
www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

WHERE TIRES ARE A SPECIALTY, NOT A SIDELINE.
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial - Lawn & Garden - On The Farm Service

35 Howard Ave., ELMIRA, ON | 519-669-3232 

NOTHING WRONG WITH ENVIRONMENTAL SKEPTICISMCOMMENT
PAGE 6

LIVING HERE
PAGE 24

09 | 21 | 2017
VOLUME 22 | ISSUE 38

RESTRUCTURING 
SEES RETURN OF 
RURAL POLICING

Susan Bryant (left) and fellow committee member Igna Rinne will be taking part in a public meeting Monday about the Elmira Greening Initiative. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Looking 
for input
Community group working with 
Woolwich to develop a 20-year 
greening plan for Elmira’s trees

SUSPECTING THE DOG THAT came 
with a new family in their neighbour-
hood is a pit bull-cross, some St. Ja-
cobs residents want quick action from 
the township. 

The dog attacked a rabbit hutch on 
the property next door, with one of 
the animals having to be euthanized. 
Owners Todd and Melissa Metzger 
had contacted Woolwich officials in 
the spring when the new neighbours 
moved in, expressing concerns the 
dog appeared to be a pit bull-cross. 
Pit bulls have been ostensibly banned 
in the province since 2005. 

Melissa Metzger said her concerns 
were dismissed by the township. Since 
the attack in August, Woolwich bylaw 
enforcement staff has launched an in-
vestigation, but has not been respon-
sive to the couple’s request for an up-
date. Nor is the township following its 
own guidelines that seem to indicate 
the owners should be forced to muzzle 
the dog even while the investigation 
continues, she added.

She and other neighbours who were 
out in support appeared at Woolwich 
council Tuesday night to express fears 
the dog might harm one of their children.

The Metzgers, for instance, have 
four kids, foster others and run a 
home daycare. 

St. Jacobs 
neighbours 
want township 
to act on suspect 
pit bull-cross

STEVE KANNON

DOG | 28

FAISAL ALI

WHEN THE LAST OF the ash 
trees that lined Elmira’s main 
thoroughfare fell prey to the 
emerald ash borer and were cut 
down in 2015, the core may have 
lost a portion of its charm and 
character. 

There have been a number 
of tree-planting programs by a 
variety of community groups to 
help make Elmira greener, but 
now one group is working with 
the township to create a single 
unified plan for the town that 
will guide these disparate proj-
ects over the next 20 years.

In drafting that plan, the 
group is asking for the public’s 

input at a meeting Monday 
night at Trinity United Church.

“This is people’s chance to 
contribute ideas that anyone 
who lives in this community I’m 
sure at some point or another 
has said: ‘Why don’t they blank, 
blank, blank?’” said Susan Bry-
ant, chair of the committee 
behind the project, the Elmira 
Greening Initiative.

“They say it to us,” added 
Inga Rinne, a fellow committee 
member.

“Or, ‘why did they?’” said Bry-
ant. “So this is their chance to 
say, ‘OK, here’s what I feel I’m 
missing in this community, or 
that I think will enhance life in 
this community.’” INPUT | 2

Bryant and Rinne are mem-
bers of the Township of Wool-
wich Environmental Enhance-
ment Committee (TWEEC), a 
volunteer group that’s an official 
committee of township council. 
The group hired an environmen-
tal consultancy firm, Natural 
Resource Solutions Inc., to cre-
ate a plan that the community 
can work towards in Elmira over 
the next 20 years. The hope is 
that once the plan is drafted, it 
will be officially adopted by the 
township.

It’s still early to say what a 
final plan might look like, but 
there are a number of questions 
for the public to consider. Where 
would people like to see trees 

and green spaces, parks and 
benches in Elmira? What are 
the priority locations? What va-
rieties of trees and plant life do 
people want to see?

One of the disadvantages to 
the uniform ash trees planted 
along Arthur Street was that they 
were all susceptible to the same 
disease as well. Removing the 
stricken trees back in 2015 was 
estimated to cost the township 
$6,000. With limited resources 
available to devote to green in-
frastructure projects in the town, 
Bryant and Rinne say a plan 
can help avoid unnecessary ex-
penses like that, and encourage 

MAKING A PLAN / GREENING INITIATIVE
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frugal spending of time and 
money in the future.

A final greening plan for 
Elmira could also affect 
bylaws for places like park-
ing lots by requiring cer-
tain levels of tree cover per 
parking spot, they suggest. 
There could also be re-
quests to change the rules 
for future developments in 

the township, like altering 
the amount of greenery 
needed for residential con-
struction. 

The potential impact on 
local businesses is why the 
group is keen to hear not 
only from the residents, 
but the business commu-
nity in Elmira too.

It’s not all rules and regu-
lations, however. There is 

an economic advantage for 
businesses in Elmira, says 
Bryant, based on the stud-
ies she’s read, by having a 
greener and more inviting 
downtown core.

“They say that the eco-
nomic benefits are 10 to 
15 per cent more business 
because you’ve got pedes-
trian traffic and you have 
an attractive downtown 

where there is some green 
shade and beauty. You just 
get more people wanting to 
visit,” she said.

There are environmental 
benefits, with added tree 
cover improving air and 
water quality, combating 
climate change, improving 
soil’s water absorption.

“This green infrastruc-
ture is going to hopefully 
address our ways of reduc-
ing the runoff in the urban 
area,” said Rinne. “So, you 
know, you get your thun-
derstorm, you get all this 
water that washes all kinds 
of less-than-desirable stuff 
off of the roads...”

“...into people’s base-
ments, for one thing,” 
continued Bryant. She adds 
that some of the newer sub-
divisions in Elmira do have 
stormwater management 
ponds to deal with runoff, 
but the older downtown 
area in Elmira does not.

“So gasoline and rubber 
bits and trash and chemi-
cals – whatever lands on 
the roads ends up going 
straight to the creek. So 
if you have, say, swales 
of trees in the middle of 
the parking lot properly 
planted, that absorbs a lot 
of that (water).”

The Elmira Greening 
Initiative is not a project 
unique to the town. Bryant 
and Rinne point to plans in 
other municipalities, like 
the Wellington County’s 
Green  Legacy Program, 
which began in 2004 and 
has been able to plant more 
than a million trees since, 
according to the county’s 
website. Within Waterloo 
Region, the city of Kitchen-
er has begun consultations 
on an urban forestry plan 
to improve upon their local 
green infrastructure.

“I think the growing 
recognition is that just like 

roads and bridges and sew-
ers are infrastructure, our 
trees and green spaces are 
infrastructure as well, and 
have an importance as well 
beyond the ‘oh, isn’t that 
pretty?’” said Rinne.

TWEEC has been active 
in the community since 
2004, organizing tree 
plantings and community 
clean-ups with the help 
of local volunteers. One 
of their projects has been 
to plant one tree for every 
person in Woolwich; at the 
moment, they’ve planted 
22,916 trees, Rinne noted.

The meeting for the El-
mira Greening Initiative 
will be on September 25 at 
7 p.m. at the Trinity United 
Church, 21 Arthur St. N. 
The meeting will be facili-
tated by two urban forestry 
experts, Katharina Richter 
and Brett Woodman, from 
the environmental consul-
tancy group.

INPUT: Committee looking for a comprehensive, long-range plan for planting trees, greening spaces
FROM | COVER

HOLDING THE LINE ... AND HAVING FUN DOING IT

The first annual Hold the Line Festival took place over the weekend at the Waterloo Rod and Gun Club in St. Jacobs. The event saw more than 
100 cyclists come out to show their support of the region’s countryside line. Alex Szaflarska co-organizer of Hold the Line, holds postcards 
participants of the day filled out in support of the hard boundary between urban and rural. They’ll be mailed to Waterloo Region council. 
[ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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WELLESLEY PUBLIC SCHOOL HAS 
implemented a new way to build 
friendships among some 700 students, 
with many helping hands – or, rather, 
thumbs – getting in on the action.

Two new brightly painted “buddy 
benches” that adorn the school’s play-
ground have a personal touch.

Coloured yellow – promoting the 
idea that ‘Yellow is Hello’ – the bench-
es aim to facilitate friendships and 
playmates on the schoolyard by pro-
viding an open place for students to 
gravitate towards if they feel they need 
a friend, or buddy, to play with.

Spearheaded by the Safe Caring 
Inclusive School (SCIS) team, the idea 
for the buddy benches was first dis-
cussed last year, with organizers opt-
ing to start with the new school year 
that arrived earlier this month.

Although many schools in the dis-
trict also have these kind of benches, 
the committee decided to take an extra 
step to really personalize the project.

“We talked about making it school-
wide: ‘Let’s get everyone to put their 
thumbprints on it,’ and then everyone 
belongs and we are all part of it,” said 
Jen Martin, special education resource 
teacher and one of the facilitators of the 

A place where 
bench-warming 
is very much 
encouraged
Wellesley PS opts for 
personal customization 
of playground buddy 
benches, getting 
everyone involved

BENCH | 28

ALI WILSON

With the help of special education resource teacher and Safe Caring Inclusive School team member Jen Martin, Wellesley PS 
has added two buddy benches to the schoolyard. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

IT MAY BE HOT and sunny 
this week, for the most 
part, but Friday marks 
the first official day of 
autumn. Does that mean 
it’s time batten down the 
hatches, close up the cot-
tages and prepare for the 
long hibernation? Not just 
yet, says Canada’s weather 
guru, David Phillips, who’s 
predicting a mild start to 
fall. 

A tepid summer done, fall may offer up warmer weather, says Environment Canada
FAISAL ALI That’s an improvement 

on the lest-than-stellar 
summer we’re leaving be-
hind.

“What we see for the 
next week, right through 
and including the week-
end, we see some very 
delightfully pleasant days, 
sunny days – very warm 
days,” says Phillips, a se-
nior climatologist with 
Environment Canada. “It’s 
like the summer we never 
had.”

The normal tempera-
tures for this time of year 
is around 19 degrees, but 
we’re looking at a few days 
hitting 28 – so it’s clear 
sailing for those not will-
ing to let summer go, at 
least for the time being.

“I think nature’s working 
overtime to try and please 
us. And this weather is 
very good for farmers for 
getting the crop, for allow-
ing the grapes to sweeten 
up and any farm work to 

begin and to get finished,” 
he said. “But it’s just the 
fact that it’s just a little bit 
too much, too late.”

It’s a great end to an 
otherwise lousy summer, 
which saw the region hit 
with everything from rain 
to tornadoes to even hail 
in places farther out – ev-
erything, that is, except 
sunshine.

“I don’t think the Kitch-
ener-Waterloo-Guelph area 
was as bad as we’ve seen in 

other parts of Ontario, but 
people still complained 
about the fact that week-
ends were wet and there 
were a lot of days with 
rain. It was like the water-
torture test,” says Phillips.

“I think that, certainly 
for me, what the big differ-
ence was is that it wasn’t 
so much cold, it just wasn’t 
hot. I mean, we had five 
days where the tempera-
ture got about 30.” Last 
year, by comparison there 

were 27 of those days.
“So it was good beer-

drinking weather last year 
but not so much this year, 
and the water temperature 
was not as warm. And wet 
weekends, that just made 
people feel kind of a little 
miserable.”

But surely with such 
a misery-inducing sea-
son past, people deserve 
something a little better 

EXPANSION | 4
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CONESTOGA MEAT PACK-
ERS EXPECTS to add 170 
new jobs at its Breslau 
plant thanks in part to $5.3 
million from the province. 

Kitchener Centre MPP 
Daiene Vernile made the 
announcement Friday in 
Breslau on behalf of Jeff 
Leal, Minister of Agricul-
ture, Food and Rural Af-
fairs. The investment will 
help the business boost its 
productivity and expand 
its pork processing capac-
ity, she said.

“Supporting a strong and 
innovative food processing 
sector will create jobs and 
strengthen our local econ-
omy. Today’s $5.3-million 
investment will help Cones-
toga Meat Packers expand 
local production, bringing 
170 new jobs to Waterloo 
Region,” said Vernile.

The investment, which 
is expected to bring an 
increase in jobs over a 
seven-year term, is coming 
through Ontario’s Food and 
Beverage Growth Fund, a 
subsection of the Jobs and 
Prosperity Fund. 

Conestoga Meat 
Packers to expand 
again with help of 
$5.3 million from 
the province

ALI WILSON This particular stream is 
available for food, beverage 
and bio-product processing 
process across the province 
with more than $5 million 
in eligible costs to help 
create sustainable jobs, 
enhance innovation and 
strengthen supply chains.

The investment will help 
the company purchase 
leading-edge equipment to 
double meat processing ca-
pacity, expanding its prod-
uct offerings and enhance 
export revenue. 

Arnold Drung, president 
of Conestoga Meat Packers 
Ltd., said they will be using 
this investment to build a 
state-of-the-art processing 
facility, facilitating more 
high-quality product for 
markets in Canada and 
around the world.

“We appreciate the gov-
ernment’s support as we 
continue to work toward 
our goal of providing the 
‘world’s best pork from the 
industry’s best team,’” said 
Drung. “This will solidify 
the future for our 157 On-
tario farmer-owners and 
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Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz (center) presents a heritage plaque to Julianne Shantz of the Elmira Wellness Centre. The Arthur Street structure was previously the township hall, originally 
built as a post office. Below, heritage committee chair Bonnie Bryant joined Shantz at the Elmira bandstand last Friday for the ceremony. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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First of new heritage plaques go to old township hall, bandstand in Elmira
ALI WILSON

TWO ICONIC DOWNTOWN 
ELMIRA locations – the 
old township hall and the 
Gore Park bandstand – are 
now marked with heritage 
plaques following a cere-
mony organized September 
15 by Woolwich’s heritage 
committee.

Last week’s ceremony is 
part of the revamped com-
mittee’s attempt to raise 
awareness of cultural heri-
tage through the mount-
ing of metal plaques on 12 
structures in the township 
that have been designated 
under the Ontario Heritage 
Act.  

Now home to the Elmira 
Wellness Centre, the former 
township hall at 69 Arthur 
St. S. was  designated as a 
heritage structure in 2010. 
The building is noted for 
its distinguishable exterior 
and interior clock tower, 
among other features. The 
offset square clock tower 
has a clock mechanism 
that was manufactured in 
Whitchurch, England in 
1914 and is still in opera-
tion. 

Having been built in 1912, 
the structure at one time 
housed the post office and 
the police station in Elmira.

The second of the loca-
tions, the Gore Park band-
stand was constructed in 
1912 and was designated 
under the Heritage Act in 
1986 as an example of the 
centre of entertainment of 
small town life in the early 
1900s.

Playing a large role in the 
history of the community, 
its construction was to 
house Elmira’s brass band, 
formed in 1873, and the 
cornet band of St John’s 
Lutheran Church. 

Although originally con-
structed downtown near 
Arthur and Church streets, 
the bandstand was move 
to its location at Gore Park 
in 1898. The current band-
stand used today was fin-
ished in 1912, after a group 
petitioned to have council 
build a new structure. It has 
been restored a number of 
times in the intervening 
years.

Mayor Sandy Shantz 
addressed attendees to 
the plaque dedication cer-
emony in a speech touching 
on the significance the two 
structures have had in the 

town of Elmira.
“I believe it is impor-

tant to remember where 
we came from because it 
speaks to who we are today 
and where we will go in the 
future,” she said. “Most of 
you will remember this as 
the old township hall, but 
it was originally built as a 
post office. It was styled 

on similar public build-
ings, mostly post offices in 
small towns, and eventually 
became known as Ontario 
post office style. This block 
and this building  have 
been a recognizable land-
mark for over a century in 
Elmira.

“The Gore Park band-
stand was originally built 

in 1912 after a petition with 
276 names was presented to 
council.  The tender award 
was $33. So Woolwich 
residents were bossy even 
back then, and aren’t we 
glad they were,” the mayor 
laughed. “It is a pleasure 
to present this plaque and 
to accept the plaque on 
behalf of the township as 
a tangible reminder of the 
past and a reflection of the 
structures’ role in the cur-
rent and future economic 
and cultural growth of the 
township. ”

Working on promot-
ing heritage through the 
Heritage Day event, by 
participating in the regional 
Doors Open event and now 
through the plaque presen-

tations, the relatively new 
heritage committee isn’t 
looking at slowing down 
anytime soon.

“We want to get plaques 
on all of our designated 
properties. We are hoping 
to designate buildings and 
list buildings of significance 
within the whole township. 
It needs to be done because 
if we don’t protect these 
buildings, we are going to 
lose them,” said committee 
chair Bonnie Bryant. “Heri-
tage can be a driver towards 
your economic develop-
ment and towards your 
tourism dollars, so it is a 
great advantage towards an 
area to have these in place.”

Meeting monthly from 
September to June, the 
Woolwich Heritage Com-
mittee is designed to advise 
council on cultural heri-
tage matters, designation 
matters under the Ontario 
Heritage Act and listing 
new properties on the 
township’s register of heri-
tage properties, promote 
cultural heritage awareness, 
education and conservation 
and recognize excellence 
in cultural heritage in the 
township. 

The committee is cur-
rently seeking additional 
members to help in pre-
serving heritage, Bryant 
says new members are wel-
come to apply at the town-
ship office.

“We are always looking 
for new members,” she said.

their families as well as 
our 900 employees. The 
expansion provides the op-
portunity for future growth 
both in volume processed 
as well as people employed. 
We are proud of our team 
at Conestoga and look 
forward to providing more 
manufacturing jobs for Wa-
terloo Region.” 

A co-operative of 157 
southwestern Ontario hog 
producers, Conestoga Meat 
Packers is currently the 
second largest pork proces-
sor in the province.

For Queen’s Park, their 

involvement aims to help 
keep Ontario’s pork indus-
try competitive.

“Our government is 
proud to support the con-
tinued growth of Ontario’s 
food processing sector, an 
important driver of our 
economy,” Leal said in a 
statement. “This support 
will help Conestoga Meat 
Packers increase its pro-
ductivity, enhance compet-
itiveness and create good 
jobs in Waterloo Region.” 

Currently, Ontario is 
home to Canada’s largest 
food processing sector, em-
ploying 94,500 people.

EXPANSION: Funding will help 
support boost in production
FROM | 3

for their troubles going for-
ward, right? While weather 
does not as a general rule 
have a sense of justice, that 
certainly may be the case.

“Our models seem to 
suggest that October will 
be warmer and Novem-
ber will be warmer than 
normal. But it is actually 
October warmth, not July 
warmth.”

In the short-term, the 
warm weather may hold 
up, says Phillips, but it’s 
tough to keep that momen-
tum going.

WEATHER: Looks like above-seasonal temps as fall gets rolling
FROM | 3 “When we get into Octo-

ber we see it’s hard to hold 
those warm temperatures,” 
he says. “And the other 
thing too is typically, we 
have frost in October and 
so that’s likely to occur.

“Typically, in (Waterloo 
Region) the average date 
of the first frost is often 
September the 30th, but I 
don’t think you’re going to 
get it before right until Oc-
tober. And you’ll probably 
have frost on the pumpkin. 
By gosh, you could have 
snow on the ground in Oc-
tober. But it doesn’t neces-

sarily mean that every day 
is going to be miserable.”

So a milder October and 
a later frost seem to be in 
the cards.

“The other thing that’s 
very golden for us is the 
colour change this season. 
It’s going to be glorious 
this year. I mean it may be 
the best ever, because what 
species loved this sum-
mer? We were complaining 
about it, (but) trees loved 
it. This time last year there 
were a lot of leaves on 
the ground. It was dry, it 
was hot, there were crispy 

leaves folded up that were 
laying on the ground,” says 
Phillips.

Just be sure not to miss 
your chance to catch the 
leaves in their full hue 
before it’s too late, advises 
Phillips.

“Don’t procrastinate, be-
cause if you get a good day 
where the colour is at its 
peak, well, book off, (call 
in) sick, play hooky and go 
for it. Because next week 
it could be a windstorm 
with rain and knock all 
the leaves off. So you can’t 
wait for it.” 
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POLICE BLOTTER

S E P T E M B E R  1 3

11:25 AM | A 17-year-old 
Elmira man was travelling 
southbound on Three Bridges 
Road towards Henry Street near 
St. Jacobs when he lost control of 
his black Mazda 3. The vehicle left 
the roadway and rolled, coming 

Drivers advised to be 
mindful of pedestrians, 
obey crossing guards
WITH THE RESUMPTION 
OF school, police are advis-
ing motorists to be aware of 
an increase in pedestrians, 
being especially mindful of 
kids and crossing guards. 

Every year, local inci-
dents are reported that 
involve motorists disobey-
ing the directions of cross-
ing guards. Of particular 
concern are the instances 
in which school children 
are narrowly missed while 
entering the road way.  
Ontario Provincial Police, 
for instance advise that 
they will be on patrol in 
all school zones and are 
watching for motorists who 
fail to yield for crossing 
guards. 

The Highway Traffic Act 
states that when a school 

crossing sign is displayed, 
the driver of any vehicle in-
cluding a bicycle approach-
ing the stop sign shall stop 
before reaching the cross-
ing. He/she shall remain 
stopped until all persons, 
including the school cross-
ing guard have cleared the 
entire roadway. Failure to 
obey the crossing guard 
could result in a fine and 
the accumulation of de-
merit points. 

Paying extra attention 
will make the difference 
between safe arrivals and 
serious injuries, police 
suggest, noting it is the 
responsibility of every ve-
hicle operator to constantly 
observe their surroundings 
and react accordingly, par-
ticularly in school zones. 

to a stop on its side. St. Jacobs 
firefighters and Waterloo Regional 
EMS responded, treating the 
driver for minor injuries. He was 
subsequently issued a provincial 
offence notice for ‘careless driv-
ing.’  The vehicle was towed from 
the scene.

S E P T E M B E R  1 4

3:50 PM | A chain-reaction 
collision occurred on Arthur Street 
approaching Howard Avenue in 
Elmira. A grey Hyundai Santa Fe, 
driven by a 60-year-old Elmira 
woman, stopped for traffic on 
Arthur Street. A silver Dodge 

van, driven by an 35-year-old 
man from Straffordville, stopped 
behind the Hyundai and was then 
rear-ended by a grey GMC pickup 
driven by a 27-year-old man from 
Caledonia.  Ambulance and Elmira 
firefighters responded, but all 
parties declined medical treat-
ment.  The Caledonia man was 
charged with ‘careless driving.’  
The Dodge van was towed from 
the scene.  

S E P T E M B E R  1 8

7:00 AM | A 20-year-
old woman from Heidelberg 
was travelling northbound on 
Bloomingdale Road, approaching 
Ebycrest Road, when she left the 
roadway and lost control of her 
white Mazda 3 on a bend. The 
vehicle entered a marsh and was 
partially submerged in water. The 
driver was uninjured. The Breslau 
firefighters assisted the tow truck 
driver with retrieving the vehicle 
from the marsh. The driver was 
charged with ‘careless driving.’ 

COLLISION NETS CARELESS DRIVING CHARGE

Suicide prevention 
event at Gale

Figures show that most people who 
attempt suicide want someone to 
intervene and stop them. A workshop 
set September 25 in Elmira will  
instruct participants how to go about 
doing just that.

The SafeTALK workshop will teach 
participants how to approach a person 
who may be thinking of suicide and 
how to direct them to get help. 

 “Think of this as first aid for mental 
health,” says Kim Denstedt, a member 
at Gale Presbyterian Church where the 
workshop is being hosted. “September 
10 was World Suicide Prevention Day. 
We want to encourage everyone to 

consider attending this workshop. 
Suicide does impact our community.”

 The SafeTalk workshop will take 
place at 10 Barnswallow Drive on 
Sept. 25, 7 to 10 p.m. There is a cost 
to hosting the workshop and the 
church has decided to open it up to 
the community for a free-will offering, 
she said. Should donations exceed the 
costs, the money will be given to the 
Woolwich Counselling Centre.  

As seats are limited, reservations are 
required by calling the church office 
at 669-2852, with Denstedt strongly 
encouraging people to call ahead.

Township reacts 
to EPP spill

A small spill of sodium hypochlorite 

– a bleaching agent used as a 
disinfectant – prompted Woolwich 
officials to step in on the weekend 
after they deemed Elmira Pet Products’ 
response to be inadequate.

Some 20 litres of sodium 
hypochlorite spilled on the property 
at 35 Martin’s Lane. The company 
informed the region’s spill centre, but 
the township was not in the loop, as 
the contamination was believed to be 
restricted to the property, said Jared 
Puppe, Woolwich’s acting manager of 
engineering. That was not the case, 
with contaminants found on township 
property, including ditches and 
culverts, prompting a cleanup effort 
on Saturday.

Woolwich hired a contractor to carry 
out the work, with costs to be billed 

back to Elmira Pet Products, said 
Puppe.

The final bill remains unknown, as 
the contaminants – some of which 
appeared to be grease – will have 
to be tested to determine proper 
disposal, he explained. None of the 
contaminants is believed to be toxic, 
however.

“The spill was minor but out of 
abundance of precaution the township 
initiated a clean-up, which we sup-
ported, Elmira Pet Products president 
and CEO Bryan Cook said in an email, 
noting the company has no issue 
covering the costs “if fair.”

The Ministry of the Environment was 
notified, but opted not to send anyone 
to investigate.

Simon Chang at 
Home Hardware

A night of fashion and fun is 
set for Tuesday in Guelph, with 
Canadian celebrity Simon Chang, the 
international fashion designer and 
color specialist, and Bev Bell, creative 
director of Beauti-Tone Paint, hosting 
the event.

The third annual ladies’ night is 
being held by JL’s Home Hardware 
Building Centre in Guelph, providing 
exciting opportunities for women 
(and men) to learn from fashion and 
design experts, while raising money 
for a good cause.

Tickets to attend are only $5, and a 
portion of the money raised is going 

towards the Guelph-Wellington 
Women in Crisis organization, in 
keeping with the previous years’ 
theme of supporting women’s is-
sues. For the last two years running, 
the event has raised money for the 
Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation.

Rick Lackovic, the marketing man-
ager for the company and the main 
organizer for the event, said this year 
they are asking women who attend 
the event to bring donations of 
purses, mitts, scarves and personal 
care items that that can be donated 
to the Women in Crisis group.

The ladies’ night will be on 
September 26, 6:30-9 p.m., at the 
JL’s Home Hardware Building Centre 
in Guelph, located at 575 Wellington 
St. W.

CALL 519-206-0336CONESTOGO www.koebelhcm.com
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

Includes First 
Pre-Season Maintenance 

on All New Installs 
($125.00 Value)

Sales, Service & Installation

Fall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall SeasonFall Season
FURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACEFURNACE
SPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIALSPECIAL

Fall Season
FURNACE
SPECIAL

REBATESREBATESREBATESREBATESREBATESREBATESREBATESREBATESREBATESREBATESREBATESREBATESREBATES
UP TOUP TOUP TOUP TOUP TOUP TO

FURNACES | AIR CONDITIONERS | WATER HEATERS
FIREPLACES | AIR FILTRATION | HUMIDIFIERS 

HRVʼS | BBQ LINES | GAS PIPING

$$$125012501250125012501250125000000000$125000

519-669-0237

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

Aging has 
Met its Match 

with this 
Triple Threat 
Chemical Peels 

are effective 
ways to brighten 
and tighten skin.

Triple TTriple T
Chemical Peels 

are effective 

BRIGHTEN
Say bye to thin 

skin with Vivier’s 
new GrenzCine 

products.

Say bye to thin 
skin with Vivier’s 

THICKEN

ways to brighten 
and tighten skin.

eels 

new GrenzCine 

Say bye to thin 
skin with Vivier’s 

Photofacials will 
smooth fine lines 

and wrinkles 
leaving radiant 

and polished skin.

Triple TTriple T
Photofacials will Photofacials will Photofacials will 
smooth fine lines smooth fine lines smooth fine lines 

REFINE

and tighten skin.and tighten skin.and tighten skin.and tighten skin. leaving radiant leaving radiant leaving radiant leaving radiant 
and polished skin.and polished skin.

www.baumanlaser.com

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from September 25th – September 30th

Get your order in for your 
Local Thanksgiving Turkey, 
Ham or Roast today before 

it is spoken for!

Store Made Smoked 

Mini Beef 
Sticks

$7.99 REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb.

Store Made Deli Sliced 

Smoked 
Turkey

Pig Tails
REG. PRICE
$7.99 /lb.

$6.99
Fresh

Back Ribs
REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb.

$5.99
Store Made Regular or Hot 24 pc. 

Pepperstix
REG. PRICE
$8.99 ea.

$7.99
3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$2.79 REG. PRICE
$3.29 /lb.

Fresh

A chain-reaction collision occurred on Arthur Street in Elmira on September 14. No injuries were reported. A Caledonia man was charged with 
careless driving. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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ELMIRA ACTIVIST AL MARSHALL is not 
wrong when he says governments and pollut-
ing businesses are capable of being wrong, lying 
and covering up inconvenient facts. When it 
comes to health and environmental concerns, 
there are plenty of examples to back his posi-
tion.

That doesn’t mean, however, that such chicanery is at 
work in every instance.

In the matter of methane in Bolender Park, it’s clear Wool-
wich Township doesn’t have a full handle on the scale of the 
former municipal dump on the site. And there have been 
lapses in monitoring the area. But the overall picture is one 
of very little risk to the public. 

Much of the current methane problem is largely contained 
to what is now 86 Auto and Metal Recyclers, though the is-
sue predates by many years that new operation and even the 
former one, Paleshi Motors, as the Bolender landfill was in 
use between 1962 and 1970.

Even there, it isn’t clear if methane levels are troubling in 
the longer term, though the township is waiting on assess-
ment from the provincial Ministry of the Environment. 

A consultant’s report presented this week to township 
council, prompted by a list of questions and comments from 
Marshall, finds no evidence of any cause for concern, in line 
with past monitoring reports. 

Still, there’s nothing wrong with being skeptical, with 
questioning what officials put forward. A good rule of thumb 
with political and corporate interests is to challenge all posi-
tions – if they tell you the sky is blue, cast an eye skyward to 
make sure.

That’s especially true of environmental issues, where 
denial and inaction are not uncommon reactions to real 
problems. We’ve seen some of that here in the early stages of 
contamination involving Varnicolor and what was Uniroyal 
Chemical (now Lanxess) in Elmira, issues where Marshall 
had a front-row seat.

Looked at through the lens of cover-ups and poor deci-
sions, skepticism is the right response. Of course, that cuts 
both ways, most notably just now in skepticism over climate 
change. Here, too, we have to ask cui bono – who benefits? 
Much of the climate change denial and apparently con-
tradictory evidence comes from dubious sources or from 
sources directly funded by industries intent on maintaining 
the status quo – it’s the same scenario at play with direct 
intervention in academia and “think tanks” by wealthy right-
wing funding sources, which got underway in the years fol-
lowing the progressive, activist 1960s. 

The current consensus is that years of pollution have con-
tributed to climate change, which seems intuitively right 
given all the other deleterious effects pollutants have had on 
the environment and our own health. Even climate- change 
skeptics can’t argue the fact we’re poisoning the only home 
we have. 

A concerted effort by vested interests – more than 90 per 
cent of skeptical climate change research is funded by po-
liticized sources – makes it that some of us don’t know what 
to believe about climate change. We’re even more adrift over 
solutions.

Nothing wrong with being skeptical, including about the 
skeptics.

Ask questions. Don’t like the answers? Ask some more. But 
sometimes, like a cigar is just a cigar, an answer actually is 
just that.

Skepticism is fine, 
but reality enters 
into the equation

TWO YEARS AGO THIS 
month, the Russian air 
force was sent in to save 
the tottering Syrian regime 
of Bashar al-Assad from 
collapse. The air was thick 
with Western predictions 
that Moscow had made a 
dreadful mistake.

“These (Russian) mili-
tary actions constitute a 
further escalation and will 
only fuel more radicaliza-
tion and extremism,” said 
the United States, Britain, 
France, Germany, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and Turkey 
in a joint statement three 
days after the first Russian 
bombs fell. 

The evil, stupid Russians 
were backing Assad, they 
were bombing the wrong 
groups of fighters, they 
were bombing civilians, 
and they would end up 
trapped in an endless war.

Why didn’t the Russians 
listen to such expert ad-
vice, especially from the 
United States, which has 
more experience in losing 
wars in the Muslim world 
than anybody else? Nobody 

Russians ignore advice, opt instead for victory in Syria
likes to be patronized, but 
the Russians didn’t get into 
a slanging match about it. 
They just kept quiet and 
carried on doing what they 
were doing.

Two years later, they 
have won. “All the condi-
tions are in place for the 
final stage of defeating 
ISIS in Syria,” said General 
Alexander Lapin, the com-
mander of the Russian 
army in Syria, and that 
is the simple truth. Only 
parts of the eastern cities 
of Raqqa and Deir-es-Zor 
remain under ISIS control, 
and both cities will fall be-
fore the end of the year.

It’s a bit tricky in the east 
of Syria, where Western, 
mostly U.S. troops and 
their Kurdish and Arab al-
lies are still in the game, 
so Deir-es-Zor, at least, 
will probably end up par-
titioned between the Syr-
ian government and the 
Americans in the short run. 
But in the long run Assad 
gets it all back.

All that remains to do is 
reconquer the big enclave 
around Idlib in north-
western Syria that is ruled 
by the al-Qaeda affiliate 
that used to be known as 
the Jabhat al-Nusra. (It has 
taken to changing its name 

every month or so in an 
attempt to disguise its ori-
gins.) But the Russian have 
promised to help Assad re-
conquer that territory too.

“The operation to de-
stroy the fighters of the 
ISIS and Jabhat al-Nusra 
terrorist groups on Syr-
ian territory will continue 
until their complete and 
guaranteed destruction,” 
promised Lapin last week. 
Taking down al-Nusra will 
be a major enterprise, but 
it is quite doable because 
the Islamist outfit’s former 
supporters in Turkey and 
Saudi Arabia have aban-
doned it.

Indeed, the Russian and 
Iranian effort to save Assad 
has been so successful that 
what once seemed impos-
sible is becoming a reality: 
the whole country will be 
reunited under Assad’s 
rule.

Much of the population 
that falls back under his 
control will hate it, and it 
is far from clear what will 
happen to the six million 
Syrians who fled abroad 
during the war. Most were 
anti-Assad, and many will 
never go home. Losing a 
civil war is a bitter experi-
ence, but one way or an-
other everyone will have 

to come to terms with that 
fact.

How did the Russians 
(and their Iranian allies, 
who provided most of the 
fighting strength on the 
ground) win the war in 
two years when the United 
States had fumbled unsuc-
cessfully with the issue 
since 2011? By being cold-
blooded realists, deciding 
which was the lesser evil 
(Assad), and then single-
mindedly focussing on a 
military victory.

By 2015 it was absolutely 
clear that there were only 
two possible victors in the 
Syrian civil war: the brutal 
but secular and reason-
ably competent men of 
the Ba’ath Party that has 
ruled Syria for the past 
half-century, or the violent 
religious fanatics of ISIS 
and al-Nusra.

So while the US, equally 
appalled by both parties, 
spent years trying to find 
or invent a third ‘moderate’ 
option that never existed, 
Russia and Iran just went 
flat out to save Assad. (The 
Syrian army was within 
months of collapse when 
the Russians intervened 
in 2015.)  They have suc-

DYER | 8

No amount of paperwork and discussion appears to sway each party’s stance on methane gas in Elmira’s Bolender Park.
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War on “fake news” sees Google moving to stifle sites with dissenting views

THE INTERNET HAS BE-
COME an invaluable tool 
for posting pictures of our 
cats. Well, there are a few 
other uses for the technol-
ogy, including the spread 
of all kinds of information, 
some of it labelled “fake 
news.” 

Hailed as democratizing 
the flow of information – 
two-way and decentralized, 
just the opposite of what 
we’ve seen historically – 
the Internet has massively 
reshaped the way we live 
and do business, for in-
stance. It’s also become a 
bonanza for the dissemi-
nators of propaganda and 
collectors of data intent on 
stripping away our privacy 
for their own gain, finan-
cial and/or political. 

We’re complicit in that, 
flocking to sites like Face-
book, where we’re laying 
ourselves bare to the world.

Facebook, like many 
Internet sites, exist to har-
vest information, sell it 
to advertisers and target 
you with personalized ads. 

Tracking is the norm, as is 
collecting as many details 
as possible of what each 
of us does online. There’s 
nothing neutral about 
most of it: this is not just a 
sociology study, though, of 
course, it’s that too.

The ubiquitous Google 
is an even larger collector 
of data and invader of pri-
vacy. More pernicious, it’s 
increasingly a censor, fil-
tering search information 
for its own gain – directing 
web surfers to its own or 
affiliated sites, for which it 
was fined $2.7 billion by the 
European Commission this 
summer – and for political 
reasons. 

Last spring, reacting to 
the Donald Trump-driven 
“fake news” issue, Google 
altered its search algo-
rithms in a way that filters 
out many sites from user 
searches. Sites on both the 
right and, particularly, the 
left now argue they’re be-
ing blocked or pushed back 
pages in searches that are 
performed. 

The screened right-
leaning sites have tended 
to be more on the fringe, 
generating content deemed 
hate-related. On the left, 
even progressive sites long 

used to high Google rank-
ings have been feeling the 
pinch.

Under its new anti-fake-
news program, Google 
algorithms have in the past 
few months moved social-
ist, anti-war and progres-
sive websites from previ-
ously prominent positions 
in Google searches to posi-
tions up to 50 search result 
pages from the first page, 
essentially removing them 
from the search results any 
searcher will see.  Coun-
terPunch, World Socialist 
Web Site, Democracy Now, 
American Civil Liberties 
Union, Wikileaks are just a 
few of the websites which 
have experienced severe 
reductions in their returns 
from Google searches, re-
ports CounterPunch. 

The World Socialist Web 
Site reports that it has been 
targeted by Google’s new 
search algorithm: In April 
2017, 422,460 visits to the 
WSWS originated from 
Google searches, but the 
figure dropped to an esti-
mated 120,000 by July, a 70 
per cent decline.

“Now Google, at the be-
hest of its friends in Wash-
ington, is actively censor-
ing – essentially blocking 

access to – any websites 
which seek to warn Ameri-
can workers of the ongoing 
effort to further attack their 
incomes, social services, 
and life conditions by the 
U.S. central government, 
and which seek to warn 
against the impending 
warfare between U.S.-led 
NATO and other forces 
against countries like Iran, 
Russia, and China, which 
have in no way threatened 
the U.S. state or its people,” 
writes Eric Sommer at 
CounterPunch.

“Internet users doing 
searches on Google, since 
the algorithms were put 
in place, are diverted from 
sites such as Truthdig and 
directed to mainstream 
publications such as The 
New York Times. The news 
organizations and corpo-
rations that are imposing 
this censorship have strong 
links to the Democratic 
Party. They are cheerlead-
ers for American impe-
rial projects and global 
capitalism. Because they 
are struggling in the new 
media environment for 
profitability, they have an 
economic incentive to be 
part of the witch hunt,” 
notes author and journalist 

Chris Hedges of the search 
engine changes.

Hedges argues such cen-
sorship tactics are the work 
of an establishment – of 
which the large tech com-
panies are certainly part 
– that knows it has lost all 
credibility with the think-
ing public. 

“The elites face an un-
pleasant choice. They 
could impose harsh con-
trols to protect the status 
quo or veer leftward toward 
socialism to ameliorate the 
mounting economic and 
political injustices endured 
by most of the popula-
tion. But a move leftward, 
essentially reinstating 
and expanding the New 
Deal programs they have 
destroyed, would impede 
corporate power and cor-
porate profits. So instead 
the elites, including the 
Democratic Party leader-
ship, have decided to quash 
public debate.”

Attempts at manufactur-
ing consent are nothing 
new, as documented by the 
meticulous work of Noam 
Chomsky and others, long 
marginalized by the tra-
ditional media that has 
become strictly corporatist. 
The media have become 

more lapdog than watch-
dog. Rather than taking 
on power, it becomes an 
apologist for it, a role now 
being adopted by the likes 
of Google and Facebook. 

The traditional view of 
the media speaking truth 
to power, holding leaders 
accountable, has certainly 
been undermined by a vari-
ety of factors, including the 
concentration of corporate 
ownership. That’s being 
repeated in the electronic 
age.

The Internet provided 
something of a workaround 
for groups of all ideologies 
that felt left out of main-
stream news coverage. 
Now, with increased filter-
ing – aka censorship – an 
agenda is yet again being 
pressed. 

Clearly, there are all 
kinds of unsavoury in-
formation to be found 
online, some of it outright 
criminal. There are lies and 
libels left, right and center. 
Where the search engine 
changes are said to target 
the worst of such hateful 
and fake “news” sources, 
the wider net that catches 
up many sites critical of 
established orthodoxy is 
not inadvertent.

What do you like best about fall?

“I think I like the weather. It’s not too hot, it’s 
not too cold, humidity’s gone, bugs are dead ... 
and I find it smells good - oh, and the leaves 
too.”

 » Kathy Lepp

“The colours.”

 » Roberta Jacob

“Jumping in a leaf pile.”

 » Logan Shantz

“The colours - and it’s hockey season.”

 » Christina Wood

“Jumping in the leaves!”

 » Chelsea and Brody Schapp

“I will continue to bridle at the tokenism of half-hearted apologies for the residential schools.” Michael Purves-Smith | 8
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DYER: A lot less talk and a lot 
more action is Russian strategy
FROM | 6

 » Ontario Science Centre study

ceeded, and the U.S. will 
eventually have to pick up 
its marbles and go home.

And do bear in mind, as 
you contemplate the Syr-
ian tragedy, that there are 
degrees of iniquity. Neither 
the Russian nor the Iranian 
regime is a model of demo-
cratic virtue, but Syria’s 
Ba’ath Party is a great deal 
nastier, and there have cer-
tainly been times when its 
foreign saviours have had 
to hold their noses.

So do not exclude the 
possibility that the Rus-
sians might pressure the 
Ba’athists to change their 
leader once the fighting 
stops. Sending Bashar 

al-Assad into a safe and 
comfortable retirement at 
that point wouldn’t really 
change anything in Syria, 
but it would put Russia’s 
intervention in the war in a 
somewhat better light.

And what did Mos-
cow get in return for its 
intervention? First and 
foremost, it prevented the 
emergence of an Islamist-
ruled terrorist state quite 
close to Russia’s own 
southern borders. (The 
Russian population is 
around one-tenth Mus-
lim.) But it also demon-
strated that it can be a 
very useful ally for other 
regimes that run into 
trouble. Unlike you-know-
who.

Trust in science news has declined to alarming levels. Some 79% of 
Canadians are concerned “fake news” is damaging the public 
perception of science; 82% want to know more about science and 
how it affects our world; 33% consider themselves science illiterate; 
43% believe that science is a matter of opinion.

 » Ottawa write Lois Ross argues NAFTA is a bad deal that can’t be repaired.

“The results of almost 30 years of free trade have not borne fruit 
for workers, the environment or family farmers. Over the years the 
U.S. has placed one barrier in front of another, and Canada has 
spent incredible energy trying to defend some of the public 
systems that have created a bit of equality in this country.”

 » From the Sept. 21, 2002 edition of The Observer

What’s in a name? A great deal, says Waterloo-Wellington MPP Ted 
Arnott. He is proposing to change the name of the riding to 
recognize the City of Kitchener. A private member’s bill he plans to 
table calls for the establishment of Waterloo-Wellington-Kitchener.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

To the Editor,
The following letter was 

sent to Justin Trudeau re-
garding Indigenous affairs.

Dear Prime Minister,
I AM WRITING TO you 
to ask you and your col-
leagues to act quickly, with 
integrity and foresight, to 
make the Canadian First 
Nations community feel 
fully comfortable within 
the Canadian mosaic. 

When I hear yet an-
other opening statement 
of thanks for using First 
Nations’ land, I feel anger 
on behalf of my Indigenous 
fellow citizens. We all know 
that this is the worst sort 
of patronizing tokenism. 
There is absolutely no 
chance that the land on 
which the Houses of Parlia-
ment or the Kitchener City 
Hall stand will ever be re-
turned to the First Nations. 

So long as nothing sub-
stantive is done about: 
missing and murdered 

Indigenous women, eco-
nomic opportunity for 
First Nations communi-
ties, protecting Indigenous 
language and making a 
just understanding of their 
history a part of the educa-
tion of all Canadians, I will 
continue to bridle at the 
tokenism of half-hearted 
apologies for the residen-
tial schools. 

I think that our Indig-
enous fellow citizens un-
derstand that some of them 
will want to compete in the 
Western meritocracy that 
is the main motivator of 
our country. Progress has 
been made and many are 
succeeding very well, even 
though they compete on a 
playing field that is still far 
from level. Others will want 
to pursue a more tradition-
al life, mostly beyond the 
most intrusive elements of 
the meritocracy. 

I write this in the imme-
diate aftermath of Harvey 
and Irma and during ongo-
ing wildfires, worldwide. 
They are the harbinger of 

ever worse problems, year 
after year. The solution 
lies with Canada, where 
our vast spaces offer the 
opportunity to work with 
Nature to draw the trouble-
causing carbon out of the 
air. I see many innovative 
projects other than renew-
ables and conservation 
that could be implemented 
and that politicians have 
not yet considered. As well, 
those of us living in the 
comfort of urban Canada 
must be prepared to give 
our First Nations the lead 
on much of this and to pay 
whatever it will take to help 
them to make progress on 
this front.

That is why I feel so 
infuriated when I see the 
lines “consultation with 
our Indigenous peoples” 
used over and over in your 
government’s environmen-
tal pronouncements, most 
especially the confused 
Vancouver Declaration. 
When the Site C dam was 
ratified over the informed 
concerns of the Indigenous 

community, not to men-
tion their treaty rights, I 
wondered what had hap-
pened to both “consulta-
tion” and “integrity.” You 
have lost my Liberal votes 
and contributions, prob-
ably forever. While the Cite 
C dam is likely the worst, 
with severe implications 
from the headwaters of the 
Finlay right to the mouth 
of the Mackenzie and be-
yond, it is by no means the 
only example (e.g. Kinder 
Morgan).

Your government’s pro-
gram of corporate appease-
ment in pursuit of “good, 
clean middle-class jobs” 
is confusion on the same 
level as the Vancouver Dec-
laration. I call upon you 
to honour the treaties that 
have been made with the 
First Nations as a first step 
toward making Canada a 
leader in exploring new so-
lutions that have a genuine 
chance of solving the crisis 
of the biosphere.

 MICHAEL PURVES-SMITH | ELMIRA

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - NOON

Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

$4.99/lb. Reg.$5.80/lb.PORK TENDERLOIN
$6.99/lb. Reg.$8.80/lb.TURKEY BREAST

FEATURE ITEMS:

BONELESS

BONE IN

HAM
FRESH

& TURKEY $299
/lb.
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Kings start season winless
Team falls 1-0 to Guelph in home-opener on Sunday, fetes Sutherland Cup championship season

ALI WILSON

GALEA | 11

OPEN
COUNTRY

Old canoe 
provides 
more than 
nostalgia

YESTERDAY, MY BROTHER 
CALLED me and we started 
talking about our annual 
duck hunt – the one we’ve 
been attending with other 
family members for 41 
years now. 

While we were chatting 
about the hunt and where 
the blinds are set up and 
who is going to hunt with 
whom on opening day, and 
also how we are all getting 
older and do not use our 
chest waders as much as we 
used too.

During all this, I could 
tell that he was working on 
something. 

“Are you patching your 
canoe again?” I asked ner-
vously.

“Yes,” he said. “I’m duct 
taping the outside and go-
ing to spray a sealant on the 
inside.”

Perfect, I thought. It will 
not leak until we need to 
use it on the way back to 
the cabin. I’m not being sar-
castic either – this is a huge 
step forward.

This might not seem like 
a great accomplishment 
but, believe me, we’ve come 
a long way.  There was a 
time when we referred to 
Mart’s canoe as “Das Boot.” 
That was the same year 
when we seriously consid-
ered buying him a peri-
scope for Christmas.

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

THE SUGAR KINGS FELL in 
their home-opener Sunday 
at the WMC, dropping a 1-0 
decision to the Guelph Hur-
ricanes. It was their fourth 
straight loss.

More than 500 people 
came out to see the opener, 
with all but one of the re-
turning players joining the 
Kings on the ice ahead of 
the game for the unveil-
ing of the Sutherland Cup 
champion banner and ring 
presentation.

“That was pretty fantas-
tic. It gave a lot of the guy’s 
chills that I was talking to 
after the game. We made 
a lot of memories last year 
and it was fantastic seeing 
everybody back – the whole 
team made it back except for 
one player, so it was pretty 
fantastic to see everybody, 
check in with them and see 
what they are doing in their 
lives and seeing them take 
their next steps,” said new 
head coach Trent Brown, 
who was an assistant with 
last year’s squad. “It was a 
great ceremony, the man-
agement did a great job 
designing the rings and it 
was great seeing everyone 
again.”

The Kings could perhaps 
be excused for Sunday’s 

performance, blaming the 
result on a post-celebration 
letdown. 

While not a bad game, 
there was no more celebrat-
ing that day.

With two Sugar Kings in 
the box at just four minutes 
into the game, Guelph’s Ma-
thieu Mercier scored what 
would be the only goal of the 
game.

“Both teams were playing 
strong defensive hockey. 
There wasn’t a lot of obvi-
ously sustained pressure at 
either end. That is common 
at the start of the season 
in the early games,” said 
Brown. “But we definitely 
missed an opportunity 
there on Sunday to get two 
points.”

Although Elmira didn’t 
make the score sheet for 
goals, they racked up the 
penalties throughout the 
game with a total of 13, play-
ing half of the game in the 
box for a range of infrac-
tions, from high sticking 
and slashing to  charging 
and head contact.  Guelph 
racked up nine penalties of 
their own, but spent much 
less time in the bin.

A last-minute push saw 
netminder Tyler Mazzacato 
pulled in favour of a sixth 

The Elmira Sugar Kings were unable to hold off the Guelph Hurricanes at their home opener Sunday afternoon, losing 1-0. There was 
some reason to celebrate, however, as the team unveiled a banner and presented players with their rings for last season’s Sutherland Cup 
championship. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

This custom brace TAKES PRESSURE OFF your arthritic joint, 
can help prevent future joint replacement, 

and gets you back to your seasonal hobbies! Church St E
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ELMIR A

This custom brace 
can help prevent future joint replacement, 

and gets you back to your seasonal hobbies!

Is knee arthritis limiting 
your favourite activities?

Does your knee hurt during 
or after walking or running, 
playing golf or hockey?

5 1 9 • 6 6 9 • 1 2 1 2   w w w.sosphysiotherapy.c a    3  W y a t t  S t .  E a s t

Call and talk to one of our Ossur Fitting Trained Physiotherapists 
and see if the Unloader or other custom brace works for you.

The Ossur Unloader Brace 
may benefit you!

BRESLAU CHIROPRACTIC 
AND BRESLAU DENTAL 
Group are inviting you to 
tee up for a good cause this 
weekend.

The local businesses are 
organizing the first annual 
Breslau/Woolwich Golf 
Tournament at Merry-Hill 

KINGS |  12

Golf tourney organized by Breslau businesses will help fund rec. projects
ALI WILSON Golf Club, with all proceeds 

being donated to the Bre-
slau Recreation Associa-
tion. 

“I am new to Breslau. I 
have been here about six 
months and it has been 
great – everyone here is so 
friendly, a really nice com-
munity. So I was thinking 
of a way to give back and do 

that while having it still be 
fun,” said Oscar Alba, Bre-
slau Chiropractic owner.

After seeing what the 
dental office has done with 
their movie nights, Alba 
was inspired to give back 
to the community through 
another sort of activity: 
golf.

“So I reached out to 

Merry-Hill and they said 
we could have it there, and 
so we decided to have the 
tournament,” he explained.

The tournament comes 
at an $85 cost, which in-
cludes 18 holes, a power 
cart and lasagna meal. Ap-
proximately $15-$20 of that 
is being donated directly 
to the rec. association, in 

addition to all funds be-
ing donated in sponsoring 
course holes.

“Fifty people signed up 
for golf and a few people 
are doing just the meal. 
My goal is to raise about 
$1,000,” he explained. “I 
was trying to figure out 

GOLF | 12
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POOLE ELECTRIC LTD.

• RURAL 
• RESIDENTIAL 
• COMMERCIAL 

31 David Street, Wellesley

519-656-2909

Enjoy your day at the festival

ECA License #7000298

Solid Gold Realty
(II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated
180 Weber St. S., WaterlooOffice: 519-888-7110

Our Family
Helping 

Your Family

www.soldbylinda.ca 

Linda Dreveny
Sales Representative
linda@soldbylinda.ca

Michelle Dreveny
Sales Representative
michelle@soldbylinda.ca

HOME • AUTO • FARM • BUSINESS
Represented by:

Chris Dietz, Agent

cdietz@traditionmutual.com | www.traditionmutual.com
| 1082 Queen’s Bush Road, Wellesley519.656.2585

Plumbing • Boilers • Radiant Floor HeatingPlumbing • Boilers • Radiant Floor Heating
J a n t z i  P l u m b i n g  I n c .

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY
SERV ICE

We now install furnaces & air conditioning

1426 Hutchison Rd., Wellesley | 519.656.3030
www.jantziplumbing.ca

Wishing everyone a
happy ABC Festival!

www.josslin.com
1•888•567•7546

from

Wellesley, Ontario 
519 - 656 - 3083      leis@bellnet.ca 
www.murrayleisconstuction.com

YOUR HOME IS IN 
GOOD HANDS

3685 Nafziger Rd., Wellesley | 519.656.2430

ENJOY OUR 
HOMEMADE

SOUPS & PIES

LUNCH &
DINNER

SPECIALS

GIFTS 
FOR ALL 

OCCASIONS

Mon.-Wed. 6:30am-4:30pm; Thur -Fri 6:30am-8pm; Sat 7am-4pm

2017 Wellesley Apple Butter & Cheese Festival
Saturday, September 30, 2017 | Start Your Day at 7am with a Pancake Breakfast.

a place to find all things vintage

REG HOURS Thursday & Friday: 10am-7pm | Saturday 10am-6pm | Sunday 12pm-4pm

LucyPearlle

Furniture • Home Decor • Clothing • Records 
Candles • Soaps • Small Vintage Treasures

 Crystals & Rocks/Fossils • Vintage Cameras 
& so, so much more...

COME VISIT US AT OUR OLD MILL: 
3677 Nafziger Rd., Wellesley ON

Studio On Site. Workshops & Classes Offered.

SPECIAL HOURS (for the ABC Festival) 7am-4pm

www.lucypearl le.ca 

Harald
Schneider, LL.B.

Barrister & Solicitor

51 Francis Street North
Kitchener, ON  N2H 5B4
T: 519 570 3700
F: 519 570 3399

24 Water Street
Wellesley, ON  N0B 2T0
T: 519 656 9853
F: 519 656 9854

BUILDING CENTRE HOURS:
Mon.-Wed. 7:00-5:30; Thurs, Fri 7:00-6:30; Saturdays 8-5

2196 Gerber Rd., Wellesley
519-656-2010

Enjoy
Your Day

Festivalat the

FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF EVENTS VISIT ONLINE:

www.wellesleyabcfestival.ca
COME EXPERIENCE THE SIGHTS, THE SOUNDS, 

THE FLAVOURS OF FALL IN WELLESLEY, ON
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Martin has owned that 
canoe for nearly 20 years 
now and it has leaked for at 
least 25 of those –  he likes 
to tell you he got a “deal” on 
a gently used canoe.

As a result, every year, 
one of the great joys of 
opening day is learning 
that you will not be travel-
ling to and from your blind 
in Mart’s canoe. And, if 
I’m going to be completely 

honest, I secretly hope that 
it sinks in unrecoverable 
water for good before my 
turn comes.

Of course, it’s OK to think 
that because anyone travel-
ling in that canoe is fully 
prepared for that eventu-
ality. We wear personal 
floatation devices, our cell-
phones and other electron-
ics are bagged up, our guns 
are in floating cases. We’ve 
left letters to be delivered 

to our loved ones in case we 
don’t return. 

If you are thinking that 
Mart only brings this canoe 
because he can’t afford an-
other one, think again. He 
can certainly afford anoth-
er one. He brings this as a 
matter of pride. You see this 
is a cedar and canvas canoe 
and Mart is a woodworker 
who believes he can fix just 
about anything. 

That is to say he looks 

upon the leaks as a chal-
lenge. And every year he 
goes into the repair of 
the canoe with a kind of 
optimism that really isn’t 
healthy – least of all for 
those using the canoe.

If archaeologists ever 
want a history of commer-
cial sealants, all they need 
to do is autopsy his boat

The good news is that us-
ing a canoe like this is fun 
on a sweltering hot day and 

it’s also good exercise once 
you get into the rhythm of 
paddle-paddle-bail-bail-
bail. The other advantage 
of a canoe like Mart’s is that 
you never have to turn it 
over if it’s going to rain. It’s 
self-draining.

Having said all this, I 
have come to understand 
a little about history from 
paddling this boat. For 
instance, I now know why 
no one builds wooden pails 

any more. 
All this is of no conse-

quence to Martin, of course. 
That’s because I believe 

that patching up that old 
canoe is a welcome re-
minder that the duck sea-
son for us is just around the 
corner. And I must confess 
that I have kind of grown 
attached to that old canoe 
too. It gives me one more 
reason to wear my chest 
waders.

GALEA: Leaky or not, the canoe is a tradition literally held together by duct tape and history
FROM | 9

THE WELLESLEY APPLE-
JACKS SPLIT a pair of 
games on the opening 
weekend of their 2017-18 
season. While the record 
shows as 1-1, the GF/GA 
numbers were much more 
skewed: After dropping 
a 4-2 decision on Friday 
night, the team bounced 
back to post a 12-0 win.

The team played first 
against the Navy Vets in 
Woodstock on September 
15 before travelling to Delhi 
the following night.

The Applejacks kicked 
off their season with a fast 
start against Woodstock, 
drawing first blood with a 

Applejacks split first two games to open season
After a 4-2 loss in Woodstock, the still-gelling team put on a real show with a 12-0 win over Delhi 

FAISAL ALI power play goal from de-
fenseman Kyle Soper, as-
sisted by Zach Ribeiro and 
Shaun Pickering.

However, Woodstock 
soon recovered, potting 
one of their own in the first 
and then scoring the only 
goal in the second frame 
with less than a minute 
on the clock. Down 2-1 
heading into the third, the 
Applejacks had their work 
cut out for them – and the 
gap quickly widened.

Woodstock owned the ice 
in the final frame, quickly 
scoring two more goals in 
the first six minutes of play, 
and securing a 4-1 lead over 
the visitors.

Wellesley fought back 

with a second power play 
by defenseman Nick Mer-
cier (Pickering), but with 
10 minutes left on the 
clock, could not get past 
the Woodstock team for the 
two more goals that they 
needed. The game ended 
4-2 for the Navy Vets; it was 
a fierce bout, with Welles-
ley getting six power plays 
over the 60 minutes of 
game time, and Woodstock 
nine.

“Going into Woodstock 
Friday night, the outcome 
wasn’t what we wanted, but 
I think it was a (lesson) for 
the guys. You know, we’ve 
got to play 60 minutes – 
you have to compete at all 
times,” said head coach 

Brad Gerber about the loss. 
“We’ll take what we can 
from it.”

Saturday, the Jacks were 
on the road again, this time 
to Delhi to compete against 
the Travellers; and they 
skated to a resounding 12-0 
victory.

“Going into Delhi we did 
a lot of talking because of 
the game the night before, 
and we wanted to make 
sure the guys were ready 
to play and compete,” said 
Gerber.

For the coach, it’s not the 
number of points on the 
board that he’s most proud 
about, but rather the qual-
ity work of team’s defence.

“Scoring 12 goals is great, 

but as the coaching staff 
I think we were more im-
pressed that we held them 
to no goals, and they only 
had 16 shots. And that’s 
one thing we really want 
to drill into these guys, is 
that defence wins hockey 
games and that a good de-
fence turns into a good of-
fense. So I’m just very hap-
py with the way we played 
on the defensive side of 
the puck on Saturday, and 
good things happened be-
cause of it.”

The scorers of the game 
were Liam Hartman and 
Jordan Hoekstra with three 
points each, and Kyle Sop-
er, Reade MacInnis, Kyle 
Fischer, Shaun Pickering, 

Trent Lamarche and Nick 
Mercier with one point 
each.

It was an uneven start to 
the season, but Gerber is 
positive the team is getting 
on the right track.

“I think we have nine 
new faces in the lineup, 
so it’s going to take a little 
time. I’m really happy 
with the way the new guys 
to the lineup played. The 
veterans have to lead by 
example and show them 
to play 60 minutes every 
night, and just lead the 
way for these young guys,” 
said Gerber.

“I’m confident it will 
happen, it will get much 
better.”

THE SCORE

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS 

Novice: A
Sep 9 vs. New Hamburg
Home: 9  Visitor: 1
Goals: Cruz Balog (2), Evan 
Hall (2), Nolan Martin (3), Liam 
Straus, Zack Forwell
Assists: Lucas Frey (2), Liam 
Straus, Zack Forwell (3)

Novice: A
Sep 15 vs. Guelph
Home: 12  Visitor: 0
Goals: Nolan Martin (2), Liam 
Straus, Zack Forwell (5), Lucas 
Frey (2), Rhys Taylor, Colton 
Brito
Assists: Cruz Balog (4), Zack 
Forwell (2), Reese Martin, 
Mason Gear (2), Nolan 
Martin (2), Colton Brito, Zach 
Wiseman, Lucas Frey

Novice: A
Sep 15 vs. Welland
Home: 8  Visitor: 0
Goals: Zack Forwell (4), Nolan 
Martin, Lucas Frey, Zach 
Wiseman (2)
Assists: Zach Wiseman (2), 
Cameron Fisher, Max Krasovec, 
Zack Forwell, Evan Hall (2), Cruz 
Balog (2), Nolan Martin, Rhys 
Taylor, Mason Gear (2)

Novice: A
Sep 16 vs. Hespeler
Home: 9  Visitor: 1
Goals: Zack Forwell (5), Zach 
Wiseman (2), Lucas Frey (2)
Assists: Zack Forwell (3), Evan 
Hall, Zach Wiseman, Rhys 

Taylor, Reese Martin, Max 
Krasoves, Cameron Fisher, 
Colton Brito

Novice: A
Sep 16 vs. Oakville
Home: 10  Visitor: 0
Goals: Mason Gear (2), Rhys 
Taylor, Max Krasovec (2), Zack 
Forwell (3), Nolan Martin, 
Evan Hall
Assists: Rhys Taylor, Liam 
Straus (3), Cameron Fisher (2), 
Mason Gear, Max Krasovec, 
Zack Forwell, Lucas Frey (2)

Novice: A
Sep 17 vs. Hespeler
Home: 5 Visitor: 0
Goals: Zack Forwell (2), Nolan 
Martin, Lucas Frey, Mason Gear
Assists: Liam Straus, Nolan 
Martin, Zack Forwell, Evan Hall, 
Zach Wiseman, Max Krasovec

Novice: A
Sep 17 vs. Orillia
Home: 6  Visitor: 3
Goals: Rhys Taylor, Zack 
Forwell (5)
Assists: Zack Wiseman, Mason 
Gear, Nolan Martin (3), Cruz 
Balog (3), Cameron Fisher, 
Liam Straus

Major Atom: AE
Sep 15 vs. Milton  
Winterhawks Blue
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Tyler Gingerich  (1)
Assists: Blake Dueck  (1)

Major Atom: AE
Sep 15 vs. Orillia Terriers

Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Patrick McCarthy  (2), 
Carter Snider  (1), Nate Dyck  
(1), Hayden Weber (1)
Assists: Bryson Rozema  (3), 
Nate Dyck  (2), Tyler Gingerich  
(1), Carter Snider  (1), Graydon 
Martin  (1)

Major Atom: AE
Sep 16 vs. Milton Winterhawks 
White
Home: 1  Visitor: 4
Goals: Bryson Rozema

Major Atom: AE
Sep 17 vs. Milton  
Winterhawks White
Home: 0  Visitor: 6

Major Atom: AE
Sep 17 vs. Richmond Hill Stars
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Nate Dyck  (1), Patrick 
McCarthy  (1)
Assists: Tyler Gingerich  (1), 
Bryson Rozema  (1)

Peewee: MAJOR A
Sep 15 vs. Centre Wellington
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Haiden Idzik
Assists: Parker Alles

Peewee: MAJOR A
Sep 15 vs. Hespeler
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Ethan Bickerton, Ryan 
Brubacher, Drew Birmingham 
(2), Will Lavigne
Assists: Eric Hutton, Jordan 
Chang, Ethan Martin(2), Ethan 
Bickerton (2), Keenan Martin, 

Mason Spark, Parker Alles

Peewee: MAJOR A
Sep 16 vs. Barrie Colts
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Keenan Martin, Ryan 
Brubacher
Assists: Haiden Idzik, Will 
Lavigne, Drew Birmingham, 
Parker Alles

Peewee: MAJOR A
Sep 16 vs. Burlington
Home: 2  Visitor: 0

Peewee: MAJOR A
Sep 17 vs. Centre Wellington
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Will Lavigne, Ethan 
Martin
Assists: Ryan Brubacher, Eric 
Hutton

Novice: B
Sep 17 vs. Grand River 
Mustangs
Home: 5  Visitor: 2
Goals: Emma McCoubrey (2), 
Katelyn Snider, Sophia Metzger, 
Isla McCoubrey
Assists: Cayleigh McQuinn (2), 
Emily Metzger, Kara Grant, 
Katelyn Snider, Isla McCoubrey

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Peewee: B
Sep 14 vs. Guelph
Home: 1  Visitor: 4
Goals: Olivia Strauss

HOCKEY APLENTY IN WOOLWICH

PeeWee, bantom and midget hockey teams participated in the 42 Annual Woolwich ‘A’ Fall Memorial Tournament, held at arenas across the 
township last Friday through to Sunday. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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•RAY FREDERICK 
•COLIN KROPF 
•JEFF JOHNSON

 All sale prices exclude 
H.S.T, and License Fee. 
Fixed rates, based on 

bi-weekly payments O.A.C. 
Finance rates are only good 

for date of publication.

Need
A New

Vehicle?
Visit us
today!

Call one of
our sales reps

today!

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

2014 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY TOURING
Well equipped Town & Country model with class leading 3.6 liter 
Pentastar V6 engine with 6-speed automatic transmission,2nd 
and 3rd row stow-n-go seating, power liftgate, power side 
doors, rear back-up camera, power driver’s seat, rear air and 
much more. Finished in white. Has 95,500 kilometers.$19,995. 

154
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$222
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.
SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2013 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN CREW
Well equipped with 2nd and 3rd row Stow-n-go seating, 
Navigation, rear back-up camera, power liftgate and side doors, 
rear air, rear power window group, power driver’s seat and 
more. Finished in cashmere. Only 93,600 kilometers. $16,995.

130
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
RT model loaded with features including All-wheel-drive, 
Navigation, leather seating, heated seats, heated steering 
wheel, power sunroof, back-up camera and much more. 
Finished in black. Only 33,300 kilometers. $23,995.

184
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2011 DODGE DURANGO CITADEL AWD
5.7L V8 Hemi engine and trailer tow package for maximum 
towing capability. This vehicle is loaded with all the options 
including leather seating, heated front and second row heated 
seats, heated steering wheel, Navigation, power sunroof, rear 
back-up camera, 20 inch wheel package, power liftgate and 
more. Finished in dark blue. Only 106,200 kilometers. $23,995.

215
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2010 DODGE AVENGER SXT SEDAN
Nicely equipped with air conditioning, power driver’s seat, 
Bluetooth connectivity, power windows/locks/mirrors, fog 
lights, alloy wheels and more. Finished in dark red. Only 
101,400 kilometers. $9,995.

109
48 mths
@ 5.99%

$

175
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 RAM 1500 SXT QUAD 4X4
One owner trade-in. Has 5.7 V8 Hemi engine,4 wheel 
drive, alloy wheels, trailer hitch, spray-in bedliner, side 
tube steps and more. Finished in white. Only 70,400 
kilometers. $25,995.

277
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LIMITED 4X4
“Limited Package” well equipped with Navigation, heated 
leather seats, heated steering wheel, power liftgate, rear 
back-up camera, power sunroof, 20 inch wheel package 
and much more. Previous daily rental. Finished in white. 
Only 38,900 kilometers. $40,995.

2014 RAM 1500 SLT QUAD CAB 4X4
Has the powerful but economical Pentastar V6 engine with 
8 speed automatic transmission. Well equipped with extras 
including 8.4 inch media center, Uconnect/Bluetooth, rear 
back-up camera, alloy wheels and more. Finished in white. 
Only 66,500 kilometers. $28,995.

who I should give it to it, 
but then I came across 
the new park that is be-
ing built, so I figured that 
would be perfect.”

The organizers are in-
tending these funds to be 
used for the park enhance-
ment project in Breslau. 
While there is no set course 
of action, the township 
alongside the community 
members are dedicated to 
building some momentum 
for future park enhance-
ments that will likely occur 
in stages, notes Ann McAr-
thur, Woolwich’s director of 
recreation and facilities.

“Staff are having a draft 
site plan prepared from 
the concept drawing which 
will assign costing for each 
proposed amenity to help 
move the project forward. 
The plan identifies a num-
ber of projects that could 
be undertaken including a 
splash pad, a trail network 
through the park, sun 
shelters, new playground 
equipment, a multi-pur-
pose court, tree plantings, 
courtyard and improve-
ments to the pavilion to 
name a few. Implementa-
tion of the various plan 
components would occur 
over a number of years as 
community fundraising 

initiatives occurred,” she 
said.

At this time, organiz-
ers are looking at taking a 
potential five years to com-
plete the work, depending 
on cost, fundraising efforts 
and support, but is expect-
ed to have a substantial 
cost if the entire plan is to 
be implemented. 

“(We) are very grateful 
for the local businesses and 
community members who 
are so passionate about 
Breslau and appreciate 
their assistance to see park 
improvements through to 
fruition. There is a great 
sense of community in this 

settlement and we appreci-
ate the continued support 
to help us foster healthy 
active lifestyles through 
unstructured, active play in 
an outdoor environment. 
We encourage the commu-
nity to come out and sup-
port this golf tournament 
what a great fundraising 
initiative,” she said.

This may be the first 
cause Alba is supporting 
in the community through 
the tournament, but he 
hopes after the first year 
they will be able to turn it 
into an annual tournament 
to give back to the commu-
nity year after year.

“We are hoping it will 
be annual so we can grow 
it bigger and bigger. This 
time I had no idea what 
to expect but so far, it has 
gone a lot better than ex-
pected. I’m hoping next 
year will be even bigger,” 
he said. “I am all for that, 
so we try to help out. It’s 
been awesome.”

Although the course has 
put a cap on the amount 
of golfers who can partici-
pate, Alba says it isn’t too 
late to sign up. 

The tournament will be 
held this Saturday (Sept. 
23) with a noon tee-off time 
at Merry-Hill Golf Club.

skater, to no avail. In fact, 
there was another penalty as 
the buzzer sounded.

Facing 38 shots on net, 
Hurricane goalie Jet Greaves 
saved everything to post the 
shutout. Mazzacato was able 
to stop 24 of the 25 shots he 
saw. 

“We didn’t test him as 
much as I would have liked 
to,” Brown said of Kings of-
fence on Greaves. “We had a 
lot of shots from the perim-
eter and a lot of shots that 
he saw relatively easy any 
good goalie in this league 
should make those saves. I 
would have liked to see our 
guys make life on him a little 
harder especially this early 
in the year.”

Looking forward, Brown 
says he will be working on 
improving the team’s power 
play to help generate more 
of an offensive force, one 
that the team needs to get 
those wins. 

“It has been a key to our 
success in the past, but 
again that is a system that 
we are kind of integrating 
on the fly. As we go, it hasn’t 
been a point of focus early 
on in the year, but that is 
definitely something we 
need to do is generate of-
fense on the power play.”

Although Brown hasn’t 

had a win yet as head coach, 
he remains optimistic.

“Our commitment is to 
win. We want to win our 
last game of the season. But 
what we want to focus on 
now is putting ourselves in 
that position to win every 
game as we focus on the 
little things and the details 
of each game. We will give 
ourselves the opportunity 
to be competitive night in 
and night out, and the rest 
will take care of itself by the 
time playoffs come around,” 
he said.

The reigning Sutherland 
Cup champs are in last place 
of the Midwestern Confer-
ence after four games, as 
they head into their next 
game against the first-place 
Stratford Warriors, who are 
coming into Friday unde-
feated after four games.

“Stratford is always a 
unique and sometimes 
intimidating place to play 
hockey. With their whole 
barn and crowd support,” 
Brown noted. “That being 
said, they have a good team. 
They have had a lot of of-
fensive production already 
so we will be looking to stop 
that, obviously, and increase 
our shot total in the small 
barn they have there.”

The Kings return home 
Sunday for a 7 p.m. rematch 
against Guelph.

KINGS: Looking for first win
FROM | 9

GOLF: Organizer hopes to make the tournament an annual one
FROM | 9

Breslau Chiropractic owner Oscar Alba has organized a golf tournament at Merry-Hill Golf Club alongside Breslau Dental Group, with 
proceeds going to the Breslau Recreation Association. 
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NOW GET 0% FINANCING FOR UP TO 84 MONTHS ON THIS YEAR’S WIDEST SELECTION OF 2017s

UP TO MONTHS

COME FOR THE LINEUP. 
       STAY FOR THE INNOVATION.

ONTARIOCHEVROLETDEALERS.CA

EXTENDED TO OCTOBER 2 ND

PROUD PARTNER
        CHEVROLET 
 COMPLETE CARE 

ALL ELIGIBLE  
MODELS  

COME WITH 
  2 YEARS/48,000 KM 
 COMPLIMENTARY 
OIL CHANGES**

  5 YEARS/160,000 KM 
 POWERTRAIN 
WARRANTY ▲

  ONSTAR 4G LTE  
 WITH WI-FI®  
HOTSPOT 7

  5 
 POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY

For the latest information, visit us at ontariochevroletdealers.ca, drop by your local Chevrolet Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. *0/84 Event legal - Canada (excluding Quebec): Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada on select vehicles from September 1 to October 
2, 2017. 0% purchase financing offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 84 months on eligible 2017 Chevrolet models: Spark excluding LS trim, Sonic, Cruze Sedan L, Cruze Hatch LT Manual, Malibu Hybrid excluding L trim, Impala LS,  
Trax Premier AWD, Traverse 1LT, Silverado 1500 LS Double Cab, Silverado 2500HD LT and LTZ Double Cab, Tahoe LS 4WD, Suburban LS 4WD and for 60 months on eligible 2017 Chevrolet: Colorado excluding 2SA trim, Camaro 1LS Coupe excluding ZL1 trim, Corvette.  Other trims may have 
effective rates higher than 0%. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. 
Example: $30,000 financed at 0% nominal rate (0% APR) equals$357.14 monthly for 84 months. Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $30,000. Offer is unconditionally interest-free. Freight and air charge ($100, if applicable) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, 
applicable taxes and dealer fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. 
Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada 1Requires available 3.6L V6 engine. 2Based on WardsAuto.com 2016 Small Pickup segment and latest 
competitive information available at time of printing. Excludes other GM models. 3Requires available 3.6L V6 or 2.8L Duramax Turbo-Diesel engine. 4Before you buy a vehicle or use it for trailering, carefully review the Trailering section of the Owner’s Manual. The weight of passengers, 
cargo and options or accessories may reduce the amount you can tow. 5Vehicle user interface is a product of Apple and its terms and privacy statements apply. Requires compatible iPhone and data plan rates apply. 6 Vehicle user interface is a product of Google and their terms and 
privacy statements apply. Requires compatible smartphone and data plan rates apply. 7Visit onstar.ca for coverage maps, details and system limitations. Service plan required. Available 4G LTE with Wi-Fi hotspot requires WPA2 compatible mobile device and data plan. Data plans provided 
by AT&T. Services vary by model, service plan, conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. OnStar with 4G LTE connectivity is available on select vehicle models and in select markets. Vehicle must be started or in accessory mode to access Wi-Fi.  8U.S. Government 
5-Star Safety Ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA’s) New Car Assessment Program (www.SaferCar.gov). 9Based on WardsAuto.com 2016 Large Pickup segment and latest competitive information available at time of printing. Excludes other 
GM vehicles.  102017 Silverado 1500 2WD equipped with available 5.3L V8 engine and 6-speed automatic transmission. Fuel consumption based on GM testing in accordance with Government of Canada approved test methods. Refer to vehicles.nrcan.gc.ca for details. Your actual fuel 
consumption may vary. 11The Chevrolet Silverado HD received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles among Large Heavy Duty Pickups in the J.D. Power 2015-2017 U.S. Vehicle Dependability Studies. 2017 study based on 35,186 total responses, measuring problems experienced 
during the past 12 months by original owners, surveyed October-December 2016. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com/cars **The 2-Year Scheduled Lube-Oil-Filter Maintenance Program provides eligible customers in Canada, who have purchased or leased a new eligible 2016 
or 2017 MY Chevrolet (excluding Spark EV), with an ACDelco® oil and filter change, in accordance with the oil life monitoring system and the Owner’s Manual, for 2 years or 48,000 km, whichever occurs first, with a limit of four (4) Lube-Oil-Filter services in total, performed at participating 
GM dealers. Fluid top offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc. are not covered. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. General Motors of Canada Company reserves 
the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ▲Whichever comes first. See dealer for details.

FEATURES:

+   $7,600 TOTAL VALUE 
(INCLUDES $1,000 GM CARD APPLICATION BONUS)

THE 2017 SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB LS 4WD

AVAILABLE APPLE CARPLAY™5 AND ANDROID AUTO™6  CAPABILITY AND ONSTAR 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT 7 
NHTSA OVERALL VEHICLE 5-STAR SAFETY SCORE8 BEST-IN-CLASS V8 FUEL EFFICIENCY 9,10

0%      84 MONTHS

PURCHASE
FINANCING
FOR UP TO

FEATURES:

THE 2017 COLORADO

BEST-IN-CLASS AVAILABLE HORSEPOWER 1,2 BEST-IN-CLASS AVAILABLE TOWING 3,4 
AVAILABLE APPLE CARPLAY™5 AND ANDROID AUTO™6 CAPABILITY AND ONSTAR 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT 7

0%      60MONTHS 

PURCHASE
FINANCING
FOR UP TO

MONTHS
+   $8,250 TOTAL VALUE 

(INCLUDES $1,000 GM CARD  APPLICATION BONUS)

THE 2017 SILVERADO HD DOUBLE CAB LTZ 4WD

0%      84PURCHASE
FINANCING
FOR UP TO

“MOST DEPENDABLE LARGE HEAVY DUTY  
PICKUP IN THE U.S., THREE YEARS IN A ROW” 11  

– JD POWER

  CAPABILITY AND ONSTAR 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT 7

SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB LS MODEL SHOWN

4G LTE Wi-Fi

4G LTE Wi-Fi

COLORADO CREW CAB Z71 MODEL SHOWNCOLORADO CREW CAB Z71 MODEL SHOWN

4G LTE Wi-Fi

+   $2,500 TOTAL VALUE 
(INCLUDES $750 GM CARD APPLICATION BONUS)



14 | VENTURE THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2017

VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

MILESTONES / UNDER NEW OWNERS

There’s a changing of the guard 
at M&G Millwrights in Elmira

NEW RESEARCH RESULTS 
RELEASED earlier this week 
shows consumers think the 
food system is headed in 
the right direction, but they 
have big concerns over the 
rising cost of food. 

This is the second year 
in a row food costs have 
topped the list of things on 
consumers’ minds.

And it’s a timely finding. 
This is Hunger Awareness 
Week, an event distin-
guished by the fact that 
four million Canadians say 
they have trouble putting 
food on the table.

Both of these initiatives 
– the research study and 
the specially designated 
Hunger Awareness Week 
– have strong agricultural 
ties. The former was con-
ducted by the Canadian 
Centre for Food Integrity, 
which draws its main sup-
port from the agriculture 
sector, while the latter is 
championed by Farm Cred-
it Canada, a major farming 
lender.

So my question is this: 
from an agricultural per-
spective, for those who 
consider the rising cost of 
food their biggest concern, 
what else do you think 
farmers are supposed to do 
about it, as well as the prob-
lem of hunger?

Food 
system 
headed in 
the right 
direction

ROBERTS | 16

With co-founder Cliff  Gingrich now set to retire as the business celebrates its 50th anniversary, the 
operation is ready to make fi nal transition to life under its new owner, Matt Kraemer

M&G | 15

Matt Kraemer (left) will be taking over M & G Millwrights Ltd. from retiring co-founder Cliff Gingrich as the business celebrates half a century in Elmira. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

M&G MILLWRIGHTS LTD. 
IS celebrating a passing 
of time in Elmira, in more 
ways than one.

This year, the Elmira 
company will be celebrat-
ing 50 years in business. 
Concurrently, original 
owner Cliff Gingrich will 
also be retiring and pass-
ing the business to Matt 
Kraemer.

Gingrich founded the 
custom fabrication and 
millwright company in 
1967 with his then-partner 
Cyrus Martin.

The businesses partner-
ship and conception came 
out of a common goal 
among professionals, and 
was built into much more 
than a working relation-
ship between the two.

“I was in business in Flo-
radale under Cliff’s Weld-
ing just doing repair work, 
and then along came Cyrus 
Martin,” he reminisced. 
“He was in that business 
and needed some help and 
decided that he was going 
to come out to my little 
blacksmith shop there in 
Floradale and see if I would 
come and work with him – 
and that’s how it started.

“It has been many ups 
and downs but it certainly 
has been quite a journey.”

Under the two’s steward-
ship, M&G’s quality work 
gained a reputation in the 
industry for its forward 
thinking.

“That is certainly one of 
the things that we strived 

for. Cyrus, who is in a dif-
ferent type of business 
now, that was one of the 
strong points – he was de-
signing things ahead of the 
curve and understood the 
business better than a lot. 
He could make it happen, 
we certainly gained a repu-
tation in the industry to be 
more forward thinkers,” 

Gingrich said of his past 
partner.

“We were one of the 
first people to start doing 
3-D design on computers, 
where our competition 
wasn’t doing that,” Krae-
mer added.

Among being ahead of 
the curve, Gingrich credits 
their longevity to the qual-

ity employees they have 
been able to attract and re-
tain over their many years 
in business. 

“One of our successes 
was that we were able 
to keep the employees. 
Employees were always a 
very, very strong part of 
our business. We still have 
employees here that have 

been with us for close to 40 
years, and lots of 25-year 
employees,” Gingrich said. 
“It was a lot of hard work 
and a lot of dedication 
from all of our employees 
and customers.”

He added that an addi-
tion success for them has 

THE NEW MODELS ARE IN. 
JUST IN TIME FOR YOU TO HEAD OUT.

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM

$25,746* $258 LEASE PAYMENT
FOR 24 MONTHS
$3,958 DOWN
0.99% LEASE RATE

26 Manitou Drive, Kitchener, ON  |  Tel: (519) 894-2050  |  www.geminimotors.com

*MSRP of $23,695 on 2018 Crosstrek Convenience 5MT (JX1CP). Lease rate of (0.99%) for (24) months. Lease payments of ($258) with ($3,958) down payment. Purchase Option ($16,033) with ($4,765) due on signing. Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus charges for Freight/PDI 
($1,725) Air Conditioning Charge ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($16.50), OMVIC Fee ($10), Dealer Admin ($199). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown: 2018 Crosstrek Convenience 5MT 
(JX2LPE) with an MSRP of $33,195. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Offers applicable on approved credit at participating dealers only. Lease based on a maximum of (20,000 km/year for 24 months), with excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and �nancing 
programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and �nance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Offers available until 
September 30th, 2017. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods.

ALI WILSON
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Services available in Ontario through Canada Brokerlink (Ontario) Inc.  ™ BrokerLink & Design is a trademark of Canada Brokerlink Inc. and used under license. © Copyright 2017 
Canada Brokerlink Inc. All rights reserved. 

WE’RE FOR INSURANCE 
THAT’S A ‘SWEET’ DEAL.

Why drive all the way into the city, 
when BrokerLink is located right here 
in Elmira? This is our home too, so we 
understand how to best protect the 
things you love. 

Our local experts will help you find 
coverage to fits you best. Best of all, 
we’re right here in town.

519.669.1661 | 11 Arthur St. S.

Call or visit today for a no 
obligation quote on your 
home or car insurance.

GREAT ITEMS
FOR BACK TO SCHOOL,  

HOME, CAMPER  
AND COTTAGE!

MORE

NEWLY
EXPANDED

SELECTION
AT OUR

MARKETPLACE

ST. JACOBS

AND APPLIANCES

 
FLOOR MODELS | CLOSEOUTS

 
 SCRATCH & DENT | SPECIAL BUYS

Furniture
Marketplace
CLEARANCE

CENTRE

  

Take it away! Bring a truck and trailer!  
Delivery Available. See store for details. 

NO HOLDS. AS IS. ALL SALES FINAL.

Monday - Friday 8 to 6  
Sat 8 to 5 • Sun 12 to 5

ST. JACOBS HOME FURNITURE
1421 KING STREET NORTH,  
DOWNTOWN ST. JACOBS  
519.664.3301 homefurniture.ca

are pleased to announce the
merger of their practices in

Scott Grainger 
& Cynthia Hastings

Real Estate Purchases, Sales and 
Mortgages

Wills, Powers of Attorney and Estates

Criminal, Family and Civil Litigation

Corporate Law, Business Transactions 
and Restructuring

Notaries Public

OUR SERVICES:

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Cynthia L. Hasting BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Graingerg g
Professional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

Former Assistant Crown AttorneyFormer Assistant Crown Attorney
from your local, full service law firmfrom your local, full service law firmfrom your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

been their loyal and happy 
customer-base, people 
who’ve enjoyed the work 
they have completed over 
the years. 

“Floradale Feed Mill was 
one of our first projects we 
did, and we have had them 
as a customer ever since, as 
well as  Wallenstein Feed,” 
he said of the large agricul-
tural hubs. “We just did the 
biggest project we ever did 
at Wallenstein Feed mill in 
the history of our company. 
That was Matt’s area of 
heavy involvement, so that 
was a good one for him to 
get his teeth into as a new 
owner.” 

Over the past five years, 
Gingrich has been working 
with Kraemer to make the 
ownership transition as 
smooth as possible.

“I could not have dreamt 
of a better transition than 
we have had,” said Gin-
grich. 

For his part, Kraemer 
says he is thankful for the 
extra time involved with 
the hand-off.

“It certainly helped hav-
ing this transition period. 
Working together has been 
good for both of us – for 
me to learn from Cliff, and 
Cliff giving me the oppor-
tunity to run the company, 
make decisions and things 
like that. Knowing that I 
have had his experience to 
lean on, that part has been 
comforting for me,” he 
said. “I have had the good 
fortune of having that 45 
years of experience of how 
they have tackled obstacles 
and opportunities and 
things like that, where they 
learned because they built 
it from the ground up. I am 
able to learn from his expe-
riences.”

Hired just over 12 years 
ago, Kraemer began in the 
shop, working his way into 
the office and up to presi-
dent before acquiring the 
company.

“Without a doubt, Matt 
was the guy who always 
took on any challenge that 
we threw at him,” Gingrich 
said. “Matt was always a 
guy that we felt, and this 
was not only my decision, 
we had a management 
team and they all liked 
Matt. He has really got the 
respect of the employees, 
which is an amazing ac-
complishment.”

M&G Millwrights now 
has more than 50 people on 
their payroll. Under Krae-
mer’s leadership, the busi-
ness is hoping to continue 
to hold their reputation for 
quality work and forward 
thinking.

“I believe in what we 

have done for 50 years. It 
has been successful for us 
so it is important to not 
lose focus of those values – 
our commitment to quality, 
how you treat people and 
how you treat the customer 
– so that I don’t foresee 
changing, but times do 
change and we have to be 
willing to evolve and look 
at different things,” Krae-
mer explained.

“Whether we add new 
people or we look at dif-
ferent technology. We 
certainly toy with thinking 
about expanding and grow-
ing and we don’t want to 
become stagnant. We have 
been around for a long time 
and people, I think, look 
to us to be on the top end 
of people in our field – we 
expect to be that way, so we 
definitely want to maintain 
our focus in the industry 
and be a leader,” he added.

“We are definitely work-
ing here positioning our-
selves for the next 50 years, 
I have boys that I hope I 
can turn the business over 
to.”

So what will Gingrich 
be doing during his re-

tirement? Keeping very, 
very busy with his grand-
children and, of course, 
improving his game on the 
green.

“I am busier than I have 
ever been. I am golfing 
three days a week and I 
have lots of grandkids – I 
have 10 grandkids that 
need my attention. When 
they know I am a little 
more available ... you run 
to hockey games and soc-
cer games and baseball 
games. I try and make as 
many of those, so I don’t 
believe I am going to have 
a problem getting busy – 
there is no doubt about it.”

But after a 50-plus-year 
career, he will miss the 
daily hustle and bustle.

“The thrill of business 
has always been the suc-
cesses. When you get a job, 
I get excited still,” he said. 
“That is still fun, it is just 
part of the business that 
I am going to miss more 
than anything and the 
people – you certainly have 
some strong relationships 
over the years.

“It has been quite a jour-
ney.” 

M&G: New owner, a longtime employee, plans to 
stay true to the formula established by founders
FROM | 14

Kraemer says he plans to continue to focus on the company’s reputation for quality work and 
forward thinking. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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The Gift of Hearing ENTER
TODAY!

Express your interest why you or
somebody you love needs Hearing Aids
Starts September 18th - October 23rd, 2017

 

Visit: www.earandhearingclinic.com

Email: elvira@earandhearingclinic.com

Clock Tower Wellness Centre
69 Arthur Street South 

Mail: 

BECOME A HAPPY 
WINNER AND RECEIVE
A FREE PAIR OF
HEARING AIDS.

For some potential an-
swers, I looked at the re-
sults of the Canadian Cen-
tre for Food Integrity public 
trust survey results. That’s 
where the food cost con-
cerns originated, with more 
than 1,300 Canadians being 
asked about their attitudes 
towards about Canadian 
food, and the agriculture 
and food system.

Right behind the ris-
ing cost of food – just one 
percentage point, in fact 
– was keeping healthy food 
affordable. Lower on the 

list were climate change, 
the humane treatment of 
animals and having enough 
food to feed Canada. 

Perhaps some conclu-
sions can be drawn be-
tween these findings, and 
another based on whether 
the food system is heading 
in the right direction or on 
the wrong track. 

This year, 13 per cent 
more said they thought it 
was headed in the right di-
rection, with seven per cent 
less each saying it was on 
the wrong track or that they 
were unsure.

More or less, this finding 
mirrors a readers’ poll in a 
major daily newspaper that 
contained the exact same 
question. In just three days, 
360 people responded; 200 
said they thought it was 
going in the right direction, 
with the rest pretty evenly 
split between not sure and 
wrong track. 

Lastly, the centre’s sur-
vey identified a wide range 
of participants are respon-
sible for transparency, 
meaning the open-book ap-
proach to food production, 
telling consumers the five 

Ws and H about how their 
food is produced.

Canadians say the re-
sponsibility lies across the 
board, with food processors 
and manufacturers, gov-
ernment, farmers, grocery 
stores and restaurants. But 
overall, food processors 
and manufacturers ranked 
number one, and farmers 
came in second.

This is a problem for 
farmers. Processors and 
manufacturers have huge 
public relations and com-
munications machines at 
their disposal. Farmers do 

not, and neither they nor 
those who support them 
have traditionally dedi-
cated many resources to 
explaining their actions to 
the broad public. The sec-
tor is pretty good at com-
municating to itself; only 
now that research is show-
ing consumers expect some 
transparency from farmers 
has agriculture paid atten-
tion.

Still, consumers think 
the food system is on the 
right track. How do they 
know? Surely not from the 
information put forward 

by anti-technology advo-
cates, or by anti-animal 
agriculture activists. Maybe 
they’re finally finding some 
of the good sources avail-
able for credible informa-
tion, such as the food integ-
rity centre, and Farm and 
Food Care.

Whatever the case, 
there’s an opportunity 
for farmers to show how 
they’re doing their part to 
help keep costs down. On a 
broader scale, who will pro-
actively and accurately tell 
that story to urban Canada 
is a question mark.

ROBERTS: Consumer surveys have consistently found industry is responding to shifting demands
FROM | 14

FURNITURE & MATTRESS
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QUALITY COLOUR PHOTO REPRINTS
FROM PAPER TO PRINT

5x7
$11 2nd Print 

only $5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only $7.50

4x6
$92nd Print 

only $4.50
Visit our website to order any photo in paper or online.
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / MUSICAL THEATRE

The songs and performers that 
made country music legendary
Kings & Queens of Country, now playing at the St. Jacobs Schoolhouse Theatre, weaves a story of the genre’s icons

STEVE KANNON

A LATECOMER TO COUN-
TRY music, Drayton Enter-
tainment’s Alex Mustakas 
learned to love the genre, 
embracing its legendary 
songs and performers.

His father-in-law listened 
to nothing but traditional 
country music, so spending 
time with him out in the 
garage, for instance, meant 
being exposed to all that 
history.

“This is some of the 
greatest music ever written. 
It’s great storytelling,” said 
Mustakas, who was moved 
to create Kings & Queens of 
Country, a theatrical salute 
to the artists who put Nash-
ville’s Grand Ole Opry on 
the map. 

The show opened this 
week at the St. Jacobs 
Schoolhouse Theatre, run-
ning through to Christmas.

In putting together the 
production, the first big 
challenge was choosing the 
music, paring down the list 
so it wasn’t a 10-hour show 
– “There’s so much great 
music.” In the end, more 
than 100 songs are used, 
many in medley form to 
avoid making it an all-day 
affair at the theatre. 

With an emcee that offers 
up continuity in the story-
line and some laughs, the 
show runs chronologically 
through some of the earli-
est country stars – Ernest 
Tubb, Dottie West, Faron 
Young – through to the 
1980s’ sounds of Dolly Par-
ton and Kenny Rogers, just 
before the emergence of 

New Country. 
A wide-ranging blend, 

notes Mustakas. There’s the 
likes of Merle Haggard’s 
“Okie from Muskogee,” 
Roger Miller’s “King of 
the Road,” Hank Williams’ 
“Hey, Good Lookin’,” John 
Denver’s “Country Roads,” 
Glen Campbell’s “Like a 
Rhinestone Cowboy” and 
many more. Add to the 
list  Loretta Lynn’s “Coal 
Miner’s Daughter,” Dottie 
West’s “Country Sunshine,” 
Tammy Wynette’s “Stand 
By Your Man,” Dolly Par-
ton’s “Jolene,” and Patsy 
Cline’s “Crazy.”

Oh, and there’s some 
Johnny Cash to get things 
rolling, a medley of five or 
six songs in about three 
minutes sets the tone.

A cast of young perform-
ers have embraced the 
music, much of which was 
entirely new to some of 
them, Mustakas explained, 
laughing that it was proba-
bly their grandparents who 
listened to the music.

Although Kings & Queens 
of Country presents iconic 
music and performers, it’s 
not a tribute show in the 
traditional sense  – “We’re 
trying not to do the looka-
likes” – but rather a tribute 
to the music.

“We’re not trying to mim-
ic the performers.”

J. Sean Elliott delivers the 
laughs throughout the show 
as the goofy narrator, Wil-
bur, weaving songs together 
with humour and singing 
a few tunes of his own. El-

liott has appeared in many 
musicals and comedies 
across the country includ-
ing numerous productions 
for Drayton Entertainment, 
most recently in Million 
Dollar Quartet. Al Braatz 
made his Drayton Enter-
tainment debut earlier this 
season as Asher in Joseph 
and the Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dreamcoat. Tyler 
Check was Carl Perkins in 
Million Dollar Quartet, and 
Michael Cox has appeared 
in numerous musicals 
across the country includ-
ing Les Misérables for Dray-
ton Entertainment. Kevin 
Dempsey is a staple in the 
Toronto music scene and 
has played drums in vari-
ous Drayton Entertainment 
productions, including Red 

Rock Diner, Anything Goes, 
A Closer Walk with Patsy 
Cline, Big Band Legends, 
and Swing!, among others.

Earl Filsinger has toured 
Canada and the U.S. as a 
lead guitar player in nu-
merous bands; he has also 
played for various musicals 
including Man of La Man-
cha, Evita, and Big River.  
Kelly Holiff, making her 
Drayton Entertainment 
debut, has previously ap-
peared as Miss Stacey in the 
Charlottetown production 
of Anne of Green Gables, as 
well as in a variety of pro-
ductions across Ontario. 
Julia McLellan previously 
appeared as Val in A Chorus 
Line at the Stratford Festi-
val, in the Toronto and U.S. 
National Tour productions 

The cast of Kings & Queens of Country wear many hats in presenting the songs that defined the genre. The play opened this week, running through to Christmas. [SUBMITTED]

of Kinky Boots and recently 
as Annabel Glick in Dray-
ton’s Lucky Stiff. Steve 
Thomas is a well-known 
composer, pianist and mu-
sic director who has worked 
on a variety of productions 
across North America for 
Theatre Aquarius, The 
Elgin Theatre, Lighthouse 
Festival Theatre, Vancouver 
Playhouse and Charlotte-
town Festival, among oth-
ers. Most recently, he was 
the music director for Thor-
oughly Modern Millie in St. 
Jacobs.

The eight performers on 
stage jump through songs 
and eras, meaning they’re 
literally wearing a lot of 
hats throughout the show. 
Together, they bring an 
energy to the music that 
audiences will enjoy, says 
Mustakas.

“It’s certainly resonat-
ing,” he said of the early 
buzz to the show. “There’s 
an appetite for this kind of 
music.”

The intimate confines of 
the St. Jacobs Schoolhouse 
Theatre means audiences 
will get an up-close experi-
ence with the music.

“It’ll feel like it’s right 
in your living room, like a 
kitchen party,” he said.

Kings & Queens of Coun-
try runs at St. Jacobs 
Schoolhouse Theatre until 
December 24. Tickets are 
$46 for adults and $27 for 
youth under 20 years of 
age, available online at 
www.draytonentertain-
ment.com or by calling the 
box office at 1-855-drayton 
(372-9866).

SOS Phy s iot he rapy  (Elmira)
3 Wyatt  St . E. , Suite  2
Elmira, ON N3B 2H4

Tel  (519)  669-1212

Woolwich  Phy s iot he rapy
8-25 Indust r ia l  Dr ive
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Tel  (519)  669-2578

www.k imbe r l y r au . c om

Feet  Hur t?
Vacation from your 
Orthotics this Summer?
Our Pedorthists can Help!
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Jutzi Fuels, a division of MacEwen 
Petroleum Inc. is looking for talented 
individuals to join the Stratford Team 

TRANSPORT DRIVER
Our Transport Drivers are responsible for the safe, timely and 
e�cient delivery of fuels and petroleum products to stations, 
customers and partners.
AZ certi�cation is required, as is 3 years of driving and liquid 
bulk haulage experience. 
Bene�ts include a competitive hourly rate, group bene�ts, RRSP 
plan, free uniform, boot allowance and safety bonus. 

We are also looking for an experienced sales professional

SALES REPRESENTATIVE 
(Energy Products)

The new and pivotal role will be responsible for growing the 
company’s account portfolio for heating, farm and commercial 
fuels, propane, cardlock services, Chevron lubricants, and Diesel 
Exhaust Fluid (DEF), through referrals, contacts and cold calls. 
The successful candidate will be a proven relationship builder, 
with at least 3 years of sales experience. Previous sales 
experience in the heating, lubricant or transportation business 
would be an advantage. 

For full details on both of these positions and to apply 
please go to: www.macewen.ca 

or in person at: 

279 Lorne Ave East, Stratford, ON  N5A 6T1
email: careers@macewen.ca

HELP WANTED

FIND IT TODAY!
IN THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS Classified Ads continued on page 19

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Night Loader / Production Worker

This fulltime position will involve shift work week 
days (Monday to Friday) with an occasional 
Saturday shift. Responsibilities will include night 
loading , warehouse duties and possible 
pelleting/batching.

The successful applicant will have

• Strong oral and written communication skills

• Ability to develop effective work relationships 
with co-workers, and

• Ability to represent the Company positively 
with customers.

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
 2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON      N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted. 

HELP WANTED

Successful candidates will be reliable 
Team Players with Strong work ethics, 
a positive attitude, a willingness to 

learn and able to lift 50lbs.  
Send resumes with employment references to 

barb@elmirastoveworks.com or drop it off in person 
at 285 Union Street, Elmira Ontario Attn: Barb 

Metal Sanding 
& Polishing. 

Is accepting applications for
Full Time Day Shift Positions in:  

Please contact us by email 
info@rosendalefarms.com or 

call us at 519-744-4941

We are looking for PART-TIME/SEASONAL HELP 
in the scale of�ce during grain receiving for 
Oct/Nov and for a PART-TIME DZ DRIVER as 
well during harvest.

FT NIGHT SHIFT MAINTENANCE MECHANIC
Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. is accepting applications for the 
position of full time Maintenance Mechanic.

We are looking for a hard-working, responsible individual with excellent attention 
to detail and strong organizational skills. Qualified applicants must have 3 years 
of experience. This is a night shift position with responsibility for on-call coverage. 
Must live within 35 km of Wallenstein. 

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, and thank all 
applicants in advance. Accommodations are available during 

all stages of the recruitment process.

If you are interested in a rewarding work life, please submit your 
resume via email to recruiting@wfs.ca by October 2, 2017.

PRECISE CASTINGS INC. – 
ELMIRA – is accepting applications for 
full-time and part-time positions in our 
manufacturing operations. Competitive 
wages, steady hours, and benefit package. 

Send resumes to Scott Pinkney 
by fax (519-669-1566), 

e-mail (spinkney@precisecastings.ca), 
or drop off at 

124 Bonnie Cres., Elmira, Ont. N3B 3J8

HELP WANTED

St. Jacobs Place Retirement Residence 
currently has suites available. If living in a 
charming seniors’ residence with personal 
and caring service appeals to you, we would 
extend a warm welcome to you and your 
family to visit and see what we have to offer. 
Please call Fred Zehr or April Allen for a tour 
at 519-664-6637. www.stjacobsplace.ca

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ELMIRA DUPLICATE BRIDGE. 
Sept 7, 2017 1st-Yvonne 
Weppler/Jeff Beatty, 
2nd-Keith Kennedy/Dave 
Passmore Sept. 14, 2017 - 
1st- Ed Friedman/Marion 
Israel 2nd-Anne Moore/Judy 
Komer.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED IN bakery. 
Hillcrest Home Baking 519-
669-1381.

NURSERY WORKERS NEEDED 
starting August 31, 2017. Pay 
rate $11.43/hour. Working 
hours 7 a.m. - 5 p.m., 6 days 
per week. Work includes 
field potting, weeding in 
field and containers, truck 
loading, digging etc. Must 
be willing to work in all 
weather conditions and 
weekends. Own transporta-
tion required. Police clear-
ance needed. Please send 
resume to: West Montrose 
Farms Ltd., 1614 Halm Road, 
West Montrose, ON. N0B 
2V0.

PEOPLE REQUIRED 2-3 
mornings a week to deliver 
flyers to homes in North 
Waterloo. No sales involved! 
Vehicle allowance paid! 
Highest rates paid weekly! 
Call now 519-742-5971

PIONEER LOG HOMES (St. 
Jacobs) is looking for an 
energetic and motivated 
individual to help assist in 
building log homes. Call 
Dave at 519-664-3823 or 
519-699-4606.

TRAINING & 
LESSONS

PIANO LESSONS - for all 
ages, at Robbinsnest 
Studio in Elmira. For infor-
mation send email to:  
robbinsnest80@gmail.com

YES YOU CAN take awesome 
Guitar Lessons now! Bob 
Wilhelm Guitar Studio 
booking for fall. Phone 519-
669-5371.

HEALTH CARE

BOWEN THERAPY YOUR 
choice for effective treat-
ment of specific health con-
ditions or wellness main-
tenance. KEVIN BARTLEY, 
Professional Bowenwork 
Practitioner, Clock Tower 
Wellness Centre, 69 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. 519-669-0112. 
Every Body is Better with 
Bowen!

FULL TIME

WAREHOUSE ASSOCIATE
Hydronic Solutions is a plumbing and heating 
wholesaler looking for a capable individual to join 
our team and support our companies warehouse 
operations.
Must be self motivated, able to work independent-
ly with attention to detail and strong organization-
al skills. Some heavy lifting required along with 
basic computer knowledge. Valid drivers licence 
with good driving record is required. Forklift 
experience an asset. Hours are Monday-Thursday 
7:30-4:30 Friday 7:00-4:30.

Please submit resume to:
juanita@hydronicsolutions.ca or

fax to 519-880-1268

HELP WANTED
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Notice of Watermain Flushing/Hydrant Maintenance Operation
The Township of Woolwich will be engaging in a watermain flushing/hydrant maintenance 
program as follows:

September 25 to October 6, 2017
 Elmira 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
 *These dates are subject to change and will be communicated on the Township website*

Watermain flushing is performed at this time of low water usage to minimize its impact on water 
service. Please refrain from using excessive amounts of water during this time period (i.e. doing 
laundry, using the dishwasher, etc.)
The flushing process may cause discoloured water and a reduction in pressure. It should be noted 
that both of these conditions are temporary and not harmful. If discolouration occurs, open a cold, 
hard water tap in the basement until it runs clear before resuming regular consumption. In some 
situations this may take 5 to 10 minutes. If, however, either of these conditions persist, please 
contact Linzey Davis at 519-669-6041 or 1-877-969-0094 ext. 6041.
The Township of Woolwich appreciates your patience as we continually work to maintain the 
quality of drinking water throughout the Township.

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon 
Postponement

We regret to announce that that we must postpone the 
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon scheduled for this 
coming Saturday, September 23 at 12 noon at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre, due to volunteers’ busy schedules. 
The Township of Woolwich wishes to thank its many 
volunteers who give so freely of their time to make our 
township a great place to live and play. 

CUSTOMER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE
Part Time Position

At Wallenstein Feed & Supply Ltd. we believe in helping our customers succeed, 
and we pride ourselves on being the leader in customer service for the livestock 
feed industry.

The successful candidate will have strong communication and computer skills 
and excellent attention to detail. The position will be guaranteed 20+ hours 
per week. The candidate must be available to work a flexible schedule with a 
combination of days, evenings and some weekends.

If you are interested in a rewarding work life please submit your 
resume via email to recruiting@wfs.ca by September 29, 2017.

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, and thank all applicants in advance. 
Accommodations are available during all stages of the recruitment process.

FOR SALE

IF YOU ARE using Amway 
products or are interested 
in being a distributor call 
Annie at 519-635-1033.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND 
LAWN SEED - Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. 519-635-
8737.

AUCTIONS

FRI. SEPT 22 at 5:00 PM - 
Toy auction of approx. 350 
pieces of trucks; banks; 
tractors; literature; and 
much more to be held at 
the St. Jacob’s Community 
Centre in St. Jacob’s for the 
collection of an Arthur resi-
dent with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

#1
NEWS 
SOURCE

AUCTIONS

HELP WANTED

PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Tractors, 
machinery, feed & com-
modity bins, and miscel-
laneous items, to be held at 
2940 Erb’s Rd. Wilmot Twp. 
(1 mile east of Philipsburg 
across from Foxboro), for 
James and Sandra Shantz, 
on Saturday, September, 
23rd @ 11:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138. 

SAT. SEPT 23 at 12:30 PM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
household effects; furni-
ture; antiques; tools; and 
miscellaneous items to 
be held at 1438 Mannheim 
Rd Mannheim for Mary 
Hasenpflug. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

SAT. SEPT 23 at 9:30 AM 
- Auction sale of one and 
a half acre property with 
4 bedroom bungalow; 
barn set up for rabbits; 
and 2 storey barn, ; and 
miscellaneous items to 
be held at 1538 Notre 
Dame Dr St. Agatha for 
Ken Riemens. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM 
SERVICES

SEED WHEAT AND FERTILIZER 
competitive pricing. Rye 
seed, winter barley. Hard 
red wheats, Gallus, Princ-
eton and Sampson. Soft 
red wheats, Emmit, CM614, 
Drew, Marker, Emperor and 
more. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD FOR SALE. Hard-
wood, dry. Pick up only. 
Limited quantity. Call for 
more details 226-243-1978.

GERBER’S FIREWOOD 
SERVING you for over 10 
years. Your #1 source of 
quality slabwood and body-
wood. Delivery available. 
519-656-2057.

HORSES

WILL BUY OLD and used 
horses and ponies to go 
direct to plant in Quebec. 
Will buy all types, drug 
form required but will buy 
either way. TOP PRICES 
PAID. Contact Calvin Kuepfer 
for prices at Horizon Trail 
Equine at 519-272-3290.

AUCTIONS

PROPERTY AUCTION OF 1  
storey brick house, to be 
sold at 5 Cobalt St. North 
(off Mill St near the public 
school), in Milverton, For 
Barb and the Late Richard 
Kramer, on Friday, October 
6th @ 6:00 p.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138. 

WED. OCT 11 at 4:30 PM - 
Clearing auction sale of 
woodworking equipment 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at 366 Arthur St. in 
Elmira for Tom Jones. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

PLATINUM AG SERVICES, 519-
501-2258. Bunk Silo Covers, 
- Silostop oxygen barri-
ers, black & white plastic, 
Oxygen Barrier Bale Wrap 
by Silostop.

AUCTIONS

FRI. SEPT 29 at 5:00 PM 
- memorabilia auction 
of approx. 1000 pieces 
of Toronto Maple Leaf 
jerseys; bobbleheads; 
figurines; dolls; hockey 
cards; rare nesting dolls; 
clocks; lawn chairs; cars; 
banks; and other hockey 
memorabilia to be held at 
the St. Jacobs Community 
Centre in St. Jacobs for the 
complete collection of 
Ron Stephenson. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. OCT 4 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; household effects; 
antiques; miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacobs Community Centre 
in St. Jacobs for an area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF Trucks, 
tractors, snow removal 
equipment and miscel-
laneous items, to be held 
at 1434 Puddicombe Rd. 
Wilmot Twp. (3 miles north 
of Plattsville - Hofstetter 
Rd. becomes Puddicombe 
Rd.), For Hoffman’s Ser-
vices (Mark and Marilyn 
Hoffman), on Thursday, 
October 5th @ 3:00p.m. 
Gerber Auctions 519-699-
4451 or 698-0138. 

Kurtz Auctions
ESTATE AUCTION PLUS MORE

DATE: Saturday Sept. 30, 2017 @ 10:00am
LOCATION: 5461, Hwy 86, 1 km north of Guelph Auto Mall
(formerly Brubacher Sales Arena)
PREVIEW: Friday Sept.29 , 1:00-4:00pm and Sale day 9:00 am
Consisting of Trailers, Tractors, Ebike, Motorcycle, Tools, Household items and Antiques

Furniture & Antiques
9 pc MAH dining suite c/w 6 chairs, table,china cabinet&side board // 9 pc Oak dining suite, 
6 pc Pine bed suite c/w Canonball Queen bed(no mattress)//MAH Tea Wagon //MAH china 
cabinet//Solid Cherry 5 drawer mens chest//MAH TV cabinet (Queen Ann)//MAH server, all 
above circa 1940//Gate leg maple table//Singer sewing machine in cabinet//3 Needle Point 
chairs//Hide a bed// End Tables//Power Lift Recliner Chair(like new),Walnut Curio Cabinet 
//Lots of unusual pieces not montioned, but in like new condition//Lots of Glass(nice) and 
collectables. Wedgewood Plates,Silver Tea Set, Soap Stone Carvings,Bushnel Astronomical 
Telescope(New, still in the box) and some real nice hard to find pieces.

Collectible dolls, Radios & Royal Doultons
Dolls - approx 50 china dolls, Ashton Drake collection c/w certificates still in original boxes 
Jessica Lames Home-Littlest Lamb-Bunny Hogs and more//Royal Doulton Figurines , approx 
50 pieces//Antique Radios - approx 15 pieces all working - RCA-Westing house - GE-Viking.

Tools & misc Building Supplies
Mastercraft Table Saw//Craftmaster Band Saw//Saftey Jacks//Air Pig//Extladders//Bicycles 
//Socket sets // Portable Mastercraft ARC Welder on stand//Utility Carts // 2 pc -7 drawer 
Master Craft Tool Chest on Wheels// Variety of new tools//Shower unit//New Aluminum 
Garage door 8'W x 7' H not insulated c/w hardware // Interior doors // Lots of supplies 
contractor related // Lots of garden tools & misc items, too many to mentions.

Trailers, Tractors, Motorcycle & E Bike
1998 5th wheel, 27' Golden Falcon House Trailer c/w slide out trailer is immaculate inside 
and out, new tires etc. sleeps 6 // 2006 5th wheel Vintage Outlaw 53 FT RVT car/toy hauler 
trailer c/w living quarters (6) & work area rear beaver tail loading ramps, 3 axle no leaks. 
Trailer is excellent & ready to work // Tractor A. Chalmers Model "B" 1947 all reconditioned 
runs like new, 30HP // Lawn Tractor -Cub Cadet, LTX 1142 hydrostatic c/w 20 HP Kohler, 42" 
deck&bagger system. As is, needs some TLC//2004 E-Bike, 72 volt, new charger etc.runs like 
new // Vintage Motorcycle-1974 Honda, 175cc twin, runs good.

NOTE
THIS WILL BE A FULL SALE WITH LOTS OF INTERESTING ITEMS ARE NOT MENTIONED

Terms
Cash and/or Debit. We also accept cheque with proper ID.
No buyer's premium. Any announcements day of sale take precedence over ads Auctioneer, 
Auction company or proprietors not responsible for accidents, injury, damage or loss of 
property on sale day

Kurtz Auctons Inc. / Auctioneer: Brian S Kurtz (519)836-0342
Email: brian@kurtzauctionsinc.com Web Site: www.kurtzauctionsinc.ca

Classified Ads continued on page 22

CONTINUED 
ON PG.22
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

OUTDOOR SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE FLOOR/PAD 
BREAKING & REMOVAL
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

ROLL OFF 
INDUSTRIAL BIN 

RENTALS
CALL FOR 

AVAILABLE SIZES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICESGENERAL SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

S
PA

C
E

F
O

R
 R

E
N

T

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 

service directory. Weekly exposure 
with fantastic results! 

Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

SPACE 
FOR RENT

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE ESTIMATES
Interior/exterior

Painting,
Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033

NOW ACCEPTING
VISA OR MASTERCARD

(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

Brands You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

homewindowfashions.ca

Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537
STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
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REAL ESTATE LISTINGS

PRINTING SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

Choose Re/Max – Free Evaluation

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Choose Re/Max – Free EvaluationChoose Re/Max – Free Evaluation

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com Breslau - Beautifully updated 3 bedroom model home backing on 
to the park! Stunning new kitchen with over sized island is open to 
both the dinette and living room, all with hardwood floors. The 
living room has a vaulted ceiling with a nice view of the back deck 
and park beyond the yard. The upstairs has an open loft as well as 
2 good sized bedrooms. Both upper washrooms have skylights to 
let in the natural light. It doesn't stop there! The basement is 
newly renovated with cork flooring, another 4 piece washroom 
and another bedroom. This house is a must see!

$549,000$549,000

St. Clements - Small town living in St. Clements just minutes 
from the city! This solid brick bungalow has been lovingly updated 
over the past 5 years including the kitchen, bathroom, hot tub, 
furnace, A/C, front window, water heater and softener, gas stove 
and bar in rec room, and a 16 x 12 shop! With green space behind 
and in front, this country setting is great for a young family, or 
grandparents alike. Don’t miss this one!

$459,000$459,000
Elmira - Location Location! This property is situated close to the 
Elmira Recreational Centre, schools and the downtown and has 
original hardwood floors everywhere on the main floor except the 
kitchen. The 2nd floor consists of 3 bedrooms and a beautiful 4 
piece bathroom,  recently updated and complete with a claw foot 
tub. The basement is partially finished and the furnace was 
replaced in 2004. Add your own taste to this quaint property and 
enjoy an easy walk to all that Elmira has to offer.

$349,500$349,500$349,500

NEW PRICENEW PRICENEW PRICE

Choose Re/Max – Free EvaluationChoose Re/Max – Free EvaluationChoose Re/Max – Free Evaluation
NEW PRICENEW PRICENEW PRICENEW PRICENEW PRICE

OPEN HOUSE SAT., SEPT. 23, 1-3PM
2676 Herrgott Rd, St. Clements NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

Elmira - Location Location! This property is situated close to the 
Elmira Recreational Centre, schools and the downtown and has 
original hardwood floors everywhere on the main floor except the 
kitchen. The 2nd floor consists of 3 bedrooms and a beautiful 4 
piece bathroom,  recently updated and complete with a claw foot 
tub. The basement is partially finished and the furnace was 
replaced in 2004. Add your own taste to this quaint property and 
enjoy an easy walk to all that Elmira has to offer.

$349,500$349,500$349,500$349,500$349,500
 - Location Location! This property is situated close to the 

Elmira Recreational Centre, schools and the downtown and has 
original hardwood floors everywhere on the main floor except the 

 - Location Location! This property is situated close to the 
Elmira Recreational Centre, schools and the downtown and has 
original hardwood floors everywhere on the main floor except the 

$349,500$349,500$349,500$349,500$349,500SOLD

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission is donated 
to The Woolwich Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

ShannaShanna
A portion of each sale commission is donated 

to The Woolwich Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca 

Call us today for a 
FREE CURRENT 

MARKET ANALYSIS.  

What is your home worth 
in today’s market?

Not intended to solicit contracted sellers or buyers.

BUY OR SELL NOWBUY OR SELL NOW
and be in your new home in time for Christmasand be in your new home in time for Christmas

Carolyn Sullivan, 
Sales Representative
DIRECT 226-979-2922
OFFICE 519-843-7653
csullivan@edgerealtysolutions.com

YOUR PERFECT ‘FOREVER HOME’
3 bedroom, 3 bath bungalow professionally finished top to bottom. Generous lot, backing 
onto gentle ravine and backyard oasis. Call now to view!

Saturday, September 23rd • 2-4pm
33 Bristow Creek Dr., Elmira

$482,900
NEW PRICE

OPEN HOUSE
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REAL ESTATE

1.2 Acre Building Lot | $139,000
A rare opportunity to realize your dream. A sloping lot over looking country and 
the river in Rothsay. This lot has potential for a walkout basement. Act quickly 
before its gone. MLS Call Dale.

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

Off Townline Rd N | $995,000
Outstanding 5 acre country property. Minutes to 401; 20 minutes to Halton 
Region. Peaceful wooded setting with ever flowing spring fed trout stream. 3 
bedroom brick bungalow. Walk out basement with separate entrance. Lower 
level office, 4 season sunroom wired for hot tub. Lower level garage plus 
detached 2 car garage. Updated kitchen with cherry cabinets and quartz 
counters. Dining room addition with antique features. 5 stall split level barn. I 
acre pasture. C.I835 log cabin suitable as bunkie/cottage

Near Harriston | $397,500
Bungalow with 4 CAR garage. New stone work, new windows, new roof, 2016. 
2 + 1 bedrooms, large 0.46 of an acre. MLS Call Dale.

Rothsay | $317,000
Country Living for the price of a Semi on 2.3 acres in Rothsay. Natural gas, and 
over looking green space. Lot beside also available (1.2 acre). 3 bedroom 2 bath 
house totally renovated. MLS Please call Dale direct.

Palmerston | $293,000
This move in ready 2 bedroom home on a large 0.42 acre lot offers a park like 
setting backing onto the school yard. New roof and furnace. Large front porch 
and generous side deck. A beautiful spacious and bright home. MLS Call Dale

Bruce Peninsula | $36,000
Really want to get away? 6.2 acre bush lot on paved Dyers Bay Road on the 
beautiful Bruce Peninsula, 45 minutes north of Wiarton. Build your dream 
retreat. MLS Call Dale

Rothsay 
Country Living for the price of a Semi on 2.3 acres in Rothsay. Natural gas, and 
over looking green space. Lot beside also available (1.2 acre). 3 bedroom 2 bath 

 $317,000
Country Living for the price of a Semi on 2.3 acres in Rothsay. Natural gas, and 
over looking green space. Lot beside also available (1.2 acre). 3 bedroom 2 bath 

Rothsay | $317,000

over looking green space. Lot beside also available (1.2 acre). 3 bedroom 2 bath 
house totally renovated. MLS Please call Dale direct.

Rothsay | $317,000
Country Living for the price of a Semi on 2.3 acres in Rothsay. Natural gas, and 
over looking green space. Lot beside also available (1.2 acre). 3 bedroom 2 bath 

SOLD

FARM FOR SALE 
BY TENDER

www.soldbycoffey.com

Approximately 52 Acres of Vacant
Productive farm land.

Systematically Tiled / Tile Maps Available
Part Lot 24, Concesssion 6 Wellington North 

(Sideroad 9 West / Concession 7 Corner Property)

Directions: From Arthur take Highway 109 West 
about 8 kms to Concession 7, turn right, proceed 

2kms to Subject parcel on right

** Signs on Property **
TENDER DATE: OCTOBER 6, 2017

For Complete Details:
JAMES COFFEY

Sales Representative
ROYAL LEPAGE RCR REALTY BROKERAGE

ARTHUR OFFICE
519-848-2819

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

HECKENDORN

519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

BETTER THAN NEW! This 2 yr. 
old semi is finished from top to 
bottom! Tastefully decorated and 
spotless. Dark cabinetry w/pantry 
(stainless appliances incl.) 2pc. 
washroom. Spacious master w/
walkin closet, & 3pc. ensuite. Fin-
ished rec. room & 2pc. washroom. 
Stone patio & shed. Central air. 
Softener. MLS.

46 MCGUIRE LANE, ELMIRA

$414,900

Sat, Sept 23rd | 2:30-4pm
46 McGuire Lane, ElmiraOPEN HOUSE

TWO BDRM. COTTAGE 
plus a Bunkie for guests! 
Enclosed sunroom. Open 
concept LR and kitchen. 
Good location. West facing 
with great sunsets. Very well 
treed. Call for details! MLS.

COTTAGE, CONESTOGA LAKE

$309,900

HUGE LOT – Spacious, cus-
tom built bungalow backing 
to farmland. Main flr. laundry. 
Large dining area is great for 
entertaining! W\O to large 
deck with great sunsets! 4 
baths (3 pc. ensuite). Over-
sized rec rm./games room . 
Furnace & central air 3 yrs. 
old. Parking for 12 cars. MLS .

14 ELDALE ROAD, ELMIRA 

$649,900

NEW PRICE

CHARMING CENTURY HOME on 
a great lot with a view of the River 
and numerous mature trees. Almost 
½ acre. Large kitchen w/island & 
walkout to a raised deck. L.R. w/
hdwd floor. Main flr. bedroom/office 
as well as a den or formal D.R. Large 
rec. room w/oversized windows & 
walkout. 3 full bathrooms. Newer 
furnace, CAC & softener. NEW MLS.

GLASGOW ST. S., CONESTOGO 

$499,900

NEW LISTING

FOUR LEVEL BACKSPLIT 
SEMI on a deep, fenced 
lot. Spacious kitchen w/
white cupboards. Poten-
tial for 4th bdrm. Large 
family room w/oversized 
windows and 3 pc. bath-
rm. Newer driveway. Lots 
of storage! NEW MLS.

FALCON DRIVE, ELMIRA

$374,900

Sunday, Sept 24th | 3-5pm
10 Falcon Drive, ElmiraOPEN HOUSE

NEW LISTING

HUGE LOT – Spacious, cus-
tom built bungalow backing 
to farmland. Main flr. laundry. 
Large dining area is great for 
entertaining! W\O to large 
deck with great sunsets! 4 

$649,900$649,900

deck with great sunsets! 4 
baths (3 pc. ensuite). Over

to farmland. Main flr. laundry. 
Large dining area is great for 
entertaining! W\O to large 
deck with great sunsets! 4 SOLD

KEEP UP WITH THE HOTTEST LISTINGS IN THE MARKET
Serving the community for 25 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

Serving the community for 25 years!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

FREE Market Evaluation

$439,900 ELMIRA TWO STORY! 
Walk-out to deck and fenced yard, finished rec 
room, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, ensuite 
privilege, C/A, C/V rough-in, appliances 
included. Built by Ivystone Homes in 2005. 
MLS. Call Bert to View.

$439,900 ELMIRA 
ONE OWNER! Well maintained 
two story in popular area close to 
amenities, offers 3 bedrooms, 2 
& 1/2 bath rooms, walkout to 
deck, appliances included. New 
roof in 2017. MLS. Call Bert to 
View.

NEW
LISTING!

NEW
LISTING!

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Retire to the friendly town of Milverton – 
Let Conestoga Carpenters build you a beautiful 

two bedroom, two bathroom 1,400 sqft townhouse located only 35 
minutes from Waterloo or 20 minutes from Stratford. Pick your colours 
and finishes and enjoy this new chapter in your life.

$319,900

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA   DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Milverton – Welcome to the 
town of Milverton! This 4 
bedroom, 2 bath house has 
nearly 1800 sqft of living 
space including an eat-in 
kitchen, dining room and 
living room.  Located on a 
huge lot with a detached 
garage and just a short walk to 
the downtown, you will also have easy access to the recreation centre for 
year-round enjoyment.  The pipes are already in the ground for easy 
connection to natural gas in the near future.  Make this your new home!

$250,000 NEW LISTING

RENTALS

AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 1ST 
#114 Spring St. Drayton 
$850.00 monthly plus 
utilities. 2 Bedroom Unit 
with in unit laundry, Lami-
nate floors throughout. 
Washer, Dryer, Fridge & 
Stove supplied. 1st floor 
unit, no steps from parking 
lot. Very spacious Unit. 
No smoking in Unit. Not 
pet friendly. To view call 
Mildred Frey 519-741-6970

RENTALS

MODERN 3 BEDROOM apart-
ment - close to downtown, 
within walking distance 
to all amenities. Appli-
ances included, including 
laundry, gas fireplace. 
Secured entrance. Call 
Hugh 519-669-5533 after 6 
p.m. or daytime 519-746-
5111 ext. 295

RENTALS

MODERN ONE BEDROOM 
apartment - close to 
downtown, with gas 
fireplace, air condition-
ing, secured entrance. 
Non-smoker, appliances 
included, including no 
charge laundry. Lots of 
closet space. Call Hugh 
519-669-5533 after 6 p.m. 
or daytime 519-746-5111 
ext. 295.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

CUSTOM APPLE JUICE 
Pressing and custom juice 
sales. Call for more info or 
to make an appointment. 
Cedaridge Pressing, Wesley 
Martin, 3175 Northfield Dr. 
Elmira. 519-669-3541.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

CUSTOM GARDEN PLOWING, 
tilling, and potato digging. 
Plus lawn sweeper with 
motor for rent. Garald Gin-
grich 519-669-2043 or cell 
519-503-5641.

LOST & 
FOUND

LOST - TREASURED Engage-
ment ring lost in Gore Park, 
Elmira, Sunday evening 
Aug. 23rd concert. Please 
call Shirley 519-843-2935.

GARAGE 
SALES

GARAGE SALE - Fri. and Sat. 
7:30. Lots of winter baby 
clothes, foot wear etc. 6929 
Arthur St. N.

G A R A G E / D O W N S I Z I N G 
SALE. SAT. Sept 23, 8a.m. 
- 1 p.m. 8 Alten Way, Hei-
delberg. Patio set, garden 
tools, lamps, tables, weight 
bench, games, puzzles, 
books, students desks.

CLASSIFIEDS 
CONTINUED 
FROM PG.19
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FAMILY ALBUMREAL ESTATE

THANK YOU THANK YOU

DEATH NOTICES

Thank You
On behalf myself and the Russwurm family,  

I’d like to thank THE OBSERVER for sponsoring  
The Elmira Summer Sunday Night Concert Series  

in Gore Park for 2017.
Many thanks also to Woolwich Township for  

their invaluable assistance in providing the venue  
and other services for the shows.

They were immensely popular as usual – both with the public 
and the performers who came from all around Ontario. Thanks 

to the loyal country and bluegrass music fans who came out 
every week and supported these artists – even when umbrellas 
became necessary because of all the “iffy” weather we had this 

year. Little matter – everyone still had lots of fun!

We will be continuing with more of these shows in 2018 and  
we hope to see all out friends and fans back again!

Thanks again,
Lance Russwurm

Bryan Maher
Thank you to our community for all the 
thoughts, prayers, and concern for our 
family during the tragic loss of our Bryan.
Thank you to the firefighters from 
the Woolwich Fire Department for 
the outpouring of support at both the 
visitation and funeral; to Block 3 and 
Wellington Brewery for hosting our family 
and friends; for all the food and flowers 
at our homes and at the funeral home; to 
our amazing team at the funeral home 
who carried us through this very difficult 
journey; to the churches in Elmira who 
included and continue to include our 
family in their prayer chain; and to all 
who contributed to “Friends of Killarney 

Special Project” in memory of Bryan. 
“How can we forget someone  

who gave us so much to remember!”

December 19, 1989 – May 5, 2017

Grace, Skip, Stacey and Katie

FAMILY 
ALBUM 

DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY BY 10 AM

SPACE 
FOR RENT

ENJOY PEACE AND QUIET of small town living with convenience 
of city short 15 minute drive. All brick 2 + 2 bungalow, completely 
finished, 1.5 garage centrally located to grocery, post office, library, 
Dr’s office, bank. Spacious, open-concept & bright, includes 
appliances. main floor laundry, master bedroom with walk-in closet 
and 3 pc ensuite, rec room. Basement walkup, large workshop. 
Deck, 2 driveways. A great home for entertaining. MLS.

$425,000

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 · 2-4pm
1116 Henry Street, Wellesley

WOLLE REALTY, BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Ruth Leeson
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Cell: 519-897-2040 · Bus: 519-747-2040
Email: ruthleeson@royallepage.ca

CALL 1 888 2 DONATE for more information or to book an appointment.  Visit www.blood.ca

7278 LINE 86, WALLENSTEIN, ON

Wallenstein General Store Inc.

UNIQUE ONE STOP SHOPPING

Groceries • Hardware • Giftware
Books • Drygoods • Postal Outlet

519-669-2231

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 6am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

ELMIRA BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

This Elmira Blood Donor Clinic 
announcement is brought to you by 

these community-minded businesses
announcement is brought to you by 

these community-minded businesses

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126  |

Give Blood …
 to save lives.
The Next Elmira Clinic: at Lion’s Hall, Elmira

Friday, September 29th, 2017 from 2-8pm 

EDWARDS, JANICE MARIE | Died peacefully on Sunday, September 17, 2017 surrounded by her 
family at Campbell House Hospice, Collingwood in her 68th year. Local relative is her son 
Brad Edwards of Elmira.

EENKOOREN, ANNIE | Passed away peacefully on Monday September 4, 2017 at Freeport 
Hospital, Kitchener, Annie Eenkooren of New Dundee in her 84th year. Local relatives are 
her daughter Lydia Lingelbach and her  husband Don of Wellesley.

FRITZ, ART | At Innisfree House, Kitchener, on Friday, September 8, 2017, Mr. John Arthur ‘Art’ 
Fritz of Cambridge and formerly of Listowel, in his 76th year. Local relative is his daughter 
Merrie Lee of Elmira.

RUNSTEDLER, ALVIN | 83, of Linwood passed away on Sunday, September 17, 2017 at St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Kitchener. 
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LIVING HERE
LAW ENFORCEMENT / POINT OF CONTACT

THE FIRST DAY OF fall is 
here, but I’m still hanging 
on to summer. Thankfully, 
the weath-
er has 
allowed 
us a few 
stolen 
moments 
to swim at the 
lake and enjoy some 
heat. The kids have been 
enjoying the amazing new 
splash pad at Gibson Park. 

The tomatoes and basil 
are enjoying the heat too 
– the garden is brimming 
with Roma tomato, cherry 
tomato and yellow taxis! 

This makes for a tasty 
appetizer or sa-

voury bread. 
When 

using fresh 
local in-

gredients, 
cooking sim-

plifies itself. 
Basil and tomato are best 
of friends, in the garden 
and in the kitchen. 

Enjoy the late-coming 
heat of summer. Steal away 
to the backyard and taste 
local and fresh; support 
your local growers. 

Happy cooking!

Tomatoes 
and basil 
make a 
great 
pairing 
just now

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

FAISAL ALI

COMMUNITY | 27

WITH THE WATERLOO RE-
GIONAL Police decision to 
reinstate a sergeant for the 
rural townships, Kelly Gib-
son thinks she’s found the 
perfect fit.

Sitting at the Elmira Tim 
Hortons with a coffee and a 
bag of cookies, Sgt. Gibson 
is approached by a man. He 
smiles at her warmly and 
thanks her for her service be-
fore going on his way. Later, 
someone recognizes Gibson, 
who is dressed in her full po-
lice officer’s ensemble, and 
comes by to say ‘hi’ and offer 
another cookie from a box, 
which Gibson has to politely 
decline.

That’s the great thing 
about rural policing, ob-
served Gibson, that just 
doesn’t compare to any-
where else.

“People are very support-
ive of the officers out here, 
and they like to show it,” she 
says.

“Living in rural, (it’s) the 
way the community em-
braces the officers out here,” 
she says about the distinct 
attraction of working in the 
townships. “But mainly, it’s 
being able to be part of the 
community.”

Gibson is the new rural 
sergeant for northern town-
ships. It’s a role that was re-
introduced after the Water-
loo Regional Police Services 
(WRPS) changed up their 
organizational structure this 
year – and it’s a role that very 
much puts Gibson at the 
forefront of the department’s 

Sgt. Kelly Gibson happy to be the public face as WRPS reorganizes its North Division

connection with the public.
As rural sergeant, Gibson 

is a leader to the officers in 
townships, as well as a liai-
son between the police and 
wider community. It’s a role 
that’s still evolving.

“I’d say it’s more political,” 
says Gibson about her new 
role. “You’re out in the public 
view more. You meet regu-
larly with the townships, 
and you get a lot of feedback 
from them. You want to 
build the relationships with 
the community partners.”

With her prominent role 
in the community, more 
than a few people will be 
getting to know a little some-

thing about Gibson. She may 
be a small town (or town-
ship) police officer by day, 
but in her down time Gibson 
likes to get out of town ... 
way out of town.

“I love adventure travel,” 
says the Wilmot Township 
resident, in what may be 
something of an understate-
ment. Gibson has mountain 
biked the famous – or infa-
mous – Death Road in Boliv-
ia, gone horseback riding in 
the Andes mountains, a sa-
fari in Nagaland, India, and 
competed at the ITU World 
Duathlon Championships in 
Edinburgh, Scotland in 2010.

“I did horrible, but it was 

a fantastic experience,” she 
laughs about the champion-
ships. During her time in 
Bolivia and India, Gibson 
volunteered on eye projects, 
helping fit eye glasses with 
the Medical Ministries Inter-
national Canada organiza-
tion.

Gibson has worked the 
rural beat in the region for 
years, but in her new role as 
the rural sergeant for North 
Division, which encompass-
es Woolwich, Wellesley and 
Wilmot, she’s working to get 
the police service engaged in 
the community as much as 
possible. Whether that’s at-
tending events, reaching out 

to the schools, managing a 
Twitter account (which she 
admits she’s still getting 
used to), or just spend-
ing some time with the 
residents.

“We’re setting up a 
reading program with 
the library branches out in 
the townships where we’ll 
have an officer read to the 
kids,” says Gibson, giving 
an example of how the local 
police are able to interact 
with the wider public. She’s 
keen to promote their work, 
not just to the public but to 
her colleagues as well.

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Sgt. Kelly Gibson is responsible for the rural patrols in Waterloo Regional Police’s North Division, including Wellesley, Wilmot and Woolwich townships. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Changes put the community 
back in rural policing

Tel: (519) 669-1082
Fax: (519) 669-3084

info@leroysautocare.net
20 Oriole Parkway E., Elmira, ON

www.leroysautocare.net
Accredited  

Test & Repair Facility

WE’RE HERE TO HELP!
As summer fades, life gets even busier. 
Whether it is taking your kids to hockey 
practice or making it to work on time we 
want to help. At Leroy’s Auto Care our goal 
is to make taking care of your vehicle as 
stress free and convenient as possible. Feel 
free to talk to one of our service advisors to 
discover the tools in place for assistance.

– Shavonne



LIVING HERE | 25THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2017

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

SEPTEMBER 25

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT Woolwich Memorial 
Centre, 24 Snyder Ave, Elmira, 12 p.m. Community 
Care Concepts invites you to join us for a light lunch 
and fellowship, $6. Call 519-664-1900 or toll free: 
1-855-664-1900 by noon September 21 to sign up.

SAFETALK WORKSHOP ON SUICIDE at Gale 
Presbyterian Church at 7-10 p.m. Seating is limited. 
Free-will offering. Call the church to reserve your 
seat: 519-669-2852.

MAKING BABY FOOD. LEARN how to make and store 
your own baby food. Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, St. Jacobs from 1-2:30 p.m. Babies welcome.

SEPTEMBER 27

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT Linwood 
Community Centre, 12 p.m. Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us for lunch, fellowship 
and entertainment, $11. Call 519-664-1900 or toll 
free: 1-855-664-1900 by noon September 25 to sign 
up.

OCTOBER 3

BUILDING RESILIENCY: DEALING WITH Life’s 
Challenges. Explore various approaches to coping 
with and riding the waves of life. Learn how 
self criticism can keep us stuck in detrimental, 
automatic patterns. Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, St. Jacobs from 7-9 p.m.

OCTOBER 4

“YOUNG AT HEART” EUCHRE Tournament. Whether 
you are a seasoned player or just learning. Please join 
us and bring a friend to the St. Clements Community 
Centre from 1-4 p.m.

OCTOBER 5

DRAYTON UNITED CHURCH TURKEY Supper from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. at P.M.D. Community Centre, Drayton. 
Tickets are at the door. Adults $15, children 5-12 yrs $5, 
preschoolers free.

OCTOBER 11

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING. COMMUNITY Care 
Concepts invites you to join us for lunch, fellowship 
and entertainment at Calvary United Church, St. 
Jacobs at noon, $11. Call 519-664-1900 by noon 
October 10 to sign up.

OCTOBER 12 

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN – 10:30 a.m. Woodside Bible 
Fellowship, 200 Barnswallow, Elmira. “Still With Us” 
former refugee’s life story offers hope – Msenwa 
Oliver Mweneake. “Tone of Joy” music by Tonia-Joy 
Skipper. Suggested donation $7 includes lunch. For 
information call 519-669-8752.

NEW HORIZONS A GROUP for boomers, zoomers and 
seniors. Join us at 10 a.m. at the Maryhill Community 
Centre. Joe Mancini, social advocate from the 
Working Centre. Topic: Creative Spirit - Engaging in 
Creative Action for Social Justice.

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB. COMMUNITY Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a light lunch and fellowship 
at Breslau Community Centre at noon. $6. Call 519-
664-1900 by October 10 to sign up.

OCTOBER 13

COMMUNITY CAN DINE AT Trinity United Church, 
Elmira, 6-7:30 p.m. Where the community comes 
together to meet and eat! Join us for Thanksgiving 
Turkey dinner. Free of charge. Donations accepted 
to cover the cost of dinner.

OCTOBER 16

HEART HEALTHY EATING. LEARN ways to improve 
your cholesterol level and your overall health. Find 
easy ways to modify your diet. Join jus from 1:30-
3:30 p.m. at Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
St. Jacobs.

OCTOBER 18

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB. COMMUNITY Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for a light lunch and fellowship 
at the Wellesley Community Centre at noon, $6. Call 
519-664-1900 by October 16 to sign up.

OCTOBER 20

BLADDER AND BOWEL CONTROL as We Age. 
Presented by Nimmy Thomas, registered 
physiotherapist, focused on pelvic health. Join 
us from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs.

REACH
OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:00 am: Sunday School
10:15 am: Worship

Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

519-669-1296 | www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira 

Sunday Services

9:15 | 11:00 AM

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Speaker: Matt Robinson

God Unboxed

Sunday, Sept. 24th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Service of Singing 
and Music

Fred Lichti preaching

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973
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ACROSS
1. Bartender’s supply
5. Great, in “Variety” 
headlines
10. Voids
15. Pixar film about Carl 
Fredricksen
16. Half a sawbuck
18. Diamond decision
19. Tennyson poem
20. Memory unit, for short
22. “Not a moment ___ 
soon!”
24. Word in a simile
25. Regularly used contrac-
tion
26. Downed a sub, say
27. Hidden means of 
support?
28. A long, long time
30. She may feel cooped up
32. Happening
33. Like Santa’s cheeks
35. Letter opener
37. Band with the hit 
“Barbie Girl”

39. Tagged player
40. A kind of crowd
41. The whole enchilada
43. Belonging to me
44. Out of practice
46. What you used to be
47. Beatles, “Let it ___”
48. Yours truly
49. Stalk
52. Exclamation associated 
with Keanu Reeves
53. Cellist Yo-Yo
54. Talk effusively
55. Jersey call
56. Hawaiian tuber
57. Atomic number 2
58. Warp’s partner
59. “You said it, brother!”
60. Tribute, of sorts
61. The “se” in per se
62. ___ nitrate
63. Word before large
65. Chester White’s home
66. Live wire, so to speak
67. “Just say __”

68. “Fantasy Island” prop
70. “Out of the question”
72. “Cogito, ___ sum”
DOWN
1. Many were carried away 
by it and lost their heads
2. Coordinated gene cluster
3. Word before only
4. Commend
6. “__ Thee I Sing”
7. J.F.K. overseer
8. Drop a line?
9. Completes ‘either’
10. Get-up-and-go
11. Year of our Lord
12. Shade of blue
13. Final: Abbr.
14. Sharp as a tack
17. Alphabet soup letter, e.g.
21. Kind of station
23. “A Chorus Line” number
25. Judicial investigation
29. Brazilian dance
31. BOGO item?
32. Words of commitment

34. Google alternative
36. Reuben bread
38. Canada’s closest 
neighbour, abbr.
42. Grassland
45. Scrumptious
46. Ominous
50. “O Sanctissima,” e.g.
51. Elephant’s weight, 
maybe
52. Large amount of money
53. Big Apple attraction, 
with “the”
54. Hair raiser?
56. “Sesame Street” 
watcher
57. Conversation starter
58. The royal I
59. FM alternative
64. Apprentice
65. ‘86 Peter Gabriel album
66. _____ and Gabbana
69. Ring bearer, maybe
71. Toronto, for short

These glasses might do the trick, but need a lot of work to be fashionable

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. One is formed from 
typographical marks, the 
other is an image. One 
has a small set of sam-
ples, the other has some 
1900 vetted items. One 
can be language specifi c, 
the other is recognizable 
to users worldwide. What 
is being compared here?

A. Emoticons and emojis, 
and they are not the same, 
says Douglas Heaven in 
“New Scientist” magazine. 
Emoticons, such as the smi-
ley “:)” or sad “:(” face, are 
composed of standard key-
board symbols, while emojis 
are small images which can 
be embedded in text and are 
widely available on smart 
phones and such. 

As cognitive linguist 

Vyvyan Evans says in his 
book “The Emoji Code,” 
emojis can be viewed as 
“the first truly global form 
of communication: 3.2 bil-
lion people use the internet, 
three-quarters via smart-
phones equipped with emo-
jis, and over 90% of social 
media users communicate 
via emojis.” Not surpris-
ingly, the US-based Unicode 
Consortium, dominated 
by giants like Apple and 
Google, control the mul-
tistage vetting so Western 
influence is also dominant: 
“food is especially skewed 
by US tastes, with glyphs for 
burgers and fries.”

Emojis, Evans points 
out, are not a language 
per se, since they have no 
grammar capable of being 
shaped into more complex 
units of meaning. But 
they provide “nuance to 
text-based messages,” just 
as facial expressions and 

gestures do in face-to-face 
conversation.
Q. With round lenses set 
in super-thick frames, 
these eyeglasses are defi -
nitely not cool-looking 
but they’re indisputably 
state of the art. How so?
A. Their “smart” lenses 
are made of liquid glyc-
erin encased in clear 
rubber and will automati-
cally focus on whatever the 
wearer is looking at, says 
Stephen Ornes in “Science 
News” magazine. Accord-
ing to one of the design-
ers, University of Utah 
graduate student Nasmul 
Hasan, an app downloads 
one’s eyeglass prescription 
to the frames, which then 
send out light pulses that 
bounce off  whatever is in 
front of the wearer — say, 
perhaps, a smartphone 
screen — to calculate the 
distance. Finally, tiny 
motors bend the lenses as 

the prescription dictates. 
“Voila! The text will come 
into focus.”

University of Central 
Florida engineer Tracy Xu 
sees potential for these 
“tunable, liquid lenses 
to be turned into ‘instant 
prescription eyewear’… 
particularly useful in emer-
gencies and in poor coun-
tries, where a whole family 
might use one pair as a 
backup for broken glasses.” 

And, Hasan further ex-
plains, the team’s prototype 
can switch its focus from 
one object to another in 
just 14 one-thousandths of 
a second, helpful for those 
who suffer multiple eye 
problems where a single 
pair of glasses isn’t suffi-
cient. But given that these 
new glasses are three times 
as heavy as ordinary eye-
glasses and rather ugly, 
next is to make them lighter 
and more fashionable.

Q. Have you been to the 
dentist recently to have 
a cavity fi lled? How long 
ago might such a ques-
tion have been relevant?

A. Perhaps as many as 
13,000-14,000 years ago. A 
team led by Italian biologi-
cal anthropologists Grego-
rio Oxilia and Stefano Bena-
zzi reported that “a stone 
tool had apparently been 
used to remove decayed 
dental tissue from the tooth 
of a man who lived in Italy 
14,000 years ago,” perhaps 
the only known example of 
dental treatments by Stone 
Age hunter-gatherers, says 
Bruce Bower in “Science 
News” magazine. Another 
two human teeth dating 
from between 13,000 and 
12,740 years ago “bear signs 
of someone having scoured 
and removed what must 
have been infected soft, 
inner tissue,” then the area 

was covered with bitumen, 
a sticky, tarlike substance 
Stone Age folks used to at-
tach stone tools to handles, 
says Benazzi.

Microscopic study of de-
cayed tissue in the dental 
remains of six specimens 
revealed scrape marks and 
flaking, produced when 
someone used a pointed 
stone implement to widen 
cavities before removing 
tissue. Dark bits of material 
on cavity walls included 
bitumen, which might have 
protected the treated tis-
sue from further infection, 
suggests Benazzi. And if 
all of this scrape-and-coat 
treatment sounds painful, 
it probably was.
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COMMUNITY: Rural policing is 
just the right fit for new sgt.
FROM | 24

“I really want to show the 
(WRPS) organization and the 
public the great work that 
the officers are doing.”

Some may prefer the 
faster paced life of the big 
city, but for Gibson, her pas-
sion is rural policing. She’s 
been with the department 
for almost 25 years, starting 
as a cadet in Cambridge, and 
having the opportunity to 
work both in the cities and 
out in the townships. When 
the position of rural sergeant 
was reinstated for the town-
ships, Gibson jumped at the 
opportunity. It’s in the town-
ships, she says that she can 

really help people.
“It makes me think about 

how lucky I am right now 
in having the opportunity 
at this time in my career to 
come out here and hopefully 
make a difference.”

The job role is still rather 
fluid, explains Gibson, be-
cause the position is still 
so new. But the goal is, she 
explains, as it says on all the 
police cruisers: people help-
ing people.

“In a broad statement it’s 
improving that profile of 
rural policing. We want to 
make sure the community 
knows we’re here and knows 
we’re working for them, pro-
viding the best service.”

the sides of the bowl. 
Drizzle olive oil in a large 

bowl to grease it and place 
the dough ball in. Cover 
with cellophane and put in 
a warm spot to proof. 

Once doubled in size, 
remove from the bowl and 
divide dough into 3 balls.

Dust counter with flour 
and roll dough out until it is 
1-1/2” thick. Long oval shape 
or round, you choose. 

Place on a parchment-
lined pan. Cover and allow 
to rise for about 30 min-
utes until it is double the 
height. Use your fingers to 
dimple the dough. 

Drizzle the dough with 
olive oil. 

Toss assorted tomato in 
bowl with chopped basil, 
sliced red onion and olive 
oil. Place tomato on the 
top of the bread. Top with 
crumbled goat cheese and 
season with sea salt and 
pepper. 

Bake in oven at 400 F for 
the first 10 minutes and 
turn down to 350 F to finish 
the baking process. 

Pull out bread and allow 
to cool. 

Enjoy on its own or with 
salad.

Cracked Pepper, 
Goat Cheese 
and Tomato 
Flat Bread 
2 cups lukewarm water 
1 Tbsp. local honey
1 Tbsp. dry active yeast 
6 Tbsp. olive oil
5 – 5-1/2 cups unbleached 
flour
1 tsp. cracked black pepper
2 tsp. rosemary, chopped 
2 tsp. thyme, chopped 
1 tsp. sea salt 

Topping:
1 pint assorted cherry toma-
toes, cut in half 
2 Tbsp. sliced red onion 
2 Tbsp. olive oil 
1 tsp. balsamic vinegar 
1 Tbsp. chopped basil
4 oz crumbled goat cheese 
Salt and pepper 

In a glass measuring cup, 
add warm water, dissolve 
in honey then add yeast. 
Allow the yeast to feed and 
bubble. Pour into mixing 
bowl with dough hook. 

Add flour, pepper, herbs, 
lastly add the salt. 

Turn the mixer on and 
off to avoid a flour mess 
in the kitchen, then knead 
until the bowl is shiny, 
smooth  and the dough 
comes in a ball away from 

CHEF’S TABLE: Summertime 
arrives just in time for harvest
FROM | 24

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
Elmira, ON

920 St. David St. N.
Fergus, ON

Call us today! 519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551519-669-5551 www.realitybytescomputers.com
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$32999

SPECIAL
LENOVO T510 15.6” 

WIN-7 LAPTOP

$$
FAST INTEL i5 PROCESSOR 

4GB RAM, 320GB HD

$29999

SPECIAL
TOSHIBA R940 14”

WIN-7 LAPTOP

$$
FAST INTEL i5 PROCESSOR 
4GB RAM, 320GB HD, WebCam

• 7:00 am Pancake 
   & Sausage Breakfast
• Tour of Wellesley 
   Apple Butter & Cider Mill
• Craft & Farmer’s Market

• Farm Tours
• Puppet Show & Pony Rides
• Kids Amusements
• Eric Traplin 9:45-10:30 am
• Live Music 

• Antique Car & Tractor 
   Parade 12:00 pm
• Smorgasbord Lunch 
   10:30 am-2:00 pm
• And Much More!

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2017SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2
Wellesley Apple Butter & Cheese Festival

Visit www.wellesleyabcfestival.ca for the full list of events! 

A Unique Country ExperienceA Unique CountryCountry ExperienceA Unique

Commercial TavernCommercial TavernCommercial TavernThe

T HE HO M E  OF  L IVE  C OUN T RY MUS IC

CALL AHEAD FOR ADVANCED SEATING.
FOOD AVAILABLE BEFORE, DURING & AFTER THE SHOW 

Old Timey Country Music, Professional Square Dance Instruction, 
Lots of Fun and Laughter … with a Step Back in Time!

GOLDEN
COUNTRY
CLASSICS
BAND FEATURING 

Fiddlin’ Sam Leitch
(Stompin’ Tom)

SUN, SEPT 24th

DOORS OPEN

@ 2:30
food also
available

$10 PER
PERSON

SHOW

3-6pm
food also
available

PER
PERSON

1303 Maryhill Rd., Maryhillcommercialtavern.ca 519-648-3644

CELEBRATIONS ARE IN ORDER IN HEIDELBERG

The Heidelberg Community Centre had its grand opening September 9 with a ribbon-cutting ceremony. Amongst the attendees were members of Heidelberg Recreation Association who 
helped the project through to fruition [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 11AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

HOT NEW PRODUCT!

NEW! 12MM THICK
GRAY LAMINATE

$147
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99
/SQ FTFROM

100% WATERPROOF!

AC4-4MM
CLICK VINYL

$157
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99
/SQ FTFROM

WOW! HOT BUY!

HANDSCRAPED
SOLID BAMBOO

$177
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99
/SQ FTFROM

HOT NEW PRODUCT!

GLASS & MARBLE 
BACKSPLASH

$397
REG 13.99REG 13.99REG 13.99REG 13.99REG 13.99REG 13.99

/SQ FTFROM

IN STOCK

 SEPTEMBER 21st TO 24th 
4 DAYS ONLY

SEPTEMBER SUPER 
--SALE--

9AM 9PM

FRIEZE CARPET

$127
REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99
/SQ FTFROM

PLUS NO TAX!

PLUS NO TAX!

IN STOCK

IN STOCK
IN STOCK

IN STOCK

FRIDAY
SATURDAY

SUNDAY

9AM
9AM
11AM

THURSDAY 9AM 9PM
9PM
6PM
5PM

SALE HOURS

MONDAY
TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
9AM
9AM

9PM
9PM

OUR HOURS
9AM 9PM

$685’x 8’ 
STARTING

FROM

KW’S LARGEST
SELECTION!

OVER 1,000 
RUGS IN STOCK!

PLUS NO TAX!

PLUS NO TAX!

AREA 
RUGS!

“Please don’t make us 
wait for a dog to attack one 
of our children before you 
do anything,” she said, not-
ing the dog remains un-
muzzled and is not always 
on a leash, with no fencing 
separating most of the 
large yards in the area.

Natasha Felder, the 
dog’s owner, said she and 
her husband are willing 
to make reparations, but 
argued that muzzling isn’t 
necessary. She challenged 
assertions the dog is a pit 
bull-cross, adding that the 
neighbours are welcome to 
come talk to them directly.

“We’ve done everything 
that we possibly can as a 

tenant. We are not looking 
to escalate this any fur-
ther,” she said.

Coun. Mark Bauman 
suggested that the dog be 
leashed at all times when 
it’s outside, as the neigh-
bours need assurances that 
their kids are going to be 
safe while playing outdoors.

“On their behalf, I’m ask-
ing you right now,” he said 
of keeping the dog leashed 
for the neighbours’ sake.

“Dogs will do things on 
their own. They have their 
own minds,” he said, point-
ing out that an animal can 
act in the moment, despite 
its owner.

Coun. Murray Martin 
asked Felder if she’d con-

sidered getting rid of the 
dog, suggesting that might 
be the best solution.

“If that dog ever gets 
hold of a child, you would 
wish that you would have 
got rid of him.”

Felder said she has con-
sidered that option.

Coun. Patrick Merlihan, 
saying he empathizes with 
the neighbours, called for 
the issue to be dealt with in 
a timely manner.

“I really hope this investi-
gation can get moved along.”

Chief administrative offi-
cer David Brenneman said 
he would keep councillors 
apprised of developments 
ahead of the next meeting 
in October.

DOG: Council sympathetic to neighbours’ worries
FROM | COVER

Safe Caring Inclusive School 
team. “And that was part of 
being safe, caring, inclusive: 
making sure everyone was 
included in it. It wasn’t a 
teacher initiative put on to 
students; it was ‘we are all 
going to be part of it.’”

Martin has been part of 
the SCIS team for three years 
now. The group hosts four as-
semblies throughout the year 
where they engage students 
across all grades to partici-
pate in various activities that 
promote a safe and inclusive 
community at school. 

The team selected two 
benches directly beside the 
play structure in their yard 
to transform for the project. 

“When we looked at the 
benches, we already had 
these two wooden benches 
right outside of the play-
ground. We thought ‘per-
fect,’” she said, noting 
that placement beside the 
playground allows for great 
visibility. 

Each of the classes were 
brought over to the yellow-
painted benches and asked 
to place a painted print on. 
As principal Brian Beney 
explained, this provided a 
multitude of benefits for 
students.

“The fact that every 
student had a chance to go 
out there, they now know 
where it is, they know what 
it all about and they are a 
part of it. It’s not this for-
eign thing out there,” he 
said. “The school commu-
nity has really embraced 
it.”

Although they were 
unsure if they would have 
enough room to be totally 
inclusive, the 734 students 
prints and close to 65 staff 
were all able to find their 
spot on the two benches.

“We celebrated that it is a 
part of all of us and that we 
can all use it,” said Martin. 

For her, the benches pro-
vide an opportunity to help 
kids find a place to fit in, 
at a time in life that can be 
extremely difficult to do so.

“We all have those mo-
ments where you feel like 
you don’t fit in, you don’t 
belong, or are just having 
one of those days – it is a 
spot where you can just 
maybe meet a new person,” 
she said. “It is a choice to 
say, ‘well, maybe I am go-
ing to sit and meet some-
one else and make a new 
friend.’ Maybe have a new 
friend, a new experience, 
and it’s a way of indepen-

dently giving the kids the 
choice to seek more. It is 
giving them a solution on 
their own.”

She hopes it will also 
provide an opportunity 
to facilitate cross-grade 
friendships. Given that 
Wellesley is a larger school, 
the committee looks for 
ways to provide a connec-
tion among the student 
population from kindergar-
ten to Grade 8.

New to Wellesley PS this 
year, Beney says it is a great 
way to deal with the barri-
ers a large school faces.

“Being a large school 
community with over 700 
students, it really helped 
break down some walls and 
barriers and realize you 
know this school is really 
welcoming. It’s all about 
caring. It’s all about includ-
ing others and it’s all about 
reaching out because we do 
have a number of new stu-
dents who come through 
our doors,” he explained.

“It has been great for this 
school and we are looking 
forward to seeing it con-
tinue to be used and be an 
opportunity for students to 
reach out to others and re-
ally build some bridges and 
establish new friendships.”

BENCH: A way to promote sense of school spirit
FROM | 3

A MODEL OF GOOD FUN

The K-W Flying Dutchmen Air Show was held Sept. 9-10 at the Waterloo Rod and Gun Club. A fleet of scale-model airplane replicas took to 
the skies above the fields, performing stellar aerial acrobatics. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]


