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DRUMMER FINDS 
HIMSELF UP FOR 
ANOTHER JUNO

WELL-EQUIPPED FROM

$28,096* $278at 0.5%**
FOR 36 MONTHS
WITH $4,663 DOWN

GET SNOWED OUT.

 †

26 Manitou Drive, Kitchener, ON  |  Tel: (519) 894-2050  |  www.geminimotors.com

*MSRP of $25,995 on Forester 4dr Wgn 2.5i MT (JJ1X0). Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus charges for Freight/PDI ($1,725) Air Conditioning Charge ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($16.50), OMVIC Fee ($10), Dealer Admin ($249). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance 
are extra. $0 security deposit. **Lease rate of 0.5% for 36 months. Lease rate includes additional Dealer rate reductions not advertised on Subaru.ca. Lease payments of $278 with $4,663 down payment. Purchase Option $14,831 with $5,605 due on signing. Offers applicable on approved credit at participating dealers 
only. Lease based on a maximum of (20,000 km/year for 36 months), with excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and �nancing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and �nance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Model shown: 2018 
Forester 4dr Wgn 2.0XT Limited AT w/Eyesight (JJ2XE) with an MSRP of $39,495. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Offers available until February 28, 2018. Offer subject to change or cancellation 
without notice. EyeSight® is a driver-assist system which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. The driver is always responsible for safe and attentive driving. System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle maintenance, and weather and road conditions. See Owner’s Manual for 
complete details on system operation and limitations. Forester and Subaru are registered trademarks. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details. 

10:30am - 11:30am
WOOLWICH MEMORIAL CENTRE
24 Snyder Ave. S., Elmira

1:00pm - 2:00pm
WELLESLEY ARENA
1004 Catherine St., Wellesley 

FREE FAMILY DAY SKATE 
HOSTED BY
FREE FAMILY DAY SKATE

Woolwich sets out process for filling vacant Ward 1 seat

COUNCILLORS WILL VOTE 
BY public ballot – essen-
tially writing down on a 
slip of paper their preferred 
candidate – when Wool-
wich picks someone to fill 
the vacant Ward 1 seat.

Opting to continue with 
the application process 
instead of appointing the 
runner-up from the last elec-
tion, councillors meeting 
Tuesday night approved a 
so-called public voting pol-
icy that sets out the format 

STEVE KANNON for selecting a candidate.
Township clerk Val 

Hummel explained a pro-
cess that’s meant to be 
completely open, with each 
of the five councillors writ-
ing down a name through 
as many rounds of voting 
as it takes for someone to 
garner at least three votes.

“There’s no secret ballot. 
It’s meant to be all out in 
the open.”

At press time, there were 
nine applicants posted on 
the township’s website, with 
interested parties having 

until Friday (February 16) 
at 5 p.m. to submit a formal 
application.

Of the nine, six are El-
mira residents: Kevin P. 
Betts, Ronald Scott Camp-
bell, Jacqueline Hanley, 
Julie-Anne Herties, Dan 
Holt and Eric P. Schwindt. 
Two are Breslau residents: 
Linda Marie Cooper and 
Ibikunle Oluwojure. And 
one from Heidelberg, Su-
jeet Kumar Chaudhuri.

Under the approved for-
mat, each candidate will 
have five minutes to make 

a case for being appointed 
to the seat when coun-
cillors meet in a special 
session February 27. Each 
councillor can then ask one 
question of each applicant, 
Hummel explained.

Councillors would then 
talk openly about the candi-
dates before moving to the 
voting stage.

An hour has been set 
aside for the process, though 
councillors have the option 
to extend the time.

The Woolwich Community Lions put on a Fairy Tale Ball Saturday in Elmira, inviting the community to come out and meet some real live princesses. Money raised from the event will go 
towards children’s programs in the community. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

A NALOXONE KIT IS kept 
on hand to treat someone 
overdosing on an opioid 
such as fentanyl. It ought 
not to contain an opioid 
such a fentanyl, but that’s 
just what happened with 
a couple of such kits ob-
tained at the Shoppers 
Drug Mart in Elmira.

The occurrence is be-
ing investigated by Health 
Canada and the Ontario 
College of Pharmacists.

An area resident, who 
requested anonymity, 
found fentanyl in place of 
naloxone in a kit acquired 
at the Elmira store. They 
compared the new kit to 
one obtained from another 
pharmacy to confirm the 
discrepancy, later confirm-
ing with another party that 
a similar mix-up had oc-
curred. 

In both cases, the owner-
pharmacist came out to 
pick up the kits.

STEVE KANNON The information was 
shared briefly on social 
media after the February 5 
incident before being taken 
down by the area resident. 

The Toronto Star re-
ported last week of the dis-
covery, though stating only 
that the incident had oc-
curred in Ontario. It noted 
the ongoing investigation. 

Health Canada told The 
Observer it is working with 
the provincial Ministry 
of Health and Long-term 
Care, local health officials 
and the Ontario College 
of Pharmacists to gather 
information on what hap-
pened at the pharmacy.

“Health Canada received 
a report that the wrong 
drug was included in two 
naloxone kits obtained 
from a pharmacy in the 
Kitchener-Waterloo area. 
Based on information to 
date, this appears to be 
an isolated incident,” said 

FENTANYL | 6SEAT | 7

FAIRY TALES COME TO LIFE IN ELMIRA

Two opioid-
overdose kits 
found to contain 
fentanyl
Health offi  cials investigating after 
discoveries linked to Elmira location
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Book your FREE hearing test at 
Miracle-Ear today!

DISCOVER THE REVOLUTION
MIRACLE-EAR HAS FOR YOU

 Please see clinic for details. Price per device based on four years of ownership. Low-
interest financing available.

/DAY $2PREMIUM HEARING AIDS FOR ONLY

HEAR BETTER, FEEL BETTER, LIVE BETTER.

Start your new year off right by hearing better. At Miracle-Ear, our 
knowledge and experience ensures a hearing solution as individual as you 
are. We provide the latest innovative technology which allows you to hear 
all the important moments in life while still remaining discreet and 
comfortable. 

Stop in or call us today to learn more about the latest innovations 
in hearing technology. 

EXPERIENCE
Proudly serving Canadians 

for 25 years

PROFESSIONALISM
Best in class hearing 
healthcare providers

SERVICE
Providing superior service to go 

beyond your expectations

Miracle-Ear Elmira
17 Church Street West
226.241.44781 Union St., Elmira

THE SHOPS AT ROXTON

519-669-3072
www.elmiragiftoutlet.com

HOURS: 
MON-WED 9:30-5:30
THURS-FRI 9:30-7:00

SAT 9:30-5:30

CLEARANCE

NEXT SENIOR’S DAY: THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22nd

May not be exactly as shown. While quantities last.

CLEARANCECLEARANCECLEARANCECLEARANCECLEARANCE
FINAL

CLOTHING
ACCESSORIES

$5-15$$$$5-155-155-15
CLOTHING

$10$$1010
PURSES

$5$$55
SCARVES,

HATS & MITTS

(LUG NOT INCLUDED IN SALE)(LUG NOT INCLUDED IN SALE)

SALE STARTS
THUR. FEB. 15TH

Paul’s extensive knowledge and experience in the Real estate business as 
well as his 25 years in the construction industry has proven to be the perfect 
combination for providing the service and advice his clients have come to know.  

Joining easy Home Realty allows Paul to continue working with a team of 
experienced professionals that share his integrity, communication skills and 
work ethic, while also being able to expand his service offerings to his clients.  

We’re super excited to welcome 
Paul Martin to our team!

“I’m looking forward to the next 
chapter in my business and all 
that the easy Home Realty team 
has to offer. I know their real 
estate, online marketing and 
technology experience, as 
well as their consistent client 
centred focus will only help 
me serve my clients better.”

Paul Martin
519.503.9533 (Direct)

paulmartin@easyHomeRealty.ca

Sales Representative

experienced professionals that share his integrity, communication skills and 
work ethic, while also being able to expand his service offerings to his clients.  work ethic, while also being able to expand his service offerings to his clients.  me serve my clients better.me serve my clients better.

Paul Martin
519.503.9533

Please feel free 
to reach out to 

Paul directly 

Visit easyHomeRealty.ca
to find out more about 
easy Home Realty 

A taste of sap season as EMSF holds contest to pick its maple syrup producer of the year

ONE MAPLE SYRUP PRO-
DUCER hit the sweet spot 
during judging this week. 
We just don’t know who 
that is ... yet.

Eight producers from as 
far as Sudbury and as close 
as the Waterloo Region 
submitted maple syrup 
samples for consideration 
to be crowned the Elmira 
Maple Syrup Festival’s 
producer of the year. Along 
with the coveted title, the 
winner is also the feature 
supplier of up to 500 litres 

of maple syrup for the festi-
val’s pancake tent. 

Judging this year had 
two new faces, Brian 
Bainborough, a certified 
maple syrup judge by the 
International Maple Syrup 
Institute and president of 
the Ontario Maple Syrup 
Producers Association, was 
joined by Todd Luety, ex-
pert maple syrup specialist 
with the Ontario Ministry 
of Agriculture Food and 
Rural Affairs.

The submissions didn’t 
make it easy for the judges 
who narrowed it down to a 

faceoff between two entries, 
the winner coming ahead 
only by a drop of sap.

“That might have been 
the most difficult one I 
have judged yet because of 
how good the entries were,” 
said Luety after the winner 
had been decided.

The producers were 
judged on four criteria, each 
counting for a percentage 
on a 100-point scale. 

“There’s international 
guidelines that are writ-
ten for judging,” explained 

ALI WILSON

Judges Todd Luety and Brian Bainborough taste one of the eight submissions during the judging for the EMSF’s producer of the year Monday 
in Woolwich council chambers. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

CONTEST | 4
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HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

onsite landfills and the nearby 
Canagagigue Creek.

“It was common practice 
to bury toxic waste in the 
ground and to use the creek 
as a sewer,” says Wagler. 
“They all buried waste into 
the ground into the ‘70s. So 
gradually that leached into 
the groundwater.”

Over the course of the docu-
mentary, they hope to touch 
on a number of issues, from 
the lack of communication 
from the government and the 
company, particularly imme-
diately after the crisis, to the 
financial costs to the taxpayer 
and the ongoing health con-
cerns.

“There’s a number of things 
that we learned along the 
way,” said Wagler. “I think the 
biggest thing for me is the fact 
that they’ve never done a hu-
man risk assessment. So they 
know what chemicals are still 
in the sediment. They know 
that it’s one of the most dan-
gerous, if not the most dan-
gerous toxin known to man in 
the creek sediment in Elmira, 
and they’ve never done a hu-

man risk assessment. It’s dis-
turbing.”

In an emailed statement, 
Gabriela García, communica-
tions manager for Lanxess, 
noted that significant im-
provements had been made 
through the company’s reme-
diation efforts.

“At Lanxess we are proud 
of the progress that has thus 
far been made with respect to 
the remediation project at the 
Elmira site,” she said. “Over the 
20-plus years of creek monitor-
ing of water, sediments, and 
organisms, the results show 
a record of continuous im-
provements. For example, the 
number of fish species is thriv-
ing up from only one to now 
over two dozen, a decreased 
concentration of chemicals in 
aquatic organisms, and robust 
vegetation, all as a result of the 
remedial actions (beyond just 
monitoring) that we’ve taken 
over the past 20 years.”

The filmmakers say they 
are hoping to have a fair and 
balanced approach in their 

responsibility for dealing with 
the contaminants in the mu-
nicipal aquifers, with a dead-
line of 2028.

The documentary now in 
the final stages is something of 
a retrospective on the ordeal.

“The whole idea originally 
was to get the interviews of 
the people that were partaking 
of the initial problem when it 
sprung up for archival purpos-
es,” explained Heitmann. The 
project took off in 2015, with 
the two putting in hundreds 
of hours to piece together the 
facts and draw a compelling 
storyline with their interviews.

“I lived in Elmira in 1989 
when it happened, so I had 
the events in my mind of what 
occurred,” said Wagler. “But 
there was always that question 
of how could this have hap-
pened, how did they let this 
happen?”

For years, the chemical 
plant, which has undergone a 
number of transfers of owner-
ship and name changes from 
Uniroyal to Crompton to Chem-
tura to its current Lanxess, dis-
posed of its chemicals by using 

IT’S BEEN ALMOST 30 years 
since the discovery of toxins in 
Elmira’s drinking water set off 
a crisis that’s still being played 
out today. Hoping to tell the 
sprawling story that spans 
decades, and shed some new 
light on the issue, Mike Heit-
mann and Bonita Wagler are 
putting the finishing touches 
on a new documentary.

The 1989 discovery of con-
taminants in the aquifers 
under the town were linked to 
a plant that was then Uniroyal 
Chemical. The presence of 
the carcinogenic NDMA (ni-
trosodimethylamine) in the 
drinking water precipitated the 
crisis in Elmira, leading to the 
construction of a pipeline from 
Waterloo, which supplies the 
town with water to this day.

Through its many owners, 
the plant has been operating a 
pump-and-treat process to re-
move a pair of toxins – NDMA 
and chlorobenzene – from 
the groundwater underneath 
Elmira.  An MOE control or-
der sets out the company’s 

CHRISTINE ELLIOTT IS THE choice of 
local candidates as Ontario’s Progressive 
Conservatives scramble to pick a new 
leader ahead of a June election.

PC Ontario politicians in Waterloo 
Region endorsed the former Whitby-Os-
hawa MPP in a joint statement last week. 
Kitchener-Conestoga MPP Michael Harris, 
Kitchener South-Hespeler candidate Amy 
Fee, and Kitchener-Centre candidate Mary 
Henein Thorn said they were “united with 
Christine.”

“In my time working with Christine at 
Queen’s Park I recognized then, first-hand, 
the qualities of leadership and determi-
nation mixed with compassion that will 
unite and guide our Ontario PC family,” 
said MPP Harris in the statement.

“As leader, she will listen to the people 
of Ontario and champion good ideas that 
move this province forward.”

Elliott, a seasoned member of the PC 
party, announced her bid for the leader-
ship February 1 in a brief social media 
post, saying, “I’m in!”

The politician served as MPP from 2006 
to 2015, including as deputy leader. In 
2016, after leaving politics, Elliot was ap-
pointed as the Patient Ombudsman for 
Ontario. Elliott had previously run for par-
ty leader in the last race but lost to Patrick 
Brown, who recently stepped down from 
the position.

“For 15 years, we’ve been divided and 
losing elections to Liberals, and our prov-
ince is in trouble. We need a leader who is 
ready now – to win, and to lead,” said El-
liott on social media. 

The former party leader, Brown, re-
signed from his post last month after al-
legations of sexual misconduct were made 
against him in the media. His sudden 
departure has left the party searching for 
a new leader in short order before the gen-
eral election in June.

Besides Elliott, Caroline Mulroney, the 
daughter of former prime minister Brian 
Mulroney, and Doug Ford, the Toronto 
politician and brother of former city may-
or Rob Ford, have announced their bids for 
the party leadership.

Candidates have under a month left to 
make their case before PC members vote 
for their choice of leader on March 10.

Region’s PC 
candidates back 
Christine Elliott 
to lead party 
into the election

FAISAL ALI

FAISAL ALI

Telling the story of Elmira’s 
contaminated water crisis
New doc looks at the 1989 discovery of toxins in the aquifers and what’s happened since

Bonita Wagler and Mike Heitmann are hoping to inform the public with their documentary on the 1989 water crisis in Elmira. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

WATER CRISIS | 4
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CALL 1 888 2 DONATE for more information or to book an appointment.  Visit www.blood.ca

7278 LINE 86, WALLENSTEIN, ON

Wallenstein General Store Inc.

UNIQUE ONE STOP SHOPPING

Groceries • Hardware • Giftware
Books • Drygoods • Postal Outlet

519-669-2231

63 Union St., Elmira • 519-669-1842

ELECTRIC MOTORS | GENERATORS | AUTOMATION CONTROL
ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

ELMIRA BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
FEN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

This Elmira Blood Donor Clinic announcement is brought 
to you by these community-minded businesses

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126  |

Give Blood …
 to save lives.
The Next Elmira Clinic: at Lion’s Hall, Elmira

Friday, February 23rd, 2018 from 2-8pm 

documentary, with inter-
views and conversations 
from all sides, though they 
have met some pushback. 
Lanxess, the company 
which now owns the plant 
and has taken on the reme-
diation responsibility, is 
contesting the use of one 
of their interviews with 
a Chemtura employee, 
Jeff Merriman, formerly 
involved with the environ-
mental remediation.

“I guess Chemtura 
was just recently sold to 
Lanxess and they don’t 
wish to give us permission 
to use footage that we have 
from Jeff Merriman,” said 
Heitmann, which was one 
of the reasons the film was 
being held up. “We’re look-
ing at an objective docu-
mentary and we hope still 
to do that.”

“But they don’t think it’s 
objective,” added Wagler 
about Lanxess.

“Well, they want to stop 
the whole movie,” contin-
ued Heitmann.

The two are looking into 
having their footage of 

Merriman included in the 
film, and once it’s done 
hope to raise awareness 
of the problem and the 
ongoing issues. From older 
adults who lived through 
the crisis to younger stu-
dents, they’re hoping their 
documentary encourages 
people to have the discus-
sions on how communities 
in Ontario and the Great 
Lakes basin protect their 
water supplies.

In the emailed state-
ment, García noted how 
the company and the 
chemical industry had 
changed to improve envi-
ronmental standards.

“Despite the progress on 
this project, we understand 
that public attention is of-
ten focused on the distant 
past related to generations 
of prior management, and 
the environmental perfor-
mance of our industry as 
a whole, as has been the 
case for the past years. 
However, we remain fully 
committed to continuous 
improvement in our perfor-
mance and to productive 
engagement with all stake-
holders.”

WATER CRISIS: Latest owner 
of Elmira chemical plant
pledges to keep treating water, 
make process improvements 
FROM | 3

three other classifications 
of syrup – golden, dark and 
very dark. 

Although the festival 
enlisted the likes of Bain-
borough and Luety to judge 
this year, having experts 
judge rather than dignitar-
ies is only a recent happen-
ing. About three years prior 
it was the mayors of the re-
gions who chose a winner, 
however, having experts 

CONTEST: Sap season becomes official with Feb. 23 tapping

Bainborough. “There are 
four categories that you 
score on and if you look at 
it its like a report card out 
of 100. Density is the sugar 
content, there is a mark for 
clarity, another for colour 
and then the fourth one is 
taste.”

Bainborough noted that 
all fall into the amber co-
louring, while there are 

FROM | 2 come in sheds light on all 
aspects of the production 
rather than just the subjec-
tive taste of consumers. 
This provides event offi-
cials, such as the organizer 
of the producer of the year 
contest Greg Bedard, the 
opportunity to learn more 
about syrup. 

“I think it’s just really 
learning more insight for 
someone like myself,” he 

The EMSF producer of the year was chosen Monday, but won’t be announced until the ceremonial first-tap of the season later this month. Back row: Todd Luety, Mayor Sandy Shantz, Doug 
McLean and Brian Bainborough. Front row: Greg Bedard and Kim Dixon. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

said. “We can taste all of 
them and they will all taste 
excellent, but then getting 
someone with knowledge 
of it, they can distinguish 
why it tastes a certain way 
and where in the process 
that taste came from.” 

 The producer of the year 
will be announced at the 
ceremonial first tap of the 
season, set for February 23 
at Snyder Heritage Farms. 
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www.guysanddolls.ca
112 Oriole Pkwy, Elmira 519-669-8234

New Aesthetician!
Guys & Dolls is happy to 
welcome Caitlin to our 

team. Caitlin has 10+ 
years of experience.

She does Gel Nails, Facials, 
Manis, Pedis & Lots More!

Book an Appointment 
with Caitlin Today!

POLICE BLOTTER

Woolwich man faces 
multiple charges after arrest
A 34-YEAR-OLD WOOL-
WICH MAN faces multiple 
charges after an alert neigh-
bour alerted police about a 
suspicious man seen enter-
ing a rural property in the 
Township of Perth East.

During the early morn-
ing hours of February 7, the 
male was observed entering 
the rural property, with the 
neighbour contacting Perth 
County OPP, who located 
and arrested the suspect. 
The man now faces charges 
of ‘trespass by night,’ ‘fail to 
comply with recognizance,’ 
‘fail to comply with proba-
tion’ and ‘personation.’

He is currently being held 
for an upcoming court date.

Police remind prop-
erty owners to secure their 
homes and vehicles, and to 
use exterior lighting wher-
ever possible. They also 
encourage residents to look 
out for one another – talk 
to neighbours and friends, 
and report any suspicious 
activity, person or vehicle 
to police immediately. 

F E B R U A R Y  6

5:24 AM | A 22-year-old 
Linwood woman was driving a 
grey Chevrolet Cobalt on Ament 
Line in Wellesley Township when 
she lost control of her vehicle, left 
the roadway and flipped over.   No 
injuries reported and the vehicle 
was towed from the scene. The 
woman was charged with ‘careless 
driving.’

1:36 PM | A 65-year-old 
Kitchener woman was driving a 
grey Chevrolet northbound on 
Arthur Street south of Elmira when 
she suddenly came to a stop on the 
roadway near the railway tracks, 
causing a chain reaction collision. 
Her car was rear-ended by a silver 
Dodge SUV driven by a 49-year-old 
Elmira woman who was in turn 
struck from behind by a transport 
truck driven by 49-year-old 
Floradale man. No injuries were 
reported and all vehicles were 
driven from the scene.   The driver 
of the grey Chevrolet was charged 
with ‘careless driving.’

F E B R U A R Y  7

9:22 AM | A 50-year-old 
Kincardine man was driving a 
transport truck eastbound on Line 
86 in Wellesley Township and was 
in the process of stopping for traf-
fic ahead near Lavery Road when 
a brown Chevrolet Impala slid into 
the side of the truck. The driver of 
the car, a 64-year-old Cambridge 
man, was unable to stop due to 
the road and weather conditions. 
There were no injuries reported 
but the Impala had to be towed 
from the scene. No charges were 
laid. 

F E B R U A R Y  8

2:30 PM | Members of the 
Perth County OPP responded 
in the Township of Perth East 
following observations of a large 
bird flying inside of a moving ve-
hicle. The vehicle was located and 
stopped on Perth Road 119 where 
a large parrot was observed 
on the shoulder of the driver, 
who was subsequently charged 
under the Highway Traffic Act. 
Police note that distractions or 
impediments of any kind can shift 
a driver’s focus from the roadway 
and increase the risk of a collision. 

F E B R U A R Y  1 1

1:40 PM | Waterloo Regional 
Police responded to a collision on 
Arthur Street in Woolwich Township. 
A St. Jacobs woman was travelling 
north on Arthur Street when her 
vehicle collided with two other 
vehicles that were southbound. As a 
result of the collision, two drivers and 
one passenger were taken to Grand 
River Hospital with minor injuries. 
A 27-year-old St. Jacobs woman 
was charged with ‘careless driving.’ 
Arthur Street was closed for several 
hours as a result of this investigation. 
Anyone who witnessed this incident 
is asked to call police at 519-570-9777.

F E B R U A R Y  1 2

10:00 AM | A Wellington 
County OPP officer monitoring traffic 
on County Road 7 near Hill Road in 
Centre Wellington observed a female 
driving a car well above the posted 
50 km/h speed limit. The vehicle was 
locked on radar at a speed more than 
100 km/h. As a result, a 19-year-old 
Elora woman was charged with ‘race 
a motor vehicle.’ Her driver’s licence 
and vehicle were seized for a period 
of seven days as per statute, and she 
is scheduled to appear in Guelph 
Provincial Court on March 21.

MANY HANDS ON SCENE JUST IN CASE

Crews from multiple Woolwich stations were called out to a property along Northfield Drive East Thursday morning for a small structure fire. Firefighters worked to pull out boards from the 
burning structure to get at the smouldering parts.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Heifer auction 
goes Friday

The annual Ontario Mennonite Relief 
Heifer Sale in support for the MCC is set 
for tomorrow (Friday). 

Over the past 36 years, the annual 
auction has raised more than $5 mil-
lion towards the MCC’s charitable work. 
The sale has in previous years been 
able to generate more than $200,000.

The heifers are donated by local dairy 
farmers, though they’re not the only 
ones doing the donating. The heifers 
are auctioned off, often at a premium 
to buyers looking to support the MCC 
as well, with the proceeds going to the 

support the organizations numerous 
international projects.

While the funds aren’t designated 
for a specific project, part of the MCC’s 
work is supporting agriculture in 
developing countries, indirectly 
connecting farmers here with their 
counterparts across the world.

The sale will take place Friday start-
ing at 11 a.m. at David Carson Farm & 
Auction Services on 5531 Perth County 
Line 86, Listowel.

Family Day 
activities on tap

With the Family Day long weekend 
coming up, both the townships of 

Woolwich and Wellesley are having fun, 
family-friendly activities on Monday.

Over in Elmira is Winter in Bloom, 
being hosted by the Elmira Optimists, 
Elmira Kiwanis Club and Elmira and 
District Horticultural Society. There will 
be spray bottles out in the WMC foyer 
filled food colouring for the kids (and 
adults) to get outside and create some 
pieces of art in the snow. It’s a free 
event, but this year is only running in 
the morning and finishes by noon.

Besides that, there will be free public 
swimming at the WMC from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., and free public skating from 
10:30  a.m. to 1:30 p.m. The Sugar 
Kings will also be out for an autograph 
session, and will have a sign-making 

competition for kids in time for their 2 
p.m. game.

At the Wellesley arena, meanwhile, 
is a free public skate from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. with snacks and give-aways. 
The event is part of the Healthy Kids 
Community Challenge, which is being 
launched across the region to promote 
a healthier lifestyle. This year, the 
theme for the challenge is decreasing 
kids “screen time.”

Home sales down 
again in January

There were 270 residential sales in 
January through the Multiple Listing 
System (MLS) of the Kitchener-Waterloo 

Association of Realtors, a decrease of 18 
per cent compared to January 2017. 

Total residential sales in January 
included 149 detached (down 23.6 
per cent), and 70 condominium units 
(down 11.4 per cent) which includes any 
property regardless of style (i.e. semis, 
townhomes, apartment, detached etc.). 
Sales also included 27 semi-detached 
homes (down 18.2 per cent) and 22 
freehold townhouses (up 10 per cent). 

The average sale price of all residential 
properties sold in January increased 
9 per cent to $458,750 compared to 
January 2017. Detached homes sold for 
an average price of $554,857 an increase 
of 10.7 per cent compared to January 
of last year. During this same period, 

the average sale price for an apartment 
style condominium was $246,821 for an 
increase of 4 per cent. Townhomes and 
semis sold for an average of $371,095 
(up 14.5 per cent) and $388,974 (up 9.7 
per cent) respectively. 

The median price of all residential 
properties sold last month increased 
6.8 per cent to $431,143, and the median 
price of a detached home during the 
same period increased 4.2 per cent to 
$495,000.

Realtors listed 486 residential 
properties in K-W and area last month, 
an increase of 10.45 per cent compared 
to January of 2017. That’s still well below 
the previous ten-year average of 1,507 
listings for January.

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from February 20th – February 24th

Fresh Cut

Stewing BeefChicken 
Breasts

Store Made

Bologna  
By The Piece

REG. PRICE
$3.69/lb.

$2.99

Fresh

Pig Tails
REG. PRICE
$3.29/lb.

$2.79

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$2.99

Fresh Bone in

Ham and 
Bacon Loaf

Store Made Deli Sliced 

Side Bacon
$6.99 REG. PRICE

$7.99/lb.

Store Made Dry Cured 

REG. PRICE
$4.39/lb.

REG. PRICE
$5.99/lb.$4.99

REG. PRICE
$5.99/lb.

$4.99
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Bible Prophecy Conference

February 23-25, 2018
Friday 23 @ 7:00pm
Saturday 24 @ 9:30am & 1:30pm (Please bring finger foods)

Sunday 25 10:45am & 7:45pm

Lord Willing

Maranatha Mennonite Church
31 John Street, Drayton, ON Canada
Maranatha Mennonite Church
31 John Street, Drayton, ON Canada

For more information call 519-664-2440 • 519-669-2107 • All Are Welcome 

Join the Woolwich Community 
Health Centre (WCHC) 
Board of Directors

Are you interested in the health of our rural community? Do you have knowledge or 
skills that you would like to contribute to building a healthier Woolwich, Wellesley and 
north Wilmot Townships? If so, then consider joining the Board of the Woolwich 
Community Health Centre!
Ontario’s health system is in the midst of exciting changes and challenges. As a 
significant local health agency, WCHC has a solid history of working with many 
multi-sector partners in shaping the future health and wellbeing of citizens, families and 
communities in rural Waterloo Region. Our strong, dedicated, skills-based Board of 
Directors plays a critical role in decision-making that impacts the current and future 
health of our rural community.
WCHC’s Nominating Committee is recruiting Board nominees for 2018-19. Board 
members reflect the community that WCHC serves:

• Residents from across the WCHC catchment area:
• All of Woolwich Township and Wellesley Township
• Parts of Perth County: area bordered to the north by Perth Line 72, to the east by 

Perth Road 116, to the south by Perth Road 119, and to the west by Perth Road 121, 
and the area bordered to the north by Perth Line 56, to the east by Perth Road 103, 
to the south by Perth Line 43, and to the west by Perth Road 107

• Part of Wilmot Township: the area bordered to the north by Gerber Road (12), to 
the east by Wilmot Line, to the south by Snyder’s Road/Christner Road, including 
all Baden and Petersburg addresses, and to the west by Wilmot-Easthope Road. 

• Catchment-area residents with work or volunteer experiences in areas such as health 
and community services, business, farming, financial management, facilities 
management, organization and board development, patient safety, or quality of 
healthcare.

• Catchment-area residents who are representative of, or work with, the priority 
populations that WCHC serves at its St. Jacobs, Wellesley and Linwood sites: Families 
with young children (0-6), Seniors (60+) and their caregivers, Rural and farming 
families, and Youth (14-19 years of age).

Board members do not have to be clients of the health centre. All Board members must 
be able to attend regular Board meetings on the 4th Monday evening of every month 
from September to June, and take part in one other Board committee. 
Please call Heather at (519) 664-3534, ext. 239 to receive a Board application package. 
Applications are due by Friday, March 23, 2018. All interested applicants will be 
required to attend a pre-orientation session which will be set for early April. For 
further information, please contact Denise Squire, Executive Director, at (519) 664-3794.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

BLEED

OPEN HOUSE:  
PROTECTING WATER RESOURCES 

The Government of Ontario is gathering public input on  
protecting important water resources, such as moraines,  

coldwater streams and wetlands, by potentially growing the 
Greenbelt in the Greater Golden Horseshoe.

All are invited to an open house to learn about the area under study and its 
water resources, and to ask any questions you may have.

Date: Thursday, February 22, 2018

Open House: 5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Location: Communitech (2nd Floor) – Cafeteria

Address: 151 Charles St. W.

 Kitchener, Ontario

Please advise if you require special accommodations.

Des services en français seront offerts.

tel.: 416-585-6014 or 1-877-711-8208
e-mail: protectingwater@ontario.ca 

For more information or to submit your comments, go to ontario.ca/greenbelt 
or contact us at: 

 Mail: Protecting Water
  Provincial Planning Policy Branch
  Ministry of Municipal Affairs
  777 Bay Street, 13th floor
  Toronto, Ontario
  M5G 2E5

 

spokesperson Anna Mad-
dison.

The Elmira Shoppers 
Drug Mart referred ques-
tions to the Loblaw head 
office, where spokesperson 
Catherine Thomas said the 
company is moving quickly 
to deal with what is seen as 
an isolated incident.

“We share the view that 
this is a considerable error, 
and one that absolutely 
should not have happened. 
Our local pharmacist-own-
er took immediate action 
to ensure consumer safety, 
visiting the customers to 
secure the product and 
provide the correct medica-
tion, and to offer a detailed 
apology,” she said in an 
email to The Observer.  

“This was a case of hu-
man error. We are taking 
appropriate steps to rein-
force professional and op-
erational expectations and 
procedures to help prevent 
this type of unfortunate 
situation from reoccurring.

“It is important that 

customers understand that 
this isolated event should 
not reduce their confi-
dence in Naloxone kits as 
an effective response for 
accidental opioid over-
dose.”

The province plans to 
spend an additional $222 
million over the next three 
years to fight the opioid 
crisis, including making 
naloxone kits more read-
ily available. That strategy 
sees kits made available to 
emergency responders, at 
hospitals and directly to 
the public.

The move came in re-
sponse to a large spike in 

opioid-related deaths in 
the province last years. 
There were 336 opioid-
related deaths in Ontario 
from May to July 2017, 
compared with 201 during 
the same time period in 
2016. From July to Septem-
ber 2017, there were 2,449 
emergency department vis-
its related to opioid over-
doses, compared with 1,896 
in the three months prior, 
a 29 per cent increase, 
according to provincial 
figures.

Health Canada’s Mad-
dison said the kits remain a 
key component in bringing 
down those numbers.

“Naloxone kits contain-
ing either the injectable 
form of naloxone or nal-
oxone nasal spray are still 
the best way to temporarily 
reverse an opioid overdose. 
Given the importance of 
naloxone in helping to save 
lives, we encourage Cana-
dians who have a naloxone 
kit to check the contents 
before the kit is needed,” 
she said.

FENTANYL: A case of human error, says Loblaw
FROM | COVER

Woolwich to partner with the Mennonite 
Story to offer visitor information services

STEVE KANNON already has a presence, 
with volunteer staffers, 
plenty of parking, capac-
ity for tour buses and 
washroom facilities, the 
spot is ideal, said chief ad-
ministrative officer David 
Brenneman, whose office 
handles economic develop-
ment and tourism.

“Since 2008, the Menno-
nite Story has consistently 
seen over 70,000 visitors, 
and has collected over 
$40,000 of door donations. 
The Mennonite Story will 
also enhance the visitor 
information services that 
were previously provided 
by way of the added ame-
nity of the Mennonite 
interactive museum that is 
available to visitors at the 
Mennonite Story,” he said 
in a report to council.

Meeting Tuesday night, 

IN NEED OF A new home for 
its visitor information cen-
tre (VIC), Woolwich thinks 
it’s found an ideal partner 
in the Mennonite Story in 
downtown St. Jacobs.

The service had been 
based out of the old “yel-
low house,” a refurbished 
farmhouse at 844 Weber St. 
N adjacent to the market, 
since 2005 under a dollar-
a-year lease agreement 
with Mercedes Corp. The 
sale of the company and 
its assets left the township 
looking for a new location. 

Enter a pilot project with 
the Mennonite Story, an al-
ready established tourism 
draw of its own, welcoming 
some 70,000 visitors each 
year. 

Given that the building 

councillors agreed with his 
assessment, voting in fa-
vour of the pilot project to 
start this summer.

The township will con-
tinue to provide a summer 
student as a staff resource 
on market days – 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. on Tuesday, Thurs-
days and Saturdays from 
May through August – and 
will work with the Men-
nonite Story in finding 
an ideal candidate, said 
Brenneman.

Woolwich will also pro-
vide the organization with 
a $2,500 grant this year.

Located at 1406 King St. 
N., the Mennonite Story is 
a multimedia interpretive 
centre that respectfully 
shares the history and cul-
ture of the Mennonite com-
munity, a point interest for 
visitors.

Instead of naloxone, the kit obtained by a 
local resident contained fentanyl. 
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PRACTICE HOME FIRE ESCAPE PLANNING ON FAMILY DAY

You may have only seconds to safely escape your home. Practice your
home fire escape plan and make sure everyone can get out quickly.

For more 
information: 

Woolwich Fire Department
Tel: 519-669-6022

INSTALL SMOKE ALARMS
  Install smoke alarms on every storey 

and outside sleeping areas. It’s the 
law. For best protection, install 

smoke alarms in every bedroom.

CHILDREN/SENIORS
Determine who will be 

responsible for helping young 
children, older adults or anyone 
else that may need assistance.

MEETING PLACE
 Choose a meeting place outside, 

such as a tree or a lamp post, 
where everyone can be 

accounted for.

UNDER SMOKE
 If caught in smoke, get low and 

go under the smoke to the 
nearest safe exit.

CALL FIRE DEPT.
 
outside the home, from a cell 

phone or neighbor’s home.

 
Once out, stay out. Never 

re-enter a burning building.

FIRE ESCAPE PLAN

and discuss it with the entire 
family.

Once out, stay out. Never Once out, stay out. e er 
rree-enentter a burning buildiner a burning buildingg.

CHECK ALL EXITS

 

Check that all exits are 
unobstructed and easy to use.

You may have only seconds to safely escape your home. Practice your

TWO WAYS OUT
Show everyone two ways out of 

each room, if possible.

Township of Woolwich – Chief Dale Martin is urging 
families in Woolwich to practice their home fire escape 
plan as part of Family Day on February 19, 2018.

“Most fatal fires occur at night when everyone is asleep, so that is 
why it is so important for everyone to know what to do when the 
smoke alarms sound”, said Fire Chief Dale Martin. “Everyone 
should know what to do and where to go to get out safely.”

INSTALL CO ALARMS
Install carbon monoxide

detectors outside of
sleeping areas. 

woolwich.ca/fire

519-669-3030 | info@footfoundation.ca | www.footfoundation.ca

Elmira, ON
11 Church St. E,

Custom Footwear  •  Custom Orthotics  •  Major Footwear Alterations 
Standard Orthopedic Footwear  •  General Repairs

Don’t let sore feet get in the 
way of your fitness resolutions

New Year! New You!
Let us help ease your pain.

RESTAURANT - BAR - CATERING
EQUIPMENT AND FURNISHINGS

SALE
Large Quantity of New and Used

• Decorative vases, pedestals, lighting, man cave accessories
• White catering dishes, small wares from 99¢, serving untensils
• Wine - Champagne - Beer glasses from $1
• Furniture: coffee tables, mirrors, sofas
• Collapsible staging 4’ x 8’, 4’ x 6’
• Full commercial kitchen - catering equipment (Garland gas 

ovens, prep tables, fryers, pizza-salad tables, salamander
• Walk In cooler and freezer from $2995 - $3500
• Martin Pro Audio - stage lighting - DJ gear, 8’ x 8’ auto. video screen
• Black washroom partitions - black metal and oval stainless sinks
• Coat Racks - mobile $20, commercial (200 jackets ea.) $195
• Staff lockers, coin lockers, office furniture, fireproof safe 
• Marquee sign & letters $595 (Outdoor illuminated signs $399)
• Restaurant - bar - tables - stools - booths from $40
• True Bar fridges $275 & up, stainless cocktail sinks $299 & up, 

ice freezer $395
• Racking - cupboards - bars - drink rails, countertops
• 37” LG TV's $199, 50” Samsung Plasma’s $299 (includes mount) 

341 Marsland Drive, Waterloo  |  519-886-7777 ext. 29

HST not included

TUES FEB 20, 10AM - 2PM  |  THURS FEB 22, 4 - 7PM
OR BY APPOINTMENT 

FROM THE FLYING DOG & PEARL

Papers and wreckage was strewn across the tracks crossing Wurster Place in Breslau after a delivery van was hit by a passenger train. The 
driver, a 31-year-old Kitchener man, was pronounced dead at the scene. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Kitchener man, 31, killed in collision with train at Breslau crossing
FAISAL ALI

A COLLISION WITH A VIA 
Rail passenger train in Bre-
slau February 8 claimed the 
life of a 31-year-old Kitch-
ener man. Vanja Medic was 
driving a cube van over the 
CN Rail crossing at Wurster 
Place when the train struck 
the vehicle.

The crossing was not out-
fitted with flashing lights or 
barriers, but a stop sign and 
a rail crossing sign saying 
“reduced visibility.”

The Waterloo Regional 
Police investigation suggests 
the delivery driver may have 
missed the stop sign.

Police say that the train 
was travelling under the 
speed limit when the acci-
dent occurred. Waterloo Re-
gional Police said that none 

of the 49 passengers or four 
rail employees were injured. 
The train, which was travel-
ling westbound from Toron-
to to London, was delayed 
on the tracks for more than 
eight hours before arriving 

at the Kitchener station. 
Passengers continuing on to 
London were transferred to 
another train.

“We apologize again to 
our customers for the incon-
venience and thank them 

for their understanding and 
their patience during this 
unfortunate event,” said a 
spokesperson for VIA Rail, 
in an emailed message.

The collision prompted 
a large turnout from emer-

gency responders, including 
firefighters from Breslau 
and Maryhill.

The Wurster crossing 
was the scene of another 
accident in 2014 when a 
VIA train clipped the bum-
per of an SUV. The front 
bumper was reportedly 
torn off, injuring a man, 
while the train was delayed 
four hours.

In a media statement, 
the Transportation Safety 
Board said it had deployed 
an investigator and was still 
gathering information. The 
TSB and WRPS will be work-
ing jointly to investigate the 
cause of the collision.

The VIA Rail spokesper-
son said the company was 
conducting an internal in-
vestigation into the collision 
as well.

Given the time constraints, 
Coun. Patrick Merlihan 
asked if the process would 
allow for councillors to 
speak with applicants ahead 
of the meeting, getting a bet-
ter gauge on the candidates, 
with Hummel noting that 
option is open to them.

The Ward 1 seat became 
vacant last month with the 
resignation of Scott Hahn. 
First elected in 2014, Hahn 
cited the demands of a new 
job as the reason for step-
ping down.

In going with the ap-
plication process, council 
rejected both holding a 
special election and ap-
pointing a runner-up from 
the 2014 election, the two 
other options available.

SEAT: Vote set 
for Feb. 27
FROM | COVER
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HIGH-SPEED RAIL – A political zombie that 
just won’t give up the ghost – got trotted out 
again this week, one of an endless string of an-
nouncements from Kathleen Wynne’s govern-
ment as we grow nearer to a provincial election. 
As always, the timing is purely coincidental.

The announcement that former federal minister David 
Collenette will head Ontario’s high-speed rail planning advi-
sory board has the added bonus of tossing out a few partisan 
plums. 

This is but the latest in the decades-old discussion of a 
high-speed link running along the Windsor to Quebec City 
corridor, though the province is looking at the Toronto-
Windsor line. The stated goal is having trains running at 250 
km/h – not fast by global definitions of high-speed trains, 
but certainly much faster than anything we have today – to 
reduce the four-hour travel time by half. 

It’s a fine idea in theory. At least for the section between 
Kitchener and Toronto, and maybe as far west as London. 
It’s in that nearby stretch that a fast train would serve as an 
alternative to the horrendous 401 commute to the GTA. 

Again, in theory. To be useful, a train between the region 
and downtown Toronto would have to be fast (45 minutes or 
less), convenient (running at least twice an hour, all day) and 
cheap. None of those is likely, meaning that car still trumps 
train for many people.

In order to be useful and, thus, attract riders, public transit 
has to be some combination of faster, more convenient and 
cheaper than making the trip by car. For people commuting 
to Toronto, some transit alternatives currently make sense. 
That’s not at all true for the region’s version of train service, 
which will never be the choice of those who can choose ... 
when it eventually starts running. Given that few will ride it, 
people won’t forego their cars and the headaches are already 
legion, the LRT scheme was, is and will continue to be a bad 
investment.

The same is not true, however, for good train service 
linking the region to Toronto. Which is why Wynne keeps 
trotting out promises about GO Transit and high-speed rail, 
though rarely delivering anything tangible.

As it stands, GO Transit services, trains and buses, remain 
fairly lightly used, largely because they fail to meet the all-
important criteria of fast, convenient and cheap. There is 
hope that improvements could change that situation, how-
ever, unlike the LRT boondoggle.

Even the train isn’t faster than driving most of the time. It 
can be more convenient, depending on a commuter’s desti-
nation. Cheaper? Barring outrageous parking fees, anything 
government-run or regulated won’t ever be cost effective. 
Real efforts will have to be made to speed up the service and 
to price it attractively enough to lure not just daily commut-
ers, but for a family making a jaunt to see a Blue Jays game, 
for example.

Imagine, if you will, travelling from the region to Union 
Station in Toronto in, say, 45 minutes (hardly high speed) for 
a fraction of the price of gas and parking, and without any of 
the delays and stress of driving on the 401. That’s a service 
that would prompt many to leave their cars at home.

Nothing like that has seeped into the worst nightmares of 
transit planners now dropping crumbs instead of something 
the public would actually embrace, to the consternation of 
critics.

On the upside, the province’s plan will likely never see the 
light of day, unlike the money flushed away in the region.

High-speed rail 
just another bad 
election ploy

IT BEGAN, AS SO many 
things do these days, with a 
Donald Trump tweet. Frus-
trated by his inability to kill 
the ‘Obamacare’ expansion 
of public healthcare provi-
sion in the United States, 
Trump seized on a protest 
about the under-funding of 
Britain’s National Health 
Service (NHS) in London 
last week to trash the entire 
concept of universal health-
care paid out of taxes and 
free at the point of delivery.

“The Democrats are 
pushing for universal 
healthcare [in the U.S.] 
while thousands of people 
are marching in the UK be-
cause their system is going 
broke and not working,” he 
tweeted. It was an awkward 
moment for Britain’s Con-
servative prime minister, 
Theresa May, who tries to 
avoid criticizing Trump 
whenever possible, so she 
let her health secretary, Jer-
emy Hunt, respond instead.

Hunt tweeted back that 
while he disagreed with 
some of the protesters’ 
opinions, “not ONE of 

Opting for universal health care is simply a no-brainer
them wants to live in a sys-
tem [like the U.S.] where 28 
million people have no cov-
er. ... I’m proud to be from 
the country that invented 
universal coverage – where 
all get care no matter the 
size of their bank balance.”

It’s true. The British 
population is growing older 
and needs more health 
services, but Conservative 
governments over the past 
seven years have not raised 
spending on the NHS to 
match. As a result, many 
people are dissatisfied with 
the growing delays in treat-
ment, but the NHS is the 
most beloved institution in 
the United Kingdom. Not 
one person in a hundred 
would want to replace it 
with a privatized, insur-
ance-based system.

A huge controversy 
rages permanently in the 
United States over public 
vs. private spending on 
healthcare, with the Re-
publican always trying to 
cut the share paid out of 
taxes by federal and state 
governments (currently 
about half). But there is 
no equivalent controversy 
elsewhere.

Every other developed 
country has a universal 
healthcare system – and in 

an eleven-country study 
published by the U.S.-based 
think-tank The Common-
wealth Fund last summer, 
the United States came 
dead last in terms of safety, 
affordability and efficiency. 
The contrast is particularly 
stark in the differences be-
tween the United States and 
the United Kingdom.

Americans spend twice 
as much per capita as Brit-
ons on healthcare. Health 
services account for an 
astonishing 17.2 per cent of 
American GDP (the highest 
in the world), compared to 
9.7 per cent in the UK. Yet 
the British system delivers 
better results: life expec-
tancy at birth is almost 
three years higher in UK 
(81.4 years, compared to 
78.8 years for Americans).

To be fair, it’s not only 
the NHS that enables Brit-
ish people to live longer. 
They are less obese than 
Americans (23 per cent of 
English adults have a body 
mass index of more than 
30, compared to 32 per cent 
of Americans). The murder 
rate in the U.S. is five times 
higher than it is in the UK. 
But even if average life-
spans were identical in the 
two countries, Americans 
would be paying twice as 

much for the same result.
There really is no contro-

versy: universal healthcare 
is better. Since half of that 
enormous American spend-
ing on health goes to profit-
making enterprises like 
insurance companies, there 
is an immensely rich and 
powerful lobby fighting to 
keep the public-private con-
troversy alive in the United 
States, but elsewhere, even 
in much poorer countries, 
it is a no-brainer. Like in 
India, for example.

India, which recently 
overtook China to be-
come the world’s most 
populous country, is still 
relatively poor (although 
its economy is now grow-
ing at more than seven per 
cent annually). Last week 
in the Indian parliament, 
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley announced a new 
government initiative that 
will provide the poorest 
100 million families (half 
a billion people) with up 
to $7,800 annually to cover 
hospitalization costs in 
case of severe illness.

“This will be the world’s 
largest government-funded 
healthcare programme,” 
he told parliament. “The 

DYER | 10

On the upside, all the Ford skeletons haven’t been in the closet for years.
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Divided into silos, we’re all the weaker for it in battle for real change

JUSTIN TRUDEAU’S 
PEOPLE-KIND “JOKE” and 
the rewriting of Canada’s 
national anthem are in-
dicative of the identity 
politics that have replaced 
the big-tent approach. This 
is nothing new, creeping in 
for decades, but certainly 
much more central – and 
visible – in our narcissistic, 
selfie-obsessed day. 

We can decry these lat-
est brainstorms/gaffes as 
purely symbolic. But that’s 
the whole point. Such 
moves – from the backlash 
and counter-backlash of 
the Jordan Petersons and 
Lindsay Shepherds to the 
no-item-too-petty Twitter 
wars – are typically shallow 
and of little consequence. 
Moreover, the political 
calculation is overt, tactics 
based on whether there 
are more votes to be won 
or lost by any particular 
stance. 

Symbolism is important 
in some cases. With the 
anthem, for instance. That 
the motivation stems from 

blatant political correct-
ness and eagerness to ap-
pear hip – well, inclusive 
– is another issue. We could 
call it doing right for the 
wrong reasons.

That’s not an outright 
dismissal of the concept. 
From gender issues to 
ongoing racial discrimina-
tion, there are real issues 
that affect real people. The 
concerns about identity 
politics take on more gravi-
tas when all we get is such 
symbolism and not any 
real change to our failing 
democracy. 

Such is the navel gazing 
on the left, driven into a 
24/7 frenzy since the elec-
tion of Donald Trump, who 
relied on dog-whistle poli-
tics, longstanding divides 
and anti-elitism to put him 
in power. 

Here, we can colour our-
selves as more progressive, 
what with our sensitive PM 
at the helm – he’s divisive 
in his own right, of course, 
just not to the extent we see 
in the U.S. (that’s probably 
not possible here or any-
where else). 

The causes themselves 
are, for the most part, wor-
thy of fighting for. There’s 
peril, however, in breaking 

into small groups each with 
an agenda that excludes all 
others – it’s our way or the 
highway. It’s an offshoot of 
the me-first attitude, one 
in which we put so much 
stock in an assumed iden-
tity to the exclusion of all 
else, including reason in 
some cases. 

This version of politics, 
harnessed effectively by 
the right, is a problem on 
the left, where there’s a risk 
of a united-we-stand-divid-
ed-we-fall outcome. 

In concentrating on 
some small, albeit it im-
portant aspect of society’s 
woes, the big picture goes 
unaddressed, allowing 
for systemic problems to 
persist. 

That’s the worry of critics 
such as Chris Hedges.

“The left, seduced by the 
culture wars and identity 
politics, largely ignores the 
primacy of capitalism and 
the class struggle. As long 
as unregulated capitalism 
reigns supreme, all social, 
economic, cultural and po-
litical change will be cos-
metic,” he writes in a piece 
last week. “Capitalism, at 
its core, is about the com-
modification of human be-
ings and the natural world 

for exploitation and profit. 
To increase profit, it con-
stantly seeks to reduce the 
cost of labor and demolish 
the regulations and laws 
that protect the common 
good. But as capitalism 
ravages the social fabric, it 
damages, like any parasite, 
the host that allows it to 
exist. It unleashes dark, 
uncontrollable yearnings 
among an enraged popula-
tion that threaten capital-
ism itself.”

The public backlash 
seen with the likes of the 
women’s marches against 
Trump, Black Lives Matter 
and struggles in the LGBTQ 
community would take 
on more power if part of 
a larger movement – and 
thus be of greater threat to 
the broken aspects of the 
system Hedges and others 
decry.

Across all aspects of 
society, there is a grow-
ing fragmentation – more 
“me” and less “we” – that 
can be seen in the silo-ing 
of issues, as if in order for 
my cause to gain traction, 
yours has to lose. In an 
increasingly dehumanized 
and isolated world, our 
sense of self – our identity, 
how we define ourselves – 

has taken on more weight. 
So entrenched in our silos, 
we then further refine 
ourselves by a holier-than-
thou approach, differenti-
ating ourselves from others 
in the cause by some test 
of purity – “I’m a real (fill 
in the blank), while you’re 
not.”

Gone then is any sem-
blance of a common goal, a 
common good. 

That trend makes it more 
difficult for groups on the 
left to generate wider ap-
peal and, more pragmati-
cally, to gain the political 
power needed to effect 
change (the real kind, not 
the token liberalism we 
get even in Canada, where 
the mainstream parties are 
beholden to the corporate 
status quo).

It’s an issue identified 
by Mark Lilla, a political 
scientist and professor at 
Columbia University, in his 
2017 book The Once And 
Future Liberal: After Iden-
tity Politics. He argues that 
the current social move-
ments, based in identity, 
are doomed to be less effec-
tive, even though the prob-
lems need to be tackled.

“But, to address those 
problems with politics, 

we have to abandon the 
rhetoric of difference, in 
order to appeal to what 
we share, so that people 
who don’t share this iden-
tity somehow can have a 
stake, and feel something 
that other people are ex-
periencing,” he told The 
New York in an interview 
last summer.

“To give you an ex-
ample, I’m not a black 
motorist. I will never be 
a black motorist. I don’t 
know what it’s like to look 
in the rear-view mirror 
of a car and see the lights 
flashing and feel my 
stomach churn. But I am 
a citizen. And that person 
is a fellow-citizen. And, 
if we can make the case 
that there are citizens in 
this country who can’t 
just go for a drive without 
being worried about this, 
and they won’t be equally 
protected by the law, 
I think I can make the 
case to people who aren’t 
black that that’s a ter-
rible thing, right? And so 
I want to frame the issue 
in terms of basic values 
and principles that we 
share in order to establish 

Who is your favourite princess?

“Elsa.”

 » Peyton Leyland

“Tinker Bell.”

 » Lilly Ray

“Elsa.”

 » Ivy Burt

“Belle.”

 » Cora McMillen

“Ariel.”

 » Brityn Mueller

“There really is no controversy: universal healthcare is better.” Gwynne Dyer | 8
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Universal healh care just 
makes sense, except for the U.S.
FROM | 8

 » Licensed Insolvency Trustee research

government is steadily but 
surely progressing towards 
a goal of universal health 
coverage.” 

People are already call-
ing it ‘Modicare’ (after 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi), and it does bear 
more than a passing resem-
blance to Obamacare.

India currently spends 
only one per cent of its GDP 
on healthcare, so there’s 
still a very long way to go 
– and as always in India, 
the tricky bit is actually 
implementing the program, 
especially in the rural areas. 
(Free government hospitals 
are mostly in the cities.)

Diagnostic tests, doctor 
follow-ups, basic medicines 
(like statins for heart disease 
or diabetes control) and post-
operative home care are not 
covered by the $1.7-billion 
scheme. Private hospitals 
and clinics are still not prop-
erly regulated, and frequent-
ly overcharge. Poor families 
dealing with a major illness 
often end up in the hands of 
moneylenders, and even in 
government-run hospitals 
bribes are sometimes neces-
sary to get good treatment.

All that said, the direction 
of travel is clear, and maybe 
in a couple of decades India 
will have a universal health 
service like the NHS. Be-
loved, in other words.

Payday loan use among heavily indebted Ontarians continues to 
escalate, with 3 in 10 (31%) insolvencies in Ontario in 2017 involving 
payday loans, up from 27% in 2016. Insolvent debtors are taking out 
fewer, but larger loans. The average number of payday loans 
outstanding at the time of insolvency declined to 3.2 in 2017, after 
peaking at 3.5 loans in 2014. However, the average payday loan size 
in 2017 is $1,095, an increase of 12.4% from $974 in 2016.  

 » Ontario NDP leader Andrea Horwath reacts to the latest report, this one from the 
Financial Accountability Office, damning Kathleen Wynne’s selloff of the province’s 
hydro resources

“Today’s report by the FAO is a damning indictment of the 
privatization schemes rammed through by successive Conservative 
and Liberal governments. The sale of Hydro One will cost the 
people of Ontario nearly $300 million every year, and it will result 
in the province paying $1.8 billion more to build infrastructure than 
it would have cost if Hydro One had remained in public hands.”

 » From the Feb. 15, 2003 edition of The Observer

A longstanding battle between Elmira’s embattled chemical 
operation Crompton Co. and residents of Duke Street came to end 
on Feb. 12 after Crompton agreed to an out-of-court settlement. 
Crompton agreed to purchase the homes of four families living on 
Duke Street who had sued the company for $7.4 million in October 
2001. The 16 plaintiffs complained that emissions from the plant 
were making them sick.
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sympathy and empathy 
and identification with 
someone else.”

Only the most naive 
still adhere to the notion 
that our democracy is 
based on the consent of 
the governed. Instead, we 
have a system whereby 
those who’ve benefited 
have fostered an unend-
ing propaganda campaign 
that’s been every bit as 
effective in sweeping 
aside citizenship as the 
corporate marketing has 
been in turning us into 
consumers. 

The long game is to 
promote self-interest 

ahead of all else, a course 
that not only allows for 
ever-grasping power to 
go unchecked but keeps 
us isolated lest we ever 
compare notes. Divided 
and distracted, we are 
conquered. And we’re 
repeatedly told it’s a dog-
eat-dog world, so we’ve 
got to get ours before 
someone else grabs it, as 
if life is a zero-sum game. 
It’s not, of course, as your 
finding happiness in life 
in no way diminishes my 
happiness, or your neigh-
bour’s ... or anyone else’s, 
for that matter.

That’s a reality with 
which we should all iden-
tify.

KANNON: Finding something 
with which we can all identify
FROM | 9

CONFIDENTIAL 
BOTOX & FILLER 
TREATMENT

NOW OPEN IN ELMIRA

Birdland Cosmetic Injections
Stephanie Ringwald, RN

31 Oriole Pkwy., Elmira
birdlandcosmeticinjections@gmail.com

519-500-6909
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR C

Jacks’ season comes to an end 
as they’re swept from playoffs
Another pair of weekend losses sees Paris Mounties take the opening-round series in four straight

FAISAL ALI

GALEA |  12

OPEN
COUNTRY

Valentine’s 
advice for 
desperate 
people

NOW THAT THE SMOKY 
haze of scented candles 
lit on Valentine’s Day has 
cleared, I think we can all 
look inwards and realize 
that, once again, we have 
learned valuable lessons 
in terms of what our better 
half wants.

Fair warning – that’s 
what this column is about. 

I realize that some of you 
might be thinking I’m not 
the best person to dispense 
advice on this – after all, 
I’m the same guy who sug-
gested in previous years 
that there’s nothing a non-
angling woman would love 
better than an intimate 
evening in a romantic ice 
hut.  

Well, in my defense, how 
was I supposed to know 
that women (the non-an-
gling kind) think time in a 
quiet ice hut is, and I quote, 
“grounds for divorce”?  

This, I think we can all 
agree, is actually coun-
terintuitive. Heck, you 
would assume that the 
mere thought of their man 
heating a sumptuous six-
course meal (five of which 
feature baked beans and 
beef jerky) on a camp stove 
with one hand, while ten-
derly baiting her hook with 
another, would be enough 
to rekindle the romance in 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

DROPPING A PAIR OF 
games last weekend, the 
Wellesley Applejacks found 
themselves swept out of 
the playoffs by the Paris 
Mounties, who won the 
best-of-seven series in four 
straight.

It was a disappointing 
first-round exit from the 
PJHL playoffs.

Penalty trouble was to 
blame in their first match-
up on Saturday in Paris. 
The game was a close one 
heading into the final 
period when some antics 
landed the Jacks in the box 
and a whole lot of pain via 
a 10-4 final score.

Following up with a Sun-
day matinee at home, the 
Jacks were sluggish from 
the get-go, dropping a 6-2 
decision and ending their 
season on a unsatisfactory 
note.

“It’s kind of unfortunate 
here. You know, we had 
high hopes for the season 
and we thought we’d have a 
good playoff here but that’s 
hockey,” said head coach 
Brad Gerber.

“It just goes to show that 
the league we’re in, it’s a 
very tough league and any 
team can beat any team, 
and we ran into a good 
team. Paris is a very good 
team, they deserved every-
thing they got.”

Already up 2-0 in the 
series heading in Satur-
day’s game, Paris claimed 
a decisive lead, potting the 
first two goals of the match 
midway through the first 
frame, setting them at a 

comfortable 2-0 when the 
buzzer rang.

Wellesley retaliated 11:29 
into the second, with Alex 
Uttley (Zach Ribeiro, Spen-
cer Brick) putting the Jacks 
up on the board. It was 2-1, 
but moments later Paris 
potted back-to-back goals, 
extending the lead to 4-1.

The Jacks rallied, how-
ever, and at 13:50, Reade 
MacInnis found the back 
of net on the power play, 
with Uttley this time lend-
ing the assist. At 15:03, 
Tomas Azzano came in for 
one more, with Uttley once 
again providing the set-up. 
It was 4-3 when both teams 
headed into intermission, 
and the Jacks were back in 

Applejack Ryan Sparkes, going in for the kill at Sunday’s playoff game in Wellesley against the Paris Mounties. Wellesley fell 6-2, allowing Paris to sweep the series. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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the game.
But the final frame 

proved to be a disaster for 
the Wellesley team. Paris 
potted their fifth goal of 
the match a minute in, and 
then another at 5 minutes. 
Uttley, now the Jacks ace-
in-the-hole, came in with 
an unassisted goal at 10:42, 
making it 6-4.

A victory was within 
reach, but the Jacks were 
racking up the penalties 
and losing valuable players 
to the box. Forwards Ryan 
Sparkes and Mackenzie 
Aiken were slammed with 
10- and four-minute infrac-
tions, respectively; Shaun 
Pickering, the Jacks’ top 
goal scorer in the regular 

season, was hit with his 
second misconduct of 
the match and ejected off 
the ice with 10 minutes of 
game-time left. MacInnis, 
who scored the team’s sec-
ond goal, was also lost for 
the final 10 minutes of the 
game.

“Saturday’s game, it was 
a close game all the way 
through,” noted Gerber. 
“I think it was 4-3 going 
into the third period for 
Paris, and yeah we got into 
penalty trouble. You know, 
it’s tough. We’re down two 
games going into that game 
and you don’t get some 
of the calls, and some of 
the players, they get frus-
trated.”

With their star lineup 
all but absent, the Jacks 
just couldn’t generate the 
momentum to keep going. 
Paris scored three more 
power plays and a short-
handed goal in the final 
half of the frame, ending 
the game in a massive 10-4 
defeat for the Applejacks.

“Yeah, we ran into pen-
alty trouble Saturday and 
that was the difference, for 
sure,” said Gerber. “You’ve 
got to stay disciplined, but 
it is very tough for anybody 
to do for sure.”

Power plays for Paris 
were 3-14, while Welles-
ley was only 1-5. Over the 

JACKS | 13
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any relationship. Yet, I can 
attest it does not. 

I know this now. Dear 
Lord do I know it.

This year, however, I 
finally hit the jackpot and 
discovered the perfect 
Valentine’s Day gift for the 
woman who has every-
thing.

Unfortunately, by the 
time you read this, it will 
probably be too late – un-
less you happen to be one 
of those lucky fellows who 
forgot about Valentine’s 
Day. Nevertheless, I’ll di-
vulge my secret anyway 

so that next year you are 
ready.

First, tell her early (basi-
cally any time between 4 
and 4:30 a.m.) on the big 
day that you are going to 
take her out for a magical 
evening. This builds up the 
anticipation. Then, wait 
for the nervous excitement 
to build before you let her 
in on the fact that you are 
going to take her out for a 
night under the open stars, 
jigging for walleye. 

A little too romantic you 
say? Ha! Just wait ’til you 
mention that, this year, 
you’re going to let her oper-
ate your hand auger too! 

Honestly, I have never seen 
my better half get more 
emotional. She was actu-
ally shaking with excite-
ment. At one point, I even 
noticed her looking to the 
heavens and whispering, 
“What have I done to de-
serve this?”

It’s too bad she suddenly 
came down with “a severe 
bout of malaria” or we 
would have had the most 
romantic evening ever – 

what with all the huddling 
together we would have 
had to do because of the 
wind-chill.

Sadly, we had to settle for 
option number two, which 
was ordering in take-out 
food, sipping wine and 
watching television shows 
that made a guy wish he 
was alone in an isolated ice 
hut. There were the tradi-
tional foot rubs too – but 
that ended abruptly when 

she asked me to rub my 
feet in another room.

The point here is that we 
didn’t have as good a Val-
entine’s Day as we might 
have had, thanks to the ma-
laria and all.  Nevertheless, 
my sweetheart seemed to 
perk up, and even make a 
mild recovery, every time I 
mentioned that if I had my 
way we would have been 
huddling together on the 
frozen lake while jigging 

for walleye right at that 
very moment. Yes, just the 
thought of this romantic 
gesture seemed to warm 
her heart. 

The good news is, I no 
longer have to think of 
what we’re going to do next 
Valentine’s and, if the fish-
ing is good, the next few 
after that.  

Provided, of course, she 
gets that malaria under 
control.

GALEA: Surefire tips for making it the most romantic Valentine’s Day ever ... probably
FROM | 11
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WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: AE
Feb 07 vs Flamborough 
sabres
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Matthew Kochut (3), 
Colton Sinclair
Assists: Drew Snyder 
(2), Wyatt Garan, Boston 
Esbaugh, Grayson Kelly

Novice: LL#1
Feb 10 vs Twin Center 
Hericanes LL2
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Arabelle Weiss (2), 
Lauryn Kidd
Assists: Rachel 
Heckendorn, Rowyn 
McDowell

Novice: LL #1
Feb 10 vs Plattsvilee 
Rage #2
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Oliver Horn
Assists: Ronan Doherty, 
Tyler Bauman

Novice: LL #1
Feb 12 vs Ayr Flames 3
Home: 6  Visitor: 2
Goals: Ryder Bauman, Tyler 
Bauman, William Krubally, 
Josh Wraight (3)
Assists: Tyler Bauman, 
Wade Holland, Josh 
Wraight

Atom: MAJOR A
Feb 06 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies
Home: 3  Visitor: 4
Goals: Josh Carson (2), 
Danny Schaefer
Assists: Riley Dettweiler, 
Ethan Burkholder, Evan 
Woods

Atom: MAJOR A
Feb 09 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Connor Goebel, 
Keaten Kidd, Owen 
Weppler
Assists: Josh Carson, 
Carson Staken

Atom: MAJOR A
Feb 10 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Evan Woods
Assists: Josh Carson

Atom: MAJOR A
Feb 11 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies
Home: 4  Visitor: 3
Goals: Connor Goebel, 
Keaten Kidd, Josh Carson, 
Evan Woods

THE SCORE

Assists: Evan Woods, 
Connor Goebel, Danny 
Schaefer

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Feb 07 vs Centre 
Wellington
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Drew Birmingham, 
Ryan Brubacher
Assists: Ryan Brubacher, 
Parker Alles, Ethan Martin

PeeWee: LL#2
Feb 09 vs Embro
Home: 2  Visitor: 2
Goals: Daniel Kochut, 
Tucker Armstrong
Assists: Katie Brubacher

PeeWee: LL#2
Feb 10 vs Twin Centre
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Gabriel Hicknell, 
Daniel Kochut
Assists: Andrew Palmer, 
Jackson Smith, Tanner 
Armstrong, Tucker 
Armstrong

Bantam: AE
Feb 10 vs Flamborough 
Sabres
Home: 5  Visitor: 3
Goals: Cole Slade (3), 
Patrick Perry, Zack Bender
Assists: Nolan Williamson, 
Griffin Goodfellow, Colton 
Schmitt, Lucas Radler (2)

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: LL#2
Feb 10 vs Kitchener Jr. 
Rangers (White)
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Leah Hunter, Elle 
Schwindt
Assists: Brinley Fitzgerald, 
Tatiana Kocan, Loxley 
Walsh
Shutouts: Elle English

Novice: LL#2
Feb 11 vs Guelph Jr. 
Gryphons (Yellow)
Home: 0  Visitor: 1

Novice: B
Feb 11 vs Waterloo Ravens
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Sophia Metzger, 
Katelyn Snider, Maya Slot, 
Emma McCoubrey
Assists: Maya Slot (2), 
Katelyn Snider

Atom: LL
Feb 03 vs West Oxford 
Inferno
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Hailey Meuller
Assists: Kelly Grant

Atom: LL
Feb 04 vs Ayr Rockets #1
Home: 1  Visitor: 3
Goals: Maggie Ropp

Atom: B
Feb 11 vs Brantford
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Brooklyn Kroetsch, 
Autumn Sabila
Assists: Ella Hicks

Bantam: B
Feb 07 vs Ayr Rockets
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Kate Ratcliffe

Bantam: B
Feb 01 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers
Home: 1  Visitor: 3
Goals: Braelyn MacPherson
Assists: Maggie Sabean

Bantam: B
Feb 03 vs Mount Forest 
Rams
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Braelyn MacPherson, 
Maggie Sabean
Assists: Maggie Sabean, 
Makenna McLaughlin, Faith 
Katsube

Bantam: B
Feb 10 vs Wilmot 

Wolverines
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Avery Durrer, 
Braelyn MacPherson
Assists: Megan Pickett, 
Maggie Sabean

TOURNAMENT

PeeWee: BB # 7100
Feb 02 vs oakville hornets
Home: 7  Visitor: 0
Goals: Chloe Hislop, Amy 
Dueck (4), Maddie Martin, 
Ayla Brubacher
Assists: Eadyn Meier 
(2), Keely Franklin, Ayla 
Brubacher (2), Paige 
Woods (2), Amy Dueck (2), 
Chloe Hislop, Kayla Shantz
Shutouts: Gwyneth Martin

PeeWee: BB 7100
Feb 02 vs Etobicoke 
Dolphins
Home: 7  Visitor: 0
Goals: Maddie Martin, 
Amy Dueck, Eadyn Meier 
(2), Paige Woods,Chloe 
Hislop,Keely Franklin
Assists: Kayla Shantz, 
Maddi Martin (3), Chloe 
Hislop, Clair Jacklin
Shutouts: Gwyneth Martin

PeeWee: BB 7100
Feb 03 vs Leaside Wildcats
Home: 0  Visitor: 3

PeeWee: BB 7100
Feb 03 vs Whitby Wolves
Home: 6  Visitor: 1
Goals: Amy Dueck,Eadyn 
Meier (3), Chloe Hislop, 
Claire Jacklin
Assists: Brooke Rempel 
(2), Chloe Hislop (2),Claire 
Jacklin,Maddie Martin (2), 
Kayla Shantz, Eadyn Meier, 
Ayla Brubacher, Paige 
Woods

PeeWee: BB 7100
Feb 04 vs Woodstock 
Widcats
Home: 7  Visitor: 1
Goals: Eadyn Meier (2), 
Clair Jacklin, Chloe Hislop 
(2), Paige Woods, Amy 
Dueck
Assists: Maddie Martin (2), 
Chloe Hislop (2),Brooke 
Rempel (3) Eadyn Meier, 
Tianna Bender, Kaitlyn 
Hyatt

PeeWee: BB 7100
Feb 04 vs Barrie Sharks
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Paige Woods, Keely 
Franklin
Assists: Ayla Brubacher, 
Kaitlyn Hyatt, Taylor 
Schmitt
Shutouts: Gwyneth Martin

WATERLOO 
WOLVES

Atom: MAJOR
Feb 10 vs Kitchener 
Rangers
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Isaac Cruickshank

Atom: AE
Feb 06 vs Caledonia
Home: 3  Visitor: 5
Goals: Tegan Egli, Josh 
Dienesch, Hayden 
Doerbecker
Assists: Peyton Ohlhausen, 
Hunter Bender, Keenan 
Wilker, Waiden Nicholls

Atom: AE
Feb 08 vs Caledonia
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Peyton Ohlhausen
Assists: Waiden Nicholls, 
Hayden Doerbecker

Atom: AE
Feb 12 vs Tavistock
Home: 7  Visitor: 6
Goals: Blake Frede (2), 
Hunter Bender (2), Keenan 
Wilker, Tegan Egli, Peyton 
Ohlhausen
Assists: Keenan Wilker 
(2), Reid Gerber, Brooklyn 
Butler, Blake Frede, Peyton 
Ohlhausen, Hunter Bender, 
Bella Blackstock

AN UNBE-LEAF-ABLE GOOD TIME

Bevis Knoll, a resident at an Elmira District Community Living assisted living home, got the thrill of a lifetime last weekend 
by attending a hockey game at the Air Canada Centre courtesy of Maple Leafs Sports & Entertainment. A lifelong fan 
of the Maple Leafs who rarely misses a game – she prints off the season schedule as soon as it comes out and makes 
sure everybody knows when they’re playing, who they are playing and what time the game is on, reports EDCL’s James 
Oosterhuis – she had never attended a game. Until Saturday that is, when the MLSE sent her a pair of accessible tickets. Then 
Carlton the Bear, the Leafs’ mascot, made a special delivery during the game to provide her with a custom jersey with her 
name on it. [SUBMITTED]
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We are also offering $10.00 OFF all In 
Studio Organic Tans & Lash Fills when a 

Facial is booked with Peachy Keen.

FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH

25 Industrial Drive Unit 1C
www.peachykeenstudio.ca

10% OFF
FACIALS! Anti-Aging | Hydrating | Purifying 

Soothing & Detoxifying

TYPES OF FACIALS WE OFFER:

Book a facial today!  519.210.0511

all

HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Kings drop 4-2 decision to Stratford
With season winding down, Elmira has its sights set on locking down a third-place finish heading into playoffs

game, the Applejacks had 
racked up 78 minutes of 
box time on 21 infractions, 
compared with the Mount-
ies’ 20 minutes on six 
infractions. Shots on goal, 
meanwhile, were 31 for 
the Jacks versus 50 for the 
Mounties; the final frame 
saw the biggest difference 
with Wellesley taking only 
5 shots on net while re-
ceiving 18.

The Applejacks left Paris 
in a sour state. With one fi-
nal chance at redemption 
Sunday, the pressure was 
on, yet the team couldn’t 

generate the momentum 
it needed. Ultimately, the 
Jacks fell to the Mount-
ies for the fourth straight 
time, 6-2, cutting short 
their bid for the Shmalz 
Cup.

The game got off to a 
good start with Wellesley’s 
Trent Lamarche (Alex 
Uttley, Nathan Smith) 
drawing first blood on the 
power play, five minutes 
in. However, less than a 
minute later the Mounties 
knotted the game back up, 
and then scored again on 
the power play at 11:33.

The Jacks were 2-1 in the 
hole at the start of the sec-

ond frame, which turned 
into 3-1 when the Mounties 
scored the lone goal on the 
power play at 6:23.

Entering into the final 
stanza, the Mounties 
scored twice more with 
two power play markers at 
6:50 and 8:18. Applejack 
Nick Mercier responded at 
10:20, with Kyle Soper and 
Shaun Pickering picking 
up the assist.

Now 5-2, the Jacks need-
ed some extra enforcers on 
the ice to make it a close 
game. They pulled net-
minder Ryan Hergott for 

JACKS: Penalty trouble the real clincher, as team quickly found itself in an unrecoverable hole
FROM | 11

Shaun Pickering, Ryan Hergott, Spencer Brick, Nick Mercier, Alex Uttley and Brady Gerber after Sunday’s game. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
JACKS | 22

THE SUGAR KINGS 
PLAYED host Sunday eve-
ning to the Stratford War-
riors in their lone game 
of the week, but despite 
the home-barn advantage 
ultimately fell flat in a 4-2 
decision.

The game began on an 
even footing, with neither 
side able to make a dent in 
the other’s defences for the 
first 20 minutes. The Sugar 
Kings were on the offen-
sive in those first minutes, 
earning three power plays 
while offering none in 
return, and out-shooting 
Stratford 14-5. Despite the 
push, the scoreboard re-
mained at a stubborn 0-0 
as both teams headed into 
intermission.

Things got heated in the 
second, though not in a 
good way at first as 40 sec-
onds from the puck drop 
Stratford found the back 
of the net. At 5:36, they 
doubled down on their 
lead with a second bottle 
knocker.

The score was 2-0 in 
the Warriors favour, but 
the game took a dramatic 
left turn when the visitors 
were slapped with a five 
minute penalty at 9:20. 
Now holding on to the man 
advantage, the Kings were 

FAISAL ALI able to swing the game 
back to the middle with 
two power play markers. 
Ty Biles (Matt MacKay, 
Damian Figueira) put the 
Kings up on the board at 
11:08, and then Jeremey 
Goodwin (Ethan Wiseman, 
Tyler Mazzocato) tied it up 
at 13:39.

The two teams were now 
neck-and-neck with just 
under half the game to go. 
The Kings slipped up, how-
ever, when Stratford’s Jack 
Scanlan came in for an un-
assisted goal at 16:02, send-
ing the team’s into their 
second intermission 3-2.

The Kings had 20 more 
minutes to claim the lead, 
or at least claw back their 
tie, but the bounces just 
weren’t coming. The pen-
alties were few and far 
between, but the Kings 
were down a man when 
the Stratford Warriors 
scored the final goal of 
the evening at 9:08 on the 
power play. Despite a fierce 
rally from the Kings, they 
couldn’t bridge the gap be-
tween them, and the game 
ended in a 4-2 defeat.

“They’re a good team 
and they were opportunis-
tic, I would say,” said head 
coach Trent Brown. “We 
didn’t make life very dif-
ficult for them on their first 
three goals. I mean the guy 

had a break away, he had a, 
you know, it was just odd-
man rush after odd-man 
rush that they were able to 
capitalize on, and we didn’t 
defend very well and make 
life difficult for them.”

It was never going to 
be easy playing the War-
riors, who are the current 
second-place team in the 
Midwestern Conference, 
but the Kings played a dis-
ciplined game. In power 
plays, the Sugar Kings were 
2-8, while the Warriors 
went only 1-5. For shots 
on net, the Kings actually 
outdid the Warriors with 
39 versus 33, though ulti-
mately they couldn’t make 

them stick.
“We gave them a lot of 

their opportunities early. I 
mean credit to them, they 
capitalized on that. But 
that’s something we need 
to do better at,” said Brown.

It was a light week for the 
Kings, as the Elmira team 
played a single game on 
Sunday after an eight day 
break from the previous 
Saturday. This Family Day 
weekend, however, more 
than makes up for it as the 
Elmira team will be taking 
on three formidable op-
ponents.

First on Friday, the Kings 
will head to Listowel for a 
7:30 p.m. game against the 

first-place Cyclones. The 
Kings return home Sunday 
for a matinee with Guelph, 
followed by another after-
noon game at home against 
Waterloo. The puck drop 
for both home games is at 
2 p.m.

“Friday, the game is 
going to be very tough, 
very challenging, against 
Listowel there. They’re a 
very good team, very deep 
team,” noted Brown.

“Then we have Sunday 
at home against Guelph 
which is, you know, we’re 
talking about moving into 
the playoffs and playing 
the right way, that’s a game 
we need to win as well.”

With just five games left 
in regular season, the Kings 
will have to rack up some 
serious wins if they hope 
to climb in the rankings 
come playoffs. The team is 
currently sitting in fourth-
place (25-20), comfortably 
ahead of Kitchener (21-22-1-
2), and just a hair’s breadth 
behind third-place Water-
loo (24-16-1-3).

The Kings and Waterloo 
Siskins have two more 
games to play against one 
another, and the outcome 
might very well determine 
which team claims ulti-
mately claims the third-
place spot.

“We have to win against 
Waterloo, we’re fighting for 
that spot,” said Brown. “So 
you know, it’ll be a chal-
lenge for the guys, but the 
other team’s got to play the 
game too. So it’s a matter of 
who’s going to prepare best 
and who’s going to execute 
the best.”

Besides that, the Kings 
will also be holding an au-
tograph signing from 11 to 
11:45 a.m. before Monday’s 
game at the arena.

“So they’ll be there with 
their jerseys on and they’ll 
have pens and papers 
handy. All the people who 
want some autographs can 
meet and greet the play-
ers,” said Brown.

Jeremey Goodwin sweeps the puck into the net with some expert stick-handling at Sunday’s home game against the Stratford Warriors. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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Ten Thousand Villages shutters 
nine locations, St. Jacobs included 

YOU NEVER KNOW FROM 
where the next global trend 
is going to emerge. But 
here’s an agricultural direc-
tion that one progressive 
and rapidly growing Dutch 
machinery company thinks 
farmers and others will em-
brace: that is, keep it bril-
liant, and keep it simple.

Agrifac Machinery, based 
in lovely Steenwijk, about 
two hours by train from 
Amsterdam, rolled out the 
approach last week at the 
grand opening of its new 
state-of-the-art manufac-
turing plant there. I was a 
guest speaker, focussed on 
the media’s role in knowl-
edge mobilization. 

Like the other 400 par-
ticipants, I saw the slogan 
Brilliant Simple often re-
peated.

It struck me as curious. 
Why would one of the 
world’s most high-tech 
farm machinery compa-
nies, known for its massive, 
ultra-modern self-pro-
pelled sprayers, associate 
the term “simple” with its 
technology?

CEO Peter Millenaar 
stepped up to the micro-
phone to explain. 

The way he sees it, in 
farming, there’s no time 
for anything to be compli-
cated. Today’s most ad-
vanced or “brilliant” farm 
technology must be intui-
tive and efficient for those 
who use it. 

Here’s another simple 

No time for 
problems 
in farming

ROBERTS | 15

MCC organization cites changing market conditions, shift to online shopping as rationale

MCC | 15

FAISAL ALI

The Ten Thousand Villages shop in St. Jacobs is one of nine slated to be closed as MCC reviews the profitability of its retail outlets. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

THE TEN THOUSAND VIL-
LAGES store in St. Jacobs 
will be closing permanent-
ly, part of MCC Canada’s 
decision to close nine loca-
tions due to changes in the 
retail market.

The move comes after 
the Mennonite Central 
Committee reviewed the 
profitability of its stores 
across the country.

“Retail’s a challenging 
market right now, and we 
have experienced across 
our store network a de-
crease in traffic,” Holly 
deGraaf, CEO of Ten Thou-
sand Villages, told The Ob-
server. “So that has result-
ed in us needing to make 
some decisions quickly 
about closing unprofitable 
stores, and St. Jacobs was 
one of the stores identified 
as needing to be closed.”

The store in St. Jacobs 
employs one person full-
time and four hourly work-
ers, while a total of 35 peo-
ple will lose their positions 
across all the store closures 
(excluding two stores that 
are run independently). 

“We recognize the 
impact of these dif-
ficult decisions on 
many individuals 
who work for and 
support the mis-
sion of Ten Thou-
sand Villages,” said Rick 
Cober Bauman, executive 
director for MCC Canada, in 
a media statement.

Greater focus will be 
placed on the remaining 
25 brick-and-mortar loca-

tions, to drive up sales and 
“streamline operations.” 
The company also said it 
would be giving emphasis 

to the company’s whole-
sale and e-commerce 

channels.
“We have com-

municated this 
news to all Ten 

Thousand Villages 
staff, and our prior-

ity will be to work out 
these closures with respect 
for our staff, volunteers 
and the communities they 
serve, as well as our artisan 
partners,” said deGraaf ear-
lier in the statement.

In her interview with the 
Observer, deGraaf elabo-
rated on the challenges.

“I think today’s consum-
er is changing, and there’s 
a shift in how people shop. 
So, definitely, online is a 
big opportunity for growth 
and it’s an area where we 
will focus,” she said.

“We won’t back away 
from brick-and-mortar all 
together, but we need to 
figure out how to shift with 
that changing marketplace. 
I think that you’ll find a lot 
more people shopping on-
line, and this is part of our 
response.”

Certainly, there has been 
a shift from traditional re-
tailing to online shopping, 
and Ten Thousand Villages 
has been far from the only 
casualty of the change. 
Even the giants in the re-
tailing space have suffered 
store closures and declin-
ing sales. Sears Canada was 
perhaps the most promi-
nent of last year, but there 
was also the likes of Target, 
while Zellers and Hudson 
Bay Co. have seen store clo-
sures as well.

The Ten Thousand Vil-
lages chain was founded 
in 1946 by the MCC as a 

means to support small 
artisans, co-ops and work-
shops, and to bring their 
crafts to consumers. The 
company says it is the old-
est and largest fair-trade 
organization in North 
America, with locations in 
both Canada and the U.S.

As a fair-trade organiza-
tion, the Ten Thousand Vil-
lages is committed to the 
principles set out by the 
World Fair Trade Organiza-
tion. The company spe-
cifically works at poverty 
alleviation by trading fairly 
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Promo Code
NSP-WNTD-WOOB

We’re looking for people like you, who may be 
experiencing di�culty hearing in noisy environments to 
evaluate a remarkable new digital hearing aid[1] and a 
rehabilitative process that could be the solution to your 
di�culties. There’s no cost or obligation to participate!

Call us toll-free today to see if you qualify for this Field Test. 
Potential candidates will be given a FREE hearing test to 
determine their candidacy. This latest digital technology 

solves the biggest challenge for hearing aid wearers – hearing well in noisy environments.

Nobody will notice it because of its minute size, fitting snugly and comfortably just behind 
the ear. Everything works automatically, so you can get back to enjoying your relationships, 
rather than thinking about your hearing.

NOW
Enrolling

Actual Size

2cm

WANTED
30 PEOPLE WITH HEARING LOSS

Qualified Participants Needed for Technology Field Test

Apply Today - The selection process ends on March 29th 2018.

Call a local clinic below or book your appointment online at: 
HearingLife.ca/Wanted

* O�er valid until March 29th, 2018 and is subject to change without notice. Hearing tests are provided free of charge for 
adults ages 18 and older. Candidates must be private sale, or eligible for ADP or AADL. Some conditions 
may apply. Please see clinic for details. O�er not valid in Quebec. {1} https://www.oticon.ca/solutions/opn

NIHB, VAC and Worker’s Compensation Provider

TRUSTED PARTNER OF

Formerly

 Belmore, Linwood, 
Millbank, Milverton    

Special Clinic Days Available  
Call Jory at  

1-888-286-0912

 Fergus     
100 McQueen Boulevard 

Call Kinsi at   
1-888-283-2026

 Kitchener - Fairway    
500 Fairway Road South 

Call Ashley at  
1-888-286-0054

 Cambridge  
Hespeler    

1 Hespeler Road  
Call Jennifer at  
1-888-283-1304

 Guelph    
2-690 Woolwich Street 

Call Erin at  
1-888-283-2864

 Listowel   
1195 Wallace Avenue North 

 Call Hope at  
1-888-286-0912

 Cambridge  
St. Andrews     

190 St. Andrews Street  
Call Rhonda at  
1-888-283-1309

 Kitchener     
558 Belmont Avenue West  

Call Rachel at  
1-888-285-9956

 Stratford    
295 Huron Street 

Call Barb at  
1-888-286-0957

 Waterloo     
304-99 Northfield Drive East 

 Call Ralinda at  
1-888-288-5713

fact. Globally, we need 
more food, because we 
have more people. 

However, no matter how 
many people we have, farm 
labour shortage is a chronic 
problem. Hardly anyone 
wants to do manual work.

So farmers need mecha-
nization to operate at 
increasingly higher levels, 
and operate with relative 
ease. There’s less time than 
ever for unravelling mys-
teries that shouldn’t exist 
in the first place – such as, 
how do you make this piece 
of machinery run?

And still one more plus 
for simple technology is 
how it can help enhance 
farmers’ quality of life.

We know that other pro-
fessions – veterinarians, for 
example – are pushing back 
at working unreasonably 
hard. And while that’s a 
subjective measure, there’s 
no question farming is a de-
manding profession. Even 
though it’s made easier 
through automation, farm-
ers struggle with health 
issues, particularly mental 
wellness. They don’t need 
anything else, like incom-

prehensible new technol-
ogy, to add to their burden. 

Agrifac’s simple-is-better 
mantra is reflected in new 
features in its machinery’s 
cabs. These include easy-
to-use multi-capability 
joysticks and consoles, 
field monitors with un-
precedented clarity, and 
precision sprayer systems 
with cameras that can spot 
individual weeds when the 
machine is in motion in the 
field. 

As it approaches those 
weeds, nozzles are acti-
vated so herbicides are ap-
plied only on those weeds, 
instead of blanketing the 
entire field. Millenaar 
likens that selectivity to 
sick humans – when ill-
ness strikes, only the ill in 
the population need to be 
treated, rather than every-
one. Unnecessary treat-
ments are not only costly, 
they can also lead to resis-
tance from herbicides and 
antibiotics. 

So, that’s Brilliant Simple 
in a nutshell. 

Now, I’m wondering if 
farmers can use the same 
approach to explain agri-
culture to an increasingly 
scrutinizing public. On 

top of all the other things 
farmers do, they’re being 
called on more than ever to 
explain how farming works 
and why people should 
trust them. 

Agriculture advances 
from knowledge created 
through research. It begins 
in the field, the lab or the 
factory, where farmers, re-
searchers, technicians and 
others create knowledge. 
Then someone needs to 
put wheels on it. Usually, 
that falls to agronomists or 
advisors, researchers who 
have some communica-
tions savvy, and agricul-
tural media. Media have 
long played a role in mobi-
lizing research findings to 
farmers. 

Who uses that knowl-
edge? Typically, other 
farmers, other research-
ers, business and industry, 
and government. Society 
is the ultimate benefac-
tor. But society needs help 
understanding the process 
that helps ensure farmers 
produce safe, economical, 
wholesome food.

Peter Millenaar is right. 
Keep it simple, and the 
brilliance behind agricul-
ture will shine through.

ROBERTS: Keeping things simple is the key
FROM | 14

MCC: Closures underway since start of month
FROM | 14

with producers, supporting 
good working conditions 
and paying fairly for prod-
ucts. The company sources 
products from more than 
20,000 individual artisans 
from 27 countries to North 
American markets.

“We are deeply con-
cerned about the impact 
on artisans, some of whom 
will have reduced access to 

markets for their products. 
Artisans have been paid in 
full for the goods we have 
purchased from them, in 
keeping with fair trade 
principles,” said Cober 
Bauman.

At the start of the 
month, Ten Thousand Vil-
lages began the process 
of closing down its stores 
in Calgary, Saskatoon, 
St. Jacobs, Stratford and 
Montreal. A store in Le-

thbridge, Alberta, mean-
while, was closed at the 
end of 2017. Two indepen-
dently run stores in Wind-
sor and Red Deer, are also 
scheduled for closure.

“I really would like 
to say thank you to St. 
Jacobs and all to have 
visited us there, and en-
courage them to visit us in 
Waterloo and New Ham-
burg and shop online,” 
said deGraff.

The stores have long promoted fair trade practices in selling artisans’ wares from around the world. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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IT CAN BE DIFFICULT to place 
the genre of Alysha Brilla’s Juno 
nominated album Rooted. The 
music is marked with a colourful 
mélange of sounds and influenc-
es that wend their way through 
the songs – the distinct signa-
tures of its players. But there, 
amongst the bunch, keeping the 
beat and carrying the rhythms 
forward, is the contributions of 
drummer Adam Bowman.

For the former Elmira resi-
dent, who was born in Listowel 
and attended EDSS, this is the 
third album he has played on 
that has been nominated for the 
prestigious Juno. In 2014, it was 
Womyn, another Brilla record, 
and Eccodek’s Singing in Tongues. 
This year’s Rooted album is being 
nominated for the Adult Contem-
porary Album of the Year award.

“It feels good. It always feels 
nice to have your work acknowl-
edged,” said Bowman of the 
nomination. “A career in the arts 
can sometimes have its chal-
lenges. It’s not always the easi-
est thing and sometimes these 
little acknowledgements or 
encouragements are the things 
that help you keep going.”

This is also the third Brilla 
album that Bowman has worked 
on and, he says, might be his fa-
vourite. 

“I feel like it really captures the 
spirit of what we do live really 
well on the album,” he said.

The music is definitely more 
than the sum of its parts as each 
musician injects his or her style 
into the mix.

“The genre thing has just be-
come so difficult. There’s so much 
cross-pollination happening with 
people’s influences,” he said.

“Allison Young, who plays on 
the record, is probably one of 
the most in-demand jazz saxo-
phonists in Canada right now. 

So she’s definitely going to come 
from a very jazz-orientated 
place. Whereas someone like 
Chris [Rouse] has been a main-
stay in R&B and soul and funk in 
Canada for many years so that’s 
where he comes from. And, you 
know, Alysha’s influences range 
from Amy Winehouse to reggae 
artists, and classic soul singers.”

As for Bowman, he brings his 
own range. There’s the sounds of 
the American Motown, R&B and 
soul music he grew up on, the 
likes of Michael Jackson, Prince 
and Stevie Wonder. When he at-
tended Humber College later in 
life, he got into a jazz-focused 
program, and suddenly it was 
Miles Davis and Bill Evans who 
became his proverbial teachers. 
But, as a session percussionist, 
Bowman is a bit of a nomad in 
the music scene, flitting from 
band to band and style to style as 
the demand arises.

“It’s been a bit of an interest-
ing thing where these influ-
ences sort of get added on as 
the journey rolls along. And 
then being a session musician. 
that’s kind of handy to have that 
library of influences and sort of 
spices and tastes and flavours to 
draw on when it comes time to 
play a record,” he noted.

“But what [Rooted] does 
sound like to me is it’s like the 
soundtrack of summer fes-
tivals,” he laughed. “It 
sounds like a summer 
festival on record.”

Bowman has 
been active on 
the Canadian 
music season 
for years, 
sharing the 
stage with 
some 
of the 
coun-
try’s 
pre-

miere artists. Brilla is a major 
one, and with her album now up 
for a Juno and summer festival 
season around the corner, Bow-
man anticipates spending a lot 
more time on the road touring.

But that’s just the tip of it. Bow-
man provided his talents on Elise 
LeGrow’s newest album, Playing 
Chess, which drops this week, 
meaning “all eyes are on her as 
well.” Besides that, he’s done 
collaborations with the likes of 
Jason Raso, the Canadian bassist 
and composer, on a jazz-fusion 
project Live at the Jazz Room. The 
Raso record came out late last 
year, meaning it’ll be in high de-
mand at the local jazz festivals.

But that’s still a few 
months away. In 
the meantime, 
in between 
recording ses-
sions and live 
shows, Bow-
man runs 
his own 
group-
drumming 
classes 
in Guelph, 
which he cur-
rently calls 
home. “Funk-
bucket”  is 

more than just a name, as the 
classes are all about drumming 
on buckets. No prior musical 
skills are needed, just a willing-
ness to get involved and have fun.

“It’s been great,” said Bow-
man. “We’ve got about 25 brave 
souls that have signed up to be 
the first ones and we’re adding 
new folks every week. They’re 
actually developing drum tech-
nique, rhythm reading skills – 
we’re preparing pieces of music 
that have actually been written 
for the bucket – improvisational 
skills.”

Bowman explains he was mo-
tivated to create the class based 
off the workshops he would 

sometimes offer 
at festivals and 

at schools. He’d 
do these one 

off bucket 
drum-

ming 
experi-
ences, 

and 
decided 

he wanted 
to make it a 
regular event.

“So, yeah, 

THE ARTS
MUSIC / DRUMMING UP ACCOLADES 

Can’t beat the feeling of peer recognition
Former Elmira drummer Adam Bowman’s talents on display as part of a third Juno-nominated album

{ }{Sen•ager 
 (n. a senior who feels like a teenager)

Reignite your youthful spirit and that  unforgettable smile. Fill  
your calendar  with laughter, new adventures, and  delight in  
time spent with family and  new friends.

 At The Westhill, we are all young at heart. 

Join us Sunday, March 4th for our Maplefest Open House from 1 - 3 pm. 
Enjoy maple inspired treats, vendors, live entertainment, and tours!

519.725.0525 Westhill.Sifton.com

FAISAL ALI the Funkbucket thing has been 
a lot of fun as well. I feel really 
lucky, every day is just another 
musical adventure of one way, 
shape or form,” he said.

But perhaps the biggest ex-
citement in Bowman’s life is not 
the music right now, but being 
a father.

“I got married last year, and 
my wife and I are expecting 
our first baby ... so that’s excit-
ing. That also sort of reframes 
the concept of excitement, you 
know?” he added with a laugh.

Both Bowman and his wife 
are artists – he a musician, and 
she a modern dancer – and 
they’ve both seen their fellow 
artists juggle their livelihoods 
with their family lives.

“I’m excited to do the same. To 
raise this little person and show 
them all the wonderful things 
about life and dance and music 
and art and everything has to 
offer,” he said. “It’s a beautiful 
thing this life and there’s an aw-
ful lot to check out.”

To check out Bowman’s mu-
sic, see www.adambowman.
com. Bowman can also be seen 
alongside Elise LeGrow on The 
Morning Show on Global TV 
February 20.

Adam Bowman finds himself in demand to 
provide percussion for a range of musical 

projects. [SUBMITTED / DAWN BOWMAN]
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519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com
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519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

CONTINUED ON 
PAGES 18 & 19
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FIND IT TODAY!
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WELCOME TO THE HOME FOR 
AREA-WIDE AUCTIONS.

FIND OUT ALL ABOUT THE LATEST SALE DATES EVERY WEEK.
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www.observerxtra.com

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. Newly 
refurbished digital dehu-
midifiers, 90 day warranty, 
$95. 519-635-8737.

SPRING SALE AT Country 
Lane Fabrics. Feb. 12 24. 
10% less on all fabrics, 
quilt batts, hosiery, gloves, 
boxed cards, table flex, 
rubber stamps and acces-
sories. Specials at $6.00/
yrd, selected items 1/2 price. 
519-664-0701.

HELP WANTED

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario. Due to 
continued growth, we have an  immediate opening 
for a Poultry Feed Coordinator to provide inside 
sales and support to our poultry producers .

We currently have an opening for:

Poultry Feed Coordinator
This fulltime position will be week days (Monday to 
Friday) and rotating Saturdays.

Responsibilities: 

• Provide inside sales and service support to 
existing customers

• Ensure all paperwork is completed efficiently 
and in a timely manner

• Excellent interpersonal skills in order to work 
with producers, service and delivery staff, as 
well as colleagues 

The successful applicant will have:

• Above average organizational skills ,  basic 
computer skills and willing to learn our Broiler 
& Turkey excel programs.

• Strong oral and written communication skills

• Ability to develop effective work relationships 
with co-workers, and

• Ability to represent the Company positively 
with customers.

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits:

We offer a competitive wage, pension plan and 
group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON      N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted. 

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

AMI Attachments Inc, 
located in Hawkesville, requires a

FULL TIME 

ACCOUNTING ASSOCIATE 
to cover an 18 month maternity leave 

beginning March 15, 2018.

Data entry experience and experience with 
Sage Accpac or other accounting package 

an asset but not required. 

Please send your resume to 

lisa@amiattachments.com
No phone calls or drop ins please.

          Truck & Coach
   Technician

Needed Immediately!
Elmira Truck Service is a modern facility, 

equipped with all necessary tools and truck 
hoists for a healthy ergonomic working 

environment. We are proud of our great work 
environment with a Team effort being displayed 
in a challenging trade. Elmira Truck has diverse 
job opportunity with many different makes of 
trucks and applications in the Transportation 
industry. We offer great wages including half 
hour paid lunch, overtime at 40 hours, and 
shift premiums. R.S.P.s are available after a 

year of employment which are supplemented 
by employer according to years of service. 
Depending on experience a 4 day week is 
available when working from 1:30 P.M. to 

midnights from Monday to Thursday evenings 
this includes a special hourly premium.

Please contact us by dropping 
off a resumé or calling: 

Tel: 519-669-5377 x227
Cell: 519-589-5197 or 

Email: glenng@elmiratruckservice.com

JOURNEYMAN 
SHEET METAL WORKER

Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas 
Fitting, Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air 
Conditioning, Sheet Metal, Plumbing, and High Pressure 
Cleaning Systems. We service agricultural, light 
commercial and residential systems.

 We are currently seeking a motivated individual who is a 
licensed Journeyman Sheet Metal Worker, a team player, 
and able to work with minimal supervision. Qualifications in 
Refrigeration, Plumbing, or Gas Fitting would be an asset 
but not a requirement.

 Tri-Mech offers competitive wages and health benefits.

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of 
application or resume by fax to

519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

URGENT 
THE TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH NEEDS
SPARE SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS

The Township of Woolwich is looking for spare crossing 
guards for Breslau and St. Jacobs. The ideal candidate 
is at least 18 years old and able to work 30 minutes 
before and after school in all types of weather.  All 
training and equipment is provided. This is a paid 
community service position ($21.97/day). Crossing 
Guards are covered under the Township of Woolwich 
insurance program.
We would love to hear from you if you are interested in 
becoming a spare. For more information, please call 
Kathy Fahey in our Enforcement Services Division 
toll-free at 1-877-969-0094 or 519-669-6009. To be 
considered for the position, send your cover letter 
and resume to kfahey@woolwich.ca
The dedication of our School Crossing Guards and 
Spares is the backbone to a safe and successful 
Crossing Guard Program. Please consider joining 
our team!
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FOR SALE HELP WANTED

SALESPERSON REQUIRED
Bauman Manufacturing, a manufacturer and distributor 
of agricultural products and parts, is located in Elmira, 
Ontario. Bauman’s customer base is located throughout 
Canada and the USA. The company’s sales have been 
growing, so there is a need for an additional individual to 
join the sale’s team.

The successful candidate will be responsible for 
maintaining and servicing existing accounts and for 
soliciting new business. Strong organizational skills, an 
attention to detail and time management capabilities 
are vital to this position.

Experience in agricultural sales, parts or service would 
be an asset. The applicant will need to represent the 
company in a professional manner, as travelling to visit 
customers and attending trade shows may be required. 

Bauman Manufacturing offers an excellent work environ-
ment, competitive wages, full time hours and an 
exceptional benefit package.

sales@baumanmfg.com
3 Industrial Drive
Elmira, ON N3B 2S1

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR RESUME TO:

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING DRIVERS
FULL TIME POSITION AVAILABLE

We are currently seeking a Hardworking, Energe�c 
and Professional AZ  Company driver to join our 
team. The individual will operate a Tractor trailer 
with flatbed or van trailer doing LTL from the Local 
area to mul�ple points within Southwestern 
Ontario.

•  All applicants must possess a clean CVOR & 
driver abstract and live in the Dundalk or 
surrounding area.

•  At Enviro-eze our drivers are home every 
night, we have compe��ve wages and 
Company paid benefits.

Please apply in person at: 7201 Line 86, Wallenstein, ON. 
Online at:  www.enviro-eze.come
or send your resumé  and 
drivers abstract to: 
recrui�ng@enviro-eze.com

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

NOW HIRING
Millbank Family Furniture Ltd. has a 

position available for a 
Part Time Sales Representative

�e candidate must have good customer service skills, 
be detail oriented & have an interest in interior design 

/decorating. MUST be able to work some Saturdays.
Apply with resume at: 

Millbank Family Furniture Ltd. 
4082 Waterloo St., Millbank, ON  N0K 1L0 

Fax: 519-595-7107 Email: mffurn@cyg.net
Only suitable candidates will be interviewed.

Elmira Golf Club is looking for Full and Part 
Time staff to join the Turf Maintenance Team 
for the 2018 season. Ideal candidates will 
have a landscaping background, be physically 
fit and take pride in the quality of their work. 
Rotating weekend morning shifts required.

Please send resume to: 
ben.bell@elmiragolfclub.on.ca

We thank all applicants for their interest, yet we will 
only contact those selected for an interview

PAYROLL /  OFFICE PERSON
W. K. Dahms Mfg. Ltd. of St. Jacobs 
requires a Payroll/Office Person. This 
position is responsible for payroll, 
benefits administration, health & safety 
administration, assisting in preparing 
shipping documentation, management 
support and also providing back up for our 
accounts payable person.  The successful 
candidate will possess a strong knowl-
edge of QuickBooks and Microsoft Office 
and be able to work independently while 
exhibiting excellent interpersonal and 
time management skills. The hours are 
Monday-Thursday 9:30am-4:30pm, Friday 
8:30 to noon.  If you feel you are the right 
person for this position, please submit 
your resume, cover letter and salary 
expectations to:

E-mail: cnelson@wkdahms.com
or fax:  519-664-2082

MAPLETON TOWNSHIP  

FARM
FOR SALE

 50 ACRE CORNER FARM
 (LOCATED HALFWAY BETWEEN 

MOOREFIELD & TEVIOTDALE)

                   

- half systematically tiled, balance random

75x66 beef/heifer/veal barn
- recently extensively renovated
- new wiring and electrical
- center drive thru TMR feeding
- outdoor walled concrete manure storage
- lots of hay/straw storage
- 18 x 92 bunk silo, 2 commodity bins

35x60 drive shed with heated shop (older)
- shop has 10x10 OH door and oil furnace heat

5 bedroom, 2 storey family farm house 
- 3 full bathrooms
- propane furnace and wood stove heat
- all windows replaced
- new septic bed in 2007

NOTE: both house and barn have been recently 
renovated and are in “move in” condition!

Receiving offers until March 16, 2018

 

CALL/TEXT   519-503-6980

 

EMAIL   mayrose@mwpol.ca

AUCTION SALE
To be held at the St. Jacob’s Community 
Centre in St. Jacob’s for an area estate 

with additions on:

WEDNESDAY FEB. 21 AT 10:00 AM  
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS AND antiques: 
leather couch and chair; retro chrome table 
and 4 chairs; 5 pc queen size bedroom suite; 
queen bed; dresser; chest of drawers; cedar 
lined armoire; dresser; telephone table; 
rocker; hall table; kitchen table and chairs; 
stereo system and speaker; coffee and end 
tables; French provincial couch and chair; 
dining room suite (table, 4 chairs, 2 door china 
cabinet); Mitsubishi TV; 31 day clock; ship 
clock; mantel clocks; maple single bed chest 
of drawers and night tables; sewing box; 3 
piece double bedroom suite (double bed, 
chest of drawers, dresser); leather chair; 
maple rocking chair; Frigidaire chest freezer; 
plant stands; area rugs; mickey mouse 
phone; 2 – 6 step stair lifts – 6 months old; 
Rubbermaid storage bins; sewing machine; 
quantity of good glass and china; pinwheel 
crystal ; depression; cookware; oil lamps; 
crocks; jugs; cabbage cutter; primitives; 
art glass; silver pieces; artwork; assorted 
chairs; hall table; occasional tables; etc.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: patio furniture; 
umbrella stand; bench; patio storage boxes; 
extension ladder; variety of hand; garden; 
and power tools. 
TERMS: 10% buyers premium, cash, 
cheque, Visa, Mastercard, or debit.

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Sale consisting of Tools, Furniture, 

Antiques, Collectibles
Sale to be held at #7213 Line 86, Wallenstein

SATURDAY, FEB. 24 10:00 A.M.
Tools Bench top drill press, bench grinder, handyman 
jack, scroll saw, socket sets, wrench sets, new air tools, 
folding loading ramps, �oor model tool box, lots of 
good small hand tools, wheel barrows and more. 
Antiques Butter churn, cross cut saws, nail kegs, 
child’s �at to the wall cupboard, Treadle sewing ma-
chine, combination desk unit, Beatty hay fork, Beatty 
wash tub, corn sheller, turnip planter, framed paintings 
and more.
MIsc  iH seed drill ends, clawfoot bath tub, canoe 
book shelf, coin operated mint dispenser, park bench, 
tea wagon, variety of dressers, meat slicer, collector 
spoon cabinet, Ninja blender, die cast toys, air ri�es, 
mantle clocks, sword, machete, horse clock, team of 
horses w covered wagon, garden ornaments, live edge 
heavy bench, live edge coffee table, 2 large live edge 
boards, new mini fridge, freezer, dehumidi�er, BMW 
child’s pedal car, metal kids wagon and much more.

2018 ONTARIO
AUCTIONEERS 
COMPETITION

AUCTION 

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Of�ce: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website:  
www.bowmanauctions.ca 

Auction Sale
CLEARING / ESTATE / AUCTION

DATE: Saturday Feb 24, 2018 @ 10:00am
LOCATION: 5461, Hwy 86, 1km north of Guelph Auto Mall 
(formerly Brubacher Sales Arena)

PREVIEW: Friday Feb 23, 1:00-4:00pm and Sale Day 9:00 am 
Consisting of Furniture, Appliances, Tools, Coin Collection, Vehicle & Tractor

Furniture / Appliances
30" Whirlpool Glass Top electric stove(NEW) // Gas Fireplace Insert // 7&5 CU ft Freezers // 
Frigidaire washer & dryer // 40 GAL GE Gas water Heater // 15 CU ft side by side fridge // 12 
CU ft Danby All Fridge(NEW) // Pine bookcase & cabinets // End tables // Love seat & 
couch//large Metal Bird cage // Area Rugs // Patio Table & Chairs //OAK Double Bed with like 
new Box & Mattress 
Collections
Coin,Toys & Figurines // Various Toys included CTC Trucks etc. // Royal Doulton Figurines & 
other collectables // Coin colletction includes - Stock Certificates//Royal Canadian Mint 
items//German Marks// lot of old rare coins and bank notes
Tools & Misc
Snow Blowers// Grinders //Socket Sets//Weed Eater//Leaf Blower//AC 225 Lincoln Welder// 
Portable heaters // drills // Saws // JACKS // Wheel Chair&Walker // 10HP - 24" Gas snow 
blower // Dayco Snowmoblie Belts // Biltmore Hats(NEW) // Ice Skates
Mini Van
2013 Dodge Grand Caravan c/w STOW & GO, Fully Loaded, 190,000km, Clean and Runs great, 
Selling As Is.
Tractor
1947 Allis Chalmers Model “B” Tractor, Fully Reconditioned, 30HP, Runs & Works great.
Trailer
Small utility Trailer, works well c/w spare tire 

NOTE
THIS WILL BE A FULL SALE WITH LOTS NOT MENTIONED AS NEW 

ITEMS ARRIVING UP TO SALE TIME. CHECK WEBSITE FOR UPDATES.
Terms

Cash and/or Debit. We also accept cheque with proper ID.
No buyer's premium. Any announcements day of sale take precedence over ads
Auctioneer, Auction company or proprietors not responsible for accidents, injury, damage  
or loss of property on sale day.

Kurtz Auctons Inc. / Auctioneer: Brian S Kurtz (519)836-0342
Email: brian@kurtzauctionsinc.com        Web Site: www.kurtzauctionsinc.ca

#1NEWS 
SOURCE

IN THE REGION
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OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

Reist Industries continues to serve the 
Custom Manufacturing & Repair needs of 

the Agricultural, Industrial, Transportation 
& Construction Industries since 1947.

We are seeking a dedicated

Custom 
FABRICATOR /WELDER

to add to our team 
of skilled employees.

• We offer competitive wages 
and bene�ts

Please email resumes to:
EMAIL:breist@reistindustries.com
or Fax to 519-669-3021
or drop off in person at:
100 Union St., Elmira

HELP WANTED

KIWANIS TRANSIT is the Specialized 
Transit Service for Woolwich, Wellesley 

and Wilmot Townships.
This position will be part of a Vehicle 
Cleaning Team for the transit. It is a 
part-time evening/weekend position in 
Elmira that requires skill in manoeuvering 
transit buses (will train). Position involves 
interior and exterior cleaning of buses in our 
large vehicle bay, with an average of 6 to 12 
hours a week depending on the season.

Please send resume to email or address 
noted below by Wednesday, February 28, 

2018. Only applicants successful for an 
interview will be contacted.  

jobs@k-transit.com
Kiwanis Transit, 13 Industrial Dr. Unit #C 

Elmira ON    N3B 2L9

VEHICLE 
CLEANING TEAM

AUCTIONS

37TH ANNUAL HEIFER Relief 
Sale of approx. 100 heifers, 
semen, embryos, and 
related items, to be held 
at the Carson’s Auction 
Facilities, Highway 86, 
in Listowel, for The Men-
nonite Central Committee, 
on Friday, February 16th 
@ 11:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 or  
698-0138. 

FRI. FEB 16 at 11:00 AM 
- Annual Heifer charity 
auction of approx. 100 
heifers and much more 
to be held at Carson Sales 
Arena 5531 Perth County 
Line 86, all proceeds go 
to the Mennonite central 
Committee. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

MON FEB 19 at 12:00 PM -Toy 
Auction of approx 450 toys 
including collector cars; 
american muscle; maisto; 
matchbox; farm toys; 
precision; tractor trailers; 
memorabilia; literature; 
and other collectibles to be 
held at the St. Jacobs Com-
munity Centre in St. Jacobs 
for area collectors. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. FEB 21 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
household effects; furni-
ture; antiques; collectibles; 
and miscellaneous items; 
to be held at the St. Jacobs 
Community Centre in St. 
Jacobs for an area estate 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

HELP WANTED

Entry level position with room to 
advance @ Custom Cabinet Shop, 
Benefits, must enjoy working with 
your hands in fast paced positive 
environment.

Lloyd Scott Enterprises
46 Peel St East Alma, 519-846-5871
office@lloydscottenterprises.com

AUCTIONS

ONTARIO AUCTIONEERS 
COMPETITION. Auctioneers 
from all over Ontario com-
peting, open to the public, 
all are welcome. Selling 
tools, antiques, collect-
ables. Sale to be held at the 
Bowman Auction Centre, 
Wallenstein. #7213 Line 
86 approx. 6 km West of 
Elmira. Saturday, February 
24, 10:00 A.M.

WED. MARCH 7 at 10:00 AM 
-Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; antiques; tools; 
household effects; and 
miscellaneous items to 
be held at the St. Jacob’s 
Community Centre in St. 
Jacob’s for an area estate 
with additions. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS Agricultural Spray 
Lime, 22.5kg. bag; feed 
grade lime, 25kg. Deliv-
ered. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

HORSES

WILL BUY OLD and used 
horses and ponies to go 
direct to plant in Quebec. 
Will buy all types, drug 
form required but will buy 
either way. TOP PRICES 
PAID. Contact Calvin Kuepfer 
for prices at Horizon Trail 
Equine at 519-272-3290.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

BOOKKEEPING & BUSINESS 
Consulting. Experienced 
bookkeeper, I will provide 
reliable, accurate and pro-
fessional bookkeeping and 
consulting services for your 
small to medium size busi-
ness. My rates are reasonable, 
my hours flexible, your office 
or mine. References avail-
able. Please call me, Louise 
Backman, at 807-627-0321 or 
email louisebackman56@
hotmail.com 

FULLTIME SCHEDULER AND 
HUMAN RESOURCES ASSISTANT

Under the supervision of the HR Manager, you 
are responsible for creating and posting 
schedules using our scheduling software, 
filling vacant shifts, employee tracking of; all 
personnel, training requirements, absentee-
ism, etc. and maintaining personnel files. 
Responsible for the general operations and 
support of the Administrative offices.
Hours: Monday through Friday: 11:00 am to 
5:00 pm (30 hours per week)
Start date: March/April 2018
Salary: $20.25 to $21.72 per hour plus benefits
Posting closes: February 26, 2018

Please send resumes to: 
Laurie Thomson 

Human Resources Manager 
118 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira, ON. N3B 2Y9

Fax: 519-669-3444
e-mail: lthomson@elmiraacl.com 

We thank all individuals for their interest only those 
granted an interview will receive a reply.

www.elmiradcl.com

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

OUTDOOR SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

Brands You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

homewindowfashions.ca

Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537
STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

CALL US TODAY! 226-220-1196

FREE ESTIMATES
on any size job

 Drywall & Taping
 Painting
 Flooring Installation

 Trim & Moulding
 Tiling
 Appliance Installation 

and much more

Over 30 Years
Experience

info@martinandmousso.ca  |  www.martinandmousso.ca

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF
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519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

Quality Bedding
Premium 
Softwood

Blown or Pushed Off

We are geared to
meet your timing and
volume requirements

BLENDED TO MEET 
YOUR NEEDS!

Ph: Elmira (519) 669-5219

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca
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REAL ESTATE

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5426Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

CALL US FOR A FREE 
MARKET EVALUATION.

Happy Family Day!

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission is donated 
to The Woolwich Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES 
EXECUTIVE TOWN HOME 
BUNGALOWS
$459,900  Calling Empty Nesters, 
choice of 3 inside units, beautifully 
appointed. Freehold, standards include 
gas fireplace, hardwood in great room, 
maple kitchen w/island, a/c plus much 
more. Here is an opportunity to own in 
Southwood Park Estates, ELMIRA. 
Closing dates starting in March/18. 
Call today for further details.

EXCLUSIVE!

ARE YOU THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING IN 2018? CALL US TODAY AND WE CAN HELP YOU ACHIEVE THIS!

PROPERTY
LISTINGS NEEDED!

ARE RE R YOYOY U THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING IN 2018? OU THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING IN 2018? O

WE HAVE BUYERS LOOKING IN THE 
AREA. PLEASE CONTACT US IF YOU 
HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT SELLING 
NOW OR IN THE NEAR FUTURE.

$419,900 ELMIRA Well 
maintained 4 level backsplit 
semi. Open concept main 
floor layout, spacious kitchen 
and dining area overlooks the 
lower level family room with 
gas fireplace and walkout to 
the backyard. 3 bdrms, 2 
bathrooms, partialy finished 
4th level, A/C & appliances 
included. NEW MLS.

NEW LISTING!

and dining area overlooks the 
lower level family room with 
gas fireplace and walkout to 
the backyard. 3 bdrms, 2 
bathrooms, partialy finished 
4th level, A/C & appliances 
included. NEW MLS.

NEW LISTING!

SOLD

HAPPY FAMILY DAY LONG WEEKEND

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

Numerous possibilities | Just off 401 | $890,000
This 5 acre property could have a potential in law suite with separate entrance 
at back. The land is zoned such as to permit dog kennel facilities. The barn 
currently set up for horses could also be used for many other purposes. What 
dreams would you have for a property like this. MLS Call Dale.

Building Lot | Tobermory |  $36,000
Building lot on Dyers Bay Rd, South of Tobermory. MLS  Call Dale.

Waterloo | $459,000
Beautiful semi in desirable location in Glenridge/Lincoln area. 2 
gas fireplaces, finished rec room with wet bar, 2 bedrooms up plus 
a loft, open concept. MLS Call Dale direct.

 Now is always the right time to put your house on the 
Market. Inventory is low so still a Sellers market. For a 
free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  

call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

Waterloo | $459,000
Beautiful semi in desirable location in Glenridge/Lincoln area. 2 
gas fireplaces, finished rec room with wet bar, 2 bedrooms up plus 
a loft, open concept. MLS Call Dale direct.

Waterloo | $459,000
Beautiful semi in desirable location in Glenridge/Lincoln area. 2 
gas fireplaces, finished rec room with wet bar, 2 bedrooms up plus 

Waterloo | $459,000

gas fireplaces, finished rec room with wet bar, 2 bedrooms up plus 
a loft, open concept. MLS Call Dale direct.

Waterloo | $459,000
Beautiful semi in desirable location in Glenridge/Lincoln area. 2 
gas fireplaces, finished rec room with wet bar, 2 bedrooms up plus SOLD

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

HECKENDORN

519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

Well cared for home in a ‘family’ 
neighbourhood, across from a 
park.   (1398 sq.ft.)   Maple kitch-
en.  Hdwd flrs in LR, D.A. & kitch-
en.  W/O  to deck. 2 pc. washroom. 
Dble. closets in master bdrm.  Fin. 
bsmt.  features  a rec. room, office 
& 3 pc. bathrm.   Dble. concrete 
driveway. Garden shed.  MLS

34 SPRING WAGON LANE 

$479,000

COURT LOCATION IN LI-
STOWEL – Private, fenced   
yard w/mature trees & no 
back neighbours!   Walkout 
from D.A. to patio. Appl. 
Included. Hdwd in L.R. & 
3 bdrms. Rec. room w/gas 
fireplace & large windows 
(lots of natural lighting), 2 
pc. bathrm.  & laundry in the 
lower level. Lots of storage! 
NEW  MLS

5 TANAGER ST., ELMIRA 

$319,900

Sat, Feb 17th | 2-4pm
1 Tatham Pl., ListowelOPEN HOUSE

NEW LISTING

CHARMING HOME – in ST. 
JACOBS, close to walking trails.  
Hdwd flooring on the main lev-
el (2002). Maple kitchen (19’ x 
10’)   w/granite & dishwasher. 
W/O from L.R. to deck & above 
ground pool w/decking.   Re-
placement windows throughout 
(2001). Pine floor & dble. clos-
ets in spacious master bdrm. 
1.5 baths. Metal roof on house 
and detached garage. NEW MLS

70 YOUNG ST., ST. JACOBS 

$384,900

NEW LISTING
 – in ST. 

JACOBS, close to walking trails.  
Hdwd flooring on the main lev-
el (2002). Maple kitchen (19’ x 
10’)   w/granite & dishwasher. 
W/O from L.R. to deck & above 
ground pool w/decking.   Reground pool w/decking.   Re
placement windows throughout 

el (2002). Maple kitchen (19’ x 
10’)   w/granite & dishwasher. 
W/O from L.R. to deck & above 
ground pool w/decking.   Re
placement windows throughout SOLD

Serving the community for 25 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

Serving the community for 25 years!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426
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FREE Market Evaluation

Spring is Coming…
Thinking of Buying or Selling?

Call me for Professional Advice.

Ask for your FREE Property Evaluation.

SELLING YOUR HOME?
MAKE SURE ITS LISTED IN THE OBSERVER

PLACE AN AD IN OUR REAL ESTATE SECTION TODAY!  Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com 100% LOCAL

#1NEWS 
SOURCE

IN THE REGION
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Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Public Notice – Municipal Council Vacancy 
Township of Woolwich Ward 1 Councillor

TAKE NOTICE that a vacancy exists on the Township of Woolwich Council for one (1) Councillor 
– Ward 1. Council will fill this vacancy by appointment.

The term of this position will be from the date of the Council appointment to the end of the 
current term of Council (November 30, 2018). To be considered for appointment, individuals 
must meet the following qualifications as outlined in the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, as 
amended:

• Reside in or be the owner or tenant of land in the Township of Woolwich, or the spouse of 
such owner or tenant;

• A Canadian citizen;

• At least 18 years old; and

• Not prohibited from voting under Section 17(3) of the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 or 
otherwise by law. 

Interested individuals must complete a Council Vacancy Application Form, Declaration of 
Qualification, and a Freedom of Information (FOI) Release Form, and submit in person at the 
Clerk’s Office. Candidates must sign the application form in front of our Commissioner of 
Oaths. All submissions will become public records.

Applications will be accepted by the Clerk’s Office during regular business hours until 
5:00 p.m. on Friday, February 16th, 2018. 

Candidates will be invited to speak at the Committee of the Whole meeting on Tuesday, 
February 27, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers about their interest in being appointed. 
Candidates may address Council for a period of not more than ten (10) minutes and may be 
asked questions by members of Council. 

For further information or to obtain a Council Vacancy Application Form, Declaration of 
Qualification, and a Freedom of Information (FOI) Release Form, please visit www.woolwich.ca 
or call our Committee Co-ordinator at 519-669-6004.

Valrie Hummel, Clerk  
Township of Woolwich

Reminder 
2018 Dog Tags are now due 

fees increase March 1st

Under the Animal Control By-law #31-2013 it 
is a requirement that all dog owners within the 
Township of Woolwich license their dogs by March 
1st of every calendar year. In the event your pet is 
lost and has a license, Animal Services will make 
every effort to reunite you with your pet at no extra 
cost. For safe return of your dog if found, please ensure 
you have attached the Township of Woolwich Dog Tag to 
your dog’s collar. Dogs without tags are taken to the Humane 
Society and owners will incur Humane Society costs of $35.00 per day. 

Dog Tags are available at the following locations: 
The Township of Woolwich 24 Church Street West, Elmira (Mon-Fri 9am – 5pm)
Woolwich Memorial Centre 24 Snyder Avenue South, Elmira (Sun-Sat 8am – 9pm)
Breslau Community Centre 100 Andover Drive, Breslau (Mon-Fri 4pm-9pm, Sat-Sun 
10am-3pm)
*Pet Valu 315 Arthur Street South, Elmira 519-669-1350
*Eldale Vet Clinic 150 Church Street West, Elmira 519-669-5672
*Breslau Animal Hospital 2057 Victoria Street North #3, Breslau 519-648-9738
*Creature Comfort Pet Emporium 1553 King Street North, St. Jacobs 519-664-3366

Before March 1st: March 1st and After:
Neutered/Spayed - $25.00 Neutered/Spayed - $40.00
Non-Neutered/Spayed - $35.00 Non-Neutered/Spayed - $50.00

For more information about the Woolwich Dog Tag Program please contact the Township of 
Woolwich at 519-669-6009.

JACKS: Season over, the team now gets ready for 
the end-of-year banquet to fete the community
FROM | 13

an additional skater, but that only allowed 
the Mounties to slide the puck into an 
empty net one last time with less than two 
minutes on the clock. The game ended in a 
6-2 defeat for the Jacks, and with that, their 
season was over.

The two teams were closer on power play 
opportunities this time around, but Paris 
was able to capitalize on 4 of 6, while the 
Jacks only scored on 1 of 5.

With four straight losses and zero wins, 
the Jacks joined the Burford Bulldogs, who 
had to play the first place Ayr Centenni-
als, at the bottom of the 16-member South 
Conference. During the regular season, 
the fifth place Jacks (22-16-1-1) had trailed 
just behind the Mounties (26-12-0-2) in the 
standings, and had won two of their five 
prior match-ups.

“We expected bigger things. You 
know, we thought we’d put a good 

group together, but again it just goes 
to show we’re in a tough league here. 
And there’s so many good teams in our 
league and anybody can beat anybody,” 
said Gerber.

“Unfortunately we ran into Paris and 
they’re a very good club and they deserved 
what they got, they deserved to win. So we 
congratulate them and we wish them the 
best of luck moving on.”

The season may be over, but the Jacks 
will still be around to host the end-of-year 
banquet in the next few weeks. It’s a way 
for the team, who have been so involved in 
the community over the past year, to have a 
proper send off.

“The community’s been great. Our fan 
base is up, we’re getting a lot more people 
out to our games,” said Gerber.

“The community has also been very 
good to us ... as far as supporting us at our 
home games, it’s nice to see all the people 
come out.”

The Jacks salute their fans, allowing for one last hurrah as the team’s season came to an end Sunday. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Spirits were low as the Jacks’ season came to a close.
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FAMILY ALBUM

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

OBITUARYBIRTHDAY BIRTHDAY

GRADUATION

OBITUARY

Meng Bacon, Brenda
Passed away peacefully on Wednes-
day, February 7, 2018, at the age of 65. 
Brenda was smart, strong, fashion-
able, charismatic and a compassionate 
woman, who rose to every challenge. 
She had a wicked sense of humour 
and always appreciated a good laugh. 
Beloved mother of Amanda and 
Katherine Bacon. Daughter of Albert 
and Elaine Meng, and sister of Donna 
Zitars, Kevin Meng, Judy Carere, and 
Chris (Kim) Meng. Predeceased by her 
children’s father Stephen Bacon and 
niece Michelle Zitars. Special thanks 
to Patti Creed and Darlene Murray 
for their care and kindness during 
Brenda’s illness. Brenda took pride in 
her work as a Personal Support Worker 
at Briarfield Gardens. Anyone who was 
graced with her smile and warm heart 
is ever so lucky. Family and friends 
are welcome to celebrate Brenda’s life 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home in 
Elmira on Saturday, February 17, 2018 
with visitation at 1 p.m. and a memo-
rial service at 2 p.m. followed by a re-
ception. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to the Grand River Regional 
Cancer Centre would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Donald, John David
After a valiant struggle, Dave passed 
away at Freeport Hospital, Kitchener, 
on Saturday, February 10, 2018, at the 
age of 74 years. Dave Donald was the 
beloved husband for 48 years of Mar-
garet (Allan) Donald. Loved father of 
Adam and his wife Laurie, and Nora 
and her husband Mick Doran. Proud 
grandfather of Callum, Avery, Oonagh, 
and Niall. Dave was the only son of 
Jack and Mary Donald and grew up in 
Dundas. He always kept his Dundas 
roots close and cherished these life-
long friendships. Throughout his years 
in Elmira his involvement in the com-
munity included the Elmira Raceway, 
Elmira Curling Club, and the Scouting 
Movement. He enjoyed his time work-
ing with MK Martin Enterprise Inc. in 
Hawkesville and prior to that worked 
for the TD Bank, Ontario Harvestore 
Systems, and St. John Ambulance. 
Dave was also a longtime member of 
Gale Presbyterian Church. His passion 
was his family, his friends, and his 
cottage on Horseshoe Lake. Visitation  
took place on Tuesday, February 13, 
2018 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the Dreis-
inger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. A funeral service was  held 
on Wednesday, February 14, 2018 at 11 
a.m. at Gale Presbyterian Church, 10 
Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. A reception 
followed. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to Gale Presbyterian Church 
or Grand River Hospital Foundation 
would be appreciated by the family.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Metzger, Elmer S.
Passed away peacefully on Friday, 
February 9, 2018 at Barnswallow Place, 
Elmira, at the age of 90 years. Dear 
brother of Amzie Metzger, Noah and 
Doris Metzger, and brother-in-law 
of Katherine (Katie) Carlson. Loving 
uncle to many nieces and nephews. He 
was the son of the late Noah and Irene 
(Snyder) Metzger. Predeceased by his 
brother Joseph Metzger, sister Alice 
Metzger, sister Edna Martin and her 
husband Elam Martin, brother-in-law 
Evald Carlson, and sister-in-law Ethel 
Metzger. The family  received their 
friends and relatives on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 13, 2018 from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira, where a funeral 
service was held on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 14, 2018 at 11 a.m., a reception 
followed. Interment took place in Glen 
Allan Cemetery.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Metzger, Melvin
Died peacefully at home, RR 2, Wal-
lenstein, on Friday, February 9, 2018, in 
his 85th year. Beloved husband of the 
late Malinda (Shantz) Metzger (2006). 
Dear father of Salome and Cleason 
Martin of RR 3, Mount Forest, Nancy 
and Levi Weber of RR 1, Wallenstein, 
Onias and Mary Metzger of RR 1, 
Moorefield, Lena and Edgar Martin 
of RR 3, Harriston, Esther and Solo-
man Martin and Hannah and George 
Martin, all of RR 2, West Montrose, 
Elmeda and Noah Martin of RR 3, Wa-
terloo, Paul Metzger of RR 2, Tavistock, 
Louisa Metzger and Emma and Nelson 
Martin, all of RR 2, Wallenstein. Also 
survived by 46 grandchildren and 26 
great-grandchildren. Brother of Alvin 
Metzger of Wallenstein and Amos and 
Esther Metzger of Linwood. Brother-
in-law of Hettie (Mrs. Sidney) Metzger 
of Wallenstein and Louisa (Mrs. Elam) 
Metzger of Floradale. Predeceased 
by his parents Henry and Magdalena 
(Buehler) Metzger, a son in infancy, a 
son-in-law, six brothers Edwin, Urias, 
Sidney, George, Henry, and Elam, a 
sister Susannah and Abram Brubacher, 
and four sisters-in-law. Relatives and 
friends  called at his home, 7370 Third 
Line, RR 2, Wallenstein, on Saturday, 
February 10, 2018 from 2-6 and 7-9 p.m. 
and Sunday, February 11, 2018 from 1-5 
p.m. A family service was held at the 
home on Monday, February 12, 2018 
at 9 a.m., then to Olivet Mennonite 
Meeting House for burial and public 
service. Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Happy 40th  
Birthday Auntie!

Love Andrew, Michael and Mason

Happy 50th  
Birthday Tracey!!!

30 years later and you are  
just as beautiful as ever!!

IN MEMORIAM

In memory of 
Vincent Snelling

a dear Husband, Father and  
Grandfather who passed away  

15 years ago, Feb. 13, 2003

Life is so short
And the years go by 
fast
Special moments 
and memories From 
the past. 
We see your picture 
And miss your 
smiling face
How we long to have 
one last embrace. 
The Lord saw you 
suffering
And said Vince, come on home
To a peaceful place
Where your soul can roam. 
The tears flow less 
But the emptiness remains
Leaving a void in our hearts
Until we meet again.
We know you are watching
From up above
Rest assured, 
We can feel your love. 
You will live in our hearts forever.
Lovingly remembered by Marie & Family.

With great pride Fred and Connie would 
like to announce the graduation of their 
daughter. Kristen Kaster graduated from 

the Kinesiology program at Wilfred Laurier 
University with a Masters of Kinesiology.

We wish you all the best in your future career!
With Love Mom, Dad, Kelsey & Trent, 

Darcie & Matt and Russell

DEATH NOTICES

ASH, MARION MUREL (NEE 
MIDDLETON) | Marion 
passed away peacefully 
at Heritage House Long 
Term Care, St. Jacobs, 
on Monday, February 5, 
2018, in her 83rd year. 

ATWATER, PATRICIA MARY 
(NÉE KOEHLER) | May 16, 
1929 - February 7, 2018 
Our beautiful mother, 
gram and great-gram 
passed away peace-
fully at Grand River 
Hospital on February 
7, 2018 as a result of a 
stroke at the age of 88. 
Local relatives are her 
daughter Rosanne and 
her husband Bill Hallatt 
of Heidelberg.

BRUBACHER, EMMA | 
Passed away peacefully, 
after a brief illness, on 
Tuesday, February 6, 
2018, at St. Marys Hospi-
tal, Kitchener, just short 
of her 95th birthday. 

GROSS, HELENE | Passed 
peacefully in Elmira, 
Ontario at the age of 51.

KLING, MAGDALENA “LENA” 
(NEE MORITZ) | Passed 
away at Barnswallow 
Place Care Community, 
Elmira, on Wednesday, 
February 7, 2018, in her 
91st year. 

PLACE A FAMILY ALBUM NOTICE! 
Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

MAKE YOUR OWN 
HEADLINES  
IN THE COMMUNITY.

Martin, Maryann M.
Passed away peacefully at the home of 
Oscar and Lucinda Weber, of RR 1, St. 
Clements, in her 86th year. Wife of the 
late Isaiah E. Martin (April 30, 2017). 
Leaves to mourn her four brothers 
and two sisters, Emmanuel and Esther 
Martin of RR 1, St. Clements, Clayton 
Martin of RR 1, Linwood, Sidney and 
Mary Martin of RR 1, Holstein, Ada and 
Joseph Martin of RR 2, Massey, Adeline 
and Paul Martin of RR 2, Matheson, 
Aaron and Irene Martin of RR 1, 
Dobbinton, and sister-in-law Almeda 
Martin. Remembered by her many 
nieces and nephews. Predeceased by 
her parents Sidney and Annie (Martin) 
Martin, five sisters (two in infancy), 
three sisters-in-law, and a brother-in-
law. Visitation will take place on Friday, 
February 16, 2018 from 2-5 and 6-8 p.m. 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira. A family service 
will be held in the funeral home chapel 
on Saturday, February 17, 2018 at 9 a.m., 
then to North Woolwich Mennonite 
Meeting House for burial and public 
service.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com
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LIVING HERE
TEAMWORK / TECH BOON

I THINK EVERYONE HAS 
something they cannot or 
will not cook. You know 
that thing that most people 
are able to make and when 
you try it, it flops? My Aunt 
Joyce used to say she can-
not make jello. Maybe she 
was using drink crystals, 
who knows?

I cannot make carrot 
cake. I have tried many 
recipes and have not been 
happy with the results. 
They are soggy and heavy 
and always dip in the mid-
dle. When I make a cake, 
the finished product has to 
look good and taste good.

So when I was planning 
a menu with a soon-to-be 
80-year-old little lady who 
is planning her own birth-
day party, I asked her what 
her favourite kind of cake 
is. “Oh, I don’t know” she 
says. “I’m not really a des-
sert person.” Her husband 
piped up, “Carrot cake 
would be nice.” My heart 
dropped to my boots. I 
started searching for a car-
rot cake recipe and found 
this one, which I promptly 
made. Now, this one is 
okay... good texture and 
flavour. But it still dipped 
slightly in the centre. So 
if you have a carrot cake 
recipe you love, send it my 
way!

A carrot 
cake that’s 
worthy of 
the effort

CHEF’S TABLE | 26

FAISAL ALI

ROBOTICS | 28

IT’S PAST 3 O’CLOCK and 
school’s out for the day. But 
in the high school’s impres-
sive workshops, members 
of the EDSS 4917 Robotics 
Club are welding, wiring, 
ratcheting and fixing up 
their creation to compete in 
the upcoming First Robot-
ics Tournaments.

It’s crunch time for the 
team, as these high school 
students are given just six 
weeks to build a robot en-
tirely from scratch – from 
the drawing board to the fi-
nal product – and the “stop 
build day” is  Tuesday.

“It’s incredible,” said 
Hayden Fretz, a Grade 12 
student in his second year 
with the club. “Just being 
able to start with nothing 
and work into something 
like you see here today.”

The team pulls in a diver-
sity of talents from its young 
members to work on every 
aspect of the robot. From 
designing the machine, 
to building the chassis to 
the mechanical systems 
and wiring. The robot 
has to be programmed 
too, and there’s a team of 
students that devote them-
selves to the task. There’s 
even a team dedicated to 
business-side of the proj-
ect: raising funds, seeking 
sponsorships, marketing 
and getting involved in 
community.

For Grade 9 student 
Phoenix Case, joining the 
team has been a great op-
portunity to pursue her 
passion in technology.

“When I was younger, 
instead of getting dolls 

Elmira District Secondary School students come together to work on project, gaining all kinds of 
skills and experience as part of the robotics club preparing for competition

and stuff I tried to get my 
parents to get me little 
mechanical sets and stuff 
like that. I’ve always liked 
doing that type of thing 
more,” she explained.

Case is on the build 
team, helping to put the 
robot together. Besides 
that, she’s also on the drive 
team that operates the ro-
bot in the actual competi-
tion itself. And, she adds, 
she’s also gotten into some 
programming as well.

“I’ve learned how to use a 
lot more tools, because we 
never had access to those 
types of tools,” she said 
about being on the team. 

“So it’s a lot of fun and it’s a 
lot of learning. I get to learn 
how to use a new tool and 
that’s kind of like an experi-
ence that I’ll keep with me 
and I can improve on.”

For example, Case can 
now weld.

“I’m pretty excited for [the 
tournament]. Like we’ve 
spent a lot of time prepar-
ing for it, and we’re getting 
things built – the first night 
we were here, we built the 
scale that we needed. I spent 
a bunch of time welding on 
that, and that was my first 
time welding. So it’s a lot of 
new experiences,” she said.

“Lots of us are new 

though. We actually had a 
lot of Grade 9’s that joined 
this year. There’s not nor-
mally this many people. And 
there’s actually a lot of girls 
that joined this year too, so 
that’s pretty good as well.”

Fretz, who is also on the 
build and drive teams, ad-
mits that the project and 
the time crunch can be 
pretty challenging.

“It’s hectic,” he admits, 
noting that students will 
come in after school, on 
weekends, and put in hours 
of work to get the robot 
built on time.

“And so there’s always 
people here and there’s 

always something going on. 
It’s busy trying to fit that into 
our schedule, but it’s pretty 
cool to see once we’re done 
all the work that’s gone into 
it. It’s definitely worth it.”

The team are still keep-
ing their final design under 
wraps, but the robot will 
have to be able to compete 
in an elaborate game mix-
ing strategy with finesse. 
The game includes collect-
ing boxes, earning points 
and “power-ups,” operating 
switches and levers, and a 
daunting climb, where the 
robot has to lift its bulky 

Hayden Fretz, a Grade 12 student, has been a member of the robotics team for the two years. After graduating, he hopes to go on to study mechanical  engineering. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Robots, but it’s people first
CHEF’S TABLE/   
DONNA GINGRICH

RECIPE
NOTES
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

FEBRUARY 16

MANAGING YOUR FINANCES IN Retirement. Presented 
by John Mathers, CPA, CGA from 10:15-11:15 a.m. at 
Woolwich Community Heath Centre, 10 Parkside Dr., 
St. Jacobs.

ELMIRA LEGION DINNER 6 p.m. Baked sausage, 
potatoes, vegetables & bread; $9/person.

FEBRUARY 19

WINTER IN BLOOM SNOW Painting event. Help us 
celebrate Family Day at Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
Elmira from 9 a.m. to noon. Paint beautiful gardens, 
designs and pictures in the snow! Organized by 
Elmira Optimists, Elmira Kiwanis Club and Elmira & 
District Horticultural Society.

ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society Meeting. 
Speakers Crystal Bradford and Liam Kijewski 
(Wildlife Gardening) “Low Maintenance/Low Water 
Gardening,” 7:30 p.m. at Trinity United Church, 21 
Arthur St. N., Elmira. Please bring indoor footwear 
Non-members $2

FEBRUARY 21

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Wellesley Community 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship, $6. Please 
call 519-664-1900 by Feb. 16 to sign up.

YOUNG AT HEART CLUB. Movie and popcorn afternoon 
at 1 .p.m. at the St. Clements Community Centre. We are 
showing “Calendar Club,” a British movie about a group 
of Yorkshire women who produce a nude calendar to 
raise funds for leukemia research. Lots of fun.

FEBRUARY 22

FIRESIDE HANGOUT (NO PARENTS allowed). Are you 
between the ages of 16 & 21 & struggle with anxiety 
and depression? This group will provide support in 
an accepting environment to discover your strengths. 
Four drop-in sessions are being offered on Thursdays 
starting Feb. 22 from 6-8 p.m. at WCHC

FEBRUARY 25

MENNO SINGERS FAMILY OF Choirs Hymn Sing 
Fundraiser. Come and join us for an evening of 
singing and inspiration. Join the Mennonite Choirs 
at Stirling Avenue Mennonite Church on Sat 7 p.m. 
for our annual Hymn Sing Fundraiser. Admission by 
donation at the door.

FEBRUARY 26

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
Elmira at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship, $6. Please 
call 519-664-1900 by Feb. 22 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 27

TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE Presbyterian Church 
(note new date) from 11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. Ham & 
scalloped potatoes, hot vegetable, salad, roll, cherry 
cheesecake, beverage; $12.

FEBRUARY 28

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY DINING AT Linwood Community 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites 
you to join us at noon for lunch, fellowship and 
entertainment, $11. Please call 519-664-1900 by Feb. 
26 to sign up.

BETTER SLEEP - PRESENTED by Kathy Somers 
via Ontario Telemedicine Network at Woolwich 
Community Health Centre from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Learn 
to fall asleep or back to sleep more easily, clear your 
mind and more.

MARCH 8

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS at Woodside 
Church, Elmira. Betty Marshall will present the “MCC 
Thrift Fashion Show.” Devotional by Pastor Fred 
Lichti. Suggested $7 donation includes a hot lunch. 
For more information please call 519-669-8752. 

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and seniors 
from 10-11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill Community Centre. 
Guest Speaker Larry Wainwright, Lions Club member, 
and his fou-legged companion, Otis. Topic: Seeing 
Life Through Blindness.

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Breslau Community Centre. 
Community Care Concepts invites you to join us at 
noon for a light lunch and fellowship, $6. Please call 
519-664-1900 by March 5 to sign up.

REACH
OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:15 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

Birdland Plaza, 112 Oriole Parkway, Elmira
519-669-1459   www.elmiracommunity.org

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship

9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

519-669-1296 | www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira 

Sunday Services

9:15 | 11:00 AM

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Speaker: Kirk Durston

Seeing What is Right 
Through God’s Eyes

Sunday, Feb. 18th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Lent 1 
Me and You and the 

Creatures, too”
Fred Lichti preaching

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973
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ACROSS
1. Unfavorable prognosis

5. Passenger vehicle

10. Divination deck

15. “The coast __ clear”

16. Venus or Mars

18. Arctic sight

19. ___ dark space (region 
in a vacuum tube)

20. Bit of a draft

22. Toothpaste type

24. Ego counterpart

25. FM alternative

26. Confident solver’s tool

27. Poetic contraction

28. Start of something big?

30. Gray, in a way

32. The x in “2x4”

33. Colored like a certain 
hound

35. Protection

37. Caspian Sea feeder

39. Linear unit

40. You and I

41. Carpentry tool

43. “When pigs fly!”

44. Some ‘40s internees

46. “Get ___!”

47. Happening

48. “To __ or not to __”

49. Small songbird

52. Bottom

53. Choice word?

54. “Gee whillikers!”

55. A Beatle bride

56. Driest sherry

57. One thousandth of an 
ampere

58. Itsy-bitsy biter

59. Any day now

60. “___ magic!”

61. Barely make

62. Romantic interlude

63. Messaging format

65. Amber, e.g.

66. “___ be a cold day...”

67. Tagged player

68. “Have some”

70. Newton, e.g.

72. Japanese soup

DOWN
1. Mafia member

2. Willow shoots

3. “Who cares?”

4. Descartes’s “therefore”

6. Belonging to

7. “Mârouf” baritone

8. Conclusion

9. Atomic number 2

10. It’s similar to a 
Balmoral

11. One

12. Like some muscles

13. Dedicated lines

14. Join securely

17. Windowpane features

21. Grand ___ (“Evange-
line” setting)

23. Car nut

25. Most ethereal

29. Bush-league

31. Coastal warship

32. Extinguished a candle

34. “Hurray!”

36. Junior, e.g.

38. __ usual

42. 1999 Pulitzer Prize-
winning play

45. O. Henry device

46. Throat inflammation

50. Carbon compound

51. Oui’s opposite

52. In shape

53. Common deciduous 
tree

54. African grazer

56. What a scuba diver 
wears on the foot

57. Yours truly

58. Leave

59. Year of our Lord

64. Change states, in a way

65. Word before large

66. Part of small intestine

69. “Wheel of Fortune” 
purchase

71. A partner for Fro?

Icing:
3/4 cup butter, softened
6 oz cream cheese
1 tsp. vanilla
3 cups icing sugar

Line 3 – 9” layer cake 
pans with parchment. I put 
one wide strip down the 
middle. The sides do not 
have to be covered, just the 
bottom of the pan.

For the cake, mix oil and 
sugar.

Add dry ingredients al-
ternately with beaten eggs.

Fold in shredded carrots, 
raisins and pecans.

Divide evenly between 

Carrot Layer 
Cake
Cake:
1-1/4 cups canola oil
2 cups sugar
2 cups flour
2 tsp. cinnamon
2 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. salt
4 eggs, slightly beaten
4 cups finely shredded car-
rots
1 cup raisins
1 cup chopped pecans

CHEF’S TABLE: In search of the right recipe
the 3 layer cake pans.

Bake at 350º F for 25-35 
minutes.

Cool cake completely.
For icing, beat all ingre-

dients until light.
Put 1 cake layer on serv-

ing plate, spread with a 
thin layer of icing. Repeat 
with next layer.

Put third layer on top.
Ice top and sides with 

remaining icing.
Garnish as desired.

FROM | 24

Economic inequality is nothing new, but it has been getting worse over time

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. Economic inequal-
ity has long been docu-
mented, but how long is 
that? When researchers 
examined 62 archeo-
logical sites dating from 
10,000 to 250 years ago, 
what did they unearth? 
How did the Old World 
and New World differ?

A. Using house size as 
a proxy for wealth and a 
measure called the Gini 
coefficient, archeologist 
Tim Kohler and his col-
leagues (“Nature”) found 
that inequality gradu-
ally increased as societies 
moved from hunting and 
gathering to farming. Gini 

coefficients range from 
zero, if wealth is uniformly 
distributed, to one, if all 
wealth is concentrated 
in a single person. About 
2,500 years after the start 
of agriculture, both the Old 
World and New World had 
average Gini coefficients of 
0.35. New World inequality 
didn’t change much after 
that, but that of the Old 
World climbed to about 0.6 
by the time of the destruc-
tion of Pompeii in ancient 
Rome. Perhaps this was 
because the Old World 
had draft animals (oxen, 
horses) and the economic 
capital associated with 
owning these animals ac-
crued from generation to 
generation.

Describing the work in 
“Science” magazine, re-
porter Lizzie Wade notes, 

“Those numbers are far 
below the wealth inequal-
ity seen today in the United 
States and China, which 
have Gini coefficients of 
0.8 and 0.73, respectively.”
Q. Have you heard about 
the “eggsplosive” danger 
of microwaves?
A. A customer in a San 
Francisco restaurant 
learned about it the hard 
way when a hard-boiled 
egg exploded in his mouth 
after being reheated in 
a microwave, says Leah 
Crane in “New Scientist” 
magazine. He allegedly 
suffered hearing damage 
and burns. Expert witness 
Anthony Nash and his col-
league Lauren von Blohn 
microwaved almost 100 
eggs in a water bath just as 
the restaurant had done 
and found that a shell-less 

hard-boiled egg exploded 
up to a third of the time, 
either after being bit into 
or pricked with a fork. Said 
Nash: “It was like playing 
Russian roulette with an 
egg – egg roulette.”

As to why the explosion 
occurred, Nash speculated 
that “tiny pockets of water 
within the yolk became su-
perheated and then started 
boiling, violently releasing 
steam, when punctured by a 
fork – or your teeth.” Amaz-
ingly, the resulting explosion 
measured 133 decibels from 
30 centimeters away, louder 
than a chainsaw running 
one meter from you. While 
such a noise would unlikely 
damage your hearing, bit-
ing into the egg and having 
it explode in your mouth 
could, and the resultant heat 
could also hurt your face.

The case was eventually 
settled out of court.
Q. What remarkable feat 
did scientists achieve by 
taking strontium atoms, 
putting them in grid-like 
patterns and then stack-
ing them?
A. They created the most 
precise atomic clock ever, 
reports “New Scientist” 
magazine. With most atom-
ic clocks, time is measured 
using microwaves emitted 
by the electrons around 
atoms of the isotope 
caesium-133, which jump 
between lower and higher 
orbits as they absorb and 
then lose energy from a 
laser. But the transition fre-
quency of these electrons 
is limited to 9 billion times 
per second.

Enter University of Colo-
rado’s Jun Ye and his team 

that used strontium atoms 
instead, whose electrons 
can transition nearly 1 
million billion times per 
second. They put the atoms 
into a 3D lattice structure, 
then cooled it to near ab-
solute zero temperature, 
“which turned the atoms 
into what’s called a quan-
tum gas. Instead of collid-
ing, the particles ‘move like 
waves—they start to avoid 
each other,’ Ye says.”

The result? A clock that 
would lose or gain only 
about one second in 90 
billion years, more than 
six times the age of the 
universe!

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Donna is the author of A Taste 
of Nostalgia Cookbook, which is 
available by calling 519-638-5791 or 
email donna.atasteofnostalgia@
gmail.com.

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
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OFFERS END FEBRUARY 28TH.

AS STRONG AND DEPENDABLE
AS THEIR DRIVERS.

UP TO

TOTAL LEASE VALUE
(MAX CREDIT AVAILABLE ON 2018 SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB CUSTOM 

EDITION 4X4 MODELS WHEN YOU APPLY FOR THE GM CARD)* 

$ 6,870

CHEVROLETOFFERS.CA/OFFERS

*$3,750 Limited time lease offer valid to eligible lessees in Canada who obtained credit approval and enter into a lease agreement with GM Financial, and who accept delivery from February 1, 2018 –February 28, 2018 of a select new or demonstrator 2018 MY Chevrolet vehicle. 2018 
MY vehicles not eligible for this offer are Spark LS, Malibu L, Colorado 2SA, Camaro ZL1 and Bolt EV.  Total Lease Value consist of $1,500 manufacturer-to-dealer New Year Lease Bonus (tax-exclusive), the GM Card Application Bonus (tax-inclusive), and may include manufacturer-
to-dealer lease cash (tax exclusive) (“Lease Cash”). Lease Cash applies to select vehicles and value depends on model purchased: $1,500 on new 2018 Spark (excl LS), Sonic, Malibu (excl L), Camaro (excl ZL1), Corvette, Volt, Equinox, Traverse, Silverado HD, Tahoe, Suburban, 
Express, City Express; $2,000 on new 2018 Silverado LD Reg Cab, Colorado (excl 2SA); $2,500 on new 2018 Trax, Silverado LD Double Cab; $2,750 on new 2018 Silverado LD Crew Cab. GM Card Application Bonus applies to individuals who apply for a Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Card or 
current Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Cardholders. GM Card Application Bonus credit value depends on model purchased: $500 GM Card Bonus on new 2018 Sonic, Cruze, Malibu (excl 1VL), Camaro (excl ZL1), Volt, Equinox, Trax (excl 1SV); $750 GM Card Bonus on new 2018 Impala, Corvette, 
Colorado (excl 2SA), Traverse, City Express, Express; $1,000 GM Card Bonus on new 2018 Tahoe, Suburban, Silverado LD & HD. As part of the transaction, dealer may request documentation and contact General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) to verify eligibility. This offer 
may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Conditions and limitations apply. Void where prohibited. See Dealer for full program details. GM Canada reserves the right to amend or terminate offers for any reason in whole or in 
part at any time without prior notice. 2018 Silverado Double Cab Custom Edition 4X4 Lease: Lease based on a purchase price of $46,425 for a 2018 Silverado Double Cab Custom Edition 4X4, includes $3,870 CDA, $2,000 Lease Cash Bonus and $1,000 GM card application bonus 
(this offer applies to individuals who have applied for the Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Card [GM card] and to current Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Cardholders) (taxes included). Bi-weekly payment is $185 for 48 months at 2.5% lease rate on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM 
Financial. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $3,200 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $22,482. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in 
Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $20,003.  2018 Colorado Z71 Crew Cab Lease: Lease based on a purchase price of $41,285 for a 2018 Colorado Z71 Crew Cab, includes $500 CDA, $1,500 Lease Cash Bonus 
and $750 GM card application bonus (this offer applies to individuals who have applied for the Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Card [GM card] and to current Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Cardholders) (taxes included). Bi-weekly payment is $179 for 48 months at 2.5% lease rate on approved credit 
to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $3,350 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $21,984. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable 
fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $19,359. 0/72 Finance: Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada on select vehicles from February 1 to February 28, 2018. 
0% purchase financing offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 72 months on eligible 2018 Chevrolet models: Silverado 1500. Other trims may have effective rates higher than 0%. Participating lenders are subject to change. 
Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $40,000 financed at 0% nominal rate (0% APR) equals $555.56 
monthly for 72 months. Total Value consists of $3,870 manufacturer-to-dealer (tax exclusive) delivery credit, $2,100 manufacturer-to-dealer finance cash (tax exclusive) and $1,000 manufacturer-to-consumer GM Card Application Bonus (offer applies to individuals who apply 
for a Scotiabank GM Visa Card [GM Card] or current GM Card cardholders) (tax inclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $40,000. Offer is unconditionally interest-free. Freight and air charge ($100, if applicable) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, 
applicable taxes and dealer fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. 
Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Visit onstar.ca for vehicle availability. Services and connectivity vary by model and conditions as 
well as geographical and technical restrictions. Requires active OnStar service and data plan. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot.

  2 YEARS/48,000 KM
 COMPLIMENTARY
OIL CHANGES**

  5 YEARS/160,000 KM
 POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY▲

  ONSTAR 4G LTE 
 WITH WI-FI® 
HOTSPOT ◊

      ALL ELIGIBLE MODELS COME WITH

   CHEVROLET
COMPLETE CARE: 

  5 
 POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY

THE 2018 SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB
CUSTOM EDITION 4X4

STANDARD APPLE CARPLAY™1 AND ANDROID AUTO™2  CAPABILITY AND 
ONSTAR® 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT3 (3GB/3-MONTH TRIAL)
NHTSA OVERALL VEHICLE 5-STAR SAFETY SCORE4

CLASS-EXCLUSIVE AUTOMATIC LOCKING REAR DIFFERENTIAL

FEATURES:

$185*         2.5%          @

FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $3,200 DOWN PAYMENT
WHEN YOU APPLY FOR THE GM CARD
OR $4,200 DOWN PAYMENT EQUIVALENT
(INCLUDES $5,870 TOTAL LEASE VALUE)

FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $3,350 DOWN PAYMENT
WHEN YOU APPLY FOR THE GM CARD
OR $4,100 DOWN PAYMENT EQUIVALENT
(INCLUDES $2,000 TOTAL LEASE VALUE)

BI-WEEKLY LEASE LEASE RATE

SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB CUSTOM EDITION 4X4 MODEL SHOWN

4G LTE Wi-Fi

THE 2018 COLORADOZ71 CREW CAB

BEST-IN-CLASS AVAILABLE HORSEPOWER5,6 
BEST-IN-CLASS AVAILABLE TOWING7,8

STANDARD APPLE CARPLAY™1 AND ANDROID AUTO™2 CAPABILITY 
AND ONSTAR® 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT3 
(3GB/3 MONTH TRIAL) 

FEATURES:

$179*          2.5%           @

BI-WEEKLY LEASE LEASE RATE

COLORADO Z71 CREW CAB SHORT BOX MODEL SHOWN

4G LTE Wi-Fi

THE 2018 SILVERADO 1500
DOUBLE CAB CUSTOM EDITION

STANDARD APPLE CARPLAY™1 AND ANDROID AUTO™2 CAPABILITY 
AND ONSTAR® 4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT3 
(3GB/3-MONTH TRIAL) 
NHTSA OVERALL VEHICLE 5-STAR SAFETY SCORE4

CLASS-EXCLUSIVE AUTOMATIC LOCKING REAR DIFFERENTIAL

FEATURES:

0%*          72        $6,970
(INCLUDES $1,000 GM CARD APPLICATION BONUS)

PURCHASE
FINANCING

MONTHS TOTAL VALUE

+ UP TOFOR

SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB CUSTOM EDITION RALLY 1 4X4 MODEL SHOWN

4G LTE Wi-Fi
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

SUNDAY 
FEBRUARY 18 10 5
SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 17 69

FRIDAY 
FEBRUARY 16 9 9
THURSDAY 
FEBRUARY 15 9 9
Sale Hours

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188

W W W . . C O M

IN STOCK

NEW HOT PRODUCT

GLASS & MARBLE
BACKSPLASH

$397
REG 13.99REG 13.99REG 13.99REG 13.99REG 13.99REG 13.99

/SQ FTFROM

IN STOCK

100% WATERPROOF!

AC4- 5MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$177
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/SQ FTFROM

IN STOCK

FRIEZE CARPET

$127
REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

/SQ FTFROM

PLUS NO TAX!

PLUS NO TAX!

IN STOCK

NEW PRODUCT!

13”x13” CARRARA
PORCELAIN TILE
$127

REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99
/SQ FTFROM

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188

67¢

STARTS TODAY!
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. C O M
1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188

W W W . . C O M

IN STOCK

100’S OF CARPET 
REMNANTS

80%
OFF!

UP
TO

IN STOCK

3/4” OAK OR MAPLE

SOLID UNFINISHED 
STAIR TREADS

$3599
REG 69.99REG 69.99REG 69.99REG 69.99REG 69.99REG 69.99

  EACHFROM

IN STOCK

PLUS NO TAX!

IN STOCK

AC4 COMMERCIAL

12.3MM THICK
LAMINATE

$137
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

/SQ FTFROM

MDF PRIMED WHITE
BASEBOARDS

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT67/ LIN FT67
7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

STARTS TODAY!

NEW WHITE 
WASH!
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$575’x 8’ 
STARTING

FROM

KW’S LARGEST
SELECTION!

NEW RUGS 
ARRIVING DAILY!

PLUS NO TAX!

PLUS NO TAX!

AREA 
RUGS!

Taking New
Clients!
Complete Audit, Accounting, Tax 
and Advisory Solutions including 
Sucession and Estate Planning.

0342 Gerrie Rd., 
Elora, ON, N0B 1S0

Tel: 519.846.5315

100 Gordon St., 
Guelph, ON, N1H 4H6

Tel: 519.822.7670

Collins Barrow Guelph Wellington Dufferin

315 Arthur St S., Elmira | www.twicethedealpizza.com

519-669-4777519-669-4777
FREE DELIVERY

Godzilla Deal
2 X-Large Pizzas
3 Toppings on each
2 Dipping Sauces

$2099

Pizza & Wing Combo
2 Medium Pizzas with 3 
toppings on each, 3 Pops 
(591ml), 2 Garlic Bread, 2 lbs. 
of wings, 2 Dipping Sauces

$2999 Upsize to Large 
Pizzas Extra $3

frame – weighing up to 
120 lbs – several feet into 
the air.

There’s also a small por-
tion of the tournament 
where the robot will per-
form these task completely 
autonomously. In the first 
15 seconds of the game, 
explains Fretz, is the au-
tonomous period – it’s like 
a bonus round where the 
points are worth extra, but 
the catch is the robot has 
to rely purely on its sensors 
and programming.

There’s about 40 students 
in the team this year, up 
from last year’s 30. But lead 
coach Ron Fletcher points 
out that backing the team 
itself is a network of teach-
ers, coaches, mentors and 
sponsors that actually make 
the whole project possible.

“I already see it as suc-
cessful. You take a look 
around and see what you 
see here tonight,” he said, 
motioning to the room of 
students working away. 
“This is successful, and this 
is why we really do it.”

For the students, certainly 
the experience alone is 
worth it. Asked if she would 
recommend the program, 
Case does not even hesitate.

“Oh, yeah, definitely. I 
have a bunch of friends in 
Grade 8 right now, and I just 
keep telling them, ‘join the 
Robotics Team next year!’” 

She adds she even has 
homeschooled friends who 
are debating taking a city 
bus into Elmira just to get 
on the team.

The stop build day is this 
coming Tuesday, while the 
First Robotics Waterloo 
Regional Competition is 
scheduled late in March at 
the University of Waterloo. 
It’s a long way, and several 
qualifying games, to reach 
the world level bracket, but 
it’s a place they’ve been 
before. Just last year, the 
EDSS team competed at 
the St. Louis World Cham-
pionship, finishing in the 
top two per cent of teams 
in the world.

ROBOTICS: Success relies on multiple talents
FROM | 24

Phoenix Case, a Grade 9 student, 
and newcomer on the team. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]




