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YOUR 
CHRISTMAS 

TREE AWAITS!

HOUSEPLANTS MAKE A GREAT 
GIFT FOR THE PLANT LOVER IN 

YOUR LIFE … GREAT SELECTION! 

HOLIDAY DECOR & 
SO MUCH MORE

TREE AWAITS!

HOUSEPLANTS MAKE A GREAT HOUSEPLANTS MAKE A GREAT HOUSEPLANTS MAKE A GREAT 
GIFT FOR THE PLANT LOVER IN GIFT FOR THE PLANT LOVER IN GIFT FOR THE PLANT LOVER IN 

YOUR LIFE YOUR LIFE YOUR LIFE 

ALI WILSON

ELMIRA COLLISION WIPES OUT HYDRO POLE, POWER TO CUSTOMERS

Approximately 1,700 Waterloo North Hydro customers lost power Monday morning following a collision at the intersection of Arthur Street and Oriole Parkway in Elmira involving a transport truck and white Dodge pickup truck.  See page 5 for more information. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Farmers’ market, 
surrounding 
land to be sold
Mercedes Corp. reaches 
deal with Schlegel Urban 
Developments to sell businesses, 
45 acres of land in St. Jacobs

ST. JACOBS FARMERS’ 
MARKET and market dis-
trict businesses are set to 
change hands from Mer-
cedes Corp. to Schlegel 
Urban Developments Corp.  
in early 2018, contingent 
on obtaining the necessary 
corporate and regulatory 
approvals. 

The sale will include the 
land and operations of the 
St. Jacobs Factory Outlet 
mall, the St. Jacobs Farmers’ 

Market, Market Road An-
tiques and the TSC property. 
The businesses and approxi-
mate 45 acres of land on 
which they sit, is currently 
owned by families of Ross 
and Milo Shantz and 40 in-
dependent shareholders.  

Financial terms of the deal 
were not disclosed.

Since 1975 the land has 
been home to the Ontario 
Livestock Exchange (OLEX) 
and the St. Jacobs Farmers’ 
Market with more than 350 
year-round vendors. Today 
the second generation of 

Shantz entrepreneurs oper-
ate and partner in the farm-
ers’ market, restaurants, 
furniture stores, hotels and 
other business enterprises. 
The farmers’ market and 
Village of St. Jacobs are now 
an international destination, 
attracting more than one 
million visitors to the area 
each year.

Owned and operated by 
the Ronald Schlegel family, 
the Schlegel family group 
of companies is actively 
involved in a wide variety 
of businesses, including 

mental health and addiction 
services across Canada, se-
niors’ care across Ontario, as 
well as urban development 
and agri-business more lo-
cally. One of the portfolio 
entities, Schlegel Urban De-
velopments is a Kitchener-
based real estate company 
recognized for its residential 
subdivision projects and 
commercial developments, 
the most prominent being 
the mixed-use Williamsburg 
Town Centre on Fischer-

DEAL | 7



2 | NEWS THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2017

OPENOPEN

May not be exactly as shown. 
While quantities last.

1 Union St., Elmira

519-669-3072
THE SHOPS AT ROXTON

www.elmiragif toutlet.com

REGULAR
STORE HOURS:

MON-WED
9:30-5:30

THURS-FRI
9:30-7:00

SATURDAY
9:30-5:30

OPEN SUNDAYS:
DEC 3, 10, 17 12-4pm

BOGO
buy one get the secondbuy one get the sec

HALF PRICE

DEC 3, 10, 17DEC 3, 10, 17
12-4pm12-4pm

Floradale
PARKVIEW

MANORS
PARKVIEW

MANORS

PARKVIEW MANORS
Floradale

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:  MARK.............519-465-7388
 LEON..............519-503-3323

30 FLORAPINE RD., FLORADALE

Scenic, country setting on 16 acre property
Adjacent to park area and hiking trail  

Low utility costs!  |  Garden plots available
Large central area for family get-togethers

All units include kitchenettes 
Central dining available 2 days per week

Home Care nursing available to eligible applicants

ONE PRE-OWNED SINGLE BEDROOM UNIT 
Available for immediate Possession $227,500

41-Unit Christian Lifestyle Seniors’ Residence

UST  LIKE
THEM  HORSES

JUST  LIKE
THEM  HORSES

SNOW | SALT | GRASS
LARRY CAMPBELL

519-504-4016
Reasonable | Reliable | Fully Insured

ANXIOUS BIRDWATCHERS 
AND CASUAL photographers 
hit the back trails of Elmira 
Tuesday, drawn by reports 
of a rare yellow-throated 
warbler in the area.

It was certainly a balmy if 
windy late-November day to 
be out in search of the target 
that, as the name suggests, 
sports a splash of yellow on 
the front of its neck. Not 
typically seen this far north, 
the bird was sighted along 
the trail in between Florad-
ale Road and Snyder Avenue 
in Elmira.

“There are reports of a 
yellow-throated warbler in 
the area, and it’s been out 
here a couple of weeks,” said 
Jim Herrewynen, one of the 
birdwatchers out Tuesday 
afternoon in search of the 
warbler. He noted there was 
a Merlin, a small falcon, 
nearby eating a sparrow, 
which may have scared off 
the smaller warbler.

Herrewynen, a hobbyist, 
said he was on his lunch 
break and decided to check 
the trails, which were close 
by, in search of the warbler. 

“It’s a casual hobby of 
mine. I don’t have all the 
best equipment for it, but I 
still enjoy it,” he said. The 
people he had spoken to 
along the trail Tuesday had 
not spotted the bird.

Brian Johnson, a photog-
rapher hoping to capture 
a shot of the rare warbler, 

Sighting of yellow-throated warbler 
sees birdwatchers flock to Elmira

said he had seen a posting 
online and likewise made it 
out to Elmira.

“Well there’s all 
different kinds of 
warblers, and 
this is just one 
I haven’t seen 
before,” he 
said.

However, 
the day before, 
birdwatcher Ken 
Burrell says he spot-
ted the warbler along the 
trail, and was able to get 
several photos at a distance, 
which he submitted to 
eBird.org, an online website 
which tracks sightings by 
the birding community. 
Another sighting was re-
ported on the same website 
on November 11 by a Dar-
lene Lamarre, who likewise 
submitted a photograph 
of the tiny yellow-throated 
warbler.

“It’s only the second re-
cord for Waterloo Region, 
and it’s actually the first 
one photographed,” he said, 
adding that the region had 
fairly good coverage from 
the birdwatching commu-
nity.

Burrell said he worked for 
Natural Resources Solutions 
Inc., a consulting firm based 
in the Waterloo Region, 
as biologist with a focus 
on birds. He said he was 
also the regional reviewer 
for eBird. Speaking on the 
phone, Burrell speculated 
how the yellow-throated 

warbler might have found 
its way to the area.

“It’s kind of hard to tell. 
I mean we’ve had 

some pretty 
strong south-

erly winds the 
last few weeks 
– I guess it’s 
kind of typical 

at this time 
of year – and 

some other rare 
birds kind of showed 

up around the same time. 
So it would probably just be 
like a pretty intense storm 
system from the southern 
U.S. that displaces birds 
north of their ... normal 
range,” he suggested.

According to the eBirds 
dynamic map, which is 
updated based on verified 
sightings, the yellow-throat-
ed warbler rarely ventures 
north from the U.S., prefer-
ring the eastern states of 
that country.

“The breeding range ex-
tends to northern Ohio, and 
then their wintering range 
shifts south. So it’s like 
southern Louisiana, Florida, 
southern South Carolina. 
And then the birds are also 
in the West Indies and the 
Caribbean at this time of 
year,” said Burrell.

As to whether the birds 
venture northwards was 
related to global warming, 
Burrell said that was diffi-
cult for him to conclusively 
say.

He noted the significance 
of the sighting, saying there 
was little record of the yel-
low-throated warbler at the 
region’s naturalist club’s, 
which goes back some 80 
years. 

“We have tens of thou-
sands of ... records, and its 
only the second record ever 
[in Waterloo].” 

It was also only the sec-
ond yellow-throated warbler 
to be photographed in the 
province this year, accord-
ing to eBird’s data, with the 
other sighting taking place 
in April in Essex County.

FAISAL ALI

Birdwatcher Jim Herrewynen was out Tuesday afternoon on the township trails after sightings were reported of a a yellow-throated warbler 
in the area. Inset, a photo of the warbler taken by Ken Burrell on Monday. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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WE’VE GOT YOUR TIRES!

 

NEED WINTER TIRES?

PARADE | 6

BREAKFAST | 6

THE ONE AND ONLY Santa 
Claus is taking some much 
deserved time for a break-
fast date with Mrs. Claus 
next weekend at Calvary 
United Church in St. Ja-
cobs.

The outing is coordi-
nated and put on by the 
Optimist Club of St. Jacobs, 
with organizer Rob Perry 
gearing up for this special 
13th annual Breakfast with 

St. Jacobs Optimists serve up breakfast with Santa and Mrs. Claus on Dec. 9
ALI WILSON Santa.

The event, Perry ex-
plains, is really a commu-
nity gathering for people 
to enjoy during the holiday 
season. 

“It is an all ages type 
thing, we have lots of food 
and lots of seating for 
people to come and visit 
and for it to be a commu-
nity thing. We have Santa 
and Mrs. Claus and little 
things for the kids to keep 
them entertained – crayons 

and colouring books on the 
table,” said Perry, noting 
it helps parents also enjoy 
their meal. 

During breakfast, guests 
will also enjoy Christmas 
music from the ladies bar-
bershop group, the Chord 
Spinners, and  for the kids, 
or really whoever wants 
it, Cleo the Clown will be 
on hand to do some face-
painting at the breakfast.

“It is my favourite time of 
the year. It’s my favourite 

event,” he said.
Perry has been helping 

with the Breakfast with 
Santa for 12 years now. In 
addition to the joy the one-
day event brings the com-
munity, he also stressed the 
work the Optimists Club 
does help to provide for the 
community year round.

“I think people see us as, 
or know us for our Break-
fast with Santa, but we re-
ally want to stress that we 
do a lot more than that. Our 

philosophy is that we can 
improve our community 
by making the lives of kids 
better, so everything we do 
throughout the year is tar-
geted towards that.”

Funds raised from the 
breakfast will be going to 
St. Jacobs Public School. 
Since the Optimists have 
started the Leadership Pro-
gram at the school in 2014, 
they have donated more 
than $20,000 to be used at 
the school for things such 

as their Lego Robotics pro-
gram, and provide speakers 
and authors for the kids to 
learn from.

“We are working hard to 
make sure that these kids 
have experiences above 
and beyond what they 
would normally have avail-
able to them through the 
curriculum,” he explained.

As for those expected to 
attend the breakfast, com-

SPEEDING MOTORISTS ARE 
A common enough concern 
for Wellesley residents liv-
ing next to busy roadways. 
Reacting to public con-
cerns, the township is look-
ing at ways to assess calls 
for speed bumps.

“Township staff has 
received requests from 
residents to install speed 
bumps on residential 
streets and staff felt it was 
important to have a consis-
tent method to determine 
when traffic-calming de-
vices would be warranted,” 
explained Ryan Baker, a 
public works technician 
with the township who 
drafted the criteria, in an 
email. He added that the 
highest demand for speed 
bumps was on residential 
roads.

The criteria, which 
were backed by Wellesley 
councillors at last week’s 
meeting, have two main 
requirements that need to 
be passed before township 
staff will recommend in-
stalling a speed bump. 

The first is a speeding 
requirement. If 15 per cent 
of the traffic on a busy road 
(500-plus cars a day) are 
going at least 5km/h above 
the speed limit, township 
staff will consider install-

Wellesley eyes policy 
for assessing public 
requests for speed bumps, 
traffic-calming measures

FAISAL ALI

IT’S THAT TIME OF year 
again when Jolly Old St. 
Nick is coming to visit the 
townships. He’ll be taking 
a tour of Elmira first, this 
Saturday, in the Santa Claus 
Parade and St. Clements 
on Saturday, December 16; 
while Wellesley will be hav-
ing their own Christmas 
Tyme Parade on Friday, 
December 8

Coming first to Elmira 
this Saturday, Santa Claus 
will be taking part in the 
parade through the town, 
which starts at 10 a.m.

Santa rolls into town for 
parade in Elmira this weekend
Also taking part in festivities in Wellesley Dec. 8 and St. Clements Dec. 16

FAISAL ALI

Santa Claus will riding on a fire engine at this Saturday’s parade in Elmira. Following that, he will be making appearances throughout the township, including at Wellesley village Dec. 8, 
and the Santa Claus parade in St. Clements on Dec. 16. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

“This year they got me in 
a fire truck, just in case of 
emergencies I can help out. 
So I’ll be in that, ready to 
go,” said Santa Claus, who 
will be taking time out of 
his busy Christmas sched-
ule to meet the people of 
Elmira.

“[We’ll] see all the kids, 
we’ll go up and down the 
street, meet them all, wave 
hello to everybody there,” 
he said. “Then after that we 
got other places to be and 
other parades to do, we’ve 
got malls to go to and toys 
to make, as you know.”

Lyndon Ziegel, Kiwanis 

member and parade chair-
man for the Elmira event, 
estimates they’ll be having 
50 to 60 floats in town, and 
about 900 people taking 
part. A total of six bands 
will be rounding out the 
procession, with the Water-
loo Region Police band tak-
ing the lead and the Elmira 
Legion, and Santa Claus in 
the rear. The parade will 
be marching from William 
Street down Elmira’s main 
thoroughfare to the Legion 
on First Street.

The following weekend 
will be the Christmas Tyme 
Parade in Wellesley vil-

lage, held on the second 
Friday of the month. The 
parade starts at 6:45 p.m., 
and will be making its way 
from the Wellesley school, 
down Queens Bush Road 
and along Nafzinger Road 
to end at the community 
centre. Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
won’t be participating in 
the parade themselves out 
of deference to the Men-
nonite community, but any-
one interested in meeting 
the famous couple can pass 
by the community centre 
before and after the parade.

ing a speed bump. For less 
busy roads, if 15 per cent of 
the traffic is going 15km/h 
above the speed limit, the 
township will consider rec-
ommending adding a speed 
bump to slow them down.

The other half of the 
criteria focuses on the 
residents’ demands. The 
township will send out 
questionnaires to properties 
fronting the road, asking 
if they would support the 
speed bump. At least 50 per 
cent of the properties need 
to respond, and at least 50 
per cent of those who re-
spond also need to support 
the measure.

If both parts are met – too 
many cars are speeding on 
the road and at least half the 
property owners support a 
speed bump – the township 
will recommend install-
ing a speed bump. Council 
will have the final say; but 
even if the criteria are not 
met, they will still be given 
a report by the township 
and can choose to approve a 
speed bump anyways.

According to Baker, the 
estimated cost to install a 
speed bump was $2,000 to 
$2,500. 

Baker added the town-
ship would continue to look 
at other “traffic calming 
devices” for roads in the 
township as well. 
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The Kiwanis Club of Elmira Presents:

Entry forms available at www.elmirakiwanisclub.com 
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ELMIRA

Compassion Games see Park Manor students focussed on kindness, mindfulness
ALI WILSON

PARK MANOR SENIOR 
PUBLIC School in Elmira 
kicked off national bully-
ing prevention week with 
the official start of their 
involvement in the Com-
passion Games. 

Inspired by a video that 
spoke about the power 
the Compassion Games 
have had in both schools 
and penitentiaries in the 
United States, staff decided 
it would be a way to rec-
ognize and in turn further 
promote acts of kindness 
within the school.

“It became this big thing 
that people just wanted to 
be good to each other – so 
that’s kind of our hope. 
We would like to make 
students a little bit more 
aware of their actions and 
acknowledge them for their 
acts of kindness,” said Tan-
ya Weissenboeck, one of 
the staff members behind 
the campaign.

Known as a community 
engagement experience, 
the Compassion Games: 
Survival of the Kindest be-
gan as a playful exchange 
between the cities of 
Seattle and Louisville on 
who was the most compas-
sionate city in the world. 
Offering a way to ignite 

compassionate actions in 
communities worldwide, 
since 2012 more than five 
million people have par-
ticipated in the games. Par-
ticipants in the sanctioned 
games are asked to perform 
acts of kindness and then 
report  and reflect on their 
activities and outcomes.

“Having children or 
adults feel empowered to 
assist when they witness a 
negative situation, that has 
the largest impact at cur-
tailing bullying so the con-
cept of Compassion Games 
is to promote and acknowl-
edge when people are be-
ing aware of their peers 

and naturally doing good 
things,” explained Sharlene 
McHolm, principal at Park 
Manor. “We just want an 
inclusive and supportive 
learning environment.” 

For the remainder of the 
school year, students who 
perform kind actions will 
be recognized and have 
their names entered into 
a draw where one student 
will be chosen each month 
and given a gift card to 
keep, pass on or donate to 
charity.

Rather than just promot-
ing small actions, Weis-
senboeck hopes the games 
will promote a mind shift 

in students.  
“We are hoping that 

in the end it will become 
something much more 
that we can sort of grow a 
community of compassion 
and take things beyond 
the school, into Elmira and 
perhaps beyond,” she said. 
“Getting them to pause and 
think before those words 
come out think of a better 
way to say it and also just 
in the way that they inter-
act.”

One thing the teacher 
wanted to drive home is the 
idea that any form of com-
passion to others begins 
with self-compassion. 

“If you can’t be kind to 
yourself it is really hard 
to be kind to others, be-
ginning with the positive 
self-talk and being able to 
build themselves up to be 
confident enough to build 
others up,” said Weissen-
boeck.

“We see so many nega-
tive behaviours, not just in 
school but outside as we 
become adults. If we can 
develop a better sense of 
awareness and a more posi-
tive self-talk, positive self-
confidence, then I think 
that will build everything 
and it will go from there.”

Incorporating the games 
into the school atmosphere 
goes hand in hand with the 
school board’s shift to fo-
cus on the mindfulness of 
students. 

“We are not just focused 
on math. We are not just 
focused on literacy, but 
we are focused really on 
the whole child, and it is 
not just the academics. We 
know that if children aren’t 
confident and compas-
sionate to themselves they 
can’t really learn, if you 
are always putting yourself 
down saying things like, 
‘I am stupid’ or ‘I can’t do 
that’ they aren’t really go-
ing to be able to achieve 
academic success without 

that self-compassion,” said 
Weissenboeck.

For the principal of the 
school, the concept of the 
games is less about the ac-
tions themselves but about 
the overall atmosphere she 
hopes recognizing students 
will promote.

“We have great kids here. 
I would say that we have 
some of the best kids in the 
province, so they naturally 
are kind and compassion-
ate, they naturally want to 
help others. What this does 
for us is to help us to focus 
on all of those positive 
little actions that kids are 
doing and people are doing 
every day and just finding a 
small way to acknowledge 
that,” she said.

While the games are be-
ing started within school 
grounds, the hope is that 
these students actions will 
in turn leak out into the 
community. 

“We would like students 
to become intrinsically mo-
tivated so they aren’t driv-
en just for the reward of 
that gift card but that they 
will take it beyond and 
that perhaps we will see 
interactions with younger 
students or the elderly or 
just everyone in general in 
the community,” said Weis-
senboeck.

Tanya Weissenboeck is one of teachers behind the Compassion Games movement at Park Manor Public School in Elmira, where students will 
be recognized for their good deeds. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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POLICE BLOTTER

N O V E M B E R  2 0

8:00 PM | A Wellington 
County OPP officer was monitor-
ing traffic on Wellington Road 18 
near Salem when he noticed a 
2013 Volkswagen sedan at a speed 
that appeared to be well above 
the posted 80 km/h speed limit. 
The vehicle was locked on radar 
in excess of 150 km/h. The driver, 
a 20-year-old Elora woman, was 
pulled over and charged with 
‘race a motor vehicle.’ Her driver’s 
licence and vehicle were seized 
for a period of seven days as 
per statute. She is scheduled to 
appear in Guelph Provincial Court 
on January 3. 

N O V E M B E R  2 2

6:08 AM | Police responded 
to a multi-vehicle collision on 
Arthur Street north of Elmira.   
A 29-year-old man from Mono 
Township was driving a 55-ton 
concrete pumper southbound on 
Arthur Street, approaching the 
crest of a hill near Sideroad 5, 
when he lost control of the vehicle 
due to the icy road conditions. 
The truck rotated 180 degrees 
and came to rest on its side in 
the northbound ditch.  The driver 
sustained minor injuries. The 
truck contained 1,000 gallons of 
mineral-based hydraulic oil, some 
of which leaked out of the truck, 
forcing  Woolwich firefighters to 
contain the spill with bales of hay. 
Officials from Waterloo Region 
and the Ministry of the Environ-
ment responded to the scene.  The 
road was closed for approximately 
12 hours.

Police taking to the streets for 
Christmas R.I.D.E. programs
OVER THE PAST 15 years 
(since 2003), 987 people 
have died in preventable 
alcohol/drug-related col-
lisions on OPP-patrolled 
roads, police reported this 
week.

Of that, 464 (47 per cent) 
of the 987 deceased were 
innocent victims in these 
crashes, while the other 523 
(53 per cent) were the at-
fault impaired driver. 

So far this year, 37 people 
have died in collisions 
linked to an alcohol or 

drug-impaired driver, 19 
of whom were innocent 
victims. This year marks 
the fourth consecutive year 
to see a higher number 
of innocent people killed 
than impaired drivers who 
caused the collision, police 
note.

It’s with those numbers 
in mind that police will be 
out for their annual festive 
“Reduce Impaired Driv-
ing Everywhere” (R.I.D.E.) 
campaign, which gets un-
derway this week.  

6:42 AM | As a result of 
the concrete truck collision, a 
27-year old Drayton man driving 
a Ford pickup truck stopped in the 
southbound lanes of Arthur Street 
North. A Nissan Juke, driven by 
a 32-year- old Arthur man, was 
stopped behind the Ford when a 
24-year-old Drayton man driving 
a Ford pickup rear-ended the 
Nissan, which was pushed into the 
path of a transport truck driven 
by a 65-year-old Teeswater man. 
No one was injured, but the Ford 
pickup driven by the 24-year-old 
Drayton man had to be towed 
from the scene. 

7:34 AM | A 41-year-old 
woman driving a horse-drawn 
buggy eastbound on Church 
Street west of Elmira was passing 
Floradale Road when she was 
struck by a Ford pickup truck 
being driven southbound on 
Floradale Road by a 51-year-old 
Mildmay man. After stopping at 
the stop sign, the pickup driver 
proceeded southbound through 
the intersection; the buggy driver 
veered right, but was struck by the 
pickup and careened eastbound 
into the ditch. No one was injured, 
but the Mildmay man was charge 
with ‘failing to yield.’

2:40 PM | Wellington 
County OPP responded to a collision 
involving a 2007 Chevrolet minivan 
on County Road 7 near Sideroad 
10, Township of Centre Wellington. 
While speaking with the female 
driver, officers formed the opinion 
that she was under the influence of 

alcohol.  A roadside screening test 
was conducted, which resulted in 
a fail. She was arrested and trans-
ported to a local OPP detachment 
for further testing. The 28-year-old 
Guelph woman was charged with 
‘drive with over 80 mgs of alcohol 
in 100 ml of blood.’  She is sched-
uled to appear in Guelph Criminal 
Court on December 22. Her driver’s 
licence was suspended for 90 days 
and her vehicle impounded for 
seven days.

N O V E M B E R  2 3

7:00 PM | Police responded 
to a single-vehicle collision on 
Kossuth Road near Breslau.  A 
59-year-old Ariss women was driv-
ing a Toyota westbound on Kossuth 
Road when a deer ran out from the 
south side of the road, striking the 
front driver’s side of the Toyota. The 
driver did not receive any injuries, 
but the deer did not survive the 
collision. The vehicle had to be 
towed from the scene.

N O V E M B E R  2 4

12:50 AM | Wellington 
County OPP responded to a single-
vehicle collision on County Road 
51, Township of Guelph-Eramosa, 
where officers found the driver 
had driven off the roadway into 
a culvert. While speaking to the 
driver officers believed her to be 
impaired by alcohol. As a result, 
a 23-year-old Arthur woman was 
charged with ‘driving with over 

80 mgs of alcohol in 100mL of 
blood’ and ‘impaired driving.’ Her 
driver’s licence was suspended 
for 90 days and her vehicle 
impounded for a week. She is 
scheduled to attend Guelph Court 
on December 19.

5:40 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded to a 
multi-vehicle collision on Arthur 
Street and Reid Woods Drive north 
of Elmira. The collision involved 
a small SUV, a compact car and 
a tractor trailer. All vehicles suf-
fered extensive damage and the 
highway was closed for several 
hours while police investigated. 
A 58-year-old woman was trans-
ported to Grand River Hospital 
with serious injuries and later 
airlifted to a Hamilton hospital. 
The investigation is ongoing. 
Anyone with information is asked 
to call police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

N O V E M B E R  2 7

9:48 AM | A 40-year-old 
Elmira man was transported 
to hospital Monday morning 
following a collision in Elmira. He 
was driving a white Dodge pickup 
truck westbound on Oriole Park-
way when his vehicle was struck 
in the Arthur Street intersection 
by a northbound transport truck. 
The driver of the truck, a 38-year-
old Brampton man, was treated at 
the scene for minor injuries. The 

NO CRYING, BUT PLENTY OF SPILLED MILK

St. Jacobs firefighters responded to Scotch 
Line Road between New Jerusalem Road 
and the CN Rail lines about 2 p.m. Tuesday  
after a truck transporting milk hit a hydro 
pole before flipping onto its side into a 
ditch. [JOE MERLIHAN / THE OBSERVER]

Breslau park 
input sought

The committee looking into improve-
ments of Breslau Memorial Park wants 
your input.

The group is hosting an open house 
on December 2, 1-3 p.m. at the Breslau 
Community Centre, where members 
will be looking for suggestions and 
feedback.

A concept plan for the park will be 
on display at the event, with the group 
looking for reactions and help with 
setting priorities for upgrades as money 
becomes available through various 

community fundraising initiatives.
The committee is also interested in 

hearing your thoughts about potential 
enhancements at Hopewell Park. The 
group is also looking for community 
volunteers to help with future fundrais-
ing efforts.

Shoebox giving 
up this year

The Elmira collection point for 
Operation Christmas Child this season 
gathered 944 shoeboxes filled with 
items destined for overseas recipients, 
an increase of 200 over last year, 
logistics coordinator Gail Martin 

reported this week.
The boxes are destined for spots 

around the world, including Ukraine, 
Chile, Senegal, Guinea and Gambia, 
providing a Christmas gift to children 
and families in need.

GRCA gets two 
federal grants

The Grand River Conservation 
Authority has received a pair of grants 
from Environment and Climate Change 
Canada (ECCC). 

The organization got Habitat 
Stewardship Program - Species at Risk 
Stream Project funding in the amount 

of $189,000. 
The Habitat Stewardship Program 

grant is a three-year project that 
supports private landowners with the 
goal of improving water quality and 
habitat conditions for several aquatic 
species at risk in southern Ontario. The 
project will take place in the Grand 
River watershed, which is identified as 
a regional priority watershed for the 
Habitat Stewardship Program Species 
at Risk Stream. 

GRCA is also receiving the Lake Erie 
Lakewide Action and Management 
Plan (LAMP) funding in the amount of 
$40,000. 

The LAMP implementation grant 

allows the GRCA to implement and 
coordinate activities of the Grand River 
watershed Water Management Plan, 
including ensuring that the plans for 
the Grand River Watershed, the Lake 
Erie LAMP and the Great Lakes are all in 
alignment. 

This project also fulfills Environment 
and Climate Change Canada’s 
commitment under the Lake Erie LAMP 
to support Grand River rehabilitation 
efforts. 

The LAMP project will include in-field 
stream bank evaluations to validate 
digital elevation models and planned 
Light Detection and Ranging (LiDAR) 
remote sensing imagery in the 

Fairchilds Creek sub-watershed, an 
economic evaluation of an enhanced 
walleye fishery in the lower Grand 
River, and evaluating water quality 
parameters in the river. 

Woolwich waives 
event’s road fees

Perhaps feeling the spirit of the 
season, Woolwich council has opted to 
waive the fees associated with closing 
the roads around the West Montrose 
covered bridge during next month’s 
BridgeKeeper community carol sing.

Typically, closing off access to the 
bridge would cost $150.

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from December 4th – December 9th

Fresh 

$4.99 REG. PRICE
$5.49 ea.

Fresh

Beef Rump 
Roasts

Pork Back 
Ribs

Stewing 
Beef

Store Made Deli Sliced
Corned Beef  
or Montreal  

Smoked Meat
REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb.

$7.99

Summer Sausage 
Chubs

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$4.79 REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb.

Fresh

Store Made 

Cabbage 
Rolls

$4.49
Reg. $4.89 /lb Reg. $5.29 /lb

$4.99

TR
AY

 
OF

 16

$5.49 REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

Store Made Assorted Christmas

$7.99-$11.99 ea.

collision damaged a hydro pole, 
knocking out power to nearby 
properties for about eight hours 
in some cases while crews worked 
on repairs. The intersection was 
closed while police dealt with the 
accident scene. Waterloo Regional 
Police report their investigation 
into the collision remains ongoing.
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When grief is fresh, the 
celebration of any 
holiday is difficult.

This is a special 
invitation to you and your 
family to share with 
others who sorrow.

Together we put this loss 
into the context of the 
Christmas season.

Sponsored by the Elmira District Ministerial Association and Dreisinger Funeral Home Ltd.

A SERVICE OF HEALING
Sunday, December 3, 2017

7:00 p.m. held at
Elmira Mennonite Church
58 Church St. W., Elmira

When grief is fresh, the When grief is fresh, the When grief is fresh, the When grief is fresh, the 

Jim Schwindt – Chair
519-669-5012

Ted Brough
519-669-2217

Inga Rinne
519-742-8750

Grace Sudden
519-648-2893

WOOLWICH
COMMUNITY FUND

Helping good people
do great things

November 27, 2017

As 2017 draws to a close, we would like to thank all those who made 
donations to the Woolwich Community Fund this past year and invite 
everyone to participate in our annual fundraising drive.

The Fund continues to grow and has surpassed the $300,000 mark and, I’m 
sure the generosity in our community will continue and allow us to make a 
larger financial impact in the coming years.

This year we granted $11,500 to Big Brothers, Junior Achievement, and the 
Strong Start reading programme among others. The following testimonial 
illustrates the positive results your donations are providing:

“Sean’s grade 1 teacher noticed Sean’s 
agitation when it was his turn to read and 
selected him for the Strong Start Letters, 
Sounds, and Words programme. His 
beginning reading level was zero. As Sean 
worked toward week 10, his skills and 
more importantly his confidence grew. 
Now he loves going to school and never 
wants to miss a day.”

As an endowment fund the Woolwich Community Fund will continue to grow 
and your financial support through gifts of cash and securities will speed the 
process. Please help us support the youth of Woolwich and accept our wishes 
for a happy and prosperous 2018.

Sincerely

Jim Schwindt
Chair

Donations may be sent to The Woolwich Community Fund at the address below:

The Woolwich Community Fund – c/o The Kitchener and Waterloo Community Foundation,
29 King St. E., Suite B, Kitchener, Ontario N2G 2K4                                    Phone 519-742-8750 

Charitable Registration # 13217 0994 RR0001

EXTRA PARKING AVAILABLE AT FOOD LAND 
PLAZA AND PIB PARKING LOT ACROSS THE CHURCH 

PRESENTED OUTSIDE IN OUR PARKING LOT
BLEACHER SEATING - DRESS ACCORDINGLY - FREE REFRESHMENTS TO FOLLOW

LIVE ANIMALS - ELABORATE COSTUMES
A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS OUTING FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

519.669.3973  |  info@ElmiraAssembly.com

www.ElmiraAssembly.com
DONATIONS WELCOMED

290 Arthur Street South (across from Tim Hortons)

SATURDAY – SUNDAY
DECEMBER 2ND, 2017
DECEMBER 3RD, 2017

6PM
7PM
8PM

“In the afternoon when 
the children are out of 
school, the younger chil-
dren come down to the 
community centre where 
Mrs. Santa reads to them,” 
said Jean Horne, one of the 
organizers of the parade. 
“That has been happening 
for a number of years, and 
that works out very well. 
And of course then they get 
treats as well from Santa.”

In the parade itself, 
Horne expects there will 
be about 30 floats, and will 
include the Applejacks 
hockey team, Wellesley 
Ambassador and Idol, with 
a Wellesley fire truck taking 
the lead. Joining the parade 
will be a much older an-
tique fire truck that comes 
each year from Baden to 
participate, while locals 
will be bringing out their 
tractors and giant sprayers 
decorated in Christmas co-

parable to years prior Perry 
says they will feed around  
300 guests - and after a 
decade of doing so, the Op-
timists have the favourite 
activity down to a science. 

Although the club has 
some 20 volunteers com-
ing out to help feed guests, 

lours as well.
“The kids are all en-

thralled by the big machin-
ery. Especially if they live in 
the village and don’t see a 
lot of big farm machinery,” 
said Horne.

Afterwards, people will 
be able to head back into 
the community centre 
to meet with the Clauses 
if they haven’t done so, 
or stick around outside 
for more festivities. The 
Wellesley Idol winner will 
be singing in the park, 
while the village will be 
doing the ceremonial tree 
lighting.

“We are just happy that 
so many people come out 
and watch the parade along 
the street – every age is out 
there supporting the town,” 
said Horne.

Then, the weekend after 
in St. Clements, Santa Claus 
will be back for another 
parade, and Paul Hergott, 

they can always use more 
hands. As a group they 
can sign off on high school 
volunteer hours, and en-
courage any secondary 
school students to reach 
out if they are interested in 
helping.

The Optimist Club of St. 
Jacobs 13th annual Break-

a member of the St. Cle-
ments parade committee, 
is encouraging everyone to 
come out.

“It’s got the best Santa 
and Santa float in the 
world!” he said confidently.

Hergott guesses there 
will be about 20 to 25 floats. 
Sweetening the deal, he 
adds there will be three 
bands in the parade, and 
offerings of hot apple cider 
and hot dogs. The parade 
kicks off just south from the 
St. Clements fire hall at 1 
p.m. on Saturday, Decem-
ber 16, and goes for roughly 
half-an-hour tour through 
the village.

With two parades to go 
to and a number more 
engagements all over the 
township, Santa is undoubt-
edly going to have a busy 
next few weeks. For kids, 
this will give them plenty of 
opportunities to meet with 
Santa before Christmas. 

fast with Santa will be tak-
ing place on December 9, 
from 9 a.m. until noon, at 
the Calvary United Church 
in St. Jacobs. The cost is $5 
per person and includes a 
full breakfast, silent auc-
tion, face painting, Christ-
mas carols and a visit with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus.

PARADE: Plenty of chances to meet with Santa

BREAKFAST: Optimist Club event Dec. 9

FROM | 3

FROM | 3
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18 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties

Turkeys - Ducks
Ready-to-lay-pullets

390 ARTHUR ST. S.,  519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE  
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 6am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

TM

Merry Christmas!
Wishing you and the ones you love a

519•669•1611
www.josslin.com 519.669.5790  |  www.ObserverXtra.com81 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519.669.1533

GOOD
AUTO PARTS

CARQUEST!
YOU’LL FIND IT AT

FOR THE ELMIRA KIWANIS 25TH ANNUAL

SANTA CLAUS 

PARADE
SATURDAY

DECEMBER 2ND

2017 @ 10AM
DOWNTOWN ELMIRA

www.elmirakiwanisclub.com

The parade will run down 
Arthur St., Elmira. 

Canada Post carriers will 
collect letters for Santa!

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

Major Parade Sponsor:

Specializing in 
Paint & Wall 

coveringsDECORATING
SINCE 1961

Specializing in 

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

27 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-3658

ELMIRA

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

Hallman Road in southwest 
Kitchener.

“We are truly excited 
to welcome the St. Jacobs 
Farmers’ Market district 
businesses into the Schlegel 
family and look forward 
to continuing to improve 
and grow this unique com-
munity asset. We believe 
the tradition of excellence 
in offering high quality, lo-
cally produced food, unique 
artisans and crafts and a 
meaningful rural Ontario 
experience to both local Wa-
terloo Region customers and 

visitors from through-out 
the province of Ontario pro-
vides a significant economic 
benefit across the Region of 
Waterloo ” said Ron Schle-
gel, chairman of Schlegel 
Urban Developments, in a 
release announcing the sale 
Tuesday. “We respect the na-
tional reputation developed 
by the Shantz family as well 
as the proven Shantz family 
dedication to local produc-
ers, small business entrepre-
neurs and giving back to the 
local community. ”

Mercedes Corp.’s Jenny 
Shantz said the deal, in the 

works for about the last six 
months, seemed to be the 
best direction for the group.

“Our family and share-
holder group has been 
involved for many, many 
years in developing the 
destination and various 
businesses within it and we 
feel that it is time for some 
new vision and energy. Our 
shareholder group is over 40 
shareholders and we have 
been looking at ways to help 
our shareholder group exit 
from this investment, so 
this was a good option for 
all involved,” she said in an 

interview Wednesday.
The Mercedes board con-

sidered a variety of strategic 
alternatives and determined 
the Schlegel Urban Develop-
ments offer was the most at-
tractive and best alternative 
for all stakeholders to see the 
farmers’ market district into 
the future, she noted.

“We are very pleased to 
announce this transition 
and to provide an ongoing 
opportunity for our many 
valued vendors, tenants, 
OLEX and partners to de-
liver high quality goods and 
one of a kind products. We 

are thankful for the support 
of all our employees over the 
years. Their hard work has 
contributed to the success 
of all these properties,” said 
Mercedes co-founder and 
president Ross Shantz in a 
statement.

“The future of the farmers’ 
market district is exciting 
and strong,” added longtime 
director of market opera-
tions, Sheila Shantz, who is 
staying on to lead the market 
team as they, along with 
other Mercedes employees 
joining Schlegel Urban De-
velopments. 

DEAL: Shantz and Schlegel families have a long history, culminating in this week’s sale of market
FROM | COVER “We have many long-term 

vendors who have been with 
us every step of the way, and 
we look forward to continu-
ing our tradition of deliver-
ing a unique experience to 
all market visitors and cus-
tomers” she added. 

“The Schlegel and Shantz 
families have known each 
other since the 1960s and 
share not only local farming 
roots but also values of hard 
work, honesty, integrity and 
fairness in our business deal-
ings” added James Schlegel, 
president and CEO of Schle-
gel Urban Developments.
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PATRICK BROWN IS DETERMINED to avoid 
the pitfalls that did in his predecessors at the 
helm of the Ontario Progressive Conservatives. 
Facing an election against an unpopular and 
corrupt Kathleen Wynne, he simply has to avoid 
messing the bed.

The 2014 election was a slam dunk for Tim Hudak ... until 
he said one too many things that could be used against him, 
even taken out of context. Such is how politics work.

The Liberals have spent years buying the votes of public 
sector unions – a costly endeavour that’s led to waste, cor-
ruption and the undermining of the public good – so opposi-
tion parties have to work against a sizeable voting block sup-
ported by unethical advertising campaigns. A recent spate of 
policies such as raising the minimum wage and manipulat-
ing hydro rates with borrowed money, for instance, are all 
about Wynne trying to hang onto power next June.

Wynne is widely reviled for her poor governance and out-
right corruption – her popularity has sunk to unprecedented 
depths – yet she’s bought enough votes that unseating her 
party still won’t be a cake walk. This is the lesson Brown 
learned from Hudak and John Tory before that, meaning his 
under-the-radar approach is probably for the best.

There’s a reason why his People’s Guarantee platform now 
being rolled out sounds very middle of the road, much of 
it not startling to Liberal supporters. Or even NDPers. He’s 
been decidedly centrist. That many Ontarians couldn’t iden-
tify him is less of a hurdle than saying something, no matter 
how true or necessary, that could be twisted by the Liberals 
and their paid supporters. 

The platform includes many of the same social and labour 
programs in place today, along with tax relief for the middle 
class and lower-income families. He’s checking all the boxes. 

That’s another lesson learned from the 2014 election, 
where both Hudak and NDP leader Andrea Horwarth played 
the corruption and mismanagement cards, to which Wynne 
has no defence, but to no avail.

The Conservatives also took aim at the Liberals’ profligacy 
when it comes to the bloated public sector and lack of con-
trol over spending. Horwath, not surprisingly, was fine with 
the status quo that is bleeding away tax dollars and increas-
ing deficits without providing value to Ontarians. The elec-
tion results were surely a disappointment for the PCs, who 
saw their fortunes fall, in part due to Hudak’s missteps and 
in part due to his failure to resonate with voters. Brown may 
not be leading a groundswell, but untarred by the Liberals, 
he can win an election by not being Kathleen Wynne. 

The premier’s smoke and mirrors aside, a weak economy, 
unsettled housing prices and rising personal debt may com-
bine to make fundamental issues, intertwined with our edu-
cation and health care systems, a top priority in June.  

Those issues will require a deft hand to get runaway ex-
penses under control. You can bet the next premier will be 
looking for more money from Ottawa, but, again, wages 
will be a big part of the equation while trying to reel in costs 
that have far outstripped inflation and economic growth. 
As the two biggest draws on the public purse, those sectors 
will need the most attention: we can no longer throw money 
away as we have in the past.

Tough decisions are coming, the kind we’ll have to keep 
in mind while reviewing both spending and tax policy. Wyn-
ne’s party is incapable of acting in the public good.

Simply not being Wynne gives Brown a big boost on the 
credibility front.

PC’s Brown can 
win simply by not 
being Wynne

HISTORY NEVER LEAVES 
IRELAND alone. In the late 
19th and early 20th centu-
ries the lethal alliance of the 
Conservative Party in Brit-
ain and the Unionist Party, 
which represented the Prot-
estant minority in Ireland, 
made it impossible for the 
British parliament to pass 
a Home Rule Bill for Ireland.

A Home Rule Bill might 
have let the two countries 
take their distance peace-
fully and gradually, while 
retaining close links – or 
maybe not, but it was worth 
a try. Instead came the Eas-
ter Rebellion of 1916, the 
Irish War of Independence, 
the partition of the island 
between the independent 
Republic and Northern 
Ireland (part of the UK), the 
Irish Civil War, and three 
decades of terrorist war in 
Northern Ireland that only 
ended 20 years ago.

Well, the Conservatives 
and the Unionists are back 
in coalition now, and an-
other war is brewing on the 
border between Northern 
Ireland and the Republic. 

UK backs itself into a corner that features an Irish border
At the moment it’s practi-
cally an invisible frontier, 
with no border posts or 
customs checks, because 
both the United Kingdom 
and the Irish Republic 
belong to the European 
Union. Brexit, however, 
will put an end to that, and 
probably to peace as well.

In principle, Britain 
flouncing out of the EU 
shouldn’t hurt anybody ex-
cept the British themselves, 
but the UK’s Irish border is 
a nightmare. Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May has sworn 
a mighty oath that the 
United Kingdom will leave 
both the ‘single market’ 
and the customs union, 
but that will turn this 
‘soft’ frontier into a ‘hard’ 
EU border with a non-EU 
country: border guards, 
customs checks, passports, 
queues and all the rest.

What made the Good 
Friday peace agreement 
of 1998 possible was the 
promise that the border 
between the two Irelands 
would practically disap-
pear, which allowed the 
Catholic nationalists of 
the Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) to believe that their 
war had not been just a 
futile struggle that killed 
3,000 people. They could 

dream that with all the 
coming and going across an 
open border, the two parts 
of Ireland would grow clos-
er and eventually reunite.

Recreate a hard border 
and they will feel cheated. 
Not all the militants of the 
IRA will pick up their guns 
again, but some almost cer-
tainly will. It was very hard 
to stop the first time, and 
there is no particular reason 
why a renewed war couldn’t 
last another 30 years and 
kill thousands more.

Presumably Theresa May 
does not want to see this, 
and the EU recently offered 
her a way out. If you must 
go, they said, then leave the 
inner Irish border open and 
put your customs and im-
migration controls between 
Northern Ireland and the 
rest of the UK (which are 
conveniently separated by 
the Irish Sea).

Northern Ireland would 
remain in the EU’s customs 
union and nobody would 
be stopped at its land 
border with the Republic. 
Customs and immigration 
checks would only happen 
at Northern Irish ports and 
airports, when people or 
goods have crossed or are 
going to cross the Irish Sea. 
It makes as much sense as 

anything can within the 
context of Brexit – but May 
has to reject it.

She must reject that of-
fer because she lost her 
parliamentary majority 
in the election she need-
lessly called last June, and 
remains in power only 
thanks to the votes of the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
– i.e., the hard-line Protes-
tants of Northern Ireland. 
And the DUP, always terri-
fied that Britain will aban-
don them, simply will not 
allow any kind of border, 
however soft, to be put 
between Northern Ireland 
and the rest of the UK.

May cannot defy the DUP 
on this or her government 
will fall – and the Conser-
vatives would probably lose 
the subsequent election, 
putting her nemesis, the 
dreaded Labour leader Jer-
emy Corbyn, in power.

However, if May insists 
on leaving the EU customs 
union, there will have to 
be a ‘hard’ border – and 
if there is, says Ireland’s 
Prime Minister Leo Varad-
kar, he will veto any negoti-
ations between the EU and 
the UK on a free trade deal 
after it leaves the union.

DYER | 10

Welcome to Canada, where no matter is too trivial for intrepid bureaucrats and politicians.
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Democracy, well informed public the biggest victims in decline of local media

IN A MOVE SYMPTOMATIC 
of both the state of the 
newspaper industry and 
the poor record of corpo-
rate ownership, Postmedia 
and Torstar this week an-
nounced the swap of 41 
daily and weekly papers, 36 
of which will be shut down.

The move paves the way 
for each to spread even 
thinner their remaining 
papers in the areas where 
titles are to vanish – each 
concentrating on terri-
tories where they’ve got 
some advantage. 

Beyond the loss of some 
300 jobs, the deal is yet an-
other blow to the watchdog 
function of mainstream 
media, a role that online 
versions, particularly social 
media, have not stepped 
up to fill. In fact, you can 
attribute disinformation 
campaigns and increased 
partisan bickering, along 
with the worse elements of 
humanity, to what the in-
ternet has spawned. 

If the lifeblood of democ-
racy is an informed citizen-

ry, democracy is doomed.
All too often, however, 

people seem quite content 
to be ignorant, or at least 
ignorant of facts that don’t 
jibe with their preferred 
version of reality. We’ve 
even got a label for that: 
fake news.

This week’s goings-on in 
the newspapers-as-widgets 
industry are part of a cor-
porate trend that’s lost any 
shock value, but they aren’t 
without implications.

“The scale of it, I think, 
is stunning and will be 
stunning for people who 
live in these communities 
who are going to lose ac-
cess to, really, their local 
news,” April Lindgren, 
an associate professor 
at the Ryerson School of 
Journalism, tells the Cana-
dian Press.

She notes that more than 
200 local news sources 
have closed for varying 
reasons in Canada since 
2008.

“What they’re doing is 
shutting down newspapers 
in their immediate envi-
rons so the circulation can 
be taken over and the news 
coverage can be expanded 
by their existing papers in 
the area.”

Adds Mitch Diaman-
topoulos, an associate 
journalism professor in 
the University of Regina. 
“An attempt to cut costs by 
eliminating competition is 
bad news for Canadians.”

The loss of more real 
reporting will only lead 
to less information in an 
electronic media (includ-
ing online sources) that 
has already descended 
into partisan bickering 
and screaming south of 
the border. Changes in 
this country, though less 
extreme, have not been for 
the better.

Ironically, even as we’re 
flooded with information – 
from online news sources 
to Facebook and Twitter 
and that ilk – there’s a 
greater need for a source 
to filter and interpret all 
of that raw data. That’s 
precisely what newspapers 
have been doing for cen-
turies.

Besieged by new tech-
nologies, fragmentation in 
the market and what seems 
to be an increasingly de-
tached citizenry, newspa-
pers do have much to wor-
ry about. But the industry 
has been its own worst en-
emy in many cases, as con-

centration of ownership 
led to homogenization and 
a decline in quality, often 
fueled by new corporate 
masters more concerned 
with stock prices than with 
good journalism, the very 
thing needed to attract 
readers.

And while more people 
go online to get their news, 
few people are aware that 
most of the material pro-
vided by news aggregators 
such as Google or end-
lessly rehashed by bloggers 
comes from newspapers, 
the organizations with 
trained journalists on the 
ground, attending meet-
ings and poring through 
documents. 

It’s that heavy lifting that 
separates traditional media 
from new forms, and why 
most Canadians still con-
sider mainstream media 
as the most trustworthy 
source. 

“Canadians overall are 
rather critical of social 
media. While 51 percent 
consider that news media 
help them distinguish fact 
from fiction, a belief most 
strongly held by older re-
spondents, only 24 percent 
think social media are use-
ful for this purpose. This 

is consistent with the idea 
that social media are the 
online equivalent of the 
coffee shop or water cooler: 
they are good places to 
discuss current affairs, so-
cialize and be entertained, 
but not necessarily serious 
information vehicles. It 
is also interesting to note 
that those who report low 
trust in traditional news 
media do not hold social 
media in high esteem ei-
ther,” notes a Canadian 
Journalism Project study 
earlier this year, drawing 
on survey data from the 
2017 Reuters Institute Digi-
tal News Report.

“When asked which 
online source is the best 
for providing accurate and 
reliable news, two-thirds 
(68 percent) of the respon-
dents choose one that has 
its roots as a traditional 
media outlet. This figure is 
higher among those under 
35 (71  percent).”

Not surprisingly, those 
in the industry see the 
changes as a threat not 
only to their future but to 
the democratic function of 
the media. As we’ve seen 
in an increasing number of 
cases – the Trump/Russia 
investigation among them 

– the internet leads to a 
proliferation of lies, dis-
information, propaganda 
and what would actually 
qualify as fake news.

Equally unsurprising, 
the union representing 
newspaper workers is none 
too happy with the Post-
media/Torstar deal.

“Canadians cannot have 
a functioning democracy 
without information,” said 
Paul Morse, president of 
Unifor Local 87-M. “’Click 
bait’ Internet blogs will not 
fill that gap.”

Under the deal, Postme-
dia Network Canada ac-
quires 22 of Torstar’s com-
munity newspaper proper-
ties and two free commuter 
daily newspapers. Torstar, 
in exchange, is getting 15 
of Postmedia’s community 
newspaper properties and 
two free commuter daily 
newspapers. Thirty-six 
of the 41 papers will be 
closed.

“In a stroke of a pen, 36 
publications have been put 
out of business, killing an 
important source of news 
and information in all of 
these communities,” says 
Morse.

What is your favourite holiday movie?

“The Grinch Who Stole Christmas.”

 » Frank Rejeski

“Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer.”

 » Mariah Roth

“Elf.”

 » Ben White

“Christmas Vacation.”

 » Aidan Campbell

“Christmas Vacation.”

 » Nick Brown

“Not all the militants of the IRA will pick up their guns again, but some almost certainly will.” Gwynne Dyer | 8
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Brexit headaches keep 
getting bigger for UK’s May

KANNON: Public’s ignorance
is bliss for most politicians

FROM | 8

FROM | 9

 » Conference Board of Canada

Theresa May is finally 
cornered, and the United 
Kingdom may end up 
‘crashing out’ of the EU 
with no deal at all. The UK 
can then spend the next 
decade trying to renego-
tiate on less favourable 
terms the 59 trade deals 
it now enjoys with other 
countries as a member of 
the EU – and, more likely 
than not, dealing with a 

“This is a dramatic illus-
tration of what’s coming in 
terms of citizen access to 
information and the threat 
to our democracy. The 
federal government needs 
to act now to help newspa-
pers survive the changes in 
information technology.”

The proliferation of 

renewed IRA insurgency in 
Northern Ireland.

Or May could aim for a 
deal that keeps the UK in 
the customs union. Then 
the border would remain 
open, and there would be 
no Irish veto, and a reason-
able deal on post-Brexit 
trade would be possible. 
But that would split the 
Conservative Party, and 
avoiding that is far more 
important to her than all 
these other issues.

information via technol-
ogy is far more chaff than 
wheat, leading to infor-
mation overload. Trouble 
is, most of it is useless, 
making for an ill-informed 
citizenry. Government 
solutions are optimistic, 
as politicians like nothing 
better than ignorance, the 
hallmark of a low-informa-
tion voter.

Canada could need to build 43,000 new long-term care beds in just 
the next five years to meet the needs of an aging population 
without changes to how health care for seniors is being delivered. 
By 2035, this number could increase to 199,000—nearly double the 
255,000 beds available in 2016.

 » Ontario PC leader Patrick Brown gets to the root cause of the province’s 
mismanagement of the hydro system, leading to soaring electricity costs

“The sad truth is we’re not paying for better service – we’re paying 
more while Liberal friends get rich. The hard-earned money from 
Ontario families is being used to pay off a network of well-
connected donors and insiders who have gamed the system with 
the help of Kathleen Wynne.” 

 » From the Nov. 29, 2008 edition of The Observer

Woolwich and Wellesley pleaded, and Waterloo Region finally 
listened. The townships had been looking for rumble strips at the 
intersection of Hawkesville and Kressler roads near Heidelberg, the 
scene of two fatal collisions in the past two years. At first reluctant, 
regional councillors meeting this week reversed a previous decision 
against the measures.

20% OFFFROZEN PORK TENDERLOIN

GROUND T U R K E Y $3.99/lb. Reg.$4.99/lb.

BONELESS

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - NOON

Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

PORK CHOPS $350
/lb. Reg.

$4.50/lb.

P O R K  W I E N E RS $2.89/lb. Reg.$3.25/lb.

GLUTEN FREE

Noon Lunches:
Dec. 19 (advance tickets required), 

Jan. 16, Feb. 20, Mar. 20

Communion:
Dec. 3, Mar. 4

Larry Mercey Concert:
Dec. 1, 7 p.m. Tickets available at the door.

Community Carol and Choir Sing:
Dec. 10, 7 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Service:
7 p.m. 

Gale’s 150th:
In celebration, current and past members are asked to 

share their memories as part of a collection. Contact 
Denise Dickieson, 519-669-8822. 

Thanks to the community for its support of our apple pie 
event. We made and sold more than 1,500 pies. 

What’s Happening at 
Gale this Season

Please join us any Sunday for worship.

10 Barnswallow Dr., 
Elmira | 519-669-2852
www.galepresbyterian.com

STAFFED NURSERY  |  WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE

CALL 519-206-0336CONESTOGO www.koebelhcm.com
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

FURNACES | AIR CONDITIONERS | WATER HEATERS
FIREPLACES | AIR FILTRATION | HUMIDIFIERS 

HRVʼS | BBQ LINES | GAS PIPING

Call or email for

WE ARE YOUR 
SOURCE FOR:

Call or email for FREE Estimates!

Competitive Rates
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Two outta three ain’t bad
Last week sees Kings rack up a big win over Brantford and a bigger loss vs. Listowel before 
bouncing back against Kitchener

ALI WILSON

GALEA | 13

OPEN
COUNTRY

This is 
what a deer 
looks like

FIRST LET ME MAKE a 
quick statement. Pickup 
trucks bear very little re-
semblance to deer. I and 
the overwhelming majority 
of hunters in Ontario and 
elsewhere know this, so 
rest easy.

Last week in the U.S., 
however, a news story 
introduced us to the excep-
tion. You might have heard 
about the hunter who shot 
a pickup truck that he mis-
took for a deer. 

If there is a bright side 
to this it is that– unlike the 
hunter’s reputation – the 
truck will probably make 
a full recovery. The other 
bright side is that I drive 
an SUV.

Even so, I find this inci-
dent troubling on so many 
levels. It is unfortunate 
primarily because some-
one could have got killed 
or hurt, but also because it 
gives hunters a bad name 
– one perhaps even worse 
than Percival.

With that in mind, let’s 
break this down and deter-
mine what we have learned 
from this sorry incident. 

I think the first big take-
away for anyone who hunts 
is never cheap out on an 
optometrist. I’m pretty sure 
if this guy had not relied 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

ONE CONTINUED TO BE the 
magic number for the Sug-
ar Kings – the losing side 
in each of the team’s last 
five games has been held to 
just one goal. Fortunately 
for Elmira, they managed 
to score more than that on 
four occasions.

Following last weekend’s 
3-1 and 2-1 victories – over 
Waterloo and Kitchener, 
respectively – the Kings 
posted a 6-1 win in Brant-
ford on November 23, lost 
8-1 to Listowel on Sunday 
and bounced back to beat 
Kitchener 4-1 on Tuesday 
night.

The first of three games 
in the past week saw the 
Kings be very ungracious 
guests in Brantford, a bit 
of payback after losing the 
last two games against the 
99ers.

“It was finally nice to 
get some revenge on those 
guys and show them how 
we can play,” said captain 
Jeff Jordan, who picked up 
his 100th point as a King in 
the 6-1 win.

Brantford opened the 
scoring, but that was it for 
their offense.

Ethan Wiseman got the 
King’s on the board at 15:26 
into the first, from Ethan 
Skinner and Jeremey 
Goodwin. Skinner would 
round out the period’s 
scoring, assisted by Good-
win and Tyler McBay, with 
only 26 seconds left to give 
them their first lead of the 
game at 2-1. 

Jordan (Ryan Taka-

Hurricanes acquire forward Keanan Stewart and defenseman Matt Murray from Elmira in last week’s deal

TRADE | 14

Kings acquire defenseman Braydon Munn from Guelph

ALI WILSON

THE KINGS HAVE OF-
FICIALLY shuffled their 
deck for the first time this 
season.

Last week the Elmira 
Sugar Kings said goodbye 
to forward Keenan Stew-
art and defenseman Matt 
Murray in a trade with the 
Guelph Hurricanes for de-
fenseman Braydon Munn.

“Braydon was an excel-
lent pick-up for us,” said 
Elmira head coach Trent 
Brown. “Management has 
continued to do a great job 
in supporting our needs. 
It’s never easy moving piec-
es like Keanan Stewart and 
Matt Murray. We wouldn’t 
have won the Sutherland 
Cup last year without 
them. That being said, it’s 
a new year and we felt we 

need some more veteran 
presence and all the intan-
gibles that come with that 
on our blue line.”

“Braydon Munn has been 
a leader in this league and 
we will count on him for 
making good puck decisions 
and helping us spend as little 
time as possible in the defen-
sive zone,” he continued.

Having played 15 games 
in the OJHL for the Milton 

Icehawks in the 2016/2017 
season, Munn made the 
move to Guelph where he 
played 25 games in the 
remaining 2016/2017 sea-
son, racking up 12 points, 
and one in his four playoff 
games with the team.

The 6’1”, 195-pound Mis-
sissauga native is 20 years 
old, bringing both age and 

matsu, McBay) made it 3-1 
less than a minute into the 
middle frame. He then got 
his second of the game on a 
power play from Wiseman 
and Goodwin at 6:38. 

Niki Molson scored his 
first goal as a King, from 
new acquisition Braydon 
Munn and Spencer Come-
lli, at 17:16 

“It did feel nice to get 
the so-called monkey off 
your back – not a goal and 
all, but just to help the 
boys out in any way that I 
can. I was glad that we got 
the two points at the end 
– that’s all that mattered,” 
Munn said of his first game 
with the new team.

Skinner would get his sec-
ond of the game, from Good-
win and Wiseman at 2:52 
into the third. That would be 
the last goal scored, bringing 
the King’s their first victory 
over Brantford in the last 
three outings.

“I think it was just plain 
pride,” said head coach 
Trent Brown of the win. 
“The guys were definitely 
upset with the perfor-
mance and outcome of last 
time we were in Brantford 
– we worked much harder 
and as more of a team.”  

The Kings returned 
home to face off against 
Listowel, however their 
momentum from the prior 
blowout didn’t transfer 
over against the first-place 
team, as they gave up eight 
goals and replied only once 
before calling it a night.

Skinner scored Elmira’s 
first and only game at 9:27 
of the first, assisted by 

Goalie Rhett Kimmel halts a Listowel scoring chance during Sunday night’s game in Elmira. The Kings fell 8-1. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Braydon Munn traded to Kings from Guelph last week.

Goodwin and Wiseman.
Listowel answered two 

quick goals back before the 
end of the first, the second 
with an extra attacker, 
to bring their lead to 2-1. 
They then scored another 
at 10:10 into the second, 
Cullen Mercer scored for 
Listowel on the power play 
goal and again shorthand-
ed at 19:43 into the second. 

Mercer scored his second 
shorthanded goal of the 
game for a hat trick, and 
his forth at 14:20 on the 
power play with an extra 
attacker to bring the score 
to 7-1.

Listowel scored one more 
on the power play to finish 
the game 8-1 in favour of 
the visiting team.

“The first period or just 
shy of the first period, I 

thought that we were excel-
lent. We gave up a couple 
early and we didn’t really 
have the resiliency to re-
spond and it just kind of 
imploded and caved in. We 
have to be better and more 
consistent,” Brown said of 
the loss. “We lost a lot of 
one-on-one battles tonight 
as the night progressed. 
I’d say that we got shown 
where the benchmark is – 
we have to get there.” 

Things didn’t look a whole 
lot better for the Kings going 
up against the Dutchmen in 
Kitchener on Tuesday night, 
with the home team scor-
ing just 13 second after the 
opening faceoff. 

However, the Kings 
weren’t ready to roll over 
just yet, coming back stron-
ger after the first intermis-

sion. Wiseman (Cameron, 
Skinner) got the team on 
the board at 11:05 of the 
second, and things seemed 
to fall into place. Just over 
two minutes later, Karson 
Massey put Elmira ahead 
to stay, assisted by Wise-
man and McBay.

Into the third, Matt 
MacKay extended the 
Kings’ lead with some help 
from McBay and Goodwin 
with just under 6 minutes 
left in the frame and Taka-
matsu secured their win 
with another goal, from 
McBay and Comelli.

The Kings (15-12) visit 
Brampton (10-13) Friday 
evening before returning 
home to take on Stratford 
(19-5) Sunday evening. 
Game time at the WMC is 
7 p.m.
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(519) 669-2142 | 2238 Floradale Rd., Floradale | www.bonnielouscafe.com

CAFÉ HOURS: Mon.-Thurs. 8-4, Fri. & Sat. 8-8

For Your
Come Join us

Traditional

Turkey
Dinner

reservations
recommended

Every Friday & Saturday 
Night in December 

until the 30th

Winter Survival Tips:
 Wear warm outerwear 
 Have a sense of humour
 Visit the library (actually, 

many visits to the library)

Registration for winter programs begins Tuesday, December 12. www.rwlibrary.ca

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: MAJOR
Nov 23 vs Hespeler
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Colton Sinclair, Zack 
Forwell (3), Mason Gear
Assists: Colton Brito, Zack 
Forwell, Zach Wiseman, 
Colton Sinclair

Novice: MAJOR
Nov 26 vs Milton
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Zack Forwell (4), 
Mason Gear
Assists: Reese Martin, Liam 
Straus

Novice: B
Nov 26 vs Cambridge 
Roadrunners
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Emily Metzger
Assists: Maya Slot, Kara 
Grant

Novice: MAJOR
Nov 27 vs Guelph
Home: 9  Visitor: 0
Goals: Colton Brito (2), 
Zack Forwell (5), Lucas 
Frey, Liam Straus
Assists: Lucas Frey, Liam 
Straus (2), Reese Martin, 
Cruz Balog, Colton Brito
Shutouts: Cohen 
Hamburger/Cohen 
Patterson

PeeWee: MAJOR AE
Nov 23 vs Calendon
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Evan Lucier (2), 
Emmett Weissenboeck (2)
Assists: Jonathan Enns, 
Owen Brown, Evan Gruhl, 
David Taylor

PeeWee: MAJOR AE
Nov 27 vs Caledon
Home: 2  Visitor: 5
Goals: Emmett 
Weissenboeck, Tegan 
Cadeau

THE SCORE

Midget: LL #1
Nov 24 vs Hespler
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Ben Weigel, Adam 
Anstett
Assists: Nick Lunz, Jordan 
Dickieson, Connor Bentley

TOURNAMENT

Novice: LL#1
Nov 24 vs Oro Medonte #1
Home: 2  Visitor: 9
Goals: Tyler Bauman, Josh 
Wraight

Novice: LL #1
Nov 25 vs Dresden Jr. 
Kings
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: William Krubally, 
Josh Wraight (2)
Assists: Braun Draper, 
Wade Holland, William 
Krubally, Max Staines, Josh 
Wraight

Novice: LL#1
Nov 25 vs Essa Eagles
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Braden Hardman, Max 
Staines, Josh Wraight (3)
Assists: Ryder Bauman, 
Wade Holland, Zeke 
Schwartz

Novice: LL#1
Nov 26 vs Oro Medonte #2
Home: 2  Visitor: 7
Goals: Josh Wraight (2)
Assists: William Krubally, 
Zev Silverberg, Jade 
Stemmler

Novice: LL #2
Nov 24 vs Oro Medonte
Home: 4  Visitor: 7
Goals: Zion Shadd (2), 
Grant Rintoul (2)
Assists: Jaden Zhou (2)

Novice: LL #2
Nov 25 vs Stayner
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Zion Shadd

Novice: LL #2
Nov 25 vs Wallace

Home: 0  Visitor: 3

Atom: MAJOR A
Nov 24 vs Orland Park 
Vikings
Home: 1  Visitor: 4
Goals: Owen Weppler

Atom: MAJOR A
Nov 24 vs Lakeland Hawks
Home: 2  Visitor: 4
Goals: Evan Woods, Danny 
Schaefer
Assists: Jakob Noot, Josh 
Carson

Atom: MAJOR A
Nov 25 vs Tampa Jr Bulls
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Karsten Smith, Josh 
Carson

Atom: MAJOR A
Nov 25 vs Cincinatti 
Swords
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Josh Carson, Evan 
Woods, Ethan Burkholder (2)
Assists: Danny Schaefer, 
Connor Goebel, Carson 
Staken, Josh Carson, Jakob 
Noot

Atom: MAJOR A
Nov 26 vs Cincinatti 
Swords
Home: 2  Visitor: 6
Goals: Karsten Smith, Josh 
Carson
Assists: Evan Woods, 
Connor Goebel

PeeWee: LL#2
Nov 24 vs Centre 
Wellington
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Maddie Maguire, 
Daniel Kochut, Tucker 
Armstrong
Assists: Daniel Kochut, 
Tucker Armstrong

PeeWee: LL#2
Nov 25 vs Saugeen Shores
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Daniel Kochut, 
Tucker Armstrong (2)
Assists: Jakob Geimer, 

Brody Downs

PeeWee:  LL#2
Nov 25 vs Collingwood
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Tucker Armstrong 
(2), Daniel Kochut, Nicholas 
Ritchie
Assists: Jakob Geimer, 
Andrew Palmer, Tucker 
Armstrong, Jackson Smith, 
Gabriel Hicknell

PeeWee: LL#2
Nov 26 vs Beeton
Home: 3  Visitor: 6
Goals: Nicholas Ritchie, 
Daniel Kochut (2)
Assists: Hailey Brubacher, 
Tanner Armstrong, Maddie 
Maguire

PeeWee: LL#1
Nov 24 vs Centre 
Wellington 43
Home: 4  Visitor: 6
Goals: Preston Hackert (2), 
Daniel Grant, Jack Rozema
Assists: Myles Hunter, 
Owen Tettman, Daniel 
Grant, Jake Patterson

PeeWee: LL#1
Nov 25 vs Brock Wild
Home: 0  Visitor: 2

PeeWee: LL#1
Nov 25 vs Beeton Stingers
Home: 1  Visitor: 8
Goals: Jake Patterson

PeeWee: MINOR A
Nov 24 vs Saginaw
Home: 3  Visitor: 3
Goals: Owen Weber, Ian 
Leech, Cale Waetcher
Assists: Liam Wood, Owen 
Weber, Mitchell Walker

PeeWee: MINOR A
Nov 24 vs Cincinati
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Cale Waetcher, Ian 
Leech, Eric Kane
Assists: Seth Shantz, 
Mitchell Walker, Michael 
Gear
Shutouts: Tyler Fisher

PeeWee: MINOR A
Nov 25 vs Chicago
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Liam Wood
Assists: Owen Weber

PeeWee: MINOR A
Nov 25 vs Tonawanda
Home: 7  Visitor: 0
Goals: Cale Waechter, Kane 
Kruschat, Mitchell Walker 
(2), Ian Leech, Andrew 
Chumley, Nathan Martin,
Assists: Evan Passmore, 
Andrew Chumley, Mitchell 
Walker, Kane Kruschat
Shutouts: Tyler Fisher

PeeWee: MINOR A
Nov 26 vs Chicago
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Liam Wood (2), 
Mitchell Walker, Owen 
Weber, Seth Shantz
Assists: Liam Wood, Seth 
Shantz, Michael Gear
Shutouts: Justin Strohoff

Midget: LL#2
Nov 25 vs Hagersville LL#9
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Nathan Taylor, Kyle 
Gingrich (2), Mac Willms, 
Andy Keiswetter
Assists: Matthew 
Brubacher, Andy 

Keiswetter

Midget: LL#2
Nov 25 vs Delhi Rockets
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Matthew Brubacher 
(2)
Assists: Tanner Mann, Ben 
Metzger

Midget: LL#2
Nov 26 vs Six Nations
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Blake Richardson
Assists: Andy Keiswetter, 
Nathan Taylor
Shutouts: James Ormson

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: B
Nov 22 vs Guelph Lady 
Gryphons
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Emma McCoubrey (2)
Assists: Isla McCoubrey, 
Sophia Metzger, Hailey 
Thom

Atom: ATOM B
Nov 25 vs Ayr
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Ella Hicks, Nora 
Hanley
Assists: Nora Hanley, 
Addison Fitzgerald

Atom: ATOM B
Nov 26 vs Cambridge
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Kayleigh Futher, Ella 
Hicks, Brooklyn Kroetsch
Assists: Ella Hicks (2), 
Autumn Sabila, Brooklyn 
Pope, Peyton Gaudet

Atom: LL
Nov 26 vs Waterloo 
Ravens #4
Home: 1  Visitor: 5
Goals: Hailey Mueller
Assists: Sofia Fitch

Bantam: BANTAM B
Nov 18 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Carly Bauman
Assists: Payton Ravelle

Bantam: BANTAM B
Nov 19 vs Oakville Hornets
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Megan Pickett, Jane 
Hinsperger
Assists: Megan Pickett

WATERLOO 
WOLVES

TOURNAMENT

Atom: MAJOR
Nov 24 vs Burlington 
Bulldogs WHITE
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Tyson Carter
Assists: Redden Shantz
Shutouts: Sam Ferguson

Atom: MAJOR
Nov 25 vs Burlington 
Bulldogs RED
Home: 2  Visitor: 5
Goals: Ian George, Peyton 
Ahrens
Assists: Onyx Spark, Nolan 
McPherson, Ian George

Atom: MAJOR
Nov 25 vs Burlington 
Bulldogs SL
Home: 4  Visitor: 2

ATOMS COMPETE AT NATIONS CUP

The Woolwich Wildcats Major Atom A team competed at the Nations Cup in Detroit over the weekend. Front row: Mitch 
Roemer and Ayden Schaap. Second row: asst. coach Matthew Roemer, Riley Dettweiler, Brandon Fishman, Connor Goebel, 
Carson Staken, Drew Snyder, Jakob Noot and trainer Matt Fishman. Back row: manager Chelsea Schaap, coach Ryan 
Burkholder, Keaten Kidd, Owen Weppler, Danny Schaefer, Karsten Smith, Josh Carson, Ethan Burkholder, Evan Woods and 
asst. coach Ben Snyder. [SUBMITTED]

Goals: Tyson Carter (2), Ian 
George, Noah Myke
Assists: Noah Myke (2), 
Tyson Carter, Onyx Spark

Atom: MAJOR
Nov 26 vs Burlington 
Bulldogs RED
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Tyson Carter (2), 
Nolan McPherson
Assists: Ian George, Nolan 

SILVER FOR MIDGETS IN HAGERSVILLE

The Woolwich Wildcats Midget LL#2 team took second place at the Hagersville Tournament on Sunday. Front row: Matt 
Deyell, Tyson Kraemer, Tanner Mann, James Ormson, Kyle Gingrich. Middle row: Andy Keiswetter, Brenden Knipfel, Emmett 
Bartley, Hunter Weigel, Tim Brunkard, Matthew Brubacher. Back row: James Wang, Turner Willoughby, Blake Richardson, 
Nathan Taylor, Ben Metzger. [SUBMITTED]

McPherson, Peyton Ahrens

TWIN CENTRE 
STARS

Atom: AE
Nov 14 vs Ingersoll
Home: 1  Visitor: 7
Goals: Hunter Bender

Atom: AE
Nov 19 vs Simcoe
Home: 3  Visitor: 2

Goals: Keenan Wilker, 
Waiden Nicholls, Blake 
Frede
Assists: Tegan Egli, Blake 
Fede, Waiden Nicholls, 
Blake Powell

Atom: AE
Nov 22 vs Paris
Home: 6  Visitor: 0
Goals: Keenan Wilker 
(4), Blake Frede, Waiden 
Nichols

Assists: Blake Frede (3), 
Tegan Egli, Reid Gerber, 
Waiden Nicholls, Keenan 
Wilker, Brooklyn Butler, 
Ben MacGibbon
Shutouts: Ben MacGibbon

Atom: AE
Nov 26 vs Paris
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Hayden Doerbecker

BANTAM GIRLS ARE GOLDEN IN STRATFORD

The Twin Centre Hericanes Bantam B team won gold at the Stratford Aces Festival Cup Tournament over the weekend. Front: 
Katie Lee. Second row: Lauren Skanes, Claire Higgins, Mackenna Krulicki, Brooklyn Reid, Hannah Kieswetter, Sydney Petzke, 
Bella Davidson. Third row: asst. coach Trevor Lee, asst. coach/trainer Steph Gaudet, Katya Yusim, Paige Tucker, Marlee Fraser, 
Bella Kuchma, Macoda Pitsch, Avery Haid, head coach Steve Krulicki. Back: asst. coach Rick Higgins. [SUBMITTED]
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on Internet optical self-di-
agnosis, he might not have 
shot that truck.

Next, if you have deep-
seated anger issues regard-
ing vehicles in general 
or trucks in specific, you 
should seek therapy before 
it gets out of control.

On the other hand, this 
could have been a case of 
truck fever. With that in 
mind, here are a few prov-
en tips to help combat this 

strange form of vehicular 
manslaughter.

We will begin by examin-
ing the key features that 
make a truck different from 
a deer.

To begin with, if you are 
unsure of whether the thing 
you are considering put-
ting a bullet into is a deer or 
a truck, take a moment to 
look for tires. They are those 
round things that keep a ve-
hicle off the ground. Trucks 
have them; deer do not.

Another key indicator 
is rust, chrome, fuzzy dice 
or a shiny paint job. Again, 
these are not features com-
monly found on deer, so 
step away from your fire-
arm if you notice them.

If the potential deer 
vocalizes in a strange way, 
say by going beep-beep 
or vroom-vroom, you are 
probably looking at a truck.

Also, just because it 
drove by a deer crossing, 
doesn’t make it a deer. 

Further to that, if you see 
some balls hanging, before 
you assume it’s a buck, 
look closely to ensure that 
they are not attached to a 
trailer hitch. A trailer hitch 
attachment could either 
mean they are the fake rub-
ber kind hung by a “class 
act” or that they are real 
and someone sprinted too 
close to the trailer hitch 
after the shooting started.

If you are still unsure 
after checking all these 

things, look for a rearview 
mirror as this is something 
deer definitely do not 
possess in the wild. Nor 
is it common for deer to 
be adorned with bumper 
stickers that proclaim, 
“Share the Road” or “Honk 
if you love Jesus!”

Also – and this is key – 
most full-sized trucks are 
substantially larger than 
deer. 

If after all this, you are 
still unsure of the differ-

ence between a deer and 
a pickup truck, I would 
suggest you hang around 
parking lots or automobile 
dealerships in the off-sea-
son until you can identify 
a truck, 100 per cent of the 
time. Do not take a rifle 
with you.

Lastly, just to be clear, 
when you go to the depart-
ment of motor vehicles to 
get a licence for a car, it 
doesn’t give you the right 
to hunt them.

GALEA: Like stuff from Shinola, it’s a good idea to know the difference between a deer and a truck
FROM | 11

Saturday, Dec. 2 - 3:30 & 7:00pm
Sunday, Dec. 3 - 3:30 & 7:00pm

Free Performances

Friday, Dec. 1 - 8:00pm ($10/ticket)
Purchase your ticket to have a confirmed seat at
christmasinconcert.com.

Opening Night

THREE LOCAL ATHLETES 
ARE competing at the 
World Ringette champion-
ships in Mississauga, tak-
ing part in a best-of-three 
series against Finland as 
part of the Team Canada 
Junior squad. 

Rookies to the team Tara 
Burke, 20, and Erin Markle, 
19, join second time pro-
gram member Sydney 
Nosal, 20, where they set 
out to defend their reigning 
title on the Junior Team 
Canada Ringette squad in 
the under-21 junior cham-
pions this week, having 
swept the 2016 champion-
ship in Helsinki against 
Finland.

Having been selected in 
May, the team of women 
under 21 from all across 
the country have only met 
a handful of times prior to 
meeting at the Worlds last 
Friday. However, Nosal 
doesn’t see that stopping 
the Canadians from mesh-
ing and ultimately repeat-
ing as champs. The squad 
had two practices over 
the summer, the first in 
Alberta and second in Mis-
sissauga prior to meeting at 
Worlds.

“When it comes down 
to it, our team just is really 
good at coming together 
and supporting each other. 
At the end of the day that 
is what separates us from 
them,” she said of their 
predicted advantage over 
the Finns. 

“It is crazy how we all 
come from different prov-
inces and a lot of the girls 
compete against each other 
during the regular season, 
but then as we get together 
on the same team and all 
feuds go and we just all 
come together.”

That’s true even for the 
three girls, who all play 
in the National Ringette 
League, Burke and Markle 
play for the Waterloo Wild-
fire, while Nosal calls the 

Three local players among Team Canada junior 
ringette squad competing at Worlds competition

ALI WILSON Cambridge Turbos her 
home team.

For the girls playing in 
the Worlds at home, they 
hope it will help the sport 
and drive young players 
to thrive in ringette – like 
watching did for them.

“I just never really 
thought that this would be 
me when I was younger,” 
said Burke, reminiscing 
about the time she went to 
watch in London. 

“I remember going with 
my team. We all went to 
go and watch, and I was 
just always looking up to 
all of these girls who were 
playing on Team Canada. 
[I] just felt like it was so far 
away from what I was able 
to accomplish, and then 
now that I have actually ac-
complished it, it just seems 
so surreal. Now all of those 
younger girls are looking 
up to us; it used to be us 
looking up to these people 
and now we are the role 
models.”

“For those little girls, 
being close gives them the 
opportunity to really see 
what they can do in the 
sport,” Markle added. “Be-
ing close to home, it really 
shows the younger genera-
tion of ringette players the 
opportunities that they 
have.”

They also realize this is 
potentially a one-time ex-
perience for the two rook-
ies to compete at home.

“A lot of us, this is our 
first year in junior and we 
won’t get another chance 
to play junior,” explained 
Markle. “Knowing the 
amount of talent that the 
senior team has to pick out 
of, so for us being on the 
junior team, it very well 
could be a like a once-in-a-
lifetime thing.”

Excited to play in front 
of their family and friends, 
the young athletes see it as 
a point of pride to play well 
on home ice. 

“It’s just an incredible 
experience to be able to 

wear the maple leaf on our 
chest,” said Nosal. “Not 
only am I representing my 
country, but we are doing it 
with our closest friends by 
our side.

“They get to see us play 
some of the best ringette in 
the world.”

The Team Canada Junior 
team won their first exhibi-
tion game against Sweden 
on Tuesday at the Hershey 
Centre in Mississauga and 
played another against 
Finland on Wednesday 
before playing their first 
of the best-of-three title 
defense against Finland 
today (Thursday). Game 
two is set for Saturday. If 
needed, game three goes 
on Sunday.

RINGETTE / WORLD STAGE

Local players Tara Burke, Erin Markle and 
Sydney Nosal are competing on the U21 
Junior Team Canada at the World Ringette 
Championships this week in Mississauga, 
where the team will defend their title 
against Finland. [SUBMITTED]
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THE WELLESLEY APPLE-
JACKS STARTED the week-
end on a high note, run-
ning away with the game 
8-0 in Norwich Friday 
night, before falling 3-1 to 
the Mounties in Paris the 
following night.

The Jack’s didn’t hold 
back in Norwich November 
24, with one of Wellesley’s 
newest arrivals, Nathan 
Smith, opening up scoring 
less than two minutes in, 
assisted by Nathan Sch-
lupp and Trent Dundas.

“He is a big addition, not 
only in offensive abilities 
but he is also very good 
without the puck. He is 
a very reliable player, so 
we are very happy to have 
him,” said head coach Brad 
Gerber, of Smith.

Alex Uttley scored the 
first of his two, from Kyle 
Fischer, just after the 
10-minute mark, and fol-
lowed with an unassisted 
goal at 13:06 to close out 
the period. 

In the second, it was Kyle 
Soper, with an unassisted 
goal at 9:05, and Shaun 
Pickering at 11:43 from Ut-
tley, who provided the scor-
ing for the visiting team. It 
was 5-0 after 40 minutes.

Trent Lamarche got his 
first of the game at 2:51 of 
the third from Brady Ger-
ber and Reade MacInnis. 
That goal was followed by 
one from Spencer Brick 
(Pickering and Uttley) at 
4:10. 

Pickering got his second 
goal of the game on the 
power play from Uttley and 
Brick at 16:01 to put a cap 
on the win.

And goalie  Ryan Hergott 

a solid defensive stance to 
the team.

“He really just calms 
things down on our back-
end. He has a real veteran 
presence – he is 20 years 
old – he brings a lot of 
qualities that I thought we 
needed to improve on de-
fensively and offensively,” 
said Brown. “From what 
I’ve been told and first im-
pressions and interactions, 
he is also a quality leader 
as well, and you can never 
really have too many of 
those guys.”

Having started the sea-
son with the Hurricanes, 
the current seventh-place 
team, Munn has posted 
eight points, and 34 penal-
ty minutes in his 24 games 
with Guelph.

After losing two games 
prior against Elmira, 
Munn’s new team has beat 
them twice in the two latest 
showings.

In his first game with his 
new team, Munn picked up 
an assist against Brantford 
and continued to influence 
the play from the backend 
during since coming over 
to the Kings.

“I am absolutely ecstatic 
to be here. It is a definitely 
a place that has welcomed 
me with open arms and 
there was nothing nega-
tive that I heard coming 
in or nothing negative 
that I found. It is just an 
unbelievable experience 
so far and I can’t wait to 
see how far it goes – I am 
really looking forward to 
the ride,” said Munn of the 
trade. “We just gelled well 
as a group and it’s been a 
pretty great team atmo-
sphere. It was unbelievable 
to come in to that.”

TRADE: Two- 
for-one trade
FROM | 11

Jacks win big, lose a tough one on weekend
Wellesley squad has an even busier weekend ahead, facing Tavistock and Norwich

ALI WILSON saved all 34 shots, to get 
his second shutout of the 
season.

Touching the puck on 
near every goal, Uttley end-
ed the game with a solid 
five points.

“Ever since he has come 
to Wellesley, he has been 
that guy that gets points for 
us. He is a real leader – he 
is good without the puck 
and is just a real reliable 
guy,” said Gerber. “We are 
hoping that we can keep 
this going here.”

Now midway through the 
regular season, the eight 
goal win is an indication 
the team is gelling.

“I think we are starting 
to come along now. We are 
playing more as a team 
rather than individuals,” 
said Soper, who secured two 
goals in the game, noting 
the positive presence of vet-
eran guys such as Pickering 
returning to the roster.

In the same vein of veter-
an players, the Jacks have 
added two new prior junior 
B players, acquiring Ryan 
Sparkes from the Guelph 
Hurricanes and Smith, who 
previously played for the 
Stratford Warriors. 

“I think this is the first 
time that we have re-
ally had our full lineup,” 
explained Gerber of the 
success in Norwich. “With 
Nathan Smith and Ryan 
Sparks in the lineup this 
was really the first time 
we iced the lineup that we 
want to have and you know 
it makes a difference.

“Our four lines just kept 
going at them and the guys 
played with a lot of con-
fidence. They had lots of 
jump straight from the get-
go – we played a solid 60 

minutes.”
The jubilation was some-

what short-lived, how-
ever, as the team suffered 
a tough loss in Paris just 24 
hours later.

Paris scored one in the 
first, and another in the 
second on the power play 
before netting their last at 
five minutes into the third, 
unanswered until Welles-
ley’s Zach Ribeiro scored 
what would be their only 
goal at 14:07, with Soper 
picking up an assist.

“It was a very tough loss. 
I mean it was a four-point 
game – we are right behind 
them in the standings. 
They knew how important 
it was as much as we did, 
I just didn’t think that we 
had the jump we had from 
the night before,” Gerber 
said, mentioning a few in-

jured players out from the 
prior game who would have 
helped to bring the same 
intensity seen the night 
before. “When things aren’t 
quite going our way we 
have to find a way to fight 
through that adversity and 
play 60 minutes.”

With a busy weekend 
on tap, the Jacks will have 
plenty of opportunities to 
test their mettle. Starting 
the weekend with a home-
and-home series against 
the Braves – Friday night 
in Tavistock, Saturday in 
Wellesley – the Jacks round 
things out with a 2 p.m. 
matinee Sunday at home 
against the Norwich Mer-
chants, who may be look-
ing for a little revenge.

“We haven’t played 
Tavistock since probably 
late September, so we are 

excited to see them again,” 
Gerber said. “It is going to 
be another challenge this 
weekend, but that’s how it 
is in this league.” 

Saturday’s game features 
the annual Teddy Bear 
Toss, and the Jacks are 
asking fans to bring a new 
teddy bear and/or a pair of 
new socks, placing items 
in a clear plastic bag before 
throwing the bags onto the 
ice when the Jacks score 
their first goal. Any minor 
hockey players from Twin 
Centre that wears a jersey 
and brings a bagged teddy 
bear or pair of socks will 
get in free. 

Immediately following 
the home game verses 
Norwich on Sunday, there 
will be a live auction of last 
year’s retired game-worn 
jerseys.

OFF THE ICE AND INTO THE LIBRARY

Players with the Wellesley Applejacks took some time off the ice Nov. 15 to read to some young fans at the Wellesley library. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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W.C. Brown and Sons

Month of December | Storewide Savings

50%OFF
On Brand Name Men’s Clothing

Cele�ating 95 Years in BusinessCele�ating 95 Years in Business

DAILY DRAWS
In the Month
of December

Sizes
Small to 4Xlarge
Short, Regular,

Tall

UP
TO

D E C E M B E R S T O R E H O U R S:   T U E S -  W E D 9 - 6   |   T H U R S -  F R I  9 -7   |   S AT U R D AY 9 - 5

M E N ’ S  C L O T H I E R  |  1 8  -  2 4  A R T H U R  S T R E E T  S .  |  5 1 9 - 6 6 9 - 11 5 2

W.C.  BROWN AND SONS

When You’re Well Dressed People Notice

34 Heritage Jeans, Lois Jeans, 
Bugatchi Shirts and Sweaters, Tommy 
Bahama, Viyella, Casa Moda, Meyer 
Pants, 7 Downie St., Nautica, Gala, 
Riviera, J. Braxx, Ballin, Horst, Leo 

Chevalier, Save the Duck Coats, Geox, 
S. Cohen and Jack Victor Suits and 
Sport Coats, LaMarque Leathers, 

And Many More.

Custom Made - Suits, 
Sport Jackets and Trousers

ERT35635DSERT35635DS
1:16 Big Farm T70501:16 Big Farm T70501:16 Big Farm T7050
with Loader

ERT13733DSERT13733DS
1:64 CR9070 Combine

ERT13819ERT13819
1:32 T9.670 4WD Prestige Tractor

ERT35906ERT35906ERT35906
1:16 Big Farm T60701:16 Big Farm T60701:16 Big Farm T6070
Radio ControlRadio ControlRadio Control

© 2011 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. CNH and New Holland 
are registered trademarks of CNH America LLC. www.newholland.com

7293 Wallenstein ON
519-669-5176

esmfarmequipment.com

STOP IN AND SEE US TODAY!  
Or visit partstore.agriculture.newholland.com.

These authentic, small-scale reproductions of New Holland equipment are 
rugged and durable, just like their full-size counterparts. Available in a range 
of models and styles, they’re sure to delight both the young and the young at 
heart. It’s the equipment you love at just the right size to fit under your tree.

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!
From the staff and families of 

Premier Equipment.

Wishing you all the best this season 
and a happy prosperous new year!

Peel to Reveal Savings! Come in to one 
of our locations for your chance to win 
your purchase or receive other discounts 
on John Deere toys & Merchandise!

Elmira
275 Church St. West
(519) 669-5453

*SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS

ST. JACOBS Corner of Sawmill Rd. & HWY. #86
519-664-2400

ST. JACOBS Corner of Sawmill Rd. & HWY. #86

Gift BoxesGift BoxesGift BoxesGift BoxesGift BoxesGift BoxesGift BoxesGift BoxesGift BoxesGift BoxesGift Boxes
A Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection ofA Great Selection of
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Visit us Visit us for Somefor Some
TASTY TASTY 
GIFTS!GIFTS!

Visit us for Some
TASTY 
GIFTS!

IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK 
A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS

Looking for the 

Perfect Gift this 
Christmas?

2017 OBSERVER GIFT IDEAS

Christmas?
Look to the Observer’s Gift Ideas guide to find 

the perfect gift from a great local business!
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FIELD
NOTES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

VENTURE
STARTING OUT / ELMIRA LAUNCH

Where listening is an 
important aid to hearing

AS YOU READ THIS, a high-
profile delegation from 
Ontario is in China making 
a case for more trade be-
tween our province and the 
world’s biggest market of 
1.4 billion people.

Some local groups are 
part of the delegation. 
Some of them – representa-
tives from the University of 
Guelph and the University 
of Waterloo – took part 
Tuesday in the Ontario-
Southwest China Science, 
Technology and Innova-
tion Roundtable, to discuss 
the future of research and 
development collaboration 
with China. 

Collaboration is grow-
ing. Also on Tuesday the 
province announced more 
than $20-million support 
for Ontario is supporting a 
subsidiary of Feihe Inter-
national to establish Kings-
ton’s first baby formula 
production facility. 

The premier met with 
Feihe a week ago to discuss 
the company’s plans to 
build its first baby formula 
production facility outside 
of China. Feihe Interna-
tional produces, packages 
and distributes milk pow-
der and related products in 
China.

Good news for farmers: 

Ontario 
producers 
making 
progress
in Asia

ROBERTS | 17

With her new hearing business in Elmira, Charlene Bauer puts the emphasis on customer service

HEARING | 17

Charlene Bauer is owner of Bauer Hearing, which officially opened in Elmira on Monday. Bauer is a hearing instrument specialist, and has been 
in the business of hearing aids for five years. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

THE PROCESS OF FITTING 
someone with a hearing 
aid is quite involved. It’s 
seldom as straightforward 
as just fitting the right 
apparatus, but involves a 
range of services that help 
clients with hearing loss 
understand their condition 
and manage it effectively. 
Deciding to take a more 
holistic approach to the 
business, Charlene Bauer, 
a hearing instrument spe-
cialist, is starting her own 
solo venture in Elmira, 
Bauer Hearing.

“Of course a hearing aid 
is just that. It’s an aid for 
your hearing,” explains 
Bauer. For someone expe-
riencing hearing loss, an 
aid can go a long way to 
helping improve clarity 
and audibility in day-to-
day life, but the device is 
often really only part of the 
solution.

It’s in the name of her 
new business: Bauer Hear-
ing Inc. Education and 
Treatment. Bauer says 
she not only sells hearing 
aids, but strives to help her 
clients with their hearing 
loss.

“One of the things I do 
is I educate people about 
their hearing loss, so that 
they understand it and 
can appreciate why it’s so 
important to get the brain 
active again.”

Bauer makes it a point of 
incorporating the educa-
tion and treatment compo-
nents right into her service, 
and at no extra charge. 

Rather, clients who are fit-
ted with new hearing aids 
undergo several follow-up 
sessions that focus on re-
habilitating those unused 
auditory muscles in the 
brain.

“I’ve even gone the extra 
due diligence to have a 
program called LACE (Lan-
guage and Communication 
Enhancement) in the clinic 
for my clients,” says Bauer. 

“It’s five different main 
tests so that clients can 
train their brain how to 
hear again. When clients 
haven’t been hearing for 
a while, their brain gets 
kind of lazy. So we want to 
help the brain rewire itself. 
It’s kind of learning how 
to listen again. Actually, it 
totally is,” she explains.

Clients commit to 11 
follow-up sessions of half-
an-hour each, included as 
part of the service. 

“I don’t charge for any 
of my services – even wax 
removal, children’s testing, 
any of that stuff – because I 
think it’s so important.”

To Bauer, these vital 
services are part and parcel 
of what she does, and she 
is more than happy to of-
fer them without charging 
extra. It’s a great way to 
ensure people are getting 
the absolute most out of 
their hearing aids, and it 
encourages clients to con-
tinue coming back to her 
business.

“People always say to me, 
‘how can you do that?’” she 
says, but points out, “Other 
than time, it doesn’t cost 
me anything. I want to be 

the go-to-gal for getting 
people’s hearing aids to 
sound as great as they can.”

Bauer is keen to help 
people with their hearing 
aids when she thinks they 
will help, but she’s also 
mindful of her limitations 

as a hearing instrument 
specialist.

“I cannot ... do all hear-
ing procedures. There’s a 
specialist for that called 
ear, nose and throat (ENT). 
We don’t do operations 
on the eardrum or on the 

ear bones. We don’t do co-
chlear implants. I can’t rec-
ommend them, I can only 
send them to the ENT.”

Bauer encourages ev-
eryone to come to her new 

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSERISTMRISTMRISTMRISTMRISTMAS OPAS OPA EN HOUSE
Friday, Dec. 15th & Saturday, Dec. 16th

25 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE, ELMIRA25 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE, ELMIRA
charlene@bauerhearing.com

25 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE, ELMIRA25 INDUSTRIAL DRIVE, ELMIRA
519-669-9919

Charlene
Bauer

RISTMAS OPAS OPA EN HOUSE
You’re invited to our

Watch next weeks 
Observer for details.

FAISAL ALI
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Besides creating nearly 280 
new jobs in the community, 
the plant will require sig-
nificant volumes of milk, 
which will support the 
growth of Ontario’s dairy 
cow and goat sectors.

Much of this success is 
related to the clean, green 
and pristine image that 
Canada projects. With 
increasing assertiveness, 
Ontario is trying to position 
itself as an environmental 
leader among others.

In some cases, farmers 
are taking the lead and cre-

ating their own culture to 
support sustainability, like 
the way they’ve teamed 
up with the Upper Thames 
River Conservation Author-
ity to improve water quality 
in the region.

Such measures pay off 
when Asia takes a particu-
lar shine to Ontario prod-
ucts such as ginseng.

Ginseng is often thought 
of as an Asian product. But 
it turns out the kind grown 
in Ontario, Panaxquinque-
folius, is highly regarded in 
Asia. In fact, export sales 
reached almost $240 mil-

lion in 2016.
A representative from 

the Ontario ginseng indus-
try is part of the current 
China mission. Remi Van 
DeSlyke of Kinglake Farms, 
a leading ginseng grower 
in the Simcoe area, says 
prospects are already look-
ing good.

“We have a lot of inter-
est with new and existing 
customers,” he said from 
China. “Our ginseng has a 
great reputation for high 
quality and we are well 
known as the ginseng of 
choice.”

The industry received a 
boost last week when Ot-
tawa announced $420,000 
in support for the Ontario 
Ginseng Growers Associa-
tion (OGGA). 

The sum is to be used to 
help create new markets, 
and to develop a social 
media and marketing cam-
paign that highlights how 
to use ginseng in products 
such as soups, teas and cos-
metics.

The association already 
takes measures to have 
a profile abroad, such as 
sponsoring dragon boat 

races in Hong Kong, and 
receiving an endorsement 
for ginseng smoothies in 
Taiwan from a well-known 
athlete there. 

The federal support will 
help increase that pres-
ence. Lawrence MacAulay, 
federal minister of agri-
culture and agri-food, said 
Ottawa is making sure gin-
seng farmers can promote 
their products to consum-
ers there.

“Ontario ginseng farmers 
produce the best quality 
ginseng in the world, and 
the market opportunities 

are only set to grow,” he 
says.

Growers are steadily 
coming on stream to help 
meet demand. Membership 
in the OGGA has steadily 
increased to 160 members, 
from 120 three years ago. 

Van De Slyke says 
through social media, 
growers want to try to 
reach a younger audience, 
and promote health and 
wellness. They’ve been 
encouraged by their early 
online efforts, and with the 
new federal support, they’ll 
increase their presence.

ROBERTS: Local producers, university reps among those on trade mission to China just now
FROM | 16

NOTICE TO HOLD A PUBLIC MEETING

TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY
4639 Lobsinger Line, R.R. #1, St. Clements ON, N0B 2M0 • 519-699-4611

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Wellesley, intends to hold a Public 
Meeting on Tuesday December 19, 2017 at 6:45pm in the Council Chambers at 4805 
William Hasting Line, Crosshill to review and discuss the proposed Building Permit Fee 
revisions to By-law 7/2017, being a By-law to Regulate Fees and Charges for Certain 
Services in the Township of Wellesley.

Should you wish to address Council or if you require further details or information, please 
contact the Building Department at the Township of Wellesley Administration Office at 
(519) 699-3951 or email: ddenny@wellesley.ca.

TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY
4639 Lobsinger Line, R.R. #1, St. Clements ON, N0B 2M0 • 519-699-4611

Parking By-law 23/2010 and 52/2015: The parking by-law is enforced in the Township of 
Wellesley by the Municipal Law Enforcement Officer and the Waterloo Regional Police 
Service.

• Parking is prohibited on all highways within the Township of Wellesley between 
2:30 am – 6:00 am. (November 1st – April 30th)

• Parking overhanging any boulevard, sidewalk or multi use trail is prohibited within 
the Township of Wellesley

Heavy trucks are prohibited from parking on all highways within the Township of Wellesley 
except while loading and unloading.

A highway includes all roads, shoulders, boulevards and sidewalks in the Township of 
Wellesley.

Snow and Ice Removal By-law 12/2011: The owner or occupant of any building occupied or 
not, vacant land in any settlement area in the Township of Wellesley within 24 hours after 
a snowfall or freezing rain, during the months starting October 1stuntill April 30th each 
year, shall clear away and remove all snow and ice from the sidewalks in front, along the 
sides and at the rear of such building or vacant land.

The owner or occupant of any building occupied or not in any settlement area in the 
Township of Wellesley with a roof sloped towards a sidewalk in front, along the side or at 
the rear of such building before 9:00 am every day from October 1st to April 30th each year 
shall remove the snow and ice from the roof of the premises. They shall take due and 
proper care and precaution for the warning and safety of all persons using the sidewalk or 
road on the vicinity of the house and property when removing it.

Snowmobile By-law 32/96: Persons shall not operate a motorized snow vehicle on any 
sidewalk, or on any pedestrian walkway within the Township of Wellesley except on 
recognized and posted trails.

Motorized snow vehicles shall not be operated with 150 feet of any senior citizens home, 
church, home for the aged, nursing home, public school or other areas posted with a sign 
which indicated that snowmobiling is prohibited.

The above and noted sections of the by-laws are not to be interpreted as the by-law in its 
entirety. For more information on these and other Township of Wellesley by-laws view 
them at www.wellesley.ca

place on 25 Industrial Dr. 
in Elmira, even if it’s only 
to enjoy a coffee and have 
a talk. The office itself is 
warm and inviting, and 
was actually designed by 
Bauer’s husband Ross.

“Gorgeous,” is the word 
he kept in mind when de-
signing the office space, 
says Ross Bauer.

“It’s a very unique place, 
and Charlene is a pretty 
unique young lady,” he 
says. “I think people will be 

happy to go to back there a 
second time. I think they’ll 
be anxious to go back and 
spend more time because 
it’s a nice atmosphere.”

Even people with hear-
ing aids can come in to 
have their aids looked at 
Bauer and optimized – to 
sometimes surprising re-
sults.

“I listen. So most of the 
time my clients will say, ‘no 
one has ever done this for 
me before. No one’s every 
listened or understood 
what I needed,’” she says.

Bauer Hearing officially 
opened Monday. People are 
free to come by anytime, 
but Bauer plans to hold a 
Christmas open house on 
Friday and Saturday, De-
cember 15 and 16, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

“I’m the happiest when 
I’m working, and when I’m 
with my clients. So my hus-
band said, ‘I’m never going 
to see you again, am I?’ 
Because I’m always going 
to be here. And that’s excit-
ing. I feel sorry for him,” 
she adds with a laugh.

HEARING: With customers, she’s all ears
FROM | 16

GETTING CRAFTY FOR CHRISTMAS

Sue Bray and daughter Jenn Catton exhibiting the Riverside School council’s third annual Holiday Market last Saturday for the very first time 
with their booth showcasing their ‘Joy Bringers.’ The venture is a family go, with three generations working together to create the holiday 
signs. Below, Heather McKendry returned for the third time to the market with her Creative Creations. the market showcased handmade 
gifts, crafts, refreshments and baked goods. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE MUSIC

Christmas in Concert is all 
about the songs of the season
Koinonia Christian Fellowship’s annual shows are a yuletide favourite, as the large turnout attests to

some music, “and just re-
ally find hope and peace 
and joy in the season.”

The concert involves a 
cast and crew of about 100 
people all in, says Gadsby, 
with performers as young 
as 8 years old, though most 
are in Grades 7 and above, 
and features a wide range 
of musical styles to appeal 
to everyone.

“It is a full concert,” says 
Gadsby. “We have a live 
band, orchestra, choir, 
vocals; we have dance this 

year. And basically what 
it is, is just a compilation 
of our favourite Christmas 
sounds varying from tra-
ditional carols sung in the 
traditional way in four part 
harmony to radio favou-
rites like Michael Bublé 

and everything in between.
“I love the variety be-

cause there really is some-
thing for everyone, but for 
me I just love seeing people 
come together,” she adds.

That song selection rang-
es in genres from classical 

and jazz numbers to more 
modern takes on some old 
favourites.

“This year we have a 
little bit more of a techno-
feeling song just to try to 
really appeal to a variety of 
musical tastes and so that 

FAISAL ALI

THERE IS PERHAPS NOTH-
ING that evokes the spirit of 
the Christmas season more 
than the music. From Jingle 
Bells and Rockin’ Around 
the Christmas Tree to more 
traditional songs like Silent 
Night and Joy to the World, 
everyone knows Christmas 
is just around the bend when 
they hear those classic tunes. 

Hoping to bring some 
of that Christmas joy into 
people’s lives, Koino-
nia Christian Fellowship 
in Bloomingdale is putting 
on their annual Christmas 
in Concert series over the 
weekend.

Running for its ninth 
year now, the concert kicks 
off Friday evening with a 
paid show, followed by four 
more free performances on 
Saturday and Sunday.

“It’s our gift to the com-
munity,” says Larissa Gads-
by, executive director of 
this year’s concert. Gadsby 
has been involved in the 
concert series for years, but 
this is her first year in the 
executive director’s seat.

“This is really the largest 
community event that we 
put on as a church. We have 
about 4,000 people that 
will come through over the 
course of the five shows this 
weekend,” she explains.

Four of the five shows 
are free, which Gadsby ex-
plains is a way to give ev-
erybody, regardless of their 
circumstances, the oppor-
tunity to come out, enjoy 

people from the communi-
ty can just come and have 
a great time experiencing a 
great way to kick off Christ-
mas,” says Gadsby.

The dance choreography 
is a new element in the con-
cert as well. Koinonia runs 
its own arts education pro-
gram, byDesign, out of the 
church. This year, they’re 
bringing in some of the 
dancers from the program 
to take part in the concert 
and showcase their talents 
alongside the musicians.

“I just have a blast do-
ing it!” says Holly Gadsby, 
one of the singers in the 
concert. Gadsby has been 
involved in the concert for 
eight of the past nine years; 
this season, she’s taking on 
standards like Blue Christ-
mas and Snow from the 
film White Christmas.

“I just love being in-
volved, and just being 
around the energy here is 
just amazing. From cast 
to crew, everybody volun-
teers, even if you’re the 
cameraman -- there’s so 
much energy.”

And that energy is sure 
to be catching for anyone 
who attends.

“I feel like Christmas is 
not an easy time for every-
body, but being here and 
being with the music, it’s 
uplifting. No matter what 
you’re going through, you’re 
going to feel something 
inside. A little spark,” says 
Holly Gadsby.

Elmira’s Gale Presbyterian hosts Christmas concert by Larry Mercey Trio Dec. 1
ALI WILSON

BACK AFTER A WELL re-
ceived Christmas concert 
last year, The Larry Mercey 
Trio will be performing at 
Gale Presbyterian Church 
December 1 along with Don 
Vair, aka Country Clem.

Lead singer Larry Mercey  
is accompanied by George 
Lonsbury on guitar, and the 
low harmony in the group, 
as well as bass player Al 

Alderso, who also sings the 
high harmony in the group. 
Having now been together 
for more than a decade, the 
Larry Mercey Trio began 
simple as good friends 
playing shows together.

“I am very lucky to play 
with them,” said Mercey 
of his bandmates. “They 
are excellent friends, 
so there is never really 
anything between us but 
having fun and lov-

ing the music we do.”
One of the things unique 

to the group, Mercey ex-
plains, is that that dynamic 
shines through in their per-
formance of country tunes.  

For Mercey, performing 
in Elmira is a homecoming 
of sorts, having lived in the 
town for 20-odd years. 

“Coming back to El-
mira is always like com-
ing home,” he said. “We 
always see some old friends 

when we come back there 
to play, which is nice.”

Noting that although last 
year was a first for them 
playing at Gale Presbyte-
rian he was delighted to 
see how well attended the 
show was, with plenty of 
support for the group. A 
stand-up comedy and musi-
cal talent, Country Clem, 
is the trio’s guest this year.

“I always bring differ-
ent people when I come 

back to places and this 
year my guest is Don Vair, 
who is also Country Clem,” 
he said. “He is very, very 
funny. People really en-
joy him, so I am hoping 
they do in Elmira too.” 

Clem, Vair’s character, 
began as a one-time per-
formance for a small social 
event and transformed into 
an act not shy to places like 
the concert gall at the Royal 
York in Toronto. Known 

for ending his stand-up 
comedy performance with 
a song or two, the match 
was perfect, says Mercey.

Although a Christmas 
concert with a country 
feel – and comedy rou-
tine to boot – Mercey 
explains the audience 
will also be able to enjoy 
a mix in of his hit songs 
throughout the set list. 

TRIO | 28

CONCERT | 28

Bloomingdale’s Koinonia Christian 
Fellowship held a dress rehearsal Monday 
for this weekend’s Christmas in Concert 
series. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
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20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM
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519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
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HELP WANTED

FULL TIME OR Part Time help 
wanted at The Corner Store 
in Linwood. Job includes 
kitchen and retail duties. 
Call 519-698-2600.

PART TIME OPTOMETRIC 
Assistant needed for an 
average of two days per 
week. Must be willing to be 
flexible to work up to 4 days 
per week to cover when 
other staff are unavailable 
either for illness or holidays. 
Deliver resume in person 
to Pam at the office of Dr. 
Simone Peta . 13 Memorial 
Ave., Elmira, Ontario. Hours 
Monday-Thursday 9-12 1-4 

FOR SALE

2013 TOYOTA COROLLA. Blue, 
5-speed manual, keyless 
entry, bluetooth, AC. Spa-
cious and fuel efficient. 
Well maintained, dealer 
serviced. Highway driven 
202,000kms. Certified & 
e-tested $7500 o.b.o. Call 
519-504-1176.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Night Loader / Production Worker

This fulltime position will involve shift work week 
days (Monday to Friday) with an occasional 
Saturday shift. Responsibilities will include night 
loading , warehouse duties and possible 
pelleting/batching.

The successful applicant will have

• Strong oral and written communication skills

• Ability to develop effective work relationships 
with co-workers, and

• Ability to represent the Company positively 
with customers.

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
 2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON      N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted. 

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Truck Driver (DZ) - Part Time

This part time position will involve safe operation 
of a bag unit or bulk hopper bottom unit on 
Saturdays and holidays.

The successful applicant will have:

• A valid commercial driver’s license

• Strong oral and written communication skills

• Ability to develop effective work relationships 
with co-workers, and

• Ability to represent the Company positively with 
customers.

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
 2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON      N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted. 

PRECISE CASTINGS INC. – 
ELMIRA – is accepting applications for 
full-time and part-time positions in our 
manufacturing operations. Competitive 
wages, steady hours, and benefit package. 

Send resumes to Scott Pinkney 
by fax (519-669-1566), 

e-mail (spinkney@precisecastings.ca), 
or drop off at 

124 Bonnie Cres., Elmira, Ont. N3B 3J8

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

FRESH TURKEYS. GOVERN-
MENT inspected. From 18 
- 30lb. Order now for pick 
up on Dec. 20. Lloyd Martin 
519-669-4753.

HILLCREST HOME BAKING - 
Christmas Sale - Dec. 1 to 23, 
2017. Customer Appreciation 
Days - Dec. 13 & 14. Come in 
for free coffee and donuts. 
5% off all bulk foods, cheese, 
ice cream and snack foods. 
10% off all candy. From 10% 
to 50% off all fabrics. 10% off 
sewing notions, tablecloth, 
quilt batts, hosiery, under-
wear, mitts, hats, sweaters 
pants and shirts (excluding 
homemade.) 10% off toys, 
books, giftware, glassware, 
touchlamps, clocks, can-
nister sets, book ends and 
more. Your one stop Christ-
mas shop!

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. Newly 
refurbished digital dehu-
midifiers, 90 day warranty, 
$95. 519-635-8737.

NEW GALV. PIPE - 2” sched. 40 
galv. 78 pcs x 21’ long $4500; 
2” sched. 80 galv. 10 pcs 21’ 
long $900; 1” sched. 80 galv. 
10’ length, threaded on both 
ends $13 each. 519-651-7118.

VINYL FARM HOUSE replace-
ment windows. Energy Star 
rated and certified. No extra 
charge for custom sizes. 
Installation available. 519-
698-2059.

AUCTIONS

SAT. DEC 2 at 10:00 AM - 
Clearing auction sale of 
woodworking equipment; 
tools; and much more to 
be held at 291 Conservation 
Drive in Waterloo for the 
estate of Scott Wishart. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

SAT. DEC 9 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale 
of furniture; antiques; 
collectables; household 
effects; and miscella-
neous items to be held 
at 269 Thorncrest Drive in 
Waterloo for the estate of 
the late J. Vrablic. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF Household 
goods, antiques, tools and 
miscellaneous items, to be 
held at the K.W. Khaki Club, 
2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles 
south of Wellesley, on Friday, 
December 15th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451 or 698-0138. 

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

GERBER’S FIREWOOD SERVING 
you for over 10 years. Your #1 
source of quality slabwood 
and bodywood. Delivery 
available. 519-656-2057.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER
Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas 
Fitting, Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air Condi-
tioning, Sheet Metal, Plumbing, and High Pressure Cleaning 
Systems. We service agricultural, light commercial and 
residential systems.

We are currently seeking a Journeyman Plumber or 3rd year 
apprentice who is a team player and able to work with minimal 
supervision. Qualifications in Refrigeration, Gas Fitting, or 
Sheet Metal would be an asset but not a requirement.

Tri-Mech offers competitive wages and health benefits.

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of 
application or resume by fax to

519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca

HORSES

WILL BUY OLD and used 
horses and ponies to go 
direct to plant in Quebec. 
Will buy all types, drug 
form required but will buy 
either way. TOP PRICES 
PAID. Contact Calvin Kuepfer 
for prices at Horizon Trail 
Equine at 519-272-3290.

WANTED

BUYING ROLEX, OMEGA, 
Zenith etc, pocket watches, 
vintage clocks, all gold & 
sliver, coins, scrap costume 
jewellery, musical instru-
ments, rock & roll; jazz 
records, military items, toys, 
sports. Email gallamore@
golden.net or 519-242-6900, 
fair honest prices.

WANTED - OLD Fashioned Cal-
endars, used greeting cards 
and magazines for scrap-
booking. Call 519-664-3537.

RENTALS

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT 
in Elmira. Quiet building, 
newly renovated, close to 
downtown. Call 519-669-
5798.

FOR RENT OFFICE/STORAGE/
SHOP Area \endash In total 
1360 square feet: small 
office, work area, storage/
wharehouse bay (16 foot 
ceiling, 14 ft high bay door). 
Security system available, 
shared washroom. Large 
concrete pad for parking. 
Extra costs include HST, 
power usage (area is 
metered), and share snow 
removal costs. Private 
water well. Located near St. 
Jacobs, Elmira, Hawkesville. 
$950 per month. Call Dave at 
519 778 4600. 

LARGE FARMHOUSE IN 
Conestoga area. Natural 
gas heat, $1000/mth plus 
utilities. Available Dec. 1. 
519-570-6887.

PROFESSIONAL COUPLE 
LOOKING to rent farm house 
within 30 mins of Elmira. 
References available. Call 
Paul @ 519-500-9640.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON’S DRYWALL AND 
Renovations. Over 35 
years experience. Please 
call 519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED FROM PG. 19

AUCTIONS

Woodworking, Fabricating & Shop Equip

PARTIAL LIST ONLY!!! - Check Website for Up to date lists!!!!

No BUYERS Premium!!!

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

VIEWING: Friday Dec 1st, 2017, 1 pm to 5 pm
TERMS: $500 Deposit on Each Major Item, Balance in 48 Hours-or as announced

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

DIVISION OF 658347 ONTARIO INC.,

AUCTION

Sat Dec 2nd 9:30 am

Breslau Airport Road Auction Complex
5100 Fountain St., North, Breslau (Kitchener)

to be held at

SUNRISE IW-110T 110ton Ironworker (Like New)
Yale 2500 LBS Elec Forklift

Lincoln PowerMig 350MP Mig Welder
Ford 9N Tractor c/w Bushhog Mower

3- HD Torch Sets * Propane Generator (New)
Reclp Saws * Power Saws * Tile Saws * Job Boxes
B&B Hand Edger * Pressure Washers * Sub Pumps
Torch Carts * HD Battery Charger * Floor Sanders

Wood Bandsaw * Floor Jacks * Elec Impacts
Mechanics Tool Box * Load Chains & Tighteners
Digital Platform Scale * Bander Set * Hand Tools
DeWalt Quik Drive Scrugun * HD Sewer Snake
20+ 12” /14” Carbide Saw Blades (New) * Anvil
Thickness Planer * 3 - New Whirpool/Bath Tubs
RotoZip * Sanders, Grinders, Drills, Jig Saws

2 - 10” Table Saws * Elec Hand Planers * Ladders
5 - Mitre Saws * 4- Air Compressors * Paint Guns

Cordless Tool Sets * 25- Wood Folding Tables
2- 48’ Highway Van Storage Trailers (92/99)

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE
Of quality furniture; household effects;  
and miscellaneous items to be held at  

269 Thorncrest Drive in Waterloo for  
the estate of the late J. Vrablic on:

SATURDAY DEC. 9 AT 10:00 AM  
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS AND ANTIQUES: 
quantity of Teak furniture including: Teak 
queen size bed; chest of drawers; dresser; 
table and chairs; coffee and end tables; 
single bed; couch and chair; side table; 4 
drawer chest; china cabinet; couch; chair; 
ottoman; small coffee table; lamps; drop 
leaf table; and other Teak furniture; other 
furniture including: leather couch; leather 
chair and ottoman; 60” flat screen TV and 
stand; leather couch and chair; retro chairs; 
2 unique curio cabinets; coffee and end 
tables; book shelves; oak curio cabinet; 
glass top table and chair; leather couch, 
chair and ottoman; TV and stand; leather 
swivel chair and ottoman; electric fireplace; 
plant stand; wicker furniture; white dresser; 
stereo system and speakers; corner tables; 
magazine table; organ; desk; office chairs; 
L shaped desk; sofa bed; dehumidifier; bar 
stools; exercise bike; tread mill; quantity 
of good glass and china; depression; 
crystal; pinwheel; Slovakian crystal; cups 
and saucers; dinner sets; kitchenware; 
cookware; bedding; linens; towels; etc.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: Troybilt snow 
blower newer; self-propelled lawnmower; 
garden wagon; electric and gas weed 
trimmer; step ladder; blower vac; BBQ; lawn 
furniture; variety of hand; power; and lawn 
and garden tools. 

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Notice of Public Meeting 
Township of Woolwich 

Technical Advisory Group (TAG)
Thursday, December 7, 2017
Council Chambers, 2nd Floor 

Administration Building, 24 Church Street West, Elmira 
6:30 p.m. Public Meeting

Public Notice 
WINTER OVERNIGHT PARKING BAN

This is a reminder the Winter Overnight Parking Ban for snow plowing begins 
this week. Please note the dates and times as follow: 

December 1st to March 31st between 4:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
No overnight parking is permitted on Township roads during this  

time to facilitate municipal snow plowing from the streets.  
THIS BAN APPLIES REGARDLESS OF THE WEATHER.  

Any vehicles in violation of this parking ban may be ticketed.
Please note that the Region of Waterloo has a year round overnight parking 

ban on all Regional roads between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.
For further information please contact the Township of Woolwich at 519-669-6009.AUCTIONS

Auction Sale
 For Vernon Smith Furniture

DATE: Saturday Dec. 9, 2017 @ 10:00am 
LOCATION: Kurtz Auctions, 5461,Hwy 86; 1 km north of Guelph Auto Mall
(formerly Brubacher Sales Arena)
PREVIEW: Friday, Dec. 8, 1:00-4:00pm and sale day 9:00am
Consisting of furniture, appliances, Bed foundations, Rugs, Pictures & accents etc.

Furniture, Pictures, Rugs & appliances
Area rugs//Lamps//Simmons single size mattress and foundation//various size foundations//
Bed frames//Wood frame mirrors//Décor-Rest queen size headboard, microfiber, beige//
Coffee and End tables, solid maple wood w/drawers, made in Ontario//Peppler end tables//
St. Paulin end table, solid wood, Walnut, made in Quebec//Mazin Coffee and End tables//
Décor-Rest coffee and cocktail tables//Peppler cocktail table//Top Quality Framed Pictures//
New Danby 24” electric Stoves//New Apt size fridges//New Danby Keg and bar fridges//
various size freezers//
Store Accents and Office Equipments
Office desks and chairs//Louvered dividers and track// fixture and lighting//File Cabinets//
Cash drawers//large quantity of artificial plants and displays// accent pieces //Art easels//

NOTE
The Smiths have closed the furniture store after 60 years in business and 

need to clear out all left over interior store items etc.

Terms
Cash and/or Debit. We also accept cheque with proper ID.
10% buyer’s premium. Any announcements day of sale take precedence over ads Auction-
eer, Auction company or proprietors not responsible for accidents, injury, damage or loss of 
property on sale day

Kurtz Auctons Inc. / Auctioneer: Brian S Kurtz (519)836-0342
Email: brian@kurtzauctionsinc.com Web Site: www.kurtzauctionsinc.ca

MENNOHOMES MAKES IT OFFICIAL

An open house and 
ribbon-cutting was held 
at the MennoHomes 
Foundry apartment in 
Elmira Nov. 22. Inset is 
MennoHomes Dan Driedger 
speaking at the event. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]



CLASSIFIED | 21THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2017

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

OUTDOOR SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE FLOOR/PAD 
BREAKING & REMOVAL
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

ROLL OFF 
INDUSTRIAL BIN 

RENTALS
CALL FOR 

AVAILABLE SIZES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICESGENERAL SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 

service directory. Weekly exposure 
with fantastic results! 

Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

SPACE 
FOR RENT

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

Brands You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

homewindowfashions.ca

Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537
STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Quality Bedding
Premium 
Softwood

Blown or Pushed Off

We are geared to
meet your timing and
volume requirements

BLENDED TO MEET 
YOUR NEEDS!

Ph: Elmira (519) 669-5219
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REAL ESTATE

Serving the community for 25 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

Serving the community for 25 years!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

FREE Market Evaluation

$389,900 NEW LISTING: 
LOCATION LOCATION.  This one 
owner bungalow in Elmira offers 
three bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
finished basement, walkout from 
dining area to back yard, new roof in 
November 2017. Great access to 
amenities. MLS. Call Bert to View.

NEW
PRICE!

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

T H A NK  YOU  FOR  C HOOS I NG  R E /M A X !

Results That Move You ... 

$615,000$615,000 Elmira - The Tristan II features an amazing Barzotti kitchen complete with Granite counter top, 9’ 
main floor ceilings, Hardwood and ceramic throughout the main floor. This 4 bedroom 3 bathroom 
is equipped with two sinks in the ensuite as well as the main bathroom. Currently being built and 
at the drywall stage it is available for viewings in daylight only. With a January 26 closing date and 
a neighborhood park behind, you will want to come and see this beautiful Verdone built home.

$645,000$645,000$645,000

Elmira - Stunning 2014 Claysam home boasting 2089 sq ft with 4 generous size bedrooms and 
ample flex space throughout. Fully fenced, oversize upgraded lot with no rear neighbors. Open 
concept main floor is carpet free w/lots of natural light. Main floor laundry, formal dining, 
appliances included. Don’t miss out! MLS.

NEW PRICENEW PRICE

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

Numerous possibilities | Just off 401 | $890,000
This 5 acre property could have a potential in law suite with separate entrance 
at back. The land is zoned such as to permit dog kennel facilities. The barn 
currently set up for horses could also be used for many other purposes. What 
dreams would you have for a property like this. MLS Call Dale.

CAR BUFFS | Near Harriston | $369,000
Don't miss the great value here. Bungalow with 4 CAR DREAM garage. New 
stone work, new windows, new roof, 2016. 2 + 1 bedrooms, large 0.46 of an 
acre. MLS Call Dale.

Palmerston | $273,000
Quick Closing. This move in ready 2 bedroom home on a large 0.42 acre lot 
offers a park like setting backing onto the school yard. New roof and furnace. 
Large front porch and generous side deck. A beautiful spacious and bright 
home. MLS Call Dale.

Bruce Peninsula | $36,000
Really want to get away? 6.2 acre bush lot on paved Dyers Bay Road on the 
beautiful Bruce Peninsula, 45 minutes north of Wiarton. Build your dream 
retreat. MLS Call Dale.

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission is donated 
to The Woolwich Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Bonnie

$714,000 ELMIRA 3+ 
bedroom Bungalow on 
an awesome wooded 
lot. This home features a 
setting that’s not easily 
found, 1800+ sq feet 
open concept kitchen 
great room w/walkout to 
deck and patio. Large 
rec room/games in the 
lower level. MLS.

PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES
EXECUTIVE TOWN HOME BUNGALOWS
$459,900  Beautifully 
appointed inside units 
available, freehold, 
standards include gas 
fireplace, hardwood in 
great room, maple 
kitchen w/island, a/c 
plus much more. Here is an opportunity to own in Southwood Park Estates, ELMIRA. 
Closing dates starting in March/18. Call today for further details.

$714,900 ALMA “Quality Homes” built 2200+ 
sq ft. Beautiful mainfloor of gleaming 
hardwood flooring and ceramics, french doors, 
coiffured ceilings, stunning kitchen, walkout to 
back yard and deck. Fully finished lower level 
with walkdown from garage. 24 x 50 Heated 
workshop all this on 3/4 acre lot dead end 
cul-de-sac. MLS.

ARE YOU READY TO SELL? NOW IS THE TIME! CALL US TODAY FOR A FREE CURRENT MARKET ANALYSIS.

$639,900 DRAYTON Stunning custom built 
brick bungalow with triple car garage & triple 
concrete driveway! Almost 2000 sq.ft on the main 
floor, walk-up from the basement to the garage. 
Open concept, 9' & 11' ceilings, entertainers 
dream kitchen offers over sized island, quartz 
counters, built in appliances. Large great room 
with floor to ceiling stone F/P., walkout off dining 
area to covered composite deck! NEW MLS.

OPEN HOUSE | SUN, DEC 3RD • 13PM • 65 ANDREWS DR. W., DRAYTONEXCLUSIVE!

ARTIST RENDERING

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira45 Arthur St. S., Elmira

Office:

www.thurrealestate.com

Office:

www.thurrealestate.com
519-669-2772

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068 519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

BROKERAGE

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

LOVELY 70’ X 140’ LOT W/
MATURE TREES. 3(+1) bdrm. 
bungalow w/newer maple kitch-
en & w/o to HUGE deck. Hdwd 
flr. & gas fireplace in L.R. w/lge 
window. Large rec. room, 4th 
bdrm. & newer 3 pc. bath in low-
er level. DBLE. garage & lots of 
parking! Close to schools. MLS.

3 ROBIN DR., ELMIRA

$499,900

THIS LOVELY 4 BDRM. (2+2) home offers 
an open concept main floor. Great room 
w/wall fireplace & vaulted ceiling is open 
to the kitchen w/island and spacious din-
ing area. Garden doors lead to a covered 
porch! Master bdrm w/lge. walkin closet & 
3pc. ensuite. Fin. rec. room/games area w/
large window, 2 bdrms & 4pc bath. (2nd en-
trance from the garage). Fenced yard. MLS.

214 BROOKMEAD ST., ELMIRA 

$599,900
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FAMILY ALBUM

REAL ESTATE
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THANK YOU

Thank You

We, the family of Paul MacDonald 
would like to extend our sincere 
appreciation to friends, neigh-
bours and family who offered 
support, kindness and condo-

lences following the news of Paul’s 
passing. The visits, phone calls, 

food and flowers were greatly ap-
preciated. We would also like to 
thank everyone who joined us at 

his Celebration of Life, we cannot 
express what your presence and 
support meant to us during this 
difficult time. To the Wellesley 

Apple Jacks, you help that day, in 
addition to your tributes to Paul 
are what make Wellesley such a 

great community to be part of, we 
appreciate everything you have 
done. To Christopher Franklin 
from Futher-Franklin Funeral 

Home, your kindheartedness made 
this process bearable, and for that 
we thank you sincerely. Finally, we 
send extra thanks to Dwight Irwin 
for delivering a eulogy that truly 

captured who Paul was, and still is 
in our hearts today.

MACDONALD

Jane Ann, Cole, Krista, Dana & Andrew

OBITUARYOBITUARY

Bauman, Enoch B.
Passed away at his home, RR 1, Wallen-
stein, on Saturday, November 25, 2017, 
at the age of 91 years. Enoch Bauman 
was the husband of the late Annie 
(Martin) Bauman. Father of Manassa 
and Catherine of RR 4, Elmira, Solo-
man and Rebecca of RR 1, Wallenstein, 
Rebecca and William Bauman of RR 
4, Elmira, Enos and Elizabeth of RR 
1, Wallenstein, Abraham and Judith 
of RR 1, Wallenstein, Emanuel and 
Louisa of RR 1, Linwood, Isaiah and 
Barbara of RR 1, Linwood, Enoch and 
Saloma of RR 1, Linwood, Joseph 
and Catherine of RR 1, Wallenstein, 
Melinda and Manassa Martin of RR 
4, Flesherton, and Annie and John 
Martin of RR 2, Dundalk. Survived by 
numerous grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, one brother, and two 
sisters-in-law. Predeceased by seven 
brothers and six sisters. A family ser-
vice was held at the home on Tuesday, 
November 28, 2017, then to Wellesley 
Township Mennonite Meeting House 
for interment and service. Arrange-
ments entrusted to the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Dreisinger, Dora H.
Peacefully passed away on Monday, 
November 27, 2017 at Barnswallow Place 
Care Community, Elmira, at the age of 95 
years. Dora is the last surviving member 
of the John O. and Hannah (Grosz) Dreis-
inger family, having been predeceased 
by her twin brothers Otto (2004) and Os-
car (1999) and her sisters Margaret (1982) 
and Edith Hackert (2000). Dora will be 
lovingly remembered by her nephew 
David Hackert and his wife Margaret, 
great-nephews Robert and Paul, Chad 
and Andrew, great-niece Laura and their 
families, as well as the Saxby family of 
Burlington. Dora worked as a supervisor 
at Arrow Shirts in Kitchener for many 
years and was general manager at the 
Hamilton plant until her retirement in 
1985. At Dora’s request cremation has 
taken place. There will be no funeral 
home visitation or funeral service. Inter-
ment in the family plot at Elmira Union 
Cemetery will take place at a later date. 
Arrangements entrusted to the Dreis-
inger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

$399,900

OPEN HOUSE Sunday, December 3, 2017 · 2-4pm
1148 Queens Bush Rd., Wellesley

DREW MARTIN

GREAT HOME IN THE QUIET AND BEAUTIFUL TOWN OF WELLESLEY. Located 
on a mature street and close to everything right behind the house. The home 
itself offers modern flare on a century old home. Hardwood flooring, exposed 
wood, updated bathrooms, windows, wiring, heating and air conditioning. There 
is plenty of room with 3 bedrooms, a den, main floor laundry and a beautiful 
wood burning stove. The barn/garage is huge with second level storage and 
parking to spare. This home has it all. MLS #30614417.

519-740-6400    drewmartin@royallepage.ca

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Welcome to the friendly town of Milverton 
– Let Conestoga Carpenters build you a beautiful 

two bedroom, two bathroom 1,400 sqft townhouse located only 35 
minutes from Waterloo or 20 minutes from Stratford. Pick your colours 
and finishes and enjoy a new chapter in your life.

$319,900

Milverton – Come and see 
the possibilities in this new 
subdivision in Milverton, only 
35 minutes from KW. Pick 
your colours and finishes to 
make this 2 bedroom 
semi-detached bungalow the 
home of your dreams. There 
are options available.

$319,000

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA   DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

McDonald, David Allen (1951-2017)
We are deeply saddened to announce that David passed 

away peacefully on Thursday November 16, 2017, at the age 
of 66.  Predeceased by his parents Allen and Grace McDonald 

and mother-in-law Theresa Neil. David was the beloved 
husband of 24 years to Darlene McDonald (Neil) and loving 
father to daughter Kaitlin and son Scott. He is survived by 

his sister Lynn McDonald (Rolly), brothers Bruce McDonald 
(Caterina) and Brent McDonald (Anna), brother-in law Allen 

Neil (Kelly) and father-in law (Ross Neil). Uncle to Ryan 
(Melissa), Michael (Marta), Anita (Michael), Leigh (Andrew), 

Erin (Greg), Catherine, Ethan, Jaeden and Hailey. Great Uncle 
to Olivia, Parker, Clara and Catherine. David will be missed 
by many colleagues, friends and neighbours in Ottawa and 

Elmira, Ontario. To comply with David wishes, friends, family, 
colleagues and neighbours may visit at Tubman Funeral 

Home, 403 Richmond Rd, Ottawa, ON K2A 0E9 on Saturday 
December 9, 2017 @ 1:00 p.m.  A Celebration of Life Service 

will be held at 2:00 p.m., followed by a small reception. In lieu 
of flowers, memorial contributions can be made to Canadian 

Cancer Society or a charity of your choice.
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BEARD, DORIS | Peacefully 
passed away on Monday, 
November 27, 2017 at 
Chartwell Elmira LTC 
Residence, at the age of 
93 years.

GASCHO, RAYMOND | 
Passed away peacefully 
at Knollcrest Lodge on 
Friday, November 24, 
2017. 

REID, GRACE ELNORA | At 
Royal Terrace on Friday, 
November 24, 2017, Grace 
Elnora (Ludwig) Reid of 
Palmerston, in her 89th 
year. 

DEATH 
NOTICES

KIWANIS FOOD DRIVE NETS 22,000 LBS FOR FOOD BANK

The Elmira Kiwanis Club Christmas food drive Nov. 18 brought in an estimated 22,000 lbs of food for families in need. Left is Nathan Lavoie of the Breslau 822 Squadron Air 
Cadets, which participated in the drive. At right, Kiwanis member Lorne Martin, who helped with the sorting. [SUBMITTED]
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LIVING HERE
SCHOOL SPIRIT / PUTTING ON A PLAY

HOW IS IT CHRISTMAS al-
ways seems to sneak up on 
us? Even though we have 
been planning and shop-
ping since the beginning of 
November?

Every year feels like it 
has flown by, and once 
again the elves in the kitch-
en are in a flurry of activity. 
Our team for the most part 
enjoys the Christmas rush. 

There is the usual debate 
as to when the Christmas 
music should be on the 
radio, but the spirit is in 
the air! Christmas cookies 
will be in full swing by the 
time this article is in print 
and that is a good sign that 
Santa is on his way. 

Every family has their 
favourite treats for the 
holidays, the little appetiz-
ers or sweets that are their 
specialties, made with love 
and care. They spark mem-
ories of a special person or 
time, capturing a good feel-
ing perhaps long gone but 
in memory never forgotten.

As we ramp up to the 
Christmas season, enjoy 
those moments and gifts of 
time. Put those phones and 
tablets down and enjoy the 
people around you – make 
some feel-good moments 
and share a cookie or two. 
Happy cooking!

Sweet 
treats are 
a part of 
Christmas 
memories

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

ALI WILSON

ACTION, ADVENTURE AND 
MAGIC  are what the Elmira 
District Secondary School 
fall production has in store 
for audience members next 
week. 

A cast of some 30 stu-
dents will be performing 
their rendition of The Mag-
ical Adventures of Merlin, 
the story of how a young 
Merlin meets a young, 
soon-to-be king Arthur in a 
mythical, ancient England.

“It is just a very fun show 
to watch. The energy in it, 
the jokes that are in it, the 
action and the dance – it is 
just complete eye candy,” 
said EDSS drama teacher 
DJ Carroll. “The show, The 
Magical Adventures of Mer-
lin, is the story of King Ar-
thur and The Sword in the 
Stone, but it is told from 
Merlin’s perspective.”

“We chose this story 
because it has got music, 
dance, comedy, sword 
fights and magic in it, so 
it’s really got everything.”

Led by Grade 11 student 
and school production 
veteran Simon Zenker, the 
young Merlin helps his 
friend Arthur, played by 
Grade 12 student Garret 
Tracey, claim his kingdom. 
But not without a little bit 
of help from the heroine, 
Gwen (Maddie McCor-
mick), who helps the two 
young gentleman battle the 
evil villain, Morgana le Fay 
(Hadley Mustakas). 

“Simon is a senior drama 
student at the school 

Cast of students prepare to stage The Magical Adventures of Merlin, in show Dec. 7-9

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Hadley Mustakas (Morgana), Simon Zenker (Merlin), Garret Tracey (Arthur) and Maddie McCormick (Gwen) will be performing The Magical Adventures of Merlin alongside fellow EDSS cast 
members during their production Dec. 1-9. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

EDSS drama offers up Merlin 
and Arthur, the early years

Sword fighting, song, 
dance and of course a little 
bit of magic – the show 
brings a bit of everything to 
the stage.

“It is a very fun family 
show that is just a joy to 
watch, and I think that 
anybody who comes out to 
it would feel the same way,” 
said Carroll.

The Magical Adventures 
of Merlin runs at EDSS 
December 7, 8 and 9 at 
7:30 p.m. with a Saturday 
matinee. Tickets can be 
purchased ahead of time 
through the school, picked 
up at the door or from any 
cast members starting this 
week.

who is already a very ac-
complished juggler and 
performer,” Carroll said 
of the young actor. “He is 
really bringing a unique 
life to the character as a 
young Merlin, putting just 
the right amount of teen 
attitude into it, as well as 
having that very fun boyish 
kind of charm.”

Embodying similarities 
to Merlin, magical powers 
aside, Zenkers boyishness 
works well to keep the per-
formance light.

“He is a very young ma-
gician just learning magic 
and he is having some trou-
ble with his spells. He is 
really developing his magic 

throughout the play and 
he is a pretty snazzy, fun-
loving guy,” said Zenker of 
his role. 

However, Merlin isn’t the 
only adolescent character 
who finds himself over the 
course of the play. 

“I am the son of the king 
and I believe that I am 
the one that is supposed 
to draw the sword, so this 
story is kind of like my de-
velopment of a character, 
building up to that position 
that I believe I should be 
in,” Tracey said of his role. 

“I am still kind of kid-ish, 
still developing traits. I am 
still a little bit arrogant. I 
am not very humble at this 

point and there are things 
that I don’t quite think 
through. This story is kind 
of about my characters de-
velopment in that sense.” 

Although Merlin and 
Arthur are main characters 
in the production they are 
not without a strong female 
sidekick on their journey.

“Guinevere eventually 
joins Arthur and Merlin 
on their journey to rescue 
the kingdom. What I think 
is cool is that I don’t play 
the damsel in distress: she 
helps them in their battles 
and represents more of a 
strong female character,” 
said McCormick of her role 
as Gwen.



LIVING HERE | 25THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2017

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

DECEMBER 1

ST. TERESA OF AVILA Christmas dinner at the church 
hall. The meal begins at 6 p.m. Tickets can be ordered 
through the parish office by calling 519-669-3387. 
Adults $16, 6-12 yrs $8, 5 and under are free. Take out 
orders can be picked up at 5:30 p.m. All tickets must 
be purchased by November 29. All welcome.

DECEMBER 2

BREAKFAST WITH ST. NICK at Elmira Trinity United 
Church. Annual pancake and Sausage breakfast from 
8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.; $6 per person, 5 and under free. 
Great breakfast and then step outside for the best 
parade viewing spot. Contact Cheryl Fisher at 519-
998-2290 for more info.

TREE OF LIGHT. THE Paradise and District Lions Club 
are holding the 10th annual Celebration at 6 p.m. 
beside St. Clements Library. Warm drinks, cookies, 
Santa & Mrs. Claus and entertainment. Purchase a 
bulb for $5.

FLORADALE MENNONITE CHURCH CHRISTMAS Concert 
at 7 p.m. Featured singers are John B. Miller and 
Friends. All proceeds from a free-will offering to 
benefit Elmira and District Association for Community 
Living. 

DECEMBER 3

ST. MATTHEW’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN Church, 
Conestogo Christmas Bazaar (following service.)

DECEMBER 5

ANXIETY - DIAL IT down. Learn how to influence 
factors that escalate anxiety and panic attacks with 
practical strategies, 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs.

DECEMBER 6

YOUNG AT HEART CHRISTMAS Lunch at the St. 
Clements Community Centre. Join us for a festive 
lunch and entertainment. Meet-and-greet at noon, 
with lunch served at 1 p.m. Reserve your spot by 
calling 519-664-1900 by December 1.

DECEMBER 7

HOT TO MANAGE THE holiday season and still allow 
for grief. Discuss traditions and different approaches 
to celebrating the holidays after experiencing loss, 
6-7:30 p.m. at Wellesley Township Community Health 
Centre.

DECEMBER 9

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA AND the Optimist Club of St. 
Jacobs. Join us for our 13th annual outing at Calvary 
United Church. $5 per person. Silent auction,  penny 
auction for the children, face painting, Christmas 
carols and a visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus

DECEMBER 10

CHRISTMAS CONCERT: GLORIA IN Excelsis at 3 p.m., 
St. Jacobs Mennonite Church. $10 adult, $5 children 
(ages 5-18).

DECEMBER 11

MAKING BABY FOOD FOR 6 month to 1 year olds. 
Learn how to make and store your own baby food. 
What foods are good for your baby’s age and stage; 
1-2:30 p.m. at Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
St. Jacobs.

DECEMBER 13

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join 
Seniors Community Dining at Calvary United Church 
for lunch, fellowship and entertainment. $11. Please 
call 519-664-1900 by noon on December 11.

DECEMBER 14

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN - 10:30 am, Woodside Bible 
Fellowship 200 Barnswallow Dr Elmira. Christmas 
Music: Singing, yodeling, Swiss Alpine Bells - Deb 
Meisner Jones. Devotional speaker: Randy Hoffman. 
For information call 519-669-8752.

NEW HORIZONS A GROUP for boomers, zoomers and 
seniors. Join us at 10 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre.  Greg Gerber, farmer and auctioneer. Topic 
Going, Going, Gone!

COMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS INVITES you to join 
Seniors Community Dining at Calvary United Church 
for a light lunch and fellowship, $6. Please call 519-
664-1900 by noon on December 11.

REACH
OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Christian Education
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

519-669-1296 | www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira 

Sunday Services

9:15 | 11:00 AM

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Speaker: Andreas Dimond

The Christmas 
Child

Sunday, Dec. 3rd

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

First Sunday 
in Advent
Fred Lichti preaching

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973
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ACROSS
1. Samoan coin
5. Belgrade’s republic
11. Eastern trading bloc
16. The Emerald Isle
17. Metrical feet
18. Cooktop
19. “Humanum ___ errare”
20. Touch-and-go
21. Scarecrow stuffing
22. Airheaded
24. Aleppo’s land
25. Related on one’s 
mother’s side
26. Loose
28. Kitchen meas.
30. Long, long time
31. Hammer’s end
32. Chuck
35. Most debonaire
37. Put away, in a way
39. Dogma
40. Cool
42. Grassy spots
44. Mouth, in slang
48. Takes off

49. Tablelands
50. Inclined
51. Cotton fabric
52. E-mail option
53. Classic theater name
54. Bit in a horse’s mouth
55. Sinful
57. Wide ruffle
61. Microbe
62. Copycat
65. Holds up
66. “Silent Night” adjective
68. Marine rock-clinger
70. ___ of Langerhans
72. Mountain ash
75. Preserves, as pork
76. Like lettuce
77. Slanted type
79. Burn up
80. Illumined
81. Staccato’s opposite
82. Butcher’s stock
83. Commemorative marker
84. Swellings
85. Dangerous biters

DOWN
1. Ready for a drive
2. Poison gas
3. Bridge coup
4. One
5. Getaway
6. Eavesdropping distance
7. Be dependent
8. Crude dude
9. Indigenous Canadian
10. Murderers
11. Hind end
12. GPS, e.g., in military 
lingo
13. Bring to a boil?
14. Playing marbles
15. Just out
20. Myanmar monetary unit
23. Lady of Lisbon
27. Attempt
29. Kisser
33. Lug
34. Nudibranch
36. “Sam I __”
38. German resort
40. Cleo’s undoing

41. Hawaiian dish
43. Detroit’s county
44. Refrain from singing?
45. Butterballs
46. “Wheel of Fortune” buy
47. ___ green
49. Lunar lander?
50. High degree
52. R-rated, maybe
53. Archaeological find
54. Happening
56. Trattoria frozen dessert
57. Extras
58. Come unglued
59. Flattened at the poles
60. Beneficial
63. Bag
64. Turns back, perhaps
67. Eminent
69. Blockhead
71. Sort
73. Decline
74. Astringent
78. Comedian Bill, 
informally
82. Cellist Yo-Yo

Dermatology at work in films: the bad guys tend to have bad skin

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Gure, Nigeria

LOCATION

Darcy Dueck and Ken & Grace Bott spent two weeks in Nigeria with Rachel Nweke (formerly 
Neumeister of Linwood). They spent a couple of days in the small village of Gure, where 
this picture was taken.

CAPTION

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Q. It’s not exactly an 
urgent question nor one 
for polite conversation. 
But how long does it take 
an elephant to defecate? A 
cat? And how about you?
A. Based on zoo videos of 
23 defecating mammals 
ranging in weight from just 
a few pounds to thousands 
(cats to elephants), Georgia 
Institute of Technology 
Ph.D. student Patricia Yang 
and her colleagues found 
that the act of defecation 
takes between 5 and 19 
seconds-–a remarkably 
small range considering the 
diverse species sampled 
(“Soft Matter” journal). The 
researchers also studied 

the mechanical proper-
ties of feces and intestinal 
mucous and discovered 
that “the diameter of feces 
is comparable to that of the 
rectum, but the length is 
double that of the rectum.” 
Their conclusion? Stools 
are not squeezed out like 
toothpaste but “slide along 
the large intestine by a 
layer of mucous, similar to a 
sled sliding down a chute.” 
Larger animals not only 
have larger stools but also 
a thicker layer of mucous 
which speeds expulsion, 
resulting in a relatively 
universal duration.

But this research is not 
frivolous, Yang explains: 
“Our model accounts for the 
shorter and longer defeca-
tion times associated with 
diarrhea and constipation, 
respectively. This study 
may support clinicians’ use 

of non-invasive procedures 
such as defecation time in 
the diagnoses of ailments of 
the digestive system.”
Q. True or False: “Clas-
sic film villains display a 
statistically significant 
higher incidence of der-
matologic findings than 
heroes.”
A. True. Simply put, lots 
of bad guys do indeed have 
bad skin, says Steve Mirsky 
in “Scientific American” 
magazine. Drawing from 
the American Film In-
stitute’s list of the 50 top 
heroes and 50 top vil-
lains, dermatologists Julie 
Amthor Croley and Richard 
Wagner analyzed the top 
10 members from each list 
and found that “six of the 
all-time top ten American 
film villains (60%) have 
dermatologic findings, all… 
located on the face and 

scalp.” The heroes were free 
of conspicuous facial flaws.

For example, when vil-
lain #3 Darth Vader is 
finally unmasked, his face 
displays “’scars on left 
cheek and scalp vertex, 
deep rhytides on face, peri-
orbital hyperpigmentation, 
alopecia.’ In plain English, 
that’s scars, creases, dark 
circles around the eyes, 
hair loss.” On the other 
hand, hero #3 James Bond 
(played by Sean Connery) 
has “virtually perfect skin,” 
despite a lifestyle marked 
by alcoholic consumption 
and exposure to sexually 
transmitted diseases.

Noting Hollywood’s 
general depiction of skin 
disease in an evil context, 
researchers are concerned 
that “unfairly targeting der-
matologic minorities may 
contribute to a tendency 

toward prejudice in our 
culture and facilitate mis-
understanding of particular 
disease entities among the 
general public.”
Q. These words are 
gung ho in a literal 
manner, holding hands 
and working together, 
writes Anu Garg on his 
“A.Word.A.Day” website. 
You no doubt know the 
meaning of “ho-hum” (an 
expression of boredom) 
and “humbug” (an impos-
tor or fraud). But can you 
define and explain the ori-
gins of “gung ho,” “bear 
leader” and “bugbear”?

A. “Ho-hum” and “hum-
bug” are of unknown origin, 
explains Garg. “Gung ho,” 
meaning extremely eager 
and enthusiastic, originated 
from “Chinese ‘gonghe’, an 
acronym from the Gongye 
Hezuoshi (Chinese Indus-

trial Cooperative Society).” 
Introduced in 1942 as a 
training slogan by U.S. 
Marine Corps officer Evans 
Carlson, it was interpreted 
to mean “work together.”

“Bear leader,” a tutor who 
travels with a young man, 
is “an allusion to a literal 
bear leader, a man who led 
a muzzled bear from place 
to place to perform in the 
streets.” Finally, “bugbear” 
suggests a source of fear, 
anxiety or a problem. It 
derives from an imaginary 
creature used to frighten 
children, from “bug” (hob-
goblin) and Old English 
“bera” (bright, brown). Earli-
est documented use is 1552.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.
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hands to finish the work in 
a bowl. 

Take dough and roll into 
small, one-inch balls. Place 
on parchment paper about 
2” apart. Place  in fridge to 
rest for an hour. 

Bake in oven at 325 F 
until the dough is firm to 
the touch, about 8-10 min-
utes. You don’t want a lot 
of colour.

Allow to cool and dust 
with icing sugar. 

These cookies freeze 
well as dough or as baked 
cookies. Decorate with ic-
ing sugar once the cookie is 
thawed. Enjoy!

Lemon 
Cranberry 
Pecan Balls
1/4 cup butter 
1 cup all purpose flour 
1/4 cup pecans 
2 Tbsp. dried cranberries 
 2 Tbsp. sugar 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1-1/2 tsp. lemon zest 

Place butter, sugar, flour 
in food processor. Pulse 
together until flour has 
moistened.

Add pecans, cranberry, 
lemon zest and vanilla, 
then pulse again until 
fully combined. Don’t over 
work – you can use your 

CHEF’S TABLE: Christmas 
treats take on a special meaning

FROM | 27

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

TECHNOLOGY THAT COULD CHANGE YOUR LIFE 
Hear every moment this holiday season! Join us for our exclusive Holiday Open House event. During this 
holiday event, save big on the latest state-of-the-art technology – like the 100% rechargeable hearing aids. 
With our special holiday promotion, there is not a better time to start hearing better days!

Miracle-Ear 
Elmira
17 Church 
Street West
226.241.4478

RSVP today as 
appointments are limited! 

226.909.1068

JOIN US FOR OUR EXCLUSIVE 
HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE! 

Refreshments      Door Prizes      Holiday Cheer

THURSDAY & FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7TH & 8TH

2 DAYS ONLY!

SAY 
GOODBYE 

TO BATTERIES! 
100% 

CHARGEABLEHassle 
Free!

Special offer applies to purchase of select ME-1 & ME-2 solutions. See clinic for details. Valid at participating Miracle-Ear 
locations only. Not valid with any other discount or offer. Not valid on previous purchases. OFFER EXPIRES 12/22/17

OFF $2000 A PAIR OF 
RECHARGEABLE 
HEARING AIDS.

FOR A LIMITED TIME 
SAVE UP TO

Lighting it up Saturday in St. Clements
Anniversary celebrations make this year’s Tree of Light ceremony a special one for the Paradise and District Lions Club

THE PARADISE AND 
DISTRICT Lions Club is 
holding their annual Tree 
of Light ceremony this Sat-
urday evening. Each bulb 
on the Tree of Light, which 
can be found just outside 
the library, has been lit by a 
donation from the commu-
nity. The ceremony begins 
at 6 p.m. and is bound to be 
an special night, say orga-
nizers.

“The event is very fam-
ily oriented,” said Janet 
Pfaffinger, Lion member 
and chair of the Tree of 
Light committee. “So we 
want children, parents, 
grand-parents – anyone 
who can possibly come – to 
attend this ceremony.”

Both Santa Claus and 
Mrs. Claus will be in at-
tendance to meet kids and 
adults alike, handing out 
candy. There will be Christ-
mas cookies and drinks, 
including hot chocolate, 
hot cider and coffee, to go 
with that candy, as well 
as music courtesy of local 
musicians Jason Barry and 
Jeff Tanner, who will be 
performing Christmas and 
country songs, she said.

This iteration of the  Tree 
of Light is an especially sig-
nificant one for the St. Cle-
ments Lions, said Pfaffin-
ger. This year marked the 
100th anniversary for Lions 
Club International, as well 
as the 44th year for the St. 
Clements chapter. This Sat-
urday is also the 10th Tree 
of Light ceremony in the 
village, and the group have 
added some new features 
to celebrate.

“We have some special 
additions for the Tree of 
Light that we’re just doing 
this year,” said Pfaffinger. 
“A juggler will be entertain-
ing and enthralling the 
children.” The Lions will 
also be handing out glow 
sticks to the crowd that 
they plan to light along 

with the tree. This year, 
the Lions are also giving 
everyone who donated 
light bulbs complimentary 
Christmas decorations to 
take home with them.

To mark the occasion, 
Lion member Annette 
Kuhn, who started the Tree 
of Light in St. Clements, 
will be lighting the tree.

“I’m so thrilled and hon-
oured that I’m going to be 
able to do it for the 10th 
anniversary,” said Kuhn.

Kuhn, a St. Clements 
residents, approached the 
Paradise and District Lions 
Club to start a Tree of Light 
ceremony in town after her 
sister-in-law passed away 
in 2006. Kuhn’s sister-in-
law belonged to the New 
Hamburg Lioness Club, 

which has been running a 
Tree of Light in the com-
munity for years.

“It came about because 
I thought St. Clements 
is such a little town, we 
need something that really 
brings the people together. 
I thought this would be a 
really nice way of having 
everybody come together 
at Christmastime, at such 
a special time of year,” said 
Kuhn.

This year, the money 
raised from Tree of Light 
donations is being put 
towards updating the pa-
vilion at the Lions Park in 
town.

“What we want to do is 
for that pavilion to be made 
larger to create a welcom-
ing space for young and old 
people to enjoy,” explained 
Pfaffinger.

For the past month, 
people have donated $5 to 
dedicate one light bulb on 
the tree, either in memory 
of someone passed away 
or in honour of an indi-
vidual. For $50, donors 
could light a string of bulbs 
on the tree, while above 
$50 would let people light 
a bulb on the star. The 
dedications will be read out 

loud at Saturday’s event.
The last day to purchase 

bulbs is Friday, but those 
hoping to support the 
Paradise and District Lions 
cause can always get in 

touch with the group to 
make a donation. The Tree 
of Light ceremony starts 
at 6 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 
2, outside the St. Clements 
Public Library.

FAISAL ALI

Lions Club Tree of Light organizer Janet Pfaffinger.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

9AM
9AM
10AM

THURSDAY 9AM 9PM
9PM
6PM
5PM

SALE HOURS

STARTS 
TODAY!

D E C E M B E R

DEALS!

MODERN! HOT BUY!

GLASS/MARBLE
BACKSPLASH

$597
REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99
/SQ FTFROM

MADE IN CANADA!

SOILD OAK/MAPLE 
STAIR TREADS

$3599
REG 69.99REG 69.99REG 69.99REG 69.99REG 69.99REG 69.99

/SQ FTFROM

FOR ACCENT WALLS!

MODERN GRAY
LEDGESTONE

$397
REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99
/SQ FTFROM

IN STOCK

  
3     ” 7/8 5¼” 5½” 

$177
/ LIN FT

$16767¢
/ LIN FT/ LIN FT

MDF PRIMED
BASEBOARDS

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

CLICK LAMINATE

87¢
REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99
/SQ FT87/SQ FT87¢
/SQ FT

¢FROM87FROM87
WIDE PLANK!

IN STOCK

NEW COLOURS! CLICK ENGINEERED

HICKORY/MAPLE
HARDWOOD 

$297
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99
/SQ FTFROM

HANDSCRAPED

IN STOCK
made in 
CANADA

 
December 5,  

Waterloo Region 
Museum 

  –   
 

December 7,  
Waterloo Memorial 

Rec Complex  
  –   

 
December 14,  

Cambridge City Hall 
  –   

 
 

Waterloo Region 

 

n l  r  
a i i n   

‘Trailblazing –
n in ana a’ 

ibi i n  

Christmas in Concert is 
running this weekend with 
five showings, 75 minutes 
each, over three days. The 
first is on Friday starting at 
8 p.m. Tickets are $10 for 
Friday’s concert, with some 
of the proceeds set to go to-
wards JAM International, a 
non-profit working to eradi-
cate starvation in Africa.

Then on Saturday and 
Sunday, Koinonia host four 
more concerts for free, with 
afternoon and evening 
showings on both days. The 
afternoon concerts start at 
3:30 p.m. and the evening at 
7 p.m. The church advises 
people to arrive early for the 
free shows, especially the 
afternoon ones, to ensure 
they get their tickets.

“Bring your friends, 
bring your kids and just 
make an event out of it,” 
encourages director Larissa 
Gadsby. “I can promise that 
you will leave having loved 
at least one of the numbers 
and just being really up-
lifted and encouraged to 
start the Christmas season 
and have just a wonderful 
Christmas.”

TRIO: A mix of Christmas and his classics

CONCERT: Giving back to the community

FROM | 18

FROM | 18

Dance numbers from the church’s byDesign arts program is the latest feature in the concert series. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

“I would say that about 
60 per cent are Christmas 
songs and then the others 
are just hit songs for my-
self and for my brothers, 
the Mercey Brothers,” he 
said, noting that with the 

Christmas songs people 
should expect to hear some 
commercial classics.

He expects the show will 
run about two hours, give 
or take.

Playing back to back 
shows after performing 

at The Norgan Theatre in 
Palmerston tonight (Thurs-
day), The Larry Mercey Trio 
will be performing their 
Christmas concert at Gale 
Presbyterian Church in 
Elmira on Friday evening, 
starting at 7 p.m. 


