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APPRECIATION DAYSERVICE
Calvin Knarr

10 MAIN ST., DRAYTON

 Computer Diagnostics

 General Automotive Repairs

 Regular & Annual Safeties

 Tires & Brakes
“Friendly, Affordable, Efficient Service”
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ELMIRA SCOUTS 
HAVE A NEW 
CO-COMMISSIONER

STEVE KANNON

STEVE KANNON

Showroom, Retail & Commercial Sales:  650 Weber St. N. Waterloo@ Benjamin      519.888.9992   www.StoneLandscapes.ca
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Mulch & SoilMulch & SoilMulch & SoilMulch & SoilMulch & SoilMulch & SoilMulch & SoilMulch & Soil
For your gardens

PLANS TO CRAM MORE than two doz-
en homes onto the land surrounding 
the historic Jakobstettel house have 
nearby residents feeling less than 
neighbourly.

They turned out in numbers Tues-
day night for a planning meeting in 
Woolwich council chambers, opposed 
to a proposal to build some 27 homes 
on a 3.25-acre portion of the land at 16 
Isabella St. in St. Jacobs.

In letters submitted prior to the 
meeting, residents raised a laundry 
list of concerns about the proposal, 
from noise and traffic volumes 
through to incompatibility with the 

HAVING ALREADY 
DUMPED $160,000 into 
a regional economic de-
velopment scheme, Wool-
wich is now in for another 
$250,000, councillors hav-
ing this week signed on 

Neighbours 
unhappy with 
plans for 
Jakobstettel 
property

JAKOBSTETTEL | 7

WHO KNEW EMERGENCY PLANNING COULD BE THIS MUCH FUN?

Making safety fun, Woolwich Township held its annual emergency preparedness event at the WMC on Friday. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Woolwich pledges $250,000 to regional economic development group
COUNCIL / SPENDING

for another five years with 
little discussion.

The Waterloo Economic 
Development Corporation 
is a joint venture between 
the Region of Waterloo 
and its seven-member 
municipalities: the cities 
of Kitchener, Waterloo and 

Cambridge, and the town-
ships of Woolwich, Welles-
ley, Wilmot and North 
Dumfries. 

Launched in 2015 as the 
Waterloo Region Economic 
Development Corpora-
tion – later dropping the 
“region” from its moniker 

– it’s a joint strategy to re-
cruit businesses to set up 
shop in the region, and to 
promote expansion of ex-
isting companies. It has an 
annual operation budget of 
$2 million.

Woolwich chief admin-
istrative officer David 

Brenneman said member-
ship in the organization 
has been a boon for the 
township, pointing to 
WEDC’s work last year 
with an expansion at Con-
estoga Meat Packers in 
Breslau and relocation of 
a business to St. Jacobs. 

He recommended council 
renew membership for five 
years at an annual cost of 
$50,000. 

Last year, WEDC carried 
out 11 deals valued at $316 
million. 

WEDC | 5
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TAKE CONTROL
EVERY SEASON.

kubota.ca  |  
*See your dealer for details.

Kubota M6s-111 ROPS 

• The standard economy tractor M6S-111 ROPS 
can take on a variety of tasks. Ideal for hay 
and cattle operations and outstanding 
performance for uses such as loader work, 
haying operations, mowing and more. 

• 114 Engine HP with 95 PTO Horsepower 

• 32 Speed Swing Shift Plus Transmission

Wellington Rd 7, Elora • 519.846.5388

Celebrating 20+ years in business

May 7th - May 24th

Share your story

why you, or someone

you love, needs

hearing aids – for

a chance to win 

the gift of hearing.

w w w.earandhear ingc l in ic .com

Submit your entries to:
elvira@earandhearingclinic.com

Sign up:
www.earandhearingclinic.com/special-offers

Or drop off your entry
at our front desk

“Our reputation is your guarantee.”
69 Arthur St. S, Elmira  |  519-669-4425

CELEBRATING OUR
5TH YEAR BLESSING
THOSE IN NEED WITH 
THE JOY OF HEARING

MAY IS BETTER HEARING MONTH

UNTIL JUNE 15 • Hours: Mon to Fri 8-8, Sat 8-6, Sun 10-5

2615 Victoria St. N, BRESLAU
(on HWY 7 between Kitchener & Guelph)

519-648-2608
 www.belgian-nursery.com

Belgian Nursery – A FLOWER WORLD... a sight to see

UNTIL JUNE 15

IN tropical HOUSEPLANTS...

•HIBISCUS 
•MANDEVILLEA
•PALM TREES
•BANANA TREES

IN the Perennial Centre...

HOSTA • DAY LILIES
CLEMATIS • PEONIES • IRIS

VINES & LOTS MORE....SALE$399
EACH

10 OR MORE
$379

EACH

Petunias • Tomatoes • Bacopa
Coleus • New Guineau Impatiens

Bounce Impatiens

4 INCH POT ANNUALS

$279
EACH

Petunias • Portulaca • Marigolds
Tomatoes • Peppers • Salvia

Fibrous Begonias • Impatiens
Snapdragons & More...

BOX OF 4 ANNUALS

 SALE $20 • TRAY OF 8 BOXES

OVER 40,000 POTS OF PERENNIAL

GREAT
ASSORTMENT
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HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

P H A R M A C Y

W • O • O • L • W • I • C • H

Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

KEN SEILING DOESN’T 
HAVE a handle on what 
he’ll be doing with his 
time when December rolls 
around, but he knows what 
he won’t be doing: sitting 
in the chairman’s office at 
the Region of Waterloo.

Seiling, 70, won’t be 
seeking re-election this 
fall, vacating the seat he’s 
held for 33 years. His re-
tirement puts an end to a 
42-year political career that 
dates back to his 1976 elec-
tion to Woolwich council. 
The lifelong Elmira resi-
dent was then Woolwich’s 
mayor, joining regional 
council as chair in 1985 
when the position was 
still filled by a vote among 
councillors. The office be-
came directly elected by 
the public in 1997.

In more than four de-
cades in politics, he’s seen 
plenty of change in Wa-
terloo Region, much of it 
based on incessant growth. 
But it’s growth that’s been 
managed fairly well, he 
maintains, crediting prede-
cessor Jack Young – the first 
chairman following the 1973 
creation of the Regional 
Municipality of Waterloo – 
and the development of a 
growth master plan.

While there has been sig-
nificant growth, the region 
can look to neighbouring 
municipalities to see the 
often-negative effects of 

STEVE KANNON

Longtime regional chair’s decision not to seek re-election after 33 years at the helm opens up a race to fi ll the vacancy 

Ken Seiling to retire at end of term
much rapider growth – 
much of the GTA – and the 
perils of stagnation, as with 
some areas to the north 
and west. Waterloo Re-
gion has kept to a healthy 
middle ground, Seiling 
maintains. 

“I got into politics so 
that my kids and grandkids 
could have the same kind 
of community that I had 
growing up here,” he said. 
“I think we’ve managed 
fairly well,”

The growth has allowed 
the region to become more 
self-sufficient, he said, 
noting that early on in his 
career he objected to direc-
tion such as high-speed rail 
that threatened to make the 
region a bedroom commu-
nity for larger centres. Now, 
the region is an economic 
centre in its own right. 

“The region is a much 
stronger place than we 
were 40 years ago.”

That’s due to people here 
being able to change with 
the times, he says. From 
agricultural and manufac-
turing – which still remain 
large parts of the economy 
– through to insurance 
and high-tech companies, 
businesses and people here 
have adapted.

“The region has weath-
ered the ups and downs,” 
said Seiling. “The com-
munity keeps reinventing 
itself.”

He gives some credit to 
regional council for provid-

ing good stewardship of the 
growth and change.

Today, growth manage-
ment focuses on curtailing 
sprawl, funnelling develop-
ment into existing urban 
areas by increasing density 
and infilling projects. In 
that regard, the region has 
met its target of 50 per cent 
of growth going in that di-
rection.

“We’re getting the kinds 
of results that we’d hoped 
for,” Seiling noted.

Beyond growth, Seiling 
points to the region’s sup-
port for arts and culture, 
housing and social welfare 
as areas where he can take 

pride in his tenure at the 
helm of regional council.

Housing, in particular, 
has proven to be a tricky 
file, he notes, as demand 
far outstrips the supply of 
affordable housing and the 
money to create new units.

Historically, the region 
has tried to make available 
funds go as far as possible, 
working with private de-
velopers, community agen-
cies, non-profits and any 
other interested party.

“There’s always a large 
community effort in our 
housing work,” said Seiling. 
“But it’s never enough.”

Pointing to the long his-

tory of volunteer efforts to 
make housing and other 
social services more viable, 
Seiling says he’s worried 
about the future in that 
capacity. Changing demo-
graphics have put a damp-
er on grassroots and NGO 
agencies – there are fewer 
volunteers, and groups are 
having trouble with fund-
raising. 

Given that such organi-
zations do work that the 
region could never afford 
to cover if holes start de-
veloping, the concerns are 
pressing, he said.

That’s an intractable 
problem that won’t be 

solved before his retire-
ment. But he’ll have plenty 
to keep him busy before 
the term runs out Novem-
ber 30. After that? He’s not 
sure. Not golfing or fishing, 
those quintessential re-
tirement activities, as he’s 
never had time for either. 

Two people have made 
it official in vying for Seil-
ing’s job in the October 22 
election: current regional 
councillor Karen Red-
man and former Waterloo 
councillor Jan d’Ailly. Busi-
nessman Jay Aissa, who 
finished second to Seiling 
in the 2014 election, has 
indicated he’ll run again.

Ken Seiling, whose office at the Waterloo Region administrative building includes a large collection of sundries such as reminders of his family’s agricultural roots as Holstein breeders, is 
wrapping up 33 years at the helm of regional council at the end of this term.

YOUNG AND IN POSSES-
SION of a good set of pipes? 
Live in the area? You might 
be in line to become the 
next Wellesley Idol winner.

Tryouts are being held 
for the 13th annual compe-
tition on May 27 at 1 p.m. at 
the Wellesley Community 
Centre to showcase local 
talent in the area. The first, 
second and third place 

Young singers now warming up as Wellesley Idol holds tryouts later this month
VERONICA REINER winners will receive prize 

money for their efforts. A 
cash prize of $500 will be 
given to the first-place win-
ner, $300 to the second and 
$200 for the third. There’s 
also a $125 prize for the 
People’s Choice Award. 

Contestants must be ages 
10-18 and live and/or attend 
school in the areas of Wool-
wich, Wellesley, Wilmot 
and Perth East townships. 
There is an admittance 

charge of $5 per adult, $2 
per youth and $10 per fam-
ily. All of the money stays 
within the Idol program.

Participants are evalu-
ated by a panel of judges 
who give constructive 
feedback based on their 
performance. One of these 
judges is Allister Bradley, a 
musical artist.

“At its essence, it looks a 
lot like the Idol television 
shows that we’ve come to 

know and love and hate. 
There’s a panel of judges 
that will comment after a 
performance,” said Brad-
ley. “But there’s no Simon 
Cowell at the table. We’re 
all very friendly and help-
ful. We don’t want to hurt 
anybody’s feelings.”

While they are all construc-
tive critics, there are specific 
features of performance that 
they watch out for. 

“I look for performers 

that have an impact on an 
audience,” he said. “That’s 
what I got in my head, is 

imagining an audience re-
action to the singer.” 

“It opens doors for them 
in the community, too,” 
added event organizer 
Wendy Richardson. “Be-
cause we get requests from 
the Lions Club and the 
Christmas Tyme Parade for 
them to sing. So they get a 
bit of noticeability.”

They are accepting reg-

IDOL | 6

2017 Wellesley Idol  Anastasia Bilodeau.
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Election Day is 
June 7, 2018.
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To vote in this election, you must be:
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• a Canadian citizen; and
• a resident of Ontario.

To find out where you vote, visit elections.on.ca,  
check your Voter Information Card or call us at  
1.888.668.8683 (TTY: 1.888.292.2312).

Each voting location will have magnifiers, Braille ballot 
templates and other tools to help you vote. 

Don’t forget to bring your ID and Voter Information Card  
when you go to vote.
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Free Lunch & Learn 
Pain, arthritis and medical cannabis

Wed May 30th 12-2pm
5 Parkside Dr, St. Jacobs, ON N0B 2N0

harvestmoonrestaurant.ca

Presented by the Waterloo
Clinic Network

• understand how pain and arthri�s sufferers can benefit from 
medical cannabis

• learn about new studies regarding CBD (non psychoac�ve 
component of cannabis) 

• learn about the referral process (no nega�on for referring 
physicians)

• The Clinic Network was founded in 2015, is a division of Cura - Can
Health Group and currently has 10+ clinics assessing pa�ents

• meet the staff the new  Waterloo Medical Cannabis Clinic 

Please contact David Schenk if
interested dave@theclinicnetwork.ca
or 519-504-8434
99 Northfield Dr East Unit 204
Waterloo Ontario (north of Conestoga 
Mall - Northfield Medical Building)

Nothing on the menu 
will come from the Welles-
ley Pond, but proceeds 
from the community fish 
fry scheduled for May 25 
will go back into the pond. 

Hosted at the Welles-
ley Home Centre from 5 
to 7 p.m., the event is a 
fundraiser for the pond 
restoration project. Along 
with dinner, the outing will 
feature a plant sale, a silent 
auction and an educational 
presentation on garden-
ing by garden expert Mark 
Cullen.

Cullen also presented at 
the previous community 
fish fry fundraiser in 2015 
that saw some 400 people 
in attendance. That event 
raised more than $6,000 in 
support of the construction 
of an accessible playground 
near the Wellesley Commu-
nity Centre.

“It was fabulous,” he 
said. “It was just so much 
fun. I would tell your read-
ers that they should come 
and plan on having some 
fun, a good relaxing night 
out. It seems to me that ev-
eryone who comes ends up 
meeting their neighbours 
there. Because there’s a lot 

Community fish fry, to benefit pond restoration project
Wellesley Home Centre recruit garden celebrity expert, Mark Cullen, to headline fundraising event

VERONICA REINER of networking going on.”
In addition to a fish 

dinner with potato salad, 
homemade-style pies and 
other refreshments, there 
will be a variety of items 
sold including community 
perennials and plants from 
Cullen’s garden. 

“Last time I brought a 
handful of tomatoes from 
my own greenhouse,” he 
said. “They sold very well. 
All the money went to a 
very good cause, a local 
charity. They were raising 
money for a playground at 
the time. This year, it’s a 
different charity.”

 The Wellesley Pond res-
toration project is the cho-
sen recipient this year, the 
money helping the ongoing 
effort to improve the state 
of the natural landmark. 

“Over the years, the 
pond, which is obviously 
a focal point of the town, 
adds a lot of natural beauty 
to the downtown area,” 
said John Kuepfer, owner 
of Wellesley Home Centre. 
“It’s been filling up with 
silt. So it just needs to be 
cleaned up and have the 
edges reinforced in certain 
areas. Grand River Conser-
vation Authority is working 
on a plan. I think they may 

have it finalized actually 
for that evening for a pre-
sentation to explain exactly 
what’s going to happen. 
And basically revitalize 

that pond so it can keep 
looking good and be a good 
habitat for fish and plants 
for years to come.”

This year, Cullen will 
be doing the presentation 
with his son, Ben. They 
will be covering plenty of 

nature-related topics.
“Both of us will be talk-

ing about how the broad 
sweep of impatience on 
the picture-perfect lawn 
is a thing of the past,” said 
Cullen. “We’ll be talking 
about how it’s been re-

placed with a great passion 
for food; new gardeners 
love food. And also the 
embracing of nature and 
creating biodiversity in the 
garden.”

“One of the topics he’s 
going to be addressing 
this time is plants that at-
tract pollinators and but-
terflies,” added Kuepfer. 
“Kind of a big movement 
to help produce gardens 
that are bee-friendly to 
help out our friends, the 
bees. Because there’s been 
quite a decline in them in 
the last number of years in 
North America. Just en-
couraging people to plant 
those kind of plants and 
be there for the butterflies 
and the bees. That will def-
initely be one of the topics. 
We will also have a silent 
auction of various items 
that are being donated by 
the community. Just to 
help with the cause.”

Tickets are $20 per adult 
and $10 for children aged 
12 and under. Children 3 
and under are free. Tickets 
can be purchased through 
Wellesley Home Centre. 
The event is sponsored 
by Wellesley Home Cen-
tre, Wellesley Fair Board, 
Wellesley Horticultural 
Society and Wellesley Li-
ons. All of the proceeds will 
go to charity. 

Proceeds from the community fish fry on May 25 will go towards improving the Wellesley Pond, where residents gathered on May 15 for 
some fishing and relaxation. [VERONICA REINER]
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POLICE BLOTTER

M AY  5

11:10 AM | The theft of a 
masonry mixer from a work site in 
the Township of Perth East remains 
under investigation. Members of 
the Perth County OPP spoke with 
the owner, who believes that the 
mixer was removed during the early 
morning hours. The mixer is valued at 
approximately $5,000 and would pri-
marily be used at construction sites.   
Residents are asked to contact police 
with any information.  If you have 
information on this incident, please 
call police.  Report suspicious activity 
or vehicles by calling 1-888-310-1122. 
or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
or www.pc-crimestoppers.ca, where 
you may be eligible to receive a cash 
reward of up to $2,000.

M AY  1 4

1:30 PM | Wellington County 
OPP responded to a single-vehicle 
collision on Wellington Road 8, near 
Drayton. The vehicle had entered 
a ditch and the lone occupant 
suffered fatal injuries. The driver, 
a  24-year-old Moorefield woman, 
was pronounced dead at scene. 
Wellington Road 8 was closed for 
numerous hours. The cause of the 
collision is still under investigation.

Gun amnesty ended, police collect 
hundreds of weapons
ONTARIO PROVINCIAL 
POLICE AND its municipal 
law enforcement partners 
received and rendered safe 
hundreds of weapons and 
thousands of rounds of am-
munition during a month-
long gun amnesty in April, 
police report.

The OPP received 592 
gun amnesty calls for ser-
vice, 86 of which (or 14.5 
per cent) were received 
through the online report-
ing option on the OPP 
website. They recovered 
689 items through appoint-
ments made with OPP of-
ficers including 267 rifles, 
156 shotguns, 113 prohib-
ited firearms, and 62 other 
guns such as replica and 
vintage weapons. Some 
12,615 pieces of ammuni-
tion were collected.

 All Ontario police 
services participated in 
the month-long initiative. 
During that time, a total of 
1,503 guns were voluntarily 
surrendered in non-OPP 
jurisdictions.

A majority of firearms 

that have been surrendered 
to police will be destroyed, 
but a number of guns will 
be retained for historical, 
educational or training 
purposes. Although the 
gun amnesty has officially 
ended, police will continue 
to accept submissions from 
the public. Interested gun 
owners may call the OPP 
at 1-888-310-1122 or their 
local police service’s non-
emergency lines to arrange 
for officers to attend and 
safely retrieve the weap-
ons. 

Police continue to en-
courage members of the 
public to turn in unwanted 
weapons despite the con-
clusion of this initiative. 
Police retain the ability to 
exercise discretion (am-
nesty) regarding weapons 
related charges at all times, 
not just during this month 
long event. The public 
is reminded that no one 
should ever deliver guns, 
ammunition or military 
ordinance directly to police 
facilities. 

END OF THE LOAD IN WELLESLEY

A transport truck carrying asphalt rolled over at the intersection of Manser Road and William Hastings Line on Friday evening. The cause of 
the accident was unknown,  but no other vehicles were involved and no charges had been laid. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Woolwich awards 
gravel tender

Woolwich will spend $190,000 this 
year to upgrade six stretches of gravel 
road in the township.

Meeting this week, councillors 
awarded a contract to Joe Kerr Ltd. to 
supply and place some 15,370 tonnes 
of gravel at a cost of $12.15 per tonne 
(after HST rebate). That’s up from $11.15 
per tonne last year, reflecting higher 
gravel and, particularly, haulage costs.

The company was the sole bidder on 
the work tendered by the township.

Roads slated for sections of new 

gravel include Letson Drive, Buggy 
Lane, Halm Road, Cox Creek Road, 
Lundy Road and Durant Road.

The tendered amount was slightly 
higher than the $186,200 budgeted by 
the township.

Township joins 
sustainablity org

Woolwich will be joining Sustainable 
Waterloo Region (SWR) as an observ-
ing organization this year, the first 
step in developing a plan to reduce the 
township’s carbon footprint, saving 
money through energy efficiencies 
along the way.

The development of a plan also 
enhances the township’s position in 
seeking grants from senior govern-
ments, some of which are increas-
ingly tied to greenhouse gas emission 
strategies, chief administrative officer 
David Brenneman told councilors 
meeting Tuesday night.

Joining SWR comes with an annual 
membership fee of $4,125.

Shantz Station 
kennel approved

More of a doggy daycare than a 
traditional kennel, a new venture 
near Breslau won approval this week 

for a kennel licence from Woolwich 
Township.

Councillors meeting Tuesday night 
OK’d an application from Sabrina 
Corbeil to use an existing facility at 
2137 Shantz Station Rd. as a daycare for 
up to 25 dogs. The operation will run 
during the day, with no breeding or 
overnight boarding of animals.

Corbeil said the focus will be on 
small dogs, which will be kept inside 
for the most part, taking advantage 
of the amenities of the former 
veterinary setup on the large property. 
That assuaged councilors about any 
potential noise concerns due to the 
large number of dogs onsite.

Region requests 
better GO trains

With a provincial election around the 
corner, Region of Waterloo councillors 
have called on all political parties to 
remain committed to a Waterloo GO 
trainl service to Toronto.

At a meeting May 9, councillors said 
a two-way, all-day GO train service 
between Kitchener-Waterloo and 
Toronto would play a “key part of 
unlocking the full potential of the 
Toronto-Waterloo Innovation Corridor.” 
The corridor, they said, would be 
responsible for the creation of over 

170,000 jobs and an estimated $17 
billion to the country’s GDP.

In addition to the rail service for 
Kitchener-Waterloo, councillors also 
called for a GO service to Cambridge.

The benefits, they said, would be to 
attract businesses and talent to the 
“Innovation Corridor” and alleviate 
traffic congestion along the 401.

Council requested the provincial 
parties, local municipalities and 
the federal government to remain 
committed to creating the two-way 
rail service between Waterloo Region 
and Toronto by 2024, and Canada’s first 
high speed rail system from Toronto to 
London by 2025.

15%
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30%
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“Approximately 35 per 
cent of the investment 
deals in 2017 were in the 
townships. In particular, 
with the help of WEDC, 
Conestoga Meats in the 
Township of Woolwich 
received $5.3 million in 
funding from the Ontario 
government to support 

its expansion including 
creating 170 new jobs,” 
said Brenneman in a re-
port to council. “As well, 
WEDC worked in col-
laboration with the town-
ship to re-locate Huron 
Digital Pathology to St. 
Jacobs, and that move 
included 30 existing jobs 
along with plans for ex-
pansion. This particular 

FROM | COVER

WEDC: Little discussion, few figures as council quickly agrees to sign on for another five years
development also re-
sulted in four additional 
light manufacturing 
units being constructed, 
and two of those units 
have been leased.”

Coun. Patrick Merlihan 
was the sole dissenting 
voice, pointing to the lack 
of details surrounding 
financial benefits to the 
township. He also argued 

against tying the hands of 
the next council by signing 
on for five more years, sug-
gesting the decision should 
be made following this 
fall’s election.

“I’m uncomfortable with 
making a decision for the 
entire next term of coun-
cil.”

Earlier, he pressed 
WEDC president Tony La-

mantia for the difference 
between economic de-
velopment and corporate 
welfare.

Lamantia noted that 
only two of last year’s 11 
deals closed by WEDC 
involved government 
money. He said some-
times grants or loans are 
needed to seal the deal, 
especially when compet-

ing with U.S. centres. Even 
before the corporate tax 
cuts in the U.S., Canadian 
cities sometimes had a 
hard time dealing with the 
large handouts – from tax 
holidays to bond issuances 
– available to jurisdictions 
to the south. Provincial 
and/or federal money can 
sometimes level the play-
ing field, he said.
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EDSS STUDENT TIFFANY 
WEBER was recognized 
by the KW Legacy orga-
nization this week for her 
volunteerism work in the 
community and interna-
tionally. The Grade 12 stu-
dent, a Linwood resident, 
was the recipient of the 
inaugural Jim Lehman 
Legacy Scholarship for the 
sum of $5,000 towards her 

istrations until May 20 at 7 
p.m. The competition is di-
vided into three parts: first 
the tryouts, then the semi-
finals on September 11 at 
the Wellesley Fall Fair, and 
the finals on September 29 
at the Wellesley Apple But-
ter and Cheese Festival. 

There has been a waiting 
list for the past couple of 
years, says Richardson.

“We usually cut off the 
number of participants in 
the competition at 20,” she 
added. “Those on the wait-
ing list, I let them know 
first when we have a date 
for the following year.”

Tryouts are a bit of a pro-
cess, she explains.. 

“For the tryouts, they 

have to do an a cappella 
song, and that’s only two 
minutes long, and they 
have to do one with ac-
companied music, which is 
about three minutes long,” 
said Richardson. “Then 
they submit the music to 
our sound man Johnny 
Sauder. They get narrowed 
down to six to eight people. 
I think it really shows the 
talent that we have in this 
area. We have a lot from 
Elmira area as well. St. Cle-
ments is a real hub for sing-
ing talent. We get a lot from 
there, and they go far.”

The event can be very 
taxing to performers.

“It’s not supposed to be 
stressful, although it’s al-
ways going to be singing in 
front of a crowd and sing-

ing in front of the judges,” 
added Bradley.

“I think the most useful 
thing to know is that it’s 
not just a singing contest 
for prizes. We very much 
look at this as a mentorship 
opportunity, as both a cele-
bration of the joy of making 
music and an opportunity 
for us to help young singers 
really get an understanding 
of what the road might look 
like if they decided they 
wanted to pursue this pro-
fessionally,” said Bradley. 
“But that’s not a condition 
of what we do. It’s not just 
for anybody who wants to 
be professional, it’s for any-
body who just loves the joy 
of music.”

Last years’ winner was 
Anastasia Bilodeau from 

Wellesley. She continues 
to work with Bradley to 
further pursue her musical 
career. 

“It’s weekly lessons. But 
we cover everything from 
songwriting, to learning 
guitar, and we eventually 
get into recording,” he said. 
“We’re hitting everything, 
we’re doing music theory, 
plus we’re doing lyric writ-
ing, and I’m incorporating 
that into her guitar lessons 
as well. I’m not teaching 
her guitar, but I’m helping 
her tie it all together.”

They are also looking for 
volunteers to shadow at 
this years’ event. Anyone 
interested in participating 
or volunteering can contact 
Chris at 519-656-2034 or 
Wendy at 519-656-2961.
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IDOL: Organizers now see waiting lists to take part in the contest

Linwood’s Tiff any Weber is inaugural recipient of Jim Lehman Legacy Scholarship for her work in the community

Legacy award rewards volunteer effort
COMMUNITY / MAKING A DIFFERENCE

FAISAL ALI university career.
After an emotional meet-

ing with the family of the 
late Jim Lehman on Tues-
day, Weber said she was 
especially grateful to have 
been selected.

“It’s very encouraging in 
helping me to continue to 
volunteer and help others. 
I think that I’m very hon-
oured and thankful,” she 
said, noting that she still 
felt in shock a bit. “I’m just 

blown away.”
Weber learned a lot of the 

significance of the award, 
she says, when she met 
the family. The KW Legacy 
organization manages and 
fundraises for a number 
of scholarships offered by 
different groups. This year, 
family members of Lehman 
had created an award in his 
memory.

The organization helped 
to find members in the 
community eligible for the 
scholarship, but it was the 
family of Lehman that se-
lected the winner.

“We’re basically looking 
for future leaders in our 
respective community,” 
explained Mike Denomme, 
who is the co-founder of 
KW Legacy as well as the 
nephew of Lehman on his 
mother’s side. Denomme’s 
father Vince, mother Di-
ane, and brothers Brian 
and Scott put up the $5,000 
together to fund the schol-
arship.

“We’re actually looking 
for these types of students, 
and when she was talking 
we knew we had found the 
right student,” he added.

For Weber, who hopes 
to become a registered 
nurse, volunteering seems 
as much a way of living as 
anything else. With her 
church youth group, she’s 
routinely given her time 
at local organizations like 
the Reapers of Hope or the 
various group homes in 
Waterloo. The group will 
also pass by the Chartwell 
retirement home just to 
talk and, sometimes, sing.

“It’s not great singing but 
they love it anyways,” she 
added with a laugh. 

Beyond her local efforts, 

it was also Weber’s volun-
teerism across Canada and 
out of the country that left 
an impression. Some of 
that may have been incul-
cated into her by her fami-
ly. Weber’s parents founded 
the Crane Lake Discovery 
Camp, a registered charity 
and camp run by volun-
teers in the Muskoka area.

Abroad, Weber last year 
made a trek to Bolivia to 
lend her hand at an or-
phanage that her church 
had been supporting.

“It was with a group of 
youth and we just hung out 
at this orphanage called 
Ninos Con Valor, and we 
just got to know the chil-
dren of the orphanage. 

And then we built a shed 
there too, and just did a lot 
of activities with the kids 
there.”

Closer to home, Weber 
also ventured out with an-
other group to the Grassy 
Narrows First Nations 
reserve in Western Ontario 
to meet and learn from the 
locals.

“There we just did a lot 
of service learning with the 
community. Just seeing 
some of the struggles, the 
harder parts of Canada and 
trying to understand their 
journey and their experi-
ence in life,” she said.

Choosing a recipient for 
the first Jim Lehman Lega-
cy Scholarship, the family 

wanted someone who best 
exemplified his own quali-
ties. Lehman was himself 
heavily involved in the 
community as a volunteer, 
but more than that was 
his character, which, Mike 
Denomme says, they found 
mirrored in Weber’s appli-
cation for the scholarship.

“She talked about jus-
tice a lot. She really wants 
justice for all, she doesn’t 
want people to be mistreat-
ed. She roots for the under-
dog,” said Denomme. “Just 
these traits that my mum 
talked about that were 
very similar to Jim, that we 
found when we read it, we 
knew we kind of had her 
person.” 

EDSS student Tiffany Weber was the first recipient of Jim Lehman Legacy Scholarship for $5,000 for her extensive volunteerism, both in the 
community and beyond. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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Notice of Intention to Amend  
the Fees & Charges By-Law

The Region of Waterloo intends to amend By-law 17-076 (Establish Fees and 
Charges). The amendment to the by-law will include changes to child care fees. 

The by-law will be considered at the Regional Council Meeting scheduled for:

Wednesday, June 6, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Regional Municipality of Waterloo

Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, Administration Building
150 Frederick Street, Kitchener

A copy of the proposed fees and charges will be available for review after Friday, 
May 4, 2018 in the Council & Administrative Services Office, Region of Waterloo, 
2nd Floor, 150 Frederick Street, Kitchener.  

If you wish to speak at the Council meeting, please register as a delegation with 
the Region's Council and Administrative Services Division at 519-575-4400 by 4:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, June 5, 2018. If you require accessible services to participate, 
please contact the Council & Administrative Services at least five days in advance 
of the meeting.

This notice is in accordance with the “Municipal Act”, 2001.

Kris Fletcher, Director, Council and Administrative Services/Regional Clerk

All comments and information received from individuals, stakeholder groups and 
agencies regarding this by-law are being collected to assist the Region of Waterloo 
in making a decision.  Under the “Municipal Act”, personal information such as 
name, address, telephone number, and property location that may be included in a 
submission becomes part of the public record. Questions regarding the collection of 
this information should be referred to Council & Administrative Services.

Notice Of Pesticide Use

Please be advised of the application of larvicide to the following locations for 
the control of West Nile Virus Vectors;

•  Catch Basins
•  Sewage Lagoons
•  Ditches and Standing Water

Between May 15, 2018 and October 1, 2018, municipalities within the 
Region of Waterloo will be conducting a larviciding program under the 
authority of the Region of Waterloo Medical Officer of Health to prevent 
the development of mosquito larvae into vectors of West Nile Virus. Altosid 
Pellets (methoprene, PCP #21809) or VectoLex WSP pouches (Bacillus 
sphaericus, PCP #28009) will be placed into catch basins of storm drains within 
the Region. The granular formulation of the larvicide VectoLex CG (Bacillus 
sphaericus, PCP #28008), will be applied to sewage lagoons, where larvae are 
present.  The liquid formulation of the larvicide VectoBac 1200L (B.t.i., PCP 
#21062) or VectoBac 200G (B.t.i., PCP #18158, granular) will be applied to 
standing water throughout the Region, where larvae are present. All larvicide 
will be applied by licensed applicators or trained technicians employed by 
Pestalto Environmental Health Services following Ministry of the Environment 
and Climate Change guidelines.

For additional details on exact locations and dates of treatments, please call 
Region of Waterloo Public Health, Health Protection and Investigation at 519-
575-4400 or Pestalto Environmental Health Services Inc.  at 1-866-648-7773. 
For information about West Nile: www.regionofwaterloo.ca/fightthebite

heritage value of the for-
mer Jakobstettel Inn and 
surrounding neighbour-
hood. 

“Something needs to be 
done with the place and the 
property,” acknowledged 
Gerry Dyck, owner of the 
adjacent property, adding 
the proposal is not an ap-
propriate way to develop 
the site. “It doesn’t fit the 
character of the neighbour-
hood.” 

Going beyond a pro-
posed heritage designation 
for the existing house, 
he suggested the whole 
neighbourhood should be 
considered. 

His neighbour, Paul 
Kalbfleisch, said the plan 
does a “disservice to this 
property,” noting the devel-
opment would change the 
very nature of the commu-
nity, not a good example of 
infilling.

“It’s going to take a tran-
quil, park-like setting and 
turn it into suburbia,” he 
said, noting that he left just 
such a neighbourhood 23 
years ago to enjoy village 
life in St. Jacobs.

Planner Amanda Stel-
lings of Polocorp, repre-
senting owners GoldenEye 
Developments, maintained 
that the project would in-
corporate designs in keep-
ing with the neighbour-
hood.

The current proposal 
calls for a 25-unit condo-
minium plan, plus a pair 
of semi-detached homes 
fronting on Isabella Street. 
The current Jakobstet-
tel guesthouse would be 
retained on a lot severed 
from what is now a 4.2-acre 
piece of property surround-

ing the home.
The condo units, 

served by a private road, 
would consist of 20 semi-
detached homes and five 
single-detached houses, 
said Stellings. The units 
would be bungalow-style 
homes of one or one-and-
half storeys, marketed to 
people looking to downsize 
and to empty-nesters.

That’s too many units, 
argued Isabella Street 
resident Rob Duench, who 
aired concerns about traf-
fic and the resultant noise 
from wedging the new 
homes into the existing 
streetscape. 

“The peaceful neigh-
bourhood will be lost.”

Coun. Larry Shantz, too, 
expressed some concerns 
about the density of the 
project, for which 2306790 
Ontario Inc. is seeking a 
zone change.

Stellings countered the 
lots would in fact be quite 
large.

This week’s meeting was 
simply an information 
session, with councillors 
not making any deci-
sions. They’ll now await 
a staff report that will be 
completed once township 
planners have studied the 
applicant’s reports and the 
public’s input before com-
ing back with a recommen-
dation. 

Concurrently with that 
process, Woolwich is also 
pushing ahead with heri-
tage designation for the 
Jakobstettle house, said 
director of engineering 
and planning Dan Ken-
naley.

Many of the home’s fea-
tures date back to the origi-
nal 19th century building 
and the early 20th century 
addition that essentially 
doubled the size of the 
structure. Work done in 
1982, some of which altered 
historic features, won’t be 
included in the designa-
tion.

FROM | COVER

JAKOBSTETTEL: Neighbours contend character 
of neighbourhood will change with more density

PARKS STREET IN ST. 
Clements will be paved as 
early as this year under a 
cost-sharing agreement 
with Wellesley Township, 
councillors decided this 
week.

Under the deal, the de-
veloper of the subdivision, 
Barbara Brick, will pay 
the full cost of construct-
ing the road, estimated at 
$141,000, with the final 
top coat of asphalt being 
covered by the township at 
cost of some $30,000.

All of the work will be 
carried out by the township 
once the developer has 
paid in full, in keeping with 
standard practice.

The public works de-

Wellesley approves deal to extend 
Park Street in St. Clements

VERONICA REINER partment estimates four 
months would be needed 
to complete the construc-
tion project once funding 
is in place. The final lift of 
asphalt would be put down 
the following year.

Wellesley agreed to cover 
the cost of the top coat be-
cause the road is deemed 
to have some wider benefit 
to the public, including 
improved access to nearby 
soccer fields. The township 
will also look at more room 
for parking in the area, said 
director of public works 
Kevin Beggs.

“They usually park at the 
sides of the roadway. There 
probably will be [parking], 
but there’s going to be a 
little more of a ditch along 
there because they have to 

control the water  along the 
roadway. We’ll look at con-
structing it. And we’ll look 
if there’s spots where we 
can make parking,” he said.

“I’m sure if we don’t do it 
right we will hear about it,” 
added Geoff VanderBaaren, 
director of planning.

Development in the 
subdivision is contingent 
on completion of the 
road, which will be turned 
over to the township and 
opened as a public high-
way, in the official par-
lance. Work is expected to 
be carried out this year, 
perhaps completed by Sep-
tember, leaving the final 
asphalt coating until 2019.

The township’s share of 
the project will be paid for 
from its roads reserve fund.
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THE LATEST TURMOIL IN the Middle East 
is another set of attacks by Israel on the belea-
guered Palestinians in the occupied territory 
that is Gaza. 

The attacks, the worst since 2014, have set off another 
round of handwringing and tut-tutting. More posturing and 
postulating from those who think they know better and want 
to stick their noses in it, from Washington to Moscow. The 
usual response.

This time around, the environment is even more toxic 
thanks to Donald Trump’s universally condemned decision 
to move the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv. The 
move is inflammatory, giving up any fiction that the U.S. is 
interested in peace – it has blocked peace attempts for de-
cades, supporting Israeli terrorism against its neighbours.

Much like South African apartheid, Israel continues to vio-
late the rights of Palestinians in the lands it occupies illegally, 
backed by the U.S. 

The decades of intransigence have been met in recent 
years with a growing shift in support for the Palestinians, 
who have won the battle for international hearts. The politi-
cians and those who profit from arms deals are another mat-
ter, however.

After years and years of summits and bad-faith bargaining 
by all sides, little seems to change when it comes to the Arab-
Israeli struggle.

Stripped of the jingoism, all the adventures there smack of 
imperialism: control of strategic areas – especially important 
during the Cold War – and of a strategic resource, oil.

For all the fuss, the reality is that what happens there – 
who lives, who dies, who does what – matters no more to us 
than what happens in Africa and other Third World coun-
tries. In short, we don’t give a damn.

That applies to recent imperialistic invasions in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and the various movements that formed what 
we called the Arab Spring, though those rallies against dicta-
tors and their foreign masters did touch us due to the shared 
human yearning for freedom, which is increasingly an illu-
sion in the West. Need proof of our indifference? How much 
attention have we been paying to Syria?

You remember Syria, right? The Baathist regime that 
carried out atrocities under the autocratic rule of Bashar al-
Assad, just as it did under his father for three decades prior 
to that? The government, aligned with Russia and Iran, that’s 
no friend of the West?  The hundreds of thousands of people 
who died in the conflict?

For all the military adventurism in the Middle East, only 
the naive and partisan believe the goal has ever been democ-
racy and freeing people from tyranny. There’s nothing noble 
in anything we’ve done there.

As it stands, we’re doing more harm than good. That’s es-
pecially true of the Americans, who have advanced the cause 
of radical Islamists. Experts predict more of the region will 
fall under the sway of Islamist revolutionaries, who’ve been 
made stronger by American bungling in the region.

Actions in Gaza in recent weeks are an example of things to 
come. Intervention and occupation by the West and its proxy 
state has made extremists more popular with the native 
populations, exactly the opposite of what needs to happen 
for things to get better.

In reality, it doesn’t really matter what happens internally 
with those countries: the oil will still flow and people in the 
West won’t notice a thing.

Other countries, principally the U.S., need to stop med-
dling. Maybe then we’ll stop hearing about the Middle East.

U.S., Israel lead 
the terrorism  
in the Middle East

The extraordinary 
thing is that there is no 
Plan B. If Donald Trump’s 
re-imposition of American 
sanctions on Iran does not 
cause President Hassan 
Rouhani’s government 
to buckle at once (which 
is almost unimaginable), 
there is nothing else he can 
do short of going to war 
with the country. And he 
couldn’t even win that war.

Iran is entirely within 
its rights in condemning 
Trump’s action. All the oth-
er signatories to the deal 
that hobbled Iran’s nuclear 
programme – Britain, 
France, Germany, Russia 
and China – agree that Teh-
ran is in full compliance 
with its terms, as do the 
United Nations, the Inter-
national Atomic Energy 
Agency, and U.S. Secretary 
of Defence Jim Mattis.

All of Trump’s com-
plaints about the deal are 
about things it was never 
intended to cover, and it 
does not contain those 
things because Iran would 
never agree to terms that 

The U.S. has no Plan B for its blundering in Iran
effectively gave the United 
States control over its for-
eign policy. If Trump wants 
to try to negotiate that kind 
of deal anyway, it is not 
necessary to terminate the 
nuclear treaty in order to 
do so.

But it’s a mistake to ap-
ply rational analysis to 
Trump’s action, because 
this was an emotional deci-
sion, not a rational one. It 
is part of his obsession with 
expunging every single 
achievement of the Obama 
administration: healthcare, 
the opening to Cuba, the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership 
trade deal, the Paris cli-
mate treaty, and now the 
Iran nuclear deal.

You can, however, apply 
rational analysis to every 
other player’s reaction to 
Trump’s tantrum, starting 
with President Rouhani. He 
will try very hard to keep 
the deal alive because his 
own political fate depends 
on it. If he cannot succeed, 
the Revolutionary Guard 
and other hard-line nation-
alists will gain the upper 
hand domestically and his 
entire reform policy will be 
paralyzed.

Rouhani probably only 
has a few weeks to get 
public commitments to 

continue trading with Iran 
from the other parties 
to the deal, and that will 
require them to defy the 
United States. Trump’s dec-
laration last week only re-
quires American banks and 
companies to stop trading 
with Iran within 180 days, 
but the U.S. may also apply 
so-called ‘secondary sanc-
tions’ against foreign com-
panies that trade with Iran.

These ‘secondary sanc-
tions’ may actually be ille-
gal under international law, 
but that has not stopped 
the U.S. in the past (Cuba, 
Venezuela, etc.) and it 
won’t do so now. You can 
count on Russia and China 
to push back if the U.S. 
blackballs their companies 
for trading with Iran, but 
will the British, French and 
German governments also 
do so? Even if it risks split-
ting the Western alliance?

Probably not, in which 
case the deal really will 
be dead. Rouhani would 
remain in office for the 
remainder of his term, but 
the hard-liners would be in 
charge. That doesn’t mean 
that Iran will start working 
on nuclear weapons right 
away, however, because it 
can’t.

In obedience to the deal, 

it has destroyed the core of 
a reactor that could have 
produced weapons-grade 
plutonium, placed two-
thirds of its centrifuges (for 
enriching uranium) under 
international monitoring, 
and eliminated 97 per cent 
of its stockpile of enriched 
uranium. It would take a 
long time to get started 
again.

The immediate impact 
is more likely to be seen 
in a tougher approach in 
Syria, where Iranian  troops 
(sent to aid the govern-
ment side in the civil war) 
are bombed by the Israelis 
practically every week. So 
far Iran has not responded 
to these attacks in any way, 
but it could start by shoot-
ing a couple of those Israeli 
planes down, and then the 
fat would be in the fire.

For several years now, 
the main foreign policy 
goal of America’s two 
main allies in the Middle 
East, Israel and Saudi Ara-
bia, has been to draw the 
United States into a war 
with Iran. Therefore they 
have to provide the hawks 
in the Trump administra-
tion (Pompeo, Bolton, et 
al.) with a plausible pretext 

DYER | 10

The region says to expect a few glitches as it begins more extensive testing of its LRT system.
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Growth has been the biggest challenge during Ken Seiling’s tenure as chair

The phrase “end of 
an era” is overused and 
misused, but is rather ap-
plicable in the case of Ken 
Seiling’s decision to retire 
from his role as regional 
chair.

Seiling has held the post 
since 1985, significant 
in that the Regional Mu-
nicipality of Waterloo came 
into being just 12 years pri-
or in 1973. There were two 
chairmen before his tenure 
began. For most of its cur-
rent incarnation, Seiling 
has been at the helm. 

Though heavily bu-
reaucratic – the bane of 
municipal governments 
– the region does seem to 
reflect Seiling’s low-key, 
nice-guy sensibilities. In 
fact, he maintains that the 
area’s history reflects the 
pragmatic, class-free ideals 
of its early Germanic set-
tlers, which accounts for 
the adaptability and indus-
triousness, but also for the 
utilitarian – i.e. ugly – built 
environment. There was 
little pretence, and that 

applied to much of what 
followed the earliest days 
of settlement.

Since that time, much 
of the growth in the region 
has followed that lead, 
formalized under the 
first chair in something 
of a pioneering planning 
document that set a growth 
strategy. While there has 
been plenty of growth dur-
ing Seiling’s tenure – much 
of which I’ve critiqued, 
and will do again below 
– it’s been on a scale that 
attempts to avoid both 
runaway expansion and 
stagnation, he says. 

Countering the effects of 
growth is the region’s de-
fence of the indefensible, 
namely dropping billions 
on an unneeded light rail 
transit system. For better 
or worse, the LRT is what 
will define Seiling’s tenure 
as regional chair, it hav-
ing been the largest single 
expenditure and most top 
of mind. 

In and of itself, growth 
– i.e. development – is 
likely the most divisive 
and galvanizing issue in 
municipal politics (think of 
past debates over Walmart 
and slots, right through to 
gravel pits). Change almost 

always fosters resistance. 
That’s especially true as 
much of the change is not 
for the better.

At the regional level, the 
problems of growth are 
manifest in the debate over 
light rail transit, which sets 
us on a course to waste a 
whole lot of money and 
to promote growth – but a 
different kind of growth, 
the claim goes – in the fu-
ture in order to justify the 
poor decisions made today. 
The entire rationale for 
spending more than $2 bil-
lion depends on continued 
growth. Proponents tell 
us the train is not needed 
today, but will be when 
the population increases 
by half again. Even at that 
point, buses might still 
serve us better, but the 
train will encourage growth 
– there’s that word again – 
in the downtown corridor. 

And all of it is likely to 
be superseded by autono-
mous vehicle technology, 
which promises cheaper, 
faster and safer ways to get 
around. 

The LRT is the wrong 
choice for transit. It’s 
the wrong choice to get 
people out of their cars. 
It’s the wrong choice to 

curb sprawl. But some 
people will make money 
even as the gentrification 
the region hopes for hurts 
those who most depend on 
transit. The idol of growth 
trumps all those concerns.

This is not an isolated 
issue. The entire system of 
government and the econ-
omy are both predicated on 
growth. None of our politi-
cians at any level is talking 
about reversing that trend, 
even though constant 
growth is by definition 
impossible. Life on a finite 
planet makes that clear.

The environmental im-
pact of human activity is 
the clearest indicator of 
where growth is a problem. 
We use up non-renewable 
resources and we spew pol-
lutants into the air, water 
and soil. That can’t go on 
forever.

Nor can we continue to 
pave over land, especially 
productive farmland, in 
perpetuity. That, of course, 
is one of the arguments 
made in favour of the tran-
sit system: the war on sub-
urban sprawl.

We live in a society that 
is obsessed by growth 
economics – growth for 
growth’s sake. It’s an obses-

sion that no longer serves 
us.

Our current lifestyle has 
a dramatic impact on the 
Earth. We consume at a 
rate beyond sustainability, 
with each of us putting a 
claim on an increasingly 
large chunk of the planet’s 
surface to make possible 
our consumerist tenden-
cies.

While we’ve recognized 
some of the perils, if only 
in little ways, our efforts 
have been largely ineffec-
tive. Yes, we separate our 
trash into various recy-
clable components. Yes, 
we look at ways to make 
items with fewer materials. 
Yes, we try to get greater 
fuel efficiency out of our 
vehicles. But the ecological 
damage of extreme growth 
continues because there 
are more of us consuming 
more goods as increasing 
numbers of products come 
to the market. With tech-
nology, we see built-in ob-
solescence and rapid turn-
over fueled by our desire 
for the latest and greatest, 
for instance.

Any movement to coun-
ter that trend needs to take 
aim at what economists 
have long called externali-

ties: transferring to society 
the costs of production 
while the profits go to indi-
viduals and companies. If 
we’re going to change the 
system, we’re going to have 
to move away from that 
practice.

The system depends 
on society – governments 
and citizens – to bear the 
cost of the infrastructure, 
both hard and soft, with-
out which corporations 
couldn’t operate. Forced 
to take that into consider-
ation when making busi-
ness decisions, companies 
would likely take a differ-
ent tack, one more local, 
decentralized and human 
in scale.

While the problem is sys-
temic, and real change ulti-
mately depends on reduc-
ing the global population, 
the issues of growth and 
quality of life are at play 
even in this year’s munici-
pal election that will bring 
us Seiling’s replacement 
(none of the declared can-
didates to date providing 
any enthusiasm to voters). 
Voting for those espousing 
something other than the 
status quo is a start.

What are your plans for the Victoria Day long weekend?

“We aren’t going anywhere. We’re probably 
staying at home, doing yard work.”

 » Frank Lobsinger

“Video games and board games.”

 » Mason Gruhl

“It’s my daughter’s first birthday, so that’s 
quite exciting!”

 » Tristyn Day

“A lot of gardening and cleaning up around 
the house.”

 » Nancy Allan

“Working. Working on my backyard.”

 » Simon McGhee

“Iran is entirely within its rights in condemning Trump’s action.” Gwynne Dyer | 8



10 | COMMENT THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, MAY 17, 2018

THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Iraq and Syria stuck
in the middle as war proxies 
FROM | 8

 » Statistics Canada
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for starting the war, and a 
couple of downed Israeli 
planes would do nicely.

If it were just an attack 
on Iran by the U.S., Israel 
and Saudi Arabia, it would 
not be of earth-shattering 
importance. They would 
probably lose a lot of 
planes, since Iran now has 
good air defences, but none 
of them could or would do 
a ground invasion.

Iran is a country the size 
of Alaska, two-thirds of it 
is mountain or desert, and 
it has 80 million people, 

lots of industry and good 
science and technology. 
Invading it would make 
the Vietnam war look like 
a tea party. So any ground 
fighting between Iran and 
its enemies would be more 
likely to happen in the 
countries between them: 
Syria and Iraq.

You could be forgiven for 
thinking that both Iraq and 
Syria deserve a break from 
war by now, but they may 
not get it. And the most 
worrisome thing is that 
there are both Russian and 
American troops on the 
ground in these countries.

The number of employed core-aged women (25 to 54) increased from 
March to April. At the same time, employment decreased among 
youth aged 15 to 24. Among the provinces, employment rose in 
Manitoba and Nova Scotia, while it declined in Saskatchewan. More 
people worked in professional, scientific and technical services, as 
well as in accommodation and food services. In contrast, employment 
declined in wholesale and retail trade and in construction.

 » NDP leader Andrea Horwath takes aim at the pay hikes Hydro One board members 
gave themselves

“It’s obvious that Hydro One should not be in private hands 
because the decisions that are being made there are being made in 
the interests of private shareholders and/or private board 
members. It shows that they are completely out of touch with the 
people of Ontario, that they don’t care, they don’t have to be in 
touch with the people of Ontario, because they’re not accountable 
to the people of Ontario.”

 » From the May 14, 2011 edition of The Observer

The old Elmira pool, idle since the opening of the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre in 2009, will once again be filled with aquatic 
activities: it’s to be the new home of the Waterloo Regional 
Synchronized Swimming Club (WRSSC). In a deal that closes May 
30, the organization has purchased the building from Woolwich 
Township for $450,000. It plans to be operating in Elmira by Sept. 1.

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca

KANNON: Talking a good game 
about growth, but little action
FROM | 9

Perhaps it’s time for 
some policy-driven agen-
das, for something that will 
inject interest into munici-
pal politics. Maybe then 
we’ll get some politicians 
prepared to define the 
real priorities and to make 
the adjustments needed 
to bring spending in line 
while delivering on those 
basic quality of life issues 
most of us are concerned 
with.

That would help restore 
legitimacy of government 
in general. There’s been a 
gradual erosion of the over-
all respect for democratic 
and active government 
because our politicians 
have lobbed up too many 

easy targets. Every time 
they fall down on the job 
– and there are many ‘ev-
ery times’ – they provide 
ammunition to those who 
would see the entire sys-
tem pulled down.

That’s why a back-to-ba-
sics approach appeals to so 
many of us: intrinsically, 
we know government is 
getting too big, too waste-
ful and to unaccountable. 
Leaders who actually get 
us back in gear– as op-
posed to talking the talk 
simply to get elected – will 
be doing us a much larger 
favour than leaving us 
stuck on the same dead-
end track. Something 
would-be replacements 
for Seiling should keep in 
mind.
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SPORTS
VOLLEYBALL / HIGH SCHOOL AND BEYOND

Elmira volleyball player accepts 
scholarship to U.S. college
EDSS student, Devin Gerth will take on NCAA competition as part of the Ursuline College Arrows

FAISAL ALI

GALEA |  12VOLLEYBALL |  13

OPEN
COUNTRY

The fine art 
of building 
a sporting 
vehicle

LAST WEEK, I BOUGHT a 
new (to me) SUV. And per-
haps the only person hap-
pier was Jenn. 

You see, we arrived at 
a point about three years 
ago when Jenn would only 
ride in my old SUV during 
blizzards that prohibited 
her from using her vehicle. 
And then only if she didn’t 
feel like snowshoeing. 

There was something 
about my vehicle that did 
not appeal to her. Once, I 
asked her what the prob-
lem was, and she went on 
to tell me it smelled like a 
mixture of fish, wet dog, 
skunk cover scent, live bait, 
dead game birds, beef jerky 
and bear attractant. Which 
was nice of her to say, but 
she never did answer the 
question.

She was right though. 
My old SUV had taken on 
the air of a sportsman’s 
vehicle. When I recently 
cleaned it before trading 
it in, I found bits of deer 
hair, kibble, feathers from 
ducks, grouse, woodcock 
and turkeys as well as fish-
ing flies, spools of line and 
empty shotshell cases. Also 
there was a popup blind, 
ice fishing sled, ladle and 

NOT SO GREAT
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

IT TAKES A HEAVY toll 
on any young athlete to 
excel at a sport. The hours 
spent training and toiling, 
the outings with friends 
missed. But Elmira volley-
ball prodigy Devin Gerth is 
having her hard work duly 
rewarded this year as she 
secures a scholarship to 

study in the U.S.
Gerth, a Grade 11 stu-

dent at EDSS, is heading 
to the Ursuline College 
in Ohio where she will be 
joining the Arrows volley-
ball team. She will be play-
ing in the highly competi-
tive NCAA division two.

It will be tough, but 
Gerth is no stranger to a 
challenge. As a member of 

Devin Gerth will be heading to Ohio’s Ursuline College on a scholarship. The young athlete will be playing on an NCAA division two squad. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Suffering from Neck Discomfort?
Back pain making life difficult?
Manual Therapy can help! Our physiotherapists have advanced 
training in manipulation, mobilization and myofascial release techniques.
Let us show you how our “hands on techniques” can alleviate your soreness!
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the Team Ontario U16 vol-
leyball team last year, she’s 
rubbed elbows with, and 
battled against, some of 
the country’s elite young 
athletes on the courts.

“It was overwhelming, 
because I’ve never played 
somewhere that big,” 
recalls Devin of playing 
with Team Ontario, which 
took the Elmira resident 

to Richmond, B.C. “Plus 
there was the women’s 
Grand Prix tournament, 
which is like pro women 
playing there. So you’d 
see all these professional 
volleyball women, Ger-
man, Czech, they’re all 
just walking around.”

Her entry into Ursuline 
on a scholarship is only 
the latest step in her vol-

leyball career. Besides 
Team Ontario, Gerth has 
played on the Kitchener-
Waterloo Predators and 
taken the role of captain. 
Gerth’s mother Sarah, a 
child and youth guidance 
councilor at EDSS, is also 
an assistant coach on her 
daughter’s team.
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auger. Oh, and a few duck 
and deer calls and enough 
hunter orange and cam-
ouflage clothing to get me 
through three hunting 
seasons. 

I won’t lie to you: as I 
removed these things, my 
eyes welled up, although 
not so much when the 
breeze picked up.

Aside from this, that old 
SUV was the kind of vehicle 
anyone would want to 
spend time in – provided 

you don’t mind having to 
share the front seat with a 
turkey vest and a couple of 
decoys.

My new SUV is still a 
blank canvas, however. 
Right now it only has a 
fishing vest, a net, and a 
few fly boxes in the back. I 
still bring the rod and reel 
inside because I feel like I 
shouldn’t provide too much 
temptation for all those 
thieves who can’t wait to get 
their hands on a 10-foot-6-
inch nymphing rig.

Other than that my new 
vehicle is still very clean 
and uncluttered and, since 
I bought it with very low 
mileage. It even has that 
new car smell.

Yet, and I still can’t fig-
ure this out, Jenn really 
enjoys riding in it.

This, I guess, is a good 
sign – because if she likes 
it now, just imagine how 
much she’ll enjoy it when I 
finally add a few personal 
touches like sweat-stained 
waders, mud-covered boots 

and my old fishing hat.
Of course, there’s no 

great rush to get there.
As most outdoorsmen 

know, a fishing and hunt-
ing vehicle is like Rome in 
that it is a) not built in a 
day and b) there is a very 
real possibility that it will 
eventually smell like an 
open sewer.

I’m excited about this, of 
course. A new SUV conjures 
up thoughts of ranging a 
little farther than the tow 
allowance on the old one 

permitted. And the back, 
once seats are folded down, 
is big enough that a fellow 
my size could take an after-
noon nap there too, should 
the fishing slow down.

Soon, hunting season 
will also arrive and arrows, 
cover scents, tree stands 
and duck decoys will find 
a “temporary” home there. 
In the meantime, I’ll figure 
out the best way to put a 
canoe on top so that I don’t 
miss out on summer bass. 
That way, I’ll have an ex-

cuse to throw a few lengths 
of rope and a couple of 
ratchet straps in the back 
too.

The point, I guess, is 
that this is the beginning 
of a beautiful relation-
ship. If I play my cards 
right, one day in the near 
future, when a blizzard 
prevents her from driving 
her own car, Jenn will look 
forward to riding in my 
vehicle – but only because 
her snowshoes are buried 
somewhere in the back. 

GALEA: Transforming a new vehicle in to something befitting its owner takes time and care
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Whatever your passion
may be, we’ve got
something
for you!

Registration for Summer Reading Club
begins Tuesday, June 26 at  www.rwlibrary.ca

KIDS CAMP

Games • crafts

sports • trips

guests & more

(5-10 years)

youthadventurecamp (9-14
years)

Breslau
elmira 

Conestogo
Location & dates vary

www.woolwich.ca or 
call 519-669-1647 x7001

woolwich
summer
camps! For more information or 

to register visit:

July 16-20 & 23-27, 2018
July 30-August 3, 2018

Aug. 13-17 & 20-24, 2018

NO DROP-INS – ALL CAMPERS MUST BE 
REGISTERED PRIOR TO THE START OF CAMP

NEW ONLINE REGISTRATION Please see website for details.
Payment must accompany registration

SUMMER CAMP
   WEEKS!

Camp Hours:
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Drop Off:
8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Pick-Up:
4:00 p.m. –  4:30 p.m.

Half and Full Day Camps Available
Full day full week - $250 
Half day full week - $130
Single full day - $55
Single half day - $30 

97 Earl Martin Drive, 
Unit #2, Elmira

For More Information:
Call 519.669.2227 or 

Email wgcregistrar@gmail.com
Check Out Our Website at 

www.woolwichgymnastics.com

 

ALL CAMPS HALF DAYS   Registration Deadline: June 18

(registration form available on website)  
Email: woolwichcougars@hotmail.com

Paul McGinley, Program Director, 
Woolwich Cougars Basketball

ALL CAMPS HALF DAYS Registration Deadline: June 18

REGISTER EARLY!

Fundamental Skills (Ball Handling, Shooting, Footwork); Competitions and Games.
COST INCLUDES basketball, tee shirt, and medal.

MULTI-CHILD DISCOUNTS minus $10 - 2nd child; minus $20 - 3rd child.

ALL CAMPS INCLUDE:ALL CAMPS INCLUDE:ALL CAMPS INCLUDE:

JUNIOR $130
Ages: 8, 9, and 10 y (Boys and Girls). 
Riverside Public School, Elmira  
Monday, July 9 to Friday, July 13 
from 9:00 am to 12 noon
Limited Enrolment (maximum 20) 

Paul McGinley, Program Director, 

ROOKIE $110
Ages: 5, 6, and 7 y (Boys and Girls). 
Riverside Public School, Elmira 
Tuesday, July 3 to Friday, July 6 
from 9:00 am to 12 noon
Limited Enrolment (maximum 24)

www.woolwichcougarsbasketball.com 

• Summer Camps
• Junior Lessons (from 5-16 years old)

• Adult Lessons (daytime & evening)

• Indoor court rentals
• Memberships
 Indoor court rentals

Tennis in the heart 
of Waterloo Park

elmiracommunitynurseryschool.com

A co-operative preschool
with classes for

toddler and preschool children.

Registration
for the  

school year
is open
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In a whirl of kinetic ac-
tion and wild acrobatics, 
the St. Teresa of Avila skip-
ping team were out once 
again this year to drum 
up support for the annual 
Jump Rope for Heart fund-
raiser challenge. 

A tradition at the Elmira 
Catholic school, this year 
might mark a massive 
milestone for the small 
community.

The Jump Rope for 
Heart is a charitable fun-
draiser run – or rather 
jumped – in thousands 
of schools across Canada 
to support the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation. For 
the past 14 years, the 200-
odd students at St. Teresa 
has been taking part in 
the event, skipping and 
raising money all the way. 
And this year, they’re now 
within jumping distance of 
raising $100,000.

“We’re at $99,429.10,” 

VOLLEYBALL: Scholarship is athlete’s reward for all the hard work and sacrifices along the way 
FROM | 11

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

CALL 519-206-0336CONESTOGO www.koebelhcm.com
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE

FURNACES | AIR CONDITIONERS | WATER HEATERS
FIREPLACES | AIR FILTRATION | HUMIDIFIERS 

HRVʼS | BBQ LINES | GAS PIPING

YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT

STEPHANIE FORTE
B.A., B.Ed., R.M.T., R.H.N.

www.youarewhatueat .com
Conestogo | 519-569-1616

Holistic Nutrition for Health, Weight 
loss & Management, Digestive Issues

Pre/Post-Natal Doula Services
Massage Therapy 

SINCE 1998

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from May 22nd – May 26th

Fresh

$14.99 REG. PRICE
$15.99 ea.

Store Made 12x4oz
Beef & Pork 

Burgers

Lean Ground 
Beef

Chicken
Legs

Store Made Regular or Curry
Chicken 

Sausages
REG. PRICE
$4.99 /lb.

$4.49

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$1.39

Fresh

Breaded
Pork Schnitzel

Store Made 4oz

Sliced 
Side Bacon
$6.49 REG. PRICE

$6.99 /lb.

Store Made

REG. PRICE
$1.79 /lb

REG. PRICE
$1.50 ea.$1.25

REG. PRICE
$4.49 /lb.

$3.99

“As her coach, she’s a 
captain, so there’s a higher 
level of responsibility,” 
said Sarah Gerth.

“And she definitely fits 
the role. She’s an excellent 
teammate very supportive, 
and, as a mum, ever since 
she was little, if she want-
ed to master something 
she would work at it until 
she got it right. Almost 
perfect. And she still does 
that – except for math,” 
she added.

Certainly, for the tall 
athlete, an aptitude for the 
sport and a bit of height 
can help. But asked how 
she managed to play for 
Team Ontario, and her 
answer precludes any 
shortcuts.

“A lot of sacrifice. So if 
my friends ask me to hang 
out, I’ll be like, ‘No I can’t. 
I have practice,’” she said. 
And when they suggest 
she can always skip her 
practices, Gerth comes 
back with an emphatic, 

“No, I can’t.
“Just sacrificing things 

for volleyball, I guess,” she 
added. “So I miss out on 
a lot of school dances and 
stuff and parties, for volley-
ball. It’s just dedication.”

Even off the court, 
Gerth can still be found 
frequently on the sidelines 
lending her experience to 
others. She’s volunteered 
her time to help train the 
9- and 10-year-old junior 
members of the Predators 
team, helping the next 

generation of girls excel at 
the sport.

At EDSS, Gerth will 
also be there assisting her 
mother with coaching the 
boys’ team, which she has 
been doing since Grade 9.

“She’s always been 
[coaching] with her age 
group and most of them 
are her friends,” said 
Sarah Gerth. 

“They don’t listen to me 
very well, but I make them 
listen,” added Devin.

“She hits them with the 

ball hard, and they tend 
to listen,” elaborates her 
mother. A ball to the face 
will do that.

Still in Grade 11, Devin 
Gerth still has a bit more 
time before she heads 
off to Ursuline, where 
she plans to study in the 
school’s psychology pro-
gram. In the meantime, 
the young athlete will hon-
ing her skills and main-
taining her grades.

Over the summer, 
instead of training the 

young Predators, this year 
Gerth will be working as a 
counsellor at the Belwood 
Lodge and Camp, a sum-
mer camp for people with 
intellectual disabilities. 
And then next year, she’ll 
be off to university.

“I’m excited but also 
nervous because I’ve never 
lived away from home,” 
said Gerth. She adds that 
she feels fortunate to have 
received the scholarship. 
“I feel like all my work’s 
paid off.”

Elmira’s St. Teresa school a short hop to major milestone for Heart & Stroke

JUMPING | 14

Skipping all the way to $100,000

explained principal Amy 
Flynn. “So after this fun-
draiser we may have con-
tributed over $100,000 just 
from this school.”

Brandishing their ropes, 
the skippers performed 
to the beat of the music 
on Thursday in front of 
the whole school an ar-

ray of elaborate stunts. 
Some noticeable standouts 
amongst many was the 
pogo jumper, the especial-
ly brave human skipping 
rope, the push-up jumper 
who hopped around a bit 
like a grasshopper and 
the cart wheelers, just to 
name a few. Teachers and 

students were also called 
out on the floor to join in 
the fun.

Besides burning off 
some calories and fortify-
ing their young hearts, the 
event was also a way to 
ramp up enthusiasm for 

Jump Rope for Heart being a tradition at St. Teresa’s, the school’s skipping team was out for last week’s kickoff of the fundraiser, putting on a high-octane show for the students. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

The skipping team had been practicing their trick jumps for months in preparation for the big show.
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33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

DON'T RISK THE LIVES OF OTHERS SHARING THE ROAD. 
BEFORE YOU DRINK HAVE A PLAN TO GET HOME SAFE.

Impaired Driving Laws

Driving impaired or with more than 80 milligrams of alcohol in 100 milliliters 
of blood (.08) is an offence under the Criminal Code. Even if your blood alcohol 
concentration is less than .08, you can still be charged with impaired driving 
under the Criminal Code.

You will receive an immediate 90-day administrative driver’s licence suspension 
if your blood-alcohol concentration is more than .08, or if you fail or refuse to 
provide a breath or bodily fluid sample, perform a physical co-ordination test 
or submit to an evaluation. You will also be subject to an immediate seven-day 
vehicle impoundment.

If you register a BAC from .05 to .08 (known as the “warn range”), you will 
receive an immediate driver’s licence suspension. For a first occurrence, you 
will be suspended for three days. For a second occurrence in a five-year period, 
you will be immediately suspended for seven days and you must undergo a 
remedial alcohol-education program. For a third or subsequent time in a five 
year period, you will be immediately suspended for 30 days and you must 
undergo a remedial alcohol-treatment program and have an ignition interlock 
condition placed on your licence for six months.

390 ARTHUR ST. S.,  519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE  
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
FEN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

49 Industrial Dr., Elmira • 519-669-1631

ARRIVE ALIVE

ENJOY YOUR WEEKEND, AND 
PLEASE COME HOME SAFE

PLEASE DON'T DRINK & DRIVE • BE SAFE ON OUR ROADS

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

the Jump Rope for Heart 
fundraising itself, which 
will take place over the 
next month.

“It’s kind of our kickoff 
assembly,” said Flynn. And 
what a kick off at that.

Coming out of the as-
sembly flushed from all 
the jumping, the skipping 
team were happy with the 
performance. When asked 
how they felt it went, the 
kids come back with a 
unanimous: “Good!”

“Excellent!” says anoth-
er. There’s still plenty more 
skipping in store for the 
group before the summer, 
and the team will be taking 
their aerial antics to other 
schools in the area.

The challenge for the 
students is to reach the 
$100,000 goal, though 
looking back at their per-
formance so far, it seems 
like a more than attainable 
goal. The students will be 
raising pledges over the 
month and then afterwards 
the whole school will get-
ting in on the action with a 
morning of skipping.

Until then, the students 
certainly should have 
more than enough moti-
vation and excitement to 
get there, thanks to the 
school’s skipping team.

JUMPING: Students not skipping out on a chance to do their part for Heart and Stroke Foundation
FROM | 13

With pogo sticks, streamers and strobe lights, the skipping team certainly pulled off some impressive stunts. Even teachers got in on the act, though with mixed results. The goal of the act, besides dazzling audiences, was to get the 
school excited to start collecting pledges for the Heart and Stroke Foundation. To date, the school has raised $99,400 for the Heart and Stoke Foundation, putting them within a short distance of a solid $100,000. Other schools in the area 
to have taken part in the Jump Rope for Heart campaign include John Mahood Public School, which raised more than $14,000 this year. For greatly exceeding their $8,000 goal, students will get the privilege of taping the John Mahood 
principal to a wall. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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The cost of extreme weather

Despite making gains 
elsewhere in society, 
new research shows that 
women who farm struggle 
mightily with farming’s 
very essentials. 

Their vital contributions 
to food production are 
poorly documented and 
misunderstood.

University of Guelph 
professor Sharada Sriniva-
san and her international 
research team interviewed 
400 young farmers in four 
countries (Canada, China, 
India and Indonesia) to 
understand pathways to 
farming – that is, how 
young farmers get into ag-
riculture, and how they are 
able to stick with it.

About one-quarter of the 

Women 
who farm 
struggle 
with their 
identity

ROBERTS | 17

UW initiative aims to train every home inspector to identify risk, educate homeowners

FLOOD RISK | 17

Blair Feltmate, head of the Intact Centre on Climate Adaption at the University of Waterloo, is coordinating a national effort to make homes and 
communities more resilient to increased flooding. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Help shape happy and healthy
communities in Waterloo Region!

www.CIW.ca/WaterlooRegionSurvey

Take the Wellbeing Waterloo Region Survey.

In only 30 minutes, you can help shape future priorities
and identify where change is needed most in our community. 

Let’s make Waterloo Region a better place
to live, work, play and connect.

When the waters of the 
Grand River spilled their 
banks last June, suddenly 
and with little warning, it 
was a withering reminder 
of the immense costs and 
particular vulnerabilities of 
local communities to flood-
ing. Occurring once every 
few decades, such events 
can be manageable. But 
as climate change brings 
more extreme weather 
events, climate adaption is 
key, says an expert at the 
University of Waterloo.

The costs to homeown-
ers and communities due 
to floods can be staggering. 
But faculty of environment 
professor Blair Feltmate, 
head of the Intact Centre 
on Climate Adaption, is 
coordinating a national 
effort that will harden Ca-
nadians against the rising 
flood waters.

“This is very, very impor-
tant because the average 
cost of a flooded basement 
in [Canada] right now is 
about $43,000,” explained 
Feltmate. “But through 
a little bit of preemptive 
work that can be done on 

FAISAL ALI

a Saturday and maybe a 
Sunday morning for almost 
nothing, a couple hundred 
dollars usually and no 
special skills, this can be 
the difference between a 
flooded basement and not 
a flooded basement.

“A little bit of sweat 
equity and it may be the 
difference between having 
a $40- or $50,000 or more 
basement flood versus 
not,” he added.

 It’s a comparatively 

small effort to undertake, 
but for most people, an ex-
pert’s guidance is not read-
ily available. 

To that end, the Intact 
Centre aims to have every 
home inspector in the 
country trained to provide 
owners flood-risk assess-
ments, which will allow 
anyone to know the risks as 
well as how to protect their 
homes.

“Ninety per cent of the 
time if people buy a home, 

they have a home inspec-
tion,” explained Feltmate. 
“Right now, home inspec-
tors in Canada receive 
virtually zero training on 
basement flood risk as-
sessment, believe it or not, 
which is the biggest risk to 
you,” he explained.

When you purchase 
a home, an inspector 
can point out electrical 
hazards, bad plumbing 
or mold problems. Most 
though cannot tell you 

just how likely your home 
is going to flood based on 
local floodplain mapping, 
window sealing and drive-
way gradients. Fewer still 
would likely be able to tell 
you what would need to be 
done to get the house up to 
standard.

The new training pro-
gram the UW centre has 
helped create will be com-
pulsory for home inspec-
tors, says Feltmate, and will 
allow them in turn to give 
people an educated guide 
on the risk that a home or 
bit of property will flood, as 
well as the steps they can 
take to mitigate those risks.

“We’re now working with 
the colleges in Ontario and 
effectively the rest of Cana-
da ... to create a new course 
that will roll out in Ontario 
in September of this year, 
and then be nationally 
available in January of 
2019,” said Feltmate.

 More than that, the 
Intact Centre is working 
to create new standards 
for home and community 
construction with the Ca-
nadian Standards Associa-
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2018 Silverado 1500 Double Cab Custom 4WD: $11,000 Total Value Limited time offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada. $11,000 Total Value is a combined total credit for finance purchases on select new 2018 Silverado 1500 Double Cab Custom Edition 4WD; includes: $4,370 
manufacturer to dealer cash credit (tax exclusive), $4,080 non-stackable manufacturer-to-dealer cash credit (tax exclusive), $1,000 GM card application bonus (this offer applies to individuals who have applied for the Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Card [GM card] and to current Scotiabank® 
GM® Visa* Cardholders) (taxes included). $1,600 manufacturer-to-dealer Truck Nation credit (tax exclusive) towards the finance of an eligible new towards the finance of an eligible new 2018 Silverado 1500 Double Cab Custom Edition 4WD at participating dealers. 2018 Silverado 1500 
Double Cab Custom 4WD - 0/72 Finance (excluding Quebec): Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada from May 1 to May 31, 2018. 0% purchase financing (3.03% APR) offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 72 months on 
eligible 2018 Chevrolet models: 2018 Silverado Double Cab Custom Edition 4x4. Other trims may have effective rates higher than 0%. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly 
payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $46,775 financed at 0% nominal rate (3.03% APR) equals $488 monthly for 72 months. Total value consists of $4,370 manufacturer-to-dealer cash credit (tax exclusive), $1,500 
finance cash, $1,600 Truck Nation Credit (tax exclusive), $1,000 GM Card Application Bonus (offer applies to individuals who apply for a Scotiabank GM Visa Card [GM Card] or current GM Card cardholders) (tax inclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $38,420. Freight 
and air charge ($100, if applicable) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and dealer fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may 
modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. $8,470 Total Value Limited 
time only.  Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada. $8,470 Total Value is a combined total credit for finance purchases on select new 2018 Silverado 1500 Double Cab Custom Edition trucks; includes: $4,370 manufacturer-to-dealer cash credit (tax exclusive), $1,500 finance 
cash, $1,600 manufacturer-to-dealer Truck Month Credit (tax exclusive), $1,500 manufacturer-to-dealer finance cash (tax exclusive), $1,000 GM Card Application Bonus (offer applies to individuals who apply for a Scotiabank GM Visa Card [GM Card] or current GM Card cardholders) (tax 
inclusive) towards the finance of an eligible new 2018 Silverado Double Cab Custom Edition 4x4 at participating dealers. 2018 Colorado Extended Cab Custom 4WD: Lease based on suggested retail price of $38,125, includes $1,250 CDA, $500 Lease Cash, $1,500 Truck Bonus and $750 GM 
card application bonus (this offer applies to individuals who have applied for the Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Card [GM card] and to current Scotiabank® GM® Visa* Cardholders) (taxes inclusive) towards the lease of an eligible new 2018 Colorado Extended Cab Custom 4WD. Bi-weekly payment 
is $145 for 48 months at 1.90% lease rate on approved credit to qualified retail customers by GM Financial. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $4,100 down payment required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $18,302. 
Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $17,156. See dealer for details. Discounts vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Limited 
time offer, which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. Offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined 
with certain other consumer incentives. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. 2018 Silverado 2500HD Crew Cab LTZ 4x4 Standard Box Diesel - 0/72 Finance (excluding Quebec): Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada from May 1 and May 31, 2018. 0% purchase 
financing (0.21% APR) offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 72 months on eligible 2018 Chevrolet Silverado 2500HD models. Other trims may have effective rates higher than 0%. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from 
other lenders will vary. Down payment, trade and/or security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade. Example: $78,288 financed at 0% nominal rate (0.21% APR) equals $1,087.33 monthly for 72 
months. Total Value consists of $4,272 manufacturer-to-dealer cash credit (tax exclusive), $1,000 GM Card Application Bonus (offer applies to individuals who apply for a Scotiabank GM Visa Card [GM Card] or current GM Card cardholders) (tax inclusive) and $500 manufacturer-to-dealer 
finance cash (tax exclusive). Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $76,163. Freight and air charge ($100, if applicable) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and dealer fees not included. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Limited time offer 
which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. 
RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. ± Requires Double Cab LTZ 2WD or Crew Cab Short Box LTZ 2WD with available 6.2L V8 engine and Max Trailering Package. Before you buy a vehicle or use it for trailering, carefully review the Trailering section of 
the Owner’s Manual. The weight of passengers, cargo and options or accessories may reduce the amount you can tow. º Comparison based on WardsAuto.com 2017 Large Pickup segment and latest competitive information available at time of printing. Excludes other GM models Ŧ 
Requires 1500 Double Cab 2WD with available 5.3L V8 engine and Max Trailering Package. These maximum payload ratings are intended for comparison purposes only. Before you buy a vehicle or use it to haul people or cargo, carefully review the Vehicle Loading section of the Owner’s 
Manual and check the carrying capacity of your specific vehicle on the label on the inside of the driver door jamb.ŧ With available 3.6L V6 engine. Based on WardsAuto.com 2018 Small Pickup segment and latest competitive information available at time of posting. Excludes other GM 
vehicles. ∞ Based on WardsAuto.com 2018 Small Pickup segment and latest competitive information available at time of posting. Excludes other GM vehicles. Colorado 2WD with available Duramax 2.8L Turbo-Diesel 4-cylinder engine. Before you buy a vehicle or use it for trailering, 
carefully review the Trailering section of the Owner’s Manual. The weight of passengers, cargo and options or accessories may reduce the amount you can tow. 2018 Colorado 2WD with available Duramax 2.8L Turbo-Diesel fuel consumption rating is 7.9 L/100 km highway and 10.8 L/100 
km city. Fuel consumption ratings are based on GM testing in accordance with Government of Canada approved test methods. Refer to vehicles.nrcan.gc.ca for details. Your actual fuel consumption may vary. ¥ Visit onstar.ca for vehicle availability, details and system limitations. Services 
and connectivity vary by model and conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. Requires active connected vehicle services and data plan. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. 0\†910 lb.-ft. 
@1600 rpm with available Duramax 6.6L V8 Turbo-Diesel. ** The 2-Year Scheduled LOF Maintenance Program provides eligible customers in Canada who have purchased, leased or financed a new eligible 2017 MY Chevrolet, Buick or GMC vehicle (excluding Bolt EV) with an ACDelco oil 
and filter change, in accordance with the Oil Life Monitoring System and the Owner’s Manual, for 2 years or 48,000 km, whichever occurs first, with a limit of four Lube-Oil-Filter services in total, performed at participating GM dealers. Fluid top-offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel 
alignments and balancing, etc., are not covered. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. General Motors of Canada Limited reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, 
at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. +The Chevrolet Equinox, Chevrolet Traverse, Chevrolet Silverado and Chevrolet Malibu received the lowest number of problems per 100 vehicles in their respective segments in the J.D. 
Power 2018 U.S. Vehicle Dependability Study, based on 36,896 total responses, measuring problems experienced during the past 12 months by original owners, surveyed October-December 2017. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com/cars.

  2 YEARS/48,000 KM
 COMPLIMENTARY
OIL CHANGES**

  5 YEARS/160,000 KM
 POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY▲

  4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI 
HOTSPOT3, INCLUDES 1 MONTH OR 3 GB 
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FROM VEHICLE DELIVERY DATE

  5 
 POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY

         CHEVROLET
COMPLETE CARE 

ALL ELIGIBLE 2018 
MODELS COME WITH

SILVERADO 2500HD LTZ DOUBLE CAB MODEL SHOWN

2018 SILVERADO 2500HD CREW CAB LTZ STANDARD BOX DIESEL 

2018 COLORADO EXTENDED CAB CUSTOM EDITION 4WD

COLORADO Z71 CREW CAB SHORT BOX MODEL SHOWN

BEST-IN-CLASS AVAILABLE HORSEPOWER WITH 3.6 LŦ

AVAILABLE SEGMENT-EXCLUSIVE DURAMAX® 2.8 L TURBO-DIESEL 
WITH BEST-IN-CLASS TORQUE, TOWING, AND FUEL EFFICIENCY ∞
STANDARD APPLE CARPLAY™ AND ANDROID AUTO™ CAPABILITY AND ONSTAR® 
4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN  WI-FI® HOTSPOT (3GB/3-MONTH TRIAL) ¥

POWERFUL DURAMAX DIESEL WITH 445HP AND 910 LB.-FT. OF TORQUE †
6-SPEED ALLISON TRANSMISSION
DURABLE ROLL-FORMED HIGH-STRENGTH STEEL BED

PLUS
GET

TOTAL
CREDITS

  0 %         PURCHASE
FINANCING
FOR UP TO  72         MONTHS◊  (0.2 % )APR

$5,772         

WITH $3,350 DOWN PAYMENT WHEN YOU APPLY FOR THE GM CARD 
OR $4,100 DOWN PAYMENT  (INCLUDES $4,000 TOTAL VALUE)

$145 1.9 % 48
LEASE FOR

BI-WEEKLY LEASE RATE MONTHS ‡

@ FOR

2018 SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB CUSTOM EDITION 4WD

SILVERADO 1500 DOUBLE CAB
CUSTOM EDITION 4X4 MODEL SHOWN      

  (3.03 % )APR

PLUS
GET

TOTAL
CREDITS

  0 %         PURCHASE
FINANCING
FOR UP TO  72         MONTHS≠

$8,400         
AVAILABLE BEST-IN-CLASS TOWING CAPACITY OF UP TO 12,500 LB. ±
AVAILABLE 6.2 L V8 OFFERS 420 HP @ 460 LB. FT.º
AVAILABLE BEST-IN-CLASS MAX PAYLOAD OF 2,250 LB. Ŧ

NHSTA 5 STAR SAFETY RATING ≤
ROLL-FORMED HIGH STRENGTH STEEL BED
EXCLUSIVE AUTOMATIC LOCKING REAR DIFFERENTIAL
“MOST DEPENDABLE LARGE LIGHT DUTY PICKUP
IN THE U.S.”4 – J.D. POWER

WWW.CHEVROLETOFFERS.CA

GET INTO A CHEVY. THE TRUCK THAT ALWAYS HAS YOUR BACK. 

GET UP TO TOTAL VALUE  ON SELECT NEW
2018 TRUCKS $11,000 INCLUDES GM CARD APPLICATION BONUS*

OFFERS END MAY 31ST.
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farmers they interviewed 
are women.

They’ll present their 
findings related to gender 
equality at a panel discus-
sion at the first Arrell Food 
Summit, which starts next 
week at the University of 
Guelph. 

Ontario farmers Brianne 
Beasley and Rebecca Iva-
noff will join them to talk 
about their experiences.

Srinivasan, who holds a 
Canada Research Chair in 
Gender, Justice and Devel-
opment at Guelph, is com-
pleting fieldwork for this 
four-year research project, 
which is supported by the 
Social Sciences and Hu-
manities Research Council. 
The project is designed to 
understand and reduce 
impediments for the next 
generation of farmers, 
which includes many wom-
en farmers.

In the field, the research 
team made some signifi-
cant observations. 

First, they found in Can-
ada and India, even though 
women farmers have legal 
rights, they still encounter 
societal barriers. 

“Gender issues come 
into play,” says Srinivasan. 
“When people think of 
young farmers, they think 
of young men, not young 
women.”

In their research, Srini-
vasan and her team found 
huge knowledge gaps 
related to young women 
in farming. Little research 
exists showing the contri-
bution women make, espe-
cially young women. That 
either signals a new move-
ment is afoot involving 
young women farmers and 
research just hasn’t caught 
up, or it means women’s 
contributions are what she 
calls “invisible.” 

Says Srinivasan: “You’re 
disadvantaged twice, be-
cause you’re a women and 
because you’re young.”

Across the four coun-
tries, women told the 
researchers they weren’t 
taken seriously as farm-
ers. This manifested itself 
in different ways. For 
example, some aspects of 
modern farming, such as 
increased technology and 
mechanization, means 
there are fewer manual 
labour jobs on farms. But in 
some countries, women are 
discouraged from operating 
machinery. In those cases, 

modern farming reduces 
their chances for jobs. 

This problem is further 
exacerbated by the rural 
exodus of job seekers head-
ed for cities – they’re mostly 
men. That leaves women 
behind to farm in an unwel-
coming environment. 

Holding a land title is 
another problem. In some 
countries, only men can be 
landowners. That leaves 
women without equity and 
facing an impossible situ-
ation if they need to apply 
for credit, a normal part of 
doing business.

So it’s no wonder that 

women in some countries 
who farm may choose not 
refer to themselves as farm-
ers – even though that’s 
what they are – because 
they’re not recognized in 
the same way as men.

“Canada is way ahead in 
self-identity,” says Sriniva-
san. “That’s not so in other 
countries. Women who 
farm don’t call themselves 
farmers.”

The discussion, “Young 
and female: international 
perspectives on farming,” 
will be take place at 3:15 
p.m. on May 22.  For more 
information, visit the food 

summit website at https://
arrellfoodinstitute.ca/food-
summit/

And if you’re a farm 
woman who feels isolated, 
consider joining the Ag 
Women’s Network. As the 
group’s website says, “From 
flowers to field crops, hops 
to hogs, pulses to poultry, 
and canola to cows, the 
members of the Ag Wom-
en’s Network are farmers 
and industry profession-
als interested in a vibrant 
agriculture industry, which 
celebrates diversity and 
allows individuals to reach 
their full potential.”

ROBERTS: In some places, women who farm don’t even refer to themselves as farmers
FROM | 15

Elmira:
5 Duke St. 519.669.5488 or info@jlshomehardware.ca

Love your lawn & garden and they’ll love you back.

SUPER SALE! 3-Da ys
ONLY!

Concrete Mix
$3.9730kg

2622 -665

H ALF
PRICE
Ultimate

Angle Broom
$5.27

With Dust pa n 4515 -568

SAVE
$40

Marriot
Toilet 3.0/6L

$99.97
3274 -200

Your Home Building Centre Store With So Much More!

9190 -800

Weed Free
Topsoil 25L
$1 .79

Reg 2.19
5053-899 5025 -171

CIL Golfgreen
with Iron

$18.97
Reg 24.97

5024-512 4515 -224

18” Contractor
Push Broom

$19.97
Reg 29.99

4515-224 5024 -512

Premium Soil
Mark’s Choice
$5 .77

Reg 7.29
5053-686

5053 -686

Drywall Compound
Dust-Away Bonus
$18. 97

Reg 25.99
1625-895

5024 -507

Garden
Mulch 2cuft

$4.77
Black/Red/ Nat

5011-952/5093-301/316

Many More In-Store Specials

4515 -289

Garden Hose
Flexigon 5/8x50’
$29.97

49.99
5038-844

279770/279774/279771

This F looring Special
at JL’s 575 Wellington
location only.

Laminate
Flooring

$1 .67
Reg 1.99

21014/21017/21020

Wood Shield Best
Deck Stain

SAVE
40%

Selected
Patio Furniture

50%
OFF

While Quantities Last
Sorry, no rain checks

Lawn Day Sale

Sale starts 
Friday, May 18th

5 Duke St.
Weekend SALE Hours:
Friday, May 18th: 7:30AM-6PM

: 11AM-4PM
: 8AM-5PMSaturday, May 19th

Sunday, May 20th 

tion, which directs safety 
certification in Canada and 
abroad on everything from 
football helmets to plumb-
ing systems, for flood-resis-
tant construction.

Designing new com-
munities to be flood-
resistant, and 
providing flood 
assessments for 
homeowners, has 
become all the 
more crucial as 
extreme weather 
phenomena be-
comes the norm, 
says Feltmate.

“A growing 
problem in Can-
ada from Halifax 
to Victoria is the growing 
uninsurability of the hous-
ing market in the country,” 
he said. “Where insurers 
find themselves in situa-
tions now where flood risk 
is so high, with such repeti-
tion, that they simply can’t 
offer insurance coverage 
in many regions for water 
flooding in the basement.”

It’s a trend that’s borne 
out in the numbers. Ac-
cording to statistics com-
piled by Intact, the losses 
to insurance companies 
has sky-rocketed over the 
past 35 years in Canada, 
even when we take infla-
tion into account. Just 
looking at insurance 
payouts for large-scale 
damages – such as those 
that would be paid out 
for floods, fires and other 
extreme events – costs in 
Canada have doubled every 
five to ten years since 1980.

Even in past seven years 
alone, the cost of freak 

weather events have dra-
matically shot up. Between 
1983 to 2008, insurance 
payouts for those large-
scale disasters cost on av-
erage $400 million a year 
(in 2016 dollars). Between 
2009 and 2016, the pay-
outs exceeded $1 billion. 
In 2013, over $2 billion was 

paid out in dam-
ages, the major-
ity due to floods, 
while a further 
$4 billion dollars 
worth of damage 
was left unin-
sured.

Put another 
way, extreme 
weather, and 
flooding in 

particular, is becoming 
more frequent in Canada, 
causing more damage and 
costing Canadians more 
and more dollars to repair. 
And, Feltmate adds, when 
we consider that, accord-
ing to the Canadian Payroll 
Association, half of all 
Canadians live paycheque 
to paycheque, the stress of 
increased flooding can be-
come fast untenable.

But with the right plan-
ning, these costs can at the 
very least be diminished if 
not avoided outright. There 
are about 40,000 home 
inspectors in Canada, and 
9,000 in the province, 
that Feltmate expects 
can benefit from the new 
program over the next few 
years. The Intact Centre is 
also working on a smaller, 
more concise version of 
the course for mortgage 
brokers, banks, real estate 
agents, and other profes-
sionals that would benefit 
from the basic training.

FLOOD RISK: Management 
is the key goal at this point
FROM | 15

Blair Feltmate



18 | THE ARTS THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, MAY 17, 2018

E L M I R A

S E R I E SSUNDAY CONCERT
GORE PARK, ELMIRA, 7-9 PM
FREE - BRING A LAWN CHAIR 

CONCERT DATES - 2018

DIANNE & THE CAVALIERS
THE MUIR BAND

SHINE BLUEGRASS BAND
NAOMI BRISTOW

EPHRIAM FREY &
OLDE TYME COUNTRY

WENDY LYNN SNYDER

JUNE 3
JUNE 10
JUNE 17
JUNE 24

JULY 1

JULY 8

JULY 15 THE NEW CUMBERLAND BAND
JULY 22 NELSON FAMILY BLUEGRASS
JULY 29 LANCE RUSSWURM

AUG 5 FRED LEWIS & RIDING HIGH
AUG 12 GERALD DAVIDSON
AUG 19 U TURN
AUG 26 RICK LOUCKS & SOUTHBOUND

Sponsored by
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

The arts do abound for young performers
St. Jacobs-based theatre program for young people set to put on four plays at Floradale Mennonite Church

FAISAL ALI

Music and drama are 
sure to abound this month 
as the young actors of Arts 
Abound will be staging a 
series of musicals at Flora-
dale Mennonite Church. 
Plenty of fun and more than 
a few laughs are on offer for 
the whole family in a variety 
of shows being put on by the 
St. Jacobs arts centre, from 
“We are Monsters” and “Gi-
ants in the Sky” to “Press 
Start.”

This year, there are four 
shows being put on by the 
young members of the Arts 
Abound theatre program, 
with the actors being orga-
nized by age group. Speak-
ing to the cast members 
of Press Start, who are in 
Grades 4 to 6, the kids are 
proud and confident in their 
production, if also a little 
nervous.

“We’ve worked really 
hard, and everything that 
you see on stage, we have 
made, we have done,” says 
Lauren, who plays Mega Kid 
in Press Start. “It was a chal-
lenge to put this play togeth-
er and we put a lot of work 
into it. So people should 
come because this play is 
not going to be pathetic!”

The kids laugh and agree, 
but add that the play boasts 
a lot of humor and toe-
tapping musical numbers as 
well. The story is set in the 
“land of video games” and 
the kids are all dressed in 
colourful variations of famil-
iar video game characters. 
Young audience members 
in particular are sure to rec-
ognize characters like Maria 
the Plumber and Princess 

Pomegranate.
The older folks will get 

see someone familiar too, as 
anyone who has ever attend-
ed the Elmira Maple Syrup 
Festival will instantly recog-
nize the play’s guest star.

 “There’s Flapjack the 
Pancake in the play, which is 
going to be quite amusing,” 
adds Lauren . “I think par-
ents are going to get a kick 
out of that.”

Almost at the end of their 
rehearsals, the kids excitedly 
encourage everyone to come 
out and enjoy the shows, 
which runs on May 28 and 
29.

“It’s different than your 
normal play that you’d go 

see. It’s more of a jumpy 
play, it sort of has the catchy 
music and costumes,” notes 
Nicky, who plays Generic 
Ghost.

“It’s a really exciting play 
and there’s a lot of plot twists 
like the villain scene where 
the villains are actually not 
that bad people, they’re 
quite nice. Just average Joe’s 
I guess,” adds Megan, who 
plays Princess Pomegranate.

For anyone who can’t 
make the show, however, 
there are still three more 
being put on by the Arts 
Abound troupe for different 
age groups.

“Our youngest group, our 
Grade 1 to 3, is doing We are 

Monsters,” says Arts Abound 
founder Shelley Martin. 
“Which is the story of four 
humans that go searching 
for a monster cabaret and 
in doing so meet a few dif-
ferent monsters. At first the 
monsters are afraid of the 
humans but in the end they 
realize that really, they’re 
not that different.

“It’s a nice story about 
friendship,” she adds. The 
show hits the stage on May 
14 and May 15.

A second group of actors 
in Grades 4 to 6 will be stag-
ing the illustratively named 
musical, The Most Epic 
Birthday Party Ever.

Despite what the title 

would suggest, the birthday 
party at the centre of the 
story is going anything but 
“epically” as the parents all 
vanish from the scene, lead-
ing to the kids comical ef-
forts to save the day. Things 
get even more complicated 
when argument breaks out 
between two siblings, threat-
ening to split the party in 
two.

Finally, the oldest group, 
the Grade 7 to 9 actors, will 
be performing in the Giants 
in the Sky. The play is an 
inverse of the age-old Jack 
and the Bean Stalk tale, with 
an adventurous giant climb-
ing down from the clouds to 
learn more about the world 

The cast of Arts Abound play “We are Monsters” rehearsing at the Floradale Mennonite Church on Tuesday, right before a show. The group includes Elena, Loxley, Emmett, Taya, Avery, Keira W., Nohl, Lauryn, Lily D., Kiera D., Inara, Lily 
H., Madelyn, Hailey, Grace, Nolan, Natasha, Leah, Ella, Neve and Jillian. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

below. Giants in the Sky will 
be performed on May 30 
and 31.

Besides the public shows, 
the Arts Abound are also 
putting on select perfor-
mances for visiting schools 
from across the region. The 
group are expecting about 
1,000 students to attend.

All public shows start at 7 
p.m., while doors open half-
an-hour earlier at the Flo-
radale Mennonite Church. 
Tickets are $10, available at 
the door.

All four plays were created 
by Beat by Beat Press, a New 
York-based publisher that 
specifically creates musicals 
for young actors.

saturday june 2, 2018
at the Woolwich memorial centre, elmira

per person
advance Ticketsin support of grand river hospital pediatric unit find out more: www.shinealittlelight.org

2pm-10pm

Come Sample Cra� Beers, Wines & Spirits for a Great Cause!

each ticket includes 1 souvenir
tasting glass, & 5 sample tokens.
more for purchase at event.$20 tickets purchased at the door: $25

this event is age of
majority 19 & up.



20 | CLASSIFIED THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, MAY 17, 2018

CLASSIFIED
CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$7.50 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$12.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classifi ed ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

PETRO CANADA ELMIRA 
Looking for help Saturday 
and Sunday 6 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Must also be flexible for 
hours during the week. 
Apply in person to 110 Earl 
Martin Dr.

FOR SALE

LAWN FERTILIZER AND LAWN 
SEED - Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still 
in sealed bag. Sacrifice 
$195. Delivery available. 
519-635-8737.

HELP WANTED

OBSERVER CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

Fermon Construction Ltd is looking for lead hands and or 
labourer’s to become apart of our team immediately. 
Are you a hard worker, reliable and a team player?

 Full time and part time positions avalible. 

For more information contact Fermon Martin at 
519-699-4828 ext 1

Construction Labourers
WANTED!

Fermon Construction 
Ltd

IS HIRING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITION:

LONG HAUL 
TRUCK DRIVER  
ANNUAL EARNINGS = $70,000 TO $80,000

HOME ON WEEKENDS
For more information, you can visit our website 

www.horstsystems.com/careers or
give us a call at 519.669.1300

Apply directly at: recruiting@horstsystems.com

General Labourer 
Masonal Stone - Milverton, Ontario 

Masonal Stone is a growing Canadian natural 
stone fabricator with over 30 years of experience 
in the masonry industry. Our company is defined 
by the dedication of our team members and their 
belief in our company's potential. 

Our facility in Milverton processes stone from over 60 
quarries in Ontario for distribution to dealers across 
Canada and the USA. We take pride in the quality and 
range of natural stone products we offer. 

Masonal Stone is looking for a general labour worker 
to join the production team in Milverton.
This is a full time position.

We are looking for candidates
with the following qualifications: 

• Initiative, good attendance record & dependable
• Ability to follow instruction and work with little 

supervision
• Flexibility to work at different stations with various 

machines and tools Promote safe work environment
• Lift up to 50 pounds, ability to handle moderate to 

heavy physical work
• Communicate and work in team environment to 

meet production requirements

Why work for Masonal Stone?

• Starting wage $16.00 per hour 
• Benefits Package includes a drug plan, help with eye 

wear, paramedical, dental and more after the initial 
3 month probationary period. 

• Friendly work environment
• Training in fabrication machinery, 

CNC machine operations
• Specialization in different positions within facility 

Experience in a growing company

Tel: 519.595.4643
e-mail:randy@masonalstone.com

Country Lane Builders will provide accommodation during 
the hiring process. We would like to thank all applicants, 

however, only those under consideration will be contacted.

FRAMING & TRIM
CARPENTERS

Full Time

required for a growing construction 
company based in Hawkesville.

Country Lane Builders is committed to being 
a leader in the construction industry, always 
looking for continual improvement, safety, 
quality products & service. Experience 
preferred but not required. 

If interested please send your resume to 

sales@clbuilders.ca

HELP WANTED

Full time retail/packaging room positions. 
Daytime or afternoons. Benefits.

Send resumes to 
terry@stemmlermeats.ca

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Tools, 
antiques, household goods 
and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, on 
Thursday, May 24th @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451 or 698-0138 

AUCTION SALE OF Custom 
built house with barn & 
shed on 4.5 acre farm, 4 
wheelers, tools, antiques, 
and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at 985019 Perth 
Oxford Rd. 1/2 mile west 
of Tavistock, for Richard 
and Diane Stein, on Sat-
urday, June 2nd @ 9:30 
a.m. Gerber auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451 or 698-0138. 

AUCTIONS

DOUBLE RING ESTATE and 
Consignment Auction 
of furniture, appliances, 
antiques, house hold effects 
and lawn and garden equip-
ment. Sale to be held at 
#7213 Line 86 Wallenstein, 
Saturday May 26, 10:00 a.m. 
Gerald Bowman Auctions 
519-638-5708.

SAT. MAY 26 at 8:30 AM - 
Annual charity auction of 
approx. 250 quilts; com-
forters; crafts; household 
items; and much more. 
For more info visit www.
nhmrs.com. Held at the 
New Hamburg Fair ground 
for the Mennonite Central 
Committee. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF Machinery, 
large quantity of scrap metal, 
and miscellaneous items, to 
be held at 687267 County Rd. 
2, Blandford-Blenheim Twp. 
(approx. 1 mile southeast 
of Princeton or 3 miles west 
of Paris), for Sue Kaufman 
(former John Beulenkamp 
Farm), on Wednesday, May 
30th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 or 
698-0138 

WED. MAY 30 at 9:45 AM 
- Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; household effects; 
antiques; collectables; tools; 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at the St. Jacob’s Com-
munity Centre in St. Jacobs for 
an area estate with additions. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

RETIREMENT AUCTION OF 
groceries, store shelving, 
chest freezers, display 
coolers, commercial meat 
slicer and more for Gourlays 
Grocery Store located at 38 
McGivern St. Moorefield. 
Friday June 1 at 5:00 p.m. 
Gerald Bowman Auctions 
519-638-5708.

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade lime, 
25kg. Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-
4141 or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

WANTED

ANTIQUES - WE Want: Toys, 
cast iron, steel, tin; farm: 
wooden buckets, crates, 
cupboards, apple ladders 

etc. Coloured glass, tin ware, 
crocks, benches, tables, 
stands, good vinyl (jazz, 
rock, blues). Iron Bucket, 
420 St. Andrew St. W. 
Fergus. 519-787-8287. “We 
trade money for good stuff”.

BUYING BROKEN GOLD rings, 
chains, gold teeth, diamond 
rings, estate jewellery, 
Rolex, Omega Bretling wrist 
watches etc. Old pocket 
watches, rock & roll, jazz 
records, toys, sterling silver 
items, coins, paper money. 
gallamore@golden.net Terry 
at 519-242-6900, Elmira.

RENTALS

1 BEDROOM AND 2 Bedroom 
Apartment in Elmira. Quiet 
building, newly reno-
vated, close to downtown. 
Call 519-669-5798.

1 BEDROOM IN newer 6 plex, 
bottom unit, stairs involved. 
Laundry & parking on site, 
excellent building and loca-
tion. Require a single retired 
or working professional. No 
pets & non smoker of any 
type. $700/mth + utilities. 
Available June 15/18. Call 
519-669-2212.

RENTALS

PROFESSIONAL COUPLE 
LOOKING to rent farm house 
within 30 mins of Elmira. 
References available. 
Call Paul @ 519-500-9640.

WANTED: ROOM TO rent for 
karate classes. 2-3 hours 
Wed. evenings or Sat. morn-
ings from September to 
June. St. Clements/Heidel-
berg area preferable. Have 
own insurance. References 
available upon request. 
Call Becky at 519-580-1418. 

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON’S DRYWALL AND 
Renovations. Over 35 years 
experience. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email ron.
spncr@gmail.com

COMING EVENTS

LET’S TALK PARENT-
ING Drop In and Play 
with your child(ren). The 
Elmira Family Centre, 
250 William St. Alternate 
Wednesdays May 23, 2018, 
9:15 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Visit 
www.parentingnow.ca for 
more parenting resources.

GARAGE SALES

DOWNSIZING GARAGE SALE 
- Fri. May 19, 4 p.m.; Sat. 
May 20, 7:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
12 Grosbeak Rd., Elmira. 
Household, kids bikes, fur-
niture and more.

GARAGE SALE - Fri. May 18th, 
8 a.m. - 8 p.m. and Sat. May 
19th, 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 3672 
Manser Rd., Linwood. Some-
thing for everyone. Weather 
permitting.

GARAGE SALE - May 19 & 20: 
2 Duke St. Elmira. Some-
thing for everyone! 
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CLASSIFIED DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

FOR THURSDAY PUBLICATION

OBSERVER CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

AUCTIONS

HELP WANTED

FIND IT TODAY!
IN THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS

Kurtz Auctions Inc.
CLEARING / ESTATE AUCTION

Kurtz Auctons Inc. / Auctioneer: Brian S Kurt (519)836-0342
Email: brian@kurtzauctionsinc.com Web Site: www.kurtzauctionsinc.ca

DATE: Saturday May 26, 2018 @ 10:00am
LOCATION: 5461, Hwy 86, 1 km north of Guelph Auto Mall
PREVIEW: Friday May 25 , 1:00-4:00pm and Sale day 9:00 am
Consisting of Furniture, Appliances,Tools, Vehicles & Misc.

Featuring: 2005 Chev. Silverado Z71 Pickup//2002 Toyota 
Camry//1987 Olds Cutlas//1975 Mercedes diesel//1956 Ford F100 
Pickup//New kitchen cupboards//fridges & stoves//New DANBY 
appliances//New Propane Generators//Portable air compressor//
Pressure Washers//10" Bench Saw//Inverters//Portable 
BBQ//Grinder//ceramic tile cutter & more
NOTETHIS WILL BE A FULL SALE WITH LOTS NOT MENTIONED AS 
NEW items ARRIVING UP TO SALE TIME. 
CHECK WEBSITE FOR UPDATES
TermsCash and/or Debit. We also accept cheque with proper 
ID. 10% buyer's premium. Any announcements day of sale take 
precedence over ads Auctioneer, Auction company or propri-
etors not responsible for accidents, injury, damage or loss of 
property on sale day

AUCTIONS

LARGE DOUBLE RING ESTATE
& CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Office: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website: www.bowmanauctions.ca 

Large Double Ring Estate and Consignment Auction of Appliances, 
Furniture, Antiques, Shop Equipment, Lawn and Garden Equipment, 

trees, shrubs, plants. Sale to be held at:  
#7213 Line 86 Wallenstein approx. 6 km east of Elmira.

SATURDAY MAY 26 10:00 A.M. 
Appliances: Maytag sud saver washer, Danby twin tub washer, White fridge, washer and 
dryer, stacking washer and dryer, small wood stove, dehumidifier. 
Furniture: Solid wood extension table 12’ long, 3 pc double size bookcase bedroom 
set light coloured waterfall, queen box and mattress, 3 pc brown suede sofa set, 3 pc 
multicolour sofa set, light coloured corner cabinet, 3 door dark china cabinet, 2 sets 
of 4 wooden chairs, black folding chairs, heavy glider rocker, wooden rocker, drop leaf 
tables, solid cedar gas fire table, 3 drawer file cabinet, dark table w 6 chairs, Fuseball 
table, 2 plastic high chairs, stroller, 2 wicker chairs (nice), fish tank chest of drawers, 
curio cabinets, kids picnic table, lots more too much to list.
Antiques: Tilt top desk, organ stool, 2 old kids sleighs, dining room suite, partial cream 
separator, tiny wood stove, wood office desk, kids toy cupboard, wood spoke wheel, 
small setee, record player, oil lamps, blow torch, finger crocks, scales, blue glass ware, 
telephones, hand pump, Underwood typewriter, tins, Beaver jar, insulators and more. 
Misc: Big Pile of dog and cat food in bags, automatic drywall taper, 2 guitars, 2 amps, 
large bird on stand, wall clocks, small glass display case, keyboard (new), stainless sink, 
good selection of bikes, fireplace screen, pressure cooker, foot massager, colour scanner 
(new), wooden outdoor planters, double hammock, kids toys, stepper exercise machine, 
lots of wooden canes new seconds, lots more far too much to list.
Shop Equipment:  Large HSE diesel hot pressure washer, good sized mig welder, stick 
welder, drywall mudding gun, bench top press, large vice, sump pumps.
Lawn and Garden: 60” stand on zero turn, 10hp Honda ride on lawn roller, 60” Kubota 
zero turn mower, good selection on riding mowers, push and self propelled mowers, 
front and rear tine tillers, tow behind lawn rollers and weed sprayers, 2” water pump, JD 
Mc519 tow along grass catcher, fertilizer spreaders, chain saws, string rimmers the list is 
endless, good variety of trees, shrubs and bushes. 

AUCTIONS

This Elmira Blood Donor Clinic announcement is brought to 
you by these community-minded businesses

CALL 1 888 2 DONATE for more information or to book an appointment.  Visit www.blood.ca

ELMIRA BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

Give Blood …
 to save lives.

The Next Elmira Clinic: Friday, May 25th, 2018 
from 2:30pm - 7:30pm at Lion's Hall, Elmira

1.800.265.6126  |

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

63 Union St., Elmira • 519-669-1842

ELECTRIC MOTORS | GENERATORS | AUTOMATION CONTROL
ELECTRICAL WHOLESALE

7278 LINE 86, WALLENSTEIN, ON

Wallenstein General Store Inc.

UNIQUE ONE STOP SHOPPING

Groceries • Hardware • Giftware
Books • Drygoods • Postal Outlet

519-669-2231

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

FIND IT TODAY!
 THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.

(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

FIND IT TODAY!
 THE OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232

Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

HELP WANTED

AUCTIONS

Serving you for over 100 Years

1145 Printery Rd., St. Jacobs | TEL: 519.664.2263519-669-3388 • 1-877-711-9677

Local & Long Distance Trucking
Flatbeds • 53’ Stepdecks

R.R.#1   West Montrose

WELCOME 
TO THE HOME 

FOR 
AREA-WIDE 
AUCTIONS.

FIND OUT ALL ABOUT 
THE LATEST SALE 

DATES EVERY WEEK.
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REAL ESTATEKARATE KIDS

LET OUR 65+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

NEW LISTING

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

HECKENDORN

519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

Enjoy this west facing 3 season cottage on the 
water. 2 bedroom with open concept living/din-
ing & Kitchen area. 3 piece bath plus an enclosed 
sunroom. Extra Bunkie for guests. Well treed lot for 
added privacy. MLS

LOT 205, CONESTOGA LAKE 

$289,900

Country living on the edge of HEIDELBERG. 1/3 
acre lot. Brick bungalow w/3 bedrooms, living 
room and eat-in kitchen. Partially fin. bsmt. Forced 
air propane furnace, central air. Steel  roof.  MLS  
NEW PRICE  

2499 KRESSLER ROAD, ST. CLEMENTS

$349,900

NEW PRICE

Over 2700 sq. ft. 4 (or 5) bdrm. home on  a beautiful 
85’x230’ lot.  Fam. room with stone fireplace ( wood-
burning). Gas f.pl. in living room with several windows. 
Hdwd and ceramics on main level. 2 walkouts to new 
deck (2016). Fin. rec. room and office/bedroom in lower 
level. 4pc ensuite. Extra long driveway. New MLS 

Location! Close to all schools, rec. facilities, down-
town & across from a park. Custom built, one own-
er home with a great yard. 4 bedrooms, unspoiled 
bsmt & excavated under garage. Main flr. family 
room w/fireplace. W/O to large deck. NEW MLS 

11 STONEFIELD DR. WEST MONTROSE

24 FIRST ST. W. ELMIRA

$749,900

$539,000

You won’t be disappointed with this custom built 
home that is tastefully decorated! Hdwd. & ceramics 
on main level. Main floor den/office w/walkout. Cov-
ered rear porch & concrete patio. Some infloor heating 
(2 heat zones – great for utility costs!) Lovely kitchen 
w/walkin pantry & spacious dining area. Huge master 
bdrm. & 5 pc. ensuite. Partially fin. bsmt). NEW MLS 

78 GERBER MEADOW DR. WELLESLEY

$664,900

Affordable Condo with low monthly fees. End unit.  
Two large bedrooms. Electric fireplace. Newer carpet 
on steps and basement. 2pc. bath in lower level. 6 
appliances included. Newer sliding door to patio 
area. Quiet building. New MLS 

30 FLAMINGO DR. UNIT 29C ELMIRA  

$217,500

Single family bungalow under $450,000.! Spacious 
kitchen w/oak cupboards & dishwasher. Hdwd 
floor in L.R. Updated bathroom. Rec. room w/gas 
fireplace, den, office & 3pc. bath in lower level. 
Updated windows and doors. Shingles (2013). 
Newer deck. Partially encl. carport. Extra-long dble. 
driveway. MLS 

9 PHEASANT DRIVE, ELMIRA 

$449,900

Location! Close to all schools, rec. facilities, down-
town & across from a park. Custom built, one own-
er home with a great yard. 4 bedrooms, unspoiled 
bsmt & excavated under garage. Main flr. family 

24 FIRST ST. W. ELMIRA

room w/fireplace. W/O to large deck. NEW MLS 

$539,000$539,000

Location! Close to all schools, rec. facilities, down

bsmt & excavated under garage. Main flr. family 
room w/fireplace. W/O to large deck. NEW MLS 

Location! Close to all schools, rec. facilities, down
town & across from a park. Custom built, one own
er home with a great yard. 4 bedrooms, unspoiled 
bsmt & excavated under garage. Main flr. family 
room w/fireplace. W/O to large deck. NEW MLS SOLD

Over 2700 sq. ft. 4 (or 5) bdrm. home on  a beautiful 
85’x230’ lot.  Fam. room with stone fireplace ( wood-
burning). Gas f.pl. in living room with several windows. 
Hdwd and ceramics on main level. 2 walkouts to new 

11 STONEFIELD DR. WEST MONTROSE11 STONEFIELD DR. WEST MONTROSE

level. 4pc ensuite. Extra long driveway. New MLS $749,900$749,900

Over 2700 sq. ft. 4 (or 5) bdrm. home on  a beautiful 

deck (2016). Fin. rec. room and office/bedroom in lower 

Over 2700 sq. ft. 4 (or 5) bdrm. home on  a beautiful 
85’x230’ lot.  Fam. room with stone fireplace ( wood
burning). Gas f.pl. in living room with several windows. 
Hdwd and ceramics on main level. 2 walkouts to new 
deck (2016). Fin. rec. room and office/bedroom in lower SOLD

AUCTIONS

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION SALE
Of

Tools, antiques, household goods and 
miscellaneous items, to be held at the 

K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd.
2 miles south of Wellesley, on

THURSDAY, MAY 24TH @ 10:00 A.M.

HOUSEHOLD: 2 - 3pc. bedroom suites & 2pc. 
white bedroom suite (all double).  Roxton maple 
8pc. dining room suite.  Roxton maple table & 
4 chairs.  Dining room table & 6 chairs.  Pine 
centre pedestal table and 8 chairs – nice.  Roxton 
end tables, lamps & shelving.  Hutch/buffet.  
Leather burgundy reclining sofa – excellent.  
Pine corner cabinet.  Corner what-not stand.  
Cedar chest.  Cream leather sofa.  Upholstered 
lift chair.  Rockers.  Wicker furniture.  Kirby 
vacuum.  Electronics.  Yamaha keyboard.  
Seagull Coastline S5 acoustic guitar.  Epiphone 
Les Paul Jr. electric guitar.  Electric meat slicer. 
Silverware in chest.  Smaller pressure cooker.  
New bedding.  Household goods, etc.
ANTIQUES/COLLECTIBLES: Old wood stove.  
Rocker.  Hall bench.  Old scales.  Mantle clock.  
Hummel’s (West German figurines).  Peanut jars.  
Graniteware.  Cameras.  Mantle clock.  Lanterns.  
Apple peeler.  Assorted crocks up to 15 gal.  Milk 
bottles.  Medicine bottles.  Early strap on skates.  
Brass door knocker.  Set of china.  China & glass 
(Belleek, Blue china, coloured glass, fruit plates, 
fancy bowls & plates, etc.).
MISC. ITEMS: Older snowmobile trailer.  Murray 
14.5hp snow blower, 29in. – good.  Gas pressure 
washers.  Gas push mowers.  Garden tillers. Feed 
cart.  5th wheel hitch.  Small pressure washer.  
Good assortment of hand, power & cordless 
tools (including Dewalt & Milwaukee).  Dewalt 
cordless air stapler.  Bosch compound mitre 
saw.  Sawzall.  Airless sprayers.  Tools chest.  
Portable air compressors.  Bridgestone Blizzak 
265/65R18 set of 4 winter tires.  Jeep cover.  
Roof hoist.  Alum. ladders.  Portable stairs.  Big 
8 wheel barrow.  Appliance cart.  Motorcycle 
helmet, jacket & accessories.  Guns (2 shot guns 
& 1 – 22 rifle, PAL required).  Garden tools, etc.  
Partial list only.  See www.gerberauctions.net 
for photos.  Terms – Cash, cheque or debit with 
I.D.  10% buyer’s premium. 
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THE PLACE 
TO SELL YOUR 

HOME.

WELCOME TO THE 
NEW HOME 

FOR AREA-WIDE 
AUCTIONS.

FIND OUT ALL ABOUT 
THE LATEST SALE 

DATES EVERY WEEK. Nate Bulgin (top), Kylee Jantzi and Max Perrin (above) tested recently at Schweitzer’s Martial Arts in 
Hawkesville.   [SUBMITTED]
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REAL ESTATE

HAPPY VICTORIA DAY

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Moorefield- Investment Opportunity!!! 
First time home buyers, this well cared for 
duplex is the property for you!  Why not 
offset your mortgage payments by 
renting out one of the units?  Unit A has 
two bedrooms and one bathroom, Unit B 
has been updated and has two bedrooms 
and two bathrooms. Two newer high 
efficiency gas furnaces (2016/2017), Roof 
2015, all appliances included and parking 
for three cars.  Don't wait, call today!$324,900$324,900

Waterloo - Space for Home-based 
Business Close to WLU and downtown 
core. This 3 bedroom home has an eat in 
kitchen, finished rec room, deck, 
gardens & single garage. The large 
family room is currently set up as a hair 
salon  with parking for 2 off of 
Bridgeport as well as a parking lot for at 
least 3 cars off of Margaret Ave. This 
property is perfect for a growing family 
and/or home based business!$425,000$425,000

ELMIRA - Spacious Century Home - 
Perfect for your growing family! Large 
principal rooms, eat in kitchen and 4 
bedrooms including a master with private 
balcony. High baseboards and 9ft ceilings 
throughout, with modern updates such as 
flooring and a brand new 4pc bathroom. 
Partially fenced private yard with fire pit 
and shed. Walk up from the basement to 
the insulated heated garage. Close to 
down town and the new Riverside P.S. - 
Call today to make this your home!$449,900$449,900

Drayton - Spectacular open-concept 3 
bedroom bungalow (2013) with 9' ceilings.  
Large kitchen has cherry cabinets, gas 
stove and huge island while living room has 
gas fireplace and 10’ ceiling. Master with 
walk in closet & 4pc ensuite. Main floor 
laundry has loads of storage. Oversized 
double garage with air compressor and 
220 service. Unfinished basement (1600sq 
ft) with rough-in for bathroom and 9' 
ceilings. Back yard has privacy hedge, 
20x25 deck, shed and play structure.   $570,000$570,000$570,000

OPEN HOUSE Sat, May 19th  1-3pm
69 Church St. W, Elmira

THANK-YOU
FOR CHOOSING

RE/MAX! 3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

and/or home based business!

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER
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ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

ARE YOU THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING IN 2018? CALL US TODAY AND WE CAN HELP YOU ACHIEVE THIS!

BUILT BY PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES - PERFECT FOR EMPTY 
NESTERS. PRICED AT $459,900  These executive style bungalow towns 
offer all main floor conveniences.  Open concept layout, gorgeous 
custom kitchens complete with island/breakfast bar, hardwood floors in 
the great room, gas fireplace and walkouts, master offers a walk-in 
closet and full ensuite bath with walk-in shower, main floor laundry/mud-
room, central air conditioning, privacy fencing + more included!   Call 
today for further details and to reserve your unit today!  AUGUST 
CLOSINGS AVAILABLE.  Located in the South Parkwood subdivision  on 
Buroak Drive.  EXCLUSIVE

FREEHOLD BUNGALOW TOWN HOMES 
IMPRESSIVE TWO STOREY
$549,000 ELMIRA Shows like a model 
home!  Owners eye for decor is definitely 
appreciated throughout, accented 
wallpapered walls, grey tones, custom 
kitchen has granite counter tops, 
appliances, dining area w/walkout to 
professionally finished covered deck, 
fenced yd & garden shed.  3 bdrms, 3 
bathrooms including an upgraded ensuite.  
Steps to Riverside Public school.  MLS

STRIKING BUNGALOW!
$754,900 WELLESLEY Gorgeous custom 
built bungalow with almost 3500 SQ.FT of 
living space.  Main floor great room, formal 
dining and attractive eat-in kitchen, 
hardwood, gas fireplace, 3 bdrms including 
main floor master w/ensuite.  Entertainers 
DREAM basement complete with wet bar, rec 
rm, wood fireplace, games area, walk-up to 
oversized triple car garage.  NEW MLS

NEW PRICE!

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Milverton – Bring your family home to 
Milverton! This brand new two storey 
1848 sq ft house will come with 9’ 
ceilings, 3 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms, 
including a master ensuite. Constructed 
with high quality workmanship, located 
on a quiet street and backing onto 
woodlands, this is the perfect place to 
raise your active family. Milverton offers 
many amenities including a beautiful rec 
centre with an arena, outdoor pool, 
sports fields and playground plus a 
weekly Farmers Market from June-Octo-
ber. This vibrant community is just waiting 
for you to come and be a part of it. $449,000
ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA   DIRECT: 519-503-2753 

EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

Building Lot | Tobermory |  $36,000
Building lot on Dyers Bay Rd, South of Tobermory. MLS  Call Dale.

 Now is always the right time to put your house on the 
Market. Inventory is low so still a Sellers market. For a 
free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  

call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

WE SPECIALIZE IN GETTING THE WORD OUT! | Call: 519-669-5790 to BOOK YOUR AD TODAY!
CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

FIND YOUR DREAM HOME 
IN THE #1 COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER IN ONTARIO
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DIRECTORY ADS
GET RESULTS.

SMALL ADS. 
BIG IMPACT.

OUTDOOR SERVICES

OUTDOOR SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

Brands You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

homewindowfashions.ca

Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537
STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Diesel & Auto Repairs Inc.  Diesel & Auto Repairs Inc.

(Formerly The Kids Diesel Shop)

20A Arthur St. N Elmira ON

(Formerly The Kids Diesel Shop)

“Mechanics You Can Trust”“Mechanics You Can Trust”

20A Arthur St. N Elmira ON
 519-669-8459

CALL US TODAY! 226-220-1196

FREE ESTIMATES ON ANY SIZE JOB

 Drywall & Taping
 Painting
 Flooring Installation

 Trim & Moulding
 Tiling
 Appliance Installation & much more

Over 30 Years
Experience

info@martinandmousso.ca  |  www.martinandmousso.ca

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICESCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICESCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICESCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SERVICES

Call Jeff Basler, Owner/Operator, at 519.669.9081 
mobile: 519.505.0985 | fax: 519.669.9819 | ever-green@sympatico.ca

• Mulch Delivery & Installation
• Full Flower Bed Maintenance
• Snow Plowing & Ice Control

Your source for year-round 
property maintenance.

Lawn
Mowing Packages

Lawn Maintenance
& Landscaping

Mowed,
Cleaned up
without disrupting
your busy schedule 

Call or Text

James The Lawn Guy 

Have your 

LAWN

519.580.5921
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EDSS SOCCER ACTION

Book an ad online or by 
calling 519-669-5790

PLACE A FAMILY ALBUM NOTICE! 
Call: 519-669-5790 or Visit: www.observerxtra.com

PRINTING SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

Quality Bedding
Premium 
Softwood

Blown or Pushed Off

We are geared to
meet your timing and
volume requirements

BLENDED TO MEET 
YOUR NEEDS!

Ph: Elmira (519) 669-5219

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

The EDSS girls’ soccer team took on visiting Glenview Park Secondary School on Tuesday in a qualifying match for WCSSA, but ultimately fell in a narrow 4-3 loss. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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FAMILY ALBUM

BIRTHDAY DEATH NOTICE OBITUARY

Soehner, Bruce 
Passed away peacefully at 

the Chapman House, Owen 
Sound on Friday May 11, 2018, 

his 83rd Birthday. 
Bruce resided in Hanover. Brubacher, Ralph M.

Peacefully passed away on Saturday, 
May 12, 2018 at Freeport Campus of 
Grand River Hospital, in his 93rd year. 
Beloved husband of the late Freda 
(Rushton) Brubacher (2003). Dear 
father of Peter and Val of Elmira, Paul 
and Pamela of South Carolina, and Jim 
and Linda of Tiny Township. Lovingly 
remembered by his grandchildren, 
Chris (Carey), Julie, Chris (Courtney), 
Kyle (Nicole), Karyn (Luke), Shawn 
(Rhonda), and Shannon (Matt), and 
nine great-grandchildren. Prede-
ceased by his parents Clare J. and 
Rose (Campbell) Brubacher and his 
sister Margaret Layton. Ralph owned 
and operated CJ Brubacher Plumb-
ing & Heating in Elmira. He was very 
active in his community. Ralph was 
a pilot officer in World War II serving 
in the Royal Canadian Air Force. At 
Ralph’s request, cremation has taken 
place. There will be no funeral home 
visitation. A celebration of Ralph’s life 
will be held on Sunday, June 24, 2018 
from 2-4 p.m. at the Elmira Legion, 
11 First St. E., Elmira. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations to the Royal 
Canadian Legion Br 469 Poppy Fund 
would be appreciated by the family and 
may be made by calling the Dreisinger  
Funeral Home, Elmira (519-669-2207).

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Voll, Clifford George
Passed away peacefully, at the Grand 
River Hospital on May 2nd, 2018 in his 
61st year.  Cliff is survived by sisters 
Dianne Kuntz (Harvey) of Wingham, 
Joanne Templin (Ken Johnstone) 
of Port Elgin, Janet Lehmann of 
Calgary and brothers Kenneth Voll 
(Virginia), Larry Voll (Brenda) all of 
Kitchener and Leonard of Calgary.  
Cliff was predeceased by his parents 
Robert and Charlotte (Voisin) Voll, 
and brothers-in-law Jim Templin 
and Ron Lehmann.  Dear uncle to 
his many nieces, nephews, great 
nieces& nephews.  Cliff will also be 
remembered as a kind and outgoing 
friend and neighbour to many in his 
community.  He will also be fondly 
remembered for his love of music and 
living each day to the fullest.

The family will receive their friends 
for visitation from 2-4 & 7-9 pm 
(Friday, May 18th) at the Graham 
A. Giddy Funeral Homes Waterloo 
Chapel, 617 King St. N., Waterloo 
(opposite Home Depot) for a Funeral 
Service at 1:00 pm on Saturday, May 
19th. Private graveside service will 
take place at St. Clements Catholic 
Cemetery, prior to the funeral.In 
remembrance, donations in lieu 
of flowers to the Canadian Spinal 
Research Organization, St. Mary’s 
General Hospital Foundation 
Kitchener-Waterloo or the Grand 
River Hospital Foundation would be 
appreciated. Condolences online at 
www.grahamgiddyfh.com 519.888.7700.
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Kraemer, Salome
Passed away peacefully at her home on 
Tuesday, May 15, 2018, at the age of 80 
years. Salome Kraemer (nee Martin) 
was the wife of Mahlon Kraemer of RR 
2, Wallenstein. Mother of Mary and Ion 
Bearinger of RR 1, Wallenstein, Martha 
and Levi Martin of Harriston, Anna 
and Sidney Martin of Harriston, Paul 
and Helena Kraemer of St. Thomas, 
and Phares Kraemer of Val Gagné, 
ON. Grandmother of 22 grandchildren 
and 18 great-grandchildren. Survived 
by her brother Reuben S. and Selina 
Martin of Waterloo. Predeceased by 
her parents Enoch and Lydia (Sauder) 
Martin, brother Eli (Nancy), and sisters 
Lovina and Ezra Bearinger, Susanna 
Martin, Maryann (Bert) Brands, and 
Lizzie Martin. The family received 
relatives and friends on Wednesday, 
May 16, 2018 from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. 
and will receive on Thursday, May 17, 
2018 from 2-5 p.m. at the family home, 
7456 Fourth Line, RR 2, Wallenstein. A 
family service will be held at the home 
on Friday, May 18, 2018 at 9 a.m., then 
to Olivet Mennonite Meeting House 
for burial and public service. Ar-
rangements entrusted to Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Spencer, Mary Barbara 
(neé O’Connor)

Passed away peacefully on Monday, 
May 14, 2018, at Barnswallow Place in 
Elmira, Ontario in her 95th year.  
Predeceased by her husband, Frank 
Spencer and her siblings Alice Frawley 
and Morgan O’Connor. Beloved mother 
of Mark and Cordell and grandmother 
to Ruth, Vance, Katie, and Patrick 
Spencer. Dear Aunt to many, including 
Mary Helen Frawley, Paddy Newton, 
Cathy Braden, Riley O’Connor, Megan 
O’Connor, Matt Spencer, Joan Turner, 
and close to many other cousins, 
nieces, nephews and their children.
Mary will be fondly remembered by 
many. She was lively and active, and 
enjoyed a wide variety of experiences 
in her life. Born in Dundalk, Ontario 
in 1923, Mary spent many years in To-
ronto, and over 20 years in Montreal, 
before retiring to Elmira with her hus-
band Frank, in the 1980s. 
Mary held many and varied jobs 
- a teacher, an accountant for a steak-
house, a railroad comptroller, a gift 
store owner, and an executive assistant. 
She managed her own investments 
until the age of 90, was very active 
socially, and volunteered in the church 
and the communities where she lived. 
She particularly enjoyed spending time 
with relatives, playing bridge, reading, 
and international travel. 
The family would like to extend their 
sincere gratitude to the staff at Barn-
swallow Place and Chartwell Elmira 
for the compassionate care they pro-
vided for the last few years of her life, 
and to the many relatives and friends 
who visited her. 
Visiting will take place on Friday, May 
18, 2018 from 3-6 p.m. at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., El-
mira. Funeral mass will be celebrated 
on Saturday, May 19, 2018 at 2 p.m., at 
St. Teresa RC Church, 19 Flamingo Dr., 
Elmira, with interment in St. Teresa’s 
RC Cemetery, RR 1, Elmira. Reception 
to follow at the Elmira Golf Club, 40 
Eldale Rd., Elmira. In Mary’s memory, 
donations to Community Care Con-
cepts (Meals on Wheels) would be ap-
preciated as expressions of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Baker, June Caroline 
(neé Fitzsimmons) 

Peacefully passed away on Tuesday, 
May 15, 2018 at Grand River Hospital, 
at the age of 70 years. June is survived 
by her sisters Carol and Patricia, 
brother Robert, two daughters, 
grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. 
Predeceased by her husband Edward 
Baker, parents Leon and Sarah (Lewis) 
Fitzsimmons, sisters Margaret and 
Leona, and brother Leonard. At June’s 
request cremation has taken place. 
There will be no funeral home visita-
tion or funeral service. A celebration 
of June’s life will be held privately 
with her family. A special thank you to 
her sister-in-law Shirley Johnson and 
niece Melody Rice for all their compas-
sion and care shown to June. Arrange-
ments entrusted to the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com
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HAPPY “90TH” BIRTHDAY  
“HAROLD GEISEL” 

Join us to celebrate this milestone with cake, coffee and conversation 
Sunday May 27th, 2018 • St. Jacob’s Meadows Clubhouse • 29 Water St., 1:30-4:00 pm

“A dad so fair,  
None can compare  

The love of Jesus  
He doth wear.”

  
Karen Geisel-Horn 

May 25th, 2018

A wife, 3 daughters, six grandchildren, six great-grandchildren, 
another to arrive this year and more prayed for to come –“We are blessed”

HARTUNG, DONALD “DON”-  
Peacefully passed away on 

Thursday, May 10, 2018, at 

Louise Marshall Hospital, 

Mount Forest, at the age of 

88 years.

HOLMES, PATRICIA -  Passed 

away peacefully, sur-

rounded with the love of 

her family, at Barnswallow 

Place, Elmira on Monday, 

May 14, 2018 at the age of 81.

MCKENNA, ILEEN - Leonora 

May Passed away peace-

fully at Barnswallow Place, 

Elmira on Tuesday, May 8, 

2018 at the age of 89.

Who doesn’t love 
a birthday?

Surprise your loved ones with a 
notice in The Observer.

CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104  
or email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com

MAKE YOUR OWN 

HEADLINES  
IN THE COMMUNITY.

THE OBSERVER FAMILY 
ALBUM IS HERE TO SHARE 

YOUR FAMILY NEWS. #1 NEWS SOURCE
IN THE REGION
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LIVING HERE
VOLUNTEERISM / LEADERSHIP ROLES

PLANTING SEASON HAS 
BEGUN. The promise of as-
paragus and rhubarb is just 
the beginning of a familiar 
scene in the kitchen: the 
ting of jar lids boiling water 
and lots of local organic 
produce. 

Planning is a big part of 
catering, and having the 
right people to work with 
is key. The Sustainable 
Market  is our supplier for 
organic apples, sprouts, 
sweet potatoes and any-
thing we need during the 
year for juicing or specialty 
catering. We use their 
produce for preserving, 
as well. If you are going to 
spend time making and 
preserving it better be the 
best for your body.

Consider a lifestyle 
including a LOFT (Local 
Organic Food Team) box or 
delivery once a week from 
Sustainable Market. Deli-
cious fresh produce from 
a local farmer. They even 
carry body-care products, 
organic pantry items and 
meats from Edwards Meat 
Market. The link for the 
website is loftbox.ca. LOFT 

Going 
green and 
local as 
planting 
season 
starts

CHEF’S TABLE | 31

VERONICA REINER

SCOUTING | 31

THE 1ST ELMIRA SCOUTS 
have a history that 
reaches back more than 
a century. For about half 
of it, Brian Soehner has 
been involved, but now 
he’s stepping back due to 
health reasons.

Soehner has spent the 
past decade as commis-
sioner of the group, a role 
in which he is now being 
joined by Phillippe Ber-
trand, himself a longtime 
Scouting volunteer.

The 1st Elmira Scouts 
were established in 1912 
to provide adventures 
and leadership skills to 
young people ages 5 to 25. 
Members are divided into 
five sections based on age: 
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, 
Venturers and Rovers. 
Soehner has been very 
much involved in how 
the Elmira group evolved 
over the latter half of its 
history.

“Brian’s amazing,” 
said Phillippe Bertrand, 
who is filling Soehner’s 
role as co-commissioner. 
“There’s very little Brian 
hasn’t done or seen. He’s 
having challenges, per-
sonal challenges and I 
thought that somebody 
needed to step up and 
help him out.”

Bertrand has been 
working with Elmira 
Scouting for 13 years. He 
was working as a secre-
tary before taking on the 
role as co-commissioner, 
although he has taken on 

With Brian Soehner stepping back, Phillippe Bertrand is the group’s new co-commissioner 

many positions through-
out the years.

“I started off for three 
years as a Beaver leader,” 
he said. “I’ve done seven 
years in Cubs. And this is 
my fourth year with the 
Scout troop. Somewhere, 
year three or four or so, 
I joined the group as a 
secretary. A year or two 
after that, I worked as a 
recognition officer as well 
to make sure members 
were getting recognized 
for their contributions. 

As my experience with 
the group and years of 
service on the committee 
progressed, people were 
coming more and more 
to me, when Brian wasn’t 
available, to ask me ques-
tions. So it’s been kind of 
a gradual transition as the 
co-commissioner.”

Soehner and Bertrand 
have been working closely 
together for more than a 
decade. Soehner is confi-
dent in Bertrand’s ability 
to be a good leader and 

role model for members.
“Phillippe’s been help-

ing for more than 10 
years,” Soehner said. “He 
will do an outstanding 
job. He’s in the same po-
sition that I was in. He’s 
a Scout leader and he’s 
about to be commissioner 
as well. He’s very good at 
it, ... very understanding 
of what needs to be done. 
The kids really seem to 
enjoy working with him.”

After such a lengthy 
career, Soehner has seen 

changes to the group 
along with the challenges 
that come with it.

“One of the biggest 
challenges has been mak-
ing sure that youth know 
about our program,” he 
said. “We don’t get much 
in the paper anymore. 
We used to get something 
every week. That’s one of 
the biggest challenges is 
being recognized in the 
community for what we 

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

Phillippe Bertrand, seen here at the 1st Elmira Scouts’ facility on Oriole Parkway, will be stepping up to share the role as co-commissioner.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Something of a changing of the 
guard at 1st Elmira Scouts

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

Before you hit the road for your annual camp 
out with friends make sure your vehicle is 
ready. Book in your vehicle for a maintenance 
check up today, to assure that you will get 
there in time for the fun.
-Andrew Martin
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

1440 King St. N, Bldg. 3, St. Jacobs 
519-664-3737 | www.stjacobsmodelrailway.com

Hours: SAT 10AM to 5PM, SUN 12 Noon to 5PM
SPECIAL: Open Victoria Day, Mon. May 21 – 10AM to 5PM

One of North America’s BEST model railways

St. Jacobs & AberfoyleSt. Jacobs & Aberfoyle
MODEL RAILWAY

MAY 17

FISH FRY DINNER WITH the St. Jacobs Lions Club at 
Lions Hall, St. Jacobs. 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Adults $17, 
Child (6 to 12) $10, child (5 & under) free. Purchase 
tickets in advance by calling Tracey 519-568-7766 
(evenings) or email fishfry@stjacobslions.org.

MAY 27

LIONS FOUNDATION WALK FOR Dog Guides. 
Registration at 8:30 a.m., walk at 9 a.m. New location 
at Pet Valu Store, Elmira. All proceeds to help fund 
the Dog Guide program.

MAY 29

LEARN ABOUT DEMENTIA, ADAPTING to changes in 
the brain, & living well with dementia on from 10 
a.m. to noon at Woolwich Community Health Centre, 
St. Jacobs. Presented by the Alzheimer Society.

JUNE 2

BIKE TUNE-UP AND BBQ at Elmira Mennonite Church 
from 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Join us for a free, family 
friendly bike tune-up and BBQ. Check out the bike 
rodeo and other activities teaching handling and 
safety. Resourced by Cycling into the Future.

JUNE 18

ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society Speaker. 
Dan Cooper, “Gardening From A Hammock” (How To 
Create A Low-Maintenance Garden) at Trinity United 
Church from 7:30 p.m. - 9 p.m. Members free; non-
members $2. New members welcome.

JUNE 19

TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE Presbyterian Church  
from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Cold Ham, salads, bread, 
dessert, beverage; $12.

JUNE 20

YOUNG AT HEART SUMMER Picnic. Please join us for 
an outdoor picnic at the Optimist Pavilion outside the 
St. Clements Community Centre from noon - 4 p.m. 
Music, games and pulled pork for lunch!! No charge 
but you must register at 519-664-1900 by June 11.

JUNE 23

TASTE OF WOOLWICH FROM 8 a.m. -1 p.m. at the Elmira 
Farmers’ Market (behind township hall). Meet your 
community food producers, gardening & cooking 
demos, learn about dairy farming, then & now, 
children’s activities, live animals, pop-up playground 
and Mootilda the Cow For more information visit 
www.healthywoolwich.org.

REACH
OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:15 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Pastor Fanoise Legesse

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

Seeing What’s Right 
in God’s Eyes

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Gary Goodkey

Sunday, May 20th

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am
Pentecost - 
God shows 
no partiality
Fred Lichti Preaching

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

Nothing’s 
more local 
than local 
events!

Your source for 
what’s happening 
in your community.

Let us know 
what you’re 
planning and 
we’ll help get 
the word out.
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•RAY FREDERICK 
•COLIN KROPF 
•JEFF JOHNSON

 All sale prices exclude 
H.S.T, and License Fee. 
Fixed rates, based on 

bi-weekly payments O.A.C. 
Finance rates are only good 

for date of publication.

Need
A New

Vehicle?
Visit us
today!

Call one of
our sales reps

today!

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2017 DODGE DURANGO GT AWD
Previous Chrysler company car-employee lease. Well 
equipped GT model with all-wheel-drive, dual DVD 
video, Navigation, leather interior, power sunroof, 
back-up camera, and more. Finished in dark brown. Only 
24,900 kilometers. $39,995.

269
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2016 RAM 1500 LIMITED CREW 4X4
3.0 litre EcoDiesel engine with only 64,500 kms. Comes with 
manufacturers Gold Plan ext. warranty. Top-of-line Limited 
model and loaded with features incl. premium leather seating, 
4-corner air suspension, navigation, pwr sunroof, heated 
front and 2nd row seats & more. Finished in black. $46,995.

317
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE SRT 4X4
Awesome performance from a 6.4 liter V8 engine with 
475 horsepower. Well equipped with Navigation, 
panoramic sunroof, heated seats, power liftgate, 
remote start, back-up camera and much more. Finished 
in black. Only 84,800 kilometers. $53,995.

414
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2017 DODGE CHARGER RALLYE
Awesome looking Rallye package with 20 inch Granite crystal 
aluminum wheels, Navigation, sunroof, heated seats, Beats 
premium audio,blind spot and cross path detection,backup 
camera,8.4 inch media center and much more. Previous daily 
rental. Finished in brilliant black. Only 21,700 kilometers. $31,995.

216
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

168
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2016 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
7 passenger seating, all-wheel drive, V6 engine, leather 
interior, heated seats, remote start, 19 inch wheel package 
and more. Previous daily rental. Has only 51,100 kilometers. 
Finished in billet silver metallic. $24,995.

233
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2012 JEEP WRANGLER
UNLIMITED SAHARA 4X4

Sahara model with dual top group, Uconnect with Bluetooth 
connectivity, heated cloth seats, body colour hardtop, 
remote start and more. 145,600 kilometers. Finished 
in black. $25,995.

203
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2017 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN BLACKTOP
Blacktop appearance package with power liftgate, power 
sliding side doors, Navigation, overhead DVD video, backup 
camera, rear air, Uconnect hands-free and more. Previous 
daily rental. Finished in billet silver metallic. Only 11,800 
kilometers. $29,995.

2016 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN SE
Low kilometer trade-in,bought from us new. 7 passenger 
seating with 2nd row bench seat and 3rd row stow-n-go seat.
Has air conditioning,power windows/locks/mirrors,cruise 
control and more. Finished in Granite. Only 43,700 
kilometers. $18,995.

129
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

Discerning shoppers had their pick last weekend at the Heidelberg town-wide community garage sale on Saturday. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

OUT & ABOUT – HEIDELBERG COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE
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ACROSS
1. No longer is
4. Make defective
8. Copy
12. Imperial fighter
15. Paul’s hirsute partner
16. Spoken in Pakistan
17. Puts in order. Again.
19. Kilt wearer
21. Block
22. Hawaiian dish
23. Noah’s disembarkment
25. Ignored by Narcissus
26. Intravenous line
27. Sun in Rome
28. Discouraging words
30. Connections
31. Cap attachment
34. Celebratory poem
36. Mushroom caps
38. Medieval mercenary
41. Picture room
42. “___ the season”
43. Exceedingly
44. Spiral instructions
45. Back talk
47. Grassland
48. What is it good for? 

Absolutely nothing.
50. Thinking of the island
54. Why is it always out of 

focus on page one?
56. Solar energy
59. “The Matrix” hero
60. Directions from space
63. Keep it hot, keep it cool
65. Mournful poem
66. ___ Wednesday
67. Holy water storage
68. For bankers, basketball, 

lawyers and booksellers
69. Boozehound
71. Still the empire of 

broken dreams
74. Astern
75. Middle Eastern ethnic 

group member
77. Lives in Salt Lake City
79. High school class, for 

short
81. Came to a hill of beans
83. Songbird of the heavens
86. Programmer in LISP
87. ___ gin fizz
88. Moray, for example
89. Charlotte-to-Raleigh 

direction

90. Second letter
91. Cravings
92. Hairdresser expiration. 

“To curl up and...”

DOWN
1. Mud dauber, e.g.
2. Curving trajectory
3. Hold the printer!
4. Informal concert
5. Branch
6. Plato’s realm
7. Saki’s real name
9. Suave and courteous
10. Annoying sauce
11. “C’___ la vie!”
12. Small barrel cheese
13. Even more need to 

scratch
14. Baltic nation
18. Profitable rock
20. Linen fabric
21. Not NOR
24. Succulents
29. Bridge space and time
31. New newts
32. Expressive melody
33. If a dog salivates, he is 

forced to ring a bell

35. Drift off
37. Islamic leader
39. Born, in bios
40. Makes boats
41. Info disc
46. Vocalized
49. As in foil, craft, head
51. Bereft of schooling
52. Of quantum, faith, ballet
53. Gobs
55. They are closely joined
57. “That’s the way__ ___, 

__ ___ I like it.”
58. Remarkables
60. Scurvy grass
61. Globular protein
62. British drink flower
64. Balkan capital
66. Bear witness
70. Beyond the fringe
72. Flip, in a way
73. Bracelet site
76. A smaller copy
78. Toward
80. “Cast Away” setting
82. Canadian power brokers
84. Hither and that
85. Cay

Success doesn’t always follow a bell-curve, as it can be just a matter of luck

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. A small number of 
people typically garner 
a large fraction of the 
success (income, wealth, 
celebrity, power) in so-
ciety, sometimes called 
the “80/20 principle” 
or Pareto’s Law. On the 
other hand, the distri-
bution of talent (skill, 
intelligence, creativ-
ity, tenacity) generally 
follows a bell-shaped 
curve. If success is due 
to talent, as commonly 
assumed, then why isn’t 
the distribution of suc-
cess also bell-shaped?
A. The mysterious hidden 
factor may be simple luck, 
argues psychologist Scott 

Barry Kaufman on the 
Scientifi c American Blog 
Network. “I have spent 
my entire career studying 
the psychological char-
acteristics that predict 
achievement and creativ-
ity. While I have found 
that traits such as passion, 
perseverance, intellectual 
curiosity and openness to 
experience do signifi cantly 
explain diff erences in suc-
cess, I am often intrigued 
by just how much of the 
variance is often left unex-
plained.” From recent so-
cial science studies come 
these fi ndings:

(1) People with easy-
to-pronounce names are 
judged more positively 
than those with difficult-
to-pronounce names.

(2) The display of middle 
initials increases positive 

evaluations of people’s in-
telligence.

(3) Academicians with 
last names earlier in the 
alphabet are more likely to 
receive tenure at leading 
universities.

Based on a recent com-
puter simulation study of 
the interaction between 
talent and luck, Kaufman 
concludes that, surpris-
ingly, “The most talented 
individuals were rarely the 
most successful. Generally, 
the most successful agents 
tended to be those who 
were only slightly above 
average in talent but with a 
lot of luck in their lives.”
Q. What’s the secret to 
people with a photo-
graphic memory?
A. No secret at all, 
because they don’t re-
ally have a photographic 

memory, reports “How It 
Works: Book of Amazing 
Science.” Although many 
people claim its posses-
sion, no case has ever 
been confi rmed of anyone 
remembering anything 
in perfect detail. “Some 
people are able to hold an 
image in their mind for a 
short time after it has been 
taken away, a phenomenon 
known as eidetic memory, 
but the picture is not as 
perfect as a photograph.”
Q. English is a living lan-
guage, adding new words 
for new ideas, inven-
tions and concepts. Here 
are four coined words 
with the year of their 
fi rst use: “boondoggle” 
(1929), “droog” (1962), 
“frumious” (1871) and 
“hotsy-totsy” (1920s). Do 
you know their mean-
ings and their coiners?

A. We’re all too familiar 
with “boondoggle,” “a 
pointless project funded 
as a political favor,” but 
another definition reveals 
the coiner: it’s also “a 
braided cord, made of 
plastic strips, fabric, 
etc,” coined by scout-
master Robert H. Link, 
writes Anu Garg on his 
“A.Word.A.Day” website. 
The more common mean-
ing is traced to a 1935 
New York Times article 
quoting someone critical 
of a New Deal program, 
saying to train the jobless 
to make handicrafts was 
a “boondoggle.” And for 
“droog,” you can credit 
Anthony Burgess, who in 
his novel “A Clockwork 
Orange” used it to refer to 
“a member of a gang,” “a 

henchman,” from Russian 
“drug” (friend).

Next, blending “fum-
ing” and “furious,” Lewis 
Carroll created “frumious” 
for the poem “Jabber-
wocky” (from the book 
“Through the Looking 
Glass”). Did you guess 
it relates to being very 
angry? Finally, from the 
man who gave us “heebie-
jeebies” (a minor fright) 
comes “hotsy-totsy,” 
meaning “just right”; or 
“pretentious.” The coiner 
is cartoonist Billy De-
Beck, famed for his comic 
strip “Barney Google and 
Snuffy Smith.”

SUBMIT PHOTOS ONLINE: www.ObserverXtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroadSUBMIT PHOTOS ONLINE: www.ObserverXtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroad

ATTENTION:

WORLD TRAVELLERS
Bring your Observer,

snap a pic with it when 
on vacation, send to 
the Observer and get

published in a future edition.

Bring your Observer,
snap a pic with it when 

on vacation, send to 
the Observer and get

published in a future edition.
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SCOUTING: Taking on a leadership role

FROM | 27

do.”
The main point Soehner 

wanted to make known is 
that the Scouting program 
teaches valuable skills to 
its members.

“The public should 
know the opportunities 
that Elmira Scouting pro-
vides children,” he said. 
“Most of the Venturers 
have their scuba div-
ing licenses and first aid 

training. It teaches them 
survival in the outdoors. 
Those who come out of 
the program learn a lot 
more about life skills.”

“A lot of our leaders, 
myself included, take 
personal ownership in 
the program,” added Ber-
trand. “We all truly care 
about the program.”

Bertrand has also no-
ticed changes over the 
years.

“It’s not focused on 
their badges like they 
were when I was a kid,” 
he said. “It’s really 
adventure-focused and 
youth-led. We’ve done ev-
erything from climbing to 
archery, canoeing, hikes, 
cookouts, everything you 
can imagine.”

Anyone interested in 
more information about the 
1st Elmira Scouts can go to 
www.elmirascouting.com.

2 cups of arugula or baby 
greens

1 cup baby kale  

1/2 cup raw asparagus, 
shaved with a peeler into 
strips or blanched  and cooled 
if you prefer

2 oz of Asiago, shaved with 
peeler into petals 

10 Elmira’s Own cherry 
tomato cut in half 

2 Tbsp. cold-pressed olive oil 

1-1/2 Tbsp. balsamic vinegar

Pepper and salt to taste

Place arugula, baby kale, 
asparagus, cherry tomato 

boxes begin arriving in our 
store June 12 and ends in 
November. You can order 
from www.sustainable-
market.ca all year long.  If 
you can’t grow your own, 
this is a great alternative.

Happy Cooking!

Arugula, 
Shaved 
Asparagus 
and Asiago 
Salad

CHEF’S TABLE: Plant today, greens tomorrow

in a bowl, drizzle olive 
oil and balsamic over the 
greens, season with salt 
and pepper. 

Toss the salad together. 
Garnish with Asiago petals.   
This salad is fantastic 

with grilled steak or chick-
en as a side. 

FROM | 27

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

Open Mon. to Fri. 9am to 7pm 
Sat. 9am to 6pm • Closed Sundays519.846.2972

Lorne & Wilma Bauman

RR#1 West Montrose, 
6158 Weisenberg Rd.

We also carry:
mulches, soils, shrubs, trees, 

many assorted annuals, roses, 
perennials & a variety of 

garden supplies.

PASSION FLOWER • PALM TREES • 
HIBISCUS • BOUGAINVILLEA • MANDEVILLA 

• FUSCHIA TREES • TOPIARY & MORE!
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BASKET
STUFFERS

$250
/pot

CEDAR
MULCH

REGULAR $500
3cu.ft. bag

9 or more $4.50/bag Also available in Black or Red

OPEN
Holiday
Monday!

9am to 7pm

PASSION FLOWER • PALM TREES • OPEN
Holiday

$125
4pk

$1400
flatOR

ANNUALS Petunias, Marigolds,
Impatiens & More

$1650
each

$1100
5 or more

each
OR

3FT EMERALD CEDARS

Garden Centre Sales
Selected 10” 

Hanging Baskets

$1299

12” 

Hanging Baskets

$1999

Cell Pack - Flat of 48

Annuals $1299

Cell Pack - Flat of 48

Vegetables
$1299

$1.29 each
/ 4 Cell PackEach

1 Gallon

Perennials
$799

315 Arthur St., S., ELMIRA

519-669-5403

Locally Owned 
& Operated by
Doug & 
Mary Lou Pagett

Good selection of 
shrubs, planters, 
soils and mulches.

$249

OPEN UNTIL
MIDNIGHT

4” 

Annuals, Perennials
or Vegetables

The
Garden
Centre
is Now 
Open!

Brian Soehner has more than 50 years of Scouting experience, including serving as commissioner for the past decade, a role he’ll now be 
sharing.  [VERONICA REINER/ THE OBSERVER]
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

IN STOCK

AC4 - 5MM 
CLICK VINYL

$177
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

from
per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

    4 
DAYS 
ONLY!

HUGE VINYL SALE!

THURSDAY 9-9
FRIDAY 9-9

SATURDAY 9-6
SUNDAY10-5

IN STOCK

ULTRA MODERN 
CLICK VINYL TILE

$297
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

12”X
24”

IN STOCK

WIDE BOARD
BARNBOARD LOOK

$197
REG 4.29REG 4.29REG 4.29REG 4.29REG 4.29REG 4.29

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

NEW 
ITEM!

t
IN STOCK

RIGID CORE
VINYL PLANKS

$297
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

PAD 
ATTACHED

IN STOCK

5MM THICK 
LOOSE LAY

$297
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

EASY
INSTALL

IN STOCK

RIGID CORE 
VINYL PLANKS

$247
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

NEW 
ARRIVAL

IN STOCK

CLICK VINYL
WALNUT STAIN

$187
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

NEW
ITEM!

IN STOCK

12x24 CLICK 
VINYL TILES

$177
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

6.3MM 
THICK!

5MM 
THICK!

The 2018 Subaru Impreza is engineered on the new Subaru 
Global Platform to deliver more agile and responsive 
handling. Add in standard Symmetrical Full-Time All-Wheel 
Drive, and fun isn’t just around the corner. Fun IS the corner. 

Open up
 to Spring.

*MSRP of $19,995/22,795 on 2018 Impreza 4-dr Convenience Pkg MT (JF1CP)/2018 Impreza 5-dr Convenience Pkg MT (JG1CP). **Lease rate of (0.5%)/(0.5%) for (36/36) months. Lease Rate of 0.5% includes additional Dealer rate reductions not advertised on Subaru.ca. ††Lease 
payments of ($98/$108) bi-weekly with ($4,136/$4,293) down payment. Total of 78 bi-weekly lease payments required during the lease term. Purchase option of ($10,529/$12,426) with ($4,610/$4,777) due on signing. Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus charges for Freight/PDI 
($1,625) Air Conditioning Charge ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($16.50), OMVIC Fee ($10), Dealer Admin ($249). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown: 2018 Impreza 4-dr Sport-Tech Tech-
Pkg AT (JF2STE) with an MSRP of $30,095/2018 Impreza 5-dr Sport-Tech Tech-Pkg AT (JG2STE) with an MSRP of $30,995.  Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km/year for 36 months, with excess charged at $0.10/km. 
Other Leasing and financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI; down payment or equivalent trade-in m ay be required. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Offers available until May 31, 2018. See 
your local Subaru dealer for complete program details. †Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods.

†

0.5%**$108††

5-DOOR WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $24,796*

LEASE BI-WEEKLY FOR

FOR 36 MONTHS. 78 PAYMENTS REQUIRED.

AT
APR 0.5%**$98††

4-DOOR WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $21,996*

LEASE BI-WEEKLY FOR

FOR 36 MONTHS. 78 PAYMENTS REQUIRED.

AT
APR

26 Manitou Drive, Kitchener, ON  
Tel: (519) 894-2050  |  www.geminimotors.com

TAKING FLIGHT IN BRESLAU

About 250 girls took flight on Saturday at the annual Girls Can Fly event at the Waterloo Wellington Flight Centre in Breslau. The educational 
event was held to teach girls about the diverse careers in the aviation field and encourages them to join. As part of the event, free flights 
were offered to participants. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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