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THERE’S NO PLACE 
LIKE HOME FOR 
NEW PRACTICE

519-669-1651 ext 27 | 40 Eldale Rd., Elmira
Located @ The Elmira Golf Club

DEALS @Great

FREE PURCHASE ONE 
BREAKFAST AND TWO 
DRINKS AND RECEIVE 

A FREE CLASSIC 
BREAKFAST.

EXPIRES JAN 31, 2017

VALID WITH COUPON ONLY, 1 PER TABLE. VALID SUNDAYS ONLY.

PURCHASE ONE LUNCH SPECIAL AND 2 DRINKS 
AND RECEIVE THE SECOND LUNCH SPECIAL FREE. 

UP TO $10 VALUE. 
EXPIRES JAN 31, 2017VALID WITH COUPON ONLY, 1 PER TABLE. VALID MONDAY TO FRIDAY 11-3.

FREET h e  G r i l l
On the Green

Not exactly as shown. Some restrictions apply. See store for details.
OpenDAILY
YEAR ROUND

HOURS MON - THURS: 11am - 3pm (Lunch)
FRIDAY: 11am - 8pm (Lunch & Dinner)

SATURDAY: Closed for Private Parties 
SUNDAY: 9am - 3pm (Breakfast & Lunch)

Police seeking 
suspects in 
West Montrose 
trailer fire, 
vandalism and 
break-ins

LIZ BEVAN

A trailer was burned to the ground in an early morning fire on Dec. 31 at the West Montrose Family Campground. Fourteen other trailers were either broken into or vandalized. Police are asking for the public’s help with 
locating two suspects they believe to be responsible. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

WATERLOO REGIONAL 
POLICE ARE following foot-
prints in the snow, looking 
for evidence in a New Year’s 
Eve fire and a rash of break-
ins at a West Montrose 
trailer park. 

Around 6 a.m. on Dec. 31, 
Woolwich firefighters were 
called to the West Mon-
trose Family Campground 
on Line 86 for reports of a 
structure fire. After extin-
guishing the flames at the 

scene, authorities noted that 
14 other trailers had either 
been damaged by vandals, 
or broken into. 

Staff Sgt. Mike Haffner 
said there were footprints in 
the snow that lead police to 
believe all 15 incidents are 
related. 

“There appears to be foot-
prints from the pumping 
station (at the campground) 
where it looks like a vehicle 
was parked, two sets of 
footprints come into the 
campgrounds and whether 
it be damage or rummag-

ing through, 14 unoccupied 
trailers. There is nothing to 
say that they are absolutely 
related, but the footprints 
led from trailer to trailer and 
to the area that there was the 
fire. We believe that they are 
associated,” he said, adding 
other properties were dam-
aged by the fire. “Authorities 
found one of the trailers en-
gulfed in flames. There was 
damage to the two neigh-
bouring trailers as well. 
They are close together.”

FIRE | 24

STREETLIGHTS IN WELLESLEY 
TOWNSHIP will receive a facelift for 
the new year, council decided Tues-
day night.

Some 537 light fixtures in the town-
ship will be replaced with LED lights 
over the course of the year in an ef-
fort to reduce energy consumption, 
bring down maintenance costs and 
increase the lights’ lifetime.

Fairway Electrical was awarded the 
contract to complete the work and it’s 
expected to be largely completed by 
the end of the year.

Coun. Carl Smit asked Kevin Beggs 
of the public works department if 
the township would be adding the 
SmartCity controls, which Kitchener 
has gone ahead with for their LED 
streetlight conversion. Smart controls 
allow municipalities to monitor out-
ages in real time. They also give mu-
nicipalities full control over dimming 
specific lights remotely.

“It’s pretty new technology. I’m not 
saying in the future we may not. We 
may add that to them. But right now 
I think it’s pretty new and I don’t see 
the advantage to the township,” Beggs 
said.

The total cost to replace the lights 
is $164,040, which includes a con-
tingency. The project will be funded 

Conversion plan 
for new LED 
streetlights gets 
the nod from 
Wellesley council

WHITNEY NEILSON
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3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from January 9th – January 14th

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$4.59 REG. PRICE
$4.99 /lb.

Ground
Beef

Frozen Sausage

Fresh 90-95% Extra Lean

Looking for a new recipe? 
Check our our Chef Scotty 
recipes including his latest 

addition, Chicken Coq Au Vin at 
stemmlermeats.ca!

Pork
Tenderloin

Roast Beef

Fresh

REG. PRICE
$4.99 /lb.

$4.69
Store Made Deli Sliced

REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb.

$7.99

Store Made Pesto Chicken or 
Sweet Thai Curry Pork 

Fresh 
Pot, Cross Cut or 
Short Rib Roasts

REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb.

$4.99

REG. PRICE
$4.99 /lb.

$3.99 Drop-in to hear this heartwarming 
tale written by Andrew Kolb and 
create a yarn buddy craft! 

Drop-in to hear this heartwarming 

www.letsread.ca  •  www.rwlibrary.ca

St. Jacobs
Jan. 11, 9:30-10 a.m.

Elmira
Jan. 12, 10:15-11 a.m.

St. Clements
3605 Lobsinger Line

Jan. 19, 9:15-10 a.m.

65 Arthur St. S.

29 Queensway Dr.

POLICE BLOTTER

D E C E M B E R  2 5

11:15 PM | Members of the 
Perth County OPP were dispatched 
to a collision at the intersection of 
Perth Road 131 and Line 61, south 
of the Town of Milverton. The 
collision involved a horse- drawn 
buggy and a Volkswagen. All four 
occupants of the buggy were 
transported to an area hospital 
by ambulance for treatment. Pas-
sengers in the car were uninjured. 
A 17-year-old passenger from 
the buggy remains in critical, but 
stable condition. The investigation 
into this collision is ongoing. Any-
one who may have witnessed this 
collision is requested to contact 
the Perth County OPP at 1-888-310-
1122.   Should you wish to remain 
anonymous, you may call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477), 
and you may be eligible to receive 
a cash reward of up to $2,000.

D E C E M B E R  2 6

7:00 AM | Perth County 
OPP responded to a disabled blue 
Honda Civic car near Line 37 and 
Perth Road 107 in the Township 
of Perth East. The investigation 
revealed that the car had been 
previously reported stolen. Officers 
subsequently arrested the oc-
cupant, a 25-year-old Haldimand 
County man, who was charged 
with ‘possession of stolen property 
over $5,000’ and ‘failing to comply 

Police step up enforcement on snowmobilers
THE ONSET OF WINTER and 
the arrival of snowmobile 
season have police issuing 
a reminder about the lawful 
operation under the Motor-
ized Snow Vehicle Act.

In addition, snowmobile 
owners are encouraged by 
police to check out snow-
mobile bylaws with the mu-
nicipality that they ride in.

with probation order.’ 

5:34 PM | Waterloo Regional 
Police were called to the Conestoga 
Mall to assist security with an unruly 
adult male. Mall security was at-
tempting to remove the male from 
the property and he was resisting. 
On arrival, police found several 
mall security officers attempting to 
arrest the male. Emergency Medical 
Services were requested to attend 

and assess the man for possible 
medical issues. The 49-year-old 
Kitchener man was subsequently 
arrested and charged with ‘assault 
with intent to resist arrest,’ ‘breach 
probation’ and ‘failing to leave 
premises when directed.’ The 
subject was held for a show-cause 
hearing after attending Grand River 
Hospital for an assessment. One 
mall security officer suffered minor 
injuries in the incident.

A Syrian woman collects blankets from MCC and a relief kit from the Middle East Council of Churches. [SUBMITTED]

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com

Computer/Laptop/iPad Service: WE FIX ALL BRANDS

Apple
iPADs

$14999
from

Windows
LAPTOPS
$14999

from

Apple
MacBooks
$59999

from

HP Wireless
PRINTERS

$9999
from

LCD
MONITORS

$3999
from

Windows
DESKTOPS
$14999

from

Snowmobiling legalities
• Snowmobile drivers must carry their driver’s licence 

or snowmobile operator’s card when they ride. If 
your licence is under suspension, you can’t drive a 
snowmobile either.

• Licence, proof of registration and proof of insurance 
must be produced to a police officer on demand when 
operating a snowmobile.

• A snowmobile driver must stop for police when 
signalled.

• Speed limits must be obeyed. A snowmobile driver can 
be charged for speeding.

• A snowmobile must not be driven along the serviced 
portion of the roadway, except to cross at a right angle – 
this includes the shoulder of the road.

• Impaired driving laws apply to snowmobiles anywhere 
in Canada whether on private property or not.  

• Snowmobiles must not be driven on private property 
without the owner’s permission; violators may be 
subject to a charge of trespassing.

• A properly fit helmet is required by law.

• Drivers of a snowmobile directly or indirectly involved in 
a reportable collision are required to call police as soon 
as possible.

• A trail permit is required to use approved snowmobile 
trails, when they are declared open for use.

through the streetlighting 
reserve of $146,008, with 
the remainder being fund-
ed as an internal debt to be 
repaid through streetlight-
ing savings. The township 
will also be applying for 
an incentive rebate for up-
dating to LED streetlights 
through the saveONenergy 
retrofit program.

Smit asked what the con-
tingency is involved with 
the project.

“Right now they basi-

cally did a paper audit, so 
when they actually go out 
to the field there’s going 
to be some where we may 
have to add stuff to them. 
So I’ve added a  contin-
gency and it’s pretty well 
standard across the table 
with all the municipali-
ties,” Beggs said.

He noted if they don’t 
need it then they just won’t 
use it.

Beggs estimates they’ll 
be looking at about 50 per 
cent of the energy con-

sumption with the LED 
streetlights compared to 
what they’re seeing with 
the current streetlights. He 
says maintenance costs will 
also be essentially nothing.

“We’re kind of looking 
at a three- to four-year re-
turn,” Beggs said.

He said they’re always 
getting requests from resi-
dents for more streetlights, 
but he didn’t include the 
addition of streetlights in 
his report, which would 
create additional costs.

LED: Work is part of a region-wide efficiency plan
FROM | COVER

THE SYRIAN CITY OF 
Aleppo has dominated in-
ternational headlines for 
the last few months, with 
extreme violence against 
civilians and combatants 
alike. Now, with a delicate 
ceasefire between the Assad 
government and armed 
rebel forces. The city has 
been mostly evacuated, but 

LIZ BEVAN

MCC among groups trying to help on 
the ground in war-torn Aleppo

the hard work isn’t over. 
Rick Cober Bauman, 

executive director of Men-
nonite Central Committee 
Ontario, says there is still 
plenty that needs to be 
done in the war-torn coun-
try. 

Currently, MCC has a 
small group, based in Bei-
rut, Lebanon, that is coordi-
nating with on-the-ground 
organizations to make it 

easier for families living in 
Syria to stay where they are 
until the violence ends. For 
MCC, this means a multi-
pronged approach.

“Small cash payments 
can help people pay for 
shelter, and some monthly 
food shipments that are 
materially very important 
to allow people to seriously 

MCC | 7
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Local MPP reintroduces bill in support of service dogs for students
LIZ BEVAN

SEEING-EYE DOGS AREN’T 
THE only kind of service 
dogs helping Canadians on 
a daily basis. Service dogs 
are trained to help those 
with autism, post traumat-
ic stress disorder, diabetes 
and more. 

Currently, schools in 
Ontario aren’t required to 
provide accommodations 
for service dogs who help 
students, but Kitchener-
Conestoga MPP Michael 
Harris hopes to change 
that with Bill 80: the On-
tario Service Dogs Act. 

He says schools aren’t 
considered public build-
ings after the implementa-
tion of the controlled ac-
cess systems, with cameras 
and buzzers, on school 
doors a few years back. 
The Waterloo Catholic Dis-
trict School Board doesn’t 
currently allow service 
dogs unless they are con-
sidered seeing eye dogs. 
He was contacted by par-
ents looking for guidance 
and a little help. 

“There were several 
families that contacted 
me because they have 
children with autism, and 

they see their service dog 
as being extremely ben-
eficial in managing their 
child. There are a lot of 
symptoms that come with 
autism, whether they are 
prone to running off or 
they have episodes and 
the dog is there to console 
them and act as an anchor 
for the child,” he said.

In 2016, Harris intro-
duced a bill that would 
give all service dogs the 
same rights as seeing-eye 
dogs, but when Kathleen 
Wynne prorogued the pro-
vincial legislature in the 
fall, the bill was taken off 

the list. Now, he has made 
a few changes and is back 
in legislature asking other 
MPPs to read and sup-
port his Ontario Service 
Dogs Act. He has already 
received support from the 
public across Canada. 

“I am very humbled by 
the amount of support I 
have gotten for this from 
people right across the 
country,” he said. “I had a 
couple from out east that 
were travelling to Toronto 
who met with me. I have 
been very thankful for the 
amount of support that we 
have for this bill and the 

education it has provided 
for people that are new to 
the idea.”

This time around, Har-
ris has added some provi-
sions to Bill 80 that would 
extend the allowances 
and accommodations to 
service dogs in training, 
as well. 

“It is crucial they get all 
the experience they can 
in these facilities they will 
eventually be going into 
when they are working 
dogs. We have extended 
service dogs in training 
in the bill. We are talking 
about tens of thousands of 

dollars invested in these 
dogs to make them pro-
fessionals. The Lions will 
come into the classroom 
and teach students how to 
interact, or not, with a ser-
vice dog,” he said. “Service 
dogs have enabled people 
with autism, PTSD and 
other disabilities to navi-
gate the world. They have 
been such a benefit for 
them that we felt it was un-
fortunate they didn’t have 
the same rights. Society 
needs to realize the benefit 
of these service dogs to 
people who have them. We 
want to close the gaps.”

Friends and 
colleagues recall 
contributions of 
Ron Hackett
Former Wellesley councillor and busy 
community volunteer passed away 
just before Christmas at the age of 80

WHITNEY NEILSON

FORMER WELLESLEY 
TOWNSHIP COUNCILLOR, 
dedicated volunteer and 
community supporter Ron 
Hackett passed away on 
Dec. 23. He was 80.

Hackett served three 
terms on Wellesley council 
representing Hawkesville 
before retiring in 2006. 
While he retired from 
politics, he certainly wasn’t 
absent in the community. 
He previously served as 
the chair of the Wellesley 
Township Heritage and 
Historical Society, as well 
as with the Wellesley Hor-
ticultural Society, the Local 
Architectural Conservancy 
Advisory Committee, Ki-
wanis Transit, the Hawkes-
ville Community Centre 
board and the Hawkesville 
Cemetery board.

His love of sports was evi-
denced by his commitment 
to the Elmira Sugar Kings as 

a volunteer as well as serv-
ing as a director for many 
years. At home games you’d 
often see him selling apple 
cider or ice cream sundaes.

Former Wellesley mayor 
Ross Kelterborn remembers 
his fellow councillor and 
friend fondly.

“He really represented 
his area and the people 
really well. He was a true 
township councillor, not 
only did he look after his 
people in his ward very well 
but his interests were for 
the betterment of the town-
ship and the region as a 
whole,” Kelterborn said.

He notes Hackett always 
did his research on issues 
discussed at council and 
was adamant about getting 
all the facts before he made 
up his mind. Once he made 
up his mind though, that 
was it.

“You couldn’t have got a 
person that was more com-
mitted to doing for the peo-

ple of the township what he 
did. He even used to attend 
regional council meetings, 
especially when the LRT 
was going on to express his 
opinion,” Kelterborn said.

He was also known as 
the go-to guy around town 
when looking for informa-
tion about nearly anything 
in the township, which is 
not surprising given the 
variety of groups and com-
mittees he volunteered for.

“He was very influential 
in bringing the informa-
tion to people that it was 
necessary for and I think of 
Chervin Woodworks for an 
example. They were looking 
for a place to develop any-

where and he drew them to 
Hawkesville. I need not say 
any more about the success 
of that particular situation,” 
Kelterborn said.

Kelterborn recalls Hack-
ett attempted to develop 
a plan for Hawkesville to 
include sewers so it could 
have become a larger, more 
developed area. It wasn’t 
successful, but the effort 
was there.

“He was a good guy. You 
were lucky to have him as a 
friend,” Kelterborn said.

Current township Mayor 
Joe Nowak also served on 
council with Hackett over 
a decade ago when Nowak 
was a councillor.

“He certainly always 
knew his file and I think 
he worked very hard. He 
always had the wellbeing 
of the community at heart, 
that was his nature. He was 
particularly strong with his 
interest in the historical 
aspect of the community,” 
Nowak said.

He notes he had a lot 
of respect for the way he 
treated people and the way 
he dealt with the issues pre-
sented to council.

“I know he was well ap-
preciated in Hawkesville. 
He was always there for the 
people,” Nowak said.

Sugar Kings president 
Dave O’Donoghue recalls 

Hackett was always the first 
one to volunteer to help 
out, regardless of the task.

“More than that, though, 
he was an idea generator, 
always looking for new 
ways to help us raise the 
money needed to run the 
team. With Ron, though, 
it wasn’t just about raising 
money, he wanted to do it 
in ways that would help the 
community, contributed to 
a strong partnership with 
the township and ways that 
helped provide a better fan 
experience,” O’Donoghue 
said.

Hackett played a large 
role in the Kings’ annual 
charity jersey auctions, 
always approaching coun-
cil to assist with ice and 
rental fees for the day. He 
also was the driving force 
in changing it from a silent 
auction to a live auction. 
Both of those efforts re-
sulted in higher proceeds. 
He also helped with the 
Home and Garden Expo 
and took it upon himself 
to bring ice cream sundaes 
to the home games, like 
he had seen other teams 
do. O’Donoghue says his 
contributions didn’t go un-
noticed by the team.

Kelterborn  retrieves the 
program from Hackett’s 
funeral, which was held in 
December, and reads a line 
from it aloud.

“‘Well done, a good and 
thankful servant.’ I thought 
that summed it all up for 
Ron. I lost a good friend,” 
Kelterborn said, his voice 
breaking.

Ron Hackett, who was a prominent fixture in both Woolwich and Wellesley townships, is remembered fondly by former colleagues and 
those who had the benefit of his volunteerism. He died on Dec. 23. [FILE PHOTO]



4 | NEWS THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2017

JANUARY
Collision claims local boy, 7

A seven-year-old boy was 
transported to Guelph General 
Hospital and then airlifted to 
Hamilton General Hospital on 
Jan. 6 with life-threatening 
injuries after being struck by 
a courier truck while riding 
his bicycle northbound on 
Line 86 near West Montrose. 
He veered across two lanes 
of traffic in an attempt to 
enter Halm Road before be-
ing struck. His nine-year-old 
brother accompanied him, but 
was uninjured. 

The young victim, Abner 
Martin, subsequently died in 
hospital.

No school on Breslau park-
land, council decides

Breslau Memorial Park will 
remain intact, as Woolwich 
council meeting Jan. 12 reject-
ed the proposed sale of land to 
house a Catholic elementary 
school.

After more than three hours 
of impassioned pleas from 
residents, most overwhelm-
ingly opposed to the parkland 
deal, the audience gathered at 
the Breslau Community Cen-
tre waited with bated breath as 
councillors debated the issue, 
then voted. An even split, 3-3, 
saw the motion to proceed 
with the sale die.

With the decision, Wool-
wich passed on the $1.75 mil-
lion offered by the Waterloo 
Catholic District School Board 
and various park upgrades 
the school board offered for a 
four-acre chunk of parkland. 
The money was to be applied 
to improvements to the park.

Rates continue to climb for 
Woolwich water and waste-
water customers

As part of its 2016 budget, 
Woolwich council approved 
large increases to water and 
sewer rates. The fees jumped 
by 2.4 per cent, double that to 
4.8 per cent when calculating 
wastewater fees. 

For the average residential 
user – based on 204 cubic me-
tres annually – that amounted 
to another $8.16 per year for 
water, and $22.44 in wastewa-
ter fees.

Region jacks taxes well above 
inflation in 2016 budget

Township residents saw a 
2.49 per cent increase in the 
regional portion of their prop-
erty tax bills under the 2016 
budget approved by Waterloo 
Region council. The figure 
was slightly lower than the 
2.94 per cent increase – 2.27 
per cent for regional services, 
and 0.67 per cent allocated 
for police – given the lower 
level of services outside of the 
cities. 

At 2.94, the increase added 
$54 to the average household 
tax bill; the region uses an 
assessment value of $302,000, 
though the average is higher in 
Woolwich by another $40,000.

husband decided to become 
4-H leaders.

Woolwich opts to build new 
fire hall 

New and shiny won the day, 
as Woolwich fire officials con-
vinced a majority of council-
lors to build them another fire 
hall rather than renovating the 
existing building in Elmira.

Presented with new num-
bers pushing up the cost 
of renovations, councillors 
meeting Mar. 22 voted 3-2 in 
favour of building a new facil-
ity in the Lunor subdivision 
on Church Street West rather 
than sticking with the existing 
Howard Avenue fire hall.

The new build remained at 
$1.7 million, while renovation 
costs jumped to $2.1 million 
from $1.6 million when coun-
cil last discussed the town-
ship’s new fire master plan in 
the fall.

Crown drops case against 
Shantz

Finding no grounds to pro-
ceed, the Crown has closed the 
file on Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz. It decided not to con-
tinue with charges brought by 
a private citizen alleging im-
proprieties under the Munici-
pal Elections Act (MEA).

Crown prosecutor Fraser 
Kelly presented his reasoning 
Mar. 23 to Justice of the Peace 
Bruce Phillips in a Kitchener 
courtroom. Kelly was brought 
in from London, Ont. to avoid 
any appearance of conflict 
from local prosecutors given 
that Shantz serves on Waterloo 
Region council.

Ice storm hits region
Mother Nature hit the area 

with what is hopefully the last 
blast of winter weather head-
ing into the long weekend, 
leaving every surface covered 
in a layer of ice, a few power 
outages from downed power 
lines and, most noticeably, a 
littering of tree branches both 
large and small.

MARCH

Woolwich drops bid to save 
transfer station

Underwhelmed by public 
input, Woolwich announced 
itself ready to drop its pursuit 
of a waste transfer station in 
Elmira, which was eventually 
shuttered by the region.

Having consulted with po-
tential private operators and 
provided for public input, the 
township’s next step was to 
launch a formal request for 
proposals (RFP) from compa-
nies interested in taking over 
the facility from the Region of 
Waterloo.

Meeting Mar. 1, councillors 
quickly quashed that notion, 
pointing to an apparently in-
different public.

Jacks’ season comes to an 
end

The Wellesley Applejacks 
finished out their season in 
fourth place with a record of 
21-17-2 and 44 points,  well 
above the previous year’s re-
sults.

The season also marked the 
first time the team has made it 
to the playoff semifinals since 
the team joined the Midwest-
ern Junior C Hockey League 
in 2013.

After defeating Tavistock 
in the first round of the 2016 
MWJCHL playoffs the Jacks 
faced last year’s champions 
the Ayr Centennials, and were 
swept in four games, ending 
their season on Mar. 2.

4-H recognizes volunteer of 
the year

Recognized for her efforts 
in organizing the 4-H Club’s 
100th anniversary celebra-
tions the previous year, among 
a long list of other clubs, Anne 
Snyder was named the Water-
loo 4-H Volunteer of the Year. 

The Bloomingdale resident 
used to be a 4-H member and 
when her children became 
old enough to join she and her 

general 1.33 per cent increase, 
and 1.5 for a special infrastruc-
ture levy. The budget con-
tained operating expenditures 
of $15,300,150 and capital 
spending of $13,198,919. Prop-
erty taxes levied on residents 
brought in $9,347,067.

The tax increase added 
$19.67 a year to the township 
portion of the tax levied on a 
home assessed at a value of 
$302,000, the region’s house-
hold average.

Jacks’ Gerber coach of the 
year

Marking 
a first for 
himself 
and for the 
Wellesley 
Applejacks, 
Brad Ger-
ber was 
named the 
2015-16 
coach of 
the year for the Midwestern 
Junior C Hockey League this 
week.

The Jacks finished the 
regular season in fourth place 
out of nine teams, a huge im-
provement from their eighth-
place finish the previous 
season under a different head 
coach.

Shantz case moves ahead
Prosecutors opted to go 

ahead with a case against 
Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz 
related to election expenses 
filed after the 2014 municipal 
vote.

In Provincial Offenses 
Court Feb. 24, Crown lawyers 
said they intend to pursue 
charges brought forward by 
Elmira resident Alan Mar-
shall. The case has been in 
and out of the provincial court 
in Kitchener for months now, 
with no decision. At an ap-
pearance before Justice of the 
Peace Ralph Cotter, prosecu-
tor Alexander Andres told the 
court there is sufficient cause 
to continue.

three days they pitched the 
idea of relocating to smaller 
towns outside of the cities.

Zoning OK’d for subdivision  
in St. Jacobs

The latest phase of the Val-
ley View Heights development 
got official clearance Jan. 19, 
paving the way for the addi-
tion of another 148 homes into 
the mix at the south end of 
St. Jacobs – 88 single-family 
homes, 26 semis and 24 town-
houses.

The subdivision is on a 
39-acre piece of vacant prop-
erty located at the northwest 
corner of Old Scout Place and 
Arthur Street South.

Sun Rays get to take the ice 
before a home crowd

Playing host to the Kitch-
ener Ice Pirates on Jan. 30, the 
Woolwich Sun Rays enjoyed 
their first-ever home game in 
front of cheering friends and 
family.

The hockey team was cre-
ated in 2015 for players with 
developmental delays as part 
of Special Hockey Interna-
tional.

FEBRUARY
Wellesley approves 2016 
budget, with tax increase of 
2.443%

Wellesley homeowners 
faced an additional $23 on the 
township portion of their 2016 
tax bills, as councillors meet-
ing Feb. 2 approved a 2.443 per 
cent tax increase. 

The increase stayed the 
course set out after the special 
budget meeting on Jan. 19, 
with an increase of $22.87 per 
year, or $1.90 a month, based 
on the average residence val-
ued at $318,000.

Woolwich passes 2016 budget
Woolwich council made the 

township’s 2016 budget official 
at a meeting Feb. 9, approv-
ing a 2.88 per cent tax hike – a 

Woolwich will need millions 
to repair its bridges

With expensive repair bills 
soon coming due and little 
money to pay for them, Wool-
wich council got a dollars-
and-cents lesson in the cost of 
failing infrastructure.

The township is facing $9.1 
million in repair costs over the 
next 10 years just to deal with 
its aging bridges and culverts. 
That figure jumps to $17.2 mil-
lion if it wants to replace its 
three deteriorating steel-truss 
bridges, one of which has al-
ready been closed, rather than 
trying to rehabilitate them.

Rec. spending skews Wool-
wich budget

Large increases in recre-
ation costs in effect swallowed 
up Woolwich’s proposed 2.1 
per cent tax hike for 2016, part 
of a “disturbing” trend in the 
department’s spending, ar-
gued Coun. Mark Bauman.

Net costs – expenses after 
revenues – for 2016 were fore-
casted at $2,447,665, up nine 
per cent from the 2015 budget 
of $2,238,837.

“Essentially, recreation is 
eating up more than our bud-
get increase of 2.1 per cent. So 
the trend is disturbing to me,” 
said Bauman as councillors 
met for a special budget ses-
sion Jan. 21.

Syrian refugees settled in 
township 

Some 11 Syrian refugee fam-
ilies have agreed to move to 
Elmira and St. Jacobs, setting 
off a challenge to find housing 
for them.

Reception House execu-
tive director Albert Lobe said 
they’re working hard to get 
a few families into the rural 
communities. They had a 
hunch if they can get two or 
three families, it would start 
to grow to 11 or 12, and that 
would be their goal.

Approximately 300 refugees 
were with Reception House 
at the time, and every two or 

2016 YEAR IN REVIEW
A look back at a variety of stories from the past year, culled from the pages of The Observer

Emergency workers responded to the scene of a collision near West Montrose Jan. 6 when a seven-year-old boy was struck by a truck while riding his bicycle along Line 86. Transported to hospital and later airlifted to Hamilton, he 
eventually succumbed to his injuries.  [FILE PHOTO]

Brad Gerber
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Fire destroys Maryhill barn, 
claims 45 cows

A Maryhill dairy farmer 
faced a major rebuild follow-
ing a fire that destroyed a barn 
and killed about a third of his 
heifers. Damage was estimat-
ed at more than $500,000.

Some 50 Woolwich firefight-
ers were called out just after 
9 p.m. on Mar. 26. On arrival, 
they found one of the build-
ings at 1025 Maryhill Rd. com-
pletely engulfed in flames.

The call involved crews 
from Maryhill, Breslau, Con-
estogo and St. Jacobs. 

Kings fall to Stratford in sec-
ond round of playoff s

The Elmira Sugar Kings 
wrapped up their season Mar. 
27 on home ice, suffering an 
emotional 4-3 overtime loss 
to the Stratford Cullitons in 
Game 6 of the second round of 
the GOJHL playoffs.

APRIL
Snowy weather is no deter-
rent to festival-goers

A heavy snowfall on Apr. 2 
didn’t keep the crowds away 
from the 52nd annual Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival.

EMSF chair Drew McGovern 
estimates 60,000 to 62,000 
showed up to take in the fes-
tivities, slightly down from 
2015’s 65,000.

Developer unveils new plan 
for Union Street subdivision

Four years after being re-
jected the first time through, 
a reworked plan for a subdi-
vision adjacent to Elmira’s 
Union Street industrial area 
found the reception as chilly 
as ever.

Just like the last time, rep-
resentatives of the applicant, 
Hawk Ridge Homes, were the 
only ones in favour of the proj-
ect pitched to Woolwich coun-
cil Apr. 19 at a public planning 
meeting.

The developer is proposing 
a new alignment for the 5.5-
acre site, currently home to an 
old apple orchard, it envisions 
as an ideal spot for 39 new 
homes.

MennoHomes breaks ground 
on Elmira project 

Politicians and community 
supporters ceremoniously 
turned some soil Apr. 29 at 
the official ground-breaking 
ceremony for the future Men-
noHomes affordable housing 
project in Elmira, marking the 
beginning of its construction. 

Occupancy is slated for the 
spring of 2017 for the build-
ing which will be located on 
the same property as Wool-
wich Community Services 

away on 
June 27. He 
was 85. 

He was 
well-known 
around 
these 
parts – and 
southern 
Ontario for 
that mat-
ter – for his love of traditional 
country music and spent most 
of his life writing it, playing it, 
and helping to keep it alive.

Russwurm created the 
popular Sunday Night Concert 
Series, which sees country and 
bluegrass musicians perform 
at Gore Park in Elmira every 
Sunday throughout the sum-
mer, packing in large crowds 
for the free concerts. 

JULY
Hahn faces new legal chal-
lenge

Convinced Woolwich coun-
cillor Scott Hahn got off too 
lightly after improperly filing 
an expense report related 
to the 2014 municipal elec-
tion, an Elmira resident filed 
private charges in hopes the 
Crown take up the case.

Alan Marshall followed the 
same game plan he used to 
bring Mayor Sandy Shantz 
into court for discrepancies in 
her election finance report.

A summons was issued 
July 15 by Justice of the Peace 
Zeljana Radulovic calling for 
Hahn to appear at the Ontario 
Court of Justice in Kitchener 
on Aug. 31.

In documents filed with the 
court, Marshall maintained the 
Ward 1 councillor “contravened 
multiple provisions of the Mu-
nicipal Elections Act” in filing 
his election expense report.

Cowan gets probation, 
community service hours

Former Woolwich mayor 
Todd Cowan won’t see jail 
time for his breach of trust 
conviction, instead facing 
one year of probation and 100 
hours of community service.

The sentence handed 
down July 18 in a Kitchener 
courtroom by Justice Michael 
Epstein includes a conditional 
discharge, meaning Cowan 
won’t have a criminal record. 
The judge determined he had 
already “suffered significant 
embarrassment” in his “fall 
from grace.”

“There is no question that 
he has been disgraced in the 
community.” 

The community service 
hours must be completed 
within 11 months. Cowan also 
had to pay a victim surcharge 
fee of $200 to Woolwich Town-
ship, and repay by Oct. 18 the 

depends on the success of 
festival day – good weather 
brings the people out, while 
the inclement kind keeps ’em 
home –the EMSF committee 
has donated more than $1.5 
million in its 50-year history.

Cowan found guilty of 
breach of trust

Former Woolwich mayor 
Todd Cowan was convicted 
of breach of trust June 15 in a 
Kitchener courtroom. Justice 
Michael Epstein found him 
not guilty of fraud in relation 
to expense claims submitted 
when he was a public official. 

Cowan was charged with 
fraud and breach of trust on 
Feb. 6 of 2015 after an inves-
tigation from the Ontario 
Provincial Police Anti-Rackets 
Branch unveiled that Cowan 
had submitted the same 
expenses twice, to both the 
township and the Region of 
Waterloo. He served as Wool-
wich’s representative on re-
gional council.

Expansion approved for 
Maryhill seniors’ home

A Maryhill seniors’ home 
was cleared for expansion, its 
zone-change request approved 
June 21 by Woolwich council.

Hillside Residence, located 
at 44 St. Charles St. E., applied 
for an addition to increase its 
capacity to 22 residents from 16.

Located on an agricultural 
parcel with a site-specific pro-
vision to allow for the seniors’ 
group home, the business in 
operation since 1999 had been 
restrained by zoning that limit-
ed the number of residents to 16.

Traditional country music’s 
best friend succumbs to ill-
ness

Local songwriter, musician, 
performer and record-collec-
tor Lynn Russwurm passed 

The policy was adopted the 
previous year as some council-
lors pushed for a formal plan 
to deal with an assortment 
of neighbourhood concerns 
about speeding and other 
traffic-related issues.

Meeting May 31, councillors 
approved work on Benjamin 
Road (between Weber Street 
and Westmount Road), Wool-
wich Street South (between 
Woolwich Street North and 
Dolman Street to coincide 
with Woolwich Street South 
and Dolman Street construc-
tion) and Woolwich Street 
South (between Elroy Road 
and Menno Street).

JUNE
Woolwich posts $1.1M surplus

A combination of increased 
revenue, lower expenses and 
deferred work left Woolwich 
with a surplus of $1,113,000 
after the books were closed on 
2015. That was up from a sur-
plus of $759,000 in 2014.

As well, the township post-
ed surpluses in the operation 
of both its water ($198,493) and 
wastewater services ($211,057). 
Most of the money was put 
into reserve funds, though 
councillors meeting June 6 al-
located $40,000 for increased 
traffic-calming measures and 
another $10,000 to a physician 
recruitment program.

Community groups receive 
$50,000 from EMSF

The 2016 iteration of the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival 
reached its denouement with 
the distribution of proceeds 
to a variety of community 
groups. Some $50,000 was 
divvied up as recipients and 
volunteers gathered June 9 in 
Elmira.

While each year’s proceeds 

mixed-use development on 
lands adjacent to the existing 
Hopewell Heights subdivi-
sion.

Downtown Elmira shuttle 
has a distinctly local feel to it

Passengers aboard the train 
from St. Jacobs to Elmira no 
longer had to make the two-
kilometre trek from where the 
tourist train stops on Oriole 
Parkway to Elmira’s down-
town.

A free shuttle began trans-
porting travellers to the 
downtown area three times a 
day. The tractor-drawn wagon 
was the idea of  local busi-
ness owner, Elmeda Weber of 
Kitchen Kuttings.
Woolwich council supported 
the idea, passing a motion on 
May 10 which freed up the 
money required – $12,000 – in 
the Elmira BIA’s budget to 
cover the service.

Market fi re damage pegged 
at $125,000

A popular Woolwich tourist 
destination saw some disrup-
tion at Peddlar’s Village at the 
St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market, 
after fire ignited on the roof on 
May 26.

The main market building, 
the Harvest Barn and the out-
door vendors weren’t affected 
and remained open for busi-
ness as usual. 

Black smoke was visible for 
miles coming from Peddlar’s 
Village, which houses a flea 
market, food vendors, and 
some offices.

Traffi  c-calming for Wool-
wich roads

Three Woolwich roads saw 
traffic-calming measures in 
2016 as the township sticks 
with a go-slow approach to a 
new policy for dealing with 
complaints about road safety. 

on Church Street at Memorial 
Avenue.

MAY
King reconstruction dogs 
St. Jacobs

The King Street reconstruc-
tion project underway in 
St. Jacobs, township council 
moved quickly to approve new 
traffic-calming and parking 
control measures.

All-way stop signs were ap-
proved for Water Street and 
Abner’s Lane, Water Street at 
the park and the intersection of 
Queensway Drive and Princess 
Street near St. Jacobs Public 
School. The township prohib-
ited parking along one side of 
Water Street while it’s being 
used as a detour route during 
the construction project.

Likewise, temporary no-
parking signs lined both sides 
of Cedar Street between King 
and Water streets to provide 
trucks access to local busi-
nesses as needed during work 
on the project.

Woolwich, developer reach 
deal on new Breslau subdivi-
sion

New homes could appear 
at the rate of 75 a year when 
construction begins in the 
next phase of the Thomasfield 
Homes development in Bre-
slau, a number reached in a 
deal with Woolwich Township 
just prior to a legal hearing.

The agreement turned a 
May 18 Ontario Municipal 
Board hearing into a settle-
ment meeting, clearing the 
way for official plan and 
zoning bylaw amendments 
Thomasfield had requested 
from the township. The deal 
came almost three years after 
the company first applied for 
the changes that will see a 

A fire May 26 at the Peddlar’s Village portion of the St Jacobs Farmers’ Market temporarily closed the building, with damage estimated at $125,000.   [FILE PHOTO]

Lynn Russwurm
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$140.09 that he expensed to 
the municipality in meals for 
his girlfriend during his time 
as mayor.

Cowan was convicted of the 
breach of trust charge on June 
15, but found not guilty on the 
charge of fraud under $5,000.

AUGUST
Woolwich selects Bolender 
Park as site for splash pad

Bolender Park was picked as 
the location for what organiz-
ers hope will be a world-class 
splash pad in Elmira. That’s 
the preferred location of a 
majority of Woolwich council-
lors, many of whom expressed 
concerns about the cost of the 
facility, specifically annual 
operating expenses estimated 
at $40,000.

In approving the site, sub-
ject to technical studies clear-
ing the location, councillors 
meeting Aug. 9 were adamant 
the project committee would 
have to pick up all capital 
costs. That includes the exten-
sion of water lines, technical 
studies and landscaping the 
committee suggested be a mu-
nicipal expense.

Woolwich reaches deal with 
CUPE

Woolwich’s unionized work-
ers received a one per cent 
raise for 2016, 1.1 per cent in 
2017 and 1.2 per cent in 2018 
under a new contract reached 
between the township and the 
Canadian Union of Public Em-
ployees (CUPE) Local 1542.

As is customary for the 
township, the same increases 
applied to the larger non-
union staff.

The deal was ratified by 
Woolwich councillors meeting 
Aug. 9. 

For 2016, the increases add-
ed about $51,000 to the budget 
– $15,672 for union workers, 
and $35,231 for non-union em-
ployees, reported CAO David 
Brenneman.

Charges laid in Wellesley 
murders

Police formally charged 
with murder a man arrested 
in connection with the 2011 
disappearance of Wellesley 
Township resident Linda 
Daniel and her daughter Chey-
enne, who were 47 and 13 re-
spectively at the time.

Glenn Kraemer Bauman, 
43, was arrested Aug. 19 in 
Alberta by Waterloo Regional 
Police detectives backed by 
the RCMP. He was charged 
with two counts of first-degree 
murder and two counts of of-
fering an indignity to a body.

Regional police report that 
at the time of the victims’ 
disappearance, Bauman was 

got $200 for third place.

OCTOBER
More leeway for food trucks 
as Wellesley approves new 
bylaw

Mobile food vendors look-
ing to set up shop in Wellesley 
Township learned they’d get 
a new set of regulations as 
of Apr. 1, 2017 as township 
councillors meeting Oct. 6 
approved the final draft of a 
new bylaw. 

A public meeting held in 
June regarding the proposed 
bylaw was well attended by 
residents in support of the 
Odd Duck food truck that had 
opened on Queen’s Bush Road 
and started the conversation 
around mobile food vendors 
in the township.

Council approves apartment 
plan for Riverside Drive 
property

A list of neighbourhood 
concerns dismissed by Wool-
wich staff, a plan to convert 
an Elmira home into an apart-
ment complex got the go 
ahead from township council.

The Oct. 6 decision clears 
the way for a zone change at 
3 Riverside Dr. W., where the 
owner planned to renovate the 
existing house and build an 
addition to create a multi-unit 
building.

Residents oppose gravel pit 
changes

The side pushing for a grav-
el pit in Winterbourne met a 
full court press as residents 
rallied as a team at a public 
information session Oct. 19 in 
St. Jacobs. 

In waves, they chipped away 
at Preston Sand and Gravel’s 
case for below-the-water-table 
extraction in Jigs Hollow. 

Organized as the Friends of 
the Winterbourne Valley, the 
concerned citizens ramped 
up the fight against the con-
troversial gravel pit. Some 65 
people turned up at the com-
munity centre to voice their 
opposition.

Upgrades now complete at 
Elmira cenotaph

Just ahead of Remembrance 
Day, Elmira’s cenotaph un-
derwent improvements to go 
along with the newer center-
piece at the war memorial. 

Originally erected nearly 
100 years ago with a marble 
statue, the soldier standing 
to attention at Memorial Av-
enue and Arthur Street was 
replaced in 2010 with the cur-
rent bronze figure, now it is 
the surrounding area that has 
been upgraded.

For six years, Elmira Legion 
past-president Kirk Genereux 

Jacks tap veteran Cal Jeff er-
ies as new captain

Before hitting the ice in 
Tavistock for the first game 
of the regular season, the 
Wellesley Applejacks chose  
Cal Jefferies to wear the ‘C’ on 
his sweater. The coaching staff 
chose three players as assis-
tant captains: Brenden Goran, 
Alex Uttley and Sean McEwan. 

Miranda Schultz selected as 
Wellesley fair ambassador

The 2015-16 Wellesley North 
Easthope Fall Fair ambassador 
Sally Draper relinquished her 
duties and handed over her 
tiara and sash on Sept. 13 to 
the new ambassador, Miranda 
Schultz, at the opening of the 
fall fair, after lengthy delibera-
tion from the judges.

Wellesley couple recognized 
for service to community

Decades of service to the 
Wellesley community earned 
a prominent local couple some 
well-deserved recognition at 
the Wellesley North Easthope 
Fall Fair Sept. 13.

Emily and Adolph Hafe-
mann received the Ontario 
Association of Agricultural 
Societies (OAAS) Service Di-
ploma at the fall fair from the 
Wellesley North Easthope Ag-
ricultural Society.

Chemtura parent to be sold
Chemtura Corp., which 

operates a plant in Elmira, 
was acquired by a German 
competitor.

Lanxess AG agreed to buy 
Philadelphia-based Chemtura 
for about US$2.1 billion.

Subject to shareholder and 
regulatory approval, the sale 
cleared the way for Lanxess 
to essentially double the size 
of its chemical additives busi-
ness. Chemtura specializes in 
lubricant additives and flame-
retardant chemicals.

In Elmira, the operation is 
no stranger to change, howev-
er, as it’s shifted banners from 
Uniroyal to Crompton Co. to 
Chemtura in the last couple of 
decades alone.

Tarasko wins Wellesley Idol
Ukulele plucking, strong 

singing and plenty of on-stage 
grooving 
earned 
Nathan 
Tarasko 
the 2016 
Wellesley 
Idol title at 
the Welles-
ley Apple 
Butter and 
Cheese 
Festival on Sept. 24 

Tarasko won $500, Rachel 
Regier received $300 for sec-
ond place, and Nikki Metzger 

repair costs at $30,000 to 
$75,000. 

SEPTEMBER
Wellesley approves trail 
plan, minus most conten-
tious bits

A controversial trail plan for 
Wellesley Village got the go-
ahead, but the most conten-
tious section remained to be 
reworked in the face of strong 
opposition from residents.

Like the community itself, 
councillors meeting Sept. 6 
were also split, with a slight 
edge to those in support of an 
as-yet-finalized plan from the 
Wellesley Trails and Active 
Transportation Advisory Com-
mittee. 

Still to be tackled is a stretch 
of the trail system along 
Greenwood Hill Drive from 
Queens Bush Road to Ferris 
Drive that needs to be altered 
to address residents’ concerns.

New Riverside PS opens its 
doors in Elmira

Back to school took on an 
extra flavour for students of 
Riverside Public School, who 
trekked into a brand new build-
ing on the west side of Elmira. 

The finishing touches on 
the $11.6-million project were 
still underway as students 
filed in, the population hav-
ing outgrown the old building 
further to the east on William 
Street – it had exceeded its 
recommended capacity by 
more than 300 per cent. The 
former site remains vacant.

Sugar Kings name Jeff  Jor-
dan as squad’s new captain

As the 2016-17 season got 
underway, coaches chose Jeff 
Jordan as the new captain 
of the Elmira Sugar Kings. 
Named as assistant captains 
were Quinten Bruce, Josh 
Slegers and Jake Brown.

green light from Woolwich 
councillors Aug. 23.

Responding to concerns 
raised by council two weeks 
earlier, organizers reduced the 
estimated annual operating 
costs to $30,000 from $40,000, 
largely by reducing the hours 
of operation, including drop-
ping to 17 from 24 the number 
of weeks the facility would be 
open.

The scale of the project – a 
4,000-square-foot splash pad 
with 23 individual water fea-
tures – was untouched, with 
organizers adamant the facil-
ity remain a large, accessible 
attraction. 

With the township unwill-
ing to pay any of the capital 
costs, organizers agreed to 
take care of some $70,000 
for the extension of water 
lines, technical studies and 
landscaping, expenses they’d 
hope Woolwich would cover in 
prepping the site.

Erosion concerns force clo-
sure of Glasgow Street bridge 
in Conestogo

Woolwich was forced 
to scramble to reopen the 
Glasgow Street bridge in Con-
estogo after part of the road 
approaching it was washed 
away.

The old steel bridge has 
been closed for repairs on sev-
eral occasions in recent years, 
but this time it was bank ero-
sion, not the structure itself, 
that forced the immediate 
closure on Aug. 25 for an esti-
mated three or four weeks.

Heavy rains the weekend 
before exacerbated a problem 
with erosion and crumbling 
pavement on the southwest 
side first identified in the 
spring, said Jared Puppe, the 
township’s acting manager of 
engineering.

“All the rain … just washed 
out the edge of the road.”

Initial estimates put the 

in a common-law relationship 
with Linda Daniel.

Man electrocuted at pet food 
plant

A 61-year-old employee at 
Elmira Pet Products was elec-
trocuted to death on the job 
sometime overnight Aug. 19. 

The Kitchener man’s body 
was found about noon the 
following day after he failed 
to return home from his shift, 
police reported.

Wellesley expands parkland 
inventory

What started out as a search 
for a bit of land to house soc-
cer fields quickly morphed 
into something else as Welles-
ley jumped on the chance to 
acquire a 32-acre tract, with 
councillors agreeing to spend 
$800,000 on the purchase.

The township’s 2014 parks 
and recreation master plan 
pointed to a shortage of rec-
reational land. The new deal 
put a dent in that shortfall, 
providing much-needed space 
today and room for future de-
velopment.

It was a rare chance that 
could not be passed on, Mayor 
Joe Nowak said at an Aug. 23 
meeting.

“This is forward-looking 
and it is an opportunity that 
doesn’t come up too often, 
to get a piece of property like 
that with land that is service-
able,” he said to council. “I 
think that this is an important 
opportunity for the township.”

The property is on the 
northeast corner of Queen’s 
Bush and Hutchison roads. 
In addition to the 32 acres to 
be purchased, the landowner 
donated another eight acres.

Woolwich approves Elmira 
splash pad project

Its projected operating costs 
pared back a bit, a splash pad 
proposed for Elmira got the 

With the student population having outgrown the old building, the Waterloo Region District School Board built a new Riverside Public 
School in Elmira, which opened for the school year in September. [FILE PHOTO]

Nathan Tarasko
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and others campaigned for 
an update at the site, which 
previously was home to a rect-
angular planter, surrounded 
by grass. Now, there is an 
elaborate stonescape carpet-
ing the spot, with a new stone 
monument bearing words 
repeated every year around 
Remembrance Day: Lest we 
forget. Benches were also in-
stalled on the north end of the 
plot, giving visitors a spot to 
sit and reflect.

NOVEMBER
Bi-weekly collection, bag 
limits coming to a curb near 
you next March

Its residents facing the 
threat of two weeks’ worth of 
rotting garbage sitting around, 
Waterloo Region changed 
gears to promote its costly 
and lightly used green bin 
program.

The region opted to shift to 
bi-weekly garbage collection 
in March 2017, limiting the 
number of bags to four.

Along with saving money, 
the change was designed to 
boost the use of recycling 
bins – green and blue – which 
will continue to be collected 
weekly.

Region backs Breslau GO 
station

Breslau is one step closer 
to housing a new GO Transit 
station, after Waterloo Region 
council endorsed the recom-
mendation by Metrolinx to 
build the station at a Green-
house Road location. The proj-
ect has been in the works for 
a while, as the site was chosen 
in 2009.

Kings’ win streak stalls at 12
Attempting to extend their 

streak to a baker’s dozen, the 
Elmira Sugar Kings came up 
short Nov. 11 by falling 4-3 to 
Listowel.

OMB upholds Woolwich’s 
staging plan for Breslau sub-
division

Woolwich’s go-slow ap-
proach to residential develop-
ment will be in full force when 
two new subdivisions get roll-
ing in Breslau. 

Where one developer, 
Thomasfield Homes, came 
to an arrangement with the 
township, the second, Empire 
Communities, opted to chal-
lenge Woolwich’s stance at 
the Ontario Municipal Board. 
Ironically, when the quasi-ju-
dicial agency’s decision came 
down Nov. 18, Empire ended 
up with a smaller annual allo-
cation than did Thomasfield.

Woolwich had been pushing 

ing a bowtie, became the face 
of Home Hardware, which he 
and his partners transformed 

from a 
single store 
in St. Ja-
cobs into 
a national 
brand with 
some 1,100 
locations 
from coast 
to coast. 

A member of the Order 
of Canada, inducted into 
the Canadian Business Hall 
of Fame, a recipient of the 
Distinguished Canadian Re-
tailer Award and an honourary 
doctor of laws, Hachborn re-
mained humble about all the 
recognition.

He began his career in the 
hardware business as a teen 
in 1938, so he had more than a 
quarter-century of experience 
under his belt when he created 
Home Hardware in 1964 with 
partners Henry Sittler and 
Arthur Zilliax. 

Woolwich nixes additional 
expenditures for bus route

Simply throwing more 
money at the system won’t 
improve Grand River Transit 
service in Elmira,  decided 
Woolwich councillors who 
voted Dec. 19 not to increase 
the budget for route 21. 

Extending evening hours 
would have seen township 
taxpayers on the hook for an-
other $73,000 a year on top of 
the $500,000 budget.

up operations Dec. 9 at its 
long-time location, opening 
up the following Monday at its 
new home.

The centre made the jump 
from the Mockingbird Drive 
location to the west side of the 
new Riverside Public School 
building on William Street in 
Elmira.

The old child care centre 
building was constructed in 
1976, and due to the aging 
structure, regional council 
approved a plan for a new 
facility.

Kennel approved over objec-
tions of neighbours

Woolwich councillors are 
hoping little dogs mean little 
in the way of problems af-
ter giving the go-ahead to a 
Breslau-area kennel over the 
objections of adjacent prop-
erty owners. 

In a split vote Dec. 13, they 
approved an eight-dog kennel 
licence for Samantha DeJong, 
allowing her to do puppy 
training for up to five dogs in 
addition to the three dogs of 
her own at 1956 Shantz Sta-
tion Rd.

Home Hardware co-founder 
dies

Home Hardware co-founder 
Walter Hachborn, a familiar 
face to many in St. Jacobs and 
well beyond, died Dec. 17 at 
the age of 95.

Always modest about his ac-
complishments, the bespecta-
cled Hachborn, usually sport-

Region opts for roundabout 
near Hawkesville

Waterloo Region council-
lors voted Dec. 6  to install a 
roundabout at the Ament Line 
and Herrgott Road intersec-
tion, instead of the four-way 
stop originally proposed by 
regional staff.

The decision ended a long-
standing push from the com-
munity for improvements to 
the site of some fatal collisions.

“I was pleasantly surprised 
to see that it was a unanimous 
decision because I did think 
that there was going to be a 
little bit of pushback, but I 
think council realized how im-
portant this issue is not only 
for the rural folks but region-
wide,” said Wellesley Mayor 
Joe Nowak of the decision.

The roundabout is ex-
pected to be installed in 2018, 
but it could take until 2019. 
The intersection currently is 
a two-way stop with oversized 
stop signs on Ament Line, 
rumble strips approaching 
the intersection and a flash-
ing light, installed after the 
2005 collision that claimed 
the life of five-year-old 
Emma Ringrose. In spite of 
the changes, there were nine 
collisions at the intersection 
from 2011 to 2015.

New home for child care 
centre

When one door closes, an-
other opens. That’s certainly 
the case for the Elmira Child 
Care Centre, which wrapped 

of a cheaper option, and the 
installation of water-saving 
measures.

Operating costs are now 
been pegged at about $30,000 
a year, with the bulk of it 
($25,000) paying for water.

While the Breslau pad, like 
the one planned for Elmira’s 
Bolender Park, will be built 
entirely with donated money, 
annual maintenance and oper-
ating costs fall to the township.

Wellesley recognizes citizens 
of the year

The contributions of three 
Wellesley Township volun-
teers did not go unnoticed 
by the Wellesley and District 
Board of Trade. Henry Brick, 
Jamie Reid and Maddi Da 
Rosa each received a Wellesley 
Citizen of the Year award.

Brick was awarded the Life-
time Award, Reid was given 
the Citizen of the Year Award 
and Da Rosa received the Ju-
nior Citizen of the Year Award.

DECEMBER
Local trustee named WRDSB 
chair

Elmira resident Scott 
McMillan was acclaimed as 
the Waterloo Region District 
School Board’s new chair in 
his first term as trustee for 
Woolwich and Wellesley town-
ships.

A vote was held Dec. 5, with 
Ted Martin selected as vice-
chair.

for annual staging of 50 new 
homes for each developer, 
but allowed Thomasfield 75 
per year to avoid any legal 
entanglements. Opting to go 
to the OMB, Empire ended up 
with the 50 originally on of-
fer. The OMB decision does, 
however, clear the way for the 
next phase of the Riverland 
subdivision to go ahead.

No extra LRT charges for 
townships

Those buying new homes 
in the township won’t be hit 
with thousands of dollars in 
extra costs to pay for transit, 
regional council’s administra-
tion and finance committee 
decided Nov. 22.

Members voted against a 
staff recommendation that 
would have added $3,188 to 
the price tag of each new 
home built region-wide. In-
stead, the development charg-
es will apply only to the cities, 
with the four rural townships 
exempt from the amended 
bylaw.

A new charge for waste 
management – $255 for a 
single-detached home – will 
apply region-wide.

Woolwich backs GO station
Plans for a GO Transit sta-

tion in Breslau got another 
formal endorsement, as Wool-
wich councillors followed the 
example of their Region of 
Waterloo counterparts in sup-
porting Metrolinx’s bid to build 
at a Greenhouse Road site.

The Nov. 22 vote commit-
ted the township to being in 
agreement with the location, 
but also to plans for sustain-
able access to the site – the 
provision of another access 
point other than Greenhouse 
Road – and backing for 
Metrolinx’s call for a “transit 
supportive planning regime” 
around the station.

Council formally approves  
Breslau splash pad 

Scaling back the project to 
reduce operating costs, the 
Breslau Lions Club won ap-
proval from Woolwich council 
for a splash pad in the village. 
The facility is slated to be 
built adjacent to the Breslau 
Community Centre, which 
offers access to water, sewer 
and hydro services, as well as 
nearby parking.

The club made changes 
to the project when council 
expressed concerns about 
costs associated with operat-
ing splash pads planned for 
Elmira. Revisions include 
reducing the footprint (to 260 
square metres from 350 sq. 
m.), eliminating a water re-
circulating system in favour 

consider staying and wait-
ing out the violence. They 
are also very symbolically 
important, giving the sense 
of not being abandoned by 
their western neighbours in 
Canada and the U.S. That is 
a really important purpose 
behind the humanitarian 
aid that we provide,” he 
said, mentioning that MCC 
isn’t just about provid-
ing for families escaping 
the violence by coming to 

North America. 
Through the partnerships 

with organizations like 
the Middle East Council of 
Churches, and the Syrian 
Orthodox Church and the 
Fellowship of Middle East 
Evangelical Churches, MCC 
is also working to provide 
emotional support to Syri-
ans affected by the violence, 
breaking a cycle of fighting. 

“Over the last five or six 
years, we have put a lot of 
effort into trauma healing. 

Most of those people have 
been highly traumatized, 
so a lot of our work has 
been training trauma heal-
ing trainers, if that makes 
sense, again to amplify our 
efforts,” he said. “You want 
people to be able to recover 
from this and restart their 
lives, wherever that hap-
pens. You also want to not 
see people harmed by vio-
lence become further per-
petrators of violence. One 
of the reasons for effective 

trauma healing is to help 
people move beyond the 
reaction that violence is the 
only response. Otherwise, 
you will see this continue 
for another generation.”

MCC Ontario is always 
looking for more donations 
to help them in their work, 
both here in Canada and 
overseas in war-ravaged 
regions like Aleppo in Syria. 

“We continue to welcome 
donations so that we can do 
an effective job of being a 

coordinator. There are still 
families here that are arriv-
ing, and we need to play that 
role. We also always accept 
donations for our continued 
work in Syria. From human-
itarian work, peace building 
work and more. We welcome 
that,” he said, adding that 
sometimes it is about donat-
ing a kit to make everyday 
life easier on those living in 
exceptional circumstances. 
“We are always looking for 
the material resources as 

well – things like hygiene 
kits. If people want to go on-
line to our website, the lists 
for all of our kits are there 
and we continue to welcome 
them. The kit that you pro-
vide might not go directly to 
Syria, but now it is there in 
inventory for when we need 
to make another shipment 
either there or somewhere 
else in the world that is in 
need.”

Visit www.mcccanada.ca 
to find out how to help.

MCC: Agencies on the ground are in need of a long list of resources to help with the crisis
FROM | 2

Walter Hachborn

Opening the 2016-17 season at a blistering pace, the Elmira Sugar Kings posted a dozen straight wins before the streak was snapped Nov. 11. [FILE PHOTO]
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WHILE WE MAY HAVE been able to wrap our-
selves in the illusion of peace and goodwill over 
the holidays, the reality is that the world is full 
of unpleasantness. 

That’s especially true on the global stage, where war and 
terrorism abound. Well, at least as far as the tales and public 
consciousness are concerned.

Horror stories about war (Aleppo even makes the pages of 
this week’s issue) and terrorism (the two are not unrelated, 
as anything involving the Middle East shows) have certainly 
struck a chord. How else do you reconcile a year-end poll 
that shows Canadians feel less safe (22 per cent) than more 
safe (eight per cent) out in public than they did even a year 
ago.

Perhaps not surprisingly, the sense of safety drops with 
age. Boomers (27 per cent) are more likely than Gen X’ers 
(22) or Millennials (17) to feel less safe. 

The media attention given to terrorism, in particular, is 
bound to make people believe there are heightened risks, 
though the reality is there’s a very, very, very minor chance 
of you being caught up in a terrorist act.

Misperceptions are one thing, but the fear they generate 
has some really scary consequences, namely the abuse of 
privacy and civil liberties by all-too-eager authorities.

Each terrorist act – recently in Berlin and Turkey, for 
example – brings with it some level of hysteria. When they 
happen closer to home, the reaction is worse still. (We tend 
to ignore the terrorism committed by all sides almost daily 
in parts of the world that aren’t like “us.”)

Because we’re talking about Islamic terrorism here, each 
new incident makes life that much trickier for Muslims here 
and pretty much everywhere in the West. Already under a 
general blanket of suspicion, they face increased scrutiny. 

Beyond the immediate reactions, we do need to under-
stand the root causes of such acts. Some will point to radical-
ization as an inherent part of Islam. Others will mention the 
history of Western colonialism and ongoing interventions 
in Muslim countries. Then there’s the issue of support for 
Israel, an issue at the heart of all Middle East affairs – hello 
Barack Obama, Benjamin Netanyahu ... and Donald Trump.

Those issues are not going to go away anytime soon, as 
there’s too much money and ideology tied up in the status 
quo. What can be addressed, however, is how we react to ter-
rorism and the fear it breeds. There, too, there are vested in-
terests with financial and other incentives to call for beefed 
up security, military spending and even more restrictions to 
our civil rights and liberties.

You can bet events of the last couple of weeks – and the 
ones destined to come – will be used to justify more intru-
sions into our collective privacy.

Certain types have always had the urge to spy on people; 
in the post-9/11 world, the paranoid and dictatorial have 
found new ways to curtail public freedoms. Their attempts 
to play on current fears have many precedents – think of 
McCarthyism and the state police of hundreds of oppressive 
regimes.

Information gathered will do nothing to deter real crime, 
but would serve as an excellent vehicle for public control. 
Misuse would be rampant. Throw in a lack of data security 
and the perils become even greater.

With computers able to crunch vast amounts of disparate 
data, we would be wise to provide government, agencies and 
businesses with increasingly less information about our-
selves. Preventing more intrusion on our lives is where the 
real battle lies.

Fear unfounded, 
but will be used 
to curtail freedom

THE MAIN MESSAGE OF 
2016 was that we are enter-
ing a period of economic 
and political upheaval 
comparable to the industri-
al revolution of 1780-1850, 
and nothing expressed that 
message more clearly than 
Donald Trump’s appoint-
ment of Andrew Puzder as 
Secretary of Labour. Even 
though it’s clear that nei-
ther man understands the 
message.

Puzder bears a large part 
of the responsibility for 
fulfilling Trump’s election 
promise to “bring back” 
America’s lost industrial 
jobs: seven million in the 
past 35 years. That’s what 
created the Rust Belt and 
the popular anger that put 
Trump in power. But Puz-
der is a fast-food magnate 
who got rich by shrinking 
his costs, and he has never 
met a computer he didn’t 
like.

“They’re always polite, 
they always upsell, they 
never take a vacation, they 
never show up late, there’s 
never a slip-and-fall, or an 

Economic upheaval - thus Trump’s election - the 2016 story
age-, sex-, or race-discrim-
ination case,” he rhap-
sodized. They also never 
take lunch or toilet breaks, 
they’ll work 24 hours a 
day, and they don’t have 
to be paid. So out with the 
workers and in with the 
robots.

It was not evil foreigners 
who “stole” most of those 
seven million American 
jobs, and will probably 
eliminate up to 50 mil-
lion more in the next 20 
years. It’s the ‘intelligent 
machines’ that did most 
of the damage, starting 
with simple assembly-line 
robots and ATMs. (“Every 
automated teller machine 
contains the ghosts of three 
bank tellers.”)

But the automation 
keeps moving up the skill 
sets. The first self-driving 
cars are now on the road in 
the United States. That’s 
another four million jobs 
down the drain, starting 
with taxi drivers and long-
distance truckers. In recent 
years, eight American 
manufacturing jobs have 
been lost to automation for 
every one lost to “globaliza-
tion,” and it will only get 
worse.

A 2013 study concluded 
that 47 per cent of existing 

jobs in the United States 
are vulnerable to automa-
tion in the next 20 years, 
and the numbers are as 
bad or worse for the other 
developed countries. This 
is what is really driving the 
“populist revolution” that 
caused two of the world’s 
oldest democracies to 
make bizarre, self-harming 
political choices in the 
past year. First Brexit, then 
Trump.

Leaving the European 
Union will hurt Britain’s 
economy badly, and put-
ting a man like Donald 
Trump in the U.S. presi-
dency is a serious mistake. 
Yet half the voters in each 
country were so angry 
that they didn’t care about 
the likely negative conse-
quences of their vote.

There is more to come. 
Beppe Grillo’s populist 
Five-Star Movement may 
win the next election in 
Italy. Marine Le Pen’s 
National Front (no longer 
openly anti-Semitic, but 
still basically neo-fascist) 
could win the French 
presidential election next 
spring. The Netherlands 
and Germany may see 
hard-right, anti-immigrant 
parties in governing coali-
tions after their forthcom-

ing elections.
Some people fear that 

we are seeing a re-run 
of the 1930s. Economic 
growth has slowed since 
the crash of 2008, and 
unemployment is much 
higher than it looks. The 
official U.S. unemploy-
ment figure is only five per 
cent, but almost one-third 
of American men between 
the ages of 25 and 54 are 
“economically inactive.” 
So angry populist lead-
ers are popping up again 
all across the developed 
world.

The ‘Dirty Thirties’ 
ended in the Second World 
War, and there are obvious 
parallels today. The Euro-
pean Union is fraying at the 
edges, and Donald Trump 
has talked about curtailing 
U.S. support for NATO. He 
has also threatened to slap 
huge tariffs on Chinese 
exports to the U.S., and it’s 
probably a bad idea to push 
China too hard when it is 
already in grave economic 
trouble.

But this is not the 1930s. 
There are no ranting dicta-
tors promising revenge for 
lost wars, and government 
benefits mean that unem-

DYER | 10

As with most technology, the younger generation tends to be early adopters ... in this case by day and by night.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

We may be in the mood for change, but likely to get more of the same

WRAP-UPS OF 2016 ARE 
dominated by the phe-
nomenon behind Donald 
Trump, Brexit, anti-immi-
grant backlashes and push 
back against globalization. 
The developments are in-
terconnected, of course, as 
many people are no lon-
ger quietly accepting the 
changes that have wors-
ened their lives.

The harmful neoliberal 
shift, decried for decades 
by a few, have now become 
apparent to the many. 
This has given rise to the 
current swing to populist 
politicians, both left and 
right – Bernie Sanders and 
Trump, Podemos and Na-
tional Front, for instance.

The great unwashed has 
become the great unrest.

That development has 
not been lost on those in 
power – the ones largely 
responsible for the down-
ward spiral of the masses 
– who’ve instituted the 
surveillance state and mili-
tarized police forces not 
for the public’s safety, but 

for their own. After all, his-
tory has shown that when 
things go downhill, the na-
tives get restless. 

History is also replete 
with great inequities, 
something we’re talking 
about again today with 
comparisons to the Gilded 
Age. Now, however, tech-
nology makes it much 
easier to both take note of 
inequalities and to com-
pare notes. That technol-
ogy makes it easier for a 
coordinated revolt – see 
the Arab Spring, for ex-
ample – is one of the main 
reasons why states are rac-
ing to control, monitor and 
regulate usage. 

The clash of high ex-
pectations (the entitled 
generation) and declining 
prospects may not go over 
well. From overt police-
state powers to mindless 
media-fueled distractions, 
there’s a concerted effort to 
keep a lid on the pot to pre-
vent it from boiling over.

Any attempts to lower 
general expectations, as 
in the housing market, is 
doomed to failure under 
the current economic 
model based on consumer-
ism: you can’t simultane-
ously sell, sell, sell people 

on every goodie imaginable 
and have them see declin-
ing wages and standards of 
living. We’ve bridged that 
gap for decades with credit, 
but what happens when 
the well runs dry?

Eventually, a new eco-
nomic model will be need-
ed. We’ll also need to revise 
the political structure 
– current populist move-
ments taking aim at corpo-
ratism and the influence of 
money elites may or may 
not be successful.

One option gaining trac-
tion is some form of basic 
income program that al-
lows everybody to share in 
the productivity gains even 
as traditional jobs are shed 
– see Gwynne Dyer’s piece 
this week, for instance.

Increasingly, good-pay-
ing jobs have disappeared, 
replaced by crappy service 
jobs. Well, in part. Fact 
is, across Canada and the 
U.S., there are fewer real 
jobs even as the popula-
tion increases. Where the 
labour hasn’t been sent 
offshore, high immigration 
levels – legal or otherwise 
– have been used to drive 
down wages and to provide 
fodder for our consumer 
society, the one financed 

by debt that reaches new 
record levels each month, 
collectively now more than 
$2 trillion.

I’m aware this only adds 
to the post-Christmas, 
credit-card-statement 
blues. But, wait, it gets 
worse.

Increasingly, those ser-
vice jobs – crappy and even 
those that aren’t – that are 
hyped by those eager to 
hide the truth from us are 
at risk through automation. 
Machines have already 
displaced many workers, 
but even jobs in the hos-
pitality industry – wait-
ers, hotel workers, retail 
clerks – seem destined to 
be replaced in the shift to 
automation and robotics. 
A 2013 Oxford University 
study, for instance, predict-
ed that machines might be 
able to perform half of all 
U.S. jobs in the next two 
decades. 

Let’s look at the trucking 
industry, one of the larg-
est employers and a place 
where there are jobs for 
those without higher edu-
cation. According to the 
American Trucker Associa-
tion, there are 3.5 million 
professional truck drivers 
in the U.S. – it’s the most 

common job in more than 
half the states. Add to that 
another 5.2 million in jobs 
within the trucking indus-
try. On top of that, there are 
millions more in related 
jobs, from logistics right on 
through to the diners and 
motels that cater to drivers.

Now, imagine all of the 
jobs disappearing as a re-
sult of a driverless truck. 

The technology already 
exists today, just as it does 
with driverless cars, another 
use of technology destined 
to displace jobs such as cab-
bies and couriers. Driverless 
buses and trains will elimi-
nate the need for transit 
workers, many of them an 
increasing burden on gov-
ernments and taxpayers.  

Automated transporta-
tion, from cars to airplanes, 
is safer, more efficient and 
much less costly to oper-
ate – computers don’t fall 
asleep, take bathroom 
breaks, drink on the job or 
a host of other human foi-
bles. For all those reasons, 
driverless is the future of 
transportation.

This isn’t science fiction 
anymore. It’s here, and 
the technology’s spread is 
inevitable. The same trans-
formation will migrate to 

many fields. Not just Mc-
Jobs, but into accounting, 
medicine, teaching and a 
host of other jobs that now 
pay well, and are typically 
considered safe. 

Once upon a time, au-
tomation was a panacea 
that was to lead to a mythi-
cal leisure society – the 
machines would do the 
work, while we reaped 
the benefit of reclaimed 
time to do what we wanted 
rather than the drudgery of 
work. As we’ve seen so far, 
technology has extended 
workweeks and displaced 
people from high-paying 
to lesser jobs. There’s no 
reason to believe that will 
change as technology con-
tinues to change the way 
work is done. Which brings 
us to the idea of a basic 
income: what becomes of 
our economy when there 
are fewer and fewer jobs? 
In the short term, those 
at the top of the income 
scale, including the much-
discussed 1%ers, make out 
like bandits due to reduced 
costs. But if people don’t 
have money to spend, who 
is going to keep the con-
sumer society running? 

What is your favourite winter activity?

“Going for a winter hike.”

 » David Paisley

“Watching holiday movies indoors.”

 » Leah Pauls

“Just walking around town.”

 » Jordyn Cooper

“Watching hockey.”

 » Connie Bruder

“Hockey.”

 » Cameron Brown

“It was not evil foreigners who “stole” most of those seven million American jobs ...” Gwynne Dyer | 8

KANNON | 10
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Without change, today’s 
turmoil will only get worse
FROM | 8

 » Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives 

When “That 
will never 
happen 
to me” 
happens.

1201022CN State Farm Canadian Head Office, Aurora, Ontario

I'm ready to help.

There’s never a good time for 
an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count 
on State Farm® to be there 
quickly so you can get your life 
back to normal. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Jeff Watkin, Agent
151 Frobisher Dr, Ste A204
Waterloo, ON  N2V 2C9
Bus: 519-886-4470
jeff.watkin.icjk@statefarm.com

ployment is no longer a ca-
tastrophe for most people 
in Western countries. The 
old white working class 
(and some of the middle 
class) are angry because 
jobs are disappearing and 
because immigration is 
changing the ethnic bal-
ance in their countries, but 
they are not angry enough 
to want a war.

Trump’s election means 
that we are in for a wild 
ride in the next four years, 
but he will ultimately 
disappoint his supporters 
because he is barking up 
the wrong tree. He cannot 
bring back the jobs that 
were lost, because most 
of them were not lost to 
his favourite culprits: free 
trade and uncontrolled im-
migration.

Even if Trump under-
stood this, he could not 
admit it in public, because 
there is nothing he can 
do about it. He might ban 
immigrants coming in to 
“steal American jobs,” and 
he can tear up free-trade 
deals to his heart’s content, 
but his own cabinet con-
tains people who have built 
their careers on eliminat-
ing jobs through automa-
tion. 

This is change on the 
scale of the (first) industri-
al revolution, and you can’t 
fight it. But then, you really 
don’t need to. American 
industry has shed seven 
million jobs since 1979, 
but the value of U.S. fac-
tory production has more 
than doubled (in constant 
dollars). It is only jobs that 
are being destroyed, not 
wealth.

It is not a disaster for 
a rich society to reach 
a point where the same 
goods are being produced 
and the same services are 
being provided, but most 
people no longer have to 
work 40 or 50 hours a week 
(in jobs that most of them 
hate). Or rather, it’s not 
a disaster unless having 
no work means having no 

money or self-respect.
The main political task 

for the next generation 
(post-Trump) in the devel-
oped countries will be to 
ensure that those without 
work have an income they 
can live on, and don’t lose 
their self-respect. Other 
ways will doubtless be 
suggested, but one way of 
achieving this that is al-
ready getting attention is 
a Universal Basic Income 
(UBI).

The UBI would provide 
everybody with enough 
to live on. Since every-
body got it, there would 
be no stigma involved in 
living on it. And 53 per 
cent of today’s jobs will 
still be there in 2033, so 
those who really wanted 
to work could top up their 
UBI with earned income. 
There would still be mil-
lionaires. 

The first national refer-
endum on UBI was held 
in Switzerland last June. 
It was a radical new idea, 
so of course it was over-
whelmingly rejected. But 
this idea will not go away, 
and there will be more like 
it. The rich countries can 
stay rich and stable if they 
understand the nature of 
the task – but the develop-
ing countries may face a 
grim future.

No UBI for them – they 
are not rich enough, not 
even China. But automa-
tion is eating into their 
newly gained industrial 
jobs too. A recent Ci-
tibank report estimated 
that 77 per cent of Chi-
nese jobs are at risk from 
automation, and in India 
there is talk of “prema-
ture deindustrialization” 
(i.e. industrial jobs in In-
dia may be peaking right 
now, and will then go into 
decline).

That would not just 
mean continuing poverty 
for many, but huge politi-
cal turmoil – populist revo-
lutions and super-Trumps. 
The future (including the 
near future) will be quite 
interesting. 

Canada’s 100 highest paid CEOs have set a new record: their total 
compensation in 2015 hit a new high at $9.5 million, on average. 
They earned the average annual wage ($49,510) by 11:47 a.m. on 
Jan. 3. The average earnings of Canada’s corporate top 100 
increased by 178% between 1998 and 2015.

 » Ontario PC environment critic Lisa Thompson’s take on the Wynne Liberals’ 
senseless cap-and-trade program that came into effect Jan. 1, raising the cost of 
transportation and home heating

“A new year for many of us means new opportunities to achieve 
our goals or get a fresh start. For the Wynne Liberals, it means new 
opportunities to dip into Ontarians’ pockets. Under cap-and-trade, 
the Wynne Liberals are expected to take almost $9 billion dollars to 
cover Liberal pet projects and whatever scandal they may dream up 
next, while doing next to nothing to reduce emissions here in 
Ontario.”

 » From the Jan. 6, 2007 edition of The Observer

A low-key robbery at the Elmira branch of the Royal Bank saw a 
lone male suspect quickly leave with a small quantity of cash. The 
suspect entered the bank at 6 Church St. W. about 1 p.m. Dec. 30. He 
said nothing to the teller, handing her a note requesting money. No 
weapon was seen, and nobody at the bank was harmed.

Without some system to 
share the fruits of the econ-
omy, things start to fall 
apart. First the economy, 
then the social order. 

Another question for 
governments now in the 
pockets of the corporate 
interests – those 1%ers 
again – who is going to 
pay the taxes when the 
financial burden makes it 
impossible to make a living 
wage while a person tries 
to string together a series 
of low-paying, temporary 
and casual opportunities 

KANNON: We’re most likely to 
be disappointed again in 2017
FROM | 9 to work? The fanciful gig 

economy leaves people 
impoverished and no cohe-
sive tax system.

Governments don’t care 
about the average citizen, 
but they do care about 
their own entitlements, 
the vast majority of which 
come from raiding our 
wallets, not through the 
largesse of those who buy 
off the politicians. The 
desire for change elected 
Trump and fomented large 
shifts in Europe and be-
yond in 2016. Seeing where 
that leads is what we’ll be 
watching for in 2017.

EDITOR@WOOLWICHOBSERVER.COM

YOUR 2017 RESOLUTION: 

WRITE A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR C

It’s all about securing a playoff 
position for Jacks right now
With just eight games left in the 
season, Wellesley has its eyes on 
second-place spot in the division

WHITNEY NEILSON

GALEA |  13

OPEN
COUNTRY

A poor 
rationale 
for treking 
on thin ice

LOOK, I LIKE ICE fishing as 
much as the next guy, but 
the same does not apply 
to dog-paddling in frigid 
water. And that’s why I 
haven’t been out on the ice 
around here yet.

Believe it or not, there 
are guys out there right 
now, fishing on the lakes 
here in central Ontario. In 
spite of the fact that local 
anglers who have lived 
here all their lives refuse to 
venture out yet. 

In the old days, we used 
to refer to people like this 
as “nuts.” Now, we call 
them keen anglers.

Of course, for them it 
might not seem as dan-
gerous as it does to the 
rest of us. But only if they 
weigh somewhere around 
40 pounds and have size 
18 feet – in which case it 
might not be so risky to 
step out on the less than 
two inches of good ice 
many of those anglers are 
reporting. 

I don’t fit that descrip-
tion, so I’ll wait. It takes at 
least four inches of good 
solid ice before I even con-
sider walking out – and 
even then I let the biggest 
guy in the group go first.

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

THE WELLESLEY APPLE-
JACKS ARE hoping to 
maintain their third-place 
position or move up to sec-
ond with only eight games 
left in the regular season.

“We’re six points behind 
Paris and we’re one point 
up on New Hamburg for 
third. I think our goal all 
year was to finish second or 
third and right now we’re 
in third. We’re still gunning 
for second, but we definite-
ly want to stay in third,” 
said head coach Brad Ger-
ber heading into the final 
month before playoffs.

The Jacks came out hard 
in their last home game of 
2016, trouncing the Paris 
Mounties 9-1. Wellesley put 
back five goals in the first 
20 minutes, while Paris was 
unable to put anything past 
Jacks goalie Ryan Hergott.

Jacks goals came from 
Alex Uttley, Brett Hartin, 
Mario Alyas, Colt Jaime 
and Nick Mercier. Shaun 
Pickering (2), Jordan 
Hoekstra, Uttley, Brenden 
Goran, Cal Jefferies, Sean 
McEwan and Hartin picked 
up assists.

Just 19 seconds into the 
second period Pickering 
scored, assisted by Hoek-
stra and Uttley to increase 
Wellesley’s lead.

Paris managed their lone 
goal at the 11 minute mark 

Plenty of snow allows for opening of trails, but rain puts a damper on things right away; winter’s back at week’s end

SNOW | 12

A mixed bag for snowmobilers as season gets going
WHITNEY NEILSON

THE SNOWMOBILING SEA-
SON OFFICIALLY kicked 
off last weekend in St. 
Clements with plenty of 
snow leading to open trails 
for eager riders. But this 
week’s rain and mild condi-
tions meant trails had to 
be closed just as quickly as 
they opened.

Jim Muir, St. Clements 

Snowmobile Club’s trail 
patrol organizer, remains 
optimistic about a strong 
season going forward into 
January and February.

And really, anything 
would be better than last 
year.

“Last season was not re-
ally a good year for us with 
the weather we had. The 
season before was phenom-
enal. I don’t remember a 

weekend we were closed 
that year,” Muir said.

The club relies on local 
landowners who permit 
the club to operate trails on 
their properties – largely 
farmland – during the win-
ter. Those who ignore the 
“trail closed” sign run the 
risk of damaging the field 
and having the club lose 
that portion of the trail.

“We have to be very re-

spectful of the landowners 
that allow us to go across 
their property. In order to 
be respectful to the land-
owners to prevent damage 
to their fields, we have 
to make sure that there’s 
enough snow that we can 
actually run on the trails,” 
Muir said.

Temperatures are ex-
pected to dip back down 
to minus-10 to minus-14 in 

Wellesley over the weekend 
but there’s no forecast of 
snow until Monday, so rid-
ers may be waiting awhile 
to get on the trails again.

“We are hoping that get-
ting into January when 
we get into some colder 
months and into February 
we start seeing some snow 
and we start getting some 
nice snowstorms and then 
we can actually get out and 

ride,” Muir said.
All of the trails in south-

ern Ontario are closed now 
because of the mild weath-
er, but Muir notes some 
riders will travel outside 
of the area to ride, it just 
depends on how far they’re 
willing to drive. 

“You have trail access 
all the way up from here to 

on a successful shot from 
Alexander Polillo. Blake 
Culley and Mitchell Harvey 
assisted.

The Jacks finished off 
the second frame 7-1 with 
a power play goal from 
Nathan Schlupp (Uttley, 
Pickering). 

They didn’t hold off in 
the final frame as Goran 
(Alyas, Brady Gerber) and 
Gerber (Goran, Alyas) put 
their own shots in Paris’ 
net to earn a resounding 
victory.

“It was actually a con-
vincing victory over a team 
ahead of us, which we were 
very pleased with. It was 
just one of those nights 
where everything kind of 
bounced our way. I guess 
a lot of it’s got to do with 
we outworked them, we 
did a lot of things that we 
talk about and we actually 
finally got results. We were 
quite pleased,” Gerber said.

Unfortunately Wellesley 
couldn’t keep that mo-
mentum going in Norwich 
on Dec. 30. They kept the 
game tied in the first 40 
minutes but in the final pe-
riod Norwich skated away 
with the 5-2 win.

Norwich’s Ray Munro 
scored first assisted by 
Brandon Velda. Schlupp 
quickly tied the game up 
40 seconds later, helped 
by McEwan and Jefferies. 
Wellesley took the lead in 

Ryan Hergott keeps his eye on the puck in the Wellesley Applejacks’ 9-1 win over the Paris Mounties on Dec. 23. The Jacks are back home this 
Friday for an 8 p.m. game against the Burford Bulldogs. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

the second on a goal from 
Hoekstra (Pickering, Lucas 
Spence). But the Mounties 
tied the game on a power 
play goal from Derek Slaght 
(Munro, Velda) a minute 
later.

Wellesley couldn’t get 
the right bounces in the 
third period and Velda 
(Slaght), Brett Parsons 
(Blake Pow, Tyler Gubesch) 
and Troy Lamoure (Velda) 
got the puck past Ryan 
Porter to hand the Jacks 

the loss.
“Down in Norwich for 

two periods we were in 
that game. It was 2-2 after 
the second period, but at 
the same time I thought 
we were being outworked 
all night long. Norwich is a 
very tough team to play, es-
pecially in their own arena. 
They’re big, they’re physi-
cal, they work hard and we 
were fortunate to still be in 
that game after two periods 
I thought,” Gerber said.

He commends Ryan Por-
ter for his work in the net 
that game.

The team is back to full 
strength now as players are 
finished with their suspen-
sions and assistant captain 
Sean McEwan has healed 
from his injury.

“It’s really nice to have 
Sean back. He’s a big part 
of our team. He’s a big 
leader, so it’s good to have 

JACKS |  12
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him for the last month of 
the season,” Gerber said.

The Jacks are home this 
weekend for an 8 p.m. 
game on Friday night 
against the Burford Bull-
dogs.

The Applejacks will be 
well represented this Sat-
urday at the PJHL-Doherty 
Prospects and All-Star 
games in New Hamburg. 
Greg Huber, Shaun Picker-
ing, Mario Alyas and Tyson 
Bender will play on one 
of the prospects teams for 
players born in 1998, 1999 
and 2000. Ryan Porter, 
Nick Mercier and Alex 
Uttley will play on the all-
star team which will play 
against an alumni team 
made up of former New 
Hamburg Firebirds players. 
The Applejacks coaching 
staff will be coaching the 
all-star team. 

The all-star game begins 
at 4:30 p.m. and the pros-
pects game gets going at 7 
p.m. 

JACKS: Team 
sending a good 
contingent to 
this weekend’s 
prospects and 
all-star game
FROM | 11

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS ended 2016 on a low 
note, but are looking to 
get back into the swing of 
things in the final stretch of 
the regular season. 

The Kings fell to the 
Brampton Bombers on Dec. 
23 by a score of 3-2. 

Head coach Ty Canal 
says the team had its 
chances, but Bombers goal-
ie Brendon Landry stopped 
53 shots in 60 minutes.

“He played well and he 
stopped some very close 
chances, for sure, but we 
also didn’t generate enough 
offensively,” said Canal. 
“And defensively, it didn’t 
go the way we wanted to 
either.”

The Kings spent too 
much time in their own 
end.

“When you are chasing 
the d-zone, you can’t gener-
ate a lot, and unfortunately, 
we didn’t,” said Canal. 

The team did well on the 
penalty kill, however. The 
Bombers had six power 
plays and were only able to 

Christmas break over, Kings gear 
up for the last leg of the season
Tight game losing to Brampton to end 2016, team is all about fi nishing strong

LIZ BEVAN capitalize on one. 
“Whenever you have 

penalties, you lose some 
momentum and you lose 
that type of drive and in-
tensity when you are on 
your heels on the penalty 
kill, but you know, they 
did well with that, skated 
well, blocked some shots, 
Mazzocato played well in 
net. Obviously, the penalty 
kill is not strong if your 
goalie isn’t there for you. 
That is one positive thing 
you can take out of it,” he 
said. 

Elmira’s two goals were 
scored in the opening 
frame, the first coming 
from Ethan Skinner from 
Tyler McBay and Josh 
Slegers. The second was 
less than two minutes later 
from Jacob Black, assisted 
by Klayton Hoelscher and 
Dawson Shackelton. From 
Brampton, Masson Sarris, 
Mathew Pigat and Rico 
Rossi scored on Kings goal-
ie Tyler Mazzocato.

Canal says now that it’s 
2017, it is a matter of new 
year, new beginnings. The 
team faces off against the 

Waterloo Siskins and the 
Guelph Hurricanes, both at 
home, this weekend. The 
Kings are sitting in second 
place in the Midwestern 
Conference behind Lis-
towel, but are in a good 
spot with two games in 
hand. The idea is to gather 
up four more points this 
weekend. 

“I think the more impor-
tant thing is that we need 
to get back to playing a full 
60 minutes of hockey. I 
don’t think we have been 
there in a while, so when 
you can play a full game, it 
shows on the scoreboard, 
and this weekend should 
be nice, hopefully we can 
pull off some wins in that 
stretch,” said Canal.

With two-thirds of the 
regular season behind 
them, Canal says it is all 
about thinking in terms of 
playoffs. 

“I think it is going to 
come down to the d-zone 
for sure. We either have to 
limit the number of shots, 
or the amount of time that 
the other team is in our 
zone. From there, we hope-

fully will be increasing the 
number of odd-man rush-
es, and secondly decrease 
the scoring chances that 
we are giving up and with 
the hockey games that are 
left, that will be key for us,” 
he said. “In the playoffs, 
that is the kind of game 
that you expect to see so we 
have to make sure to ramp 
that up and make sure our 
tempo is going well in the 
defensive zone.”

It isn’t just the Sugar 
Kings that will be stepping 
up their game in the new 
year. 

“It is a fresh start. It is a 
new year, and this is where 
teams seem to get better, 
the compete level increases 
and we get closer to play-
offs. We have to make sure 
that we answer everything 
and play up to the speed 
that we want to play,” he 
said. 

The Kings host the Wa-
terloo Siskins at 7:30 p.m. 
on Jan. 7 and the Guelph 
Hurricanes at 7 p.m. on 
Jan. 8. Both games are at 
the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre. 

Conestoga Lake, you can go 
up Stratford way, there’s all 
kinds of trail access there,” 
Muir said.

And when conditions 
allow, the trails in St. Cle-
ments see plenty of traffic. 
Muir jokes it’s like driving 
on the 401.

To check the condition of 
trails near you visit www.
ofsc.on.ca. If the trail is 
green you’re free to ride on 
it, if it’s yellow there may 
be some rough patches and 
if it’s red you can’t ride on 
it. Muir says the group is 
reminding riders to stay off 
the trails when they’re red 
on the map.

The St. Clements Snow-
mobile Club hosts their in-
famous wing night the first 
Friday of the month from 
October to March at their 
Herrgott Road clubhouse, 
which is popular among 
riders and non-riders alike.

“It’s a very well known 
spot in the snowmobiling 
community. We were nomi-
nated a year or so ago for 
one of the best snowmobile 

SNOW: A 
good base is 
key to keeping 
trails open
FROM | 11
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Of course, I understand 
why these guys do it. There 
are some good reasons to 
get out early: the fish bite 
well, the ice is easy to drill 
through, there is no one 
else around and you just 
got your first credit card 
bill after Christmas.

Call me crazy, but the 
way I see it is this: winter is 
long. It’s going to get cold-

er, ice is going to get thick-
er and safer – probably 
soon too. In the meantime, 
I’ll find something safer to 
do – like lion taming.

I’m fairly cautious when 
it comes to ice fishing. This 
seems fairly obvious to me. 
After all fishing is only one 
component of the sport. Ice 
is the other. You can have no 
fish and still have fun, but just 
try to have fun with no ice.

For a lot of young or in-
experienced anglers, the 
hardest part of this period 
of winter is the pressure 
they receive from anglers 
who think nothing of walk-
ing on thin ice.

It’s not unusual for those 
fools to question your brav-
ery or tease you about being 
a wimp for not joining them 
for a day of ice fishing and 
crapping your pants every 

time the ice cracks.
They’ll tempt you by say-

ing they had no problems. 
They’ll brag about the fish 
they caught. They make it 
sound like they are more 
knowledgeable anglers 
than you are. 

But the very worst of it 
is when they pull out their 
cell phones and start show-
ing you photos of fish they 
have landed in the last 

couple of days. This more 
than anything is what lures 
other anglers out to unsafe 
conditions. 

Here are a few useful 
pointers that should help 
you resist. First, look at 
the fellow and determine 
his weight. If a beanpole 
looks fat compared to 
him; don’t go. Then, if 
you have known him for a 
while, try to recall all the 

decisions he’s made that 
you know about. If one of 
them involved the use of a 
shark cage or the testing of 
a homemade bulletproof 
vest, don’t go.

Lastly, if they ask you flat 
out to venture on ice that 
is less than safe in any way, 
ask this: “Are you a keen 
angler?”

If the answer is yes, don’t 
go.

GALEA: Best to avoid temptation, peer pressure and keeners if safety issues are important to you
FROM | 11

ELMIRA
INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

THURSDAY, JANUARY 12
@ 10:00am - 11:30am

Bauman Machine & Tool (First & Industrial Dr.)

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21
@ 12:30pm - 3:00pm

Bauman Machine & Tool (First & Industrial Dr.)

$35$40
20LB BOX20LB BOX

www.indianriverdirect.com

Florida 
Seedless 
Navel Oranges

Florida 
Ruby Red 
Grapefruit

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Tyke: SELECT
Dec. 21 vs Brampton
Home: 10  Visitor: 1
Goals: Zack Forwell (7), 
Lucas Frey, Zach Wiseman, 
Cameron Fisher
Assists: Mason Gear 
(2), Lucas Frey, Nolan 
Martin, Liam Straus, Zach 
Wiseman, Cruz Balog, Matt 
Kotchut, Colton Brito

Novice: MAJOR A
Dec. 20 vs Erin Hillsburgh
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Tristan Hill

Novice: MAJOR A
Dec. 22 vs Centre 
Wellington
Home: 2  Visitor: 1

THE SCORE

Goals: Sutton Meier, 
Spencer Hume
Assists: Carter Weir, Tristan 
Hill, Avery Collingwood, 
MacIvor Zettel

Novice: LL #2
Dec. 30 vs Tavistock
Home: 2  Visitor: 7
Goals: Luke Forbes (2)

Novice: LL #3
Dec. 19 vs Hespeler
Home: 1  Visitor: 5
Goals: Wyatt Swijters
Assists: Josh Wraight, 
Colton Sinclair

Atom: MAJOR A
Dec. 19 vs Brampton
Home: 7  Visitor: 0
Goals: Nathan Martin (2), 
Pacey Camm, Liam Wood, 
Stuart Sinclair, Ian Leech, 

Kane Kruschat
Assists: Stuart Sinclair, 
Pacey Camm, Ian Leech (2), 
Andrew Chumley, Mitchell 
Walker, Michael Gear
Shutouts: Justin Strohoff

Atom: MAJOR AE
Dec. 14 vs Centre 
Wellington
Home: 7  Visitor: 0
Goals: Hunter Brown (2), 
Seth Shantz (2), Jamie 
Ferretti, Carter Snider, Josh 
Uhrig
Assists: Owen Weber (2), 
Preston Hackert, Keegan 
Martin (2), Cale Waechter 
(2)
Shutouts: Jake Wingrove, 
Ethan Gilbert

Atom: MAJOR AE
Dec. 18 vs Guelph

Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Preston Hackert, 
Hunter Brown
Assists: Seth Shantz, Josh 
Uhrig, Cale Waechter

Atom: MAJOR AE
Dec. 22 vs New Hamburg
Home: 7  Visitor: 3
Goals: Owen Weber, 
Hunter Brown (2), Preston 
Hackert (2), Tyson Roth, 
Josh Uhrig
Assists: Josh Uhrig (2), Cale 
Waechter (3), Owen Weber 
(2), Jamie Ferretti, Hunter 
Brown

Atom: MINOR A
Dec. 20 vs Kitchener
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Josh Carson

Atom: MINOR A
Dec. 22 vs Burlington

Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals:Owen Weppler, 
Danny Schaefer
Assists: Danny Schaefer, 
Brandon Fishman, Connor 
Goebel

Bantam: MINOR A
Dec. 21 vs Dundas
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Tyler Martin, Cole 
Slade, Cameron Leonard, 
Carter Servais
Assists: Owen Lee (2), 
Nate Snyder (2), Cameron 
Leonard, Kyler Austin, Tyler 
Martin, Gavin Roemer
Shutouts: Brett Strohoff

Bantam: LL #1
Dec. 21 vs St. George
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Danny Soehner

Midget: LL #1
Dec. 17 vs New Hamburg
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Kyle Deyell, Mike 
Devries, Ryan Diemert, Nick 
Campagnolo
Assists: Ryan Diemert, 
Tyler Horst
Shutouts: Ryan Martin

Midget: LL #2
Dec. 16 vs Beverly #1
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Sullivan Keen
Assists: Ben Weigel, Matt 
Dunn

TOURNEY

Novice: MAJOR A
Hespeler Olympic 
Tournament
Hespeler Dec. 27-29
Game 1 vs West London

Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Spencer Hume, 
Adam Bloch
Assists: Adam Lavigne
Dec. 27 vs Glanbrook
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Sutton Meier, 
Tristan Hill
Assists: Carter Weir, Wade 
McKenzie, Alex Veitch
Dec. 28 vs Hespeler
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Dec. 29 vs Hespeler
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Spencer Hume, 
Adam Lavigne
Assists: Mitchell Krasovec, 
Adam Lavigne, Spencer 
Hume, Alex Veitch

Bantam: MINOR A
Richard Bell Memorial 
Tournament
Oakville Dec. 27-29
Game 1 vs Oakville
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Cole Slade (2), 
Owen Lee
Assists: Michael Hayes (2), 
Easton Gowing (2), Gavin 
Roemer, Kyler Austin
Dec. 27 vs Ancaster

Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Cameron Leonard, 
Michael Hayes
Assists: A.J Mitchell, Cole 
Slade, Carter Servais, Kyle 
Mulder

ELMIRA 
JR SUGAR 
KINGS

Midget: A
Jan. 2 vs Brampton
Home: 8  Visitor: 2
Goals: Cole Altman (2), 
Mitch Waters (3), Jordan 
Gamble (3)
Assists: Cameron Brown 
(2), Keegan Saunders, 
Jordan Gamble, Evan 
Gowing (2), Earl Schwartz 
(2), Noah Zeller, Mitch 
Waters, Ryan Shantz, Riley 
Runstedler

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Bantam: BB
Dec. 20 vs Waterloo
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Alana Bauman

TOURNEY

Atom: LL
Kitchener Tournament
Kitchener Dec. 27-30
Game 1 vs Waterloo
Home: 0  Visitor: 1
Dec. 29 vs Guelph
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Kayleigh Futher, 
Bella Roth
Assists: Hailey Mueller, 
Emily Martin, Ally Crane, 
Nora Beatty
Shutouts: Sam Weber
Dec. 29 vs Stratford
Home: 0  Visitor: 1
Intermediate: LL
Jason Cripps Tournament
Kitchener Dec. 27-30
Game 1 vs Kitchener
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Amy Martin (3), 
Michelle Wang
Shutouts: Autumn 
Campbell
Dec. 27 vs Grand River #2
Home: 2  Visitor: 5
Goals: Chloe Futher, Isla 
McCoubrey
Assists: Kara Grant, 
Madison Klaehn

clubs in the province and 
we were in a snowmobiler 
magazine. They recognized 
our wing night, so some-
body was out at the wing 
night and saw what went 
on,” Muir explained.

He’s been snowmobil-
ing for around 15 years and 
says in that time the club 
has always had a steady 
group of riders and a 
healthy volunteer base.

“We thrive on our volun-
teers. A lot of people love 
to volunteer there. The 
thing that I notice about 
it is it’s a very warm and 
welcoming group of people 
too. They make you feel at 
home. When you walk into 
the clubhouse you almost 
don’t want to leave.”

TRAILS: 
Group has a 
steady group 
of volunteers
FROM | 12

INTERMEDIATE SQUAD TAKES TOURNEY GOLD

The Woolwich Wild intermediates won gold with a 4-1-0 record at the KMHA Jason Cripps Tournament Dec. 27-30. Front row: Autumn 
Campbell, Corinne Roesnick, Michelle Bauman, Jill Sebben. Back row: Brooke Mulder, Destiny Berberich, Emily Hildebrand, Michelle Wang, 
Jaycee Kaufman, Amy Martin, Maddie Wang. Absent: Mercedes Battler. [SUBMITTED]
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES / SETTING UP SHOP

For young professional, there’s 
no place like home to speak of

IF YOU WANT TO learn more 
about where your food 
comes from, 2017 could be a 
banner year.

Two significant com-
munications initiatives 
have been unveiled in the 
past few days that will 
bring farming in Ontario 
and beyond to your phone 
or laptop – with great con-
sistency, every week of the 
year. 

The first is Strathroy-
area dairy farmer Andrew 
Campbell’s 52-farms-in-52-
weeks project. Even at the 
relatively young age of 31, 
Campbell already has a su-
perb track record of bring-
ing the farm to the e-world. 
He’s developed into one of 
the brightest lights in On-
tario agriculture, and is a 
popular public speaker. 

This year, he’ll combine 
his visits to various locales 
for speaking gigs with op-
portunities to meet farmers 
of all types, and assemble 
short videos about their 
work.

Campbell has a lot of 
credibility. Many people 
connected to agriculture 
through electronic media 
know him for his year-long 
2015 e-project, #farm365, 
where he posted a photo or 

New farm 
info efforts
working
to counter 
fake news

ROBERTS | 15

Rachel McKee returns to Elmira to set up her practice as a speech-language pathologist

SPEECH | 15

Elmira’s only speech-language pathologist, Rachel McKee, has set up shop in the Clock Tower Wellness Centre, offering therapy for a wide range of communicative issues. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

RETURNING TO HER 
HOMETOWN was always 
part of the plan for Elmi-
ra’s first speech-language 
pathologist.

Rachel McKee has 
achieved her dream of run-
ning a private practice in 
opening Clearway Speech 
in the Clock Tower Well-
ness Centre on Arthur 
Street.

“Speech language ther-
apy is a lot more than just 
speech language therapy. 
You’re essentially helping 
people communicate and 
connect with other people 
and also connect with their 
entire world,” McKee said.

She decided to enter the 
world of speech language 
therapy while completing 
her undergraduate degree. 
She took a career test that 
listed careers lining up 
with her personality and 
it was in the top ten. After 
that she decided to look 
into the profession and 
job-shadowed a woman 
working in the field. 

“I was really inspired by 
seeing a speech therapist 
really help people. This 
particular client was the 
first one I observed. He 
was in a car accident and 
it was just amazing seeing 
how she could offer him 
hope through her speech 
therapy, even though he 
went through something 
really catastrophic,” McK-
ee explained.

She worked in Toronto 
for a few years to get some 

experience in the field 
before opening her own 
practice. She’s worked with 
clients of all ages and with 
a range of communication 
levels, including people 
who have Parkinson’s 
disease, fetal alcohol syn-
drome, Down syndrome, 
and autism.

“Part of the problem 
or the misconception of 
speech therapy is that 
there isn’t a need or that 
we only help with articula-
tion, just helping get the 
‘er’ sound or the ‘th’ sound 
or stuttering,” McKee said.

Those who have suffered 
a concussion or a stroke 
can find a use for speech 
therapy. Concussions can 
impact a person’s writing 
and strokes are the leading 
cause of adult disability in 
Canada. 

“There’s a lot of people 
that have strokes and a lot 
of people don’t realize that 
their swallowing abilities 
are impacted, it’s the same 
muscles that are involved. 
Or just anything to do with 
communication, so their 
ability to follow conversa-
tion or find words to say 

or read or write would be 
impacted,” McKee said.

Speech therapy can 
also help people who’ve 
misused their voice, such 
as teachers who lose their 
voice after years of strain-
ing it. She’s also worked 
with transgender people to 
modify their voices. Even 
some children with learn-
ing disorders go to speech 
therapists to receive help 
with their reading and 
writing.

She can help with ac-
cent modification as well, 
which is a growing area 

with more immigrants 
coming to the area.

For McKee, speech 
therapy was the perfect fit 
because she’s able to help, 
counsel and teach people.

“You’re doing that ev-
ery day in speech therapy 
so that’s pretty amazing. 
Speech language therapy is 
really complex in there’s a 
lot of different things that 
are involved, it’s not just 
articulation or just stutter-
ing. I like the complexity 
as well,” McKee said.

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca 1080 Northfield Dr. E., RR2 West Montrose

519-206-0336 | koebelhcm.com

• Residential and Commercial
• Furnaces, Fireplaces, Water Heaters
   Indoor Air Quality and More

Evening & Weekend Appointments | 24hr Emergency Service

BOOK YOUR HEATING MAINTENANCE TODAY!

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

519-669-1079
Joseph Gingrich

1296 Balsam Grove, RR#2
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

DELIVERY OR PICKUPDELIVERY OR PICKUP

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

WHITNEY NEILSON
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story daily about his own 
farm – the birth of a calf, 
planting a field, harvesting, 
etc. 

Although the topics were 
ordinary farm activities, 
they reflected what people 
outside of agriculture 
wanted to know – which is, 
what’s it like where my food 
comes from? 

During #farm365, Camp-
bell was cyber-bullied by 
animal activists who didn’t 
like his profile or his mod-
ern farming practices. But 
he emerged stronger for it, 

and has since been identi-
fied by the farming sector 
as a champion for agricul-
tural communications. Now 
he’s taking his commitment 
to explaining agriculture on 
the road.

The other initiative is 
from Grain Farmers of On-
tario, who are embarking on 
a similar sounding public 
outreach campaign called 
52 Weeks of Your Farm-
ers. Like Campbell, they’ll 
highlight a different farmer 
every week on their Good In 
Every Grain website.

Their intent is to help 

close the gap in under-
standing between the non-
farming public and farmers. 
They’ve dealt with difficult 
issues over the past few 
years – particularly, their 
role in sustaining pollina-
tors – and want to get their 
perspective out there.

“Much of the urban 
population has limited ac-
cess to farming – we want 
to give everyone a chance 
to know farmers and feel 
comfortable reaching out 
to farmers when they have 
questions about how grains 
are grown, harvested, and 

used,” says Meghan Burke, 
communications manager 
for the Guelph-based orga-
nization. 

Such efforts contribute 
to the overall effort by 
legitimate news sources – 
farmers and commodity 
groups, among them – to 
counter fake news. It’s been 
around since the Internet 
began, but hit a crescendo 
during the U.S. presidential 
election and the so-called 
“post-truth” phenom-
enon, illustrated by then-
candidate Donald Trump’s 
willingness to make things 

up and spit them out like 
they’re facts.

But the matter is much 
bigger than Trump. Our 
move towards Internet-
based news and informa-
tion has narrowed the 
scope of what we receive 
– because we can be so 
precise in what we pick and 
choose.

You’d think our choices 
would have widened with 
world wide web access. And 
in fact they did. But along 
with more contrary views, 
we also gained access to 
more similar views. Most 

of us naturally gravitate 
towards those we agree 
with, and towards those 
who agree with us. But that 
can reduce our exposure 
to other points of view that 
could challenge whatever 
wisdom is put before us. 
And that makes it easier for 
fake news to proliferate.

Fake news is countered 
with evidence. In agricul-
ture, on-farm stories featur-
ing interviews with farmers 
help provide that evidence. 
Watch for more than 100 of 
them coming your way in 
2017.

ROBERTS: With the Internet, the issue of fake news is older and bigger than Donald Trump
FROM | 14

Monday, January 9, 2017

Full colour photo of your 
little one published in the  
January 12, 2017 edition.

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2016 Email photos & caption information to: 

ads@woolwichobserver.com

Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  Town
Parents Names

+hst
$40

Deadline for
submission & payment

LAST CHANCE! BOOK NOW!

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

C
R

O
S

S
W

O
R

D
 P

U
Z

Z
L
E

R

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

S
U

D
O

K
U

 C
H

A
L
L
E

N
G

E

She has lots of room 
for new clients and notes 
most medical plans cover 
speech language therapy. 
Since it’s a private prac-
tice there’s virtually no 
wait time. She’s had local 
clients from across Wool-
wich, but also ones from 
Waterloo who didn’t want 
to wait to see a speech-
language pathologist in 
the city.

In general, she’ll start 
with a new client by doing 
an assessment and then 
she’ll create goals with 
them. From there, they’ll 

create a therapy plan and 
work each session on that, 
modifying as they go.

She’s encouraged by the 
results she’s seen.

“When you’re working 
with kids for instance and 
parents are in the room 
with you and the child 
says something for the 
first time or they combine 
words for the first time, 
we’re all just cheering be-
cause they haven’t seen it 
before,” McKee said.

And you’re never too old 
to start.

“Sometimes we’ll have 
clients come in who are 
in their fifties and they’re 

doing therapy for the first 
time. It’s just remarkable,” 
McKee said.

She encourages people 
to give her a call even if 
they just have questions 
about what she can help 
them with.

“Before I even did a lot 
of advertising for it people 
were calling me up – and I 
didn’t even know how they 
had my number – because 
they need it, they need 
these services and we don’t 
all want to drive to other 
cities for it and we don’t 
need to. There’s lots of ru-
ral areas around here that 
need this help.”

SPEECH: Looking to make a difference in lives
FROM | 14

Your resolution to keep informed is easy.
Read The Observer in print and online. Follow us on Twitter and like us on Facebook.
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

A Glee-ful experience with symphony
Young Wellesley singer 
among KW Glee members 
getting ready for Centre in 
The Square shows Jan. 17-18

WHITNEY NEILSON

KITCHENER’S CENTRE IN 
THE Square is welcoming 
in the new year with a col-
laboration of instrumental 
and vocal musicality.

KW Glee is perform-
ing two shows later this 
month along with the K-W 
Symphony. This isn’t the 
first time they’ve come to-
gether, and it’s clearly well 
received because tickets for 
both performances are go-
ing fast.

The vocal group is made 
of young singers from 
across the region, includ-
ing Woolwich and Welles-
ley townships. Wellesley 
resident and Grade 10 
student Nikki Metzger 
has been part of the group 
since 2014.

“If you love to sing and 
dance and just love being 
on stage it’s a great oppor-
tunity to just do what you 
love,” Metzger said.

They’ll be performing 
songs by artists such as 

Queen, Michael Jackson, 
Adele, and Michael Bublé. 
She says typically they 
learn all new songs for each 
of their shows, including 
choreography.

KW Glee is put together 
by producer Steve Lehm-
ann, artistic director 
Amanda Kind, vocal direc-
tor Simon Tse, vocal as-
sistant Tristan Pilcher and 
choreographers Christine 
Watson, Sarah Willett and 
Amy Sproule.

The group won the Show 
Choir Canada National 
Championship in 2015.

The symphony will be 
conducted by Trevor Wa-
gler. Metzger’s looking 
forward to performing with 
the symphony again. 

“It’s a really cool expe-
rience to perform with a 
huge symphony and it’s 
a big honour to have the 
symphony play songs for 
us.”

Metzger is no stranger 
to the stage, having per-
formed in Wellesley Idol 

for many years, including 
finishing in third place last 
year and earning the title 
of fan favourite.

Before joining the glee 
club, she went to a show to 
see what it was all about.

“I really enjoyed it and 
I’m like, well I love singing 
and dancing, so I really 
wanted to try it. I’ve loved 
it ever since I’ve been it.”

She says learning all 
the choreography and the 
songs takes a long time to 
learn and is pretty chal-
lenging, but it’s worth it to 
see the final product.

She’s also been able to 
learn how to use her voice 
better through her two 
years with the group.

“They tell us different 
ways and tricks to use for 
your voice and what’s good 
for your voice and what’s 
bad for it, just different 
techniques to make your 
voice better. It’s really 
helped me improve.”

And the friends she’s 
made in the process have 

become more like family. 
She encourages anyone 
who’s interested in the 
group to give it a shot. Au-
ditions for KW Glee’s next 
term are Jan. 21. Anyone 
age 9-13 are welcome to au-
dition for the juniors or 14-
19 year olds for the seniors.

“It’s a lot of variety of 
different songs. It’s just a 
really fun show to watch 
and enjoy.”

If you can’t catch these 
performances you can also 
see KW Glee at the Univer-
sity of Waterloo’s Humani-
ties Theatre on May 5-6.

KW Glee takes the stage at Centre in the Square for two nights later this month, performing pop music from Michael Jackson to Adele, 
alongside the K-W Symphony. Nikki Metzger, second from the left, is one of the singers from Wellesley.  [SUBMITTED]

KW Glee performs live 
with the K-W Symphony at 
the Centre In The Square 
on Jan. 17 and 18 at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $36 and 
are available online at 
www.kwsymphony.ca or by 
calling 519-745-4711 or 888-
745-4717.

CLEANING HOUSE SALE
O w n  a  P i e c e  o f  “ T h e  D o g ”  

SATURDAY, JANUARY 7   9am-3pm

MONDAY, JANUARY 9       2pm-5pm

341 Marsland Dr, Waterloo  N2J 3Z2

Beautiful Christmas Decor:
Trees, wreaths, ornaments, garland, lights, 
mechanical figurines.

Furniture:
Leather couches, bar stools, dining chairs, coffee
and end tables, patio furniture and heaters, office
furniture and supplies, 9’ oak pool tables, freezer.

Banquet / Community Centre (large quantity):
Stackable black padded + chrome chair, heavy duty 
folding 8’ tables, dishes, cutlery, glassware, vases, 
candles, baskets, staff lockers, boardroom table.
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
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HELP WANTED

100% 
LOCAL

HELP WANTED

34 Drayton Industrial Dr., Drayton, ON N0G 1P0

Leading Wood Products Distribution Company Hiring
 Team-Oriented Individual for

AZ DRIVER
Job Description:

• Drive tractor and 53’ curtain-side trailer with forklift 
to deliver quality wood products to woodworking 
businesses in southern Ontario

• Multiple drops per day; home every evening

Qualifications:
• Be able to represent a reputable company in a 

professional manner 
• Be able to work Monday to Friday
• AZ driving experience required
• Forklift driving experience would be an asset
“Our mission is to glorify God while providing quality 
wood products and services to the Ontario market.”
Interested individuals may contact Don:

   Email:  dond@craftsmenhardwoods.com 
   Phone: 519-638-3380
   Fax:  519-638-3105
   Drop in: 34 Drayton Industrial Dr. Drayton, ON

AUCTIONS

Apply in person with resumé to
39 Arthur St. S., Elmira ON

Full & Part Time

SERVERS
needed immediately

HELP WANTED

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
We are currently looking to �ll an Of�ce 
Administrator position. This position is a 
Full-Time placement. We offer a competitive 
compensation package which includes 
competitive wages that will be based on 
experience, knowledge and skills. As well as 
Bene�ts after 3 months and a Pension Plan 
after 1 year employment. 
Qualifications:
 • Fluent in QuickBooks software
 • Excellent computer skills (Microsoft Office)
 • 1 – 3 years’ office experience
 • A College Degree in Office Management or 

Administration 
 • Organized with the ability to take initiative and 

to prioritize workload
 • Attention to detail and ability to multi-task
 • Shall be able to work independently 
We thank all applicants, however only those 
qualifying for an interview will be contacted.

Please send resume including 
work related references to 
lizz@proactiveindustrial.ca

AUCTIONEERS:
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of 

Restored Farmall “A”, many toy farm 
tractors & machinery, 1/64 scale tractor 
trailers, farm related signs, coin banks, 

tools, plus other interesting memorabilia, 
to be held at the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south of Wellesley,  

for Raymond and Norma Ruby, Tavistock, 
and additions, on

SATURDAY, JAN. 14TH @ 10:00 A.M.

HIGHLIGHTS - Restored Farmall “A”, 
painted, good rubber, wheel weights, good 
running order. “A” sells at 12:00 noon. Over 
500 toys! Lots of tractors (all colours). Local 
tractor trailers. Literature. An interesting 
collection! Also a few tools to sell at 9:45am 
prior to toys. See www.auctionsfind.com/
gerber for photos & complete catalogue. 
Terms – Cash, debit or cheque with I.D. 10% 
buyer’s premium.

AUCTIONS

SAT. JAN 21 at 10:00 AM - 
Auction sale of approx 300 
toys including farm toys; 
machinery; banks; Schnei-
der collectables; and other 
collectables to be held at 
the St. Jacob’s Commu-
nity Centre in St. Jacob’s for 
Michael Detzler of Waterloo 
and Glen Sippel of Milverton 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 www.
jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

WED. JAN 25 at 10:00 
AM - Clearing auction sale 
of furniture; antiques; 
collectables; household 
effects; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacob’s Community Centre 
in St. Jacob’s for a Kitchener 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM 
SERVICES

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

FARM 
SERVICES

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice salt 
comes in 20 & 40kg’s, Ice 
melt comes in 20kg bags. 
Call George Haffner Truck-
ing, 519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD 
SERVING you for over 10 
years. Your #1 source of 
quality slabwood and body-
wood. Delivery available. 
519-656-2057.

WORK WANTED

MALE WITH TRANSPORTA-
TION looking for general 
labour position. Call Rob 
519-807-2684.

FOR SALE

1998 POLARIS SNOWMOBILE - 
Indy 500 Classic. Electric start, 
heaters, reverse, like new. 
$1650. Call Ron 519-669-4566.

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. 519-635-
8737.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, 
collectibles, primitives, guns 
and other interesting items, 
to be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, for 
a Waterloo family & addi-
tions, on Saturday January 
7th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Restored 
Farmall “A”, many toy farm 
tractors & machinery, 1/64 
scale tractor trailers, farm 
related signs, coin banks, 
tools, plus other interesting 
memorabilia, to be held at 
the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley, for Raymond 
and Norma Ruby, Tavistock, 
and additions, on Saturday, 
January 14th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451. 

REAL ESTATE – PRIVATE SALE

AUCTIONS

DOUBLE RING MULTIPLE Estate 
and Consignment Auction 
of Furniture, Appliances, 
Antiques, shop tools, chain 
saws and farm support items. 
Sale to held at #7213 Line 86 
Wallenstein, approx. 6 km west 
of Elmira. Saturday, January 
7 10:00 a.m. Gerald Bowman 
Auctions, 519-638-5708.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, 
collectibles and miscella-
neous items, to be held at 
the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles South 
of Wellesley, on Saturday, 
January 21st @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451. REACH OUR AUDIENCE IN PRINT AND ONLINE WITH AN AD.

RENTAL

225 HARVARD PLACE One 
bedroom condo, new 
flooring, easy expressway 
access. Walk to plaza. $1095/
mth inclusive. 519-272-0042.
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH? CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME MARKET EVALUATION.

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4
519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,

519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.caWOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Health & Happiness in 2017!
Bonnie

Brubacher
BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

We donate a portion of our 
commission from every house sale to 
the Woolwich Community Services

Health & Happiness in 2
Bonnie

Health & Happiness in 2
Bonnie

Health & Happiness in 2
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Health & Happiness in 2

Shanna

commission from every house sale to commission from every house sale to 
the Woolwich Community Services

Health & Happiness in 2

Paradigm (Elmira) 
Homes - CALL TODAY 
TO RESERVE YOUR 
UNIT on future 
executive town home 
developments Coming 
soon, Block of 5 and 
Block of 4, bungalow & 
bungalow-loft plans. 
EXCLUSIVE.

SOUTHWOOD ESTATES EXECUTIVE TOWN HOMES YOUR OWN OASIS 
CLOSE TO THE CITY 
$849,900 FLORADALE This 
private 5.24 acre wooded 
setting is a real hidden gem. 
Many executive and unique 
features throughout. 
Extensively renovated main 
floor including a gourmet 
chefs kitchen, building in Electrolux Appliance, oversized island, granite counter tops. 
Separate dining room and living room with fieldstone fireplace. Main floor master bedroom 
complete with sitting area, lavish ensuite, two way fireplace and walk-in. Basement access 
to a press house/wine cellar through an underground bricked arch walkway. Walkout to a 
private patio overlooking the grounds. Detached triple car garage/workshop. MLS.

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

List Now While Inventory is Low! 
OPEN HOUSE Saturday, January 7, 1-3pm

7 James Court, Heidelberg
Mount Forest - 
This 35 acre 
property features a 
mix of bush & wet 
areas. Great building 
site for future hobby 
farm, dream home, 
or perfect retreat 
location. MLS.

$198,000$198,000$198,000Elmira - Beautiful 
large maple trees 
line the yard on this 
quiet corner lot. 
Updates-furnace, 
water softener, 
reverse osmosis, 
garage door, 
windows & granite 
counter top. MLS.

$389,000$389,000$389,000$389,000
Heidelberg -  Minutes 
from KW, set on a large 
lot in a welcoming 
crescent, this home has 
a fully fenced large back 
yard.  Updates include 
roof, sump pump, and 
septic system! Make this 
your dream home! MLS.

$499,000$499,000$499,000$499,000

$439,900$439,900$439,900$439,900$439,900

Drayton – Yet to be built bungalow. Pick your finishes & colors 
throughout the house. MLS.

Elmira - Choose your finishes in this 2 bedroom semi-detached 
bungalow. MLS.

$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900$421,900 $468,900$468,900$468,900Drayton – Yet 
to be built 
Foxwood-model 
2-storey. 2076 
sqft. Will build 
to suit. MLS.

Updates-furnace, 
water softener, 
reverse osmosis, 
garage door, 
windows & granite 
counter top. MLS.

$389,000$389,000$389,000$389,000$389,000$389,000

SOLD
NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

FREE Market Evaluation

$325,000 NEW LISTING, LINWOOD! Great starter home offers 3 bedrooms, 
renovated bathroom, large family room with fireplace, eat-in kitchen, walk-up from 
basement, large lot. Steps to Linwood Public School. MLS. Call Bert to view.

NEW
LISTING!

Serving the community for 25 years!
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A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998Since 1998

For digging through frozen ground! 
• Trenching
• Excavating
• Back fill compaction plate
• Laneway sanding available

INTRODUCING OUR PIC BUCKET

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE BREAKING
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

MUSIC-LOVER GIFT ALERT!

MORE INFO | 519.669.0541
EMAIL: vinylp2cd@gmail.com

MUSIC TRANSFERS FROM LPs, 
45s, 78s, CASSETTES TO CD

Your favourite albums get a whole new life 
on CD after we clean up

the clicks, pops and surface noise.

GOSPEL

COUNTRY 60’s / 70’s

ROCK
HIGH

SCHOOL
BANDS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!

S
PA

C
E

F
O

R
 R

E
N

T

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com
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OBITUARY OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

THANK YOU

FAMILY ALBUM

Doll, Willi
Passed away peacefully at St. Mary’s 
General Hospital on Saturday, Decem-
ber 24, 2016, at the age of 89 years. 
Willi Doll, of Elmira, was the beloved 
husband of Olga (Kausch) Doll for 
65 years. Dear father of Peter (Lea) of 
Fergus, and Wilfred (Julie) of Elmira. 
Loved Opa of Angela (Robert), Carrie, 
and two great-grandchildren Tru and 
Ruby. Lovingly remembered by family 
in Germany and USA. Predeceased by 
his brother Hans (Margot) of Germany. 
Willi was an avid outdoorsman, loved 
walking, camping and gardening. He 
was an intricate carver and enjoyed 
making birdhouses. Visitation was 
held on Friday, December 30, 2016 
from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
A funeral service took place on Satur-
day, December 31, 2016 at 11 a.m. in the 
funeral home chapel with a reception 
following. Interment was in Elmira 
Union Cemetery. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to Canadian 
Cancer Society would be appreciated. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Gingrich, Matilda (nee Weber)
Peacefully passed into the presence of 
the Lord on Saturday, December 24, 
2016 at Innisfree House, Kitchener, at 
the age of 96 years. Matilda, of Elmira, 
was the beloved wife of the late Ivan 
Gingrich (1999). Loving mother and 
mother-in-law of Florence and Darrell 
Jantzi, Pauline and Allen Martin, Cliff 
and Yvonne, all of Elmira, Carol and 
Dalton Jantzi of Toronto, Bonnie and 
the late Jim (2004) of Waterloo, the 
late Larry (1994), and Darlene and Eric 
Frede of Conestogo. Lovingly remem-
bered by her 13 grandchildren and 
20 great-grandchildren. Dear sister 
of Maryann and Edgar Martin, Anna 
Martin, and sister-in-law of Mary 
Weber, all of Elmira, and Delphine 
Weber of Kitchener. Predeceased by 
her parents Emanuel and Annie (Frey) 
Weber, stepfather Henry Bowman, 
a grandson, a great-granddaughter, 
brothers Irvin (Lydia), Clarence and 
Cleason Weber, sisters Barbara (Amsey 
Martin and Manassa Weber), Han-
nah (Moses) Martin, brother-in-law 
Emerson Martin, and stepsisters Mary 
(Amon) Martin and Elvina (Edwin) 
Lichty. Visitation took place on Fri-
day, December 30, 2016 from 2-5 and 
6-8 p.m. at Woodside Bible Fellow-
ship, 200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. 
Interment was held in Hawkesville 
Cemetery on Saturday, December 31, 
2016 at 10 a.m. followed by a memorial 
service to celebrate Matilda’s life at 11 
a.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship. In 
Matilda’s memory, donations to Rising 
Above, My People International or the 
Heart and Stroke Foundation would 
be appreciated as expressions of sym-
pathy. Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Doreen
It is with deep sadness that we an-
nounce her passing on Thursday, De-
cember 22, 2016, at the age of 76 years. 
As we mourn our loss, we also rejoice 
that her battle with leukemia is over 
and she is reunited with her loved ones 
that have gone before her. Survived 
by her beloved husband, Floyd, for 
over 58 years. Dear mother of Sharon 
(Mark) Bauman of St. Jacobs, Susan 
(Bruce) Brubacher of Elmira, and Mar-
ilyn (Paul) Leis of Elmwood. Lovingly 
remembered by her grandchildren: 
Dave (Crystal) Bauman, Michael (Alli) 
Bauman, Josh (Trin) Brubacher, Janna 
(Mark) Brubacher Greco, Brandon (Ch-
antelle) Leis, and Kristin Leis; and her 
great-grandchildren: Grayson, Geor-
gia, Patrick, Sage, Nicholas, and Mat-
thew. Loved sister of Dianne (Glenn) 
Steinacker, Dr. Ray (Marion) Martin, 
Sandra (Harold) Martin, and Karen 
(Ross) Huehn. Doreen is predeceased 
by her parents Emil and Minerva (Gin-
grich) Martin, and siblings Ronald and 
Mary who died in infancy. Doreen’s 
light shone brightly and will be car-
ried in all of us who had the privilege 
to feel her love and affection. Special 
thank you to the Grand River Regional 
Cancer Centre, CCAC, Dr. Tam, and 
nurses Jane and Heather for the 
excellent care given to Doreen. Memo-
rial visitation was held on Wednesday, 
December 28, 2016 from 2-4 and 7-9 
p.m. at St. Jacobs Mennonite Church. 
Family interment took place prior to 
the memorial service which was held 
at 2 p.m. on Thursday, December 29, 
2016 at St. Jacobs Mennonite Church. 
In lieu of flowers, expressions of sym-
pathy can be made to Grand River 
Regional Cancer Centre or Mennonite 
Central Committee.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Mary
Passed away peacefully at her resi-
dence, RR 2, Wallenstein, on Saturday, 
December 31, 2016, at the age of 97 
years. Mary (Wideman) Martin was 
the beloved wife of the late Angus 
Martin (1999). Dear mother of Lorene 
and Cleon Martin of Wallenstein, Ver-
non and Anna of Elmira, Murray and 
Lucinda of RR 2, Wallenstein, Delton 
of Elmira, and Florence Martin of 
Floradale. Grandmother of 25 grand-
children and 95 great-grandchildren. 
Survived by her brother Ephriam (the 
late Ruth) Wideman, sisters Erma (the 
late Milton) Martin and Wilma (the 
late Alvin) Martin, son-in-law Nathan 
Showalter, and brother-in-law Milton 
(Susannah) Bauman. Predeceased by 
twin sons in infancy, daughter Clara 
Showalter, four grandchildren, three 
great-grandchildren, parents Elias 
and Lydiann (Martin) Wideman, 
seven brothers, and two sisters. Visi-
tation took place on Monday, January 
2, 2017 from 6-8 p.m. and Tuesday, 
January 3, 2017 from 2-5 p.m. at the 
home of Murray Martin, 6686 Road 
18, RR 2, Wallenstein. A family service 
was held at the home on Wednesday, 
January 4, 2017 at 9 a.m. then to 
Olivet Mennonite Meeting House for 
interment and public service.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Nelson B.
Passed away at his home on Wednes-
day, December 28, 2016, at the age of 84 
years. Husband of the late Lucinda (Li-
chty) Martin. Father of Nancy (David) 
Bauman, Maryann (Nelson) Martin, all 
of RR 3, Wallenstein, Amanda (Sidney) 
Hoover of RR 1, Wallenstein, George 
(Naomi) Martin of RR 2, Wallenstein, 
Allen (Melinda) Martin, Henry (Leah) 
Martin, Edwin (Esther) Martin, Paul 
(Lucinda) Martin, all of Dundalk, and 
Lena and Irwin Martin of Flesherton. 
Brother of Elizabeth (Eli) Sherk, Josiah 
(Angeline) Martin, Daniel (Sarah) 
Martin, Simon (Nancy) Martin, all of 
Gorrie, Lucinda (Ivan) Bowman of RR 
1, Linwood, and Adeline (Noah) Martin 
of RR 1, St. Clements. Grandfather of 
many grandchildren and great-grand-
children. Predeceased by his parents 
Elam and Susie (Bauman) Martin, 
sisters Elvina and Annie Martin, and 
daughter-in-law Lena (Bauman) Mar-
tin. Interment and funeral service took  
place at Martin Mennonite Meeting 
House, RR 3, Wallenstein. Arrange-
ments entrusted to the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Weber, Abner
Passed away at the Hamilton General 
Hospital as a result of an auto accident 
on Thursday, December 22, 2016, at the 
age of 86 years. Abner Weber, of RR 1, 
Wallenstein, was the beloved husband 
of Elizabeth (Steckle) Weber. Loved fa-
ther of Ruth (Nathan) Yutzy, Raymond 
(Anna), Kenneth (Mary), Karen (Am-
sey) Brubacher, Arnold (Elizabeth), 
Doris Stewart, and Marvin (Sharon). 
Loved grandfather of 40 grandchildren 
and 52 great-grandchildren. Prede-
ceased by his great-grandchild Angela 
Weber, parents Ezra and Lydia Ann 
(Bowman) Weber, and sisters Mary 
Ann (in infancy), Sarah Weber and 
Selina (Jacob) Wiens. Abner was born, 
raised and lived at the farm on Line 
86 for his entire life. He was a charter 
member of Countryside Mennonite 
Fellowship. Visitation was held on 
Monday, December 26, 2016 from 2-9 
p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A funeral ser-
vice took place on Tuesday, December 
27, 2016 at 1:30 p.m. at Countryside 
Mennonite Fellowship, 3745 Herrgott 
Rd., Hawkesville. Interment followed 
at Hillside Cemetery. As expressions of 
sympathy, donations to Christian Aid 
Ministries would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Thank You

Your hugs, well wishes, cards, 
gifts & flowers were greatly ap-

preciated and cherished. 
Those who donated food to the 

“Food Bank” are thanked for 
their kind generosity.

Special Thanks to my family, 
who travelled from B.C. & those 

who also worked behind the 
scenes to make it all possible. 

Theresa Cassel

To all of my family & friends 
who joined me for my  

80th birthday open house

Erma Albrecht

A special person, a special face,
Someone I loved and cannot replace

Never selfish always kind
These are the memories my wife left behind

Though her smile is gone forever
her hand I cannot touch

I still have many memories  
of the one I loved so much.

Her memories are my keepsake 
With which I’ll never part

God has her in His keeping
I will always have her in my heart!

who passed away 1 year ago Jan 4, 2016

In memory of 

Sadly missed by your husband Bill

Erma Albrecht
For your love and understanding, your 

sympathy and care, for all the things we 
took for granted, for always being there, 

Thank You and Bless you, MOM.

Who passed away Jan. 4, 2016 

Brian & Sandi, Bruce & Ramona, 
Dennis & Marlene, Dave & Sharon, 

Roy & Lorraine

Harris, Grace 
Remembering you is easy,

We do it everyday.
Its just the pain of losing you,

That never goes away!

January 3, 2015

Love Scott, Heidi, Libby and Kenzie
XOXO...

DEADLINE 
FOR FAMILY 
ALBUM IS 

WEDNESDAYS 
BY 5PM
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LIVING HERE
ACADEMICS / ARTISTIC SUPPORT

I WAS GOING TO write 
about how a frigid Cana-
dian January calls for hot 
and hearty soups, but as 
I sit here there is a steady 
rain falling on the snow! 
Oh well. This will not stop 
me from making a pot of 
soup.

One of my favourite 
soups is Split Pea with 
Ham. It requires some 
planning, but is worth 
the effort. When I cook a 
ham I save the broth; if 
I don’t want to make the 
soup right then I freeze 
the broth. Now a word of 
caution about ham broth. 
Before you start this soup, 
check the saltiness of the 
broth. If it is very salty, 
dilute it with water so your 
finished product will be 
edible!

When I make a pot of 
soup, I freeze some in small 
containers for a quick, 
nutritious meal. But noth-
ing beats a bowl of soup 
scooped out of the pot and 
served with lots of crusty 
bread. And did I mention 
that lentils are really good 
for you?

Winter is 
the perfect 
time for 
deliciously 
hearty 
soups

CHEF’S TABLE | 23

LIZ BEVAN

MADELINE WEBER HAS 
TAKEN her love of piano 
and turned it into a full-
time passion. With future 
plans to become a career 
musician, she is well on her 
way with the Abner Martin 
Music Scholarship from the 
Menno Singers at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo. 

The singers have been 
performing since 1955, 
singing choral music. The 
scholarship is named for 
the group’s founder, Abner 
Martin.

Weber says she plans to 
use the $4,000 scholarship 
towards her tuition at the 
Schulich School of Music at 
McGill University. 

She may be living in 
Montreal now, but she 
got her start in Woolwich 
Township. She started tick-
ling the ivories at the St. 
Jacobs Mennonite Church, 
playing the piano for the 
choirs and congregation.

She can’t remember a 
time when playing the 
piano wasn’t a priority.

“Ever since I can re-
member, music has always 
been a large part of my life. 
Whether I am practicing, 
performing or collaborat-
ing with other musicians, 
I love all aspects of music. 
This includes all the chal-
lenges and beauties that 
music and piano bring to 
my life,” she shared. 

Weber credits her com-
munity, and of course, 
hours of practice seated at 
the piano. 

Pianist Madeline Weber is currently studying at McGill University’s Schulich School of Music

“I have received great 
support and congratula-
tions especially from my 
family and church family 
at St. Jacobs Mennonite 

Church,” she said. “They 
are the ones who I owe a 
great deal to my develop-
ment as a pianist. Their 
encouragement and love 

has been simply remark-
able over the past years 
since I’ve become avidly 
involved. I cannot thank 
them enough.”

Since 1981, the scholar-
ship has been awarded to a 
full-time music student, in 
a graduate or undergradu-
ate program, and is affili-
ated with a congregation in 
Mennonite Church Eastern 
Canada. 

“I felt overjoyed and truly 
honoured to receive this 
scholarship. Having been a 
member and piano accom-
panist at St. Jacobs Menno-
nite Church for a long time, 
it was quite special to be rec-
ognized by the Mennonite 
community,” said Weber.

As for the future? Weber 
plans to finish her under-
graduate degree and from 
there, keep playing the 
piano. Next, she wants to 
complete her master’s de-
gree in music.

“Throughout that time 
and afterwards, I hope to 
continue establishing my-
self as a musician, reaching 
out to the communities in 
Montreal and Kitchener-
Waterloo area through 
many different musical 
involvements, including 
performances and private 
teaching. I would love the 
opportunity to travel and 
share my musical talent 
across Canada and with 
larger prospects, across 
the world. With whatever 
opportunities await in the 
future, I have every inten-
tion to put my full heart 
into all of them.”

For more information 
about the Menno Singers or 
the Abner Martin Scholar-
ship, visit www.mennos-
ingers.com.

Hailing from St. Jacobs, Madeline Weber is the 2016-2017 winner of the Abner Martin Music Scholarship. She has been playing piano for 
years, and plans to use the scholarship to continue her studies in Montreal.  [SUBMITTED]

Scholarship helps local woman 
pursue her passion for music

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DONNA GINGRICH

RECIPE
NOTES

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net

Start the 
New Year with 

SAVINGS!
Visit our website at www.leroysautocare.net 

and fill out our online survey to get  
$10 off your next visit! – Ken N

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

JANUARY 5

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP. JOIN this informal 
group of caregivers who are acquainted with the 
struggles you experience. We meet at the Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs, 
the first Thursday of the month from 10-11 a.m. For 
more info, call Julie at 519-664-3794, ext. 229.

JANUARY 10

DIABETES CONNECTION! IS A support group for 
individuals diagnosed with diabetes or pre-diabetes 
and their support people. Have your diabetes 
questions answered by a healthcare professional, 
build confidence in managing your diabetes, get 
food and exercise ideas, increase your knowledge of 
diabetes as well as learn about ways to maintain or 
improve your health. Drop in on the second Tuesday 
of every month, 6-7 p.m. at Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs.

JANUARY 12

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and seniors has 
guest speaker Kathleen Barsoum, waste co-ordinator, 
waste management division, Region of Waterloo, 
lecturing on changes in trash, as changes in waste 
management are coming very soon to residents of 
Waterloo Region. Please join us, 10 a.m. at the Maryhill 
Community Centre, 58 St. Charles St. E., Maryhill. 
Admission is $2. Enjoy tea or coffee and a snack.

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us for 
a light lunch at the Breslau Community Centre. Cost $6. 
Call 519-664-1900 or 1-855-664-1900 by Jan. 10 to sign up.

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend Connecting to God Through Art - Meghan 
Mechler, Devotional: Roland Mechler, A New Song: 
Bruce Ogram. Starts at 10:30 a.m. at Woodside Bible 
Fellowship. Suggested donation $7 includes a hot 
lunch at noon.

JANUARY 17

AMONG FRIENDS SUPPORT GROUP – This new 
informal support group is offered by Woolwich 
Community Health Centre for women who have 
experienced the death of their partner. Support 
and friendship will be developed over coffee, tea 
and dessert. We will be meeting at Crossroads 
Restaurant, 384 Arthur St., Elmira every third Tuesday 
of the month, 10–11:30 a.m. For more information 
please call Julie at 519-664-3794, ext. 229.

JANUARY 28

JOIN US FOR A spaghetti dinner and salad bar at the 
Legion, 11 First St. E., Elmira. Two sittings: 5 p.m. and 7 
p.m. Tickets purchased in advance at the Legion. Adults 
$10, 5-10 yrs $4, under 5 $2. Call 519-669-2932.

FEBRUARY 4

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY LIONS CLUB is hosting the 
annual Trivia Challenge, Lions Hall, Elmira, 7 p.m. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. A fun evening of trivia and 
competition. Teams of eight will compete against 
other teams for the title of Trivia Master. Cash prizes 
for top three teams. Snacks, cash bar, fun challenging 
trivia and some surprises. You must sign up in 
advance. Must be 19 yrs of age or older. For more info 
email Carol at wclctrivia@gmail.com. 

FEBRUARY 9

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend Comedy Juggling - John Park, Devotional: 
Darcy Dueck, Piano: Christy Hoffman. Starts at 10:30 
a.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested 
donation $7 includes hot meal at noon.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and 
seniors has guest speaker Sheila Forler Bauman, 
physiotherapist from Woolwich Physiotherapy 
lecturing on Heroes and Role Models in Rio, 2016. 
Please join us, 10 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre, 58 St. Charles St. E., Maryhill. Admission is $2. 
Enjoy tea or coffee and a delicious snack.

MARCH 9

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend “Is It Alzheimer’s?”: Nancy Martin RPN & 
Lindsay Wilson, educators. Devotional: Paster Ron 
Seabrooke, Music: Alee Wiens. Starts at 10:30 a.m. at 
Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested donation $7 
includes hot meal at noon.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and seniors 
has guest speaker Jim Rodger, co-ordinator of the 
Prime Ministers Statues and Educational Resources 
Advisory Committee. Lecture topic - The Prime 
Ministers Home is our Castle. Please join us, 10 a.m. 
at the Maryhill Community Centre, 58 St. Charles St. 
E., Maryhill. Admission is $2. Enjoy tea or coffee and 
a delicious snack.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Jesus on The Blessed Life

Sunday, January 8th

9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

The King’s
 Speech
The King’s
 Speech

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Relate to the 
Community

Sunday, Jan. 8th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Circle of Grace 
Introduction

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

21 Arthur St. N., Box 25, Elmira
519-669-5560 • www.trinityunitedelmira.ca

 TRINITY UNITED CHURCH

Love, Learn & Live by Christ’s Teachings

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8
11:00 AM Christmas Pageant

Welcome Rev. Sue Campbell
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ACROSS
1. Chasers
5. Bloodsucker
10. Boko ____
15. Automatic
16. Eurasian freshwater fishes
17. New York’s Carnegie ___
18. Astonished like a dentist’s 
patient
20. Beauty parlour
21. Go to and fro
22. 1973 Supreme Court decision 
name
23. Spread out into branches
25. Nonkosher
28. Myanmar currency
30. Pilot’s announcement, for 
short
31. Dangerous buildings
35. Expiates
37. Cellular stuff
38. Fond du ___
39. The prince in “The Prince and 
the Pauper”
42. First part of the Bible
45. “Beowulf,” for one

48. “Yeah, ___!”
49. Chilled
50. Saudi neighbor
52. Wretched state
53. Volcanic island of Indonesia
54. “Not on ___!”
56. Like some decrees
57. Word before large
58. Half a score
60. Page
61. European tongue
62. “Trick” joint
DOWN
1. Backing
2. “My bad”
3. Brood
4. Kind of seat
5. Romanian currency
6. Bag
7. Canyon effect
8. Place for a dimple
9. “If only ___ listened ...”
11. Economist Smith
12. Leans (on)
13. High up

14. Quorum for Jewish worship
16. Fro’s mate
19. ____ Beach, SC
20. Debaucher
23. African capital
24. 60’s hairdo
26. Big times
27. Break down
29. It’s a bore
32. Inwards
33. Radar antenna housings
34. Big rig
36. Tomato blight
40. Clobber
41. Light-coloured dry sherry
43. College payment
44. “___ calls?”
46. Bit of butter
47. Cloak-and-dagger org.
50. Hunky-dory
51. Comedian Carvey
55. Heron relative
59. Facilitate
60. Albanian coin

Changes in the foods we eat are something to raise a stink about ... or lower it

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 
or email donna.atasteofnostal-
gia@gmail.com.

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

» SEE PAGE 15 FOR 
PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. When it comes to 
farts, why are bodybuild-
ers prone to particularly 
smelly ones? And what 
foods are thought to make 
farts smell better?
A. According to Chu Yao 
and her colleagues in Mel-
bourne, Australia, foods that 
generate a lot of hydrogen 
sulphide gas (think rotten 
eggs) include meat, dairy 
and other types of protein, 
reports “New Scientist” 
magazine. Thus, “body-
builders who consume 
lots of protein powder are 
known to have smelly farts.”

But the team also discov-
ered that “resistant starch, 

found in potatoes, bananas, 
legumes and cereals, and 
fructans, which are found 
in wheat, artichokes and 
asparagus, reduced hy-
drogen sulphide by about 
75%.” Such findings call into 
question the old notion that 
those with stinky gas should 
eat less fiber.
Q. Thinking of the 
world’s bridges, the Gold-
en Gate and the Brooklyn 
Bridge may come to mind. 
But have you ever heard of 
the Thulean Route or the 
Beringia Bridge?
A. These “land bridges” are 
among “the most important 
bridges on Earth yet have 
nothing to do with engi-
neers and masons,” says 
Gemma Tarlach in “Dis-
cover” magazine. Through 
the ages, they have made 
it possible for animals and 

plants to reach new territo-
ries. The volcanic Thulean 
plateau arose around 56 
million years ago and made 
up the Thulean Route, or 
the North American Land 
Bridge (NALB), stretch-
ing from Greenland to the 
British Isles and connecting 
North America with Eur-
asia. (Remnants are still vis-
ible on the seafloor today.) 
According to a 2013 study, 
the NALB allowed hickory, 
native to northeastern 
North America, to spread to 
Europe and Asia. 

As for Beringia, the land 
bridge connecting Siberia 
and North America, recent 
genetic studies have con-
firmed the first humans 
to arrive in the Americas 
traveled via this one. It was 
probably “at its greatest size 
20,000 years ago, when sea 

levels were 400 feet lower 
than they are today. Within 
9,000 years of its peak, 
however, the last dry bits of 
Beringia slipped beneath 
the waves.” Interestingly, it 
has “appeared periodically 
for the past 70 million years 
during times of extensive 
glaciation.” So Beringia may 
rise again!
Q. What was the famous 
“lift off” that trans-
formed the face of Chi-
cago? And not just its face 
but its underbelly as well.
A. The city was founded 
in 1833 on the coast of Lake 
Michigan and within the 
Mississippi River watershed, 
which helped spark its early 
growth, says Dan Lewis in 
his book “Now I Know.” 
Chicago went from 200 in-
habitants in 1833 to 112,000 
by 1860. But since the city 

was barely above the level 
of Lake Michigan, it flooded 
when it rained, and without 
a municipal sewage system, 
water just collected and sat 
and brewed diseases. “In 
1854, a cholera outbreak 
killed as much as six percent 
of the city’s population. 
Fixing the problem though 
presented another problem 
— how do you build sewers 
where the buildings already 
exist. The solution: raise the 
buildings.”

But how? The city had to 
elevate four- and five-story 
buildings (and more) a few 
feet so they could install 
new foundations and con-
struct a municipal sewage 
system. “In January, 1858, 
the first building — a four-
story brick structure weigh-
ing 750 tons — was placed 
on 250 jackscrews and suc-

cessfully lifted more than 
six feet above its original 
height without damaging 
it.”

Within 10 years, much of 
central Chicago was simi-
larly lifted and the sewage 
system was built. Low-lying 
sidewalks and roads were 
also raised. “Most impres-
sive, perhaps, was the lifting 
of a row of buildings 320 feet 
long (nearly 100 meters) on 
Lake Street — accomplished 
by roughly 600 men over 
the course of five days.” 
Overall, an amazing under-
taking, with few reports of 
damage.

In a large pot, measure 
ham broth, onion, celery, 
carrots, split peas, cumin 
and oregano.

Bring to a boil, then sim-

Split Pea 
with Ham 
Soup
6 cups ham broth
1 cup chopped onion
1 cup chopped celery
1 cup chopped carrots
2 cups dry split peas
1/4 tsp. cumin
1 tsp. oregano
1-2 cups chopped ham
Freshly grated black pepper
Salt to taste

CHEF’S TABLE: A soup with some substance
FROM | 21 mer for about 1-1/4 hours or 

until split peas are tender.
Add chopped ham any-

time during the cooking 
time. (If you boil the ham 
too long it will be in shreds, 
not that it matters)

When split peas are ten-
der, add freshly ground 
pepper and taste the soup 
to see if salt is needed.

Serves 6 or 7 people.

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK



24 | BACK PAGE THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, 2017

. C O M

WON’T LAST LONG!

13” X 13”
CERAMIC TILE

77¢
REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

WON’T LAST LONG!

KRONOSWISS
LAMINATE

77¢
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

WON’T LAST LONG!

SOLID
BAMBOO

$177
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

FROM

FROM

/SQ FT /SQ FT /SQ FT

FROM

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER! 2017 DOOR

 CRASHER! 2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

---3 DAYS ONLY!--- FRIDAY JANUARY 6  9-9 
SATURDAY JANUARY 7  9-6

SUNDAY JANUARY 8 11-5
3DAYS
ONLY!

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M
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FROM

97¢
/ SQ FT

BERBER CARPET
REG 3.99

FROM 97¢
/ SQ FT

FRIEZE CARPET
REG 3.99

97¢
FROM

/ SQ FT

2X4 BACKSPLASH
REG 2.99

$117
FROM

/ SQ FT

18X18 PORCELAIN TILE
REG 3.99

FROM

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

made in 
CANADA

made in 
CANADA

FROM

$137
/ SQ FT

12MM LAMINATE
REG 2.99

FROM

$197
/ SQ FT

15MM LAMINATE
REG 3.99

+3MM PAD 
ATTACHED
 & RANDOM 
LENGTHS

$297
FROM

/ SQ FT

   ¾” SOLID HICKORY
REG 6.99

$297
FROM

/ SQ FT

   ¾” SOLID MAPLE
REG 5.99

HAND
SCRAPED  

CLICK 
ENGINEERED

HAND
SCRAPED  

CLICK 
ENGINEERED

FROM

made in 
CANADA

made in 
CANADA

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

$157
/ SQ FT

4MM CLICK VINYL
REG 3.99

FROM

$2997
each

36” STAIR TREADS
REG 49.99

SOLID 
OAK

100%
WATER
PROOF

FROM

2017 DOOR

 CRASHER! 2017 DOOR

 CRASHER!

Township of Wellesley

Public Notice

Township of Wellesley • 4639 Lobsinger Line, R.R. #1, St. Clements ON, N0B 2M0 • 519-699-4611

Sealed Tenders, clearly marked as to contents, will be received by the 
owner, until 10:30 a.m. local time, on:

Friday, January20, 2017
for the following:

2017 G.V.W. DIESEL TANDEM SNOW PLOW/SANDER
CONTRACT NO. 2017-01

2017 GRAVEL RESURFACING CONTRACT
CONTRACT NO. 2017-02

2017 ASPHALT PAVING CONTRACT
CONTRACT NO. 2017-03

STRUCTURE 2026 REPLACEMENT SCHUMMER LINE
CONTRACT No. 2017-04

Tender forms and specifications for all contracts may be obtained 
electronically from the Township’s website at www.wellesley.ca after 10:00 
a.m. on Friday, January 6, 2017.

Madison St., W. Monkton, ON • 519-347-9999

Look! It’s back
Country style buffet

friday, january 13

Look! It’s back

DINNER BUFFET: 4PM-8:00PM
Adults: $17.75  Seniors (65+) $13.75

Children (5-12) $8.50  Children (Under 5) $3.50

saturday, january 14

DINNER BUFFET: 4PM-8:00PM
Adults: $17.75  Seniors (65+) $13.75

Children (5-12) $8.50  Children (Under 5) $3.50

all you
can eat!
all you
can eat!

HOT BUFFET, SOUP & SALAD, HOT ENTREES & DESSERT

LUNCH BUFFET: 11AM-3:30PM
Adults: $16.75  Seniors (65+) $13.75

Children (5-12) $8.50  Children (Under 5) $3.50

TO
RESERVE

CALL:

The campground is cur-
rently closed for the winter, 
leaving most of the trailers 
empty for months at a time, 
something of a fortunate 
circumstance, Haffer noted.  

“I understand that there 
are certain trailers there 
where people live year-
round, but the 14 that we 
have found to be damaged 
were all unoccupied, and 
even the one that was on 
fire, and the two that were 
damaged beside it, were all 
unoccupied as well. That is 
a good thing, but it is still 
a bad way to end the year, 
and start the new year,” he 
said. 

He says the police are 
looking to the public for 
a helping hand in solving 
the case around the break-
ins, the vandalism, and the 
fire, which completely de-
stroyed a trailer.

“We are just asking 
anyone with information, 
or who may know who is 
involved in this, to call po-
lice,” he said, adding that 
properties with part-time 
residents could be a bigger 
target for criminals. “It is 
one of those things where 
people need to take the nec-
essary measure to protect 
their property, but it’s just 
unfortunate. If they have 
someone in the area that 
can check on the property, 
especially if it is a vacation 
property, that would be ide-
al. It is one of those things, 
though. You don’t want to 
secure it like Fort Knox, 
because you still want to be 
able to enjoy your property. 
You can board up all the 
windows and you can put a 
concrete wall around it, but 

that isn’t realistic.”
Anyone with informa-

tion on the fire or the dam-
age done to the other 14 
trailers, can call the WRPS 

non-emergency line at 
(519) 653-7700 in Kitchener, 
Waterloo and Cambridge.  
For all other areas dial (519) 
570-3000.

FIRE: No one injured in spree at campground
FROM | COVER

The destroyed trailer was among a group of unoccupied units struck by vandals now sought 
by Waterloo Regional Police detectives. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]


