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ETC GOES WEST 
FOR LAUGHS IN 
LATEST OFFERING

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM

$26,997* $278 LEASE PAYMENT
FOR 24 MONTHS*
$3,902 DOWN
0.9% LEASE RATE

**

 Make the most of your snow days with the all-weather performance and safety of Subaru Symmetrical Full-Time All-Wheel Drive.

26 Manitou Drive, Kitchener, ON  |  Tel: (519) 894-2050  |  www.geminimotors.com

**MSRP of $24,995 on 2017 Crosstrek Touring 5MT(HX1TP). Lease rate of (0.9%) for (24) months. Monthly payment is ($278) with ($3,902) down payment. Option to purchase at end of lease is ($12,181) with ($4,716) due on signing. Advertised pricing consists 
of MSRP plus charges for Freight/PDI ($1,675) Air Conditioning Charge ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($17.75), OMVIC Fee ($10), Dealer Admin ($199). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security 
deposit. Model shown: 2017 Crosstrek Limited Package CVT w/ tech(HX2LPE) with an MSRP of $32,295. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Offers applicable on approved credit at participating dealers only. Lease based on a maximum 
of (20,000 km/year for 24 months), with excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and finance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. 
Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Offers available until January 31st, 2017. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details.**See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation 
and limitations. See your local Subaru dealer for complete details.t www.iihs.org for testing methods. 

519-669-3232 

35 Howard Avenue,
ELMIRA, ON

WE’VE GOT YOUR TIRES!
NEED WINTER TIRES?

Freezing rain makes area 
roads treacherous for drivers

Councillors currently in budget deliberations start out with 2.05% tax levy, plus an additional 1.5% for infrastructure

Freezing rain and below-zero temperatures were the culprit when a fuel tanker slipped off the road, onto its 
side, at Ament Line and Lavery Road just outside of Linwood. Emergency services were called to the scene 
just before 9 a.m. on Tuesday morning. The tanker was eventually returned to the road, but only after the 
Ministry of Environment joined the efforts, emptying the tanker of its contents. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Woolwich currently targeting 3.55% tax hike
STEVE KANNON

THE AVERAGE WOOL-
WICH TAXPAYER will be 
hit up for another $28 un-
der planned increases in 
spending this year. 

In the first of their 2017 
public budget sessions, 
councillors identified 
spending requiring a base 
tax increase of 2.05 per 
cent plus another 1.5 per 
cent for a special infra-
structure fund. The pro-

jected tax increase is based 
on a residential property 
valued at $340,000.

Overall, the township 
plans to spend $15.9 mil-
lion in its operating budget 
and another $19 million for 
capital projects.

Meeting Jan. 12, coun-
cillors made a few small 
tweaks to shave a couple of 
dollars off the tax increase, 
but made no changes or 
reference to the underlying 
operation of the municipal 

government. Staff costs, up 
46 per cent in the last de-
cade alone – to $7 million 
in 2017 from $4.8 million 
in 2008 – proved the liveli-
est topic with a proposal to 
add two new positions, in 
part drawing on the town-
ship’s infrastructure fund.

Staff’s call for the addi-
tion of an infrastructure 
development coordinator 
at a salary of $62,582 to 
$76,320 and a development 
charges project supervisor 

optics would be bad. “I re-
ally don’t want anything to 
taint that fund.”

Coun. Mark Bauman, 
however, countered that 
infrastructure projects 
bring costs beyond simply 
the price of asphalt, for in-
stance. People are needed 
to get the work done, he 
said.

The topic was dropped, 
however, to be revisited 
when the engineering and 
planning department bud-

get is discussed next week.
In last week’s session, 

council gave tentative 
approval to some of the 
smaller department bud-
gets, including the chief 
administrative officer, 
council and information 
services, finance and the 
fire department.

A second public budget 
session is planned for this 
evening (Thursday) at 6 
p.m. at the township ad-
ministration building.

($75,375-$91,920) met with 
resistance from Coun. Pat-
rick Merlihan, who noted 
the process could taint the 
special infrastructure levy.

He warned the public 
would feel “betrayed” if 
the money collected in the 
special levy was seen as 
going into staff operating 
costs. 

“It’s a slippery slope at 
this juncture. That’s not 
how it was sold to the pub-
lic,” he said, noting the 
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Is “THE” Bra,
Custom fi t for you!

Avrielle is committed to improving the health and wellbeing of women
Call Connie Boshart for your private and complimentary consultation 

Support without underwire in sizes 30C to 44HH

226-339-0776
335 Lancaster St. W. Kitchener (Rear Entrance)

  
WAREHOUSE BRA SALE!

All “Shape” Bras $5-$30
(manufacturers firsts and seconds)

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY •  ALL SALES FINAL
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Try Granny Horst’s
THIS WEEK’S FEATURE

EA.EA.
$210$210ONLYONLY Jan 20 Jan 20 

to Feb 2
Jan 20 
to Feb 2

FromFrom

ELMIRA
INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

SAT. JAN. 21 @ 12:30pm - 3:00pm
Bauman Machine & Tool (First & Industrial Dr.)

$35$40
20LB BOX20LB BOX

www.indianriverdirect.com

Florida 
Seedless 
Navel Oranges

Florida 
Ruby Red 
Grapefruit

Wellesley looks to streamline process for residents seeking fundraising help
LIZ BEVAN

WELLESLEY RESIDENTS 
SEEKING THE township’s 
help in fundraising efforts 
– say through the waiv-
ing of facility rental fees, 
for instance – will now be 
asked to go through local 
service clubs rather than 
approaching council, un-
der a new policy discussed 
this week.

In council chambers on 
Tuesday night, recreation 
director Brad Voisin tabled 
a recommendation asking 
that groups looking to host 
occasional fundraisers con-
tact their local Lions Club, 
Optimist Club, Kiwanis or 
similar organization to en-
sure things run smoothly.

“In the past, we get 
groups that come to coun-

cil looking for waived rent-
al fees for a special event to 
raise money for a family in 
need, or a sports team go-
ing to a championship,” he 
said. “In the past we have 
put council on the spot. I 
did some research on what 
other municipalities would 
do and I tried to find some-
thing that would fit here, 
and this is what I came up 
with.”

Council only gets re-
quests to waive facility fees 
once or twice a year. Ac-
cording to township bylaws, 
service clubs get 30 per cent 
off facility rental fees. 

Voisin said he’s con-
cerned about the running 
of the events themselves, 
noting that those with little 
experience might be better 
served by recruiting groups 

well-versed in throwing 
fundraising events to lend 
a hand. 

“We just want people to 
join up with groups that 
are familiar with putting 
things like this together,” 
he said.  “The service 
clubs are used to putting 
on things like this and we 
are more comfortable with 
them.”

Coun. Herb Neher asked 
Voisin if the township’s ser-
vice clubs knew they were 
being asked to take care of 
events like this. 

“Have you talked to 
the service clubs? It is up 
to them now. If someone 
comes to them and says, 
‘hey, my brother is ill, I 
want to do a fundraiser,’ 
especially in smaller com-

munities, will it be up to 
them to say no?” he asked.

For Mayor Joe Nowak, the 
recommendation from staff 
was that residents could 
still come to council to ask 
about waiving facility fees 
for a fundraiser, but the pre-
ferred option would be to go 
to a service club for help. 

“We are not closing the 
door,” he said. “Council can 

either decide to stick with 
the recommendation or 
decide to overrule it.”

Voisin said the main 
reason for his recommenda-
tion is to allow fundraisers 
to move ahead without 
waiting for a council meet-
ing and for staff to prepare a 
full report for every request. 

“Sometimes it is a time-
sensitive issue,” he said. 

WITH SWEEPING CHANG-
ES TO waste collection on 
the horizon – including 
biweekly garbage pick-up 
and bag limits – the region 
is making a push to con-
vince residents the cost-
saving move is a good one.

Meeting Tuesday night, 
Wellesley councillors got to 
voice their concerns to Kim 
Kitagawa, waste manage-
ment coordinator with the 
Region of Waterloo.

The new regimen 
comes into effect Mar. 6. 
in Wellesley. That means 
everyone’s garbage day will 
be changing to Wednesday, 
green bins will be delivered 
to rural homes for com-
postable waste, and blue 
bin recycling will be col-
lected every week instead 
of every other. 

Still wary, councillors 
wanted to know more 
about the finer details of 
the new collection pro-
gram. With a blue bin for 
hard plastic glass and cans, 
and a blue bin for paper 
and plastic, Coun. Shelley 

LIZ BEVAN

Wellesley councillors air concerns about 
changes to regional garbage collection

Wagner wanted to know 
where styrofoam fit in. 

Under the new regu-
lations, styrofoam still 
doesn’t have a place in the 
recycling bins, however.

“We want to make sure 
the market is secure before 
we add it to the blue box 
program so we have a place 
for the styrofoam to go,” 
said Kitagawa. “The mar-
ket is stronger for packing 
styrofoam as opposed to 
packing peanuts or food 
grade styrofoam, and we do 
have a drop-off for packing 
styrofoam at the Waterloo 
transfer station.”

One part of the region-
wide changes coming in 
March is the garbage tag 
program. The new collec-
tion limit is four bags every 
two weeks. Any extra bags 
will be required to have a 
tag, available in sheets of 
five for $10 from the region.

Mayor Joe Nowak had 
families with young chil-
dren in mind when asking 
for reassurance on the 
diaper disposal regulations 
in relation to the four-bag 
limit.

“Are you fairly confident 
with the diaper issue? I am 
a grandfather and we had 
two babies at our home and 
they produce a lot of dia-
pers on just a weekend.”

Keeping diapers for two 
weeks isn’t a health risk, 
and those that don’t want 
to use garbage tags for 
diapers have an alternate 
option. 

“We have the free diaper 
drop-off at the Cambridge 
and Waterloo transfer 
stations,” said Kitagawa. 
“There is no problem 
health-wise keeping dia-
pers for two weeks, accord-
ing to our public health 
department, but they 
should be double bagged in 
a cool, dry place.”

The region wants 
residents to change their 
habits to divert as much 
away from the landfills as 
possible. There is no limit 
to the number of blue bins 
allowed on the curb on 
pick-up day, so Wellesley 
Township is inviting the 
public to come and pick up 
a second or third bin from 
the township offices. 

TAKING THE ENTERTAINMENT BEYOND THE RINK

The Elmira Library hosted the annual Read with the Kings event on Jan. 11, where the Elmira Sugar Kings read books and played games with 
some local kids. Here, Ty Biles reads to Georgia Fretz and Callie O’Donoghue. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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MennoHomes’ executive director Dan Driedger chats with one of the construction workers on Tuesday during a walk-through of the affordable housing building under construction in 
Elmira. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

MennoHomes sees strong response from 
community in wake of pledge to match donations

WHITNEY NEILSON

MENNOHOMES IS MORE 
THAN half a million dollars 
closer to their fundraising 
goal for the barrier-free 
affordable housing proj-
ect under construction 
in Elmira thanks to an 
overwhelming show of 
financial support from the 
community.

After a group of inter-
ested donors came forward 
last fall willing to match up 
to $250,000 in donations 

made by the end of the year 
to MennoHomes, the com-
munity responded, donat-
ing a total of $286,812. With 
the anonymous donors 
matching the $250,000, 
this brings MennoHomes, 
$536,812 closer to their fun-
draising target.

There is still work to be 
done to close the gap be-
tween the $2.5 million do-
nated and pledged and the 
overall fundraising target 
of $3.1 million, but execu-
tive director Dan Driedger 

is thrilled by the commu-
nity response thus far.

“We were absolutely 
thrilled with that,” he said 
on site this week.

“The group that got to-
gether to create the match 
wanted to have a number 
that was ambitious, but 
achievable and how do you 
balance it? It ended up at 
that $250,000-mark and we 
thought that’s a big chunk 
of change and the com-
munity responded. It was 
incredible. I know there 

were folks who said ‘we had 
wanted to do something.’ 
They did extra because of 
that, they wanted to make 
sure that we fully utilized 
that match.”

The gap needs to be 
closed through additional 
fundraising and hope-
fully some cost-saving on 
the building. The annual 
bike-a-thon in June will go 
toward to housing project. 
They’re looking at doing 
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A TRACTOR-DRAWN WAG-
ON THAT shuttles passen-
gers from the tourist train 
stop to downtown Elmira 
is a great idea, but not to 
the tune of $15,000 from 
Woolwich taxpayers, say 
township councillors.

Meeting for a special 
budget session Jan. 12, 
they approved $46,000 
worth of grants, but de-
ferred a final decision on 
the request to support the 
wagon rides, launched last 
year by downtown mer-
chant Elmeda Weber of 
Kitchen Kuttings.

The tractor-drawn 
wagon meets the Water-
loo Central Railway train 
when it arrives in the south 
industrial area of Elmira, 
bringing them downtown. 
Its launch last year was 
funded with $12,000 from 
the Elmira Business Im-
provement Area (BIA) bud-
get. Weber originally asked 
for $16,900 to continue 
the service in 2017, but 
dropped that number to 
$14,900 following a $2,000 
grant from the BIA.

Councillors balked, how-
ever, at even the reduced 
figure, suggesting some-

Woolwich approves 
community grants 
worth $46,000
Councillors looking for more info 
before making a decision on tractor-
drawn wagon shuttle in Elmira

STEVE KANNON thing in line with what the 
BIA is proposing.

In its first year, the 
service shuttled some 
1,850 passengers, Weber 
told councillors. Rider-
ship started out slowing 
in June, with fewer than 
200, but hit a peak of more 
than 900 in August, with 
numbers dropping again 
in September and October 
as tourist season wound 
down.

“The rides this past 
year have far exceeded my 
expectations,” she said, 
adding the service ran 
smoothly for the most part.

“The greatest glitch was 
the wagon was too small,” 
said Weber, noting there 
were a few days when two 
trips were needed to carry 
all the passengers.

Pointing out that the 
service benefits downtown 
merchants, Coun. Mark 
Bauman asked Weber if 
she’d explored other part-
nerships to help spread out 
the financial burden.

“I can’t agree to the 
whole $14,900 – that’s 
way beyond the value that 
we’re getting.”

Coun. Scott Hahn, who 

WATERLOO REGION, 
WHICH SCOOPS up more 
than half of your prop-
erty taxes, plans to dig a 
little deeper this year, with 
council last week approv-
ing a 2.95 per cent increase. 

The tax hike adds anoth-
er $56 to the annual reap-
ing of the average home 
in the region. The take 
is 2.31 for the region and 
another 0.64 for policing, 

Region to hike taxes 2.95%; township mayors find little to take issue with in 2017 budget
WHITNEY NEILSON the region’s single largest 

expense.
Even with the above-

inflation increase, the 
township’s representatives 
on regional council found 
little to criticize in the 2017 
budget. 

Wellesley Mayor Joe 
Nowak noted he was 
glad to see an increase of 
$135,200 in funding for 
regional libraries, which 
works out to about $3.50 
per household in the town-

ship.
“There’s a couple inter-

esting things that are hap-
pening there. On the capi-
tal side they’re going to re-
place all the early learning 
stations. The early learning 
station computers, they’re 
getting pretty old and a lot 
of them are not working 
so they’re going to replace 
them and that’s a $44,000 
budget number. I think 
that’s a good thing,” Nowak 
said.

The region is also look-
ing at renovating and put-
ting an addition on the li-
brary headquarters in Phil-
lipsburg. Money has been 
put aside to get an estimate 
and do some drawings for 
that.

“That’s probably some-
thing that’s long overdue. 
We had a tour of that build-
ing last year and they really 
are bursting at the seams 
there and the washrooms 
are old school and retro 

and all that sort of stuff. I 
think that money is going 
to be well spent,” Nowak 
said.

The other budget line 
that he appreciated was the 
increased spending for the 
paramedic master plan. 

“They are spending a fair 
bit of money to improve 
the response times for the 
ambulances region-wide 
and the response times in 
Wellesley are the worst, I’ve 
seen 25-28 minutes before 

an ambulance gets to an in-
cident,” Nowak explained.

The master plan called 
for 20 new paramedics 
for the region, which they 
eventually cut down to 15. 
Nowak’s hopeful the addi-
tional staff will make a dif-
ference in response times 
for the township.

“The other thing I was 
very happy to see is that 
the roundabout at Ament 
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Township of Wellesley

Public Notice

Township of Wellesley • 4639 Lobsinger Line, R.R. #1, St. Clements ON, N0B 2M0 • 519-699-4611

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Wellesley, after having 
reviewed the draft municipal budget for the year 2017, intends to pass a 
By-law with the intent to adopt a budget pursuant to Section 290 of the 
Municipal Act, 2001, as amended. The passage of the By-law to 
implement the adoption of the budget will be given consideration at the 
regularly scheduled meeting on January 31, 2017, commencing at 6:45pm 
in the Council Chambers, 4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill. Should 
you wish to address Council or if you require further details or information, 
please contact Theresa Bisch, Treasurer, Township of Wellesley at (519) 
699-4611 x 3954 or email: tbisch@wellesley.ca

Intention to Adopt a Budget

Construction on track, Elmira Canadian Tire store set to open at the end of March

MCC challenges residents to get creative in transforming trash to treasure

LIZ BEVAN

LIZ BEVAN

CONSTRUCTION IS COM-
ING ALONG on schedule 
at the new Canadian Tire 
store next to Foodland on 
Arthur Street.

The store is set to open 
at the end of March, says 
dealer/owner Shaun Gal-
lagher. 

Already into the hiring 
process, Gallagher says 
everything is coming along 
smoothly and on time. 

“I think it has been about 
eight weeks so far,” he 
said. “I would say that con-
struction over the winter 
can have its fair share of 
problems, but Mother Na-
ture has been good to us. 
Construction timelines are 
being met, for sure.”

The banner seen along 
Arthur Street announcing 
the opening of the store is 
calling for job applicants 
wanting to work at the 

ELMIRA’S MCC THRIFT & 
Gift wants to see the com-
munity make something 
from nothing, holding a 
contest to determine who 
can be the most creative.

With the Thrift Chal-
lenge, staff at the store 
have put together 25 boxes 
full of knickknacks and are 
inviting anyone to take a 
box and make something 
beautiful. 

“It is about creating in-
terest in thrift and interest 
in what we can do with 
things that we have too 
much of,” explained store 
manager Betty Marshall. 
“What do you do with all 
those mugs? What do you 
do with all these little vas-
es? What do you do with all 
these VHS tapes?”

Those items and more 

new Canadian Tire loca-
tion, with Gallagher noting 
interviews have already 
begun. 

“I would say that we are 
in the middle of that,” he 

can be found in the themed 
boxes, currently waiting to 
get picked up at the store 
on Church Street West.

“We get so many chil-
dren’s books and we don’t 
want them to go in the gar-
bage. In the boxes we have 
cups and saucers, craft 
supplies, bits and pieces of 
board games and more.

“We don’t want to tell 
people everything that is in 
the boxes,” said Marshall. 
“We want some of it to be a 
surprise.”

The final product can be 
anything the builder wants, 
but there are a few rules to 
the contest. The end result 
must have used 75 per cent 
of the items in the box, and 
the base can’t be bigger 
than 24 inches across,” said 
Marshall. “Other than that, 
it is pretty much open. You 
can use glue, tape, fasten-

said, adding they are still 
taking resumes for the 
estimated 50 to 60 jobs 
available at the store. “We 
are doing more interviews, 
for sure.”

The store covers almost 
24,000 square feet, with 
22,000 sq. ft. designated 
for retail and the rest for a 
garden centre and seasonal 
department. Right now, the 

ers – anything you can use 
to build. You can use the 
box itself if you want.”

The contest entries will 
be featured in MCC Thrift 
& Gift for two weeks at the 
end of February, and the 
public will have a chance 

interior is being prepped. 
“We are getting ready to 

wrap things up,” said Gal-
lagher. “We are going to be 
starting on the retail fix-
tures this week.”

to pick their favourite and 
benefit a good cause at the 
same time. 

“That is what I am most 
excited about. There is 
going to be a container in 
front of each project for 
the public to put in a dona-

He says he is looking 
forward to bringing a new 
retail option to shoppers 
in Elmira and Woolwich 
Township.

“It is a great opportunity 
for Canadian Tire to ser-
vice a community that is 
really growing. It is going 
to make it much easier for 
local residents to shop at, 
and we’ll call it their local 
store, because that is what 
we want it to be,” he said. 
“That is the way I truly 
feel – the store belongs to 
Elmira. We want to bring 
the shopping experience to 
Elmira, instead of Elmirans 
having to go to the shop-
ping experience.”

The store will be a full 
service Canadian Tire with 
an auto service depart-
ment, a garden centre, 
a tool and automotive 
department, kitchen and 
home, paint and others, he 
added.

tion,” said Marshall. “Who-
ever gets the most dona-
tions will win the People’s 
Choice Award and get to 
choose where the donation 
goes.”

There are also three judg-
es that will be awarding gift 
cards to the most creative 
and innovative pieces. So 
far, two out of three judges 
have been confirmed, but 
Marshall says there is still 
time before the Feb. 25 
deadline. 

The crafting has already 
begun at the secondhand 
store, with four boxes 
picked up just two days 
into the contest. Marshall 
says the contest is open 
to anyone who can build 
something independently, 
and she can’t wait for the 
display of art made from 
repurposed trinkets. 

“We really want the 
public to come and view 
them,” she said. “It might 
be a sculpture, or a tower or 
something like that.”

For more information 
about the contest, call MCC 
Thrift & Gift at 519-669-
8475.

serves on the Elmira BIA, 
said the organization’s 
budget can’t cover ongoing 
costs, noting other forms 
of revenue will be needed.

“I’m disappointed that 
no other alternative fund-
ing was found,” he said.

“This isn’t a sustainable 
business model,” added 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan. “I 
can’t see the township be-
ing in a position to do this 
year after year.”

Along with ongoing 
grants of $42,745, council-
lors did approve new grant 
requests of $1,700 for the 
Historical Society of St. 
Boniface and Maryhill 
and $1,500 for the Elmira 
and District Horticultural 
Society.

The ongoing grants, 
approved in 2015 for the 
reminder of the current 
council term, include 
$10,000 to Woolwich 
Community Services, 

plus another $10,000 to 
the group’s youth centre 
housed at the WMC. Com-
munity Care Concepts gets 
$10,000, while the Wool-
wich Counselling Centre 
receives $8,000. Each grant 
is subject to a two-per-cent 
increase each year. 

Councillors expect to 
return to the Elmira wagon 
rides request later in the 
budget process when they 
have a better handle on 
expenses. 

GRANTS: Wagon ride funding up in the air
FROM | 3

The new Canadian Tire currently under construction on Arthur Street in Elmira is slated to open by the end of March, says store owner Shaun Gallagher. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Elmira MCC Thrift & Gift store manage Betty Marshall shows a sample box available for pick up at the Church Street store. The community is 
being tasked with taking the items from the box and making something new.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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POLICE BLOTTER

J A N U A R Y  1 2

1:25 AM | Wellington County 
OPP received a report of a vehicle 
in the ditch on Colborne Street 
in Centre Wellington Township. 
Officers located the 1995 Chevrolet 
pickup truck in the ditch, detecting 
an odour of alcohol on the driver’s 
breath.  A roadside screening 
test was conducted, resulting in 
a fail. The 26-year-old Mapleton 
Township man was arrested and 
brought to a local OPP operations 
centre for further testing. He was 
subsequently charged with ‘care 
or control over 80 mgs.’ His driver’s 
licence was suspended for 90 days 
and the vehicle impounded for a 
period of seven days. He is sched-
uled to appear in Guelph Criminal 
Court on Feb. 14.

J A N U A R Y  1 4

10:07 AM | A Wellington 
County OPP officer was conducting 
radar and monitoring traffic on 
Wellington Road 7 near Wellington 
Road 10 in Mapleton Township. The 

Police issue safety message regarding 
horse-drawn buggies, farm vehicles
IN THE WAKE OF a Jan. 15 collision that claimed the life of an 
occupant of a horse-drawn buggy, police issued a reminder 
for drivers to be mindful of such vehicles on area roads.

officer observed a northbound 
2016 Hyundai SSE travelling at a 
speed that appeared to be well 
above the posted speed limit. The 
vehicle was locked on radar at 
approximately 109 km/h in a 50 
km/h zone. Pulled over, a 49-year-
old Woolwich Township man was 
charged with ‘race a motor vehicle. 
His driver’s licence and vehicle 
were seized for a period of seven 
days. He is to appear in Guelph 
Provincial Court on Feb. 15. 
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8:18 AM | Perth County OPP, 
Perth East Fire Department and 
Perth County Paramedic Services 
responded to a collision involving 
a horse-drawn buggy and a car on 
Line 67 in the Township of Perth 
East. The four occupants from the 
buggy were all injured. Two of 
the occupants were taken to an 
area hospital in stable condition. A 
third occupant, a 74-year-old Perth 
East man, was taken to an area 
hospital for treatment of critical 

injuries and was later pronounced 
deceased by the attending 
physician. A fourth occupant was 
airlifted from the scene and taken 
to a London-area hospital. The 
driver of the car involved in this 
collision, an 18-year-old Perth 
East woman, was uninjured, but 
was subsequently charged with 
‘careless driving.’ She is scheduled 
to appear in Stratford Provincial 
Offences Court on Mar. 14. The 
Perth County OPP is requesting 
anyone with information that can 
assist police to call 1-888-310-1122.

J A N U A R Y  1 7

7:00 AM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded to a 
report of several vehicle collisions 
on Hemlock Hill Drive just west of 
Three Bridges Road in Woolwich 
Township. Two cars and one 
minivan went into the ditch, while 
three other vehicles got stuck on 
the ice that was covering the road. 
A transport truck also slid into the 
ditch and rolled onto its side. The 

minivan sustained minor damage 
while the transport truck had to 
be removed by two heavy tow 
trucks. None of the other vehicles 
were damaged. The driver of the 
transport truck, a Brampton resi-
dent, was transported to hospital 
with non-life-threatening injuries. 
Hemlock Hill Drive was closed for 
several hours while police investi-
gated. Icy road conditions were a 
factor in the collisions.

8:50 AM | Regional police 
responded to a report of a single-
vehicle collision on Lavery Road in 
Wellesley Township. A fuel truck 
was travelling southbound when 
it slid off the road and tipped 
onto its side. As a result, a small 
quantity of fuel spilled out of the 
truck and onto the snow in the 
ditch. The Region of Waterloo was 
contacted and attended the scene. 
Lavery Road was closed for several 
hours while crews cleaned up the 
fuel. Icy roads were believed to be 
a factor in the collision.

Don Green 
Memorial tourney 
in limbo

The annual Don Green Memorial 
Tournament held at the St. Clements 
Community Centre may not be 
happening this year, with a scheduling 
conflict holding back plans. 

Melanie Martin of the St. Clements 
Recreation Service Board told Wellesley 
councillors meeting Tuesday night 
that, for the second year in a row, the 
weekend they want for the baseball 
tournament has been booked by 
another group. 

“We don’t know if we will be having 
our memorial baseball tournament. 

Our weekend was given away again. 
They have given us a new weekend. If 
it doesn’t happen, then our next event 
won’t be until September,” she said. 

Mayor Joe Nowak asked how it was 
the weekend was booked by another 
event again this year. 

“I know that we talked about it last 
year, and I know that you were pretty 
anxious to get the time you wanted,” 
he said. 

Recreation director Brad Voisin 
chalked it up to a case of miscom-
munication.

“There must have been some 
confusion. I have correspondence from 
(another recreation board member) 
requesting the weekend we now have 
booked for the memorial tournament,” 
he said.

Voisin and Martin agreed to get in 
contact and talk about rearranging the 
facility booking schedule.

Wellesley finishes 
outdoor rink

All the equipment is in place, now it’s 
a matter of waiting for some coopera-
tion from Mother Nature to open a new 
outdoor rink in Wellesley.

Jeff Quint of the Wellesley Recreation 
Service Board was in council chambers 
on Tuesday night to provide an update 
on the project. The water lines have 
been installed from the Wellesley 
arena to the new outdoor skating spot, 
located in the pavilion just outside the 
arena doors. 

“It looks great. Everyone I talked to 

over the holidays said they thought 
it was a great addition,” Quint told 
councillors. 

Now, the plan is to hold a kickoff 
party, and get the word out the rink is 
open and ready for skaters. 

It was made clear that the rink is not 
designed for games of shinny, or for 
kids practicing their slap shots, but 
rather for a leisurely skate. 

Mayor Joe Nowak wanted to ensure 
there would be signage posted at the 
rink outlining the rules. 

“There will be standard township 
signage that will be put in place like at 
St. Clements and in Hawkesville,” said 
Brad Voisin, the township’s recreation 
director. “The community can add to 
that.”

Pair face sexual 
assault charges

Two men are facing sexual assault 
charges in relation to past occurrences at 
a church and school in Guelph-Eramosa 
Township. 

The charges follow an investigation 
launched last month by the Wellington 
County OPP Crime Unit revealing that 
between 1981 and 1986, alleged sexually 
related offences against minors took 
place at the Elora Road Christian 
Fellowship Church and the Elora Road 
Christian School, both located on the 
same property in the same facility. 

As a result, 80-year-old Henry (Henk) 
Katerberg of Guelph-Eramosa Township 
is charged with sexual assault  on a child 

under 16 contrary to the Criminal Code. 
He is scheduled to appear in Guelph 
Criminal Court on Feb. 14. 

Katerberg was the founder and pastor 
of the church at the time the offences 
are alleged to have taken place. 

As well, Arend “John” DeKorte, 66, 
of Fergus has been charged with two 
counts of sexual assault on a child under 
the age of 16. He is to appear in Guelph 
Criminal Court on Jan. 31. 

DeKorte is currently the principal of 
the school, but was a teacher at the 
time that the offences are alleged to 
have taken place.

Any person with information regard-
ing these incidents is asked to contact 
the Wellington County OPP Crime Unit at 
519-846-5930. 

BreakThrough – 
Break FREE!

Emotional Health
Weekend
February 10th 7:30 - 9:30 pm

“Starting Your Journey to Recovery”

Woodside Bible FellowshipRegister at www.woodsidechurch.ca
519-669-1296 ext.0 200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmiraor call the church of�ce

Sign up to reserve your place for one or all of the sessions.

February 11th 9 am - 12:00 pm
“Moods”

“Shame, Our Hidden Torment”

Guest Speaker:
Dr. Grant Mullen

St. James Lutheran, Elmira
CELEBRATION OF MUSIC 

Presents:

SUNDAY, JANUARY 29th, 2:00PM

WINTER CONCERT TO BENEFIT WINTER CONCERT TO BENEFIT 
REFUGEES STILL IN CAMPSREFUGEES STILL IN CAMPS

JENNIFER ENNS MODOLO
renowned mezzo-soprano,
accompanied by Lorin Shalanko

Proceeds to Middle East and South Sudan refugee camps &
Receipts for charitable donations ($10+) beyond ticket payment

Tickets: $20 Adult | $18 Senior | $15 Child
eventbrite.ca, The Window Box, St. James Office (mornings)

Krista Sandelli 
OWNER/RMT

Julie Wemp 
RMT

Steph Gaudet 
RMT

Nicole Boyd 
RMT

Tammy Puppes 
RMT

Providing 20 Years of Service 69 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-3494

Jessica 
Zantinge RMT

Lindsay Plantz 
RMT

Julie-Maria 
Schroth RMT

Krista Bauman 
RMT

Caitlin Clemmer 
RMT

The following tips may help to reduce collisions involving these 
unique road users, say police:

• Farming implements and horse-drawn buggies are slow moving vehicles, 
and should be marked with a slow moving vehicle sign to the rear;

• Watch for silver reflective tape outlining the back of a horse-drawn 
buggy. Buggy operators have added the tape to help make them more 
visible during hours of dusk, dawn and darkness;

• These road users will be operating as far to the right as possible, 
but they have the right to be on the roadway. Motorists need to be 
prepared for sudden movement of the slower vehicle ahead;

• Slow down and keep well back when approaching from behind. Watch 
for upcoming turns into a farm lane or roadway from the vehicle 
ahead. Hand signals from the buggy operator or implement driver may 
be difficult to see;

• Passing a piece of farm machinery or horse-drawn vehicle should be 
made to the left only. When passing a slow moving vehicle, remember 
to allow them their full lane;

• A horse can be easily spooked if passed on the right or too closely;

• When finished passing, don’t stop or slow down in front of these 
vehicles as they cannot brake or stop as quickly as a car.

and Herrgott Line is now 
in the capital forecast and 
will definitely move ahead. 
It really has passed all hur-
dles and it’s definitely go-
ing to be moving forward, 
so I was glad to see that. 
The design will be done in 
2017 and barring any un-
foreseen issues we’re look-
ing at 2018 [for construc-
tion],” Nowak said.

For her part, Woolwich 

Mayor Sandy Shantz said 
she was pleased to see the 
roundabout becoming a 
reality, despite it not being 
within her jurisdiction.

“While that’s not in 
Woolwich, it’s something 
I’ve actually had some peo-
ple in Woolwich say ‘please 
support that.’ I was happy 
to see that,” Shantz said.

But she wasn’t on board 
with the region’s decision 
to cut back the number of 

infant spaces at the Elmira 
Children’s Centre from 
nine to six.

“I was disappointed to 
have that cut back. It’s not 
gone. It’s still there. Child-
care is really expensive 
so I understand regional 
council’s desire to get the 
total budget down. I was a 
little disappointed in that,” 
Shantz said.

She says prior to budget 
discussions it wasn’t on 

her radar in terms of where 
the region might cut back. 
The hope is for 2018 to add 
the three spots to bring it 
up to nine. The centre was 
also expected to be open in 
March but has been pushed 
to August.

“It’s always a real chal-
lenge to balance what 
people would like and what 
they are willing to pay for it 
because everyone comes at 
it differently and everyone 

has different needs and 
wants,” she said.

She says she’s still hop-
ing to make the massively 
underused Grand River 
Transit route in Elmira 
more widely accessible.

What also stuck out in 
the budget for her were the 
benefits low-income resi-
dents receive for additional 
healthcare costs. 

“The province is not 
providing those funds any 

longer. We’re providing it 
and we’re trying to be fair to 
those folks that need those 
services but it’s a big part of 
the budget. I’m hoping that 
we can continue to lobby 
the provincial government 
to step up and make the 
benefits that are needed 
available rather than us 
having to cover it because it 
is a significant amount that 
could be used for other ser-
vices,” Shantz said.

REGION: Cuts to Elmira Children’s Centre part of last-minute effort to pare down large tax hike
FROM | 3
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IT’S SOMEWHAT IRONIC GIVEN that the city 
is synonymous with the heavily-unionized auto 
industry, but Windsor is increasingly a bell-
wether for municipalities’ unsustainable staffing 
levels, wages and benefits.

This week, council there voted to outsource janitorial ser-
vices at a city-owned long-term care home, saving taxpayers’ 
$600,000 a year. In recent years, it has pushed unionized 
workers to take a four-year wage freeze and reduced benefits 
for new hires, and has been in the forefront of the battle 
against the unbalanced arbitration system for police and 
firefighters.

Windsor’s economic woes are well documented, but it’s 
far from unique in facing challenges with the current costs of 
staff and the long-term liabilities they impose on the citizens 
of every municipality. 

While it’s clear that municipal governments must eventu-
ally deal with scaling back staff spending, there’s been nary 
a word about the problem as local governments in this neck 
of the woods discuss their 2017 budgets. Wage freezes are the 
obvious first step – well, obvious to everyone but the politi-
cians and bureaucrats – to be followed by assessing staff lev-
els and over-inflated salaries.

Staff will resist, of course, but they’re clearly in a conflict 
position and any comments contrary to the necessary direc-
tion should be disregarded.

The first step is to separate wage agreements for unionized 
and non-unionized workers. There’s a clear conflict when 
senior staff receives the same increases they negotiate with 
the unionized workers. Councillors’ pay should again be a 
separate matter. Each should be debated in the open, making 
the spending of public money truly transparent no matter 
how uncomfortable that makes public employees.

This is the way the process should work. However, we’ve 
seen a disturbing trend in some municipalities toward au-
tomatic annual increases, sometimes tied to increases ne-
gotiated with municipal staffers. Throw in a propensity for 
closed meetings and residents are not seeing any account-
ability for what is surely the most conflict-ridden part of a 
councillor’s duties.

Each of the municipal employee groups – unionized work-
ers, staff and council – should be handled separately in nego-
tiations about compensation.

While negotiations with the union are typically confi-
dential, it falls to council to set the tone early and in public. 
In this case, given recessionary times and the growing gap 
between over-inflated public sector wages and the incomes 
of those in the real, productive part of the economy, freezes 
are appropriate. A line must be drawn, and councils cannot 
depend on management to do that.

Councillors will have to be on the lookout for bureaucrat 
tactics to derail the public good. When wage freezes and 
rollbacks are discussed, staff’s default assumption is that 
services will be cut, rather than doing away with unneeded 
managerial positions. Front line services are what residents 
are overtaxed to pay. Bureaucratic bloat is what management 
encourages to make its life easier and to pad the payroll. 
When it comes to choosing between the two, councillors have 
an easy decision.

The idea is to identify the most essential of services offered 
to residents, then to begin trimming away at everything else.

In budget deliberations, there is a rationale for every 
spending request. Taken in isolation, each may make sense, 
but it’s the role of elected officials to see the big picture, and 
to nip in the bud empire-building and incremental growth.

Councillors need 
to focus on what’s 
right for residents

WHEN NAPOLEON IN-
VADED RUSSIA in 1812, he 
took more than half a mil-
lion troops with him, and 
he still lost. When Hitler 
invaded the Soviet Union 
in 1941, he used four mil-
lion troops, but he lost too. 
And now the United States 
has deployed just one thou-
sand American troops into 
Poland. 

So did the Russians 
giggle and snort at this pa-
thetic display of American 
“resolve”? Of course not. 
They pretended to be horri-
fied by it.

“We perceive it as a 
threat,” said Dmitry Pes-
kov, President Vladimir 
Putin’s spokesman. “These 
actions threaten our in-
terests, our security, espe-
cially as it concerns a third 
party building up its mili-
tary presence near our bor-
ders. (The United States) is 
not even a European state.”

The Russians have not 
suddenly caught a severe 
case of timidity. They know 
perfectly well this handful 
of American troops poses 

It’s time again for everybody to take a Valium
no danger to them. But 
building up the American 
“threat” helps to mobilize 
popular support for Pu-
tin – and he will be even 
more popular when Donald 
Trump enters the White 
House and makes a “deal” 
with Putin that ends this 
alleged threat.

Pantomime threats like 
this are a standard part 
of international politics, 
and should not be seen as 
a cause for panic. It is also 
quite normal for great pow-
ers to bury an inconvenient 
dispute and move on, as 
Trump will probably do 
with Putin after he takes of-
fice. As long as Trump does 
not formally recognize 
Russia’s illegal annexation 
of Crimea, international 
law will survive. Indeed, 
it would survive, perhaps 
limping a little, even if he 
did.

As Trump’s inauguration 
looms, there is great panic 
among American com-
mentators and strategic 
analysts (and quite a lot of 
people elsewhere) about 
the grave danger that the 
ignorant and impulsive 
Trump will pose to world 
peace, but this ignores two 
important facts.

One is that the other 

world leaders he is dealing 
with will still be grown-
ups. The other is that the 
real U.S. government – the 
tens of thousands of senior 
civil servants and military 
officers who actually make 
the machine work – are 
people with a lot of real-
life experience, and they 
instinctively resist extreme 
policies and grand visions.

Even Trump’s most radi-
cal ideas, like threatening 
to end America’s 45-year-
old “One China” policy 
– and implicitly, therefore, 
to recognize the indepen-
dence of Taiwan – will only 
destabilize the internation-
al order if other national 
leaders are panicked by his 
demands. In most cases, 
they will not be. (Indeed, 
many of them are already 
taking up meditation or 
practicing deep breathing 
in preparation for having to 
deal with him.)

None of this guarantees 
that Trump will not blun-
der into a big international 
crisis or a major war during 
his term, but the chances of 
his doing so are relatively 
low – maybe as low as one-
in-ten. You wouldn’t freely 
choose to live with this 
level of risk, but people did 
live with it for decades dur-

ing the Cold War, and they 
survived it.

As for the ‘Manchurian 
Candidate’ nonsense: while 
Trump may have had sig-
nificant Russian help of 
one sort or another during 
his election campaign, 
he is almost certainly not 
an ‘agent of influence’ for 
Moscow. The intelligence 
report by a British ex-spy 
that is causing such a fuss 
is actually too detailed: 
senior Russian officials do 
not give that much away 
to each other, let alone to 
Western spies or the Rus-
sians who work for them.

Even if the lurid ac-
counts of Trump’s alleged 
sexual games with pros-
titutes in a Moscow hotel 
were backed by Russian-
held film of the event, Mos-
cow could never blackmail 
Trump with a threat to 
make it public. He would 
know that it was a bluff, 
because Putin’s rational 
strategy must be to put and 
keep Trump in power, not 
to discredit him.

The real cost of the 
leaked allegations for 
Trump is domestic, it is 
high, and he has already 
paid it. He can indignantly 

DYER | 8

Fond of trotting out the cup-of-coffee cliche, politicians wanting your money might be less off the mark if everyone drank a hundred double-doubles everyday.
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We can’t and don’t trust governments to do what’s right

PRIME MINISTER JUSTIN 
TRUDEAU, who has helped 
boost Canadians’ trust in 
the federal government to a 
20-year high, is out on the 
road attempting to counter 
the public’s waning faith. 

Here in Ontario, Kath-
leen Wynne is trying 
anything and everything 
to reverse the irreversible 
slide in the public’s disdain 
for everything about her 
and the government she 
heads. 

Closer to home, mu-
nicipal governments in 
budget season show why 
the public has little faith 
politicians and bureaucrats 
will do what’s right for the 
people rather than what’s 
right for themselves.

Recent polls show as 
many as 95 per cent of us 
don’t trust government to 
be competent, let alone to 
do what’s right.

Trust has become a 
scarce societal resource 
and there is a particular 
paucity of trust in  govern-
ment and democracy, notes 

EKOS Research president 
Frank Graves, whose firm 
continually monitors the 
public pulse.

“This isn’t a recent 
problem and the decline 
of trust has been a steady 
downward march for the 
past 40 years in upper 
North America. As late as 
2014, only about one in 
four citizens believed they 
could trust their federal 
governments (in either Ot-
tawa or Washington) to do 
the right thing. Contrary to 
views that this precipitous 
decline in trust is caused 
by specific events (e.g., 
Watergate, the sponsor-
ship scandal), the evidence 
shows that there are much 
bigger cultural forces at 
play,” he says in a 2016 re-
search piece.

Simply put, the public 
good has gone missing 
from government. Almost 
everything floated to the 
public – there’s plenty of 
backroom dealing they 
don’t want us to know 
about – is sold on the 
premise of serving the 
public. Those who buy that 
must be a shrinking minor-
ity, though too many of us 
are willing accomplices to 
the fiction. We must be, 

as we elect those who rou-
tinely act contrary to the 
public good.

We want to believe 
they’ll do what’s right, 
evidence to the contrary. 
Oh, sure, we’ll whine about 
things occasionally, but 
won’t take real steps to 
eliminate those whose fol-
lies diminish our lives and 
our wallets – that is to say, 
just about every politician 
and mandarin. 

Government is neces-
sary. Indeed, it is a public 
good, allowing us to do 
much more collectively 
than we could ever do indi-
vidually. Saying it’s a pub-
lic good does not justify or 
excuse everything that gov-
ernment does, however.

Education, for instance, 
is a public good, even if 
you’re past benefiting from 
it. That doesn’t mean we 
have to lavish money on 
the system’s employees. 
The same goes for health 
care, and a host of other 
program spending we actu-
ally want. 

While people grumble 
about paying taxes and get 
especially annoyed with 
unnecessary increases, 
what we’re mostly con-
cerned about is seeing val-

ue for our money. All too 
often that’s not the case, 
at every level of govern-
ment. When, for instance, 
the bulk of the increase in 
your property taxes is ear-
marked for wage increases, 
it’s hard to see the value. 
That’s especially so when 
many of us aren’t seeing in-
creases in our paycheques. 

Beyond being annoyed 
with government waste – 
see just about every bit of 
news coming out of Ottawa 
and Queen’s Park these 
days – what’s really at stake 
is the legitimacy of gov-
ernment itself. That may 
sound dramatic, but if the 
bureaucracies are seen as 
bloated and self-serving, it 
becomes easier to write off 
all of the good thing that 
governments do. There is 
already a strong contingent 
that would downsize and 
eventually neuter govern-
ment, which is essentially 
our way of working togeth-
er for common goals. Every 
wasted tax dollar, every 
politician focused only 
on keeping his or her job, 
every entitled civil servant, 
every incident of corrup-
tion erodes the credibility 
of government.

Any hope of regaining 

even a modicum of public 
trust starts with each level 
of government getting its 
fiscal house in order. The 
long list of waste and cor-
ruption has been reported 
widely.

Partisans turn a blind 
eye to all of the negatives, 
whether that’s in support 
of a particular party or a 
pet project. The rest of us 
look on apathetically, often 
resigned to the fact graft 
and corruption abound. 
A few note that incompe-
tence is commonplace, 
from municipal bureaucra-
cies through to the board-
rooms of multinationals.

The only way that’s go-
ing to change is through 
the political will to push 
for true accountability. 
The politicians won’t do it, 
however, unless we force 
them to: they’re happy 
with a self-serving system 
that allows unfettered ac-
cess to the cookie jar for 
themselves and their finan-
cial backers.

Quite simply, politicians 
have no interest in tighten-
ing up the rules to elimi-
nate self-interest as a moti-
vation for decision making 
among elected officials and 
bureaucrats. They’ll talk a 

good game, especially in 
opposition, but really want 
to keep their options open 
– they won’t even entertain 
rules to keep politicians 
from lying, on the hustings 
or otherwise.

Politicians write the rules 
for themselves. They prefer 
no rules, but failing that 
they draft vague rules with 
no enforcement. If there 
must be enforcement, then 
there are no penalties for 
breaking the rules. 

We’re generally more 
informed, and thus more 
jaded, these days, a cultur-
al shift that has naturally 
led to a lower opinion of 
those in government, says 
Graves.

“Perhaps the biggest 
change among a plethora 
of structural changes in 
our society has been the 
shift from a more trusting 
collectivist society to a 
more individualistic soci-
ety – one that is more wary 
of the state and public in-
stitutions. The deferential 
and conformist societies of 
the post-Second World War 
gave way to the countercul-
ture and protest of the six-
ties and seventies – a trans-

It’s budget time. Do you think taxes are getting too high?

“It depends if the money will be used 
properly.”

 » Brian James

“No, considering all of the social services we 
have.”

 » Bruce Martin

“That would depend on how it is being used. If 
it is for long-term sustainable things, then it is 
necessary.”

 » Kim Dumart

“Yes.”

 » Ben Fretz

“Yes. Everything is going up.”

 » Jennifer Flaherty

“Many people will be very frightened about the future when Trump swears the oath of office on Friday” Gwynne Dyer | 6

KANNON | 8
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Odds are that Trump 
won’t incite another war
FROM | 6

 » Fraser Institute

deny the story until his 
thumbs are sore, and he 
may actually be telling the 
truth, but mud sticks. Peo-
ple think of him as the sort 
of man of whom it might 
be true, and so the ‘lentil 
and chickpea’ jokes will not 
stop. He has suffered grave 
and lasting reputational 
damage even among his 
own supporters.

Many people will be very 
frightened about the future 
when Trump swears the 
oath of office on Friday. 
They are certainly right to 
be concerned, and the eco-
nomic damage may be very 
bad, but the risk of war, 
even with China, is prob-
ably lower than they fear.

Back in 1976, when the 

Quebec separatists won 
an election for the first 
time, English-Canadians 
were terrified, and the 
anglophone minority in 
Quebec itself saw it as the 
apocalypse. It was only six 
years, after all, since there 
had been dramatic terrorist 
attacks in Quebec by a dif-
ferent brand of separatists. 
But cartoonist Aislin (Terry 
Mosher) in the Montreal 
Gazette had the right idea.

It just showed a close-up 
of the separatist leader, 
René Lévesque, smoking 
his usual cigarette and tell-
ing the entire country: “OK, 
everybody take a Valium.” 
It was better advice than 
even he knew: Quebec 
never left and the heavens 
never fell.

We need Aislin again.

Shuttering Ontario’s coal-fired power plants had very little effect 
on reducing air pollution and helped fuel skyrocketing energy 
costs. A study of air pollution changes in Hamilton, Toronto and 
Ottawa from 2005 to 2014 found that the coal phase-out had no 
effect on nitrogen oxide levels, an important component of smog, 
and produced only a small reduction in fine particulates, a common 
measure of air pollution.

 » Canadian Taxpayers Federation federal director Aaron Wudrick reacts to revelations 
of the high cost of moving federal employees, with at least 16 topping $100,000, 
including two who received $538,549 and $113,608 moving within Ontario

“There is a cost to moving, but it does not mean taxpayers should 
always be required to cover off every last expense. Few Canadians 
work in jobs where they could expect a six-figure relocation 
package from their employer. Taxpayers should not be on the hook 
for such generous reimbursements for government employees.”

 » From the Jan. 22, 2005 edition of The Observer

An Elmira metal-fabrication business at the centre of longstanding 
neighbourhood complaints is packing up shop, taking 40 jobs to its 
new home in Wellington County. H-Y Manufacturing – in operation 
for the past 16 years on Mill Street – is in the process of moving to a 
new location just outside of Salem.

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from January 23rd – January 28th

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$2.49 REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb.

Pork Sausage
Store Made Fresh Regular or Garlic Fresh 

Pork Back  
Ribs

REG. PRICE
$6.49 /lb.

$5.99

Cottage RollsGround Pork
Fresh

REG. PRICE
$2.99 /lb.

$1.99

Store Made Sweet Pickled

REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb.

$2.99

BaconSummer 
Sausage Chub 

Store Made Beef and Pork (2 lbs.) 

REG. PRICE
$16.00 ea.

$14.00

Store Made

REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb.

$5.49

COME JOIN US ON OUR

Chris
tia

n

Tours
Ask Your Friends 
to Come Along! 

BOOK NOW TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT! 5196695557

NOTE: All motels, bus fare, booked tours, 
and breakfast are included 

• Mennonite Heritage Village
Steinbach M.B.

• Banff 
• Lake Louise 
• Columbia Ice Fields
• Jasper 
• Dawson Creek B.C.

Beginning Alaska Hiway 
• Watson Lake Y.T. 

Sign Post Forest
• White Horse Y.T. 
• Dawson City Y.T.

Mid Night Sun

• Alaska 
 • Fairbanks - Steam Boat, 

Gold Panning 
 • Anchorage - Whale Watching, 

Glacier Tour, Northern Lights
 • Skagway - Train Ride, Board 

Ferry to B.C.
 • See lots of Alaska Wildlife and 

Beautiful Scenery
 • Experience the True Northern 

Life of Alaska

• Grand Coulee Dam W.A.
• MT Rushmore S.D.

FEATURING:

June 12th - July 13th

formation that continues 
to this day. While the elimi-
nation of the blind trust 
and conformism under the 
forces of rising mass educa-
tion, a more critical media, 
and pop culture has pro-
duced a more aware and 
critical public, this shift 

KANNON: We’re simply
not getting good governance
FROM | 7 has also posed huge chal-

lenges to governments and 
democratic institutions.” 

In short, governments 
have to do better. They’ve 
fallen well short of the 
mark, ensuring that gov-
ernment work is no longer 
synonymous with the pub-
lic good. Just the opposite, 
in fact.

Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
EDITOR@WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM



SPORTS | 9THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 2017

SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Kings gain some ground
Win over fi rst-place Listowel proves to be the start of a good weekend; also bested Brantford

WHITNEY NEILSON

GALEA | 10

OPEN
COUNTRY

Cellphone 
and the 
great 
outdoors

AS OF TODAY, WE no longer 
have a phone line in our 
home. We also no longer re-
fer to our pants as britches. 

This progress is, in no 
small part, due to me enter-
ing, kicking and scream-
ing, into this decade by 
finally accepting that I 
need an iPhone 6S more 
than the very air I breathe. 
And also because no one in 
my house would recognize 
britches as a word.

I won’t lie to you; it was a 
struggle for me to embrace 
the idea of a smartphone 
after spending so many 
years with my old dumb-
phone. 

It is not because I am op-
posed to new technology, 
either. No, it is because a 
smartphone is one of those 
things that can ruin a per-
fectly good fishing story.

You see, in the old days, 
long before the advent of 
these devil machines, you 
would simply go fishing, 
catch and release a 10-inch 
trout, then go home and – 
an angler’s memory being 
what it is – phone to tell 
your friend about the 20-
inch trout you caught.

Back then, no one had 
smartphones and their 
ever-present camera, so 
your friends had no way of 
verifying the truth. There-

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

WITH TWO WEEKEND 
WINS, the Elmira Sugar 
Kings are now eight points 
behind the first-place spot, 
with two games in hand.

In a battle of the first-
place Cyclones, the 
second-place Kings came 
out with a decisive 6-3 vic-
tory in Listowel on Friday 
night.

This is the first time this 
season Elmira has won in 
Listowel’s arena.

Head coach Ty Canal 
says it came down to 
the boys playing simple 
hockey.

“If everyone’s on the 
same page and not trying 
to do too much and keep-
ing things simpler I think 
we play better. We started 
that game for sure that 
way and we played well, 
we were able to skate with 
them,” Canal said.

Each period the Kings 
scored within the first 
three minutes.

In the first, Ty Biles sunk 
the puck to get things roll-

ing. Jacob Black assisted. 
Jeff Jordan potted his own 
five minutes later, helped 
by Andrew McIntyre and 
Dawson Shackelton.

Listowel added their 
own from Brady Anderson 
(Chayse Herrfort, Jakob 
Lee) to give the Kings just a 
one-goal lead heading into 
the second frame.

Just recently returned 
from an injury the previous 
weekend, Mitch Hoelscher 
is quickly contributing to 
the Kings. He scored 31 
seconds into the second 
period, assisted by Jake 
Brown and Ethan Skinner. 
He added another on the 
power play at 15:40, helped 
by Brown and Jordan.

“He started shooting the 
puck a little bit more than 
what he has in the past and 
he can obviously score, so 
it was nice to see. I think 
he was taking his scoring 
chances and he was actual-
ly shooting the puck a little 
bit more, and being more 
aggressive on that front, 
which obviously helped 
him out,” Canal said.

Andrew McIntyre scrambles for the puck behind Brantford’s net. The Sugar Kings went on to beat the 99ers 3-2 on Sunday at the WMC. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

519-669-1079
Joseph Gingrich

1296 Balsam Grove, RR#2
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

DELIVERY OR PICKUPDELIVERY OR PICKUP
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Stored Inside

Assorted Hardwoods
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8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
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Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca1080 Northfield Dr. E., RR2 West Montrose

519-206-0336 | 24hr Emergency Service

• Residential and Commercial
• Furnaces, Fireplaces, Water Heaters
   Indoor Air Quality and More
• Service & Installation

www.koebelhcm.com

Book
Today!
Book
Today!

KINGS | 10

FACING THE TOP AND bot-
tom teams in the league, 
the Wellesley Applejacks 
added a win and a loss to 
their record this weekend 
at home.

At home on Saturday 
night, the Jacks were un-
able to recover from Ayr’s 
four-goal lead and fell 6-2, 

WHITNEY NEILSON

A tale of two opponents
at play for Jacks’ weekend
Falling short 
against top team 
despite some 
strong play, 
Wellesley storms 
back against 
league’s weak 
sister

A new addition to the 
Elmira lineup, Jacob Buch 
scored unassisted with 10 
seconds to go in the period.

Hoelscher earned a hat 
trick with his third goal 
of the night less than 90 
seconds into the third pe-
riod. Jordan picked up the 
assist.

Listowel found some 

scoring chances with goals 
from Lee and Max Coyle 
(Danny Skinner (2), Cul-
len Mercer and Lee) on the 
power play, but it was too 
little too late and the Kings 
took the game.

Elmira goalie Jonathan 
Reinhart saved 31 shots 
to Listowel goalie Brock 
Baier’s 29.

The Kings returned 
home on Sunday night to 
face off against the Brant-
ford 99ers who are in ninth 
place – dead last – in the 
league with only five wins 
so far this season. The 
Sugar Kings have as many 
losses this season – eight – 

but head coach Brad Ger-
ber says they were pleased 
with how the team played.

“I thought we should 
have deserved a little 
bit better in that game. I 
thought our energy level 
and our work ethic was real 
good that night for most 
of the night. We worked 

JACKS | 10

TEAM PHOTOS AND 
SCORES WILL RETURN IN 
NEXT WEEK’S OBSERVER.

HOCKEY / JUNIOR C

Kyle Soper, who the Jacks picked up from the Elmira Sugar Kings last week, earned two goals and 
three assists in Wellesley’s 12-3 win over Delhi on Jan. 15. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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fore, they would congratu-
late you and, while they 
were at it, tell you about a 
22-inch trout whose verac-
ity you could not verify 
either. In turn, you would 
regale them with tales of 
an even larger imaginary 
fish you caught last week. 
Over the course of several 
years, both parties would 
have developed a great 

mythology that included 
happily claiming that the 
average weight of the brook 
trout they caught in a local 
stream was between 9 and 
13 pounds. And, because, 
no one but a blowhard 
would dare carry a camera 
while fishing or hunting, 
you merely accepted the 
other guy’s story as plau-
sible.

These days, and I blame 
this entirely on the tech-

nology, everyone wants you 
to text or email them the 
photo of the fish or game 
immediately. Worse still, 
most of my buddies would 
like one photo of the fish 
in question beside today’s 
newspaper so that they can 
verify the date.

Fail to take a photo of 
any fish you have bested 
and your claims are imme-
diately suspect. 

If this continues I expect 

to see some anglers tak-
ing selfies with expensive 
rainbow trout from the 
frozen fish section of the 
grocery store. All we need 
to do is develop an app that 
helps you walk into the 
place unnoticed with fish-
ing rod, vest and waders. 
By the way, if you do this, 
don’t forget to crop out the 
lobster tank in the back-
ground.

The point is I’m going to 

have to be a lot more hon-
est about the size of the 
fish I catch on any given 
day.

There’s one other thing 
that makes these cell 
phones dangerous for 
anglers too. They can give 
away your spot. Last year, 
for example, a friend and 
I found a new, productive 
pool on a stretch of river 
we have never fished fish 
solely from information we 

gleaned from a photo that 
someone posted. 

That’s why I plan on 
being very careful about 
where I take my photos 
with this phone.

For instance, I won’t 
be taking any in the local 
stream I fish. 

Call me selfish, but I 
don’t want anyone else to 
figure out where all those 
9- to-13-pound brook trout 
are …

GALEA: Telling fishing tales ain’t what it used to be with the prevalence of technology
FROM | 9

YOUNG CURLERS FROM 
ACROSS Ontario are de-
scending on Elmira this 
weekend for the U18 Bon-
spiel. 

For the fourth year run-
ning, the Elmira Curling 
Club is hosting the event 
for high school age players 
to compete for prizes add-
ing up to around $2,200.

Glenn Paulley, organizer 
and junior curling coach 
at the club, says this year’s 
bonspiel is part of an ex-
panded roster of competi-
tion for the players.

Elmira plays host to young curlers for the U18 bonspiel
LIZ BEVAN “It really is a great op-

portunity for the young-
sters to compete. This 
experience is going to pay 
off in how they do later 
on,” he said. “We are now 
formally part of the Junior 
Curling Tour, and on the 
tour, teams amass points 
based on how they do 
throughout the season. 
They get points and at 
the end of the year, the 
top teams on the tour will 
playoff for the champion-
ship.”

The tournament has 
only gotten bigger over 
the last four years, and 

this time out there are 
two Elmira teams with an 
Elmira player joining the 
Richmond Hill team as 
their skip. 

“We knew that we would 
be able to attract some 
teams when we started 
because there just wasn’t 
as much competition out 
there. But, the response 
has been great and we 
have kept it up every year,” 
said Paulley. “This year, I 
opened invitations in May 
and the girls’ draw was 
filled in ten days, and the 
boys filled by mid-June 
for an event seven months 

away.”
For the girls, Emma 

McKenzie will be skipping 
for the Elmira team, while 
on the boys side, Sam 
Domaratzki is the skip. 
Veronica Bernard will be 
skipping for Richmond 
Hill, but curls right here in 
Elmira. 

The tournament starts at 
6:30 p.m. on Jan. 20, with 
matches all day on Satur-
day and Sunday. Paulley 
invites the public to come 
and watch. 

“Last year, we had over 
100 people in the lounge 
watching on the first 

night. It is pretty great,” he 
said. “We only have seat-
ing for about 40, so it was 
standing room only. Ev-
eryone is welcome to come 
check it out.”

The club is hosting an-
other bonspiel on Feb. 4 
for U15 players, and it will 
act as a curling clinic at 
the same time.

“The idea is to educate 
the players,” he said. “We 
are going to run a clinic for 
two hours covering things 
like game-day nutrition, 
thinking about what they 
are eating. We are going to 
be running set-up drills, 

strategy sessions and I 
am going to be running a 
brushing clinic. The idea is 
they play one game, they 
come to the clinic, they 
get some instruction, then 
they play their second 
game and see if they can 
apply what they learned in 
the clinic.”

This weekend’s U18 
Bonspiel starts at 6:30 
p.m. sharp at the Elmira 
Curling Club with the boys 
going up against Oakville 
and Elmira’s girls’ team 
competing against the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Gran-
ite Club team. 

as the 99ers have wins.
The game play didn’t re-

flect the standings though, 
as the Kings quickly found 
themselves down 2-0 in 
the first.

“I don’t think our com-
pete and our intensity level 
was where we wanted it to 
be or need it to be for that 
matter. I think there was 
a few too many turnovers 
and odd man rushes. On 
Friday the odd man rushes 
weren’t there for Listowel 
and I think that’s a huge 
part for us is the odd-man 
rushes against, if we can 
limit that, that just wasn’t 
there Sunday for whatever 
reason,” Canal said.

First period Brantford 
goals came from Brandon 
Scanlin (Mike Finger, Kyle 
Walker) on the power play 
and Kevin Bray (Justin 
Donnelly) shorthanded.

And it wasn’t as if the 
Kings weren’t putting 
shots to the net seeing as 
in the first period they had 
17 shots, while Brantford 
had just eight, but two 
goals out of those.

Another new Sugar 
Kings player turned out 
to be the team’s saving 
grace in the second period. 
Jeremey Goodwin scored 
twice to tie the game head-
ing into the third period. 
Quinten Bruce, Matt Mur-
ray and Spencer Comelli 

assisted.
A goal from Jordan early 

in the third period, helped 
in by Hoelscher and Brown 
sealed the deal for the 
Kings, giving them a per-
fect four-point weekend.

Tyler Mazzocato made 
26 saves on 28 shots for El-
mira. Aidan Link saved 37 
of 40 shots for Brantford.

Three new faces joined 
the Kings’ roster last week 
just ahead of the trade 
deadline. The new addi-
tions are forwards Jeremey 
Goodwin and Jacob Buch, 
and defenceman Austin 
Ulett.

Ulett comes from the 
Caledonia Corvairs, also a 
Junior B team in the Gold-
en Horseshoe division. He 
was selected 122nd overall 
by the Peterborough Petes 
in the 2013 OHL Priority 
Draft.

“He’s a guy that plays 
hard, especially in practice 
he’s working hard, he’s 
competing, he’s pushing 
guys and I think that’s go-
ing to be the type that he 
brings to the game is just 
be tough to play against 
and make the simple, 
quick play,” Canal said.

Buch was picked up from 
the Thorold Blackhawks, a 
Junior B team in the Gold-
en Horseshoe division of 
the GOJHL. He was drafted 
95th overall by the London 
Knights in the 2014 OHL 
Priority Draft.

“He’s got some real good 
skill with the puck. He’s 
got some soft hands, he’s 
got some vision, he’s got 
patience with the puck. 
He’ll allow things to de-
velop in behind and that’s 
going to help our power 
play and help in the offen-
sive zone with some scor-
ing chances,” Canal said.

Goodwin started this 
season in the OHL with the 
Mississauga Steelheads. 
He previously played with 
the Waterloo Wolves’ AAA 
major midget team.

“Goodwin’s got size and 
speed and he works hard 
in all three zones. He’ll 
definitely bring that to the 
table. He can check, obvi-
ously he can score as well. 
He plays a hard, full ice 
game, which is nice,” Canal 
said.

He says this week they’ll 
be working on their one-
on-one battles  and turn-
ing their transition into 
offense when they create 
turnovers.

The Sugar Kings will 
head down the 85 to play 
the Waterloo Siskins on 
Jan. 21 at 7:30 p.m. They’re 
back at home for a 2 p.m. 
game on Jan. 22 against 
the Guelph Hurricanes. 
Following the game is the 
Sugar Kings’ annual jersey 
auction. Proceeds from 
the auction will go to the 
Woolwich Counselling 
Centre.

KINGS: Active at the trade deadline, adding 3
FROM | 9

hard and competed hard 
and that’s all that we can 
ask from the guys,” Gerber 
said.

Hudson Michaelis scored 
twice late in the first frame 
to give Ayr the lead. Damon 
Lemmon (2), Alex Mutton 
and Mitch Klie assisted.

Klie earned two of his 
own in the second to give 
the Centennials a comfort-
able 4-0 lead. Mutton, 
Michaelis and Connor Ma-
cLean were helpers.

Wellesley’s Alex Uttley, 
assisted by Shaun Picker-
ing, put his team on the 
board with just 31 seconds 
left in the period.

Ayr continued to domi-
nate in the final 20 min-
utes. While Colt Jaime was 
sitting out for a spearing 
penalty, Rob Grant scored 
on Wellesley net minder 
Ryan Porter. Eric Uba and 
Lemmon assisted.

Cal Jefferies earned his 
own power play marker 
two minutes later, helped 
by Nick Palmer and Sean 
McEwan. Ayr finished the 
game with Klie earning a 
hat trick. Mutton and Mica-
helis earned assists.

Porter made 33 saves for 
Wellesley.

“I think our guys re-
ally enjoy playing them, I 
hope that we get a chance 
to meet them again and 
that’ll be in the playoffs 

and we can figure out how 
to beat that team. It’s go-
ing to take a lot of things 
to go right for us, but I do 
really believe our boys are 
up for the challenge and 
are excited about hopefully 
meeting them again in the 
playoffs,” Gerber said.

Wellesley followed up at 
home the next afternoon 
with a 12-3 win over the 
Delhi Travellers. They 
came out strong in the first, 
knocking back three goals, 
two from Uttley and one 
from Jordan Hoekstra on 
the power play. Pickering, 
Hoekstra, Lucas Spence,  
Kyle Soper (2), and Uttley 
assisted.

The Jacks increased to a 
5-0 lead in the second pe-
riod with goals from McE-
wan (Palmer, Spence) and 
Mark Lebold (Mario Alyas, 
Brenden Goran) before 
Delhi managed to score. 
Jared Misener was first 
on the board for Delhi, as-
sisted by Garret Maier and 
Brody Hunt.

The rest of the second 
period saw back and forth 
play with both teams scor-
ing twice more to head 
into the third period 7-3 for 
Wellesley. Soper and Hoek-
stra (Palmer, Jefferies, 
Uttley and Nick Mercier) 
scored for Wellesley, while 
Brody Martin and Misener 
(Brady Reid, Hunt and 
Maier) scored for Delhi.

“You can’t take anybody 

lightly so before the game 
we talked about making 
sure we play 60 minutes 
and a complete game, tak-
ing care of our end and 
making good decisions 
with the puck. I thought 
we did that against Delhi 
except for we had a bit of a 
lapse for probably 10 min-
utes in the second period 
and they scored their three 
goals,” Gerber said.

He says the players can’t 
take any shift off or they’ll 
get scored on.

Wellesley wasn’t about 
to let Delhi come any 
closer to winning, and put 
back five goals in the final 
period to finish the game. 
Applejacks goal scorers 
were Soper, Hoekstra, Jai-
me unassisted, Uttley and 
McEwan.  Jefferies, Matt 
Dipaolo, Uttley, Pickering 
(2), Mercier (2) and Soper 
assisted. 

Rhett Kimmell filled in 
goaltending duties for the 
Jacks and made 21 saves 
on 24 shots. Delhi split 
the game between goalies 
Liam Mullet and Sam Roy 
who each made 20 saves 
on 27 and 25 shots, respec-
tively.

Gerber says they decided 
to rest Porter after the 
game against Ayr and their 
other goalie Ryan Hergott 
was away for a course for 
school.

JACKS: Coach liked compete level in both games
FROM | 9
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VENTURE

FIELD
NOTES

RETAIL / OVERHAULING THE SPACE

EARLIER THIS WEEK WE 
learned results from a 
poll showing Canada has 
passed the UK as the most 
desirable English-speaking 
post-secondary destination 
for students from the Euro-
pean Union.

More than 60 per cent of 
respondents said that Brex-
it has made the UK a less 
desirable place to study. 
And almost three-quarters 
of the respondents said the 
election of Donald Trump 
has made the U.S. less at-
tractive.

That’s great news for our 
local universities, which 
are among the finest in the 
country.

But it’s an unfortunate 
blow to Americans and to 
their great institutions, 
which are made even great-
er by the participation of 
international students and 
the unique perspectives 
they bring.

I’m hoping it’s hits like 
that will make Trump, 
who’ll be inaugurated 
Friday, wake up and take 
a more caring view of the 
world.

Among my many con-
cerns with his presidency is 
that in his zeal to appease 
the malcontents at home, 
he will lose sight of Ameri-
ca’s role in helping feed the 
world.

Somehow, those Ameri-
cans who advocate for hun-

Trump 
legacy: feed 
the world, 
not the ego
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observerxtra.com/ads/

TAKING CARE 
OF BUSINESS

NO OTHER ADVERTISING OPTION
AS EFFECTIVE OR INEXPENSIVE TO

REACH THE LOCAL MARKET. PERIOD.
• Delivered to 16,500 homes in Woolwich, 

Wellesley & Waterloo every week.
• Max. readership with 100% LOCAL content
• This market’s leading/original social media

THE VILLAGE SHOPPES IS 
about three months away 
from being ready for ten-
ants to move into its retail 
and office space currently 
undergoing extensive reno-
vations in Elmira’s down-
town.

Crews have been visible 
in and outside of the build-
ing for many months doing 
demolition and changing 
the building’s layout. 

“We’ve taken out all of 
the walls. The problem 
with the building was that 
it was so many different 
levels,” said Gavin Fitzpat-
rick, vice-president of busi-
ness development at The 
Kain Group, while on site 

Renovations of Elmira’s Village 
Shoppes nearing completion

Developer ran into a long list of issues in repurposing a 
building set up for open retail use as Brox’s Olde Towne Village

WHITNEY NEILSON on Monday.
Woolwich Total Health 

Pharmacy is the only 
business that stayed on 
when The Kain Group an-
nounced their plans for 
renovations last year. The 
pharmacy is moving to 
the front of the building, 
nearly doubling in size.

The building will include 
four spaces on the first 
floor, one being the phar-
macy, and another four 
on the second floor. The 
spaces can be combined, 
though, to make larger of-
fices.

The plan is for the first 
floor to be retail and the 
second floor to be offices. 
There is no plan for the 
basement as of yet. The 

company considered mak-
ing it residential, but de-
cided against it.

“What we’re planning on 
is 1,000- to 1,500-square-
foot spaces possibly, if 
people need more we can 
certainly do more. On 
the main floor, we have 
one space that could be 
6,000-square feet.”

Fitzpatrick says the 
design was one of the big-
gest challenges because of 
the multiple levels in the 
building, as well as trying 
to envision how to best use 
the space. He expects ten-
ants to be able to move in 
by April.

“It was built as a single 
retail building and that has 
implications with things 

like fire code, for example. 
You have to have a wall be-
tween separate businesses 
that takes a long time to 
burn. Getting the build-
ing to the point where you 
could divide it up, dividing 
it up changes your heating 
system, it changes your 
sprinklers, it changed ev-
erything.”

The next largest chal-
lenge was the scope of work 
and making sure that they 
made the building flexible, 
efficient, and hopefully ap-
pealing to the eye.

“The architect spent a lot 
of time trying to figure out 
how to get the flow of the 
building right.”

Some businesses decided 
to set up shop elsewhere 

because of the rising cost of 
common area fees. They’ve 
changed the layout to de-
crease the common area 
and added energy efficien-
cies like new windows, bet-
ter insulating and lighting 
to bring down heating and 
electricity costs as well.

“It turns out when we 
got into it, it was definitely 
time for us to be doing 
this.”

He says they’ve already 
had interest in the building 
and they could see offices 
on the second floor being 
used by a company  looking 
for an open space outside 
of the city.

“We’re noticing some of 

SHOPPES | 13

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS
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gry people in developing 
countries must convince 
him of his huge influence 
over millions of peoples’ 
lives. As a nation, Ameri-
cans are generous and 
giving, among the most 
charitable people in the 
world. Can they appeal to 
his sense of compassion?

That sounds like a 
stretch for someone who 
became famous for pub-
licly disgracing and fir-
ing people. But taking a 
hard line could have dire 
consequences for world 
hunger.

We’re at a crossroads. 
Even a conservative farm 
magazine like John Deere’s 
Furrow is publishing sto-
ries about how, despite re-
cord U.S. crop production, 
the world is falling short on 
food. It’s said farmers need 
to increase their output by 
1.75 per cent annually to 
meet future food needs. 
But they’re stuck at 1.3 per 
cent.

And all the while, the 
population grows. In the 
U.S., and indeed every-
where, a commitment to 

research against hunger is 
needed. A survey of U.S. 
farmers’ optimism showed 
skyrocketing positivity 
after Trump was elected. 
Farmers voted for him, 
and they think he is going 
to lead them to prosper-
ity – and that could lead to 
a much different agenda 
than helping the world 
feed itself.

Here’s where my 
prayers are going. I’m 
imagining a scenario at 
which some point in his 
presidency, Trump real-
izes he could leave a truly 
admirable, long-lasting 
legacy by getting behind 
efforts that will help feed 
the world. Yes, this would 
include aid that fill gaps 
in disasters. But more im-
portantly, it would involve 
support for evidence-
based programs that help 
farmers in developing 
countries try to meet do-
mestic needs.

The need for greater 
domestic food production 
programs comes at a time 
when the organization 
of which I’m president, 
the 5,000-member Inter-
national Federation of 

Agricultural Journalists, is 
making new inroads into 
developing countries. A 
free press is vital for agri-
culture to advance, and for 
farmers to have the best 
information possible to 
manage their operations. It 
doesn’t matter if you have 
3,000 acres in Ontario or 
an acre in The Gambia. 
The scale is different, but 
the need is similar. And 
overwhelmingly, the agri-
cultural media, operating 
independently, has a huge 
role in delivering that in-
formation.

I don’t know a single 
person who thinks the 
next four years won’t be 
difficult, and maybe even 
disastrous. But everywhere 
farming takes place, in-
cluding Canada, opportu-
nities exist for farmers to 
make positive change by 
staying focused and work-
ing hard to connect with 
society.

Everyone will need to 
work together to keep our 
agri-food sector moving 
forward, in the face of one 
of its greatest challenges 
ever: President Donald 
Trump.

ROBERTS: Can Trump be persuaded to pick up 
the American spirit of generosity? 
FROM | 11

• Do you use more than one regular-sized blue box every week for cans,   
cartons, bottles and jars?

• Is one of your current blue boxes broken?
• Do you need reminders about all the different types of containers that are   

accepted in the Blue Box program?

If you answer “yes” to any of these questions, pick up an 89 litre “containers   
only” blue box at one of the following locations:

Where:
• Township of Woolwich Administration building, 24 Church St. W. Elmira,   

open Monday to Friday  9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Woolwich Memorial Centre, 24 Snyder Ave S. Elmira      

Sunday to Saturday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
• Breslau Community Centre,100 Andover Dr. Breslau      

Monday to Friday 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday and Sunday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

One per household, while supplies last. Proof of residency required.

Do you need a
           Blue Box? BIGGER SIZE!

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/waste  
519-575-4400  TTY 519-575-4608

www.woolwich.ca
519-669-6026

BIG

www.stjacobshomelo�s.ca www.stjacobsplace.ca

One suite o�ers Independent Living at its nest and the other 
Suite provides all the superb  amenities of supportive living.

A Suite has become available at both of 
our prized properties in St. Jacobs!

Contact Marlen to reserve your choice of suite at: 
519-404-5359 or marlenb@stjacobsplace.ca

Looking for back issues of the Observer?
Visit us online at  https://www.observerxtra.com/archives
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Post and beam construction.

Sidewalk 
clearing tips
Clear the snow as soon 
as you can so a snowy 
sidewalk doesn’t 
become an icy one.

Do not use salt or  
de-icers to melt snow.

Sprinkle salt or de-icer 
on icy areas only and 
give it time to work.

Create traction with  
non-clumping kitty 
litter or sand to reduce 
the potential to slip.

curbthesalt.ca
CURB THE
SALT
Salt impacts our water. 

We all have a role to play.

1 Union St., Elmira

519-669-3072
THE SHOPS AT ROXTON

www.elmiragif toutlet.com

HOURS: MON-WED 9:30-5:30, THURS-FRI 9:30-7:00, SATURDAY 9:30-5:30
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ClearanceClearance
SALESALE
50

SALESALE
%0%%%
OFF

NEXT SENIOR’S DAY Thursday, January 26th

Clearance
SALE STARTS Thursday, January 19th

REGULAR PRICE

Winter Clothing, Winter Clothing, Winter Clothing, Winter Clothing, 
Purses, Scarves,

Hats, Mitts & Gloves

the tech companies are in-
terested in getting a bit out 
of town. There are lots of 
possibilities. We’re hoping 
to get some interest over 
the next few weeks.”

Plans for the exterior 
of the building call for a 
change of the colour pal-
ette, grey with charcoal 
grey trim and a copper 
stripe around the middle. 
He says they wanted to ren-
ovate the outside to fit in 
with the downtown and not 
stick out like a sore thumb, 

SHOPPES: Original construction posed plenty of challenges for architect redesigning the building
FROM | 11

but also be recognizable.
“We’re trying to make 

sure that we build a build-
ing that’s going to be worth 
the effort we put into it. 
The whole thing was to 
make the building leasable 
and getting the levels sort-

ed out was certainly a big 
part of that. Esthetics are 
obviously huge as well.”

They’ve taken off the 
balcony from the top floor 
of the front of the building 
which brings the build-
ing further back from the 
sidewalk, lending itself to 
a patio for a restaurant or 
coffee shop.

“What we’re trying to 
do is build a flexible space 
so that we have as many 
opportunities to do things 
with it that we can. We 
don’t want to close any 
doors on ourselves.”

519.696.3275
1092 Bridge St., New Dundee, ON N0B 2E0
info@dundeerecycling.com

SCRAP METAL RECYCLING 
Bin Services • E-Waste

Bridge St.

Plains R
oad

New Dundee

Trussler Road

 

WHAT WE BUY
Farm Equipment, Cars, Trucks, Road 
Trailers, Appliances, Structural Steel, 
Sheet Steel, Misc. Scrap Steel, Copper, 
Aluminum, Brass, Stainless, Lead, Lead 
Acid Batteries, Diecast, Carbide, 
Insulated Wiring, Alternators, Starters, 
Magnesium, Car Rims & Butyl Rubber 
Inner Tubes.

The owner of the Village Shoppes 
expects the building to be ready 
for tenants by April after carrying 
out extensive renovations to 
improve the design and energy 
efficiency.
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

Go west, young man, where the laughs are
Elmira Theatre Company now rehearsing its production of Norm Foster’s Outlaw, which opens Feb. 3

WHITNEY NEILSON

THE WILD WEST IS com-
ing to Elmira, but every-
thing is not as it seems.

In two weeks, Elmira 
Theatre Company will 
present Norm Foster’s Out-
law, a play which finds Ca-
nadian Bob Hicks accused 
of murder while working in 
the U.S. The comedy is part 
of the theatre company’s 
fully Canadian season.

The story is set in 1871 
in a small town outside 
of Kansas, called Baxter 
Springs.

Hicks is a Manitoba 
farmer who travels to the 
Unites States to work to 
support his family after he 
suffers an early frost and 
heeds warnings from the 
Farmer’s Alamanc that it 
will be a tough winter.

“He went down to Texas 
to take part in a cattle 
drive. The cattle drive 
pulled into Baxter Springs 
and from that point on 
things happen and he end-
ed up in a sticky situation, 
he’s accused of a murder. 
And basically the rest of 
the story is about him 
trying to prove his inno-
cence,” said director Thom 
Smith.

Producer Bev Dietrich 
has seen the play per-
formed before and decided 
to put it forward to the 
play selection committee 
last year.

“It was funny, it was hi-
larious. It’s a different type 
of Norm Foster. It doesn’t 
take place in the box set, in 
the living room. It’s more 
tongue-in-cheek stuff, 
little zingers,” Dietrich ex-
plained.

Smith took on the direct-
ing role for this play be-
cause he’s enjoyed putting 

together Norm Foster plays 
in previous years and this 
seemed a fun contrast to 
the last Foster production 
he’d directed, The Melville 
Boys.

He hasn’t seen the play 
performed before and 
that’s how he likes it.

“It’s almost one of my 
criteria, I don’t like to have 
seen the show before be-
cause then you come into 
it with some preconceived 
notions and I try to avoid 
that,” Smith said.

The all-male cast con-
sists of four veteran actors. 
Tom Bolton plays Roland 
Keets, Gord Cameron  
plays Will Vanhorne, Brian 
Otto plays Dupuis Tarwa-
ter and Steve Robinson 

plays Bob Hicks.
“Steve Robinson is our 

protagonist. Gord Cam-
eron is the cattle hand who 
finds Bob out in the wild to 
bring him to justice. Brian 
Otto is the sheriff who is 
there to see that justice is 
done. And Tom Bolton is 
the cattle rancher whose 
brother was murdered,” 
Smith explains.

They started rehearsing 
at the end of August and 
the show opens on Feb. 3.

The set of the show is 
different than usual ETC 
plays. It’s minimalist and 
set outdoors rather than 
inside.

“I wanted it to come 
across more as a retelling 
of this story, sort of in a 

spirit of amazing stories of 
the Wild West. It’s almost, 
I use the word vaudeville, 
because it’s about that 
timeframe that we’re say-
ing they’re putting this 
show on. But it could be 
something that was in Bill 
Hickok’s Wild West Show,” 
Smith said.

They’ve submitted this 
show for adjudication, 
which means an adju-
dicator will judge their 
Feb. 11 performance to be 
considered as one of the 
five shows selected for the 
Western Ontario Drama 
League Festival. Smith 
encourages the public to 
attend that performance if 
they’re interested in a brief 
public adjudication after 

the show and to show their 
support for the actors.

“It’s a nice chance for 
them to get some insight 
from a person that has a 
great deal of experience 
with theatre coming in and 
saying this is what I liked, 
this is what was really 
good, this is where some 
things could have been 
different.”

Just the theatre compa-
ny will get a private, more 
detailed adjudication after 
that.

Each WODL theatre is 
welcome to submit a show 
for adjudication each year 
and those shows have the 
possibility to be selected 
for the WODL Festival. 
The winner of that goes 

The Elmira Theatre Company presents Norm Foster’s Outlaw for three weekends next month. Here, Tom Bolton, Steve Robinson, and Gord Cameron rehearse a scene from the show that 
finds a Canadian farmer in a sticky situation when he heads to the U.S. for work. Brian Otto rounds out the four-person cast. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

CLEANING HOUSE SALE
O w n  a  P i e c e  o f  “ T h e  D o g ”

341 Marsland Dr, Waterloo  N2J 3Z2
Beautiful Christmas Decor:
Trees, wreaths, ornaments, garland + up to 80% off retail!

Furniture:
Leather couches $395, bar stools from $25, dining chairs from $5, 
coffee and end tables, patio furniture and heaters, office furniture and 
supplies, 9’ oak pool tables $499 incl. balls and cues, freezer from 
$50, booth seats and tables, table clothes $3.

Restaurant - Banquet Equipment (large quantities available):
Stackable black padded chairs from $17, folding 8’ tables, white
dishes, cutlery, glassware, vases, baskets, 12’ boardroom table $75, 
curtaining (gold/red) $3, staff lockers, concession/kitchen equipment.

or call (519) 886-7777 Ext.29

on to the Theatre Ontario 
Festival.  

“I’m trying not to let it 
put pressure on me. The 
idea here is that you put on 
a show, the best show you 
can for the audience that’s 
paid for their ticket. In my 
head this is just another 
one of those nights where 
we’re trying to put on the 
best show we can for the 
audience who have paid to 
be there,” Smith said.

Dietrich adds they try 
to pick a play to be adju-
dicated that has got some 
meat to it, that is worth 
being adjudicated too. The 
theatre company has been 
to the WODL Festival and 
the Theatre Ontario Festi-
val numerous times.

The show touches on a 
variety of subtexts from 
gun control to war and 
Smith says there’s a lot 
that the audience could 
take away from the show, 
especially given each of 
the characters is wrongly 
judged at some point dur-
ing the play.

“What I would like to 
think is people just come 
out a little more open 
minded about tolerance 
of others, not pre-judging, 
not jumping to conclu-
sions. If there’s a lesson to 
be learned, I think that’s 
probably one of the more 
obvious lessons to be 
learned from this play,” 
Smith said.

Outlaw runs at Elmira 
Theatre Company’s 76 
Howard Ave. location from 
Feb. 3-18. All shows are at 
8 p.m., except for on Sun-
days, which are 2:30 p.m. 
matinees. Tickets are $20 
and are available online at 
www.elmiratheatre.com or 
by calling 519-578-1570 or 
1-800-265-8977.
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.
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CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

RENTALS

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. 519-635-
8737.

FOR SALE

INDUSTRIAL SERGER - three 
thread with table. M600 
Pegasus with rolled hem. 
Excellent for ruffles and 
hemming etc. Best offer. 
Call 519-498-9537.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treatment 
of specific health conditions 
or wellness maintenance. 
KEVIN BARTLEY, Professional 
Bowenwork Practitioner, 
Clock Tower Wellness Centre, 
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
519-669-0112. Every Body is 
Better with Bowen!

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, 
collectibles and miscella-
neous items, to be held at 
the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles South 
of Wellesley, on Saturday, 
January 21st @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451. 

AUCTIONS

SAT. JAN 21 at 10:00 AM - 
Auction sale of approx 300 
toys including farm toys; 
machinery; banks; Schnei-
der collectables; and other 
collectables to be held at 
the St. Jacob’s Commu-
nity Centre in St. Jacob’s for 
Michael Detzler of Waterloo 
and Glen Sippel of Milver-
ton with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CEDAR VALLEY DESIGN is 
looking for full-time help 
as a machine operator/
machine setup and tool 
sharpening in a millwork 
shop. If interested please 
call 519-669-0122

WORK 
WANTED

ELMIRA BASED TRUCK-
ING company is looking 
for a dedicated weekly / 
daily run to K-W, Toronto, 
London, Stoney Creek areas. 
Max 15,000 lbs. Call George 
Haffner Trucking 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045. 

EXPERIENCED YOUNG MEN-
NONITE girl available for 
child care or senior support. 
For more information and 
rates call Erma at 519-699-
6007.

FOR SALE

CEDAR LOGS/POLES 
APPROX. 120. 10ft - 20ft, 6” 
- 12” dia. $800 for all. 519-
634-9746, evenings.

30” WHITE LG French door 
fridge with large freezer 
drawer. Excellent condition. 
$600. Call 519-498-9537.

HOME  
HARDWARE

MATERIAL  
HANDLERS

JOB FAIRS

Each year Home Hardware Stores Limited employs 
over 150 Terms and Students to work in the St. Jacobs 
Distribution Centre during the summer to cover holiday 
shifts and help during our busiest time of the year. Material 
Handlers pick and pack product for our Dealers.  Must 
be able to perform strenuous physical activities, including: 
walking, standing, bending, lifting and must be willing to be 
trained on powered lift equipment.
Term Material Handlers 
– We are hiring for the Afternoon Shift (3pm-11pm) and 
Night Shift (11pm-7am) from March to October.  Rate of 
pay is $15.68 / hour plus 7.5% shift premium for Afternoons 
or Nights.
Student Material Handlers 
– We are hiring for the Day Shift (7am-3pm) and  
Afternoon Shift (3pm-11pm) from May to August.   
Rate of pay is $11.50 / hour, plus 7.5% shift premium for 
Afternoons.  Rate increases for second and subsequent 
summers. Applicants must be 16 years old to be eligible. 
Students need to be available to work Saturdays and 
public holidays as required.

AT HOME HARDWARE’S DISTRIBUTION CENTRE
34 HENRY STREET, ST. JACOBS

(ENTER THROUGH RECEPTION)

BRING YOUR RESUME  
AND REFERENCES!

WALK-IN FOR AN INTERVIEW!
Unable to attend?

Please send your resume or inquiries to  
hr@homehardware.ca

We look forward to meeting you!

WE WILL ACCOMMODATE THE NEEDS OF QUALIFIED APPLICANTS UNDER THE HUMAN RIGHTS CODE  
IN ALL PARTS OF THE HIRING PROCESS.

TERM  
FEB. 4, 2017

9:00am to 1:00pm

STUDENT  
FEB. 8, 2017

3:00pm to 7:00pm

POSITIONS AVAILABLE

ELMIRA OBSV_2017 4col-5.063x4.617.indd   1 2017-01-12   11:44 AM
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Our St. Jacobs Retail Store currently has the following opportunity...

Part-Time Retail Sales Associate  
8am to 5pm Saturdays - Noon to 5pm Sundays  

Weekdays - approx. 7am to 6/9pm
Approximately 24 hours per week 

Must be available for all store hours

Responsible to the Retail Store Manager for providing courteous and 
ef�cient service to our customers and staff, you will provide advice 
on appropriate merchandise and related items. You will handle 
cash, credit card, and debit card payments by using PRISM and 
Royal Bank Debit card machines, ticket and replenish merchandise, 
and general housekeeping of shelves and merchandise on display. 
Heavy lifting and unloading truck shipments will be required. 

You have a high school diploma or equivalent, a friendly and 
helpful attitude toward customers and good communication 
skills. A good working knowledge of hardware and home repairs 
is required.

We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions.  
If you are interested in becoming part of Home Hardware, please 
forward your resume, quoting the Retail Sales Associate (#837),  
by Monday, January 30th, 2017 to: Human Resources Department, 
Home Hardware Stores Limited, 34 Henry St. W., St. Jacobs, ON 

N0B 2N0  E-mail: hr@homehardware.ca

We will accommodate the needs of quali�ed 
applicants under the Human Rights Code in all parts 
of the hiring process.

VACANCY
 CAMEO COURT APARTMENTS

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA

Rare Premium Downtown Elmira, 
spacious single Bedroom open-layout  
Apartment AVAILABLE in newer (2012) 
Apartment Building complete with 
Elevator, Main floor Common Room, 
individual Central Heating / Air 
Conditioning in each Apt., as well as 5 
appliances (washer/dryer in each Apt.)

CONTACT:
(519) 525-2222 or (519) 505-3456
OR:      evans@hurontel.on.ca

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

309A Licensed Electrician required

Please submit resume to:

 
 

  

ESA Licence # 7011850

Email to: rgimblet@erbelectric.ca 

We are currently looking to expand our team

The Successful applicant will be detail oriented, have 
strong communication skills/interpersonal skills and be 
a team player with the ability to work independently. 
In Addition, the successful candidate will have: 
• Experience in Commercial, Industrial and Residen-

tial applications 
• Ability to read electrical blueprints 
• A valid G license with clean driver abstract 
• Good comprehension of today’s electrical code 

requirements 
Competitive wage and benefit package provided.

Now Hiring

We are seeking a mature individual 
with excellent attention to detail to 

join our TEAM!
If you are able to lift 50lbs. please 

forward your resume with references to 
barb@elmirastoveworks.com

A Metal and 
Fiberglass Sander 
for Day Shift M-F

Looking for a change and would like to be 
part of a Community Minded Company?

when: January 28, 2017
where: 

320 Livingstone Ave., S. 
Listowel, ON

time: 9 AM – 1:00 PM

• Production Associates – wage starting 
at $17.11 per hour plus shift premium 

 • Afternoon (3-11) & Nights (11- 7), 
5 days a week with some overtime

• Maintenance Manager 
• Production Supervisor

We offer competitive wages, profit share, 
benefits, RRSP match and more.

We have been a long standing employer in Listowel, 
producing yarn for the craft industry.

Please bring your resume and work related references.  
We would love to talk to you in person! 

Spinrite is an equal opportunity employer committed to diversity and inclusion. 
We encourage qualified applicants to apply and will accommodate the needs of 

qualified applicants under the Human Rights Code in all parts of the hiring process.

If you can’t make it, send your resume to:
careers@spinriteyarns.com

Check us out at www.spinriteyarns.com

We are holding a 
JOB FAIR and hiring:
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BUYING? SELLING? 
OR JUST LOOKING?
WE HAVE THE FRESHEST 
LISTINGS IN THE MARKET.

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

List Now While Inventory is Low! List Now While Inventory is Low! List Now While Inventory is Low! 

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

Donating back to 
the community 
we call home.

Arthur - Open 
concept main floor 
with kitchen island. 
Massive basement 
with large recreation 
room and bedroom 
or office space. New 
roof in 2012. Great 
starter home for first 
time buyers. MLS.

$324,000$324,000$324,000Waterloo -  3 Bedrm 
2 Bathrm, deck and 
patio, mature trees, 
extra-large garage (31 
x 18), all new doors 
and windows in the 
last 5 years, newer 
kitchen, finished rec 
room and new metal 
roof in 2015. MLS.

$349,000$349,000$349,000

Heidelberg - Minutes 
from KW, set on a large 
lot in a welcoming 
crescent, this home has 
a fully fenced large back 
yard.  Updates include 
roof, sump pump, and 
septic system! Make this 
your dream home! MLS.

$499,000$499,000$499,000$499,000

a fully fenced large back 
yard.  Updates include 
roof, sump pump, and 
septic system! Make this 
your dream home! MLS.

$499,000$499,000$499,000$499,000$499,000$499,000

SOLD
Elmira - Choose your finishes in this 2 bedroom semi-detached 
bungalow. 4 other floor plans and appropriate pricing available. MLS.

$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900

Elmira - Choose your finishes in this 2 bedroom semi-detached 
bungalow. 4 other floor plans and appropriate pricing available. MLS.

$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900

SOLD

Elmira - Charming and 
spacious century home 
with five bedrooms, 
includes a finished attic, 
wrap-around porches, 
large fenced backyard 
and 2700sqft of living 
space. MLS.

$495,000$495,000$495,000

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

5 Floor Plans to Choose From.
CALL FOR DETAILS

Semi-detached 
Homes Available!

ELMIRA

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4
519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

WOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

We donate a portion of our 
commission from every 
house sale to the Woolwich 
Community Services

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie Shanna

INVENTORY IS LOW. WE HAVE BUYERS WHO NEED HOMES.
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

Paradigm (Elmira) 
Homes - CALL TODAY 
TO RESERVE YOUR 
UNIT on future 
executive town home 
developments Coming 
soon, Block of 5 and 
Block of 4, bungalow & 
bungalow-loft plans. 
EXCLUSIVE.

SOUTHWOOD ESTATES EXECUTIVE TOWN HOMES UNIQUE 5.24 ACRE 
SETTING 
$849,900 FLORADALE 
Extensive renovations, 
triple car garage/work-
shop, Chef's kitchen, 
granite, island, build in 
appliances, main floor 
master suite, fieldstone 
fireplace, formal entertain-
ing rooms, brick archway 
to wine/press house. MLS.

DRAYTON 
CENTURY HOME 
$299,900 Located on a 
dead end street bordering 
private farmland. Private 
yard, detached garage,  
2000 sq ft 4 bedroom home 
with mainfloor family room 
addition; a well cared for 
home  NEW MLS.

NEW LISTING!

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA   DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

$500,000
This is the country property 
you've been waiting for, 1 acre 
treed lot with a detached 20 x 30 
foot garage, a 16 x 10 foot deck. 
The house has been completely 
renovated with an addition 
added and is now 2800sq. ft.. 
New insulation 6 inch bats, 
updated electrical, kitchen. New 
roof 3 years ago. In total you have 
2800 Sq Ft of finished space. The 
basement is unfinished. MLS.

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

NEW LISTING
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DEADLINE FOR HELP WANTED ADS IS WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

NEW LISTING | Drayton | $349,500
Look at the spacious yard of 100 ft by 175 ft ( plus a bonus 25 ft)  
deep.3 bedroom 3 bath, 2 gas fireplaces, vaulted ceiling, large front 
porch, dble garage 24 x 22.  Edge of town, backing onto farm land. 
Don't delay. Call Dale. MLS

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For info on these or any other real estate enquiries, Call Dale

PUBLIC NOTICE

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to discuss the draft 2017 budgets as required by 
section 290 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended:

• Tax-supported operating budget; and
• Tax-supported capital budget;

at three special budget meetings on January 12th, January 19th and January 26th, 2017, each commencing 
at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, Municipal Office, 24 Church Street West, Elmira.
The Draft Budget Highlight Report is available to view on the Township website.
Richard Petherick, CPA, CMA  
Director of Finance & Treasurer

AUCTIONS

DOUBLE RING MULTIPLE Estate 
& Consignment Auction of 
Furniture, Antiques, Shop 
tools and Farm Support 
items. Sale to be held at 
#7213 Line 86 Wallenstein, 
approx. 6 km west of Elmira. 
Saturday, January 21 at 10:00 
a.m. Gerald Bowman Auc-
tions 519-638-5708. 

WED. JAN 25 at 10:00 
- Clearing auction sale 
of furniture; antiques; 
collectables; household 
effects; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for a Kitchener 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD SERVING 
you for over 10 years. Your #1 
source of quality slabwood 
and bodywood. Delivery 
available. 519-656-2057.

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15 PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

PRINTING SERVICES

AUCTIONS

WED. FEB 8 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; antiques; collect-
ables; household effects; 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at the St. Jacob’s 
Community Centre in St. 
Jacob’s for a Waterloo area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

WANTED

ROLEX, OMEGA, POCKET 
Watches, antique clocks, 
gold rings, jewellery, coins, 
toys, militaria, records, 
musical instruments, toys, 
any gold or silver items. 
Call Terry @ 519-242-6900, 
or 519-210-0551 or email: 
gallamore@golden.net. We 
pay cash!!!

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED

We are hiring Formse�ers and Labourers for 
commercial, residential and agricultural 
concrete formwork. Competitive wages 
offered, ove�ime a�er 44hrs/week and paid 
drive time to non-local work.

Contact Jeremy Ma�in at 226-868-2448 
or by email: jmjrockforming@gmail.com

FORMSETTERS & LABOURERS

Full time position available  
in our orchard market store.

Successful applicant will arrange produce 
displays and provide friendly customer service. 

Some lifting required. Applicant must have good 
communication skills and be available Saturdays.  

Please send resume to: 
hr@martinsapples.com  

or  
1420 Lobsinger Line, RR #1,  

Waterloo, ON, N2J 4G8.

RENTALS

ELMIRA - 2 Bedroom Semi. 
Finished basement, all appli-
ances including dishwasher, 
big fenced yard with large 
shed and fire pit. No pets, no 
smoking. $1300/mth + utili-
ties. 519-635-5225 or email: 
maderdesigns@hotmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

THE SHAREHOLDERS OF the 
Elmira Farmer’s Shed will 
hold their ANNUAL MEETING 
in the Farmers’ Plus Board 
Room on Fir. Jan. 27, 2017 at 
1:30 p.m.
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998Since 1998

For digging through frozen ground! 
• Trenching
• Excavating
• Back fill compaction plate
• Laneway sanding available

INTRODUCING OUR PIC BUCKET

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE BREAKING
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!
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• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com
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FAMILY ALBUM

OBITUARY

Remers, Anthony (Tony)
Passed away at his home with family by 
his side on Saturday, January 14, 2017, 
at the age of 57 years. Tony Remers 
was the special brother of Inge (Walter) 
Lawrence, Hildegard, Ruth, Herb, 
and Wally (Elaine). Also brother of 
Friedhelm Remers of Berlin, Germany. 
Uncle of Randy Indoe, Angela (Dennis) 
Gingrich, Mark (Paula) Remers, Ryan 
Remers, Jeremy Remers (deceased 
2016), Krystal Remers, and Charmaine 
(Michel) Martel. Great-uncle of Anna, 
Rebecca and Rachel Gingrich, Anna 
Kenney, Matthias and Daniella Remers, 
and Myka Martel. Predeceased by his 
parents Rudi (2002) and Elisabeth 
(January 2017) Remers. Tony was 
loved and will be greatly missed by the 
staff and residents of Elmira District 
Community Living (EDCL). Interment 
took place on Tuesday, January 17, 2017 
at 12 noon at Elmira Union Cemetery. 
Memorial visitation followed from 1-2 
p.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship, 
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira, with a 
memorial service at 2 p.m. A reception 
followed in the Fellowship Hall. In 
memory of Tony, donations to Elmira 
District Community Living (EDCL) 
would be appreciated. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

BECK, F. Stafford
Passed away peacefully into the pres-
ence of his Maker, at Groves Memo-
rial Community Hospital in Fergus, on 
January 12, 2017 in his 94th year. De-
voted husband of Florence (Cressman) 
for 56 years. Lovingly remembered by 
his son Bruce (Lois) of Abbotsford, B.C. 
and his daughter Patricia Beck of Ty-
ler, Texas. Fondly remembered by his 
grandchildren Matthew and Elizabeth 
Beck. Survived by his sister Dorothy 
Mills, niece Donna Porty (Keith) and 
nephew Doug Darby (Sharon). Prede-
ceased by his daughter Cindy Beck, 
sister Laura De Long and brothers in 
laws George De Long, Orville Darby 
and Don Mills. Friends were received 
at the Graham A. Giddy Funeral 
Home & Chapel, 37 Church St. East 
in Elora, on Sunday, January 15th 
from 2:00 to 4:00pm. Funeral Ser-
vice was conducted at Bethel Men-
nonite Church, 6772 Eighth Line 
West in Elora, on Monday, January 
16, 2017 at 11:00am. In lieu of flowers, 
donations can be directed to the Men-
nonite Central Committee of Canada 
or Youth With a Mission, Tyler, Texas. 

www.grahamgiddyfh.com

OBITUARY

Martin, Velina
Martin, Velina – of Parkhill in her 85th 

year was called to her eternal home on 
Monday, January 9, 2017. Beloved wife 
of Amos (2002) for 47 years.
Dear mother of Gerald and Sharon 
Martin of Hawkesville, Ray and Judi 
Martin of Millgrove, Terry and Brenda 
Martin of Niverville, MB, Jane and 
Dave Flook of Stouffville, Judy and 
Earl Hochachka of Parkhill, also 
survived by 16 Grandchildren and 9 
Great Grandchildren.
Velina was the 4th child in a family of 7 
where she grew in her faith in a close 
knit family with parents Amos and 
Louisa and siblings Henry, Clarence, 
Mary, Verna, Nelson and Emerson.
Velina was a mentor and encour-
ager in her community and with her 
church family. 
A visitation took place at Grace Bible 
Chapel on Saturday, January 14th from 
2-4pm and 7-9pm with a service on 
Sunday at the North Middlesex Com-
munity Centre at 2:00 with Pastor 
Steve Brown officiating. Interment 
followed at Parkhill Cemetery. 
Donations are appreciated in Ve-
lina’s name to the Gideon Bible 
Society,Rising Above, Youth For 
Christ, or to MSC Canada where fam-
ily members of Velina are currently 
serving. Arrangements entrusted to 
M. Box & Son Funeral Chapel.

www.Gi lp inFuneralChapel .com

IN MEMORIAM

Audrey Marie Smalldon

Fondly Remembered By
Family and Friends

Nov. 9, 1922 – Jan. 18, 2010

THANK YOU

Thank You
The family of the late Inez Haid wish 
to thank everyone for their love and 

support during the loss of our mother, 
grandmother and great grandmother. 

We express our gratitude to our extended 
families and friends for their presence, 
floral, spiritual and memorial tributes 

and for the many acts and expressions of 
sympathy. We commend Trevor and Ellen 
from the Mark Jutzi Funeral Home, Father 

David Lewis, Father Len Desjardins and 
the CWL and Donna Vollmer of St. Teresa 

of Avila church in Elmira and musician 
Ron Nelemans for the beautiful funeral 
service. We are grateful to the dedicated 

staff of Chartwell Gardens in Elmira were 
Inez lived and was care for with dignity 

and kindness the past 6 years. Inez will be 
forever loved and missed. 
Earl, Gregory, N. Frank, Alan, 

Phillip Haid and families.

STAG AND DOE

Stag and Doe

Saturday January 21st at 8pm 
Elmira Lions Hall 

(40 South Street W. Elmira)
Come out to have a good time and help the 
couple celebrate! There will be a lot of great 

raffle prizes, games, and food!

for 
Mikayla Stroeder & Justin Ruppert 

Tickets will be available at the door for $10

OBITUARY

Donald James Gough Wilson
Donald James Gough Wilson passed 
away peacefully as the result of a stroke 
on January 12, 2017 at Hamilton General 
Hospital with his sister by his side.

Born April 13, 1955 in Picton, Ontario, he 
was married to the love of his life Linda (nee 
Underwood) for 34 years. Don is predeceased 
by Linda, and his parents Helen and Jack 
Wilson. He is survived by his sisters Liz 
Wilson (Brian), Susan Cook (Brian), Norma 
Leader (Glen), Heather Stohr (Manfred), his 
seven nieces and nephew, and his four great 
nieces and nephews.

Don was a dedicated employee of Elmira 
Stove Works for 24 years. As a passionate 
volunteer of the Kiwanis Club of Elmira he 
assisted in various local fundraising events. 
In life, Don found his joy in travel with Linda 
and was happiest when he was surrounded 
by friends and family, especially on the front 
porch of their home in Elmira, or around the 
pool at their previous home in Kitchener.

In lieu of flowers, the family is requesting 
donations to either the Hamilton Health 
Services Foundation or the Trillium Gift of 
Life Foundation.

Please join Don’s family, friends, and loved 
ones for a Celebration of Life reception on 
Saturday January 28, 2017 at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre, 24 Snyder Ave. South, 
Elmira between 1:00pm and 4:00pm.

OBITUARY

Skupien, Donna (nee Koteff)
On Wednesday January 18th, 2017, 
surrounded by family, Donna (Baba) 
passed away peacefully at home in 
her 96th year. Donna was born July 
6, 1921 in Toronto, On, the daughter 
of Chris and Sofia Koteff. She was 
united in marriage to Ted Skupien 
on Oct. 8th, 1955. They celebrated 
52 years of loving marriage. Ted pre-
ceded her in death on Feb. 3rd, 2008. 
Donna is survived by her daughter 
Karen Armstrong and son in law Alan 
Armstrong. Her son Richard Skupien 
preceded her in death on Aug. 24th, 
2013. Donna is also survived by her 
grandchildren, Jennifer and Michael 
Veens, Curtis and Michelle Armstrong 
and her 5 beloved great grandchil-
dren, Tessa, Nate, Teaghan, Evan 
and Jackson. Donna was preceded in 
death by her sisters Frances Christie, 
Tillie Orsatti and Rose Markoff and 
her brother Tom Koteff. 

Donna will be remembered for her 
beautiful, caring nature, her excellent 
cooking, her laughter, her strength 
and her devotion to her family. A me-
morial service for Donna will be held 
at Elmira Pentecostal Assembly, 290 
Arthur St. S, Elmira, ON on Sat. Jan. 
21st, 2017. Visitation with the family 
from 10am-12pm; Memorial Service at 
12pm followed by food and fellowship 
in remembrance of her life well lived.

Thank you to all the care givers, psw’s, 
nurses and family who cared for 
Donna over the past couple of years. 
The family is so appreciative. In lieu 
of flowers, please make donations to 
the Arthritis Society or a charity of 
your choice.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

DEATH NOTICES

DEZELL, NIGEL ANTHONY | Passed away suddenly on Tuesday, 
January 10, 2017 at the Clinton Public Hospital. Nigel resided 
in Vanastra and was formerly of Wellesley and Port Albert.

KUEPFER, DAVID K. | Passed away suddenly, as a result of an 
accident, on Sunday, January 15, 2017, at Listowel Memorial 
Hospital. David resided at R.R. # 2 Milverton and was born 
74 years ago in Wellesley Township.

STEVENS, HENDRIKJE “HENNIE” (NEE STREUTKER) | Of Drayton, 
went home to be with her Lord surrounded by the love 
of her family at the Palmerston and District Hospital on 
Wednesday, January 11, 2017, in her 92nd year. 

WENGER, DONALD P. “DON” | 1931 - 2017 Passed peacefully at 
Fairview Mennonite Home, Cambridge on Sunday, January 
15, 2017 at 85 years of age. Local relatives are his son Doug 
(Janelle) of Wellesley.

WE SPECIALIZE IN 
GETTING THE WORD OUT!

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD TODAY! Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

FAMILY ALBUM DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY BY 10 AM

CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104 OR email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com
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LIVING HERE
VOLUNTEERISM / HELPING THE VULNERABLE

LAST MONDAY EVENING, I 
catered food for the Elmira 
Horticultural Society’s 
annual meeting. They 
requested a buffet of ap-
petizers and desserts so 
that makes menu planning 
great fun. As many of you 
know, I love experimenting 
with dessert recipes so I 
took an unbaked cheese-
cake recipe and created 
this Chocolate Dipped 
Strawberry Cheesecake. 

If you are groaning in 
despair at another rich 
dessert recipe in January 
when you have vowed to 
cut back on calories and 
exercise more, you are not 
alone. Just file this recipe 
away and pull it out later 
this year when fresh straw-
berries are in season.

It is a good idea to make 
the chocolate dipped 
strawberries first before 
the cheesecake. Pick out 
berries of similar size, wash 
them and leave  the stems 
on. Lay them on paper 
towels to dry thoroughly 
before dipping or the choc-
olate will not stick to the 
strawberries. After they are  
dipped, lay them on a bak-
ing sheet lined with waxed 
paper to harden. So when 
you pour the ganache over 
the cheesecake, the straw-

A taste
of summer
to perk 
things up 
in January

CHEF’S TABLE | 23

LIZ BEVAN

DOCTOR | 23

A PHYSICIAN AT THE Wool-
wich Community Health 
Centre, Dr. Michael Ste-
phenson also spends a fair 
bit of his professional time 
tending to the area’s grow-
ing population of refugees.

Looking to help some of 
the most vulnerable resi-
dents, Stephenson founded 
the Sanctuary Refugee 
Health Centre. His efforts 
have not gone unnoticed, 
last week garnering him a 
City Builder Award from 
Kitchener’s mayor. Just 
launched in 2015, the 
awards are presented to 
those who’ve dedicated 
themselves to improving 
their community.

He’s quick to share the 
credit with his team of 
volunteers and translators 
working with him at the 
clinic, treating vulnerable 
populations in the region. 

“It is a tremendous hon-
our for me. I feel like it 
is actually an award that 
should be going to my 
entire team, not just me. 
We have quite a number of 
volunteers and people who 
are dedicated to this work. 
It is a team that has been 
terrific to work with. They 
make my job a lot easier,” 
he said.

The refugee-focused 
health centre had humble 
beginnings, starting in 2013 
with just six patients on 
their first day. They started 
treating refugees out of St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church in 
Kitchener, seeing the re-

Dr. Michael Stephenson lauded for his eff orts to provide medical services to refugees in the region

sponse grow from there. 
“Now, we have 700 to 800 

patients, and all of the peo-
ple we see are refugees,” he 
said. “There is a huge need 
and I can’t keep up with the 
requests for new patients 
coming on board.”

Stephenson isn’t new to 
treating refugees. He has 
worked in Toronto and 
Montreal, volunteering his 
knowledge and services 
to those who need it most. 
His wife accepted a job at 

the University of Waterloo, 
and getting tired of com-
muting back to Toronto, he 
decided to explore volun-
teering opportunities more 
locally. 

“I spoke with a lot of 
social service agencies 
that work with refugees, 
like the Mennonite Coali-
tion for Refugee Support, 
Reception House, I spoke 
with folks at Immigration 
Services at the YMCA, and 
what everyone was telling 

me was that the need was 
here,” he said. “There is a 
huge need for health care 
providers that are willing 
to see refugees and follow 
refugees to help them navi-
gate the Canadian health 
system.”

The problems that bring 
refugees to the doctor’s 
office are unique, in some 
cases. Likewise language 
barriers can also present 
a challenge. Stephenson 
faces those challenges 

head-on. 
“Just the illnesses that 

refugees get, how they 
present with different ill-
nesses, can be quite a chal-
lenge for health providers 
that aren’t used to treating 
this population,” he said. 
“We particularly focus on 
the more complex patients. 
The patients that have 
mental or physical health 
issues that make them 
more vulnerable, or just 
need more connection with 
Canadian health care and 
social services system.”

He also spends some of 
his week seeing patients 
as a family physician at 
the Woolwich Community 
Health Centre in St. Jacobs. 

The Sanctuary Refugee 
Health Centre is almost 
completely run on volun-
teers and donations. It is a 
labour of love. 

“I get to work with in-
dividuals that have been 
through terrible things – 
violence and persecution 
that you wouldn’t imagine 
would exist on Earth,” he 
said. “You hear stories 
about what people have 
gone through, and yet, 
they are somehow resilient 
and somehow motivated 
to start again. That kind of 
human spirit, that is the 
best part of my job, just 
meeting the people and 
hearing their stories of sur-
vival and hearing how they 
have become connected to 
Canada. I think it makes us 
all feel good about being 

Dr. Michael Stephenson, pictured at the Woolwich Community Health Centre, has been awarded the Kitchener mayor’s City Builder Award 
for his work at the Sanctuary Refugee Health Centre.  [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

It’s like doing international aid 
work right here at home

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DONNA GINGRICH

RECIPE
NOTES

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net
Accredited  

Test & Repair Facility

At Leroy’s, your washer fluid is topped 
up on every service, however on snowy 
days you can use up to 2 litres!
This is why it is important to always keep an extra 
container in your vehicle to top up as needed. 
It is important to use a fluid that can withstand 
temperatures up to -40 degrees C to ensure the 
fluid doesn’t freeze. If you ever need a hand topping 
up your fluid or have any questions, please feel free 
to stop by and we will be happy to help! – Gary
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

JANUARY 28

JOIN US FOR A spaghetti dinner and salad bar at 
the Royal Canadian Legion, 11 First St. E., Elmira. 
Two sittings: 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets purchased in 
advance at the Legion. Adults $10, 5-10yrs $4, under 
5 $2. Call 519-669-2932.

ELMIRA MENNONITE CHURCH INVITES you to join 
them for an evening of music and storytelling with 
Eduard Klassen. Free with a goodwill offering at 
Elmira Mennonite Church at 7 p.m. Call 519-669-5123 
for more information.

JANUARY 30

GOT QUESTIONS ABOUT LIFE? Woodside Bible 
Fellowship invites you to participate in ALPHA, an 
opportunity to explore life and the Christian faith in 
a friendly, open and informal environment. at 6:30 
p.m. No charge!

FEBRUARY 4

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY LIONS CLUB is hosting the 
annual Trivia Challenge, Lions Hall, Elmira. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m., fun begins at 7 p.m. A fun 
evening of trivia and competition. Teams of eight 
will compete against other teams for the title 
of Trivia Master. Cash prizes for top three teams. 
Snacks, cash bar, fun challenging trivia and some 
surprises. You must sign up in advance. For more 
information email Carol at wclctrivia@gmail.com. 
Must be 19 years of age or older.

FEBRUARY 8

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us 
for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at 
Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs. Cost is $11. Call 
519-664-1900 by noon Feb. 6.

FEBRUARY 9

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend Comedy Juggling - John Park. Devotional: 
Darcy Dueck. Piano: Christy Hoffman. Starts at 10:30 
a.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested 
donation $7 includes hot meal at noon.

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us 
for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at the 
Breslau Community Centre. Cost is $6. Call 519-664-
1900 or 1-855-664-1900 by noon Feb. 6.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and 
seniors has guest speaker Sheila Forler Bauman, 
physiotherapist from Woolwich Physiotherapy 
lecturing on Heroes and Role Models in Rio, 2016. 
Please join us, 10 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre, 58 St. Charles St. E., Maryhill. Admission is 
$2. Enjoy tea or coffee and a delicious snack.

FEBRUARY 15

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us 
for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at the 
Wellesley Community Centre. Cost is $6. Call 519-
664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900 by noon Feb. 13.

FEBRUARY 22

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us 
for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment at 
the Linwood Community Centre. Cost is $11. Call 
519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900 by noon Feb. 17.

FEBRUARY 27

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join 
us for a hot meal, fellowship and entertainment 
at the Woolwich Memorial Centre, Elmira. Cost is 
$6. Call 519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900 by noon 
Feb. 23.

MARCH 9

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites 
you to attend “Is It Alzheimer’s?” Nancy Martin, 
RPN amd Lindsay Wilson, educators. Devotional: 
Paster Ron Seabrooke. Music: Alee Wiens. Starts 
at 10:30 a.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship. 
Suggested donation $7 includes hot meal at noon.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and 
seniors has guest speaker Jim Rodger, co-
ordinator of the Prime Ministers Statues and 
Educational Resources Advisory Committee. 
Lecture topic: The Prime Minister’s Home is our 
Castle. Please join us, 10 a.m. at the Maryhill 
Community Centre, 58 St. Charles St. E., Maryhill. 
Admission is $2. Enjoy tea or coffee and a 
delicious snack.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Jesus on Lust

Sunday, January 22nd

9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

The King’s 
Speech

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Rally The 
Committed

Sunday, Jan. 22nd

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
The second in a 3-part 

series on The Ten 
Commandments

Jason Haut Preaching

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

21 Arthur St. N., Box 25, Elmira
519-669-5560 • www.trinityunitedelmira.ca

 TRINITY UNITED CHURCH

Love, Learn & Live by Christ’s Teachings

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:30am - Contemporary Worship
11:00am - Traditional Worship

Clergy: Rev. Sue Campbell
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ACROSS
1. Hungarian composer and piano 
virtuoso (1811-1886)
5. Dostoyevsky novel, with “The”
10. Birth of a notion
15. Hand cream ingredient
16. Grappling iron
17. Ready for business
18. Publicity
20. Drain
21. Bond
22. Go bad
24. Pressure unit: Abbr.
25. Coin of the realm
27. A financial interest
29. Coffeehouse orders
31. Unagi, at a sushi bar
32. Marvelous, in slang
35. Javelin, e.g.
37. Demands
39. Put one’s foot down?
41. Word before large
42. Treat with carbon dioxide
45. Bacon bit
46. Manhattan Project physicist
48. Supergarb

51. “My boy”
52. Casual pants
53. Back biter
55. Lace loosener
56. Wandering off course
57. Plum variety
59. Essen basin
60. Word in a simile
61. Hot springs
63. Christian name
64. Place that allows “eggs-
tradition”?
65. Far from ruddy
DOWN
1. Big pooch
2. Pandora’s boxful
3. Early course
4. Real nobodies
5. High dudgeon
6. Tone down
7. Little devils
8. Kind of nerve
9. Cracker Jack bonus
11. Dixieland bread alternate
12. High points
13. Adjust, as laces

14. Gets down
19. Angler’s hope
21. Discomfit
23. ___ lamp
25. Asparagus unit
26. New newts
28. Stove top whistler
30. Turmoil
33. Song and dance, e.g.
34. Brooklyn or Queens
36. Barber’s supply
38. Lure
40. Occasion to use the good china
43. Lodge fellows
44. Attention ___
47. Canal locale
49. “Prince ___” (“Aladdin” song)
50. A little work
52. ‘86 Peter Gabriel album
53. Murray or Perkins
54. City on the Yamuna River
58. Down Under people
62. Fancy-schmancy
63. Modern courtroom evidence

Enduring myths about our brains prove we’re not always thinking straight

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. There’s a whole lot 
about human tears we 
still don’t understand. 
So why do we weep?

A. Tears are hard to 
study because weepy 
donors are rare, especially 
among men. And studied 
tears need to be “fresh” 
for proper analysis, says 
Noah Caldwell in “Scien-
tifi c American” magazine. 
Thus, researchers are still 
unclear about crying’s ba-
sic purpose: Is it a primal 
way to communicate, or a 
unique key to bonding?

Enter Israeli neurobiolo-
gist Noam Sobel, who has 

perfected a way of flash-
freezing tears, facilitating 
formation of a “tear bank” 
for researchers around 
the world. Liquid nitrogen 
lowers the tears to -80 
degrees Celsius, helping 
preserve their chemicals. 
Eventually researchers 
may be able to select tears 
by age and gender and 
thereby expedite experi-
ments into crying’s many 
unanswered questions: 
“Do tears affect mood or 
appetite? Do the tears of 
men and women differ? 
How do emotional and 
nonemotional tears—
from, say, cutting onions—
compare?”

And according to Stan-
ford bioengineer Saad 
Bhamla, one line of in-
quiry into how tears create 
a film on the eye could 

apply to “Silicon Valley’s 
interest in contact lenses 
that double as a heads-up 
display, and in the rising 
cases of dry eyes from pro-
longed sessions of staring 
at a computer screen.” As 
he says, “a tear bank for 
research has tremendous 
possibilities.”
Q. Can you uncover the 
truth about these three 
neuromyths? Myth #1: 
Men’s and women’s 
brains function dif-
ferently. #2: You use 
only about 10% of your 
brain. #3: The right and 
left hemispheres of the 
brain operate indepen-
dently and determine 
the “type” of thinker 
you are.

A. “Neuromyths,” or false 
notions about the brain, 
fl ourish “because they 

seem to explain, albeit 
with dubious logic, other-
wise bewildering phenom-
ena,” says Sarah Klein in 
“Prevention” magazine. 
Here are some talking-
points about these com-
mon “myth-conceptions.”

#1: Some people contin-
ue to believe that “men are 
from Mars and women are 
from Venus,” but “gender 
bias is getting the better 
of anyone who buys this 
one.” When researchers 
looked at some Asian and 
European countries where 
stereotypical attitudes 
aren’t prevalent, they 
found that “women’s math 
skills are easily on a par 
with men’s.” What struc-
tural differences there are 
between the sexes don’t 
directly affect behavior, 
personality, or learning. In 

fact, researchers are un-
able to identify any given 
brain as female or male.

#2: As cognitive neuro-
scientist Stephen Kosslyn 
says, “All of us use the en-
tirety of our brains but not 
every part constantly or 
equally.” For example, the 
brain stem that controls 
unconscious activities 
like breathing functions 
automatically, while other 
brain areas are activated 
only during higher-level 
thinking, such as reason-
ing or solving problems. 

#3: Though it’s com-
monly said that creative 
people are right-brained 
and logical ones are left-
brained, brain scans don’t 
show just one half lighting 
up with activity. Rather, 
it’s believed that the com-
munication between the 

two sides likely facilitates 
our most creative and logi-
cal thoughts.”
Q. What might saying “I 
do” do for you? Health-
wise, that is.
A. Truly the heart of the 
matter is what matters 
most here, as research-
ers at the University of 
East Anglia found that 
getting married reduces 
the likelihood of having 
a fatal heart attack by up 
to 14%, reports “Discover” 
magazine. Also, marrieds 
seem to enjoy better over-
all general health going 
by a reduced number of 
hospital stays. 

PACKED
& READY

observerxtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroad/

QUICK, EASY ONLINE SUBMISSION

Take us wherever your 
adventure takes you.

Send us a photo of you and 
your Observer and a short 
recap of your vacation!

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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CALL 1 888 2 DONATE for more information or to book an appointment.  Visit www.blood.ca

ELMIRA BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

Sophia: Blood Transfusion
Sunday 6:30am

Give Blood …
 to save lives.

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

STORE HOURS:
OPEN 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK

7278 LINE 86, WALLENSTEIN, ON

Wallenstein General Store Inc.

UNIQUE ONE STOP SHOPPING

Groceries • Hardware • Giftware
Books • Drygoods • Postal Outlet

519-669-2231

100 Union St., Elmira • 519-669-1501 

REPAIRS • MACHINING • MANUFACTURING
CUSTOM FABRICATIONS

www.reistindustries.com

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
FEN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

The Next Elmira Clinic: 

Friday, January 27th, 2017 
from 2:00pm - 8:00pm 

at Lion’s Hall, Elmira

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 
or email donna.atasteofnostal-
gia@gmail.com.

berries are ready ... you will 
have to put the strawber-
ries on the ganache before 
it cools or the strawberries 
will not stick!

Chocolate 
Dipped 
Strawberry 
Cheesecake
Crust;
1-1/2 cups chocolate wafer 
crumbs
1 Tbsp. sugar
1/3 cup butter, melted

Filling;
1 Tbsp. unflavoured gelatine
¼ cup cold water
250 gr. cream cheese, softened

1/2 cup sugar
1 tsp. white vanilla
4 cups whipped cream 
(already whipped)
Fresh strawberries, enough 
to cover the crust.

Ganache;
1 cup semi-sweet chocolate 
chips
1/2 cup whipping cream
10-12 chocolate-dipped 
strawberries

For crust, mix ingredi-
ents and press firmly on 
the bottom of a 9” spring-
form pan. Chill.

For filling, put 1/4 cup 
cold water into a small mi-
crowaveable dish. Sprinkle 
unflavoured gelatine evenly 
over the surface of the 
water. Let soften about 5 
minutes.

In a mixing bowl, beat 

cream cheese, sugar and 
white vanilla until no 
lumps remain.

Heat softened gelatine 
in microwave for a few 
seconds to melt, then add 
to cream cheese mixture 
while the mixer is running.

Slowly blend in milk, 
and then fold in whipped 

cream.
Wash strawberries, remove 

stems and let them dry.
On chilled crust, set straw-

berries pointed side up, until 
entire crust is covered.

Pour filling on top of 
strawberries, pushing the 
filling down into the cracks.

Chill cheesecake several 

hours or overnight.
Remove cheesecake from 

pan and set it on a serving 
plate.

In small microwaveable 
bowl, put ganache ingredi-
ents. Microwave only until 
warm, then stir until all the 
chocolate is melted.

Pour ganache over cheese-
cake, smoothing with a knife 
and coax a little ganache to 
drip down the sides.

Set the chocolate dipped 
strawberries on top before 
ganache hardens com-
pletely.

Chill until serving.

Serves 10-12 people.

CHEF’S TABLE: Resolutions or not, try whipping up this bit of indulgence DOCTOR: 
Clinic has seen 
large jump in 
list of patients

FROM | 20

FROM | 20

part of this community and 
part of that process.”

The clinic is always 
looking for donations to 
enhance their services. 
They aren’t registered as a 
charity with the Canadian 
Revenue Agency quite 
yet, so tax receipts aren’t 
available. The clinic could 
always use a hand, either 
with cash donations or 
medical equipment in 
used, but good, condition. 

To learn more about the 
Sanctuary Refugee Health 
Centre, visit their website 
at www.sanctuaryrefugee.
com or call 226-336-1321.
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WON’T LAST LONG!

13” X 13”
CERAMIC TILE

87¢
REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

WON’T LAST LONG!

KRONOSWISS
LAMINATE

77¢
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

FROM

/SQ FT /SQ FT

FROM

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER! 2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

-- JANUARY 19-22 --

---3 DAYS ONLY!---

4DAYS4DAYS4DAYS4DAYS4DAYS4DAYS
ONLY!

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

2017 DOOR
CRASHERS!

97¢
/ SQ FT

BERBER CARPET
REG 3.99

FROM 97¢
/ SQ FT

FRIEZE CARPET
REG 3.99

FROM

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER! 2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

made in 
CANADA

made in 
CANADA

FROM

$125
/ SQ FT

12MM LAMINATE
REG 2.99

FROM

$177
FROM

/ SQ FT

SOLID BAMBOO
REG 5.99

$297
FROM

/ SQ FT

MAPLE / HICKORY
REG 6.99

HAND
SCRAPED  

HAND
SCRAPED  

CLICK 
ENGINEERED

made in 
CANADA

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

$2997
each

36” STAIR TREADS
REG 49.99

SOLID 
OAK

FROM

$157
/ SQ FT

4MM CLICK VINYL
REG 3.99

100%
WATER
PROOF

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

9AM
9AM
11AM

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

9AM
9AM
9AM

9PM
9PM
9PM

THURSDAY 9AM 9PM
9PM
6PM
5PM

SALE HOURS

OUR HOURS

FROM97¢
FROM

/ SQ FT

2x4 BACKSPLASH
REG 2.99

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

$297
FROM

/ SQ FT

LEDGESTONE
REG 8.99

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

FROM

$177
/ LIN FT

$167
/ LIN FT57¢

/ LIN FT

  
3     ” 7/8 5¼” 5½” 

BASEBOARDS

KW’S LARGEST SELECTION

AREA RUGS!

ON ALL IN-STOCK 
AREA RUGS!

PLUSNO 
TAX

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

“It’s good to get these 
young guys in once in 
awhile. They’re kind of the 
future. You have a look at 
them now when you can 
and see what they can 
show us,” Gerber said.

The Jacks also added 
two players - Kyle Soper 
and Garrett Schultz - ahead 
of the trade deadline last 
week. Soper comes from 
the team’s junior B affiliate, 
the Elmira Sugar Kings. 
Gerber says they’re happy 
with his play so far.

“He’s going to help us 
on defense and forward, 
wherever we need him to 

play. It’s not too often you 
get a player of his caliber to 
come in,” Gerber said.

The Jacks picked up 
Schultz last season but 
ended up trading him to 
Tavistock to bring in Pick-
ering.

“He became available 
at the deadline and we 
reacquired him and we’re 
very excited to have him 
back, he’s one of those guys 
that’s very well liked in the 
dressing room and on and 
off the ice he works hard,” 
Schultz said.

It will be a busy weekend 
for the Wellesley team who 
plays three games in as 
many days. First, they’re 

off to Tavistock on Jan. 20 
for a 7:30 p.m. puck drop 
against the Braves. They’re 
back home on Jan. 21 and 
22 to face New Hamburg 
at 7:30 p.m. and Paris at 2 
p.m. This will be their sec-
ond last weekend of regular 
season play.

Gerber notes these are 
big points they need to stay 
in third place and maybe 
finish in second.

“I think they know what’s 
at stake here, I just hope we 
get the results. The bottom 
line is we need 60 minutes 
to win these games and if 
you have little breakdowns 
you don’t. I’m sure the guys 
will be ready.”

JACKS: Pair of home games this weekend
FROM | 10

the Drive a Ford event, 
which the Woolwich Com-
munity Lions Club did for 
a number of years to raise 
money for an accessible 
van for Elmira District 
Community Living. 

Construction continues 
to move along on the af-
fordable housing project 
and occupancy is slated 
for mid-summer.

One side of the first 
floor is comprised of two 
three-bedroom units and 
a two-bedroom unit be-
tween them. They all have 
patio doors that lead out 
the back of the building 
to shared green space. 
The other side has one-
bedroom units. There’s a 
community room on the 
first floor as well.

“It got smaller when we 
had to put the barrier free 
washroom in, it took a big 
bite out of it. But it’ll have 
a small kitchenette area 
and a small office space 
here,” he said.

The community room 
has an exterior door so 
it could be rented out or 
someone could come in 
to provide an activity, like 

at their seniors’ building 
in Kitchener, which hosts 
fitness sessions for the 
tenants.

The second and third 
floors include one- and 
two-bedroom units.

One room in the base-
ment will house storage 
lockers for the tenants. 
Another large room in the 
basement doesn’t have a 
planned use for it yet. The 
third room in the base-
ment could be used for 
office space and will have 
a separate entrance.

The rents on the one-
bedroom units are basi-
cally set because they 
were funded by the region 
and they’ll be on a sliding 
scale depending on ten-
ants’ income levels. It’s the 
two- and three-bedroom 
units which are more apt 
to change. 

“We had target rents 
when we initiated the 
project. It still has to carry 
itself. And then it’s a mat-
ter of what rents can we 
provide and still make it 
sustainable. And once we 
know what the rent levels 
will be then you can go out 
for applications because 

you can’t ask people to 
apply for accommodation 
and then have the rent be 
different than what they 
expected,” he said.

Some outstanding work 
like flooring and painting 
still need to be quoted on, 
so once those final tenders 
are in they’ll be able to 
take a second look at the 
rent prices.

They’ve had over 200 
households express inter-
est for the 25 apartments. 
He expects they’ll start 
accepting applications in 
March.

“We have had already 
calls from people who 
have a family and some-
body in the family needs 
the accessibility that’s 
going to be available here. 
They’ve got some sort of 
physical disability. And we 
often lament that there’s 
not enough housing for 
seniors with accessibil-
ity in town and yet there 
are at least some options 
for them and f or a family 
household those don’t ex-
ist at all. Those are unique 
situations but this will 
start to address some of 
that.”

MENNOHOMES: Already plenty of demand
for the still-under-construction apartments

FROM | 3

The building received an impressive influx of fundraised dollars after the community responded to a $250,000 matching initiative by an 
anonymous group of donors, raising more than $500,000 for the project at the end of last year. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]


