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REVISIONS TO PLANS FOR the 
latest Birdland subdivision in El-
mira address neighbours’ unhap-
piness about apartment blocks 
adjacent to existing homes, but 
traffic and density concerns re-
main.

Those concerns about the 
Southwood 4 project were aired 
at another public meeting in 

A DEVELOPER’S EXPANSION BID 
for an Elmira shopping plaza 
having been backed by a provin-
cial agency, Woolwich must now 
decide if it wants to launch a le-
gal appeal.

The Local Planning Appeal 
Tribunal (LPAT) last week sided 
with Skyline Retail Real Estate 
Holdings, which had been turned 
down by the township after ap-
plying to increase the size of the 
Foodland plaza in Elmira’s south 
end.

The decision handed down by 
tribunal member Blair Taylor 
essentially overturns a previous 
Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) 
ruling against the plaza’s former 

Expansion
of Elmira’s 
Foodland 
plaza cleared 
after legal 
appeal

WOOLWICH / LEGALITIES

Ball is now back in 
Woolwich’s court after 
it loses challenge at 
the Local Planning 
Appeal Tribunal

LPAT | 4

CATTLE PERISH AS FIRE LEVELS BARN NEAR FLORADALE

Traffic and density concerns remain even after changes
to proposed new Birdland subdivision in Elmira

Woolwich council chambers 
Tuesday night. Residents already 
dealing with traffic woes, particu-
larly exiting onto Arthur Street 
from South Parkwood Boulevard, 
expect issues of speeding and 
traffic volumes to get worse with 
the next phase.

Density also remains a problem 
for some, as the revised plan con-
tains even more units, 481 to 552 
as opposed to 444-513 in the first 

iteration.
The Birdland Developments 

proposes a mix of single-family 
homes (194 to 209), semis (52), 
townhouses (80 to 106 units) and 
apartments (155 to 185).

The apartment buildings were 
the most contentious at much 
more vocal public meeting last 
fall. Since then, Birdland has 
moved apartment block from 
along west end of Whippoorwill 

Drive, adjacent to existing single-
family homes on larger lots, to 
the southwest part of the 70-acre 
site, nearer to Listowel Road. 

“It’s far from any existing resi-
dences,” said IBI Group planner 
Douglas Stewart, representing 
the developer. “It’s an appropri-
ate mix and range of housing.”

The new plan for the devel-

SOUTHWOOD | 4

Cattle and crops were lost, though no people were injured, when a barn caught fire 
near Floradale in the early hours of Wednesday morning. Woolwich firefighters were 
still assessing the scene at press time, but an estimated 30 of the 192 head of cattle in 
the barn perished in the blaze, as well as some crops stored in the structure. The cause 
is under investigation, with Woolwich fire chief Dale Martin speculating a short-circuit 
on a skidsteer might be the culprit. [JOE MERLIHAN / THE OBSERVER]



2 | NEWS THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 2018

103 Ontario St. S., Kitchener • 519-745-4053 • Monday to Friday 10:30 - 6 • Saturday 11-4 • www.jamiesonsbilliards.com

Since 1929
Family Owned and Operated

Pool Tables

Made in Canada
by Canada Billiards

Foosball
Tables Made in Canada

by Canada Billiards

Darts
Dart Boards

and Accessories

Dart Board
Cabinets

with
Scoreboard

See us for Outdoor
Ping Pong Tables

BILLIARDS
If you have a love for billiards and an appreciation for great billiard tables, 
or if you are a fan of any indoor games, then you owe it to yourself to visit

Jamieson’s Billiard Sales & Service.

• Pool Table Sales, Service,
Supplies and Accessories

• Recovering and Refurbishing
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• WE DELIVER!
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Those who found last 
years’ summer a bit too 
chilly will be pleased we’ll 
be seeing more hot weather 
in the summer that kicks 
off this week. The next 
three months will be what 
David Phillips, senior 
climatologist for Environ-
ment Canada, referred to as 
the Goldilocks of summers: 
Not too hot, not too cold, 
but just right.

“If you take a look at the 
last two summers, it tells 
you almost what this one is 
going to be like,” explained 
Phillips. “Now 2016 in the 
Waterloo Region, we had 
25 or 26 days where the 
temperature rose above 30. 
Last year, it was five days.”

This year, he’s predicting 

Hard work really does 
pay off, at least in the case 
of Sarah Allen, who was 
voted valedictorian of her 
Grade 12 graduating class at 
Elmira District Secondary 
School. She will be deliv-
ering her speech at com-
mencement in November.

“I love the people in 
my grade,” she said of the 
title. “That’s kind of the 
coolest thing about being 
valedictorian is I’m happy 
that I had the chance to be 
friends with a lot of them.” 

However, the multi-
talented 17-year-old has 
big plans before the gradu-
ation ceremony. She will 
be heading to England to 
further her education and 
gain travel experience.

“It’s like a Bible college, 
but it’s really well known,” 
explained her father, Dan 
Allen, senior pastor at 
Elmira’s Woodside Bible 
Fellowship. “It’s not even a 
year program it’s like six or 
seven months. She wanted 
to take a year off before 
she went back full time to 
school. She wants to travel 
there, too. [The school] is 
called Capernwray Hall 
and it’s in England. And do 
that and travel a bit, then 
come back and work, and 

Sarah Allen named valedictorian for the class of 2018
VERONICA REINER then go to Guelph.”

After her Europe travel 
plans, Sarah will be attend-
ing Guelph University for 
a bachelor of arts and sci-
ence degree. Allen chose 
Guelph to mix her passion 
for science with art since 
she is a huge fan of paint-
ing. One of her watercolour 
pieces was selected for the 
K-W Art Gallery, said her 
proud father.

Her interest in art 
sparked back up again by 
taking elective classes in 
2017.

“I didn’t take it in Grade 
10, but in Grade 11 I picked 
it back up again, and I was 
really glad that I did,” said 
Allen. “I actually find it 
helpful for learning how 
you use different mediums 
and it gave me a chance to 
work art into my schedule 
and have regular time to 
do what I want, so that was 
really nice about it.”

“I taught Sarah for three 
years,” said Lynn Pavlik, 
head of the art department 
at EDSS. “She’s very tal-
ented, but she works very 
hard at it, too. Like she uses 
her talent. She doesn’t take 
it for granted. It’s such a 
blessing that she is so tal-
ented, but she also works 
really hard at it too which 
is wonderful to see. Her art-

work has such sensitivity to 
it. Very beautiful pieces.”

What stands out to her 
teacher was her willingness 
to constantly learn and 
improve.

“She was always inquisi-
tive about how to make her 
artwork better and how 
to use different art medi-
ums,” said Pavlik. “She was 
always willing to learn, 

which is another big thing.”
“I really like waterco-

lour,” she said of her fa-
vourite type of art. “It’s the 
easiest thing. Because if 
you make a mistake, it just 
looks like it’s part of the 
painting. I really like art, 
but I have a lot of other in-
terests as well. Volleyball, 
science, and languages.”

Allen wanted to combine 

arts with science however 
because of her strong inter-
est in both topics, biology 
in particular.

“Biology would probably 
be my favourite class,” she 
said. “But it’s really hard to 
say because I like so many 
different things.”

She has also taught Sun-
day School at Woodside 
Bible Fellowship and works 

as a camp counsellor. She 
also manages to fit time in 
to play volleyball, another 
one of her interests. She 
is currently a member of 
the Senior Girls Volleyball 
team at EDSS.  

“I really liked volleyball, 
we had a really amazing 
team,” she said of the expe-
rience. “I enjoyed playing 
with them and competing. 
This is my fourth year on 
the team.”

“Another thing about her 
is that she’s really kind. 
She’s a kind person,” added 
Pavlik. “So she would help 
other people, and I saw that 
even in the art room. In an 
art room, you’re dealing 
with lots of different per-
sonalities and she was very 
aware of the people in the 
room. Not many students 
are caring for the teacher 
too, and she was even good 
to me too, which is appre-
ciated. Because teachers 
don’t always get treated 
the best by students in the 
room. So she was very kind 
like that.”

Her older brother, Wil-
liam Allen, currently study-
ing biomedical sciences at 
the University of Waterloo, 
was also voted valedicto-
rian in 2015. Her younger 
brother Brett is at EDSS in 
the tenth grade.

Expect more summer in the weather as the season makes it official this week
VERONICA REINER 10 to 14 days in that range.

Typically around this 
time of year in the region, 
the temperatures are 
around 24 for a high, and 
12 for a low.

“What we [saw] this 
weekend [were] tem-
peratures that rocketed 
up there to 30 degrees or 
more,” said Phillips. “So 
that’s sort of going to be 
the dress rehearsal or the 
preview for the rest of the 
summer.”

Already, we have had 
about an equal number of 
days above 30 than we had 
all of the last summer, ac-
cording to Phillips. 

The warmer summers, 
such as 2016, appeal more 
to the younger generation, 
allowing for plenty of care-
free days at the beach, he 

suggests. The cooler sum-
mers are more for an older 
generation, who don’t have 
to worry about turning 
their AC on full blast con-
stantly. But this summer 
should appeal to every age 
group.

“This augurs well for 
people who like to wear 
muscle shirts and tank 
tops,” said Phillips. “And 
think about it as, ‘hey, it’s 
what your parents and 
teachers told us summers 
would be.’ Hot summers 
and cold winters. So this is 
going to be more for every-
body.”

Summer officially 
started today (Thursday) 
at 6 a.m. However, despite 
having an ideal amount of 
warm days, there will be 
challenges as well. 

“My sense is that what 
the issue this summer 
might very well be is the 
lack of precipitation,” said 
Phillips. “Maybe more 
drought situations, not as 
green of a lawn as we had 
last year. Crops needing 
irrigation. So my sense is, 
if it is warmer than normal, 
the greater demands on 
that rain, and if it occurs 
in gully-washers like the 
thunderstorms, it will be 
good for some people and 
not for others.”

However, precipitation is 
difficult for Environment 
Canada to foresee. This 
prediction is based on the 
rain amount of the previ-
ous months, April, May, 
and June.

There is also severe 
weather in the forecast, 

which is common across 
southern Ontario. It occurs 
in every season, and it pre-
dictably will this summer, 
for instance, in the form of 
thunderstorms. 

“Severe weather affects 
everybody,” said Phillips. 
“The good thing about that 
in the summertime is that 
it hits and runs. It doesn’t 
sort of stand around and 
torment you like for two 
or three days like it would 
be in the cold season. It’s 
usually here one hour and 
gone the next. So it’s a mat-
ter of postpone your golf 
game for a few minutes 
or your soccer match, and 
then the clouds will part 
and the sun will come out 
if you wait a half hour since 
you heard that last bit of 
thunder. You’ll probably 

be all right, and you can 
resume your sport.”

Overall, however, June, 
July, and August are 
months we’ll likely enjoy.

“My sense is that Cana-
dians in southern Ontario 
are looking forward to the 
summer,” said Phillips. 
“Because we’ve had two 
winters that have been 
tough, and then it was 
interspersed by a summer 
that didn’t really come. So 
my sense is that it’s long 
overdue, and we’ll prob-
ably be complaining about 
the fact that it’s too hot 
and too humid, sometime 
along the way. We love 
to complain about the 
weather, and I think our 
complaining this year will 
be about the heat and hu-
midity.”

Sarah Allen was voted by her peers to serve as valedictorian for her EDSS graduating class. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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Pharmacist | Owner

NEIGHBOURS’ CONCERNS 
REMAIN LARGELY unad-
dressed, but plans for a 
new apartment building 
in the south end of Breslau 
won approval this week 
from Woolwich council.

Tuesday night’s vote 
cleared the way for a four-
storey, 78-unit building at 
208 - 226 Woolwich St. S. 
that’s slated to offer two- 
and three-bedroom rental 
units.

Breslau Mennonite 
Church (BMC) applied for 
a zone change to allow the 
construction of the build-
ing on the rear portion of 
their property. About a 
third of the 8.2-acre proper-
ty would be earmarked for 
the housing project, then 
sold to a developer, Reid’s 
Heritage Properties.

As approved, the project 
is slightly scaled back from 
the 82 units unveiled at a 
public meeting earlier this 
year. The changes provide 
slightly more setback from 
the property line to address 
concerns about proximity 
to neighbouring property. 
Concerns about compat-
ibility with the neighbour-
hood, traffic and density 
were not dealt with, largely 
because provincial regula-

EDSS STUDENTS HAVE 
RALLIED around one of 
their own following a family 
tragedy, launching an on-
line fundraising campaign 
and holding a barbecue this 
week.

The GoFundMe page 
raised more than $3,000 in 
a matter of days.

The effort follows the 
death of an Elmira man 
whose son is a Grade 12 
student at the high school. 
Peter F. Peters, 46, was 

THREE YEARS IN, THE new 
BIA in St. Jacobs wants to 
expand its role in promot-
ing business activities in 
the village. To that end, 
it’s seeking a threefold 
increase in the special tax 
levied on some 85 busi-
nesses in the core area.

To do that, the BIA (busi-
ness improvement area) is 
reaching out to its mem-
bers to back the plan, or at 

St. Jacobs BIA looks to take on larger role, increase fees threefold; council approves
STEVE KANNON least not to object – if more 

than a third of the mem-
bers opt to oppose it, the 
plan will fail.

The group cleared the 
first hurdle this week when 
Woolwich council agreed 
to let it pursue the plan. 
The BIA is a creation of the 
township, and its obliga-
tory levy is applied by 
Woolwich tax collectors. 

The impetus for the sud-
den 300 per cent increase 
– which would come into 

effect next year, if ap-
proved – is the sale of St. 
Jacobs-based Mercedes 
Corp., which looked after 
marketing, promotion and 
downtown beautification, 
among other functions, 
for some 40 years. The 
company having been 
sold, it plans to back away 
from that role completely 
by 2019. Mercedes, which 
owns many of the retail 
locations in the village 
along with the St. Jacobs 

Farmers’ Market, St. Jacobs 
Factory Outlet mall, and 
surrounding properties, 
was sold last year to Schle-
gel Urban Development.

With Mercedes no longer 
paying a host of business-
related expenditures – 
from garbage pickup to 
marketing – the current 
BIA levy doesn’t come 
close to covering the costs, 
BIA advisor Laurel Davies 
Snyder told councillors 
meeting Tuesday night.

Using the extra money, 
the BIA would hire a coor-
dinator to look after the full 
range of functions, from 
events such as sidewalk 
sales to beautification proj-
ects and marketing, she 
said.

When it was created in 
2015, the BIA had an annu-
al levy of $40,000. A two-
per-cent annual increase 
means the group has a 
maxim take of $41,616 this 
year. The new plan would 

boost that to $120,000 for 
2019, with inflationary in-
creases thereafter. Business 
pay a special tax based on 
size and assessment, with 
a minimum annual fee 
of $300 and maximum of 
$3,000 set from the start. 
Under the new plan, those 
figures would rise to $1,000 
and $5,000 respectively.

With the current levy, 18 
properties with an assess-

EDSS / COMMUNITY SPIRIT

EDSS students quickly launch 
fundraiser for family of Elmira man
 Peter Peters killed in U.S. traffi  c accident prompts students to pitch in

VERONICA REINER killed June 13 on an Illinois 
highway when he was side-
swiped by another truck as 
he inspected the load of his 
own transport truck. He is 
survived by his wife Helena 
and two children.

Peters was parked on 
the right shoulder of the 
eastbound Interstate check-
ing his load down in the 
States when another truck 
sideswiped him, explained 
teaching staff at EDSS.  His 
son, Jacob, is a grade 12 
student at EDSS. His older 
sister, Eva is in a wheelchair 

due to spina bifida, a condi-
tion she was born with. 

Jacob Peters’ fellow 
Grade 12 students have all 
pitched in to help the fam-
ily. Their first initiative was 
the GoFundMe page. 

“We raised over $3,000 so 
far. It’s really amazing,” said 
Jenna Matthews, an EDSS 
Grade 12 student. The page 
was just started on Monday. 

The students also held 
a bake sale and barbecue 
hosted at lunchtime in 
Tuesday. Students sold a 
variety of items to raise 

money for the cause.
“We [were] selling hot 

dogs, water and burgers, 
and inside selling baked 
goods,” explained Mat-
thews. “All of the money is 
going to go to the family. 
We have posters all over 
the school and the link is in 
our school Instagram bio, 
and we’ve made announce-
ments and gone class to 
class.”

“We’re not on a commit-
tee or anything; we’re all 

Breslau church’s 
apartment project gets 
nod from council despite 
residents’ concerns

DEVELOPMENT / COUNCIL

STEVE KANNON tions require increasingly 
higher densities regardless 
of local preferences. 

Likewise, while the 
church is focusing on offer-
ing seniors’ housing, there 
is no mechanism to limit 
who can live in the build-
ing, another concern raised 
by residents.

“Planning legislation 
cannot restrict the use of a 
building by age, social eco-
nomic status, or any other 
such label. The focus needs 
to be on the appropriate-
ness of the land use, being 
an apartment, and not 
about the tenants,” noted 
a report by Woolwich plan-
ner Jeremy Vink.

Questioned by Coun. 
Patrick Merlihan about the 
target market for the build-
ing, the church’s planning 
consultant, David Aston 
of  MHBC Planning, said 
the building would be con-
structed with seniors in 
mind, though it couldn’t be 
exclusively for that demo-
graphic.

Art Dettweiler, a mem-
ber of the church’s build-
ing committee, added the 
building would contain 
“senior-friendly amenities” 
to target that market.

“You can build a building 

The student-run effort to raise money for the Peters family included a barbecue fundraiser and bake sale at EDSS on Tuesday. EDSS Grade 12 students are promoting a GoFundMe page for 
the family of one of their classmates. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

GOFUNDME | 5APARTMENT | 5

BIA | 5
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1. Protect your hair from UV 
rays by using Kenra Daily 
Defense Oil.

2. Use Kenra Clarifying 
Shampoo after swimming 
to prevent damage from 
chlorine or salt water.

3. Opt for air dry styling with 
Matrix BOHO Cream or 
Salt Infused Spray to 
achieve a frizz free look.

Summer Haircare TipsSummer Haircare Tips

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
ELMIRA, ON

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
ELMIRA, ON

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON

112 Bonnie Cres. (at Union) 
ELMIRA, ON  ·  519-669-5551

920 St. David St. N. (at Gordon)
FERGUS, ON  ·  519-787-0006

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
ELMIRA, ON

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON

www.realitybytes.com Call us today!

WIRELESS

BT  EARBUDS
BT  EA  EA  EABT  EABT

$3999

APPLE iPad
4th Gen 16 GB
$21999
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$23999

APPLE iPad Air
32 GB

$29999
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$33999

LENOVO M90
WIN-7 Desktop
Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

$19999

HP ProBook
15” Laptop

Intel i5, 4GB
250GB HD

$34999
  reg.
$39999

APPLE iPhone
6S  64GB  UNLOCKED!

$29999
FROM

APPLE
11” MacBook Air
Intel i5, 4GB 
Fast 128GB-SSD

$54999
  reg.
$64999

owner, Sobey’s Capital Inc., 
which had been stymied in 
its expansion attempts at 
315 Arthur St. S.

The developer wants 
to expand the permitted 
uses on the site to include 
ancillary retail, an LCBO 
outlet and a Beer Store, 
to a total of 35,000 addi-
tional square feet. Overall, 
the entire development 
would be permitted up 
to 138,000 square feet. 
Originally home to 51,500 
sq. ft. of retail, including 
a 34,000 sq. ft. grocery 
store, the site has seen the 
footprint grown, includ-
ing an addition of the 
main building and a new 
structure.

Although held under 
the auspices of LPAT, the 
quasi-judicial hearing used 
guidelines from the now-
replaced OMB because the 
case predated the change-
over to the new system, 
which is designed to give 
more weight to local gov-
ernment decisions.

The decision was a 
disappointment to Dan 
Kennaley, the township’s 
director of engineering 
and planning, who argued 
the development runs 
contrary to Woolwich’s 
policies that protect down-
town Elmira.

“Our official plan calls 
for the protection of the 
core area of Elmira. We 
thought that was going to 
carry the day – the tribunal 
was obviously in disagree-
ment,” said Kennaley this 
week, pointing to the tribu-
nal’s liberal interpretation 

of the “main street” provi-
sions, though Woolwich 
doesn’t have any such poli-
cies. “I thought that was 
quite a stretch.”

The township’s case drew 
on previous OMB decisions 
in presenting precedents 
to support its position, 
though they didn’t appear 
to have been considered by 
the tribunal, he said. Nor 
did the tribunal share the 
township’s take on case 
law.

“We thought it was abun-
dantly clear that you had to 
protect the downtown.”

Taylor’s LPAT report 
found there was little evi-
dence an expansion of the 
plaza would have a real 
negative impact on down-
town Elmira.

“The tribunal finds no 
evidence of blight or even 
potential store closings.  
At best, the township case 
is that the downtown core 
area will be ‘weakened.’  
Impact alone is not a basis 
for the tribunal to inter-
vene,” he wrote.

Specifically, the tribunal 
decision noted that the 
minimum store size of 
7,500 square feet mandated 
for much of the Foodland 
site pretty much excluded 
retail space in the core, 
where 96.1 per cent of the 
stores are smaller than 
that.

The township has 30 
days to decide if it wants 
to appeal the tribunal’s 
verdict. That decision 
will have to be made by 
council, which has one 
more meeting next week 
before going on a summer 
hiatus.

LPAT: Tribunal sides with 
developer in expansion plan
FROM | COVER

opment “sprinkles” the 
higher density projects 
throughout the site rather 
than grouping them to-
gether, he noted.

That change appeased 
existing residents whose 
properties would have been 
adjacent the apartments, 
but traffic remains the larg-
est grievance.

Ron Campbell, who 
lives in the Southwood 
3 subdivision, noted the 
neighbourhood deals with 
speeding and drivers ignor-

ing stop signs, along with 
the worsening trouble of 
exiting from South Park-
wood Boulevard.

“You can’t turn left onto 
Arthur Street safely,” he 
said.

The issue extends to 
Whippoorwill and Barn-
swallow drives, stressed 
resident Steve Racey.

“It’s a disgusting mess 
at that corner,” he said, 
calling for traffic-calming 
measures to slow ve-
hicles “racing” along those 
routes.

A transportation engi-

neering consultant who 
looked at traffic in the area 
suggested that the project’s 
plan to open up new con-
nections to Listowel Road 
and Whippoorwill Drive 
would eventually provide 
additional outlets for traf-
fic.

“There’ll be alternative 
routing options,” said Julia 
Salvini.

Fronting on 1143 Listowel 
Rd. in Elmira’s south end, 
the development would 
essentially form a link be-
tween Whippoorwill Drive 
and Listowel Road when 

built out.
Residents remained 

skeptical however, a senti-
ment shared by Coun. Pat-
rick Merlihan, who used to 
live in that neighbourhood.

The plan offers no reso-
lution for traffic on South 
Parkwood Boulevard, 
which is likely to get worse, 
he said.

Tuesday night’s meeting 
was an information ses-
sion. Township planning 
staff is still reviewing the 
Birdland application prior 
to returning to council with 
a recommendation report.

SOUTHWOOD: Worsening traffic a big concern for residents
FROM | COVER

SUNDAY NIGHTS IN ELMIRA ARE FOR MUSIC LOVERS

Locals gather to watch the Shine Bluegrass Band Sunday night at the bandstand in Elmira’s Gore Park. The free concerts occur every Sunday night. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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POLICE BLOTTER

OPP nab violators in two-day blitz 
of transport trucks
The Ontario Provin-
cial Police laid a total 
697 charges against trans-
port truck drivers and took 
63 trucks out of service 
during their Operation 
Corridor enforcement 
initiative June 13-14. In 
partnership with the Min-
istry of Transportation, the 
OPP stopped a total of 1,692 
trucks during the 24-hour 
blitz.

Speeding led the list of 
offences, with 226 charges 
being laid. Defective equip-
ment ranked second at 176 
charges (see complete list 
of charges below).

Other charges ranged 
from unsecured loads to 
distracted driving, reaf-
firming the OPP’s commit-
ment to its Commercial 
Motor Vehicle Collision 
Mitigation Strategy with 
the goal of saving lives on 
Ontario roads.

The OPP would like 

to thank the many safe 
transport truck drivers and 
other motorists who drove 
safely and helped keep our 
roads safe during the cam-
paign. 

Operation corridor commercial  
motor vehicle campaign results:

Distracted charges: 28

Speeding charges: 226

Speed Limiter charges: 38

Follow Too Close charges: 18

Unsafe Lane Change charges: 10

Move Left charges: 4

Other Hazardous Moving  
Violations charges: 30

Seatbelt charges: 107

Equipment charges: 176

Insecure Load charges: 28

Hours of Services charges: 31

Impaired Driving charges: 0

Other Criminal offences: 1

Number of Out-of-Service Vehicles: 63

Total Vehicles Stopped: 1,692

St. Jacobs drain 
on hold for now

The lowest bid coming in some 
60 per cent higher than budgeted, 
Woolwich will push off repairs to 
a St. Jacobs drain until next year, 
re-tendering the job at a later date in 
hope of getting a lower price.

The township estimated the cost to 
repair what is known as municipal 
drain #10 at $181,000, while the lower 
of two bids received was $291,000. 
Given that the cost is to be shared 
by the property owners, councillors 
meeting Tuesday night decided the 

increase was too large. 
Under the budgeted amount, the 

township expected property owners 
to face extra bills of $10 to $67,790, 
depending on assessment value and 
how much benefit the drain provides. 
A 60 per cent hike would be more 
onerous to those on the higher end. 
The bulk of the cost will covered by 
the township and the most heavily-
assessed property in the catchment 
area, Home Hardware Stores Ltd., 
each looking at a bill of about $68,000 
under original figures.

Most of the planned work will take 
place in the underground portion of 
the drain from a point west of High 

Crest Lane and Queensway Drive to 
King Street, plus some maintenance on 
the open ditch portion east of Water 
Street.

The work is expected to go out for 
tender again in the winter.

Main street 
funding of $52K

Efforts to spruce up the downtown 
core got a small boost as Woolwich 
learned it will receive $52,000 from 
the Ontario Main Street Revitalization 
Initiative (OMSRI).

The provincial funding can be 
used for a variety of projects, from 

beautification to infrastructure, that 
help improve a municipality’s main 
street. 

Meeting this week, council agreed 
to enter into a deal with Association 
of Municipalities of Ontario, which is 
administering the program on behalf 
of OMSRI.

The funding is based on population, a 
portion of the $26 million the province 
has allocated to the initiative.

New paramedic 
HQ a go in region

Construction on a new paramedics 
services headquarters for the Region 

of Waterloo was scheduled to begin 
today. The contract for constructing 
the new headquarters, which will be 
located in the Township of Wilmot at 
1001 Erbs Rd., was awarded to Magil 
Construction Ontario Inc. for the sum of 
$18 million. Additional costs associated 
with the project will bring the total 
cost up to $21 million.

The new headquarters will be used 
alongside the current headquarters 
in Cambridge, which is currently 
over capacity of staff and vehicles, 
explained Stephen Van Valkenburg, 
chief of the Region of Waterloo 
paramedics services.

“So the new station is actually going 

to be our north division, so we’re 
going to have a north and a south 
division when it gets built,” explained 
Van Valkenburg. “So half of our staff 
will come here, half of our staff will 
go to the north station, pick up their 
vehicle, and start their shift there and 
be deployed from there.”

The new building will be 48,500 
sq. ft. and set to include garage for 
emergency vehicles, logistics and 
administration. The centre is expected 
to be built and operational by No-
vember 2019, and once completed 
is expected to give the paramedics 
service enough capacity for at least the 
next 15 years.
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12:00 AM | A driver entered a 
RIDE checkpoint in the Township of 
Perth East where a member of the 
Perth County OPP formed grounds 
to suspect that he had consumed 
alcohol.  An approved screening 
device was used, which registered 
a fail result. The driver was arrested 
and transported to an OPP detach-
ment for further testing. As a result, 
a 42-year-old Huron East man was 
charged with ‘driving with more 
than 80 milligrams of alcohol in 
blood.’ His vehicle was towed and 
impounded, and a driver’s licence 
suspension was imposed.  He was 

later released on a Promise to 
Appear and is scheduled to appear 
in court at a later date.

3:00 PM | Perth County OPP 
responded to a two-vehicle colli-
sion occurred on Perth Line 37.  A 
passenger car travelling eastbound 
on Perth Line 37 encountered a 
sport utility vehicle (SUV) as it ap-
proached the intersection of Perth 
Road 108.  The SUV made a turn 
onto Perth Road 108, reportedly 
cutting off the passenger car. The 
car left the roadway, colliding with 
a hydro pole. Emergency respond-
ers at the scene transported the 

vehicle occupants to hospital with 
minor injuries.  The SUV failed to 
remain at the scene. The SUV has 
been described as a pearl white, 
newer model Jeep Cherokee. Perth 
County OPP are looking to speak 
with the driver, and are asking 
anyone with information to contact 
police immediately.  Anyone with 
information is asked to call 1-888-
310-1122. Should you wish to remain 
anonymous, call Crime Stoppers at 
1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or submit 
a secure web-tip at www.pc-
crimestoppers.ca/, where you may 
be eligible to receive a cash reward 
of up to $2,000.

J U N E  1 7

9:00 AM | Members of the 
Wellington County OPP were con-
ducting a RIDE check on Sideroad 
4, Inverhaugh. While speaking 
with the male driver of a grey 
sedan, officers formed the opinion 
that he was under the influence of 
alcohol. A roadside screening test 
was conducted that resulted in a 
fail. He was arrested and brought 
to a local OPP operations centre 
for further testing, after which 
the 47-year-old Elora man was 
charged with ‘driving with over 80 
mgs of alcohol in 100mL of blood.’ 
A 90-day Administrative Driver’s 
Licence Suspension (A.D.L.S.) and 
seven-day vehicle impoundment 
were initiated as per statute. He 
is scheduled to appear in Guelph 
Court on July 10. 

ment range of $14,150 to 
$295,500 are paying the 
minimum amount of $312. 
There are two properties 
that are currently paying 
the maximum of $3,121 
and their assessment 
range is from $4,330,500 
to $4,619,000. The re-
maining  properties are 

good friends,” added stu-
dent Crystal Haycock. “We 
knew Jacob was a very car-
ing person in our class who 
supported his family as best 
he could. So we thought we 
would show the same sup-
port.”

While teachers and staff 
have voiced their support, 
the efforts have all been 
entirely student-run. 

“This has all been the 
Grade 12 students support-
ing the family,” said Deb 

that’s fitting for seniors,” 
he said. “We feel seniors 
are the best fit.”

The project grew from 
an idea some 30 years ago 
that seniors’ housing was a 
community need for those 
wishing to downsize from 
their homes by remain in 
Breslau, he added, noting 
the church has a waiting 

list of some 30 people who 
are interested if the project 
goes ahead.

Though much more 
sparsely attended than 
a public meeting in Feb-
ruary, Tuesday night’s 
session heard from some 
neighbours with concerns, 
while others sent email 
comments.

Starlight Avenue resident 
Kristen Baskerville stressed 

APARTMENT: 30 year project gets the go-ahead
FROM | 3 that concerns remain about 

safety and privacy. Called 
on the township to ensure 
the project has “the least 
amount of negative impact 
on those residents there 
already.”

Other issues, such as 
grading, fencing and light-
ing, will be addressed 
when the project moves 
to the site-plan approval 
stage, noted Vink.

BIA: Group proposes a 300% area tax increase
FROM | 3 paying based on their as-

sessment with an average 
amount being $875, noted 
Woolwich deputy clerk 
Jeff Smith in a report to 
council.

Following council’s 
decision, the township 
will send out registered 
letters to each of the prop-
erty owners within the BIA 
catchment area. Once in 

receipt of the letters outlin-
ing the proposal, property 
owners will have 60 days to 
respond in writing. If one-
third of owners represent-
ing a third of the assessed 
value object, the project 
would die. Otherwise, the 
township could go ahead 
with the plan, likely by 
mid-September, Smith 
said.

GOFUNDME: EDSS students rally for family
FROM | 3 Duimering, a teacher at 

EDSS. “It would be great if 
the community could help 
out with that, that would be 
awesome.”

The school year is nearly 
finished for the students, 
however they still found 
time to give it their all.

“We’re almost at the end 
of classes,” said Duimering. 
“[Wednesday] is the last day 
of classes. They got this in 
very quickly, because after 
that it’s exams, so it’s not 
the regular student body so 
you guys got this together 

very quickly. Even figuring 
out the GoFundMe page 
would have been difficult.”

The truck that hit Pe-
ters on the highway near 
Vandalia, IL fled the scene. 
Police report they arrested 
a 60-year-old Missouri 
man two days later in Ohio, 
charging him with failure to 
report an accident involv-
ing a death. 

Anyone interested in 
learning more or contribut-
ing can visit the GoFundMe 
page at www.gofundme.
com/peterfamilyfunding.
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A BRESLAU APARTMENT BUILDING ap-
proved this week by Woolwich council will 
not be as troublesome as neighbours fear it 
will. Likewise, it’s not going to be the boon 
those selling the project claim. 

The underlying argument for the 78-unit apartment 
building is to allow seniors to stay in the community even 
if they choose to downsize from the single-family homes 
that are the norm in Breslau. But this is not a seniors’ 
complex, so there’s no control over who rents the units. 
While instigated by the Breslau Mennonite Church, this is 
a private venture, launched with profit in mind. 

It’s a safe bet that there will be seniors who opt to live 
there, especially those associated with the church. Those 
numbers alone aren’t likely to be profitable. The devel-
oper will want to fill the apartments as quickly as possible 
with those willing to part with the rent money. There may 
well be a demand for rentals in the village that is cur-
rently going unmet.

The larger hurdle for a focus on seniors’ housing is the 
same one to be found in all smaller communities: there 
are no nearby amenities, meaning that people who live 
in such buildings will continue to rely on their personal 
vehicles for everything from grocery shopping to medical 
appointments, the latter being on average a larger part of 
the daily lives of seniors.

Such issues are already a concern for housing in Elmira, 
which has more services than anything available in Bre-
slau today and for the foreseeable future, despite large 
growth projections. There may well be some additional 
retail, business and service opportunities down the road, 
but not in time to meet the demands of those seeking 
housing today ... and certainly not in the kind of distances 
envisioned by those pushing for walkable communities.

Transit is another concern. To be sure, there are those 
pushing for Grand River Transit to extend service into 
Breslau despite the failure of the service to catch on in the 
more populous stretch between Elmira and Waterloo, but 
that’s neither practical nor an expense worth discussing.

An aging population presents many challenges to gov-
ernment services, from federal health care and income 
assistance right through to municipal programming. Into 
that environment, it makes sense that residents will need 
a greater range of services and access to them. Smaller 
communities such as Woolwich just aren’t equipped for 
that, nor is it likely they’ll ever be. 

Much as newcomers to the country end up in larger 
urban centres because they are a huge draw on social ser-
vices, seniors will find disadvantages to staying in small 
communities. It’s not feasible for Woolwich to have the 
full range of offerings – from medical care to shopping 
amenities – that can be found in, say, Kitchener, which 
itself doesn’t have the resources of Toronto. 

A township report on age-friendly communities notes, 
senior residents would like to be able to walk to a grocery 
store, by way of example, as a means of staying in the 
township’s smaller communities. That’s just not going 
to happen in places like Breslau, Conestogo or Maryhill 
– the government isn’t going to get into the supermarket 
business. 

The Breslau Mennonite Church project may have mer-
its as an apartment building in a community short on 
rental options, but the seniors’ angle is not a real selling 
feature.

Market to decide 
who’ll rent those 
new Breslau units

There are actually 
fewer migrants crossing 
the Mediterranean and 
landing in European Union 
countries this year than 
in any other recent year: 
only 37,000 so far, although 
the flow will increase with 
good summer weather. 
But they are neverthe-
less the ‘last straw’ as far 
as some EU countries are 
concerned. Patience is run-
ning out.

Last week Italy’s new 
populist government 
stopped a ship that had 
just rescued 630 African 
migrants from the usual 
overloaded, sinking boats 
from coming into any Ital-
ian port. “Saving lives is a 
duty, turning Italy into a 
huge refugee camp is not,” 
said Matteo Salvini, Italy’s 
Deputy Prime Minister, in a 
tweet. “Italy is done bend-
ing over backwards and 
obeying – this time THERE 
IS SOMEONE WHO SAYS 
NO.”

Eventually the even new-
er socialist government of 
Spain volunteered to take 

Europe borders are closing to migrants with worse to come
the migrants instead, al-
though they had to endure 
several more days on open 
decks in poor weather be-
fore reaching Valencia. But 
it may have been a once-
only gesture: the Spanish 
are feeling very put upon 
too.

Around two million mi-
grants have entered Europe 
claiming to be refugees 
since 2014, which doesn’t 
sound like an unbearable 
burden. After all, the EU 
has 500 million citizens. 
Turkey, with only 80 mil-
lion people, has taken in 
about two million Syr-
ian refugees. Heroic little 
Lebanon has let in about 
the same number, which is 
equal to almost half its own 
native population.

But there are three fac-
tors that aggravate the situ-
ation in Europe. One is that 
the refugees in Lebanon 
have the same language, 
culture and religion as 
most of the Lebanese 
themselves. Even in Turkey 
they tick two of the three 
boxes. Whereas the ones 
who reach Europe don’t 
tick any of those boxes.

The second exacerbating 
factor  is that only a few 
of the EU’s 28 countries 
are carrying almost all of 

the burden: Italy, Spain 
and Greece, where the 
migrant boats arrive, and 
Germany, which took in 
almost a million migrants 
in the single year of 2015. 
(That generous act is prob-
ably what cost Chancellor 
Angela Merkel a clear vic-
tory in last year’s election 
and forced her to cobble 
together a shaky coalition 
instead.)

The final factor is that 
many of the migrants – 
maybe as many as half – 
aren’t traditional refugees 
fleeing war or persecution. 
They are simply people 
who hope for a better life in 
Europe than the one they 
left behind, and are willing 
to face great risks and hard-
ships to get it.

About half the people on 
the migrant ship that Italy 
turned away, for example, 
were from Nigeria or Su-
dan. Neither country is at 
war, and Nigeria is actu-
ally a democracy. Even the 
great wave of Syrian refu-
gees in 2015 was made up 
of people who were already 
safe, in Turkey or else-
where, but chose to keep 
going because Europe was 
richer and freer. 

So the humanitarian 
impulse is blunted by cyni-

cism about the migrants’ 
motives, and the very un-
equal distribution of the 
migrant burden among 
the various EU member 
states breeds conflict both 
between and inside those 
countries. The politics is 
already getting poisonous 
– and this is only a dress 
rehearsal for the real mi-
grant apocalypse, which is 
not due for another decade 
or two.

Even now many of the 
‘economic migrants’ are 
really climate refugees, 
although they would prob-
ably not use that phrase 
themselves. The family 
farm dried up and blew 
away, and there are no jobs 
in the local towns, so some 
family member has to go to 
Europe, find a job and send 
cash home.

This phenomenon is 
going to get a lot bigger. 
Global average tempera-
ture reached one degree 
C higher than the pre-
industrial average just last 
year, and it is bound to rise 
at least another half-degree 
even if we do everything 
right starting tomorrow 
morning. It may rise a lot 
more.

DYER | 8

Shopping in downtown cores may not be what it used to be for a host of reasons ...
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Tribunal decision a challenge to Woolwich’s assumptions about downtown

Charged with being an 
improvement on the pro-
vincial agency it replaced, 
the Environment & Land 
Tribunals Ontario process 
is supposed to be more at-
tentive to local planning 
decisions. Its predecessor, 
the Ontario Municipal 
Board, was notorious for 
overriding municipal 
councils in favour of devel-
opers, no matter how bad 
the project was – there are 
plenty of (poorly policed) 
gravel pits and woeful con-
do projects to attest to that. 

In the first decision 
under the new format to 
hit Woolwich, the Local 
Planning Appeal Tribunal 
(LPAT) has sided with ... 
the developer. (To be fair, it 
was decided under the old 
OMB guidelines, consid-
ered a “legacy” hearing.)

In this case, however, 
that’s not necessarily a bad 
thing. 

The case involves a pro-
posed expansion of the 
Foodland plaza in Elmira’s 
south end. Skyline Retail 

Real Estate Holdings has 
been looking to add more 
offerings at the location, 
only to be rebuffed by the 
township. It was the same 
response previous owner 
Sobeys Capital Inc. got 
from Woolwich.

The township’s objec-
tions centre on protect-
ing downtown Elmira, 
based on the assumption 
that new retail should be 
funneled into the core. 
Even if you agree with the 
premise – and it’s a tough 
sell – there’s the issue of 
accommodating the chang-
ing nature of retail in the 
core of Elmira, or any other 
municipality’s downtown 
area, for that matter.

As the tribunal’s report 
indicates, development at 
the Foodland site requires 
a minimum floor space of 
7,500 square feet, and there 
are precious few suitable 
locations in downtown 
Elmira for retail space that 
size, let alone for the much 
larger footprint of today’s 
big box stores. 

The township’s argu-
ment is not new, nor is it 
alone in voicing it. Mu-
nicipalities generally fret 
over their downtown areas, 
some with more cause than 

others. A downward trend 
is the norm across the con-
tinent. Woolwich has heard 
this argument in relation 
to grocery stores – plan-
ners would still prefer to 
see a supermarket in the 
core rather than the way 
things have evolved – and 
with the power centre in St. 
Jacobs, over which there 
was handwringing about 
the impact on the cores of 
both Elmira and Waterloo, 
with varying amounts of 
credibility.

With this latest develop-
ment there is concern, of 
course, about the potential 
impact on the downtown 
core. There will be one, just 
as the growth of shopping 
malls and, later, big box 
developments undoubt-
edly had an impact on cit-
ies everywhere – you need 
look no further than our 
neighbours Cambridge, 
Kitchener and Waterloo.

The reality is, however, 
that we want something 
different in our shopping 
habits. Malls, with dozens 
or hundreds of stores un-
der one roof and plenty 
of parking, offer decided 
advantages, not the least 
of which is shelter from 
the weather. And, in recent 

years, the superstore phe-
nomenon has caught fire. 
You can bet that plenty of 
people from Elmira, not to 
mention the rest of Wool-
wich and Wellesley town-
ships, do their shopping at 
those facilities in the afore-
mentioned cities.

Space considerations 
alone preclude those 
kinds of shopping experi-
ences from being offered 
in downtown cores – in 
Elmira’s case, it’s easy to 
look around and see that 
big-box retail, for instance, 
would find no home there. 
Yet most of us are voting 
with our dollars to shop at 
those other spots ... when 
we’re not shopping online, 
a much more recent threat 
to traditional bricks-and-
mortar retail, and not just 
in downtowns.

By bringing some of that 
flavour to Elmira’s south 
end there is an opportu-
nity to keep some of that 
trade in this community, 
as developers have reiter-
ated. That doesn’t alleviate 
the pressures seen on the 
downtowns of just about 
every community, but 
ideally the cores evolve 
to provide the kind of of-
ferings that draw people 

there, from specialty retail 
to restaurants and enter-
tainment – precisely the 
kind of outcome, as yet un-
fulfilled, that has prompted 
Kitchener to spend mil-
lions in its core, much of it 
to no avail.

Woolwich has nothing 
like that kind of money to 
spend downtown; it will be 
up to the private sector to 
make the investment. Past 
core reviews identified the 
goal: attractive, pedestrian-
friendly streetscapes, in-
cluding trees, green spaces, 
flowers, benches and 
trails and amenities such 
as restaurants are what 
residents want from their 
downtowns. Some of that 
has been taken on by the 
downtown BIA, in conjunc-
tion with a township green-
ing strategy. Add to that 
this week’s announcement 
of $52,000 in provincial 
funding under the Ontario 
Main Street Revitalization 
Initiative.

The protection of down-
town cores is a Woolwich 
priority, but a focus shared 
by most municipalities, 
at least on paper. Growth 
policies, for instance, often 
have core areas as a key 
player in curtailing sprawl. 

On the growth and ex-
pansion front, the region 
has its growth manage-
ment strategy in place, 
calling for fewer greenfield 
developments and more in-
tensification in the down-
town cores of the three cit-
ies, Cambridge, Kitchener 
and Waterloo. Attached to 
that goal is the light rail 
transit scheme designed to 
encourage public transit 
over private automobiles.

While the rail line may in 
theory eventually extend to 
St. Jacobs and Elmira, the 
intensification plan doesn’t 
particularly apply to the 
townships, where much of 
the residential growth is 
typical single-family sub-
urban homes.

Breslau, of course, rep-
resents the most dramatic 
changes in the offing. With 
two subdivisions represent-
ing some 1,000 new homes 
almost built-out and 
hundreds of acres of land 
awaiting more residential 
and industrial develop-
ment, the village is likely to 
be completely altered over 
the next two decades.

The projected growth is 
precisely why the town-

What’s your favourite summer activity?

“Swimming!”

 » Daniel Pouhossein

“Lying by the pool.”

 » Kerstin Dupuis

“Watching my grandkids.”

 » Maryann Novakowski

“I’m a big fan of cycling.”

 » Claud Siadaczka

“Soccer!” 

 » Greg Kurowski

“Most European leaders are still trying to balance the immediate humanitarian concern against that long-term strategic perspective...” Gwynne Dyer | 6
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Like others, Europeans 
losing patience with migrants
FROM | 6

 » Canadian Internet Registration Authority (CIRA)

are pleased to announce the
merger of their practices in
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& Cynthia Hastings

Real Estate Purchases, Sales and 
Mortgages

Wills, Powers of Attorney and Estates

Criminal, Family and Civil Litigation

Corporate Law, Business Transactions 
and Restructuring
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21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

The subtropical parts of 
the world, including the 
parts near Europe – the 
Middle East and the north-
ern part of the African 
continent – already have 
hot, relatively dry climates. 
Global warming will make 
them hotter and dryer still, 
and cut sharply into food 
production. These regions 
also have by far the highest 
rates of population growth 
on the planet.

The time will almost 
certainly come when large 
parts of the Middle East 
and Africa north of the 
equator will be unable to 
feed all their people, and 
far larger numbers than 
now will abandon their 
homes and head for Eu-
rope. Nobody talks about 

this in public, but every 
European government that 
does serious long-term 
planning is well aware of it.

This vision of the future 
colours every decision they 
make about migrants even 
now, for the tougher-mind-
ed among them know that 
the borders will eventually 
have to be closed even if 
it means leaving people to 
die.

Most European leaders 
are still trying to balance 
the immediate humanitar-
ian concern against that 
long-term strategic per-
spective, but they are grad-
ually losing the struggle. 
And some, like the Polish, 
Hungarian and Austrian 
governments, and now the 
Italian government as well, 
have effectively decided to 
close the borders now.

74% of Canadians spend at least 3-4 hours online per day; 52% of 
Canadians have five or more internet-connected devices in their 
home; the use of a mobile device to make an online purchase has 
increased to 40% in 2018 from just 12% in 2014; 77% of Canadians are 
concerned about cyber attacks against organizations that may have 
access to their personal information, 81% are concerned about the 
security of their personal information held by government.

 » Ontario Information and Privacy Commissioner Brian Beamish is calling for a 
number of legislative changes to enhance both access to information and protection of 
privacy in Ontario

“Recent events have illuminated how political parties collect and 
use personal information to target individuals in specific and 
unique ways for political gain. Digital tools amass extensive 
amounts of personal information from diverse sources, frequently 
without the knowledge or consent of the individual.  These 
increasingly sophisticated big data practices raise new privacy and 
ethical concerns and the need for greater transparency is evident.”   

 » From the June 21, 2003 edition of The Observer

It’s all for one and one for all in a Breslau subdivision after 
Woolwich council voted this week to bill residents equally for 
improvements to their water service. Some 97 property owners in 
the Elroy Acres section will pay about $9,200 each as their share of 
the project, nearing completion at a total cost of $ 1.7 million. T he 
work connected the homes, formerly on a privately owned 
communal system, to municipal water services.

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from June 25th – June 30th

Store Made

$14.99 REG. PRICE
$15.99 ea

Store Made 12x4oz
Beef

Burgers

Smoked 
Pork Chops

New York
Striploin Steaks

Store Made
Maple Smoked 

Bacon
REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb

$5.99

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$12.99

Store Made

Great Canadian 
Smoked Sausage

Store Made
Regular or Hot 

Pepperstix (24 pc.)

$7.99 REG. PRICE
$8.99 /ea

Store Made

REG. PRICE
$13.99 /lb

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb$5.49

REG. PRICE
$5.69 /lb

$4.99

KANNON: Consumers leading 
the change in retail options
FROM | 7

ship undertook the Breslau 
secondary plan: it will only 
get one shot at establishing 
a roadmap before things 
start changing. There’s also 
the boundary rationaliza-
tion plan now under con-
struction.

The mixed-use develop-
ment proposed for the east 
side of Breslau is the type 
of project – combining 
residential, commercial, 
industrial and retail uses 
within walking distance 
of each other – that is now 
touted as the standard 
to combat the suburban 
sprawl that has shaped the 

way we live for the past five 
or six decades.

In that time, we’ve seen a 
number of changes to how 
we live, work and go about 
our business, including 
how we shop. Technology 
has vastly accelerated the 
change. When it comes to 
choosing how and where 
we shop, we’ve voted with 
our wallets. Anyone still 
opposed to the changes 
brought on by the likes of 
power centre development 
and the potential moves 
following the LPAT deci-
sion in Woolwich – or to 
the type of retail it repre-
sents – is free to make the 
same kind of vote.
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR RANKS

Elmira twins heading off in 
different hockey pursuits
Cy Martin to join Rockland Nationals jr A team, while Josh heads to St. Marys Lincolns jr B squad

FAISAL ALI

GALEA |  11

OPEN
COUNTRY

Preparing 
mentally 
for the bass 
season

RIGHT NOW, ACROSS THE 
province, bass season is 
open or on the verge of 
opening. This is a very 
special time of year for 
bass anglers and, as you 
would expect for any major 
religious holiday, there is 
much to do before we can 
celebrate.

Most new anglers think 
that preparation for a new 
bass season is about get-
ting tackle boxes organized 
and sneaking in new gear, 
such as a bass boat, into the 
house or garage. 

Certainly, that’s part of 
it. 

The more important 
part is mental preparation, 
however. 

If you do not prepare 
yourself mentally for any 
eventuality, you won’t be 
able to control your tears 
when the new angler you 
take out catches a 5-pound-
er on a lure that you just 
insisted would not work. 

Mental preparation for 
bass fishing is what makes 
the difference between a 
good day and a bad one. 
For instance, when I go out 
on opening day, the first 
thing I say to my buddy is 
“It doesn’t matter if I catch 
any fish at all; it’s just great 
being out here.”

And while everyone 
knows I am lying, that 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

ELMIRA BROTHERS CY 
AND Josh Martin are taking 
their talents on the ice to 
the next level this coming 
season. After playing the 
past year on the Alliance-
winning Waterloo Wolves 
major midget AAA team, 
the twin 17-year-olds are 
heading off in separate 
directions to pursue a joint 
passion in hockey.

It’s a significant depar-
ture for two brothers, who 
have often found them-
selves on the same side 
of the arena. Cy Martin, a 
goalie, will be joining the 
Rockland Nationals junior 
A team in the upcoming 
season, while Josh, a cen-
tre, is joining the St. Marys 
Lincolns junior B squad.

“It’s a town a bit smaller 
than Elmira, but it’s a nice 
place and they have a good 
fan base,” said Josh of his 
team’s hometown. “They 
get a decent amount of fans 
every game, and looking 
forward we’re going to be 
a young, fast team. And 
I’m just looking forward 

FAISAL ALI

FROM THE QUIET AND 
landlocked town of Elmira, 
few might ever expect a 
prodigy beach volleyball 
player would rise to the 
world stage. For one, there 
is very little beachfront 
available to engender that 
kind enthusiasm. For an-
other, indoor beach volley-

ball facilities are few and 
far between in these parts.

But challenging those 
expectations is local vol-
leyball star Judah Verbeek. 
At 16 years old, the young 
Elmira athlete is punching 
above his proverbial weight 
by competing at the Nan-
jing U19 World Beach Vol-
leyball Championships in 
China next month as part 

of Team Canada.
It’s a huge milestone 

for Verbeek, elevating the 
young athlete to the global 
arena.

“Oh, it’s big,” agreed 
Greg Simone, head coach 
of the U18 Team Ontario 
Black beach volleyball 
team, of which Verbeek is a 
member. Simone will be ac-
companying Verbeek to the 

Nanjing games this year to 
lend his support. “This is 
like the first stepping stone 
that athletes get to have 
for international volleyball 
play.”

It’s not every day that a 
young sportsman can take 
on some of the world’s 
greatest players several 

to playing there next year, 
and hopefully have a good 
year.”

For St. Marys Lincolns 
general manager Jim 
MacEachern, signing Josh 
onto the team was a no-

Brothers Josh and Cy Martin will be playing for the St. Marys Lincolns and Rockland Nationals junior teams, respectively, in the upcoming 
season. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Have fun in the sun, 
but be safe!

It’s HOT. Follow these steps and stay cool!
• Don’t wait until you are thirsty to start drinking fluids.
• Carry a drink bottle and drink regularly.
• Drink BEFORE you get in the heat.
• Limit caffeine and alcohol intake.
• Take breaks and don’t overdo it.
• Drink an electrolyte drink.
• Wear a hat and get out the sunscreen.A message from your friends at SOS Physiotherapy!
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brainer. MacEachern was 
actually the coach on the 
Wolves midget team in the 
last season before moving 
on to the Lincolns, and so 
got to see both of the broth-
ers in action.

“I got to know Josh very 
well as a person and a 
hockey player, and I think 
quite highly of him. I think 
he’s going to be a good ju-
nior B hockey player for a 
lot of years,” said MacEach-

ern.
“So when he said he 

was willing to come to 
St. Marys, we were pretty 
happy with that.”

Both brothers have a year 
left of high school to com-
plete, and with St. Marys 
only an hour out of Elmira, 
Josh plans to continue at-
tending EDSS for his final 
year and commute.

Cy meanwhile will be 
heading to Rockland, a 
community east of Ottawa.

“I’ll be moving there – I’ll 
be billeting there. I’m pret-
ty excited for that as well. 
I think we’re going to be 
a good team. I know they 
made the playoffs last year, 
and I think we can be better 
this year too, so I’m looking 
forward,” said Cy.

The brothers started 
playing the sport since they 
were about 5 years old with 
the Woolwich Wildcats and 
found they had a natural 
affinity for it. Eventually, as 
they advanced in the divi-
sions towards AAA, they 
moved over to the Wolves.

TWINS  |  10

Elmira volleyball player heading to China as part of Team Canada

VOLLEYBALL | 10Judah Verbeek
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Did you know some weeds can harm 
livestock, crops and even people?
The main purpose of the Weed Control Act is to reduce the impact of these 
poisonous weeds that might be on your property. 

Under the Weed Control Act, you are required to destroy all noxious weeds. Be 
a good neighbour and read Weed Control Act at www.e-laws.gov.on.ca then 
properly weed by removing and/or destroying all harmful species.

Noxious weeds may be destroyed by the following methods:
a. pulling or otherwise removing plants from the soil;
b. cutting the roots or stalks before the seeds have properly developed;
c. cultivating the soil in which the plants are growing;
d. treating with a herbicide that destroys the weeds, prevents growth 

or ripening of seeds.

With the exception of Giant Hogweed and Poison Ivy, the Region of Waterloo 
strongly encourages methods a) through c) to control noxious weeds.

Enforcement of the Weed Control Act in the townships of North Dumfries, 
Wellesley, Wilmot and Woolwich is carried out by Region of Waterloo Area Weed 
Inspectors. In the cities of Cambridge, Waterloo and Kitchener it is carried out  
by Municipal Weed Inspectors. 

For more information on noxious weeds please visit:
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/en/regional-government/ 
by-law-enforcement.aspx  or  www.omafra.gov.on.ca 

Notice to residents and  
property owners regarding
noxious weeds 2018

“We played some soccer 
when we were younger too, 
but just being in Ontario 
and Canada, hockey is such 
a big sport, you kind of just 
start playing it if you like it. 
There’s just so much oppor-
tunity to just keep playing 
and having fun and moving 
up the levels,” said Josh.

“I think a big thing was 
all our friends played 
hockey and we enjoyed it 
and we had a good team go-
ing in Woolwich. When we 
were really young we won 
a few championships in 
Woolwich. ... And just after 
getting a taste of that, you 
just wanted more. So we 
just kept playing hockey, 
just kept having fun,” 
added Cy.

With the two sharing a 

lot of time on the ice to-
gether, the Martin brothers 
have had a knack for egging 
each other on.

“It gets pretty competi-
tive. If he doesn’t do some-
thing right I’ll give him a 
little advice, stuff like that. 
But it’s pretty good. It’s 
nice having just someone 
you can talk to all the time 
about hockey. Like if you 
come home from a bad 
game and you just want to 
talk to one of your team-
mates, you got one right 
there,” said Cy.

“It’s being there for each 
other,” he added. “I think 
we’ve always kind of been 
there for each other, so it’s 
nice to have that. So next 
year I’m not sure how I’ll 
cope with that, but I think 
it’ll be fine as well. But it 
should be interesting.”

TWINS: On different paths now 
to the same hockey goal
FROM 9

years older than him. But 
for the already 6’5” 16-year-
old, with potentially still 
bit more room to grow, 
Verbeek found he was able 
more than match his older 
opponents despite the age 
difference.

“We just went to the 
[19U] trials – like the tour-
nament to qualify – just 
because we thought we’d 
give it a shot. And we actu-
ally did pretty good,” said 
Verbeek.

Verbeek and his beach 
volleyball partner Max Losi-

VOLLEYBALL: Young Elmira athlete’s skills have caught the eye of the national program 
FROM 9 er did not rank high enough 

to make the main draw, 
however, and will have to 
compete at a qualification 
tournament in China before 
being able to move on to the 
main draw at the U19 cham-
pionships. The Verbeek/
Losier duo will be playing 
against 23 other teams to 
compete for a minimum of 
five spots in the 19U cham-
pionships proper.

Verbeek began playing 
volleyball five years ago, 
starting off at a recreation 
camp and moving on 
quickly to rep. volleyball. 
Indoor volleyball was how 

Verbeek was first intro-
duced to the sport, and it 
was not until last year that 
he extended his talents to 
the beach.

“I went to a camp in the 
summer, and it was just for 
fun because I wanted to 
try it out. And then one of 
the coaches that I should 
play in ... rep. volleyball,” 
explained Verbeek.

He played the sport 
mostly as a recreational 
aside, but it was only re-
cently that he began to re-
ally pursue it with a stead-
fast determination.

“The first three years I 

kind of just played, but I 
didn’t really train. Then 
the last two years I started 
training, and I’ve gone 
pretty far in it, so I might 
as well keep going,” he 
said. That’s meant a mas-
sive amount of time on the 
courts, at the gym, and, in 
those spare moments of the 
day in between, catching 
up on missed school time 
and hitting the books.

The extra work paid off 
when last year Verbeek 
made the Team Ontario 
U16 beach volleyball team. 
He did so well during his 
time there and improved 

so much that this year he 
qualified again this year 
for the provincial team – 
only now in an age bracket 
much above his own.

“He’s playing up in 18U,” 
noted Verbeek’s mother, 
Hanneke Verbeek, with 
some pride. “He could play 
U16, but they thought it 
would be better, more com-
petitive, for him to play 
U18.”

The Beach Volleyball U19 
World Championships will 
be kicking off next month 
and run from July 9 to July 
16. For Verbeek, the rising 
star athlete, the experience 

is sure to be a literal game 
changer.

“This is like the first taste 
of what are other countries 
doing, and what’s their 
style of play, and the level 
that they’re at, and how 
can they get to that level as 
well,” said coach Simone.

“So just seeing that level 
of competition and playing 
at that level of competi-
tion, when he comes back 
to Canada and to Ontario, 
you train at that level and 
you compete to that level,” 
he adds. “The limit of what 
you thought volleyball was 
changes.”

Judah Verbeek, 16, will be taking on his largest challenge yet at the beach volleyball U19 
World Championships in Nanjing, China, starting July 9. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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statement is still better 
than the alternative: “It 
doesn’t matter if I catch 
any fish at all, so long as 
you don’t too.”

Part of the psychological 
regimen I’d recommend is 
preparing for the eventual-
ity, nay certainty, that the 
person I’m with will catch a 
bigger fish.

To desensitize myself to 

this scenario, I have spent 
hours prior to the season 
looking at Facebook post-
ings from previous opening 
days that show my buddies 
holding a big bass while I 
am doing my best to look 
happy for them – which is 
no small feat from a fetal 
position. I do this until 
there’s no more tears to 
give.

Conversely, I also pre-
pare for the off chance that 

I will catch the biggest fish 
of the day. The idea here 
is to do it in a nonchalant, 
heck, almost noble man-
ner. I have been working on 
this a lot of late, as the jig 
I did three years ago was a 
little too undignified. Plus, 
it almost tipped the canoe 
– which, again, would not 
have been so bad had it not 
been already tied to the 
roof of the SUV.

Another bit of mental 

preparation important to 
the bass angler is the abil-
ity to walk calmly out of 
the lake, back up the boat 
launch, and through the 
crowds with your head 
held high, as you advance 
towards your truck to get 
the plug you forgot to put 
in your boat.

If you do not prepare 
for this and have a witty 
statement like, “Now that I 
have washed out the inside 

of my boat, it’s time to go 
fishing,” you will probably 
lose the respect of your fel-
low anglers. 

Also you need to react ra-
tionally when your fishing 
buddy uses a fishing net 
to dislodge the hook from 
the biggest bass you have 
ever caught. If you do not 
prepare mentally, your ini-
tial impulse will be to wrap 
that net around his neck. 

I don’t think I need to 

say how wrong this is. For 
goodness sake, you are go-
ing to need that net. 

With a little foresight 
and thought given to the 
incident, however, you’ll 
understand that you need 
to do the right thing – 
which is to smile, remain 
calm and ask your fishing 
buddy to leave the boat and 
walk to shore. 

Now, if you’ll excuse me, 
I have a net to repair.

GALEA: It’s best to be well prepared for the many pitfalls, and maybe highlights, of bass season
FROM | 9

The Mohrs are hosting information events
on Nrf2 activation and its benefits every
Tuesday night in June and July from 7-8pm,
at our home in Gadshill Ontario at 2853 line 45

CALL DAVID at 519.271.0129 or EMAIL myselfcareprogram@cyg.net

MY SELF CARE PROGRAMMY SELF CARE PROGRAM
Come out and learn how to activate
your Nrf2 protein and start a new life.

Activating your Nrf2 protein, you can have extended Quality life 
and delay the disease process by .06 per year by using our programs

It was a dramatic end 
to the EDSS girls’ slo-pitch 
year as, after a near-flaw-
less season, the team fell in 
the final match to their ri-
vals from Waterloo-Oxford 
District Secondary School 
(WODSS). In a repeat of the 
last several years, the two 
teams once again faced off 
at the WCSSA champion-
ship game on June 13, with 
WODSS ultimately claim-
ing the title this year with 
an 11-6 victory.

Despite the loss though, 
it was a stellar season for 
the lady Lancers, as the 
team was short their usual 
lineup from last year.

“It was a lot of fun,” said 
team member Brittany 
Kron, right after the cham-
pionship game.

“It was my first time 
playing on the slo-pitch 
team, and I wasn’t re-
ally expecting to have as 
much fun as I did. I kind of 
wanted to get out of class 
and I had a lot of fun with 
it,” she added with a laugh. 
“And we did a lot better 
than I thought we were [go-
ing] to.”

The season was near-
flawless in fact, with the 
EDSS team losing just two 
of its 18 games over the 
season – both times against 
WODSS.

“We had a very good 
year,” noted team coach 
Brian Carter. “Going into 
the year, to be honest, the 
coaching staff, we were 
expecting it to be more of 
a rebuilding year than it 
actually was. We had a lot 
of graduating girls from the 
year before, so that meant 
we had a lot of new faces 
this year.”

About half the team 
were newcomers this year, 
but despite losing several 
old hands on the field, the 

SLO-PITCH / HIGH SCHOOL

Waterloo-Oxford gets the edge in 
budding slo-pitch rivalry with EDSS
Lady Lancers cap a strong season with an appearance in the WCSSA finals, renewing battle with WODSS

FAISAL ALI Lancers were more than 
able to keep the team’s mo-
mentum going.

“We started off really 
well, and we even went to 
a tournament at Waterloo-
Oxford, and we were the 
tournament champs. And 
then we followed that up, 
and we had a great regular 
season where we ended 
up going eight wins and 
one loss to come in second 
place,” said Carter.

“So heading into the 
playoff tournament, we 
ranked second in the play-
off tournaments – we swept 
through our pool, winning 
all of our games and then 
followed up with a tough 
semi-final victory over 
Preston to make it to the 
finals.”

This was the third year in 
a row that EDSS faced off 
against WODSS at the slo-
pitch championships, and 
the fourth consecutive year 
EDSS had qualified to the 
final round. 

“Four years ago we beat 
St. Davids to win our cham-
pionship. And then three 
years ago we actually beat 
Waterloo-Oxford to win 
our second championship,” 
said Carter.

The past two years, how-
ever, have gone to Water-
loo-Oxford, while five years 
ago, Waterloo-Oxford were 
again the champs – mean-
ing the title of slo-pitch 
champion has gone back 
and forth between the two 
schools for half a decade 
now.

“So the last five years 
it’s been three Waterloo-
Oxford, two Elmira cham-
pionships. Not only are we 
rivals,  but we are kind of 
looked up to by the rest of 
the league as the two best 
schools,” said Carter.

With the “rebuilding” al-
ready taken care of, Carter 
is more than confident that 

the team will come back 
next year even stronger.

While the girls domi-
nated at the ball diamond, 
the boys too had a good 
season, coming second in 
the year-end tournament 
June 7 before falling to 
Waterloo-Oxford in the 
semi-finals. As in the girls’ 
games, the Waterloo-Ox-
ford boys were the champi-
ons in their division.

The EDSS boys had an 
especially young team this 
year, with several players 
graduating from last year.

“We did pretty well,” said 
boys’ coach Alex Derma. 
“We did expect to be top 
four, but we did better than 
what we expected. We com-
peted against a very good 
WO team in the finals who 
ended up winning it all.

“There’s room to grow 
here. That was our as mes-
sage all year: we’re a young 
team and we’re going to 
grow,” he added, giving an 
optimistic outlook for next 
season.

After a stellar season, the EDSS girls slo 
pitch team fell in the final game June 
13 to WO. Team members are Brittany 
Kron, Karyn Reynolds, Maddy Halstead, 
Jackie Wideman, Natalie Mayer, Rachel 
Wittie, Mackenzie Beisel, Jaimee 
MacDonald, Heidi Shantz, Kara Martin and 
Rosie Martin. Coaches are Brian Carter, 
Adam Hiller and Melanie Austin. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

OLD IS NEW / FOUR-WHEEL FLASHBACK

Rollin’ out some old-school 
recreational pursuits

ADD CANADIAN CULINARY 
ACTIVISM to the list of 
unexpected consequences 
that could arise from U.S. 
President Donald Trump’s 
threat to punish Canada.

You’ll recall that imme-
diately after the G7 sum-
mit in Quebec City earlier 
this month, Trump said he 
would hit us with tariffs 
because Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau said we 
wouldn’t be pushed around 
in NAFTA negotiations.

Trump clearly doesn’t 
know we hold our sover-
eignty as dearly as Ameri-
cans hold their indepen-
dence. He doesn’t know 
we’re not going to bend 
over and be spanked by 
him, without a fight.

And he surely doesn’t 
know he’s dealing with the 
likes of Anita Stewart.

Order of Canada recipi-
ent Stewart, whose Cana-
dian culinary pedigree 
is among the finest ever, 
forecasts a new emergence 
of national pride in food 
here as a result of Trump’s 
antics. 

Stewart, one of the first 
people to widely connect 
Canadian food and Cana-
dian farmers, won’t have it. 
And she’s calling on other 

Trump 
bravado 
will prompt 
more 
Canadiana

ROBERTS | 13

Retro Rollers now off ering rollerskating activities Friday nights at the Wellesley arena

GOING RETRO | 13

BRA CLINIC
Karen Kerr, Certified Fit Specialist
.is coming back to the Elmira area.
Bras for Comfort, Fashion, Sport, Mastectomy

and Custom-Fit by LeUnique (Jeunique) 28A - 52I.

Tuesday, June 26th 11am-8pm
Wednesday, June 27th 10am-4pm
Appointments Required – Call Karen

Floradale Fire Station 
Meeting Room

50  Florapine Rd., Floradale  

w w w . b r a s g a l o r e a n d m o r e . c o m
1 - 8 7 7 - 2 6 7 - 5 6 2 9   •   5 1 9 - 9 0 1 - 0 9 1 7  ( c e l l )

Breanna Campbell
Elmira & Surrounding Areas

facebook.com/brespetsittingco
226-789-1272

Dog Walking
Pet Sitting
& more

Relax & Feel Great!

Botox and  Dermal Fillers!
Special Pricing Available! 
Until June 30th – Book Today!

www.guysanddolls.ca

112 Oriole Pkwy, Elmira

519-669-8234

VERONICA REINER

THE FAMILY-OWNED 
ROLLER SKATING club 
Retro Rollers started their 
business off on the right 
foot earlier this month 
with their opening night at 
Wellesley Arena. 

“We had two factors 
against us, one was weath-
er,” said Elaine Beck, one 
of the owners of Retro Roll-
ers, of the June 8 debut. 
“It was amazing weather 
last Friday night. And we 
really only had one week of 
advertising. So I was pleas-
antly surprised that we 
had as many people come 
out as we did. I thought 
we’d have more kids. It was 
mostly adults.” 

Residents of the town 
enjoyed the event them-
selves at the event.

“I dropped in to check 
in on my 11-year-old son 
around 7:30, then picked 
him up at 10,” said Laura 
Cook, a Wellesley resident. 
“He had a blast, some 
good, safe, local fun for 
him and a bunch of his 
friends. It was beginning 
to become difficult for us 
to find things for our kids 
to do living in our very 
small community; 
there are limited op-
tions. So this is a great 
opportunity for them to 
be together, locally, doing 
something fun and active.”

Elaine Beck and Phil-
lip Morris found the in-
spiration for the idea of 
the business at their son 
Carson’s birthday party. 

They attended Scooter’s 
Roller Palace, a roller 
skating rink in Missis-
sauga.

“We’ve always 
been looking for 
a business to run 
for ourselves,” 
explained Mor-
ris. “We went 
in there and 
started skating 
around and 
looked at each 
other and said 
‘this is it.’”

One of the vi-
sions for Retro 
Rollers is to 
bring families 
closer together 
in an activity 
that bonds 
every mem-
ber, with-
out the 
distrac-
tion of 
technol-
ogy. 

“That’s 
what we’re aim-

ing to do,” said Morris. 
“Is to get kids off their 
phones and their tablets 
and their video games and 
get them out, get them ac-

tive in something fun and 
social.”

The couple also stressed 
the importance of staying 
physically active to main-
tain health, and that roller 
skating is a fun way to 
achieve that. 

“It’s very low-impact, but 
high results,” said Beck. 

“We love that because we 
met each other from run-
ning. We were runners, 
originally. We discovered 
that this was an excellent 
exercise for us to maintain 
our physical fitness.”

“When we were doing 

Elaine Beck is one of the people behind Retro Rollers, which offers sessions Friday nights at the Wellesley 
arena. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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Canadians to join her.
“Canadians really are 

pretty polite and even quite 
diplomatic,” she says, “but 
we profoundly dislike be-
ing called names and even 
more than that, we despise 
lies, particularly when our 
farmers and manufactur-
ers are the targets.”

She says that when 
Trump’s “bent-outta-
shape politics” topple 
common sense and the 
international friendship 
that’s lasted for centuries, 
we need to realize that 

Canadian tolerance must 
change. 

Says Stewart: “It’s time 
for Canadians to celebrate 
and honour our own, to 
become more food literate 
with one simple goal – that 
is, culinary sovereignty – 
so that no nation, ever, can 
hold Canada hostage on a 
capricious political whim.”  

If you were around in 
2003, you’ll know Stewart 
has a track record for tak-
ing action for ag when the 
chips are down. That year, 
communities were devas-
tated from the BSE crisis. 

But as Stewart notes, it 

was an economic disas-
ter that did not become 
a culinary disaster. Back 
then, she rallied the beef 
industry, media, chefs, the 
University of Guelph, some 
decision makers and spon-
sors – as well as thousands 
of Canadians – and created 
the World’s Longest Bar-
becue. She called on Cana-
dians to support their beef 
sector by grilling home-
grown steaks and burgers 
at 6 p.m. on the Saturday of 
that August long weekend. 

At that point, she became 
largely responsible for help-
ing change the course of 

pride in Canadian food.
The BBQ reverberated 

across Canada and beyond. 
Ultimately, still driven by 
Stewart, it went on to be-
come Food Day Canada, 
promoting and celebrating 
the outstanding ingredi-
ents of our nation, as well 
as the people involved in 
putting such deliciousness 
onto Canadians’ plates – 
not only livestock produc-
ers, but everyone, fruit 
and vegetable producers 
included. 

Food Day Canada’s goal 
is to ensure that for at 
least one day of the year it 

will be impossible for any 
Canadian consumer, any-
where, to ignore the culi-
nary and agricultural talent 
that is part of our collective 
story. 

Stewart has relentlessly 
campaigned to have the 
August holiday weekend 
officially tied to Canadian 
food and agriculture. But 
despite the groundswell 
at the grassroots level, she 
hasn’t had much luck with 
Ottawa. 

However, she’s hope-
ful Trump’s threats will 
shake up Parliament Hill 
enough to prompt some 

action. Most lately, a long-
standing, three-year-old 
bill to support a national 
local food day, Bill C-281, 
has gone to committee, 
proposed by Kootenay-Co-
lumbia MP Wayne Stetski. 
It needs some fine tuning 
– for example, it proposes 
food day be celebrated in 
October instead of August 
– but it could be the ticket, 
especially now that our 
food system is under fire. 

No matter how the poli-
tics play out nationally or 
globally, this is the time for 
fierce loyalty and coordi-
nated action.

ROBERTS: U.S. president’s attack on Canadian ag industry could prove to be a boon for local food
FROM | 12

Home is wherever Dad is.
The Westhill is where generations gather. Where residents become family and live  
independent, socially active lives – with extra support and care just steps away.

We are home to the moments that matter.  
Call today to schedule your personal visit.

519.725.0525  |  Westhill.Sifton.com

1420 King St. North | Downtown St. Jacobs
(Garage Sale Located in our rear parking lot.)

519-664-2905

Saturday July 7, 2018 at 8:00am

UP TO 75% OFF
Houseware
& Hardware

End of
Lines

FINAL 
SALE!

Discontinued
Items

Rain or
Shine!
Cash &

Carry Only

NO EARLY
BIRDS
PLEASE

FINAL
SALE! ANNUAL

GARAGE SALE

long distances, our knees 
would hurt. You’d run for 
two to three hours, and 
your knees would be kill-
ing you,” added Morris. 
“With this, we can skate 
for three hours, and it still 
aches, but it’s not nearly 
the same kind of aches and 
pains as running. You’re 
not burning as much as 
you are when you’re run-
ning, but they say roller 
skating burns about two-
thirds of the calories as 
running.”

With June 8 being their 
first opening night, the 
owners welcome feedback 
on their social media sites 
in order to improve future 
roller sessions. Their first 
two adjustments have al-
ready been put in place.

“Obviously, with Friday 
being our first night, we 
know where we need to 
make some adjustments, 
and we have,” said Beck. 
“We’re adding more lights. 
We just got them today.

Prices for a night out of 
roller skating reflect the 
costs, she noted.

“We want to be able to 
have families out; obvi-
ously that’s one of our core 
values,” said Beck. “How-
ever we are not subsidized; 
we are paying full price for 
the facility. We’re having to 
make back what we’re pay-
ing for the facility in rental 
fees. So we have to be able 
to be careful and cautious, 
and we’re businesspeople 

in that sense.”
Another way they are 

looking to improve is 
choosing the perfect playl-
ist, which can be difficult 
to predict.

“And just working in 
on zeroing in on excel-
lent songs,” added Beck. 
“What kind of music we 
play depends on the crowd. 
If the crowd is majority 
adults, we’re going to gear 
the music towards the old 
school funk and disco. 
We want people to play 
on those memories and 
enjoy the moment; be in 
the moment. Not worry 
about things going on in 
their lives, that’s what we 
felt when we were roller 
skating, and we just really 
wanted to share that.”

Future plans for growing 
the business even further 
include creating a roller 
derby team. Roller derby 
is a contact sport that will 
add an extra competitive 
edge to roller skating. 

Rollerblades are also per-
mitted. Their next roller 
skating event is scheduled 
for June 22 from 7-10 p.m. 
For more information and 
a full schedule of events, 
visit www.retrorollers.ca.

GOING RETRO: Rolling out 
some nostalgia on Friday nights
FROM | 12

Elaine Beck, Phillip Morris 
and their children Julia and 

Carson have a little fun at the 
Wellesley arena.
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

Making more than rain out at the ranch
Drayton Entertainment tackles some universal themes in The Rainmaker, on stage at the St. Jacobs Country Playhouse

STEVE KANNON

Set on a Depression-
era ranch were a family 
struggles with a seemingly 
endless drought, The Rain-
maker certainly has drama, 
but despite the circum-
stances there are also all 
the elements for a romantic 
comedy. 

Drama, romance and 
more than a little comedy 
will be on stage next week 
when Drayton Entertain-
ment opens its latest pro-
duction at the St. Jacobs 
Country Playhouse. 

Set in a drought-ridden 
rural town in the West in 
Depression-era America, 
the play tells the story of a 
pivotal hot summer day in 
the life of spinsterish Lizzie 
Curry. Lizzie keeps house 
for her father, H.C., and 
brothers Noah and Jimmy 
on the family cattle ranch. 
She has just returned from 
a trip to visit pseudo-cous-
ins (all male), undertaken 
with the failed expectation 
that she would find a hus-
band. As their farm lan-
guishes under the devastat-
ing drought, Lizzie’s family 
worries about her marriage 
prospects more than about 
their dying cattle. A charm-
ing conman named Star-
buck arrives and promises 
to bring rain in exchange 
for $100. His arrival sets 
off a series of events that 
sweep the audience along 
with them.

“Within the family unit, 
there are these wonderful 
relationships – the comedy 
and drama are often inter-
twined,” says Jackie Musta-
kas, who plays Lizzie.

Written in the 1950s – N. 

Richard Nash’s teleplay 
opened to acclaim on 
Broadway in 1954 – and set 
at the time of the Depres-
sion, the story nonetheless 
resonates with audiences 
today, having been the 
subject of a couple of reviv-

als in the past couple of 
decades alone. 

“It’s about honesty and 
truth. Love and hope – es-
pecially about hope and 
redemption,” she says. “It’s 
a great story with a great 
message – those never get 

old.”
Though the idea of 

a woman, especially a 
younger one, being labelled 
a spinster may not be what 
it once was, Lizzie’s story is 
really about learning to be-
lieve in herself in contrast 

to expectations and what 
she may have been told, 
adds Mustakas.

“Until you learn to be-
lieve in yourself, no one else 
is going to believe in you.”

And learn to believe 
in herself is exactly what 

Jackie Mustakas as Lizzie Curry and Paul McQuillan as Bill Starbuck in the Drayton Entertainment production of The Rainmaker, which runs through July 7 in St. Jacobs. [SUBMITTED]

Lizzie does. And the au-
dience is along for the 
journey, as it is with all of 
the characters, who are all 
well-written and dealing 
with emotions and situa-

E L M I R A

S E R I E SSUNDAY CONCERT
GORE PARK, ELMIRA, 7-9 PM
FREE - BRING A LAWN CHAIR 

Sponsored by

JUNE 24 NAOMI BRISTOW 

DRAYTON | 15
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Jackie Mustakas  and Paul McQuillan 
[SUBMITTED]

Featuring:

PUBLIC HEALTH AND
EMERGENCY SERVICES

At the Elmira Farmers’ Market

A Taste of Woolwich

Saturday, June 23, 2018  •  8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Located behind the Woolwich Township office at 24 Church St. W, Elmira, ON 

9 a.m. – Play in the dirt: Edible 
Gardening 
with Andria Fromeger, Greenhouse 
Manager, St. Jacobs Country Gardens 

10 a.m. and noon – Pucker up for 
Strawberry-Rhubarb Parfaits  
with Amy Sonnenberg, RHN, RECE, 
Designed For You Nutrition

11 a.m. – Dairy Farming, Then and Now 
by Vanessa Dirksen, Dirksen Dairy Farm

www.healthywoolwich.org   
For more information call: Vivi 519-885-7170 or Joy 519-664-3534 ext. 230

Come to the Taste of Woolwich at the Elmira Farmers’ Market!
• Meet your community food producers
• Buy and taste local food (cash sales only)
• Pick up your 2018 Buy Local! Buy Fresh! Map
• Children’s activities, Mootilda the Cow, 

Pop-up playground and live animals

• Learn about beekeeping
• Free wagon rides from the Elmira 

Train Station

Photograph by Neil De Boer

Train Station

Photograph by Neil De Boer
No charge
Make it a  

family event! 

†

SUMMER NIGHTS WON’T  
LAST FOREVER, AND NEITHER  
WILL THESE DEALS.

OFFER ENDS  
JUNE 30TH

$158
LEASE BI-WEEKLY FOR

36
FOR

MONTHS

AT

APR

0.5%**

WITH $4,268 DOWN 

26 Manitou Drive, Kitchener, ON  
Tel: (519) 894-2050  |  www.geminimotors.com

Offers available until June 30, 2018. MSRP of $29,295 on 2018 Outback 4-cyl 2.5i CVT (JD225). **Lease rate of 0.5% for 36 months. Lease payments of $158 
bi-weekly with $4,268 down payment. Purchase Option $15,385 with $4,426 due on signing. Offers applicable on approved credit at participating dealers only. 
Lease based on a maximum of (20,000 km/year for 36 months), with excess charged at $0.10/km.  Leasing and financing programs available through Subaru 
Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and finance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Model shown: 2018 Outback 
6-cyl 3.6R Premier w/ Eyesight CVT (JD2PE6) with an MSRP of $42,195. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as 
shown. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. EyeSight® is a driver-assist system which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. 
See Owner’s Manual for complete. Outback and Subaru are registered trademarks. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). 
Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.atlantic.subarudealer.ca for complete program details.

tions that we still struggle 
with today, says Mustakas.

“It is quite an emotional 
rollercoaster from the start 
until the end.”

The theme revolves 
around the need for faith in 
oneself and others. To that 
end, the entire Curry family 
is eventually won over by 
the charismatic Starbuck 
such that when the rain 
does come, it’s not the most 
important happening out at 
the ranch. In the end, it’s all 
about the family relation-
ships.

Along with Mustakas’ 
Lizzie, the cast includes Paul 
McQuillan as Bill Starbuck, 
the smooth talking “rain-
maker” who arrives in town 
with big promises. McQuil-
lan has appeared in many 
Drayton Entertainment 
productions including Guys 
and Dolls, Brigadoon and 
Blood Brothers, among oth-
ers. Mustakas and McQuil-
lan have appeared together 
previously in several pro-
ductions – most recently in 
The Affections of May.

Oliver Becker makes his 
Drayton Entertainment de-
but as patriarch H.C. Curry, 
the single father with a big 
imagination. In addition to 
his considerable stage work, 
Becker has appeared on film 
and TV in the likes of Saving 
Hope, Rookie Blues, Bitten, 

Lost Girl and The Girlfriend 
Experience.

Mike Shara also makes 
his Drayton Entertainment 
debut as the oldest brother, 
Noah, who really runs the 
ranch, but never feels he 
gets any credit, resulting 
in some family tension. 
Among his stage experience, 
Shara has appeared in many 
Stratford Festival produc-
tions including Macbeth, 
Love’s Labour’s Lost, and 
Hamlet. Gregory Pember is 
the younger more idealistic 
brother Jimmy, who is not 
quite as hardworking as his 
sibling. Pember appeared as 
one of the gangsters in The 
Drowsy Chaperone earlier 
this season; audiences may 

also recognize him from 
Rock of Ages and Beauty 
and the Beast last fall.

Thom Marriott is Sher-
iff Thomas, with Jeffrey 
Wetsch as Deputy File. 
Marriott has appeared 
in productions all across 
North America including 
The Philadelphia Story for 
Theatre Calgary and Saint 
Joan for Chicago Shake-
speare Theater, among 
others. Audiences may 
recognize Wetsch from 
his roles in Deathtrap and 
Tuesdays with Morrie 
with Drayton Entertain-
ment, among many other 
roles at theatres across 
the country. Both Marriott 
and Wetsch appeared in 
last season’s production of 
Death of a Salesman.

“It’s apparent how 
much these people care 
about each other, but they 
just have a hard time say-
ing it,” says Mustakas of 
the family at the centre of 
the story. 

The Drayton Entertain-
ment production of The 
Rainmaker runs through 
July 7 at the St. Jacobs 
Country Playhouse. Tick-
ets are $46 for adults; $27 
for youth under 20 years 
of age, available at the the-
atre, online at www.dray-
tonentertainment.com or 
by calling the box office at 
(519) 747-7788, toll free at 
1-855-drayton (372-9866).

COME VISIT US AT

122 Church St. W., Elmira

• Hand Cut FriesHand Cut FriesHand Cut FriesHand Cut FriesHand Cut FriesHand Cut FriesHand Cut FriesHand Cut FriesHand Cut FriesHand Cut FriesHand Cut FriesHand Cut FriesHand Cut FriesHand Cut Fries
• Ice Cream

and more!

FISH FRIDAYS!
Come on Fridays for Some Great Fish & Chips.

DRAYTON | FROM 14
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EXTENDED UNTIL JULY 3RD

GMC PRO GRADE
PROTECTION:

COMPLIMENTARY 2-YEAR/
48,000 KM LUBE-OIL-FILTER 
MAINTENANCE▲

5-YEAR/160,000 KM 
POWERTRAIN 
LIMITED WARRANT YΩ

AVAILABLE 4G LTE 
WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI® HOTSPOT 7 

(3 GB/3 MONTH TRIAL)

2018 GMC TERRAIN DENALI SHOWN

LEASE SELECT SLE FWD VEHICLES TODAY FOR

$159 0.9%@

2018 GMC TERRAIN

OR

FOR 48 MONTHSΔ WITH $1,150 DOWN PAYMENT

BI-WEEKLY LEASE RATE

•  STANDARD 9-SPEED AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
• FOLD-FLAT FRONT PASSENGER SEAT 
• NEXT GEN GMC INFOTAINMENT SYSTEM^ WITH 4 USB PORTS>

ON SELECT NEW MODELS
IN STOCK THE LONGEST
EQUALS $3,780
(BASED ON SLT AWD - 2.OL 
WITH MSRP OF $37,800)

CASH
CREDIT

OF MSRP
10%

2018 GMC ACADIA DENALI SHOWN

2018 GMC ACADIA

• PREMIUM SEATING FOR UP TO 7 WITH EASY ACCESS TO THE THIRD ROW
• AVAILABLE 20" BRIGHT ALUMINUM WHEELS WITH MIDNIGHT SILVER ACCENTS
•  AVAILABLE 3.6 L V6 ENGINE WITH ACTIVE FUEL MANAGEMENT® TECHNOLOGY AND 310 HP

PURCHASE 
FINANCING

FOR
UP TO

PLUS

MONTHSʵ BONUS CASH

FINANCE SELECT VEHICLES TODAY FOR

0% 72 $1,500 ON SELECT NEW MODELS
IN STOCK THE LONGEST
EQUALS $5,280
(BASED ON DENALI
WITH MSRP OF $52,800)

OR

CASH
CREDIT

OF MSRP
10%

BONUS CASH 
ON ALL NEW 2018 SUVS+BONUS TAG EVENT $1,500

GET
UP TO TOTAL VALUE

ON SELECT NEW 2018 TRUCKS
INCLUDES GM CARD APPLICATION BONUS*

$12,000

2018 GMC CANYON 
EXTENDED CAB 4WD

LEASE FOR

WITH $2,475 DOWN PAYMENT WHEN YOU APPLY
FOR THE GM CARD OR $3,225 DOWN PAYMENT

2018 GMC SIERRA 2500
DENALI 4WD WITH

DURAMAX DIESEL ENGINE

FINANCE TODAY FOR

2018 GMC SIERRA 
1500 DOUBLE CAB 4WD

ELEVATION EDITION

LEASE RATE MONTHS∞

@ FOR$144
BI-WEEKLY

1.5% 36

NHTSA 5-STAR OVERALL 
VEHICLE SCORE°

FOR
UP TO

PURCHASE 
FINANCING

0%
MONTHSΦ
72 (0.2%)

APR

$4,000
INCLUDES

$9,970
PLUS GET

$12,000
GET UP TO

TOTAL VALUEˠ

(INCLUDES $1,000 GM CARD APPLICATION BONUS)

OR

PURCHASE 
FINANCING

0%
MONTHS*

72 (1.87%)
APR

FOR
UP TO

TOTAL VALUE

TOTAL VALUE

$5,772
PLUS GET

TOTAL CREDITS

+Bonus Tag Event Offers are valid toward the retail purchase of an eligible new or demonstrator 2018 MY GMC SUV or full-size SUV delivered in Canada between June 1, 2018 – July 3, 2018. $1,500 Bonus Cash and Up To 15% Of MSRP Cash Purchase Credit cannot be combined with each 
other. $1,500 Bonus Cash is a manufacturer to consumer incentive (tax inclusive), valid toward retail purchase, lease and finance transactions. $1,500 Bonus Cash is available on new 2018 Acadia, Terrain, Yukon, Yukon XL, Savana. Up to 15% Of MSRP Cash Purchase Credit is a 
manufacturer to dealer incentive (tax exclusive), valid toward retail cash purchases only on select 2018 models in dealer inventory the longest as of June 1st, 2018.  Not compatible with special lease and finance rates. By selecting lease or finance offers, consumers are foregoing this 
credit which will result in higher effective cost of credit on their transaction. Credit is calculated on vehicle MSRP, excluding any dealer-installed options. Credit value will vary with model purchased: models receiving a 10% of MSRP Cash Purchase Credit are:  Acadia, Savana, Terrain, 
Yukon and Yukon XL. On all offers: Models not eligible for these offers are: Bolt EV, Colorado/Canyon, LD and HD trucks, all Cadillac models, all 2017 MY or earlier models, vehicles not noted above, and those exclusions noted above. As part of the transaction, dealer may request 
documentation and contact General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) to verify eligibility. These offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Conditions and limitations apply. Void where prohibited. See Dealer for full 
program details. GM Canada reserves the right to amend or terminate offers for any reason in whole or in part at any time without prior notice.  ∞ (Lease) Eligible 2018 GMC Canyon Extended Cab 4WD: Lease based on suggested retail price of $36,120, includes $750 manufacturer-to-
consumer GM Card Application Bonus (offer applies to individuals who apply for a Scotiabank GM Visa Card [GM Card] or current GM Card cardholders) (tax inclusive), $500 manufacturer-to-dealer lease cash (tax exclusive), $1,250 manufacturer-to-dealer Delivery Credit (tax exclusive) 
and $1,500 manufacturer-to-dealer Truck Nation Credit (tax exclusive) towards the lease of an eligible new 2018 GMC Canyon Extended Cab 4WD at participating dealers. Bi-weekly payment is $144 for 36 months at 1.5% interest rate on approved credit to qualified retail customers by 
GM Financial. $2,475 down payment is required. Total obligation is $17,693 plus applicable taxes. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease 
end is $16,254. See dealer for details. Discounts vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Limited time offer, which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. 
Conditions and limitations apply. Offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. ˠTotal Value: Eligible 2018 GMC Sierra Double Cab Elevation Edition 4WD: Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles 
purchased between June 1, 2018, to July 3, 2018. Limited time only. Suggested purchase price of $35,495 includes $12,000 Total Value which is a combined total credit value for cash purchases on eligible 2018 GMC Sierra Double Cab Elevation Edition 4WD including $4,150 manufacturer-
to-dealer cash credit (tax exclusive), $1,600 manufacturer-to-dealer (tax exclusive) Truck Nation Credit, $750 manufacturer-to-dealer Option Package Discount Credit (tax exclusive), $1,000 Stackable CDA, $1,000 GM Card Application Bonus (offer applies to individuals who apply for a 
Scotiabank GM Visa Card (GM Card) or current GM Card cardholders)(tax inclusive) and $3,550 manufacturer-to-dealer delivery credit (tax exclusive). Suggested purchase price includes freight and air conditioning charge but excludes taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable 
fees, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by province and dealer). Limited time offer, which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without 
notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. *(Finance) Eligible 2018 GMC Sierra Double Cab Elevation Edition 4WD: Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada from June 1, 2018, to July 3, 2018. 0% purchase financing offered on approved credit by TD 
Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 72 months on a new 2018 GMC Sierra Double Cab Elevation Edition 4WD. Other trims may have effective rates higher than 0%. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade 
and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $40,000 financed at 0% nominal rate (2.14% APR) equals $555.55 monthly for 72 months. Total Value consists of $3,550 
manufacturer-to-dealer Delivery Credit (tax exclusive), $1,600 manufacturer-to-dealer Truck Nation Credit (tax exclusive), $1,500 manufacturer-to-dealer Finance Cash (tax exclusive), $1,000 Stackable CDA, $1,000 manufacturer-to-consumer GM Card Application Bonus (offer applies 
to individuals who apply for a Scotiabank GM Visa Card [GM Card] or current GM Card cardholders) (tax inclusive) and $750 OPD Credit. Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $32,965. Freight and air charge ($100, if applicable) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, 
applicable taxes and dealer fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. 
Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Φ (Finance) Eligible 2018 Sierra 2500 Denali 4WD Diesel with Duramax Diesel Engine: Offer available 
to qualified retail customers in Canada from June 1, 2018, to July 3, 2018. 0% purchase financing offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 72 months on a new 2018 Sierra 2500 Denali 4WD Diesel with Duramax Diesel Engine. Other 
trims may have effective rates higher than 0%. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down 
payment/trade. Example: $80,000 financed at 0% nominal rate (0.2% APR) equals $1111.11 monthly for 72 months. Total Value consists of $4,272 manufacturer-to-dealer Delivery Credit (tax exclusive), $500 manufacturer-to-dealer Finance Cash (tax exclusive), and $1,000 
manufacturer-to-consumer GM Card Application Bonus (offer applies to individuals who apply for a Scotiabank GM Visa Card [GM Card] or current GM Card cardholders) (tax inclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $83,788. Freight and air charge ($100, if applicable) 
included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and dealer fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers 
in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. ∆(Lease) Eligible 2018 GMC Terrain SLE FWD: Lease based 
on suggested retail price of $32,195, includes $1,500 manufacturer-to-consumer Bonus Cash (tax inclusive), and $750 manufacturer-to-dealer Lease cash (tax exclusive) towards the lease of an eligible new 2018 GMC Terrain SLE FWD at participating dealers. Bi-weekly payment is $159 
for 48 months at 0.9% interest rate on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. $1,150 down payment is required. Total obligation is $17,672, plus applicable taxes. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, 
dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $13,200. See dealer for details. Discounts vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Limited time offer, which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada 
Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. Offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. ʵ(Finance) Eligible 2018 GMC Acadia SLE-1 AWD: 
Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada from June 1, 2018 to July 3, 2018. 0% purchase financing offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 72 months on a new 2018 GMC Acadia SLE-1 AWD. Other trims may have effective 
rates higher than 0%. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: 
$30,000 financed at 0% nominal rate equals $416.66 monthly for 72 months. Includes $1,500 manufacturer-to-consumer Bonus Cash (tax inclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $37,628. Freight and air charge ($100, if applicable) included. License, insurance, 
registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and dealer fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time 
without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. °Sierra 5-star Overall Vehicle Score applies to 1500 series vehicles. U.S. Government 5-Star Safety Ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA’s) New Car Assessment Program 
(www.nhtsa.gov). ^Full functionality requires compatible Bluetooth® and smartphone, and USB connectivity for some devices. Data plan rates apply. >Not compatible with all devices. ▲ Whichever comes first. Limit of four complimentary Lube-Oil-Filter services in total. Fluid top-offs, 
inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. Conditions and limitations apply. See your dealer for details. Ω Whichever comes first. Conditions and limitations apply, see your dealer for details.
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CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

MILL OPERATOR FULL-TIME

Forward resumé to:
 PFI Farms Inc.
 1580 Listowel Rd.,
 Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z3
 Fax: 519-669-4363
 Email:

PFI Inc. requires a self-motivated individual for a full-time 
position making livestock feed. This position includes mixing 
and pelleting of feed with accurate record keeping. Some 
experience would be an asset but willing to train. Must be 
flexible for shift work, with some overtime and weekends if 
required. Competitive wages and benefits are provided.

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Please email resumes to:
EMAIL:info@reistindustries.com
or Fax to 519-669-3021
or in person at:
100 Union St., Elmira

Reist Industries continues to serve the 
Custom Manufacturing & Repair needs of 

the Agricultural, Industrial, Transportation 
& Construction Industries since 1947.

We are seeking a dedicated

FABRICATOR /WELDER
&

GENERAL MACHINIST
to add to our team 

of skilled employees.

• We offer competitive wages 
and bene�ts

Ph: 519.664.2642  •  Fx: 519.664.3598
www.conestogocarpenters.ca
sales@conestogocarpenters.ca

Enjoy the satisfaction of learning the 
hands-on trade of Carpentry!

Experience the excitement of crafting 
a turnkey home, from framing to finish!

Based in St Jacobs for over 35 years, our approach is to train our 
employees in all areas of residential & agricultural construction, 
including framing,timber work, siding & finish. This allows our carpen-
ters to take a sense of ownership and satisfaction in each project we 
do, as well as giving them the opportunity to learn the wide array of 
construction skillsets needed to complete the project.

The following position is available:

Full-time Carpenter / Framer
Experience an asset, but not required.

Offering competitive wages & profit sharing 

If you are interested in joining our experienced team, submit your resume to 
sales@conestogocarpenters.ca, or fax;  519.664.3598. 

We want to thank all applicants, but will only contact those selected for an interview.

Full time position available 
in our orchard market store.

Successful applicant will arrange produce 
displays and provide friendly customer service. 

Some lifting required. Applicant must have good 
communication skills and be available Saturdays.  

Please send resume to:
hr@martinsapples.com 

or 
1420 Lobsinger Line, RR #1, 

Waterloo, ON, N2J 4G8.

Part Time Accounting / 
General Office Clerk

The above position prepares a variety of 
general, accounting, and support tasks;
Some of the jobs performed are as follows:

• Maintain Job Files on custom computer 
system.

• Match invoices and receiving invoices up.
• Maintain Accounts Receivable sub-ledger.
• Maintain Accounts Payable sub-ledger.
• Maintains General Ledger.
• Prepares Customer Quotes
• Prepares and maintains ESA applications 

and compliance.
• Enters Data into computer.
• Telephone reception.
• Other tasks as assigned.

Qualifications:

• Competency in Microsoft Applications 
including Word, Excel, Outlook.

• Good verbal and written communication 
skills.

• Require 3 years of experience.

Please direct resumés to:
Tim Ropp
tim.ropp@zieglerelectric.ca
Operations Manager
Ziegler Electric Ltd.
101 Bonnie Cres.
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z5
FAX: 519-669-1343

NOW HIRING
Millbank Enterprises Inc. has positions available 

for a full time Furniture 
Finisher/Shipper/Receiver

Experience preferred but willing to train. Job 
requires spraying finishes & lacquers. Must have 

an eye for detail. Some heavy lifting involved.

Apply with resume at: 
Millbank Family Furniture Ltd. 

4082 Waterloo St., Millbank, ON  N0K 1L0 
Fax: 519-595-7107 Email: mffurn@cyg.net

Only suitable candidates will be interviewed.

Looking for an individual who has a 
“customer comes first” attitude.  
Must be able to work Saturdays.  
Position includes cashier duties, 

pricing new merchandise and store 
housekeeping and maintenance.

Some heavy lifting required.
Apply in person at:

1 Union St. Elmira

SEASONAL PART TIME
RETAIL SALES ASSOCIATE

The successful candidate must possess 
strong work ethics with a positive 

attitude, and a willingness to learn! 
If you are an individual who meets these 
requirements, we welcome you to email 

your resume with employment references to
 barb@elmirastoveworks.com

or drop it off in person at 
285 Union Street, Elmira  Attn: Barb 

Production/Assembly of 
Kitchen Appliances

We are accepting applications for
a Full-time Dayshift position in:  

NOW HIRING
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FOR 

OPTIMUM 
ADVERTISING 

RESULTS…

THE OBSERVER.

PLACE AN AD IN 

OUR CLASSIFIED 

SECTION TODAY!

519.669.5790
www.observerxtra.com

CASSIFIED LISTINGS

AUCTION

FOR SALE

AUCTIONHELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

NURSERY WORKERS NEEDED 
seasonal fulltime. Pay rate 
$14.00/hour. Working hours 
7 a.m. - 5 p.m., 6 days per 
week. Work includes field 
potting, weeding in field and 
containers, truck loading, 
digging etc. Must be willing to 
work in all weather conditions 
and weekends. No education , 
no experience required. Own 
transportation required. Police 
clearance needed. Please send 
resume to: West Montrose 
Farms Ltd., 1614 Halm Road, 
West Montrose, ON. N0B 2V0.

FOR SALE

BEDROOM SET - Queen - 5 
piece, box spring and mat-
tress. Dr. brown wood, nice 
condition. 519-496-9014.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND LAWN 
SEED - Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still 
in sealed bag. Sacrifice 
$195. Delivery available.  
519-635-8737.

14-FOOT SOLID-MAPLE EXTEN-
SION dining table. 42” square 
when not extended.  Refin-
ished. $1,150 Also 6 wooden 
chairs for sale.  519-503-3323

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF  Woodwork-
ing tools, welders, toy trains, 
household goods, antiques, 
and miscellaneous items, to 
be held at the Linwood Com-
munity Centre, 5279 Ament 
Line in Linwood (near Ament 
and Manser Rd.), for an Arthur 
Estate and additions, on 
Saturday, June 23rd @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd.  
519-699-4451 or 519-698-0138. 

SAT. JUNE 23 at 10:00 a.m. 
Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; antiques; col-
lectables; tools; and miscel-
laneous items to be held at 
3169 Hemlock Drive RR#4 
Elmira for Lorene Snyder. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

WED. JUNE 27 at 9:45 a.m. 
Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; antiques; tools; 
collectables; and miscel-
laneous items to be held at 
the St. Jacob’s Community 
Centre in St. Jacobs for an 
area estate with additions. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF Military 
items, guns, native pieces, 
RS Prussia & other china, 
Franklin Mint birds, Ross 
Butler paintings, and other 
interesting items, to be held 
at the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley, for Richard 
and Diane Stein, Tavistock, 
& Various Stein Estates, on 
Saturday, June 30th @ 9:45 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451 or 519-698-0138. 

WED. JULY 4 at 3:00 PM 
clearing auction sale of 
Craftsman snow blower and 
lawnmower; miscellaneous 
tools; furniture; household 
effects; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at 11 
Sugar King Dr. in Elmira 
for Mark Nylund. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTION SALE OF Riding 
lawn mower, antiques, 
household goods and mis-
cellaneous to be held at 12 
Pintail Dr., Elmira for the 
Edna Martin Estate on Thurs-
day, July 5,@ 5 p.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 519-698-0138. 

SAT. JULY 7 at 10:00 a.m. 
Clearing auction sale of 
coolers; racking; inventory; 
food inventory; Coca Cola 
cooler and displays; camera 
and recorders; and inven-
tory found in a variety store 
to be held at 27 Queen St. 
W. in Cambridge (Hespler) 
for Little Stop Shop. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

HORSES

WATERLOO COUNTY HORSE 
Sale to be held at OLEX 
Sat. June 23. Horses sell at 
10 a.m. To consign or more 
information call 519-595-3307.

WANTED

BUYING BROKEN GOLD rings, 
chains, gold teeth, diamond 
rings, estate jewellery, 
Rolex, Omega Breitling 
wrist watches etc. Old 
pocket watches, rock & roll, 
jazz records, toys, sterling 
silver items, coins, paper 
money. gallamore@golden.
net Terry at 519-242-6900, 
Elmira.

AUTOMOTIVE

2016 HYUNDAI ACCENT, 5 
door, 4 cyl, air, tilt, cruise, 
power windows, power  
locks, power mirrors, CD 
player, factory warranty. 
28,559km. $11,200. Please call  
519-584-4697.

RENTALS

ELMIRA SEMI 3 - Bedrm 
Semi with 1 & 1/2 bathroom. 
All appliances supplied. 
Children’s play area across 
the street. Completely reno-
vated, 2017. Available Aug. 
1st, 1700. mthly + utilities. 
No smoking. Call Mildred 
Frey to view. 519-669-1544 
or cell 519-741-6970

AUCTION SALE
Of

Military items, guns, native pieces, RS 
Prussia & other china, Franklin Mint birds, 

Ross Butler paintings,  
and other interesting items, to be held at 
the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 

miles south of Wellesley, 
for Richard and Diane Stein, Tavistock, & 

Various Stein Estates, on

SATURDAY, JUNE 30TH @ 9:45 A.M.

ANTIQUE & OTHER FURNITURE:  Ornate 
oak corner china cabinet, bowed glass, a 
must see.  Oak china cabinet, bowed sides 
& front, claw feet, some ¼ cut, very nice.  
Buffet with claw feet.  Ext. table with leaves.  
Roxton queen bedroom suite.  Tea wagon.  
Grandfather clock, etc.
MILITARY:  Vast majority German WW2, 
to include daggers, army metals (east 
German and others), belt buckles, arm 
bands, flags, swords, bayonet, field radio, 13 
helmets & hats, uniforms, knives, plus many 
small German items. Note – An extensive 
collection!!
GUNS:  33 guns (shot guns and rifles).  
NOTE – The Guns are considered to be in 
very good condition!!  A valid PAL is needed 
to purchase all firearms.  Also - 2 Honeywell 
gun safes.  Shotgun shell reloader.  See www.
gerberauctions.net for detailed list and photos.
ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES:  Ross Butler 
signed original paintings, True Yorkshire Type 
boar & sow, both 36 X 25 inch.  Dawes Black 
Horse Ale 12in. high horse statue signed 
by Ross Butler.  “Lady Liberty” Yorkshire 
sow and piglets Limited Edition statue – a 
must see.  Pig collection (Goebel, Ansley 
& others).  Various soap stone carvings.  3 
Teeswater custom built pieces (Godison, 
Sarnia Threshing machine, Godison steam 
tractor & Godison water wagon – all high 
detail!).  Native pieces. Oil cans.  Lard 
pails.  Tinware.  Carved wooden elephant.  
Palmerston copper milk can.  Paintings.  
A great collection of signed wildlife & 
other prints.  Hunting knives.  Belt buckles.  
Stencilled boxes, etc.  CHINA/GLASS:  Lots 
of RS Prussia including 11 bowls, cups, 
etc.  RS Germany.  Unusual Russian plates. 
Franklin Mint Royal Peacock, 1988 Limited 
Edition.  Many exotic birds by Franklin Mint, 
Sheffield England, British, German, etc. 
Royal Nippon.  22 Royal Doulton’s.  Hummel 
plates.  Jardinières, etc. etc.  
NOTE – Plan to attend this outstanding 
auction.  See www.gerberauctions.net for 
photos.  Terms – Cash, debit or cheque with 
I.D.  10% buyer’s premium.  

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION SALE
At the St. Jacobs Community Centre in St. 
Jacobs for an area estate with additions on:

WEDNESDAY JUNE 27 AT 9:45 AM 
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS AND ANTIQUES: 
side by side fridge; double bed with 2 night 
tables; solid oak table; solid oak single 
pedestal table and 6 chairs; parlour table; 
wash stand; marble top table; couch and 
chair; wing back chair; wardrobe; sewing 
machine; trunk; portable sewing machine; 
slag glass lamp; hall table; matching mirror; 
Knick knack shelf; art work; umbrella stand; 
window mirror; coffee grinder; oil lamps; 
recliner and ottoman; sectional recliner 
set; maple table; coffee and end tables; 2 
ultramatic single beds; primitives; swivel 
rocker; futon; chest of drawers; corner 
end table;  plant stand; antique matching 
chairs; paper weight collection; approx. 
200 elephant collection of various sizes 
and makes; brassware; oak table; table 
and 4 chairs; desk; office chair; hall tree; 
bedroom suite; crocks; jugs; pottery; Lazy 
boy; silver pieces; quantity of good glass and 
china; enamelware; Cobolt blue; cookware; 
kitchenware; bedding; linens; towels; and 
other items too list. 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: step ladder; 
patio table and chairs; lawn furniture; hand; 
power; and lawn and garden tools; etc.

RESTAURANT - BAR - 
BANQUET HALL SALE

Beautiful  booth seating and banquettes. 
High top tables. Large quantity of dishes, 
chafing dishes. Walk-in fridge and freezer. 

True bar fridges, bar sinks, ice freezer. 
Garland gas convection ovens, Garland 

charbroiler. Stainless prep tables. Garland 
36” electric salamander, hot boxes, mobile 

ovens. Coin operated lockers. Storage 
racking. Office equipment. Mirrors. Triple 
sinks. Black washroom partitions. Sinks, 
dispensers. Beautiful bars and service 

counters. Maintenance equipment. Martin 
Pro Audio and lighting. 4'x6' staging and 

storage rack. Decorative lighting and more.
Open to the Public

Tuesdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
or by appointment 519-654-2554.

EQUIPMENT, FURNITURE, KITCHEN SALE.

341 Marsland Dr., Waterloo

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON’S DRYWALL AND 
Renovations. Over 35 years 
experience. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email ron.
spncr@gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

BERLETTS CORNER SCHOOL 
Reunion, S.S. #19 Wilmot/
Wellesley. Sat. Sept. 8th, 
2018, Wellesley Community 
Centre. All former teachers, 
students and spouses are 
welcome to attend. Regis-
tration 1 p.m. Please bring 
finger food, and you memo-
ries to share, drinks sup-
plied. Cash donations appli-
cations to cover expenses. 
Questions? Contact Stephen 
Wagner 519-747-3174.

GARAGE 
SALES

MOVING SALE -  Friday June 
22, 4p.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Saturday, June 23, 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 11 Coral Cr., Elmira. 
Snow blower, antique 
dishes and household items.

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE 
- 15 Dunke St. N., Elmira. 
Friday, June 22, 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m., Saturday, June 23,  
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

STREET SALE - Country 
Spring Walk, Conestogo. 
June 23, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Lots 
of selection from furniture 
to golf balls.

STREET YARD SALE Kitchener 
- Tupper Crescent. Saturday, 
June 23 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Something for everyone. 
Many household items too 
numerous to list. Fishing 
equipment, tools and power 
tools, sewing machine at 42 
Tupper Cr.

THE NEW HOME FOR AREA-WIDE AUCTIONS.
FIND OUT ALL ABOUT THE LATEST SALE DATES EVERY WEEK.
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

#1 NEWS SOURCE IN THE REGION • WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

Country Lane Builders will provide accommodation during 
the hiring process. We would like to thank all applicants, 

however, only those under consideration will be contacted.

FRAMING & TRIM
CARPENTERS

Full Time

required for a growing construction 
company based in Hawkesville.

Country Lane Builders is committed to being 
a leader in the construction industry, always 
looking for continual improvement, safety, 
quality products & service. Experience 
preferred but not required. 

If interested please send your resume to 

sales@clbuilders.ca



CLASSIFIED | 19THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 2018

DIRECTORY ADS
GET RESULTS.

SMALL ADS. 
BIG IMPACT.

OUTDOOR SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

Brands You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

homewindowfashions.ca

Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537
STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Diesel & Auto Repairs Inc.  Diesel & Auto Repairs Inc.

(Formerly The Kids Diesel Shop)

20A Arthur St. N Elmira ON

(Formerly The Kids Diesel Shop)

“Mechanics You Can Trust”“Mechanics You Can Trust”

20A Arthur St. N Elmira ON
 519-669-8459

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICESGENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
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519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

Quality Bedding
Premium 
Softwood

Blown or Pushed Off

We are geared to
meet your timing and
volume requirements

BLENDED TO MEET 
YOUR NEEDS!

Ph: Elmira (519) 669-5219
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Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

The Council of the Township of Woolwich will 
be considering an Amended Licensing  

By-law at the Council Meeting on Tuesday, 
June 26, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in Council 

Chambers at 24 Church Street W., Elmira.

A copy of the draft By-law may be viewed 
in the Council Agenda package on the 

Township’s website. 

Public Notice
Licensing By-law Amendment

For more information call 519-669-6021 or email kschlueter@woolwich.ca

PRINTING SERVICES

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

FOR THURSDAY PUBLICATION

GET NOTICED!
KIDS GIVE IT A TRI AT ELMIRA EVENT

The TriGator For Kids tournament took place on June 16 at the WMC in Elmira, where participants ages 3-14 ran, biked and swam their way to 
victory. The event sold out and proceeds went towards the Canadian Tire Jumpstart Charities. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]



CLASSIFIED | 21THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 2018

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE ADS CONTINUE ON PAGE 22

FIND YOUR DREAM HOME 
IN THE #1 COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN ONTARIO

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

THANK-YOU
FOR CHOOSING

RE/MAX! 3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

WE ARE HERE TO HELP. GIVE US A CALL!

Waterloo - Space for Home-based Business 
Close to WLU and downtown core. This 3 
bedroom home has an eat in kitchen, finished 
rec room, deck, gardens & single garage. The 
large family room is currently set up as a hair 
salon  with parking for 2 off of Bridgeport as 
well as a parking lot for at least 3 cars off of 
Margaret Ave. This property is perfect for a 
growing family and/or home based business!

$425,000$425,000
Mapleton - Enjoy peaceful country living and 
open views in this spacious bungalow with a 
finished basement on nearly one acre.  The 
property comes with a Large Heated Shop 
(28x50), 2 Garden Sheds, immaculate yard 
and gardens.  With ample parking and all 
appliances included, you don’t want to miss 
this one!

$629,000$629,000
Step into the expansive living space and 
be wowed by this one of a kind residential 
property on a huge lot!  Enjoy all the benefits 
that small-town living has to offer right here in 
Glen Allan. This fully renovated church was built 
in 1887 and the character has been maintained in 
the 12’ ceilings and deep window wells with a 
bright and airy feeling throughout. Fully updated 
in the last 10 years including a single detached 
garage. You will not want to miss this rare 
opportunity!

$560,000$560,000

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

$439,900$439,900
Elmira - Spacious Century Home - Perfect for 
your growing family! Large principal rooms, eat 
in kitchen and 4 bedrooms including a master 
with private balcony. High baseboards and 9ft 
ceilings throughout, with modern updates such 
as flooring and a brand new 4pc bathroom. 
Partially fenced private yard with fire pit and 
shed. Walk up from the basement to the 
insulated heated garage. Close to down town 
and the new Riverside P.S. - Call today to make 
this your home!

NEW PRICENEW PRICEOPEN
HOUSE

Sat & Sun, June 23RD-24TH  1-3pm
7806 Wellington Rd 45, Glen Allan

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

JUST LISTED | Drayton |  $539,000
Large bungalow on a generous lot in country subdivision just outside 
Drayton. Numerous upgrades sure to please. Extra land for garden. 
2 lower level walkouts. MLS Call Dale direct.

 Now is always the right time to put your house on the 
Market. Inventory is low so still a Sellers market. For a 
free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  

call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

Serving the community for 25 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

Serving the community for 25 years!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
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FREE Market Evaluation

$139,900 ELMIRA
Business Opportunity! Here's a chance to be your 
own boss. Pizza shop in Elmira operated for 11 years 
by current owner. Includes chattels, fixtures and 
inventory. MLS. Call Bert to view.

$520,000 ELMIRA

LOCATION! LOCATION! LOCATION! Great Family 
Home in quiet neighborhood close to schools, 
parks and other amenities. Beautiful rear yard with 
mature trees offers lots of privacy. The kitchen, 
dinette and family room with a walk out to the 
large two tier deck offer lots of space for 
entertaining. MLS. Call Bert to view. 

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

STUNNING CUSTOM HOME
$969,900 2300 sq.ft stone 
bungalow on a 400' deep treed lot.  
Grand entrance into the open 
concept layout, maple kitchen 
w/granite counters, high end 
built-in appl's, butlers pantry + 
walk-in pantry,  garden doors lead 
you onto the oversized covered 
back patio & private gardens. 5 bdrms including the main floor master with 
lavish ensuite, fully finished walk-up basement.  NEW MLS

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

ARE YOU THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING IN 2018? CALL US TODAY AND WE CAN HELP YOU ACHIEVE THIS!

BUILT BY PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES - 
PERFECT FOR EMPTY NESTERS. 
PRICED AT $459,900  These executive style 
bungalow towns offer all main floor conveniences.  
Open concept layout, gorgeous custom kitchens 
complete with island/breakfast bar, hardwood floors in the great room, 
gas fireplace and walkouts, master offers a walk-in closet and full ensuite 
bath with walk-in shower, main floor laundry/mudroom, central air conditioning, privacy fencing + more included!   
Call today for further details and to reserve your unit today!  Located in the South Parkwood subdivision on Burloak 
Drive.  EXCLUSIVE

FREEHOLD BUNGALOW 
TOWN HOMES 

1/2 ACRE PARKLIKE LOT!
$714,900 This property is truly amazing, grand 
back yard of mature trees, huge entertaining 
deck and patio, drive though double car garage 
and more.  2-Storey home welcomes warmth & 
character blending a little old with the new.  2 
mainfloor bedrooms and full bath, 2nd floor 
master with ensuite and 4th bedroom with 2 pc 
bath. Fully finished basement with walk up to 
garage. 3 gas fireplaces, beautiful hardwood 
flooring, inviting kitchen ++.   MLS

FANTASTIC 
BIRDLAND LOCATION
$497,000 with a greenbelt 
back yard!  3+ bedroom, 2 bath 
raised bungalow. Walk up from 
the finished rec room, walk out 
from the eat-in kitchen.  Great 
opportunity for first time buyers.  
MLS

TRIPLE CAR GARAGE
$749,900 WELLESLEY Finished top to 
bottom offering 3 bdrms, 3 baths including 
main floor master & lovely ensuite.  8' & 10' 
ceilings throughout, hardwood floors, gas 
fireplace, maple kitchen has granite 
counter tops, breakfast bar & appliances, 
garden door to the private deck & treed lot.  
Entertainers dream basement complete 
with wetbar, games & rec.rm.  MLS

STUNNING CUSTOM HOME

SAT., JUNE 23RD • 10-12PM 
244 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRAOPEN HOUSE 

gas fireplace and walkouts, master offers a walk-in closet and full ensuite 

FALL CLOSINGS AVAILABLE

NEW LISTING!

THURS., JUNE 21ST • 5-7PM 
11 PINTAIL DR., ELMIRAOPEN HOUSE 

ELMIRA 
INVESTMENT 
PROPERTY
$479,000 & 
$489,000 
Opportunity to own 
downtown commercial 
buildings. Long term 
tenants, mainfloor 
commercial and 8 
residential apartments.  
Call today for further 
details. MLS 
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REAL ESTATE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21 FAMILY ALBUM

FAMILY ALBUM DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY BY 10 AM
CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104 OR

email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com

LET OUR 65+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

NEW LISTING

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

HECKENDORN

519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

You won’t be disappointed with this custom built 
home that is tastefully decorated! Hdwd. & ceram-
ics on main level. Main floor den/office w/walkout. 
Covered rear porch & concrete patio. Some in-floor 
heating (2 heat zones – great for utility costs!)Lovely 
kitchen w/walk-in pantry & spacious dining area. Huge 
master bdrm. & 5 pc. ensuite. Partially fin. bsmt). MLS 

78 GERBER MEADOW DR. WELLESLEY

$639,900

Single family bungalow under $450,000! Spacious 
kitchen w/oak cupboards & dishwasher. Hdwd 
floor in L.R. Updated bathroom. Rec. room w/gas 
fireplace, den, office & 3pc.bath in lower level. Up-
dated windows and doors. Shingles (2013).Newer 
deck.Partially encl. carport. Extra-long dble. drive-
way. New Price. MLS

9 PHEASANT DRIVE, ELMIRA 

$439,900

Bungalow. Central location on a large 94x150 
lot.3 bedrooms, formal living & dining rooms. 
Main floor family rm w/ wood stove. Main floor 
laundry. Finished rec room & games rm. Private 
patio. Lots of living space. 1940 sq. ft.  New MLS 

59 FIRST STREET WEST, ELMIRA 

$517,000

Bungalow. Central location on a large 94x150 
lot.3 bedrooms, formal living & dining rooms. 
Main floor family rm w/ wood stove. Main floor 
laundry. Finished rec room & games rm. Private 

59 FIRST STREET WEST, ELMIRA 

$517,000$517,000

Bungalow. Central location on a large 94x150 

laundry. Finished rec room & games rm. Private 
patio. Lots of living space. 1940 sq. ft.  New MLS 

Bungalow. Central location on a large 94x150 
lot.3 bedrooms, formal living & dining rooms. 
Main floor family rm w/ wood stove. Main floor 
laundry. Finished rec room & games rm. Private 
patio. Lots of living space. 1940 sq. ft.  New MLS SOLD

Single family bungalow under $450,000! Spacious 
kitchen w/oak cupboards & dishwasher. Hdwd 
floor in L.R. Updated bathroom. Rec. room w/gas 
fireplace, den, office & 3pc.bath in lower level. Up

9 PHEASANT DRIVE, ELMIRA 

dated windows and doors. Shingles (2013).Newer 
deck.Partially encl. carport. Extra-long dble. drive

$439,900$439,900

Single family bungalow under $450,000! Spacious 

fireplace, den, office & 3pc.bath in lower level. Up
dated windows and doors. Shingles (2013).Newer 

Single family bungalow under $450,000! Spacious 
kitchen w/oak cupboards & dishwasher. Hdwd 
floor in L.R. Updated bathroom. Rec. room w/gas 
fireplace, den, office & 3pc.bath in lower level. Up
dated windows and doors. Shingles (2013).Newer SOLD

R.W. THUR REAL ESTATE LTD.
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira ON  N3B 2Z6

O:519-669-2772  F:519-669-2510
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

CONGRATULATIONS LUKE!
Brad Martin, Broker of Record at R W Thur Real Estate, is proud to 
announce that Luke Shantz has successfully completed his Real  
Estate Brokers designation. With over 3 years of selling experience, he 
has been a valuable addition to the team and will continue to service Elmira 
and the surrounding area for many years to come. With this, we now have 
3 Brokers selling within our office and we’re always happy to answer any 
Real Estate questions you may have.

George H. Parson

Miss you and love you Dad, xo

August 20, 1947 - June 21, 2017

IN MEMORIAM

Please Join Us as we celebrate the

50th Wedding Anniversary 
of Paul and Wilma Bauman

Open House 2:00 –5:00PM
Floradale Mennonite Church

22 Florapine Road, Floradale, ON

Sunday, July 1st, 2018

Best Wishes Only
Your friendship is a treasured gift.

ANNIVERSARY

Thank
you

We, the family of 
the late  

Judy Woodall 
would like to extend 

our most sincere 
gratitude for all of 
the condolences 

and acts of kindness 
shown following 

Judy’s passing. We 
greatly appreciate 

all the support given 
by family, friends, 

neighbours and the 
community.

Again Thank you

Sincerely
The Woodall Family

THANK-YOU

DEATH NOTICES

BEARINGER, ABRAM -  Passed away suddenly at home on 
Friday, June 15, 2018, Abram Bearinger of RR 1 Wallenstein, 
in his 64th year. 

ISRAEL, WALTER JACOB - Passed away suddenly on Sunday, 
June 17, 2018, at the age of 84 years. 

GETTING CRAFTY AT THE ELMIRA LEGION

Vendors showed off their crafts at the Home Craft Show at the Royal Canadian Legion Hall in Elmira on June 16. Items sold included cards, flower arrangements, and essential oils. 
[VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

THE PLACE 
TO SELL 

YOUR HOME.

Call: 519-669-5790 ext. 104 or 
Email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com

PLACE AN AD IN OUR 
REAL ESTATE SECTION TODAY!
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LIVING HERE
VOLUNTEERISM / COMMUNITY GARDEN

SUMMER ARRIVES TODAY, 
AND there’s been some 
very appropriate weather 
leading into the season. 
It’s also strawberry sea-
son, with roadside stands, 
u-pick patches and super-
markets brimming with 
fresh berries.

Hot temperatures and 
fresh berries make a good 
combination for this Straw-
berry Frozen Yogurt, which 
is both refreshing and 
makes ample use of many 
local ingredients. You can 
put it all together with an 
ice cream maker – one of 
those kitchen gizmos that 
may not get as much use 
as you, or the gift-giver, 
had originally intended 
– or you can make use of 
a simple saucepan.  What 
matters is the end result ... 
or, rather, eating the end 
result.

Here’s to summer.

Whipping
up a 
refreshing 
frozen treat 
with local 
strawberries

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

FAISAL ALI

BUZZ | 26

AT THE WELLESLEY COM-
MUNITY Gardens, nestled 
in the southern end of the 
village, Steve Kingsbury 
tends to his plot. In neatly 
planted rows little sprouts 
poke out of the furrows 
in the soil, hot peppers 
mostly, like Butch T Scorpi-
ons, Carolina Reapers, a few 
kinds of habaneros, as well 
as tomatoes, carrots, onions 
and beans. The peppers can 
be ground up to make for 
an exceedingly hot powder, 
notes Kingsbury, who vol-
unteers as the community 
garden coordinator, and 
what he doesn’t eat himself 
he sells.

At the ordinarily serene 
spot for residents to cul-
tivate their own produce, 
Kingsbury and the other 
members of the Wellesley 
Community Garden are 
pitching in to support a 
new project – one that the 
whole township will get to 
share.

“We came up with the 
idea of putting in a pol-
linator garden,” explains 
Marty Schwende, a member 
of the community garden 
and Wellesley Horticultural 
Society, who along with 
fellow member and master 
gardener Karen Sciuk came 
up with the idea. “And basi-
cally it provides a nice habi-
tat for pollinators, but also 
provides beauty within that 
area, and part of the reason 
we wanted to do that is.”

Schwende and Sciuk 
came up with the idea, but 
the whole community gar-
den is working together to 

Supporting dwindling bee populations, Wellesley community group is rolling out a pollinator garden

keep the 
pollinator 
garden run-
ning.
“As a group mem-
ber, you each pick 
two weeks through-
out the summer and 
your job for that two 
weeks is to look after 
this garden,” ex-
plained Kingsbury.

The pollinator 
garden is part of a 
recent drive in the 
township to create 
a more pollinator 
friendly community. 
Schwende’s hope is 

that more pollina-
tor gardens will be 

planted around the 
township, creating a 

veritable oasis for the 
vital pollen-spreading 
insects, who’s num-
bers have been sharply 
declining in around the 
world. 

“We’re 
starting 
with Welles-
ley (village), and then we’re 
going to want to branch out 
to, and hopefully we can 
get the bug going – or the 
buzz going – into some of 

the small 
towns like 

Hawkesville or 
St. Clements and so 

forth,” said Schwende.
The garden is still in its 

infancy and the pollina-
tors have yet to bloom, but 
by spring of next year  the 
location is sure to be an 
attraction, and not just for 
the bees. Schwende envi-
sions the garden serving 
as an educational tool as 
well for the local schools, to 
help raise awareness of the 
importance of pollinators.

CHEF’S TABLE

RECIPE
NOTES

Creating a buzz around town

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

Your car’s radiator and cooling system 
needs to be clean to be cool. Over time, 
your car’s radiator builds solid deposits 
that can clog the cooling system. To avoid 
this build-up, a coolant flush can keep the 
system in shape. If you have any questions 
or concerns feel free to contact us. 
We are always willing to help. 
- Lewis
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

1440 King St. N, Bldg. 3, St. Jacobs 
519-664-3737 | www.stjacobsmodelrailway.com

Hours: SAT 10AM to 5PM, SUN 12 Noon to 5PM
SPECIAL: Open Victoria Day, Mon. May 21 – 10AM to 5PM

One of North America’s BEST model railways

St. Jacobs & AberfoyleSt. Jacobs & Aberfoyle
MODEL RAILWAY

JUNE 22

FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY FUNDRAISER at St. Teresa’s of 
Avila Church Parking lot 4:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. Take a 
break from cooking dinner! Eat here or take home. 
Be sure to invite your friends and neighbours to 
this community event! All are welcome!

JUNE 23

TASTE OF WOOLWICH FROM 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. at the 
Elmira Farmers’ Market (behind township hall.)  
Meet your community food producers, gardening 
& cooking demos, learn about dairy farming, then 
& now, children’s activities, live animals, pop-
up playground and Mootilda the Cow For more 
information visit www.healthywoolwich.org.

GALE PRESBYTERIAN 150TH CELEBRATION. Join us 
for a strawberry social from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
For more information call 519-669-2852.

JUNE 25

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship; $6. Please 
call 5-9-664-1900 before June 21 to sign up.

JUNE 27

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY DINING AT Linwood 
Community Centre at noon. Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us for lunch, 
fellowship and entertainment; $11. Call 519-664-
1900 by June 25 to sign up.

JULY 7

ELMIRA HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY GARDEN Tour, 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Tickets $10 from Brian’s Photo and 
St. Jacobs Country Gardens. For more information 
contact:  barbs@rogers.com or 519-580-7584.

REACH
OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:30 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Pastor Fanoise Legesse

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

Transformed

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Sunday, June 24th

10:45 am

Outdoor Service 
(10:30am)

Potluck Picnic (12pm) 

followed by games 
(including baseball)

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

#1NEWS 
SOURCE

IN THE REGION

WE GET THE 
WORD OUT 

ABOUT LOCAL 
EVENTS

SUBMIT YOUR
LISTING TODAY!

E L M I R A

S E R I E SSUNDAY CONCERT
GORE PARK, ELMIRA, 7-9 PM
FREE - BRING A LAWN CHAIR 

Sponsored by

JUNE 24 NAOMI BRISTOW 
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ACROSS

1.  Atlantic panfish

5.  Hebrew Princess

10.  Alone

15.  Paramour of Zeus

16.  Consumes

18.  Finger fixer

20.  Looms no more

23.  Never-ending detective

24.  Ontario

25.  Disfigure

26.  “I” problem

27.  Oily beats

29.  Puts the “S” in
SOHCAHTOA

31.  Just __

32.  Grass finger

34.  Curlicue

37.  What the cat and rat 
have in common

38. Come to a fiery end

40. Boots

42. Pop everywhere else

43. Hold responsible

45. Any thing

48. Holy Roman Emperors 
I-IV

49. Beware of this sort of 
wood

50. A pint, maybe

51. Party cheese wheel

52. First games of a series

53. Atomizer output

54. Parenthesis, essentially

55. Mixer sliders

56. Hindu queen

57. __ you like it

59. GNU’s Not Unix

60. Pat

61. To play roughly and 
erratically

62. ___-Altaic languages

63. Drought-resistant 
sorghum

64. After

DOWN

1. Anything for a moment 
of this.

2. Wild cat

3. Pile it higher and 
deeper

4. Aforementioned

6. Amplitude Modulation

7. 50 Cent piece

8. This spice is a star in 
Asia

9. Oh, __!

10. A star from elsewhere

11. Logical operation isn’t 
picky

12. Airport pickup

13. Threatened by 
Canadians, apparently

14. Pompous walk

17. Layers

19. Done by stooping

21. Tamed creatures

22. For want of an “n”, 
from brainy to continent

28. Fat-streaked

30. Same atoms, different 
arrangement

31. Things are looking up 
for these guys

33. Be theatrical

35. Wrote it

36. Currently Canada vs. __

39. “Much ___ About 
Nothing”

41. One may be taken to 
the cleaners

44. Affirm

46. If, then, ___

47. Dispense justice

48. “Catch-22” pilot, or 
Bobby. Your choice.

49. Belgian baths

51. Poor thief, left 
holding this...

52. Between a part 
and a whole

53. Irish mother

58. Underwater story is part 
of a bigger narrative

59. Sung by THEM

60. __y Stumps.

Seeing an opportunity, some birds will spread wildfires to help flush out prey

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. “The birds that steal 
fire,” the title reads. 
Do you know the story 
behind these “arsonist” 
birds of prey?
A. Based on stories and 
firsthand observations, 
it’s likely that some 
Australian birds of prey 
— black kites, whistling 
kites and brown falcons 
— intentionally spread 
wildfires to flush out prey, 
says Andy Coghlan in 
“New Scientist” magazine. 
According to Australian 
ornithologist Bob Gos-
ford, the birds pick up 
burning twigs from exist-
ing fires and drop them 

elsewhere to start new 
blazes. Twenty eyewitness 
accounts corroborate this 
view, including a firefight-
er in the North Territory, 
who, as he tried to put 
out a fire, saw a whistling 
kite 20 metres away (65 
feet), carrying a smoking 
stick and dropping it to 
create a new fire. In all, 
he “extinguished seven 
new blazes started by the 
kites” (“Journal of Ethno-
biology”).

It appears that the birds 
only start fires if an ex-
isting one has reached a 
barrier and might go out, 
since an extinguished 
fire would not expose any 
more prey.

As Coghlan says, “Some 
birds of prey have learned 
to control fire, a skill we 
thought was unique to hu-

mans.” The story contin-
ues as the research team 
gathers evidence on birds 
outside Australia.
Q. Public art comes in 
many shapes and sizes, 
but one of the more un-
usual ones was created 
by a group of Swedish 
artists who got access to 
a tower in a Stockholm 
suburb. What was their 
“brilliant” idea?
A. They started with a 
common trend among 
landmark towers for 
management to change 
the colors of the lights to 
mark holidays and other 
special occasions, says 
Dan Lewis on his “Now I 
Know” website. But they 
wanted to bring coloring 
to the masses by having 
random people make 
the choices. Folks would 

merely go to the Color by 
Numbers website, find 
instructions and then dial 
in or use a smartphone to 
begin. The lights go live 
at sundown. Nine floors 
are open for display, and 
red, green and blue can 
be blended to “paint the 
night sky.” 

If you’re not prepared to 
travel to Stockholm, New 
York City’s Empire State 
Building also displays 
colored lights to honor 
various events or organi-
zations, such as April 22, 
2018: green to honor Earth 
Day; May 2, 2018: red for 
DKMS and World Blood 
Cancer Day; May 4, 2018: 
blue and purple for Police 
Memorial Week; May 20, 
2018: yellow, white and 
blue with a red siren in 
honor of EMS week. Other 

nights, the building’s sig-
nature white is on display.
Q. What are just a few 
of the incredible num-
bers that make up the 
human brain, report-
edly “the most complex 
thing in the universe”?
A. Crammed inside the 
brain are “approximately 
86 billion neurons, sur-
rounded by 180,000 kilo-
metres (112,000 miles) of 
insulated fibers connected 
at 100 trillion synapses,” 
yet it makes up just 2% of 
our total body weight, re-
ports “How It Works: Book 
of Amazing Science.” “It’s 
a vast biological super-
computer,” operating so 
efficiently that it uses less 
energy than a standard 
lightbulb.

All of this stems from a 
single cell which divides 

and grows, and at its peak, 
the developing brain can 
generate 250,000 new 
neurons every minute. 
Though the growth pro-
cess continues after baby’s 
birth, by age 2 the brain is 
80% of its adult size.

When a team at the Salk 
Institute in California 
studied actual brain ca-
pacity, it estimated that 
storage can reach around 1 
million gigabytes of infor-
mation housed in the con-
nections between nerve 
cells. “That’s around 
2,000 years worth of MP3 
music or 223,000 DVDs.”
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OBSERVER ABROAD – BELIZE

Kathryn Brubacher and Robert Wilson explored Belize, staying in Belize City (former capital) and Belmopan (new capital). While there, they 
visited Spanish Lookout, a prosperous Mennonite town. They slept in a tree-house and visited Mayan ruins, and finished their vacation with 
five days on the beach at Caye Caulker. [SUBMITTED]
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BUZZ: Project helps encourage growth of bee population, boosts Wellesley’s bid to become Bee City
FROM | 24

“What we’re thinking 
about is just bringing a 
classroom down and basi-
cally educating the kids ... 
showing the kids what the 
plants do, what they pro-
vide for these pollinators,” 
he says. “Just give them 
an understanding of 
what to plant, how to 
plant, where to plant, 
and just giving some 
education they can 
pass on – not only for them-
selves for knowledge, but 
maybe to the parents.

“So hopefully by next 
year when they start 
blooming these kids can 
come down and get kind 
of excited,” especially once 
the gardens begin to attract 
pollinators, he adds.

Through the pollinator 
gardens and the education-

al programs, Schwende is 
hoping for Wellesley Town-
ship to become recognized 
as an official “Bee City” of 
Canada, a designation that 
would highlight the town-
ship’s commitment to its 
local pollinators. The town-
ship started the application 

for Bee City status last 
month.

“This a movement 
that’s been growing. 

I think people have 
learned about the decline 
of honey bees and perhaps 
have some kind of inkling 
that maybe there’s other 
pollinators out there,” notes 
Shelly Candel, who founded 
the Canadian chapter of Bee 
City in 2016. “I think hu-
man beings have an affinity 
for honey bees. Learning 
that they’re dying, I think 
people are waking up.”

As a member of the Wellesley Community Garden, Steve Kingsbury will be helping to care for the new pollinator garden, which has yet to bloom. The garden, open to all, can be found on 
Gerber Road, near the corner of Nafizger Road,  across from the Wellesley Home Centre. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

The organizers were pleased at the turnout at the all-you-can-eat Wellesley Taco Night on June 9. Not only did the event sell out, they also sold 1,600 tacos in two hours. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Wellesley Taco Night aims to boost options, support worthwhile causes
VERONICA REINER

Some tweaks improved 
this year’s Taste of Welles-
ley Taco Night fundraiser, 
with public feedback likely 
to shape future offerings, 
say organizers, noting it 
shows residents that small 
towns can host exciting 
events without driving all 
the way to the cities.

Now in its second year, 
the event also raises money 
for worthwhile causes, with 
proceeds this time being 
split between Habitat for 
Humanity and families dis-
placed by a fire last month 
in a multi-unit building in 
the township.

“We talk about a new 
Wellesley: there are a lot 
of younger families that 
have moved in the last 10-
15 years,” explained Blair 
Cressman of the Welles-
ley & District Lions Club. 
“Some of the new subdivi-
sions have been developed 
and finished up, and so 
we’re trying to cater to 
some of the newer, younger 
families with fun events 
right in their backyard.

“We’re focusing on 
things that are family ori-
ented,” he added. “It gives 
opportunities for neigh-
bours to get together and 
have a nice evening in their 
town and not have to head 
out to Waterloo or other 
locations. That’s been suc-
cessful.”

The event featured all-
you-can-eat tacos, craft 
beer, Mexican drinks, live 
music and activities for the 
kids. The event was largely 
geared towards children, 
says Cressman.

“The turnout was amaz-
ing,” said chef Steve 
Doiron, a member of the Li-
ons Club and former owner 

of The Odd Duck food 
truck in Wellesley. “We sold 
out and served 1,600 tacos 
in two hours. The plan is to 
continue next year. It keeps 
growing.”

They survived the busy 
crowds through the help 
of many hardworking vol-
unteers, according to Val 
Johnson, a Wellesley resi-
dent who was also on the 

organizing committee.
“We had a local guy, Pat 

LaFrenere and his friend 
Junior, playing an acoustic 
set and crafts and a piñata 
for the kids,” added John-
son. “The environment was 
so fun and full of locals and 
friends from out of Welles-
ley as well. It initially was 
created as a community 
event to bring people to-

gether.”
The group said there 

were some changes from 
last years’ Taco Night.

“We had done it last year 
a little bit differently, and 
I think we thought this 
would be a better fit, trying 
to do it a little bit simpler,” 
said Cressman. “We had 
last year just done a small 
cover charge and purchase 

tacos, and it was a bit tricky 
to handle. So we decided 
to do an all-you-can-eat 
event.”

This technique was 
much more effective, as 
it allowed the staff to stay 
much more organized.

“The all-you-can-eat was 
definitely better than the 
order-and-pay we did last 
year,” said Johnson.

The committee is cur-
rently gathering feedback 
from everyone who was 
involved to make it bigger 
and better for the next year, 
when the Taco Night tradi-
tion will continue. They are 
also in the midst of plan-
ning other local events, as 
they are currently planning 
for an Oktoberfest event in 
the fall, said Cressman.
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CHEF’S TABLE: ‘Tis the season for enjoying fresh strawberries

•RAY FREDERICK 
•COLIN KROPF 
•JEFF JOHNSON

 All sale prices exclude 
H.S.T, and License Fee. 
Fixed rates, based on 

bi-weekly payments O.A.C. 
Finance rates are only good 

for date of publication.

Need
A New

Vehicle?
Visit us
today!

Call one of
our sales reps

today!

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2010 DODGE JOURNEY SE
Roomy and practical SUV. Has economical 4 cylinder 
engine, Uconnect with Bluetooth, air conditioning, 
power windows/locks/mirrors, cruise control and more. 
Finished in white. Has 143,700 kilometers.
FINANCING AVAILABLE. $9,995

$9,995

2016 RAM 1500 LIMITED CREW 4X4
3.0 litre EcoDiesel engine with only 64,500 kms. Comes with 
manufacturers Gold Plan ext. warranty. Top-of-line Limited 
model and loaded with features incl. premium leather seating, 
4-corner air suspension, navigation, pwr sunroof, heated 
front and 2nd row seats & more. Finished in black. $46,995.

317
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE SRT 4X4
Awesome performance from a 6.4 liter V8 engine with 
475 horsepower. Well equipped with Navigation, 
panoramic sunroof, heated seats, power liftgate, 
remote start, back-up camera and much more. Finished 
in black. Only 84,800 kilometers. $53,995.

414
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2017 DODGE CHARGER RALLYE
Awesome looking Rallye package with 20 inch Granite crystal 
aluminum wheels, Navigation, sunroof, heated seats, Beats 
premium audio,blind spot and cross path detection,backup 
camera,8.4 inch media center and much more. Previous daily 
rental. Finished in brilliant black. Only 21,700 kilometers. $31,995.

216
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

168
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2016 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
7 passenger seating, all-wheel drive, V6 engine, leather 
interior, heated seats, remote start, 19 inch wheel package 
and more. Previous daily rental. Has only 51,100 kilometers. 
Finished in billet silver metallic. $24,995.

233
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2012 JEEP WRANGLER
UNLIMITED SAHARA 4X4

Sahara model with dual top group, Uconnect with Bluetooth 
connectivity, heated cloth seats, body colour hardtop, 
remote start and more. 145,600 kilometers. Finished 
in black. $25,995.

203
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2017 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN BLACKTOP
Blacktop appearance package with power liftgate, power 
sliding side doors, Navigation, overhead DVD video, backup 
camera, rear air, Uconnect hands-free and more. Previous 
daily rental. Finished in billet silver metallic. Only 11,800 
kilometers. $29,995.

2016 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SE
Low kilometer trade-in,bought from us new. 7 passenger 
seating with 2nd row bench seat and 3rd row stow-n-go seat.
Has air conditioning,power windows/locks/mirrors,cruise 
control and more. Finished in Granite. Only 43,700 
kilometers. $18,995.

129
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

SALE PRICE

Kitchener · 519-743-7000 | Elmira · 519-669-4425
Palmerston · 1-888-745-5550 | www.earandhearingclinic.com

Ellen Clifford will receive a pair
of hearing aids valued at $4500.

Juliane Shantz, Doctor of Audiology at 
Ear and Hearing Clinic, is thrilled to announce 

the winner of our annual Gift of Hearing.

Congratulations to
OUR WINNER!

1 cup 2% plain unsweetened 
yogurt

In food processor or 
blender, purée strawber-
ries until smooth; set 
aside.

In medium saucepan, 
combine sugar, cornstarch 
and milk; cook over medi-
um heat, stirring constant-
ly, for about 5 minutes or 
until thickened. Stir in pu-
réed strawberries and corn 

Strawberry 
Frozen 
Yogurt
3 cups sliced strawberries
2/3 cup granulated sugar
1 Tbsp.  cornstarch
1 cup milk
1/4 cup corn syrup

syrup. Refrigerate until 
completely cooled, about 1 
hour. (Freezing time about 
4 hours.)

Combine strawberry 
mixture and yogurt. Freeze 
in ice cream maker fol-
lowing manufacturer’s 
instructions. Or turn into 
shallow metal pan; freeze 
until partially frozen, 
about 1 to 2 hours. Scrape 
into food processor or 

FROM | 23 blender; process until 
creamy. Return to shallow 
container and freeze until 
firm.

Allow to soften in refrig-
erator for at least 30 min-
utes before serving.

Enjoy.

NEWS 
SOURCE#1

IN THE REGION
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$59 $79 $99 
Standard Advanced Premium

29A Church St. W., Elmira | 519-210-3030 | www.perfectpitchhearing.com

New Hearing
Aids For Lease
New Hearing

Aids For Lease
Hearing You Can AffordHearing You Can Afford

$$ $ $
Try our leasing program Try our leasing program Try our leasing program 

*See clinic for more details

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

    4 
DAYS 
ONLY!

JUNE SUPER SALE!

THURSDAY 9-9
FRIDAY 9-9

SATURDAY 9-6
SUNDAY10-5

SWISS-MADE
LAMINATE

95¢
per sq ft

REG 2.99

WOOD-GRAIN
TILE

97¢
per sq ft 

REG 4.99

MDF PRIME
BASEBOARDS

67¢
per lin ft 

3-7/8”

12.3MM THICK 
LAMINATE

$137
per sq ft REG 2 .99

HOT DEAL!

12’ X 12’ CARPET 
REMNANTS 

$99each

SOLID
BAMBOO

$177
per sq ft REG 3.99
HANDSCRAPED!

4” X 16”
WALL TILE

$187
per sq ft REG 6.99

NEW PRODUCT!

GLASS
BACKSPLASH

$199
per sq ft REG 6.99

HOT PRICE!

FRIEZE CARPET 
PLUS NO TAX

$157
per sq ft REG 3.19

PLUS NO TAX!

SOLID 3/4”
HARDWOOD

$297
per sq ft REG 5.99

OAK OR MAPLE

MODERN
LEDGESTONE

$397
per sq ft REG 8.99

WOW! HOT BUY!

AREA RUGS!
NO TAX

ON ALL IN-STOCK 

from from

from

from

12X24 CLICK 
VINYL TILES

$177
per sq ft REG 4.99

6.3 THICK

from

from

from

from

from

6MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$197
per sq ft REG 4.99

100% WATERPROOF

from

from

from

from

PLUS NO TAX

THE FIRST ROUND OF 
Wellesley Idol last month 
took the competition from 
18 down to eight contes-
tants. About 60 people 
watched singers performed 
both an a cappella song 
and one of their choos-
ing to qualify for the next 
round. There was mainly a 
mixture of pop and country 
songs performed.

“I was pleasantly sur-
prised,” said Marie Ro-
emer, mother of one of the 
contestants. “The judges 
were professional; they 
had great feedback. They 
were willing to talk to the 
contestants after the com-
petition. My son’s only 10; 
it was his very first compe-
tition; he had no idea what 
to expect, and was a little 
intimidated going into it. 
With a panel of judges sit-
ting in front of you and 
giving you feedback on a 
stage in front of a whole au-
dience. They were lovely; 
they were very positive 
and constructive with their 
feedback. And willing to 
talk to him after the com-
petition as well.”

Her son, Mitchell Ro-
emer, qualified for the 
next round after his per-
formance of Perfect by Ed 
Sheeran and his a cappella 
cover of One Call Away 
by Charlie Puth. The next 
round is slated for Septem-
ber 11 at the Wellesley Fall 
Fair. He enjoyed his experi-
ence, despite feeling a bit 
uneasy in the beginning.

“It went pretty well, 
yeah. I was kind of ner-
vous,” he said. “I’ve done 
some performing in front 
of people before, so. It was 
a really cool experience 
because I’ve never been in 
front of judges before.”

Performers are between 
ages 10-18, with diverse 
musical background expe-
rience. Many of them are 

Now down to eight
Contestants have a few months to prepare for next round

VERONICA REINER

members of the K-W Glee 
Club; others participate 
solely for the love of sing-
ing. Judges make sure to 
be compassionate towards 
every singer.

“The audience is very 
supportive of everybody,” 
explained event organizer 
Wendy Richardson. “Years 
ago, we had one little girl; 
she was shy to sing. When 
her turn came, she would 
give it up. And hang on, 
and she thought she’d go 
again, and then she chick-
ened out of that. And in 
the end, she did sing. She 
was so shaky. And every-
body gave her a standing 
ovation, just for getting up 
there and doing it. Every-
body was so proud of her. 
Whether you knew her or 
not, everybody was so sup-
portive of her.”

There are several key 
features they watch out for 
when determining whether 
a contestant will move 
ahead to the next round. 
In particular, they focus on 
qualities that entertain the 
audience. 

“They look out for vocal 
quality, including vocal 
control, vocal tone, and vo-
cal arrangement choices,” 
said Richardson. “Whether 
the song is good for them, 
whether it suits their range, 

whether it suits their per-
sonality. Facial and body 
expression, engagement 
with the audience. Song 
choice and personality as 
well as technical strengths 
such as stage presence and 
microphone technique.”

In the meantime before 
the next round, performers 
will have the opportunity 
to work with the judges to 
perfect their on-stage per-
formance using the quali-
ties mentioned. It is 30 
minutes long and a com-
pletely optional portion of 
the competition. 

“I’m sure they all get 
nervous, but the workshop 
helps them to grow,” said 
Richardson. “Whether they 
go on or not, the workshop 
always helps them grow 
somewhat.”

The next competi-
tion will take place on 
September 11, when the 
eight contestants will be 
narrowed down to three. 
The audience will also 
have the choice to vote on 
their favourite contestant, 
awarding that contestant 
the People’s Choice Award, 
along with $125. The first, 
second and third place 
winners will also receive a 
cash prize.

“Take advantage of it, if 
you like music,” said Marie 
Roemer. “Take advantage 
of this great opportunity 
that our small community 
is giving these young kids 
to experience their music 
and grow with their talents, 
wherever they want to take 
that. Whether it be to be a 
professional musician or 
just for their own enjoy-
ments. It’s a well-run com-
petition.”

“There’s a number of 
kids in our area that have 
a huge amount of talent,” 
added Wendy Smith, moth-
er of one of the contestants 
and designer of the poster. 
“It’s super exciting and su-
per fun to watch.”

Wendy Smith designed the promotional 
poster for Wellesley Idol. Her daughter, 
Jorja Smith, is competing in the event. 
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