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On A First Name Basis
by Norm Foster

Directed by
Rita Huschka

Produced by
Bev Dietrich

Staged by arrangement with Pam Winter, Gary Goddard Agency www.garygoddardagency.com

February 2 to 17, 2018

519-578-1570  ·  1-800-265-8977
all performancesheld at 76 Howard Ave., Elmira

www.facebook.com/ElmiraTheatreCompany519-669-3230www.elmiratheatre.com

KW Tickets (The Centre in the Square) 101 Queen St. N., Kitchener
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This delightful play tells the story of a successful but egocentric novelist with writer’s block and his witty house keeper
of twenty-eight years. As the night sets in and the drinks start to �ow, secrets reveal themselves, for better or worse.
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QUILTING TAKES 
EXPANDED ROLE 
AT SENIORS’ CTR.

PRICES HAVE
BEEN REDUCEDBEEN REDUCEEDD

OPEN 7 DAYS · 30 Benjamin Rd., Waterloo (across from St. Jacobs Outlet Mall) · 519-746-0060 · FLYER SPECIALS www.furniturehouse.ca

PRICES HAVAVA EE

HUGE
FLOOR
MODEL
CLEARANCE
SALE

Sofa & 
Loveseat

Fresh yet classic.

Table and 6 
counter height
chairs. Warm
Country style!

Desks with
credenza
and hutch

(across from St. Jacobs Outlet Mall)  519-746-0060 

Table, 4 
chairs and

bench. Solid wood.
Brown faux 

leather.

Woolwich 
Novice 
team 
skates to 
a perfect 
season
Winners of all their 
games in regular play, 
the boys follow up 
on last year’s similar 
accomplishment

WELLESLEY RESIDENTS ARE LOOK-
ING at a 2.98 per cent tax increase this 
year as township council drills into its 
2018 budget.

That would add $43 a year to the 
township portion of the property 
taxes of an average home assessed at 
$349,000.

With the new tax rate, the township 
anticipates raising total tax revenues 
to $4.6 million, a four per cent in-
crease from last year’s budget.

The operating budget for 2018 was 
set at $7.7 million, an increase of 3.5 
per cent from last year. The capital 
budget, meanwhile, is being proposed 
at $4.3 million, up significantly from 
last year’s budget of $2.9 million.

The two biggest changes in capital 
expenditures this year was an ad-
ditional $900,000 for bridges and 
$700,000 in fire department projects. 

“I think it’s a good budget,” said 
Mayor Joe Nowak. “It’s certainly a 
forward-looking budget, or continu-
ing to do some of the work that our 
constituents wanted. We’re paving 
more of rural roads, we’re doing side-
walk work. So yes, I think it’s a decent 
budget.”

Wellesley 
residents facing 
2.98% tax hike 
as council 
progresses on 
2018 budget

FAISAL ALI
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A PERFECT REGULAR SEASON 
record in any sport is near im-
possible, but doing it twice? 
Well, the boys from the Wool-
wich Wildcats Novice A hockey 
team have done just that.

“I am blessed by the fact that 
they are all dedicated to work-
ing hard here,” said Rob Hall, 
the team’s head coach. “They 
all know in their heart of hearts 

that what they have done is 
pretty special and they have 
done it together as a team. We 
have had individual success, but 
for the most part, we have had 
team success.”

Wildcats Cruz Balog, Zack 
Forwell, Nolan Martin, Evan 
Hall, Colton Brito, Lucas Frey, 
Zack Wiseman, Mason Gear, 
Rhys Taylor, Liam Straus, Cam-
eron Fisher, Max Krasovec, Re-
ese Martin and goalies, Cohen 

Patterson  and Cohen Ham-
burger are led by coaches Hall, 
Mike Brito and Brian Straus, 
supported by trainers Greg Mar-
tin and Kim Wiseman.

The squad just wrapped up 
the 2017-18 regular season, post-
ing a record of 28-0 and outscor-
ing their opponents 190 to 13.
“We have a defensive team and 
an offensive team – to have both 
is truly unheard of, it’s some-
thing amazing to have really the 

best of both,” he said. “We are 
amazed with the success that we 
have had. We do what we can to 
keep them sharp, but again its 
all of them that really take care 
of it on the ice and prove that 
they are great hockey players.”

Hall, a lifelong hockey player 
himself, is in his second year 
coaching the team that moved 
up from tyke.

The Woolwich Wildcats Novice A team has just finished  up their perfect regular season, winning all 28 games. Back row: 
coach Rob Hall, coach Brian Straus, trainer Kim Wiseman, trainer Greg  Martin, coach Mike Brito. Second row: Evan Hall, 
Cruz Balog, Mason Gear, Zack Forwell, Liam Straus, Max Krasovec, Cameron Fisher, Zach Wiseman. Front row: Colton 
Brito, Reese Martin, Cohen Patterson, Cohen Hamburger, Nolan Martin, Lucas Frey, Rhys Taylor. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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More than a career 
 It’s the CB Life
Collins Barrow - Guelph Wellington Dufferin partner 
Thomas Blonde is pleased to congratulate two recent 
graduates of the Common Final Examination (CFE): 
Lauren McIntosh and David McGill.

It takes a team of the best and brightest minds 
to deliver excellence, and these graduates have 
successfully completed one of the most  
challenging professional exams in the world. 

Creating success.  
Welcome to the CB Life. 

Visit or contact CB - Guelph Wellington  
Dufferin today: 

Elora Office  
0342 Gerrie Road  
Elora, ON N0B 1S0  
519.846.5315 

It’s the CB Life
Collins Barrow - Guelph Wellington Dufferin partner 
Thomas Blonde is pleased to congratulate two recent 
graduates of the Common Final Examination (CFE): 

It takes a team of the best and brightest minds 
to deliver excellence, and these graduates have 
successfully completed one of the most 
challenging professional exams in the world. 

Guelph Office  
100 Gordon Street  
Guelph, ON N1H 4H6  
519.822.7670

L to R: David McGill and Lauren McIntosh

Lutherwood school program to benefit from $100K grant

A $100,000 GRANT FROM 
The Cowan Foundation 
will allow for Lutherwood’s 
Children’s Mental Health 
Centre to reduce wait times, 
improve treatment and aca-
demic outcomes by restruc-
turing its mental health 
treatment and academic 
program delivery. 

Lutherwood, a not-for-
profit health and social ser-
vice organization, supports 
youth with mental health 
issues, workers looking for 
employment and people at 
risk of being homeless. Cur-
rently, they offer intensive 
mental health treatment for 
youths 12 to  18 years of age 
at Lutherwood’s Children’s 
Mental Health Centre, 
which is staffed by Luth-
erwood counsellors and 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board teachers.

Originally, youth were 
organized into program-
specific classrooms. With 
this approach, some pro-

gram desks sat empty 
while there was a wait list 
for others. The new model 
will see the youth attend 
the class that best meets 
their literacy, learning and 
developmental abilities and 
is flexible enough to ac-
commodate fluctuations in 
demand – shortening wait 
times, mixing residential 
and day treatment to more 
closely parallel life in the 

community, accommodate 
plans outside of traditional 
school year timing and ul-
timately better prepare for 
re-integration into commu-
nity schools.  

“We have a model that re-
ally mimics the community 
school setting a lot more 
closely, and that’s really 
valuable because it is pre-
paring the kids to return to 
their community schools,” 

explained Emily Cullen, 
lead teacher from the 
Waterloo Region District 
School Board.  “That is our 
ultimate goal for the clients 
that we serve here at Luth-
erwood, is seeing them go 
back home, going to their 
community school, use the 
skills they learn in our set-
ting and be successful.”

With the $100,000 Luth-
erwood will be able to fit 

together all of the pieces to 
make sure this plan is im-
plemented and successful. 

Having had an ongoing 
relationship with Luther-
wood over the past number 
of years, the goal of their 
application fit well into the 
foundation’s mandate.

“Lutherwood is the lead-
er in youth mental health 
programs and initiatives in 
the region. The opportu-
nity to support the restruc-
turing of Lutherwood’s 
mental health treatment 
and academic program 
deliver at its Children’s 
Mental Health Centre is 
in perfect alignment with 
one of The Cowan Founda-
tion’s mandates – to invest 
in Canadian charitable or-
ganizations with a special 
focus on transformational 
programs for children and 
youth that teach valuable 
life skills and expand lead-
ership capabilities – specif-
ically assisting at-risk chil-
dren and youth,” said Terry 
Reidel, executive director 

of The Cowan Foundation, 
which was launched in 
1995.

“The Cowan Foundation 
invests in programs and 
charities that align with 
the businesses within the 
Princeton Holdings group 
of companies and reflect 
our business philosophies 
and values of innovation, 
collaboration, commitment 
and integrity. They will 
also be client-focused and 
results-driven,” said Reidel.  
“This approach enables 
The Foundation to work 
with business partners and 
clients on mutually aligned 
causes and charities, which 
allows us to increase the 
overall contributions and 
investments to the recipi-
ent organization.”

Having invested more 
than $22.5 million in Cana-
dian charitable organiza-
tions, past recipients in-
clude Homewood Research 
Institute, Kidsability and 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
Canada among the many.  

ALI WILSON

The grant will help Lutherwood with its school program that focus on mental health for young people, 12 to 18 years of age.  [SUBMITTED]
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Call Elze at 519.669.0799 to reserve your red! | 29 Church St. W., Elmira

Regular Price: $165
Valid January 25 - February 3rdMake 30 bottles for:

Elze’s having a SALE on

to reserve your red!

Regular Price: $165
Valid January 25 - February 3rd$130

studies show that it was easier 
for kids to get back into the 
routine of school, along with 
the benefit of reduced child 
care and camp expenses to 
parents.

The closest example of 
these schools can be found in 
the Peel District School Board, 
which currently has three 
elementary schools running 
on a full-year schooling calen-
dar. The first of three opened 
in 2005 on an opt-in basis, 
meaning that parents who 
would prefer not to have their 
kids enrolled could send them 
to another nearby elementary 
school.

“I think there is some panic 
that within the next year and 
a half our whole board is go-
ing to be going around,” he 
said. “So there is no fear that 
this is going to be a board-
wide change within a year; 
they (Peel) did one school in 

2005; this year, I think they 
just started their third, so if 
you look at the speed to which 
Peel is exploring this and con-
sider us a similar board to Peel, 
there is not a lot to be afraid 
of. It was all on an opt-in basis 
there, and I don’t think we 
are going to be ramming this 
down anyone’s throat anytime 
soon,” said McMillan.

Board spokesman Nick Man-
ning says that the goal of the 
school board is to make sure 
that all children are at an equal 
playing field when learning; 
if that means smaller breaks, 
then so be it.

“What we observe across 
the system, and what trustee 
Smith has done, is we need to 
find ways to ensure that every 
student has an opportunity to 
succeed,” explained Manning.  
“And so if there are pockets 
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into consideration feedback on 
a full-year schooling program 
from parents, students and 
staff, looking to boards cur-
rently running full-year pro-
grams as examples. 

“The main success that 
schools with year-round 
schooling have had is the gap 
between students is much, 
much smaller because those 
kids who forget more over the 
summer months don’t have 
that big time frame to forget so 
much that they learned,” said 
board chair Scott McMillan. 
“They forget less over a shorter 
time period. With the current 
setup with two months off, all 
kids forget a certain amount 
of what they learn through the 
year, but the kids who come 
from slightly disadvantaged 
homes or who are maybe new 
Canadians, they forget more 
than other kids.”

Besides the loss of learning, 

WOOLWICH HAS A VACANT seat around its 
council table following the resignation of 
Ward 1 councillor Scott Hahn. He gave no-
tice January 17, with immediate effect.

He cited new 
work commitments 
as the impetus 
for the decision, 
saying he would 
no longer have 
the time to give 
his council posi-
tion the attention 
it warranted, 
township clerk 
Val Hummel told 
Hahn’s colleagues during a budget meet-
ing Thursday. 

A first-term councillor, Hahn won a 
Ward 1 seat in 2014. 

Council is expected to formally declare 
the seat vacant when it meets January 30, 
said Hummel. From that point, the town-
ship will have 60 days to fill it.

Even though there’s another municipal 
election in the fall, the position has to be 
filled if there are more than three months 
until the next vote. 

How the seat will be filled is a matter for 
council to decide, likely at its January 30 
meeting, she said. A byelection is unlikely 
given the expense, with councillors having 
the option to solicit applications from the 
public. 

As the process is new ground for the 
township, staff is still working out the de-
tails on the in-term replacement protocol, 
she added.

Hahn said this week a Stratford-based 
job that he started at the beginning of the 
year was taking up too much of his time to 
allow him to continue as a councillor. 

“There are just not enough hours in the 
day,” he said in an interview Monday. 

“If I stayed on, it would be just going 
through the motions, just collecting a pay-
cheque. I didn’t think that was right,” he 
explained of his resignation. “This was the 
only decision that made sense.”

Hahn is remaining an Elmira resident, 
but doesn’t have any plans just now for 
running again in future elections if his 
schedule permits it.

“I’ll cross that bridge when I come to 
it. It’s just too hectic right now,” he said, 
noting he took pleasure in his time as a 
councillor. 

“I enjoyed it. I certainly didn’t want to 
leave it, but I’m leaving on good terms.”

Scott Hahn resigns 
from Woolwich 
council, citing 
time constraints

Scott Hahn

Waterloo board to look at 
full-year schooling option

The WRDSB voted in favour of forming a committee to look into the option of a full-year school calendar, citing the benefits of less  learning lost. [FILE PHOTO]

SCHOOL’S OUT FOR SUMMER. 
It’s a familiar refrain, but one 
that may eventually change, 
though not any time soon. 

The Waterloo Region Dis-
trict School Board will be look-
ing at changes to that long-
established practice, voting to 
form a committee last week 
that will study the option of 
full-year schooling.

As envisioned by the board, 
that concept would see the 
same number of school days, 
but with classes continuing 
through the summer; the 
breaks would be scattered 
throughout the year, rather 
than concentrated during July 
and August.

The idea was proposed by 
board trustee Kathi Smith as 
way to provide a more bal-
anced calendar.

The committee will take 

Trustees vote to form a committee that will consult with parents, students and staff , 
draw on experience elsewhere, including a Peel Region project running since 2005

ALI WILSON

STEVE KANNON
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LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

WE ARE YOUR 
SOURCE FOR:

UPGRADE YOUR FURNACE TODAY!
Competitive RatesFREE Estimates!

FURNACE MAINTENANCECALL OR 
EMAIL FOR

CALL 519-206-0336CONESTOGO www.koebelhcm.com
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE

FURNACES | AIR CONDITIONERS | WATER HEATERS
FIREPLACES | AIR FILTRATION | HUMIDIFIERS 

HRVʼS | BBQ LINES | GAS PIPING
519-669-0237

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

• Advanced Cosmetic Procedures
• Laser         •   Electrolysis
• Microblading
• IPL (Photofacial)
• Waxing

Come in and see 
our NEW Vivier 
Skincare travel 
kits, the perfect 

size for your 
carry on luggage.

TAKING 
A 

TRIP?
our NEW Vivier 
Skincare travel 
kits, the perfect 

size for your 
carry on luggage.

our NEW Vivier 
Skincare travel 
kits, the perfect 

size for your 
carry on luggage.

CENTRE CUT PORK CHOPS $2.99/lb. Reg.$3.70/lb.

PINE RIVER HAVARTI CHEESE $7.99/lb. Reg.$8.75/lb.

$3.99/lb. Reg.$4.75/lb.

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - NOON

Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

BEEF BLADE 
ROAST

$499
/lb Reg.

$5.55/lb.

DELI SLICED HAM KIELBASA

or there are individual 
students who have some 
struggles getting back up 
to speed after breaks, then 
this is one way that we can 
explore to see whether 
reducing the amount of 
breaks will help those 
children to eventually suc-
ceed.”

The idea has caused 
some concern, and a back-
lash has come mostly with 
older students who may use 
the summer time to gain 
valuable work experience 
and parents who think the 
change will happen over-
night. However, McMillan 
assures people this is only 
the beginning of a very 

lengthy consultation and 
research period before any 
decisions are made, and 
the original motion put 
forward applies just to el-
ementary schools.

“This is a long process. I 
know there was some fear 
in that this change was go-
ing to be implemented for 
this summer – there is no 

possibility that any changes 
will happen this summer,” 
said McMillan. “I think it’s 
important to note that we 
are just exploring this idea 
and, with any system, there 
are going to be pros and 
cons. It’s just important to 
understand what the pros 
and cons are and to make 
a decision based on what 

makes sense and [not] sim-
ply because that’s what we 
have always done.

“I think there are a lot of 
parents that are worried 
that without consultation, 
without any opportunity to 
opt in or opt out, they are 
going to be going to school 
August 1. That’s just not 
going to be the case.”

The committee, which 
will involve trustees, staff 
and community members 
as well as students, is yet 
to be formed. When estab-
lished, it will be asking for 
input from parents, students 
and staff  over the next few 
months, with the commit-
tee expecting to report their 
findings by November. 

SCHOOLING: No changes are imminent, and program likely to start on an opt-in basis
FROM | 3

The tree may be down, but Christmas keeps on giving
Elora Community Theatre plays the season for laughs with In-laws, Outlaws and Other People (That Should Be Shot)

ALI WILSON

IF YOU DIDN’T FIND the 
true meaning of Christmas 
over the holidays, you’ll get 
another chance next month 
when the Elora Community 
Theatre stages In-laws, Out-
laws and Other People (That 
Should Be Shot). The op-
portunity also comes with 
plenty of laughs. 

Starting February 2 at the 
Fergus Grand Theatre, the 
dysfunctional family holi-
day comedy makes merry 
with the off-kilter family 
members everyone makes 
fun of for their quirks and 
strange behaviours, espe-
cially during holiday get-
togethers. 

“It’s got a great title, eh?” 
joked ECT’s Deb Stanson of 
the play. “If you want a re-
ally good belly laugh and a 
really good feel-good com-
edy for this time of the year, 
I think it’s perfect. We have 
a great cast assembled com-
ing from all over – Kitch-
ener, Elmira, Rockwood, 
Guelph and Elora – and a 

marvellous set.”
The play is set at a Christ-

mas Eve dinner in a mod-
est, upper-middle-class 
home in snowy Brooklyn. 
The excitement begins 
when two bumbling crooks 
that have just robbed a 

members and neighbours 
who keep dropping by.

“It is a lot of fun, a lot of 
eccentric characters, and at 
one point you’re wonder-
ing who is holding hostage 
who,” said Stanson.

The ECT production of 

the comedy by playwright 
Steve Franco is being direct-
ed by Stan Jensen, whose 
job it is to bring every lousy 
habit of the strange Douglas 
family to the forefront. Jen-
sen has 15 cast members to 
guide through the hysteria. 

“It is a family show, writ-
ten back in 2007. The play-
wright himself was a high 
school teacher. He actually 
wrote it for a school, so 
there is no profanity in it 
or adult situations; it is 
what we call a true holiday 
farce.” 

And having the produc-
tion come out in February, 
post-Christmas, Stanson 
explains, was a way to keep 
the yuletide festivities 
going. And perhaps help 
launch people out of those 
winter blues with a good 
laugh.  

The Elora Community 
Theatre production of In-
laws, Outlaws and Other 
People (That Should Be 
Shot) runs at the Fergus 
Grand Theatre Fridays (Feb-
ruary 2 and 9) at  8 p.m., 
Saturdays (February 3 and 
10) with  2 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
show times, and Sundays 
(February 4  at 11) at  2 p.m.. 
Tickets available at the 
theatre box office by calling 
(519) 787-1981 or online at 
fergusgrandtheatre.ca.

bank, Tony and Vinny, use 
a ruse to gain entrance into 
the house and spend the 
evening holding the un-
controllable Douglas family 
hostage. The unmanageable 
situation gets worse with an 
ever-growing list of family 

ON STAGE / LOCAL THEATRE

In-Laws, Outlaws and Other People (That Should Be Shot) will be running from February 2-4 and February 9-11 at the Fergus Grand Theatre. [SUBMITTED]
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POLICE BLOTTER

J A N U A R Y  1 5

5:00 PM | Waterloo Regional 
Police responded to a report of a 
collision on St. Charles Street East 
near Maryhill where a 16-year-
old Wellington County girl was 
travelling eastbound when she lost 
control and struck a hydro pole. The 

Snowmobile deaths up, 
police urge caution
THE ONTARIO PRO-
VINCIAL POLICE (OPP) 
responded to 27 snow-
mobile deaths during the 
2016-2017 season, marking 
the highest number of fa-
talities since the winter of 
2003-2004. 

Last season was also the 
worst on record for snow-
mobilers whose ride took 
a tragic turn while travel-
ling on frozen waterways, 
police reported this week. 
One third (nine) of last 
season’s victims died as a 
result of their snowmobiles 
either going through the 
ice or entering open water. 

As the OPP kicked off 
Safe Snowmobile Week 
with the Ontario Federa-
tion of Snowmobile Clubs 
(OFSC), they are urging 
snowmobilers to leave all 

forms of risky behaviour 
behind when heading out 
for a ride, especially when 
riding on frozen water-
ways. 

“The spike in snowmo-
bile fatalities and all-time 
record high in ice-related 
deaths last season are un-
acceptable. The vast major-
ity of the 27 snowmobilers 
who died took unnecessary 
risks instead of making it a 
safe, enjoyable ride that got 
them home safely to their 
families. With very few ex-
ceptions, speeding, driving 
too fast for the conditions, 
consuming alcohol, riding 
on unsafe ice and other 
risky behaviours are what 
lead to snowmobile deaths 
every year,” said OPP Depu-
ty Commissioner Brad Blair 
in a release.

driver was transported to an area 
hospital with minor injuries. The 
Investigation is ongoing.

J A N U R Y  1 7

1:44 PM | Wellington 
County OPP received two reports 
of vehicles being entered on Cross 

Creek Boulevard east of Ariss. 
Sometime overnight, between 
January 16 and 17, 2018 unknown 
suspect(s) entered at least two 
vehicle and possibly more. In the 
two reported entries, sunglasses, 
gift cards and a backpack were 
stolen. Any person with informa-
tion regarding this or any other 
criminal activity should contact 
the Wellington County OPP at 
1-888-310-1122. Should you wish to 

remain anonymous, you may call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS) or submit a tip on-line 
at www.csgw.tips. You may be 
eligible for a reward from Crime 
Stoppers of up to $2,000.
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3:30 PM | A two-vehicle col-
lision occurred at the roundabout 
at Arthur Street South and Sawmill 
Road near St. Jacobs.  The collision 
involved a woman from Elmira 
driving a silver Honda and a man 
from Cambridge driving a grey 
Toyota.   There were no injuries 
reported, but the Elmira woman 
was charged with ‘careless driving.’

Elora still cashing 
in on the slots

The Township of Centre Wellington 
raked in another $540, 715 in the last 
quarter (October to December 2017) 
for playing host to the OLG Slots at 
Grand River Raceway. 

Since the facility opened in 
December 2003, Centre Wellington has 
received more than $28.5 million in 
non-tax gaming revenue. 

These payments are made under a 
formula in the Municipality Contribu-
tion Agreement that determines the 
fee municipalities receive for hosting 
an OLG gaming facility and are based 

on an escalating scale of slot machine 
revenue that is consistent across all 
sites in Ontario. 

At approximately $2 billion annually, 
OLG provides the Ontario government 
with its largest source of non-tax 
revenue. 

LED streetlights 
already paying off

Woolwich’s decision to convert all 
of its streetlights to LED fixtures is 
already paying dividends.

The move was intended to save on 
electricity costs and repairs, but the 
savings became apparent very early 

on, as the work was carried out just 
last year. 

Having budgeted $165,000 for 
energy costs in 2017, the actual 
amount was $112,000. For this year, 
the township budget reflects a project 
costs of $102,000, councillors heard at 
a special budget meeting January 18.

“We’re hoping that this good-news 
story only gets better,” said director 
of engineering and planning Dan 
Kennaley.

Woolwich budgeted $432,500 
for 2016 and 2017 to replace all its 
streetlights, with even the projected 
capital costs decreasing in the second 
year.

Flu season boosts 
hospital wait time

A large influx of patients dealing 
with flu symptoms has local hospitals 
advising people there may be long 
wait times, making other options 
perhaps more convenient.

Patients should consider their 
health need and make a choice on the 
best avenue of care, administrators at 
Grand River and St. Mary’s hospitals  
suggest. For less urgent needs, 
patients are advised to consider 
current emergency waits as well as 
locations and hours for local walk-in 
clinics. Information is available at: 

www.grhosp.on.ca/ed-wait-times 
and www.smgh.ca/ed-wait-times.

“While we absolutely will provide 
assessment for all patients who come 
to our emergency departments, 
our mandate is to care for the most 
serious and life threatening situations 
first. For patients with less serious 
needs, there are many other health 
options that can support their care,” 
said Dr. Irene Mitrana, who practices 
at both Grand River and St. Mary’s 
hospitals, in a release this week.

Hospitals triage patients based on 
the urgency of their health need. 
Patients with less serious needs may 
have longer waits to see a doctor. 

Full moon fever 
to be eclipsed

If you’re up early enough on 
Wednesday morning (January 31), you’ll 
not only be able to check out the Blue 
Moon – the second full moon of the 
same month – but a lunar eclipse.

While the eclipse will be a total one, 
from our vantage point here it’ll only be 
a partial one, beginning at about 6:48 
a.m. The moon will already have set in 
this time zone before the full eclipse 
takes place.

A lunar eclipse occurs as the moon 
slides into the Earth’s shadow, making 
its surface appear red.

A Big �artfe� �ank You
TO THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTORS FOR MAKING

THE ST. CLEMENTS CHRISTMAS PARADE A SUCCESS:

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK THE 
VOLUNTEERS AND FLOAT DONATORS.

Sincerely,
St. Clements Parade
Committee

AUTO FLEET SERVICES  
BENDER DEVELOPMENTS     
BGL CONTRACTORS                                          
MY SISTER’S KITCHEN
BUTCH VOISIN PAVEMENT MARKING          
M & G ENTERPRISES
CHALLENGER MOTOR FREIGHT                     
PIONEER LOG HOMES                                                           
CMT INC.                                                               
CIBC  
CREATIVE ASPHALT 

DIETRICH PLUMBING                                          
RICHMOND HEATING
FACH EXCAVATING   
FORWELL ELECTRIC                                        
RIEPERT SALT
G-FORCE                                                              
SCHNEIDERS MEATS
 HERRGOTT PALLETS                                        
SUN CONSTRUCTION
HANK’S AUTO WRECKERS                               
ST CLEMENTS SNOWMOBILE CLUB

HEART & HOME
HEIDELBERG RESTAURANT 
 AND TAVERN
HB HC HOCKEY CLUB                                         
VERNLA TRANSPORT
JOHN’S NURSERY                                                
VOISIN CHRYSLER                                                                                
KIESWETTERS EXCAVATING                            
WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP
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10:15 AM | Police and 
emergency serviced attended an 
address in Wellesley Township in 
response to a medical incident. 
Upon arrival a child was located 
deceased. Members from traffic 
services, major crime and forensic 
identification units are investigat-
ing the circumstances of the death. 
With the assistance of the coroner’s 
office, the investigation continues.

J A N U A R Y  2 1

9:30 AM | A two vehicle 
collision took place at Northfield 
Drive East and Line 86 in Woolwich 
Township., where a Waterloo man 

driving a black Chevrolet SUV struck 
the back of a blue Honda being 
driven by a Waterloo man. There 
were no injuries.

J A N U A R Y  2 2

1:23 AM | A Waterloo Region 
snowplow struck a hydro pole when 
the driver lost control of the ve-
hicle on black ice while travelling on 
Country Squire Road near Glasgow 
Street south of Conestogo. No one 
was injured. No charges were laid.

5:55 AM | An Alma man driv-
ing a grey Saab lost control of his 
vehicle due to icy road conditions 
and struck a hydro pole while trav-
elling on Reid Woods Drive at Third 
Line in Woolwich Township.  The 
vehicle suffered serious damage. 
There were no charges.

9:28 AM | A three-vehicle 
collision took place Fife Road in 
Woolwich Township.   A red Jeep 
driven by a Guelph man, a red 
Pontiac driven by a Kitchener 
woman and a blue Ford driven by 
a Kitchener woman were involved, 
the result of icy road conditions.   
There were no injuries and no 
charges were laid.

12:42 PM | Police were called 
to an address on Northfield Drive 
East in Woolwich Township due to 
damage to a motor vehicle.   The 
damage appeared to be a result of 
a road rage incident.   The suspect 
was not identified.

He noted that this year, 
the township had care-
fully scrutinized the reserve 
funds, to ensure they were 
stable for future projects.

“We’re putting money 
aside for the fire hall in St. 
Clements. Actually this year 
we’re going to have a look 
at the engineering and get 
that done, and then hope-
fully the following year we 
can start doing some major 
work up there,” he said.

In the operating costs, 
wages had predictably gone 
up in light of the minimum 
wage hike at the start of the 
year. The budget for part-
time employee wages in 
the recreation department 
doubled to $75,000, though 
still only represented a frac-

tion of the $500,000 allot-
ted for full-time workers. 
Similarly, part-time wages 
for planning and works 
employees increased 40 per 
cent to $40,000 – though 
the change was marginal 
next to the $665,000 for 
full-time staff.

A new reserve fund was 
also set up for a future park 
at the corner of Hutchinson 
and Queens Bush roads. 
Money collected in this 
reserve will go towards cre-
ating the new parkland in 
Wellesley Village.

In grant revenue, the 
township is anticipating 
$805,000 this year, includ-
ing an Ontario Municipality 
Partnership Fund (OMPF) 
transfer of $781,000, a 14 
per cent increase over last 

BUDGET: Township keeping a close eye on its 
reserve funds earmarked for future construction
FROM | COVER year’s grant.

The draft budget has 
been approved tentatively 
by the township council, 
after public meetings last 
week. One more public 
meeting will be held Feb-
ruary 6 at the regularly 
scheduled council meeting, 
where council is looking 
to ratify the budget. The 
2018 draft budget can be 
reviewed on the township’s 
website at  www.wellesley.
ca.

Smaller items on the bud-
get include the closure of 
the concession stand at the 
St. Clements arena, which 
had been operating at a 
loss; a bump in recurring 
computer expenses; and 
new revenues of $14,000 
from fire inspections.
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THE RESIGNATION OF WOOLWICH council-
lor Scott Hahn leaves the township looking to 
fill the vacancy. It’s not a commonplace situa-
tion here, so there’s been some scrambling in-
volved. Eventually, council will have to decide 
on a format to put someone in the Ward 1 seat.

With a general election set for the fall, Woolwich’s likely 
route will be appointing someone to the position. The op-
tions will be discussed when council next meets on January 
30. An appointment would involve interested residents 
submitting their names for consideration, rather than going 
with a runner-up from the 2014 election, for instance. 

The new councillor would serve out the remainder of 
Hahn’s term, which runs through the end of the year.

This is a chance for someone to take an active role in mu-
nicipal governance, to perhaps get a taste for the job with 
an eye towards running when Woolwich residents, and all 
other Ontarians, go to the polls on Oct. 22, 2018. 

If you’ve ever thought about getting involved, or have 
any issues/complaints you’d like to address in looking to 
improve governance in the township, this could be your 
chance.

In that light, we’re calling on public-minded citizens to 
come forward – the pay’s not too great, the hours erratic, 
the public ungrateful and the media coverage scathing, but 
aside from that, it’s a great job and a way to both shape and 
serve the community where you live.

Municipal councils do have a great deal of influence over 
the quality of life in their communities. That’s especially 
true in the townships, where even small decisions can have 
a noticeable impact. Because that’s the case, it’s even more 
important to have community-minded people at the helm, 
those with the drive to enhance the quality of life here.

From our perspective, that requires candidates who are 
willing to act in the interests of the public. That seems self-
evident, but in Woolwich particularly that’s far too often not 
the case. As with the bureaucrats to which councillors often 
defer, the elected officials conflate their interests with those 
of the citizenry. Co-opted into the bubble, they take on the 
mindset of the public sector employees whose interests 
are increasingly at odds with residents’ needs, particularly 
when it comes to spending priorities and keeping budgets 
under control. (The budget debates – perhaps too grandiose 
a word for the limited discussion that goes on – are well un-
derway, so any new appointee would be out of the loop for 
this year.)

For the system to work properly, even municipal politics 
must be like the legal system: adversarial. When warranted, 
council members must be at odds with staff and even with 
each other, as debate makes for better representation. Un-
fortunately, such democratic and accountable action is in 
short supply.

With aging infrastructure putting mounting pressure 
on budgets at the same time as most Ontarians face rising 
costs, particularly for housing, and stagnating incomes, 
something’s got to give. That will require council decisions 
that puts the public’s needs ahead of administrative and 
program spending that serves few if any residents. Properly 
engaged councillors will identify cuts and stick with doing 
what’s best for residents, bringing their own strength to an 
environment that will try to co-opt them.

Anyone interested in applying for the Ward 1 position 
would be wise to heed those points, rather than what might 
be coming from those inside the bubble. 

Put public first 
in filling vacant 
council seat

Turkey’s President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan is an angry 
man at the best of times, 
but last week he outdid 
himself: “This is what we 
have to say to all our allies: 
don’t get in between us and 
terrorist organizations, or 
we will not be responsible 
for the unwanted conse-
quences.” That was a barely 
veiled threat that he will 
use force against American 
troops if they try to stop 
him from attacking the Syr-
ian Kurds.

The iron law of interna-
tional politics in the Mid-
dle East is that everybody 
betrays the Kurds. It was 
on display again in Iraq last 
October when the Baghdad 
government seized almost 
half the territory ruled by 
the Kurdistan Regional 
Government.

In obedience to that un-
written law, nobody else 
objected – including the 
United States, even though 
it had armed the Iraqi 
Kurds to fight ISIS. But now 
the U.S. government has 
effectively told the Syrian 

Will the U.S. betray the Syrian Kurds? Should they?
Kurds that they can keep 
the huge chunk of Syria 
they control for the indefi-
nite future. And the Turk-
ish government, predict-
ably, has gone ballistic.

In President Erdogan’s 
book, any Kurd with a gun 
in his hand is a ‘terrorist,’ 
and the Syrian Kurds are a 
‘terror army.’ In fact, they 
played the main role, under 
U.S. air cover, in destroying 
the Syrian base of the real 
terrorists: Islamic State. As 
a result the army that the 
Kurds dominate, the Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF), 
now controls almost half of 
Syria’s territory.

It’s the northeastern, 
relatively empty half, 
with less than one-fifth of 
Syria’s population, but it 
includes all of Syria’s bor-
der with Iraq and almost 
all its border with Turkey. 
Washington has confirmed 
that it will help the SDF 
create a new 30,000 ‘bor-
der security force’ over the 
next several years that will 
police those borders – and 
also the ‘internal’ border 
between Kurdish-con-
trolled Syria and the rest of 
the country.

The ‘rest of the country’ 
is now mostly back under 
the control of Bashar al-

Assad’s regime, after six 
years of civil war, thanks 
largely to the intervention 
of the Russian air force 
and Iranian militas. Both 
Moscow and Tehran im-
mediately accused the 
United States of planning 
to partition Syria, and there 
is some substance in the 
accusation.

Washington is indeed 
creating a Kurdish-ruled 
protectorate in the north-
eastern half of Syria, and 
has declared that 2,000 
U.S. troops will stay there 
indefinitely. Or, to be more 
precise, until progress has 
been made in the UN-led 
peace talks in Geneva and 
it is certain that Islamic 
State is permanently de-
feated. Which is another 
way of saying indefinitely.

The main purpose of this 
sudden escalation in the 
U.S. commitment in Syria 
is presumably to stop the 
Russians from winning a 
total victory in the coun-
try. The Syrian regime, of 
course, has denounced the 
plan as a “blatant attack” 
on its sovereignty – but 
Turkey is the only country 
threatening to kill Ameri-
cans over it.

The Kurds always get be-
trayed because what they 

really want is an indepen-
dent Kurdistan including 
all 20 million Kurds. But to 
create that, the four most 
powerful countries in the 
region – Turkey, Iran, Syria 
and Iraq – would all have 
to be partially dismantled. 
They will do whatever it 
takes to prevent that.

Erdogan re-started the 
war with Turkey’s own 
Kurdish separatists two 
years ago mainly for elec-
toral advantage, but he re-
ally is fanatical on the sub-
ject. He is convinced that 
the Syrian Kurdish orga-
nization, the YFP, is really 
just a branch of Turkey’s 
own PKK (which does have 
a terrorist past), and he is 
determined to destroy it.

The declaration of a de 
facto American protector-
ate over the Kurdish-dom-
inated parts of Syria only 
makes the matter more ur-
gent in Erdogan’s eyes. “A 
country we call an ally [the 
U.S.] is insisting on form-
ing a terror army on our 
border,” Erdogan said in a 
speech in Ankara on Janu-
ary 15. “What can that ter-
ror army target but Turkey? 
Our mission is to strangle it 
before it’s even born.”

DYER | 8

With the resignation of Scott Hahn, Woolwich council sets its priorities for filling the vacant seat for the remainder of the term.
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Elmira activist still had a long to-do list before losing battle with cancer

THERE’S A PROVERB IN a 
variety of forms that goes 
something along the lines 
of, “A man has made at 
least a start on discovering 
the meaning of human life 
when he plants shade trees 
under which he knows full 
well he will never sit.”

Michael Purves-Smith, 
who died last week at the 
age of 72, knew that much 
of the environmental work 
he’d focused on in recent 
years would require ages to 
pan out, but he expected to 
be around to see some of it 
unfold, if not bear fruit.

But a cancer diagnosis 
just a couple of months 
ago put an end to that, as it 
has to far too many lives in 
progress. 

Even as he was caught 
up in the cancer battle, he 
would have been disap-
pointed by the prospect of 
not being here to continue 
the much larger fight for 
a better environment, the 
one that involves all of us. 
Unlike most of us, however, 
Michael was very much 

aware of our connection 
with nature, a link we’ve 
lost to our own peril.

Instead, the more tech-
savvy our society becomes, 
the more we delude our-
selves into believing that 
humans are immune to 
the laws of nature and can 
magically replenish our 
planet’s finite resources. 
We’re unwilling to take even 
relatively simple, easy steps 
that would reduce demand 
for water, electricity and 
fuel unless a smart market-
ing campaign convinces us 
that we’ll save big bucks. 
Modern conveniences have 
not only made us lazy, but 
have led us to assume that 
the arc of human better-
ment is inevitable, and that 
we are just passive observ-
ers of man’s triumphant 
mastery over nature.

It’s more than a little 
ironic that the incidence of 
cancer has increased even 
as we’ve “mastered” nature. 
Why that’s the case is open 
to great speculation. Ram-
pant pollution of our air, 
water and soil? Toxins in 
the food we eat, the build-
ings where we live and 
work? Poor diet and exer-
cise? Stress from our 24/7 
lifestyles? Damage from the 

ubiquitous electromagnetic 
waves in our lives? 

Whatever the reason, the 
disease is growing more 
prevalent. A 2014 study by 
the U.S. Institute for Health 
Metrics and Evaluation 
(IHME) found there were 
14.9 million new cancer 
cases and 8.2 million cancer 
deaths worldwide the previ-
ous year. The leading cause 
of cancer incidence for men 
was prostate cancer, which 
caused 1.4 million new cas-
es and 293,000 deaths. In 
2013 there were 1.8 million 
new cases of breast cancer 
and 464,000 deaths. Breast 
cancer has remained the 
leading cause of incident 
cancer cases for women 
between 1990 and 2013, but 
the number of new cases 
doubled during this period, 
the study found.

Overall, cancer was the 
second-leading cause of 
death globally after car-
diovascular disease, and 
the proportion of deaths 
around the world due to 
cancer increased to 15 per 
cent in 2013 from 12 per 
cent in 1990. 

Add in the rise of other 
risks related to our species 
mucking about with things 
– from mutating viruses 

to climate change – and 
you’ve got the recipe for a 
less-than-stellar future for 
homo sapiens. 

On the issue of how our 
future might play out, 
Michael and I certainly dif-
fered. 

Where I see a dystopic 
future – an advancing po-
lice state, filled with surveil-
lance, loss of democracy 
and environmental collapse 
– he remained optimistic 
that the better angels of our 
nature would emerge.

“I’m an optimist because 
it doesn’t make sense to 
not be one,” he told me in 
discussing Rocky Mountain 
Locust, his two-volume en-
vironmental novel.

His take on post-apoca-
lyptic society is decidedly 
upbeat, painting a romantic 
picture of humanity re-
learning to become part of 
nature. That may seem odd 
given that the story begins 
with a virus – one of those 
likely large-scale threats 
to the species – killing off 
almost every human. The 
few survivors, having lost 
the bulk of all the modern 
conveniences we currently 
take for granted, learn to 
cooperate with nature and 
each other. He essentially 

imagines life if we had a do-
over, a chance to avoid the 
many mistakes we made on 
the road to “progress.”

The optimism of the nov-
el was reflected in Michael’s 
own take on efforts to at 
least begin undoing some 
of the environmental harms 
we’ve done to the planet 
and ourselves, as we remain 
a part of nature despite our 
assertions to the contrary.  

Keenly interested in envi-
ronmental matters such as 
climate change for much of 
his life, Michael was equally 
keen to share his passion 
with others, to work with 
them to find solutions – a 
passion he kept to the end. 

It was the same philo-
sophy with which he ap-
proached music, his chosen 
profession. A retired profes-
sor of music, having taught 
at Brock and Wilfrid Laurier 
universities, he played the 
keyboard, oboe and other 
wind instruments. He com-
posed and orchestrated 
music, serving as the direc-
tor of ensembles such as 
the WLU Baroque and Early 
Music program and as artis-
tic director of the Welling-
ton Winds for three decades 
until his retirement. 

Music was his companion 

through the last couple of 
months, even when hospi-
tal-bound.

It was his environmental 
and political activism, how-
ever, that fuelled most of 
our discussions. 

In retirement, he had 
more time for such issues 
– writing a pair of books, 
for instance. While opti-
mistic, he certainly wasn’t 
under the impression that 
solutions to climate change 
would be either quick or 
easy. Growing public aware-
ness was helpful, but con-
crete steps, however small, 
needed to be encouraged, 
he argued. Perhaps in time, 
the ship could be set on a 
new course. 

He never expected to 
reach the final destina-
tion, if there is in fact one 
to reach, but saw himself 
doing more to help in the 
meantime, says his wife of 
50 years, Shannon. That’s 
the story that cancer cut 
short. 

For those of us still here, 
and the others who will 
inevitably come until such 
time as that’s no longer the 
case – collapse inevitable in 
my pessimistic view, avoid-
able in his optimistic one – 
the future is unwritten.

Who is your favourite hockey player?

“Matt McKay.”

 » Tyler McBay

“Steve Yzerman.”

 » Ethan Skinner

“Eric Lindros.”

 » Trent Brown

“Joe Thornton.”

 » Matt McKay

“Ethan Skinner.”

 » Tyler Mazzocato

“I find it very upsetting and unfair that religious institutions pay  no land tax.” Ingrid von Hausen | 8
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NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Betraying the Kurds may 
lead to a more peaceful outcome
FROM | 6

 » Cancer Care Ontario

That’s nonsense: the 
Syrian Kurds are not ter-
rorists. They are American 
allies – and when the Turk-
ish army first attacked 
Kurdish-controlled areas of 
northern Syria last spring, 
U.S. troops drove in front 
of the Kurdish lines flying 
very large American flags 
to protect their allies from 
Turkish fire.

What Erdogan meant in 
that quote at the start was 
that next time, if American 
soldiers and flags obstruct 
Turkish operations, they 
will be blown away. Does 
he mean it? He may not 

know himself, but his army 
is going to move into sev-
eral parts of Syrian Kurdish 
territory this week or next. 
Turkish artillery is already 
softening the targets up.

But the likelihood of 
a shooting war between 
Turks and Americans 
remains very low. Like 
Obama before him, Trump 
is pursuing a policy in 
Syria that is not backed up 
by enough force to make 
it credible. Everybody as-
sumes that he is bluffing, 
and that he will betray the 
Syrian Kurds in the end. 

For the peace of the 
world, it’s probably better 
that he does.

In 2018, 90,483 new cases of cancer will be diagnosed in Ontario 
and 30,574 people will die from the disease. Of those, people 
between the ages of 60 of 79 will account for more than half of all 
cancers. One in two Ontarians are expected to be diagnosed with 
cancer in their lifetime.

 » Unifor national president Jerry Dias takes the Trudeau government to task for 
reversing course and agreeing to sign a resurrected version of the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP)

“Despite a new name, there is nothing remotely progressive about 
the TPP, and Unifor remains opposed to this bad trade deal. 
Rebranding TPP as Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership is a joke. It isn’t progress for workers—it’s a broken 
promise by the government. Not only does the TPP fail to advance 
a progressive trade agenda, it moves us completely in the wrong 
direction.”

 » From the Jan. 27, 2007 edition of The Observer

The road was cleared this week for a twin-pad recreation facility in 
Elmira as the committee overseeing the project agreed to pursue 
that option. The move puts aside recent squabbling to concentrate 
on ways to make the proposal a reality. Previously split on the 
viability of building two ice surfaces at the Snyder Avenue complex, 
members of the Woolwich Recreation Facilities Steering Committee 
were unanimous in Wednesday night’s vote.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

Rethinking things 
in light of religions’ 
many harms

To the Editor,
YOU HIT A NERVE. IN my 
old age (84), I am getting 
more and more anti-reli-
gious; nothing I am reading 
endears me to  traditional 
belief systems.  

I have a list in my head 
where I classify reli-
gions. Islam is at the very 
bottom, along with Ca-
tholicism, those funny reli-
gions (fundamentalist) and 
cults. Somewhere in the 
middle are the Mennonites, 
though they have slipped 
lately –I forget why. At 
the top tentatively is, may-
be, the United Church. I 
won’t bother you with my 
criteria. 

I find it very upsetting 
and unfair that religious 
institutions pay  no land 
tax. In light of all the dam-

age religions have done, 
this needs to be abol-
ished. Canada is no longer a 
Christian country (yes, Mr. 
Albrecht). In the good ole   
days when this country 
was established, Christian-
ity was considered a good 
idea, and the only moral 
choice. In light of what 
has been done to Indians 
as well as the colonized all 
over the world, this attitude 
is no longer tenable. 

So, let’s give secularism 
a chance. Maybe we free 
thinkers can do a better 
job, but don’t count on 
it. At bottom, we are all the 
old Adam and Eve. 

INGRID VON HAUSEN | NEW HAMBURG

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from January 29nd – February 3rd

Fresh 80-85%

$13.00 REG. PRICE
$16.00 ea.

Store Made
Turkey Summer 
Sausage Chubs

Lean Ground 
Beef

Pork
Sausage

Store Made - Sliced

Back
Bacon

REG. PRICE
$5.99 lb.

$4.99

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$2.99

Fresh Local Reg. or Garlic

12 Pack
Pepperstix

Store Made
New York 

Striploin Steaks
$9.99 REG. PRICE

$11.99 /lb.

Fresh

REG. PRICE
$3.99/lb

REG. PRICE
$4.99 ea.$4.49

REG. PRICE
$4.29 /lb.

$3.79

No excuse for poor 
snow clearing, 
garbage collection

To the Editor,
KUDOS TO DONALD 
DENSTEDT and Carolyn 
Hertzberger, re, last week’s 
“Woolwich needs to get 
back to basics with snow 
clearing services.” (Letter, 
Observer, Jan. 18/18).

We could not have ex-
pressed it any better. For 
the amount of taxes we 
pay in the town of Elmira, 
we are not happy with the 
service we have received in 
the past couple of months. 
Snow clearing has been 
abominable, leaving us 
with messy streets since 
Christmas. 

I have a friend in Queen 
Street who has three 
small children she walks 
to school every morning, 

and she says it has been an 
absolute nightmare for her 
to negotiate herself around 
the unplowed streets and 
sidewalks every day. 

Garbage pickup has 
been, to say the least, a 
joke, for the past month. 
We do not know if things 
are going to be picked up 
or not; no excuse should 
be tolerated with the re-
ply from the company in 
charge: “We did not expect 
this much garbage between 
Christmas and New Year.” 
You have a contract, fulfill 
it. You are getting paid gen-
erously – it is a business 
transaction like any other. 

We hope this is a one-off, 
and the new company will 
adhere.

Snow removal is ex-
actly the same: More snow? 
More removal! 

DR. JACQUES BREDENKAMP  
AND ELZE BREDENKAMP | ELMIRA

https://observerxtra.com/write-a-letter/

Start the 
conversation.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

Comment on any 
of our stories 

online.
observerxtra.com
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SPORTS
CURLING / PROVINCIAL LEVEL

It’s official, Woolwich to host 
Curling Ontario championship
Local curling club looking to boost profi le of sport in the community as a result of hosting in 2019

FAISAL ALI

GALEA | 11

OPEN
COUNTRY

Glamourous 
power to 
the people

AS I WRITE THIS we are ex-
periencing a power outage 
so large and widespread 
that Hydro One is telling us 
that our service will return 
two days hence. Needless 
to say, I am overjoyed – 
first because I know that 
they are underselling. 

I liken it to a man with 
bad acne telling the wom-
an he is emailing that he 
has a mild case of leprosy. 
When she finally meets 
him in person, she will be 
able to say, “What do you 
know; it wasn’t as bad as 
he sold it.”

The second reason I am 
overjoyed is that this is 
one of those events that 
any red-blooded outdoors-
man takes as a survival 
challenge. And, like all 
outdoorsmen, I love a good 
survival challenge.

Yes, because of this mi-
nor inconvenience, I will 
be able to finally deter-

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

IT WAS AN EXCITING day 
for Woolwich on Tuesday, 
as representatives from the 
Ontario Curling Association 
came by to officially an-
nounce Elmira as the host 
of next year’s provincial 
championships.

The OCA members met 
with township staff, includ-
ing Mayor Sandy Shantz, 
and members of the Elmira 
& District Curling Club 
at the Dan Snyder arena 
which, this time next year, 
is expected to be packed 
and roaring with fans.

“We appreciate you tak-
ing on the onus to host 
such an event. It’s fantastic, 
and to have the commu-
nity behind these kinds of 
events is everything,” said 
the OCA’s Andrew Denny-
Petch.

“We’re projecting some-
where between $1.2 and 
$1.4 million in stimulus, 
which is excellent. And in a 
facility like this, it doesn’t 
get any better for the pres-
tige of these events.”

Between Jan. 27 and Feb. 
3, 2019, the township will be 
host to a myriad of teams 

XXXXXXXX | xx

Win streak snapped, Kings have now dropped last two
ALI WILSON

THE ELMIRA SUGAR 
KINGS’ five-game win 
streak came to end Sunday 
afternoon when the team 
dropped a 5-1 decision to 
Listowel. That was fol-

lowed up Tuesday night 
with another loss, this time 
1-0 against Kitchener.

Sunday also marked 
the Kings’ annual charity 
game. With close to 800 
people in attendance the 
team raised north of $6,000 

for Elmira District Com-
munity Living. The jersey 
auction after the game saw 
Tyler Mazzocato’s sweater 
go for a whopping $600.

“It is a great feeling to 
give back to the commu-
nity because they always 

support us at these games, 
like the auction games. We 
had 800-some people here 
today, so it’s good to see all 
of the jerseys go for how 
much that they do and give 
back to community living 
this year,” said Mazzocato.

Despite the charitable 
offerings, Listowel spoiled 
the party with a 5-1 victory. 

The Cyclones came out 
the better team, scoring 
their first at 1:27 into the 
frame, and again at just 
2:42. 

Although Danny Skinner, 
Elmira’s Ethan Skinner’s 
younger brother, pulled 
off an assist on the second 
goal, there doesn’t seem 
to be any signs of sibling 

and visitors from all over 
the province.

“It’s exciting to be able 
to showcase what we have 
and all the great things that 
we have here in Woolwich,” 
said Shantz, adding that it 
will be great to be able to 

Elmira is the location of next year’s curling provincials, the official announcement coming Tuesday at the WMC. Attending the event was chair of the organizing committee and Elmira and District 
Curling Club member Susan Martin, OCA representatives Andrew Denny-Petch and Julia Weagle, Mayor Sandy Shantz and Woolwich rec. director Ann McArthur. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

See our Registered Physiotherapists TODAY for concussion 

management, treatment of contributing neck dysfunction, 

and Vision/Vestibular retraining.

Headaches/dizziness issues from 
previous head/neck trauma?
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highlight the sport of curl-
ing as well.

“It’s good for us. It’s good 
for the [Elmira] club, it’s 
good for Curling Ontario,” 
she said.

Susan Martin, chair of 
the organizing committee 

for the event and an avid 
curler with the Elmira club, 
says people can look for-
ward to some of the biggest 
names in the sport of curl-
ing to be battling it out on 
Elmira ice.

“We are really hoping 

and expecting some high-
profile teams in Ontario 
to come to this provincial, 
such as Rachel Holman, 
who is on our Olympic team 
this year,” said Martin.

CURLING | 10

KINGS | 10

HOCKEY / JUNIOR B
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Public Notice

Township of Wellesley • 4639 Lobsinger Line, R.R. #1, St. Clements ON, N0B 2M0 • 519-699-4611

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Wellesley, after having 
reviewed the draft municipal budget for the year 2018, intends to pass a 
By-law with the intent to adopt a budget pursuant to Section 290 of the 
Municipal Act, 2001, as amended. The passage of the By-law to 
implement the adoption of the budget will be given consideration at the 
regularly scheduled meeting on February 6, 2018, commencing at 6:45pm 
in the Council Chambers, 4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill. Should 
you wish to address Council or if you require further details or information, 
please contact Theresa Bisch, Treasurer, Township of Wellesley at 
(519) 699-4611 x 3954 or email: tbisch@wellesley.ca

Intention to Adopt a Budget

“Last year’s regular sea-
son was perfect as well, 
18-0, so we duplicated the 
effort, which was great. It 
took a lot to do that, “ he 
said. “It may sound like 
easy to repeat it, but the 
word ‘easy’ doesn’t apply. 
Everybody has been work-
ing very hard to make that 
happen, and the credit goes 
to the kids. We coach them, 
but they execute on the 
ice.”

That the young players 
are ready for practice ahead 
of time, always prepared 
and attentive speaks to the 
character of the 8-year-olds, 
says the coach.

Teamwork is at the core 
of the success, suggest the 
boys themselves.

“It went really well,” said 
Mason Gear, “because we 
worked together and we 
passed the puck.”

“Our team is really good,” 
added Zack Forwell. 

“It is very fun because 
we get to like play around, 
score goals and pass a lot,” 
rounded off Rhys Taylor.

While the team has found 
success throughout the 
year, coach Hall says they 
have weathered a few losses 
in tournaments as well, 
something he says is vital 
to the development of any 
young athlete.

“They know that it has 
been a lot of hard work. We 
have been quick to temper 

them, though, that this 
is uncharacteristic. Their 
achievement is one thing, 
but there is an aspect of los-
ing as well that they have to 
understand,” he said. “We 
have suffered that through 
tournaments and its good 
for them; it’s a balance.”

Through it all, however, 
the key is for the players to 
have fun doing it, he adds.

“We want them to have a 
balance. The main thing is 
that they have to have fun, 

they have got to have fun 
doing it,” he said, motion-
ing to the eager group of 
boys ready to get out onto 
the ice. “And I don’t think 
we have any concerns about 
that.

 “They have done well, 
very well. I am very pleased; 
I am very happy to see the 
success that they have had 
– they have done very well 
for themselves, they are a 
very dedicated crew and 
some fine young boys.”

Reaching an accomplish-
ment this young – for the 
second time – that many 
never see is something to 
celebrate, even if the season 
isn’t over yet: there are the 
playoffs.

Over the weekend, the 
boys continued their win-
ning games, taking the first 
two playoff games.

“Off to a great start in the 
playoff round and our tar-
get for an OMHA title,” said 
coach Hall. 

PERFECT: Much of the success is due to the committment of the young players, says coach
FROM | COVER

“She will have to go 
through provincial quali-
fiers next year. That would 
be a highlight for our event 
if somebody like her or 
Flaxey on the men’s side, 
John Epping, Glenn How-
ard [comes]. So we’re really 
hoping that we are going to 
host some very high profile 
curling teams here.”

While the games are still 
a long way away, Martin 
says that the committee is 
already seeking volunteers 
to help out with the event.

“Even though the El-

mira and District Curling 
Club is really running this 
event, we are really hoping 
to involve the whole com-
munity,” she said. “We want 
to involve service clubs, a 
number of different of orga-
nizations that will benefit 
from this. We want every-
body in the community to 
be involved.”

To that end, Martin 
wants to raise awareness 
of the sport within the 
community, particularly 
amongst the township’s 
youth.

“It’s pretty traditional at 
this event to invite schools 

to come to the daytime 
draws and to give them an 
exposure to our sport. May-
be if they watched it on TV, 
now they get to see it live. 
So definitely schools will be 
involved,” she said.

Elmira will become the 
host next year to both the 
men’s and women’s games, 
which have been amalgam-
ated into a single event. Fol-
lowing the provincials, the 
victors of the men’s games 
will move up to the Tim 
Horton’s Brier, while the 
leading women will go on 
to compete at the Scotties 
Tournament of Hearts.

CURLING: Welcoming the province’s best
FROM | 9

rivalry – the Elmira for-
ward is just happy to have 
the chance to be on the ice 
with another Skinner.

“It’s pretty fun. It would 
be a lot better if we win, 
but like it is a pretty cool 
experience. I never got to 
play with him, so I guess 
playing against him is 
the next best thing,” said 
Ethan after the game. 

Elmira’s Ryan Taka-
matsu got his 15th of the 
season, assisted by Tyler 
McBay at 5:41, the only 
time the Kings would find 
the back of the net. 

Listowel scored on the 
power play at 3:02 of the 
second, and from there the 
game was over. 

“They got a third one 

right in the first couple of 
shifts in the second period, 
and you know when you’re 
playing a team as quality as 
they are from top to bottom, 
you can’t continue to give 
them chances and continue 
to dig yourself a hole. That 
is what we did,” said head 
coach Trent Brown. “I just 
don’t think that we were 
ready. We talked about 
giving ourselves the best 
chance, but we didn’t. We 
got down 2-0 very early – 
we didn’t fold, we battled 
through, but we didn’t have 
enough finesse.”

Listowel would score an-
other at 7:17 into the third, 
and then took advantage of 
an empty Elmira net and 
dumped the puck from 
close to the opposite crease 
to seal the game at 5-1 Lis-

towel. 
The losing streak contin-

ued for the Kings in Kitch-
ener on Tuesday evening.

The Dutchmen scored 
what would ultimately be 
the game-winning goal 
only 33 seconds after the 
puck dropped. The Kings 
were unable to find the 
back of the net and fell 1-0 
to the Dutchmen.

“We have got 11 games to 
get things straightened out 
so that we can be competi-
tive no matter who we are 
playing,” said Brown.

With those 11 games left 
in the season, Elmira is 
currently sitting mid-pack 
in the Midwestern Confer-
ence. The Kings face off 
against Brantford at home 
this weekend, a 2 p.m. start 
on Sunday.

RESTAURANT - BAR - CATERING
EQUIPMENT AND FURNISHINGS

SALE
Large Quantity of New and Used

• Decorative vases, pedestals, lighting, man cave accessories
• White catering dishes, small wares from 99¢
• Wine - Champagne - Beer glasses from $1
• Stacking padded chairs $16 • furniture
• 5’ round, 6’ rectangle collapsible banquet tables $40 and up
• Collapsible staging 4’ x 8’, 4’ x 6’
• Full commercial kitchen - catering equipment (Garland gas 

ovens, prep tables, fryers, pizza-salad tables, salamander
• Walk In coolers and freezer from $2500 - $3500
• Martin Pro Audio - stage lighting - DJ gear, 8’ x 8’ auto. video screen
• Washroom partitions - black metal and oval stainless sinks
• Coat Racks - mobile $20, commercial (200 jackets ea.) $295
• Staff lockers, coin lockers, office furniture, fireproof safe 
• Marquee sign & letters $595 (Outdoor illuminated signs $399)
• Restaurant - bar - tables - stools - booths from $40
• True Bar fridges, stainless cocktail sinks, ice freezer
• Racking - cupboards - bars - drink rails, countertops
• 37” LG TV's $199, 50” Samsung Plasma’s $299 (includes mount) 

341 Marsland Drive, Waterloo  |  519-886-7777 ext. 29

HST not included

Jan 31, 10am-1pm  |  Feb 1, 1-5pm

KINGS: Cyclones end Kings’ five-victory stretch
FROM | 9

Ethan Wiseman gets taken down during an attack on Listowel’s net Sunday afternoon, drawing no call, however.  [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]
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mine, once and for all, if I 
could survive a glamping 
weekend.  For those who 
have a life, let me explain. 
Glamping, if I understand 
it correctly, is a relatively 
recent term to describe 
glamorous camping. Basi-
cally, it is camping with all 
the frills, except heat and 
possibly power.  

Large tents or yurts are 
used. Beds are set up. Food 
is good. It is the opposite 
of roughing it. And it is the 

bane of the rugged out-
doorsman.

The thing is, right now 
my house could easily be 
likened to a glamping site. 
We have the comfy bed, the 
big shelter, a couch, car-
pet and (at this moment) 
crappy wi-fi. 

Oh, this is great! I finally 
have a reason to get all my 
camping cookware and 
portable stoves out. The 
only thing that could make 
it better is if half a dozen 
raccoons raid our kitchen 
tonight. 

This, of course, was not 
our plan.

Our initial thought was 
to buy a generator imme-
diately. But then I looked 
at the price of generators 
that did what I needed ver-
sus the price of glamping 
and doing several hundred 
jumping jacks every hour 
and determined that we 
could probably survive an-
other few days without one 
– although, by day-three 
things might get tense.

The way I look at it, we 
can make the most of this 

by doing campy or even 
glampy things like roast-
ing handmade marshmal-
lows over the open flame 
of a candle. And I am also 
looking forward to bring-
ing out the old sleeping 
bags and hearing Jenn tell 
me a ghost story about a 
guy who was killed by his 
spouse because he was too 
cheap to buy a generator.

I can’t exactly call this 
winter camping, but I can 
call it winter glamping, 
which is even better be-
cause no outdoorsman in 

his right mind will ask you 
further questions about 
that. By the way, the differ-
ence between winter camp-
ing and winter glamping is 
the scented candles – and, 
I’m guessing, that the ghost 
in the story probably died 
due to inadvertently eating 
something with gluten.

So far, things are going 
well – and the bugs are not 
bad at all. Better still, we 
got a nice campsite that is 
sheltered from the wind. 
Sure, it’s a little cold, but 
that will change after we 

eat the incredible glamping 
dinner I make tonight – 
baked beans and artisanal 
bread cooked to perfection 
over my one-burner stove.

Needless to say, this 
would have been fun.

I say would have, be-
cause – wouldn’t you know 
it – our power just came 
back on a minute ago, a full 
two days ahead of the pre-
diction by Hydro One.

Which is good, because 
I haven’t seen a raccoon 
around here since Octo-
ber.

GALEA: Glamping a fine way to deal with a blackout ... or at least prepare should one happen
FROM | 9`

WITH ONE-GOAL GAMES, 
YOU win some, you lose 
some. That wasn’t lost on 
the Wellesley Applejacks, 
who won on the road Fri-
day night in a 6-5 overtime 
struggle over Norwich 
before dropping a 1-0 deci-
sion to visiting New Ham-
burg the following evening.

Throw in Saturday 
morning’s skate with local 
minor hockey players, the 
annual Jacks Day, and it 
was a busy weekend for the 
Junior C squad.

On the road January 19, 
the Jacks exchanged goals 
and leads with the Norwich 
Merchants, ultimately ty-
ing up the game in time for 
rookie Zach Ribeiro to play 
overtime hero with a short-
handed marker.

“It’s always exciting to 
get that, that’s for sure, 
and to see a guy like Zach 
Ribeiro score the goal. 
We were short-handed, 
it was four on three. He 
did a great job killing the 
penalty, then he blocked 
the shot and went down 
on a breakaway and 
scored,” said head coach 
Brad Gerber. “Zach has 
been that player for us 
all season, and he is only 
getting better for us, so it 
was great to see him get 

HOCKEY / JUNIOR C

One goal makes all the difference as the Jacks split a pair
Scoring was plentiful as Wellesley bests Norwich 6-5 before the goals dried up in 1-0 loss to New Hamburg

ALI WILSON the goal.”
It was Norwich that 

opened up scoring late in 
the first period. Wellesley 
was not far behind, how-
ever, with Tomas Azzano 
from Nathan Schlupp tying 
it up at a minute into the 
second.  

The teams spent the 
next period battling it out 
for the lead, with Norwich 
scoring at 4:14, Wellesley’s 
Shaun Pickering, from 
Trent Lamarche and Alex 
Uttley, tying it back up just 
22 seconds later. And Ut-
tley scored, unassisted be-
fore the five-minute mark.

Norwich didn’t enjoy 
getting toyed with in their 
home barn and scored an-
other two before the buzzer 
to take a 4-3 lead into the 
second intermission.

Ribeiro got his first of the 
game 6:49 into the third, 
from Ryan Sparkes, to tie it 
back up. 

Riberio continues to earn 
those extra minutes on the 
ice. 

“As a rookie, he is getting 
his points, but he just plays 
so well without the puck 
as well. He has become so 
reliable, and he is getting 
more ice time because of 
that. I can’t say anything 
bad about the kid, just low 
maintenance and just plays 
the game,” said Gerber of 

the rookie. “We are very 
happy to have him on our 
team, for sure. He is smart, 
he sees the ice so well, and 
he battles – you can’t ask 
much more from a guy like 
him.”

Norwich took back the 
lead at 17:56  of the third. 

With less than a min-
ute left in play, Wellesley 
pulled their goalie and 
used their extra attacker 
for Ryan Sparkes to score 
with only 13 seconds left 
in the frame, sending the 
teams into overtime. 

With his team down a 
man, Ribeiro stepped up to 
block a shot, take the puck 

down the ice and bury it 
for the Jacks’ first overtime 
win of the season.

Goalie Ryan Hergott 
played a tough game, stop-
ping 37 of Norwich’s 42 
shots, enough for the vic-
tory.

“Friday night was good. 
Norwich is a very tough 
team to play against, es-
pecially down there. They 
are big, they are strong, 
they play a physical game. 
To get that overtime win 
was very good, especially 
the way we got it – com-
ing back, scoring the last 
minute there to tie it up, 
and then winning it in 

overtime was great,” said 
Gerber.

The following morning, 
Wellesley held its annual 
Jacks Day with local minor 
hockey players. The kids 
were given a chance to 
come out and share some 
ice time with the junior 
team playing games and 
spending time with young 
fans.

“It was a lot of fun for the 
kids, but it was fun for our 
guys as well,” he said. “It’s 
good for our players and 
for our team to be in the 
community like that. The 
kids find their favourite 
players and have their he-

roes, and that makes them 
want to come to the games 
to watch their heroes play, 
so it’s good for both sides.”

After a fun community 
day, the Jacks headed back 
to Wellesley Saturday night 
to face the New Hamburg 
Firebirds.

The only goal of the 
game came from New 
Hamburg’s Tyler Rand-
erson on a two-on-one 
attack during the power 
play, with an assist going 
to former Applejack Corey 
Restoule at 15:49.

Goalie Hergott stopped 
41 of 42 shots, however, 
but didn’t get any run sup-
port, the Jacks coming up 
empty on 31 shots.

With three games left in 
the regular season, Gerber 
says he likes what he sees 
from his competitive team, 
and is looking forward to 
playoffs. 

“It is coming right down 
to the end here, and we 
want to just keep playing 
good, hard hockey and 
only get better as we go on 
into the playoffs.”

The Jacks are on the 
road in Ayr Thursday eve-
ning to face the Centenni-
als before returning home 
to host  the Tavistock 
Braves Saturday night. 
Game time in both cases is 
7:30 p.m.

Tomas Azzano skates the puck over the blue line in Wellesley’s 1-0 loss to New Hamburg Saturday evening.  [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

LANCERS FALL TO WATERLOO-OXFORD

The EDSS boys’ hockey team battled Waterloo-Oxford at the WMC last Thursday, ultimately dropping a 3-1 decision. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

SPLIT SETS ON THE COURT

The girls’ junior and senior volleyball teams at EDSS welcomed their counterparts from Waterloo Collegiate Institute Jan. 18 for a set of 
games. The senior Lancers emerged victorious by a 3-2 edge, while the juniors fell 3-1. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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•RAY FREDERICK 
•COLIN KROPF 
•JEFF JOHNSON

 All sale prices exclude 
H.S.T, and License Fee. 
Fixed rates, based on 

bi-weekly payments O.A.C. 
Finance rates are only good 

for date of publication.

Need
A New

Vehicle?
Visit us
today!

Call one of
our sales reps

today!

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.
SALE PRICed

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2017 DODGE DURANGO GT AWD
Previous Chrysler company car-employee lease. Well 
equipped GT model with all-wheel-drive, dual DVD 
video, Navigation, leather interior, power sunroof, 
back-up camera, and more. Finished in dark brown. Only 
14,900 kilometers. $43,995.

268
96 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2016 RAM 1500 LIMITED CREW 4X4
3.0 litre EcoDiesel engine with only 64,500 kms. Comes with 
manufacturers Gold Plan ext. warranty. Top-of-line Limited 
model and loaded with features incl. premium leather seating, 
4-corner air suspension, navigation, pwr sunroof, heated 
front and 2nd row seats & more. Finished in black. $46,995.

317
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
Enjoy the all-wheel-drive in winter. RT model featuring V6 
Pentastar engine, leather interior, heated seats, heated 
steering wheel, Navigation, Uconnect with Bluetooth, 
back-up camera, remote start,19 inch alloy wheels and 
more. Finished in black. Has 93,600 kilometers.$19,995.

154
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2010 DODGE AVENGER SXT SEDAN
Nicely equipped with air conditioning, power driver’s seat, 
Bluetooth connectivity, power windows/locks/mirrors, fog 
lights, alloy wheels and more. Finished in dark red. Only 
101,400 kilometers. $9,995.

109
48 mths
@ 5.99%

$

126
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2012 CHRYSLER 200 LIMITED SEDAN
Local trade-in. Well equipped Limited model with V6 engine, 
leather interior, heated seats, power sunroof, remote start, 
Uconnect with Bluetooth, fog lights, alloy wheels and more. 
Finished in white. Only 79,700 kilometers. $13,995.

184
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED 4X4
One owner,bought from us new. Limited model and loaded 
with extras including 8.4 inch media center with 
Navigation,heated and ventilated leather seats,power 
liftgate,rear back-up camera,safety technology group and 
more.Finished in black. Only 71,900 kilometers $23,995.

2016 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SE
Low kilometer trade-in,bought from us new. 7 passenger 
seating with 2nd row bench seat and 3rd row stow-n-go seat.
Has air conditioning,power windows/locks/mirrors,cruise 
control and more. Finished in Granite. Only 43,700 
kilometers. $18,995.

129
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SXT
One owner trade-in. Has 2nd & 3rd row Stow-N-Go seating, 
dual zone climate system, power windows/locks/mir-
rors/cruise control and more. Finished in white. 126,900 
kilometers. $14,995.

115
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: LL #2
Jan 20 vs Ayr
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Zion Shadd (2), 
Aiden Basler, Grant Rintoul
Assists: Grant Rintoul

Novice: MAJOR
Jan 20 vs Guelph
Home: 7  Visitor: 0
Goals: Zack Forwell (3), 
Colton Brito, Lucas Frey, 
Nolan Martin, Liam Straus
Assists: Reese Martin, Evan 
Hall, Lucas Frey, Cameron 
Fisher (2), Nolan Martin, 
Colton Brito, Zack Forwell, 
Max Krasovec
Shutouts: Cohen Patterson/
Cohen Hamburger

Novice: MAJOR
Jan 21 vs Milton
Home: 4  Visitor: 0
Goals: Liam Straus (3), 
Zack Forwell
Assists: Zack Forwell, Nolan 
Martin, Cruz Balog, Max 
Krasovec
Shutouts: Cohen 
Hamburger/Cohen 
Patterson

Novice: LL #1
Jan 21 vs Novice LL #2
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Oliver Horn, William 
Krubally, Josh Wraight (3)
Assists: Ryder Bauman, 
Owen Dally, William 
Krubally, Zeke Schwartz
Shutouts: Tyler Bauman

THE SCORE

Novice: TYKE MD
Jan 20 vs Garden City
Home: 3 Visitor: 6
Goals: Carter Crane, Bryce 
McFadden, Kolten Noot
Assists: Kitson Bakker, 
Hudson Lehtonen, Carter 
Crane, Jackson Gillies

Novice: TYKE MD
Jan 21 vs Milton Hawks
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Hudson Lehtonen, 
Owen Porter
Assists: Carson Kellough, 
Jack Wood
Shutouts: Mason Gruhl

Atom: LL#3
Jan 20 vs Hespeler 1
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Ben Hibbard (2), 
Jonah Schmidt
Assists: Declan Johnson, 
Wyatt Swijters

Atom: MINOR A
Jan 14 vs Ancaster
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Spencer Hume, 
Mitch Krasovec (2)
Assists: Carter Weir, 
Sutton Meier,Specer Hume, 
Logan Cluthe, Alex Veitch, 
Lucas Benham, Avery 
Collingwood, Mac Zettel

Atom: MINOR A
Jan 16 vs Brampton
Home: 7  Visitor: 1
Goals: Mitch Krasovec, 
Caleb Paquet (3), Spencer 
Hume, Mac Zettel, Bryce 
Brubacher
Assists: Declan Martin, 

Adam Bloch (3), Caleb 
Paquet, Luke Wood

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan 20 vs Hespeler 
Shamrocks
Home: 8  Visitor: 4
Goals: Josh Carson (3), 
Karsten Smith (2), Connor 
Goebel, Evan Woods, 
Danny Schaefer
Assists: Ethan Burkholder, 
Danny Schaefer, Evan 
Woods (2), Connor Goebel, 
Jakob Noot, Josh Carson

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan 21 vs Oakville Rangers 
Red
Home: 2  Visitor: 0
Goals: Ethan Burkholder, 
Josh Carson
Assists: Josh Carson, 
Keaten Kidd
Shutouts: Mitch Roemer

PeeWee: LL#1
Jan 17 vs Embro Edge 2
Home: 5  Visitor: 0
Goals: Myles Hunter, 
Hayden George, Matthew 
Ramage, Nathan Whittom, 
Evan Yorke
Assists: Jake Patterson (3), 
Jack Rozema, Evan Yorke, 
Nathan Whittom
Shutouts: Connor Huber/
Luke Mann

PeeWee: LL#1
Jan 20 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies 2
Home: 0  Visitor: 11

Bantam: MAJOR A
Jan 20 vs Bramton 45’s

Home: 8  Visitor: 0
Goals: Eric Lacey (3), Owen 
Lee (2), Alex Hutton, Austin 
Becker (2)
Assists: Carter Servais (3), 
Kolin Weigel, Cameron 
Leonard, Easton Gowing, 
Kyler Austin

Bantam: MAJOR A
Jan 21 vs Milton 
Winterhawks
Home: 6  Visitor: 1
Goals: Tyler Martin, Owen 
Lee (3), Austin Becker (2)
Assists: Cameron Leonard 
(2), Michael Hayes (2), Nate 
Snyder, Tyler Martin, A.J 
Mitchell, Kolin Weigel (3)

Midget: LL #2
Jan 14 vs Plattsville
Home: 5  Visitor: 4
Goals: Tyson Kraemer (2), 
Blake Richardson, Turner 
Willoughby, Mac Willms
Assists: James Wang, 
Matthew Brubacher, 
Andy Keiswetter, Turner 
Willoughby (2), Blake 
Richardson (2), Mac Willms 
(2)

Jr. Sugar Kings
Jan 22 vs Brampton
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Evan Gowing, Cole 
Altman, Caleb Cribbin
Assists: Cole Altman, Brad 
Hale, Austin Cousineau, 
Nolan Hislop, Owen 
Harnock
Shutouts: Ethan Wilkie

Jr. Sugar Kings
Jan 17 vs Brampton
Home: 5  Visitor: 2

Goals: Nolan McLaughlin 
(2), Bart Sherrer (2), Daniel 
Carr
Assists: Bart Sherrer, Griffin 
Rollins (2), Lukas Shantz, 
Evan Gowing, Nolan 
McLaughlin, Owen Harnock, 
Ethan Wilkie

TOURNAMENT

PeeWee: LL#2
Jan 19 vs Oakville
Home: 5  Visitor: 1
Goals: Tucker Armstrong 
(2), Hudson Habermehl, 
Hailey Brubacher, Brody 
Downs
Assists: Nicholas Ritchie, 
Andrew Palmer

PeeWee: LL#2
Jan 20 vs Oakville
Home: 1  Visitor: 2
Goals: Daniel Kochut

PeeWee: LL#2
Jan 20 vs Centre 
Wellington
Home: 1  Visitor: 3
Goals: Tucker Armstrong
Assists: Gabriel Hicknell

Bantam: MAJOR A
Jan 12 vs Fort Wayne, 
Indiana
Home: 6  Visitor: 3
Goals: Cameron Leonard, 
Eric Lacey (2), A.J. Mitchell, 
Austin Becker, Michael 
Hayes
Assists: Owen Lee, Nate 
Snyder, Alex Hutton (2), 
Easton Gowing, Tyler 
Martin, Austin Becker 
(2), Kolin Weigel, Ethan 
Birmingham, Carter Servais

Bantam: MAJOR A
Jan 12 vs Miami Toros
Home: 4  Visitor: 2
Goals: Tyler Marin, Austin 
Becker, Owen Lee (2)
Assists: A.J Mitchell, Nate 
Snyder

Bantam: MAJOR A
Jan 13 vs Dublin California
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Carter Servais
Assists: Easton Gowing

Bantam: MAJOR A
Jan 13 vs Strathroy Jr. 
Rockets
Home: 2  Visitor: 3
Goals: Austin Becker, 
Cameron Leonard
Assists: A.J Mitchell, Owen 
Lee

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: LL #2
Jan 21 vs Wat. Ravens #2

Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Emily Brubacher, 
Audrey English
Assists: Elle Schwindt, 
Maria Martin, Leah Hunter

Novice: LL #2
Jan 14 vs Kitchener Jr. 
Rangers Blue
Home: 1  Visitor: 0
Goals: Madison Klaehn
Assists: Loxley Walsh, 
Audrey English
Shutouts: Elle English

Atom: B
Jan 20 vs Guelph
Home: 4  Visitor: 1
Goals: Kayleigh Futher 
(2), Brooklynn Kroetsch, 
Ella Hicks
Assists: Nora Hanley, 
Peyton Gaudet, Ella Hicks, 
Alexa Grundy, Brooklyn 
Pope

PeeWee: B
Jan 17 vs Grand River
Home: 3  Visitor: 2
Goals: Emma Wiseman, Tia 
Zettel, Avery Grundy
Assists: Avery Grundy

PeeWee: B
Jan 21 vs Wilmot
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Alison Martin
Assists: Nora Beatty, Tia 
Zettel

WATERLOO 
WOLVES

Atom: MAJOR
Dec 23 vs Cambridge 
Hawks
Home: 3  Visitor: 1
Goals: Nolan McPherson 
(2), Peyton Ahrens
Assists: Redden Shantz

Atom: MAJOR
Jan 05 vs Waterloo 
Wolveds Black
Home: 2  Visitor: 1
Goals: Noah Myke (2)
Assists: Peyton Ahrens, 
Onyx Spark, Tyson Carter

Atom: MAJOR
Jan 07 vs Cambridge 
Hawks
Home: 3  Visitor: 0
Goals: Alex Shantz, Onyx 
Spark, Peyton Ahrens
Assists: Onyx Spark, Gavin 
McLeod, Noah Myke, 
Redden Shantz
Shutouts: Jack Silver

Atom: MAJOR
Jan 21 vs Kitchener 
Rangers
Home: 1  Visitor: 1
Goals: Noah Myke
Assists: Tyson Carter, Onyx 
Spark

WOLVERINES GOLDEN IN DORCHESTER

The Wilmot Wolverines earned 
gold Bantam HL division with five 
straight wins in the B.A.D. Girls 
annual tournament in Dorchester 
Jan. 19-21. Front row: goalie 
Alisha Latyn. Second row: Louisa 
Mueller, Alyssa Ratthe, Emma 
Sommer, Kayla Foy. Third row: Kim 
Tremblay, Evie Adam, Emily Smith, 
Blythe Trudgeon, Olivia Watts, 
Jessica Bell, Hailley Norman, Julia 
Scheerer, Reese Looser, Kylie 
Tremblay-Schultz. Back row: Matt 
Bell, Shane Adam, Jeff Sommer, 
Rick Schultz.
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WORKFORCE / COST OF DOING BUSINESS

Daycare costs face upward 
pressure from wage hikes

HOW WILL THIS WINTER’S 
Arctic temperatures im-
pact the world just below 
the Earth’s surface?

That’s a question that 
worries some people, when 
we’re slogging through a 
big, stubborn, nasty chill. 
Even when the January 
thaw inevitably arrives, it’s 
an important question. 

After all, dormancy pro-
tects some of the microbes 
that live in the soil –  a fea-

ture that has secured the 
underground’s dynamic 

ecosystem for millions 
of years – but inces-

sant record lows 
make you wonder 
if an exception-
ally cold winter 
could cause a 
blip.

Researchers 
keep an eye on such 

things. They study the 
underground world, 

even as it’s cov-
ered in snow, 

watching 
the activ-

ity of micro-
scopic organ-
isms called 

microbiomes.
“Our research, 

Will 
January 
thaw ease 
pressure on 
life down 
under?

ROBERTS | 16

WITH THE QUICK JUMP 
in the minimum wage this 
year to $14, daycares and 
childcare providers in the 
region are waiting to see 
what, if any, of the addi-
tional costs will be passed 
on to parents. In an effort 
to keep childcare rates 
from rising, the province 
has released “fee stabili-
zation” funds to the mu-
nicipalities, including the 
Region of Waterloo, which 
in turn will be distribut-
ing them to daycares to 
help absorb those higher 
wages.

“The province has pro-
vided new fee stabilization 
funding, and Waterloo Re-
gion received $473,000 for 
2018 for the first quarter,” 

the Earth’s surface?
That’s a question that 

worries some people, when 
we’re slogging through a 
big, stubborn, nasty chill. 
Even when the January 
thaw inevitably arrives, it’s 
an important question. 

After all, dormancy pro-
tects some of the microbes 
that live in the soil –  a fea-

ture that has secured the 
underground’s dynamic 

ecosystem for millions 
of years – but inces-

sant record lows 
make you wonder 
if an exception-
ally cold winter 
could cause a 
blip.

Researchers 
keep an eye on such 

things. They study the 
underground world, 

even as it’s cov-
ered in snow, 

watching 
the activ-

ity of micro-
scopic organ-
isms called 

microbiomes.
“Our research, 

ROBERTS |

Providers waiting to see impact of provincial 
funding designed to limit the impact of Bill 148

said Barb Cardow, director 
of children’s services with 
the region.

“This is in response to 
the new minimum wage. 
The funding has to be used 
to avoid increases in child-
care fees by supporting 
staff earning less than $14 
an hour.”

Applications for fund-
ing from the region would 
begin this week, with the 
money itself expected to 
follow “very quickly” to 
daycares in need, said Car-
dow.

While the province 
works to keep childcare 
affordable, prompted by a 
backlash to Bill 148, orga-
nizations in the townships 
are still grappling with the 
change to their balance 
sheets.

WeeWatch, a not-for-
profit that licenses home-
care providers in the 
townships and the prov-
ince, noted that they had 
to increase fees because 
of the minimum wage in-
crease.

“Unfortunately,” said 
Marcia Waddell, Kitchen-
er-area supervisor for Wee-
Watch, of the fee increases. 
“We’re still some of the 
lowest for infant spaces 
though, so as long as I can 
keep it at that, then I’m 
happy.”

As a licensing agency, 
WeeWatch does not actu-
ally employ the homecare 
providers themselves but 
instead lends oversight 
and accountability. The 
care providers are self-
employed, running their 

own home 
daycares, 
and are paid 
not by the 
hour but on 
a per- child 
basis.

“It’s 
not 
just 
a mat-
ter of 
people 
are now 
making 
$14 as 
minimum 
wage. The 
cost for every-
thing else is go-
ing up, and we felt 
that our providers 
needed an increase 

CHILDCARE | 16

ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE  325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727LOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRELOCALLY OWNED 
& OPERATED

NOW AVAILABLE

99¢

NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE
AT

NOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLENOW AVAILABLE
ATATAT CANADIAN TIRE

  325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727

CANADIAN TIRECANADIAN TIRECANADIAN TIRECANADIAN TIRECANADIAN TIRECANADIAN TIRE
ELMIRA ea.

ALL REFILLS

up to 20L
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FOOD SUPPLY / CHANGING MARKETS

GreenTech 
keeps coffee 
hot, but not 
too hot

GREENTECH | 15

BLENDTEK, AN INNOVA-
TIVE LOCAL food ingredi-
ent company, is expanding 
the public palate by mak-
ing novel and otherwise 
unique ingredients more 
accessible – and traceable – 
for food processors.

With hundreds of in-
gredients now in their 
warehouse, Rob Bianchin, 
vice-president of Blendtek, 
says the goal is to help food 
manufacturers develop bet-
ter products using non-tra-
ditional ingredients. More 
specifically, that means us-
ing alternative products to 
adapt to changes in taste, as 
well as shifting perspectives 
on nutrition, traceability 
and environmental sustain-
ability. 

“This is really about food 
innovation and using cut-
ting edge ingredients, tech-
nologies and processes to 
develop more nutritionally 
dense options and alterna-
tives for consumers,” says 
Bianchin. 

Ingredients range from 
simple core products 
like baking soda to more 
unique alternatives – such 
as vegan protein blends 
like a hemp-and-pumpkin 
protein powder mix that 
Blendtek formulates on-

site. Other ingredients 
that play a large part in the 
business include gluten-
free flour blends, puffed 
ancient grain flour blends, 
high oleic sunflower oil, 
and brown rice syrup.

Alternatives to common 
ingredients are investi-
gated for their usefulness 
and nutritional value by 
the company’s own food 
science team, as well as 

through industry and re-
search analysis. Blendtek’s 
sales team also helps de-
termine market viability 
by listening to customer 
needs, wants, and insights. 

With a grant from the 
Bioenterprise Seed Fund, 
Bianchin and his business 
partner Steve Zinger have 
also obtained food safety 
and traceability certifica-
tions. These include BRC 

Global Standards, which 
focus on food quality and 
consumer safety; Pro-Cert 
Organic, a North American 
organic certification; and 
others related to labour 
rights, health and safety, the 
environment, ethical busi-
ness practices, and more. 

“Manufacturers want 
to know more about the 
ingredients they are using, 
as well as potential alterna-

tives, but we do encounter 
misinformation often. 
What we want to do is 
make as much information 
available [about a product] 
as we can,” says Bianchin. 

By locating the business 
in southwestern Ontario, 
Bianchin and Zinger are 
able to access both a di-
verse agricultural market 
and major sources of food 
innovation, such as the 

Steve Zinger and Rob Bianchin in Blendtek’s Cambridge warehouse, where the company focuses on food innovation. [SUBMITTED]

Cambridge food firm to focus on 
supplying non-traditional ingredients

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

SPECIALIZING IN:
• FERTILIZER (Agricultural & Commercial)
• SEED GRAINS & GRASS SEED
• SOYBEANS
• BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS
• SOIL TESTING
• LOCAL FREIGHT

Cell: 519-574-4141 | Office: 519-669-2045 | Fax: 519-669-3845
Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440

www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

WHEN THE WORLD 
HEALTH Organization 
(WHO) issued a warning 
in 2016 about the connec-
tion between drinking very 
hot beverages (above 65 
C) and esophageal cancer, 
researchers at Trent Uni-
versity had an unlikely 
solution: soybeans. 

Within months, they de-

University of Waterloo, 
Conestoga College, and 
the University of Guelph, 
which runs a food innova-
tion competition in which 
Bianchin participates as a 
mentor.

That said, supply issues 
can still be a reality, even 
with abundant Canadian 
crops. 

“Pea protein is an inter-
esting product because 
Canada produces a lot of it, 
and it’s an excellent alter-
ative ingredient, but it’s all 
exported before being pro-
cessed,” says Bianchin.“We 
need lots of it, but it’s actu-
ally hard to find.”

Regardless, he says it’s 
the diversity in both de-
mand and ingredient avail-
ability that continues to 
drive business. Considering 
Blendtek has experienced 
an  85 per cent growth in 
revenue, and has more 
than doubled their staff 
since opening in 2015, the 
demand for alternative in-
gredients certainly doesn’t 
appear to be diminishing. 

By Matt McIntosh for Ag-
Innovation Ontario, a proj-
ect of the Agri-Technology 
Commercialization Centre 
(ATCC). 

veloped a travel mug that 
uses a unique soy-based 
material inside its walls to 
cool beverages to safe tem-
peratures within minutes, 
and maintain the tempera-
ture in a perfect range for 
several hours. 

Dr. Suresh Narine, pro-
fessor in physics, astron-
omy and chemistry who 

also heads up the Trent 
Centre for Biomaterials 
Research (TCBR), has been 
experimenting with energy 
storage properties in lipids. 
He says the research team 
developed the material in 
response to a challenge: 
how to use biomaterials to 
store energy, and control 
how that stored energy gets 

released.
“We figured out how to 

design materials that melts 
or crystallizes at specific 
temperatures,” says Narine. 
“It stores the heat when it 
melts, and when the mate-
rial crystallizes, it gives 
that heat back.”
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Cribit Seeds has the barley genes that fit your farm   
519-664-3701 ext. 70  

fit your farm fit your farm 
seeds@cribit.com 

Index of of of 105% % in official trials*  
 (1 year data, Area II,OCCC) (1 year data, AArreaea II,O

Excellent yield potential Excellent yield popotteenn
Short, strong straw 

Index of of 98% % in official trials*  
 (1 year data, Area II,OCCC) 

 
High straw yields 

Ind of of 989898%

*Contact us for local yield data and a dealer near you. 
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Strong disease package

• 519.669.0524 • 
100 Union St. Elmira

www.woolwichrentals.ca

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-323235 Howard Ave.  Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

CALL US for all your FARM REPAIR NEEDS!

SPLINE CUTTING | LARGE TURNING | KEYING (INTERNAL & EXTERNAL)

RYAN WEBER | 519.669.2198
63 Union St., Elmira | www.rytechmachine.ca

CALL US for all your FARM REPAIR NEEDS!for all your FARM REPAIR NEEDS!for all your

MACHINE 
& REPAIR 

SPLINE CUTTING | LARGE TURNING | KEYING (INTERNAL & EXTERNAL)

& REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR & REPAIR 
INC.

CNC Turning | Same Day Service

The resulting material 
– called “phase change ma-
terial” – contains soybean 
oil, which is used to cap-
ture and release heat. In-
side the coffee mug, phase 
change material cools hot 
beverages (traditionally 85 
C for coffee and 100 C for 
tea) to 65 C within minutes. 
The material then works to 
transfer the energy back, 
maintaining the hot – but 
not too hot – temperature 
for up to several hours. 

“Hot beverages are 
brewed at high tempera-
tures for taste, but unfor-
tunately once the tempera-
ture drops to a more drink-
able state, it’s not warm for 
very long. This travel mug 
will change that,” he says.

The team has completed 
production on its first 
commercial mugs, which 
it will use to seek further 
industry partnerships and 
commercial distribution. 
But Narine says coffee cups 
are just the beginning. The 
phase material technology 
is applicable to food service 
items such as coffee carafes 
and serving dishes, as well 
as larger industrial uses 
and building materials. 

For example, Narine has 
also used the phase mate-
rial to develop a prototype 
for a heater for an indoor 

swimming pool. The pool 
is heated when hydro rates 
are lower, and its heater 
switches off when rates 
increase. 

Narine has built a pro-
totype unit containing the 
phase change material that 
is designed to melt at the 
desired temperature of 24 
C. The material crystallizes 
when the water tempera-
ture begins to drop, releas-
ing the stored heat into 
the pool water for several 
hours. 

“It levels off the cool-
ing curve of the pool, and 
over the course of the day, 
when the heater is off, the 
temperature only drops a 
small amount, saving ap-
proximately 80 per cent of 
energy,” Narine says. “By 
being fairly clever about 

this, one can significantly 
reduce one’s environmen-
tal footprint.”

Narine and his research 
team hold patents on 
a number of soy-based 
products, including poly-
urethane foams, plastics, 
lubricants, waxes, biofuel 
additives and microbial 
surfaces. 

Narine’s work on soy-
bean phase change mate-
rial has been supported by 
Grain Farmers of Ontario, 
Natural Sciences and Engi-
neering Research Council 
of Canada (NSERC) and 
Northwater Capital. 

By Lisa McLean for Ag-
Innovation Ontario, a proj-
ect of the Agri-Technology 
Commercialization Centre 
(ATCC). 

GREENTECH: Getting the temperature just right
FROM | 14

Michael Floros, Suresh Narine and Michael Tessier of Trent University, where soybeans are being put to use in technology that can help  
moderate the temperature of hot beverages. [SUBMITTED]
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and that of others, has 
shown that the microbes 
are actually quite active 
during the winter,” says 
Prof. Kari Dunfield, who 
holds the University of 
Guelph’s Canada Research 
Chair in Environmental 
Microbiology of Agro-eco-
systems. 

In the most successful 
ecosystems, microbiome 
communities get along, 
support each other and – 
ideally – make each other 
better. What’s called sym-
biosis is at play – that is, 
close, long-term interac-
tion between organisms in 
an environment.

Soil is one of the most 
dynamic ecosystems in 
existence. That makes it 
ideal ground for enhancing 
microbiome activity and 

applications.
Thanks to advanced 

technology, researchers are 
now able to better under-
stand the precise genes be-
longing to a community’s 
microbes. And as a result 
of that understanding, mi-
crobial relationships can be 
enhanced.

As we reach for new 
heights in precision ag-
riculture, microbiome 
research is a key target. 
That’s why it warrants at-
tention, as well as a better 
broad understanding by 
producers and non-produc-
ers alike. 

Researchers are geared 
up for this drive. Accord-
ing to one estimate, 80 
researchers at 15 Canadian 
universities from east to 
west are already involved 
in some aspect of agricul-
tural microbiome research. 

They need to come 
together. Elsewhere – 
Europe, for example, as 
well as the United States 
– researchers have joined 
forces to unite isolated mi-
crobiome studies. 

University of Guelph nu-
tritional science Prof. Da-
vid Ma is one of the scien-
tists leading the charge for 
a national microbiome re-
search network here. When 
isolated research centres or 
clusters are drawn together 
through this network, they 
can take advantage of each 
others’ knowledge to try to 
improve their respective 
commodity, and work to-
gether more efficiently for 
new advances.

He says producers’ 
management practices to 
preserve soil health by en-
hancing microbial diversity 
is one example of how a 

beefed-up microbiome can 
aid crop production. An-
other is identifying poten-
tial bacteria and fungi to 
enhance crop root systems, 
for better yield or drought 
resistance. And finally, en-
hancing the protein quality 
in plants is another timely 
example, as some consum-
ers move towards more 
plant-based diets.

“In Canada, microbiome 
research across different 
disciplines – soil, water, 
crops, livestock, food safety 
and nutrition – is at various 
stages of advancement,” he 
says. “But it’s poised to de-

liver immediate economic 
benefits.”

And i t’s not only crops 
that can benefit from re-
searchers’ enhanced under-
standing of microbiomes.

In food animal produc-
tion, microbiome-derived 
probiotics have the poten-
tial to enhance growth, 
digestion and immunity. At 
Guelph, huge strides have 
been made understand-
ing how to work with the 
human gut and beneficial 
bacteria to fight disease 
and cut antibiotic use. So 
many of these findings 
may have parallel ap-

plications in livestock, if 
researchers can find the 
ways and means to work on 
them together.   

“Agri-food research 
needs to make soil, plants 
and animals more produc-
tive and disease resistant, 
without compromising 
plant and animal health, 
animal welfare or environ-
mental sustainability,” says 
Ma. “By better understand-
ing the microbiome, Cana-
da can be the leader in ad-
dressing these needs with 
scientific solutions that 
could really help advance 
the agri-food sector.” 

ROBERTS: Putting together a national effort to research, monitor and enhance the microbiome
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as well,” said Waddell. “So 
the increase we imple-
mented went completely 
to our providers. The office 
didn’t take any cut of that 
whatsoever.”

Fees for full-time care 
for infants (five days a 
week) were raised to $55 
a day from $50, while 
part-time care costs were 
raised between 10 to 30 
per cent. Full-time care for 
toddlers, though, was kept 
unchanged at $50. Waddell 
noted that they very likely 
would not have increased 
this year at all if it hadn’t 
been for the minimum 
wage hike.

“We probably would 
have stayed the same. 
The only reason that we 
increased it is we did a 
survey of our providers. 
They felt that with the cost 
of living and the increase 
and everybody else getting 
paid more, they thought 
they should [as well],” she 
explained.

By contrast, the Inspir-
ing Minds Early Learn-
ing Centre in Wellesley, 
a not-for-profit offering 
childcare starting at 16 
months, said the wage 
increase has had a “mini-
mal effect.”

“It has not affected fees 
at this point,” said director 
Krista Schott.

“However, there could 
be more effects happen-
ing when we look at our 
budgets again for next fis-
cal year,” she said, which 
would be in September 
when fees are typically 
decided by the organiza-
tion for the year. She noted 
the wage increase had im-
pacted the organization’s 
salary expenses, which 

are a major part of their 
budget.

“The one thing that we 
strive to do as a not-for-
profit organization is to 
keep our fees as afford-
able as we are able to,” 
she added. Fees for full-
time toddler care at In-
spiring Minds increased 
by 1.5 per cent for the 
2017-2018 year, to $1,030 
a month (or about $51.5 a 
day).

The announcement of 
fee stabilization efforts 
by the province is sure 
to be a relief to parents 
in the region, many of 
whom pay amongst the 
highest rates for care. In a 
survey conducted by Ca-

nadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives of most cit-
ies in Ontario, as well as 
a few out of the province, 
Kitchener was ranked 
fifth highest in infant 
care rates.

According to the report, 
published in December, the 
median cost for full-time 
infant care in Kitchener 
was $1,325 a month, behind 
GTA cities Vaughan and 
Mississauga. In first was 
Toronto, with a median 
cost of $1,758 a month. 
While rural communities 
weren’t individually listed, 
the report discovered 
that their “fees tend to be 
similar to those in nearby 
cities.”
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CHILDCARE: Tempering already high rates
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545 King St. N., Waterloo                    519-746-4120
(Across from Conestoga Mall) 

                                    toll free 1-800-746-4120
Since opening for business Waterloo Honda has been 

the region’s preferred sales, leasing, parts & service centre 
for Honda, offering drivers dependability, innovation and 
legendary resale value.

General Manager Lothar Quak and the staff at Waterloo 
Honda believe that if value in a vehicle is what your after, 
then you’ll never be disappointed in your purchase of a 
quality built Honda.

Waterloo Honda has your Honda, including the all-new 
2018 Honda Civic SE, and and the powerful Type R with 306 
horsepower.  Civic is Canada’s best-selling car 20 years in a 
row. 

Waterloo Honda also feature one of the most successful 
cars of all time the Honda Accord, which was recently named 
2018 “North American Car of the Year ”  The all-new 2018 
model is available in a sedan and Hybrid.   There is the 
peppy performance of the Honda Fit with a new trim level, 
and the versatile redesigned 2018 Honda Odyssey van.
 Waterloo Honda feature the 2018 Honda CR-V sport-

utility Crossover, and the full-size three-row seating Honda 
Pilot SUV.  
 The Honda HR-V is a bold, sport coupe-like SUV 

offering great fuel economy, and fits right into the growing 
subcompact SUV market.

The stylish 2018 Honda Ridgeline midsize unibody 
pickup truck offers a smooth ride offers a unique two-way 
tailgate and large lockable in-bed trunk, cool in-bed audio 
system and sophisticated all-wheel-drive system. 
 Honda Certified Used Vehicles at Waterloo Honda are 

inspected, certified and backed by factory-created standards 
from Honda for consumer protection second to none. 

Dealer support is the rule at Waterloo Honda with 
their licensed automotive technicians who remain current 
with the changing technology and service equipment.  The 
parts department carries genuine Honda parts and is fully 
equipped to supply any parts that your vehicle may require. 
Local shuttle transportation in K-W helps to streamline your 
service experience.   

You can visit  the Waterloo Honda website at www.
waterloohonda.com   to view their inventory or book a 
service appointment.  Like them on Facebook. 

Unit 1 1600 King St. N., Upper Village         519-664-3728
Jacobs                                              www.decortile.com                                                      

toll free 1-888-664-7526
 More Canadians are choosing home remodeling projects 
to increase the value, comfort and enjoyment of their home.  
Changes in decor should give optimum value in appearance, 
cost and longevity.  Many are discovering that one of the 
simplest yet most dynamic ways to change the look of a 
room is to start at ground level.
   Since its inception, in 1976, Decortile Limited has been 
providing expert flooring advice and exemplary customer 
service.  Owners, Steven and David Deriu and their team of 
knowledgeable experts, design–savvy flooring consultants 
and passionate craftsmen tackle the most demanding 
flooring projects and unique decors.
    Whether it’s resurfacing one room in the home, a set 
of stairs, or bringing increased value and style to an entire 
home, or flooring for commercial spaces Decortile Limited 
has the right selection of products for the job.
    In addition to beautiful carpeting made from premium 
stain and crush resistant fibres, the showroom at Decortile 
Limited features resilient vinyl sheet flooring, LVT (Luxury 
Vinyl Tiles and Planks) and laminate flooring which is 
great where high traffic areas call for a cost-effective, low 
maintenance finish. Gorgeous porcelain, ceramic, granite 
and marble tile are available.  Numerous customers have 
chosen the natural warmth and warm rich glow of solid 
hardwood flooring and engineered hardwoods.  Cork and 
bamboo flooring is a beautiful alternative, and a renewable 
resource.
     Qualified installation crews from Decortile Limited take 
pride in their workmanship for exceptional fit and finish 
second to none.  
 You can visit them online at www.decortile.com for 
additional information, or to view their flooring gallery.  Like 
them on Facebook or view them on Houzz.

Where tires are a specialty, not a sideline!
35 Howard Ave., Elmira                       519-669-3232
www.oktireelmira.com       toll free 1-877-667-6604
    The highly qualified staff at OK Tire Store (Elmira) is 
focused on providing the best quality built tires and service 
with the highest levels of customer satisfaction – they will 
do everything possible to meet and exceed all of your 
expectations.  
 At OK Tire Store (Elmira) the emphasis is not just on 
selling quality brand name tires, but also on giving choices 
that is specifically suitable for everyone.  They have the tires 
you need for your passenger car, van, SUV or light truck, 
tractor, farm equipment, and ATV’s, all at money saving 
prices.  
  OK Tire Store (Elmira) offers a huge variety of tire 
brands including Bridgestone, Firestone, Kumho, Toyo, 
Continental, Pirelli and General Tire just to mention a few.    
They also offer a great selection of custom wheels to give 
your ride a distinctive unique look, plus winter wheels for 
easy changeovers.
 OK Tire Store (Elmira) provides farmers in this region 
with agricultural tires that offers excellent flotation, mobility 
and pressure for every conceivable soil condition.  They are 
an Unverferth Wheel dealer, giving them access to all sorts 
of original equipment, antique and custom wheels for almost 
any farm equipment application, duals, triples or large 
singles, they can design a package for you.  OK Tire Store 
(Elmira) also offer Trelleborg Wheel Systems, tractor tires 
and complete wheels.
  OK Tire Store (Elmira) provide 24-hr farm and highway 
service with a fleet of 5 mobile trucks. 
 O.K. Tire Stores has grown to become Canada’s largest 
independent chain of tire retailers with the buying power 
of over 300 locations coast to coast.  Local owners Rob 
Bowman and Eric Brubacher and their friendly staff have 
been serving the region faithfully since 1993.
 When you schedule your appointment with OK Tire 
Store (Elmira), you can expect courteous service that gets 
you back on the road quickly.  Ask about tire rebates and 
specials.

“Small town service is key for return customers”

9 Church St. E., Elmira                        519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca
 Elmira Vacuum & Electrical is a unique, diversified 
business that is successfully guided by local resident Steve 
Pond who sponsors many local community teams.
 They are experts that carry a full line of vacuums, from 
hand and stick vacuums, uprights, canisters, and central 
vacuum systems.
 Like most appliances a vacuum cleaner exists to assist 
us in our daily chores.  Being the workhorse of a household’s 
cleaning tasks, it needs to be as effective and durable as 
it reasonably can be.  Your chances of making the best 
purchase for your particular cleaning needs is greatly 
increased when you can talk face to face with people who 
thoroughly know vacuum cleaners inside and out, like the 
consultants at Elmira Vacuum & Electrical.
 Elmira Vacuum & Electrical feature quality engineered 
German made Sebo vacuum cleaners, one of the most 
reliable vacuum cleaners in the world.  It is constructed of 
commercial grade, durable materials with high-end quality 
motors, and is backed by a great warranty.   They are also 
an authorized dealer for Cana-Vac central vacuum systems 
with their Signature™ and Ethos™ models.  
 Elmira Vacuum & Electrical provides free estimates on 
repairs that are done on-site for most makes and models 
of vacuums. They also carry a complete line of accessories 
upholstery/crevice tools, dusting brushes, power heads, 
brush rolls, vacpans, hoses, vacuum pipe and fittings.  They 
are your source for vacuum bags, belts, and filters. 
 With Sears Canada now officially closed for business, 
Elmira Vacuum & Electrical is a great source for Kenmore 
vacuum repairs and reliable parts.
 Elmira Vacuum & Electrical is everything vacuum, 
and is a one-stop destination for sales and service, plus 
total customer satisfaction for over 30 years. Like them on 
Facebook.

Helping to Improve Your Quality of Life

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira                  519-669-9919
Charlene@bauerhearing.com
 One in ten Canadians have a problem relating to speech, 
language or hearing. These communication problems affect 
numerous aspects of their daily routine. Professionals 
such as Bauer Hearing are in your local community to 
educate and help people with a hearing loss, with the use 
of innovative hearing aids that are designed to improve your 
quality of life.
 Hearing loss can occur at any age. It is invisible, usually 
painless, and often develops so slowly that you are not 
aware that your hearing is failing until everyone starts to 
complain.
  It is natural to experience some hearing loss through 
aging. Numerous people over the age of 65 have hearing 
problems significant enough to interfere with conversation. 
For many older adults, social contacts are reduced already 
due to retirement, living alone or far away from family, or the 
death of friends or spouse.
 Bauer Hearing Inc. opened in Elmira in November 
2017, and is guided by owner, Hearing Instrument Specialist 
Charlene Bauer.  Charlene has been in the hearing aid 
profession for 6 years.  She has the qualifications and 
experience to address your hearing concerns and work with 
you as a partner in your care 
 At Bauer Hearing Inc., they bring the most advanced 
hearing care technology to their patients. From the smallest 
and most discreet, to the latest hearing instruments, their 
state-of-the-art hearing aids come in a variety of styles to 
ensure you find the perfect fit.  
 The complexities of hearing loss and today’s hearing 
aids are often underestimated.  Don’t settle for anything less 
than a top professional in an independent setting known 
for quality, integrity and no shortcuts.  Bauer Hearing Inc. 
not only sells hearing aids, but go all out to help clients 
with their hearing loss.   Ask about LACE (Language and 
Communication Enhancement) program.  Charlene makes 
it a point of incorporating the education and treatment 
components right into her services.          
 If you are concerned about your hearing or that of a loved 
one, call Bauer Hearing to book a hearing assessment, and 
start enjoying the wonderful sounds of life. 

“Your Comfort is our #1 Priority”

75 Rankin St., Waterloo                       519-746-6000
www.dunnheating.com

In our Canadian climate, heating and cooling are the 
largest energy costs in your home.  Reducing the amount you 
pay by replacing or upgrading the furnace and air conditioning 
system can save a considerable amount of money and also 
result in a positive impact on the environment.

Dunn Heating ClimateCare is a Dave Lennox Premier 
Dealer® and provides the newest Lennox® systems which 
are more energy efficient to help you save on heating 
and cooling costs year after year.  New equipment is also 
quieter than ever before.  State-of-the-art engineering and 
design allow them to offer excellent warranties for worry free 
comfort.  

Serving the region faithfully since 1973, Dunn Heating 
ClimateCare is a family owned business that has a team 
of estimators and qualified HVAC installers who will ensure 
the right size and type of equipment is recommended and 
professionally installed.   

Second-generation HVAC contractor Rick Dunn 
guides Dunn Heating ClimateCare. They specialize in air 
conditioning installation and repair, dryer vent installation, 
furnace cleaning, furnace installation and repair, gas leak 
detection and repair, gas pipe installation, heat pump 
installation and repair, heating Repair, Heating System 
Installation, humidifier installation, HVAC Inspection, HVAC 
Installation, HVAC Repair, indoor air quality Testing, oil to 
gas conversion, thermostat installation, thermostat repair, 
ventilation installation and repair,  plus the installation of 
natural gas and propane fireplaces with brands by Majestic 
and Vermont Castings.  

Their service department is available 24-hours a day, 
7 days a week for your convenience.  Dunn Heating 
ClimateCare offers brands such as Carrier, York, Lennox, 
and Keeprite.   

Take advantage of current rebates, programs and 
deals to save money.   Dunn Heating ClimateCare  is an 
authorized dealer for Kitchener Utilities, plus Snap financing 
is available on approved credit.
 When you’re in the market for HVAC sales, service or 
installation, choose the high-efficiency experts at Dunn 
Heating ClimateCare. 
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It takes just two to tango … 
and provide the laughs

Witty repartee and bickering aren’t just for couples in ETC production of Norm Foster’s On a First Name Basis

ETC veterans Deb Deckert and Gord Cameron take on the roles of Lucy Hopperstaad and David Kilbride in the upcoming production of Norm Foster’s On a First Name Basis. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

FAISAL ALI

HOW MUCH CAN YOU learn 
about someone in the span 
of a conversation? With 
two people of vastly dif-
ferent personalities and 
circumstances, and only a 
distant familiarity between 
them, what can they hope 
to discover? Much, as it 
turns out, with the help of 
a few tumblers of whiskey 
to share.

That is the coil that un-
winds itself, with all its 
twists and turns, during 
the Elmira Theatre Com-
pany’s latest production of 
a Norman Foster caper, On 
a First Name Basis. Open-

ing February 2, it’s a show 
that’s piqued with the wit 
and deep characterization 
Foster is known for.

On the surface, the story’s 
a rather simple one. David 
Kilbride is a generally odd 
and self-involved writer of 
spy novels. His housekeep-
er of 28 years, the sardonic 
and sharp-tongued Lucy 
Hopperstaad, is preparing 
to retire for the night, when 
he detains her at the door 
with a request.

He realizes, with some 
amazement, that after al-
most three decades spent 
together, he hardly knows 
a thing about her. In fact, 
he doesn’t even know the 

good Ms. Hopperstaad’s 
first name, much to her 
annoyance. So, to fix the 
situation, he asks his hap-
less employee to tell him 
the story of her life; and in 
the process hopes to share 
a secret of his own.

“They stay in one eve-
ning and they have a drink 
together and they find out 
about each other’s lives, 
which is really interesting 
because in fact she already 
knows pretty much every-
thing about his life and he 
knows nothing about hers,” 
explains director Rita 
Huschka.

“And the discoveries that 
they make are by turns fun-

ny, sad, poignant, moving, 
delightfully witty – it’s just 
an all-round lovely play.”

The entirety of the play 
takes place on a single set, 
over the course of a single 
conversation between 
these two characters, David 
Kilbride and Lucy Hopper-
staad, played by ETC vet-
erans Gord Cameron and 
Deb Deckert respectively. 
At its core, the show is a 
comedy – though a comedy 
with heart – and the action 
moves at a surprisingly 
brisk pace as the two bicker 
and banter in a flurry of 
exchanges.    

“It’s almost like a mar-
riage,” said Deb Deckert, 

who takes on the role of the 
worldly Lucy Hopperstaad. 
“They’ve been together for 
28 years and she just puts 
up with his idiosyncrasies 
because she’s been there 
for that long.”

Lucy is definitely the 
down-to-earth character, 
often playing the foil to 
David’s flighty behaviour. 
“I’m nothing if not forth-
right, sir,” is one of Lucy’s 
quips, and it’s an apt one.

“She has been with him 
for 28 years, and she’s been 
through all of his marriages 
and all of his novels and 
the movie versions and 
everything,” says Huschka. 
“She is clever herself. She’s 

not highly educated the 
way he is – she is moder-
ately educated – but she’s 
very clever and quick. And 
she has a great sense of hu-
mour and she knows how 
to deal with him.”

Opposite Deckert is her 
co-star Gord Cameron, who 
plays the absent-minded 
writer.

“Perhaps [he’s] a little so-
cially inept,” said Deckert. 
“He doesn’t always pick up 
the social cues that other 
people would. And my 
character’s, I don’t know, 
would you say sarcastically 
witty, or wittily sarcastic?”

Concerts, theatre productions,
art tours and more …

Great Options

$199
Starting at:

+ tax

Showcase your creative events here!
Advertise it with a banner in the Observer Arts section.

THE SHOW 
MUST GO ON!
Promote your show in the Observer today! 519-669-5790 ext. 104 | observerxtra.com/ads
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HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

PRECISE CASTINGS INC. – 
ELMIRA – is accepting applications for 
full-time and part-time positions in our 
manufacturing operations. Competitive 
wages, steady hours, and benefit package. 

Send resumes to Scott Pinkney 
by fax (519-669-1566), 

e-mail (spinkney@precisecastings.ca), 
or drop off at 

124 Bonnie Cres., Elmira, Ont. N3B 3J8

HELP WANTED

FULL TIME INTERIOR 
TRIM CARPENTER

required for a growing construction 
company based in Hawkesville.

Country Lane Builders is a family owned and 
operated company and is known for investing 
in its staff, its integrity, and its innovative 
approach to business and employee 
engagement. We are committed to being a 
leader in the construction industry, always 
looking for continual improvement, safety, 
quality products & service. Experience 
preferred but not required. If interested please 
send your resume to sales@clbuilders.ca
We would like to thank all applicants, however, only 
those under consideration will be contacted.

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Sow Barn Breeding Technician
Modern Early Wean Sow Unit located in the 
Harriston Area is seeking persons with breeding 
experience or interested person that we can train.

• Must enjoy working with livestock
• Be able to work alone & in a team environment
• Reliable and Punctual Attendance.
• Full time steady employment
• Be able to follow instructions, protocols and 

procedures.
• Excellent remuneration pending experience 

and benefit program

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON      N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted. 

HELP WANTED

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Night Loader / Production Worker
This fulltime position will involve shift work week 
days (Monday to Friday) with an occasional 
Saturday shift. Responsibilities will include night 
loading, warehouse duties and possible 
pelleting/batching.

The successful applicant will have
• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Ability to develop effective work relationships 

with co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively 

with customers.

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON      N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those selected 
for an interview will be contacted. 

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Truck Driver (DZ)
This fulltime position will involve safe operation of a 
bag unit or bulk hopper bottom unit week days 
(Monday to Friday) and rotating Saturday’s.

The successful applicant will have
• A valid commercial driver’s license

• Strong oral and written communication skills

• Ability to develop effective work 
relationships with co-workers, and

• Ability to represent the Company positively 
with customers.

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

We offer a competitive wage, pension plan and 
group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Brian Chamberlain, Operations Manager
Floradale Feed Mill Limited
2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON      N0B 1V0
Or e-mail: brianc@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted. 

HELP WANTED

PART TIME (15 to 20 hrs per 
week) position available 
immediately. Can work 
flexible hours between 8:30 
am and 4:30 pm Monday to 
Friday. Perfect for person 
with extra time during the 
day. Repetitive work. Some 
heavy lifting required. Able 
to work independently. 
Please email resume to 
info@firsthealthproducts.
com.

AZ DRIVER - Locally owned 
tanker company positions 
available. Local and U.S. 
Health and pension plan. 
Fax resumes to: 519-745-
1093. Stotesbury Transfer 
Limited, 300 Shirley Ave., 
Kitchener. 519-745-7032.

HELP WANTED

ELMIRA FURNITURE FINISH-
ING company now hiring for 
full time day shift position 
in finishing department. 
Please email resumes to  
sff.elmira@gmail.com or 
FAX 519-669-8820 or call 
519-669-3143.

WORK 
WANTED

YOUNG RETIREE (62 yrs) 
with DZ licence seeks part 
time driving job that does’t 
require trips into Toronto. 
Very flexbile hours. Kevin. 
Email: kevpb@live.ca

FOR SALE

CRAFTSMAN SNOW BLOWER 
- 9.5HP, 27”, hardly used. 
$500. Call 519-669-5010.

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available. Newly 
refurbished digital dehu-
midifiers, 90 day warranty, 
$95. 519-635-8737.

USED GUTTER-CONNECTED 
GREENHOUSE, 10,000 sq. ft, 
includes energy curtains, 
heaters & fans, buyer tear-
down CALL 519-686-0303

AUCTIONS

ANTIQUE AUCTION SALE Of 
Collectibles, early Disney 
collection, and other inter-
esting items, to be held at 
the K.W. Khaki club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley, for Larry & 
the Late Marie Unwin, Ayr, 
& additions, on Saturday, 
January 27th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-
699-4451 or 698-0138 

VACANT FARM 
LAND FOR SALE
402813 Grey Rd 4, R. R. #2 Durham, 

Ontario
Pt. Lot 25, Conc. 4, NDR, West Grey. 50 
acres more or less, 45 acres more or less 
workable. systematically tiled. Fence 
lines have been cleared and land has 
been fall sprayed. 
Property can be used for continued 
agricultural lands or prime building 
location.
For further information contact 
519-492-0382 or 519-492-0381
Offers to be received in OREA or law 
office form of offer to purchase, including 
a minimum deposit of $10,000.00, by 
hand delivery in sealed envelope, or 
registered mail to TarBush Dickey Giller & 
Associates, Attn: Mark TarBush, 140 
Barber Ave, S. Listowel Office, on or 
before Feburary 8, 2018. 

HIGHEST OR ANY OFFER NOT 
NECESSARILY ACCEPTED.

TENDER

GAS TECHNICIAN
Tri-Mech Inc. is a mechanical company specializing in Gas 
Fitting, Hydronic Heating, Geothermal, Furnaces, Air Condi-
tioning, Sheet Metal, Plumbing, and High Pressure Cleaning 
Systems. We service agricultural, light commercial and 
residential systems.

 We are currently seeking a G2 or G3 Gas Technician who is 
a team player and able to work with minimal supervision. 
Qualifications in Refrigeration, Plumbing, or Sheet Metal 
would be an asset but not a requirement.

Tri-Mech offers competitive wages and health benefits.

Applicants are invited to submit a letter of 
application or resume by fax to

519-638-3342, or by email to jobs@trimech.ca

HELP WANTED
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 
NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to the Planning Act and 
Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96
On February 12, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. the Committee will 
meet to consider the following applications. All persons 
interested in the applications may attend and may contact 
Nancy Thompson regarding meeting details or visit the 
Township Webpage – Township Services – Mayor and 
Council – Agendas and Minutes and select the applicable 
meeting date.
The Committee will also consider submissions for or 
against the applications if submitted to the Township 
of Woolwich no later than 5:00 p.m. on February 6, 2018 
(Note that this date is before the meeting). Submissions 
can be forwarded to Jeremy Vink at the address noted at 
the top of this page, by email jvink@woolwich.ca or by fax 
519-669-4669. Any submissions received will be included 
in a comment package and presented at the meeting. 
Any submissions received will be included in a comment 
package and presented at the meeting. This information 
is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating 
a record that is available to the general public at the 
Committee of Adjustment hearing. Please note that while 
the Committee may redact some personal information such 
as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions 
will otherwise be made public in their entirety.
MNOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 4/2018 – Gary Martin, 
2477 Kressler Road
ZONE / USE: Agricultural (A) / single detached dwelling and 
a chicken barn
The applicant is requesting relief from Section 7.2.8, 
Minimum Distance Separations (MDS), to reduce the 
required MDS from 97 metres (being 120% of the calculated 
MDS of 81 metres) to approximately 28 metres between a 
proposed new two storey dwelling with attached garage 
(new dwelling proposed at 36 metres) and a neighbouring 
horse barn located at 2485 Kressler Road. The existing 
dwelling, which is proposed to be demolished, is currently 
setback approximately 33 metres to the horse barn.
MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 5/2018 – Ryan and 
Joanna Eckhardt, 90 Glasgow Street North, Conestogo
ZONE / USE: Settlement Residential (R-1) / single detached 
dwelling and 5.6 square metre shed
The applicant is requesting relief from Section 6.4.2 d of 
Zoning By-law 55-86 to increase the maximum building 
height for a detached accessory building with a flat roof 
from 3.7 metres to approximately 5.9 metres. The variance 
is proposed to allow the 86.1 square metre accessory 
building to have a flat roof that matches the dwelling unit.
CONSENT APPLICATION B 1/2018 – Predrag Vojinovic, 36 
Snyder Avenue North, Elmira
ZONE / USE: Residential Mixed Medium Density (R-4) / 
single detached dwelling and two accessory buildings
The applicant is requesting permission to sever the property 
in order to permit the construction of a new semi-detached 
dwelling. Both the proposed severed and retained lands 
will have a lot frontage and lot width of approximately 

ASSESSMENT of 
INTERSECTION 

IMPROVEMENTS at ARTHUR 
STREET and CHURCH STREET 

in ELMIRA
Project Description
The Region of Waterloo is assessing possible improvements 
to the Arthur Street and Church St intersection in Elmira as 
part of their planned projects along Church East (2019) 
and Arthur Street (2020).
The Region will be assessing viable improvements to the 
intersection, which will involve the removal of eleven (11) 
on-street parking spaces along Church Street West.

Communication
A Public Consultation Centre will be held on February 
7, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. at the Township of 
Woolwich Administration Building located at 24 Church 
Street West in Elmira. Staff from both the Township and 
Region will be on hand and interested parties are invited 
to provide their input. All comments will be considered by 
Staff before determining any possible improvements to the 
intersection.
Should you wish to provide your comments please contact:
Linzey Davis 
Administrative Assistant 
ldavis@woolwich.ca 
519-669-6041

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich 
intends to discuss the 2018 Draft Water and Wastewater 
Budgets and changes to the water and wastewater rates 
at the Council meeting on January 30, 2018 commencing 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, Municipal Office, 24 
Church Street West, Elmira.
Richard Petherick, CPA, CMA 
Director of Finance & Treasurer

10.5 metres and a lot area of approximately 388 square 
metres. The existing dwelling and accessory structures are 
proposed to be demolished.
NOTICE OF THE DECISION: Within 10 days of the meeting, 
a copy of each decision will be sent to owners, agents, 
those who submit written comments, and people who sign 
the register at the meeting. If you wish to be notified of 
the decision of the Committee of Adjustment in respect to 
an application, you must submit a written request (to the 
Secretary-Treasurer – Nancy Thompson ext. 6040) or sign 
the register at the meeting. This will also entitle you to be 
advised of a possible Ontario Municipal Board Hearing.
APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS: 
Anyone in opposition to a decision may appeal the decision 
to the Ontario Municipal Board. The Board may dismiss 
an appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant did 
not make oral or written submissions to the Committee 
of Adjustment before a decision was given, or does not 
provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make 
a submission to the Committee.

Downtown Elmira Business 
Improvement Area (BIA) 
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, January 31st, 2018 

Networking – 6:30PM 
Meeting – 7:00PM

Township Council Chambers,  
24 Church Street West, Elmira

Notice to all Downtown Elmira Business Improvement 
Area Members of the 2017 Annual General Meeting. The 
meeting will consist of the following:
• Downtown Elmira BIA Business Networking 6:30-7PM
• Introduction of the Board of Management
• 2017 Year in Review

o Completed Projects
o Treasurer’s Report

• Levy Increase Update
• Discussion & Approval of 2018 Budget
• Board Member Appointments(vacant positions 

available)
• Questions and Comments

For more information or to register, please contact the 
Downtown Elmira BIA. The full agenda package will be 
available on the Township’s website, www.woolwich.ca on 
Friday, January 26th.
Downtown Elmira BIA 
24 Church Street West, Elmira ON N3B 2Z6 
elmirabia@gmail.com 
519-669-6004
Registration required by Friday, January 26th. 
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SELLING 
YOUR HOME?

MAKE SURE ITS LISTED 
IN THE OBSERVER

PLACE AN AD IN OUR REAL ESTATE SECTION TODAY!
Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

REAL ESTATE

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Paul Martin

519-503-9533

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

paul@remaxsolidgold.biz

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman@rogers.com

Sue Wideman

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suewidemanhomes@gmail.com 3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

MOVING?
CALL TODAY!

SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

$645,000$645,000

Elmira - The Tristan II features an amazing Barzotti 
kitchen complete with Granite counter tops, 9' main 
floor ceilings and hardwood and ceramic 
throughout the main floor. With 4 spacious 
bedrooms and 3 bathrooms, it is equipped with two 
sinks in the ensuite as well as in the main bathroom 
and has a neighbourhood park behind. Almost 
completed, with a February 28th closing and 
available for viewings in daylight only, you will want 
to come and see this beautiful Verdone built home.

MOVING?
Elmira
kitchen complete with Granite counter tops, 9' main 
floor ceilings and hardwood and ceramic 
throughout the main floor. With 4 spacious 
bedrooms and 3 bathrooms, it is equipped with two 
sinks in the ensuite as well as in the main bathroom 
and has a neighbourhood park behind. Almost 
completed, with a February 28th closing and 
available for viewings in daylight only, you will want 

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Welcome to the friendly town of Milverton 
– Let Conestogo Carpenters build you a beautiful 

two bedroom, two bathroom 1,400 sqft townhouse located only 35 
minutes from Waterloo or 20 minutes from Stratford. Pick your colours 
and finishes and enjoy a new chapter in your life.

$319,900

Milverton – Bring your family home to 
Milverton! This brand new two storey 
1848 sq ft house will come with 3 
bedrooms and 3 bathrooms, including a 
master ensuite. Located on a quiet street 
and backing onto woodlands, this is the 
perfect place to raise your active family. 
Milverton offers many amenities including 
a beautiful rec centre with an arena, 
outdoor pool, sports fields and 
playground plus a weekly Farmers Market 
from June-October. This vibrant communi-
ty is just waiting for you to come and be a 
part of it. $419,000

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA   DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission is donated 
to The Woolwich Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES 
EXECUTIVE TOWN HOME 
BUNGALOWS
$459,900  Calling Empty Nesters, choice 
of 3 inside units, beautifully appointed. 
Freehold, standards include gas fireplace, 
hardwood in great room, maple kitchen 
w/island, a/c plus much more. Here is an 
opportunity to own in Southwood Park 
Estates, ELMIRA. Closing dates starting in 
March/18. Call today for further details.

EXCLUSIVE!

ARTIST RENDERING

ARE YOU THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING IN 2018?
CALL US TODAY AND WE CAN HELP YOU ACHIEVE THIS!

LET OUR 50+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR 
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Offi  ce:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

HECKENDORN

519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

  Lovely 3 bdrm. home on an 
established street. Oversized 
front entry w/2pc. washroom. 
Lovely maple kitchen w/is-
land, dishwasher & walkout 
to a newer deck and fenced 
yard.  Large LR/DR w/2 newer 
windows and laminate fl oor. 
Spacious master bdrm w/2 
closets. Large rec. room w/gas 
fi replace & lots of potlights. 
Good storage space. Newer 
dble. driveway. Shows AA!   
New MLS

9 NIGHTHAWK LANE, ELMIRA 

$469,000

NEW LISTING

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

Numerous possibilities | Just off 401 | $890,000
This 5 acre property could have a potential in law suite with separate entrance 
at back. The land is zoned such as to permit dog kennel facilities. The barn 
currently set up for horses could also be used for many other purposes. What 
dreams would you have for a property like this. MLS Call Dale.

CAR BUFFS | Near Harriston | NEW PRICE $329,000
Don't miss the great value here. Bungalow with 4 CAR DREAM garage. New 
stone work, new windows, new roof, 2016. 2 + 1 bedrooms, large 0.46 of an 
acre. MLS Call Dale.

Waterloo New Listing | $459,000
Beautiful semi in desirable location in Glenridge/Lincoln area. 2 
gas fireplaces, finished rec room with wet bar, 2 bedrooms up plus 
a loft, open concept. MLS Call Dale direct.
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OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

PRINTING SERVICES

CLASSIFIED ADS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 19

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

AUCTIONS

SAT. FEB 3 at 10:00 AM 
- Property auction of a 
charming , cozy, recently 
renovated 3 bedroom, 
brick home situated on a 
1/3 country lot. To be held 
at 9183 Concession 11 RR 5 
Mount Forest in the hamlet 
of Fairwell for Beatrice and 
Tom Fowler. Jantzi Auctions 
Ltd. Wellesley 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. FEB 7 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
house effect; furniture; 
antiques; tools; and miscella-
neous items to be held at the 
St. Jacobs Community Centre 
in St. Jacobs for an area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, 
household good, sporting 
goods, and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at the K.W. 
Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger 
Rd. 2 miles south of Welles-
ley, on Saturday, February 
10th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138 

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS Agricultural Spray 
Lime, 22.5kg. bag; feed 
grade lime, 25kg. Deliv-
ered. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

Where people matter   
and ideas grow

www.regionofwaterloo.ca

SCALEPERSONS 
(SEASONAL)

If you’re a team player who can respond tactfully and 
courteously to customer inquiries, face to face and on 
the phone, use job-related software such as GEOWARE, 
accurately enter data, operate a computerized weighscale and 
a cash register, and reconcile and balance daily receipts, keep 
reading. Working up to 24 hours per week, as assigned, in this 
detail-oriented, seasonal role, you will operate and maintain 
a computerized vehicle weighscale, process vehicles at 
transfer stations, and perform related activities at a Regional 
landfill site or transfer station. These two temporary, part-
time positions, of approximately 6 months, call for reading, 
writing and math skills typically acquired through a Grade 12 
education plus 1 year of customer service and cash-handling 
experience. The ability to read licence plate numbers, tickets, 
reports, computer screen options, policies and procedures, 
bills of lading, and by-law 98-87, update data in customer 
files, and manually record weighscale tickets if computers 
fail is essential. The successful candidates must provide an 
acceptable Police Information Check (Level 2) for bondability.

Please visit our website for a detailed description of these 
positions (competition #2018-1030), and to apply online 
before 11:59 p.m., Sunday, February 4, 2018.

Serving a diverse 
population of over 

560,000, the Region of 
Waterloo is a growing 

community where people 
matter and ideas grow. 
Our mission is to serve, 

engage and inspire – 
residents, businesses and 

staff alike. This means 
delivering quality services 
while creating a positive, 

inclusive workplace where 
our employees are valued 

and respected for their 
talents and contributions 

to our success.

We are committed to diversity 

and inclusion, and thank all 

applicants in advance; however, 

we will be corresponding only 

with those selected for an 

interview. We will accommodate 

the needs of qualified applicants 

under the Human Rights Code in 

all parts of the hiring process.

HORSES

WILL BUY OLD and used 
horses and ponies to go 
direct to plant in Quebec. 
Will buy all types, drug 
form required but will buy 
either way. TOP PRICES 
PAID. Contact Calvin Kuepfer 
for prices at Horizon Trail 
Equine at 519-272-3290.

WANTED

BUYING ROLEX, OMEGA, 
Zenith etc, pocket watches, 
vintage clocks, all gold & 
sliver, coins, scrap costume 
jewellery, musical instru-
ments, rock & roll; jazz 
records, military items, 
toys, sports. Email 
gallamore@golden.net or 
519-242-6900, fair honest 
prices.

OLD TOYS, HOCKEY games, 
hockey cards and pictures, 
jerseys and collectibles, tin 
toys, metal toy trucks etc, 
from 1940 - 1970’s or older. 
Call 519-590-8368.

RENTALS

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT 
in Elmira. Quiet build-
ing, newly renovated, 
close to downtown. Call 
519-669-5798.

ST. JACOBS PLACE offers 
luxury independent / 
assisted living in one of 
Ontario’s rural gems, St. 
Jacobs, Ontario. If you or 
someone from your family 
is looking for a supportive 
seniors’ community, we 
currently have a large 
one-bedroom suite or a 
studio suite available. Visit 
www.stjacobsplace.ca or 
call (519)664-6637 for more 
information.

RENTALS

SMALLER 3 BEDROOM 
bungalow for rent. Plus 
heat and hyrdo. East of 
the Conestoga Dam. Phone 
519-638-3207. No dogs.

COMING 
EVENTS

APOSTOLIC CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH Choir presents 
A Night of Sacred Aca-
pella Choral Music. Sat-
urday, January 27, 2017. 
Free dinner (5 p.m.) and 
performance (7-8 p.m.) at 
Apolistic Christian Church, 
2891 Lobsinger Line, Hei-
delberg. RSVP required for 
dinner by Mon. Jan. 22. Call 
Alma 519-595-8311 or email 
elmeralma4@gmail.com

KARATE!!! SESSION 3 BEGINS 
FEB. 10TH AT SCHWEITZER’S 
MARTIAL ARTS. Learn Self-
defense, Self-discipline, 
Self confidence. GROUP 
CLASSES FOR AGES 4 TO 
ADULT. Seminars, March 
Break and Summer Karate 
Camps. Classes taught by 
Sensei Becky Schweitzer, 3rd 
Degree Black Belt and World 
Karate Champion. Location at 
the Hawkesville Mennonite 
Church \endash 15 Martha 
Street, Hawkesville (approxi-
mately 5 minutes from 
St. Clements, Heidelberg, 
Linwood & Wallenstein) Ask 
about our 10 week sessions. 
Call 519-580-1418 or e-mail 
becky_schweitzer@hotmail.
com

THE SHAREHOLDERS OF the 
Elmira Farmers’ Shed will 
hold their Annual Meeting 
in the Farmer’s Plus Board 
Room on Fri. Jan. 26, 2018 at 
1:30 p.m.

EXPANDING PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE COMPANY 

LOOKING TO HIRE 
GENERAL LABORER

Please Contact at:
1-226-751-6760

info@mitchellpropertymaintenance.com

Full and Part Time Positions available.
Competitive Wages and Bonuses.

SMALL ADS, 
BIG IMPACT.

THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIED ADS
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AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

OUTDOOR SERVICES

GENERAL SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

 CONCRETE FLOOR/PAD 
BREAKING & REMOVAL
SKID STEER SERVICES

• ALL ATTACHMENTS AVAILABLE

CALL ABOUT OUR 28FT FLAT BED SERVICE

226-750-4532
CALL DUSTIN AT

ROLL OFF 
INDUSTRIAL BIN 

RENTALS
CALL FOR 

AVAILABLE SIZES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICESGENERAL SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 Kingfisher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Your Business Here! 
Advertise your business services in our 

service directory. Weekly exposure 
with fantastic results! 

Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

SPACE 
FOR RENT

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

Brands You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

homewindowfashions.ca

Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537
STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Quality Bedding
Premium 
Softwood

Blown or Pushed Off

We are geared to
meet your timing and
volume requirements

BLENDED TO MEET 
YOUR NEEDS!

Ph: Elmira (519) 669-5219
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FAMILY ALBUM

BIRTHDAY ADVERTISEBIRTHDAY

OBITUARY

DEATH NOTICES

BIRTHDAY

Frank’s 
60th Birthday!

Please join us to celebrate

Best wishes only please.

Open House
Sunday January 28

1:30 - 3:00pm
at the ALC 

118 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira

Ain’t it Nifty, the 
vacuum guy is 50!

Love Always,
Patsy, Ruby and Rascal

Happy 90th Birthday 

Family & friends are invited to attend 
an open house 2:30 - 4:30pm

Feb. 4, 2018 at Woodside Bible Fellowship, 
200 Barnswallow Dr. Elmira.

Leonard Freeman

OBITUARY

Craig, Marilyn
It is with great sadness that the fam-
ily announces the sudden passing 
of Marilyn on  Monday, January 22, 
2018  at Freeport Campus of Grand 
River Hospital, at the age of 80 
years. Beloved wife and best friend of 
John Craig for 55 years. Loved mother 
of Scott Craig and Colleen Craig and 
her husband Mathew Ward.  Proud 
Nana of Riley and Claire Craig, and 
Jocelyn Ward.  Dear sister of Gary 
and Doris Marsh. Marilyn was a very 
involved community member and 
enjoyed volunteering and meeting 
people.  This was never more evident 
than with her 40+ years volunteering 
in various roles with the Elmira Sugar 
Kings, her 30+ years with the Grand 
River Raceway, and her many years of 
membership with the Royal Canadian 
Legion Ladies Auxiliary.  Anyone who 
met Marilyn was sure to be remem-
bered. The family will receive relatives 
and friends on  Thursday, January 25, 
2018 from 1-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. The funeral service will 
be held on  Friday, January 26, 2018 at 
11 a.m. at Trinity United Church,  21 
Arthur St. N., Elmira. The casket will be 
open at the church from  10 a.m. until 
the service time. Cremation will follow 
the funeral.  Donations in Marilyn’s 
memory can be made to Waterloo Re-
gion Suicide Prevention Council or El-
mira Sugar Kings Ladies Booster Club.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Otto, Esther (nee Klinck) 
1932-2018

Passed away peacefully at The Village 
at University Gates, Waterloo, on 
Sunday, January 21, 2018, at the age of 
85 years. Beloved wife of her soulmate 
and high school sweetheart, the late 
William “Bill” Otto (2013). Loved 
mother of John (Deb) of Woodstock, 
Barb (Craig) of Cambridge, Tom (Julie) 
of Burlington, and Melanie (Warren) of 
Elmira. Loving grandmother of eight 
grandchildren and doting “GG” of 
nine great-grandchildren. Predeceased 
by her parents Roy and Pearl (Esch) 
Klinck. Esther was a longtime resident 
of Elmira and a business partner with 
Bill. She was a doll Artisan, who was 
known for her many crafty talents and 
volunteer work. At Esther’s request, 
cremation has taken place. Memorial 
visitation will be held on Friday, January 
26, 2018 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. A memorial service will 
be held on Saturday, January 27, 2018 
at 11 a.m. at Gale Presbyterian Church, 
10 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. In her 
memory, donations made to Woolwich 
Community Services or the Alzheimer 
Society would be appreciated as 
expressions of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Sittler, Joel
As the result of a farm accident on 
Saturday, January 20, 2018. Joel Sittler 
was born on February 25, 2015. Dear 
infant son of Noah and Irene (Martin) 
Sittler of RR 1, Linwood. Brother of 
Jordan Sittler at home. Also survived 
by his paternal grandparents Edwin 
and Elmeda Sittler of RR 1, Linwood, 
and his maternal grandmother Mi-
nerva Martin of RR 1, St. Clements. 
Lovingly remembered by Joel’s aunts 
and uncles, David Sittler at home, 
Nancy and George Martin of RR 1, 
Wallenstein, Eva and Earl Frey of Val 
Gagne, Anna Sittler at home, Esther 
and Abner Burkhart of RR 3, Wallen-
stein, Martha Sittler at home, Martha 
Martin of Elmira, Peter Martin, Erma 
Martin, and Alice Martin, all of RR 
1, St. Clements. Predeceased by his 
maternal grandfather Aden Martin. 
Friends called at the home, 4750 
Ament Line, RR 1, Linwood, on Tues-
day, January 23, 2018 from 4-6:30 p.m. 
and Wednesday, January 24, 2018 from 
1-5 p.m. A family service will be held 
at the home on Thursday, January 
25, 2018 at 9:30 a.m., then to Linwood 
Mennonite Meeting House for burial 
and public service. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Weber, Allan Reesor
Passed away peacefully surrounded by 
his family at Hilltop Manor LTC Home, 
Cambridge, on Tuesday, January 
23, 2018, at the age of 97 years. Allan 
Weber was the beloved husband of the 
late Joyce (MacKay) Weber (2013). Dear 
father of Steven and his wife Lynda of 
Waterloo, Timothy of Vancouver, Jan-
ice Rodgers and her husband Mark of 
Toronto, and John and his wife Anne 
of Minnesota. Loved grandfather of 
Christopher (Sheila), Brandon (Julie 
Anne), Chantelle, Matthew (Angela), 
Terry, Cassidy (Josh), Kayla (Matt), 
and Lindsay. Great-grandfather of 
Sebastian, Caerwyn, Elliott, Harrison, 
Audrey, and Mason. Dear brother of 
Elsie Clemmer of Stratford. He was 
predeceased by his brothers Norman 
(Sue), Edwin (Emma), and Melvin (Es-
ther). Allan was involved in adult and 
children’s ministry, along with Joyce, 
for over 60 years. He was an active 
member at numerous Bible Chapels 
and Bible Camps, both in Ontario and 
PEI. The family will receive their rela-
tives and friends on Friday, January 
26, 2018 from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. Family interment will 
take place in Hawkesville Cemetery on 
Saturday, January 27, 2018 at 1:30 p.m., 
followed by a memorial service at 2:30 
p.m. at Woodside Bible Fellowship, 
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. As ex-
pressions of sympathy, donations may 
be made to Conestoga Bible Camp.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

ROBINSON, WAYNE JOHN (CHICO) | It is with great sadness 
that we announce the passing of Wayne on January 14, 
2018 at Barnswallow Place in Elmira,

Who doesn’t love 
a birthday?

Surprise your loved ones with a 
notice in The Observer.

CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104  
or email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

QUALITY COLOUR PHOTO REPRINTS

FROM PAPER TO PRINT
5x7

$11 2nd Print 
only $5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only $7.50

4x6
$92nd Print 

only $4.50Visit our website to order any photo in paper or online.

THAT PHOTO IN THE OBSERVER CAN BE YOURS.

TO BOOK YOUR FAMILY NOTICE:
Call 519-669-5790 ext 104 or email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com DEADLINE: Wednesday by 10am
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LIVING HERE
TRADITIONS / MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK

THIS TIME OF YEAR, soup 
and casseroles seem to dis-
appear faster than we can 
make them. The changes in 
temperature, wet and cold 
snow spark a craving for 
comfort. It is the time for a 
hearty meal time fix. 

Scratch cooking takes 
lots of time, energy and 
talent to create. Thank-
fully our Chef Jamie and 
the crew work very hard to 
get those casserole dishes 
filled! It takes special kind 
of person to enjoy the ac-
tion in a kitchen and we are 
so lucky to work together 
every day making tasty 
dishes for others to enjoy.  

A great flavourful dish 
we have made many times 
is Butter Chicken. Whenev-
er it is made, it always be-
comes our dinner.  Happy 
cooking! 

Get your 
hearty 
meal fix 
with Butter 
Chicken

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

ALI WILSON

QUILTING | 28

IT’S AN ART FORM that’s 
synonymous with the area, 
and it’s on full display at 
a spot where they know a 
thing or two about quilt-
ing’s traditions.

Drop by the seniors’ cen-
tre in Elmira any Tuesday 
or Friday afternoon and 
you will find a table with 
ladies sitting around the 
edges happily working on 
their square of a quilt.

This week, they happen 

The art of quilting and camaraderie are on full display at the Woolwich seniors’ centre

to be working on a quilt 
with tractors. 

“A niece of one of our 
former quilters did all of 
the work on it. We were 
hoping it would be for sale, 
but it’s not – they want to 
keep it. Let’s face it, there 
was a lot of work that went 
into it – I guess it took her 
about three years to do all 
of this cross stitching be-
fore it got to us,” explained 
Theresa Cassel, one of the 
quilters stitching along. 

The ladies work twice 

a week on various quilts. 
People either bring them 
in to be finished and kept 
– or sold, as Cassel ex-
plains with proceeds head-
ing back into the Woolwich 
Seniors’ Association.

It takes the group about 
a month to complete a 
quilt, depending on the 
detail – however this one 
is set on schedule.

“Depends on how big 
they are. This one here will 
take us a month and the 
last one we did it took us a 

month to do it, depends on 
the pattern,” she said. 

But it shows that many 
hands do in fact make 
light work.

Some of the women tak-
ing part have been quilting 
for more than 60 years. 
Each has her own story, 
but most date back to their 
early teens – finding some 
lose material, learning 
from mom or just enjoy-
ing something they could 
work on together.

Although for some, like 

Marjorie Roth, the passion 
for the art form came later 
on.

“I didn’t start quilting 
until I joined the seniors’ 
centre,” she said. 

“I knew how: my mom 
quilted, but I didn’t. And 
I just came – at that time 
they didn’t call it quilting, 
they called it, ‘Stitch and 
Chat’ – so I would bring 
something along to stitch 
and chat with them and 

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Marjorie Roth stitches away at the Woolwich seniors’ centre in Elmira. The group meets twice a week to work on quilts. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

Drop by and pick up a stitch
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

SPACE
FOR RENT
Advertise here for great weekly 
exposure in Woolwich & Wellesley 
townships. 

CALL Donna to book 
this space today!

519-669-5790 
ext. 104

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

HOW
CAN I
HELP?
PATRICK
MERLIHAN
COUNCILLOR | WARD 1
WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

226-266-2432
pmerlihan@woolwich.ca
@PatMerlihan www.merlihan.com

FEBRUARY 7

YOUNG AT HEART CLUB. Please join us for our regular 
Euchre club at 1 p.m. at the St. Clements Community 
Centre. We will also be making hand-crafted 
valentines cards. Materials supplied, but please 
bring anything you would like to add. Refreshments 
included.

FEBRUARY 8

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS at Woodside 
Church, Elmira. Speaker Constable Norm deBoer 
“Fraud in the 21st Century.” Devotional by Paul 
Fletcher. Music by Sherri Gingrich. Suggested $7 
donation includes a hot lunch. For more information 
please call 519-669-8752.

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and seniors 
from 10-11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill Community Centre. 
Guest Speaker Lynn Weimer, retired registered 
nurse, Waterloo Hospice will discuss: Advanced Care 
Planning - a conversation worth having.

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT Breslau Community Centre 
at noon. Community Cares Concepts invites you to 
join us for a light lunch and fellowship, $6. Please call 
519-664-1900 by noon, Feb. 5 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 10

ST. VALENTINES ROAST BEEF Dinner and Dance 
Fundraiser for the Waterloo Rod and Gun Club, St. 
Jacobs. Dinner 6 p.m., Dance 8 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
Country band and door prizes. For more information 
and tickets please call 519-664-2951.

FEBRUARY 11

HUNGRY MANS BREAKFAST AT the Elmira Legion. 
Serving 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Adults $6, 6-10 yrs $3, 
5 and under free.

FEBRUARY 13

PANCAKES & SAUSAGE SUPPER at West Montrose 
United Church, 5-7 p.m. Free-will offerings 
accepted.

FEBRUARY 14

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT Calvary United 
Church, St. Jacobs at noon. Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us for lunch, fellowship 
and entertainment, $11. Please call 519-664-1900 by 
Feb. 12 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 19

WINTER IN BLOOM SNOW Painting event. Help us 
celebrate Family Day at Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
Elmira from 9 a.m. to noon. Paint beautiful gardens, 
designs and pictures in the snow! Organized by 
Elmira Optimists, Elmira Kiwanis Club and Elmira & 
District Horticultural Society.

FEBRUARY 21

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT Wellesley Community 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites 
you to join us for a light lunch and fellowship, $6. 
Please call 519-664-1900 by Feb. 16 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 26

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
Elmira at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship, $6. Please 
call 519-664-1900 by Feb. 22 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 28

SENIORS COMMUNITY DINING AT Linwood Community 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for lunch, fellowship and entertainment, 
$11. Please call 519-664-1900 by Feb. 26 to sign up.

MARCH 8

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS at Woodside 
Church, Elmira. Betty Marshall will present the “MCC 
Thrift Fashion Show.” Devotional by Pastor Fred 
Lichti. Suggested $7 donation includes a hot lunch. 
For more information please call 519-669-8752. 

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and seniors 
from 10-11:30 a.m. at the Maryhill Community Centre. 
Guest Speaker Larry Wainwright, Lions Club Member, 
and his four-legged companion, Otis. Topic: Seeing 
Life Through Blindness.

APRIL 12

WOODSIDE EVERGREEN FOR SENIORS at Woodside 
Church, Elmira. Carol Weicker will present “Living in 
the Shadow of His Face.” Devotional by Pastor Paul 
Snow. Suggested $7 donation includes a hot lunch. 
For more information please call 519-669-8752. 

REACH
OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:15 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

Birdland Plaza, 112 Oriole Parkway, Elmira
519-669-1459   www.elmiracommunity.org

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Finding The Way Together

Zion Mennonite Fellowship

9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

519-669-1296 | www.woodsidechurch.ca
200 Barnswallow Dr., Elmira 

Sunday Services

9:15 | 11:00 AM

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Speaker: Matt Robinson

Seeing What is Right 
Through God’s Eyes

Sunday, Jan. 28th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Faith and 
Science

Andy Martin preaching

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973
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ACROSS
1. Medicinal syrup
7. Old Roman port
12. Muslim holy man
16. Go-getter
17. Turned
18. Back of the neck
19. Frigid
20. Ban
21. Dart
22. Today, in Tijuana
23. Ticket taker
25. Percolate
26. Photo ___
27. Delhi wrap
28. Ventilation shaft
29. Delineate
31. Overshadow
35. Calamity
37. Holed up
39. Hunker down
41. Cricket, at times
45. Iron age collar
46. Fuse
50. Plant tissue
52. Loafer

54. ___ milk
55. Moonfish
57. Tell tales
58. Blood poisoning
61. Albanian coin
62. Tree juice
65. Jaffa
67. Grayish
70. Kind of center
72. Type of CPU (abbr.)
74. Aquarium denizen
76. Bit of high jinks
77. Grave words
80. Caviar
81. Laughfest
82. Native New Zealander
83. Ankle swelling
85. Bad marks
86. Muhammad’s religion
87. Speechified
88. Low in pitch
89. Sierra ___
90. Hose
DOWN
1. Popular potato
2. Garnet

3. Form into a sac
4. Tabby
5. Neither fore nor aft
6. Brown shade
7. Leather source
8. Took a dip
9. Band member
10. Knowing, as a secret
11. Back
12. Deduce
13. Lilongwe is its capital
14. Forming a summit
15. Alcohol type
24. Mine find
25. In ___ of
28. Inconsiderate of others
30. Saviour
32. On, as a lamp
33. “American ___”
34. Evita of ‘Evita’
36. #1 spot
38. Cleanses, in a way
40. Moves behind?
42. Chop down
43. Choler
44. Drive away

47. Baseball stat
48. Allow
49. Attracted
51. “Oh, ___!”
53. Betrayal
56. Retrovirus, for short
59. Auricular
60. Exposure
62. Sacred beetle of ancient 
Egypt
63. Wolf’s bane, plant
64. Mountaineering spikes
66. By means of
68. Regarding this point
69. _____ Rand of orig. 
Star Trek
71. Positions
73. Serving utensil
75. Salesperson’s prospects
77. Alleviate
78. Game on horseback
79. Ayatollah’s land
82. “Thanks a ___!”
84. Decalitre

Three may be the magic number, but seven is the one we like the most

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

Q. On Super Bowl Sun-
day, where are you most 
apt to spot the “Winter 
Football”?

A. Overhead in the night 
sky, displaying “eight of 
the 20 brightest stars in the 
entire sky, a ring of spar-
kling multicolored jewels 
encircling the constellation 
Orion the Hunter,” says 
Dean Regas in “100 Things 
to See in the Night Sky.” 
Often called the Winter 
Circle or Winter Hexagon, 
they are visible on a normal 
winter evening in January 
and February around 8 or 
9 p.m.

To trace out the Winter 
Football, start by locating 
the brightest of the stars, 
Sirius, the Dog Star, found 
at the pointy end of the 
football that is nearest to 
the ground. Next, going 
clockwise, you will find 
Procyon, the Little Dog 
Star, followed by the Gemi-
ni Twins’ head stars, Pollus 
and Castor. From there, 
go to bright Capella at the 
upper point of the football, 
then take a quick turn 
down toward the horizon 
where you’ll spot the Bull’s 
Eye star, Aldebaran, then 
Rigel—Orion’s left foot—
and finally back to Sirius. 
At 65 degrees long and 40 
degrees wide and covering 
almost half of the entire 
southern sky, the Winter 
Football encompasses the 

huge star pattern of the 
season. 
Q. Calling all numbers 
lovers. Can you say what 
the following numbers 
signify: 7, 3, 8, 4, 5, 13, 9, 6, 
2, 11? And why is 7 in the 
first place?

A. From 30,000 votes 
worldwide, author Alex 
Bellos compiled a list 
of the ten most popular 
numbers, with 7 captur-
ing nearly 10% of the total, 
reports Brandon Speck-
tor in “Reader’s Digest” 
magazine. Seven’s triumph 
seems to reaffirm “a hu-
man fascination that goes 
back thousands of years,” 
with Babylonian tablets 
rife with sevens. Plus, there 
are the seven dwarfs, the 
seven samurai, the seven 
deadly sins, seven days of 

the week, even seventh 
heaven. 

But Bellos believes 
something deeper is at 
work: Seven stands alone 
as the only number from 
1-10 that cannot be multi-
plied or divided within the 
group: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 can each 
be doubled (2, 4, 6, 8, 10) 
and 9 can be divided by 3. 
As he went on to charac-
terize the lucky number 
7: “It’s unique, it’s alone, 
the outsider. And humans 
interpret this arithmetical 
property in cultural ways.” 
Q. Cat lovers, you may 
have wondered some-
times when observing 
your darling Fluffy, are 
cats really domesticated 
or merely tame? What is 
domestication, anyway?
A. Domesticated animals 
are generally character-

ized as tame, with their 
tameness passed to their 
offspring; not able to mate 
and feed themselves with-
out human assistance; not 
easily interbred with their 
wild counterparts; and ex-
hibiting physical changes 
often seen (in mammals) 
as more baby-like. But cats 
haven’t changed much 
physically or genetically 
from their African wildcat 
ancestors. In fact, says Tina 
Hesman Saey in “Science 
News,” “Many felines still 
choose their own mates 
and hunt for food. Cats’ 
famed aloofness may be 
another clue that their 
domestication isn’t fully 
complete.”

But others disagree, 
arguing that domestica-
tion occurs when a hunter 

stops being interested in 
simply killing and eating 
an animal and starts being 
interested in the animal 
itself. In Mongolia, for 
example, horses roam free 
and their owners catch 
them, as needed, for riding 
or milking. “Once you’ve 
seen that, you can’t think 
that domestication is just 
about parking animals 
somewhere,” says evolu-
tionary biologist Ludovic 
Orlando of the University 
of Copenhagen. “It’s about 
the process of interacting 
with them and developing 
a relationship with them.”
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1 medium onion, diced
28 oz of diced tomatoes 
1 Tbsp. of garam masala
1 Tbsp. red curry paste
2 tsp. curry powder 
1 Tbsp. cumin 
2 tsp. paprika 
2 tsp. ground ginger 
2 cinnamon sticks 
3/4 cup coconut milk 
1/4 cup of ghee or butter 

In a bowl add yogurt, gar-
lic, ginger, garam masala, 
curry paste, cumin, corian-
der and mix together.  

Add chicken pieces and al-
low to marinate for 24 hours. 

Next day place in a bak-
ing sheet, put excess yogurt 

Butter 
Chicken 
2 cups Greek plain yogurt
3 cloves chopped garlic 
1 thumb ginger, peeled and 
chopped 
1 Tbsp. garam masala
1 Tbsp. red curry paste 
2 tsp. cumin 
2 tsp. ground  coriander 
Salt and pepper 
4 chicken legs
4 chicken breasts 

Butter sauce :
1 Tbsp. vegetable oil

CHEF’S TABLE: Cold and damp calls for warm and hearty
over the chicken and roast 
in oven at 375 F until there 
is no pink in the middle, 
cooked all the way through.

In large pan place oil and 
caramelize onions over 
medium heat for about 
10 minutes. 

Add garam masala, pa-
prika, curry paste, curry 
powder, cumin, cinnamon 
sticks and ground ginger. 
Before the spices stick to the 
pan, add tomatoes and sim-
mer for about 15 minutes. 

Allow to cool slightly.  
Remove cinnamon sticks. 
Purée the tomato by us-

ing a hand wand. Bring back 
up to simmer, add coconut 
cream simmer for 5 min-
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SUDOKU CHALLENGE

HOW TO PLAY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. 
We have got you started with a few numbers already placed in the boxes.

utes, add ghee or butter to 
the sauce and buzz the but-
ter into the sauce. 

You can also add whatever 
drippings are on the pan 
from roasting the chicken. 

Place chicken in the sauce 
and re-therm in the oven un-
til hot and cooked through, 
about 20 minutes at 350F. 

Serve with basmati rice 
and mango chutney.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.
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On a First Name Basis will  be running at ETC’s Elmira venue February 2-17. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

It’s a two-person show, 
and therein lies both the 
challenge and the distinct 
reward of the production. 
For two hours, Deckert and 
Cameron have to be able to 
captivate their audiences 
in travails of their two per-
sonas, and keep the entire 
show moving.

“It has a lot of inherent 
challenges, obviously, but 
on the other side too it 
gives the audience a lot of 
time to focus in just on a 
very specific relationship 
and how that might devel-
op over two full acts,” said 
Cameron.

“Yeah, with just the two 
of us the challenge is how 
do you keep your audience 
engaged for that length of 
time when there’s only two 
of you,” added Deckert. “So 
the pressure is on to be on 
top of your game. We have 
to know our lines really, 
really well, but, luckily for 
Gord and I, this is not our 
first time at the rodeo.”

The actors have collabo-
rated on numerous other 
plays together, but with the 
action focused squarely on 
them, the stakes are raised 
dramatically. That said, the 
difficulty of performing a 
two-person show is what 
drew them to the audition 
in the first place.

“After you’ve done a 
number of plays, you look 
for things that will chal-

lenge you. And not just the 
challenge of the volume 
of lines, which is certainly 
there, but the challenge of 
keeping a play afloat with 
just two people,” said Cam-
eron.

Buoying the play along is 
the rich dialogue, the com-
pelling story, deep themes 
that they say will resonate 
with their fans.

“I think that it’s very, 
very appealing,” said 
Huschka. “Particularly 
to our audiences who are 
mostly over 40, because 
part of the discussion dur-
ing the play is about what 
we leave behind. And I 
think that becomes more 
and more important and 
interesting to all of us as 
we get older. What are we 
going to leave behind when 
we’re gone?”

It’s also apropos of the 

season, noted Deckert: 
“With Valentine’s coming 
up, I mean it is a love story. 
Maybe not hearts and flow-
ers but it is essentially a 
love story with all the ups 
and downs. And yes we get 
cross with each other and 
we forgive each other, but 
it is essentially yes.”

The Elmira Theatre 
Company production of 
On a First Name Basis runs 
February 2-17 at the group’s 
76 Howard Ave. venue. 
Tickets are available at the 
Centre in the Square box 
office in Kitchener by call-
ing 519-578-1570 or 1-800-
265-8977, online at www.
centre-square.com or www.
elmiratheatre.com.

The company will also be 
taking the play on the road 
as its entry to this year’s 
Western Ontario Drama 
League Festival in Sarnia.

LAUGHS: Two actors carrying the production
FROM | 18

The group doing some quilting this week included, starting bottom left, Marjorie Roth, Theresa Cassel, Gwen Stanners, Mary Jordan, Ida 
Brubacher, Ruth Ann McCready and Eileen Heinz. [ALI WILSON / THE OBSERVER]

then one day they put in a 
new quilt and it just had, 
you know... ” she said, mo-
tioning to simple stitches 
in front of her. “So I sat 
up and started doing that, 
and have been doing it 
ever since.”

That was about six years 
ago, and although Roth 
also takes part in snooker, 
she still comes back to her 
quilting group – because 
she enjoys, “the people 
that I quilt with.”

Having started some de-
cades behind others at the 
table, her stitching goes a 
little slower. 

“Some of the other la-
dies just zoom along. I am 
getting a little bit better at 
it – a little smaller stitches 
then I did when I started.”

But as her company, 
Ruth Ann McCready , 
explains, “As my mother 
would say, practice makes 
acceptable, because when 
you first start your stitch-
es are huge and she would 
go, ‘OK, smaller than that 
– you’ve got to keep try-
ing.’”

The camaraderie at the 
table is apparent; there 
is no judgement of stitch 
size, just enjoyment of the 
company and the act of 

quilting itself.
“Togetherness. We are 

accomplishing something 
… as well as we are doing a 
lot of visiting,” said Cassel.

That said, seeing the 
final product is rewarding.

“That’s the best thing 
about quilting here: you’ve 
got something done, you 
have something to show 
for the time you’ve done,” 
said Roth.

The group says they are 
always looking for more 
quilters. There’s only one 
rule for those who want to 
join in:

“Just show up,” said 
Cassel.

QUILTING: New hands always welcome to join in
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