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LOOKING TO BOOST FLAGGING ridership 
levels of GRT route 21, Kiwanis Transit is 
proposing to launch a feeder service that 
will link riders to the line connecting the 
township to the transit hub in Waterloo.

THE SAFEST BET FOR a Tory seat in the 
region is no longer so safe, as the latest 
poll numbers have the race in Kitchener-
Conestoga too close to call. The difference 
between PC candidate Mike Harris and 
the NDP’s Kelly Dick is less than three per-
centage points.

That’s similar to the tight race in the 
Kitchener South and Cambridge ridings. 
The NDP lead in Kitchener Centre and are 
expected to retain their current seat in Wa-
terloo, according to analyses done by the 
Laurier Institute for the Study of Public 
Opinion and Policy (LISPOP). 

The upsurge in NDP support is indica-
tive of a province-wide trend that has seen 
the Progressive Conservatives start to 
wane, says Barry Kay, a political science 
professor at Wilfrid Laurier University. 

Well ahead in the polls for months, the 
Progressive Conservatives have been los-
ing ground in the wake of Patrick Brown 
being forced out as leader and replaced by 
a divisive Doug Ford. NDP leader Andrea 
Horwath has been the recipient of much of 
the opposition vote against the massively 
unpopular Liberal government. 

Had the Tories gone with Christine El-
liott as the choice of new leader, the party 

Kitchener-
Conestoga now 
a tight race between 
Tories and NDP

ELECTION / ONTARIO VOTES

Riding too close to call prior 
to June 7 election

STEVE KANNON

ELECTION | 28

TRANSPORTATION / NEW OPTIONS

Elmira shuttle service would provide 
link to GRT route 21 in pilot project
Kiwanis Transit proposes 
three-month trial for 
small bus that would loop 
through town in bid to 
increase ridership

STEVE KANNON

WOOLWICH FIREFIGHTERS HONOURED FOR SERVICE

Long-service awards for years of service were given out to Woolwich firefighters at a ceremony Tuesday night in Woolwich council chambers. From left, Greg Martin (20 years), Geoff Kelly (20 years), Dennis Aldous 
(20 years), Marv Diefenbacher (20 years), Mark Weber (35 years), Rick Schlupp (30 year) and Tom Snyder (30 years).  [STEVE KANNON / THE OBSERVER]

A small bus will circle Elmira at peak 
times during the day, dropping off pas-
sengers at a Grand River Transit bus stop 
where they can board the main bus. A 
three-month pilot project was approved 

GRT ROUTE 21 | 28



2 | NEWS THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, MAY 31, 2018

    Comes with
     90 days
   service
warranty

    Comes with
     90 days
   service
warranty

$99 
STARTING AT

AND UP
29A Church St. W., Elmira | 519-210-3030 | www.perfectpitchhearing.com

Refurbished Hearing Aids
NOW AVAILABLE

Refurbished Hearing Aids
NOW AVAILABLE

Based on available
quantities

Client: Elections Ontario Bleed: None Colours: Black Acct Mgr: Roshel K, Hanna C Producer: David E Creative:

Production:

Proofreading:

Account:

Client:

Prepress:

Inks: 

 Black

Fonts: 

Akkurat (Regular, Bold, Italic; 
OpenType, Type 1) 
Gotham Rounded (Medium; 
OpenType)

Placed Images:

EO_logo_final_K.eps

Sign Offs:

Trim: 5.063” x 6.25” Start Date: 5-2-2018 10:28 AM Crea Dir: - Studio: Kim C

Live: 4.438” x 5.625” Rev Date: 5-15-2018 12:21 PM Art Dir: - Proofreader: Jessica F

File built at: 100% 1” = 1” Print Scale: None Writer: -

Docket #: B2021-000895-09

Publication: Bruce Peninsula Press 

Comments: Ad 4 

Ad #: EO_N0895-09_EN_J4 File Location: Share1:client_work:ELECTIONS O...Ad 4 ENG/FR:EO_N0895-09_EN_J4.indd

Leo Burnett, 175 Bloor Street East, North Tower, 12th Floor, Toronto, ON  M4W 3R9  416.925.5997

PR
E

PR
E

S
S

Studio #: B2021-000507-08 

Project: General Election 2018 

For more information, visit elections.on.ca, email us at info@elections.on.ca  
or call 1.888.668.8683 (TTY: 1.888.292.2312). 
Disponible en français

Election Day  
is Coming.
Election Day is June 7, 2018. 
Polls are open from 9:00 A.M. to 9:00 P.M. ET /  
8:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M. CT. 

To vote in this election, you must be:
• 18 years of age or older on June 7, 2018; and
• a Canadian citizen; and
• a resident of Ontario.

To find out where you vote, visit elections.on.ca, check your 
Voter Information Card or call us at 1.888.668.8683  
(TTY: 1.888.292.2312).

Each voting location will have magnifiers, Braille ballot 
templates and other tools to help you vote. 

Don’t forget to bring your ID and Voter  
Information Card when you go to vote.

T:5.063”

T:6.25”

WATERLOO REGION’S 
DECADES-OUT PLAN for 
improving growing traffic 
congestion between Elmira 
and points south doesn’t 
jibe with Woolwich’s own 
concerns.

In adopting a new trans-
portation master plan, the 
region sees the widening of 
Reg. Rd. 85/Arthur Street 
occurring over the next 15 
to 25 years, while a bypass 
route around downtown El-
mira is earmarked beyond 
the 2018-2041 timeline of 

Woolwich wants quicker action on road improvements
As region drafts new transportation master plan, widening of Reg. Rd. 85 and Elmira bypass route could be decades out

LOCAL ROADWAYS / MASTER PLANNING

STEVE KANNON the new planning docu-
ment. 

Woolwich wants to see 
the timelines moved up, 
while the region is hoping 
intersection improvements 
at the St. Jacobs round-
about and, perhaps, at 
Arthur Street and Listowel 
Road will ease some of the 
traffic woes in the mean-
time.

A more lasting solution 
to traffic on Reg. Rd. 85 
would see the route ex-
panded to four lanes for 
the entire way from Hwy. 
85 to Elmira, but that’s not 

likely for at least a couple 
of decades. The new master 
plan has the southern por-
tion – from Waterloo to St. 
Jacobs – on the radar in the 
2018-2031 timeframe, with 
the other half in the follow-
ing 10-year span. 

Logistics, environmental 
studies and finances are all 
at play in the timelines.

One of the biggest 
hurdles would be twinning 
of the bridge south of St. 
Jacobs, noted the region’s 
transportation director, 
Steve van De Keere, who 
provided an update on the 

master plan to Woolwich 
council earlier this month.

Initial planning work, 
including an environmen-
tal assessment (EA) pro-
cess, for an expansion of 
Reg. Rd. 85 are likely to get 
underway this year or next, 
he noted. An Elmira by-
pass route, while not in the 
queue before 2041, will see 
an EA get underway within 
the next three years.

“We’ve looked at the 
timing for road widenings, 
based on volumes,” he said.

Overall, the region’s 
focus on transit, walking 
and cycling will have little 
if any impact on traffic 
congestion in the town-
ship, particularly the route 
between Elmira and Wa-
terloo. 

In the interim, the re-
gion will look at reducing 
traffic bottlenecks at the 
St. Jacobs roundabout by 
extending the right lanes 
in both directions. That 
intersection tends to be the 
weakest link in the flow of 
traffic, van De Keere sug-
gested. 

Extended lanes would be 
particularly helpful with 
slow-moving vehicles such 
as trucks, noted Dan Ken-
naley, Woolwich’s director 
of engineering and plan-
ning. Much longer lanes 
would allow trucks to keep 
to the right, getting up 
to highway speed before 
merging back into single-

lane traffic, for instance.
It’s a stopgap measure 

that was welcomed by 
Woolwich Mayor Sandy 
Shantz, who said this week 
she’s continuing to look 
for answers from regional 
staff. 

Starting an EA process 
that runs three years, for 
example, doesn’t help a 
problem that needs to be 
addressed now, she noted. 

“Waiting three years for a 
solution is not the answer.” 

As for the actual expan-
sion of the Reg. Rd. 85, 
Shantz acknowledges that’s 
years away yet. 

A bypass route is some-
what beyond the pale given 
the timeline beyond 2041.

“At least it’s on paper – 
it’s a start,” she said. “It’s 
something we’ll have to 
continue to push for.”

For his part, van De 
Keere said an Elmira by-
pass is a very long-term 
project. The region will 
have to determine if there’s 
a need and, then, where it 
fits into its list of priorities. 

“A new road takes at least 
10 to 15 years. Even if we 
started today on the by-
pass, the earliest we could 
get it done is probably 15 
years,” he said, citing the 
example of the extension 
of River Road in Kitchener, 
where planning has been 
underway since 2003 and 
there’s still no construction 
underway. “It gives you a 

bit of a comparison.”
While somewhat molli-

fied by the region’s prom-
ise to start the EA process 
within three years, Ken-
naley said the bypass route 
is a priority for Woolwich.

“A case can be made that 
the bypass is needed now, 
not in 2041-plus.”

With that in mind, the 
township has begun map-
ping out its own alternative 
route in conjunction with 
longer-term development 
of an industrial subdivision 
on the east is of Elmira. 
In redrawing the town’s 
boundary lines, local plan-
ners have set the stage for 
road that would run from 
south to north parallel to 
Arthur Street but bypassing 
the core.

“We’ve started the pro-
cess through boundary ra-
tionalization in Elmira that 
will see the development of 
a new arterial road,” Ken-
naley explained, adding 
the region should take note 
of the work being done by 
the township. “They’re 
going to have to take into 
account what we’re doing 
in terms of this new arterial 
road.”

Shantz said the region 
should be working with 
Woolwich to ensure an 
optimal configuration of a 
bypass route.

“It just makes sense to 
me to do the full plan,” she 
said.

UP AND COMING CHEF COOKS FOR SENIORS

The Woolwich Seniors Association put on a four-course meal on Monday at the WMC, prepared by visiting chef Nathan Graff-Rowe (bottom 
photos) a student at Stratford Chefs School and winner of the Chopped Canada Teen 2017. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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Making a case for a Libertarian approach to the issues Ontarians face
VERONIC REINER

THIS IS DANIEL BENOY’S 
first crack at running as rep-
resentative for the Libertar-
ian party in the Kitchener-
Conestoga riding, where 
voters join fellow Ontarians 
in going to the polls June 7.

“I didn’t expect there to 
be so much attention,” he 
said of the experience. “I’ve 
been flooded with emails 
and calls. I don’t have a staff 
like the big parties, it’s just 
me.”

He has been living in 
the area since he was eight 
years old, and has been ac-
tive in the community since 

between the more tradition-
al conservative and liberal 
views, we’re socially liberal 
but fiscally conservative.”

He strongly believes in 
reducing the amount of 
regulatory capture. Regula-
tory capture is the larger 
firms or political groups 
financial interests being 
prioritized over the interest 
of the public. 

He also mentioned that 
there needs to be a way to 
make houses more afford-
able, and has proposed solu-
tions for how to make that 
happen.

“So if there’s any land out 
there, perhaps zoning regu-

lations, perhaps it’s some 
other nonsense, if there’s 
something keeping them 
from building, then the 
Libertarians would want to 
remove that as much as pos-
sible, increasing the supply 
of housing,” he explained. 
“And then pushing the price 
down as a result. Although 
people might not be a huge 
fan of this if they own a lot 
of real estate.”

“I have an opinion on 
every issue,” he added. “I 
wouldn’t be a politician if I 
didn’t.”

He firmly believes that 
people have the right to 
freedom of speech, point-

ing to the ordeal faced by 
Wilfrid Laurier University 
teaching assistant Lindsay 
Shepherd as an example.

“We’re very socially lib-
eral so we want people to 
say whatever they please,” 
he said on the issue. “There 
was an issue where it hap-
pened where it seemed that 
the Laurier University was 

intimidating one of their 
teaching assistants because 
she wanted to share an op-
posing opinion. It was basi-
cally just a not-that-offen-
sive, conservative opinions 
of how someone should, 
whether or not someone 
should be compelled to ad-
dress transgender individu-
als using their pronouns 
of choice. I don’t know if I 
necessarily want to weigh in 
how I feel about that issue, 
but I think that university 
people should be able to 
discuss it. That teaching 
assistant was intimidated in 
front of a reprimand com-
mittee,” he said. 

Daniel Benoy

Even Kitchener-Conestoga showing signs of the NDP surge
FAISAL ALI

IF THERE IS ONE theme 
that seems to have domi-
nated the discourse of this 
election, it is change. But a 
change to what, is the over-
riding question. Every can-
didate is seeking an answer, 
and for Kelly Dick, that an-
swer is the Ontario NDP.

Running as the New 
Democrat for Kitchener-
Conestoga, Dick is a native 
of the Westmount/Ottawa 
area of Kitchener with a 
background in labour, re-
tail and community advo-
cacy. She’s been politically 
active for the past eight 

the sale of Hydro One is a 
sore point for many voters, 
notes Dick, and is some-
thing the party is looking to 
redress. The party is look-
ing to reverse the sell-off 
of the public asset entirely, 
returning the province to a 
majority ownership of the 
utility; also on the platform 
is a promise to drop hydro 
prices by 30 per cent.

Healthcare is another 
major concern of voters, 
Dick notes, and the NDP is 
campaigning on a promise 
to end hallway medicine 
and “fix” seniors care.

“We are the only party 
that’s put a platform togeth-

er and presented it to the 
people of Ontario. It’s fully 
costed, you can see exactly 
where the money’s coming 
from, you can see exactly 
where the money’s going to 
go, and you can see exactly 
what programs we are going 
to be moving on,” she says.

Between the finances 
of the Liberal party, 
which Dick describes as 
“sketchy”, and the PC party 
which has yet to finalize 
their own platform since 
Doug Ford took the party 
leadership, Dick says her 
party is represents an alter-
native to the “between bad 
and worse” of the other two 

major parties.
A potential draw back to 

the fiscally conservative is 
the successive deficits that 
the party plans to run, at 
on average $5 billion a year 
for the next five years. 

In the previous election in 
the Kitchener-Conestoga rid-
ing, the NDP claimed  21 per 
cent of the vote, compared 

with the Liberal’s 33 and PC 
party’s 37 per cent. In third 
place, the party has a fair 
amount of ground to cover if 
it hopes to take the long-time 
Conservative riding.

But with the NDP now 
polling at 38 per cent sup-
port provincially (according 
to a CBC poll tracker), ahead 
of the PC’s 37 and Liberal’s 
much lower 20, a changing 
of the guard might very well 
be possible this June.

“People are looking for 
change. They’re looking 
for an alternative, they’re 
looking for something bet-
ter. And we’re offering a 
change for the better.” 

Kelly Dick

then. Currently, he worked 
as a systems architect at 
Descartes Systems Group 
Inc. Other companies he 
has worked for include 
BlackBerry and other IT 
companies in the Waterloo 
area before volunteering as 
a political representative. 

“The core idea is to keep 
government involvement  in 
our life as small as possible,” 
he explained of the concept 
of libertarianism. “So low-
ering taxes, but also being 
very socially liberal. Unin-
volving the government in 
people’s sex lives, banning 
certain substances, that sort 
of thing. It is sort of a blend 

years, assisting on the cam-
paign trails of fellow NDP 
candidates and municipal 
politicians, and is now tak-
ing the helm of her own 
campaign.

“I think the first thing 
I would say is that we are 
at a place right now in 
the political arena in this 
province where we don’t 
have to chose bad or worse 
anymore. There is another 
option and that’s change 
for the better. That’s An-
drea Horwath and the 
NDP,” says Dick of says her 
party’s appeal.

The skyrocketing price of 
hydro in the province and 

Conservative candidate running on a platform of fiscal responsibility
FAISAL ALI

THERE’S BEEN A FAIR 
amount of unusual hap-
penstances surrounding 
the Ontario PC party these 
past months muddying 
the waters. Perhaps not in 
the least is shared name 
between the Kitchener-
Conestoga riding’s candi-
date Mike Harris, and the 
Conservative politician 
that he is hoping to replace, 
Michael Harris, with whom 
he shares no relation.

Rather, candidate Mike 
Harris is the son of the for-
mer Ontario premier Mike 
Harris, and it’s that familial 

the price cost being very 
high, there’s a lot of people 
concerned that they’re not 
going to be able to afford 
some of those luxuries in 
life. And a lot of people are 
just concerned about put-
ting food on their table.”

Of the three major par-
ties, only the PC party are 
promising a swift balanc-
ing of the province’s books, 
though have yet to release 
a firm timeline on when 
that would happen. In the 
immediate term, the party 
has said they plan to con-
tinue running a deficit, but 
the party is still working on 
a platform under its new 

leadership.
“We’re the only party 

that is going to bring fis-
cal management back to 
Queen’s Park. And we’re 
the only party that is go-
ing to put money back into 
your pockets by lowering 
taxes, by lowering hydro 
rates, lowering gas rates, 
scrapping the carbon tax,” 
says Harris.

“There’s no reason for 
companies to be able to pay 
to pollute. There needs to 
be more regulation that’s 
put in place to make sure 
that we’re protecting the 
environment.”

But it is especially the 

cost of electricity and the 
debt being accrued to 
combat that is what drew 
Harris into current poli-
tics, he says. While the PC 
party and Liberal share 
some points in their plan 
to tackle rising costs, there 
are some key differences 
between them.

“There’s a major differ-

ence between what the Lib-
erals have done over the last 
year to, we’ll say artificially 
lower rates by borrowing 
money to pay back into the 
system,” says Harris.

“So we’re going to re-
turn all of the Hydro One 
dividends to customers 
... We’re going to stop the 
practice of burying the 
costs of conservation pro-
grams on hydro bills,” he 
says. “And there’ll be an 
immediate moratorium on 
any new energy contracts, 
so we’re talking green en-
ergy initiatives and those 
types of things, as part of 
the Green Energy Act.”

Mike Harris Jr

connection Harris says 
gives him a certain apti-
tude and experience with 
politics.

“I’ve grown up with poli-
tics in my blood,” says Harris, 
a North Bay native who has 
been living in Waterloo for 
the past five years. “I’ve been 
around the political land-
scape for a very long time.”

“There’s been a big appe-
tite for change at the doors. 
A lot of people are very con-
cerned with the mounting 
debt and how we’re going 
to be able to pay that back. 
And of course the cost of 
living with sky rocketing 
hydro rates, utility rates, 
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Liberal candidate Joe Gowing trying to stem the tides of change
FAISAL ALI

If next week’s trip to 
the polls is, in fact, the 
change election opponents 
of the Liberal party have 
suggested, then Liberal 
candidate for the Kitchen-
er-Conestoga riding Joe 
Gowing has the onerous 
task of defending the status 
quo.

A former trustee on the 
Waterloo Catholic District 
School Board with pro-
fessional experience in 
finance and a mortgage 
specialist, Gowing is hop-
ing to bring his set of skills 
and experiences to Queen’s 

tion. The party’s core phi-
losophy, and the direction 
it is taking to grow Ontario 
is ultimately the best for 
the province, says Gowing, 
drawing a careful delinea-
tion between the mounting 
deficit concerns and dras-
tic cuts.

“Realistically, we have 
the plan. We have the bet-
ter plan to continue to grow 
Ontario, and I know that 
again with my background 
in finance we’re going to 
stick to our plan, but we 
also have a plan to get into 
the black with our debt,” 
he says.

The Liberal’s Fair Hydro 

Plan, which has drawn 
flack from rival political 
parties, and some criti-
cisms from independent 
government watchdogs 
like the Auditor General 
of Ontario and Financial 
Accountability Office, 
was nonetheless the best 
course of action for the 
government to take, argues 
Gowing. Ontarians needed 
relief from the high price of 
electricity.

“As a mortgage specialist, 
when somebody ... comes 
to me with debt problems, 
living paycheque to pay-
cheque [they] have cash 
flow issues,” says Gowing. 

“And realistically that’s 
what everybody in Ontario 
was having. Cash flow is-
sues with the hydro bill. So 
what the government did 
is exactly what any finan-
cial institution would do, 
is they took the debt that 
people had, put it together 
and extended it out”

According to a CBC poll 

tracker, the Liberal party is 
sitting at about 20 per cent 
support, a significant dis-
tance from the PC party’s 
37 per cent and NDP’s 38 
per. Whether those num-
bers reflect the reality is 
not something Gowing 
agrees with, but he does 
admit to a decline in Liber-
al leader Kathleen Wynn’s 
popularity. 

“You’re not mistaken. 
And she actually ... came 
out and publicly stated she 
know people don’t like her. 
She’s sorry for that, doesn’t 
know why, but yes people’s 
opinions of her are not 
positive,” he notes. 

Joe Gowing

Park.
“Basically what I bring in 

is I have the election expe-
rience, I have the political 
experience, I’m going to 
bring in my financial side,” 
says Gowing, a resident 
of Kitchener. “I believe in 
the social services, but we 
also need to be financially 
responsible, and those are 
the two areas that I want to 
bring into the government, 
for sure.”

Stay the course may be 
the message, though Gow-
ing adds that the Liberal 
party will see changes with 
an influx of new and young 
MPPs running in this elec-

Democratic reform, including eliminating parties, a draw for Consensus Ontario
FAISAL ALI

It might seem strange 
to join a political party 
that intends to render all 
political parties obsolete, 
but that is close to what 
Dan Holt is attempting in 
this June’s provincial elec-
tion. Elmira residents will 
recognize Holt for his bid 
for Ward 1 councillor in the 
last municipal election.

Holt has now set his 
sights on Queen’s Park, 
lending his support to new 
and relatively obscure Con-
sensus Ontario party. Holt 
does not expect to win on 
the Consensus ticket, but 
he is keen to champion the 

follow the wishes of their 
constituents, and those that 
don’t can be penalized in 
various ways by their leader. 
It’s a system that often forc-
es elected representatives to 
carry water for their leaders 
even when it goes against 
the demands of local voters.

“It’s interesting, you 
know, I mean you have to 
be a party to be elected. 
And the whole purpose of 
Consensus Ontario is to 
eventually eliminate par-
ties, including Consensus 
Ontario,” says Holt. “The 
idea being that the candi-
date would be independent 
and elected as representa-
tives of their constituency 

and their riding, and not 
beholden to a party or poli-
cies governing a party.”

In that way, the elected 
members of the legislature 
would better resemble 
their counterparts on the 
municipal level in that 
they would not belong to 
any party. It’s one of the 
reasons he says the party 
reached out to him to run 
in the Kitchener-Conestoga 
riding under their banner.

While Holt is not expect-
ing the idea to take off all 
at once, he is still keen for 
voters to come out and sup-
port him in the election.

“Well I’d like for them 
to vote for me, because I’d 

like for the statement to 
be made that they’ve seen 
what Consensus Ontario 
is all about and they’re 
interested and support the 
idea. So I do want them to 
vote for me and I hope I get 
some votes, but realisti-
cally speaking at this point 
the way the parties are so 
entrenched it’s very dif-
ficult to break through that 

barrier and get people to 
the point where they will 
vote for someone other 
than the party.”

On his future plans, 
whether Holt intends to 
stay with Consensus or run 
for Woolwich Township 
council, Holt is unsure.

“I just don’t know,” he 
says. “I mean, yes I think 
the idea [behind Consensus 
Ontario] is good and I sup-
port the idea, and I would 
want to see them grow and 
come to fruition. But I don’t 
know how much I’m going 
to be involved because I 
don’t know what’s going on 
in my personal life three or 
four years from now.”

Dan Holt

reforms and philosophy at 
the core of the party.

“I like the idea of consen-
sus, I like the idea of de-
mocracy and representative 
government, I like the idea 
of not being tied to a party 
boss who’s going to tell you 
what to do,” he explained.

At the centre of the par-
ty’s ideology is the belief 
that locally elected repre-
sentatives should not be 
bound to the directives of 
a political party or leader, 
as is somewhat the case for 
most of the major parties.

As it stands, most MPP’s 
have to vote the way their 
party requires them to vote 
on key issues, rather than 

Bob Jonkman sees Green party as viable option amidst voter dissatisfaction
FAISAL ALI

‘It’s not easy being 
green,’ was the famous 
refrain of a certain amphib-
ian muppet, but Green, 
it seems, might very well 
be what’s called for right 
now. That’s certainly the 
dilemma of the local Green 
party candidate in the 
Kitchener-Conestoga rid-
ing, Bob Jonkman, who 
is offering a fourth option 
out from the current power 
struggle between the big 
three political parties.

Coming in distant 
fourth, the Green party has 
its work cut for it to attract 
a following, but Jonkman 

the past 18 years, Jonkman 
is a computer consultant 
by trade. He is also a co-
chair of Fair Vote Waterloo 
chapter which deals with 
the issue of electoral re-
form.

That “lesser-of-two-
evils” approach (or three 
evils, depending on your 
political leanings) often 
used in politics, while often 
practical, is also something 
Jonkman wants discourage 
in this election. 

“That of course is a di-
rect reflection on the bad 
first-past-the-post system 
that we have today, where 
people feel they can’t vote 
for what they really believe 

in. They end up voting for 
something that they don’t 
like, and then of course 
they’ll get a government 
they don’t like because 
that’s what they voted for.”

But besides the ideologi-
cal reasons are the more 
calculated ones. Thanks to 
a change political financ-
ing legislation in Ontario 
made by the Liberal party, 
every vote towards a po-
litical party can put more 
money in their coffers for 
future electioneering and 
campaigning. Rather than 
rely on big corporate dona-
tions, political parties in 
Ontario will now receive 
taxpayer funding depend-

ing on the number of votes 
they receive.

“As a fallback, I’ll point 
out that Ontario now has 
a per vote subsidy,” says 
Jonkman. “So if they re-
ally wanted to support the 
Green Party, the easiest 
way for them to do it is to 
actually vote Green, which 
will provide some funding 
for the Green Party if they 

do that.”
It’s a compelling enough 

argument for those inter-
ested in supporting the 
Green Party, which is cam-
paigning on an ambitiously 
far-left platform.

Front and centre in its 
platform is a proposal for a 
basic income scheme that 
would essentially provide 
every person in Ontario 
with a guaranteed livable 
income. For the peren-
nial concern of affordable 
housing, the party’s plan 
is to require a fifth of ev-
ery housing development 
in the province devoted 
specifically to affordable 
homes.

Bob Jonkman

believes there are more 
than a few compelling rea-
sons for voters to line up 
behind his party.

“The biggest thing that 
I’ve heard at the door is 
people’s desire to vote stra-
tegically, to either get the 
Liberals out or to keep the 
PCs out,” says Jonkman.

“So I’m not quite sure 
who they’re voting for 
instead. But I’m told sev-
eral times, ‘I’d love to vote 
Green, my alignment is 
Green, I’m a green person 
at heart, but I can’t vote 
for you this time because I 
need to keep the bad guys 
out.’”

An Elmira resident for 

Drive launched for victims of Sunday fire in Wellesley

FIRE | 5

VERONIC REINER

A GoFundMe page for 
residents affected by a fire 
in Wellesley raised more 
$1,400 in just one day. 

The page was created on 
May 27 by Rhonda Tuck-
man of the Wellesley Apple-
jacks. 

The current total is at 
$1,515, with the goal being 
$10,000. It was formed to 

help alleviate some of the fi-
nancial expenses of rebuild-
ing for those affected.

“Our amazing volunteer 
firefighters, and resident 
firefighters from other cen-
tres came and threw them-
selves into doing whatever 
it took to get the job done,” 
said Tuckman in the page 
description. “We live in an 
amazing community, and 
we would like to let these 

residents know just how 
amazing it is.”

A fire tore through a four-
unit complex on Nafziger 
Road on Sunday at 12:30 
p.m., said Wellesley fire 
chief Paul Redman. 

“It was ruled accidental, 
so we don’t know the exact 
cause,” said Redman. “It 
started in a trash receptacle 
outside of the building. So 
we did have some reports 

that there were some ashes 
from a small fire put in 
there. We don’t know if that 
was the actual cause, but 
that is where the location of 
the fire started.”

Members of the commu-
nity did their best to help 
put out the fire, according 
to multiple sources.

“There were some neigh-
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POLICE BLOTTER

M AY  2 3

2:30 PM | A Wellington County 
OPP officer was monitoring traffic 
on County 16 near Side Road 20, 
Township of Centre Wellington. The 
officer observed a male driving a 
vehicle at a speed that appeared 
to be well above the posted 80 
km/h speed limit. The vehicle was 
locked on radar in excess of 130 

Police find plenty to keep them busy over the long weekend, laying thousands of charges in safety blitz
Preliminary data indi-
cates Ontario Provincial 
Police officers were kept 
busy on and off roads dur-
ing the Victoria Day holi-
day weekend, investigating 
four deaths and laying 
thousands of charges to 
address poor driving be-
haviours. 

During Canada Road 
Safety Week (May 15-21), the 
OPP laid more than 10,600 
speeding charges, 175 of 

which were street racing 
charges against motorists 
driving 50 km/h or more 
over the posted speed limit. 
Both were increases over 
the same period of 2017. 

Officers also laid 726 
seat belt charges (up 
nearly 12 per cent), 
424 distracted driving 
charges (a 12 per cent de-
crease from 2017), 124 im-
paired by alcohol or drug 
charges and various other 

June is big deal 
for seniors, rec.

Doubling up, Woolwich councillors 
this week declared June to be both 
Seniors’ Month and Recreation and 
Parks Month in the township.
Seniors’ Month is a province-wide 
initiative to encourage citizens to 
recognize the accomplishment of 

seniors. The recreation nod locally is 
part of a Ontario initiative launched in 
2005 through auspices of a group 
known as June is Recreation & Parks 
Month.  

New culvert on 
Floradale Rd.

A stretch of Floradale Road will be 
closed for the better part of two months 

this summer as Woolwich replaces a 
culvert north of Sandy Hills Drive.

Work is expected to get underway 
July 3, finishing around August 28.

Meeting this week, approved 
spending $739,000 to carry out the 
replacement of the existing concrete 
arch structure, which was built in 1913. 
Steed and Evans will be paid $654,000 
to the construction work, while GM 
BluePlan Engineering will get $73,000 

to administer the project.
The culvert crosses a small creek 

north of Sandy Hills Drive and ap-
proximately 425 metres south of Cedar 
Spring Road.

Glasgow Street 
bridge sidelined

No stranger to structural problems 
and extended closures, the Glasgow 

Street bridge finds itself out of 
commission again.

This time its loose deck boards that are 
the culprit, rendering the bridge unsafe. 

Woolwich’s engineering department 
is currently working to get bids from 
companies willing to carry out the 
repairs. Given the process, it’s likely 
to be late-June at the earliest before 
the structure is re-opened, acting 
manager of engineering Jared Puppe 

told councillors meeting this week.
The single-lane structure, built in 

1886, is already subject to height and 
weight restrictions, and has been a 
growing problem in recent years. In 
the longer term, Woolwich will have 
to make tougher decisions about the 
aging structure, including shutting it 
down completely, restricting it to just 
horse-drawn buggies and pedestrians, 
or replacing it with a new bridge. 

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from June 4th – June 9th

Fresh Lean

$14.99 REG. PRICE
$15.99 ea

Store Made 12x4oz
Beef 

Burgers

Pork
Chops

Ground
Turkey

Store Made
Texas Jalapeno or 
Chorizo Smoked 

Sausages

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb

$5.49

3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590
Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$3.99

Fresh

Striploin 
Steaks

Fresh
Peameal Bacon 

Ends

$2.99 REG. PRICE
$3.49 /lb

Store Made Sliced

REG. PRICE
$4.99 /lb

REG. PRICE
$13.99 /lb$12.99

REG. PRICE
$3.59 /lb

$3.29

12TH ANNUAL
WATERLOO WELLINGTON

,

Murray Brubacher

519-664-2958
Randy Martin

519-589-6800

TUESDAY
JUNE 12

FREE ADMISSION

BEEF
BARN
TOUR

Meet at 11:00 for barn tour and lunch 
at the farm of James Wideman 3005 
Kressler Rd, St. Clements. Includes a 
tour of two more barns in the afternoon.

THANK-YOU TO ALL
OF OUR SPONSORS

traffic-related charges to 
motorists who continue 
to threaten the safety of 
other road users in OPP 
jurisdiction.   

One death occurred on 
a road in the OPP’s West 
Region that remains under 
investigation while officers 
also responded to an off-road 
vehicle (ORV) incident that 
claimed two lives in North 
East Region, and a drowning 
death in Central Region. 

In Wellington County, 
officers were active on 
the roadways. A total of 
300 charges were laid 
against drivers through-
out the campaign: 263 
drivers received speed-
ing charges, three drivers 
were charged with driving 
while impaired by alcohol 
while nine drivers lost 
their vehicle for a week 
as a result of receiving 
a racing charge. Other 

COLLISION CLOSES ROAD NEAR ELMIRA

A collision in Elmira May 24 closed down sections of New Jersualem Road near the intersection of Hidden Acres Lane for several hours. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

infractions included six 
seatbelt charges, five 
careless driving charges, 
four distracted driving 
charges and five fail to 

yield charges. Two drivers 
also received three day 
suspensions for register-
ing a “warn” on a roadside 
alcohol test.

km/h, exceeding the posted speed 
limit by at least 50 km/h. Following 
a traffic stop, a 64-year-old Elora 
man was charged with ‘racing a 
motor vehicle.’. He is scheduled to 
appear in Guelph Provincial Court 
on July 18. His driver’s licence and 
vehicle were seized for a period of 
seven days as per statute. 

M AY  2 7

4:00 PM | Waterloo Regional 
Police received a report that a 
motor vehicle had been stolen 
from Snyder’s Flats. The vehicle 
had been recently purchased by 
the victim for a trip across Canada. 
On May 28, a CTV reporter was 
interviewing the victim when they 
observed the stolen vehicle driving 

along Westmount Road North 
in Waterloo. Waterloo Regional 
Police were contacted and the 
vehicle located in a nearby apart-
ment building lot. A 30-year-old 
Kitchener man was arrested. The 
vehicle has been returned to the 
victim to continue her trip across 
Canada. 
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FIRE: Fundraising effort for residents forced from homes

bours that came across with 
fire extinguishers that tried 
to knock it down when it 
started,” added Redman. 
“Some other ones moved 
barbecues with propane 
tanks on them away from 
the fire. Quite a few people 
tried to help when it first 
started.” 

Firefighters from five sta-
tions responded to the call, 
and spent hours dousing 
the complex. Redman said 
it was handled relatively 

early.
“We had it under control 

probably about 60-80 min-
utes into the fire. It was all 
pretty much done with our 
aerial, and we had Wilmot’s 
aerial truck as well – we had 
two ladder trucks on it. We 
were under control for 90 
minutes, and kept it at the 
roof, so it didn’t spread to 
the rest of the structure.”

No one was hurt, but 
seven residents were forced 
to find a new home. The 
damage from the fire is 
estimated at $500,000 to 

$750,000. Other homes 
in the area suffered from 
water damage, with some 
homeowners reporting up 
to four feet of water in their 
basement.

This should be looked at 
as a crucial lesson in safety, 
said Redman.

“After the investigation, 
we found two of the units 
didn’t have working smoke 
alarms, which is obviously 
something we want to stress 
to people,” he noted. “It was 
very lucky that it happened 
during the day and not at 

night. Obviously it that had 
been the case, it could have 
been a very different out-
come. For safety, if people 
are having fires and dispos-
ing of them, maybe plastic 
garbage bags aren’t a good 
idea.”

The funds will be distrib-
uted on June 30 through 
etransfer. The Canadian 
Red Cross will also assist 
anyone affected by the fire. 
Anyone interested in learn-
ing more or donating can 
visit www.gofundme.com/
wellesley-fire-victims.
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ONTARIANS HEAD TO THE polls next 
Thursday to decide the outcome of a closely-
contested election. None of the parties is a 
clear-cut choice, however.

The Liberal government has been in power for 15 years, 
and Ontarians have clearly had enough – polls indicate the 
party could be reduced to a handful of seats. The real race 
is between the Progressive Conservatives and the NDP. 

It’s no surprise KathleenWynne’s party is down and 
out, but the NDP’s surge is relatively new. The Tories were 
coasting to victory, with the public disdain for the Liberals 
perhaps making Andrea Horwath’s party the official oppo-
sition. All that changed with the ouster of Patrick Brown 
in favour of Doug Ford.

The PCs’ strong numbers carried on in the early going 
of Ford’s leadership, but began to wane, the drop-off pick-
ing up steam in the last couple weeks: the more Ontarians 
are exposed to Ford, the less likely they are to vote for 
him.  

As with recent elections, the party seems ready, willing 
and able to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory once 
again. 

Today, however, seat projections by the Laurier Institute 
for the Study of Public Opinion and Policy (LISPOP) see 
the Conservative in a minority government situation. The 
breakdown puts the PCs with 63 seats, followed by the 
NDP with 54 Liberals with seven.

In Kitchener-Conestoga, Wilfrid Laurier University 
political scientist Barry Kay’s projections have the riding 
leaning Conservative by only a few percentage points. 
Clearly voter turnout – specifically, which party’s support-
ers do the best job of getting out to vote – will play a key 
role. 

That the NDP is seen to have a shot in the riding tells us 
something about how the Liberals have fallen off the map 
and the Tories have messed the bed. The latter is not just 
a reflection of Ford’s divisiveness, but also of his handling 
of the local candidate. First, popular MPP Michael Harris 
was drummed out of caucus on spurious grounds – shades 
of Patrick Brown – and then Mike Harris Jr., the son of the 
former premier and Ford family friend, was parachuted 
in. The combination has not endeared the party to many 
voters who would otherwise have voted for the incumbent 
MPP. 

The shifting poll results are surely a disappointment 
for the PCs, who’ve seen their fortunes fall, in part due 
to Ford’s reputation and missteps and in part due to his 
failure to resonate with voters. As the seat projects show, 
Horwath has some reason for optimism, as the party’s for-
tunes are on the rise despite her lack of name recognition. 
She has the advantage of not being either Wynne or Ford, 
both tainted brands. There’s a chance the NDP could form 
a government for only the second time in Ontario. In the 
event of a minority government, it would hold the balance 
of power.

The poll numbers show Ontarians are fed up with the 
current government, not surprising after 15 years and 
countless examples of mismanagement, fiscal incompe-
tence and outright corruption. We don’t vote for anything 
per se, we vote against incumbents at intervals. It’s how 
we do things, apparently. But we’re really leery of the alter-
natives, especially Ford. And there’s good reason for that: 
the Tories’ campaign consists of attacking Wynne and, 
with the NDP’s rise in the polls, Horwath; there’s very little 
in the way of ideas, solutions or initiatives of their own. 

Little to get 
excited about in 
provincial vote

The summit is on, it’s 
off, it’s sort of on again. It’s 
amateur night every night 
at the White House, and 
the fate of the U.S.-North 
Korean summit scheduled 
for Singapore on June 12 
will be decided by the coin 
Donald Trump flips each 
day: heads three days in a 
row means ‘yes’, tails three 
days in a row and the meet-
ing stays cancelled.

So let’s not waste time 
speculating on the un-
knowable. Let us just as-
sume that the meeting 
between Trump and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un 
actually goes ahead in the 
end. What would be a good 
outcome that stays within 
the bounds of plausibility?

One that avoids a nuclear 
war, obviously, but it’s 
equally obvious that nei-
ther party is going to aban-
don its nuclear weapons. 
The United States, as the 
first country to build nu-
clear bombs and the only 
country ever to use them, 
sees having thousands of 
them as its birthright and 

What a really useful Korean deal would look like
would never consider giv-
ing them up. North Korea’s 
regime has only a few, but 
sees them as the only real 
guarantee of its survival.

But that can’t be entirely 
true, because North Korea 
had already survived for 
57 years before it tested its 
first nuclear explosive de-
vice in 2006. It was another 
dozen years before it built a 
very small but theoretically 
effective force of nuclear-
tipped ballistic missiles 
that could, on a good 
day and with a tail-wind, 
reach the United States. 
Only now has Pyongyang 
achieved nuclear deter-
rence against the U.S. What 
protected it before that?

What served North Korea 
as deterrence until 2017 
was a very big army (twice 
the size of South Korea’s 
army plus the American 
troops stationed in South 
Korea), and the ability to 
destroy Seoul within a day 
or two using only conven-
tional artillery and rockets.

Seoul’s northern suburbs 
are only 50 km from the 
North Korean border, well 
within the range of many 
thousands of North Korean 
artillery pieces, and the 
metropolitan area is home 
to half of South Korea’s 

50 million people. As the 
capital, it also contains 
almost all the government 
ministries and military 
headquarters. Not even 
U.S. nuclear weapons could 
save it from destruction in 
a North-South war.

So forget about both 
sides’ nuclear weapons and 
concentrate on the conven-
tional balance. South Korea 
has twice North Korea’s 
population but only half 
as many soldiers on ac-
tive service, because Seoul 
would rather save money 
and rely on (American-sup-
plied) nuclear deterrence. 
Now that North Korea has 
nukes of its own, it too can 
afford to shrink its army by 
at least half. In fact, it can’t 
really afford not to.

Kim Jong-un would gain 
a lot if the summit actually 
happens. Just by sitting 
down with a U.S. president 
as an equal he would win 
the kind of international le-
gitimacy that always eluded 
his father and grandfather. 
If he also got an American 
promise not to try to over-
throw him and a suspen-
sion of U.S. economic sanc-
tions, his success would be 
complete. But what could 
he offer the U.S. and South 
Korea in return?

Kim has already unilater-
ally suspended both nucle-
ar weapons testing and fur-
ther ballistic missile flight 
tests in order to attract 
Trump to the table, but he 
must come up with some 
other concessions to get 
the rest of what he wants. 
How about a deal that com-
mits him to reduce North 
Korea’s army to the same 
size as South Korea’s, and 
an agreement by both sides 
to move their artillery at 
least 50 km back from the 
inter-Korean border?

That sort of deal would 
save Kim a lot of money 
without exposing him to 
any serious risk: it’s his 
secret police, not the army, 
that keeps his population 
in line. South Korea would 
still have no credible abil-
ity to attack the North, and 
Kim’s own ability to threat-
en Seoul with a “sea of fire” 
would evaporate because 
he would first have to move 
his artillery back to the bor-
der area along roads totally 
exposed to U.S. and South 
Korean air power.

This is what successful 
diplomatic deals actually 
look like. They are often 
asymmetric in some de-

DYER | 8

There’s nothing like an election to show that party infighting and politicking can have some consequences.
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THEIR VIEW / QUESTION OF THE WEEK

Change coming in Ontraio, but none of the mainstream offerings worthy

The three traditional 
parties leaving much to 
be desired – the Liberals 
must be banished, and 
the NDP and Tories each 
have traits that make them 
unworthy of our trust – 
Ontarians can’t be blamed 
for being both uninspired 
by the election and unsure 
about where to cast their 
votes.

Getting rid of Kathleen 
Wynne and her party ap-
pears to be the overwhelm-
ing theme. 

The current government 
has far exceeded the three-
strike rule when it comes 
to incompetence, waste 
and corruption. We’ll vote 
the bums out, and the new 
ones will likely bum us out. 

The solution? Something 
akin to the historical revo-
lutionary uprisings that 
sprinkle our defence of 
democracy looks good, but 
we’re perhaps not ready 
for that just yet. There are 
rumblings, however, in 
favour of that option we’d 
all like to see on the ballot: 

none of the above.
Don’t like the candidates 

on offer? Vote NOTA and 
send them a message. On-
tario, in fact, has a None Of 
The Above party, which is 
fielding candidates in 42 of 
the province’s 124 ridings 
(the closest being Kitch-
ener Centre). It’s primary 
mandate is what it calls the  
three Rs of direct democ-
racy – Referendum, Recall 
and Real electoral and leg-
islative Reforms that give 
voters control of politicians 
and parties. Candidates 
are accountable to their 
constituents and there are 
no central party policies or 
controls of elected MPPs 
beyond the binding direct 
democracy principles.

In that regard, NOTA 
is part of a worldwide 
movement of new and 
independent parties and 
candidates campaigning 
for direct democracy and 
voter empowerment poli-
cies. If elected, it pledges 
to end the partisan system 
of politics in the province, 
inviting the best MPPs 
from other parties to form a 
cabinet – a more represen-
tative form of democracy.

Beyond the NOTA party, 
None Of The Above as a 

ballot option would be a 
way to express dissatisfac-
tion with the status quo. 

It’s not a radical concept. 
In fact, variations of it ex-
ist in a dozen countries, 
including France, Sweden, 
Finland, Belgium, Ukraine 
and India. Even one U.S. 
state, Nevada, has the op-
tion, in place since 1976. 
The option has weathered 
legal challenges, and al-
though NOTA can’t “win” 
an election – in the event of 
a plurality, the victor would 
be the candidate with the 
next-highest vote count – it 
can make a statement. An 
Associated Press report 
notes that “in 1998, Demo-
cratic U.S. Sen. Harry Reid 
defeated then Republican 
Rep. John Ensign by 428 
votes, but more than 8,000 
voters rejected both men 
and opted for ‘none.’”

Such measures don’t yet 
exist in this country, but 
in Ontario you can decline 
your ballot. Those slips are 
supposed to be counted 
separately, becoming a de 
facto NOTA vote.

Given that we at times 
have only the choice be-
tween various bad options 
when we go to the polls, 
we increasingly stay away. 

Apathy, they call it. Really, 
many of us have become 
detached simply because 
“they’re all the same” – and 
we don’t mean that in a 
good way. None-of-the-
above would give us a rea-
son to show up, sending a 
clear message. 

Ideally, a large number 
of NOTA votes, perhaps 
even a plurality, would be 
reason for another elec-
tion, perhaps in the vein 
suggested by the upstart 
political party: candidates 
who had their chance and 
were found wanting would 
be sent on their way.

Conventional wisdom 
holds that mainstream 
political parties won’t 
push for electoral reform 
because the current sys-
tem serves them just fine. 
At the federal level, the 
Liberals, and occasionally 
the Conservatives, have 
formed majority govern-
ments while capturing 
less than 50 per cent of 
the popular vote – at times 
much less. Justin Trudeau 
campaigned on electoral 
reform, then quickly found 
a way not to deliver.

This state of affairs is 
precisely why we need 
electoral reform, from 

tweaking the Elections Act 
to sweeping changes to the 
way we vote.

Advocates of change call 
on all the parties to combat 
voter apathy brought on by 
unfair election practices, 
chronic lying by politicians 
and the current electoral 
system.

A loss of faith in politics 
and politicians can be tied 
to the way business is done 
in Ottawa and, of course, in 
the provincial legislatures. 

We all know most politi-
cians are in for themselves, 
to get all they can take – all 
the talk about serving the 
people is some much smoke 
up our collective backsides. 
Maybe they should just 
admit that reality: Call the 
system bloated, self-serving 
and ill-suited to the needs 
of most citizens. Tell us 
you’re in it for yourself. Tell 
us that money greases the 
re-election skids, that once 
in office the only priority 
is staying there. We know 
it. You know it. Then put in 
place a process to minimize 
the most blatant abuses – 
yes that would mean hand-
cuffing yourself and putting 
the cookie jar out in plain 
view.

Perhaps we should give 

up the illusion. Maybe this is 
the crux of recent talk about 
democratic reforms: devolve 
the central powers, give vot-
ers more options (referenda, 
proportional voting) so that 
there’s less focus on the top. 
We don’t have any real lead-
ers, so we don’t need the 
infrastructure.

Left to their own devices, 
today’s crop of politicians 
will not make changes to 
benefit the public – oh, 
they’ll pay lip service 
to that, but that’s all. 
Clearly, reform is needed. 
Politicians and bureaucrats 
won’t move away from 
their culture of entitle-
ment, but perhaps if the 
public lets them know we 
want none of it ...

Ontarians are unlikely 
ready for such a step. 
Instead, the focus is on 
removing a Liberal gov-
ernment that long ago re-
vealed its contempt for the 
citizens of this province, 
though it’s taken many of 
us a long time to recognize 
that fact. Some strategic 
voting and another strate-
gic blunder by the Progres-
sive Conservatives may 
net results we’ve not seen 
in the better part of three 
decades.

What is your most important political issue?

“The number one is that we need to have 
a total change in government.”

 » Ken Hunsberger

“Taxes for sure.” 

 » Albert Thompson

“Well, I think that [affordable] child care  
is huge.” 

 » Angie Smele

“Kathleen Wynne’s carbon taxes.” 

 » Jordan Wickens

“The environment is really probably my main 
issue. I’m with eco-boosters. That’s my 
number one. If we don’t look at the 
environment we’re all toast.” 

 » Dorothy Wilson

“So forget about both sides’ nuclear weapons and concentrate on the conventional balance.” Gwynne Dyer | 6
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THE MONITOR VERBATIM THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

NATIONAL VIEW DYER: A way for Trump 
to angle for a Nobel Peace Prize
FROM | 6

 » Canadians For Tax Fairness

tails, but they are more or 
less balanced overall and 
they give both parties what 
they really need.

What Trump needs is a 
diplomatic triumph that 
feeds his ego and maybe 
gets him the Nobel Peace 
Prize, while giving him 
a plausible excuse not to 
insist on the unattainable 
goal of eliminating North 
Korea’s rudimentary nukes 
and ICBMs. 

Kim can afford to give 
him concessions on other 
military issues, because 

even a 10 per cent chance 
that one North Korean 
ICBM could deliver one 
nuclear weapon on an 
American city is deterrent 
enough to preclude any 
U.S. attack on North Korea. 
In return, North Korea gets 
an end to sanctions and 
huge savings on its bloated 
military spending.

No promises, but this 
actually could happen. And 
if Trump and Kim did get 
the Nobel Peace Prize for 
it, so what? It’s meant as 
a reward for saints, but it 
works just as well as bait for 
scoundrels.

In 2017, Canadian direct investment in just the 11 most popular 
Canadian tax havens remains over $299 billion, up from $6.6 billion 
in 1987. While the top-11 number went down slightly in 2016 – 
perhaps due to embarrassing releases of the Panama Papers and 
other tax haven information, it was already trending upwards in 
2017.  

 » Unifor national president Jerry Dias, whose union represents some 40,000 auto 
and auto parts workers, calls the Trump administration decision to investigate tariffs on 
car and auto-part imports on national-security grounds rash and ill-considered

“As a trusted trading partner I think it’s clear that Canada is not a 
threat to American security. What’s unclear is the motivation or the 
actual target of potential tariffs. Is this a NAFTA bargaining tactic or 
is Trump just using Section 232 as a political tool to deliver one of 
his so-called ‘wins’ in the absence of a new NAFTA prior to the U.S. 
midterm elections?”

 » From the May 29, 2010 edition of The Observer

Years of expensive attempts at stemming the flow of surface water 
into sanitary sewers having proven underwhelming, Woolwich will 
be opting for lower-cost options in future rehabilitation projects, 
Woolwich council decided this week. Known as inflow and 
infiltration (I&I) projects, the work has been ongoing in Elmira since 
1994 and in St. Jacobs since 1999.

$4.49
$5.99/ea.ONTARIO PEACHES 

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - NOON

Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

EXTRA OLD CHEDDAR CHEESE

BREAKFAST SAUSAGE

$3.49 

$7.99/lb

/lb

/Ib

Reg.$9.05/lb

Reg.$5.69/Ib

Reg.$8.35/ea.

Reg.$4.49/Ib PORK CHOPS
BONELESS

ST. ALBERT

TURKEY
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A Unique Country ExperienceA Unique CountryCountry ExperienceA Unique

Commercial TavernCommercial TavernCommercial TavernThe

T HE HO M E  OF  L IVE  C OUN T RY MUS IC

CALL AHEAD FOR ADVANCED SEATING.
FOOD AVAILABLE BEFORE, DURING & AFTER THE SHOW 

$25TI
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S

SUNDAY, JUNE 10th

1303 Maryhill Rd., Maryhillcommercialtavern.ca 519-648-3644

Don’t miss this great show!

CanadA’s Largest Travelling Barn Dance

DOORS OPEN @ 2:30pm

FEATURING

THE BARN DANCE
LARRY

MERCEY

JIM SWAN 

RICHARD
DUGAL

BRYCE
BUTCHER

KILEY JOE
MASON

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

AND DOUG DIETRICH &       BARN DANCE SHOW BAND Monday June 25th, 2018
at 7:00 p.m.

At 10 Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs 
in the Clint Rohr Room

THE THIRTY-FORTH
 ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING
of the

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTRE

All Community 
Members within

WCHC’s
service area

in the Clint Rohr Room

are invited to attend

All Community 

        @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra        @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

You can keep up 
with the community 
in print or online or 
on social media. 

You can support 
local journalism 
by supporting our 
advertising partners.
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SPORTS
TRIATHLON / HIGH SCHOOL

Triple testing their mettle
Taking it to the streets of Elmira, high 
school students give it their all  
at this week’s Tinman Triathalon 

FAISAL ALI

GALEA |  11

OPEN
COUNTRY

Wading 
advice for 
the less-
than 
surefooted

“Going with the flow” 
is generally one of those 
phrases that’s considered 
positive – unless that term 
is used to describe what 
happened to you while 
wading in a trout stream. 

This is something to 
keep in mind during early-
season trout fishing excur-
sions. 

Even now, with water 
levels allowing an angler 
to relax a bit, you need to 
be very careful. Most an-
glers don’t tread carefully 
enough and that can lead 
to disaster.  

That’s right: if you slip 
on a slick rock and get 
swept downstream, your 
fishing buddy will probably 
steal your spot.

Right now you are prob-
ably thinking that this 
is not going to happen. I 
mean, what kind of fish-
ing buddy would quickly 
move into your prime spot 
as you are flailing your way 
downstream, desperately 
looking for a rock or branch 
to cling to?

The kind who just 
watched you land a 20-inch 
trout from that spot, that’s 
who.

Sure, a good fishing 
buddy will not sneak into 
your best angling position 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

The classic Tinman 
Triathlon was held this 
Tuesday in Elmira, bring-
ing in hundreds of students 
from 18 different schools 
to participate in the long-
standing EDSS tradition. 
Biking, swimming and run-
ning, the students compet-
ed purely for the bragging 
rights, the Tinman trophy 
– hand-crafted, it appears, 
out of actual tin cans, or to 
set some personal bests.

With almost 300 stu-
dents taking part from high 
schools across the region 
and beyond, the competi-
tion was certainly going to 
be tough. And while EDSS 
didn’t quite win the trophy 
this year, nobody seems 
too concerned with that, as 
the event is really all about 
having fun.

“They don’t qualify 
for anything with it,” ex-
plained EDSS teacher and 
Tinman organizer Thuy 
Leu, about the partici-
pants. “It’s just fun. A lot 
of the kids feel like this is 
kind of a great way to end 
the school year too.”

The event brought scores 

Woolwich Trails Group gearing up for its next guided outing of the season on June 7

XXXXXXXX | xx

Where asking you to take a hike is a good thing
VERONICA REINER

It’s still spring – de-
spite the summery weather 
of late – and the Woolwich 
Trails Group is hosting one 
of the last hikes before tak-
ing a break for the season. 
Events are typically held in 

the spring and fall, avoid-
ing the heat of summer, to 
take advantage of the town-
ship’s growing network of 
trails. 

“It started over 20 years 
ago when interest in main-
taining and developing 
trails started,” said Nancy 

Stayzer, a volunteer with 
the group. “There was a 
group of interested volun-
teers that got together and 
met once a month. So that’s 
how it started. In the spring 
and the fall we do hikes 
twice a month. We take the 
summer off because it’s 

just too hot.”
The trail group was 

established in 1992. Wool-
wich Township boasts 10 
public trails that total more 
than 80 kilometres.

“When we plan hikes, 
we’ll send out the details 
to this hiking group,” said 

Stayzer. And so we prob-
ably have over 40 names 
on the list of people who 
might want to join us on a 
hike.”

“Our next hike is going to 
be lead by Jamie and Jen 

of students out onto the 
streets and trail ways of 
Elmira on Tuesday. Unlike 
its cousin, the Ironman Tri-
athlon, the Tinman was a 
bit more contained, with a 
375m swim, 15km bike ride 
and 5km run. Participants 
also had the option taking 
on the Tinman as a relay 
event in teams of three, 
with each team member 
covering one leg of the tri-
athlon.

“Our goal is to have them 
do a few relays and then 
to be able to do one year 
all on their own. Usually 
the juniors do more relays 
because they’re just ap-
prehensive about doing all 
three legs. But by the time 
they get to senior, they do 
try it on their own,” said 
Leu.

“It’s amazing how much 
they see that they could 
do way more than they 
thought they could. So we 
get a lot of quotes at the 
end of the race saying, 
‘I can’t believe I just did 
that!’” added Leu, adding 
being able to complete the 
Tinman really is a great 

Almost 300 high school students were taken on a tour of Elmira for the Tinman Triathlon on Tuesday, which included a 15km bike ride along 
the Kissing Bridge Trail. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

this saturday
at the Woolwich memorial centre, elmira

per person
advance Ticketsin support of grand river hospital children’s services tickets: www.shinealittlelight.org

2pm-10pm

Come Sample Cra� Beers, Wines & Spirits for a Great Cause!

each ticket includes 1 souvenir
tasting glass, & 5 sample tokens.
more for purchase at event.$20 tickets purchased at the door: $25

this event is age of
majority 19 & up.

TINMAN |  10

TRAILS |  11
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COMMUNITY NOTICE
Annual Vegetation Management Program

CN is required to clear its rights-of-way from any vegetation 
that may pose a safety hazard. Vegetation on railway right-
of-way, if left uncontrolled, can contribute to trackside 
fires and impair proper inspection of track infrastructure. 
As such, for safe railway operations, the annual vegetation 
control program will be carried out on CN rail lines in the 
province of Ontario. A certified applicator will be applying 
herbicides on and around the railway tracks (mainly the 
graveled area (the ballast)). All product requirements for 
setbacks in the vicinity of dwellings, aquatic environments 
and municipal water supplies will be met. This program 
will take place from May 28, 2018 to August 31, 2018.

Visit www.cn.ca/vegetation to see the list of cities affected.

For more information, you may contact the CN Public 
Inquiry Line at 1-888-888-5909. 
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achievement.
The swimming portion 

of the triathlon was held 
at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre pool. From there, 
participant hop on their 
bikes and head towards the 
Kissing Bridge Trail from 
just before the Northfield 
area towards Floradale and 
back. The running sections 
took participants on a tour 
through the Elmira Bird-
land subdivision, said Leu.

“So they go Whippoor-
will, Barnswallow and 
then head back. They do 
go quite far. It’s all in Bird-
land, so it’s quite safe. The 
route was made far before I 
started with this, so it’s al-
ways been a very nice little 
run for them,” said Leu.

Though Elmira didn’t 
win the Tinman trophy for 
itself, the EDSS relay team 
composed of Megan Par-
rott, Paul Cento and John 
Wang did place first in the 
relay category.

The Tinman will be re-
turning next year, and Leu 
is encouraging anyone sit-
ting on the fence to jump in 
and participate. EDSS has 
a dedicated Tinman team 
that will help novice and 
expert athletes alike train 
before next year’s event.

“I would say find yourself 
two other friends and join a 
relay,” recommended Leu. 
“Like, all you have to do is 
do one of the legs and you’ll 
have so much fun and you’ll 
be amazed as to what you’re 
capable of doing.”

Are you and your family 
looking to step up your fish-
ing game? Junior anglers 
will have the opportunity 
to learn from the pros and 
enjoy a barbecue meal on 
June 3 at Belwood Lake 
Park at the Shimano Take a 
Kid Fishing Day. 

“Children, ages 8-14, 
and their parents will have 
a better understanding 
how to engage in entry-
level fishing and how to 
go about getting started,” 
explained Derek Strub, 
superintendent of the 
Grand River Conservation 
Authority park at Belwood 
Lake. “They will have a 
knowledge of fish species 
and how to attempt to catch 
different species as well.” 
Children will learn a variety 
of skills including archery, 
tie flies, learning how to 
cast, and how to identify 
different species of fish. 

For those interested it 
is best to buy your tickets 
quickly since they generally 

GRCA hosting Take a Kid Fishing Day 
at its Belwood Lake park on Sunday

VERONICA REINER sell out, according to the 
GRCA’s Lisa Stocco.

“It’s a very popular 
event,” she said. “It usually 
sells out every single year. 
There’s usually not enough 
space for the level of inter-
est that there is.” This is the 
14th year in a row this event 
has occurred. 

It is not sold out yet, ac-
cording to Strub.

“It is a very popular event 
so those interested are en-
couraged to sign up as soon 
as possible,” he said.

There will be two half-
day sessions, with space for 
120 people in each session. 
The morning session is 
set for 9 a.m. to noon, and 
the afternoon session runs 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Kids 
and their guardians in both 
sessions will enjoy a free 
barbecue lunch from noon 
to 1 p.m.

The lake is filled with 
rainbow trout and is gener-
ally a catch-and-release 
event. “However, if a fish is 
hooked badly and it’s not 
appropriate to release them, 

the fish would be kept to be 
eaten,” explained Strub.

“We have many experts 
on site,” he added. “Biolo-
gists, fly tyers, archery in-
structors, serious anglers, 
and Ontario Federation of 
Anglers and Hunters staff 
doing presentations.”

The event is free for all 
registered participants, 
however, park fees apply 
to all guests. Fees are $7 for 
adults, $5.50 for seniors and 
people with disabilities and 
$3 for children, and free for 
children five and under. 
The event is free for anyone 
with a GRCA membership 
pass. The park is located at 
8282 Wellington County Rd. 
18, four kilometres east of 
Fergus.

They request the full 
names and ages of partici-
pating children along with 
your request for morning 
or afternoon session. Any-
one wishing to register for 
the event or find out more 
information can email bel-
woodlakepark@grandriver.
ca. 

TINMAN: Scaled-back event a good introduction to triathlons, whether solo or in a relay team
FROM | 9

The Tinman is a scaled-down version of its 
Ironman counterpart, with a 375m swim, 
5km run and 15km bike ride. Swimmers took 
their marks at the WMC swimming pools, 
while runners hit the Birdland subdivision in 
Elmira. Though EDSS did not win the Tinman 
trophy this year, the school fielded the top 
relay team composed of Megan Parrott, Paul 
Cento and John Wang. 
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until he or she has ensured 
that you have washed up 
on shore safely, taken good 
photos or video of the 
event and asked what lure 
or fly you were using. 

A bad one on the other 
hand will be on the move 
before the first splash. 

Having said that, almost 
all of them would at least 
make a couple of attempts 
to help their fellow angler 

prior to taking the spot – 
and depending on their 
casting accuracy, drag 
setting and line strength, 
they might even be able to 
beach or net you, the latter 
of which is highly embar-
rassing. Trust me.

The point is simple. 
It’s best to wade care-

fully and get into a position 
where your footing is se-
cure. Or, alternately, posi-
tion yourself close to a fel-
low who is in a precarious 

place but catching big fish.
There are several ways 

to reduce your chances of 
a wading mishap. First, 
answer nature’s call before 
you get swept over the 
waterfalls. Next, stand per-
pendicular to the current, 
so that you provide less 
resistance to the water’s 
force. This is also a wise 
move if you happen to have 
a hole in the crotch of your 
waders. 

The other thing you 

ought to do is carry a wad-
ing staff. This is a useful 
thing to lean on to keep 
you steady or help you get 
around. Which brings me 
to a second point – beware 
the wading staff stuck in 
the river bottom without 
an owner attached to it. 

It’s a great indicator of 
where the angler was when 
he caught that big fish that 
made him let go of his wad-
ing staff. But it also makes 
you ask the question, are 

there other big fish in that 
run?

OK, all kidding aside, if 
you are going to wade in 
some of the stronger flows 
this spring, wade carefully, 
place your feet perpendicu-
lar to the current, wear po-
larized glasses so you can 
see bottom, don’t wade too 
deep, watch your step and 
use a wading staff to test 
for depth and slipperiness 
of the bottom each step of 
the way. Also, an inflatable 

PFD is a good idea.
The best wading advice, 

however, is if it looks un-
safe or if you are unsure, 
don’t risk it. And, espe-
cially don’t risk wading in 
treacherous waters when 
you are alone.

You might not always 
have access to the best 
fish if you play it safe, but 
that’s OK. You can always 
exaggerate the length of 
a 12-incher when you get 
home.

GALEA: Establishing a sound footing is the key to safety ... and how to avoid becoming a viral video
FROM | 9

For more information: 519-575-4400  •  www.regionofwaterloo.ca/water

5:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Remember that lawn watering days are based on
the last digit in your house number.
If your address ends in:
     0 or 1 your watering day is:                Monday
     2 or 3                                                        Tuesday
     4 or 5                                                 Wednesday
     6 or 7                                                      Thursday
     8 or 9                                                            Friday

The following activities are permitted during
the above watering hours for even-numbered

addresses on even days of the month and
for odd-numbered addresses on odd days

of the month:
• Watering of shrubs, trees and gardens

• Washing of vehicles
• Pool top-ups

Thanks
for

doing your part!

For newly planted sod/seed lawns
and nematode applications

contact the Region for a permit.

WATER CONSERVATION BY-LAW
STARTS MAY 31Hember,” added Stayzer. 

“They’ve been leading 
hikes forever. We get them 
to do a couple of hikes for 
us within the township. 
They’re friends of Wool-
wich Township, and they 
do a great job.”

The participants are gen-
erally a mixed bag. 

“When we advertise a 
hike, we never know how 
many people will show up,” 
said Jamie Hember, a trail 
leader. “Sometimes there 
will be seven people or five 
people; sometimes we’ll get 
21 people. It varies, in other 
words.

“We seldom, very sel-
dom get children. Believe 
it or not, I hiked the whole 
Bruce Trail a couple of 
times now,” added Hember. 
“The one time there was 
this girl, about 12 years old 
with her parents. And she 
did the whole thing. That’s 
extremely rare.”

Closer to home, he’s 
looking to boost the profile 
of the trails group.

“I’d like the public to 
know just that we ex-
ist,” he said. “A lot of the 
people who do come out 
are older and quite often 
retired people. If they go 
out, they go out as a fam-
ily. It’s like a cycling group 

or any other kind of group. 
With advertising, we have 
our newsletters, but to 
get the paper copy of the 
newsletter you have to be a 
member.”

The next hike is sched-
uled for June 7 at the 
Grand Valley Trail start-
ing at 9 a.m. and ending 
at around 11:30 a.m. It will 
be about 10 kilometres in 
length. 

The walks vary greatly 
in range, from five to 20 
kilometres. Any members 
who come by who wish to 
stop at any point can do so, 
said Hember. He has given 
directions to members who 
find the length of the walk 
too daunting. 

While there are specific 
hikes that allow for dogs, 
the general rule of thumb is 
that they are not permitted 
for safety reasons. How-
ever, there are rare excep-
tions.

“If you’re on a group hike 
and you’ve got 25 people 
on a rather treacherous 
part of the Bruce Trail, if 
they’re off leash, they can 
end up tripping you. The 
other issue locally is a lot 
of the time we’re hiking 
on private land where the 
landowner has permitted 
us. And it could be a farm 
where there are cattle – the 
farmer doesn’t want dogs, 

because sometimes the 
dogs don’t get along really 
well with the cattle. As a 
rule, we don’t permit dogs. 

“Now, having said that I 
will do a hike and advertise 
it and I will say in it, ‘dogs 
welcome.’”

There are also different 
types of activities, such as 
interpretive nature hikes.

“One of the series that 
we planned in the Region 
of Waterloo, we have a 
number of forests, the re-
gional forests that are open 
to recreation and open to 
hiking,” said Stayzer. “We 
really wanted to get some-
body to come along on 
these hikes who knew the 
flora and fauna and to give 
us more information about 
the regional forest than any 
of us who are volunteers 
can do. 

“Albert Hovine who 
works for the Region of 
Waterloo, his specialty is 
forest management. And 
he’s worked for the region 
for years. He’s the leader 
for these interpretive hikes. 
Once in the spring and 
once in the fall we choose 
a different regional forest. 
It’s nice to see what’s going 
on in the forest.”

For more information or 
to purchase the Guidebook 
to Woolwich Trails, visit 
www.healthywoolwich.org

TRAILS: Part of Woolwich Healthy Communities
FROM | 9

The EDSS girls’ slo-pitch team went 2-0 in back-to-back games Monday in Kitchener. Playing first against Cameron Heights Collegiate Institute, the Lancers was victorious by a 20-5 
margin. Here, the EDSS team then faced off against Kitchener-Waterloo Collegiate & Vocational School and came home with a 19-3 win. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

LADY LANCERS POWER THEIR WAY TO A PAIR OF CONVINCING SLO-PITCH WINS
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

www.guysanddolls.ca
112 Oriole Pkwy, Elmira 519-669-8234

Calling All Grads!

519-669-8234
www.guysanddolls.ca

519-669-8234
www.guysanddolls.ca

519-669-8234

Express mani & 
pedi, make up 
and hair style

Relax & Feel Great!
and hair style

$100100TAX 
INCLUDED

Erum specializes in 
eyebrow threading.

BOOK TODAY!

PARTNERSHIPS / A LONG HISTORY

Relationship with Germany a key 
part of development and innovation

I LIKE BEER. I like having 
fun. And I like a deal. 

But my vote in next 
week’s provincial election 
won’t be influenced by 
Doug Ford’s promise of a 
$1 per bottle retail price 
ceiling for beer. Opposite, 
in fact. To me, it’s irrespon-
sible and sets the brewing 
sector in Ontario back 50 
years. 

Here’s why. 
To begin with, $1 beer is 

likely to taste like $1 beer. 
What else can anyone 
expect? The exceptional 
gains in beer that have 
been made in this province 
in the past decade or so, 
thanks to the emergence of 
the craft brewing industry, 
cannot be sustained on $1 
beer. 

Fine examples of superb 
craft beer exist locally. This 
is not someone else’s issue, 
it’s ours.

I don’t buy the nostalgic 
part of $1 beer, either. 

If you recall Ontario beer 
culture pre-craft brewing, 
you’ll remember an archaic 
wasteland of bravado and 
slogans that had little to 
do with beer. Taste was 
acceptable, but mostly 
because there was so little 
to compare it to. What will 

One dollar 
beer is a 
bad idea
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German embassy showcases shared history at Waterloo Region Museum exhibit

GERMANY | 13

FAISAL ALI

Exemplifying the collaborative spirit between Germany and Canada, this prototype lunar rover was created by a company in New Hamburg that was founded by a German. The rover will be on 
display at the Region of Waterloo Museum until September as part of the German-Canadian exhibit. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

FROM EARLY IMMIGRA-
TION TO ongoing business 
ventures, Canada and Ger-
many have shared a long, 
varied and ultimately fruit-
ful relationship  with one 
another. Through Canada’s 
early settlers and trade, the 
devastation of two World 
Wars and, increasingly in 
modern times, a shared set 
of values and ideals, the 
German-Canadian experi-
ence is rich with stories.

It’s that connection be-
tween the two countries 
that is at centre of the Wa-
terloo Region Museum’s 
new exhibit, Canada and 
Germany: Partners from 
Immigration to Innovation. 
Curated by the embassy 
of the Federal Republic of 
Germany in Canada, the 
exhibit was created last 
year to honour of Canada’s 
150th anniversary.

“We came up with the 
idea not to do an art exhi-
bition and not to do tour-
ism promotion, but to find 
something that connects 
us to our host community,” 
explains Peter Finger, lead 
curator for exhibit and dip-
lomat with the embassy. 
“The idea was not to create 
another history book on 
museum walls, but to show 
modern, nicely designed 
stories and events that are 

important from the his-
tory of relations between 
Canada and Germany.”

Of course, that connec-
tion between the two coun-
tries is especially evident 
right here in the townships. 
In Wellesley, for instance, 
almost 4,000 people across 
the township, or approxi-
mately 35 per cent of the 
population, reported their 
mother tongue to be of the 
Germanic languages in a 
2016 census. About 10 per 
cent of Canadians, mean-

while, report some German 
ancestry. So it is especially 
apropos that the exhibit 
should have made its way 
from Ottawa to the Water-
loo Region.

To create something tru-
ly distinct, Finger sought 
to emphasize some of the 
lesser-known tales from 
German-Canadian history. 
The brass bands of Nunat-
siavut, for instance, show 
the creation in Canada of a 
“cultural hybrid” between 
the local Inuit of Labrador 

and the traditions and mu-
sic of the Moravian Church 
missionaries after their 
arrival in 1771. Or the story 
of the Hessians: the 2,400 
German soldiers contract-
ed by Britain during the 
American Revolution who 
stayed behind in Canada 
after the war.

“I was thinking what 
could be stories that are 
not so well-known by the 
average Canadian who is 
interested in these things 
anyways, but might not 

have heard. For example, 
about German missionar-
ies in Labrador ... and the 
cultural footprints they left 
behind,” said Finger.

“Because this is a posi-
tive story. It’s not some-
thing about just bringing 
Christianity to people who 
don’t want it, but to keep 
their culture, to develop 
their economic basis and 
all kinds of things.”

Perhaps one of the more 
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Consul General Peter Fahrenholtz of the 
German consulate in Toronto (left) was at 
the opening of the exhibit May 24, which is 
being curated by Peter Finger.

distinguish one $1 beer 
from another? More banal 
slogans and mediocrity is 
my guess.

Second, beer doesn’t 
make itself. How can brew-
ing jobs, even in the most 
well-established, foreign-
owned breweries that oper-
ate in Canada, be sustained 
on $1 beer?

These mass-production 
breweries are the only ones 
that would even have a re-
mote chance of being able 
to operate in a $1 beer busi-
ness environment. Even 
then, they’d likely become 
little more than warehous-
es for cheap imports.

Thankfully, Ontario’s 
modern beer culture is not 
one that’s wholly domi-
nated by mass production. 
And farmers are playing a 
significant role.

For example, a superb 
family farm-based niche is 
developing for homegrown 
hops. Some farmers who 
grow them are becoming 
partners in local craft brew-
eries. Destination tourism 
has grown from the farm-
ers and brewers’ collective 
efforts.

Local yeast for brewing, 
created through research 
that started in labs at the 
University of Guelph, is 
coming on. It spawned 
Guelph-based Escarpment 
Labs, which won a tonne of 
awards at last week’s Cana-
dian Brewing Awards. 

And plant breeders at 
Guelph and elsewhere are 
continuing to turn their 
sights towards barley va-
rieties that are good for 
malting and can be grown 
in Ontario. 

Progress in all these ar-
eas will halt on $1 beer. 

This campaign promise 
hit home to me last week in 
– of all places – Lexington, 
Kentucky.

While attending a confer-
ence there, I was fortunate to 
see a baseball game, hosted 
by the Lexington Legends, a 
Class A baseball affiliate of 
the Kansas City Royals. 

Their games are a slice of 
Americana, loads of fun and 
great for kids. Local ‘tween 
sisters sing the national an-
them. Lex, the mustachioed 
cartoon mascot, patrols 
the sidelines and urges the 
crowd (such as it is) to get 
involved. Between innings, 

the team offers up mini-
competitions and other 
novelties for kids. 

Then there’s Hot Dog 
Tuesdays. On that day, 
you can buy unlimited red 
hots for 25 cents each. My 
buddy Mike and I made a 
couple of trips to the con-
cession stand (singular) 
and through the evening 
we scarfed back four ‘dogs 
each.

It cost me a grand total 
of, ironically, $1.

That promotion was 
obviously a loss leader. 
Twenty-five cent hot dogs 
are not sustainable. And 
neither is any food or bev-
erage sold for less than 
the cost of production, let 
alone less than a reason-
able retail price that allows 
everyone in the value chain 
to make a living.

So why would anyone 
think $1 beer is a good idea?

It’s not. And you can 
likely think of a dozen 
more reasons why it’s not.

It’s your democratic right 
to vote for whomever you 
choose. But scratch the 
surface on promises that 
sound too good to be true 
… like $1 beer.

ROBERTS: Moving past buck-a-beer slogans

GERMANY: Focusing on innovative relations
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25 Industrial
Drive, Elmiracharlene@bauerhearing.com

519-669-9919

Experience the Di�erence

“If you have any concerns regarding your hearing you need to 
contact Bauer Hearing. Charlene Bauer is an expert who is caring, experi-
enced, and very knowledgeable. I met Charlene over two years ago when I 
went in for a free test of my hearing…my wife kept mumbling. I had some 
loss and Charlene loaned me some sample hearing aids. I tried them, but it 
just wasn’t time so I returned them. She was very professional and under-
standing. More recently, I wanted to try again after the free hearing test she 
gave me, found more loss. Charlene again loaned me some hearing aids. 
After many visits for adjustments, questions (all of which she answered 
completely), and becoming more comfortable with having hearing aids I 
made the purchase. I have not regretted it. Charlene gave me the best price 
possible, has continued to answer questions, and become my friend in the 
process. She is always ready with a smile and desire to help.” – Dr. D. H.

TAKE CONTROL
EVERY SEASON.

kubota.ca  |  
*See your dealer for details.

Kubota M6s-111 ROPS 

• The standard economy tractor M6S-111 ROPS 
can take on a variety of tasks. Ideal for hay 
and cattle operations and outstanding 
performance for uses such as loader work, 
haying operations, mowing and more. 

• 114 Engine HP with 95 PTO Horsepower 

• 32 Speed Swing Shift Plus Transmission

Wellington Rd 7, Elora • 519.846.5388

striking pieces of German-
Canadian ingenuity on 
display is a prototype lunar 
rover that has roots right 
here in rural Waterloo Re-
gion. The prototype was 
created for the Canadian 
Space Agency and NASA by 
a New Hamburg company, 
Ontario Drive & Gear Lim-
ited, which was founded 
in 1962 by Ortwin Stieber, 
an entrepreneur from West 
Germany.

“He started that com-
pany in New Hamburg and 
it’s going strong. It’s one 
of the main companies in 
New Hamburg,” explained 
Adèle Hempel, manager 
curator of the Region of 
Waterloo Museums. For 
decades, Ontario Drive & 
Gear Limited produced 
all-terrain vehicles, such as 
the amphibious Argo vehi-
cle. In 2008, the Canadian 
Space Agency  reached out 
to the local company for an 
ambitious project: a lunar 
rover.

The exhibit was also cre-
ated in collaboration with 
the Waterloo Region Mu-
seum, which added its own 
distinctly local pieces from 
previous exhibits. Amongst 
them is the City on Edge, 
which was an entire exhibit 
that took a deeper look at 
the period of 1916 when the 
city of Kitchener changed 
its name from Berlin.

“That was the whole 
theme of that exhibit,” says 

Hempel. “And so a lot of 
that really good content 
from that exhibit was put 
into this [new] exhibit.”

The name of Berlin was 
once a proud representa-
tion of the city’s German 
roots, but during the First 
World War, those roots 
became the source of en-
mity for Canadians. Those 
dark periods of Canadian-
German relations are also 
given their due.

“We are featuring the 
story of Inuit people who 
were brought to Germany 
and to other European 
countries as well and ex-
hibited in what we could 
call human zoos, from 
today’s point of view a ter-
rible thing,” said Finger.

“There was this family 
from Labrador, they all 
passed away in the first 
weeks after they arrived 
... because they got the 
smallpox. They kept them 
and brought them over and 
had forgotten to vaccinate 
them against the small-
pox.”

It was a sad story, he 
adds, set towards the end 
of the 19th century, but is 
part of the two countries 
shared history.

 But from those dark 
points, through two World 
Wars, Canada and Ger-
many have developed a 
unique, if often understat-
ed, connection. 

“According to the world 
situation which exists 

now ... Canada and Ger-
many still share the same 
values in democracy and 
economy and society,” says 
Finger.

“People are going to 
come and find all different 
pieces that mean some-
thing to them, and I think 
that’s the important thing,” 
adds Hempel about the 
exhibit. 

“Many people here in 
this region have some 
connection to Germany, 
whether they’ve lived 
there, travelled there, have 
family background that 
relates to that, there’s so 
many ways that I think that 
they’ll enjoy it.”

Canada and Germany: 
Partners from Immigra-
tion to Innovation will be 
on display at the Waterloo 
Region Museum from May 
25 to September 3. 
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

Birds & the Bees aren’t the only wildlife at play
A turkey farm proves an ideal setting for a few lessons about life and love – and some laughs – in Drayton production

STEVE KANNON

Having grown up on 
a farm in southwestern 
Ontario, playwright Mark 
Crawford knows a thing or 
two about rural living. And, 
clearly, about the birds and 
the bees, as can be seen on 
stage in Drayton Entertain-
ment’s latest offering. 

Running through June 
10 at the Hamilton Fam-
ily Theatre Cambridge 
(formerly the Dunfield 
Theatre), The Birds & the 
Bees introduces us to love, 
family dynamics ... and the 
artificial insemination of 
turkeys. Ah, yes, romance 
is in the air. With more 
than a dollop of humour. 

Set in two adjoining 
bedrooms on a modern 
Canadian farm, the play 
introduces us to Gail, Earl, 
Sarah and Ben for what 
may be the last-ever Turkey 
Days Festival. There’s more 
than fowl play involved as 
38-year-old Sarah has left 
her husband and moved 
back home to live with her 
mother Gail until she sorts 
out her life. Despite the 
fact that she’s a divorcée of 
two decades years herself, 
Gail isn’t exactly providing 
the compassion that Sarah 
needs. An avid beekeeper, 
Gail has other things on her 
mind – like wondering why 
her honeybees are dropping 
dead all of a sudden. Then 
there’s Gail’s neighbour 
Earl, a farm tenant (and la-
dies’ man) who keeps drop-
ping in unannounced,  and 
Ben, an eager 23-year-old 
master’s student intent on 
studying the collapsing bee 
colonies, who’s about to get 
a big lesson in pollination.

“The Birds & The Bees 
is a hilarious new com-
edy about mothers and 
daughters, and the ups and 
downs of love,” says Alex 
Mustakas, artistic director 
of Drayton Entertainment. 
“Audiences are bound to 
laugh as they see the mat-
ing game play out between 
two couples at different 
stages in their lives – it’s 
funny, touching and very 
relatable.”

The small-town setting is 

in keeping with Crawford’s 
métier since the actor/
playwright debuted with 
Stag and Doe at the Blyth 
Festival in 2014. His second 
play, Bed and Breakfast, 
opened the following year, 
with The Birds & the Bees 
premiering in 2016, again 
at Blyth. Last year, he 
penned his first play for 
young audiences, Boys, 
Girls and Other Mythical 
Creatures. 

Character studies are a 

staple, as amply the case with 
Gail, Earl, Sarah and Ben.

For the Drayton produc-
tion, Gabrielle Jones (The 
Drowsy Chaperone) is Gail, 
a long-divorced woman 
who copes with her loneli-
ness by keeping herself 
busy with bees. A staple in 
Canadian theatre, Jones 
has appeared in produc-
tions all across North 
America including six 
seasons with the Stratford 
Festival, 12 seasons with 

the Shaw Festival, national 
tours of Mamma Mia! and 
Les Misérables, and several 
productions for Drayton 
Entertainment.  

Stacy Smith is Sarah, 
Gail’s thirty-something 
daughter, a turkey farmer 
who has left her husband 
of 11 years to come back to 
live with her mother just 
until she figures out what 
to do about her messy 
marital situation. Smith 
has worked extensively in 

Thomas Duplessie is Ben and Stacy Smith is Sarah, who find more than livestock out at the farm in the Drayton Entertainment production of The Bird & the Bees, now running at the 
Hamilton Family Theatre Cambridge. [SUBMITTED]

television and film, and 
appeared in stage produc-
tions nationwide includ-
ing The Ladies Foursome 
and Run For Your Wife for 
Drayton Entertainment.  

Terry Barna is Earl, Gail’s 
frisky neighbour who is a 
little too forthcoming with 
details about his boister-
ous sex life. After a series 
of failed relationships, he’s 
taken the “no strings at-
tached” approach, which 
affronts Gail’s prim sensi-
bilities about mature re-
lationships. In addition to 
his work on the Canadian 
sitcom Meet The Family, 
Barna has appeared in 
several Drayton Entertain-
ment productions includ-
ing The Odd Couple, The 
Love List, Bedtime Stories 
and more.  

Thomas Duplessie is 
Ben, an enthusiastic, young 
master’s student who 
visits Gail’s farm to study 
her declining bee popula-
tion. He gets more than 
he bargained for when he 
falls into a sticky situation 
with Gail’s daughter Sarah. 
Duplessie was Eugene in 
Brighton Beach Memoirs 
in 2016; he also appeared 
alongside George Wendt in 
Death of a Salesman.  

The Drayton Entertain-
ment production of The 
Birds & the Bees runs 
through June 10 at the 
Hamilton Family Theatre 
Cambridge. Tickets are $46 
for adults; $27 for youth 
under 20 years of age, 
available at the theatre, 
online at www.draytonen-
tertainment.com or by 
calling the box office at 
(519) 621-8000, toll free at 
1-855-drayton (372-9866).

E L M I R A

S E R I E SSUNDAY CONCERT
GORE PARK, ELMIRA, 7-9 PM
FREE - BRING A LAWN CHAIR 

Sponsored by

JUNE 3 DIANNE 
& THE CAVALIERS 
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Raising a spirited glass for a good cause
Shine a Little Light event brings craft spirits to raise money for Grand River Hospital Foundation

FAISAL ALI

Fine drinks and good 
times are sure to be had 
this weekend with the 
Shine a Little Light event 
being hosted at the Wool-
wich Memorial. Event-go-
ers will have the opportu-
nity to sample some of the 
top-shelf creations of craft 
brewers and wineries from 
across Ontario.

While the chance to 
sample a variety of locally 
created spirits is a reason 
in and of itself to attend, 
the event is actually rais-
ing money for a good 
cause. All the proceeds 
from the evening will be 
going towards children’s 

Ben Murphy, owner of Murphy’s Law, will be one of the vendors at the Shine a Little Light 
event this weekend in Elmira. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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programs sponsored by 
the Grand River Hospital 
Foundation.

“We want to bring the 
community out for a fun 
afternoon where the pro-
ceeds are going to such 
an important cause,” said 
Greg Kaut, coordinator 
for the Shine a Little Light 
fundraiser.

No drink would be 
worth having, however, 
without good music and 
a pleasant atmosphere to 
accompany it, and to that 
end the Shine a Little Light 
event is promising to bring 
a little rock and roll and 
country into the mix. 

The campaign was 
spurred on by the success 

of another similar event 
held by the Elmira-based 
Murphy’s Law distillery 
last November, with more 
than $5,000 raised. Rather 
than write a cheque, the 
money was put towards 
the purchase of 400 plush 
teddy bears that were de-
livered to the Grand River 
Hospital just before Christ-
mas, along with nearly 
$4,000 in food vouchers.

The goal ultimately, ex-
plains Kaut, is to support 
kids and parents visiting 
the hospital by making 
their oftentimes daunting 
stays as easy and relaxing 
as possible.

A diverse selection six 
producers of libations – 

including three distillers 
and three wineries – will 
be on hand to share their 
fine creations. Amongst 
the many vendors avail-
able will be the St. Jacobs-
based Block 3 Brewery, 
Maple Brewing, Murphy’s 
Law Distillery in Elmira, 
Junction 56 Distillery, Dia-
mond Estates Winery and 
Cox Creek Cellars.

The event is being held 
June 2 at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre from 2 to 
10 p.m. and is, of course, 
only for those 19-plus. 
Tickets are $20 per person 
if purchased in advance, 
and $25 at the door. For 
early ticket sales, head to 
www.shinealittlelight.org.
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Fermon Construction Ltd is looking for lead hands and or 
labourer’s to become apart of our team immediately. 
Are you a hard worker, reliable and a team player?

 Full time and part time positions avalible. 

For more information contact Fermon Martin at 
519-699-4828 ext 1

Construction Labourers
WANTED!

Fermon Construction 
Ltd

General Labourer 
Masonal Stone - Milverton, Ontario 

Masonal Stone is a growing Canadian natural 
stone fabricator with over 30 years of experience 
in the masonry industry. Our company is defined 
by the dedication of our team members and their 
belief in our company's potential. 

Our facility in Milverton processes stone from over 60 
quarries in Ontario for distribution to dealers across 
Canada and the USA. We take pride in the quality and 
range of natural stone products we offer. 

Masonal Stone is looking for a general labour worker 
to join the production team in Milverton.
This is a full time position.

We are looking for candidates
with the following qualifications: 

• Initiative, good attendance record & dependable
• Ability to follow instruction and work with little 

supervision
• Flexibility to work at different stations with various 

machines and tools Promote safe work environment
• Lift up to 50 pounds, ability to handle moderate to 

heavy physical work
• Communicate and work in team environment to 

meet production requirements

Why work for Masonal Stone?

• Starting wage $16.00 per hour 
• Benefits Package includes a drug plan, help with eye 

wear, paramedical, dental and more after the initial 
3 month probationary period. 

• Friendly work environment
• Training in fabrication machinery, 

CNC machine operations
• Specialization in different positions within facility 

Experience in a growing company

Tel: 519.595.4643
e-mail:randy@masonalstone.com

The Township of Woolwich is accepting 
resumes for the position of 

Seasonal Facilities Attendant 1
(4 months)

• To perform a wide range of operational and 
maintenance functions, primarily within the 
Recreation & Facilities Services department, with 
occasional responsibilities to other core 
department’s and facilities which fall under the 
department’s portfolio

• To perform recreation facility work & park 
operation and maintenance functions as 
required.

• May be required to participate on various other 
Township teams and initiatives

For additional information and a complete job 
description visit our website www.woolwich.ca 

Interested applicants are invited to submit their 
resume prior to 4:30 pm, Tuesday June 5, 2018 To:

Township of Woolwich
24 Church Street west, P.O. Box 158, Elmira, ON 

N3B 2Z6
Fax: (519) 669-9348

Email: hr@woolwich.ca

The Township is committed to meeting the needs of applicants during all 
phases of the hiring process. If you require special accomodation please 

let us know. All applicants are thanked for their interest in these positions 
however only those selected for an interview will be contacted

www.earthscapeplay.com
www.earthscape.ca

- Carpentry Foreman/Playground 
Carpenter -

For full job descriptions check out:
www.earthscapeplay.com/employment-opportunities/

or call(519) 669-2972or emailinfo@earthscape.ca

We are an award-winning, rapidly growing, design-build 
firm that specializes in custom playgrounds and high-
end residential landscaping. We have an immediate 

need for:

 - Landscape Maintenance 
Supervisor -

- bring your keen eye for construction design to help us 
build our epic wood playground structures.

- devise and implement a business/marketing plan for our KW 
estate property maintenance team.

We believe in rewarding our staff with a 
combination of:

- profit sharing and performance bonuses
- award-winning projects and designs

- track record of excellent client relations
- steady hours of 50 to 60 hours/week

- benefits offered to full-time and regular seasonal 
employees

205 ARDELT AVE, KITCHENER

NEEDED IMMEDIATELY
ROOF LOADER/ SWAMPER

TO LOAD SHINGLES ON ROOFS

Rockway Building Supplies is looking 
for labourers to start immediately to
load shingles on roofs for new home 
construction and re-roo�ng projects.

Full time $20.00 per hour

Also requiring D/Z driver to operate 
Boom Truck, NO DRYWALL, Very little 

lifting, competitive wage

Call CARA @ 519-570-2186

WE
GET
THE

WORD 
OUT!

PLACE AN 
AD IN OUR 
CLASSIFIED 

SECTION 
TODAY!

Call: 519-669-5790 
or Visit: 

www.observerxtra.com

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE IS 
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

FOR THURSDAY PUBLICATION
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Country Lane Builders will provide accommodation during 
the hiring process. We would like to thank all applicants, 

however, only those under consideration will be contacted.

FRAMING & TRIM
CARPENTERS

Full Time

required for a growing construction 
company based in Hawkesville.

Country Lane Builders is committed to being 
a leader in the construction industry, always 
looking for continual improvement, safety, 
quality products & service. Experience 
preferred but not required. 

If interested please send your resume to 

sales@clbuilders.ca

Full time retail/packaging room positions. 
Daytime or afternoons. Benefits.

Send resumes to 
terry@stemmlermeats.ca

HELP WANTED

AUCTION

LEGAL NOTICE

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

AUCTION

Part time driver needed for deliveries 2 
days a week. Needs to be reliable, friendly 

and have knowledge of Elmira, 
Kitchener/Waterloo, Cambridge

and Guelph areas.
Requires a G License. Apply in person
at Stemmler Meats in Heidelberg or email 

terry@stemmlermeats.ca

MILL OPERATOR FULL-TIME

Forward resumé to:
 PFI Farms Inc.
 1580 Listowel Rd.,
 Elmira, ON  N3B 2Z3
 Fax: 519-669-4363
 Email:

PFI Inc. requires a self-motivated individual for a full-time 
position making livestock feed. This position includes mixing 
and pelleting of feed with accurate record keeping. Some 
experience would be an asset but willing to train. Must be 
flexible for shift work, with some overtime and weekends if 
required. Competitive wages and benefits are provided.

Woodworking, Welding & Shop Equipment

No BUYERS Premium!!!
Check Website for Up to date lists 

& Pictures

M.R. Jutzi & Co

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

VIEWING: Friday June 1st, 2018, 1 pm to 5 pm
TERMS: $500 Deposit Major Items, or as announced

PROFESSIONALS IN THE ORDERLY LIQUIDATION AND APPRAISALS OF COMMERCIAL, 
INDUSTRIAL, CONSTRUCTION, MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT & VEHICLES  

5100 FOUNTAIN ST. NORTH, BRESLAU, ONTARIO, N0B 1M0

DIVISION OF 658347 ONTARIO INC.,

AUCTION

Sat June 2nd 9:30 am

BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX
5100 FOUNTAIN ST, North, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

to be held at

Forklifts * Office Trailers * Golf Carts * Bandsaw * Table Saws
3- Canoe Molds * Band Cutoff Saw * Metal Hand Brake * Metal 

Lathe * Grinders * Mitre Saws * 6 - Welders * Drill Presses
Mowers * Floor Sander & Nailer * Paint Shaker * Safety Signs

Concrete & Chainsaws * Coil Nailer * Traffic Control Lights

Skid Lots => Elecrical, Coil Nails, Caulking, Abr. Blades, 
Welding Rod, Wiper Blades

CAMPING => Gas Mini Bike +* Axes, Bikes, Stoves, Campfire Grills 
& Cast Iron, Vintage COLEMAN Lantern/Stoves

AMI Attachments Inc, 
located in Hawkesville, requires a

FULL TIME 

ACCOUNTING ASSOCIATE 
to cover an 16 month maternity leave 

beginning Immediately.

Data entry experience and experience with 
Sage Accpac or other accounting package 

an asset but not required. 

Please send your resume to 

lisa@amiattachments.com
No phone calls or drop ins please.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO DISSOLVE 
LOCAL ORGANIC FOOD TEAM

CO-OPERATIVE INC. 

Take Notice Concerning winding up of
LOCAL ORGANIC FOOD TEAM

COOPERATIVE INC. 
Date of Incorporation: May 15, 2008 

Address: 1547 Cedar Spring Rd. 
Elmira, On. N3B 2Z1

This notice is filed under section 163(a) of the 
Co-operative Corporations Act. The special 

resolution requiring the corporation
to be wound up voluntarily was passed/consented 

to by the shareholders of the corporation this 
October 2, 2017. 

Dated at The Township of Woolwich
in the Regional

Municipality of Waterloo
this 23rd day  of May 2018 

Lester Brubacher 
Secretary 

Now Hiring
We are looking for the right person 

for the following position:

HYGIENE SALES REPRESENTATIVE
This position will primarily involve Selling Dairy Farm
Hygiene Products and Farm Supplies to our existing
customer base as well as expanding that base.  
The successful applicant will possess the following
skills and qualifications: 

• Valid Drivers License
• Detail Oriented
• Time management skills
• Dependable, Self Motivated
• Competent working alone
• Flexible for Overtime as required
• Dedicated to working within Corporate 

Safety Guidelines

Based on your experience, we offer competitive wages,
benefits, and an RRSP Program. 

If you are interested in joining a dynamic, progressive, 
detail oriented team who are dedicated to Customer
Service, and quality workmanship, please e-mail
your resume to: 

info@conestogoagri.ca

The perfect candidate will have a natural sales 
personality, and strong communication skills. 
Personality, Dairy experience and drive are more 
important than previous sales experience. 
Must be able to lift heavy containers. (Up to 50kgs)

Licensed 309A Electrician 
Required

Require Experience Installing rigid 
conduit. Must be able to read draw-
ings and turn into finished jobs. 
Require WHIMIS, Fall Arrest Train-
ing, and Skyjack / Lift training cer-
tification. Experience running small 
jobs desirable. Travel to Job-Sites 
required. Benefit plan and company 
sponsored RRSP after 3 months.
Please direct resumés to:

Tim Ropp
Operations Manager
Ziegler Electric Ltd.
101 Bonnie Cres.
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z5
FAX: 519-669-1343

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION SALE 
1196 King St. in St. Jacobs 

for Viola Martin on:

FRIDAY JUNE 8 AT 4:00 PM
HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: secretary desk; 
½ moon table; bookshelf; oak stools; oak 
table and 2 chairs; extension table with 8 
leaves and  chairs – very good; Ridgeway 
oak grandfather clock; couch and chair; 
singled bed; cedar chest; chamber set; 
dresser with unique mirror; bedroom suite 
(double bed, chest of drawers, dresser); 
queen size bed; crocks; sewing machine in 
cabinet; bakeware; cookware; corning ware; 
Electrolux vacuum cleaner; folding chairs; 
lawn chairs; couch; file cabinet; washtub; 
Singer treadle sewing machine – electric; 
3 drawer chest; bedroom suite (double 
bed; chest of drawers; dresser); hall tree; 
chest freezer; canners; fans; child’s sleigh; 
trike; wagon; hand and garden tools; wheel 
barrow; step ladder; canners; park bench; 
team of horses with Conestoga wagon toy; 
Seth Thomas mantel clock; variety of older 
glass and china; dinner sets; crystal; and 
much much more. 
NOTE: an exceptional well kept clean 
auction, full of interesting items. Terms: cash, 
cheque or debit. 

The successful candidate will be a 
reliable Team Player with strong work 

ethics and a positive attitude.
A willingness to learn and the drive to 
succeed! Position responsibilities vary 
from Shipping /Receiving, Assembly, 
Inspection to ensuring all completed 

orders are shipped as scheduled.   
Computer skills would be an asset 
and bene�ts are available. This is a 

full time day shift position reporting to 
the Production Manager.

All interested candidates are invited to submit 
their resume with employment references to 

barb@elmirastoveworks.com or drop off at 285 
Union Street, Elmira Ontario Attn: Barb 

Production
Coordinator

 Has an immediate opening for a 

Please email resumes to:
EMAIL:info@reistindustries.com
or Fax to 519-669-3021
or in person at:
100 Union St., Elmira

Reist Industries continues to serve the 
Custom Manufacturing & Repair needs of 

the Agricultural, Industrial, Transportation 
& Construction Industries since 1947.

We are seeking a dedicated

FABRICATOR /WELDER
&

GENERAL MACHINIST
to add to our team 

of skilled employees.

• We offer competitive wages 
and bene�ts

WELCOME 
TO THE HOME 

FOR 
AREA-WIDE 
AUCTIONS.

FIND OUT ALL ABOUT 
THE LATEST SALE 

DATES EVERY WEEK.
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DOWN-SIZING 
SEMI-RETIREMENT AUCTION

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Office: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website: www.bowmanauctions.ca 

of Tractors, Trucks, Combine, Farm Machinery and farm support 
items for Roger and Linda Bechthold (Bechtold Beef Farms) of 
Petersburg Hwy 7 exit to Notre Dame Dr, head north to Snyders 

Rd. Take Snyders Rd 2 km east to fire #2123. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 9TH AT 10:00 A.M.  
Tractors and Skidsteer White 4-180 Artigulate w cat 210 engine 3 pth, pto, duals all 
around, Case iH MXM 120 4WD cab quicke loader 4700 hrs, Case iH 7120 4 WD with 
Cab. Bobcat 773 diesel skidsteer w bucket and bale speer. 
Restored Antique Tractors Farmall Super M Rowcrop w hydraulics, Farmall Super C 
Rowcrop w hydraulics, Farmall super H Rowcrop, Farmall H Rowcrop w new tires, iH 230 
w quick hitch. All these tractors are in showroom condition all kept running. 
Trucks 1991 GMC Topkick single axle truck w 26” alum livestock box (nice condition), 
1975 GMC truck with tandem axle and alum dump box, 1977 GMC gas truck w 26’ 
alum box tandem axle dump trailer.
Equipment Case iH 5100 21 run seed drill D.D. press wheels, grass box (very nice), 
NH BR7060 round baler w wide p/u, netwrap and twine, (like new), Killbros 490 grain 
buggy w electronic scales (nice), NH 195 tandem axle manure spreader w end gate, 
White 6 row narrow corn planter w liquid fertilizer (nice), Vicon H1050 8 wheel rake 
(nice), Tandem Jiffy High dump wagon, White disc chisel plow 15 shank, NH 355 Mixmill 
w loading auger and long unloading auger, Reist 9’ double auger snow blower w hyd 
chute, 20’ transport sprocket packer, Westfield 8” x 51’ grain auger, Farm Hand high 
moisture grinder blower, 250 bu gravity wagon w fertilizer auger, post hole digger, truck 
framed dump trailer, White 271 disc w rock flex 26’, Gehl 2245 pull type swather, single 
and double reach truck tired wagon gear, 3 pth scraper blade, 3 pth rotary mower, iH 
56 forage blower, 5 section diamond harrows, NH 890 Harvester w 2 row corn (head 
like new), precision tandem axle 700 gallon sprayer w foam markers, single axle small 
vacuum tank.
Combine NH TR86 twin rotor 4 wd, late model 6 row narrow corn head (like new sold 
separate), 12’ older straight head.
Misc 1000 - 20 tires some with rims, 18.4 - 38 T rail duals w hardware, 20.8 - 42 T rail 
duals w hardware, HLA high volume bucket, HLA stone fork, suitcase weights, agri metal 
530 power feed cart, tractor wheel chains, stainless 700 gal tank, variety of 3 pth quick 
hitches, good selection of barn timbers, Butler 16’ and 20’ ring drive silo unloaders, 2-5 
ton hopper bottom feed bins, good selection of scrap steel, New Idea stock chopper 
(parts), large stationary BBQ, 3 pth cement mixer, stainless 2 section evaporator pan, 
pile of heavy plywood, wagon load of farm support items. 
Note A well maintained line up of equipment always kept inside. Owner retiring after 50 
years of successful farming. Land rented out.
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AUCTIONS

FOR SALE

CEMETERY PLOTS FOR sale 
privately in Memory Gardens, 
Breslau at a significantly 
reduced price compared to 
the market value. Located in 
the beautiful Apostle garden. 
Owner not needing them. 
Please contact Cathy at 
226-973-4827.

HILLCEST HOME BAKING 
Chapman’s Ice Cream Sale. 
Premium $3.99, Original 
$2.95, from June 1 - 23.

LAWN FERTILIZER AND LAWN 
SEED - Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in sealed 
bag. Sacrifice $195. Delivery 
available. 519-635-8737.

12’ FLATBED TRAILER - 
7000lb single axle, electric 
brakes, like new. Best offer. 
519-669-0560, Evan Woods

AUCTIONS

FRI. JUNE 8 at 4:00 PM - 
Clearing auction sale of 
household effects; furni-
ture; antiques; collectables 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at 1196 King St. in 
St Jacobs for Viola Martin 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 519 656 
3555 www.jantziauctions.com

OBSERVER CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF 1955 
Packard, antiques, col-
lectibles, household goods 
and miscellaneous items, 
to be held at 488 McPherson 
School Rd., in Glen Morris, 
(off Glen Morris Rd. approx. 
5 miles east of Ayr in Brant 
County), for Ron and Carolyn 
Dancey, on Saturday, June 
9th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138. 

DOWNSIZING RETIRE-
MENT AUCTION of tractors, 
farm machinery and farm 
support items for Roger and 
Linda Bechtold (Bechtold 
Beef Farms) of Petersburg 
Hwy 7 to exit Notre Dame Dr. 
Head north to Snyders Rd., 
take Snyders Rd 2 kms, east 
to fire #2313. Saturday June 
9, 10:00 a.m. Gerald Bowman 
Auctions. 519-638-5708.

SAT. JUNE 9 at 10:00 AM- 
Clearing auction sale of 
tractor; lawn tractor; lawn 
and garden equipment; 
tools; household effects; 
and miscellaneous items to 
be held at 775381 Blandford 
Rd in Innerkip for Bill Deeks. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 519 656 
3555 www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

WED. JUNE 13 at 9:45 AM - 
Clearing auction sale of fur-
niture; antiques; house hold 
effects; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacobs Community Centre 
in St. Jacobs for an area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

06/20 WED. JUNE 20 at 5:00 
- Toy auction off approx. 350 
toys including pedal cars; 
quantity of Lennox banks, 
cars, trucks, etc; farm toys; 
custom Teeswater; etc. 
held at the St. Jacobs Com-
munity Centre in St. Jacobs 
for Bill Cronin (Cronin Emery 
Heating and Air Condition-
ing) with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

WANTED

ANTIQUES - WE Want: Toys, 
cast iron, steel, tin; farm: 
wooden buckets, crates, 
cupboards, apple ladders 
etc. Coloured glass, tin ware, 
crocks, benches, tables, 
stands, good vinyl (jazz, 
rock, blues). Iron Bucket, 
420 St. Andrew St. W. 
Fergus. 519-787-8287. “We 
trade money for good stuff”.

RENTALS

APARTMENT FOR RENT - 
partly furnished, in Elmira. 
No pets and non smoker 
of any type. Single lady 
preferred. $500/mth. Call 
519-669-2081.

PROFESSIONAL COUPLE 
LOOKING to rent farm house 
within 30 mins of Elmira. 
References available. Call 
Paul @ 519-500-9640.

WANTED: ROOM TO rent for 
karate classes. 2-3 hours 
Wed. evenings or Sat. morn-
ings from September to 
June. St. Clements/Heidel-
berg area preferable. Have 
own insurance. References 
available upon request. Call 
Becky at 519-580-1418. 

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON’S DRYWALL AND 
Renovations. Over 35 
years experience. Please 
call 519-496-7539 or email 
ron.spncr@gmail.com

GARAGE SALES

6543 YATTON SIDEROAD, 
Wallenstein. Sat. June 2, 
8a.m. - 12 noon. Household 
items, slide & swings, chairs 
& desk and more. 

FUNDRAISER GARAGE SALE at 
Breslau Mennonite Church. 
Saturday, June 2, 8:00 a.m. 
- noon. Household items, 
furniture, books, perenni-
als & houseplants, cactus, 
baking, BBQ sausage on a 
bun and more! Proceeds go 
towards youth programs. 226 
Woolwich St. South.

HUGE GARAGE SALE in 
Wellesley. Sales at mul-
tiple homes plus vendors 
in arena - 1004 Catherine St. 
Sat. June 2nd, 8a.m.

YARD SALE - 1080 Alfred  St. 
Linwood. Fri. June 1, 1p.m. - 
8 p.m. Sat. June 2, 8a.m. - 12 
noon, weather permitting. 
Mates bed, dresser with 
mirror, household items, 
new baby comforters, bibs 
etc., fabric and more.

#1NEWS 
SOURCE

IN THE REGION

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

GENERAL SERVICES

22 Church St. W., Elmira

519-669-5537
STORE HOURS:

M-W 8-6, TH-F 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

SEE US
FOR &

Window
Screen REPAIRS

BIKE SALES 
& REPAIRS

PROFESSIONAL 
BIKE MECHANIC 

ON STAFF

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

Quality Bedding
Premium 
Softwood

Blown or Pushed Off

We are geared to
meet your timing and
volume requirements

BLENDED TO MEET 
YOUR NEEDS!

Ph: Elmira (519) 669-5219

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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DIRECTORY ADS
GET RESULTS.

SMALL ADS. 
BIG IMPACT.

OUTDOOR SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

Brands You Can Trust

22 Church St. W., Elmira

homewindowfashions.ca

Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537
STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 12-5

WINDOW
FASHIONS

Free in-home 
Consultations.
Call someone 
you can trust.

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

Diesel & Auto Repairs Inc.  Diesel & Auto Repairs Inc.

(Formerly The Kids Diesel Shop)

20A Arthur St. N Elmira ON

(Formerly The Kids Diesel Shop)

“Mechanics You Can Trust”“Mechanics You Can Trust”

20A Arthur St. N Elmira ON
 519-669-8459

CALL US TODAY! 226-220-1196

FREE ESTIMATES ON ANY SIZE JOB

 Drywall & Taping
 Painting
 Flooring Installation

 Trim & Moulding
 Tiling
 Appliance Installation & much more

Over 30 Years
Experience

info@martinandmousso.ca  |  www.martinandmousso.ca

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES
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Mowed,
Cleaned up
without disrupting
your busy schedule 

Call or Text

James The Lawn Guy 

Have your 

LAWN

519.580.5921

YOUR 
BUSINESS

RIGHT 
HERE.

RIGHT IN FRONT OF
YOUR CUSTOMERS

Advertise your business services 
in our service directory. Weekly 
exposure with fantastic results! 

Call Donna at 
519.669.5790 Ext 104.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 
NOTICE OF HEARING
Pursuant to the Planning Act an

 Ontario Regulations 197/96 and 200/96

On June 18, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. the Committee will meet to consider the following 
applications.  All persons interested in the applications may attend and may 
contact Nancy Thompson regarding meeting details or visit the Township Webpage 
– Township Services – Mayor and Council – Agendas and Minutes and select the 
applicable meeting date.

The Committee will also consider submissions for or against the applications 
if submitted to the Township of Woolwich no later than 5:00 p.m. on June 
12, 2018 (Note that this date is before the meeting). Submissions can be 
forwarded to Jeremy Vink at the address noted at the top of this page, by email 
jvink@woolwich.ca or by fax 519-669-4669.  Any submissions received will be 
included in a comment package and presented at the meeting.  Any submissions 
received will be included in a comment package and presented at the meeting.  
This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record 
that is available to the general public at the Committee of Adjustment hearing.  
Please note that while the Committee may redact some personal information such 
as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made 
public in their entirety.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 17/2018 – Nancy Wood, 128 Katherine Street 
North, Winterbourne

ZONE / USE:  Agricultural(A) with site specific provisions / single detached dwelling, 
former log dwelling and accessory structures

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from Section 7.3.1 (e) to permit 
a doddy house on a parcel that is under 35 hectares in area.  The property is 
approximately 22 hectares and received site specific approval in 2004 for a reduced 
lot area.  The applicant is proposing to construct an approximate 94 square metre 
addition, as a doddy house, to the rear of their existing dwelling.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 18/2018 – Cleon and Clara Bauman,2130 New 
Jerusalem Road

ZONE / USE: Agricultural (A) / dairy barn and manure storage facility

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from Section 7.2.8 c) of Zoning By-
law 55-86 to permit the construction of a barn addition, a solid manure storage 
area and new shed for calf hutches at setbacks which are less than the required 
Minimum Distance Separation as follows:

Barn addition
• proposed at a setback of approximately 44 metres from the dwelling at 2131 

New Jerusalem Road whereas 106 metres is required;

• proposed at a setback of approximately 13 metres from the property line 
adjacent to New Jerusalem Road whereas 21 metres is required.

The barn addition will align with the existing barn.

Solid Manure Storage Area
• proposed at a setback of approximately 80 metres from the dwelling at 2131 

New Jerusalem Road whereas 106 metres is required; and

Shed for Calf Hutches
• proposed at a setback of approximately 88 metres from the dwelling at 2131 

New Jerusalem Road whereas 106 metres is required.

The applicant is proposing to construct a 225 square metre addition on the south side of 
the existing livestock barn, a new 483 square metres solid manure storage facility to the 
rear of the existing manure runoff tank and a new 540 square metre shed for calf hutches 
and machinery storage.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 19/2018 – Ryan and Amanda Castle,9 Wren 
Court, Elmira

ZONE / USE: Residential Medium Density (R-3) / single detached dwelling

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting relief from the following:

• Section 12.2 to recognize the existing lot width of approximately 9 metres, 
whereas 15 metres is required;

• Section 12.3 a) to recognize the existing lot frontage of approximately 7 metres, 
whereas 12 square metres is required; and

• Section 12.4 to reduce the westerly side yard setback from 1.2 metres to 
approximately 0.9 metres;

in order to permit a dwelling addition.

The applicant is proposing a two storey dwelling addition (total floor area of 
approximately 52 square metres) to the existing 162 square metre dwelling.  The 
proposed addition will be in line with the existing dwelling.  The existing deck is 
proposed to be removed.

CONSENT APPLICATIONS B 6/2018 and B7/2018 – Breslau Mennonite Church, 208 
- 226 Woolwich Street South, Breslau

ZONE / USE: Settlement Residential (R-1), Institutional (P) with site specific 
provisions / church and cemetery

PROPOSAL: The applicant is requesting permission to sever a parcel of land for the 
purpose of creating a new multiple residential property.  To facilitate the proposal 
the applicant is requesting the following applications:

• B 6/2018 – to sever an irregular shaped parcel of land, being approximately 
1.25 hectares in area and having approximately 17 metres of frontage on 
Woolwich Street South, from the rear of the lands located at 208 – 226 Woolwich 
Street South.  The proposed severed lands are currently vacant and subject to 
an application for rezoning to Residential Multiple with Design Guidelines (R-
7A) for development of an apartment building.  The proposed retained lands 
contain a church and cemetery.

• B 7/2018 – to grant an irregular shaped servicing easement, being 
approximately 0.25 square metres in area, on a portion of the proposed severed 
lands in favour of the proposed retained lands (Breslau Mennonite Church) for 
a future sanitary connection to Fireside Drive.

NOTICE OF THE DECISION:  Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision 
will be sent to owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people 
who sign the register at the meeting.  If you wish to be notified of the decision 
of the Committee of Adjustment in respect to an application, you must submit a 
written request (to the Secretary-Treasurer – Nancy Thompson ext. 6040) or sign 
the register at the meeting.  This will also entitle you to be advised of a possible 
Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.

APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS:  Anyone in opposition 
to a decision may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.  The 
Tribunal may dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant did not 
make oral or written submissions to the Committee of Adjustment before a decision 
was given, or does not provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make 
a submission to the Committee.
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Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

ARE YOU THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING IN 2018? CALL US TODAY AND WE CAN HELP YOU ACHIEVE THIS!

BUILT BY PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES - PERFECT FOR EMPTY NESTERS. 
PRICED AT $459,900  These executive style bungalow towns offer all main floor conveniences.  Open concept layout, 
gorgeous custom kitchens complete with island/breakfast bar, hardwood floors in the great room, gas fireplace and 
walkouts, master offers a walk-in closet and full ensuite bath with walk-in shower, main floor laundry/mudroom, 
central air conditioning, privacy fencing + more included!   Call today for further details and to reserve your unit today!  
AUGUST CLOSINGS AVAILABLE.  Located in the South Parkwood subdivision on Buroak Drive.  EXCLUSIVE

FREEHOLD BUNGALOW TOWN HOMES 

IMPRESSIVE TWO STOREY
$549,000 ELMIRA BETTER THAN 
NEW!  You can’t re-build at this price.  
Eye-catching 3 yr old single detached 
home complete with 5 appliances, 
central air conditioning, water 
softener, gas fireplace, granite counter 
tops, sliding door to deck, fenced yard 
and shed.  3 bedrooms including 
master with upgraded ensuite & 
walk-in closet, upper level laundry, 
good sized unspoiled basement with 
extra large windows.  MLS

$754,900 Gorgeous Custom built 
bungalow on treed lot.  Completely 
finished offering approx. 3500 SQ.FT of 
finished living space.  Inviting open 
concept layout with large principle 
rooms perfect for entertaining.  Private 
backyard offers a deck, firepit & shed.  3 
bedrooms including main floor master 
w/ensuite, walk-up basement offers 
wetbar, oversized rec room.  Triple+ car 
garage!  MLS

SAT, JUNE 2ND • 10AM-12PM 
16 WELWOOD AVE, WELLESLEY

ELMIRA 
INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITY
$494,000 / $519,000 
ELMIRA Downtown location, 
attractive adjoining commer-
cial buildings on Arthur and 
Church Street for sale. Long 
term tenants for both the 
main floor commercial and the 
8 residential apartments. MLS

ELMIRA BUNGALOW
$528,900 Looking for a 
lovely updated home on a 
mature wooded lot? This 
stunning property and home 
offers welcoming decor, 
hardwood flooring, awesome 
"Muskoka Room" with gas 
burning stove and an 
abundance of windows, lovely 
kitchen with quartz counters 
and spacious dinette, finished 
basement and so much more.  
Downtown is only minutes 
away for walking. MLS   

OPEN HOUSE 
hardwood flooring, awesome 
"Muskoka Room" with gas 
burning stove and an 
abundance of windows, lovely 
kitchen with quartz counters 
and spacious dinette, finished 
basement and so much more.  
Downtown is only minutes 
away for walking. MLS   

 This 
stunning property and home 
offers welcoming decor, 
hardwood flooring, awesome 

and spacious dinette, finished 
basement and so much more.  

offers welcoming decor, 
hardwood flooring, awesome 
"Muskoka Room" with gas 
burning stove and an 
abundance of windows, lovely 
kitchen with quartz counters 
and spacious dinette, finished 

SOLD

REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE ADS CONTINUE ON PAGE 22

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Waterloo - Space for Home-based Business Close 
to WLU and downtown core. This 3 bedroom home 
has an eat in kitchen, finished rec room, deck, 
gardens & single garage. The large family room is 
currently set up as a hair salon  with parking for 2 off 
of Bridgeport as well as a parking lot for at least 3 
cars off of Margaret Ave. This property is perfect for 
a growing family and/or home based business!$425,000$425,000

Waterloo - Bright 3 bedroom home in the 
historic Mary Allen neighbourhood, backing 
onto Mary Allen Park, only 2 doors down 
from the new Spur Line path and a short 
walk to Elizabeth Ziegler P.S. Many updates 
including kitchen (2009), gas fireplace in 
dining room, windows, toilets, plumbing, 
wiring and much more. Original character is 
evident in the mahogany woodwork and 
French doors as well as the beautiful cedar 
front door. Partially finished rec room and 
detached single car garage.$499,000$499,000$499,000

Drayton - Spectacular open-concept 3 
bedroom bungalow (2013) with 9' ceilings.  
Large kitchen has cherry cabinets, gas 
stove and huge island while living room has 
gas fireplace and 10’ ceiling. Master with 
walk in closet & 4pc ensuite. Main floor 
laundry has loads of storage. Oversized 
double garage with air compressor and 
220 service. Unfinished basement (1600sq 
ft) with rough-in for bathroom and 9' 
ceilings. Back yard has privacy hedge, 
20x25 deck, shed and play structure.   $570,000$570,000$570,000

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, June 2nd  10am-Noon
194 Bridgeport Road East

THANK-YOU
FOR CHOOSING

RE/MAX! 3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

TIME FOR A CHANGE? WE CAN HELP!

$449,900$449,900

Elmira - Spacious Century Home - Per fect for 
your growing family! Large principal rooms, eat 
in k itchen and 4 bedrooms including a master 
with private balcony. High baseboards and 9f t 
cei l ings throughout , with modern updates such 
as f looring and a brand new 4pc bathroom. 
Par tial ly fenced private yard with f ire pit and 
shed. Walk up from the basement to the 
insulated heated garage. Close to down town 
and the new Riverside P.S . - Call today to make 
this your home!

 WE CAN HELP!
- Spacious Century Home - Per fect for 

$499,000$499,000$499,000$499,000

Bright 3 bedroom home in the 
historic Mary Allen neighbourhood, backing 
onto Mary Allen Park, only 2 doors down 
from the new Spur Line path and a short 
walk to Elizabeth Ziegler P.S. Many updates 
including kitchen (2009), gas fireplace in 
dining room, windows, toilets, plumbing, dining room, windows, toilets, plumbing, 
wiring and much more. Original character is 
evident in the mahogany woodwork and 
French doors as well as the beautiful cedar 

Bright 3 bedroom home in the 
historic Mary Allen neighbourhood, backing 

Bright 3 bedroom home in the 
historic Mary Allen neighbourhood, backing 
onto Mary Allen Park, only 2 doors down 
from the new Spur Line path and a short 
walk to Elizabeth Ziegler P.S. Many updates 
including kitchen (2009), gas fireplace in 
dining room, windows, toilets, plumbing, 
wiring and much more. Original character is SOLD

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

Building Lot | Tobermory |  $36,000
Building lot on Dyers Bay Rd, South of Tobermory. MLS  Call Dale.

NEW LISTING | Moorefield |  $332,000
Large 2 storey brick 4 bedroom on large double lot. Huge eat in kitchen, 
classic front porch, original woodwork, high 9 ft ceilings, walk up attic. 
More. MLS. Call Dale

 Now is always the right time to put your house on the 
Market. Inventory is low so still a Sellers market. For a 
free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  

call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Milverton – Bring your family home to 
Milverton! This brand new two storey 
1848 sq ft house will come with 9’ 
ceilings, 3 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms, 
including a master ensuite. Constructed 
with high quality workmanship, located 
on a quiet street and backing onto 
woodlands, this is the perfect place to 
raise your active family. Milverton offers 
many amenities including a beautiful rec 
centre with an arena, outdoor pool, 
sports fields and playground plus a 
weekly Farmers Market from June-Octo-
ber. This vibrant community is just waiting 
for you to come and be a part of it. $449,000
ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA   DIRECT: 519-503-2753 

EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net
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REAL ESTATE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 21

A spacious, 3 bdrm, 2 full bath, open concept, remodeled, raised bungalow on a 
large, mature lot. Offers over 2000 sq ft of total living space.  Updates include: roof, 
windows, doors, flooring on both levels done 2016. New A/C 2018. Brand new 
bathroom just completed 2018. Enjoy "front porch" living on the new stamped 
concrete patio (2017) on a quiet sought after street.

PRIVATE SALE Open House June 2nd & 3rd from 2:30-5pm 57 Falcon Dr. Elmira

$550,000

For more information call 519.500.5916

LET OUR 65+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

HECKENDORN

Cell:

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

HECKENDORN

519.588.7562

LUKE
SHANTZ
Sales Rep.

Cell: 519.584.4400

Why drive for hours? Enjoy this west facing 3 sea-
son cottage on the water. 2 bdrms with open con-
cept living room and kitchen/dining area. Enclosed 
sunporch.3pc. bathroom. Your guests will enjoy the 
privacy of the bunkie. Well treed. MLS 

LOT 205, CONESTOGA LAKE 

$269,900

Country living on the edge of HEIDELBERG. 1/3 
acre lot. Brick bungalow w/3 bedrooms, living 
room and eat-in kitchen. Partially fin. bsmt. Forced 
air propane furnace, central air.Steel roof.  

2499 KRESSLER ROAD, ST. CLEMENTS

$349,900

You won’t be disappointed with this custom built 
home that is tastefully decorated! Hdwd. & ceram-
ics on main level. Main floor den/office w/walkout. 
Covered rear porch & concrete patio. Some in-floor 
heating (2 heat zones – great for utility costs!)Lovely 
kitchen w/walk-in pantry & spacious dining area. Huge 
master bdrm. & 5 pc. ensuite. Partially fin. bsmt). MLS 

78 GERBER MEADOW DR. WELLESLEY

$639,900

Affordable Condo with low monthly fees. End unit. 
Two large bedrooms. Electric fireplace. Newer carpet 
on steps and basement. 2pc. bath in lower level. 6 
appliances included. Newer sliding door to patio area. 
Quiet building. MLS 

30 FLAMINGO DR. UNIT 29C ELMIRA

$217,500

Single family bungalow under $450,000.!Spacious 
kitchen w/oak cupboards & dishwasher. Hdwd 
floor in L.R. Updated bathroom. Rec. room w/gas 
fireplace, den, office & 3pc.bath in lower level. 
Updated windows and doors. Shingles (2013).
Newer deck. Partially encl. carport. Extra-long dble. 
driveway. MLS 

9 PHEASANT DRIVE, ELMIRA 

$439,900

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

Country living on the edge of HEIDELBERG. 1/3 
acre lot. Brick bungalow w/3 bedrooms, living 
room and eat-in kitchen. Partially fin. bsmt. Forced 
air propane furnace, central air.Steel roof.  

2499 KRESSLER ROAD, ST. CLEMENTS2499 KRESSLER ROAD, ST. CLEMENTS

$349,900$349,900

Country living on the edge of HEIDELBERG. 1/3 

air propane furnace, central air.Steel roof.  

Country living on the edge of HEIDELBERG. 1/3 
acre lot. Brick bungalow w/3 bedrooms, living 
room and eat-in kitchen. Partially fin. bsmt. Forced 
air propane furnace, central air.Steel roof.  SOLD

Affordable Condo with low monthly fees. End unit. 
Two large bedrooms. Electric fireplace. Newer carpet 
on steps and basement. 2pc. bath in lower level. 6 
appliances included. Newer sliding door to patio area. 

30 FLAMINGO DR. UNIT 29C ELMIRA30 FLAMINGO DR. UNIT 29C ELMIRA

$217,500$217,500

Affordable Condo with low monthly fees. End unit. 

Quiet building. MLS 

Affordable Condo with low monthly fees. End unit. 
Two large bedrooms. Electric fireplace. Newer carpet 
on steps and basement. 2pc. bath in lower level. 6 
appliances included. Newer sliding door to patio area. 
Quiet building. MLS SOLD

Serving the community for 25 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

Serving the community for 25 years!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

R
Be

DIREC

FREE Market Evaluation

$139,900 ELMIRA
Business Opportunity! Here's a chance to be your 
own boss. Pizza shop in Elmira operated for 11 years 
by current owner. Includes chattels, fixtures and 
inventory. MLS. Call Bert to view.

$375,000                       WELLINGTON NORTH

HOBBY FARM! Located in Wellington North, this 9.98 
acre property offers a 4 bedroom bungalow with open 
concept dining, living, kitchen. Large work shop, 2 
small barns, a pond and a small pasture field. The 
property is approximately half wooded. MLS

 WELLINGTON NORTH

HOBBY FARM! Located in Wellington North, this 9.98 
acre property offers a 4 bedroom bungalow with open 
concept dining, living, kitchen. Large work shop, 2 
small barns, a pond and a small pasture field. The 
property is approximately half wooded. MLS

SOLD

SELLING
YOUR HOME?

ADVERTISE IT IN ONTARIO’S 
BEST COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Doggonit, everyone 
loves a birthday!

Surprise your loved 
ones with a notice in 

The Observer.
Book an ad online or by 

calling 519-669-5790

ADVERTISE

FIND SOMETHING.
SELL ANYTHING.

THE OBSERVER IS THE PLACE TO BE.

PRINTING SERVICES
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FAMILY ALBUM

IN MEMORIAM ANNIVERSARY

OBITUARYOBITUARYOBITUARY

DEATH NOTICE

HARVEY, Janet Elaine - Peacefully passed away on 
Tuesday, May 22, 2018, at Grand River Hospital, at the age 
of 75 years. 

KUNTZE, Erma (Jantzi) - Passed away peacefully surround-
ed by her family on Tuesday, May 22, 2018 at her residence, 
Knollcrest Lodge, Milverton, born 90 years ago, August 30, 
1927, in Wellesley Township.

RANDALL, Shirley (nee Gagne) - Passed away peacefully, 
with family by her side, on Wednesday, May 23, 2018 at 
Twin Oaks of Maryhill at the age of 92. 

WAGLER, Ruth Marie - Of Newton, Ontario, called into the 
presence of her Lord and Saviour on Tuesday, May 22, 2018 
at the age of 73 years. Ruth was born in Wellesley Town-
ship October 26, 1944.

Woodall, Judith Ann
Passed away peacefully at the Grand 
River Hospital on Friday, May 25, 
2018, at the age of 72 years. Judy (nee 
Austin) Woodall was the beloved wife 
of John Woodall of Elmira. Loving 
mother of Tracy (Steve) Martin and 
Kelly Woodall (Darcy Will). Much 
loved grandmother of Tyler and Madi. 
Dear sister-in-law of Gloria Austin. 
She was predeceased by her parents 
James and Florence (nee Lush) Austin 
and her brother Jim Austin. She was 
a longtime employee of Crompton 
Company. Judy was a very kind, 
thoughtful and generous lady who 
cared deeply for family and friends. 
She truly loved cards, board games 
and was a very competitive Scrabble 
player. Judy loved her grandchildren 
and was an avid supporter of their 
sporting activities. She will be deeply 
missed by all who knew her. At Judy’s 
request cremation has taken place and 
there will be no visitation or public 
service. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to The Lung Association of 
Ontario or Friends of Hockey would 
be appreciated and may be arranged 
through the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Vera L.
Died peacefully at Heritage House, St. 
Jacobs, on Saturday, May 26, 2018, at the 
age of 89 years. Vera will be remembered 
for her kindness and grace, traits she 
demonstrated throughout her life 
and carried with her as Alzheimer’s 
progressed.   Predeceased by her much 
loved husband the late Earl S. Martin 
(2013). She will be deeply missed 
by her daughter Gloria (Duane) Eby 
and sons Glenn (Pauline) and Kevin. 
Grandmother of Sarah and Ben (Hina) 
Eby, Carly, Fraser (Kelitta), and Simon 
(Yvonne) Martin. Great-grandmother 
of Izaac and Bryson Martin, and Ava 
Eby. Twin sister of Verna Weber, sister-
in-law of Marg Weber, and sister-in-law 
of Abner S. (Ruth) Martin. Predeceased 
by her parents Orphen and Catherine 
(Cressman) Weber, sister Mary and 
brother-in-law Ray Yoder, brothers 
Lewis Weber and David Weber, sisters-
in-law and brothers-in-law Mildred 
and Abner B. Martin and Leonard and 
Fern Martin. Earl and Vera enjoyed 
operating their dairy farm near West 
Montrose as partners. After the dairy 
herd was sold in 1978, they had time 
to enjoy extensive world travel and 
visiting with friends and family while 
remaining deeply active in their faith 
community. A special thank you to the 
staff at Heritage House for their care of 
Vera during these last years. The family 
will receive relatives and friends for 
memorial visitation on Friday, June 
1, 2018 from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. The interment will take 
place on Saturday, June 2, 2018 at 10 
a.m. in Elmira Mennonite Cemetery 
followed by a memorial service at 10:30 
a.m. at Elmira Mennonite Church, 58 
Church St. W., Elmira. After the service 
there will be a reception in the church 
hall. In Vera’s memory, donations to 
MCC or Elmira Mennonite Church 
would be appreciated as expressions of 
sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Axt, Viola Lillie
Viola passed away peacefully at 
Barnswallow Place Care Community, 
Elmira, on Saturday, May 26, 2018, 
at the age of 96 years. Viola (Israel) 
Axt was the beloved wife of the late 
Helmer Axt (2013). Dear mother of 
Verneda Prentice of Waterloo. Loved 
grandmother of Brenda and Darryl 
McWaters of Hamilton, and Brad and 
Laurie Prentice of Elmira. Loving 
great-grandmother of Grace and 
Nathalie McWaters, Ethan, Aidan and 
Rylie Prentice. Lovingly remembered 
by many nieces and nephews. She was 
predeceased by her parents Charles 
and Clara (Ernst) Israel, son-in-law 
Carl Prentice (1998), siblings Roy 
(Edna) Israel, Percy (Mary) Israel, Rella 
Clark, and Pearl (Walter) Spencer, 
and her sister-in-law Thelma (Grant) 
Schneider. The family would like to 
thank the nurses and staff of Pheasant 
Run at Barnswallow Place for their 
kind care. The funeral service was held 
on Tuesday, May 29, 2018 at 2 p.m., 
with visiting one hour prior, at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. A reception followed. 
Interment took place in Elmira 
Union Cemetery. In Viola’s memory, 
donations to St. James Lutheran 
Church, Elmira would be appreciated 
as expressions of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Congratulations on 50 Years Together

Congratulations on your golden anniversary Mom & Dad. 
To celebrate please join us on June 9, 2018 at the 

Elmira Royal Canadian Legion between 2 and 5 p.m. 
Best wishes only please.

Bill and Judy (Burrows) Lackner celebrate 
50 years of marriage on June 8, 2018.

Thomas, 
David 
Ward

A memorial 
service is being 
held for family 
and friends on

Saturday, 
June 9, 2018

at the 
Calvary United 

Church,
48 Hawkesville,

St. Jacobs

from

1-4PM

STAG & DOE

ANNIVERSARY

Stag and Doe for
Deni Eckensweiler & 

Eric Boose

Elmira Lion’s Hall
40 South Street West, Elmira

Great raffle prizes, 50/50 draw, food and games
Tickets available at the door for $10

June 9, 2018 at 7pm

Please join us in celebrating 
Lloyd and Candie Brubacher’s

fifty years of marriage

with an open house on

Sunday June 3rd,
from 2-4 pm at 

Parkview Manors. 

30 Florapine Rd 
R.R.# 1 Elmira Ont. N3B 2Z1

Best Wishes only

MAKE YOUR OWN 

HEADLINES  
IN THE COMMUNITY.

GET THE WORD OUT  
IN THE OBSERVER!

FAMILY ALBUM DEADLINE WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

NEWS 
SOURCE#1

IN THE REGION

IN MEMORIAM

In memory of Craig Snider 
who passed away 

May 30, 2017
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LIVING HERE
ACADEMIA / PEOPLE POWER

What’s in a marinade 
anyway? The summer 
heat in May has brought 
on fewer dishes and more 
grilling!  

The art of BBQ is a pas-
sion for some – the long 
process of slow cooking 
and getting the smoker 
going. For others, it’s all 
about the marinade. 

The addition of mari-
nating provides flavour 
and can also break down 
some of the toughness 
of the meat. Some mari-
nades contain an acid 
such as lemon or vinegar, 
which can produce a ten-
der steak from a lesser cut 
of meat like flank or skirt 
steak. 

We all love the striploin 
and tenderloin but can’t 
always afford them. The 
Argentinean sauce Chimi-
churri can make any steak 
sing. 

This Chimichurri will 
last in the fridge but can 
be easily added to the 
steak and frozen for later. 
Enjoy the Que!

A good 
marinade 
can liven 
up your 
BBQ 
options

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

FAISAL ALI

ROBOTICS | 27

The EDSS robotics 
team celebrated the end 
of their stellar season by 
recognizing the contribu-
tions of its star members. 
Hosting an awards cer-
emony last week, the fi-
nalists at this year’s First 
Robotics World Champi-
onships voted on their 

EDSS robotics team celebrates a banner year by handing out awards and accolades

fellow team members for 
a suite of awards in differ-
ent categories.

Travelling to Detroit 
last month for the world 
championships, the EDSS 
team climbed all the way 
to the coveted Einstein 
round of the tournament, 
pitting them against the 
best of the best from 
among 400 teams.

“It was a crazy awe-
some experience to make 
it that far,” said Blake 
Roemer, a driver on the 
team who was voted by 
his peers for the Lancelot 
Leadership Award. The 
Lancelot Award is the 
closest the team has to an 
MVP award, and it’s rare 
for a Grade 10 student like 
Roemer to be selected. 

“Einstein’s, it’s basically 
what every team aspires 
to get to at the end of 
each year.”

While Roemer is a 
newcomer to the team, 
Cameron Beaudoin-Hayes 
has been around since 
the beginning. In his fifth 
year at EDSS, Beaudoin-
Hayes joined the team 
when it first started, and 

this year was the winner 
of the Entrepreneurship 
Award.

To see the team go from 
humble roots to a world-
class competitor has been 
quite an experience for 
him.

“It’s fascinating hon-
estly. Just knowing that 

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

The members of the EDSS robotics team recognized by their peers for their outstanding contributions. Surrounding the team’s robot are award winners Alexis Windatt, Zoë Peev, Cameron Beaudoin-Hayes, Matt Kordasiewicz, Blake 
Roemer and Matt Dunn. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Adding the human touch  
to a high-tech undertaking

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited 
Test & Repair Facility

Contaminants such as pollen, dust and 
mould spores can easily enter a vehicle’s 
passenger compartment through the A/C, 
heating and ventilation systems, making 
the air in the car 6 times dirtier than the 
air outside. It’s a good idea to have your 
cabin air fi lter checked regularly. If you 
have any questions we are happy to help! 
-Brad
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Tuesday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

1440 King St. N, Bldg. 3, St. Jacobs 
519-664-3737 | www.stjacobsmodelrailway.com

Hours: SAT 10AM to 5PM, SUN 12 Noon to 5PM
SPECIAL: Open Victoria Day, Mon. May 21 – 10AM to 5PM

One of North America’s BEST model railways

St. Jacobs & AberfoyleSt. Jacobs & Aberfoyle
MODEL RAILWAY

MAY 31

LIONS BINGO AT LIONS Hall. Join us at 7 p.m. Proceeds 
to support the Legion Ladies Auxiliary Bursary Fund.

JUNE 1

PIGTAIL DINNER AT THE Elmira Legion. Join us 
downstairs at 6 p.m., $12 per person.

JUNE 2

BIKE TUNE-UP AND BBQ at Elmira Mennonite Church 
from 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Join us for a free, family 
friendly bike tune-up and BBQ. Check out the bike 
rodeo and other activities teaching handling and 
safety. Resourced by Cycling into the Future.

JUNE 5

CLIENT REUNION ST. JACOBS Midwives. All current 
& former families cared for by St. Jacobs midwives 
are welcome! Snacks and refreshments provided. 
Tuesday, June 5, 2018 4–7 p.m. St. Jacobs clinic site 
www.stjacobsmidwives.on.ca.

JUNE 8

ST. TERESA OF AVILA’S 29th Annual Garden Party 
from 5 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Enjoy our community BBQ 
in the church hall (until 8 p.m.) and an outdoor 
snack booth. Lots of fun for young and old - bingo, 
penny table, silent auction, bouncies, video games, 
inside and outside activities. This year we also have 
a book sale. The evening ends with fireworks at 
9:30 p.m. All welcome.

JUNE 13

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY DINING AT Calvary United 
Church, St. Jacobs at noon. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for lunch, fellowship and 
entertainment; $11. Call 519-664-1900 by June 11 to 
sign up.

JUNE 14

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT the Breslau Community 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship; $6. Please 
call 5-9-664-1900 before June 11 to sign up.

JUNE 16

MARYHILL KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 10th Annual Car 
Show and Shine. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Maryhill 
Community Centre. Free admission for both cars and 
spectators. BBQ, door prizes, raffles, live music and 
cash bar. All funds to local charities.

JUNE 18

ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society Speaker. 
Dan Cooper, “Gardening From A Hammock” (How To 
Create A Low-Maintenance Garden) at Trinity United 
Church from 7:30-9 p.m. Members free; non-members $2. 
New members welcome.

JUNE 19

TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE Presbyterian Church  
from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Cold ham, salads, bread, 
dessert, beverage; $12.

JUNE 20

YOUNG AT HEART SUMMER Picnic. Please join us for 
an outdoor picnic at the Optimist Pavilion outside the 
St Clements Community Centre from noon - 4 p.m. 
Music, games and pulled pork for lunch!! No Charge 
but you must register at 519-664-1900 by June 11.

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT the Wellesley Community 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship; $6. Please 
call 5-9-664-1900 before June 18 to sign up.

JUNE 23

TASTE OF WOOLWICH FROM 8 a.m. -1 p.m. at the Elmira 
Farmers’ Market (behind Township Hall.)  Meet your 
community food producers, gardening & cooking 
demos, learn about dairy farming, then & now, 
children’s activities, live animals, pop-up playground 
and Mootilda the Cow For more information visit 
www.healthywoolwich.org

JUNE 25

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship; $6. Please 
call 5-9-664-1900 before June 21 to sign up.

JUNE 27

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY DINING AT Linwood Community 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for lunch, fellowship and entertainment; 
$11. Call 519-664-1900 by June 25 to sign up.

REACH
OUT
Spread the word, advertise your 
service here every week.

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

9:30 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

Pastor Fanoise Legesse

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30am Sunday School

10:45am Worship Service

Seeing What’s Right 
in God’s Eyes

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

Sunday, June 3rd

10:45 am

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Confronted by 
Jesus (Acts. 9)
Fred Lichti preaching

Worship: 9:30am

ecelmira.com  

 Emmanuel 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 
Worship Service Sundays 10:30am 

519.669.5030 

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973
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ACROSS
1. Fritter and ___ the 

hours in an offhand 
way

6. First book of Ketuvim
12. Proto-France
16. Performer in the flesh
17. Temper
18. Freud’s youngest
19. Made by stealthness
22. “Absolutely!”
23. Cheat, slangily
24. More than one priests’ 

abode
25. Drone, killer, hivemind
26. Coal container
27. Wheely publication
30. Affect
31. Backhander
35. Resistance is futile!
36. Gastric woe
37. Mossy stalk
40. Bolivian capital
43. Uncountable liquid
44. Spooky mind matters
46. Tape archive
47. Melville’s way
51. Always, in verse

52. 2Klb
53. Toxic nemesis
54. Hard to please
55. Forbidden: Var.
57. Came all the way to die
59. Strategic Tzu
60. Silent treatment
66. Classically ABA, ABACA, 

or ABACABA
68. Dash lengths
69. “Smoking or ___?”
70. Can’t make a boa from 

this one no more
71. Record holders?
73. 100 lbs.
74. Give off
75. Lines in the sky
80. ___ and terminer
81. Passion
82. Risk taker
83. This lake’s monster 

wants, “Tree fiddy”
84. Took five
85. Coasters
DOWN
1. Sushi burner
2. Insight
3. Main cloud cleaner

4. Conflicted
5. “... ___ he drove out of 

sight”
6. Tarnish
7. Quip quickly
8. Drop the bet, become 

one of THEM
9. Botanical garland
10. Great leaper
11. Urban blight
12. Boobie cousins
13. Inducing no sensation
14. Not yet mounted stone
15. Less fancy lariat
20. Canadian rockers
21. Canadian rockers
26. Bidding
27. That sounds nice
28. Australian or American, 

not British TV
29. Sorta green
32. Trumpet, trombone, 

tuba, Gabriel
33. Atomic particle
34. At one time, at one 

time
38. Charge
39. Land fighters

40. “Let it stand”
41. Nitrogenous breakdown 

product
42. Boils
43. Life instructions
45. New Guinea native
48. Short nut
49. Steven’s fair
50. Fluff
56. Those who do not
58. Unsure sounds
59. Great _____!
61. Bamboozles
62. Towards the within
63. Confine against their 

will
64. Made invalid
65. Cafeteria-goers
66. Scout’s mission
67. Daisy variety
72. Twinkle, twinkle
73. Game name
74. And others
76. Anger
77. Show filler
78. Auction offering
79. Driver’s lic. and others

Many of today’s commonplace foods were nothing of the sort until introduced

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. Avocados, dates, kale, 
mangoes, Meyer lemons, 
nectarines, peaches, 
pomegranates, quinoa, 
seedless grapes, water-
melon — what do these 
foods have in common?
A. They were not part of 
the American diet until 
globe-trotting botanist and 
“food spy” David Fair-
child (1869-1954) intro-
duced them around the 
turn of the 20th century, 
says Anna Diamond in 
“Smithsonian” magazine, 
reviewing David Stone’s 
book “The Food Explorer.” 
Before that time, American 
meals were about subsis-

tence, relying on wheat 
and potatoes. Fairchild’s 
mission, “sanctioned by 
the president and the sec-
retary of agriculture, was to 
fi nd exotic crops and bring 
them back,” and that he 
and his team did: avoca-
does from Chile, dates from 
Iraq, kale from Croatia, 
peaches and citrus from 
China, pomegranates from 
Malta, quinoa from Peru 
and much more. Under the 
auspices of the new Offi  ce 
of Seed and Plant Intro-
duction, Fairchild and the 
Department of Agriculture 
created a system to dis-
tribute seeds, cuttings and 
growing tips that changed 
the face of American agri-
culture.

Beer lovers can also 
credit Fairchild for travel-
ing to Bavaria, where he 

befriended German grow-
ers that had the world’s 
best hops. Because of his 
covert work, he eventu-
ally brought them back to 
the U.S., “helping balloon 
America’s hops-growing 
industry.”

Likewise, visitors to 
Washington, D.C., in the 
spring to see the flower-
ing cherry trees can thank 
Fairchild, who on a trip to 
Japan first saw them and 
arranged to have them 
shipped to his Maryland 
home, attracting many 
sightseers. In 1912, the 
trees were planted on the 
National Mall.
Q. The English language 
is rich in words that 
describe things, ideas 
or persons in a direct, 
targeted form. Can you 
defi ne the following 

four: “andocracy,” “arc-
tophile,” “pinetum” and 
“sillage”?
A. You probably know 
that the root “cracy” means 
“rule of,” so combining it 
with “andro” for “male” 
gives us “a system ruled 
by men,” says Anu Garg on 
his website, A.Word.A.Day. 
The root “phile” in “arcto-
phile” signifi es “love” but 
less familiar is “arctos,” 
from the Greek meaning 
“bear.” Thus, an “arcto-
phile” is “someone who is 
very fond of teddy bears or 
collects them.” “Pinetum” 
(py-NEE-tum), derived 
from the Latin “pinus” or 
“pine,” means “an arbo-
retum of coniferous trees 
such as pines.”

Finally, let’s linger a bit 
on “sillage,” from French 
“sillage,” meaning a “wake” 

or “trail.” First used in the 
early 1800s, it describes 
“the trail of scent that 
lingers behind from a per-
fume,” or “the degree to 
which it lingers.” 
Q. What do the follow-
ing natural elements 
have in common: fl ower 
petals, seed heads, a 
snail’s shell, butterfl y 
wings, a starfi sh, a snow-
fl ake and the Milky Way?
A. They’re all examples 
of “hidden maths,” reports 
“How It Works: Book of 
Amazing Science.” Seed 
heads and many fl ower 
petals, for instance, are 
structured according to the 
Fibonacci Sequence, where 
each number is the sum of 
the previous two: 1, 1, 2, 3, 
5, 8, 13, 21 and so on. Seed 
heads are often arranged in 
intricate Fibonacci spirals. 

The complex pattern 
of the spiral of a snail’s 
shell, on the other hand, 
expresses the ratio between 
subsequent numbers in the 
Fibonacci Sequence (close 
to 1.618), known as the 
“golden ratio.” 

Finally, from the ar-
rangement of a snowflake 
to the vast structure of 
the Milky Way, symmetry 
reigns. Notice that but-
terfly’s wings are bilater-
ally symmetrical, while 
a starfish is radially sym-
metrical. 

Now, at least these hid-
den maths are hidden no 
more.

SUBMIT PHOTOS ONLINE: www.ObserverXtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroadSUBMIT PHOTOS ONLINE: www.ObserverXtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroad

ATTENTION:

WORLD TRAVELLERS
Bring your Observer,

snap a pic with it when 
on vacation, send to 
the Observer and get

published in a future edition.

Bring your Observer,
snap a pic with it when 

on vacation, send to 
the Observer and get

published in a future edition.
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ROBOTICS: Capping off a successful year
FROM | 24

you’ve become a part of 
something that’s grown 
so big is overwhelming 
almost,” he said. Next 
year, Beaudoin-Hayes will 
be heading to post-sec-
ondary – though he says 
he would join the robotics 
team again if he could.

“Despite having a small 
school, we have a lot of 
people interested in the 
team,” he added. “I think 
our earlier successes 
helped to make ourselves 
recognized in the school, 
which gets a lot of inter-
est from students.”

The students can’t 
recommend the experi-
ence of the robotics team 
enough, and for Matt Kor-
dasiewicz, winner of this 
year’s Innovation Award, 
he encourages everyone 
to at least give it a try.

“Even if you don’t plan 
on joining the team for 
the main season, just try 
it out in the off-season 

and just see if you’re in-
terested,” he said.

While the competition 
itself kicks off in January, 
the robotics team spends 
months before on train-
ing in everything from 
electronics to program-
ming to various aspects of 
business and engineering. 
The training period is an 
excellent opportunity 
for newcomers to get a 
feel for the various roles 
on the team without the 
pressure of competing.

For Alexis Windatt, 
winner of the Gracious 
Professional award, her 
years on the team have al-
lowed her to wear a num-
ber of different hats, from 
the business side to the 
engineering. She credits 
the experience with help-
ing her learn an array of 
real-world skills.

“I learned a lot,” she 
noted. “I think a lot of it 
comes from interacting 
with different people, 

both my teammates and 
people from other teams, 
and I also get to interact 
with the businesses that 
sponsor our team. So it’s 
really interesting there.”

Edging the team on to 
victory was Matt Dunn, 
who was the winner of 
this year’s Inspiration 
Award, while Zoë Peev 
was chosen for the Rookie 
Inspiration Award.

Looking back at their 
season, the award win-
ners are unequivocally 
happy with the experi-
ence. Besides reaching 
Einstein level success at 
the world championship, 
the Elmira team was also 
the third ranking team in 
Ontario, and took first-
place at both of their dis-
trict-level competitions in 
Waterloo and North Bay.

 “I don’t think there’s 
been anybody on the 
team who says they wish 
they hadn’t joined,” said 
Beaudoin-Hayes.

In food processor add 
parsley, garlic, red onion, 
vinegar, press pulse to 
bring down the size of the 
parsley. 

Add red pepper, cumin, 
chilli, pepper and olive 
oil. Press pulse again. The 
red pepper should not be 
too small. 

Place on meat in a con-
tainer, pour marinade on 
top. Allow marinade to 

Chimichurri 
1 cup of flat leaf parsley, 
washed and stems removed 
2 cloves garlic
1/4 cup red onion
2 Tbsp. red wine vinegar
1/2 roasted red pepper
1 Tbsp. cumin
Pinch of chili flakes 
Pinch of cracked pepper 
1/4 cup olive oil. 

CHEF’S TABLE: ‘Tis the season for seasoning

meld for one hour for a 
good cut of steak. 

Flank or lesser cuts can 
marinate for 24 hours.

FROM | 24

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

Garden Centre Sales
Selected 10” 

Hanging
Baskets

Good selection of shrubs,
planters, soils & mulches. 

$1299

Selected 12” 

Hanging
Baskets
$1699

4”

Annuals, Herbs
or Vegetables
Vegetables
or Annuals

$199
Each

$129
/ 4 Cell Pack

Flat for
$12.99

One Gallon

Perennials $799

Hibiscus Trees $2999

315 Arthur St., S., ELMIRA

519-669-5403
OPEN UNTIL MIDNIGHT

Locally Owned 
& Operated by

Doug & Mary Lou Pagett

The Garden Centre
is Now Open!

LIONS CLUB DOG WALK

Walkers and their pups were out in Elmira last Sunday for the Woolwich Community Lions Club annual Walk for Dog Guides fundraiser. 
Money raised from the event will go towards training dog guides for those in need.
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. C O M

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

IN STOCK

SWISS MADE
LAMINATE

95¢
REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

from95from95per sq ft

HOT NEW PRODUCT

IN STOCK

WOOD-GRAIN
TILE !WOW!

97¢
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

from97from97 per sq ftper sq ftper sq ft

DEAL ALERT!

IN STOCK

IN STOCK

12.3MM THICK
LAMINATE

$127
REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99REG 2.99

from per sq ft

HOT NEW PRODUCT

IN STOCK

12X24 CLICK
VINY TILES

$177
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

from per sq ft

6.3 MM THICK!

IN STOCK

MODERN
LEDGESTONE

$397
REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

from per sq ft

WOW! HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

T&G ENGINEERED 
EXOTIC WALNUT

$399
REG 7.99REG 7.99REG 7.99REG 7.99REG 7.99REG 7.99

from per sq ft

5”WIDE ½”THICK

IN STOCK

AC4 - 5MM
CLICK VINYL

$177
REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99REG 4.99

from per sq ft

5 MM THICK!

    4 
DAYS 
ONLY!

SPRING DEALS!

THURSDAY 9-9
FRIDAY 9-9

SATURDAY 9-6
SUNDAY10-5

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT
67

/ LIN FT
67

7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

MDF PRIMED WHITE 
BASEBOARDS

2MM PAD 
ATTACHED

this week by Woolwich 
council. 

The service, expected 
to run July 16 to October 
13, is the brainchild of 
Kiwanis Transit manager 
Cheryl Fisher, who sees 
the venture as a good way 
to reduce demand on her 
overtaxed service. Kiwanis 
Transit provides rides to 
people with specialized 
needs. While some of its 
clients could use conven-
tional transit, they often 
have no way of accessing 
the route 21 bus because it 
makes a very limited loop 
in Elmira before heading 
back to St. Jacobs and Con-
estoga Mall, she explained.

The local shuttle service 
would make a five-kilome-
tre loop through Elmira 
time to coordinate with the 
GRT’s scheduled stop out-
side the township adminis-
trative office at Church and 
Maple streets. 

Kiwanis Transit will 
cover the $27,000 operating 
costs of the pilot project, 
with the township expect-
ed to kick in for signs and 
advertising the service’s 
availability. 

Asked by Mayor Sandy 
Shantz if the agency has 
a way to track the value 
of the connection to GRT, 
Fisher said they’ll monitor 
the numbers closely. If, for 
instance, just 930 riders 
shift to GRT, that will cover 

the $27,000 investment, 
she said. For comparison’s 
sake, Kiwanis Transit 
provided 47,000 rides last 
year.

“We have limited re-
sources. We will never be 
able to meet the demand,” 
she said of the need to take 
pressure off the Kiwanis 
service.

Having consulted with 
social services agencies 
such Community Care 
Concepts and Woolwich 
Community Services, 
Fisher said the connect-
ing bus service is seen as 
a boon for their clients. 
Community Care Concepts, 
for example, runs a service 
that provides volunteer 
drivers to take patients to 
medical appointments, so 
making the GRT bus more 
accessible could reduce 
demand.

“We encourage them to 
use conventional transit.”

Coming at little cost to 
the township, the pilot 
project was welcomed by 
council following Fisher’s 
presentation Tuesday 
night. 

Coun. Patrick Merlihan, 
who’s been critical of the 
expensive and lightly used 
route 21, called the project 
“a made in Woolwich solu-
tion” for a problem Grand 
River Transit has yet to 
resolve.

The township has been 
looking into ways to ex-
tend the service as a way to 

boost ridership, but at little 
or no cost. A 2016 GRT pro-
posal to boost the in-town 
loop by tacking on another 
$73,000 to the $500,000 a 
year already shelled out by 
Woolwich taxpayers was 
quickly nixed by council, 
for instance. 

The falling percentage of 
costs recouped from users 
remains a major stumbling 
block. Low ridership num-
bers indicate the route has 
failed to catch on since it 
began as a pilot project in 
2009. At the beginning, the 
goal was to recover 40 per 
cent of the costs from fares, 
but that number has now 
fallen to 20 per cent. The 
already low ridership levels 
have been dropping, which 
is generally the case across 
all GRT routes and with 
transit systems across the 
country. 

Currently, the connect-
ing service is proposed to 
run Monday to Friday, 7:45 
to 11:20 a.m. and 2:30 to 
5:15 p.m. On Saturdays, the 
hours would 8-11:10 a.m. 
and 2:15-4:45 a.m. There 
would be no service on 
Sundays or holidays, said 
Fisher, adding the hours 
are subject to tweaking de-
pending on feedback.

She is currently working 
to get GRT on board with 
offering transfers from 
the shuttle bus, tickets 
for which will be priced 
uniformly with GRT and 
Kiwanis Transit rates.

FROM | COVER

GRT ROUTE 21: A “made in Woolwich solution” 
to longstanding complaints about access to bus

would be on its way to a ma-
jority, Kay predicted.

“If Elliott was the leader, 
they would be home safe,” 
he said, noting the PCs were 
on track for a win as recent-
ly as a couple of weeks ago. 

The shift in Conserva-
tive fortunes is mirrored 
in the tight races in Wa-
terloo Region, where even 
Kitchener-Conestoga is in 
play for the NDP, which has 
traditionally finished a very 
distant third. The numbers 
here this time around may 
reflect some local issues 
with the way popular MPP 
Michael Harris was ousted 
from caucus and the son of 
former premier Mike Harris 
parachuted into the riding, 
Kay suggested. 

That doesn’t bode well for 
the Ford-led party. 

“If Conestoga is close, 
then the PCs aren’t safe 
anywhere in the region,” 
said Kay.

Kathleen Wynne, mean-
while, is in Kim Campbell 
territory, with some polls 

having the Liberals reduced 
to just a few seats, the 
party’s popularity plum-
meting to the depths of the 
Mulroney-era federal Con-
servatives. 

“In our last forecast, we 
had them at 12 seats. I sus-
pect new poll numbers will 
have them in single digits, 
perhaps very low single dig-
its,” he said this week.

In fact, LISPOP’s latest 
forecast has the Liberals 
taking just seven seats, with 
popular support of 20 per 
cent. At 38 per cent, the 
NDP leads, three points 
ahead of the Conservatives 
at 35. But it’s the Tories who 
have the lead in terms of 
potential seats, 63 to 54.

 “Although recent opinion 

polls show a clear trend 
toward the NDP and away 
from the PCs, most of the 
results are close. Conceiv-
ably, the NDP could win 
the popular vote, yet finish 
behind the Tories in seats. 
That’s largely because party 
support is unevenly distrib-
uted across the province,” 
writes Geoffrey Stevens on 
the LISPOP blog tracking 
shifts in the electorate’s 
mood.

That’s not good news for 
Liberal candidate Joe Gow-
ing, who is trailing Harris 
and Dick. Three other hope-
fuls are part of the race: 
Daniel Benoy (Libertarian), 
Dan Holt (Consensus On-
tario) and Bob Jonkman 
(Green).

FROM | COVER

ELECTION: NDP slightly ahead in popular vote, 
but seats remain up for grabs, the region included
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