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KINGS EVEN UP
SERIES WITH A 
WIN IN KITCHENER

STEVE KANNON

Up close and personal with the Humane Society

Kitchener-Waterloo Humane Society’s Sandra Enns and her dog, Penny, visited students at St. Jacobs Public School on Tuesday to teach them about different animals, what the humane society does, and how to 
approach (or not approach) an animal which is a stranger. Here, Grade 4 student Charlotte McMillan takes her turn petting Penny. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Woolwich
to push ahead 
with new 
sidewalks in 
Elmira 
reconstruction 
project

RESIDENTS OF AN ELMIRA neighbour-
hood will have new sidewalks, some of 
them leading nowhere, foisted on them 
when the township reconstructs an area 
around Snyder Avenue North.

In voting Tuesday night to spend some 
$2 million on the project, council indulged 
Woolwich’s sidewalk fetish over the ob-
jections of both Ward 1 councillors and a 
neighbourhood resident. The township 
plans to push ahead with sidewalks on 
both sides of the reconstructed roadways.

“There’s not very many people who use 
the sidewalk,” said William Street home-
owner Jon Millar of the existing walkways. 
“I don’t understand why there needs to be 
a sidewalk on our side of the street.”

Citing council’s recent decision to scrap 
plans for a second sidewalk on Green 
Warbler Crescent in Elmira, he said new 
walkways are both unneeded and a waste 
of money.

“This is a good exception, too, where 
there doesn’t need to be a sidewalk.”

Concerns were raised by both Coun. 
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Read Guarantee on all boxes

Available in health food stores and in many
participating pharmacies and grocery stores. If
your favourite store doesn’t carry Bell Products,
tell them to give us a call. You can order direct on
our website, or call us with your Visa or
MasterCard. S&H $9.95. No S&H charges 
if three or more bottles are ordered.

1-800-333-7995
www.BellLifestyle.ca

Store locations on our website.

Over 60 natural health products on our website. 
All Bell products come with a Money-Back Guarantee.

Founder’s own story: Eighteen years ago I started to
have arthritis, as well as prostate, kidney, snoring
and sleep apnea problems,  which were all helped
quickly with natural health products. I made it my
life’s purpose to help others. Nick A. Jerch.

All products have NPN licences. All come with a 
money-back guarantee. To ensure this product is 

right for you, always read the label and follow 
the directions of use.

®

® Indicates a registered trademark of Bell Lifestyle Products Inc.

Improve Your 
Health Naturally!

Within 3-5 days most
men can lead a normal
life again. Helps stop
dribbling, burning and
rushing to the bathroom
frequently. Get up once a
night or not at all. Helps
reduce difficulty in
urination associated with
the early stages of BPH
(Benign prostatic hyper-
plasia). Helps prevent
recurrent urinary tract
infections (UTIs). Provides
antioxidants. 
� “Best product on the
market. I had 100% relief. I don't have to get up anymore during
the night. My sex life has changed completely. I'm a new man
today. Thanks a million times for this incredible tea.” Oleg Kerler,
Thornhill, ON. �“Prostate Ezee Flow Tea worked quickly for a
non-tea drinker! My wife bought your Prostate Ezee Flow Tea and
made me drink it. Within a week, my urine flow was back to normal
with no more burning. Also, I do not get up as often during the
night. I’m now a tea drinker. I am very happy with the results. Great
product!” John Hurlbut, 56, London, ON. 

Frequent bathroom trips?
Prostate Ezee Flow Tea ®

New & Improved Eroxil TM

for Sexual Stamina
EroxilTM (Product #6)
helps to support
male virility and
energy. Promotes
healthy circulation.
Helps support sexual
stamina and perform-
ance. GMO Free and
Allergen Free. Many
testimonials on our
website with full
names and towns.
�“Eroxil is the
best of all the supplements for men I’ve tried.  Boosts my sex drive
and I’m able to function anytime.” Angus Gutke, 45, Calgary, AB.
�“Regained virility in three days. My libido was restored
for good sex.  I’ve also given it to friends with the same results.
One of them is a diabetic and overweight.” Dr. Louis Rolland, 72,
St. Hyacinthe, QC. �“Wow! I feel like I did thirty years
ago. My partner said I should have done it a lot sooner. She is
one happy camper again.” John Warner, 81, ON.

GUARANTEED

(Product #6) NPN 80051008

Natural heart-healthy formula made with CholesstrinolTM

(A patented, proprietary formula composed of orange
fruit and African oil palm extracts), delivers clinically proven
results that include significantly
improved healthy total LDL,
VLDL and HDL cholesterol
levels  as well as improved
triglyceride levels. True
success stories: �“After
taking Bell Cholesterol
Control, my doctor told me my
cholesterol and triglycerides
were under control and he
was amazed at the change.
This is a good product.”
Jerome Nettles, 51,
Monroeville, AL. �“I was
on a drug and experienced
side effects.  I decided to try
your product and after the
second bottle, my cholesterol
went from 7.25 to 5.64.  I’m
delighted.” Shirley Mrazek,
83, Albert Bridge., NS. (Product #14) NPN 80041754

Cholesterol Control TM

Bell Blood Pressure
Formulation Combo is
formulated to help maintain
healthy blood pressure levels
and overall cardiovascular
health in adults.  True
success stories: �“I
was on three blood
pressure drugs. They did
not work.  After starting Bell
Blood Pressure Formulation,
my readings are generally
well below 120/80.” Dona A.
Anderson, 76, Sooke, BC.
�At work, my driver’s
medical test was too high
at 170/100.  After taking Bell
Blood Pressure Formulation
Combo for a few days, my
BP went down to 128/84,
which allowed me to pass
my work medical.”  Kris
Geier, 48, Windsor, ON.

(Product #26) NPN 80063321

Blood Pressure 
Formulation Combo

TM

(Product #4A) NPN 80051642

Results may vary from one person to another.

100% Truthful testimonials with full names and towns. Those who have provided their endorsement or
testimonial for using Bell Lifestyle products have received one (1) free Bell product of their choice.

�AVAILABLE IN ELMIRA Green Valley Health & Herbs 9A Church St E.

Wellesley seeking public input on uses for new recreation land
Concepts developed by Fanshawe College students to be on display at open house Thursday night

XXXXXXXXXXX

SITTING ON 40 ACRES of 
land in Wellesley Village, 
the township is looking for 
residents to help prioritize 
future recreational uses.

To that end, the town-
ship is hosting an open 
forum tonight (Thursday) 
to field questions from res-
idents, hear suggestions, 
as well as offer the oppor-
tunity to look at some con-
ceptual plans of how the 
space could be used.

“We want people’s say. 
We really need them to be 
involved,” said recreation 
director Brad Voisin.

Council approved the 
purchase of the land last 
fall. The land is located on 

the corner of Queen’s Bush 
and Hutchison roads.

Wellesley purchased the 
land for future recreation 
purposes, as recommend-
ed through public consul-
tations during the 2014 
recreation and culture 
master plan process.

“The master plan dis-
cusses bigger and regula-
tion-size soccer fields for 
Wellesley, more trails, a 
skateboard park, possible 
tennis courts,” Voisin said 
of some ideas proposed for 
the land.

The township also part-
nered with the Fanshawe 
College landscape design 
program to develop 10 con-
ceptual plans to get some 
ideas of how the space 

could be used. They’ll be 
on display at Thursday 
night’s forum.

“They’re just conceptual 
plans. Nothing has been 
brought to council. It’s just 
an idea to get a conversa-
tion going on more of what 
the people would like to 
see,” Voisin said.

He says the last time the 
township purchased rec-
reation land was in 2004 
to build the Linwood Com-
munity Centre.

From what he’s heard 
in the community, there’s 
a desire for more recre-
ational opportunities from 
residents, township-wide.

“Right now the parkland 

WHITNEY NEILSON

Wellesley Township, which owns the 40 acres on the corner of Queen’s Bush and Hutchison roads in Wellesley Village, is looking for 
residents’ input on how to develop the recreational land at an open forum in Crosshill tonight. [SUBMITTED]
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NEWS | 3THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2017

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

FR
EE

DELI
VER

Y
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Fast, Friendly & Professional Service

10 Church St. W., Elmira

SAMER MIKHAIL
PHARMACIST/OWNER

• Compression Stockings
   (Standard & Customized)

• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose 
   Monitor & Teaching 
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPER ATED
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Conestogo 
residents to pay 
for extension of 
municipal water
When the region reconstructs Sawmill 
Road, 63 property owners will split 
the cost of providing option to tap in

have indicated they’re in 
favour, bringing the split to 
55-45, said Kennaley.

Addressing council, 
Sawmill Road resident 
Dean Piesner asked if those 
content to remain on their 
own wells would be forced 
to pay as well if the project 
goes ahead, which will in 
fact be the case.

“All the benefitting or 
potentially benefitting 
property owners would be 
required to pay their pro-
portionate share of the cost 
of providing municipal wa-
ter,” said Kennaley. 

Piesner drew general 
laughter when he ques-
tioned the cost estimates 
on a regional project, 
comparing it to the large 
cost overruns for light rail 
transit.

“There was an estimate 
... it was $8,000 to begin 
with, and [now] $8,500 for 
a hook-up; was that esti-
mate prepared by the same 
people that estimated the 
$818 million for the ION? 
So could that possibly be 
$20,000 or $25,000? 

Property owners won’t 
be forced to hook up to 
the water service, thus 
incurring ever-increasing 
monthly charges, but 
should they do so it will 
come at an extra cost. Each 
will be responsible for the 
installation of laterals and 
connections to the home’s 
plumbing system.

If the project is ultimate-
ly approved, the estimated 
$8,500 share cost will be 
payable as a lump sum or 
amortized over a period, 
typically 20 years, at an 
interest rate of prime plus 
two per cent.

WITH RESIDENTS IN FA-
VOUR by a split of 55-45 
per cent, Woolwich will 
install new water lines in 
Conestogo when the region 
reconstructs Sawmill Road. 
Every homeowner will be 
forced to pay a share of the 
cost, estimated at about 
$8,500 apiece, whether or 
not they tap into municipal 
water.

The installation of a new 
watermain will piggyback 
on a major reconstruction 
of the roadway by the Re-
gion of Waterloo, providing 
a good opportunity to have 
the services put in place at 
a reasonable cost, director 
of engineering and plan-
ning Dan Kennaley told 
councillors meeting Tues-
day night.

The work will see Saw-
mill Road rebuilt from 
Musselman Crescent to 
the bridge at the Grand 
River, as well as portions 
of Northfield Drive 300 
metres south and north of 
Sawmill Road.

A watermain will be ex-
tended from the Conestogo 
Plains well to the Grand 
River, with the eventual 
goal of running it out to the 
Golf Course Road subdivi-
sion as a replacement for 
the current water supply 
system in that part of Con-
estogo. 

A survey last fall of the 63 
property owners currently 
on private services along 
that stretch of roadway 
drew 51 responses, with 53 
per cent favouring the op-
tion to have municipal wa-
ter. Since then, two of those 
who didn’t initially respond 

STEVE KANNON

He’s the toast of the town
Expressive Café’s Frank Austin to receive Communication and Leadership 
Award from Toastmasters in recognition for his eff orts to help others

Elmira’s Frank Austin is being recognized by Toastmasters District 86 for his strong communication and leadership in running the Expressive Café for those with aphasia. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

FRANK AUSTIN WAS TICK-
LED to find out he’d be 
receiving an award for his 
work through the Elmira 
aphasia group he started, 
the Expressive Café.

But, he’s never been in 
it for the recognition. He’s 
often said the group has 
helped him as much as 
he’s helped the other par-
ticipants, who are fellow 
stroke survivors living with 
the challenges of aphasia. 

Austin was selected as 
the recipient of the Toast-
masters District 86 Com-
munication and Leader-
ship Award.

“For them to acknowl-
edge me for what I’m trying 
to do and everything else, 
it’s a heck of a feather in 
my hat,” Austin said.

He was nominated after 
someone from the local 
Toastmasters group saw 
him speaking. He says he 
likes how well Expressive 
Café and Toastmasters’ 
missions align.

When he receives his 
award in Kitchener on Apr. 
29, he has the opportunity 

WHITNEY NEILSON to speak to the group dur-
ing their Communication 
and Leadership Luncheon, 
and this time he’s using 
the chance to speak about 
something other than 
strokes.

“Now I have to put a dif-
ferent hat on and I haven’t 
done that for awhile, but 
this is good and challeng-
ing for me,” Austin said.

He’s already started 
working on his presenta-
tion, which he says has let 
him put on his old busi-
ness hat and reminded 
him what it was like to be a 
leader and a manager. He’ll 
share what works for him 
when it comes to commu-
nication and leadership.

“I enjoyed it simply be-
cause of nine years after 
living with nothing but 
everything related with 
stroke and so forth, it’s go-
ing to be something differ-
ent, get back to what I used 
to do, a little business,” 
Austin said.

He’s actually excited 
to meet the people who 
nominated and selected 
him, and says he’s not at all 
nervous.

Dennis Bartel, public re-
lations manager for District 
86 Toastmasters, explains 
how the award is chosen. 
They put out nominations 
throughout all of their 
members from the district 
– approximately 5,000 
members – and then the 
members nominate some-
one that they feel would be 
a good recipient.

It has to be someone 
within their district who 
is not a Toastmaster and 
has excellent communica-
tion skills, leadership and 
follows the Toastmasters 
values.

He received the submis-
sions and then he sent his 
recommendation to the 
district committee to make 
the final selection. He says 
Austin stood out for him as 
an excellent recipient.

“For me personally, it 
wasn’t really the stroke, 
which is a sad thing. It was 
having to retrain himself 
to communicate and then 
helping others in a safe en-
vironment, similar to what 
Toastmasters do with their 
clubs,” Bartel said.

Bartel was impressed by 

the fact that Austin doesn’t 
have to help others who 
are going through the same 
struggles, but he chooses 
to.

Austin also spends 
plenty of time at the Grand 
River Hospital visiting 
people as a volunteer with 
Stroke Recovery KW.

Bartel says the award 
is important to continue 
year after year because it 
helps get the Toastmasters 
name out there, but also 
they want to recognize 
those who are not Toast-
masters but are doing the 
same things that they do 
as an organization: help-
ing people become better 
communicators and better 
leaders.

Austin had heard of 
Toastmasters after he had 
his stroke but before he 
started Expressive Café and 
he wanted to get in touch 
with them. But at the time 
he didn’t follow through 
because he wasn’t sure 
of himself and wasn’t as 
strong in his speaking as he 
wanted to be.
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2   YEARS/48,000 KM 
 COMPLIMENTARY 
OIL CHANGES** 5   YEARS/160,000 KM 

 POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY▲ 5   YEARS/160,000 KM 

 ROADSIDE 
ASSISTANCE ▲

ALL NEW ELIGIBLE VEHICLES COME WITH: 

        CHEVROLET 
 COMPLETE CARE 

CRUZE PREMIER RS MODEL SHOWN

SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB LT Z71  
TRUE NORTH EDITION MODEL SHOWN

EQUINOX PREMIER MODEL SHOWNEQUINOX PREMIER MODEL SHOWN

CRUZE PREMIER RS MODEL SHOWN

*Available manufacturer to dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive). This credit is available to cash customers only; customers who choose to finance or lease their vehicles will forego some or all of these credits which will result in a higher effective cost of credit on their 
transaction. Includes GM Card Application Bonus on select vehicles (details). Lease based on a purchase price of $23,413 for a 2017 Cruze Air, includes $1,000 Lease Cash Bonus manufacturer to consumer credit (tax exclusive) and $500 GM Card Application Bonus (offer 
applies to individuals who apply for a Scotiabank GM Visa Card (GM Card) or current GM Card cardholders) (tax inclusive). Bi-weekly payment is $98 for 60 months at 0.5% lease rate on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. The $49 weekly payments 
is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments of $98. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $0 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $12,800 plus applicable taxes. Option to purchase 
at lease end is $8,083. Price and total obligation exclude license, insurance, PPSA, registration, taxes, dealer fees and optional equipment. Other lease options are available. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with other 
offers. See your dealer for conditions and details. General Motors of Canada Company reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. 0% purchase financing offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, 
Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 84 months on a new or demonstrator 2017 CHEVROLET Equinox. Model shown may include optional equipment available at extra cost. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade 
and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly/Bi-weekly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $20,000 at 0.99% APR, the monthly payment is $247 for 84 months. Cost of borrowing is $748, total 
obligation is $20,748. Freight and air tax ($100, if applicable) included. Please see your dealer for the most accurate and up-to-date product and pricing details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal 
Bank of Canada. $5,500 Cash Credit is a Manufacturer to Dealer, (Tax exclusive) credit and applies to cash purchases of new 2017 Chevrolet Equinox models at participating dealers in Canada. By selecting lease or finance offers, consumers are foregoing this $5,500 
credit which will result in higher effective interest rates. Dealer may sell for less. Offer may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without 
notice. See dealer for details. Limited time only. Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada. $10,500 Total Value is a combined total credit for cash purchases on select 2017 trucks. Credit consists of: Eligible 2017 Chevrolet Silverado Double Cab True North: 
$4,080 manufacturer-to-dealer cash credit (tax exclusive), $1,600 manufacturer-to-dealer (tax exclusive) Truck Month Credit, $820 manufacturer-to-dealer Option Package Discount Credit on the 1LT trim (tax exclusive), $1,000 GM Card Application Bonus (offer applies 
to individuals who apply for a Scotiabank GM Visa Card (GM Card) or current GM Card cardholders) (tax inclusive) and $3,000 manufacturer-to-dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive) towards the retail cash purchase, finance or lease for an eligible new 2017 Silverado 
Double Cab  at participating dealers. On all offers: Void where prohibited. See dealer for details. Discounts vary by model. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers 
in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not combined with 
certain other consumer incentives. Regular GM Card Application Bonus: Offer applies to individuals who apply for a Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Card (GM Card) or current Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Cardholders. Credit valid towards the retail purchase or lease of one eligible 
2017 model year Chevrolet delivered in Canada between March 1 and March 31, 2017. Credit is a manufacturer to consumer incentive (tax inclusive) and credit value depends on model purchased: $500 credit available on: Chevrolet Camaro, Sonic, Cruze, Cruze Limited, 
Malibu (excluding L model), Volt (including 2017 MY Volt) and Trax; $750 credit available on: Chevrolet Impala, Equinox, Express, Traverse and Colorado (except 2SA), Suburban, Tahoe; $1,000 credit available on: Chevrolet Silverado, Silverado HD. Offer is transferable to a 
family member living within the same household (proof of address required). As part of the transaction, dealer may request documentation and contact General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) to verify eligibility. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may 
not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Certain limitations or conditions apply. Void where prohibited. See your GM Canada dealer for details. GM Canada reserves the right to amend or terminate. 1U.S. Government 5-Star Safety Ratings are part of the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA’s) New Car Assessment Program (www.SaferCar.gov).2Vehicle user interfaces are products of Apple and Google and their terms and privacy statements apply. Requires compatible smartphone and data plan rates 
apply.3Visit onstar.ca for coverage maps, details and system limitations. Service plan required. Available 4G LTE with Wi-Fi hotspot requires WPA2 compatible mobile device and data plan. Data plans provided by AT&T. Services vary by model, service plan, conditions as well 
as geographical and technical restrictions. OnStar with 4G LTE connectivity is available on select vehicle models and in select markets. Vehicle must be started or in accessory mode to access Wi-Fi.4The Chevrolet Equinox received the lowest number of problems per 100 
vehicles among city cars in a tie in the J.D. Power 2016 Initial Quality Study, based on 80,157 total responses, evaluating 245 models, and measures the opinions of new 2016 vehicle owners after 90 days of ownership, surveyed in February-May 2016. Your experiences may 
vary. Visit jdpower.com.5MyLink functionality varies by model. Full functionality requires compatible Bluetooth and smartphone, and USB connectivity for some devices. Visit chevrolettotalconnect.ca for more details.**The 2-Year Scheduled Lube-Oil-Filter Maintenance 
Program provides eligible customers in Canada, who have purchased, leased or financed a new eligible 2017 MY Chevrolet, Buick, or GMC vehicle (excluding Spark EV), with an AC Delco oil and filter change, in accordance with the oil life monitoring system and the Owner’s 
Manual, for 2 years or 48,000KMs, whichever occurs first, with a limit of four (4) Lube-Oil-Filter services in total, performed at participating GM Dealers. Fluid top offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc. are not covered. This offer may not 
be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. GM Canada reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations 
apply. See dealer for details. ▲Whichever comes first. See dealer for limited warranty details.

FEATURES:
NHTSA OVERALL VEHICLE 5-STAR SAFETY SCORE 1 

 STANDARD APPLE CARPLAY TM2  AND ANDROID AUTOTM2 

CAPABILITY AND ONSTAR 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT3

REMARKABLE FUEL EFFICIENCY 6.0L/100KM HWY

FEATURES:
 REAR VISION CAMERA WITH DYNAMIC GUIDELINES

 CLASS-EXCLUSIVE AUTOMATIC LOCKING REAR DIFFERENTIAL

 CHEVROLET MYLINK WITH 8” COLOUR TOUCH-SCREEN  
AND BLUETOOTH STREAMING5

REMOTE VEHICLE START 

10-WAY POWER SEAT AND MORE

FEATURES:
 “HIGHEST RANKED COMPACT SUV IN INITIAL QUALITY  
IN A TIE IN THE U.S.” BY J.D. POWER IN 20164

ONSTAR 4G LTE WITH WI-FI® CONNECTIVITY3

 SIX AVAILABLE ACTIVE SAFETY FEATURES

STANDARD REAR VISION CAMERA

2017 CRUZE LT AUTO

$49 @ 0.5 % FOR 60   WITH   $0
MONTHS*WEEKLY  

LEASE 
LEASE RATE DOWN PAYMENT

(INCLUDES $500 GM CARD APPLICATION BONUS)

LEASE $98 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:

2017 SILVERADO 1500 
DOUBLE CAB TRUE NORTH EDITION

UP TO

 
$10,500 TOTAL VALUE*

(INCLUDES: $1,000 GM CARD APPLICATION BONUS)

2017 EQUINOX

0 %  FOR  84 (4.0 %)
$5,500

FINANCING MONTHS APR

PLUS $2,000  
FINANCE CASH

IN CASH 
CREDITS*

OR

OFFER ENDS MARCH 31ST.

ONTARIOCHEVROLETDEALERS.CA

DISCOVER CHEVROLET’S  
       INNOVATIVE LINEUP.
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POLICE BLOTTER

Distracted driving campaign 
sees police lay 2,400 charges
IT WAS A BUSY March 
Break for the Ontario 
Provincial Police as offi-
cers laid more than 2,400 
distraction-related charges 
during their annual dis-
tracted driving campaign. 

OPP-investigated colli-
sions that involved an inat-
tentive driver have claimed 

11 lives so far this year – 
almost triple the number 
of deaths compared to this 
time last year (4). Deaths 
linked to this dangerous 
driving behaviour contin-
ue to out-pace speed-relat-
ed (9), alcohol/drug related 
(6) and seat belt-related 
fatalities (3) in 2017.

M A R C H  1 5

5:30 PM | Waterloo Regional 
Police responded to a report of a 
collision on Erbs Road in Wilmot 
Township. A 72-year-old Waterloo 
man was travelling east on Erbs 
Road when his vehicle left the 
road and hit a mailbox. The vehicle 
then crossed the road and hit a 
wooden play structure and a large 
pine tree. The male was taken to 
hospital with minor injuries. The 
cause of the collision is still being 
investigated.

M A R C H  1 6

1:17 AM | Perth County 
Ontario OPP members were 
conducting a RIDE program at the 
intersection of Main Street and Mill 
Street in Milverton when a blue 
Dodge pickup truck was checked. 
Upon speaking to the driver, 
the officer smelled an alcoholic 
beverage on the driver’s breath 
and saw signs of impairment. The 

driver was placed under arrest. 
The 19-year-old Perth East man 
was subsequently charged with 
‘impaired driving’ and ‘drive mo-
tor vehicle with over 80 milligrams 
of alcohol.’ He was released from 
custody and is to appear at the 
Ontario Court of Justice in Stratford 
on Apr. 3. His driver’s licence was 
suspended for 90 days and the 
truck was seized for seven days.

10:30 AM | Police received 
a report of a stolen motor 
vehicle from a rural residence on 
Side Road 15 in the Township of 
Mapleton. The vehicle is described 
as a white 2010 GMC Sierra bearing 
Ontario marker 2207FT. It was 
stolen sometime around midnight. 
The keys had been left in the ve-
hicle. Any person with information 
regarding this incident is asked to 
contact the Wellington County OPP 
at 1-888-310-1122. Should you wish 
to remain anonymous, you may 

call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 (TIPS) or submit a tip on-line 
at www.csgw.tips. You may be 
eligible for a reward from Crime 
Stoppers of up to $2,000.

8:00 PM | Regional police 
responded to a collision between 
a car and a motorcycle near 
Breslau. A 66-year-old Kitchener 
man was travelling northbound 
in the left turn lane of Victoria 
Street North, approaching Ebycrest 
Road, where, at the same time, a 

green Kawasaki ZX6 driven by a 
31-year-old Kitchener man was 
southbound in the right lane of 
Victoria Street. The Buick turned 
left in front of the motorcycle, 
which struck the right front fender 
of the car, causing the rider to 
be ejected over the car, landing 
on the southwest corner of the 
intersection. The motorcyclist 
was transported to Grand River 
Hospital by ambulance before 
being transferred to Hamilton 
General Hospital in critical condi-

COLLISION CAUSES DELAYS AT BUSY ELMIRA INTERSECTION

A red Mazda was involved in a collision on Arthur 
Street at Listowel Road in Elmira on Mar. 17. Emergency 
crews responded, and the intersection remained open 
while the scene was analyzed and cleaned up. 
[LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Woolwich OKs 
kennel bid

The pitter-patter of paws is a ways 
off, but the way has been cleared for 
a new breeding kennel at a Lobsinger 
Line farm.

Meeting this week, Woolwich council 
approved an application from Amon B. 
Martin to operate a breeding operation 
with up to 25 dogs at 1861 Lobsinger 
Line. 

He’s been running a similar operation 
in Wellesley Township since 2004, 
housing a mixed breed of cockapoo 
puppies. Having inspected that site, 
Woolwich staff had no problem 
recommending approval, said clerk 

Val Hummel to councillors on Tuesday 
night.

In response to questions about 
potential noise and its impact on 
neighbours, Martin said he would 
consider measures such as a fence 
or berms if any issues arise with the 
operation.

Hummel noted the township would 
be monitoring the operation once it’s 
up and running.

“Staff took the opinion of ‘let’s build 
it and see what happens.’”

Before that time, however, 
Martin needs approval for his plans to 
construct a kennel facility, including a 
building permit and inspection of the 
completed structure, before applying 
for the formal kennel licence.

Targeted attack 
halted online 
exam, says EQAO

A targeted distributed denial of service 
(DDoS) cyberattack was the cause of 
the technical issues that led to the 
cancellation of online Ontario Secondary 
School Literacy Test (OSSLT) in October, 
the Education Quality and Accountability 
Office’s (EQAO) said this week.

Looking to move such assessments 
online, EQAO attempted to conduct the 
first province-wide administration of 
the OSSLT on Oct. 20. The assessment 
was cancelled within a few hours, due 
to widespread technical issues with the 

system caused by the DDoS cyberattack.  
The day of the cyberattack, an 

independent third-party forensic 
firm, Deloitte, was retained by EQAO 
to conduct an investigation into the 
incident. The Toronto Police Service 
was also notified shortly thereafter 
and began a separate investigation, 
which has been unable to identify the 
perpetrators of the cyberattack.

“All necessary steps will continue to be 
taken to identify any potential persons 
of interest should new information 
become available,” said Detective 
Constable Nathan Dayler of the Toronto 
Police Service.

The attack appeared to commence just 
after 8 a.m. on Oct. 20, which coincides 
with the start of the school day in 

Ontario. The attack appeared to stop at 
around 12 p.m., which is within one hour 
of EQAO’s announcement that the test 
was cancelled. These observations lead 
to the conclusion that the cyberattack 
specifically targeted the OSSLT. 

Get your shots 
or get you out

As of Mar. 20, there were 2,907 
students in the Waterloo Region who 
are in danger of being suspended 
from school on Mar. 29 because of 
incomplete vaccination records.

Waterloo Region Public Health is 
enforcing the Immunization of School 
Pupils Act, which requires students 
to be immunized against tetanus, 

diphtheria, pertussis, polio, measles, 
mumps, rubella, chickenpox (if born 
after 2010) and meningococcal disease. 

“Enforcing the law ensures that 
children and our community are 
protected against vaccine preventable 
diseases,” said Karen Quigley-Hobbs, 
director of the infectious diseases, 
dental and sexual health division. 
“There is still time to act. Please 
respond as soon as possible to ensure 
we have your information and to avoid 
suspension.”

Students can be suspended for a 
period of up to 20 days, or until the 
proper documentation is provided 
to the regional Public Health office. 
Parents have until 4:30 p.m. on Mar. 28 
to get their paperwork in.

tion. The occupants of the Buick 
were uninjured. The investigation 
is continuing and charges are 
pending.
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1:30 AM | Wellington County 
OPP responded to the report of a 
suspicious vehicle driving up and 
down 8 Line E, near Inverhaugh in 
the Township of Centre Wellington.  
Officers located the 2017 Toyota 
and while speaking with the driver 
detected the odour of an alcoholic 

beverage. A roadside screening 
test was conducted, resulting in a 
fail.  The driver was placed under 
arrest and transported to a local 
OPP Operations Centre for further 
testing. The 21-year-old Waterloo 
woman was charged with ‘driving 
with more than 80 mgs. of alcohol 
in blood.’  Her driver’s licence was 
suspended for 90 days and her 
vehicle seized for seven days. She 
is scheduled to appear in Guelph 
Criminal Court on Apr. 4, 2017 to 
answer to the charge.

GRAND RIVER TRANSIT 
RIDERS, including those 
who use Route 21 in Elmira, 
narrowly avoided service 
disruptions on Monday af-
ter the Region of Waterloo 
and the Local 4304 came to 
a tentative agreement. 

The strike deadline was 
looming, at 12:01 a.m. on 
Mar. 20, but negotiations 
went on past the deadline 
in the interest of working 
out the final details.

“I think we were just 
dealing with some com-
plicated issues that took 

LIZ BEVAN

Deal in the wee hours avoids GRT strike
a little bit of time to work 
out,” said Mike Murray, 
chief administrative officer 
with the region. “The good 
thing was that as we got to 
midnight there was agree-
ment on both sides that we 
were making progress and 
nobody is going to take any 
action at that point and 
that we’ll keep talking and 
reach an agreement that 
night.”

The conditions outlined 
in the agreement will re-
main confidential until 
both the union and the re-
gion vote to ratify the deal. 

President of the Union 

Local 4304, Rick Lonergan, 
says while he can’t talk 
specifics, he believes the 
agreement on the table is 
sound.

“It is a pretty reasonable 
agreement, so it should be 
okay,” he said. “There were 
some contention issues, 
but the majority have been 
dealt with and hopefully 
the members will find that 
reasonable at ratification 
time.”

The region’s 644 GRT 
employees had previously 
voted 98 per cent in favour 

DEAL | 7
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Spring forecast is looking good, but don’t put away those shovels just yet

WHITNEY NEILSON

ON THE FIRST FULL day 
of spring on Tuesday, it 
certainly felt like the ap-
propriate season, but that 
weather didn’t stick around 
for long.

Environment Canada 
senior meteorologist Dave 
Phillips explains spring is a 
fickle season.

“Astronomically it’s here, 
but nobody told nature 
about it. And this is the 
kind of back and forth, the 
kind of tug o’ war that goes 
on this time of the year, 
particularly early spring. 

Winter wants to keep going 
and spring wants to get a 
foothold,” he said.

What makes it a little 
different this year is we had 
some spring-like tempera-
tures both in January and 
February. He notes there 
were actually more melting 
days than freezing days in 
February. 

“People were of the mind 
that spring had sprung. 
That’s why March, which 
has turned out to be one of 
the coldest months of the 
winter so far, has been a 
real slap in the face.”

According to the agen-

cy’s models, we can expect 
a warmer than normal 
spring for April, May and 
early June, but that doesn’t 
mean we’ve seen the last of 
the snow.

“There are surprises. You 
can’t rule out another wal-
lop, winter’s last hurrah. 
I don’t think we’ve seen it 
yet.”

For example, on Tuesday 
we saw temperatures four 
degrees higher than normal, 
but by the evening it felt 
like the dead of winter again 
with minus-13 and flurries. 
Twelve to 15 per cent of our 
annual snowfall can still fall 

this time of the year in Wa-
terloo Region, he notes.

He said this week would 
be a typical spring week 
with some warm and some 
cold days.

“You’re going to see tem-
peratures that are going 
to be four degrees warmer 
than normal, but eight de-
grees colder than normal, 
so in a way maple syrup 
kind of weather, except 
instead of the plus-five, 
minus-five, it’ll be a little 
bit higher at both ends.”

In April last year we had 
almost 20 centimetres of 
snow, where a normal year 

we’d only see seven.
As for how winter shaped 

up, he says he was calling 
for a milder than normal 
winter – not as warm as 
2015 though – and he was 
right.

“I must say, even I was 
surprised that we saw in 
many parts of southern On-
tario the warmest February 
on record.”

December was the tough-
est month, where we saw 
more than double the 
amount of snow we’d nor-
mally get then.

He says this area was 
actually pretty sheltered 

from the worst of winter 
considering the weather in 
Atlantic Canada, Montreal, 
Ottawa, Vancouver, and 
even in parts of Manitoba 
earlier this month.

“So be patient. Don’t 
put away the snow shovel, 
don’t take your snow tires 
off quite yet. April is the 
time for doing that. I al-
ways say ‘til April’s dead, 
change not a thread. You 
get your spring garments 
out next to your winter gar-
ments and they compete 
for the front of the clothes 
closet, and that’s just typi-
cally what spring is about.”

Getting a 
bloomin’ 
start on 
spring
It may not yet be time for 
planting in the yard, but 
avid gardeners have already 
got a jump on the season

SPRING FEVER / GREEN THUMBS

BY WHITNEY NEILSON

It’s officially spring, but digging in the 
dirt, watering and pruning may be the 
last things on most people’s minds right 

now, given the up-and-down weather.
While prime planting time usually awaits 

the May long weekend, for avid gardeners 
such as Rosely Schwarz and Marg Brubach-
er, it’s never really too soon to get a jump on 
spring planting.

Both Elmira women start their plants in-
doors during the winter. Some plants have 
to be started earlier in the year if you want 
them to bloom in the garden, but for other 
plants it’s just cheaper to start the seeds 
yourself.

“I would say most of it is for economical 
reasons,” said Rosely Schwarz.

“It can be cheaper if you do your own 
thing, although you can get things from 
greenhouses and that’s fairly inexpensive. 
… For me to do it, I do it more for the psy-
chological reasons, it just lifts me up.”

Schwarz says helping something grow 
inside is a good visual reminder that winter 
is almost over.

She starts half of her peas indoors in the 
winter and half outdoors in the spring. 
About a month before planting time she’ll 
plant some of her peas indoors in one-litre 
milk cartons. Because she does a lot of ver-
tical gardening she’ll plant multiple rows 
together which will grow up a trellis. She 
also grows pole beans the same way.

“We can start eating peas two weeks ear-

lier than the ones that I’ve planted directly 
into the ground, so it’s a bit of a head-start,” 
Schwarz said.

She also uses her indoor gardening as 
a chance to experiment, like making her 
own seed tape for carrots and beets. When 
you plant the tape, you don’t have to worry 
about fiddling with little seeds.

This is her third year experimenting with 
growing sweet potatoes indoors.

“The first year they all came out like little 
branches and so then I started them earlier 
last year and they did get thicker, and then 
I found out over the fall that if the soil is too 
nutrient-dense they don’t fatten up. So this 
year I’ve got to keep the nutrient level down 
to see if it makes a difference,” Schwarz 
said.

She’s also tested out some recycle garden-
ing to see what’s really worth it. Vegetables 
like lettuce and Swiss chard work well for 
this method where you plant the remains 
of a vegetable and it will start growing new 
leaves, which you can cut off to eat.

Companion planting is another tech-
nique she’s tried, like growing dill and 
parsley between her tomato plants, which is 
supposed to help with pest control.

For those new to indoor planting, she 
says first you’ll need a sun-facing window. 
South is the best, but the next best is west. 
Get a grow light and use a large pot to plant 
a few seeds to see how it goes.

Brubacher started some of her seeds in 

January in her cellar, something she’s been 
doing for 20 years.

When she and her husband first moved 
into their home there were soybeans grow-
ing right up to the house. Since then, 
they’ve transformed their backyard through 
years of planting and gardening – much of 
it starting inside in the winter.

“The first year we were here I spent $500 
on annuals and I’m, like, ‘I can’t afford this.’ 
So then I started growing them myself and 
even when I was growing them myself, I 
went as high as $1,000 a year on purchased 
annuals. I’ve cut back in the last few years,” 
Brubacher said.

In her cellar, she has already started her 
tomatoes, kale, basil, geraniums, blue sal-
via, petunias, zinnias and asters – to name 
a few.

She has bulbs planted that will take an-
other month to come up. Her kale is already 
showing and her geraniums are a couple 
inches high.

She started her castor beans in January 
which are already visible in her sunroom. 

Marigolds germinate in just three days. 
She’ll start them at the end of the month.

“Some annuals are really good, like the 
marigolds for example. You can plant them 
right into the rows in your garden and 
they’ll still bloom in the summer,” Bru-
bacher said.

She held a perennial sale at the end of her 
driveway for five years, which she gave up 

Spring has only just sprung, 
but for many gardeners, 
they’ve been preparing 
their plants from seeds since 
January. Nancy Bauman, of 
Floradale, starts her plants as 
soon as she gets the seeds. She 
grows them in her cellar with 
grow lights, surrounded by 
tarps to keep the heat in. She 
also  monitors the temperature 
with this thermometer. She 
took over the annual plant 
sale from Marg Brubacher 
three years ago. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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5 Dunke St. N, 
ELMIRA

519-669-2901 

The North Waterloo 
Veterinary Hospital welcomes 
Dr. Julie Fell-Ogram to our team.
Dr. Fell-Ogram resides in Elmira, enjoys the 
challenge of practicing exceptional veterinary 
medicine and thrives on developing and nurturing 
strong client relationships within her community.

With the 
addition of 
Dr. Fell-Ogram, 
we are able to 
ACCEPT NEW 
PATIENTS!

nwvethospital.comwww.koebelhcm.com519-206-0336
CALL CONESTOGOBOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

 FURNACE & AIR CONDITIONER PACKAGES
 DON’T PAY FOR 12 MONTHS
 OTHER FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE
 REBATES UP TO $140000

SSSPPPPSPSSPSSPS RING SRING SRING SRING SRING SRING SRING SRING SPRING SPPRING SP PPPPRING SPRING SRING SPRING SRING SPRING S ECIALSECIALSECIALSECIALSECIALSECIALSECIALSECIALSPECIALSPPECIALSPSPRING SPECIALS

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from March 27th – April 1st

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

Smoked

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99$7.99 REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb.

Fresh

Sirloin Steak

$4.99 REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb.

Fresh

Cross Cut, Short 
Rib or Pot Roasts

Maple or Great 
Canadian Sausage

Onion or 
Hunters Loaf

Smoked Pork 
Chops

Store Made 12 x 4 oz. 

Deli Sliced

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

Store Made Boneless

REG. PRICE
$6.49 /lb.

$5.99

REG. PRICE
$14.99 ea.

$13.99

Beef & Pork 
Burgers

of taking strike action if a 
deal could not be reached 
by the deadline.

“We were pleased to be 
able to negotiate an agree-
ment and we are really glad 
there was no service dis-
ruption,” said Murray. “We 
are really happy to avoid 
any impact on our custom-
ers.” 

The Grand River Transit 
system has 66,000 riders 
every day. In 2013, route 
21 through Elmira and St. 
Jacobs had an average rid-
ership of 350 per day. 

DEAL: Late
negotiations 
avoid strike

AWARD:
Something 
different 
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But now, he’s reconsider-
ing.

“I could see myself join-
ing them. I’ve talked about 
it with my wife and said 
‘why not,’ it could only 
make things better for me,” 
Austin said.

The Expressive Café 
is held every Thursday 
morning at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre where 
those with aphasia meet 
to chat, offer support and 
do some brain games to 
help improve their read-
ing, writing, and speaking. 
This year marks the group’s 
fifth-year anniversary.

Now nine years since he 
had his stroke, Austin is 
glad to not be defined by it.

“I’m more than just a 
stroke survivor.”

three years ago. The last year she did it she 
had 5,000 pots of plants that she divided 
from her own plants for sale. 

“My own plants are more hardy than any-
thing I buy in a greenhouse. If you buy stuff 
in a greenhouse and it’s already blooming 
and bushy and all this kind of stuff and you 
take them from the greenhouse and you put 
them right into your garden, they’re going 
to suffer,” Brubacher explained.

For two weeks she’ll bring her plants in-
side every night and outside during the day 
prior to being planted. This is called hard-
ening off, so they don’t suffer.

Brubacher is right when she says it’s defi-
nitely a learning process.

“You have to know when to plant what 
first. You have to buy pro mix. It has to be 
very light. You can’t just use garden soil, it 
has to be a special soil. You put just a very 
thin layer of soil over the seeds and keep 
them well watered. And I always keep them 
covered with plastic until they’re germinat-
ed and then pull the plastic off,” Brubacher 
said.

She has a sunroom full of plants which 
she doesn’t start from seed like the plants in 
her cellar. Rather, she brings them in over 
the winter to be replanted in the spring.

When she brought her Persian palm el-
ephant ears inside in October she cut them 
right off. Now they’re over five feet tall. 
She also has a little orange tree inside that 
has small oranges during the winter and 
blooms all summer long outside.

“Back here on the deck I have a hot 
frame. So as soon as it gets warm enough I’ll 
take those basil plants I have in there that 
I’ve stripped and I’ll plant them in there 
and I’ll plant some other little ones from 
downstairs and keep the window closed at 
night and a little bit open during the day. 
So then I’ve got early herbs, a month before 
anything’s ready in the garden,” Brubacher 
said.

S tarting your seeds indoors over the 
winter is pretty popular in this area, and 
in another month there will be a lot more 
greenery sprouting indoors.

“This is why we have greenhouses be-
cause our season is too short. So you have 
to start things indoors or you’re not going to 
have it bloom in the garden.”

There isn’t much green outside just yet, but Nancy Bauman has plenty growing in her cellar, a variety of flowers and vegetables. It’s a labour of 
love, but she says it’s well worth it.

On the right are some of Marg Brubacher’s geraniums, which germinate in as quick as three days. She starts them indoors in the winter, so they’re 
ready for planting in May. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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CANADIANS ARE GENERALLY A happier lot 
than our neighbours to the south. And, no, that’s 
not just a recent phenomenon related to the 
election of one Donald J. Trump as president.

Canada has always finished ahead of the U.S. on the World 
Happiness Report, and the latest list is no exception: we’re 
at number seven, down one spot from 2016, while the U.S. is 
14th, also down one spot from last year.

Norway heads the list, jumping up from fourth, followed 
by Denmark, Iceland and Switzerland.

The difference between Canada and its neighbour can be 
explained by our greater number of social supports, less pro-
nounced inequality, less corruption in the electoral system 
and, thus far, fewer issues with immigration.

With our lower crime rates, cleaner cities, better education 
system and universal health care, to name a few, Canadians 
are known to look down smugly on Americans. On the other 
hand, we suffer from a national inferiority complex, often 
automatically assuming “American” means better – witness 
our eagerness to adopt U.S. culture, TV, movies, music and 
the like ahead of homegrown offerings. How many of us 
think better of actors, writers and business people who suc-
ceed in the U.S.? 

Often, we tend to define ourselves in contrast to the U.S. 
There is a danger, of course, in putting too much weight 
on “not being Americans” – that is no way to form a strong 
national identity. Still, this report provides something of a 
welcome window to encourage some pride ... without some 
of the over-the-top jingoism that clouds the issue – a develop-
ment likely held in check here by our inherent politeness and 
pragmatism.

Yet we can’t rest on our laurels. Some of the same issues 
at play in the downward trend to the south can be seen here, 
including a general decline in trust prevalent in the U.S.

According to the happiness report, one of the main reasons 
for the distrust is the U.S. political system becoming more 
corrupt, dictated by the massive amounts of money involved, 
much of it from corporate donors and their lobbyists. Here, 
we’ve seen some particularly egregious examples of that 
type of thing from Kathleen Wynne and her government, for 
instance.

Also on the list of reasons for declining social trust is the 
growing wealth inequality. A longer-brewing factor is the 
surge in immigration dating back to the 1960s, the report 
finds of the U.S. A deterioration of services such as the educa-
tion system has played a part, as have the events of 9/11 and 
the often-terrible after-effects they spawned. 

As the timeline in the report demonstrates, many of these 
factors long predate Trump and even the dysfunctional parti-
sanship in Washington. Generalized trust among Americans 
has been falling for decades. Trust in government has plum-
meted to the lowest level in modern history, consistent with 
the rise in the perception of corruption. Income inequality 
has reached astronomical levels, with the top one per cent of 
American households taking home almost all of the gains in 
economic growth in recent decades, while the share of the 
bottom 50 per cent plummets.

Pro-social behaviour has also dropped significantly in 
the U.S., whereas that’s not been the case in Canada, studies 
show.

While the U.S. has problems – among them the historical 
issues related to minorities, African Americans in particular 
– not applicable here, many of the social woes are progress-
ing along a familiar trajectory. Staying happy means learning 
the lessons seen to the south.

Avoiding U.S. spiral 
is key to Canada 
remaining happy

THIRTY YEARS AGO MOST 
of Southeast Asia was run 
by thuggish dictatorships. 
Then the Philippines 
showed the rest of the 
world how to get rid of the 
dictators without violence, 
and its non-violent exam-
ple was watched and cop-
ied around the world. But 
now the thugs are coming 
back where it all started.

The democratic revolu-
tion in the Philippines in 
1986 was quickly followed 
by the non-violent over-
throw of the generals in 
Thailand in 1988 (though 
they continued to inter-
vene every few years), and 
then by the fall of Suharto’s 
30-year dictatorship in 
Indonesia in 1998. By 
then the example had also 
spread through the rest of 
Asia (democratic revolu-
tions in Taiwan and South 
Korea and even an attempt 
at one in China).

The democratic wave 
swept across the rest of the 
world too: Eastern Europe 
and the former Soviet 
Union in 1989-91, South 

What’s wrong with Southeast Asia?
Africa in 1994, a large num-
ber of Latin American and 
African countries in the 
past quarter-century, and 
even a brave (but failed) 
attempt at democratization 
in several Arab countries. 
More people now live in 
democratic countries than 
in dictatorships.

But in the cradle of the 
non-violent revolutions, 
things are going back-
wards. Rodrigo Duterte, 
president of the Philip-
pines, is a self-proclaimed 
murderer who boasts about 
how many people his death 
squads kill. “If you are cor-
rupt, I will fetch you using 
a helicopter to Manila and 
I will throw you out,” he 
declared in December. “I 
have done this before, why 
would I not do it again?”

“Duterte Harry” (as he 
is called in homage to 
Clint Eastwood’s film por-
trayal of lawless cop “Dirty 
Harry”) was elected to the 
presidency with a massive 
majority last year, and he 
is still hugely popular with 
ordinary Filipinos. But 
this is not democracy; it is 
populist demagoguery of 
the most extreme kind.

About 8,000 suspected 
drug dealers and users 
have been killed by po-

lice and vigilantes, with 
Duterte’s warm approval 
and encouragement, since 
he was elected last June. 
And the fate of Thai de-
mocracy is equally dis-
heartening, although the 
strongmen there wear mili-
tary uniforms.

Thai democracy, deeply 
polarized by a long-run-
ning political battle be-
tween the urban middle 
class and the rural poor, 
fell to a military coup in 
2014. Two years later, the 
Thais ratified a constitu-
tion that grants the army 
permanent power over the 
political system, including 
the right to appoint all 250 
members of the Senate. 
And even so the military 
have now postponed the 
promised election from 
this year to 2018.

Indonesian democracy 
still survives, and the latest 
president, Joko Widodo, is 
a genuinely popular figure 
of unimpeachable honesty. 
In the 2014 election he saw 
off his opponent, a former 
general and ex-son-in-law 
of the old dictator Suharto, 
with ease. But there are 
signs of rising extremism in 
the world’s biggest Muslim-
majority country.

The hard-line Islamic 

Defenders’ Front (FPI), 
which demands a sharia 
state in a country where 15 
per cent of the population 
are not Muslim, has been 
leading violent demonstra-
tions against Basuki Pur-
nama, the ethnic-Chinese 
Christian governor of Ja-
karta. He is facing spurious 
charges of “insulting Is-
lam,” but the FPI’s real ob-
jection is that non-Muslims 
should not hold positions 
of authority over Muslims.

There is clearly support 
for this view among some 
of the capital’s Muslims – 
and to make matters worse, 
many senior military and 
police officer have had 
close links with the extrem-
ist organization. Indone-
sian democracy is certainly 
the healthiest in the region, 
but it faces serious threats.

And then there is Burma, 
the latest convert to de-
mocracy in Southeast Asia. 
After half a century of al-
most continuous military 
rule Aung San Suu Kyi, the 
Nobel Prize-winning leader 
of the democratic opposi-
tion, is finally the effective 
leader of an elected civilian 
government.

But she still operates 

DYER | 10

The prospect of nobody noticing might have played into a settlement of a GRT contract, as neither side wanted to know the real impact of a strike.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

The type of populism can make all the difference in getting good governance

POPULISM HAS NEVER 
BEEN more, well, popular. 
At least judging by the use 
of the word. Specifically, 
it’s associated with Donald 
Trump and movements in 
Europe, where populations 
in the west are feeling 
particularly vulnerable to 
change.

Today, “populist” is 
most often applied to 
right-leaning political 
movements. In the past, 
however, it was left-lean-
ing ones. From that, we 
can see how the label is 
applied by those in power 
at the time – typically the 
elites who are happy with 
the status quo, namely 
keeping themselves in 
power.

Like the words “left” and 
right,” populist has largely 
lost its meaning. Certainly 
the more conventional 
meanings that emerged 
in the early 20th century, 
though we still hang on to 
some of those divides. See, 
too, the banding about of 
the words “communist” 

and “fascist,” the latter be-
ing more applicable today, 
though not in quite the 
same way as 1930s Europe.

In talking about popu-
lism in the context of 
what’s going on in the U.S., 
the label can be applied to 
both Trump and, say, Ber-
nie Sanders in that both 
garnered supporters based 
on challenging the elites 
and calling for change to 
how politics are done. 

The comparison ends 
there, however, as the kind 
of populism espoused by 
Trump is the exclusionary 
kind – it’s a singular vision 
of what makes “America 
great again” to which 
you either subscribe or 
are deemed a roadblock, 
whether fake news media 
or, to tap into another 
“ism” (McCarthyism), un-
American. Sanders, on 
the other hand, was about 
a more inclusive vision 
of reforming democracy 
to cater to the grassroots 
rather than the corporate 
donors and lobbyists, 
which is what Washington 
has become almost entire-
ly under both Democrats 
and Republicans.

Both Trump and Sand-
ers – here representing 

two forms of what can be 
called populism, also on 
display in other parts of 
the globe – are indications 
of our growing disdain for 
the status quo, including 
corporatists, greedy and 
inept politicians and their 
policies such as globaliza-
tion. Life is getting worse 
for many, and more of us 
are taking note. That’s 
an issue for those long in 
power, as their presence 
relies on, and assumes, the 
woeful ignorance of large 
swathes of the population.

Where real democratic 
reform is desirable, we’ve 
not seen much of it in the 
manner espoused by Sand-
ers. Instead, we’ve had 
the likes of Trump, whose 
prescriptions lead us down 
a much different path, one 
that not even his support-
ers really want to go ... if 
they thought it through.

Trump is not alone. The 
evolution of populist poli-
tics is an ongoing study 
by Jan-Werner Müller, a 
professor of politics at 
Princeton and a fellow at 
the Institute of Human 
Sciences in Vienna, whose 
latest book is “What Is 
Populism?” He notes that 
Trump is in much the 

same vein as Silvio Ber-
lusconi in Italy, Marine 
Le Pen in France, Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan in Turkey 
and Nigel Farage, who led 
the Brexit campaign in the 
UK. There’s a world of dif-
ference from the likes of 
Sanders, UK Labour Party 
leader Jeremy Corbyn and 
European parties such as 
Syriza and Podemos.

“The claim to exclusive 
representation is not an 
empirical one; it is always 
distinctly moral. Popu-
lists’ political competitors 
and critics are inevitably 
condemned as part of the 
immoral, corrupt elite, 
or so populists say when 
running for office; once 
in government, they will 
not recognise anything 
such as a legitimate op-
position,” Müller writes 
in The Guardian. “The 
populist logic also implies 
that whoever does not 
really support populist 
parties might not be part 
of the proper people at 
all: there are American 
citizens, and then there 
are what George C. Wal-
lace, an arch-populist of 
the 1960s often viewed 
as a precursor of Trump, 
always called ‘real Ameri-

cans’ (white, God-fearing, 
hard-working, gun-owning 
and so on). Thus, popu-
lists do not just claim: we 
are the 99%. According to 
their own logic, they actu-
ally have to say: we are the 
100%.”

That’s the exclusionary 
nature of such populist 
movements: It’s their way, 
or the highway.

“Think of Nigel Far-
age celebrating the Brexit 
vote by claiming that it 
had been a ‘victory for 
real people’ (making the 
48% of the British elec-
torate who had opposed 
taking the UK out of the 
European Union some-
how less than real – or, 
rather, questioning their 
status as members of the 
political community). Or 
consider a deeply reveal-
ing remark by Trump that 
went virtually unnoticed, 
thanks to the frequency 
with which the New York 
billionaire has made scan-
dalous statements. At a 
campaign rally in May, he 
announced that ‘the only 
important thing is the 
unification of the people – 
because the other people 
don’t mean anything.’”

My inner Lord of the 

Rings geek sees an analogy 
with the battle for changes 
to the status quo, hitting 
on this passage from the 
wizard Gandalf:

“He is in great fear, not 
knowing what mighty one 
may suddenly appear, 
wielding the Ring, and 
assailing him with war, 
seeking to cast him down 
and take his place. That 
we should wish to cast him 
down and have no one in 
his place is not a thought 
that occurs to his mind. 
That we should try to de-
stroy the Ring itself has 
not yet entered into his 
darkest dream.”

By my reckoning, the 
“he” in question (Sauron, 
evil incarnate) is the cur-
rent corrupt politicians 
and the corporate mas-
ters (the elites), while the 
populists who look for the 
ring only to seize power 
themselves (Trump et. al.) 
are the wizard Saruman. 
Those who would over-
throw the evil and allow all 
people to be free (Sanders 
and his ilk) are Gandalf, 
preferring to act in the real 
public interest.

“There is a tragic irony 

Spring arrived on Monday, what’s your favourite part of the season?

“I like all the spring sports.”

 » Caprice Henning

“It gets warmer outside.”

 » Abby Byers

“Spring hockey.”

 » Aiden Vonkannen

“The flowers start to grow.”

 » Lena Snyder

“Having an Easter egg hunt.”

 » Maddy Phillips

“There is no country in Southeast Asia where democracy is really secure ...” Gwynne Dyer | 8

KANNON | 10
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NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Southeast Asia seems 
to have trouble with democracy
FROM | 8

 » Ontario Good Roads Association
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under a military veto, and 
she has to close her eyes to 
the brutal attacks on the 
Rohingya, a Muslim minor-
ity that the army and other 
Burmese ultra-nationalists 
insist is not really Burmese 
at all. The army is using 
this conflict to burnish its 
own nationalist credentials 
and undermine the fledg-
ling democratic govern-
ment, and “The Lady,” as 
she is universally called, 
dares not defy it.

There is no country in 
Southeast Asia where de-
mocracy is really secure, 
and in most cases the main 
reason is the overweening 
power of self-serving mili-
tary and police forces. Pow-
er struggles between the 
old political and economic 

elite and “new” politicians 
like Widodo in Indonesia 
and the brother and sister 
Thaksin and Yingluck Shi-
nawatra in Thailand, both 
overthrown by military 
coups, play a large role too.

But there are many other 
new democracies with 
over-mighty militaries and 
privileged elites that do not 
want to let go, and yet the 
failure rate is significantly 
lower everywhere else ex-
cept the Middle East. There 
may be some common cul-
tural factor that unites the 
Southeast Asian countries, 
but it’s unlikely: they are 
variously Buddhist-, Chris-
tian-, or Muslim-majority.

So what’s the matter 
with them? Maybe it’s just 
bad luck. After all, they 
aren’t actually a statistical 
sample.

Residents felt that for every dollar government invests in 
infrastructure, 17 cents should be spent on hospital infrastructure, 13 
cents should go towards roads and bridges and 12 cents should be 
earmarked for repairing Ontario’s schools. Investments in 
affordable housing and public transit rounded out the top five. 

 » Renowned physicist Stephen Hawking surmises that he wouldn’t be welcome in 
the U.S. society Donald Trump is leading

“Trump was elected by people who felt disenfranchised by the 
governing elite in a revolt against globalization. His priority will be 
to satisfy his electorate, who are neither liberal nor that well-
informed.”

 » From the Mar. 22, 2003 edition of The Observer 

Construction delays, the result of the cold winter weather, have 
pushed back the Elmira Raceway’s move to Elora until the fall. The 
change means there will be no horse racing at the new Grand River 
Raceway this season – all racing will take place at Elmira, although 
the season will be shorter because of the pending move. The 
Woolwich Agricultural Society, owners of the operation, had expected 
a summer opening, allowing a mid-season transfer of racing.

KANNON: Be wary of the 
wrong kind of populist
FROM | 9

in all this: populism in 
power commits the very 
political sins of which it 
accuses elites: excluding 
citizens and usurping the 
state. What the establish-
ment supposedly has al-
ways done, populists will 
also end up doing. Only 
with a clear justification 
and, perhaps, even a clear 
conscience. Hence it is a 
profound illusion to think 
that populists ... can im-
prove our democracies. 
Populists are just differ-

ent elites who try to grab 
power with the help of a 
collective fantasy of politi-
cal purity,” says Müller.

Clearly, what we really 
need is to destroy the One 
Ring that seeks to bind 
us in the darkness so that 
no one can wield it. A tall 
order indeed, and much 
more difficult than build-
ing a wall, carrying out 
tests of Canadian values or 
taking endless streams of 
corporate money to prop 
up the status quo. It starts 
with the right kind of 
populism.
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Tight schedule means getting right into it 

GALEA | 13

OPEN
COUNTRY

To all the 
girls I’ve 
splashed 
before

THIS MORNING I WAS 
horrified to read a story 
about an Australian teen-
age boy who jumped into a 
crocodile infested river just 
to impress a girl. My first 
thought was what’s wrong 
with a good old-fashioned 
tarantula?

But then I read further 
on and found out none of 
this was intentional. Ap-
parently, young Romeo 
didn’t know the crocodiles 

were in the river un-
til one grabbed 

his arm and 
began to 
mangle 
it. Being 

Austra- lian, he 
merely punched it a few 
times in the face and then 
managed to escape. Oh, 
and the object of his affec-
tion, said yes to dinner and 
a movie, just as soon as he 
is out of hospital.

At least they’ll have 
something interesting to 
talk about.

The unanswered ques-
tion for me, however, is 
how does jumping in a 
river impress a girl? This 
is something that I need to 
understand because when 
I was younger countless 
young women practically 
begged me to go jump in 
the lake. So I’ve got to ask. 
Was this merely an invita-

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA
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Coco will be working on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, and is motivated 
to help her patients recover from injury and maximize their potential!

SOS Physiotherapy Elmira would like to welcome 
Coco Ang to our team of Physiotherapists!  

WELCOME COCO!
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STEVE GALEA

WITH MARCH BREAK COME 
and gone, high school students 
are back to their regular sched-
uled programming of hitting the 
books and after school activities.

Sports teams have begun 
practicing for the spring season, 
including the badminton team, 
which meets four times a week. 
They’ll continue right up to the 
Waterloo County Secondary 
School Athletics Association 
tournament on Apr. 10-11.

Coach Mark Carlin says they 
have enough boys for the junior 
and senior teams, but don’t quite 
have a full team of girls. A full 
team would be 32 players and 
they have 26.

And it’s a good thing they prac-
tice so much, since they haven’t 
been able to organize any exhibi-
tion games prior to WCSSAA.

“It’s a bit of a problem because 
a lot of the kids have after school 
work commitments and things 
like that. And a lot of the tourna-
ments that we have, they require 
you to put a full team of kids in. 
So we can’t really get enough kids 
to do that,” Carlin explained.

But, he has high hopes for the 
junior team this year.

Grade 10 student Ian Naisby is 
back this year on the junior team. 
Carlin says he did well last year 
in boys’ singles competition.

“We’re going to put him in the 
doubles this year and he’s team-
ing up with another very strong 
Grade 9. In fact, this guy’s one 
of the strongest kids, if not the 
strongest Grade 9 we’ve ever 
seen,” Carlin said.

That player is Eric Luo. Carlin 
describes him as their “secret 
weapon.” Luo is a club player at 

Badminton teams 
ready to take the 
court at EDSS

WHITNEY NEILSON the Granite Club in Kitchener, so 
he comes with lots of badminton 
experience.

“He’s certainly very skilled and 
together with Ian they’ll make a 
very strong team. We’re looking 
for some strong results there,” 
Carlin said.

The top four teams at WCS-
SAA go to regional competition 
– CWOSSA. There are 16 teams 
competing in WCSSAA this year. 
Carlin says they typically finish 
around eleventh place.

“I’d like to get up the stand-
ings this year a little bit further, 
maybe to sixth place, something 
like that. That would be an ac-
complishment for us.”

WCSSAA for the junior team is 
Apr. 10, and for the senior team 
it’s Apr. 1. Conestoga College is 
hosting. The WCSSAA finals are 
Apr. 12 at Huron Heights Second-
ary School. Teams who advance 
to CWOSSA will return to Cones-
toga College Apr. 19-20. OFSAA 
runs May 4-6 at Pain Court Cath-
olic Secondary School.

Elmira District Secondary School’s badminton team is busy hitting the court four times a week in preparation for WCSSAA 
Apr. 10-11. Coach Mark Carlin expects strong results from their junior boys’ team. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

2014 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING
Well equipped Town & Country model with class leading 3.6 liter 
Pentastar V6 engine with 6-speed automatic transmission,2nd 
and 3rd row stow-n-go seating, power liftgate, power side 
doors, rear back-up camera, power driver’s seat, rear air and 
much more. Finished in white. Has 95,500 kilometers.$19,995. 

154
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 CHRYSLER 200 LIMITED SEDAN
Limited edition with leather interior, heated seats, 
auto-start, power sunroof, 18 inch aluminum wheels 
and much more. Previous daily rental. Finished in white. 
Only 47,500 kilometers. $14,995.

115
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2011 JEEP COMPASS NORTH
Another one owner trade-in. Economical sport utility 
and nicely equipped with power sunroof, air condition-
ing, Uconnect voice command with Bluetooth, alloy 
wheels, cruise control, fog lights and more. Finished in 
silver. Only 91,500 kilometers. $11,995.

108
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.
SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

237
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2016 CHRYSLER 300C ALL-WHEEL DRIVE
Top-of-line Platinum Edition with all the extras including 
leather heated seats, panoranic sunroof, GPS-naviga-
tion, back-up camera, remote start, and much more. 
Previous daily rental. Finished in Ivory Tri-coat, has only 
20,900 kilometers. $34,995.

2012 CHRYSLER 300 AWD LIMITED SEDAN
All-wheel-drive to handle Canadian winters., V6 engine 
with 8 spd auto trans, leather heated seats, GPS 
navigation, back-up camera, remote start, bluetooth/U-
connect and much more. Finished in medium grey, only 
56,900kms. $22,995

205
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 RAM 1500 BIG HORN CREW 4X4
One owner trade-in. Big Horn package with bucket 
seats & center console, heated seats & heated steering 
wheel, remote start, 8.4 Uconnect with Bluetooth, rear 
back-up camera & more. 76,900 kms. Red. $32,995.

253
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$ 269
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2011 JEEP WRANGLER RUBICON 4X4 
Rubicon Edition, the ultimate 4x4 Jeep. Well equipped 
with dual top group, Navigation, Uconnect voice command 
with Bluetooth, remote start, trailer tow group and more. 
Finished in black. Only 74,300 kilometers. $29,995.

277
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED 4X4
“Limited Package” well equipped with Navigation, 
heated leather seats, heated steering wheel ,power 
liftgate, rear back-up camera, power sunroof,20 inch 
wheel package and much more. Previous daily rental. 
Finished in white. Only 30,100 kilometers. $40,995.

2017 
RAM 

TRUCKS 

up to 60 month term O.A.C.

0%
FINANCE 
INTEREST 

VISIT US 
TODAY!

WOOLWICH
WILDCATS

Tyke: SELECT
Mar. 19 vs Brampton
Home: 1  Visitor: 3
Goals: Zack Forwell
Assists: Evan Hall, Lucas 
Frey

Novice: MAJOR A
Mar. 19 vs Milton
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Caleb Paquet, 
Mitchell Krasovec
Assists: Adam Bloch, Alex 
Veitch, Spencer Hume, 
Adam Lavigne

Atom: MAJOR A
Mar. 18 vs Milton
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Isaac Lopers, Stuart 
Sinclair (2), Michael Gear
Assists: Stuart Sinclair, 

THE WOOLWICH WILD 
WANTS to see more young 
girls lace up their skates 
and take to the ice to try 
Canada’s favourite sport. 

With the Come and Try 
Girls’ Hockey event, the 
girls’ minor hockey asso-
ciation is giving girls age 4 
to 12 the chance to test out 
the game without having to 
sign up for a team. 

Woolwich Wild sched-
uler Jacinta Faries, who 
has a daughter playing in 
the local league, says start-
ing any sport can be a big 
investment. The event, 
which runs on Apr. 2 at 
the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre, is designed to give 
families a chance to test 
out the game before going 
out to buy equipment and 
pay team fees. 

“It is nice to be able to 
go and see what your child 
thinks of the sport rather 
than just signing up, pay-
ing your fees and finding 
out that your child doesn’t 
really enjoy it,” she said. 
“This way, there is a chance 
for them to try it out and 
talk to some of the other 
girls that already play to 

THE SCORE

Eric Kane, Isaac Lopers 
(2), Michael Gear, Evan 
Passmore, Liam Wood

Atom: LL#1
Mar. 19 vs New Hamburg
Home: 6  Visitor: 5
Goals: Evan McDowell (2), 
Jack Hacock (2), Carter Lipp, 
Benjamin Lipp
Assists: Tanner Armstrong 
(2), Matthew Ramage, 
Carter Lipp, Jack Hacock, 
Jakob Geimer, Adam Short, 
Clyde Chico

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Rookie: LL RED
Mar. 10 vs Woolwich LL 
Purple
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Lauryn Kidd, 
Madeline Schnarr

Rookie: LL RED
Mar. 12 vs Woodstock
Home: 1  Visitor: 6
Goals: Lauryn Kidd

WATERLOO 
WOLVES

Atom: MAJOR A
Mar. 18 vs 
London 
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Calvin Witt, Tim 
Hodson
Assists: Jackson Andrews, 
Bryce Martin

Atom: MAJOR A
Mar. 19 vs London
Home: 5  Visitor: 2
Goals: Jackson Andrews (3), 
Hayden Taylor, Declan Uniac
Assists: Tim Hodson (2), 
Jackson Andrews, Hayden 
Taylor, Riley Webster, Bryce 
Martin

SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE

The Woolwich Wild Rookie Red team celebrates with their medals Mar. 12 after their final game 
against Woodstock Wildcats. Back row: Lauren McAdam, Maggie McAdam, Kenzie Gunn, Megan 
Forbes, Audrey English, Ava Weber, Amanda Carter, Madeline Schnarr. Front row: Sage Balog, 
Presley McFadden, Elle English, Bronwyn Rozema, Lauryn Kidd. [SUBMITTED]

Woolwich Wild event offers young 
girls a chance to give hockey a try

LIZ BEVAN see what it’s like.”
The afternoon event 

will start with a warm up. 
Experienced players will 
be running drills like they 
do in a normal practice to 
get skaters comfortable on 
the ice before splitting the 
group for a scrimmage. 

“We will be 
doing some skat-
ing drills and 
working with 
the stick and 
the puck,” she 
said. “For the 
last part of the 
hour, there is the 
scrimmage. The 
game part is the 
fun part that all 
the girls want to 
get to.”

Faries’ daugh-
ter has played 
with the Wool-
wich Wild since she was 
seven-years-old, and she 
says it has been a great ex-
perience.

“My daughter has played 
hockey since she was nov-
ice age and it is fun and it 
is beneficial both on and 
off the ice. The girls have 
a lot of fun in the change 
rooms chatting to each 
other, they get to know 

each other, grow up play-
ing with each other over 
several years,” she said. 
“So, it is great in that as-
pect, but also in a physical 
way. It keeps kids active 
and involved in some ac-
tivity.”

The Woolwich Wild 

isn’t actively trying to re-
cruit new players, young 
hockey players are always 
welcome to sign up for the 
association’s teams. They 
get a bunch of new play-
ers showing interest every 
year. 

“More and more girls 
are getting interested in 
hockey,” said Faries. “Our 
numbers are constantly 

growing, so the more you 
can give them a chance to 
come out and try it, the 
better.”

To participate, families 
are asked to make sure 
their daughters come 
equipped with a CSA-
approved helmet with face 

mask, a hockey 
stick, hockey 
gloves and hockey 
skates. For those 
that don’t have 
those items avail-
able, Faries and 
event organizers 
will have some 
available. 

“We would need 
to know in advance 
if they need equip-
ment, then we can 
make sure that we 
have got what they 
need whether it is 

a helmet, gloves or what-
ever,” she said.

The event starts at 1 p.m. 
on Apr. 2, but Faries asks 
that all skaters be at the 
rink by 12:30 p.m. to leave 
time for registration and 
getting dressed for the ice. 

To have missing equip-
ment waiting, contact Faries 
at 519-669-8625 or email her 
at jfaries@rogers.com.
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tion to impress them?
If so, opportunity lost.
Yet, had I known that 

this, or the simple act of 
emerging from a river with 
a crocodile attached to my 
arm, was all it would take 
to get a date, I might have 
made more effort.

Sadly, however, I had no 
idea – which leads me to 
conclude I should had paid 
more attention in sex edu-

cation class. 
The bottom line is, in 

hindsight, I think it’s only 
right that I apologize to 
all the girls I’ve splashed 
before.

You see, as an outdoors-
man who duck hunts and 
fly fishes, I have jumped 
into many rivers and 
lakes, sometimes inten-
tionally and frequently 
in full view of women. 
And, as ridiculous as this 
sounds, I did not know I 

was being incredibly sexy 
at the time. 

Yes, I was vaguely aware 
that women cannot help 
but look longingly at a man 
in chest waders. But, I did 
not realize that when I 
walked out of the lake fes-
tooned in various aquatic 
plants and leeches, I was 
essentially being irresist-
ible. And I certainly did 
not know that any woman 
nearby would be powerless 
should I ask them to go to 

the movies.
Which I never did, I 

should add.
Actually, that’s wrong. I 

did ask one young lady to 
go to the movies shortly 
after I tripped and fell in a 
fountain.  And she said yes. 
Later, I was told she really 
enjoyed the movie too – 
which is something I might 
have learned on my own 
had she bothered to take 
me along.

I only mention all this 

because I’m not sure 
that most outdoorsmen 
understand the incred-
ible seductive powers we 
yield when emerging from 
a lake soaking wet with 
various biting creatures 
latched onto us. A quick 
survey of my hunting and 
fishing buddies showed 
that none of us had any 
idea that this was the case, 
although most of us sus-
pected it might be.

Should this change the 

way we, as outdoorsmen 
emerge from the water 
after tipping a canoe or 
slipping on a mossy rock? 
I suppose that depends 
whether or not you are 
looking for romance. As 
for myself, I am quite 
happy with my situation, 
so I’ll probably find a 
more private place before 
I begin to wring out my 
socks.  

I’d hate to send the 
wrong message.

GALEA: So many anglers didn’t know it was this easy to be irresistible to the opposite sex
FROM | 11

Information &
Active Living Fair

This event is hosted by The Township of Woolwich in partnership 
with the Older Adult Centres’ Association of Ontario (OACAO) and 

sponsored by the Ontario Seniors’ Secretariat.

Join us for 
this FREE 

event!

RSVP BY MARCH 24 · 519-664-1900 OR 1-855-664-1900

Tuesday, March 28, 2017
9 am - 1:30 pm 

Breslau Community Centre
100 Andover Drive Breslau

Speakers, displays, 
door prizes and 
lunch included!

GETTIN’ THEIR GLOW ON AT THE CURLING CLUB

The Elmira & District Curling Club put on their most vibrant clothes, turned out all the lights, 
and enjoyed a twist on the traditional game of curling with glow-in-the-dark curling on Mar. 
11 during their Broomsticks & Glowsticks Bonspiel. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Kings even up series with Tuesday win in Kitchener
Ethan Skinner’s goal just 17 seconds into overtime seals victory that sees Elmira building some momentum

LIZ BEVAN

FACING THE PROSPECT OF 
going down 3-1 in the sec-
ond round of the playoff, 
the Sugar Kings rallied for 
a 4-3 overtime victory in 
Kitchener Tuesday night, 
knotting the series at 2-2 
heading into Wednesday 
night’s game.

Ethan Skinner played 
hero, scoring his second 
of the night in the extra 
frame.

The victory was some-
thing of a relief, as Elmira 
got off to a rough start in 
the series, losing the first 
two games to the Dutch-
men before managing to 
come back to even it up.

At Tuesday night’s game, 
Kitchener started the scor-
ing off with an unassisted 
goal from Steven Farano. 
It was the only goal in the 
first period. 

What followed was a 
back and forth, with Elmira 
scoring next, from Skin-

ner, assisted by Jeremey 
Goodwin and Jake Brown. 
Kitchener took back the 
lead with another unassist-
ed marker, this time from 
Austin Gaboury. 

Elmira tied it up with 
a shorthanded goal from 
Brown, early in the third, 
followed by a marker from 
Kitchener’s Adam Kawalec. 

Elmira tied the score at 
13:36 in the third, forcing 
overtime with a goal from 
Jacob Black, assisted by 
Jacob Buch. 

With about a minute left 
in the third period, Andrew 
McIntyre fired off a shot 
at the Kitchener net, but 
ended up hitting the glass, 
and shattering it. There 
was a bit of a game delay 
while crews got things back 
in game shape. 

Just 17 seconds into the 
overtime period, Skinner 
got the puck past Kitch-
ener’s netminder Jackson 
McIntosh to earn Elmira 
the win.

Kings’ head coach Ty 
Canal says the guys played 
better in Game 4 than he 
had seen in the first three 
games in the series. He 
wants the team to build 
on that for the rest of their 
matchups with Kitchener. 

“That win is definitely a 
good thing. We played pret-
ty well and we definitely 
needed to win that game 
on the road to get the series 
back. The guys responded 
pretty well for the most 
part,” he said. 

Skinner was named 
first star of the game, with 
Brown earning third star. 
Canal says along with those 
two players, the rest of the 
squad stepped up when 
they needed to. 

“Skinner played well over 
all. He scored the overtime 
goal. Ty Biles played well, 
Jeff Jordan played consis-
tently, McIntyre and Zack 
Cameron were skating well. 
It was a team effort. Even 
Black and Buch had that 

big goal for us right off the 
draw. Everybody chipped 
in the way we needed and 
got the job done,” he said. 
“Black has been good on 
the face-offs, and we have 
been working quite a bit 
with him on that all year. 
Buch coming in, we have 
been trying to get him to get 
pucks to the net more often 
than he did, and we came 
out on top with that goal.”

The Kings faced off 
against the Dutchmen at 
home last night, but results 
weren’t available as of 
press time. 

Elsewhere in the Greater 
Ontario Junior Hockey 
League playoffs, the Listow-
el Cyclones lead the Water-
loo Siskins 3-0 in the series, 
with Game 4 in Waterloo. 

The next Kings game is 
scheduled for Friday at 7 
p.m. in Kitchener. If the 
series goes to Game 7, the 
team will be back home at 
the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre on Mar. 26 at 7 p.m. 

The Elmira Sugar Kings celebrate a goal on Sunday afternoon in their win against the 
Kitchener Dutchmen. The team won again on Tuesday night, tying up the series 2-2 in the 
GOJHL Midwestern Conference playoffs. 
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2017 Registration

DIVISIONS AGES RATES GAME NIGHT(S)*

T-Ball Division.................................(2013, 2012).................$65 ........................... Tuesday
Minor Rookie Division......................(2011, 2010).................$65 ........................... Monday
Major Rookie Division ......................(2009, 2008).................$90 .................. Monday/Wednesday
Junior Division................................(2007, 2006).................$90 .................. Monday/Wednesday
Senior Division........................... (2005, 2004, 2003) ............$90 .................... Tuesday/Thursday
Intermediate Division................. (2002, 2001, 2000) ............$75 .................... Tuesday/Thursday

Registration Deadline:
March 31, 2017

South Woolwich Minor Baseball Co-Ed House League

March 31, 2017March 31, 2017Season set to
begin week 
of May 15 

through July 15
*Weather Permitting

ONLINE Registration now available at:

www.woolwichbaseball.com

For more information please contact:   Terry Kraemer, League President: woolwichbaseball@gmail.com  or  Laurie Wittie, Vice President: laurie.wittie@gmail.com 

*Game nights are subject to diamond availability

Where: Snyder Arena, Woolwich Memorial Centre, Elmira
Date: Sunday, April 2nd, 2017
Time: 12:30pm (on the ice at 1:00pm)
Who: Girls aged 4 - 12 (by December 31st, 2017) 

What to wear: CSA Approved helmet & face mask, 
skates, stick and gloves

If you do not have this equipment, please contact us at the number shown below.

We will do some skating and hockey drills to start and finish up with 
a scrimmage game for fun! Woolwich Wild representatives will be 
on-hand to answer any questions that parents might have.

Girls’ hockey is one of the fastest growing sports in our area and we 
would love you to join us. For additional information, check out our 
website (www.woolwichwild.com) or contact Jacinta Faries at 
jfaries@rogers.com or 519-669-8625.

Would you like to try girls’ hockey 
to see if you like it?? 

Then come and play with us…

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS got off to a shaky 
start in round two of the 
Midwestern Conference 
playoffs against the Kitch-
ener Dutchmen. 

The team dropped the 
first two games of the series 
with disorganized play and 
too many penalties, but 
managed to pull through 
with a 7-4 win on Mar. 19 
on home ice, followed by 
an overtime win Tuesday 
night to knot things up at 
2-2.

The series started with a 
4-2 loss to Kitchener Mar. 
15 at the Woolwich Memo-
rial Centre. 

Elmira’s Jake Brown got 
the Kings on the board with 
the lone first period goal, 
assisted by Mitch Hoel-
scher and Ethan Skinner.

Kitchener quickly tied it 
up with a marker from Lo-
gan Schmidt on the power 
play five minutes into the 
second. Hoelscher helped 
Elmira pull ahead for a few 
minutes with a shorthand-
ed goal, assisted by Andrew 
McIntyre. 

That would be it for the 
Kings, however, with the 
Dutchmen scoring three 
unanswered goals, from 
Austin Gaboury, and two 
from Connor Cole.

Saturday’s game in 
Kitchener wasn’t much bet-
ter. The Kings fell 3-2. After 
a scoreless first period, the 
Dutchmen started the sec-
ond period with two goals, 
from Adam Kawalec on the 

After rough start to second-round series, Sugar Kings 
bounce back in Game 3 to beat Kitchener

LIZ BEVAN

Elmira Sugar Kings goalie Jonathan Reinhart grabs a puck away from Kitchener in the team’s 7-4 win on Sunday afternoon at the Woolwich Memorial Centre. The series was tied 2-2 prior 
to Wednesday night’s game. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

power play and Ben Morris. 
Elmira tied it up with two 

power play goals, the first 
from Jeremey Goodwin, 
assisted by Spencer Comelli 
and Jacob Black, and the 
second, scored by Brown, 
assisted by Zack Cameron 
and Skinner. 

Elmira’s head coach, 
Ty Canal, says the first 
two games weren’t what 
he wanted to see from the 
team. The guys gave up too 
many pucks and tried to 
get too fancy on the play. 
He says they also took too 
many unnecessary penal-
ties.

“I think we took some 
penalties that we didn’t 
need to, and every time 
that happens, you lose 
momentum and you lose 
that consistency that you 

Elmira pull ahead even fur-
ther with a marker assisted 
by Comelli. 

Kitchener would tie it up 
in the third, with two early 
goals from Steven Farano 
and Cole on the power play 
just three minutes into the 
period. 

The Kings pulled ahead, 
however, with three 
straight, coming from 
Brown, Jordan on an empty 
net and Jacob Buch on an 
empty net. 

Canal says he was hap-
pier with what he saw on 
the ice on Sunday, and says 
the guys are getting into 
the groove. 

“We tried to change and 
adapt for Sunday’s game, 
and I thought we did a little 
bit better job. We limited 
the odd-man rushes a bit 
more in comparison to 
other games which helps 
a lot,” he said. “I think we 
got pucks into better spots 
and we got pucks to the net 
more that we did in the first 
two games of the series. We 
hadn’t scored a five-on-five 
goal in the first two games 
either.”

Canal says he wants the 
guys to keep improving 
with Games 4 and 5 on the 
horizon. 

“It is just about keeping 
the puck decisions simple. 
Whatever Kitchener gives 
you, you take. If you have 
a lane to the net, we have 
to make sure that we are 
taking it. In the first two 
games, we got in the habit 
of doing too much,” he 
said.

want to play with. We 
ended up with about 20 
minutes short-handed (on 
Saturday) so that is a full 
period and we start chas-
ing the play when that 
happens,” he said. “Then 

you scramble, and you get 
behind and it was a little 
bit like that. I think the 
puck decisions were a big 
thing too. We didn’t man-
age the puck well and we 
didn’t get it into areas that 

we were going to be suc-
cessful in.”

The team managed to fix 
up a few of the things that 
needed work for Sunday’s 
matinee matchup for Game 
3. The team earned them-
selves a 7-4 win on home 
ice, with an astounding 
three goals in 23 seconds in 
the first period. 

Ty Biles started the scor-
ing for the Kings, at 15:22, 
very quickly followed by a 
marker from Jeff Jordan at 
15:38. Skinner added to the 
count with a goal just a few 
seconds later at 15:45 in the 
first. 

Kitchener tried to catch 
up, with a shorthanded 
goal from Gaboury six 
minutes into the second, 
followed by a goal from 
Morris. Goodwin helped 

The Kings powered through Game 3 after dropping the first two games of the series. 
Reinhart manages the save in a crush towards the net on Sunday afternoon. 
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IMMIGRANTS COMING TO 
CANADA bring with them 
not only their own culture 
and food, but also distinct 
floral preferences. As Can-
ada’s demographic makeup 
changes, this means new 
opportunity for flower 
growers in this country.  

Researchers at Vineland 
Research and Innovation 
Centre (Vineland) in col-
laboration with Ontario 
grocery chain Longo’s have 
identified a particular op-
portunity for jasmine – Jas-
minumsambac specifically 
– and are now working with 
flower grower Westbrook 
Floral to bring the first On-
tario-grown jasmine plants 
to market this spring. 

“There is a very different 
flower culture in Asia com-
pared to the Western tradi-
tion, especially with Hindu 
and Buddhist religions,” 
said Dr. Alexandra Grygor-
czyk, a consumer insights 
researcher at Vineland. 
“Flowers have very specific 
meanings and new Canadi-
ans are very specific about 
what they want.” 

The consumer insights 

team at Vineland reached 
out to new Canadians from 
South, East and South 
East Asia and found that 
over 80 per cent of these 
consumers expressed that 
there were plants from 
their home countries that 
they missed and wished 
they could purchase here 
in Canada.

The market opportu-
nity this presents is not 
insignificant. According to 
Grygorczyk, Toronto-area 
South Asian consumers 
alone spend approximately 
$60 million on cut and 
potted flowers annually. 
According to Statistics Can-
ada, South Asians (people 
from countries including 

India, Pakistan and Bangla-
desh) are Canada’s largest 
and fastest growing visible 
minority group. 

The majority of respon-
dents identified jasmine, 
a very feminine flower in 
high demand for its fra-
grance. 

Its lighter green leaves, 
natural tendency for lanky 

growth and small, white 
flowers don’t fit in with 
the typical flower profile 
preferred by Canadian con-
sumers, who look for more 
compact, bushy plants 
with dark green leaves and 
larger, more colourful flow-
ers. 

“We looked at over 30 
different flowers not 

widely available in 
Canada but recog-

nizable by ethnic 
consumers, and 
Jasminumsam-
bac came out 
on top,” Gry-
gorczyk said. 

“There is great 
potential for 

jasmine as there is 
a lot of cultural sig-

nificance and meaning 
to this plant.”

She adds there aren’t 
many fragrant potted 
plants on the Canadian 
market currently and 
jasmine’s intoxicating fra-
grance will be attractive to 
a broad audience, particu-
larly new Canadians – for 
many, the smell will be a 
reminder of home. 

Jasmine plants are among those being grown here to meet increasing demand as new immigrants change 
consumer preferences.

Canada’s changing face presents 
opportunity for Ontario flower growers

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

CALL US for all your FARM REPAIR NEEDS!

SPLINE CUTTING | LARGE TURNING | KEYING (INTERNAL & EXTERNAL)

RYAN WEBER | 519.669.2198
63 Union St., Elmira | www.rytechmachine.ca

CALL US for all your FARM REPAIR NEEDS!for all your FARM REPAIR NEEDS!for all your

MACHINE 
& REPAIR 

SPLINE CUTTING | LARGE TURNING | KEYING (INTERNAL & EXTERNAL)

& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 
INC.

CNC Turning | Same Day Service
80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291

Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

THERE’S NO MANUAL FOR 
farming shrimp in On-
tario. No best practices or 
specialists to consult. But 
that didn’t deter the Coc-
chio family from taking the 
plunge into raising the deli-
cate crustaceans in a former 
pig barn. 

When the market fell 
out of pig farming about 10 

Production trials at Vine-
land, conducted by Ontario 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
Food and Rural Affairs 
(OMAFRA) greenhouse flo-
riculture specialist Chev-
onne Carlow, and at West-
brook have shown the plant 
to be an easy one to grow. 

Jasmine grows well in 
summer heat, making it 
ideal for growers looking to 
fill their greenhouses with 
a crop after the spring bed-
ding plant rush. 

A very small release of 
Ontario jasmine plants in 
six-inch pots is expected 
to be available in Longo’s 
stores this spring. A larger 
scale launch hopes to put 
the plants in all Longo’s 
stores this fall to coincide 
with Diwali, the Hindu fes-
tival of light. 

The ethnic flower re-
search at Vineland is fund-
ed by the OMAFRA – Uni-
versity of Guelph Research 
partnership, and Longo’s. 

By Lilian Schaer for AgIn-
novation Ontario, a project 
of the Agri-Technology 
Commercialization Centre 
(ATCC).

Feeding the fresh shrimp market from a hog barn
years ago, Paul and Tracy 
Cocchio found themselves 
with three relatively new, 
empty barns on their 
Campbellford, Ontario 
farm. 

A casual Internet search 
for alternate uses for barns 
turned up shrimp farm-
ing. It piqued their inter-
est enough to travel to the 

U.S. to visit a few shrimp 
farmers, and Paul took an 
Ontario Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Food and Rural Affairs 
(OMAFRA) workshop on 
trout farming.

As the Cocchios pon-
dered their options, they 
factored in the untapped 
market opportunities for 
Ontario-grown shrimp.

“Shrimp is the number-
one imported seafood in 
North America, and we 
knew that nearly every res-
taurant between Toronto 
and Ottawa has shrimp on 
the menu,” said Brad Coc-
chio, who runs the opera-
tion with his wife Jordan, 
and his parents Paul and 
Tracy. 

That was enough to send 
them down a pioneering 
trail to start the first shrimp 
farm in the province, 
aptly named First Ontario 
Shrimp. Building their new 
business, for which they 
won a Premier’s Award for 
Agri-Food Innovation Ex-
cellence in 2016, was noth-
ing like they expected. 

“The learning curve was 
the biggest surprise,” Brad 
said. “We thought farming 
shrimp would be easier, but 
it’s been completely trial 
and error.”

It took five years from 
the time they began pour-
ing cement tanks in their 
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519-664-3701seeds@cribit.com
Contact us today
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• AAC Bullet
• AAC Roskens
• And a full line-up
   of cereal mixtures
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• Dignity
• Conestogo
• OAC Belwood

519-664-3701
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Genes that fit your farm® is a 
registered trademark of SeCan.

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!
We Stock Farm, Industrial,
Truck, Passenger, and Even ATV
and Lawn & Garden Tires.

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon

www.oktireelmira.com
519-669-3232 

35 Howard Ave.  Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

CONCRETECONCRETE

CUTTING

100 Union St. Elmira  519-669-0524  www.woolwichrentals.ca

There’s a tool for that.

CUTTINGCUTTING

TOOLS

CONCRETECONCRETE

TINGTINGTING

TOOLS

There’s a tool for that.

TOOLSTOOLSTOOLSTOOLSTOOLS

Get the Job Done!

                           to book your
CONCRETE CUTTING TOOLS

SPECIALIZING IN:
• FERTILIZER (Agricultural & Commercial)
• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845

hog barn before they took 
delivery of their first baby 
shrimp (called post larvae) 
from Florida.

“We had to secure per-
mits for everything from 
importing feed and post 
larvae, to having shrimp 
added to the list of species 
that can be grown in On-
tario,” Brad said.

They are learning a lot 
about shrimp farming, and 
not surprisingly, it’s mostly 
about the water they are 
raised in. 

“They are so small when 

they arrive, and very sus-
ceptible to water that is too 
cold or changes tempera-
ture too quickly,” he 
said. “As we learn to 
manage the water 
quality, we’ll be 
able to improve 
survival rates.” 

Shrimp are 
raised in salt wa-
ter for about four 
months – from the eye-
lash-size baby shrimp to 
the 20-gram fresh shrimp 
they sell. Naturally occur-
ring bacteria grows in the 
water, consuming excess 
feed and shrimp waste to 

create a zero discharge, 
closed system.

As it turns out, the 
easiest part of their 

new venture is 
marketing. The 
Cocchios sell 
nearly all their 
current pro-
duction to two 

main buyers – a 
chef in Toronto 

and one in Ottawa, 
who both own restaurants 
as well as fresh fish coun-
ters. 

“I have to turn custom-
ers away,” Brad said .

After about two years in 

business, the Cocchios are 
making great gains in pro-
ductivity. Their first har-
vest was about 15 pounds of 
shrimp per tank; that has 
risen to about 150 pounds 
per tank. 

For now, they’re focused 
on boosting shrimp sur-
vival rates, and although 
they have plans for expan-
sion (they still have two 
more empty pig barns), 
they aren’t rushing into it, 
choosing instead to spend 
time to learn more about 
how to raise Ontario-grown 
fresh shrimp to feed a 
ready access market.

SHRIMP: Room to grow as demand far outstrips supply
FROM | 15

By Jane Robinson for AgInnovation 
Ontario, a project of the Agri-Technology 

Commercialization Centre (ATCC).
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519-638-3317

7452 WELLINGTON RD. 7
ALMA, ONTARIO N0B 1A0

SALES@SHANTZFARMEQUIP.COM
WWW.SHANTZFARMEQUIP.COM

PRESSURE WASHERSP

BUILDING COMFORT SYSTEMS

From 5 ½ hp
3 gpm & up
1000 psi & up

ASHERS

HEATING, COOLING, PLUMBING & 
PRESSURE WASH EQUIPMENT

7877 Wellington Rd. #8     (519) 638-2836    www.trimech.ca

Gas Powered
Washers

Electric 
Power 

Washers
1000 psi & up
Models from 2 gpm & up

> 

Washe
1000 psi & up1000 psi & up

>LOTS OF
MODELS TO
CHOOSE
FROM

Established 1968

• 49 years of experience in providing the best drainage designs
• Contour plans of the project from a field survey
• Professionally designed drainage systems from the contour plans
• GPS-equipped machines
• State of the art equipment
• Qualified and experienced personel
• Guaranteed Workmanship & Customer Service
• All this at the most economical cost with very competitive pricing

MARQUARDT
FARM DRAINAGE LTD.

Farm Drainage
Municipal Drainage

Fence, Row and 
Land Clearing

Back Hoe with LazerWE OFFER:

RR 3 Palmerston, ON
Steve Cronsberry (owner)

For that personal touch, pride in workmanship, 
most e�cient, e�ective & economical drainage 

systems call the professionals for a free estimate.
OFFICE 519-343-3233
HOME 519-338-2373

SPECIALIZING IN:

Milverton - Stratford - Drayton - Listowel

800 250 8750
www.mornington.ca

Protecting your hard work 
 

 
 

 

You’ve got a lot of blood, sweat and tears invested in your farm.  A Mornington security 
system can help you protect it without breaking the bank.  Whether you want a 
basic system and monitoring or all the bells and whistles, we have you covered.  

Call today for your free quote from our trained Security Technician, Jason Gerber.

MARCH 29 11:00am - 10:00pm
MARCH 30 11:00am - 9:00pm

PMD ARENA, DRAYTON

RURAL 
ONTARIO’S 

AGRIBUSINESS 
SHOWCASE

Check out these great local businesses at the show!

Admission

$2.50 
of every admission 

is designated to 
Cystic Fibrosis 

research

$5
For more info: 

www.draytonkinsmen.ca

OVER

Exhibitors
100

Serving the Community’s 
Greatest Need

2017
Farm Show Collectible

1/16 model

FARMALL 656

$105 at the Drayton Kinsmen 
Farm Show Booth

Pick up yours
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VENTURE

FIELD
NOTES

observerxtra.com/ads/

TAKING CARE 
OF BUSINESS

NO OTHER ADVERTISING OPTION
AS EFFECTIVE OR INEXPENSIVE TO

REACH THE LOCAL MARKET. PERIOD.
• Delivered to 16,500 homes in Woolwich, 

Wellesley & Waterloo every week.
• Max. readership with 100% LOCAL content
• This market’s leading/original social media

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTSHEALTHCARE / SETTING UP SHOP

Walk-in clinic to broaden 
Woolwich healthcare options

WHEN IT COMES TO mat-
ing horses, there’s a lot at 
stake. Stud fees can soar 
into the tens and even 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. And likewise, off-
spring from a particularly 
promising pairing can be 
extremely valuable. These 
animals could be the start 
of a new line, and lead to 
generations of prime per-
formers.

But what happens when 
normal looking horses with 
what should be a healthy 
sex drive display no inter-
est in the other sex…or in 
sex whatsoever?

University of Guelph 
biomedical sciences re-
searcher Allan King says 
they may be inadvertently 
hiding something – like 
their gonads.

And that’s if they even 
have them.

King and his team (Profs. 
Daniel Villagomez and 
Tamas Revay, and students 
Eastman Welsford and 
Colin Bolzon) have dis-
covered genetic mutations 
that cause sex reversal in 
horses. That means geneti-
cally male horses develop 
female reproductive parts 
on the outside, but male re-
productive systems inside.  

“We look at gender as 

Horse 
won’t 
mate? 
Maybe 
she’s a he 

ROBERTS | 20

Rakesh Mistry was on site of the new Waterloo St. Jacobs Urgent Care this week which will open on Apr. 3, offering a walk-in clinic, family physicians, as well as specialists. [WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

ST. JACOBS RESIDENTS 
WILL soon have their first 
ever walk-in clinic, set to 
open the first week of April.

Waterloo St. Jacobs Ur-
gent Care will be a walk-in 
clinic and a family practice, 
so you can walk in without 
an appointment or make 
an appointment with the 
doctor ahead of time. 

The clinic and family 
practice is being set up by 
Anjou Mehta Medical Con-
sultancy (AMMC), which 
operates numerous clinics 
across Ontario.

Rakesh Mistry, general 
manager for AMMC, was on 
site this week working to 

Preparations now underway at Waterloo St. Jacobs 
Urgent Care, which is set to open on Apr. 3

WHITNEY NEILSON get the clinic set up.
He says AMMC decided 

there was a need for this 
type of service in St. Jacobs 
and opening the clinic has 
been in the works for the 
past six months.

“What they found was 
that this location spe-
cifically was lacking urgent 
care and a walk-in facility. 
So obviously the plaza right 
beside us there’s the fam-
ily practice, but they’re no 
longer accepting new pa-
tients,” Mistry said.

The St. Jacobs Pharma-
save is also in the adjacent 
plaza for patients needing 
prescriptions filled.

The plan is for the clinic 
to offer more services for 

a broad range of people 
under one roof, making it a 
one-stop shop where every-
one is welcome.

For example, they will 
have a physiotherapist on 
site. Down the line they’d 
like to add a registered 
massage therapist and an 
orthotics specialist.

They will have both male 
and female physicians, 
with the female physician 
starting right away. He says 
they are both local to the 
area.

“What we like to do is 
when we go to all these 
clinics I would say the first 
year you get going, the 
second, third and fourth 
year we start introducing 

a lot of specialists. So for 
example, one of the clinics 
that we have in Mississauga 
we started off as a walk-in 
urgent care facility. After 
two, three years we have 
pediatrics, cardiologists, 
gastroenterologists, we 
have an orthotic specialist. 
So we like to bring a broad 
range of services to people, 
so that way it’s easy for 
them, instead of travelling 
everywhere to find a spe-
cialist.”

It appears the need is 
real here, as they’ve only 
been advertising the clinic 
through the newspaper and 
flyers sent to local postal 
codes for two weeks, and 
they’ve already had 200 

people call them, interested 
in having a new family doc-
tor.

They want to have it set 
up as a lab as well, so they 
expect all the receptionists 
will be phlebotomy trained 
and able to take blood. 
They may even hire more if 
it gets too busy.

“We’re very strict with 
who we hire. I’ve had doc-
tors come up to me asking 
me to help them because 
they can’t understand why 
people are having issues 
with their clinic, but you 
find that their staff are just 
being really rude to pa-
tients and it’s a reflection 

WALK-IN CLINIC | 20
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being binary, being ‘either 
or’, but that’s not always 
the case,” says King, who at 
Guelph holds the Canada 
Research Chair in Animal 
Reproductive Biotechnol-
ogy. “Gender covers a spec-
trum, a whole range from 
male to female, and these 
horses fall somewhere in 
the middle.”  

A detailed look reveals 
that at the start of the re-
productive tract, the horses 
have what you might 
expect to find in a mare, 
such as a vulva, clitoris and 

vagina. 
But then things start to 

change. The deeper you 
go anatomically, the more 
the mystery grows: these 
animals have the internal 
reproductive organs of a 
stallion.  

Now, these internal or-
gans are not functional. For 
example, the vagina leads 
to what’s called a blind-
ending uterus. Past that, 
the reproductive organs 
are also underdeveloped 
and non-functional … but 
rather than being female 
parts, they’re male.    

King and his group are 
the first ever to discover 
the reasons behind it in 
horses. They say it’s caused 
by a mutated gene called 
the androgen receptor (AR) 
gene that influences nor-
mal sexual development.

The AR gene makes a 
protein that attaches to 
testosterone. It acts like a 
lock, into which the tes-
tosterone key fits or binds. 
And it influences other 
genes that regulate normal 
sexual development before 
birth and during puberty.

Both males and females 

have the AR gene. But 
during embryonic devel-
opment in a male with a 
mutated gene, the embryo 
reverts to producing fe-
male reproductive organs. 
Internally, though, it still 
has remnants of male tes-
tes. Through the horse’s 
lifetime, these remnants 
will produce some measure 
of testosterone.    

In the equine sector, 
these mutations create ma-
jor issues for horse breed-
ers trying to breed what 
they think is a mare. In 
reality, but unbeknownst 

to the breeders, such 
horses are sterile. And if 
they’re paired for breeding, 
as you can imagine, they 
don’t like it. Their elevated 
testosterone levels make 
them behave like stallions, 
acting aggressively towards 
each other. 

Such failed breeding 
sends breeders and their 
veterinarians on a diagnos-
tic search for the cause of 
the problem, such as fertil-
ity testing. But that kind 
of testing does not reveal 
mutated AR genes.

Such problems prompted 

studies of this behaviour 
by King’s team dating back 
to 2011, and have involved 
three separate horses or 
horse families in Canada, 
South Africa and Denmark.

The research team is 
now examining genetic 
samples of other animals, 
including livestock, to 
determine if similar muta-
tions exist. 

Funding for this research 
has been provided by the 
Canada Research Chairs 
program and the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council. 

ROBERTS: Mutations can create major issues for breeders, prompting new research studies
FROM | 19

of them. We want to make 
sure everyone is working 
together at a good pace.”

They expect to be open 
six days a week, potentially 
every day. With all the staff 
already hired, all that’s left 
to do is put the medical 
equipment in the rooms 
and install the signage, 
which he expects will take 
about a week. Then clean-
ers will come to give the 
place a good scrub.

“We like to find doctors 
who are between finishing 
their residency, maybe all 
the way up into maybe 35-
40. We want someone that’s 
going to be here for long-
term, so that way if people 
are  going to have a family 
doctor, we don’t want them 
getting up and leaving. My 
doctor, I’ve had him for 25 
years. I grew up with him. 
We want to have that estab-
lished here too.”

They’re opening Apr. 3 
and will be located at 820 
King St. North on the first 
floor. For more information 
call 519-206-0211.

DRONES THE KIND OF tech 
toys that appeal to you? 
Before taking to the skies, 
you’d better check exactly 
where you can fly, after 
new rules for recreational 
drone use were issued last 
week.

Transport Canada’s new 
rules require people flying 
drones to put their con-
tact information on their 
drones. 

They also are not permit-
ted to fly higher than 90 
metres, within 75 metres of 
buildings, vehicles or peo-
ple, within nine kilometres 
of any airport, heliport, 
aerodrome or water aero-
drome where aircraft take 
off and land, or at night.

Operators of drones for 
commercial, academic or 
research purposes are not 
affected by this measure.

Any recreational drone 
operator who fails to com-
ply with the new flying 
rules could be subject to 
fines of up to $3,000.

Chris Wood, general 
manager at the Region of 
Waterloo International 
Airport in Breslau, says 

Breslau airport welcomes new federal 
regulations governing use of drones

WHITNEY NEILSON they haven’t run into many 
issues with drones being 
flown too close to the air-
port, but the new safety 
measures are a welcome 
addition all the same.

“I think the rules have al-
ways kind of been in place. 
It’s just they have a bit 
more teeth because there’s 
some fines and things as-
sociated, so I think people 
might pay attention a little 
bit more, not that we have 
a big issue with it now. But, 
yes, we are very supportive 
of anything that enhances 
safety in and around the 
airport,” Wood said.

In the cases when drones 
have been flying too close 
to the airport, they’ve noti-
fied the police since the 
airport has no enforcement 
powers. 

“I think that education is 
really the key here. People 
need to know that what 
they’re possible doing 
could be dangerous. We en-
courage anything that will 
enhance the education.”

He says they’ve had a 
couple sightings of drones 
by aircraft in the general 
vicinity of the airport. Over 
the Christmas holidays a 

drone that had gone astray 
ended up on the airport 
property. It had been blown 
in from the Doon area of 
Kitchener.

They turned it over to the 
police and they were able 
to track it because it had a 
serial number on it.

“I don’t think people will-
fully go out and try to fly 
drones, I should say the ma-
jority of people. There may 
be some knuckleheads out 
there, but I think they just 

need to use some common 
sense and understand. I 
think there’s room for both. 
They can still enjoy fly-
ing the drones up to a max 
height of 90 metres and 
aircraft can operate safely.”

The airport has had more 
issues with lasers being 
pointed at aircraft, than 
they have with drones. But 
he says, knock on wood, 
that hasn’t been the case as 
of late.

“Lasers have kind of 

been on the backburner, 
which is a good thing. I 
think again the industry 
benefited a lot from a 
massive education blitz. 
People sometimes don’t 
think what they’re doing 
could be dangerous, so I 
think that message really 
resonated with people. I 
haven’t heard of a lot of 
laser strikes recently. It sort 
of spiked there 18 months 
ago, but now drones are 
kind of taking over.”

WALK-IN 
CLINIC: 
Already seeing 
a big demand 
for the service 
FROM | 19

The federal goverment has issued new rules governing the recreational use of drones.
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / MUSICAL THEATRE

Gettin’ a jump on April showers by 
Singin’ in the Rain starting in March
Opening Thursday, Drayton Entertainment brings the classic tale to the stage at the St. Jacobs Country Playhouse

LIZ BEVAN

“THAT GLORIOUS FEEL-
ING” OF singing and danc-
ing through puddles is what 
Drayton Entertainment is 
looking to give audiences in 
its production of Singin’ in 
the Rain.

Starting this weekend at 
the St. Jacobs Country Play-
house, Drayton performers 
will be taking the stage, 
bringing theatre goers back 
to the days of silent films. 
Based on the classic film 
starring Debbie Reynolds 
and Gene Kelly, the story is 
a spoof of the troubles mov-
ie studios encountered in 
the 1920s when movies went 
from silent to talkies. Main 
character Don Lockwood, 
played by Kelly, is the lead 
of a film the studio wants to 
turn into a talkie. There is 
a problem, however, when 
it is discovered, his leading 
lady, Lina Lamont, doesn’t 
sound too great on the au-
dio tracks. After a chance 
meeting with chorus girl 
Kathy Selden, Lockwood 
brings her on to record all 
of Lamont’s lines and songs 
to be featured in the new 
movie. Lamont isn’t happy 
about being dubbed over 
by a chorus girl and hijinks 
ensue.

The story takes the audi-
ence on a ride, filled with 
classic songs like the title 
track “Singin’ in the Rain,” 
“All I Do Is Dream of You” 
and “Good Morning.”

Drayton veteran Jayme 
Armstrong will be filling the 

role of Lina Lamont, with 
Timothy Gledhill as Don 
Lockwood. Kayla James will 
be playing the talented cho-
rus girl Kathy Selden. 

Jay T. Schramek will be 
playing Lockwood’s lifelong 
friend Cosmo Brown (played 
in the movie by Donald 
O’Connor). He’s a career tap 
dancer invited to work on 
the Drayton revival of Sin-
gin’ in the Rain as assistant 
choreographer. 

He says the show is sure 

to have audiences talking. 
“The show is such an am-

bitious show, so many the-
atre companies are reticent 
to do it because it is such a 
daunting project, with rain, 
all the technical elements, 
and as you may know, there 
is quite a bit of multimedia 
in the piece,” he said. “It is 
going to be amazing. We 
spent a day (last week) just 
bringing the piece to the 
stage, and it just looks won-
derful.”

Although he now lives 
in Toronto working as a 
performer, Schramek says 
he always makes a point to 
work in Waterloo Region as 
often as possible, and this 
show was no exception. 

“I always come back to 
Kitchener-Waterloo because 
it holds the highest caliber 
of dancing in Ontario,” he 
said, adding that Singin’ in 
the Rain is one of his favou-
rite shows to put on. “This is 
the fourth time I have done 

this production and we are 
in such great shape. There 
are so many little things that 
can undo a show, but we just 
seem to be on such a great 
track.”

To Schramek, the story 
told in Singin’ in the Rain is 
timeless, and the main mes-
sages are still relevant in 
today’s hi-tech world. Tech-
nology is being rendered 
obsolete every day. 

“It is really about how 
technology antiquates 

Tap dancer and assistant choreographer Jay T. Schramek is helping bring Singin’ in the Rain to Drayton Entertainment audiences at the St. Jacobs Country Playhouse. The musical tells the 
story of the transition from silent films to talkies, with some singing, dancing, and plenty of jokes along the way.  [SUBMITTED]

people in the same way 
that technology antiquated 
Blockbuster video stores, for 
example,” he said. “It can 
change things on a dime, 
and here, we have a story 
of actors moving from the 
Broadway stages into a life 
on screen as sound was inte-
grated into movies.”

Although the original mu-
sical was released in 1952, 
Schramek says the story 
crosses generational lines 
and is something everyone 
can enjoy and sing along 
with. 

“What I would love for 
people to take away is the 
generation who already 
knows Singin’ In The Rain, 
to re-communicate the story 
again into the younger gen-
erations. Certain pieces are 
timeless and I really think 
this is one of those pieces 
that continues to inspire 
and I also feel like certain 
pieces speak to certain de-
mographics, but this is one 
of those that people from 
every generation can enjoy,” 
he said. 

Tickets are selling fast, so 
Schramek says don’t wait if 
you are planning on seeing 
the classic story take the 
stage in St. Jacobs. 

The show starts its formal 
run on Mar. 23, and goes 
until Apr. 6. There are both 
matinee and evening shows, 
and some are already sold 
out. Tickets start at $27 and 
can be purchased at www.
draytonentertainment.com 
or by calling 1-855-DRAY-
TON (372-9866).

Concerts, theatre 
productions,
art tours, speakers 
and more …

Great Options

$193
Starting at:

+ tax

Get help attracting your
audience.

Advertise it with a banner 
in the Observer Arts section.

THE SHOW 
MUST GO ON!
Promote your show in the Observer today! 519-669-5790 ext. 104 | observerxtra.com/ads
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AUCTIONS

HELP WANTED

LOCAL CHICK HATCHERY 
hiring general laborer. 
This is a full time seasonal 
position involving all areas 
of poultry production. 
Some early morning start 
times. Competitive wage. 
Email resume to staff@
freyshatchery.com or call 
Marty at 519-897-3209 for 
more information.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

www.regionofwaterloo.ca

RESEARCH & ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
TO COUNCIL

The Region of Waterloo has a temporary, full-time position for an experienced, tactful administrative 
assistant with a municipal or provincial government background. Please visit our website for a detailed position 
description (2017-1217), and to apply online, by March 27, 2017.

Where people matter   
and ideas grow

HELP WANTED

As one of the area’s leading Insurance 
Restoration Contractors, we are 
looking for individuals with an 

excellent work ethic, desire to learn 
and a willingness to assist property 
owner’s after they have experienced 
�ood/�re/wind damage. Must have a 
valid and insurable driver’s licence. To 

learn more about the following 
positions, please visit 

www.durrergroup.com

Carpenter
Contents Cleaning 

Technician
Restoration Technician

Please forward resume:
227 Riverbend Drive, Kitchener N2B 2E8

email: jen.durrer@�rstgeneral.ca
First General: a division of the Durrer Group Inc

VACANCY
 CAMEO COURT APARTMENTS

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA

Rare Premium Downtown Elmira, 
spacious single Bedroom open-layout  
Apartment AVAILABLE in newer (2012) 
Apartment Building complete with 
Elevator, Main floor Common Room, 
individual Central Heating / Air 
Conditioning in each Apt., as well as 5 
appliances (washer/dryer in each Apt.)

CONTACT:
(519) 525-2222 or (519) 505-3456
OR:      evans@hurontel.on.ca

PROPRIETORS:  
PFS Construction (Paul Steckle) 226-747-6063 

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 or 698-0138

2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of

Pickup trucks, zoom boom, scissor lifts, trailers, farm 
machinery, tools & items related to the construction business,

To be held at 3540 Ament Line, Wellesley Twp. bordering 
Hawkesville (near corner of Ament Line & Herrgott Rd), 

For PFS Construction (Paul & Fern Steckle), on 

SATURDAY, APRIL 1ST @ 9:00 A.M.
TRUCKS: 2016 GMC Sierra SLE “Kodiak”, silver, 4X4, 5.3 litre, extended 
cab, rear sliding window, heated seats, box liner, 36,000km, 1 owner. 2015 
GMC Sierra SLE, black, crew cab, short box, 4X4, 5.3 litre, rear sliding 
window, heated seats, Tonneau cover, box liner, rubber undercoating, 
45,000km, 1 owner. 2012 GMC Sierra 2500HD, SLE, Duramax diesel, 
metallic grey, Z71 4X4, crew cab, long box, tunnel cover, 136,000km. 
2007 GMC Sierra SLT, metallic grey, crew cab, Z71 4X4, fully loaded with 
heated leather seats, tool box, box liner, 262,000km. 2004 GMC 2500 SLE, 
6 litre gas, crew cab, cap, 318,000km. Note – All trucks excluding 2004 
are selling safetied, also all are selling e-tested (where needed). 
TRAILERS & LARGE ITEMS: 2012 18ft. flatbed trailer, tandem, GVWR 
6169kg, ramps. 2 – 2015 ATC “World Class Trailers” 16ft. tandem 
enclosed trailers, (1 grey, 1 silver) “V” nose, alum. frame, ramp doors, 
stone guard, alum. wheels, GVWR 3496kg. 2012 Weberlane 16ft. 
enclosed trailer, tandem, “V” nose, ramp door, stone guard, GVWR 
3174kg. 2011 Weberlane 16ft. flatbed trailer with ramps. 2011 Miska 
10ft. tandem dump trailer, electric, GVWR 4491kg. 2006 Gehl RS8-42 
telehandler (zoom boom) c/w radio controlled boom, 5800 hours, also 
16ft. certified work platform (platform to sell separately). 2006 Manitou 
Maniscopic MT6642XT telehandler (zoom boom), 42ft. 2700 hours. 2008 
Genie S-45 man lift, 4wd, 2900 hours. 2007 Skyjack SJ7127 Scissor lift, 
27ft. lift, Kubota diesel engine, foam filled tires, 2026 hours. 2007 Skyjack 
SJ7127 Scissor lift, 27ft. lift, gas, foam filled tires, stabilizers, 2740 hours. 
Note – All items are selling safetied (where applicable). MF 18ft. disk 
with hyd. wings. 20ft. pony harrow. 3ph rotary hoe. 
TOOLS & MISC. ITEMS: Honda 6500 watt generator/inverter. Honda 
6500 watt generator. Rolair gas air compressor (2). Diesel infrared 
heater. 3 - Dewalt 12in. compound mitre saws. King 14in. band saw. 
Makita 7104L portable 12amp chain mortiser. Laser level. Dewalt 
portable table saw. Dewalt tool chest. 2 – 10ft. alum. brakes. Power, 
cordless & air tools pertaining to the construction business. Concrete 
saw. Dewalt 40 volt chainsaw. Alum. ladders. Scaffolding. Contractors 
truck cap to fit 6 ½ ft. box (grey). Construction related hardware & 
caulking. New house windows. Truck box side mount tool box. Safety 
harnesses, rope, etc. Metal trim & siding. New lumber. 34 Mar-Weld 
horse stall 10ft. fronts (no doors included – contact info available for 
future supplies needed). Heavy ext. cords. Lenovo Thinkcentre with 
“Soft Plan” & LG 27in. monitor. Ricoh copier. Desks & chairs, plus 
wagonloads of items too numerous to mention.
NOTE – Proprietor retiring from construction business, has other 
farming interests. No reserves. A lineup that will not disappoint!! See 
www.auctionsfind.com/gerber for photos. Lunch booth. Proprietors and 
auctioneers not responsible for accidents day of sale. Terms – Cash or 
cheque with I.D. (Trucks - $500 down sale day, balance with certified 
cheque on pickup). Sale order – Wagonloads, larger miscellaneous 
items, trailers & larger items, trucks.

HELP WANTED

LOCAL CHICK HATCHERY 
hiring part-time deliv-
ery personnel to deliver 
live poultry throughout 
Ontario. Valid G license, 
early morning start times, 
and lifting up to 60 lbs 
required. Call Marty at 519-
897-3209 or email resume to 
staff@freyshatchery.com

HELP WANTED

PA R T-T I M E / S E A S O N A L . 
BONNIE’S CHICK Hatchery is 
looking for someone who is 
reliable and hardworking. 
Must be available to work up 
to 40 hours per week, April 
July. Please fax resume to 
519-669-7613 or email Julie 
at info@bonnieschickhatch-
ery.com

HELP WANTED

SANDELLI MASSAGE THERAPY 
& Assoc. are looking for a 
part-time receptionist for 
one evening a week with 
the potential for more 
hours. Seeking an individual 
that knows the importance 
of great customer service as 
well as flexibility with hours 
and availability. Start date 
April, 2017 @ $12.25 per hour. 
Please email your resume to 
Sandelli2017@outlook.com

WORK 
WANTED

2 MEN AND a Trailer demoli-
tion, junk removal, garage 
clean up - yard work, down-
sizing/moving, odd jobs. 
Free estimates, fair prices. 
For the things you can’t or 
don’t have time to do call 
Gary 519-577-1750.

CHILD CARE 
REQUIRED

FULL TIME CHILDCARE 
needed in Elmira for two 
boys ages 3.5 and 1, begin-
ning in April. Please contact 
Ashley at 519-573-3299 or 
ashley_shantz@hotmail.com

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

FOR SALE

BLUEBIRD NESTING BOXES. 
Hand made out of old barn 
boards. Call 519-698-2059.

COUNTRYSIDE CYCLE BICYCLE 
Repair Special for the 
month of March. Mention 
this ad and receive 7.5% off 
bicycle repairs & tune ups. 
Basic tune up is $25.00 + 
tax. Hours of business: Tues 
1-6 p.m.; Wed. Thurs. Fri. 
8 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Sat. 8a.m. 
- 12. Any other time by 
appointment only. Appoint-
ments welcome. Customer 
satisfaction is our goal. 519-
669-2091.

SOFA AND LOVESEAT most 
excellent condition, Scotch 
guarded. $350. Call 519-669-
1427.

SOLID OAK DINING room 
package. Oak double ped-
estal table, with 3 leaves 
will seat 12. 8 oak chairs, 
2 are arm chairs. Corner 
buffet hutch and corner 1/2 
hutch. Excellent condition. 
Moving so we would like to 
sell. Asking $2,500 but will 
accept serious offers. Call 
519-884-6858.

WHEELCHAIR FOR SALE. Good 
condition. Custom made. 
Only used for 6 months. 
$500. Call 519-570-1282.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Tractors, 
machinery, feed, wood-
working tools, household 
effects and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 7368 - 
6th Line of Mapleton Twp. (9 
miles southeast of Drayton 
or 4 mile north of Wal-
lenstein), for Alvin & Nancy 
Gingrich, on Saturday, March 

25th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions 519-699-4451. 

SAT. MARCH 25 at 10:00 AM - 
auction sale of property; car; 
furniture; household effects; 
antiques; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at 81 Centre St. 
in Elmira for Olga Doll. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com
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HELP WANTED

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

A Brand You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

Tel: 519-669-5537
STORE HOURS: M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENTS SERVICES

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com
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AUCTIONS

SAT. APRIL 1 at 10:00 AM 
-Auction sale of prop-
erty; car; household 
effects; furniture; and 
miscellaneous items to 
be held at 1991 Ana Street 
in Brunner (approx 6kms 
SE of Milverton) for Allan 
and Esther Nafziger. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Pickup 
trucks, zoom boom, scissor 
lifts, trailers, farm machin-
ery, tools & items related to 
the construction business, to 
be held at 3540 Ament Line, 
Wellesley Twp. bordering 
Hawkesville (near corner of 
Ament Line & Herrgott Rd), 
for PFS Construction (Paul & 
Fern Steckle), on Saturday, 
April 1st @ 9:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions 519-699-4451 or 
698-0138. 

AUCTIONS

SATURDAY APRIL 22 at 10 
A.M. Double ring consign-
ment and estate auction 
of farm machinery and 
farm support items, lawn 
and garden equipment, 
furniture, antiques, tools 
etc. Sale to be held at #7213 
Line 86 Wallenstein, approx. 
6 km west of Elmira. Phone 
519-638-5708. Website: 
www.bowmanauctions.ca

AUCTIONS

SAT. APRIL 15 at 10:00 
AM - Clearing auction 
sale of quality furniture; 
household effects; tools; 
collectables; and miscel-
laneous items to be held 
at 560 Hallmark Drive in 
Waterloo for Alex and 
Marlene Redekopp. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

CLASSIFIED ADS
CONTINUED 
ON PG. 25

AUCTIONS

SAT. APRIL 22 at 1 p.m. 
Moving auction sale of 
furniture, household and 
miscellaneous items at 7275 
4th Line, west of Floradale 
for Harvey and Mary Horst.

HAY & STRAW

DAIRY HAY - 300 large 
squares, second and third 
cutting, alfalfa grass mix. 
Good protein and feed value. 
Also straw for TMR. Can deliver 
anywhere. 519-373-3127.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FARM 
SERVICES

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice salt 
comes in 20 & 40kg’s, Ice 
melt comes in 20kg bags. 
Call George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD 
SERVING you for over 10 
years. Your #1 source of 
quality slabwood and body-
wood. Delivery available. 
519-656-2057.

100% LOCAL

Project Engineer

Mechanical Designer

Automation
Developer/Engineer

Automation
Technician/Technologist

For more info, visit jobs.camar.ca
by March 26, 2017

NOW
HIRING

We are seeking a mature individual 
with excellent attention to detail and 

experience working with a tiered 
inventory system to join our TEAM! 

If you are able to multi-task and lift up to 50lbs. 
please forward your cover letter and resume with 

references to barb@elmirastoveworks.com

Experienced Inventory 
Coordinator/Re-stocker

Required for F/T Dayshift.

HELP WANTED

Resumes can be emailed to 
linda@taylorsbridal.com

HELP WANTED
We are looking for a seamstress, experience 

is required. 30-40 hr per week.

HELP WANTED
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SPACE
FOR RENT

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our service directory. 

Weekly exposure with fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES GENERAL SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service
FAX: 519.669.3210

519.669.8917AFTER
HOURS

101 Bonnie Crescent,
Elmira, ON  N3B 3G2

Complete Collision Service

519.669.8330

/SavageAutoBody

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998Since 1998

For digging through frozen ground! 
• Trenching
• Excavating
• Back fill compaction plate
• Laneway sanding available

INTRODUCING OUR PIC BUCKET

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE FLOOR/PAD 
BREAKING & REMOVAL
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

$499
PER
PAIR

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

99 5th PAIR
FREE!

SKATE

$499499499 5th PAIR

SKATE
SHARPENING

SKATE
While You Wait

4PAIR
Stay Sharp This Winter!

PRINTING SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

www.biobobs.com

Visit our website
www.biobob.com

or call today!

Quality Bedding
Premium Softwood 

or less expensive 
Hardwood

Blown or Pushed Off

We are geared to
meet your timing and
volume requirements

BLENDED TO MEET 
YOUR NEEDS!

Ph: Elmira (519) 669-5219

     Gold Star
Upholstery

CALL: (519) 588-7115 OR (519) 650-4124

Trucks & Antique Cars
Boats & Motorcycles etc
Repair & Rebuild Foam

CUSTOM RE-UPHOLSTERY AT AFFORDABLE PRICES!

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

ROLL OFF 
INDUSTRIAL BIN 

RENTALS
CALL FOR 

AVAILABLE SIZES
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

SELLING YOUR HOME?

HORSES

WATERLOO COUNTY HORSE Sale to be 
held at OLEX, Sat. Mar. 25 at 10 a.m. 
Expecting about 25 broke draft horses. 
To consign or for more info call 519-
595-3307.

HORSES

WILL BUY OLD and used horses and 
ponies to go direct to plant in Quebec. 
Will buy all types, drug form required 
but will buy either way. TOP PRICES 
PAID. Contact Calvin Kuepfer for prices 
at Horizon Trail Equine at 519-272-3290.

WANTED

ROLEX, OMEGA, POCKET Watches, 
antique clocks, gold rings, jewellery, 
coins, toys, militaria, records, musical 
instruments, toys, any gold or silver 
items. Call Terry @ 519-242-6900, or 
519-210-0551 or email: gallamore@
golden.net. We pay cash!!!

WANTED

WE NEED - Primitives, benches, crates, 
boxes, crocks, cast iron, cupboards, old 
farm tools, hand tools, cast iron & old 
metal, stands, vinyl-jazz/rock/blues, 
picture frames, paintings. Not charity 
store stuff. Iron Bucket 519-787-8287 
leave message. St. Andrew St. W., 
Fergus.

REAL ESTATE

FARM FOR SALE. 6601 Line 81, RR#2, 
Listowel. 50 acres approx 44 workable. 
2 storey double brick house, double 
attached garage & family room, 3 bed-
rooms, natural gas furnace and fireplace, 
drilled well, 45x30 bank barn, under-
ground 200 amp hydro service, lane lined 
with large ample trees. To view the prop-
erty contact the vendor at 519-291-4806.

COMING EVENTS

CONSIDERING PRESCHOOL FOR your 
child this Fall? Wellesley and District 
Cooperative Preschool hosts its annual 
Open House, March 27,29,31 from 
9-10am. Bring your child and check 
out our program! Registration for Sep-
tember 2017: Begins April 5th through 
ONELIST https://regionofwaterloo.
onehsn.com/ For children 2 1/2-5yrs 
old. Classes September-June. Mon/
Wed, Tues/Thurs, and/or Fri mornings. 
$95 for participating parents (non-par-
ticipating options available). Basement 
of Wellesley Mennonite Church, 157 
David Street, Wellesley. For more info, 
visit wellesleycooperativepreschool.
com or call 519-656-3132. 

GARAGE SALES

MOVING/GARAGE SALE. APRIL 8, 7:30 
a.m. - 2 p.m., 106 First St. W. Elmira. 
Furniture, dishes, garden tools etc.

CLASSIFIED ADS CONT’D FROM PAGE 23

The Spring Market Has Arrived!The Spring Market Has Arrived!The Spring Market Has Arrived!

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Thinking About Selling? HOME EVALUATIONFREECall today 
and book a

Donating back to 
the community 
we call home.

OPEN HOUSE Sat., Jan. 28, 10am-12 noon
37 Wellington St. S., Drayton

FLORADALE - 5+ acres just 20 minutes from Waterloo!!   In a 
natural bush setting and centrally located between Elmira, 
Drayton and Elora, this home has extensive renovations.  
Gourmet kitchen with granite counters, large island and 
dinette. Formal dining room and walkout to 13' x 65' stone patio, 
large living room with stunning field stone fireplace.  Master 
retreat has French doors, private sitting area, dual fireplace, 
walk-in closet, cedar closet and a 5 pc ensuite.  Second level has 
2 large bedrooms and a 3pc bath. Basement rec room with 
angel stone fireplace, office and a 3 pc bath.  In addition to triple 
garage & workshop, a bricked-lined tunnel leads to a 286sqft 
press house with walk out to 10'x12' patio. MLS. $849,000$849,000

LINWOOD - Only 20 minutes from KW! Peaceful and 
luxurious country living awaits you in this newer custom-built 
bungalow. On 4.96 acres, this 3-bedroom, open concept home 
has the benefits of small-town living. Enjoy the beautiful view 
year round from the hot tub in the 15ft x 32ft screened-in lanai. 
Custom gourmet kitchen with maple wood-stained cherry 
cabinets and quartz countertops – all appliances included. 
Large master bedroom with 5 pc. ensuite and walkout to lanai. 
Fully-finished rec room with in-floor heating contains golf 
simulator/theatre. Attached 2 bay garage plus an oversized 1 
bay heated workshop. ICF built home (insulated concrete 
forms). MLS. $1,250,000$1,250,000

DRAYTON – First time buyers! 
This amazing property backs on 
the river trail with a fully fenced 
back yard and large shed. Mostly 
carpet-free with 3 bedrooms 
upstairs, beautiful oak floors 
throughout and main floor 
laundry. With updated wiring, 
most windows replaced and the 
insulation in the whole house 
topped up in 2010, this home is 
very cost effective. MLS. $265,000$265,000$265,000$265,000

DRAYTON – Extremely well 
cared for backsplit on one of 
the largest lots in town! With 
4 levels, this home offers 
amazing space for a growing 
family. Beautifully manicured 
yard & newer deck make 
summer relaxing a breeze!  
10ft x 20ft storage shed & 
extra gravel parking spot for 
RV or Trailer. MLS.

$394,500$394,500$394,500$394,500

amazing space for a growing 
family. Beautifully manicured 
yard & newer deck make 
summer relaxing a breeze!  
10ft x 20ft storage shed & 
extra gravel parking spot for 
RV or Trailer. MLS.

SOLD

carpet-free with 3 bedrooms 
upstairs, beautiful oak floors 
throughout and main floor 
laundry. With updated wiring, 
most windows replaced and the 
insulation in the whole house 
topped up in 2010, this home is 
very cost effective. MLS.

SOLD

The Spring Market Has Arrived!
 - 5+ acres just 20 minutes from Waterloo!!   In a 

natural bush setting and centrally located between Elmira, 
Drayton and Elora, this home has extensive renovations.  

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, March 25th 2:00-4:00pm
7032 Floradale Road, Floradale

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

RARE OPPORTUNITY Approx. 11,000 sq.ft. of garage & shop space – set up for high-
way truck & trailer bays. Extremely clean & well maintained. Offices, washrooms, board 
room, parts room etc. HUGE paved parking lot. Separate shop, 24’ x 35’ + detached 
garage 28’ x 40’. Wood storage bldg. 30 acres – systematically tile drained. MLS. 

$1,690,000

WELLINGTON RD. 12, DRAYTON 

GREAT STARTER OR INVESTMENT PROPERTY. 2 bdrms. & walkup attic. Bright L.R. 
faces south. Spacious dining room or fam. room. Unfin. bsmt. Main flr. laundry. MLS.

FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE

$299,900
GREAT STARTER OR INVESTMENT PROPERTY
faces south. Spacious dining room or fam. room. Unfin. bsmt. Main flr. laundry. MLS.

$299,900$299,900
SOLD

FIRST TIME BUYERS! Affordable bungalow on a quiet, mature street. Cheater en-
suite. Fenced back yard. Rec. room w/gas fireplace, bdrm. & 3 pc. bath in bsmt. Updat-
ed windows. furnace (2016) & shingles (2010). MLS.

DUKE STREET, ELMIRA

$324,900
FIRST TIME BUYERS!
suite. Fenced back yard. Rec. room w/gas fireplace, bdrm. & 3 pc. bath in bsmt. Updat
ed windows. furnace (2016) & shingles (2010). MLS.

$324,900$324,900 SOLD

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
Elmira  N3B 3L4
519-669-3192

www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

“HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO.”

WOLLE REALTY ,  B R O K E R AG E
I N D E P E N D E N T L Y O W N E D  AN D  O P E R AT E D

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

We donate a 
portion of our 
commission 
from every 

house sale to 
the Woolwich 
Community 

Services

90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4,
www.YourFamilyTeam.ca

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie
Brubacher

Bonnie Shanna

$494,900 Beautifully maintained family home. 
Welcoming large covered front porch, spacious 
ceramic foyer, open concept living room, kitchen and 
dining area with breakfast bar, appliances included, 
garden door leads to deck and 127’ fenced rear yard! 
Upper level offers 3 bdrms, master with lavish 
ensuite & 4 pc guest bath. The finished basement 
space is ideal for kids or adults. NEW MLS.

OPEN HOUSE
Sat., March 25th & Sun., March 26th 1-3pm

43 MUSCOVEY DRIVE, ELMIRA

CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR 
FREE MARKET ANALYSIS!

NEW LISTING!

What is YOUR HOME WORTH 
in TODAYS MARKET? 

EXCLUSIVE - Great value with 
beautiful 2+1 brick bungalow 
perfect for mature couple who 
want to enjoy a serene 
neighbourhood or for a family 
requiring 2 kitchens and 
separate living quarters. 
Thousands spent in upgrades!

Picturesque 
Unobstructed View in 

Quiet Wellesley

SATURDAY MARCH 25 & SUNDAY MARCH 26, 1-5PM
78 SCHWEITZER CRESCENT, WELLESLEY ON

OPEN HOUSE:

$575,000

Jean Lavadan

905-427-6522
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

RN, BScN, SRES

jean@teamlavadan.com

CONTACT ME TO BOOK FOR YOUR PRIVATE SHOWING TODAY!

observerxtra.com/ads/

TAKING CARE 
OF BUSINESS

We’re Delivered to 16,500 homes in Woolwich, 
Wellesley & Waterloo every week.

NO OTHER ADVERTISING OPTION AS 
EFFECTIVE OR INEXPENSIVE TO REACH 

THE LOCAL MARKET. PERIOD.
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FAMILY ALBUM

100% LOCAL

TO BOOK 
A FAMILY 
NOTICE:

CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104 

OR

email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com
DEADLINE: Wednesday by 10am

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

Daryl J. Metzger

Those we love don’t walk away
They walk beside us everyday

Unseen, unheard and always near. 
Still loved and missed and very dear.

Who passed away 4 years ago 
March 28, 2013. 

In Loving Memory 
of a dear Husband, Father and Son.

Love: Kate, Sheldon, Scott & Kailtlin 
Wilma Metzger

Earl Wideman

God looked around His garden 
and found an empty place.

He then looked down upon the earth 
and saw your tired face.

He put His arms around you 
and lifted you to rest. 

God’s garden must be beautiful 
He always takes the best.

He knew that you were suffering 
He knew you were in pain

He knew that you would never 
get well on earth again.

March 23, 2016

In Memory of 

Lovingly remembered by Erma and Family

Congratulations to 
my big brother,  

Shaun Gallagher
On the opening of his Canadian Tire 

store in Elmira on March 23. 
Your little bro and the rest of us here on the 

west coast are very proud of you!

James Martin

Hard to believe it’s been 10 years Jimmy… 
thinking of you.  

In Memory Of 

March 22, 2007

Love, your family & friends.

Jane Turpel Black

While we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things
which are seen are temporal; but 

the things which are not seen are eternal. 
2 Corinthians 4:18

March 26, 2007

We miss you so much! We’ll love you forever!
Mom & Dad, Carrie & Family, Anne & Family 

Elizabeth

Jim McLeod

Today recalls the memory
Of a loved one gone to rest,

And those who think of him today
Are those who loved him best.
The years are quickly passing 
Though still we can’t forget,

For in the hearts that loved him
His memory lingers yet.

We miss you so much,
Forever in our hearts,

March 27, 2007

Helen, Chad Shawna Ava Mason & Grady
Krista Rob Mirella & Luca

IN MEMORIAM

CONGRATULATIONS

COLLISION EAST OF ELMIRA

Two vehicles collided 
on Monday in the 
early afternoon at the 
intersection of Northfield 
Drive and Line 86, just 
outside of Elmira. A 
red Mazda ended up 
in an adjacent field, 
while a burgundy Mini 
Cooper sustained serious 
damage to its front. 
Police say there were no 
serious injuries. 
[WHITNEY NEILSON / THE OBSERVER]

COLLISION CLOSES WELLESLEY INTERSECTION

Firefighters from Listowel, 
Wellesley and St. 
Clements responded to 
the scene of a two-vehicle 
collision at Manser Road 
and William Hastings Line 
on Monday afternoon 
around 4 p.m. The 
intersection was closed 
while crews investigated. 
[LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

THE (DRUM) CIRCLE OF LIFE
Barnswallow Place resident 
Hanna, along with staff 
member Marlene and her two 
children, Norah and Hayes, 
participate in the Elmira 
facility’s Intergenerational 
Drum Circle Mar. 14. 
[SUBMITTED]

STAG AND DOE

Kaitie Stuart & Matt Slawich

Come out to Kaitie Stuart, daughter of Craig 
and Jo-Anne Stuart; and Matt Slawich’s Stag 

and Doe at the Waterloo Rod and Gun 
Club. Featuring DJ Juicebox, there will be 

dancing, games, rafles, prizes and most of all 
fun! It will be April 1st at 8pm, it’s no joke! 

Stag & Doe for

All are welcome! 
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DEATH NOTICES

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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GLADWELL, Graham
Graham Gladwell died on Saturday, March 11, 2017 at St. 
Mary’s General Hospital in Kitchener. 

He was the husband of Joyce Gladwell, father of Graham Jr., 
Geoffrey and Malcolm, father-in-law to Beverly Suderman-
Gladwell, grandfather to Nathan and Maria, and mentor and 
inspiration to countless others. He was an expert in three 
things: the Bible (which he read every morning), mathemat-
ics, and gardening. On pretty much everything else, he was 
open to suggestion. He was a great friend to small children 
and dogs. He was generous and unpretentious and had a 
highly-developed sense of the absurd. He loved to take long 
walks and saw in nature a reflection of God’s glory. 

Graham Gladwell was born in Otford, Kent, England on Feb-
ruary 21, 1934, the second child of Basil and Doris Gladwell.
He graduated first in mathematics at University College Lon-
don in 1954 at the age of twenty and later received a Ph.D. and 
a D.Sc. from the same institution. He taught at the University 
of West Indies, the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
Southampton University, and in the Engineering Department 
of the University of Waterloo from 1969 until his retirement. 
He was a fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, the American 
Academy of Mechanics, the Institute of Mathematics and 
its Applications, and the recipient of a lifetime achievement 
medal from the Canadian Congress of Applied Mechanics. 
He was the author of five books about inverse problems, the 
theory of elasticity and the theory of vibration, all of which 
were entirely incomprehensible to anyone outside of his rari-
fied corner of academia. He was also the author of countless 
works of doggerel (some of which were published in local 
newspapers), a prose poem that will be read at his memorial, 
a beautiful feminist hymn (a “Her” as he put it), and an essay 
to his auto mechanic written in the voice of his car after the 
dealership repeatedly failed to fix the car’s problems. (The 
dealership returned the essay with a grade of A minus). Even 
in his final days, he brought humor and joy to all those he en-
countered. He would have been amused by the fact that the 
date of his death was a rare sequence of three prime numbers: 
the 11th day of the 3rd month of the 2017th year. 

A visitation for family and friends was held on Tuesday, 
March 21, 2017 from 2 to 4 p.m. and 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Water-
loo North Mennonite Church, 100 Benjamin Road, Waterloo. 
A memorial service will be held at Waterloo North Mennonite 
Church at 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 25, 2017.

The Gladwells are deeply grateful to the staff at St. Mary’s 
Hospital who cared for Graham with warmth and sensitiv-
ity. He was able to stay at home until very close to the end 
because of the help of many friends and volunteers and the 
dedicated staff from Home Instead.

In lieu of flowers, the family welcomes memorial donations 
to the Mennonite Central Committee. Donations and 
condolences for the family may be arranged through the Erb 
& Good Family Funeral Home, 171 King St. S., Waterloo at 
www.erbgood.com or 519-745-8445. 

www.erbgood.com

Sim, Rev. George Alexander 
1919 - 2017

Passed away peacefully to be with his Lord, on Thursday, 
March 16, 2017 at at Derbecker’s Heritage House, St. Jacobs. 
He went to the waiting arms of his beloved wife, Idella (2002), 
his son Geordie (2007) and his grandson Joshua (2008). 

He was the loving father of daughter-in-law Sandy (St. Cle-
ments), son Brian and Arlene (Mount Hope) and son Craig 
(Hamilton). He will be dearly missed by grandchildren 
Heather Sim (Matt Walsh), Helen and Doug Schlueter, Jona-
than and Lindsay Sim. He was adored by his great grandchil-
dren, Dylan and Zachary Schlueter. He is also survived by 
numerous nieces, nephews, and great nieces and nephews 
over Canada and the U.S.

George was a native of Waterloo, attended Waterloo schools 
and KCI Technical. He began in the garage business as a 
mechanic and then trained in the auto parts department. He 
joined the Armed Services in 1941, arrived in England in 1942 
and then was sent to the Remy unit (59th LAD) attached to 
the Ontario Tank Regiment. After the war, he again worked in 
the garage business. He and Idella were married in 1947. He 
entered the ministry under the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church and was ordained in 1961, which became the United 
Church in 1968. He served three congregations in 29 years: 
Tavistock, Listowel and St. Jacobs. He also served the Water-
loo Legion Branch 530 as a chaplain for over 35 years and the 
Waterloo Presbytery as a visitation chaplain in the Guelph 
Reformatory and the Regional jails of Guelph Cambridge and 
the old Kitchener jail. 

Above all, George loved his family times, always ready for a 
cup of tea and a sweet. He will be missed. 

Friends are invited to share their memories of Rev. Sim with 
his family during visitation at the Erb & Good Family Fu-
neral Home, 171 King St. S., Waterloo on Monday, March 20, 
2017 from 2- 4 p.m. and 6:30-8:30 p.m. The funeral service 
will be held at Calvary United Church, 48 Hawkesville Rd., St. 
Jacobs on Tuesday, March 21, 2017 at 11 a.m. with Rev. Drew 
Maxwell officiating. Interment to follow at Calvary United 
Church Cemetery, St. Jacobs.

Condolences for the family and donations to 
Calvary United Church, St. Jacobs and the K-W 
Poppy Fund may be arranged through the funer-
al home at www.erbgood.com or 519-745-8445.

The family would like to thank Heritage House 
staff for their wonderful care. 

“He sought the Lord.” - Psalm 34

www.erbgood.com
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QUALITY COLOUR PHOTO REPRINTS
FROM PAPER TO PRINT

5x7
$11 2nd Print 

only $5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only $7.50

4x6
$92nd Print 

only $4.50

THAT PHOTO IN THE 
OBSERVER CAN BE YOURS.
Visit our website to order any 
photo in paper or online.

GINGRICH, HELEN | Of Hanover, passed away at The 
Village Seniors Community, Hanover on Saturday, 
March 18, 2017, in her 93rd year. Local relatives are 
her son Dan (Judy) Gingrich of Wellesley.

GISBORN (ARNOT), DOROTHY  | Dorothy “Babs” 
passed peacefully at Groves Memorial Hospital, 
Fergus on March 12, 2017, in her 97th year.  Local 
relatives are her daughter Susan Seddon and her 
husband Jeff of Elmira.

JANTZI, WESLEY ROY  | Passed away on Monday, 
March 20, 2017 at Hospice Wellington, Guelph. 
Wes resided in McGregor, ON and was born 83 
years ago in Wellesley Township.

MARTIN, EDNA M.  | Peacefully, on Wednesday, 
March 15, 2017, at Hospice Wellington, Guelph, 
Edna Marie, age 86 years, of Elmira, formerly of 
R.R. 2 Drayton.

NAFZIGER, WM. DEAN  | Peacefully passed away, 
surrounded by family at the Grand River Hospital, 
Kitchener on Thursday, March 16, 2017, Dean of 
Waterloo in his 52nd year. Local relatives are his 
parents  Lewis and Idella Nafziger of Wellesley.

SCHAFER, ELSIE (NEE WOLFE)  | It is with great 
sadness and a heavy heart that we announce the 
passing of Elsie at Chartwell Elmira Long Term 
Care Residence on Saturday, March 18, 2017 at the 
age of 87. 

SHEARD, GLADYS LEOLA (NEE WHITE) | Passed away 
peacefully with her family by her side at Hospice 
Wellington on Monday, March 13, 2017 at the age 
of 87.  Local relatives are her son John (Mary) of 
Elmira.



28 | LIVING HERE THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 2017

LIVING HERE

HERE WE ARE AGAIN – 
one more week until the 
big day! Joel brought us a 
nice big pail of syrup this 
week for our line of in-
fused maple syrups. Chai-, 
habenero- and vanilla-
infused maple syrups are 
guaranteed to liven up your 
taste buds. 

We use these flavoured 
syrups in our specialty cof-
fees, lattes, sweet treats 
and granola. For breakfast 
we drizzle the sweet stuff 
on the sausage for our 
guests to enjoy all year. 
The mayor’s breakfast will 
include local turkey and 
farmers’ sausage kissed 
with maple syrup.  

One of our favourite ma-
ple combinations is maple 
Dijon, which works for 
chicken, fish, pork or beef. 
Travis has put together a 
maple mustard that has 
been in our store for awhile 
now. Kellson’s Maple Mus-
tard will be featuring their 
sliders on Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival day, while 
also serving as a fundrais-
ing effort for Riverside 
Public School, which is 
looking to build a new play-
ground.

So come visit us on Apr. 
1. There will be some great 
eats and local flavours of 
Elmira, no fooling. Support 

Adding a 
touch of 
maple 
perks 
things up

CHEF’S TABLE | 314-H | 31

LIZ BEVAN

IT’S NOT ALL ABOUT live-
stock and country fairs for 
the 4-H Club.

For a group of young 4-H 
members, the club is all 
about maple syrup. 

The youngsters have 
been meeting every Sat-
urday since Feb. 25, learn-
ing the ins and outs of the 
maple syrup business. The 
club is supervised by John 
Drummond and Kevin 
Snyder of Snyder Heritage 
Farms in Breslau. 

Every week, the club 
members look at different 
ways to eat maple syrup, 
harvesting and processing 
the syrup and even how to 
get creative.

As a member of the Wa-
terloo Region 4-H Maple 
Syrup Club, Ruby Avelar 
says she has learned many 
interesting things about 
the golden sticky syrup 
made all over the area. 

At their last meeting on 
Mar. 18, the club tested a 
theory that different sides 
of a maple tree have differ-
ent sugar concentrations in 
the sap. For example, the 
south side of the tree gets 
a bit more sun in the win-
tertime, so would the extra 
sun help or hinder the sap’s 
sugar content?

“It was sweetest on the 
north side,” said Avelar, 
adding that wasn’t the only 
interesting thing she re-
members from Saturday’s 
trip to Snyder Heritage 
Farms, “We saw that there 
was a really, really old 
tree that still has a spile 
(tap) still sticking out of 
it. You could only see a bit 
of it though. The tree had 
grown.”

Drummond says there 
are a great group of kids in 
the club this year, and he 
believes the appeal for the 
club is just because of how 
prevalent maple syrup is in 
the rural culture of Water-

loo Region. 
“I think they just want to 

learn more about the maple 
syrup industry,” he said. 
“They want to know how 
to make the syrup that’s all 
around us.”

One of Avelar’s favourite 
things about the maple syr-
up club is getting to taste 
test some different maple 
products, and even making 
them herself. 

“My favourite was the 

maple syrup-covered pea-
nuts,” she said, adding the 
social side of it is important 
too. “It is really fun to see 
my friends.”

She wants to see more 
people learning more about 

maple syrup in the future. 
“I think it is great and 

I think it is something 
that a lot of people should 
know about because a lot 
of foods have maple syrup 
in them. There is a lot of 
maple around,” she said. 

The public can join in 
and learn more about how 
to make syrup from sap on 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festi-
val day. On Apr. 1, the club 
will be stationed at Snyder 
Heritage Farms from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. teaching the 
public about the processes 
involved in making deli-
cious maple syrup. They 
will even be serving maple 
syrup cotton candy, a 
highlight for Drummond. 
Everyone is welcome. 

“We made the maple 
sugar, we put it in the cot-
ton candy machine and I 

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

4-H Maple Syrup Club member Colin Ormiston taste tests the sap straight from a maple tree at Snyder Heritage Farms on Mar. 18. The club tested a tree to see which side, north, east, south 
or west, had the sweetest sap. [LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]

Anna Koke uses an instrument to determine the sugar content in a sap sample while Ruby Avelar looks on.  

Having 
all kinds 

of fun 
in sticky 

situations

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net
Accredited  

Test & Repair Facility

This is a great time of 
year to get your vehicle’s 
wheel alignment checked!
As you hit rough roads and potholes left by the cold 
winter it is possible that your vehicle could be out of 
alignment. A poorly aligned vehicle will greatly reduce 
the life of your tires and can also cause poor handling 
on wet and slippery roads. 
– Brad

Young members of Waterloo 
Region 4-H Maple Syrup 
Club learning the ins and 

outs of the industry

KID STUFF / HANDS-ON NATURE
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

MARCH 24

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO do? Pop by the Youth 
Centre for game night. Feel free to bring your 
favourite game. Those new to the Youth Centre are 
encouraged to join the fun, 6 p.m. at 24 Snyder Ave. 
S., Elmira. Call 519-669-3539.

THE KNIGHT OF COLUMBUS Council 8192 are 
sponsoring a fish fry at St. Teresa of Avila Church 
Hall, 19 Flamingo Dr., Elmira. Two sittings: 5 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. Adults & takeouts $15, children (12 & 
under) $8. Advance tickets are available until Mar. 
22. Purchase your tickets from the St. Teresa of Avila 
parish office between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. or call 519-
669-3387. Proceeds go to the Knights of Columbus 
charities.

TECH TALK FOR SENIORS at the Woolwich Seniors 
Centre, 1 p.m., courtesy of the Elmira Library. Free. 
Call Karole at 519-669-5044 to register.

MARCH 27

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT Woolwich Memorial 
Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us at noon for a light lunch and fellowship. 
Cost: $6. Call 519-664-1900 or toll free: 1-855-664-
1900 to sign up.

MARCH 28

AGING WELL IN WOOLWICH Fair at Breslau 
Community Centre.  Free. Includes lunch. To 
register,  call 519-644-1900.

MARCH 29

SELFIE SCAVENGER HUNT. LOVE scavenger hunts? How 
about disposable cameras? The two come together 
for the Youth Centre’s Selfie Scavenger Hunt. Youth 
in Grade 6 up to age 19 are encouraged to participate. 
Your first visit is free, so what better way to check out 
what the Youth Centre has to offer? Starts at 4:30 p.m., 
24 Snyder Ave. S. Elmira. Call 519-669-3539.

MARCH 30 

SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD LIVING with anxiety and 
depression. Free family education session will be 
presented by Sid Bater, counsellor at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre (10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs) 
6:30-8:30 p.m. in partnership with Canadian Mental 
Health Association. Please call 519-664-3794.

MARCH 31

HIKE THE KISSING BRIDGE Trail, 4:30 p.m. Feel like 
some fresh air? Up for an adventure? Are you in Grade 
6 and up to the age of 19? Join us at the Youth Centre 
for a hike along the Kissing Bridge Trail. Don’t forget 
your walking shoes and be prepared for a fun time! 
Woolwich Youth Centre, 24 Snyder Ave. S., Elmira. 

APRIL 5

OSTEOPOROSIS EDUCATION. THIS TWO-PART 
workshop will help you understand bone health, 
discuss medications and vitamins, and healthy 
eating. This program is offered at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs,  
8:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. and Apr. 12, 9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Please call 519-664-3794.

APRIL 8

COMMUNITY CAN DINE, DINNER for April is pork 
roast. Free for everyone; donations are accepted 
to cover the cost of food. Held every second Friday 
of the month, 6-7:30 p.m. at Trinity United Church 
Fellowship Hall. Come eat with us!

APRIL 12

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us for 
a hot noonday meal, fellowship and entertainment 
at Calvary United Church. Cost: $11. Call 519-664-1900 
by noon Apr. 10 to sign up.

APRIL 13

THE WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR Seniors invites you to 
attend “Welland Canal Mission.” Chaplain Art Taylor. 
Music: Joyce Ruppert and Marlene Toye. Starts at 
10:30 a.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship. Suggested 
donation $7 includes hot meal at noon.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and seniors 
has guest speaker Scott Gallagher, certified athletic 
therapist. Topic: Is Your Body Keeping up with You?  
Please join us, 10 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre 58 St. Charles St. E., Maryhill. Admission is $2. 
Enjoy tea or coffee and a delicious snack.

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join us for 
a hot noonday meal, fellowship and entertainment 
at Breslau Community Centre. Cost: $6. Call 519-664-
1900 by noon Apr. 10 to sign up.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1296

Sunday, March 26th

9:15 AM & 11:00 AM

�e �ng’s Invitation:
To The Religious

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: David Marsh

Who’s The 
Boss?

Sunday, March 26th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Lent 4: 

“Restore Us, O God! 
We See”

Fred Lichti preaching

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

21 Arthur St. N., Box 25, Elmira
519-669-5560 • www.trinityunitedelmira.ca

 TRINITY UNITED CHURCH

Love, Learn & Live by Christ’s Teachings

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:30am - Contemporary Worship
11:00am - Traditional Worship

Clergy: Rev. Sue Campbell
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detect them: Humans have 
some 20 million of these, a 
bloodhound 220 million.

The number of scents 
humans can discriminate 
is equally impressive. Just 
as the 26 A-to-Z letters of 
the English alphabet can 
combine to form many 
words, so odor molecules 
bind to different receptor 
arrays, producing at least 1 
trillion (1,000,000,000,000) 
possible odors. “It is the 
combination of olfactory 
receptors, which activate 
different neuron patterns, 
that allows us to distinguish 
between the aromas of 
fresh-brewed and hours-old 
coffee.”

ACROSS
1. Postulates
8. Lead, e.g.
17. Kind of industry
18. Disruptions
19. Extraction process
20. Swopped
21. Slaw or fries
23. Least interesting
24. Sow again
26. Flanders of Springfield
27. Bring to bear
30. Be sorry
33. Cardinal
35. Garbage
37. Frigid
38. Swap magazines
41. Need a bath badly
42. “Ain’t ___ Sweet”
43. Diminish
45. Bumpkin
47. “South Park” setting
49. Score book
53. Pastrami purveyor
54. Corkwood
55. “It Must Be ___”

56. Bust
59. Cat cries
61. Locale
62. Decree
64. Farm pen
65. Reddish brown
67. Cap
68. Car ad abbr.
71. Final transport
73. Bondsman
76. Yacht races
80. Close follower
83. Non-Jewish
84. Personified
85. Burn up
86. Tapes
87. Sound systems
DOWN
1. Air force heroes
2. Arias, usually
3. Fastener
4. Pronounced
5. Iron ___
6. Selfish one
7. Brains
8. Sticker

9. Acted like
10. Cut off
11. Chilling
12. Got by
13. Brinks
14. Molière play
15. Bass, for one
16. “Acid”
22. Till now
25. Expunge
28. Ed.’s request
29. Wapiti
30. Computer architecture 
acronym
31. Canyon sound
32. Zest
34. Coif
36. At liberty
38. Spokes
39. Seed coverings
40. Records
43. “___ you nuts?”
44. Bee ___
46. Kind of strap
48. Chances
49. Attorney

50. Drive-___
51. Class
52. Oil source
54. Not just one
56. Furrow
57. Alias
58. Poetic beats
60. Word in a simile
61. Cohort
63. Asylum seeker
65. Silvery
66. Shylock’s interest
69. Nursery item
70. Reached
72. Patronage
74. “Ah, me!”
75. Network
77. Food sticker
78. ___-ran
79. Attends
80. Behavioral quirk
81. Santa ___
82. Low-___

“Socializing” online helps millennials cut down on drinking, save money

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Mbabala Island,  
Zambia, Africa 

This team from Woodside Bible 
Fellowship spent a few weeks helping 
provide clean running water and early 
childhood education to a community 
on Mbabala Island, Zambia, Africa in 
January. Mark & Carmen Brubacher, 
Darren & Amanda Lewis, Dennis & Miriam 
Brubacher, Dustin Martin, Tony & Kaarina 
Weber, Amy Drake, Rob & Marilyn Martin

LOCATION

CAPTION

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Q. One youngster reaches 
out to accept a 7-centime-
ter bug specimen into her 
outstretched hand while 
another shudders in aver-
sion. Many others lean 
in with intense fascina-
tion. Where are they, and 
what’s happening?
A. They’re at the “cock-
roach cuddling corner” of 
the Arizona Insect Festival, 
says University of Arizona 
entomologist Cara Gibson 
in “Science” magazine. 
Soon all the other kids are 
gently cupping cockroaches 
in their hands. It’s a “big, 
bug science party,” as the 
magazine headlines it, 
showing “visitors how in-

sects and their allies—71% 
of Earth’s described diver-
sity—vary in size, shape, 
and color.”

As Gibson describes it: 
“From the beginning six 
years ago, I have been filled 
with awe at the connections 
that can be made by such 
an event that engages the 
community,” some 5,000 
strong, as they make new 
relationships with their 
tiny neighbors. “I smile to 
myself as I overhear what 
could be a younger version 
of myself exclaim, ‘I can’t 
wait to see if these are in 
our yard!’”
Q. Have you heard that 
many young adults these 
days are choosing to stay 
sober? Why might that be?
A. The factors are many 
and varied, but “it’s impos-
sible to ignore the role of 
new financial pressures,” 

says Jon White in “New Sci-
entist” magazine. “Millen-
nials (those born between 
the early 1980s and mid 
1990s) in many places are 
loaded with student debt, 
have faced recessions, are 
living in an era of greater 
job insecurity, widening 
income inequality and also 
rising housing costs.” 

Then, too, rather than 
meeting in a bar or at some-
body’s house party drink-
ing alcohol, socializing via 
group chats can now be 
done online using laptops, 
tablets and smartphones. 
With ready-on-demand 
cameras, smartphones 
may also play into younger 
people’s fear of appearing 
drunk in photos posted 
online for all to see. In a 
recent report, Beer-maker 
Heineken concluded that 
“self-awareness and stay-

ing in control” are the main 
motivations for reduced 
drinking on a night out for 
millennials.

Consider several other 
factors: As Western popula-
tions are becoming more 
cosmopolitan, they are 
incorporating newcomers 
from cultures where drink-
ing is less common. For 
example, London with the 
most diverse population in 
the UK also has the highest 
concentration of people 
who are teetotal (30%). 
Also, millennials may be 
experiencing a backlash to 
the excesses of their parents 
(born primarily from 1946 
to 1980), whose drinking 
has either risen or remained 
high in recent decades. 

Though it’s hard to deter-
mine which factors among 
many are most critical, 
White says, “the payoff for 

maintaining alcohol con-
sumption at a low level is 
potentially huge in terms of 
lives and money saved and 
pressures eased on health-
care systems.”
Q. There are different 
beginnings and endings 
to many things, true of 
people as well. What’s one 
picturesque A-to-Z off-
shoot for homo sapiens?
A. Human life begins with 
an inhalation and ends with 
an exhalation, averaging 
some 500 million breaths of 
life overall—sustaining our 
air and bathing our nostrils 
in a stream of scent-laden 
molecules, says David G. 
Myers and C. Nathan 
Dewall in “Exploring Psy-
chology.” Odor molecules 
come in many shapes and 
sizes, so many in fact that it 
requires an enormous num-
ber of olfactory receptors to 
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In a bowl, mix together 
maple mustard, syrup, ci-
der, ginger, garlic, onion, 
curry, cumin and chili.

In a preheated pan on 
medium, add 2 Tbsp. of 
vegetable oil.

Dry off fish with paper 
towel. Season with salt and 
pepper.  Sear in pan and 
turn over.  

Spoon maple mixture 
over the fish and bake in 
the oven at 375 F for ap-
proximately 12-15 minutes, 
depending on how thick 
the fish is.

our community artisans 
looking to create great food 
and a do-good feeling that 
goes into the lives of oth-
ers.  

Maple 
Mustard 
Halibut 
2 Tbsp. Kellsons Maple 
Mustard
1/4 cup maple syrup
2 Tbsp. fresh cider
1 Tbsp. chopped ginger
2 tsp. chopped garlic
2 Tbsp. sliced green onion
2 tsp. curry
1 tsp. cumin 
Pinch of chillies
4 portions of halibut or had-
dock

CHEF’S TABLE: Having fun 
putting maple syrup to use
in a wider variety of recipes
FROM | 28

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

Routes have changed and so have 
pickup times.

Don’t snooze!         

www.regionofwaterloo.ca/wastechanges  519-575-4400

Collection starts at 7 a.m.

WE RECYCLE
REGION OF WATERLOO

519-575-4400

82 Maddison St., W. Monkton, ON • 519-347-9999

Come and Enjoy
Country style buffet

friday, March 24
DINNER BUFFET: 4:00PM-7:00PM

Children (Under 5) $3.00  Children (5-12) $7.50
Adults: $17.75  Seniors (65+) $13.75

saturday, March 25

DINNER BUFFET: 4:00PM-7:00PM
Children (Under 5) $3.00  Children (5-12) $7.50

Adults: $17.75  Seniors (65+) $13.75

all you
can eat!
all you
can eat!

HOT BUFFET, SOUP & SALAD, HOT ENTREES & DESSERT

LUNCH BUFFET: 12:00pM-3:30PM
Children (Under 5) $3.00  Children (5-12) $7.50

Adults: $17.75  Seniors (65+) $13.75

TO
RESERVE

CALL:

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com

Computer/Laptop/iPad Service: WE FIX ALL BRANDS

Apple
iPADs

$14999
from

Windows
LAPTOPS
$14999

from

Apple
MacBooks
$59999

from

HP Wireless
PRINTERS

$9999
from

LCD
MONITORS

$3999
from

Windows
DESKTOPS
$14999

from

OUT WITH THE OLD and 
in with the new.

Less than a year after 
the tennis court was re-
moved in the Village of 
Wellesley, township coun-
cil has approved a new 
multi-use sports pad for 
the St. Clements Commu-
nity Centre.

The Wellesley tennis 
courts are long gone after 
the site fell into disrepair 
and wasn’t considered safe 
anymore. But now, town-
ship residents will have 
another spot to hit the 
courts, whether for a ten-
nis match, a game of bas-
ketball, or even pickleball. 

The construction con-
tract was awarded last 
week to Paul Schnarr 
Construction, and due to 
community find raising ef-
forts, won’t be costing the 
township any extra money. 

The source of the fund-
ing was of concern to Ward 
4 Coun. Carl Smit before 

Wellesley approves new multi-use sports 
pad at St. Clements Community Centre
Tennis, basketball, pickleball among potential uses

voting Mar. 14.
“I am looking back in 

our notes, and is says that 
St. Clements capital proj-
ects budget is $112,173,” 
he said mentioning the 
$46,500 price tag on the 
project. “Where exactly is 
this money coming from?”

Recreation director Brad 
Voisin informed council 
that the funds for the proj-
ect are coming from the 
St. Clements Recreation 
Service Board and the KW 
Community Foundation. 

“This project actually 
was not even put in our 
capital budget,” Voisin 
explained.

Coun. Shelley Wagner, 
representing Ward 1, want-
ed to ensure there was no 
duplication of services 
with the multi-use sports 
pad. 

“Would this mean that 
we have two multi-use 
sports pads in St. Clem-
ents?  I am referring to the 
pavilion that is also used 
as the outdoor rink (at the 

community centre),” she 
said. 

Voisin assured her that 
the current space wasn’t 
suited for much else other 
than an outdoor rink or 
community rentals in the 
summer months. 

“The ceiling is just too 
low. That area is no good 
for tennis or basketball,” 
he said. 

There were also con-
cerns about maintenance. 
The township isn’t footing 
the bill for construction, 
but what about years to 
come?

“It is going to be similar 
to Hawkesville’s multi-use 
sports pad and we know 
the ongoing costs there 
are minimal,” said Voisin. 
“There has been nothing 
major up until this point.”

Council having voted 
to allow the project to 
go ahead, the multi-use 
sports pad will be located 
on the corner of Maple and 
Park streets, next to the 
baseball diamond.

LIZ BEVAN

4-H: Learning more about a growing industry

would say so far this year 
that has been the favou-
rite,” he said. 

To learn more about the 
4-H Maple Syrup Club, 
or other clubs offered for 
youth by Waterloo Region 
4-H, visit their website at 
www.4-hontario.ca.

FROM | 28

The 4-H Maple Syrup Club gathered at 
Snyder Heritage Farms last Saturday to 
learn more about how maple syrup is 
produced at the Breslau farm.  
[LIZ BEVAN / THE OBSERVER]
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MARCH SALES 

MADNESS

OVER 1,000 
RUGS IN STOCK!

AREA 
RUGS!

NO 
TAX!

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
 MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

-- MARCH 23-26 --

MARCH SALES 

IN STOCK

MAPLE AGED NATURAL

12MM THICK!
AC4 LAMINATE
$127

REG 3.29REG 3.29REG 3.29REG 3.29REG 3.29REG 3.29

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

9AM
9AM
11AM

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

9AM
9AM
9AM

9PM
9PM
9PM

THURSDAY 9AM 9PM
9PM
6PM
5PM

SALE HOURS

OUR HOURS

MADNESS

IN STOCK

WOW! HOT BUY!

12” X 24”
PORCELAIN TILE
$197

FROM

REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99
/SQ FT

IN STOCK

PLUS NO TAX!

MODERN
FRIEZE CARPET
$117

FROM

REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99
/SQ FT

/SQ FT

IN STOCK

100% WATERPROOF!

4MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$157
FROM /SQ FT

REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

IN STOCK

SOLID HARDWOOOD!

    3/4” THICK
OAK OR MAPLE
$297

FROM /SQ FT

REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

KW’S LARGEST
SELECTION!

OVER 1,000 
RUGS IN STOCK!

AREA 
RUGS!

NO 
TAX!

ON ALL 
IN-STOCK 

FROM

made in 
CANADA

Are your children 
or teenagers 
struggling?

In a single counselling 
and consultation session, 

we can help parents, 
children and youth up to  

their 18th birthday who are  
struggling with:

Behaviour
Emotions
Self-harm

School Concerns
Mental Health 
Relationships

And we can help you  
access more intensive  

services.
Call Front Door at 519-749-2932 

to schedule an appointment.

Wellesley Township Community 
Health Centre

1180 Queens Bush Rd, Wellesley

Access to Child and Youth
Mental Health Services

www.frontdoormentalhealth.ca
               519-749-2932

Tuesdays

Woolwich Counselling Centre
65 Memorial Ave, Elmira

Thursdays

Access to Child and Youth

Front Door is funded by the Ministry of Children and Youth Services

Working in partnership with

in Wellesley where the 
arena is, the community 
centre, the splash park, the 
leash-free dog park, skate-
board stuff, ball diamonds, 
it’s packed in so tight. It’s  
very, very congested and 
the current soccer fields 
are not regulation size, so 
that eliminates hosting 
sanctioned tournaments,” 
Voisin explained.

All 40 acres won’t be de-
veloped right away. Voisin 
says how fast it is devel-

oped will depend on the 
community’s involvement.

He encourages residents 
to come ask questions and 
provide their own sugges-
tions.

“At this point we have 
no idea what will be on 
the land, but hopefully the 
township residents look at 
it and get interested and 
we need their input. It’s 
their land,” Voisin said.

The open forum will 
be held today (Thursday) 
from 5-7:30 p.m. at Cross-

hill Mennonite Church 
(2357 Hutchison Rd.). 
Light snacks and refresh-
ments will be available, 
as well as township staff 
and the Fanshawe design 
students.

“It’s going to be a long-
term project. It’s going to 
be up to the citizens of the 
township on fundraising, 
on grants. We’re hoping 
that community groups 
grab onto it and decide 
what they’d like to see 
first.”

REC. LAND: Township seeking public feedback
FROM | 2

Scott Hahn and fellow El-
mira representative Patrick 
Merlihan, who, as chair of 
the meeting, didn’t vote on 
the eventual motion. Both 
took particular aim at plans 
to build new sidewalks on 
Snyder Avenue north of 
William Street, noting the 
impact on homeowners’ 
lots and the fact the walk-
ways won’t take pedestri-
ans anywhere.

“This sidewalk leads to 
nowhere,” argued Merli-
han.

Other councillors, how-
ever, opted to go with the 
staff-led plan despite the 
situation.

The approved project 
awards a $1.7-million 

tender to Terracon Under-
ground Ltd. to carry out 
the reconstruction, along 
with another $118,000 for 
GM BluePlan Engineering 
to carry out the administra-
tion of the work.

Planned is a full recon-
struction of Snyder Avenue 
North between Church 
Street and Riverside Drive, 
including underground 
services, sidewalks, curbs 
and gutters. Also included 
are portions of William and 
Herbert streets.

As with Millar’s con-
crete driveway, portions 
will be ripped out and 
replaced with a sidewalk 
along township property. 
The new sidewalks will 
cut short some driveways 

and impinge on homes on 
smaller lots built closer to 
the road in this older part 
of Elmira. Some mature 
trees may be removed or 
damaged as well. 

Director of engineering 
and planning Dan Kennal-
ey noted the municipality 
will try to save trees, and 
will be responsible for any 
damage done to residents’ 
driveways and lawns in the 
process of reconstructing 
the roadways.

The matter will be 
brought back to the Mar. 28 
council meeting, at which 
time residents will have an-
other opportunity to speak 
to their concerns, hoping to 
sway councillors to do what 
they see as right.

SIDEWALKS: Council determined to push ahead
FROM | COVER


