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WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS!
Dr. Ryan Shugg & Dr. Paul Shutsa of Elmira Family Dental are

Call us or drop in to the office to book an appointment today! (Located above R.W. Thur Real Estate)

519-669-1526

45 Arthur St. S., Elmira ON

7 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-3349
Est. 1940

Hours: Mon.-Wed. 9-6 | Thurs. & Fri. 9-8 | Sat. 9-5

Developer seeks 
expansion at 
Elmira retail centre

MORE FLOOR SPACE AND 
an expanded range of uses 
would bring new tenants 
into the Foodland-an-
chored retail centre at the 
south end of Elmira, says 
the property’s new owner.

Skyline Retail Real Es-
tate Holdings Ltd., which 
purchased the develop-
ment from Sobeys Capital 
Inc., is looking to increase 
the retail floor space avail-
able at the 315 Arthur St. S. 
property to 97,000 square 
feet from the existing 
51,500, including adding 
10,000 sq. ft. to the Food-
land grocery store, which 
currently occupies 34,000 
sq. ft.

The plan also calls for a 
wider range of retail uses, 
including the potential re-
location of Elmira’s LCBO 
outlet or Beer Store. 

To move ahead, the com-
pany needs official plan 
and zoning amendments 
from Woolwich Township, 
which five years ago turned 
down a similar proposal 

Plan calls for addition to Foodland 
store, new retail space and expanded 
range of uses at Arthur Street site

STEVE KANNON by Sobeys. The requested 
changes were the subject of 
a public meeting Tuesday 
night in council chambers, 
where only the applicant’s 
representatives spoke – no 
objections or other com-
ments were heard.

Under the plan, total 
building coverage on the 
8.2-acre property would 
increase to 27 per cent from 
14 per cent.

That’s in keeping with 
the industry average of 25 
to 30 per cent, said planner 
Scott Arbuckle of the IBI 
Group.

Currently, the site isn’t 
being used to its potential, 
added Jamie Tate of Tate 
Economic Research, hired 
by Skyline to conduct the 
required market assess-
ment in Elmira.

“The site is underuti-
lized,” he said, noting the 
developer has had difficul-
ty finding tenants because 
of the limited range of uses 
currently permitted there.

In response to a question 

HEADING INTO THE FINAL stretch of 
the 2017 budget deliberations, Welles-
ley council was still looking to get the 
tax hike below three per cent, which 
they managed to do on Wednesday 
with a tax levy increase of 2.985 per 
cent.

This represents an average house-
hold impact increase of $3.05 per 
month based on an average residential 
property with an assessed value of 
$325,107.

Prior to Wednesdays’ final discus-
sion, the increase was at 3.5 per cent, 
based on an operating budget of 
$7,493,895 and capital spending of 
$2,573,309.

“The budget was extremely well 
done – very well thought out – so there 
wasn’t a lot of hanging fruit that we 
could pick and move out of there. We 
still want to get it down,” said Mayor 
Joe Nowak going into the meeting.

Despite that, there were some bud-
get line items that caught the council-
lors’ attention.

“We talked at length about the 
donations that we hand out. Our re-
quests this year was virtually double 
from what we had last year and there 
was some discussion on whether we 
can afford that again this year. Staff 
is going to have a closer look at it,” 
Nowak said.

They have $13,000 budgeted for 
donations in 2017, up from $10,450 in 
2016. Nowak noted there was some 

Wellesley squeaks in 
under 3% tax-hike 
target in 2017
budget deliberations

WHITNEY NEILSON

Elmira Sugar Kings forward and OHL draft pick Mitch Hoelscher scored four goals last weekend after returning from injuries. The 
Kings split the weekend with a win against Waterloo on Jan. 7, and a loss to Guelph on Jan. 8. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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He’s a 
comeback 
King
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ADVERTISING FEATURE

Hearing 
properly has 
brought back 
my confidence

When my wife and I moved a few years 
ago, we didn’t know anybody in the 
area. We quickly met locals through 
our bridge club. Bridge is the ideal 
game because it gets you away from the 
television and into the community to 
meet people and make friends. 
It is also good for the hard of hearing 
because it is so visual. Mentally, it 
keeps the brain going with all the rules, 
calculations and systems. There are so 
many things to think about and that’s 
why it’s so challenging. It’s unique in 
that respect. 
Bridge is very social and in that respect 
my new Miracle-Ear hearing aids have 
been an enormous help, allowing me to 
enjoy the laughter and conversation at 
the table. 
My other lifelong passion has been 
tennis and it was during an indoor tennis 
training session that I first noticed my 
hearing was not quite right. There were 
about 15 people in the class but I was 
the only one who had to go right up to 
the coach to hear his instructions. It was 
embarrassing and I had to rely on others 
in the group to interpret what he was 
saying for me. 
In hindsight, I recognize that my hearing 
had been gradually deteriorating over 
the years. It was particularly noticeable 
during my monthly get-togethers with 
fellow ex-Round Table members at a 
local pub. They could be a noisy bunch 
and I often missed what was being said 
because of the background noise. 
I went into a nearby sports store one day 
to buy some tennis balls. There was a 
Miracle-Ear shop a few doors along the 
road from the sports store. The major 
decision was for me to walk in through 
the door. 
My confidence in Miracle-Ear was 
strengthened when I learned that it 
had access to hearing aids from many 
manufacturers. 
The Registered Hearing Instrument 
Specialist explained to me that the latest 

hearing aids were not only discreet, but 
give 360-degree hearing.
Hearing loss creeps up slowly. Listening 
requires the brain to process all the 
dialects and frequencies, and for me, the 
consonants kept dropping out.
When Miracle-Ear did my first hearing 
test, I was asked if the problem was 
worse in one ear than the other. The 
follow-up visit revealed similar levels of 
deterioration in both ears. It’s important 
to explain your hearing problems to the 
hearing instrument specialist in exact 
detail and I was pleasantly surprised that 
what I heard through the earpiece could 
be improved through tiny adjustments to 
the device. 
Indeed, my current hearing aids have 
a nifty remote control that has various 
settings for blocking out background 
noise from human chatter and road 
sounds. My wife and I enjoy classical 
music, so listening to a live concert 
in full surround sound enhances the 
experience.
The service from Miracle-Ear was 
exceptional. It operates a customer-
friendly, open-door policy, and the 
helpful staff often deals with problems 
on the spot. 
These days, my wife jokes that she 
doesn’t talk to me until I’ve got my 
Miracle-Ear hearing aids switched on. 
Joking aside, though, the biggest change 
they have made is to my confidence. 
I would recommend anybody to get their 
hearing tested. I don’t understand why 
more people don’t go.

Bridge-loving Hugh Palmer found 
that an appointment with Miracle-Ear 
did the trick when it came to dealing 
with his loss of hearing

Call Miracle-Ear Elmira today and make an 
appointment for a FREE hearing test.  226.241.4478

17 Church Street West 
Elmira, ON N3B 1M2

Why Choose Miracle-Ear?

• Personalized Treatment Plans

• Lifetime of aftercare

• Qualified Registered Hearing
Care Professionals

• Benefit from cutting edge research
and technology – with a wide range
of options to suit each individual
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discussion on whether 
council should even be 
funding some of the re-
quests.

Another issue they talked 
about at length is the pos-
sibility of looking at review-
ing the wage schedule for 
council and senior staff and 
whether they should actu-
ally go ahead with hiring a 
consultant to do that work.

“I think we have to be a 
little bit cautious. I’m al-
ways more comfortable the 
lower we can get it. Under 
three would be a good goal 
to look for. We have some 
challenges coming up and I 
think we need to look long 
term on a number of these 
issues,” Nowak said.

For example, in 2018 
they’re looking at major 
construction of the fire sta-
tion in St. Clements, which 
will be a significant chunk 
of change.

The bridge on Nafziger 
Road by the Wellesley 
Apple Cider Mill also has to 
be replaced at a cost in the 
$1-million-range.

“I think we have to be 
a little bit careful, make 
sure that our reserves are 
as adequately provided for 
that would help us mitigate 

the need to borrow or bring 
down the amount that we’re 
going to have to borrow or 
debenture in 2018,” Nowak 
said.

The cost of the construc-
tion is so high because they 
can’t just tear it down and 
rebuild it. They have to put 
some sort of a temporary 
structure in place to keep 
the road open for the mill 
and residents who live on 
the road, which adds sig-
nificantly to the cost.

They’ve budgeted $93,151 
for multi-use trails this 
year, which will be funded 
through the trails reserve 
and development charges.

“There’s always been a 
fairly big push for addition-
al trails in the community. 
That’s not just the village, 
that’s township-wide. We’ve 
addressed that. We have 
put additional money into a 
reserve,” Nowak said.

They’ve also put $20,000 
toward their community 
improvement plan which 
essentially will aim to at-
tract and maintain busi-
nesses in the township and 
allow them to apply for 
financial support for facade 
improvements and the like.

The township will have 
to dig a little deeper into its 

pockets this year to cover 
wages and benefits. Ad-
ministration wages alone 
jumped from $227,445 last 
year up to $256,289. Ben-
efits for administration staff 
followed suit from $70,777 
to $79,608.

“We got hit rather hard 
unfortunately this year with 
the cost of benefits, almost 
adding one point to the tax 
base just to get caught up 
on the extra cost with the 
benefits,” Nowak said.

Full-time recreation staff 
wages are budgeted for over 
$500,000, plus the cost of 
benefits.

Nowak notes there’s al-
most close to a $1 million 
in road work to be done, 
including roads and sig-
nificant sidewalk improve-
ment.

Councillors meeting 
Monday questioned how 
wise the township’s four-
year investment into the 
Waterloo Region Economic 
Development Corporation 
has been, which comes at 
a cost of $20,000 this year. 
Nowak noted the benefit 
of it is difficult to quantify, 
but it’s an area to keep a 
close eye on and talk to the 
WREDC’s president and 
CEO Tony La Mantia about.

BUDGET: Concerns about spending on WREDC
FROM | COVER

IF YOU HAVEN’T BEEN 
subjected to this year’s flu 
virus, count yourself lucky.

The H3N2 strand of 
influenza has been domi-
nating this flu season and 
is known for being particu-
larly rough, especially for 
seniors.

Stephanie DeWitte-Orr 
is an assistant professor 
in Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity’s Health Sciences and 
Biology program, as well 
as an innate immunologist 
and virologist who studies 
how bodies detect virus 
infections.

She says the H3N2 
strand is known to be 
generally difficult for the 
elderly because the virus 
can take advantage of less 
robust immune systems. 
With that in mind, she 
recommends everyone get 
vaccinated.

“A lot of people who are 
healthy, their immune 
system can handle it or 
they could just not be in 
situations where they get 
exposed to influenza very 
much. The problem is if 
you’re not vaccinated and 

Especially tough strain of 
flu this season has experts 
pushing for vaccinations

you are infected you can 
spread it to more at-risk 
groups who can’t get vacci-
nated like the very young. 
Even if you might feel okay 
yourself, you could be put-
ting another 
group at risk,” 
DeWitte-Orr ex-
plained.

Two different 
types of vaccines 
are available: 
inactivated vac-
cines and live 
attenuated vac-
cines. An inac-
tivated vaccine 
is when the virus has been 
killed so the virus can’t 
replicate. So you’re putting 
a dead virus in somebody. 
All people who get the flu 
shot get the inactivated 
type. 

The two choices of inac-
tivated vaccines are triva-
lent and quadrivalent. In 
the Waterloo Region most 
people are getting the tri-
valent because that’s what 
the public health depart-
ment bought. The trivalent 
has two influenza A strains 
and one influenza B. The 
quadrivalent has two As 
and two Bs.

“There’s also the live 
attenuated and that’s 
when you actually have 
a virus that’s been grown 
in a condition that makes 
them replicate at low tem-

perature so that 
they’re still alive 
but they don’t 
replicate very 
well at human 
temperature. 
They’ve been 
modified and 
they don’t cause 
disease but they 
do replicate a 
little bit and 

your immune system no-
tices that and responds,” 
DeWitte-Orr explained.

The flu mist uses a live 
attenuated vaccine, which 
is administered in the nose 
and can be requested from 
your doctor.

Through her studies 
she’s found that all ani-
mals have very similar in-
nate immune responses, 
which are the first line of 
defense that your body has 
against a virus. The hope 
is to develop ways of trig-
gering innate immunity to 

WHITNEY NEILSON

WLU professor Stephanie 
DeWitte-Orr recommends 
everyone get the flu vaccine. 
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OPEN: Monday to Friday 9am-7pm;
Saturday 9am-4pm; Closed Sundays519-669-8282

Fast, Friendly & Professional Service

10 Church St. W., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST/OWNER

• Compression Stockings
   (Standard & Customized)

• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose 
   Monitor & Teaching 
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPER ATED

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H
Happy to
Continue

serving you
in our current
location for

years to
come.

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP’S 
INAUGURAL CHAIR of the 
Technical Advisory Group 
has passed on his torch 
after retiring from the posi-
tion as of Dec. 31.

Tiffany Svensson will 
replace Dick Jackson to 
head up the citizen body 
tasked with reviewing 
technical advice regarding 
the remediation process 
with Chemtura. TAG and 
the Remediation Advisory 
Committee replaced the 
Chemtura Public Advisory 
Committee in 2015. RAC 
reports to council and 
includes the Ministry of 
Environment and Climate 
Control and Chemtura.

Jackson says he origi-
nally took on the chair role 
out of a sense he owed it to 
the community.

“I really love this place. 
Ten years ago we returned 
from the States, we lived in 
Texas and Colorado and we 
chose to return and I have 
no regrets about return-
ing,” Jackson said.

It also helped the Hei-
delberg resident has 40 
years of hydrogeology ex-
perience to understand the 
complexity of the chemi-
cal spill issue. He says last 

DOGS MAKE GREAT LISTENERS

THE WELLESLEY & DIS-
TRICT Lions Club is wel-
coming the community 
to shake off the January 
blues and come out for a 
night of Scottish music, 
dancing and food.

This will be the second 
year the service club has 
hosted a Ceilidh Night in 
Wellesley Village. It’s not 
a major fundraiser, rather 

Ceilidh Night gives musical touch to fundraiser by the Wellesley & District Lions Club
WHITNEY NEILSON it’s an event intended to 

bring together people in 
the community.

“Our goal is having fun 
together because so many 
new people from outside 
Wellesley are inside of 
town because of this sub-
division development,” 
said organizer Mariko 
Koebel.

She says it’s a chance for 
the community to get to 
know each other and it’s a 

family friendly night out. 
The Wellesley Community 
Centre was packed last 
year as some 300 people 
attended.

“We had lots of fun last 
year. I saw a grandpa and 
a grandma dancing with 
their grandkids. That was 
fun to watch,” Koebel 
said.

They’re selling 250 tick-
ets for the event this year 
in order to leave more 

space for dancing. Koebel 
encourages new residents 
to check out the event and 
see what Wellesley is all 
about. She’s also ensur-
ing it’s an inclusive event 
by providing free tickets 
to those who otherwise 
wouldn’t be able to at-
tend. 

“I recognize some low-
income people live in 
Wellesley too. I wanted to 
invite everyone in here, it 

doesn’t matter if you have 
money or not,” Koebel 
said.

Fellow Lions Club mem-
ber Jen Sommer explains 
it can be expensive for 
a family to go out or for 
even parents to go out be-
tween dinner, tickets to an 
event and a babysitter. For 
the ceilidh they’re selling 
family tickets for $20 and 
it doesn’t matter how big 
the family is.

“We want to recognize 
that we’re an inclusive 
community. It doesn’t 
matter your socioeco-
nomic status, you should 
be able to take your kids 
out to a community event, 
the same as we have funds 
available for kids that 
want to play hockey lo-
cally. It’s the same idea, 
the Lions Club contributes 

New hand on tiller
to navigate Elmira’s 
groundwater morass
With the retirement of Dick Jackson, 
Tiff any Svensson takes over as chair of 
Woolwich’s Technical Advisory Group

WHITNEY NEILSON summer he decided it was 
time to retire.

He’s proud of what the 
group has been able to do 
in a relatively short time 
period.

“I helped reset the agen-
da and allow the township 
to see the complexity of 
the problem because this 
was part of the issue that 
had been before that it had 
no expertise available to it. 
Everybody was a volunteer 
and this caused some fric-
tion between the activists 
and some of the communi-
ty members,” Jackson said.

He says reducing the 
antagonism between the 
people who have been 
working on the contamina-
tion problem for 30 years 
and those who are new to 
the issue was crucial. He 
says the groundwater con-
tamination won’t be easily 
solved, but substantial 
progress can be made in 
cleaning up the contami-
nation in the Canagagigue 
Creek through selected re-
movals that would improve 
the quality of the creek’s 
sediment substantially.

“The groundwater con-
tamination I think is going 
to be an ongoing problem 
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LOTS OF LUCK AND a little 
bit of maple syrup were 
the key for Carlo Tucci to 
ending his battle with the 
Municipal Property Assess-
ment Corporation. 

Last year, Tucci’s Ben-
jamin Road agricultural 
property was reassessed by 
MPAC and he was shocked 
to find out 15 of his 45 acres 
was now considered resi-
dential, quadrupling his 
property taxes.

As it turns out, tapping 
trees is considered farming 
under the Assessment Act, 
allowing for a reversal of 
the assessment.

Along with a classifica-
tion change, last year’s 
reassessment of the inac-
cessible piece of land came 
with an almost $3,000 
property tax bill. The land 
had previously been as-
sessed as agricultural, 
Tucci says the annual bill 
was closer to $700. He rents 
the other 30 acres to a local 
farmer.  

He immediately filed 
an appeal, but he didn’t 
need to see it all the way 
through.

“I got lucky. I must be 

MPAC 
reassessment 
reverses large 
tax increase 
on Woolwich 
farm property

LIZ BEVAN

MPAC | 4

CEILIDH NIGHT | 4

JoAnne Beauvais at the children’s section of the Elmira Public Library, reads to Joker the Jack Russell at the library’s Read to a Dog program. 
The program runs for eight weeks, and help kids build their confidence reading aloud. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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Elmira Life and Work School
“ELAWS”

An alternative secondary school program for students of Mennonite background

Information Meeting and Registration
for September 2017

Tuesday, January 17, 2017  7:30 pm
Lions Hall (beside the Woolwich Recreation Complex)

40 South Street West, Elmira

• Students can earn  a full grade 12 Ontario Secondary School Diploma
• Flexible structure combines classroom instruction, work and home study
• Technology emphasis with access to EDSS shops
• Computer instruction with supervised internet access

For more information contact: Jeff Martin, 519-669-5414 Ext.480
jeff_martin@googleapps.wrdsb.ca

In the event of inclement weather, event will be rescheduled. 
For details please call 519-590-8931

MPAC: While this property owner prevailed, 
others likely to be caught up by odd assessments

honest with you. It has 
been a very, very difficult, 
frustrating and stressful 
battle. I was working with 
MPAC, and because my 
wooded lot is actually fine 
for maple syrup, I qualify as 
agricultural. Did I get lucky 
or what? Had that not been 
the case, I would be stuck.”

It was a casual chat with 
friends that alerted Tucci 
he could have found a way 
to get his land reclassified.

“It was unbeknownst to 
me, and someone in con-
versation just goes, ‘don’t 
you know that’s farming?’ 
and I didn’t know that,” he 
said. “So MPAC came out, 
we trudged through the 30 
acres  to get to that back 
bush. We all had to trudge 
our way in there and take 
their pictures.”

He says he shouldn’t have 
had to go through this at all.

“Why would you penal-
ize someone who main-
tains a wooded lot. It is 
so good for everyone. The 
Grand River Conservation 
Authority and the Region 
of Waterloo both say I 
can’t remove a tree, I can’t 
change the landscape in 
any way. How can you even 
call that residential?” he 
said. 

The Township of Wool-
wich was behind Tucci 
throughout the appeal pro-
cess, holding face-to-face 
meetings with MPAC, and 
passing a resolution to the 
Ministry of Finance asking 
them to review their poli-
cies.

“We wanted the ministry 
to take a look at how they 
are treating farm proper-
ties, as well as woodland, 
wood lots, wetlands and 
making sure that they are 
not penalizing farmers,” 

said Richard Petherick, 
Woolwich’s director of fi-
nance. 

He also met with a vice-
president of MPAC and 
explored alternative routes 
for Tucci to follow with his 
property assessment. 

“His property wasn’t 
large enough (for the Man-
aged Forest Program). He 
never would have quali-
fied.”

Tucci couldn’t say 
enough about how helpful 
the township was with his 
fight to restore his property 
tax rate. 

“I have to make a point 
to say that the Woolwich 
Township was very sup-
portive. (Mayor) Sandra 
Shantz, (Coun.) Mark Bau-
man, he was very support-
ive, as was Richard Peth-
erick. In fact, all of council 
agreed that it was wrong,” 
adding that he expected 
a bit more help from the 
region with his problem. 
“They disappointed me. 
I thought they would be 
more of an advocate for 
me.”

Now that everything is 
back to the way it was with 
Tucci’s property, he still 
wants to support those 
going through the same 
thing. 

“Don’t give up. Just be-
cause it is a law, doesn’t 
mean it is always right,” he 
said. 
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CEILIDH NIGHT: Celtic-flavoured fundraiser 
comes just in advance of Robbie Burns Day

to the hockey fund as well 
just to make sure nobody 
is limited in opportunity 
because of funds,” Som-
mer said.

The idea for the ceilidh 
night came at one of their 
bi-annual music nights. 
They crossed paths with 
Stephen and Ellen Todd. 
Stephen plays in a Celtic 
band, Failte, and Ellen 
is a caller. The couple 
helped the Lions Club 
plan the event the first 
year and Stephen’s band 
will be performing at this 
year’s event.

“I think Ellen called two 
songs and the dance floor 
was packed,” Sommer said.

Sommer said it was 
such a success they de-
cided to make it an annual 
event.

“She was amazed at how 
many people got up and 
danced. Both Ellen and 
Stephen said they’re never 
had such participation at 
a ceilidh before,” Sommer 
said.

There will be live Scot-
tish and Irish folk music 
provided by Celtic band 
Failte, as well as dance 
lessons, snacks, drinks 
and a contest for the best 
kilt and tartan.

“This is a great way to 
see what the community’s 
about, to see the spirit of 
the community, to see the 

inclusivity of the com-
munity, and to meet your 
local service club, meet 
your local volunteers, get 
involved if you want to 
and just come out for a 
great family fun night.”

Tickets are available in 
Wellesley Village at Pym’s 
Village Market and Esso & 
Town Barker, as well as by 
calling Mariko Koebel at 
519-656-9374. Tickets are 
$20 for a family, $10 for 
adults, and $5 for those 18 
and under or 65 and older.

The Wellesley & District 
Lions Club’s Ceilidh Night 
is Jan. 21 at the Wellesley 
Community Centre from 
7-10 p.m., with the doors 
opening 20 minutes prior.
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from Coun. Larry Shantz, 
Tate noted the impact of 
moving the Beer Store or 
LCBO out of Elmira’s core 
would likely be minimal.

Neither store is centrally 
located in the downtown, 
and surveys and traf-
fic counts at both stores 
showed absolutely no 
cross-shopping with other 
downtown stores: people 
drove up, went into the 
store, then got back in their 
cars and drove off, Tate 
explained.

Due to the small size and 
limited offerings at both 
Elmira stores, a significant 
number of residents travel 
to Waterloo for better selec-
tion. If a new, larger store 
was to open up at the south 
end, there would be an op-
portunity to keep more dol-
lars in town, he suggested.

Arbuckle noted the 
changes requested to ac-
commodate an LCBO or 
Beer Store outlet are for a 
potential move, as there are 
no plans in place just now.

“At this point, there 
haven’t been discussions 
with the Beer Store and 
LCBO,” he said.

The proposal would see 

additions constructed on 
the north and south sides 
of the Foodland building 
that also houses Dollarama 
and Pet Valu stores, along 
with a new separate retail 
space closer to Arthur 
Street, between the existing 
building that’s home to res-
taurants and a dental office 
and the neighbouring Tim 
Hortons location.

The new plan is a varia-
tion on a 2011 proposal 
ultimately rejected by 
the township and taken 
by Sobeys to the Ontario 
Municipal Board. A pre-
hearing settlement saw a 
compromise that avoided 
an expansion to the Food-
land building – and put off 
an increase in the size of 
the grocery store – and saw 
the addition of the second 
structure on the site, di-
rector of engineering and 
planning Dan Kennaley 
told councillors.

This week’s meeting was 
for information purposes, 
with council making no de-
cisions. After studying the 
plan and receiving public 
input, planning staff will 
come back at a later date 
with a recommendation on 
Skyline’s requests.

EXPANSION: A similar proposal to previous council received a rough ride from planning staff 
FROM | COVER

A draft plan of the expansion proposed for the Foodland-anchored retail development at 315 Arthur St. S. in Elmira, presented to council Jan. 10. [SUBMITTED]

observerxtra.com/ads/

TAKING CARE 
OF BUSINESS

We’re Delivered to 16,500 homes in Woolwich, 
Wellesley & Waterloo every week.

NO OTHER ADVERTISING OPTION AS 
EFFECTIVE OR INEXPENSIVE TO REACH 

THE LOCAL MARKET. PERIOD.
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POLICE BLOTTER

J A N U A R Y  6

1:00 PM | Perth County OPP 
responded to a collision between 
a sport utility vehicle (SUV) and 
a minivan on Line 86. The driver 
of the minivan, a 39-year-old 
from Waterloo Region, was 
extricated from the vehicle and 
transported by air ambulance to 
a London-area hospital in serious 
but stable condition. There were 
also two young passengers in the 
minivan, ages 8 and 10. One was 
transported by ambulance to a 
London-area hospital with non-
life-threatening injuries and one 
was transported to an area hospi-
tal with minor injuries. The driver 
of the SUV, a 26-year-old from 
Tiny Township, was transported 

Truck safety blitz in St. Jacobs sees police lay 26 charges
WATERLOO REGIONAL 
POLICE LAID 26 charges 
during a commercial mo-
tor vehicle safety blitz Jan. 
5 in St. Jacobs.

Members of the Traffic 
Unit inspected 14 com-
mercial vehicles, finding 
violations that included 
overweight vehicles, in-
operable brakes, failing to 
have an annual inspection 
sticker, improper trailer 
brakes, insecure load, im-
proper tires, unsafe vehi-
cle and improper muffler. 

The most notable truck 
that was inspected had the 
following safety issues:-
vise grips holding the 
truck’s brake line together, 
no brake fluid in the truck, 

six of the eight brakes on 
the truck/trailer were not 
working, the latch hold-
ing the trailer to the truck 
was not secure, annual 
inspection stickers were 
both missing, a cracked 
exhaust system, the rear 
suspension shifted off 
the frame, the emergency 
breakaway cable was inop-
erable, one of the truck’s 
tires had 12 psi of air (re-
quires 80 psi), no parking 
brake, trailer brake lines 
cut, cattle trailer over-
weight by 3,100 kg.

 In this case, officers 
made sure the cattle were 
transported safely to their 
destination. The vehicle 
was taken out of service. 

to an area hospital with minor 
injuries, treated and released. 
Anyone who may have witnessed 
this collision is requested to 
contact the Perth County OPP at 
1-888-310-1122. Should you wish to 
remain anonymous, you may call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS 
(8477), and you may be eligible 
to receive a cash reward of up to 
$2,000.

7:33 PM | The Wellington 
County OPP Festive R.I.D.E. Unit 
was conducting spot checks on 
Wellington Road 39 near Ariss. A 
2012 Chrysler entered the R.I.D.E. 
program and officers believed 
the female driver had consumed 
alcohol. A roadside screening test 

was conducted, resulting in a fail. 
She was arrested and brought 
to a local OPP Operations Centre 
for further testing. As a result, a 
49-year-old Guelph woman was 
charged with ‘over 80 mgs.’ Her 
driver’s licence was suspended 
for 90 days and the vehicle 
impounded for a period of seven 
days. She is scheduled to appear 
in Guelph Criminal Court on Feb. 3

J A N U A R Y  9

2:00 PM | Police responded 
to a single-vehicle collision on 
Ebycrest Road south of Bridge 
Street in Woolwich Township that 

occurred when a northbound SUV, 
operated by a 19-year-old Guelph 
woman, lost control and struck 
a wooden hydro pole. The driver 
had to be extricated from the 
vehicle with the assistance of the 
Woolwich Township firefighters 
and flown via air ambulance to 
Hamilton General Hospital with 
serious injuries. Ebycrest Road was 
closed for several hours to facili-
tate in the investigation by Traffic 
Services. The investigation is in the 
preliminary stages and Waterloo 
Regional Police are asking any 
witnesses to contact the Traffic 
Branch at (519) 653-7700, ext. 8856.

One of the vehicles stopped had multiple safety and registration violations, including barely 
functioning brakes that featured vise grips clamped on to one of the brake lines, police 
report of a Jan. 5 safety blitz. [SUBMITTED]

Twp. roads need 
more funding

A preservation strategy for 
maintaining its roads would require 
Woolwich spending $2.5 million each 
year, with the township falling behind 
on even that target, says a new report 
presented this week to council.

The situation gets much worse 
when going beyond maintenance to 
reconstruction projects, which boosts 
the cost to $7.1 million each year. Actual 
spending has been much less. In 2017, 
for instance, the budgeted amount is 
$1.8 million.

An updated roads needs study, 
presented by Dave Anderson of 4 

Roads Management Services, found 
the general state of Woolwich’s roads 
has deteriorated in recent years, 
largely due to the gap between the 
work that’s needed to be done and the 
amount of money allocated to road 
maintenance and repairs.

Overall, the township has a total of 
$47,008,155 of pressing reconstruction 
needs, with a further $27,995,424 
needed for maintenance within the 
next 10 years.

Anderson noted the township would 
be much better off spending money 
sooner to maintain roads – keeping 
the good roads good – than to let 
them fall apart to the stage where 
reconstruction is the only option.

That strategy, however, would 

require the township to adjust its 
spending priorities, allocating more 
of the budget to roads and bridges, 
which also require a similar injection 
of spending. 

“In addition to generally requiring 
more money each year in various 
operating and capital budget lines in 
order to maintain the level of service, 
strong consideration needs to be 
given to adjusting the appropriate 
operating budget line items to keep 
up with required maintenance as 
the township’s road network grows. 
The additional cost to maintain these 
new roadways should come from 
new assessment tax levy or from 
other sources identified through a 
consideration of full lifecycle costing,” 

manager of engineering Richard 
Sigurdson noted in a report.

Record year for 
home sales

There were a total of 6,655 residential 
sales through the Multiple Listing 
System of the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Association of Realtors in 2016. That’s a 
thousand more units than sold in 2015, 
amounting to an increase of 18.1 per 
cent and setting a new record for total 
annual sales, the organization reports.

Dollar volume of all residential real 
estate sold last year increased 30.9 
per cent to $2,578,176,468 compared 
with 2015 .

The average sales price of all residen-

tial properties sold in 2016 increased 
10.8 per cent to $387,404 in comparison 
to 2015. Detached homes sold for an 
average price of $451,738, an increase 
of 12.5 per cent, while the average sale 
price for an apartment-style condo-
minium was $229,676, an increase of 
3.6 per cent. Townhomes and semis 
sold for an average of $287,396 (up 9.9 
per cent) and $300,806 (up 11.8 per 
cent) respectively.

The taxman 
surely cometh

You may still be waiting for the 
Christmas bills to come in, but local 
governments are already casting about 
for your money. 

Wellesley Township announced its 
intentions last week, setting the dates 
for collecting interim property taxes 
in 2017. The first two payments, based 
on 50 per cent of last year’s taxes, are 
due Mar. 1 and May 3. Adjustments 
will be made later in the year to 
accommodate this year’s budget.

CLARIFICATION

In last week’s story about the fire and 
break-ins at the West Montrose Family 
Camp made, police noted that none of 
the vandalized trailers was occupied. 

Camp operators note, in fact, that 
there are no year-round tenants, as 
the facility operates only seasonally 
from May to October.

YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT

STEPHANIE FORTE
B.A., B.Ed., R.M.T., R.H.N.

www.youarewhatueat .com
Conestogo | 519-569-1616

Holistic Nutrition for Health, Weight 
loss & Management, Digestive Issues

Pre/Post-Natal Doula Services
Massage Therapy 

SINCE 1998

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

519-669-1079
Joseph Gingrich

1296 Balsam Grove, RR#2
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

DELIVERY OR PICKUPDELIVERY OR PICKUP

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

1080 Northfield Dr. E., RR2 West Montrose
519-206-0336 | 24hr Emergency Service

• Residential and Commercial
• Furnaces, Fireplaces, Water Heaters
   Indoor Air Quality and More
• Service & Installation

www.koebelhcm.com

Book
Today!
Book
Today!

St. James Lutheran, Elmira
CELEBRATION OF MUSIC 

Presents:

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29th, 2:00PM

WINTER CONCERT TO BENEFIT WINTER CONCERT TO BENEFIT 
REFUGEES STILL IN CAMPSREFUGEES STILL IN CAMPS

JENNIFER ENNS MODOLO
renowned mezzo-soprano,
accompanied by Lorin Shalanko

Proceeds to Middle East and South Sudan refugee camps &
Receipts for charitable donations ($10+) beyond ticket payment

Tickets: $20 Adult | $18 Senior | $15 Child
eventbrite.ca, The Window Box, St. James Office (mornings)
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YOU CAN’T HELP BUT notice higher prices at 
the pumps, in large part due to the province’s 
new cap-and-trade scheme coming into effect 
to start the year. You’ll soon see the impact on 
your home heating costs, too.

It’s the latest cash grab from the profligate Kathleen 
Wynne.

We’re suffering the effects of climate change, so we have 
to do something, right? With cap-and-trade, the provincial 
government is doing something, right? So what’s the prob-
lem?

Well, cap-and-trade is a weak way to curb emissions. It’s 
wide open to abuse. A direct carbon tax, applied to every-
thing, makes more sense in this context. The bigger prob-
lem? Ontarians don’t trust Kathleen Wynne to do what’s 
right given a record of corruption and incompetence. We 
simply assume that the scheme will do nothing to change 
emissions while her government squanders the money buy-
ing votes and lining the pockets of friends and supporters.

It’s a pretty safe assumption.
Wynne’s disingenuousness is not lost on many Ontarians 

– her approval rating is sinking towards single digits – and 
that extends to the cap-and-trade scheme itself. It’s a money 
grab, pure and simple. Otherwise, why not go for a broadly 
applied carbon tax, with reductions in income and other 
taxes to make the program revenue neutral? It’s only a coin-
cidence that the province will rake in as much as $2 billion – 
Wynne is admitting nothing, deflecting requests for details 
and providing Ontarians with zero answers to go with the 
zero benefits – to spend/waste as it sees fit, right?

Critics have noted the complex cap-and-trade scheme 
simply make it look like emissions are going lower without 
actually doing much environmental good. At the end of the 
day, the main beneficiary is the provincial treasury. 

So, the scheme has the trappings of government action, 
but without any results. And we’re all poorer for it, both 
immediately due to taxes and in the long run because we’ll 
still be on the hook for massive remediation costs related to 
climate change. 

A straightforward carbon taxes helps ensure the polluters 
(which is all of us, to varying degrees) pay for their impact 
on the environment. Greenhouse gas emissions have always 
simply been externalities – transferring to society the costs 
of production while the profits go to individuals and compa-
nies – but if we’re going to change the system, we’re going to 
have to take aim at that practice. In this case, perhaps all the 
money from a carbon tax should go into a contingency fund 
to cover the growing expenses attributed to climate change. 
That fund should be out of the direct control of the govern-
ment. Simply deposited into provincial coffers, it will be 
misspent, stolen and wasted on expenditures of no public 
value.

Cap-and-trade systems are rife with abuses, particularly 
with exemptions and free credits for political pet projects 
and favoured industries, further reducing the program’s ef-
fectiveness and boosting the cost to others. 

The more broadly applied, the more effective the tax. It 
serves little purpose to exempt the largest polluters if you 
want to reduce emissions. If you simply want window dress-
ing, however ...

An effective policy – i.e. real attempt at reducing emis-
sions through tax measures – would be removed from po-
litical tampering. Instead, we’re to get just the opposite. So, 
along with the tampering, we’re sure to get the same kind of 
ineffectiveness and corruption that have become the norm.

Cap and trade all 
about cash, not 
the environment

WHEN A FOX NEWS report-
er asked Donald Trump 
about WikiLeaks founder 
Julian Assange back in 
2010, just after Assange 
had released a huge cache 
of secret U.S. diplomatic 
cables, the reality TV star 
had no doubts: “I think it’s 
disgraceful, I think there 
should be like the death 
penalty or something.”

Circumstances change, 
however, and smart people 
with big brains know when 
it’s time to switch sides. It 
was WikiLeaks, once again, 
that revealed the hacked 
emails from the Demo-
cratic National Committee 
that did such damage to 
Hillary Clinton’s campaign 
last summer. But Trump 
now readily accepts As-
sange’s word that he didn’t 
get those emails from the 
Russians.

Trump has been having a 
problem with the main U.S. 
intelligence agencies, which 
unanimously insist that 
the Russians did indeed 
hack the DNC’s emails, 
and that they passed them 

Issue of hacking aside, Trump right in Russia relations
to WikiLeaks (through an 
intermediary) in order to 
damage Clinton’s presiden-
tial election campaign. 

“Putin and the Russian 
government developed 
a clear preference for 
president-elect Trump,” as 
the joint intelligence report 
put it.

So Trump was very 
happy to be able to reply 
(in a tweet, of course) that 
“Assange ... said Russians 
did not give him the info!” 
After all, what motive 
could Assange have for ly-
ing about it?

Well, there is the fact that 
Assange has been living in 
one room in the Ecuador-
ian Embassy in London for 
the past four years, in order 
to avoid being extradited 
to the United States on es-
pionage charges that could 
get him up to 45 years in 
prison. Donald Trump is 
the one person who could 
make all that trouble go 
away, once he becomes the 
president, so doing him a 
favour now might be a wise 
move on Assange’s part.

Assange would not even 
have to lie outright, be-
cause the Russians would 
obviously never give him 
the emails directly. There 
would have to be one or 

more persons in between, 
because WikiLeaks is not 
in the business of taking 
leaks from governments. 
Assange might have strong 
suspicions about who origi-
nally hacked the DNC, but 
he did not necessarily go 
all out to confirm them. 

Moreover, as Trump 
points out, the Central 
Intelligence Agency, the 
National Security Agency 
and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation  are the same 
organizations that cooked 
up the evidence for Sad-
dam Hussein’s “weapons of 
mass destruction” so that 
President George W. Bush 
could invade Iraq.

Nevertheless, the U.S. 
intelligence agencies are 
probably right to blame 
their Russian counterparts 
for the hacks that caused 
the Clinton campaign 
such problems. President 
Vladimir Putin has been 
quite open about prefer-
ring Trump to Clinton, and 
the leaks definitely gave a 
boost to Trump’s election 
campaign in late July and 
August.

On the other hand, that 
happened so long before 
the actual vote in Novem-
ber that it’s impossible to 
say if it had any effect on 

the outcome.
The event that probably 

did give Trump his very 
narrow margin of vic-
tory (100,000 votes spread 
between three key swing 
states) was FBI director 
James Comey’s bizarre 
decision to declare that 
Hillary Clinton was facing 
another investigation only 
11 days before the vote.

It’s all might-have-beens, 
and the only reason it has 
become controversial is 
Trump’s extremely thin 
skin. He is questioning 
the intelligence services’ 
conclusions about Russian 
interference because he be-
lieves (wrongly) that they 
undermine the validity of 
his election victory. But his 
strong sympathy for the 
Russian position, though 
driven by perceived per-
sonal interests, is a refresh-
ing break from the usual 
Washington paranoia.

He said it himself (in 
another tweet): “Having 
a good relationship with 
Russia is a good thing, not 
a bad thing. Only stupid 
people or fools would think 
that it is bad. We have 
enough problems around 
the world without yet an-

DYER | 8

With the cap-and-trade scheme in place, the provincial government expects to see that going green pays dividends.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Social contract, intelligent discourse under increasing fire in the age of Trump

CANADIANS’ TOP PRI-
ORITIES TEND to be social 
ones, such as health care, 
education, unemployment 
and child poverty. When 
asked directly, Canadians 
are more likely to say that 
more generous social pro-
grams should be a high 
priority than ensuring that 
the government interferes 
as little as possible with the 
free market.

In that regard, we are dif-
ferent from our neighbours 
in the U.S., especially on 
the Republican side of the 
ledger. And likely more so 
for supporters of Donald 
Trump, who is preparing 
to load up his cabinet with 
unqualified candidates 
seemingly intent on strip-
ping apart the government 
departments they’ll over-
see. 

Canadians differ from 
Americans, then, in how we 
view the social contract. 

While we care about 
programs such as health 
care, we aren’t necessarily 
supportive of government 

and its institutions, unlike 
the flag-waving inclina-
tions of many Americans 
who see no irony in their 
statist positions. (Much 
like the so-called Christian 
right is blind to the massive 
hypocrisy in their claims 
of religiosity and support 
for war, the death penalty 
and dismantling of welfare 
provisions.)

That dichotomy begs a 
host of questions, not least 
of which is what exactly is 
it that we owe each other as 
humans, citizens and resi-
dents? It’s a question that 
goes back millennia, and 
forms the basis of social 
contract philosophy, from 
the ancient Greeks through 
Hobbes, Locke and Rous-
seau. Hmmm, I sense a 
yawn coming on, kind of 
like when I go on about 
pension reform.

At any rate, the topic 
flows naturally from a dis-
cussion of the impact of 
groups calling attention to 
inequities in our society, 
from job-killing trade deals 
to the still-unincarcerated 
hucksters running the fi-
nancial services industry. 
Even some Trump support-
ers – in yet another irony 
– are challenging the rest of 

us to think about a political 
and economic system that 
in essence encourages us 
to be selfish and not to take 
into consideration what we 
can do for each other as a 
community – to forego our 
humanity.

That so many of us are 
starting to see the inequi-
ties gives lie to the notion 
that our system of govern-
ment – our democracy – is 
based on the consent of 
the governed. Government 
policies that run contrary 
to the public interest – an 
increasing proportion of its 
actions – surely are the op-
posite of what we’d consent 
to. They benefit the one 
per cent at the expense of 
the 99.

Who is responsible 
for that? Certainly those 
who’ve benefited have 
fostered an unending pro-
paganda campaign that’s 
been every bit as effective 
in sweeping aside citizen-
ship as the corporate mar-
keting has been in turning 
us into consumers. We’ve 
happily abdicated power 
and responsibility for the 
comforts of our lives. Ex-
cuses about being busy 
are just that. Still, we’ve 
opted for the distractions, 

and can’t even be bothered 
to show up at the voting 
booth for five minutes ev-
ery four years. As a result, 
we’ve got the government 
we deserve, one that acts 
against our interests and 
against the common good.

We’ve tuned out, bought 
into consumerism and 
the ideal of rugged indi-
vidualism while enjoying 
the fruits of what years of 
community-minded spirit 
and policies brought us.

Many Trump supporters 
would bristle at the sug-
gestion they support argu-
ments made on the left, but 
that’s the reality – see, for 
instance, the similarities in 
statements made by Trump 
and Bernie Sanders. But 
Trump’s actions to date in-
dicate he’s likely to disap-
point many that voted for 
him, willing to gut the very 
aspects of government that 
those in the Rust Belt states 
in essence voted for.

In selecting people for 
his upcoming administra-
tion, Trump appears ready 
to alter the social contract, 
argues Henry Giroux, a 
prominent scholar and 
social critic, who has de-
cried the involvement of 
“racists” and “right wing 

ultra-nationalists” such as 
Michael Flynn and Stephen 
Bannon and Mike Pompeo. 

“He’s hiring anti-intel-
lectuals who deny climate 
change, and are utterly 
incompetent. I mean, Ben 
Carson has been hired to 
run as Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development, 
and he believes that social 
provisions simply weaken 
the social fabric. Can you 
imagine?” says Giroux, an 
American-born academic 
who is now Chair in Eng-
lish and Cultural Studies 
at McMaster University in 
Hamilton.

“Rick Perry is a climate 
change denier, who wanted 
to abolish the depart-
ment, and he couldn’t 
even remember the name 
in an earlier presidential 
primary of the department 
he wanted to abolish. Scott 
Pruitt is a climate change 
denier and is a puppet of 
the fossil fuel industry, and 
now Betsy DeVos ... this is 
a trip: Betsy DeVos is a reli-
gious extremist, who’s go-
ing to head the Department 
of Education and hates 
public education, and has 
no experience with higher 
education. She once said, 
Kim, if you can believe this, 

that education is a way to 
advance God’s Kingdom. I 
mean ... and of course, then 
there’s Linda MacMahon, 
whose only qualification 
is she ran the premier pro-
wrestling league, World 
Wrestling Entertainment.

“I mean, this couldn’t 
be made up. I mean, this 
group of stooges, cronies 
and misfits, I mean, it 
would be hard for Orwell, 
Huxley or Kafka, to even 
have imagined that one 
day in the United States, 
you would have a govern-
ment with this assemblage 
of people who basically as 
a whole, speak to a kind 
of authoritarianism that 
breeds not just misfortune 
and hate and intolerance, 
but prides itself on its own 
incompetence.”

This kind of anti-intel-
lectualism has become 
a hallmark of the right, 
no more so than in the 
Republican party and 
with Trump himself, who 
seems to think running the 
country is akin to running 
his checkered business 
empire, or perhaps hosting 
The Apprentice.

That government-as-

Does this weather have you dreaming of heading down South?

“Dreaming about it, that’s about it.”

 » Darlene Vandenhoogen

“Not really.”

 » Shianna Hofstetter

“Yes.”

 » Emily Martin

“No, no plans. Too much turmoil in the south.”

 » Deborah Sibley

“Yes it does.”

 » Natasha Detweiler

“On this issue, at least, Trump is right and Obama, Clinton and the spooks are wrong.” Gwynne Dyer | 6

KANNON | 8
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: There are good reasons 
for U.S. and Russia to cooperate
FROM | 6

 » Statistics Canada

• Pedicures       • Laser Hair Removal
• Manicures       • Electrolysis
• Gel Nails        • Photo Rejuvenation
• Facials        • Skin Tag / Wart Removal
• Waxing        • Microblading
• Nose & Ear Piercing   • Lash Lifts 

And Hair Services for the Entire Family

B a s i c s  B e a u t y
&  B e y o n d

Bauman
LASER & ELECTROLYSIS HAIR REMOVAL

Renew
Your Senses

All Under One Roof

And Hair Services for the Entire Family

auman
LASER & ELECTROLYSIS HAIR REMOVAL

519-669-0237

B a s i c s  B e a u t y
&  B e y o n d

We are now located off the municipal 
parking lot, beside the Mennonite 

Savings and Credit Union

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from January 16th – January 21st

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$5.99 REG. PRICE
$6.69 /lb.

Sirloin Tip 
Roasts

Blackforest 
Hams

Fresh

If it looks like a cow, walks like 
a cow and sounds like a cow, 
it probably needs a little more 

cooking!

Smoked 
Pork Chops

Cabbage 
Rolls

Store Made

REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb.

$4.49
Store Made

Store Made Whole, Half & Mini

Fresh 

Pork Side  
Ribs

REG. PRICE
$3.49 /lb.

$2.69

REG. PRICE
$4.49 /lb.

$3.79

$4.79
Reg. $5.29 /lb

TR
AY

 
OF

 1
6

Reg. $4.89 /lb

$4.39

other one.”
This is a perfectly 

reasonable statement. 
Trump’s views on China 
give cause for alarm, but 
his desire for a reconcili-
ation with Russia makes 
more sense than the reflex 
hostility that both Hillary 
Clinton and the U.S. intel-
ligence services bring to 
the relationship. Vladimir 
Putin is a player, and some-
times he plays rough, but 
his recent meddling in the 
American election is far 
less than the massive U.S. 
interference in Russian 
elections in the 1990s.

In seeking a rapproche-
ment with Moscow, Trump 
should not make the 
mistake of accepting Rus-
sia’s illegal annexation of 

Crimea. Changing borders 
by force (even if most of the 
local population approves 
of it) has been banned by 
international law for more 
than half a century, and we 
should not start making 
exceptions to that rule now.

But while the United 
States never accepted the 
old Soviet Union’s illegal 
annexation of the Baltic 
states in 1940, it did not 
let that stand in the way of 
improving the U.S.-Soviet 
relationship as the Cold 
War drew to an end.

There is much that the 
United States and Russia 
could usefully cooper-
ate on now, starting with 
putting an end to the war 
in Syria. On this issue, at 
least, Trump is right and 
Obama, Clinton and the 
spooks are wrong.

Tourism spending in Canada grew 2.2% in the third quarter of 2016, 
following a 1.1% gain in the second quarter. This was the 14th 
consecutive quarterly increase and the largest since the second 
quarter of 1997. Tourism spending by Canadians in Canada 
increased 2%, while spending by international visitors in Canada 
rose 3.1%.

 » Jenny Afia, a privacy lawyer and a member of the UK’s “Growing Up Digital” 
taskforce, says young people are generally unaware of all the data collected by the 
social media outlets they use

“The situation is serious. Young people are unwittingly giving away 
personal information, with no real understanding of who is holding 
that information, where they are holding it and what they are 
going to do with it.”

 » From the Jan. 12, 2002 edition of The Observer

Stringent provincial rules governing drinking water have put local 
governments in charge of another local water system. On Jan. 21, 
the Waterloo Region and Woolwich Township will assume control 
of the system owned by Heidelberg Motors that supplies water to 
26 homes in the village. The move follows an order from the 
Ontario Ministry of the Environment (MOE) issued before Christmas.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

Bus money better 
spent on roads

To the Editor,
RE: WOOLWICH NIXES AD-
DITIONAL expenditures for 
bus route (Observer, Dec. 
22/16). 

I have the perfect solu-
tion to this waste of taxpay-

ers’ money: cancel route 
21. Instead, start a ride pro-
gram with the thousands of 
truckers who pass through 
Elmira every day. Use the 
saved taxpayer money to 
get our regional road re-
paired, and the trucks by-
passed out of town. 

A two-lane road for over 
fifty years doesn’t cut it any 
more, in my estimation. 

PAUL GROSZ | ELMIRA

business philosophy 
doesn’t bode well, notes 
Giroux.

“It’s a bad idea because it 
seems to me it operates off 
the assumption, that the 
most important thing that 
you can say about a democ-
racy, is that it basically is 
about the accumulation 
of capital and the massive 
production of inequalities 
and one that basically sees 
the social contract as a nui-
sance,” he says.

“I think that one of the 
things that we see in this 

kind of economic logic, 
is the argument that eco-
nomic activity should be 
divorced from social cost, 
and so there’s no concep-
tion whatsoever of what it 
might mean to provide pro-
visions that enhance peo-
ple’s lives, that in a sense 
eliminate inequities, in 
other words, when you talk 
about running the country 
as a business, you’re talk-
ing about running a coun-
try in a way that has noth-
ing to do with economic, 
political and social justice. 
That’s not a democracy – 
that’s a business.”

KANNON: Democracy in peril 
due to shift to business focus
FROM | 7
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Weekend action sees Kings 
split a pair of games
Level of play that led to victory over 
Waterloo just wasn’t there in game 
versus Guelph, says coach

LIZ BEVAN

GALEA | 11

OPEN
COUNTRY

Snowshoe 
hacks to 
make life 
easier

THE OTHER WEEK JENN 
and I were about to embark 
on a hike through the win-
ter woods when she ut-
tered a quick but effective 
sentence that Canadians 
have been using ever since 
passive-aggressive natives 
introduced us to the con-
cept of snowshoeing. 

She said: “You go ahead, 
I have to tie my boot laces.”

It was only after I broke 
trail for 10 yards that it oc-
curred to me that she was 
wearing snowshoes and 
boots without laces. Jenn, 
God bless her, had success-
fully pulled off the oldest 
trick in the snowshoer’s 
book. And, as a result, I 
became the trailbreaker.

Most Canadians are in-
herently aware that there 
are two kinds of snowsho-
ers: the trail breakers and 
the ones who are smarter.

Of course, there are 
many people who actually 
take pride in trailbreak-
ing and would not have it 
any other way. These are 
people who enjoy the feel 
of snow falling down the 
back of their collars as they 
snowshoe under evergreen 
boughs and who revel 
in the self-deprecating 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

IT WAS A WIN-LOSE week-
end for the Elmira Sugar 
Kings, who posted a 7-2 
win over the Waterloo 
Siskins before falling to 
Guelph on Sunday night. 

The effort that led them 
to Saturday’s win against 
Waterloo wasn’t there on 
Sunday, says head coach 
Ty Canal. The final score 
against the Hurricanes was 
5-3.

“I thought our guys 
were skat-
ing well on 
Saturday and 
we were able 
to create a lot of 
scoring chances. We were 
able to bear down and fin-
ish,” he said. “I thought 
our skating was the biggest 
thing that allowed us to get 
our scoring chances in and 
we didn’t do too well on 
that on Sunday.”

Elmira started scoring 
on home ice on Saturday 
night, with a first frame 
marker from Zack Cam-
eron, from Tyler McBay 
and Jeff Jordan. Waterloo 
quickly tied it up a few 
minutes later with a goal 
from Sam Cherry. 

Returning from injuries, 
Mitch Hoelscher put El-
mira back in the lead four 
minutes into the second, 
and the Kings stayed in the 
lead the rest of the game. 

Teams from around southern Ontario will be fl ocking to the township for the fi fth annual Woolwich Cup Challenge

CUP CHALLENGE | 12

Plenty of minor hockey action on tap this weekend

WHITNEY NEILSON

YOUNG HOCKEY PLAYERS 
WILL descend on Woolwich 
Township this weekend for 
two days of friendly com-
petition.

This year marks the fifth 
annual Woolwich Cup 
Challenge, which was start-
ed by Jasmine Roth.

“I just felt that there was 
need for a novice atom 

tournament within Wool-
wich as we have a tourna-
ment for peewee and all 
the other age groups,” Roth 
explained as to why she 
created the tournament for 
the young  Woolwich Wild-
cats players.

On Saturday and Sunday 
games will begin as early as 
7 a.m. and will run all day 
until 5:30 p.m. on Sunday. 
Teams will be competing 

from novice and atom local 
league and house league 
divisions.

“A lot of teams have said 
it’s a well-run tournament, 
it’s a great location, it’s 
close to everything and it’s 
a competitive tournament. 
The house league teams 
feel like they can compete 
and not one single team is 
better than the other. All 
the teams seem to be very 

competitive with each oth-
er, so they really like that 
appeal as well,” Roth said.

She notes teams from 
Lincoln and Lambton have 
competed in the tourna-
ment every year. Teams 
will drive a couple hours 
to get to Woolwich for the 
tournament, coming from 
as far away as Sarnia.

And the winners of each 
division vary each year. 

Some years a couple Wool-
wich teams will make it to 
the finals, but other years 
none will.

Registration spots were 
full in October, which may 
seem quick, but she says it 
usually fills up even faster 
than that.

“As soon as local league 
has been announced, the 
coaches have been found, 
usually it’s full within a 

couple of weeks,” Roth 
said.

She explains teams have 
to choose which tourna-
ments to attend because 
they’re only allowed to 
compete in two, or three 
if one is an early bird or 
a Christmas tournament. 
She says most choose to 
do three, with at least one 

Jacob Black and Matt Mur-
ray added to the goal count 
in the second period, with 
just one goal from Water-
loo, coming from Nolan 
Regan on the powerplay. 

The third period was all 
about the Sugar Kings, with 
goals coming from Quinten 
Bruce (McBay, Black), 
Hoelscher (Jake Brown, 
McBay) and shorthanded 
from Jordan (Brown).

On Sunday night, host-
ing the ‘Canes, the story 
read a bit differently. 

The first period set the 
pace for the matchup 

with Guelph, 
who went into the room 
up 2-0 courtesy of goals by  
Cameron Stokes and An-
thony Mota. 

In the second, Elmira 
tied it up, but it wasn’t 
enough. Hoelscher and 
Bruce, both unassisted, 
evened the playing field 
for a few minutes until 
Guelph’s Mitchell Morrison 
helped Guelph pull ahead. 
Mota scored his second 
of the game on the power 
play. 

Hoelscher scored his 
fourth of the weekend 
with help from Ethan 
Skinner and Brown, but 
an unassisted, empty-net 
marker from Lucas Dy-

Mitch Hoelscher, back on the Kings’ roster after a long time out with injuries, scored four goals over the weekend.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]KINGS | 10
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*Limited time lease offer available through Volkswagen Finance, on approved credit, based on a new and unregistered 2017 Jetta 1.4T Trendline base model with 5-speed manual transmis-
sion and an MSRP of $18,020. $1,625 freight and PDI included. Monthly payment of $256. 36-month term at 0% APR. $589 down payment (including $10 OMVIC fee, $22 EHF (tires), $58 PPSA 
fee and up to $499 dealer administrative fee), security deposit of $310 and fi rst monthly payment due at lease inception. Discount of $150 is already included in the lease amounts mentioned above. 
80,000-kilometre allowance; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. Total lease obligation: $9,805. License, insurance, registration, options and applicable taxes are extra. **$4,000 discount 
on MSRP available on cash purchase only of new and unregistered 2017 Touareg models. Discount varies by model. †Lease payments of $207/$334/$359/$270/$455 on the Jetta / Tiguan Trendline / 
Tiguan Wolfsburg Edition / Golf SportWagen / Golf Alltrack must be made on a monthly basis and cannot be made weekly. Weekly equivalent payments shown for information only. Limited time lease offer 
available through Volkswagen Finance, on approved credit, based on a new and unregistered 2017 Jetta 1.4T Trendline / Tiguan FWD Trendline / Tiguan Wolfsburg Edition / Golf SportWagen 1.8T Trendline 
/ Golf Alltrack 1.8T model with 5/6/6/5/6-speed manual/automatic/automatic/manual/automatic transmission. $1,625/$1,795/$1,795/$1,625/$1,625 freight and PDI included in monthly payment. 60-month 
term at 1.49%/2.49%/2.49%/2.49%/3.49% APR. $589/$689/$689/$689/$689 down payment (including $0/$100/$100/$100/100 air-conditioning levy, $10 OMVIC fee, $22 EHF (tires), $58 PPSA fee and up to 
$499 dealer administrative fee), $260/$380/$410/$320/$510 security deposit and fi rst monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation: $13,009/$20,729/$22,229/$16,889/$27,989. Discount of 
$150/$0/$0/$750/$0 is already included in the lease amounts mentioned above. 80,000-kilometre allowance; charge of $0.15/km for excess kilometres. License, insurance, registration, options and applicable 
taxes are extra. ††Appropriate all-season or winter tires are required when driving during cold, snowy or icy weather conditions, or else slipping may occur. Winter tires may be mandatory in your province or 
territory. Even with appropriate tires, always drive in a manner appropriate for the weather, terrain, visibility and road conditions. Dealer may sell or lease for less. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Offers 
end January 31, 2017 and are subject to change or cancellation without notice. Models shown: 2017 Jetta 1.8T Highline automatic transmission, $30,751 / 2017 Tiguan 2.0T Highline automatic transmission, 
$39,624 / 2017 Golf Alltrack 1.8T automatic transmission, $37,551. Vehicles shown for illustration purposes only and may include optional equipment. Visit vwoffers.ca or your Volkswagen dealer for details. 
“Volkswagen”, the Volkswagen logo, “Jetta”, “Tiguan”, “Golf”, “Touareg”, “4MOTION”, “TSI”, “Highline” and “Trendline” are registered trademarks of Volkswagen AG. “Golf SportWagen”, “SportWagen” and 
“Alltrack” are trademarks of Volkswagen AG. © 2017 Volkswagen Canada.

As road conditions change, power is automatically directed to the 
wheels that need it most – giving you a better grip on winter driving.††4MOTION®

You won’t be able to keep your
mitts off these deals.

Lease from 

0% or

Get up to

$4,000^
For up to

36
MONTHS*

on select models   PURCHASE DISCOUNT**

on other select models 
^Touareg amount shown2017 

Best New 
Large Car

Highline model shown

2017 Jetta
1.4 TSI Trendline manual transmission

Monthly lease from 
the equivalent of

$48
weekly

1.49% at

for 60 months†

with $589 down payment

With Available 4MOTION® AWD

Highline model shown

2017 Tiguan
2.0 TSI Trendline FWD automatic transmission

Upgrade to 
4MOTION® from

more weekly†

$6
Monthly lease from 
the equivalent of

$77
weekly

2.49% at

for 60 months†

with $689 down payment

AWD

Highline model shown

4MOTION® from

more weekly†

With Available 4MOTION® AWD 

Golf Alltrack model shown

2017 Golf SportWagen
1.8 TSI Trendline FWD manual transmission

Monthly lease from 
the equivalent of

$63
weekly

2.49% at

for 60 months†

with $689 down payment

Upgrade to 
Golf Alltrack from

$42
more weekly†

3.49% at

With Available 4MOTION® AWD 

Golf Alltrack model shown

2017 Golf SportWagen
1.8 TSI Trendline FWD manual transmission

Exceptional exists for less than you think. Offers end January 31.

Citizen Appointment to 
Police Service Board

Due to a mid-term vacancy, interested residents of the Region of Waterloo are invited 
to apply for appointment to the Police Services Board.  This appointment will expire 
in November 2018.  The Police Services Board administers the Waterloo Regional 
Police Force and is a civilian oversight body that governs how police services are 
provided in Waterloo Region.

Persons interested in serving on the Police Services Board must file an application 
with the Regional Clerk prior to 4:30 p.m. on January 27, 2017. Application forms are 
available on the Region’s website:  

• Go to www.regionofwaterloo.ca 
• Select the “Regional Government” pull-down menu
• Select “Agencies/Boards”
• Scroll down the page for “2017 Citizen Appointments” 

This information may also be obtained from the Office of the Regional Clerk by 
contacting Tim Brubacher at 519-575-4493 or by emailing 
tbrubacher@regionofwaterloo.ca.

All applicants will receive written notification about the outcome of their application.  
It is expected that all appointments will be finalized and approved by Regional 
Council no later than February 22, 2017.

Kris Fletcher 
Director, Council & Administrative Services/Regional Clerk
150 Frederick Street, 2nd Floor
Kitchener, Ontario    N2G 4J3
Personal information is collected under the authority of the Municipal Act and will be used to 
determine suitability for appointment.  Questions regarding the collection of personal information 
should be referred to Tim Brubacher at 519-575-4493, Office of the Regional Clerk.

bowski clinched the win for 
Guelph. 

Canal says there is plenty 
to work on for the Kings 
this week, before facing 
off against the first place 
Listowel Cyclones this 
weekend.

“I don’t think we created 
the offense that we needed. 
Their goalie had some good 
saves, and some timely 
ones as well, especially in 
the third period when we 
started to play a bit desper-
ate. It definitely wasn’t 
a 60-minute game,” said 
Canal. “We gave up way 
too many scoring chances, 
odd-man rushes, point-
blank shots and that side of 
things. I think that side of 
the puck is something that 

we need to improve on. 
Those things on Sunday 
that weren’t there, we need 
to change in a hurry. The 
guys know that.”

After taking on the only 
team ahead of them in the 
conference standings on 
Saturday, the Kings will be 
hosting the last-place team, 
the Brantford 99ers. Canal 
says even though the team 
is well behind them in 
points, Elmira can’t rest on 
its laurels. 

“They are last in the 
conference, but every team 
can win especially when 
you aren’t playing the way 
you want to, or can, and we 
haven’t played 60 minutes 
in a while,” he said. “We 
have to get back to that 
now. It doesn’t matter who 
the opponent is, we have 

to make sure that we are 
playing like we know we 
can. That is going to be our 
main focus over the next 
few weeks.”

The star of the week-
end for the Kings was 
Hoelscher. Canal says he 
showed up for the guys, 
scoring four goals in two 
games after returning from 
an extended absence due 
to injuries.

“Coming back from his 
injuries, he is finding his 
groove and getting more 
confident and more com-
fortable. That is definitely a 
good thing,” he said. 

The Kings go up against 
the Cyclones Friday in Lis-
towel before coming back 
home to host the 99ers 
Sunday at 7 p.m. at the 
WMC. 

KINGS: In Listowel before returning to face 99ers  
FROM | 9

The Kings get the puck to the net in their 5-3 loss to the Guelph Hurricanes on Sunday night. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

KCI EDGES EDSS BOYS AT WMC

The EDSS boys’ hockey team lost their first game of the new year by a score of 2-1 against Kitchener Collegiate Institute Tuesday at the WMC. 
The team is on the road Jan. 17 to face Galt Collegiate Institute.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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humour that comes with 
placing a snowshoe tip 
under a snow covered log 
and falling face first into 
the snowdrift on the other 
side. As you will note, both 
of these things validate my 
point about there being 
two kinds of snowshoers.

Despite all this, there are 
times when, through no 
fault of your own, you be-
come the trailbreaker. The 
incident I cited at the be-

ginning of this column is a 
prime example. It’s not my 
fault that Jenn is smarter 
than me.

Having said that there 
are tricks we trailbreakers 
can use to get out of our 
unfortunate circumstance. 
One of my favourite is the 
circle sprint. 

Basically, you lead the 
snowshoeing party and 
get a little ahead. Then 
you sprint forward circling 
right or left until you loop 

back onto the trail you 
broke behind the last per-
son in the party. 

There is risk to this 
maneuver however. You 
see everyone ahead of 
you might also pull the 
same move and you could 
conceivably become the 
group’s trailbreaker once 
again, but this time you’d 
be dizzy too.

A more reliable trick is 
the downhill step aside.

In this maneuver, you 

lead the party down a steep 
slope. Then, as you pass 
a big tree or boulder, you 
jump off the trail and wait 
there until momentum car-
ries the others past you. Af-
ter that, it’s a simple matter 
of continuing down the 
trail they have just broke 
until you get to the bot-
tom of the hill where some 
untangling of snowshoers 
might be required.

These two physical 
moves work with snow-

shoers who are not paying 
attention because they 
are lost in the beauty of 
the winter woods – the 
fools. Most times, however, 
people are so terrified of 
assuming the trailbreaker 
position that it’s not that 
easy to shake them off your 
tail. Heck, in some cases 
the effort mimics a World 
War I dog fight. 

That’s where the whoop-
ee cushion comes in. Typi-
cally, I get far ahead of the 

group and then operate my 
whoopee cushion while ev-
eryone behind me is appre-
ciating the stillness of the 
winter woods or examining 
a deer bed or nest cavity.

One loud noise is gener-
ally all it takes before you 
are following everyone 
else. On the other hand, 
they just might ask you to 
break trail with the wind at 
your back. 

Like I said, those people 
are smart.

GALEA: Taking the smart approach to putting on snowshoes and blazing a trail
FROM | 9

2017 Recreational House League and Rural League  
- Rates and Game Information 

NOTE: Divisions and game nights are subject to change

Division Born Early Bird 
Until Feb 28th Rates Game Night Locations

Active Start JR 2014 - 2013 $95 $120 Mon. or Wed. Breslau
Active Start SR 2012 - 2011 $95 $120 Mon. or Wed. Breslau
Active Start JR  2014 - 2013 $95  $120  Mon. or Wed. Elmira
Active Start SR 2012 - 2011 $95 $120  Tues. or Thurs. Elmira
FUNdamentals 
JR - Girls 2010 - 2009 $150 $175  Wednesday Breslau / Elmira / St. Jacobs

FUNdamentals 
JR - Boys 2010 - 2009 $150 $175 Thursday Breslau / Elmira / St Jacobs

FUNdamentals 
SR - Girls 2008 - 2007 $150 $175  Monday Breslau / Elmira / St Jacobs / St. Clements

FUNdamentals 
SR - Boys 2008 - 2007 $150 $175 Tuesday Breslau / Elmira / St Jacobs / St. Clements

Youth JR Girls 2006 - 2005 $165 $190  Mon. & Wed. Woolwich / Wellesley / St. Clements / Wilmot
Youth JR Boys 2006 - 2005 $165 $190 Mon. & Wed. Woolwich / Wellesley / St. Clements / Wilmot
Youth SR Girls 2004 - 2003 $165 $190 Tues. & Thur. Woolwich / Wellesley / St Clements / Wilmot
Youth SR Boys 2004 - 2003 $165 $190  Tues. & Thur. Woolwich / Wellesley / St. Clements / Wilmot
15/16 Boys 2002 - 2001 $165 $190 TBD TBD (Pending Registration)
15/16 Girls 2002 - 2001 $165 $190 TBD TBD (Pending Registration)
17/18 Girls 2000 - 1999 $165 $190 TBD TBD (Pending Registration)

Rep Travel Teams - Rates and Game Information

League
Rates 
Before 

Feb 28th

Rates 
After 

March 1st

U9  U10 U11 U12 U13 U14 U15 U16 U18

 NA 2007 NA 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 1999

LTPD $325 $350   Boys-Sat  
Girls-Sat

 Boys-Wed   
Girls-Wed

Boys-Wed 
Girls-Tues 

Boys-Thurs 
Girls-Mon     

SWRSL $380 $405         Wed Thurs   Wed Thurs Mon

WOYSL $465  $490               Tues   

Carding 
Fee for 

Call ups
$50 $50

Note: Game days listed are the league’s preferred game night. League schedules are published in the spring and games 
may be scheduled on other days of the week. There may not be teams at all age groups each year

2017
Outdoor Season

Early Bird Rates are in effect 
until February 28th, 2017!  

Make sure to register early as 
some programs do fill up.

ONLINE REGISTRATION NOW OPEN

www.woolwichyouthsoccer.com

woolwichyouthsc@gmail.com
519-669-1000 Woolwich Youth Soccer Club

5 First Street East, 
Elmira, ON  N3B 2E7

THE WELLESLEY APPLE-
JACKS SCORED an unprec-
edented 16 goals in one 
game last week, defeating 
the Burford Bulldogs on 
home ice. 

Head coach Brad Gerber 
says the 16-2 score came 
from his team’s hard work 
on the ice, as well as Bur-
ford not playing as well as 
they usually do. 

“As the game went on, 
I don’t think (Burford) 
worked as hard as they 
could have, but it had to be 
hard for them. I wouldn’t 
want to be in that position 
and find out how my guys 
would react. I also give our 
guys credit,” he said. “It 
is good to see everything 
clicking, and getting ready 
for playoffs next month. 
Hopefully it is a sign of us 
coming together and just 
getting better and better as 
the season goes on. That 
has been our goal this year. 
The power play was good, 
they really moved the puck 
around nice, and we had 
some really nice goals.”

It was a dominant outing 
against Burford, who man-
aged to find the back of the 
net just twice – once in the 
first period, and again in 
the third. 

For the Jacks, goals came 
from Jordan Hoekstra (3), 
Shaun Pickering (4), Spen-
cer Brick, newcomer Lucas 
Martellacci, Greg Huber, 
Nick Palmer, Cal Jefferies, 
Alex Uttley (3) and Bren-
den Goran. Pickering, Nick 
Mercier, Uttley, Kyle Soper, 
Colt Jaime, Martellacci, 
Palmer, Lucas Spence, Nick 
Mercier, Brady Gerber, 
Mario Alyas, Goran, Sean 
McEwan and Hoekstra 
picked up the assists.

There were a couple of 
new faces on the Wellesley 
roster on Friday night, and 
Gerber says that may have 
been the boost the team 
needed to score 16 goals. 

“It is a thing when you 
bring in some new players, 
you just feel it in the dress-

Jacks pot a record-setting 16 goals against Burford
New blood injects some life into a Wellesley squad that’s getting itself ready for the playoffs

LIZ BEVAN

ing room. Everybody was 
ready to play that night, 
there was a really good vibe 
and a lot of excitement in 
the change room before the 
game,” he said. 

Soper joined the Jacks af-
ter nearly two seasons with 
the Elmira Sugar Kings. 
Gerber says he is a great ad-
dition to the team. 

“He played Junior B for 
two years and he is a guy 
that can play defense or 
forward for us and we are 
excited to get him started 
on defense here and see 
where that goes,” said 
Gerber. “He is a good kid 
and on Friday night on our 
power play, he makes it 
better back on the point. 
He kind of quarterbacks 
everything and just makes 
everybody on the ice.”

Martellacci was added to 
the lineup after his school 
schedule allowed him to 
take the time to dedicate 
to the team. Gerber says 
coaching staff originally 
saw him at the Sugar Kings 
prospect camp and have 
been trying to sign him up. 

“We have been pursuing 
him ever since, but he has 

been busy with school. He 
last played in Milton at the 
tier 2 level,” said Gerber. 
“It is getting late in the 
season and with exams and 
stuff and being busy with 
school, now he is ready for 
us and hopefully for the 
rest of the season we can 
have a good front with him 
in the lineup.”

The team has also been 
working on limiting their 
time in the penalty box, 
something that came 
through at Friday night’s 
game. 

“It is something that we 
have been talking about for 
a long time,” said Gerber. 
“We know that in the play-
offs and down the home 
stretch here that we can’t 
spend too much time in the 
box. We have really been 
working hard on getting 
our minutes down and not 
wasting energy on the pen-
alties. If we want to be suc-
cessful in the playoffs, you 
have to learn to stay out of 
the box and play five-on-
five.”

The Jacks now have only 
seven games left in the 
regular season. Gerber says 

the lineup is finalized and 
the focus is on getting as 
many points as possible 
in those seven games. The 
Jacks will be facing off 
against first-place Ayr on 
Saturday night before tak-
ing on the last-place team, 
the Delhi Travellers, in a 
matinee on Sunday.

“There are no easy games 
in our league. Every time 
we play a team that is ahead 
of us, we are excited. We 

take it as a challenge and we 
are very excited that Ayr is 
coming to us. The last time 
we beat them was at home. 
This is a big game for us. We 
can still catch Paris for sec-
ond place so we are focused 
on that,” said Gerber, add-
ing that playing Delhi can 
also be a challenge. “They 
haven’t won yet, but the 
games are getting closer. 
The scores aren’t what they 
used to be and those boys 

work hard. We don’t want 
to be that team that loses to 
them, but if they keep work-
ing this way, they are even-
tually going to get a win. We 
just have to be focused, and 
it doesn’t matter if it is Ayr 
or Delhi, we just need those 
points.”

The puck drops against 
Ayr at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Wellesley arena on Jan. 14 
and against Delhi at 2 p.m. 
on Jan. 15.

Brenden Goran was one of the goal scorers as the Applejacks opened the offensive 
floodgates Jan. 6 in a 16-2 win over Brampton. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER] 
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home and at least one 
away. The away tourna-
ments are good team build-
ing tools for both the play-
ers and the parents.

The biggest challenge 
she has found in organiz-
ing the tournament is 
finding volunteers and 
sponsorships, including 
small gifts to give away to 
the players and the people 
coming in to the commu-
nity. This year the players 
will get foam mini-stick 
pucks with the Woolwich 
Cup Challenge logo on it. 
Last year they received ear 
buds. She tries to change it 

each year to add variety for 
the returning teams.

She welcomes anyone 
to come watch the young 
teams play over the week-
end. Admission to the 
games is free.

“It’s great for local busi-
nesses, the restaurants and 
just the activities because 
they get all the business 
traffic. And they can see 
what we offer. A lot of peo-
ple really think we’re just a 
small rural town but we do 
offer so much more.”

The Woolwich Cup Chal-
lenge runs from Jan. 14-15 
at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre on both ice pads 
and at the St. Jacobs Arena.

CUP CHALLENGE: Everyone 
to get in on the action
FROM | 9

The Woolwich Cup Challenge returns to Elmira and St. Jacobs this weekend for its fifth year. Novice and atom teams from across the province will compete on Saturday and Sunday. 
[FILE PHOTO]

THE SCORE

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Tyke: SELECT
Jan. 2 vs Waterloo
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Zack Forwell (3), 
Zach Wiseman
Assists: Zack Forwell, Lucas 
Frey (2)

Tyke: SELECT
Jan. 7 vs Caledon
Home: 3  Visitor: 3
Goals: Matt Kochut, Zack 
Forwell, Reese Martin
Assists: Zack Forwell, 
Mason Gear, Cruz Balog

Tyke: SELECT
Jan. 8 vs Milton
Home: 4  Visitor: 4
Goals: Zach Wiseman, Zack 
Forwell (3)
Assists: Zack Forwell, Matt 
Kochut, Zach Wiseman

Novice: MAJOR A
Jan. 3 vs Ancaster
Home: 7  Visitor: 3
Goals: Spencer Hume (2), 
Sutton Meier (2), Caleb 

Paquet, Adam Lavigne, 
Tristan Hill
Assists: Mitchell Krasovec 
(2), Sutton Meier, Tristan 
Hill, Spencer Hume

Novice: MAJOR A
Jan. 5 vs New Hamburg
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Adam Lavigne, 
Tristan Hill, Alex Veitch, 
Adam Bloch
Assists: Spencer Hume, 
Mitchell Krasovec, MacIvor 
Zettel, Alex Veitch, Avery 
Collingwood, Caleb Paquet, 
Luke Wood
Shutout: Carson Waechter

Novice: LL#2
Jan. 6 vs LL#3
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Owen McAdam, Luke 
Forbes (3)
Assists: Anand Ghali, 
Mason Maurice, Carter 
Crummer, Johnathan 
Petrone

Novice: LL#3
Jan. 6 vs LL#2
Home: 1  Visitor: 4
Goals: Colton Sinclair

Novice: LL#3
Jan. 7 vs Twin Centre
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Josh Wraight (2), 
Colton Sinclair
Assists: Colton Sinclair, 
Addison Birmingham

Atom: MINOR AE
Jan. 9 vs Caledon
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Tyler Gingrich, 
Carson Staken
Assists: Graydon Martin

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan. 7 vs Orangeville
Home: 7  Visitor: 0
Goals: Pacey Camm, 
Nathan Martin (3), Liam 
Wood (2), Ian Leech
Assists: Michael Gear (3), 
Stuart Sinclair, Isaac Lopers, 
Ian Leech, Eric Kane (2), 
Liam Wood, Pacey Camm
Shutout: Tyler Fisher

Atom: MAJOR AE
Jan. 8 vs Centre 
Wellington
Home: 5  Visitor: 1

Goals: Seth Shantz, Tyson 
Roth (2), Hunter Brown, 
Josh Uhrig
Assists: Owen Weber, 
Preston Hackert, Jack 
Rozema, Josh Uhrig, Cale 
Waechter, Carter Snider, 
Jake Patterson

Peewee: LL#2
Jan. 7 vs Embro
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Emmett 
Weissenboeck
Shutout: John Kilgour

Peewee: LL#1
Jan. 8 vs LL#2
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Calvin Oleski, 
Thomas Hill-Ring, Ryan 
Curtis
Assists: Will McDougall 
(2), Ryan Curtis, Nathan 
Whittom, Dominic Roth

Peewee: LL#2
Jan. 7 vs Twin Centre
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Ashton Weber, 
Owen Hackert, Josh Moore
Assists: Simon Bauman (2), 
Ethan Murr

Peewee: LL#2
Jan. 8 vs LL#1
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Josh Moore, Turner 
Dulhardt
Assists: Owen Hackert, 
Ethan Murr, Ashton Weber

Peewee: MAJOR AE
Jan. 2 vs New Hamburg
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Nolan Williamson 
(2), Shelby Rempel (2), 
Sam Siopiolosz
Assists: Seb Garrett (4)

Peewee: MAJOR AE
Jan. 7 vs Owen Sound
Home: 6  Visitor: 2
Goals: Sebastian Garrett 
(2), Nolan Williamson, Sam 
Siopiolosz, Lucas Radler, 
Jonathan Staken
Assists: Colton Benham 
(2), Daniel Kelly, Nolan 
Williamson, Shelby 
Rempel, Lucas Radler, 
Tristan Kraemer, Sam 
Siopiolosz

Bantam: MINOR A
Jan. 7 vs Owen Sound 

Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Tyler Moore, Carter 
Servais
Assists: Cameron Leonard, 
Kyler Austin, Nate Snyder, 
Tyler Martin

Bantam: MINOR A
Jan. 8 vs Hespeler
Home: 7  Visitor: 2
Goals: Michael Hayes, 
Carter Servais, Ethan 
Birmingham, Tyler Martin, 
Cameron Leonard (3)
Assists: Cole Slade, Kyler 
Austin, Tyler Moore (2), 
Carter Servais, Nate Snyder 
(3), Kolin Weigel, Tyler 
Martin, Owen Lee (3), Ethan 
Birmingham

Bantam: MINOR AE
Jan. 9 vs Caledon
Home: 2  Visitor: 6 
Goals: Alex Hutton, 
Andrew Weber
Assists: Colton Schmidt, 
Kolin Weigel

Midget: LL#1
Jan. 6 vs Plattsville
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Kyle Deyell, Max 

Bender (2), Ben Lenears, 
Kyle Gingrich
Assists: Nick Campagnolo 
(4), Nathan Horst
Shutout: Ryan Martin

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: LL#1
Jan. 7 vs Cambridge
Home: 4  Visitor: 8
Goals: Isla McCoubrey (2), 
Brooklyn Pope (2)
Assists: Isla McCoubrey

Atom: LL
Jan. 8 vs Stratford
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Kayleigh Futher, 
Emily Martin
Shutout: Sam Weber

Atom: B
Jan. 8 vs New Hamburg
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Claire Jacklin (2), 
Olivia Straus, Tiana Bender
Assists: Ella Hicks, Olivia 
Straus, Carrie Schwindt, 
Claire Catton

Peewee: LL#7130
Jan. 8 vs Wilmot
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Annie Sargent
Assists: Brydon Dickieson, 
Michaela Bauman

Bantam: B
Jan. 7 vs Grand River
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Lexi Runstedler

Bantam: B
Jan. 9 vs Kitchener
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Lexi Runstedler, 
Avery Durrer
Assists: Delaney Jacklin, 
Brooklyn Wideman

Bantam: BB
Jan. 8 vs Waterloo
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Blythe Bender, 
Maddy Goss, Abby 
Burkholder
Assists:  Maddy Goss, Abby 
Burkholder, Alana Bauman, 
Shae-Lynn Martin, Avery 
Bender

TOURNEY

Novice: LL#2
Jason Cripps Tournament
Kitchener, Ont. 
Dec. 27-29
Game 1 vs Cambridge
Home: 7  Visitor: 7
Goals: Alexa Grundy (5), 
Addison Fitzgerald, Mia 
Medeiros
Assists: Addison Fitzgerald
Game 2 vs Cambridge
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Emily Hibbard
Assists: Grace Gow

WATERLOO 
WOLVES

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan. 7 vs London
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Tim Hodson, Declan 
Uniac
Assists: Jackson Andrews, 
Hayden Taylor, Brady Meyer

LANCERS FALL TO CAMERON HEIGHTS ON HOME COURT

Clearly outmatched, the Elmira District Secondary School senior boys’ basketball team were unable to overcome the visiting Cameron Heights Collegiate Institute team on Jan. 10, losing 77-19. From left,  Jeremy Schouppe brings the ball up the court and Isaac Neumann goes for the 
shot. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]



VENTURE | 13THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 2017

VENTURE

FIELD
NOTES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

GOVERNMENT POLICY / DRIVING UP COSTS

FARMERS WERE AMONG 
U.S. president elect Donald 
Trump’s biggest support-
ers. So is it any wonder the 
annual measure of their 
confidence levels have 
soared now that he’s run-
ning the Oval Office? 

U.S. farm communica-
tions giant DTN runs an 
annual farmer confidence 
survey. It’s important for 
manufacturers, advertis-
ers and indeed the whole 
country to know the mood 
of farmers, given their 
impact on the economy. 
Are they feeling positive 
and therefore likely to buy 
equipment and keep the 
economy moving? Or are 
they pessimistic about the 
future, meaning they’ll 
likely save their money and 
ride it out?

Before the election, 
confidence levels were at 
an all-time modern-era 
low. Crop prices have been 
in the basement and are 
expected to stay there for 
several years. The outlook 
for livestock wasn’t much 
better.

But when Trump gained 
office, confidence soared.

It’s nonsensical. DTN 
editor-in-chief Greg Horst-
meier said the results defy 
logic.

Farmer 
confidence 
abroad may 
be at our 
producers’ 
expense

ROBERTS | 16CAP AND TRADE | 15

observerxtra.com/ads/

TAKING CARE 
OF BUSINESS

NO OTHER ADVERTISING OPTION
AS EFFECTIVE OR INEXPENSIVE TO

REACH THE LOCAL MARKET. PERIOD.
• Delivered to 16,500 homes in Woolwich, 

Wellesley & Waterloo every week.
• Max. readership with 100% LOCAL content
• This market’s leading/original social media

RESOLVED TO TAKE MORE 
money from Ontarians, 
the provincial government 
rolled out its new cap-
and-trade scheme Jan. 1. 
Though short on details 
about how it will help the 
environment, the program 
certainly raises the cost of 
transportation and heating 
fuels for consumers and 
businesses alike.

Drivers felt the hit at the 
pumps immediately, and 
the increased costs of heat-
ing and electricity are now 
working their ways through 
the system.

For businesses, there will 
be higher operating costs, 
with the potential that 
larger companies will keep 
working towards greater 
energy efficiencies. 

The idea behind the 
cap-and-trade program is 
to limit large corporations’ 
emissions, attempting to 
slow down the onset of 
global warming. Businesses 
now have a cap placed on 
the number of tonnes of 
emissions they can pro-
duce. If they are over that 
cap, it will cost them. They 
can buy or trade extra cred-
its from companies that are 
below their emissions cap. 

There is an extra cost to 
consumers, as can be seen 
at the gas pumps this week, 
and will show up on their 
monthly heating bills if 
they use natural gas. The 
government predicts an 
increase of $13 per month 
for the average household 
between heat and running 
cars. 

Paul Parker is a professor 
in the Faculty of the Envi-
ronment at the University 
of Waterloo. He says any 
positive impact on the en-
vironment will take time, 
and work slowly. 

“It is a very small nudge,” 

Cap-and-trade 
scheme squeezes 

consumers, 
businesses

Groups such as The 
Greater Kitchener 
Waterloo Chamber 
of Commerce aren’t 
happy with latest 
Wynne money grab

LIZ BEVAN
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www.totalholisticwellness.com

JENNIFER METZGER
BAA, RRPr, Hom.

519-594-1639
metzgerjenn@gmail.com

MINDFULNESS COACHING

New Year, New You!
Achieve your resolutions at the WMC!

Every12 month Membership
gets a FREE EXTRA MONTH

Woolwich Memorial Centre | 24 Snyder Ave., S., Elmira
519-669-1647 ext 7001 | fitness@woolwich.ca

Membership Includes:
• Unlimited Use of Fitness Centre
• All Swims and Aquafit Classes
• Admission to Public Skates
• Access to OVER 30 Fitness Classes /week

OFFER
ENDS

JAN 20,
2017

6 Weeks To Better 
Sleep Program™
6 Weeks To Better 
Sleep Program™
• Do you have trouble falling asleep?
• Are you unable to fall back asleep after waking?
• Do you suffer from restless sleep?
• Do you wake up tired and un-refreshed?

• Do you have trouble falling asleep?
• Are you unable to fall back asleep after waking?
• Do you suffer from restless sleep?
• Do you wake up tired and un-refreshed?

If you answered “Yes” to any of the above, then you 
might be experiencing unexplainable weight fluctuations, moodiness 
and hormonal imbalance. Exercise is not a requirment, however it’s 
highly recommended! Start sleeping better NOW in just 2x 8min 
sessions each day for $4.74/day.  RESULTS GUARANTEED!

CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR FREE SESSION: 519.669.9122  | 120 Oriole Parkway, Elmira  |  www.pinaclehealthandfitness.com

In the 2 weeks that I have been using the Program I have 
noticed an improvement in my sleep. I actually sleep 
longer through the night. I have less times when I wake 
up through the night and if I do I fall back asleep which 
didn’t happen before. When I do wake up in the morning, 
I feel more energy than I have felt in a long time. —Pat F.

CLIENT TESTIMONIAL

Since using the Program I have noticed that my body 
feels warmer and my muscles are more relaxed when 
using the gym equipment. I have less back discomfort 
and find that I fall asleep at night easily. I am pleasantly 
surprised with these results and look forward to the 
Program’s positive effects. — Deb B.

CLIENT TESTIMONIAL

f o l l o w  u s  o n
11 Dunke St .  N.  Elmira

519-210-2200
THEGARDENSOFELMIRA.COM

It’s 2017It’s 2017It’s 2017

Brand
New
You!

Brand
New
You!
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Sidewalk 
clearing tips
Clear the snow as soon 
as you can so a snowy 
sidewalk doesn’t 
become an icy one.

Do not use salt or  
de-icers to melt snow.

Sprinkle salt or de-icer 
on icy areas only and 
give it time to work.

Create traction with  
non-clumping kitty 
litter or sand to reduce 
the potential to slip.

curbthesalt.ca
CURB THE
SALT
Salt impacts our water. 

We all have a role to play.

519•669•1212      www.sosphysiotherapy.ca        3 Wyatt St. East
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GET ACTIVE?GET ACTIVE?
If you have aches that are  limiting 
you from starting those new year’s 
resolutions we can help!

It might be hard to do if you still have pain from 2016!

Are you ready toAre you ready to

“Awaken the
New You”

519-954-0969
www.awakeningsstudio.com

Conveniently located in 
the village of Conestogo

 
Facebook.com/AwakeningsStudio
Twitter & Instagram: @awakenings01

Available by Appointment 
Tuesday – Saturday 

Spa Services

SAVE

BOOK AN APPOINTMENT

TODAY!

$50
On a full set of 
Eyelash Extensions!

Facials • Non-surgical Face Lift  
Body Wraps • Ear Candling  
Pedicures • Re�exology • 
Hot Stone Massage • Manicures 
Waxing • Brow & Lash Tinting  
Eyelash Extensions

Aesthetic Studio returns to Conestogo
Professional spa services to

in 2017

he said. “With the current 
discussions where the 
suggestion is that it will 
increase prices at the gas 
pump for example, by four 
cents a litre, I would sug-
gest that is a very gentle 
nudge that is going to 
make a very small impact. 
We often see a four-cent 
change from the weekend 
to the weekday. Prices 
change. We were at $1.40, 
now it is down to $1.10 or 
less. Will it change a lot 
of people’s driving behav-
iour? I think it will be a 
very small change. Now, 
there are going to be differ-
ent allowances year to year, 
but it is going to be pretty 
incremental.”

Although the changes to 
consumers are minimal, 

The Greater Kitchener 
Waterloo Chamber of Com-
merce isn’t happy with 
the impact on its business 
members. The local organi-
zation, along with 19 other 
chambers from across 
Ontario, are voicing their 
displeasure with the Wyn-
ne government program, 
having lobbied unsuccess-
fully for a year’s delay in its 
implementation.

“What we want to do 
was to bring the concerns 
of the business commu-
nity in Waterloo Region to 
the attention of our local 
MPPs here and to the entire 
Ontario government that 
there are concerns about 
the cap and trade program 
among all sectors of the 
Ontario economy,” said lo-
cal chamber vice-president 
Art Sinclair.

The chamber also rec-
ognizes the issues the new 
cap-and-trade program 
could bring to rural areas 
such as Woolwich and 
Wellesley. 

“The price of electricity 
is generally higher in rural 
Ontario than it is in urban 
areas. The people on the 
farms, their bills are pretty 
high. As an alternative, 
people have been looking 
at natural gas, well now, 
with the cap and trade, the 
price of that is going up as 
well. That is counterpro-
ductive to everything that 
we have been doing with 
the provincial government 
trying to get better access 
to natural gas in Ontario,” 
he said. 

Parker says there are 

CAP AND TRADE: Usefulness an unknown
FROM | 13

POLICY | 16
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Did you know?  
Speech-language therapy services are 
covered by most benefit plans

Location:
Elmira Clock Tower Wellness Centre
69 Arthur St S, Ste 201

(519)-588-0952

• Language Development
• Stroke Rehabilitation
• Stuttering  • Articulation
• Voice Therapy • Reading Skills
• Accent Modification • Writing Skills
• Swallowing & Feeding Disorders  

Find Us Online:
rachelmckee@clearwayspeech.com
www.clearwayspeech.com
Facebook: @ClearwaySpeech

Call, E-mail, or Text for a FREE consultation 

Accepting 
New Clients

All Ages 
Welcome

…and more!

Elmira’s Own Speech-
Language Pathologist!

FarmSmart
Featured Speakers:

Dr. Tim 
Mcallister

Principal Research
Scientist, AAFC

Dan
Needles
Author and
Playwright

Featured Speakers:

 2017 
Agricultural Conference

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 2017
Rozanski Hall, University of Guelph

Customize your day from over 50 concurrent 
sessions that will appeal to everyone involved 
in your farming operation. From cash crop, 
business and environment topics to our 
popular Youth Tour, Beef Symposium, Organic 
Amendment Workshop and Women in Agricul-
ture Program, there is something for everyone. 
Please check out our website for program 
details.

BACK AGAIN: $20 off for additional farm 
operation members

EDUCATING
FARMERS
SINCE 1999

Compaction Smart
Featured Speakers:

Dr. Scott Shearer
and

Dr. John P. Fulton
Food, Agricultural and
Biological Engineering

The Ohio State University

Lucas Criswell
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania

We all have it, let’s manage it!

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20, 2017
Rim Park, Manulife 

Financial Sportsplex
2001 University Ave E., Waterloo, ON

Compaction is a problem that has “been under the 
surface for far too long!” This day-long session 
will explore practical management decisions that 
can be implemented to avoid it, or deal with the 
consequences when compaction occurs.

PRE-REGISTRAION ONLY: 
Limited Seating for 400

See website for registration information.

Registration: www.farmsmartconference.com | 1-877-424-1300

“While most farmers 
have adjusted to lower 
commodity prices and are 
working on strategies to 
see them through tougher 
times, there is noth-
ing on the horizon – not 
world grain supplies, not 
weather, not signs of new 
commodity demand – that 
would justify such opti-
mism,” he said.

“The only thing we can 
put our finger on is the pres-
idential election. Farmers 
and rural America played a 
large role in Donald Trump’s 
victory, and farmers must 
feel he’s going to make the 
world right for them.”

So what will that take?
Well, to start with, it will 

take higher prices. And U.S. 
consumers, like consumers 
everywhere, don’t want to 
pay them. So then, it will 
take new markets. And 
those are at a premium. 
But maybe those markets 
will be what are currently 
someone else’s markets. 

And that’s what On-
tario farmers – and indeed, 
farmers all across Canada, 
as well as our new foreign 
trade minister – need to 

watch for. They might be 
our markets.

Even farmers a world 
away have their antennae 
up. For example, in Ghana 
earlier this week, the Gha-
na Agricultural and Rural 
Development Journalists 
Association (GARDJA) 
issued a statement pres-
suring the new national 
government “to use its vast 
purchasing power in the 
interest of the Ghanaian 
farmer over the Chinese or 
American producer.”

The journalists recognize 
the need for a strong do-
mestic agricultural econo-
my. They say government 
support (not subsidies) for 
initiatives such as school 
lunch programs will create 
demand for locally pro-
duced food items. 

The association has even 
given the government sug-
gested wording for a buy-
local directive, saying na-
tional funds must only be 
used to buy foodstuffs from 
local producers, unless the 
capacity to produce them 
doesn’t exist.

I’m sure farmers every-
where want their govern-
ments to also be their 

champions. Of course they 
do. But governments can’t 
do it all themselves. In 
Ontario, the province gives 
awards to businesses that 
do the best job of promot-
ing and supporting local 
producers. It must be a to-
tal, all-in approach, involv-
ing everyone in the food 
value chain.

Not just Donald Trump.
But thanks to him and 

what will no doubt be ex-
ceptional support for U.S. 
farmers by the Trump gov-
ernment, I foresee years of 
David-and-Goliath scenar-
ios evolving. And I’m sure 
suddenly optimistic U.S. 
farmers see it that way too, 
with Trump in the role of 
Goliath. Very, very fitting. 

The only way to control 
this dragon will be to sup-
port our local farmers. No 
question, it will be more 
important than ever if 
the U.S. starts flexing its 
muscles.

Maybe a trade war can’t 
be averted, but its damag-
ing effects can be mini-
mized if people are com-
mitted to not only saying 
local is better, but by actu-
ally buying local, as well.

ROBERTS: Another reason for buying local
FROM | 13

examples of cap-and-trade 
systems working. Namely, 
with acid rain. 

“The success story of 
cap and trade here was 
the limiting of the amount 
of sulphur that can go 
into the atmosphere, and 
because it was a small 
number of large compa-
nies, that worked quite 
successfully. They were 
able to reduce the sulphur, 
and the companies were 
able to see what worked 
better to make everything 
work more efficiently,” he 

said, adding there are more 
publicized stories of fail-
ure, adding to the negative 
public opinion of cap and 
trade. “There is the story 
out of Europe where there 
were too many allocations, 
so the price of carbon falls 
very low, and there is very 
little effect.”

The key may be increas-
ing the price of carbon 
emissions to actually see 
any environmental change, 
says Parker.

“There are two different 
experiences and I think the 
trick is chasing what the 
cap is supposed to be so 

POLICY: May help change consumer behaviour
FROM | 15 that it will actually both re-

duce emissions and put it 
at a price that start chang-
ing behaviour.”

Sinclair and the chamber 
don’t want the issue to be 
swept under the rug as ac-
cepted fact, however. They 
aren’t happy with the way 
things are right now.

“We just want to bring 
that forward to the prov-
ince’s attention. Just, yeah, 
we know the program was 
coming into effect, but we 
want the province to know 
that there are concerns 
among the business com-
munity,” said Sinclair.

Gas prices jumped up on New Year’s Day, when the province’s cap and trade plan was put into place. Some are outspoken about the rise in 
heating and driving costs, and some say it isn’t enough. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER] 
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

What song’s next? There’s an app for that
Audience members to vote on playlist during Live By Request show featuring the Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony

LIZ BEVAN

 WE’VE ALL BEEN THERE: 
the curtains go up, the lights 
go down, and there is a re-
minder announcement for 
audience members in the 
theatre to turn off and put 
away their smartphones. 

Not this time. 
On Jan. 20 and 21, the 

Centre In The Square is play-
ing host to Live By Request, 
a different kind of orchestra 
performance, where the au-
dience will be voting in real 
time on their phones which 
pieces the symphony will 
play next. John Morris Rus-
sell will be conducting the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Sym-
phony, and the audience 
will get to decide what they 
want to hear.

You don’t have to be an 
expert on the symphony to 
join in the voting, either.

“For instance, we start off 
asking the audience, ‘what 
is your favourite animal?’ so 
we have three selections of 
carnival animals, whether it 
is an elephant, or a lion or a 
swan,” said Russell. “Then, 
people will decide on one 
of those three. Whichever 
wins, we play the piece that 
goes with it.”

While the Live By Request 
performances could prove 
a handful for some conduc-
tors, Russell is no stranger 
to taking on a challenge. He 
is currently in his sixth sea-
son as the conductor of the 
Cincinnati Pops, touring all 
over North America and this 

year, heading to Asia. He is 
also the principal pops con-
ductor for the Buffalo Phil-
harmonic Orchestra and has 
collaborated with Aretha 
Franklin, George Takei, 
Steve Martin, Brian Wilson 
of the Beach Boys and more. 
Now, he is in Kitchener.

The internationally re-
nowned conductor put on a 
similar show, with audience 
voting, a few years ago. It 
was the first time he had 
conducted a performance 
with the interactive voting 
aspect, and he can’t wait to 
do it again in Kitchener. 

“It was a couple of years 
ago with the Boston Pops. It 
was fantastic. I immediately 
called all my friends and col-
leagues and said, ‘hey, you 
have to do this.’ Central to 
the whole thing is the use of 
the app,” he said.

The different format 
presents a few challenges, 
however. The symphony 
orchestra has to put together 
nearly three times as many 
pieces in preparation for the 
performances. They never 
know what the audience will 
pick. The fun part? Compil-
ing the list of songs the audi-
ence has to choose from. 

“It was really fun putting 
together the groups of songs 
that go together and are 
all people’s favourites. We 
make sure to select pieces 
that get a good response 
from audiences. That is why 
they call it the Pops,” he 
said. 

He hopes the audiences 

will have a new apprecia-
tion for the work that goes 
into hosting a performance, 
especially one that keeps the 
artists on their toes. 

“I hope, first of all, that 
they are marvelously en-
tertained, but also we want 
them to see just how re-
markably talented and flex-
ible this orchestra is,” shared 
Russell. “You know, that we 
can do just about anything 
and read the music in front 
of you and just go for it. We 
want the audience to be in 
the moment.”

A lot of symphony orches-
tra performances can be 
rigid and stuffy, but not Live 
By Request. Russell says the 
show has a different feel and 
flow to it. 

“In some ways, it makes 
the show more easygoing. 
You just don’t know what is 
going to come next, so you 
have to just sit back and be 
in the moment. You don’t 
know what piece is going to 
be selected, and you have to 
gauge the audience. There is 
a lot of opportunity for in-
teraction and it is definitely 
something completely dif-
ferent. The audience is part 
of it.”

The show runs on Jan. 20 
and 21, both performances 
are at 8 p.m. For more infor-
mation or to purchase tick-
ets to Live By Request, visit 
www.centreinthesquare.
com, or call the box office at 
519-745-4711. Tickets start at 
$12 for children and $19 for 
adults.

Conductor John Morris Russell will be leading the Kitchener-Waterloo Symphony in a performance where audience members are encouraged 
to use their smart phones to vote on the next piece to be played. [SUBMITTED]

A BIG HEARTFELT THANK YOU
TO THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTORS FOR MAKING

THE ST. CLEMENTS CHRISTMAS PARADE A SUCCESS:

Auto Fleet Services
Bender Developments
Challenger Motor Freight
CMT Inc
Dr. Erin Walker
Sun Construction
Fach Excavating
G-Force
Hank’s Auto Wreckers

Heart & Home
John’s Nursery
Paul’s Service & Sales
Kieswetter Excavating
CIBC
St. Clements Snowmobile Club
M&G Enterprises
Pioneer Log Homes
Waterloo Energy

Richmond Heating
Riepert Salt
Schnieders Meats
Forwell Electric
Heidelberg Hotel
Vernla Transport
Voison Chrysler
Wellesley Township

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK THE 
VOLUNTEERS AND FLOAT DONATORS.

Sincerely,
St. Clements Parade
Committee
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

FIND IT
IN THE OBSERVER

HELP WANTED NOTICE

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

AUCTION

Apply in person with resumé to
39 Arthur St. S., Elmira ON

Full & Part Time

SERVERS
needed immediately

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

INDUSTRIAL SERGER THREE 
thread with table. M600 
Pegasus with rolled hem. 
Excellent for ruffles and 
hemming etc. Best offer. Call 
519-498-9537.

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. 519-635-
8737.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Restored 
Farmall “A”, many toy farm 
tractors & machinery, 1/64 
scale tractor trailers, farm 
related signs, coin banks, 
tools, plus other interesting 
memorabilia, to be held at 
the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley, for Raymond 
and Norma Ruby, Tavistock, 
and additions, on Saturday, 
January 14th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451. 

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, 
collectibles and miscella-
neous items, to be held at 
the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles South 
of Wellesley, on Saturday, 
January 21st @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451. 

AUCTIONS

DOUBLE RING MUL-
TIPLE Estate & Consign-
ment Auction of Furniture, 
Antiques, Shop tools and 
Farm Support items. Sale 
to be held at #7213 Line 86 
Wallenstein, approx. 6 km 
west of Elmira. Saturday, 
January 21 at 10:00 a.m.

JAN 21 AT 10:00 AM - 
Auction sale of approx 300 
toys including farm toys; 
machinery; banks; Schnei-
der collectables; and other 
collectables to be held at 
the St. Jacob’s Commu-
nity Centre in St. Jacob’s for 
Michael Detzler of Waterloo 
and Glen Sippel of Milver-
ton with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. JAN 25 at 10:00 
AM - Clearing auction sale 
of furniture; antiques; 
collectables; household 
effects; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for a Kitchener 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice salt 
comes in 20 & 40kg’s, Ice 
melt comes in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

HELP WANTED

CEDAR VALLEY DESIGN is 
looking for full-time help 
as a machine operator/
machine setup and tool 
sharpening in a millwork 
shop. If interested please 
call 519-669-0122

www.regionofwaterloo.ca

LIBRARY ASSISTANTS
These part-time positions at the Wellesley and Elmira 
branches of the Region of Waterloo Library are a 
great opportunity to combine knowledge of the local 
community and experience working with adults, 
children and books. Working an average of 10 hours 
per week (days, evenings and Saturdays) plus standby 
hours, as needed, you will provide public library services 
in the children’s and adult areas. We seek individuals 
who can use programs such as MS Office, library 
automation software (e.g., SirsiDynix Workflows), the 
internet, social media, mobile devices and digital 
resources, as well as troubleshoot hardware and 
software issues. These technical skills are coupled with 
the interpersonal ability to assist the public and library 
members, and promote library programs and services 
in person and over the phone. Your familiarity with 
library resources and operations will normally have 
been acquired through the attainment of a Grade 12 
diploma and 1 year of related experience as described 
above, OR Grade 12 plus an EXCEL Certificate in Small 
Library Management (or equivalent) and 6 months’ 
related experience. You must be able to travel within 
the Region.

Please visit our website for a detailed position 
description, and to apply online, quoting competition 
number 2016-2059 (Wellesley) or 2017-1010 
(Elmira), by January 19, 2017.

Serving a diverse 
population of over 

560,000, the Region of 
Waterloo is a growing 

community where people 
matter and ideas grow. 
Our mission is to serve, 

engage and inspire – 
residents, businesses and 

staff alike. This means 
delivering quality services 
while creating a positive, 

inclusive workplace where 
our employees are valued 

and respected for their 
talents and contributions 

to our success.

We are committed to diversity 

and inclusion, and thank all 

applicants in advance; however, 

we will be corresponding only 

with those selected for an 

interview. We will accommodate 

the needs of qualified applicants 

under the Human Rights Code in 

all parts of the hiring process.

Where people matter   
and ideas grow

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR Temporary Guardianship Order To:  

Jeremy Hofstetter-Schriver
 

Take notice that on the 20th day of January 2017 at 9:30 a.m., at 
Calgary Family Court, Courtroom # 1205, 601 – 5th Street SW, 
Calgary, Alberta, a hearing will take place.  

A Director, under the Child, Youth and Family Enhancement Act 
will make an application for: Custody Order; Temporary 
Guardianship Order of your child born on June 12, 2016.  If you 
wish to speak to this matter in court, you MUST appear in court 
on this date.  You do have the right to be represented by a 
lawyer. If you do not attend in person or by a lawyer, an Order 
may be made in your absence and the Judge may make a 
different Order than the one being applied for by the Director. 
You will be bound by any Order the Judge makes. 

You do have the right to appeal the Order within 30 days from 
the date the Order is made. 
 
Contact: Jackie Ellice; Leanne Baines; Daniella Eggink
Calgary Region, Child and Family Services 
Phone: (403) 297-2978

THE FLYING DOG 
CLEANING HOUSE 

SALE!
Saturday January 14th 9am-2pm

341 Marsland Dr, Waterloo
Christmas decor, banquet/restaurant 

chairs, tables, dishes, cutlery, 
glassware, linens & curtains from $3. 

Billiard tables, office furniture and 
supplies, patio ware and much more!

PRICED TO SELL

AUCTION
Monthly PUBLIC Vehicle

Sat Jan 14th 9:30 am

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

VIEWING: Friday Jan 13th, 2017, 1 pm to 4 pm
TERMS: $500 Cash Deposit on Each Vehicle, or as announced.

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

to be held at

Check Website for Daily Updates - PARTIAL LIST ONLY!!!
No Buyer’s Premium or Penalty!!!

Police, Municipal, Repo, Fleets & Others

2 - 2013 TAURUS Interceptor AWD’s
2013 EXPLORER Interceptor AWD

2012 Dodge CHARGER SXT
3 - 07/11 CROWN VICTORIA’S
2008 Ford F250XL 4x4 & Plow

7 - 07/09 GMC/Chev 2500 Cargo Vans
2007 Ford E350 Diesel Ambulance

2007 Ford E150XL Cargo Van
2002 TRAILBLAZER 4x4 - 067kms

2004 Honda CBR650 M/C

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD SERVING 
you for over 10 years. Your #1 
source of quality slabwood 
and bodywood. Delivery 
available. 519-656-2057.

AUTOMOTIVE

2000 DODGE DAKOTA. 8 cyl., 
316,000 kms. Saftied, Etested, 
body good, mechanically 
sound. Includes All Seasons 
on rims, tonneau cover, bed-
liner, trailer hitch. $2750 o.b.o. 
Call 519-669-5983.

COMING 
EVENTS

THE SHAREHOLDERS OF the 
Elmira Farmer’s Shed will 
hold their ANNUAL MEETING 
in the Farmers’ Plus Board 
Room on Fir. Jan. 27, 2017 at 
1:30 p.m.

We are hiring Formse�ers and Labourers for 
commercial, residential and agricultural 
concrete formwork. Competitive wages 
offered, ove�ime a�er 44hrs/week and paid 
drive time to non-local work.

Contact Jeremy Ma�in at 226-868-2448 
or by email: jmjrockforming@gmail.com

FORMSETTERS & LABOURERS

WORK 
WANTED

ELMIRA BASED TRUCKING 
company is looking for a ded-
icated weekly / daily run to 
K-W, Toronto, London, Stoney 
Creek areas. Max 15,000 lbs. 
Call George Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045. 

MALE WITH TRANSPORTA-
TION looking for general 
labour position. Call Rob 
519-807-2684.

FOR SALE

1998 POLARIS SNOWMOBILE 
Indy 500 Classic. Electric start, 
heaters, reverse, like new. 
$1650. Call Ron 519-669-4566.

30” WHITE LG French door 
fridge with large freezer 
drawer. Excellent condition. 
$600. Call 519-498-9537.
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AUCTION AUCTION

WE SPECIALIZE IN 
GETTING THE WORD OUT!

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD TODAY! Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Reminder - 2017 Dog Tags Are Available
Under the Animal Control By-law #31-2013 it is a requirement that all dog owners within 
the Township of Woolwich license their dogs by March 1st of every calendar year. In the 
event your pet is lost and has a license, Animal Services will make every 
effort to reunite you with your pet at no extra cost. For safe return of your dog if 
found, please ensure you have attached the Township of Woolwich Dog Tag to your dog’s 
collar. Dogs without tags are taken to the Humane Society and owners will incur Humane 
Society costs of $35.00 per day. Dogs wearing their tags found outside of regular 
Township business hours can also be reported to the Woolwich Memorial Centre or 
the Breslau Community Centre. 

Dog Tags are available at the following locations: 

The Township of Woolwich   24 Church Street West, Elmira (Mon-Fri 9am – 5pm)

Woolwich Memorial Centre  24 Snyder Avenue South, Elmira (Sun-Sat 6am – 9pm)

Breslau Community Centre      100 Andover Drive, Breslau (Mon-Fri 4pm-9pm, Sat-Sun 10am-3pm)

*Pet Valu    315 Arthur Street South, Elmira 519-669-1350

*Eldale Vet Clinic   150 Church Street West, Elmira 519-669-5672 

*Breslau Animal Hospital  2057 Victoria Street North #3, Breslau 519-648-9738

*Creature Comfort Pet Emporium 1553 King Street North, St. Jacobs 519-664-3366  

   Before March 1st:     March 1st and After: 

 Neutered/Spayed - $25.00  Neutered/Spayed - $40.00
 Non-Neutered/Spayed - $35.00 Non-Neutered/Spayed - $50.00

For more information about the Woolwich Dog Tag Program please contact the Township of 
Woolwich at 519-669-6009.

As a dog owner, it is your responsibility to pick up after your dog. 
Please respect your neighbours and your neighbourhood. 

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to discuss the draft 2017 budgets as required by 
section 290 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended:

• Tax-supported operating budget; and

• Tax-supported capital budget;

at three special budget meetings on January 12th, January 19th and January 26th, 2017, each commencing 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, Municipal Offi ce, 24 Church Street West, Elmira.

The Draft Budget Highlight Report is available to view on the Township website.

Richard Petherick, CPA, CMA
Director of Finance & Treasurer

of Furniture, Antiques, Shop Tools 
and Farm Support Items

Sale to be held at 7213 Line 86 Wallenstein, 
approx. 6kms west of Elmira

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21 @ 10AM
Shop Equipment steel cut off saw, Heavy Duty drill press, 
large �oor model tool box, Lincoln Stik welder, metal bolt 
bin, battery charger, grinder, Dewalt cordless drill kit, 
Shop  Vac, scroll saw, large bench vice, Halogen lights, 4’ 
work bench, portable air compressor, tables full of good 
hand and power tools. Too much to list. Extension cords.
Lawn and Garden Equipment Troy-Bilt Pony tiller reartine 
(like new), commercial walk behind mower w electric 
start, battery operated s/p mower, gas push mower, Ari-
ens walk behind snowblower, M&D snowblower. 
Truck Accessories  Back Racks, Box rails, Step bars, 5th 
wheel hitch (heavy), window visors, Tonneau covers & more.
Antiques Hand held corn sheller, cream can, 3/4 bed 
(nice), sideboard w clock shelf (nice), Bonnet chest, trea-
dle sewing machines, wash stand w Harp, swing mirror 
dressers, press back chairs, parlour tables, kids rocker, 
fainting couch, plank bottom chairs, setee, and more.
Furniture 3 pc Light coloured book case bedroom set, 
3 pc double size bedroom set, brown electric lift chair, 
glider rocker, 2 drawer �le cabinets, hall tree, drop leaf 
table, Kenmore sewing machine in cabinet w elevator, 
extension tables, blanket boxes, 3 pc coffee table set, 
Grandfather clock, �oral sofa and chair, lots more, the 
building is packed. 
Misc Household Kitchen Aid mixer on stand, electric 
heaters, metal butcher’s apron, rubber back mat, mantel 
and wall clocks, vacuum cleaners, Crokinole board, Ac-
cordian in case, large pressure cooker, lots of boxes to be 
unpacked too late to advertise. 
Tires  4-205/65R16 tires, 2-265/75R16 tires on 
rims, 2-265/65R18 tires, 1 LT 315/70R17 tire on rim, 
4-185/60R14 tires, Dodge van rims and more. 
Note For full listing & photos visit our website 
www.bowmanauctions.ca 
We will be selling with 2 auction rings most of the day. 
Well over 1000 lots. A good, clean auction.

DOUBLE RING  
MULTIPLE ESTATE 
& CONSIGNMENT

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Of�ce: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website:  
www.bowmanauctions.ca 

AUCTIONEERS:
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of

Antiques, collectibles and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at the K.W. Khaki Club, 

2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles
South of Wellesley, on

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21ST  
@ 10:00 A.M.

ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES:  Small tables.  
Oak pedestal coffee table (1/4 cut).  Old 
wheel barrow.  Cradle.  Straw bee hive skep.  
Buggy Whip display ring.  Buggy jacks.  Burl 
mallet.  Duck & goose decoys.  Old fishing 
lures.  Boring machine.  Log marking tool. 
Broad axes.  Small anvil.  Ice tongs.  Early 
2 prong fork.  Early tools to open shipping 
crates.  Kuntz & Heuther porcelain ashtrays.  
Beer trays.  Key cutting sign.  Tinware 
including Eaton’s Motor Oil.  Wooden pop 
crates.  Milk bottles.  Milk bottle crate.  
Wooden pop crates.  Hats & hat boxes.  Hand 
crank Singer Sewing machine with case.  
Cigar boxes.  Ginger beer bottles.  Wood 
bench vice.  Buggy whip display ring.  Shell & 
Ammo boxes. 13 Beswick horses.  Costume 
jewelry.  Blow torches.  Egg baskets.  Wall 
box.  Niagara Falls motion lamp.  Old planes 
& levels.  Stereoscope.  Bottles.  Metal & 
wooden toys.  Reliable doll. Old games.  
Honey tins.  Local early photographs.  
Costume jewelry.  Folk art.  View Masters 
& reels.  Yard sticks.  Canes.  Hooked 
rugs.  Swarovski crystal.  Wooden fish & 
animals.  New old stock GM car parts, Ford 
& Dodge ephemera.  52 Lilliput Lane items.  
Quilt & quilt top.  Native basket.  Wooden 
signs. Knights of Columbus Circus counter 
display (Brantford).  Graniteware.  Redware 
crocks, jars & pots.  Louis Armstrong Toby 
mug & other memorabilia.  Royal Doultons.  
Reference & History books.  Large quantity 
of dishware including Sadler sets, Johnson 
Bros, Grindley, Royal Doulton, Carltonware, 
Nippon, Noritake, Limoges, Meakin, Wade, 
Moorcroft lidded dish, Royal Albert, etc.
NOTE – See www.auctionsfind.com/
gerber for complete list & photos.  Terms – 
Cash, debit or cheque with I.D.  10% buyer’s 
premium.
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998Since 1998

For digging through frozen ground! 
• Trenching
• Excavating
• Back fill compaction plate
• Laneway sanding available

INTRODUCING OUR PIC BUCKET

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE BREAKING
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!

S
PA

C
E

F
O

R
 R

E
N

T

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com
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SELLING 
YOUR HOME?
ADVERTISE IT IN ONTARIO’S 

BEST COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME MARKET EVALUATION.

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4
519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,

519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.caWOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

We donate a portion of our 
commission from every house sale to 
the Woolwich Community Services

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie

Shanna

commission from every house sale to commission from every house sale to 
the Woolwich Community Services

Paradigm (Elmira) 
Homes - CALL TODAY 
TO RESERVE YOUR 
UNIT on future 
executive town home 
developments Coming 
soon, Block of 5 and 
Block of 4, bungalow & 
bungalow-loft plans. 
EXCLUSIVE.

SOUTHWOOD ESTATES EXECUTIVE TOWN HOMES BACKSPLIT SEMI 
$319,900 NORTH 
WATERLOO Wonderful 
opportunity to own a clean 
well maintained home, 
double driveway and double 
detached garage/workshop, 
133' deep fenced yard!  4 
levels, 3 bdrms, 2 
bathrooms, family room with 
gas fireplace, Cul-de sac 
location, appliances 
included, newer roof.  NEW 
MLS

YOUR OWN OASIS CLOSE TO THE CITY 
$849,900 FLORADALE A must see 5.24 acre wooded lot near KW.  
Extensively renovated home with many unique features.  Entertain in 
the Chefs gourmet kitchen completed with oversized island open to a 
dining area, granite counters & built in appliances, bonus formal 
dining, living room offers a field stone fireplace, main floor master suite 
with ensuite, walk-in and two way fireplace.  One of a kind under 
ground brick archway to press house/wine cellar.  Enjoy peace & 
quiet of nature on the interlock patio or on a bush walk.  Detached 
triple car garage/shop. MLS

YOUR OWN OASIS CLOSE TO THE CITY 

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, JANUARY 15TH • 1:00-3:00PM  | 7032 FLORADALE ROAD, FLORADALE

NEW LISTING!

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

List Now While Inventory is Low! 

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONHOME EVALUATIONFREEThinking About Selling? FREEFREECall today 
and book a

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Mount Forest - 
This 35 acre 
property features a 
mix of bush & wet 
areas. Great building 
site for future hobby 
farm, dream home, 
or perfect retreat 
location. MLS.

$198,000$198,000$198,000$198,000

Arthur - Open 
concept main floor 
with kitchen island. 
Massive basement 
with large recreation 
room and bedroom 
or office space. New 
roof in 2012. Great 
starter home for first 
time buyers . MLS $324,000$324,000$324,000

Heidelberg -  Minutes 
from KW, set on a large 
lot in a welcoming 
crescent, this home has 
a fully fenced large back 
yard.  Updates include 
roof, sump pump, and 
septic system! Make this 
your dream home! MLS.

$499,000$499,000$499,000

Waterloo -  3 Bedrm 
2 Bathrm, deck and 
patio, mature trees, 
extra-large garage (31 
x 18), all new doors 
and windows in the 
last 5 years, newer 
kitchen, finished rec 
room and new metal 
roof in 2015. MLS $349,000$349,000$349,000

$439,900$439,900$439,900$439,900$439,900

Drayton – Yet to be built bungalow. Pick your finishes & colors 
throughout the house. MLS.

Elmira - Choose your finishes in this 2 bedroom semi-detached 
bungalow. 4 other floor plans and appropriate pricing available. MLS.

$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900 $468,900$468,900$468,900Drayton – Yet 
to be built 
Foxwood-model 
2-storey. 2076 
sqft. Will build 
to suit. MLS.

areas. Great building 
site for future hobby 
farm, dream home, 
or perfect retreat 
location. MLS.

$198,000$198,000$198,000$198,000$198,000$198,000

SOLD

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

List Now While Inventory is Low! 
Waterloo -  3 Bedrm Waterloo -  3 Bedrm Waterloo

List Now While Inventory is Low! 
Waterloo -  3 Bedrm Waterloo -  3 Bedrm Waterloo

OPEN HOUSE
List Now While Inventory is Low! 

Saturday, January 14, 1-3pm
187 Bridgeport Rd. E., Waterloo

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

FREE Market Evaluation

$315,000 NEW LISTING, LINWOOD! Great starter home offers 3 bedrooms, 
renovated bathroom, large family room with fireplace, eat-in kitchen, walk-up from 
basement, large lot. Steps to Linwood Public School. MLS. Call Bert to view.

NEW
PRICE!

Serving the community for 25 years!

NEW LISTING | Drayton | $349,500
Look at the spacious yard of 100 ft by 175 ft ( plus a bonus 25 ft)  
deep.3 bedroom 3 bath, 2 gas fireplaces, vaulted ceiling, large front 
porch, dble garage 24 x 22.  Edge of town, backing onto farm land. 
Don't delay. Call Dale. MLS

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale
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OBITUARY

BIRTHDAY

OBITUARY

RETIREMENT

OBITUARY

THANK YOU

OBITUARY

IN MEMORIAM

FAMILY ALBUM

Hill, Elmer
Passed away peacefully with his fam-
ily by his side at Barnswallow Place, 
Elmira on Wednesday, January 4, 2017, 
in his 89th year. Beloved husband of the 
late Clementine (Clemy Sittler, 2009). 
Loving father of Ruth Ann (Larry) 
Hammond, Sandy Sim, and Brenda 
(Steve) Straus. Cherished grandpa of 
Tracy (Rick) Bode, Todd (Jen) Ham-
mond, Heather Sim (Matt Walsh), 
Helen (Doug) Schlueter, and Pete and 
Andy Straus. Fun loving great-grandpa 
(Papa) to Kirsten, Mia, Jake and Devon 
Bode; Matthew and Gavin Hammond; 
Lyla Straus; Dylan and Zachary Schlu-
eter. Lovingly remembered by sisters 
Mary Cassolato, Shirley Innocente 
and Doris Hoffman, and his cousin 
Ron Hill. Predeceased by his son-in-
law Geordie Sim, parents Vernon and 
Margaret (Noble) Hill, brother John 
(Jack) Hill, and sister Marjorie Craig. 
Elmer and Clemy were residents of 
St. Jacobs for 60 years. They loved to 
walk the trails, work in the garden and 
their family trips to Florida. Visita-
tion for family and friends was held 
on Friday, January 6, 2017 at Calvary 
United Church, 48 Hawkesville Road, 
St. Jacobs from 10 a.m. until the time 
of service at 11 a.m. Interment fol-
lowed in Calvary United Cemetery. In 
Elmer’s memory, donations to Calvary 
United Church, St. Jacobs would be ap-
preciated as expressions of sympathy. 
Arrangements entrusted to Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Stanley E. “Stan”
It is with great sadness that we have to 
announce the sudden passing of Stan, 
who went home to be with his Lord 
and Saviour, on Tuesday, January 10, 
2017 at Grand River Hospital, at the 
age of 60 years. Beloved husband and 
best friend of Doris (Shoemaker) for 
37 years. Loving father of sons Jamie 
(Mary) and Kelly, and daughter Julie, 
all of Elmira. He adored his grandchil-
dren Coby and Natalie. Son-in-law of 
Edna Shoemaker of Elmira. Brother of 
Clifford (Lois) Martin, Violet (Abner) 
Gingrich, Paul Martin, Vera (Eugene) 
Bauman, Mervin (Vera) Martin, and 
Verda (David) Martin. Brother-in-law 
of Daryl (Karen) Shoemaker, Diane 
(Keith) Snyder, and Janet (Tim) Frey. 
Lovingly remembered by his many 
nieces, nephews and their families, as 
well as his many friends. Stan was a 
longtime and faithful employee for 31 
years at Wallenstein Feed and Supply. 
He had a special place in his heart for 
all his co-workers. Predeceased by his 
parents Edwin and Susannah Martin, 
father-in-law Vernon Shoemaker, and 
sister-in-law Eileen Martin. The family 
will receive their relatives and friends 
on Thursday, January 12, 2017 from 7-9 
p.m. at Crystal View Mennonite Church, 
2167 Floradale Rd., RR 1, Elmira. Visita-
tion will continue at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira, 
on Friday, January 13, 2017 from 2-4 
and 7-9 p.m. A funeral service will be 
held at Crystal View Mennonite Church 
on Saturday, January 14, 2017 at 2 p.m. 
Interment in the adjoining cemetery. In 
Stan’s memory, donations to Christian 
Aid Ministries or Grand River Regional 
Cancer Centre would be appreciated as 
expressions of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Selina (Sally)
Sally passed away peacefully and went 
to be with her Saviour and Lord, at the 
age of 106 years, on Monday, January 
9, 2017 at Luther Village, Waterloo. 
Born on December 11, 1910 in Elmira, 
she was the eldest daughter of the 
late Emmanuel and Lovina Martin. 
Sally will be greatly missed by her 
sisters Luella Martin of Waterloo and 
Miriam (Derek) Parke of Ottawa. Lov-
ingly remembered by seven nieces 
and nephews, and their families. 
Predeceased by her parents, brothers 
Sydney, Harvey, and Mahlon, and sis-
ters Martha Martin and Ermina (Mina) 
Ellis. The family wishes to thank the 
staff of CCAC Waterloo, and the staff 
and nurses at Luther Village for their 
kind and loving care in keeping Sally 
comfortable in her last days. Visitation 
will take place on Saturday, January 
21, 2017 from 10 a.m. until the funeral 
service time at 11 a.m. at the Dreis-
inger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., 
Elmira. A reception will follow in the 
funeral home. Spring interment will 
take place in Elmira Mennonite Cem-
etery. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to Missionary Aviation Fel-
lowship or Wycliffe Bible Translators 
of Canada Inc. would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Remers, Elisabeth Luise 
1923 - 2017

Elisabeth Luise (Furler) Remers, of 
Elmira, passed away peacefully on 
Monday, January 9, 2017, at the age of 
94 years. She  was the beloved wife of 
the late Rudi Remers (July 2002) for 
55 years. Dear mother of Inge (Walter) 
Lawrence, Hildegard, Ruth, Herb, 
Wally (Elaine), and Tony Remers. 
Lovingly remembered by her stepson 
Friedhelm Remers of Berlin, Germany. 
Loved “Oma” to seven grandchildren 
and seven great-grandchildren: Randy 
Indoe, Angela (Dennis) Gingrich, Mark 
(Paula) Remers, Ryan Remers, Jeremy 
Remers (deceased October 2016), Krys-
tal Remers, and Charmaine (Michel) 
Martel; Anna, Rebecca and Rachel 
Gingrich, Anna Kenny, Matthias and 
Daniella Remers, and Myka Martel. 
Lovingly remembered by her sister’s 
daughter Hannelore Müller of Ettlin-
gen, Germany, and also by the many 
nieces, nephews and their families 
in the Remers family. Elisabeth will 
be deeply missed by her many dear 
friends. Predeceased  by her parents 
Anton and Olga (Wagner) Furler; her 
only sister Helene Koreckyi (2002), 
and her brother-in-law Peter Koreckyi 
(1996). Visitation will take place on 
Thursday, January 12, 2017  from 2-4 
and 7-9 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A me-
morial service will be held on Friday, 
January 13, 2017 at 11 a.m. at Woodside 
Bible Fellowship, 200 Barnswallow 
Dr., Elmira. A reception will follow 
in the Fellowship Hall.   Interment 
will take place at 10 a.m., prior to the 
service, at Elmira Union Cemetery. 
In memory of Elisabeth, donations to 
the Elmira District Community Living 
(EDCL), Woodside Bible Fellowship or 
The Gideons would be appreciated as 
expressions of sympathy. The family 
wishes to extend special thanks to the 
CCAC and Care Partners staff for the 
care given to our mother.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 75th 
Birthday Dennis

Love Margaret, Steve, Kristine, and Bethany

Thank you,
to the kind and helpful 
bystanders, Elmira Fire  
and Rescue volunteers, 

Officer M. Douglas of the 
W.R.P.S. and paramedics 
who helped us following  

our car accident  
December 11th, 2016.  

We are healing well and 
are very thankful for your 

generous care and support.
  

Sincerely,  
Luanne Hanes

Joan and Richard Lawrence

Congratulations  
Phyllis (Lichty) Jantzi

Love from your family,

on your retirement from the 
Milverton Medical Centre

Wayne
Jason & Cindy, Connor, Hudson

Scott & Andrea, Adaya, Kai, Piper

Stan Klein
who passed away 5 years ago

January 16, 2012

Nothing can ever take away 
The love a heart holds dear, 

Fond memories linger every day,
Remembrance keeps him near.

Love always Rita, Patsy & Steve, Ruby & Rascal too

BIRTHDAY

Doggonit, everyone  
loves a birthday!

Surprise your loved ones with a  
notice in The Observer.
Book an ad online or 
calling 519-669-5790

DIETRICH, SISTER MILDRED (SISTER M. EDWARDINE) CSJ | 
The Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Canada 
(Hamilton) are saddened to announce the death of Sister 
Mildred Dietrich at St. Joseph’s Residence, Hamilton, 2017 
in her 73rd year as a Sister of St. Joseph. She was born in 
St. Clements, 

DEATH NOTICE

LITWILLER, LEONARD EARL | Peacefully at Parkwood Men-
nonite Home on Saturday, January 7, 2017 at the age of 90. 

DEATH NOTICE
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LIVING HERE
VOLUNTEERISM / SUPPORTING COMMUNITY

IT’S THE MIDDLE OF Janu-
ary and life is getting back 
to normal: the kids are back 
to school and the shop is 
back to our one speed of 
busy! To maintain the pace, 
some healthy choices are 
needed to keep us full of 
energy.  

January is a new start 
and an opportunity for 
change, including some 
healthier eating – I choose 
to think of it as creating 
more room in our lives for 
the things we want to do 
rather than the things we 
shouldn’t be doing. For 
me, then, the challenge is 
finding the time to put all 
the New Year’s ideas into 
action.

With that in mind, re-
working dinner is always 
part of the equation. That 
extends to encouraging 
others to freshen up their 
menu choices.

This salad is quick in 
preparation, as is the salm-
on dish. Enjoy the idea and 
practice of eating clean. 
Keep up the effort of mak-
ing your life a better place 
to be!   

Eating 
healthy 
energizes 
our goal of 
change for 
the new 
year

CHEF’S TABLE | 25RETIREMENT | 25

Floradale fire station to recognize the contributions of three retiring 
firefighters, Oscar Clemmer, Delford Martin and Cecil Martin, who’ve 

put in more than a century of service to the department

LIZ BEVAN

WITH MORE THAN 100 
years of combined experi-
enced between them, three 
long-time firefighters will 
certainly be missed by their 
colleagues at the Floradale 
fire station.

Oscar Clemmer, Delford 
Martin and Cecil Martin 
are all being recognized on 

Jan. 28 for their work in the 
community, responding 
to calls with the Floradale 
crew. The three firefighters 
are retiring, and depart-
ment chief Dennis Frey 
says it is no easy task to 
make up for the lost experi-
ence and camaraderie the 
three men brought to the 
table.

“All those years of experi-

ence that you get, you just 
can’t go out and replace. 
Doesn’t matter how much 
you read a textbook, how 
many practices you do, 
how many pre-service 
programs you go through, 
it is still that real life ex-
perience that teaches you 
things,” he said. 

The more experienced 
firefighters set an example 

– they’re the ones to follow, 
Frey added.

“The older you get, the 
more calm and collected 
they are while responding 
to calls. You get your young 
guys who are ready, and hy-
per and want to drive fast, 
rush through stuff, so we 
will be losing the calmness, 
the stability. To replace 
that, we can only do that 

through experience,” said 
Frey. “We will miss those 
older guys setting the ex-
ample, saying, ‘we are just 
going to take a deep breath, 
okay now, let’s go.’ Instead 
of go, go, go. Just that tone 
they set. We call it situ-
ational awareness. When 
you are burning a five-foot 

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Cecil Martin, Oscar Clemmer and Delford Martin are getting ready to retire after decades as part of the Woolwich Township Fire Department at the Floradale station.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

After years of service, it’s time 
to let others answer the call

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON
www.leroysautocare.net

Accredited 
Test & Repair Facility

When you turn your vehicle’s heat up do you 
smell an unpleasant odor? It might be time for 
a new cabin air fi lter! The general guideline for 
replacing cabin air fi lters is every 20,000 to 
25,000 kms, or at least once a year. Filters 
not regularly changed can result in decreased 
heating and air conditioning performance. Stop 
in today with your vehicle, we would be happy to 
take a look for you or answer any questions you 
may have! At Leroy’s we want you to stay warm 
this winter! ~Travis Martin
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

JANUARY 17

AMONG FRIENDS SUPPORT GROUP – This new informal 
support group is offered by Woolwich Community 
Health Centre for women who have experienced the 
death of their partner. Support and friendship will 
be developed over coffee, tea and dessert. We will 
be meeting at Crossroads Restaurant, 384 Arthur St. 
S., Elmira every third Tuesday of the month, 10–11:30 
a.m. For more information please call Julie at 519-
664-3794, ext. 229.

GALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH INVITES you to our 
Tuesday luncheon at the church stating at 11:30 a.m. 
The menu includes chili, salad and bread with cake 
and a beverage for $12.

JANUARY 28

JOIN US FOR A spaghetti dinner and salad bar at 
the Royal Canadian Legion, 11 First St. E., Elmira. Two 
sittings: 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets purchased in advance 
at the Legion. Adults $10, 5-10yrs $4, under 5 $2. Call 
519-669-2932.

FEBRUARY 4

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY LIONS CLUB is hosting the 
annual Trivia Challenge, Lions Hall, Elmira - doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. fun begins at 7. A fun evening of 
trivia and competition.  Teams of eight will compete 
against other teams for the title of Trivia Master - 
prizes. Cash prizes for top three teams. Snacks, cash 
bar, fun challenging trivia and some surprises. You 
must sign up in advance. For more info email Carol at 
wclctrivia@gmail.com.  Must be 19 yrs of age or older.

FEBRUARY 8

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us for 
a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at Calvary 
United Church, St. Jacobs. Cost is $11. Call 519-664-
1900 by noon Feb. 6.

FEBRUARY 9

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend Comedy Juggling - John Park, Devotional: 
Darcy Dueck, Piano: Christy Hoffman. Starts at 10:30 
a.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested 
donation $7 includes hot meal at noon.

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us 
for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at the 
Breslau Community Centre. Cost is $6. Call 519-664-
1900 or 1-855-664-1900 by noon Feb. 6.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and 
seniors has guest speaker Sheila Forler Bauman, 
physiotherapist from Woolwich Physiotherapy 
lecturing on Heroes and Role Models in Rio, 2016.  
Please join us, 10 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre 58 St. Charles St. E., Maryhill. Admission is $2. 
Enjoy tea or coffee and a delicious snack.

FEBRUARY 15

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us 
for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at the 
Wellesley Community Centre. Cost is $6. Call 519-664-
1900 or 1-855-664-1900 by noon Feb. 13.

FEBRUARY 22

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us 
for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at 
the Linwood Community Centre. Cost is $11. Call 
519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900 by noon Feb. 17.

FEBRUARY 27

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join 
us for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment 
at the Woolwich Memorial Centre, Elmira. Cost is 
$6. Call 519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900 by noon 
Feb. 23.

MARCH 9

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites 
you to attend “Is It Alzheimer’s?” Nancy Martin, 
RPN and Lindsay Wilson, educators. Devotional: 
Paster Ron Seabrooke. Music: Alee Wiens. Starts 
at 10:30 a.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship. 
Suggested donation $7 includes hot meal at noon.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and 
seniors has guest speaker Jim Rodger, co-
ordinator of the Prime Minister’s Statues and 
Educational Resources Advisory Committee. 
Lecture topic: The Prime Minister’s Home is our 
Castle.  Please join us, 10 a.m. at the Maryhill 
Community Centre 58 St. Charles St. E., Maryhill. 
Admission is $2. Enjoy tea or coffee and a 
delicious snack.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Jesus on Anger

Sunday, January 15th

9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

The King’s 
Speech
The King’s 
Speech

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Matt Robinson

Reach the 
Curious

Sunday, Jan. 15th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Circle of Grace 
Introduction

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

21 Arthur St. N., Box 25, Elmira
519-669-5560 • www.trinityunitedelmira.ca

 TRINITY UNITED CHURCH

Love, Learn & Live by Christ’s Teachings

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:30am - Contemporary Worship
11:00am - Traditional Worship

Clergy: Rev. Sue Campbell
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2012 DODGE JOURNEY R/T AWD
3.6 liter V6 engine, all-wheel drive,leather interior, 
heated seats, Navigation/GPS, rear back-up camera, 
Bluetooth connectivity and more. Comes with Gold 
Plan extended warranty.Only 78,500 kilometers. 
Finished in copper bronze. $18,995.

170
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 CHRYSLER 200 LIMITED SEDAN
Limited edition with leather interior, heated seats, 
auto-start, power sunroof, 18 inch aluminum wheels 
and much more. Previous daily rental. Finished in white. 
Only 47,500 kilometers. $14,995.

102
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 RAM PROMASTER CITY CARGO VAN
Economical 4 cylinder engine with 9-speed automatic 
transmission.Lots of room for your cargo. Equipped 
with air conditioning, Bluetooth connectivity, power 
windows/locks, cruise control and more. Daily rental unit 
with only 1500 kilometers. Finished in white. $21,995.

149
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

•RAY FREDERICK 
•COLIN KROPF 
•JEFF JOHNSON.

 All sale prices exclude 
H.S.T, and License Fee. 
Fixed rates, based on 

bi-weekly payments O.A.C. 
Finance rates are only 

good for date of 
publication.

SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

Need a New
Vehicle?

Visit us today!

Call one
of our

sales reps
today!

212
96 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2016 CHRYSLER 300C ALL-WHEEL DRIVE
Top-of-line Platinum Edition with all the extras including 
leather heated seats,panoranic sunroof,GPS-naviga-
tion,back-up camera,remote start,and much more.Pre-
vious daily rental.Finished in Ivory Tri-coat,has only 
20,900 kilometers.$34,995.

2012 CHRYSLER 300 AWD LIMITED SEDAN
All-wheel-drive to handle Canadian winters., V6 engine 
with 8 spd auto trans, leather heated seats, GPS 
navigation, back-up camera, remote start, bluetooth/U-
connect and much more. Finished in medium grey, only 
56,900kms. $22,995

205
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 RAM 1500 BIG HORN CREW 4X4
One owner trade-in. Big Horn package with bucket 
seats & center console,heated seats & heated steering 
wheel, remote start, 8.4 Uconnect with Bluetooth, rear 
back-up camera & more. 76,900 kms. Red. $32,995.

223
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$162
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE NORTH
Has only 30,900 kilometers. North edition equipped 
with V6 engine, 9 speed automatic transmission, 
heated cloth seats and heated steering wheel, remote 
start, 8.4 Uconnect with Bluetooth and much more. 
Finished in Billet metallic. $23,995.

242
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2012 RAM 1500 SLT QUAD CAB 4X4
One owner trade-in with low kilometers.Has 5.7 V8 
Hemi engine. SLT model with remote start,Uconnect 
voice command with Bluetooth and more. Finished in 
Deep Cherry.Only 58,300 kilometers.$26,995.

salt and pepper and toss.  
Tuck orange slices into 

salad and sprinkle with feta 
cheese.

Pan-seared 
Salmon 
4 portions of salmon
2 Tbsp. of grainy Dijon
2 Tbsp. maple syrup 
Cracked pepper 
Sea salt

Preheat oven to 375 F. 
Combine the grainy mus-

tard and maple syrup. Pat 
dry salmon fillet and sea-
son with salt and pepper.

Place a cast iron pan on 
burner on medium heat. 
Season with olive oil. Add 
salmon flesh side down, 
and sear until there is a 
nice crust.  

Turn over the salmon 
and add the mustard mix-
ture.  

Place in oven and roast 
for approximately 12-15 
minutes.  

Serve with salad.

Rejuvenating 
Moroccan 
Mint and 
Spinach 
Salad 
1/4 cup fresh orange juice
1-1/2 Tbsp. minced onion
1 Tbsp. red wine vinegar
1 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice
1 tsp. finely grated orange peel
1 tsp. rose water 
1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1/4 cup thinly sliced red onion 
4 large oranges 
5-ounce package spinach
1/2 bunch mint
1/4 cup pitted black olives
3 Tbsp. of feta cheese, 
drained and crumbled 

For the dressing, whisk 
first six ingredients in 
small bowl. Gradually 
whisk in oil. Season with 
salt and pepper.   

Place onion in large 
bowl. Add 1/3 of dressing, 
toss and let marinate for 20 
minutes. 

Cut off peel and pith 
from oranges. Cut each 
orange crosswise into 8 
slices. Add spinach, torn 
mint and olives to bowl 
with onion; sprinkle with 

CHEF’S TABLE: Going healthy
FROM | 23

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

RETIREMENT: They’ve got plenty of stories and memories to share
FROM | 23

flame out the back end, you 
don’t see that stuff.”

Oscar Clemmer was with 
the Floradale station for 45 
years, the longest serving 
of the three retirees. He 
says there was never a dull 
day while on call. 

“It was 45 years of in-
teresting experiences. I 
learned a lot, and we did 
a lot of good deeds in the 
community. That was the 
goal. All of the calls were 
situations that someone 
needed help with,” he said. 
“If someone had a prob-
lem, you are responsible 
for looking after them. All 
people in our line of work 
understand that. That is 
the goal – help the commu-
nity in a disaster situation. 
It was an interesting career, 
that’s for sure. I just wanted 
to do my part.”

Clemmer doesn’t have 
any concrete plans for his 
retirement, but he says he 
plans to slow things down. 

“I am just going to be tak-
ing it easy,” he said. “I have 
been there, done that.”

Delford Martin was a 
member of the department 
for more than 38 years, 
responding to more than a 
few memorable calls.

“I was going through my 
photo album while making 

one for myself, and there 
was some that were very 
interesting, and some that 
I don’t mind forgetting,” 
he shared. “As far as barn 
fires, there were a number 
of them, but not in the last 
couple of years. We went 
to one in the heat of the 
summer. It was extremely 
hot out, and we had to cool 
ourselves off in the porto 
tank – the big supply tank 
outside of the pumper 
truck. We jumped right in 
there and went for a swim.”

He recalled another 
incident that was a close 
call for him. He was fight-
ing a barn fire for too long, 

and ended up needing an 
oxygen mask to breath nor-
mally again.

“There aren’t too many 
of those barn fires any-
more. I hope that it is be-
cause people are being safe 
out there,” he said. 

Now that his nearly 40 
years at the fire department 
are behind him, Martin 
says he still isn’t going to be 
slowing down. 

“I think the kids and the 
grandkids will be taking up 
all of my time. I have six 
grandchildren that I love 
and I will enjoy working 
with them. That will take 
up most of my time, for 

sure. I won’t be sitting back 
and do nothing,” he said 
with a laugh.

For Cecil Martin, the job 
was all about helping peo-
ple and the friendship cre-
ated between firefighters. 

“It was a good bunch of 
fellas to have around if we 
had a rough one. We could 
all sit around and chat 
and they were just such a 
great group to work with,” 
he said. “You have to have 
that kind of relationship, to 
stick it out that long, and to 
be able to trust each other. 
They have got your back, 
and you have to be com-
fortable about that.”

Delford Martin, Oscar Clemmer and Cecil Martin together had more than 100 years of firefighting experience. The three are retiring this 
month, and will be honoured with a celebration dinner. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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ACROSS
1. Monk’s title
4. Bonier
11. Obviously surprised
16. Kind of deposit
17. Witness
18. UCLA player
19. Atoll protector
21. Gnawers
22. Noblemen
23. Theme
25. 30-day mo.
26. Attempts
27. Bedouin
30. Lasting 12 months
33. Vistas
37. Christian ___
38. Island chain
39. “Flying Down to ___”
40. Turn black, maybe
41. Indifference
44. Capital of Ethiopia
47. Farm area
48. Be rife (with)
49. Bouquet
51. “Roots,” e.g.
55. Blockhead

58. Authorization
61. Attorney’s last words
65. Expire
66. Dashboard abbr.
67. “Walking on Thin Ice” 
singer
68. ___’easter
69. Sibyls
72. Bulgarian monetary unit
75. Doctrine
76. Composed
77. Show ___
79. Marina sight
83. 1957 #1 song
84. Flower part
87. Back
88. A deadly sin
89. Particle theory
91. Directly
92. Drunken
93. Fine
94. Antlered animal
DOWN
1. Quad building
2. Sweet sandwich
3. Convene
4. ‘Monopoly’ square

5. “20/20” network
6. Dos Passos trilogy
7. Hoover Dam
8. Excursion
9. “___ Heartbeat” (Amy 
Grant hit)
10. Lo-___
11. Abnormal
12. Holy ___
13. Halo
14. Light lager
15. Print measures
20. Dry sherry of Spain
24. First family of 1975
26. Starchy tubers
28. Poet Angelou
29. Amorphous creature
31. Common Market inits.
32. Bathtub liquid?
33. Behind
34. Assistant
35. Connecting point
36. Misdirects
42. Finger, in a way
43. Dermatologist’s concern
45. Mosque V.I.P.
46. “Giovanna d’___” 

(Verdi opera)
50. Calculator, at times
52. Affectation
53. Be slack-jawed
54. “___ for the poor”
56. Clean
57. Backgammon piece
59. De Valera’s land
60. Destitute
61. “Help!”
62. Disentangle
63. Berth place
64. Aggravate
70. Skin problem
71. Fly high
73. Contents of some 
cartridges
74. Die down
78. Computer symbol
80. Give up
81. Cart
82. Arduous journey
83. Apply gently
84. 50 Cent piece
85. “Cool” amount
86. “C’___ la vie!”
90. Sinatra’s ‘__ Way’

Do you sound out the words on the page, or see each word as a whole?

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

Brisbane, Australia

John and Linda Bruder spent 7 magical 
weeks in the “land down under,” 
home of newlyweds, Kathryn and Josh 
Robinson. They hiked to Captain Cook’s 
Memorial Cairn, the place where it is 
determined that Captain Cook landed 
when he discovered Australia, in the town 
of Agnes Water/Town of 1770.

LOCATION

CAPTION

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Q. Are you a speed-reader, 
or a phonological dawdler 
over a printed page?

A. We are all speed readers, 
recognizing whole words on 
sight rather than sounding 
them out letter by letter as 
children do when learning 
to read, says Roni Jacobson 
in “Scientific American” 
magazine. According to a 
new study in “Neuroimage,” 
eventually our brains com-
pile a “visual dictionary” to 
keep words near the area 
that recognizes faces.

When San Diego State’s 
Laurie Glezer and colleagues 
studied 27 native, monolin-
gual English speakers read-

ing homophones like “hare” 
and “hair,” they noticed that 
the words activated separate 
visual “entries” in the brain. 
“The same group of neurons 
would have lit up if the brain 
was sounding the homo-
phones out.” Both visual and 
phonological aspects are 
critical for reading.

There’s the notion that 
when learning to read, 
phonics is the way to go. 
This study refutes that idea: 
Skilled readers build up a 
visual vocabulary wherein 
they see a familiar word as 
a whole. However, those 
with reading disorders may 
have trouble developing or 
accessing the brain’s visual 
dictionary. More study is 
planned with “subjects who 
are dyslexic and others who 
are deaf — individuals who 
also tend to have trouble 
learning to read.” 

Q. They’re an evolution-
ary success story for sure, 
with this order com-
prising about one-fifth 
of all living mammals. 
The order is Chiroptera, 
for “hand-wings,” and 
they’re found on every 
continent but Antarctica. 
What are these shadowy 
creatures commonly 
called?

A. They’re bats, and while 
they’ve been symbols of 
good luck in China, most 
of the world has associ-
ated them with night and 
darkness and danger, says 
Gemma Tarlach in “Discov-
er” magazine. Neither birds 
nor rodents, bats have been 
capable of powered flight 
for 50 million years or more, 
but “unlike the more rigid 
wings of birds and insects, 
bat wings have multiple 
joints and move in and out 

as well as up, down, back 
and forth with every stroke.” 
Like birds, though, the outer 
layer of their skin contains 
a compound that enhances 
pliability. “No other mam-
mal has this adaptation.” 
Also, a recent study “found 
that when competing for 
food, Mexican free-tailed 
bats emit an ultrasonic 
signal that effectively blocks 
the sound waves another bat 
sends out to home in on an 
insect,” causing the rival to 
miss its target.

Finally for a few myths 
that need debunking: Bats 
do not get tangled in long 
hair; the notion is said to 
trace back to an early Chris-
tian edict that women must 
cover their heads because 
their hair attracted demons, 
and bats as “devilish” crea-
tures “were assumed to 
also have a thing for hair.” 

Second, most bats are not 
vampire-like: “Only three 
of the more than 1200 bat 
species are sanguivorous. 
Any bat you meet is far more 
likely to eat a mosquito or 
pollinate fruit than go for 
your jugular.”
Q. Have you had enuf of 
spelling changes in the 
English language—“enuf” 
for “enough,” “donut” 
for “doughnut”? If not, 
chew on a few more and 
try to name their ori-
gins: “ornery,” “passel,” 
“raiment,” “sassy” and 
“tarnal.”

A. Surprisingly, “ornery” is 
an alteration of “ordinary” 
or “commonplace,” but 
over time it has taken on a 
more negative definition of 
“cantankerous,” “irritable,” 
“stubborn,” writes Anu 
Garg on his A.Word.A.Day 
website. “Passel,” stemming 

from “parcel,” suggests a 
large group or a large num-
ber, as in “a whole passel of 
pups.” “Raiment,” or cloth-
ing, derives from “array-
ment,”; note its use by writer 
Tom Wolfe in “Esquire,” 
2016: “I wear this raiment 
while working at my desk.”

“Sassy” has its origin in 
“sauce,” from Latin “salsa,” 
from “sallere,” to salt. Be-
fore pop jazz-singer Sarah 
Vaughan was “the Divine 
One,” she was called “sassy” 
Sarah, meaning “bold,” 
“feisty,” “impudent.” Finally, 
“tarnal” is an alteration 
of “eternal” (as in “eternal 
damnation”) and in fact 
means “damned.” 

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE
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Grace Tupling
April 22, 2016 

PARENTS Ben & Anna Tupling
BIG SISTER  Hope

ELMIRA

Ellie Mae 
Koster

November 4, 2016
PARENTS Dave & Amanda Koster

GRANDPARENTS
Ed & Rita Koster, Mike & Cathy Schlupp

FLORADALE

Aria Paige 
Martin
October 13, 2016

PARENTS

Parry & Chantelle Martin
ELMIRA

Carter & Chase 
St. Louis

March 18, 2016
PARENTS

Leanne & John St. Louis
ELMIRA

Lena Joyce 
Zinger
February 9, 2016

PARENTS Jason Zinger & Robin Ralston
SISTER TO Lauryn, Madeline, Kate and Tessa

ELMIRA

Nova Marie 
Boese

July 24, 2016
PARENTS

Danielle & John Boese
ELMIRA

Isla Claire 
Grant Haight

May 10, 2016
PARENTS

Amber Grant & Ian Haight
BADEN

Oakley 
Draper
December 7, 2016

PARENTS Ryan & Melissa Draper 
BIG BROTHERS Braun & Jackson  

ELMIRA

Paige 
Gabriele Kron 

October 7, 2016 
PARENTS Brent & Kristin

GRANDPARENTS Pete & Karen Kron, 
Steve & Gabriele Sutton

MARYHILL

Avery 
Lorentz
November 19, 2016

PARENTS

Kim & Matt Lorentz
ST. CLEMENTS

Knox Peter 
Lareau

September 30, 2016
PARENTS

Marc & Sarah Lareau
ELMIRA

Kinsley Laine 
Martin
March 25, 2016

PARENTS

Gary & Jenn Martin
ELMIRA

Molly 
Elizabeth 

Price
PARENTS Matt & Marina Price

BIG BROTHER Oliver  BIG SISTER Lucy
WELLESLEY

Emma 
Rebecca 
Morby
March 16, 2016 

PARENTS Jason & Jessica Morby
KITCHENER

Emmett 
James Stallard

September 9, 2016
PARENTS Jake & Miranda Stallard

BIG BROTHER Kaden
WATERLOO
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WON’T LAST LONG!

13” X 13”
CERAMIC TILE

87¢
REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

WON’T LAST LONG!

KRONOSWISS
LAMINATE

77¢
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

WON’T LAST LONG!

STUNNING
LEDGESTONE

$297
REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

FROM

FROM
/SQ FT /SQ FT /SQ FT

FROM

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER! 2017 DOOR

 CRASHER! 2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

---3 DAYS ONLY!---

4DAYS4DAYS4DAYS4DAYS4DAYS
ONLY!

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

2017 DOOR
CRASHERS!

97¢
/ SQ FT

BERBER CARPET
REG 3.99

FROM 97¢
/ SQ FT

FRIEZE CARPET
REG 3.99

FROM

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER! 2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

made in 
CANADA

made in 
CANADA

FROM

$127
/ SQ FT

12MM LAMINATE
REG 2.99

FROM

$177
FROM

/ SQ FT

SOLID BAMBOO
REG 5.99

$297
FROM

/ SQ FT

MAPLE / HICKORY
REG 6.99

HAND
SCRAPED  

HAND
SCRAPED  

CLICK 
ENGINEERED

made in 
CANADA

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

$2997
each

36” STAIR TREADS
REG 49.99

SOLID 
OAK

FROM

$157
/ SQ FT

4MM CLICK VINYL
REG 3.99

100%
WATER
PROOF

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

9AM
9AM
11AM

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

9AM
9AM
9AM

9PM
9PM
9PM

THURSDAY 9AM 9PM
9PM
6PM
5PM

SALE HOURS

OUR HOURS

FROM97¢
FROM

/ SQ FT

2X4 BACKSPLASH
REG 2.99

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

$127
FROM

/ SQ FT

18x18 PORCELAIN TILE
REG 3.99

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

FROM

$177
/ LIN FT

$167
/ LIN FT57¢

/ LIN FT

  
3     ” 7/8 5¼” 5½” 

BASEBOARDS

for 10, 20 years – I don’t 
know. I think it’s most un-
likely and that’s the term 
I’ve used consistently in the 
past six months, most un-
likely we’ll meet the 2028 
deadline, but we’ll continue 
to make good progress,” 
Jackson said.

He believes the problem 
with the groundwater con-
tamination is that it wasn’t 
until 1998 before the pump-
and-treat regimen began, 
long after the chemical spill 
happened, which allowed 
the problem to worsen. 

He’s also proud that dur-
ing his time as chair they 
convinced Chemtura to 
retain the services of Neil 
Thomson, a distinguished 
expert in groundwater 
remediation from the Uni-
versity of Waterloo who will 
tell them what they need to 
hear, not what they want to 
hear, according to Jackson.

Tiffany Svensson is a 
hydrogeologist at BluMet-
ric Environmental Inc. in 
Kitchener. She’s scheduled 
to be the chair until 2018 
and then six months be-
yond the municipal elec-
tion that year. She says she 
has an interest in the pro-
tection and management of 
groundwater resources and 
particularly in the Region 
of Waterloo. 

She’s been following 

along with the contami-
nation issue in Woolwich 
since the 1980s.

“I would have 
been very famil-
iar with the early 
stages of when 
this started back 
in 1989 because 
it really did rock 
the hydrogeol-
ogy community, 
certainly at the 
University of 
Waterloo, where 
I was working at the time 
because it was right here in 
our own backyard. There’s 
always been that bit of 
interest there just because 
it’s right here in Waterloo 
Region,” Svensson said.

Her professional experi-
ence has primarily been 
focused on the manage-
ment and protection of 
groundwater resources. 
Over the past 20 years she’s 
worked closely with a va-
riety of stakeholders who 
were interested in the  man-
agement and protection of 
groundwater resources in 
Ontario.  

She says she wants to 
help move the process for-
ward in her new role and 
build on what her prede-
cessor and the group have 
done the past year, by ac-
complishing the goals set 
out in the 2016 work plan 
created by TAG.

“My effort so far has 
been looking at historical 
reports, getting up to speed 

where the vari-
ous issues are at 
and I’m working 
on meeting and 
getting to know 
each of the TAG 
members and 
wanting to build 
a strong team 
to help with the 
work that lies 
ahead to carry 

out the work plan,” Svens-
son said.

The work plan includes 
ongoing review of Chemtu-
ra and MOECC reports and 
dealing with three areas; 
the Canagagigue Creek, off-
site municipal aquifers and 
the onsite contamination.

TAG meets monthly ex-
cept for this month because 
a suitable date could not be 
found. The next TAG meet-
ing will be Feb. 2.

“I’m looking forward to 
hopefully making a posi-
tive contribution and really 
empowering the commit-
tee members who have 
worked really hard in their 
volunteer capacities to re-
ally make a difference and 
contribute. I want to be 
there to facilitate that and 
really make sure that the 
community feels that their 
interests are covered off 
well,” Svensson said.

TAG: New chair looking to make a difference
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Hydrogeologist Dick Jackson 
has retired as TAG’s inaugural 
chair. [SUBMITTED]

create a broad spectrum 
antiviral. 

“Vaccine platforms are 
based on adaptive im-
munity – where you’re 
vaccinating somebody and 
you’re creating memory 
which is important – but 
it’s an adaptive immune 
response, which is very 
specific to that one strain. 
If you don’t predict the 
right strain, then you’ve 
vaccinated people against 
something that they don’t 
need to be protected 
against and you’ve missed 
the one they need to be 
protected against. So, with 
a broad-spectrum antiviral 
drug then we could treat 
somebody for any virus,” 
DeWitte-Orr said.

In Canada, an average 
of 12,200 hospitalizations 
and 3,500 deaths related to 
the flu occur each year.

Penelope Ironstone, an 
associate professor in Lau-
rier’s department of Com-
munication Studies, is an 
expert on health and risk 
communication. 

She’s spent a lot of time 
studying the way we talk 
about and try to make 
sense of outbreaks like 
Ebola and Zika most re-
cently. She says there’s a 
lot of anxiety about the lat-

est virus that’s circulating. 
And yet, when it comes to 
influenza, many people fail 
to see the benefit in getting 
the free vaccine.

“One of the challenges 
for public health is how is 
it that you can convey an 
important public health 
message to populations 
that are either being condi-
tioned by movies like Con-
tagion or are conditioned 
by the assumption of the 
banality to the disease, 
so how is it that you can 
break through the sense of 
assumptions that people 
have,” Ironstone said.

One step she’d like to 
see taken is for the pub-
lic health department to 
stop trying to compete for 
limited attention spans 
through traditional adver-
tising tools. While those 
have worked on some lev-
els like encouraging more 
people to buckle up when 
they’re in a vehicle, public 
service announcements 
advising the public to get 
the flu shot haven’t been as 
effective.

“I think that era of the 
dominance of a traditional 
advertising format is gone 
and I think there needs to 
be a move towards a genre 
that is specific to public 
health, that can be un-

derstood in and of itself,” 
Ironstone said.

Last year was pretty 
mild in flu terms, she says, 
and this year’s a little bit 
harder with an increased 
rate of infection and hos-
pitalization. She suggests 
the public should take the 
virus more seriously by 
staying home when they 
are sick – or keeping their 
kids home when they’re 
sick – and washing your 
hands frequently.

“It’s important to know 
there’s still time to get vac-
cinated. Vaccine uptake 
has actually been not fan-
tastic this year especially 
given the fact we were told 
at the beginning of August 
that H3N2 is the one that’s 
coming, you should vac-
cinate yourself because it’s 
a nasty one, it’s one that 
causes us to be sicker for 
longer,” Ironstone said.

According to the Region 
of Waterloo’s Public Health 
department as of Jan. 10 
there have been 76 labora-
tory confirmed cases of in-
fluenza and three institu-
tional influenza outbreaks 
reported in the region this 
season. Among laboratory-
confirmed cases of influen-
za in the region, there have 
been 25 hospitalizations 
and zero  deaths.

FLU: Even healthy people may carry the virus
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