
www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

519-669-3232 

35 Howard Avenue,
ELMIRA, ON

WE’VE GOT YOUR TIRES!
NEED WINTER TIRES?

FRESH TERM SHOULD MEAN FRESH IDEAS AT COUNCILCOMMENT
PAGE 6

SPORTS
PAGE 12

12 | 06 | 2018
VOLUME 23 | ISSUE 47

FIELD HOCKEY 
PLAYER OFF
TO  U.S. SCHOOL

A RECENT PURCHASE OF 
212-acres of farmland in 
Breslau is being described 
as a strategic investment 
in the region’s airport. 
Approved last month by 
Waterloo Region council, 
the $5.1-million purchase 
is being earmarked for a 
planned extension to the 
airport’s crosswind run-
away, which the region says 
is needed to improve cur-
rent air service and attract 
new carriers.

The current crosswind 
runway, which acts as an 
alternative landing spot for 
aircraft during unfavour-
able wind conditions, is 
too small to accommodate 
some of the larger aircraft 
coming into Breslau, notes 
Rod Regier, the region’s 
commissioner of planning.

A strong crosswind is 
enough to force the larger 
aircraft landing in Breslau 
to make costly diversions 
to other airports.

“The issue of the cross-
wind runway is a service 
issue regardless of whether 

$5.1-million land purchase 
‘strategic investment’ for 
airport, says region

REGIONAL COUNCIL / BRESLAU

Passenger totals down, losses up at 
Breslau facility, but offi  cials expect to 
see increase in demand in future

FAISAL ALI we have one flight or 
whether we have 20 flights 
a day. The other day, a 
WestJet flight was diverted 
to Hamilton because of a 
crosswind on a landing. 
So we need to have it re-
gardless of the service we 
have,” said Regier. “The 
lengthening of runway 
14-32 (the crosswind) 
is a matter of making 
sure we can consis-
tently deliver a safe 
aviation experience to 
everybody.”

While the land has 
been purchased, there is 
no date set for construction 
on the runway extension. 
Expenditures on airport 
infrastructure are typically 
tied to the airport’s passen-
ger count, with the airport 
having to hit certain targets 
before it gets additional 
funding. With every quarter-
million added to the passen-
ger-base, the airport triggers 
a new development stage.

The exception, however, 
is given for strategic invest-
ments like land purchases. 
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ELMIRA CROWDS WELCOME SANTA TO TOWN

Saturday brought both the arrival of December and, significantly, Jolly Ol’ Saint Nick himself. He was in the area for the Elmira Kiwanis Santa Claus Parade, which drew a big crowd to Arthur 
Street. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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HOURS:

MON-WED 9:30-5:30
THURS-FRI 9:30-7:00

SAT 9:30-5:30
1 Union St., Elmira

THE SHOPS AT ROXTON www.elmiragiftoutlet.com
519-669-3072519-669-3072

SURPRISE
GIFT SAVINGS!

ONNOWUNTILXMAS

*SELECT ITEMS - SEE STORE FOR DETAILS
ON

SAVE 40-65%
OFF REGULAR PRICE

*

The Woolwich Wildcats Minor Atom A 
hockey team recently won its division in 
the Nations Cup Tier II tournament 
November 23 - 25, 2018 in Detroit. 

A huge thank you to all of our sponsors who made this possible. 

From left to right
Front Row: Cohen Hamburger, Cohen Patterson
Second Row: Zach Wiseman, Rhys Taylor, Levi Adams, Jordan Martin, Josh Wraight, Thomas McCarthy
Third Row: Cameron Fisher, Matthew Kochut, Zach Carter, Colton Sinclair, Cruz Balog, Nolan Martin, Mason Gear
Coaches: Tim Taylor, Jason Hamburger, Dan Balog, Dave Gear, Greg Martin

Dave Clarke Plumbing K&D Services

Thank You!

Wellesley councillors read their oaths of office for the 2018-2022 municipal term during Tuesday night’s inaugural meeting.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

New term brings new priorities for Wellesley council
FAISAL ALI

TUESDAY’S COUNCIL 
MEETING MARKED the 
inaugural session of the 
2018-2022 municipal term, 
as Wellesley councillors 
renewed their oaths of of-
fice for the next four years. 
Though the faces around 
the table remained un-
changed – with Wellesley’s 
four councillors and mayor 
having all reclaimed their 
position from the previ-
ous term – the challenges 
they’ll be facing are not.

Mayor Joe Nowak, who 
was elected to his second 
term after a tight mayoral 
race in October, outlined 
some of the issues on the 
horizon for the new ses-
sion. On the docket includ-
ed problems and prospects, 
some universal to mu-
nicipalities across Ontario, 
some distinctly local.

“Early in the new year, 
we will decide if the sale of 
cannabis will be allowed 
through a bricks-and-mor-
tar type facility. We will be 
tasked to address the need 
for high-speed internet not 
only in Crosshill, Linwood 
and Hawkesville, but also 
at our own township office, 
where current service is 
woefully inadequate,” said 

Future development options and the need for aff ordable housing are among topics identifi ed at inaugural meeting

Nowak.
The new term would 

also bring a resolution 
to the region’s lengthy 
boundary rationalization 
process, initiated earlier in 
the year, with councillors 
having the final say where 
those boundaries will be 
drawn. The decision will 
establish the locations of 
future development such 
as residential subdivisions, 
and where there will be no 
changes. The decision will 
determine how and where 
the township will grow in 
the coming years.

“The region has com-
menced its official plan 
review, which will be 
followed by our own re-

view,” said Nowak. “I can’t 
emphasize enough the 
importance of this process. 
When completed, we will 
have the policy frame-
work necessary to address 
residential growth as well 
as employment land op-
portunities for the next ten 
years.”

Affordable housing was 
an issue that received 
significant attention and 
urgency during the Octo-
ber election, as residents 
voiced concerns of a short-
age of living options in the 
township. The problem was 
noted as being especially 
acute for new families with 
limited incomes interested 
in settling in the township, 

and seniors looking to con-
tinue living in their home 

towns. 
“Each of our commu-

nities requires a better 
mix of housing options,” 
said Nowak. “So with the 
provincial government 
committed to increasing 
housing supply across the 
province, we hope to find 
opportunities to address 
these needs.”

Also in the offing was 
the potential for a business 
improvement association 
(BIA) organization for the 
village of Wellesley, said 
Nowak.

“The business communi-
ty in the village of Welles-
ley has indicated that they 
will initiate discussion on 
the development of a BIA, a 

business improvement as-
sociation.”

The new challenges 
come in an uncertain 
environment, with a new 
provincial government 
at Queen’s Park, and an 
upcoming federal election 
next fall that could poten-
tially change government 
priorities in Canada signifi-
cantly.

“To the residents of 
Wellesley Township, I am 
grateful, privileged for this 
opportunity to serve you as 
mayor for my second term,” 
said Nowak. “I remain 
dedicated and committed 
to working with each of 
you to move this township 
forward.”

Mayor Joe Nowak wearing the chain of 
office.
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

THE ST. CLEMENTS WILD 
Goats, a local FIRST LEGO 
League robotics team, 
emerged atop the stand-
ings of a 24-team competi-
tion December 1 in Water-
loo.

Including all four divi-
sions (robot game, robot 
judging, project, and core 
values), the Wild Goats fin-
ished second overall in the 
league event. Because of its 
success, the team will be 
advancing to the Ontario 
West Provincial Champion-
ships in February.

FIRST (For Inspiration 
and Recognition of Sci-
ence and Technology) 

IT WAS AN UNEASY start to 
the new term for Wellesley 
councillors Tuesday night,  
as the returning politicians 
opened their inaugural ses-
sion mediating a conten-
tious argument between 
neighbours. 

Linwood residents Mark 
and Cobi Stecho appeared 

Linwood dog owners win appeal to muzzle order
Township council overturns order, but puts conditions on the decision in light of neighbours’ concerns

FAISAL ALI at council to request a re-
versal of an earlier decision 
by township bylaw enforce-
ment requiring their dog, a 
male boxer named Doug, to 
be muzzled outdoors.

The Stechos argued their 
dog was an excitable but 
harmless family pet, while 
neighbour Carey Soehner, 
who’s initial complaint 
sparked the intervention, 

claimed the animal to be a 
dangerous nuisance.

Soehner appeared as a 
delegation as well to re-
quest that the order, issued 
on September 27, be upheld 
and enforced by the town-
ship.

After hearing both sides 
of the story, councillors 
voted in a 3-2 decision 
to lift the order, instead 

requiring that the pet be 
supervised when outdoors. 
Failure to follow the ruling 
would reinstate the muzzle 
order.

“As a parent and a pet 
owner, it is my responsibil-
ity to ensure the safety of 
my children and pets,” said 
Soehner. “Due to the inci-
dents which have occurred 
with Mr. Stecho’s boxer, I 

cannot ensure that either 
of these responsibilities 
can be followed through.”

Soehner argued that the 
boxer had twice escaped 
from the Stechos’ property 
into her backyard. On one 
of these occasions, Soehner 
said Doug had attacked her 
own dog, Max, biting him.

The method of escape 
was contested by the 

neighbours, with Soehner 
saying she had witnessed 
Doug digging under the 
Stechos’ fencing through 
a gap created by a sloping 
gradient. The Stechos in 
turn claimed the dog had 
gotten out due to a mal-
function with their gate, 
which had been damaged 
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SERVICE CLUBS / GOOD DEEDS

St. Clements team latest wins earn spot in provincial robotics competition

Wild Goats earn provincial spot
Eight kids comprised the St. Clements Wild Goats robotics team, posing in front of their robot nicknamed “Billy the Goat.” The group were friends years before getting into robotics. Team 
members include Tyler MacDonald, Hudson Jantzi, Connor Jantzi, Kayia MacDonald, Brooklyn Alpaugh, Connor Cheng, Tanner Cheng and Beth Alpaugh. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

VERONICA REINER LEGO League robotics 
matches put to the test the 
engineering skills of par-
ticipants in Grades 4 to 8. 
The competition requires 
an entirely autonomous 
robot to complete as many 
tasks as possible within 
a two-and-a-half minute 
timeframe. The robot must 
be constructed entirely by 
Lego Mindstorm technol-
ogy. The Wild Goats man-
aged to finish six challeng-
es in a row, earning them 
the most points.

“The kids were so ec-
static,” said team coach 
Jason Jantzi of the results. 
“The excitement through 
the gym and the whole 
arena was pretty wild. 

People were cheering, and 
announcers were doing a 
play-by-play for the robots, 
and they have cameras of 
the robot projected up on 
the screen. There were fans 
in the bleachers cheering. 
It was pretty amazing.”

Each team has three tries 
to rack up as many points 
as possible – the highest 
score in those three tries is 
a team’s final score overall. 
On their third and final 
try, the St. Clements Wild 
Goats earned 150 points, 
the most out of the 24 
teams taking part. The sec-
ond place winner, the Ste-
motics Apollo 55, came in a 
close second at 148 points, 
while third place went to 

an Elmira team, the Space 
Chickens.

The Space Chickens also 
fared well, receiving the 
Robot Design award that 
recognizes a team that uses 
a mechanically sound, in-
novative robot capable of 
performing the challenge 
missions consistently and 
autonomously. Another 
local group, the St. Jacobs 
Super Stingers, came in 
11th in the robot game 
competition. 

The results were par-
ticularly rewarding to the 
St. Clements group, which 
formed a LEGO League 
team just a few months 
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THE LIONS’ MOTTO IS 
“we serve,” and that’s 
been on display of late.

In a month that saw the 
Woolwich Community 
Lions collect bags full of 
warm clothing for home-
less people in the region 
through a Toasty Toes 
campaign, and host the 
local finalists for the Li-
ons’ international peace 
poster contest, the club 
also had time to raise 
funds to provide someone 
in need with a service 
dog.

“Last week, we sent 
a cheque to the Lions 
Foundation of Canada to 
sponsor an autism assist 
dog, and if our money is 
received before the end 
of the year, it’s doubled,” 
explained Lion Nancy 
Booth. “So we sent $6,000, 
so when it’s doubled it 
will be $12,000, and that 
will cover the cost of 
sponsoring an autism as-
sist dog.”

The money was raised 
through the club’s earlier 
Halloween dance, which 
was run in partnership 
with the Elmira fire sta-

Woolwich Lions 
raise funds to 
provide support 
dog for autism

FAISAL ALI tion, with the profits from 
the event going towards 
the new guide dog.

It’s the fifth service dog 
the Woolwich Lions have 
been able to purchase 
since 2007, ensuring chil-
dren receive their service 
animals without expense. 
At $6,000 a dog, the 
costs can be immense for 
families in need, and the 
demand for these animal 
companions has outpaced 
the supply.

Like the more conven-
tional seeing-eye dogs, 
service dogs too are 
trained to aid children, 
as well as adults, with 
autism. The animals are 
trained from an early age 
to provide comfort and 
support, reduce stress 
in social situations and 
diminish aggression in 
children on the autism 
spectrum. 

The Lions Foundation 
of Canada Dog Guides 
dedicates itself to provid-
ing children and youth 
aged 3 to 12 across the 
country with service dogs 
at no charge, and since 
2009 have created a pro-
gram specifically training 
dogs for autism.
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519-669-0237

13 Walker St.,Elmira
(Next to Kindred Credit Union)

It's beginning to 
look a lot like 

Christmas!
Stop by and check 

out our retail area for

stocking
stuffers,

gift ideas
&  gift 

certificates.

When “That 
will never 
happen 
to me” 
happens.

1201022CN State Farm Canadian Head Office, Aurora, Ontario

I'm ready to help.

There’s never a good time for 
an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count 
on State Farm® to be there 
quickly so you can get your life 
back to normal.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Jeff Watkin, Agent
151 Frobisher Dr, Ste A204
Waterloo, ON  N2V 2C9
Bus: 519-886-4470
jeff.watkin.icjk@statefarm.com

The 212-acre purchase was 
for farmland on the north 
end of the crosswind run-
way, bounded by Fountain 
Street on the west side, 
Menno Street on the north, 
and the airport to the south 
and east. The acquisition 
followed two other pur-
chases in the past year, 
including a $4.1-million 
purchase of a 144-acre plot 
on the south end.

“That land is on the 
southwest end of the airport. 
It’s located between Foun-
tain Street and Kossuth, and 
it is a possible future loca-
tion for the terminal build-
ing. We’re currently evaluat-
ing a number of options for 
the future of the terminal, 
and that was one possibil-
ity,” explained Reiger.

“In addition, we wanted 
to make sure we’re able to 
control the land from en-
croachment. To the south, 
we will see some additional 
urban development be-
tween Kossuth and towards 
Cambridge,” he added. 
“We’ll see some residential 
development and some 
industrial development 
down there, and we wanted 
to make sure that didn’t 
encroach upon the airport.”

The upfront expendi-
tures on land, coupled with 
the yearly losses reported 
by the small airport –  
amounting to a $6 million 
expense, or 1.5 per cent of 
the tax levy – are expected 
by regional staff to payoff 
in the longer term.

Passenger counts have 
fluctuated significantly 
over the years as well, 
peaking at 153,000 in 2015, 

before dropping by 25,000 
in 2016 after the loss sched-
uled American Airlines 
flights to Chicago. The 
numbers are a far-cry from 
the 250,000 passengers 
needed for the next stage of 
development.

“However, we’re pretty 
confident that in the next 
year or two, we’re going to 
be seeing more air service. 
And the reason is that air 
service demand continues 
to grow in southern On-
tario,” said Regier. “We have 
Pearson growing at an as-
tonishing rate in terms of its 
passenger volume. We have 
three ULCC (ultra-low cost 
carriers) currently in expan-
sion or development mode, 
plus Swoop, which is the 
fourth one, which is owned 
by WestJet and is currently 
flying out of Hamilton.”

Increasing demand at 
Pearson airport is expected 
to have some spillover 
into smaller neighbouring 
airports as the Toronto air-
port reaches its maximum 
capacity. Simultaneously, 
a rise in ULCC’s in Canada 
will likely benefit smaller 
airports as the inexpensive 
carriers search for savings 
that larger airports like 
Pearson can’t offer

“So the nature of air traf-
fic – air passenger service 
– is changing quite quickly 
right now in southern On-
tario,” said Regier.

The 212 acres of farm-
land are currently being 
rented out to producers 
while the Region of Water-
loo International Airport 
looks to hit the 250,000 
passengers needed to begin 
the first development stage 
in its master plan.

AIRPORT: Future expansion
FROM | COVER

ago. The group worked 
hard consistently, ramping 
up their practice schedule 
as the official game day 
neared. Although they are 
newcomers, their hard 
work really paid off.

“We were newbies,” said 
Jantzi. “But the kids really 
took to it, and were very 
interested – they learned 
a lot. I think they had a 
pretty unique design. We 
typically [practice] once a 
week, however before this 

competition it was more 
like a couple of nights a 
week.”

The judges clearly took 
notice, as the Wild Goats 
also received the Rising 
Star award that recognizes 
a team that they expect 
great things from in the fu-
ture. In addition, they won 
second for the Champions 
award, which takes all divi-
sions of the competition 
into account.

“We’ve been friends for 
seven years, and we’ve al-
ways called ourselves the 

LEGO LEAGUE: Local team finds itself moving up the ladder
FROM | COVER goats, so we decided to 

go with the Wild Goats,” 
said Brooklyn Alpaugh, 
a member of the team. 
“And we always climb 
higher.”

The team is made up of 
eight bright young kids, 
including several sets of 
siblings, who primarily met 
through school. 

“We wanted to thank 
the D&D Automation for 
all the help – like sponsor-
ship, the computers, and 
the boards,” added Connor 
Jantzi. “They also helped 

to provide mentors to our 
team.”

The LEGO League also 
nurtures teambuilding core 
values and looks at how 
these values can be applied 
to everyday life, includ-
ing discovery, innovation, 
impact, inclusion, and 
teamwork.

The FIRST LEGO League 
Ontario West Provincial 
Championship will take 
place on February 9 at the 
University of Waterloo. 
For more information visit 
www.firstlegoleague.org.

SOME FESTIVITIES TO MARK A NEW TERM OF COUNCIL

Woolwich council rolled out a little pomp for its inaugural session Tuesday night at Lions Hall in Elmira. Top, sworn-in were Scott McMillan, Larry Shantz, Sandy Shantz, Patrick Merlihan, Fred 
Redekop and Murray Martin. Below left, former mayor Bill Strauss put the chain of office on Sandy Shantz to start her second term, as new regional Chair Karen Redman looks on. Middle, 
longtime regional chair Ken Seiling, now retired, offers up some advice as he reflects on his 42 years in municipal politics. Right, Woolwich clerk Val Hummel and Mayor Shantz present a 
gift to Mark Bauman, who retired from council after 18 years representing Ward 2. [STEVE KANNON / THE OBSERVER]

$12.99PRIME RIB ROAST    

HAM AND TURKEY     

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - NOON

Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

/lb

/lb

Reg.$3.75 /lb

AAA OR HIGHER              

GROUND PORK   
SEASONED 

TURKEY ROAST    

/lb

$2.99BONE IN 

$6.49/lb

FRESH

BONELESS SEASONED OR PLAIN   
$4.49

WHITE BROWN

$2.99/lb
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POLICE BLOTTER

N O V E M B E R  2 7

4:17 PM | A 26-year-old 
Guelph man was riding an ATV 
in a field on Carmel Koch Road, 
Wilmot, when he lost control of the 
vehicle while manoeuvring around 
a fence.  The ATV rolled and ejected 
the drive, who was transported to 
hospital by ambulance with non-
life-threatening injuries.   

N O V E M B E R  2 8

4:30 PM | Wellington County 
OPP responded to a collision in-
volving two vehicles on Wellington 
Road 8, south-east of Drayton. It 
was reported that a sedan and 
pickup truck had collided head-on. 
Police, Mapleton Fire/Rescue and 

Christmastime a boom time for 
criminals, so Lock It or Lose It
WITH THE HOLIDAY SHOP-
PING season in full swing, 
police are warning drivers 
that their cars are prime 
targets for thieves looking 
to get their hands on your 
items before they even get 
put under the tree.

With that in mind, police 
have launched their Lock It 
or Lose It campaign to re-
mind everyone that leaving 
your vehicle unlocked may 
increase your chances of 
becoming a victim of theft.

During the campaign, 
police officers may ex-
amine parked vehicles in 
public places such as shop-
ping malls and/or public 
parking lots. An officer 
will place a small notice 
on the vehicle that has 
been checked to point out 
if safety precautions could 
have been taken and to of-
fer simple prevention tips 

for the driver to protect the 
vehicle and its contents 
from theft.

Police suggest you can 
help prevent theft by fol-
lowing these crime preven-
tion tips:

• Always roll up your ve-
hicle’s windows, lock the 
doors and pocket the key.
• If you have a garage, 
use it and lock the door 
as well as your vehicle.
• Always park your ve-
hicle in a well-lit area.
• Never leave valuable 
objects or packages in 
full view. Put them in the 
trunk.
• Never leave your ve-
hicle unattended while it 
is running.
In taking precautions 

to protect your vehicle 
and vehicle contents from 
theft, locking it up is your 
safest bet, they advise.

Guelph Wellington Paramedics Ser-
vice attended the scene, where the 
driver of the sedan, a 20-year-old 
Moorefield man, was pronounced 
dead. The driver of the pickup 
truck, a 35-year-old local man, was 
taken to hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries. The Wellington 
County OPP is asking anyone that 
may have witnessed this collision to 
please call 1-888-310-1122.

D E C E M B E R  1

2:30 PM | Wellington County 
OPP responded to several reports 
of a vehicle being operated in an 
aggressive, erratic, unsafe manner 
on Wellington Road 7 outside of 
Elora. Officers located the white 

pickup truck travelling southbound 
on Wellington Road 7 near Side 
Road 4 and conducted a traffic 
stop. While speaking with the male 
driver, officers formed the opinion 
that his ability to operate a motor 
vehicle was impaired by alcohol 
and he was placed under arrest and 
transported to a local OPP Operation 
Centre for further testing. As a result, 
the 22-year-old West Grey Township 
man was charged with ‘driving with 
over 80 mgs of alcohol in 100mL of 
blood’ and ‘impaired driving.’ A 90-
day administrative driver’s licence 
suspension and seven-day vehicle 
impoundment were initiated as per 

statute. He is scheduled to appear in 
Guelph Criminal Court on January 4.  

10:35 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police conducted a traffic 
stop on Notre Dame Drive in Wilmot 
Township after a motorist was 
clocked allegedly doing 150 km/h 
in a 80 km/h zone. A 30-year-old 
Wellesley man was charged with 
‘stunt driving - excess speed. His 
driver’s licence and vehicle were 
seized for seven days.

D E C E M B E R  2

9:41 AM | An 80-year-old 
Goderich man was driving his blue 

Local mayors take 
on new regional 
committees

As the new Waterloo Region council 
met for the first time last week, 
councillors divvied up duties for the 
various committees and boards an 
which they’ll serve for the next four 
years. That includes some new roles 
for Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz 
and her Wellesley counterpart, Joe 
Nowak, both of whom are their 
township’s sole representative on the 
upper-tier council.

Shantz will serve on the Waterloo 
Regional Police Services Board 
(WRPSB) in the coming term. The 
WRPSB lends oversight and civilian 
governance to the region’s police 
force. Shantz will also serve on the 
Kissing Bridge Trailway Advisory 
Committee, providing advice to the 
region’s councillors on decisions 
affecting the trail.

Wellesley Mayor Joe Nowak is set 
to serve on the 26-member Grand 
River Conservation Authority (GRCA), 
which draws its membership from 
across the watershed and manages 
the water and other services in 39 
municipalities. Nowak will also hold 

a position on the region’s Ecological 
and Environmental Advisory Commit-
tee (EEAC), which offers guidance on 
environmental issues.

Some 250 blood 
donors needed

Turkey, gifts and mistletoe aren’t 
the only thing in demand over the 
holidays. Unfortunately, there’s often 
a spike in the need for blood.

That fact has the organizers of 
local blood drives hoping for a 
strong turnout over the next month. 
Canadian Blood Services is needs 
100 donors at its Elmira donor centre 

(Dec. 28, 2:30-7:30 p.m. at Lions Hall), 
80 in Linwood (Jan. 4, 4-8 p.m. at the 
Linwood Community Centre), and 80 
at the Wellesley donor centre (Jan. 7, 
5-9 p.m. at the Wellesley Community 
Centre).

Donations tend to decrease during 
the holidays as regular blood donors 
often have seasonal commitments, 
travel plans or a change in their rou-
tine, the agency notes. Since blood 
products have a limited shelf life, the 
demand for blood never stops; cancer 
patients, accident victims, and people 
with blood disorders rely on blood 
transfusions every day. More than 250 
blood donations are needed over the 

three clinics to ensure local patients 
receive the blood they need.

To book an appointment today, 
locate a donor centre, check your 
eligibility and more download the 
GiveBlood app available on iOS or 
Android, visit www.blood.ca, or call 
1-888-2DONATE.

Bridge carol sing 
set for Monday

Looking to get into the festive 
spirit? The annual carol sing at the 
West Montrose goes Monday (Dec. 
10) at 7 p.m. and promises to truly 
kick off the holiday season.

Organized by the BridgeKeepers, 
the event features some old-
fashioned community spirit under 
the lights and shelter of the historic 
bridge. Song sheets, hot refresh-
ments and snacks are provided.

In the spirit of the season, partici-
pants are asked to bring donations 
of non-perishable food to be 
contributed to the Kiwanis Christmas 
Goodwill food drive. Caroling begins 
at 7 p.m. Don’t forget to dress for 
the weather. 

The BridgeKeepers, founded in 
2008, are a community organization 
committed to “preserving the 
covered bridge experience.”

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.
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Lexus west on Church Street east of 
Elmira when a deer ran across the 
road and struck the front driver’s 
corner of the vehicle. The driver 
was not injured and the deer fled 
into the bush. The vehicle was 
driven from the scene.  

6:50 PM | Waterloo Regional 
Police responded to a minor colli-
sion at the intersection of Snyder’s 
Road East and Notre Dame Drive 
in Wilmot Township. Anyone who 
may have witnessed the collision is 
asked to contact police at 519-570-
9777 extension 6397.

D E C E M B E R  4

6:34 AM | A resident of 
Orville Court in Hawkesville 
reported two females entering a 
vehicle in their driveway.  The first 
suspect is described as white, in 
her early 20s, with a slim build, 
and wearing a red winter coat 
with a toque and jeans.  The 
second suspect is described as 
white, early 20s, dark hair, slim 
build, and wearing a winter coat 
and jeans. They were observed 
leaving in an older white Toyota 
Camry or Lexus.   Police remind 
residents to lock their vehicles 
when unattended. 

in a storm; the Stechos 
added they had fixed the 
gate as soon as they de-
tected the problem and 
were certain Doug couldn’t 
escape again.

“The second incident 
in my backyard, my one-
year-old son was in the 
boxer’s line of attack,” said 
Soehner. “It is evident that 
the boxer is able to dig out 
of his fenced yard, and be-
cause of this and his aggres-
sive nature, he is a danger 
to my family and my pets.”

Soehner also accused 
Doug of once grabbing her 
foot from underneath the 
fence while she was work-
ing on her garden, “which I 
was able to release by stick-
ing a shovel underneath 
the fence towards his face.”

The Stechos, however, 
said their dog was not a 
vicious animal, but playful 
and friendly, and said the 

initial investigation by the 
township’s bylaw enforce-
ment officer had been in-
sufficient.

“To say that Doug ag-
gressively attacked and bit 
someone or another animal 
is a fabrication formulated 
by someone who clearly 
doesn’t like us or our pet 
boxer,” said Mark Stecho. 
“There has never been any 
proof of the complaints or 
reports made about Doug. 
We feel that reports were 
fabricated purely out of 
spite and the muzzle order 
was based on speculation 
and hearsay.”

Though councillors vot-
ed to overturn the muzzle 
order, the decision was 
far from unanimous. Carl 
Schmidt and Peter van der 
Maas supported maintain-
ing the muzzle order, while 
fellow councillors Shelley 
Wagner and Herb Neher 
sought another solution.

A review of video foot-

age provided by Soehner of 
Doug did little to settle the 
answer, with some council-
lors feeling the dog was dis-
playing signs of aggression, 
and the others suggesting 
the dog was simply excited.

Soehner said the boxer 
was often left in the Stecho 
yard without supervision 
during the workweek, 
prompting Wagner to sug-
gest foregoing the muzzle 
in favour of adult supervi-
sion.

“My only concern is that 
if the dogs are outside dur-
ing the working day that 
no one is there to observe 
them if they should get 
out,” said Wagner. “And we 
as pet owners have a re-
sponsibility to make sure, 
so I would say we should 
have some type of a condi-
tion that the dogs should 
not be left to their own 
devices during the working 
day when no one is home. 
Because Doug sounds like 

a little bit of a Houdini.”
Neher agreed, saying 

they could try Wagner’s 
proposal for a few months 
and see how well it worked. 
Schmidt, however, rejected 
the need to give the situa-
tion more time and voted 
against the proposal.

“I need to say I disagree 
strongly. There’s two inci-
dents where the dog was 
on the property. Even the 
videos, she’s taking those 
videos from quite a dis-
tance away, and the dog 
is snarling and jumping 
and acting really aggres-
sive. To me. But what do 
we have to wait for? Do I 
want my grandkids in that 
next-door yard with that 
dog? Not a chance.”

Breaking the tie was 
Mayor Joe Nowak who, 
while expressing confi-
dence in bylaw enforce-
ment’s investigation, 
nonetheless favoured the 
compromise.

MUZZLE: Council agrees to a trial run of supervision routine
FROM | 3
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NEWLY SWORN-IN AND BASKING in the 
holiday season, new councils in Woolwich 
and Wellesley had reason to celebrate this 
week. When they meet again for real starting 
in January, things won’t be so festive.

Woolwich councillors gathered Tuesday night at Li-
ons Hall in Elmira for a bit of pomp and circumstance 
to mark the official beginning of a new term. Two of the 
six members are newcomers. Over in Wellesley, the new 
bunch is exactly the same as the previous term of coun-
cil, so they’ll know exactly what to expect for the next 
four years.

Once the holidays are over, work begins in earnest, 
most notably with budget deliberations. Woolwich’s 
two new additions – Fred Redekop for Ward 2 and Scott 
McMillan in Ward 1 – will have the most catching up to 
do, as all the returned incumbents will have at least four 
budget periods under their belts.

But, as with the impending New Year’s resolutions, 
even the most experienced council members would be 
well served to use the start of a new term to take stock 
of what their roles mean. As with elected officials at 
any level, they’ll need to be cognizant of the fact they 
represent those who voted for them, those who didn’t, 
those who neglected to vote at all and the interests of the 
township as a whole. Often, the needs, wants and priori-
ties of those various groups will be in direct opposition 
to each other.

Yes, the hard part is yet to come.
Councillors are, of course, aware of some of the most 

pressing issues already on the table, including the infra-
structure deficit, rising operational expenses and levels 
of taxation outstripping inflation. Each of those will 
require council to take in a range of information and a 
variety of viewpoints. Decisions will not be easy.

The same is true of a host of other issues that are sure 
to arise over the next four years.

Ideally, citizens will see a more active body, working 
for the interests of the public rather than more passively 
administrative, more often dealing with staff reports 
than setting a policy agenda, 

That would be a positive development, particularly in 
Woolwich, where there’s been a drift away from council’s 
representative function. In Woolwich, there are expendi-
tures – some of the substantial – that provide few if any 
direct benefits to the public, but for the most part cuts 
would mean some service reductions to some residents. 
Leaders determined to set priorities would need to bal-
ance expectations with reasonable levels of taxation, 
essentially selling the merits of more prudent spend-
ing. That’s more work, however, than taking the easy 
road: spending more, and taxing everyone as a matter of 
course.

This is not a cue, however, for micromanagement; staff 
will continue to operate the “business” portion of the 
township. What should be different is the environment 
in which they’ll operate, one established by those elect-
ed to represent the will of the electorate, those who pay 
the bills and for whose benefit the entire structure exists.

In the early stages, the budget process is already un-
derway, and that will be the most pressing issue after the 
holidays. The approach councillors take to prioritizing 
expenses should help set the tone for their term, letting 
township residents know just how serious they are about 
reflecting what’s important to the community.

New council term 
a good time to take 
stock of priorities

“OUT OF THE CROOKED 
timber of humanity, no 
straight thing was ever 
made,” wrote Immanuel 
Kant in 1784. It is still true.

On Sunday, the 24th 
‘Conference of the Par-
ties’ – the 180 countries 
that signed the climate 
change treaty in Paris in 
2015 – opened in the Polish 
city of Katowice. The Pol-
ish government chose the 
venue, and it presumably 
selected Katowice because 
it is home to Europe’s big-
gest coal company. It was 
a thinly disguised show of 
defiance.

It’s not just Donald 
Trump who loves coal. It’s 
by far the worst of the fos-
sil fuels in terms of green-
house gas emissions, but 
Poland gets 75 per cent of 
its electricity by burning 
coal and it has no intention 
of changing its ways. In 
fact, shortly before COP24 
opened in Katowice, the 
Polish government an-
nounced that it is planning 
to invest in a large new 
coal-mine in the region of 

Trying to go straight, but stuck with crooked timber
Silesia.

Some 1,500 km to the 
west on the same day, in 
Paris, municipal workers 
were picking up the debris 
after the third and most 
violent weekend of protests 
against President Emman-
uel Macron. The demos 
are not as big as those of 
the great revolt of 1968, 
but they are certainly the 
biggest for decades even in 
this cradle of revolutions.

And what were the 
protesters (known as the 
‘gilets jaunes’ after the 
fluorescent yellow vests 
that French drivers must 
keep in their vehicles) pro-
testing about? In Paris and 
in other cities, they were 
building barricades, torch-
ing cars, and setting banks 
and houses on fire because 
Macron’s government has 
raised the tax on diesel fuel 
by 6.5 cents per litre.

This was on top of an in-
crease of 7.9 cents per litre 
earlier this year, and most 
French vehicles run on die-
sel, but the public’s reac-
tion does look a bit exces-
sive. The fact that Macron 
justified it as a ‘green’ tax 
intended to reduce fuel use 
only seemed to make the 
protesters angrier, and at 
least until the extreme vio-

lence of last Saturday the 
majority of French people 
supported them.

Poles clinging to coal 
despite the fact that the fog 
of coal smoke that envelops 
Polish cities in winter kills 
thousands every year, and 
ordinary people in France 
rioting for the right to go 
on burning cheap diesel in 
their cars despite a com-
parable death toll from at-
mospheric pollution there, 
suggest that the quest to 
cut greenhouse gas emis-
sions before global warm-
ing goes runaway faces 
even greater resistance 
than the experts feared.

Bear in mind that Poland 
and France are relatively 
well-educated countries 
that belong to the Euro-
pean Union, the region 
that has led the world in 
terms of its commitment 
to emission cuts. Neither 
country has the kind of 
climate-change denial in-
dustry, lavishly funded by 
fossil-fuel producers, that 
muddies the waters and 
spreads doubt about the 
scientific evidence in the 
United States. Neither the 
Poles nor the French are in 
denial. And yet ... 

Now, it’s true that Poles 
have a large collective chip 

on their shoulder for his-
torical reasons (their entire 
country was erased from 
the map for more than a 
century), so they often 
respond badly to being 
lectured by well-meaning 
foreigners. It’s also true 
that President Macron is 
arrogant and has a tin ear 
for public opinion. But nei-
ther nationalist resentment 
nor clumsy political lead-
ership are in short supply 
worldwide.

Bear in mind also that 
the emission cuts promised 
in the 2015 agreement will 
not actually come into ef-
fect until 2020: we have a 
mountain to climb and we 
are not even in the foothills 
yet. Much bigger sacrifices 
than a few cents extra on 
the price of diesel or an end 
to burning coal will be re-
quired before we reach the 
end of this process, if we 
ever do.

The question therefore 
arises: can we really expect 
that the relatively large 
(although still inadequate) 
cuts in emissions of carbon 
dioxide and other green-
house gases promised in 
Paris at the 2015 summit 
will ever gain the public 

DYER | 8

Woolwich officials hope not to repeat the court challenges that followed the 2014 election, staying off the naughty list.
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Ford seems intent on reducing accountability, rewarding friends, supporters

ELECTED ON THE 
STRENGTH of not being 
Kathleen Wynne – a ham 
sandwich, even without 
cheese or mustard, would 
have cleared that bar – 
Doug Ford appears to be on 
a fast track to proving his 
critics right.

A case in point is Bill 57, 
the Orwellian Restoring 
Trust, Transparency and 
Accountability Act – gov-
ernments of all stripes like 
to treat the public as boobs 
in naming legislation in di-
rect contrast to their intent 
– which sees Ford take aim 
at independent oversight at 
Queen’s Park. 

Part of the omnibus bill 
– another tactic popular 
with governments look-
ing to railroad unpopular 
legislation – eliminates 
the provinces’ Child Ad-
vocate, the Environmental 
Commissioner, the French 
Language Services Com-
missioner and the Conflict 
of Interest Commissioner. 
It also makes it possible for 
the government to suspend 

all other independent offi-
cers of the legislature such 
as the Auditor General, the 
Integrity Commissioner, 
the Chief Electoral Officer 
and the Freedom of Infor-
mation Officer.

Auditors general, budget 
officers and integrity com-
missioners have been of 
particular concern of gov-
ernments that would rather 
not have anyone looking 
into their acts of corrup-
tion, graft, inefficiencies 
and incompetence – that’s 
not the kind of transpar-
ency and accountability 
they want (i.e. more than 
none). 

In Ford’s case, some of 
the cuts play to the base – 
that sounds familiar – while 
eliminating hurdles to an-
other of his early-and-often 
corrupting tendencies: 
appointing friends and 
loyalists to plum positions, 
with or without appropriate 
qualifications. Given that 
he’s done so in the face of 
expert opinion and even 
political optics, it’s no won-
der he’s looking to remove 
oversight functions.

Being short on both 
experience and a serious 
grasp of the job didn’t stop 
Ford from charging in, par-

ticularly on the electricity 
file. 

A major source of Liberal 
failures, hydro was a talk-
ing point during the elec-
tion. Once in office, Ford 
set about tinkering under 
the hood, leading with the 
board and CEO of Hydro 
One. The moves have yet to 
provide any savings, nor a 
much-needed solution to 
long-term rate reductions. 
But Ford has attempted to 
settle some political scores 
– see the firing of Alykhan 
Velshi, a former chief of 
staff to Patrick Brown, from 
Ontario Power Generation 
– on the backs of taxpayers, 
heedless of the impact.

And speaking of OPG, 
the utility recently sold 
off the site of a decommis-
sioned generating station 
in Toronto under a cloud of 
secrecy and complaints the 
price was well below mar-
ket value.

Originally a coal-fired 
plant that was converted 
to burn oil, the R.L. Hearn 
Generating Station hasn’t 
been in use since 1983, but 
it’s situated by the lake in 
the city’s Port Lands area. 
Though in need of environ-
mental remediation given 
its former use, the site is 

worth a fair bit of money 
because of its location. 
NDP critic Peter Tabuns, 
for instance, points to near-
by properties having sold 
for hundreds of millions of 
dollars.

“I want a fully inde-
pendent appraisal of this 
property done and released 
publicly before a single 
dollar is allowed to change 
hands,” he said in a state-
ment, noting that OPG’s 
sole shareholder is the pro-
vincial government. 

One of the key buy-
ers, it turns out, is a big 
developer whose family 
donated $11,000 to Ford’s  
campaign and $30,000 to 
his brother’s mayoralty 
campaign. 

In that vein, the PCs 
have also moved to reduce 
constraints on campaign 
finance rules, opening 
the door to pay-for-access 
fundraisers and third-party 
interference in provincial 
elections. 

The omnibus bill also 
eliminates rent controls 
on new buildings, cancels 
the Pay Transparency Act 
aimed at pay equity and 
weakens the protection of 
some government agencies 
and assets.

Not surprisingly, this bill 
has drawn the particular 
ire of public-sector unions, 
which have staked an 
anti-Ford position from the 
start. 

Fred Hahn, president of 
CUPE Ontario, for instance, 
maintains Bill 57 could 
prove a danger to our very 
democracy.

“And the cherry on the 
top of this mess of corpo-
rate pandering is that the 
bill brings big corporate 
money back into political 
fundraising through cash-
for-access fundraisers 
and direct corporate do-
nations,” says Hahn in a 
release. “The Ford Tories 
may be calling this the ‘Re-
storing Trust, Transparen-
cy and Accountability Act,’ 
but what it does is damage 
our democracy, demolish 
government accountability 
and open the doors wide 
for even greater corporate 
influence over government 
decisions. The people will 
pay while corporations 
benefit – period.”

Partisan stance aside, 
he’s not wrong in assessing 
the pitfalls, nor in recog-
nizing the hypocrisy in the 
bill’s name. It’s as if the 
government assumes most 

people are either too stupid 
or too preoccupied to delve 
any deeper ... or even care. 
Ford may be right. Keeping 
the public occupied with 
mindless partisanship, 
petty bickering and, above 
all, pop-culture distrac-
tions works out just fine for 
those who are happy with 
the status quo: the real 
power elites who have no 
interest in changing a good 
thing.

Too many of us seem 
much too eager to think 
well of those in authority, 
despite repeated examples 
of malfeasance and incom-
petence.

Partisans turn a blind 
eye to all of the negatives, 
whether that’s in support 
of a particular party or a 
pet project. The rest of us 
look on apathetically, often 
resigned to the fact graft 
and corruption abound. 
A few note that incompe-
tence is commonplace, 
from municipal bureaucra-
cies through to the board-
rooms of multinationals.

The only way that’s go-
ing to change is through 
the political will to push 
for true accountability. 

What gets you in the holiday mood?

“The snowy weather!”

 » Brayden Rozema 

“Fortnite.”

 » Cameron Weins 

“Christmas music.”

 » Ashlyn Weins 

“When the kids come home with Christmas 
artwork.”

 » Marlene Kuepfer 

“Knowing Jesus was born for us, and other 
things like going to Christmas pageants.”

 » Mary Schutt 

“But neither nationalist resentment nor clumsy political leadership are in short supply worldwide.” Gwynne Dyer | 6
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NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Solutions would be 
easier if we were a wiser bunch
FROM | 6

 » Canadian Institute for Health Information 

support necessary to make 
them happen? If not, then 
our current global civiliza-
tion is doomed.

For the EU, the biggest 
distraction from the task 
at hand is the very high 
rate of unemployment in 
many Western European 
countries: officially just 
under 10 per cent in France 
and Italy and 15 per cent 
in Spain, but the true fig-
ures are at least a couple of 
points higher in every case. 
In fairness to the French 
protestors, many of them 
have lost sight of the big-
ger issue because they just 
can’t make ends meet.

This unemployment is 
‘structural,’ and it will not 
go away. Its primary cause 

is automation, a process 
that will only spread and 
deepen with the passage 
of time. We are entering 
this critical period for deal-
ing with climate change 
– the next five years are 
make-or-break – just as the 
world’s economy is under-
going a hugely disruptive 
transformation that will 
leave many people perma-
nently jobless.

If you were designing a 
species capable of making 
this difficult transition, you 
would certainly prefer to 
start with one that was wiser, 
more cooperative, and less 
excitable than ourselves, the 
near relatives of chimpan-
zees. Something a little less 
crooked, at least. But this is 
the timber we have to work 
with. Good luck.

For the first time in at least five years, pneumonia was one of the top 10 
reported reasons that Canadians went to the emergency department 
last year. There were almost 135,000 pneumonia-related hospital visits 
reported across the country in 2017–2018, marking a 13% increase from 
the year before. Abdominal and pelvic pain, throat and chest pain, and 
acute upper respiratory infection were the top three reasons for visits, 
together resulting in approximately 1 million reported visits last year. 

 » Leanne Townsend, a family law practitioner who specializes in domestic violence, 
takes note of the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women

“Communities need to take action to eliminate all forms of violence 
against women and girls. By gathering as a group on December 6, 
we are providing women with the tools to feel empowered and 
take the appropriate action to stop this hurtful behaviour.”

 » From the Dec. 7, 2013 edition of The Observer

 It’s not a Christmas miracle, as far too much work went into 
making it happen, but the completion of a temporary home for the 
St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market will make for a much happier holiday 
season. The new 15,600-square-foot dome-shaped building, 
dubbed the “Harvest Barn,” is set to open for business on 
December 12. It will house 49 of the vendors displaced by the fire 
that destroyed the market’s main building on September 2.
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The politicians won’t do it, 
however, unless we force 
them to: they’re happy 
with a self-serving system 
that allows unfettered ac-
cess to the cookie jar for 
themselves and their finan-
cial backers.

Quite simply, politicians 
have no interest in tighten-
ing up the rules to elimi-
nate self-interest as a moti-
vation for decision making 
among elected officials and 
bureaucrats. They’ll talk a 
good game, especially in 
opposition, but really want 
to keep their options open.

History has shown that 
the rules, and the spoils, 
benefit the few, while the 

costs go to the rest of us.
Truly open government 

would not only reveal the 
backroom deals, lobbying 
and patronage that are the 
mainstay of government, it 
would do away with much 
of it. Again, that’s not even 
in Ford’s worst nightmares 
when he talks about trans-
parency and accountabil-
ity, though never delivering 
on even the mildest ver-
sions of open government.

That bare minimum 
would involve revealing 
where the money goes, re-
vealing the most egregious 
waste – the kind of stuff the 
public loves to rant about 
– and, just perhaps, letting 
some light shine on who 
benefits.

KANNON: Ford living up ... or 
down to his critics’ expectations
FROM | 7
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Just one win in three tries
as Kings have rough weekend
Stratford and Kitchener continue 
to have Elmira’s number, with lone 
victory coming over Brantford in OT

FAISAL ALI

GALEA | 10KINGS | 11

OPEN
COUNTRY

Making the 
shift from 
no shoes to 
snowshoes

ONE OF THE HARDEST 
calls for anyone who en-
joys winter is when to 
decide it’s appropriate to 
start wearing snowshoes 
in public. Wear them too 
early and you’ll look silly. 
Wear them too late and 
you’ll be floundering in 
deep snow. 

There are many theories 
on determining the proper 
time for snowshoes. There 
are also tried-and-true 
rules such as never wear-
ing them in a month that 
ends in une, uly or ust.

A knowledgeable out-
doorsman once told me 
that I could get a good 
sense of when to don 
snowshoes if I watched 
deer as they traversed 
through snow. I quickly 
discarded this advice as 
I have never once seen a 
deer wearing snowshoes.

I believe the best thing 
to do is go to a place 
where people routinely 
snowshoe and then look 
for tracks. 

Once there, you need to 
examine them carefully.

For instance, if you 
go to a place and see 
snowshoe tracks crossing 
grassy patches, the odds 
are good that you should 
probably wait for better 
accumulations of snow.

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN /

STEVE GALEA

IT WASN’T THE WEEKEND 
the Kings were hoping 
for, winning just once in 
three tries. An overtime 
win against Brantford was 
offset by continued futil-
ity against Stratford and 
Kitchener.

Playing first in Stratford 
November 30, the Kings 
dropped a 3-2 decision 
despite some late-game 
hustle. The day after in 
Brantford, the team eked 
out a narrow 2-1 victory 
settled in double overtime. 
Sunday’s home match saw 
the Kings fall 4-0 to the 
visiting Kitchener Dutch-
men.

Halfway through the sea-
son, the Elmira team finds 
itself in third place in the 
Midwestern Conference 
with a record of 15-6-0-3, 
comfortably in line for a 
playoff appearance that 
they have to hope doesn’t 
include the two teams they 
lost to last weekend. The 
Kings have yet to beat ei-
ther Stratford or Kitchener 
this season.

Against the other top 
teams in the conference 
– first-place Waterloo and 
fourth-place Listowel – 
the Kings have won every 
match.

“When we play them, it 
boils down to them work-
ing hard enough,” said 
head coach Trent Brown on 
the Kings’ inability to best 
Stratford or Kitchener yet.

“I wouldn’t say that 
there’s anything really out-
lying there, that there’s one 
thing that’s different, other 
than the work. It seems 
every time we play them, 
we put our skill before our 
work and we don’t manage 
the puck that well. And 
you’re not going to have a 
lot of happy nights when 
you do that.”

Battling the Stratford 
Warriors at the their arena 
last Friday night, the Sugar 
Kings ceded the first 20 
minutes of play to the 
home team before making 
their mark. Stratford was 
up two points by the first 
intermission, their first 
goal coming 11 minutes 
into the frame.

The Kings responded 
9:32 into the second, with 
a short-handed marker off 
the stick of Kurtis Goodwin 
(Damian Figueira, Mason 
McMahon) putting the 
Kings within one. Stratford 
responded with a power 
play of their own less than 
a minute later, however, 
making it 3-1 after 40 min-
utes.

The third saw the Kings 
struggle to find their mo-
mentum. A late goal from 
Jonah Burley (Mason Mc-
Mahon, Hunter Dubecki) 
made it 3-2, but Elmira was 
unable to rally for a come-
back. The game ended that 
way.

The following day saw 
the Kings travel to Brant-
ford, where they clinched a 

Tensions were high at the Sugar Kings game against the second place Stratford Warriors at the William Allman Memorial Arena on Friday. 
The Kings came close, but ultimately fell to the Warriors. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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SOS Physiotherapy will donate $5 for each of the 52 entries to Christmas Goodwill at WCS!
Thank you to all our entrants for decorating our windows as well!

SOS Physiotherapy will donate $5 for each of the 52 entries to Christmas Goodwill at WCS!

to Aria Weber for winning the 3rd Annual  SOS Physiotherapy Elmira 
Fall Colouring Contest and the $50 Gift Certificate at Toy Soup! 
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Our Belmont 
Clinic raised 

over $800 for 
Men’s Health 

for Movember!

narrow 2-1 victory after an 
extra nine minutes of play. 
The goals were few and far 
between in this game, with 
Elmira unable to capitalize 
on the many chances in-
dicative of outshooting the 
home team 43-17.

Elmira’s Burley (Zack 
Cameron) found the back 
of the net first, putting the 
Kings up 1-0 about halfway 
through the opening frame. 

It would be the only point 
for the next half-hour of 
play, with the second frame 
completely scoreless.

The action ramped up 
again 13 minutes into the 
final stanza when Brant-
ford knotted the game 1-1 
on a power play. Neither 
side could break the tie in 
the final seven minutes of 
play, forcing both teams 
to settle the difference in 

overtime. But even one over-
time was not enough.

The deciding goal came in 
second overtime, again off 
the stick of Goodwin (Har-
rison Toms, Dubecki).

After the previous night’s 
game in Stratford, Goodwin 
could easily have been de-
clared Elmira’s MVP of the 
week. The young forward 
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If you see snow and one 
set of snowshoe tracks 
and one set of boot tracks, 
it might be too early for 
snowshoes. Then again, 
hardly anyone is around, 
so do what you want.

If you see one set of 
snowshoe tracks and they 
do a quick U-turn back 
to the parking lot after 
confronting several sets of 
boot tracks of people who 
skilled a tracker can deter-

mine were belly-laughing 
then it is definitely too 
early.

If the snowshoe tracks 
suddenly deviate from 
the main trail and pause 
behind a thick tree or 
out building while many 
boot tracks pass, it is too 
early but the snowshoer 
bought a new pair and, 
gosh-darn it, he’s going to 
get some use out of them 
this winter. Therefore, if 
you bought a new pair, you 

should probably try them 
out too.

One the other hand, 
tracks will also tell you 
when snowshoes are ab-
solutely necessary. For 
instance, if you walk up 
to a snowshoe trail and 
see several boot track that 
lead to toques sticking out 
of the snow, it’s probably 
time for snowshoes.

The point here is there 
is no wrong time to wear 
snowshoes – only highly 

embarrassing times to 
wear them. 

There might even be 
some times that you 
should have worn them 
except for the fact that too 
many others wore them 
first. This typically hap-
pens when you get to a 
popular snowshoe trail 
late and a hundred other 
snowshoers have already 
been there tamping it 
down to the consistency of 
concrete.

Sure, you can snowshoe 
on that already well-
beaten trail, but you are 
not fooling anyone. Snow-
shoes are not required.

Have no fear though. It’s 
not even winter yet. Soon-
er or later you will have an 
opportunity to wear snow-
shoes. At that point, the 
snow will be deeper than 
your knees and the paths 
might be trodden but not 
too packed down.  

Then, you will feel that 

your snowshoes are keep-
ing you afloat on the snow 
and you might even feel 
superior to someone who 
is trying to traverse the 
trail without them – which 
has always been the great-
est thing about snowshoe-
ing, if you ask me.

When is that going to 
happen?

I don’t know, but I can 
tell you this. You won’t 
find out from watching 
deer.

GALEA: The key to snowshoe season is finding just the right time for making tracks
FROM | 9
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Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firmfrom your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

For wills & powers of attorney 
completed between Nov. 30/18 
and Jan. 31/19.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 
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Plenty of scoring paces Jacks to a 7-4 win over Ayr

VERONICA REINER

AFTER BEATING THE AYR 
Centennials last Saturday 
night by a score of 7-4, 
the Wellesley Applejacks’ 
weekend got unexpectedly 
quieter when the following 
afternoon’s game against 
Delhi was postponed.

When the dust settled, 
the Jacks (14-4-1-3) were 
still in third place in the 
South Doherty Division, 
with the Tavistock Braves 
remaining on top with a re-
cord of 20-2-1-0, followed by 
the New Hamburg Firebirds 
(18-6-0-2).

While Saturday’s game 
saw the visiting Centennials 
draw first blood and even-
tually outshoot Wellesley 
37-26, the Jacks were able to 
salt things away thanks to 
plenty of scoring, particu-
larly on the power play, with 
the team capitalizing on 
three of its six chances.

Wellesley remains third in the division after a weekend that saw one of its 
games postponed; team has just one game this week, on the road in Paris

Ayr got on the board 
first at 8:08, but the Jacks 
responded quickly, with 
James Ranson potting a goal 
just a minute later. Zach 
Ribeiro and Zachary Lyons 
picked up assists. That 
would be it for scoring in the 
first, as the teams went into 
the intermission tied at 1-1.

Wellesley dominated 
the second period entirely, 
with Kyle Soper (Ribeiro, 
Lyons) making it 2-1 on a 
power play at 5:22. Alex Ut-
tley (Sean Pickering, Ran-
son) potted yet another on 
a power play at 12:57. The 
Jacks scored one more for 
good measure, with a sec-
ond from Uttley (Lyons) at 
15:15. That set the tone for 
the remainder of the game, 
as Wellesley would never 
relinquish the lead.

The second frame also 
saw the most tension, as the 
refs doled out eight penal-
ties overall.

The final period was as 
even as the first, albeit more 
action-packed. Pickering 
(Uttley, Soper) started it off 
strong with a goal at 4:06. 
Ranson (Tyler Schwindt, 
Soper) potted the next one 
at 7:21 on a power play, mak-
ing the score 6-1 before the 
Centennials finally found 
some life again.

Ayr scored an unassisted 
goal at 12:05, followed by 
another one at 13:36. At 18:01, 
Ayr managed to get one more 
goal in on a power play. That 
string made the game a little 
closer at 6-4, but it wasn’t 
enough to turn the tide.

With the Centennial net 
empty for an extra attacker, 
Uttley got his third of the 
night, putting the game 
away and making it a hat 
trick for the captain. Assists 
went to Pickering and Ly-
ons. Final score: 7-4 for the 
home team.

The following day, instead 

of welcoming the Delhi 
Travellers for a matinee 
game, the Jacks found 
themselves with a day off, 
the match postponed be-
cause of a roster issue. 

Chances are the Jacks 
were looking forward to the 
chance of a couple more 
points courtesy of a team 
they’ve had some success 
with already this year. The 
Travellers have just two wins 
(2-22) and sit just above last 
place in the division, their 
four points just one ahead 
of the Burford Bulldogs (1-
23-0-1).

The Jacks are on the road 
Friday night to take on the 
Paris Mounties in their sole 
action of the week – they’ll 
be on something of a break 
until they head to Tavistock 
on December 14. The Welles-
ley arena next sees action 
December 15 when the 
Woodstock Navy Vets come 
to town.

Girls’ hockey skills on display as Woolwich Wild hosts tournament

VERONICA REINER

INCREASINGLY POPULAR, 
GIRLS’ HOCKEY was on 
display in the township last 
weekend as 22 teams from 
across southern Ontario 
took part in the Woolwich 
Wild annual Shootout Tour-
nament.

Girls between the ages 
of 7 and 12 participated in 
several divisions, including 
novice, atom and peewee. 
Among communities rep-

resented were Burlington, 
Owen Sound, London, 
Walkerton and Cambridge.

It was the first time Wool-
wich had hosted such a 
tournament in more than a 
decade.

“Girls’ hockey is start-
ing to become a bigger 
thing here in Woolwich,” 
explained Woolwich Wild 
vice-president Rebecca 
Metzger. “There are a 
couple of us that thought of 
hosting a tournament. Clin-

ton Rayfield, Kyle Rank and 
I are part of a tournament 
committee, and we decided 
we wanted to try to do this.”

“We just thought it was 
time, with the beautiful 
facility that we have, we 
thought it was time to show 
it off,” added Rank. “And it’s 
a great venue to be able to 
hold a tournament. It’s kind 
of nice when you can use 
the two ice pads there, and 
then we used the St. Jacobs 
arena as well.”

The Woolwich Wild 
performed decently in the 
tournament for the most 
part, with the LL1 team 
coming in second in the 
Novice house league divi-
sion, with LL2 in fourth. 
They placed third in Nov-
ice B, fourth for the Atom 
house league division, 
second out of four teams in 
the Atom B division, and 
third out of four teams in 
Peewee B.

After more than a de-

cade’s break from host-
ing, local organizers were 
pleased with how the week-
end went. Rank said he 
expects the tournament to 
continue again in 2019.

“We got great feedback 
from all the teams that were 
there. The first year is prob-
ably the hardest year,” he 
said. “But now that we’ve 
got it going and up and run-
ning, those people enjoy the 
area, and I could see them 
coming back. So hopefully 

just bigger and better next 
year and continued suc-
cess.”

Running from Friday 
through Sunday, the event 
went smoothly and was 
well-received, he noted.

“Thanks to all the spon-
sors in the local communi-
ties that helped out, and all 
the volunteers that helped 
make the weekend special 
for all the teams, I think 
everyone had a great time,” 
said Rank.

Arenas in Elmira and St. Jacobs saw action from some two dozen teams last weekend 
during the Woolwich Wild Shootout Tournament. It was the first time in more than a 
decade the local organization hosted such an event. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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Veitch, Sutton Meier

Atom: MAJOR A
Dec 02 vs Georgina Blaze
Home: 5 Visitor: 4
Goals: Carter Weir, Bryce 
Brubacher, Luke Wood, Spencer 
Hume, Caleb Paquet
Assists: Sutton Meier (2), Adam 
Bloch, MacIvor Zettel, Declan 
Martin, Spencer Hume, Avery 
Collingwood, Alex Veitch

Atom: MAJOR A
Dec 02 vs Barrie Colts
Home: 2 Visitor: 0
Goals: Spencer Hume, Bryce 
Brubacher
Assists: Luke Wood, MacIvor 
Zettel
Shutouts: Reed Snyder

Atom: LL#1
Nov 23 vs Lincoln Oilers
Home: 3 Visitor: 6
Goals: Evan Reger (2), Zion 
Shadd
Assists: Jonah Schmidt (2), 
Kelan English

Atom: LL#1
Nov 24 vs Woolwich Wildcats 
LL#3
Home: 3 Visitor: 2
Goals: Jonah Schmidt, Zion 
Shadd, Caleb Antonello

THE SCORE
WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: LL#1
Dec 27 vs Plattsville Rage
Home: 2 Visitor: 3
Goals: Kolton Brubacher, Ethan 
Leveck
Assists: Kolton Brubacher

Novice: Major A
Nov 30 vs Collingwood 
Blackhawks
Home: 6 Visitor: 3
Goals: Owen Porter (2), Cody 
Paquet, Bryce McFadden, 
Jackson Gillies, Kolten Noot
Assists: Bryce McFadden (3), 
Carter Crane, Ethan Straus

Atom: MINOR A
Dec 01 vs Centre Wellington 
Fusion
Home: 0 Visitor: 4

Atom: MINOR A
Dec 02 vs Guelph Gryphons
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Colton Sinclair, Rhys 
Taylor, Nolan Martin (2)
Assists: Mason Gear, Zach Carter, 
Josh Wraight, Thomas McCarthy, 
Cruz Balog

PeeWee: MAJOR AE
Dec 02 vs Halton Hills Thunder
Home: 1 Visitor: 4
Goals: Matthew Ramage
Assists: Jack Rozema

PeeWee: MINOR AE
Dec 01 vs Guelph
Home: 3 Visitor: 3
Goals: Owen Weppler, Brooks 
Lehtonen, Tyler Gingrich
Assists: Bryson Rozema (2), 
Brandon Fishman, Patrick 
McCarthy, Graydon Martin

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Dec 01 vs Ancaster Avalanche
Home: 4 Visitor: 4
Goals: Eric Kane (2), Hudson 

Haycock, Tyson Moran
Assists: Owen Weber (4), Mitch 
Walker, Tyson Moran, Beckett 
Wadel, Nate Martin

PeeWee: MINOR A
Dec 01 vs Milton Winterhawks
Home: 1 Visitor: 3
Goals: Riley Dettweiler
Assists: Carter Snider

PeeWee: MINOR A
Dec 02 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies
Home: 1 Visitor: 0
Goals: Danny Schaefer
Assists: Carson Staken, Haiden 
Wagner
Shutouts: Ayden Schaap

Bantam: MINOR AE
Dec 01 vs Center Wellington 
Fusion
Home: 1 Visitor: 5
Goals: Owen Brown
Assists: Haiden Idzik, Jett Renon

Bantam: MINOR AE
Dec 03 vs Caledon Hawks
Home: 6 Visitor: 3
Goals: Mason Sparks (2), 
Jonathan Enns (2), David Taylor, 
Evan Gruhl
Assists: Owen Brown (2), Evan 
Gruhl, Mason Sparks (3), Haiden 
Idzik (3), Jonathan Enns, Ben 
Moyer (2)

Tournaments

Novice: MAJOR A
Nov 30 vs Bradford Bulldogs
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Bryce McFadden (2), Cody 
Paquet
Assists: Arabelle Weiss

Novice: MAJOR A
Dec 01 vs Huntsville Otters
Home: 3 Visitor: 2
Goals: Ethan Straus, Jackson 
Gillies, Nathan Seller
Assists: Sullivan Shantz, Kolten 
Noot, Cody Paquet, Arabelle 

Weiss, Ethan Straus

Novice: MAJOR A
Dec 01 vs Innisfil Winterhawks
Home: 4 Visitor: 1
Goals: Ethan Straus (2), Bryce 
McFadden, Kolten Noot
Assists: Kitson Bakker, Nathan 
Seller, Sullivan Shantz, Cody 
Paquet, Jack Wood

Novice: MAJOR A
Dec 02 vs Georgina Blaze
Home: 2 Visitor: 4
Goals: Owen Porter, Jackson 
Gillies
Assists: Bryce McFadden, Kitson 
Bakker, Jack Wood

Novice: B
Nov 30 vs Haldimand Rivercats
Home: 2 Visitor: 0
Goals: Audrey English, Isla 
McCoubrey
Assists: Ellie Clemmer, Sage 
Balog
Shutouts: Elle English

Atom: MAJOR A
Nov 30 vs Orillia Terriers
Home: 5 Visitor: 3
Goals: Mitchell Krasovec (2), 
Spencer Hume, Caleb Paquet, 
Carter Weir
Assists: Adam Bloch

Atom: MAJOR A
Nov 30 vs Collingwood 
Blackhawks
Home: 4 Visitor: 0
Goals: Mitchell Krasovec (2), 
Caleb Paquet, Sutton Meier
Assists: Sutton Meier (2), Lucas 
Benham, Adam Bloch, Declan 
Martin, Caleb Paquet
Shutouts: Carson Waechter

Atom: MAJOR A
Dec 01 vs Whitby Wildcats Blue
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Spencer Hume, Mitchell 
Krasovec, Caleb Paquet
Assists: Bryce Brubacher, Alex 

Assists: Evan Reger, Zion Shadd

Atom: LL#1
Nov 24 vs Oro Thunder #2
Home: 5 Visitor: 4
Goals: Caleb Antonello, Zion 
Shadd, Jonah Schmidt (3)
Assists: Nicholas Schlegel, Evan 
Reger (2)

Bantam: LL1
Nov 30 vs Oakville
Home: 12 Visitor: 0
Goals: Oscar Fitch, Josh Moore 
(3), Sam Goebel, Jackson Smith, 
Gabe Hicknell (2), Ashton 
Weber, Nicholas Ritchie, Ethan 
Murr (2)
Assists: Gabe Hicknell, Nicholas 
Ritchie (3), Josh Moore (2), 
Carter Rollins (3), Ethan Murr, 
Sam Goebel, Jonathan Thiessen, 
Corbin Schmidt
Shutouts: Luke Mann

Bantam: LL1
Nov 30 vs Walkerton
Home: 5 Visitor: 1
Goals: Ethan Murr, Carter Rollins, 
Josh Moore (2), Corbin Schmidt
Assists: Carter Rollins, Jonathan 
Thiessen, Ashton Weber

Bantam: LL1
Dec 01 vs Oakridge
Home: 0 Visitor: 2

Bantam: LL1
Dec 03 vs Waterloo
Home: 3 Visitor: 2
Goals: Corbin Schmidt, Ashton 
Weber, Ethan Murr
Assists: Josh Moore, Ethan Murr, 
Carter Rollins (2), Sam Goebel

Bantam: LL1
Dec 03 vs Oakridge
Home: 0 Visitor: 1

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: LL#2
Dec 02 vs Burlington
Home: 1 Visitor: 6
Goals: Bronwyn Rozema
Assists: Tatianna Kocan, Lexi 
Gaudet

PeeWee: BB
Dec 01 vs Orangeville
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Brie Brezynksie, Sara 
Forwell
Assists: Olivia Straus, Sophie 
Payne, Claire Catton

Bantam: B
Dec 01 vs Wilmot Wolverines
Home: 2 Visitor: 0
Goals: Taylor Schmitt, Marlee 
Fraser

Assists: Marlee Fraser, Kaitlyn 
Hyatt
Shutouts: Katie Lee

Tournaments

Novice: B
Dec 01 vs Owen Sound Ice 
Hawks
Home: 0 Visitor: 7

Novice: B
Dec 01 vs Twin Centre Heri-
canes
Home: 3 Visitor: 2
Goals: Isal McCoubrey (3)
Assists: Chloe Futher, Elle 
Schwindt.

Novice: B
Dec 02 vs Haldimand Rivercats
Home: 0 Visitor: 2

Novice: LL#1
Dec 01 vs Burlington Bar-
racudas
Home: 0 Visitor: 5

Novice: LL#1
Dec 02 vs Waterloo Ravens
Home: 0 Visitor: 5

Novice: LL#1
Dec 01 vs Huron Heat
Home: 5 Visitor: 0
Goals: Taylor Rayfield (2), 
Madison Gofton (2), Emma 
Forwell
Assists: Emma Forwell, Taylor 
Rayfield
Shutouts: Haylee Turcott

Novice: LL#1
Nov 30 vs Waterloo Ravens 
(Black)
Home: 6 Visitor: 1
Goals: Madison Gofton (5), Cam 
Holland
Assists: Charlie Wilson (3), Emily 
Wright, Kim Bishop

Novice: LL#1
Nov 30 vs Twin Centre 
Hericanes
Home: 8 Visitor: 2
Goals: Madison Gofton (6), Keira 
Walsh, Emily Wright
Assists: Cam Holland, Kim 
Bishop, Emily Wright, Taylor 
Rayfield

Novice: LL#2
Nov 30 vs Waterloo Ravens 
Black
Home: 1 Visitor: 5
Goals: Ava Weber
Assists: Bronwyn Rozema

Novice: LL#2
Dec 01 vs Twin Centre Heri-
canes
Home: 7 Visitor: 1
Goals: Ava Weber (3), Bronwyn 
Rozema (2), Vienna Cooney (2)
Assists: Eden Ropp (2), Maria 
Martin (2), Olivia Adams

Novice: LL#2
Dec 01 vs Huron Heat
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Ava Weber (3)
Assists: Eden Ropp, Maria 
Martin, Brook Wilson
Shutouts: Alanna Pickett

PeeWee: B
Dec 01 vs Mitchell
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Jordyn MacDonald, 
Kayleigh Futher
Assists: Avaigail Keagan, Sarah 
Montgomery

WOOLWICH 
THRASHERS

Novice
Nov 24 vs Windsor Ice Bullets
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goals: Jesse Chamberlain
Assists: Megan O’Brien

Bantam
Dec 02 vs Hamilton Sledge-
hammers
Home: 6 Visitor: 0
Goals: Dillon Stuebing (2), 
Dustin Hoag (2), Logan 
Gillingham, Hunter Karn
Assists: Josh Chambers (2), 
Gideon Chamberlain, Dillon 
Stuebing, Jeramee Snethlage, 
Michael Papaioannou, Troy 
Clemmer
Shutouts: Daniel Peters

Woolwich Thrashers team member Logan Gillingham lends her expertise to the next generation of 
sledge hockey athletes during a session in November at the WMC. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Elmira’s Zach Cameron, backed up by Damian Figueira, looks to clear the puck away from 
the danger zone during game action in Stratford.

GETTING THE KIDS ON ICE

Tuesdays 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 8 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
OR by appt. 519-886-7777 #29 (Enter at Black Canopy)

341 Marsland Dr., 
Waterloo

QUALITY USED & NEW 
RESTAURANT BAR CATERING 

KITCHEN 

Gas Convection Ovens, 36" Charbroiler
Electric Hot Boxes, Cambros 

9' Triple Sink,  Dish Wash Racks
40 Quart Mixer, 36" electric Salamander 

Large assortment of small wares 

BAR 
Draft taps, Stainless Ice Wells 42" 52"

Glass ware, Perlick Glass Chiller 
Garnish Caddy's , True Bar Fridges 

Mancave decor, New Beer Brand Umbrellas
Large quantity of small wares 

RESTAURANT- 
CATERING 

Large Quantity white china  95 ¢- $1.75
Glass ware $1 - $2, small wares

Remanco & Maitre’D POS
60" Mobile Propane Cater BBQ 

FURNISHINGS
Christmas Decorations 

Banquettes, Booth Seating 
Bars, Bar Stools, Bar rails 

Room Dividers, Framed Mirrors 
Chandeliers, High Top Bar Tables and

Dining Tables, Coin Lockers

MAINTENANCE 
Racking, Tools, Washroom Partitions, 

Sinks, Gas Heaters 
Shelving, Glass block

Exhausted hood, Clarke-auto scrubber
Floor burnisher, 

Exit signs-emergency lighting

PRO AUDIO 
AND LIGHTING 

Martin Speakers - Bass
8'x 8' Screen, Martin Hazer 

DJ Gear, Records, Martin Atomic Strobes
Microh Laser and LED Lighting

Pioneer CDJ 400’s, Mixing boards, etc

Computers , Printers, Desks, Chairs, File Cabinets & more!

EQUIPMENT AND FURNISHINGS SALE 

UP TO

75% OFF

had personally put up half 
of the Elmira goals over 
the weekend, including 
the game-winner against 
Brantford.

“He’s a coach’s dream,” 
said Brown of the now-
seasoned Goodwin, who 
is playing his second year 
with the Kings. “Last year 
as a rookie, he won our best 
defensive forward award 
on our team, and that to 
me speaks volumes about 
his reliability and his ma-
turity in his game.”

But while Stratford’s 
game was close, and Brant-
ford’s closer still, Elmira’s 
final game of the week 
proved to be a complete 
wash. Playing host to the 
visiting Kitchener Dutch-
men December 2, the Kings 
found themselves on the 
short end of a 4-0 final 
score.

The first frame saw plen-
ty of action, but no scoring. 

The second 20 minutes 
of play, however, was all 
Kitchener, with the first 
goal coming four minutes 
in, and the second follow-
ing two minutes after that. 
Outshot 15-3 in the period 
(33-21 overall), the Kings 
were perhaps lucky to go 
into the intermission down 
just 2-0.

The final frame was 
much less chippy, but just 
as disappointing, as the 
Kings let in two more goals 
while failing to put any on 
the board themselves. The 
final score was a stinging 
4-0 rebuke for the home 
team. 

Elmira could take some 
solace in its penalty killing, 
as the Dutchmen were 0-7 
on the power play, though 
the Kings also put up a 
goose egg with the man ad-
vantage on five occasions.

With a three-game 
weekend behind them, the 
Kings will have little time 

to recuperate as they head 
into another busy weekend 
this week.

On Friday, the Kings 
will be in Brampton at 7:30 
p.m. for the first two games 
against the Bombers. Sat-
urday will see the Kings 

return to the Woolwich 
arena to welcome the Wa-
terloo Siskins, again at 7:30 
p.m. Finally, on Sunday the 
Kings will again face the 
Bombers, this time in a 2 
p.m. matinee on home ice.

KINGS: Another busy weekend, including a pair of games at home
FROM | 9
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Elmira field hockey player to make the jump to NCAA

Trio of local sledge hockey players will take their games to another level

VERONICA REINER

FAISAL ALI

ELMIRA’S MORGAN HAN-
LEY WILL be taking her 
passion for field hockey 
all the way to the United 
States next year after she 
was scouted at a showcase 
competition. 

The EDSS Grade 12 stu-
dent earned herself a spot 
at Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s (VCU), a Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) Divi-
sion 1 team. She’ll be at-
tending the university in 
2019, majoring in exercise 
science.

“I wouldn’t say I was 
expecting it, but we were 
going down to those show-
cases in hopes that some-
thing would come up – a big 
opportunity for me in the 
States,” said Hanley. “And 
that’s what happened, so 
that was exciting. All the 
hard work paid off.”

Hanley’s interest in 
sports has been longstand-
ing and wide-ranging; she 
participated in competitive 
gymnastics, played bad-

FROM A HANDFUL OF en-
thusiastic athletes 10 years 
ago to an organization with 
teams iced across multiple 
divisions, the Woolwich 
Thrashers have become a 
tour de force in the sport of 
sledge hockey.

Earlier this fall, the 
Thrashers opened their 
second rep. season in the 
Ontario Sledge Hockey As-
sociation, trouncing the 
Buffalo Sabres in their first 
home-and-home series 
of the year. In February, 
Woolwich will play host to 
the 2019 Canadian Sledge 
Hockey Championships, 
thanks in large part to the 
efforts of the Thrashers.

And now, adding even 
more to the team’s rising 
success in the sport, sev-
eral young players from the 
Thrashers’ open division 
are taking their skills to a 
larger arena.

Logan Gillingham was 
selected to play in Team 
Ontario this year, while her 
teammates Joshua Cham-
bers and Troy Clemmer 
were picked up to play in 
the ParaSport Champion-
ships in February.

“It’s really, really cool,” 
said Gillingham of playing 
for the provincial women’s 
team.

“I’ve always wanted to 
make, like, higher than 

minton and ice hockey at 
EDSS, as well as skiing and 
snowboarding.

Her EDSS field hockey 
coach and former teacher, 
Lisa Douglas, took note of 
her athletic ability and lead-
ership skills early on. 

“She was our outstanding 
junior athlete in Grade 10,” 
said Douglas. “What makes 
her stand out isn’t just her 
athletic ability; it’s her 
dedication to the sport, her 
positive attitude, her hard 
work, commitment, her 
leadership – she’s an amaz-
ing leader as well.”

Her interest in field 
hockey came while she was 
dealing with a non-sports 
related injury. 

“I did competitive gym-
nastics for eight years,” 
Hanley explained. “Then 
I had a broken foot, and I 
just decided it was time for 
a little bit of a change, so 
I moved to field hockey. It 
was a good change; I love 
gymnastics too – I still miss 
it to this day – but field 
hockey has been an amaz-
ing journey for me.”

Although Hanley focuses 
more on field hockey, both 
indoor and outdoor, her 
interest in gymnastics re-
mains. She currently dedi-
cates her time to coaching 
at the Woolwich Gymnas-
tics Club.

“She switched her pas-
sion from competing in 
gymnastics to coaching 

gymnastics,” said Tina 
Hanley, Morgan’s mother. 
“Which she still does, just 
took on a different role in 
the gymnastics club. So 
rather than competing, she 
tried to help with coaching.”

She also joined the KW 
Dragons field hockey team 
in Waterloo, which gave her 
the opportunity to travel far 

for competitions. Her inter-
est in field hockey ramped 
up after a trip to Toronto.

“Then we went to a tour-
nament called May Melt-
down in Toronto one year,” 
said Hanley. “And my eyes 
were opened to a whole new 
world of field hockey.”

Following a camp in 
Kitchener-Waterloo, she 

joined the A&C Field 
Hockey Academy based in 
Brampton. 

“She was an amazing 
leader for our field hockey 
team and helped raise 
the game of other play-
ers around her always in a 
positive way,” said Douglas 
of Hanley’s field hockey 
ability. “She had excellent 
input in game-play situa-
tions on strategies; just a 
pleasure to coach. She’s one 
of those athletes that’s been 
a pleasure to coach all the 
way through from Grade 9 
to now.”

Hanley also participated 
on Team Ontario and had 
received a gold and bronze 
medal with her team after 
competing in the Canadian 
national championships. 

“She grew her love for 
field hockey the more she 
played and was exposed to 
different opportunities,” 
said Tina Hanley. “It’s just 
such an exciting world out 
there.

“We’re very proud of her. 
And thankful for the new 
opportunity.”

Currently at EDSS, Morgan Hanley has been recruited by Virginia Commonwealth University for next year

Thrasher Logan Gillingham makes Team Ontario; Joshua Chambers and Troy Clemmer are off to ParaSport Championships

Elmira’s Morgan Hanley, practicing this week at RIM Park, has been recruited to play field hockey at Virginia Commonwealth University, 
where she’ll major in exercise science next fall.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Woolwich Thrashers Logan Gillingham, Troy Clemmer and Joshua Chambers at the Woolwich Memorial Centre’s Jim McLeod Arena. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

just a smaller house league 
team, because I’ve been 
playing sports my whole 
life,” said the 16-year-old 
athlete. “I think I’ve gotten 
pretty good at it quickly, 
and it’s really amazing. 
Hopefully down the road 
I make it to Team Canada. 
That’s the goal.”

For Gillingham, who 
started playing sledge 
hockey just two years ago, 
the move to Team Ontario 
is a significant step towards 
her national aspirations. 
She’ll be playing on the 
province’s women’s team 
alongside some of the top 
talent in the country this 

season, while also compet-
ing with the Thrashers.

“It’s [a] woman’s Team 
Ontario, so there’s people 
from all over Ontario and 
it’s all ages. A few of them 
are on the national team as 
well as on this team,” noted 
Gillingham. 

While playing for the 
provincial team, she’ll 
continue to battle with the 
Woolwich Thrashers – her 
sledge-family, as she calls 
it – in the open rep. league.

“We don’t have a lot of 
practices for Team Ontario 
because everybody plays 
on their home team as 
well. So it kind of depends 

who’s around to practice,” 
she explained. 

As a result, it’s hard to 
compare the level of cama-
raderie on the provincial 
team with that of her home 
team.

“[It’s] not as much, no. 
This is like the best place 
for the family-orientated, 
team-orientated play,” said 
Gillingham.

Also representing the 
Thrashers’ name on a 
larger playing field are 
teammates Joshua Cham-
bers and Troy Clemmer. 
Both will be taking part in 
the upcoming ParaSport 
Ontario games in February. 

The games, set for the sec-
ond weekend of the month, 
are expected to feature 
more than 500 partici-
pants, with sledge hockey 
teams from Kitchener to 
Orillia all contributing 
players. 

Both Chambers and 
Clemmer are entering their 
fifth year with the Thrash-
ers – half the organization’s 
life – and in that time have 
seen the organization, and 
themselves, grow tremen-
dously. Icing players for the 
ParaSport games is just one 
more achievement for the 
group.

“There have been a lot 
more players coming in 
in the last five years,” said 
Chambers. “When Troy 
and I started, there were no 
games at all, there were no 
tournaments or anything. 
So we’ve played more 
games over the years, more 
tournaments. It’s definitely 
evolved quite a bit.”

The team has seen a sig-
nificant boost in member-
ship amongst children as 
well, with a feeder system 
of young players ensuring 
that the Thrashers will con-
tinue to grow and thrive for 
years to come.

“We’ve had more players 
come out and it’s fun to see 
them grow,” added Clem-
mer, who along with his 
teammates helps coach the 
tots. “We’ve definitely seen 

some of our players grow 
since I started.”

“We all kind of started 
off as a mix of all ages last 
year because we only had 
one practice time,” said 
Gillingham. “So I think this 
year, just getting to see ev-
erybody like play with the 
puck a little more, because 
now there’s more ice time, 
has been really cool.”

Right now, the priority 
for the Thrashers open 
team is to make it further 
into the playoffs than last 
year, their inaugural rep. 
season.

“Well obviously, I think 
our goal is to win this year,” 
said Chambers.

“Since the beginning of 
the season last year, we 
didn’t do that well,” noted 
Gillingham with a laugh. 
“We kind of got creamed 
our first two games last 
year. Like 4-0, I think it 
was.”

“But then towards the 
end of the season we did 
pretty well. We got to be-
come a really strong team 
together,” she added. “We 
did extremely well our first 
year. We made it to playoffs, 
but lost, unfortunately.”

Those hoping to catch 
the Thrashers in action 
can find them at their next 
home game at the Wool-
wich Memorial Centre on 
January 5, from 2-3 p.m. 
against Essex-Kent.
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OWEN ROBERTSSTOCKING UP / ‘TIS THE SEASON

Online shopping a growing 
part of Christmas experience

PEOPLE MAY NOT THINK 
of Canada’s Food Univer-
sity – the University of 
Guelph – as one of North 
America’s pre-eminent in-
stitutions linked to space. 

But researchers in many 
labs on campus are highly 
regarded in such studies. 

One of the most endur-
ing examples of the univer-
sity’s connection to space 
belongs to environmental 
sciences professor Mike 
Dixon, and his controlled 
environment systems re-
search lab. 

Dixon was a pioneer in 
greenhouse research – 
among the most practical 
and applied controlled 
environments on Earth – 
and went on to engage in 
studies designed to address 
astronauts’ need to grow 
their own food for extend-
ed space missions.

He’s become a world au-
thority on food for space, 
and continues to blaze new 
frontiers in controlled envi-
ronment crops, particularly 
cannabis. 

Dixon is fond of saying 
food determines how far 
we can go from Earth and 
how long we can stay. Of 
course, he acknowledges, 
there are other factors. But 
what’s more fundamental 

Local 
greenhouse 
technology 
supports 
space travel

ROBERTS | 16

But there’s as yet still plenty of room for traditional brick-and-mortar retailers, say experts 
crunching the numbers

SHOPPING | 16

FAISAL ALI

E-commerce sales grew sales grew more than 25 per cent in 2017 over the previous year, but 
still represented only a fraction of traditional retailing.

WHETHER YOU’VE AL-
READY GOT something 
for everyone on your list 
or you’re a last-minute 
shopper, there’s a growing 
chance online purchases 
are part of the mix.

Online shopping is on 
the rise in Canada, and 
it’s radically changing the 
way consumers engage 
with retailers, suggests an 
upcoming study by KPMG 
LLP, a tax and auditing ad-
visory firm.

“Technological disrup-
tion has fundamentally 
changed the retail experi-
ence, but many Canadian 
retailers are still playing 
catch up,” said KPMG’S 
Willy Kruh in a report re-
leased this week.

“Retailers today not only 
have to compete with fierce 
e-commerce competitors, 
including large global plat-
form companies, but also 
respond to rapidly shifting 
shopping expectations 
driven by new technologies 
and demographic changes. 
Recognition is only half-
way to doing something, 
and too many Canadian 
retailers are not keeping 
pace with the fact that con-
sumers and their shopping 
habits are undergoing a 
sea-change.”

The numbers alone 
paint a convincing picture. 
According to Statistics 
Canada, in 2017 e-com-
merce sales in the final two 
months of the year topped 
$3.8 billion – a 20 per cent 

jump from the year before. 
However, that amount 
still paled in comparison 
to conventional retail dur-
ing the Christmas season, 
which went in excess of 
$100-billion in those same 
two months.

“We certainly have been 
seeing the rise of online 
over the last number of 
years,” noted Brad Davis, 
associate professor of 
marketing at Wilfrid Lau-
rier University’s Lazaridis 
School of Business & Eco-
nomics. “It’s much further 
developed in the U.S. Part 
of what’s holding it back 
in Canada is in the U.S. 
there are a lot of small- and 
medium-size businesses 
that offer online shopping 
because they have greater 
population densities, so it’s 
just logistically possible. 
Whereas in Canada, it’s less 
so.”

That observation is 
echoed by KPMG, which 
says that while Canadians 
are steadily embracing on-
line shopping, they are also 
less trusting with their per-
sonal information on the 
internet, more leery of mis-
use of their private data, 
and are slower to adopt 
technology than their 
counterparts elsewhere in 
the industrialized world.

A survey by the company 
found that 46 per cent of 
respondents said they were 
concerned about unauthor-
ized tracking of their habits 
online, while 64 per cent 
said they did not trust be-
haviourally-tracked ads. In 

contrast, only six per cent  
of respondents said they 
trusted retailers with their 
information.

“Companies must be-
gin to appreciate that the 
modern customer is highly 
aware of the worst ways 
in which their data can 
be misused,” said KPMG’s 
Kruh. “From hacking to un-
warranted tracked adver-
tising, customer are rightly 
worried. Transparency and 
better communication will 
go a long way to reassuring 
customers that their data 
is in safe hands and that it 
is being used in their ben-
efit.”

But data analytics can 
still provide retailers of 
any size with valuable in-
sights into their costomers 
– an advantage of online 
retailing that businesses 
shouldn’t ignore.

“Particularly very im-
portant [is that] you can 
build databases of who 
your customers are and 
then you can target specific 
messages to them, specific 
deals, etc. So there is also a 
lot of benefit to having that 
kind of online capacity,” 
said Davis.

Less clear cut, however, 
is the advantages of social 
media. Even with the rise 
of generation selfie, 42 per 
cent of Canadians surveyed 
by KPMG found a brand’s 
social media presence to be 
unimportant – 11 per cent 
higher than global consum-
ers surveyed. Still, half of 
respondents changed their 
tunes, somewhat, saying 

they would react positively 
if they were offered deals 
and discounts through so-
cial media.

“Certainly millennials 
or under-35s are engaged 
dramatically on social me-
dia constantly. So there’s 
a huge, huge group there 
that you can try to reach,” 
said Davis. “The flip side 
is [you have] some of these 
really large companies 
who are investing heavily 
in social media, and they 
don’t quite know why they 
do it other than everybody 
else is, and that’s where 
everybody is now.”

It’s a technology that 
even the big companies 
are still unsure how to use, 
says Davis, while many 
are still relying on the old 
models of television and 
media advertising, and 
adapting it to the new fo-
rum.

The upshot is that tradi-
tional stores aren’t going 
anywhere just yet.

“Consumers still like the 
tactile experience in shop-
ping,” said Davis. “In a lot 
of cases,  they like to see 
it and shake it and take a 
look at it, physically feel it. 
There’s a social component 
to bricks-and-mortar. Just 
getting out there, either go-
ing out with friends or just 
going out and interacting 
in that environment. We’re 
a social species so we need 
that interaction.”

But the ideal state for 
retailers might lie some-
where in between the tra-
ditional and contemporary 
models – a hybridization of 
online and in-person expe-
riences.

“A number of companies 
that started solely online 
are now beginning to intro-
duce physical ‘showrooms’ 
to offer virtual-physical 
experiences for custom-
ers,” notes KPMG. “For in-
stance, some players in the 

Accreditation 
Number: 38988
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2018 OBSERVER GIFT IDEAS

Looking for the 
Perfect Gift this Christmas?

Perfect Gift this Christmas?Look to the Observer’s Gift Ideas guide to find 

the perfect gift from a great local business!

PUTTING
A WRAP ON 
CHRISTMAS

P: 877-595-7585 E: sales@lwcb.shop W: www.lwcb.shop

122 Church St. W 
Elmira, ON 
N3B 1N3 

Gif�                                         
they will 
treasure ON NOW!
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ON NOW!
Save!Save!Save!

ON NOW!

Visit us in store this holiday season to get your 
Peel & Save card! You have a chance to receive 

John Deere toys & merchandise ORJohn Deere toys & merchandise OR

Visit us in store this holiday season to get your 
Peel & Save card! You have a chance to receive Win Your PurchaseWin Your PurchaseWin Your Purchase

Win Your Purchase

Save!Save!Save!
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Save!Save!Save!
Wishing you all the 

best this season and 
a happy prosperous 

new year!

Wishing you all the Wishing you all the 

Elmira
275 Church St. West | (519) 669-5453

*SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS
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2239 Floradale Rd., Floradale, ON (5 minutes from Elmira)

519.669.9761

Come visit our newly remodeled storeCome visit our newly remodeled store
And order a unique centrepiece today

floralfusion.ca

UPGRADE YOUR SNOW SHOVEL
TODAY !!

$2,149*
............................................................. ............................................................. .............................................................

CA226HD
TWO-STAGE HEAVEY-DUTY

CA234 PRO
TWO-STAGE PRO

CA330HD
THREE-STAGE HEAVY-DUTY

6805 Line 86 W
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6

519-669-1561
www.stoltzsales.com

* Product Price — Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be addi�onal and may vary.  Images may 
not reflect dealer inventory and/or unit specifica�ons. Models subject to limited availability. See your local Columbia® dealer for more details.     2018 Columbia 873-10604

Receive a $20 rebate on toy purchases!*

*$20 instant rebate available for every $100 of Ertl/TOMY 
products purchased, up to a $100 instant rebate. Offer applies to 

eligible products purchased unitl December 31, 2018.

6805 Line 86 W Box 235
Elmira, ON, N3B 2Z6

CASE IH GIFTS 
GET THE 

BIGGEST SMILES

Battery
Truckload Sale

Batteries for: Trucks, Select Auto, UTV
Lawn & Garden, Tractors, & Big Rigs

Add a little Cheer
with Gifts he’ll love –
From Casual to Dress

Men’s Apparel

MEN ’S CLOT H IE R  |  18  -  24  A R T HUR S T RE E T  S .  E L M IR A |  519 - 6 69 -1152

W.C.  BROWN AND SONS

CHRISTMAS HOURS

MON-WED
9AM-6PM

THURS-FRI
9AM-7PM

SATURDAY
9AM-5PM

DEC 24TH
9AM-4PM

PERFECT
GIFT
Perfect timing

1 Union St., Elmira  519-669-2201  www.schelterofficeplus.ca
Office & School Supplies • Print Copy Courier • Computer IT Supplies

Hi-Tech for
theHolidays!

TECH SUPPORT
Repair, Upgrade and Install Service
Now available     In-store or Onsite

NEW!NEW!
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Office Tech 
Hardware
ON SALE

All in-stock 
Office Tech 
Hardware
ON SALE

UP TO 25% OFFUP TO 25% OFF

Today’s Top Brands
Tech for your office!  

Nitro Concepts
S300 Gamer Chair

“Developed by Gamers for Gamers”

$397.99 REG – 338.29 SALE
Variety of Colours Available

Logitech
G Series Pro

Get your Game On
Authorized Logitec G series Dealer
All items – 15 % Off

Exponent, Sony, Verbatim
Wireless Head Sets & Ear Phones

Great Stocking Stuffer – Some below $ 10

All Items – 15% Off
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than food?
Space research has ad-

vanced with the help of 
these labs and other uni-
versity and government 
labs around the world. 
Canada has produced big-
name astronauts – among 
them, Guelph graduate 
Roberta Bodnar, governor 
general Julie Payette, fed-
eral minister of transport 
Marc Garneau, “astro-trou-
bador” Chris Hadfield and 
Bob Thirsk, to name a few. 

Joining their ranks Mon-
day was astronaut David 
Saint-Jacques of the Cana-
dian Space Agency, who 
left on a mission to the In-
ternational Space Station, 
where astronauts are work-
ing together to advance 
space travel. At least 200 
experiments are being con-

ducted there at any time.
One such project is 

closely connected to one of 
Dixon’s students, environ-
mental science major Con-
nor Kiselchuk.

Kiselchuk was intro-
duced to space travel in his 
third year as a U of Guelph 
student, when he heard 
Canadian astronaut Thirsk 
speak on campus about To-
matosphere. It’s a program 
Guelph helped launch to 
put tomato seeds in space, 
then distribute them to 
schools where they’re 
grown to see if space travel 
changed their ability to 
germinate. 

He approached Tomato-
sphere scientific director 
Dixon for a volunteer spot 
in his lab. In one year, 
Kiselchuk dedicated 250 
hours to learning how to 

grow plants in controlled 
environments.

His enthusiasm and 
talent paid off quickly. In 
2017, he won the Jeff Schell 
Fellowship from Bayer 
Crop Science, which he 
served over eight months 
at DLR (German Space 
Agency) in Bremen. There, 
he was part of an interna-
tional team that designed, 
built, tested and deployed a 
self-sufficient greenhouse 
to the Neumayer-III re-
search station in Antarctica 
– where it remains today, 
producing fresh food for 
the overwintering crew.

And then came the big 
prize: a four-month place-
ment at the NASA Kennedy 
Space Center, as part of the 
on-orbit plant production 
team. There, he worked as 
what’s called a “pseudo-

naut,” someone who mir-
rors on Earth the experi-
ments that an astronaut 
would do in space. 

In Kiselchuk’s case, the 
experiment was working 
on fertilizer requirements 
and optimum light require-
ments for growing plants 
in space.  

Last month was a pin-
nacle for him, when his 
plants were germinated on 
the international space sta-
tion’s orbital greenhouse. 
There, astronaut Serena 
Aunon-Chancellor of the 
U.S. and German astronaut 
Alexander Gerst are grow-
ing Dragoon lettuce and 
Red Russian Kale, chosen 
specifically for their re-
spective concentration 
in B vitamins and other 
compounds which have 
been known to be lacking 

in astronauts’ current pre-
packaged diet. 

“The feedback I get is 
that growing plants on the 
space station is one of their 
favourite things to do,” says 
Kiselchuk, who hopes to 

enter a Master’s program 
in 2019. “Astronauts jockey 
for the job to grow plants … 
it helps their mood seeing 
something green, caring for 
another organism, it’s like 
horticultural therapy.”

ROBERTS: Research close to home has implications for growing things very far away from here
FROM | 13
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  reg.
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i5 2540m 2.6 ghz 
8 gig x 320 gig 7 pro 
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5" screen  Android OS

24-36 hr battery with normal use 
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Wow! $100 Off!

RealityBytes

CHRISTMAS BLOWOUT!

112 Bonnie Cres. (at Union) 
ELMIRA, ON  ·  519-669-5551

Second
Location

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

112 Bonnie Cres.
ELMIRA, ON

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON

519-669-5551
SALE CONTINUES
UNTIL SOLD OUT!www.realitybytes.com Call us today! WE FIX ALL BRANDS!

* Valid one per customer.
 One day only.
 See clinic for full details.

29A Church St. W., Elmira
519-210-3030
www.perfectpitchhearing.com

Ring in the Holidays with our

December 17-21, 2018

Ring in the Holidays with ourRing in the Holidays with ourRing in the Holidays with our

December 17-21, 2018

Pre-Christmas
Celebration

Week!

Pre-Christmas
Celebration

Week!

FREE Hearing Aid
Cleanings all week!
PLUS! Bring in this ad on Thursday, 
December 20 and receive one FREE 
package of hearing aid batteries* 

grocery space are eyeing 
even more locations in the 
years to come. Indeed, re-
tail companies are develop-
ing new business models, 
or rethink existing ones, 
in direct responses to the 
‘new normal’ in the shop-
ping world.”

“Amid disruption from 

the Amazons of the world, 
retailers should focus on 
creating value and innovat-
ing on the links between 
online and physical shop-
ping,” added Kruh. “Today, 
consumers are most keen 
on digital experiences that 
improve and complement 
the physical environment 
around them.”

 SHOPPING: Still working out the shifts technology brings
FROM | 13
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

A bunny for Christmas ... and a good tale with it
Lightning Banjo Productions set to stage The Velveteen Rabbit this weekend at The Registry Theatre in Kitchener

VERONICA REINER

RELIVE THE CLASSIC 
CHILDREN’S story adapted 
into a play, with Lightning 
Banjo Productions’ perfor-
mance of The Velveteen 
Rabbit, on this weekend 
at The Registry Theatre in 
Kitchener.

The plot is based on 
the 1922 book by Margery 
Williams, which has been 
adapted into various films, 
illustrations, and even 
board games.

The story centres around 
Pamela (played in this 
production by Joy Soltys), 
who receives a toy bunny 
for Christmas – the titular 
character of the Velveteen 
Rabbit, played by newcom-
er Conner Ambler. 

At first, she does not 
pay too much attention to 
the rabbit after receiving 
plenty of other gifts, but 
they soon find their way to 
one another, and the rabbit 
becomes her special toy.

This is one original spin 
Lightning Banjo put on 
their version of the play – 
in the original book, the 
protagonist was a young 
boy.

“I liked the idea of hav-
ing the adventurous girl,” 
said director Amy Neufeld. 
“So she initiates all of the 
adventurous play that she 
does with the rabbit. It’s 
a big adventure – so there 
are pirates, they have to 
climb volcanoes and have 
to be brave adventurers. 
So I really wanted that fun 
and energetic aspect of the 
show to keep the audience 
engaged, but also spe-
cifically to have that with a 
young female character.”

While there were some 
alterations to the play per-
formance from the novel, 

the group did its best to 
capture the magic of the 
tale as it was written.

“We tried to stay really 
true to the feel of the origi-
nal story,” said Neufeld. 
“So it hasn’t particularly 
been modernized in any 
sense of the word. We really 
wanted it to be reminiscent 
of when people would have 
read this story to their kids 
or their grandchildren.”

In keeping with the tale, 
the rabbit learns what it 
means to be real, different 
from the other toys in the 

nursery, and he quickly 
becomes entranced by the 
idea.

“It’s kind of like Toy Sto-
ry in that way, just in that 
these toys have an inner 
life that’s very connected to 
the child that owns them,” 
said Neufeld. “So he learns 
that when a toy is really 
and truly loved by a child, 
then that toy can become 
real. The velveteen rabbit 
becomes quite fascinated 
by this, and he and Pamela 
have many adventures and 
are there for each other.”

Tensions arise later due 
to Pamela falling very ill, 
and the bunny’s bravery is 
tested. It appears that all 
hope may be lost when the 
doctor recommends that 
everything Pamela came 
into contact with while 
she was sick is disinfected 
or destroyed  ... including 
the Velveteen Rabbit. But 
that is when the best magic 
happens.

“It’s more genuinely 
heartwarming, a less come-
dic show than our usual,” 
said Soltys, who has per-

formed in many previous 
Lightning Banjo produc-
tions. “We tend to go for 
comedy in the past, but it’s 
really a welcome change 
to delve more into those 
genuine moments.”

Neufeld described 
elements of action and 
adventure within the 
family-friendly play. It dif-
ferentiates from some pro-
ductions that are entirely 
feel-good.

“This one does have 
some moments of ten-
sion,” said Neufeld. “It 

Lightning Banjo will be putting their own spin on the classic children’s tale of The Velveteen Rabbit while still keeping the feel of the original. Among the cast members are a mix of 
experienced and new actors: Joy Soltys as Pamela, Connor Ambler as the Velveteen Rabbit, Anna Maste as Sloop the boat, Nanny Peggy and the Real Rabbit, Kevin White as the Skin Horse, 
Daisy and Matilda Varteniuk as the Panda toys.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

always works out, as all 
good children’s literature 
should, but we really travel 
along with the Velveteen 
Rabbit on some of his dis-
coveries and some of his 
trials.”

“It’s a classic story that 
I think resonates through 
the generations,” added 
Solytis. “I know I grew up 
reading this story and just 
think that it’s an absolute-
ly timeless piece. I really 
think we did it justice.”

Lightning Banjo has also 
partnered with Artshine 
- Arts4All, a mobile arts 
school that provides art 
classes, workshops, and 
art camps to people of all 
ages. The group will be in 
the lobby to host an art 
activity with attendees.

“They’re coming in be-
forehand and setting up an 
art activity that’s themati-
cally related to the show 
in the lobby,” explained 
Neufeld. “We try to engage 
people from the moment 
that they get into the the-
atre so that theatre magic 
can carry them through 
the whole experience.”

Lightning Banjo also in-
vites members of the audi-
ence to stay after the show 
to meet the actors and get 
their program signed. 

The show will run be-
tween 45 and 50 minutes 
with no intermission. 
Performances are set for 
tomorrow (December 7) 
at 6:30 p.m., Saturday 
(December 8) at 2 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. and Sunday 
(December 9) at 2 p.m. at 
The Registry Theatre in 
Kitchener. Tickets are $20 
for general admission, $15 
for seniors and children 12 
and under, available online 
at EventBrite.ca by search-
ing “Velveteen Rabbit.”

519-669-3030 | info@footfoundation.ca | www.footfoundation.ca

Elmira, ON
11 Church St. E,

Custom Footwear • Custom Orthotics • Major Footwear Alterations 
Standard Orthopedic Footwear Sales • General Repairs

Specializing in
comfort footwear 

for men and women
Visit our footwear showroom today!

Fitting adjustment services included. See in-store for details. 
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CLASSIFIED
LISTINGS

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED IN a welding 
shop ,manufacturing live-
stock equipment, welding 
,fitting , and assembling. 
Welding experience an 
asset but willing to teach, 
Farm experience also an 
asset. Apply in person to 
E.S.Martin Welding [2016], 
5111 Schummer Line R.R.#1 
Linwood or call 226 750-7506 
for an appointment. 

AUCTION

HELP WANTED

Competitive wages

For more info visit our website: 
jmjrockforming. ca  —> careers

• Formwork Carpenters
HIRING:

• General Labourer

For more information call 
Rob at 519-664-3688 or 

519-575-5128.

WANTED

Repair 
pallets 
on your 
farm.

FULL TIME POSITION

DZ DRIVER / 
WAREHOUSE ASSOCIATE

Hydronic Solutions is a plumbing and heating 
wholesaler looking for a capable driver as well as 
providing support to our warehouse operations.
This roll involves providing excellent customer 
service to our customers locally and South 
Western Ontario and includes un/loading, 
deliveries and pick ups with a 17' cube van. Must 
be self motivated, able to work independently  to 
plan routes and delivery schedules. Valid AZ 
license with a clean driving record for the past 5 
years. Must be physically agile in order to lift, 
carry and move products. Basic computer 
knowledge and fork lift experience an asset.
Hours: Monday - Thursday 7:30 - 4:30 and 
Friday 7 a.m. - 4:30  

Please submit resume to:
juanita@hydronicsolutions.ca or

fax to 519-880-1268

WANTED

LARGE MULTIPLE ESTATE  
AND CONSIGNMENT AUCTION 

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Of�ce: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website: www.bowmanauctions.ca 

of Vehicles, Snow Blowers, Shop Equipment, Furniture, Antiques,  
and Household Smalls. 

 
Sale to be held at #7213 Line 86 Wallenstein  

approx. 6 km west of Elmira.  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15TH 10:00 A.M.   

Vehicles 2006 white Pontiac Montana mini van, 2005 green Saturn VUE SUV, 2006 
Ford F150 XLT pick up truck, 4 door crew cab, 4X4. All vehicles selling as is not saftied. 
Shop Equipment and Misc  2 - 2500 gall. poly tanks, 81/2’ double auger snow blower 
w Hyd. chute, 2 - front mount snow blowers for riding mowers, Wallenstein B x 62 3 
pth wood chipper (nice), Mig- Tig welder, �oor model drill press, torch set on cart large 
tanks, pallet pump cart, dry wall lifting cart, engine stand, Miller stick welder, steel chop 
saw, 16” wood planer, 8” wood jointer, 16” scroll saw, 2000lb 12 v winch, air �oor jack, 
portable air compressors, 2 - gas pressure washers, tap and die set, 8” Dado blade, 
single wheel measuring device, heavy implement jacks, axle for small trailer, large pres-
sure tank, truck tool box, �bre glass and alum. ladders and more.
Gas Power Equipment Kubota rear tine tiller, variety of chainsaws, suitcase generator, 
chipper shredder 5 hp, variety of walk behind snow blowers, generator on small cart, 
Stihl string trimmer, back pack blower and more. 
Appliances Crosley 30” gas stove, Maytag fridge w top freezer, power juicer, toaster 
oven, electric heaters and more.
Misc  Coin operated pop dispenser, coin operated snack dispenser, electric train set, 
large telescope on tri pod, jugs of maple syrup, boxes of yarn, �at screen TV, 20 place 
setting of purple �owered dishes, 3 binders full of stamps, power tread mill, and more. 
Antiques Large bell on stand, singer treadle sewing machine, bonnet chest, press 
back chairs, wash stands, fancy side board w clock shelf, variety of mantle clocks, 3/4 
wooden beds and more. 
Furniture  60 wooden stacking chairs, 30 plastic stacking chairs, 4 pc light coloured 
waterfall bookcase bedroom set, 4pc oak bedroom set w wing mirror (nice), electric 
recliner, sewing cabinet w elevator, drop leaf table, bar stools, large metal of�ce desk, 
3/4 box and mattress, red heat and massage chair, wooden rockers and more. 
Note A full building lots unlisted. 

DAVID CARSON FARMS & 
AUCTION SERVICES LTD.

SAT. DECEMBER 8TH – 12 Noon. Pre 
Christmas Special Beef Sale. 200 Head of 
Breeding Cattle Sell! Featuring a Production 
Sale for Walkerbrae Farms Including a 
Selection of Registered & Commercial Speckle 
Parks & Angus. Followed by Consignments of 
Speckle Parks, Angus, Crossbreds & Black 
Cows. See website for listing. 
SAT., DEC. 15 - 9:30 AM - All Breed Horse & 
Equipment Sale. Tack and equipment will sell 
at 9:30 A.M. with harness, buggies and horse 
related equipment. Horses sell at approx. 12 
Noon with all breeds for riding, driving and 
pleasure. Entries taken right up till sale day.
WED. DECEMBER 19TH – 11:30 A.M. – 
Dairy Sale. Offering registered and grade, 
fresh and springing young Holstein cows and 
heifers. Open & Bred heifers will start at 11:30 
A.M. prior to the Dairy Sale. This is the last 
Dairy sale of 2018. Consignments Welcome!
SAT. DECEMBER 29TH – 11:00 A.M. – Beef 
Cow & Calf Sale. Offering cows, breeder 
bulls, and cow/calf pairs. Cull cows at 11A.M. 
followed by Stocker sale. Consignments 
Accepted! This is the last Beef sale of 2018

Carson’s Auction Service 
R.R.#3 Listowel, ON  N4W 3G8

Tel: 519-291-2049  |  Fax: 519-291-5065
Website: www.davidcarson.on.ca  |  Email: info@davidcarson.on.ca

Vintage Estate Vehicles – Plus Municipal, Police, Repo & Fleets

AUCTION

Sat Dec 8th 9:30am
BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX 
5100 FOUNTAIN ST, North, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

to be held at

Units Arriving Daily!   Check Website for Updates 
LIVE AUCTION  No Buyer’s Premium or Penalty!!!

PUBLIC

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

M.R. Jutzi Auctions
VIEWING:  Friday  Dec 7th, 2018, 1 pm to 5 pm

TERMS: $500 Deposit on Each Vehicle, or as announced.

DIVISION 658347 ONTARIO INC.

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. North, BRESLAU, Ontario, N0B1M0

Estate of RALPH HART. Cambridge
Vintage - Restored, Original, or 

In process

1990 Cadillac ALLANTE Conv
1962 Studebaker Hawk G-T 2dr
1961 Studebaker Champ P/U
1961 Chrysler Newport 2dr

1960 Studebaker Lark VI Conv
2 - 1956 Packard Clipper 2drs

1954 Kaiser Manhattan S/C 4dr
1950 Studebaker Champion 4dr
1950 Studebaker Champion 2dr

1949 Wlllys Jeepster Hurricane Conv
1948 Packard Touring Eight 4dr

1947 Studebaker M5 Pickup
1946 Hudson Super Six 4dr

1939 Studebaker Champion 2dr
1929 Franklin SD (Air Cooled) 4dr
1928 Erskine (Studebaker) 4dr
1922 Studebaker Touring 4dr

SPECIALS
2010 Independence 38’ Motorhome
2007 RAM 2500 Big Horn Mega Diesel
2006 Lincoln Towncar Limo - 245kms

2018 H928 4x4 Diesel Ldr
2 - 12/13 Chev Handi-Buses
2 - 07 /08 GMC Handi-Buses
2005 GMC C5500 Diesel Bus
2000 Ford E350 Diesel Amb

2016 Toyota VENSA
2011 Cadillac SRX-4 Awd
2011 Ford EDGE SE AWD
2010 Jeep LIBERTY Sport

2 - 08/10 Gr CARAVAN SE’s
2010 Ford F150 XL Pickup

2008 SEBRING Touring
2007 Hyundai Tiburon
2002 Cadillac DHS 4dr

2001 Dodge RAM Quad P/U
2001 Lincoln TOWNCAR
96 GRAND MARQUIS LS

85 CAPRICE Estate Wagon

2 - 78/83 AMC Jeep CJ-5’s
2005 Rockwood 26’ Travel Trlr

4 - Skids of HUDSON Parts

AUCTION

AUCTION

HELP WANTED

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE day 
to day management of 
chicken broilers for barn 
setup, cleanout, sanitation, 
housekeeping, operating 
loader tractor and other 
necessary tasks. Willingness 
to work around manure and 
mortalities. Experience may 
be considered an asset, but 
is not necessary. Questions 
about the position are 
welcome. 519-835-3372. 

FOR SALE

8 FT HEAVY Duty Reist snow 
blower. In good shape. Tire 
chains for 10.838 tires, #32 
meat grinder. Ken Kuepfer 
519-595-4080.

FRESH TURKEYS FROM 20 - 
30 lbs available on Dec. 21. 
Lloyd Martin 519-669-4753.

HILLCREST HOME BAKING  
519-669-1381 Christmas Sale, 
Dec. 4 - 28, 2018. Christmas 
hours - open Mon. Dec. 17 & 24 
- 8 - 4 and Mon. Dec. 31 - 8 - 4. 
Closed Dec. 25, 26 - Jan. 1, 2 & 
3. Customer Appreciation Days 
- Dec. 11 & 12 - Free coffee or 
hot chocolate and long johns. 
Chapmans Ice Cream special 
- original $2.99; premium - 
$3.99. 10% off candies & snack 
foods; 10% to 50% off fabrics; 
10% off sewing notions, table-
cloths, underwear, hosiery, 
mitts, quilt batts, toys, books, 
dishes, giftware, cards, 
stationery etc. Touch lamps; 
clocks; cannister sets and 
more. Notice: Soft Landing 
quilt batts will be back, also 
batting by the metre.

FOR SALE

VINYL FARM HOUSE replace-
ment windows. Energy 
Star rated and certified. 
No extra charge for custom 
sizes. Installation available.  
519-698-2059.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, 
collectibles, coins, stamps 
and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd., 
Wilmot Twp. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley, on Saturday 
December, 8th @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd.  
519-699-4451 or 698-0138. 

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

FARM 
SERVICES

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

ORGANIC FERTILIZER FOR 
sale. Sulfur 90 and Sulfate 
Potash. Call George Haffner 
Trucking at 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

WANTED

APARTMENT WANTED. 
SENIOR gentleman, quiet, 
clean, non smoker seeks 
affordable apartment or 
living space in private 
home. References available. 
519-635-3133.

BUYING: ROLEX, OMEGA, 
Bretling and others: pocket 
watches, all gold and silver 
jewellery and diamonds, 
silver and gold coins, silver-
ware, Group of Seven paint-
ings. Call Terry 519-242-6900 
or gallamore@golden.net 
Fair, honest prices. Elmira.

100% LOCAL

RENTALS

WANTED TO RENT - 2 
bedroom apartment in 
Elmira. Call 902-295-7589.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON’S DRYWALL AND 
Renovations. Over 35 years 
experience. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
 ron.spncr@gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

HORSE LOVERS & Friends! 
Come and see the model 
horses & wagons, buggies 
and farm machinery Gordon 
Brubacher has collected 
over the last 25 years. Col-
lection is in Elora, 6454 
Wellington Rd. 7, past Dars 
Country Mart. Available all 
winter. P.S. A special invita-
tion to all family members 
of the late Harold Sch-
weitzer, Eli Martin, Harold 
Bale, Bob Jacobs, Jack Stan-
ners, Jim Bates. Cell phone 
519-820-4657.

FIND IT
IN THE OBSERVER

NEWS 
SOURCE#1

IN THE REGION
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Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

PUBLIC NOTICE OF AN ALL WAY STOP SIGN INSTALLATION FOR 
THE WOOLWICH STREET SOUTH AT ANDOVER DRIVE / ELROY ROAD 

INTERSECTION IN BRESLAU
As directed by the Council of the Township of 
Woolwich, the intersection of Woolwich Street South 
at Andover Drive and / Elroy Road will become an 
All Way Stop control intersection.  The All Way Stop 
control intersection will be installed on or about 
December 19, 2018. The installation of the All Way 
Stop Signs at intersection of Woolwich Street South 
at Andover Drive and Elroy Road is part of the external 
road improvements for the Empire Communities 
Development Phase 1.
For more information regarding the installation of the All Way Stop Signs at the intersection 
of Woolwich Street South at Andover Drive and Elroy Road, please contact the following:

Randy Miller, Development Engineering Supervisor
Engineering & Planning Services
519-669-1647 x 6030
rmiller@woolwich.ca

Notice of Public Meeting – Township of Woolwich
Remediation Advisory Committee (RAC)

Thursday, December 13, 2018
3:00 p.m. Public Meeting

Council Chambers, 2nd Floor
Administration Building, 24 Church Street West, Elmira

PRINTING SERVICES

Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  Town
Parents Names

Full colour photo of your little one published in the 
January 10, 2019 edition.

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2018

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com

Email photos & caption information to: 
ads@woolwichobserver.com

Monday, January 7, 2019

Deadline for submission & payment

+hst
$40

BOOK EARLY!
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YOUR 
BUSINESS

RIGHT 
HERE.

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

CALL 519-206-0336

CONESTOGO

BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE   www.koebelhcm.com

FURNACES | AIR CONDITIONERS | WATER HEATERS
FIREPLACES | AIR FILTRATION | HUMIDIFIERS 

DUCT WORK | GAS PIPING

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

CALL US TODAY! 226-220-1196

FREE ESTIMATES ON ANY SIZE JOB

 Drywall & Taping
 Painting
 Flooring Installation

 Trim & Moulding
 Tiling
 Appliance Installation & much more

Over 30 Years
Experience

info@martinandmousso.ca  |  www.martinandmousso.ca

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN
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REAL ESTATE

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR 
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

80 ARTHUR ST.S. ELMIRA

Country living on the edge of the village.1/2 
acre lot backing to farmland. Custom built 
all brick bungalow – 1,848 square feet. 
3 bedrooms, master with 3 piece ensuite. 
Combination LR/DR. Eat – in kitchen with 
oak cabinetry. Main floor den or family room 
with a wood burning FP. Main floor laundry. 

6367 WELLINGTON RD. 11, DORKING

$519,000
Finished rec room w/propane stove. Oversize double garage w/stairs to the basement.
Cistern under the garage floor as well as a ‘wood’storage room. Replacement forced air 
propane furnace in 2017. Don’t miss this well built home! MLS  NEW PRICE 

$569,900

Huge 58x220 lot backing to open space! 
Original owners in this custom built back-
split. 3br + den, 2 bath. Country kitch. walk 
out to two tier deck, family room walk out 
on grade to fenced inground pool. Formal 
LR/DR. Unfinished lower level waiting your 
design. Shows well! MLS

8 BUNTING PLACE, ELMIRA

From $499,900

Want to retire in comfort? You’ll enjoy these 
custom built townhomes with everything 
on the main floor! Gas fireplaces, tray ceil-
ing in liv. room, quality windows, hardwood 
and ceramics. Custom kitchens w/island & 
lots of cabinetry & granite countertops..
your choice on the finishing touches! One 
end unit available. EXCLUSIVE. Prices start 
at $499,900

BUR OAK, ELMIRA

$799,900

This custom built bungalow offers an open 
concept main floor w/high ceilings & sev-
eral skylights. Hdwd. in LR.DR & office/3rd 
bedrm.Lovely kitchen w/granite countertop. 
Private master suite w/2 closets & 4pc. en-
suite. Main flr.laundry. Partilly fin.bsmt. w/
huge rec-rm, 2 bdrms& 2 pc bathrm. Almost 
2000 sq. ft. Professionally landscaped. No  
backyard neighbour! MLS  $749,000

28 SECOND ST., ELMIRA

NEW PRICE

This custom built bungalow offers an open 
concept main floor w/high ceilings & sev-
eral skylights. Hdwd. in LR.DR & office/3rd 
bedrm.Lovely kitchen w/granite countertop. 
Private master suite w/2 closets & 4pc. en-
suite. Main flr.laundry. Partilly fin.bsmt. w/

$749,000$749,000

suite. Main flr.laundry. Partilly fin.bsmt. w/
huge rec-rm, 2 bdrms& 2 pc bathrm. Almost 
2000 sq. ft. Professionally landscaped. No  

eral skylights. Hdwd. in LR.DR & office/3rd 
bedrm.Lovely kitchen w/granite countertop. 
Private master suite w/2 closets & 4pc. en
suite. Main flr.laundry. Partilly fin.bsmt. w/
huge rec-rm, 2 bdrms& 2 pc bathrm. Almost SOLD

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Drayton -  A rare opportunity 
to own a custom built bungalow 
in a picturesque country setting 
only 30 minutes to KW. This 
meticulously maintained home 
has an open concept feel and is 
finished from top to bottom.  
With the sprawling island, 
formal living room, family room 
and main floor laundry, this 
home has been well thought 
out. Entertaining is a breeze in 
this huge rec room, two 
bedrooms and an office in the basement.  In addition to the single garage, the 24X24 ft detached 
workshop will impress. Call today to visit this property!

$899,900$899,900

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO…

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

Shanna

A portion of each sale commission

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO

WANT TO SELL? CALL US TODAY TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR PROPERTY IS WORTH!

$409,000  ELMIRA Bungalow on a fantastic 61' x 135' lot. Very well 
maintained with many updates already completed. Walking distance to 
schools, recreation and downtown. Amazing price for a detached home in 
Elmira.  It may be worth your visit this Saturday.  MLS

$749,000 Inviting cottage feeling home with fieldstone 
fireplace, board & batten exterior and cedar shake roof. 
Picture perfect private setting. 4 level backsplit with an 
abundance of windows, walkouts and inground pool. MLS

$719,000  How convenient to have the 
opportunity to purchase this 6800 sq ft shop 
right across the street on its own 1/2 acre 
lot. 25' and 8' ceiling height, 2nd floor office, 
800 sq ft mezzanine, overhead crane and 
more.  MLS

HAWKESVILLE - WORK FROM HOME OPPORTUNITY 

PARADIGM ELMIRA HOMES
ONLY ONE UNIT REMAINING IN THE FIRST PHASE OF TOWN HOMES!    Base price 
$459,900.  Move in Spring/2019.  Many extras and upgrades including hardwood, gas 
fireplace, central air conditioning, ensuite bathroom, main floor master, custom 
kitchen, ceramic plus much more.  Inviting open concept layout with main floor laundry, 
2 bdrms, 2 baths.  Option to finish the basement & add a 3rd bdrm.  EXCLUSIVE
SINGLE DETACHED BUNGLAOW  - Currently under construction with double car garage, 
all main floor conveniences, SPRING/2019 closing.  EXCLUSIVE

OPEN HOUSE | SAT, DEC 8TH

13 PM • 12 FIRST ST. E., ELMIRA

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

Drayton | $419,900
Nice open concept bungalow on a good sized lot backing onto schoolgrounds . 
3+2 bedrooms and 2 full baths for the growing family. Enjoy the gas fireplace in 
the finished rec room. Lots of storage. MLS Call Dale direct.

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church in St. Jacobs was the scene Saturday of a craft and bake sale featuring homemade baking and jams, knitting, crafts and plants. 
[VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

ST. JACOBS NOTES IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR

WORD ADS WORK
Small ads, big results.

Generate big business, in small ways. 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.
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FAMILY ALBUM

DEATH NOTICES

FOERSTER, BRYAN PETER - Passed away after a brief illness at 
Grand River Hospital, Kitchener, on Thursday, November 29, 
2018, at the age of 68 years. 

STECKLEY, WILLIAM LLOYD - After a valiant struggle, but 
desiring to be with his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and his 
beloved Merrill, passed away at his home at Nith Valley Manor, 
St. Jacobs with his family at his side. 

STRICKLER, ROBERT (BOB) Gordon - 1932-2018 Passed away 
at Grand River Hospital, Kitchener on Thursday, November 29, 
2018. 

WARD, MONTY - Passed away on Saturday, December 1, 2018 at 
Grand River Hospital at the age of 67. 

THANK YOU

St. Clements and surrounding communities raised a grand total of $11,582 in support of the Gies Family Centre Hospice leading up to Saturday’s illuminating of the Paradise and District Lions Club’s Tree of Light. 
Despite the chilly weather, some 100 people made it out to the event. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

LIGHTING UP THE NIGHT IN ST. CLEMENTS

We would like to thank 
 the community 

for the prayers and support during 
our son’s cancer treatments.  

“It takes a village.” 

Love Daniel, Sherry and Holden Bowman.

Brubacher, Lloyd
Passed away peacefully on Saturday, 
December 1, 2018, surrounded by his 
family, at Heritage House, St. Jacobs, 
at the age of 73 years. Lloyd, of Elmira, 
was the beloved husband of Candie 
Brubacher for over 50 years. Dear father of 
Rick and Cindy Brubacher of Atwood and 
Joyce and Kevin Horst of Elmira. Loved 
Papa of Corey, Ashley (Alex), Mykayla, 
Brydon; Dylan, Zach, and Sylvia; and 
Great-Papa of Keian and Landon. He will 
be missed by his siblings Irene Wagner, 
Mervin Brubacher, Willard Brubacher, 
and Alice Knarr, and their families. 
Predeceased by his parents Simeon and 
Ada (Gingrich) Brubacher, sister Verna, 
and sister-in-law Adeline. Lloyd’s family 
was precious to him. He was an avid 
golfer and a friend to all. Visitation took 
place on Monday, December 3, 2018 
from 7-9 p.m. and Tuesday December 4, 
2018 from 2-4 p.m. at Wallenstein Bible 
Chapel, 4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein. 
Interment was held in Hawkesville 
Cemetery, 16 Geddes St., Hawkesville, 
on Wednesday, December 5, 2018 at 
1 p.m. with a Celebration of Life at 2 
p.m. at Wallenstein Bible Chapel. A 
reception followed. Thank you to the 
staff at Derbecker’s Heritage House 
for their kind and thoughtful care. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations 
to Gospel for Asia or Wallenstein 
Bible Chapel Building Fund would be 
appreciated. Arrangements entrusted to 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Amos B.
Passed away at Grand River Hospital, 
Kitchener, on Thursday, November 
29, 2018, at the age of 80 years. Amos 
Martin, of RR 1, St. Clements, was the 
husband of Louisa (Sherk) Martin. 
Father of Lucinda and Paul Martin, 
Lydiann and Paul Lahman, all of RR 1, 
St. Clements, Aaron and MaryAnn of 
Maxwell, Henry and Saloma of RR 1, 
St. Clements, Nancy and Levi Martin 
of RR 1, Millbank, Susannah and Onias 
Bauman of RR 1, Linwood, Norman 
and Sarah of Maxwell, Amos and Betty 
of RR 1, St. Clements, and Andrew and 
Perceeda of Maxwell. Grandfather of 
numerous grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. Survived by three broth-
ers and three sisters. Predeceased by his 
parents Noah and Rebecca Martin and 
two sisters. Funeral service and burial 
took place on Monday, December 3, 2018 
at Wellesley-Crosshill Mennonite Meet-
ing House. Arrangements entrusted to 
the Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Erma
Passed away at her home, RR 2, Elmira, 
on Saturday, December 1, 2018, at the 
age of 60 years. Daughter of Annie 
Martin and the late Sydney B. Martin. 
Sister of Selema and Edward Martin 
and Abner and Erla Martin, all of RR 
2, Elmira. Survived by 17 nieces and 
nephews. Visiting for relatives and 
friends was held at the home of Selema 
and Edward W. Martin, 144 Southfield 
Dr., Elmira, on Sunday, December 
2, 2018 from 2-5:30 and 6-8 p.m. and 
Monday, December 3, 2018 from 2-6 
p.m. A family service took place at the 
home on Tuesday, December 4, 2018 
at 9 a.m. then to Elmira Mennonite 
Meeting House for burial and public 
service. Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Buschert, Carl I. “Bush” 
January 20, 1937 – November 27, 2018

Carl passed away peacefully after a 
massive stroke, on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 27, 2018, at Grand River Hospital, 
in his 82nd year. He is survived by 
his brother Don Buschert. Uncle of 
David (Carol) and Jason (Cindy). 
Great-uncle of Sarah (Owen), Stephen 
(Corey), Ashley (Cliff), Tiffany (Jamie), 
and Bonnie Sue (Will). Great-great-
uncle of Enzo; Layla;  Alex; Lillian, and 
Jackson. Caring companion and best 
friend of Barb Jantzi and missed by   
Barb’s family Kevin, Steve and Faye, 
Aaron and Reegan, and Greg and Kristen. 
Also survived by many dear cousins. 
He was predeceased by his parents Ira 
and Ida (Snyder) Buschert, and twin 
brothers at birth. Bush lived a full life, 
sports foremost. He enjoyed going to 
Toronto Maple Leafs games and was a 
Detroit Tiger fan. He coached church 
league hockey in Elmira. He also played 
ball, bowling and golf. He was involved 
with CanAm Hockey School at the  
University of Guelph. He was at Chesley 
Lake Camp as Program and Sports 
Director for 13 years, and he was also 
at Camp Luz in Ohio. He received a  25 
year award for outstanding volunteer 
service from the House of Friendship. 
Bush lived in Floradale in the 50s, and 
became like one of the Butch Martin 
family. He also lived with the Bauman 
family in Elmira for 27 years. Bush was a 
very good friend to many. Remembered 
by his Group of ‘8’ Breakfast Club friends 
Ab Martin, Del Gingrich, Frank Martin,  
Glenn Brubacher, Ray Brubacher, 
Zenas Buehler and Aden Bauman. 
Visitation was held from 2-4 and 6-8 
p.m. on Friday, November 30, 2018 at the  
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. A funeral service took 
place at 11 a.m. on Saturday, December 
1, 2018 at the Elmira Mennonite Church, 
58 Church St. W., Elmira. Donations 
to the House of Friendship, Elmira  
Mennonite Church, or Grand River  
Hospital ICU would be appreciated. 
Thank you to the staff at Grand River 
Hospital Intensive Care for your excellent 
care and compassion, as well as the  
Paramedics and Wellesley Fire Department.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com
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  Israel ‘Isey’ Weber 
June 20, 1936 – December 5, 2013

In loving memory of a dear husband,  
father, Opa and supporting friend of 
many. Quietly remembered on this day 
by those whose lives he touched. Unseen, 
unheard but always near in spirit.
       Sadly missed by Sally, family and friends 

IN MEMORIAM
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LIVING HERE
MILESTONES / SOME REAL AFTER-WORK TIME

IT’S THE MOST WONDER-
FUL time of the year! Not 
only are we busy with 
Christmas parties, this 
week we had the pleasure 
of serving our newly elect-
ed and re-elected leaders 
at the inaugural meeting of 
Woolwich council, which 
celebrated the past, pres-
ent and future of our com-
munity.

It is a privilege to be in-
cluded in such a significant 
evening. And, more im-
portantly, seeing so many 
friendly faces. The team 
from the township were or-
ganized, friendly and had a 
sense of pride in the event 
they were planning. There 
was a feeling of many good 
things to come. 

As caterers, we’ll be busy 
the next few weeks, which 
are jam-packed preparing 
food for family and office 
celebrations. Our little 
store is brimming with all 
the trimmings of the sea-
son.

The whole downtown 
is looking festive, in fact, 
and the new banners say it 
perfectly: “This is Local.” 
Thank you to our commu-
nity leaders who work to 

Enjoying
a festive 
take on a 
Christmas 
punch

CHEF’S TABLE | 28

VERONICA REINER

ELMIRA’S ARLENE ESCH’S 
DECADES of service paid 
off, as she recently became 
the first woman in Canada 
to receive the Estwing Gold 
Hammer award, presented 
to those who have worked 
50 years or more in the 
hardware industry. 

The longtime employee 
of the Home Hardware 
Stores Ltd. head office in 
St. Jacobs capped the hon-
our by choosing to retire at 
the golden moment.

“It’s an honour to be 
awarded that,” said Esch. 
“It’s something that very 
few people do. I was able 
to – my health was good, 
I liked my work, and I was 
able to do it. I set that goal 
for myself. I wasn’t looking 
for anything. I just thought 
if I could work for 50 years, 
I’ll do it.”

Esch worked as the ac-
counts payable manager 
for Home Hardware at the 
time of her retirement. Her 
first day at the company 
was on Nov. 25, 1968. Esch 
was initially hired to work 
on a posting machine into 
which she entered invoic-
es. From there, she worked 
her way up to a managerial 
position over the years.

All of that brought her 
to the point she could 
receive the gold hammer. 
The North American Re-
tail Hardware Association 
award is presented to com-
memorate employees who 
exemplify the gold stan-
dard and to recognize their 
dedication to the compa-

nies for which they work.
Home Hardware vice-

president of human re-
sources Stewart Gingrich 
noted Esch’s exceptional 
work ethic helped her 
thrive in the company.

“Throughout the years, 
Arlene has demonstrated 
that she exudes the quali-
ties of a great leader,” said 
Gingrich. “Patience, deter-
mination and a willingness 
to put in whatever is need-
ed to ensure departmental 
achievement and, in turn, 
company-wide success. We 
are sincerely grateful for 
the tremendous contribu-
tions that Arlene has made 
to Home.”

Esch is the fifth employ-
ee to receive the gold ham-
mer at Home Hardware 
Stores Ltd., a company’s 
whose roots go back to the 
1900 conversion of a St. Ja-
cobs blacksmith shop into 
a hardware store by Henry 
Gilles.

Esch noted that part of 
what made her capable of 
working for so long was 
genuinely loving what 
she did, mainly working 
with people and the sense 
of community within the 
company.

“I loved just working 
with the people. Early 
on, we used to do a lot 
of events with the kids 
around Christmastime – 
kids’ Christmas parties and 
things like that,” said Esch. 
“But just working with the 
people and the job I did ... 
I really liked the job that I 
did.”

After passing the mile-

stone, Esch decided it was 
time to retire from the po-
sition. 

“One of the ladies I 
golfed with said ‘So, you’re 
working 50 years and not 
a day longer,’” said Esch 
with a laugh. “Most of the 
people that are here now... 

a lot of them weren’t born 
when I first started there. It 
was just time. I knew it was 
time that I get out of there.”

She says she’s got no ma-
jor post-retirement goals 
just yet.

“My retirement plans 
are not to go to work,” said 

Esch. “I’ll have to retire 
for a while before I decide 
what I’m going to do, if I do 
anything. It was fun while 
it lasted. But it’s time – you 
get to a certain point.

“I will certainly enjoy 
not getting up early,” she 
laughed.

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Just before retiring, Arlene Esch received the Gold Hammer award for working in the hardware industry for 50 years. Her first day with Home 
Hardware was Nov. 25, 1968. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

A golden hammer rather than a 
handshake as she heads into retirement

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited 
Test & Repair Facility

In need of a gift idea? Give the gift of a 
well-maintained vehicle! At Leroy’s Auto Care, 
we offer gift cards in any amount you would 
like! Perfect for that hard-to-buy-for person! 

–Shavonne

Arlene Esch receives an award for her 50 years with Home Hardware, then opts to call it a career
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

1 Year Anniversary
& Christmas Open House

Fri, Dec 7 & Sat, Dec 8

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

VacuumSales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

DECEMBER 7

ST. TERESA OF AVILA Christmas Dinner in the 
church hall. Turkey dinner will begin at 6 p.m. 
Tickets can be purchased at the parish office. 
Adults $20, children 6-12 $10 and children under 5 
free. Ticket deadline is Monday December 3.

DECEMBER 9

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CHORAL CELEBRATION 
featuring Elmira area church choirs. Join us at 7 
p.m. at Floradale Mennonite Church. Free-will 
offering in support of Woolwich Counselling 
Centre.

HUNGRYMAN BREAKFAST WITH WOOLWICH 
Thrashers Sledge Hockey at Elmira Legion. Join us 
for breakfast between 8:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. All you 
can eat. Adults $6, 6-10yrs $3, 5 and under free.

DECEMBER 11

H.U.G.S. ARE YOU A parent of a baby, toddler or 
pre-schooler? Join us at Woolwich Community 
Health Centre, St. Jacobs to discuss parenting and 
child health issues from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. Topic: 
Managing the Emotions of Motherhood.

DECEMBER 12

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY DINING AT Calvary 
United Church, St. Jacobs at noon. Community 
Care Concepts invites you to join us for lunch, 
fellowship and entertainment, $11. Call 519-664-
1900 by noon December 10 to sign up.

DECEMBER 12

WOOLWICH SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION BOOK Club 
starting at 10 a.m. at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre Seniors Room. December’s book selection 
is A Spark of Light by author Jodi Picoult. All 
seniors welcome. Come on out and join the 
conversation!

DECEMBER 13

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and 
seniors. Come see Sandra Bray, sustainable 
activist. Topic Going Green While Going Grey. Join 
us, 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Maryhill Community 
Centre. Admission $2/person.

EVERGREEN SENIORS’ FELLOWSHIP AT 10:30 
a.m., Woodside Church, Elmira. Come hear the 
Woodland Christian School Concert Band with 
director Stephen Zurakowsky. Devotional: Len 

Neumeister. Suggested donation $7, includes a 
hot lunch.

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Breslau Community 
Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for a light lunch and fellowship, $6. Call 
519-664-1900 by noon, December 11 to sign up.

DECEMBER 18

TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE Presbyterian Church. 
Cost $15, advance tickets, 2 Seating times.  Carved 
turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, roll, gravy, hot 
vegetables, cranberry salad, dessert, beverage.  

DECEMBER 19

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY LUNCH AT Linwood 
Community Centre, noon. Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us for lunch, 
fellowship and entertainment, $11. Call 519-664-
1900 by noon December 17 to sign up.

DECEMBER 27

UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE CUP RINGETTE 
Championship. Bring the family out to watch 
at the Woolwich Memorial Centre December 
27 to 31. Full schedule available at www.
canadianuniversityringette.ca. Free admission.

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

10: 45 am Worship Service

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30 am Sunday School 

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

I Have Come

Sunday, Dec 9th

10:45 am

Speaker: Matt Robinson

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Second Sunday

in Advent
Jason Haut (Lay Preaching

Team) preaching

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:15 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service REACH OUT

Spread the word, 
advertise your service 
here every week.

To place an ad, or learn more, call Donna Rudy

519-669-5790 ext. 104519-669-5790 ext. 104
www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local 
community events that are off ered free to the public. Placement is not guaranteed. 
Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.
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ACROSS
1. Rein, e.g.
5. Princess headgear, not 

a crown
10. Meat delicacies, 

liverwurst for one
15. This bus is no place to 

be
16. Cat drink
18. Able to take a direct 

object
20. Speaker, from memory
23. Oh __!
24. This bin is no place to 

be, either
25. ___ for a limited time
26. To the ___ degree
27. Set phasers to ____!
29. ___ timey times
31. To the same degree
32. Not as tardy as impos-

sible!
34. Most prickly, as in a 

problem
37. Logical operator
38. Animal group, could be 

made of glass

40. Extraordinary claims 
require extraordinary 
____

42. Set up track
43. This drum beat is really 

catchy
45. Don’t dwell on ____ 

mistakes
48. Don’t be one!
49. Hide
50. To two
51. Drone, e.g.
52. In name only
53. Cardinal
54. Carpentry tool
55. Began
56. Of the ball!
57. Is this thing __?!
59. Brother bestie
60. Go this way young 

man!
61. Is that funny peculiar, 

or funny __-__?
62. “Don’t bet ___!”
63. Good to eat
64. Sometimes, this is more

DOWN
1. Second name is better 

than first name
2. ___ fly
3. Floats like a butterfly, 

stings like a bee
4. Taps
6. The __ Crowd
7. Branch
8. Viscose fabric
9. Suffix for Latin 

adjectives
10. Needle cousin
11. Occupy a point in space
12. Baked bean containers
13. First among women
14. Ratty place
17. These cats are happy 

cats
19. With respect to the 

distant stars
21. Chancery judge posi-

tions
22. Essen basin
28. Harmful
30. Listen with your eyes
31. Above

33. Stop
35. Curdling enzyme
36. Half-alright
39. “___ lost!”
41. Deadly
44. Pimples
46. Befoul
47. Muscle condition
48. Handle clumsily
49. Plead to a lesser charge
51. To draft it is the thing 

itself
52. This means itself
53. Halftime, myself
58. Writes something in 

notation
59. Nerd hat
60. A pattern of spirals

Spread of humans across planet led to other mammals getting smaller 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY:
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Arusha, Tanzania 

We visited Arusha, Tanzania in support 
of not-for-profit organization Mom2Mom 
Africa, with founder Alison Fraser. 
Mom2Mom empowers through education, 
and assists families to send their children 
to school through sponsorship. For 
donation or sponsorship information, 
visit www.mom2momafrica.ca. 

Submitted by Sherry Dosman 

LOCATION

CAPTION

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Q. Why don’t deciduous 
trees — maples, oaks, 
birches, etc. — keep their 
leaves year round?
A. They’re saving their lives 
by shedding their leaves as 
the season changes, says 
Dan Lewis on his “Now I 
Know” website. During the 
warmer months, the green 
leaves absorb sunlight and 
turn it into food for the 
trees. But as the air gets 
colder, water in the leaves 
starts to freeze and so the 
trees, unable to rely on 
photosynthesis, go into a 
sort of hibernation. Accord-
ing to the National Wildlife 

Foundation, if they’re not 
eating, “these trees need to 
conserve energy and reduce 
themselves to their toughest 
parts.” 

So off come the leaves, 
since any water in their 
veins will freeze and kill 
them. Moreover, when a 
tree comes out of hiberna-
tion, too many dead leaves 
will doom it. But before 
that happens, a hormonal 
change takes place: “ab-
scission” cells (the same 
root as “scissors”) appear 
where the leaf stem meets 
the branch and eventually 
a thin bumpy line of cells 
push the leaf away from the 
stem (NPR). Because the 
connection is weakened, 
an autumn breeze will blow 
the leaves off the tree, leav-
ing their colorful remains 
on the ground below. And 

the trees are saved to await 
new leaves when the season 
changes again.
Q. “Honey, I Shrank the 
Mammals,” the article 
title reads. What’s the 
story here?
A. “Where humans mi-
grate, mammals become 
smaller,” says Mark Fischetti 
in “Scientifi c American.” For 
65 million years, mammals 
got bigger, and extinction 
rates among all sized mam-
mals were similar. But in the 
past 100,000 years, larger 
species started dying off  
faster, as hominin species 
shifted across the continents 
— Eurasia, Australia, then 
North and South America 
15,000 years ago.

According to paleoecolo-
gist and lead researcher 
Felisa Smith, “hefty animals 
suffered from being hunted, 

as well as from habitat 
change and fires caused by 
human activities. ... Two 
centuries from now, cows 
may top the size chart.”  

“We have changed the 
entire Earth,” Smith says. 
“Now we have to be nature’s 
stewards.”
Q. Whether it’s melodic 
birdsong, a chorus of 
insects, the howl of a 
coyote, or the barks and 
purrs of our domestic 
companions, the animal 
kingdom is a delight-
fully noisy place — on 
land, that is. But why not 
underwater?

A. In fact, underwater 
animals are just as noisy! 
But we are not “well adapted 
to hearing when our ears 
are full of water,” says Helen 
Scales in “Discover” maga-
zine. Also, “most sound 

waves don’t pierce the wa-
terline, but instead bounce 
back into the depths.”  Even 
if we do manage to hear 
underwater noises, since 
sound travels much faster 
in water than in air, we are 
not adept at pinpointing the 
source.

The intensity and diver-
sity of underwater noise 
became clear with the devel-
opment of sonar and hydro-
phones in World War II, and 
while some is attributable to 
waves, wind and tides, it was 
soon determined that ani-
mals were chiefly to blame. 
“Fish were so noisy they 
triggered underwater bombs 
which were supposed to 
detonate only at the sounds 
and vibrations of a nearby 
submarine.”

Following the war, one 
scientist at the forefront of 

underwater noise research 
was a woman aptly named 
Bobbie Fish, who for 20 
years recorded and identi-
fied underwater sounds, 
eventually coauthoring the 
seminal “Sounds of West-
ern North Atlantic Fishes.”  
Booms, rattles, pig-like 
grunts, rusty-hinge squeaks-
-the diversity is staggering, 
and the fish species involved 
number in the hundreds.

Yet little is known about 
the purpose of fish talk, or 
even how and how well fish 
can hear these sounds. After 
all, “they don’t have ears, at 
least not ones that stick out 
of their heads!”
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CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2011 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
One owner trade-in. RT model with all-wheel-drive,heated 
leather seats, power driver’s seat, Uconnect with Bluetooth, 
remote start,power sunroof, fog lights and more. Finished in 
silver. Has 155,200 kilometers. $11,995.

131
48 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2018 DODGE DURANGO GT AWD
7 passenger sport-ute. Well equipped GT model with 
all-wheel-drive,leather heated seats front and 2nd row, power 
liftgate, power sunroof, remote start, back-up camera, 20 inch 
wheel package, Apple Carplay/GoogleAndroid Auto and more. 
Previous daily rental. Finished in billet silver metallic.
Has only 19,900 kilometers. $39,995.

269
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2013 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
All-wheel-drive,Navigation,heated leather seating,pow-
er sunroof,rear back-up camera,remote start,Uconnect 
with Bluetooth,fog lights,alloy wheels and much more.
Finished in black. Has only 75,200 kilometers. $20,995.

188
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
Low kilometer one owner trade-in. This RT model has 
All-wheel-drive, leather heated seats, heated steering wheel, 
Navigation, power driver’s seat, Uconnect with Bluetooth, 
remote start, backup camera and much more.Finished in 
white. Has only 44,100 kilometers. $20,995.

188
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 JEEP CHEROKEE NORTH 
Low mileage on this one owner trade-in.North package 
with V6 engine, 9 speed automatic transmission, heated 
seats, heated steering wheel, Bluetooth, remote start, rear 
backup camera and more. Finished in Granite. Only 49,800 
kilometers.  $20,995..

162
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$
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 Trademarked Items such as:

Hats  Mugs & much more! Trademarked Items such as:

Hats  Mugs & much more!

2017 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED 4X4
Well equipped Limited package with heated leather 
seats, Navigation, dual pane sunroof, V6 engine,power 
liftgate, backup camera, remote start and more. Finished 
in black. 21,900 kilometers. $33,996.

229
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

VERONICA REINER

IF YOU’VE EVER LAMENTED 
that Christmas ain’t what 
it used to be, the Waterloo 
Region Museum has just the 
thing for you: Christmas the 
way it used to be.

The Country Christmas 
tours now underway each 
Sunday feature a nostalgic 
look at the season, includ-
ing the various cultural 
nuances seen in this area a 
century ago.

The museum’s heritage 
village takes visitors back 
to 1914. The First World 
War was just underway, 
and just beginning to make 
itself felt on the home 
front. Overseas, the now-
storied Christmas ceasefire 
was taking place along the 
Western front, bringing a 
brief interlude of peace and 
shared humanity.

The village includes a 
range of homes and busi-
nesses from the period.

“A number of our build-
ings are decorated accord-
ingly,” said Kevin Thomas, 
WRM’s public programs 
specialist, of the 1914 time-
frame. “Also what’s hap-
pening within the stores is 

Taking a visit to the Christmas of yesteryear
Waterloo Region Museum off ers tours that take visitors back to the way the season was marked a century ago

surprisingly similar to to-
day, in that they’re hoping 
you’re going to buy all sorts 
of things for your loved 
ones on your list.”

The retail spaces decked 
out for Christmas 1914 
include a general repair 
shop, a post office, and a 
carpet weaver store. The 
tailor shop showcased was 
constructed originally in 
Wellesley. Paths leading 
to different areas allow at-
tendees to explore the vil-
lage at their leisure.

There are tour guides, 
dressed in period costumes 
to add to the 1914 feel, who 
provide a history of the var-
ious traditions that went 
on in the buildings.

“What’s a bit of an inter-
esting turning point is that 
World War I has started,” 
said Thomas. “So a number 
of things aren’t in large 
supply. For example, a lot 
of postcards were actually 
produced in Germany. So 
there’s a shortage of that 
kind of thing. But it’s still 
decked out. They’re still 
suggesting ‘oh we can help 
check off that Christmas 
list that you have for every-
body.’”

to the Christmas of today. 
With the arrival of the digi-
tal age, many of us are now 
opting to text, use social 
media, or send e-cards 
rather than popping some-
thing into the mail. 

“Postcards are definitely 
dropping off these days,” 
said Thomas. “Letter-
writing, in general, seems 
to be going the way of the 
dodo.”

Traditional cards aren’t 
the only differences, of 
course, as a tour through 
the museum’s displays of 
residential homes quickly 
reveals. Just look, for in-
stance, at the Martin or 
MacArthur homes to see 
how Christmas was treated 
across different cultures at 
the time. Another example 
is the Sararas house, where 
the tour features edible 
Christmas ornaments as 
well as Advent calendars. 
There are also the three 
violet candles with a fourth 
pink candle associated 
with Advent. 

Advent was a staple with 
the German version of 
Christmas, with the con-

CHRISTMAS | 27

A popular talking point 
is the prominence of post-
cards and Christmas cards 
in the era, a well-estab-
lished tradition in the early 
20th century.

“Postcards were incred-
ibly popular in that time 
period,” said Thomas. “Mil-
lions and millions were 
sent each year. By 1914 
you have a huge range of 

Christmas cards available, 
and there were actually 
people who collected post-
cards. And they would even 
trade them.”

That’s in stark contrast 

Carollers join in the festivies during the Country Christmas tours at the Waterloo Region Museum, where the historic village setting recreates 
the holidays as they were in 1914. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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Call for a no-pressure consultation:

(519) 669-9919

Friday, December 7th

& Saturday, December 8th 10AM– 4PM

1st Anniversary
& Christmas
OPEN HOUSE

Please join us … and bring a friend!
Snacks and refreshments provided

Save the Date:
Bauer Hearing is hosting our

25 Industrial Drive, Unit 7A  |  Elmira, ON N3B 3K3

82 Maddison St., W. Monkton, ON • 519-347-9999

Adults ............................ $16.50
Seniors .......................... $13.50 
Children 10 and under........ $5.50

(juice box included) TO
RESERVE

CALL:

Meal includes 
dressing, potatoes, 

vegetables, 
coleslaw, dessert, 

Coffee or Tea

December 14th & 15th 2PM – 7PM

Merry Christmas to Everyone!

Christmas Turkey
Dinner

Come to a

Amos & Naomi Weber Tours

326 Arthur St. S. Elmira 

F lorida Tour
Jan. 21 - Feb. 2, 2019

With stops at:
Lost Sea Sweet Water Tennessee (caverns)

Ruby Falls  Chattanoga Tennessee

Pine Craft  Sarasota Florida  (Amish Village) 

Der Dutchman Restaurant  Pine Craft 

Florida Everglades Air Boat Ride (Alligator Alley) 

Key West Florida 

Glass Bottom Boat Ride  Key West

Call Amos Now to book your seat.
Please have your name in by Dec. 15th 2018

519-501-9256 
$2850.00 per person plus taxes

Bus chartered from Country Mile Bus Lines
TPI Diane Cook TICO#50013851

cept of the Advent wreath 
originating from German 
Lutherans in the 16th cen-
tury. 

“It’s not that much of a 
stretch to think ‘okay, had 
you lived either in Germa-
ny or say in England, and 

you came over to this part 
of the world, you would 
bring some of your tradi-
tions with you,’ and then 
those would meld with 
some of the traditions that 
were already here,” said 
Thomas. 

The tour points out the 

different traditions of the 
Old Order Mennonite, 
Scottish and English com-
munities. There are also 
horse-drawn wagon rides, 
Christmas carollers and 
hot apple cider. Those who 
visit are also free to join 
in with some festive sing-

ing of their own, taking 
on classics such as Silent 
Night, Deck the Halls 
and We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas.

“It’s a wonderful walk-
through time,” said Sean 
Jasmins, marketing and 
partnership supervisor at 

the Waterloo Region Muse-
um. “All of our visitors love 
the event. It’s a great way 
to start off the Christmas 
season with a visit to our 
Christmas event.”

The Waterloo Region 
Museum offers the yuletide 
tours on Sundays – Decem-

ber 9, 16, and the 23 – from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admis-
sion is $11 for adults, $8 for 
seniors and students, $5 
for children and free for 
children four and under. 
For more information, visit 
www.waterlooregionmu-
seum.ca.

CHRISTMAS: Museum’s heritage village all decked out for yule at the time of the First World War
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The museum event lets visitors explore how Christmas was celebrated by different cultures in the region at a time when the country was ramping up its involvement in the First World War. Horse-drawn wagons, carollers and historical tours are all part of the experience on offer Sundays 
until Dec. 23.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

IN STOCK

NEW! 13”x13”
PORCELAIN TILE

67¢
REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99from67from67 per sq ft

DEAL! DEAL!

IN STOCK

POLISHED 
BACKSPLASH

97¢
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from97from97 per sq ft

PORCELAIN!

IN STOCK

12MM THICK
LAMINATE

97¢
REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

from97from97 per sq ft

BACK IN STOCK!

IN STOCK

6½” WIDE X 3/4”
HICKORY

$497
REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99

from per sq ft

HOT NEW GRAY!

IN STOCK

6MM THICK 
SPC CLICK VINYL

$187
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

    4 
DAYS 
ONLY!

DECEMBER DEALS!

THURSDAY 9-9
FRIDAY 9-9

SATURDAY 9-6
SUNDAY10-5

4’x6’
5’x8’
8’x11’

$4999
$6999
$15999

APPROX

APPROX

APPROX

FROM

FROM

FROM

NO TAX!
AREA
RUGS!

ON ALL
IN STOCK

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT
67

/ LIN FT
67

7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

MDF PRIMED WHITE 
BASEBOARDS

IN STOCK

SOLID UNFINISHED 
STAIR TREADS

$3599
69.9969.9969.9969.9969.9969.99

EACHFROM

3/4” OAK OR MAPLE

Last Name,
First Name

Birth Date  |  Town
Parents Names

Full colour photo of your little one published in the 
January 10, 2019 edition.

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2018

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com

Email photos & caption information to: 
ads@woolwichobserver.com

Monday, January 7, 2019

Deadline for submission & payment

+hst
$40

BOOK EARLY!

1 lemon, sliced 
1 orange, sliced  
1/2 cup of frozen cranberries 
1/2 cup of blackberries 
1 thumb of chopped ginger 
10 mint leaves 
Mini muffin tin 
Cranberries 
Mint, chopped 
Cranberry juice 

In a mini muffin tin, put 
cranberries and fill with 
cranberry juice. Place to tin 
in freezer over night. 

In a large beverage dis-
penser, pour in the cran-
berry juice, mango orange 
juice and local cider. Also 

make Elmira as sweet as it 
can be. All the best to you!

As part of the celebra-
tions, you may be looking 
to share a cup of cheer or 
two. Here’s a festive bev-
erage that can add some 
flavour and colour to any 
event ... for the grownups.

Cider Sangria 
2 cups mango orange juice
1 cup cranberry juice apple 
juice 
1 cup local apple cider 
3 bottles KW Cider (hard ci-
der locally made in Waterloo)

CHEF’S TABLE: It’s cranberry season

add the sliced lemon, 
orange, chopped  ginger, 
cranberries and black ber-
ries. Allow to meld for the 
day or overnight. 

Before serving add mint 
leaves, hard KW Cider and 
cranberry ice cubes. 

Don’t forget to enjoy re-
sponsibly.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.




