
www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

RESTAURANT • BAR • CATERING
EQUIPMENT • FURNISHINGS • SMALLWARES • FIXTURESSALE Brand Name & Custom, New & Used.

Thurs Feb 1 — 1-5pm  |  Tue Feb 6 & Wed Feb 7 — 10am-2pm
341 Marsland Dr., Waterloo  |  519-886-7730 ext29

LIKE WATER, RATE INCREASES ALWAYS ON THE FLOWCOMMENT
PAGE 6

LIVING HERE
PAGE 23

02 | 01 | 2018
VOLUME 23 | ISSUE 05

HELPING YOUTH 
DEAL WITH
ANXIETY ISSUES

STEVE KANNON

WOOLWICH FIREFIGHTERS RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR LONG SERVICE

At a ceremony in Woolwich council chambers January 30, a number of Woolwich firefighters received medals recognizing their years of service to the department. Dean Wittie (20 years); David Fritz (20 years); Mark Bauman (40 years); Arnie Gingrich (25 years); Rob Wilging (20 
years); Dane Goebel (35 years); Dennis Frey (35 years); James Martin (30 years); Brian Reist (25 years); Wally Remers (30 years); Dennis Aldous (deputy fire chief – presenter of awards); Oscar Clemmer (45 years); Dale Martin – townhship fire chief (35 years). Though not present, 
other firefighters receiving medals included Joe Martin (20 years); John Zettle (30 years) and former township chief Rick Pedersen, now retired (40 years). [STEVE KANNON / THE OBSERVER]

Woolwich opts for open application process to fill vacant Ward 1 seat

THE WARD 1 SEAT left 
vacant by the resignation 
of Scott Hahn will be filled 
by appointment, Woolwich 
councillors decided this 
week.

An application process 
will be launched, with 
interested members of the 
public invited to submit 
their résumés. The deadline 

is February 16.
In going that route, 

council rejected both 
holding a special election 
and appointing a runner-up 
from the 2014 election, the 
two other options available.

Elmira resident Dan 
Holt, who finished third 
in the 2014 municipal 
election, has already 
expressed interest in the 
position. Meeting Tuesday 

night, council spurned 
calls to simply put Holt in 
the position, opting instead 
for a wider application 
process open to all.

Holt garnered 1,036 votes 
in the six-person race for 
the two Ward 1 seats. Hahn 
was first with 1,313 and 
Patrick Merlihan had 1,300 
to claim spots at the council 
chamber. 

In an interview, the fourth-

place finisher, Sebastian 
Siebel-Achenbach, said he 
won’t be stepping forward, 
suggesting instead that the 
seat should go to Holt, the 
first runner-up in the last 
election. 

Allan Poffenroth, the 
incumbent who lost the 
seat in 2014 after taking 968 
votes, died the following 
year in a traffic accident. 
Former councillor Ruby 

Weber, who got 840 votes, 
said she wouldn’t be putting 
her name into the hat 
barring a call for someone to 
serve on an interim basis.

“Only if they are 
looking for someone with 
experience who will not be 
running in October,” she 
said in an email.

As councillors met 
January 30, Holt said 
appointing him to fill 

the vacancy would be 
the simplest and most 
democratic option. 

“Otherwise ... you would 
be saying that your five 
votes are worth more than 
over a thousand votes from 
the electorate,” he told 
councillors.

Two other residents, 
however, pushed for an 
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Belts, Gloves

Suits, Sport Jackets 

Blazers and More

A PERSONAL ACCOUNT OF BATTLING CANCER

Daisy Mae Hamelinck from the Terry Fox 
Foundation, herself a cancer survivor, 
spoke last month to Park Manor students in 
Elmira. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Patrick Brown [LAUREL L. RUSSWURM / WIKIMEDIA]

Still scrambling from 
the social media storm 
that took leader Patrick 
Brown and then party 
president Rick Dykstra, 
Ontario’s Progressive 
Conservatives are looking 
to regroup with an election 
just five months away.

Polls of late had put the 
party well ahead of the 
widely unpopular Wynne 
Liberals, now the PCs are 
playing catch-up. They’ve 
installed Vic Fedeli as 
interim leader. He said this 
week he won’t be running 
for the job when members 
elect a new leader going 
into June’s general election.

In remarks critical of his 
own party, Fedeli said to 
the media that he wanted 
to take care of the “rot” 
within the PC party first, 
and ensure contenders for 
the leadership position had 
a “clean race.”

“It has been a chaotic 
time for our party,” he said. 
“I will root out any rot that 
has manifested itself. All of 
this needs work and that’s 
what I intend to do.”

Fedeli’s announcement 
comes just one day after 
Doug Ford, brother of 
former Toronto mayor 
Rob Ford, announced his 
intention to run for the 
position. The Conservative 
party has been moving 
fast after allegations of 
sexual misconduct against 
the former party leader, 

Ontario Conservatives 
faced with leadership race

Patrick Brown, forced 
the politician’s swift 
resignation from the helm 
January 24.

Speaking to the Observer, 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP 
Mike Harris said that he 
was still reacting to the 
revelations.

“I’m still in awe and 
shock about everything 
that’s transpired but we 
have to move forward,” he 
said. “And I’m challenged 
with that task to help our 
party, our membership, our 
caucus, our community and 
Ontarians, move forward,” 
he said.

Harris noted that the 
allegations against Brown 
needed to be dealt with in 
“a serious manner,” but also 
cautioned against rushing 
to judgements.

“I can’t help but also 
acknowledge that there’s 
got to be a process that 
needs to be followed as 
well, and a fair process for 
everyone,” he said.

“Of course the leader of 
a political party, there was 

no doubt going to be more 
questions asked about 
this. But at the same time, 
there’s got to be a process 
in place. It just happened 
so fast,” he said, when 
asked if Brown was right 
to step down before an 
investigation was held. 

The timing of the 
resignation, just months 
before the provincial 
election in June, has left 
the party scrambling for 
new leadership to take on 
the Liberals. MPP Fedeli 
was selected by the party 
caucus in meetings over the 
weekend to serve as interim 
leader.

Fedeli will have a 
challenging time uniting 
the party under a single 
platform, however, as the 
party executive voted to 
hold a leadership race 
before the June election. 
The race will see candidates 
pitted against one another, 
vying for the approval 
of the party base, before 
quickly turning the party’s 
attention back to provincial 
elections.

“The problem is that 
leadership contests are 
intrinsically divisive,” 
explained de Christine de 
Clercy, associate professor 
of political science at 
Western University.

“I doubt that having a 
leadership campaign now 
would produce a unified 
coherent party that’s 

FAISAL ALI
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open application process, 
both expressing an interest 
in the job. 

Julie-Anne Herteis was 
a Ward 1 councillor from 
2010 to 2014 who declined 
to run in the last election 
because of plans to move 
out of the community, 
though they ultimately 
didn’t materialize. 

“You want someone who’s 
qualified and experienced, 
someone who can step in 
with little or no training,” 
she said. “Let’s get the right 
person for the job.

Jacqueline Hanley also 
made a pitch for the seat, 
saying a replacement for 
Hahn should be someone 
looking forward to the 2018 
election in the fall.

In a recorded vote, Coun. 
Mark Bauman and Coun. 
Patrick Merlihan, leaning 
towards appointing Holt, 
were matched by colleagues 
Murray Martin and Larry 

Shantz, who favoured an 
open process. Mayor Sandy 
Shantz cast the tie-breaking 
vote in favour of a wider 
search. “Dr. Holt, your 
application will certainly 
be included,” she said. “It 
behoves us to look at all the 
people interested.”

Township clerk Val 
Hummel noted the 
application process was 
used previously when a 
councillor, Don Downie, 
resigned in 1985, while 
the mayor’s chair was 
filled through a byelection 
that same year when Ken 
Seiling left to become 
Waterloo Region Chairman. 

Information about the 
position and application 
process is available on the 
township website, www.
woolwich.ca. 

Applications must be 
filed in person by 5 p.m. on 
February 16, said Hummel, 
adding the township has 
until March 19 to fill the 
vacancy.

SEAT: Three council members 
bypass 2014 election results
FROM | COVER



NEWS | 3THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2018

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

COLD WEATHER, HOT DRINKS AND A GOOD CAUSE

With school off last Friday, Brenden and Emily Wright, along with Bella and Callie Staken, were outside the WMC serving hot chocolate, tea and plenty of marshmallows for passersby. The group decided to donate the money raised to the Waterloo Region Suicide Prevention Council in 
honour of Marilyn Craig, a familiar face to anyone attending Elmira Sugar Kings games, who passed away Jan. 22 due to an illness. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Seniors’ apartment proposal a 
concern for some Breslau residents
Plan rolled out by Breslau Mennonite Church to be discussed in public meeting Feb. 6 at Woolwich council

ALI WILSON

A BID FOR A seniors’ 
apartment building is 
expected to get a rough 
ride from some Breslau 
residents when the issue 
comes to Woolwich council 
next week.

Breslau Mennonite 
Church has a longstanding 
plan to construct seniors’ 
housing on vacant land 
adjacent to its Woolwich 
Street property. The latest 
iteration, a four-storey 
building for independent 
seniors aged 55 and up, 
has been the subject of 
much debate on social 
media, with some residents 
launching a petition against 
the proposal.

Somewhat taken aback 
by the opposition, Matthew 
VanderMeer, a resident of 
Breslau and member of the 
church committee working 
on the project, said the 
community has a growing 
need for seniors’ housing.

“We constantly 
hear about the ageing 
population, but no one 
is building places for 
this population to live. 
Seniors today are healthier 
and wealthier than any 
time in history. Breslau 
seniors are not able to 
stay in the community 
they built because there 
are no places for them 
to go. They are forced to 
leave their community 
and move to Kitchener, 
Cambridge or Waterloo,” he 
explained. “The provincial 
government has indicated 
that residential spaces need 
to increase in density. The 
Township of Woolwich has 
supported this mandate 
and has increased the 
density allotments for 
Breslau. However, neither 
private developer in Breslau 
(Empire Communities 
and Thomasfield  Homes) 
has supported this and 
has continued to build 
sprawling subdivisions.”

Involved with the project 
since 2012, VanderMeer 
notes the building 
committee was formed 
originally in 1989 by the 
church to help and support 
seniors in Breslau. Since 
then, the group has gone 
through a lengthy process 
to make their vision a 
reality, including the 
purchasing of land around 
the church, choosing a 
developer that fit with their 
intentions and making 
plans to sell the land to 
the developer to carry out 
construction.

From there, the developer 
came back to the church 
with a viable project plan: a 
four-storey apartment plan 
to be located at the back of 
the church’s property, with 
a parking lot between the 
building and the edge of the 
property line.

A pending public 
meeting at Woolwich 
council was the impetus, 
however, for pushback from 

some residents concerned 
the project isn’t a good fit 
for their community.

A petition on change.org 
called “Stop the re-zoning 
of the Breslau Mennonite 
Church for a 4-Story 
Apartment Building” 
has thus far received 152 
signatures, with a goal of 
collecting 200.

The petition has 
supporters who appear 
to be both local and from 
outside of Breslau, with 
reasons for signing that 
received the most support 
on the website including: 

 “Because I live in a small 
town and they tried to do 
this to us too, and it went 
through it would have 
destroyed our town. Stop 
trying to destroy all small 
towns.” 

“I am signing because 
I do not want a 4-storey 
apartment building placed 
in our small community. I 
have concerns that include 
but are not limited to: lost 

property values, increased 
population that cannot 
be supported by our 
schools and infrastructure, 
increased traffic, privacy 
and noise issues for those 
directly backing onto the 
lot. The disproportionate 
size as compared to the rest 
of the neighbourhood. The 
lack of services and public 
transportation to support 82 
additional units being built 
on top of the Empire and 
Thomasfield developments. 
This is a small community 
slated for slow growth and I, 
for one, would like to keep it 
that way.”

And, “It’s completely 
against the character of 
Breslau.”

VanderMeer said he 
welcomes a discussion 
about the project when it 
comes to council February 
6. 

“I love democratic 
discourse. People should 
always feel the right and 
the ability to speak out. 

My question for those 
against the project is, 
‘What is acceptable to build 
in this space if not this 
project?’ The planners have 
designated its medium 
density. I love that we 
can have an engaged 
community that cares what 
happens here,” he said.

He pointed to a firsthand 
experience with the need 
for seniors housing, as his 
mother-in-law is the target 
demographic for the project 
– having been a resident of 
Breslau for more than 40 
years, she wants to be able 
to stay in her community.

While this project has 
been met by the court 
of public opinion, the 
township has yet to weigh 
in on the matter. Next 
Tuesday night’s meeting is 
an information session. 

“The public meeting 
lets the applicant present 
what they are proposing 
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When “That 
will never 
happen 
to me” 
happens.

1201022CN State Farm Canadian Head Office, Aurora, Ontario

I'm ready to help.

There’s never a good time for 
an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count 
on State Farm® to be there 
quickly so you can get your life 
back to normal. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Jeff Watkin, Agent
151 Frobisher Dr, Ste A204
Waterloo, ON  N2V 2C9
Bus: 519-886-4470
jeff.watkin.icjk@statefarm.com

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

WE ARE YOUR 
SOURCE FOR:

UPGRADE YOUR FURNACE TODAY!
Competitive RatesFREE Estimates!

FURNACE MAINTENANCECALL OR 
EMAIL FOR

CALL 519-206-0336CONESTOGO www.koebelhcm.com
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE

FURNACES | AIR CONDITIONERS | WATER HEATERS
FIREPLACES | AIR FILTRATION | HUMIDIFIERS 

HRVʼS | BBQ LINES | GAS PIPING

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from February 5th – February 10th

Fresh

Pork Back 
Ribs

Chicken 
Breasts

Store Made - Sliced

Peameal 
Bacon

REG. PRICE
$5.49/lb.

$3.99

Fresh

Center Cut 
Pork Chops

REG. PRICE
$3.29/lb.

$2.49

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$3.99

Fresh Boneless 

Pork 
Schnitzel

Store Made Breaded

Hunter or Turkey 
and Leek Loaf
$4.99 REG. PRICE

$5.99/lb.

Store Made Deli Sliced 

REG. PRICE
$5.49/lb.

REG. PRICE
$1.50 ea.$1.25

REG. PRICE
$5.99/lb.

$4.99

PROPOSAL: Public meeting gets the ball rolling Feb. 6

Woolwich rec. budget still involves juggling expenses at the WMC
STEVE KANNON

MORE THAN EIGHT YEARS 
after the doors opened, the 
Woolwich Memorial Centre 
in Elmira continues to be a 
drain on township coffers. 

Corners cut during 
construction of the 
$23-million facility have 
haunted officials since the 
2009 opening.  It’s been 
plagued with problems, 
including costly repairs, 
soaring utility bills and 
runaway staffing costs. 

Some of the issues 
have been dealt with in 
the intervening years, 
but upgrades and energy 
retrofits, along with failing 
equipment, are still a 
daily part of operating 
the facility. Repairs and 
maintenance costs along 
went $70,000 over budget 
last year, for instance 
-- $109,000 instead of the 
$39,000 budgeted. 

Rising staff costs due 
to the hike in minimum 
wage (about $35,000) and 
escalating hydro rates 
(another $30,000, to more 
than $400,000) will add to 
the woes this year. Overall, 
the facility is expected 
to cost $2.48 million to 
operate in 2018, generating 
$1.42 million in revenue, 
for a shortfall of just over $1 
million. 

On top of that, there will 
be capital costs, including 
$40,000 to replace a score 
clock in the arena. Despite 
being just eight years old, 
the clock isn’t reliable. 
The manufacturer having 
gone out of business, the 
township can no longer get 
parts, an all-too-familiar 

issue with equipment in 
the facility, director of 
recreation and facilities 
Ann McArthur told 
councillors meeting at 
a special budget session 
January 25. 

Facing increased costs, 
the department has looked 
at tweaks to staff hours in 
order to save money, she 
explained. That includes 
closing the concession 
stand when not busy and 
reducing the hours of lane 
swims at the pool to reduce 
the number of lifeguards. 

Upgrades and retrofits to 
the building are ongoing, 
with much of the lighting, 
for instance, being 
replaced almost from the 
get-go given the electricity 
costs. Likewise, heating 
and cooling have been 

issues from the start. 
Operating costs in other 

township rec. facilities 
were also on councillors’ 
minds last week.

rec. building in Conestogo, 
where rental fees fail to 
cover expenses. 

Currently, the only use 
is a private daycare centre, 

to council, and it lets the 
public speak for or against 
the application and present 
their thoughts. Nobody 
makes a decision – just 
a regular public meeting 
to let people hear what is 
proposed and speak to it,” 
explained Jeremy Vink, 
senior planner with the 
Township of Woolwich. 
“After the public meeting 
staff will continue to take 
a look at what the proposal 
is and all of the comments 
that came in and then work 
with the landowner and or 
the people who have had 
concerns and move forward 

FROM | 3 to a recommendation 
report.”

It’s still early in the 
process, Vink noted, with a 
recommendation to come 
back to council at a later 
date, perhaps in June or 
July.

The discussion is part of 
next week’s regular council 
meeting, getting underway 
at 7 p.m. on February 6 at 
the administrative office in 
Elmira.

The applicant’s site plan for developing a 
seniors’ housing complex on land adjacent 
to the Breslau Mennonite Church. 
[SUBMITTED]

The Woolwich Memorial Centre has been 
a taxing issue for the township since it 
opened its doors in 2009. [FILE PHOTO]

which uses the building 
for a few hours each day 
during the workweek.

WMC | 5

As he has done in 
previous budget years, 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan 
pointed to the high 
operating costs of a small 
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Last year, the budget 
shortfall was $5,000 with 
Merlihan suggesting the 
tenant cover the costs 
or the township look at 
closing the building.

“We shouldn’t be 
subsidizing this,” he 
argued.

Coun. Mark Bauman said 
the township should look at 
whether the building is an 
asset or a liability, whether 
it can be put to a wider use 
that covers the costs.

“The simple solution is 
to take it down,” he said of 
the building

Ward 2 Coun. Murray 
Martin stressed that the 
township should consult 
the public before making 
any decisions about the 
facility, noting that many 
of public buildings have 
higher costs than revenues.

“If that’s the criteria, 
there’s a whole lot of 
building that don’t pay 
their way.”

In Breslau, the 
community centre has seen 
increasing costs but falling 
revenues, as the township 
rolls out programs that 
generate light demand.

Staffing costs are up 
substantially, with McArthur 
saying she doesn’t foresee an 
increase in revenues.

“That’s an area of concern 
for me,” said Coun. Larry 
Shantz of the staff expenses.

POLICE BLOTTER

J A N U A R Y  2 3

11:15 AM | Members of the 
Wellington County OPP received 
a report of a black sedan driving 
all over the road nearly causing 
a head-on collision. Officers were 
dispatched to the area on County 
32 near Highway 7, Township 
of Guelph-Eramosa. An officer 
located the suspect vehicle on 
County Road 32 and observed the 
vehicle driving in a dangerous 
manner. A traffic stop was 
initiated. While speaking with the 

Police get to the point about 
driving demerits
POLICE REPORT THEY 
ARE routinely asked the 
question, “How many 
points is it for (fill in a 
traffic law here)?

They identify 11 common 
issues. Seven demerit 
points will be added if you 
are convicted of failing to 
remain at the scene of a 
collision. Careless driving, 
racing and failing to stop 
for a school bus will get 
you six. Four points will be 
added for speeding between 
30 and 49 km/hr above 
the limit. Three for using a 
cell phone or electronics, 
speeding between 16 
and 29 km/hr, failing to 
obey a yield or stop sign, 
failing to report a collision, 
and failing to slow and 
move over for a stopped 
emergency vehicle. Two for 
seat belt offences including 
failing to ensure children 
are properly buckled up. 

The consequences for 
gaining demerit points 

depend on how many you 
have added to your driving 
record.

As a full licenced driver, if 
you have two to eight points, 
you will be sent a warning 
letter. If you have nine to 14 
points, your licence could 
be suspended and you may 
have to attend an interview 
where you will need to 
provide reasons why you 
should not be suspended. 
If you have 15 points, your 
licence will automatically be 
suspended for 30 days.

As a new or novice driver 
(G1&2, M1&2 or M1&2-L 
licence), you will be sent a 
warning letter between two 
and five points. Between 
six and eight, your licence 
could be suspended and 
you may have to attend an 
interview where you will 
need to provide reasons 
why you should not be 
suspended. Nine or more 
points and your licence will 
be suspended for 60 days.

driver, officers formed the belief 
that he was impaired by alcohol. 
He was arrested and transported 
to a local OPP Detachment for 
testing. As a result, a 46-year-old 
Hamilton man was charged with 
‘impaired driving,’ ‘driving with 
over 80 mgs of alcohol in 100ml of 
blood’ and ‘dangerous operation 
of a motor vehicle.’ His driver’s 
licence was suspended for 90 
days and his car impounded for a 
week. He is scheduled to appear in 
Guelph Court on February 20.

12:45 PM | Wellington 
County OPP responded to a report 
of a break and enter from a shop 
at a residence on County Road 
51 near Ariss. The investigation 
revealed that on January 22 
at approximately 7:45 a.m. an 
unknown suspect entered the 
detached shop at the rear of the 
property. The suspect stole a 
mountain bike. Surveillance video 
shows the suspect riding the 
bike to a neighbouring business 
and placing it into a Volkswagen 
car, possibly a Jetta. The stolen 
bike is described as a silver KHS 
XC604 with black forks.  The bike 
had little pieces of tape on the 
wires to protect them as well as 
yellow zip ties.  Both the front 
and rear wheels and the spokes 

were all black in colour with one 
spoke on each wheel being white. 
Any person with information 
regarding this incident should 
contact the Wellington County 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122. Should 
you wish to remain anonymous, 
you may call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or submit a 
tip on-line at www.csgw.tips. You 
may be eligible for a reward from 
Crime Stoppers of up to $2,000.
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9:30 PM | A member of 
the Perth County OPP observed 
a vehicle travelling almost 100 
kilometres over the posted speed 
limit west of New Hamburg.  The 
driver, a 37-year-old Waterloo 
man, was stopped on Perth Line 

THE PERILS OF WINTER WEATHER

Icy road conditions were the cause of a collision Monday evening at the intersection of Line 86 and Katherine Street north of 
Winterbourne. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Teen back in 
court today

A 17-year-old Elmira youth charged 
with second-degree murder was back 
in court on January 25, but only briefly, 
as the case was adjourned again until 
today (February 1), when disclosure 
information will be released.

The young man was arrested 
December 27, two days after the body 
of Elizabeth Alder, 57, was found at a 
Falcon Drive address in Elmira.

Police initially released the name 
of the suspect when they launched 
a search for him following the 

discovery of the victim after a 911 call 
on Christmas Day. Finding the death 
suspicious, members of the Waterloo 
Regional Police major crime branch, 
in conjunction with the forensic 
identification branch, continued to 
investigate and issued a warrant for a 
local 17-year-old male who had known 
Alder.

Since his arrest, the suspect’s name 
cannot be published under provisions 
of the Youth Criminal Justice Act.

He was taken into custody at the 
retail power centre on Farmers Market 
Lane south of St. Jacobs on the 
afternoon of December 27. Since that 
time, the teen has made four brief 

court appearances.

Dog park gets the 
nod for Elmira

Work should get underway in the 
spring on a fenced, off-leash dog park in 
Elmira, Woolwich councillors this week 
having approved the project.

The park will be located on a 0.85-acre 
piece of township land at 75 Oriole 
Pkwy. E.

The plan calls for the installation of a 
1.2-metre fence with a double-gated 
entry/exit point. The site will be cleared 
for the designated use, with trees for 
shade and garbage receptacles for 

disposal of animal waste. The township 
will also have to make arrangements 
for parking close to the site, as there are 
limited options just now.

A report to council notes that 
additional amenities such as dog waste 
bags, exterior benches and agility pieces 
would be funded through community 
donations.

Fundraising for the project has been 
carried out by the Woofwich Dog Park 
Committee, which also includes the 
St. Jacobs off-leash park approved in 
2016.  For the new park, Elmira Pet 
Products has donated $25,000, receiving 
naming rights in a partnership with the 
township.

Taxes always first 
and foremost

The taxman returns to Woolwich 
March 2, the due date set this week for 
the first installment of 2018 property 
taxes.

Meeting Tuesday, township council 
approved an interim tax bill plan that 
will allow it to collect an amount equal 
to 50 per cent of last year’s levy. The 
move lets the municipality continue 
collecting funds even though it has yet 
to set taxation levels for 2018.

The first 25 per cent will be due on 
March 2, and the second on May 4. 

Adjustments will be made later in 
the year to accommodate this year’s 
budget, set for approval later this 
month.

GRCA re-elects 
chair, vice-chair

Helen Jowett has been acclaimed to 
a third one-year term as chair of the 
Grand River Conservation Authority 
(GRCA). Chris White has also been 
acclaimed to a third one-year term as 
vice-chair.

Both Jowett and White were acclaimed 
by the GRCA board of directors at a 
meeting on Jan. 26.  
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43 and charged with ‘race a motor 
vehicle-excessive speed.’  His 
driver’s licence was suspended 
and the vehicle impounded 
for seven days.  The driver is 
scheduled to appear in court at a 
later date to speak to the charge.   

J A N U A R Y  2 8

1:00 AM | A male driver 
was stopped on Perth Line 86 
travelling double the posted 
speed limit.  Approximately one 
hour later, a second male was 
stopped on Perth Road 119 in the 
Township of Perth East. His speed 
was almost double the posted 
speed limit. Both drivers received 
a seven-day licence suspension 
and both vehicles were towed and 
impounded.

WMC:
Looking for 
cost savings
FROM | 4
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ONCE UPON A TIME, we drove large cars 
fueled by cheap and plentiful gasoline. In 
that time we also built poorly insulated 
homes, simply cranking the heat provided 
by cheap heating oil, natural gas and, yes, 
even electricity. It was also then that we ran 
sprinklers all day, flushed with abundance. 

Those days, as we well know, are long gone.
The real costs of scarcity and environmental damage 

are now showing up in conventional energy prices. And 
for some years now, water has edged into that territory, no 
longer simply taken for granted and priced accordingly.

Again this year, rates for water and sewers are soaring. 
We ignored the deteriorating infrastructure that brought 
us fresh water and piped away what we had used. We paid 
scant attention to the ecological system that provided the 
supply and absorbed our waste. No more. Prices are rising 
now to make up for years of neglect – the relatively free 
ride is over.

By now, Woolwich residents are no strangers to large 
increases in the price of water – the township has been 
hiking rates to reflect changes in provincial rules. For its 
2018 budget, Woolwich council endorsed a water-rate 
increase of 0.85 per cent and boosted wastewater fees by 
7.61 per cent.

The Waterloo Region rates are up 1.9 per cent and 7.9 per 
cent respectively; with Wellesley provided services by the 
upper tier government, fees there will rise in accordance 
with a rolling 10-year plan that typically sees fees jump 
well above the rate of inflation, this year’s water increase 
being an exception.

With the region planning for ongoing significant jumps 
in its rates, you’ll continue to see those expenses appear on 
your municipal water bill. 

The region justifies the hikes by pointing to the scale of 
the work needed to deal with aging infrastructure and to 
accommodate population growth.

However, necessary or not, increases do not play well 
with the public, the people who have been digging deeper 
into their pockets to pay for water. Part of the problem, of 
course, stems from a public perception that water is just 
there for taking.

Because it seems like we’re always paying more, but 
receiving nothing more in return – at least not much that 
we can see – the increases rankle.

While we can’t see where our cash is going, Woolwich 
and all other Ontario municipalities have been incurring 
increased costs due to government rules, much of it 
knee-jerk reaction to what happened in Walkerton. For 
communities with safe drinking water, the extra layer of 
red tape has served only to boost costs, with no effect on 
the product that pours out of our taps. 

Regulations governing water testing – warranted or not, 
usually not – have helped boost costs, but nothing like the 
infrastructure upgrades that will be needed in the coming 
years. Again, some of those are the fault of the province, 
which has changed the way municipalities must handle 
water and sewage. The province hands out rules but no 
money, leaving the municipalities responsible for passing 
on the costs to its residents.

The bottom line is you’ll be paying more this year and 
every year for the foreseeable future. 

And just wait until growth demands a pipeline to service 
our water-poor region. Have your chequebooks handy.

Water, sewer rates 
to rise for the 
foreseeable future 

You have to admire 
Joseph Kabila’s cheek, if 
nothing else. On Saturday, 
at his first press conference 
in seven years, the long-
serving president of the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo said: “We have 
to have elections as 
scheduled.” But they were 
scheduled for December of 
2016.

Kabila had been in office 
for 14 years by then, but 
somehow he had forgotten 
that you need an up-to-
date voters’ list before you 
can hold an election. So 
he generously offered to 
stay in office as president 
for another year while this 
was done, even though he 
was not allowed to run for a 
third term as president.

The various opposition 
parties and the Catholic 
Church, which has 
immense influence in 
the DRC, were not greatly 
pleased by that. However, 
they reluctantly agreed to 
go along with it and the 
election was rescheduled 
for December 2017 – last 

Congo: drifting into dangerous waters
month.

As it became clear that 
the deadline would not be 
met the demonstrations 
and protests multiplied, 
and the ‘security forces’ 
grew more repressive: a 
recent UN report found 
that state agents had 
carried out 1,176 killings 
in 2017. And late last year 
Kabila declared that the 
elections would have to 
be postponed again, to 
December 2018.

“Kabila does not 
have any intention to 
leave power,” said Felix 
Tshisekedi, a prominent 
opposition leader, after 
the latest postponement. 
“His strategy is to spread 
chaos across the country 
and then delay elections 
because he’ll claim there 
is too much violence.” 
The violence is certainly 
increasing, and there is a 
serious risk that Congo is 
sliding back towards civil 
war, but it’s too simple to 
blame it all on Kabila.

Joseph Kabila came to 
power when his father 
Laurent-Desire Kabila, a 
warlord who had emerged 
victorious in the first 
civil war in 1997, was 
assassinated in 2001. He 
was only 29 at the time 

(although his father had 
already made him army 
chief of staff), and he had 
no political following of his 
own.

He has subsequently 
become very rich, but 
he is still not a powerful 
figure in his own right. 
He was put in office by 
the security forces, now 
dominated by the men who 
led his father’s rebel army, 
and he remains largely 
a figurehead while they 
make the real decisions. 
The problem is that they 
can’t decide who should 
replace him.

Kabila didn’t actually 
forget to change the law 
that restricted him to two 
terms of office. Doing that 
would have been simple 
enough if the men who 
really run things had all 
wanted him to stay in 
office. (Three other African 
leaders have changed the 
rules on term limits so they 
could stay in office in just 
the past year.)

Nor is there much doubt 
that Kabila would have 
won if there had been 
an election last year or 
the year before. It’s the 
regime’s own people who 
are slowly compiling 
the voters’ lists, and the 

choices they make will 
doubtless guarantee a 
victory for the regime. 
The situation is drifting 
towards chaos because the 
various factions within 
the security forces cannot 
agree whether to keep 
Kabila in power or switch 
to another figurehead.

It’s all about who has 
access to resources (for 
which read money) within 
the regime, but meanwhile 
81 million Congolese are 
being dragged towards 
another civil war. The 
last one, in 1998-2003, 
killed at least five million 
Congolese, mostly from 
hunger and disease. They 
do not need another.

There is already heavy 
fighting between militia 
groups and the army in 
the east and south-east, 
with the majority of the 
casualties, as usual, being 
civilians. It would be 
comforting to believe that 
an election could stop all 
this, but it can’t. What 
is required is a strong 
and reasonably honest 
government that can 
reassert control over this 
huge country, the poorest 
in the world.

DYER | 8

Shadow or not, residents can count on their own version of Groundhog Day when it comes to increases in water and sewer fees.
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Trial by social media is simply another case of justice denied

The digital world is 
binary. Zero or one. Yes or 
no. Black or white. There 
is no in-between. No 
shades of grey.

It doesn’t allow for 
nuance, the messiness 
of humans. We see this 
in the #MeToo hashtag 
phenomenon, where 
every injustice, perceived 
or real, is accorded the 
same weight. There is no 
range of behaviours, no 
differentiating intent and 
effect. 

It’s a movement that 
equates Patrick Brown 
with Harvey Weinstein, 
the latter clearly an 
offensive character who 
long evaded justice. On 
the weight of what we 
know, the former was 
swept up in the hysteria. 

This is not a take on 
#MeToo. I’ll leave the 
specifics to others more 
suited to the topic. Rather, 
on the troubling lack 
of accountability of the 
online universe, from 
bullying and shaming 

to outright libel and 
propaganda. 

In writing about the 
Brown incident, National 
Post columnist Christy 
Blatchford this week 
touches on the lack of due 
process.

“Whatever the merits 
of their accusations – and 
how is anyone to know? 
– the mere act of making 
them to a journalist was 
enough. This is all it takes 
now,” she writes of the two 
women whose stories were 
tracked down by CTV.

“It means that every 
man in the world is 
vulnerable, not because 
he has necessarily 
misconducted himself, 
but because a woman may 
say he has. The truth of 
the alleged misconduct 
– did it happen? Were 
there mitigating 
circumstances? Does the 
accuser have motive to 
lie? – is incidental, if not 
irrelevant.

“Reputable news 
organizations should 
swear off anonymous 
allegations of sexual 
misconduct unless 
there is a substantial 
body of evidence and 
an overwhelming public 

interest imperative.”
There’s a real danger 

that trial by social media 
will replace actual judicial 
process. That our society 
has long denied justice to 
many, including women 
subjected to sexual 
violence, intimidation 
and harassment, means 
we have to do better, 
not resort to a lynch 
mob mentality. The 
key is to find ways to 
balance power, which is 
essential to counter the 
slide into the tyranny 
of corporatism, a not 
uncommon refrain in this 
space.

The #MeToo movement 
is indicative of a growing 
groupthink to which 
the digital realm is well 
suited. Though well 
meaning and timely, 
we’ve already seen a 
slide into witch-hunt 
territory. More broadly, 
the technology can be put 
to more insidious uses. In 
fact, it already is. 

Originally something of 
a chaotic free-for-all – an 
open market of ideas, if 
you will – the Internet has 
come under increasing 
sway of a handful of 
corporate entities, none 

of them benign and all 
of them intent on ends 
harmful to society. In 
that, they’re backed by 
governments focused on 
intelligence gathering 
– i.e. spying – on their 
citizens. 

Increasingly, these few 
parties are going beyond 
collecting and studying 
data to controlling the 
flow of information, 
which includes restricting 
access to certain sites and 
information.

This is where the 
groupthink issue is most 
threatening. Control 
over information makes 
propaganda that much 
easier to control. Inciting 
mob hysteria is an age-
old tactic, but one with 
much more reach in a 
digital world. While the 
net does afford access to 
alternate views – reality 
vs. newspeak – there is 
a trend to marginalize 
truths that don’t fit with 
those in power.

We may laugh at the 
gullibility of the ignorant, 
backwards people in 
North Korea, for instance, 
but we’re no less subject 
to lies and propaganda, 
just more subtly. Nor is 

that something new, that 
function having been 
assumed by parts of the 
mainstream media years 
ago.

In their classic 
treatise on the issue, 
Manufacturing Consent, 
Edward Herman and 
Noam Chomsky note 
that the media is 
becoming more lapdog 
than watchdog. Rather 
than taking on power, it 
becomes an apologist for 
it.

“The ‘societal purpose’ 
of the media is to 
inculcate and defend 
the economic, social, 
and political agenda of 
privileged groups that 
dominate the domestic 
society and the state. The 
media serve this purpose 
in many ways: through 
selection of topics, 
distribution of concerns, 
framing of issues, filtering 
of information, emphasis 
and tone, and by keeping 
debate within the bounds 
of acceptable premises.”

The new media – i.e. the 
Internet and its spinoffs 
such as Twitter – makes 
that easier in some ways. 
That’s why we’ve seen 
the development of new 

gatekeepers. 
Digital information 

is more transportable, 
but it’s also open to 
manipulation. When 
history is what Google 
says it is, we’re in trouble.

Revisionist history 
is nothing new. It’s a 
central component of 
George Orwell’s 1984, 
where the protagonist, 
Winston Smith, works 
at the Ministry of Truth, 
rewriting newspaper 
articles so that the 
historical record always 
matches the Party line. 

“Oceania was at war 
with Eastasia: Oceania 
had always been at war 
with Eastasia. A large part 
of the political literature 
of five years was now 
completely obsolete. 
Reports and records of all 
kinds, newspapers, books, 
pamphlets, films, sound-
tracks, photographs--all 
had to be rectified at 
lightning speed. Although 
no directive was ever 
issued, it was known 
that the chiefs of the 
Department intended 
that within one week no 
reference to the war with 

What is your strategy for overcoming the winter blues?

“Exercise.”

 » Jonathan Chapman

“Hiking the Kissing Bridge Trail with Sam.”

 » Mary Wilhelm

“I love getting together with family and 
friends, playing board and card games, 
reading and hanging out with family.”

 » Hannah Harman

“Having tea time with a friend.”

 » Beth Mason

“Probably the biggest thing is just to get out 
and do something, be active  - that’s the 
biggest help.”

 » Andy Martin

“But the Congo is too big, too poor and too ethnically fragmented for that to work yet.” Gwynne Dyer | 6
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NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Leader is a figurehead 
chosen by the powerful
FROM | 6

 » UNICEF

It is sheer fantasy to 
imagine that a country 
bigger than all of western 
Europe, but with less in the 
way of all-weather roads 
than tiny Luxembourg 
and a per capita income 
of about a dollar a day, 
can be saved by a free 
election. Communications 
are so poor that there is no 
genuine ‘public opinion,’ 
and beyond Kinshasa, the 
capital, almost all political 
loyalties are tribal.

Democracy is important, 
and for most African 
countries – for most 
countries anywhere – it 
is the best solution. But 
the Congo is too big, too 
poor and too ethnically 

fragmented for that to 
work yet. Elections are 
symbolically important 
because they embody 
the principles of popular 
sovereignty and the rule 
of law, but everybody 
who might actually get 
elected belongs to a small 
privileged elite.

A relatively small part 
of that group, the ‘security 
elite,’ have actually been 
running everything since 
the turn of the century, 
and the first order of 
business must be for them 
to make a deal on who their 
candidate will be at the 
next election. Whoever that 
is will certainly win, and it 
hardly matters whether it 
is Kabila or somebody else. 
Those behind the scenes 

Nearly three in 10 young people aged between 15 and 24 years old 
– 59 million – living in countries affected by conflict or disaster are 
illiterate, triple the global rate. Niger, Chad, South Sudan and 
Central African Republic – all countries with a long history of 
instability and high levels of poverty – are home to the highest 
illiteracy rates among young people with 76% 69% 68% and 64% of 
15 to 24 year olds, respectively, unable to read or write. 

 » Ontario NDP international trade critic Taras Natyshak reacts to the new Trans 
Pacific Partnership (TPP), the original version of which Wynne endorsed sight unseen

“Today’s version of the TPP is once again shrouded in secrecy, 
leaving Ontario families struggling to uncover how this secret deal 
will impact their livelihoods. Words alone aren’t enough to assure 
families that Kathleen Wynne won’t risk doing even more damage 
to those that depend on automotive, dairy or any other industry 
getting hosed in this latest secret trade deal.”

 » From the Feb. 4, 2012 edition of The Observer

 Taxes will increase 5.25 per cent in Woolwich this year, a hit of 
about $31.41 on the average home with an assessed value of 
$254,000. Half of that amount represents a special levy to fund 
infrastructure projects such as road paving and bridge repairs. A 
good chunk of the extra money will be spent on the township’s 
growing staff complement rather than on services to the public.
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Eurasia, or the alliance 
with Eastasia, should 
remain in existence 
anywhere,” Orwell writes 
of Smith’s function.

Developing the tools 
to rewrite history, 
frame conversations 
and, eventually, limit 
the actual language of 
discussion all further 
us along the road to 
totalitarianism. That 
few people are paying 
attention suits those 
leading the charge just 
fine.

With #MeToo, there 
may be a few high-profile 
casualties, but their short-
term pain – and what 
could be short-term gains 
for advocates, given the 
backlash that’s already 
mounting – could be 
offset by the long-term 
gain of stifling dissent. 

As things get worse, 
that kind of control is 
much easier, and much 
less messy than the direct 
force we see elsewhere but 
convince ourselves can’t 
happen here.

We’ve got to avoid 
the lure of whisper 

KANNON: Binary approaches 
to analog problems don’t work
FROM | 7
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HOCKEY / SLEDGE

Jr. Thrashers claim gold 
medal at invitational

Woolwich sledge hockey team has strong showing at London tournament 

GALEA | 11

OPEN
COUNTRY

Learning to 
deal with 
ice holes

It has been said that 
the regular use of complex 
tools is the only thing that 
separates we humans from 
apes. This statement is 
typically offered up as proof 
that we are the smarter 
of the species. Yet, if you 
consider that in the entire 
history of humanity, no one 
has ever witnessed an ape 
using a hand auger to drill 
a hole through the ice, you 
might think twice about all 
that.

One of the main 
challenges of ice fishing 
is using basic tools, like 
an auger, spud or ladle, to 
keep the holes you drilled 
clear of ice – and even an 
ape knows this does not 
sound like fun.

Especially since these 
holes tend to freeze up 
when needed most. It is 
not so much a question 
of whether it is going to 
happen. It is a question of 
when. 

Sometimes a hole gets 
frozen almost as quickly 
as you walk away from it. 
Sometimes it freezes over 
in an hour or so. Science-
oriented types will tell you 
that the speed in which a 
fishing hole freezes over is 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

The Woolwich Thrashers were the junior development division champions at the London Blizzard Sledge Hockey Tournament last weekend. Front: goaltender Daniel Peters. Second row: Dustin Hoag, Nate McCarthy, Jesse Chamberlain, 
Gideon Chamberlain, Josh Chambers, Hunter Karn, Troy Clemmer, Logan Gillingham, Jeramee Snethlage, Megan O’Brien, Michael Papaioannou, Brandon Lalonde, Lucas Harrison. Back row: pusher John McCarthy, trainer Rob Hoag, 
manager Harold Chamberlain, assistant coach Mamie Sealey-Baker, head coach Keith Metzger, pusher Drew Bomhof, pusher Melissa Papaioannou. [SUBMITTED]

The Woolwich 
Thrashers local sledge 
hockey team dominated in 
the 2018 London Blizzard 
Invitational Sledge Hockey 
Tournament this past 
weekend in London, with 
the junior squad taking 
home gold in their division.

The internationally 
renowned tournament 
attracted clubs from as 
far away as Edmonton 
and included the Swedish 
Paralympic team among 
the many contenders.

The intermediates tied 

ALI WILSON their first game of the 
weekend 2-2 in a close 
back-and-forth match with 
the Cruisers Silver Streaks 
from Brampton, with goals 
coming from Karl and Evan 
Kraayenbrink. 

In their second game, 
the intermediate Thrashers 
lost a close game to the 
Buffalo Sabres, 2-0, and 
lost their final game of 
the weekend 1-0 to the 
eventual Intermediate-C+ 
Division champions, 
Kawartha Blazers.

In the junior division, 
the Thrashers opened 
their weekend on Friday 

with a 2-0 victory over the 
Hamilton Sledgehammers 
– Gideon Chamberlain 
and Josh Chambers had 
the goals, while goaltender 
Daniel Peters came away 
with his first shutout of the 
tournament.

Playing against the 
Elmvale Cubs Saturday 
morning, the Thrashers 
came away with a 6-0 win. 
Chambers posted a hat 
trick, Jeramee Snethlage 
had a pair of breakaway 
goals, and Chamberlain 
potted his second of the 
tournament to round out 
the game. 

The Thrashers put 
up a 1-0 win against 
hosts, London Blizzard, 
Chamberlain scoring the 
game’s lone goal in the first 
period, while Peters held 
out once again to give them 
a 3-0 round-robin record. 
From there they were off to 
the semis.

In Sunday’s semi-final, 
the Thrashers found 
themselves up against 
the Cruisers Juniors from 
Brampton. Dustin Hoag 
scored the Thrashers 
first of the game and was 
followed by goals from 
Snethlage, Chambers and 

Logan Gillingham to bring 
the score to 4-0. 

Next up, they faced off 
against the Sledgehammers 
for the gold medal. 
However, a pair from 
Chamberlain mirrored 
Friday nights results and 
gave the Thrashers their 
first tournament win. 

“It was a pretty solid 
tournament for us, I’m 
not going to lie to you,” 
said head coach Mamie 
Sealey-Baker. “It went 
really well; we have seen 
a big improvement with 

THRASHERS | 10
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2018 Registration

DIVISIONS AGES RATES GAME NIGHT(S)*

T-Ball Division.................................(2014, 2013).................$70 ........................... Tuesday

Minor Rookie Division......................(2012, 2011).................$70 ........................... Monday

Major Rookie Division ......................(2010, 2009)................$110 ................. Monday/Wednesday

Junior Division................................(2008, 2007)................$110 ................. Monday/Wednesday

Senior Division........................... (2006, 2005, 2004) ...........$110 ................... Tuesday/Thursday

Registration Deadline:
March 31, 2018

South Woolwich Minor Baseball Co-Ed House League

March 31, 2018March 31, 2018Season set to
begin week 
of May 14 

through July 14
*Weather Permitting

ONLINE Registration now available at:

www.woolwichbaseball.com

*Game nights are subject to diamond availability

For more information please contact:   Terry Kraemer, League President  or  Kurt Wilkie, League Vice-President:  woolwichbaseball@gmail.com 

THE SCORE

the team since the start 
of the year ’til now, which 
is awesome. They seem 
to get better with each 
game, so that was kind 
of a nice thing to see. We 
became more of a unit as 
each game progressed and 
corrected the things as the 
tournament went on.”

It was Sealey-Baker’s 
first tournament coaching 
the team. She started 
volunteering with the 
club after looking for 
a parasport club in the 
area to get involved in, 
contacting organizers 
about getting involved. 
From there it has been an 
amazing and welcoming 
experience, she said.

Keeper Peters took the 
show coming away with 

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: MAJOR
Jan 24 vs New Hamburg
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Liam Straus, Evan 
Hall, Zack Forwell (2), 
Lucas Frey
Assists: Cruz Balog (3), 
Colton Brito (2), Max 
Krasovec, Cameron Fisher, 
Reese Martin, Nolan Martin

Novice: MAJOR
Jan 27 vs Milton
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Nolan Martin, Liam 
Straus, Evan Hall, Colton 
Brito
Assists: Zack Forwell, 
Reese Martin, Max 
Krasovec, Lucas Frey
Shutouts: Cohen 
Hamburger/Cohen 
Patterson

Novice: MAJOR
Jan 28 vs Dundas
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Mason Gear, Zack 
Forwell (2), Nolan Martin, 
Rhys Taylor
Assists: Liam Straus, Nolan 
Martin, Evan Hall, Mason 
Gear, Rhys Taylor, Max 
Krasovec, Zach Wiseman
Shutouts: Cohen 
Patterson/Cohen 
Hamburger

Novice: TYKE MD
Jan 26 vs Milton 
Winterhawks 3
Home: 13  Visitor: 0
Goals: Jackson Gillies (4), 
Bryce McFadden (2), Owen 
Porter (3), Cody Paquet 
(2), Sullivan Shantz, Carter 
Crane
Assists: Carson Kellough, 
Owen Porter, Cody Paquet 
(2), Carter Crane (2), Liam 
MacGregor, Nathan Seller, 
Bryce McFadden
Shutouts: Mason Gruhl

ATOM: MAJOR AE
Jan 20 vs Milton 
Winterhawks
Home: 6  Visitor: 1
Goals: Tyler Gingrich 
(2), Carter Snider (2), 
Patrick McCarthy, Thomas 
Ferguson
Assists: Bryson Rozema 
(2), Carter Snider, Blake 
Dueck, Graydon Martin

Atom: MAJOR AE
Jan 27 vs Guelph
Home: 3  Visitor: 6
Goals: Carter Snider (2), 
Tyler Gingrich
Assists: Patrick McCarthy, 
Bryson Rozema, Haiden 
Wagner

Atom: MAJOR AE
Jan 28 vs Milton 
Winterhawks
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Tyler Gingrich, 
Haiden Wagner
Assists: Wesley Aitken, 
Carter Snider, Patrick 
McCarthy

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan 27 vs Owen Sound Jr 
Attack
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Josh Carson, Keaten 
Kidd, Karsten Smith, Ethan 
Burkholder
Assists: Riley Dettweiler, 
Drew Snyder, Evan Woods 
(2), Josh Carson, Carson 
Staken, Danny Schaefer

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan 28 vs Oakville Rangers 
Red
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Evan Woods, Danny 
Schaefer, Connor Goebel, 
Josh Carson
Assists: Danny Schaefer, 
Brandon Fishman, Evan 
Woods, Ethan Burkholder

PeeWee: LL#1
Jan 27 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies 1

Home: 1 Visitor: 4
Goals: Preston Hackert

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Jan 27 vs Owen Sound
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Keenan Martin (2), 
Joey Martin, Haiden Idzik
Assists: Will Lavigne 
(2), Ethan Martin, Cade 
Beacom, Haiden Idzik

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Jan 28 vs Halton Hills Red
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Ethan Bickerton, 
Jordan Chang, Ryan 
Brubacher
Assists: Mason Spark (2), 
Jordan Chang, Ethan Martin

PeeWee: MAJOR 
PEEWEE AE
Jan 20 vs Milton
Home: 4  Visitor: 4
Goals: Emmett 
Weisenboeck, Owen 
Brown, Evan Lucier
Assists: Owen Brown (2), 
Jonathan Enns (2), Nathan 
Lipp (2)

PeeWee: MAJOR 
PEEWEE AE
Jan 26 vs Centre 
Wellington
Home: 1  Visitor: 3
Goals: David Taylor

PeeWee: MAJOR 
PEEWEE AE
Jan 28 vs Halton Hills
Home: 3  Visitor: 7
Goals: Emmett 
Weisenboeck, Owen 
Brown, Evan Lucier
Assists: Riley Snider, 
Nathan Lipp, David Taylor, 
Owen Brown, Ben Wilkie

Bantam: MAJOR A
Jan 24 vs Milton 
Winterhawks
Home: 6  Visitor: 2
Goals: Carter Servais, Owen 
Lee, Cameron Leonard (3), 
Nate Snyder
Assists: Easton Gowing, 

Nate Snyder (2), Owen Lee 
(4), Eric Lacey, Cameron 
Leonard

Bantam: MAJOR A
Jan 27 vs Bramton 45’s
Home: 8  Visitor: 1
Goals: Michael Hayes (4), 
Owen Lee, Nate Snyder, Eric 
Lacey, Cameron Leonard
Assists: Tyler Martin (2), 
Nate Snyder (2), Ethan 
Birmingham (2), Cameron 
Leonard (2), Owen Lee, 
Kolin Weigel, Easton 
Gowing, Carter Servais

Bantam: MAJOR A
Jan 28 vs Brampton 45’s
Home: 5 Visitor: 2
Goals: Michael Hayes, Tyler 
Martin (2), Nate Snyder, 
Alex Hutton
Assists: Tyler Martin, Kyler 
Austin (2), Carter Servais, 
Michael Hayes, Ethan 
Birmingham

Midget: LL #1
Jan 26 vs St. George
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Eli Baldin
Assists: Sam Nitsche

Midget: LL #1
Jan 27 vs Tavistock
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Eli Baldin (3), 
Connor Bentley
Assists: Sam Nitsche, Tyson 
Mifflin, Sullivan Keen, Noah 
Bauman, Adam Anstett

Jr. Sugar Kings
Jan 27 vs Oakville Rangers
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Riley Runstedler, 
Lukas Shantz (2), Austin 
Cousineau, Evan Gowing
Assists: Bart Sherrer, Griffin 
Hergott (2), Daniel Carr, 
Ethan Young, Nolan Hislop, 
Cole Altman

Jr. Sugar Kings
Jan 29 vs Oakville Rangers
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Caleb Cribbin, Riley 
Runstedler, Cole Altman

Assists: Nolan Hislop, 
Griffin Hergott, Ethan 
Young (2), Cole Altman

TOURNAMENT

Novice: NOVICE LL #2
Jan 26 vs Oro Thunder
Home: 0  Visitor: 4

Novice: NOVICE LL #2
Jan 27 vs Seaforth
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Grant Rintoul 
(2), Zion Shadd, Charlie 
Brodrecht, Jackson Wolfe
Assists: Noah Gibson, 
Jaden Zhou, Bryden 
Schaefer

Novice: NOVICE LL #2
Jan 27 vs Mariposa
Home: 0  Visitor: 6

Novice: LL #1
Jan 26 vs Innisfil 
Winterhawks #1
Home: 0  Visitor: 6

Novice: LL #1
Jan 27 vs Coiston Dr 
Jacques Flames
Home: 2  Visitor: 4
Goals: Braden Hardman, 
Josh Wraight

Novice: LL #1
Jan 27 vs Tilsonburg 
Tornados
Home: 0  Visitor: 2

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: LL#2
Jan 27 vs Kitchener Jr. 
Rangers (White)
Home: 2  Visitor: 4
Goals: Leah Hunter, Elle 
Schwindt

Novice: LL#2
Jan 28 vs Kitchener Jr. 
Rangers (Blue)
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Madison Klaehn (2)
Assists: McKenzie Rank, 
Maria Martin, Stella Grundy

Novice: B
Jan 27 vs Waterloo Ravens
Home: 1  Visitor: 3
Goals: Emily Hibbard
Assists: Emily Metzger

Novice: B
Jan 28 vs Waterloo Ravens
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Cayleigh McQuinn, 
Emma McCoubrey (3)
Assists: Emily Metzger, 
Sophia Metzger, Kara Grant

Atom: LL
Jan 27 vs Ayr Rockets #1
Home: 1  Visitor: 4
Goals: Hailey Mueller
Assists: Jaiden Radler

WATERLOO  
WOLVES

Atom: MAJOR
Jan 21 vs Kitchener 

Rangers
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Noah Myke
Assists: Tyson Carter, Onyx 
Spark

Atom: MAJOR
Jan 27 vs Kitchener 
Rangers
Home: 2  Visitor: 6
Goals: Onyx Spark, Peyton 
Ahrens
Assists: Priyen Jobanputra, 
Redden Shantz

Atom: MAJOR (WHITE)
Jan 28 vs Waterloo Wolves 
(Black)
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Peyton Ahrens, 
Noah Myke, Onyx Spark
Assists: Noah Myke, Tyson 
Carter

WOOLWICH 
THRASHERS

Junior
Jan 26 vs Hamilton 

Sledgehammers
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Gideon 
Chamberlain, Josh 
Chambers
Assists: Hunter Karn, Nate 
McCarthy
Shutouts: Daniel Peters

Junior
Jan 27 vs London Blizzard
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Gideon Chamberlain
Shutouts: Daniel Peters

Junior
Jan 27 vs Elmvale Cubs
Home: 6  Visitor: 0
Goals: Josh Chambers (3), 
Jeramee Snethlage (2), 
Jesse Chamberlain
Assists: Jesse Chamberlain, 
Logan Gillingham (2), 
Michael Papaioannou, 
Megan O’Brien, Jeramee 
Snethlage
Shutouts: Daniel Peters

Junior
Jan 28 vs Cruisers Junior
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Dustin Hoag, 
Jeramee Snethlage, 
Josh Chambers, Logan 
Gillingham
Assists: Jesse Chamberlain 
(2)
Shutouts: Daniel Peters

Junior
Jan 28 vs Hamilton 
Sledgehammers
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Gideon Chamberlain 
(2)
Assists: Jesse Chamberlain, 
Hunter Karn, Nate 
McCarthy, Josh Chambers
Shutouts: Daniel Peters

Intermediate
Jan 27 vs Buffalo Sabres
Home: 0  Visitor: 2

IN FINE FORM OUT ON THE CIRCUIT

Shihan Mark Yates and Sensei Becky Schweitzer attended the United Promoters Martial Arts Circuit (U.P.M.A.C.) awards 
banquet held in Fredricktown, OH on Jan. 6. The Promar Karate (Listowel) and Schweitzer’s Martial Arts (Hawkesville) 
instructors competed in the U.S. on the nationally-rated martial arts competition circuit throughout 2017. Shihan Mark Yates 
took first overall in Black Belt Self-defense, Executive Weapons and Kata. Sensei Becky Schweitzer took first in Women’s 
Black Belt Kata, Weapons and Grappling.  She also won the U.P.M.A.C. “Black Belt Competitor of the Year Award” for the 
second year in a row. [SUBMITTED]

THRASHERS: Team back in 
action Saturday at the WMC
FROM | 9 five straight shutouts 

during the tournament, 
tying him with NHL record 
holder Brian Boucher for 
most consecutive shutouts 
by a goalie.

However, coach Sealey-
Baker also credits the 
quality of her impeccable 
soldiers up front for 
protecting their end.

“There wasn’t a lot of 
action in our end a lot of 
the time, but when there 
was he was on point, and 
he made a fantastic glove 
save – it was literally like 
a highlight reel, it was 
beautiful,” she said.

The team returns home 
for a league game at the 
Woolwich Memorial 
Centre Saturday (February 
3) against the Hamilton 
Sledgehammers. The puck 
drops at 2 p.m. 
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determined entirely by the 
diameter of the hole, the 
air temperature and the 
velocity of the wind. This is 
a universal statement that 
applies to all holes, by the 
way – so dress warm.

The thing that is rarely 
entered into this equation, 
however, is the fish. 

I have no scientific proof 
to back up my theory 
but I strongly believe 
that the very act of a fish 

approaching your lure or 
bait will cause a fishing 
hole, or at the very least, 
the openings in your rod 
guides to freeze solid. If 
I were to blame anything 
for this, it would be the 
universe’s remarkable 
sense of humour – the very 
same thing that deemed ice 
fishing a sport rather than 
a preventable symptom of 
cabin fever.

As always, the universe 
is right. There is nothing 

funnier than watching an 
angler trying to clear ice 
from his fishing hole while 
fighting a good sized fish 
– unless, of course, you 
happen to be the angler. 
Then it is not funny at all.

The trick is to break 
the ice without breaking 
the line that tenuously 
connects you to the thing 
you are going to talk about 
for the next two weeks. 
This means chipping away 
at the ice while doing 

your best not to step in 
a fishing bucket. True, a 
good ice angler clears the 
area of fishing buckets and 
other hazards before he 
starts, but all that quickly 
changes if you have 
friendly bets with your 
fishing buddies. 

Needless to say, it is 
an integral part of the 
experience.

If anything keeps anglers 
coming back to fish on 
the desolate icescape, it is 

the spectacle of another 
angler circling around 
a frozen ice fishing hole 
with a size 12 boot stuck in 
a size 10 bucket as a fish 
is doing its level best to 
break expensive line that 
is encased in a 20-pound 
block of ice.

The prudent thing to 
do would be to avoid this 
situation altogether – by 
staying home. If, for some 
god-awful reason, you find 
yourself on ice fishing, 

however, you can avert this 
by visiting your ice fishing 
holes every now and then 
to stir the water and ladle 
out the slush. This simple 
precaution keeps the hole 
open for when you finally 
do get a bite.

Every experienced 
angler knows this. And I 
honestly think most would 
do this far more often if it 
wasn’t so darn hard to walk 
around with one boot stuck 
in a bucket.

GALEA: The trick is maintaining good form, even when there’s a lot on the line ... particularly a fish
FROM | 9

Five goals didn’t do 
the trick in Stratford, but 
were more than enough 
when the Elmira Sugar 
Kings returned home to 
face Brantford.

The team bounced back 
from a 6-5 midweek loss to 
the Warriors to post a 5-2 
win over the 99ers Sunday 
afternoon at the WMC.

Heading into Stratford 
January 24, the Kings 
certainly had their work 
cut out for them as they 
took on the current 
second-place team in the 
Midwestern Conference. 
It was a make-up game 
for a January 12 meeting 
cancelled due to wintry 
weather conditions.

Things started well for 
the Kings. Opening the 
scoring was Ethan Skinner 
with a power play marker, 
assisted by Braydon Munn 
and Ryan Takamatsu, 
about 15 minutes into 
the first. It was the sole 
scoring play of the period.

The Warriors answered 
two minutes into the 
second, knotting things up 
1-1. But just a few minutes 
later, the Kings hit back 
again, with Zack Cameron 
(Ty Biles, Ethan Wiseman) 
putting the visitors up 2-1.

If Elmira had been 
dominating up until 
this point, the next ten 
minutes would see the 
momentum swing wildly 
back to the Warriors. At 
5:25, just 30 seconds after 
the Kings potted their 
second of the match, the 
Warriors retaliated with 
the tying goal.

In the next ten minutes, 
the Warriors scored two 
more power plays goals, 
putting them up 4-2. The 
frame was fast drawing to 
a close, but with exactly 15 
seconds left on the clock, 
Matt MacKay (Munn, 
Biles) made it a one-goal 
game again.

It was 4-3 as the players 

HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Five will get you 0, then get you 2
Kings drop 6-5 decision in Stratford before returning home for a 5-2 win over Brantford at Sunday matinee

FAISAL ALI entered into the final 
20 minutes of play, and 
the pucks began to fly. 
Less than two minutes 
in, the Warriors were 
able to capitalize on the 
man-advantage from the 
previous frame. At 7:15, the 
team scored again.

With 13 minutes on the 
clock, the game was now at 
6-3 in favour of the home 
team. From here, the Kings 
made their final push.

Newcomer Marcel 
Berube put one on the 
board for the Sugar Kings, 
with Alex Peterson and 
Cameron picking up 
the assist, and just five 
minutes of game time to 
go. The clock was down 
to 51 seconds when Munn 
(Jeremey Goodwin, Biles) 
found the back of the net 
with a final power play 
marker, bringing the Kings 
to within spitting distance 
of their opponents.

It was again a one-point 
match, but despite some 
final attempts by the 
Kings, the game ended in a 
6-5 loss.

Still smarting from a 
near victory, the Kings 
had an opportunity to 
make it up on Sunday in 
their home game against 
the Brantford 99ers. And 
despite dropping the lead 
in first two frames, Elmira 
shone through in the final 
20 minutes for a string of 
goals to end the game on 
a 5-2 high. The final goal, 
a short-handed lob from 
across the arena into an 
empty net, was just the 
cherry on top.

The game didn’t begin 
all that well for the Kings 
though, as Brantford took 
the lead not once but twice. 
There would be no scoring 
in the first 20 minutes of 
game time, and it was not 
until just over four minutes 
into the second that 
Brantford claimed the first 
of the match.

Barely half-a-minute 
later, Elmira’s Jake Burton 

responded, with Karson 
Massey picking up the 
assist, tying the game 1-1. 
It was an even race for but 
a moment, however, as the 
99ers scored again at 6:18 
on a power play.

The scoreboard would 
remain frozen in place 
for the remainder of the 
second period, with the 
99ers in a precarious 2-1 
lead.

But coming back for 
that final stanza of the 
game, the Kings seemed 
to have been shaken into 
a frenzy. Just one minute 
in, Takamatsu potted the 
second knotting puck, 
putting the Kings back on 
an even footing with their 
opponents.

“It was nice to be 
able to contribute,” said 
Takamatsu after the 

game. “I know we were 
kind of struggling early 
in the game. I thought we 
dominated but, you know, 
were struggling to put 
pucks in the net.”

Picking up the assists 
were Damian Figueira, 
another new player on the 
team, and Skinner, whom 
Takamatsu credits for the 
goal.

“Skinner made an 
unbelievable pass to me in 
the slot and I just kind of 
slapped it home from the 
nice slot there, so it was 
nice that it went in,” he 
said.

The game-winning goal 
came flying shortly after 
from Berube on the power 
play, with Munn and 
Skinner again picking up 
the assist.

“Oh, yeah, Skinner’s 

a great player,” agreed 
Berube. “He’s easy to play 
with, so I just try to get 
open for him.”

Now in the lead, the 
Kings hustled to put some 
distance between them 
and the Brantford team. At 
9:26, Matt MacKay (Kurtis 
Goodwin) found the back 
of the net.

The Kings were up 
4-2 over the 99ers, and 
as the minutes counted 
down Brantford pulled 
the goalie for some last-
minute firepower. With 
an extra attacker on ice, 
and the Kings down a 
man to the box, the 99ers 
hoped to overwhelm 
their opposition. Instead, 
Skinner cleared the puck 
out of their end and sent it 
straight across the ice into 
the empty net to finish 

things off at 5-2.
With another month 

until the playoffs and 
seven more games on the 
calendar, the Kings have 
plenty of time still to 
add some polish to their 
game and gel the new 
additions to the team. Up 
next weekend, the team 
will be playing two away 
games, first on Friday 
in Brampton against 
the Bombers, followed 
by a Saturday match in 
Waterloo against the 
Siskins. The puck drop in 
both cases is at 7:30 p.m.

“We’ve had success 
against those two teams, 
so we just got to keep 
rolling and keep playing 
well, and hopefully 
we’ll get the two points 
from both games,” said 
Takamatsu.

Ethan Skinner (left) makes a rush towards the Brantford 99ers net at Sunday’s home game. Top-right, The Kings take it to the net. Bottom right, Jake Burton attempts to sweep in an errant 
puck. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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519-669-3030 | info@footfoundation.ca | www.footfoundation.ca

Elmira, ON
11 Church St. E,

Custom Footwear  •  Custom Orthotics  •  Major Footwear Alterations 
Standard Orthopedic Footwear  •  General Repairs

Don’t let sore feet get in the 
way of your fitness resolutions

New Year! New You!
Let us help ease your pain.

IT WAS A CHALLENGING 
and ultimately 
disappointing week for the 
Applejacks as they took on 
the top two teams in the 
South Doherty Division, 
and lost. 

Facing off last Thursday 
against the first-place Ayr 
Centennials, Wellesley fell 
3-0 on the road. Returning 
home Saturday to take on 
Tavistock, the Jacks played 
a much closer game but 
fell 3-2 on the strength of 
a last-minute goal by the 
Braves.

But up against the 
Centennials last week, the 
Jacks were back on their 
heels almost from the 
get-go. Four minutes into 
the first, Ayr drew first 
blood in what would be the 
only point for the next 40 
minutes.

The Jacks headed into 
their first intermission just 
one point in the hole, but 
were unable to climb out 
for the rest of the match. 
The second frame was an 
unmoving slog as neither 
side could break past the 
other’s defence.

Still 1-0 as the Jacks 
headed onto the ice for the 
final frame, it was not until 
15:43 that another point 
was put on the board. 
Unfortunately, however, 
it would prove to be Ayr’s 

HOCKEY / JUNIOR C

Jacks have it rough with top league 
contenders as playoffs get started
Team opens fi rst round series Saturday on the road in Paris, with play returning to Wellesley Sunday afternoon

FAISAL ALI puck that found the net on 
a power play.

Now down 2-0, the Jacks 
pulled their netminder, 
Ryan Hergott,  but the 
open net only allowed the 
Centennials to slot one 
last puck in the final 50 
seconds of the frame. The 
Jacks were defeated 3-0, 
with the shutout going to 
Centennials’ goalie Ryan 
Baux.

It was an especially 
shaky performance for 
the Jacks who, in previous 
matches, had been able 
to keep within one goal of 
Ayr and even walked away 
once with a 4-2 victory. But 
despite the numbers on 
the board, Wellesley had 
kept pace with Ayr right up 
until the final minutes of 
the game.

“It was a tight game for 
almost three periods,” 
noted head coach Brad 
Gerber.

“It was a 1-0 game most 
of the night, and it was 
just one of those nights 
where we just couldn’t find 
a way to score a goal. It’s a 
little frustrating at times, 
but that’s the way it goes 
sometimes,” he said.

On the weekend, the Jacks 
knew they had another 
tough game ahead of them 
as they took on the second-
place Tavistock Braves. 
The Jacks had the home 
advantage, though, and, to 

their credit, came within a 
hair’s breadth of overtime, 
until a last-minute goal put 
the Braves up 3-2.

The game got off to a 
faulty start as troubles 
with the arena ice delayed 
the puck drop by about 
half-an-hour. By the time 
the game got rolling, both 
teams were itching to play.

The first period 
belonged squarely to the 
Braves as they scored two 
power play markers.

Wellesley had a chance 
to retaliate in the second 
frame, as nine minutes 
in Alex Uttley found the 
back of the opponents’ 
net. Picking up the assist 
were Shaun Pickering 

and Jordan Hoekstra. An 
Applejack for the past two 
years, Hoekstra had just 
returned to the lineup 
after sustaining an injury 
early in the season.

“That was Jordan’s first 
game since then, and he’s 
a big addition back into 
our lineup, for sure. We’re 
excited about having him 
back,” said Gerber after 
Saturday’s game against 
the Braves.

“Last year he was one 
of our top scorers on the 
team and he was off to a 
good start this year again; 
unfortunately, one night 
down in Burford he broke 
his ankle.”

The Uttley, Pickering, 

Hoekstra combo was the 
only point of the period, 
sending the players into 
the second intermission 
with an uneasy 2-1 on the 
board.

The final twenty 
minutes of the game 
proved to be the most 
dramatic, as Wellesley was 
able to knot the score up 
four-and-a-half minutes 
in. Pickering proved to be 
the man of the hour, with 
Uttley and Hoekstra this 
time lending  assists.

Gerber noted Hoekstra’s 
ability to pick up two 
assists in his first game 
since his injury.

“It just goes to show,” 
he said. “The kid’s been 

out of the lineup for 
that long and he comes 
right in against a team 
like Tavistock and gets a 
couple points right away. 
Obviously he’s got to work 
on his conditioning a little 
bit, but besides that he’s 
a young guy and I’m sure 
he’ll fit in real quick.”

The game was in a dead 
even heat with another 
15:30 left on the clock, and 
as the minutes counted 
down it seemed like it was 
destined for overtime. But 
it was not until the final 
minute of game time, with 
the scoreboard still frozen 
at 2-2, that the deciding 
goal came. Tavistock’s 
Carson MacRae squeaked 
the puck by for that last 
minute play, ending the 
game 3-2 for the Braves.

The addition of 
Hoekstra back to the 
lineup comes just in time 
for the playoffs. Wellesley 
had one final away game 
with Delhi last night 
(Wednesday) after their 
January 12 match was 
postponed due to weather. 
But the playoffs are 
kicking off this weekend 
with round one against the 
Paris Mounties.

The Jacks start the series 
on the road Saturday night 
beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Wellesley will be 
playing host with a matinee 
set to start at 1:30 p.m.

The Jacks celebrate a goal at Saturday night’s home game against the Tavistock Braves. The game was knotted up 2-2 until Tavistock pulled 
ahead in the final minute of play. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Saturday’s match saw the return of #23 Jordan Hoekstra (left and right photos), who had been out of the lineup since October. In the centre is Applejack forward Zach Ribeiro in game action at the Wellesley arena.
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Looking for the Perfect Place 
to Host a Party or Reception?

Linwood Recreation Centre • Hawkesville Community Centre  
St. Clements Community Centre • Wellesley Community Centre 
Parks & Pavilion rentals also available.

The Township of Wellesley has
a number of facilities available for
rent at very reasonable prices.

Go to www.wellesley.ca/reservations to reserve your facility online!

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

We perf�m civil
ma�iage ceremonies!

For more information or to schedule a marriage ceremony, 
please call 519-669-6009 

or submit an online request at www.woolwich.ca.
We require a minimum of 48 hours notice to ensure an ociant is available.

Our o�ciants will perform ceremonies 
at the Township O�ce in Elmira or at an 
o
-site location picked by the bride 
and groom.

For Reservations Calll 519.669.51715151951951 9 5
40  South St.  W.,  Elmira

LIONS HALL
• Easy Access 
• Ample Parking
• Air Conditioned
• Seats up to 450
• Excellent Lighting

floralfusion.ca • 2239 Floradale Rd., Floradale, ON

519.669.9761

Unique & Beautiful Just Like You

Call to book your consultation today

Wonderful Weddings

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE HOCKEY AS SUN RAYS PUT ON A SHOW

The Woolwich Sun Rays put on a show at the Elmira Sugar Kings Charity game in support of Elmira District Community Living recreation committee on Jan. 21, with some 800 people looking on during the Sunday afternoon game. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

observerxtra.com/family

TO HAVE AND
TO HOLD

Announce the big day with 
a notice in the Observer.

Wedding Announcements for as little as $48 + hst
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FIELD
NOTES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

VENTURE
TAXATION / ANOTHER BUSINESS HURDLE

Paying more, getting less

Nominations closed 
this week for two unique 
global food innovation 
awards – and there’s every 

reason to believe 
Canadian agriculture 
could produce a 
winner, maybe even 
from our region.

The awards are the 
first Arrell Global 
Food Innovation 
Awards, from the 
Arrell Food Institute 
at the University of 
Guelph. The institute 
was created from a 
$20-million donation 
from the Arrell 
family, the largest 
private gift ever to 
the university. 

The institute’s goal 
is to transform global 

food systems, and elevate 
Canada’s place within 
the global food economy, 
building on the university’s 
world-class strengths in 
all aspects of agri-food 
research and education. 

In May, the institute 
will hold its first global 
food summit in Guelph 
and Toronto. The award 
winners will be announced 
at the summit.

Two $100,000 awards 
will recognize global 
food excellence in two 
areas. The first award 
recognizes an individual 
or group of researchers 

Nominations 
wrap up for 
$100,000  
ag and food 
prizes

ROBERTS | 16

Commercial property owners hit with higher property taxes while accessing fewer municipal services

TAXES | 16

Teresa Armstrong, Woolwich’s manager of revenue/tax collector, notes the township is the conduit for property taxes, passing most of the revenue along. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Few if any of us 
appreciate paying our 
property taxes, more 
so with the obligatory 
increases now being 
planned by municipal 
governments. At the 
individual level, we can 
see where some of the 
money goes, at least 
locally: roads, recreation 
facilities and the like.

You pay taxes and you 
get services ... at least in 
theory. That’s not the case 
with businesses, which 
pay even more exorbitant 
rates, further, well, taxing 
the value-for-money 
proposition. 

For small businesses 
in particular, the high 
property taxes pile on 
top of a tough economy, 
runaway provincial 
and federal 
taxes, nanny-
state regulations, 
labour legislation 
and skyrocketing 
electricity rates.

In Woolwich, the local 
government collects the 
taxes, but keeps less than 
a quarter of what comes 
in, bearing the brunt of 
public ire while passing 
on the bulk to the Region 
of Waterloo (57 per cent) 
and the school boards (20 
per cent).

Teresa Armstrong, 
Woolwich’s manager of 
revenue/tax collector, 
explains there is a  
misconception of where 
funds go once residents 
have paid their property 
taxes.  

“We send the tax bill 
out, they pay it here, so 

they think you have all of 
my money – we keep our 
small portion and then 
we write cheques four 
times and say, ‘here is 
your money that we have 
collected on your behalf,’” 
she said.

Using their portion, the 
township pays for things 
such as governance, 
parks and recreation, 
roads and fire, while the 
regional piece focuses 
more on maintaining 
regional roads, police and 
ambulance services, social 
services, public health 
and the library services, 
as well as transit.

Referencing the actual 
services funds from the 
property tax go towards, 
regardless of whether 
you’re talking about 
residential or commercial 
property taxes, Woolwich 
director of finance 
Richard Petherick  says 
that they are arguably the 
most answerable.

“It’s probably also the 
most transparent and 
accountable tax,” said 
Petherick, referencing 
annual income, sales tax 
amounts in comparison to 
property tax paid. “From 
a government level, we 
are so close to the people 

we serve that there is just 
that transparency and we 
are accountable to each 
other.”

Looking at the 
commercial property tax 
specifically paid in the 
township, fairness is up 
for debate.

According to a 
Canadian Federation of 
Independent Business 
study that looked into 
how Ontario and its 
municipalities tax 
business properties, 
“business owners in 
Ontario pay a much larger 
share of the property 
tax bill, even though 

residents remain the 
primary beneficiaries of 
municipal services. On 
average, business owners 
pay two to three times as 
much in property taxes 
compared to residents in 
their local municipality 
pay on the same property 
value. This represents an 
unjustifiably large burden 
placed on businesses. 
While some progress has 
been made to address 
the imbalanced property 
tax load in Ontario, 
businesses continue to be 
overtaxed.”

Accreditation 
Number: 38988

ALI WILSON
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OFFERS END FEBRUARY 28TH.

AS STRONG AND DEPENDABLE
AS THEIR DRIVERS.

UP TO

TOTAL LEASE VALUE
(MAX CREDIT AVAILABLE ON 2018 SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB CUSTOM 

EDITION 4X4 MODELS WHEN YOU APPLY FOR THE GM CARD)* 

$ 6,870

CHEVROLETOFFERS.CA/OFFERS

*$3,750 Limited time lease offer valid to eligible lessees in Canada who obtained credit approval and enter into a lease agreement with GM Financial, and who accept delivery from February 1, 2018 –February 28, 2018 of a select new or demonstrator 2018 MY Chevrolet vehicle. 2018 
MY vehicles not eligible for this offer are Spark LS, Malibu L, Colorado 2SA, Camaro ZL1 and Bolt EV.  Total Lease Value consist of $1,500 manufacturer-to-dealer New Year Lease Bonus (tax-exclusive), the GM Card Application Bonus (tax-inclusive), and may include manufacturer-
to-dealer lease cash (tax exclusive) (“Lease Cash”). Lease Cash applies to select vehicles and value depends on model purchased: $1,500 on new 2018 Spark (excl LS), Sonic, Malibu (excl L), Camaro (excl ZL1), Corvette, Volt, Equinox, Traverse, Silverado HD, Tahoe, Suburban, 
Express, City Express; $2,000 on new 2018 Silverado LD Reg Cab, Colorado (excl 2SA); $2,500 on new 2018 Trax, Silverado LD Double Cab; $2,750 on new 2018 Silverado LD Crew Cab. GM Card Application Bonus applies to individuals who apply for a Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Card or 
current Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Cardholders. GM Card Application Bonus credit value depends on model purchased: $500 GM Card Bonus on new 2018 Sonic, Cruze, Malibu (excl 1VL), Camaro (excl ZL1), Volt, Equinox, Trax (excl 1SV); $750 GM Card Bonus on new 2018 Impala, Corvette, 
Colorado (excl 2SA), Traverse, City Express, Express; $1,000 GM Card Bonus on new 2018 Tahoe, Suburban, Silverado LD & HD. As part of the transaction, dealer may request documentation and contact General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) to verify eligibility. This offer 
may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Conditions and limitations apply. Void where prohibited. See Dealer for full program details. GM Canada reserves the right to amend or terminate offers for any reason in whole or in 
part at any time without prior notice. 2018 Silverado Double Cab Custom Edition 4X4 Lease: Lease based on a purchase price of $46,425 for a 2018 Silverado Double Cab Custom Edition 4X4, includes $3,870 CDA, $2,000 Lease Cash Bonus and $1,000 GM card application bonus 
(this offer applies to individuals who have applied for the Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Card [GM card] and to current Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Cardholders) (taxes included). Bi-weekly payment is $185 for 48 months at 2.5% lease rate on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM 
Financial. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $3,200 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $22,482. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in 
Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $20,003.  2018 Colorado Z71 Crew Cab Lease: Lease based on a purchase price of $41,285 for a 2018 Colorado Z71 Crew Cab, includes $500 CDA, $1,500 Lease Cash Bonus 
and $750 GM card application bonus (this offer applies to individuals who have applied for the Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Card [GM card] and to current Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Cardholders) (taxes included). Bi-weekly payment is $179 for 48 months at 2.5% lease rate on approved credit 
to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $3,350 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $21,984. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable 
fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $19,359. 0/72 Finance: Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada on select vehicles from February 1 to February 28, 2018. 
0% purchase financing offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 72 months on eligible 2018 Chevrolet models: Silverado 1500. Other trims may have effective rates higher than 0%. Participating lenders are subject to change. 
Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $40,000 financed at 0% nominal rate (0% APR) equals $555.56 
monthly for 72 months. Total Value consists of $3,870 manufacturer-to-dealer (tax exclusive) delivery credit, $2,100 manufacturer-to-dealer finance cash (tax exclusive) and $1,000 manufacturer-to-consumer GM Card Application Bonus (offer applies to individuals who apply 
for a Scotiabank GM Visa Card [GM Card] or current GM Card cardholders) (tax inclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $40,000. Offer is unconditionally interest-free. Freight and air charge ($100, if applicable) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, 
applicable taxes and dealer fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. 
Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Visit onstar.ca for vehicle availability. Services and connectivity vary by model and conditions as 
well as geographical and technical restrictions. Requires active OnStar service and data plan. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot.

  2 YEARS/48,000 KM
 COMPLIMENTARY
OIL CHANGES**

  5 YEARS/160,000 KM
 POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY▲

  ONSTAR 4G LTE 
 WITH WI-FI® 
HOTSPOT ◊

      ALL ELIGIBLE MODELS COME WITH

   CHEVROLET
COMPLETE CARE: 

  5 
 POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY

THE 2018 SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB
CUSTOM EDITION 4X4

STANDARD APPLE CARPLAY™1 AND ANDROID AUTO™2  CAPABILITY AND 
ONSTAR® 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT3 (3GB/3-MONTH TRIAL)
NHTSA OVERALL VEHICLE 5-STAR SAFETY SCORE4

CLASS-EXCLUSIVE AUTOMATIC LOCKING REAR DIFFERENTIAL

FEATURES:

$185*         2.5%          @

FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $3,200 DOWN PAYMENT
WHEN YOU APPLY FOR THE GM CARD
OR $4,200 DOWN PAYMENT EQUIVALENT
(INCLUDES $5,870 TOTAL LEASE VALUE)

FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $3,350 DOWN PAYMENT
WHEN YOU APPLY FOR THE GM CARD
OR $4,100 DOWN PAYMENT EQUIVALENT
(INCLUDES $2,000 TOTAL LEASE VALUE)

BI-WEEKLY LEASE LEASE RATE

SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB CUSTOM EDITION 4X4 MODEL SHOWN

4G LTE Wi-Fi

THE 2018 COLORADOZ71 CREW CAB

BEST-IN-CLASS AVAILABLE HORSEPOWER5,6 
BEST-IN-CLASS AVAILABLE TOWING7,8

STANDARD APPLE CARPLAY™1 AND ANDROID AUTO™2 CAPABILITY 
AND ONSTAR® 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT3 
(3GB/3 MONTH TRIAL) 

FEATURES:

$179*          2.5%           @

BI-WEEKLY LEASE LEASE RATE

COLORADO Z71 CREW CAB SHORT BOX MODEL SHOWN

4G LTE Wi-Fi

THE 2018 SILVERADO 1500
DOUBLE CAB CUSTOM EDITION

STANDARD APPLE CARPLAY™1 AND ANDROID AUTO™2 CAPABILITY 
AND ONSTAR® 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT3 
(3GB/3-MONTH TRIAL) 
NHTSA OVERALL VEHICLE 5-STAR SAFETY SCORE4

CLASS-EXCLUSIVE AUTOMATIC LOCKING REAR DIFFERENTIAL

FEATURES:

0%*          72        $6,970
(INCLUDES $1,000 GM CARD APPLICATION BONUS)

PURCHASE
FINANCING

MONTHS TOTAL VALUE

+ UP TOFOR

SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB CUSTOM EDITION RALLY 1 4X4 MODEL SHOWN

4G LTE Wi-Fi
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who have advanced the 
understanding of food 
production, processing, 
distribution, consumption, 
safety and human 
nutrition. A key point is 
some measurement of their 
impact on society.

Prof.  Evan Fraser, director 
of the Arrell Food Institute, 
says this might include food 
science, crop or livestock 
genetics, agro-ecology, pest 
management, supply chain 
management, soil health, 
human nutrition, food 
processing, food packaging 
or food safety.

The second award 
recognizes an individual 
or group of researchers 
who have contributed 
to improved nutritional 
health and food security, to 
strengthen disadvantaged 
communities. 

Here, Fraser says fields of 
achievement could include 
household nutrition, urban 
poverty, Aboriginal food 
security, traditional food 
systems, socioeconomic 
policy, poverty 
elimination or community 
development.

According to Fraser, 

the awards are intended 
to not only reward 
accomplishments, but also 
to motivate innovation in 
areas of emerging global 
concern and interest. 

I asked specifically where 
they see innovations being 
particularly necessary. 
Fraser cited these potential 
areas among the many 
where the three-member 
international adjudication 
panel – which includes 
former Nobel Peace 
Prize nominee Shelia 
Watt-Cloutier – may see 
nominations:

Climate change 
mitigation and resilience. 
Fraser says food and ag 
might be one of the first 
parts of the economy to feel 
the effects of new climate 
realities. What great 
science is there that may 
help prepare plants and 
livestock to face changing 
climatic conditions?

Antimicrobial resistance. 
Agriculture – and in fact all 
sectors of society – knows it 
must be more careful with 
antimicrobial tools. What 
policies, procedures or 
products will be developedto 
help society adapt? 

Inequality between 

Canadians. “Inequality and 
poverty really drive food 
insecurity in Canada,” says 
Fraser, “and some groups, 
such as families living in 
the far north, are the worst 
affected.” What can be 
done to help make sure 
that all Canadians in all 
communities have access 
to healthy, nutritious and 
culturally appropriate food?

The Internet is alive 
with stories of agricultural 
technologies that changed 
the world – among them, 
cotton gins, steam engines, 
tractors, steel plows, 
self-propelled combines, 
hydraulics, rubber tires, 
irrigation, fertilizer, and 
most lately GMOs and 
biotechnology.   

So what will follow? 
Robotics? Check. 
Blockchain technology? 
Check. Drones? Check. 
Gene editing? Check. 
Microbiome manipulation? 
Check. 3-D printing? 
Check. So much is already 
underway.

The food awards will offer 
some clues about what’s 
next, and to an extent, help 
fashion the future. And 
maybe a Canadian will be 
leading the way.

ROBERTS: Rewards for innovative thinking
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PROPOSED SHARED NETWORK CANADA 70m SELF-SUPPORT
TELECOMMUNICATIONS TOWER INSTALLATION

SUBJECT:

• Type:70m tall Self-Support telecommunications structure.

• Location: St. Charles Street East,Maryhill.

• Legal Description:PT LT 98 GERMAN COMPANY TRACT TWP OF WATERLOO; PT LT 
99 GERMAN COMPANY TRACT TWP OF WATERLOO PT 1, 58R3156 EXCEPT PT 2, 
58R6846; WOOLWICH

• Facility: The facility will include a proposed 15m x 15m fenced compound.

• Site:The structure will provide telecommunication services in the surrounding area.

Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada (ISEDC) is the governing body 
for installations of this type or telecommunication antenna installation and can be 
contacted at: ISEDC – Central and Western Ontario District Office - 4475 North Service 
Road, Suite 100, Burlington, ON, L7L 4X7

ANY PERSON may make a written submission to the individuals listed below by close of 
day February 26, 2018, with respect to this matter. Please reference site SNC0132 in 
your correspondence.

ANY PERSON may attend a 
Public Information Session to be 
held on Tuesday, February 13, 
2018 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm at 
the Bloomingdale Community 
Centre located at 1031 Snyder 
Flats Road, Bloomingdale.

Further information may also be 
obtained through the following 
contact:

APPLICANT CONTACT:
Municipal Affairs Manager
Shared Network Canada
275 Macpherson Ave, Unit 103 
Toronto, ON, M4V 1A4
(647) 360-8197
municipal@sharednetwork.ca

SITE LOCATION MAP

Book your FREE hearing test at 
Miracle-Ear today!

DISCOVER THE REVOLUTION
MIRACLE-EAR HAS FOR YOU

 Please see clinic for details. Price per device based on four years of ownership. Low-
interest financing available.

/DAY $2PREMIUM HEARING AIDS FOR ONLY

HEAR BETTER, FEEL BETTER, LIVE BETTER.

Start your new year off right by hearing better. At Miracle-Ear, our 
knowledge and experience ensures a hearing solution as individual as you 
are. We provide the latest innovative technology which allows you to hear 
all the important moments in life while still remaining discreet and 
comfortable. 

Stop in or call us today to learn more about the latest innovations 
in hearing technology. 

EXPERIENCE
Proudly serving Canadians 

for 25 years

PROFESSIONALISM
Best in class hearing 
healthcare providers

SERVICE
Providing superior service to go 

beyond your expectations

Miracle-Ear Elmira
17 Church Street West
226.241.4478

Of all the municipalities 
examined, the report 
named Woolwich as 
having the fifth highest 
total commercial to 
the residential tax gap. 
Commercial property 
owners paid 3.01 times 
more than residential 
property owners or $3,064 
per $100,000 of assessed 
property value compared 
to the $1,019 paid by 
residents.

The report also argues 
the unfair nature of 
having business owners 
subsidies taxes, and 
ultimately the cost of 
services for residents who 
primarily get more use 
from them.

“There is not a good 
economic rationale for 
charging businesses 
higher property tax 
rates than residential 
properties, and yet 
everybody does it,” said 
Enid Slack, director of the 
Institute on Municipal 
Finance and Governance 
at the University of 
Toronto.

She notes that from 
an economics point of 
view there are a couple 
of things one may look 
at, the first being the 
fact that property taxes 
are levied to pay for 
services that the local 
governments provide.

“There has been a bit 

of a literature on this that 
suggests that residential 
properties use more 
services than business 
properties. For example, 
business properties often 
had their own security, 
their own fire prevention, 
their own garbage pickup 
– they don’t necessarily 
use as many services 
as residential property 
taxpayers. So there is an 
argument that they should 
pay less, not more, based 
on the benefits received 
from local government 
services.”

Secondly, stemming 
from the fact that those 
businesses tend to 

TAXES: Commercial properties hit the hardest
FROM | 14

be more mobile than 
residential taxpayers.

“Business move around 
more in response to, say, 
taxes than residential 
homeowners do, so that 
is a reason to charge 
business less, not more 
because they are more 
responsive to taxes.”

So with there being 
some key reasons on why 
businesses should not 
have their property taxes 
be higher than residential, 
why does everybody 
charge businesses more?

Slack offers, “Well, 
probably because 
residential taxpayers 
vote.”  

Collecting taxes falls to staff, but determing the rates, including whether commercial properties 
pay too much, is handled at the council level. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 18

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

JOURNEYMAN 
SHEET METAL WORKER

Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas 
Fitting, Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air 
Conditioning, Sheet Metal, Plumbing, and High Pressure 
Cleaning Systems. We service agricultural, light 
commercial and residential systems.

 We are currently seeking a motivated individual who is a 
licensed Journeyman Sheet Metal Worker, a team player, 
and able to work with minimal supervision. Qualifications in 
Refrigeration, Plumbing, or Gas Fitting would be an asset 
but not a requirement.

 Tri-Mech offers competitive wages and health benefits.

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of 
application or resume by fax to

519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca

HELP WANTED

AZ DRIVER - Locally owned 
tanker company positions 
available. Local and U.S. 
Health and pension plan. 
Fax resumes to: 519-745-
1093. Stotesbury Transfer 
Limited, 300 Shirley Ave., 
Kitchener. 519-745-7032.

ELMIRA FURNITURE FINISH-
ING company now hiring for 
full time day shift position 
in finishing department. 
Please email resumes to 
sff.elmira@gmail.com or 
FAX 519-669-8820 or call 
519-669-3143.

FOR SALE

BLUE/GREY DOUBLE SOFA 
bed. Like new, with extra 
Memory Foam mattress. 
$250. Call 519-498-9537.

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. Newly 
refurbished digital dehu-
midifiers, 90 day warranty, 
$95. 519-635-8737.

USED GUTTER-CONNECTED 
GREENHOUSE, 10,000 sq. ft, 
includes energy curtains, 
heaters & fans, buyer tear-
down CALL 519-686-0303

AUCTIONS

SAT. FEB 3 at 10:00 AM 
- Property auction of a 
charming , cozy, recently 
renovated 3 bedroom, 
brick home situated on a 
1/3 country lot. To be held 
at 9183 Concession 11 RR 5 
Mount Forest in the hamlet 
of Fairwell for Beatrice and 
Tom Fowler. Jantzi Auctions 
Ltd. Wellesley 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. FEB 7 at 10:00 AM - 
Clearing auction sale of house 
effect; furniture; antiques; 
tools; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacobs Community Centre 
in St. Jacobs for an area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com
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Our St. Jacobs Distribution Centre currently has the  
following opportunities...

Temporary  
Material Handlers

Term Positions - March 2018 to October 2018 
 (Afternoon or Night Shift)   

April 2018 to August 2018 - 40 hours/week  
(Day or Afternoon Shift) 

Responsible to the Shift Foreman for helping to maintain 
service levels to Home Hardware Dealers, you will cover areas of 
Distribution Centre for full-time staff while on holidays through 
the summer. You will contribute to the smooth flow of merchandise 
through the Distribution Centre by picking, packing, loading, and 
unloading. You will comply with all health and safety regulations.

Able to perform strenuous physical activities including: walking, 
standing, bending, and lifting, you demonstrate high-quality 
accuracy and attention to detail, and have excellent reading, 
writing, and number skills.

Rate of Pay: $17.57 per hour - $19.37 per hour  
plus 7.5% shift premium when working Afternoons or Nights

We offer a competitive salary and great working conditions.  
If you are interested in becoming part of Home Hardware, please 
forward your resume, quoting Temp Material Handler (#967) to: 
Recruitment, Human Resources, Home Hardware Stores Limited,  
34 Henry St. W., St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0  E-mail: hr@homehardware.ca  
(Microsoft Products Only)

Visit www.homehardware.ca/careers for a listing of all available jobs.

Interested applicants can also come to our Job Fair 
on Wednesday, February 7th from 3pm-6pm at the 
St. Jacobs Distribution Centre.

HELP WANTED

Receptionist / Office Clerk

Metzger Veterinary 
Services
5200 Ament Line
Linwood ON  N0B 2A0
Fax: (519) 698-0037
o�ce@metzgervet.com

Only selected candidates will be contacted for an interview

A position of Receptionist/O�ce Clerk is available for a 
competent individual to perform various administrative 
and clerical tasks to support a busy and fast paced large 
animal veterinary o�ce. The successful candidate will 
undertake a variety of activities in the o�ce ranging 
from answering the phone and filing to basic bookkeeping.

An e�ective Receptionist/O�ce Clerk has the ability to 
work diligently to help maintain smooth o�ce 
operations. You must be reliable and hardworking with 
great communication skills. The ideal candidate will 
also be familiar with o�ce software, equipment and 
procedures. Knowledge of large animal and/or farm 
experience is beneficial, but not a requirement. 

The position is full-time Monday through Friday with 
rotation for Saturdays. We o�er competitive wages 
and benefits.

Responsibilities

• Answer the phone to take orders, messages or 
redirect calls to appropriate colleagues

• Maintain files and records so they remain 
updated and easily accessible

• Utilize o�ce appliances such as a photocopier, 
printers etc. and computers for word processing, 
spreadsheet creation etc.

• Assist in o�ce and organization procedures

• Perform other o�ce duties as assigned

Requirements

• Proven experience as Receptionist/O�ce Clerk or 
other clerical position

• Familiarity with o�ce procedures and basic 
accounting principles

• Working knowledge of o�ce devices and 
processes

• A fast typist with knowledge of stenography and 
taking dictations

• Apt knowledge of MS O�ce

• Excellent communication skills

• Very good organizational and multi-tasking abilities

• High school diploma

HELP WANTED

EXPANDING PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE COMPANY 

LOOKING TO HIRE 
GENERAL LABORER

Please Contact at:
1-226-751-6760

info@mitchellpropertymaintenance.com

Full and Part Time Positions available.
Competitive Wages and Bonuses.

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario. Due to 
continued growth, we have an  immediate opening 
for a Poultry Feed Coordinator to provide inside 
sales and support to our poultry producers .

We currently have an opening for:

Poultry Feed Coordinator
This fulltime position will be week days (Monday to 
Friday) and rotating Saturdays.

Responsibilities: 

• Provide inside sales and service support to 
existing customers

• Ensure all paperwork is completed efficiently 
and in a timely manner

• Excellent interpersonal skills in order to work 
with producers, service and delivery staff, as 
well as colleagues 

The successful applicant will have:

• Above average organizational skills ,  basic 
computer skills and willing to learn our Broiler 
& Turkey excel programs.

• Strong oral and written communication skills

• Ability to develop effective work relationships 
with co-workers, and

• Ability to represent the Company positively 
with customers.

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits:

We offer a competitive wage, pension plan and 
group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON      N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted. 

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

STYLIST WANTED
Destinys Hair Loft is looking for a talented artist.
Excellent working environment • Competitive wages

Must be able to work evenings & Saturday

For more info call 519-669-0237
or email destinyshairloft@gmail.com
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AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, 
household good, sporting 
goods, and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at the K.W. 
Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger 
Rd. 2 miles south of Welles-
ley, on Saturday, February 
10th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138 

LARGE ESTATE AND Consign-
ment Auction of Trailer, 
Shop Tools, Antiques, Fur-
niture, Appliances etc. Sale 
to be held at #7213 Line 86 
approx. 6 km West of Elmira. 
Saturday, February 10 10:00 
A.M. Gerald Bowman 
Auctions 519-638-5708, 
www.bowmanauctions.ca 

AUCTIONS

37TH ANNUAL HEIFER Relief 
Sale of approx. 100 heifers, 
semen, embryos, and 
related items, to be held 
at the Carson’s Auction 
Facilities, Highway 86, 
in Listowel, for The Men-
nonite Central Committee, 
on Friday, February 16th 
@ 11:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 or 
698-0138. 

FRI. FEB 16 at 11:00 AM 
- Annual Heifer charity 
auction of approx. 100 
heifers and much more 
to be held at Carson Sales 
Arena 5531 Perth County 
Line 86, all proceeds go 
to the Mennonite central 
Committee. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

MON FEB 19 at 12:00 PM - Toy 
Auction of approx 450 toys 
including collector cars; 
american muscle; maisto; 
matchbox; farm toys; 
precision; tractor trailers; 
memorabilia; literature; 
and other collectibles to be 
held at the St. Jacobs Com-
munity Centre in St. Jacobs 
for area collectors. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. FEB 21 at 10:00 AM 
-Clearing auction sale of 
household effects; furni-
ture; antiques; collectibles; 
and miscellaneous items; 
to be held at the St. Jacobs 
Community Centre in St. 
Jacobs for an area estate 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

HAY & STRAW

THIRD CUT BALEAGE indi-
vidually wrapped. $45/bale. 
519-669-8870.

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS Agricultural Spray 
Lime, 22.5kg. bag; feed 
grade lime, 25kg. Deliv-
ered. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

HELP WANTED

Reist Industries continues to serve the 
Custom Manufacturing & Repair needs of 

the Agricultural, Industrial, Transportation 
& Construction Industries since 1947.

We are seeking a dedicated

Custom 
FABRICATOR /WELDER

to add to our team 
of skilled employees.

• We offer competitive wages 
and bene�ts

Please email resumes to:
EMAIL:breist@reistindustries.com
or Fax to 519-669-3021
or drop off in person at:
100 Union St., ElmiraPUBLIC NOTICE

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Truck Driver (DZ)
This fulltime position will involve safe operation of a 
bag unit or bulk hopper bottom unit week days 
(Monday to Friday) and rotating Saturday’s.

The successful applicant will have
• A valid commercial driver’s license

• Strong oral and written communication skills

• Ability to develop effective work 
relationships with co-workers, and

• Ability to represent the Company positively 
with customers.

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

We offer a competitive wage, pension plan and 
group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON      N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted. 

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Night Loader / Production Worker
This fulltime position will involve shift work week 
days (Monday to Friday) with an occasional 
Saturday shift. Responsibilities will include night 
loading, warehouse duties and possible 
pelleting/batching.

The successful applicant will have
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relationships 

with co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively 

with customers.

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON      N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted. 

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

ASSESSMENT of INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS at 
ARTHUR STREET and CHURCH STREET in ELMIRA

Project Description
The Region of Waterloo is assessing possible improvements to the Arthur Street and Church St intersection 
in Elmira as part of their planned projects along Church East (2019) and Arthur Street (2020).
The Region will be assessing viable improvements to the intersection, which will involve the removal of 
eleven (11) on-street parking spaces along Church Street West.
Communication
A Public Consultation Centre will be held on February 7, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. at the 
Township of Woolwich Administration Building located at 24 Church Street West in Elmira. Staff from 

both the Township and Region will be on hand and interested parties are invited to provide their input. All 
comments will be considered by Staff before determining any possible improvements to the intersection.
Should you wish to provide your comments please contact:
Linzey Davis 
Administrative Assistant 
ldavis@woolwich.ca 
519-669-6041

Notice of Council Vacancy
On January 25, 2018, the Council of the Township of Woolwich formally declared one seat for the office of 
Ward 1 Councillor to be vacant. The decision for how to fill the vacancy rests solely with Council. For more 
information, please visit the Township Services, Mayor and Council section of our website at Woolwich.ca 
or contact the Clerk’s Department at 519-669-6004 or sgoldrup@woolwich.ca.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE
To be held at the St. Jacob’s Community 
Centre in St. Jacob’s for an area estate 

with additions on:

WEDNESDAY FEB. 7 AT 10:00 AM  
ANTIQUES AND COLLECTABLES: oak 
combination secretary bookcase; oak East 
Lake double bed with high headboard with 
matching dresser with tear drop pulls – unique; 
oak 5 drawer chest of drawers; oak bookshelf; 
camel back couch; Victorian chairs; spool table 
with drawers; new Williams treadle sewing 
machine; cremonophone gramophone; oak pie 
crust parlour table; spool side table; pedestal 
table; shaving mirror; steeple clock and other 
clock; oak oval mirror; Royalty memorabilia; 
post cards; Colonial memorabilia; corner 
cabinet; 1940’s china cabinet; oak sideboard 
with tear drop pulls; pedestal plant stand; 
rocking chair; Delaval #15 cream separator – 
excellent; cedar chest; pine table; gate leg drop 
leaf table; bookshelf; hall table; side board; 
Robson prints and other artwork; 3 drawer pine 
chest; old barrel; older chairs; cast iron kettle; 
copper boiler; brass jars and other brassware; 
horse hanes; oil lamps; washboards; window 
mirrors; art glass; old scale; decorative buzz 
saw blade; candle makers; irons and trivets; 
foot stool; cast iron pot; oval mirrors; old 
kitchenware; crocks; jugs; older glass and 
china including depression; crystal; corning 
ware; dinner sets; vintage linens; and other 
unique and one of a kind items. 
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS: Samsung 56” TV 
with surround sound; regulator wall clock; lazy 
boy love seat recliner; Vacumatic cookware 
– excellent; pub table with 4 chairs; kitchen 
table and 4 chairs; folding chairs; knick knack 
shelves; wrought iron patio set (loveseat, 
chairs, tables); wine bottle holder; bar stools; 
bakers rack; toaster oven; microwave; patio 
chairs; folding table; sewing machine; side 
tables; pine wall unit; variety of good glass and 
china; kitchenware; pots and pans; bedding; 
linens; etc. etc.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: live edge 
wood slabs; step ladder; leaf blower; hedge 
trimmer; extension cord; lawn furniture. 
NOTE: An exceptional, clean, well kept 
auction with quality antiques. 
TERMS: 10% buyers premium, cash, 
cheque, Visa, Mastercard, and debit.

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 19

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM
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CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

HELP WANTED

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Sow Barn Breeding Technician
Modern Early Wean Sow Unit located in the 
Harriston Area is seeking persons with breeding 
experience or interested person that we can train.

• Must enjoy working with livestock
• Be able to work alone & in a team environment
• Reliable and Punctual Attendance.
• Full time steady employment
• Be able to follow instructions, protocols and 

procedures.
• Excellent remuneration pending experience 

and benefit program

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON      N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted. 

AUCTIONS

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of

Antiques, household good, sporting goods, 
and miscellaneous items, to be held at the 
K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles 

south of Wellesley, on

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10TH @ 10:00 A.M.

ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES:  Hentschel 
grandfather clock – nice.  Ornate 8pc. dining 
room suite.  Barrister bookcase.  Germanic 
blanket box.  Pine blanket box.  2 drawer lamp 
table.  Pedestal walnut table.  Fold over table.  
Ornate dressing table.  Washstand.  Balloon 
back, Victorian & other chairs.  Tea wagon.  
Art work.  String holder collection.  Lots of 
good kitchen collectibles (apple peelers, pie 
funnels, toasters, butter prints, chocolate 
molds, bread mixer, graniteware, tart pans, 
etc.).  Gingerbread & mantle clocks.  Crocks 
& jugs.  Cast iron kitchenware.  Canada Dry 
clock.  Large plastic Pepsi & Pizza Pizza 
signs.  Silverware in cabinet. Copper boiler.  
Large quantity of Jello car & airplane coins.  
Carpet balls.  MM tractor seat.  Cast iron 
molds.  Selection of Fisher Price toys.  Boot 
scrapers.  Various irons.  Misc. glass & 
china (Many boxes to still be unpacked!!). 
HOUSEHOLD:  5pc. Vilas maple bedroom 
suite.  4pc. Krug bedroom suite.  5pc. 
bedroom suite.  Vilas maple kitchen table 
& 4 chairs.  Honderich cedar chest.  Singer 
sewing machine in cabinet.  TV, plus the 
usual household goods.  STORE GOODS:  
Fishing tackle (including new/old stock).  
Large quantity of wooden hockey sticks.  
Lots of wooden baseball bats.  Hockey 
equipment.  Hockey jerseys.  Fishing tackle.  
Old flashlights (still new in box).  Costume 
jewelry.  Rubber boots.  Gloves, plus lots of 
items still unseen).  MISC. ITEMS:  Live Edge 
lumber – Beechwood, 5 planks 5’4” and 5 
planks 6’4” with widths varying from 12” to 
16”. Sears “Roto-Spade” rear mount garden 
tiller.  Table saws.  Hand & power tools. See 
www.gerberauctions.net for photos.  
TERMS – Cash, debit or cheque with I.D.  
10% buyer’s premium.

AUCTIONS

Trailer, Shop Tools, Antiques, 
Furniture, Appliances etc. 
Sale to be held at #7213 Line 86 

approx. 6 km west of Elmira

SATURDAY, FEB. 10 10:00 A.M.
Trailer 16’ Tandem axle insulated enclosed construction 
trailer with work bench and storage compartments oiled 
and safetied every year, nice condition. 
Shop Equipment 75 Ton hydraulic press, Lincoln 
square wave tig 275 welder, Lincoln 600v Ideal Arc 
R3R-400 stick welder, floor model and bench top 
drill press, stick welders, portable air compressors, 
floor Jack, bottle jack, battery charger on wheels, 
radial arm saw in rolling table, alum extension and 
step ladders, TS350 Quick cut saw, 2” Honda water 
pumps, 8’x24’ insulated tarps, Fat Max Laser Transit 
w tripod, water proof construction light, Porter cable 
drywall sander w vacuum, propane contractor heater, 
Mortising chisel kit, steel flooring roller, scaffold 
ends, plastic construction fence, steel chop saws, 
right angle Milwaukee drill, wrench sets, socket 
sets, welding clamps, floor model tool box, stainless 
clamps, heavy extension cords, 4 wheel scaffold cart, 
wheel barrows, large tarps, bench vices, Greenlee 
job box, 12v batteries and lots more good tools, too 
many to list.
Furniture Cherry dining room suite, double sized book 
case lite coloured waterfall bedroom set, 6 oak press 
back chairs, sewing cabinets, cedar chests, wooden 
rockers, ping pong table, fainting couch, wicker 
loveseat, hall tree, black leather sofa and loveseat, 
beige leather loveseat, double glass door gun cabinet, 
large wood office desk, black 4 drawer file cabinet, 
glider rocker, brown recliner chair, roll top desk, 2 door 
corner cabinet, double bed complete, book shelves, 
curio cabinet, Grandfather clock, and lots more.
Misc 560 sq. ft. Hickory charcoal new flooring, guitar, 
accordian, Snaplid canning jars, boxes of kids toys, 
portable sewing machines, power treadmill, variety of 
new windows, live animal traps, piles of kids books, 
Crokinole board, boxes of food items, crank ice cream 
maker, bedding, towels, and lots more. 
Appliances 2-white gas stoves, white fridge w top 
freezer, black side by side fridge w water and ice, 
microwaves, electric heaters. 
Antiques Crocks, Singer treadle and portable sewing 
machines, Gingerbread clocks, 3/4 beds, swing mirror 
dressers, side boards, parlour tables, sets of plank 
bottom chairs, wood boxes, mantle clocks, water ram 
and more. 

LARGE ESTATE & 
CONSIGNMENT
AUCTION 

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Office: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website:  
www.bowmanauctions.ca 

HELP WANTED

FARM 
SERVICES

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

HORSES

WILL BUY OLD and used 
horses and ponies to go 
direct to plant in Quebec. 
Will buy all types, drug 
form required but will buy 
either way. TOP PRICES 
PAID. Contact Calvin Kuepfer 
for prices at Horizon Trail 
Equine at 519-272-3290.

RENTALS

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT in 
Elmira. Quiet building, newly 
renovated, close to down-
town. Call 519-669-5798.

COMING 
EVENTS

KARATE!!! SESSION 3 BEGINS 
FEB. 10TH AT SCHWEITZER’S 
MARTIAL ARTS. Learn Self-
defense, Self-discipline, Self 
confidence. GROUP CLASSES 
FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT. Semi-
nars, March Break and Summer 
Karate Camps. Classes taught 
by Sensei Becky Schweitzer, 
3rd Degree Black Belt and 
World Karate Champion. Loca-
tion at the Hawkesville Menno-
nite Church - 15 Martha Street, 
Hawkesville (approximately 
5 minutes from St. Clements, 
Heidelberg, Linwood & Wallen-
stein) Ask about our 10 week 
sessions. Call 519-580-1418 or 
e-mail becky_schweitzer@
hotmail.com

Home Building Center | St. Jacobs 
Our store requires a summer student, 

preferably with a post secondary 
education and a background in a retail 

work place. Duties include assisting 
sales staff, inventory control and all 

daily in-store tasks. 

Apply in person with resume to: 
Store Manager

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Seed and Field Operations
Support Staff

Cribit Seeds /Wintermar Farms is seeking a 
candidate to assist our  Seed Production and 
Equipment operations teams. 
Responsibilities include assisting with seed 
packaging and shipping. Seed treater 
operation and forklift operation will also be 
an added task. During the cropping season 
there will be some farm equipment operating 
expected as well.  Candidates must be able 
to work with others, be available for some 
evenings and Saturdays during the growing 
season, the physical ability to handle 28 kg 
packages, climb stairs and ladders are all job 
requirements.  A basic understanding of 
math and equipment operating skills are 
also key assets.

For a more detailed job description
please contact craig@cribit.com or

by phone 519-664-3701 ext. 25

HELP WANTED

URGENT 
THE TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH NEEDS
SPARE SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS

The Township of Woolwich is looking for spare crossing 
guards for Breslau and St. Jacobs. The ideal candidate 
is at least 18 years old and able to work 30 minutes 
before and after school in all types of weather.  All 
training and equipment is provided. This is a paid 
community service position ($21.97/day). Crossing 
Guards are covered under the Township of Woolwich 
insurance program.
We would love to hear from you if you are interested in 
becoming a spare. For more information, please call 
Kathy Fahey in our Enforcement Services Division 
toll-free at 1-877-969-0094 or 519-669-6009. To be 
considered for the position, send your cover letter 
and resume to kfahey@woolwich.ca
The dedication of our School Crossing Guards and 
Spares is the backbone to a safe and successful 
Crossing Guard Program. Please consider joining 
our team!

COMING 
EVENTS

PANCAKES & SAUSAGE 
Supper. Shrove Tues. Feb. 
13th, 5-7 p.m. Hosted by: 
W.M.U.C. Women’s Social 
Group. Free will offering.

WELCOME 
TO THE HOME 

FOR 
AREA-WIDE 
AUCTIONS.

FIND OUT ALL ABOUT 
THE LATEST SALE 

DATES EVERY WEEK.

FIND IT
IN THE OBSERVER
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REAL ESTATE

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

Numerous possibilities | Just off 401 | $890,000
This 5 acre property could have a potential in law suite with separate entrance 
at back. The land is zoned such as to permit dog kennel facilities. The barn 
currently set up for horses could also be used for many other purposes. What 
dreams would you have for a property like this. MLS Call Dale.

Building Lot | Tobermory |  $36,000
Building lot on Dyers Bay Rd, South of Tobermory. MLS  Call Dale.

Waterloo | $459,000
Beautiful semi in desirable location in Glenridge/Lincoln area. 2 
gas fireplaces, finished rec room with wet bar, 2 bedrooms up plus 
a loft, open concept. MLS Call Dale direct.

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR 
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

HECKENDORN

519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

  Lovely 3 bdrm. home on an 
established street. Oversized 
front entry w/2pc. washroom. 
Lovely maple kitchen w/is-
land, dishwasher & walkout 
to a newer deck and fenced 
yard.  Large LR/DR w/2 newer 
windows and laminate fl oor. 
Spacious master bdrm w/2 
closets. Large rec. room w/
gas fi replace & lots of pot-
lights. Good storage space. 
Newer dble. driveway. Shows 
AA!  MLS

9 NIGHTHAWK LANE, ELMIRA 

$469,000

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com 3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

MOVING?
CALL TODAY!

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

$645,000$645,000

Elmira - The Tristan II features an amazing Barzotti 
kitchen complete with Granite counter tops, 9' main 
floor ceilings and hardwood and ceramic 
throughout the main floor. With 4 spacious 
bedrooms and 3 bathrooms, it is equipped with two 
sinks in the ensuite as well as in the main bathroom 
and has a neighbourhood park behind. Almost 
completed, with a February 28th closing and 
available for viewings in daylight only, you will want 
to come and see this beautiful Verdone built home.

MOVING?
Elmira
kitchen complete with Granite counter tops, 9' main 
floor ceilings and hardwood and ceramic 
throughout the main floor. With 4 spacious 
bedrooms and 3 bathrooms, it is equipped with two 
sinks in the ensuite as well as in the main bathroom 
and has a neighbourhood park behind. Almost 
completed, with a February 28th closing and 
available for viewings in daylight only, you will want 

Serving the community for 25 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

Serving the community for 25 years!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426
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FREE Market Evaluation
NEW

LISTING!

$529,900 ELMIRA
Great location in a quiet neighborhood on a 
nicely landscaped lot with mature trees. 
Renovated kitchen with centre island and 
granite counter tops, family room with 
fireplace and walkout to deck, rear yard and  
garden shed. Major components have been 
updated: Furnace, roof, driveway, windows. 
MLS. Call Bert to view.

NEW
LISTING!

ELMIRA
Great location in a quiet neighborhood on a 
nicely landscaped lot with mature trees. 
Renovated kitchen with centre island and 
granite counter tops, family room with 
fireplace and walkout to deck, rear yard and  
garden shed. Major components have been 
updated: Furnace, roof, driveway, windows. 
MLS. Call Bert to view.

SOLD

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission is donated 
to The Woolwich Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES 
EXECUTIVE TOWN HOME 
BUNGALOWS
$459,900  Calling Empty Nesters, 
choice of 3 inside units, beautifully 
appointed. Freehold, standards include 
gas fireplace, hardwood in great room, 
maple kitchen w/island, a/c plus much 
more. Here is an opportunity to own in 
Southwood Park Estates, ELMIRA. 
Closing dates starting in March/18. 
Call today for further details.

EXCLUSIVE!

ARTIST RENDERING

ARE YOU THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING IN 2018? CALL US TODAY AND WE CAN HELP YOU ACHIEVE THIS!

PROPERTY LISTINGS NEEDED!
WE HAVE BUYERS LOOKING IN THE AREA. PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU 

HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT SELLING NOW OR IN THE NEAR FUTURE.

4 + 1 BED, 4 BATH HOME BACKING ONTO GREENSPACE. 
Spacious main �oor w. gourmet kitchen. Lrg liv rm / din rm is a great 
space. Master dream suite w. sitting area, vaulted ceilings, walkin 
closet and spa like ensuite. 3 more lrg bedrooms and a bathroom. 
Basement is a cozy spot with �replace and built-ins. Guests will enjoy 
their own bedroom and 3 pc bathroom. �is home shows AAA!

$629,900

15-842 Victoria St. N., Kitchener ON N2B 3C1 519-578-7300OFFICE

www.teamharvey.ca519-897-9797DIRECT
Caroline Harvey
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

OPEN HOUSE Sat Feb 3rd & Sun Feb 4th  |  2-4pm
17 Raising Mill Gate, Elmira
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

OUTDOOR SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE FLOOR/PAD 
BREAKING & REMOVAL
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

ROLL OFF 
INDUSTRIAL BIN 

RENTALS
CALL FOR 

AVAILABLE SIZES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICESGENERAL SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

Brands You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

homewindowfashions.ca

Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537
STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Quality Bedding
Premium 
Softwood

Blown or Pushed Off

We are geared to
meet your timing and
volume requirements

BLENDED TO MEET 
YOUR NEEDS!

Ph: Elmira (519) 669-5219

CALL US TODAY! 226-220-1196

FREE ESTIMATES
on any size job

 Drywall & Taping
 Painting
 Flooring Installation

 Trim & Moulding
 Tiling
 Appliance Installation 

and much more

Over 30 Years
Experience

info@martinandmousso.ca  |  www.martinandmousso.ca
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Who doesn’t love 
a birthday?

Surprise your loved ones with a 
notice in The Observer.

CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104  
or email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

PRINTING SERVICES

FAMILY ALBUM

OBITUARY THANK YOU ADVERTISE

DEATH NOTICES

OBITUARY

Cherry, James ‘Jim’ Algeo 
1932-2018

Passed away peacefully surrounded by 
his family at Grand River Hospital, on 
Wednesday, January 24, 2018, in his 
86th year. Beloved and cherished hus-
band of Marilyn (Bartlett) for almost 
60 years. Loving father of Lois and 
Willard Metzger, and Lynn and Mark 
Straus. Treasured by his grandchil-
dren Matthew Metzger, Christopher 
and Brianne Metzger, Benjamin Straus 
and Stacey Straus. Loved brother-in-
law of Lyla Peterkin, June and Jim 
Morris, and Grant Densmore. Fondly 
remembered by nieces, nephews and 
friends. Jim was predeceased by his 
parents, Gordon and Mary (Koelln) 
Cherry, sister-in-law Elaine Densmore, 
and brother-in-law Bill Peterkin. The 
family would like to thank the staff 
of Grand River Hospital’s ICU-B for 
their care and compassion. The family 
received their relatives and friends on 
Sunday, January 28, 2018 from 3-5 and 
7-9 p.m. at Community Mennonite Fel-
lowship, 109 Wellington St. S., Drayton. 
Funeral service was held on Monday, 
January 29, 2018 at 11 a.m. at Commu-
nity Mennonite Fellowship. Interment 
in the Elmira Union Cemetery at 3 
p.m. As expressions of sympathy, the 
family would appreciate donations to 
The Foundation Fighting Blindness, or 
Heart and Stroke Foundation. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Purves-Smith, Michael James
A celebration of life for Michael will 
be held on Sunday, February 11, 2018, 
at 7:00 p.m., at Knox Presbyterian 
Church, 50 Erb St. W., Waterloo.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com
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CAUCHI 
It is with deepest gratitude that we write this 

note of thanks for the warmth and love so freely 
extended to our family during the days  

surrounding Devon’s stay in the hospital and 
his going home to heaven. 

We appreciated all the expressions of kindness 
shown to us through meals, visits, flowers and 

memorial donations, as well as messages of 
condolences with cards, emails and calls. We 

are also grateful for the many prayers that peo-
ple offered on our behalf, and especially thank 
our Participation House family for being there 
every step of the way with their love, concern 

and support throughout this most trying time. 
Special thanks is extended to all the people 

who participated in Devon’s Celebration of Life 
at North Park Community Church. Thank you 
to Pastor Trish Haq for her ministering to us 

so tenderly, as well as Imraan Haq and Kristin 
Darsaut who provided such beautiful music for 
the service. We greatly appreciated those who 

shared remembrances, read Scriptures and 
lyrics, created the slideshows, and participated 
in a special choir to help celebrate who Devon 
was, and a sincere thank you is extended to all 
the ladies who helped to prepare the luncheon 
afterwards. Heartfelt appreciation goes to the 

staff at Westview Funeral Chapel for their  
compassionate direction at this difficult time. 

May God bless you for having been a  
blessing to us in these days. 

Card of Thanks

With sincere thanks and fond memories, 
The Cauchi and Bronson Families

BETTRIDGE-ASHWELL, VERA 
| Vera Mary Ann Snyder 
was born on March 16, 
1920 in West Montrose. 

GERBER, ARLENE (BAST) 
NEE LICHTI | Passed 
away peacefully with 
her family at her side 
on Saturday, January 
27, 2018 at Barnswallow 
Place, Elmira at the age 
of 89.

NORRIS, STANLEY “STAN” | 
Peacefully passed away 
with Carroll and John 
by his side on Monday, 
January 22, 2018, at 
Barnswallow Place, 
Elmira at the age of 98.

ROKOLS, EVA LILLIAN (NEE 
MCCANDLESS) | August 1, 
1935 - January 29, 2018 
The family of Eva Rokols 
sadly announces her 
passing at Twin Oaks of 
Maryhill, Maryhill,

SMITH, DOREEN (BISSETT) | 
At the age of 80, Doreen 
passed away suddenly 
and peacefully at St. 
Mary’s General Hospital 
on Sunday, January 
21, 2018. She operated 
Caroline’s of Elmira for 
many years.

WIDEMAN, EPHRAIM M. | 
Passed away peacefully 
in his sleep, at Barnswal-
low Place in Elmira, on 
Saturday, January 27, 
2018 in his 89th year. FAMILY ALBUM DEADLINE 

WEDNESDAY BY 10 AM
CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104 OR email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com
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HEALTH MATTERS / GROUP EFFORT

ALI WILSON

Beth Mason at the Woolwich Counselling Centre, where they’re hosting  a variety of groups,  including a new one to help teens deal with anxiety.  [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

WITH THE MANY 
DIFFERENT pressures and 
stressors adolescents face 
these days, the teen years 
can be trickier than ever.

With that in mind, the 
Woolwich Counselling 
Centre (WCC) in Elmira will 
be presenting a brand new 
group to this area to aid 
teenagers with those stress-
ors, among a variety of other 
groups offered this season. 

The new group,  Conquer-
ing Teen Anxiety, is aimed 
at 12- to 14-year-olds. It will 
assist teens to learn effec-
tive ways to cope with teen-
age pressures and stress, by 
learning strategies to feel 
more in control of their daily 
lives. Although WCC has of-
fered other teen groups that 
have focused on anxiety, 
this is the first time they are 
offering an anxiety-specific 
group for young teens.

WCC’s Beth Mason ex-
plains the need for the 
group had been identified 
through counsellors and 
hearing from young people 
about the different strug-
gles they face. 

“Our agency believes 
it to be very important to 
listen to the needs being 
expressed from the com-
munity, through families, 

parents and teachers 
identifying the concerns 
that need to be addressed. 
Many teachers have ap-
proached us over the past 
couple of years suggesting 
and requesting that we of-
fer a teen anxiety group,” 
said Mason. “Woolwich 
Counselling has a strong 
focus on prevention and 
providing ongoing groups 
for the younger members 
of our community is key. 
Addressing and reducing 
mental health issues as 
early as possible assists in 
preventing more serious 
problems from developing 
into young adulthood and 
beyond.”

The early teen years can 
be difficult, which is why 
the 12-14 age group chosen.

The group will help 
youth gain a better 
understanding of 
anxiety – where it comes 
from, identifying and 
acknowledging their stress, 
recognizing they are not 
alone with the symptoms 
and pressures they 
experience. They will gain 
a better understanding of 
the many pressures that 
they experience including 
social media. 

“It is a fabulous group 

Strategies 
for dealing 
with teen 
anxiety
Woolwich Counselling Centre off ers 
new group to tackle the issue
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

FEBRUARY 7

YOUNG AT HEART CLUB. Please join us for our regular 
Euchre club at 1 p.m. at the St. Clements Community 
Centre. We will also be making hand-crafted 
valentines cards. Materials supplied, but please 
bring anything you would like to add. Refreshments 
included.

FEBRUARY 8

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS at Woodside 
Church, Elmira. Speaker Constable Norm deBoer 
“Fraud in the 21st Century.” Devotional by Paul 
Fletcher. Music by Sherri Gingrich. Suggested $7 
donation includes a hot lunch. For more information 
please call 519-669-8752.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and seniors 
from 10-11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill Community Centre. 
Guest Speaker Lynn Weimer, retired registered 
nurse, Waterloo Hospice will discuss: Advanced Care 
Planning - a conversation worth having.

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Breslau Community Centre 
at noon. Community Cares Concepts invites you to 
join us for a light lunch and fellowship $6. Please call 
519-664-1900 by noon, Feb 5 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 10

ST. VALENTINES ROAST BEEF Dinner and Dance 
Fundraiser for the Waterloo Rod and Gun Club, St. 
Jacobs. Dinner 6 p.m., Dance 8 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
Country band and door prizes. For more information 
and tickets please call 519-664-2951.

FEBRUARY 11

HUNGRY MANS BREAKFAST AT the Elmira Legion. 
Serving 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Adults $6, 6-10 yrs $3, 5 
and under free.

FEBRUARY 13

PANCAKES & SAUSAGE SUPPER at West Montrose 
United Church, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Free-will offerings 
accepted.

FEBRUARY 14

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY DINING AT Calvary United 
Church, St. Jacobs at noon. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for lunch, fellowship and 
entertainment, $11. Please call 519-664-1900 by Feb. 
12 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 19

WINTER IN BLOOM SNOW Painting event. Help us 
celebrate Family Day at Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
Elmira from 9 a.m. to noon. Paint beautiful gardens, 
designs and pictures in the snow! Organized by 
Elmira Optimists, Elmira Kiwanis Club and Elmira & 
District Horticultural Society.

FEBRUARY 21

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Wellesley Community 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship, $6. Please 
call 519-664-1900 by Feb. 16 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 26

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
Elmira at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship, $6. Please 
call 519-664-1900 by Feb. 22 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 28

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY DINING AT Linwood Community 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for lunch, fellowship and entertainment, 
$11. Please call 519-664-1900 by Feb. 26 to sign up.

MARCH 8

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS at Woodside 
Church, Elmira. Betty Marshall will present the “MCC 
Thrift Fashion Show.” Devotional by Pastor Fred 
Lichti. Suggested $7 donation includes a hot lunch. 
For more information please call 519-669-8752. 

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and seniors 
from 10-11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill Community Centre. 
Guest Speaker Larry Wainwright, Lions Club Member, 
and his four-legged companion, Otis. Topic: Seeing 
Life Through Blindness.

APRIL 12

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS at Woodside 
Church, Elmira. Carol Weicker will present “Living in 
the Shadow of His Face.” Devotional by Pastor Paul 
Snow. Suggested $7 donation includes a hot lunch. 
For more information please call 519-669-8752. 

REACH
OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:15 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship

9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

519-669-1296 | www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira 

Sunday Services

9:15 | 11:00 AM

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Seeing What is Right 
Through God’s Eyes

Sunday, Feb. 4th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Healing, Serving 
and Prayer

Fred Lichti preaching

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973
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Grandpa: Emergency blood 
transfusion. Sunday 11:00am

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

Give Blood ...  
 to save lives.

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.blood.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, Feb 9th, 2018 
from 2:30pm - 8:30pm

at Linwood Community Centre 
5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 or 
email donna.atasteofnostalgia@
gmail.com.

GROUP: Sessions begin Feb. 26; WCC offers
a variety of programs aimed at youth groups 
FROM | 23

which provides many 
practical strategies to equip 
youth to better manage 
their stress and anxiety,” 
explained Mason. “We 
have been witness to a 
growing concern around 
the pressures and stressors 
faced by our younger teens 
– we recognize the need 
to attend to this growing 
concern. We have provided 
a childhood anxiety 
group for many years and 
recognize the need to offer 
a group for teens.”

The group begins meet-
ing on February 26 and 

will run after that on 
March 5, 19 and 26, from 
7-8 p.m. The fee to par-
ticipate is $100. To register 
call 519-669-8651, or for 
further details visit  www.
woolwichcounselling.org.  

Mason says they don’t 
like the groups to be too 
big – typically, having six 
to eight people is ideal. 
Spots are filling quickly, 
and a pre-group interview 
is requested to assess that 
everyone is motivated, 
interested and appropriate 
for each particular group.

WCC also has a variety 
of upcoming programs for 

DID YOU KNOW THAT Val-
entine’s Day is just around 
the corner? It is, and that 
means I am thinking about 
chocolate... cause that’s 
what Valentine’s Day is 
all about. (And cinnamon 
hearts!)

I made this Chocolate 
Mousse Torte for the Elmi-
ra  Horticultural Society’s 
annual meeting the other 
week. It was delicious and 
it looks impressive with 
the chocolate filled wafers 
around it. It would be per-
fect for a grand finale to 
a Valentine’s Day dinner 
party. Be sure to put it on a 
pedestal plate!

Chocolate 
Mousse Torte
Brownie Base:
1-1/2 cups brown sugar
1/3 cup dark cocoa
3/4 cup butter, softened
3 large eggs
3/4 cup all purpose flour
1-1/2 tsp. vanilla
1/2 cup toasted pecans, 
chopped
1/2 cup toffee bits

Mousse:
1 250 gr. light cream cheese
1/2 cup icing sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
1 cup semi sweet chocolate 
chips, melted and cooled abit
2 cups whipping cream

Chocolate the perfect fit for Valentine’s Day
CHEF’S TABLE / DONNA GINGRICH

RECIPE
NOTES

Garnishes:
Pirouette chocolate 
hazelnut cream-filled wafers
Additional whipped cream
Melted chocolate to drizzle
Additional toffee bits

Prepare a 9” springform 
pan by putting a piece of 
parchment paper in the 
bottom of the pan. Loosen 
the sides of the pan, lay 
parchment over base, and 
tighten sides again, with 
excess parchment sticking 

out the sides.
For brownie, beat brown 

sugar, butter and eggs until 
very light.

Add cocoa, flour, and 
vanilla, mix on low speed.

Spread brownie batter 
into prepared pan.

Sprinkle pecans and 
toffee bits evenly over top 
of batter.

Bake at 350º F for about 
30 minutes or until centre 
is set.

Cool completely.
For mousse, beat cream 

cheese, icing sugar and 
vanilla.

Slowly add melted, 
cooled chocolate, mix until 
blended.

In another bowl, whip 
cream until peaks form.

Gently fold whipped 
cream into chocolate 
mixture.

Spread over brownie 
layer.

Chill several hours or 
overnight.

To serve, remove cake 
from pan and put it on a 
pretty plate.

Carefully remove 
parchment paper.

Spread a thin layer of 
whipped cream around the 
side of the brownie base.

Cut the cream filled 
wafers in half and set them 
upright around the torte.

Garnish top with addition-
al whipped cream, drizzled 
chocolate and toffee bits.

Serves 10-12 people.

A Chocolate Mousse Torte, decorated with all kinds of flourishes, makes a great addition to 
Valentine’s Day festivities. [SUBMITTED]

HUNGRY for MORE?
Visit our website to explore our entire recipe collection!

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

youth including: Protect-
ing the Girl in Me looks to 
develop leadership skills 
and confidence to enable 
girls to protect them-
selves, develop healthy 
coping mechanisms and 
positive social connec-
tions for ages 10-12; Stand 
Tall promotes confidence 
and assertiveness, en-
abling children to protect 
and express themselves 
for ages 7-9; No Need To 
Fret, anxiety group for 
children ages 7-11; and 
Glad to Be Me, a fun self-
esteem program for chil-
dren ages 4-7.



26 | LIVING HERE THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2018

ACROSS

1. Soul

5. Seeming

10. Michael Phelps has 23

15. “__ what?”

16. Can

18. Pudding fruit

19. Part of “the works”

20. Nod, maybe

22. Class

24. Freudian concept

25. ‘Monopoly’ square

26. Cousin of an ostrich

27. ___ roll

28. Thailand, once

30. Ed.’s request

32. Out’s opposite

33. 10 C-notes

35. Blue hue

37. “High” time

39. Providing

40. Tagged player

41. Schuss, e.g.

43. ___ , myself, and I

44. Kind of drive

46. Cooking fat

47. Word symbolized by an 
asperand

48. Atomic number 2

49. Artless one

52. Wrath

53. Celeb-oriented 
magazine

54. ___ stick (incense)

55. ___-eyed

56. Bee’s cousin

57. Word in a simile

58. Like some hair

59. Cracker spread

60. His “4” was retired

61. Table linen

62. Andes capital

63. Wilco’s 1995 debut

65. Get a move on

66. Disembodied spirit

67. Year of our Lord

68. Irritation

70. ___ Fjord

72. Atoll protector

DOWN

1. One who leads a Spartan 
lifestyle

2. Nada

3. Cellist Yo-Yo

4. x, y or z

6. Batting

7. “Aladdin” prince

8. Brewski

9. Son of Vafthrudnir

10. Gloppy stuff

11. Connected

12. Bank holding

13. Comic actor Mr. Deluise

14. Extinguish (a candle)

17. Bring out

21. I, to Claudius

23. Singer Starr

25. Geophysical science

29. ___ boy

31. Small, salty-tasting fish

32. ___ a good thing

34. Seize

36. After expenses

38. Completes ‘either’

42. E or G, e.g.

45. Political drama “___ 
Secretary”

46. Able to be maintained

50. Infinitesimal amount

51. Emolument

52. ___ Tuesday (Mardi 
Gras)

53. ___ Today

54. Bump

56. Court

57. Associate in Nursing

58. Two of us

59. Circumference divided 
by diameter

64. Darn, as socks

65. Conversation starter

66. Court figure

69. Finish, with “up”

71. “__ Thee I Sing”

Antibiotics a boon for humans, but we use only a small percentage of them

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

New York, USA

LOCATION

Jean Arbuckle, Karen Ellis, Donna Gerber and Eldon Gerber visited the World Trade Centre 
in New York City this past November.

CAPTION

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Q. Antibiotics are “the 
crown jewel of life-saving 
medicines,” stepping in 
when the body’s immune 
system is unable to fight 
off harmful bacteria. 
Approximately what 
percentage of antibiotics 
sold in the U.S. is actually 
used to treat sick people? 
A. 20% B. 40% C. 60% D. 
80%

A. Surprisingly, the answer 
is 20% (A), according to the 
2017 Annual Report of the 
Center for Science in the 
Public Interest. “Roughly 
80% of antibiotics are used 
in cattle, chickens and pigs, 
mostly to promote faster 

growth and prevent dis-
eases that are rampant in 
filthy, overcrowded factory 
farms.”

The World Health Orga-
nization and major health 
and medical groups have 
called for better manage-
ment of antibiotics in 
animal husbandry to avoid 
proliferation of deadly 
antibiotic-resistant “super 
germs.”
Q. Do animals need a 
brain to sleep?

A. Apparently not, accord-
ing to Mariah Quintanilla 
in “Science News” maga-
zine. Caltech researchers 
(“Current Biology”) found 
that upside-down jelly-
fish—animals without a 
central nervous system and 
brain—pass three critical 
sleep-qualifying tests: (1) 

they become less active at 
night, pulsing about one-
third less often than during 
the day; (2) they are less 
responsive at night; and (3) 
if their sleep period is inter-
rupted by squirts of water, 
for example, they are more 
sluggish the following day, 
suggesting they require 
sleep to thrive.

Jellyfish are cnidarians, 
an ancient animal lineage 
that evolved at least 600 
million years ago. “The 
finding raises new ques-
tions about when—and 
why—sleep evolved. … it 
suggests that sleep is one 
of the most basic require-
ments of animal life. And 
unlike in humans, where 
sleep has been linked to 
such brain functions as 
retaining memories, the 
same can’t be said of the 

role of sleep in jellyfish.”
Q. Humans are pretty 
much the only animal 
to have hair that grows 
continuously for many 
years yet also suffers the 
indignity of going bald. 
What else can be said of 
our tangled relationship 
with hair?

A. Our entire body, except 
for the palms of our hands 
and soles of our feet, is 
covered with hair, about 
five million follicles, or 
about the same as chimps 
and other primates, says 
John Murray in his book 
“How To Be Human,” as ex-
cerpted in “New Scientist” 
magazine. Terminal hair 
grows on the scalp, eye-
brows and eyelashes; vellus 
hair is found everywhere 
else, so wispy and short as 
to be almost invisible. Hair 

follicles go through stages 
of growth and dormancy, 
with the growing stage 
controlled by hormones: 
Short, fine leg hairs grow 
for about two months, 
armpit hair for six months, 
and head hair non-stop for 
six years or more. As for 
pubic hair, adult humans 
have thicker hair around 
their genitals than do most 
primates.

So why have humans 
evolved such a variety of 
hair types? The leading 
theory is that “when our bi-
pedal ancestors moved out 
of the forests and onto the 
searing heat of the savan-
nah, they needed to keep 
their bodies cool while also 
sheltering their big brains 
from the sun.” In fact, ge-
netic evidence shows our 
ancestors became hairless 

around 1.7 million years 
ago on the savannah.

But “we may also have 
lost body hair to improve 
our ability to identify oth-
ers and to make commu-
nication easier, or to resist 
disease, since fur is a prime 
habitat for parasites,” or for 
sexual selection: “The least 
hairy of our ancestors were 
considered the most attrac-
tive and so produced more 
offspring.” Perhaps sexual 
selection also explains 
our head hair, since most 
people find healthy, well-
groomed hair attractive, 
signaling social and sexual 
status.

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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By now, we’re all 
familiar with the doom 
and gloom implications 
of global climate change, 
as the increasingly shaky 
weather starts to become 
the norm. But it’s not 
just melting glaciers and 
vanishing ice caps that 
have become collateral 
damage to a heating planet; 
the humble outdoor ice 
rink, that classic feature of 
Canada’s winters, might be 
going the same way too.

That’s certainly a risk, 
according to Robert 
McLeman, an associate 
professor of geography 
and environmental 
studies at Wilfrid Laurier 
University. McLeman is the 
co-founder of the citizen 
science research project, 
RinkWatch, a website 
database that encourages 
individuals to report the 
locations and conditions of 
their outdoor rinks.

“When we first initiated 
it, what we wanted to think 
about is how can we make 
a connection to the general 
public in terms of the im-
pacts of climate change and 
how environmental science 
is important to people?” ex-
plained McLeman about the 
project.

“And we thought, well 
people in Canada are of-
ten very interested in the 

weather and in backyard 
skating and hockey and 
things like that.”

The result was Rink-
Watch.org, which at its peak 
had over a thousand partici-
pants. On a regular basis, 
the citizen scientists pinned 
the location of their rinks 
on a map and provided 
updates RinkWatch on the 
skatability of their ice rinks. 

With the data they col-
lected over several years, 
McLeman and his team 
were able to connect the 
condition of ice rinks in 
people’s backyards to the 
latest climate models, 
in a study published in 
a scientific journal. And 
their findings, for winter 
wonderland enthusiasts 
and outdoor skaters, were 
discouraging.

“What we were able to 
show is that, for example, 
here in southwestern 
Ontario, we’re probably 
going to see the skating 
season shrink by about 30 
to 40 per cent over, say, the 
next three decades, four 
decades at most,” he says.

So for a place like El-
mira, he says, right now 
people have a good six to 
eight week window of ideal 
weather each winter to 
build their outdoor rinks. 
But 30 years from now, that 
window is likely to shrink 
down to maybe four to six 
weeks.

“And at that point it gets 
to be, ‘well my rink in an 
average year is only going 
to be skateable for say four 
weeks, am I even going to 
bother building it because 
it’s an awful lot of work to 
just get it going for a few 
weeks.’ So that’s the kind 
of thing that’s going to 
happen in the future,” said 
McLeman.

Even worse, not only is 
that window going to get 
smaller, but the increas-
ingly erratic weather of the 
future means people are 
more likely to see sudden 
freeze-thaws, like the region 
has been experiencing this 
past month.

“We got off to a great 
start this winter. It was 

nice and cold there in the 
second half of December, 
but this thaw doesn’t help 
things at all,” he said of 
January’s weather.

“These sudden thaws 
like what we’re [having] 
right now where it goes up 
to 7 degrees, it’s just awful. 
Because essentially what 
happens is you lose the 
surface of your rink, and 
when it re-freezes really 
quickly, you typically don’t 
get a good quality surface 
on top of it, so you have to 
go back and start flooding 
again to try to repair it.”

While it’s tempting to 
blame CO2 emissions in the 
earth’s atmosphere for this 
year’s lukewarm winter, 
that that wouldn’t be 

entirely correct, McLeman 
explains. Climate change 
generally refers to global 
trends and not individual 
weather phenomenon. This 
winter is also influenced 
by La Niña, when below 
average sea-temperatures 
in the Pacific cause wild 
oscillations in the weather.

However, it would be 
correct to say that, with 
climate change becoming 
a greater issue, we’re 
bound to see more of this 
variability in the weather 
in the future. Which means 
worse conditions of for 
outdoor skating.

“So yes. I hate to say it, 
it sounds very pessimistic, 
but frankly if you’re a skat-
ing enthusiast, enjoy it now 

while it lasts,” he said.
For the Allison family of 

Elmira, seeing the outdoor 
ice rink season disappear 
would be a shame. The 
couple has been flooding 
their own outdoor rink 
every winter for the past 
several years, and their 
annual Winterfest party, 
which includes games of 
curling, food and drinks 
and a bonfire, has been a 
hit in the neighbourhood.

They say it wasn’t the 
easiest to get their rink 
ready for the Winterfest, 
which was held January 
13, but add that it was well 
worth the effort.

“Well the simple answer’s 
is because it’s fun,” said 
Christa Allison at the party, 
of their hard work.

“Everybody has a good 
time ... [and] everybody likes 
the old-fashioned rink thing. 
Not a lot of people do it,” 
added her husband, Chris.

The pair has been build-
ing their ice rink for years, 
but agreed that climate 
change had made it more 
difficult to maintain in re-
cent years.

“Yes, I would probably 
think it is. Like definitely 
this year it was really great 
and then we get the rain 
and, you know, fighting to 
get it back for this. So, yes, 
it’s definitely something 
that’s harder to keep,” said 
Chris Allison.

FAISAL ALI

Ice rinks going the way of the icecaps
Climate change likely to make it tougher on backyard rinks such as those of Elmira’s Allison family

BACKYARD SCIENCE / NON-TRADITIONAL MEASURES

Elmira residents Chris and Christa Allison have been throwing their annual Winterfest party in their backyard 
ice rink for years, though January’s up-and-down weather posed some issues.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Curling played with paint cans for stones was amongst the highlights of the family’s Winterfest event.
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

SUNDAY 
FEBRUARY 410 5
SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 3 69

FRIDAY 
FEBRUARY 2 9 9
THURSDAY 
FEBRUARY 1 9 9
Sale Hours
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IN STOCK

NEW HOT PRODUCT

GLASS & MARBLE
BACKSPLASH

$397
REG 13.99REG 13.99REG 13.99REG 13.99REG 13.99REG 13.99

/SQ FTFROM

IN STOCK

100% WATERPROOF!

AC4- 5MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$177
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/SQ FTFROM

IN STOCK

FRIEZE CARPET

$127
REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

/SQ FTFROM

PLUS NO TAX!

PLUS NO TAX!

IN STOCK

NEW PRODUCT!

13”x13” CARRARA
PORCELAIN TILE
$127

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99
/SQ FTFROM
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67¢

STARTS TODAY!
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IN STOCK

100’S OF CARPET 
REMNANTS

80%
OFF!

UP
TO

IN STOCK

3/4” OAK OR MAPLE

SOLID UNFINISHED 
STAIR TREADS

$3599
REG 69.99REG 69.99REG 69.99REG 69.99REG 69.99REG 69.99

  EACHFROM

IN STOCK

PLUS NO TAX!

IN STOCK

AC4 COMMERCIAL

12.3MM THICK
LAMINATE

$137
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/SQ FTFROM

MDF PRIMED WHITE
BASEBOARDS

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT67/ LIN FT67
7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

STARTS TODAY!

NEW WHITE 
WASH!
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$575’x 8’ 
STARTING

FROM

KW’S LARGEST
SELECTION!

NEW RUGS 
ARRIVING DAILY!

PLUS NO TAX!

PLUS NO TAX!

AREA 
RUGS!

pable of fighting as 
efficient and as effective an 
election as one that simply 
accepts an interim leader, 
and goes forward into the 
election with that interim 
leader.”

The question to ask now, 
she said, was whether the 
party would continue along 
the centrist path set out by 
Brown, or whether other 
ideologies within the party, 
such as the fiscal or social 
conservatives, would come 
to dominate.

Anna Esselment, 
assistant professor of 
political science at the 
University of Waterloo, 
noted much the party’s 
messaging and policies 
had been organized around 
Patrick Brown as the leader.

“Everything was built 
around Patrick Brown. So 
the platform, the “People’s 
Guarantee,” it was his 
face on the cover. There 
were 147 promises in that 
platform, and they all 
started off with ‘Patrick 
Brown and the Ontario PCs 
will...’,” said Esselment.

But with Brown suddenly 
felled, the entire party’s 
political line is thrown 
askew. An opportunity 
that emerges from all this, 
however, is that the sudden 
media attention would raise 
awareness of the PC party’s 
new leader. People who 
had never heard of Patrick 

Brown might suddenly be 
very interested in who his 
replacement would be, said 
Esselment.

“It might be in their 
interest to choose another 
woman,” she suggested, 
as a way for the party to 
distance themselves from 
the scandal.

“And it would also be 
really neat if they ended 
up choosing another 
[woman] leader. Wouldn’t 
it be awesome to have 
three women fighting it 
out for the premiership?” 
she added, noting the 
women leaders of the 
Ontario Liberal and NDP 
parties, Kathleen Wynne 
and Andrea Horwath, 
respectively.

“I think that would be 
a great opportunity for 
Ontarians and for women 
in politics.”

The allegations against 
Brown were made last 
week in an evening CTV 
News broadcast by two 
women. The first said she 
had a consensual sexual 
encounter with Brown 
more than a decade ago 
at his home after meeting 
him in a bar. The woman 
was reported “still in high 
school” and under the legal 
drinking age at the time 
she met Brown at the bar.

The second woman 
says she was a former 
employee of Brown’s in 
2013 when the encounter 

took place. The woman 
had met Brown on a flight, 
with the politician making 
social overtures. She didn’t 
accept, but a few months 
later asked Brown for a job, 
for which she was hired.

The woman alleges 
she was in Brown’s home 
following a party, sitting 
with him alone on his bed.

“The next thing I know 
he’s kissing me. Sitting 
beside me, kissing me and 
then I was, I kind of just 
froze up,” she says in the 
interview. She asked him 
to stop and take her home, 
which he did.

Both women have not 
been identified by CTV, at 
their request.

In a curt press 
conference late last 
Wednesday at Queen’s 
Park, shortly before 
the accusations first 
spread, Brown denied 
the allegations. In a later 
statement released the next 
morning, Brown said he 
would remain as an MPP 
but decided to resign as 
leader of the party.

Besides Brown, party 
president Rick Dykstra 
stepped down from his 
post via a statement on 
social media. According to 
Maclean’s news media, a PC 
party staffer had accused 
Dykstra of sexual assault 
in 2014. The woman had 
reportedly filed a complaint 
with Ottawa police.
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The cost of doing 
business – your business, 
to be precise – is going up 
significantly this year, with 
Woolwich residents facing 
a 7.6 per cent increase in 
wastewater rates.

Water rates will be pretty 
much business as usual, 
with just a small tweak 
from last year. 

In approving discussing 
budgets for water and 
wastewater at a meeting 
January 30, councillors 
backed a plan to boost the 
water rate slightly to $1.72 
per cubic metre from $1.71, 
a 0.85 per cent increase 
even though the region has 
increased its bulk water 
rate by 1.9 per cent.

The rate adjustment 
will cost $2.04 per year or 
$0.34 per bimonthly billing 
period to the average user’s 
bill, based on 204 cubic 
meters annually.

The township had held 
the water rate steady in 
2017.

Wastewater charges are 
on the rise by 7.61 per cent, 
to $2.69 per cubic meter 
from $2.50, reflecting a 

Woolwich water costs up marginally, but 
wastewater rates to take large jump in 2018

regional price increase of 7.9 
per cent, director of finance 
Richard Petherick told 
councillors. Last year, the 
rate increased 3.87 per cent.

The rate hike will add 
about $38.76 a year – $6.46 
per bimonthly billing 
period.

Petherick noted 
that, while regional 
water charges account 
for 70 per cent of the 
township’s operating 
costs, adjustments to its 
own budget and a healthy 
financial picture allow 
for flexibility in offsetting 
price hikes from the region, 
which has been boosting 
prices for years, often at 
many times the rate of 
inflation. Huge increases 
have been the norm in 
recent years, as the region 
implements the user-
pay, full-cost-recovery 
model for its water and 
wastewater systems, as 
mandated by the province.

Water hikes are predicted 
to be more moderate in the 
future, 1.9 per cent in 2019 
and 2.9 per cent from 2020 
to 2026.

On the wastewater side, 
the region expects to hit 

customers with a 5.9 per 
cent increase in 2019, 
and 3.9 per cent annually 
between 2020 and 2026.

Residents can also expect 
an extra ding on their bills 
as the township replaces 
aging water meters. Along 
with allowing for remote 
reading of the meters, the 
new units are expected 
to be more accurate in 
measuring water usage.

Dan Kennaley, the 
township’s director of 
engineering and planning, 
said the upgrade and 
replacement project will 
cost about $450,000 this 
year and next.

Pointing out that manual 
meter reading costs the 
township about $15,000 
a year, Coun. Patrick 
Merlihan questioned 
the payback period of a 
$900,000 investment in 
new meters that can be read 
remotely, with Kennaley 
noting that all new meters 
installed or replaced in the 
last few years have included 
the new technology. 
Existing meters have a 
lifespan of about 10 years, 
so all will need to be 
replaced eventually.
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