centre during the summer to cover holiday 
shifts and help during our busiest time of the year. Material 
Handlers pick and pack product for our Dealers.  Must 
be able to perform strenuous physical activities, including: 
walking, standing, bending, lifting and must be willing to be 
trained on powered lift equipment.
Term Material Handlers 
– We are hiring for the Afternoon Shift (3pm-11pm) and 
Night Shift (11pm-7am) from March to October.  Rate of 
pay is $15.68 / hour plus 7.5% shift premium for Afternoons 
or Nights.
Student Material Handlers 
– We are hiring for the Day Shift (7am-3pm) and  
Afternoon Shift (3pm-11pm) from May to August.   
Rate of pay is $11.50 / hour, plus 7.5% shift premium for 
Afternoons.  Rate increases for second and subsequent 
summers. Applicants must be 16 years old to be eligible. 
Students need to be available to work Saturdays and 
public holidays as required.

AT HOME HARDWARE’S DISTRIBUTION CENTRE
34 HENRY STREET, ST. JACOBS

(ENTER THROUGH RECEPTION)

BRING YOUR RESUME  
AND REFERENCES!

WALK-IN FOR AN INTERVIEW!
Unable to attend?

Please send your resume or inquiries to  
hr@homehardware.ca

We look forward to meeting you!

WE WILL ACCOMMODATE THE NEEDS OF QUALIFIED APPLICANTS UNDER THE HUMAN RIGHTS CODE  
IN ALL PARTS OF THE HIRING PROCESS.

TERM  
FEB. 4, 2017

9:00am to 1:00pm

STUDENT  
FEB. 8, 2017

3:00pm to 7:00pm

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

ELMIRA OBSV_2017 4col-5.063x4.617.indd   1 2017-01-12   11:44 AM

34 Drayton Industrial Dr., Drayton, ON N0G 1P0

Leading Wood Products Distribution Company Hiring
 Team-Oriented Individual for

AZ DRIVER
Job Description:

• Drive tractor and 53’ curtain-side trailer with forklift 
to deliver quality wood products to woodworking 
businesses in southern Ontario

• Multiple drops per day; home every evening

Qualifications:
• Be able to represent a reputable company in a 

professional manner 
• Be able to work Monday to Friday
• AZ driving experience required
• Forklift driving experience would be an asset
“Our mission is to glorify God while providing quality 
wood products and services to the Ontario market.”
Interested individuals may contact Don:

   Email:  dond@craftsmenhardwoods.com 
   Phone: 519-638-3380
   Fax:  519-638-3105
   Drop in: 34 Drayton Industrial Dr. Drayton, ON

Looking for a CNC machinist. Experience 
preferred but willing to train eager 
hard-working person.

Reply with resume to:
ryan@rytechmachine.ca OR
Call Ryan: 519-669-2198

MACHINE & 
REPAIR INC. 

of Furniture, Antiques, Shop Tools 
and Farm Support Items

Sale to be held at 7213 Line 86 Wallenstein, 
approx. 6kms west of Elmira

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11 @ 10AM
Shop Equipment and Tools: Steel cutoff saws, Hilti Ham-
mer drill, Lincoln stick welder, �oor model battery char-
gers, large heavy bench vice, battery impact gun, large 
shop vac, �oor model tool box w top box, 3000 psi good 
electric pressure washer, portable air compressor, �oor 
jacks, gas powered ride on yard salter, New 3 phase hot 
water pressure washer, Handyman jacks, heavy exten-
sion cords, 12” - 14” Carbide saw blades, 2 door steel 
storage cabinets, shovels, forks and much more. 
Appliances:Woods chest freezer, Maytag frontload washer.
Misc: Elmira air tight wood stove w glass door, set of 
265/70R17 truck tires, New truck towing hitches, step 
bars, bug de�ectors and more. Accordian w case, 4 
wheel Pride battery operated seniors scooters (nice), die 
cast toys, new skates, Millenium coin sets. 
Furniture:  5 pc oak bedroom set Queen size (nice), 4 pc 
lite coloured double size book case Waterfall  bedroom 
set (nice), compact oak hall bench, 3 pc oak coffee ta-
ble set, large 2 door oak curio cabinet, 4 door maple 
china cabinet, 2 section wall unit, full sized solid oak 
Rolltop desk (nice), double bed complete, sets of wood-
en chairs, compact dining table w 4 chairs, green love 
seat, �oral sofa and chair, rose coloured reclining sofa w 
matching love seat, blue sofa bed, white �oral loveseat 
w chair, green electric lift chair, drop leaf tables, 2 door 
wardrobe, 2 drawer �le cabinets, Bonnet chest (nice), 3 
pc closed in wall unit, book shelves, cedar chest, drop 
front desk w top hutch, wooden rocker, sewing cabinets, 
of�ce chairs and much more.
New Hardware: Light �xtures, door bells, light bulbs, 
door knobs, pails of paint and stain, cases of white 
receptacles, boxes of pipe straps, PVC and steel outlet 
boxes, PVC glue, jugs of  household cleaners, bags of 
bird feed, toilet seats, electric heaters, spray foam cans, 
3 farm wagons full - you name it, we have it. 
Notes: We will be selling with 2 auction rings most of the 
day. Well over 1000 lots. A good clean auction. You name 
it, we’ve got it. Lunch booth on site. Delivery available if 
needed. Preview is Friday from 1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. and 
doors open Saturday at 8:45 a.m. 
Terms: Cash or cheque w/ proper I.D. 

DOUBLE RING  
MULTIPLE ESTATE 
& CONSIGNMENT

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Of�ce: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website:  
www.bowmanauctions.ca 

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION SALE
To be held at the St. Jacob’s Community 
Centre in St. Jacob’s for Art Hackbart of 

Kitchener and a Waterloo estate with 
additions on:

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 8 AT 10:00 AM
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS AND antiques:  
4 pc bedroom suite (double bed with 
bookcase headboard, 2 night tables, 
dresser); kitchen table and chairs; Kenmore 
fridge with top freezer; Kenmore vacuum 
cleaner; area rugs; card table and 4 chairs; 
hall table; coffee and end tables; table and 
4 chairs; dining room suite (table, 6 chairs, 
china cabinet); tea wagon; press back 
chairs; press back rocker; metal tin toys; 
cedar chest; childs wagon; 1950’s TV; 1847 
Roger Bros silverware and chest; antique 
dining room suite (table, chairs, buffet) 
double wedding ring quilt and other quilts; 
fur stole and hat; Victorian chair; marble 
roller with marbles; train set; whirly gigs; 
souvenir spoons; large quantity of costume 
and vintage jewelry;  crocks; jugs; oil lamps; 
cabbage cutter; half moon table; hall table; 
magazine stands; childrens furniture; older 
tools; primitives; smoke stand; artwork; 
corningware; quantity of older glass and 
china including cranberry; cornflower; 
depression; crystal; cups and saucers; 
dinner sets; pinwheel crystal; Toshiba TV; 
curio cabinet; double bed with matching 
dresser; exercise bike; 3 pc bedroom suite 
(double bed, dresser, desk); oak pedestal 
table and 4 chairs; bar stools; fusball table; 
Woods freezer; oak bookshelf; air cleaner; 
recliner; mirrors; china cabinet; kitchen 
cabinet; living room chairs; bookcases; 
quantity of good glass and china; quality 
cookware; bedding; linens; towels; small 
kitchen appliances; and many other items 
too numerous to list. 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: mitre saw; 
metal cabinet; fertilizer spreader; wheel 
barrow; gas lawnmower; woodworking; 
hand tools; clamps; bits; quantity of 
hardware; saw horses; lawn and garden 
tools. 
NOTE: A well kept clean auction full of 
quality furniture and household goods. 
10% buyers premium, cash, cheque, Visa, 
Mastercard and debit.

AUCTIONS
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AUCTIONS

MON. FEB 20 at 4:00 PM - 
Farm Toy Auction of approx 
300 farm toys; tractor trailers; 
precision; banks; etc to be 
held at the St. Jacob’s Com-
munity Centre in St. Jacob’s 
for area collectors. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. FEB 22 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; collectables; 
household effects; antiques 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at the St. Jacob’s 
Community Centre in St. 
Jacob’s for an area estate 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 
10:00 A.M. Double ring 
Estate and Consignment 
Auction of shop tools, 
furniture, antiques and 
collectibles etc. Sale to be 
held at #7213 Line 86 Wal-
lenstein, approx. 6 kms west 
of Elmira. Gerald Bowman 
Auctions & Appraisals Ltd. 
519-638-5708.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION

Sat Feb 4th 10:00 am

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

to be held at

PARTIAL LIST ONLY!!!      No Buyer’s Premium!!!

Construction, Machine, Shop & Woodworking Equipment

JLG Scissor Lift * 30+ Slab-Grab Guard Rails
Colchester Metal Lathe * Excello #602 Mill * 2- RI A Saws

Band Cutoff Saw * Torches * Recip & Scroll Saws
Air Compressors * Framing Nailer * Floor Nailers

Mitre Saws * Laser Level * Hammer Drills * Tile Stripper
6” Jointer * Floor Scruguns * Tablesaw * Power Saws

Generators * Welders * Pressure Washer * Hand Planer
Step Ladders * 4+ Shop Vacs * 1O+ Temp Power Panels

Propane Heaters * 6+ Baker Scaffold * Wrench Sets
Scaffolding * Al Planks * Job Boxes * Sub Pump/Hoses

Wobble Lights * Chain Hoists & Trolleys * Bull Float
Drywall Carts * Harnesses * 5th Wheel Hitches
Bosch Breaker * 1½” Hyd Hose * Snowblower
Splitting Mauls, Axes & Sledges * 8+ Ext Doors

B/R Table & Exec Office Chairs * 40+ Interior Doors

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

VIEWING: Friday Feb 3rd, 2017, 1 pm to 5 pm
TERMS: $500 Deposit Major Units, or as announced.

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

DIVISION OF 6583347 ONTARIO INC.,

• A wide range of jobs?
• Welding?
• Millwrighting?
• Assembly?
• Blueprint reading?
• Inside work?
• Outside work?
• Responsiblity?
• 3-5 Years of experience?

• Arc Welding
• Blueprint reading

• Agricultural background
• Leadership ability

Assets:

Then you should be working for us!

• Above Average Wages
• Company Benefits

• Company uniforms
• Pension Plan

We Offer:

Road Crew

Lead Hand
Millwright

M&G MILLWRIGHTS LIM IT ED  M&G MIL

   

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their interest but only those considered will be contacted.

WANTED

Apply in person between 8:30 - 4:30 or fax or email resume to:

HELP WANTED
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FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD 
SERVING you for over 10 
years. Your #1 source of 
quality slabwood and body-
wood. Delivery available. 
519-656-2057.

WANTED

I AM A Psychic sensitive 
looking to put together a 
paranormal research group. 
All skill sets needed. Call 
Mary at 519-669-9242.

ROLEX, OMEGA, POCKET 
Watches, antique clocks, 
gold rings, jewellery, coins, 
toys, militaria, records, 
musical instruments, toys, 
any gold or silver items. 
Call Terry @ 519-242-6900, 
or 519-210-0551 or email: 
gallamore@golden.net. We 
pay cash!!!

RENTALS

LINWOOD - 110 sq. ft, one 
room office space with 
washroom. Additional space 
available if needed. $300/
mth + utilities. Call Don 519-
698-1018.

FIND IT
IN THE OBSERVER

FOR 
OPTIMUM 

ADVERTISING 
RESULTS…

THE OBSERVER.

PLACE AN AD IN 
OUR CLASSIFIED 
SECTION TODAY!

519.669.5790
www.observerxtra.com
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998Since 1998

For digging through frozen ground! 
• Trenching
• Excavating
• Back fill compaction plate
• Laneway sanding available

INTRODUCING OUR PIC BUCKET

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE BREAKING
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!

S
PA

C
E

F
O

R
 R

E
N

T

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

NOTICE OF COMPLETE APPLICATION AND PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE OF A NON-STATUTORY PUBLIC MEETING

Take Notice that in accordance with the Planning Act, R.S.O., 1990, as amended, the Township 
of Woolwich has received a complete application for a Zone Change application for lands owned 
by Marbro Capital Limited and located in Elmira, which is more specifically described below. This 
notice summarizes the details of the application and includes a location map. Please be advised 
that Notice of a Complete Application does not indicate whether the municipality is in support of, 
or in opposition to the proposal. That determination will be made at a later date.

The Township of Woolwich will hold a Public Meeting, under Section 34 of the Planning Act, to 
consider the following Zone Change application. No decisions will be made at this meeting; its 
purpose is to provide additional information to the public and agencies and to receive comments 
and information from them.

The Township has received a Zone Change application from IBI Group on behalf of their client 
NextEra Energy for a portion of the lands owned by Marbro Capital Limited, described as Plan 1301 
Part Lot 18, 58R14363 Part 9. The property is designated Industrial Area, North-East Policy Area 
in the Township’s Official Plan and is zoned General Industrial – Dry (M-1). The 8.1 ha property is 
located at 50 Martin’s Lane in Elmira and is currently development with a bio-en facility (approx. 
1.9 ha) and the remainder is farmed.

The applicant is proposing to amend the M-1 zoning with a site specific provision in order to 
permit the development of an electrical energy battery storage facility as a primary use on an ap-
proximate 1.73 ha portion of the property. The proposed development will include six structures (in 
the form of sea containers) which will store the electrical energy in solid dry batteries. Additional 
structures will include a transformer, control building and an emergency generator.

Please Note: 

APPEALS:

If a person or public body that files a notice of appeal of a decision of the Council of the Township 
of Woolwich in respect of the proposed zoning by-law does not make oral submissions at a public 
meeting or make written submissions to the Council of the Township of Woolwich before the by-law 
is passed:

a) the person or public body is not entitled to appeal the decision of the Township of Woolwich to 
the Ontario Municipal Board; and

b) the person or public body may not be added as a party to the hearing of an appeal before the 
Ontario Municipal Board unless, in the opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to do 
so.

NOTIFICATION: If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments about 
the proposed change in writing to the Township of Woolwich. Any comments received on or before 
February 21, 2017 (Note that this date is before the public meeting) will be included in a report 
prepared by Engineering and Planning Services and presented at the Public Meeting. Any com-
ments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision on the applica-
tions, will also be considered.

The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the authority 
of the Planning Act and may form part of the public record which may be released to the public. 
Questions about this collection should be directed to the Records and Freedom of Information 
Officer at 519-669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.

MORE INFORMATION: The public may view planning documents and background material relating 
to this application at the Township of Woolwich, Engineering and Planning Services Department 
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, or on the Township website at www.
woolwich.ca under Township Services / News Room / Ongoing Planning Items.

Questions or written submissions may be directed to: 
Township of Woolwich 

Engineering and Planning Services Department 
Box 158, 24 Church Street West 

Elmira, Ontario 
N3B 2Z6

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 2nd day of February, 2017.

This meeting is NOT a statutory public meeting as required 
by the Planning Act, 1990, however the Township has de-
termined that a non-statutory public meeting is advisable 
given the circumstances of this application. At this meeting, 
members of Township Council will listen to any comments or 
presentations in favour of and/or in opposition to the appli-
cation. No decision will be made at this meeting. Its purpose 
is only to receive comments and information from people or 
agencies who are interested in the Zone Change.

The Township is considering removing the Holding Provision (H) applied to the zoning on a 17.5 
hectare portion of the lands located at 125 Peel Street, owned by 2167534 Ontario Inc. and de-
scribed as Part of Lot 3, Crooks Tract, West of the Grand River.

The subject lands comprise approximately 36 hectares in area and are zoned Agricultural (A) on 
the 18.5 hectare western portion of the property and Extractive with a Holding Provision (E (H)) on 
the 17.5 hectare eastern portion of the property (see Map 2). The Holding Provision (H) restricts 
extraction to above the water table until such time as:

a) the appropriate studies have been completed to the satisfaction of the Regional Municipality 
of Waterloo and the Township of Woolwich, in accordance with the Regional Official Plan and 
Township of Woolwich Official Plan policies regarding mineral aggregate resource extraction 
below the water table in force and effect at the time of an application for the lifting of the 
Holding Provision (H) symbol; or

b) A decision by Council to lift the Holding Provision (H) symbol from the Zoning Schedules; and

c) A By-law has been passed removing the Holding Provision (H) symbol from the Zoning Sched-
ules pursuant to Section 36 of the Planning Act, RSO, 1990.

IBI Group on behalf of their client, Preston Sand & Gravel Company Limited, has requested the 
Township to remove the Holding Provision for these lands. The effect of removing the Holding Pro-
visions will be to allow Preston Sand & Gravel Company Limited to proceed with extraction below 
the water table. The applicant has submitted an amended site plan application to the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and has provided the Township of Woolwich with the supporting documents 
which can be viewed on the Township webpage.

Please Note: 

NOTIFICATION: If you cannot attend the meeting, you can express your concerns/comments about 
the proposed change in writing to the Township of Woolwich. Any comments received on or be-
fore February 21, 2017 (Note that this date is before the public meeting) will be included in an 
information report prepared by Engineering and Planning Services and presented at the Public 
Meeting. Any comments received after the Public Meeting, but prior to Council making a decision 
on the applications, will also be considered.

The personal information accompanying your submission is being collected under the authority 
of the Planning Act and may form part of the public record which may be released to the public. 
Questions about this collection should be directed to the Records and Freedom of Information 
Officer at 519-669-1647 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6005.

MORE INFORMATION: The public may view planning documents and background material relating 
to this application at the Township of Woolwich, Engineering and Planning Services Department 
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, or on the Township website at www.
woolwich.ca under Township Services / News Room / Ongoing Planning Items.

Questions or written submissions may be directed to: 
Township of Woolwich 

Engineering and Planning Services Department 
Box 158, 24 Church Street West 

Elmira, Ontario 
N3B 2Z6

Dated at the Township of Woolwich this 2nd day of February, 2017.

Tuesday February 28, 2017 
7:00 p.m. 

Township Council Chambers 
24 Church Street West, Elmira

Regarding the following application:
Zone Change Application 1/2017

Marbro Capital Limited

Tuesday February 28, 2017 
7:00 p.m. 

Township Council Chambers 
24 Church Street West, Elmira 

Regarding the following application:
Zone Change Process to Remove a Holding Provision

125 Peel Street – 2167534 Ontario Inc. 
(Preston Sand & Gravel Company Limited)
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

3 bedroom upgraded full 3 
storey house. Geothermal 
heating (2005), new steel 
roof (2011), upgrade 
electrical from fuse to 
breaker panel plus 
generator panel (2016). New 
bathroom (2012). Upgrade 
kitchen counter tops and 
sink (2016). Finished 
basement, attached work 
shop, concrete driveway, 
deck, covered patio area, 
mud room, fully shaded 
back yard. New appliances 
(2016). and plank flooring in 
kitchen and dining room. 

PRIVATE SALE - ELMIRA

PLEASE CALL 519-669-8536

SELLING 
YOUR HOME?
ADVERTISE IT IN ONTARIO’S 

BEST COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
PLACE AN AD IN OUR REAL ESTATE SECTION TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

List Now While Inventory is Low! List Now While Inventory is Low! List Now While Inventory is Low! 

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

Donating back to 
the community 
we call home.

ELMIRA - Features 
updated flooring 
through-out, freshly 
painted, walk-out 
basement, double car 
garage, larger corner lot, 
all appliances included 
and much more! MLS.

$424,900$424,900$424,900

5 Floor Plans to Choose From.
CALL FOR DETAILS

Semi-detached 
Homes Available!

ELMIRA

Elmira - Charming and 
spacious century home 
with five bedrooms, 
includes a finished attic, 
wrap-around porches, 
large fenced backyard 
and 2700sqft of living 
space. MLS.

$495,000$495,000$495,000

Drayton -  Stunning Century 
Charm! Beautiful century old 
home with refinished hardwood 
floors, high ceilings, original 
banister and large base boards. 
Great sized fully fenced yard with 
a 8 x 10 shed, 3 bedrooms on the 
second floor, and a finished attic, 
and den/office there is lots of 
space for your growing family. 
Steel roof. Shingles at back done 
in 2013. $265,000$265,000$265,000

Kitchener -  Located 
in a sought-after 
neighbourhood, this is 
the fixer upper you 
have been looking for. 
Work to be done but a 
larger lot and a great 
neighbourhood make 
it all worthwhile. MLS.

$325,000$325,000$325,000

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

wrap-around porches, 
large fenced backyard 
and 2700sqft of living 
space. MLS. SOLD

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4
519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

WOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

We donate a 
portion of our 
commission 
from every 

house sale to 
the Woolwich 
Community 

Services

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie Shanna

Paradigm (Elmira) Homes - CALL TODAY TO 
RESERVE YOUR UNIT on future executive town home 
developments Coming soon, Block of 5 and Block of 4, 
bungalow & bungalow-loft plans. EXCLUSIVE.

SOUTHWOOD ESTATES 
EXECUTIVE TOWN HOMES

ONE OF A KIND 
$849,900 FLORADALE 
Situated on 5.24 acres of 
mature trees, triple detached 
garage/shop offering plenty 
of space for all your toys! 
Uniquely designed two storey 
offers 3 bdrms including main 
floor master suite with 
ensuite and gas fireplace, 
formal entertaining space, 
gourmet kitchen. (OPEN 
HOUSE SCHEDULED FOR 
SUN FEB 12TH 1-3) MLS.

BEAUTIFUL 
BUNGALOW 
$499,900 LINWOOD Very 
well maintained and updated, 
situated on a spacious, large lot 
(.38 acre), open concept main 
floor great for entertaining, 
bright kitchen w/island & 
appliances, sunroom addition 
has walkout, finished 
basement w/wet bar, DBL car 
garage & extra long driveway, 
20 MINS TO KW. NEW MLS.

NEW LISTING!

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!BROKERAGE

SPACIOUS HOME ON 
172’ DEEP LOT. Great 
room w/lots of windows 
open to 22’6 kitch-
en/D.A. w/Island (granite 
top) & walkout to deck. 
Cheater ensuite bath. 
Cozy rec. room. Over-
sized single garage. Lots 
of parking! NEW MLS.$444,900

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA   DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

$500,000
This is the country property 
you've been waiting for, 1 acre 
treed lot with a detached 20 x 30 
foot garage, a 16 x 10 foot deck. 
The house has been completely 
renovated with an addition 
added and is now 2800sq. ft.. 
New insulation 6 inch bats, 
updated electrical, kitchen. New 
roof 3 years ago. In total you have 
2800 Sq Ft of finished space. The 
basement is unfinished. MLS.

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

NEW LISTING

Drayton | $349,500
Look at the spacious yard of 100 ft by 175 ft ( plus a bonus 25 ft)  
deep.3 bedroom 3 bath, 2 gas fireplaces, vaulted ceiling, large front 
porch, dble garage 24 x 22.  Edge of town, backing onto farm land. 
Don't delay. Call Dale. MLS

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale
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FAMILY ALBUM

BIRTHDAY BIRTHDAY

OBITUARY

IN MEMORIAM

TO BOOK YOUR 
FAMILY NOTICE:

CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104  or  email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com
DEADLINE: Wednesday by 10am

Martin, Mary
Peacefully passed away with her fam-
ily by her side on Sunday, January 29, 
2017 at Wellington Terrace, Fergus, at 
the age of 92 years. Mary, formerly of 
Elmira, was the beloved wife of the 
late Clayton “Jerry” Martin (2007). 
Loved mother of Joseph and Cobe 
Giroux, Sharon and Doug Baltzer, 
and Jerry and Nancy Martin. Loving 
grandmother of six grandchildren, 
eight great-grandchildren, and two 
great-great-grandchildren. Dear sister-
in-law of Lucinda Martin and Russell 
Heinrich. Mary was the last surviving 
member of her family having been 
predeceased by her four brothers and 
two grandchildren. As per Mary’s 
request, cremation has taken place. 
There will be no funeral home visita-
tion. A celebration of Mary’s life will 
take place at the Elmira Legion, 11 First 
St. E., Elmira, on Thursday, February 
2, 2017 from 2-4 p.m. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Shantz, Roland “Roly”
Passed away on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 25, 2017, at the age of 72 years. 
Beloved husband for 46 years of Fern 
(Brubacher) Shantz of Elmira. Loving 
father of Maria (Eric) Musselman, 
Andrea (John) Shantz Neufeld, and 
Victor Shantz. Loved grandfather of 
Ben, Jeremiah, and Hannah Mussel-
man; and Micah and Mikayla Neufeld. 
Dear brother of Esther Shantz, Eileen 
(Clare) Bauman, Ken (Myrna) Shantz, 
Yvonne (Clare) Pomeroy, and Fred 
(Deb) Shantz, and stepbrother of David 
Gingrich and Raymond Gingrich. Lov-
ingly remembered by the Brubacher 
family, Fern’s siblings; Glenn (Anna 
Mary), Doris (Amzie), Ray (Margie), 
Paul, John (Nancy), and Jim (Sharon). 
Also lovingly remembered by many 
nieces, nephews and their families. 
Predeceased by his parents Lorne 
and Almeda (Good) Shantz, broth-
ers Stewart and Richard (in infancy), 
sister-in-law Diane Shantz, niece Ja-
net Mazereew, his special stepmother 
Mary Shantz, and stepsiblings Ronald 
Gingrich and Kathleen Gingrich. Visi-
tation was held on Saturday, January 
28, 2017 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. Interment took place 
in Elmira Mennonite Cemetery on 
Sunday, January 29, 2017 at 1:15 p.m. 
followed by a memorial service at 2 
p.m. at Elmira Mennonite Church, 58 
Church St. W., Elmira. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations to Mennonite 
Central Committee would be appreci-
ated by the family.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Stawski, Helmut
Passed away peacefully on Saturday, 
January 21, 2017 at Grand River Hospi-
tal at the age of 82. 

Beloved husband to Christa for 57 
years. Loving Pop of Mike (Kristina) 
and Dan (Veronika). Cherished Opa to 
Kira, Hannah and Kathleen. Survived 
by his brother and sister in Germany. 

There will be no formal visitation.

A funeral service was held in the 
chapel of the Henry Walser Funeral 
Home, 507 Frederick St., Kitchener, 
519-749-8467 on Thursday, January 
26, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. Pastor Phillip 
Kniesel officiated. Reception followed. 
A private family interment took place 
at Parkview Cemetery.

As expressions of sympathy, donations 
to the Kidney Foundation of Canada 
would be appreciated by the family 
(cards available at the funeral home). 
For Helmut’s memorial visit:

www.henrywalser.com

Dale Richard Schmidt 

We miss you 
We miss your voice
We miss your smile 
We miss your smell
We miss your hug

We miss your jokes
We miss your music

We miss how you made us feel,  
we miss your everything! 

Dec. 23, 1926 - Feb. 4, 2016

Love, Your Family

Doreen Foerster
In Loving Memory of our dear mother who 

passed away 10 years ago. Your presence 
we miss, your memory we treasure.

Loving you always, you live forever in our 
hearts. Remembering you with love.

All of our love and will be forever 
remembered in our hearts.
Love: Jen, Joan & Lisa Foerster

Stag & Doe

Please join us on February 11, 2017, 
at KW Masonic Hall,  

440 Weber St. N. Waterloo. 
Tickets are $10 at the door.  

Doors open at 8 p.m.

for Erin Diebold & Jeff Bell

Come out & have fun!

Happy 90th Birthday! 
John Moser

Love from Rose, your children, and grandchildren!

Happy 1st Birthday! 
Lena Zinger

Love Mom, Dad, and your gang of sisters! 

Thank You,  
Don Wilson

This “thank you” is to my lately departed 
neighbour, Don Wilson. It’s late because I 
just received new information about this 
man. Kind and friendly-always ready to 
smile and wave “hello”. But I’m writing 

to let the world know that Don remained 
kind and thoughtful to the end. You see, 
he had a donor card filled out. Presently, 
there are 4 individuals benefiting from 

donor organ donation. 
How very much like you Don. R.I.P. 

P.S. If we wish to copy Don’s reaching out 
to his fellow man, the following site is 

offered: www.beadonor.com 
Your relatives and friends, Tony & Elizabeth, 

Debbie, Liz, Susan, Norma, Heather, Nate, Wynne, 
Melanie, Cindy, Paul, Jennifer, Elizabeth, Stepha-

nie, Tamara, Ava, Grayson, Rylan.

Jim and Marilyn Brearley of Elmira are 
pleased to announce the October engage-

ment of daughter Dr. Alissa Irene Brearley, 
Optometrist, to Richard Christopher Wright, 
CA, CPA, son of Richard and Alice Wright of 

Mount Brydges. 

WRIGHT-BREARLEY

Wedding to take place June 16th 
at Whistle Bear Golf Club.

STAG & DOEENGAGEMENT

OBITUARYOBITUARYIN MEMORIAM

THANK YOU

DEATH NOTICE

HAUFSCHILD, LILLIAN MARIE 
| Passed away at Barn-
swallow Place in Elmira 
on Thursday, January 19, 
2017, having turned 95 on 
January 17.

MCKAY, DOUGLAS “DOUG” 
| Peacefully passed 
away on Wednesday, 
January 25, 2017 at St. 
Mary’s General Hospital, 
Kitchener, at 92 years, of 
Elmira.

STECKLY, CLARENCE | 
Passed away on Sunday, 
January 20, 2017 at Hill-
side Manor, Mitchell, at 
the age of 88years. Local 
relatives are his son John 
and Mary Ellen Steckly of 
Wellesley. 

STEVER, CLARENCE ORVAL 
| Passed away peace-
fully Friday, January 20, 
2017, at his residence 
Nithview Community, 
New Hamburg. Clarence 
was born in Linwood 86 
years ago.

WAGLER, AUDREY MARIE 
| Surrounded by her 
family, she was received 
into the loving arms 
of Jesus on Monday, 
January 23, 2017 at St. 
Mary’s Hospital, Kitch-
ener. Audrey resided at 
Nithview Community, 
New Hamburg.

WAGLER, DANIEL | Sur-
rounded by his family, 
Daniel was received 
into the loving arms of 
Jesus and his beloved 
wife Audrey on Tuesday, 
January 31, 2017 at his 
residence, Nithview 
Community, New 
Hamburg.

100% 
LOCAL

PLACE A FAMILY ALBUM NOTICE!
Call: 519-669-5790 

or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

FIND IT
IN THE OBSERVER
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LIVING HERE

FIRST OF ALL, I have a big 
apology to make about my 
last column (Jan. 19) for 
Chocolate Dipped Straw-
berry Cheesecake. I missed 
listing 3/4-cup milk in the 
ingredients, but it is listed 
in the directions. I am so 
sorry and I hope this did 
not cause you too much 
distress. Valentine’s Day is 
coming up, so it would be 
a great dessert to make for 
that!

Recently I made this Hot 
Potato Salad and was pleas-
antly surprised how good it 
was. My Aunt Mary submit-
ted her recipe to her Parry 
Sound church cookbook so 
that is the recipe I started 
with. I did some digging 
online and I knew the old 
German method is to fry 
the bacon first and use the 
bacon grease in the dish. 
Somehow, I cannot do that! 
But if you want to throw 
caution to the wind, you 
may use the bacon grease 
instead of the butter listed 
in this recipe.

Serve this Hot Potato 
Salad with real farmer’s 
sausage, vegetables of your 
choice and homemade 
bread for an old fashioned, 
comforting meal to feast 
on in these dark winter 
months.

Turning 
up the 
heat on 
potato 
salad

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

LIZ BEVAN

AFTER NEARLY A DECADE 
of fundraising, negotiating 
and designing, the Heidel-
berg Recreation Associa-
tion has broken ground on 
a new community hub. 

Through the Build a Bet-
ter Booth campaign, the 
group has been dedicated 
to replacing the rundown 
and condemned field 
house at the local park on 
Lobsinger Line for years, 
and now, they are nearing 
the end of construction. 

The new $360,000 com-
munity centre is slated to 
open up next month, with 
only the finishing touches 
to be completed over the 
coming weeks. 

“Seeing the progress 
that is being built, that is 
one of the most exciting 
things,” said association 
member Scott McGregor. 
“The building is built, so it 
is just the remaining pieces 
inside. I am just so excited 
about the fact that we have 

broken ground.”
The building, which also 

includes the rebuilt picnic 
shelter, will feature an ac-
cessible community room, 
a servery with sink, fridge, 
a microwave, public wash-
rooms and an updated out-
door area. 

“The washrooms are go-
ing to be so nice,” said Mc-
Gregor. “Not only will ball 
players have a place to use 
the facilities, but anyone in 
the park will be able to use 
them. That is going to be a 
huge addition to that spot.”

The association has 
already had local commu-
nity groups and individual 
members inquiring about 
how to rent the new space 
for their meetings and 
gatherings. McGregor says 
it has been great to see 
everyone interested in the 
project. 

The association itself has 
also seen an uptick in pub-
lic interest.

“I kind of figured that 
would happen because it 

has been stagnant for a 
number of years, and now 
people see things happen-
ing. It is nice. Hopefully, 
this will add another level 
of community participa-
tion in regards to the park. 
It is exciting.”

The fundraising still isn’t 
over for the parks and rec. 
association, however. They 
are hosting a Paint Night 
fundraiser with the help of 
The Olde Heidelberg Res-
taurant and Tavern right in 
town on Feb. 27. The idea is 
to be able to outfit the new 
centre with furniture and 
supplies, while also making 
up the difference in antici-
pated funding. 

Despite more fundrais-
ing planned for the future, 
McGregor says it is a huge 
relief to see the building 
underway, and nearly com-
plete, not only for him, but 
for the rest of the associa-
tion as well. 

“It has been a long pro-
cess. I wasn’t even on the 
rec. association when this 

all started. I have been 
there for five years, so I am 
going to say it has been at 
least seven or eight years 
in the making, and that 
is a long time,” he noted. 
“There have been people 
on the association that 
have come and gone, some 
have even moved away 
since then. Even they are 
reaching out saying how 
great it is that it is finally 
being built. The old build-
ing was made up of ter-
mites holding hands, but 
now, it is a safe spot, it is 
nice and wheelchair acces-
sible – it is for everyone.”

The association is thank-
ful for all the support they 
have received over the last 
few years, from the com-
munity in both monetary 
donations, moral support 
and in-kind donations. 

“I think the thank-you is 
that it has been a long haul. 
It is a huge thank-you to ev-
eryone who has supported 
the Build A Better Booth. 
It has been frustrating and 

now we are in the satisfac-
tion stage. We are at the 
finish line. Trillium was 
a huge kicker. If it wasn’t 
for them, we would still be 
trekking along. They gave 
us a big chunk of money 
and that is what made it 
happen,” said McGregor of 
the $150,000 contribution 
from the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation.

“The general message 
to anybody, to anyone that 
had anything to do with 
contributions, whether it 
is money, time or effort of 
any nature, it is more than 
appreciated. Now, we have 
this place and it all worked 
out.”

For more information on 
the Paint Night fundraiser 
on Feb. 27, call 519-669-
4571 in the evening to reg-
ister. The cost is $45, with 
$15 going towards the Build 
a Better Booth campaign. 
The fee includes a drink, 
painting supplies and the 
direction of an artist. Reg-
istration ends on Feb. 20.

After nearly a decade of planning and fundraising, the Heidelberg Rec. Association is happy to see a new community building nearing the end of construction. The old field house was deemed unsafe and demolished. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

CHEF’S TABLE/  
DONNA GINGRICH

RECIPE
NOTES

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net
Accredited 

Test & Repair Facility

Do expensive vehicle repairs always 
seem to come when you’re not 
fi nancially prepared for them?
Talk to us about our systems to help ease 
the burden of vehicle repair bills and help you 
keep your vehicle well maintained and on the 
road. We are here to help! 
-Kendrick 

RALLYING THE PUBLIC / GETTING THINGS DONE

Fundraising events continue through the Build a Better Booth 
Campaign even as new community centre nears completion

A real community 
effort in Heidelberg
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

FEBRUARY 2

FARM WOMEN/ RURAL WOMEN Mini Workshop 9 a.m. 
– 2:30 p.m., Wallenstein Bible Chapel, 4522 Herrgott 
Rd.  Features are: Auburn Vintage Clothing, fashion 
show (how to incorporate into everyday wear), 
Richard Cressman, Relationships & Communication 
(how it affects mom in the middle), Leslie Zinger, 
producer spotlight (how & why she started her 
business), fire extinguisher training, Becky Roth, 
Community Care Concepts (Take Home Mason Jar 
Craft) & Gary Boes, landowners’/farmers’ rights/
rules, bylaws. Contact Susan Martin 519-501-8148, 
florahills2416@gmail.com.

FEBRUARY 4

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY LIONS CLUB is hosting the 
annual Trivia Challenge, Lions Hall, Elmira. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m., and the fun begins at 7 p.m. A fun 
evening of trivia and competition. Teams of eight will 
compete against other teams for the title of Trivia 
Master. Cash prizes for top three teams. Snacks, cash 
bar, fun challenging trivia and some surprises. You 
must sign up in advance. For more information email 
Carol at wclctrivia@gmail.com. Must be 19 yrs of age 
or older.

FEBRUARY 8

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us for 
a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at Calvary 
United Church, St. Jacobs. The meal is served at noon. 
Cost is $11. Call 519-664-1900 by noon Feb. 6.

FEBRUARY 9

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend Comedy Juggling - John Park. Devotional: 
Darcy Dueck. Piano: Christy Hoffman. Starts at 10:30 
a.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested 
donation $7 includes hot meal at noon.

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us 
for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at the 
Breslau Community Centre. The meal is served at 
noon. Cost is $6. Call 519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900 
by noon Feb. 6.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and 
seniors has guest speaker Sheila Forler Bauman, 
physiotherapist from Woolwich Physiotherapy 
lecturing on Heroes and Role Models in Rio, 2016. 
Please join us, 10 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre 58 St. Charles St. E., Maryhill. Admission is $2. 
Enjoy tea or coffee and a delicious snack.

EXPLORE YOUR MENNONITE ROOTS with archivist 
Laureen Harder-Gissing from Mennonite Archives 
of Ontario. Learn about Russian Mennonite and 
Swiss Mennonite migrations to Waterloo Region. 
Includes tips for researching family history. Plus 
short presentation about heritage tours to Russia/
Ukraine and Europe. Refreshments. The presentation 
begins at 7 p.m., Conrad Grebel University College, 
Community Rm, 140 Westmount Rd. N., Waterloo.

FEBRUARY 14

DIABETES CONNECTION. THIS SUPPORT group is for 
individuals diagnosed with diabetes or pre-diabetes 
and their support people. Have your diabetes 
questions answered by a healthcare professional, 
build confidence in managing your diabetes, get 
food and exercise ideas, increase your knowledge 
of diabetes as well as learn about ways to maintain 
or improve your health. Drop in, 6-7 p.m. at the 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs.

FEBRUARY 15

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us 
for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at the 
Wellesley Community Centre. The meal is served at 
noon. Cost is $6. Call 519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900 
by noon Feb. 13.

FEBRUARY 20 

WINTER IN BLOOM AT the Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
Bring your family for fun activities from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. A chili dog lunch will take place from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. (donations accepted.)

ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society education 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. at Trinity United Church, Elmira. 
David Hobson will speak about “The lighter side 
of gardening.” Members are free, non-members 
$2. Please bring shoes or slippers. New members 
welcome.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

Feb. 5 - No Sunday Service
Retreat Weekend
Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Speaker: Darcy Dueck

Jesus on Prayer

Sunday, February 5th

9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

The King’s Speech

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

No Pain, 
No Gain

Sunday, Feb. 5th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
The Ten 

Commandments – 
Do not lie

Fred Lichti preaching

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

21 Arthur St. N., Box 25, Elmira
519-669-5560 • www.trinityunitedelmira.ca

 TRINITY UNITED CHURCH

Love, Learn & Live by Christ’s Teachings

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:30am - Contemporary Worship
11:00am - Traditional Worship

Clergy: Rev. Sue Campbell
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The app could also high-
light how similar your face is 
to those of family members 
of previous generations. Giv-
en enough data, “FaceTopo 
developers hope to study the 
degree of variation across all 
human faces.” As they say 
on their web site, “By map-
ping and comparing a wide 
variety of adult (14+) faces 
from all over the world, we 
hope to discover connec-
tions between peoples —and 
people.”

Want to be a part of this 
global citizen science project 
by helping the FaceTopo 
team reach 10,000 faces? Go 
to #whatsinaface for details.

ACROSS
1. Walk at a leisurely pace
5. Provoke, as with a dare
10. Hebrew letters after alephs
15. ___ a soul
16. Harbinger of spring
17. Crack, in a way
18. Miss America topper
20. Small ornamental cases
21. Churchill’s “___ Finest Hour”
22. It comes straight from the horse’s 
mouth
24. It can be inflated or bruised
25. Urbanize
27. Fine dinnerware
29. Ponzi scheme, e.g.
31. Freelancer’s enc.
32. Blemish
35. In conflict with, with “of”
37. Crosswise, on deck
39. Mideast hot spot
41. Part of the verb “to be”
42. Towards the back of a ship
45. Gently protest
46. Mr. Robot from “Mr. Robot,” say
48. Upper pelvic bones

51. Hydromassage facility
52. Undermine
53. Beasts of burden
55. From the top
56. Threw pitches in the bullpen, e.g.
57. Ride the waves
59. Lizard, old-style
60. “__ as I say …”
62. On, as a lamp
64. Santa ___, Calif.
65. Nasty
66. Parting words
DOWN
1. Symbol of industriousness
2. Common street name
3. Highlands hillside
4. Hammerstein’s contribution
5. Farm animal
6. French sponge cake
7. Thirst-quenching sound
8. Hodgepodges
9. Discouraging words
11. It’s genuine in Germany
12. Belief in something bigger than 
oneself
13. Israeli port

14. More like a spring chicken
19. Eastern pooh-bah
21. Microwave feature
23. ‘50s audiophile’s purchase
25. Item for Scottish Games thrower
26. In the thick of
28. Enjoys a bagel, maybe
30. Chain of connected ideas
33. Mars, to the Greeks
34. Barricade
36. Deficiency
38. Biscotti flavoring
40. Hearty draft
43. Distort, as survey results
44. In ___ of (replacing)
47. “What a relief!”
49. What Leary tripped on
50. Egyptian cobra
52. You and I
53. PM preceder
54. Like hand-me-downs
58. Study of strange sky sightings
61. Collar inserts
63. Capri, for one
64. Sticking point, to Hamlet

Dream-state sleep puts an end to a host of issues, from snoring to sleeptalking

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 
or email donna.atasteofnostal-
gia@gmail.com.

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. When human dreams 
begin, what comes to an 
end? 

A. Human REM (rapid-
eye-movement) sleep puts 
the brakes on snoring, 
sleepwalking, sleeptalking, 
even just rolling over in 
bed, say David Myers and C. 
Nathan Dewall in “Explor-
ing Psychology.” About 
every 90 minutes, you cycle 
through four distinct sleep 
stages: NREM1 (non-REM); 
NREM2, where you spend 
half your night; NREM3; and 
REM, the “most intrigu-
ing” of them all. During this 
phase, “your heart rate rises, 

your breathing becomes 
rapid and irregular, and 
every half-minute or so your 
eyes dart around in mo-
mentary bursts of activity 
behind closed lids. These 
eye movements announce 
the beginning of a dream — 
often vivid and emotional, 
usually, story-like and richly 
hallucinatory.” REM dreams 
are so vivid, in fact, that 
we may confuse them with 
reality. 

But though your brain’s 
motor cortex is active, 
your brainstem blocks its 
messages, leaving your 
muscles relaxed and in ef-
fect paralyzed, except for an 
occasional twitching of the 
fingers, toes, or face. “More-
over, you cannot be easily 
awakened. REM sleep is 
thus sometimes called ‘para-
doxical sleep’: The body is 

internally aroused yet asleep 
and externally calm.”

Interestingly, horses, 
which spend 92% of each 
day standing and can sleep 
standing, must lie down for 
REM sleep.
Q. It’s been called bird 
fancier’s lung, humidifier 
lung and hot tub lung, 
among other names. Now 
add bagpipe lung. What’s 
the story here?
A. “Bagpipe lung” is an 
inflammatory lung disease 
caused by regular inhala-
tion of fungi living inside 
bagpipes, explains Meghan 
Rosen in “Science News” 
magazine. Here’s the story: 
When a 61-year-old man 
died after seven years of a 
mysterious disease that left 
him breathless, with a dry 
cough, doctors diagnosed 
hypersensitivity pneumo-

nitis, a rare disease caused 
by breathing in particles 
that irritate lung tissues. 
But they were puzzled since 
the patient had not been 
exposed to common triggers 
such as birds or household 
mold.

Physician Jenny King of 
England’s University Hos-
pital of South Manchester 
noticed two intriguing 
clues: The patient played 
the bagpipes daily, and on 
a three-month trip without 
his bagpipes, his symptoms 
disappeared. An inspection 
of the patient’s bagpipes 
revealed “pink yeast, mold 
and plant fungi living in the 
instrument’s neck, the cap 
that fits over the reed and 
in air blown out of the bag.” 
King’s team concluded that 
inhaling the microbes every 
day could have sparked the 

disease. 
Further, they offered this 

warning to bagpipe, trom-
bone and saxophone play-
ers: “Musical instruments 
with moist interiors should 
be cleaned immediately 
after use.”
Q. You can call this a 
global “face-off” if you 
will, but it comes right 
down to this: How many 
people on earth look just 
like you?
A. “FaceTopo’s software 
could let you find out by 
comparing your face with 
thousands of others around 
the world,” reports “New 
Scientist” magazine. First, 
you’ll need to provide 
the app a series of selfies, 
from which your key facial 
features will be used to find 
worldwide lookalikes. Inter-
ested in your family lineage? 

3 Tbsp. parsley, chopped
Freshly grated black pepper

Cook diced potatoes and 
salt until potatoes are soft.

In another pot, melt but-
ter. Add onion and sauté 
until onions have softened.

Remove onions from 
heat, add vinegar, brown 
sugar, dry mustard, celery 
seed and cooked bacon. Set 
aside.

When potatoes are 
cooked, drain excess water.

Add onion mixture to 
potatoes.

Add sour cream, parsley 

Hot Potato 
Salad
6 cups potatoes, diced
1 tsp. salt
1 large onion, chopped
3 Tbsp. butter
1/4 cup vinegar
3 Tbsp. brown sugar
1/4 tsp. dry mustard
1/3 tsp. celery seed
Bacon, (as much as you dare) 
cooked and chopped
1 – 1-1/2 cups sour cream

CHEF’S TABLE: You’ve got the option to use 
as much bacon and bacon grease as you dare

and black pepper to pota-
toes. Mix well.

More sour cream may be 
added if needed to make it 
creamier.

Check salt, add more if 
needed.

Serves 5-6 people.
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4 DAYS
ONLY!

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

9AM
9AM
11AM

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

9AM
9AM
9AM

9PM
9PM
9PM

THURSDAY 9AM 9PM
9PM
6PM
5PM

SALE HOURS

OUR HOURS

STARTS TODAY!
 FEBRUARY 2-5

HARDWOOD

$177
STARTING 

AS LOW AS

/SQFT

TRUCKLOAD SALE!
OAK 

MAPLE MAPLE MAPLE MAPLE MAPLE MAPLE MAPLE MAPLE 
 HICKORY
BAMBOO
BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    
TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK 

WALNUT
& MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! 

1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 
AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!

1000’S OF SQ FT 
AVAILABLE!

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

5” WIDE!

HANDSCRAPED
BAMBOO

$177
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

/SQ FT
FROM

HARDWOOD

BLOWOUT!

MANY STAINS IN STOCK

3/4” THICK
OAK OR MAPLE

$297
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

/SQ FT
FROM

HARDWOOD

BLOWOUT!

made in 
CANADA

WON’T LAST LONG!

HANDSCRAPED
SOLID MAPLE

$467
REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99

/SQ FT
FROM

HARDWOOD

BLOWOUT!

$147
/ SQ FT
MIN 300 SQ FT

LIFETIME WARRANTY

HARDWOOD
INSTALLATION

CLICK ENGINEERED

HANDSCRAPED
HICKORY/MAPLE

$297
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/SQ FT
FROM

HARDWOOD

BLOWOUT!

made in 
CANADA

2 STAINS IN STOCK!

7”WIDE x 7’LONG
MAPLE

$297
REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99

/SQ FT
FROM

HARDWOOD

BLOWOUT!

Calvin Kuepfer | 3700 Nafziger Rd. WellesleyCalvin Kuepfer | 3700 Nafziger Rd. Wellesley
519.656.3380 | Tuesday to Friday 9-6pm | Saturday 9-4pm

It’s Our

Thank you Wellesley and the surrounding area.
February 1, 2017 will mark our 15th Anniversary. 

Thank You
Calvin & Martha Kuepfer
Alyssa, Justin & Brandon

We appreciate the continued support and look 
forward to serving you for many more years.

It’s Our

We appreciate the continued support and look We appreciate the continued support and look We appreciate the continued support and look We appreciate the continued support and look 
forward to serving you for many more years.forward to serving you for many more years.

Join us for FREE 
coffee and donuts

Feb. 3 & 4

Calvin Kuepfer | 3700 Nafziger Rd. Wellesley
Country Style Meats

Farmer’sFarmer’sFarmer’sFarmer’sFarmer’sFarmer’sFarmer’sFarmer’sFarmer’s
Sausage
Farmer’sFarmer’sFarmer’sFarmer’sFarmer’s

Fresh

ChickenChickenChickenChickenChickenChickenChickenChickenChicken
Breast

ChickenChickenChicken
Fresh

Hamburger

SummerSummerSummerSummerSummerSummerSummerSummer
Sausage
SummerSummerSummerSummerSummerSummerSummer

Homemade

THE BATEMAN FAMILY 
IS looking for answers this 
week after 15-year-old Ceril-
lia was the victim of what 
police are calling an assault. 

On Monday, around noon, 
Cerillia and two friends 
were walking along Elmira’s 
Industrial Drive towards 
McDonald’s for their lunch 
break. The two or more oc-
cupants of a black four-door 
sedan with silver rims (possi-
bly a Honda or Mazda) threw 
a hot black coffee at the 
group, scalding the back of 
her head leaving what Marty, 
Cerillia’s mom, thinks are 
second degree burns.

According to Marty, the 
car drove past Cerillia and 
her friends on Monday, flip-
ping the walking group an 
obscene hand gesture. One 
person in the group returned 
the gesture. The car turned 
around and threw a Mc-
Donald’s coffee cup out the 
window once they got close, 
hitting Cerillia in the back of 
the head.

To reach the burns for 
treatment, the family had to 
shave the back of her head.

“We noticed there was 
some oozing in the hair, so 
we shaved her head, and that 
is when we saw the burns 

Elmira girl injured when hot coffee 
thrown from car; police investigating

there. I told her to go wash 
the hair off her neck and I 
could just hear screaming,” 
said Marty. “She had gotten 
into a cool shower, but just 
the water running across 
the burns was so painful, 
she was just standing in the 
shower screaming.”

Police are treating the in-
cident as an assault, asking 
anyone with any informa-
tion to come forward. The 
public is asked to call the 
Elmira detachment at 519-
570-3000, ext. 6397.

Marty says she never ex-
pected anything like this to 
happen in Elmira. 

“It is a small town, it got us 
away from where we were, 
it got us away from the Galt 
area, which was getting 
rough,” she said. “We moved 
out here, because it seemed 
safer. Less crime, less every-
thing.”

She says there is one posi-
tive thing that has come out 
of the incident, however. 
The community has rallied 
around the Batemans, offer-
ing help wherever they can. 
Marty posted on social me-
dia about the incident, and 
so far, she says it has reached 
California. With over 100 
comments, 200 ‘likes’ and 
hundreds of shares, she 
hopes someone will come 
forward.

“I am just hoping that 
someone has information 
or a tip about where these 
guys are, where they might 
be, who it is, anything they 
know. That way, these guys 
can be caught and under-
stand how terrible this was. 
If nothing else, it will scare 
them and they will never 
pull something like this 
again,” she said. “The kids 
should be able to walk to 
McDonald’s for lunch and 
not worry about something 
like this happening. That is 
one of the reasons I came 
forward. Kids have enough 
things to be worried about 
these days. I have already 
had the conversation with 
her about strange men ap-
proaching her and things 
like that. I shouldn’t have to 
tell her to be worried every 
time a car drives by her.”

LIZ BEVAN

Cerlillia Bateman received burns to her head 
and neck in the attack. [SUBMITTED]


