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WOODLAND GIRLS 
TAKE VOLLEYBALL 
SILVER AT CWOSSA

315 Arthur St., S., 
ELMIRA 

519-669-5403
WE DELIVER

Locally Owned & Operated by
Doug & Mary Lou Pagett

NEW HOURS
6am to midnight

STARTING MARCH 12, 2017 WE WILL NO LONGER BE OPEN 24HRS

IT’LL BE REMEMBERED AS 
the first tap that was more 
like the last tap.

On Feb. 24, maple syrup 
producers and politicians 
gathered on Dan and 
Heather Goetz’s Woolwich 
farm, Shady Grove, for the 
ceremonial first tapping of a 
sugar maple.

“Today we are celebrat-
ing the first tapping of a 
sugar maple to formally kick 
off the 2017 season and I 
said this last year, and Fred 
Martin said, we should be 
changing this to the last 
tapping because most of 
us have already had two or 
three boils already. It’s hard 
to believe. And last year we 
thought was really early,” 
president of the Waterloo-
Wellington Maple Syrup 
Producers Association, 
Terry Hoover, said with a 
laugh.

Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival committee chair 
Drew McGovern welcomed 
the crowd and announced 
the winner of the festival’s 
maple syrup competition 

More than just sap flowing at 
ceremonial first tap in Woolwich

Plenty of praise for local maple syrup 
industry as producers and politicians 
offi  cially kick off  the season

WHITNEY NEILSON – Maple Tap Farms, for the 
second year running.

The festival will be buy-
ing exclusively Maple Tap 
Farms syrup to serve at the 
pancake tent on Apr. 1 – a 
benefit that comes with the 
win.

Hoover explained this is 
the Ontario Maple Syrup 
Producers Association’s 51st 
year, which began because 
of a need to collectively 
work together.

“The maple industry 
contributes over $60 million 
to the Canadian economy, 
close to 2,000 direct jobs 
and over $12 million in taxes 
to three levels of govern-
ment and we are growing by 
an average of five to eight 
per cent by year,” Hoover 
said.

Wellington-Halton Hills 
MPP Ted Arnott noted in his 
remarks it’s impressive to 
see an industry growing that 
fast and it’s exciting for the 
future of maple producers.

Maple is also the first ag-
ricultural group of the year, 
which no other commodity 

IT’S A BIG CHANGE, and nearby 
residents aren’t having any part of 
it. And they’re hoping Woolwich 
councillors feel the same way about 
a bid to permanently alter the Win-
terbourne Valley in pursuit of gravel.

Residents of Winterbourne and 
Conestogo turned out in droves at 
township council chambers Tues-
day night to counter a presentation 
by Preston Sand and Gravel (PSG), 
which wants a zoning change to al-
low below-the-water-table extraction 
of aggregate at a farm on Peel Street.

A legal battle having already 
cleared the way for a conventional 
pit at the Jigs Hollow site, PSG was 
stymied when work got underway 
in 2014 and the water table was too 
high to permit it to continue – all 
extraction has to be no deeper than 
1.5 metres above the water table, and 
levels were almost at the surface. 
Since then, the company has been 
jockeying for a request for the town-
ship to lift a holding provision on the 
89-acre site.

PSG also has an application before 

Residents come 
out swinging 
against latest 
gravel pit plan 
for Jigs Hollow

STEVE KANNON

Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz helped kick off the ceremonial first tap – more affectionately known as the last tap this 
year – at the Goetz’s farm, Shady Grove, on Feb. 24. Most maple syrup producers in this region have already had a couple 
boils because of the warmer than normal weather. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]GRAVEL PIT | 2

FIRST TAP | 28

Preston Sand and Gravel 
seeking zoning change to allow 
below-water-table extraction 
in Winterbourne Valley
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Book your appointment at blood.ca

PATIENTS NEED 
YOUR HELP. 
PLEASE DONATE 

BLOOD IN WELLESLEY!
Wellesley Blood 

Donor Clinic
Monday, March 6

5 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Wellesley Community Centre, 

1000 Maple Leaf Street

FIREWOODFIREWOOD

519-669-1079
Joseph Gingrich

1296 Balsam Grove, RR#2
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z2

DELIVERY OR PICKUPDELIVERY OR PICKUP

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Assorted Hardwoods
Wholesale or Retail

Stored Inside

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com

the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry 
under the provincial Ag-
gregate Resources Act.

In addition to allow-
ing the company to dig 
into the water table, the 
request calls for the total 
amount of aggregate to be 
mined to reach 2.1 million 
metric tonnes, up from 
800,000 in the current 
agreement. Extraction 
would remain at 150,000 
tonnes per year, said Da-
vid Sisco, a planner with 
IBI Group representing the 
applicant.

The operational time-

line would extend to 
14-plus years rather than 
the six or seven years in 
the existing forecast. And 
instead of rehabilitating 
the site back to farmland, 
a large pond would remain 
in the middle of the valley, 
filled in with groundwater 
to depths of 6.5 to 14 me-
tres.

Residents took issue 
with all of the proposed 
changes, from the extra 
years of operation to the 
permanent loss of prime 
agricultural land.

 “Many times the study 
refers to the “rehabilita-
tion” of the aggregate ex-

traction area into a small 
lake. However, in order 
for something to be reha-
bilitated into a small lake, 
there must be a lake there 
already, which is not the 
case. To rehabilitate liter-
ally means to return some-
thing to its original state. 
If this holding provision is 
lifted, land that has been 
farmed for over 100 years 
will not be ‘rehabilitated.’ 
It will be lost forever,” 
argued Winterbourne resi-
dent Laurie Breed.

Resident after resident 
pointed out incompatibili-
ties between the project 
and the nearby homes in 

Conestogo and Winter-
bourne, arguing the topog-
raphy guarantees noise 
and dust, for instance, 
will travel upwards from 
the bottom of the bowl-
like setting. Likewise, 
the homes sit at a higher 
elevation, meaning views 
will be marred by the op-
eration, regardless of the 
berms and tree plantings 
in place since 2014.

Pointing to a litany of 
problems and the appli-
cant’s failure to comply 
with the existing agree-
ment on numerous in-
stances despite limited 
activity at the site, Cones-

togo resident Della Stroo-
bosscher noted homeown-
ers are already seeing a 
drop in property values, 
with assessment levels of-
ficially dropping.

“Visual impacts. Noise. 
Traffic. Non-compliance. 
All this on top of prime 
Ontario farmland being 
replaced with a lake, lo-
cated mere metres from 
the Grand River, posing a 
threat to the fish habitat 
and the drinking water of 
thousands of people, for-
ever. I’m asking council to 
say ‘no’ to lifting the hold-
ing provision,” she said.

The meeting was for 

information purposes, so 
councillors weren’t mak-
ing any decisions Tuesday 
night. Instead, a staff 
report will come back at a 
later date.

Dan Kennaley, Wool-
wich’s director of engi-
neering and planning, 
noted both the Region of 
Waterloo and the Grand 
River Conservation Au-
thority had concerns 
about the plans submitted 
by PSG. The township, too, 
has concerns as it reviews 
the studies – from acoustic 
to cultural heritage im-
pacts – submitted by the 
company’s consultants.

GRAVEL PIT: New plan would replace prime farmland with large pond adjacent to Grand River
FROM | COVER

New line will stabilize regional water services in West Montrose
LIZ BEVAN

RESIDENTS WON’T NO-
TICE A difference, but 
there will soon be a more-
streamlined water supply 
system leading to West 
Montrose. 

The construction of a 
new water line from St. 
Jacobs to Conestogo to 
West Montrose will keep a 
steady water supply head-
ing to its final destination, 
says the Region of Water-
loo’s director of water ser-
vices, Nancy Kodousek.

First up, the region will 
be constructing the wa-
termain from Conestogo 
Plains water supply system 
to West Montrose.

Currently, when the res-
ervoirs in West Montrose 
get a little low, the region 
trucks in water to the vil-
lage. 

“Historically, the reason 
we were looking at this 

is to make sure that we 
have a long-term sustain-
able water supply for West 
Montrose. We have a water 
treatment plant there, and 
it is operating, but when 
demands are more than 
what the wells can supply, 
or the demand is greater, 
that difference is why we 
need to truck water in,” 
she said. “We just need a 
sustainable water supply 
system. We are operating 
the plant, but we need to 
add more water into the 
system.”

The watermain con-
struction wasn’t the only 
alternative for the region, 
but after conducting an 
environmental assessment 
process, Kodousek says 
this was the best option. 

“What we do when we 
do a project like this is 
we look at all the alter-
natives,” she said of the 
seven-kilometre line. “We 

look at what the problem 
statement is, which is pro-
viding a stable water sup-
ply, we looked at the op-
tions and the best option 

was to eventually tie into 
the integrated urban water 
supply system.”

The $4-million project 
started with public consul-

tations in November 2014. 
Now, the region is asking 
for bids from contractors 
looking to take on the task 
of delivering water to West 

Montrose.
“We are going to ten-

der it this spring, and the 
work would also begin this 
spring. The work is going 
to happen this year, and 
we are advertising this 
spring for construction 
starting,” she said, adding 
that the piece connecting 
Conestogo Plains to West 
Montrose is just one phase 
of the project.

Kodousek says the wa-
ter services department 
is eager to get the project 
started.

“This is one of the 
projects that we are very 
excited by right now. This 
is just the first phase, 
though. It will probably be 
one construction season to 
do each phase,” she said. 

The second phase to 
connect St. Jacobs to the 
Conestogo Plains system is 
planned to begin in spring 
2018.

The Region of Waterloo is on the verge of tendering a project that will streamline the water delivery system in West Montrose. The new 
water main will end up at the water treatment facility at the end of Tallwood Drive in the village. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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IN A CASE OF sidewalks if 
necessary, but not neces-
sarily sidewalks, a group of 
Elmira homeowners won’t 
be conscripted into the 
endless battle over walk-
ways. Meeting Tuesday 
night, Woolwich council-
lors scrapped plans to put 
sidewalks on both sides of 
the street when Green War-
bler Crescent is rebuilt.

It’s a familiar fight every 
time staff recommends 
doubling up the number 
of sidewalks when roads 
are reconstructed in estab-
lished neighbourhoods. 
While the practice is 
standard in new subdivi-
sions – the concrete goes in 
before the homes, in most 
cases – it’s always an uphill 
battle in established areas. 
Still, it’s a war planning 
staff seem intent on waging 
each time.

Typically, residents ap-
peal for common sense to 
prevail, as was the case this 
week in council chambers.

Pointing out that the 

THAT’S SOME CREATIVE REPURPOSINGNo additional 
sidewalk for 
Green Warbler, 
council decides
Residents win the latest battle in 
longstanding war over installing two 
sidewalks during reconstruction

STEVE KANNON project was put off once due 
to lack of financing and a 
remaining $100,000 short-
fall in funding, Green War-
bler resident Phil Willms 
called on councillors to take 
the savings in eliminating 
plans for a second sidewalk.

“Why do we have to add 
a sidewalk when it appears 
there’s so little traffic?” he 
asked. “Our street works 
quite well the way it is.”

The addition of an “un-
necessary expenditure” 
would create problems 
where none exist today, he 
added. For instance, add-
ing a sidewalk on the west 
side of the street would ef-
fectively eliminate much 
of the usable space on 
people’s driveways, creat-
ing more on-street parking. 
That, in turn, would make 
the streets more congested 
and more dangerous for 
kids and drivers alike.

“The street is wide open 
now – it seems to work 
well,” Willms said. “We 
should be using some com-

SIDEWALKS | 4

A MILD WINTER HAS 
maple syrup producers tap-
ping, boiling and bottling 
that liquid sugar earlier 
than ever before.

“The earliest I’ve ever 
boiled was the 22nd of 
February and this year we 
actually boiled on the 21st. 
But then last year ended 
up being a normal year, so 
Mother Nature’s a strange 
animal,” said Terry Hoover, 
president of the Waterloo-
Wellington Maple Syrup 
Producers Association.

He says every year they 
tell the producers to be 
ready three weeks ahead 
and this season was three 
weeks ahead of schedule, 
so they ended up being a 
day late. 

They need a good freeze-
thaw cycle to freeze the 
trees at night and get the 
sap flowing during the day. 
Four days in a row of warm 
weather is a no-go for tap-
ping.

“Everybody that I know 
of is done tapping. So that’s 
why we’re joking about 
changing the first tapping 
ceremony to the last tap-
ping ceremony. Everyone 
is done tapping. Everybody 

Mild weather 
brings an 
early start 
to the maple 
syrup season

WHITNEY NEILSON

SYRUP SEASON | 28

THE BIG DAY JUST a 
month away now, organiz-
ers of the Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival are on the 
hunt for volunteers. 

Drew McGovern, who 
heads the festival organiz-
ing committee, says there 
are more than 2,000 people 
who come together, donate 
their time and make the 
festival happen every year. 
The group is always on the 

With the sap flowing, organizers now looking to tap into volunteer pool
LIZ BEVAN lookout for new recruits. 

“I have been on the com-
mittee for quite a few years 
and now and again I bump 
into people and we talk 
about the festival. I always 
ask them why they haven’t 
come out to help before, 
and the most popular an-
swer is that nobody has 
asked them. We’re asking 
now,” he said. 

Whether it’s a high 
school student looking 
for some volunteer hours, 

or someone with just a 
few spare hours, there 
are plenty of areas where 
volunteers are needed on 
festival day. 

“I have found that there 
are two kinds of people in 
town. There are the people 
who go into their basement 
on festival day and watch 
Netflix and wait for it to be 
over, or you get the people 
who get involved and come 
out,” said McGovern. “That 
second person is the per-

son we are looking for. We 
are hoping there are people 
who have that three or four 
hours they can give us, 
whether it is flipping pan-
cakes, or directing traffic, 
selling tickets at the Wool-
wich Memorial Centre, or 
something like that.”

With expanded activities 
and events at this year’s 
festival, organizers may 
need a few extra volunteers 
this year. Kim Dixon, vice-
chair of the committee, 

says there are some big 
changes coming.

“We have a lot more hap-
pening at the WMC this 
year. We just wanted to get 
more people over there and 
we just want to make it a 
friendlier experience for 
families that come out,” 
she said. “The crafts are 
back this year, with 50 ta-
bles in the McLeod Arena, 
and we have created a kid’s 
zone upstairs. We have four 
Disney characters that are 

going to be hanging out, 
we are going to have our 
balloon guy up there and of 
course, the syrup competi-
tion table is going to be up 
there as well.”

Dixon says she also 
wants to get festival-goers 
a bit more active, with the 
addition of some more 
physical activities at the 
WMC. In the parking lot, 
planners are looking into 

VOLUNTEERS | 4

After an overwhelming response to the Elmira MCC Thrift Shop’s Thrift Challenge, three winners have been named. Trian Kun won in the 
adult category for this Christmas themed house (above, right), Conner Woodham won for the youth category with his robot (top) and 
Caroline Brubacher and team won for their fairytale creation. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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Township of Wellesley

Public Notice

TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY
4639 Lobsinger Line, R.R. #1, St. Clements ON, N0B 2M0 • 519-699-4611

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Corporation of the Township of 
Wellesley will hold a Public Meeting on the 28th day of March, 2017 at 6:45 
p.m. in the Council Chambers located at 4805 William Hastings Line, 
Crosshill, Ontario, for the purpose of receiving comments with respect to 
various housekeeping amendments to Zoning By-law 28/2006.

THE PROPOSAL:
The Township of Wellesley is proposing a number of general amendments 
to the existing Zoning By-law to correct certain errors, provide additional 
definitions, clean up unclear wording and make other general changes to 
the by-law. The proposed amendments affect all lands in the Township. A 
full copy of the proposed amendments and other background 
documentation is available from the Township website at 
www.wellesley.ca. The following items identify some of the more 
substantive proposed changes to the Zoning By-law. 

1. A number of new definitions relating to the new mobile food vending 
by-law are added to the Zoning By-law and other definitions will be 
revised.

2. Section 2.96, grade level definition is revised to clarify measurement 
of grade level.

3. Section 2.105, height definition is revised to reflect the change made 
to grade level and provide consideration for structures housing 
mechanical equipment. 

4. Section 2.212, structure definition is revised to exclude water 
reservoirs and septic beds, which are subject to different setbacks 
than structures.

5. Section 3.7 multiple zones is amended to change the requirement 
that the zone line be considered a lot line. 

6. Section 4.26, Non-complying uses is amended to recognize that 
where a legal non-complying building or structure has been 
voluntarily demolished to permit the construction of a new building 
or structure, the same floor area may be reconstructed, but must 
complyto all other provisions in the Zoning By-law.

7. Section 4.46, temporary uses is amended to temporarily allow two 
dwellings on a lot where a replacements dwelling is being 
constructed. When the new home is occupied the original home must 
be demolished.

8. New regulations are proposed in the Urban Industrial and Dry 
Industrial zones to permit the operation of refreshment vehicles. 

Any persons may attend the public meeting and make written and/or 
verbal representation either in support of or in opposition to the proposed 
amendment and plan of subdivision.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public 
meeting or make written submissions to the Township of Wellesley before 
the by-law is passed, the person or public body is not entitled to appeal 
the decision of the Township of Wellesley to the Ontario Municipal Board.

If a person or public body does not make oral submissions at a public 
meeting, or make written submissions to the Township of Wellesley before 
the by-law is passed, the person or public body may not be added as a 
party to the hearing of an appeal before the Ontario Municipal Board 
unless, in the opinion of the Board, there are reasonable grounds to do so.

Additional information relating to the proposed application is available for 
inspection during regular business hours at the Municipal Offices of the 
Township of Wellesley and on our website.

Information requests may also be submitted to: Geoff VanderBaaren, 
Planner, gvanderbaaren@wellesley.ca 4639 Lobsinger Line, St. Clements, 
ON N0B 2M0 PH: 519.699.3952 FX: 519.699.4540,

Dated at the Township of Wellesley this 28th day of February, 2017

mon sense with regards 
to spending and actual 
needs.”

The unnecessary ex-
pense theme was echoed 
by resident Brad Martin, 
whose property has an 
existing sidewalk that will 
be retained and expanded 
under the plan.

“If we don’t have the 
money to spend, why 
spend it?”

As with previous battles, 
most councillors quickly 

adding a few bouncy 
castles.

“We don’t want to have 
people freezing, and we 
just wanted to add that bit 
of physical fun,” she said. 

The festival is also going 
a bit hi-tech this year, with 
online sale for tickets to the 
WMC. Dixon says the plan-
ning committee listened to 
feedback from last year’s 
attendees. 

“We have simplified 
things. There is just going 

got onboard with the resi-
dents.

“This is a very good place 
that we could make an ex-
ception to our policy,” said 
Mayor Sandy Shantz.

Coun. Patrick Merlihan 
noted, however, that the 
township doesn’t have a 
formal sidewalk policy, 
which remains a work in 
progress. Councillors pre-
viously rejected a bid for 
a blanket policy requiring 
sidewalks on both sides of 
every street.

to be one ticket price for the 
WMC. You get a stamp at the 
door and you just go,” she 
said. “It is a lot of the same 
old stuff, but we are really 
building on that and just 
adding to the experience.”

The Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival is celebrating its 
53rd year, with a nod to 
Canada’s 150th birthday. 
The event starts bright and 
early on Apr. 1 with stacks 
of pancakes drizzled in lo-
cal syrup being served at 
7 a.m. It runs all day with 

While there’ll be no new 
sidewalk, the township is 
looking at options for deal-
ing with a walkway that 
links the street to Mock-
ingbird Drive, the outlet of 
which essentially sees pe-
destrians exit in line with 
the intersection of Green 
Warbler Crescent and Blue 
Heron Court.

The reconstruction proj-
ect itself is scheduled to 
be carried out this year at 
a budget of some $1.2 mil-
lion.

vendors on Arthur Street 
and sap-related activities 
for the whole family. There 
are some events that start 
the night before.

To sign up to volunteer, 
purchase tickets for the 
Woolwich Memorial Centre 
events or to see this year’s 
festival schedule, visit 
www.elmiramaplesyrup.
com. To volunteer, you can 
also email Rose, the com-
mittee’s volunteer coordi-
nator at emsfvolunteer@
gmail.com.

SIDEWALKS: Residents see councillors heed 
their call for common sense in decision on project

VOLUNTEERS: From setup to knockdown, lots 
of hands needed to make festival day work

FROM | 3

FROM | 3

PANCAKES ARE ALL THE RAGE ON TUESDAY

Victoria K., Daniel K., Daniel V., Nathan L., Cohen H. and Bryden S. dig in. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Elementary School students were treated to a pancake lunch on Feb. 28 to mark Shrove Tuesday. The kids filled 
their plates with pancakes, syrup and fruit for the special occasion. Jessica S., Hannah V. and Micah A. with their flapjacks.  [SUBMITTED]
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POLICE BLOTTER

Police issue warning following phishing scam
POLICE HAVE ISSUED A 
warning about an email 
scam after a Perth County 
business was the victim of 
a so-called phishing fraud.

An employee of the com-
pany received an email that 
appeared to come from 
the owner of the business. 
The email asked the em-
ployee to send a significant 
amount of funds via elec-
tronic funds transfer. When 
the employee later spoke 
to the owner, they realized 
the transaction was fraudu-
lent. Investigation later on 
determined that the email 
address that this request 
came from was different 
than the owner’s actual 
email address.

F E B R U A R Y  2 3

11:00 AM | Following up on 
a tip received in January alleging 
that a person in Waterloo Region 
had uploaded images of child 
pornography to a computer, 
Waterloo Regional Police executed 
a search warrant at a St. Clements 
address on Feb. 22. They subse-
quently arrested at 45-year-old St. 
Clements man, charging him with  
‘possession of child pornography’ 
and ‘accessing child pornography.’

F E B R U A R Y  2 5

8:34 AM | Wellington County 
OPP responded to a report of a 
single-vehicle collision on Welling-
ton Road 18 in Centre Wellington 
Township. Police arrived at the 
scene and observed a 2008 Honda 
on the north shoulder resting on 

its roof and driver’s door.  While 
speaking with the male driver, 
officers detected the strong odour 
of alcohol on his breath and noted 
physical signs of possible impair-
ment, placing the driver under 
arrest. He was transported to a 
local hospital for treatment of 
minor injuries.  Breath samples 
for analysis were provided at the 
hospital. As a result, a 30-year-old 
Kitchener man was charged with 
‘impaired driving’ and ‘over 80 
mgs.’  His driver’s licence was sus-
pended for 90 days and the vehicle 
impounded for a period of seven 
days. He is scheduled to appear in 
Guelph Criminal Court on Mar. 31. 

F E B R U A R Y  2 6

3:30 PM | A 22-year-old 
Mapleton Township man faces 

impaired driving charges after Wel-
lington County OPP responded to a 
traffic complaint involving a vehicle 
doing burn-outs on Wellington 
Road 109 in Wellington North 
Township. Officers located the 2010 
Ford involved in the complaint and 
while speaking with the driver, 
police detected the odour of an 
alcoholic beverage on his breath. A 
roadside screening test resulted in 
a fail. The driver was placed under 
arrest and transported to a local 
OPP operations centre for further 
testing. He was subsequently 
charged with ‘care and control 
over 80 mgs.’ His driver’s licence 
was suspended for 90 days and 
the vehicle impounded for a period 
of seven days. He is scheduled to 
appear in Guelph Criminal Court on 
Apr. 4 to answer to the charge.

Expansion OK’d 
for farm biz

A Woolwich on-farm business got 
the go-ahead this week for an expan-
sion that will help keep the operation 
running year-round.

Meeting Feb. 28, township councillors 
approved a zone change for Robert 
Brubacher’s property at 7021 Sideroad 
5 W., increasing the amount of space 
available for his ancillary business, 
Wellington Fertilizer. That will allow 
him to add the processing of de-icing 
salt during the summer downtime of 
his fertilizer-bagging venture.

Now, he can use 2.5 acres of his 
56-acre farm to house the business, 
up from 1.7 acres previously. There 

is also a provision for the bagging 
of additional granulars such as 
salt, the conversion of the existing 
1,215-square-metre barn to a storage 
facility, and the installation of a truck 
weigh station.

Planner Bob Black said the expansion 
will allow room to avoid having trucks 
parked on the roadway. His client is 
also taking steps to deal with concerns 
raised by a neighbour, including noise, 
dust and litter.

Black noted that Brubacher bought 
the farm property to the north, moving 
his family to the house there. His beef 
operation is now based on the new 
site, freeing up the existing barn for 
use by the processing business. The 
bulk of the land is used as a feedlot for 
the beef operation.

Harris pushes for 
rare disease plan

The province is dragging its 
heels while Ontarians with rare 
diseases continue to suffer, says local 
MPP Michael Harris.

Having defeated his motion calling for 
a rare disease strategy, the government 
has not moved on its working group 
proposal, says the Kitchener-Conestoga 
representative.

“A year after watching the Minister of 
Health and his Liberal colleagues defeat 
my motion for a rare disease strategy in 
favour of a government ‘working group’ 
proposal, we continue to await action,” 
Harris said Tuesday. “Today we are here 
again at Queen’s Park with little to show 

for the year patients have been forced 
to suffer and wait.

“While government was quick with 
“working group” promises when 
patients were on their doorstep last 
year, the Wynne Liberals have a habit 
of only acting when it’s in their best 
interest – after forcing sufferers to beg 
for their lives in this Legislature and 
the cameras are turned on. When the 
cameras turn off, so do the Liberals.”

Region doles out 
wage increases

The Region of Waterloo last week 
reached a deal with its unionized inside 
workers, doling out raises in a four-year 
deal that runs through June 30, 2020.

The 784 full-time and 71 temporary 

full-time workers, members of the 
Canadian Union of Public Employees 
(CUPE) Local 1883, will receive a 1.5 per 
cent increase in each of the contract’s 
first three years, and 1.75 per cent in 
the final year. The deal is retroactive to 
July 1, 2016.

The unionized workers are employed 
in various departments, including social 
services, Public Health, planning, and 
transportation  in multiple locations 
throughout the region.

A path to home
What is currently a landlocked farm 

field would become the site of a new 
home and farm accessory building 
under a plan to open up an unused road 
allowance near Breslau. The idea won 
approval from Woolwich councillors 

meeting this week. 
The decision follows an application 

from Lloyd and Hildie Peters for a zoning 
amendment to permit the change of 
use at their 48-acre property at 1175 
Wurster Pl.

The site is at the end of an unopened 
township road allowance at the end of 
Wurster Place. The applicant offered to 
extend the road to municipal standards 
as part of the plan to build on the 
property, though the township will 
allow them to construct and maintain 
a private driveway over the unopened 
portion of Wurster Place for the time 
being. 

The area east of the current Hopewell 
Heights subdivision is slated for future 
development, at which time proper 
roadways are likely to be created.
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What to look for
Fraudsters create email addresses that mimic that of 
the real ones, police warn, advising people to protect 
themselves by looking for these warning signs:
• Beware of unsolicited emails from individuals or financial 

institutions presenting an urgent situation requiring 
immediate attention.

• Prior to sending any funds or product, make contact with 
fellow staff members/ clients in person or by telephone to 
confirm that the request is legitimate.

• Watch for spelling and formatting errors and be wary of 
clicking on any attachments, they can contain viruses and 
spyware.

Province ends winter hydro cut-offs 
Number of incidents climb in proportion to runaway cost of electricity, though cases aren’t common in the townships 

LIZ BEVAN

ALTHOUGH NOT A LARGE 
problem in Woolwich and 
Wellesley townships, the 
province has passed legis-
lation preventing electric-
ity providers from turning 
off services in the winter. 

Energy Minister Glenn 
Thibeault’s bill, which 
passed Wednesday, stops 
hydro companies such 
as Waterloo North Hydro 
(WNH) from cutting off 
power to users who have 

unpaid bills. 
The measure was initial-

ly attached to a sweeping 
bill called the Burden Re-
duction Act last summer. 
The NDP was against other 
aspects of the bill, and 
along with the PC party, 
pushed for a separate piece 
of legislation devoted to 
winter hydro cut-offs. 

Here, however, there are 
very few cases of power 
being shut off in the com-
pany’s service area, said 
WNH spokesman Jeff 

Quint.
“Two weeks ago, we 

had two and now we have 
none. Our residential cus-
tomer base is, give or take, 
47,000 and change,” he 
said. “We are talking two 
out of 47,000, so for us it is 
not an issue. I can’t speak 
for our neighbouring utili-
ties but I don’t think it is 
an overwhelming issue in 
this region.”

There are other avenues 
customers can take if for 
some reason, they can’t 

pay their bills. There are 
programs such as the 
Waterloo Region Energy 
Assistance Plan (WREAP) 
and the Low-Income En-
ergy Assistance Program 
(LEAP).

“They are our custom-
ers. At the end of the day, 
we work with them and 
do the best we can and as 
much as we can. The last 
thing we are going to do 
is disconnect a customer. 
Someone isn’t sitting 
around like Mr. Burns 

grinding their hands, 
thinking who we are go-
ing to disconnect today,” 
said Quint in reference to 
The Simpsons’ rapacious 
utility owner Montgomery 
Burns.

Michael Harris, the 
Conservative MPP for 
Kitchener-Conestoga, says 
although the issue isn’t 
prevalent in his constitu-
ency, it is still important 
to ensure every Ontarian 
has power in the coldest 
months of the year.

“All the parties have 
been talking about winter 
disconnects. They are real, 
the stories we hear of fami-
lies choosing food or heat, 
especially in the dead of 
winter,” said Harris. “I 
think this government has 
failed to really acknowl-
edge the hydro situation, 
and how detrimental it has 
been, especially in rural 
Ontario. Their only source 
of heating their homes in 
the winter in typically hy-
droelectric.”



6 | COMMENT THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2017

COMMENT
JOE MERLIHAN PUBLISHER

STEVE KANNON EDITOR

PUBLICATION MAIL AGREEMENT NUMBER 1004840  |  ISSN 12039578

THE VIEW FROM HERE

WORLD VIEW / GWYNNE DYER

WORLD
AFFAIRS

OUR VIEW / EDITORIAL

DONNA RUDY
SALES MANAGER
WHITNEY NEILSON
REPORTER
LIZ BEVAN
REPORTER

PATRICK MERLIHAN
PRODUCTION MANAGER
JAKE STALLARD
GRAPHIC DESIGN

YOU DON’T MAKE POLICY on wishful think-
ing. Nor do you spend money where few people 
benefit.

It’s common-sense thinking that frequently eludes both 
bureaucrats and politicians.

Residents are often saddled with poor planning and deci-
sion making that hurts all the more when it comes with an 
unnecessary price tag, from relatively minor handouts to the 
white elephants galore, from poorly-attended spectacles to 
transit boondoggles. 

It’s in that light that we have to look at the latest sidewalk 
debate in Woolwich, which saw residents of Elmira’s Green 
Warbler Crescent oppose plans to install sidewalks on both 
sides of their street.

This isn’t the first time Woolwich councillors have tackled 
this issue – not even the first time they’ve discussed this very 
project – so a decision should have been self-evident heading 
into Tuesday night’s meeting.

Luckily for residents, most councillors saw it that way. 
They quickly removed a second sidewalk from the equation 
after a stream of residents made their way to the podium call-
ing for common sense to prevail.

In this instance, it did.
The cost-benefit analysis pretty much always rules out 

installing sidewalks on both sides of any street in the town-
ship. Yet every time the engineering department does a 
reconstruction project, the plan includes just that. It’s policy, 
says staff, the very people who came up with the policy. Well, 
not a policy per se, because council hasn’t adopted anything 
formally. In fact, councillors previously rejected a blanket 
set of rules, having experienced cases where installing a new 
sidewalk was a very bad idea indeed – see just about any of 
the older neighbourhoods where homes are already just feet 
away from the street.

Still, staff insists that it be standard to install sidewalks on 
both sides of the street, along with curbs and gutters. This is 
applied to all new subdivisions, which is a debatable require-
ment but certainly not overly contentious as the concrete is 
laid before anyone moves onto the street.

It’s a different scenario in retrofitting existing neighbour-
hoods, however, where the sidewalks usually prove disrup-
tive. As the residents noted Tuesday night, there would be a 
significant impact on homeowners.

While it would be easy to dismiss concerns about park-
ing – the sidewalks would go on the municipal right of way, 
taking away driveway space where residents currently park 
– because the land belongs to the municipality, the inconve-
nience and resultant snow-clearing issues would certainly 
outweigh what staff deemed benefits of the project.

Yes, the property belongs to the municipality, but there’s 
just something galling about having to deal with a sidewalk 
bisecting your driveway after years of no such inconvenience.

At this point, it would be much easier to simply scrap any 
notion of a policy.

Any talk that building more sidewalks would suddenly 
encourage people to walk more often is so much utopian 
thinking. It’s the same poorly considered rationale for shoe-
horning bicycle lanes onto streets – the cost and inconve-
nience far outweigh the handful of  users. The numbers are 
inconsequential, and such arguments should never come 
up in serious discussion of policymaking, let alone spending 
money.

Accessibility arguments also hold little weight. Again, the 
numbers involved don’t warrant disproportionate retrofit-
ting. Reasonable access – heavy on the reasonableness – is 
enough. Sometimes good enough is good enough. 

Council gets it 
right as sidewalk 
battle rages on

ONLY 39 LIGHT-YEARS 
AWAY, astronomers have 
found seven planets cir-
cling a very small “red 
dwarf” star called Trap-
pist-1. All seven are in 
or near what we call the 
“Goldilocks zone” – not too 
hot, not too cold, but just 
right for water to remain 
liquid on the planet. So we 
all speculate once again, 
but a little more bravely 
this time, about whether 
some of these planets 
might be home to life.

Not only are three of 
Trappist-1’s planets dead 
centre in the Goldilocks 
zone; the other four are on 
the fringes of the habitable 
zone. And they are all big 
enough – from half Earth’s 
size to slightly bigger than 
our home planet – to retain 
an atmosphere for billions 
of years.

That’s long enough for 
life to evolve on one or 
more of them. It’s probably 
even long enough for com-
plex life forms to evolve 
there, as it did on Earth.

If an intelligent life form 

More evidence that there’s likely life everywhere
evolved on even one of 
these planets, it could have 
colonized all seven: they 
are very close together. The 
journey would be not much 
more demanding than a 
trip from the Earth to the 
Moon.

So think about that: a 
seven-world interplan-
etary civilization. It may 
not exist at Trappist-1: we 
cannot yet assume that 
life crops up everywhere 
that the circumstances are 
suitable for it. But it surely 
must exist in one or many 
(or most) of the hundreds 
of millions of similar star 
systems that exist in this 
galaxy alone. 

It looks like life is as 
common as dirt in the uni-
verse, which for living crea-
tures like us is infinitely 
more interesting than a 
dead universe ruled only 
by physics and chemistry. 
Whereas the poor scien-
tists, shackled by their duty 
to go not one millimetre 
further than the evidence 
will currently support, are 
condemned to say cool, 
restrained things like:

“The discovery of mul-
tiple rocky planets with 
surface temperatures that 
allow for liquid water make 
this amazing system an 

exciting future target in the 
search for life.” (Dr. Chris 
Copperwheat of Liverpool 
John Moores University, 
which provided one of 
the telescopes used in the 
study.)

Of course, Dr. Copper-
wheat really knows that 
this discovery makes it 99 
per cent certain (it was al-
ready 98 per cent certain) 
that life is commonplace 
throughout the universe. 
He just must not say so 
until we actually find hard 
evidence for life on one 
of the almost 4,000 “exo-
planets” orbiting other 
stars that astronomers 
have found in the past 24 
years.

But I am a journalist, and 
I am allowed to speak obvi-
ous truths even when the 
scientific evidence is still 
falling a bit short. Planets 
are self-evidently as com-
mon as dirt. Life is almost 
certainly as common as 
dirt. And even intelligent 
life must be pretty com-
mon in the universe.

Maybe only one planet 
in a million has intelligent 
life, you say? Okay, then 
there are at least a hundred 
and forty million planets 
with intelligent life in this 
galaxy alone. And there are 

at least a hundred billion 
galaxies.

I started reading science 
fiction when I was quite 
young – maybe ten or elev-
en – and my parents knew 
an old guy a few streets 
away who was an amateur 
astronomer, so they sent 
me along to see him. He 
showed me his telescope, 
and pictures he had taken, 
and even an exercise book 
where he had done sketch-
es of our own solar system 
and the entire galaxy with 
coloured pencils. 

But he couldn’t tell me 
whether there were any 
planets beyond our own 
system, let alone whether 
there was life elsewhere 
in the universe. Nobody 
knew, and he was being 
properly scientific in his 
caution. So I returned to 
my science fiction, and 
never went back to see him 
again.

I am probably now at 
least as old as that “old 
guy” was then. We live in 
a truly marvellous time, 
when the whole universe 
is opening up to us, and I 
wish he could have lived 
long enough to know what 
we know now. 

DYER | 8

Both sides see good uses for cement, though they don’t agree on the best use.

LOCAL POLITICIANS’ APPROACH TO A
BATCH OF CEMENT ...

LOCAL RESIDENTS’ APPROACH TO THE 
SAME BATCH ... AND POLITICIANS ...
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Immigration policy may be pushing the limits of Canadian tolerance

WITH DONALD TRUMP IN 
charge to the south of us, 
Canadians see themselves 
as much more open to the 
immigrants and refugees 
the U.S. is looking to clamp 
down on. Well, some Cana-
dians, at any rate, as public 
sentiment is swinging away 
from the unsustainable 
open-door policy that’s 
been in place here for de-
cades.

Survey results released 
last week by the Angus 
Reid Institute, for instance, 
finds public opinion in this 
country is onside with its 
government’s approach 
and response on domestic 
refugee policy, but is show-
ing signs Ottawa may be 
testing the limits of how 
many migrants Canadians 
are willing to accept.

With the Syrian refugee 
crisis, for example, close to 
half of Canadians (47 per 
cent) say the government is 
taking in the right number 
of refugees (Syrian and 
other nationalities) in 2017. 
A large group (41 per cent), 

however, say that the total 
is too high.

About a quarter of Ca-
nadians feel the country 
should align its stance 
on Syrian refugees with 
the U.S., which is seeking 
to put a freeze on access, 
along with stricter controls 
on travel from several Mus-
lim-majority countries.

U.S. policies have 
prompted some show-
boating here, such as the 
meaningless sanctuary city 
designations, and a holier-
than-thou attitude that 
may be at odds with public 
sentiment, as Canadians 
may be reaching the tip-
ping point in terms of im-
migration.

It’s a debate that tends to 
be polarizing, with those 
opposed to rising immi-
gration numbers often 
labelled as xenophobic and 
racist. That’s especially 
true in the U.S. While that’s 
certainly true of some 
people, it doesn’t really 
account for the majority of 
those moving in that direc-
tion. 

In reality, much of the 
trepidation has to do with 
too much change too 
quickly, coupled with a 
faltering standard of living 

and a feeling of control be-
ing lost. It’s part of a bigger 
picture that ties together 
Trump, the rise of the right 
in Europe, the Brexit and a 
backlash against globaliza-
tion.

There are psychological 
factors at play that go well 
beyond simply chalking 
this up to racist red-state 
Trump supporters, argues 
Jonathan Haidt, a social 
psychologist and professor 
in the Business and Society 
Program at New York Uni-
versity, in a recent opinion 
piece.

In tackling the rise of 
Trump and other au-
thoritarian movements, he 
notes there are factors that 
lead to acceptance of such 
shifts, even among people 
who would otherwise not 
be inclined to do so. Spe-
cifically, when external 
threats are seen to our way 
of life and our sense of 
identity, we can put aside 
liberal traits and even de-
mocracy itself in order to 
combat such threats.

“It’s as though some 
people have a button on 
their foreheads, and when 
the button is pushed, they 
suddenly become intensely 
focused on defending 

their in-group, kicking 
out foreigners and non-
conformists, and stamp-
ing out dissent within the 
group,” Haidt writes. “At 
those times they are more 
attracted to strongmen and 
the use of force. At other 
times, when they perceive 
no such threat, they are 
not unusually intolerant. 
So the key is to understand 
what pushes that button.”

Specifically on immigra-
tion policies, if the num-
bers are low and the assim-
ilation rates high, very few 
people take exception to 
them. But when there are 
large differences between 
the host culture and the 
new arrivals, the defence 
mechanism can kick in.

“Legal immigration from 
morally different cultures 
is not problematic even 
with low levels of assimi-
lation if the numbers are 
kept low; small ethnic en-
claves are not a normative 
threat to any sizable body 
politic. Moderate levels of 
immigration by morally 
different ethnic groups 
are fine, too, as long as the 
immigrants are seen as 
successfully assimilating to 
the host culture,” he posits. 
“When immigrants seem 

eager to embrace the lan-
guage, values, and customs 
of their new land, it affirms 
nationalists’ sense of pride 
that their nation is good, 
valuable, and attractive to 
foreigners. But whenever 
a country has historically 
high levels of immigra-
tion, from countries with 
very different moralities, 
and without a strong and 
successful assimilation-
ist program, it is virtually 
certain that there will be an 
authoritarian counter-re-
action, and you can expect 
many status quo conserva-
tives to support it.”

That’s essentially what 
we’re seeing in the U.S. And 
in Europe. And Canada is 
likely to follow that trend, 
though as always we’re 
years behind the curve.

Last week’s Angus Reid 
survey shows assimilation/
integration are concerns 
for Canadians, especially 
with the Syrian refugee 
crisis. Since it first started 
unfolding in late 2015, 
some 350 Canadian com-
munities have accepted 
refugees, about 40 per cent 
of them in Ontario.

“And, while there are 
countless anecdotal ex-
amples of the ways com-

munities have been gra-
cious and helpful to these 
newcomers, concerns still 
linger among a significant 
portion of the public re-
garding acceptance. Close 
to four-in-ten Canadians 
(38 per cent) say that many 
people in their community 
would not be welcoming to 
a refugee family,” reads the 
survey.

“Chief among the con-
cerns of many Canadians 
is the assimilation of 
refugees coming from 
vastly different cultural 
backgrounds. Roughly 
half of respondents (54 
per cent) voice doubt over 
whether refugee families 
make what they consider 
‘enough effort’ to fit into 
Canada’s society.”

The anti-Muslim back-
lash in the States is not sur-
prising, with 9/11 ingrained 
in the national psyche. 
Public sentiment is not 
tempered by the fact the 
U.S. is to blame for much 
of the unrest and violence 
in the region (it’s a thought 
that never crosses many 
minds). But public opposi-
tion is symptomatic of an 
increasing anger and fear 

What are you going to do for Lent this year?

“I want to be a better person and just be 
nicer.”

 » Nate Veens

“I am going to be nicer to my parents and help 
more around the house.”

 » Cody Kroetsch

“I am going to try and get along better with 
my sisters.”

 » Georgia Cronin

“I want to volunteer more, maybe it is picking 
up garbage or something like that.”

 » Taylor Girling

“I am going to give up chocolate, but I also 
want to help more in the community.”

 » Jadyn Brooks

“If life is as common as dirt, and intelligent life only maybe a thousand times less common, then where is everybody?” Gwynne Dyer | 6

KANNON | 8
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NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Chances are we’re not 
alone in the cold, cruel universe
FROM | 6

 » Canadian Federation of Students
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And now for the next 
perplexing question: If life 
is as common as dirt, and 
intelligent life only maybe 
a thousand times less 
common, then where is 
everybody? Is intelligence 
so counter-productive that 
an intelligent species au-
tomatically self-destructs 
within a few dozen genera-
tions of developing a scien-
tific civilization? Or is there 
something so terrible out 
there that everybody who 
survived is observing radio 
silence?

Questions for another 
day. But Trappist-1 is so 

close that in a few hundred 
years we could probably 
get there in a generation 
ship. Meanwhile, a private 
consortium led by the 
BoldlyGo Institute and 
Mission Centaur is working 
on an orbital telescope that 
will look for planets around 
our closest stellar neigh-
bour, Alpha Centauri, only 
4.4 light-years (40 trillion 
kilometres) away.

It’s called Project Blue, 
after astronomer Carl Sa-
gan’s famous picture of our 
own “pale blue dot.” But 
there are a gazillion other 
pale blue dots, and maybe 
Alpha Centauri has one 
too. Hallelujah!

The federal government will write-off $178.4 million in student 
loans, bringing the total amount of unrecoverable student loan 
write-offs since 2012 to $961.4 million. At the same time, high 
tuition fees across the country have resulted in students graduating 
with record levels of student debt. 

 » Ontario NDP leader Andrea Horwath points out that Kathleen Wynne is playing 
politics with the electrical system her government has severely eroded while driving up 
prices

“It’s painfully obvious that the Liberals are doing what they think is 
best for the Liberal party – not the people of Ontario. Last year, 
60,000 households had their heat and power shut down because 
they were struggling to keep up with sky-high hydro bills. Kathleen 
Wynne didn’t stop dangerous winter disconnections then.”

 » From the Mar. 6, 2004 edition of The Observer

Thieves made off with cash, carpentry tools and negotiable money 
orders after breaking into six Linwood locations overnight Mar. 1. On 
the hit list were Erb Electric, The Corner Store, the post office and St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, as well as both the new and old Linwood 
community centres – though police are unsure of the specific order.
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Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from March 6th – March 11th

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$2.99 REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb.

Regular or Garlic 
Pork Sausage

Fresh Fresh

REG. PRICE
$3.49 /lb.

$2.99

Peameal 
Bacon

Maple or Mediterranean 
Sausages

Smoked Ring 
Bologna

Store Made Sliced 

REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb.

$3.99

Store Made Smoked

Honey Ham
Deli Sliced

REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb.

$2.99

Store Made

REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb.

$2.99

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

Boneless Pork Loin Roast 
or Boneless Chops

of the “other” that have 
come to be the defining as-
pect of immigration debate 
these days.

Canada, where immigra-
tion rates are among the 
highest per capita in the 
world, is not immune, as 
polls increasingly show. An 
immediate drop in num-

KANNON: Canadians may be 
slightly behind a global trend
FROM | 7 bers should be the first step 

to quelling concerns, the 
rationale response to cur-
rent economic conditions. 
Perhaps even a freeze is in 
order, providing time for 
exiting immigrants to inte-
grate into our society, both 
economically and cultur-
ally, countering the lack of 
assimilation that is a grow-
ing concern.

www.observerxtra.com/write-a-letter

LETTERS 
WELCOME
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The Co-operators is the leading Canadian-owned multi-product insurance company.

Allen Morrison
Allen Morrison Insurance Inc.

25 Industrial Drive
Elmira, Ontario

allen_morrison@cooperators.ca
(519) 669-2632

www.cooperators.ca

From insurance plans made especially 
for farmers to Farm Succession Plans 
to keep your family on the farm, choose 
The Co-operators.

Discover the many reasons to choose 
The Co-operators as your farm insurer.

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel

63 Union St., Elmira | 519-669-1842

ELECTRIC MOTORS | GENERATORS | AUTOMATION CONTROL
ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE

150 Church St. W | Elmira | Phone: 519-669-5672

Providing Emergency and Preventative Health Care for 
your Horses, Pets and Farm Livestock

SEE NEXT PAGE | 10

Did you know?

0 72 1
FOR INFORMATION ON BUSINESSES THAT CAN HELP WITH YOUR FARMING NEEDS | PAGES 9-11

CANADIAN AGRICULTURAL SAFETY WEEK | MARCH 12-18, 2017

Agriculture is a big deal. Canada is the fi fth 
largest agricultural exporter in the world and 
Canadian farmers are world leaders in quality 
food production.

But did you know that an average of 84 Cana-
dians are killed each year in agriculture related 
incidents?

We need this to stop. Canada needs farmers 
to be safe and secure so they can continue to 
grow quality food for a growing world.

Did you know you can make a difference on 
your farm? Create a plan, one that makes 
safety the top priority on your farming opera-
tion. After all, world leaders deserve to have 
the safest and most productive farms possible.

Farming is one of 
the most dangerous 
industries in Canada. 
Pre-planning can prevent 
potential accidents and 
fatalities from happen-
ing. Safety is sometimes 
compromised in the 
farming industry because 
of repetition of tasks per-
formed each day. Safety 
should never be taken 
for granted. Even with 
familiar tasks, vigilance 
in spotting, assessing and 
rectifying all potential 
risk must come fi rst.

Mar. 12-18 is National 
Farm Safety Week. Canada 
Safety Council encour-
ages all Canadians in the 
farming industry to be safe 
and plan ahead. Planning 
ahead and having mea-
sures in place to ensure 
safety and prevent injury 
is vital to the success of 
your business.

According to the Canadian 
Agricultural Injury Report-
ing program, there are an 
average of 115 fatalities 
and at least 1,500 are 

hospitalized from farm 
related incidents each 
year in Canada. In 2006 
a total of 13,801 Canadian 
farms reported one or 
more medically treated 
or lost-time injuries, 
reports Statistics Canada. 
The most frequent cause 
of farm-related injuries 
includes the unsafe use 
of equipment or material-
handling practices. Make 
sure that you and all your 
employees are trained to 
use all equipment safely 

and properly. Go over safe 
farming practices a few 
times a year to keep it 
fresh in everyone’s mind.

Safety must be your top 
priority. The best measure 
you can take to ensure 
your farm is safe and 
remains cost-effective is to 
eliminate the risk before it 
happens. Predict problems 
and then take necessary 
actions to eliminate or 
minimize the problem. Use 

The most dangerous occupation
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TF: 1-800-265-8858   

Feeding Success

L: 519-669-5143   
www.wfs.ca

“Family Owned Since 1938”

7293 Line 86 Wallenstein Ph: 519-669-5176

R.R. #2, Drayton, Ontario | N0G 1P0

CLEAN FIELD SERVICES INC.
Nutrient Management Plans 

Seed-Fertilizer-Custom Spraying

519-638-3457 | F. 519-638-8966 | sales@cleanfield.biz

519-638-3008
1-800-263-9818

Drayton
Elora

Listowel
Clifford

519-669-3388 • 1-877-711-9677

R.R.#1 West Montrose | www.grandridge.ca

Local & Long Distance 
lat eds  •   Stepdecks

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

Mar-Dale 
Transport (1985) Ltd.

519-669-3392

Floradale, ON

Order Buying of Stockers

Livestock Trucking

35 Howard Ave., Elmira | 519.669.3232  
FARM | TRUCK | INDUSTRIAL | ON-THE FARM SERVICE

The Quality You Demand,
 the Service You Deserve

FROM | 09

100 Union St., Elmira • 519-669-1501 
www.reistindustries.com

REPAIRS • MACHINING
CUSTOM FABRICATIONS

MANUFACTURING

the SAFE module to help 
you plan for safety.

Spot Hazards

Both employers and 
employees need to regu-
larly check for hazards. 
Procedures should be put 
in place to have this done 
on a regular basis. By 
involving your workers in 
the process of identifying 
hazards and developing 
safety solutions, they will 
be more committed to 
making the solution work. 
Have your workers inspect 
and identify hazards in the 

workplace along with you.

Assess Risk

Risk concerns the ex-
pected value of results of 
a situation or event. The 
value of those results may 
be positive or negative. 
In the farming industry, 
the measure of risk can 
be rated as high, medium 
or low. Once the risk has 
been assessed, through 
your regular safety checks, 
employers can determine 
whether to take immedi-
ate action of a hazard or 
identify those that can be 
monitored and fi xed at a 
later time. Regular assess-

ment can help with bud-
geting time and resources 
for immediate or future 
repairs.

Find Safer Ways

Once the hazard has been 
spotted and the risk as-
sessed, you can now im-
plement ways or develop 
controls to reduce the risk. 
If you are able to control 
a hazard at its source, do 
so. This will ensure you 
eliminate the risk from the 
workplace and ensure your 
workers safety. Control-
ling a hazard at its source 
could require substitution 
of a material with non-
hazardous ones, isolation 
of hazards, addition of 
safety features to exist-
ing equipment, redesign 
of the work processes, or 
purchase of new equip-
ment. If the hazard cannot 
be removed or controlled, 
personal protective equip-
ment (PPE) should be used 
as the last line of defence. 
Often times, the safer way 
may be a combination of 
controls.

This March, the Cana-
dian Agricultural Safety 
Association, with the 
Canadian Federation of 
Agriculture is celebrating 
Canadian Agricultural 
Safety Week (CASW). 
This is the second year of 
the “Be an AgSafe Fam-
ily” theme. In 2017, CASW 
is “Appealing to Adults”.

What does that mean? 
Appealing to Adults? 
Well, statistics tell us that 
each year approximately 
85 Canadians are killed 
in an agriculture-related 
incident. These statistics, 
made available through 
the Canadian Agricultural 
Injury Reporting, give us a 
snapshot of what’s killing 
our farmers. Runovers, 
rollovers and being pinned 
or struck are the top way 
Canadians are dying on 
farms.

What does a death of a 
farmer mean? How does 
this impact the farm? The 
family? The community? 
The nation?

Be an AgSafe family farm
First of all, the death of a 
family member is horrifi c. 
The world stops. Grief, 
anger, and sadness all set 
in. Hearts are broken and 
relationships are ended in 
an instant. This is the real 
emotional impact of the 
loss. For your family, your 
death means losing a little 
of themselves. It means 
missing those big mo-
ments. Weddings, births 
and graduations. It also 
means missing those little 
moments. Morning coffee 
around the kitchen table, 
truck rides to check the 
crops, and laughter around 
a bonfi re. The emotional 
impact of a death due to a 
farm-related incident has 
real consequences for the 
people left behind.

Second, to your farm, 
your death could mean 
the end of your operation. 
Dollar-wise, the estimated 
economic impact to the 
farm is around $275,000. 
Can your farm absorb that 
kind of economic impact? 

Do you have almost $300k 
in the bank, in cash, to 
cover the cost of your 
death? Then what? Do 
you have a plan in place 
in case the unthinkable 
happens? Who takes your 
crop off? Who fi xes your 
machines? Who plans the 
future of your farm? The 
cost of a death due to an 
agriculture-related inci-
dent doesn’t stop there at 
the gates of the farm.

Canada also suffers when 
a farmer is lost due to an 
agriculture-related injury. 
Agriculture is a major 
driver in the Canadian 
economy. According to 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada, in 2013 the Cana-
dian agriculture and agri-
food system generated 
$106.9 billion. Thriving, 
safe and healthy Canadian 
farms are a vital part of 
these exports.

Start by developing a gen-
eral policy for safety and 
health on your farm. Make 
the committment today.

“Family Owned Since 1938”

7293 Line 86 Wallenstein Ph: 519-669-5176
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18 Arthur St. N. | 519-669-2561  

 
Day-old chicks • Started pullets
Broilers • Ready-to-lay 
Ducks • Turkeys 

FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED
Finest in feeds and service since 1962

FLORADALE FEED MILL LIMITED
Finest in feeds and service since 1962

Bus 519.669.5478
Toll Free 1.800.265.6126

www.ffmltd.com

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

Licensed Grain Elevator
Crop Inputs and Services
Pioneer Brand Products

R.R.#1 Waterloo    519-744-4941

Keep children safe on the farm
Farming is a very reward-
ing, important and invalu-
able industry in Canada. 
But for all of its benefi ts, 
it is also one of the most 
dangerous industries, 
and the reality of the 
profession is that children 
are often around the 
workplace. This means 
exposure to hazards in-
cluding toxic chemicals, 
unpredictable livestock 
and potentially dangerous 
machinery. This exposure 
makes it absolutely 
crucial that children be 
taught about the potential 
dangers around them 
and how to avoid putting 
themselves at risk. 

March 12 – 18 is National 
Farm Safety Week and this 
year, the Canada Safety 
Council is reminding Ca-
nadian families to take 
precautions while on the 
farm, ensuring the safety of 
children by understanding 
the concerns and paying 
attention to detail. 

area reserved for playing 
in the yard. A fenced-in 
area with self-locking gate 
closures will ensure that 
the child’s exposure to 
runover-related danger is 
greatly reduced.

It’s important to remember 
that what may seem to be 
an obvious safety measure 
isn’t always so obvious, 
especially with younger 
children. Teach them 
which areas are off-limits 
or dangerous. As they get 
older and start helping 
out around the farm, take 
the time to teach them the 
proper way of doing things, 
explaining and enforcing 
safety as the primary goal.  
Keep in mind their limited 
experience and strength 
when assigning tasks, giv-
ing them age- and size-ap-
propriate responsibilities.

That being said, it’s not 
enough to tell children 
how to do things safely. 
Especially when it comes 
to work-related tasks, 

Head Office - Conestogo Tel: 519-664-2237 

Mount Forest Tel: 519-323-1880 

-A complete line of 
quality feeds for Dairy, 

Beef, Swine, Poultry and 
Horses.

-Animal health products
-Custom nutritional 

programs

Tavistock Tel: 519-655-3777

Toll Free: 1-800-265-2203

-Grain Banking
-Organic Feed

265 Katherine St. S.
1km south of Winterbourne

www.cribit.com • 519-664-3701

 

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Road, St. Jacobs, Ontario
T 519.664.2263 | F 519.664.3369
www.stjacobsprintery.com

children are driven to fol-
low examples set by their 
parents and other adults. 
Farmers and workers have 
to make sure that they’re 
following safety protocols 
and being careful, or the 
message will ring hollow 
to children and they will 
not see it as important.

Take the following precau-
tions to ensure that your 
farm is safe for children:

• Inspect your farm with 
your children for any areas 
that contain hazards. Make 
sure to not only identify 

Think Safe

Stay Safe

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
F EN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

According to a study by 
Canadian Agricultural In-
jury Reporting (CAIR), 272 
Canadians under the age 
of 14 died between 1992 
and 2012 in agricultural-
related fatalities, with 
approximately 45 per cent 
of those being four years 
of age or younger.

The most common 
causes of death among 
children are machine 
runovers (41.9 per cent,) 
followed by drownings 
(15.2 per cent,) machine 
rollovers (11.1 per cent,) 
animal-related injuries 
(6.5 per cent) and being 
crushed by or under an 
object (5.1 per cent.) 

Often, bystander runovers 
occur when children 
are playing on the farm 
or near a worksite. The 
farm vehicle is usually in 
reverse, and the adult is 
not expecting the child 
to be there. This fact 
alone makes it crucially 
important to set aside an 

the hazards, but also to 
explain why they’re dan-
gerous to the children and, 
if possible, take steps to 
mitigate the danger.

• Before setting children to 
work on age-appropriate 
tasks, check local laws 
to ensure that they are of 
legal age to operate farm 
machinery.

• Train older children be-
fore setting them to work 
on anything. Ensure they 
understand the proper 
operation of machinery 
they’re being asked to use, 

and that they know what 
to do at all times.

• Never allow extra riders 
on any equipment. Extra 
rider runovers are a very 
common cause of injury.

• Drownings on the farm 
occur, especially among 
children six years old or 
less. Fence farm ponds, 
manure pits, and any other 
source of water that could 
pose a drowning risk.

• Designate a specifi c 
fenced-off area that is sole-
ly for playing. Ensure that 
it is kept far from animals, 
as even calm and normally 
docile animals can become 
dangerous if they feel that 
either they or their off-
spring are threatened.

• Keep all farm chemicals 
out of the reach of children 
and locked away in a cabi-
net, room or building.

• Keep grain bins off-
limits for children — it 
takes only a few seconds 
for a person to become 
helplessly trapped under 
fl owing grain, where they 
could suffocate.
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SPORTS
TRACK / UNIVERSITY

Mechler sets records in 
winning NCAA heptathlon
EDSS Nathaniel Mechler graduate 
fi nding his stride at University of 
Houston NCAA Division 1 track team

LIZ BEVAN

GALEA | 13

OPEN
COUNTRY

Creek 
fishing ain’t 
easy ... or 
for the 
squeamish

THE OTHER DAY A friend 
called me up and started 
telling me about Master 
Wei Yaobin, the founder 
and undisputed master of 
Iron Crotch Kung Fu.

A quick look online re-
vealed videos of Master 
Wei being continually 
kicked in the crotch by 
students. Later in the clip, 
he spends a good deal of 
time beating himself in 
the nether regions with 
bricks, and in the third 
part you see a huge log on 
a pendulum as it is swung 
right into what must now 
be mulch.

There might be a fourth 
part, but I couldn’t watch.

After I finished viewing 
these life lessons my friend 
asked, “Well, what do you 
think?”

Two things immediately 
came to mind. First, my 
job no longer seems as 
bad as it once did. And, 
second, he must be a creek 
fisherman.

Look, this kind of thing 
is old hat to anyone who 
has ever spent any time 
sneaking around creeks 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

ELMIRA NATIVE AND 
EDSS graduate Nathaniel 
Mechler is making his 
mark on the world of track 
and field. 

In 2015, he accepted an 
athletic scholarship to 
the University of Houston 
where he says he found a 
perfect balance between 
athletics and academics. 
Now, he is a part of the 
winning track and field 
Cougars. 

At the NCAA Division 
1 Indoor Track and Field 
conference champion-
ships in Birmingham, 
Alabama, Mechler was 
not only a part of the UH 
men’s champion team, he 
also took first place in the 
heptathlon event in his 
debut as a Cougar. As if 
that weren’t enough, he set 
a conference record in the 
1,000-metre run.

For Mechler, the experi-
ence was unique. He didn’t 
have high expectations for 
himself at his first indoor 
competition, but he man-
aged to win it all in the 
heptathlon. 

“My goals for the indoor 
competition weren’t too 
high. Going in, I just want-
ed to do the best I could 
at the time. The first four 
events on the first day, they 
went pretty well. They were 
all consistent,” he said 

Down 3-1 to Paris Mounties in second-round series, Wellesley’s fate in the balance Wednesday night

JACKS | 14

Jacks on precipice after three one-goal losses

WHITNEY NEILSON

AFTER TAKING A 1-0 lead 
in the second round of 
playoffs, the Wellesley 
Applejacks now find them-
selves with their backs 
against the wall, down 3-1 
to the Paris Mounties.

The two teams met for 
Game 5 on Wednesday 
night in Paris, where the 
Mounties could take the 

series with a win and end 
Wellesley’s season. The 
score was not available 
before press time.

Reflecting on the team’s 
weekend play, head coach 
Brad Gerber said the Jacks 
put everything they had 
on the line for the first two 
games.

“I thought Friday 
night we played a good, 
solid game. We were quite 

pleased with the way we 
played. The shots indi-
cated that we carried the 
play most of the night and 
it was just one of those 
nights where we couldn’t 
finish, score goals to win 
the hockey game. You 
can’t ask for much more 
from the guys, they gave a 
really good effort.”

Paris’ Connor Merritt, 
assisted by Brady Whee-

lans, put his team on the 
board in the first period. 
The Jacks couldn’t find the 
back of the net after an-
other 20 minutes of play, 
but Paris pulled ahead 2-0 
with an unassisted goal 
from Griffin Heitshu.

In the final frame, Bren-
den Goran, helped by Nick 
Mercier and Lucas Spence, 
earned the Jacks’ lone 
goal of the night, to finish 

on the wrong side of a 2-1 
decision.

In Paris the next night, 
the Jacks lost a 3-2 heart-
breaker that went into 
triple overtime.

“You could see the guys 
getting tired, but not once 
did they ever quit. I give 
the guys a lot of credit, 
that is a lot of hockey and 
intense hockey because of 
the situation.”

Benjamin Cripps (Jacob 
Norcott) started the scor-
ing for Paris in the first.

Wellesley’s Alex Uttley 
(Spencer Brick) brought 
the score to 1-1 in the sec-
ond, but a shorthanded 
unassisted goal from Brett 
Wilson put Paris back in 
the lead. 

Not to be outdone, Brick 

from Houston. “On day-
two, I had the hurdles, the 
pole vault and the 1,000m. 
The hurdles were okay, the 
pole vault was okay, but 
going into the final event, I 
was down by just over 100 
points. I had to beat the 
other guy by about eight 
seconds, and I did it. That 
was very exciting.”

He has competed plenty 
of times before, but this 
time around, Mechler says 
it was a bit of a change in 
atmosphere, especially 
being on a big team of like-
minded athletes. The UH 
team won the whole con-
ference, making it the third 
win in three years. 

“It was very cool to be on 
that team. Everybody had 
the same goal. In Elmira, 
there are some great indi-
vidual athletes, but being 
in a system now where 
there are so many great 
athletes, it is so fun to be 
in that atmosphere that I 
didn’t really experience be-
fore,” he shared. “It is very 
exciting. This was the third 
year in the row, so now we 
are on a streak, so that is 
pretty cool.”

It has been a year of 
changes for the decathlete, 
moving to a new country, 
starting with a new training 
regime and getting used to 
a new climate. However, he 
is taking it all in stride.

“There is a bit of transi-

Elmira’s Nathaniel Mechler, now part of the University of Houston’s track team, took the gold in the heptathlon in an NCAA Division 1 
competition in Alabama. [SUBMITTED]

tion. It is different being 
so far away from home, 
but I have enjoyed it a lot. 
Training is very different 
here. I have never really 
lifted weights before and 
that is something I am 

doing now,” he said. “The 
weather is also a lot differ-
ent. We are outside pretty 
much all year round. So I 
really enjoy it.”

Up next for the EDSS 
graduate is even more com-

petition. He starts training 
next week for the annual 
Texas Relays in Austin, 
Texas. The competition 
starts on Mar. 30, and acts 
as a qualifier for future 
events. 

winning NCAA heptathlon
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while hunting for trout. 
It happens routinely to 

the angler who follows his 
buddy while bushwhack-
ing to a secret pool on 
the creek. The first an-
gler walks into a sapling 
blocking his path, and 
instead of going around 
it, he basically ends up 
pushing it forward until 
it is fully cocked. Then 
when he finally gets to 
the end of it and lets it go, 

it swings back with great 
force to greet the other 
angler, typically below 
the belt. The release 
is usually followed by 
“Watch out!” but that is 
often not heard over the 
whimpering.

Another fairly common 
mishap is what I call the 
see-saw stick. This hap-
pens when one angler 
steps on the high end of a 
brittle, downed stick that 
is balanced over a mossy 
downed tree. It suddenly 

becomes a case of for every 
action there is an equal and 
opposite reaction. One end 
of the stick goes down; the 
other goes up – generally 
between the legs of the fol-
lowing angler. 

This is followed by the 
first angler saying, “Did 
you hear that weird howl? 
Must be a sick coyote…”

Not all incidents require 
the help of another angler, 
however. Sometimes a slick 
log that spans a creek is all 
that’s needed. This typical-

ly occurs when the angler 
in question decides that, 
rather than walk another 
ten feet to the shallow spot 
where he can easily wade 
across the creek, he will use 
a slick log over a deep pool 
as a bridge.

“What could go wrong?” 
he says to himself.

I won’t go into further 
detail other than to say that 
any nearby deer quickly 
vacate the area and after 
the short-lived and painful 
straddle is a brief period of 

getting a firsthand look at 
all the aquatic inhabitants 
of the pool below.

Finally, a little-known 
but equally effective oc-
cupational hazard is to 
lean your fishing rod over 
the side of the canoe while 
leaving the butt end be-
tween your knees. If you 
are lucky, when the biggest 
fish in the creek pulls hard 
and straight down on your 
lure, bait or fly, the butt 
end of the rod will miss 
your crotch and hit you 

square in the chin, make 
you bite your tongue, chip 
a few teeth and flip the 
canoe.

No one is ever that lucky 
though. 

The point here is this 
stuff is second nature to 
the experienced creek an-
gler and I told that to my 
friend.

“You guys must be really 
stupid,” he replied.

I’m going to show him 
my secret spot on the creek 
this spring.

GALEA: Sometimes heading out to your favourite creek can hit you right where you live
FROM | 12

THE SCORE

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: MAJOR A
Feb. 21 vs Halton Hills
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Tristan Hill
Assists: Carter Weir, Lucas 
Benham
Shutouts: Carson Waechter

Novice: MAJOR A
Feb. 25 vs Ancaster
Home: 9  Visitor: 2
Goals: Mitchell Krasovec 
(3), Spencer Hume (2), 
Tristan Hill, MacIvor Zettel, 
Adam Lavigne (2)
Assists: Spencer Hume (3), 
Adam Lavigne (2), Sutton 
Meier, Carter Weir, Alex 
Veitch, Mitchell Krasovec

Novice: MAJOR A
Feb. 26 vs Halton Hills
Home: 7  Visitor: 2
Goals: Adam Lavigne, 
Mitchell Krasovec (2), 
Spencer Hume (2), Adam 
Bloch, Tristan Hill
Assists: Mitchell Krasovec 
(2), Adam Lavigne (4), 
MacIvor Zettel, Wade 
McKenzie (3)

Novice: LL #2
Feb. 25 vs Ayr #2
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Luke Forbes
Assists: Emmet Schell

Atom: LL #1
Feb. 22 vs St. George
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Carter Lipp, Jack 
Hacock, Hunter Lance, Evan 
McDowell
Assists: Carter Lipp, Adam 
Short, Gavin Sager, Beckett 
Wadel

Atom: LL #1
Feb. 25 vs Hespeler
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Tanner Armstrong 
(3)
Assists: Evan McDowell, 
Adam Short

Atom: LL #1
Feb. 26 vs St. George
Home: 4  Visitor: 4
Goals: Tanner Armstrong 
(2), Beckett Wadel, 
Matthew Ramage
Assists: Carter Lipp, Gavin 
Sager, Clyde Chico, Jack 
Hacock

Atom: LL #2
Feb. 25 vs Plattsville
Home: 4  Visitor: 5
Goals: Alex Hiller (2), 
Carter Harrow (2)

Assists: Ben Lowther (2), 
Connor Airdrie, Andrew 
Zettler

Atom: LL #2
Feb. 26 vs Ayr #3
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Carter Harrow, Alex 
Hiller
Assists: Sam Brown, Owen 
Tettman

Atom: LL #3
Feb. 18 vs Woolwich #2
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Lucas Hubbard (2), 
Declan Johnson
Assists: Connor Haley (2), 
Zach Snider, Evan Yorke, 
Caelan Haley
Shutouts: Connor Huber

Atom: LL #3
Feb. 26 vs Hespeler #2
Home: 6  Visitor: 2
Goals: Lucas Hubbard (2), 
Ben Hibbard, Lucas Moore 
(2), Evan Yorke
Assists: Ben Hibbard (3), 
Evan Yorke (3), Zach Snider, 
Lucas Hubbard (2), Brody 
Schaefer, Lucas Moore

Atom: MINOR A
Feb. 24 vs Ancaster
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Keaten Kidd, Josh 
Carson (2)
Assists: Evan Woods, 
Hayden Weber, Jakob Noot, 
Connor Goebel

Atom: MINOR AE
Feb. 27 vs Caledon
Home: 1  Visitor: 4
Goals: Tyler Gingrich
Assists: Wesley Aitken, 
Graydon Martin

Atom: MAJOR A
Feb. 24 vs Ancaster
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Pacey Camm, 
Stewart Sinclair
Assists: Stewart Sinclair
Shutouts: Tyler Fisher

Atom: MAJOR A
Feb. 26 vs Orangeville
Home: 5  Visitor: 3
Goals: Pacey Camm (3), 
Liam Wood, Nathan Martin
Assists: Liam Wood, 
Mitchell Walker, Pacey 
Camm, Evan Passmore, 
Elijah Weiss, Eric Kane, 
Michael Gear

Atom: MAJOR AE
Jan. 29 vs Caledon
Home: 5  Visitor: 6
Goals: Josh Uhrig, Preston 
Hackert (2), Hunter Brown, 
Seth Shantz

Assists: Cale Waechter (2), 
Seth Shantz, Josh Uhrig

Atom: MAJOR AE
Feb. 4 vs Milton
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Tyson Roth (2), 
Owen Weber
Assists: Carter Snider, Seth 
Shantz

Atom: MAJOR AE
Feb. 18 vs Halton Hills
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Owen Weber, Tyson 
Roth (2)
Assists: Owen Weber, 
Keegan Martin

PeeWee: LL #2
Feb. 24 vs Beverly
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Josh Moore, Turner 
Duldhardt (3)
Assists: Ethan Murr (2), 
Daniel Grant

PeeWee: LL #2
Feb. 26 vs Embro
Home: 3  Visitor: 5
Goals: Josh Moore, Owen 
Hackert, Turner Duldhardt
Assists: Owen Hackert, Josh 
Moore, Liam Hunter

Bantam: MINOR A
Feb. 25 vs Oakville
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Michael Hayes, 
Cameron Leonard, Tyler 
Martin, Nate Snyder
Assists: Cole Slade, Tyler 
Moore, Kyler Austin (2), 
Carter Servais, Kyle Mulder, 
Owen Lee
Shutouts: Brett Strohoff

Bantam: MINOR AE
Feb. 27 vs Ancaster
Home: 5  Visitor: 8
Goals: Ben Fretz, Gavin 
Wilson, Alex Hutton, 
Michael Wang, Mac 
Benham
Assists: Alex Hutton, Kolin 
Weigel, Andrew Weber, 
Mitch Brubacher, Logan 
Frey

Midget: LL #2
Feb. 24 vs Hespeler #2
Home: 10  Visitor: 3
Goals: Ben Weigel (3), Alex 
Metzger (3), Ryan Parrott 
(2), Sullivan Keen, Blake 
Richardson
Assists: Alex Metzger (3), 
Ben Weigel (2), Turner 
Willoughby (2), Blake 
Richardson (2), Alex 
Devore, Mack Willms, Matt 
Dunn, Jon Martin

TOURNAMENT

Tyke: SELECT
Boston Pizza Cup 
St. Thomas Feb. 24-26
Game 1 vs Milton
Home: 11  Visitor: 0
Goals: Zack Forwell (4), 
Matt Kotchut, Liam Straus, 
Colton Brito, Nolan Martin, 
Lucas Frey (2), Evan Hall
Assists: Evan Hall (2), 
Reese Martin (2), Zack 
Forwell (3), Lucas Frey (2)
Shutouts: Ben Hacock, 
Cohen Hamburger
Feb. 24 vs Newmarket
Home: 10  Visitor: 0
Goals: Nolan Martin (3), 
Zack Forwell (4), Colton 
Brito (2), Reese Martin
Assists: Liam Straus, Nolan 
Martin, Reese Martin, Cruz 
Balog, Colton Brito
Shutouts: Ben Hacock, 
Cohen Hamburger
Feb. 25 vs Clarington Blue
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Zack Forwell (2), 
Nolan Martin, Lucas Frey
Assists: Lucas Frey, Colton 
Brito, Cruz Balog, Liam 
Straus, Reese Martin, Zack 
Forwell
Feb. 25 vs Aurora
Home: 5  Visitor: 4
Goals: Zack Forwell (4), 
Liam Straus
Assists: Lucas Frey (2), 
Evan Hall (2), Zack Forwell, 
Zach Wiseman
Feb. 26 vs Clarington White

Home: 5  Visitor: 2
Goal: Colton Brito, Zack 
Forwell, Lucas Frey (2), 
Nolan Martin
Assists: Nolan Martin, Zack 
Forwell (3)
Feb. 26 vs North Toronto
Home: 1  Visitor: 7
Goals: Zack Forwell
Assists: Cruz Balog

ELMIRA 
JR SUGAR 
KINGS

Midget: A
Feb. 11 vs Brampton
Home: 3  Visitor: 3
Goals: Cameron Brown, 
Tyson Bender (2)
Assists: Cole Altman, Brad 
Hale, Connor Martin, Noah 
Zeller

Midget: A
Feb. 12 vs Brampton
Home: 7  Visitor: 0
Goals: Cole Altman, Jordan 
Gamble, Connor Martin, 
Mitch Waters (2), Noah 

Zeller, Cameron Brown
Assists: Evan Gowing, Riley 
Runstedler, Brad Hale (2), 
Cameron Brown, Tyson 
Bender, Ryan Shantz, Aidan 
Ruston, Aaron Logan
Shutouts: Ethan Wilkie

Midget: A
Feb. 22 vs Dundas Blues
Home: 6  Visitor: 2
Goals: Cole Altman 
(2), Evan Gowing, Riley 
Runstedler, Earl Schwartz, 
Noah Zeller
Assists: Noah Zeller (2), 
Riley Runstedler (2), Aaron 
Logan (2),  Evan Gowing, 
Tyson Bender, Keegan 
Saunders

Midget: A
Feb. 25 vs Dundas Blues
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Aaron Logan, Noah 
Zeller (3)
Assists: Cole Altman, Riley 
Runstedler, Nick Ravelle, 
Aidan Ruston, Aaron Logan, 
Cameron Brown, Mitch 
Waters, Connor Martin

Midget: A
Feb. 26 vs Dundas Blues
Home: 5  Visitor: 2
Goals: Jordan Gamble, 
Noah Zeller, Riley 
Runstedler, Mitch Waters, 
Cole Atlman
Assists: Nick Ravelle (2), 
Connor Martin, Keegan 
Saunders, Tyson Bender, 
Jordan Gamble, Noah Zeller

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: B
Feb. 23 vs Kitchener
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Kylie Rayfield, Olivia 
Weiss, Lexie de Jeu
Assists: Sophia Metzger, 
Brooke Kroetsch

Novice: B
Feb. 25 vs Brantford
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Lexie de Jeu (3)
Assists: Emily Bauman, 
Sophia Metzger

Novice: LL #1
Feb. 19 vs Cambridge
Home: 5  Visitor: 7
Goals: Isla McCoubrey (3), 
Chloe Futher, Cayleigh 
McQuinn

Atom: LL
Feb. 25 vs Guelph
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Sofia Fitch, Rebecca 
Airdrie
Assists: Emily Martin, 
Kayleigh Futher

Atom: B
Feb. 21 vs Twin Centre
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Avery Grundy, Kara 
MacPherson
Assists: Sara Forwell, Claire 
Jacklin
Shutouts: Makenna 
Kroetsch

Atom: B
Feb. 25 vs Kitchener
Home: 5  Visitor: 0

Goals: Claire Jacklin (3), 
Avery Grundy, Sara Forwell
Assists: Cara MacPherson 
(2), Carrie Schwindt, Kayla 
Sargent
Shutouts: Makenna Kroetsch

Atom: B
Feb. 26 vs Twin Centre
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Claire Jacklin, Sara 
Forwell
Assists: Charlotte McMillan, 
Tiana Bender

PeeWee: BB 7100
Feb. 18 vs Waterloo
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Makenna 
McLaughlin
Assists: Braelyn 
MacPherson, Avery Leech

PeeWee: BB 7100
Feb. 19 vs Wilmot
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Paige Woods
Assists: Haylee Clemmer
Shutouts: Mackenzie 
Koenig

PeeWee: BB 7100
Feb. 24 vs Huron
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Haylee Clemmer (3), 
Carly Bauman, Makenna 
Mclaughlin
Assists: Payton Ravelle, 
Braelyn Macpherson, Chloe 
Hislop, Avery Leech
Shutouts: Krista Bentley

PeeWee: BB 7100
Feb. 26 vs Huron
Home: 3  Visitor: 2

Goals:  Chloe Hislop, Jane 
Hinsperger, Paige Woods
Assists: Jane Hinsperger, 
Jocelyn Pickard, Braelyn 
Macpherson, Makenna 
Mclaughlin, Avery Leech, 
Haylee Clemmer

PeeWee: LL #2
Feb. 26 vs Grand River
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Kyla Bloch, Haley 
Brubacher
Assists: Sophia Hanley, 
Alison Martin, Kyla Bloch, 
Haley Brubacher
Shutouts: Lauren Gerth

Bantam: BB
Feb. 22 vs Waterloo
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Sydney Dettweiler, 
Abby Burkholder, Avery 
Bender (2)
Assists: Alana Bauman, 
Evie Adam (2), Sydney 
Dettweiler, Ali Harnock

Bantam: BB
Feb. 17 vs Kitchener
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Alana Bauman
Assists: Shae-Lynn Martin, 
Abby Burkholder

Bantam: BB
Feb. 23 vs Kitchener
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Ella Campbell, 
Shae-Lynn Martin
Assists: Hannah Carr, Alana 
Bauman, Blythe Bender

Bantam: BB
Feb. 27 vs Kitchener
Home: 3  Visitor: 0

Goals: Blythe Bender (2), 
Maddy Goss
Assists: Shae-Lynn Martin, 
Landyn Meadows
Shutouts: Cailyn Wilkie

Bantam: B 7106
Feb. 24 vs Brantford
Home: 0  Visitor: 5

Bantam: B 7106
Feb. 26 vs Cambridge
Home: 0  Visitor: 1

TWIN CENTRE 
HERICANES

PeeWee: LL
Feb. 18 vs Kitchener Red
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Kayla Foy, Emma 
Sommer, Reese Looser
Assists: Emma Sommer, 
Emily Roth, Ciara Roth

PeeWee: LL 
Feb. 25 vs Central Perth 
Royals
Home: 6  Visitor: 0
Goals: Emma Sommer (3), 
Sonya Yusim (2), Kayla Foy
Assists: Kayla Foy, Reese 
Looser, Emlyn McMillan, 
Macoda Pitsch, Emily Roth
Shutouts: Kirsten 
Livingston

KARATE

White Heron Martial 
Arts - Feb. 17
Students earning Red Belt: 
Emily Bagg 
Students earning Yellow 
Belt: Jayson Strauss, Austin 
Karn, Lewis Arjune, Lucy 
Levac

TYKES FLASH SOME SILVER IN ST. THOMAS 

The Woolwich Tyke Selects took home silver medals from the Boston Pizza Cup Tournament held Feb. 24-26 in St. Thomas. [SUBMITTED]
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posted his own goal 2 min-
utes later, assisted by Sean 
McEwan and Cal Jefferies.

Neither team could 
make the third period 
work for them and they 
headed to overtime, where 
the first team to score 
wins. It took until 15:01 in 
the third period of over-
time to end the game when 
Wilson (Merritt) scored his 
second of the night.

Wellesley spent con-
siderably less time out on 
penalties compared to Par-
is – 18 minutes versus 51 – 
but their power play didn’t 
secure them any goals. 

“We talked about just 
playing the same way and 
we’ll get the results and I 
thought, again, we played 
a good, solid game. We had 
our chances to win that 
game many times and we 
didn’t. Obviously it went 
to three overtime periods. 
They’re working hard, 
they’re trying. I guess right 
now it’s just that we’re not 
finding a way to win, but 
they are, which is confus-

2017 Registration

DIVISIONS AGES RATES GAME NIGHT(S)*

T-Ball Division.................................(2013, 2012).................$65 ........................... Tuesday
Minor Rookie Division......................(2011, 2010).................$65 ........................... Monday
Major Rookie Division ......................(2009, 2008).................$90 .................. Monday/Wednesday
Junior Division................................(2007, 2006).................$90 .................. Monday/Wednesday
Senior Division........................... (2005, 2004, 2003) ............$90 .................... Tuesday/Thursday
Intermediate Division................. (2002, 2001, 2000) ............$75 .................... Tuesday/Thursday

Registration Deadline:
March 31, 2017

South Woolwich Minor Baseball Co-Ed House League

March 31, 2017March 31, 2017Season set to
begin week 
of May 15 

through July 15
*Weather Permitting

ONLINE Registration now available at:

www.woolwichbaseball.com

For more information please contact:   Terry Kraemer, League President: woolwichbaseball@gmail.com  or  Laurie Wittie, Vice President: laurie.wittie@gmail.com 

*Game nights are subject to diamond availability

www.koebelhcm.com519-206-0336
CALL CONESTOGOBOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

 FURNACE & AIR CONDITIONER PACKAGES
 DON’T PAY FOR 12 MONTHS
 OTHER FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE
 REBATES UP TO $140000

SSSPPPPSPSSPSSPS RING SRING SRING SRING SRING SRING SRING SRING SPRING SPPRING SP PPPPRING SPRING SRING SPRING SRING SPRING S ECIALSECIALSECIALSECIALSECIALSECIALSECIALSECIALSPECIALSPPECIALSPSPRING SPECIALS

ing and frustrating at the 
same time.”

Back in Wellesley on 
Sunday night, the Jacks 
managed to push it to 
overtime, but fell 5-4.

Paris took a 3-0 lead 
with goals from Wheelans 
(Cripps, Corey Restoole) 
and Wilson in the first, 
and another from Whee-
lans (Wilson, Mitchell Har-
vey) early in the second 
before Shaun Pickering 
(Jordan Hoekstra, Ut-
tley) put Wellesley on the 
board.

Brick added another 
goal for the Jacks, assisted 
by Jefferies two minutes 
later. Wheelans earned a 
hat trick assisted by Blake 
Culley on the power play 
to finish the first 40 min-
utes up 4-2.

Pickering and McEwan 
added to the Jacks’ tally 
late in the third, helped by 
Goran and Uttley, to take 
the game into overtime.

Wheelans added his 
fourth of the night, helped 
by Keegan Alvestad, to 
finish the game in Paris’ 
favour.

WOODLAND CHRISTIAN 
HIGH SCHOOL’S senior 
girls’ volleyball squad had 
to work for every point, 
but it was worth it to come 
away with a silver-medal 
finish at regional competi-
tion last week.

Woodland hosted the 
Central Western Ontario 
Secondary Schools Asso-
ciation (CWOSSA) A senior 
girls’ volleyball champion-
ship on Feb. 23. 

The team started off 
CWOSSA by defeating Kin-
cardine District Secondary 
School in two sets. They 
went on to beat Chesley 
District Community School 
in two sets as well, to ad-
vance to the finals, where 
Valley Heights Secondary 
School took the gold.

Teachers Harvey Goos-
sen and Sarah Wiebenga 
coached the team this year.

“Sarah Wiebenga and I 
are really proud of them. 
We played really hard 
the first two sets. Valley 
Heights beat us 3-0, but 
the first two sets were re-
ally close. I think we just 
ran out of gas in set three. 
I thought the girls played 
really well,” Goossen said.

The Woodland team fin-
ished fifth out of eight in the 
District 8 league. Many of the 
girls hadn’t played together 
before, so Goossen says they 
had a lot of raw talent, but 
there was still a steep learn-
ing curve with skill develop-
ment and getting used to 
playing with new people.

“We have a very tough 
league, Resurrection, St. 

David, St. Benedict and 
St. Mary’s are very strong. 
I would say that our girls, 
while we didn’t beat any 
of them in the regular sea-
son, we defeated all of the 
teams that were on par or 
maybe a little weaker than 
us. I would say we reached 
our objectives there. The 
girls came together and re-
ally worked hard this year,” 
Goossen said.

About half the team is 
graduating, while the other 
half will be eligible to play 
again next year. The team 
was led by setter Jasmine 
Deweerd.

“I thought she was just 
fantastic at CWOSSA. She’s 
not terribly vocal, but she’s 
our captain and she just 
played her heart out in that 
last game and I thought she 
kind of set the tone for our 
team,” Goossen said.

He says they focused on 
a more defensive game this 

year because they didn’t 
have many tall girls, and 
it seemed to work in their 
favour for CWOSSA.

The team also battled 
through injuries with one 
of the key middles and one 
of the key powers miss-
ing several weeks in the 
middle of the season. On 
top of that, four players 
were away on a service trip 
to the Dominican for two 
weeks, as well. So, given 
those dynamics, he says 
they came together nicely 
over the season.

“For me, one of the high-
lights was the last week 
of the season, Feb. 6-10 
where we had four games 
that week and we needed 
to win them. And we won 
all of them and made it to 
CWOSSA. And then we got 
to CWOSSA and then the  
girls did very well I think to 
get to the finals. I think they 
should be proud of a silver.”

JACKS: Hoping to live to fight another day
FROM | 12 “Our first period wasn’t 

very good. You can blame 
it on what you want, that 
we played six periods the 
night before, but Paris did 
as well. There’s no excuse 
for that. We came out flat 
and Paris came out and got 
two quick goals on us.”

Game 6 would be in 
Wellesley on Mar. 4 at 7:30 
p.m. If they win that too, 
Game 7 is in Paris on Mar. 
5 at 4:30 p.m.

Gerber says it’s frustrat-
ing to lose three games in 
a row, especially two in 
overtime, but the coaching 
staff will be sure to remind 
the boys those games were 
only lost by one goal, and 
they’re still in this series.

“It’d be nice to get back 
to Wellesley for Saturday 
night. The crowds have 
been really good and the 
community’s been really 
supporting us well here. 
It’s only the end of Febru-
ary, beginning of March 
here, it’d be nice to contin-
ue and keep playing some 
hockey because the boys 
do love to play in Welles-
ley, that’s for sure.”

Spencer Brick maneuvers his way over Paris’ goalie to get to the puck in the Applejacks’ 2-1 loss to the Mounties in Wellesley on Feb. 24. The 
Jacks were down 3-1 in the series heading into Wednesday night’s game in Paris. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Woodland girls take silver at regional 
senior volleyball competition

WHITNEY NEILSON

Woodland Christian High School’s senior girls’ volleyball team earned a silver at CWOSSA 
last week on their home court. Here, the team celebrates after defeating Chesley District 
Community School in two sets. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]



SPORTS | 15THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2017

Elmira leapfrogs Cambridge and Stratford to face seventh-place Guelph as playoff s get underway

THE SUGAR KINGS FIN-
ISHED the regular season 
on a high note over the 
weekend, overtaking both 
Cambridge and Stratford.

Elmira finished second 
in the Midwestern Confer-
ence, six points behind 
Listowel. They’re now 
up against seventh-place 
Guelph in the first round of 
playoffs that got underway 
Mar. 1 in Elmira.

In Cambridge on Sat-
urday, the Kings beat the 
Winter Hawks 4-1. 

Head coach Ty Canal 
explains they had to switch 
up their usual game plan to 
come out with the win.

“We had some injuries 
and suspensions, so we 
actually had Quinten Bruce 
and Ty Biles, believe it or 
not, play defense. It was 
good. The guys came to-
gether and we played a lot 
more defensive than what 
we usually play. It’s nice 
to see the guys all get on 
board with it and execute 
it and limit the scoring 
chances,” Canal said.

Cambridge struck first 
with a goal from Matt 
MacKay, assisted by Corson 
Searles and Riley MacRae. 
Exactly one minute later, 
Jake Brown put Elmira on 
the board, helped by Ethan 
Skinner.

In the second, Skinner 
earned his own goal, while 
shorthanded to give the 
Kings the lead. Brown and 
Biles picked up the assists.

Cambridge was awarded 
a penalty shot shortly after, 
which could have evened 
the playing field again, but 
Ryan Shaw was unable to 
put it past Jon Reinhart.

In a last-ditch effort to 
score, the Winter Hawks 
pulled their goalie to add 
an attacker as the minutes 
wound down. But it only 
helped to seal the deal for 
Elmira, as Skinner (Brown) 
added his second of the 
night, and Jeremey Good-
win (Klayton Hoelscher) 
potted the second empty 
netter goal.

Reinhart made 44 saves 
to Cambridge goalie Ryan 
Wagner’s 20.

Pair of wins sees Kings finish season in second place
WHITNEY NEILSON The Kings returned to 

home ice on Sunday after-
noon for their final regular 
season game, and they 
didn’t disappoint as they 
defeated the Stratford War-
riors 3-2.

Prior to the puck drop, 
Skinner was given the Barb 
Schaefer Memorial Award, 
as he was voted as the 
Sugar Kings fan favourite 
for the 2016-17 season. 

They came out strong 
in the first, pulling ahead 
quickly on a goal from An-
thony Azzano (Goodwin, 
Andrew McIntyre) less 
than 90 seconds into the 
game.

Stratford’s Jack Scanlan 
got things rolling for his 
team with a goal halfway 
through the second, assist-
ed by Hugh Anderson.

Elmira fell behind in the 
final frame as Scanlan put 
the puck in Elmira’s net 
again. Graham Brulotte 
and Mason Hardy were the 

helpers.
But Elmira’s fan favou-

rite wasn’t about to let his 
team finish the regular 
season with a loss. Skin-
ner scored shorthanded, 
helped by Brown and Matt 
Murray, and then again, 
unassisted, to take the 
game 4-1.

“Especially being home 
and the last regular season 
game, it’s nice to finish 
the year like that. Again, 
Bruce played defense for 
us because we were short. 
He did a great job all week-
end,” Canal said.

Canal said that was the 
type of game they needed 
to get the guys focused to 
hopefully play well in play-

offs. He’s happy with how 
the team’s been playing the 
past two weeks and that 
they haven’t given up a lot 
of goals lately.

“Our guys were able to 
sharpen up the defensive 
side of the puck and that’s 
something we’ve been 
stressing for awhile. Shots 
were still a little high, but 
if we can keep them to 
the outside, we have con-
fidence in our goalies for 
those. There were a lot of 
things over the course of 
the last four or five games 
that I think the guys can 
take going into the play-
offs, which is a good thing 
and something we were 
definitely striving for.”

On Monday night several 
Sugar Kings were recog-
nized with Greater Ontario 
Junior Hockey League (GO-
JHL) awards.

that they put into it. It was 
nice to see those guys get 
rewarded,” Canal said.

Former Sugar Kings Zac 
Coulter and Rob Kohli were 
also two of the winners 
of the Frank Santarossa 
Scholarship.

Game 2 of the best-of-
seven series is Saturday at 
7:30 p.m. in Guelph, fol-
lowed by a 2 p.m. game in 
Elmira on Sunday. They’ll 
return to Guelph for a 
7:30 p.m. game on Mar. 7. 
Games five, six, and seven 
are Mar. 8 at 7:30 p.m. in 
Elmira, Mar. 11 at 7:30 p.m. 
in Guelph, and Mar. 12 at 
7 p.m. in Elmira, if neces-
sary.

Ethan Skinner
2016/17 Stats

■ Midwestern Scoring Champion  
| 80 points (38 goals, 42 assists)
■ Midwestern Conference Co-
Offensive Player of the Month | 
October
■ GOJHL First Team All-Star
■  Sugar Kings fan favourite for 
the 2016-17 season

Franchise Records held by 
Jon Reinhart

■ Career Games | 107
■ Minutes Played | 6,256
■ Career (10) and tied Single Season 
Shutouts (5, 2014/15)
■ Career (78) and Single Season 
Wins | (30, 2016/17)
■ Career (2.40) and Single Season 
GAA (2.15, 2013/14)
■ Wins in a Single Season | 30
■ Midwestern Conference Goalten-
der of the Month | October

Jon Reinhart and Ethan 
Skinner were named First 
Team All-Stars, and Josh 
Slegers and Mitch Hoel-
scher were named Second 
Team All-Stars. 

Skinner also received the 
Standard Life Insurance 
Trophy for sportsmanship 
and ability and the Unique 
Embroidery Trophy for be-
ing the Midwestern scoring 
champion.

Reinhart received the 
CKCO-TV Trophy for being 
named the conference’s 
Most Valuable Player.

“It was good to see those 
guys get recognized and it 
goes to show the hard work 
and time and commitment 

With two wins to finish the regular season, the Sugar Kings started the first round of playoffs this week. Here, they beat the Stratford Warriors at home on Sunday for their final regular season 
matchup. Clockwise, Brock Philips skates the puck up the ice, Ethan Skinner waits for the face off and Tyler Mazzocato keeps his eye on the action. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

AGRICULTURE / STARTING OUT

Supporting young farmers

IN AN ECONOMY SUCH as 
ours in which agriculture 
is so influential, it’s worth-
while to keep track of how 
farmers fared last year, and 
the forecast for this year. 
Good news: both measures 
are looking good. They 
won’t surpass the record 
set in 2015, but still, it turns 
out 2016 and 2017 are likely 
to be two of the best years 
ever.

The 2017 Canadian Agri-
cultural Outlook, released 
recently by Agriculture 
and Agri-Food Canada, 
provides a forecast of farm 
income in the agricultural 
sector for the previous 
and current calendar 
years.

As well, it looks ahead 
to longer-term trends that 
could impact the agricul-
ture sector, taking into 
account top economic driv-
ers such as the Canadian 
dollar, energy prices, the 
global economy and inter-
est rates.

The outlook predicts 
net cash income in 2016 
will fall two per cent to 
$14.8 billion, followed by 
a seven per cent decline 
to $13.8 billion in 2017. 
However, the outlook 
document notes, those 

Looks like 
a great year 
ahead — 
and behind 
— for 
farming

ROBERTS | 17

Joint federal, Farm Credit Canada effort creates new loan program for ag. entrepreneurs under 40

WHITNEY NEILSON

Jean-Philippe Lajoie took advantage of the Young Farmer Loan for his maple syrup operation. He said flexibility and the loan’s interest rate 
were appealing, allowing he and his wife to focus more on their operation and spend less time worrying about finances.

AIMING TO HELP MORE 
young adults break into the 
agricultural sector, Farm 
Credit Canada has part-
nered with the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 
to create a new loan for 
young entrepreneurs.

The Young Entrepreneur 
Loan, launched earlier this 
month, is a spinoff from 
the success of the Young 
Farmer Loan, which was 
created in 2012.

FCC senior district direc-
tor George Klosler explains 
how the first loan came to 
be.

“Several years ago, FCC, 
being committed to the 
industry of agriculture, 
and working through the 
direction of our board of 
directors was thinking of 
ways to encourage younger 
people to stay and enter 
the industry. The idea of a 
loan package particularly 
suited to younger people 
with a break on costs was 
developed and it was called 
our Young Farmer Loan,” 
Klosler said.

In 2016, FCC approved 
more than $2.6 billion in 
financing to farmers and 
entrepreneurs under the 
age of 40. He says there 
was a growing recognition 
that with the success of this 
program in helping young 
farmers, there were also 
people who are younger 
and entrepreneurial who 
don’t want to be on a farm 
operation, but want to 
work in the industry as a 
supplier, marketer or as 
somebody adding value 
to the primary production 
stream. 

Thus, the Young Entre-

preneur Loan, was born, 
which has many of the 
same features as the Young 
Farmer Loan.

If approved for the loan, 
applicants can be receive up 
to $1 million to purchase or 
improve their agriculture-
related assets or to purchase 
shares in an agriculture-
related business.

“Each of the loans come 
with a preferred pricing for 
a young person. Usually 
younger operators or op-
erations have a higher risk 
profile, which can cause 
pretty significant inter-
est rates to be charged,” 
Klosler said.

The Young Entrepreneur 
Loan has a 25 per cent 
minimum down payment 
requirement, custom vari-
able and five-year fixed 
rates.

He says at FCC they 
spend a lot of time under-
standing the agriculture 
sector and its partners.

“When you have more 
knowledge and under-
standing you’re probably 
prepared to mitigate the 
risks around doing some-
thing in that industry bet-
ter than somebody that 
doesn’t understand it so 
well. I believe with the 
Young Farmer Loan and 
soon to be with the Young 
Entrepreneur Loan we’re 
prepared to take on ap-
plications and provide the 
preferred pricing because 
we really understand what 
these folks are doing and 
how they’re going to suc-
ceed. And that’s critical,” 
Klosler said.

In many instances, he 
claims there can be a bar-
rier when people or organi-
zations don’t understand 

the situation, and the costs 
of servicing that sector are 
greater when you don’t 
have the knowledge.

Because of the success 
and interest in the Young 
Farmer Loan, it only made 
sense to leverage it more 
and mimic the program 
to serve the industry on a 
wider basis.

“One of the things that’s 
evident, certainly in pri-
mary agriculture is the ag-

ing population of the farm 
producers. Today we have 
more producers than ever 
that are over the age of 65 
that continue to operate 
the farm and remain on the 
farm. Sometimes that may 
be because they don’t have, 
perhaps, somebody that’s 
willing to be a successor 
or the costs of that person 
coming forward to be a suc-
cessor in the operation are 
costly,” Klosler said.

“And so, this is just an 
overall strategy nation-
wide to incite younger peo-
ple to be attracted to the 
industry, therefore incent-
ing older producers to work 
with them and have just 
another tool in the toolbox 
in terms of passing on the 
farm assets to another 
younger generation.”

For more information, 
visit www.fcc.ca/youngen-
trepreneurloan.

Peter Hendershot
Broker

Experience Matters

KW Vision Realty, Brokerage 519-500-4696

GetPeter.ca
Real Estate Broker

In this market

If you or anybody you know are thinking of Buying, Selling 
or Investing in Real Estate I’d love to talk with you.
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are still expected to be 
the second and fourth 
best years on record, re-
spectively.

Thanks goes to the low 
Canadian dollar. It’s help-
ing stem a more significant 
decline by making com-
modities from our country 
more competitive against 
the U.S. dollar. Although 
many crop prices are de-
pressed, sales-wise, pro-
ducers are making up for it 
in volume.

But can this situation be 
maintained? At least one 
farm leader is looking at 
the situation carefully.

“The outlook points to 
the importance of the dol-
lar in insulating Canadian 
farmers from the declining 
commodity prices seen 
south of the border,” says 
Mark Huston, vice-chair 
of the Grain Farmers of 
Ontario.

“As productive as farm-
ers have been with relative-
ly good yields, in a time of 
declining commodity pric-
es there is a bit of a concern 
moving forward that pro-
ductivity gains need to be 
maintained in the midst of 
these challenges,” Huston 

says.
Indeed, the outlook 

calls for crop receipts to 
increase modestly, two 
per cent in 2016 and one 
per cent this year, to $32.9 
billion, due to strong sales 
and volume.  However, a 
drop will occur in the live-
stock sector, particularly 
as cattle and calf prices 
come down from 2015’s 
record highs.

It’s expected livestock 
receipts in Canada will fall 
by seven per cent in 2016 
(to $23.9 billion), and then 
a further four per cent this 
year.

To make up for some 
of the shortfall, program 
payments will rise signifi-
cantly.  They’re forecast to 
increase by 24 per cent in 
2016 to $2.6 billion, and by 
22 per cent in 2017.

For his part, Huston 
points to farming’s positive 
economic impact on the 
country.

Although there are 
moderate ups and downs, 
producers continue to 
help fuel the economy. 
They spend billions on 
operating expenses – 
around $45 billion – and 
generate a significant 
portion of the GNP. “We 

always have to prepare for 
the unknown,” he says, 
“but hopefully in 2017 
Canadian agriculture will 
continue having the suc-
cess that can lead it to be-
ing a star in the Canadian 
economy.”

And regionally, more 
good news arrived earlier 
this week when the Ontario 
apple industry released a 
study announcing growing, 
packing and processing 
apples generates annual 
economic activity of $634 
million and supports more 
than 5,100 jobs in the prov-
ince.

Ontario is Canada’s larg-
est apple-producing prov-
ince.

“This research shows 
for the first time just how 
significant our industry’s 
contribution to the pro-
vincial economy is,” says 
Charles Stevens, an apple 
farmer from Newcastle and 
chair of the Ontario Apple 
Growers.

Ontario apple farmers 
currently supply 45 per 
cent of the Ontario fresh 
apple market; the rest are 
imports, leaving the indus-
try with vast growth oppor-
tunities … some of which 
we may see in 2017.

ROBERTS: Loonie very helpful in boosting
exports, with volume making up for prices
FROM | 16

Promo Code:
NSP-WNTD-WOOB

LUC04

Referred by Physicians more than 50,000 times!

CALL NOW - Candidates are being selected.  
The selection process for this test period will end March 31st, 2017.

We’re looking for people like you, who may be experiencing difficulty 
hearing in noisy environments to evaluate a remarkable new digital 
hearing aid and a rehabilitative process that could be the solution to 
your difficulties. There’s no cost or obligation to participate!

Call us toll-free today to see if you qualify for this Field Test. Potential 
candidates will be given a FREE hearing test to determine their candidacy.

Selected participants will be given a FREE in-office demonstration and 
the opportunity to evaluate the latest, most advanced hearing aid 
technology for 30 days. This latest digital technology solves the biggest 
challenge for hearing aid wearers – hearing well in noisy environments. 

Nobody will notice it because of its minute size, fitting snugly and 
comfortably just behind the ear. Everything works automatically, so you 
can get back to enjoying your relationships, rather than thinking about 
your hearing. Following your 30 day Field Test, these hearing aids will be 
available for purchase, including everything you need for 3 full years.available for purchase, including everything you need for 3 full years.

Hearing tests are provided free of charge for adults ages 18 and 
older. Some conditions may apply. Please see clinic for details. 

• Belmore, Mill Bank, Milverton | Special Clinic Days Available | Call Jory at 1-888-241-1645

• Cambridge Hespeler | 1 Hespeler Road | Call Jennifer at 1-888-241-0569

• Cambridge St. Andrews | 190 St. Andrews Street | Call Rhonda at 1-888-241-0956

• Fergus | 100 McQueen Boulevard | Call Kinsi at  1-888-241-0960

• Guelph | 2-690 Woolwich Street | Call Erin at 1-888-241-0955

• Kitchener | 558 Belmont Avenue West | Call Navreet at 1-888-241-1638

• Listowel | 1195 Wallace Avenue North | Call Jory at 1-888-241-1645

• Stratford | 295 Huron Street | Call Barb at 1-888-241-1650

• Waterloo | 304-99 Northfield Drive East | Call Ralinda at 1-888-241-1127

Book your FREE appointment today!
See the list of clinics below or visit ListenUPcanada.com

30 PEOPLE WITH HEARING LOSS
Qualified Participants Needed for Technology Field Test

WANTED

TRUSTED 
PARTNER OF:

2016 Pre-Owned CLEAROUT!

Contact us for a FREE CARPROOF HISTORY REPORT. Trade-ins accepted.

2016 Golf 5-Door Trendline

$18,288
Stock #:V17025-205
39,668km
TRANSMISSION Automatic 
EXTERIOR Deep Black Pearl
INTERIOR Titan Black Cloth

DESCRIPTION: Economical and safe, Bluetooth, App Connect, 
Back-Up Camera

$18,788
Stock#: V17002-208
29,702km
TRANSMISSION Automatic
EXTERIOR Deep Black Pearl
INTERIOR Titan Black Cloth

DESCRIPTION: Includes App Connect, and Alloy Wheels. 
ALL NEW for 2016 the 1.4T Engine is INCREDIBLE! 

$24,488
Stock#: V17008-213
27,413km
TRANSMISSION Automatic
EXTERIOR Krypton Grey Metallic
INTERIOR Titan Black Pakata Cloth

DESCRIPTION: New Colour for 2016, 4Motion All Wheel Drive, 
App Connect

$16,388
Stock#:V17003-211
53,234km
TRANSMISSION Automatic
EXTERIOR Platinum Grey Metallic
INTERIOR Titan Black Cloth

DESCRIPTION: 60,000km Service Completed, Great Warranty 
Options, and an Economical 1.4T Engine.

2016 Jetta Comfortline

2016 Jetta Trendline Plus 2016 Tiguan Special Edition

Prices include all applicable dealer fees, options and basic license transfer fee. Just add HST.

$31,495
Stock #: PA3557
9,077km
TRANSMISSION Automatic
EXTERIOR Pure White 
INTERIOR Titan Black Leatherette

DESCRIPTION: Navigation, Driver Assistance, Park Assist, LED 
Headlights and Taillights. 

$28,895
Stock#: JA3657
7,583km
TRANSMISSION Automatic
EXTERIOR Platinum Grey Metallic
INTERIOR Titan Black Leather

DESCRIPTION: FULLY LOADED! Navigation, App Connect, 
Sunroof, and Rear View Camera

2017 Jetta Highline 2017 Passat Comfortline

2017 Demo SPECIALS

Price includes all applicable dealer fees, stackable bonus cash, cash purchase incentives, 4 custom VW floor mats, 
options and basic license transfer fee. Price is only valid March 1-31, 2017. Just add HST.
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Elmira Insurance Brokers Limited
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

LEE CLEMENS
Registered Insurance Broker

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

lee.elmirains@bellnet.ca8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

Explore Your Mennonite Roots
...on a group tour in Russia & Ukraine,

Poland, or Germany & Switzerland.

Helping Anabaptists explore their heritage since 1970.

www.tourmagina�on.com 519 885-2522

ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

Music 
that takes 
St. Patrick 
back to 
his roots
Traditional Celtic music of 
Ireland on tap as part of the 
Roots Weekend Mar. 17-18 at 
Kitchener’s Registry Theatre 

LIZ BEVAN

STEPPING AWAY FROM 
THE green beer and sham-
rocks, Nonie Thompson 
and The Celts are bringing 
St. Patrick’s Day back to its 
roots. 

On Mar. 17, Thompson, 
with Eugene Rae on guitar 
and pennywhistle, Anne 
Lederman on the fiddle, 
Tom Leighton on the ac-
cordion and Paul Gribbon 
on the uillean pipe, will 
explore the traditional 
Celtic music of Ireland as 
The Celts. Part of the Regis-
try Theatre’s 2017 Registry 
Roots Weekend, The Celts, 
along with Acadian folk 
musician Lennie Gallant, 
will be taking the audience 
back to the rolling green 
hills of the Emerald Isle. 

“We would have gigs 
and people were drinking 
green beer and wearing 

shamrocks, but that isn’t 
the true meaning of St. 
Patrick’s Day. With Rae 
being Irish, he said he was 
going to do some research 
and write the real St. Pat-
rick’s Day story,” she said 
of the Mar. 17 show. “We 
got a good band together 
and we just want to show 
people that the Irish people 
aren’t about drinking green 
beer and leprechauns. It 
is a beautiful, beautiful 
story. He has handpicked 
pictures that go along with 
the story. We have some big 
screens at the back of the 
stage and you are listening 
to the story, you are hearing 
the music and you are see-
ing the pictures. It is just 
wonderful.”

World-class dancer Dan-
iel Carr will join The Celts 
on stage, sharing some of 
the traditional dances Ire-
land is known for. 

“Daniel Carr was num-
ber-one in the world for 
highland dancing in 2012, 
and he is just a fantastic 
Celtic dancer as well,” said 
Thompson. “He is actually 
going to be putting his tap 
shoes on for the show to do 
a little bit of river dancing 
for the audience. He is just 
amazing. He really dazzles 
our audiences.”

She can’t wait to see it all 
come together.

“We love to put on a pro-
duction. There just isn’t 
enough really good shows 
that have all the elements, 
and this one does,” she 
said.

Lennie Gallant will also 
be taking the stage for the 
weekend festival, sharing 
his folk, Celtic and country 
music styles with his fans. 
He has earned himself 
awards and nominations at 
the JUNOs, the Canadian 

Folk Music Awards and the 
East Coast Music Awards. 
Hailing from North Rus-
tico, Prince Edward Island, 
Gallant has released 11 
albums, performed at the 
Winter Olympics and is a 
recipient of the Order of 
Canada.

The Registry Roots week-
end isn’t just about sitting 
back and enjoying some 
music and dancing, howev-
er. Lederman and Leighton 
will be hosting workshops 
for music lovers to attend 
and learn a thing or two. 

The first workshop will 
take the audience on a 
trip through the Canadian 
fiddling tradition with 
Lederman on Mar. 18. The 
fiddling workshop is de-
signed for intermediate 
fiddle players, but everyone 
is welcome to join in and 
have a listen. Later that 
afternoon, Leighton will be 

hosting a choir workshop, 
bringing together singers 
of every age group and abil-
ity, leading them in choral 
arrangements of Canadian 
folk songs. 

Thompson says having 
workshops at the Registry 
Roots Weekend just en-
riches the experience for 
music fans. 

“They just bring the en-
tertainer in with the audi-
ence. You couldn’t find two 
better entertainers to run 
workshops than Anne and 
Tom. They are just wonder-
ful. It allows the audience 
to go away with a bit of 
knowledge as well,” she 
said. “They can get some 
tips on certain things, but 
even if they just go away 
saying, ‘boy, that was fun.’ 
That is what the organiz-
ers were thinking of. It is 
just to give that little bit of 
festival workshop idea with 

Ireland is the theme of this year’s Registry Roots Weekend at the Registry Theatre in Kitchener. Lennie Gallant and Nonie Thompson and The Celts are taking the stage, while Tom Leighton and Anne 
Lederman are teaching workshops for choral music and fiddle.  [SUBMITTED]

the audience. We want to 
get them involved in a little 
bit.”

The 2017 Registry Roots 
Weekend runs from Mar 
17-18, and tickets are sold 
separately for each event. 
Thompson and The Celts 
will be at the Registry The-
atre on Mar. 17 at 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $25. Gallant’s 
performance is already sold 
out, and he will be perform-
ing on Mar. 18 at 8 p.m. at 
the Registry Theatre. 

The fiddling workshop 
with Lederman starts at 10 
a.m. on Mar. 18. Tickets are 
$20 in advance, or $25 at 
the door. There are only 30 
spaces left. 

The choir song workshop 
starts at 1 p.m. on Mar. 18. 

To purchase tickets for 
the workshops and The 
Celts performance, call 
519-578-6598 or visit www.
registrytheatre.com.
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CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 20 & 23

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

HELP WANTED AUCTIONSHELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

ELMIRA DONUTS & Deli is 
looking for a long term team 
member. This position is not 
physically hard but stimu-
lates. The cashier and kitchen 
work is repetitious but never 
in the same order therefore 
challenging. Call 519-669-
5353 and ask for Sarah.

FOR SALE

COUNTRYSIDE CYCLE BICYCLE 
Repair Special for the month 
of March. Mention this ad 
and receive 7.5% off bicycle 
repairs & tune ups. Basic tune 
up is $25.00 + tax. Hours of 
business: Tues 1-6 p.m.; Wed. 
Thurs. Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.; 
Sat. 8a.m. - 12. Any other 
time by appointment only. 
Appointments welcome. 
Customer satisfaction is our 
goal. 519-669-2091.

HEIDELBERG ESTATE SALE. 
March 4-5, 8 a.m. 4 p.m. All 
contents of house must be 
sold. Antiques, furniture, pic-
tures, glassware, tools, box 
trailer and more. 7 James 
Crt. 416-562-7966 or email: 
lynndouglas@sympatico.ca

HILLCREST HOME BAKING 
Spring Sale Feb. 28 Mar. 11. 
519-669-1381. 50% off selected 
materials; 15% off printed poly-
esters; 10% off all other fabrics. 
10% off hosiery, underwear, 
tablecloth; toys & books. 10% 
off chinaware sets if ordered 
between Feb. 18 & March 25. 
Also available now - Little Boys 
5 piece suits - up to size 5.

MAYTAG DRYER, GOOD condi-
tion. $100. Call 519-669-5750.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Tractors, 
machinery, sap equipment, 
household effects and miscel-
laneous items, to be held at 
7491 - 6th Line Mapleton Twp. 
(5 miles northwest of Flora-
dale or 9 miles southeast of 
Drayton, for Amsey and Mary 
Ann Gingrich, on Wednesday, 
March 15th @ 10:00am. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

AUCTION SALE OF Tractors, 
machinery, JD Gator, lawn 
mowers, household effects, 
antiques and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 4322 
Weimar Line, Wellesley Twp. 
(approx. 2 miles west of 
Bamberg or 3 miles north east 
of Wellesley, for Marvin and 
Charlotte Cober, on Saturday, 
March 18th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451. 

AUCTION SALE OF Tractors, 
machinery, feed, woodwork-
ing tools, household effects 
and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at 7368 - 6th Line 
of Mapleton Twp. (9 miles 
southeast of Drayton or 4 mile 
north of Wallenstein), for Alvin 
& Nancy Gingrich, on Saturday, 
March 25th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions 519-699-4451. 

Advanced Dairy Systems Ltd specializes in serving 
the dairy industry by providing exceptional 
equipment sales, service and sanitation supplies. 
Our business also provides cow comfort, ventila-
tion, stabling and sprinkler systems. 

Our ideal candidates will be self-motivated, 
dependable and have a strong work ethic.

A valid driver’s license and a good driving record 
is required. Each individual must be a team player 
and have excellent customer service skills.

We are expanding and looking for the following 
permanent full time employees to join our growing 
team.

Robotics Technician
Service & Installation 

Technician
313A Refrigeration 

Technician
Welder/Fabricator

(Stainless Steel and Food Grade experience is a strong asset)

Candidates with experience in Dairy, Electrical, 
Plumbing, Welding, Fabrication, Construction, 
Pumps, Motors and general maintenance would 
be considered an asset.

Competitive wages based on experience. We are 
a progressive company and are willing to train 
the right candidates.

Please forward resumes to
marj@advanceddairy.ca

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
Part time 

Registered Nurse 
(RN) required for 

busy medical office.
Please send resumé to:

elmiramedicalclinic@gmail.com

HELP WANTED

PRECISE CASTINGS INC. – 
ELMIRA – is accepting applications for 
full-time positions as general labourers 
in its press room, shell room, melting, and 
finishing operations. Successful candidates 
will be reliable, safety conscious individuals 
who are team players with good work ethics 
and positive attitudes. Competitive wages, 
steady hours, and benefit package.

Send resumes to Scott Pinkney 
by fax (519-669-1566), 

e-mail (spinkney@precisecastings.ca), 
or drop off at 

124 Bonnie Cres., Elmira, Ont. N3B 3J8. 
PLEASE INCLUDE REFERENCES 

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION (Full Time & Summer)
Established Interlock & Retaining Wall Contractor in Waterloo 

Region has openings for All Positions on our crews.
FORE PERSON – LEAD HEADS – 

LABOURERS – STUDENTS
This is physically demanding work, approx. 50hrs/wk. G License 

with Clean Record. Excellent Wages & Bene�ts Package.

Send Resume: info@helmutz.com 
170 St. Leger St. Kitchener, M - F 8:00 - 4:00

HELP WANTED

Administration Assistant:
Rosendale Farms  is looking for a person to �ll a 
maturnity leave position. Part-time work to provide 
training would begin in April. Fulltime would begin 
late June for 1 year. Responsibilities include entering 
product received into inventory, setting up payables, 
processing grain settlements, keeping inventory 
records for grain as well as answering phone and 
misc of�ce duties. Computer experience is required 
and previous experience in AR/AP is an asset. A 
good attitude, reliability and customer service 
experience is necessary. 

Please send resume to info@rosendalefarms.com

of furniture, appliances, antiques, 
shop tools, riding mower

Sale to be held at #7213 Line 86 Wallenstein 
approx. 6 km west of Elmira

SATURDAY, MARCH 11, 10:00 A.M. 
Appliances: White and stainless mini fridges,  2 - electric 
dryers, blender, crock pots etc. 
Antiques: spinning wheel, drop front desk, blanket box-
es, bonnet chest, variety of small hand tools etc.
Shop Equipment and Tools: Floor model tool box, air 
drills, air impact gun, grinders, sanders, small electric 
pressure washer, mitre saws, impact sockets, wrench 
sets, small manual tire changer, bar clamps, battery 
charger, tool boxes, tie down straps, drill bits, roo�ng 
torch, heavy extension cards, hand winch, Allen wrench 
sets, alum. step ladders, wagon loads of small hand 
tools, far too much to list.
Misc: Piles of books, power treadmill, folding tables, 
lamps, boxes of jars, canning kettles, toys, games, Tup-
perware, totes, kids pedal tractors, exercise bike, wheel 
chair, tables full of glassware and household items, too 
much to list.
Power Equipment: Walk behind gas powered snow blow-
er, tow behind lawn roller, gas powered feed alley scraper, 
2 small generators, Troy Bilt riding mower (nice. 
Wagon Loads of New Hardware:  chimney brushes, box-
es of nails and screws, kitchen range hood, paint, stain, 
cleaners, light bulbs, boxes of caulking, ball valves, spray 
foam, Vbelts, door knobs, bathroom fans, 2 hole Emt 
straps, ATV covers, programmable thermostats, boxes of 
white receptacles and much more. 
Furniture: 4 door oak china cabinet, electric �replace 
mantel, 4 pc light coloured waterfall bedroom set, dou-
ble size book case bed, 4 pc queen size book case 
bedroom set, black leather recliner, 2 door wardrobes, 
book shelves, grandfather clock, double book case bed 
complete, cedar chests, wood of�ce desk, of�ce chairs, 
coffee tables, wood rocker, nesting tables, drop leaf ta-
ble, �le cabinets, card table w chairs, sewing cabinet w 
drawers, hall table, short church pew, and more. 
Notes: We will be selling with 2 auction rings most of 
the day. Well over 1000 lots, the building is packed full. 

DOUBLE RING 
ESTATE & CONSIGNMENT 
AUCTION 

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Of�ce: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website:  
www.bowmanauctions.ca 

Retail Sales Associate
Looking for a mature person with good retailing 
qualities and communication skills, friendly 
customer service and motivated; must be able 
to work Saturdays. 

Job description: Sales, writing orders, pricing 
stock, some computer skills and general duties. 
This position is for a mature adult and student 
looking for flexible full-time and part-time hours. 

Apply in person with resume to: 
W.C. Brown and Sons – Men’s Clothier 

Downtown Elmira · 519-669-1152

HELP WANTED

LOCAL CHICK HATCHERY 
hiring general laborer.This is 
a full time position involv-
ing all areas of poultry 
production. Some early 
morning start times. Com-
petitive wage. Email resume 
to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 
for more information.

LOCAL CHICK HATCHERY 
hiring part-time delivery 
personnel to deliver live 
poultry throughout Ontario. 
Valid G license, early 
morning start times, and 
lifting up to 60 lbs required. 
Call Marty at 519-897-3209 
or email resume to staff@
freyshatchery.com

HELP WANTED

PART TIME POSITION avail-
able on farrow to finish 
operation. We are looking 
for someone to assist with 
general duties in the pig 
barn. Call 519-505-1356.

SANDELLI MASSAGE 
THERAPY & Assoc. are 
looking for a part-time 
receptionist for one evening 
a week with the potential 
for more hours. Seeking 
an individual that knows 
the importance of great 
customer service as well as 
flexibility with hours and 
availability. Start date March 
15, 2017 @ $12.25 per hour. 
Please email your resume to 
Sandelli2017@outlook.com

WORK 
WANTED

2 MEN AND a Trailer demoli-
tion, junk removal, garage 
clean up - yard work, down-
sizing/moving, odd jobs. 
Free estimates, fair prices. 
For the things you can’t or 
don’t have time to do call 
Gary 519-577-1750.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treatment 
of specific health conditions 
or wellness maintenance. 
KEVIN BARTLEY, Professional 
Bowenwork Practitioner, 
Clock Tower Wellness Centre, 
69 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
519-669-0112. Every Body is 
Better with Bowen!

FOR SALE

BLUEBIRD NESTING BOXES. 
Hand made out of old barn 
boards. Call 519-698-2059.

AUCTIONS

SATURDAY MARCH 25, 10:00 
A.M. Double Ring Consignment 
and Estate Auction of farm 
machinery and farm support 
items, furniture, antiques, 
tools etc. Sale to be held at 
#7213 Line 86 Wallenstein, 
approx. 6 kms west of Elmira. 
Gerald Bowman Auctions & 
Appraisals Ltd. 519-638-5708.
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Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

HAY & STRAW

DAIRY HAY - 300 large 
squares, second and third 
cutting, alfalfa grass mix. 
Good protein and feed value. 
Also straw for TMR. Can deliver 
anywhere. 519-373-3127.

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

CUSTOM COMPOST TURNING - 
Stock pile your pack manure 
into a windrow this spring 
and we will process it into 
rich, black valuable compost 
for fall spreading or selling. 
Up to 14’ x 7’h windrow. We 
will buy a limited amount 
of finished compost this 
fall. Turns otherwise nearly 
worthless manure into a sale-
able, value-added product. 
Call for details. 519-503-6980.

FARM SERVICES

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD 
SERVING you for over 10 
years. Your #1 source of 
quality slabwood and body-
wood. Delivery available. 
519-656-2057.

WANTED

LOOKING FOR SOMEONE to 
trim two trees on a resi-
dential property. Call 519-
699-4461.

ROLEX, OMEGA, POCKET 
Watches, antique clocks, 
gold rings, jewellery, coins, 
toys, militaria, records, 
musical instruments, toys, 
any gold or silver items. 
Call Terry @ 519-242-6900, 
or 519-210-0551 or email: 
gallamore@golden.net. We 
pay cash!!!

RENTALS

2 BEDROOM, WALK out 
basement apartment in 
country setting in Drayton. 
Private entrance. $1100/mth 
all inclusive with appliances. 
Call 519-574-9882.

3 BEDROOM HOUSE in 
Drayton available April 1. 
$980/mth + utilities. Call 
519-893-5313.

COMING 
EVENTS

INDOOR GARAGE SALE 
Woolwich Memorial Centre. 
Vendor space available. Sat. 
April 8, 7:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
519-669-6026, bbaechler@
woolwich.ca, www.wool-
wich.ca

GARAGE 
SALES

GIANT INDOOR CHARITY 
Garage Sale, Saturday 
March 4 from 8-2. St. Teresa 
of Avila Church Hall, 19 
Flamingo Drive, Elmira. All 
proceeds donated to Brain 
Tumour Foundation of 
Canada.
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FOR OPTIMUM ADVERTISING 
RESULTS… THE OBSERVER.

PLACE AN AD IN OUR CLASSIFIED SECTION TODAY!
Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

FIND IT
IN THE OBSERVER
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SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our service directory. 

Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917
AFTER HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998Since 1998

For digging through frozen ground! 
• Trenching
• Excavating
• Back fill compaction plate
• Laneway sanding available

INTRODUCING OUR PIC BUCKET

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE FLOOR/PAD 
BREAKING & REMOVAL
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!

PRINTING SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

Quality Bedding
Premium Softwood 

or less expensive 
Hardwood

Blown or Pushed Off

We are geared to
meet your timing and
volume requirements

BLENDED TO MEET 
YOUR NEEDS!

Ph: Elmira (519) 669-5219

     Gold Star
Upholstery

CALL: (519) 588-7115 OR (519) 650-4124

Trucks & Antique Cars
Boats & Motorcycles etc
Repair & Rebuild Foam

CUSTOM RE-UPHOLSTERY AT AFFORDABLE PRICES!

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

ROLL OFF 
INDUSTRIAL BIN 

RENTALS
CALL FOR 

AVAILABLE SIZES

S
PA

C
E

F
O

R
 R

E
N

T



22 | CLASSIFIED THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2017

FIND IT TODAY!
IN THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

Donating back to 
the community 
we call home. List Now While Inventory is Low! 

EL
M

IR
A

Semi-detached Homes Available!
5 Floor Plans 

to Choose From.
CALL FOR DETAILS

Elmira - Open concept 
with cathedral ceiling in the 
family room, patio doors to 
deck with great open view 
and gas BBQ hook-up. 
3 bedrooms, luxurious 
ensuite plus walk-in closet 
in the master. Spacious rec 
room, office, garage with 
gas heater. All appliances 
included and gas rough-in 
for kitchen stove. MLS $529,900$529,900$529,900$529,900

ELMIRA – Why build new when 
you can have everything plus 
more already completed for you! 
With a great layout, this beautiful 
& immaculate home has it all.. 
With 3 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms 
and 1700sqft of living space plus 
the finished basement this home 
will meet all your needs & the 
upgrades will wow you! $527,000$527,000$527,000

DRAYTON – First time buyers! This 
amazing property backs on the river 
trail with a fully fenced back yard and 
large shed. Mostly carpet-free with 3 
bedrooms upstairs, beautiful oak 
floors throughout and main floor 
laundry. With updated wiring, most 
windows replaced and the insulation 
in the whole house topped up in 2010, 
this home is very cost effective. MLS. $265,000$265,000$265,000$265,000

Linwood - Only 15 min to 
Waterloo, this bungalow 
backs onto greenspace with 
a spacious lot, fully fenced 
yard and empty space on 
one side. Steel roof, large 
living room, dining area 
with patio doors opening to 
a beautiful deck for your 
morning coffee. Recreation 
room includes wood 
burning unit. MLS $419,000$419,000$419,000

yard and empty space on 
one side. Steel roof, large 
living room, dining area 
with patio doors opening to 
a beautiful deck for your 
morning coffee. Recreation 
room includes wood 
burning unit. MLS

SOLD

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

List Now While Inventory is Low! List Now While Inventory is Low! List Now While Inventory is Low! 
ELMIRA – Why build new when ELMIRA – Why build new when ELMIRA NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGELMIRA – Why build new when ELMIRA – Why build new when ELMIRA

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, March 4th 2-4pm
43 Limera Ave., Elmira

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

List Now While Inventory is Low! 
DRAYTON – First time buyers! This 

List Now While Inventory is Low! 
NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGDRAYTON – First time buyers! This 

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, March 4th 2-4pm
30 Wellington St. S., Drayton

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA   DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

$331,160
Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

NEW LISTING

More NEW HOME plans + lots available!

Retirement living at its best, no steps from the 
curb to the kitchen sink. This 1 bedroom bungalow 

with an office is the ideal size for this time in your life. Pick your colours 
and finishes in the home of your dreams. There are options available 
including a second bedroom. This is a new subdivision in Milverton about 
35 minutes from KW. This is a new home that will be built. MLS.

$331,160 

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4
519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

WOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

We donate a 
portion of our 
commission 
from every 

house sale to 
the Woolwich 
Community 

Services

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie Shanna

INVENTORY IS LOW. WE HAVE BUYERS WHO NEED HOMES. CALL TODAY FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS.

Escape to this countryside retreat of 
beauty, charm and peacefulness!

FLORADALE 5.24 ACRES | $849,900 

SPACIOUS 3300 SQ FT HOME offering a captivating mainfloor master 
bedroom and luxurious ensuite, a wow kitchen complete with granite 
and built-in appliances. Both Dining and Living room are generous in 
size, ideal for large gatherings of friends and family, a magnificent stone fireplace offers its 
warmth on a cold winters night There are 2 additional bedrooms and bath on the 2nd floor. 
Partially finished huge basement with 3 piece bath. Detached triple car garage/workshop and 
ample parking on the newly paved drive. A Must See, call for your appointment today. MLS.

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

RARE OPPORTUNITY Approx. 11,000 sq.ft. of garage & shop space – set 
up for highway truck & trailer bays. Extremely clean & well maintained.
Offices, washrooms, board room, parts room etc. HUGE paved parking lot. 
Separate shop, 24’ x 35’ + detached garage 28’ x 40’.  Wood storage bldg.
30 acres – systematically tile drained. MLS.

$1,690,000

WELLINGTON RD. 12, DRAYTON 

BIRDLAND BUNGALOW – Central location – on a 60’ x 150’ lot! 3 bedrooms, living 
room and an eat in kitchen w/walkout to the rear deck and yard. Finished rec room, 
4th bedroom and 3 piece in the basement. Replacement windows, furnace, central air 
conditioning, water heater & softener. Hardwood under the carpets. Spring possession 
possible! NEW MLS.

FIRST ST. W., ELMIRA

$384,900

NEW LISTING

Drayton | $349,500
Look at the spacious yard of 100 ft by 175 ft ( plus a bonus 25 ft)  
deep.3 bedroom 3 bath, 2 gas fireplaces, vaulted ceiling, large front 
porch, dble garage 24 x 22.  Edge of town, backing onto farm land. 
Don't delay. Call Dale. MLS

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

LISTINGS NEEDED! CALL FOR YOUR 
FREE MARKET EVALUATION TODAY!

Drayton | $349,500
Look at the spacious yard of 100 ft by 175 ft ( plus a bonus 25 ft)  
deep.3 bedroom 3 bath, 2 gas fireplaces, vaulted ceiling, large front 
porch, dble garage 24 x 22.  Edge of town, backing onto farm land. 

Drayton | $349,500
Look at the spacious yard of 100 ft by 175 ft ( plus a bonus 25 ft)  
deep.3 bedroom 3 bath, 2 gas fireplaces, vaulted ceiling, large front 
porch, dble garage 24 x 22.  Edge of town, backing onto farm land. 

Drayton | $349,500

porch, dble garage 24 x 22.  Edge of town, backing onto farm land. 
Don't delay. Call Dale. MLS

Drayton | $349,500
Look at the spacious yard of 100 ft by 175 ft ( plus a bonus 25 ft)  
deep.3 bedroom 3 bath, 2 gas fireplaces, vaulted ceiling, large front 
porch, dble garage 24 x 22.  Edge of town, backing onto farm land. 

SOLD

SELLING 
YOUR HOME?
ADVERTISE IT IN ONTARIO’S 

BEST COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
PLACE AN AD IN OUR REAL ESTATE SECTION TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

ADVERTISE

Everyone 
loves a birthday!

Surprise your loved  ones with 
a notice in The Observer. FAMILY ALBUM 

DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY BY 10 AM

CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104 OR 
email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com

FAMILY ALBUM

STAG & DOE

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Beuerman, Mary
Passed away on Tuesday, February 
21, 2017, at Caressant Care, Arthur, at 
the age of 90 years. Mary (Blackwell) 
Beuerman, formerly of Elmira, was 
the beloved wife of the late Herman 
Beuerman (1991) and the late Lewis 
Thompson (1981). Loved mother of 
David Thompson of Florida, Jerry and 
Robyn Thompson of California, John 
and Carolyn Thompson of Michigan, 
Susan Thompson of Texas, and step-
mother of Douglas and Steven Beuer-
man. Dear grandmother of Jason, 
Aaron, Jeremy, Krista, Joshua, Caleb, 
Sara, Daniel and Chad, step-grand-
children Dustin and Shandel, and 
great-grandchildren Alexa, Eli and 
Matthew. Predeceased by parents Les-
lie and Eunice (Nixon) Blackwell, son 
Charles Thompson, brothers Leland, 
John and Harold Blackwell and sisters 
Marion Stumpf, Jean Starnaman, and 
Doris Reist. At Mary’s request, crema-
tion has taken place. There will be no 
funeral home visitation. A memorial 
service will take place on Saturday, 
March 4, 2017 at 2:30 p.m. at Kingdom 
Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 126 Barn-
swallow Drive, Elmira. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

SCHELL, Don
Peacefully on Friday, February 24, 2017 
at Freeport Health Centre at the age of 
75 years. Don was the beloved husband 
of Eva (Shoemaker) Schell for 50 years. 
Dear father of Rosanne and Pete Kater-
berg of Elora , Lisa and David Williams 
of Floradale , Leanne and Gary Jantzi of 
Wellesley , Norticea and Jason Pomery of 
Kitchener, and Tamara Schell of Elmira. 
Grandpa of Danielle (Stephen), Kristen, 
Jenna and Bethany; Matthew, Nathan 
and Rachel; Derek, Brandon and Eric. 
Brother of Keith (Ruth) whom Don was 
reunited with in adulthood, and brother-
in-law of Myrna Schell and Harold (June) 
Raycraft. Lovingly remembered by the 
Shoemaker family. Predeceased by his 
brother Norm Schell and sister Helen 
Raycraft. Don was a barber on Arthur 
Street in Elmira for 49 years and was one 
of the founding members of Zion Men-
nonite Fellowship. The family received 
their relatives and friends on Sunday, 
February 26, 2017 from 1-5 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. A celebration of life was held 
on Monday, February 27, 2017 at 2 p.m. at 
the Elmira Mennonite Church. A family 
interment took place at the Elmira Men-
nonite Cemetery. In Don’s memory, do-
nations to Grand River Regional Cancer 
Centre or Mennonite Central Committee 
would be appreciated. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Dippel, Wayne Douglas
Wayne began his new journey on 
Thursday, February 23, 2017 at the age 
of 55.

Cherished son of Wilfred and Dorothy 
(nee Geisel). Loving brother of Dawn 
Marie Dippel. Very special uncle of 
Kristin Dippel, with whom he was very 
close. Remembered by many aunts, 
uncles and cousins. He will be missed 
by his faithful companions Molly and 
Abbey.

Wayne was a 25 year employee with 
Canpar and in 2010 became a Personal 
Support Worker and served the 
London area for the last 6 years. He 
was an avid outdoors man. Wayne was 
a member of RCAFA Wing 404.

Wayne was able to spend two quality 
weeks at his family home with family 
and many friends.

As per Wayne’s wishes cremation has 
taken place, a celebration of his life 
will take place at the Air Force Club 
404 Wing (510 Dutton Dr. Waterloo) on 
Sunday, March 26, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. - 
4:00 p.m.

As expressions of sympathy, donations 
to the Humane Society or Grand River 
Hospital Foundation – Cancer Centre 
would be appreciated by the family 
(cards available at the Henry Walser 
Funeral Home, 507 Frederick St. 
Kitchener, or by calling 519-749-8467). 
For Wayne’s memorial visit:

www.henrywalser.com

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Devan Scheeringa  
& Nikki Hartwick

as they prepare to get married!
Saturday March, 11 2017

Elmira Lions Hall
8pm - 1am

Come out and celebrate with

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page
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COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 
NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96
On March 20, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. the Committee will meet to consider the following applications. All 
persons interested in the applications may attend and may contact Nancy Thompson regarding meeting 
details or visit the Township Webpage – News and Events – Current Public Notices.

The Committee will also consider submissions for or against the applications if submitted to the 
Township of Woolwich no later than 5:00 p.m. on March 14, 2017 (Note that this date is before the 
meeting). Submissions can be forwarded to Jeremy Vink at the address noted at the top of this page, 
by email jvink@woolwich.ca or by fax 519-669-4669. Any submissions received will be included in a 
comment package and presented at the meeting.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 4/2017 – Bloomingdale Mennonite Church, 1151 Snyder’s Flats Road, 
Bloomingdale
The applicant is requesting permission to expand the institutional uses on the property to permit a 
summer day camp, operating annually during the months of July and August, and a day camp, operating 
once a week throughout the year for elementary aged children, as accessory uses to the Church in 
conformity with Site Specific Section 26.1.221 of Zoning By-law 55-86. The 1.5 ha property is zoned 
Agricultural with site-specific provisions and contains a church and cemetery.

CONSENT APPLICATIONS B1/2017, B2/207 and B3/2017 – Mercedes Corporation, 1430 and 1440 King 
Street North, St. Jacobs
The applicant is proposing to sever an irregular shaped parcel of land (1430 King Street North) as well 
as to convey the associated servicing and access easements, as follows:
• Application B1/2017 - to sever an irregular shaped 2,253 square metre parcel located at 1430 King 

Street North from the retained lands located at 1440 King Street North in St. Jacobs. The proposed 
severed lands contain a restaurant/hotel building and a brewery and are zoned Core Commercial 
– Urban (C-1). The proposed retained lands are approximately 1.5 hectares in area and contain 
two office buildings and a building with a model railway display. The proposed retained lands are 
zoned Core Commercial – Urban (C-1) with site-specific provisions.

• Application B2/2017 – to grant a blanket easement over the proposed severed lands in favour of 
the proposed retained lands for access to the water and sanitary services; 

• Application B3/2017 – to grant an access easement / right-of-way over an approximate 366 
square metre portion of the proposed severed lands at 1430 King Street North in favour of the 
proposed retained lands at 1440 King Street North for vehicle access.

NOTICE OF THE DECISION: Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will be sent to owners, 
agents, those who submit written comments, and people who sign the register at the meeting. If you 
wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee of Adjustment in respect to an application, you must 
submit a written request (to the Secretary-Treasurer – Nancy Thompson ext. 6040) or sign the register 
at the meeting. This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible Ontario Municipal Board Hearing.

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS: Anyone in opposition to a decision may 
appeal the decision to the Ontario Municipal Board. The Board may dismiss an appeal without holding 
a hearing if the appellant did not make oral or written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment 
before a decision was given, or does not provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make a 
submission to the Committee.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Martin, Noah M.M.
Passed away peacefully on Tuesday, February 28, 2017 at his home, RR 2 Wallenstein, 
at the age of 97 years. He was predeceased by his first wife, Annie (Martin) Martin 
(1967) and his second wife, MaryAnn (Weber) Martin (1996). Dear father of Osiah of 
Kitchener, Aden and Naomi of Ariss, Ella and Oscar Bowman of Wallenstein, Elsie 
Martin of Wallenstein, and father-in-law of Nancy (Mrs. Delton) Martin of Bluevale. 
Loving grandfather of 21 grandchildren and 51 great-grandchildren. Dear brother 
of Lovina (Mrs. Edwin) Martin. Remembered by his sister-in-law Lucinda (Mrs. 
Aden) Weber, and brother-in-law Ion and Emma Weber. He was predeceased by his 
parents, Edwin and Orilla (Martin) Martin, son Delton (2008), and brothers Seranus 
and Veronica, and Freeman and Angeline. Friends may call on Thursday, March 
2, 2017, from 1-5 and 7-9 p.m., and Friday, March 3, 2017 from 1-5 p.m. at his home 
(Oscar and Ella Bowman), 7330 Third Line, RR 2, Wallenstein. Family service will be 
held at the home on Saturday, March 4, 2017 at 9 a.m., then to South Peel Mennonite 
Meeting House for burial and further service. 

Arrangements entrusted to
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com
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LIVING HERE
VOLUNTEERISM / HEADING OVERSEAS

LEGUMES ARE HAVING 
THEIR moment in trendi-
ness. They provide protein, 
fibre, nutrients and are low 
in fat. I have been adding 
them to soups that typi-
cally don’t include them 
– try adding black beans 
to chicken noodle soup to 
make it even more nutri-
tious. Or toss them into 
salads.

Once in a while, I make 
this Bean and Corn Salad 
for a change from green 
salad in winter months. It 
will keep in the fridge for 
a week and it is ready to 
serve. You can substitute 
any kind of legumes or veg-
etables and come up with 
a different salad each time. 
Chickpeas, black beans and 
pinto beans all work well.

Cooking beans from raw 
will provide you with more 
nutrition than opening a 
can of beans. I know, it is 
time consuming! But really, 
you can put them on to 
cook and do other chores. 
Give them a stir now and 
then and don’t let them go 
dry. If you do use canned 
beans, be sure to rinse 
them very well before using 
to get rid of the starch.

Sometimes 
it’s good to 
be full of 
beans, as 
this salad 
shows

CHEF’S TABLE | 27MISSION TRIP | 26

WHITNEY NEILSON

WHEN A GROUP OF Wool-
wich youth head to the 
Philippines this spring, 
they won’t be spending it 
surfing, snorkeling, and 
sun tanning.

Six members of Koinonia 
Christian Fellowship’s Ser-
vant Leadership Institute 
missions team, along with 
two leaders, will spend Apr. 
16-28 in the Philippines on 
a mission trip. Their home 
base will be the city of 

Six young members of Koinonia Christian Fellowship will 
travel next month to the Philippines on mission trip

Davao.
SLI is a 10-month pro-

gram at the Bloomingdale-
based church, where 
students study leadership 
principles, relationships, 
finances and missions.

The World Team mem-
bers going are Judah Bon-
dy, Andrew Collard, Jona-
than Cook, Gabrielle Drost, 
Elicia Horst and Nathan 
Tarasko, as well as leaders 
Bryce and Heidi Fleming. 
Four of the six students, 
plus Heidi, are EDSS grads.

“For this specific trip 
we sat down together, pas-
tor Oto Perez and I, just 
brainstormed some of our 
options, contacted a few 
of our partners and basi-
cally from there we find out 
what their year is looking 
like,” Bryce Fleming said.

Typically they do the 
mission trip in the second 
half of the year because 
that gives the students time 
to get to know each other. 

Because the students 
are 18 and 19, the activities 

they’ll be participating in 
have been catered to their 
strengths; children, youth 
and music. During their 
trip they will host a youth 
camp, participate in lo-
cal church services, visit a 
tribal village, and support a 
local orphanage and home 
for the elderly.

The orphanage is Living 
Stones Orphanage run by 
Ken and Cris Sandberg, and 
the partnering church is 
Church 153. 

They started preparing 

for the trip in November.
“They’re all involved in 

some of the fundraising 
efforts that we’ve been do-
ing. Some of them, more 
musically inclined, are cre-
ating song lists where we’ll 
prepare some music to be 
performing and leading 
churches that they’ll sing 
in. Specifically there’s two 
guys that will be leading 
that piece. Some of them 
are going  to be sharing the 

Koinonia Christian Fellowship’s Servant Leadership Institute students are heading to the Philippines this April for a mission trip which is part of their program. Four of the six students are EDSS grads. From left, Bryce Fleming, Judah Bondy, 
Nathan Tarasko, Gabrielle Drost, Elicia Horst, Jonathan Cook, Andrew Collard and Heidi Fleming. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Youth group set to put 
leadership skills into action

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DONNA GINGRICH

RECIPE
NOTES

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net
Accredited  

Test & Repair Facility

DID YOU KNOW? 
Brake fluid absorbs moisture over time 
which can corrode the metal on the inside 
of your brake lines and calipers.
To ensure that your brake system components are 
protected, brake fluid should be replaced periodically. 
Ask one of our service advisors what is recommended 
for your vehicle. This way we can assist in keeping it 
in the best condition for your benefit. 
– Travis
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

3435 Broadway St.
Hawkesville
519-699-4641

Skilled craftsmanship .  Quality materials .
CONSTRUCTION STARTS HERE.

www.freybc.com

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

MARCH 4

KW BRAIN TUMOR WALK is hosting a Community 
Garage Sale at St. Teresa’s Church hall starting 
at 8 a.m. Have items to donate?: Email Renee 
BTWalkKW@braintumour.ca to arrange item pick up/
drop off.

MARCH 6

HEARING AID INFORMATION. THIS session will provide 
information on: hearing aids, purchasing hearing 
aids, funding resources for hearing aids, and other 
communication devices, 2-4 p.m. at the Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. 
Please call 519-664-3794. Space is limited for this free 
event! Presented by the Canadian Hearing Society.

MAKING BABY FOOD:  6 months to 1 year. Learn how 
to make and store baby food, what foods are good 
for your baby’s age and stage, and learn ways to 
nurture a “good eater.” Join registered dietitian 
Robin Hicken for this free session at the Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs, 
1-2:30 p.m. Call 519-664-3794.

MARCH 9

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you 
to attend “Is It Alzheimer’s?”: Nancy Martin RPN and 
Lindsay Wilson, educators. Devotional: Pastor Ron 
Seabrooke, Music: Alee Wiens. Starts at 10:30 a.m. at 
Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested donation $7 
includes hot meal at noon.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and seniors 
has guest speaker Jim Rodger, coordinator of the 
Prime Minister’s Statues and Educational Resources 
Advisory Committee. Lecture topic: The Prime 
Minister’s Home is our Castle. Please join us, 10 a.m. 
at the Maryhill Community Centre, 58 St. Charles St. 
E., Maryhill. Admission is $2. Enjoy tea or coffee and 
a delicious snack.

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT Breslau Community Centre. 
Community Care Concepts invites you to join us at 
noon for a light lunch and fellowship. Cost: $6. Call 
519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 to sign up.

MARCH 10

HUGS (HEALTH, UNDERSTANDING, GROWTH, Sharing) 
at the Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs. For parents and children (0-5 
yrs of age) living in the catchment area of WCHC, 
9:30-11 a.m. on the second and fourth Friday of every 
month. Upcoming sessions: Mar. 10, Car Seat Safety; 
Mar. 24, Your Pelvic Floor “Depends” on You. 

MARCH 14

DIABETES CONNECTION! THIS SUPPORT group is for 
individuals diagnosed with diabetes or pre-diabetes 
and their support people. Have your diabetes 
questions answered by a healthcare professional, 
build confidence in managing your diabetes, get 
food and exercise ideas, increase your knowledge 
of diabetes as well as learn about ways to maintain 
or improve your health. Drop in from 6-7 p.m. at 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., 
St. Jacobs.

MOVIE NIGHT AT CINEPLEX. Don’t be bored this 
March Break! Join us at the Youth Centre for a trip 
to Cineplex for a movie night. All youth in Grade 6 
up to the age of 19 are welcome! Don’t forget your 
permission form, 5:30 p.m. Woolwich Youth Centre, 
24 Snyder Ave. S., Elmira. Call 519-669-3539.

MARCH 15

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT Wellesley Community 
Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to join 
us at noon for a light lunch and fellowship. Cost: $6. 
Call 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-1900 to sign 
up.

MARCH 16

TROPICAL PARTY AND PIZZAS. Blast away the winter 
blues with the Youth Centre’s tropical themed party.  
For only $1 you can make a personalized pizza too. 
Join us for a fun night filled with Hawaiian games 
and decor; 5 p.m., Woolwich Youth Centre, 24 Snyder 
Ave. S., Elmira. Call 519-669-3539.

MARCH 20

ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society 
Education meeting, 7:30 p.m., Trinity United Church, 
12 Arthur St. N., Elmira. Guest speaker Evelyn Wolf, 
garden consultant, will present “Designing With 
Ornamental Grasses.” Members free; non-members 
$2. New members welcome!

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
www.thejunctionelmira.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, March 5th

9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

�e �ng’s Invitation:
To Those Who 
Need a Miracle

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Do I have a 
‘Potty Mouth’

Sunday, Mar. 5th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Lent 1: 

“Restore Us, O God, 
We Hunger”

Fred Lichti preaching

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

21 Arthur St. N., Box 25, Elmira
519-669-5560 • www.trinityunitedelmira.ca

 TRINITY UNITED CHURCH

Love, Learn & Live by Christ’s Teachings

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:30am - Contemporary Worship
11:00am - Traditional Worship

Clergy: Rev. Sue Campbell
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Background

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo (Region) is responsible for treating wastewater 
from homes and businesses throughout Waterloo Region, and operates 13 wastewater 
treatment plants and 6 Regionally-owned wastewater pumping stations. The Region’s 
Wastewater Treatment Master Plan recommends the long-term wastewater treatment 
strategy for these facilities.  

The Master Plan was last updated in 2007, and encompassed planning to the year 2041. In 
light of recent growth trends, changes tothe regulatory environment, climate change, and 
river water quality changes, the Region is updating thisMaster Plan.  This update will assess 
the current status of its wastewater treatment facilities and updatethe preferred wastewater 
treatment strategy, to the year 2051. This strategy will beconsistent with the Region’s Strate-
gic Plan.  It will also be environmentally sustainable and economicallyviable. 

Class EA Master Plan Study Now Underway

The Region has initiated thisstudy to update the 2007 Master Plan.  This study will identify 
and evaluate wastewater treatment projects, technologies and servicing strategies that 
will meet the long-term needs of the Region’s residents and businesses. The Master Plan 
Update Study will follow Phases 1 and 2 of the Municipal Class EnvironmentalAssessment 
(Class EA) process (June 2000, amended in 2007, 2011, and 2015). 

Your Opinion Matters 

Public consultation is a key component of the Class EA study process.  The first of two 
rounds of Public Consultation Centres (PCC) has been scheduled to receive input and 
comments on the project from interested members of the public, as follows:

The information presented at all three PCC locations is identical.  Comments received 
through the course of the study will be considered in finalizing the preferred solutions. 

For Further Information

Visit:
http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/aboutTheEnvironment/MasterPlansandProjects.asp

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and agencies 
regarding this study are being collected to assist the Region of Waterloo in making a decision.  
Under the Municipal Act, personal information such as name, address, telephone number and 
property location may be included if a submission becomes part of the public record. 
Questions regarding the collection of this information should be referred to Nicole Sapeta.  

This notice was first issued on February 21, 2017.

Tuesday, March 7, 2017
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
RIM Park, Room 209
2001 University Ave East
Waterloo, ON 

Nicole Sapeta, B.A.Sc., P.Eng.
Project Engineer, Water Services
Region of Waterloo
150 Frederick Street, 7th Floor
Kitchener, Ontario, N2G 4J3
Phone: 519-575-4757 ext. 3682
Fax: 519-575-4452
E-mail: nsapeta@regionofwaterloo.ca

Erin Longworth, M.Eng., P.Eng., PMP
Manager, Wastewater Planning
CIMA+
5935 Airport Road, Suite 500
Mississauga, Ontario, L4V 1W5
Phone: 905-695-1005 ext. 6722
Fax: 905-695-0525
E-mail: erin.longworth@cima.ca

Wednesday, March 8, 2017
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Waterloo Region Museum 
10 Huron Road
Kitchener, ON 

Thursday, March 9, 2017
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
First Floor, Room 170
150 Main Street 
Cambridge, ON 

Notice of Public Consultation Centre No. 1

Wastewater Treatment 
Master Plan Update

MISSION TRIP: Putting theory into action
FROM | 24

public speaking, so sharing 
some messages,” Fleming 
explained.

And a couple others are 
more focused on collected 
donated goods for the or-
phanage and home for the 
elderly. Specifically, they’re 
collecting twin-size bed 
sheets and kitchen and 
bath towels. They’ll also be 
accepting financial contri-
butions for the trip.

They’re holding a fam-
ily skate at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre on Mar. 15 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. as part 
of their fundraising efforts. 
The trip costs $3,200 per 
student and they’ve each 
already committed $1,000 
of that from their own 
funds.

“Thinking about our 
team, praying about our 

team, if people are inclined 
to do that, we really appre-
ciate those thoughts and 
prayers because we believe 
those are really important 
as we prepare to go,” Flem-
ing said.

This will be Fleming’s 
third time leading a mis-
sions trip.

The group travelled to a 
conference in the United 
States last year, but for four 
of the six of them it will be 
their first mission trip.

“I think it’s important be-
cause so often, our human 
nature is to live life focused 
on our self, whether we 
hear that from culture or 
whether we just pick it 
up on our own, that’s our 
natural tendency, which is 
to live with lives looking in, 
not looking out. When you 
start serving, you really 

begin to discover the world 
opens up to you,” Fleming 
said.

He says he hopes 
through the trip that the 
students are able to experi-
ence cross-cultural service 
through ministry, outreach 
and building projects, learn 
about leadership in other 
cultural contexts and be 
challenged to connect their 
gifts to the needs they see.

“As we go on a trip like 
this, they’re exposed to 
things bigger, different 
than they’ve ever experi-
enced, which really puts 
them in touch with what 
they have inside of them; 
dreams, goals, who they’ve 
been created to be. As they 
do that, that really sets the 
stage for a massive amount 
of growth as a team, and 
then also as an individual.”

for MORE?
HUNGRY

Visit our website to explore 
our entire recipe collection!

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

WITH CANADIAN AG 
SAFETY Week on the ho-
rizon, the Woolwich Com-
munity Health Centre is 
putting the spotlight on 
family safety initiatives at 
an upcoming event.

Rural community health 
worker Heidi Wagner in-
vites everyone working or 
living on a farm to come to 
the St. Jacobs Lions Hall on 
Mar. 15 to learn more about 
how to stay safe in an agri-
cultural workplace or home. 

This year’s focus is “Be-
ing an Ag Safe Family” – 
similar to last year’s theme, 
but this year, the rally 
will be focusing on adults 
and what they can do to 
mitigate the risks of a farm 
operation. 

On a farm, a deadly or 
injurious incident can hap-
pen in a split second, and 
with the Stop, Think and 
Act initiative, Wagner says 
many farm incidents can 
be avoided. 

“Before you do any-
thing, you need to stop, 
think about what could go 
wrong, whether you are 
well equipped to do this 
job, and then think about 
whether there is anything 
you need to do make it saf-
er, and then you act. It isn’t 
just going into a job with-
out thinking ahead,” she 
said. “You can put that to 
use in everyday life, all the 
time, even with something 
like crossing the street. If 
people can get that as a 
mindset before they take 

LIZ BEVAN

Focus on the family at 
farm safety rally set for 
Mar. 15 in St. Jacobs

shortcuts or before they 
do something that could 
cause an injury, just to take 
a second.”

A new addition at this 
year’s safety rally is a fo-
cus on mental health. The 
mental well-being of farm-
ers is something Wagner 
says doesn’t come up very 
often, but if there are men-
tal health needs that aren’t 
being addressed, it can 
cause big problems. 

“Mental health and 
farming go together, but 
people sometimes have the 
image that all farmers are 
happy and just working in 
the sunshine, toughing it 
out, but there are so many 
factors that come into play 
that they just don’t have 
control over,” she said. 
“You can’t control if it is 
going to rain enough, they 
can’t control the prices of 
their product which can 
be an added stressor. But, 
there are so many things 
that they can control. They 

can control their work en-
vironment, making sure 
they are working safely 
and profitably. If you are 
worrying about crops, per-
sonal matters or whatever 
farmers worry about, how 
safe are you when you are 
working?”

A WCHC counsellor will 
be on hand to help farm-
ers deal with the isolation 
that comes with working 
and living on the farm, and 
how to manage negative 
thoughts that can distract 
workers and families from 
the task at hand. 

Agricultural-related 
deaths have been in decline 
over the last few years, and 
with the Farm Safety Rally, 
Wagner says WCHC wants 
to help keep those numbers 
going down. 

“Just looking at the 
statistics here, from 1990-
2001, there was an average 
of 116 people who died. 
From 2002-2012, it dropped 
to 85 per year. We want to 
keep reducing those num-
bers. It is still a lot of peo-
ple, but we’re hoping that 
people become even more 
aware of what they can do 
to avoid becoming one of 
those numbers,” she said. 

The Farm Safety Rally 
takes place on Mar. 15 at 
7:30 p.m. and will run for 
about two hours. There 
will be door prizes, refresh-
ments and snacks avail-
able. No pre-registration is 
required and the event is 
open to anyone. To learn 
more, call WCHC at 519-
664-3794.

Heidi Wagner of WCHC says this year’s 
safety rally is all about reducing fatal 
incidents on farms. [FILE PHOTO]
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ACROSS
1. Some black-clad teens
5. Oceanic tunicate
10. Seaweed-wrapped fare
15. Word before course, 
sometimes
16. It may be living or dead
18. Rub out, mob-style
19. One who puts you in 
your place
20. Amateur video subject, 
maybe
22. Big coffee holder
24. The Beatles, “Let it __”
25. FM alternative
26. Bank offering, for short
27. “Flying Down to ___”
28. Provoke into action
30. Campaigned
32. One thousandth of an 
ampere
33. Result of overexercise
35. Combustible heap
37. Brain section
39. Greeting
40. Yours truly
41. Abscess stuff

43. Beaver State
44. Tennyson poem
46. Warm & comfy
47. You and I
48. Possessive pronoun
49. Letter opener
52. Elegance
53. Fashionable
54. Departed
55. Old capital on Tokyo Bay
56. Sex and the ___, TV 
series
57. Off’s opposite
58. Blue-ribbon
59. Sean Connery, for one
60. Podded plant
61. Byzantine
62. ___ and aahs
63. “When pigs fly!”
65. Banned pesticide
66. Pueblo Indian
67. Word in a simile
68. Wild time, slangily
70. Rwandan tribe
72. Round wicker basket

DOWN
1. Large Asian fish
2. Rainn Wilson sitcom, 
with “The”
3. Element #2’s symbol
4. Like a bug in a rug
6. Message from our 
sponsor
7. Court ploy
8. Docking spot
9. Used before a vowel
10. Bottom line
11. My group
12. Actor ___ LaBeouf
13. Word in Hillary’s 
campaign slogan
14. Baghdad resident
17. Cerebral edema
21. “___ la la!”
23. Aye’s opposite
25. Pain reliever
29. Sink beneath surface
31. Divorce payment
32. Combine
34. Adhesive
36. “... ___ he drove out 
of sight”

38. Close to
42. Take advantage of
45. Hanger-on
46. Move on a PC, in a way
50. Flurries
51. Fail to keep
52. Deception
53. Setting for TV’s 
“Newhart”
54. Figured out
56. PC “brain”
57. Hunky-dory
58. “Switched ___ Birth”
59. ‘86 Peter Gabriel album
64. “Miss ___ Regrets”
65. Coif
66. Stock market figures
69. Arctic bird
71. “__ All Night”

“It’s all in your head” is really the case, with biology trumping psychology

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. When does biology 
trump psychology in hu-
man behavior?

A. A case in point: After 
a Virginia teacher started 
collecting sex magazines, 
visiting child pornography 
websites, and then mak-
ing subtle advances on his 
young stepdaughter, he was 
convicted of child molesta-
tion, say David Myers and C. 
Nathan Dewall in “Explor-
ing Psychology.” Despite 
his participation in a sexual 
addiction rehabilitation 
program, his sexual urges 
still overwhelmed him and 
a prison sentence awaited 

him. Just before that hap-
pened, he checked himself 
into the local ER complain-
ing of a headache, suicidal 
thoughts and distress over 
his uncontrollable impuls-
es, which even led him to 
proposition the nurses.

Enter biology: A brain 
scan located an egg-sized 
tumor behind his right 
temple, which, once re-
moved, lessened his lewd 
impulses. He was able to 
return home to his wife and 
stepdaughter. But a year 
later, the tumor partially 
grew back and with it his 
sexual urges; again, an op-
eration to remove this new 
tumor reduced the urges.

As the authors explain, 
this case illustrates your 
likely belief that you reside 
in your head. “Indeed, no 
principle is more central 

to today’s psychology than 
this: ‘Everything psycho-
logical is simultaneously 
biological.’”
Q. How far away from 
Earth is the sun in light 
years? 
A. Actually, it’s only eight 
“light minutes” away, at 
186,000 miles per second, 
or about 92,956,000 miles. 
This distance from Earth 
to the sun is defined as one 
“astronomical unit” (AU). 

The planet Jupiter is 
about 5.2 AU from Earth, or 
roughly 484 million miles; 
Neptune at 30 AU is 2.8 
billion miles away. Voyager 
1, a spacecraft launched 
in 1977, is currently 136 
AU away, or 12,748 billion 
miles. Is your head spin-
ning by now? Then just 
two more: It is 279,000 AU 
(about 26 trillion miles) 

to Alpha Centauri and 
266,000 AU (about 25 tril-
lion miles) to Proxima 
Centauri, the stars closest 
to Earth (from “Discover” 
magazine).

Russian entrepreneur 
Yuri Milner is funding re-
search into tiny spacecraft 
weighing only about a 
gram or two and attached 
to an ultrathin “light sail” a 
few square meters in area. 
Once lofted into space by 
a conventional rocket, the 
sail will deploy and Earth-
based lasers will direct 
powerful beams of light 
onto the sails, accelerat-
ing the “nanocraft” to 20% 
the speed of light. At such 
speeds, they could reach 
Pluto in a few days or the 
Alpha Centauri star system 
in 20 years, radioing back 
photos and sensor data. 

Says Milner, “For the first 
time in human history, we 
can do more than just gaze 
at the stars. We can actu-
ally reach them.”
Q. Over the last decade, 
roughly half of the 
municipalities in the 
U.S. have upgraded their 
street lighting to energy 
efficient and long-lived 
LEDs (light-emitting 
diodes), saving residents 
money and reducing 
greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Yet one profession 
in particular is unhappy 
about this trend. Who 
would that be?
A. Astronomers, notes 
Daniel Clery writing in 
“Science” magazine. The 
problem is not that LEDs 
are brighter; it’s their color. 
Old-fashioned lighting is 
typically “soft,” with a yel-
low hue, while LEDs emit 

a harsh white containing a 
significant component of 
blue. And since blue light 
scatters more in the atmo-
sphere than red light (that’s 
why the sky is blue), LEDs 
create more light pollution 
haze. This haze degrades 
night-sky viewing by eye 
and telescope, frustrating 
astronomers.

Now LEDs with a softer, 
more reddish spectrum are 
becoming available, and 
some cities are adopting 
them. With appropriate 
lighting fixtures and ad-
jacent landscaping, these 
newer LEDs can actually 
reduce haze.

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403
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Assemble first eight in-
gredients in a large bowl.

In another bowl, mix 
dressing ingredients.

Pour dressing over beans 
and mix gently.

Refrigerate overnight. 
Stir if you think of it to 
keep beans coated in dress-
ing.

Drain liquid before serv-
ing or take out small por-
tions with a slotted spoon.
Serves 8-10.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 
or email donna.atasteofnostal-
gia@gmail.com.

Dressing:
3/4 cup white sugar
1 cup vinegar
2 Tbsp. olive or canola oil
1/2 tsp. dry mustard
1/4 tsp. salt
Freshly ground black pepper

Bean and 
Corn Salad
1 – 840ml kidney beans, 
rinsed and drained
1 – 398ml cut yellow beans, 
drained
1 – 398ml cut green beans, 
drained
1 – 400ml whole kernel corn, 
drained
2 celery ribs, thinly sliced
1 medium green pepper, 
chopped
1/2 cup red sweet pepper, 
chopped
1/2 cup green onion, sliced
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CHEF’S TABLE: Beans offer lots of versatility
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Madison St., W. Monkton, ON • 519-347-9999

ONE DAY
Country style buffet

saturday, March 11

DINNER BUFFET: 4PM-8:00PM
Adults: $17.75  Seniors (65+) $13.75

Children (5-12) $7.50  Children (Under 5) $3.00

all you
can eat!
all you
can eat!

HOT BUFFET, SOUP & SALAD, HOT ENTREES & DESSERT

LUNCH BUFFET: 12pM-3:30PM
Adults: $17.75  Seniors (65+) $13.75

Children (5-12) $7.50  Children (Under 5) $3.00

TO
RESERVE

CALL:

MARCH 2-5

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

HOT 
BUY 

SALE!FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

9AM
9AM
11AM

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

9AM
9AM
9AM

9PM
9PM
9PM

THURSDAY 9AM 9PM
9PM
6PM
5PM

SALE HOURS

OUR HOURS

#1 
TOP 

SELLER

MODERN
LEDGESTONE

AC4 - GUNSTOCK
4MM CLICK VINYL

HOT BUY!

$157 $297
per sq ft
regular $899

per sq ft
regular $399

IN 
STOCK

IN 
STOCK

12MM 

THICK!

WIDE BOARD 
DISTRESSED

NOBLESE
LAMINATE

HOT BUY LAMINATE

$137 $127
per sq ft
regular $399

per sq ft
regular $199

IN 
STOCK

IN 
STOCK

18”x18”
PORCELAIN

13”x13”
PORCELAIN

HOT BUY TILE

87¢ $117
per sq ft
regular $299

per sq ft
regular $199

IN 
STOCK

#1 
TOP 

SELLER

IN 
STOCK

#1 
TOP 

SELLER

SOLID 3/4”
OAK OR MAPLE

HANDSCRAPED 
SOLID BAMBOO

HOT BUY HARDWOOD

$177 $297
per sq ft
regular $599

per sq ft
regular $399

IN 
STOCK

IN 
STOCK made in 

CANADA

HOT BUY EXTRAS!
3/4” SOLID

STAIR TREADS
MDF PRIMED
BASEBOARDS

$3599
each
reg $5999

OAK /
MAPLE

$177
/ LIN FT

$16767¢

  
3     ” 7/8 5¼” 5½” 

made in 
CANADA

/ LIN FT/ LIN FT

group can boast.
McGovern, as well as 

Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz, drilled a hole into a 
sugar maple at the front of 
the farm before hammer-
ing in a spile and waiting 
for it to drip into the festi-
val’s red sap bucket. 

“The maple syrup indus-
try here in this area is alive 
and well and we’re just 
happy to be able to be part 
of it and wish you all the 
best in the coming season. 
And we’re looking for a 

little bit colder weather for 
you,” said Shantz.

Region of Waterloo Chair 
Ken Seiling said the region 
may be often thought of as 
just a high-tech sector, but 
that’s clearly not the case.

“The agricultural sec-
tor is actually one of the 
biggest chunks of our 
economy here and the 
syrup industry is a big part 
of that. I hope you have a 
good season, we’re looking 
forward to our new syrup 
this year,” Seiling said.

Kitchener-Conestoga MP 

Harold Albrecht finished 
off the speaking portion 
of the event before guests 
were treated to a pancake 
and sausage breakfast with 
plenty of the sweet stuff.

“Special congratula-
tions to Maple Tap Farms, 
another good year. Thank 
you for your participation,” 
Albrecht said.

“And it’s great to see 
the innovative technology 
that’s being used to im-
prove the quality and the 
quantity of maple syrup 
that’s produced.”

FIRST TAP: Production is well underway
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in this region has prob-
ably had two or three good 
boils,” Hoover said.

But so far the sap seems 
normal. Usually a sugar 
bush averages between two 
and three per cent, but two 
years ago the first couple of 
runs were really watery, and 
they were only one per cent. 
This meant they had to do a 
lot of boiling to turn it into 
syrup, but this year’s crop 
seems normal thus far.

“If you do a good job 
boiling and all the equip-
ment’s clean then the qual-
ity should always be good,” 
Hoover said.

He’s not sure how long 
the season will last for 
tapping, but according to 
Environment Canada we’re 
expected to have a cold 
March and April, so they 
could be boiling all the way 
into May.

The lack of frost right 
now is their main concern, 
however.

“Normally there’d be one 
or two feet of frost on the 
ground at this time of year 
and all your roads buckle 
and all that fun stuff. Well 
then if we get a week of 
warm weather we don’t care 
because that foot of frost, 
the trees don’t make the 
buds pop, because they’re 
not growing yet because the 
roots are frozen, whereas 
this year with no frost, if we 
get a warm spell we could 
be in trouble,” Hoover ex-
plained.

Dave Chapeskie, ex-
ecutive director of the 
International Maple Syrup 
Institute, says it’s still early 
in the season to assess what 

the 2017 season prospects 
are like, but the less than 
wintry weather could pose a 
problem.

“Southwestern Ontario 
and more southerly areas 
in the U.S. are starting to 
report because of the warm 
temperatures they’ve ex-
perienced in the early start 
up in some areas that it’s 
possible the crop will be not 
as good as in recent years, 
it could be impacted by the 
warmer weather patterns. 
That’s just preliminary 
predictions right now,” 
Chapeskie said.

He notes people who use 
buckets to collect sap, rath-
er than tubing and vacuums 
would be hurt the most by 
the reduced sap flows.

“Those very warm tem-
peratures, which are not 
conducive to sap flow, if 
they extend over a sig-
nificant period of time they 
could hurt the sap runs and 
the production prospects. 
You want the frosty nights. 
Temperatures, the ideal 
pattern is something like 
five degrees above during 
the day time and minus-
five during the nighttime.”

SYRUP SEASON: Warm weather a big impact
FROM | 3

Maple Tap Farms was named maple syrup producer of the year for the second year in a row in the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival competition. 
Andrew, Jennifer and Wally Sallans were given their award on Feb. 24 by festival chair Drew McGovern and Waterloo-Wellington Maple 
Syrup Producers Association president Terry Hoover. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]


