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KINGS SWEEP INTO 
TIE FOR TOP SPOT 
IN CONFERENCE

Elmira’s Trinity United hosts vigil 
for victims of Quebec City shooting

SOLIDARITY / PEACEFUL RESPONSE TO VIOLENCE WHITNEY NEILSON

MEMBERS OF MULTIPLE 
CONGREGATIONS came 
together last week at El-
mira Trinity United Church 
to mourn and pray for the 
victims of the Quebec City 
mosque shooting.

Trinity United Church 
held the prayer vigil on 
Feb. 2, inviting one and all 
to join them to light can-
dles, to pray, and to hear 
from Fauzia Mazhar.

Rev. Sue Campbell ex-
tended the invitation to 
Mazhar, a member of the 
region’s Muslim communi-
ty as well as the co-founder 
of the Coalition of Muslim 
Women of KW and the 
Coordinator of the Family 
Centre in Kitchener. Born 
and raised in Pakistan, she 
and her husband moved to 
Canada in 2010 in search of 
a better life. 

Mazhar read the shoot-
ing victims’ names aloud; 
Azzedine Soufiane, Khaled 
Belkacemi, Aboubaker 
Thabti, Abdelkrim Has-
sane, Mamadou Tanou 
Barry and Ibrahima Barry, 
before providing a moment 
of prayer for them and 
their families.

They also prayed for the 
shooter and anyone else in 
the same state of mind as 
the shooter, as well as the 
five others who were criti-
cally injured in the attack 
on Jan. 29.

“For me personally, it 

VIGIL | 28
Elmira Trinity United Church invited area churches to attend a vigil on Feb. 2 in light of the Quebec City mosque shooting as a show of support for the Muslim community, and all those affected by the tragedy. They took time to pray, 
reflect and light candles in memory of the six victims.  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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1 Union St., Elmira

519-669-3072
THE SHOPS AT ROXTON

www.elmiragif toutlet.com

HOURS:
MON-WED 9:30-5:30
THURS-FRI 9:30-7:00
SATURDAY 9:30-5:30
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REGULAR PRICED

NEXT SENIOR’S DAY
Thursday, February 23rd

Sno-pitch teams took to the baseball diamond, braving the freezing cold and piles of snow at this year’s Linwood Snofest on Saturday 
morning. While teams were out in the snow, the Linwood Fire Department was busy in the kitchen, cooking up scrambled eggs, hash 
browns, beans and toast for hungry guests. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

WEATHER PUTS THE SNO IN LINWOOD’S FEST
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OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 9am-4pm; Closed Sundays519-669-8282

Fast, Friendly & Professional Service

10 Church St. W., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST/OWNER

• Compression Stockings
   (Standard & Customized)

• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose 
   Monitor & Teaching 
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPER ATED

P H A R M A C Y
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Happy to
Continue

serving you
in our current
location for

years to
come.

New program sees children’s counselling services expanded in townships
WHITNEY NEILSON

CHILDREN AND YOUTH IN 
Waterloo Region’s town-
ships now have better ac-
cess to counselling services 
thanks to a partnership 
with Lutherwood and Ca-
rizon Family and Commu-
nity Services.

Together, they created 
Front Door, which provides 
access to child and youth 
mental health services. 

Now, they’re expanding 
those services by placing 
an outreach worker once a 
week in each of the town-
ships.

The services will be 
available at The North 
Dumfries Community 
Health Centre on Mondays, 
the Wellesley Township 
Community Health Centre 
on Tuesdays, and the Wool-
wich Counselling Centre 
and the Wilmot Interfaith 

Counselling Centre on 
Thursdays.

Beth Mason, program 
director at Woolwich 
Counselling Centre, says 
the number-one issue that 
children and youth face 
coming into the centre are 
anxiety and stress, followed 
by depression and social or 
behavioural concerns.

“Families and youth can 
access this service, which is 
a single-session consulta-

tion appointment to access 
the region’s children and 
youth mental health sys-
tem, and the many mental 
health supports and ser-
vices the region offers.  At 
this appointment the Front 
Door worker will hear their 
concerns and address what 
they can with the family or 
youth in that appointment, 
and determine if referrals 
to other community men-
tal health services are nec-

essary,” Mason explained.
They are also there to 

support families and youth 
as they navigate their way 
to more intrusive mental 
health supports.  If the 
outreach worker feels they 
require ongoing counsel-
ling supports, they will 
refer them to the existing 
counselling agencies.  

Funding was provided 
by the Ministry of Children 
and Youth Services to Lu-

therwood to enable Front 
Door to be located in the 
rural areas. The counsel-
ling and community health 
centres are simply provid-
ing the space for Front 
Door to provide this service 
in the townships.

The appointment is free.
“Cost of counselling 

should never be a bar-
rier keeping children and 

The 36th annual Ontario Mennonite Relief Heifer Sale is coming up on Feb. 17 in Listowel. The heifers on the auction block are donated, then sold for the benefit of the Mennonite Central 
Committee. [FILE PHOTO]

Heifer sale an enduring 
tradition in support
of Ontario Mennonite 
relief efforts overseas

LIZ BEVAN

HEIFER SALE | 28

COUNSELLING | 4

who are struggling with 
their own farming opera-
tions in foreign countries. 
Although the funds raised 
are considered undesignat-
ed, agriculture and support-
ing livelihoods is a big part 
of what MCC Ontario does.

“I am just fresh from a 
trip to South Africa, Zam-
bia and Lesotho and one of 
the things we were looking 
at was MCC’s conservation 
and agriculture projects. 
That is becoming a much 
stronger part of MCC’s 
work over the last few 
years. It is something that 
I will be talking about that 
morning while I am open-
ing the sale,” he shared. “I 
want to remind people who 
are supporters of the heifer 
sale that there really is a 
direct link between agricul-
ture here in the region and 
the support of agriculture 
in southern Africa. The 
funds that come in for the 
sale are undesignated, in 
other words, they’re going 
where MCC needs it most. 
Some of those dollars end 
up supporting agriculture 
there directly from agricul-
ture here. That is a big link 
that we like to make.”

The heifers up on the 
auction block are donated 
by local dairy farmers, and 

HAVING GENERATED 
MORE THAN $5 million 
over the past 35 years, the 
annual Ontario Menno-
nite Relief Heifer Sale is a 
significant contributor to 
MCC projects.

This year’s sale is ex-
pected to raise upwards 
of $200,000 for the Men-
nonite Central Committee 
and their work around the 
world, helping develop-
ment and peace-building 
projects. 

Rick Cober Bauman, 
executive director of MCC 
Ontario, says the annual 
heifer sale is one of the 
organization’s biggest fun-
draisers. 

“It is big in terms of the 
dollars raised, in terms of 
the number of years it has 
been running, in terms of 
the number of volunteers 
that are involved from 
planning to execution 
and then the number of 
donors,” he said. “In that, I 
really consider the people 
who donate the heifers and 
the people that buy – they 
are willing to pay a premi-
um for a good cause. Ev-
eryone who gets involved is 
making a contribution.”

He says it is a chance for 
those in the local agricul-
ture industry to help those 
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FREE
Come in

30 Day
Trial!

Celebrating 20 years in service as an Independently Canadian Operated Clinic

Clock Tower Wellness Centre
www.earandhearingclinic.com

69 Arthur St., S., Elmira | 519-669-4425

Discover our award winning 
service, with 3 Doctors of 

Audiology on Staff.

Lyric is the world’s first completely invisible, 
24/7 hearing aid. It requires no handling at all and 
remains in the ear up to four months. Lyric is placed 
entirely inside your ear canal by an audiologist. 
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www.phonak.com
Invisible.
  Hassle Free.
      24/7.

For a limited time only.

Wellesley hopes natural gas program will boost access in township

Region blitzing homes ahead of waste service reductions next month

WHITNEY NEILSON

WHITNEY NEILSON

AN ANNOUNCEMENT LAST 
WEEK by the provincial 
government to invest in 
natural gas access is strik-
ing the right chord for 
Wellesley Township.

Chief administrative 
officer Rik Louwagie says 
access to natural gas is 
lacking right now.

“We don’t have many ar-
eas in the township that are 
covered by natural gas at 
this time,” Louwagie said.

The Ontario government 
has committed to putting 

THERE’S LESS THAN A 
month until garbage col-
lection changes in the 
region, and if you want to 
know how you’re affected, 
you should probably check 
your mailbox.

Waste collection calen-
dars were mailed to home-
owners across the region 
this month to remind resi-
dents what their collection 
date will be as of Mar. 6, 
when the new contractors 
take over.

Included in the calendar 

$100 million into a new nat-
ural gas grant program. The 
program will begin accept-
ing applications this spring.

According to the town-
ship’s director of plan-
ning, Geoff VanderBaaren, 
Wellesley Village, St. Clem-
ents, Linwood, Hawkesville 
and Heidelberg have access 
to natural gas.

Lowagie says one of the 
barriers to expanding the 
services to the rural areas is 
the cost of the infrastructure.

“Union Gas has been 
very slow to expand the in-
frastructure. Rural custom-

are ten free garbage tags 
which can be used on your 
garbage if you find yourself 
with more bags than the 
limit allows. You will be 
able to purchase more of 
them if needed.

Mar. 6 is also the date 
when garbage will start 
being collected every 
other week. Blue boxes and 
green bins will be collected 
weekly. You will be allowed 
to put out four bags of gar-
bage every two weeks.

Kathleen Barsoum, waste 
management coordina-
tor for Waterloo Region, 

ers especially are wanting 
it. We have a large Menno-
nite population that runs 
off generators here and 
they would really like to 
have access to natural gas 
on their farms to reduce 
the cost of operating those 
generators. But the cost of 
the infrastructure to go to 
those rural areas is just too 
high. So hopefully this new 
program that the Ontario 
government has brought 
out may alleviate some of 
that,” Louwagie said.

He says the lack of 
natural gas access is one 

says they’ve had plenty of 
people coming in to pick 
up green bins and blue 
boxes in preparation for the 
changes. She says the four-
bag limit shouldn’t be an 
issue for most people, ac-
cording to curbside audits.

“We do know that from 
our studies during our 
multi-years of research to 
implement these changes 
that the majority of our 
residents are already well 
below these four bags per 
two weeks. As a matter of 
fact I think the number’s 
86 per cent are already put-

of the stumbling blocks 
that keeps businesses from 
opening in the township. 
Better access could help 
level the playing field if 
they had the same resourc-
es available as other centres 
do. The geographic location 
can be another issue. 

“However we do have a 
lot of people that do want to 
establish a business in the 
township and accessible 
natural gas would certainly 
be one more reason to bring 
them here, or one more rea-
son why they would choose 
to stay here or locate here 

ting out two bags or less 
per week. It’s not a big, 
scary thing,” she said.

The new contractor for 
the townships, Emterra En-
vironmental, is taking over 
from Plein and redesigning 
the routes. It’s important to 
note that collection trucks 
will begin their routes at 7 
a.m., so you should have 
your garbage out before 
then – even if you’re used 
to it not being picked up 
until later in the day.

Garbage collection will 
change to Wednesdays for 
all Wellesley Township 

rather than somewhere 
else,” Louwagie said.

He says they’ve dis-
cussed increasing the ac-
cess with Union Gas before 
but it came down to an 
issue of costs. There have 
been plans to expand the 
pipeline before but the 
funding wasn’t in place to 
make it happen.

Once more details are 
available he believes the 
township will apply to the 
program, and then discuss 
with Union Gas because 
the program involves a mu-
nicipality partnering with 

residents. Garbage will be 
collected on Thursdays and 
Fridays, depending where 
you live in Woolwich Town-
ship.

She says green bins have 
been delivered to all of the 
homes that previously were 
not part of the program.

“There were probably 
about 3,000 homes in the 
township areas that did not 
have green bin collection 
and had every second week 
blue box collection, so for 
them they get an increase 
in the service,” she said.

There’s no limit on how 
many green bins and blue 
boxes you can put out.

And she adds the town-
ship schools have consis-
tently put out far more 
green carts – the green bin’s 
big brother – than any other 
schools, with Wellesley 
Public School putting out 
roughly a dozen green carts 
per week. That hasn’t been 
the case everywhere though.

“It had been a slow start, 
let me tell you. As home of 
the blue box, that surprised 
us. We didn’t expect that 
because we thought every-
one would want to jump on 
board and there was such 

a provider to apply for the 
funding.

Louwagie heard about 
the announcement while at 
the Rural Ontario Munici-
pal Association conference.

“It was one of the first 
things I wrote down when I 
was at the conference actual-
ly. As soon as I heard this an-
nouncement I knew it would 
be something we would look 
into,” Louwagie said. 

Once they have further 
discussions with Union 
Gas he plans to present the 
natural gas grant program 
to council.

a big presence for green 
bins all across Ontario,” she 
said.

But she says they’ve been 
giving out around 1,000 
green bins per week for the 
past six weeks as families 
prepare for the changes.

There will be no garbage 
exception for families with 
babies, but if they want to 
they can drop off used in-
fant diapers in a clear bag 
at the landfill in Waterloo 
or the Cambridge waste 
management site.

Their waste studies have 
shown two-thirds of the 
amount of garbage end-
ing up in the landfill could 
have been recycled.

The current landfill has 
15 to 20 years left if we keep 
going at the rate we’re go-
ing. If we’re able to divert 
some of that waste, it could 
last longer. Regional engi-
neering staff are looking 
into other technologies 
to deal with waste in the 
future.

“I think once we get used 
to it in our homes and how 
to sort I think it will be eas-
ier than people might think 
it is. That’s always the way 
it is with change.”

youth, or anyone from 
receiving counselling.  Our 
region is fortunate to have 
many counselling agencies 
who provide a sliding fee 
scale and various subsidy 
programs, enabling every-
one to access counselling 
support,” Mason added.

Woolwich Counselling 
receives referrals for child 
and youth counselling 
from across the region and 
will now also be offering 
counselling services in 
Wellesley at the Wellesley 
Community Health Centre 
on Mondays, starting the 
end of February.  Individu-
als seeking counselling 

at either the Woolwich or 
Wellesley location can call 
Woolwich Counselling 
Centre to make an appoint-
ment.

Woolwich Counselling 
Centre has some upcoming 
child and youth programs 
including “No Need To 
Fret,” an anxiety group for 
children, “Glad To Be Me,” 
a self-esteem program, and 
“Understanding and Re-
sponding to Self-Harm,” an 
educational workshop.

Woolwich Counselling 
Centre can be reached at 
519-669-8651. Families and 
youth can access Front 
Door’s single session con-
sultation service by calling 
Front Door at 519-749-2932.

FROM | 3

COUNSELLING: Services
offered at no cost to clients
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POLICE BLOTTER

F E B R U A R Y  3

3:00 AM | Wellington County 
OPP received a call regarding a 
structure fire at an abandoned 
shed on Highway 7 near Woolwich-
Guelph Townline.  A short time 
later, a second fire to an abandoned 
home and barn was located on 
Township Road 3, in close proxim-
ity to the first fire. The Guelph Fire 
Department attended both scenes 
and is investigating these incidents 
with the Wellington County OPP 
and the West Region OPP Forensics 
Identification Services Unit. Any 
person with information regarding 
these incidents should contact the 
Wellington County OPP at 1-888-
310-1122.

F E B R U A R Y  4

4:07 AM | The Wellington 
County OPP investigated the driver 
of a 2001 Subaru that was travelling 
northbound on the Guelph-
Woolwich Townline in Woolwich 
Township. While speaking with the 
driver, officers detected the odour 
of alcohol on his breath. The driver 

Police issue a warning 
about fake insurance slips
FOLLOWING THE TRAFFIC 
STOP of a vehicle at Bridge 
Street and Ebycrest Road 
near Breslau last fall, Wa-
terloo Regional Police are 
warning residents about a 
scam involving fraudulent 
insurance slips. 

An investigation has 
revealed that, during the 
past nine months, a suspect 
makes contact with some-
one online and then attends 

their home to sell them in-
surance slips from Noonan 
and Noonan Insurance Bro-
kers. Police have been able 
to confirm that no such bro-
kerage exists in Canada and 
the slips are fraudulent. 

Police are asking anyone 
who may have insurance 
slips from Noonan and 
Noonan Insurance Brokers 
to call 519-653-7700, ext. 
6399.

subsequently failed a roadside 
screening test, resulting in his 
arrest and transportation to an 
OPP station for further testing. The 
20-year-old Kitchener man was 
charged with ‘over 80 mgs.’ He is to 
appear in Guelph Criminal Court on 
Mar. 3 to answer to the charge. 

9:35 AM | Perth County 
OPP were notified of graffiti that 
had been done to the Perth East 
Recreation Complex in Milverton. 
The investigation  revealed that 
unknown person(s)  had spray 
painted four separate areas on the 
rear of the building with yellow-or 
orange-colored paint, likely at 
some point over the weekend. The 
Perth County OPP is requesting 
anyone with information that can 
assist police to call 1-888-310-1122 
or (519) 393-6123. Should you wish 
to remain anonymous, call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) 
or submit a secure web-tip at 
www.pc-crimestoppers.ca/, where 
you may be eligible to receive a 
cash reward of up to $2,000.

NO INJURIES IN ST. JACOBS HOUSE FIRE

Firefighters from St. Jacobs, Elmira and Conestogo attended a fire at 128 Queensway Dr. in St. Jacobs on Wednesday morning. Residents in 
the upper and main floors were home at the time and everyone escaped unharmed. The fire was located in the top floor and smoke was 
visible upon arrival.  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Woolwich backs 
call for funding

Noting the province has saddled 
municipalities with unsupportable 
legislation governing fire services, 
the Town of New Tecumseth is calling 
on Queen’s Park to pony up some 
financial support for the extra costs.

Meeting this week, Woolwich 
councillors backed their counterpart’s 
resolution calling for fire department 
expenses for equipment, training, 
capital costs and the like to qualify for 
provincial infrastructure funding.

Small municipalities, in particular, 

face a large burden for capital ex-
penses as well as service costs, often 
mandated with little evidence of need 
or support.

Housing market 
remains hot

The number of residential sales 
in January through the Multiple 
Listing System (MLS) of the Kitchener-
Waterloo Association of Realtors 
increased 5.8 per cent compared to 
January 2016 and 22 per cent above 
the five-year average for January.  

There was a total of 327 residential 
properties sold last month, including 

194 detached homes (down 5.4 per 
cent compared to January 2016) and 79 
condominium units (up 19.7 per cent). 
Sales also included 32 semi-detached 
homes (up 128.6 per cent) and 20 
freehold townhouses (down 9.1 per 
cent). 

While demand remained strong 
in January, the number of active 
listings was down significantly: There 
were 367 active listings at the end of 
January, compared to 1,068 in 2016, the 
organization said in a release.

The average days on market in 
January were significantly shorter 
than a year ago: 22 days, compared to 
47 days, and six days quicker than in 

December.
The average sales price of all 

residential properties sold in January 
was $421,104, a 0.5 per cent decline 
compared to the previous month, and 
a 19.1 per cent increase compared to 
January 2016.  

Reaching a new milestone in 
December, the average price of a 
detached home sold through the MLS 
system surpassed the half million 
mark; a benchmark that was repeated 
again in January, with the average 
detached home selling for $501,821, an 
increase of 22.7 per cent compared to 
the same month a year ago. 

In the condominium market the 

average sale price for an apartment-
style unit was $237,220 in January, a 
2.8 per cent decrease compared to the 
previous month, and a 17.1 increase 
compared to the same month a year 
ago. Townhomes and semis sold for 
an average of $323,946 (up 5.8 per 
cent compared to December) and 
$353,295 (up six per cent compared to 
December) respectively. 

Deal to service 
Woolwich lot

Literally across the street from 
Waterloo, a Woolwich property will 
have municipal water/sewer services 

thanks to a cross-border servicing 
agreement approved this week by 
township council.

The deal applies to 3061 University 
Ave., where the owners plan to build 
a new single-family home on what is 
currently a vacant lot. They’ll now be 
able to tap into the city services that 
run up the middle of the road, the 
other side of which is in Waterloo. That 
provides an alternative to installing a 
private well and septic system.

All costs for the installation will 
be paid for by the property owners. 
Payments for ongoing services will 
be paid directly to the city, with no 
involvement by the township.

YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT

STEPHANIE FORTE
B.A., B.Ed., R.M.T., R.H.N.

www.youarewhatueat .com
Conestogo | 519-569-1616

Holistic Nutrition for Health, Weight 
loss & Management, Digestive Issues

Pre/Post-Natal Doula Services
Massage Therapy 

SINCE 1998

ELMIRA
INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

SAT. FEB. 11 @ 12:30pm - 3:00pm
Bauman Machine & Tool (First & Industrial Dr.)

$40
$45 20LB

BOX

www.indianriverdirect.com

HONEYBELLS
Florida Ruby 
Red Grapefruit

Florida Seedless 
Navel Oranges

$35
20LB
BOX

20LB
BOX

(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri. & Sat. 8-8reservations
recommended

Specials
FEB 14

11am – 4pm 4pm – 8pm
LUNCH DINNER

or
Dessert & drinks included with 

all Valentine’s specials.

1:30 PM | A fire broke out 
inside the Elmira Pet Products 
plant located at 35 Martins Ln. in 
Elmira. Several employees were 
inside and were evacuated without 
injury. It is believed that the blaze 
was a result of a malfunctioning 
machine that overheated and 
ignited food stock. The incident 
is currently under investigation 
by the Township of Woolwich 
Fire Department. Damage was 
estimated at upwards of $50,000.

F E B R U A R Y  7

6:00 PM | Police today 
released photos of two people 
they’d like to speak to in relation to 
a break-in that occurred last month 
at the Pym’s Village Market, located 
at 1192 Queens Bush Rd. in Wellesley. 
On Jan. 16 at 2:30 a.m., suspects 
gained entry by smashing a window 
of the front vestibule and then a 
glass doorway. The suspects then 
took an undisclosed amount of cash, 
lottery tickets and cigarettes. Shortly 
after, some of the lottery tickets 
were cashed in at a convenience 
store in a nearby town. Anyone with 
information is asked to call 519-650-
8500, ext. 8292 or Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477.
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No longer part of the school 
curriculum, cursive writing still plays 
an important role, say proponents

LONG GONE ARE THE days when school children would practice their best curly 
qs, tracing letter after letter until they mastered the art of cursive writing.

As quickly as computers and mobile devices entered the classroom, cursive 
writing vanished from Ontario’s public schools.

Now students are learning to communicate in a myriad of ways. Some wonder 
what has been lost and what the effects – however minimal – will be on the first 
generation to not learn cursive writing.

Aline Chan teaches calligraphy and cursive writing across southern Ontario, 
including workshops in Elmira, and feels much has been lost by removing the 
practice from schools.

“I’m from the Caribbean and up until high school I’ve always used a fountain 
pen. When I first started school the British system insisted that you use the dip 
pen. We automatically learned how to write with calligraphy. The digital era, 

with everyone wanting to use comput-
ers, we’ve seen the death of cursive,” 
Chan said.

She says the loss of 
cursive also helped 
bring about the de-
cline in postal mail. 
Instead we’re now 
being deluged with 
emails.

She still teaches 
cursive writing to high 
school students, who 
she says are interested 
in learning it. She no-
ticed an uptick in in-
terest when the Harry 
Potter and Lord of the 
Rings movies grew in 
popularity due to the 
handwriting visible in 
the films.

Chan usually has 
a waiting list for her 
classes in Hamilton 
and many of her stu-
dents are learning it to 
be able to write decorative invitations 
and cards, often for weddings.

“Some students actually spend their 
spare change buying their own pens,” 
Chan said.

Aside from the aesthetics, Chan 
notes there are some real benefits to 
handwriting as opposed to typing. 

“There’s certain studies that say 
when you write with a pen or just 
handwriting, when you take notes it 
engages your brain more deeply, and 
it improves children’s dexterity, fine 
motor skills,” Chan said.

She’s also read that when you hand-
write instead of typing on a keyboard 
you think better and you develop bet-
ter thinking strategies. Research has 
shown kids who know how to do basic 
handwriting have an expanded vocab-
ulary and they can spell better, which 
makes sense, given the fact writing on 

paper doesn’t have spell check to fix 
your mistakes.

Despite the preva-
lence of computers 
and mobile devices 
for communication, 
she still sees a real 
need for basic hand-
writing skills.

“It’s quite upsetting 
when I see kids that 
reach high school 
and they don’t know 
basic handwriting. 
They can’t even hold 
a pen properly, they 
hold it like they’re 
holding a stylus,” 
Chan said.

But she doesn’t 
think schools should 
revert back to cursive 
writing drills, rather 
she’s pushing for 
basic handwriting – 
joining letters togeth-
er – to be taught.

And she might get her wish if other 
schools follow the Toronto Catholic 
School Board which brought back 
mandatory cursive writing. Chan 
notes it’s also being reintroduced in 
the U.S.

Despite not being required by the 
Ontario curriculum, cursive writing is 
required in Ontario when signing legal 
documents like a passport or driver’s 
license.

“There was something in the To-
ronto news not too long ago about a 
kid who went to get his driver’s license 
and he couldn’t because he couldn’t 
write. He could only print. There are 
cases of teenagers applying for pass-
ports and they have to learn to sign 
their name in handwriting and they 
have been denied,” Chan said.

For Chan, it’s important to pass the 
knowledge and appreciation of the 

BY WHITNEY NEILSON

“It’s quite upsetting 
when I see kids that 
reach high school 
and they don’t know 
basic handwriting. 
They can’t even hold 
a pen properly, … ”

ALINE CHAN

St. Clement Catholic School is one of many schools in the region which offers Artshine, a mobile art school. The eight-week program began on Monday. The warm-up activity was cursive writing. Here,  Sophia L. and Darcy B. learn  from instructor Lorna how to write a 
cursive L. Only one of the nine students participating in the lunchtime program had ever been introduced to cursive writing before. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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handwritten word on to 
the next generation. When 
her granddaughter entered 
Grade 3 and wasn’t being 
taught cursive she took it 
upon herself to show her 
how to join her printed let-
ters to do basic handwrit-
ing.

“I don’t teach it with all 
the curls. I teach them more 
than the handwriting and 
how to join their letters. 
Teaching cursive right now 
is an option for the schools 
and it’s an option for the 
teachers. And most teach-
ers cannot write cursive so 
they don’t teach it. Also, the 
curriculum is so fact-based 
the teachers don’t have 
time to spend on cursive,” 
Chan said.

Chan also teaches at the 
Dundas Valley School of 
Art and museums across 
Ontario. 

Wendy Goulden, an edu-
cation services consultant 
for the Waterloo Region 
District School Board, ex-
plains teachers are guided 
by the Ontario curriculum. 
The most current cur-
riculum stands as a policy 
document from 2006. 

Handwriting has always 
fallen under the language 
curriculum, which has a 
writing strand in it.

“Within the writing 
strand over the years cur-
sive writing has appeared or 
not appeared and basically 
it’s the provincial position,” 
Goulden explained.

She says in 1997 in the 
old curriculum there was 
a little piece in there that 
placed cursive writing and 
learning to print under vi-
sual presentation but when 
they revised the provincial 
curriculum in 2006 that 
disappeared. 

There is no provincial 
guidance around cursive 
writing at all. 

“The only place that a 
teacher might make a very 
minor link to cursive writ-
ing in their practice would 

be in the writing strand. 
There is a tiny little area 
that focuses on publishing 
and it basically talks about 
presenting a finished prod-
uct and they would give 
kids opportunities to pres-
ent a finished product and 
it could be using different 
strategies. So it might in-
clude a certain kind of font 
or a certain kind of graphic 
that’s used or a certain kind 
of layout, and to use legible 
printing or cursive writing,” 
Goulden said.

She says they’re always 
encouraging teachers to 
think about the intention 
of the language curriculum 
and the writing strand. Now 
they’re more focused on 
teaching students how to be 
effective and efficient com-
municators.

“Over time, so much has 
changed in terms of how 
we communicate through 
texts and technology and 
computers and personal 
devices. Really teachers 
are thinking about incor-
porating all of those kinds 
of communication skills,” 
Goulden said.

She says sometimes a 
teacher will use cursive 
writing as an extra activity 
if students are interested in 
it or the teacher will write in 
cursive to communicate to 
the students so that they’re 
able to read cursive writing. 

There’s more of an em-
phasis being placed on 
learning how to be a critical 
thinker, having strong oral 
communication skills and 
collaboration that teachers 
are trying to find ways to 
support those skills with 
less time spent on some of 
the traditional skills, like 
cursive writing.

This does beg the ques-
tion, what might students 
be losing?

“If you appreciate hand-
writing then you may be 
inclined to say, yes, it is 
an art that is being lost. 
Others might say, ‘are you 

kidding me, if you saw my 
handwriting you would be 
much more pleased to see a 
printed text come from me 
because my handwriting is 
atrocious,’” Goulden said. 

Keith Schelter, owner of  
Schelter Office Plus in Elmi-
ra, certainly doesn’t think 
the written word is dead. He 
keeps a small assortment of 
calligraphy products in the 
Elmira store as well as some 
additional supplies such as 
calligraphy markers in the 
warehouse.

“We still have a very ac-
tive writing business with 
large volumes of writing 
and art instruments selling 
to consumers and business 
customers alike. I believe 
that people still like vari-
ety in their writing tools 
and people often have a 
favourite that they like best. 
Colour is very important, 
but so is the feel of the writ-
ing tool in the user’s hand. 
Young and old alike seem 
to enjoy selecting a writing 
tool and I think the simple 
experience of writing on a 
sheet of paper has always 
been reflective of the skill 
and imagination of the 
person doing the writing,” 
Schelter said.

He notes what comes out 
on the paper is a combina-
tion of correct form, which 
mattered more in the past, 
and personal style, result-
ing in a unique bit of every-
day artwork. 

A couple of fun facts that 
Chan can’t help but men-
tion: the White House has a 
whole team of calligraphers 
who create all the invita-
tions and envelopes in 
calligraphy, and when Bill 
Gates got married he hired 
a Canadian calligrapher to 
do his wedding invitations.

“Handwriting is personal. 
When you type something 
on a keyboard every letter is 
the same. There is no char-
acter in it. And handwriting 
develops character,” said 
Chan.
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Schelter Office Plus’ sales leader Jen Sharp shows some of the calligraphy supplies they offer. Owner Keith Schelter doesn’t believe the 
written word is dead, evidenced by the sales of writing instruments.  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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THAT THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENT is 
out hyping changes to garbage collection like 
they’re new iPhones is your first clue something 
is amiss. The amount of time spent selling the 
service cuts is in inverse proportion to the pub-
lic benefit.

In case you missed the message, the changes start rolling 
out Mar. 6. Garbage collection times will be cut in half. With 
region-wide bag limits, some people’s service will be drasti-
cally curtailed. Blue and green bins will be collected as they 
have been, with some expansion to the latter.

You can see the rationale for this from the region’s per-
spective. Its green bin project has been a money-loser, 
largely the result of poor planning in signing a long-term 
disposal deal with Guelph. By reducing garbage collection 
by 50 per cent, administrators hope the threat of two-week-
old garbage – especially pungent in the summer – will drive 
more people to the green bins, despite any improvements to 
the messy system.

Better still – from the region’s perspective, not yours – 
there’s no reduction in your taxes corresponding to the 
service cuts. Instead, the money can be redirected to other 
priorities where the losses are much larger, say, light rail 
transit. 

That the changes have nothing to do with serving the 
public, saving taxpayers’ money or improving the environ-
ment was readily apparent in the transfer station debate. 
The townships lost a well-used service – again, without 
any commensurate reduction in taxes – and the region was 
reluctant to support a private option in Woolwich for fear 
of losing revenue if the operator took the waste to other, 
cheaper jurisdictions. It wasn’t about the environment – 
hurt by both illegal dumping and the extra pollution created 
by township residents being forced to drive to the Erb Street 
landfill site – or diverting trash, but about the money.

That’s not to say that diversion efforts aren’t worthwhile. 
A successful green bin program would keep waste out of 
landfill sites. No need to be disingenuous about it, however. 
If the region wants people to use the green bins, it should 
have made the system cleaner and more convenient. But, as 
with many of its offerings – see transit, again – officials are 
more intent on their programs than on what suits the public.

Bailing out poor decision making aside, greater uptake 
would serve more than just the environment. For every 
1,000 tonnes of waste diverted, two jobs are supported, ac-
cording to economic studies.

Less than a quarter of the garbage produced in Ontario 
is currently diverted from disposal sites through practices 
such as recycling, composting, and reusing waste material. 
Boosting Ontario’s diversion rate to 60 per cent would add 
13,000 jobs and contribute another $1.5 billion to GDP.

Diverting significantly more waste would increase em-
ployment and economic activity in the province, while 
reducing Ontario’s dependency on U.S. landfills in Michigan 
and New York State. 

The Ontario government has a stated goal of diverting 
60 per cent of the waste collected in the province into recy-
cling, reuse and composting.

Studies suggest that increasing waste diversion from its 
current 23 per cent to 60 per cent would – once the 60 per 
cent-rate is reached (and maintained) – support the equiva-
lent of an additional 12,700 direct and indirect full-time 
jobs, and add $1.5 billion to provincial gross domestic prod-
uct. 

Wise diversion 
of waste would 
pay dividends

IN ROMANIA, AFTER 
FIVE straight nights of 
mass demonstration in 
Bucharest’s main square, 
the government agreed to 
withdraw an emergency 
decree that decriminalized 
various abuses of political 
power (on the grounds that 
the jails were too crowded). 
If you defrauded the state 
of less than $47,500, under 
the new rules, you might 
have to pay it back, but you 
wouldn’t go to jail.

More to the point, those 
already serving sentences 
or facing charges for steal-
ing, say, $47,499 would be 
released from jail or see 
the charges dismissed – 
including the leader of the 
governing Social Demo-
cratic Party, Liviu Dragnea, 
who was convicted of steal-
ing only $27,000. (That’s 
not necessarily how much 
he stole; just how much 
they could prove he stole.)

Romania used to be one 
of the most corrupt coun-
tries in Europe, but since 
it joined the European 
Union in 2007 it has been 

Dealing with the power of the Crowd and the Law
under great pressure from 
Brussels to clean up its 
act. There was also huge 
domestic pressure from 
ordinary Romanians who 
are sick of their venal poli-
ticians, and the anti-cor-
ruption drive was making 
real progress.

Then on Jan. 31, Prime 
Minister Sorin Grindeanu’s 
government issued its de-
cree freeing hundreds of 
jailed politicians, officials 
and even judges. It was 
due to go into effect next 
Friday, but right away the 
crowd came pouring out 
into the streets in Bucha-
rest and all the other big 
cities.

After five nights of 
mass demonstrations, the 
government cancelled its 
decree on Saturday. The 
Crowd won, and both jus-
tice and democracy were 
well served.

The other very dodgy 
decree of recent days was 
in Washington, where 
President Trump signed 
an “executive order” im-
posing a 90-day ban on 
citizens of seven Muslim-
majority countries seeking 
to enter the United States 
(even if they were legal 
U.S. residents or had been 
issued visas after vetting 

by U.S. embassies) and an 
indefinite ban on Syrian 
refugees.

Like the Romanian de-
cree, its legality was doubt-
ful. As in Romania, the pro-
testing crowds came out in 
large numbers in the Unit-
ed States (though propor-
tionally in much smaller 
numbers, and certainly not 
for five successive nights). 
But what really brought 
Trump’s plan grinding to 
a halt, at least for the mo-
ment, was a judge.

U.S. District Senior Judge 
James Robarts of Seattle 
issued an order suspending 
the Trump ban – and even 
President Trump obeyed 
it (although he did refer to 
Robarts, with typical gra-
ciousness, as a “so-called 
judge”). The whole machin-
ery of government went 
into reverse, entry visas 
are being re-validated, and 
even Syrian immigrants are 
being admitted to the Unit-
ed States again. The rule of 
law has prevailed.

Two crises in two demo-
cratic countries, and two 
reasonably satisfactory res-
olutions. It was the Crowd 
that did the heavy lifting 
in Romania, and the Law 
that did the crucial work in 
the United States. But they 

should not be seen as al-
ternatives; sometimes you 
need them both.

Robarts was not required 
to make a full legal case for 
his action at this stage in 
the proceedings: he simply 
ordered the ban suspended 
to avoid serious harm be-
ing done to individuals 
by an executive order that 
may contravene the First 
Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution.

When the case goes to 
the appeals court, and pos-
sibly then to the Supreme 
Court, the argument of 
those opposing the ban will 
doubtless be that it flouts 
the First Amendment 
requirement that one reli-
gious denomination can-
not be officially preferred 
over another.

This may persuade the 
Ninth Circuit Appeals 
Court in San Francisco, 
which is relatively liberal, 
and even to the Supreme 
Court, which will continue 
to be split evenly between 
liberals and conservatives 
until Trump’s nominee for 
the ninth seat on the Court 
is approved by Congress. 
Or it may not.

Even if the appeal courts 

DYER | 10

Pizza’s not the only thing the region is trying to feed you as it rolls out its less-for-more garbage-collection plan.
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Push for privatizing government services stems from lack of accountability

DOES PRIVATIZATION OF 
PUBLIC sector services 
work? In many cases, no. 
But it is ever so satisfying.

Having run as the not-
Rob-Ford candidate, To-
ronto Mayor John Tory has 
been channeling his pre-
decessor by championing 
the privatization of garbage 
collection on the east side 
of the city. Unlike Ford, 
he’s wavering on the issue 
given that many council-
lors lack backbone.

Ford was able to privatize 
waste collection on the 
west side of the city after 
a messy, unhealthy strike 
in 2009 that left many citi-
zens eager to lay a figura-
tive beat-down on the city 
workers involved. That sen-
timent is still very much 
alive today.

Unfortunately, revenge 
was not as sweet as it 
could have been last time 
around given a previous 
administration’s ill-advised 
agreement to find other 
work for those displaced 
by outsourcing. The work 

was privatized, but the city 
couldn’t simply fire the 
bastards, to the chagrin of 
fed-up taxpayers.

Moving to fully private 
garbage collection is prob-
ably inevitable in Toronto, 
as the idea has plenty of 
traction. As Toronto is one 
of the few cities still using 
in-house staff to pick up 
the trash – more than 80 
per cent, including Wa-
terloo Region, use private 
services – there are plenty 
of examples showing that 
outsourcing works for this 
service.

In some ways, it would 
be gratifying in Toronto 
and elsewhere to see a 
wholesale swing to priva-
tization simply as a means 
to counter unfair and un-
sustainable property tax 
increases, largely fueled by 
wages and salaries, along 
with poor decisions at the 
council level. But, and you 
knew there had to be a but, 
that could easily backfire.

Fact is, there are enough 
case studies to wave a yel-
low flag before we get roll-
ing too far with that notion.

Few people outside of 
those with profits in mind 
would care to see water 
services privatized, for in-

stance. We’ve already rou-
tinely seen rate increases 
far beyond inflation, large-
ly due to provincially-man-
dated cost-recovery models 
that means we’ll be paying 
for infrastructure upgrades 
directly through water and 
sewer fees. Facing the same 
costs to deliver services, 
plus the desire for profit, 
private companies would 
either boost rates faster or 
cut corners to trim their 
costs. Our schadenfreude 
over turfed municipal 
workers being replaced 
by lower-paid employees 
wouldn’t be enough to 
make up for that.

In such cases, we’re bet-
ter off keeping the services 
under public control. Bet-
ter still under political 
control, where we can 
bring pressure to bear on 
our elected officials to keep 
prices down – if politicians 
and bureaucrats actually 
honoured their fiduciary 
duty to residents. Well, 
that’s the theory at any 
rate. We have a long way to 
go before politicians listen 
to what citizens are tell-
ing them, but every once 
in a while we get really fed 
up and the result is what 
happened with Ford’s elec-

tion. (Similar results on 
a national scale put Don-
ald Trump in the White 
House.)

In privatizing services 
such as garbage collection, 
municipalities lower costs 
in the short-term if they 
can simply shed employ-
ees rather than face costly 
buyouts or reassignments. 
But it’s in the long run that 
the real savings come, as 
governments avoid costly 
benefits and pensions, 
which in some cases cost 
more than the wages while 
employees were on the 
payroll. 

Garbage collection is a 
natural starting point, as 
there are easily accessible 
private-sector alternatives. 
Much larger savings would 
come from downsizing and 
outsourcing services such 
as firefighting – the largest 
single cost in the region’s 
cities, for instance – where 
the costs far outweigh 
the benefits to taxpayers. 
In this case, much of the 
blame lies with the prov-
ince, which has saddled 
municipalities with use-
less regulations, governing 
bodies and labour laws 
that do nothing but cost 
money. (Here’s where the 

Trump resolve to slash red 
tape would be very useful, 
instead of cutting actual 
safeguards for the public, 
which is the new presi-
dent’s goal.)

A clear example of the 
problem can be seen in 
what happened follow-
ing the Walkerton fiasco. 
Instead of treating what 
happened as an isolated 
incident, compounded by 
Harris government cuts to 
inspectors, the province 
instituted sweeping new 
measures, including ex-
cessive amounts of water 
testing, that collectively 
added millions of dollars 
to municipal spending. 
There were plenty of new 
rules and procedures, but 
not one dime to help local 
governments pay for them. 
The result: not one iota of 
improvement, but plenty of 
added expenses.

With services such as 
firefighting and policing, 
municipalities are stuck 
with an arbitration system 
that works against the pub-
lic interest, doesn’t take 
into account a municipal-
ity’s financial situation 
and provides zero account-
ability. 

For real progress, the 

province would have to 
sweep away the system, 
along with agencies such 
as the fire marshal, which 
creates regulations that 
appear arbitrary – not-
evidenced based – with the 
sole intent of making work 
within the industry itself.

The same is true of the 
steps needed to comply 
with the Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act (ODA), 
for instance, which forces 
a range of measures and 
costs on municipalities 
even where it makes no 
sense at all. This goes 
beyond elevators, ramps 
and sidewalk cuts in new 
construction, but extends 
to such things as providing 
alternative document for-
mats despite zero demand 
in communities such as 
Wellesley and Woolwich. 
Still, everyone will be 
forced to pay for it.

All of this is a reminder 
that officials, local and 
provincial, need to see the 
big picture. That prover-
bial one-and-only source 
of tax money is under at-
tack on multiple fronts. 
Something’s got to give. 
For municipalities, that 

What would be your ideal Valentine’s Day?

Watching a movie with my boyfriend 

 » Avery Klooster

Eating pizza 

 » Laura Salvador

Supper and movie with my boyfriend 

 » Taylor Clemmer

Living the single life

 » Brooke Murphy

Hanging out with all my friends 

 » Nikita Hundt

“The U.S. Constitution has won the first round of the battle against Trump’s authoritarian tendencies. ” Gwynne Dyer | 8
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FROM | 8

 » 2017 Cost of Love study 

ultimately rejects Robarts’ 
argument and re-imposes 
the ban, the Law will have 
successfully curbed the 
abuse of executive power. 
It always has to be curbed, 
because even with the best 
of intentions those who 
hold power will inevita-
bly try to expand it – and 
sometimes they do not 
have the best of intentions. 

The U.S. Constitution 
has won the first round of 
the battle against Trump’s 
authoritarian tendencies. 
Full marks to James Ro-
barts (who was nominated, 
by the way, by George W. 
Bush’s Republican admin-
istration).

But four years is a long 
time, and there will be oc-
casions when lawyers won’t 
be enough. The Crowd will 

be needed as well: dem-
onstrations as large, as 
disciplined and as patient 
as those in Romania. And 
as suspicious of being be-
trayed once they have gone 
home.

The night after the Ro-
manian government can-
celled its “emergency de-
cree,” there was the biggest 
demonstration of all: half 
a million people in Victory 
Square in Bucharest. Why? 
Because the government 
had muttered something 
about addressing the same 
“issue” of allegedly crowd-
ed jails through normal 
legislation in parliament, 
which would still really be 
about getting crooked poli-
ticians out of jail.

So they won’t go home 
until Prime Minister Grin-
deanu promises not to 
bring the subject up again.

The cost of a budding relationship through to full bloom is 
$66,444.09, up 7% from last year. The figure includes the average 
costs associated with a one-year dating period, a one-year 
engagement, as well as the cost of an average Canadian wedding, 
including a honeymoon.

 » Charles Lammam of the Fraser Institute on a new study showing government 
employees in Ontario receive 13.4%  higher wages than comparable workers in the 
private sector, excluding benefits and pensions that boost the gap still wider 

“Queen’s Park and the federal government, which has a lot of 
employees in Ontario, are both struggling financially. Scrutinizing 
public sector compensation would be a good first step to address 
their fiscal challenges without affecting services.” 

 » From the Feb. 9, 2002 edition of The Observer

A controversial plan to allow a mix of residential and industrial uses 
on farms in Wellesley Township got the nod at a council meeting 
Feb. 4 despite sharp opposition. Having passed the update to the 
township’s growth strategy, councillors then approved measures to 
permit the so-called cluster pilot to proceed.

COME JOIN US ON A BUS TRIP TO

Chris
tia

n

Tours
Ask Your Friends 
to Come Along! 

BOOK NOW TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT! 5196695557

INCLUDES: Bus fare, 3 nights Motel, Admission to Creation 
Museum, Planetarium and Admission to Noah’s Ark.

$649.00 per person

Petersburg, Kentucky, USA
March 7-10, 2017

means reducing spending 
on other programs – and 
thus overall tax rates – to 
compensate. If Wool-
wich, for instance, needs 
more money to deal with 
infrastructure, it had bet-
ter find a way to reduce 
property taxes by a com-
mensurate amount. The 
same applies for water and 

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from February 13 – February 18

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$3.99 REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb.

Smoked Pork 
Chops

Store Made Fresh Cut

Stewing Beef
REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb.

$4.99

Lamb
Burgers

Ground
Chicken

Fresh

REG. PRICE
$4.49 /lb.

$3.79

Store Made

Regular or Garlic
Breakfast Sausage

Fire Roasted Red 
Pepper & Olive or Herb 

and Onion Loaf

Deli Sliced

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

Store Made 

REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb.

$3.29

$6.49
Reg. $6.99 ea. 12

 P
ac

k

Reg. $19.99 ea.

$17.994 P
ac

k

Closed Family Day 
Monday, February 20th

KANNON: The result of failing 
to safeguard the public trust
FROM | 9 wastewater fees, projected 

to grow at three, four or 
five times the rate of in-
flation for several years. 
Want more money? Find a 
way to chop that amount 
from general taxes.

That would be far more 
satisfying than to taxpay-
ers, and might even stem 
the call for privatization 
… or for the heads of non-
compliant politicians.

LOCAL.
INDEPENDENT.

ALWAYS.
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Three wins pace Kings to tie 
for top spot in the conference
Victories over Brantford, Guelph and Cambridge come courtesy of the compete level coach Ty 
Canal wants to see consistently as the regular season rolls over into the playoff s

LIZ BEVAN

GALEA | 12KINGS | 13

OPEN
COUNTRY

With the 
wind at 
your back

I’M VERY HAPPY TODAY 
because I finally have a 
story to comment upon 
that’s even stupider than 
the average Trump tweet. 

This morning it was 
widely reported on all of 
your finer Internet news 
sites that a cab driver in 
the UK, who was pulled 
over for speeding, tried to 
blame the transgression 
on his passenger’s horrible 
flatulence.

I think we can quickly 
deduce two things from 
this. First, he could not 
reasonably expect a tip. 
Secondly, if true, the rest of 
the ride was going to be all-
out chemical warfare.

The news story indicates 
the cop didn’t believe the 
driver, however. 

Luckily, I happen to 
know a few things about 
passenger farts – I have 
hunting and fishing bud-
dies after all. The vast 
expert knowledge I possess 

regarding this topic al-
lows 

me to 
paint a vivid picture of why 
the police officer, a trained 
investigator, would have 
been able to tell that the 
cabbie was lying. 

My first thought is he 
would have probably noted 
the position of the win-
dows. A common mistake 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

AFTER THREE WINS THIS 
weekend, the Elmira Sugar 
Kings are tied for first place 
in the Midwestern Confer-
ence. Their 67 points (33-9-
1) equal Listowel’s. 

With just seven games 
left in the regular season, 
head coach Ty Canal hopes 
to see his team keep that 
pace.

“If we can keep going 
like we did this weekend, 
we will be getting a lot 
closer to how we think we 
can play in the playoffs,” 
he said. “It is just trying to 
make sure that all the guys 
are on the same page with 
how we want to play and 
the type of game we want 
to play. We also have to 
make sure that all the guys 
are healthy, and ready for 
that time period.”

The Kings’ winning 
weekend started in Brant-
ford against the 99ers on 
Thursday night. The game 
got off to a strong start for 
the team, with two goals 
from Ethan Skinner and 
Jake Brown. In the second 
period, the guys let the 
foot off the gas, allowing 
Brantford to take the lead 
with three unanswered 
goals. The boys staged a 
comeback in the third with 
goals from Jeff Jordan and 
Klayton Hoelscher, ending 
the game 4-3. 

“We came out of the gate 
pretty strong, got off to a 
pretty good start. Then, 
the compete level started 
to get shaded,” said Ca-
nal. “Guys tried to do too 

much, instead of playing 
the same way we did in 
the first period. Brantford 
came out strong in the sec-
ond period, they got some 
goals and picked up some 
momentum and they had 
those three goals. We were 
just giving up the scoring 
chances and we took some 
penalties in there too. 
Then, the guys were able to 
settle it down in the third, 
and play a bit better and 
come out with the win.”

After a day off, the Kings 
made their way to Guelph 
Saturday to take on the 
Hurricanes. Skinner earned 
himself a hat trick, with 
a fourth goal from Zack 
Cameron. Guelph couldn’t 
get the puck past Elmira’s 
Jonathan Reinhart, ending 
the game 4-0. 

Canal says the game was 
a good example of the guys 
bringing what they learned 
in practice to the ice. 

“We took a few too many 
penalties, but we cleared 
the d-zone quite well. I 
thought we kept to the 
game plan. It was a lot 
better than Thursday,” he 
said. “The third period was 
really strong for us, and we 
didn’t give up that many 
shots or scoring chances. 
The guys shuttled in and 
played really well defen-
sively.”

The Kings came back 
home on Sunday afternoon 
for a matinee match-up 
with the Cambridge Winter 
Hawks. After playing on 
Cambridge’s heels for the 

Sugar King Klayton Hoelscher scored the winning goal for Elmira in Brantford on Feb. 2, helping the team tie Listowel for first place in the 
conference. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Come in and have 
one of our trained
Physiotherapists fix 
your issues NOW!

5 1 9 • 6 6 9 • 1 2 1 2   w w w.sosphysiotherapy.c a    3  W y a t t  S t .  E a s t
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James St

ELMIR A

We DO Shoulders!
PAIN with reaching • PAIN with lifting

PAIN at your desk • PAIN at night • PAIN at Rest!

Call SOS Physiotherapy and stop 

“shouldering” the problem!

OPEN
COUNTRY

I’M VERY HAPPY TODAY 
because I finally have a 
story to comment upon 
that’s even stupider than 
the average Trump tweet. 

This morning it was 
widely reported on all of 
your finer Internet news 
sites that a cab driver in 
the UK, who was pulled 
over for speeding, tried to 
blame the transgression 
on his passenger’s horrible 
flatulence.

I think we can quickly 
deduce two things from 
this. First, he could not 
reasonably expect a tip. 
Secondly, if true, the rest of 
the ride was going to be all-
out chemical warfare.

The news story indicates 
the cop didn’t believe the 
driver, however. 

Luckily, I happen to 
know a few things about 
passenger farts – I have 
hunting and fishing bud-
dies after all. The vast 
expert knowledge I possess 

regarding this topic al-
lows 

me to 
paint a vivid picture of why 
the police officer, a trained 
investigator, would have 
been able to tell that the 
cabbie was lying. 

My first thought is he 
would have probably noted 
the position of the win-
dows. A common mistake 
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of flatulence fraudsters 
would be to only have the 
driver’s window rolled 
down. 

Ha!
One window rolled 

down is a dead giveaway, 
for it has does not provide 
enough air flow to mitigate 
the permanent damage 
done to nasal hairs and tear 
ducts. Moreover, when you 
have to stop, that lone open 
window actually acts as a 
chimney and draws all the 
damaged air right past the 
driver.

A more compelling case 
can only be made if all 

four windows are down – 
three works too, if you can 
convincingly claim the 
fourth malfunctioned due 
to the fart’s initial blast. In 
40 years of duck hunting, 
that’s something I’ve only 
seen twice, however, so 
good luck with that.

Of course, four rolled-
down windows is still mere-
ly circumstantial evidence. 
Any investigator worth his 
salt will also be looking for 
corroborating evidence. In 
my experience, that means 
a greenish tinge on all pas-
sengers but the accused, 
who has a smug look on his 
face and is, in all likelihood 

smiling like the proverbial 
Cheshire cat.

Another compelling 
piece of evidence would be 
the driver yelling, “Please! 
No flames or sparks within 
10 feet of this vehicle.”

The other thing that did 
not ring true about the cab-
bie and his speeding ticket 
was the very fact that he 
was speeding. That would 

only make sense if he asked 
the passenger to step out of 
the cab to check a rear tire 
first. It doesn’t make any 
sense if the passenger also 
known as “Ground Zero” 
remains in the back seat. In 
fact, speeding is exactly the 
wrong thing to do. 

For one thing, it might 
cause the situation to es-
calate should you take cor-

ners at 140 kilometres per 
hour. Most importantly, 
however, it all but rules out 
the option of jumping from 
a moving vehicle should 
things really get bad.

There are other lesser 
known clues too: for in-
stance, if one of those pine 
tree air fresheners hanging 
from the rear view mirror 
looks like it has wilted. An-

other hint is if the vehicle’s 
fan is making horrible 
screeching sounds. 

For what it’s worth, that’s 
my expert opinion drawn 
from many years of driv-
ing to and from hunting 
and fishing spots. Oh, and 
sometimes walking too, 
generally, after the driver 
asked me to step outside to 
check the rear tires.

GALEA: If it’s an ill wind that has you stepping on the gas, you’d better be prepared to back it up
FROM | 11

SPRING SESSION
Recreational and Competitive Programs Offered 

For Ages 16 Months & Up

11 WEEKS
March 20 – June 5, 2017

FOR INFORMATION ON
PROGRAMS, GYM CALENDAR, BIRTHDAY PARTIES AND REGISTRATION 

CHECKOUT OUR WEBSITE www.woolwichgymnastics.com
CALL 519.669.2227 or EMAIL wgcregistrar@gmail.com

97 EARL MARTIN DRIVE, UNIT #2, ELMIRA

Please note that all programs are subject to availability and sufficient enrollment.

NEW ONLINE REGISTRATION
Begins February 13 @ 8:00pm and 

Closes February 25 @ 8pm 
Deadline for spring registration is March 5, 2017. Any 

registrations after Feb. 25th will be charged a $15 late fee.
Payment must accompany registration

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

BONELESS BEEF POT ROAST  $4.99/lb. Reg.$5.99/lb.

LEAN GROUND PORK $2.49/lb. Reg.$3.30/lb.

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - NOON

Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

$499
/lb.

BLACK FOREST STYLE HAM $3.99/lb. Reg.$4.75/lb.

COME IN & SAMPLE OUR FEATURE ITEM:

TURKEY 
BREAKFAST SAUSAGE Reg.

$5.55/lb.

THE SCORE

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Tyke: SELECT
Feb. 2 vs Caledon
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Zack Forwell (2), 
Lucas Frey
Assists: Zach Wiseman, 
Matt Kochut, Colton Brito, 
Mason Gear
Shutout: Cohen 
Hamburger, Ben Hacock

Tyke: SELECT
Feb. 4 vs Milton
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Zack Forwell (2), 
Lucas Frey
Assists: Matt Kochut, 
Colton Brito
Shutout: Ben Hacock, 
Cohen Hamburger

Tyke: SELECT
Feb. 5 vs Oakville
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Matt Kochut, Zack 
Forwell (2), Reese Martin
Assists: Cruz Balog, Evan 
Hall

Novice: MAJOR A
Feb. 2 vs Caledon
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Tristan Hill, Adam 
Lavigne, Carter Weir
Assists: MacIvor Zettel, 
Alex Veitch, Tristan Hill

Novice: MAJOR A
Feb. 6 vs Guelph
Home: 5  Visitor: 4
Goals: Mitchell Krasovec 
(2), Spencer Humer, Alex 
Veitch, Spencer Hume
Assists: Adam Lavigne (2), 
Alex Veitch, Spencer Hume

Atom: LL#3
Feb. 4 vs Embro
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Lucas Hubbard, Evan 
Yorke, Hayden George
Assists: Myles Hunter

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan. 31 vs  Milton
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Mitchell Walker, 
Stuart Sinclair
Assists: Liam Wood, Ian 
Leech, Elijah Weiss

Atom: MINOR A
Feb. 5 vs Milton
Home: 3  Visitor: 5
Goals: Evan Woods, Ethan 
Burkholder, Josh Carson
Assists: Owen Weppler, 
Keaten Kidd, Danny 
Schaefer, Brandon 
Fishman, Karsten Smith, 
Connor Goebel

Atom: MINOR AE
Jan. 28 vs Stoney Creek
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Nathan Dyck, Bryson 

Rozema, Austin Roth
Assists: Carter Snider, 
Taylor Weber, Max 
Schwartentruber, Carson 
Staken, Haiden Wagner

Atom: LL#2
Feb. 4 vs Hespeler
Home: 7  Visitor: 1
Goals: Ben Lowther (2), 
Owen Tettman (2), Patrick 
McCarthy, Carter Harrow, 
Andrew Zettler, Dawson  
Brubacher

Assists: Sam Brown, Evan 
Sauve, Ethan Adams

Atom: LL#2
Feb. 5 vs Embro
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Andrew Zettler (2)
Assists: Ben Lowther, Ryan 
Scheifele, Carter Harrow

Bantam: MINOR A
Feb. 6 vs Ancaster
Home: 5  Visitor: 4
Goals: Kyle Mulder, Owen 
Lee, Nate Snyder, Carter 
Servais, Michael Hayes
Assists: Ethan Birmingham 
(3), Cameron Leonard (2), 
Michael Hayes, Evan Roth, 
Owen Lee, Kyler Austin

Bantam: LL#1
Feb. 3 vs New Hamburg
Home: 8  Visitor: 6
Goals: Tyler Newton (5), 
Patrick Perry, Danny 
Soehner, Tyson Kraemer
Assists: Gavin Wright, 
Danny Soehner, Matt 
Deyell, Tyson Kraemer, 
Tyler Newton

Midget: LL#2
Feb. 3 vs Beverly
Home: 1  Visitor: 8
Goals: Adam Anstett
Assists: Jon Martin

Midget: LL#2
Feb. 5 vs Plattsville
Home: 1  Visitor: 4
Goals: Ben Weigel

Midget: LL#1
Feb. 3 vs New Hamburg
Home: 1  Visitor: 3
Goals: Ryan Diemert
Assists: Mike Devries

ELMIRA 
JR. SUGAR 
KINGS

Midget: A
Feb. 4 vs Brampton
Home: 4 Visitor: 1
Goals: Evan Gowing, Earl 
Schwartz, Tyson Bender, 
Noah Zeller
Assists: Keegan Saunders, 
Connor Martin, Evan 
Gowing, Nick Ravelle (2), 
Riley Runstedler

Midget: A
Feb. 6 vs Brampton
Home: 4  Visitor: 5
Goals: Jordan Gamble, 
Evan Gowing, Cameron 
Brown, Noah Zeller
Assists: Aiden Ruston, 
Cameron Brown, Riley 
Runstedler, Earl Schwartz, 
Tyson Bender

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Rookie: LL RED
Feb. 5 vs Wilmot
Home: 5  Visitor: 10
Goals: Lauryn Kidd (3), 
Bronwyn Rozema, Megan 
Forbes

Novice: LL#2
Feb. 1 vs LL#1
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Emily Hibbard, Callie 
Gruhl
Assists: Grace Gow, 
Ellie Clemmer, Addison 
Fitzgerald, Emily Hibbard
Shutout: Hailey Thom

TOURNAMENT

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: B
London Devilettes 

Tournament
Feb. 2-5
Game 1 vs North Simcoe
Home: 6  Visitor: 0
Goals: Lexie de Jeu (3), 
Emma McCoubrey (2), 
Olivia Weiss, Peyton 
Gaudet
Assists: Katelyn Snider (2), 
Sophia Metzger (2), Olivia 
Weiss, Emily Metzger
Shutout: Riley Nelson
Game 2 vs Whitby
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Lexie de Jeu (2), 
Brooke Kroetsch
Assists: Emily Bauman 
(2), Emily Metzger, Sophia 
Metzger
Game 3 vs Guelph
Home: 0  Visitor: 0
Game 4 vs Oakville
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Emma McCoubrey 
(2)
Assists: Lexie de Jeu
Shutout: Riley Nelson
Game 5 vs Whitby
Home: 4 Visitor: 3
Goals: Emma McCoubrey 
(2), Katelyn Snider, Sophia 
Metzger
Assists: Brooke Kroetsch 
(2), Kylie Rayfield, Olivia 
Weiss, Lexie de Jeu

TWIN CENTRE 
HERICANES

Peewee: LL
Feb. 2 - 5
London Devilettes 
Tournament
Feb.5 vs London
Home: 5 Visitor: 0
Shutout: Kirsten Livingston

PEEWEE HERICANES TAKE GOLD AT TOURNEY

The Peewee Local League Twin Centre Hericanes swept their division at the London Devilettes Tournament, Feb. 3-5. The 
girls defeated host team London 5-0 in the final game of the tournament. Back row: coach Jeff Sommer and assistant coach 
Brad Livingston. Middle row: Emily Roth, Reese Looser, Ava Graham, Emma Sommer, Alyssa Ratthe, Emlyn McMillan, trainer 
Mel Looser, assistant coach Kelly Lesperance. Front row: Macoda Pitsch, Kayla Foy, Ciara Roth, Sonya Yusim, Annalise Peters, 
Kirsten Lingingston. [SUBMITTED]

NOVICE B GOLDEN IN LONDON

The Woolwich Wild Novice B Team won gold in the 27th Annual London Devilettes 
Tournament, held Feb. 3-5. The girls were undefeated throughout the tournament and won 
the championship game in overtime, with a 4-3 victory over the Whitby Wolves. Front row: 
Emily Bauman, Addison Bettke, Emily Metzger, Riley Nelson, Peyton Gaudet. Second row: 
Julia Adams, Olivia Weiss, Katelyn Snider, Lexie de Jeu, Brooke Kroetsch, Emma McCoubrey, 
Kylie Rayfield, Sophia Metzger. Back row: coaches Dave Weiss, Darcy Metzger, Clinton 
Rayfield and Geoff Gaudet.  [SUBMITTED]
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first period, Canal says the 
guys got together and re-
ally showed up for the last 
40 minutes of the game. 

“Cambridge was com-
ing from a few days off. 
We had just had those two 
road games, and we gave 
up too many shots in the 
first. Then, the guys settled 
in. That is the big thing we 
wanted in the second and 
third period – to spend as 
little time in our end as 
possible, and that is what 
we did,” he said. “There 
were those two quick goals 
and we worked hard for 
those. We had to get to 
the right spot, we had to 
create contact, so it was 
nice to see that the guys 
stepped up for the second. 

They played more of our 
style that we want to play 
to try and limit the scoring 
chances, which I thought 
we did pretty well on.”

Cambridge scored first, 
with a goal from Corson 
Searles on the power play. 
Elmira’s Brown was quick 
to respond with a marker of 
his own less than a minute 
later. In the second period, 
Skinner and Ty Biles both 
scored short-handed in less 
than a minute. Quinten 
Bruce scored Elmira’s 
fourth of the afternoon 
10 minutes into the third 
period, giving a final score 
of 4-1.

Canal says the game play 
last weekend was some-
thing he expects to see 
more of from the Kings. 

“I think it is just going 

to be about taking some 
momentum from this 
weekend, especially with 
our defensive zone, and 
limiting scoring chances,” 
he said. “When we aren’t 
chasing the puck, control-
ling what we can and not 
trying to do too much, that 
is when we are playing 
good hockey. When we play 
like that I think we create 
a lot too. We just have to 
make sure that the guys are 
aware of that.”

The Kings will be visiting 
Brampton on Feb. 10 for 
an 8:30 p.m. start before 
returning back home on 
Feb. 12 to face the Listowel 
Cyclones. The team will 
also be playing an unusual 
midweek game against 
Kitchener on Feb. 14 at 7 
p.m. in Kitchener.

KINGS: Currently tied with Listowel, Elmira 
meets conference rival Sunday at the WMC
FROM | 11

THE THIRD PLACE 
WELLESLEY Applejacks 
are 1-1 in the first round 
of the Provincial Junior 
Hockey League playoffs. 

Up against the sixth-
place Woodstock Navy 
Vets in the first round, the 
Applejacks dominated 
in Game 1 on Feb. 3 with 
a final score of 6-2, but 
couldn’t get it together for 
Game 2 the following day, 
losing 5-3.

Starting the series at 
home Friday night, the 
Jacks got off to a quick 
start with a goal from 
Jordan Hoekstra, just 59 
seconds in. Garrett Schultz 
quickly followed up with 
another marker, assisted 
by Mario Alyas. Woodstock 
got on the board with a 
goal from Justin Elms. 
Jacks’ forward Alex Uttley 
added to the tally with the 
team’s third goal in the 
first period. 

The scoring didn’t stop 
there. Schultz and Colt Jai-
me both scored early in the 
second, bringing the score 
to 5-1. Woodstock’s Garrett 
Kirby managed to get the 
puck past goalie Ryan Her-
gott in the tail end of the 
power play, while Nathan 
Schlupp was in the box for 
interference.

There was only one goal 
in the third period, scored 
by Lucas Spence on the 
power play with help from 
Sean McEwan and Cal Jef-
feries.

Gerber says the team 
played the way they should 
be, especially in the post 
season. 

“It is just the way we 
wanted to start the play-

Jacks tied at 1-1 in playoff series against Woodstock
Plenty of action in store this weekend, as teams play three games in as many nights, starting Friday in Wellesley

LIZ BEVAN offs. I thought we played 
60 minutes of hockey that 
night and we were in com-
plete control for that whole 
game,” said Gerber. “It was 
a good one. We expect that 
in playoffs from our guys, 
and from them actually. 
Woodstock works hard 
and we expected that fast-
paced game, but I thought 
we were in control most of 
the night. It went well for 
us.”

The Jacks travelled to 
Woodstock for Game 2, and 
this time, didn’t get the 
result they were looking for 
as the home team posted a 
5-3 win.

The first period saw 
no scoring, but the Jacks 
started the second with a 
short-handed marker from 
Hoesktra. In response, 
Woodstock scored four in 
a row, three in the second 
period, and the fourth 12 
minutes into the third. 

McEwan upped Welles-
ley’s goal count, with an 
assist from Uttley, followed 
by a marker from Kyle 
Soper on the power play 
with less than a minute 
left in regulation time. It 
wasn’t enough, however. 
Woodstock’s Elms cement-
ed the Navy Vets’ win with 
an empty-netter at 19:46 in 
the third. 

Gerber says the game 
on Saturday was a definite 
challenge for the Jacks. 

“We knew they were 
going to come out hard. 
I thought we weathered 
that storm pretty well in 
the first period, but our 
energy wasn’t as good as 
the night before. The first 
20 minutes wasn’t too bad, 
but in the second period, 
I think we got away from 

some things. It is big ice 
down there, and I think 
we started to puck watch a 
bit too much and got lost 
in our own end. It hurt us, 
and that was the difference 
in the game,” he said. “I 
thought we played better in 
the third, but by that time, 
it was just too late.”

The team is returning 
back to home ice this week-

end, to once again take 
on Woodstock in Game 
3. On Friday night, the 
puck drops at 7:30 p.m. 
The team will then travel 
to Woodstock for Game 4 
on Feb. 11. Making it three 
games in three days, the 
series will be brought back 
to Wellesley on Sunday for 
a matinee at 2 p.m.

The coach says he’ll be 

looking for his squad to get 
into the same mode as last 
Friday. He’ll also be focus-
ing on special teams this 
week.

“As long as we do the 
little things that we talk 
about – getting the puck 
in deep, playing well 
without the puck – I think 
we will be fine,” he said. 
“We have to tap into that 

energy again and make 
sure that we outwork 
them. Our power play 
also needs to get a bit bet-
ter too. It is that time in 
the season, and I know it 
sounds cliché, but special 
teams win games and win 
series. Our penalty kill is 
good, but our power play 
could definitely get a bit 
better.”

Jacks tied at 1-1 in playoff series against Woodstock
Plenty of action in store this weekend, as teams play three games in as many nights, starting Friday in Wellesley

Defenceman Scott Martin stretches out to block from Woodstock’s Chris Nauts, who was denied by netminder Ryan Hergott as the Jacks went on to win 6-2 in the opening game of the series 
Friday night. On the scoring side, Jordan Hoekstra had reason to celebrate, posting a goal and an assist. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Elmira’s Mitch Hoelscher looks for a loose puck during a scramble in front of the Cambridge net in game action at the WMC Sunday. The Kings 
skated to a 4-1 victory, their third of the weekend. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Madison St., W. Monkton, ON • 519-347-9999

It’s back AGAIN!
Country style buffet

friday, FEBRUARY 17

It’s back AGAIN!

DINNER BUFFET: 4PM-8:00PM
Adults: $17.75  Seniors (65+) $13.75

Children (5-12) $7.50  Children (Under 5) $3.00

saturday, FEBRUARY 18

DINNER BUFFET: 4PM-8:00PM
Adults: $17.75  Seniors (65+) $13.75

Children (5-12) $7.50  Children (Under 5) $3.00

all you
can eat!
all you
can eat!

HOT BUFFET, SOUP & SALAD, HOT ENTREES & DESSERT

LUNCH BUFFET: 12pM-3:30PM
Adults: $17.75  Seniors (65+) $13.75

Children (5-12) $7.50  Children (Under 5) $3.00

TO
RESERVE

CALL:

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com

Computer/Laptop/iPad Service: WE FIX ALL BRANDS

Apple
iPADs

$14999
from

Windows
LAPTOPS
$14999

from

Apple
MacBooks
$59999

from

HP Wireless
PRINTERS

$9999
from

LCD
MONITORS

$3999
from

Windows
DESKTOPS
$14999

from

JUNIOR LANCERS FALL TO VISITING GRAND RIVER COLLEGIATE

Matched against a strong team from Grand River Collegiate Institute, the Elmira District Secondary School’s junior boys’ team added a 60-35 loss to their record at home on Feb. 7. Their final home game of the regular season is today (Feb. 9) at 4:45 against SJAM. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

JUST LIKE THE PROS AS KW TITANS VISIT ELMIRA 

Members of the newly formed KW Titans of the National Basketball 
League of Canada stopped in Elmira at Park Manor School on Feb. 4 
to share their expertise with the Woolwich Cougars. The group ran 
drills with the young players. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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315 Arthur St., S., ELMIRA

519-669-5403
OPEN 24 HOURS
Locally Owned & Operated by
Doug & Mary Lou Pagett

Flowers
Gifts
Chocolates
We have 
everything 
you need for 
Valentine’s Day!

3685 NAFZIGER RD., WELLESLEY | 519-656-2430 HOURS: Mon.-Wed. 6:30am-4:30pm
Thurs. & Fri. 6:30am-8pm • Sat. 7am-4pm

Sweetheart
Special

FREE FLOWER

OPEN FAMILY DAY
Monday, February 20th

Valentine’s Day
AT

Tuesday
February 14th

OPEN until 8pm

Valentine’s
   Dinner
Valentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’sValentine’s
   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner   Dinner
Valentine’s
   Dinner

Saturday Feb 11
4pm-7pm

your choice of:
• Pot Roast Beef
• Inside Out Chicken Cordon Bleu
• Salmon Baked in Garlic Cream Glaze
• Breaded Hunter Schnitzel

Dinners served with soup, vegetable, either rice, mashed 
potatoes or fries, and a dessert, coffee or tea.

Adults: $15.75  Seniors (65+) $12.75

Children (5-12): $3.50 
• Mac & Cheese
• Chicken Fingers & Fries
• Mini Schnitzel & Fries

Includes: Jello or 
Cookies, Juice Box.

Madison St., W. Monkton, ON • TO RESERVE CALL: 519-347-9999

Children 4 &
younger eat 

FREE

40 Eldale Rd., Elmira • 519-669-1651
www.elmiragolfclub.com

Say it with

Love
First Bite

4 - 9pm
BOOK YOUR 
RESERVATION 

TODAY!

Cupid’s Corner
Find the perfect gift for your sweetheart 
from one of these great local businesses!

Happy 
  Valentine’s Day!
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

STARTING OUT / SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITY

New owner sees Elmira locale 
as just the right spot

IN FEBRUARY, THE CANA-
DIAN countryside has its 
own kind of beauty and 
features – glistening snow, 
starry skies, solitude and 
peace, among them.

But who would say the 
freezing cold and silent 
land conjures up visions of 
agriculture?

Hardly anyone. Oppo-
site, in fact.

“Bad weather and the 
lack of fresh produce 
makes people often forget 
that there’s still lots of local 
food to be found this time 
of year,” says Christina 
Mann, Taste Real program 
coordinator for Wellington 
County. Indeed, she says, 
most of the high-profile 
food promotion events and 
activities are held during 
what’s thought of as the 
local food season, which 
spans the spring through 
the fall.

But that out-of-sight, 
out-of-mind perspective is 
poised to change. In fact, 
it’s the very reason why 
a middle-of-winter date, 
when nothing appears 
to grow anywhere in this 
country, has been chosen 
for Canada’s first-ever na-
tional agriculture day next 

Local farm 
and food 
group says 
Eat Up 
Your 
February

ROBERTS | 17

With The Gardens available, it wasn’t 
a big stretch for Sharron Cook to 
launch new yoga/wellness centre

YOGA STUDIO | 17

Sharron Cook has repurposed The Gardens property into The Gardens of Elmira, a holistic healing centre offering a range of yoga classes on the 
main floor and nutrition counselling upstairs.  [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

SHARRON COOK IS INVIT-
ING everyone to take a deep 
breath, stretch, and wel-
come a little more calm into 
their lives with the opening 
of The Gardens of Elmira.

The business just opened 
on Dunke Street this week, 
offering a variety of yoga 
classes for people of all 
skill levels. She also will 
have nutrition counselling, 
workshops and retreats, as 
well as opportunities for 
the community to rent the 
space for events.

Right now they have a 
strong focus on beginner 
yoga.

“Obviously there’s a 
physical benefit, but yoga 
is so much about the mind 
too and that’s essentially 
what it was created for 
was to conquer the de-
mons in the mind and to 
create that stillness. The 
poses are more of a tool that 
your mind would use to 
strengthen,” Cook said.

The gentle flow is a step 
up from beginner yoga. 
Then there is vinyasa which 
is a bit of a faster pace. Ev-
ery other Friday night for a 
few weeks they’re going to 

be having candlelight yin 
yoga. 

“Yin is where you hold 
a pose for an extended pe-
riod of time. You just get 
your mind calmed. You 
just focus on holding it and 
breathing. It’s really calm-
ing. I’m super excited about 
that,” Cook said.

Wednesday nights they’ll 
dim the lights for groove 
yoga which is dance style 
with loud music. The in-
structor tells you to do 
different things, like walk 
with big steps or every three 
beats strike a pose, which is 
another fun way to get into 
yoga.

The younger crowd, those 
eight to 12 years of age, can 
participate in tween yoga 
on Monday nights starting 
Feb. 20.

They will also have some 
pre and post natal yoga in 
March. The plan is to offer 
yoga outside in the gardens 
in the summer.

Cook has been practic-
ing yoga for several years 
and became inspired on a 
trip to the Chopra Center in 
San Diego last year, where 
she focused on meditation, 
yoga and personal growth.

“I came back from that 

time with such a sense of 
calm and peace and just 
happiness. And I thought 
I need to bring this back 
to my town, people need 
to know that they can feel 
good. They don’t have to 
always be stressed out and 
rushing around. We need 
to take time in our lives to 
relax,” Cook explained.

She and her husband 
talked about it back and 
forth. It was something they 
thought would be nice to do 
someday. They never ex-
pected it would happen this 
quickly. When she heard 
Doug Mooder was selling 
The Gardens property it 
took about two texts be-
tween she and her husband 

before they decided to take 
the leap. 

“My husband and I were 
talking about something 
like this, we were talking 
about a business venture, 
not necessarily this and I 
kept saying but we need 
to have gardens. We need 

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

519-669-1079
Joseph Gingrich

1296 Balsam Grove, RR#2
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

DELIVERY OR PICKUPDELIVERY OR PICKUP

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Gold Star Upholstery

CALL: (519) 588-7115 OR (519) 650-4124

Trucks & Antique Cars
Boats & Motorcycles etc
Repair & Rebuild Foam

CUSTOM RE-UPHOLSTERY AT AFFORDABLE PRICES!

519-206-0336 | Conestogo

• Residential and Commercial
• Sales, Service & Installation

FINANCING AVAILABLE – CALL FOR DETAILS!

www.koebelhcm.com

Book
Today!
Book
Today!

WHITNEY NEILSON
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week.
The architects of the Feb. 

16 event – Agriculture More 
Than Ever, Agriculture in 
the Classroom and Farm & 
Food Care – want to send 
a message that farming is 
a year-round pursuit, even 
when few can see it. 

Admittedly, farming 
activity is not as obvious 
to people as it is during the 
other three seasons, when 
crops are being planted, 
or when fields are full of 
crops, or when farmers’ 
markets are teeming at 
harvest.

But so much takes place 

regardless of the season 
– among other things, 
livestock farming, food 
processing and agri-food 
research, for example.

And for crop producers, 
the horizon is never far 
away.

“Farmers use this so-
called ‘down time’ to 
gather key information 
and insights to ensure the 
coming season will be as 
productive as possible,” 
says Guelph agri-marketer 
Len Kahn. “In the winter, 
many farmers attend trade 
shows and conferences, 
spend time with farm pub-
lications and websites, visit 

with company sales rep-
resentatives, and research 
key agronomic, market-
ing and input decisions. 
They’re very busy!”

And there’s the matter 
of farming pride. It never 
hibernates; it’s present 
every season. University of 
Guelph food laureate Anita 
Stewart says Canadian ag-
riculture day should be a 
pride-filled celebration of 
both the ingredients and 
the daily efforts of farmers 
here.

“We are truly blessed 
to have it all,” she says. 
“Producers make Canadian 
cuisine exceptional, from 

coast to coast to coast.” 
On Wednesday, Stewart 

told stories about her expe-
riences with our country’s 
agriculture and food sec-
tor as part of the Building 
Canada lecture series at the 
Guelph Civic Museum. Her 
address was called “Canada 
IS Food: From Grease Trails 
to a Mars Mission: The 
building of a culinary na-
tion.” Stewart is renowned 
as a pioneer for publicly 
connecting agriculture 
and food, going back to 
the World’s Longest BBQ 
which she launched nearly 
15 years ago. It’s morphed 
into Canada’s Food Day, 

another fine nation-wide 
initiative that takes place 
during the long weekend in 
August. It’s also spawned 
a handy website dedicated 
to Canadian Food, at Food-
DayCanada.ca.

Stewart would tell you 
every day, actually, is 
Canada Food Day, regard-
less of the season. And 
for its part, the Taste Real 
program is picking up that 
torch by launching an 
awareness campaign this 
month called Eat Up Your 
February. It’s designed to 
showcase local food op-
tions, and support farms 
and food retailers in the 

winter months. 
Selected locations 

throughout Wellington 
County and Guelph are of-
fering specials, deals, local 
food menus and samples 
as part of the Taste Real 
Experience. Participants 
include Frabert’s Fresh 
Foods in Fergus, Dixon’s 
Distilled Spirits in Guelph 
and the Ignatius Commu-
nity Shared Agriculture 
initiative.

All this amplifies the 
message that farmers, lo-
cal and afar, never really 
stop producing food. This 
month, we get another 
chance to say thanks.

ROBERTS: Winter can be a very busy time for farmers, with plenty of focus on local food
FROM | 16

2014 DODGE DART GT
One owner trade-in with only 42,300 kilometers. 
Sporty GT model with leather heated seats, GPS-Navi-
gation, 18 inch Hyper black aluminum wheels, back-up 
camera, 8.4 inch media center with Bluetooth/Ucon-
nect, power sunroof, remote start and more. Finished 
in orange.$17,995.

122
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 CHRYSLER 200 LIMITED SEDAN
Limited edition with leather interior, heated seats, 
auto-start, power sunroof, 18 inch aluminum wheels 
and much more. Previous daily rental. Finished in white. 
Only 47,500 kilometers. $14,995.

102
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 RAM PROMASTER CITY CARGO VAN
Economical 4 cylinder engine with 9-speed automatic 
transmission.Lots of room for your cargo. Equipped 
with air conditioning, Bluetooth connectivity, power 
windows/locks, cruise control and more. Daily rental unit 
with only 1500 kilometers. Finished in white. $21,995.

149
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

•RAY FREDERICK 
•COLIN KROPF 
•JEFF JOHNSON.

 All sale prices exclude 
H.S.T, and License Fee. 
Fixed rates, based on 

bi-weekly payments O.A.C. 
Finance rates are only 

good for date of 
publication.

SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

Need a New
Vehicle?

Visit us today!

Call one
of our

sales reps
today!

212
96 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2016 CHRYSLER 300C ALL-WHEEL DRIVE
Top-of-line Platinum Edition with all the extras including 
leather heated seats, panoranic sunroof, GPS-naviga-
tion, back-up camera, remote start, and much more. 
Previous daily rental. Finished in Ivory Tri-coat, has only 
20,900 kilometers. $34,995.

2012 CHRYSLER 300 AWD LIMITED SEDAN
All-wheel-drive to handle Canadian winters., V6 engine 
with 8 spd auto trans, leather heated seats, GPS 
navigation, back-up camera, remote start, bluetooth/U-
connect and much more. Finished in medium grey, only 
56,900kms. $22,995

205
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 RAM 1500 BIG HORN CREW 4X4
One owner trade-in. Big Horn package with bucket 
seats & center console, heated seats & heated steering 
wheel, remote start, 8.4 Uconnect with Bluetooth, rear 
back-up camera & more. 76,900 kms. Red. $32,995.

223
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$162
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE NORTH
Has only 30,900 kilometers. North edition equipped 
with V6 engine, 9 speed automatic transmission, 
heated cloth seats and heated steering wheel, remote 
start, 8.4 Uconnect with Bluetooth and much more. 
Finished in Billet metallic. $23,995.

242
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2012 RAM 1500 SLT QUAD CAB 4X4
One owner trade-in with low kilometers.Has 5.7 V8 
Hemi engine. SLT model with remote start, Uconnect 
voice command with Bluetooth and more. Finished in 
Deep Cherry. Only 58,300 kilometers. $26,995.

a place where people can 
walk around, we need a 
place where people can sit 
outside and enjoy nature. 
And this was absolutely 
perfect. When it came up it 
was a no brainer. We’re like 
that’s exactly what we’ve 
been talking about,” she 
said.

They purchased the 
property in September and 
took possession of it in No-
vember.

This is her first foray into 
entrepreneurship. She says 

it seems impulsive, but it 
was impulsive with intent 
behind it.

“It’s been super exciting. 
It hasn’t been as difficult 
as I thought it would be. 
I have amazing people in 
my life and that’s one thing 
I’ve learned from business 
people I know, that when 
you have quality people 
behind you, that’s such an 
amazing foundation that 
you can make it happen,” 
Cook said.

Some of the instructors 
she’s hired are from Elmira 
and others are ones she did 

her yoga teacher training 
with. She’s been particular 
about selecting reputable 
instructors who are wel-
coming and encouraging.

As for why she sees a 
need for this kind of a space 
in Elmira, she says she sees 
a need for this everywhere 
because everyone needs 
time to quiet their minds 
and be still.

She’d like to bring in 
some other holistic health 
practitioners to make use of 
the space. 

She encourages yogis and 
beginners alike to come 

check out one of their class-
es, noting that getting up 
and getting out of the house 
to a class is the hardest part, 
not the class itself.

“I’m really excited that 
we have this space that we 
can open up, that they can 
come here and just feel the 
nature and feel calm.”

The business is located 
at 11 Dunke St. Yoga classes 
began this week. Their web-
site should be up within a 
week, but to see their yoga 
schedule and to sign up, 
visit The Gardens of Elmira 
on Facebook.

YOGA STUDIO: A place to quiet the mind and find some stillness
FROM | 16

She was inspired to open her own business after returning from the Chopra Center in San Diego 
last summer with a sense of calm, which she hopes to pass on to fellow yogis.
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THE ARTS
ON  STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

Takin’ it inside at Hillside
Wintertime concert event in Guelph has proven a popular add-on to the Hillside Festival experience

WHITNEY NEILSON

IN THE MIDST OF what’s 
often a dark and dreary 
month, Hillside Inside 
hopes to add a little colour 
with this weekend’s musi-
cal offerings.

And they’ve got a 
full four-day lineup of 
musicians performing 
everywhere from bars to 
churches to storefronts in 
Guelph’s downtown.

“People love live music – 
it’s so different from sitting 
at home in your basement 
listening to your playlist. 
Live music is incredibly 
inspiring to people. It en-
courages them to create 
themselves and also to 
appreciate human creativ-
ity,” said Hillside Festival 
executive director Marie 
Zimmerman.

She says it’s more com-
plicated to book perform-
ers this time of year be-
cause typically they tour in 
the spring and the summer, 
opting to spend the winter 
indoors creating new work.

New to the Hillside 
Inside lineup this year is 
BROS.

“In 2011 we showcased 
The Sheepdogs at the 
Hillside Summer Festival. 
Two of the brothers in The 
Sheepdogs, Shamus and 
Ewan Currie, are the broth-
ers who formed BROS. 
They only recently formed 
this band, so we’re show-
casing them up at the uni-
versity in Peter Clark Hall 
on Thursday night. They’re 
pretty new and they do 
groovy tunes inspired by 
’70s rock and roll, so there’s 
a lot of funk in there. It’s a 
very layered kind of music 
but it’s sort of classic rock 

and roll,” Zimmerman ex-
plained.

On Friday night folk 
singer-songwriter Steve 
Poltz takes the stage at St. 
George’s Anglican Church. 
She notes Poltz is a musi-
cian that audiences re-
quested the festival bring 
back again this year.

“Some people refer to 
him as the circus because 
he’s an incredibly respon-
sive artist to his audience. 
He often improvises songs 
according to who’s in the 
audience and the location 
where he’s performing. 
And he tells a lot of stories 
so there’s a lot of banter. 
He’s a great storyteller, so 
we’re looking forward to 
that,” Zimmerman said.

The opening band for 
that show is Murder Mur-
der, which is a six-piece 
band from Sudbury, which 

– appropriately – writes 
murder ballads.

“Murder ballads are a re-
ally ancient tradition. Mur-
der ballads in particular 
tell a story of how a murder 
came about,” she said.

Saturday gets started with 
Girls and Guitars at various 
venues from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and a youth showcase 
with some of the jam school 
students from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at Planet Bean.

Girls and Guitars is a 
tour of six venues where, 
every half-hour, a different 
female singer-songwriter 
plays storefronts across the 
downtown. 

“Three of our students 
are going to be performing 
at the first show and then 
the second show is Lex and 
Sara. They’re a female duo 
and Lex is the daughter 
of Sandy Horne from The 

Spoons. She’s got a voice 
like her mom, so that’ll be 
neat. And that’s at Guelph 
Music,” she said.

Next is clothing and 
design store, Pod, where 
Evangeline Gentle, will 
perform. After that is On 
The Verge with Darlene 
Cuevas, whose stage name 
is Darling Cora. Doris 
Folkens is after that at Co-
riander. It finishes at Speed 
River Bicycle with three 
singer-songwriters from 
their songwriting course.

From 3:30-5 p.m., Le 
Trouble from Montreal 
will be performing at Royal 
Electric.

All day long at The Book-
shelf they have a film run-
ning called The Short Apol-
ogy of Albert Batch.

At 9 p.m., DJ Shub will 
headline St. George’s Angli-
can Church.

“He does a lot of dancey 
music. He’s an indigenous 
performer who used to 
be in A Tribe Called Red. 
He’s performing and the 
opening bands are HEAT, 
they’re from Montreal and 
Lido Pimienta from Toron-
to. That should be a crazy 
fun show, lots of dancing,” 
she said.

On Sunday morning 
they have a free African 
drumming workshop at 10 
a.m. at Planet Bean. The 
workshop, as well as Girls 
and Guitars, the youth 
showcase and the film are 
all free.

Also on Sunday there will 
be a sound circle at Silence 
with Gary Diggins at 1:30 
p.m. At 3:30 p.m. they have 
a bluegrass jam at Royal 
Electric with the Blurry 
Pickers from Stratford.

Zimmerman explains 

Music will fill downtown Guelph this weekend starting on Thursday with a range of musicians taking over shops, bars, and churches. Some of the performers include Steve Poltz, Lido Pimienta and DJ Shub. [SUBMITTED]

why it’s important to offer 
a winter music festival.

“It gives audiences tour-
ing opportunities in the off 
months. It also gives the 
community something to 
do when it’s really cold and 
dull out there. It’s a really 
slow time, it’s almost like a 
dormant time economical-
ly for most cities. There’s 
not a lot going on, so we 
thought it would be good 
because it fits our mandate 
to encourage creativity 
and to bring new music to 
people so that’s why we do 
it in these dark and stormy 
months.”

Hillside Inside starts 
today (Thursday) and runs 
until Feb. 12. Weekend 
passes and tickets for indi-
vidual shows are available 
at www.hillsidefestival.ca, 
at The Bookshelf and The 
Beat Goes On in Guelph.

519-669-3030 | info@footfoundation.ca | www.footfoundation.ca
DETAILS: 20% off sale valid February 14, 2017, only. 10% coupon valid February 14-28, 2017. Coupon must be presented at the time of purchase. Not valid on already discounted items.

ONE DAY 
ONLY! PLUS

show this ad & receive
an EXTRA

10% OFF
when you show

this coupon.
20%OFF

Regular Priced,
In-Stock Footwear

Valentine’s Day SaleONE DAY 

show this ad & receive
an EXTRA

10% 20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%OFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFFOFF

Valentine’s Day SaleValentine’s Day SaleValentine’s Day SaleValentine’s Day SaleValentine’s Day SaleValentine’s Day SaleValentine’s Day SaleValentine’s Day SaleValentine’s Day Sale
10% 10% 

Wintertime concert event in Guelph has proven a popular add-on to the Hillside Festival experience
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

FOR THURSDAY PUBLICATION
CONTINUED ON 

PAGE 20

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

HELP WANTED

FULL TIME POSITION avail-
able at Schnurr’s Grocery 
Store in Linwood. We are 
closed Sundays. Contact Don 
519-897-2600.

WORK 
WANTED

2 MEN AND a Trailer demoli-
tion, junk removal, garage 
clean up - yard work, down-
sizing/moving, odd jobs. 
Free estimates, fair prices. 
For the things you can’t or 
don’t have time to do call 
Gary 519-572-1750.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

FOR SALE

SPRING SALE AT Country 
Lane Fabrics. Feb. 13 25. 
10% less on all fabrics, 
quilt batts, hosiery, gloves, 
boxed cards, table flex, 
rubber stamps and acces-
sories. Specials at $6.00/
yrd, selected items 1/2 price. 
519-664-0701.

AUCTIONS

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 
11, 10:00 A.M. Double 
ring multiple estate and 
consignment auction of 
farm machinery, furniture, 
antiques, shop tools and 
farm support items. Sale to 
be held at #7213 Line 86 Wal-
lenstein, approx. 6 kms west 
of Elmira. Gerald Bowman 
Auctions & Appraisals Ltd. 
519-638-5708.

36TH ANNUAL HEIFER Relief 
Sale Of approx. 100 heifers, 
semen, embryos, and 
related items, To be held 
at the Carson’s Auction 
Facilities, Highway 86, 
in Listowel, for The Men-
nonite Central Committee, 
on Friday, February 17th @ 
11:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

FRI. FEB 17 at 11:30 AM - 
Annual heifer auction of 
approx 100 heifers; wood 
carvings and much more for 
the Mennonite Central Com-
mittee to be held at Carson’s 
Sales Arena 5531 Perth Line 
86, Listowel. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

MON. FEB 20 at 4:00 
PM - Farm Toy Auction 
of approx 300 farm toys; 
tractor trailers; precision; 
banks; etc to be held at 
the St. Jacob’s Commu-
nity Centre in St. Jacob’s 
for area collectors. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. FEB 22 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; collectables; 
household effects; antiques 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at the St. Jacob’s 
Community Centre in St. 
Jacob’s for an area estate 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONSHELP WANTED
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ca
Temporary Material Handlers 
(March 2017 to October 2017) Hiring for afternoon & night shift 

$15.68/hour plus shift premium

Student Material Handlers
(April 2017 – September 2017) Hiring for day and afternoon shift 
$11.50/hour (shift premium applies when working afternoons) 

Responsible to the Shift Foreman for helping to maintain service 
levels to Home Hardware Dealers, you will contribute to the 
smooth �ow of merchandise through the Distribution Centre by 
picking, packing, shipping, and receiving. You will comply with all 
health and safety regulations and perform other duties as assigned 
by the supervisor.

Able to perform strenuous physical activities including: walking, 
standing, bending, and lifting, you demonstrate high-quality 
accuracy and attention to detail, and have excellent reading, writing, 
and number skills. A high school diploma or equivalent is preferred. 

Students must be a minimum of 16 years old and available to 
work Saturdays and Public Holidays as needed.

We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions. If 
you are interested in becoming part of Home Hardware, please 
forward your resume, quoting Temp Material Handler (#967) 
to: Recruitment, Human Resources, Home Hardware Stores 

Limited, 34 Henry St. W., St. Jacobs, ON   
N0B 2N0  E-mail: hr@homehardware.ca  

We will accommodate the needs of quali�ed 
applicants under the Human Rights Code in all parts 
of the hiring process.

Our St. Jacobs Distribution Centre currently has the following opportunities...

HELP WANTED

34 Drayton Industrial Dr., Drayton, ON N0G 1P0

Leading Wood Products Distribution Company Hiring
 Team-Oriented Individual for

AZ DRIVER
Job Description:

• Drive tractor and 53’ curtain-side trailer with forklift 
to deliver quality wood products to woodworking 
businesses in southern Ontario

• Multiple drops per day; home every evening

Qualifications:
• Be able to represent a reputable company in a 

professional manner 
• Be able to work Monday to Friday
• AZ driving experience required
• Forklift driving experience would be an asset
“Our mission is to glorify God while providing quality 
wood products and services to the Ontario market.”
Interested individuals may contact Don:

   Email:  dond@craftsmenhardwoods.com 
   Phone: 519-638-3380
   Fax:  519-638-3105
   Drop in: 34 Drayton Industrial Dr. Drayton, ON

36th ANNUAL HEIFER SALE 
(A sale of the Ontario Mennonite Relief Sale Inc.)

To be held at CARSON AUCTION FACILITIES, LISTOWEL, ON.  
(approx. 100 head)

Friday, February 17th at 11:00 a.m.
A FEW HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

*Brenland Monterey Brinley, a Sept. ‘16 heifer by “Monterey” out of a VG-86 2 yr. “Doorman” with 
1-11 3X 365 12626 419 3.3 406 3.2 kg. BCA (283-250-281). Next dam Sandy-Valley Atwd Brady EX-
1*. An Atwood with 3-9 365 14717 605 4.1 494 3.3 kg BCA (658-301-279) – from 7 generations of EX 
dams Brinley has Dec. GPA LPI 2884 Conformation +15.
*Sprucecho Taxi Avery, a Dec’15 heifer by “Taxi” out of an EX-91 “Shottle” with 2-5 365 12526 438 
3.5 391 3.1 kg BCA (262-244-250). Next dam is an EX-93-3E “Goldwyn”. Next 3 dams are VG. Avery 
has Dec ‘16 PA LPI 2659.
*Bosdale Sennet Else, a Mar ‘16 heifer by “Sennet” out of an EX “Dundee” with 7-5 359 15673 647 
4.1 544 3.3 kg BCA (248-278-267), 2nd dam “Wedgwood Elise Marksman” EX-2E-13*, has 4.1 365 
14969 721 4.8 499 3.4 kg BCA (261-339-267) dam of 5 EX, 7 VG. Elsie’s 6 nearest dams are EX-90 
EX-2E-13* EX-90-7E-11* EX-2E-2* EX-2* EX-3E-4* - Dec ‘16 PA LPI 2127.
*Fradon Archrival Trish, a May ‘16 “Archrival” out of a VG-87 “Windbrook” with 2-1 348 10698 448 
4.2 330 3.1 kg BCA (245-271-235). Next 5 dams EX-93-4E EX-91 EX-92-2E-1* EX-92-2E-2* EX-93-
2E, Trish’s Dec ‘16 GPA LPI 2643 Conformation 14.
*Fradon HY-Class Jordi, a June ‘16 “Hy-Class” out of an EX-91-2E-3* “Gibson” with 3-4 365-11792 
453 3.8 390 3.3 kg BCA (224-228-227) 3rd generation EX. Her dam “Fradon Rudolph Jodie” EX-
2E-20* is the dam of 11 EX & 12 VG daughters. Dam of heifer selling is 9th generation EX or VG.
*Fradon Monterey Brittany, a July ‘16 “Monterey” out of an EX “Jet Stream” with 6-4 365 15636 
584 3.7 443 2.8 kg BCA (260-262-234). Next dam “Gen-i-beq-Morty Barbie” VG-87 22* with 2-6 
365 14922 582 3.9 489 3.3 BCA(310-321-314) Dec’16 PA LPI 2580 Gypsy Grand Family
*Sprucecho Attico Amberly, a Feb ‘16 “Attico-Red” a R&W calf from an EX-2E R&W “Touchdown 
Red” dam. Next 4 dams VG.
Donation by ProVitro IVF Services, Boviteq, and Fradon Donor Facility, Kirkton, On for an OPU-
IVF Cycle. (1) Donor set-up procedure including all superovulation drugs – approx. Value $250. (2) 
OPU procedure (collection of the occytes) at Fradon – approx. Value $450. (3) IVF Cycle at Boviteq 
(assuming 5 viable embryos produced) – approx. Value $1300. TOTAL VALUE - $2000. SEMEN 
COST EXTRA. 
SEMEN: 5 Units Attorney, 5 units Butler, 20 units Doorman, 6 units Day, 5 unity LinJet, 5 units 
Rambo, 5 units Kahuna, 5 units McCutchen, 6 units Mascalese.
CARVINGS, ETC.: Crokinole board – Holstein Can. Colours & Logo – Willard Martin. Holstein 
True Type Cow hand carved and painted - Harold Erb.
Note – Of the 100 head selling many have full pedigrees and have above average production. Some 
out of multiple VG, EX Star Brood Dams. Some have been leucosis tested and approximately 30 are 
bred heifers checked pregnant. The Sires Represented are today’s proven sires, young unproven 
sires and the latest in genomic sites. Heifers by many popular sires are for sale -- also several Red & 
White heifers and a few Jerseys have been donated. 
All money raised at the Heifer Sale is forwarded to Mennonite Central Committee (www.mcco.ca) 
for relief work around the world. We encourage business corporations and others to come to the 
sale, buy a heifer and redonate her to enhance sale proceeds. This is an excellent opportunity to 
help those in greatest need. We are counting on you. Cash donations payable to “Ontario Mennonite 
Relief Sale Inc.” are also accepted. 
Terms – Cash or cheque sale day. BUS LEAVES KINDRED CREDIT UNION, Elmira 10:00 a.m. 
Feb 17, 2017.

Ad sponsored by: 
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PRINTING SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUCTIONS

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 
10:00 A.M. Double ring 
Estate and Consignment 
Auction of shop tools, 
furniture, antiques and 
collectibles etc. Sale to be 
held at #7213 Line 86 Wal-
lenstein, approx. 6 kms west 
of Elmira. Gerald Bowman 
Auctions & Appraisals Ltd. 
519-638-5708.

AUCTION SALE OF Tractors, 
machinery, sap equipment, 
household effects and mis-
cellaneous items, to be held 
at 7491 - 6th Line Mapleton 
Twp. (5 miles northwest of 
Floradale or 9 miles south-
east of Drayton, for Amsey 
and Mary Ann Gingrich, on 
Wednesday, March 15th @ 
10:00am. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED AUCTIONS

Programmed Insurance Brokers Inc., and RWAM 
Insurance Administrators Inc., (“PIB RWAM”) are 
looking for entry level Administrative Assistants, in 
a variety of departments, whowill be required to 
perform an array of administrative duties.

Core Competencies

• Customer Focus; Time Management; Problem 
Solving; Accountability and Dependability; 
Decision Making and Judgement; Ethics and 
Integrity; Planning and Organizing; Commu-
nication; Team Work.  Proficient use of 
various office based software including 
Word, Excel and Outlook.

Job Duties

• Provide administrative support to all depart-
mental members. 

• Maintain a high level of confidentiality in all 
interactions. 

• Maintain a professional image and demeanor 
with all employees and management, at all 
times. 

• Other duties, relevant to the particular depart-
ment, shall be assigned as required. 

PIB RWAM is Canadian-owned, innovative, and a 
leader in the insurance industry. We offer a 
stimulating work environment and a competitive 
benefits package.  Visit our web sites: 
www.PIB.com www.RWAM.com If you have the 
above qualifications and thrive in a team environ-
ment, we’d like to hear from you.  Please send your 
resume in confidence by Friday February 17th, 2017, 
to the attention of Human Resources, Programmed 
Insurance Brokers Inc., 49 Industrial Drive, Elmira, 
Ontario, N3B 3B1.  Fax (519) 669-1923, or email 
Ldemerling@pib.com.

Administrative Assistant

AUCTION
Monthly PUBLIC Vehicle

Sat Feb 11th 9:30 am

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

VIEWING: Friday Feb 10th, 2017, 1 pm to 5 pm
TERMS: $500 Cash Deposit on Each Vehicle, or as announced.

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

to be held at

Check Website for Daily Updates - PARTIAL LIST ONLY!!!
No Buyer’s Premium or Penalty!!!

Police, Municipal, Repo, Fleets & Others

2012 Town & Country Wgn
2012 Nissan Altima
2012 Charger Enforcer
4 - 08/11 Crown Victoria’s
2009 Honda Accord
2008 Chev Impala Police
2006 Chev Malibu LT
2006 Chev Equinox LS
2002 Mazda Tribute

2011 Ford ESCAPE XLT 4x4
2 - 2009 Ford F250 4x4/Plows
2008 Dodge RAM 1500 P /U
2 - 07 /08 Ford F350 Diesel C&C’s
2007 Ford E350 Diesel Amb
2007 GMC Sierra 4x4 P/U
2006 Dodge Sprinter Diesel Van
2006 Ford FlSO XL Pickup
2- 05/07 Chev/GMC Pickups

DIVISION OF 6583347 ONTARIO INC.,

FARM 
SERVICES

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD 
SERVING you for over 10 
years. Your #1 source of 
quality slabwood and body-
wood. Delivery available. 
519-656-2057.

WANTED

DO YOU THINK you may be 
psychic? You should join our 
Paranormal research team. 
Contact Mary at 519-669-
9242 or email: merriefritz@
gmail.com 

ROLEX, OMEGA, POCKET 
Watches, antique clocks, 
gold rings, jewellery, coins, 
toys, militaria, records, 
musical instruments, toys, 
any gold or silver items. 
Call Terry @ 519-242-6900, 
or 519-210-0551 or email: 
gallamore@golden.net. We 
pay cash!!!

WANTED - BARN Pigeons. 
Turn your pests to cash. Call 
519-505-6364.

RENTALS

LINWOOD - 110 sq. ft, one 
room office space with 
washroom. Additional space 
available if needed. $300/
mth + utilities. Call Don 519-
698-1018.

• A wide range of jobs?
• Welding?
• Millwrighting?
• Assembly?
• Blueprint reading?
• Inside work?
• Outside work?
• Responsiblity?
• 3-5 Years of experience?

• Arc Welding
• Blueprint reading

• Agricultural background
• Leadership ability

Assets:

Then you should be working for us!

• Above Average Wages
• Company Benefits

• Company uniforms
• Pension Plan

We Offer:

Road Crew

Lead Hand
Millwright

M&G MILLWRIGHTS LIM IT ED  M&G MIL

   

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their interest but only those considered will be contacted.

WANTED

Apply in person between 8:30 - 4:30 or fax or email resume to:
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998Since 1998

For digging through frozen ground! 
• Trenching
• Excavating
• Back fill compaction plate
• Laneway sanding available

INTRODUCING OUR PIC BUCKET

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE BREAKING
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Quality Bedding
Premium Softwood 

or less expensive 
Hardwood

Blown or Pushed Off

We are geared to
meet your timing and
volume requirements

BLENDED TO MEET 
YOUR NEEDS!

Ph: Elmira (519) 669-5219
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

List Now While Inventory is Low! List Now While Inventory is Low! List Now While Inventory is Low! 

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

Donating back to 
the community 
we call home.

ELMIRA - Features 
updated flooring 
through-out, freshly 
painted, walk-out 
basement, double car 
garage, larger corner lot, 
all appliances included 
and much more! MLS.

$424,900$424,900$424,900

5 Floor Plans to Choose From. CALL FOR DETAILS

Semi-detached 
Homes Available!

Drayton -  Stunning Century 
Charm! Beautiful century old 
home with refinished hardwood 
floors, high ceilings, original 
banister and large base boards. 
Great sized fully fenced yard with 
a 8 x 10 shed, 3 bedrooms on the 
second floor, and a finished attic, 
and den/office there is lots of 
space for your growing family. 
Steel roof. Shingles at back done 
in 2013. $265,000$265,000$265,000

Kitchener -  Located 
in a sought-after 
neighbourhood, this is 
the fixer upper you 
have been looking for. 
Work to be done but a 
larger lot and a great 
neighbourhood make 
it all worthwhile. MLS.

$325,000$325,000$325,000
EL

M
IR

A

floors, high ceilings, original 
banister and large base boards. 
Great sized fully fenced yard with 
a 8 x 10 shed, 3 bedrooms on the 
second floor, and a finished attic, 
and den/office there is lots of 
space for your growing family. 
Steel roof. Shingles at back done 
in 2013.

SOLD

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4
519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

WOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

We donate a 
portion of our 
commission 
from every 

house sale to 
the Woolwich 
Community 

Services

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie Shanna

INVENTORY IS LOW. WE HAVE BUYERS WHO NEED HOMES. CALL TODAY FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS.

BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW 
$499,900 LINWOOD Situated on a 83’ x 196’ lot in quiet 
Village. Very impressive home, open concept mainfloor, 
bright kitchen with granite counters, islands and 
appliances included, spacious dining area, walkout to 
sunroom w/heated floors, access to rear yard, main floor 
master, huge finished basement with gas fireplace & wet 
bar! NEW MLS.

$849,900 Come and see this beautiful home 
situated on a private wooded 5.24 acres. 
Eye-catching kitchen offers oversized island, 
granite counters, built in appliances, bright 
dinette and formal separate dining room, main 
floor master bedroom complete with 2-way gas 
fireplace, ensuite. Floor to ceiling fieldstone 
fireplace in the living room, 2 
upper level bedrooms with full 
bathroom. Large basement 
has access through a brick 
tunnel to a wine/press room 
with walkout to private patio. 
Detached Triple car garage/ 
shop. MLS.

$849,900

OPEN HOUSE | SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH • 1-3PM
7032 FLORADALE ROAD, FLORADALE

BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW 
$499,900 LINWOOD Situated on a 83’ x 196’ lot in quiet 
Village. Very impressive home, open concept mainfloor, 
bright kitchen with granite counters, islands and 
appliances included, spacious dining area, walkout to 
sunroom w/heated floors, access to rear yard, main floor 
master, huge finished basement with gas fireplace & wet 
bar! NEW MLS.

BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW 
LINWOOD

Village. Very impressive home, open concept mainfloor, 
bright kitchen with granite counters, islands and 
appliances included, spacious dining area, walkout to 
sunroom w/heated floors, access to rear yard, main floor 
master, huge finished basement with gas fireplace & wet 
bar! NEW MLS.

BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW 
LINWOOD

Village. Very impressive home, open concept mainfloor, 
bright kitchen with granite counters, islands and 
appliances included, spacious dining area, walkout to 
sunroom w/heated floors, access to rear yard, main floor 
master, huge finished basement with gas fireplace & wet 
bar! NEW MLS.

BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW 
 Situated on a 83’ x 196’ lot in quiet 

Village. Very impressive home, open concept mainfloor, 

BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW 
LINWOOD Situated on a 83’ x 196’ lot in quiet 

Village. Very impressive home, open concept mainfloor, 

BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW BEAUTIFUL BUNGALOW 
 Situated on a 83’ x 196’ lot in quiet 

Village. Very impressive home, open concept mainfloor, 
SOLD

Drayton | $349,500
Look at the spacious yard of 100 ft by 175 ft ( plus a bonus 25 ft)  
deep.3 bedroom 3 bath, 2 gas fireplaces, vaulted ceiling, large front 
porch, dble garage 24 x 22.  Edge of town, backing onto farm land. 
Don't delay. Call Dale. MLS

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

SPACIOUS HOME ON 172’ DEEP LOT. Great room w/lots of windows open to 22’6 
kitchen/D.A. w/Island (granite top) & walkout to deck. Cheater ensuite bath. Cozy rec. 
room. Oversized single garage. Lots of parking! NEW MLS.

$444,900

DUKE ST., ELMIRA 

RARE OPPORTUNITY Approx. 11,000 sq.ft. of garage & shop space – set 
up for highway truck & trailer bays. Extremely clean & well maintained.
Offices, washrooms, board room, parts room etc. HUGE paved parking lot. 
Separate shop, 24’ x 35’ + detached garage 28’ x 40’.  Wood storage bldg.
30 acres – systematically tile drained. NEW MLS.

$1,690,000

WELLINGTON RD. 12, DRAYTON 

NEW LISTING

SPACIOUS HOME ON 172’ DEEP LOT.

$444,900$444,900
SOL

D

Serving the community for 25 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

Serving the community for 25 years!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

FREE Market Evaluation

$299,000 NEW PRICE, 
LINWOOD! Great starter home offers 3 
bedrooms, renovated bathroom, large family 
room with fireplace, eat-in kitchen, walk-up 
from basement, large lot. Steps to Linwood 
Public School. MLS. Call Bert to view.

NEW
PRICE!

$239,000 NEW LISTING! 
Business for sale in 2,000 s/f building. 
Building is owned by business seller and is 
available for lease. Business consists of HVAC 
sales and service, duct systems installations, 
commercial and residential boilers sales and 
service. Price includes sheet metal fabricating 
equipment, special hand tools and inventory. 
MLS. Call Bert for information.

NEW
LISTING!

BUYING? SELLING? 
OR JUST LOOKING?
WE HAVE THE FRESHEST 
LISTINGS IN THE MARKET.
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$299,900
OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11th | 2-4pm

$299,900
OPEN HOUSEOPEN HOUSE SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11

22 Killdeer Rd., Elmira

Great starter in family neighbourhood near most 
amenities. Updates and features include gas furnace, 
some newer windows, laminate flooring, finished rec 
room, sliders from dining area to covered deck and large 
fenced yard. This won’t last long!

TWIN CITY REALTY INC.,

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11th | 2-4pmSATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11th | 2-4pm

www.KitchenerWaterloo-RealEstate.com

RARE FIND

BROKERAGE

Michael Saunders
519-503-0500
msaunders4@sympatico.ca

Looey Tremblay   
519-241-1230
looey@looey.com

TWIN CITY REALTY INC.,

www.KitchenerWaterloo-RealEstate.com

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

FAMILY ALBUM

ANNIVERSARY BIRTHDAY

IN MEMORIAM OBITUARY

DEATH NOTICE

BEAN, LILLIAN AMY | Passed 
away peacefully at her 
residence, Nithview Com-
munity, New Hamburg 
surrounded by her family 
on Saturday, February 4, 
2017. She was born 104 
years ago in Hamilton. 
Local relatives are her 
son Ralph and Sandra 
Bean of Wellesley and 
her daughter Marjorie and 
Wayne Roth of Elmira.

BRICK, JOSEPH ANTHONY 
| Passed away peace-
fully at his home in St. 
Clements on February 
4, 2017, with family and 

friends by his side at the 
age of 71 years.

CASTELL, PATRICIA J. | 
Peacefully at Grand River 
Hospital, Kitchener on 
Monday, February 6, 2017, 
one day after her 65th 
birthday, Patricia (nee 
Cole) of New Hamburg 
and formerly of Wellesley. 

FORREST, HUGH | Peace-
fully at Ritz Lutheran 
Villa, Mitchell, on Friday, 
February 3, 2017. Hugh, 
formerly of Wellesley 
Township in his 88th 
year.

Violet Pape
Peacefully passed away on Wednesday, 
February 1, 2017 at Grand River Hospi-
tal, at the age of 85 years. Violet (Koch), 
of Elmira, formerly of Woodstock and 
Kitchener, was the beloved wife of the 
late Leslie Pape (2012). Loved mother 
of Derek and Julia of London, and 
Nathan and Kim of Elmira. Lovingly 
remembered by her grandchildren 
Amanda, Zoe and Sarah. Dear sister 
of Ken, Patrick, and Danny Koch, 
Maureen Phillips and Elaine Pierce. 
Predeceased by siblings Mildred Fer-
ris, Lloyd, Lewis, Robert, James and 
Michael Koch.  A special thank you to 
the nurses and doctors at Grand River 
Hospital for their excellent care of our 
mother. At Violet’s request, crema-
tion has taken place. There will be 
no funeral home visitation or funeral 
service. A private family graveside 
service will take place at a later date.  
Arrangements entrusted to the Dreis-
inger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 45th Anniversary 
Barb & Menno

From your family & friends

Happy 85th Birthday, 
Phyllis!

The children and grandchildren of  
Phyllis Ribey

invite you to attend an Open House
to celebrate her birthday.

Please join us at Floradale Mennonite Church
on Saturday, February 25

between 1:00 and 4:00 p.m.
Best Wishes only please!

Walter Kieffer

9 long years
Missing you every day Dad. 

Every day since you went away 
like summer without sunshine 

and winter  without snow. 
I wish that I could talk to you. 
There’s so much I would say.

Life has changed so very much 
since you went away.

I miss the bond between us 
and I miss your kind support

You’re in my mind and my heart and my 
daily thoughts.

I’ll always feel you close to me
and though you are far from sight,

I will search for you among the stars 
that shine at night. 

April 1, 1922 - Feb. 11, 2008

Love your Daughter and Family

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Notice of Public Meeting 
Township of Woolwich Technical Advisory Group (TAG)

Thursday, February 16, 2017 
Council Chambers, 2nd Floor 

Administration Building, 24 Church Street West, Elmira
6:30 p.m. Public Meeting

Reminder – 2017 Dog Tags are now due 
the fees increase March 1st 

Under the Animal Control By-law #31-2013 it is a requirement that all dog 
owners within the Township of Woolwich license their dogs by March 1st of 
every calendar year. In the event your pet is lost and has a license, Animal 
Services will make every effort to reunite you with your pet at no extra cost. For safe return of 
your dog if found, please ensure you have attached the Township of Woolwich Dog Tag to your dog’s 
collar. Dogs without tags are taken to the Humane Society and owners will incur Humane Society 
costs of $35.00 per day. Dogs wearing their tags found outside of regular Township business hours 
can also be reported to the Woolwich Memorial Centre or the Breslau Community Centre. 

To report a lost or found dog, please contact the Township of Woolwich at 519-669-6009 Monday 
to Friday between the hours of 9:00am and 5:00pm. After hours, information on lost or found dogs 
can be provided to the Woolwich Memorial Center. Please contact the WMC Monday to Friday after 
5:00pm until 10:00pm or weekends 6:00am to10:00pm at 519-669-1647 x 7001 or the Breslau 
Community Centre Monday to Friday after 5:00pm until 9:00pm or Saturday and Sunday 10:00am 
to 3:00pm at 519-648-9524. 

Dog Tags are available at the following locations: 

The Township of Woolwich 24 Church Street West, Elmira (Mon-Fri 9am – 5pm)
Woolwich Memorial Centre 24 Snyder Avenue South, Elmira (Sun-Sat 6am – 9pm)
Breslau Community Centre 100 Andover Drive, Breslau  
 (Mon-Fri 4pm-9pm, Sat-Sun 10am-3pm)
*Pet Valu 315 Arthur Street South, Elmira 519-669-1350
*Eldale Vet Clinic 150 Church Street West, Elmira 519-669-5672
*Breslau Animal Hospital 2057 Victoria Street North #3, Breslau 519-648-9738
*Creature Comfort Pet Emporium 1553 King Street North, St. Jacobs 519-664-3366

Before March 1st:  March 1st and After:
Neutered/Spayed - $25.00 Neutered/Spayed - $40.00
Non-Neutered/Spayed - $35.00 Non-Neutered/Spayed - $50.00

For more information about the Woolwich Dog Tag Program please contact  
the Township of Woolwich at 519-669-6009.

Half the dogs found and picked up in 2016 were able to be easily  
identified and returned to their owner.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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GOW, MELVIN ROY | Peace-
fully, at Stratford General 
Hospital, Stratford on 
Saturday, February 4, 
2017, Melvin Roy Gow, 
of Grand Bend, age 75. 
Local relatives are his 
daughter Patty Hachman 

and her husband Murray 
of Elmira.

HOFFARTH, AGNES R. | 
Passed away at Grand 
River Hospital on 
Thursday, February 2, 
2017, four days short of 
her 92nd birthday. Agnes 
(Zettler) of St. Jacobs.

IZA, GERALD “JERRY’ | At 
Palmerston and District 
Hospital on Thursday, 
February 2, 2017, Mr. 
Gerald George Iza of 
Palmerston, in his 92nd 
year. Local relatives are 
his daughter  Debbie and 
Larry Forbes of Elmira.

LEGRAND, STEVEN GEORGE  
| July 29, 1956 - January 
28, 2017 Passed away in 
Elmira.

FAMILY ALBUM DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY BY 10 AM

CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104 OR email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com
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LIVING HERE
MILESTONES / HISTORY REVISITED

RED WINE AND CHOCO-
LATE – a girl’s best friend! 
Valentine’s Day is quickly 
approaching, and the plan-
ning for love is underway.

For some, Valentine’s 
Day is a small affair, al-
though depending on your 
partner, the requirements 
may be a bit more extrava-
gant.  

To enjoy Valentine’s it 
helps to spread the love to 
family and friends. Why 
not show your appreciation 
to the ones that make your 
day-to-day life special? En-
couraging children to show 
their love and appreciation 
to others, for instance, is 
valuable beyond one day 
a year. Finding the joy of 
giving to others – there is 
no other sentiment more 
important, the realization 
that life isn’t all about you, 
as much as the love and 
support of the people in 
your life.  

Okay, maybe the satu-
ration of negative social 
media and the monotony 
of politics are getting to 
me. Spread some love and 
enjoy the flavours of wine 
and chocolate – the people 
in your life will thank you. 
Take care of each other and 
happy cooking!

Valentine’s 
Day calls 
out for 
chocolate 
and wine

CHEF’S TABLE | 27ANNIVERSARY | 27

LIZ BEVAN

WELLESLEY PUBLIC 
SCHOOL TOOK a trip down 
memory lane this week, 
opening a time capsule 
put together by students 
in 1992. 

The letters, pictures, 
money, tapes and more 
have been sitting in the 
dark for 25 years, and in 
front of former teachers, 
students, anniversary 
committee members and 
school staff, the capsule 

Wellesley Public School students get a glimpse at a slice of school’s history as former teachers and 
pupils gather for the opening of time capsule, part of its 50th anniversary celebrations

was opened on the morn-
ing of Feb. 6. It was all part 
of a year-long celebration, 
marking the 50th anniver-
sary of the school.

Each item was taken out, 
one by one, and everyone 
had a chance to take a look 
and see what life was like 
at the school a quarter-
century ago. 

Wellesley PS principal 
Brian Morgan says it is 
interesting to see how 
the community, and the 
school itself, has grown 

and evolved over the last 
25 years since the time cap-
sule was put together. 

“The anniversary is a big 
deal and it is very excit-
ing. The whole process has 
been really rewarding and 
fun,” he said, adding that 
some things have changed, 
but others have stayed the 
same, referencing a flyer 
from Pym’s Market found 
in the capsule. “To actually 
open it and see what is in 
there, have a look back and 
you realize some things 

aren’t much different. The 
price of ham has stayed 
about the same. Then, 
there are other things that 
have changed. We pulled 
out a VHS tape and the kids 
were saying, ‘what’s that?’ 
It was very interesting.”

Included in the time 
capsule was a large banner 
commemorating the cap-
sule’s creation, a one-, two- 
and five-dollar bill and 
coins from 1992, as well as 
student letters predicting 
where they will be in the 

future, notes from teachers 
and plenty more. 

For Wellesley Township 
Mayor Joe Nowak, help-
ing to open the capsule 
brought back plenty of 
memories. 

“It is a little bit nerve-
wracking opening a time 
capsule that you know your 
family actually put some-
thing in. It sort of dates 
you a little,” he said with a 
laugh. “It is certainly excit-

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Wellesley Public School principal Brian Morgan and Wellesley Township Mayor Joe Nowak show a banner found in the time capsule put together by students 25 years ago. The opening of the time capsule Monday was part of the school’s 
50th anniversary celebrations. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

A trip back in time to 1992

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net
Accredited 

Test & Repair Facility

We are excited to announce 
the starting of our monthly 
colouring contest!
Make sure to get your kids involved in 
this. They won’t want to miss out on 
our sweet prizes! At Leroy’s Auto Care 
we are committed to serving you and 
your family.
- The Team
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

FEBRUARY 9

EXPLORE YOUR MENNONITE ROOTS with archivist 
Laureen Harder-Gissing from Mennonite Archives 
of Ontario. Learn about Russian Mennonite and 
Swiss Mennonite migrations to Waterloo Region. 
Includes tips for researching family history. Plus a 
short presentation about heritage tours to Russia/
Ukraine and Europe. The presentation begins at 7 
p.m., Conrad Grebel University College, Community 
Rm, 140 Westmount Rd. N., Waterloo.

FEBRUARY 14

DIABETES CONNECTION. THIS SUPPORT group is for 
individuals diagnosed with diabetes or pre-diabetes 
and their support people. Have your diabetes 
questions answered by a healthcare professional, 
build confidence in managing your diabetes, get 
food and exercise ideas, increase your knowledge of 
diabetes as well as learn about ways to maintain or 
improve your health. Drop in, 6-7 p.m. at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs.

FEBRUARY 15

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us 
for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at the 
Wellesley Community Centre. The meal is served at 
noon. Cost is $6. Call 519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900 
by noon Feb. 13.

JOIN US FOR W.O.W. (What’s on Wednesday) a club 
for the 55+ crowd, sponsored by the Paradise and 
District Lions Club and Community Care Concepts. 
Meet us at the St. Clements Arena Community Centre 

(upstairs) on the first and third Wednesday of the 
month. We offer refreshments, cards, games, guest 
speakers and much more. Drop in between 1 p.m. 
and 4 p.m.

FEBRUARY 20 

WINTER IN BLOOM AT the Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
Bring your family for fun activities from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. A chili dog lunch will take place from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. (donations accepted.)

ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society education 
meeting, 7:30 p.m. at Trinity United Church, Elmira. 
David Hobson will speak about “The lighter side 
of gardening.” Members are free, non-members 
$2. Please bring shoes or slippers. New members 
welcome.

FEBRUARY 22

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us 
for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at the 
Linwood Community Centre. The meal is served at 
noon. Cost is $11. Call 519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900 
by noon Feb. 17.

UNDERSTANDING MENTAL HEALTH: SIGNS and 
symptoms, what helps, resources. 6:30–8:30 p.m. 
Laura McShane, CMHAWW at Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, St. Jacobs. Please call 519-664-3794. 
No charge. Everyone welcome. 

FEBRUARY 27

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join 
us for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at 

the Woolwich Memorial Centre, Elmira. The meal is 
served at noon, cost is $6. Call 519-664-1900 or 1-855-
664-1900 by noon Feb. 23.

FEBRUARY 28

PLEASE JOIN US FOR a Shrove Tuesday, pancakes 
and sausage supper from 5-7 p.m. at West Montrose 
United Church. Hosted by the Women’s Social Group. 
Free-will offerings appreciated. For more information 
please call Joan 519-669-3432. All welcome.

MARCH 2

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP. JOIN this informal 
group of caregivers who are acquainted with the 
struggles you experience. We meet at the Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs from 10–11 a.m. 
Please call Julie at 519-664-3794, ext. 229.

MARCH 4

KW BRAIN TUMOUR WALK is hosting a Community 
Garage Sale at St. Teresa’s Church hall starting 
at 8 a.m. Have items to donate?: Email Renee 
BTWalkKW@braintumour.ca to arrange item pick up/
drop off.

MARCH 9

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend “Is It Alzheimer’s?”: Nancy Martin RPN & 
Lindsay Wilson, educators. Devotional: Paster Ron 
Seabrooke, Music: Alee Wiens. Starts at 10:30 a.m. at 
Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested donation $7 
includes hot meal at noon.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Worship
10:30 am: Annual 

Congregational Meeting
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Jesus on Money

Sunday, February 12th

9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

The King’s Speech

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Gord Martin

Practicing What 
We Preach

Sunday, Feb. 12th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Missional 
Church – 

Going Local

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

21 Arthur St. N., Box 25, Elmira
519-669-5560 • www.trinityunitedelmira.ca

 TRINITY UNITED CHURCH

Love, Learn & Live by Christ’s Teachings

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:30am - Contemporary Worship
11:00am - Traditional Worship

Clergy: Rev. Sue Campbell
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ACROSS
1. High-fives
5. Baby business
12. Jacuzzi
15. Ethereal
16. Protective breed
17. Kitchen meas.
18. Harvest fly
20. Howler
21. Hip-hop
22. Big bird
23. Bog
24. Nonexistent
25. Canopus’s constellation
29. On its way
30. “I want!”
31. Shades
32. Armrest?
34. Blubber
35. Organic radical
36. Bar order
37. Publicity
38. Kid
41. Song for nine
43. Blood deficiency
46. Capt.’s guess
47. Free

49. Elect
50. Ready-made
52. Corn serving
53. Famines
56. “No kidding”
57. Bloodshot
58. Starchy tuber
59. Barely beat
61. Protection: Var.
62. Afghan coin
63. Eddy
65. Intestine parts
66. Joyful cry
69. Alliance
70. Certify
72. Bucket of bolts
73. “Bye now”
74. Paternity identifier
75. Wallet items
76. Baby slipper
78. Aimless
83. Cinematic FX
84. “Between the wars”
86. Border lake
87. “For ___ a jolly ...”
88. Fixed
89. Set, as a price

DOWN
1. Pouch
2. Island chain?
3. ___ welder
4. Myanmar monetary unit
5. Coif
6. Jackson 5 hit
7. Naval clerks
8. “The ____ Game”
9. Lifeless, old-style
10. Size up
11. Wind dir.
12. Pull strings?
13. Sacred hymn
14. Mac maker
16. Patterned fabric
19. Cave
24. Pen part
25. Modifier
26. Dawns
27. Fox
28. Cay
29. Milano Mr.
30. Racing vehicle
33. Grazing area
34. Barber’s motion
37. Common contraction

38. Asylum seeker
39. Slanted printing
40. Watched Junior
42. Clean
44. Clever
45. Kind of cuisine
48. Close
51. Build
54. Early hrs.
55. “My dear man”
60. Flat
62. Appear, with “up”
63. Scheduled
64. Suitors
66. Choice word
67. Type of fund
68. Haven
69. Flora and fauna
71. Bit
73. Traffic ___
76. Nod, maybe
77. Farm female
79. Legal thing
80. Annoy
81. “A pox on you!”
82. A Kennedy
85. Word before large

Women having children later in life part of the reason for increase in twins

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Erg Chebbi, Morocco

Karen Metzger is awaiting the sunrise 
over the dunes of Erg Chebbi in the 
Sahara Desert after her camel ride while 
touring Morocco in October.

LOCATION

CAPTION

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Q. In case you hadn’t 
noticed (and who has?), 
twins have been popping 
up in lots of places over 
the last four decades. 
Why?
A. Since the 1970s, their 
numbers have been bal-
looning across the devel-
oped world, says Katie Peek 
in “Scientific American” 
magazine. A number of 
reasons: more and more 
older women are having 
kids, with the national 
peak age for twin moms 
being about 35. Plus, fertil-
ity treatments are more 
common, another twins 
booster.

In the U.S., twinning 
had been on the rise, espe-
cially from 1980-2013. But 
because multiple births 
are dangerous for both 
mothers and babies, public 
health officials would like 
to reverse the trend, adds 
Peek. “In fact, Sweden, 
Denmark, and a few other 
countries are turning their 
twins rates around, with 
guidelines or regulations 
that restrict the numbers 
of embryos implanted dur-
ing most in-vitro fertiliza-
tion procedures,” a change 
which has also cut the rate 
of triplets significantly. 

Overall, of the 3.9 million 
babies born in the U.S. in 
2013, 132,000 were twins 
and just 4,400 were trip-
lets. The numbers indicate 
that “fraternal twins are 
twice as likely in Europe as 

in East Asia, and four times 
as likely in sub-Saharan 
Africa. Identical twins are 
equally likely everywhere.”
Q. An estimated five 
billion lives have been 
saved by the 105 scien-
tists celebrated on the 
ScienceHeroes.com web-
site. Can you name any 
of the top heroes or their 
discoveries?
A. #1 and #2 are German 
scientists Fritz Haber 
(1868-1935) and Carl Bosch 
(1874-1940), who devel-
oped a synthetic fertilizer 
that saved some 2.7 billion 
lives by helping the world 
grow nutritious food, says 
the website. Without their 
discovery, the expansion 
of the world’s population 
from 1.6 billion in 1900 to 
over 7 billion today would 
not have been possible.

To #3, Austrian Karl 
Landsteiner (1868-1943), 
goes credit for saving a bil-
lion people with his 1902 
discovery of blood types 
that made safe transfu-
sions a routine medical 
procedure, adds Dr. John 
Swartzberg in the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley 
“Wellness Letter.” Perhaps 
better known is #5, Eng-
lishman Edward Jenner 
(1749-1823), whose discov-
ery of the smallpox vaccine 
— the very first vaccine —
has saved some 530 million 
lives. In fact, many of these 
heroes worked on vaccines 
that have spared untold 
numbers of people from 
premature death. 

The efforts of these and 
other dedicated scientists 
have helped advance “the 
true power of science to 

overcome disease and even 
genetic proclivity,” says 
Swartzberg.
Q. Why do captive el-
ephants walk around on 
their tippy toes?
A. They’ve also been 
described as walking 
on high heels, but actu-
ally, this is an elephant’s 
natural style of walking, 
captive or not, says Helen 
Thompson in “Science 
News” magazine. When 
evolutionary morphologist 
Olga Panagiotopoulou and 
colleagues trained five Afri-
can elephants to walk over 
pressure-sensing platforms 
to measure distribution 
of weight on their feet, a 
trend emerged: “Elephants 
put the most pressure on 
the outside toes of their 
front feet and the least 
pressure on their heels… 

Thus, elephants naturally 
walk on their tiptoes, and 
harder surfaces of captive 
environments must cramp 
their walking style.”

As “ZME Science” re-
ports, such an awkward gait 
can cause foot problems 
that in time lead to disease. 
Said Panagiotopoulou, “Ev-
ery year, elephants from 
zoos and conservation sites 
need to be euthanized be-
cause there’s nothing that 
can treat them.” 

Thus, these pressure 
plates might be used as a 
monitoring system to aid 
conservationists and el-
ephant podiatrists.
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ANNIVERSARY: The way things were
FROM | 24

ing. It was great to see. My 
wife had her Grade 5 class 
in there, and she has been 
busy reading the notes they 
put in there. We are still 
close with a lot of the fami-
lies that can be found in 
the capsule. Our daughters 
even put stuff in there – we 
had one daughter in Grade 
2, and another daughter 
that was in Grade 3 when 
this was happening. We 
had just moved down the 
street here. Seeing all of 
this stuff really brings back 
the memories.”

Barb Nowak taught at the 
school for 15 years, and was 
teaching Grade 5 when the 
capsule was put together. 
The letters from her class 
were right on top on the box, 
and one of the first things 
to come out of the capsule. 

“I was so thrilled and 
excited to see all of this,” 
she said. “These names 
mean something to me, not 
just because I taught them 
when they were students, 
but some of them are my 
friends today. I know their 
parents, I was at one girl’s 
wedding, I remember when 

her children were born. 
That is the kind of com-
munity Wellesley is. This 
really is something. This is 
very special to me.”

The celebrations contin-
ue for the rest of the school 
year, with an afternoon 
of reminiscing on Apr. 
22 at the school. Former 

students, staff and com-
munity members are in-
vited to stop by, share their 
memories of Wellesley PS 
and maybe even see a few 
long-lost friends. More 
information about the 25th 
anniversary celebrations 
will be made available in 
the coming weeks. 

2 Tbsp. butter
1/4 cup of red wine 

In a mixing bowl, cream 
together butter, sugar and 
brown sugar. Add eggs one 
at a time, as well as vanilla.

Sift flour, cocoa, bak-
ing soda and cinnamon 
together. 

Add to the wet ingredi-
ents. To add the flour mix 
to the butter mix, alternate 
red wine and flour blend 
three times.  Pour batter 
into buttered and floured 
bundt pan. Bake at 350 
F until a wooden skewer 
comes out clean, approxi-
mately 45 minutes.  

Allow cake to cool slight-
ly and run a thin knife 
along the pan to loosen the 
edges.  Do not cut through 
the cake –angle it towards 

Red Wine 
Chocolate 
Cake 
1 cup soft butter
1-1/4 cup sugar
1/2 cup dark brown sugar
2 large eggs
2 tsp. vanilla 
1-1/4 cup red wine 
1-1/4 cup flour
3/4 cup cocoa powder
1/2 tsp. of baking powder 
1 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. ground cinnamon 

Glaze: 
8 ounces chopped bitter-
sweet chocolate
1/4 cup of whipping cream

CHEF’S TABLE: Just the thing for Valentine’s
the side of the pan.   

Put pan on the plate bot-
tom side down to allow the 
cake to fall out. Allow to 
cool further. 

Prepare to make the 
glaze.

In a glass measuring cup 
add chocolate, butter and 
cream. Place in microwave 
and melt for approximately 
2 minutes.  Pour in the 
red wine and stir together. 
Drizzle over the cooled 
bundt cake. Slice and en-
joy.

FROM | 24

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

Call and Schedule your FREE HEARING EVALUATION†

Elmira
17 Church Street West

©2017 Miracle-Ear, Inc. 16388ROPA

Hearing aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences vary depending on severity of hearing loss, accuracy of evaluation, proper fit and ability 
to adapt to amplification.*Not valid on Audiotone® Pro. **If you are not completely satisfied, the aids may be returned for a full refund within 75 days of the 
completion of fitting, in satisfactory condition. †Our hearing tests are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification 
needs only.

Our First Hearing Aid with BUILT-IN POWER.
Completely hassle-free—no batteries to change. 
The new rechargeable RIC employs our 

PrimaxTM  technology and takes 

rechargeability to the next level. The 
sleek, fully integrated design delivers 
24-hours of performance with unlimited 
streaming —all on a single charge. 

 Hearing A Better Day Can Start Today .

• 3 Year Warranty*

• Lifetime of Free Aftercare

SAY GOODBYE 
to batteries!

•   75 Day Money Back Guarantee**

• Personalized Treatment Plans 

For a limited time get

$500OFF

Special offer applies to purchase of ME-1, ME-2, ME-3 & ME-4 Solutions. $250 discount applied per hearing aid when purchased at the regular 
list price. Valid at participating Miracle-Ear locations only. Not valid with any other discount or offer. Not valid on previous purchases. 
OFFER EXPIRES 03/31/2017

WHEN YOU TRADE UP YOUR 
EXISTING HEARING AIDS.

226.241.4478
www.miracle-ear.ca

Some of the items included in the Wellesley Public School time capsule include a $1 and a 
$2 bill, stories from students in 1992, a copy of a local newspaper, photos and a VHS tape of 
school events. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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HELD
OVER!

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

9AM
9AM
11AM

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

9AM
9AM
9AM

9PM
9PM
9PM

THURSDAY 9AM 9PM
9PM
6PM
5PM

SALE HOURS

OUR HOURS

FINAL 4 DAYS!! 
FEBRUARY 9-12

HARDWOOD

$177
STARTING 

AS LOW AS

/SQFT

TRUCKLOAD SALE!
OAK 

MAPLE MAPLE MAPLE MAPLE MAPLE MAPLE MAPLE MAPLE 
 HICKORY
BAMBOO
BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    BEACH    
TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK TEAK 

WALNUT
& MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! & MORE! 

1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 1000’S OF SQ FT 
AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!AVAILABLE!

1000’S OF SQ FT 
AVAILABLE!

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

5” WIDE!

HANDSCRAPED
BAMBOO

$177
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

/SQ FT
FROM

HARDWOOD

BLOWOUT!

MANY STAINS IN STOCK

3/4” THICK
OAK OR MAPLE

$297
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

/SQ FT
FROM

HARDWOOD

BLOWOUT!

made in 
CANADA

WON’T LAST LONG!

HANDSCRAPED
SOLID MAPLE

$467
REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99

/SQ FT
FROM

HARDWOOD

BLOWOUT!

$147
/ SQ FT
MIN 300 SQ FT

LIFETIME WARRANTY

HARDWOOD
INSTALLATION

CLICK ENGINEERED

HANDSCRAPED
HICKORY/MAPLE

$297
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

/SQ FT
FROM

HARDWOOD

BLOWOUT!

made in 
CANADA

2 STAINS IN STOCK!

7”WIDE x 7’LONG
MAPLE

$297
REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99

/SQ FT
FROM

HARDWOOD

BLOWOUT!

other farmers can bid on 
them, with the profits go-
ing back to help MCC with 
their work. It also gives 
MCC the chance to reach 
out to those who may not 
have normally come into 
contact with the charity.

“It is just a huge oppor-
tunity for MCC to have a 
profile in the agricultural 
and dairy community. For 
a lot of people who might 
not have another chance 
to cross paths with MCC 

to hear about our develop-
ment and peace building 
work or have the opportu-
nity to become a supporter. 
It is reach we just couldn’t 
duplicate if these people 
didn’t come together to do 
this work,” said Cober Bau-
man.

This year’s heifer auction 
will be held in the usual 
venue, at Carson’s Sale 
Arena in Listowel on Feb. 
17 starting at 11 a.m.

There is a bus leaving El-
mira to pick up those who 

want to come bid, or even 
just watch an exciting live 
auction for charity. The bus 
leaves at 10 a.m. from the 
Elmira branch. It will be 
leaving Listowel to return 
to Elmira at 3:30 p.m.

To donate a heifer, con-
tact Clarence Deifenbaker 
at 519-669-2164. For more 
information about the 
auction itself, call MCC 
Ontario’s Kitchener office 
at 519-745-8458 or visit 
their website at www.mcc-
canada.ca.

HEIFER SALE:  A big part of boosting MCC’s 
profile in the agricultural community
FROM | 3

is also a moment of really 
shock and disbelief and ev-
erything that you can think 
about. First of all, yes we 
know that we don’t live in a 
perfect world but you don’t 
really think that something 
like this is ever going to 
happen. In a thousand 
years I didn’t think that it 
would happen in Canada,” 
Mazhar said.

She said it just shows it 
doesn’t matter the work 
that you have done, or how 
strong the foundations are, 
no country, community, or 
society is immune to hate. 

“We need to work hard 
and we need to make sure 
we do not delegitimize 
voices, we hear people out 
and we try to understand, 
even if we don’t agree with 
what they’re saying, we try 
to understand,” Mazhar 
said.

She noted it’s important 
to remember we all have 
a stake in it, whether we 
know someone who is part 
of the Muslim community 
or not.

“Everyone has been im-
pacted by this senseless act 
of violence in one way or 
the other,” Mazhar said.

They proceeded to light 
six candles, one for each of 
the victims, and then they 
each lit a candle from those 
candles to hold while they 
reflected on how this had 
affected them.

Trinity also is now pro-
moting inclusivity through 
the addition of a welcom-
ing sign written in English, 
French, and Arabic. The 
church has more signs for 
those who want one, as evi-
denced by one at the front 
of Elmira District Second-
ary School.

The signs were created 
by Pastor Matthew Bucher 
from Immanuel Mennonite 
Church in Harrisonburg, 
Virgina. The sign has since 
been recreated and repro-
duced for anyone to plant 
on their lawn.

The signs read “No mat-

ter where you are from, 
we’re glad you’re our neigh-
bour.”

Campbell says organiz-
ing the vigil was important 
for her to break down the 
us-them barrier and to 
recognize we are all Cana-
dians.

One member of the con-
gregation asked her why 
they needed to hold the 
vigil because shouldn’t 
people know that they love 
them?

“I said it’s like when 
you’re married, yes you’ve 
made a vow to love this 
person forever, but you 
need a visible way to show 
it, and you still have to say 
I love you even though, yes 
you’re married and you 
love the person,” Campbell 
explained.

In attendance for the 
vigil was the minister for 
Rockwood United Church 
and Stone United Church 
outside of Guelph, and con-
gregation members from 
Hawkesville Mennonite 
Church, Floradale Menno-
nite Church, Alma United 
Church and of course Trin-
ity.

“For me it was a very 
tangible, concrete way 
of building community 
together across denomi-
national lines and people 
who aren’t part of a church 
at all. It was for everybody 
together, all of us to stand 
together as Canadians to 
send a message of inclu-
siveness and welcoming 
of diversity to extend the 
hand of friendship and 
welcome.”

VIGIL: Coming together in a show of solidarity 
for people of different faiths and cultures
FROM | COVER

Trinity United’s Rev. Sue Campbell organized the vigil attended by church members from 
around the region. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]


