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Landscape Lighting

NEW SUMMER HOURS
Mon, Tues, Wed 9am-5pm

Thurs, Fri 9am-6pm
Sat 9am-5pm | Sun 11am-4pm

1661 New Jerusalem Rd. Elmira

519.664.0404
www.stjacobscountrygardens.com

50% OFF FREE
ANNUALS* 

JUST ADD COLOUR!

ONSITE WATER 
TESTING FOR 
YOUR POND!

(*Excludes House Plants) Fish safety and pond
plant life is our

top priority!
HUGE SELECTION OF PERENNIALS

COMING IN REGULARLY!

Federal ag. minister makes $2-million beef 
sector announcement, praises farmers’ market

Federal Agriculture Minister Lawrence MacAulay (right) toured the St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market July 6 after announcing $2 million in support for beef farming research. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

A SKUNK TESTED POSITIVE for ra-
bies near the Wallenstein area last 
week, on the eve of the province’s ra-
bies vaccine bait dropping program.

The skunk was found in the same 
area where a fox tested positive for 
rabies in May.

Brenda Miller, manager of health 
protection and investigation with 
the Region of Waterloo Public Health 
unit, said the skunk, which was shot 
by a local farmer, is not believed to 
have had any contact with humans, 
livestock or domestic animals. 

The recovered skunk tested posi-
tive for the fox strain of rabies, not-
ing that the incident is unrelated to 
the raccoon rabies outbreak in the 
Hamilton area.

“There are two strains of rabies,” 
said Miller. “There is the raccoon 
rabies and fox rabies, and what we 
know of the skunk in the Wallenstein 
area is that it was positive for the 
fox strain of rabies not the raccoon 
strain of rabies.” 

Back in late last year officials 
found the first raccoon that tested 
positive for rabies, prompting an in-
crease in wild animal surveillance. 

“At the latter period of last year 

Second case of 
rabies found near 
Wallenstein as 
province rolls out 
vaccine-dropping 
program

ALI WILSON
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ALI WILSON

FROM BREEDING TO FEEDING, 
the federal agriculture minister 
ran gamut on a visit to the area 
that included a stop at the St. Ja-
cobs Farmers’ Market on July 6. 

In Elora earlier in the day, 
Lawrence MacAulay announced 
$2 million for research to boost 
feed efficiency for cattle, later 
visiting the market to see where 
the beef and other farmed goods 
make their way to consumers.

The minister of agriculture 
and agri-food announced the 
investment with Beef Farmers of 
Ontario to enhance the genetic 
profiling of eastern Canada cow 
herds to improve feed efficiency.

During the event in Elora, On-
tario Minister of Agriculture, Food 
and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA) Jeff 
Leal told attendees that the prov-
ince intends to expand the Elora 
Beef Research Centre, which 
is set to conduct the research, 
through a provincial investment.
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The $2-million investment is 
being made through the Growing 
Forward 2 program – a five-year, 
$698 million federal-provincial 
initiative aimed at generating 
market-based economic growth 
in the agricultural sector.

Canada’s beef sector contrib-
utes $2.69 billion to the econo-
my each year, supporting 61,000 
jobs in the province alone.

To date, OMAFRA has contrib-
uted $12.4 million to expand the 
Elora Beef Research Centre.

“The federal government 
is proud to partner with the 
Province of Ontario to support 
research at a state-of-the-art 
beef research centre serving all 
of eastern Canada. This invest-
ment will make the beef in-
dustry even stronger and more 
competitive, supporting jobs 
and economic growth in On-
tario and across Canada,” said 
MacAulay.
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MSRP - Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price, does not include freight but does include $100 air conditioning tax if applicable. Licence, insurance, registration, fees associated with filing at movable property registry/PPSA, administration fees, duties and 
taxes extra. Dealers are free to set individual prices. See dealer for details. U.S. model shown. Image may not show the configurable options selected or available on the vehicle. Some colour options are available at extra cost and may only be available on select 
trims. 20% - For the latest information, visit us at ontariochevroletdealers.ca, drop by your local Chevrolet Dealer, or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. Offer applies to oldest 15% of dealer inventory as of July 1, 2017. Valid July 1 – 31, 2017 on cash purchases of eligible 
2017 model year vehicles from dealer inventory.  Actual credit value depends on model purchased. Models receiving a 15% cash credit of MSRP include: Camaro (excludes ZL1), Colorado, Trax, Impala, Suburban, Tahoe. Models receiving a 20% cash credit 
of MSRP include: all Light Duty and Heavy Duty Silverado, Cruze Sedan, Cruze Hatch, City Express, Express, Malibu (excludes 1VL), Sonic, Equinox, Traverse. Models not eligible for this offer are: 2017 models: Spark, BOLT EV, VOLT, Corvette. All 2016 MY and 2018 
MY vehicles. Not compatible with special lease and finance rates. Credit is tax exclusive and is calculated on vehicle MSRP, excluding any dealer-installed options. By selecting lease or finance offers, consumers are foregoing this cash credit which will result in 
higher effective cost of credit on their transaction. Dealer may sell for less. Offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Certain limitations or conditions apply. General Motors of Canada Company may 
modify, extend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without notice. Void where prohibited. See dealer for details. Onstar - Visit onstar.ca for coverage maps, details and system limitations. Service plan required. Available 4G LTE with Wi-Fi hotspot 
requires WPA2 compatible mobile device and data plan. Data plans provided by AT&T. Services vary by model, service plan, conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. OnStar with 4G LTE connectivity is available on select vehicle models and in 
select markets. Vehicle must be started or in accessory mode to access Wi-Fi. 1 Requires available 3.6L V6 engine. Based on WardsAuto.com 2016 Small Pickup segment and latest competitive information available at time of printing. Excludes other GM models. 2 

Requires available 3.6L V6 or 2.8L Duramax Turbo-Diesel engine. Before you buy a vehicle or use it for trailering, carefully review the Trailering section of the Owner’s Manual. The weight of passengers, cargo and options or accessories may reduce the amount 
you can tow. 3 Vehicle user interface is a product of Apple and its terms and privacy statements apply. Requires compatible iPhone and data plan rates apply. Vehicle user interface is a product of Google and their terms and privacy statements apply. Requires 
compatible smartphone and data plan rates apply. Visit onstar.ca for coverage maps, details and system limitations. Service plan required. Available 4G LTE with Wi-Fi hotspot requires WPA2 compatible mobile device and data plan. Data plans provided by 
AT&T. Services vary by model, service plan, conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. OnStar with 4G LTE connectivity is available on select vehicle models and in select markets. Vehicle must be started or in accessory mode to access Wi-Fi. 
4 U.S. Government 5-Star Safety Ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA’s) New Car Assessment Program (www.SaferCar.gov). 5 Requires Double Cab LTZ 2WD or Crew Cab Short Box LTZ 2WD with available 6.2L V8 engine and Max 
Trailering Package. Before you buy a vehicle or use it for trailering, carefully review the Trailering section of the Owner’s Manual. The weight of passengers, cargo and options or accessories may reduce the amount you can tow. Based on WardsAuto.com 2016 Large 
Pickup segment and latest competitive information available at time of printing. Excludes other GM models. **The 2-Year Scheduled Lube-Oil-Filter Maintenance Program provides eligible customers in Canada, who have purchased or leased a new eligible 2016 or 2017 
MY Chevrolet (excluding Spark EV), with an ACDelco® oil and filter change, in accordance with the oil life monitoring system and the Owner’s Manual, for 2 years or 48,000 km, whichever occurs first, with a limit of four (4) Lube-Oil-Filter services in total, performed at 
participating GM dealers. Fluid top offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc. are not covered. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. General Motors 
of Canada Company reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ▲Whichever comes first. See dealer for details.

2017 SILVERADO 1500 CREW CAB LTZ AND 2017 COLORADO CREW CAB MODELS SHOWN

OFFERS END JULY 31.ST

ONTARIOCHEVROLETDEALERS.CA

4G LTE Wi-Fi4G LTE Wi-Fi

COLORADO CREW CAB Z71 MODEL SHOWN

BEST-IN-CLASS AVAILABLE HORSEPOWER1

BEST-IN-CLASS AVAILABLE TOWING2

AVAILABLE APPLE CARPLAY AND ANDROID AUTO CAPABILITY 
AND ONSTAR 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT3

FEATURES:
THE 2017 COLORADO

$6,791
ON COLORADO Z71 CREW CAB IN STOCK THE LONGEST 
BASED ON 15% OF MSRP OF $45,280

CASH 
PURCHASE  
CREDIT*

4G LTE Wi-Fi4G LTE Wi-Fi

SILVERADO 1500 LT HIGH COUNTRY CREW CAB MODEL SHOWN

AVAILABLE APPLE CARPLAY AND ANDROID AUTO CAPABILITY 
AND ONSTAR 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT3 
NHTSA OVERALL VEHICLE 5-STAR SAFETY SCORE4

BEST-IN-CLASS AVAILABLE TOWING UP TO 12,500 LB. (5,670 KG)5

FEATURES:
THE 2017 SILVERADO 1500 

EG:20% =$13,200
ON SILVERADO HIGH COUNTRY CREW CAB IN STOCK THE LONGEST 
BASED ON MRSP OF $65,970

CASH 
PURCHASE  
CREDIT*OF MSRP 

2 5 5  YEARS/48,000 KM 
 COMPLIMENTARY 
OIL CHANGES**

  YEARS/160,000 KM 
 POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY▲

  YEARS/160,000 KM 
 ROADSIDE 
ASSISTANCE ▲

        CHEVROLET 
 COMPLETE CARE 

ALL ELIGIBLE  
MODELS  

COME WITH 

PROUD PARTNER

CELEBRATE CANADA’S 150TH  
              AND TREAT YOURSELF 
      TO A NEW SILVERADO.

UP TO
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HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

35 Howard Ave., ELMIRA, ON | 519-669-3232 

WHERE TIRES ARE A SPECIALTY, 
NOT A SIDELINE.
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service
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HEADING INTO THE DOG 
days of summer is an ap-
propriate time for the 
“Grand O-Paw-Ning” cer-
emony to mark the comple-
tion of the St. Jacobs off-
leash park.

The “Woofwich” dog 
park committee is making 
it official with an event to-
morrow evening (Friday). 

Though the off-leash dog 
park has been open since 

Woofwich group makes it official Friday at the dog park in St. Jacobs
FAISAL ALI January, the committee 

wanted to give the park a 
proper reception with the 
recent completion of some 
renovations.

“We’re hosting the grand 
opening as a way to bring 
more awareness that the 
park is actually there, but 
to also celebrate that we’ve 
got our signage and the 
trails cut,” said Michelle 
Hilborn, recreation pro-
gram coordinator for Wool-
wich and township liaison 

for the dog park committee.
“So, we’re good to go. Ev-

erything is fully-function-
ing, and we want people to 
be using it.”

There will be a short 
ceremony Friday evening 
at the park, with a few 
speeches starting at 6:30 
p.m., followed by a ribbon-
cutting at 7. The committee 
will also be handing out 
free grab-bags filled with 
various canine-related 
goodies such as treats and 

waste bags that were do-
nated by a local business.

“And then it’s kind of 
informal after that as to 
people can go out and en-
joy the dog park, or they 
can grab the grab-bag and 
go home – whatever makes 
the most sense for them,” 
said Hilborn.

“Obviously we’d like it if 
they used the park after-
wards,” she added humor-
ously.

At the St. Jacobs dog 

park, people and their pups 
have unfettered access to 
about 12 acres worth of 
open green space they can 
enjoy. It’s an off-leash park, 
so dogs are free to roam – 
but the shrubbery and wa-
terways that edge the park 
keep them from roaming 
too far.

The trails have been cut 
and the signs installed, 
but otherwise there aren’t 
many other features, she 
noted.

“We’ve done some of 
that on purpose, with a 
conscious decision not to 
put in benches or anything 
to make sure that the dogs 
aren’t getting territorial, 
and that it’s being used 
to help exercise your dog 
rather than just congre-
gate.”

There are a few rules 
owners need to be aware 
of if they plan use the 
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SCHOOL MAY BE OUT for 
the summer, but kids need 
not close the books – at 
least, not entirely. The Re-
gion of Waterloo Library 
(RWL) is running a weekly 
reading club at each of its 
branches, encouraging kids 
to pick up a book for the 
sheer fun of it.

“Every branch will have 
a weekly program and a 
different activity every 
week, so it’s a great way for 
kids to socialize together 
but also talk about their 
reading and get ideas from 
one another,” says Nancy 
Duncan, program supervi-
sor for the RWL.

The TD Summer Read-
ing Club is entirely free 
and is drop-in orientated, 
letting participants come 
and go as they please. Each 
week, the children report 
to the group on the reading 
they’ve accomplished since 
their previous visit.

“It’s to encourage read-
ing throughout the sum-
mer because research has 
shown in the summer 
months that children lose 
the literacy skills that they 
develop during the school 
year,” says Duncan. “So 

No more pencils, 
no more books ... 
except for the 
summertime fun

FAISAL ALI having the summer reading 
programs to really encour-
age reading throughout the 
summer is really helpful.”

It’s not all books in, 
books out at the club, how-
ever. Next week is Bubble-
mania where kids learn the 
sophisticated art of blow-
ing bubbles inside of other 
bubbles. They’ll have the 
opportunity to create their 
own bubble wands and, if 
weather permits, test them 
outdoors.

Then there’s frozen-
yogurt making, for that 
perfect, reasonably healthy 
summer treat; Canadian 
sports like lacrosse, bas-
ketball and crokinole. 
The kids will even have a 
chance to put on theatrical 
performances of “Twisted 
Fairy Tales,” like the story 
of the “Stinky Cheese Man” 
and “Little Red Running 
Shorts,” and will get to 
design their own costumes 
and sets for it.

The club meets for an 
hour every week, and while 
the kids are occupied par-
ents have free rein.

“Parents, unless the 
children are little, do not 
need to stay downstairs 

LINWOOD WAS HOME TO 
some furry tourists this 
week during the West-
ern Ontario Region Pony 
Club’s annual Regional D 
Camp.

Some 23 pony club-
bers, ages 7 to 24, from all 
across western Ontario 
came to the village with 
their ponies to take part in 
the sleepover camp. Dur-
ing the week, campers had 
twice-daily riding lessons, 

ALI WILSON learned about the funda-
mentals of horse care and 
participated in EDSS-led 
sword fighting, juggling 
lessons and swimming in 
Elmira.

Previously held at the 
Paris Fairgrounds, the 
event moved to the Robin-
son Farm in Linwood for 
the first time.

 Lori Robinson said the 
weeklong event was all 
about facilitating learning 
among the campers.

“We are learning about 

riding, we are learning 
about horse care. All of the 
riders are from all differ-
ent levels – from beginner 
all the way up to advanced 
kids who are riding cross-
country,” she explained.

The WOR Pony Club is 
part of the Canadian Pony 
Club, a member-based as-
sociation managed by vol-
unteers to serve the needs 
of Canadian youth who 
are interested in riding, 
learning about and caring 
for horses and ponies. The 

not-for-profit organization 
has the vision to provide 
a positive experience with 
horses through education, 
responsibility, sportsman-
ship and good citizenship 
for enjoyment or competi-
tive success with horses.

The WOR Pony Club en-
compasses 300 members 
spread out between Blue 
Mountain, Headwaters, 
High Country, Willow 
Creek, Albion, Caledon, 

Young pony club members gather in Linwood 
for camp focused on caring for their animals

Pony clubbers from the Western Ontario Region participated in twice daily lessons during their weeklong camp this week in Linwood.  [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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The Bloomingdale library kicked off the start of the reading club last week with the magic of Peter Mennie.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from July 17th – July 22th

Fresh “AA” or BetterFresh 

Pork 
Tenderloin

Prime Rib 
Roast

$4.99 REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

Store Made  
Great Canadian or Ball Park

Sausage

REG. PRICE
$12.49 /lb.

$10.99REG. PRICE
$12.99 /lb.

$11.99

Store Made 12 x 6 oz. 

REG. PRICE
$21.99 ea.

$19.99

Sirloin 
Burgers

Fresh “AA” or Better

Prime Rib 
Steaks

REG. PRICE
$12.99 /lb.

$11.49

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Ham & Bacon or 
Texas Jalapeno Loaf

Store Made Deli Sliced 

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT

STEPHANIE FORTE
B.A., B.Ed., R.M.T., R.H.N.

www.youarewhatueat .com
Conestogo | 519-569-1616

Holistic Nutrition for Health, Weight 
loss & Management, Digestive Issues

Pre/Post-Natal Doula Services
Massage Therapy 

SINCE 1998

Plan underway for rehabilitating Wellesley pond, township council hears
ALI WILSON

A COMMUNITY GROUP 
WORKING on improve-
ments to the Wellesley 
pond are hoping to make 
some progress again this 
year.

The Friends of Welles-
ley Pond, having received 
some financial support 
from the region, has been 
moving ahead with design 
options for rehabilitating 
the popular recreational 
spot in the village.

“The pond is a focal 
feature in the community 
and that needs to stay. It is 
part of the history. It is part 
of the culture. It is part of 
the community. Here, it’s 
part of the green space, it 
is part of the park,” said 
Crystal Allan, natural heri-
tage supervisor with the 
Grand River Conservation 
Authority, whose organiza-
tion is working alongside 
the group.

She provided an update 
on the progress to Welles-
ley councillors meeting 
last week.

The organization in-
cludes stakeholders from 

the township, the GRCA, 
local interest groups and 
concerned residents. They 
got back together in 2016 to 
explore new opportunities 
for pond improvements. 

“In 2016, the Friends 
of Wellesley Pond recon-
vened and again wanted 
to look at what those op-
portunities were today; 
sort of revisit information 
that we had, revisit the op-
portunities. ‘Is there some-
thing else that we didn’t 
think of? Is there a middle 
ground that we could ex-
plore?’” Allan explained.

There have been a num-
ber of rehabilitation efforts 
over the years, with re-
ports routinely identifying 
poor water quality, lim-
ited aquatic biodiversity, 
nuisance waterfowl and 
carp as problems to be ad-
dressed. 

“Those issues still re-
main the same,” she said. 
“It is just [a matter of] what 
else? Is there something 
that we didn’t consider last 
time that we could con-
sider this time in the com-
munity?”

After exploring the 

options, the Friends of 
Wellesley Pond decided to 
submit the application to 
the Region of Waterloo En-
vironmental Community 
Fund, gaining approval 
earlier this year.

The application identi-
fied three key targets in 
establishing both short-
term and long-term goals 
for rehabilitating the pond.

“One was to engage 
a consultant to help us 
through the process of es-
tablishing a concept and 
design. The second was to 
get an idea of what the cost 
would be of those designs, 
because there would be a 
fundraising aspect of any 
design moving forward, 
so what are the costs?” she 
said. “The third one was to 
initiate a shoreline natural-
ization project around the 
pond with the community, 
and this could be on any 
scale we decided. We could 
start small to get a sense 

of what the naturalization 
around that pond would 
be.”

The first step underway, 
the consultant is currently 
in the process of develop-
ing an appropriate design 
for the pond. The group is 
expecting to see a range 
of options in the fall, with 
public consultation to fol-
low.

From there, the group 
will be looking for some 
initial cost figures.

“We are hoping that one 
of those options will rise to 
the top, and then we will 
work with the consultant 
to move towards some 
sort of design with cost 
estimates,” she said. “Once 
funds have been raised 
we will be able to engage 
implementation for that.”

Diving back into the 
third idea that came out of 
the report, the shoreline 
habitat provides a solution 
group members can see 

happening in the near fu-
ture at the pond.

The shoreline habitat 
would provide aquatic pro-
ductivity and biodiversity 
on the pond.

“By shoreline naturaliza-
tion, what I mean is that 
it is just allowing some of 
that vegetation to grow. 
It provides habitat for 
wildlife, it provides food 
source and shelter for 
things living in the pond. It 
provides spawning habitat 
for fish and wildlife living 
in the habitat,” she said. 
“This was seen as sort of 
a best bet for being able 
to do something around 
the pond this year without 
a lot of funding, but you 
could still get a big bang 
for your buck on this.”

The group has chosen 
areas that will not prevent 
access or hinder future 
work on the pond.

The first of the three 
potential locations for the 

shoreline naturalization 
is along the south side of 
Queen’s Bush Road. The 
group would plant 20 spe-
cies of native wildflowers 
and shrubs. The second 
option is located directly 
kitty corner, at the north 
side of Queen’s Bush Road. 
There, the group would 
plant 17 species of native 
wildflowers and shrubs to 
enhance wildlife habitat, 
as well as reducing park-
land mowing away from 
the trail. 

In the third option, the 
group is considering plant-
ing trees on the parkland. 
A local community group 
would provide the funding 
for four species of trees to 
enhance forest cover.

“We are excited about 
the opportunities there to 
enhance and improve the 
water quality of Wellesley 
Pond,” she said. “With 
that, I would say stay 
tuned!” 

options, the Friends of of what the naturalization 

The Wellesley pond plays a central role in the community, a gathering spot 
for many activities in the village, including the annual fishing derby held each 
Labour Day weekend. [FILE PHOTO]

with the children,” says 
Susan O’Toole, librarian at 
the Bloomingdale branch. 
“Some of the parents use 
the lounge that we have 
downstairs, and they’ll sit 
down there quietly and 
read.”

Otherwise, it’s a great 
opportunity for parents 
to socialize with other 
like-minded people, says 
Duncan.

“I met a mother this 
morning who said she met 
other mothers through 
story time, and that’s how 

she made connections in 
the community.”

The reading club is just 
one of the many programs 
available for kids and adults 
at the library. There’s fam-
ily story time, magic shows 
and music, movies, “Baby 
Connections” for the under-

one-year-olds, computer 
lessons for the adults, book 
clubs and more. Those look-
ing for something to do can 
head over to the Region of 
Waterloo Library website 
(www.rwlibrary.com), or to 
their local branch for more 
information.

LIBRARY: It’s summertime, and the reading is easy

FROM | 3
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POLICE BLOTTER

J U LY  6

7:00 PM | A young boy 
was killed in an on-farm incident 
in Wellesley Township. Waterloo 
Regional Police responded to a 
report of a workplace incident on 
Lichty Road in Linwood. The boy 
was in a building on the property 
with a family member at the time. 
The child suffered life-threatening 
injuries and was pronounced dead 
at the scene. The incident is not 
considered suspicious. The Ministry 
of Labour was called in and is 
continuing the investigation.

OPP report 
five fatalities 
on Ontario 
roads over 
Canada Day 
weekend
THE CANADA DAY LONG 
Weekend ended on a tragic 
note with five people dy-
ing in collisions on Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP)-
patrolled roads.   

Two of the fatal colli-
sions involved motorcy-
cles, resulting in the deaths 
of both motorcycle drivers. 
Excessive speed was re-
ported as a factor in one of 
the incidents.  

The long weekend col-
lisions brought the total 
number of 2017 deaths 
on OPP-patrolled roads 
to 113. Speed remains the 
lead causal factor, with 31 
deaths attributed to this 
driving behaviour. 

OPP officers heightened 
their focus on speeders and 
drivers engaged in other 
forms of aggressive driving 
during the weekend, laying 
more than 5,800 speeding 
charges across the prov-
ince. 

No fatal boating or off-
road vehicle incidents were 
reported.

J U LY  9

2:39 PM | Police responded to 
a report of a two-vehicle collision 
at Young and Cedar streets in St. 
Jacobs. Both vehicles sustained 
minor damage and were driven 
from the scene. No one was injured.

6:49 PM | Regional police 
stopped a driver on Weimar Line 
in Wellesley Township, discovering 
the driver’s licence was suspended.

8:57 PM | At least one 
person suffered an injury, though 
not major in nature, as a result 
of a two-vehicle collision at the 
intersection of Arthur Street and 
Listowel Road in Elmira.

J U LY  1 0

3:09 PM | Two drivers were 
taken to hospital with minor 
injuries following a collision that 
partially closed the intersection of 
Perth Road 121 and Line 80 north 
of Millbank. A heavy tow truck 
was needed, and the Ministry of 
the Environment was notified 
about fuel that leaked from one 
of the vehicles. Perth County OPP 
subsequently charged a 53-year-
old Toronto man with ‘fail to yield 
to traffic on through highway.’ 
contrary to the Highway Traffic Act. 
Police are requesting that anyone 
with information that can assist 
them to call 1-888-310-1122 or (519) 
393-6123.

CAR FIRE FOLLOWS ROLLOVER

St. Jacobs firefighters were called to Hwy. 
85 north of Northfield Drive Tuesday after 
a car went off the road and caught on fire. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Swimming with 
purpose at WMC

The Woolwich Memorial Centre will 
be commemorating National Drowning 
Prevention Week with themed public 
swims between 1:15 and 3:15 p.m. from 
July 17 to 21. 

Swims will highlight strategies to 
keep families Water Smart. It starts on 
Monday with “Within Arm’s Reach,” 
an obstacle course in the pool with 
a buddy. On Tuesday there will be 
a “Swim with a Buddy,” aquatic 
throwing target practice test.

Wednesday brings lifejacket relays 
on “Boat and Personal Floating Device 

Safety.” “Lifeguard Day” will teach 
lifeguarding skills on Thursday. On 
Friday there will be a “Family Swim 
to Survive,” which will teach families 
how to swim to safety if they find an 
unexpected fall into deep water. And 
finally, on Saturday instructors will be 
discussing how to prevent drowning 
in your backyard year round  during 
“Backyard Pool Safety.”

River conditions 
return to normal

Conditions along the Grand River 
system are returning to normal after 
last month’s flooding, the Grand River 
Conservation Authority reports.

Along with normalized water flows, 
the majority of warning buoys and 
booms that were displaced due to high 
river flows have now been relocated 
in the rivers, upstream of dams. The 
buoys and booms are one of many 
safety procedures developed by the 
GRCA to reduce the risk for those 
participating in water activities on 
rivers. While the water around dams 
can look peaceful, the area upstream 
and downstream is much more 
dangerous than it appears. Water 
surges through gates or over the 
dam, creating strong undertows and 
backwash below the dam, where a 
person can become trapped below the 
water, notes the agency.

The GRCA and municipalities continue 
to deal with the large amount of 
debris washed into waterways 
throughout the watershed, along with 
trails that were damaged.

Home sales slow 
in June

For the first time this year home 
sales in June decelerated on a monthly 
basis. Last month’s 716 residential sales 
through the Multiple Listing System 
(MLS) of the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Association of Realtors were down 
3.2 per cent compared to last year’s 
record-breaking June. This brings the 
total number of sales during the first 

half of the year to 3,834, an increase 
of 9.1 per cent compared to 2016, the 
organization reported last week.

Home sales in June included 467 
detached homes (down 4.3 per cent 
compared to June 2016), and 141 con-
dominium units (down 5.4 per cent) 
which includes any property regardless 
of style (i.e. semis, townhomes, 
apartment, detached etc.). Sales also 
included 53 semi-detached homes 
(up 15.2 per cent) and 51 freehold 
townhouses (down 5.6 per cent). 

The association listed 1,083 residential 
properties in K-W and area last month, 
a 28.7 per cent increase compared to 
June of 2016. It’s the second month in a 
row that the number of new listings put 

on the market has exceeded 1,000 units, 
an unprecedented surge of supply. 
Nevertheless, inventory levels remain 
very low, sitting at near or less than 
one month of inventory as strong buyer 
demand endures in Waterloo Region. 

The average sales price of all 
residential sales increased 19.8 per cent 
to $465,772 compared to June 2016. 
Detached homes sold for an average 
price of $537,389, an increase of 19.3 
per cent, while the average sale price 
for an apartment-style condominium 
was $276,443, an increase of 17.6 per 
cent. Townhomes and semis sold for 
an average of $341,716 (up 23.2 per 
cent) and $380,660 (up 28.4 per cent) 
respectively.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY! 519-669-2727 • ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE 325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

ELMIRA LOCATION ONLY

CANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGECANADA’S GARAGE

Locally Owned
& Operated

INCLUDES
• Castrol Oil Change 
• Motomaster Oil Filter 
• Battery Test 
• Top up on Selected fluids

ROAD READY OIL CHANGE PKG
PLUS: PEACE
OF MIND WITH
• Visual Brake Inspection 
• Tire Rotation 
• Road Ready Inspection

$3999FREE Wiper Blade 
Installation with 
blade purchase Synthetic Oil

$59.99

MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES

25%
OFF

• Brakes
• Transmission
• Cooling System
• Power Steering

SAVE 20%

Wellesley farmers embrace 
water quality program

ALI WILSON

WELLESLEY IS THE “POST-
ER child” for a program that 
helps farmers make chang-
es to their operations that 
protect water sources.

The Rural Water Quality 
Program has been widely 
adopted in the township, the 
Grand River Conservation 
Authority acknowledge in a 
presentation Tuesday night 
to township councillors.

The RWQP provides 
grants to farmers to help 
them undertake projects to 
protect water quality.

Dating back to 1998, the 
program as a whole has 
helped to complete more 
than 5,000 projects, giving 
out $16 million in direct 
grants to cover anywhere 
from 30 to 100 per cent of 
project costs. 

Over the years, the pro-
gram has helped farmers 
to complete projects such 
as fencing, tree planting, 
manure storage, well de-
commissioning and the like 
– projects that will improve 
and protect water quality at 
a local level.

“It is a cost-share project 
so what that means is that 
farmers are also contribut-
ing towards the project as 

well, so what you will see 
is that although there has 
been $16 million in grants, 
there has actually been 
more than $45-million in-
vested across our watershed 
in protecting and improving 
water quality, which I think 
is pretty significant. We are 
looking at a watershed that 
is the size of PEI,” said Crys-
tal Allan, natural heritage 
supervisor with the GRCA.

Although the agency ad-
ministers the program, most 
of the funds come from mu-
nicipal governments.

“Wellesley is actually, 
sort of our poster child and 
has had the greatest uptake 
and the greatest action in 
having these projects imple-
mented,” she said. “We are 
thrilled to work with your 
residents here in Wellesley 
and put them up as a shin-
ing example in the water-
shed outside of this area.”

In Wellesley alone, the 
program has helped farmers 
complete 810 projects, with 
$3.3 million of the $10.8 mil-
lion invested coming from 
program grants.

Farmers can participate 
in the voluntary program by 
submitting an application 
outlining their proposed 
project to the organization. 
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Mobile aquarium 
lets visitors dive 
into Canada’s 
varied and 
extensive aquatic 
flora and fauna

FAISAL ALI

With a massive amount 
of coastline, Canada is 
home to a wide assortment 
of aquatic life. The diversi-
ty can be hard to imagine, 
especially in this land-
locked part of the country, 
but some examples of that 
natural splendor are com-
ing to Waterloo Region ... 
in the back of a van. 

The AquaVan 150 – a 
mobile aquarium – is trek-
king across the country, 
from the distant shores of 
Vancouver to the equally 
far-off coast of Nova Sco-
tia, in honour of Canada’s 
150th birthday. The van is 
making 150 stops in 150 
communities, with the aim 
to teach people about Can-

ada’s marine life, and the 
connection people have 
with their neighbouring 
aquatic environments.

The van and its curators 
will be making a one-day 
stop at the Waterloo Re-
gion Museum on July 23 
to show off the critters and 
participate in a cleanup 
of the nearby Grand River 
banks.

“They have an actual 
mobile aquarium that they 
roll out of the trailer, and 
they have television screen 
[and some educational ma-
terial],” explained Wendy 
Connell, supervisor of 
programs at the Waterloo 
Region Museum. “People 
from all ages – kids espe-
cially – can come out and 
look at different sea crea-

tures and talk about their 
environment.”

People will have a 
chance to look at the ex-
otic marine life, touch a 
starfish – not an everyday 
option in this neck of the 
woods – and learn while 
they do. 

The aquarium will be 
viewable from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m., closing only briefly 
for the Grand River clean-
up between 1-2 p.m. Any-
one looking to do a bit of 
good in their community, 
save some critters or just 

need something fun and 
social to do on a Sunday 
afternoon is encouraged to 
join in.

Volunteers can register 
for the cleanup online, 
or in person ten minutes 
before the event. All they 
need to bring is their good 
spirits and appropriate 
clothing for the weather.

After the cleanup, people 
can still check out the 
aquarium if they haven’t 
done so yet, or head over 
to the museum for the ex-
hibits. There’s 12,000 years 

of Waterloo Region history 
on display at the museum, 
the Doon Heritage Village 
which takes visiting fami-
lies back in time to the year 
1914 with fun activities, 
and the Waterloo Region 
Hall of Fame. Anyone par-
ticipating in the cleanup 
automatically get a mu-
seum pass for their hard 
work.

“It’s definitely some-
thing I think is really a 
very unique project for 
the Canada 150, and I’m 
delighted that they’re com-

ing here. They’ve been to 
Toronto and they’ve been 
to Burlington and Hamil-
ton ... but I’m delighted we 
were able to get our name 
on the list.”

The Vancouver Aquari-
um Marine Science Centre 
team started its long Aqua-
Van150 voyage in April, 
and will be on the road 
until sometime in October. 
The van is just one of the 
Pan-Canadian Signature 
Projects the country has 
adopted to mark the coun-
try’s sesquicentennial.

park, designed to insure 
all the pups are playing 
nice. The township doesn’t 
permit treats and toys to 
be brought into the park, 
including things like balls 
and Frisbees, and this is 
again to keep the dogs from 
being territorial.

Hilborn also says people 
need to keep their dogs 

leashed until they fully en-
ter the park, and clean up 
after their dogs – which is 
what the grab-bags are for.

The “Woofwich” dog 
park committee started off 
as a three-member group 
that lobbied the township 
for the off-leash park, Hil-
born explained. There are 
now 12 members, and with 
St. Jacobs operational, the 

committee is now hoping 
to fundraise about $30-
$40,000 for a second off-
leash park in the township.

The official address for 
the park is 65 Water St., just 
off Hope Valley Trail. Hil-
born recommends people 
park near the St. Jacobs 
fire station and then make 
their way south of the trail 
to reach the entrance.

DOG PARK: Set to make it official in St. Jacobs

FROM | 3

The touring aquariam will offer up hands-on experiences with some of the aquatic creatures that’ll be at the Waterloo Region Museum on July 23. [SUBMITTED]

“Woofwich” dog park committee member Lyric Pauley with Bentley and Elton John, who’ll likely be out enjoying Friday’s opening 
ceremonies for the new off-leash park in St. Jacobs. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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Bring Your Own Lawn Chairs
There will be a free-will offering for Prison Ministry

FOR MORE INFORMATION: (519) 595-7000

GOSPEL ECHOES TEAM

SUMMER SING
Sunday, July 23, 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

SNIDER PARK, ST. JACOBS, ON
(RAIN LOCATION: CALVARY UNITED CHURCH)
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Cross Connection
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Crossroads Team

beginning in December, 
we had the first raccoon 
that came back positive 
in the Hamilton-Niagara-
Brantford area, and that 
really started a closer look 
at what is happening out 
there with rabies in wild-
life,” she said.

The discovery led to an 
increase in surveillance 
by the Ontario Ministry 
of Natural Resources and 
Forestry.

“Hunters and trappers 

that are employed by the 
Ministry of Natural Re-
sources and Forestry start-
ed to do a little bit more 
trapping of animals to find 
out what is going on with 
the animal population, 
where we are seeing rabies 
in the population and 
what kind of rabies are we 
seeing,” she said.  “That 
kind of continues up until 
even this point and what 
we are seeing now is kind 
of the slowing down of 
rabies in the wild popula-
tion, but there has been 

extensive baiting that 
has been going  on.”

The MNRF will 
be rolling out a 
wildlife rabies 
vaccine baiting 
program across 
southern Ontario 

starting this 

month and into the fall.
“Baiting will happen 

from mid-July to October, 
they would pick different 
target zones in South-
western Ontario between 
that particular time so it 
doesn’t mean to say that 
we in this particular area 
will receive bait during 
that whole time – it just 
means to say that during 
this period of time we can 
expect bait dropping,” 
said Miller.

Flavored bait, located 
in small, khaki green-
coloured bags with a 
stamped toll free rabies 
number, will be dropped 
by air, targeting primarily 
rural and forested areas 
with the hopes of drawing 
in the local wildlife popu-
lations, including skunks, 
raccoons and fox. Ground 
baiting will be done in 

urban areas where 
aerial bating is 
not effective. 

Officials say 
not to disturb 
the bags, but if 
a domestic pet 

does eat a bag, 
don’t be alarmed – it will 
not cause fatal illness.

“The bait dropped are 
very small, they are an 
army green khaki colour 

with a 1-800 number on 
them. They are not harm-
ful to pets should a pet eat 
one of them, but it may 
cause a stomach upset if 
they do eat more. If people 
are concerned, if their 
animal gets into one, they 
should call their veterinar-
ian and talk to their veteri-
narian about it,” she said. 
“If people see the baits, 
they should just leave 
them – don’t touch them. 
They are designed for the 
wildlife to attract them to 
the bait so that if they eat 
the vaccine that will pro-
tect them against rabies.”

Miller says it is impor-
tant for residents to get 
animals vaccinated, and 
keep children educated on 
the signs and symptoms of 
rabies.

“If they have got domes-
tic cats or dogs, includ-
ing barn cats, get those 
animals vaccinated for 
rabies,” she said. “Educate 
children to stay away from 
wild animals, even do-
mestic animals that they 
don’t know, strays espe-
cially, just to keep them-
selves safe. I think those 
are important things to 
think about, especially as 
we head out on vacation, 
maybe camping, where we 

may encounter more wild 
animals or strays.”

The virus can be carried 
in the saliva of infected 
mammals such as foxes, 
skunk, raccoons, bats, 

dogs and cats and can be 
spread to people or other 
mammals through a bite, 
cut or scratch, or contact 
with moist tissues of the 
mouth, nose and eyes.

RABIES: Province expects to start dropping vaccine pouches mid-month, running to October
FROM | COVER

Grand River, Mill Ridge, 
Lake Huron, Westover, 
Guelph, Boomer Creek, 
Mount Nemo, Bright Wa-
ter and Oxford clubs.

Although the club is 
split into different experi-
ence levels, the camp this 
week was held for lower 
level pony clubbers.

Unlike other sleepover 
camps, members must 
wake up and take care of 
their companions. 

“They have to get up 
and feed their pony, make 
sure they have water be-
fore they eat and then 
they can go after to look 
after their stall. So they 
are learning a lot about 
ponies as well,” said Gil-
lian Ross Erasmi of the 
Westover club.

This horse care is re-
ferred to as stable man-
agement by the Pony Club 
leaders, which is very 
important to learn when 
caring for an animal such 
as a horse. 

Although on a short 
timeline, over the course 
of the week pony club-
bers are learning about 
this stable management 
depending on their experi-
ence level. Younger partic-
ipants learn about the dif-
ferent parts of the horse, 
how to act around the 
animals and the different 
part of tack to use when 

riding. More advanced 
youth are learning about 
horses’ confirmation and 
more about information 
pertaining to veterinary 
care – when to call a vet, 
how to deal with injuries 
and how to take a horse’s 
temperature, pulse and 
respiration. 

“They learn about the 
saddle, the bridle. Then 
the basics of control of 
leading and working 
around the horse safely 
and then it is always pro-
gressive on building from 
there,” said Ross Erasmi. 

She says that the best 
thing about pony club 
events such as this, is that 
it provides young girls and 
boys the opportunity to 
make friends over a com-
mon interest in an encour-
aging and supportive way.

“Our motto is loyalty, 
character, and sportsman-
ship – they are all just 
about hanging out and 
making good friends. It 
is kind of like Scouts or 
Brownies for horses, so 
the biggest thing is them 
bonding over their love for 
horses and then learning 
care and responsibility. 
Horses whether it is pony 
club or any other way they 
have so much to teach us,” 
she said. “For this camp it 
is just friends and learn-
ing, it is a great social ex-
perience.”

CAMP: More than just learning, it’s a social experience for young participants ... and their ponies
FROM | 3

Part of the pony club camp this week in Linwood, young horse-lovers were taught stable management. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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FROM THE REPORTS OF privacy commis-
sioners to watchdog groups such as Canadian 
Journalists for Free Expression (CJFE), govern-
ment openness is a growing concern.

The CJFE has called on federal and provincial govern-
ments to improve their “dismal record” in responding to ac-
cess to information requests from newspapers. Even where 
legislation exists to make records available to scrutiny, 
roadblocks are continually erected as reporters seek to track 
down information. Governments need to make more data 
available, and change the culture that has bureaucrats drag-
ging their feet when newspapers request documents.

Canada’s access to information law ranks 59th out of 102 
countries that have laws. We’re down from 51st just three 
years ago, the organization reports.

A study of 28,000 access to information requests revealed 
that 57 per cent of all data released was censored, and 18 per 
cent could not be found at all. In some cases, responses to 
access to information requests have been delayed more than 
a thousand days. The legal time limit is 30 days.

CJFE investigations into city halls, police forces, school 
boards and federal government offices find that officials are 
generally unwilling to divulge information even on simple 
matters such as class sizes and road repairs. 

A deep distrust of the federal freedom-of-information 
law remains entrenched within government, despite Justin 
Trudeau’s promises of more openness and transparency. In 
that, he’s no different than his predecessor.

Journalists spend much of their time scrutinizing govern-
ment records and attending meetings where background 
material is essential to following the thread of discussions. 
The absence of such documents muddies the process. As 
with closed meetings, reporters suspect the worst when de-
cisions are made away from public view.

There are undoubtedly plenty of good reasons for elected 
officials to meet in private or to keep information to them-
selves. Personnel and legal matters, for instance, are some-
times confidential issues of no direct interest to the public. 

By and large, however, journalists everywhere struggle 
with political infrastructures seemingly dedicated to keep-
ing the public in the dark. Openness is an anathema to 
many in the political ranks, elected officials and administra-
tors alike, who seek to keep information to themselves. This 
sad reality has spawned organized efforts by public groups, 
including journalists, to make government more transpar-
ent – see, for instance, Democracy Watch and the Freedom 
of Information and Privacy Association.

Of course, such obfuscation is more clearly evident in 
larger governments (and, in keeping with current trends, 
larger businesses whose executives have a vested interest in 
hiding the truth). This is not to say that local governments 
are bastions of openness. Given their size and relatively 
lighter agendas, however, there are fewer opportunities to 
impose blackouts on the press and, by extension, their read-
ers.

Transparency is crucial to ensuring that elected represen-
tatives are politically accountable, an ideal check on power. 
Access to information is the cornerstone of democratic de-
velopment.

Even when there is nothing to hide – a refusal to divulge 
information is not always associated with a cover-up – pub-
lic officials tend to be stingy with the facts. This may be a 
proclivity for erring on the side of caution; newspapers, this 
one included, would have governments lean toward the 
other, more open side.

Open government 
remains a myth, 
despite the claims

There is only one village 
in Cyprus where Greek-
Cypriots and Turkish-Cy-
priots live side by side. It’s 
called Pyla, and the only 
reason that the two ethnic 
groups there continue to 
live together is that it’s in 
the United Nations Buffer 
Zone that separates the 
Republic of Cyprus from 
the “Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus” (TRNC). 
It would be in real trouble 
if the United Nations 
pulled out.

That could happen. 
UNFICYP (United Nations 
Peacekeeping Force in Cy-
prus) is 53 years old, and 
patience is running out. 
Former UN Secretary Gen-
eral Ban Ki-Moon warned 
in 2011 that “UNFICYP’s 
continued presence on the 
island cannot be taken for 
granted,” and the current 
Secretary-General, Antonio 
Guterres, has said quite 
plainly that this cannot go 
on forever.

But he may have been 
bluffing. He said that just 
before the umpteenth con-

Now it’s Turkey that’s creating a deadlock in Cyprus
ference seeking to reunify 
the island opened in the 
Swiss resort of Crans-Mon-
tana on June 28. Everybody 
reckoned that it had a 
good chance of success – 
but now that it has failed, 
we will find out whether 
Guterres meant his threat 
or not.

It should have suc-
ceeded, because President 
Nicos Anastasiades of the 
Republic of Cyprus and 
President Mustafa Akinci of 
the TRNC were very close 
to a deal, and it looked like 
the two communities on 
the island were both willing 
to vote for it. (Referendums 
on both sides would have 
been required to ratify 
any deal.) But the talks fell 
apart at the last hurdle.

When Cyprus got its 
independence from the 
British empire in 1960, 
three countries were given 
the job of guaranteeing 
the constitution that laid 
down how power should 
be shared between Greek-
Cypriots and Turkish-Cy-
priots: the United Kingdom 
and the two “mother coun-
tries,” Greece and Turkey. 
These guarantors had the 
right and duty to intervene 
if the terms of the deal were 
violated.

The power-sharing deal 
collapsed in 1963, mainly 
because a large number 
of Greek-Cypriots wanted 
union with Greece. The 
Turkish-Cypriot minority 
fled into dozens of isolated 
enclaves, and in 1964 the 
United Nations sent in the 
UNFICYP peacekeeping 
mission to protect them. 
But none of the guarantors 
intervened.

Ten years later, in 1974, 
the colonels who ruled 
in Athens organized a 
bloody coup in Cyprus 
that overthrew the elected 
government and installed a 
regime committed to unite 
the island with Greece. 
When Britain, the other 
guarantor, refuse to act 
against the coup (Britain 
had military bases on the 
island), Turkey sent troops 
on its own.

Greek-Cypriot resistance 
collapsed in a few days, and 
Turkey occupied more than 
one-third of the island. All 
the Greek-Cypriots in the 
Turkish-occupied zone fled 
south, and all the Turkish-
Cypriots in the rest of the 
island abandoned their 
besieged communities and 
fled north. And that’s how 
it has remained for the past 
43 years, with UNFICYP 

patrolling the buffer zone 
between the Republic of 
Cyprus and the TRNC.

Finally, four years ago, 
both parts of the island 
managed to have govern-
ments that were in favour 
of reunification at the same 
time. There was broad 
agreement between them 
on a federal republic with 
wide autonomy for the two 
communities, and so the 
conference in Switzerland 
began last month with high 
hopes.

Why was the Greek-
Cypriot side finally ready 
for a deal? (The last time 
a roughly similar deal was 
on the table, in 2004, the 
Turkish-Cypriots voted in 
favour by two-to-one – and 
the Greek-Cypriots voted 
against it by three-to-one.) 
The answer is probably 
money.

A reservoir of natural gas 
worth an estimated $50 
billion has been discovered 
on the seabed off Cyprus’s 
coast, but it cannot be de-
veloped so long as the sea-
bed rights are potentially 
in dispute. Turkey itself 
has no claim, but it could 
certainly provide powerful 
backing if the Turkish Re-

DYER | 10

There are many signs of summer, but some of them are not welcome in the least.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Inconvenient road work never moves as quickly as we think it should

There are two seasons 
in Canada, the old saw 
goes: winter and construc-
tion.

We are firmly ensconced 
in the latter, though real 
summery days have been 
in relatively short supply. 
That might be something 
of a blessing for those rou-
tinely inconvenienced by 
delays and detours, as hot, 
hazy and humid can lead 
to frustrated, angry and 
raging as drivers encounter 
construction that seems 
endless.

Our complaints about 
road construction and 
the resultant delays are a 
summertime rite, as com-
mon as talking about the 
weather. 

Whether it’s slowing 
down as cars are funnelled 
into a single lane or mas-
sive, time-consuming 
detours that drag on for 
months (see Conestogo just 
now), we all have stories 
about the inconvenience. 
Likewise, we all have anec-
dotes about how the con-

struction drags on while 
workers stand around and 
equipment sits idle for days 
on end.

The pace of progress – or 
the lack thereof – is a sore 
spot with just about every 
project.

That’s even more the 
case when we compare 
road work (government 
projects) to the pace of 
construction in private 
developments. Entire 
subdivisions – new roads, 
houses and all – appear 
to grow out of the ground 
even as repaving a small 
stretch of a road along our 
commute seems to drag on 
forever.

Some of that is simply 
our impression: we pay far 
more attention to the proj-
ects that have an impact on 
us. And it’s also not a fair 
comparison, notes Jared 
Puppe, Woolwich’s acting 
manager of engineering.

The reconstruction of a 
road – not just repaving, 
but a full dig and replace-
ment of underground ser-
vices – is more complicated 
than the so-called green-
field development in a new 
subdivision, he notes.

First off, there are resi-
dents to deal with, requir-

ing input and feedback to 
begin with, and ongoing 
issues with noise and dust 
suppression, for instance, 
that don’t exist in new de-
velopment. Then there are 
detours and efforts to keep 
some access points open. 
Add in the unknowns that 
almost always lead to un-
expected delays or changes 
to the plan, and you’ve got 
a recipe for challenges be-
yond the typical new build.

“Often, you don’t know 
what you’re dealing with 
until you start digging. It’s 
much more complicated 
because you don’t know 
what’s under there,” says 
Puppe.

He’s had to talk a great 
deal about road construc-
tion, fielding numerous 
questions and complaints 
about road work. That’s es-
pecially true in Conestogo, 
even though the work there 
is being carried out by the 
Region of Waterloo, Saw-
mill Road and Northfield 
Drive being regional roads. 
That said, the township 
opted to close some nearby 
roads of its own, thereby 
exacerbating the problem 
and leaving them with 
some ‘splainin’ to do. 

Woolwich closed the Peel 

Street bridge right off the 
hop, fearing the increased 
traffic from the Saw-
mill Road closure would 
overwhelm the old steel 
structure, which is already 
subject to a three-tonne 
load limit. As the regional 
project moved to the next 
stage, embracing the vil-
lage’s main intersection, 
the Glasgow Street bridge 
was closed.

Access to parts of the 
village was also eliminated, 
with the region persuaded 
to discontinue its earlier 
attempts to allow some lo-
cal access. That led to un-
acceptable traffic volumes 
and property damage along 
the likes of Flax Mill and 
Misty River drives, says 
Puppe.

The township’s attempts 
to keep the Glasgow Street 
bridge open were also mis-
guided he adds.

Woolwich monitored 
traffic with the use of video 
cameras. Drivers were 
routinely ignoring the one-
vehicle-at-a-time directive, 
prompting the closure of 
that bridge too.

“While it has a higher 
load limit, people were 
overloading that bridge.

“We decided to shut ev-

erything down.”
Better a temporary 

closure and some short-
term inconvenience than 
a structural failure of the 
bridge that sees it closed 
indefinitely, he suggests.

While acknowledging 
the work and the closures 
are a hardship – residents 
of Golf Course Road, for 
instance, have to go a 
long way around to go 
just a few minutes west 
of their homes – Puppe 
stresses that the months 
of work will yield infra-
structure improvements 
expected to last 60 to 80 
years.

“It’ll be a long time 
before the region is back 
working in their neigh-
bourhood again.”

That’s likely to be small 
consolation for the many 
people inconvenienced in 
the here and now.

And it’s those people 
who are most likely aware 
of every delay and bit of 
inactivity on the site. Why 
not just hurry up the pace?

In general, there’s a 
trade-off between time, 
resources and money. More 
people and equipment 
working around the clock 
is very expensive. And it 

causes problems when 
the work is being done in 
close proximity to people’s 
homes.

Because the work is 
carried out by private 
contractors and typically 
awarded based on the low-
est bids, there’s every 
chance the contractor is 
overextended, allocating 
scarce resources – there’s 
no budget for having large 
amounts of expensive 
equipment sitting idle 
waiting for the next site – 
may mean delays at any 
and all locations. Throw 
in similar issues with 
subcontractors, weather 
delays and the inevitable 
surprises, and you’ve got 
a recipe for construction 
taking a whole lot longer 
than seems reasonable to 
the untrained and often 
harried driver. 

Studies have shown that 
when you factor in the 
cost of delays to drivers, 
the negative impact on 
residents and the business 
losses and failures – hello, 
LRT! – it’s often cheaper to 
go with the finish-fast op-
tion, despite the increase 
in upfront costs.

What is your favourite way to beat the heat?

“Ice cream.”

 » Ken Mitchell

“Ice tea.”

 » Jackie Brown

“Swimming.”

 » Rachel Martin

“Swimming.”

 » Zoey Martin

“Swimming.”

 » Brooklyn Martin

“There must be some reason why Woolwich council is reluctant to authorize a new large seniors’ complex.” M.L. Israel | 10

KANNON | 10
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Erdogan drawing from 
the authoritarian’s playbook
FROM | 8

 » Robert Half Finance & Accounting

public of Northern Cyprus 
were to demand a share of 
the revenue.

It was Turkey that killed 
the hopes for a final deal in 
Switzerland last weekend. 
In past years it was never 
an obstacle to a deal: the 
various previous attempts 
at a permanent settlement 
died for other reasons. 
But it’s a different Turkey 
nowadays – one ruled by a 
mini-Putin called President 
Recep Tayyib Erdogan.

Erdogan holds absolute 
power only by grace of a 
referendum in April that he 
won by a mere one per cent 
margin – and he only got 
that by monopolizing the 
media coverage and fid-
dling the results.

The 49 per cent of Turks 
who voted “No” against 
expanding Erdogan’s pow-
ers see him, quite rightly, 
as the end of real democ-
racy in Turkey, so he needs 
to wrong-foot them and 
keep his own supporters 
mobilized by inflaming 
public opinion with various 
nationalist grievances. This 
time it’s Cyprus.

Turkey refused to give 
up its right to intervene 
in Cyprus under the 1960 
agreement, or to withdraw 
the 35,000 soldiers it keeps 
stationed in the TRNC. So 
the deal collapsed, and it 
will be a long time before 
anybody tries again. If ever. 

But in the circumstances, 
it is very unlikely that the 
United Nations will pull its 
peacekeepers out.

Only 24% Canadian CFOs report their companies allow all 
employees to attend professional education courses while at work. 
Another 17% say it depends on the employee. More than half of 
firms rarely or never let any staff take classes during business 
hours.

 » An open letter from 53 economists in support of the province’s plan to raise the 
minimum wage to $15 an hour

“Today, Ontario’s minimum wage is $11.40 per hour. Adjusted for 
inflation, this is barely one dollar higher than its value in 1977. Yet 
over the same four decades, the average productivity of workers 
has increased by 40%. And the prevalence of minimum wage work 
is spreading. Around 1 in 10 Ontario workers make minimum wage 
today, with a large increase in this proportion over the last two 
decades.”

 » From the July 16, 2005 edition of The Observer

First it was Naugatuck, then Uniroyal, Crompton and now Elmira’s 
largest chemical producer will change its name to Chemtura, after 
its U.S.-based  parent company merged with a rival manufacturer. 
Crompton Corporation formally merged with Great Lakes Chemical 
in an all-stock transaction 2.2 shares of Crompton stock for each GLC 
share.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

Elmira could use a 
large apartment 
complex for 
seniors

To the Editor,
RE: “AGE FRIENDLY PLAN 
needs to jibe with dollars 
and sense “ (Observer, May 
18/17).

Not being a member of 
council or a town planner, 
I do not understand what 
the obstacles are to having 
a large seniors’ apartment 
building in the south end 
of Elmira, near the grocery 
stores and restaurants. 
Apartment buildings do 
not require taxpayers’ dol-
lars, as they are privately 
owned.

There are many beauti-
ful, large older houses scat-
tered throughout Elmira 
that have been made into 
apartments. While this is 
profitable for the owners, it 
appears to have many dis-

advantages for seniors.
1. No elevators. Seniors 

with arthritis or heart prob-
lems need elevators.

2. Not soundproof. Stairs 
and doors closing and 
young families renting up-
stairs can be noisy.

3. No socialization. In 
many cases, seniors are 
isolated in such apart-
ments.

4. Not on the bus route. 
Seniors who no longer 
drive need transporta-
tion to a multitude of ap-
pointments. We are very 
fortunate to have Kiwanis 
Transit and Community 
Care Concepts and volun-
teer drivers in Elmira, but 
pickups are scattered.

5. No accommodation for 
out of town parents who 
want to move to Elmira to 
be near their children in 
order to get personal help 
such as banking, powers of 
attorney, health decisions 
and social needs.

6. No accommodation 
for local seniors who can 
no longer maintain their 

single-family homes.
7. No accommodation for 

seniors who cannot afford 
to buy a condo and have 
enough money left over for 
food.

8. No accommodation for 
seniors who do not want to 
get involved in real estate.

A large seniors’ apart-
ment building with 100 
units means social time 
for residents (they already 
know many of their neigh-
bours). A bus two or three 
times a day to grocery 
stores, medical centres, the 

library or seniors’ centre 
at a minimum cost would 
be easy to organize. Meals 
on Wheels or dining room 
service could be another 
feature, plus an exercise 
room, and party room 
availability. 

Elderly people have 
many talents and organiza-
tional abilities. There must 
be some reason why Wool-
wich council is reluctant 
to authorize a new large 
seniors’ complex.

M.L. ISRAEL | ELMIRA
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As the model stands just 
now, however, there’s no 
incentive to save time and 
money on the part of gov-
ernment or the contractors, 
bonuses for early comple-
tion notwithstanding. It’s 
increasingly common to 
see penalties for delays, but 
those are often explained 
away such that munici-
palities don’t apply them. 
Moreover, such costs are of-
ten built into the contracts, 
or simply tacked on as ex-

KANNON: Officials in no hurry 
to change road work status quo
FROM | 9 tras – almost invariably, the 

taxpayers pick up the tab, 
no matter who’s at fault.

Bureaucrats seeking 
to third-party all of the 
work and all of the poten-
tial blame if – well, let’s 
be real, when – there are 
screw-ups, delays and 
budget overruns also add 
to the cost and to the time-
lines. 

While the Conestogo 
project is a little ahead 
of schedule at this point, 
don’t expect the model to 
change anytime soon.
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SPORTS
GOLF / TOP OF THE CLASS

U19 girls’ provincial champs 
crowned at Elmira Golf Club

GALEA | 13

OPEN
COUNTRY

Nature can 
add a sense 
of urgency 
when it gets 
competitive

THIS MORNING I READ 
a story about a marathon 
runner who recently 
claimed to outrun two 
black bears. Having 
watched many black bears 
sprint off into parts un-
known, I can’t help but 
wonder how this could 
even happen.

As anyone who has even 
witnessed it knows, bears 
are a surprisingly fast ani-
mal for short distances. 

On the other hand, mara-
thon runners are slow and 
steady for long distances. 

On the surface, it appears 
that the bears should have 
caught up to the man. 

And they would have, 
too, if not for the motiva-
tion factor.

It goes something like 
this.

The bears probably 
looked at the marathon 
runner and noticed that 
he looked kind of tough 
and scrawny. These long 
distance athletes, after all, 
are essentially skin, bones, 
tight muscles and sinew. 
Oh and they are covered 
in sweat too. You’ve got to 
admit that doesn’t exactly 
sound appetizing and cer-
tainly not something an 
alpha predator would put 
on the afterburners for – 
unless it was desperate.  

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

Emily Zhu, Ellie Szeryk and Sarah Beqaj  following the completion of the 2017 Investor Group Ontario Junior Girls’ Championships July 7 in Elmira. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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ELMIRA GOLF CLUB WAS host to 
the 2017 Investor Group Ontario 
Junior Girls’ Championship for 
the first time. 

The annual championship 
features Ontario’s best amateur 
female and male golfers age 18 
and under. 

Elmira’s offer to host the girls’ 
tournament was accepted by 
Golf Ontario, to which the club 
belongs.

Organizers from Golf Ontario 
say it is a big commitment for a 
course and its members to host 
the four-day event and thanked 
the club, their staff and volun-
teers for doing so. 

London’s Ellie Szeryk claimed 
the title July 7 after three days of 
play, topping her win off with set-
ting a course record in her third 
round. 

Elmira had one sole junior boy 
participating in the 2017 Investors 
Group Ontario Junior Boys’ Cham-

ALI WILSON

GOLF | 12

LOOKING TO DEVELOP A 
multi-use trail based on the 
Grand River and its tribu-
taries, a volunteer group is 
seeking the support of mu-
nicipalities in the water-
shed. Last week, it touted 
the benefits of the project 
to Wellesley council.

The Grand Trails Proj-
ect is a vision to create a 
unique recreational experi-
ence through a network of 
connected trails following 

Volunteer group seeks Wellesley’s support in new trail bid
The Grand Trails Project looks to make use of the Grand River as the root of heritage trail system

ALI WILSON the Grand River and its 
tributaries from the source 
in the Dundalk highlands 
to the mouth at Lake Erie 
using a combination of 
existing and new land and 
water trails.

“The unique feature of 
this project is that it wants 
to include the river as a 
trail,” said the organiza-
tion’s Anne Crowe on July 
4 in Crosshill council 
chambers. “Which takes us 
back to our heritage when 
the river in fact, for the in-

digenous and early settlers, 
was an important trail be-
fore there were roads. This 
would be a really unique 
recreation experience.” 

Crowe requested the 
township’s approval in 
principal for the concept, 
noting that the group 
would very much appreci-
ate the support of regional 
staff in making the Grand 
Trail a reality and provid-
ing a letter of support to 
help with future funding 
applications.

The trails will provide 
connections to Lake On-
tario, Lake Huron and 
Georgian Bay through 
other major regional trails, 
inline with the Ontario 
Trail Strategy. 

“We have been trying 
to make it clear to the 
province that this is very 
important as the spine of 
their whole trail strategy,” 
she said. 

The vision of the vol-
unteers is to develop the 
Grand River watershed into 

a living storybook, one that 
will connect people and 
communities through heri-
tage, cultural and outdoor 
experiences.

“This is not just about 
racing from point A to 
point B. It is about partici-
pating in the watershed,” 
she said. “If you think 
about it, kids these days are 
very nature-deprived. Take 
them out on the river, and 
you can talk about heri-

TRAILS | 12



12 | SPORTS THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JULY 13, 2017

CALL 519-206-0336CONESTOGO www.koebelhcm.com
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

 Rebates up to $1400
 Financing Available

Sales, Service & Installation

UPGRADEUPGRADEUPGRADEUPGRADEUPGRADEUPGRADEUPGRADEUPGRADEUPGRADEUPGRADE

TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!TODAY!
YOUR AYOUR AYOUR AYOUR AYOUR AYOUR AYOUR AYOUR A////YOUR A/YOUR AYOUR A/YOUR A CCC/C//C/YOUR A/C$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200$5200

FURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACE && A A A A A A A& A&& A& //////// A/ A A/ A CC/C//C//C//C//C/
   PACKAGES   PACKAGES   PACKAGES   PACKAGES   PACKAGES   PACKAGES   PACKAGES   PACKAGES   PACKAGES   PACKAGES
FURNACE & A/C
   PACKAGES
STARTINGSTARTINGSTARTINGSTARTINGSTARTINGSTARTINGSTARTINGSTARTING

 AT AT AT
STARTING

 AT

CALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILS

!"#$%&'"(&)*+!"#$%&'()*!'+,!-+./&$+0#+1'2!
3'+'%#0#+1)

,(-."%/-&0)*+)1$&"%2** 

34567873496:)9;;!;!)<=5)
5;:;458>)79)146;5)?494@;?;96)!;87:7=9)

?4A79@ 
  

!"#$%"#&''()*+#,'%#-'&.*/""%0#,%'1#2'*"0/'+'3#!)*/"%4'.%*"3#$*5#!"0/#
6'*/%'0"#$%"$0#',#!''&7)89#:'7*09);#/'#/$("#;$%/#)*#$#0/.5<#$4'./#

;.4&)8#;$%/)8);$/)'*#)*###
7$/"%#1$*$+"1"*/#5"8)0)'*#1$()*+= 

>0#$#;$%/)8);$*/#)*#/9)0#0/.5<3#<'.#7)&&#4"#$0("5#/'#$//"*5#$#7'%(09';#$/#
'.%#8'1;./"%#&$4'%$/'%<#$/#/9"#?*)-"%0)/<#',#!$/"%&''#79"%"#<'.#7)&&#

8'1;&"/"#$#8'1;./"%@4$0"5#0.%-"<#$4'./#$#7$/"%#1$*$+"1"*/#
5"8)0)'*#)*#<'.%#$%"$=#>/#/9$/#/)1"3#<'.#7)&&#$&0'#4"#$0("5#/'#8'1;&"/"#$#

09'%/#0.%-"<#$4'./#<'.%#"A;"%)"*8"#7)/9#/9"#8'1;./"%#;%'+%$1=#
2'1;./"%#0()&&0#$%"#*'/#%"B.)%"5#,'%#;$%/)8);$/)'*= 

C'.%#;$%/)8);$/)'*#7)&&#)*-'&-"#'*"#0"00)'*3##
79)89#)0#$;;%'A)1$/"&<#!"##1)*./"0= 

D*#$;;%"8)$/)'*#,'%#<'.%#/)1"3#<'.#7)&&#%"8")-"#$#%&'(%$)*#+&'*),#+$&*#-),.#
$#/$01'#23#456#$7*#$#8'+27*#%&'(%$)*#+&'*),#+$&*#-),.#$#/$01'#23#45#,2#
$++2992*$,'#,&$/'0#+28,8#$882+)$,'*#-),.#%$&,)+)%$,)27:#;21#-)00#$082#
.$/'#,.'#2%,)27#,2#<'#'7,'&'*#)7#$#*&$-#,2#-)7#$#=)3,#<$8>',#3&29#$#02+$0#

?$,'&022#<18)7'88:#
 

E'%#1'%"#)*,'%1$/)'*#$4'./#/9)0#0/.5<3#'%#/'#-'&.*/""%#,'%#/9)0#0/.5<3##
;&"$0"#8'*/$8/F#
@)927'#A.)0%2,#

B'2=&$%.C#$7*#D7/)&279'7,$0#E$7$='9'7,#
$/#

0;9)&;'/G.7$/"%&''=8$ 

6B-/)/&CD0)B$/)E""()%".-"F"D)E0G)$(D)%"H"-."D)"&B-H/)H2"$%$(H"))
&B%*CIB)$),(-."%/-&0)*+)1$&"%2**)5"/"$%HB);&B-H/)8*''-&&""J)

BFGoodrichCanada

(1989) Ltd.

DOING IT RIGHT
SINCE 1933

We also offer complete lines 
of high quality tires such as

1370 KING ST N.
St. Jacobs, ON

(519) 664-3412 | thomantireservice.ca

pionship at The Rock Golf 
Club in Minnet. Although 
he didn’t make the cut at 
the tournament, 15 year-old 
Isiah Katsube had a good 
learning experience compet-
ing on the toughest course 
that he has ever played.

Golf Ontario spokesman 
Darren Matte said although 
the tournaments cap off 
the final junior event they 
host during the year, top 

players go on to the nation-
al championship.

“These junior tourna-
ments are the top level of 
competition in the prov-
ince and a stepping stone 
to Golf Canada’s national 
championships as play-
ers can earn quota spots 
by competing and placing 
well in Ontario Champion-
ships,” he said. “They are 
important because they 
provide the best competi-
tion for junior players.”

tage, ecology, history, geog-
raphy, landscape, as well as 
physical activity. You can 
have the whole curriculum 
in one afternoon in the 
river, make it real to them.”

Another goal of the trail 
is to encourage communi-
ty-focused cultural, heri-
tage, educational, athletic 
and spiritual events on and 
around the river, acknowl-
edging indigenous connec-
tions with the waterway.

“We have included Six 
Nations in our discussions 
because, as you know, six 

miles on either side of the 
Grand River was given by 
treaty to the indigenous 
people and much of it was 
sold off,” she said. “We 
want to acknowledge those 
connections and help bring 
the two communities clos-
er together.”

Crowe said they want to 
be inclusive to everyone, 
providing people of all 
ages, interests and abilities 
a place on the trail.

In explaining the ben-
efits of the trail, Crowe 
touched on the improve-
ment the trail would make 
to public health, the envi-

ronmental footprint and 
local tourism in the area. 

“It will create recre-
ational opportunities and 
tourism opportunities,” she 
said. “Bike tourism is enor-
mous, and Ontario has re-
ally missed the boat on it.” 

Crowe said the costs to 
the municipalities involved 
would simply be to take care 
of their own existing infra-
structure – making the deci-
sion regarding investment 
to their portion of the trail. 

“This project relies on 
the municipalities and 
other trail owners such as 
Grand River Conservation 

TRAILS: Helping people to make a connection with the Grand River’s culture and heritage
FROM | 11 Authority doing whatever 

you’re doing already,” she 
said. “This doesn’t make 
you do anything – we are 
not asking you to invest 
money. We are just trying 
to coordinate the projects 
that already exist and bring 
in provincial and federal 
funds to fill in the gap.”

The volunteer group 
expects the project to at-
tract provincial and federal 
infrastructure investment 
and sponsorship money. 
Additional costs will come 
with the placement of sig-
nage, a webpage, mapping 
apps, and access points 

and amenities.
“This would be as much 

a resource for local people 
as it would be for others,” 
she said.

Mayor Joe Nowak 
agreed, mentioning that 
he often hears from local 
residents about their en-
joyment of trails, but the 
hassle they go through hav-
ing to travel to places such 
as Elmira and further to 
reach them.

“Thank you very much 
this is a great initiative,” 
he said before moving to 
have staff create a report 
to endorse the project for-

mally at the next council 
meeting.

Brant County, Brantford, 
Haldimand County, the 
City of Cambridge, the 
City of Kitchener, the City 
of Waterloo, the Region of 
Waterloo, Six Nations of the 
Grand and the Grand Val-
ley Trail Association cur-
rently endorse the project.

The Grand River Water-
shed is the largest water-
shed in southern Ontario, 
stretching 300 kilometres 
from Dundalk to Lake Erie, 
with major tributaries be-
ing Conestogo, Speed, Era-
mosa and Nith rivers.

THE YOUNG MEMBERS OF 
the Woolwich Youth Soccer 
Club are steadily winding 
down their games for the 
summer after a more or 
less steady season – in-
clement weather aside.

“We’ve had a couple of 
rainouts,” said club vice-

Woolwich Youth Soccer house league teams now winding down their season
FAISAL ALI president Andrea Richards, 

but otherwise it’s been 
another fun season for the 
house leagues.

And having fun is re-
ally the name of the game, 
especially for the younger 
players, she said.

“Our littlest guys – 3-6 
year-olds – they play 
against each other. They 

have kind of a half-hour of 
practice time and then a 
half-hour or so of game,” 
explains Richards. “As 
game as you can get with a 
3- to 6-year-old.

“So very, very basic,” she 
adds. “Lots of touches on 
the ball, that kind of thing, 
just to get them used to us-
ing their feet, for sure – and 

no hands.”
The 7- to 10-year-olds, 

assumedly aware that 
soccer is played with the 
feet and football with the 
hands, still keep things 
within the Woolwich Town-
ship.

“We do actually have 
one team that is from St. 
Clements in our U10 boys 

that have joined are house 
league because they are too 
far from anyone else,” says 
Richards.

“Then our older kids, the 
11- to 16-year-olds, we play 
with St. Clements, Welles-
ley and Wilmot, so they 
are travelling to those four 
centres, basically.”

The younger house 

league teams have been 
playing regularly since May 
15, and are due to play their 
final games starting next 
week. The older rep teams, 
like the Wolfpack U13 girls 
who made it into the Wood-
stock Tournament finals 
this year, will continue 
playing until the end of 
summer.

GOLF: Top junior players now 
advance to the nationals
FROM | 11

Ellie Szeryk during her last putt at the Elmira Golf Club to snag the U19 provincial championship.  [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Conversely, the runner 
had plenty of motivation. 
No one wants to end up be-
ing the blue plate special.

Besides, one bear in pur-
suit is typically enough to 
make most normal people 
achieve speeds that would 
make Usain Bolt envious. 
Two bears in pursuit gener-
ally causes sonic booms 
and land speed records to 
be broken. 

Heck, I once got startled 

by a bigger than average 
black squirrel and did the 
hundred metres in 8 sec-
onds. It would have been 
faster had it not been up a 
sheer cliff.

Obviously, these two 
differences in motivation 
worked in the favour of the 
runner. And that’s a good 
thing. 

Having said this, I’ve 
got to wonder if we could 
make the Olympics, or 
track and field in general, 
a little more exciting by 

incorporating large preda-
tory animals. We could 
place cheetahs behind 
runners for the short 
sprinting events and angry 
rogue elephants for the 
longer stuff. Heck, and 
why not have athletes pole 
vault over a moat filled 
with Nile crocodiles?

Have we learned nothing 
from the ancient Romans? 
The spectators would love 
it, especially, if we included 
a few lions.

The only issue with all 

of this is that we would 
have to create a new class 
of records. For instance, 
there would be the stan-
dard high jump record 
and the high jump re-
cord with vicious dog. Of 
course, you would have 
to watch those Russians 
because you just know 
they would probably use 
performance enhancing 
animals like dogs with 
rabies or skunks.

But can you imagine the 
440-metre butterfly stroke 

with great white sharks? 
Talk about a nail-biter. 

I guess the realization 
I’ve just come to is that a 
lot of animals are skilled at 
making us run.

In the old days before 
we got all civilized, if you 
wanted to work out all 
you had to do was go for a 
walk near a hungry pack 
of wolves. If you found 
the right animals, you’d 
very likely get a chance to 
sprint, swim and do a chin 
up on a low tree branch. 

And there would be no an-
nual fees!

As for that marathon 
runner, I’m so happy that 
he lived to tell about that 
chase. But, between you 
and me, I also feel like he 
probably wasn’t in that 
much danger to begin with. 
This happened in summer 
and there is a ton of bear 
food in the woods for the 
taking.

And, let’s be honest, 
there are not many crea-
tures who enjoy fast food.

GALEA: There are more than a few natural incentives for the outdoorsman interested in records
FROM | 11

Baseball enthusiasts 
in south Woolwich will 
see their 2017 season come 
to an end this weekend, 
after another successful 
year of rec. baseball.

The South Woolwich 
Minor Baseball League 
provides 375 girls and boys 
from 4 to 14 years of age 
the opportunity to play in a 
co-ed recreational baseball 
league.

Teaching kids the fun-
damentals of baseball, hit-
ting, catching, throwing, 
and running, youth enroll 
from Woolwich and Welles-
ley townships and the sur-
rounding rural areas.

“It is recreational and 
it is also co-ed – there 
are boys and girls on the 
teams. The main focus is 
fun and just developing 
friendships,” said Laurie 
Wittie, vice-president of 
the league.

She  joined four years 
ago with the league when 
her children, now 11 and 14, 
began playing. 

“I got involved because 
my children were playing 
in the league. It is a volun-
teer position, and in order 
to keep this organization 
running we need parents 
wanting to step up and vol-
unteer,” she said. “I wanted 
to make sure that there was 
a league for my kids and for 
neighbours and friends to 
play.”

Vice-president for the 
past two years, she says the 
unique league offers both 
girls and boys the opportu-
nity to learn the game and 
develop skills – together.

“It’s fun. It keeps it inter-
esting, and we have some 
really strong girls that play 
ball. By far the numbers of 
boys to girls are probably 
3-1, but there are more girls 
coming up and starting 
with T-ball,” she said. “[The 
league] provides some en-
joyment and fun learning 
sportsmanship, and a little 
bit more about the funda-

South Woolwich Minor Baseball League sees continued increase in participation levels

Another home-run for house league in townships

ALI WILSON mentals of baseball.”
Youth play from May 15 

to July 15. Wittie says the 
shorter season provides 
kids the opportunity to 
have a baseball season 
but not one that takes 
over both their summer 
vacation and their parents’ 
time.

“We don’t have a long 
season because we found 
that we don’t want to 
encroach on peoples holi-
days. We start the week of 
May 15 and we run to July 
15, so it is a two-month sea-
son. Our younger kids play-
ing once a week and kids 
8-14 play twice a week,” 
she said. “We find from the 
parents that they really like 
the length of the season – 
we are lucky that we get to 
start in May.”

With 35 teams in the 
league, the majority of the 
375 players fall under the 
age bracket of 6-8 years 
of age – after T-ball, but 
before more competitive 
leagues begin. 

Split into four leagues, 
each age group is taught 
new skills and given the 
opportunity to continue to 
fall in love with the sport as 
play continues. 

T-Ball is an entry-level 
league that introduces 
young players to baseball 
by hitting from an adjust-
able batting tee on small 
teams – 8 to 10 players. 
Minor and Major Rookie 
bridges the gap between 
T-ball and regular baseball, 
designed to ease players 
into pitching and develop 
fundamental skills and 
rules – essentially provid-
ing an introduction to the 
sport players will know 
through the rest of their 
careers. Junior and Senior 
Ball builds on the Rookie 
program to further develop 
skills as the players prog-
ress in age, and Intermedi-
ate Ball provides youth a 
fun and encouraging atmo-
sphere to enjoy the sport 
and develop friendships.

The league, which has 

been running since 2000, 
has seen steady growth.

“We have seen more 
kids coming up wanting to 
play baseball, interested in 
the sport, than there has 
been in the past number 
of years,” she said. “We are 
up another 50 kids so we 
had a good year last year. 
We had 325 kids and now 
we have 375. We are looking 
forward to increasing our 
numbers.”

The season wraps up 
with tournaments and fun 
days before sending players 
off to enjoy the rest of their 
summer.

“We wrap up the season 
with tournaments and fun 
days,” she said. “And then 
the kids have the rest of the 
summer and on to focus on 
playing with their friends – 
it is a good season.”

Registration for next year 
starts in January of 2018 
via the organization’s web-
site, www.woolwichbase-
ball.com. 

The South Woolwich Baseball League 
winds down its season this week. Running 
from mid-May to mid-July, the schedule 
recognizes vacation times.
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THE ONTARIO AMATEUR 
SOFTBALL Association 
Masters and Legends pro-
vincial championships will 
be in St. Clements again 
this weekend. 

This is the third year 
that the Twin Centre Minor 
Fastball has hosted the 
tournament.

“They do an outstanding 
job, bottom line,” said Mike 
Goodridge organizer of the 
OASA provincial champi-
onship tournament, noting 
that he has had nothing 
but great experiences 
working with Trevor Hehn 
the coordinator of local 
minor baseball in Wellesley 

Township over the past 
three years.

Although it is a province-
wide tournament, they find 
themselves returning to 
St. Clements each year for 
all the village provides to 
guests and their families.

“The teams love to come 
to St. Clements. They al-
ways ask me ‘where are 
we going next year?’ It is 
a great facility and it has 
worked out really, really 
well,” he said. “It really is 
a joy. It is a small-town at-
mosphere, the wives can go 
to the market in St. Jacobs 
and all of the other things 
that make it very attrac-
tive.”

He went on to say that he 

especially likes having the 
tournament there because 
of where the profits go.

“The proceeds of the 
tournament go to the 
Wellesley Twin Centre 
Minor Fastball, and I know 
that any profits that they 
make go back into minor 
ball,” he said. “They put it 
back into the community; 
that is great.”

Goodridge has been or-
ganizing the OASA provin-
cial championships for five 
years now.

“It is something that I 
really enjoy, it is a passion 
for me,” he said, noting the 
immense amount of help 
he receives organizing the 
event. “That is why I like to 

come to St Clements – it is 
a great facility.”

In order to participate 
on a masters team, com-
petitors must be 40-plus 
years of age, while to be 
eligible in the Legends, 
competitors must be 50 or 
older.

There will be eight mas-
ters teams coming into 
town from St. Thomas, 
Waterdown, Waterloo, Wel-
lington, Cobourg, Kitch-
ener, West Carleton and 
Whitby, and four Legends 
teams originating from 
Sudbury, Toronto, Water-
down and Waterloo.

There are a few local 
teams to focus on during 
game play – the Waterloo 

Legends are beginning 
their four-year journey to 
the world masters games 
in Tokyo in 2021, the Wa-
terloo XCoppers have been 
devoted participants of the 
tournament for 19 years 
and the Wellington Sox are 
returning this year with a 
very good team.

Players come to the tour-
nament for more than just 
good fastball, explained 
Goodridge.

 “The camaraderie,” he 
said. “They have played the 
game for many, many years 
playing against different 
opponents from across the 
province and this is the 
one time a year they all get 
together,” he said. “When 

the games are on, they are 
very competitive. But once 
the game is over, the cama-
raderie among the teams 
is fantastic. The friend-
ships that are made is what 
makes the tournament 
what it is.”

Starting Friday evening, 
the tournament play runs 
through Saturday, with the 
championships on Sunday 
at 2:45 p.m. and 4 p.m.

During the tournament, 
Darren Zack will be formal-
ly inducted into the OASA 
Hall of Fame and three ball 
players, Barry Hammond, 
Craig Minifie and Brian 
McGuire will be recognized 
by the Ontario Masters Hall 
of Fame.

They’re always happy to play ball in St. Clements
Village is hosting Ontario Amateur Softball Association Masters and Legends provincial championships this weekend

Getting
your
kickskicks
by ali wilson

THE 2017 CASE IH 
Ultimate Rodeo 
Tour made a stop 
at Calhoun Stables 
in Breslau on July 
7.

The one-day 
rodeo, which has 
been coming to 
the area for 20 
years, brought in 
an audience of 
more than 1,000 
last week to watch 
steer wrestling, 

roping, bareback 
and saddle bronc 
riding. Although 
all full-scale west-
ern rodeo events 
ran through the 
evening, the bull 
riding took a dark 
turn when a pho-
tographer was 
struck by a bull. 

Norm Betts, long 
time photographer 
of the rodeo, took a 
quick glance down 

at his camera when 
he was hit by the 
animal. Making 
contact before he 
had the opportu-
nity to react, the 
bull knocked him 
to the ground. 
Betts was taken to 
the Guelph Gen-
eral Hospital with 
cracked ribs and 
sternum. He is ex-
pected to make a 
speedy recovery. Visitors got a taste of the real thing last Friday at Calhoun Stables in Breslau, with cowgirls and cowboys leaving it all in the dirt competing in a variety of western rodeo events.

ALI WILSON
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FIELD
NOTES

Known for their products 
pertaining directly to the 
root crop and vegetable in-
dustries, the business saw a 
need to automate the record 
keeping jobs and precise 
logging data for harvest 
dates, times and locations 
necessary to keeping with 
food safety regulations – 
but time consuming for 
businesses. 

“Our product really fits 
into that. It automates a lot 
of the steps that they have 
to comply with, but it also 

VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTSTECHNOLOGY / GRANTS FOR INNOVATION

A boost for companies finding 
tech solutions for ag. sector

Mental health chal-
lenges on the farm are 
not restricted to operators, 
or even their spouses … 
they affect their kids, too. 
And these challenges hap-
pen all over the world.

That’s one reason the 
Global 4-H Network Sum-
mit dedicated a session to 
mental health and aware-
ness when leaders from 
70 countries converged in 
Ottawa this week. This is 
4-H’s second global sum-
mit, with more than 500 
4-H youth, professionals 
and volunteer leaders ex-
pected.  

Yesterday, the final day 
of the summit, included a 
presentation from the Scot-
tish Association of Young 
Farmers Clubs called “Men-
tal Health – Breaking the 
Stigma – Are Ewe OK?”

This session highlights a 
program and social media 
campaign the association 
started last year in re-
sponse to pressures on the 
UK farming industry.

In Scotland, statistics 
show nine out of 10 young 
people facing poor mental 
health receive negative 
treatment from others.

Scottish association 
chair Stuart Jamieson cited 
estimates that one-quarter 

Youth talk 
mental 
health 
at 4-H 
summit
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Local company among this year’s recipients of seed funding, recognized for its innovative products

GREENTRONICS | 16

Bill Menkveld of Elmira-based Greentonics Ltd., a recent recipient of seed funding to help with the development of the company’s product line. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Elmira-based Green-
tronics Ltd. is one of the 
ten southwestern Ontario 
recipients of new seed fund-
ing grants, recognized for 
its agricultural technology.

The grants are provided 
by Bioenterprise Corpora-
tion, a national, non-profit 
business accelerator in the 
agricultural technology 
sector. 

The program is delivered 
by Innovation Guelph, 
which provides mentor-
ship and business support 
programs to help innovative 
enterprises. 

This year, $300,000 was 
distrubuted.

The recipients selected 
are typically innovative ear-
ly-stage Ontario businesses 
in the agriculture and 
agri-food, sustainable and 
environmental technology, 
advanced manufacturing, 
and social innovation sec-
tors. They’re provided up to 
$30,000 in non-repayable 
seed financing, accompa-
nied by coaching and men-
torship.

Greentronics developed 
RiteTrace, a fully auto-
mated traceability system 
that lets growers of root veg-
etables automatically track 
their produce from the field 
into precise built storage 
locations. The technology 
caught the eye of granters 
and lead to them receiving 
the full $30,000 in seed 
funding.

“It was really neat how 
this came together,” said 
Bill Menkveld of Greentron-

ics Ltd. “The funding has 
been helpful in a way to 
encourage us to keep going 
with the development, so 
we have done a tremendous 
amount.”

The seed funding is 
meant to support final de-
velopment of sensors and 
coding for the system as 
well as marketing, sales and 
intellectual property pro-
tection activities.

“Greentronics utilized the 
grant to fund advanced cod-
ing development in the de-
velopment of in-field wire-
less data transfer software, 

an Android app, and data 
processing development. 
The seed funds were also 
utilized for the creation of 
multimedia marketing ma-
terials, including marketing 
videos, trade show banners 
and resources, and general 
advertising,” said Jenni-
fer Kalanda, marketing 
manager for Bioenterprise 
Corporation, noting that the 
seed funding was also used 
for IP patent protection and 
assisted in streamlining 
their services.

The company designs 
and manufactures elec-

tronic control products for 
various uses across the agri-
culture industry, including 
a sprayer boom controller, 
working depth controller 
and yield monitor, among 
other products.

Founded in 1994, Green-
tronics has had extensive 
experience with electronic 
design and farm equipment 
– allowing them to make 
the best use of the latest 
technology, while ensur-
ing that their products are 
practical and reliable for 
everyday use in farming 
operations.    

ALI WILSON
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of its county’s population 
will face mental health 
challenges during their 
lifetime.

He says if those same 
figures apply to the young 
farmers’ association – and 
there’s no reason to think 
they don’t – that’s more 
than 800 of its members.

So the “Are Ewe OK?” 
program “aims to educate 
members about mental 
health, so they have a bet-
ter understanding of the 
topic, can help others, 
understand that mental 
health is just as important 
as physical health and so 
that we can break the stig-
ma surrounding the topic,” 
it says.

And, it notes, making use 
of social media means such 
campaigns don’t require 
big budgets, another point 
that will be made at the 
summit.

Erin Smith, 4-H Canada 
program director and 2017 
Global 4-H Network Sum-

mit Program co-chair, says 
4-H, as an organization, 
believes in promoting the 
health and well-being – 
both mental and physical 
– of youth and their com-
munities.

“Through our positive 
youth development mod-
el, we are empowering 
young people to address 
many issues they care 
about and find solutions 
to the challenges they 
face,” she says.

“As our youth members 
tell us, mental health is an 
important component of 
healthy living. It’s impor-
tant for us to have focus at 
the Global Summit on the 
Environment and Healthy 
Living, one of our key pro-
grammatic areas to support 
dialogue among youth 
leaders and professionals.”

Mental health awareness 
continues to gain momen-
tum. Research emerged 
from a survey of more than 
1,000 farmers by Univer-
sity of Guelph researcher 
Andria Jones-Bitton last 

year showing as many as 
one-third may be suffering 
from depression.

The survey found 45 per 
cent of respondents had 
high stress. Another 58 per 
cent were classified with 
varying levels of anxiety, 
and 35 per cent with de-
pression.

Overall, those figures 
were two to four times 
higher than farmers stud-
ied in the United Kingdom 
and Norway, Jones-Bitton 
said.

That news was like a dam 
waiting to break. Headlines 
have flooded farm and ur-
ban media about the mat-
ter, and the reasons behind 
it – isolation and loneli-
ness, among them, and a 
general unwillingness by 
the stoic farm community 
to discuss such intimate 
matters.

But the mood has 
changed, and mental 
health is near or at the top 
of farm group agendas ev-
erywhere – including the 
agendas of the very young. 

ROBERTS: Bringing issues out of the shadows
FROM | 15

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/waste

Smell the flowers,  
not your green bin

Do not use regular plastic bags or biodegradable 
bags in the green bin. They do not compost.

Lining your 
green bin
The hot days of summer are 
not a problem when you line 
your green bin!

Line your bin with:
• Paper liners and paper bags

• Certified Compostable bags      
with these logos:

519-575-4400  TTY 519-575-4608
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/waste

Space provided through a partnership between industry
and Ontario municipalities to support waste diversion programs.

Services available in Ontario through Canada Brokerlink (Ontario) Inc.  ™ BrokerLink & Design is a trademark of Canada Brokerlink Inc. and used under license. © Copyright 2017 
Canada Brokerlink Inc. All rights reserved. 

WE’RE FOR INSURANCE 
THAT’S A ‘SWEET’ DEAL.

Why drive all the way into the city, 
when BrokerLink is located right here 
in Elmira? This is our home too, so we 
understand how to best protect the 
things you love. 

Our local experts will help you find 
coverage to fits you best. Best of all, 
we’re right here in town.

519.669.1661 | 11 Arthur St. S.

Call or visit today for a no 
obligation quote on your 
home or car insurance.

allows for them to track 
quality characteristics,” 
said Menkveld, noting that 
the product allows grow-
ers to monitor successful 
crops all the way from the 
field through to the storage 
process, and vice-versa, to 
figure out where in the pro-
cess chain any problem has 
occurred.

Kalanda said the El-
mira business received seed 
funding due to multiple fac-
tors, including their strong 
team of subject matter 
experts and the innovative 
technology demonstrated 
through RiteTrace.

GREENTRONICS: Using tech to find solutions
FROM | 15 The RiteTrace program 

makes use of existing farm 
equipment in the field 
to create data files. The 
stacker is equipped with 
a number of sensors to 
precisely track and record 
the position of the unload-
ing point over time. Data 
is then assembled through 
custom software developed 
by Greentronics for  cus-
tomer interpretation.

Greentronics products 
sell throughout North 
America and have reached 
across the world to the Unit-
ed Kingdom, South Africa, 
Norway, Australia and New 
Zealand.

“It finds a place all over 

now,” said Menkveld of the 
product. 

Though its reach is 
global, the company is very 
happy to be based in the 
township. 

“Elmira is a really nice 
community to be. We have 
an enormous variety of agri-
culture right around us,” he 
said. “It is a very prosperous 
area; we are very blessed to 
be here.”

Looking forward, he said 
he is unsure of what the 
future holds for Greentron-
ics, but the goals is to build 
a business with legs so 
that the next generation of 
Menkvelds can continue on 
with it. 

The “Welcome to Alma” signs are showcasing the Canada 150 tulips that the Alma Sparks, Guides and Brownies planted with the Alma 
Garden Club last fall. Here, Alma Garden Club president Sharon Grose checks out the blooms at the flower box on south end of the village.

IN THE SPIRIT OF CANADA 150
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

Meanwhile, back at the ranch … comedy ensues
Retiring from the farm to the city, a couple fi nds everything isn’t as it appears in Drayton theatre’s production of Harvest

STEVE KANNON

HEADING INTO RETIRE-
MENT, A couple opts to sell 
the farm and move into 
the city. They do, however, 
keep the farmhouse, rent-
ing it out to someone they 
see as a nice young man. 
Their property becomes a 
marijuana grow-op, mak-
ing them unwitting partici-
pants in a world complete-
ly alien to them – one that 
provides plenty of laughs 
to those watching Harvest, 
now on stage at the Dray-
ton Festival Theatre.

Penned by Canadian 
playwright Ken Cameron, 
Harvest is based on real-
life events that befell his 
parents. While fictional-
ized, many of the same 
emotions are at play – this 
was the house where the 
author grew up, after all.

An unfortunate series of 
issues – financial stress, 
children who have no 
interest in carrying on 
the family business, and 
a rental agreement gone 
very wrong – unfold as 
Allan and Charlotte Dun-
canson seek their golden 
retirement. Having run 
the four-generation farm 
their entire 42-year mar-
riage, circumstances are 
now forcing them to retire 
to a condo in the city. In 
order to make ends meet 
and hold onto the home 
where memories and tradi-
tions live, they rent their 
farmhouse to a young man 
who claims to be an airline 
pilot. They think they’ve 
found the perfect tenant. 

Despite the circum-
stances, Harvest is an 
endearing depiction of the 
playwright’s lovingly-quar-

relsome parents. Cameron 
weaves humour, narrative, 
and fact into the story as 
he explores the state of ag-
riculture and independent 
farming in Canada, the 
influence of drug gangs on 
unsuspecting people, and 
the notions of aging and 
retirement.

The circumstances may 
not be run-of-the-mill, but 
the grow-op is really just 
a catalyst. Allan (Rob Mc-
Clure) and Charlotte (Ga-
brielle Jones) actually have 
no clue what’s happened 
to their house when they 
return to find it a mess and 
covered in mold, until they 
call in the authorities. Thus 
begins an unexpected, but 
hilarious, adventure.

“It’s not unusual for peo-
ple to sell the land or rent 
out the house. The unusual 
thing is that it’s turned into 
a grow-op,” said executive 
producer Max Reimer of 
the fish-out-of-water ele-
ment that lends the play its 
humour.

The comedy extends 
from the situation and the 
back-and-forth of a long-
married couple. And, given 
that two actors play all the 
characters, the audience 
has a lot of fun with the 
rapid-fire change from one 
character to another – the 
Hungarian neighbour, 
pushy real estate agent, 
hard-nosed insurance bro-
ker, gossipy church ladies, 
the cynical police detective 
… not to mention a fero-
cious guard dog

“It’s really a thrill to 
watch them do it. Rob Mc-
Clure and Gabrielle Jones 
are really at the top of their 
games,” said Reimer of the 
performances. 

Jones’ résumé includes 
several seasons at the 
Stratford and Shaw Festi-
vals, as well as the national 
tour of Mamma Mia!, 
among other notable roles. 
She previously appeared in 
Sexy Laundry, The Crazy 
Time and Brighton Beach 
Memoirs for Drayton Enter-
tainment. McClure is also 
a familiar face, having ap-
peared in The Odd Couple, 
Looking, Deathtrap, How 
the Other Half Loves, The 
Drawer Boy, and Caught 
in the Net, as well as in 
last season’s It Runs in the 

Family.
They make it fun for 

the audience – “The story 
brings you in” – in a way 
that people can relate, 
from the trusting naiveté of 
Allan and Charlotte to the 
suspicious neighbour, says 
Reimer.

“Even the perpetrators, 
we kinda get them – we see 
the humanity in the foul 
play.”

It’s the human elements 
that can really resonated 
with theatregoers, finding 
laughs in some serious cir-
cumstances. 

“A lot of the great com-
edy writing comes from 
some trying human ele-
ments,” he said.

In writing Harvest, Cam-
eron brought a personal 
touch to the story, having 
based the plot on the real-
life plight of his parents, 
Allister and Carolyn Cam-
eron. The couple retired 
from their Elgin County 
farm to a condo in town, 
selling the land and leasing 
the house, only to be con-
fronted with a surprising 
situation after the fact.

As this is light, summer-

Gabrielle Jones and Rob McClure rehearse a scene from Harvest, now on stage at the Drayton Festival Theatre. The show runs until July 30. [SUBMITTED]

time fare in the Drayton 
style, the takeaway mes-
sage is positive, however.

“You’re definitely going 
to come out feeling uplift-
ed. You’re definitely going 
to have some laughs.”

The Drayton Entertain-
ment production of Har-
vest runs through July 30 
at the Drayton Festival 
Theatre. Tickets are $46 
($27 for youths), available 
at the box office, online 
at www.draytonentertain-
ment.com or by calling the 
(519) 638-5555 or toll free at 
1-855-drayton (372-9866).

Sunday NightLYNN
RUSSWURM’S

CONCERT SERIES

/elmirasundayconcerts

Sponsors:

Aaron, Sandy
& Friends

ON STAGE: 

Sunday, July 16

FREE ★ 7-9 PM ★ GORE PARK, ELMIRA

Sunday Night
FREE 

THE OBSERVER PRESENTS

Lynn Russwurm
1930-2016
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CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED AUCTIONS

SAT. JULY 22 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale 
of quality brand named 
furniture from a Klondike 
Model Home to be held 
at 352 Joseph Schoerg 
Cres in Kitchener for 
Klondike Homes. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. JULY 26 at 10:00 
AM - Clearing auction sale 
of quality furniture; tools; 
household effects; antiques; 
primitives; collectables; 
and miscellaneous items 
to be held at the KW Khaki 
Club 2939 Nafziger Rd south 
of Wellesley for an area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF pickup 
trucks, JD riding lawn 
mower, tools and miscel-
laneous items, to be held at 
379 Gage Ave. in Kitchener 
(off Westmount Rd. South) 
for Robert Pieta Lawnscap-
ing, on Saturday, July 8th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451 

AUCTION SALE OF Dump 
truck, Trucks, backhoe, 
tools, antiques and miscel-
laneous items, to be held 
at 12 Grand Ave. in Kitchener 
(off Bridge St. East near 
Bloomingdale Rd.), for Lloyd 
R. Becker, on Saturday, July 
29th @ 9:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions 519-699-4451 or 
698-0138. 

WED. AUG 2 at 2:00 PM - 
Clearing auction sale of 
household effects; furni-
ture; antiques; and miscel-
laneous items to be held at 
67 Water St. in St. Jacob’s for 
Ken and Erma Baker. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

FOR SALE

12,000 BTU WINDOW air 
conditioner; 15” wood band 
saw; 6” bench grinder; Skil 
electric jig saw; 13” Ryobi 
planer; 3.5 electric impact 
driver; 1/2” bench drill 
press; 16” Poulan electric 
chainsaw; Jobmate electric 
jigsaw; 5000 lb capacity 
service jack; 12 ton hydraulic 
10” jack. 519-669-3527.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND LAWN 
SEED - Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. Delivery 
available. 519-635-8737.

ANTIQUES - VICTORIAN 
Walnut hall stand  $850; 
Oak Bow front china cabinet 
$1100; both in excellent con-
dition. 519-669-3535. 

AUCTIONS

FRIDAY JULY 21 at 4:00 PM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
quality furniture; household 
effects; tools; and miscel-
laneous items to be held at 
the Milverton Rec Complex 
40 Temperance Drive in 
Milverton for Garron (Garry) 
Irwin of Milverton. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, 
tools, household goods 
and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd, 2 
miles south of Wellesley, 
for Walter & Irene Nudyk, 
Winterbourne, Howard & 
Louise Dessler, Waterloo & 
additions, on Saturday, July 
22nd @ 10:00 a.m. Auction-
eers - Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451. 

2005 Manser Rd. Millbank, Ontario  N0K 1L0
519-656-2478

Professional Sprayer Applicator
Full Time Position

Company benefits/competitive wages

A basic knowledge of agricultural practices, 
mechanical skills, fertilizer and pesticides are 
required. The individual is responsible for handling 
chemicals and ensuring the applications are 
accurate. Other duties may include maintenance on 
equipment and in shop. 
All agricultural required certificates and licenses are 
assets, but can be acquired upon employment. 
Farming or agricultural background is a definite 
asset.
Only candidates selected for an interview will be 
contacted.
Please submit your resume to:  
gerberacres@gmail.com or Fax: 519-656-3313

A reputable family owned farming operation

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, family 
owned and operated feed company serving livestock 
and poultry producers in Ontario.
We currently have an opening for:

Truck Driver (DZ)-Part Time
This part time position will involve safe operation of a 
bag unit or bulk hopper bottom unit on Saturdays and 
holidays.
The successful applicant will have

• A valid commercial driver’s license
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relationships with 

co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively with 

customers.
At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in providing 
the finest in quality feeds and service to our customers 
in the livestock and poultry industries. Therefore, a 
background in agriculture is considered an asset.
To apply, forward your resume to: 

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited

2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON N0B 1V0

Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com
We appreciate all those who apply but only those 

selected for an interview will be contacted.

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

Full-time position available for production of light-gauge metal 
flashings and other building materials. An individual who has adept 
math skills and who can give attention to details and precise 
workmanship would be well suited for this position. Previous 
experience in metal fabricating or a background in frame building 
construction would be an asset.

Apply in person to: 7806 Sixth Line, Drayton
or contact us at: 519-638-2746 ext 1, or 

sales@macoenterprises.ca.

HELP WANTED

Carpenters and 
Construction Field Staff

Frey Building Contractors is seeking qualified 
candidates for the positions of Carpenter and 
Construction Field Staff. These positions are 
exciting, challenging and rewarding with a 
company that is highly regarded in the industry, 
and has a 48 year history of growth and success. 
The culture at Frey is unique, and we place a 
high value on mutual respect, integrity, positive 
communication and a rewarding work 
environment. We invest in, and support each 
member of the Frey team. Many of our 
employees have been with Frey for their entire 
careers. Preference will be given to candidates 
who are licensed carpenters, or who have more 
than 2 years’ experience.

Minimum Qualifications: 
• 2 years previous construction 

experience

• Highly motivated to do high quality 
work

• Valid Driver’s License, and Own Form 
of Transportation

• Organized, reliable, punctual

• Professional, strong work ethic

• Safety conscious

• Good communication and customer 
service skills

To apply please send your resume to:
lex@freybc.com

For more information about our company visit 
our website www.freybc.com

HELP WANTED
The Township off Wellesley is seeking two (2) 

individuals for FULL TIME employment

1. BOOKKEEPER/PAYROLL POSITION FOR 
THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT

AND
2. FACILITIES MAINTENANCE COORDINATOR 

POSITION FOR THE RECREATION 
DPEARMENT

Please visit: 
www.wellesley.ca careers & volunteering

for full detailed job description requirements

KITCHEN & BATH DRAFTSPERSON /
SHOP ASSISTANT 

Required for creative design/build company specializing in high-end custom 
cabinetry, renovations and new homes.
The position:

• Prepare presentation drawings
• Create 3D models and generate all associated detail drawings
• Provide material take off and cnc cut lists
• Assist with cabinet construction and/or on-site installation
• Willing to learn Cadsoft Envisioneer software

The requirements:
• 2 - 5 years experience with Cabinet Vision
• Excellent communication skills
• Versatile and adaptable to changes in scope of project
• Self starter, team player
• Residential construction & cabinet shop experience an asset

This is a full-time position. Wage $22 - $28 per hour, 
dependent upon experience.

Please send cover letter and resume to danny@danielbisch.com
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RENTALS

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

PUBLIC NOTICE

AUCTIONS

AUCTIONS

SAT. AUG 5 at 9:30 AM 
-Consignment auction of 
machinery; tools; farm 
related items; household 
effects; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the 
farm of Sylvester Martin 
at 327095 3rd Concession 
outside of Maxwell. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

AUCTIONS

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Animal Control in the Township
The Township of Woolwich’s by-law enforcement division provides animal control services to 
all residents. These services are limited to regulating dogs and exotic pets. All dogs in the 
Township of Woolwich are required to be licensed each year. Details can be found in the animal 
control by-law on our website or contact the Township of Woolwich administration offi ce  at 
519-669-6009.

To report a deceased animal on a Township road or property, please call the Engineering 
Department at 519-669-6041 or report it online. The Township does not collect deceased 
animals from private property. This is the responsibility of property owners.

We do not offer a service to deal with nuisance or injured wildlife on private property. Residents 
should contact the Ministry of Natural Resources at 1-800-667-1940 for more information on 
how to deal with wildlife in urban areas. To fi nd a private, local wildlife control service search 
“wildlife control” or “wildlife removal” on Canada411.ca.

Remember, we share the Township with many wild animals that have adapted to our urban 
environment. Because food and shelter are plentiful, and natural predators are limited, wildlife 
will continue to live near us. If we learn to share the environment and reduce problems by 
getting rid of sources of food and shelter on our properties, animals will make their way to a 
more suitable home.

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Technical Advisory Group (TAG)
Thursday, July 20,  2017

Council Chambers, 2nd Floor

Administration Building, 24 Church Street West, Elmira

6:30 p.m. Public Meeting

VACANCY
 CAMEO COURT APARTMENTS

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA

Rare Premium Downtown Elmira, 
spacious single Bedroom open-layout  
Apartment AVAILABLE in newer (2012) 
Apartment Building complete with 
Elevator, Main floor Common Room, 
individual Central Heating / Air 
Conditioning in each Apt., as well as 5 
appliances (washer/dryer in each Apt.)

CONTACT:
(519) 525-2222 or (519) 505-3456
OR:      evans@hurontel.on.ca

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION SALE
To be held at the Perth East Recreation 

Complex (40 Temperance Dr) in Milverton 
for Garron (Garry) Irwin of Milverton on:

FRIDAY JULY 21 AT 4:00 PM
CONSISTING OF: 1968 Sno Cruiser 
snowmobile, in excellent condition, GE 
fridge and stove; 6 pc bedroom suite; girls 
French Provincial bedroom suite (dresser, 
2 night tables, and matching desk); kitchen 
table and chairs; variety of Rattan furniture 
including: coffee and end tables; chairs; 
loveseat; nesting tables; curio cabinet; dining 
room suite (table, 6 chairs, china cabinet); 
Monroe hockey game, 2 living room chairs; 
coffee and end tables; hall table and mirror; 
chrome table and chairs; drop leaf oak 
coffee table; side tables; hall table; singer 
sewing machine and cabinet; rattan table 
and chairs; rocking horse; small appliances; 
rocking chair; side chair; small appliances; 
quantity of good glass and china including 
dinner sets; pinwheel crystal;   floor and 
table lamps; bedding; linens; variety of hand; 
power; and garden tools; shop shelving; etc. 
NOTE: A well kept clean auction as Garry 
was a furniture salesman and bought only 
high end furniture. An auction not to miss.

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION SALE
Of brand new furniture from a Klondike 

Homes model home in the Deer Ridge area 
to be held at 352 Joseph Schoerg Cres in 

Kitchener for Klondike Homes on:

SATURDAY JULY 22 AT 10:00 AM
ALL FURNITURE IS brand new, and was 
used for staging in this current model home. 
All modern furniture, recently purchased 
including: couch and chair; glass top table; 
queen size bedroom suite (queen bed with 
boxspring and mattress; chest of drawers; 
dresser; 2 night tables); couch and chair; 
hall table with drawer; assorted leather 
chairs; glass top coffee and end table set; 
half moon hall table; modern grandfather 
clock; area rugs; modern dining room suite 
(table, 4 chairs, china cabinet); pedestal 
plant stands; planters; plants; side table; 3ft 
x 6ft tall mirror; other mirrors; variety of art 
work; light fixtures; candles; floor and table 
lamps; bar chairs; tray table; half moon table; 
assorted stemware; glass and china; dinner 
set; vases; and other items used for staging 
this home. 
NOTE: KLONDIKE Homes will be donating 
all net proceeds to the Kitchener Waterloo 
food bank. This is all brand new furniture, 
never used, not a scratch or mark on it. For 
those looking for brand new furniture, this is 
a sale not to miss. 

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-599-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE 
of

Antiques, tools, household goods and 
miscellaneous items, to be held at the K.W. 

Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd,
2 miles south of Wellesley, for Walter & 
Irene Nudyk, Winterbourne, Howard & 

Louise Dessler, Waterloo 
& additions, on

SATURDAY, JULY 22ND @ 10:00 A.M.

ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES:  3 board, 
2 drawer harvest table.  Oak wardrobe.  
Red wooden pony sleigh.  Gate leg table.  
Buffet.  Arrowheads.  Beaded items.  Quill 
boxes.  Dough box.  Royal Doultons.  Peter 
Etril Snyder framed prints.  Old map of 
Berlin, Ontario.  Franklin Mint & other die 
cast models.  Large set of Limoges china. 
Miniature oil lamps.  Large carved Canada 
goose.  Bluenose in bottle.  China & glass 
including etched amber pitchers, biscuit 
jars, Belleek, syrup pitchers, coloured glass, 
crystal, compotes.  List goes on!
HOUSEHOLD: COLONIAL Times 6ft. 
grandfather clock – nice.  La-Z-Boy 
recliner.  Cedar chest.  Hauser round table 
& 4 chairs.  Hauser loveseat c/w cushions.  
Small appliances (some new).  Revo electric 
3 wheel scooter.  Wheel chair.  Walker.  
Wheel chair ramps.  Bedding & linen.  New 
Shark steamer.  Cookware plus all the usual 
household goods.
MISC. ITEMS:  Shop Smith “Mark V”.  
Beaver 10in. table saw.  Bench model drill 
press.  Husky tool chest.  Lee Valley 6ft. 
wooden work bench c/w 2 wooden vises 
– good.  Selection of hand & power tools.  
Many pipe clamps.  Belt/disc sander.  Painter 
tools.  New paint sprayer.  Honda HS520 
snow blower – good.  Simoniz pressure 
washer.  Portable air compressor.  Trailer 
torsion bars.  Electric chain saws (1 with 
pole).  Fishing tackle, cooler with aerator, 
wader, etc.  Battery chargers.  Trailer 
accessories.  Live animal traps.  Red Rider 
BB gun.  Garden tools, etc.  GUNS:  Imperial 
12 gauge shot gun, hinge.  Winchester 1890 
– 22 caliber rifle, pump.  Remington 511 – 22 
caliber rifle, bolt.  Old army rifle, modified to 
12 gauge shot gun.  303 British, Military issue, 
bolt action.  Stack-On gun cabinet (8 gun), 
new in box.  Note – PAL required to purchase 
firearms.  Guns selling at 10:30am. See www.
auctionsfind.com/gerber for photos. 
TERMS – Cash, debit or cheque with I.D. 
10% buyers premium. 

AUCTIONS

FARM 
SERVICES

OAT & PEAS FOR FORAGE 
COVER CROPS - Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD 
SERVING you for over 10 
years. Your #1 source of 
quality slabwood and body-
wood. Delivery available. 
519-656-2057.

SOFTWOOD FIREWOOD LOGS 
for the price of trucking. 
Also available hardwood 
firewood logs or split wood. 
Call 226-751-4205.

HORSES

SERVICE IS AVAILABLE from 
a Morgan stallion standing 
16 hands. Black, sire is 16 
hands, dam is 15.2 hands, 
semen is available. Contact 
Creekside Morgans 519-595-
8838 and leave a message.

HORSES

WILL BUY OLD and used 
horses and ponies to go 
direct to plant in Quebec. 
Will buy all types, drug 
form required but will buy 
either way. TOP PRICES 
PAID. Contact Calvin Kuepfer 
for prices at Horizon Trail 
Equine at 519-272-3290.

WANTED

CASH FOR OLD watches, 
jewellery, all gold and silver, 
coins, military, toys, records. 
Call Terry 519-242-6900or 
519-210-0551. gallamore@
golden.net 40 years experi-
ence, fair honest prices. Will 
travel.

AUTOMOTIVE

GOOD PARTS VEHICLE -2004 
Ford Escape XLT. As is, 
200,000+ kms. $775 o.b.o. 
Call 519-580-1625.

RENTALS

3 BEDROOM APARTMENT, 
close to downtown, within 
walking distance to all 
amenities.Secured entrance, 
all appliances including 
laundry.Gas fireplace, one 
floor. Call Hugh at 519-
669-5533 after 6:00pm or 
daytime 519-746-5111 ext. 
295.

GARAGE 
SALES

7 GOLDFINCH ST., Elmira. 
Sat. July 15th, 8a.m. to noon.

GETTING THE WORD out to 
the community about your 
event is the first step to a 
successful sale. Start with 
an ad in the Observer - the 
best way to communicate to 
the community.

Service
Pros
Advertise your business 
services in our directory. 
Weekly exposure with 
fantastic results!

Some 
conditions 
apply. 
Contact us 
for details.

$25
Starting at:

/week + tax

Great Option For Professionals

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
519-669-5790
www.ObserverXtra.com
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONHOME EVALUATIONFREEThinking About Selling? FREEFREECall today 
and book a

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Hot Summer. Hot Market. List Now!Hot Summer. Hot Market. List Now!

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

Wellesley – Well-kept open concept home on a 
deep lot and backing onto green space. Located 
on a quieter dead end street, this is the perfect 
starter home. With spacious rooms on the main 
floor, the fantastic kitchen and eating area and L 
shaped living room are great for entertaining, 
with patio doors and deck overlooking the back 
yard. The good sized garage has stairs leading to 
the basement. There is an extra bedroom in the 
basement, an unfinished recreation room 
awaiting your personal touch and a large 
laundry/utility room with a bathroom rough-in. $349,000$349,000$349,000

Drayton – Welcome to this beautifully 
decorated and well maintained 1400 sqft 
semi-detached situated in the lovely town of 
Drayton. Spacious kitchen boasts ample 
kitchen cabinets and family sized eating area 
with patio doors leading to your gorgeous 
yard backing on to green space. Sit on your 
deck and enjoy the quiet. The basement has 
new carpet and a spacious recreation room, 
2 pc bath and laundry room. The upper floor 
is tastefully decorated and newly painted 
with new hardwood in 2016. 

Drayton - Enjoy carefree living in the quiet town 
of Drayton in this 7 year old solid brick 
BUNGALOW. The main floor layout is bright and 
functional and the eat-in kitchen has a patio 
door that leads out to a huge back deck with 
built in gas line to the BBQ. The fully finished 
basement is an entertainers dream featuring 9’ 
ceilings, new carpeting, pot lights, lots of 
windows, a 3 piece bath with glass shower, and 
4th bedroom complete with walk-in closet! 
Walking distance to all amenities, just minutes 
from Conestoga lake and 25 min to Waterloo.

$325,000$325,000$325,000

$389,900$389,900$389,900

Newton – Welcome to the quaint little town of 
Newton. This property is priced to sell and can 
accommodate any closing you want. You will be 
impressed with this adorable house consisting 
of 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, newer 
windows and furnace. The kitchen is updated 
and offers a breakfast bar while the dining room 
and living room are fantastic sizes. Step out of 
the back entrance to your private yard which 
consists of a patio area with a pergola and a 
separate place for your children to play. All 
kitchen and laundry appliances are included as 
well as the hutch in the kitchen.                          $249,000$249,000$249,000

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Serving the community for 25 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

Serving the community for 25 years!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426
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FREE Market Evaluation

$779,900 GREAT 
COUNTRY PROPERTY10 minutes to 
Elmira, barn for hobby or animals, two 
car garage, 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
walkout basement, kitchen new in 
2012. Watch the sun rise from the 
great room and watch it set from the 
dining room. Large rooms throughout 
house. MLS. Call Bert to view

$319,900 ELMIRA Single 
Family with beautifully landscaped 
property offers 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, formal dining room, 
walkout basement, large deck to 
enjoy the view. MLS. Call Bert to 
view. 

NEW
PRICE!

NEW
LISTING!

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH IN TODAYS MARKET? CALL TODAY FOR YOU FREE MARKET ANALYSIS! 

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”
90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4
519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

WOLLE REALTY , BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

We donate a 
portion of our 

commission from 
every house sale 
to the Woolwich 

Community 
Services

DESIRABLE LOCATION
$599,000 
ELMIRA Beautiful tree lined Street in a gorgeous family 
neighbourhood. Grand 1914 red brick home offers inviting 
covered front porch. Plenty of original woodwork 
throughout this 2000+ sq.ft 2 1/2 storey home with finished 
loft space. Main floor living rm with gas fireplace, hardwood 
floors, 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, finished basement, 
detached double car garage, walkout to private backyard, 
MLS.

Harriston | $460,000
Investors. This 5 plex residential rental and 1 commercial office space is showing 
good return. New roof, windows, eaves troughs, soffits and fascia. parking, good 
exposure. MLS Call Dale.

1.2 Acre Building Lot | $139,000
A rare opportunity to realize your dream. A sloping lot over looking country and 
the river in Rothsay. This lot has potential for a walkout basement. Act quickly 
before its gone. MLS Call Dale.

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

Near Hespeler | $995,000
RARE 5 ACRE gracious country property. Ever flowing trout stream , 5+ stall split 
level barn, 1 acre paddock, 1835 log cabin/cottage, bush, 3 bedroom brick 
bungalow with a walk out basement, lower level garage, detached 2 car 
garage/shop, 4 season sun room, custom “antique” dining room. Great for 
family or retirement. MLS Call Dale.

Just Listed | Glen Allan | $410,000
This large 0.6 acre property in quiet village boasts a large 4 bedroom home plus 
an attached 3 car garage with workshop. MLS Call Dale.

Carolyn Sullivan, 
Sales Representative

519-843-7653
csullivan@edgerealtysolutions.com

Your perfect ‘forever home’
3 bedroom, 3 bath bungalow professionally finished top to bottom. Generous lot, backing 
onto gentle ravine and backyard oasis. Call now to view!

OPEN HOUSE | Saturday July 15th | 1-3 pm
33 Bristow Creek Dr., Elmira

$499,000
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Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

ADVERTISE YOUR SERVICES HERE!

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

R.W. THUR 
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

HECKENDORN

519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

LOCATION! LOCATION! 
Lovely yard siding & back-
ing to greenspace. Unique 
custom built home w/
spacious dining area and 
living room w/numerous 
windows & fi replace. 
Large master w/fi replace & 
cheater ensuite.  Rec. room 
4th bdrm. & 3 pc. bath. 
Parking for 4 cars! MLS 

15 PINTAIL DR., ELMIRA

$549,900

GOOD VALUE! Lovely 
fenced yard. Main fl r. 
kitchen, D.R. L.R. and fam. 
room (could be a master 
bdrm). as well as two 
bdrms. upstairs. Renovat-
ed bath. Newer windows.  
Some hdwd fl oors.  MLS

66 RIVERSIDE DR., ELMIRA 

$339,900

IMMEDIATE POSSES-
SION - Backs to greens-
pace. Large L.R. Laminate 
on the main level (2015). 3 
bdrms.  Updated windows, 
garage door, furnace, ele. 
panel & softener. Bsmt. 
walkup. . MLS 

131 ORIOLE PKWY., ELMIRA 

$359,900

ENJOY THE INGROUND 
POOL in this bungalow sit-
uated on a quiet crescent.
Laminate fl oor in L.R. & hall. 
Large bathroom. Rec. room 
& games room. Enclosed 
carport. Newer furnace. 
NEW MLS 

12 WEIGEL AVE., ELMIRA

$359,900

OVER 3700 SQ FT of fi n-
ished space. 4+1 Bdrm, 4 
bath executive home in 
sought after area of town. 
Open concept fi rst fl oor. 
Kitch w/ walk-in pantry 
and island overlooking 
forested back yard. Spa-
cious rec room with n.g 
fi replace, wetbar and pool 
table area. This home is 
one of a kind! MLS

54 PINTAIL DR., ELMIRA 

$849,900

NEW LISTING

REDUCED TO

BETTER THAN NEW! This 2 
yr. old semi is fi nished from 
top to bottom! Dark cabin-
etry w/pantry, backsplash & 
dishwasher. Ceramic fl rs.In 
bathrooms. Spacious master 
w/walkin closet. FOUR bath-
rms (3pc. ensuite).Finished 
rec. room w/laminate fl r.& 
lge. window. Stone patio & 
shed. Central air. Softener. 
NEW MLS.

46 MCGUIRE LANE, ELMIRA

$439,900 WELCOME TO THE HOME OF 
AREA-WIDE AUCTIONS.

FIND OUT ALL ABOUT THE LATEST 
SALE DATES EVERY WEEK.
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PLACE AN 
AD IN OUR 
CLASSIFIED 

SECTION 
TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 
or Visit: 

www.observerxtra.com



22 | CLASSIFIED THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JULY 13, 2017

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE FLOOR/PAD 
BREAKING & REMOVAL
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

GENERAL SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

PRINTING SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

ROLL OFF 
INDUSTRIAL BIN 

RENTALS
CALL FOR 

AVAILABLE SIZES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com
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OBSERVERXTRA.COM

FAMILY ALBUM

ANNIVERSARY OBITUARY

DEATH NOTICES

OBITUARY

THANK YOU

65th Wedding 
Anniversary

Albert (Bert) Meng and Elaine ( Heubach) Meng  
will celebrate their  

65th Wedding Anniversary on July 19th, 2017.  
The couple where married in Conestogo at St. Matthews 

Lutheran Church July 19th, 1952. 
Their 5 children, 11 grandchildren and 9 great 

grandchildren would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate them and wish them blessings of love and 

happiness as they continue their journey together.

Wow! What A Milestone! 

On July 16th Elias & Minerva Bauman will 
be celebrating their 70th Anniversary. 

Congratulations!
Love, from your family

A special thank you to our family for 
planning and decorating.

Thank you to everyone 
for helping us to celebrate 

our 50th Wedding 
Anniversary!

Fred and Liz Bruder

ANNIVERSARY

OBITUARY

Martin, Mervin M.
Passed away suddenly as the result 
of an accident on Thursday, July 6, 
2017, at the age of 20 months. Mervin 
was the son of Moses B. and Hannah 
(Martin) Martin of RR 1, Linwood, 
and brother of Martha. Grandson of 
paternal grandparents Menno and 
Susannah Martin of Crosshill, and 
maternal grandparents Reuben and 
Louisa Martin of Badjeros. Visitation 
took place at the family home, RR 1, 
Linwood. Burial and service was held 
on Monday, July 10, 2017, at Martin’s 
Mennonite Meeting House, RR 3, Wal-
lenstein. Arrangements entrusted to 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Penfold, Carol Elaine
Peacefully passed away on Thursday, 
July 6, 2017, at her residence in Elmira, 
at the age of 59 years. Dear daughter 
of Nellie (Marshall) of Elmira, and the 
late Bob Penfold (2013). Loving sister 
of Donna Penfold of Elmira. At Carol’s 
request, cremation has taken place. 
There will be no funeral home visita-
tion or service. In Carol’s memory, do-
nations to Groves Hospital Foundation 
would be appreciated as expressions of 
sympathy, and may be made by calling 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Plant, Colin Kenneth Gerald
Passed away peacefully in his sleep 
on Sunday, July 2, 2017, at his home 
in Waterloo, at the age of 42 years. 
Colin will be deeply missed by his 
mother Brenda and step-father Kevin 
Luscott of St. Jacobs, children Ethan 
and Kaitlin Plant, grandmother Lillian 
McKee, Uncle Harry (Kathy) Ruddick, 
and many aunts, uncles and cousins. 
Fondly remembered by his friends at 
SHOW and the The Working Centre. 
Colin was predeceased by his father 
James Plant (1982), grandparents 
Gerald McKee, Frederick and Marjorie 
Luscott, Kenneth and Lexia Ruddick, 
and much loved cousin Kathy Ruddick 
(2014). Colin graduated from Niagara 
College in Graphic Design and took 
an extra year to become certified in 
Interactive Multimedia. He worked as 
a web designer for a number of years 
after graduating. Colin had a passion 
for flying and boating, and channeled 
his creativity into building beautifully 
crafted remote control planes and 
boats. As a member of the St. Catha-
rines Remote Control Flying Club, 
he was not only a very good flyer, but 
became an instructor, served as club 
president for a time, and created and 
maintained the club’s website. Colin’s 
involvement with various regional 
housing committees and initiatives 
led to his receiving an Outstanding 
Volunteer Housing Champion Award 
from the Regional Municipality of 
Waterloo. He also represented the 
region by presenting at a housing 
conference in Ottawa, and took part in 
a region sponsored TED talk. At Colin’s 
request, cremation has taken place. A 
private family interment will be held 
at a later date. As expressions of sym-
pathy, donations to The Working Cen-
tre or Supportive Housing of Waterloo 
(SHOW) would be appreciated by the 
family. Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Snyder, Norma (nee Schweitzer)
Passed away peacefully on Sunday, July 
9, 2017, at the age of 94 years. Norma, of 
Elmira, formerly of RR 2, Elmira, was 
the dear wife of the late Wesley Snyder 
(1980). Beloved mother of David and his 
wife Jane, and Paul and his wife Linda. 
Loving grandmother of Nathan (Tan-
ya), Andrea (Brian Bauman), Michelle, 
and Christine (Jeremy McCullough). 
Sweet great-grandmother (Grandma 
Cookies) of Ava and Beckett Wadel, 
Kaden Snyder, and Jordan Mahoney. 
Lovingly remembered by her sister Mil-
dred Heller and brother-in-law George 
Ritter. She will be missed by many 
nieces and nephews, as well as her good 
friends. Predeceased by her daughter 
Janie (1994), sisters Vera and Ruth, 
several sisters- and brothers-in-law, 
and many friends including her former 
roommate Mary Brown. The family 
received their relatives and friends on 
Tuesday, July 11, 2017 from 2-4 and 7-9 
p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A family inter-
ment took place on Wednesday, July 12, 
2017 at 10 a.m. in St. James Lutheran 
Cemetery, Elmira. A memorial service 
for family and friends to celebrate 
Norma’s life and faith was held on 
Wednesday, July 12, 2017 at 11 a.m. at St. 
James Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Special thanks to the caring 
staff at Heritage House in St. Jacobs. In 
lieu of flowers, donations to St. James 
Lutheran Church, Elmira, would be ap-
preciated as expressions of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Eli M. Sherk
Eli M. Sherk peacefully on Tuesday 
July 11, 2017 in his 86th year.  Husband 
of the late Elizabeth M. Sherk.  Father 
of Edna ( Aaron ) Martin of Algoma, 
Henry ( Anna ) Sherk of Wellesley, Em-
manuel ( Emma ) Sherk of Flesherton, 
Elizabeth ( Noah ) Hoover of Wal-
lenstein, Elam ( Catherine ) Sherk of 
Clifford, Elvina ( Daniel ) Bauman of 
St. Clements, Joseph ( Nancy ) Sherk 
of Wellesley, Paul ( Annie ) Sherk of 
Wroxeter and Adeline  ( Joseph ) Mar-
tin of Chelsey.   Brother of Annie Bru-
bacher ( Owen ), Sarah Hoover, Katie 
Martin ( Anson ), John Sherk ( Lena ), 
Maryann Brubacher ( Elias ), Amanda 
Weber ( Allan ) and Amos Sherk ( An-
nie ).  Grandfather to 59 grandchildren 
and 38 great-grandchildren.   Funeral 
services will be held at the Wroxeter 
Orthodox Mennonite Meeting House 
at a time to be determined followed 
by burial in the adjoining cemetery.   
Arrangements entrusted to Beggs 
Funeral Home, Thessalon, Ontario.   
705-842-2520

DRUDGE, KEITH ALBERT | 1940-2017 Passed away peacefully 
on July 9, 2017 at Lisaard House. Local relatives are his 
brother  Dennis (Margaret) Drudge of Elmira and sister 
Darlene (Brian) Reiner of Heidelberg.

NAFZIGER, ALLAN | Passed away on Monday, July 10, 2017 at 
his residence in Brunner. He was born 90 years ago. Local 
relatives are his sister Ellen Jantzi and Irvin of Wellesley.

Get in on the Action! Place an ad in the Observer today: 519-669-5790 | info@woolwichobserver.com

GET IN ON THE

ACTION
7 in 10 adults took action

(became aware of sale/product/service, bought, visited a store/site, etc.)

as a result of a newspaper ad.
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LIVING HERE

Former Woolwich resident Jennifer Jonas draws on her experience as a music therapist 

Music has charms to soothe 
more than a savage breast

SOUNDS GOOD / A THERAPEUTIC APPROACH

Many people are now 
in holiday mode. It’s a 
time for sun, fun and great 
memories – spending time 
outside enjoying free time 
or perhaps taking on some 
outdoor projects. For our 
family it is always a bit of 
both! 

The garden is flourishing 
with tasty tomatoes, let-
tuce, basil and lots of kale. 
The produce tastes much 
better when you know 
there are no chemicals, 
synthetic fertilizers or pes-
ticides being used on those 
tender greens. 

Out at the lake the sched-
ule disappears and I get to 
cook very simply. There 
are no orders, deliveries or 
casseroles to prepare. Let’s 
face it, some downtime was 
needed. The simplicity of 
dinner is dictated by what 
you have on hand – no trips 
to the grocery store. 

This recipe is great for 
a simple vegetable side 
dish with steak instead of 
a baked potato, or serve it 
with a tasty salad. It’s easy 
to prepare and the ingredi-
ents shine through. Enjoy 
your summer, everyone, 
and happy cooking! 

Summer is 
the best 
time to 
keep things 
fresh and 
simple

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

FAISAL ALI

BOOK | 27

Music, as we all know, 
can be powerful stuff. It’s 
a palliative when we’re 
blue, a spice that flavours 
and colours the occasion. 
It can incite a feeling, or 
drag up memories decades 
past. Even the most basic 
lessons in life –  our ‘ABCs’ 
and ‘123s’  – are taught to 
us by way of song. But ap-
plied with precision and 
care, music can also have a 
powerful restorative effect 
on people’s lives.

That’s the message of 
music therapist and Wool-
wich native Jennifer Jonas 
in her new book, Touching 
Lives, One Song at a Time. 

“Over the 25 years I have 
just had so many wonder-
ful moments that I wanted 
to share them in a book,” 
said Jonas from her home 
in Alabama.

She’ll be in Waterloo this 
weekend for a book sign-
ing. To mark 25 years as a 
music therapist, Jonas de-
cided that she would share 
25 stories drawn from her 
experience.

She says she hopes to 
touch her readers’ lives – 
as well as educate them on 
just how beneficial music 
therapy can be to people. 
“Whether it is to a child 
with Down syndrome, or 
an adult with Alzheimer’s, 
or for a person who is 
wanting to die a peaceful 
death.”

Jonas graduated from 
Elmira District Secondary 
School in 1983 and went on 

to study as a music educa-
tor. However, seeing her 
true calling elsewhere, Jo-
nas then pursued her mas-
ter’s in music therapy at 
Michigan State University.

“What I really wanted 
to do was to offer music to 
people who had a special 
need like the clients that I 
have sung to: Alzheimer’s, 
dementia, Down syn-
drome, where I could of-
fer music to people who 

would truly benefit from 
it.”

Music therapy is still a 
relatively new practice in 
a clinical sense, so Jonas is 
hoping to raise awareness 
about how it works.

“What you’re doing is 
pretty much using music 
to reach a goal in some-
body’s life,” she explains. 
“So that could be for a 
child with Down syndrome 
to help improve their 

speech or their walking. 
For an Alzheimer’s patient 
it may be to bring back 
memories; it may be to 
work on reality orientation 
like what month is it, what 
season is it.”

There are specific way to 
go about this. 

“If I want my child to 
improve say fine-motor 
control, I may give them 
a drumstick and then we 
get to play the drums to-

gether,” she says. “They’re 
working on their fine mo-
tor grasp, but at the same 
time they’re creating mu-
sic and so for them it’s just 
having fun – they don’t 
know they’re working on 
a skill.” 

Sometimes, Jonas’ cli-
ents even discover through 
their sessions that they 
have a real passion and 

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Originally from Woolwich, Jennifer Jonas is now a music therapist in Alabama. She’ll be at a book signing this weekend in Waterloo. [SUBMITTED]

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net
Accredited 

Test & Repair Facility

Do you find it hard to see through 
your windshield  when it is raining 
even when the wipers are on? Wiper 
blades wear out from things like being 
exposed to the sun as well as from 
general use. 
Feel free to stop in,  we are more then 
happy to install a new set of wiper 
blades for you. 

– Al
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

JULY 14

HUGS (HEALTH, UNDERSTANDING, GROWTH, Sharing) 
For parents and children (0-5yrs.) Park Day at Bolender 
Park - stroller walk along the trail - No childcare. 
Contact Woolwich Community Health Centre for details.

JULY 16

LYNN RUSSWURM’S SUNDAY NIGHT Concert Series 
featuring Aaron, Sandy & Friends. Bring a lawn chair 
to Gore Park, Elmira, 7-9 p.m.

JULY 18

AMONG FRIENDS SUPPORT GROUP meeting at 10 a.m. 
at the Crossroads Restaurant, Elmira. An informal 
group of women who have experienced the death of 
their partner or spouse. Support and friendship will 
be developed over coffee and dessert.

JULY 19

W.O.W. TEA IN THE Sun. Free lunch! A fun afternoon 
in the sun for the 55+ group with finger sandwiches, 
scones with strawberry jam, local musicians, lawn 
games etc. Rain or shine. Door prizes. Bring a guest. 
Please call 519-664-1900 to register.

JULY 23

LYNN RUSSWURM’S SUNDAY NIGHT Concert Series 
featuring Rescue Junction. Bring a lawn chair to Gore 
Park, Elmira, 7-9 p.m.

JULY 28

HUGS (HEALTH, UNDERSTANDING, GROWTH, Sharing) 
For parents and children (0-5yrs.) Park Day at 
St. Jacobs Park - stroller walk along the trail. No 
childcare. Contact Woolwich Community Health 
Centre for details.

JULY 29

WELLESLEY HERITAGE AND HISTORICAL Society. 
Come visit the Historical Room in the old school 
in Wellesley, 1137 Henry St., Wellesley. Visitors are 
welcome from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

JULY 30

LYNN RUSSWURM’S SUNDAY NIGHT Concert Series 
featuring Lance Russwurm. Bring a lawn chair to Gore 
Park, Elmira, 7-9 p.m.

AUGUST 6

LYNN RUSSWURM’S SUNDAY NIGHT Concert Series 
featuring Doug Dietrich & Sunrise. Bring a lawn chair 
to Gore Park, Elmira, 7-9 p.m.

AUGUST 13

LYNN RUSSWURM’S SUNDAY NIGHT Concert Series 
featuring Riding High. Bring a lawn chair to Gore 
Park, Elmira, 7-9 p.m.

AUGUST 20

LYNN RUSSWURM’S SUNDAY NIGHT Concert Series 
featuring Earl Fries & the Chaparrels. Bring a lawn 
chair to Gore Park, Elmira, 7-9 p.m.

AUGUST 27

LYNN RUSSWURM’S SUNDAY NIGHT Concert Series 
featuring Southbound. Bring a lawn chair to Gore 
Park, Elmira, 7-9 p.m.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO 
EASILY SUBMIT YOUR EVENT:

observerxtra.com/events-calendar/submit-calendar-in-print/

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar 
is reserved for non-profi t local community events 
that are off ered free to the public. Placement is not 
guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open 
houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

REACH
OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:30 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Zion Mennonite Fellowship

Finding The Way Together

10:00am Summer

Worship Service

“Changed: 
Right Actions”

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Speaker: Dustin Martin

Sunday, July 16th

Single Service @ 10:00AM
4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 

• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Treasures From 
The Heart

Sunday, July 16th

10:45 am

Speaker: Adam Hockley

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Putting On 
Colossians 3: 12-17

Peter and Sara 
Wyngaarden preaching

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:00am 

519.669.5030 

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973
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ACROSS
1. Of Cambridge University
7. Telly network
11. Flat
16. Rabbitlike rodent
17. Perpetually
18. Turkish coins
19. Swirl
20. Eye part
22. Spew forth
23. 18-wheeler
24. “___ bad!”
25. Pastoral poem
27. Old hairpiece
31. Adjust
32. Clod chopper
35. Campaigner, for short
36. Home, informally
38. Brickbat
39. Lift
41. ___ friends
43. Balaam’s mount
44. Kosher
45. Territory
48. Arctic jacket
50. Back-to-work time: 

Abbr.
51. Worn out
55. Pork cut
58. Dreary sound
59. Boy
62. Howler
63. Offense
65. Bypass
67. “Not on ___!”
68. “Uh-uh”
69. Cooking meas.
70. Crack, as a code
72. Burgundy, e.g.
75. Honey
77. Away
78. “I had no ___!”
82. Banana oil, e.g.
83. Deli offering
86. Excursion
87. Abundance
88. All fired up
89. Character
91. Novices
92. Gym set
93. Chemical cousin

DOWN
1. Beanies
2. Chill
3. “Cheers” regular
4. Garden bulb
5. Word before large
6. Eating places
7. Not on deck
8. “The Three Faces of ___”
9. Always, in verse
10. Highlands hillside
11. Wheat type
12. Mystical cards
13. Member of the mustard 
family
14. Blank spaces
15. Holds high
21. Looped
26. Tabby’s treat
28. Grave words
29. Juliet, to Romeo
30. Zodiac twins
32. ___ Bowl
33. Airy
34. “Cogito ___ sum”
37. “My boy”

40. Affectation
42. Farewell
46. Foretold
47. Black, as la nuit
49. River craft
52. Duff
53. Baker’s dozen?
54. Abstruse
56. Yank’s foe
57. Nonsense
59. Flashiest
60. Official pardon
61. Eye opener?
64. Cocktail
66. Dangerous job
71. Daughter of Saturn
73. Highways
74. “Likewise”
76. Autocrat
79. Barrel
80. Cork’s country
81. Little, e.g.
84. “___ Maria”
85. Back talk
90. __ usual

Don’t care much for dying? Perhaps you should move to Longyearbyen

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Inuyamo, Japan

The Observer traveled with Murray and 
Gale Smith who accompanied Yoshiko 
Shibayama, to Inuyamo, Japan in June. 
After a fishing boat adventure they are 
ready for a rickshaw ride around the 
Inuyam Castle area, north of Nagoya, 
Japan.

LOCATION

CAPTION

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Q. It was 1960, and 
Goodyear had designed 
prototypes of translu-
cent illuminated tires 
that actually changed 
colours. Pretty neat.  
What colours were they?
A. Whatever colour you 
wanted them to be, as they 
had the singular capability 
of matching the colour the 
passengers happened to be 
wearing, reports Evan Acker-
man in “IEEE Spectrum” 
magazine. Unfortunately, 
the tires never went into pro-
duction because they “didn’t 
perform well in the rain and 
melted under heavy braking. 
Today, Goodyear does make 

tires that match the colour 
of your outfit, so long as you 
always wear black.”
Q. The word “yellow”  
has a mellow ring to it.  
Do you know a few fun 
facts about the colour?
A. The earliest usage of 
“yellow” in English ap-
peared in “Beowulf,” an epic 
poem that may date back 
to 700-1000 A.D. The Old 
English spelling, “geolu” or 
“geolwe,” described a shield 
carved from new wood, said 
“Mental Floss” magazine. 
The distinctive brown trucks 
of the United Parcel Service 
(1907) might have been 
yellow except that a friend 
convinced the founder that 
brown would be easier to 
clean. Tennis, anyone? The 
International Tennis Fed-
eration changed the color 
of tennis balls from white 

or black to yellow in 1972 so 
that TV viewers could fol-
low the match more easily.

In 2008, M&M maker 
Mars revealed the number 
of yellow M&Ms in each 
variety: 14% in milk choco-
late, 15% in peanut, 20% in 
peanut butter. And look no 
further than yellow for “the 
sea’s four-leaf clover”: A yel-
low lobster is six times rarer 
than a blue lobster, meaning 
“the chances of finding one 
are 1 in 30,000,000.”
Q. “Thou shalt not die,” 
the Norwegian village of 
Longyearbyen proclaims. 
What could they possibly 
mean by this and how 
would they enforce it?
A. With a population of 
1,500-2,000, the village is 
one of the northernmost 
places on Earth with 
permanent residents, says 

Dan Lewis in his book “Now 
I Know.” It is well within 
the Arctic Circle, with polar 
bears roaming everywhere 
and temperatures never 
reaching what people 
would call “warm.” “That 
point led to the ban on 
dying.”

In 1917, a number of 
residents died after con-
tracting a flu strain and 
were buried in the town 
cemetery. A decade later, 
it was discovered that the 
bodies weren’t decompos-
ing because of the extreme 
cold, so unfortunately, the 
influenza strain was still 
alive. “Realizing that Long-
yearbyen, quite isolated 
from the rest of the world, 
had no way of handling its 
dead —and the risk to the 
living — its leaders simply 
declared that dying was not 

permitted in the town.”
How to enforce this 

“don’t die” dictum? Largely 
by prevention, it seems: 
the cemetery was closed 
to burials in 1930 and the 
village has no elder care 
housing. In case of a life-
threatening illness, “the 
local authorities will airlift 
you to the nearest regional 
hospital two hours away.”
Q. On August 21, 2017, 
a dramatic total solar 
eclipse will traverse the 
continental U.S., forming 
a syzygy in the process. 
What in heaven’s name 
does this “wyrd” word 
mean?
A. The term, pronounced 
SIZ-uh-jee, comes from the 
Greek “suzugos,” meaning 
“yoked” or “paired.” More 
precisely, in astronomy it 
suggests the alignment of 

three celestial bodies, such 
as the Sun, Earth and either 
the moon or a planet. A total 
solar eclipse, like the one vis-
ible in parts of the U.S. in Au-
gust, occurs when the New 
Moon comes between the 
Sun and Earth and casts the 
darkest part of its shadow on 
Earth. Much more common-
ly, a Sun-Earth-moon syzygy 
occurs at the time of a Full 
Moon or a New Moon.

The word also pops up in 
math, poetry and biology 
where the meaning relates 
to things being joined 
together. For all you word-
lovers, “syzygy” is also the 
shortest word in the Eng-
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BOOK: Music 
has allowed 
her to connect 
with many 
people at an 
emotional level
FROM | 24

exuberance for music – 
like young Darby Jones, 
who had Down syndrome.

“[The music therapy] 
inspired her to sing and 
dance, play the piano, and 
it wasn’t long before she 
wanted to take dance les-
sons.”  Jonas recalls how 
Darby lit up when she was 
on stage, and how she in-
stilled confidence in the 
other dancers and always 
shared the limelight.

When Darby passed 
away from cancer, her 
mother requested that Jo-
nas sing her favourite song 
at her funeral – the song 
she sang every night – ‘You 
are my Sunshine.’

“It meant a lot to Darby’s 
mother, but that was prob-
ably the hardest thing I 
ever had to do.”

While music therapy is 
still a fairly novel concept 
to many, Emily Carruthers, 
music therapy placement 
coordinator at Wilfrid Lau-
rier University, says that is 
changing.

“There’s music therapist 
working in big hospitals,” 
she says, like Sick Kids, 
Sunnybrook and Prin-
cess Margaret in Toronto. 
“Even here, Grand River 
Hospital has a couple mu-
sic therapists that work 
in the Waterloo Region. 
Guelph has a few. So it’s 
starting to become more 
present in health care set-
tings.”

Carruthers says she 
thinks music therapy is 
being increasingly rec-
ognized, nowadays, as 
complementary to more 
conventional treatments 
like psychotherapy.

But for Jonas, who has 
been practicing for 25 
years, the benefits of mu-
sic are undoubtedly clear 
– and in a certain way, 
universal.

“So that was my goal to 
touch people’s hearts but 
also to inspire people to 
sing to a loved one or ... 
if they cannot sing, then 
they could share a memory 
with a senior or read a 
story to a child. But my 
point is to spend time with 
an individual and be there 
with that person, and by 
doing that you will feel 
joy.”

The book signing will 
be held on July 15 from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m., at the Chap-
ters bookstore on 428 King 
St. N., Waterloo.

Slice tomato in half from 
side to side.

Place on a plate and sea-
son with olive and balsam-
ic drizzled on top as well as 
salt and pepper. Turn and 
rub the tomato so the olive 
oil and vinegar is evenly 
distributed.

On medium heat, mark 
the tomatoes lightly on the 

Grilled 
Tomato with 
Goat Cheese 
and Fresh 
Basil 
2 tomatoes sliced in half 
from side to side 
1 tsp. balsamic vinegar 
2 Tbsp. olive oil 
Sea salt and ground pepper 
to sprinkle 
12 fresh basil leaves
4 Tbsp. goat cheese or feta

Preheat BBQ to medium/
low heat.

CHEF’S TABLE: Keeping it fresh for summer
grill. Place the tomatoes on 
the top shelf of the BBQ. 

Add basil leaves and goat 
cheese to the top of each 
tomato, sprinkle with a bit 
more sea salt and black 
pepper. 

Place the grill cover 
down and gratinee the 
cheese lightly. 

Remove from grill before 
the tomatoes get too baked 
– only bake to get them 
warm. 

FROM | 24

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551www.realitybytescomputers.com
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$32999

SPECIAL
LENOVO T510 15.6” 

WIN-7 LAPTOP

$$
FAST INTEL i5 PROCESSOR 

4GB RAM, 320GB HD

$29999

SPECIAL
TOSHIBA R940 14”

WIN-7 LAPTOP

$$
FAST INTEL i5 PROCESSOR 
4GB RAM, 320GB HD, WebCam

Crafting 
a unique 
memento 
for Canada’s 
150th birthday

THERE’S BEEN NO SHORT-
AGE of events and activities 
marking Canada’s 150th 
birthday, going well beyond 
the fireworks on July 1, but 
a group of local residents 
certainly came up with a 
unique approach.

Helping others to dem-
onstrate their national 
pride, St. Clements’ Ray-
mond Haid worked with 
residents of the Snowgoose 
Apartments in Elmira, a 
supportive home for people 
with intellectual disabili-
ties, to come up with some-
thing especially poignant.

Haid says they had been 
doing various wood work-
ing projects together at the 
Snowgoose for some time, 
“and I just wanted to do 
something with them for 
the 150th.”

“[We] put all our heads 
together and thought ‘we’re 
going to do this.’”

Under Haid’s guidance, 
the team crafted an elabo-
rate wood sculpture that 
manages to capture and 
celebrate all 150 years of 
Canada’s confederacy.

The sculpture is com-
posed of a series of small 

wooden slabs that stack on 
top of one another, inter-
locking and overlapping. It 
resembles a city skyline if 
the buildings were made of 
clay, or like a much more 
busy Stonehenge – the ef-
fect is definitely striking.

Burned into each wood-
en slab is a little piece of 
Canada’s history – a year 
and an interesting factoid 
from that date. In 1918, says 
one slab, women gained 
the vote in Canada. In 1962, 
says another, the Trans 
Canada Highway opens. 
In 2001, Chris Hadfield 
became the first Canadian 
to perform the spacewalk. 
There is one small monu-
ment for each of the coun-
try’s 150 years.

The sculpture was 
unveiled by the team to 
both MPP Michael Harris 
and MP Harold Albrecht 
on June 27 at its home in 
Snowgoose. It won’t be 
staying in one spot, how-
ever, as Haid will soon be 
taking the sculpture on a 
slow-moving tour of differ-
ent places and businesses 
over the next few months.

The sculpture will be 
staying at the offices of  
both politicians for about 

three weeks each, and has 
also been invited to spend 
some time at Castle Kilbride 
in Baden, on August 1, 
amongst other places.

Haid worked with Snow-
goose’s four permanent 
residents, including his 
daughter Janine Haid, 
Brenda Fisher, Mark Al-
lison and Joel Martin, to 
craft the sculpture, as 
well as the two univer-
sity student who make 
their temporary home 
there, Meera Bavanan-
dan and Sarah Bryson.

The students are not 
just there by hap-
penstance, but are in 
fact central to how the 
Elmira District Com-
munity Living (EDCL) 
runs the apartment as a 
supportive home. Rather 
than hire permanent, full-
time caregivers and mind-
ers, which can be immense-
ly expensive, EDCL instead 
brings in two social work 
students to live there.

The students are offered 
free lodging with all the 
amenities, and a full schol-
arship for their studies. In 
turn the students take on 
the role of a good neigh-
bour. They provide support 

and friendship and make 
themselves available in case 
of an emergency.

The students are not 
there every minute, 
says Haid, “but when-
ever [the Snowgoose 
residents] do need 

somebody coming over 
to help them out, or just 
be with them just to be a 
bit of a friend ... they’re 
always there.”

Haid is very supportive 
of the Snowgoose pro-
gram, saying it definitely 

compares with more tradi-
tional system of hiring full-

time caregivers.
“I think I would 

even put them ahead 
of that. They’re even 

better than that,” he 
says. “[The students 

are] almost like a mother 
to them.”

As for his daughter, Ja-
nine?

“Oh she loves it. She 
doesn’t want to be anywhere 
but up there,” he says. 

FAISAL ALI

One-of-a-kind sculpture by 
EDCL clients is both a piece 
of art and a lesson in the 
country’s history

CANADA 150 / AN ARTISTIC VIEW

Each piece of the sculpture represents an 
event from a specific year between 1867 
and 2017. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

The Snowgoose Apartments team unveil their sculpture to Kitchener-Conestoga MP Harold Albrecht. On the left is Meera Bavanandan and Mark Allison in 
front, Sarah Bryson behind them, and Joel Martin in the back. Right of the sculpture is Raymond Haid, his daughter Janine Haid and Brenda Fisher in the 
front row, with Albrecht in the back.  [SUBMITTED]
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

-- JULY 13TH TO 16TH --

IN STOCK

HOT GRAY COLOUR

CLICK LAMINATE

97¢
REG 2.29REG 2.29REG 2.29REG 2.29REG 2.29REG 2.29
/SQ FT97/SQ FT97¢
/SQ FT
¢

IN STOCK

100% WATERPROOF!

LOOSE-LAY
VINYL PLANKS
$137

FROM /SQ FT

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

IN STOCK

MORE STAINS AVAIL.

ENGINEERED CLICK
OAK OR MAPLE
$297

FROM /SQ FT

REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

IN STOCK

WOW! HOT BUY!

6”X 24” MODERN
LEDGERSTONE
$397

FROM /SQ FT

REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

$575’x 8’ 
STARTING

FROM

FROM97FROM97
IN STOCK

WOW! HOT BUY!

13” X 13” 
PORCELAIN TILE

97¢
FROM97FROM97REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/SQ FT
¢

/SQ FT
¢

4 DAYS ONLY
SUMMER 

--SALE --

WIDE PLANK!

swiss made

made in 
CANADA

KW’S LARGEST
SELECTION!

OVER 1,000 
RUGS IN STOCK!

PLUS NO TAX!

PLUS NO TAX!

AREA 
RUGS!

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

9AM
9AM
11AM

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

9AM
9AM
9AM

9PM
9PM
9PM

THURSDAY 9AM 9PM
9PM
6PM
5PM

SALE HOURS

OUR HOURS

Lawrence MacAulay (second from left) visiting the Voisin’s Family Farm booth along his visit to the St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market last week.  

The new federal research 
investment is to help make 
the beef sector more sus-
tainable. It is expected to 
directly benefit producers 
by reducing the amount 
of feed needed for every 
pound of beef – resulting in 
each animal producing less 
methane and less manure. 

“The Beef Farmers of 
Ontario is extremely appre-
ciative of the federal gov-
ernment’s contribution to 
new research projects and 
equipment at the Elora Beef 
Research Centre. The com-
petitiveness and long-term 
viability of the Ontario beef 
industry is underpinned by 
key investments in primary 
research and infrastruc-
ture capacity needed to 
undertake it,” said Joe Hill, 
vice-president of the Beef 
Farmers of Ontario, noting 

that funding committed by 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada will provide critical 
support to advance beef cat-
tle research and help ensure 
they are well-positioned to 
compete in both domestic 
and international markets.

Feed accounts for 25 per 
cent of beef input costs. 
Studies have shown that a 
one per cent improvement 
in feed efficiency can result 
in annual savings of $11.1 
million for the sector.

The announcement is a 
preliminary step ahead of 
the increase in Canadian 
agricultural exports, said 
MacAulay.

“Well as you know we are 
going to increase our agri-
cultural exports to $75-bil-
lion dollars by 2025 and it’s 
so important that we invest 
in research, and also that we 
make sure that our farmers 

and ranchers in this prov-
ince and country are on the 
cutting edge,” he said. “We 
are going to increase our 
production, we are going to 
increase our exports, and 
this is one of the ways we 
make sure we do it.”

During his visit to the 
market, MacAulay stopped 
by several vendors, in-
cluding Edgar Gingrich 
Meats, Charles Quality 
Meats, Nauman’s Produce, 
Voisin’s Produce, Mountain 
Oak Cheese, Ackroyd Hon-
ey and Canadian Alpaca.

“One of the more fa-
mous, if not the most 
famous markets in the 
country. It is big, beauti-
ful, wonderful. We had a 
great tour guide,” he said of 
the market, noting that al-
though it was a quick visit, 
it seemed as if everything 
was available there.

MINISTER: Taking it from farm to market
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