
www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

7  7
July 31st

SALE

ANOTHER REPORT REVEALS WYNNE MISMANAGEMENTCOMMENT
PAGE 6

LIVING HERE
PAGE 21

07 | 27 | 2017
VOLUME 22 | ISSUE 30

CANADA 150 
AWARD FOR
VOLUNTEERS

OPEN 7 DAYS · 30 Benjamin Rd., Waterloo (across from St. Jacobs Outlet Mall) · 519-746-0060 · FLYER SPECIALS www.furniturehouse.ca 30 Benjamin Rd., Waterloo (across from St. Jacobs Outlet Mall)

10TH ANNIVERSARY
COME IN & SAVE

SAVE 15%
on all Custom Orders!

HUGE
SAVINGS

ON EVERYTHING IN THE STORE.

PROUDLY CANADIAN MADE

COME IN & SAVE

%
ders!

ORE

E

%
E.

Residents 
call for improved 
communication at 
meeting to review 
June 23 flood
GRCA, township offi  cials off er 
up explanations, take questions 
from public at packed gathering 
in West Montrose

TWO-VEHICLE COLLISION NORTH OF ROUNDABOUT SLOWS MORNING COMMUTE 

FAISAL ALI

THE FAILURE OF OFFI-
CIALS to provide warnings 
early on in the process led 
the list of complaints Mon-
day night as West Montrose 
residents packed a public 
meeting dissecting the 
chain of events leading to a 
significant flood last month.

Representatives of the 
Grand River Conservation 
Authority acknowledged 
communications could 
have been better, pledging 
to work on improvements.

The agency learned in the 
early hours of June 23 about 

heavy rainfall in the north-
ern part of the Grand River 
watershed, but both the risk 
and extent of the flooding 
only became known over 
the course of the day, with 
warnings to the public trick-
ling out.

 Hardest hit of the Wool-
wich locales, West Montrose 
residents argued the infor-
mation arrived too late to 
prepare for the floodwaters 
that spilled over the banks 
and into their basements.

A month having passed 
since the flood, officials 
from the GRCA and Wool-
wich Township provided 
an update of their review of 

the event as residents gath-
ered at the West Montrose 
United Church, eager to ask 
questions. Along with ex-
planations, they wanted to 
know what would be done 
to improve the system for 
next time.

The flooding caught 
everyone by surprise, said 
Dwight Boyd, GRCA direc-
tor of engineering, includ-
ing the agency itself. But 
one of the major deficien-
cies revealed was commu-
nication with the public, by 
both the GRCA and the local 
emergency relief officials. 
Many people in the crowd 
expressed disappointment 

that the warning had come 
late, if at all, when the water 
started to rise.

“We literally have sand-
bags from (the flood in) 
2000, that if we had known 
we probably could have 
stopped the damage – in 
the garage at least and 
done something,” said West 
Montrose resident Barbara 
Dowling, whose garage was 
flooded. “But we had to use 
the sandbags to hold the 
deck down so it wouldn’t rip 
apart from the house. That 
was how severe this was.”

Dowling spoke about the 
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The southbound approach to the St. Jacobs roundabout was slowed for the morning commute 
Wednesday after a car rear-ended a pickup truck that had stopped for traffic at the intersection 
of Arthur Street and Sawmill Road. Though the car’s airbags deployed, the driver was able to 
walk away from the wreck. Damage to the pickup was minor. [JOE MERLIHAN / THE OBSERVER]
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MAKE FARM INSURANCE ONE 
LESS THING TO WORRY ABOUT.

Services available in Ontario through Canada Brokerlink (Ontario) Inc.  ™ BrokerLink & Design is a trademark of Canada Brokerlink Inc. and used under license. © Copyright 
2017 Canada Brokerlink Inc. All rights reserved. 

When it comes to farming, you face more than your share of uncertainty 
and insurance challenges. No matter how big or small your farm 
operation, BrokerLink can help. Learn more by speaking with one of our 
trusted farm insurance brokers in Elmira.

Call today: 519.669.1661

Elmira Lions get early finish on fundraising support for new WCS facility

The Elmira Lions clubs 
presented the Woolwich 
Community Services with 
their final donation ... a 
year earlier than antici-
pated. 

Back in July of 2013, WCS 
started a capital campaign 
to build a new centre, with 
a target of $1 million to help 
fund the construction that 
would later upgrade their 
old 1,000-square-foot build-
ing on Arthur Street to build 
a new 7,500-sq.-ft. building.

The donation by both 
the Elmira Lions Club and 
the Woolwich Community 
Lions Club was set to be 
a five-year contribution 
of $250,000 to help raise 
money for the organiza-
tion’s now built building at 
5 Memorial Ave. in Elmira.

“We reached out to the 
community to support us 
moving from 73 Arthur St. 
S. to a new building at 5 
Memorial Ave. We had dif-
ferent naming privileges 
that different people could 
sponsor at different levels 
of investments,” explained 
WCS executive director Kel-
ly Christie. “All of our rooms 
are sponsored by different 
people and the Elmira Li-
ons Club and the Woolwich 
Lions named the building, 

hence it’s called the Lions 
Resource Centre.” 

Art Woods, a long time 
Elmira Lions Club mem-
ber, took the project under 
his wing after being ap-
proached about having 
the Lions contribute to the 
centre. 

“I guess we all knew 
what was going on. I was 
contacted specifically by 
one of the fundraisers on 
the committee to see if I 
thought Lions would get 
involved. I am only one 
Lion but I am probably one 

of the senior Lions now that 
still remains very active and 
I said ‘let me take this to the 
executive,’” he explained 
of  the fundraising project’s 
origins. “Woolwich Com-
munity Services has been a 
stalwart institution over the 
years. They do a lot of good 
things. We have always sup-
ported them as a club in 
their various activities. Just 
because of all of the great 
things they do, when I took 
it to the executive as a ma-
jor project, I recommended 
they went for it and from 

there on it was history.” 
The Lions started their 

support off with a bang, giv-
ing $100,000 as their first 
installment. 

“It was a major commit-
ment for the Lions Club,” 
said Woods.

The Elmira Lions Club 
was set to raise $200,000 
while the ladies’ club 
pledged $50,000 towards 
the cause.

“They are a younger 
club with fewer members, 
although they are a very 
active club too,” explained 

Woods.
 The Lions received help 

from Lions Clubs Interna-
tional, which saw the proj-
ect as a worthy cause.

“We are very happy that 
Lions International sup-
ported us,” he said. “Beyond 
that we just tried to raise 
our $200,000 and the gals 
their $50,000 and we are 
done.”

In the past, the Lions 
have helped contribute to a 
range of projects, from com-
munity halls to trails and 
sports fields, so the project 

was in line with their key 
values, Woods noted.

“It was just a matter of 
being convinced that it was 
a worthwhile cause, that we 
could help as many people 
as possible,” he said. “For 
this one we thought it was 
a good organization worthy 
of support and obviously 
they responded because our 
name is on the building as 
Lions Resource Centre. We 
are the largest contributor 
towards the project. So we 
felt the same way and they 
really needed money, that’s 
our mandate to help those 
in need in our respective 
communities and that’s 
what we did.” 

Woods says he is happy to 
see all of the good the build-
ing has done in the commu-
nity already.

“I am very pleased about 
that, it will be there help-
ing people for a long time,” 
he said. “It is obviously 
fulfilling a need. It is just an 
amazing organization.”

The new facility com-
bines many of WCS pro-
grams and services includ-
ing the Woolwich Thrift 
Shop, provides a larger 
Food Bank with a separate 
entrance and allows for 
private offices and confi-
dential spaces to meet with 
program participants.

ALI WILSON

Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz (left) joined members of both the Elmira Lions and Woolwich Community Lions clubs as well as the team at Woolwich Community Services on Wednesday as 
the service clubs presented their final donation to the WCS building campaign. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Four local girls are candidates for the title of ambassador at the 2017 Wellesley Township Fall Fair. A 
winner will be chosen on September 12, the opening day of the fair. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Wellesley fair season 
starts with selecting 
a new ambassador
It is that time again to present the contestants for the Wellesley 
Township Fall Fair ambassador program. 

Contestants are required to live in or attend school in the Welles-
ley, Wilmot, Woolwich or Perth East Townships and be between 
the ages of 17 and 23. Before the competition, individuals present a 
two- or three-minute prepared speech and complete a display board. 
On the day of the fair, both will be presented and  contestants are 
required to complete an interview with community judges. 

The incumbent, Miranda Schultz, will be passing on her tiara to 
one of the four young women at the fall fair on September 12. 

Katie Kneisel
This being Katie’s 
second time run-
ning for fall fair 
ambassador, the 
veteran contestant 
is excited to have the 
opportunity to be more 
involved.

“I personally cannot wait to meet 
and work with new and amazing 
people, to learn new skills as well as 
build on my previous experiences as a 
public speaker,” she said. “I hope that 
this opportunity will also allow me to 
become even more involved in and to 
give back to the Wellesley community 
through the events connected with 
the fall fair ambassador competition.”

The 19-year-old New Hamburg 
resident is graduating as an honor 
roll student from Waterloo-Oxford 
District Secondary School. She is off 
to Wilfrid Laurier University to start 
her bachelor of kinesiology degree 
in September, hoping to one day be a 
secondary school teacher in physical 
education, English or art.

An active member of her high 
school community, Katie was awarded 
the bronze medal for contributing 
more than 400 hours to her school 
community, she also danced, played 
sports and was involved in the stu-
dent activities council.

Outside of school, she is an em-
ployee of the Township of Wellesley, is 
a dance teacher and works part-time 
at Marble Slab.

In her spare time, Katie is heavily 
involved in her church community, 
volunteers with the Wellesley Opti-
mist Club events and dances at Centre 
Stage Dance Studio.

Mary Ellen McCormick
One of eight children, 
Mary Ellen grew up on a farm 
where she spent most of her 
free time. Each year, she 
enjoys the fall fair. When 
nominated, she welcomed the 
challenge as a chance to repre-
sent the fair she loves.

“When I got asked if I wanted to run for the 
Wellesley fall fair ambassador, I thought it 
would be a great opportunity to get out and 
learn new things. Ever since I was a child I’ve 
been extremely shy and still haven’t been able 
to get to the point where I feel comfortable 
meeting new people, let alone public speak-
ing,” she explained. “I look forward to the chal-
lenge it will bring me, and I hope to overcome 
my difficulties and feel more confident.”

The 18-year-old student at Waterloo-Oxford 
is a wiz at welding, having excelled greatly at it 
in high school, creating unique garden art. She 
continues on doing welding jobs at home on 
the farm. You can also find Mary Ellen baking, 
decorating cakes and spending lots of time en-
joying the outdoors. Each summer she says she 
looks forward to planting a garden with new 
and different varieties of vegetables to display 
at the fall fair.

Not only did she achieve a place on the 
honour roll throughout high school, she also 
started her own business where she breeds and 
raises meat goats, a venture that has grown 
substantially since its start last year. In her free 
time she volunteers at her church, works at the 
Ontario Livestock Exchange and helps with her  
family’s Fall Harvest Farm.

Since she enjoys working with animals she 
wants to continue to raise and expand her goat 
business while also helping to raise other ani-
mals. 

Mary Ellen is planning to go to college, 
though she hasn’t decided if she wants to pro-
ceed in agriculture or the health field.

Maddi Da Rosa
Maddi says 
she ac-
cepted the 
nomination 
because 
the opportu-
nity to be fair 
ambassador provides many 
unique opportunities that are 
difficult to find elsewhere.

“I would  love to become 
more knowledgeable about my 
community and be known as 
someone who cares about set-
ting a good example and put-
ting their best foot forward in 
everything they do,” she said.

Outside of her school, Water-
loo-Oxford, she currently works 
at both the Wellesley Arena 
and New Orleans Pizza in New 
Hamburg. 

Very involved in the arts, the 
17-year-old is a competitive 
dancer, and has been featured 
in both a Theatre Wellesley 
performance and a Kitchener 
Waterloo Musical Production.

A recipient of the Wellesley’s 
Junior Citizen of the Year, 
Maddi does extensive volunteer 
work both around her school 
and in her community.

As someone who is fascinat-
ed by the world’s happenings 
around her, she hopes to pur-
sue a career in social sciences. 
Lately she has been intrigued 
by Brock University’s course 
on pop culture, but ultimately 
she wants to be able to perform, 
travel and write about her expe-
riences. 

Janessa Pretorius
Having received a Junior 
Ambassador medal for three 
years, Janessa felt the natural 
next step was to run for the 
Wellesley fair ambassador.

“I have a true passion for the 
Wellesley fall fair, my commu-
nity and for volunteering. The fair ambassador 
brings these three qualities together. Having the 
honour of representing our local area and meet-
ing new people at the same time, as it allows the 
opportunity to learn more about the agricultural 
side,” she said.

Janessa has a lengthy list of accomplish-
ments, awards and volunteer service, including 
raising money for the Wellesley accessibility 
park and KW Humane Society. She was hon-
oured earlier this year by receiving the RBC 
‘Make 150 Count’ award, and has volunteered 
with WYAC (Wellesley Youth Advisory Council) 
for four years, at the Wellesley Apple Butter and 
Cheese Festival and the Wellesley Fall Fair for 
three years, Wellesley Idol for two years, the 
wedding dress show this past spring, the Welles-
ley Soap Box Derby, the Wellesley Home Show, 
the Wellesley Horticulture Society, vacation 
bible school and the Groundwater Festival at the 
Museum. 

A Grade 12 student at WODSS, she is involved 
in their concert choir, Students Without Borders 
and their badminton team, all while maintain-
ing a 90 average. She is currently working as a 
student page at the Waterloo Regional Library 
headquarters.

Janessa is working towards being accepted 
into the global business and digital arts program 
at the University of Waterloo for September 
2018. She says in the future she hopes to contin-
ue to travel, but is always happy to return home 
to Wellesley where she wants to remain involved 
in committees around the township – such as 
the horticulture society and the Wellesley Men-
nonite Church.
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bewilderment and sense 
of loss seeing her home 
submerged in the waters. 
Turning her attention to the 
officials seated together, 
she was especially scathing, 
saying, “I don’t trust you 
anymore.”

“I’m sorry the system let 
you down,” Woolwich May-
or Sandy Shantz responded. 
“But it wasn’t Dwight (Boyd) 
that let you down, it was the 
system.”

According to Boyd, the 
GRCA had issued flood 
warnings at 1:30 p.m. that 
day through all the usual 
channels, but admitted the 
message had been ineffec-
tive at reaching people.

“I think the thing that 
we did discover during this 
event through some com-
ments from folks was the 
cell coverage isn’t perfect 
over the township or over 
the watershed, and there 
can be delays on a recipi-
ent’s provider’s end also. 
So email isn’t the perfect 
technology, and we need to 
recognize that.”

One change the GRCA 
wanted to put in place go-
ing forward, explained 
Boyd, was a new five-level 
system that divided the 
areas around the river into 
five flood zones. A level one 

flood warning, for example, 
meant that properties in 
the level one zone (typi-
cally right along the river’s 
edge and in other low-lying 
areas) were at risk of floods. 
A level 3 alert meant that 
those people farther out 
from the river, in the level 
3 flood zone, were at risk of 
being inundated. An easy 
to read map would be put 
on the website to help resi-
dents find out their flood 
zone and keep track accord-
ingly.

“We need some broader 
township mapping so that 
when we get into these 
more extreme events, less 
frequent events, that other 
structures or other locations 
that don’t typically flood, 
we can anticipate that 
they’re going to flood,” said 
Boyd.

The new mapping would 
be part of an overall rework-
ing of the GRCA’s warning 
system, which Boyd said 
needed to be clearer in its 
message.

But while most of the talk 
focused on communication, 
some residents questioned 
whether the flood could 
have been averted, or at 
least drastically reduced, 
with the Shand Dam on Bel-
wood Lake.

The dam typically serves 
a dual purpose: flow aug-
mentation, when there is 
a drought, for example, 
water can be released from 
the reservoir to increase 
the river flow; and flood 
prevention, in which the 
reservoir takes in excess 
water to prevent the rivers 
from overflowing. Boyd 
explained that to serve both 
purposes, the dam needed 
to strike a careful balance 
between retaining too much 
water and too little.

On the day of the flood, 
June 23, the dam was 
initially at an operating 
capacity of 88 per cent, 

which Boyd describes as the 
normal level for the season. 
When the rain fell, the dam 
levels rose to its maximum 
safe threshold at 90 per 
cent, and the GRCA had no 
choice but to release some 
of the water. The dam could 
not stop the flood, says 
Boyd, but it was able to limit 
the extent of the flooding 
as well as delay it by four 
hours.

Resident Tony Dowling, 
however, questioned the 
decision of leaving the dam 
so close to its maximum 
capacity, which prevented 
the GRCA from being able 
to absorb much of the rain-
fall. Dowling accepted that 
while the flooding itself was 
unexpected in June, the 
eventuality of such an event 
was guaranteed – the river 
was bound to flood at one 
point or another. He asked 
the GRCA to consider lower-

ing the water levels in the 
dam to accommodate unex-
pected rainfalls, a request 
echoed by other residents 
in the flood zone, including 
Miriam Gingrich.

“I want to add my voice 
to many others to strongly 
urge you to please keep the 
upper level limit lower in 
the dam, especially when 
the ground is saturated. 
High levels have been the 
problem for some of our 
worst flooding,” said Gin-
grich, a long-time resident 
along the Grand River in 
West Montrose.

“If the dam level is high 
you really can’t help as 
much. It’s too late and 
there’s just no time.”

The potential for dam-
age to the covered bridge in 
West Montrose, and the lack 
of protection for the histori-
cal site, was also raised by 
concerned townspeople. 
The bridge spanning the 
Grand River has been a 
fixture of the village and a 
significant tourist attraction 
for years. Residents report-
ed with indignation and 
anger seeing the beloved 
landmark struck numerous 
times by heavy trees and 
park benches caught in the 
flooded river.

“(The covered bridge) 
is the only one in Ontario, 
it is a Canadian treasure 
and shame on you for not 
treating it as such,” said an 
inn and shopkeeper to the 
officials, earning a round of 
applause from the crowd.

Of course more than just 
the bridge got damaged 
in the flood, and another 
sticking point was who 
would pick up the bill for 
the waterlogged homes 
and dashed property. The 
township submitted an ap-
plication to the province for 
disaster relief funds, with 
Woolwich fire chief Dale 
Martin noting the paper-
work was currently under 
review.

There were also calls for 
a “garbage amnesty” with 
the Region of Waterloo to 
dispose of the larger levels 
of soaked debris on people’s 
property, which the town-
ship said they would look 
into.

While many residents 
were mollified by the solu-
tions proffered by the GRCA 
and township, the consen-
sus seemed to be that the 
system had failed.

“We think that the GRCA 
was not adequately pre-
pared for this event. We 
think that the response 
from the GRCA in manag-
ing the flows through the 
watershed were not ad-
equate. We think the lack of 
notification was abysmal on 
part of both the GRCA and 
the Township of Woolwich,” 
said Tony Dowling.

MEETING: Communication protocol likely the first change to come of review of June 23 flood
FROM | COVER

Residents filled the West Montrose United Church Monday evening for a public meeting to discuss the aftermath of the June 23 flood. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Law  Office

Woods, Clemens, Fletcher
& Cronin

are pleased to announce that 
MICHEL HOULE has joined our 
firm as an associate lawyer.
Mr. Houle was called to the bar in 
June of  this year. He spent a 
summer as a student with our office 
in 2015, prior to completing law 
school and articling with Madorin, 
Snyder LLP in Kitchener. 

Mr. Houle was raised on a farm in 
Alberta and has moved to Wellesley 
with his wife and daughter. He is 
happy to join Woods, Clemens, 
Fletcher & Cronin, a law firm 
established in Elmira in 1971.

9 Memorial Ave.
Elmira, Ontario N3B 2Z6

Telephone: 519-669-5101

26 Wellington St. S.
drayton, Ontario N0B 1P0
Telephone: 519-638-5767

lawoffice@woodsclemens.ca

Professional Corporation - Lawyers
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POLICE BLOTTER

Don’t leave pets unattended 
in vehicles, police warn
FOLLOWING SOME RECENT 
CALLS, police are remind-
ing pet owners not to leave 
their animals unattended 
in their vehicles.

On a day where the tem-
perature is 26 degrees Cel-
sius, the temperature in-
side a vehicle parked in the 
shade reaches 32 degrees 
Celsius. If you leave your 
motor vehicle in the sun, 
the temperature can reach 
71 degrees Celsius. This is 
extremely hot and can have 
devastating effects on your 
pet, police note.

Dogs and cats pant to 
cool themselves, but this 
is ineffective when they 
are surrounded by heat. 
On summer days the air 
and upholstery in your 
vehicle can heat up to high 
temperatures that make it 
impossible for pets to cool 
themselves. Your pet will 
be more comfortable if left 
at home.

If you see an animal in 
a vehicle on a warm or hu-
mid day who you believe 
may be in distress, gather 
as much information as 
you can. Obtain the make, 
model and licence plate of 
the vehicle, and immedi-
ately enter the store and 

have the owner paged. You 
can also contact police.

J U LY  1 8

1:36 PM | A 50-year-old 
Waterloo man driving a black 
Dodge Caravan was travelling 
on King Street North near Bridge 
Street in Woolwich Township when 
his vehicle was rear-ended by a 
gold BMW driven by a driven by a 
62-year-old Ariss man.  The driver 

was conducted, was also charged 
with having ‘no brake lights,’ ‘no 
directional signals’ and ‘fail to have 
insurance card.’ The driver of the 
E-bike was charged with ‘operate 
motor vehicle with no insurance,’ 
‘drive motor vehicle with no 
permit’ and ‘driving under suspen-
sion.’ Any witnesses to this collision 
are asked to call Waterloo Regional 
Police at 519-653-7700, ext. 4499.
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11:25 AM | A 17-year-old 
Waterloo man was driving a 
red Ford SUV northbound on 
Hutchinson Road in Wellesley 
Township. The driver attempted to 
turn onto Weimer Line but failed 
to negotiate the turn.  The vehicle 

left the roadway, hit a stop sign 
and a tree. The 48-year-old female 
passenger, also from Waterloo, was 
taken to hospital by ambulance, 
having sustained a broken arm. The 
driver was charged with ‘turn not 
in safety.’  The vehicle was towed 
from the scene.

J U LY  2 3

12:00 AM | A 23-year-old 
Windsor man was driving a red 
Hyundai SUV on Notre Dame Drive 
in Wilmot Township when he lost 
control of his vehicle on the bend 
between Berlett’s Road and Moser 
Young Road, drove off the roadway 
and struck a hydro pole, severing it 
in half.  When police arrived, their 
investigation led them to arrest 

NO ONE INJURED IN ROLLOVER

The cash keeps 
a-flowin’

The Township of Centre Wellington 
is $597,953 richer this week thanks to 
first-quarter (April to June) non-tax 
gaming revenue payment from the 
Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corpora-
tion for hosting OLG Slots at Grand 
River Raceway.

Centre Wellington has received more 
than $27.3 million to fill its coffers since 
the facility first opened. 

These payments are made under a 
formula in the Municipality Contribu-
tion Agreement that determines the 

fee municipalities receive for hosting 
an OLG gaming facility and are based 
on an escalating scale of slot machine 
revenue that is consistent across all 
sites in Ontario. Under the agreement, 
municipalities receive: 5.25% on the 
first $65 million of slot revenue;  3% on 
the next $135 million of slot revenue; 
2.5% on the next $300 million of slot 
revenue; 0.5% on slot revenue above 
$500 million; and, the new element, 
4% on table game revenue.

At approximately $2 billion annually, 
OLG provides the Ontario government 
with its largest source of non-tax 
revenue. Some $115 million has been 
allocated this year for distribution 

through the Ontario Trillium Founda-
tion.

Breakfast nets 
$2,900 for WCS

Township Mayor Sandy Shantz 
presented Woolwich Community 
Services with a donation of $2,900 July 
21, the proceeds from her first “state of 
the township” address.

The event, held June 7, was attended 
by some 110 people, with tickets sold 
as a fundraiser for the social services 
agency.

“I am happy that the event was such 
a success, and that we were able to 

collect $2,900 from the proceeds to 
donate to Woolwich Community Ser-
vices. WCS provides critical programs 
to township residents of all ages, 
and I know that the additional funds 
will be used directly by those who 
need them,” said Kelly Christie, the 
organization’s executive director.

Bank robbery
in Milverton

Police are searching for a male 
suspect following a robbery Tuesday 
afternoon at the CIBC branch in 
Milverton.

The lone man entered the bank on 

Main Street North shortly after 1:30 
p.m. and confronted employees with 
a weapon. A quantity of money was 
taken at which time the suspect then 
fled on foot in an unknown direction, 
the Perth County Ontario Provincial 
Police reported.

No bank staff were injured during the 
incident.

The suspect is described as a white 
male, approximately 6’0” tall, with 
a thin build, wearing a shirt and a 
grey zip up sweater. The sweater had 
the image of an eagle on the back of 
it. He was also wearing long green 
shorts and a ball cap with a Budweiser 
emblem on the front of it. The suspect 

had a blue and white bandanna 
partially covering his face.

Members of the OPP Emergency 
Response Team, OPP Canine unit and 
Perth County OPP crime unit were 
deployed to the area and are assisting 
in this investigation. 

 The Perth County OPP Crime Unit is 
requesting anyone with information 
that can assist police to call 1-888-
310-1122 or (519) 393-6123. Should you 
wish to remain anonymous, call Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) 
or submit a secure web-tip at www.
pc-crimestoppers.ca/, where you may 
be eligible to receive a cash reward of 
up to $2,000.

A domesticated pet is 
dependent on the owner 
for proper care such as 
food, shelter and water. 
The Criminal Code of 
Canada has specific 
sections that deal with the 
mistreatment of animals:

• Cause unnecessary 
suffering maximum 
sentence of 5 years in jail

• Injure or endanger an 
animal maximum sentence 
of 5 years in jail

• Neglect an animal 
maximum sentence of 
2 years in jail

the driver for impaired operation 
of a motor vehicle. The driver 
was transported to hospital with 
minor injuries. As a result of the 
investigation, he was charged with 
the Criminal Code offence of ‘failure 
to provide a breath sample.’   

3:00 PM | County of 
Wellington OPP was dispatched 
to a break-in at a residence on 
Wellington Road 86, near Ariss, 
where an unknown suspect forced 
open a garage door before forcing 
open an interior door and accessing 
the home. Initial estimates indicate 
that approximately $3,000 in 
jewellery and cash were stolen. 
The OPP are looking for a silver 
SUV involved with the theft. Later, 
police were dispatched to a second 
break-and-enter at a residence on 
Wellington Road 86, near Ariss. 
Unknown suspect accessed the 
home through a rear patio door. 
Suspects rummaged through the 
home, however no property has 
been identified as stolen. Any 
person with information regarding 
any of these incidents should 
contact the Wellington County OPP 
at 1-888-310-1122. Should you wish 
to remain anonymous, you may 
call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 (TIPS) or submit a tip on-line 
at www.csgw.tips. You may be 
eligible for a reward from Crime 
Stoppers of up to $2,000.

of the BMW was charged with ‘care-
less driving.’ Both vehicles suffered 
moderate damage, but there were 
no injuries.

2:45 PM | Police responded to 
a two-vehicle collision on Victoria 
Street near Breslau. A southbound 
tractor trailer, being driven by a 
69-year-old Stratford resident, 
and a southbound E-bike, which 
was being driven by a 50-year-old 
Kitchener man. As a result of ap-
parent road rage, the E-bike driver 
was allegedly cut off and forced 
off the road. He was thrown off 
his bike, receiving minor injuries. 
The driver of the tractor trailer was 
charged with ‘dangerous driving’ 
and, after a vehicle inspection 

Wellesley FireFit team qualifies for nationals with 
showing at Wasaga Beach competition

ALI WILSON

LOCAL VOLUNTEER 
FIREFIGHTERS ARE off to 
another scorching FireFit 
season.

Showing off their ath-
leticism the Township 
of Wellesley Fire Depart-
ment’s FireFit team is set to 
go to nationals after their 
very first challenge of the 
season in Wasaga Beach 
early in July.

The five-person team of 
Madison Lavigne, Steve 
Grein, Clayton Greer, Dave 
Uberig and Wes Balfour 

is competing this year 
for their very first time 
together. Although Lavi-
gne, Uberig and Greer are 
returning competitors, it’s 
the first season for Grein 
and Balfour.

FireFit is a competition 
based on firefighting tasks 
commonly performed in 
emergency situations, chal-
lenging participants to per-
form the strenuous tasks in 
a timed race format. Teams 
take part in regional com-
petitions throughout the 
summer in hopes of mak-
ing it to nationals, where 

teams from all over the 
country fight to be named 
the best in Canada.

“Throughout the sum-
mer they do FireFit region-
als. Each competition is 
trying to better yourself, 
trying to get a better time 
that what you did in the 
last competition and basi-
cally you keep running 
until you get a time to 
qualify you for nationals,” 
said Lavigne. “We actually 
qualified for everything in 
Wasaga Beach, so we are 
in pretty good shape right 
now.”

Regional’s are tradi-
tionally a two-day event. 
The first day consists of 
individual events, females 
competing before males 
in an obstacle course of 
sorts where they are re-
quired to do ascend and 
then descend on a tower 
by stairs, next they must 
hoist a hose to the top 
landing of the tower, using 
a chopping simulator com-
petitors are next tasked 
with a forcible entry, and 
then run to a fully charged 
houseline. As the fifth leg 
of the task, firefighters 

must show their ability 
with the hose, dragging 
it 75 feet and then hitting 
a target with the water. 
Finally, competitors must 
complete a victim rescue 
of a 165-pound manne-
quin.

“That is totally on your 
own. So you try to do your 
best, run your fastest,” said 
Lavigne.

The following day is 
referred to as a relay day 
which encompasses multi-
ple firefighters on the team 
to compete together. 

“There is what we call 

an X3, but it really is a 
tandem of two people,” 
she said, noting that it is a 
two-person technical race. 
“I ran that with one of the 
guys from the team and 
then we also do the five-
person mixed relay. They 
break it down into catego-
ries, so there are all-girls 
teams, there are all-guys 
teams, and then there are 
mixed teams, which is 
guys and girls – we are do-
ing the volunteer mixed-
relay team this year.”

FIREFIT | 24

A driver travelling on Ament Line in Wellesley Township July 12 
lost control and drove into the ditch. No one was injured. 
[ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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SHORT ON MEA CULPAS and long on finger 
pointing, this week’s public meeting in West 
Montrose was always going to be unsatisfying.

If only for fear of legal liability, officials weren’t going to 
admit wrongdoing or even much in the way of an apology 
for the events of June 23, when rivers in the Grand system 
overflowed their banks. Monday night’s meeting was in part 
about public-relations, trying to mollify residents, and in 
part about letting those who experienced flooding vent their 
spleens.

It’s unlikely anyone was truly satisfied.
The Grand River Conservation Authority explained what 

happened in the aftermath of a tremendous rainfall in the 
north part of the watershed. Much of what followed was 
unprecedented. The large volumes of water, coming on the 
heels of a wet spring that saw reservoirs at high levels, made 
for a much different scenario than, say, a summertime flash 
flood following an extended drought. We’ve seen plenty of 
dry summers ... just not this year.

While the flooding wasn’t life-threatening, it did create 
hardships for some people, particularly in West Montrose. 
Residents were naturally unhappy, and it’s common to cast 
about for someone to blame. 

Water levels rise and floods do happen, however. That 
said, the existence of an agency that monitors the river sys-
tem – indeed, its mandate is to provide flood control – would 
lead residents to expect that more could have been done on 
June 23. At the very least, there could have been more warn-
ing – early and often – about the possibility of something 
more than the usual amounts of flooding along the river.

In the short-term, a better notification systems is prob-
ably the one doable change that could come of the GRCA’s 
review of the flood. While there’s talk of better monitoring 
and computer models for predicting future events, such 
things require time and money, the latter being in short 
supply as Queen’s Park has routinely curtailed the budgets 
of conservation authorities in the province. Enhancing 
communication, especially directly to the public, is a much 
easier matter.

Many of residents’ complaints center on the timing of 
warnings, which came hours after the GRCA itself grew con-
cerned about water levels and flows in the system. Keeping 
the public in the loop right from the start would eliminate 
that issue.

Though the flooding wasn’t a real emergency per se, town-
ship and regional officials also found more than a few short-
comings in their own response. With them, too, there was a 
learning experience about information flows and coordinat-
ing efforts, which might be more critical in a situation where 
lives are at risk.

That lessons have been learned is to be not only hoped, 
but expected. If this were a one-time event, there would be 
less concern. Climate models, however, tells us to expect 
more frequent extreme weather episodes. Around here, that 
could translate in to more such epic rainfalls. Alternatively, 
there could be more droughts. 

For the GRCA, such extremes pose a real problem. Its 
system of dams and reservoirs not only serve to mitigate 
floods, but store water to help augment the flow of rivers to 
provide useful flows downstream in a typical summer where 
dry weather, and even droughts, create just the opposite 
problem: falling reservoir levels and low flows throughout 
the system.

Risk can’t be eliminated. Nor, realistically, can the floods 
themselves – there will be more. But residents must feel like 
something is being done.

Flood fallout sees 
need for changes 
to warning system

Zofia Romaszewska, 
now in her 80s, was jailed 
during the years of martial 
law in Poland in the early 
1980s. She is a national 
hero for her human rights 
activities in the 1980s and 
is now one of President An-
drzej Duda’s advisers. Last 
week she persuaded him to 
veto the government’s new 
laws on the courts.

She told him: “Mr Presi-
dent, I lived in a state (un-
der Communist rule) where 
the prosecutor general had 
an unbelievably powerful 
position and could practi-
cally do anything. I would 
not like to go back to such a 
state.” And President Duda 
actually listened to her. 
This came as a complete 
surprise, because Duda 
was a member of the ruling 
Law and Justice Party and 
is widely seen as a puppet 
of its leader, Jaroslaw Kac-
zynski. On Monday, how-
ever, he rejected new laws 
giving the justice minister 
the power to fire judges he 
doesn’t like – including, 
potentially, the entire Su-

Poland: A pause on the march to autocracy
preme Court – and choose 
the new judges who take 
their places.

“As president I don’t feel 
this law would strengthen a 
sense of justice,” Duda said 
in a statement – or rather, 
an under-statement – on 
national television. His 
action has greatly encour-
aged the hundreds of thou-
sands of people who have 
been demonstrating in cit-
ies all over Poland against 
the new laws, but there are 
still many who doubt his 
sincerity.

Poland is sharply divided 
between the populists, so-
cially conservative, deeply 
Catholic, and ultra-nation-
alist, who form the present 
government, and the oppo-
sition whom they label “the 
system” or “the elite.” This 
system allegedly includes 
both the liberals who led 
Solidarity’s resistance to 
Communist rule, and the 
crypto-Communists who 
supposedly still exist and 
are now in league with the 
liberals.

The whole thing is a par-
anoid fantasy, but it has a 
firm hold on many people’s 
minds in a national culture 
that wallows in victim-
hood and self-pity. The 
Law and Justice govern-

ment, elected in late 2015 
with an absolute majority 
in parliament, denounces 
the opposition parties as 
corrupt traitors under for-
eign influence, and they in 
turn mistrust everything 
the government says and 
does – including President 
Duda’s change of heart. 
He’s just playing for time, 
they think. He’ll get the 
demonstrators to go home 
and then he’ll sign some 
slightly altered version of 
the laws stripping the judg-
es of their independence. 
And maybe they are right. 
Nobody will know for sure 
until they see the govern-
ment’s response to his veto. 
This is not just about Po-
land. It is about whether 
the EU will tolerate an un-
democratic government in 
its midst, and the evidence 
isn’t in yet.

As soon as it won of-
fice 20 months ago, the 
Law and Justice Party 
turned the state-owned 
broadcaster, previously 
politically neutral, into the 
propaganda arm of the rul-
ing party. It also destroyed 
the independence of the 
civil service, replacing the 
professionals with its own 
party loyalists. But when 
it turned on the courts, it 

started to face real push-
back from the EU.

The EU is probably the 
only reason that the former 
Communist-ruled states 
of Eastern Europe almost 
all became democracies. 
They desperately wanted to 
be members of the EU as a 
safeguard against renewed 
Russian interference in 
their affairs – and the EU 
insists that all its members 
be democratic.

Not only that, but it care-
fully defines how demo-
cratic states should behave, 
and a basic principle is the 
separation of powers: the 
courts must not be under 
government control. When 
the Law and Justice Party 
introduced laws that start-
ed taking away the judges’ 
independence, it ran head-
on into the EU’s rules for 
membership.

Senior EU officials were 
openly talking about strip-
ping Poland of its voting 
rights in the Council of 
Ministers (the closest thing 
to an EU government) until 
Duda said he would veto 
the new laws. If it turns 
out that he is only playing 
for time and will soon sign 
quite similar laws, the con-

DYER | 8

Faced with angry residents and prospects of more flooding, officials float a few ideas for hedging your bets.
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Study after study points to Wynne’s mismanagement of electrical system

Electricity costs in 
Ontario have outstripped 
inflation, the marginal 
growth in the economy, 
increases in income and 
our ability to pay. 

That’s not really news 
to most of us, as we see 
firsthand how bills have 
skyrocketed – first bi-
monthly and now monthly 
as the Wynne government 
attempts to camouflage its 
mismanagement by chang-
ing the billing cycle, at a 
not-inconsequential cost to 
utilities such as Waterloo 
North Hydro. Report after 
report outlines the depth 
of the province’s failures, 
and last week’s study from 
the Fraser Institute is no 
exception.

Ontario electricity prices 
increased twice as fast as 
the national average over 
the past decade, and the av-
erage Toronto resident now 
pays $60 more per month 
than the average Canadian 
for electricity, the highest 
rates in the country, the 
report finds. Electricity 

prices in Ontario increased 
2.5 times faster than On-
tario income levels be-
tween 2008 and 2015 (the 
latest year of income data). 
Prices rose a staggering 71 
per cent between 2008 and 
2016, more than double the 
national average increase 
of 34 per cent over the 
same time.

For example, residents 
in Toronto pay, on average, 
$201 per month (includ-
ing taxes) – an increase 
of $77.09 over the past six 
years. Ottawa residents 
pay $183 per month. Com-
pare that to the monthly 
electricity bills in Montreal 
($83), Calgary and Edmon-
ton ($109), and Vancouver 
($114) and it’s hard not to 
argue the government has 
failed Ontarians (on this 
front and many others).

A homeowner in Mani-
toba or Quebec has a hydro 
bill that is literally half 
the price an Ontario fam-
ily would pay for the same 
amount of power.

That’s the crux of much 
of the criticism, but not the 
only issue at play. The pub-
lic isn’t convinced we’re 
getting good value in the 
wake of the government’s 
policy decisions.

From rural residents 
fighting against wind farms 
to the overly-generous 
rates paid to providers 
of renewable power, the 
Green Energy Act has been 
a public relations night-
mare from the start. From 
the get-go its projects were 
associated with rising pric-
es, though initially the im-
pact was minimal. That’s 
changing as more projects 
come online, making green 
energy even more problem-
atic in some quarters for a 
government intent on fol-
lowing that path. 

Then there’s the nuclear 
issue. Supporters point 
to the steady supply of 
emission-free power. Crit-
ics point out the inherent 
risks, especially in the 
waste, and the massive cost 
overruns.

The government wants 
to press ahead with refur-
bishing plans to keep some 
of the current generators 
going, but has backed away 
somewhat from a building 
program.

Even those who praised 
the government’s decision 
to phase out coal take issue 
with its energy plan going 
forward.

The latest study finds 

that Ontario’s high prices 
are directly tied to the 
provincial government’s 
phase-out of coal energy, 
poorly structured long-
term renewable energy 
generation contracts and 
other policy choices.

What’s more, to address 
the high costs faced by 
residents, Queen’s Park 
has recently announced a 
plan to use debt-financing 
to artificially lower current 
electricity prices. However, 
this plan will result in new 
charges being added to 
future bills – one way or 
another, the province will 
dig deeper into your pock-
ets while providing little in 
return.

“The Ontario govern-
ment and its energy policy 
decisions share a lot of 
blame for the current cri-
sis in electricity prices,” 
argues Kenneth Green, Fra-
ser Institute senior direc-
tor of energy and natural 
resource studies and co-
author of the study. “On-
tario residents need real 
policy reform to help make 
electricity affordable again, 
not just short-sighted shell 
games that borrow from fu-
ture ratepayers to subsidize 
current bills.”

Between 2006 and 2014, 
Ontarians overpaid for 
electricity by $37 billion, 
and will be overcharged 
by another $133 billion by 
2032. Rather than pay me 
now or pay me later, Ontar-
ians are subject to an end-
less cash grab of pay me 
now and pay me later

While prices reflect 
increased costs for deal-
ing with an aging system, 
much of the overpayment 
can be traced to poor poli-
cies. The Liberals routinely 
ignored expert advice – 
and even common sense 
– in pursuit of ill-advised 
policies, political patron-
age and vote-buying, deci-
sions that went well past 
the billion dollars flushed 
away on the gas plant fi-
asco.

Despite all the extra 
money we’ve been dump-
ing into it, the electri-
cal system continues to 
worsen, with a high risk of 
failure, we’re warned.

Then there’s the Green 
Energy Act, which began 
as a minor cost item in 
the name of promoting 
cleaner, renewable tech-
nologies to replace coal 
and other fossil fuels. With 
exorbitant rate guarantees 

to providers, projects such 
as solar- and wind-powered 
generators came online 
in a sudden rush, even as 
demand dropped. Ontario 
was selling surplus elec-
tricity at discount rates, 
and even paying others to 
take it, passing the mas-
sive losses on to consumers 
who faced escalating bills 
even as they cut back and 
attempted to make use of 
time-of-day pricing.

The installation of smart 
meters in conjunction with 
time-of-use pricing was 
supposed to help us lower 
our electricity bills. That’s 
not been the case. In most 
instances, the savings have 
been minor if they’ve come 
at all.

The reason? The actual 
electricity we use is just 
part of the cost, as you 
can plainly see on a bill 
that itemizes such items 
as transmission and debt-
retirement costs. And then 
there’s the global adjust-
ment fee. Once a minor 
item that reflected the cost 
of bringing new generating 
capacity online, it’s now a 
major player in the lighten-
ing of your wallet. What’s 

What is your favourite flavor of ice cream?

“Cotton candy.”

 » Natasha Diskic

“Chocolate chip cookie dough.”

 » Cassidy Hunt

“Cherry cheesecake.”

 » Connor Dingelstad

“Cotton candy.”

 » Mason Spark

“I like all ice cream! But probably, 
Moosetracks.”

 » Lori Brubacher

“Poland is by far the biggest beneficiary of transfers from the EU budget to poorer member countries.” Gwynne Dyer | 6

KANNON | 8
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NATIONAL VIEW DYER: EU will have its hands 
full if Poland takes a bad turn
FROM | 6

 » Statistics Canada

$5.99/lb. Reg.$6.69/lb.POR K  BA CK RIBS

$3.29/lb. Reg.$3.99/lb.PORK SHOULDER ROAST

$4.29/lb. Reg.$4.95/lb.

FEATURE ITEM:

BONELESS

PO R K  S CH NI T Z E L
BREADED

PLAIN & GARLIC

PORK SAUSAGE
$299

/lb.

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - NOON

Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

Reg.
$3.75/lb.

CALL 519-206-0336CONESTOGO www.koebelhcm.com
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

 Rebates up to $1400
 Financing Available

UPGRADEUPGRADE

TODAY!TODAY!
YOUR A/CYOUR A/C$5200$5200

FURNACE & A/C
   PACKAGES
FURNACE & A/C
   PACKAGES
STARTING

 AT
STARTING

 AT

CALL FOR DETAILSCALL FOR DETAILS

frontation will resume – 
and the EU might even re-
sort to financial measures 
against Poland.

Poland is by far the big-
gest beneficiary of trans-
fers from the EU budget to 
poorer member countries: 
in the budgetary period 
2014-2020, it is scheduled 
to get $96 billion. Some or 
all of that money might 
stop coming if Poland were 
no longer a member in 
good standing.

The Polish government 
cannot plausibly threaten 
to quit the European Union: 
75 per cent of Poles see EU 
membership as a vital coun-

ter-balance to the looming 
presence of Russia to their 
east. The EU holds all the 
best cards in this game, if it 
chooses to play them.

But will it?
That is not clear. The 

EU is not famous for its 
willingness to take bold 
action, and it would have to 
overcome the opposition of 
Hungary, another ex-Com-
munist EU member that 
also has an authoritarian 
government (though a less 
extreme one). But the EU’s 
own cohesion would suf-
fer if it did not defend its 
fundamental values, so if 
Duda is only fooling there 
may be a real showdown in 
a month or two.

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) rose 1% on a year-over-year basis in 
June, following a 1.3% gain in May. Energy prices decreased in the 
12 months to June, after increasing in May. At the same time, prices 
for food rose year over year in June, following a small decline in 
May. Excluding food and energy, the CPI was up 1.4% on a 
year-over-year basis in June, matching the gain in May.

 » NDP house leader Gilles Bisson noting that Wynne’s former top advisors Patricia 
Sorbara and Gerry Lougheed will be tried for allegedly violating the Elections Act 
related to bribery accusations in Glenn Thibeault’s Sudbury byelection

“In the coming weeks, Ontarians will have to sit through the news 
from two criminal trials related to how Kathleen Wynne and the 
Liberals do business. It’s unprecedented for a sitting premier to be 
called to testify in a criminal trial – I can see why Ontarians feel she 
has betrayed their trust.”

 » From the July 29, 2006 edition of The Observer

The vacant former Winterbourne Public School will hear the 
familiar sounds of school children again this fall. The building was 
purchased for $550,000 by Foundation Christian School of Waterloo 
Region from the Waterloo Region District School Board (WRDSB) 
July 24 for the purpose of opening a nondenominational Christian 
school.

Looking for recreational fun 
and a challenge? Come out 
and play with our Duplicate 

Bridge Group Thursday nights. 
Woolwich Community Centre 

6:45 p.m.–9:45 p.m. 
Call Jim Goll 519-669-5310 for more info & costs. 

Howell Movement system used.

> Read the most recent Duplicate Bridge results in the Classified Ads.

Learn to play BRIDGE! 
It’s exciting & fun! 
Beginners Lessons (8 week 

course @ Woolwich 
Community Centre)
Call Gerry Bechtel 

519-669-2977 or Karol 
McDonnell 519-669-5044 

for more info & costs. 

Elmira

Duplicate
Bridge Group

KANNON: Hydro nightmare 
getting worse for Ontarians
FROM | 7

more, that global adjust-
ment fee helps subsidize 
exports of electricity from 
Ontario, as the fee does not 
apply outside of the prov-
ince.

In the ideal world, each 
household would be ener-
gy independent, entirely 
eliminating the existing 
infrastructure and high 
operating costs, from 

producers to the grid. 
We’re not close to that yet, 
especially for large indus-
trial consumers, but that 
should be the target. For 
a government that can’t 
even get conservation 
right – it’s the cheapest, 
most effective and most 
economically beneficial 
way to deal with energy 
– that’s an over-priced, 
behind-schedule bridge 
too far.

WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR.

LOOKING FOR 
A FEW GOOD 

OPINIONS.
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SPORTS
LACROSSE / INSIDE THE BOX

Conestogo lacrosse player makes return 
to the sport with Wilmot squad

ALI WILSON

GALEA | 10

OPEN
COUNTRY

What to do 
when it’s 
time to 
pack it in

As much as I hate to ad-
mit it, it is time for me to 
retire my old hunting pack. 
The camouflage is faded 
and outdated, the buck-
les are broken and worn, 
the straps are frayed and 
chewed up, the zipper gives 
way at the worst times and 
various holes are covered 
in duct tape and pine pitch. 
I could live with all those 
things, if it weren’t for the 
gaping hole in the bottom 
of the main compartment. 

Yes, I need to get a new 
one. On the plus side, I’m 
selling a funnel with straps, 
if anyone is interested.

The sad part is that pack 
has a lot of sentimental 
value attached to it.

To give you an idea of 
how long I have had it, I re-
call shelling out ten dollars 
for it and getting change 
back, which, by the way,  I 
just recently found in one 
of the many pockets it has. 

Yes, that old pack had 
been serving me well for 
almost 30 years.

That’s why I was so 
surprised to discover the 
prices of hunting packs 
these days. The price of the 
average back pack now ri-
vals the price of my first car 
– and, coincidentally, it too 
had a hole in the bottom.

The good news is I’m 
now 55, so if I choose right, 
this will be the last pack I 
ever buy. That, of course, is 
also the bad news.

There is an art to choos-
ing a hunting pack that re-
quires the wisdom gained 
from years of trying to get 
others to carry yours.

The first thing you need 
to know is that, in hunting 
packs, bigger is not better. 
It just holds more and is 
heavier. 

And that is only good 
if you are giving the pack 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

After a four-year 
hiatus from the sport, a 
Conestogo teen has just 
wrapped up a Wild season 
back in the box.

A box lacrosse play-
er, 19-year-old Tyler 
Townsend has just finished 
his rookie season with the 
Wilmot Wild after the team 
was eliminated from the 
playoffs by Fergus.

The Wild, part of the On-
tario Jr. C Lacrosse league, 
had a strong season lead-
ing into the playoffs. The 
team had met the Thistles 
twice before during the 
regular season, dropping 
the first match but winning 
the second.

The playoffs were a dif-
ferent story, however, with 
Fergus sweeping the series 
in three games.

“The season itself went 
well but playoffs didn’t go 
as we had wanted them to,” 
said Townsend. “They were 
all competitive games. 
They didn’t blow us out or 
anything – the last one, to 
be honest, I totally think 
we should have won. But it 
was still a fun year.”

Playing for coach Jamie 
Diebolt was a fitting en-
trance back into the sport 
for Townsend.

“Jamie was my coach in 
bantam, my last year that I 
played before I quit for four 

Reade Macinnis joins team from Cobourg, while Tomas Azzano arrives from Wingham
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Jacks add defenceman, forward to their roster

FAISAL ALI

The Wellesley Apple-
jacks invited two new 
players into the fold ahead 
of this year’s Junior C 
hockey season: Reade Ma-
cinnis and Tomas Azzano.

“Reade’s a right-handed 
shooting defenceman, 
which are hard to come by. 
Obviously he’s played at a 
very high level on a very 
good team last year, and 
we’re really looking for-
ward to having Reade on 
our lineup this year on the 
back end,” said Applejacks 
head coach Brad Gerber.

Macinnis, 19, is joining 
the team this year after 
playing for the OJHL Co-
bourg Cougars. The 5’11”, 
175-pounder is attending 
the University of Waterloo, 
and the Applejacks were 
able to scoop him for their 
roster.

“He’s a puck moving de-
fencemen, and that’s one 
thing you’re always look-
ing for. You know, mak-
ing one good pass from 
our end, getting us out of 
trouble and that’s what 
Reade can bring for us,” 
said Gerber. “And, yeah, 
again we’re excited to have 

him line up and we’re ex-
cited to see him play here 
in Wellesley.”

Twenty-year-old Az-
zano, on the other hand 
is coming to the team 
as a forward. The 5’11”, 
166-pounder formerly 
played for the Wingham 
Ironmen. The Jacks are 
really excited to have him, 
said the coach.

“Tomas is a fellow who’s 
got some Junior B experi-
ence. We saw him actu-
ally a couple years ago in 
the (Elmira) Sugar Kings 
training camp and we 
liked him then. Obviously 

he was good enough to 
move on and play Junior 
B elsewhere. Tomas ended 
up playing for the Wing-
ham Ironmen and at the 
end of the season he was 
looking to come closer to 
Waterloo.”

Complementing Macin-
nis’ defensive play, Azzano 
will be bringing some 
much needed firepower to 
the Applejacks’ lineup this 
season.

“He’s a full scorer. He’s 
good with the puck, he’s 
got good hands. He’s going 
to bring some scoring to 
us – that’s one thing we’re 

really looking for. And he’s 
a decent-sized body, as 
well. Again, you can never 
have enough of these 
kinds of players – guys 
who can finish and guys 
who can play physical 
as well, so we’re excited 
about having Tomas.”

There are still a few 
more spots on the roster 
to fill before the season 
begins, but with the re-
turning players from last 
year, Gerber says the team 
is already shaping up into 
something formidable.

years, so it was awesome 
to come back and play for 
him again,” he explained, 
noting that the coaching 
staff helped teach him a lot 
about the sport. 

Before moving to the 
area, Townsend learned 
the sport of lacrosse in 
Milton, with a brief stint 
in Kitchener before his 
four year gap. The young 
athlete took up golf in its 
place.

As for now, he is just  
happy to be back playing 
the sport he left behind. 

“I am a golfer and that 
is what I started taking up 
after I gave up lacrosse, but 
it was nice to have a team 
atmosphere again,” he said. 
“To be honest, I missed the 
competitiveness. I gave up 
lacrosse and didn’t play 
anything competitive for 
years so it was nice to get 
that competitive edge back 
and it was really nice to get 
back to playing with the 
boys.”

Townsend is heading 
east for the school year to 
Newfoundland where he 
will be studying interna-
tional business in Memo-
rial University’s commerce 
program, but says he will 
be back next summer to 
play for the team again.

“I am moving back in 
the summer to get wild 
with the boys again,” he 
laughed. Conestogo’s Tyler Townsend had a Wild rookie year with the Wilmot Jr. C Lacrosse team. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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away as a birthday gift to a 
person you regularly hunt 
with. Then, he or she will 
have no excuse not to carry 
your stuff.

If, on the other hand, you 
feel like you will have no 
choice but to carry the pack 

yourself, smaller is the way 
to go.  The older you are, 
the smaller it should be, in 
fact.

I’m now looking for 
one that will just accom-
modate my wallet and car 
keys. I figure, I’ll keep all 
the other gear I take out 
in my jacket pocket and 

eat my lunch the minute 
I arrive at my hunting 
grounds.

The problem with getting 
a bigger backpack, aside 
from having to carry it, is 
that it causes you to buy 
more stuff. For instance, 
if it has an outside pocket 
for a water bottle, you end 

up buying one just so you 
don’t get asked if you lost 
your water bottle every 
time you run into another 
hunter. And if you have a 
water bottle, you then have 
to fill it with water, because 
nothing makes you look 
like more of a rookie that 
starting up the trail with a 

full pack and an empty wa-
ter bottle.

The water bottle is just a 
start. You need to fill what-
ever pack you carry with 
gear you once bought and 
hope to someday use. For 
some people, that’s means  
you fill that big pack with 
a portable stove, high-end 

cooking utensils, state of 
the art navigational gear, a 
solo tent, sleeping bag and 
all the accessories.

Maybe I’m getting older, 
but I’d rather fill that big 
pack with a much smaller 
one that holds with a sand-
wich, a candy bar, a few 
shells and a can of pop.

GALEA: It’s best to keep your burden light out in the field, and better still to put it on someone else
FROM | 9

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT TODAY! 519-669-2727 • ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE 325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA

ELMIRA LOCATION ONLY

Locally Owned
& Operated

INCLUDES
• Castrol Oil Change 
• Motomaster Oil Filter 
• Battery Test 
• Top up on Selected fluids

ROAD READY OIL CHANGE PKG

PLUS: PEACE
OF MIND WITH
• Visual Brake Inspection 
• Tire Rotation 
• Road Ready Inspection

$3999FREE Wiper Blade 
Installation with 
blade purchase Synthetic Oil

$59.99

MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES

25%
OFF

SAVE 20%

Get Your Vehicle Ready for SummerGet Your Vehicle Ready for Summer

WHEEL ALIGNMENT

• Brakes
• Transmission
• Cooling System
• Power Steering

1/2 PRICE Most 
Vehicles 
Details in 

store

AT CANADA’S GARAGE!

“We’ve still got a really 
good core coming back 
to work around from last 
year’s team, and we feel 
that if we can add a few 
of these guys, which we 
already have added a 
couple, we can be a really 
competitive team this 
year. It’s never done, we’re 
always working right up 
to training camp, which 
is about four weeks away 
now, so we’re always look-
ing. There’s still spots 
open – you’re always look-
ing to get better,” he said.

The entire organization 
is getting excited to get on 
the ice, especially with the 
new additions.

“By adding some of 
these players that have 
played at higher levels it’s 
just going to make us a 
stronger team,” said Ger-
ber. “I know it’s only July 
but we can’t wait for the 
season to begin.”

The Jacks play their 
first preseason game Au-
gust 25 in St. Clements 
against the Mitchell 
Hawks.

Don’t let the ‘Y’ in 
WYSC fool you: the Wool-
wich Youth Soccer Club is 
expanding its horizons to 
include an outlet for adults.

The new adult league 
offers individuals 18 years 
of age and older the op-
portunity to get involved 
in a fun, recreational co-ed 
program for those of all 
abilities.

“We are excited about 
this program,” said Bren-
dan Lowther, chair of the 
club’s rec. committee. “This 
is meant to help get the par-
ents of our younger players 
active in the sport and pro-
vide a great way to get some 

JACKS: Just 
a month until 
preseason play
FROM | 9

Making a pitch for an adult soccer league
Registration now open for Woolwich Youth Soccer Club’s new co-ed adult league

ALI WILSON exercise and have fun.”
This is the first time the 

WYSC has offered a pro-
gram to those outside the 
youth cohort.  

“As a club we wanted to 
reach out to more than the 
youth, although that is our 
main target. We wanted to 
provide a fitness activity for 
adults,” he said. “I brought 
the idea up to the board 
and they were fully accept-
ing of it through the house 
league committee.”

Lowther noted that they 
are very excited about 
widening their offerings. 
That being said, with this 
being the trial run of the 
new league, they wanted to 
make it as affordable and as 

easy as possible for people 
to participate, leading to 
the structure of a fun rec-
reational co-ed league – all 
for $50.

“We suspect this program 
will be a hit,” he said.

Registration has just be-
gun. In order to play, adults 
are required to have just the 
most basic of regular soccer 
gear: shin guards and soc-
cer cleats.

Teams, consisting of the 
usual 11-player on-field 
roster, will play games 50 
minutes in length, with two  
25 minutes halves. Players 
will be assigned to teams 
based on skill level, which 
will be self-reported when 
signing up.

“We are trying to cre-
ate a new, unique and fun 
way for adults within the 
Woolwich community to 
get out and have some fun,” 
Lowther explained.

Having the first adult 
league in Woolwich be co-
ed mirrors what neighbour-
ing leagues are doing with 
great success. 

“We thought that a co-
ed league would allow for 
parents to play together or 
anybody else who wants 
to make sure they are on 
a team with a friend. We 
thought co-ed would be the 
way to go,” he said.

Requests to be placed on 
a team with a friend will be 
honoured, and those who 

are interested in playing 
with a spouse are asked to 
also put in a request with 
organizers.

As this is their first year, 
Lowther hopes they will 
have at least four teams for 
the inaugural season.

Games will be refereed  
and played on Sunday af-
ternoons at Elmira’s Lions 
Park starting September 
10. The fall session will in-
clude one game per week, 
and run for a total of seven 
weeks.

Registration for the new 
adult co-ed house league 
closes on September 1. 
Those interested in signing 
up are asked to visit www.
woolwichyouthsoccer.com.

MAKING IT DOGGONE OFFICIAL IN ST. JACOBS

The “Woofwich” dog park committee held a ribbon cutting July 14 for the official opening of the St. Jacob’s off-leash dog park. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Tomas Azzano
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Mitigating frost damage nets 
biotech startup $25,000 prize

In February, I wrote a 
column about a University 
of Guelph graduate student 
trying to help residents in 
long-term care facilities 
(such as nursing homes) 
improve their food and 
beverage intake by enhanc-
ing their dining environ-
ment with greenery that’s 
part of a portable wall.

What’s that, you don’t 
remember?

Well, let me refresh your 
memory, because some 
day it could well affect you.

The student, Karen 
Shlemkevich, a master’s 
student in the Univer-
sity of Guelph’s School of 
Landscape Architecture, 
was studying with Prof. 
Nate Perkins. Previously, 
she had spent several years 
working in long-term care 
facilities, where insuffi-
cient eating and drinking 
can lead to big problems 
for such residents. 

She and Perkins thought 
the residents might find 
greenery inspiring. And now 
it looks like they were right.

For six weeks in January 
and February, Shlemkev-
ich worked with staff and 
residents in St. Gabriel’s 
Villa, a 140-resident facil-
ity in Chelmsford (near 
Sudbury), on her “green 
wall” research. 

Residents 
who saw 
green ate 
and drank 
better

ROBERTS | 12

Company a winner at competition hosted by University of Waterloo Velocity program

BIOTECH | 12

The University of Waterloo’s Velocity program saw startup companies vying for funding at a competition last week, the winners walking away with cash. [SUBMITTED]

It can be the bane of a 
good harvest: the killer 
frost, and yet it is unfor-
tunately a feature of the 
frigid Canadian landscape. 
While it is a problem as old 
as time, a local biotechnol-
ogy company has been rec-
ognized for its innovative 
work in crop-protection.

Start-up Innovative Pro-
tein Technologies (IPT) was 
among the big winners at 
the Velocity Fund Finals 
held last week at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo, taking 
home a $25,000 prize. Ve-
locity is a comprehensive 
entrepreneurship program 
at Waterloo. 

During the competition, 
10 companies pitched their 
businesses to a panel of 
judges representing the in-
vestment, startup and busi-
ness communities. Judges 
considered innovation, 
market potential, market 
viability and overall pitch. 

IPT got the nod for its 
work on an ecologically-
friendly solution to the 
age-old issue of frost. Erin 
Laidley, company CMO 
and University of Waterloo 
alumnus, presented the 
company’s new develop-
ment, Frost Armour, at the 
Velocity event July 20.

“(Frost Armour is) a non-
toxic, protein-based spray 
that insulates crops from 
the devastating effects of 
frost. It’s organic and bio-
degradable, providing ben-
efits to the soil that last far 
beyond its initial applica-
tion, and it leverages recent 

biological advancements to 
eliminate the need for pes-
ticides,” she said to a panel 
of four judges.

Laidley only had three 
minutes to present her 
ideas at the Velocity Fund, 
but in an interview with 
the Observer, she could 
elaborate on the Frost Ar-
mour.

“It’s designed to be ap-
plied in anticipation of 
a frost event. So farmers 
would spray it on their 
plants after checking 
weather patterns to see 
when they think a frost is 
going to occur, and then it’s 
like a foaming-based spray 
that goes over the plant 
leaves and then would 
harden providing a protec-
tive barrier.”

It simply needs to be 
sprayed onto crops with 
conventional farm equip-
ment, and the protein foam 
repels the frost while still 
allowing sunlight to pass 
through to plant. A single 
application lasts up to five 
days, after which it can be 

broken down into nutrients 
for the soil with a second 
chemical spray.

The team says they were 
spurred on to create their 
product after seeing the 
effects of the harsh cold 
snap of 2012. With the 
freezing conditions that 
spring, about 88 per cent 
of Ontario’s apple crop was 
destroyed, according to the 
Ontario Apple Growers as-
sociation, costing farmers 
about $60-million in lost 
revenues. With such an 
enormous cost to farmers, 
the IPT team saw the op-
portunity for a high-tech 
solution.

“Protein can be modi-
fied to have any number 
of functions, so they’re 
incredibly versatile,” ex-
plained Laidley. With care-
ful engineering, proteins 
could be developed to act 
as insecticides, or for cryo-
preserving like anti-freeze, 
as well as much else.

While the Frost Armour 
is making strides, it still 
has a ways to go before it 

goes to market. Laidley 
said that over the next 
24 months, the company 
expects to finalize the lab-
based testing of the spray, 
as well as apply for regula-
tory permits and patents. 
But she says the money 
will go a long way towards 
meeting those goals.

“The $25K prize will al-
low us to carry out field 
trials, accelerating our path 
to market by more than a 
year,” said Laidley at the 
Velocity Fund. 

The protein spray has re-
ceived significant acclaim 
from farmers, she noted, 
while three major agri-
culture businesses have 
given letters of intent. The 
company has also formed a 
partnership with the chair-
man of the Ontario Gin-
seng Growers Association 
for field tests on their crop.

Besides Frost Armour, 
which is the company’s 
flagship product, IPT also 
offers its services in custom 
protein production, consul-
tation and product develop-

ment. In particular, they 
boast an expertise in medi-
cal and agricultural related 
proteins “toxic to normal 
productions services.”

IPT was one of ten 
teams competing in the 
top $25,000 bracket, and 
of three other winners for 
the grant. Altius Analytics 
Labs, a health technolo-
gies company that works 
to alleviate pain from mus-
culoskeletal injuries and 
help people recuperate. 
EPOCH, a “skills and ser-
vices marketplace that con-
nects refugees and com-
munity members.” And 
VIVASPIRE, that makes 
lightweight, wearable ma-
chines that purifies oxygen 
from the air for people in 
need.

The Velocity Fund is 
held every four months at 
the University of Waterloo, 
and invites local start-ups 
to pitch their creations for 
a chance at a series of cash 
grants. There are several 

COME FIND YOUR
FURNITURE TODAY!

create a relaxing space for

family & friends
to enjoy FURNITURE & MATTRESS

19 Arthur Street S, Elmira 

FAISAL ALI
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As described in my pre-
vious column, the wall is 
a free-standing, two-part 
structure on casters, about 
eight feet wide and five-
and-a-half feet tall. It holds 
around 100 plants (ivy, cole-
us and spiderwort), located 
in pockets affixed to it. 

For the first two weeks 
of the study, Shlemkevich 
looked at the residents’ 
food and fluid intake, to 
establish a baseline. No 
wall was present then.

Then, she wheeled the 
wall in to one of the facil-
ity’s dining rooms, and 

placed it in a locale where 
a group of 34 residents had 
their meals. 

Only one group of people 
had a direct view of it. An-
other had a partial view, 
and a third group couldn’t 
see it at all during meals (it 
was behind them). 

For four weeks she stud-
ied their intake. Then she 
crunched the numbers. 

Her analysis, which 
finished up earlier this 
summer, showed that there 
was a significant increase 
in fluid and food intake for 
the group of residents who 
faced the greenwall.

The other two groups’ 

intake did not change.  
Shlemkevich notes that 

it was noisy and even cha-
otic during her research, 
as a result of some other 
additional activities taking 
place that were not related 
to her study.

That may have had an 
impact on the other par-
ticipants and contributed 
to their decreased intake, 
she says. Or it may have 
made the case for a green 
wall even stronger.

“The wall offered one 
group of residents some-
thing to focus on, and 
may have allowed them 
to essentially block out 

the chaos around them,” 
she says. “The rest of the 
residents could not use the 
greenwall as a positive dis-
traction, and instead were 
likely affected by the ex-
cess movement and noise 
in the dining room.”

Shlemkevich and Per-
kins may be onto some-
thing here. No firm plans 
exist to move the study for-
ward, but Shlemkevich is 
discussing more green wall 
promotion with a Toronto 
manufacturer, for other 
long-term care facilities.

Intuitively, the green 
wall makes sense, espe-
cially if you’ve lived your 

entire life in or near the 
country, around greenery. 
The wall provides a con-
nection that might other-
wise be lost, one that can’t 
be duplicated with wall art 
or plastic replicas.

And what a potential 

boon for the horticulture 
industry, which is always 
on the lookout for new 
markets, especially in the 
off season. 

Green walls: yet another 
reason research deserves 
support.

ROBERTS: Going green can make a big difference in our diets, and to the horticultural industry
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The Kiwanis Club of Elmira and The Achievement Centre 
present Leadership Woolwich, a 12-month personal and 
organizational leadership development program.

Participants will achieve improved productivity, customer 
service, teamwork, self-responsibility, motivation and 
commitment, conflict resolution and consensus building; 
and stronger personal / business networks. 

LEADERSHIP 
WOOLWICH 
CAN HELP!

Program begins in September. Free introductory sessions @ Woolwich Township Office August 9 & 16, 9am-12pm. 
Space and enrollment are limited. Call or text 519-654-2368, or email wav@TACresults.com for more information.

(Proceeds support Kiwanis’ projects throughout Woolwich)
the Participant, Organization & Community!

THIS AD SPONSORED BY:

®

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551www.realitybytescomputers.com

WE FIX ALL BRANDS!

APPLE
iPads
$15999

From

Windows
LAPTOPS
$16999

From

APPLE
MacBooks
$59999

From

Windows
DESKTOPS
$16999

From
$32999

SPECIAL
LENOVO T510 15.6” 

WIN-7 LAPTOP
FAST INTEL i5 PROCESSOR 

4GB RAM, 320GB HD

$29999

SPECIAL
TOSHIBA R940 14”

WIN-7 LAPTOP
FAST INTEL i5 PROCESSOR 
4GB RAM, 320GB HD, WebCam

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from July 31st – August 5th

FreshStore Made

Smoked Pork 
Chops

New York 
Striploin Steaks

$4.99 REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

Store Made Smoked
Cheddarwurst or 
Turkey Sausage

REG. PRICE
$13.99 /lb.

$11.99REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb.

$4.49

Store Made

REG. PRICE
$5.99 ea.

$4.99

Ma Stemmler’s 
Large Zucchini Loaf

Store Made Jumbo 

Beef & Pork 
Wieners

REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb.

$3.49

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Beef Burgers
Store Made 12 x 4 oz.

REG. PRICE
$14.99 ea.

$12.99

smaller awards of $5,000 
on offer for companies 
still in the early stages of 
their development; a single 
award of $10,000 for the 
company that showed off 

the best hardware; and 
four $25,000 grants for the 
top-tier companies. The 
idea behind the Fund is to 
foster scientific innovation 
in the area, and help lo-
cal entrepreneurs flourish 
with their ideas.

BIOTECH: A proactive approach
FROM | 11
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RETAIL / CHANGING TIMESTECHNOLOGY / WASTE NOT

Good lighting can do 
more than illuminate your 
salad. It can actually tell 
you the quality of those 
soon-to-be ingested leafy 
greens. 

With the right technol-
ogy, light can be used to 
measure the quality of 
food in real-time. When 
it comes to food process-
ing, that can help make 
for more efficient and less 
wasteful production sys-
tems. 

With funding through 
Growing Forward 2, Wa-
terloo’s P & P Optica has 
patented a system allow-
ing them to incorporate 
hyperspectral imaging 
technology into a fast-
paced, food processing 
environment.

“We developed what 
we call PPO Smart Imag-
ing, which is a process 
that uses light to analyze 
the chemical makeup of 
a specific food product,” 
said Kevin Turnbull, vice-
president of sales for P & P 
Optica.

“The science lets us see 
what products make the 
grade, and which ones 
don’t. Incorporating it 
into a food production 
system can help proces-
sors improve their grading 
and sorting efficiency,” he 
said.

Hyperspectral imaging 
(also called chemical im-
aging) involves illuminat-
ing an object with bright 
light. Special cameras pick 
up hundreds of different 
colour variations as the 

object passes under the 
light – conventional con-
sumer cameras work at a 
much, much lower level 
– and generate data from 
those colours. In turn, that 
data indicates what the 
object is made out of and 
what quality the material 
is.

Turnbull and his col-
leagues are now working 
with local spinach proces-
sor Ippolito Produce Ltd. 
and Conestoga College to 
use their technology in 
a working environment. 
Similar technology has 
been used by P & P Optica 
in recycling and in the 
biomedical field, but this 
is the first time it has been 
brought to the food world. 

A major benefit, accord-
ing to Turnbull, is sig-
nificantly reducing food 
waste.

“Hand-sorting is either 
ineffective or impractical, 
so processors often use 
limited technologies like 
primitive vision, X-ray or 
metal detectors,” he said. 
“Still, waste and foreign 
material contamination 
persists, sending good 
food to the waste pile and 
potentially allowing for-
eign materials to reach the 
consumer. Our system will 
address that.”

While Turnbull does not 
yet know the exact impact 
his company’s method 
will have, he said they are 
anticipating “significant 
waste reduction.” 

Shine a light on 
the situation

IMAGING | 14 TRENDS | 14

Harriston Packing 
Company Ltd. is a testa-
ment to the old adage that 
the customer is always 
right. 

As the small town fam-
ily business celebrates 50 
years this year, second 
generation co-owner Mark 
Oelschlagel says listening 
to his customers has been 
the key to growth, espe-
cially in recent years. Over 
the past decade, local food 
trends and changing cus-
tomer buying habits have 
shaped a new direction for 
the meat processing and 
retail company.

Today, the family busi-
ness located in Harriston 
is stronger than ever. Oel-
schlagel continues adjust-
ing the company business 
model to keep up with his 
customers, and his results 
are paying off.  

“Direct-to-customer 
wholesale and retail sales 
have grown six times in the 
past ten years,” says Oel-
schlagel, who is also seeing 
the trend extend to custom 
processing for farmers as 
farm gate sales increase.

“Customer attitudes 
towards food have re-
ally changed,” he says. 
“They’ve become more 
knowledge based, wanting 
to know where the meat 
comes from, how it was 
raised and what it was fed.”

Oelschlagel is only too 
happy to oblige his en-
gaged customers, continu-
ing with the family tradi-
tion of sourcing meat from 
local farmers and taking 
the time to explain product 
processing and answer 
customer questions. New 
products, like ready-to-eat 
meats and snack foods, are 

added to the retail line up 
based on customer feed-
back and suggestions.

He has also harnessed 
the local food preference 
to develop one of Harriston 
Packing’s largest growth 
areas: fundraising. 

“One of our biggest sur-
prises has been seasonal 
boxed meat fundraisers 
with local schools and 
community groups. It 
demonstrates our cus-
tomer support for the com-
munity and our products,” 
he says.

Business will continue to 
change for Harriston Pack-
ing. Oelschlagel is confi-
dent that with his brother 
and co-owner Robert, and 
sister Barb alongside run-
ning the family business, 
they will keep pace with 
their customers.

Plans are already under-

way for a secondary pro-
cessing facility in nearby 
Alma. The new facility will 
help the company increase 
production volume and ex-
pand their product lineup 
to meet retail customer 
requests and offer more 
processing options to their 
custom processing clients.

Harriston Packing 
received support from 
Growing Forward 2, a fed-
eral-provincial-territorial 
initiative, for upgrading 
equipment and food safety 
systems in the new facility. 

New technologies and 
meat processing equip-
ment are making it easier 
for the company to pro-
duce specialty products 
on a smaller scale and 
increase product consis-
tency. 

The Harriston-based operation, in business for 50 years, makes an effort to stay on top of shifting consumer demands. [SUBMITTED]

Food and customer 
trends shape Harriston 
Packing growth

CALL US for all your FARM REPAIR NEEDS!

SPLINE CUTTING | LARGE TURNING | KEYING (INTERNAL & EXTERNAL)

RYAN WEBER | 519.669.2198
63 Union St., Elmira | www.rytechmachine.ca

MACHINE 
& REPAIR 

INC.

CNC Turning | Same Day Service

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

Waterloo company prototypes light-
based food inspection technology at 
Burlington-area food processor
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519-664-3701seeds@cribit.com

Contact us and see how we can help you with your 
cover crop or fall cereal forage program today!

Contact us and see how we can help you with your 
cover crop or fall cereal forage program today!

Contact us and see how we can help you with your 
cover crop or fall cereal forage program today!

We wouldn’t          to you,
                        are serious business.

We wouldn’t          to you,
                        are serious business.

We wouldn’t          to you,
                        are serious business.

®

RyeRyeRye
Cover CropsCover CropsCover Crops

THERE’S A TOOL FOR THAT.

EXCAVATORS

100 Union St. Elmira  519-669-0524  www.woolwichrentals.ca

SIZED FOR YOUR JOB. BIG OR SMALL
Delivery Available.

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-323235 Howard Ave.  Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

Lighter Machine
Serving Woolwich and Wellesley Township and Surrounding Area

7668 8th Line Drayton
519-638-3457

cleanfieldservices.ca6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

“We’re setting up for new 
growth,” says Oelschlagel, 
who also recently updated 
the company’s logo and 
launched a new website, 
www.harristonpacking.ca. 
“We’ve made changes over 
the years and we look for-
ward to more.”

By Jeanine Moyer for AgIn-
novation Ontario, a project 
of the Agri-Technology 
Commercialization Centre 
(ATCC).

“Even if only 25 per cent 
less spinach is thrown out, 
that will translate to hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-
lars every year,” he said.

The prototype from P & 
P Optica was just recently 
installed at the Ippolito 
plant in Burlington. Now 
the companies are work-
ing closely to actively test 
and fine-tune the system. 

According to Turnbull, 
the goal is to improve the 
system so it can be can 
be brought to other food 
processors – including 

companies managing 
meat and animal-based 
products – as a workable 
solution for inline food 
grading and safety. 

While the field test is 
not slated to finish until 
later in the year, Turnbull 
said they have already 
seen growing interest in 
the technology. 

“Riga Farms, which is a 
carrot producer from the 
Holland Marsh, and Earth 
Fresh Foods, a Burlington-
potato company, are also 
partners in the project. 
When we applied to 

Growing Forward 2, they 
jumped onboard and made 
their own investment con-
tributions,” he said. “They 
have enthusiastically sup-
ported this project from 
the beginning.” 

Growing Forward 2 is a 
federal-provincial-territo-
rial initiative. The Agricul-
tural Adaptation Council 
assists with GF2 delivery 
in Ontario. 

By Matt McIntosh for AgIn-
novation Ontario, a project 
of the Agri-Technology 
Commercialization Centre.

IMAGING: Looking to broaden the uses of the technology across the industry TRENDS: On 
top of changes FROM | 13

FROM | 13

New technology sheds more than a little light on food, making grading easier, improving 
safety and reducing waste. [SUBMITTED]
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 17

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

FOR SALE

TOP LOADER WASHER, GE. 
Dryer, GE. 30” propane 
stove, Fridgidaire. 19” elec-
tric lawnmover, Black and 
Decker. 519-634-8965.

HELP WANTED

ANNOUNCEMENT

ELMIRA DUPLICATE BRIDGE 
results: July 13/17 1st - Al 
Graff & Jeff Beatty, 2nd - 
Gerry Bechtel & Dave Pass-
more. July 20/17 1st - Anne 
Moore & Joanna MacGil-
livray, 2nd Yvonne Weppler 
& Keith Kennedy .

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treatment 
of specific health conditions 
or wellness maintenance. 
KEVIN BARTLEY, Professional 
Bowenwork Practitioner, 
Clock Tower Wellness Centre, 
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
519-669-0112. Every Body is 
Better with Bowen!

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Make a Difference in Federal Elections

Be a Returning Officer
Your opportunity to  
serve democracy in  
Dufferin–Caledon
The work of a returning officer  
is challenging and rewarding. If 
you’re a leader with management 
experience and knowledge of 
your community, this may be  
the job for you.

As a returning officer, you will plan and manage federal elections  
in your riding during a ten-year appointment. You will represent  
Elections Canada and be on the front line for electors and candidates.

The hours of work vary between elections, but increase significantly  
in the year leading up to an election. 

To qualify as a returning officer, you must be a Canadian citizen,  
at least 18 years old, and live in the federal riding where you’re  
applying to work. 

To find out more about the role of a returning officer and  
how to apply, go to elections.ca and click on Employment or  
call 1-800-463-6868.

The online application will be available from July 28 to  
August 18, 2017.

Elections Canada is an independent body set up by Parliament 
to conduct federal elections, by-elections and referendums.

0235_EC_RO_Dufferin_ENG03.indd   1 2017-06-27   6:26 AMFOR SALE

12 FT FLATBED Trailer, 7000lb 
axle, tilting floor like new. 
One horse cutter (Santa 
Sleigh), no shafts, for 
display only. Elmira. 519-
669-0560.

APPROX. 60 PCS 6x8 white 
pine rough cut timber. 
Mostly 12’and14’ lengths. 
Used once for temporary 
bracing. Stored inside. 
Perfect for bank barn den 
flooring. Cut in 1/2 to make 
3x8 planks, or put in as is. 
Best offer. 519-503-6980.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND LAWN 
SEED - Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FOR SALE

HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE. 
DINING TABLE - Duncan-
Phyfe, 2 leaves, 6 matching 
chairs, buffet and corner 
china cabinet, $300, good 
condition; DESK small, with 
matching end shelving 
units, $60, excellent condi-
tion; COUCH - older style 
couch turns into day bed, 
storage area underneath, 
wooden arms, $50, excel-
lent condition; VIBRATING 
CHAIR Man’sLane, with foot 
rest, $75, excellent condi-
tion; POWER BED - double 
size, working, $75; BOOK-
CASE - with lower cupboard, 
$40; PHILLIPS CABINET HIFI- 
with radio, record player, 
$50, excellent condition 

and sound; SPIN WASHER 
Hoover, fro parts, may still 
work, $30; SHOWER TUB 
CHAIR - $10, excellent con-
dition. DRESSER - match-
ing mirror, 2 matching 
bookcases, one matching 
cupboard/shelf unit $50 for 
all. OVEN - working, stove 
top, almond, $90, excellent 
condition. Phone 519-696-
2363 and leave a message.

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. 519-635-
8737.

QUANTITY OF USED & new 
doors. All exterior, residen-
tial. Prices vary. Please call 
519-897-4019

Seed Processing Associate
Full-time position with opportunity for advance-
ment for the right candidate. C&M Seeds is 
currently seeking a highly motivated individual 
for operation of seed cleaning equipment at its 
Palmerston location. Quality control, attention to 
detail, good communication and written skills 
are all mandatory requirements for this position.

Please send resume to:
Ellen Sparry – General Manager
Mail: C & M Seeds, 6180 5th Line, 

Palmerston Ontario N0G 2P0
Fax: 519-343-3792

Email: esparry@redwheat.com

MILL OPERATOR FULL-TIME

Forward resumé to:
 PFI Farms Inc.
 1580 Listowel Rd.,
 Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z3
 Fax: 519-669-4363
 Email:

PFI Inc. requires a self-motivated individual for a full-time 
position making livestock feed. This position includes mixing 
and pelleting of feed with accurate record keeping. Some 
experience would be an asset but willing to train. Must be 
flexible for shift work, with some overtime and weekends if 
required. Competitive wages and benefits are provided.

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Truck Driver (DZ)
This fulltime position will involve safe operation of a 
bag unit or bulk hopper bottom unit week days 
(Monday to Friday) with an occasional Saturday shift.

The successful applicant will have:
• A valid commercial driver’s license
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relationships   
  with co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively with  
  customers.

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in providing 
the finest in quality feeds and service to our customers in 
the livestock and poultry industries. Therefore, a 
background in agriculture is considered an asset.

To apply, forward your resume to: 

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
 2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON      N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted.

FULL-TIME POSITION FOR METAL TRIM PRODUCTION
•  Production of light-gauge metal flashings and other building 
materials on late-model CNC machinery including Cincinatti press 
brake, Legionnaire coil processor/slitter, and Vario-bend double folder.
Qualifications:
• Attention to detail  • Precise workmanship
• Adept math skills  • A team player
• Experience in metal fabricating or in frame-building 
   construction would be an asset.

Apply in person to: 7806 Sixth Line, Drayton
or contact us at: 519-638-2746 ext 1, or 

sales@macoenterprises.ca.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

For construction, rails, stairs etc. 
Good wage for experienced person. 

Email resume to:metcon@rogers.com
or Fax: 519-742-9803  Phone: 519-742-7076

WELDER 
FITTER 

WANTED 

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF pickup 
trucks, JD riding lawn mower, 
tools and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at 379 Gage Ave. in 
Kitchener (off Westmount Rd. 
South) for Robert Pieta Lawn-
scaping, on Saturday, July 8th 
@ 10:00 a.m. Gerber Auctions 
Ltd. 519-699-4451 

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Dump 
truck, Trucks, backhoe, 
tools, antiques and miscel-
laneous items, to be held 
at 12 Grand Ave. in Kitchener 
(off Bridge St. East near 
Bloomingdale Rd.), for Lloyd 
R. Becker, on Saturday, July 
29th @ 9:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions 519-699-4451 or 
698-0138. 
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

Let Us Find Your Way Home

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Drayton - Enjoy carefree living in the quiet town 
of Drayton in this 7 year old solid brick 
BUNGALOW. The main floor layout is bright and 
functional and the eat-in kitchen has a patio 
door that leads out to a huge back deck with 
built in gas line to the BBQ. The fully finished 
basement is an entertainers dream featuring 9’ 
ceilings, new carpeting, pot lights, lots of 
windows, a 3 piece bath with glass shower, and 
4th bedroom complete with walk-in closet! 
Walking distance to all amenities, just minutes 
from Conestoga lake and 25 min to Waterloo. $389,900$389,900

SOLD
Drayton – Welcome to this beautifully 
decorated and well maintained 1400 sqft 
semi-detached situated in the lovely town of 
Drayton. Spacious kitchen boasts ample 
kitchen cabinets and family sized eating area 
with patio doors leading to your gorgeous 
yard backing on to green space. Sit on your 
deck and enjoy the quiet. The basement has 
new carpet and a spacious recreation room, 
2 pc bath and laundry room. The upper floor 
is tastefully decorated and newly painted 
with new hardwood in 2016. $325,000$325,000

OPEN
HOUSE

31 Dales Drive,
Drayton

SAT, JULY 29
1-3pm

Serving the community for 25 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

FREE Market Evaluation

$779,900 GREAT COUNTRY 
PROPERTY 10 minutes to Elmira, barn 
for hobby or animals, two car garage, 4 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, walkout 
basement, kitchen new in 2012. Watch 
the sun rise from the great room and 
watch it set from the dining room. 
Large rooms throughout house. MLS. 
Call Bert to view.

$639,900 ELMIRA 
Cape Cod style home located 10 
minute walk from downtown 
offers four bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, beautiful formal 
dining and living rooms, cozy 
family room, kitchen and dinette. 
Lot is 94' x 127' nicely landscaped, 
lots of mature trees. Large single 
garage. MLS. Call Bert to View.

$249,900 ELMIRA Semi 
located in quiet neighborhood offers 
three bedrooms, two bathrooms, large 
covered patio, single garage 13' x 30' and 
a 150' deep lot. MLS. Call Bert to view.SOLD

SOLD

Harriston | $460,000
Investors. This 5 plex residential rental and 1 commercial office space is showing 
good return. New roof, windows, eaves troughs, soffits and fascia. parking, good 
exposure. MLS Call Dale.

Drayton | $439,000
Grand home with 10ft ceilings on main and 9ft on the second. Pocket doors, 
staircase, and lots of original woodwork. 3 car garage Great curb appeal. PLUS 
a 2 bdrm apartment to help pay the mortgage. MLS call Dale.

1.2 Acre Building Lot | $139,000
A rare opportunity to realize your dream. A sloping lot over looking country and 
the river in Rothsay. This lot has potential for a walkout basement. Act quickly 
before its gone. MLS Call Dale.

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

Near Hespeler | $995,000
RARE 5 ACRE gracious country property. Ever flowing trout stream , 5+ stall split 
level barn, 1 acre paddock, 1835 log cabin/cottage, bush, 3 bedroom brick 
bungalow with a walk out basement, lower level garage, detached 2 car 
garage/shop, 4 season sun room, custom “antique” dining room. Great for 
family or retirement. MLS Call Dale.

Glen Allan | $410,000
This large 0.6 acre property in quiet village boasts a large 4 bedroom home plus 
an attached 3 car garage with workshop. MLS Call Dale.

NEW LISTING | Gorrie | $236,000
Large stone bungalow on 0.82 acre lot in a park like setting beside the Maitland 
River. Backs onto Conservation area. 2 car attached garage. Generous rooms 
and main floor laundry. MLS Call Dale.

Carolyn Sullivan, 
Sales Representative

519-843-7653
csullivan@edgerealtysolutions.com

Your perfect ‘forever home’
3 bedroom, 3 bath bungalow professionally finished top to bottom. Generous lot, backing 
onto gentle ravine and backyard oasis. Call now to view!

OPEN HOUSE | Saturday July 29th | 11am-1pm
33 Bristow Creek Dr., Elmira

$499,000

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT YOUR HOME IS WORTH IN TODAYS MARKET? CALL TODAY FOR YOU FREE MARKET ANALYSIS! 

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”
90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4
519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.caWOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

We donate a 
portion of our 

commission from 
every house sale 
to the Woolwich 

Community 
Services

DESIRABLE LOCATION
$599,000 ELMIRA Beautiful tree 
lined Street in a gorgeous family 
neighbourhood. Grand 1914 red brick 
home offers inviting covered front 
porch. Plenty of original woodwork 
throughout this 2000+ sq.ft 2 1/2 storey 
home with finished loft space. Main 
floor living rm with gas fireplace, 
hardwood floors, 4 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, finished basement, 
detached double car garage, walkout 
to private backyard, MLS.

IMPRESSIVE HOME
$499,900 LINWOOD Extremely 
well maintained and updated 
raised bungalow with mature 196' 
deep lot! Welcoming bright foyer 
with garden door to deck, open 
wrought iron and wood staircase to 
the main floor open concept layout, 
hardwood floors, perfect kitchen 
for entertaining with island/break-
fast bar, 3+1 bedrooms, 2 full 
bathrooms, oversized finished 
recreation room. NEW MLS.

NEW LISTING!

RIDER SUFFERS MINOR INJURIES

Both the rider of the E-bike and the driver of a transport truck face charges after their 
vehicles collided on Victoria Street North near Breslau on the afternoon of July 18. 
The E-bike rider suffered minor injuries in what police called a road-rage incident. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

KEEP UP WITH THE HOTTEST LISTINGS IN THE MARKET
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AUCTIONS

WED. AUG 2 at 2:00 PM 
Clearing auction sale of 
household effects; furni-
ture; antiques; and miscel-
laneous items to be held at 
67 Water St. in St. Jacob’s for 
Ken and Erma Baker. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF Timber-
jack skidder, Int TD 5 track 
machine, tools, antiques, 
household goods & miscel-
laneous items, to be held 
at 1100 Berlett’s Rd. Wilmot 
Twp. (east off Notre Dame, 
3 miles northeast of St. 
Agatha), for Joe & Gerrie 
Hergott, on Saturday, 
August 5th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions 519-699-
4451 or 698-0138. 

SAT. AUG 5 at 9:30 AM 
Consignment auction of 
machinery; tools; farm 
related items; household 
effects; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the 
farm of Sylvester Martin 
at 327095 3rd Concession 
outside of Maxwell. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

WED. AUG 9 at 4:00 PM 
Clearing auction sale of 
household effects; antiques; 
woodworking equipment; 
and miscellaneous items 
to be held at 69 Culpep-
per Dr in Waterloo for 
Ray and Liz Kittel. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

SAT. AUG 12 at 10:00 AM 
Clearing auction sale of 
vehicles; fork lift; auto 
parts store inventory; and 
much more to be held at 
134 Sydney St. South in 
Kitchener for Twin City 
Auto Parts. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

HELP WANTED

CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 18
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Our St. Jacobs Retail Store currently has the following opportunity...

Retail Sales Associate  
8am to 5pm Saturdays - Noon to 5pm Sundays  

Weekdays - approx. 7am to 6/9pm
40 hours per week 

Must be available for all store hours and holidays

Responsible to the Retail Store Manager for providing courteous 
and efficient service to our customers and staff; you will provide 
advice on appropriate merchandise and related items. You will 
handle cash, credit card, and debit card payments by using PRISM, 
ticket and replenish merchandise, and general housekeeping of 
shelves and merchandise on display. Heavy lifting and unloading 
truck shipments will be required. 

You have a high school diploma or equivalent, a friendly and 
helpful attitude toward customers and good communication skills. 
A good knowledge of hardware, plumbing and home renovations 
would be an asset.

We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions.  
If you are interested in becoming part of Home Hardware, please 
forward your resume, quoting the Retail Sales Associate (#834),  
by Monday, July 31st, 2017 to: Human Resources Department, 
Home Hardware Stores Limited, 34 Henry St. W., St. Jacobs, ON 

N0B 2N0  E-mail: hr@homehardware.ca

We will accommodate the needs of qualified 
applicants under the Human Rights Code in all parts 
of the hiring process.

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE
At Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. we believe in helping our customers 
succeed, and we pride ourselves on being the leader in customer service for 
the livestock feed industry. A member of our Customer Service Team has been 
promoted and we are seeking her replacement. The successful candidate will 
have strong communication and computer skills and excellent attention 
to detail. This is a full time, hourly position based out of Wallenstein, and 
the candidate must be available to work some evenings and weekends. 
Compensation for this position includes a full benefits package (health, 
dental and RRSP contribution).

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, and thank all applicants in advance. 
Accommodations are available during all stages of the recruitment process.

If you are interested in a rewarding work life please submit your resume  
via mail to: P.O. Box 22, 7307 Hwy 86, Wallenstein, Ont., N0B 2S0 or  

via email to recruiting@wfs.ca by August 4, 2017.

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

IMMEDIATE POSSESSION - 
Backs to greenspace. Freshly 
painted. Large L.R. Laminate on 
the main level (2015). 3 bdrms. 
Fin. rec. room & office w/new 
flooring. Updated windows, ga-
rage door, furnace, ele. panel & 
softener. Bsmt. walkup. MLS.

131 ORIOLE PKWY., ELMIRA 

$359,900

ENJOY THE INGROUND POOL 
in this bungalow situated on a 
quiet crescent. Laminate floor in 
L.R. & hall. Large bathroom. Rec. 
room & games room. Enclosed 
carport. Newer furnace. MLS.

12 WEIGEL AVE., ELMIRA

$359,900

GOOD VALUE! Lovely fenced 
yard. Main flr. kitchen, D.R. L.R. 
and fam. room (could be a mas-
ter bdrm). as well as two bdrms. 
upstairs. Renovated bath. Newer 
windows. Some hdwd floors. 
MLS.

66 RIVERSIDE DR., ELMIRA 

$319,900

1.6 ACRES OF COMMERCIAL LAND, zoned c-4a in a prime location at the corner of 
Church St. W. & Barnswallow Dr. The site allows for approx. 13,000 sq.ft. of commercial 
footprint w/an option of residential above. MLS $790,000.

DEVELOPMENT LAND

LOCATION! LOCATION! Lovely 
yard siding & backing to greens-
pace. Unique custom built home 
w/spacious dining area and liv-
ing room w/numerous windows 
& fireplace. Large master w/
fireplace & cheater ensuite. Rec. 
room 4th bdrm. & 3 pc. bath. 
Parking for 4 cars! MLS.

15 PINTAIL DR., ELMIRA

$529,900

45 ACRES – near Alma/Drayton. 
Fronting on the Conestoga River. 
Approx. 10 acres workable, bal 
in mixed bush & bldg. site. Love-
ly, spacious 1875 sq.ft. bunga-
low w/3 bdrms, updated kitchen, 
main flr. laundry. 36’ x 60’ shed. 
Separate cottage on the proper-
ty – presently rented. NEW MLS.

7951 WELLINGTON RD. 7

$1,199,000

NEW LISTING

QUIET MATURE CRESCENT. 
Spacious (2743 sq.ft.) FOUR bdrm. 
Great room w/cathedral ceiling 
& lge. window overlooking the 
140’ deep lot. Cherry kitchen w/
pantry & island. W/O from D.A. to 
partially covered composite deck. 
Impressive master w/ 10’ ceiling, 
ensuite & w.i. closet. Fin. rec. 
room, games room, 4pc. & office 
(9’ ceilings). Call today! NEW MLS.

52 CRANE CR., ELMIRA

$699,900

NEW LISTING

OVER 3700 SQ.F OF  
FINISHED SPACE. 4+1 Bdrm, 4 
bath executive home in sought 
after area of town. Open concept 
first floor. Kitch w/ walk-in pantry 
and island overlooking forested 
back yard. Spacious rec room 
with n.g fireplace, wetbar and 
pool table area. This home is one 
of a kind! MLS.

54 PINTAIL DR., ELMIRA 

$799,900
REDUCED TO

Sunday July 30th | 3-5pm
54 Pintail Dr., Elmira OPEN HOUSE

PROPRIETOR:  
Joe & Gerrie Hergott 519-886-6153

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-599-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of

Timberjack skidder, Int TD 5 track machine, 
tools, antiques, household goods & 

miscellaneous items, to be held
At 1100 Berlett’s Rd. Wilmot Twp. (east 

off Notre Dame, 3 miles northeast of St. 
Agatha), for Joe & Gerrie Hergott, on

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5TH @ 10:00 A.M.

MISC. ITEMS – Timberjack Model 208 
skidder, 3 cylinder diesel, running order 
(possibly needs gasket work). Int TD-5 track 
skidder c/w blade & winch – rare.  Kubota 
B1550 4wd diesel tractor, hydrostatic, 54in. 
belly mower, 1480 hours, good running 
order.  Box scraper. 14ft. aluminum boat 
with Evinrude 9.9hp motor.  Heavy duty wood 
splitter, 30in. stroke (skid steer attachment). 
Cement mixer with motor (mounted on 
trailer).  Manual tire changer.  Scaffolding 
(approx. 20 sections). Lincoln stick welder. 
Acetylene torches. Stihl MS460 & 024 
chain saws.  General 12in. table saw.  Drill 
press.  Large band saw. 5hp stationary air 
compressor.  Hand, power & garden tools. 
Air tools. Wrench sets. Vices. Parts washer.  
44 drawer parts cabinet. Steel racking. Ext. 
& orchard ladders. Bee equipment (enough 
for approx. 30 hives – includes observation 
hives). Lots of bee boxes, etc. Ladders. 
Approx. 40 bush cord of hardwood logs 
in 2 separate piles (majority hard maple). 
Lumber including 1in. thick air dried cedar.  
4 picnic tables.  Lawn sweeper.  Floor fan.  
Detroit hoist. Protective chemical helmet.  
Air operated tire spreader, plus wagonloads 
of related items.  Airtight woodstove.  Large 
safe.  Also, some household goods.
ANTIQUES – Early pony grader. Wooden 
tool chest. Old wood working hand tools 
including barn framing drill. Wicker baby 
buggy. Wooden snow shoes. Butter prints.  
Bee smokers. Steamer trunk. Treadle sewing 
machine. Large cabbage cutter. List goes on!
NOTE – An interesting auction!  See www.
auctionsfind.com/gerber for photos. Lunch 
booth. Proprietors and auctioneers not 
responsible for accidents day of sale.  Terms 
– Cash or cheque with I.D. Sale order – 
Wagonloads, household, woodworking tools, 
larger items. 

AUCTIONS

HELP WANTED
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OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORYCLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

WELCOME TO THE HOME OF 
AREA-WIDE AUCTIONS.
FIND OUT ALL ABOUT THE LATEST 

SALE DATES EVERY WEEK.

AUCTIONS

WED. AUG 16 at 10:00 AM 
Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; antiques; tools; 
miscellaneous items; 
household effects; and col-
lectables; to be held at the 
KW Khaki Club 2939 Nafizger 
Rd Wellesley (south of 
Wellesley) for an area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by Ein-
wechter. Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

OAT & PEAS FOR FORAGE 
COVER CROPS - Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD SERVING 
you for over 10 years. Your #1 
source of quality slabwood 
and bodywood. Delivery 
available. 519-656-2057.

SOFTWOOD FIREWOOD LOGS 
for the price of trucking. 
Also available hardwood 
firewood logs or split wood. 
Call 226-751-4205.

HORSES

SERVICE IS AVAILABLE from 
a Morgan stallion standing 
16 hands. Black, sire is 16 
hands, dam is 15.2 hands, 
semen is available. Contact 
Creekside Morgans 519-595-
8838 and leave a message.

WATERLOO COUNTY HORSE 
Sale to be held at OLEX, Sat. 
July 29 at 10 a.m. To consign 
or for more info call 519-
595-3307.

WILL BUY OLD and used 
horses and ponies to go 
direct to plant in Quebec. 
Will buy all types, drug 
form required but will buy 
either way. TOP PRICES 
PAID. Contact Calvin Kuepfer 
for prices at Horizon Trail 
Equine at 519-272-3290.

WANTED

BUYING ROLEX, OMEGA, 
old clocks, pocket watches. 
All gold, silver jewellery, 
coins, old paper money, LP 
records, toys and more. Call 
Terry @ 519-242-6900 or 
gallamor@golden.net Fair, 
honest prices.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

STONE, BRICK, CONCRETE - 
Masonry Restorations And 
Repairs. 12 Years In Service. 
Call Jeff The Mortar Mender 
For Your Free Estimate. 226-
338-6243.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE
To be held at 67 Water St. in St. Jacobs for 

Ken and Erma Baker on:

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 2 AT 2:00 PM
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS AND ANTIQUES: 
gorgeous cherry dining room suite (double 
pedestal table, 6 chairs, 4 door china cabinet) 
very nice; modern loveseat and couch; lazy 
boys; 3 piece bedroom suite (double bed 
with bookcase headboard; dresser; chest of 
drawers); flat to the wall cupboard top; floral 
couch and chair; recliner; entertainment 
unit; 4 pc maple bedroom suite (double bed, 
dresser, chest of drawers, night table); filing 
cabinet; desk; chair; 5 pc bedroom suite 
(queen bed with bookshelf mirror; dresser 
with bookshelf mirror; chest of drawers; 
2 night tables); patio furniture; couches; 
bookcase; 4 pc girls white French Provincial 
bedroom suite (single bed; dresser; chest of 
drawers; night table); hall table; side table; 
doll collection; rocking chair; quantity of 
brand new mats; oil lamps; brass double 
bed; 2 night tables; steamer trunks; rail road 
trunks; Christmas decorations; aquarium; 
quilt batting; rocker; children’s books; 
stroller; children’s toys; bikes; BBQ; quantity 
of good glass and china; dinner sets; cups 
and saucers; hobnail crystal; kitchenware; 
bedding; linens; towels; Tupperware; etc.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: Cubcadet 
SC550 self propelled lawnmower – 1 year 
old; electric snow thrower – 1 year old; Rally 
lawn mower; Mastercraft shop vac; dolly 
carts; leaf blower; wheel barrow; fertilizer 
spreader; Hahn front tine tiller; step ladders; 
extension ladders; battery charger; quantity 
of hand; power; and garden tools; hardware; 
shop miscellaneous. 
NOTE: Good quality auction, a sale not to 
miss. Cash, cheque, or debit. 

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTIONS

CONSIGNMENT 
AUCTION

To be held at the farm of Sylvester Martin 
327095 3rd Concession RR#1 Maxwell on:

SATURDAY AUGUST 5 AT 9:30 AM
EQUIPMENT: Brand new ICM engine 
drive 10-1/2 rotary hay rake;  Cat skid steer 
246C 758hours,84hp,cab heat A/C,high flow, 
2 SPD, ride control, quick attach, Massy 33 
seed drill; NI manure spreader; Case skid 
steer sr 200  2 speed high flow heat cab and 
seat and a / c hydraulic quick attach 1408 hrs;  
New Holland manure spreader; hay wagons; 
horse drawn mower; spring wagons; JD 
plow; roll bar rake; sap gathering tank; horse 
drawn scuffler; double trees; keck yokes; 
skid steer pallet forks; hay tedder; land roller; 
corn binder; round bale unroller; skid steer 
attach lawn mower; skid steer lawn sweeper. 
LAWN AND GARDEN: trees; 34” Simplicity 
lawn mower; picnic tables; fence wire; weed 
trimmers; leaf blower; lawn mowers;  garden 
sheds. 
TOOLS AND MISCELLANEOUS items: 
swing set; trikes; drill press; shop rollers; 
feed bin; farm gates; air compressor; bolt 
bins; sump pump; spring wagon; generator 
with breaker panels; hay feeders; shop 
cart; 12x16.5 tire chains; vacuum pump 
with 5 hp motor; chain hoist; horse drawn 
buggies; horse and pony harness; table saw; 
play wagons; bird feeders; 12ft aluminum 
gate; sander; Dewalt power tools; ladders; 
table saws; mitre saws; 36” tool cabinet; 
construction heater; band saw; Lincoln 
welder; pressure washers; steel belt sander; 
fan; lumber; plywood; geothermal furnace; 
web joists; miscellaneous building supplies; 
portable loading chute; hay feeder; cedar 
posts; 6x6 loading dock; hydraulic cylinders; 
PTO shafts; scrap metal; pallet racking; 
cattle oilers; SMV signs; etc. 
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS: quilts; furniture; 
clothing; china; dishes and much much more. 
NOTE: cash, cheque, or debit. To consign 
call 519 270 5294

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

VACANCY
 CAMEO COURT APARTMENTS

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA

Rare Premium Downtown Elmira, 
spacious Single Bedroom open-layout  
Apartment AVAILABLE in newer (2012) 
Apartment Building complete with 
Elevator, Main floor Common Room, 
individual Central Heating / Air 
Conditioning in each Apt., as well as 5 
appliances (washer/dryer in each Apt.)

CONTACT:
(519) 525-2222 or (519) 505-3456
OR:      evans@hurontel.on.ca

RENTALS

RENTALS

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT for 
rent in Elmira, w/laundry. 
$950/mth, utilities included. 
Available Oct. 1. Please call 
226-748-4818

GARAGE 
SALES

MOVING SALE, SATURDAY, 
July 29. 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
113 Porchlight Dr., Elmira. 
Household items, furniture, 
decor, garden tools, an 
much more.
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE FLOOR/PAD 
BREAKING & REMOVAL
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

GENERAL SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

PRINTING SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

ROLL OFF 
INDUSTRIAL BIN 

RENTALS
CALL FOR 

AVAILABLE SIZES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com
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ANNIVERSARYANNIVERSARY

DEATH NOTICES
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Doggonit, everyone  
loves a birthday!

Surprise your loved  
ones with a notice in  

The Observer.
Book an ad online or by 

calling 519-669-5790

ADVERTISE

Happy 40th  
Wedding Anniversary

Merle & Rita Shantz
From your loving family.

Happy 50th  
Wedding Anniversary

Congratulations Mom & Dad!

Richard & Gurli Bolender
Married July 29, 1967

Love Cathy, Karen, Owen & Dan

Grandpa: Emergency blood 
transfusion. Sunday 11:00am

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

This Linwood Blood Donor Clinic 
announcement is brought to you 

by these community-minded 
businesses

Give Blood ...  
 to save lives.

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.blood.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, Aug 4th, 2017 
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm

at Linwood Community Centre 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

Sieling, Douglas Edward
Passed away peacefully on Tuesday, 
July 25, 2017 at St. Mary’s General 
Hospital, at the age of 79 years. Be-
loved husband of Magdeline (Ellig) 
Sieling, of Elmira, for 58 years. Dear 
father of Dennis Sieling of Kitchener, 
Donna (Roger) Cormier of Elmira, 
Cindy (David) Gingrich of Elmira, 
and Dwayne Sieling (Julie Klitsguard) 
of Kitchener. Lovingly remembered 
by his grandchildren Shanna (John), 
Lindsay (Filip); Kyle, Krystal, Kaitlyn; 
Justin, Michelle (Todd); Jamie, and 
Jade; and by his great-grandchildren 
Avery, Taelyn, Arianna, Kaylee, Logan, 
and Luke. Brother of Barbara Reynolds 
of Duncan, BC, Keith and Darlene 
of Puslinch, and Bruce and Carolyn 
of Wallenstein. Predeceased by his 
parents Edward and Helen (Spaetzel) 
Sieling. At Doug’s request cremation 
has taken place. A memorial visitation 
for family and friends will be held on 
Saturday, July 29, 2017 from 1-2:45 p.m. 
followed by a memorial service at 3 
p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. In Doug’s 
memory, donations to St. Mary’s Hos-
pital Foundation would be appreciated 
as expressions of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY OBITUARY

COUPAL, Arthur Terrence (Terry)
After a valiant struggle with cancer for 
three years, Arthur Terrence (Terry) 
Coupal passed away peacefully at Hos-
pice Wellington with his loving wife and 
best friend Marilyn (Crispin) Coupal 
and extended family by his side on 
Tuesday, July 25, 2017, at the age of 74.  

He will be remembered by his loving 
family – nephews Roch (Louise) Giguere 
and Peter (Nancy) Giguere of North 
Bay, niece Rhonda Giguere (Colleen) 
of Ottawa, brother-in-law John (Pat) 
Crispin of Mount Forest, sisters-in-law 
Jean (Nick) Kuipers of Kingsville, Linda 
Crispin of Kitchener and Jackie Crispin 
of Harriston, 10 Crispin nieces and 
nephews, 19 great nieces and nephews, 
and 6 great-great niece and nephews. 
Terry was predeceased by his parents 
Roch Coupal (1953) and Elsie (Peel) 
Coupal (1985), sister Rochelle Giguere, 
great-nephew Brady Giguere, and 
brother-in-law Harvey Crispin.

Terry enjoyed his family and friends, 
travelling, back-roading, gardening 
and volunteering at Gale Presbyterian 
Church where he was a devoted choir 
member. With music prominent in 
Terry’s life, he was also a very active 
and proud life member of the Water-
loo Regional Police Male Chorus. He 
was also a 32nd degree Mason of the 
Glenrose Masonic Lodge #628 and a 
member of the Elmira Legion Branch 
#469. In 1964 he joined the Elmira Jay-
cees and later was awarded a Jaycee 
International Senatorship (Life Mem-
bership). After working for Hogg Fuel 
and Supply for 30 years in Sales and 
Marketing, Terry retired and began 
driving limo for Waterloo Black Car, 
which he enjoyed very much.

The families wish to thank Drs. 
Decarolis, Knight, Kilmurray, Jakda 
and Keleher, the chemo suite nurses, 
Home Care nurses, personal support 
workers Mary Lou, Sheena and Colin, 
and Hospice Wellington for their com-
passionate and excellent care. Many 
thanks to friends, church members, 
neighbours, and the Police Chorus 
for their kind words of comfort and 
encouragement, visits, spring and fall 
yard work, gifts of food, flowers, cards 
and emails over the last three years.

Cremation has taken place. Terry’s 
family will receive relatives and friends 
on Friday, July 28, 2017 from 2-4 and 7-9 
p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St., S., Elmira. On Saturday, 
July 29, 2017 from 10-10:45 a.m. there 
will be a visitation at Gale Presbyterian 
Church, 10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira, 
with a Celebration of Life service to fol-
low at 11 a.m. A reception will follow in 
the Church Fellowship Hall. Interment 
in Harriston Cemetery after lunch.

As expressions of sympathy, donations 
to Gale Presbyterian Church, Hospice 
Wellington or Grand River Regional 
Cancer Centre, would be appreciated 
by the family. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

MAXWELL, SCOTT VICTOR | Passed away suddenly on Thurs-
day, July 20, 2017 at home at the age of 57.

NEDEREND, SIMON | Passed away peacefully at home, sur-
rounded by the love of his family on Thursday, July 20, 
2017, at the age of 88. 
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LIVING HERE
VOLUNTEERISM / TAKING NOTE

AT THE MARKET THIS 
week I found myself 
salivating over the fresh 
raspberries. These thimble 
sized red gems are full of 
sweet tart goodness. Our 
just-planted raspberry 
bushes are growing well 
but they aren’t close to 
ready yet. 

Raspberries are great in 
jam with red currants, in 
salads or our epic berry 
scones, but one of my fa-
vourite pairings is with brie 
cheese. 

When you are entertain-
ing on a whim wrapping 
brie in phyllo dough is al-
ways a crowd pleaser. The 
creaminess of brie offsets 
with tartness of the ber-
ries. Baked in the oven on 
a cedar plank, the flavours 
mingle together like old 
friends on a hot summers 
night in the backyard. 

Goat cheese is also a 
good friend for those who 
can’t do heavy dairy. Give 
this recipe a try and enjoy 
the local foods of our re-
gion. 

Happy cooking! 

Raspberries 
a perfect 
pairing 
with brie

CHEF’S TABLE | 23AWARD | 24

Elmira’s Keith and Sandy Metzger to receive Canada 150 award for their volunteer eff orts

am happy that they get this 
honor and something given 
back to them for their hard 
work.”   

“They have done so much 
for the community here 
and for our club, for sledge 
hockey as a sport,” said Men-
kveld, who has  had Keith as 
a coach for his entire 16-year 
career. 

He added that it was 
in part a combination of 
Metzger’s great character 
and the focus he puts on the 
kids that led to the nomina-
tion. 

“He always puts the kids 
first and helps them to im-
prove anyway possible. They 
have given so much for the 

sport and for the community 
– it is just unbelievable the 
amount of time they put in 
to it with the coaching and 
fundraising and all of that 
stuff,” Menkveld said of the 
Metzgers. “It is absolutely 
incredible.”

In Menkveld’s nomination 
letter, he shares his story of 
obstacles that didn’t allow 
him to play the sport he so 
dearly loved and the bless-
ing of finding the sledge 
hockey league Keith and 
Sandy brought to Woolwich.

“I always dreamed of play-
ing hockey like my siblings, 
but this was not possible be-
cause of my disability. Then, 
at the age of 13 I discovered 

sledge hockey and I met 
Keith and Sandy Metzger,” 
he said in his letter. “Words 
cannot express how thank-
ful I am for all the time and 
effort these two people have 
put into my Sledge Hockey 
career and also my life in 
general.”

“I’m now captain of the 
Woolwich Thrashers inter-
mediate squad. It’s always 
been a dream of mine to 
be captain of a team, and 
thanks to Keith and Sandy 
Metzger, I’ve fulfilled that 
dream. Another dream of 
mine was to play hockey 
with my siblings, and last 
year two of my brothers got 
into sleds and played on 

my team in our two tourna-
ments. This would not have 
been possible without all 
the fundraising, volunteer 
hours and organizing that 
these two people have done. 
Their love for the sport of 
sledge hockey, and love for 
and dedication to helping 
kids with disabilities learn, 
grow and have fun is why 
I’m nominating them for the 
Canada 150 award.”

Albrecht, the local MP 
who administered the 
awards along with Harris, 
says they received an in-
flux of nominations for the 
couple.

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

ALI WILSON

AN ELMIRA COUPLE IS be-
ing recognized for their con-
tribution to the community, 
recipients of a Kitchener-
Conestoga 150 for Canada’s 
150 Award.

The award, slated to 
recognize 150 residents, is 
an initiative by the area’s 
federal and provincial politi-
cians, Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Michael Harris and 
his federal counterpart, MP 
Harold Albrecht. The pair 
asked for people to look at 
their neighbours and com-
munity contributors to 
nominate worthy recipients 
for the special Canada 150 
awards honouring those 
who embody what it means 
to be Canadian.

After hearing of the con-
test, Jason Menkveld and 
his family thought of one 
very deserving couple, Keith 
and Sandy Metzger. The 
Metzger’s are well known 
in the community, hav-
ing started the first sledge 
hockey team – The Wool-
wich Thrashers –  after the 
WMC was constructed, and 
encouraging other commu-
nity members to begin play-
ing the sport alongside their 
daughter Corin.

Jason’s mother, Evelyn 
Menkveld, was a big influ-
encer in the nomination 
process, putting the couple 
forward for their support 
and influence in Jason’s life.

“She (Evelyn) just spread 
the word that we all need to 
write letters, and it turned 
out perfectly,” Jason said. “I 
am very happy that they got 
it and I am very happy that 
Keith and Sandy have been 
a big part of my life through 
the sport of sledge hockey. I 

Keith and Sandy Metzger’s work in the community as organizers of sledge hockey, have been recognized with a Canada 150 award from the local MP and MPP. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Local heroes no longer unsung

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net
Accredited  

Test & Repair Facility

DO YOU WANT TO 
SAVE MONEY ON YOUR 

REGULAR VEHICLE 
MAINTENANCE? 

Be sure to take advantage of our  
BUY 4 OIL CHANGES,  
GET 1 FREE OFFER! 

– Hunter Fordham

with brie
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

JULY 28

HUGS (HEALTH, UNDERSTANDING, GROWTH, Sharing) 
For parents and children (0-5yrs.) Park Day at 
St. Jacobs Park - stroller walk along the trail. No 
childcare. Contact Woolwich Community Health 
Centre for details.

JULY 29

WELLESLEY HERITAGE AND HISTORICAL Society. 
Come visit the Historical Room in the old school 
in Wellesley, 1137 Henry St., Wellesley. Visitors are 
welcome from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

JULY 30

LYNN RUSSWURM’S SUNDAY NIGHT Concert Series 
featuring Lance Russwurm. Bring a lawn chair to Gore 
Park, Elmira, 7-9 p.m.

AUGUST 6

LYNN RUSSWURM’S SUNDAY NIGHT Concert Series 
featuring Doug Dietrich & Sunrise. Bring a lawn chair 
to Gore Park, Elmira,  7-9 p.m.

AUGUST 10

WCS YOUTH CENTRE BBQ Fundraiser Thursday and 
Friday at Woolwich Community Services. 5 Memorial 
Ave, Elmira. Enjoy hot dogs and hamburgers . All 
money raise to support the Youth Centre.

23RD ANNUAL JEANNE RENAULT Golf Classic at the 
Conestoga Golf Course. Registration at 11:30 a.m., 
12:55 p.m. shot gun start. Proceeds to support the 
Family Violence Prevention Program. Call Kelly-Marie 
for more information 519-669-5139.

AUGUST 13

LYNN RUSSWURM’S SUNDAY NIGHT Concert Series 
featuring Riding High. Bring a lawn chair to Gore 
Park, Elmira,  7-9 p.m.

AUGUST 16

WHAT’S ON WEDNESDAY FREE BBQ at St. Clements 
Community Centre for 55+. Noon to 4 p.m. with lunch 
served at 1 p.m. Lawn games, cards etc. Please reserve 
your spot by August 11. Call Sue 226-789-8904.

AUGUST 18

ST. JAMES RED SHED Pork and Corn Roast fundraiser 
for the Canadian Food Grains Bank. Music by The Stiff 
Family - bluegrass. St. James Red Shed, 1998 Line 
45, Perth East. Meal at 6:30 p.m., Entertainment at 
8 p.m. Advanced tickets recommended. Call Beth 
at 519-656-2731 or e-mail bluebird@cyg.net before 
August 11.

AUGUST 20

LYNN RUSSWURM’S SUNDAY NIGHT Concert Series 
featuring Earl Fries & the Chaparrels. Bring a lawn 
chair to Gore Park, Elmira, 7-9 p.m.

AUGUST 27

LYNN RUSSWURM’S SUNDAY NIGHT Concert Series 
featuring Southbound. Bring a lawn chair to Gore 
Park, Elmira,  7-9 p.m.

REACH
OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:30 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Zion Mennonite Fellowship

Finding The Way Together

10:00am Summer

Worship Service

519-669-1296 | www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira 

Speaker: Steve Sanchez 
From Moody Bible Institute

Sunday, July 30th

Single Service @ 10:00AM

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Treasures From 
The Heart

Sunday, July 30rd

10:45 am

Speaker: Dale Ward

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Vocation 
and Work

Colossians 3: 22-4: 1

Fred Lichti preaching

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:00am 

519.669.5030 

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO EASILY SUBMIT YOUR EVENT:
observerxtra.com/events-calendar/submit-calendar-in-print/

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for 
non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate 
events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.
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ACROSS
1. “Aeneid” figure
5. Ace
12. Doctrines
16. Valley
17. G.I. John?
18. “Neato!”
19. “The very ___!”
20. Central points
21. Sort of sausage
23. Servant
25. Nourish
26. Golf peg
27. Softly hit fly
30. Formerly, once
31. Act
33. Big laugh
34. Sail supports
35. Zhivago portrayer
37. Dissolving agent
40. Pipe type
42. ___ bean
43. Good sign?
47. Some studios
49. Nag
51. Fastidious

52. Cart
54. Pilchard
55. Lack of vigor
57. Smooth, in music
58. Gounod opera
62. Jason’s ship
63. 100 centavos
64. Em, to Dorothy
65. Chocolate source
67. Big galoot
69. Trample
71. 2004 “Survivor” island
74. Enlightenment
75. Abominates
78. Close by
79. Spore sacs
80. Cocktail
82. Google ___
83. Portico
84. Acceptances
85. Spoiled kid
DOWN
1. Enlighten
2. Change
3. Margarine
4. Tarty

5. Pond buildup
6. Conceited
7. T.G.I.F. part
8. Craft
9. “___ the season ...”
10. Connected
11. Race
12. Summer cooler
13. Sub systems
14. Single-principle believer
15. Biases
22. Constitutes
24. Florence family
25. Solfa syllable
27. Exchange blows
28. Big name in chips

29. Lowest deck
31. Hindu loincloth
32. Dog-___
34. Yours truly
35. “Beat it!”
36. Alpine wind
38. “___ only”
39. Twangy, as a voice
41. Scottish hillside
43. High-risk investments

44. Met expectations?
45. Slow, musically
46. Sweet sandwich
48. Poison plant
50. Boring tool
53. 100 kurus
55. Word before large
56. Back, in a way
58. Islamic decrees
59. Hearing specialist
60. U.N. arm
61. Bowls
65. Short stop?
66. One
67. Desert sight
68. Explode
70. “__ as I say ...”
71. Blow off steam
72. Long, long time
73. ___ Bell
75. “48___”
76. Absorbed, as a cost
77. Bolivian export
81. Adverb

Hot weather heightens the risk of suffering sphenopalatine ganglioneuralgia

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

Q. If there’s a condition 
you’ve suffered from 
without being aware 
of its name, it may be 
“Sphenopalatine gan-
glioneuralgia.” That’s a 
mouthful! Do you need 
to get yourself to the ER?
A. Not to worry. According 
to a study in the “British 
Medical Journal,” a third 
of the population has been 
afflicted by “brain freeze” 
or “ice cream headache,” 
“the stinging sensation one 
feels at the top/front of the 
head after eating too much 
ice cream too quickly,” 
says Dan Lewis in his book 
“Now I Know.”

Your face has a trigeminal 
nerve that carries sensory 
information from your fore-
head to your brain or from 
the roof of your mouth to 
your brain. Here’s what 
happens: When you eat 
ice cream too quickly, the 
blood vessels in your face 
contract, then expand rap-
idly when the ice cream 
leaves your mouth. The 
trigeminal nerve in the 
roof of your mouth signals 
your brain that something’s 
wrong but the brain “mis-
takes” the source of the 
sensation and thinks the 
signal is coming from your 
forehead. (Called “referred 
pain,” it also occurs during 
a heart attack, when the 
brain incorrectly places the 
pain in the shoulder rather 
than in the chest.) In the 
case of brain freeze, “the 

brain reacts by turning that 
signal into a migraine-like 
headache, although a short-
lived one, thankfully.”
Q. You hear these 
blended words all the 
time… “brunch” (“break-
fast” + “lunch”), “motel” 
(“motor” + “hotel”), 
“podcast” (“iPod” + 
“broadcast”), but did 
you know there’s a name 
for them: “portman-
teau.” Can you identify 
the portmanteau here: 
“solunar,” “dripple,” 
“glocalize,” “judder,” 
and “masstige”?
A. “Solunar,” you prob-
ably guessed, combines 
“solar” and “lunar” and 
relates to the sun and the 
moon, says Anu Garg on his 
“A.Word.A.Day” website. 
“Dripple,” first used in 1821, 
blends “drip” and “dribble” 
and suggests flowing in a 

small stream or falling in 
drops. “Glocalize,” combin-
ing “global” and “localize,” 
means making a product or 
service widely available but 
adapted for local markets. 
For example, the “Jewish 
Post” (Israel) in 2012 wrote: 
“Communications have also 
been glocalized. Facebook, 
the global power on the rise, 
is an expression of this.”

“Judder,” meaning to 
shake or vibrate violently, 
blends “jolt/jar/jerk” and 
“shudder.” Finally, did you 
see that “masstige” com-
bines “mass market” and 
“prestige” and thus means 
products that have the per-
ception of luxury but are 
relatively affordable and 
marketed to the masses. As 
“The Gold Coast Bulletin” 
(Southport, Australia) used it 
in February, 2017: …Treasury 

Wines had established its 
luxury and masstige wines 
in China to compete with 
French and Italian wines.”
Q. Do your shoelaces 
tend to come undone at 
the most inopportune 
moments? Scientists 
have set out to discover 
why, with implications 
beyond personal incon-
venience.
A. According to Oliver 
O’Reilly at the University 
of California, Berkeley, the 
culprit is a combination of 
stomping and whipping, 
reports “New Scientist” 
magazine. He and his team 
took slow motion film of a 
jogger’s shoes to capture the 
details of the unravelling.

From a physics view-
point, a knot is held to-
gether by the friction at its 
center, with each turn add-

ing to the friction and mak-
ing the knot stronger. “But 
the repetitive downward 
stomp of each foot while 
running exerts an accelera-
tion at the base of the knot, 
while the laces whip back 
and forth with each stride, 
tugging at the ends like an 
invisible hand.” Over time, 
acceleration trumps inter-
nal friction, and then the 
knot comes undone all at 
once (“Proceedings of the 
Royal Society A…”).

Eventually, “this work 
could shed light on other 
knotty structures, such as 
knots used in surgery….”

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.
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4 sheets phyllo 
Olive oil 
One wheel of brie 
2 Tbsp. slivered almonds 
Sprinkle of black pepper 
1/2 tsp. white balsamic 
vinegar 
1 Tbsp. maple syrup 
Raspberries to cover top of 
the brie 

Lay out one sheet of 
phyllo, brush on olive oil 
and layer another sheet on 
repeat until four sheets are 
stacked.

Place brie in the middle 
and bring the phyllo up 
and around the brie, keep-
ing the top of the cheese 
exposed. Make a long foil 
collar about 12” long and 2” 
high. Wrap the long piece of 

Raspberry 
Almond 
Baked Brie 
One untreated cedar board, 
soaked over night 

CHEF’S TABLE: 
Putting local 
raspberries to 
use in a recipe 
that’s versatile 
and sure 
to please foil around the brie to give 

the phyllo some support.  
Place raspberries on top 

of the brie, rounded side 
up. Toss almond slivers 
in 1 Tbsp. of maple syrup, 
season with fresh cracked 
pepper and white balsamic 
vinegar. Place on top of the 
raspberries. 

Place brie on dried cedar 
plank and baked in oven 

FROM | 21

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. 
We have got you started with a few numbers already placed in the boxes.

until golden brown, about 
12 minutes. 

This can be done on the 
barbecue as well. Turn on 
half of the BBQ on me-
dium to low and place the 
cedar blank on the side 
that is not on. This method 
will take longer but will be 
delicious!  

Serve with cracker bread 
or crusty baguette. 

Enjoy!
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

-- JULY 27TH TO 30TH --

IN STOCK

HOT GRAY COLOUR

CLICK LAMINATE

97¢
REG 2.29REG 2.29REG 2.29REG 2.29REG 2.29REG 2.29
/SQ FT97/SQ FT97¢
/SQ FT
¢

IN STOCK

WOW! HOT BUY!

HANDSCRAPED 
SOLID BAMBOO
$177

FROM /SQ FT

REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

6”X 24” MODERN
LEDGERSTONE
$297

FROM /SQ FT

REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

$575’x 8’ 
STARTING

FROM

FROM97FROM97
IN STOCK

WOW! HOT BUY!

13” X 13” 
PORCELAIN TILE

97¢
FROM97FROM97REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/SQ FT
¢

/SQ FT
¢

4 DAYS ONLY
SUMMER 

--SALE --

WIDE PLANK!

swiss made

KW’S LARGEST
SELECTION!

OVER 1,000 
RUGS IN STOCK!

PLUS NO TAX!

PLUS NO TAX!

AREA 
RUGS!

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

9AM
9AM
11AM

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

9AM
9AM
9AM

9PM
9PM
9PM

THURSDAY 9AM 9PM
9PM
6PM
5PM

SALE HOURS

OUR HOURS

IN STOCK

100% WATERPROOF!

4MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$157
FROM /SQ FT

REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

3     ” 7/8 5¼” 5½” 
$177

/ LIN FT
$16767¢

/ LIN FT/ LIN FT

MDF PRIMED
BASEBOARDS

Official awards will be presented to the 150 
recipients at Castle Kilbride in Baden on 
Aug. 1. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

“I don’t think any of my 
nominees have more sup-
port from such a wide range 
of people – it is just great to 
see,” he said, noting they 
were among many fellow 
Woolwich and Wellesley 
township members.

“For the Metzgers to con-
tinue on coaching when 
their daughter is not in-
volved is simply amazing. 
The amount of work they 
do outside of the actual ice 
time – they are doing fun-
draising, they are getting 
the sleds ready, every year 
they are storing them in 
their own home and garage 
and helping fit them to the 
people who acquire them – 
just a ton of off-ice involve-
ment,” he said. “They just 
go above and beyond in 
every regard.”

The couple will be re-
ceiving the award under 
the sports and recreation 
category, although they 
could have accepted it un-
der many of the other clas-
sifications. Nominations fell 
under 15 different catego-
ries, including community 
builders, good neighbours 
and service clubs.

“I was overjoyed. I was 
extremely happy that they 
got it because it is so well 
deserved,” said Menkveld. 
“They were so flabber-

gasted. That’s what made it 
that much better because 
they had no idea what was 
going on.” 

The nomination came 
as a surprise to the couple 
who had heard briefly 
about the awards a few 
weeks before.

“I thought why would 
Harold Albrecht be sending 
us something in this big en-
velope, so it was somewhat 
of a surprise,” said Sandy.

The surprise soon fizzled 
after the couple had their 
nominators reach out. 
Although they are happy 
to be receiving the award, 
they do and have done 
what they have been doing 
for more than 17 years be-
cause it is what they feel is 
necessary.

“We are pretty modest 
and low-key, and we don’t 
do things for awards or for 
recognition. We do it be-
cause it needs to be done,” 
said Sandy.

“But we get recognition 
from our families,” said 
Keith.

“Every week they say 
‘thank you,’” said Sandy. 

“That is our recognition, 
and that’s all we need,” 
added Keith.

Albrecht noted the 
awards held true to their 
purpose, acknowledging 
the good work that people 
like Keith and Sandy do.

“I think it is so impor-
tant. There are so many 
people like the Metzgers 
who day in and day out, 
week in and week out, do 
such good work,” he said. 
“That was our motivation, 
to say ‘OK, where are some 
people who might not al-
ways be recognized?’ There 
will be some who will be 
getting recognized that will 
get nominated for things in 
other places, but we have a 
lot of people in our riding 
that are unsung heroes, 
and Keith and Sandy are 
certainly two of them.”

The official award cer-
emony to celebrate those 
150 representatives will be 
held at Castle Kilbride in 
Baden on Aug. 1.

AWARD: Taking note of their accomplishments
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The team has formal 
practices every Wednesday 
night where they use the 
training centre in Waterloo.

“We have been train-
ing hard. We train every 
Wednesday night togeth-
er,” she said. “We get to-
gether and talk about what 
our goals are, we push each 
other and we just train 
and train and train so that 
is kind of where we are at 
right now.”

As the only female on 
the team, the competition 
allows her an opportunity 
to show exactly why she 
deserves to be on the de-
partment. 

“I do it because I feel 
like I have an obligation 
to be fit so when problems 
will occur, and being that I 
am a female I kind of have 
an idea of what guys are 
thinking when there is a 
female behind them. ... I 
know that kind of sucks to 
say, but that is the reality of 
it,” she said. “I would like 
to be the female that is go-
ing into situations behind 
a guy and I hope they can 
feel confident knowing 
that I am behind them re-
gardless of what gender I 
am. That is why I do it, be-
cause the job is difficult as 
it is. Being a short female 
doesn’t help, so that is my 

motivation so that I can 
keep up with the boys.”

Lavigne has been doing 
competitions for all three 
years that she has been 
volunteering with the de-
partment.

“My first year I actually 
just did a relay with three 
other girls. In order to 
qualify for the relay, you 
need to have three to five 
people and we competed 
in the all-female relay. We 
got third in nationals and 
then those two girls were 
hired full time,” she said. 

“So last year I rallied up 
some guys and ended up 
finding enough people to 
do a mixed relay, and we 
also got third at nationals 
in Calgary.”

Lavigne is hoping they 
can continue on with their 
success, bringing home at 
least a third-place finish.

“We have a pretty good 
record, so we don’t want to 
break it,” she said.

The team has already 
qualified for nationals this 
year, which is being held in 
Ottawa September 6-10. 

FIREFIT: Team now  getting ready for nationals
FROM | 5

Dave Uberig, Wes Balfour, Steve Grein, Clayton Greer and Madison Lavigne following their relay 
completion at the FireFit competition in Wasaga Beach in early July. [SUBMITTED]


