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IT’S SUMMER FOR REAL

Students streamed out of Elmira’s  Riverside Public School after the bell June 28 to kick off the holidays, enjoying the end of classes and shifting into summer mode. The arrival of hot, hazy and humid weather for the 
Canada Day weekend certainly fit the theme. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

It was a big one. A mean old 
beast with a lot of kick and a lot 
of buck. But showing them how 
it’s done,  Wellesley Township 
equipment operator Claude 
Hergott tamed the machinery 

This ain’t his first (truck) rodeo, and the results show
Wellesley operator Claude Hergott emerges victorious at Waterloo Region Truck Rodeo

FAISAL ALI

A LONG-AWAITED PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSING at the St. Jacobs Farmers’ 
Market should be in place by next 
month.

After years of talks, Woolwich and 
the Region of Waterloo are finally on 
the same page, clearing the way for 
work to begin. The two are now final-
izing a formal agreement.

Woolwich has hired an engineer-
ing firm to carry out the design of 
the signalized crossing at Farmers 
Market and Benjamin roads. The 
township is responsible for the 
$110,000 project, and will then pay 
the region to operate and maintain 
the crossing. 

The signals will be pedestrian-
activated, but the crossing will be 
synced to the lights at the Weber 
Street intersection, functioning in 
a manner similar to the crosswalk 
at King and Albert streets in the vil-
lage of St. Jacobs, explained Randy 
Miller of the township’s engineering 
department. 

Once the design is done, Woolwich 
will hire a contractor to do the pre-

Farmers’ 
market 
crosswalk gets 
green light, 
work expected 
to be done by 
next month

STEVE KANNON
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just fine, winning first place 
at the Waterloo Region Truck 
Rodeo.

Competing against 26 of his 
peers from around the region, 
Hergott manoeuvred his rig, a 
dump truck fitted with a plow, 
around the challenge course.

“They have an obstacle 
course set up and you’re driv-
ing a snow plow – a dump truck 
with a snow plow and a wing,” 
explained Hergott.

The course requires a deft 
hand as the obstacles are mea-
sured precisely to the size of 

the trucks, giving the operators 
bare inches of room to work 
with. Consider it a bit like the 
most harrowing plow route 
on the narrowest roads, in the 
absolute worst winter and on 
the side of a mountain. Knock 
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School’s out for more than students, as nine EDSS teachers retire
VERONICA REINER

THERE WILL BE 239 years 
of EDSS teaching experi-
ence leaving the building 
Friday, as nine staff mem-
bers wrap up their careers 
and head into retirement. 

Retirees include Janice 
Harper, Marjorie Paleshi, 
Anne Kendall, Fred Meiss-
ner, Melanie Stronach, 
Mike Forler, Judy Saville, 
Ingrid Baumann and Ken 
Reid. 

“I have mixed feelings 
about it,” said Reid, who 
has taught a variety of 
courses, including civics 
and careers, geography, 
history and English, in his 
28-year teaching career. 
“My last class... I was very 
much aware of the fact 
that I was teaching the last 
class. It’s a performance, 
right? You perform so 
many shows in a career. 
It’s been about 15,000 
times I’ve got up in front 

of a class to do my shows. 
Then I realized I’m really 
going to miss that. That’s 
going to be difficult not to 
see these young people, 
and have these interac-
tions back and forth with 
them. It’s a wonderful ca-
reer. An honorable career. 
For me, 28 years of teach-
ing means roughly 4,000 
students. That’s a lot of 
lives to have an impact 
on.”

Despite finding the ca-
reer very rewarding, there 
are aspects of the job that 
he could do without.

“At the same time, I’ve 
done my last batch of 
marking exams, I’ve done 
my last report cards, and 
I’m not going to miss that,” 
he added with a laugh.

When questioned about 
retirement plans, most 
were focused on what they 
weren’t going to be doing, 
rather than what they will 
be doing.

“Everyone who I’ve 
heard discussing retire-
ment has said that it will 
fill up,” said Reid. “So I’m 
not going to worry too 
much about that for the 
time being. A year from 
now if I’m sitting around 
twiddling my thumbs, 
then I’ll start worrying.”

“We’ll all be opening 
up a new chapter of our 
lives,” added Harper, who 
has also taught a variety of 
courses included interior 
design, marketing, and 
physical education.

A lengthy career should 
not end without a celebra-
tion. There was a drop-in 
retirement party last week 
aimed at celebrating with 
Harper and Reid, who 
taught the Elmira Life 
and Work program at the 
school. The program is a 
co-op education program 
that is run out of but sepa-
rate from the EDSS high 
school curriculum.

All past and present 
ELAWS students and 
parents were invited. Part-
time ELAWS teacher of 
eight years Sandra Jardim 
organized the event.

“It’s kind of like a mini-
reunion also for the past 
students or parents or 
coop employers who just 

want to come in, eat some 
cake, drink some coffee 
or tea and just wish them 
well,” said Jardim. “I’m 
hoping to have ten tables 
representing the ten years 
they’ve been there with 
pictures or Power Point 
presentations just remem-
bering what happened in 

those school years.”
 “On behalf of all the 

teaching staff, our feelings 
towards this can be sum-
marized with a Winnie the 
Pooh quote,” said Bauman. 
“We are so lucky to have 
had something that makes 
saying goodbye so diffi-
cult.”

Some 239 years of teaching experience left EDSS on June 28. From left, Janice Harper, Marjorie Paleshi, Anne Kendall, Fred Meissner, Melanie 
Stronach, Mike Forler, Judy Savill, Ingrid Bauman and Ken Reid. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

CELEBRATING CANADA’S DAY AT GORE PARK IN ELMIRA

Despite the sweltering heat, Canada Day celebrations were well attended on Sunday at Gore Park in Elmira. Bottom middle, serving event-goers the red and white cake were newly-elected MPP Mike Harris, Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz, Waterloo Regional Chair Ken Seiling, MP Harold 
Albrecht and township Coun. Murray Martin. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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liminary work at the site, 
including the underground 
ducting and installation 
of signal poles.  The actual 
signal arms and lights will 
be installed by the region.

“I’d like to get this done 
as soon as we can,” said 
Miller, suggesting mid-
August as a possible target 
for completion. 

Woolwich officials have 
long expressed concerns 
about the intersection, 
where pedestrians mix with 
vehicular traffic as they 
make their way to the mar-
ket and factory outlet mall. 

In years past, the market 
operator paid for a police 
presence, but discontin-
ued that service. Since the 
township’s most recent 
push for a crosswalk, the 
upper tier municipality 
has been covering the cost 
of a paid-duty police offi-
cer to direct traffic there.

The region had resisted 
the township’s call for a 
crosswalk, citing the loca-
tion’s close proximity to 
the Weber Street intersec-
tion and calling the signals 
unwarranted. Now, the two 
sides have agreed to move 
ahead, director of engi-
neering and planning Dan 
Kennaley told councillors 
meeting last week.

“They are no longer op-
posed to this pedestrian 
signal,” he said of the re-
gion in a later interview. 

“It didn’t meet the re-
gional criteria – 200 me-
tres from the intersection 
– but that’s close enough,” 
he said of the distance, 
some 180 metres, citing 
similar examples else-
where in the region.

With the region not com-
pletely sold on the project, 
however, the costs will be 
covered entirely by the 
township, with the money 
to come from fees paid by 
the developer of the Smart-
Centres power centre. 

While council endorsed 
the project at its June 26 
meeting, Coun. Murray 
Martin expressed concerns 
that a crosswalk might not 
deter pedestrians from 
continuing to cross as they 
long have.

“I don’t think it’s going 
to work,” he said, arguing 
pedestrians would likely 
continue to jaywalk. “It’s 
not going to accomplish a 
whole lot.”

Kennaley noted, howev-
er, that the crossing would 
likely improve the situa-
tion at the market.

“It may not be a perfect 
solution, but I think it will 
reduce the problem.”

CROSSWALK: Product of years 
of talks between twp., region
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St. Jacobs Retirement Place celebrates 
Canada Day to cap Seniors’ Month

VERONICA REINER

ST. JACOBS RETIREMENT 
PLACE hosted their first-
ever free Canada Day and 
Celebrating Seniors Party 
on June 29. The inspiration 
for the event came from 
June being the 34th annual 
Seniors’ Month in Ontario.

“We want to connect 
the seniors in the com-
munity,” explained Krysta 
Cronin, life enhancement 
and resident services as-
sistant. “We want to open 
our doors to any seniors in 
our community. And just to 
change the views on retire-
ment living.”

“We just thought we’d 
give it a try for this year, 
host an event for the 
seniors within the com-
munity and see what kind 
of success it holds,” added 
April Allen, executive di-
rector. “If it is going to be 
a great success, we’ll try to 
do something annually.”

Featured in the event 
was a Nygard fashion show 
at 1:30, live music by the 
band Old Time Country 
Fiddle at 2:30, and finally 
a car show in the parking 
lot for the duration until 
3:30. There were also raffle 
prizes, where various busi-
nesses donated the prizes 
in the community. Com-
munity Care Concepts was 
on site to discuss what they 
offer to seniors, as well as 
the Waterloo Central Rail-
way hosting a booth at the 
event.

They aimed to receive 
250 guests. 

“So what we’ve done is 
gone to all the businesses 
in St. Jacobs, gone to the 
other retirement and se-
nior homes and welcomed 
them to the event with the 
hope that we can build an 
ongoing relationship with 
the seniors,” said Allen. 
“Seniors continue to con-
tribute to the community 

and we can all benefit from 
their wisdom, friendship, 
and experience.”

Seniors’ Month occurs 
in several provinces across 
Canada. The theme this 
year is “Now is the time to 
start something new.”

The Ontario Ministry of 
Senior and Accessiblity 
emailed out information 

about this event to related 
businesses. 

“There’s a poster that 
they included in their 
email,” said Cronin. “And 
they encouraged everyone 
to celebrate seniors month 
by hosting an event in the 
community. And they give 
you a list of ideas for how 
to celebrate and such.”

On market days, pedestrians and vehicles abound in St. Jacobs.

The ladies at St. Jacobs Retirement Place put on a fashion show as part of the Canada Day celebrations, June 29. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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POLICE BLOTTER

Police warn of CRA scams after 
some $100K of losses in the area

Waterloo Regional Po-
lice issued a warning for 
resident to be cautious of 
Canada Revenue Agency 
(CRA) scams after local 
residents reported losing 
approximately $100,000 in 
the past week.

Police received several 
reports from victims who 
have been contacted by 
people claiming to be CRA 
agents. In each case the 
caller kept the victim on 
the phone for hours, spoke 
aggressively to them and 
told them to pay the taxes 
they owe. The victims were 
all directed to deposit their 
money into Bitcoin ATMs.

Police stress that govern-
ment organizations do not 
use Bitcoin or other com-
modities such as iTunes 
cards for payment of bills 
or fines. As well, the CRA 
will never ask for personal 
information by email or 
text message, will never 
leave personal information 
on an answering machine 
and will never request pay-
ments by prepaid credit 
cards. 

Scammers posing as 
CRA agents will use emails, 
phone calls and text mes-
sages to get money and 
personal information 
from the victim. Often, the 
scammer will use aggres-
sive language or threats to 
scare people into making 
payments. If you receive a 
request that you are con-
cerned about, police sug-
gest the following:

• Never provide personal 
information such as 
your Social Insurance 
Number, date of birth, 
address or banking in-
formation.

• Be aware that fraudsters 
can alter their telephone 
number to represent 
that of a government 
agency or business, in-
cluding RCMP or other 
police agencies. Never 
rely on caller ID to con-
firm the caller’s identity.

• Do not allow anyone 
access to your computer 
or download anything at 
the caller’s request.

• Advise the caller that 
you will look up their 
public telephone num-
ber and return their call.

• Remember that fraud-
sters will provide cover 
stories in the event 
you’re confronted by 
outside people trying to 
convince you that it’s a 
scam.

• Keep your access codes, 
user ID, passwords and 
PINs secret.

If a call seems suspi-
cious, police advise that 
you hang up. Likewise, 
if a text or email appears 
fraudulent, do not respond. 
If you have suffered a fi-
nancial loss, please contact 
police at 519-570-9777. For 
more information on how 
you can protect yourself 
against these scams, visit: 
www.wrps.on.ca or www.
antifraudcentre-centrean-
tifraude.ca.

J U N E  2 6

6:30 PM | Wellington County 
OPP responded to a multiple vehicle 
collision on Wellington Road 12 at 
the Twelfth Line, near Drayton. Ini-
tial reports indicated three vehicles 
had collided resulting in multiple 
injuries. OPP, Mapleton Fire/Rescue 
and Guelph-Wellington Paramedics 
Service attended the scene. A 
female driver and her toddler were 
transported to a local hospital with 
minor injuries as were an adult male 
driver from Waterloo and his adult 
female passenger. The third driver, a 
local female adult, went on her own 
to be examined by medical staff. 
The cause of the collision is currently 
being investigated and the roadway 
was closed for approximately two 
hours. Charges may be pending. 
The Wellington County OPP is asking 
anyone that may have witnessed 
this collision to please call 1-888-
310-1122.

JUNE 28

6:00 PM | Waterloo Regional 
Police responded to a report of a 
collision at Victoria Street North and 
Fountain Street North in Breslau. A 
Chevrolet driven by a 23-year-old 
Cambridge woman attempted 
to make a left turn from Victoria 
Street North onto Fountain Street 
North when her vehicle was struck 
by a Honda driven by a 23-year-old 
Guelph man. As a result of the 
collision, the involved drivers 
sustained minor injuries. The driver 
of the Chevrolet was transported 
to a local hospital as a precaution. 
The intersection was closed for 
approximately two hours while 
officers investigated. The driver of 

the Chevrolet was charged with 
‘turn not in safety.’ The investiga-
tion is ongoing and anyone who 
witnessed the collision is asked to 
call Police at 519-570-9777.

JUNE 29

8:00 AM | Wellington 
County responded to an address 
on Wellington Road 29 near Wel-
lington Road 22, Township of Centre 
Wellington. It was reported that 
a resident at the home heard an 
aircraft flying overhead just before 
hearing a large splash in the pond. 
The resident then went out to the 
pond and found a single tire floating 
in it. Police attended and contacted 
Guelph Airport and Canada’s Civil 
Air Navigation Services (NAV CAN) 
but could not identify any planes 
to have reported losing a tire or 
anything that might be related. OPP 
continue to look into the matter.

JUNE 30

8:00 PM | A member of the 
Perth County OPP stopped a vehicle 
travelling eastbound on Perth Line 
34 in the Township of Perth East that 
was determined to be travelling sig-
nificantly above the posted speed 
limit. The driver, a 20-year-old Hu-
ron East woman, was charged with 
‘racing.’ Her driver’s licence was 
seized and a driving suspension was 
imposed. The vehicle was towed 
and impounded. She is scheduled 
to appear in court at a later date to 
speak to the charge.

9:30 PM | Waterloo Regional 
Police responded to a report of a 
single-vehicle collision involving 
a motorcycle on Line 86 near 

Region funds 
Elmira housing

The Region of Waterloo is contributing 
$600,000 in extra funding for the 
affordable housing projects, the Field of 
Dreams, on  McGuire Lane in Elmira. The 
apartment buildings are being built the 
Elmira Developmental Support Corporation, 
which provides affordable housing in town 
for people with intellectual disabilities.

Having celebrated the grand opening of 
the third apartment building in the Field 
of Dreams project earlier this year, the 
funding from the region will go towards 
the upfront construction costs for its 

fourth.
At the core of the EDSC’s approach to 

assisted living homes is the idea of the 
“good neighbour.” Rather than paying 
the significant ongoing costs to hire 
fulltime caregivers for residents with 
disabilities, even when fulltime care isn’t 
strictly necessary, the EDSC’s solution 
is to instead have “good neighbour” 
tenants, such as students and low-
income families, who can live with the 
other residents and provide that level of 
support and friendship as needed. 

It’s a novel approach that has allowed 
these homes to thrive while keeping the 
ongoing, day-to-day costs of operating 
these buildings wholly sustainable 

through the tenants.

Ford sworn-in 
as premier

Doug Ford was sworn in as the 
province’s new premier June 29 in a 
ceremony at Queen’s Park. At the head 
of a majority PC government, which 
steamrolled the incumbent Liberal party 
in the June 7 election to a mere seven 
seats at the legislature – costing the 
Liberals their official party status – Ford 
reiterated some of his promises made 
along the campaign trail to voters.

“We’re eliminating the cap and trade 
carbon tax, the first steps to lowering 

gas prices. We’re initiating a full audit 
of the government’s spending line item 
by line item. A review that will results 
in billions – that’s billions of dollars of 
savings for Ontarians. And we have sent 
a clear message about our position on 
NAFTA. The world knows that Ontario 
will stand united shoulder to shoulder 
in solidarity with all Canadians. We will 
protect good jobs in Ontario. We will 
protect our rural communities. We will 
protect our agriculture, manufacturing 
and resource industries.”

The new government announced 
a hiring freeze on all new public 
service employees while it audits the 
province’s finances.

Ford will recall the legislature for a brief 
summer session on July 11.

Auditors give 
Wellesley the OK

Wellesley Township received a clean 
bill of health from its financial auditors. 
Presenting the last year’s audited 
financial reports to councillors last week, 
auditor Mike Arndt said the township was 
in a strong position to manage its current 
debts while planning for growth.

“Overall, the township is in excellent 
financial health I’m pleased to say. You’re 
positioned both right now to handle the 
liabilities you have without any difficulty, 

and you’re well positioned for future 
growth as well,” said Arndt.

“You’ve had consistent operations from 
year to year. You’ve a fairly low long-
term debt, a base is certainly well below 
the provincial thresholds that you could 
be permitted to carry, and you’re in a 
very strong liquidity position in terms of 
being able to fund your current liabilities 
and have plenty of funds left over.”

Excluding depreciation, the township 
showed a positive annual surplus of $2.5 
million, almost identical to last year’s 
surplus.

“And those are funds that can be 
invested back into the township for future 
growth,” said Arndt.
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Katherine Street in the Township 
of Woolwich. The motorcycle rider, 
a 50 year old Woolwich Township 
man, lost control of the motorcycle 
and left the roadway and entered a 
grass ditch on Line 86. The man was 
transported to a Fergus hospital by 
ambulance and was later airlifted to 
a Hamilton Hospital with serious but 
non-life-threatening injuries. Anyone 
who witnessed the collision is asked 
to contact Waterloo Regional Police 
Traffic Services.

JULY 1

1:00 AM | A Waterloo Regional 
Police officer was injured during 
an arrest of a adult male in Elmira. 
The accused struck the driver’s side 
window of the police vehicle with 
an axe. The axe smashed through 
the window striking the officer. The 
officer sustained non-life-threatening 
injuries that did not require hospital 
treatment. After striking the officer 
with the axe, the accused fled from 
the area on foot. With the assistance 
of several officers and the Strategic 
Response Unit, the accused was 
located and arrested a short time later 
without incident. A 20-year-old Elmira 

resident was held in custody for a 
bail hearing. He is facing numerous 
charges, including ‘assaulting a 
police officer with a weapon.’

JULY 2

7:13 AM  | Police responded 
to a report of an alarm at a business 
on Greenhouse Road near Breslau. 
When officers arrived they searched 
the premise and located a 32-year-
old Kitchener man hiding inside. 
The man was arrested and held in 
custody to appear before the court. 
He is charged with ‘break and enter.’ 

8:43 AM | A 67-year-old 
man from St. Catharines was 
driving a green Chevrolet pickup, 
towing a utility trailer west on 
Lobsinger Line, Woolwich Town-
ship, when he suffered a medical 
event. The driver lost control of 
the vehicle and left the roadway, 
swiping a hydro pole and coming 
to rest in the ditch. He was taken to 
hospital by ambulance.  Waterloo 
North Hydro responded to inspect 
the hydro pole and the pickup 
truck and trailer were towed from 
the scene.
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THOUGH SOMETHING AS SIMPLE as a 
crosswalk has taken Woolwich and the region 
years to work out, pedestrian signals should be 
in place this summer at the St. Jacobs Farmers’ 
market. 

The two layers of government are now finalizing an agree-
ment, with construction to get underway as early as this 
month.

Anyone who’s been out at the market, particularly on a 
Saturday, knows some kind of improvement is long overdue. 

Essentially, it’s a free-for-all as people attempt to find 
parking and, once on foot, flow out across the roads en route 
to the market and sites such as the outlet mall. Saturdays see 
an especially pitched battle between the two groups.

Woolwich has long advocated a pedestrian crosswalk on 
Farmers Market Road, while the Region of Waterloo has 
insisted traffic volumes don’t warrant a crossing, express-
ing concerns about the impact on its intersection at Weber 
Street.

A pedestrian-activated crosswalk at Farmers Market and 
Benjamin roads would provide the necessary gap in car 
traffic to allow those on foot to cross safely without simply 
swarming out onto the street, which is not uncommon at 
this point.

Rather than the typical overhead flashing lights, to which 
drivers reportedly pay less attention, the crossing signals 
would be the familiar yellow/red/green arrangement, synced 
to the Weber Street lights and timed to permit pedestrians to 
cross when activated, but with manageable delays for driv-
ers. 

Simply recommending that pedestrians use existing traf-
fic signals to cross goes against human nature – it’s much 
easier to cross midway than to go all the way to the nearest 
managed intersection. Safety certainly trumps efforts to get 
people to behave in a way they won’t.

This type of crossing can be timed so that pedestrians 
don’t necessarily control the intersection but would create 
sufficient gaps to allow for pedestrians to cross the road, the 
township maintains.

There will be undoubtedly be some grumblings from driv-
ers – even those about to join the throngs of people crossing 
the road – forced to wait for signals, but the delays should 
be manageable. The same applies to any traffic impacts on 
Weber Street. Moreover, the impact is limited to part of the 
day on Thursdays and Saturdays, with Tuesdays included 
during the summer months. And the peak usage by pedes-
trians falls outside the peak morning and evening peaks for 
vehicular traffic, according to counts down by the township.

That applies even though the most recent surveys show 
increased traffic in the vicinity, fed by growth and by chang-
es made to the Northfield Drive ramps at the expressway 
that have been a major impediment to traffic, sending driv-
ers in search of alternatives. 

In short, things aren’t going to get better on their own.
While Coun. Murray Martin suggested the crosswalk 

might do little to curb jaywalking and other unsafe actions 
common today, township engineering staff are hopeful the 
project will alleviate the worst of the problems. 

The $110,000 price tag appears steep for some signal 
lights, but the cost is being picked up by the developer of the 
nearby SmartCentres big box retail centre. If the crosswalk is 
something of an experiment, it’s one that comes without too 
much risk to municipal coffers.

Some people might argue about putting a price on safety, 
but there’s always room for pragmatism in the debate.

A simple crossing 
is more complex 
than it should be

NOTHING IS PERFECT, 
AND that definitely in-
cludes health care. On the 
70th anniversary of the 
first full-coverage national 
health care system that 
is ‘free at the point of de-
livery,’ Britain’s National 
Health Service, English 
people have been march-
ing in the streets demand-
ing better funding for the 
NHS, and Donald Trump 
naturally got the wrong 
end of the stick again.

Back in February, as part 
of his war against Barack 
Obama’s attempt to im-
prove the coverage of the 
rudimentary U.S. health 
care system (‘Obamacare’), 
Trump claimed that the 
marchers were protesting 
because the British system 
is “going broke and not 
working.”

It’s tough trying to de-
fend the existing U.S. sys-
tem when every other de-
veloped country provides 
universal health coverage 
for its citizens, but Trump 
battled bravely onwards, 
later tweeting that the 

U.S. is still the odd man out on universal health care
Democrats in the United 
States “want to greatly 
raise taxes for really bad 
and non-personal medi-
cal care.” Like the British 
allegedly suffer under the 
NHS.

In fact, the English 
National Health Service 
(Scotland and Northern 
Ireland have separate 
but similar systems) is, 
in former Conservative 
cabinet member Nigel 
Lawson’s words, “the clos-
est thing the English have 
to a religion.” It is almost 
universally loved, and the 
protests were about gov-
ernment under-funding of 
the NHS.

Even the Conserva-
tive government that has 
strictly limited funding 
increases for the NHS over 
the past seven years, de-
spite rising demand due to 
an ageing population, has 
now been forced to yield to 
popular demands. Prime 
Minister Theresa May an-
nounced last week that the 
NHS would get a funding 
increase of 3.4 per cent 
per year over the next four 
years, giving it an extra $27 
billion annually by 2023.

But are the English 
right to love their health-
care system – and are the 

French and Germans and 
Russians and Japanese 
and the people of almost 
every other developed 
country right to revere 
their own similar systems? 
The United States may be 
the odd country out, but 
it does spend far more on 
health care than anybody 
else.

The United States 
spends 16 per cent of its 
entire Gross Domestic 
Product on health care, 
almost twice as much as 
the average (8.2 per cent 
for Japan, 8.4 for the UK, 
8.5 for Australia, 10.4 for 
Germany). In theory, that 
ought to mean that Ameri-
cans are healthier than 
everybody else and live 
longer. In practice, it’s just 
the opposite.

The United States is the 
only developed country 
where the average lifespan 
is less than 80. In fact, it’s 
barely 78 years in the U.S., 
whereas everywhere else 
it’s in 80-82 range. The 
U.S. also has the highest 
‘preventable death’ rate 
of any developed country, 
and the highest infant 
mortality rate by a very 
wide margin. Americans 
spend more on health, and 
get less back, than any-

body else.
They also spend far 

more of their time worry-
ing about health care. The 
principal cause of personal 
bankruptcies in the United 
States is ‘catastrophic’ 
health emergencies, and 
all but the very rich have 
to devote much time to 
finding affordable medi-
cal insurance. Elsewhere 
in the developed world, 
nobody really thinks about 
that. The care will be there 
when you need it, and no-
body goes bankrupt.

The model that was pio-
neered by Britain’s NHS 
on July 5, 1948 has been 
so successful that it is now 
spreading into many de-
veloping countries as well. 
India is still a poor coun-
try, but its National Health 
Policy 2017 goals include a 
commitment to “progres-
sively achieve Universal 
Health Coverage.” China is 
working to provide afford-
able basic healthcare to 
all residents by 2020. And 
so on.

Attitudes change over 
time. In the 1930s nobody 
thought that there was 
some sort of basic human 
right to health care. The 

DYER | 8

Summertime and the livin’ is easy ... as long as you tune out the noise and nonsense.
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Scrapping cap-and-trade scheme, lower gas prices are Ford’s populist priority

HAVING CAMPAIGNED ON 
A populist platform, Doug 
Ford is pressing ahead 
with that stance just days 
into the job as Ontario’s 
new premier. 

Ford plans to axe the 
province’s carbon cap-
and-trade scheme as part 
of his plan to lower gaso-
line costs by ten cents per 
litre. The move ticks two 
populist boxes: scrubbing 
an unpopular Liberal tax 
grab and promising lower 
fuel prices. 

Cap-and-trade added 
4.3 cents to each litre of 
gasoline.

“We are getting Ontario 
out of the carbon-tax busi-
ness,” said Ford in a state-
ment. 

“Our focus will be to give 
people lower gas prices, 
lower energy bills and a 
real break in their wallets 
in order to get our econo-
my going and create jobs. 
Help is here,” he added 
in a style reminiscent of 
his campaign trail sound 
bites.

In killing the cap-and-
trade plan, which has thus 
seen Ontario business 
purchase some $2.9 bil-
lion in credits, Ford is on 
solid populist footing, the 
scheme having been an 
ill-considered cash grab by 
his predecessor, the much-
reviled Kathleen Wynne. 
He’ll get brownie points 
just for that. 

More to the point, cap-
and-trade is a weak way to 
curb emissions. It’s wide 
open to abuse. A direct 
carbon tax, applied to 
everything, makes more 
sense in this context. The 
bigger problem? Ontarians 
didn’t trust Wynne to do 
what’s right given a record 
of corruption and incom-
petence – see the results 
of June 7 for confirmation. 
We simply assumed that 
the scheme did nothing to 
change emissions while 
her government squan-
dered the money trying 
to buy votes and lining 
the pockets of friends and 
supporters.

Wynne’s disingenu-
ousness was not lost on 
many Ontarians, and that 
extended to the cap-and-
trade scheme itself. It’s a 
money grab, pure and sim-

ple. Otherwise, why not 
go for a broadly applied 
carbon tax, with reduc-
tions in income and other 
taxes to make the program 
revenue neutral? It’s only 
a coincidence that the 
province expected to rake 
in as much as $2 billion to 
spend/waste as it sees fit?

Critics have noted the 
complex cap-and-trade 
scheme simply makes it 
look like emissions are get-
ting lower without actually 
doing much environmen-
tal good. At the end of the 
day, the main beneficiary 
is the provincial treasury. 

So, the scheme has the 
trappings of government 
action, but without any re-
sults. And we’re all poorer 
for it, both immediately 
due to taxes and in the 
long run because we’ll still 
be on the hook for massive 
remediation costs related 
to climate change. 

It’s cancellation is a pop-
ulist no-brainer for Ford.

“Every cent spent from 
the cap-and-trade slush 
fund is money that has 
been taken out of the 
pockets of Ontario families 
and businesses,” he said.

“We believe that this 
money belongs back in the 

pockets of people. Cancel-
ling the cap-and-trade car-
bon tax will result in lower 
prices at the gas pump, on 
your home heating bills 
and on virtually every oth-
er product that you buy.”

Few of us are going to 
complain about lower fuel 
costs, though it remains 
to be seen if the freed-up 
tax money isn’t simply 
added to company profits, 
as expected – Ford’s ad-
monitions and promises 
to monitor the situation 
notwithstanding. But the 
decision also plays into 
a climate-change denial 
script popular among cer-
tain political types. 

Much of the online and 
media chatter centers 
on the growing skepti-
cism about anthropo-
genic global warming, not 
skepticism from credible 
scientists, but from indus-
try-backed lobbyists and 
a growing number of us 
simply tired of all the talk. 
Of course, the work of the 
deniers has muddied the 
waters, which is precisely 
what they’re after. Ford 
and some of his supporters 
fall into this category. 

Much like smoking, 
acid rain and the ozone 

layer, the goal of those 
with vested interests in 
the status quo lied, faked 
the data and organized 
fraudulent front groups 
to sow dissent, all in the 
name of maintaining prof-
its, health and the public 
interest be damned. The 
same is true in the debate 
over climate change. Well, 
not debate, as there is 
near-universal consent 
among experts and those 
knowledgeable in the field 
– there is no other side to 
the story save for those 
bought and paid for to be 
there.

It’s been an effective 
campaign, because we’ve 
had little action. Many 
of us don’t even want to 
think about it, as that 
might lead to lifestyle 
changes, or even extra 
costs. Of course, we can 
mitigate greenhouse gases 
today, or we can pay out 
much more tomorrow for 
the devastating impacts of 
climate change, costs that 
will make the current bil-
lions spent on post-disas-
ter cleanups seem paltry.

The public is increas-
ingly aware of this, yet 
governments continue 
to do little more than 

give lip service to the is-
sue – witness the string of 
conferences and summits 
that generate naught but 
hot air. In the end, it’s the 
money and the power it 
buys that dictates what 
actually happens.

Canada is no different. 
The government is be-
holden to large resource 
companies, increasingly 
foreign-owned. The aver-
age Canadian, while a low 
priority individually, still 
warrants some consider-
ation as part of the voting 
mass. And Canadians have 
grown tired of the debate, 
and will not support one 
dime travelling out of the 
country on some ill-fated 
cap-and-trade, carbon off-
sets or environmental rep-
arations scheme cooked 
up by an unaccountable 
international group.

We simply do not be-
lieve politicians and 
bureaucrats capable of 
creating a system that 
isn’t corrupt, ineffective 
and likely to waste money. 
History has shown us such 
agreements are rarely to 
the benefit of average  
citizens.

What does it mean to you to be Canadian?

No Donald Trump.

 » Taylor Pace

Its rights and freedoms.

 » Juan Monterroza

I would say for me it would be opportunity 
and freedom of choice.

 » Lance Martin

My first thought is to be Canadian is freedom, 
just like to be a Christian is freedom.

 » Jean Morby

I am actually proud to be a Canadian. Compared 
to a lot of other countries in the world right now, 
we have a good life here. We have a good heart 
as a nation and I’m proud of that.

 » Liza Jantzi

“It’s tough trying to defend the existing U.S. system when every other developed country provides universal health coverage ...” Gwynne Dyer | 6
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: What was once a
privilege has become a right

KANNON: Ford happy to tell
us what we’re eager to hear

FROM | 6

FROM | 7

 » Democracy Watch

When “That 
will never 
happen 
to me” 
happens.

1201022CN State Farm Canadian Head Office, Aurora, Ontario

I'm ready to help.

There’s never a good time for 
an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count 
on State Farm® to be there 
quickly so you can get your life 
back to normal. 
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Jeff Watkin, Agent
151 Frobisher Dr, Ste A204
Waterloo, ON  N2V 2C9
Bus: 519-886-4470
jeff.watkin.icjk@statefarm.com

well-off paid for their own, 
and the rest depended 
on charity (which wasn’t 
very dependable). What 
changed that attitude was 
the Second World War, 
a time of great national 
solidarity and sacrifice in 
every country.

It was the worst war in 
history, but it produced a 
generation who believed 
that the people who had 
shared in the sacrifice (in 
both the countries that 
won and those that lost) 
must not be left behind in 
the peace that followed.  
The will was there to do 
new and great things, and 
they did them.

It is no coincidence that 
the same year of 1948 saw 
the signing of the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human 
Rights, which said (among 
other things) that “Every-
one has the right to a stan-
dard of living adequate for 

That’s not to say we 
shouldn’t be making our 
own efforts to combat 
climate change. Canada 
contributes about two per 
cent of global greenhouse 
gas emissions despite hav-
ing less than half of one 
per cent of the world’s 
population. Clearly we can 
do better. In the absence 
of international agree-
ments, however, going it 
alone may require some 
other changes, including 
increasing protection-
ism. There’s no point in 
lowering emissions stan-
dards for manufacturers 
in Canada, or even the 
U.S., if goods from China 
and other major polluters 
can come into the market 
with impunity. Worse still, 
such tactics could end up 
encouraging even more 

the health and well-being 
of himself and of his fam-
ily, including food, cloth-
ing, housing and medical 
care and necessary social 
services.”

The world had turned, 
and what had been a privi-
lege became a right. One 
that is still widely abused 
or neglected, of course, but 
it has nevertheless spread 
across the entire planet in 
the past 70 years. Why did 
the United States miss out?

The answer is probably 
a free-market ideology so 
strong that it enabled the 
insurance companies and 
the medical profession 
(which opposed the idea of 
a national health system 
in every country, at least 
initially) to win the politi-
cal battle in the U.S. and 
strangle the idea in its cra-
dle. It keeps coming back 
even there, but for the mo-
ment Americans must go 
on paying the costs of their 
ideology.

transfer of Western jobs to 
offshore locations where 
the environment regula-
tions are as lax as labour 
and human rights protec-
tion.

Estimates tied to the 
kind of emission reduc-
tions deemed necessary to 
offset the worst of climate 
change run into the hun-
dreds of billions of dollars. 
Coupled to the lifestyle 
changes and potential eco-
nomic upheaval, the costs 
seem too onerous. If the 
worst does happen, we’re 
going to be spending far 
more to deal with the dam-
age and mitigation factors 
… but that’s something 
that may happen in the 
future, and we seem pre-
pared to cross that bridge 
when the time comes.

In the meantime, well, 
c’mon, who doesn’t like 
cheaper gasoline? 

Federal Ethics Commissioner Mary Dawson has let 95% of federal 
cabinet ministers, MPs and government officials she has investigated 
off the hook, including many who clearly violated federal ethics rules. 
Federal Lobbying Commissioner Karen Shepherd has let 84% of the 
lobbyists she has caught violating lobbying rules off the hook. She 
has referred only a few cases to the RCMP, and as a result since 2008 
only four lobbyists have been prosecuted for violating lobbying rules. 

 » Journalist Andrew Nikiforuk argues in favour of abolishing political parties

“Canada reflects this dark reality too: every party here seems 
dedicated to breaking promises or thwarting the public interest 
with equanimity. It’s difficult to tell any difference between 
Liberals, Tories and New Democrats because all serve power, or the 
elites that employ that power in a technological society.”

 » From the July 4, 2015 edition of The Observer

Woolwich Mayor Sandy Shantz having submitted a new, audited 
expense report, her spending in the 2014 election won’t be 
subjected to a formal audit. Members of the Municipal Election 
Compliance Audit Committee (MECAC) meeting Thursday morning 
were satisfied with the new paperwork, dismissing the application 
by Elmira resident Alan Marshall for a review of Shantz’s election 
filing.

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from July 9th – July 14th

$14.99 REG. PRICE
$15.99 ea

Store Made 12x4oz
Beef & Pork

Burgers

Fresh Boneless
Chicken Thighs

Fresh
Sirloin Steaks

Store Made Deli Sliced

Onion or Pizza 
Loaf

REG. PRICE
$6.49 /lb

$5.49

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$7.99

Cured Smoked 
Side Bacon

Store Made Dry

Turkey 

Pepperstix
$4.49 REG. PRICE

$4.99 /ea

Store Made (10 pc.)

REG. PRICE
$10.99 /lb

REG. PRICE
$7.99 /lb$6.99

REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb

$4.99
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SPORTS

ELMIRA GOLFER GAR-
RETT RANK was back in 
town this week after a 
major showing at the U.S. 
Open last month. Sharing 
the green with some of the 
sport’s premier players at 
the Open in Southampton, 
New York in June, Rank 
was one of only a handful 
of Canadians to qualify for 
the tournament.

For the Elmira native, 
who, when he is not on 
the green, also works as a 
professional referee in the 
NHL,  reaching the U.S. 
Open marks a highpoint in 
his diverse athletic career.

“It was one of the great-
est experiences in my golf 
career, probably one of the 
coolest things I’ve done 
so far in my life. Just to 
be out there competing 
in a major championship 
with the world’s best golf-
ers and being able to be 
there with my family and 
friends, it was really cool 
as well,” said Rank.

“I’m a little bit disap-
pointed with the way I 
played, but learned a ton 
about competing at that 
level, and definitely took a 
lot of positives away from 
the week.”

It was a challenging 
contest that saw Rank miss 
the cut with an 83 in the 
first round followed by 75 
in the second. 

“The golf course was 
amazing – very hard – but 
it was a pretty cool week,” 
said Rank’s brother, Kyle, 
who was at the tourna-
ment caddying for his 
sibling. “It’ll be awesome 
to be able to look back on 
future years and just sit 
around and say, ‘yeah we 
were there.’”

Like his brother, Kyle 
Rank has also made a con-
siderable impression in 
Elmira himself through his 
work at the Friends of Hock-
ey charitable organization.

“I think obviously he 

GOLF / LOCAL FAVOURITE

It’s been a busy summer on 
the links for Garrett Rank
The NHL season done, Elmira golfer finds himself rubbing elbows with some of the game’s best

FAISAL ALI

GALEA | 10

OPEN
COUNTRY

An 
investigation 
into the 
physics of 
canoes

A LOT OF PEOPLE do not 
know this, but as a canoe 
get older, it gets heavier too. 

When I first got my 17-
foot fishing canoe nearly 
20 years ago, it weighed a 
mere 90 pounds. This year 
it weighs somewhere in the 
neighbourhood of three 
tons. I found this out the 
other day when I single-
handedly deposited it on 
the roof of my car. 

As far as I know, science 
hasn’t addressed why this 
strange phenomenon oc-
curs. I suspect it is because 
not enough data has been 
collected.  

The good news is I have 
20 years of data to share. 

Here are just some of 
my extensive field notes 
regarding my canoe over 
the years.

1999: My new canoe, 
which the brochure says is 
90 pounds, seems far light-
er than that. I had no trou-
ble loading it on the car or 
portaging it 200 yards this 
morning. In fact my fishing 
buddy offered to help and I 
told him to sit this one out 
as it would only complicate 
things.

2000: I like my 90 pound 
canoe for the most part. 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

would have liked to maybe 
play a little bit better, but 
under those circumstances 
and the difficulty of the 
course, it was a pretty 
good week.”

But just reaching the 
U.S. Open was an impres-
sive feat, as golfers had to 
compete through a gaunt-
let of qualifying rounds, 
beginning with the locals. 
Of the 8,537 competing 
at the local level tourna-
ments, a mere 500 indi-
viduals advanced to the 
next round. Rank passed 

Garrett Rank works on his swing at the Elmira Golf Club during a break from what has been a busy competitive stretch since the his NHL reffing duties wrapped up for the season. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

the local round at a tour-
nament May 16 at the Mis-
sion Inn Resort and Club 
in Florida.

At the sectionals, the 
competition tightened as 
a further 860 players were 
whittled down to the top 
78 to advance to the U.S. 
Open. Playing at the June 
4 competition at the An-
sley Golf Club in Georgia, 
Rank again clinched first 
in the top three spots out 
of 43 competitors, earning 
him a final pass to the U.S. 
Open later that month.

Having made it to the 
higher reaches of the 
sport, Rank is eager to 
qualify again for the Open.

“Yeah, I mean I’ve tried 
to qualify for the last five 
or six years and finally 
made it, and now that 
I’ve been there and ex-
perienced what it’s like, 
and have a taste for it, I’m 
definitely looking forward 
to trying to get back there,” 
he said.

Rank has a rather 
unique claim to fame as 
an athlete. A professional 

golfer competing at a 
world class tier on the one 
hand, and a referee for the 
NHL on the other, Rank 
has somehow been able to 
balance the two over his 
life.

“So I grew up like any 
Canadian kid playing 
hockey in the wintertime 
and golf in the summer-
time,” explained Rank. 
He pursued both sports 
with an equal passion, and  
won a scholarship to the 
University of Waterloo on 
his abilities as a golfer and 

hockey player. Eventually, 
Rank moved over to reff-
ing in hockey, but contin-
ued to get in his time at 
the range.

“It was kind of what was 
going to happen first. Was 
I going to make the pros 
in reffing? Or was I going 
to make the pros in golf, 
and the NHL came up and 
offered me a contract, 
and my golf was going 
really well at that point, 
but it was something that 
I couldn’t say no to,” he 
said.
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It is stable and nice to 
fish from. Unfortunately, 
they seem to be making 
the roofs of cars a little 
higher these days. I almost 
couldn’t get the canoe atop 
the vehicle.

Bass Opener 2001: You 
know, I have always felt a lit-
tle bad about not letting my 
fishing buddy partake in the 
loading of the canoe ritual. 

So this year, I have decided 
he can have the pleasure of 
loading it onto the roof of 
the car all by himself.

2002: I have a new fish-
ing buddy this year. He 
seems strong and talks a lot 
about canoeing and how 
much he enjoys long por-
tages. Lucky for him, I am 
taking him to a nice back-
woods lake where he can 
portage my 90-pound ca-

noe to his heart’s content. 
2003: If I didn’t know 

better, I would say that I 
am being shunned by other 
anglers. Perhaps it has 
something to do with the 
lawsuits brought forth by 
two former fishing buddies 
for medical expenses due 
to back-related injuries.

2004: I’m not sure if my 
canoe is getting heavier or 
if they are making portages 

longer. 
2005: I measured the 

portage. It’s the @$! canoe. 
Perhaps water absorption?

2006:  Got stopped by the 
OPP the other day. Appar-
ently you are not allowed 
to drag a canoe behind you 
car on a provincial high-
way. The officer was going 
to give me a ticket but he 
was too exhausted after he 
helped me get the canoe on 

top of my vehicle. 
2009:  I have grown very 

suspicious of canoe bro-
chures. There’s no way this 
canoe is 90 pounds. Thank 
goodness it is easy to drag 
across portages. Also it’s 
good that I can still power 
lift 200 pounds. 

2015:  My plan to create 
a ditch to drive my car into 
so it will be easier to drag a 
canoe on top has been ve-

toed by my better half.  
2016: Got Jenn to help 

me load the canoe atop the 
truck. She is reconsidering 
the ditch idea.

2018, Canada Day: This 
morning, while placing the 
canoe on the top of my ve-
hicle without the help of a 
front end loader, I believe I 
set an unofficial power lift-
ing world record.  It might 
be time for a lighter canoe.

GALEA: Over time, dealing with the weight of your canoe reaches a real tipping point
FROM | 11

•RAY FREDERICK 
•COLIN KROPF 
•JEFF JOHNSON

 All sale prices exclude 
H.S.T, and License Fee. 
Fixed rates, based on 

bi-weekly payments O.A.C. 
Finance rates are only good 

for date of publication.

Need
A New

Vehicle?
Visit us
today!

Call one of
our sales reps

today!

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2010 DODGE JOURNEY SE
Roomy and practical SUV. Has economical 4 cylinder 
engine, Uconnect with Bluetooth, air conditioning, 
power windows/locks/mirrors, cruise control and more. 
Finished in white. Has 143,700 kilometers.
FINANCING AVAILABLE. $9,995

$9,995

2016 RAM 1500 LIMITED CREW 4X4
3.0 litre EcoDiesel engine with only 64,500 kms. Comes with 
manufacturers Gold Plan ext. warranty. Top-of-line Limited 
model and loaded with features incl. premium leather seating, 
4-corner air suspension, navigation, pwr sunroof, heated 
front and 2nd row seats & more. Finished in black. $46,995.

317
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE SRT 4X4
Awesome performance from a 6.4 liter V8 engine with 
475 horsepower. Well equipped with Navigation, 
panoramic sunroof, heated seats, power liftgate, 
remote start, back-up camera and much more. Finished 
in black. Only 84,800 kilometers. $53,995.

414
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2017 DODGE CHARGER RALLYE
Awesome looking Rallye package with 20 inch Granite crystal 
aluminum wheels, Navigation, sunroof, heated seats, Beats 
premium audio,blind spot and cross path detection,backup 
camera,8.4 inch media center and much more. Previous daily 
rental. Finished in brilliant black. Only 21,700 kilometers. $31,995.

216
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

168
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2016 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
7 passenger seating, all-wheel drive, V6 engine, leather 
interior, heated seats, remote start, 19 inch wheel package 
and more. Previous daily rental. Has only 51,100 kilometers. 
Finished in billet silver metallic. $24,995.

2018 DODGE DURANGO GT AWD
7 passenger sport-ute. Well equipped GT model with 
all-wheel-drive,leather heated seats front and 2nd row, power 
liftgate, power sunroof, remote start , back-up camera, 20 inch 
wheel package, Apple Carplay/GoogleAndroid Auto and more. 
Previous daily rental. Finished in billet silver metallic.
Has only 17,900 kilometers. $43,995.

2015 RAM 1500 CREW SLT 4X4
Has economical and powerful 3.6 liter V6 engine,8-speed 
automatic transmission, power driver’s seat bucket seats 
withcenter console, heatedseats, heated steering wheel, 
remote start, 8.4 inch media center and more. Finished in 
granite metallic. 115,700 kilometers.$25,995. 

2016 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SE
Low kilometer trade-in,bought from us new. 7 passenger 
seating with 2nd row bench seat and 3rd row stow-n-go seat.
Has air conditioning,power windows/locks/mirrors,cruise 
control and more. Finished in Granite. Only 43,700 
kilometers. $18,995.

129
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

SALE PRICE199
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$ 298
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

The annual Ride Don’t Hide bike fundraiser for mental health kicked off at the St. Clements Community Centre June 24. Despite the pouring rain, bikers took on routes through the township as long as 80 km. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

RIDE DON’T HIDE ON THE ROADS AROUND ST. CLEMENTS
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NOTES

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTSAGRICULTURE / GETTING TO MARKET

FMO program is a reality check 
for farm-to-table goods

MANAGED HONEYBEES – 
THE kind found in hives 
placed in farmers’ fields 
– often get the lion’s share 
of attention in discussions 
about pollinators and their 
volatility. 

But more than 850-plus 
different types of bees 
exist … and you can help 
nurture them, along with 
other beneficial insects, 
by planting a pollinator 
garden. 

Although time is march-
ing on, it’s never too late to 
proceed with garden plant-
ing. In fact, with summer 
now upon us, there’s every 
reason to still consider set-
ting up a pollinator garden. 

For one, pollinators keep 
on pollinating. They need 
diverse nectar and pol-
len sources for food, and 
places to nest.

And if you’re a gardener, 
this is a wonderful time to 
be outdoors – not to men-
tion the deals you might 
get at nurseries now.

Then there’s the chal-
lenge itself of establishing 
such a garden. Univer-
sity of Guelph Prof. Nigel 
Raine, who holds the Re-
banks Family Chair in Pol-

Pollinator 
gardens 
attract 
managed 
honeybees, 
too

ROBERTS | 12

Farmers’ Market Ontario aims to ensure its producers, not resellers who benefit from local markets

FARMERS | 13

VERONICA REINER

Vendors sell strawberries by the quart at the Ken Hoffman’s strawberry farm at 2606 Lobsinger Line. There is also a pick-your-own option available for consumers.  
[VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

FARMERS’ MARKET ON-
TARIO IS very much an ad-
vocate for the offerings of 
genuine, local farmers. To 
that end, the organization 
is alert for resellers who 
simply purchase produce 
and attempt to pass it off as 
their own products. 

Resellers are a problem 
as they do not have to pay 
the high costs of starting 
up and maintaining a farm. 
They can easily undercut 
the real farmers by selling 
for just slightly under the 
original price. Consumers 
had no way of knowing if 
they were purchasing di-
rectly from a local farmer 
or if they were buying from 
resellers. This is why FMO 
developed the MyPick 
Verified Local Farmers 
program. 

“It’s a program to verify 
that the farmer coming 
to the market is the real 
farmer,” said Catherine 
Clark, executive director of 
Farmers’ Market Ontario. 
“And everything that he 
brings to the market is his 
own. We’re very proud of 
this program and we hope 
that people can embrace 
that our organization is re-
ally trying to showcase real 
farmers.”

Resellers aren’t a par-
ticularly new issue, but an 
unexpected one for many 
farmers.

“There was the case of 

the CBC episode with the 
Peterborough farmers’ 
market, and the McLean 
farm particularly,” ex-
plained Clark. “I know the 
daughter very well, and 
she said ‘I never thought 
in a million years I’d have 
to prove that I’m a farmer.’ 
And that’s the way that a 
lot of farmers feel.”

The FMO has just imple-
mented a new strategy in 
order to raise awareness 
of this issue in the form 
of online videos. Some of 
these videos include “How 
Farmers’ Markets Can 
Ensure Farmer & Vendor 
Authenticity,” “Regulatory 
Requirements for Produce 
Sold in Ontario,” and 

“Tools to Assist Farmers’ 
Markets with Authentic-
ity: Best Practice & Success 
Stories.”

“These videos were pro-
duced to educate the shop-
per on our program about 
the verified local farmer 
program out there that you 
will find real farmers,” said 
Clark. “Our 100% farmers 

bringing their stuff. Part 
of that is that regulatory 
requirement for produce 
sold in Ontario. That’s in 
partnership with the Min-
istry of Ag. and Food. It’s 
a regulation that’s been 
around for a long time. And 
with the traceability and 

FURNITURE & DESIGN

19 Arthur Street S, Elmira 

CHERVINFURNITURE.CA

CANADIAN-MADE 
FURNITURE SALE!

PROUD TO  OFFER YOU 
CANADIAN-MADE FURNITURE

DEEP DISCOUNTS ON ALL IN-STOCK 
CANADIAN MADE FURNITURE. WITH 
BRAND NAMES LIKE PALLISER, 
DÉCOR-REST, BERTANIE AND 
DUTALIER, YOU’RE SURE TO FIND 
SOMETHING YOU’LL LOVE FOR EVERY 

ROOM IN YOUR HOME. 

DON’T MISS THE CELEBRATION!
ENDS SATURDAY JULY 7!
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linator Conservation from 
the W. Garfield Weston 
Foundation, says pollinator 
gardens require as much 
thought as a flower garden 
or vegetable garden.

“When planning a 
pollinator-friendly garden, 
consider the full range of 
pollinators, what they need 
in terms of nesting sites – 
including host plants for 
some species, like the cat-
erpillars of Monarch but-
terflies – and the amount 
and diversity of flowers,” 
he says.

“There is a great turn-
over of pollinator spe-
cies in your garden over 
the course of the season, 
meaning gardeners need to 
plan for flowers from early 
spring through to late fall. 
In addition to looking stun-
ning, your Ontario pollina-
tor garden could help to 
support populations up to 
half of the 855 bee species 
found in Canada, many 
beautiful butterflies, help-
ful hoverflies, other flies, 
wasps, beetles and ruby 
throated hummingbirds.”

Raine says that while 
native plants are often the 
best choices for gardens, 
some ornamentals are also 
great choice. These include 
asters, bachelor’s button, 

creeping thyme, hyssop, 
lamb’s ear, lavender, Nepe-
ta, penstemons, Salvia, 
speedwells and sunflowers.

Flowering trees can be a 
great choice too, to provide 
more flowers for pollina-
tors, including the eastern 
red bud and many early 
flowering fruit trees (such 
as apple and pears).

Gardens attractive to 
wild pollinators will also 
likely attract managed 
honeybees as well, he says.

Seeds are available for 
what’s called a Buzzing 
Garden through the pro-
gram Bees Matter. Over the 
past three years, Bees Mat-
ter has provided free Buzz-
ing Gardens seed packets 
for over 185,000 gardens 
across Canada.

Every Buzzing Gardens 
seed kit contains seeds 
from five varieties of 
flowering plants, selected 
because they are attractive 
and nutritious to honey 
bees, and can be grown in 
gardens all over the coun-
try.

The seeds can cover a 
five square foot garden. 
The species included are 
Lance-leaved Coreopsis 
(Coreopsis lanceolata), 
New England Aster (Sym-
phyotrichum novae-an-
gliae), Dense Blazing Star 

(Liatrisspicata), Golden 
Tickseed (Coreopsis tincto-
ria) and Sneezeweed (Hele-
niumautumnale).

Bees Matter says pollina-
tors, including managed 
honeybees, play a vital role 
in agricultural success in 
Canada – they are respon-
sible for one in every three 
bites of food we eat. Today 
there are more than 10,000 
beekeepers in Canada 
keeping some 780,000 
hives, it says, quoting Sta-
tistics Canada data.

Like all pollinators, 
honeybees need access to 
nutritious nectar and pol-
len. Some sources of that 
food are blooming flowers 
and crops.

You can get details on a 
free seed packet here www.
beesmatter.ca.

More help planning 
your pollinator garden can 
be found on the City of 
Guelph’s website, includ-
ing a list of suitable plants, 
at guelph.ca/wp-content/
uploads/HealthyLand-
scapes_PollinatorFriendly-
Plants.pdf. Some samples 
of planting plans can be 
found at canada.ca/en/
revenue-agency/services/e-
services/e-services-indi-
viduals/netfile-overview/
certified-software-netfile-
program.html.

ROBERTS: Being helpful in your own backyard
FROM | 11

Hearing tests are provided free of charge for adults ages 18 and older. Please see clinic for details. 
O�er not valid in Quebec. †

 
http://hearinglife.ca/retireesresearch  ‡

 
https://www.oticon.ca/solutions/opn

RETIREES EAGER†

HEARING AID
TO TRY NEW
RETIREES EAGERRETIREES EAGERRETIREES EAGERRETIREES EAGERRETIREES EAGERRETIREES EAGER
TO TRYTO TRYTO TRYTO TRYTO TRYTO TRYTO TRYTO TRYTO TRYTO TRY
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Try For Yourself a Hearing Aid That Truly 
Enhances the Modern Retiree Lifestyle.

2.5cm

At last. A smart, stylish hearing aid that provides 
maximum benefit to those with hearing loss.

The latest digital hearing aid technology solves the 
biggest challenge for hearing aid wearers–hearing 
well in noisy environments.‡

Everything works automatically. There are no controls to worry 
about and adjustments are easy to make–even from your smart 
phone. So you can get back to enjoying your relationships, rather 
than thinking about your hearing.  

State-of-the-art dynamic features improve speech 
understanding significantly, provide better noise management 
and focus on accurate amplification in any environment.

Take the first step to hearing better by getting a test. A FREE 
hearing test takes less than 60 minutes, you don’t need a 
doctor’s referral, and there’s no purchase required. 

Can you 
see it?

Promo Code
NSP-RTIR-WOOB

NIHB, VAC and Worker’s Compensation Provider

TRUSTED PARTNER OF
TM

Act right now for your chance to 
experience these hearing aids for yourself. 
Call a nearby clinic below or visit: 

HearingLife.ca/Retirees

Call 
Today

 Belmore, Linwood, 
Millbank, Milverton    

Special Clinic Days Available  
Call Jory at  

1-888-216-8439

 Fergus     
100 McQueen Boulevard 

Call Kinsi at   
1-888-215-4562

 Kitchener - Fairway    
500 Fairway Road South 

Call Katie at  
1-888-216-7290

 Cambridge  
Hespeler    

1 Hespeler Road  
Call Jennifer at  
1-888-213-2854

 Guelph    
2-690 Woolwich Street 

Call Erin at  
1-888-215-6313

 Listowel   
1195 Wallace Avenue North 

 Call Hope at  
1-888-216-8439

 Cambridge  
St. Andrews     

190 St. Andrews Street  
Call Rhonda at  
1-888-215-0774

 Kitchener     
558 Belmont Avenue West  

Call Rachel at  
1-888-216-7083

 Mitchell     
Special Clinic Days Available 

Call Barb at  
1-888-212-8402

 Stratford    
295 Huron Street 

Call Barb at  
1-888-212-8402 

 Waterloo     
304-99 Northfield Drive East 

 Call Ralinda at  
1-888-217-9205

Formerly

Referred by Physicians over 80,000 Times.

DAY!DAY!DAY!DAY!CUSTOMER
& Open HouseAPPRECIATION

July 7thJuly 7th
10 am - 3pm

July 7th
10 am - 3pm

July 7th

Kids games!
Bouncy Castle!

PRIZES & MORE!

DEMOS!DEMOS!
Visit us in Elmira!

BBQ
COMPACT DEMOS!

www.premierequipment.ca

275 Church St. West Elmira
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Francis Kittel - 
“Morning Glories” Queen Size Quilt 
(Catholic Women's League)

Trudy Denomme - $350 (Knights of Columbus)

Ryan Diemert  – 3 in 1 Cordless Stick Vacuum 
(Elmira Vacuum & Electrical)

Albert Runstedler  - $250 
(Dreisinger Funeral Home Ltd.)

Pam Cassidy - $200 (Resurfice)

James Ready  - $200 (Stirling Doors)

Cletus Ditner  - $200 (Anonymous)

George A. Baessler  – Steam Cleaner 
(Barb & Al Vodicka)

Frank Walter  – Brother Ink Jet Printer
(Schelter Office Plus)

Dorothy Staal   – Bookshelf
(Iris & Adrian Miltenburg)

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Glofcheskie  – 
Cable and Lace Afghan 
(Anonymous)

Barb & Al Vodicka
Blooms & Tunes
Brian’s Foto
Carstar Collison Centre  
Dreisinger Funeral Home Ltd.
Elmira Gift Outlet
Elmira Golf Club

The winner of the 50/50 draw was Lori Weber.

Elmira Vacuum & Electrical 
Floradale Feed Mill Ltd.
Guys & Dolls Salon & Spa
Iris & Adrian Miltenburg
JL’s Home Building Centre
Knights of Columbus – Council 8192 
Lazer Video

Maher Images 
Premier Equipment Ltd.
Reality Bites    
Resurfice
Schelter Office Plus 
St. Teresa of Avila C.W.L. 
Stirling Doors

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS  
OF WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP

2017 Audited Financial Statements

Copies of the Township of Wellesley’s 2017 Audited Financial  
Statements are available free of charge at the Township Office, 

4639 Lobsinger Line at Crosshill, or for download on the  
Township’s website, at www.wellesley.ca by following the links  

from “Township Services” to “Finance”.  

These statements have been prepared in accordance with  
Generally Accepted Accounting Principles set for Canadian  
municipalities through the Public Sector Accounting Board. 

 

2018 Tax Rate Information

The Township of Wellesley 2018 tax rate information is available  
at the Township Office.  Tax rate information may be viewed  
or downloaded on the Township’s website by following the  

links from “Township Services” to “Finance”. 

Theresa Bisch
Treasurer

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

labelling issues, we felt that 
it was important, that ven-
dors need to be involved 
in it. And shoppers should 
be happy that what they’re 
buying is from Ontario.”

The tension between re-
sellers and farmers is high, 
as many farmers depend 
on the profits made from 
direct sales. 

“For our family, the 
farmers’ market has been 
super important,” says 
MyPick Verified Local 
Farmer Steve Fekete. “It’s 
our sole source of income.”

Clark also stressed the 
importance of buying local. 

“As a shopper, they 
want to know where their 
food is coming from,” she 
explained. “Whether it’s 
organic or conventional; 
there is a bit of confusion 
when someone says ‘I want 
local,’ and they think it’s 
organic, or ‘I want organic,’ 
thinking it’s local. There 
is a miscommunication 
in terms of the word local. 
The shopper is confused. 
Local isn’t organic and or-
ganic isn’t local.”

Other reasons to buy 
local include getting tips 
as to how to prepare your 
food, keeping money with-
in the community, reduc-

ing your carbon footprint, 
and connect with those 
who grow your food. 

“Honestly, I had no idea 
that this was an issue,” said 
Jason McIntee, a shop-
per from Wellesley. “But it 
seems like something more 
people should be aware 
of. We need more people 
fighting for the people 
who work countless hours 
to make sure there’s fresh 
food available to us and our 
families.”

Formed 25 years ago, 
the FMO and its MyPick 
program are entirely vol-
untary. There is a list of 
requirement that one must 
meet to become a member, 
as well as a membership 
fee.

“We need a vendors list 
– you must meet the public 
health departments’ regu-
lation of the 51 per cent 
producer rule under the 
food premise fact,” Clark 
explained of the program’s 
requirements. “We’ve 
implemented that rule to 
become a member. It just 
made sure that we were 
accepting a true farmers’ 
market in terms of vendor-
producer ratio.”

For more information, 
visit www.farmersmarke-
tontario.com.

FARMERS: Keepin’ it real
FROM | 11

Getting down to the business of enjoying 
strawberry season: fresh and local

VERONICA REINER

WITH BERRY SEASON IN 
full swing, now is the time 
to attend those pick-your-
own farms and kiosks avail-
able for prospective buyers 
around town. Martin’s Fam-
ily Fruit Farm sells a variety 
of produce including garlic, 
beans, and strawberries. 
Bryan Martin works for the 
company and has been sell-
ing produce for 25 years.

“We just started with a 
table at the end of our drive-
way with strawberries,” ex-
plained Martin. “I work for 
a produce company, so I al-
ways had access to produce. 
So that’s how I started.”

While selling strawberries 
may seem like a straight-
forward farm-to-table 
enterprised on the surface, 
Ontario fruit crops special-
ist Erica Pate says there are 
a lot of pieces to the puzzle 
for its production. 

“There are quite a few 
considerations before 
planting,” said Pate. “That 
could include site selection, 
soil preparation, cultivar 
selection, determining your 
labour supply and choosing 
a market. Strawberries can 

be grown in a lot of parts 
of Ontario. For other berry 
crops, different soils work 
better than others. So you 
want to be in the right soil. 
Water management’s a big 
issue, pest management.” 

“We’re getting once a 
week rain,” added Martin. 
“But you need to be set up 
with irrigation, for sure, be-
cause there are times where 
you will need to irrigate.” 

There are other factors 
to watch out for. Cycla-
men mites are invisible to 
the naked eye, measuring 
only 0.02 cm at maturity 
and thrive in humid loca-
tions. While it is not the 

only pest to be wary of, it 
is expected to be one of the 
more challenging ones this 
season. 

“The best way to avoid 
cyclamen mites is to avoid 
introducing them into your 
new fields,” said Pates. “They 
can move pretty easily from 
old fields that have cyclamen 
mites to new fields so, and 
they can travel on machin-
ery, equipment, clothes, 
animals, and people.  If grow-
ers can work in new, clean 
fields first before moving to 
older fields, that will reduce 
the likelihood of introducing 
them to new fields.”

If growers find themselves 

in a tricky situation where 
their berries are damaged, it 
all comes down to determin-
ing what the issue is.

“It could be a nutrient 
issue, a pest management 
issue, or a production issue,” 
said Pate. “So if growers 
need help with that, they 
can contact me, or there are 
fruit consultant in different 
areas. So if there’s a consul-
tant in their area, they can 
hire a consultant to help 
them out. On our website, 
we have a tool that can help 
them diagnose the problem. 
So they can go through the 
different symptoms they see 
on their plants, and it can at 
least help point them in the 
right direction.”

There are more than a 
hundred varieties of straw-
berries. 

“It’s interesting, as people 
are out picking they can 
probably taste the difference 
from one variety to another,” 
said Pate. “Some of the 
popular ones include Valley 
Sunset, Jewel, Annapolis, 
Wendy, and Albion.”

Anyone interested in 
learning more information 
can visit the Berry Bulletin at 
www.onfruit.wordpress.com.

Consumers were happy with the pick-your-own option at Ken Hoffman’s strawberry farm at 
2606 Lobsinger Line. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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THE ARTS
RECORDING / NEXT STEPS

Former Wellesley Idol winner releases second EP

Kurk Bernard returns to Commercial Tavern for Friday show with Paul Weber

Ben Cottrill continues to pursue his longstanding musical dream, taking the opportunities as they come

FAISAL ALI

STEVE KANNON

A FORMER WELLESLEY 
IDOL winner, Ben Cottrill 
continues to following his 
plan to be a full-time musi-
cian. Having just released 
his second EP, Spice-Box, 
the young performer is cur-
rently on tour to promote 
it.

It’s a huge step for the 
former Elmira resident, 
who has been chasing the 
dream of being a musician 
all his life. The journey has 
been great thus far, but 
not without its challenges 
and sacrifices. Ultimately 
though, Cottrill says he’s in 
it for the long haul.

“I decided I needed to 
take a good hard look at 
what the future is going to 
look like for me because, 
from the earliest days, I 
basically was just, ‘yup, I’m 
going to do music.’ That 
was it. Essentially, I don’t 
think I had another serious 
plan for my life,” he says.

Cottrill grew up in a 
family of musicians, and 
was naturally drawn to the 

FEATURING TUNES BY THE 
likes of Merle Haggard, 
George Jones and Buck Ow-
ens, Friday night’s show at 
the Commercial Tavern can 
be called a classic.

Kurk Bernard, familiar 
to those who’ve seen South 
Mountain in these parts, 
makes his first trip back to 
the Maryhill venue since 
moving home to PEI three 
years ago. Down the line 

performing arts himself 
from a an early age. He 
spent his years toying with 
the guitar, plunking at the 
piano and singing, and had 
the familiar background of 
church gospel in his life. 
But it was as he entered 
into his teenage years that 
music took a more serious 
role in his life – or as seri-
ous as a teenager can get, 
he adds.

“I spent a lot of time 
writing songs just play-
ing back songs that re-
ally spoke to me, plus 
stuff from the Beatles, Bob 
Dylan, Johnny Cash, Beach 
Boys,” he says.

For Cottrill, it was these 
artists ability to speak to 
their listeners that inspired 
his writing as a folk rock 
performer. 

“A lot of really classic 
artists I find were just bril-
liant writers, performers, 
interpreters. You know, 
communicators. Really 
just people who are just so 
talented speaking to the 
human heart. Stuff that 
had real authenticity to it,” 

he says. 
It’s that universality of 

spirit that he says he hopes 
to bring to his own music.

“I want people to feel 
understood. And I think 
that’s kind of the ultimate 
purpose of the music I 
write,” he says.

Playing and practicing as 

a youth, Cottrill soon found 
a modest bit of stardom  
courtesy of the Wellesley 
Idol competition.

“Eventually from years 
and years of writing to-
wards the end of high 
school, my first, probably 
reasonably big thing was 
Wellesley Idol, which is 

right in the district here.”
In 2014, Cottrill entered 

in the contest and won, 
marking his first real foray 
into the realm of profes-
sional music.

“That was kind of the 
first opportunity – and I 
mean, it was just to show 
that this actually could 
be bigger than myself,”  
he says. “It’s the kind 
of thought that, no this 
doesn’t just have to be a 
dream. It’s not just a hobby. 
This could be something 
bigger.”

But if Wellesley Idol was 
that first important step, it 
was Cottrill’s success the 
following year as a finalist 
in the RBC Emerging Artist 
contest that showed him, 
for the first time, that be-
ing a musician was a viable 
career for him.

He was still in high 
school and had just moved 
to B.C. when he got the 
news.

“Suddenly I get an email 
that says they’re flying me 
back to Toronto and stick-
ing me in a hotel, and I get 

Ben Cottrill second EP, Spice-Box, is the follow-up to his debut Red Lines released in 2015.

Kurk Bernard takes to the stage Friday 
night in Maryhill.

to meet with all these Uni-
versal music executive folk, 
and talk music, talk biz’, 
and get some mentorship 
time. And a little financial 
help, which is always nice 
for the working class musi-
cian. So that was amazing,” 
he says of the experience.

“And typically you don’t 
get flown into hotels and 
flights and all those things, 
but when it happens it’s a 
pat on the back, that’s like 
‘OK, keep going. Keep go-
ing forward.’”

Encouraged and en-
thusiastic, Cottrill carried 
through on that momen-
tum, with his most recent 
EP Spice-Box released in 
June. 

He’ll be touring and play-
ing at some local venues in 
the region before heading 
back to his home in B.C., 
but those that don’t catch 
Cottrill in the act can still 
find his music online on 
most major platforms, in-
cluding Bandcamp.com.

“It’s a beautiful, beauti-
ful journey. It just takes a 
little bit of work,” he says.

E L M I R A

S E R I E SSUNDAY CONCERT
GORE PARK, ELMIRA, 7-9 PM
FREE - BRING A LAWN CHAIR 

Sponsored by

JULY 8 WENDY 
LYNN SNYDER 

from Tignish, he says he’s 
looking forward to it.

“It’ll be a classic country 
music show, with some real 
favourites,” he said. “We’re 
just going to be playing 
some country music with 
my friend Paul Weber.”

Years of singing around 
the kitchen table with his 
dad, Ivan, and Uncle Lionel, 
enabled Bernard to develop 
his unique singing style and 
love for entertaining.  In ad-
dition to his vocal and front-

ing skills, Bernard is a noted 
bass player, having been 
nominated for a Canadian 
Country Music Award for 
Bass Player of the Year.

Bernard has recorded 
with the legendary Merle 
Haggard. He’s also toured 
with the likes of John 
Landry, South Mountain 
and John Cody Carter. In 
2016, he released his debut 
album, Love’s Gonna Live 
Here, featuring tunes such 
as ‘You’re Still on My Mind,’ 

‘Way To Survive,’ ‘Memories 
To Burn’ and ‘Ace In The 
Hole.’

Born into a musical fam-
ily, he comes into the talent 
naturally, just like his love 
for country music.

“My dad and my uncle all 
played – I was surrounded 
by country music,” he said. 
“It’s all I’ve ever done.”

Having grown up in an 
East Coast musical environ-
ment, Bernard continued in 
that vein through 34 years 

of living and working in 
Hamilton before heading 
back to PEI with his wife 
and kids three years ago. 
Life there is still very much 
about the music, he said 
after returning home from 
his daily performance at 
the Stompin’ Tom Centre in 
nearby Skinners Pond.

Kurk Bernard joins Paul 
Weber at the Commercial 
Tavern Friday evening (July 
6). Tickets are available at 
the venue, 1303 Maryhill Rd., 

or by calling 519-648-3644. 
For more information, visit 
www.commercialtavern.ca.
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CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

LISTINGS

HELP WANTED

NURSERY WORKERS NEEDED 
seasonal fulltime. Pay rate 
$14.00/hour. Working hours 
7 a.m. - 5 p.m., 6 days 
per week. Work includes 
field potting, weeding in 
field and containers, truck 
loading, digging etc. Must 
be willing to work in all 
weather conditions and 
weekends. No education , no 
experience required. Own 
transportation required. 
Police clearance needed. 
Please send resume to: West 
Montrose Farms Ltd., 1614 
Halm Road, West Montrose, 
ON. N0B 2V0.

FOR SALE

FUJI PERFORMANCE HYBRID 
bike comes with spedom-
eter, Serface headlight and 
tail light. 519-846-2312.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND LAWN 
SEED - Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 
519-635-8737.

Country Lane Builders will provide accommodation during 
the hiring process. We would like to thank all applicants, 

however, only those under consideration will be contacted.

FRAMING & TRIM
CARPENTERS

Full Time

required for a growing construction 
company based in Hawkesville.

Country Lane Builders is committed to being 
a leader in the construction industry, always 
looking for continual improvement, safety, 
quality products & service. Experience 
preferred but not required. 

If interested please send your resume to 

sales@clbuilders.ca

is currently accep�ng resumes for:
Casual AZ Truck Driver

Compe��ve wages based 
on experience

Send resumes to:
HRadmin@rigarus.com or

Fax # (519)669-2440
Only qualified individuals

will be contacted
www.rigarus.com 

is currently accep�ng resumes for:

Riepert Salt and Supplies is looking for 
courteous and reliable local delivery drivers 
who are not afraid of a little hard work. 
Riepert Salt and Supplies has been delivering 
water softener salt, safety salt and pool salt 
to homes and businesses throughout 
Kitchener- Waterloo and the surrounding 
area for the last 30 years.

We offer: 
Steady year round work 

Clean well maintained equipment 
Weekly pay cheque 

Overtime 
We require: 

25 years old plus 
Valid G or DZ license 
Clean Drivers abstract

Physically Fit
Join our team today 

Send Your Resume to:
Operations@RiepertSalt.com

Phone 519-747-2708 Fax 519-747-5810 
Riepert Salt & Supplies Inc. 

66 Schaefer St. Waterloo ON  N2L 4C5

Ph: 519.664.2642  •  Fx: 519.664.3598
www.conestogocarpenters.ca
sales@conestogocarpenters.ca

Enjoy the satisfaction of learning the 
hands-on trade of Carpentry!

Experience the excitement of crafting 
a turnkey home, from framing to finish!

Based in St Jacobs for over 35 years, our 
approach is to train our employees in all areas 

of residential & agricultural construction, 
including framing,timber work, siding & finish. 
This allows our carpenters to take a sense of 
ownership and satisfaction in each project we 
do, as well as giving them the opportunity to 
learn the wide array of construction skillsets 

needed to complete the project.

The following position is available:

Full-time Carpenter / Framer
Experience an asset, but not required.

Offering competitive wages & profit sharing 
If you are interested in joining our experienced 

team, submit your resume to 
sales@conestogocarpenters.ca, 

or fax;  519.664.3598. 

We want to thank all applicants, but will only 
contact those selected for an interview.

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

OVEN READY ROASTERS. 
Order for pick up Aug. 10. 
Ornan Martin 519-669-3377.

AUCTIONS

SAT. JULY 7 at 10:00 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
coolers; racking; inventory; 
food inventory; Coca Cola 
cooler and displays; camera 
and recorders; and inven-
tory found in a variety store 
to be held at 27 Queen St. 
W. in Cambridge (Hespler) 
for Little Stop Shop. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

TUES JULY 10 at 7:00 
PM - Commercial prop-
erty auction of a multi 
plex building with 3 apart-
ments, and one commercial 
store front space. Great 
opportunity for this turn 
key property! To be held at 
162 Garafraxa St. south in 
Durham for D. Horst. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

FOR SALE

AUCTION SALE OF 37 acre 
farm, tractors, machinery, 
and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at 8437 Sideroad 
13, of Wellington North Twp. 
(approx. 4 miles northeast 
of Arthur off Highway 
109), for Cheryl and the 
Late Leonard Brubacher, 
on Friday, July 13th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 or 
519-698-0138. 

DOUBLE RING CONSIGNMENT 
and  estate auction of farm 
machinery, farm support 
items, lawn and garden 
equipment, furniture, 
antiques, household effects. 
Sale to be held at #7213 
Line 86 Wallenstein approx. 
6 km W of Elmira. Satur-
day July 14 at 10:00 a.m. 
Gerald Bowman Auctions. 
519-638-5708.

WED. JULY 18 at 9:45 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; antiques; tools; 
household effects; collect-
ables; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacobs Community Centre 
in St. Jacobs for an area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519-656-3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS Agri-
cultural Spray Lime, 22.5kg. 
bag; feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by Ein-
wechter. Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

WANTED

BUYING BROKEN GOLD rings, 
chains, gold teeth, diamond 
rings, estate jewellery, 
Rolex, Omega Bretling wrist 
watches etc. Old pocket 
watches, rock & roll, jazz 
records, toys, sterling silver 
items, coins, paper money. 
gallamore@golden.net Terry 
at 519-242-6900, Elmira.

QUILTERS WANTED. 
HAND quilting for all 
sizes of quilts. Please call 
519-595-7193

WANTED

WANTED TO BUY - Harley 
Davidson, BSA or Triumph 
motorcyle. Preferably 
with stage one upgrades. 
519-699-4461.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

LEWIS ACCOUNTING SERVICES: 
Local bookkeeper book done 
at your location full set of 
books. 519-721-1895. Having 25 
years of trusted services.

RON’S DRYWALL AND 
Renovations. Over 35 years 
experience. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

GARDENS OF HURON Perth 
Bus Trip presented by Elmira 
& District Horticultural Society. 
Wed. July 18, 2018. Leaving 
from Gale Presbyterian 
Church at 8 a.m., returning at 
5 p.m. Includes coffee break, 
lunch and gratuities. For 
information and pricing call 
Reta Weber 519-669-5330.

GARAGE 
SALES

MULTI FAMILY GARAGE Sale. 
1 Chickadee Crt., Elmira. Fri. 
July 6, 1-8; Sat. July 7, 7 - 1. 
Misc. items.

WELCOME 
TO THE HOME 

FOR 
AREA-WIDE 
AUCTIONS.

FIND OUT ALL ABOUT 
THE LATEST SALE 

DATES EVERY WEEK.

100% 

LOCAL

HERE WE GROW AGAIN!

www.conestogacontracting.com
At Conestoga Contracting Group, we continue to lead the local Landscaping, 

Maintenance and Construction industry, in quality and efficiency. We’ve made 
the commitment to always provide the best quality and attention to detail.

We have an immediate need for:
• JR. ESTIMATOR/SALES ASSOCIATE
• MECHANIC/FLEET COORDINATOR

• OUTDOOR CONSTRUCTION LEAD HAND
• IRRIGATION FOREMAN

• ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

 We offer All Year Employment

Benefits available after 3 months for 
full-time and regular seasonal employees

If interested please send your resume to
careers@conestogacontracting.com
We would like to thank all applicants, however,

only those under consideration will be contacted.
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Present this coupon at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre to receive one free visit
to the Fitness Centre or a Fitness Class! 

Offer valid until September 2, 2018. Limit one per person with no
valid membership within the last month. Must fill out a PAR-Q form.

For more information contact the Fitness Centre at 519-669-1647 ext 7011
or fitness@woolwich.ca. For our fitness class schedule visit www.woolwich.ca

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MANY THANKS to the following
for their support and involvement!

Canadian Heritage

Elmira BIA

Elmira Ear & Hearing Clinic

Elmira Fire Department 

Elmira Foodland

Elmira Gift Outlet

Elmira Sugar Kings

Elmira Vacuum & Electrical

Good Auto Parts 

Josslin Insurance 

Little Ray’s Nature Centre

Optimist Club of Elmira  

Rob Witherspoon

Robin in the Hood

Recreation & 
Facilities Services Staff 

Schelter Office Plus

Voisin Chrysler Elmira

  Woolwich Summer Camp Staff

Woolwich Thrashers Sledge Hockey 

LET OUR 65+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

HECKENDORN

519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ

Broker
Cell: 519.584.4400

NEW LISTINGS

Location! Lovely wooded lot on a quiet crescent. Spa-
cious 4 level sidesplit offers lots of space for the growing 
family! Spacious master bdrm w/ensuite bath. Main flr. 
laundry, family room addition w/gas heatstove  as well 
as a large liv. room. Fin. rec. room w/fireplace, bdrm/of-
fice w/lge window and 2 pc. washroom. Lots of storage! 
Walkup bsmt.  Enjoy the morning sun on the large front 
porch. Dble. garage, long driveway. MLS 

11 PURPLE MARTIN COURT, ELMIRA

This spotless semi w/oversized garage shows 
AAA. Light maple kitchen w/stainless applianc-
es. Hardwood floor in L.R. 2 pc.powder room. 
Three tastefully decorated bedrooms (3 pc. en-
suite bath).    L-shaped rec. room/playroom is 
great for a young family. Walkout from D.A. to 
brick patio, manicured, fenced lot. Dble. Drive-
way. A Must see NEW MLS 

You’ll love the open concept in this 4 level back-
split with lovely Chervin kitchen w/large island. 
Spacious dining area. Open concept to lower 
level family room w/gas fireplace and walkup to 
back yard with concrete patio &  pergola and 
backing to greenspace. Two bathrooms, 4th 
bedroom & office/playroom.  Shingles (2012) 
furnace (2018).  NEW MLS

62 POFFENROTH PATH, ELMIRA 

37 BRISTOW CREEK DR. ELMIRA

$429,900.

$499,900

YATTON – A rare find! Country setting with a 
48’x30.5’ hobby barn.2,557 sq.ft.sidesplit with 
large rooms. Woodstove in liv.rm. Large dining 
room w/walkout. Main floor family room w/slid-
ers to deck overlooking acres of wooded area 
(behind the property).Main flr.office& laundry. 
Deep double garage + mudroom. 12’ height in 
unfin. bsmt. FOUR bdrms.NEW MLS

6569 YATTON SIDEROAD 18

$839,900

$534,900

$699,900

57 FALCON DRIVE, ELMIRA 

You won’t be disappointed with this custom built 
home that is tastefully decorated! Hdwd. & ceram-
ics on main level. Main floor den/office w/walkout. 
Covered rear porch & concrete patio. Some in-floor 
heating (2 heat zones – great for utility costs!) Lovely 
kitchen w/walk-in pantry & spacious dining area. Huge 
master bdrm. & 5 pc. ensuite. Partially fin. bsmt). MLS 

78 GERBER MEADOW DR. WELLESLEY

$639,900

Updated from top to bottom! Open 
concept L.R., dining area & kitchen (lge. 
island) with hdwd. floors & feature wall. 
Recent updates include shingles, most 
windows, flooring, exterior doors, trim 
&  some interior doors  and flooring. 
Oversized window in rec. room w/gas 
fireplace.  TWO updated bathrooms. 4th 
bdrm. Heated garage. Deck off kitchen. A 
MUST SEE! New MLS 

DOUBLE RING CONSIGNMENT 
AND ESTATE AUCTION

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Of�ce: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website: www.bowmanauctions.ca 

of Farm Machinery, Farm Support Items, Lawn and Garden 
Equipment, Furniture, Antiques, Household Effects.  

Sale to be held at #7213 Line 86 Wallenstein 
 approx. 6 km W of Elmira. 

SATURDAY JULY 14 AT 10:00 A.M.
Generator 30 kw pto on trailer.
Tractor MF 135 2 wd w turf tires, good running condition.
Trucks & Trailers Freightliner tandem axle truck w alum dump box, 2012 Doepker B 
train grain trailer w centre drops never winter driven (nice), 30’ alum grain trailer w 
life axle and dump box, 1988 Dodge 1 ton truck w dump box, 6’ x 10’ tandem axle 
landscapers dump trailer. 
Equipment Deutz-Allis round baler w net wrap and string, 2 - 400 bu Bruns gravity 
wagons on double reach truck tire gear, 2 - 250 bu gravity wagons, 18’ wooden �at 
rack wagon, 2 - 20’ bale thrower wagons w steel racks and steel mesh �oors, 20’ 
alum dump box no under carriage, Dion 1224XC harvester w wide p/u head and 
electric controls, West�eld 8” x 70’ grain auger, Farm King 6” x 30’ grain auger, 20’ 
pipe elevator, 6’ Buhler s tine cultivator, 5’ 3 pth �nishing mower, 3 pth bush hog rotary 
mower, John Deere 710 7 shank disc chisel plow, 3 pth scraper blade. 
Misc Agriculture Wic 45 power feed cart, �re wood storage racks, grain areator,  
4” grain augers, 2 - 500 gal diesel tanks w electric pumps, 24” and 36” �breglass 
exhaust fans, 250 gal fuel tank, 2 furrow plow, chain link fencing, lawn gates, 3 wagon 
loads of tools and farm related items too much to list. 
Lawn and Garden Equipment Riding mowers, push mowers, tillers, string trimmers etc. 
Misc 2 person paddle boat, 15’ Coleman canoe, blow up rafts, double glass door 
commercial cooler, coin operated pop machine, large industrial meat mixer, large 
industrial meat grinder, checker plate truck tool box, 2 - Lincoln CV 300 wire feed 
welders in good working order, Miller fume extractor, York heating and air conditioning 
unit, hot water furnace. 
Furniture Queen and double beds, of�ce desks, single over single bunk bed, grey 
reclining love seat, pump up hair cutting chair, 2 - commercial hair dryers, 2 - electric 
�replace sets, dining table w chairs, �ling cabinets, school desk, drop leaf table, book 
shelf, brown leather love seat, oak corner cabinet, pine wardrobe and lots more.

AUCTION

YOUR BUSINESS
RIGHT HERE.

Advertise your business services in our classified 
section. Get exposure with fantastic results! 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.
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Notice of Watermain Flushing/ 
Hydrant Maintenance Operation 
The Township of Woolwich will be engaging in 
a watermain flushing/hydrant maintenance 

program as follows: 

Tuesday July 10, 2018
Breslau 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

*These dates are subject to change and will be 
communicated on the Township website*

Watermain flushing is performed at this time of 
low water usage to minimize its impact on water 
service. Please refrain from using excessive 
amounts of water during this time period (i.e. doing 
laundry, using the dishwasher, etc.) 
The flushing process may cause discoloured water 
and a reduction in pressure. It should be noted that 
both of these conditions are temporary and not 
harmful. If discolouration occurs, open a cold, hard 
water tap in the basement until it runs clear before 
resuming regular consumption. In some situations 
this may take 5 to 10 minutes. If, however, either 
of these conditions persist, please contact the 
Township at 519-669-6041 or 1-877-969-0094 
ext. 6041.
The Township of Woolwich appreciates your 
patience as we continually work to maintain the 
quality of drinking water throughout the Township.

FIND
A 

HOME.

SELL
A 

HOME.

THE OBSERVER
IS THE

PLACE TO BE.
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REAL ESTATE

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

THANK-YOU
FOR CHOOSING

RE/MAX! 3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Mapleton - Enjoy peaceful 
country living and open views 
in this spacious bungalow 
with a finished basement on 
nearly one acre.  The property 
comes with a Large Heated 
Shop (28x50), 2 Garden 
Sheds, immaculate yard and 
gardens.  With ample parking 
and all appliances included, 
you don’t want to miss this 
one!

$629,000$629,000$629,000$629,000

Step into the expansive living space and 
be wowed by this one of a kind residential 
property on a huge lot!  Enjoy all the benefits 
that small-town living has to offer right here in 
Glen Allan. This fully renovated church was built 
in 1887 and the character has been maintained in 
the 12’ ceilings and deep window wells with a 
bright and airy feeling throughout. Fully updated 
in the last 10 years including a single detached 
garage. You will not want to miss this rare 
opportunity!$560,000$560,000 $439,900$439,900

Elmira - Spacious Century                                
Home - Perfect for your growing family! Large 
principal rooms, eat in kitchen and 4 bedrooms 
including a master with private balcony. High 
baseboards and 9ft ceilings throughout, with 
modern updates such as flooring and a brand new 
4pc bathroom. Partially fenced private yard with 
fire pit and shed. Walk up from the basement to 
the insulated heated garage. Close to down town 
and the new Riverside P.S. - Call today to make this 
your home!

$529,900$529,900$529,900$529,900

Guelph - A stylish and meticulously 
maintained home with 3 bedrooms, 
3 baths & 1800+ sqft of living space 
awaits you! The elegant kitchen, 
with walk-in pantry and beautiful 
backsplash, overlooks the dining and 
living areas, with sliders to the large 
raised deck. Separate upper floor 
family room featuring high ceilings 
and natural light provides extra 
space for the growing family. The 3rd 
floor has a large master with walk-in 
closet & ensuite, as well as two other 
bedrms, a full bath and  laundry.

maintained home with 3 bedrooms, 
3 baths & 1800+ sqft of living space 
awaits you! The elegant kitchen, 
with walk-in pantry and beautiful 
backsplash, overlooks the dining and 
living areas, with sliders to the large 
raised deck. Separate upper floor 
family room featuring high ceilings 
and natural light provides extra 

$529,900$529,900$529,900$529,900

3 baths & 1800+ sqft of living space 
awaits you! The elegant kitchen, 

and natural light provides extra 
space for the growing family. The 3rd 
floor has a large master with walk-in 

3 baths & 1800+ sqft of living space 
awaits you! The elegant kitchen, 
with walk-in pantry and beautiful 
backsplash, overlooks the dining and 
living areas, with sliders to the large 
raised deck. Separate upper floor 
family room featuring high ceilings 
and natural light provides extra 
space for the growing family. The 3rd 

SOLD
$374,900$374,900

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING Brussels - Charm & Elegance in this updated 
and lovingly maintained 4 bedroom Century 
home. Covered front porch (24x10) with 
original stained glass details, 10' ceilings with 
crown moulding, amazing woodwork, 
beautiful banister, build in cabinet and much 
more. Custom kitchen with 2 pantries, new 
stainless sink & faucet and quartz countertops.  
Formal dining room, breakfast nook, two 
separate living spaces and a walk up attic with 
potential. Updated bathrooms and main floor 
laundry. Come take a look and be impressed!

Step into the expansive living space and Elmira - Spacious Century                                - Spacious Century                                

WE ARE HERE TO HELP. GIVE US A CALL!

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTINGNEW LISTING Brussels - Charm & Elegance in this updated Brussels - Charm & Elegance in this updated BrusselsBrussels

OPEN HOUSE
Brussels - Charm & Elegance in this updated Brussels - Charm & Elegance in this updated BrusselsBrussels

Thursday, July 5th, 5-7pm 
300 Turnberry Street, Brussels

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

$629,000$629,000$629,000$629,000$629,000$629,000laundry. Come take a look and be impressed!

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

ARE YOU THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING IN 2018? CALL US TODAY AND WE CAN HELP YOU ACHIEVE THIS!

BUILT BY PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES - PERFECT FOR 
EMPTY NESTERS. PRICED AT $459,900  These executive style 
bungalow towns offer all main floor conveniences.  Open concept layout, 
gorgeous custom kitchens complete with island/breakfast bar, hardwood 
floors in the great room,  gas fireplace and walkouts, master offers a walk-in 
closet and full ensuite bath with walk-in shower, main floor laundry/mud-
room, central air conditioning, privacy fencing + more included!   Call today 
for further details and to reserve your unit today!  Located in the 
South Parkwood subdivision on Burloak Drive.  EXCLUSIVE

FREEHOLD BUNGALOW TOWN HOMES 

TRIPLE CAR GARAGE
$749,900 WELLESLEY Finished top to 
bottom offering 3 bdrms, 3 baths including 
main floor master & lovely ensuite.  8' & 10' 
ceilings throughout, hardwood floors, gas 
fireplace, maple kitchen has granite 
counter tops, breakfast bar & appliances, 
garden door to the private deck & treed lot.  
Entertainers dream basement complete 
with wetbar, games & rec.rm.  MLS

FALL CLOSINGS AVAILABLE

$699,000   Welcome to this 
mature wooded lot in a desirable 
area of Elmira.  2267 sq ft 2 
-storey offers 3 bedrooms, 3.5 
baths, hardwood, ceramics, fully 
finished basement, with 
fireplace, and games area. 
Walkout to tiered deck and 
mature lot 65' x 133'. Double car 
garage. NEW MLS

$524,900   This completely finished 1689 S.FT Two 
storey backs onto greenspace in a wonderful family 
neighbourhood.  Double car garage & driveway.  Just 
move in and enjoy, 3 bdrms, 4 bathrooms including 
ensuite, ceramic foyer, open concept main floor 
layout with attractive kitchen offers island and 
appliances, walkout to spacious deck.  Situated in the 
Riverside School district!  NEW MLS

OPEN HOUSE | THUR, JULY 5TH • 57PM • 150 PORCHLIGHT DR, ELMIRA

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

Free, no obligation, opinions of value
“You dream...We’ll work.”

Thinking of Buying or Selling call or email today!

Wendy Taylor
BROKER

Independently Owned and Operated

519-747-0231519-747-0231  24hrs24hrs

wendy@wendytaylor1.com

www.peakrealestate.comwww.peakrealestate.com

$459,900 ELMIRA – This centrally located 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
bungalow on 60x130 pool sized lot shows AAA. Situated in a mature 
neighbourhood, this nicely maintained, all brick home is within walking 
distance of all Elmira schools, Gibson Park and the Woolwich Rec. Centre.  
Many updates!  MLS 30650863  Call or email Wendy Taylor to view.

72 First St. W., Elmira
Sunday, July 8, 2018  2-4pm

OPEN
HOUSE

NEW PRICE

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

Drayton |  $539,000
Large bungalow on a generous lot in country subdivision just outside 
Drayton. Numerous upgrades sure to please. Extra land for garden. 
2 lower level walkouts. MLS Call Dale direct.

Building Lot | Tobermory |  $36,000
Building lot on Dyers Bay Rd, South of Tobermory. MLS  Call Dale.

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.
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OUTDOOR SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

Brands You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

homewindowfashions.ca

Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537
STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Diesel & Auto Repairs Inc.  Diesel & Auto Repairs Inc.

(Formerly The Kids Diesel Shop)

20A Arthur St. N Elmira ON

(Formerly The Kids Diesel Shop)

“Mechanics You Can Trust”“Mechanics You Can Trust”

20A Arthur St. N Elmira ON
 519-669-8459

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICESGENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
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519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

Quality Bedding
Premium 
Softwood

Blown or Pushed Off

We are geared to
meet your timing and
volume requirements

BLENDED TO MEET 
YOUR NEEDS!

Ph: Elmira (519) 669-5219

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

CALL 519-206-0336

CONESTOGO

BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE   www.koebelhcm.com

FURNACES | AIR CONDITIONERS | WATER HEATERS
FIREPLACES | AIR FILTRATION | HUMIDIFIERS 

HRVʼS | BBQ LINES | GAS PIPING
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Happy 40th anniversary 
Bruce and Diane Reid!

Wishing you many more  
adventures together!

Love, your family

DIRECTORY ADS
GET RESULTS.

SMALL ADS.  
BIG IMPACT.

FAMILY ALBUM

RETIREMENT STAG & DOE

OBITUARY

IN MEMORIAM

ANNIVERSARY DEATH 
NOTICES

COTÉ, JUNE - Passed away 
peacefully at her home in 
Elmira, on Thursday, June 28, 
2018, at the age of 92 years.

MEWHINNEY, MARY JANE - 
At Barnswallow Care Centre 
in Elmira on June 30, 2018, at 
the age of 76. 

FAMILY 
ALBUM

DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY 

BY 10 AM

CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104
or email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com

Who 
doesn’t 

love a 
birthday?
Surprise your 

loved  ones with 
a notice in The 

Observer.

CALL  
519-669-5790 
EXT 104 OR 

drudy@woolwichobserver.com

GRADUATION

PRINTING SERVICES

Guess Who Is Retiring!!!

Her love for people 
was her passion.

Best wishes can be 
e-mailed to: 

dorisretired27@gmail.com

Doris Snelling after 27 years  
at Arthur Street Dental Office

With lots of love: 
Mike,  

Crystal & Cam, Madison,
 Carter, Lee & Linnea, 

Tristan, Harlow

PERFECT

Garry and Lauren Perfect are thrilled to  
announce the graduation of their son, Jason, 

from Conestoga College with a Bachelor 
Degree in the Community and Criminal 

Justice (Honors) program. Jason is currently 
employed by Housing Cambridge. 

Congratulations from the whole family!

Nathan Dechert and 
Janine Hiller’s Stag and Doe

Elmira Lions Hall
40 South St. W, Elmira

- Chance to win a 128GB iPad 
Tickets $10, available at the door

Saturday July 7, 2018 
8:00pm-1:00am

Brubacher, Owen M.
Passed away on Monday, July 2, 2018 
at Freeport Campus of the Grand 
River Hospital, Kitchener, at the 
age of 88 years. Owen Brubacher 
of Wallenstein was the husband of 
Annie (Sherk) Brubacher. Father 
of Perseda and David Frey of RR 1, 
Wallenstein, Norman and Edna of 
Proton Station, Reuben and Louisa of 
RR 3, Wallenstein, Nancy and Solomon 
Hoover of Proton Station, Melinda and 
Manassa Martin of RR 3, Wallenstein, 
MaryAnne  and Aaron Martin of Proton 
Station, Annie and Abraham Martin of 
RR 1, Wallenstein, and Solomon and 
Veronica of Wallenstein. Grandfather 
of numerous grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and great-great-
grandchildren. Brother of Lovina 
Bauman, and Henry and Selina 
Brubacher. He was predeceased by 
his parents Henry and Sarah (Martin) 
Brubacher, two grandchildren, two 
great-grandchildren, sister Catherine 
and Norman Hoover, and brother-in-
law Simeon Bauman.

Visitation was held at the family home 
in Wallenstein. Interment and funeral 
service will be held at the Wellesley 
Township Mennonite Meeting House. 
Arrangements entrusted to the  
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

In Loving Memory of 
Brandon Nickel

Shared times, 
shared memories,

shared joys … 
these special things 

will always keep you close

July 6, 2013

Love, Mom, Dad, Brittany and Bailey

ANNIVERSARY

  Peter and Sheila Ferguson
Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary

Dear Gramma and Papa,
We love you so much and love spending time with you!

July 6, 2018

Love your grandchildren:
Emily, Thomas, James, Madeline, Connor and Ashley

#1 NEWS SOURCE IN THE REGION 
WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM



20 | LIVING HERE THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JULY 5, 2018

LIVING HERE
ACCOLADES / BOOK IT

SUMMER. BARBECUE. 
BURGERS. IT’S a pretty 
standard combo, but that 
doesn’t mean you can’t 
mix it up a little, especially 
if you’re having people 
over. These flavoursome 
trout burgers topped with a 
quick cucumber pickle and 
green goddess mayonnaise 
are definitely company-
worthy. 

This recipe employs a 
variety of tastes and tex-
tures using ingredients 
that can readily be found 
among local food offerings, 
making fresh an easy goal. 
Feel free to experiment 
with your favourite herbs. 
Have fun, and enjoy your 
handiwork hot off the grill. 

Smokey 
Trout 
Burgers
Pickle:
1/2 cup white wine vinegar 
2 Tbsp. granulated sugar 
2 tsp. salt
1 cucumber, thinly sliced
Half  small onion, sliced
2 tsp. chopped fresh dill

Herb Mayonnaise: 
1 green onion, sliced
1/2 cup mayonnaise 
2 Tbsp. sour cream
1 tsp. each chopped fresh 
parsley, chives and tarragon
1 tsp. white wine vinegar 
1/2 tsp. chopped fresh garlic 

Fishing for 
a fresh take 
on burgers

CHEF’S TABLE | 23

VERONICA REINER

MILO TRASK WRAPPED 
UP the school year on a 
positive note, being the 
recipient of the Victoria 
D’Agostino book prize. 
The Grade 6 student got 
the award at the morning 
assembly on the final day 
of classes June 28 at St. Ja-
cobs Public School.

“I was just really excited 
when I first heard about 
it,” said Trask, of winning 
the award. “That sums up 
my feelings about it. Really 
excited.”

The award is named 
after Victoria D’Agostino, 
an 8-year-old girl who 
touched the hearts of ev-
eryone around her with 
her generosity and pure 
kindness. She had an in-
tuitive sense of what oth-
ers around her needed, well 
beyond her years. She also 
excelled academic as well as 
in various sports and athlet-
ics. D’Agonisto passed away 
tragically in a car accident 
on Nov. 30, 2002.

The award celebrates 
students who contrib-
ute to the community 
through a loving and 
generous spirit to others, 
sportsmanship and ath-
letic accomplishments, 
academic excellence and 
good citizenship. These 
are all of the qualities 
exhibited by D’Agonisto, 
and the award is named 
after her to honour her 
memory. It has been a tra-
dition since 2003. 

It is presented as a book 

Milo Trask caps the year as the recipient of the school’s Victoria D’Agostino Award

prize to select students. 
The amount of winners of 
the award depends on the 
size of the school.

 “We were allowed to 
choose one student who 
fit the award,” said Amy 
Humphrys, principal of 
St. Jacobs PS, making 
Milo the sole recipient. 
“We passed along the in-
formation to our Grade 6 
teacher, and then them, 
along with the other 
teachers, decided who fits 
the criteria for the award.”

The rewards are given 
out each June with a 

hardcover book with an 
environmental or nature 
theme. Some previous 
books given out include 
‘The Grand River: An 
Aerial Journey’ by Carl 
Hiebert, which provides 
a new perspective of the 
Grand River. Another 
book awarded by the 
same author was ‘Gift of 
Wings,’ which documents 
Hiebert’s 5,000-mile 
flight across Canada. 

In Milo’s case, he was 
given the ‘Ontario Mo-
ments’ by George Fischer. 
The book documents 

Fischer’s beautiful pho-
tography in various places 
in the province includ-
ing the Niagara Falls, the 
Royal Ontario Museum’s 
Lee Chin Crystal, and Al-
gonquin National Park. 

The goal of the award is 
to make the community a 
bit better by inspiring stu-
dents to become better citi-
zens and treat others with 
respect, as well as strive for 
their best in all areas.

“We couldn’t be proud-
er,” said his father, Keith 
Trask. “I mean, he’s a 
great all-around kid. I re-

ally could not be prouder 
of him.” 

It’s a proud moment 
for his mother, father and 
older brother, he added, 
noting Milo’s athletic pur-
suits as well.

 “I like to play basket-
ball,” said Milo. “I’m also 
a big fan of high jump.” 

His academic interests 
include science and math. 

More information about 
the Victoria D’Agostino 
Children’s Benefit Fund 
can be found online at 
www.kwcf.ca or by calling 
519-725-1806.

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Milo Trask is St. Jacobs PS’s recipient of the Victoria D’Agostino Award for his contributions to community, scholarship and athletics.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Prize recognizes St. Jacobs PS 
student’s contributions

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited 
Test & Repair Facility

Does your A/C leave a puddle of water 
under the engine area after you park it? 
Wondering if you should have it checked 
out? Not to worry! This is a normal 
condition when your A/C is working 
properly on warm days. 

-Leroy



LIVING HERE | 21THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JULY 5, 2018

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

1440 King St. N, Bldg. 3, St. Jacobs 
519-664-3737 | www.stjacobsmodelrailway.com

Hours: SAT 10AM to 5PM, SUN 12 Noon to 5PM
Follow our yellow signs on King St.

One of North America’s BEST model railways

St. Jacobs & AberfoyleSt. Jacobs & Aberfoyle
MODEL RAILWAY

JULY 7

ELMIRA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY GARDEN Tour, 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tickets $10 from Brian’s Photo and St. Jacobs 
Country Gardens. For more information contact:  
barbs@rogers.com or 519-580-7584.

JULY 8

ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES. Free at Gore Park, 
Elmira 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Bring a lawn chair. Wendy 
Lynn Snyder performing.

JULY 9

ADULT CONNECT PIZZA PARTY from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m at the Youth Centre, located at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre. Come out and see what we have to 
offer at the Youth Centre. Ages 19 plus.

JULY 15

ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES. Free at Gore Park, 
Elmira 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Bring a lawn chair and enjoy 
The New Cumberland Band.

JULY 22

ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES. Free at Gore Park, 
Elmira 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Bring a lawn chair and enjoy 
Nelson Family Bluegrass

JULY 29

ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES. Free at Gore Park, 
Elmira 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Bring a lawn chair. Lance 
Russwurm performing.

AUGUST 5

ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES. Free at Gore Park, 
Elmira 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Bring a lawn chair and enjoy. 
Fred Lewis & Riding High performing.

AUGUST 12

ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES. Free at Gore Park, 
Elmira 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Bring a lawn chair and enjoy 
Gerald Davidson perform.

AUGUST 19

ELMIRA SUNDAY CONCERT SERIES. Free at Gore Park, 
Elmira 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Bring a lawn chair. U Turn 
performing.

AUGUST 26

FINAL PERFORMANCE OF THE Elmira Sunday Concert 
Series. Free at Gore Park, Elmira 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. Bring 
a lawn chair. Rick Loucks & Southbound performing.

REACH
OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:30 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

Birdland Plaza, 112 Oriole Parkway, Elmira
519-669-1459          LifeNorth.Church

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Please join us at 10:00 am next Sunday

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
No service here this week

Church Picnic

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together At Conestoga Bible Camp

Sunday, July 8th

10:00 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church Acts 9: 1-31
Fred Lichti preaching

Confronted by Jesus

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE TO 

EASILY SUBMIT 
YOUR EVENT

SUBMIT AN EVENT
 The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t 

local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, 
corporate events, open houses  and the like do not 

qualify in this section.

observerxtra.com/event-list/
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ACROSS

1. Shivering Fits

5. Comics sound

10. Another one _____ 
the dust

15. “___ of the Flies”

16. Fair-weather brolly

17. Party, Destroy, Slander

18. R2-D2 says so

20. Perfect, for example

21. Scenic look-see

22. Widespread reputation

24. “Comprende?”

25. Sibling

27. Ascended

29. Crunchy or soft, rolled 
or folded

31. Drop cap, space 
becomes time

32. Without a choice, noun 
wrongly becomes verb

35. Surface roughness

37. We’re all part of this 
system

39. Back

41. Marks subject of 
destination

42. Indian hermitage

45. “Come in!”

46. Air-breathing megalops

48. Wild pig

51. What “it” plays

52. “My!”

53. Two dollars

55. In a can

56. Formally arrived

57. Descended from 
Mohammad

59. Fill

60. Suffix for Latin adjec-
tives

61. Hi, top

63. ___ song

64. Aggravate

65. “What are the ___?”

DOWN

1. Priestly garb

2. A nice country walk, 
spoiled

3. You are each

4. Swelling

5. Calendar column

6. Adjusted previously

7. Channel

8. Money in the bank, say

9. Stick to the line

11. Egyptian wader

12. Sampler

13. Banana oil, e.g.

14. Round lot’s 100

19. Chipper

21. Kind of concerto

23. Can cover with itself

25. Disdain

26. Add cap, time becomes 
space

28. Mollify

30. On dry land

33. Cost of living?

34. Knock

36. Aesop’s also-ran

38. Color of honey

40. Uniforms

43. Bandy words

44. Dash

47. Make sense, with “up”

49. Away

50. Cabernet, e.g.

52. Is this __?!

53. Mr. Clown gets all the 
cherries

54. Travelling papers

58. The end of boyhood

62. Bone-dry

63. Norse god has magnifi-
cent do

Small country, big exporter: the Netherlands produce a lot of food

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Annual “Wendland Gang to the French River Fishing Trip” June 2018. Left to right: Glen Martin, Gerry Hahn, Lloyd Martin, Bob Diebold, Leroy 
Martin, Tyler Wendland, Peter Both, Duane Martin, Lloyd Gingrich. [SUBMITTED]

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Q.  Which country is 
the globe’s number two 
exporter of food as mea-
sured by value, second 
only to the United States?  
A. Germany   B.  Brazil   
C. the Netherlands   D.  
Canada
A.  Surprisingly, it’s the 
Netherlands, a small 
densely populated country 
with a landmass less than 
one percent of the U.S., says 
Frank Viviano in “National 
Geographic” magazine.  
Since making a national 
commitment to sustain-
able agriculture almost 
two decades ago, the Dutch 
have achieved remarkable 
results:  a 90% reduction 

of water on key crops, a 
60% cut in antibiotic use 
with poultry and livestock 
and an almost complete 
elimination of pesticides 
on plants in greenhouses. 

Imagine a country just a 
few thousand miles from 
the Arctic Circle being a 
global exporter of fair-
weather tomatoes.  For 
example, the tomato farm 
of the Duijvestijn broth-
ers — named the world’s 
most innovative tomato  
growers — produces almost 
all of its own energy and 
fertilizer and draws on heat 
generated by geothermal 
aquifers to maintain opti-
mal temperatures for year-
round growing.  A 36-acre 
greenhouse complex touts 
20-foot-tall deep green 
vines heavy with 15 variet-
ies of tomatoes.  Since the 
vines are rooted in fibers 
spun from basalt and chalk, 

rainwater can provide all 
the irrigation needs at one-
quarter the water required 
for plants in open fields.

     Concludes Viviano: 
“With world population 
expected to reach almost 10 
billion by 2050, agricultural 
intensification — increas-
ing yields while decreasing 
the amount of land and 
water we use to grow food 
— drives Dutch farmers 
and researchers’ efforts to 
help feed the world.”
Q.  The human voice 
can be commanding or 
soothing, reverential or 
shrill.  How have drug 
companies in particular 
capitalized on this pow-
erful marketing tool?
A.  According to STAT, a 
website that details news of 
the medical world, includ-
ing the fast-moving busi-
ness of making medicine, 
“drug ads almost always 

have two narrators — a 
steady, confi dent one 
which tells about the affl  ic-
tions the drug treats, and a 
calm, soothing one which 
prattles off  an extraordi-
narily long list of potential 
side eff ects,” says Dan 
Lewis on his “Now I Know” 
website.  Since manufactur-
ers are legally required to 
disclose these side eff ects, 
they use two diff erent tones 
of voice “to make subtle in-
ferences which, they hope, 
only register on a subcon-
scious level.”  The message: 
Don’t worry about the side 
eff ects.  This product is 
worth your purchase.
Q.  Longevity is one 
of the hallmarks of a 
healthy nation.  Though 
both wealth and edu-
cation are major con-
tributors, which has the 
stronger correlation?  Is 
it money or schooling?

A.  As far back as 1975, 
economists argued that 
wealth is the key, since 
everything from food to 
medical care costs money, 
says Debora MacKenzie in 
“New Scientist” magazine.  
But “the latest research 
suggests that education ac-
tually plays a bigger role in 
extending lifespan.”  So say 
Wolfgang Lutz and Endale 
Kebede of Austria’s Interna-
tional Institute for Applied 
Systems Analysis, who 
compiled average data on 
GDP per person, lifespans 
and years of education 
from 174 countries from 
1970-2010.  They found “the 
diff erences in education 
closely predicted diff er-
ences in life expectancy, 
whereas changes in wealth 
barely mattered” (“Popu-
lation and Development 
Review).”

And, Lutz argues, since 

education happens early in 
life, it appears to “perma-
nently improve a person’s 
cognitive abilities, allow-
ing better planning and 
self-control for the rest of 
their life.”  Further, educa-
tion tends to lead to more 
wealth, so “wealth doesn’t 
seem to be driving longev-
ity — both are driven by 
education.”

For the skeptics, Lutz of-
fers these telling examples: 
“Cuba is dead poor but has 
a higher life expectancy 
than the US because it is 
well-educated.”  Mean-
while, people in oil-rich 
but poorly educated Equa-
torial Guinea “rarely reach 
60.”
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A BERRY BUSY TIME OF YEAR

tuce 

Pickle: In medium glass 
bowl, combine vinegar, 
sugar and salt; stir to 
dissolve sugar. Add cu-
cumbers and onions; stir 
to coat. Let stand for 30 
minutes. Drain and toss 
vegetables with dill.

Herb Mayonnaise: In 
small bowl, stir together, 
onion, mayonnaise, sour 
cream, parsley, chives, tar-
ragon, vinegar and garlic.

Burger: In food proces-
sor, combine trout, egg, 
red pepper, breadcrumbs, 
parsley, mustard, fish sea-

Burger:
1-1/2 lb trout, skinned & 
cubed
1 egg, lightly beaten
Half a sweet red pepper, 
diced    
1/4 cup dry breadcrumbs
2 Tbsp. chopped fresh 
parsley 
2 Tbsp.  grainy mustard 
2 tsp. fish seasoning 
1 tsp. smoked paprika 
1/2 tsp. salt
Pinch of pepper
6 onion buns  
1-1/2 cups torn red leaf let-

CHEF’S TABLE: A combination that adds up to great taste
soning, paprika, salt, and 
pepper. Pulse to combine. 
Mixture should be chunky. 
Shape into 6 burgers. 

Place burgers on greased 
grill over medium heat. 
Grill, covered, for 4 to 5 
minutes per side or until 
no longer pink inside and 
a thermometer inserted 
sideways into centre of 
each burger reads 158°F 
(70°C).

Toast buns on grill. Top 
each bun bottom with let-
tuce, mayonnaise mixture, 
burger, cucumber pickle 
and bun top.

FROM | 20

Musical Dinner Hour
Live Music Provided by the Stiff Family

82 Maddison St., W. Monkton, ON • 519-347-9999

Enjoy Inspirational Singing

Musical Dinner Hour

MUST HAVE RESERVATION
FIRST SEATING OR SECOND SEATING PLUS ENTREE 1 OR 2

COME AND ENJOY DINNER & MUSIC!

(DINNERS INCLUDE SALAD, MASHED POTATOES, VEGETABLES & COLESLAW)

First Seating 5-6:15PM

Second Seating 6:30-8PM

TO
RESERVE
CALL:

July 11TH

Your Choice Of

Dinner 1 Dinner 2

Adults $15.50  •  Seniors $14.50

STEAK TAIL
DINNER,
DESSERT &
COFFEE

CHICKEN BREAST
IN MUSHROOM

CHEESE SAUCE
DESSERT & COFFEE

FIND IT
IN THE OBSERVER
or online at observerxtra.com

Berry season is in full swing at across the area with shops and pick-your-own being set up at 6049 Line 86 in West Montrose and the Elmira Produce Auction Cooperative at 7400 Reid 
Woods Dr., Elmira.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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$59 $79 $99 
Standard Advanced Premium

29A Church St. W., Elmira | 519-210-3030 | www.perfectpitchhearing.com

New Hearing
Aids For Lease
New Hearing

Aids For Lease
Hearing You Can AffordHearing You Can Afford

$$ $ $
Try our leasing program Try our leasing program Try our leasing program 

*See clinic for more details

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

    4 
DAYS 
ONLY!

JULY SUPER SALE!

THURSDAY 9-9
FRIDAY 9-9

SATURDAY 9-6
SUNDAY10-5

SWISS-MADE
LAMINATE

95¢
per sq ft

REG 2.99

WOOD-GRAIN
TILE

97¢
per sq ft 

REG 4.99

MDF PRIME
BASEBOARDS

67¢
per lin ft 

3-7/8”

12.3MM THICK 
LAMINATE

$137
per sq ft REG 2 .99

HOT DEAL!

12’ X 12’ CARPET 
REMNANTS 

$99each

SOLID
BAMBOO

$177
per sq ft REG 3.99
HANDSCRAPED!

4” X 16”
WALL TILE

$187
per sq ft REG 6.99

NEW PRODUCT!

GLASS
BACKSPLASH

$199
per sq ft REG 6.99

HOT PRICE!

FRIEZE CARPET 
PLUS NO TAX

$157
per sq ft REG 3.19

PLUS NO TAX!

SOLID 3/4”
HARDWOOD

$297
per sq ft REG 5.99

OAK OR MAPLE

MODERN
LEDGESTONE

$397
per sq ft REG 8.99

WOW! HOT BUY!

AREA RUGS!
NO TAX

ON ALL IN-STOCK 

from from

from

from

12X24 CLICK 
VINYL TILES

$177
per sq ft REG 4.99

6.3 THICK

from

from

from

from

from

6MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$197
per sq ft REG 4.99

100% WATERPROOF

from

from

from

from

PLUS NO TAX

over a cone, and you’ve 
just taken out someone’s 
mailbox.

Fortunately for residents 
of Wellesley Township, 
Hergott is as skilled a truck 
driver as they come. The 
rodeo puts the drivers 
through their paces with 
some very real, very practi-
cal challenges.

“Then you go through 
a serpentine it’s called, so 
it’s like an ‘S’ with barrels 
with the plow and the wing 
down. And then you stop, 
put the plow and the wing 
up and back through the 
serpentine,” he said.

How the driver operates 
his rig is graded too by 

judges, with judges look-
ing for seatbelts, proper 
signalling and all the safety 
precautions a large vehicle 
operator needs to drive 
safe.

“It’s a driver’s test in a 
parking lot full of obsta-
cles,” noted Hergott with a 
laugh.

The rodeo also comes 
with some other chal-
lenges, though, with less 
straightforward applica-
tions, like running the 
plow with the wing exactly 
though an open ring, or ac-
tually hitting a target with 
the side of the wing like a 
slow motion joust.

“Then you have to knock 
a pylon of a barrel with the 

wing. So you try not to hit 
anything and then you do,” 
he said.

Having won first place, 
Hergott will be heading to 
the provincial champion-
ship in Owen Sound later in 
September. There he will be 
representing the township 
for the province-wide title.

Hergott admits compet-
ing is mostly just for fun, 
and nothing to quit one’s 
day job over. It is unlikely 
he’ll be heading off to take 
on the international truck 
rodeo professional circuit, 
but meeting his fellow 
drivers, and enjoying some 
barbecue in the process, 
seems like an afternoon 
well spent.

RODEO: He’ll keep on truckin’ at provincials

FROM | COVER

FAISAL ALI

Axe-wielding suspect arrested
in Elmira after assaulting police

AN ELMIRA MAN WAS ar-
rested early Sunday morn-
ing after being spotted 
attempting to break down 
a door on 35 Arthur St. S. 
with an axe, and striking 
the window of a police 
officer’s vehicle with his 
weapon.

The 20-year-old man 
faces 10 charges, including 
assault of a police officer 
with a weapon, a second as-
sault of police officer dur-
ing his arrest, assault with 

a weapon, possession of a 
weapon and mischief.

The suspect was first 
reported to police Satur-
day around 5 p.m. while 
attempting to break down 
the door of the Arthur 
Street property.

The man fled the scene 
before police responded, 
but was spotted again 
near Church and Herbert  
streets, still carrying an 
axe, around 1 a.m. Sunday 
morning. The officer ap-
proached the man  in his 
vehicle, upon which the 

suspect ran at him with the 
axe and smashed through 
the driver’s side window of 
the vehicle, causing only 
minor injuries. Leaving the 
axe behind in the cruiser’s 
window, the suspect fled 
the scene again.

Hours later, with the as-
sistance of the Strategic 
Response Unit, the suspect 
was found and apprehend-
ed in town.

No indication of the 
suspect’s motive for the at-
tacks were given. He was to 
appear in court Tuesday.

Claude Hergott with his rig at the Wellesley public works yard. Having won the regionals, he’s off to Owen Sound in September. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]




