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TAKING THE STING 
FROM THE SCREEN 
TO THE STAGE

{ }{Sen•ager 
 (n. a senior who feels like a teenager)

Whether you’re a wild card or the king of hearts, reignite your youthful 
spirit as we help you foster new friendships and spark new passions.

At The Westhill, we are all young at heart. 

Two Bedroom + Two Bathroom Suite Special! 
Available for a limited time. Call today to book your personal visit!

519.725.0525 Westhill.Sifton.com

315 Arthur St., S., ELMIRA 519-669-5403

Locally Owned & Operated by
Doug & Mary Lou Pagett

NEW HOURS
6am to midnight We will no longer 

be open 24hrs

STARTING
March 12, 2017

FACING A 3.13 PER cent increase in 
their Woolwich property taxes, the 
average household will pay an ad-
ditional $26.70 to the township this 
year.

Woolwich council this week gave 
quick approval to the 2017 budget, 
making the increases official.

Based on the average residential 
assessment of $340,102, homeown-
ers will shell out about $810 to cover 
just the share of taxes collected by the 
township, which gets about a quarter 
of the total – more than half of the 
bill goes to the Region of Waterloo, 
with the rest being scooped up by the 
school boards.

For this year’s increase, 1.63 per 
cent goes to the general levy, while 
1.5 per cent is a special infrastructure 
levy to help pay for Woolwich’s grow-
ing list of roads, bridges and build-
ings in need of repair or replacement.

Along with the increases to the 
township’s operating budget – which 
will also get a boost from assessment 
growth of about two per cent – coun-
cillors also approved a capital budget 
of more than $19 million, with most of 
the proposed spending compromised 
of $11.5 million, for roads, bridges and 
sewers.

Working out the final details Tues-
day night, councillors finalized plans 
for capital spending on parks and 
playgrounds, having earlier discussed 
swapping out work in St. Jacobs for 

Woolwich 
tax rate hike 
officially 3.13%

WMC event provides some Family Day fun in Elmira

STEVE KANNON

BUDGET | 5

The sun was shining bright while Dayton Cosgrave (top left) tries out her painting skills using snow as a canvas, and Cooper and 
Deacon Benvenuti from Waterloo test out their spray bottles during Winter in Bloom at the Woolwich Memorial Centre on Monday. 
Karl Jordan from the Elmira Optimists cooks up some chili dogs while others enjoy the free skate inside.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Sidewalk 
clearing tips
Clear the snow as soon 
as you can so a snowy 
sidewalk doesn’t 
become an icy one.

Do not use salt or  
de-icers to melt snow.

Sprinkle salt or de-icer 
on icy areas only and 
give it time to work.

Create traction with  
non-clumping kitty 
litter or sand to reduce 
the potential to slip.

curbthesalt.ca
CURB THE
SALT
Salt impacts our water. 

We all have a role to play.

BY: LIZ BEVAN

ON THE MAP / IN AND OUT OF WOOLWICH

Good 
agreements 
make for good 
neighbours
Home to many a road shared 
with adjacent municipalities, 
Woolwich constantly working 
to keep traffi  c fl owing smoothly

NOT AN ISLAND UNTO itself, Wool-
wich has plenty of connections 
– literally – to adjacent municipali-
ties. Those roads that lead to and 
from the township require being 
neighbourly from time to time. 

With a list of boundary roads 
agreements, Woolwich works close-
ly with its neighbours to keep roads 
cleared of snow, free of potholes 
and safe for drivers, whether local 
or visitors.

Jared Puppe, Woolwich’s acting 
manager of engineering, says such 
agreements, some of which have 
been in place for more than 30 
years, outline the shared responsi-
bility regarding township roads. 

Woolwich has agreements with 
five municipalities: Mapleton 
Township, Guelph Eramosa Town-
ship, Centre Wellington Township, 
the City of Waterloo and Wellesley 
Township. 

In some cases, municipalities 
share the cost of capital projects 
and maintenance, while other 
agreements are more of a give-and-
take situation.

“In the cases of Wellesley and 
Waterloo, both of those municipali-
ties invoice us for operating costs. 
They look after all the maintenance 
on the roads, and they invoice us 
on that. Usually it is quarterly,” 
said Puppe. “The other ones, it 
is generally a horse-trade. For 
example, with Guelph-Eramosa, 
they will look after some roads at 
100 per cent of the operating costs, 
and we will look after some of the 
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Country Squire Road

Glasgow Street South
Woolwich is invoiced by Waterloo for 
100% of operating costs – township 
trucks are above bridge load limit.

roads at 100 per cent operating 
cost. In those cases, you generally 
don’t invoice anybody. Centre-
Wellington is the same way, and so 
is Mapleton. We share the respon-
sibility.”

Following the boundary road 
agreement, when Benjamin Road, 
between Westmount and Weber 
Streets, was paved in 2014, the City 
of Waterloo put out the tender and 
looked after things like signage 
and line painting. When all was 
said and done, Woolwich Town-
ship covered half of the costs.

There are plenty of boundary 
roads that Woolwich has no part 
in, however. In the case of regional 
roads bordering Cambridge and 
Kitchener, the Region of Waterloo 
pays for all maintenance and capi-
tal projects with no cost absorbed 
in Woolwich Township. 

Puppe says the boundary agree-
ments have been in place for 
decades – since 1986 with Maple-
ton, Wellesley, Guelph Eramosa 
and Centre Wellington, and since 
1995 with the City of Waterloo – 
however there have been casual 
discussions about updating the 
agreements. 

“They are in place right now, 
and everybody honours them,” 
he said. “But, there have been dis-
cussions around making changes 
even though everybody considers 
them to be in place. But, depend-
ing on different circumstances, or 
even changes in legislation, that 
may prompt an update.”
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OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 9am-4pm; Closed Sundays519-669-8282

Fast, Friendly & Professional Service

10 Church St. W., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST/OWNER

• Compression Stockings
   (Standard & Customized)

• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose 
   Monitor & Teaching 
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPER ATED

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H
Happy to
Continue

serving you
in our current
location for

years to
come.

AGE-FRIENDLY | 5

HOUSING, TRANSPORTATION AND AC-
CESS to services are the top priorities for 
Woolwich’s seniors, according to prelimi-
nary work done by the township’s advisory 
committee looking at ways to make the 
community more age-friendly.

The project is a partnership of the town-
ship as well as Community Care Concepts, 
the Woolwich Seniors Association, the 
Woolwich Community Health Centre and 
Woolwich Community Services. 

“The biggest part of the work to date has 
been reaching out to groups of seniors in 
the community to help learn what is it in 
this community that makes what people 
think would be a community that would 
be friendly to all of us as we age,” said ad-
visory committee member Ingrid Pregel.

While the age-friendly designation ap-
plies to the full spectrum, much of the 
input has come from seniors concerned 
about being able to stay in their communi-
ties as mobility and access to services such 
as medical care become larger issues.

“Immediately the most important things 
that arise are ‘can I continue to live in my 
own community as I get older, can I afford 
to keep living in my community, when I 
become less mobile can I get the services I 
need or do I have to move to a place where 
I can get those services, and do they exist 
in the township?”

The committee has also acknowledged 
there are numerous seniors and a variety 
of concerns for each. Some want accessible 
affordable housing, while others aren’t 
concerned about the affordability. They’ve 
asked some 200 people so far what their 
ideal age-friendly community would look 
like. They’ve also asked what they love 
about living in Woolwich.

She says the main response they’ve 
heard is a sense of belonging and the com-
munity connections.

“They love the opportunity to see urban 
settings on the one hand and then thriving 
farms and wonderful green spaces and na-
ture. They love the idea that at night they 
can go out their back door and look up at 
the stars and it’s peaceful and it’s quiet, 
but we’re right down the road from cities 
where other amenities exist.”

The committee is now in the process of 
developing a draft plan which will set out 
their priorities. They’ve looked at the work 

Finding ways to 
help seniors stay in 
their communities 
the focus of age-
friendly committee

Sap season is in full swing, with judges Don Giffin and Bev Campbell, alongside Elmira Maple Syrup Festival committee vice-chair Kim Dixon, last week sampling syrups from many different producers. The 
judges took notes, and will choose the official supplier of syrup for the festival that goes Apr. 1.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Morgan says having a sup-
portive community helps stu-
dents to achieve.

“To get good results like 
this requires dedicated staff 
and then you have to have 
families and parents on the 
back end who are supporting 
and working in conjunction 
with the partnership,” Mor-
gan said.

According to the Fraser 
Institute, in order for a school 
to show improvement in its 
overall rating out of 10, it 
must improve more rapidly 
than the average. If it im-
proves, but at a rate less than 
the average, it will show a de-
cline in its rating.

“These things always help 
you do a number of things. 
They often indicate that 
you’re able to provide for the 
student from both home and 
school, but if the numbers 
aren’t so high, there’s a story 
behind it, it’s got to be about 
more than the numbers be-
cause it’s about the kids that 

you’re talking about.”
He says if he was working at 

one of the schools much lower 
on the list it would be impor-
tant to understand there’s 
context behind the numbers.

As in most businesses, he’s 
seen education become more 
data driven over the past 
decade as they work to incor-
porate data into the decision-
making process. 

“We take whatever we get 
from those standardized tests 
but it’s only one part because 
that’s quantitative data, but 
there’s all the qualitative data 
that goes with it too. There’s 
all kinds of things that impact 
kids and it could be a whole 
wealth of issues. Poverty or 
not makes a big difference. 
Mental health conditions or 
not make a big difference. 
Family structure, all of these 
in the background are quali-
tative but they make a huge 
difference on student success 
and how we can continue to 
work to support kids.”

by students in Grade 9 and 10, 
as well as differences between 
male and female students’ 
results.

“When you use standard-
ized tests like this, it’s like a 
camera, you take a picture 
at that day and time. I think 
what’s more important is 
what’s happening year over 
year. I think the important 
part is what I’m seeing here 
is consistently good results,” 
Morgan said.

EDSS has ranked an aver-
age of 44th out of 623 schools 
in the last five years. Elmira 
scored 3.0 out of 4.0 in the 
Grade 9 EQAO academic math 
test, and 3.2 in applied math. 

Girls at EDSS were 8.5 per 
cent more likely than boys to 
pass the Ontario Secondary 
School Literacy Test.

Of the eligible OSSLT writ-
ers at the school, 85.9 per cent 
successfully completed the 
test on their first attempt and 
64.9 per cent did on a subse-
quent attempt.

EDSS IS MAINTAINING ITS 
edge over most of Waterloo 
Region’s high schools accord-
ing to an annual report card of 
Ontario’s secondary schools. 

The Fraser Institute’s report 
card detailing rankings of the 
province’s secondary schools 
came out on Sunday, placing 
Elmira District Secondary 
School 57 out of 740 schools, 
earning an 8.1 out of 10 in the 
organization’s ranking for the 
2015-16 school year. This is 
just a slight decrease from last 
year’s overall rating of 8.3. 

The only school in the re-
gion that scored higher was 
Waterloo Collegiate Institute.

EDSS principal Paul Mor-
gan attributes the school’s 
consistent good grades on “a 
whole lot of work by a whole 
lot of people.”

The annual report card 
ranks schools based on pro-
vincial standardized tests in 
math and literacy completed 

EDSS maintains elevated position in Fraser 
Institute rankings of region’s high schools

WHITNEY NEILSON

WHITNEY NEILSON

GETTING A TASTE OF THE SAP SEASON AHEAD
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2014 DODGE DART GT
One owner trade-in with only 42,300 kilometers. 
Sporty GT model with leather heated seats, GPS-Navi-
gation, 18 inch Hyper black aluminum wheels, back-up 
camera, 8.4 inch media center with Bluetooth/Ucon-
nect, power sunroof, remote start and more. Finished 
in orange.$17,995.

122
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 CHRYSLER 200 LIMITED SEDAN
Limited edition with leather interior, heated seats, 
auto-start, power sunroof, 18 inch aluminum wheels 
and much more. Previous daily rental. Finished in white. 
Only 47,500 kilometers. $14,995.

102
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 RAM PROMASTER CITY CARGO VAN
Economical 4 cylinder engine with 9-speed automatic 
transmission.Lots of room for your cargo. Equipped 
with air conditioning, Bluetooth connectivity, power 
windows/locks, cruise control and more. Daily rental unit 
with only 1500 kilometers. Finished in white. $21,995.

149
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

•RAY FREDERICK 
•COLIN KROPF 
•JEFF JOHNSON.

 All sale prices exclude 
H.S.T, and License Fee. 
Fixed rates, based on 

bi-weekly payments O.A.C. 
Finance rates are only 

good for date of 
publication.

SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

Need a New
Vehicle?

Visit us today!

Call one
of our

sales reps
today!

212
96 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2016 CHRYSLER 300C ALL-WHEEL DRIVE
Top-of-line Platinum Edition with all the extras including 
leather heated seats, panoranic sunroof, GPS-naviga-
tion, back-up camera, remote start, and much more. 
Previous daily rental. Finished in Ivory Tri-coat, has only 
20,900 kilometers. $34,995.

2012 CHRYSLER 300 AWD LIMITED SEDAN
All-wheel-drive to handle Canadian winters., V6 engine 
with 8 spd auto trans, leather heated seats, GPS 
navigation, back-up camera, remote start, bluetooth/U-
connect and much more. Finished in medium grey, only 
56,900kms. $22,995

205
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 RAM 1500 BIG HORN CREW 4X4
One owner trade-in. Big Horn package with bucket 
seats & center console, heated seats & heated steering 
wheel, remote start, 8.4 Uconnect with Bluetooth, rear 
back-up camera & more. 76,900 kms. Red. $32,995.

223
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$ 162
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE NORTH
Has only 30,900 kilometers. North edition equipped 
with V6 engine, 9 speed automatic transmission, 
heated cloth seats and heated steering wheel, remote 
start, 8.4 Uconnect with Bluetooth and much more. 
Finished in Billet metallic. $23,995.

242
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2012 RAM 1500 SLT QUAD CAB 4X4
One owner trade-in with low kilometers.Has 5.7 V8 
Hemi engine. SLT model with remote start, Uconnect 
voice command with Bluetooth and more. Finished in 
Deep Cherry. Only 58,300 kilometers. $26,995.

Workshops focus on broadening public outreach in developing the G2G Rail Trail

The symphony gets out to seniors in Elmira who can’t make it out to see the symphony

LIZ BEVAN

LIZ BEVAN

THE GUELPH TO GOD-
ERICH Rail Trail Advisory 
Committee is looking for 
ways to bring the walking, 
biking and hiking trail 
into the future. 

The G2G committee is 
looking for volunteers and 
board members with new 
ideas and a can-do atti-
tude. The idea is to get the 
stories of the trail out to 
the public. 

“What we have is ten 
ideas and one person to 
put it together, but what 
we need is ten people to 

SENIORS IN WOOLWICH 
ARE in for a treat next 
week when the Kitchener 
Waterloo Symphony Or-
chestra comes to town. 

On Mar. 2, seniors are 
invited to the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre in El-
mira for a free concert, 
with symphony musicians 
playing some well-known 
music and a couple of new 
pieces the audience may 
not recognize. 

Community Care Con-
cepts executive director 

work on one idea. We have 
come up with ideas in pre-
vious workshops and now 
we are looking for people 
to put them together,” said 
Doug Cerson, executive 
director of the G2G advi-
sory committee. “We have 
all these communities 
along this fairly promi-
nent transportation route 
over 100 years, and there 
are a lot of stories and a 
lot of deep-rooted stories 
of how Ontario came to be 
Ontario, and a lot of this is 
based on these rail lines.”

The group just held the 
third in a series of four 

Cathy Harrington was 
approached by the K-W 
Symphony as it sought to 
extend their reach into the 
community. She says the 
partnership is perfect for 
the clientele CCC cares for. 

“They really wanted to 
reach out to support se-
niors who may not have an 
opportunity to come and 
hear a symphony concert. 
It is a great experience,” 
she said. “We felt it was 
an opportunity to expose 
some of the senior mem-
bers of our community to 
the symphony. It really is a 

workshops, Leadership 
and Project Creation, is 
about bringing technol-
ogy to the 127-kilometre 
trail. The workshop is not 
only focused on connect-
ing trail users to their 
surroundings, but also to 
remember the past.

The workshops, titled 
Trails & Heritage, have 
already brought plenty of 
interesting ideas to the 
table, all surrounding the 
value of the trail to current 
and past populations. 

“We started thinking 
about how we can use 
technology physically on 

win-win situation.”
Andrew Bennett, ex-

ecutive director of the K-W 
Symphony, says it is all 
part of bringing the sym-
phony to those that can’t 
make it to Centre In The 
Square in Kitchener.

“It is great when people 
come to us, but they can’t 
always come to us. So, our 
job is to occasionally go to 
them,” he said. “When you 
think of the symphony, 
you think of performances 
on a major stage in front 
of thousands of people, 
and we love doing that, but 

the trail, as well as embed 
that into our web pres-
ence. We are trying to get 
ahead. A trail is an old 
tool and the Internet is 
relatively new. We don’t 
want to leave out the new 
people who are using the 
trails,” said Cerson. “We 
wanted to see if there was 
a marriage between taking 
the history and connect-
ing them with cloud-based 
systems. We want to have 
archiving, and we are also 
pinning. We want to fig-
ure how to ask trail users 
to take their photos and 
pin them, but we need to 

we also see our role in the 
community as being much 
deeper and broader than 
that. For us, this is as im-
portant as anything else we 
do. We try to produce little 
moments of joy in places 
where it might be harder to 
achieve that.”

Harrington says the 
concert is geared towards 
the seniors in Woolwich 
who love a good concert 
and want to get out of the 
house and see some friend-
ly faces. There are some 
people who just can’t make 
it out of town on their own. 

figure out which program 
to use.”

To keep the rail trail 
history at the forefront 
of trail-users’ mind, one 
of the ideas that came 
forward at previous work-
shops was to add a dra-
matic flair to the story of 
the trail. 

“There are so many 
great community theatre 
groups along the trail 
from Guelph to Elmira 
and further. And someone 
said, ‘why don’t we com-
mission a play about the 
history of the rail trail?’” 
said Cerson. “There is just 

There may also be some 
other barriers for music 
lovers.

“Part of the challenge 
is the mobility issues, but 
sometimes it can also be 
difficult if finances are lim-
ited. Some people need to 
make tough choices about 
how to spend their money,” 
she said. “In other cases, 
individuals are isolated, 
and it could be difficult to 
go to the symphony, par-
ticularly if they don’t have 
someone else to go with 
them.”

The afternoon begins at 

so much untapped local 
history that is untapped 
in our backyard. Over the 
last few years, all of these 
stories have been coming 
up.”

The next session is 
on Mar. 22 at 6 p.m. The 
fourth workshop will be 
focused on the launch of 
the group’s spring fund-
raising campaign. 

For more information 
on the committee’s plans, 
or to volunteer, visit 
their website at www.
g2grailtrail.com, or send 
them an email at info@
g2grailtrail.com. 

2 p.m. with a social hour 
and refreshments before 
the performers take the 
stage at 3 p.m.

“It is not quite a full 
symphony orchestra, but it 
is a significant symphony 
orchestra. It is what we 
would call a proper orches-
tra,” said Bennett.

Community Care Con-
cepts asks that anyone who 
is interested in joining the 
afternoon event register 
ahead of time. The event 
is free, but there is limited 
space available. To register, 
call 519-664-1900.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Regional police to review how they 
handle reports of sexual assault 
FOLLOWING A REPORT SHOWING it has a high level of 
sexual assault cases deemed unfounded – no action taken 
– the Waterloo Regional Police launched an internal re-
view of its practices.

An article in The Globe and Mail shows regional po-
lice have an unfounded rate of 27 per cent, substantially 
higher than the national average of 19 per cent unfounded 
sexual assault investigations. 

“Since the release of the article, the WRPS has been 
engaged in ongoing dialogue internally as well as with the 
Police Services Board to explore the findings of the local 
data which is higher (8%) than the national average as 
well as similar to comparable police services in Ontario. 
We believe it is important to have a larger discussion lo-
cally, provincially and nationally to discuss future prac-
tices as well as potential public policy changes,” said chief 
Bryan Larkin in an open letter.

Council supports 
Koinonia 
fundraiser

A church group’s plan for an overseas 
trip got a boost this week as Woolwich 
council approved a grant to cover the 
cost of renting ice time at the WMC, 
where the group hopes to hold a 
fundraising event next month.

Six young people and two leaders 
from Koinonia Christian Fellowship in 
Bloomingdale are looking to travel in 
April to the Philippines, where they’ll 
assist with church services and help 

support an orphanage and home for 
the elderly. 

Each participant is responsible for 
raising $3,200 to cover costs. As part of 
the fundraising effort, the group plans 
to hold a public skate/bake sale Mar. 15 
at the Woolwich Memorial Centre.

Rather than waiving fees for two 
hours of ice time – about $316 at the 
reduced community rate – councillors 
opted to dip into a special assistance 
fund to cover the costs.

“If we do this, every group is going to 
want that,” said Coun. Murray Martin of 
the original request to waive the fees.

Coun. Mark Bauman shared the same 
concerns about a precedent in waiving 

the rental costs.
“We’re not setting a precedent that 

puts us in a difficult spot with other 
groups,” he said of dipping into the 
special assistance fund, which is 
capped at $1,000 and is awarded on a 
first-come, first-served basis to eligible 
applicants.

Woolwich writes 
‘em off

From change of tax class to the 
demolition of buildings, the altered 
status of several Woolwich properties 
led to the refund or reduction of 
$20,475.42 in taxes.

Most of the changes apply to the 2016 
tax year.

The write-offs were approved by 
Woolwich councillors meeting Tuesday.

The township’s share of the tax 
revenue from the approved cancella-
tions, reductions, and refunds amounts 
$4,466.31, with the bulk of the money 
coming from the Region of Waterloo 
(which typically collects more than 50 
per cent of property taxes) and the 
school boards.

Wilmot taxes
to rise 1.7%

Aiming for strictly an inflationary 

increase, Wilmot Township last week 
approved a 1.7 per cent tax hike as part 
of its 2017 budget.

The move adds $11.70 to the property 
tax bill of an average home assessed 
at $374,600.

The budget includes some $12 million 
for operations and another $8.9 million 
in capital spending. It also provides 
for the allocation of $578,895 to the 
township’s infrastructure reserve funds 
for future repairs and replacement of 
assets such as roads and bridges.

Water rates will increase by 4.9 per 
cent and wastewater fees by 7.9 per 
cent as part of the budget approved 
last Wednesday.

Make 30 Bottles 
of South African

SPECIAL VALID ONLY
Thurs, Feb 23rd to 
Thurs, March 2nd

Cabernet 
Sauvignon

Early Spring

Call Elze Today! 519.669.0799
29 Church St. W., Elmira

$130
Reg.
Price
$160
CASH
SALES
ONLY

Call Elze Today! 519.669.0799Call Elze Today! 519.669.0799
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to taste!

Creature Quest
Elmira: March 15, 10:30-11:30 p.m.
Bloomingdale: March 16, 10-11 a.m.

Tinker Truck-Mini Marshmallow Mayhem
St. Jacobs: March 15, 2-3 p.m.

Mystic Drums – The Button People
St. Clements: March 16, 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Learn.
Discover.

Enjoy. 
Register online at  

rwlibrary.ca.

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from February 27th – March 4th

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$2.99 REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb.

Ground Beef
Fresh 80 – 85% Lean Fresh

Prime Rib 
Roasts

REG. PRICE
$11.99 /lb.

$10.99

Prime Rib 
Steaks

Honey Garlic, Turkey 
or Ball Park Sausage

Turkey or Turkey Leek 
with Garlic Chips Sausage

Fresh

REG. PRICE
$12.49 /lb.

$11.49

Store Made Smoked

Pastrami or Montreal 
Smoked Meat

Deli Sliced

REG. PRICE
$7.99 /lb.

$6.99

Store Made

REG. PRICE
$4.99 /lb.

$3.99

REG. PRICE
$4.99 /lb.

$3.99
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9:00 AM | Perth County 
OPP were notified of the theft 
of a generator from in front of a 
shop on Line 83 in the Township 
of Perth East. The owner had 
been running the generator 
throughout the previous night 
because of the power outage. He 
checked the generator on at ap-
proximately 5 a.m. and returned 
at around 8 a.m. and found it 
had been stolen. The generator 
is a blue 2012 Miller Trailblazer 
325 diesel generator bolted to 
a single axle, unplated trailer. 
The value of this generator is 

estimated to be around $10,000. 
Police are requesting anyone 
with information that can assist 
police to call 1-888-310-1122 or 
(519) 393-6123. Should you wish 
to remain anonymous, call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS) or submit a secure web-tip 
at http://www.pc-crimestoppers.
ca/, where you may be eligible 
to receive a cash reward of up to 
$2,000.

F E B R U A R Y  2 0

2:00 PM | Perth County OPP, 
Perth East Fire Department and 
Perth County Paramedic Services 

responded to a collision between 
a car and an ambulance at the 
intersection of Perth Line 29 and 
Perth Road 112 in the Township of 
Perth East. The three occupants 
of the ambulance and four occu-
pants of the car were transported 
by ambulance to a local area 
hospital for assessment and 
treatment. Two of the occupants 
of the car remain in critical, but 
stable condition. As a result of 
investigation into this collision, 
the driver of the car, a 31-year-
old Waterloo  man, was  charged 
with ‘fail to yield to traffic on a 
through highway.’

that’s been done locally to 
create an age-friendly com-
munity, as well as across 
the globe.

One idea they saw in oth-
er communities was repur-
posing public spaces, like 
schools that had closed, 
into seniors’ housing.

“We know that not only 
are the townships growing 
faster than the cities, and 
we know that the elderly 
population, the seniors 
groups, 55-plus, are grow-
ing at an even faster rate 
than the regular popula-
tion. We know that the de-
mand is already here and 
is only going to increase, 
so it’s important to do this 
work.”

She notes they’ve also 
heard in their discussions 
with seniors that it’s one 
thing to create a plan, but 
it’s of no use until it’s be-
ing put to use. They’ll be 
presenting some of their 
findings at the seniors’ fair 
in Breslau on Mar. 28. They 
will be finalizing the plan 
over the coming months 
before submitting it to 
council in May.

“It’s really important for 
people to see that seniors 
are the ones that are do-
ing this work, we’re just 
the facilitators guiding the 
process.”

overdue improvements in 
Breslau. While moving up 
work on the playground in 
Breslau Memorial Park to 
2018, they opted to go ahead 
this year with new play-
ground equipment in River-
side Meadows in St. Jacobs.

Coun. Larry Shantz not-
ed the citizens’ committee 

looking at revamping the 
Breslau park is still in the 
early stages of planning, 
making next year a more 
likely timeframe for the 
playground work.

The existing playground 
equipment, deemed un-
safe, will be removed. If 
extra money can be found 
from savings in this year’s 

budget, some preliminary 
site preparation might get 
done, he added.

“That’s the work for this 
year. The majority of it can 
done in future years.”

Earlier, council had 
added $5,000 to this year’s 
budget to remove what 
Coun. Mark Bauman called 
“the tetanus playground,” 

given its decrepit state.
Tuesday night’s vote also 

gave formal approval to the 
2017 water and wastewater 
budgets.

The water rate remains 
unchanged at $1.71 per 
cubic metre even though 
the region has increased 
its bulk water rate by some 
two per cent.

Wastewater charges will 
go up 3.87 per cent to $2.50 
per cubic metre, reflecting 
a regional price increase 
of 7.9 per cent. That hike 
will add about $20.40 a 
year – $3.40 per bimonthly 
billing period – to the aver-
age user’s bill, based on the 
consumption of 204 cubic 
meters annually.

BUDGET: Formal approval of 2017 budget sets tax rate, fees for water/wastewater

AGE-FRIENDLY: 
Housing and 
transportation 
top concerns 
for seniors 
looking to stay 
in rural towns
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HAVING GONE THROUGH A budget process 
largely bereft of an actual review of finances, 
let alone a focus on the community good, 
Woolwich council this week passed a budget 
that sees spending and taxes grow well be-
yond inflation.

In short, there’s no tax relief in sight for Woolwich resi-
dents despite an economy that continues to stagnate. 

Instead of zero-based budgeting and line-by-line review 
of an ever-bloating list of expenditures, taxpayers will see 
operating expenses continue to rise. There appears to be 
no real effort to cut operations in order to free up some 
money for the growing infrastructure deficit, the tens of 
millions of dollars that will be needed to replace aging 
roads, bridges, sewers and the like. What has been on the 
table in recent years, however, is an additional tax levy to 
fund just those kinds of projects. For 2017, that represents 
a 1.5 per cent tax increase to help future construction proj-
ects. 

A special levy makes sense under the circumstances: we 
have to start saving now to pay for some very expensive 
projects in the future. And with federal and provincial 
assistance less likely – both senior governments face mas-
sive deficits of their own – costs will fall on the local tax 
base. But beyond the special levy, municipal governments 
will have to cut back on the operating side – programs and 
soft services – in order to offset the sting of infrastructure 
renewal. 

There’s no room for delay when it comes to failing 
bridges and watermains. If residents are not going to face 
even more exorbitant tax increases than have been the 
norm recently, then the dollars will have to be reallocated 
rather than simply going to the well for more, the usual 
fallback plan for all governments. 

But rational approaches are seldom embraced by politi-
cians who would rather promise more, spend more than 
to oversee reductions: ribbon-cuttings trump budget cuts 
every time among that group.

Cutting is not as easy as it sounds, of course. Just look 
at the trials and tribulations of populists in the mold of 
former Toronto mayor Rob Ford, who discovered all the 
gravy he campaigned on amounted to spoonfuls, not train 
loads. Faced with real cuts to real services, he came up 
against a steady stream of opposition – there are support-
ers for every expenditure, no matter how few people are 
served or how removed from the government’s mandate.

In Woolwich, there are expenditures – some of the 
substantial – that provide few if any direct benefits to 
the public, but for the most part cuts would mean some 
service reductions to some residents. Leaders determined 
to set priorities would need to balance expectations with 
reasonable levels of taxation, essentially selling the merits 
of more prudent spending. That’s more work, however, 
than taking the easy road: spending more, and taxing ev-
eryone as a matter of course. 

The deliberations leading up to a new Woolwich budget 
offered little in the way of fiscal responsibility. In passing 
the budget this week, councillors offered little in the way 
of encouragement that future processes will lead to im-
provements. 

They’re not alone, of course, as every more-senior gov-
ernment has been even more profligate, wasting billions 
and doing little to protect the long-term interests of their 
respective citizenry. 

Little long-term 
thinking as part 
of budget process

“UNFORTUNATELY, IT IS 
UNREALISTIC to expect 
zero civilian casualties in 
armed conflict,” said US 
Army Col. John L. Dor-
rian, the spokesperson 
of Combined Joint Task 
Force – Operation Inherent 
Resolve. (Where do they 
get these ridiculous code-
names?)

The CJTF/OIR is the 
U.S.-led international force 
that was created to defeat 
Islamic State, but Dorrian 
was talking in particular 
about the city of Mosul in 
northern Iraq, captured 
by the forces of Islamic 
State more than two years 
ago. There are still at least 
650,000 civilians in the IS-
controlled part of Mosul, 
and when the Iraqi army 
retakes it a lot of them will 
be killed or injured.

Col. Dorrian was just 
trying to “manage expecta-
tions,” as they say, but he 
needn’t have worried. As 
many civilians will prob-
ably be killed during the 
reconquest of Mosul as 
died in the Syrian army’s 

The (very) slow death of Islamic State
reconquest of eastern 
Aleppo in December, but 
it won’t get as much media 
attention – mainly because 
Islamic State is not as sub-
tle as the Nusra Front, the 
rival Islamist organization 
that dominated eastern 
Aleppo.

The Nusra Front, now 
rebranded as Jabhat Fa-
tah al-Sham (Conquest of 
Syria Front) to disguise 
its allegiance to al-Qaeda, 
was clever enough to let 
little girls blog about the 
horrors of the siege of 
Aleppo, and the Western 
media obligingly ran it all 
without question. It was a 
holocaust, they reported, 
committed by the evil 
army of that wicked Bashar 
al-Assad.

The Western media 
won’t be saying that sort of 
thing about the inevitable 
deaths of innocent civil-
ians during the retaking of 
Mosul, because the West 
supports the Iraqi army. In 
any case, Islamic State is 
probably too rigid to allow 
that kind of blog.

The Iraqi army’s attempt 
to take the city of Mosul 
back from Islamic State 
has already lasted almost 
as long as the siege of Stal-
ingrad. So far, it has only 

managed to clear the sub-
urbs on the east bank of 
the Tigris river, and civil-
ian deaths have only been 
in the hundreds.

This week it began its 
assault on the main part of 
the city, which lies on the 
west bank. It may fight its 
way in to the core of the 
old city in another month 
or two, but street-fighting 
eats up armies, and the 
streets of the old city are 
narrow and twisting. The 
casualties will be high 
among both soldiers and 
civilians, and it is unlikely 
that the operation will end 
until April or May.

It may not even end in 
a decisive victory for the 
government forces. There 
are around 100,000 men in 
the force besieging Mosul, 
but most of them are Kurd-
ish militia and “Popular 
Mobilisation Units” of the 
Iraqi Army that must not 
be allowed to enter the city 
proper. They are either the 
wrong ethnicity (Kurds) or 
the wrong religion (Shias) 
to send into an Arab and 
Sunni city.

What’s left is the Iraqi 
regular army, probably 
no more than 30-40,000 
strong around Mosul, and 
in particular the elite units 

of the Counter Terrorism 
Service who have borne 
the brunt of the fighting. 
Some of the CTS units 
have already suffered 50 
per cent casualties (killed 
and wounded), and over-
all Iraqi casualties are at 
least 5,000 before the final 
battle has even begun.

Let us be optimistic and 
assume that Mosul will 
ultimately fall. That would 
put an end to the Iraqi half 
of what used to be called 
Islamic State in Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS), but what hap-
pens to the Syrian part of 
Islamic State is still very 
much up in the air.

It was losing territory to 
the Syrian Kurds, whose 
army was advancing 
steadily on the IS capital 
at Raqqa in eastern Syria. 
The Syrian Kurds have 
done so well because they 
had U.S. air support on call 
at all times. Indeed, the 
Kurds were America’s main 
ally in the Syrian civil war, 
and the only major ground 
force (apart from the Syr-
ian army) that was actively 
fighting Islamic State.

But now all that is at risk 
because Turkey, which has 
been the main support of 

DYER | 8
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Like many government moves, P3 is about private profits at the public’s expense

THE CORPORATE STATE – 
the omnipresent amalgam 
of the worst qualities of 
corporations and govern-
ment – increasingly threat-
ens our quality of life, 
along with the economy it 
purports to benefit.

Look, for instance, at the 
perils of privatization and 
so-called public-private 
partnerships (P3). Whole-
sale sell-offs of public as-
sets, usually at fire-sale 
prices, are a favourite of 
governments looking to 
cook the books and help 
out those corporate donors 
that paid their way to pow-
er. P3 projects are another 
way to make the books look 
better while guaranteeing 
private companies profit 
with taxpayers’ money.

There are many ex-
amples of the folly of this 
approach. 

Ontario’s Auditor Gen-
eral, for instance, looked 
at 74 P3 projects in 2014, 
determining provincial 
taxpayers had unneces-
sarily forked out an extra 

$8 billion for projects such 
as new hospitals, schools 
and roads – the $28 billion 
worth of work cost $36 bil-
lion. Well, more than that, 
actually, as the projects 
were paid for with bor-
rowed money, so the costs 
bear interest over time. 

Historically, such part-
nerships began as a way 
for governments to sell off 
profitable assets, usually 
to friends and supporters, 
for short-term injections of 
cash and long-term profits 
to benefactors. 

Despite the misgivings 
of many, it’s a practice that 
remains in place today, as 
with Kathleen Wynne’s 
determination to strip the 
public of its hydro assets 
in a bid to fake a balanced 
budget and somehow win 
next year’s election.

Public-private partner-
ships have been used by 
politicians as a form of off-
book accounting to make it 
appear as if public spend-
ing and deficits were lower 
than they actually were 
– but then public auditors 
forced governments to in-
clude these obligations on 
their books.

P3 proponents then 
claimed that their projects 

could be less expensive, 
more innovative, speedier, 
and more accountable than 
public service delivery 
– but a string of failures, 
delays, little transparency, 
and secretive deals proved 
these claims wrong. 
Most recently, P3 advocates 
have acknowledged that 
they cost more, but they 
try to justify these deals by 
claiming that P3s transfer 
massive amounts of risk 
from the public sector to 
the private sector. By using 
highly questionable value-
for-money accounting, 
they claim that the higher 
costs of P3s, particularly 
on the financing side, are 
offset by transferring colos-
sal amounts of risk to the 
private sector. 

Never mind that public 
projects tend to be very 
low risk undertakings, with 
profits generally guaran-
teed by the public purse 
and monopoly powers, the 
value-for-money proposi-
tion itself is suspect.

Take, for instance, a 
study done in 2016 by Uni-
versity of Waterloo political 
scientist Heather White-
side:

“As opposed to cost sav-
ings, it is far more common 

that policy documents jus-
tify P3 use on the grounds 
that they deliver ‘value 
for money’ (VfM). Under-
standing what exactly VfM 
means in practice and in 
technical detail, however, 
requires deciphering what 
a Scottish auditor once 
famously called ‘pseudo-
scientific mumbo jumbo.’

It turns out that for On-
tario and the rest of Cana-
da, in most cases the entire 
VfM basis of choosing a P3 
over the traditional model 
rests on the claim that it 
uniquely provides for ‘risk 
transfer.’ The argument is 
twofold: that P3s insulate 
the public from unneces-
sary and unexpected costs 
and that by linking private 
partner compensation 
to the acceptance of risk 
there will be an incentive 
to find project efficiencies 
and ensure quality deliv-
ery. In this sense, P3 is an 
insurance policy taken out 
(and paid for) by the public 
sector,” she writes. “Argu-
ments such as these ignore 
the longstanding prac-
tice of transferring risks 
through traditional forms 
of procurement.”

Dropping the ball finan-
cially – selling off assets 

at bargain prices is not 
uncommon, a trend that’s 
hard to call coincidence – 
is just one part of the equa-
tion. 

At the federal level, we 
had the previous govern-
ment continually push-
ing for the sale of assets, 
including real estate hold-
ings, as a way to shrink 
government and to make 
up for shortfalls in a policy 
that combined lower taxes 
(particularly for the upper 
brackets and corporations) 
with massive spending 
increases, largely to buy 
votes and support ideologi-
cally acceptable programs.

The federal government 
is not alone in failing the 
public trust, of course. 

We don’t trust govern-
ments to uphold the public 
good, because they usually 
don’t.

We don’t trust corpora-
tions to do what’s right, 
because they don’t.

Given the increasing cor-
poratist state, that puts us 
in something of a bind.

Ideally, we would strip 
away corporate power to 
have any say in public 
policy and elections, par-
ticularly the oft-exercised 
ability to buy politicians 

through donations. Like-
wise, we should get rid of 
the revolving door between 
the ranks of large corpora-
tions and the senior public 
service. The same goes for 
the overlap of consultants. 

To curtail the ever-
growing damage done by 
corporate power, we would 
have to rely on government 
controls. But, having been 
co-opted by corporations, 
politicians and bureaucrats 
do just the opposite. We 
don’t trust in governments’ 
ability to do the right thing. 

The answer may lie in 
reducing the power of both 
the private and public sec-
tors. Neither will do so will-
ingly. Corporations have a 
vested interest in keeping 
down the path to oligopo-
listic control. Governments 
that are supposed to pre-
vent that show no interest 
in doing so, especially as 
the place to start is to ban 
business involvement in 
the political process, espe-
cially donations.

Debates over the bal-
ance of over the conditions 
needed to safeguard de-
mocracy usually concen-
trate on where the money 

Do you expect much activity at the NHL trade deadline?

“I do for sure. I think it’ll be interesting to see 
what happens with some goalies. Goalies can 
make or break a team.”

 » Jake Redpath

“I say no, there won’t be any action. With the 
salary cap and so much parity in the league, 
they’re all hanging on to their players.”

 » Rob Stroh

“I think there will be. I hope Vancouver does 
something with their goaltending. Like 
anything, I’ll just have to wait and see.”

 » Sandy Hamilton

“I do. As a kid I would take the day off and 
make a deal about it. A lot of teams are on the 
fence. It’s quiet now. I think the day before or 
the day of it’s going to pick up.”

 » Matt Lanteigne

“Yes I do, but not for Toronto. Some other 
teams are going to make some trades, I 
absolutely believe it.”

 » Ray Bullock

“The Western media won’t be saying that sort of thing about the inevitable deaths of innocent civilians during the retaking of Mosul...” Gwynne Dyer | 6
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NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Kurds are likely to get 
shafted in the shuffle ... again
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T HE HO M E  OF  L IVE  C OUN T RY MUS IC

CALL AHEAD FOR ADVANCED SEATING.
FOOD AVAILABLE BEFORE, DURING & AFTER THE SHOW 

Don’t miss these great shows!

FEATURING Fiddlin’ Sam Leitch (Stompin’ Tom)

OLD TIME 
COUNTRY, 
FIDDLIN’, 
SQUARE DANCIN’ 
& FUN.   

$10TI
CK

ET
S

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26th

Don’t miss these great shows!

1303 Maryhill Rd., Maryhillcommercialtavern.ca 519-648-3644

DOORS OPEN @ 2:30pm3:00pm – 6:00pm ALL SHOWS

GOLDEN COUNTRY 
CLASSICS BAND 

FEATURING LINDSEY BECKETT, JENNA LEDUC, AND JAY RIEHL

$15TI
CK

ET
S

SUNDAY, MARCH 5th

THORN & ROSES

ENJOY THE BLUEGRASS AND COUNTRY SONGS & STORIES FROM 
THESE FINE CANADIAN COUNTRY MUSIC HALL OF FAMERS

$25TI
CK

ET
S

SUNDAY, APRIL 2nd

GOOD BROTHERS

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

SLICED SMOKED TURKEY BREAST $7.49/lb. Reg.$8.99/lb.

FRESH PORK TENDERLOIN $3.99/lb. Reg.$4.99/lb.

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - NOON

Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

SLICED HAM KEILBASSA $3.99/lb. Reg.$4.75/lb.

FEATURE ITEM:

SMOKED 
PORK CHOPS 

$299
/lb. Reg.

$3.59/lb.

the Syrian rebels for years, 
has switched sides. It sees 
a semi-independent Kurd-
ish state in northern Syria 
as a bigger threat to its ter-
ritorial integrity than ei-
ther IS or the Assad regime 
in Damascus. And it ap-
pears to have made a deal 
with Russia that will give it 
a free hand to destroy the 
Syrian Kurds.

It is not clear whether 
the Turkish army can actu-
ally do that without tak-
ing very large casualties, 

but it’s probably going to 
try. This means that the 
United States will have to 
choose between its ally of 
the past four years, the Syr-
ian Kurdish army, and its 
faithless NATO ally, Tur-
key. It will probably choose 
Turkey, because it is more 
important, and abandon 
the Kurds to their fate.

The Kurds are used to 
being betrayed, so they 
won’t even be surprised. 
But it does mean that de-
stroying Islamic State in 
Syria will have to wait for 
a while.

Absent for some years, severe famine is widespread in Africa again, 
with some 1.4 million children at imminent risk of death in Nigeria, 
Somalia, South Sudan and Yemen.

 » Insolvency trustee Ted Michalos notes that one in four people who file for 
insolvency in Ontario use payday loans, a 38% increase in the last two years, as more 
people rely on predatory loans to pay off previous high-interest loans

“The increased use of payday loans among already heavily 
indebted Ontarians is frightening,” says Ted Michalos. “Payday 
loans have become the straw that breaks the camel’s back for 
many people, leading to an alarming increase in the percentage of 
payday loan induced insolvencies.”

 » From the Feb. 28, 2004 edition of The Observer

Export bans, related to mad cow-disease or Bovine Spongiform 
Encephalopathy, were the determining factor in the axing of 40 
workers at an Elmira pet food facility Feb. 20. DLM Canada, located 
on Arthur Street in Elmira, issued severance packages to employees 
– some of which had been laid off since August – with no chance 
of recall.

KANNON: The system is gamed 
to ensure the public loses
FROM | 7

goes as it applies to politi-
cal institutions and organi-
zations such as parties and 
trade unions. The ques-
tions of power and how 
to limit and check it and 
make it behave in demo-
cratically acceptable ways 
are applied to these institu-
tions, but corporations are 
almost never considered.

Where rules and regula-
tions are applied, they’re 
usually ineffective, delib-

erately made dense and 
unwieldy to serve the 
joint purpose of being 
easily avoided by large 
corporations with the legal 
resources and generating 
a large oversight body – 
often drawn from the cor-
porations themselves – to 
swell the ranks of official-
dom, the number-one goal 
of all bureaucracies.

Absent determined 
political pressure from 
the public, nothing will 
change. 

Your community
delivered.
Your community

You can keep up with the community in 
print or online or on social media. 
You can support local journalism by
supporting our advertising partners.

        @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra        @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra
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SPORTS
BASKETBALL / INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

Wheelchair basketball athlete 
Katie Harnock calls it a career
After a dozen years playing for Team Canada, Elmira woman looks forward to slowing down

LIZ BEVAN

GALEA | 10

OPEN
COUNTRY

Old-school 
sportsman 
finds an 
upside to 
technology

AS A MIDDLE-AGED OUT-
DOORSMAN, trying to 
make my way through an 
ever-increasing Internet 
world, I struggle with 
many things. For instance, 
why do so many people 
use Facebook but so few 
people actually bury their 
face in a book? 

Nevertheless, I am start-
ing to see that even the 
most traditional outdoors 
enthusiast can learn a 
thing or two from the on-
line world. For example, 
here’s one thing I’ve 
learned about outdoors fo-
rums: if you ever go to one 
and notice someone on 
the forum who dominates 
the site and has posted 
thousands of posts, that’s 
the person who probably 
hasn’t actually been out-
side since 1987.

There are times when 
certain aspects of the 
Internet prove useful, 
however. Recently, my 
kids turned me onto Ins-
tagram and, as a fly tyer 
and angler, I am finding 
it useful and interesting. I 
get to see the work of some 
very skilled tyers and learn 
about fly patterns that are 
used with some success 
around the world.

My own page (algon-

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

AFTER MORE THAN A de-
cade representing Canada 
on the national wheelchair 
basketball team, Elmira’s 
Katie Harnock is ready for 
a change. 

She has officially retired 
from the team just ahead of 
this year’s training camp, 
and she says she can look 
back on her career with a 
sense of accomplishment.

“I remember the first 
game I actually played in. 
Things like that seem so 
long ago and still stick out 
pretty well in my mind. I 
think the high would be 
winning (the Wheelchair 
Basketball World Champi-
onships) in 2014, though. 
Especially in Canada,” she 
said. “We won the world 
championships in Amster-
dam in 2006, but I was so 
new that I was just kind of 
blown away by everything. 
I was certainly more in-
volved in 2014. That defi-
nitely sticks out.”

While playing for Team 
Canada, Harnock has won 
two world championships, 
and silver medals at the 
2015 Toronto Parapan Am 
Games, the 2011 Guadala-

jara Parapan Am Games 
and the 2007 Rio Parapan 
Am Games.

Not every big game in 
her career has resulted in a 
medal or a world champi-
onship, however.

“I feel accomplished, 
but I think not winning 
a Paralympic medal (in 
2016) sticks out a little bit. 
I can’t complain about the 
opportunities I have had, 
though, and the things that 
I have been able to do and 
the great people that you 
meet,” she said.

Now that her jersey is 
on the shelf, she may look 
into coaching or mentoring 
other players, but for now, 
Harnock says she wants to 
start doing the things many 
people take for granted.

“Now that I am not trav-
elling so much, and kind 
of settling in, I want to do 
things that other people 
get to do. I would love to 
help out, though, in what-
ever capacity they need it,” 
she said. “The things I am 
looking forward to doing 
now are things that people 
think are ridiculous. I am 
looking forward to things 
like getting a dog. I am 
disproportionately excited 

Elmira’s Katie Harnock retired from the Canadian Women’s Wheelchair Basketball team this 
month. She joined in 2005, and has gone on to win two world championships and several 
medals at Parapan Am Games. [SUBMITTED]
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about getting a dog, but it 
is about things like getting 
an apartment or a house, 
settling down, going to 
the St. Jacobs market and 
things that I have never 
done before because I was 

always travelling and was 
never around.”

She says her focus has 
changed, and her priori-
ties are a bit different after 
playing for Team Canada 
for 12 years. 

“When you are younger, 
the medals probably mean 
more than they should, 
and now when I think 
about my career, I think 
about the people I met, 
the coaches I have had 
and the people that I will 
still stay in contact with,” 
she shared. “It is those 
relationships with the 
people that I have been 
able to meet all over the 
world. I will take that with 
me more than any kind of 
medal or trophy.”

She also has a bit of ad-
vice for those who want to 
follow her example – love 
the game and play as much 
as you can. 

“I never really thought 
about making the national 
team while I was growing 
up, which I think makes me 
a bit of an outlier. I never 
set out to be on the team,” 
she said. “It just seemed so 
big and so ridiculous. The 
national team at the time 
were really, really good, 
so I didn’t give it much 
thought. I just enjoyed 
playing in the driveway, at 
school, anywhere I could 
get a game in. That was my 
focus and this is just where 
it took me.”

ELMIRA DISTRICT SEC-
ONDARY SCHOOL’S swim 
team wrapped up their 
season last week with both 
male and female swimmers 
competing well enough to 
attend the regional meet, 
but falling short of heading 

EDSS swim team finishes season with good showing at regionals
WHITNEY NEILSON to provincials.

Eight swimmers from 
EDSS swam in the Central 
Western Ontario Second-
ary Schools Association 
(CWOSSA) meet in Wilmot 
on Feb. 15.

“It went really well. All 
the kids got some excellent 
personal best times, but 

EDSS doesn’t have anyone 
moving on to OFSAA,” said 
coach Pam Germann.

She says they typi-
cally have a number of 
students who make it to 
the CWOSSA swim meet 
each year. Last season, one 
Elmira swimmer made it 
to the Ontario Federation 

of School Athletic Associa-
tions meet.

Elmira was represented 
at CWOSSA by their open 
girls’ medley team, their 
senior boys’ freestyle re-
lay team and two female 
swimmers from the medley 
relay, who had individual 
events as well.

To make it to that meet 
swimmers had to partici-
pate in Waterloo County 
Secondary School Athlet-
ics Association meets and 
either come first in their 
event or have a qualifying 
time at the WCSSAA meet, 

SWIM TEAM | 11
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quinflytyingsupply) is 
even accumulating a small 
following of dedicated fly 
tyers and there is a nice ex-
change of information that 
is not only instructional, 
but polite. 

There have been many 
highlights such as when I 
hit 250 followers or when I 
realized that I didn’t have 
to post something every 
evening. The high point, 
however, was when Snaz-

zyvomit decided to follow 
my Instagram page.

That’s right, Snaz-
zyvomit.

Snazzy-V, as I call him, 
is a fly angler from north-
ern California who is now 
waiting for his local rivers 
to “harsh their winter mel-
low.” Make no mistake; 
he appears to be a skilled 
angler and fly tyer, but, as 
you can see, his greatest 
talent is at making up re-
ally cool names.

How is this important?

Well, as a fly angler 
and fly tyer I’m always in 
search of very cool names 
for flies that I accidentally 
design. Take last week: I 
tied a fly whose materials 
included skunk hair, some 
muskrat dubbing, tinsel 
and hackles; and I tied it 
on the dining room table. 
It looked like it might have 
some promise too. This 
is solely based on my ex-
perience that brook trout 
or bass do not really care 
what a fly looks like so long 

as they are hungry and it 
passes within easy reach.

The problem is, as I’ve 
discussed before, unless 
you give a fly a cool and 
memorable name you 
won’t entice anyone to tie 
and fish it – and therefore 
it will not catch enough 
fish to become a household 
name, at least in the fly 
fishing community. And 
it’s every fly tyer’s dream 
to design a fly that it so 
well known that it can be 
prominently mentioned in 

his or her eulogy.
Try as I might, however, 

I could not find a cool 
name for my fly that fit. 

I think we can all agree 
“Jenn’s Annoyance” 
doesn’t quite cut it. “Jenn’s 
Fury” was a little closer 
to the mark, I guess. And 
I almost settled on “The 
Vacuum-attractor” but 
decided that name could 
apply to just about any fly 
I tied on the dining room 
table.

No matter; this is pre-

cisely where Snazzy-V 
comes in.

I figure next time I run 
into this problem I will 
consult with my esteemed 
Instagram colleague and, 
hopefully, come up with a 
suitable name for the fly – 
perhaps “Brookiebarf” or 
something equally elegant.

And once that is done, 
the whole Instagram ex-
perience will have been 
worth it, no matter what 
that guy with 10,000 posts 
on the forum says.

GALEA: The Internet offers fly tyers a chance to become a household name ... well, among anglers
FROM | 9

THE SCORE

THE WELLESLEY APPLE-
JACKS GOT off to a good 
start in the second round of 
the playoffs with a 2-1 vic-
tory over Paris on Tuesday 
night.

The squad advanced by 
defeating the Woodstock 
Navy Vets in six games in 
the opening round of the 
playoffs in the Provincial 
Junior Hockey League’s 
Doherty Division.

Wellesley moved on in 
style last Friday night, end-
ing the series with a deci-
sive 6-3 victory in Wood-
stock – just the comeback 

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Tyke: SELECT
Feb. 15 vs Flamborough
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Zack Forwell (3)
Assists: Cameron Fisher, 
Matt Kochut

Tyke: SELECT
Feb. 18 vs Brampton
Home: 5  Visitor: 2
Goals: Liam Straus, Zack 
Forwell (4)
Assists: Liam Straus, Lucas 
Frey, Mason Gear, Max 
Krasovec

Tyke: SELECT
Feb. 19 vs Oakville
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Liam Straus, Zack 
Forwell (2)
Assists: Evan Hall, Lucas 
Frey

Novice: LL#1
Feb. 18 vs Ayr
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Sam Houston, Jonah 
Schmidt
Assists: Finn Smith, Logan 
McCallum

Novice: LL#1
Feb. 19 vs LL#2
Home: 7  Visitor: 0
Goals: Sam Houston (3), 
Jonah Schmidt (3), Brody 
Habermehl
Assists: Thomas McCarthy, 
Austin Thompson, Matt 
Wilkie, Charlie Basler, 
Cooper Jones

Novice: LL#2
Feb. 18 vs Hespeler
Home: 1  Visitor: 5
Goals: Luke Forbes
Assists: Owen McAdam

Novice: MAJOR A
Feb. 13 vs Guelph
Home: 1  Visitor: 4
Goals: Adam Bloch
Assists: Caleb Paquet, Luke 
Wood

Novice: MAJOR A
Feb. 17 vs Guelph
Home: 4  Visitor: 5
Goals: Adam Bloch, Sutton 
Meier, Tristan Hill, Caleb 
Paquet
Assists: Tristan Hill, Carter 
Weir, Lucas Benham, Adam 
Bloch

Atom: LL#2
Feb. 19 vs Ayr
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Patrick McCarthy, 
Ben Lowther, Andrew 
Zettler
Assists: Owen Tettman (2), 
Ben Lowther

Atom: MINOR A
Feb. 18 vs Ancaster
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Ethan Burkholder, 
Josh Carson, Keaten Kidd
Assists: Brandon Fishman, 
Josh Carson (2)

Peewee: LL#1
Feb. 17 vs New Hamburg
Home: 5  Visitor: 4

Goals: Thomas Hill-Ring 
(3), Ryan Curtis (2)
Assists: Nicholas Ritchie, 
Jon Horst, Will McDougall, 
Emmett Weissenboeck

Peewee: LL#1
Feb. 18 vs New Hamburg
Home: 5  Visitor: 2
Goals: Thomas Hill-Ring , 
Josh Sager, Will McDougall, 
Ryan Curtis (2)
Assists: Nathan Whitton 
(2), Will McDougall, Ryan 
Curtis, Thomas Hill-Ring

Bantam: LL#1
Feb. 10 vs Ayr
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Matt Deyell, Danny 
Soehner (2)
Assists: Gavin Wright, 
Malcolm Sager, Dante 
Del Cul, Tyler Newton 
(2), Patrick Perry, Cole 
Brubacher

Bantam: MINOR A
Feb. 18 vs Dundas
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Michael Hayes, 
Kyler Austin (2), Owen Lee, 
Cameron Leonard
Assists: Cole Slade (2), Ben 
Fretz (3), Tyler Martin (2), 
Cameron Leonard
Shutout: James Berti

Midget: LL#2
Feb. 18 vs Tavistock
Home: 3  Visitor: 3
Goals: Ryan Parrot (2), Ben 
Weigel
Assists: Adam Anstett, 
Corbin Kaufman, Ben 
Weigel

TOURNAMENT

Peewee: LL#2
Oakridge House League 
Classic, London, Ont.
Feb. 10-12
Game 1 vs Barrie
Home: 6  Visitor: 1
Goals: Turner Duldhardt, 
Josh Moore (2), Ethan Murr, 
Gabe Hicknell, Liam Hunter
Assists: Jackson Smith, 
Andrew Buehler (4), Simon 
Grant, Ashton Weber, Gabe 
Hicknell, Adrian Kocan, 
Ethan Murr
Game 2 vs Oakville
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Josh Moore (2), 
Owen Hackert, Turner 
Duldhardt
Assists: Turner Duldhardt, 
Owen Hackert 
Game 3 vs London
Home: 4  Visitor: 6
Goals: Gabe Hicknell, Josh 
Moore, Turner Duldhardt, 
Ashton Weber
Assists: James McCormick, 
Liam Hunter, Jackson 
Smith, Owen Hackert
Game 4 vs Twin Centre
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Josh Moore (2), 
Gabe Hicknell
Assists: Owen Hackert, 
Ethan Murr, Josh Moore
Game 5 vs Tavistock
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Josh Moore (2), 
Daniel Grant
Assists: Owen Hackert, 
Turner Duldhardt

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: B
Feb. 19 vs Wilmot
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Brooke Kroetsch, 
Lexie de Jeu
Assists: Lexie de Jeu, 
Peyton Gaudet

Atom: LL
Feb. 18 vs Guelph
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Kayleigh Futher (2), 
Bella Roth

Assists: Nora Beatty, Bella 
Roth

Atom: B
Feb. 10 vs Guelph
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Claire Jacklin (2), 
Olivia Straus, Avery Grundy
Assists: Olivia Straus (2), 
Claire Jacklin, Tiana Bender, 
Charlotte McMillan
Shutout: Makenna Kroetsch

Atom: B
Feb. 15 vs Guelph
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Avery Grundy (2), 

Claire Jacklin (2), Kayla 
Sargent
Assists: Sara Forwell (2), 
Cara MacPherson, Claire 
Jacklin, Charlotte McMillan, 
Brienne Brezynskie
Shutout: Makenna Kroetsch

Peewee: LL
Feb. 18 vs Kitchener
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Kyla Bloch (2)
Assists: Payton Carn (2), 
Emily Sargent

Peewee: LL
Feb. 20 vs Wilmot
Home: 0  Visitor: 0
Shutout: Lauren Gerth

Bantam: B
Feb.16 vs Kitchener
Home: 0  Visitor: 1

TOURNAMENT

Atom: B
Walter Gretzky 36th 
Annual Tournament
Brantford, Ont.
Feb. 17-19

Game 1 vs Whitby
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Claire Jacklin (2), 
Claire Catton
Assists: Cara MacPherson, 
Charlotte McMillan
Shutout: Makenna Kroetsch
Game 2 vs Brantford
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Clair Jacklin (2), Cara 
MacPherson
Assists: Tiana Bender, 
Olivia Straus
Shutout: Makenna Kroetsch
Game 3 vs North Halton
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Claire Jacklin (2), 
Olivia Straus
Assists: Claire Catton, Olivia 
Straus, Cara MacPherson, 
Claire Jacklin, Sara Forwell, 
Tiana Bender
Game 4 vs North Halton
Home: 6  Visitor: 1
Goals: Claire Jacklin (3), 
Claire Catton, Olivia Straus, 
Sara Forwell
Assists: Olivia Straus (3), 
Carrie Schwindt (2), Brienne 
Brezynskie (2), Claire Jacklin 
(2), Kayla Sargent

ELMIRA 
JR. SUGAR 
KINGS

Midget: A
Feb. 14 vs Brampton
Home: 5  Visitor: 2
Goals: Bradley Hale, 
Noah Zeller (2), Cameron 
Brown (2)
Assists: Mitch Waters, Tyson 
Bender (2), Noah Zeller

ATOM SQUAD GOLDEN IN BRANTFORD

The Woolwich Wild Atom B Team won gold at the 36th annual Walter Gretzky Tournament in Brantford, Feb. 17-19. The 
girls we undefeated the entire tournament. Front row: Charlotte McMillan, Carrie Schwindt, Cara MacPherson, Brienne 
Brezynskie, Olivia Straus, Sara Forwell. Middle row: Claire Catton, Kayla Sargent, Makenna Kroetsch, Tiana Bender, Reese 
Talbot, Claire Jacklin. Back row: Walter Gretzky, Chris McMillan, Brian Straus, Brad Talbot, Eric Schwindt. [SUBMITTED]

Jacks take opening game of second round playoff series
Having dispatched Woodstock in six games during the first series, Wellesley is now up against the Paris Mounties

LIZ BEVAN the team needed. 
“Going down there after 

that overtime loss at home, 
we definitely didn’t want to 
have to play a game seven 
back in Wellesley, so we 
are quite pleased with how 
they came out. We played 
a really solid first period, 
and took them out of the 
game,” said head coach 
Brad Gerber. “They had a 
bit of a burst in the second 
period there, and they got 
the lead on us a couple of 
times, actually, but the 
third period, we are very 
pleased with the way we 
finished the game. We did 
what we had to, to finish 

the series.”
Scoring started on the 

power play from Brenden 
Goran, assisted by Mark 
Lebold. Woodstock took 
the lead with back-to-back 
goals from Austin Sine to 
open the second period, 
but the Jacks brought it 
back to a tie with another 
power play marker, this 
time from Alex Uttley with 
help from Kyle Soper. 

Woodstock pulled ahead, 
but only for a few minutes 
with a goal from Austin 
Richardson. Wellesley’s 
Goran scored his second of 
the game to bring the game 
back to even. 

To make it a hat trick, 
Goran got the puck past 
Woodstock goalie Mike 
Harrison on the power play, 
putting Wellesley back in 
the lead. They would stay 
ahead for the rest of the 
game, with two more goals, 
the first unassisted from 
Jordan Hoekstra and the 
second from Brady Gerber.

“We knew going into the 
series that Woodstock was 
going to be a tough team. 
Even though they finished 
lower than us in the stand-
ings, they work hard and 
they skate well. They are 
also coached well and I give 
that team a lot of credit,” 

said Gerber. “They play 
tough in their own rink and 
we had to be on our best 
every game. Nothing came 
easy for us, and I am glad 
that the guys just man-
aged to play through. They 
played through some ad-
versity, some injuries, and 
overall, I give Woodstock a 
lot of credit, but I am glad 
we are moving on.”

The pressure is back 
on, however, now that 
Wellesley is up against 
the Mounties. Paris has 
home ice advantage for the 
series with four of seven 
games on their home ice, 
and ahead of Tuesday’s 

game, Gerber said the goal 
was to make sure to win 
at least one game on the 
road. They won Game 1, 
and now, the team will be 
heading back home for a 
7:30 p.m. start in Wellesley 
on Feb. 24.

Gerber says they can’t 
take their foot off the gas 
pedal, though. 

“They are fast, they have 
guys that will hurt you if 
you make mistakes. We 
have to be careful about 
what we do with and with-
out the puck. You can’t 
turn the puck over in bad 

JACKS | 11
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SUGAR KINGS HEAD 
COACH Ty Canal says he 
wants more of what he 
saw this weekend when 
it comes time for playoff 
hockey.

The Kings started their 
weekend with a shutout in 
Waterloo, following that 
with a Family Day victory 
over the Kitchener Dutch-
men back in Elmira. 

Goalie Tyler Mazzocato 
had his first career shut-
out against the Siskins 
on Saturday night, while 
Ethan Skinner earned 
himself a hat trick in the 
4-0 win. Canal says it was 
a full team effort. 

“We got off to a good 
start. We were able to 
score first and that was 
the key. We got some good 
goaltending from Maz-
zocato. He made some big 
saves on a couple of break-
aways,” he said. “We were 
just running momentum 
off each other. We hadn’t 
done that in a while. We 
had one line carry the flow 

places against them,” he 
said. “Paris’ transition 
game is very good. They 
jump on you with three on 
twos and two on ones. We 
just have to execute with 
and without the puck.”

With such a tight sched-
ule, the Jacks don’t have 
time to get too many prac-
tices in between games. 
Gerber says they don’t have 

A DECIDEDLY LOW-TECH 
GAME with plenty of local 
flavour is seeing something 
of a resurgence lately, 
which suits crokinole 
board-maker Willard Mar-
tin just fine.

He took over his father’s 
business in 1993, and since 
then he says things have 
grown exponentially. 

“I remember when we 

Sees public looking for ways to disconnect with tech

LIZ BEVAN started 50 years ago, when 
my dad started making 
boards, he was producing 
about one-tenth of what 
we do now every year,” 
he said. “Now, there are a 
number of different manu-
facturers that are making 
crokinole boards. I know 
one manufacturer who is 
back-ordered two months. 
I am not that bad, but I am 
working very steadily.”

In recent years, the game 

has spiked in popularity. 
Martin says he thinks the 
public is trying to discon-
nect a bit from the technol-
ogy that surrounds us. 

“I really think people are 
getting fed up with bat-
teries and screens – those 
kinds of games. It is just 
great for the family and it 
is really fun. I think some 
people are trying to move 

Demand for the crokinole 
keeps board maker busy

CROKINOLE | 28

Kings continue strong play, posting 
another winning weekend

HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Wins over Waterloo and Kitchener come as team looks to peak going into the final games of the season, playoffs

LIZ BEVAN and then the next picked 
it up. That is how we need 
to keep playing.”

Skinner started scor-
ing for the Kings in the 
second after a 0-0 first 
period, assisted by Jake 
Brown and Austin Ulett. 
Quinten Bruce added to 
the tally a few minutes 
later. Skinner scored his 
second of the night from 
Andrew McIntyre to close 
out the second period. For 
the third time that night, 
Skinner scored, but this 
time on the power play, 
assisted by Bruce and 
Brown. 

On Monday, more than 
1,100 hockey fans filed 
into the Woolwich Memo-
rial Centre to watch the 
Sugar Kings defeat the 
Kitchener Dutchmen 5-1 
in a matinee game. 

The game started out a 
bit sloppy for the Kings, 
but they seemed to find 
their groove in the second 
period. It was the same 
story as Saturday night. 
After a scoreless first pe-
riod, the Kings started the 

JACKS: Back in action on home 
ice Friday night for Game 2
FROM | 10 much they need to prac-

tice, though – just a couple 
of little things. 

“You only have two 
weeks to finish a series, 
and if it goes to seven 
games that is pretty much 
every other day,” he said. 
“But, it is the time of year 
that whoever makes the 
least mistakes gets it done. 
Those teams that are keep-
ing mistakes to a mini-
mum, those are the teams 

win and Bruce, both on 
the power play, to close 
out the second. Keanan 
Stewart and Matt Murray 
notched the only goals in 
the third period, leaving 
the final score at 5-1.

“Reinhart made some 
saves that we really 
needed early on. The first 
period wasn’t great, but 
we got it together in the 
second. I think that first 
goal for us in the sec-
ond really settled things 
down and we were able 
to build off that. I think 
we play differently when 
we score first. We get that 
confidence,” said Canal. 
“We were lucky enough to 
get the first goal on Mon-
day and that just slowed 
things down for us. We 
were able to play more 
defensively and take our 
chances when we could. 
Our penalty kill had to be 
strong and luckily we were 
able to clear some pucks 
and not give too many 
chances to Kitchener. 
Jonny was there when we 
needed him in the second 
and third period.”

With Monday’s win, 
starting goalie Jonathan 
Reinhart broke his own 
franchise record of 29 

wins in a single season.
With only two more 

games left in the regular 
season, Canal says as long 
as they keep playing the 
way they did in the last 
two games, the post sea-
son should go well. 

“We had that consisten-
cy, we did the little things 
better, especially on Mon-
day. We just need to keep 
that kind of mentality be-
cause that is what it takes 
to win in the playoffs,” he 
said. “Playoffs have been 
on our mind for a while. 
We are just trying to gear 
up for that. We are look-
ing for the same type of 
game that we played this 
past weekend. Skinner got 
the hat trick on Saturday, 
Reinhart broke his own 
record for 29 wins in the 
regular season. Mazzocato 
got his first career shutout 
on Saturday, so overall it 
was a good weekend for 
us.”

The Kings will face off 
against the Cambridge 
Winter Hawks on Satur-
day night in Cambridge 
before heading back home 
for their final game of the 
regular season against 
the Stratford Warriors at 2 
p.m. in Elmira.

which was held before 
Christmas.

EDSS hosted three meets 
this season at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre, which 
they used to get seed times 
for the WCSSAA meet on 
Dec. 20, as well as for the 
new swimmers to get used 

to a racing environment.
The team was focused on 

individual goals, improving 
their times from meet to 
meet. Just from the first to 
the second meet Germann 
says she saw many swim-
mers making significant 
improvement.

“I think we had a really 
inclusive year where peo-

ple felt really comfortable 
on the team and really had 
an enjoyable season this 
year, wanting to come back 
to practices even after they 
were not moving on to the 
next meet,” Germann said.

She commends Grade 9 
swimmer Grace Parker and 
Grade 10 swimmer Carmen 
Read, who both excelled in 

their personal events this 
season.

Germann notes she’s 
proud of the entire team’s 
efforts this season.

“I’m hopeful that the posi-
tive atmosphere that we had 
with our swim team will 
have lots of returning swim-
mers as well as some fresh 
swimmers out next year.”

SWIM TEAM: Coach hopes to build on strong season next year
FROM | 9

count with a marker from 
McIntyre, assisted by 
Ulett. Kitchener evened 
the tally with a shorthand-

ed, unassisted goal. 
Elmira quickly took 

back the lead with goals 
from Jeremey Good-

Elmira’s Willard Martin has been making crokinole boards for more than 30 years and he says business is only getting busier.  
[LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Elmira Sugar Kings’ Klayton Hoelscher goes after the puck in the team’s 5-1 win over the 
Kitchener Dutchmen on Monday afternoon. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]



12 | VENTURE THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2017

VENTURE

FIELD
NOTES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

MOST PEOPLE DRIVEN TO 
buy local food and beverag-
es have clear expectations.

They figure the ingredi-
ents in the products they’re 
purchasing will be grown 
or raised within a certain 
distance of their homes 
– say, within 100 miles, a 
classic definition of “local.”

And they’d like to think 
that if they really wanted 
to, they could drive by the 
farms where the ingredi-
ents were grown, or raised, 
and have their belief in 
local confirmed. But as 
commodities become pro-
cessed goods, remaining 
true to a strict definition of 
local isn’t so easy.

Take craft beer, for ex-
ample. For most brands, 
once you get past its wa-
ter source, you’ll be hard 
pressed to find significant 
Ontario content.

Availability is increasing 
for some essential ingredi-
ents such as local hops and 
yeast, thanks to efforts by 
the province, the Ontario 
Hops Growers Associa-
tion and others. Yet barley 
development is trailing 
behind.

Even though Ontario 
farmers grow about 115,000 
acres of barley, most of it 
goes to livestock feed and 
human consumption. Only 
when oats and barley came 
under the auspices of the 
Grain Farmers of Ontario 

Local 
barley for 
local craft 
beer

ROBERTS | 14

Get the settlement you deserve. NO FEES UNTIL YOUR CASE IS SETTLED.

“Committed to Your Future” – Rob Deutschmann

 HAVE YOUR LONG TERM DISABILITY BENEFITS BEEN DENIED?  
DON’T FACE YOUR SITUATION ALONE.

519-742-7774  •  www.deutschmannLAW.com
Serving Waterloo Region for 22 Years • Home and Hospital Visits Available

PERSONAL INJURY & DISABILITY LAWYER 
Motor Vehicle Claims • Serious Injuries • Long Term Disability Denial

Deutschmann Law Professional Corporation
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WELLESLEY-BASED NA-
TUROPATHIC DOCTORS 
AMANDA Ferris and Lind-
say Bast have teamed up to 
bring a variety of health-re-
lated services and products 
under one roof on Mar. 4.

The duo is hosting the 
first Wellesley Health Fair 
at the Wellesley Commu-
nity Centre, for a full day of 
educational seminars. The 
fair is free to attend and 
there will also be business-
es and health care practi-
tioners with booths set up 
providing information and 
resources, on everything 
from organic farming to 
mental health services. 

Ferris has been working 
in Wellesley since 2008 and 
Bast since 2006.

“We wanted to work to-
gether and promote natu-

Health matters the focus 
of new event in Wellesley

Conventional and alternative practitioners will be under 
one roof next week for fi rst Wellesley Health Fair

OPTIONS / UNDER ONE ROOF

WHITNEY NEILSON

Wellesley naturopathic doctors Amanda Ferris and Lindsay Bast are hosting the first Wellesley Health Fair next week at the community centre. The event is free and you can drop in to visit the booths and listen to the free seminars. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

ropathic medicine in gen-
eral and then we wanted to 
do some kind of educating 
seminar, and the idea 
evolved,” Ferris said of how 
the idea came about. 

They originally only ap-
proached local health-re-
lated businesses or people 
who sell health products, 
but soon realized there 
were lots of not-for-profit 
organizations who were in-
terested in displaying their 
information as well.

“I had kind of been 
realizing as well about 
the time that Amanda ap-
proached me there was a 
lot of health-care-based 
businesses in Wellesley 
that I didn’t know about, 
so I assumed that other 
people didn’t know as well. 
So it serves as a networking 
thing for us with the other 
practitioners, but also to 

get the broader community 
involved,” Bast said.

His practice is located 
just a kilometre outside of 
the village on Greenwood 
Hill Road, but he says 
even he wasn’t aware of 
everything available in the 
downtown core.

Inspiring Minds will be 
offering a free place for 
children and parents to 
come play during the day, 
as part of their efforts to 
educate about healthy de-
velopment.

A personal trainer will be 
there as well as someone 
who teaches CPR.

And they have midwives 
coming from Milverton, 
as well as a doula for those 
who are pregnant.

“We hope that people 
will look at the schedule 
and go ‘oh I want to go to 
that talk’ and come to the 

fair around that time, me-
ander into the talk, go back 
out. The doors are just go-
ing to be open and it’s free 
to flow in and out,” Ferris 
said.

Lutherwood will be on 
site for those with mental 
health concerns. Ferris says 
including mental health 
professionals as well as 
public health in the fair 
were important elements.

“We like that idea of hav-
ing natural medicine right 
next to public health, that 
both of these services can 
work hand-in-hand for 
people and they don’t have 
to make a choice, one over 
the other,” Ferris said.

As the sole naturopathic 
doctors in the village, you 
might think they’d be com-
peting for clients. Instead, 
they’ve found they’re both 
serving a variety of people, 

but have carved out differ-
ent niches.

“Everybody kind of 
develops their own prefer-
ences along the way. Based 
on your clientele you may 
develop a certain niche 
population that you treat. 
I’ve started seeing more 
chronic degenerative dis-
eases in my practice and 
stress related things. And 
then I have a couple of as-
sessment tools in my office 
that I use that aren’t part 
of the core curriculum at 
naturopathic college,” Bast 
said.

Ferris has gone a differ-
ent route, following her 
strengths and passions. She 
does a lot of homeopathy, 
counseling and uses pri-
marily Bowen Therapy as 
her physical modality.

HEALTH FAIR | 14
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FEATURES:

*Offer valid February 1 to February 28, 2017. Credit is tax-inclusive and applies to the purchase, lease or finance of an eligible new 2017 vehicle from dealer inventory. In order to be eligible for this incentive, customers must trade in a vehicle that they 
own (vehicle must have been registered and insured in Canada in the customer’s name for the previous consecutive sixty (60) days) to the selling dealer OR terminate their existing lease (any brand) and re-lease an eligible new vehicle. Customers 
who are terminating an existing GMF lease must enter into a new GMF lease in order to qualify for the Trade-In Bonus Days Credit. Credit amount will vary depending on vehicle purchased: $1000 towards the purchase of a new 2017MY Chevrolet car, 
crossover, mid SUV, mid pickup, or full size van; or $1500 towards the purchase of a new 2017MY Chevrolet LD/HD pickup or full size utilities.  The following vehicles are excluded from this offer: Spark LS, Malibu L, Bolt EV, Camaro ZL1, Colorado 2SA.  
Customers who do not qualify for Trade In Bonus Days must add a down payment equivalent to the Trade In Bonus Incentive to achieve stated pricing.  Customers must take delivery on or before February 28, 2017 to be eligible for this incentive. Limited 
time offer may not be combined with certain other offers and cannot be redeemed for cash. General Motors of Canada Company reserves the right to modify, extend or terminate these offers, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. 
Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. Offer valid at participating dealers to eligible retail lessees in Canada who enter into a lease agreement with GM Financial and who accept delivery between February 1 to February 28, 2017. Eligible 
2017 Trax LS Air & Auto: Lease based on MSRP of $24,544 and either $1,000 manufacturer-to-consumer (tax inclusive) Trade-In Bonus or additional $1,000 down payment in lieu of Trade-in Bonus. Bi-weekly payment is $134 for 48 months at 0.5% 
interest rate on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. $0 down payment is required or equivalent trade is required.  ($1,000 down payment is required if not eligible for Trade-in Bonus. Total obligation is $13,951, plus applicable 
taxes. Option to purchase at lease end is $10,043. Eligible 2017 Cruze Sedan LT Auto. Lease based on MSRP of $24,544, either $1,000 manufacturer-to-consumer (tax inclusive) Trade-In Bonus or additional $1,000 down payment in lieu of Trade-in 
Bonus. Bi-weekly payment is $118 for 48 months at 0.5% interest rate on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. $0 down payment is required or equivalent trade is required.  ($1,000 down payment is required if not eligible for 
Trade-in Bonus). Total obligation is $12,262, plus applicable taxes. Option to purchase at lease end is $9,198. Eligible 2017 Silverado 1500 Double Cab Custom Edition 4WD. Lease based on MSRP of $44,869, $500 lease cash (tax exclusive), $2,500 
available manufacturer to dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive) and either $1,500 manufacturer-to-consumer (tax inclusive) Trade-In Bonus or additional $1,500 down payment in lieu of Trade-in Bonus. Bi-weekly payment is $198 for 48 months at 1.9% 
interest rate on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. $2,675 down payment is required or equivalent trade is required. ($3,675 down payment is required if not eligible for Trade-in Bonus. Total obligation is $23,304, plus 
applicable taxes. On all lease offers: Consumer may be required to pay Dealer Fees. Price and total obligation exclude license, insurance, PPSA, registration, taxes and optional equipment. Excess wear and tear charges not included. Other lease options 
are available. Dealers are free to set individual prices. See your dealer for conditions and details. As part of the transaction, dealer may request documentation and contact General Motors of Canada Company to verify eligibility. Annual kilometre limit 
of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometre. Security deposit may be required. Payment may vary depending on down payment/trade. 0% purchase financing offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 84 
months on a new or demonstrator 2017 CHEVROLET Equinox. Model shown may include optional equipment available at extra cost. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security 
deposit may be required. Monthly/Bi-weekly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $20,000 at 0.99% APR, the monthly payment is $247 for 84 months. Cost of borrowing is $748, 
total obligation is $20,748. Freight and air tax ($100, if applicable) included. Please see your dealer for the most accurate and up-to-date product and pricing details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered 
trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. $5,000 Cash Credit is a Manufacturer to Dealer, (Tax exclusive) credit and applies to cash purchases of new 2017 Chevrolet Equinox models at participating dealers in Canada. By selecting lease or finance offers, 
consumers are foregoing this $5,000 credit which will result in higher effective interest rates. Dealer may sell for less. Offer may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or 
terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without notice. See dealer for details.1U.S. Government 5-Star Safety Ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA’s) New Car Assessment Program (www.SaferCar.
gov).2Vehicle user interfaces are products of Apple and Google and their terms and privacy statements apply. Requires compatible smartphone and data plan rates apply.3Visit onstar.ca for coverage maps, details and system limitations. Service plan 
required. Available 4G LTE with Wi-Fi hotspot requires WPA2 compatible mobile device and data plan. Data plans provided by AT&T. Services vary by model, service plan, conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. OnStar with 4G LTE 
connectivity is available on select vehicle models and in select markets. Vehicle must be started or in accessory mode to access Wi-Fi.4The Chevrolet Equinox received the highest numerical scores among compact SUVs in the J.D. Power 2016 U.S. 
Vehicle Dependability Study, based on responses from 33,560 U.S. original owners of 2013 model-year vehicles after three years of ownership about problems experienced in the past 12 months, surveyed in October–December 2015. Your experiences 
may vary. Visit jdpower.com.5The Chevrolet Silverado 1500 received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles among large light duty pickups in the proprietary J.D. Power 2016 Initial Quality Study.SM Study based on responses from 84,367 
new-vehicle owners, measuring 244 models and measures opinions after 90 days of ownership. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of owners surveyed in February-May 2016. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.
com.6Requires Double Cab LTZ 2WD or Crew Cab Short Box LTZ 2WD with available 6.2L V8 engine and Max Trailering Package. Before you buy a vehicle or use it for trailering, carefully review the Trailering section of the Owner’s Manual. The weight of 
passengers, cargo and options or accessories may reduce the amount you can tow.7Based on WardsAuto.com 2016 Large Pickup segment and latest competitive information available at time of printing. Excludes other GM models.◊The Chevrolet Spark, 
Chevrolet Equinox (tie), Chevrolet Silverado HD and LD, and Chevrolet Tahoe received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles in their respective segments in the J.D. Power 2016 U.S. Initial Quality Study, based on 80,157 total responses, 
evaluating 245 models, and measures the opinions of new 2016 U.S. vehicle owners after 90 days of ownership, surveyed in February-May 2016. Your experiences may vary.  Visit jdpower.com. The Chevrolet Malibu, Chevrolet Equinox, Chevrolet 
Silverado HD, and Chevrolet Camaro received the highest numerical scores in their respective segments in the J.D. Power 2016 U.S. Vehicle Dependability Study, based on responses from 33,560 U.S. original owners of 2013 model-year vehicles after 
three years of ownership about problems experienced in the past 12 months, surveyed in October-December 2015. Your experiences may vary.  Visit jdpower.com **The 2-Year Scheduled Lube-Oil-Filter Maintenance Program provides eligible 
customers in Canada, who have purchased, leased or financed a new eligible 2017 MY Chevrolet, Buick, or GMC vehicle (excluding Spark EV), with an AC Delco oil and filter change, in accordance with the oil life monitoring system and the Owner’s 
Manual, for 2 years or 48,000KMs, whichever occurs first, with a limit of four (4) Lube-Oil-Filter services in total, performed at participating GM Dealers. Fluid top offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc. are not covered. 
This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. GM Canada reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. 
Additional conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ▲Whichever comes first. See dealer for limited warranty details.

2 5 5  YEARS/48,000 KM 
 COMPLIMENTARY 
OIL CHANGES**

  YEARS/160,000 KM 
 POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY▲

  YEARS/160,000 KM 
 ROADSIDE 
ASSISTANCE ▲

ALL ELIGIBLE MODELS COME WITH: 

        CHEVROLET 
 COMPLETE CARE 

CHEVROLET HAS RECEIVED MORE 2016 J.D. POWER INITIAL QUALITY AWARDS
AND VEHICLE DEPENDABILITY AWARDS THAN ANY OTHER BRAND.◊

“Highest Ranked City Car, Compact SUV (tie), Large Light Duty Pickup,  
Large Heavy Duty Pickup and Large SUV in Initial Quality in the U.S.”◊

“Most Dependable Midsize Car, Compact SUV, Large  
Heavy Duty Pickup, and Midsize Sporty Car in the U.S.”◊

DISCOVER THE  
    ADVENTURES AHEAD.

TRADE IN TODAY, AND GET UP TO A $1,500 
BONUS ON YOUR NEW ELIGIBLE VEHICLE

THE NEW 2017 TRAX LS AIR & AUTO FWD 
LEASE $134 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:

MONTHS*WEEKLY LEASE APR

$67 @ 0.5% FOR 48  48  INCLUDES  

 $1,000  
TRADE-IN BONUS 

NHTSA OVERALL VEHICLE 5-STAR SAFETY SCORE
₁

STANDARD APPLE CARPLAY™2 AND ANDROID AUTO™2  
AND ONSTAR® 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT 3 
AVAILABLE ALL-WHEEL DRIVE 

 

FEATURES:

TRAX PREMIER MODEL SHOWN

ONTARIOCHEVROLETDEALERS.CA

WE WANT YOUR TRADE. NOW EXTENDED UNTIL FEBRUARY 28TH.

CRUZE PREMIER RS MODEL SHOWN

INCLUDES  

$1,000  
TRADE-IN BONUS 

NHTSA OVERALL VEHICLE 5-STAR SAFETY SCORE 1 

STANDARD APPLE CARPLAY™2 AND ANDROID AUTO™2 CAPABILITY 
AND ONSTAR 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT 3

10 AIRBAGS 
REMARKABLE FUEL EFFICIENCY 5.9L/100KM HWY

FEATURES:

$59      0.5%            48
MONTHS*WEEKLY LEASE APR

LEASE $118 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:
2017 CRUZE LT AUTO

@ FOR

2017 SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB CUSTOM

“HIGHEST RANKED LARGE LIGHT DUTY PICKUP IN INITIAL  
QUALITY IN THE U.S.” BY J.D. POWER IN 20167 
NHTSA OVERALL VEHICLE 5-STAR SAFETY SCORE

₁

AVAILABLE BEST-IN-CLASS TOWING UP TO 12,500 LB. (5670 KG)8,9

REMARKABLE FUEL EFFICIENCY 10.7L/100KM HWY

FEATURES:

INCLUDES 

$1,500  
TRADE-IN BONUS 

EQUINOX PREMIER MODEL SHOWN

2017 EQUINOX

PLUS GET  

$1,000  
TRADE-IN BONUS 

0% (3.4 %)84
FINANCING APRMONTHS

PLUS $2,000
FINANCE CASH

IN CASH
CREDITS*

$5,000

FOR

OR

$99       1.9%            48
$2,675

MONTHS*

DOWN PAYMENT

WEEKLY LEASE LEASE RATE

@ FOR

WITH

(2.8 %)
APR

LEASE $198 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:

“MOST DEPENDABLE COMPACT SUV IN THE U.S.” BY J.D. POWER IN 20166 

ONSTAR 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT₃ SIX AVAILABLE ACTIVE SAFETY FEATURES  
STANDARD REAR VISION CAMERA
REMARKABLE FUEL EFFICIENCY 7.5L/100KM HWY
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in 2015 did barley research 
finally have a commod-
ity group to champion its 
cause.

Today, most of the high-
quality barley malted 
for Ontario beer brewing 
comes from outside the 
province, typically western 
Canada. It’s a superb com-
modity, but it’s not consid-
ered local in the same way 
Ontario breweries in Elora, 
Waterloo, Guelph, Blyth 
and others consider their 
water local.

Now, a barley research 

program at the University 
of Guelph is aiming to open 
up the crop in Ontario, and 
in particular, help increase 
production and supply for 
the province’s 150-plus 
craft breweries.

In Guelph’s Department 
of Plant Agriculture, pro-
fessors Lewis Lukens and 
Ali Navabi are working to-
gether to improve existing 
barley genetics and develop 
new high quality, high 
yielding barley lines that 
can be malted for craft beer.

Disease resistance is a 
key to developing high-

quality malting barley in 
Ontario. Compared to west-
ern Canada, Ontario’s com-
paratively damp and hu-
mid environment can lead 
to a nasty disease called fu-
sarium head blight. So for 
his part, Navabi is focussed 
on developing two-row 
barley, which has a more 
open floret structure than 
six-row barley, and is less 
susceptible to fusarium 
taking hold.  

During the 2016 grow-
ing season, the first of the 
western varieties – about 
150 lines from Alberta 

and Manitoba – were field 
tested on a two-acre plot 
at Cribit Seeds, near Win-
terbourne. Navabi says it 
was a relatively disease-
free year, so fusarium 
resistance really couldn’t 
be determined. However, 
testing was conducted for 
other traits too, including 
yield, flowering, heading, 
height and physiological 
maturity.  

From this set, six lines 
will be tested this growing 
season for malting quality 
traits in collaboration with 
Agriculture and Agri-food 

Canada researchers in 
Manitoba, and further field 
testing this season. Tenta-
tive plans call for testing at 
Cribit Seeds again, as well 
as at Elora, Woodstock and 
Winchester, with 2-3 repli-
cations at each site.  

Navabi, who also holds 
the GFO-sponsored profes-
sorship in wheat breeding 
at the U of G, says their 
efforts are all part of the 
drive to promote new ge-
netic diversity in Ontario 
barley. He hopes to have 
new varieties in official 
Ontario registration trials 

in four years.
“Genetic improvement 

of barley in Ontario has 
a bright future,” he says. 
“Without genetic improve-
ment, the quality and 
productivity of the current 
crop will likely decrease 
gradually, although new 
disease pressures could 
cause a rapid decline.  
Improved variety develop-
ment will enhance barley 
yields and quality, and in-
crease their value.”

This research is funded 
by GFO, SeCan, and Grow-
ing Forward 2.

ROBERTS: Research into barley strains can help to localize ingredients in craft beer production
FROM | 12

Discover our award winning service, with 
3 Doctors of Audiology on Staff.

INVISIBLE. HASSLE FREE.
You can even wear them 
through activities such as: 

Daily with 
     NO HASSLES!

Showering 
Exercising

Sleeping

Clock Tower Wellness Centre
www.earandhearingclinic.com

69 Arthur St., S., Elmira | 519-669-4425

Celebrating 20 years in service as an 
Independently Canadian Operated Clinic

www.phonak.com

Finally an invisible hearing aid that you 
leave in your ear up to 3 months at a time. 

No more daily insertion nor changing 
batteries. And no one can see it!

Are you tired of changing batteries?

Are you worried if someone
can see your device?

Are you frustrated with trying to
get your hearing aids in?

COME IN

FREE
30 DAY TRIAL!PRESCRIPTION COST

$350 OFFPER
EAR

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY.

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com

Computer/Laptop/iPad Service: WE FIX ALL BRANDS

Apple
iPADs

$14999
from

Windows
LAPTOPS
$14999

from

Apple
MacBooks
$59999

from

HP Wireless
PRINTERS

$9999
from

LCD
MONITORS

$3999
from

Windows
DESKTOPS
$14999

from

Both will be participat-
ing in the seminars. 

Ferris speaks at 11:45 a.m. 
about allergies and how to 
use mind body medicine to 
help with stress and aller-
gies. Bast speaks at 1:15 p.m. 
about autoimmune disease 
and how some of the older 
therapies of naturopathic 
medicine can still be used, 
but with more modern sci-
entific testing.

The seminars will start 
at 9 a.m. and the last one 
begins at 2:30 p.m. ranging 

from organic food to diges-
tion to essential oils.

“Hopefully people find 
services they can use that 
they didn’t know existed in 
their backyard,” Ferris said.

The health fair runs Mar. 
4 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Wellesley Commu-
nity Centre. Admission is 
free but donations  to the 
Wellesley Community Food 
Cupboard will be gladly ac-
cepted. To see the full list 
of vendors and the seminar 
schedule visit www.aman-
daferrisnd.com or www.
greenwoodclinic.ca.

HEALTH FAIR: A spotlight on 
services available in the area
FROM | 12

BARNSWALLOW PLACE HELPS TO STOCK FOOD BANK SHELVES

The environmental team at Barnswallow Place Care Community in Elmira recently organized a Valentine’s Day food drive for Woolwich Community Services. More than 440 pounds of 
food was collected from residents, families and staff. Dean Barre, environmental services manager, and environment team members Debbie, Linda, Tina and Melinda load up the food 
collected. [SUBMITTED]
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done on microbe-based 
solutions for field crops, 
but less so for commercial 
greenhouses. Consequent-
ly, Metagenom Bio Inc. has 
focused primarily on the 
latter. 

The hydroponic grow-
ing methods often used in 
commercial greenhouses 
are a good fit for the com-
pany’s work because of 
how controlled the envi-
ronment and growing con-
ditions are. Being able to 
accurately measure micro-
bial communities makes 
developing precision solu-
tions much more effective. 

“Greenhouses are a very 
advanced way of growing 
food, but if a pathogen gets 
into that kind of closed en-
vironment it can devastate 
multiple generations of a 
crop,” says Trevor Charles, 
the company’s co-founder 
and resident “science guy.” 

“There’s certainly a need 
for controls. The goal of 
our products is to inoculate 
plants in order to reduce the 
amount of chemical that 
might be needed to as low a 
level as possible,” he adds.

Because the products 
being developed under the 
Metagenom Bio label are 
different from others on 
the market, says Charles, 
providing outreach and 
expertise to growers – or 
working with them to im-
plement an individualized 
growing strategy –is a criti-
cal part of their business.

Microbial communities 
are not just important to 
farming, so Metagenom Bio 
is also involved in the min-
ing industry, specifically by 

HEALTHY GROWING CON-
DITIONS ARE critical to the 
success of any crop, and 
chemicals designed to help 
plants grow and resist dis-
ease are common, useful 
tools for farmers – whether 
growing conventional, or-
ganic, indoor, or outdoor 
crops. 

Metagenom Bio Inc., 
however, is one company 
trying to help growers 
reduce their reliance on 
chemical controls. 

With help from Bioen-
terprise, an organization 
that supports the develop-
ment of agri-technology 
companies, through its 
Bioenterprise Seed Fund, 
Metagenom Bio Inc. uses 
improved microbe com-
munities to both enhance 
plant growth and reduce 
the impact of disease. 

“We’re what we like to call 
a ‘microbiome’ company,” 
says Patrick Ang, chief ex-
ecutive officer and the self-
identified “business guy” 
for Metagenom Bio Inc. 

“It’s genome sequencing. 
What we do is analyze the 
genetic sequence of micro-
bial communities on farms, 
take samples, and use that 
information to help plants 
grow better and protect 
them from pathogens right 
from the start; It’s preven-
tion instead of medica-
tion,” he explains.

Microbe-based solu-
tions mean farmers could 
spend less money and time 
on chemical inputs – like 
fungicides and other pesti-
cides – but still have confi-
dence that their crops will 
flourish.

Ang says there is already 
considerable work being 

Going O-Naturel: firm enhances 
naturally-occurring microbes
to aid greenhouse growers

MICROBES | 16TEMPEH | 16

A LOCAL FOOD COMPANY 
is expanding to meet grow-
ing demand for tempeh, 
a gut health-friendly soy 
food popular in healthy 
cuisine.

Henry’s Tempeh has 
just moved into new fa-
cilities in Kitchener and is 
expanding its processing 
capabilities to boost its 
production. 

This fermented food 
product, a staple in Indo-
nesian cuisine, is made 
from locally grown, certi-
fied organic Ontario soy-
beans and is available in 
five flavours at more than 
300 stores from Manitoba 
to Nova Scotia, as well as 
locally in Kitchener area 
shops and restaurants. 

Not only is Henry’s Tem-
peh minimally processed, 
but it’s more convenient 
than other tempeh prod-
ucts because it is pasteur-
ized and refrigerated, 
making it easier for con-
sumers to use, says one of 
the company’s owners. 

“Our tempeh offers a 
source of complete pro-
tein comparable to that 
of chicken or beef, and 
is ready to eat out of the 
package, making it very 
convenient,” explains 
Phil Diceanu. “It also 
has a shelf life of up to 
four months and it’s very 
versatile and easy to use, 
whether you’re frying, bak-
ing, or crumbling it.” 

“Our product speaks 
for itself when it comes to 
ease of use and its health 
benefits,” he believes, 
adding that Canadians are 
gradually becoming more 
aware of the potential pre-

sented by fermented food 
products, a category that 
also includes products like 
kimchee, miso and kefir.

Fermentation makes 
foods easier to digest, 
breaking down proteins 
into more basic amino ac-
ids that can be more read-
ily absorbed by the human 
body. 

Henry’s Tempeh was 
originally established in 
2002, but after working 
for the company as an 
employee upon his return 
from several years in Indo-
nesia, Diceanu’s business 
partner Paul Sauder pur-
chased the business when 
its founder retired four 
years ago. Diceanu and 

Jason Jurchuk bought in 
with Sauder this past year; 
both had also been em-
ployees of the business. 

Soy 20/20, a Guelph-
based organization that 
supports the development 
of new uses for Cana-
dian soybeans, has been 
helping Henry’s Tempeh 
with sales and marketing 
activities, as well as facili-
tating an introduction to 
Bioenterprise, where the 
company was able to ac-
cess some seed funding for 
their recent expansion. 

“Tempeh production 
can be tricky with a lot of 
things to consider, so a big 
goal for us to achieve was 
doubling our production 

capacity,” says Diceanu, 
adding the Bioenterprise 
seed funding was invalu-
able to automation, in-
creasing capacity, and sup-
porting food safety. 

Their next goal is to 
complete their Hazard 
Analysis Critical Control 
Point (HACCP) food safety 
processes certification, 
and develop a formal 
marketing plan that will 
include online promotion 
and presence at events and 
festivals. 

And they hope to keep 
their innovation pipeline 
busy too with plans to 
bring forward new tempeh 

Henry’s Tempeh Inc. owners Jason Jurchuk, Phil Diceanu and Paul Sauder at their Kitchener facility. [SUBMITTED]

Ontario soybeans helping to meet 
the growing demand for tempeh
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We Deliver!

helping mining companies 
monitor and clean up areas 
contaminated through Acid 
Rock Drainage – the outflow 
of acidic water from a mine. 

Both Ang and Charles 
say Metagenom Bio Inc. is 
still in its “startup” busi-
ness phase – the company 
launched in 2014 – but they 
are hoping to get products 
to the market very soon. 
They’re currently continu-
ing to build their knowl-
edge base through green-
house trials across Ontario.  

“Being able to sell in-
oculants and help growers 

food products to market, 
such as tempeh strips as a 
salad topper or a crumbled 
product that could be a 
protein source for vegetar-
ian pizzas, for example. 

“This is a good news 
story for the Canadian soy-
bean industry,” says Soy 
20/20’s Jeff Schmalz. “It’s 
truly a healthy product 
from a nutrition perspec-
tive and this represents a 
new and growing market 
opportunity for Canadian 
soybean growers to sup-

ply processors of specialty 
food products.”

Soy 20/20 is funded 
by Growing Forward 2, 
a federal-provincial-
territorial initiative. The 
Bioenterprise Seed Fund-
ing program is funded by 
the Government of Canada 
through the Federal Eco-
nomic Development Agen-
cy for Southern Ontario.

By Lilian Schaer for AgIn-
novation Ontario , a project of 
the Agri-Technology Commer-
cialization Centre (ATCC).

improve their farms is our 
immediate goal,” says Ang. 
“From there we just want to 
take it one step at a time.” 

The Bioenterprise Seed 
Fund is funded by the 
Federal Economic Develop-
ment Agency for Southern 
Ontario (FedDev Ontario) 
to help support the growth 
and expansion of start-ups 
and small-medium-sized 
enterprises in the agricul-
tural technology sector.  

By Matt McIntosh for AgInno-
vation Ontario, project of the 
Agri-Technology Commercial-
ization Centre (ATCC).

TEMPEH: Providing new outlets 
for Canadian soybean growers

MICROBES: Trials conducted to broaden firm’s knowledge base

FROM | 15

FROM | 15

Peppers in a greenhouse where microbes are being used to enhance the growing 
conditions. [SUBMITTED]
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

The entertainment value ain’t no con job
With The Sting, Elora Community Theatre set to stage a live version of the classic fi lm where not all is as it seems

WHITNEY NEILSON

ELORA COMMUNITY THE-
ATRE IS bringing the 1973 
film The Sting to the Fer-
gus Grand Theatre for two 
weekends of con artists, 
humour and hijinks. 

Directed by Jim 
Monaghan and Simon Lei-
bovitz, the play will be very 
similar to the movie.

“I’ve got the movie at 
home and I’ve compared. 
I’ve got, in fact, the book in 
my hand and I’ve listened 
to the dialogue and some 
of it’s spot on,” Monaghan 
said.

There are a couple of 
differences, one being the 
play version has a narra-
tor, who is an older woman 
recounting her part in the 
sting operation to a re-
porter. This turns out to be 
another sting at the end of 
the play, an aspect which is 
not in the movie.

Based on the screenplay 
The Sting by David Ward, 
audiences can expect a 
fast-paced show with a 
bevy of characters. It was 
written for more than 40 
characters, but Monaghan 
has consolidated it down to 
23 actors, half of whom are 
playing multiple roles.

“This play really jumps 
around a lot, which will 
keep people that watch the 
show interested because 
there’s no one scene that 
looks the same as the last 
one,” Monaghan said.

They’ve broke down 
the play into 50 different 
scenes and audiences will 
get to watch them switch 
sets right on stage, which 
will be choreographed and 
he says just as fun to watch 

as the show itself.
He submitted the play 

to the show selection com-
mittee for consideration 
because he enjoyed the 
movie when it came out 
and thought it was doable 
for ECT.

“There is certainly a lot 
of scenes and characters in 
it, but I still thought it was 
achievable and thought it 
would bring a lot of people 
into the theatre, and a lot 
of new people into the the-
atre that may remember 
the movie or heard about it 
and wanted to see the live 
version of it,” Monaghan 
said.

They started full run-
throughs of the show 
this month in their West 

Elora Community Theatre is bringing the 1973 film production of The Sting to the stage, including some 40 characters and 50 scenes. Here, John Settle as Hooker and William Brezden as 
Gondorff practice a scene at their West Montrose rehearsal space. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Here, Mary Ann Neville as the narrator, Mrs. Vanderkieft, tells her story to reporter Miss Hastings, played by Kim Young  – a part of the play 
that’s not in the movie. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Montrose rehearsal space, 
and so far he says it’s go-
ing well, even for those 
who have to keep multiple 
characters and their varied 
personalities separate.

“Everyone’s off book, 
everyone’s really picking 
up on their characters. The 
scenes are so small in a lot 
of cases they’re just carica-
tures, so I’m almost asking 
them to go over the top and 
get it to where we think it 
should be,” Monaghan said.

Set during the Great 
Depression, the story was 
inspired by real-life con 
artists Fred and Charley 
Gondorff. The show con-
tains a sting within a sting 
within a, well, you get the 
picture. And then at the 
very end when you think 
all the stings are done, they 
hit you with another one.

The play features toe-
tapping music like Scott 
Joplin’s famous The Enter-
tainer, as well as era-appro-
priate costumes and props, 
like old rotary phones.

“I think for those who’ve 
seen The Sting I think 
they’ll enjoy the live ver-
sion of it. For those who 
haven’t seen The Sting, it’s 
a very fast-paced, crime 
caper kind of like an older 
Oceans 11 and I think that 
the young and old will en-
joy the story and the whole 
gist of it.”

Elora Community 
Theatre’s The Sting runs 
Feb. 24-26 and Mar. 3-5 at 
the Fergus Grand Theatre 
with shows on Friday and 
Saturday at 8 p.m., as well 
as Saturday and Sunday 
at 2 p.m. For tickets call 
519-787-1981 or visit www.
fergusgrandtheatre.ca.

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

519-669-1079
Joseph Gingrich

1296 Balsam Grove, RR#2
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

DELIVERY OR PICKUPDELIVERY OR PICKUP

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Explore Your Mennonite Roots
...on a group tour in Russia & Ukraine,

Poland, or Germany & Switzerland.

Helping Anabaptists explore their heritage since 1970.

www.tourmagina�on.com 519 885-2522
519-206-0336 | Conestogo

• Residential and Commercial
• Sales, Service & Installation

FINANCING AVAILABLE – CALL FOR DETAILS!

www.koebelhcm.com

Book
Today!
Book
Today!
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CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

PUBLIC NOTICE

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE
TAKE NOTICE  that pursuant to the Funer-
al Burial and Cremation Services Act, 
RSO 2012 Meadow Grove Mennonite 
Church has made an application to the 
Township of Woolwich to construct a 
church (meeting house) and a cemetery 
associated with the horse and buggy 
community at 5800 Weisenberg Road. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION interested 
parties may contact the Meadow Grove 
Mennonite Church at 519-836-5494.
Or make written submissions to the 
Registrar, Cemeteries Regulation Unit, 
Ministry of Government and Consumer 
Services, 5775 Young Street 15th Floor, 
Toronto, On. M7A 2E5

HORSES

WATERLOO COUNTY HORSE 
Sale to be held at OLEX, Sat. 
Feb. 25 at 10 a.m. To consign 
or for more info call 519-
595-3307.

HELP WANTED

FULL TIME ESTHETICIAN 
needed for a busy salon in 
Elmira. We are currently 
looking for a talented Estheti-
cian who is able to perform 
manicures, pedicures, 
waxing, facials, relaxation 
massage. If you are respon-
sible, dependable, hardwork-
ing and honest then you will 
fit in with our dedicated team. 
Please submit your resume 
to CarouselSalonandSpa@
gmail.com or call Dayna at 
519-669-2786.

Dakon Construction Ltd. is currently 
seeking Site Supervisors / Carpenters in 
the ICI Sector for work in KW area. 
Please apply by fax or email to:

  

Fax: 519-746-7498
dakoninfo@dakon.ca

Construction Supervisors 
and/or Carpenters

 

 

 

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING
Expanding Elmira food processing plant 

has an opening for:

Industrial Mechanic (Millwright) 
/ Maintenance Team Member 

AFTERNOON SHIFT 3:00 PM  12:00 AM
Located 15 minutes outside of Kitchener / Waterloo. 
Certified Industrial Maintenance Mechanic (Millwright) 
Certification. Minimum 5 years relevant experience. 
Refrigeration, Class B Operating License considered 
an asset Perform highly diversified duties to install 
and maintain production machines and the plant 
facility’s equipment. Above average knowledge of 
HVAC, electrical, plumbing, refrigeration, pneumatic 
and hydraulics

Read and interpret equipment manuals and work 
orders to perform required maintenance and service. 
Knowledge and ability to work on 110v up to and 
including 600v system and equipment. Ability to 
operate PLC’s. MP2 knowledge would be an asset.

Position requires excellent communication skills, 
written and verbal. Must be flexible in terms of shift 
work and perform other duties as required. Experience 
in food industry would be an asset.

Email resumes to: hrelm@globalegg.com

Wanted: Full time Mechanic to maintain 
a fleet of Concrete Pump Trucks.

310T license an asset. Must have DZ license. 
Must be able to prioritize and work in a 
fast-paced environment. Shop tools supplied. 
Other duties include operating concrete pump 
truck. Top wage, RRSP plan and Benefit package.

Please email resume to: 
jmoser.rempelconcretepumping@hotmail.com

HELP WANTED

LOCAL CHICK HATCHERY 
hiring general laborer.
This is a full time posi-
tion involving all areas 
of poultry production. 
Some early morning start 
times. Competitive wage. 
Email resume to staff@
freyshatchery.com or call 
Marty at 519-897-3209 for 
more information.

LOCAL CHICK HATCHERY 
hiring part-time delivery 
personnel to deliver live 
poultry throughout Ontario. 
Valid G license, early 
morning start times, and 
lifting up to 60 lbs required. 
Call Marty at 519-897-3209 
or email resume to staff@
freyshatchery.com

WORK 
WANTED

2 MEN AND a Trailer demoli-
tion, junk removal, garage 
clean up - yard work, 
downsizing/moving, odd 
jobs. Free estimates, fair 
prices. For the things you 
can’t or don’t have time to 
do call Gary 519-577-1750.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY

MORTGAGE WANTED. 300 
thousand 1st mortgage 
required for a three year 
term for a commercial 
building with an appraised 
value of 400 thousand, plus 
fifty thousand in equip-
ment. 519-589-7547.

FOR SALE

HILLCREST HOME BAKING 
Spring Sale Feb. 28 Mar. 
11. 519-669-1381. 50% off 
selected materials; 15% off 
printed polyesters; 10% off 
all other fabrics. 10% off 
hosiery, underwear, table-
cloth; toys & books. 10% off 
chinaware sets if ordered 
between Feb. 18 & March 25. 
Also available now - Little 
Boys 5 piece suits - up to 
size 5.

FOR SALE

WINDOW BLINDS BEIGE. 
49x36, 61x36, 611/8 x36. 
Patio verticals - vanilla 
colour 801/8x861/2. Phone 
519-669-5279 to view. All 
negotiable, like new.

THE FLYING DOG Liquida-
tion Sale Deals Galore - Up 
To 80% Off Thurs & Fri Feb 
23,24 | 12-5pm, Sat Feb 25 
| 9am-12pm, Wed & Thurs 
Mar 1,2 | 12-5pm OR booking 
by appt. 519 886 7777 Ex.29. 
Furniture, Restaurant/
Banquet Equipment, Sea-
sonal Decor + large quantity 
white dishes, cutlery, wine 
glasses, rolling racks, stack-
able padded chairs, beer 
coolers and sinks, bar stools 
and dining chairs, pool 
tables, patio furniture, staff 
lockers and much more. 
New items added daily! 341 
Marsland Dr, Waterloo

BEDROOM SUITE AND living 
room furniture. First $500 
takes it. 519-505-5077. Auc-
tions

AUCTIONS

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 
10:00 A.M. Double ring 
Estate and Consignment 
Auction of shop tools, 
furniture, antiques and 
collectibles etc. Sale to be 
held at #7213 Line 86 Wal-
lenstein, approx. 6 kms west 
of Elmira. Gerald Bowman 
Auctions & Appraisals Ltd. 
519-638-5708.

AUCTION SALE OF Tractors, 
machinery, sap equipment, 
household effects and mis-
cellaneous items, to be held 
at 7491 - 6th Line Mapleton 
Twp. (5 miles northwest of 
Floradale or 9 miles south-
east of Drayton, for Amsey 
and Mary Ann Gingrich, on 
Wednesday, March 15th @ 
10:00am. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

AUCTION SALE OF Tractors, 
machinery, JD Gator, lawn 
mowers, household effects, 
antiques and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 4322 
Weimar Line, Wellesley 
Twp. (approx. 2 miles west 
of Bamberg or 3 miles north 
east of Wellesley, for Marvin 
and Charlotte Cober, on Sat-
urday, March 18th @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451. 

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Tractors, 
machinery, feed, wood-
working tools, household 
effects and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 7368 \
endash 6th Line of Mapleton 
Twp. (9 miles southeast of 
Drayton or 4 mile north of 
Wallenstein), for Alvin & 
Nancy Gingrich, on Satur-
day, March 25th @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions 519-
699-4451. 

SATURDAY MARCH 25, 10:00 
A.M. Double Ring Consign-
ment and Estate Auction of 
farm machinery and farm 
support items, furniture, 
antiques, tools etc. Sale to 
be held at #7213 Line 86 Wal-
lenstein, approx. 6 kms west 
of Elmira. Gerald Bowman 
Auctions & Appraisals Ltd. 
519-638-5708.

HAY & STRAW

DAIRY HAY - 300 large 
squares, second and third 
cutting, alfalfa grass mix. 
Good protein and feed 
value. Also straw for TMR. 
Can deliver anywhere. 519-
373-3127.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.
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CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

PRINTING SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD 
SERVING you for over 10 
years. Your #1 source of 
quality slabwood and body-
wood. Delivery available. 
519-656-2057.

WANTED

DO YOU THINK you may be 
psychic? You should join 
our Paranormal research 
team. Contact Mary at 
519-669-9242 or email:  
merriefritz@gmail.com 

ROLEX, OMEGA, POCKET 
Watches, antique clocks, 
gold rings, jewellery, coins, 
toys, militaria, records, 
musical instruments, toys, 
any gold or silver items. 
Call Terry @ 519-242-6900, 
or 519-210-0551 or email: 
gallamore@golden.net. We 
pay cash!!!

PERSONALS

PRAYER TO ST. Jude. O Holy 
St. Jude Apostle and Martyr 
great in virtue and rich in 
miracles, near Kinsman of 
Jesus Christ, faithful inter-
cessor of all who invoke 
your special patronage in 
time of need, to you I have 
recourse from the depths of 
my heart and humbly beg 
you to whom God has given 
such great power to come 
to my assistance, help me 
in my present urgent peti-
tion. In return, I promise to 
make your name known and 
course you to be invoked. Say 
2 Hail Marys and 3 Glorias. 
St Jude pray for us and all 
who invoke your aid Amen. 
Publication must be printed. 
The novena has never been 
known to fail and must be 
said for 9 consecutive days. 

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo is pleased to announce that the annual report on its 
drinking water quality will be available as of February 28. The report summarizes the results 
of bacteriological, physical and chemical tests conducted during the period January 1, 2016, 
to December 31, 2016 as required by Regulation 170/03 of the Safe Drinking Water Act.

This report will be available on the internet on or before February 28, 2017 at 
http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/aboutTheEnvironment/QualityTreatment2.asp.

If you would like to receive a copy of this report, or have any questions about drinking 
water quality, please call (519) 575-4400.

Water Supply Notice
Annual Water Quality Report on the 

Region’s Drinking Water

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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Grandpa: 
Emergency 

blood 
transfusion. 

Sunday 
11:00am

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

This Linwood 
Blood Donor Clinic 
announcement is 
brought to you by 
these community-

minded 
businesses

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or 
VISIT www.blood.ca for 
more information or to 
book an appointment.

Give Blood ... 
 to save lives.

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.blood.ca for more information

The Next 

Linwood Clinic:

Friday, March 3rd 
from 2:30pm - 
8:30pm

at Linwood 
Community Centre
5279 Ament Line, Linwood

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998Since 1998

For digging through frozen ground! 
• Trenching
• Excavating
• Back fill compaction plate
• Laneway sanding available

INTRODUCING OUR PIC BUCKET

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE BREAKING
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Quality Bedding
Premium Softwood 

or less expensive 
Hardwood

Blown or Pushed Off

We are geared to
meet your timing and
volume requirements

BLENDED TO MEET 
YOUR NEEDS!

Ph: Elmira (519) 669-5219
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SPACE 
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our service directory. 

Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

Donating back to 
the community 
we call home. List Now While Inventory is Low! 

Kitchener -  Located 
in a sought-after 
neighbourhood, this is 
the fixer upper you 
have been looking for. 
Work to be done but a 
larger lot and a great 
neighbourhood make 
it all worthwhile. MLS.

$325,000$325,000$325,000

EL
M

IR
A

have been looking for. 
Work to be done but a 
larger lot and a great 
neighbourhood make 
it all worthwhile. MLS.

SOLD
Semi-detached Homes Available!

5 Floor Plans 
to Choose From.

CALL FOR DETAILS

Linwood -  Only 15 min to 
Waterloo, this bungalow 
backs onto greenspace with 
a spacious lot, fully fenced 
yard and empty space on 
one side. Steel roof, large 
living room, dining area 
with patio doors opening to 
a beautiful deck for your 
morning coffee. Recreation 
room includes wood 
burning unit. MLS $419,000$419,000$419,000

Elmira - Open concept 
with cathedral ceiling in the 
family room, patio doors to 
deck with great open view 
and gas BBQ hook-up. 
3 bedrooms, luxurious 
ensuite plus walk-in closet 
in the master. Spacious rec 
room, office, garage with 
gas heater. All appliances 
included and gas rough-in 
for kitchen stove. MLS $529,900$529,900$529,900$529,900

Drayton – The perfect 
location for a growing 
family with double car 
garage, family room and 
formal dining room. The 
kitchen had new Cambria 
counter tops, Blanco sink 
& faucets and sliders to a 
large two tiered deck, 
fully fenced back yard 
and storage shed. MLS.

$394,500$394,500$394,500$394,500

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

formal dining room. The 
kitchen had new Cambria 
counter tops, Blanco sink 
& faucets and sliders to a 
large two tiered deck, 
fully fenced back yard 
and storage shed. MLS.

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

SOLD

Serving the community for 25 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

Serving the community for 25 years!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

FREE Market Evaluation

$299,000 NEW PRICE, 
LINWOOD! Great starter home offers 3 
bedrooms, renovated bathroom, large family 
room with fireplace, eat-in kitchen, walk-up 
from basement, large lot. Steps to Linwood 
Public School. MLS. Call Bert to view.

NEW
PRICE!

$239,000 NEW LISTING! 
Business for sale in 2,000 s/f building. 
Building is owned by business seller and is 
available for lease. Business consists of HVAC 
sales and service, duct systems installations, 
commercial and residential boilers sales and 
service. Price includes sheet metal fabricating 
equipment, special hand tools and inventory. 
MLS. Call Bert for information.

NEW
LISTING!

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

RARE OPPORTUNITY Approx. 11,000 sq.ft. of garage & shop space – set 
up for highway truck & trailer bays. Extremely clean & well maintained.
Offices, washrooms, board room, parts room etc. HUGE paved parking lot. 
Separate shop, 24’ x 35’ + detached garage 28’ x 40’.  Wood storage bldg.
30 acres – systematically tile drained. MLS.

$1,690,000

WELLINGTON RD. 12, DRAYTON 

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4
519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

WOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

We donate a 
portion of our 
commission 
from every 

house sale to 
the Woolwich 
Community 

Services

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie Shanna

INVENTORY IS LOW. WE HAVE BUYERS WHO NEED HOMES. CALL TODAY FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS.

ONE OF A KIND 
$849,900 FLORADALE 
Situated on 5.24 acres of 
mature trees, triple detached 
garage/shop offering plenty 
of space for all your toys! 
Uniquely designed two storey 
offers 3 bdrms including main 
floor master suite with 
ensuite and gas fireplace, 
formal entertaining space, 
gourmet kitchen. MLS.

$425,000 Sought after Court 
location, finished walkout basement, 
fully fenced yard, deck, patio and 
shed! 3 bdrms, 3 bathrooms, open 
concept main floor, carpet free, 
appliances included, above floor great 
room, dbl concrete driveway, new 
roof/17. NEW MLS

NEW LISTING!OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY FEB 26TH • 1-3PM
772 ANGLER WAY, WATERLOO

WATCHING THE SHOT

The EDSS senior boys’ basketball team took on Sir John A. Macdonald Secondary School on Feb. 
9. Ryan Bauman takes a shot at the hoop, but the team still lost 77-36. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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FAMILY ALBUM 
DEADLINE

WEDNESDAY BY 10 AM
CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104 OR 

email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Reminder – 2017 Dog Tags are now due 
the fees increase March 1st 

Under the Animal Control By-law #31-2013 it is a requirement that 
all dog owners within the Township of Woolwich license their dogs 
by March 1st of every calendar year. In the event your pet is lost 
and has a license, Animal Services will make every effort to 
reunite you with your pet at no extra cost. For safe return of 
your dog if found, please ensure you have attached the Township 
of Woolwich Dog Tag to your dog’s collar. Dogs without tags are 
taken to the Humane Society and owners will incur Humane Society 
costs of $35.00 per day. Dogs wearing their tags found outside of regular Township 
business hours can also be reported to the Woolwich Memorial Centre or the Breslau 
Community Centre. 

To report a lost or found dog, please contact the Township of Woolwich at 519-669-
6009 Monday to Friday between the hours of 9:00am and 5:00pm. After hours, information 
on lost or found dogs can be provided to the Woolwich Memorial Center. Please contact 
the WMC Monday to Friday after 5:00pm until 10:00pm or weekends 6:00am to10:00pm 
at 519-669-1647 x 7001 or the Breslau Community Centre Monday to Friday after 5:00pm 
until 9:00pm or Saturday and Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at 519-648-9524.

Dog Tags are available at the following locations: 

The Township of Woolwich 24 Church Street West, Elmira (Mon-Fri 9am – 5pm)
Woolwich Memorial Centre 24 Snyder Avenue South, Elmira (Sun-Sat 8am – 9pm)
Breslau Community Centre  100 Andover Drive, Breslau (Mon-Fri 4pm-9pm,  
 Sat-Sun 10am-3pm)
*Pet Valu 315 Arthur Street South, Elmira 519-669-1350
*Eldale Vet Clinic 150 Church Street West, Elmira 519-669-5672
*Breslau Animal Hospital 2057 Victoria Street North #3, Breslau 519-648-9738
*Creature Comfort Pet Emporium 1553 King Street North, St. Jacobs 519-664-3366

Before March 1st:  March 1st and After:
Neutered/Spayed - $25.00 Neutered/Spayed - $40.00
Non-Neutered/Spayed - $35.00 Non-Neutered/Spayed - $50.00

For more information about the Woolwich Dog Tag Program please 
contact the Township of Woolwich at 519-669-6009.

Half the dogs found and picked up in 2016 were able  
to be easily identified and returned to their owner.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Background

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo (Region) is responsible for treating wastewater 
from homes and businesses throughout Waterloo Region, and operates 13 wastewater 
treatment plants and 6 Regionally-owned wastewater pumping stations. The Region’s 
Wastewater Treatment Master Plan recommends the long-term wastewater treatment 
strategy for these facilities.  

The Master Plan was last updated in 2007, and encompassed planning to the year 2041. In 
light of recent growth trends, changes tothe regulatory environment, climate change, and 
river water quality changes, the Region is updating thisMaster Plan.  This update will assess 
the current status of its wastewater treatment facilities and updatethe preferred wastewater 
treatment strategy, to the year 2051. This strategy will beconsistent with the Region’s Strate-
gic Plan.  It will also be environmentally sustainable and economicallyviable. 

Class EA Master Plan Study Now Underway

The Region has initiated thisstudy to update the 2007 Master Plan.  This study will identify 
and evaluate wastewater treatment projects, technologies and servicing strategies that 
will meet the long-term needs of the Region’s residents and businesses. The Master Plan 
Update Study will follow Phases 1 and 2 of the Municipal Class EnvironmentalAssessment 
(Class EA) process (June 2000, amended in 2007, 2011, and 2015). 

Your Opinion Matters 

Public consultation is a key component of the Class EA study process.  The first of two 
rounds of Public Consultation Centres (PCC) has been scheduled to receive input and 
comments on the project from interested members of the public, as follows:

The information presented at all three PCC locations is identical.  Comments received 
through the course of the study will be considered in finalizing the preferred solutions. 

For Further Information

Visit:
http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/aboutTheEnvironment/MasterPlansandProjects.asp

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies 
regarding this study are being collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision.  
Under the Municipal Act, personal information such as name, address, telephone number and 
property location may be included if a submission becomes part of the public record. 
Questions regarding the collection of this information should be referred to Nicole Sapeta.  

This notice was first issued on February 21, 2017.

Tuesday, March 7, 2017
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
RIM Park, Room 209
2001 University Ave East
Waterloo, ON 

Nicole Sapeta, B.A.Sc., P.Eng.
Project Engineer, Water Services
Region of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 7th Floor
Kitchener, Ontario, N2G 4J3
Phone: 519-575-4757 ext. 3682
Fax: 519-575-4452
E-mail: nsapeta@regionofwaterloo.ca

Erin Longworth, M.Eng., P.Eng., PMP
Manager, Wastewater Planning
CIMA+
5935 Airport Road, Suite 500
Mississauga, Ontario, L4V 1W5
Phone: 905-695-1005 ext. 6722
Fax: 905-695-0525
E-mail: erin.longworth@cima.ca

Wednesday, March 8, 2017
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Waterloo Region Museum 
10 Huron Road
Kitchener, ON 

Thursday, March 9, 2017
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
First Floor, Room 170
150 Main Street 
Cambridge, ON 

Notice of Public Consultation Centre No. 1

Wastewater Treatment 
Master Plan Update

PUBLIC NOTICE

LANCERS FALL TO SJAM

Colin Wideman stays on his man during the EDSS senior boys’ basketball game on Feb. 9. The team lost to SJAM 77-36. 
[LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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 Saturday March 25, 10 - 11:30 a.m.
Victoria Hills Community Centre, 10 Chopin Drive, Kitchener 

Amazing Annuals or Easy Containers with Owen Reeves
The Marilyn Denis Show’s Owen Reeves will show us his favourite annual plants 
for great summer colour, performance and low maintenance. He will go over some 
fun container combinations and tell us which are the easiest for sun or shade.

Wednesday March 29, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
Stanley Park Community Centre, 505 Franklin St. N., Kitchener

What to do with a Downpour: Ornamental Ways to Handle Rain 
Water with Sean James
Learn how to let rainwater soak into the soil while beautifying your landscapes and 
allowing a more unusual palette of plants to be used. Sean will cover how to design 
and build a rain garden including placement, construction and plant choices.

 Sunday April 9, 1 - 2:30 p.m.
Cambridge Centre for the Arts, 60 Dickson Street, Cambridge (Multi Purpose Room)

Positively Pollinating! with Aileen Barclay
Pollinators are essential for growing great gardens and food so we want to do 
what we can to help them. Aileen will highlight plant selection, habitat tips and 
maintenance tricks to create a beautiful garden to be enjoyed by you, the bees 
and the butterflies!

Wednesday April 19, 7 - 8:30 p.m.
RIM Park Room 207/208, 2001 University Ave. E., Waterloo

The Latest on Lawncare with Dr. Michael Brownbridge
How do you get a happy and healthy lawn? One of the leading turf experts in 
Ontario, from the Vineland Research and Innovation Centre, looks at the latest 
solutions for common turf troubles to help you win the green grass battle. 

Sunday April 23, 1 - 2:30 p.m.
St Jacobs Country Gardens, 1661 New Jerusalem Rd, Elmira

Grow Veg in Containers and Small Spaces with Steven Biggs
You don’t need much space to grow your veggies. Steven will give you lots of 
ideas about how to maximize production from a small space. Get ideas for unique 
containers, vertical gardening, rooftop gardens and get practical pointers about 
plant care. 

Register at www.regionofwaterloo.ca/conservation
or 519-575-4400 ext. 3151

FREE

Gardening Seminars
Register now for any of five seminars the Region is holding to give ideas 

on how to create beautiful outdoor spaces without much water use. 
Here are this year’s topics and locations: 

ADVERTISE

Doggonit, everyone 
loves a birthday!

Surprise your loved  ones with 
a notice in The Observer.

FAMILY ALBUM

BIRTHDAY STAG & DOEOBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

PUBLIC NOTICE

Happy 90th Birthday 
Milton! 

The family of Milton Lantz invites you  
to join them for an Open House

Sunday, March 5, 2-4 p.m.  
at St. Jacobs Lofts,  

12 Albert St. St. Jacobs
Best wishes only please.

BAUMAN, Milton 
Passed away peacefully at his residence 
in Floradale on Monday, February 20, 
2017, at the age of 90 years. Beloved 
husband of Susannah (Shantz), and 
the late Lydia Ann (Wideman) (1993). 
Loved father of George (Ruth Ann) of 
Hanover, Richard (Mary) of Elmira, 
Wilma of Mission, BC, Harold (Miriam) 
of Elmira, Stewart (Gloria) of Lindale, 
TX, Maurice of Elmira, Bruce (Patty) of 
Wylie, TX, and Merlyn (Sheri) of Alma. 
Loving grandfather of 25 grandchil-
dren: Stacey (Ronna) Bauman, Jaclyn 
(Chris) Duskocy, Matthew (Katarina) 
Bauman, Annaise (Colin) Coote, Alex-
ander (Amelia) Aucoin, Joanne (Jason) 
Kingston, Michele (Shiloh) Hartland, 
Zachary (Melissa) Bauman, Mackenzie 
Bauman, Olga (Tim) Ehret, Shane 
(Kailee) Bauman, Shawn (Brittany) 
Fitzpatrick, Seth (Whitney) Bauman, 
Justin Bauman, Alynne Bauman, Dal-
las Bauman, Gary Bauman, Rachel 
Bauman, Nicholas Bauman, Caleb 
Bauman, Sarah Bauman, Joshua Bau-
man, Jared Bauman, Jacob Bauman 
and Jonathan Bauman, and by his 21 
great-grandchildren. Brother of Earl 
(Betty) Bauman of St. Jacobs, Henry 
Bauman of Listowel,  Erma Gingrich of 
St. Jacobs, and Verna Gingrich of Parry 
Sound. Brother-in-law of Ephraim 
Wideman, Erma Martin, Wilma 
Martin, Marie Bauman and Elizabeth 
Bauman. Predeceased by an infant 
son, parents Henry S. M. and Nancy 
(Martin) Bauman, stepmother Lovina 
Bauman,  brothers  Abner Bauman, 
and  Elmer Bauman, in-laws Angus 
and Ed Gingrich, Ed (Salome) Wide-
man, Angus (Mary) Martin, Gordon 
(Helen) Wideman,  Menno (Salema) 
Wideman, Abner (Vera) Wideman, 
Clayton (Mary) Wideman,  Milton Mar-
tin, Tilman (Lucinda) Wideman,  Alvin 
Martin and Ruth Wideman. Visitation 
will take place on Thursday, February 
23, 2017 from 2-6 p.m. at the home of 
Phares Bauman, 2560 Floradale Rd., 
RR 1, Elmira and on Friday, February 
24, 2017 from 1-3 and 5-7 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. Family service will be 
held on Saturday, February 25, 2017 at 
9 a.m. at the home of Phares Bauman 
then to North Woolwich Mennonite 
Cemetery for burial and public service.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Melancon, Beverley Anne
Passed away peacefully at her resi-
dence in Elmira on Monday, February 
13, 2017 at the age of 75 years. Beverley 
Melancon (nee Balsdon) is survived by 
her loving sons, André and René, and 
grandsons Dave and Jesse. Fondly 
remembered by siblings John (Alina) 
Balsdon, Joyce (Rev. Alan) Ross and 
Jane (John) Robinson; sister-in-law 
Maxine Balsdon; and many nieces 
and nephews. Lovingly remembered 
by the Leslie family. She was pre-
deceased by her daughter Rosanne, 
brother Rev. Dr. Ronald Balsdon, 
and sister Marlene Leslie. Beverley 
was a member of the Royal Canadian 
Legion (Elmira Branch), and will be 
missed by her many coffee friends. 
A Celebration of Life will be held on 
Sunday, February 26, 2017 from 1-4 
p.m. at the Elmira Legion, 11 First St 
E, Elmira. Cremation has taken place. 
Donations in Beverley’s memory may 
be made to the Poppy Fund, Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 469. 

Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Metz, Joseph Anthony, “Tony”
Passed away as the result of a heart at-
tack on Wednesday, February 15, 2017, 
at the age of 47 years. Tony, of Elmira, 
was the beloved husband of Shannon 
(Jackson) Metz for almost 22 years. 
Dearest Dad of Sam and Joey. Cher-
ished son of Joe and Terry, and loving 
brother of Lisa, all of Elmira. Brother-
in-law of Gene Jackson (Gwen) and 
uncle of Alyssa, Meghan and Kei-
rsten. Tony is lovingly remembered 
by his uncle and cousins. The family 
received relatives and friends on Sun-
day, February 19, 2017 from 2-5 p.m. 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira. The funeral ser-
vice took  place on Monday, February 
20, 2017 at 11 a.m. in the funeral home 
chapel. Cremation followed. In Tony’s 
memory, donations may be made to 
the Heart and Stroke Foundation of 
Ontario or Autism Canada. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

These 2 high school sweethearts  
are finally tying the knot!

Come help us celebrate at  
the Stag & Doe for 

Mike Moggy & Jenna Petker
Friday, March 3, 2017

Lions Hall Elmira
8pm - 1am

GUNN, HELEN MARTINA (NEE BRENNER) | After a courageous 
battle with cancer, at her home in Linwood surrounded 
by her family, on Wednesday, February 15, 2017 at the age 
of 71.

HAMMAR, MICHAEL FEBRUARY 24, 1954 | February 16, 2017 
Michael Joseph Hammar passed away on Thursday, Febru-
ary 16, 2017 after a long hospitalization. Mike was just 62. 
He was strong and courageous to the end. Mike was raised 
with love as part of a large family on a farm in Linwood. 

DEATH NOTICES
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LIVING HERE
CHANGES / RETIREMENT PLANS

HONEY HAS BEEN USED 
for medicinal purposes for 
thousands of years. This 
natural sweetener can be 
used for more than just 
sweetening tea, though 
with so many bugs and 
colds going around, it’s a 
good place to start!

The soothing properties 
of honey start with reduc-
ing irritation and inflam-
mation on the throat. In 
the tummy it works to 
bring down ulcers and 
gastrointestinal disorders, 
while giving us the probiot-
ics to digest our food eas-
ier, never mind the flavo-
noids and antioxidants that 
help reduce heart disease 
and cancer. Strengthening 
our immune system is a 
benefit of the sweetness it 
delivers in our dressings, 
marinades and baking. 

This little miracle is 
available in many differ-
ent flavours and blends. 
The darker the honey the 
more immunity it delivers 
– buckwheat honey should 
be part of everyone’s win-
ter diet. Regulating sugar 
levels is a big part of honey 
and digestion. Of course no 
one should sit and eat copi-
ous amounts of honey, but 
small amounts over a long 
period of time will bring 
better health.  

This product can be 
found locally in many dif-

Honey adds 
more than 
sweetness to 
our diets

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

WHITNEY NEILSON

RETIREMENT | 27

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY 
SERVICES’ FEARLESS lead-
er will be leaving his post 
this summer after 27 years.

In announcing his plan 
to retire, executive director 
Don Harloff said with the 
transition to the new build-
ing completed it was time 
for him to also transition 
out of WCS.

Longtime executive director at Woolwich Community Services, Don Harloff  plans to retire in June

“My goal has always been 
to do the best I can for the 
community and one of the 
great results of my time 
here has been being able 
to put together this new 
resource centre here. The 
thought was it’s up and 
running, it’s working re-
ally, really well, we have a 
financial plan in place to 
complete the payment for it 
and I think that’s the end of 

a chapter, if you like,” Har-
loff said.

He’ll be leaving in June, 
a month he’s deemed as an 
appropriate time of year 
to make the change, as the 
agency is in a good position 
with all the budgeting and 
grant processes taken care 
of for the year by that time. 
Harloff says this should 
give his replacement a nice 
start to get acclimatized to 

the organization.
He plans to enjoy the 

summer off doing some 
of his favourite activities, 
such as golfing and wood-
working. He may look into 
some part-time opportu-
nities in the fall, but says 
retiring means he and his 
wife will be able to enjoy 
themselves while they’re 
still healthy and active.

In its bid for a replace-

ment, WCS is looking inside 
and outside the organiza-
tion. The job ad is up on 
Charity Village’s website for 
those who are interested. 
Résumés are due by Mar. 3.

“My task at this point in 
time is to review résumés as 
they come in and to short-
list some resumes for a hir-
ing committee that is made 

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Having seen Woolwich Community Services through much growth and many changes, Don Harloff has decided it’s time to move into retirement. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

It’s been all about community 
building for 27 years

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net
Accredited  

Test & Repair Facility

WE’RE OPEN LATE TO 
SERVE YOU BETTER! 
From Monday-Thursday we are open until 
midnight to ensure that your routine can 
remain intact, while maintaining your 
vehicle needs. At Leroy’s Auto Care we 
want to serve you as a valued customer 
to the best of our ability!
– Andrew Martin
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

FEBRUARY 27

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join 
us for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at 
the Woolwich Memorial Centre, Elmira. The meal is 
served at noon, cost is $6. Call 519-664-1900 or 1-855-
664-1900 by noon Feb. 23.

FEBRUARY 28

PLEASE JOIN US FOR a Shrove Tuesday, pancakes 
and sausage supper from 5-7 p.m. at West Montrose 
United Church. Hosted by the Women’s Social Group. 
Free-will offerings appreciated. For more information 
please call Joan 519-669-2432. All welcome.

MARCH 1

FOODS NEAR AND FAR. WOW (What’s On Wednesdays) 
is hosting staff from Food Basics in Elmira to talk 
about (and taste!) foods from close to home and far 
away and how to use them. 1 p.m. at St. Clements 
Community Centre. Join us for this presentation as 
well as fitness, games and refreshments. No charge.

MARCH 2

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP. JOIN this informal 
group of caregivers who are acquainted with the 
struggles you experience.  We meet at the Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs from 10–11 a.m. 
Please call Julie at 519-664-3794, ext. 229.

K-W SYMPHONY IS PUTTING on a free concert at the 
Woolwich Memorial Centre Mar. 2, 2-4 p.m. For more 
information call 519-664-1900.

MARCH 4

KW BRAIN TUMOUR WALK is hosting a Community 
Garage Sale at St. Teresa’s Church hall starting at 8 
a.m. Have items to donate?: Email Renee BTWalkKW@
braintumour.ca to arrange item pick up/drop off.

MARCH 9

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend “Is It Alzheimer’s?” Nancy Martin, RPN, and 
Lindsay Wilson, educators. Devotional: Paster Ron 
Seabrooke. Music: Alee Wiens. Starts at 10:30 a.m. at 
Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested donation $7 
includes hot meal at noon.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and seniors 
has guest speaker Jim Rodger, coordinator of the Prime 
Minister’s Statues and Educational Resources Advisory 
Committee. Lecture topic: The Prime Minister’s Home 
is our Castle. Please join us, 10 a.m. at the Maryhill 
Community Centre, 58 St. Charles St. E., Maryhill. 
Admission is $2. Enjoy tea or coffee and a snack.

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT Breslau Community Centre. 
Community Care Concepts invites you to join us at 
noon for a light lunch and fellowship. Cost: $6. Call 
519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 to sign up.

MARCH 15

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT Wellesley Community 
Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to join 
us at noon for a light lunch and fellowship. Cost: $6. 
Call 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 to sign 
up.

MARCH 27

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT Woolwich Memorial Centre. 
Community Care Concepts invites you to join us at 
noon for a light lunch and fellowship. Cost: $6. Call 
519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 to sign up.

APRIL 13

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you to 
attend “Welland Canal Mission.” Chaplain Art Taylor. 
Music: Joyce Ruppert and Marlene Toye. Starts at 
10:30 a.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested 
donation $7 includes hot meal at noon.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and seniors 
has guest speaker Scott Gallagher, Certified Athletic 
Therapist. Topic: Is Your Body Keeping up with You?  
Please join us, 10 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre 58 St. Charles St. E., Maryhill. Admission is $2. 
Enjoy tea or coffee and a delicious snack.

MAY 11

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend a lively musical concert with Bob Heywood 
on accordion. Devotional: Rev Jerry Salloum. Starts at 
10:30 a.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested 
donation $7 includes hot meal at noon.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and seniors 
has guest speaker Bill Schwarz, Kirkwood Wagner Art 
Gallery and Lawyer.  Topic: Art is an Emotion and the 
Law is the Law. Please join us, 10 a.m. at the Maryhill 
Community Centre 58 St. Charles St. E., Maryhill. 
Admission is $2. Enjoy tea or coffee and a  snack.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Jesus on The 
Ultimate Decision

Sunday, February 26th

9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

The King’s Speech

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Kevin Martin

The ‘LAW’ 
of Faith

Sunday, Feb. 26th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Guest Speaker: Gus Konkel, 
McMaster University Prof. of Old Testament

Missional Church: Our 
Calling and Our Hope

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

21 Arthur St. N., Box 25, Elmira
519-669-5560 • www.trinityunitedelmira.ca

 TRINITY UNITED CHURCH

Love, Learn & Live by Christ’s Teachings

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:30am - Contemporary Worship
11:00am - Traditional Worship

Clergy: Rev. Sue Campbell
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ACROSS
1. Trifling
9. Did laps, say
13. Mock, in a way
16. Funny bit
17. Hokkaido native
18. Curse
19. Accountant’s pages
21. Giant Giant
22. A wee hour
23. Sweet sandwich
24. Island ring
25. “___ Loves You”
26. Three-masted ship
29. One who inscribes a 
book for a friend
32. Foolhardy
35. Checkers, e.g.
36. Brightly colored
37. South African city
42. Bothers
43. ___ system
44. Acoustic
45. Ring king
46. Baking soda
53. Little butter?

54. Recurring theme
55. Pistol, slangily
56. Bakers’ wares
58. Unlawfulnesses
62. Organic radical
63. ___ Day
64. Harp’s cousin
65. Perfume
68. Molten rock
72. Atlanta-based station
73. Go gray
74. Boosts
78. Drink from a dish
79. “Rocky ___”
80. Lucky
84. P.I., e.g.
85. Duff
86. Willing to learn
87. “Shoot!”
88. Harmony
89. Pain
DOWN
1. Address abbr.
2. Asinine
3. People person
4. Carte start

5. Yang’s counterpart
6. Strange, in Scotland
7. ___-do-well
8. Gaelic
9. Bill encl.
10. Ax user, e.g.
11. Betting
12. Melody
13. Latin phrase meaning 
with hindsight
14. Kitchen hanger
15. Non-resident doctors
20. Coal carrier
27. Detergent brand
28. Don’t believe it
30. Cousin of an ostrich
31. Dye-yielding shrubs
33. Give the cold shoulder
34. “My ___!”
37. The “one” in a one-two
38. It’s a wrap
39. Puck’s companion
40. ___ Clemente
41. Hold responsible
45. Ratify
47. Grocery section

48. Deck (out)
49. Footnote abbr.
50. Greasy
51. Fawn’s mother
52. Personals, e.g.
56. Musical suite
57. Literary twists
58. Vivid language
59. Church of St. John ___ 
(Rome cathedral)
60. Heavy-duty cleanser
61. Caffeine source
66. Bee cousins
67. Bled
69. Round map
70. Manhandles
71. Church recesses
75. Day of the month
76. Lover of Aeneas
77. Egg on
81. List abbr.
82. Diamonds
83. Buff

With dropped food, the five-second rule may be five seconds too long

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. Self-driving cars may 
not be quite ready for 
city streets, but what 
self-propelled craft is 
already traversing San 
Francisco Bay?
A. “Self-sailing is already 
happening out on the 
water” with vessels like the 
Saildrone, reports “IEEE 
Spectrum” magazine. Look-
ing much like a miniature 
America’s Cup racing 
yacht, it “can do things like 
monitoring the melting of 
the polar ice caps that are 
diffi  cult and costly to do 
on a traditional boat with 
a human crew.” Operators 
at the California Saildrone 
company control the wind-

powered vessel via satellite. 
On the upside, the Saildrone 
can haul up to 160 kilograms 
of equipment (some 350 
pounds worth), providing 
for better understanding of 
the oceans plus improving 
weather and climate predic-
tion. The downside is that 
its speed tops out at roughly 
5 knots, or 5.75 mph.
Q. As Anu Garg says on 
his “A.Word.A.Day” web 
site, “Don’t judge a word 
by its sound” since some-
times unpleasant-sound-
ing words hold surpris-
ing meanings. Can you 
illuminate “bucolic,” 
“crepuscular,” “degusta-
tion,” “puissant” and 
“pulchritude”?

A. “Bucolic,” not to be 
confused with “alcoholic,” 
is taken from the Greek 
“boukolos,” for herdsman 
and hence means “pasto-

ral” or “rustic,” or relating 
to a herdsman or shepherd. 
“Crepulscular” derives from 
Latin “crepusculum,” relat-
ing to “twilight” or “occur-
ring in twilight,” as certain 
animals do. Also from Latin 
“gustare” (taste) and “de” 
(completely) we get “degus-
tation,” for “tasting samples 
of a variety of diff erent 
foods or drinks.” Chocolate 
degustation, anyone?

“Puissant” (PWIS-uhnt or 
PYOO-uh-suhnt) comes via 
French, from Latin “posse,” 
meaning “to be able” or 
“potent.” Related to the 
same root are “power,” 
“posse,” “possess,” “pos-
sible” and Turkish “pasha” 
(via Persian).

Finally, “pulchritude” 
derives its meaning from 
Latin “pulcher” (beautiful) 
and in fact means “beauty,” 
as “he was awestruck by 

her pulchritude.” Earliest 
documented use was 1460. 
Q. In a contest between 
a Brazilian free-tailed 
bat and a common swift, 
which comes out ahead? 
A. Previous studies sug-
gested the birds fl y faster 
than bats, with the com-
mon swift being the fastest 
bird on record for level 
fl ight at 111 kilometers per 
hour (km/h), says Gary Mc-
Cracken of the University 
of Tennessee in Knox-
ville, as reported in “New 
Scientist” magazine. Now 
the Brazilian free-tailed bat 
has been clocked at more 
than 140 km/h in fl ight, 
“the fastest powered fl ight 
speeds documented yet in 
any vertebrate — that is, in 
bats or birds.”

Why this exceptionally 
fast flight? Credit the bats 
with exceptional aerial 

lifestyle adaptation: “Long, 
narrow wings with pointed 
tips help them fly fast and 
horizontally, and long toe 
hairs may help judge speed 
and turbulence (Royal So-
ciety Open Science).”
Q. When food drops on 
the fl oor, do you abide 
by “the 5-second rule” 
and pick it up, or toss 
it instead? What do the 
scientists say?
A. It depends on the type 
of food and the surface in-
volved. “For some dropped 
foods, the fi ve-second rule 
is about fi ve seconds too 
long,” says Laura Sanders in 
“Science News” magazine. 
Rutgers University’s Robyn 
Miranda and Donald Schaff -
ner tested watermelon, 
gummy candy, and buttered 
and unbuttered bread by 
dropping morsels onto car-
pet, wood, ceramic tile and 

stainless steel coated with 
a bacterium having similar 
attachment properties as 
salmonella. Food was left 
on each surface for less than 
a second up to fi ve minutes. 

The longer contact times 
generally meant more bac-
teria on the food, but carpet 
was less likely to transfer 
germs than the other sur-
faces. For example, gummy 
candies dropped on carpet 
stayed relatively clean, but 
in less than a second the 
juicy watermelon picked up 
lots of bacteria from all sur-
faces. As the scientists con-
cluded: It’s probably time to 
drop “the five-second rule.” 
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RETIREMENT: WCS now in the process of hiring a new director
FROM | 24

up of the board of directors. 
So the board of directors 
will be doing the hiring.”

For his final four months 
at the helm he plans to 
continue with business as 
usual, but also organizing 
contacts, schedules and a 
calendar for his successor 
to make the switch as seam-
less as possible.

As WCS’ executive direc-
tor since the agency oper-
ated out of a painfully small 
brick building on Arthur 
Street, he’s seen his fair 
share of changes in terms of 
what the organization of-
fers and how it’s offered.

He says one of the other 
significant changes he’s ex-
perienced is the shift from 
the majority of their funds 
coming from government 
funding, where now it’s 
down to about 40 per cent.

“It’s very difficult to find 
new dollars, and I’m not 
talking about the com-
munity, I’m talking about 
funding, grants – govern-
ment funds are very dif-
ficult to obtain any longer.  
The best you can do at this 
point in time is one-time 
dollars that might exist.”

As the main social ser-
vices agency for Woolwich 
and the northern part of 
Wellesley, they’ve been 

helping build the Foun-
tain of Memories in Gore 
Park in 2001 and how the 
community came together 
when many township 
youth died.

“Internally, here it’s just 
being able to bring in some 
programs, modify pro-
grams and to be able to look 
at the community and the 
supports the community is 
looking for and to be able to 
expand on those things.”

Admitting his biased 
opinion, he suggests some 
of WCS’ programs are the 
best of anywhere, such as 
the family violence preven-
tion program and the food 
hamper program.

“Our staff and volun-
teers provide the service to 
people in a very dignified, 
respectful manner, and 
that’s the most important 
thing.”

Looking ahead, Harloff 
sees plenty of work to be 
done as the township con-
tinues to grow. He notes the 
need for different kinds of 
housing will be critical.

“I’ve been blessed to 
be here for 27 years and 
brought the programs along 
and brought the agency 
along to this point, and I 
think it’s time for someone 
else to come in and be able 
to do that.”

challenged by the changing 
needs in the community 
and how to best address 
them. Somehow, they’ve 
always found a way, despite 
being just six full-time staff 
and six part-time staff for 
the past 15 years.

“What a ridiculously 
wonderful community this 
is. We’re sitting in a build-
ing that the community has 
basically primarily paid for, 
we raised $1.3 million in 
six months. Fifty per cent 
of our work here is paid 
through community dona-
tions and fundraising. We 
have 140 volunteers active 
within Woolwich Commu-
nity Services. The relation-
ships that we’ve been able 
to build in the community 
are just incredible.”

Harloff came to WCS af-
ter working for seven years 
supporting families with 
children who are develop-
mentally delayed. While 
he enjoyed connecting 
them with the services they 
needed, he wondered what 
else he might do with his 
career. He says the reason 
he liked the idea of this job 
and the reason he still loves 
it is because of the variety 
of it.

“It’s a really diverse op-
portunity to work in so 
many different sectors of 

social services, so that’s 
what’s so intriguing about 
the position. You’re not just 
focused on one area and 
supporting people with one 
thing, you’re doing so many 
things across so many dif-
ferent age groups.”

As for highlights of his 
time at WCS, he mentions 
the relationships he’s been 
able to build both with the 
staff and the community. 
He says those relationships 
began when he arrived 
in 1990 in the immediate 
aftermath of the Uniroyal 
(now Chemtura) groundwa-
ter crisis in Elmira. 

He’s part of the original 
Woolwich Healthy Com-
munities group, which he 
describes as a wonderful 
memory. He also recalls 

1/4 cup butter
1 tsp. cinnamon 
1/2 tsp. ginger

Cream together the but-
ter and sugar, add the egg 
yolks one at a time. Beat 
until light and fluffy then 
beat in the honey. 

In a separate bowl, com-
bine the flour, baking soda, 
baking powder, nutmeg, 
cinnamon and salt. 

Add a third of the flour 
mix and then a third of the 
sour cream. Repeat until 
all is combined, then add 
nuts. Don’t over mix.

In another bowl, beat egg 
whites until they are stiff, 
holding the ribbon when 
the mixer stops. Fold the 
egg whites into the batter. 
Spoon into a buttered and 
floured bundt pan. 

For topping, combine all 
dry ingredients and add 
butter and combine with 
your hands until crumbly. 
Add to the top of the batter 
in the bundt pan. 

Bake at 325 F for approxi-
mately 50 minutes or until 
a wooden skewer comes 
out clean. 

ferent places. At Never 
Enough Thyme we use 
Avva Honey. It is made 
outside of Drayton and de-
livered fresh to our door. It 
is clear and beautiful – not 
too sweet and full of fla-
vour.  They also make beau-
ty products and candles. 
We are so fortunate to have 
their product in our store – 
Anna clearly loves what she 
does. Buy local and support 
the many artisans making 
beautiful food good for 
your body and soul.

Happy cooking!

Honey 
Walnut Cake
1 cup buckwheat honey
1/2 cup butter
1 cup brown sugar
4 eggs (yolks separated from 
the whites)
3 cups all-purpose flour
2 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. ground nutmeg
1-1/2 tsp. of ground cinnamon 
1/2 tsp. ground ginger
1/4 tsp. salt 
1 cup of sour cream 
1 cup toasted walnuts 
chopped 

Topping:
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup flour

CHEF’S TABLE: Versatile honey
FROM | 24

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

Wellesley Build 

 

 

 

 jlawlor@habitatwr.ca 
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find out more: 

WE ARE LOOKING FOR YOU: 
VOLUNTEERS AND DONORS 

SPRING 2017 

OO G O O

WCS is looking inside and outside the 
organization to replace Don Harloff. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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FEBRUARY 23-26

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

6” X 24” CLASSIC
SIERRA LEDGERSTONE

6” X 24” BEACHWALK
 LEDGERSTONE

$297 $397
IN 

STOCK
IN 

STOCK

SHOWER 
FLOOR TILE

10” X 20” WALL
POLISHED TILE

$297 $297
/sq ft
reg $439

/sq ft
reg $699

/sq ft
reg $599

/sq ft
reg $799

IN 
STOCK

STUNNING GRAY 
WALL TILE

3”X6” / 4”X16”
SUBWAY TILE

$187 $197
IN 

STOCK
IN 

STOCK

6”X 2’ PERFECT 
FOR HERRINGBONE

6”X 3’ BARNBOARD 
WHITE WASHED

$297 $297
/sq ft
reg $899

/sq ft
reg $399

/sq ft
reg $899

/sq ft
reg $399

IN 
STOCK

IN 
STOCK

12” X 24”
CEMENT LOOK

12” X 24”
BAMBOO SERIES

$197 $237
IN 

STOCK
IN 

STOCK

18” X 18”
PORCELAIN TILE

13” X 13”
PORCELAIN TILE

87¢ $117
/sq ft
reg $199

/sq ft
reg $399

/sq ft
reg $299

/sq ft
reg $499

IN 
STOCK

IN 
STOCK

HUGE 
TILE 

SALE!FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

9AM
9AM
11AM

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

9AM
9AM
9AM

9PM
9PM
9PM

THURSDAY 9AM 9PM
9PM
6PM
5PM

SALE HOURS

OUR HOURS

#1 
TOP 

SELLER

#1 
TOP 

SELLER

#1 
TOP 

SELLER

#1 
TOP 

SELLER

IN 
STOCK

IT’S TIME TO 

REGISTER FOR 

KINDERGARTEN

In Kindergarten at the WRDSB,  
we help to build a strong foundation  
for learning in a safe and caring  
play-based environment.

Register online by visiting  
www.wrdsb.ca/kindergarten

away from the screens. It is 
really difficult to do. They 
are everywhere,” he said. 

He points to the inven-
tion of Crokicurling – a 
game recently installed at 
The Forks plaza in Win-
nipeg by Public City Ar-
chitecture. It adds a new 
slippery spin to the game 
with an ice surface in the 
shape of a crokinole board 
with pegs and all, but big 
enough for curling rocks. 

“I think that is very 
cool,” said Martin, add-
ing that combining curl-
ing and crokinole isn’t a 
new idea. “Even way back 
when my dad was making 
them, Detroit Curling Club 
was buying our crokinole 
boards, putting them in 
their clubhouse and call-
ing it tabletop curling. 
Even then, there was this 
relationship between curl-
ing and crokinole. Winni-
peg has done a wonderful 
job, and apparently, it is 
huge. I saw some people 
playing and golly, it is a big 
rink.”

The game is thought 
to have been invented in 

the Tavistock area in the 
mid 1800s, and while the 
origins of crokinole are up 
for debate, Martin likes 
the idea of creating boards 
close by to where the game 
came into existence. 

“I am willing to leave it 
at that, and from there, it 
was really quickly adopted 
into family homes,” he 
said, mentioning the game 
was quickly picked up by 
more conservative popula-
tions. “It has never been 
attached to gambling, it 
has never been known to 
be in pool halls or places 
with bad reputations.”

He has been making 
boards for over 30 years 
now, and as he gets closer 
to a possible retirement, 
Martin says the act of 
crafting a board is what 
keeps him going.

“I am on a slide where I 
would like to take it a little 
easier, but I just want to 
make the next board better 
than the last. I just keep 
going at it. A lot of it too 
is respect for my father 
who started it. Now, my 
younger brother Bruce is 
making them too,” he said, 
mentioning the family 

tradition of craftsmanship. 
“The orders just keep com-
ing in. The Willard boards 
are now world renowned. 
We make the boards for the 
World Crokinole Champi-
onships (in Tavistock), the 
Danish Crokinole Organi-
zation uses our boards. In 
2011, the organization did 
an analysis of different 
crokinole boards, and we 
were rated number one.”

To make a crokinole 
board Martin can be proud 
of, he first has to source 
out Canadian maple wood. 
That wasn’t always the 
case, however. 

“The thing that makes 
the best crokinole board 
is also the most difficult 
to find: to acquire good 
wood. That is very, very 
difficult. Twenty-five years 
ago, I could get good wood 
almost anywhere,” he said. 
“Now, it is really difficult. 
We have had to change 
production. We always 
used Russian Baltic Birch, 
but that wood has gone 
so downhill now, coming 
out of Russia. Now, we use 
Canadian maple. It is actu-
ally better than the birch 
became.”

CROKINOLE: No batteries or net connections 
necessary, old-school game seeing a resurgence 
FROM | 11

Willard Martin with an example of his work, made special for the 2017 MCC Heifer Relief Sale last week. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]


