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FAISAL ALI

STILL UNDER CONSTRUC-
TION, A Breslau house was 
reduced to rubble last week 
in a fire that caused dam-
ages pegged at $1 million.

The structure on Wool-
wich Street South was 
still being built and unoc-
cupied at the time of the 
fire, which broke out in 
the early morning hours of 
November 23. No injuries 
were reported, though a 
neighbouring home was 
damaged to the tune of 
$50,000 by the heat from 

TRUCK TRAFFIC HAS BEEN 
halted on Grandview Drive 
in Conestogo and a prop-
erty owner will be paying 
for road repairs as Wool-
wich moved on complaints 
about numerous dump 
trucks rolling through the 
neighbourhood.

The move follows town-
ship council’s decision last 
week to pass a bylaw pro-
hibiting trucks from using 
the road.

The owner of the 62-acre 
property at 506 Katherine 
St. had been using a Grand-
view Drive access route to 
truck in topsoil for the site, 
home to a newly planted 
plum orchard. Asked by 
the township to cease us-
ing Grandview Drive due 
to the deterioration of the 
roadway, the owner agreed 
this week to look at alterna-
tives, said Woolwich clerk 
Val Hummel. 

“The soil being trucked 
onsite is needed to address 
a flood control matter, and 

Breslau home under 
construction explodes

Woolwich bans 
truck traffic on 
Conestogo street
Officials cite damage and 
neighbourhood complaints, WRPS 
unable to enforce heavy truck bylaw

STEVE KANNON the property owner needs 
approximately 14 more 
days to complete the work, 
but has agreed to comply 
with the heavy truck prohi-
bition and seek other solu-
tions such as a potential ac-
cess off of Katherine Street, 
which requires an entrance 
permit from the Region of 
Waterloo,” she said in an 
email Tuesday.

Calls from neighbours 
over the weekend set off 
a flurry of activity in the 
area, with Waterloo Re-
gional Police and township 
enforcement staff dealing 
with some confusion over 
the new bylaw. That has 
since been resolved, and 
enforcement of the pro-
hibition is in effect, said 
Hummel.

Woolwich has erected 
“no trucks” signs at both 
entrances of Grandview 
Drive from Sawmill Road.

Staff Sgt. Mike Hinsperg-
er of the Waterloo Regional 
Police said officers have 

Woolwich Fire Dept. deems 
cause to be “undetermined”

the blaze.
The cause of the fire was 

deemed “undetermined,” 
though Woolwich officials 
ruled out any criminality.

“It was around 3:30 
(a.m.), and both my wife 
and I just woke up with a 
start,” said next door neigh-
bour Dan Battler, whose 
home was damaged by the 
heat. “It shook our house. 
It was a big explosion in 
the garage, I guess – I think 
that’s what happened. It 
woke us up, and we went 
running around our house 
to see what happened 

first. Then she looked out 
the window and saw the 
flames, so we phoned 911 
right away.”

Woolwich firefight-
ers spent the early hours 
combating blaze, and by 
late morning were going 
through the rubble of the 
burnt-out structure.

An investigation failed 
to identify the cause of the 
fire due to the extent of the 
damage, said Woolwich fire 
chief Dale Martin. A request 
for assistance was made 
to the Office of the Fire 
Marshal, but the provincial 

body declined to take part 
in the investigation.

“So what we did, we sent 
them pictures and they 
reviewed the pictures and 
declined to attend,” said 
Martin. “They said because 
of the damage, they prob-
ably couldn’t determine 
the cause anyways – they 
never did show up. So we 
just went with our investi-
gation, that it was ‘undeter-
mined,’ the cause.”

The inconclusive results 
of the investigation were 

FIRE  | 5 GRANDVIEW  | 2

Still being built and yet to be occupied, a Breslau single-family house was completely leveled by fire Nov. 23. The cause of the fire is “undetermined.” [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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been monitoring the area, 
reporting no incidents 
since the weekend.

Hummel noted the prop-
erty owner has been coop-
erating, agreeing to cover 
the cost of damages to the 
roadway.

“We don’t have an es-
timate on the costs yet 
because we don’t know the 
full extent.  Deterioration 
has started and could be 
further impacted by winter 
weather and the freeze/
thaw cycles going into 

spring, and it will be spring 
before we have a good es-
timate of costs,” she said. 
“The property owner has 
stated he will compensate 
the township for the cost 
of the repairs; work will be 
completed in the spring.”

The busted-up road, mud 
and truck traffic prompted 
public complaints, leading 
to an investigation early 
this month by public works 
superintendent Barry Bal-
dasaro. He found serious 
concerns, noting contin-
ued deterioration of the 
road was likely, with little 

chance of repairs prior to 
winter setting in. His re-
port in turn prompted last 
week’s council resolution 
prohibiting truck traffic.

“The surface treated 
apron off Grandview onto 
the lane which the trucks 
were using as a point of ac-
cess was significantly broke 
up,” he said in the report. 
“There were also a few 
locations where the trucks 
had rutted the grass along 
the road edge and one loca-
tion where the edge of the 
tar-and-chip surface had 
been damaged.”

GRANDVIEW: Police report no issues with truck 
traffic in wake of agreement with the township
FROM | COVER

WMC HOSTS QUILTS AND CRAFTS SHOW

A ‘Knitting, quilts, treats and more’ 
event showcasing handmade creations 
was hosted at the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre seniors’ room on Saturday. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

HEAVIER SNOWFALLS 
OVER THE course of 2018 
have put some strain on 
the township’s snow clear-
ing budget as it heads into 
the final month of the year. 
The Woolwich winter con-
trol budget – the funds set 
aside for road plowing for 
the calendar year – dipped 
to $113,000 this December 
– significantly less than the 
amount typically needed to 
cover the month.

With December snow 
clearing costing an average 
of $214,000, the township 
might find itself going into 
the red as it braces for the 
coming month.

“I would say that we’ve 
got to keep our fingers 
crossed and hope for the 
best. If we have an average 
winter based on these fig-
ures, we’re probably going 
to go over budget,” said 
Dan Kennaley, director of 
engineering and planning 
services with the township.

Woolwich uses a five-
year rolling average to set 
an annual snow-removal 
budget, setting aside any 
surplus money in good 
years and drawing on the 
reserve funds in busier 
years.

In the past five years, 
the cost of snow removal 
in December alone has 
dropped as low as $70,000 
in 2015 (when the region 
experienced the lowest 
snowfalls for the month 
since 1945), to as high as 

Heavy snowfalls this season have put 
pressure on Woolwich’s budget

FAISAL ALI $341,000 in 2013. Last 
year, winter control for the 
month of December came 
in at $239,000, double the 
$113,00 available this year.

An average snowfall this 
December would likely 
push the costs over budget 
before the new year, forc-
ing the township to search 
for alternatives to make up 
the difference. Fortunately, 
notes Kennaley, there are 
usually a few ways for the 
township to find excess 
funds to balance the bud-
get, including a reserve 
fund set up for just such a 
purpose.

“A few years ago, we de-
cided that we should create 
a winter control reserve. 
And basically what that 
acknowledged was that 
some years we don’t spend 
our entire budget: so why 
not put that in a reserve, to 
counter those years when 
we end up overspending 
our winter control budget?” 
said Kennaley.

“So the absolute first 
place that we would look 
is to that winter reserve. 
And only if we didn’t have 
enough.”

Beyond that, the town-
ship would look for addi-
tional funds within the en-
gineering department itself 
if needed, adds Kennaley.

“What we would try to 
do is make it up within our 
budget area. So there’s al-
ways accounts where we’re 
overspent, and there’s al-
ways other accounts where 
we’re underspent. And 

hopefully we will be able to 
make up [the shortfall] – if 
in fact something like the 
average comes to pass,” he 
said.

“So only if we couldn’t 
take that money out of that 
winter reserve, if we didn’t 
have enough money in the 
winter reserve, that’s when 
we would look elsewhere in 
the engineering and plan-
ning services budget,” says 
Kennaley. “And I’m sure 
that that’s as far as we’d 
have to go - we wouldn’t 
have to look outside en-
gineering and planning 
services to make up the 
difference.

“Unless we get snow-
ageddon in December,” he 
added, humorously. “But 
I doubt that that’s going 
to happen, simply based 
on what I’ve seen in these 
other five years.”

Separately, the town-
ship maintains two other 
budgets for snow removal, 
one for sidewalk clear-
ing in the town of Elmira, 
and another for sidewalks 
outside municipally main-
tained properties, includ-
ing locations such as parks 
and township buildings. 
However, in both cases the 
amount is significantly 
smaller than the main 
winter control budget, 
and typically far easier to 
cover in the case of budget 
overruns. Moreover, snow 
clearing in Elmira is cov-
ered through a special levy 
to properties in town ben-
efiting from the service.
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THE PROVINCE IS MOVING 
quickly to boost rural fire 
departments by protect-
ing the ability of full-time 
firefighters to also serve as 
volunteers in the smaller 
communities where they 
live, the so-called double 
hatters.

SHORT-STAFFED AND EX-
PECTING SOMETHING of a 
building boom, Woolwich 
will bring on some extra 
help with its building de-
partment. The township 
has signed on with RMS 
Building Consultants to 
provide assistance on an 
as-needed basis.

Woolwich council last 
week approved the ar-
rangement in an attempt to 
avoid any backlogs.

Director of engineering 
and planning Dan Ken-
naley said the departure 
of one of the department’s 
three inspectors comes just 
as the township is expect-
ing a spike in building per-
mit applications.

Empire Communities, 
for instance, has just sub-
mitted 19 applications for 
its Riverland subdivision 
in Breslau, and indicated 
there may be as many as 
100 more before year’s end.

In addition, work is ex-
pected to move forward in 
the nearby Thomasfield 
Homes subdivision, along 
with the Lunor and South-
wood developments in 
Elmira, Valleyview in St. 
Jacobs and Sunset Hills in 
Maryhill, he noted.

“It’s really a perfect 
storm situation.”

Though considerably 
more expensive than carry-

CHRISTMAS, IT’S FAIR TO 
say, can mean different 
things to different people. 
For some, it’s a chance to 
spend time with friends 
and family. For others, it’s 
the spiritual solemnity of 
the occasion that most mo-
tivates. And for others still, 
it’s Santa and Rudolph and 
presents and eggnog they 
look forward to most.

Regardless of how 
you choose to spend the 
holidays, though, there are 
themes such as community 
and goodwill that are uni-
versal.

Province moves on legislation to protect double hatters
VERONICA REINER Minister of Labour Laurie 

Scott last week announced 
amendments to the Fire 
Protection and Prevention 
Act 1997. If passed, full-time 
firefighters who “wear two 
hats”  will be protected from 
any loss of employment or 
fines associated with the 
practice.

The announcement was 

welcomed by Kitchener-
Conestoga MPP Mike Harris, 
who recently held a round-
table discussion about the 
issue.

“In my meetings with 
township mayors and 
chiefs, they were clear that 
professional firefighters, or 
so-called ‘double hatters,’ 
provide an indispensable re-

source in expertise and lead-
ership to a volunteer model 
which would be difficult 
and expensive to replace,” 
said Harris in a statement. 
“A volunteer-based recruit-
ment model is crucial for the 
viability of rural fire services 
in our region and across 
Ontario.”

The decision was an-

nounced when Harris met 
last week with Scott at the 
Ontario Association of Fire 
Chiefs’ annual general meet-
ing in Niagara Falls.

There are some 19,000 
volunteer/paid-on-call 
frontline responders across 
Ontario, serving 220 fire 
services. In the region, some 
350 volunteer firefighters 

serve in the townships of 
Wellesley, Woolwich, Wilm-
ot and North Dumfries.

There are nearly 50 pro-
fessional firefighters who 
volunteer their free time to 
serve locally, Harris said.

The issue has come up 
more recently, after a hand-

Woolwich hires outside 
firm to pick up the slack in 
its building department

COUNCIL / WOOLWICH

STEVE KANNON

Loss of staff, anticipated spike in 
applications necessitates the move

ing out the work in-house, 
the RMS arrangement will 
put a cadre of inspectors 
at the township’s disposal 
when needed, said Ken-
naley, adding the service 
comes without a retainer 
fee or a contract.

“We just pay them for 
the work they do on our 
behalf,” he said.

Where the township’s 
cost to do an initial plan 
review of building applica-
tion would cost $56, RMS 
will charge $364. For onsite 
inspections, the difference 
is $108 and $215, respec-
tively.

“We believe that our cur-
rent fees should allow us to 
at least break even,” he said 
of those cases where RMS 
is needed.

The township will likely 
need the services for at 
least a couple of months 
while they fill the current 
vacancy. After that, the 
use of RMS will depend on 
volume.

“Even with a full comple-
ment, we could need some 
help from RSM.”

Kennaley noted that first 
step is reviewing the plan 
against the Ontario Build-
ing Code – the time in-
volved depends on a num-
ber of factors, especially 
whether the designs are all 
similar for a whole block 

Kicking off the season of giving
WCS in high gear collecting gifts for this year’s Christmas Goodwill Program

Tina Reed, coordinator for community support at the WCS, with one of the wish trees in the township. The trees are decorated with dozens of Christmas “wishes” that those looking to donate 
can select as part of the Christmas Goodwill program. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

FAISAL ALI Living up to the spirit of 
the season, Woolwich Com-
munity Services (WCS) is 
once again asking for dona-
tions of toys and gifts to the 
organization’s Christmas 
Goodwill program.

“Christmas Goodwill is 
our agency’s way to help 
the community, people 
that are of low-income 
families, to have Christ-
mas,” explains Tina Reed, 
coordinator of community 
support at WCS.

The presents and toys 
collected are wrapped 
by volunteers, and then 
used to fill the Christmas 
hampers given out by WCS 

over the holiday season. 
Recipients of the Christmas 
Goodwill program get a 
hamper with their choice 
of chicken, turkey or ham, 
assorted foodstuffs and 
supplies collected from 
the Kiwanis-led food drive 
earlier this month, and a 
gift card for a local grocery 
store.

“And then the kids give 
wish lists of toys that they 
want,” said Reed. “We have 
sponsors that will buy 
some toys, and then we 
kind of add a little bit more 
to it through the dona-
tions of the wish trees, and 
people that just bring in 

donations.”
Donors can certainly 

bring in their choice of 
Christmas gifts to WCS, 
says Reed, but those look-
ing for gift ideas can pick a 
“wish” off any of the wish 
trees in the township. The 
trees, located at WCS on 5 
Memorial Ave., and Home 
Hardware stores in Elmira, 
St. Jacobs and Linwood, 
are decorated with dozens 
Christmas gift wishes. 
Donors can remove a wish 
from the tree and look to 
fill it by providing the sin-
gle gift idea, ranging from 

DOUBLE HATTERS | 28

GOODWILL | 4 BUILDING DEPT. | 4



4 | NEWS THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2018

FREEELMIRA PENTECOSTAL ASSEMBLY 
PRESENTS AN OUTDOOR

PAGEANT

PRESENTS AN OUTDOORPRESENTS AN OUTDOORPRESENTS AN OUTDOORPRESENTS AN OUTDOORPRESENTS AN OUTDOOR

LIVE ANIMALS - ELABORATE COSTUMES
A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS OUTING FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

Come and enjoy the  Christmas Story  beautifully choreographed to music and narration. 
It’s a wonderful time for the entire family.  The greatest story ever told.

www.ElmiraAssembly.com

SATURDAY - SUNDAY 
DECEMBER 1st, 2018
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ndDECEMBER 2 , 2018
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sports equipment to cloth-
ing to popular toys

“They can just drop 
off gifts at our agency, 
between 9 and 5. Or they 
can get a start of any of 
the wish trees, and take 
the star and it has specific 
items on the star, just in 
case they don’t know what 
to shop for,” explained 
Reed.

“Or they can sponsor 
a family. So they can call 
in and get a family,” she 
added.

The recipient families 
are kept anonymous, with 
sponsors getting assigned a 
family number and a wish 
list to fill.

Once the toys are col-
lected, WCS will be seeking 
volunteers to help wrap the 
presents and fill hampers 
on December 11 and 12.

“So we have volunteers 
that come and wrap every-

of a new subdivision or if 
the plan is for a custom 
home, for example. After 
that, a foundation permit 

THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT IS 
expected to burn brightly 
Saturday as the Paradise 
and District Lions Club 
sparks up the Tree of Light 
in St. Clements for the 11th 
time.

A popular annual fun-
draising event for a vari-
ety of causes, this year’s 
celebration will benefit 
the Hospice of Waterloo 
Region’s new facility in 
Waterloo.

“The people of St. Cle-
ments and surrounding 
community are very gen-
erous,” said Tree of Light 
chair and Lions member 
Janet Pfaffinger. “This 
year particularly, they were 
interested in giving to a 
hospice – specifically the 
one that will be in North 
Waterloo. There are dif-
ferent hospices in Guelph 
and Cambridge and the 
east end of Kitchener, but 
we don’t have one in North 
Waterloo. So the commu-
nity was very responsive to 
giving to this charity.”

This allows the com-
munity to get into the 
generous spirit of the holi-
day season early on. The 

GOODWILL: Campaign is in high gear as the 
agency prepared to fill hampers in mid-December
FROM | 3

thing,” said Reed. “We just 
put the child’s sex, so male 
or female, and their age, 
and then the parents can 
take [the gifts] home and 
put their name on the tag. 
But everything is wrapped 
... by all our many volun-
teers.

“So if anybody’s inter-
ested in volunteering dur-
ing that week, they can call 
our offices and volunteer to 

wrap or to fill our hamper 
boxes of food.”

Those interested in vol-
unteering, sponsoring a 
family or accessing any of 
WCS services can call the 
centre at 519-669-5139. Gift 
donations must be dropped 
off at the office, located on 
5 Memorial Ave., before 
December 9, so they can be 
ready to go by the Decem-
ber 13.

Tree of Lights set to shine 
Saturday in St. Clements
Local Christmas events start rolling out in area

VERONICA REINER proceeds have been given 
to different projects every 
year. Previous charitable 
efforts went towards a park 
pavilion, as well as the 
Arthritis Society and the 
Cystinosis Awareness and 
Research Effort.  

Lighting up a bulb costs 
$5, and purchasers can 
dedicate their bulb to 
honour an individual or 
in memory of someone. 
Dedications will be read 
aloud at the ceremony. 
Alternatively, $50 lights up 
a string of bulbs, and any 
amount over that will light 
up the star.

“I can tell you at this 
point we are in line with 
what we sold last year for 
the number of bulbs,” said 
Pfaffinger. “We have a little 
over $10,000 raised at this 
point.”

There will also be a brief 
speech by locals Bill and 
Gert Gies, who have previ-
ously donated $2.5 million 
toward the construction 
of the Hospice of Waterloo 
Region Gies Family Cen-
tre. The facility was thus 
named after the family for 
their substantial donation. 

Built near RIM Park on 
University Avenue, the 

25,000 square foot facil-
ity will feature a 10-bed 
hospice space, education 
areas, and a palliative care 
clinic. It is expected to be 
finished in late 2019. Ex-
ecutive director at the Hos-
pice of Waterloo Region, 
Judy Nairn, will also be in 
attendance, and there will 
be a cheque presentation.

“Santa Claus is going to 
be there,” added Pfaffin-
ger. “He’ll be there at 5:45 
p.m. – the event begins at 6 
o’clock, but he comes a bit 
early because Santa needs 
to go to a few other places 
on Saturday evening. 

“He’s a very busy man 
this time of year.”

There is also musical 
entertainment by the St. 
Jacobs PS choir and a lo-
cal student who is a par-
ticipant with the Glee Club. 
Coffee, hot chocolate, hot 
apple cider, and cookies 
will be served to attendees. 
Pfaffinger is encouraging 
the community to come 
out to this family-friendly 
evening.

“If people have some 
ideas of where they would 
like the money to go next 
year, they could let us 
know,” she added. “We 
might have 10 or 15 re-
quests, but we’ll pick a suit-
able one.”

The Tree of Lights cer-
emony is scheduled for 
December 1 at 6 p.m. just 
outside the St. Clements 
library. Bulbs can still be 
purchased until tomorrow 
(November 30) at various 
businesses around town, 
including Creative Hair 
Works, My Sisters Kitchen, 
Exotic Wings and Pet 
Things, In Season Home 
and Garden, Kate’s Hair 
Den, and Styled by Lori.

PLENTY OF TOES WILL BE TOASTY

BUILDING DEPT.: Temporary measures
FROM | 3 is required, followed by 

an inspection. Likewise, 
there are inspections 
along the way, including 
framing, plumbing and 
electrical. 

A final inspection clears 
the way for occupancy. 
Each step takes time, 
which isn’t always abun-
dant if there’s a building 
boom underway, he said. 

The Woolwich Community Lions were practically overflowing with socks and mitts Nov. 26 after a November Toasty Toes drive. All clothing 
collected will be donated to oneRoof, a youth services organization in the Waterloo Region. Pictured are Lions Freda Walker, Karen 
MacDonald and president Wendy Taylor. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

The wish trees carry helpful gift ideas for those interested in donating to the WCS program.
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POLICE BLOTTER

RIDE programs 
now in effect, 
with police 
checking for 
cannabis use
’TIS THE SEASON FOR 
police to roll out their Fes-
tive RIDE campaign, the 
first since the government 
legalized cannabis use. Po-
lice note they’ll be check-
ing for drug-impaired driv-
ers as vigorously as they do 
those who’ve been drinking 
alcohol.

So far this year, the OPP 
reports alcohol and/or 
drugs were a factor in the 
deaths of 39 people.       

From January 1 to mid-
October, the OPP laid 
more than 6,700 impaired 
driving charges across the 
province, 283 of which 
were ‘impaired by drugs.’

The OPP reports that its 
standardized field sobriety 
test-trained officers and 
drug recognition experts 
have been in place for years 
and are prepared to deal 
with the current situation.

Police remind drivers 
that when transporting 
cannabis in a vehicle, it 
must be in its original 
package that has not been 
opened, or it can be pack-
aged in baggage that is 
fastened closed or is not 
otherwise readily available 
to any person in the ve-
hicle. Novice, young (under 
22) and commercial vehicle 
drivers cannot have any 
alcohol or drugs in their 
system while driving.

“Drivers who consume 
cannabis and think they 
can avoid detection by the 
OPP need to think again. 
The OPP has a strong set 
of tools and skills that en-
able them to take drug and 
alcohol-impaired drivers 
off our roads. Whether a 
person is driving under the 
influence of drugs or alco-
hol, impaired is impaired. 
Both forms are dangerous, 
serious criminal offences 
and they carry similar pen-
alties,” said OPP interim 
Deputy Commissioner 
Rose DiMarco in a release.

The burnt-out remains of the structure were still at risk of collapse, said Woolwich fire chief Dale Martin, and would have to be knocked 
down. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Engineer hired 
for Breslau drain

Moving ahead with plans to improve 
a municipal drain in Breslau, Woolwich 
last week hired engineer Joel Miller 
of K. Smart Associates Ltd. to prepare 
a preliminary report on the scale of 
project. 

Councillors set a limit of $50,000 on 
the initial report.

Full engineering costs could hit 
$150,000 and construction another 
$700,000, according to estimates from 
the township’s drainage superinten-
dent. As with similar projects, the tab 

would eventually be picked up by the 
benefitting property owners in the 
Elroy Acres subdivision.

Known as Breslau Municipal Drain No. 
1, it dates back to 1953 and hasn’t been 
well maintained in the intervening 
decades. The township is required to 
make some repairs/improvements, 
but the scale of the work has yet to be 
determined.

Posties forced 
back to work

The series of rotating postal strikes 
came to an end this week, with the 
federal government introducing 

back-to-work legislation ahead of the 
busy holiday season.

Negotiations between Canada Post 
and the Canadian Union of Postal 
Workers (CUPW) have been ongoing for 
more than a year, but tensions escalated 
when CUPW launched a rotating strike 
beginning on October 22. The postal 
workers are aiming to address concerns 
about health and safety, specifically 
issues with forced overtime and the 
overburdening of letter carriers.

The strike has hit locations all across 
Canada, including Elmira, Kitchener 
and Waterloo. Canada Post said on 
Tuesday afternoon that Canadians can 
expect delivery delays for the next 

several weeks due to “unprecedented 
backlogs.” Delays with international 
parcels could be expected until March 
2019.

The union says it intends to fight the 
legislation and continue to press Canada 
Post for better terms.

Rental market 
remains tight

Canada’s overall rental vacancy rate 
declined for the second year in a row 
to reach 2.4%, down from 3% in 2017, 
according to Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation’s (CMHC) Rental 
Market Survey released this week. 

This decline brings the vacancy rate 
for apartments in the primary rental 
market below the average of the last 10 
years (3%).

Nationally, demand for rental housing 
grew more than supply. The number 
of units occupied increased by 2.6%, 
while the survey universe increased by 
approximately 1.9%. 

In Ontario, the vacancy rate remained 
near historical lows at 1.8%, compared to 
1.6% in 2017. 

Nationally, the average rent for 
two-bedroom apartments increased by 
3.5% during the surveyed period from 
October 2017 to October 2018, which is 
higher than the inflation observed in 

Canada during the same period. 
Large increases were observed in On-

tario, including Peterborough (+7.6%), 
Oshawa (+6.1%), Ottawa (+5.8%), Barrie 
(+5.2%), Kitchener-Cambridge-Waterloo 
(+5.5%) and Toronto (+5.2%). 

For all surveyed centres, the 
average monthly rent for two-bedroom 
apartments (new and existing buildings 
combined) was $1,025 in October 2018. 

The highest average monthly rents 
for two-bedroom apartments (in CMAs) 
were recorded in Vancouver ($1,649), 
Toronto ($1,467) and Calgary ($1,272), 
and the lowest in Trois-Rivières ($601), 
Saguenay ($608) and Sherbrooke 
($639).
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corroborated by Waterloo 
Regional Police at the 
scene.

“They were there too, 
and they had agreed with 
our findings at that time,” 
said Martin, adding that 
criminal behaviour was 
not suspected. “From what 
we know, from all the in-
terviews we did, we didn’t 
find it to be of suspicious 
nature.”

The house, which was 
under construction and 
unoccupied at the time of 
the fire, was on Woolwich 
Street South, between 
Shields and Berlin streets.

“It was totally under 
construction, so nobody 
in the house, no hydro to 
the house,” he added. The 
home had no furniture ei-
ther, limiting the damage 
to just the structure.

N O V E M B E R  2 1

8:00 PM | Waterloo 
Regional Police responded to a 
single-vehicle collision on Chilligo 
Road in Woolwich Township. A 
beige Toyota minivan was travel-
ling east on Chilligo Road when it 
failed to navigate the curve in the 
road and rolled several times. A 
25-year-old passenger was ejected 
from the vehicle. All four passengers 
were transported to hospital with 

FIRE: Damage so extensive that determing a 
cause was impossible, though foul play ruled out
FROM | COVER

Upon arriving at the 
scene, firefighters focused 
their efforts on preventing 
the flames from spreading 
to neighbouring properties. 
The fire warped the sid-
ing on Battlers’ house and 
shattered windows facing 
the burning building, but 

the home was otherwise 
left relatively unscathed.

“When we got here, [the 
fire] was out through the 
roof already. The whole 
place was full of fire,” said 
Martin of the destroyed 
building. “There was noth-
ing left to save.”

serious injuries. The investigation is 
on-going. Anyone with information 
is asked to call Waterloo Regional 
Police Service Traffic Branch at 519-
570-9777, ext. 8794.

N O V E M B E R  2 3

9:30 PM | Wellington 
County OPP conducing a RIDE check 
onWellington Road 21, Inverhaugh, 
stopped a 45-year-old Fergus man 
who was subsequently charged 

with ‘driving with over 80 mg of 
alcohol per 100mL blood’ and with 
having ‘open liquor available.’

N O V E M B E R  2 4

1:30 AM | Conducting another 
RIDE check, Wellington County OPP 
stopped a 25-year-old Cambridge 
man at a location on Highway 7 
east of Breslau. The novice driver 
was charged after his blood alcohol 
level was found to be above zero.

Most of the damage was contained to the site, though a neighbouring property was also 
damaged from the resulting heat.
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THE GOVERNMENT IS SLOW, inefficient and 
wasteful. The findings in the latest report from 
Auditor General Michael Ferguson apply to Ot-
tawa, but it’s pretty much the same story for 
every government across the country, and for 
every year. 

Reports routinely point out that successive governments 
have ignored the mess and the proscribed remedies year 
after year. 

The 2018 fall reports released last week take on a grab bag 
of issues, including the Canadian Armed Forces’ efforts to 
stop inappropriate sexual behavior in the military, National 
Defence’s ability to manage the risks related to its fighter 
force, the conservation of national historic sites and heri-
tage buildings, the supervision of offenders released in the 
community, the access to high-quality Internet services for 
Canadians in remote and rural areas and an audit to deter-
mine whether the Canada Revenue Agency consistently ap-
plies rules to taxpayers in similar situations (spoiler alert – it 
doesn’t).

Government departments are generally found lacking. 
That much is probably not a surprise to most Canadians, 
who instinctively know the faults to be true. But the AG is 
blunt about the self-serving ways of the bureaucracy. It’s 
something we’ve identified at every level of government: the 
system is designed to benefit civil servants, not the public 
they theoretically exist to serve.

There are systemic failures identified year after year, with 
nothing done in part because the focus is on the administra-
tion, not on the outcome. Issues are looked at in isolation 
rather than as part of a larger breakdown of the bureaucracy. 
Looking back over years and decades of audits, for instance, 
puts things in perspective, but apparently the AG’s reports 
are just put on a shelf to gather dust ... after the obligatory 
hand-wringing following each new release. (The volume of 
platitudes, thank yous and “we’ll take this to heart” state-
ments from ministers and bureaucrats following the latest 
report was staggering. Action is likely to be less so.)

Ferguson notes this mindset allows the issues to persist 
for decades. 

If you asked the administrators involved, chances are 
they’d say they’re doing a great job, in part because they’ve 
deluded themselves about what the job is about: themselves, 
not the public. (The politicians always paint a rosy picture 
about their efforts, even when they know the opposite to be 
true – it’s one of the reason’s people don’t trust them, or the 
bureaucrats, for that matter.)

Ferguson’s latest findings – seven reports detailing criti-
cisms of everything from tax collecting to national defence – 
show a lack of progress on accountability, tracking finances 
and long delivery times for services. He was particularly 
scathing in describing the failures related the much-delayed 
and little-fixed purchase of fighter aircraft.

The Trudeau government balked on the over-hyped and 
hyper-inflated F-35 stealth fighters, changed the procure-
ment policy, decided to buy new Boeing Super Hornet fight-
ers but cancelled that over a spat caused by U.S. tariffs on 
Bombardier, then decided to buy 30-year-old surplus CF-18s 
(the current models here) from Australia. On that $500-mil-
lion purchase, Ferguson notes there’s been little progress, 
and even less on dealing with the shortage of pilots and 
technicians to get them in the air. It’s a problem the military 
has warned about for years, to no avail. 

In other words, business as usual.

Another auditor’s 
report, another 
litany of concerns

THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN 
NAVAL CLASH in the Black 
Sea is not going to end up 
in a world war. Ukraine 
would love to be part of 
NATO, but the existing 
members won’t let it join. 
Why? Precisely because 
that might drag them into a 
war with Russia.

Russia doesn’t have 
any real military alliances 
either. Various countries 
sympathize with either 
Ukraine or Russia, but 
none of them have obliga-
tions to send military help, 
and they are not going to 
volunteer. 

Secondly, there’s not 
even going to be a full-scale 
war between Russia and 
Ukraine because Ukraine 
would lose. Russia has 
more than three times the 
population and its econo-
my is ten times bigger. The 
Russian armed forces are 
far bigger and vastly better 
armed. No sane Ukrainian 
would choose an all-out 
war with Russia regardless 
of the provocation.

The Russians obviously 

There’ll be no big war over Russia’s illegal actions in Ukraine 
have more options, but 
conquering Ukraine is 
probably the furthest thing 
from their minds. It has no 
resources they need, and if 
they occupied the country 
they would certainly face 
an ugly and prolonged 
guerrilla war of resistance. 
They have nothing to gain.

They actually have a lot 
to lose, because a full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine would 
trigger a Western reaction 
that would come close to 
bankrupting Russia. NATO 
would conclude that this 
was the first step in Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s plan 
to reconquer all of the 
former Soviet empire in 
Eastern Europe, and start 
re-arming in a very big way. 
The Russians would go 
broke if they tried to keep 
up.

They did go broke trying 
to keep up with Western 
military spending back 
in the Cold War, and in 
the end the entire Com-
munist system collapsed. 
Russia is now a largely 
de-industrialized country 
with half the population of 
the old Soviet Union, and 
the collapse would come a 
lot faster – probably sweep-
ing Putin away with it. He 
knows that, because he 

lived through the collapse 
last time.

So what we have here is 
really just a local crisis. The 
Russians started it in order 
to make a specific local 
gain, and they know that 
they can win. They will not 
face major Western retalia-
tion because it’s just not a 
big enough issue.

The actual clash on Sun-
day saw three Ukrainians 
injured, 29 others arrested, 
and three Ukrainian navy 
ships boarded and seized. 
The ships were trying to 
pass through a Russian-
controlled strait from the 
Black Sea to the Sea of 
Azov, a relatively shallow 
body of water (maximum 
depth 14 metres) that is 
about the size of Switzer-
land.

Until the Russians took 
Crimea from Ukraine four 
years ago, the strait had 
Russian territory on one 
side and Ukrainian terri-
tory on the other. A treaty 
signed in 2003 said that 
both countries had free ac-
cess to the Sea of Azov and 
their respective ports along 
its coasts, no permission 
needed.

In 2014, however, Rus-
sia infiltrated troops into 
Crimea who pretended 

to be a new local militia. 
They took control of the 
entire peninsula and its 
two million people, staged 
a referendum on whether 
it should become part of 
Russia, and won it. The 
Ukrainian government pro-
tested, but it didn’t have 
the troops or the nerve to 
resist the takeover by force.

Russia tried to justify 
its action by pointing out 
that the great majority of 
the people in Crimea spoke 
Russian, not Ukrainian, 
and that it has been part of 
Russia for centuries until 
a Soviet leader with strong 
Ukrainian connections 
handed it over to Ukraine 
in 1954.

International law does 
not accept border changes 
imposed by force as legiti-
mate, and Russia has been 
under severe Western sanc-
tions on trade ever since it 
annexed Crimea. Its econ-
omy is in serious trouble, 
but the annexation was 
immensely popular in both 
Russia and Crimea, and 
Putin will not reverse it.

Since there was no land 
connection between Russia 
and the Crimean penin-
sula, Putin decided to build 

DYER | 8

The holiday season brings with it police spot checks ... and a whole new angle on the traditional line of questioning.
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Returning to a Gilded age does not bode well for society and its democracy

THERE WAS A TIME when 
we worried about the detri-
ments of online shopping. 
Today, we’re worried that 
labour unrest at Canada 
Post will delay delivery of 
our Amazon purchases.

Brick-and-mortar retail 
has indeed taken a beat-
ing, but just like the stream 
of cheap crap from China, 
we’re more concerned with 
price and convenience than 
with the loss of jobs and 
local revenues.

Some of that is a natural 
evolution – if anything 
to do with the march of 
corporatism can be called 
natural – that saw the 
rise and fall of downtown 
main streets at the hands 
of malls, which were in 
turn supplanted by big-box 
stores. All forms of tradi-
tional retail are now prey 
to online shopping, most 
notably Amazon, which 
has about half of the online 
market.

That shoppers are 
searching for better deals 
– especially in the face of 

crappier jobs, stagnant pay 
and exploding housing 
costs – isn’t surprising. It’s 
another symptom of preda-
tory, monopoly capitalism. 
Amazon and its social 
media counterpart Face-
book are examples of the 
worst kind of robber-baron 
capitalism that emerged in 
the Gilded Age that led to 
the Great Depression and, 
eventually, tougher laws to 
temper the worst effects of 
an unchecked economic 
system.

The deregulation and 
corrupt politics that took 
off in the 1980s courtesy of 
corporate lobbyists and an 
unparalleled propaganda 
effort that continues to 
this very minute have cul-
minated in a mirror of the 
late 19th and early 20th 
centuries.

“America’s Gilded Age of 
the late 19th century began 
with a raft of innovations – 
railroads, steel production, 
oil extraction – but culmi-
nated in mammoth trusts 
owned by ‘robber barons’ 
who used their wealth 
and power to drive out 
competitors and corrupt 
American politics,” argues 
economist Robert Reich, a 
former Secretary of Labor 

in the Clinton administra-
tion and now an outspoken 
advocate for change.

“We’re now in a second 
Gilded Age – ushered in by 
semiconductors, software 
and the internet – that has 
spawned a handful of giant 
high-tech companies.”

He maintains the major 
culprit is big tech firms and 
their sweeping patents, 
data, growing networks, 
and dominant platforms 
that are barriers to new 
entrants.

The solution is the resur-
rection of antitrust laws.

“It is time to use anti-
trust again. We should 
break up the high-tech 
behemoths, or at least re-
quire that they make their 
proprietary technology and 
data publicly available and 
share their platforms with 
smaller competitors.”

While the corporat-
ism and resultant fascist 
tendencies aren’t as pro-
nounced on this side of the 
border, we’re on the same 
path. We need both the 
economic and democratic 
reform Reich and a host of 
others advocate.

Those who argue that 
regulation only hinders 
capitalism – often the 

same people who wrongly 
equate capitalism with de-
mocracy – miss the point 
of a so-called free market. 
The idea of a free-market 
economy is to let the mar-
ket decide what will be 
made and in what quantity, 
rather than the central 
planning of the commu-
nist system, for instance. 
It doesn’t, however, mean 
free from regulation. How 
many people would argue 
that business should be 
“free” to use slaves or child 
labour? That was once the 
case in the West, but has 
been regulated out of the 
mix. 

Once we’ve established 
that the market is an arti-
ficial construct that we’ve 
devised, we’re free to shape 
it in such a way that it 
provides only benefits to 
society, not harms. The 
deregulation that fuelled 
the corporatism of the last 
few decades – think of the 
rise of globalization, mo-
nopolies and oligarchies 
and the resultant decline 
in our quality of life – fol-
lowed a postwar boom that 
was shaped by a market 
system that was devised 
with the broad public in 
mind. It wasn’t perfect by 

any means, but far more 
equitable than is the case 
today. Deregulation killed 
that. New regulations con-
trolling the excesses of the 
financial sector are needed 
to put us back on track. The 
same goes for removing 
corporate influence in the 
political system.

The Depression-era safe-
guards have been steadily 
rolled back under an ava-
lanche of political dona-
tions, payoffs and propa-
ganda. The assault on the 
public good really picked 
up steam under Reagan, 
Thatcher and, here, Mul-
roney. Governments have 
largely abandoned public 
protections against mo-
nopolies. 

Just how bad things have 
got can be seen in new 
data released this week 
by the the Open Markets 
Institute — a U.S. anti-mo-
nopoly think tank — that 
shows a shrinking number 
of companies involved 
in the market share of a 
number of sectors. Google, 
for instance, controls 91 
per cent of the $60-billion 
search engine industry; 
four firms control 53 per 
cent of the $218-billion 
meat processing business; 

three companies control 
two-thirds of car rentals, a 
$40-billion business; two 
players – Google and Apple 
– control 99 per cent of the 
smartphone operating sys-
tems; and the list goes on, 
sector by sector.

“Due to extreme concen-
trations of wealth and po-
litical power, our country 
is experiencing severe eco-
nomic inequality, stagnant 
household income, the 
collapse of business forma-
tion and innovation, and 
historic levels of political 
polarization. This report 
shows that such concentra-
tion is not unique to one or 
two economic sectors. It is 
persistent across a diverse 
range of industries,” the 
organization notes in re-
leasing the first set of data 
this week.

“[M]onopolistic corpora-
tions often present them-
selves as champions of 
consumer choice. But while 
it may appear as though 
there are endless brands to 
choose from online and on 
the shelf, most are owned 
by a few large parent com-
panies, the array of labels 
a mere façade creating the 

Christmas is a month away, is it time to put up decorations?

“You bet.”

 » Brian Straus

“I say sure too.”

 » Cameron Fisher

“Let’s say sure... A month is a good time to set 
it up.”

 » Tyler Fisher

“Yah, of course! Because it’s getting cold.”

 » Ian Schmidt

“Yes it’s a good time to prepare, in case your 
parents have early Christmas presents.”

 » Dawson Eckmier

“Ukraine has imposed martial law in areas that border on Russia for the next 30 days, but that’s mainly window dressing.” Gwynne Dyer | 6
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NATIONAL VIEW DYER: Neither Russia nor 
Ukraine really wants a war
FROM | 6
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an 18-kilometre bridge 
joining the two sides of 
the Strait of Kerch. By a 
happy coincidence, that 
would also give him the 
ability to control or even 
block shipping trying to 
get to Ukrainian ports on 
the northern coast of the 
Sea of Azov.

The bridge is now open, 
and Putin is exercising that 
option. The Ukrainians 
tried to send their (rather 
small) warships through to 
show that the treaty of free 
passage signed in 2003 still 
applies.

The Russians didn’t 

Taking note of 
Legion ceremony

To the Editor,
ALL TOO OFTEN IN the 
busy rush of daily activi-
ties, people neglect to take 
the time to pass along ap-
preciative kudos and to 
say a simple “thank you.” 
Hence this little note.

I wish to commend the 
representatives of Branch 
469 of our Royal Canada 
Legion for one of the ways 
they marked the 100th 

actually deny that, but 
said that they were closing 
the strait temporarily for 
operational reasons. The 
Ukrainian warships pushed 
on, and the Russians at-
tacked them.

The Russians are legally 
in the wrong, but they are 
going to win this one be-
cause Ukraine had almost 
no navy left and nobody 
wants a bigger war. Ukraine 
has imposed martial law in 
areas that border on Rus-
sia for the next 30 days, 
but that’s mainly window 
dressing. There may be 
further sanctions against 
Russia, but that’s as far as 
it goes.

anniversary of the end of 
WWI by standing at our lo-
cal cenotaph in a respectful 
salute at 5 p.m. on Novem-
ber 11. That was such a fit-
ting act to accompany the 
tolling of the town hall bell, 
alongside the bell at St. 
James Lutheran Church. 

Your commemoration 
did not go unnoticed, and 
you are to be applauded for 
the manner in which you 
helped those of us who wit-
nessed it to remember.

REV. J.D. KELLOUGH (RET.) | ELMIRA

Realized net farm income fell 3.6% in 2017 to $7.0 billion, following 
three consecutive annual increases. A small gain in farm cash 
receipts was more than offset by a stronger increase in operating 
expenses and rising depreciation charges. Farm cash receipts, 
which include crop and livestock revenues as well as program 
payments, grew 2.3% to $62 billion in 2017, following a 1% rise the 
previous year. This was the seventh consecutive annual increase.

 » Canadian Taxpayers Federation (CTF) federal director Aaron Wudrick responses to a 
joint federal-provincial announcement of a $62.5 million taxpayer subsidy to Maple 
Leaf Foods for a new plant in London

“Here’s one result that’s a certainty: taxpayers will remember that 
the Ford and Trudeau governments are respecting their tax dollars 
by putting them where they are most obviously unneeded: into the 
pockets of a corporation for the purpose of building a chicken 
processing plant.”

 » From the Nov. 27, 2004 edition of The Observer

Woolwich declared war on Elmira’s snow. All of the town’s 
sidewalks will be cleared using enhanced equipment this winter, 
council decided this week. It aims to reduce the number of 
complaints by using more sophisticated snow-clearing equipment 
to do the job. Council essentially agreed to triple the special tax 
levied on Elmira residents: property taxes will rise to $20 a year for 
the average household. The current levy is $6.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

KANNON: Increasing corporate 
concentration comes at a cost
FROM | 7

illusion of abundant op-
tions.”

The U.S. is leading the 
charge on deregulation 
and a lack of oversight of 
bad business practices, 
including mergers, acqui-
sitions and monopolistic 
practices, which are pur-
sued as eagerly as deficit-
causing tax cuts under the 
current regime. Joining 
in that race to the bottom, 
the Trudeau government 
is making moves to reduce 
corporate taxes following 
Trump’s lead, a tit-for-tat 
call that began before the 
ink was even dry south of 
the border.

“The economist Karl 
Polanyi understood that 
there are two kinds of free-
doms. There are the bad 

freedoms to exploit those 
around us and extract huge 
profits without regard to 
the common good, includ-
ing what is done to the 
ecosystem and democratic 
institutions. These bad 
freedoms see corporations 
monopolize technologies 
and scientific advances to 
make huge profits, even 
when, as with the pharma-
ceutical industry, a monop-
oly means lives of those 
who cannot pay exorbitant 
prices are put in jeopardy,” 
Chris Hedges writes in a 
column this week. “The 
good freedoms – freedom 
of conscience, freedom 
of speech, freedom of 
meeting, freedom of asso-
ciation, freedom to choose 
one’s job – are eventually 
snuffed out by the primacy 
of the bad freedoms.”
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Two more wins put Kings in the 
midst of tight conference race
Just two points separate four teams 
atop the Midwestern standings, as 
Elmira beats Cambridge and Listowel

FAISAL ALI

GALEA | 10KINGS | 10

OPEN
COUNTRY

There are 
many 
benefits 
to learning 
the ropes

I HAVE BEEN A fan of ty-
ing and learning knots, 
hitches, loops and bends 
ever since I was a little 
kid. This spark was first lit 
when they taught me to 
tie my own shoelaces, but 
the flame was fully ignited 
when I realized that I 
could crawl up behind my 
friends and tie theirs to-
gether, too.

Ever since then, I have 
been fascinated by knot 
craft. Obviously, learn-
ing to recognize and tie 
knots is important to an 
outdoorsman. If you know 
knots, when the canoe 
flies off the roof racks of 
the car, you can look at 
your friend and say, “I 
guess I shouldn’t have 
relied on those granny 
knots.”

There was a time when I 
could name and tie some-
where around 25 different 
knots but that still did 
not help me when it come 
to successfully tying my 
shoelaces. 

The thing is in the out-
doors you rely on a few 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

SOME POINTS COME 
EASIER than others, as the 
Kings found out last week-
end in picking up two in 
a 5-0 romp over the Cam-
bridge Redhawks before 
picking up two more in a 
back-and-forth 7-5 win over 
the Listowel Cyclones.

The wins put the fourth-
place Kings (14-4-0-3) 
within two points of the 
top three teams of the 
Midwestern Conference 
– Stratford, Waterloo and 
Listowel – and a respect-
able nine points ahead of 
the fifth-place Kitchener 
Dutchmen.

On ice Saturday at the 
Cambridge arena, the 
Kings dominated right 
from the get-go, securing 
a 5-0 shutout against the 
Redhawks.

“I have to say that was 
probably the best defensive 
team performance we’ve 
had all year,” said head 
coach Trent Brown.

Isaac Taylor (Ty Biles, 
Damian Figueira) potted 
Elmira’s first point just 34 
seconds in. That was quick-
ly followed by a power 
play marker from Harrison 
Toms (Jeremey Goodwin, 
Brody Waters), putting the 
Kings up 2-0 before the 
first intermission.

The break did little to 
slow the Kings down as 
they entered the second, 
with the Elmira team pick-
ing up another two in the 
next 20 minutes. A quarter 
of the way through the 
period, Jakson Kirk (Zack 
Cameron, Hunter Dubecki) 
buried the team’s third of 
the match, while Brody 
Waters (J. Goodwin, Kurtis 
Goodwin) capped off the 
period with a fourth, with 
just forty seconds left on 
the clock.

The Kings were up 4-0 by 
the final stanza, and a shut-
out was definitely in the 
cards. K. Goodwin (Biles, 
Toms) potted the team’s 
fifth and final goal of the 
match at 8:35, pouring 
some salt on the wounds 
of the embattled home 
team, though at 27-20 for 
the visitors, the shots were 
closer than the scoreboard 
indicated.

The Redhawks were get-
ting frustrated, and tem-
pers finally boiled over in 
the final 10 seconds of the 
match. A skirmish broke 
out, and when the dust had 
settled Cambridge bore 
the brunt of the blame, los-
ing three members to the 
showers for instigating and 
inciting, while the Kings 
lost just one. Of course, the 
upset did nothing to end 

Elmira’s Anthony Azzano circles around the net in a Nov. 25 game at the WMC against the visiting Listowel Cyclones. Azzano’s power-play 
goal late in the third put the Kings ahead for the first time, pacing the team to a 7-5 win. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Woodland Boys’ volleyball squad. [FILE PHOTO] 

Elmira netminder Rhett 
Kimmel’s second shutout 
of the season.

“Rhett played very well 
for us,” said Brown. “But I 

thought we made life easy 
for him, as easy as we could 
– all five guys on the ice 
working to spots defensive-
ly and limiting Cambridge 

to only one chance per op-
portunity, and we didn’t 
really give up too many op-

Woodland girls’ basketball squad, boys’ volleyballers make a strong run at provincials
FAISAL ALI

IT’S THE END OF a saga for 
the athletes of Woodland 
Christian High School, as 
the girls’ basketball team’s 
season concluded with a 
shot at a bronze medal at 
the provincials last week. 

Playing at the basketball 
championships in North 
Bay November 22-24, the 
Cavaliers played through 
the competition until the 
final stages, ultimately fall-
ing in the bronze-medal 
game to MacDonald Cartier.

The Ontario Federation 
of School Athletic Associa-
tions (OFSAA) champion-
ship was the culmination of 
a season that saw the Wood-
land team propel through 
the regular season and the 
regional championships 
with a perfect record.

Seeded second of 18 teams 
at the OFSAA champion-
ships, the girls kept their 
winning streak alive, go-
ing through the first three 
rounds undefeated, before 
finally dropping that medal-
round decision. MacDonald 

Cartier proved the superior 
team, ultimately clinching 
the bronze over Woodland 
with a 61-44 final score.

Taking home the gold 
this year in girls’ basketball 
was the O’Gorman High 
School from Timmins, fol-
lowed by silver medalist 
E.J. Lajeunesse.

Also making a showing 
at the provincials was the 
Woodland boys’ volleyball 
team. Seeded ninth out of 
a roster of 20 competing 
teams, the boys nonetheless 
climbed to the top of their 

respective pool, edging out 
the four other teams in a set 
of round-robin matches, in-
cluding Durham Christian, 
which was seeded third 
overall.

The boys met their match, 
however, in the champion-
ship quarterfinals, falling to 
antique bronze medalists, 
Mère Theresa.

Medaling at the boys’ 
volleyball this year was the 
gold-winners Louis Riel, 
silver medalists St. Thomas 
Aquinas and the bronze 
Hamilton Christian.
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tried-and-true knots and 
hardly ever use the others. 
But that doesn’t mean you 
should not be aware of the 
options available. So every 
now and then, you need to 
find your handy book of 
knots and take a bit of a re-
fresher course. I typically 
do this during the winter 
when watching TV.

This is something you 
should not do in the bed-
room, however. I have 

learned from experience 
that when your better half 
walks into the bedroom 
and sees you practicing a 
handcuff knot, they often 
immediately hide your 
book of knots and prac-
tice rope for a good long 
time. If he or she walks in 
as you are practicing this 
knot blindfolded, it’s even 
worse. I’m still not sure 
why.

This is a shame because, 
and maybe this is the hot 

chocolate speaking, it 
seems to me that knowing 
a few good knots makes 
you a far more interesting 
and well-rounded person. 
I mean, name one person 
who doesn’t love a good 
prusik knot. 

I’m not exactly a social 
butterfly but even I know 
that when you are at a 
gathering and no one re-
acts positively to the fact 
that you just tied an alpine 
butterfly knot out of the 

bride’s train, it’s time to 
slip out the back door. 

Having said that, just 
because you know a knot 
doesn’t mean you should 
use it. For instance, I 
would never use a fire-
man’s chair knot unless 
the elevator was out and I 
was higher than the first 
floor – but only because 
that knot has a tendency 
to pinch.

Also, it’s never OK to 
lasso a person or group of 

people. I know that now.
My point is anyone who 

owns a rope ought to know 
a variety of knots – at least 
until the international Vel-
cro conglomerates seize 
total control of the market.  
Admittedly, some people 
do not get as excited about 
a carrick bend as I do. 
But, you know what?  I’m 
OK with them preferring 
the sheet bend.  After all, 
that’s the beauty of having 
so many incredible rope 

connecting options.  
Having said that, I know 

several outdoorsman who 
have skipped right past 
learning how to tie a vari-
ety of useful bends, knots, 
loops and hitches. Instead, 
they have decided to rely 
on a proven few. And 
that’s their loss, I suppose. 
But it sure says a lot about 
the temperament of some 
people. 

As for myself, I am knot-
ty by nature.

GALEA: Getting roped into the craft at an early age really paid off later on ... or at least it could have
FROM | 9

portunities. That was great 
to see guys buying on the 
defensive side of the puck 
as well.”

With a 5-0 landslide vic-
tory on Saturday, the Kings 
knew they were not going 
to have nearly as easy a 
time the following night.

Welcoming the first-
place Listowel Cyclones to 
the Elmira arena, the Kings 
had to fight tooth and nail 
for the 7-5 victory they 
got. Despite the two-point 
spread, it was Listowel 
that spent the most of the 
evening in the lead, with 
Elmira only just pulling the 
game back from the edge of 
defeat in the final two min-
utes of play.

“I think that that was a 
great character win for us. 
I mean, there’s a few things 
that we’d like see tightened 
up systematically and dis-
cipline-wise,” said Brown.

The Cyclones picked up 
the first two points of the 
match, including a power 
play marker coming half-
way through the first, be-
fore the Kings had a chance 
to respond. Toms (Tyson 
Hillier) narrowed the gap 
with four seconds left on 
the clock, ending the first 
frame at a 2-1 difference.

Entering the second, Du-
becki (Cameron) knotted 
the teams up 2-2, just two 
minutes in, but Listowel 
quickly responded with 
their second power-play 

goal of the evening. Lis-
towel was again in the lead, 
but Elmira was hot on their 
heels. Dubecki (Mason Mc-
Mahon, Damian Figueira) 
tied up the game for a sec-
ond time with a power-play 
marker, just five minutes 
before the frame was out.

The teams were now at 
a 3-3 standstill as the third 
frame opened. Listowel 
pulled into the lead again 
with another power play, 
but the Kings responded 
with two power-play goals 
of their own, the first com-
ing off the stick of K. Good-
win (J. Goodwin, Dubecki) 
nine minutes in, and a 
second from Anthony Az-
zano (Figueira, Cameron) 
at 15:31.

The Kings had finally 
inched ahead of the Cy-
clones at 5-4 with just 
under five minutes on the 
clock.

However, the Cyclones 
retaliated with a fifth goal 
at the 17-minute mark, set-
ting the two teams up for a 
chaotic final three minutes 
of play to break the tie.

Ultimately, it was Dami-
an Figueira (Isaac Taylor, 
Liam Burke) who potted 
the game-winning goal, 
scoring Elmira’s sixth at 
18:37. The Cyclones pulled 
their goalie for the extra at-
tacker, hoping to force the 
game into overtime, but 
the empty net proved easy 
pickings for J. Goodwin 
(Toms, Azzano).

Picking up four hard-
fought points over the 
weekend, the Kings will 
need to pull all the stops as 
they take on three teams 
in as many days starting 
Friday.

On November 30, the 
Elmira team will be on the 
road to Stratford to take 
on the runner-ups of the 
Midwestern Conference at 
a 7:30 p.m. meeting. The 
following night, the Kings 
face the 99ers in Brantford 
for a 7 p.m. game. On Sun-
day, the Kings return home 
for another 7 p.m. meeting 
against Kitchener.

Both Stratford and Kitch-
ener will prove to be the 
biggest obstacles for the 
Kings this week. Despite 

besting the first-place 
Listowel Cyclones at both 
their previous meetings, 
the Kings have yet to best 
the second-place Stratford 
Warriors or the fifth-place 
Kitchener Dutchmen.

“We’ve worked hard and 
developed the penalties to 
be within striking distance 
of the top of the confer-
ence. Those are two teams 
we have yet to beat, so 
we’re taking every measure 
and practice this week to 
prepare ourselves,” said 
Brown.

“You know, we really 
feed off our home crowd. 
And the more people that 
can come out and support 
us, I know the guys really 
appreciate that.”

KINGS: Elmira looking to keep things going by posting first wins over Stratford and Kitchener
FROM | 9

Jacks take it on the chin from Tavistock in back-to-back losses
VERONICA REINER

THE TAVISTOCK BRAVES 
SHOWED why they sit atop 
the divisional standings, 
beating Wellesley twice in 
as many days last week-
end.

Though losing last Fri-
day night on the road by 
a score of 5-1 and then at 
home 6-3 on Saturday, 
the Jacks held on to third 
place in the South Doherty 
Division with a record of 
13-4-1-3, their 30 points 
just one ahead of the 
Woodstock Navy Vets (14-
8-0-1)

Things were looking 
good for the Jacks early on 
in the November 23 match, 
as James Ranson drew 
first blood just 29 seconds 
into the game, with assists 
going to Shaun Pickering 
and Alex Uttley. They may 
have scored early, but not 
often, as the scoreboard 
belonged to the home 
team after that.

While the visitors took 
the 1-0 lead into the first 
intermission, Tavistock 
broke it open in the sec-
ond, taking advantage of a 
string of Wellesley penal-
ties to score three times 
on the power play en route 
to a 4-1 advantage by the 
time the frame ended.

Special teams were a 
factor in the lone goal of 
the third period. This time, 
however, the Braves were 
shorthanded when they 
rounded out the scoring at 

5-1 with less than five min-
utes to go. Tavistock ended 
up 3-10 on the power play, 
while Wellesley was 0-5 
with the advantage. Shots 
were 36-29 for the team 

that got to celebrate a win.
Things were slightly 

better the following night 
back at the Wellesley are-
na, but not good enough 
to prevent the Jacks from 

losing for the first time on 
home ice.

This time, it was Ta-
vistock that scored the 
lone goal of the opening 
20 minutes, again on the 

power play – they’d go 3-7 
by game’s end. They’d nev-
er relinquish the lead.

It was 2-0 at 2:22 of the 
second courtesy of another 
power-play marker, but 
Wellesley got on the board 
just a couple of minutes 
later, part of the action 
in the busiest frame of 
the match. The visitors 
restored their two-goal 
lead at 7:32 and it would be 
eight minutes before the 
Jacks got that one back. 
With just seconds to go, 
however, the Braves used 
the man advantage to 
make it 4-2.

The teams traded goals 
in the third, the Jacks 
making it 5-3 before giving 
up an empty-net goal with 
just over a minute to go.

Though still on the los-
ing end of the match, the 
Jacks did manage to bury 
a couple of more pucks 
while outshooting the visi-
tors 40-27.

About halfway through 
the season, the Jacks will 
be looking to get back on 
track this weekend – and 
start a new streak on home 
ice – when they welcome 
the Ayr Centennials Satur-
day at 7:30 p.m. and then 
the Delhi Travellers the 
following afternoon for a 2 
p.m. matinee. 

Wellesley’s Drew Mullett scraps with the Braves during game action Nov. 23 in Tavistock, the first of a home-and-home series that saw the Jacks come up emptyhanded. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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Home: 4 Visitor: 3
Goals: Cohen Clemmer (2), 
Sebastian Abate, Ryder Bauman
Assists: Ryder Bauman, Cohen 
Clemmer, Aaron Dolson, 
Johnathan Petrone, Ezekiel 
Schwartz

Atom: LL#3
Nov 25 Vs Minto Mad Dogs
Home: 4 Visitor: 3
Goals: Ryder Bauman (2), Tyler 
Bauman, Shootout: Sebastian 
Abate, Cohen Clemmer
Assists: Cohen Clemmer, Ben 
Hacock, Jackson Kellough, Max 
Stains

Atom: LL #3
Nov 25 Vs Thorhold Blackhawks 
#2
Home: 1 Visitor: 5
Goals: Cohen Clemmer
Assists: Finn Smith

Atom: MINOR A
Nov 23 Vs Cleveland Barons 
Black
Home: 6 Visitor: 1

THE SCORE
WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: AE
Nov 21 Vs CW Fusion
Home: 5 Visitor: 0
Goals: Liam Macgregor (3), Drew 
Snyder, Boston Esbaugh
Assists: Jackson Wolfe (2), Liam 
Macgregor, Nolan Cruikshank, 
Grayson Schimus, James 
Eckensweiler
Shutouts: Blake Briscoe

Novice: AE
Nov 25 Vs EH Devils
Home: 5 Visitor: 6
Goals: Jackson Wolfe (2), Luca 
Abate, Jerome Taylor, Hudson 
Lehtonen
Assists: Boston Esbaugh (3), 
Grayson Schimus, Drew Snyder, 
Hudson Lehtonen, Wyatt Garan, 
Jerome Taylor

Atom: AE
Nov 24 Vs Flamborough Sabres
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goals: Cam Dawson
Assists: Brody Habermehl, 
Fraser Allen

Atom: AE
Nov 17 Vs Ancaster Avalanche
Home: 5 Visitor: 3
Goals: Luke Forbes, William 
Krubally, Sam Houston, Brody 
Habermehl, Fraser Allen
Assists: William Krubally (2), 
Sam Houston

Atom: MAJOR A
Nov 20 Vs New Hamburg 
Huskies
Home: 1 Visitor: 1
Goals: Caleb Paquet
Assists: Adam Bloch

PeeWee: MAJOR AE
Nov 20 Vs Guelph Gryphons
Home: 0 Visitor: 0
Shutouts: Ethan Gilbert

PeeWee: MAJOR AE
Nov 22 Vs Milton Winterhawks 
Blue
Home: 2 Visitor: 5
Goals: Preston Hackert, Bryson 
Rozema
Assists: Josh Uhrig, Owen 
Tettman, Jamie Ferretti

PeeWee: MAJOR AE
Nov 24 Vs Milton Winterhawks 
Blue
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Hunter Brown (2), Josh 
Uhrig
Assists: Tyson Bauman (2), 
Preston Hackert (2)

PeeWee: MINOR AE
Nov 23 Vs Orangeville
Home: 2 Visitor: 4
Goals: Brandon Fishman (2)
Assists: Sam Krucshat (2), Blake 
Dueck

PeeWee: MINOR A
Nov 22 Vs New Hamburg 
Huskies
Home: 1 Visitor: 4
Goals: Evan Woods
Assists: Riley Dettweiler, Josh 
Carson

PeeWee: MINOR A
Nov 26 Vs Ancaster Avalanche
Home: 0 Visitor: 2

Bantam: LL1
Nov 23 Vs Embro
Home: 2 Visitor: 7
Goals: Josh Moore, Ashton 
Weber
Assists: Sam Goebel (2), Gabe 
Hicknell, Jonathan Horst

Bantam: LL1
Nov 25 Vs Beverly
Home: 5 Visitor: 2
Goals: Ashton Weber (2), Corbin 
Schmidt (3)
Assists: Ashton Weber (2), 
Corbin Schmidt, Jackson Smith, 

Sam Goebel, Gabe Hicknell, 
Nicholas Ritchie, Josh Moore

Midget: LL#1
Nov 22 Vs St Clements
Home: 3 Visitor: 2
Goals: Tyler Brubacher, Eli 
Baldin, Andrew Weber
Assists: Sullivan Keen, Nathan 
Taylor

Midget: LL#1
Nov 24 Vs New Hamburg
Home: 5 Visitor: 0
Goals: Cody Kroetch, Eli Baldin, 
Sam Nitsche, Matt Fleischmann, 
Braxten Breen
Assists: Andrew Weber (2), 
Connor Bentley (2), Cody 
Kroetch, Max Nitsche, Adam 
Anstett
Shutouts: Matt Kraemer

Tournaments

Novice: MAJOR A
Nov 24 Vs Southpoint Captials
Home: 4 Visitor: 1
Goals: Tyson Moran, Owen 
Weber, Eric Kane, Nate Martin
Assists: Elijah Weiss (2), Seth 
Shantz, Nate Martin, Isaiah 
Shantz

Atom: LL #3
Nov 23 Vs Oro Thunder #2
Home: 10 Visitor: 1
Goals: Jackson Kellough (3), 
Ryder Bauman (2), Cohen 
Clemmer (2), Sebastian Abate, 
Tyler Bauman, Johnny Petrone
Assists: Cohen Clemmer (2), 
Aaron Dolson (2), Sebastian 
Abate, Benjamin Hacock

Atom: LL #3
Nov 24 Vs Woolwich #3
Home: 3 Visitor: 2
Goals: Tyler Bauman, Jackson 
Kellough
Assists: Sebastian Abate, Cohen 
Clemmer

Atom: LL#3
Nov 25 Vs Lincoln Oilers

Goals: Mason Gear, Nolan Martin 
(4), Jordan Martin
Assists: Zach Wiseman (2), 
Matthew Kochut, Josh Wraight, 
Zach Carter, Levi Adams, Cohen 
Hamburger

Atom: MINOR A
Nov 23 Vs Fort Wayne Force
Home: 5 Visitor: 5
Goals: Nolan Martin (2), Josh 
Wraight, Thomas McCarthy, 
Mason Gear
Assists: Zach Wiseman (2), 
Cameron Fisher, Rhys Taylor, 
Cruz Balog, Nolan Martin, Josh 
Wraight, Levi Adams

Atom: MINOR A
Nov 24 Vs Oakland Jr. Grizzlies
Home: 2 Visitor: 5
Goals: Matthew Kochut, Thomas 
McCarthy
Assists: Josh Wraight, Rhys 
Taylor

Atom: MINOR A
Nov 24 Vs Plymouth Stingrays
Home: 6 Visitor: 0
Goals: Rhys Taylor, Jordan 

Martin, Cruz Balog, Mason Gear, 
Matthew Kochut, Josh Wraight
Assists: Rhys Taylor, Cameron 
Fisher, Matthew Kochut, Colton 
Sinclair
Shutouts: Cohen Patterson & 
Cohen Hamburger

Atom: MINOR A
Nov 25 Vs Belle Tire Devils
Home: 4 Visitor: 1
Goals: Jordan Martin, Cruz 
Balog, Thomas McCarthy, Josh 
Wraight
Assists: Zach Carter (2), Levi 
Adams (2), Nolan Martin

Atom: LL#2
Nov 24 Vs Thorold Blackhawks 
#2
Home: 3 Visitor: 2
Goals: Aiden Acheson, Oliver 
Horn, Grant Rintoul
Assists: Grant Rintoul, Logan 
McLachlan, Matthew Wilkie, 
Christien Desroches

Atom: LL#2
Nov 24 Vs Oro Thunder #1
Home: 2 Visitor: 1

Goals: Logan McLachlan (2)
Assists: Matthew Wilkie (2), 
Oliver Horn

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Nov 23 Vs Wallaceburg Lakers
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Cale Waechter, Eric Kane
Assists: Isaiah Shantz, Elijah 
Weiss, Mitch Walker

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Nov 23 Vs Essex Ravens
Home: 1 Visitor: 0
Goals: Owen Weber
Assists: Cale Waechter, Eric Kane
Shutouts: Tyler Fisher

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Nov 24 Vs Southpoint Captials
Home: 5 Visitor: 0
Goals: Hudson Haycock (2), 
Eric Kane, Isaiah Shantz, Mitch 
Walker
Assists: Owen Weber (2), Cale 
Waechter (2), Nate Martin (2), 
Tyson Moran (2), Kane Kruschat
Shutouts: Tyler Fisher

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Nov 25 Vs Essex Ravens
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Eric Kane, Owen Weber, 
Mitch Walker

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: B
Nov 24 Vs Huron Heat
Home: 2 Visitor: 3
Goals: Isla McCoubrey, Emily 
Brubacher
Assists: Ellie Clemmer

Novice: B
Nov 22 Vs Kitchener
Home: 1 Visitor: 0
Goals: Isla McCoubrey
Assists: McKenzie Rank
Shutouts: Elle English

Novice: LL#1
Nov 25 Vs Twin Center 
Hericanes
Home: 7 Visitor: 1
Goals: Taylor Rayfield (3), Hailey 
Frede, Kim Bishop, Kynlee 
Nelson, Madison Gofton

Assists: Keira Walsh, Emily 
Wright (2)

Atom: LL
Nov 24 Vs Guelph Jr. Gryphons 
Red
Home: 5 Visitor: 1
Goals: Addison Fitzgerald (3), 
Addison Bettke (2)
Assists: Loxley Walsh (3), 
Amelia McLeod, Mia Medeiros, 
Cayleigh McQuinn, Addison 
Searth, Addison Fitzgerald

Atom: B
Nov 24 Vs Ayr Rockets
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Alexa Grundy, Brooklyn 
Pope
Assists: Alexa Grundy

PeeWee: LL
Nov 11 Vs Grand River Mustangs
Home: 1 Visitor: 6
Goals: Rebecca Airdrie
Assists: Lauren Weber, Addison 
Slot

PeeWee: LL
Nov 16 Vs Waterloo Ravens
Home: 2 Visitor: 3
Goals: Ally Crane, Sofia Fitch
Assists: Sofia Fitch, Hailey 
Mueller

PeeWee: LL
Nov 18 Vs Guelph PeeWee 
White
Home: 2 Visitor: 4
Goals: Sofia Fitch, Hailey Mueller
Assists: Ally Crane, Hailey 
Mueller, Sofia Fitch

Bantam: B
Nov 25 Vs Oakville Hornets B
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Kaitlyn Hyatt, Olivia 
Bloemberg (2)
Assists: Marlee Fraser (2)

Bantam: B
Nov 26 Vs Twin Centre 
Hericanes
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Madi Martin, Katie Lee
Assists: Marlee Fraser (2), Olivia 
Bloemberg, Kaitlyn Hyatt
Shutouts: Gwyneth Martin

The Woolwich Wildcats Major Peewee A were the Capital Cup champions in Leamington Nov. 23-25. 
Front row: Justin Strohoff, Tyler Fisher and Hudson Haycock. Second row: Tyson Moran, Mitch Walker, 
Kane Kruschat, Owen Weber and Cale Waechter. Third row: Josh Gibson, Beckett Wadel, Seth Shantz, Eric 
Kane, Isaiah Shantz, Tyson Roth, Elijah Weiss and Nate Martin. Back: coaches Blake Ziegler, Dalton Taylor, 
Jordan Moore, Tyler Martin.

PEEWEES TAKE GOLD IN LEAMINGTON

Kings’ youngest player is proving himself to be a valuable contributor

VERONICA REINER

HEIDELBERG’S BRODY 
WATERS IS more than 
happy to continue the 
family tradition – hockey. 
Currently playing for the 
Elmira Sugar Kings, the 
16-year-old has previ-
ously played hockey for 
the Guelph Gryphons and 
plans to stay involved with 
the sport in the future. 

The interest started early 
for Waters.

“I’ve been playing since 
I was about 3,” said Wa-
ters. “I grew up around 
the game. My dad grew up 
playing hockey, and my 
brother played it when he 
was young as well, so he 
really inspired me.”

Although he is the young-
est on the Sugar Kings ros-
ter, he remains among the 

scoring leaders, averaging a 
little over a point per game. 
Head coach Trent Brown 
noted that he is versatile, 
capable of skillfully playing 
both offense and defence. 
As well, he always knows 
what to expect from the 
young player.

“Very predictable, which 
is a good thing –  he’s very 
creative with the puck,” 
said Brown. “But defen-
sively reliable. No ques-
tions about what you’re 
going to get when you put 
him over the boards. You’re 
going to get high energy 
and, from a fan standpoint, 
entertainment.”

In 19 games, the young 
forward, who prefers play-
ing on the right wing, has 
racked up 23 points – eight 
goals and 15 assists.

“He’s very good,” said 

Brown. “He can do things 
that will play out at the 
seat, but he won’t go off on 
his own. He’ll stick with 
the plan and make himself 
better, and make his team-
mates better and give the 
team-first plays.”

The passion for the 
sport runs deep – his fa-
ther is Rob Waters, who is 
involved with the Friends 
of Hockey group. Friends 
of Hockey assists families 
who could not otherwise 
place their children in 
minor hockey, through 
helping with all or part of 
the costs with registration, 
equipment, etc. The group 
was formed in 2009. 

His late grandfather, Bob 
Waters, was instrumen-
tal in forming Friends of 
Hockey and named a life-
time member of Woolwich 

Minor Hockey in 1994. He 
sponsored local hockey, 
soccer and baseball teams. 
He also served on Wool-
wich municipal council 
from 1982 to 1994 and 
heavily contributed to the 
community. 

The laneway outside 
in front of the WMC was 
named Bob Waters Way in 
his honour. So Brody Wa-
ters is glad to carry on the 
family legacy. 

“It’s never a bad time 
on the ice,” said Waters. “I 
want to go as far as I can in 
hockey, and pursue some-
thing related to it.” 

Waters is an 11th grade 
student at Elmira District 
Secondary School. The 
close proximity to the 
WMC makes for convenient 
afterschool practices.

Back to the Sugar Kings, 

the team just had a suc-
cessful weekend after win-
ning both games against 
the Cambridge Red Hawks 
and Listowel Cyclones. 
Brown is currently focus-
ing on improving the team 
skill.

“It’s all about the process 

for us,” said Brown. “We’re 
almost halfway through 
the year, so we want to get 
better every day and every 
week. We’re not looking 
ahead to win any trophies, 
yet we’re just focusing on 
our game and getting bet-
ter every day.”

Brody Waters is among the team’s scoring leaders, carrying on a family tradition linked to hockey in Woolwich

Brody Waters  [ VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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VENTURE
FOOD FOR THOUGHT/ 
OWEN ROBERTS

FIELD
NOTES

AT THE HELM / CHANGING OF THE GUARD

EVERYONE WANTS CHEAP 
FOOD – in fact, the recently 
released third annual Ca-
nadian Centre for Food 
Integrity research study 
shows rising food costs are 
what concern consumers 
the most.

The rising cost of food 
maintained the top posi-
tion for the third year in a 
row, at 67 per cent. That’s 
up five per cent in just one 
year.

Keeping healthy food 
affordable ranked second, 
along with the cost of 
health care (up nine per 
cent) and energy (up five 
per cent).

But cheap food comes at 
a cost to farmers. They’re 
under constant pressure to 
produce food for as little 
money as possible. 

So they look for savings 
wherever they can, keeping 
in mind their production 
practices must pass the 
sniff test with society. It’s 
fine to save money, but not 
at the expense of animal 
welfare or the environ-
ment. They need to find 
another way to do it.

Research helps. After five 
years of intensive study, 

Locally 
produced 
genetic 
tests save 
everyone 
money

ROBERTS | 13

Kindred Credit Union names new CEO
Organization undertook an extensive search before picking Ian Thomas to replace retired CEO

VERONICA REINER

Ian Thomas is set to become Kindred Credit Union’s new CEO in January, replacing the retiring Brent Zorgdrager, who has held the position since 2010. Kindred has been searching for a new 
candidate since spring. He’ll be arriving from British Columbia. [SUBMITTED]

KINDRED CREDIT UNION’S 
ONGOING search for a CEO 
is over, the position hav-
ing been awarded to Ian 
Thomas, who is coming 
all the way from Langley, 
British Columbia to take on 
the role.  

He is set to replace 
Brent Zorgdrager, who an-
nounced last spring he’d 
be stepping down from the 
position he’s held since 
2010. The transition is set 
for January.

“We ended up getting 
more than 100 résumés 
from across the country,” 
noted Susan Taves, chair 
of Kindred’s board of di-
rectors. “There are some 
exceptional Canadians 
from the financial institu-
tion world. So it was a long 
process to even get down to 
the shortlisted candidates.”

The decision was made 
by a five-member commit-
tee that evaluated potential 
candidates for months. 

“A big part of the search 
committee’s function 
was really just finding 
that person that was the 
right fit,” said the director 
of brand and marketing 
Frank Chrisholm. “And 
we certainly believe Ian is 
that person for us. Some-
one that can lead us into a 
sustainable future over the 
next five, ten, and further 
years is key for us.”

Another element that set 
Thomas apart was his expe-
rience in other credit unions 
as well as his educational 
background. He is currently 
serving as vice-president, 
strategic partnerships and 
development, at Coastal 
Capital Savings. According 
to Taves, credit union use is 
significantly higher among 

British Columbia residents 
than in Ontario.

“A good 25 to 30 per cent 
of all B.C. residents bank 
with a credit union,” said 
Taves. “In Ontario, it’s 
more like five per cent. So 
he’s got some great per-
spective and knowledge 
about credit unions in a 
more dominant space. He 
was really drawn to Kin-
dred’s particular social pur-
pose and value statement.”

Coastal Capital Savings 
where Ian works at is the 
second largest credit union 
in Canada regarding assets 
and members. The largest 
Canadian credit union is 
Vancity, also based in Brit-

ish Columbia. Kindred has 
many locations across the 
region, including one in 
downtown Elmira.

While members do not 
need to be part of the 
church necessarily, much 
of Kindred Credit Union’s 
mandates and values align 
with its previous name, 
Mennonite Savings and 
Credit Union, which was 
changed in 2016.

“We are member-driven, 
and we have a strong faith 
statement as well that we 
want to hold our faith close 
to our purpose,” said Taves. 
“While people don’t have to 
be a member of a church, 
we ask them to recognize 

that Kindred’s motto and 
activities are going to be 
based on a faith statement 
of caring for your commu-
nity, being fair and honest, 
and acting with integrity.”

Taves noted the compa-
ny has had great leadership 
in previous years, so imple-
menting substantial chang-
es is something the new 
CEO should not be overly 
concerned with. However, 
the new CEO should look 
to grow Kindred and credit 
unions in general.

“It’s highly regulated,” 
explained Taves. “We have 
a lot of rules and require-
ments of what we can and 
can’t do, so a CEO needs to 

be very in tune to that. So 
looking at it from a mem-
bership basis, and what we 
can do for our communi-
ties, then looking at it from 
how we’re regulated - the 
CEO has a pretty full plate.”

Before Ian’s time at Coast 
Capital, he also worked 
at RBC Financial and De-
loitte. He holds his masters 
of business administra-
tion from the University of 
Calgary’s Haskayne School 
of Business as well as his 
ICD.D from the Institute of 
Corporate Directors.

Coming with him to On-
tario will be his wife of 23 
years, Sherrilyn, and their 
two children.

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra

QUALITY COLOUR PHOTO REPRINTS

FROM PAPER TO PRINT
5x7

$11 2nd Print 
only $5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only $7.50

4x6
$92nd Print 

only $4.50Visit our website to order any photo in paper or online.

THAT PHOTO IN THE OBSERVER CAN BE YOURS.
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FURNITURE & DESIGN

19 Arthur Street S, Elmira 

CHERVINFURNITURE.CA

BLACK 
FRIDAYsale

15% OFF FLOOR MODELS
         10% OFF CUSTOM ORDERS

By 8 a.m. last Saturday, the Village Home Hardware store in Linwood was bustling with shoppers as the business held its grand opening to mark the new location in the village. Pictured is owner John Kuepfer with Kitchener-Conestoga MP Harold Albrecht. Kuepfer also joined in a 
chorus that performed as part of the opening celebrations. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE A NEW HOME IN LINWOOD

Call for a no-pressure consultation:

(519) 669-9919

Friday, December 7th 
& Saturday, December 8th 10AM– 4PM

1st Anniversary 
 & Christmas
OPEN HOUSE

Please join us … and bring a friend!
Snacks and refreshments provided

Save the Date: 
Bauer Hearing is hosting our

25 Industrial Drive, Unit 7A  |  Elmira, ON N3B 3K3

a lab at the University of 
Guelph led by Prof. Allan 
King has come up with 
an answer to some of the 
causes behind small pig 
litters and piglet deaths. 
And lately they’ve put a 
dollar figure to it. 

They found that screen-
ing boars (male pigs) for a 
genetic abnormality called 
chromosome translocation 
that causes these prenatal 
piglet deaths and smaller 
litters is close to 5.30:1 – 
for every dollar invested, 
revenue increases by 
$5.30. 

That translates to nearly 
$7,500 in a 500-sow herd.  
That’s significantly higher 
than the 3:1 return re-
searchers estimated when 
they first identified the 
abnormality. 

When farmers make 
more revenue, they can 

pass those savings into 
consumers by keeping the 
price of food down. It’s 
even better when those 
savings can be assisted by 
a relatively inexpensive 
lab test, rather than with 
additional equipment 
or something equally as 
costly.

The new research is 
contained in a report by 
Claudia Schmidt and Al 
Mussell at Guelph’s Agri-
Food Economic Systems. 
The savings they found are 
based on testing and total-
ly screening out boars with 
the chromosome translo-
cation, and reducing pre-
natal piglet loss, which can 
result in about 100 more 
piglets born per year. 

The actual benefit per 
farm will depend on a va-
riety of production factors, 
they say. The higher the 
gross margin per hog, the 
higher the return on invest-

ment for testing the boar.
But overall the savings 

are eye opening.
“Decreased fertility, 

through chromosomal 
abnormalities, can sig-
nificantly reduce revenues 
and profitability of hog 
production,” they say.

The abnormality hap-
pens naturally, when cells 
divide and genes line 
up improperly. It can be 
passed on to subsequent 
generations and result in 
three or four fewer piglets 
per litter than normal. It’s 
easy to miss because boars 
affected by the abnormal-
ity show no outward signs 
of problems. That’s where 
screening comes in.

With support from the 
Ontario Ministry of Agri-
culture, Food and Rural 
Affairs, the Canada Re-
search Chairs’ program 
and Guelph’s Department 
of Biomedical Sciences, 

ROBERTS: Turning to research to help keep costs down
FROM | 12 King and his team have 

worked with pig producers 
for five years to assess the 
accuracy of their test.

Most recently, this re-
search sparked a spin-off 
company by King, and 
research associate Kevin 
Kuschke, called Karyotekk 
Inc., created with help 
from the university’s Re-
search Innovation Office.

Testing is carried out 
at the Ontario Veterinary 
College, in conjunction 
with Guelph’s Animal 
Health Laboratory. It’s one 
of a half-dozen labs world-
wide testing for chromo-
some translocation.

King says the savings 
to producers are timely, 
as domestic consumption 
wanes and margins tighten 
even more. 

“This testing procedure 
gives producers greater 
control over reproduction 
in their herds,” he says.
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / LIVE THEATRE

A grown-up Alice returns to Wonderland 
EDSS drama students spin a new musical yarn based on the classic adventure tales in Wonderland Again

FAISAL ALI

IT’S BEEN MORE THAN 150 
years since Lewis Carroll 
first penned the iconic sto-
ry of Alice’s Adventures in 
Wonderland. And whether 
you’re a fan of the original 
books, the Disney ani-
mated movie, the Jefferson 
Airplane interpretation, or 
the numerous other reim-
agings of a Victorian-era 
girl’s adventures in a world 
of whimsy, there seems to 
seems to be a near-inex-
haustible variety of mate-
rial to mine from Carroll’s 
classic work.

It’s within the seminal 
setting down the rabbit 
hole that the students 
of EDSS are performing 
their own original musical 
production, Wonderland 
Again.

Dubbed “a fantastical 
non-musical musical!” in 
typical Wonderland style, 
the production will feature 
a novel twist on the famil-
iar tale as Alice once again 
must navigate the upside-
down world of Carroll’s 
imagining. Only this time, 
she is returning on a mis-
sion to find and rescue her 
daughter, Allison, from the 
machinations of the Red 
Queen. 

“It’s just a really fun 
show, and it’s a great group 
of people,” says Hadley 
Mustakas, who takes a 
leading role as the grownup 
Alice. “It’s an interesting 
take on the story, seeing 
her all grown up with a 
husband and a daughter 
and travelling back to Won-
derland, and seeing what’s 
happened to the characters 

over time.”
Alice will once again be 

reuniting with all her old 
friends and foes, including 
the White Rabbit, the Mad 
Hatter and the Cheshire 
Cat, as well as the villain-
ous Red Queen. But it’s a 
more mature Alice, notes 
Mustakas, that returns to 
familiar territory.

“She has a newfound 
strength as she’s older, and 
has a very ‘mom-sense’ 
with her daughter,” says 
Mustakas. “So she’s defi-
nitely wiser and can fight 
her own battles now, but 
still has that sweet, young 
feeling when she goes back 
to Wonderland.”

Joining Alice on her 
adventure’s through the 
madcap land is her com-
paratively down-to-earth 

and sensible husband, 
Frank. Played by fellow stu-
dent Cole Campbell, Frank 
suddenly finds himself in 
a world where “down-to-
earth” and “sensible” are 
about  as commonplace as, 
well, a hookah-smoking 
caterpillar in Elmira.

“It’s a lot of fun,” says 
Cole. “I personally relate 
to Frank. He’s just this ste-
reotypical dad-figure – he’s 
got everything you need, 
a handyman. He carries 
around this bag which has 
everything that everyone 
needs at all times – it’s like 
Mary Poppins’ bag, be-
cause you never know what 
he’s going to pull out of it.”

The production will cer-
tainly appeal to those fa-
miliar with Alice’s tale, but 
it’s a story that anyone can 

get into, say the students.
“There’s something in 

the show for everyone,” 
says Mustakas. “There’s 
humour, and there’s battles 
and there’s the family dy-
namic, which is a really 
sweet part of the story to 
watch, so there’s just some-
thing in the show for all 
ages and for everyone to 
enjoy.”

“We’re pulling characters 
not just from Alice in Won-
derland, but also Through 
the Looking-Glass as well,” 
adds EDSS drama teacher 
DJ Carroll, who penned 
the script. “So it’s covering 
both stories. It’s got very 
traditional elements, so 
you have the Mad Hatter 
and the tea party. You have 
the Cheshire Cat. But it’s 
also got some elements 

that are not traditional, 
and that is, of course, the 
music.”

Taking the director’s 
chair, Carroll is joined by 
fellow teachers Jackie Mus-
takas for choreography and 
vocal coaching, and Paul 
Macleod for music direc-
tion.

“Instead of doing a 
traditional musical that 
the songs are written spe-
cifically for the play, we are 
picking music from pop 
culture and other musicals. 
So it’s full of songs that 
everyone in the audience 
is already going to know 
what the songs are. In fact, 
there’s several times when 
the audience gets to sing 
along with us.”

Wonderland Again opens 
tonight (November 29) 

The EDSS cast will be going all out in their interpretation of the Lewis Carroll classic in Wonderland Again, opening this evening at 7:30 p.m. at the high school. The story sees Alice, now an adult with a child of her own, making a return 
trip to the scene of her early adventures, this time with her family in tow. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

with a 7:30 p.m. showing at 
the EDSS auditorium, fol-
lowed by a second showing 
tomorrow, again at 7:30. A 
final two showing will run 
on Saturday at 1 and 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $10 for 
general admission, $8 stu-
dents and seniors, and $5 
children. A matinee special 
family pass is also avail-
able for four to six people 
at $20.

“It is an incredibly 
farcical comedy, where 
the fourth-wall is broken 
down,” says Carroll. “The 
audience becomes a part 
of the show several times 
[getting] drawn into the 
story, and it is basically 
just this fun story about a 
family who happened to 
be going through Wonder-
land.”

STARTING AT 20% OFF STOREWIDE
Floor Clocks • Wall Clocks • Mantel Clocks • Watches • Accent Furniture

20 Benjamin Rd, Waterloo
519 884 2511
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK 
A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS

Looking for the 

Perfect Gift this 
Christmas?

2018 OBSERVER GIFT IDEAS

Christmas?
Look to the Observer’s Gift Ideas guide to find 

the perfect gift from a great local business!

T420

$24999
  reg.
$299

i5 2540m 2.6 ghz 
8 gig x 320 gig 7 pro 

T430

$349  reg.
$399

i5 3320m 2 ghz 
8 gig x 500 gig 7 pro 

T440s

$649  reg.
$699

i7 4600u 2.1 ghz
8 gig x 160 gig SSD 10 pro

T450s

$749  reg.
$799

i7 5600u 2.6 ghz
8 gig x 256 gig SSD 10 pro

RealityBytes
MacBooks Lenovo ThinkpadsiPads

Open until 9pm for Moonlight Madness
SALE CONTINUES UNTIL SOLD OUT!
Open until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight MadnessOpen until 9pm for Moonlight Madness

APPLE
MacBook Air

$49999
  reg.
$54999

Intel i5 425ou, 1.3 ghz
4 gig x 128 gig SSD
11" screen • Mojave OS
 

APPLE
MacBook Air

$59999
  reg.
$69999

Intel i5 425ou, 1.3 ghz
4 gig x 128 gig SSD
13" screen • Mojave OS
 

iPad 2
16 GB

$9999
  reg.

$13999

iPad 4
16 GB

$15999
  reg.

$199

Cell PhonesCell PhonesCell PhonesCell PhonesCell PhonesCell PhonesCell PhonesCell PhonesCell PhonesCell PhonesCell PhonesCell Phones
Motorola G5

Unlocked!!

$12999
  reg.
$17999

1.4 ghz Octa-Core, 2GB RAM 16GB Storage
5" screen  Android OS

24-36 hr battery with normal use 
1 year manufacture warranty 

Open until 9pm for Moonlight Madness

179

Wow! $100 Off!

Black Friday/Moonlight Madness Blow Out Continues!

www.realitybytes.com

112 Bonnie Cres. (at Union) 
ELMIRA, ON  ·  519-669-5551

 

Call us today! WE FIX ALL BRANDS!

Second
Location

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

2 Locations to serve you!

112 Bonnie Cres. 
ELMIRA, ON

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON

519-669-5551 519-787-0006

ON NOW!
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Save!Save!Save!

ON NOW!

Visit us in store this holiday season to get your 
Peel & Save card! You have a chance to receive 

John Deere toys & merchandise ORJohn Deere toys & merchandise OR

Visit us in store this holiday season to get your 
Peel & Save card! You have a chance to receive Win Your PurchaseWin Your PurchaseWin Your Purchase

Win Your Purchase

Save!Save!Save!
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Save!Save!Save!
&

Save!
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Save!
&

Save!
&

Save!
&&&

Save!
&

Save!Save!Save!
Wishing you all the 

best this season and 
a happy prosperous 

new year!

Wishing you all the Wishing you all the 

Elmira
275 Church St. West | (519) 669-5453

*SEE IN STORE FOR DETAILS

© 2011 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. CNH and New Holland 
are registered trademarks of CNH America LLC. www.newholland.com

7293 Wallenstein ON
519-669-5176

esmfarmequipment.com

STOP IN AND SEE US TODAY!  
Or visit partstore.agriculture.newholland.com.

These authentic, small-scale reproductions of New Holland equipment are 
rugged and durable, just like their full-size counterparts. Available in a range 
of models and styles, they’re sure to delight both the young and the young at 
heart. It’s the equipment you love at just the right size to fit under your tree.
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103 Ontario St. S., Kitchener • 519-745-4053 • Monday to Friday 10:30 - 6 • Saturday 11-4 • www.jamiesonsbilliards.com

Since 1929
Family Owned and Operated

Pool Tables

Foosball
Tables Made in Canada

by Canada Billiards

Dart Board
Cabinets

with
Scoreboard

See us for Outdoor
Ping Pong Tables

BILLIARDS
If you have a love for billiards and an appreciation for great billiard tables, 
or if you are a fan of any indoor games, then you owe it to yourself to visit

Jamieson’s Billiard Sales & Service.

• Pool Table Sales, Service,
Supplies and Accessories

• Recovering and Refurbishing

• Billiard Table Lights
• WE DELIVER!

FREE PARKING AT THE DOOR!

See us for:

103 Ontario St. S., Kitchener • 519-745-4053 • Monday to Friday 10:30 - 6 • Saturday 11-4 • www.jamiesonsbilliards.com

Pool Tables

or if you are a fan of any indoor games, then you owe it to yourself to visit
Jamieson’s Billiard Sales & Service.

Darts
Dart Boards

and Accessories

It’s prime time for checking in to Holiday Inn
Cambridge theatre is the third stop for Drayton Entertainment’s production of the stage version of the classic film

VERONICA REINER

KNOWN FOR BING CROSBY 
crooning out White Christ-
mas for the first time, 
Holiday Inn is a seasonal 
staple. Now a stage produc-
tion based on the 1942 film, 
the musical is offering up 
classics such as “Happy 
Holiday,” “Cheek to Cheek,” 
and “Blue Skies” at the 
Hamilton Family Theatre 
in Cambridge. 

“We are thrilled to be the 
first theatre company in 
Canada to produce Holiday 
Inn,” says Alex Mustakas, 
artistic director of Dray-
ton Entertainment. “It’s a 
brand new musical with 
spectacular dancing and 
unforgettable songs by Ir-
ving Berlin. It’s the perfect 
show to get everyone in the 
holiday spirit.”

As with the movie, Holi-
day tells the story of Jim 
Hardy (Zach Trimmer), 
who decides to leave the 
tough slog of performing 
with partners Ted Hanover 
(Matthew Armet) and Lila 

Zach Trimmer’s Jim Hardy leads the cast in one of the many musical numbers in the Drayton Entertainment production of Holiday Inn, which takes the audience through a year’s worth of holidays set to a score by Irving Berlin. At right, Trimmer and Jayme Armstrong (as Linda Mason) 
have a go at White Christmas, the holiday standard that first appeared in the 1942 film. [SUBMITTED]

Dixon (Alexandra Herzog) 
for some easy country liv-
ing. He buys a farm in Con-
necticut, plans to marry 
Lila and settle into the 
good life. Lila bails on the 
plan before it even begins, 
opting to stay in show biz 
and professing her love for 
Ted. 

Pushing ahead with his 
plans for becoming a farm-
er, Jim quickly discovers 
there’s nothing easy about 
that life. A year later, he’s 
come up with a new plan: 
converting the farmhouse 
into an inn that will be 
open only on holidays. In 
that venture, he’s joined by 
Linda Mason (Jayme Arm-
strong), a young woman 
with dreams of becoming a 
musical performer. 

Things get complicated 
when Ted, having been 
ditched by Lila, decides 
Linda would be an ideal 
dance partner, leaving Jim 
with a case of déjà vu and 
worried that Ted will spirit 
Linda away from the cozy 
setup they’ve created at the 

inn, where Jim can keep 
contact with his former 
life.

“He has his Broadway 
friends come in from New 
York to Connecticut on 
the holidays when they 
have their days off from 
performing,” explains 
Trimmer of his Jim Hardy 
alter-ego. “He has this idea 
to keep a little performing 
in his life. So he continues 
these holiday performanc-
es with all of his Broadway 
friends and has the best of 
both worlds.”

Those performers are a 
talented ensemble of 10 
tackling a dozen songs by 
Irving Berlin that cover a 
whole year’s worth of holi-
days, not just the Christ-
mas season now upon us.

“These classic shows 
are tried and true,” says 
Trimmer. “To be able to do 
them and sing recogniz-
able songs and bring back 
nostalgia for the audience 
is always rewarding.

“Even when the tune of 
White Christmas starts, you 

can hear some sighs in the 
audience. The familiarity 
is always fun to be able to 
perform because people 
always have their own, in-
dividual specific memories 
tied to each of these songs.”

Tensions arise between 
Jim and Ted when Ted tries 
to lure Linda away from 
Connecticut to become 
his new dance partner in 
Hollywood. The two begin 
competing for her affec-
tions. Of course, there is a 
lively musical number for 
this as well. Trimmer noted 
that the cast puts their own 
original spin on these clas-
sic songs.

“I think our main audi-
ence is familiar with all 
the classic songs that are 
involved,” he says. “I think 
it’s just a different way 
they’ve heard them before, 
with a different storyline so 
I really think it’s for every-
body.” 

There are elements of 
comedy featured, particu-
larly with brassy handy-
woman Louise Badger 

played by Laura Caswell.  
Louise helps Jim fix up his 
farmhouse, and has plenty 
of witty one-liners to go 
along with it. 

Behind the scenes is the 
experienced Michael Lich-
tefeld, who directed and 
choreographed the show.  
He has previous experience 
on Broadway, the Stratford 
Festival, and past Drayton 
Entertainment performanc-
es including White Christ-
mas, Anything Goes and 
Thoroughly Modern Millie. 

“I’ve worked with him 
several times, and he’s a 
genius,” says Trimmer. “I 
think he’s made some great 
improvements on the show 
and made this a really excit-
ing experience for every-
body.”

This is the third run for 
the cast, the majority of 
whom performed in May-
June at the Drayton Festival 
Theatre and September at 
the Huron Country Play-
house in Grand Bend. This 
time, their performance will 
be in Cambridge.

Since the majority of the 
cast is returning members, 
Trimmer noted that this 
makes rehearsal a little 
bit easier as they all have 
performed plenty of times 
before. The cast rehearses 
three days as a refresher, 
versus the usual two weeks 
spent to learn an entirely 
new play.

“Memorizing the whole 
script without a reference 
or someone to work with at 
first is probably the most 
difficult part,” says Trim-
mer. “Because you don’t 
have a vision of what it’s 
going to be yet, so it’s really 
just words on a page. When 
you put the movement and 
songs and everything to-
gether, it kind of fits like a 
puzzle.”

The Drayton Entertain-
ment production of Holiday 
Inn runs through December 
20 at the Hamilton Family 
Theatre Tickets are $46, 
available online at www.
draytonentertainment.com, 
in person at the box office or 
by calling 519 621 8000.
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CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$9.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$15.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

FIND IT
IN THE OBSERVER

HELP WANTED

WANTED

HELP WANTED

FULL TIME HELP wanted 
at Schnurr’s Grocery in 
Linwood, 4 to 5 days per 
week. Call 519 698 2370

HELP WANTED IN a welding 
shop, manufacturing live-
stock equipment, welding 
,fitting , and assembling. 
Welding experience an 
asset but willing to teach, 
Farm experience also an 
asset. Apply in person to 
E.S. Martin Welding [2016], 
5111 Schummer Line R.R.#1 
Linwood or call 226 750-7506 
for an appointment. 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE day 
to day management of 
chicken broilers for barn 
setup, cleanout, sanitation, 
housekeeping, operating 
loader tractor and other 
necessary tasks. Willingness 
to work around manure and 
mortalities. Experience may 
be considered an asset, but 
is not necessary. Questions 
about the position are 
welcome. 519-835-3372. 

CLASSIFIED ADS

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

We are looking for a part time Truck Loader to work with us Fridays 6pm – 12am, and 
every other Sunday 6pm – 12am. This position loads our feed trucks while maintaining a 
focus on safety, quality and accuracy. Applicants must be able to safely handle large 
trucks, be physically capable of repeated lifting and climbing, and be able to work with 
computers. Attention to detail, good record keeping and strong math skills are important. 
Hourly rate is $21.50 per hour plus shift premium.
If you are interested in a rewarding work life with a competitive
compensation, please submit your resume via email to 
recruiting@wfs.ca no later than December 7, 2018.

We are committed to diversity and inclusion, and thank 
all applicants in advance. Accommodations are 

available during all stages of the recruitment process. 

Part Time Truck Loader
$21.50 per hour

For more information call 
Rob at 519-664-3688 or 

519-575-5128.

WANTED

Repair 
pallets 
on your 
farm.

AUCTION

DAVID CARSON FARMS & 
AUCTION SERVICES LTD.

WED. DECEMBER 5TH – 11:30 A.M. – 
Dairy Sale. Offering registered and grade, 
fresh and springing young Holstein cows and 
heifers. Open & Bred heifers will start at 11:30 
A.M. prior to the Dairy Sale. Consignments 
Welcome!
SAT. DECEMBER 8TH – 12 Noon. Pre 
Christmas Special Beef Sale. Featuring 
a Production Sale for Walkerbrae Farms 
Including a Selection of Registered & 
Commercial Speckle Parks & Angus. 
Followed by Select Consignments of Speckle 
Parks, Angus, Crossbreds & Black Cows. 
See website for listing. 
SAT., DEC. 15 - 9:30 AM - All Breed Horse & 
Equipment Sale. Tack and equipment will sell 
at 9:30 A.M. with harness, buggies and horse 
related equipment. Horses sell at approx. 12 
Noon with all breeds for riding, driving and 
pleasure. Entries taken right up till sale day.
WED. DECEMBER 19TH – 11:30 A.M. – 
Dairy Sale. Offering registered and grade, 
fresh and springing young Holstein cows 
and heifers. Open & Bred heifers will start 
at 11:30 A.M. prior to the Dairy Sale. This is 
the last Dairy sale of 2018. Consignments 
Welcome!
SAT. DECEMBER 29TH – 11:00 A.M. – Beef 
Cow & Calf Sale. Offering cows, breeder 
bulls, and cow/calf pairs. Cull cows at 11A.M. 
followed by Stocker sale. Consignments 
Accepted! This is the last Beef sale of 2018.

Carson’s Auction Service 
R.R.#3 Listowel, ON  N4W 3G8

Tel: 519-291-2049  |  Fax: 519-291-5065
Website: www.davidcarson.on.ca  |  Email: info@davidcarson.on.ca

AUCTION SALE
Of

Antiques, collectibles, coins, stamps and 
miscellaneous items, to be held at the K.W. 
Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd., Wilmot Twp. 

2 miles south of Wellesley, on 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8TH @ 10:00 A.M.

COLLECTIBLES: Gould C.W.  & other 
flowered crocks & jugs.  Gould C.W. jug, 
brown glazed with pouring spout.  Shell 
grease cans.  Waterloo County quilts.  
Hooked mats.  Oak wall phone.  Beer trays 
(Huether, Kuntz, etc,).  Metal Huether beer 
barrel.  Stratford soda bottles.  Lincoln 
toys.  Die cast coin banks.  Vintage toy 
trucks.  Dinky toys.  JD 1/16 scale tractors.  
Old farm tools.  Brass blow torches. Folky 
carved wooden horse.  Kuntz & other ash 
trays.  Sterling silver pieces.  Royal Doulton 
figurines & Toby mugs.  Redware/glazed 
integral saucer flower pot.  Moorcroft 
jardinière & other pieces. Tobacco tins. 
Chrome vehicle emblems.  Hood ornaments.  
Canning jars.  Oil lamps.  Peter Etril Snyder 
prints.  Royal Doulton, Royal Albert, Shelley 
& Bridle Wreath dinner sets. Lots of china 
and glass.  
HOUSEHOLD: Oak 5pc. queen bedroom 
suite, swing mirrors, good.  Solid wood 5pc. 
& 3pc. queen bedroom suites, good.  Pedestal 
table & chair sets.  2 curio cabinets.  La/Z-Boy 
dark brown leather recliner.  List goes on.  
Miscellaneous items - Bolens Premium 208cc 
24in. snow blower – good, Honda 4.5hp “Easy 
Start” push mower, drill press, Featherlite 8ft. 
ladder, hand & garden tools, etc. 
COINS/STAMPS: to sell at 11am.

See www.gerberauctions.net for photos, 
complete list & terms. Large 2 ring auction!  

10% buyer’s premium.  

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

FOR SALE

HILLCREST HOME BAKING 
519-669-1381 Christmas Sale, 
Dec. 4 - 28, 2018. Christmas 
hours - open Mon. Dec. 17 & 
24 - 8 - 4 and Mon. Dec. 31 - 8 
- 4. Closed Dec. 25, 26 - Jan. 
1, 2 & 3. Customer Apprecia-
tion Days - Dec. 11 & 12 - Free 
coffee or hot chocolate and 
long johns. Chapmans Ice 
Cream special - original 
$2.99; premium - $3.99. 10% 
off candies & snack foods; 
10% to 50% off fabrics; 10% 
off sewing notions, table-
cloths, underwear, hosiery, 
mitts, quilt batts, toys, 
books, dishes, giftware, 
cards, stationery etc. Touch 
lamps; clocks; cannister sets 
and more. Notice: Soft Landing 
quilt batts will be back, also 
batting by the metre.

VINYL FARM HOUSE replace-
ment windows. Energy Star 
rated and certified. No extra 
charge for custom sizes. Instal-
lation available. 519-698-2059.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF  Antiques, 
collectibles, coins, stamps and 
miscellaneous items, to be 
held at the K.W. Khaki Club, 
2939 Nafziger Rd., Wilmot 
Twp. 2 miles south of Welles-
ley, on Saturday December, 
8th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138. 

FULL TIME POSITION

AZ DRIVER / 
WAREHOUSE ASSOCIATE

Hydronic Solutions is a plumbing and heating 
wholesaler looking for a capable driver as well as 
providing support to our warehouse operations.
This roll involves providing excellent customer 
service to our customers locally and South 
Western Ontario and includes un/loading, 
deliveries and pick ups with a 17' cube van. Must 
be self motivated, able to work independently  to 
plan routes and delivery schedules. Valid AZ 
license with a clean driving record for the past 5 
years. Must be physically agile in order to lift, 
carry and move products. Basic computer 
knowledge and fork lift experience an asset.
Hours: Monday - Thursday 7:30 - 4:30 and 
Friday 7 a.m. - 4:30  

Please submit resume to:
juanita@hydronicsolutions.ca or

fax to 519-880-1268

AUCTION

The Township of Woolwich, is accepting 
applications for the position of:

Facilities Technical 
Assistant  (non-union)

For a detailed job description and instructions 
for applying please refer to the Township of 

Woolwich website at www.woolwich.ca.

CONTINUED  
ON PG. 18

HELP WANTED

100% 
LOCAL

LOOKING 
FOR LOCAL 

WORK? 
YOU’VE COME TO THE RIGHT PLACE.
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Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
PEEL STREET BRIDGE # 270148 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION CENTRE # 2
The Township of Woolwich is hosting a Public Consultation Centre (PCC) to review 
and discuss a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) study for the two-
span steel truss bridge located on Peel Street, approximately 600 metres west of 
Katherine Street, in the settlement of Winterbourne (see key map below). The steel truss 
structurepreviouslyhad a 3 tonne load limit,butwasclosed in 2017 due to significant 
structural deterioration observed during an enhanced bridge inspection.
The Municipal Class EA study will examine these issues in greater detail, evaluate 
potential options and impacts associated with each option, and identify the preferred 
solution to address the short and longterm needs of the bridge.
The initial PCC for this project was held in May 2018, which presented several alternatives 
which included: rehabilitation, replacement, 
conversion to a pedestrian bridge, permanent 
closure, and removal (including construction of 
cul-du-sacs).Following the initial PCC, a detailed 
analysis of alternatives was completed. Based on 
the alternatives reviewed, the preferred alternative 
for the bridge will be presented at the open house.
An integral component of this study is consultation 
with directly affected stakeholders, agencies and 
the general public.
The PCC will be an open house drop-in format 
with staff from the Township of Woolwich and 
GM BluePlan Engineering available to provide information related to the project and 
address any questions or concerns that you may have. Display boards of the Municipal 
Class EA information, along with information packages and comment forms, will be 
available for your review.

Place: Foundation Christian School, 28 Katherine St S, Winterbourne
Date: Tuesday December 11, 2018 
Time: 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm
If you have any questions or comments about this study, or would like to be contacted 
about future public events associated with this study, please contact:

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, please note all 
comments will become part of the public record.

This Notice first issued November 26, 2018. 

https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx

Public Notice
WINTER OVERNIGHT PARKING BAN

This is a reminder the Winter Overnight Parking Ban for snow plowing  
begins this week. Please note the dates and times as follow:

December 1st to March 31st between 4:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.
No overnight parking is permitted on Township roads during this 

time to facilitate municipal snow plowing from the streets. 
THIS BAN APPLIES REGARDLESS OF THE WEATHER. 

Any vehicles in violation of this parking ban may be ticketed.

Please note that the Region of Waterloo has a year round 
overnight parking ban on all Regional roads between the hours of

2:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.

For further information please contact the Township of Woolwich at 519-669-6009.

Ryan Tucker, P. Eng.
Engineering Project Supervisor
Township of Woolwich
24 Church Street West, P.O. Box 158,
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
Tel: 519-669-6048
E-mail: rtucker@woolwich.ca

Jack Turner, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
GM BluePlan Engineering Limited
650 Woodlawn Road West, Block C, Unit 2
Guelph, ON  N1K 1B8
Tel:  519-824-8150 
Email: jack.turner@gmblueplan.ca

AUCTIONS

ON-SITE CLEARING AUCTION 
For Ron and Susan Darroch 
of Furniture, Appliances, 
Tools, Trailers, Etc. Saturday 
December 01 2018 . Sale 
Starts At 10:00 AM. 4830 
Line 83 Carthage, Ontario 
13kms north of Milverton on 
rd. 131 to rd. 83 then 2 miles 
west or east of Listowel on 
hwy. 86 to rd. 131 then south 
to rd. 83. Watch for signs. 
Gerald Bowman Auctions 
519-638-5708. 

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

ORGANIC FERTILIZER FOR 
sale. Sulfur 90 and Sulfate 
Potash. Call George Haffner 
Trucking at 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

OBSERVERXTRA.COM

WANTED

BUYING: ROLEX, OMEGA, 
Bretling and others: pocket 
watches, all gold and silver 
jewellery and diamonds, 
silver and gold coins, silver-
ware, Group of Seven paint-
ings. Call Terry 519-242-6900 
or gallamore@golden.net 
Fair, honest prices. Elmira.

RENTALS

2 BEDROOM APARTMENT 
in Elmira. Quiet building, 
newly renovated, close to 
downtown. Call 519-669-
5798.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON’S DRYWALL AND 
Renovations. Over 35 years 
experience. Please call 
519-496-7539 or email ron.
spncr@gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

HORSE LOVERS & Friends! 
Come and see the model 
horses & wagons, buggies 
and farm machinery Gordon 
Brubacher has collected 
over the last 25 years. Col-
lection is in Elora, 6454 
Wellington Rd. 7, past Dars 
Country Mart. Available all 
winter. P.S. A special invita-
tion to all family members 
of the late Harold Sch-
weitzer, Eli Martin, Harold 
Bale, Bob Jacobs, Jack Stan-
ners, Jim Bates. Cell phone 
519-820-4657.

Community
Information Page
Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Rec Corner 
December 1 2-4 pm Bloomingdale Grow with Woolwich

December 1 6-9 pm Christmas in Breslau – Grow with Woolwich

December 2 2-4 pm Heidelberg Grow with Woolwich

December 6 6:30-8:30 pm Quick and Simple Card Class – Maryhill

December 8 1-3pm Ready, Set, Craft! Christmas Cards WMC

December 9 10 am – 12 pm Gymnastics Family Drop in at the BCC 
  $5 per child

December 9 1-3 pm Maryhill Grow with Woolwich

December 13 12-1:30 pm Seniors Dining at the BCC - $6/person.  
  Call 519-664-1900 to reserve your spot

December 13 7-9 pm Quick and Simple Card Class - Breslau

December 14 5:30-10 pm Kids Night Out – Heidelberg

December 18 6:30 am Winter Program and Swim Registration online                                    

December 21 5:30-10 pm Kids Night Out – Breslau

December 21 5:30-10 pm Kids Night Out – WMC

December 24 9am-11:30am Christmas Eve Cookie Caper- Cookie 

Decorating, Skating, Games & Crafts $13/Child, pre-registration required.

December 22- January 24 FREE SWIMS & SKATES AT THE WMC
SPONSERED BY LOCAL BUSINESSES & ORGANIZATIONS

For more information, check our website at www.woolwich.ca

SUBMIT PHOTOS ONLINE: www.ObserverXtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroadSUBMIT PHOTOS ONLINE: www.ObserverXtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroad

ATTENTION:

WORLD TRAVELLERS
Bring your Observer,

snap a pic with it when 
on vacation, send to 
the Observer and get

published in a future edition.

Bring your Observer,
snap a pic with it when 

on vacation, send to 
the Observer and get

published in a future edition.
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YOUR 
BUSINESS

RIGHT 
HERE.

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Residential & Commercial
Sales, Service & Installation

CALL 519-206-0336

CONESTOGO

BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE   www.koebelhcm.com

FURNACES | AIR CONDITIONERS | WATER HEATERS
FIREPLACES | AIR FILTRATION | HUMIDIFIERS 

DUCT WORK | GAS PIPING

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

CALL US TODAY! 226-220-1196

FREE ESTIMATES ON ANY SIZE JOB

 Drywall & Taping
 Painting
 Flooring Installation

 Trim & Moulding
 Tiling
 Appliance Installation & much more

Over 30 Years
Experience

info@martinandmousso.ca  |  www.martinandmousso.ca

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN



20 | CLASSIFIED THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2018

REAL ESTATE

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

Drayton -  A rare opportunity to own a custom built bungalow in a picturesque 
country setting only 30 minutes to KW. This meticulously maintained home has 
an open concept feel and is finished from top to bottom.  With the sprawling 
island, formal living room, family room and main floor laundry, this home has been 
well thought out. Entertaining is a breeze in this huge rec room, two bedrooms 
and an office in the basement.  In addition to the single garage, the 24X24 ft 
detached workshop will impress. Call today to visit this property!

$899,900$899,900

NEW PRICENEW PRICE COLOURING
CONTEST!
See us at Moonlight 

Madness to participate!

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

COLOURING
VISIT US AT ELMIRA'S MOONLIGHT MADNESS, THIS THURSDAY NOV. 29TH

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

80 ARTHUR ST.S. ELMIRA

Country living on the edge of the village.1/2 
acre lot backing to farmland. Custom built 
all brick bungalow – 1,848 square feet. 
3 bedrooms, master with 3 piece ensuite. 
Combination LR/DR. Eat – in kitchen with 
oak cabinetry. Main floor den or family room 
with a wood burning FP. Main floor laun-

6367 WELLINGTON RD. 11, DORKING

$549,000
dry. Finished rec room w/propane stove. Oversize double garage w/stairs to the basement. 
Cistern under the garage floor as well as a ‘wood’ storage room. Replacement forced air 
propane furnace in 2017. Don’t miss this well built home! MLS

$569,900

Huge 58x220 lot backing to open space! 
Original owners in this custom built back-
split. 3br + den, 2 bath. Country kitch.walk 
out to two tier deck, family room walk out 
on grade to fenced inground pool. Formal 
LR/DR. Unfinished lower level waiting your 
deisgn. Shows well! MLS

8 BUNTING PLACE, ELMIRA

From $499,900

Want to retire in comfort? You’ll enjoy these 
custom built townhomes with everything 
on the main floor! Gas fireplaces, tray ceil-
ing in liv.room, quality windows, hardwood 
and ceramics. Custom kitchens w/island & 
lots of cabinetry & granite countertops..
your choice on the finishing touches! One 
end unit available.EXCLUSIVE. Prices start 
at $499,900

BUR OAK, ELMIRA

$799,900

This custom built bungalow offers an open 
concept main floor w/high ceilings & sev-
eral skylights. Hdwd. in LR.DR & office/3rd-
bedrm.Lovely kitchen w/granite countertop. 
Private master suite w/2 closets & 4pc. en-
suite. Main flr. laundry. Partilly  fin. bsmt. w/
huge rec-rm, 2 bdrms& 2 pc bathrm. Almost 
2000 sq. ft. Professionally landscaped. No  
backyard neighbour! MLS $749,000

28 SECOND ST., ELMIRA

$799,900

Great 3 bedrm semi-attached only at the 1 
1/2 car garage. Ceramic tile entry/kitchen & 
dinette. Extra maple cabinets added in the 
kitchen. Walkout to a deck & patio. Fenced 
yard. Spacious master bdrm w/double 
closets. Double driveway. Unfinished bsmt. 
New MLS $417,500

55 ROBB ROAD, ELMIRA
Great 3 bedrm semi-attached only at the 1 
1/2 car garage. Ceramic tile entry/kitchen & 
dinette. Extra maple cabinets added in the 
kitchen. Walkout to a deck & patio. Fenced 
yard. Spacious master bdrm w/double 

$417,500$417,500

yard. Spacious master bdrm w/double 
closets. Double driveway. Unfinished bsmt. 

1/2 car garage. Ceramic tile entry/kitchen & 
dinette. Extra maple cabinets added in the 
kitchen. Walkout to a deck & patio. Fenced 
yard. Spacious master bdrm w/double 
closets. Double driveway. Unfinished bsmt. SOLD

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5426 | Direct 519.584.4400

It is with great excitement that I announce my 
new affiliation with Re/Max Solid Gold Realty 
(II) Ltd., as a Real Estate Broker.

After serving Elmira and the surrounding area 
for over 3 years, I am taking my knowledge 
and experience to a nationally recognized 
brand that has proven itself in the industry 
with a strong network of realtors, and 
marketing techniques.

Thank you to all my clients I have served. 
I will continue to build 
strong relationships 
and prove myself as 
Elmira’s go-to resource 
for Real Estate advice 
and information.

Luke Shantz
REAL ESTATE BROKER

luke.shantz@outlook.com

Fantastic Century Home in heart of town-walking score of 80! Fantastic 
community living and just a short drive to the big city of KW & Guelph. This 
home has been well cared for, no old house worries here! Great curb 
appeal. Family size dining room open to living room with gleaming 
hardwood floors, great entertaining spaces!  Tons of 1910 charm along 
with updates that you would expect for todays living.  YOU'RE GOING TO 
LOVE THIS PLACE!

Charlotte Zawada - Realtor | charlotte.z@rogers.com

$5
49

,90
0

NEW LISTING  | 99 Arthur St. S, Elmira

901 Victoria St. N., Kitchener, ON, N2B 3C3

(519) 579-4110 OFFICE  |  (519) 579-3442 FAX  |  (519) 502-5682 CELL

SELLING
YOUR

HOME?
ADVERTISE IT IN ONTARIO’S  

BEST COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

Shanna

A portion of each sale commission

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO

WANT TO SELL? CALL US TODAY TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR PROPERTY IS WORTH!

$419,000  ELMIRA  Move in ready bright and cheery bungalow, including 
all appliances. Spacious finished rec room. Many updates have been 
completed. Walking distance to recreational, schools and downtown. Call 
today for your appointment. MLS

CHRISTMAS IS COMING

PARADIGM ELMIRA HOMES
ONLY ONE UNIT REMAINING IN THE FIRST PHASE OF TOWN HOMES!    Base price 
$459,900.  Move in Spring/2019.  Many extras and upgrades including hardwood, gas 
fireplace, central air conditioning, ensuite bathroom, main floor master, custom 
kitchen, ceramic plus much more.  Inviting open concept layout with main floor laundry, 
2 bdrms, 2 baths.  Option to finish the basement & add a 3rd bdrm.  EXCLUSIVE
SINGLE DETACHED BUNGLAOW  - Currently under construction with double car garage, 
all main floor conveniences, SPRING/2019 closing.  EXCLUSIVE

$749,000  Beautiful private setting offering a striking unique 
home. Welcoming characteristic exterior, 4 levels of living space, 
walkout to patio and fenced in pool area. Additional walk out to 
private deck area off the bright breakfast room. Wood burning 
fieldstone fireplace complete with insert on the mainfloor living 
room and gas fireplace on family room level. MLS

$719,000  Main shop offers 4500 sq ft + 800 sq ft reinforced 
mezzanine area + 1500 sq ft 2nd floor offices.  Shop offers 25' 
height overhead door, dock leveler door, plus 8' height. Ideal for 
the home business workshop, and storage. Both properties can 
be sold to one owner or separate, call for specific details. MLS

HAWKESVILLE - OPPORTUNITY TO PURCHASE SHOP AND HOME! 
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®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

Drayton | $517,000
Large 2 storey 3 bedroom gracious home on a quiet court in a desirable section 
of town. Large master with spa like ensuite and walk in closet. New roof in 
2018, furnace in 2017. Walk out from dining area to large patio. A gracious 
welcoming foyer with lots of room when quests arrive. Enjoy the fireplace in the 
sunken family room. This home shows pride of ownership through out. Call Dale 
direct. MLS.

Drayton | $419,900
Nice open concept bungalow on a good sized lot backing onto schoolgrounds . 
3+2 bedrooms and 2 full baths for the growing family. Enjoy the gas fireplace in 
the finished rec room. Lots of storage. MLS Call Dale direct.

www.KitchenerWaterloo-RealEstate.com

TWIN CITY REALTY INC., BROKERAGE
901 Victoria St. N, Kitchener. 519-579-4110 Michael Saunders, Sales Rep

519-503-0500
msaunders4110@gmail.com

Looey Tremblay, Broker  
519-241-1230

looey@looey.com

OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN, Dec 1-2 | 2-4pmSAT & SUN, Dec 1-2 | 2-4pmSAT & SUN, Dec 1-2 | 2-4pm
96 Snow Goose Cres., Elmira

Elmira - 3 Bedroom, 4 bathroom home, ideal for the 
young family. This spacious home features a large master 
bedroom with 4 pc whirlpool ensuite, country-sized eat in 
kitchen with quartz counters and glass backsplash and 
walkout to fully fenced yard with shed, deck and gazebo. 
The lower level has been finished with a large rec room, 2 
pc bath, as well as a cold cellar. Come and make this your 
home today.

Elmira - BUYER’S LOSS IS YOUR GAIN! Spacious four 
level back split situated on a large fully fenced pie shaped 
lot w/mature trees on a child safe crescent in a desirable 
neighborhood. This family orientated home is ideal for 
entertaining from the salt water pool, covered hot tub, 
large eat-in kitchen overlooking bright family room with 
wet bar and gas fireplace featuring stunning stone hearth. 
The fourth level is fully finished and can be used for games 
room, office, den or whatever you desire. One of the 
highlights of this home is the recently built 20 x 20 shop, 
in addition to the double garage. 

BACK ON MARKET  $635,000

Elmira - Original owners in this charming home in 
tranquil Elmira, close to most amenities. Three good sized 
bedrooms, full bath and laundry on the upper level. Open 
concept Kitchen/Family room with walkout to deck and 
fenced yard. Several updated windows, fresh paint, finished 
lower level and more. MLS  
No reasonable offer refused.

MAKE AN OFFER  $569,900
SAT & SUN, Dec 1-2 | 2-4pmSAT & SUN, Dec 1-2 | 2-4pm

HOT NEW LISTING  $509,900

Financing Fell Through

THE PLACE 
TO SELL YOUR 

HOME.

REAL ESTATE

PRINTING SERVICES

Grandpa: Emergency blood 
transfusion. Sunday 11:00am

1010 Industrial Crs., 
St. Clements

519.699.0600

South West Ontario  
Veterinary Service

LINWOOD BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

Give Blood ...  
 to save lives.

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.blood.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

The Next Linwood Clinic:

Friday, Dec 7th, 2018 from 4:00pm - 8:00pm

at Linwood Community Centre 5279 Ament Line, Linwood, ON N0B 2A0

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.blood.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

3860 Manser Rd., Linwood • 519-698-2610
linwoodvet@linwoodvet.ca

Proud to support the community  
effort to donate blood.

CALL 1-888-2DONATE or VISIT www.blood.ca for more information or to book an appointment.

519-698-2082  |  1-800-265-8735  |  www.jfm.ca

Linwood  |  Heidelberg  |  Wroxeter
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ANNIVERSARY

Who 
doesn’t 

love a 
birthday?

Surprise your 
loved ones with  

a notice in  
The Observer.

CALL TODAY 
519-669-5790 EXT 

104  
or email: 

drudy@woolwichobserver.com

FAMILY ALBUM

BIRTH NOTICE

Happy 50th Anniversary  
Gerry and Sheila Bechtel

Happy 75th to Gerry, November 28th

November 30, 1968

Love from your family 

Vicky Rau’s Deck

Thank-you all who gave 
generously to this project.

Vicky did enjoy sitting on it and 
was in awe of those who cared. 

We Welcome  
Hannah Kate Koster

Parents: Dave and Amanda Koster
Grandparents: Ed and Rita Koster  

& Mike and Cathy Schlupp

Born on September 21, 2018

For many people this is a difficult time of year because of a loss – 
the death of a loved one, the loss of a job, the loss of health, an 
unhealed relationship, or past or present hurts.

This is a special invitation to you to attend a quiet, 
reflective service which offers comfort and hope.

Community Memorial Service
Sunday, December 2, 2018 at 7:00 P.M.  |  Trinity United Church  |  21 Arthur St. N., Elmira

Sponsored by the Elmira and District Ministerial Association and Dreisinger Funeral Home Ltd.

DEATH 
NOTICES

BEIRNES, MARGUERITE - 
At Livingstone Manor on 
Saturday, November 24, 
2018, Mrs. Ethel Margue-
rite (McKee) Beirnes of 
Listowel, in her 99th year. 
Local relatives are her son 
Bruce and Debbie Beirnes 
of Elmira.

HOCH, PASTOR DALE - 
Passed away with family at 
his side on Friday, Novem-
ber 23, 2018 from injuries 
sustained in a motorcycle 
accident on October 19, 
2018. Local relatives are his 
brother Richard (Mac) Hoch 
(Phyllis) of Bloomingdale .

THANK YOU

LAIR, Benjamin Jackson 
It is with heavy hearts we announce the 
sudden passing of Ben Lair at his home 
in Elmira on Saturday, November 24, 
2018, at the age of 22 years. Ben was the 
much loved son of Barb and Jack Lair of  
Elmira. Dear brother of Hollie Lair of 
Kitchener and Tim Arndt of Elmira. 
Fondly remembered by his aunts and 
uncles. Ben was an avid chess and soccer 
player who loved animals. Cremation has 
taken place. As expressions of sympathy, 
donations to the Canadian Mental Health 
Association or Ontario SPCA would be       
   greatly appreciated by his family. 

OBITUARY

The winners for the Woolwich Community Lions’ Peace Poster competition were announced at the Elmira Lions Hall Nov. 26. Top left, club president Wendy Taylor stands next to the top three contestants: in third 
place was Jessica Wallace, followed by second-place winner Amber Elliot and first-place winner Lily Hanson. The theme selected for the posters this year was ‘kindness matters.’ [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

KIDS ARE ALL ABOUT GIVING PEACE A CHANCE

FAMILY ALBUM
DEADLINE

WEDNESDAY BY 10 AM

100% 
LOCAL
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LIVING HERE
LIFE GOALS / ALL ABOUT THE EFFORT

APPLES, WITH THEIR 
TOUCH of sweetness, are 
a perfect complement to 
pork – in this case, pork 
chops. Both are local foods 
that you can easily source.  

This Pork and Apple 
Skillet Dinner makes a deli-
cious weeknight meal that 
comes together with little 
fuss – about 10 minutes of 
prep time, and about 10 
minutes of cooking. Serve 
with mashed sweet pota-
toes or brown rice.

With the pork, you can 
buy larger packages of pork 
loin chops to save some 
money, freezing the extras 
for another meal. And 
there are many varieties 
of apples to choose from, 
so experiment by seeing 
what’s available at your 
local grocery store or farm-
ers’ market. (To mix it up, 
you can even swap out the 
apples for pears.)

Apples 
make a 
perfect 
complement 
to pork 
chops

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

VERONICA REINER

Breslau martial artist Hannah Wright is putting her training to use in series of tough competitions

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE NOTES

She’s readying to be in good 
form on an international stage

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

We are very excited to see you all 
at the Elmira Santa Claus Parade! 
The event is this coming Saturday, 
December 1st at 10 a.m. Look for 
your friendly Leroy’s Auto Care team 
and make sure to say hi. 
See you there! 

–Leroy’s Auto Care 

VERONICA REINER

Breslau martial artist Hannah Wright is putting her training to use in series of tough competitions

Hannah Wright will be 
representing Team Canada in 
five divisions at the International 
Tournament of Martial Arts 
early next year in Jamaica. 
Here, the brown belt trains 
with weapons at the HotShot 
Athletic studio in Cambridge 
to prepare for the weekend. 
[VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

BRESLAU’S HANNAH 
WRIGHT HAS had a pas-
sion for martial arts for 
years. Now, she’s getting 
the chance to show com-
petitors across the globe 
what she’s made of.

The 12-year-
old travelled to 
Queens, New York 
early this month to com-
pete in the 2018 Karate 
Tournament of Champi-
ons (KTOC), where she 
posted a third-place finish 
in traditional weapons, 
open forms and sparring, 
as well as fourth in the tra-
ditional forms category. 

The trip to New York was 
a great chance to show off 
her skills as well as enjoy 
the sights the big city has 
to offer, she says.

“It was really fun. There 
was a lot of things that you 
could experience,” said 
Hannah. “We did a lot of 
things in Central Park and 
Times Square, but when 
we got back to the hotel, 
we practiced.”

She practices a mini-
mum of six days a week for 
at least an hour to prepare 
for her next competition 
and keep in top form. 
She visits several studios 
for her training, with the 
other being Waterloo’s 
Shamoun Generation Mar-
tial Arts. 

“She’s a very versatile 
athlete,” said Lorenza Saa-
vedra, one of her instruc-
tors at HotShot Athletic, 
a martial arts school in 

arts. It can typically 
be earned after three 
to six years, although 
this varies.

The standard 
belt colour system 
also includes 
yellow, orange, 
green, blue, 
purple and 
red. 

“She 
has drive, 
dedica-
tion, she 
doesn’t say 
‘no,’ she’s 
willing to try 
new moves, 
which makes 
one great mar-
tial artist,” said 
Saavedra. 

“I’m proud 
of where 
I come 
from and 
what I have 

Cambridge. “She does 
kung fu, which is the style 
of martial arts. In competi-
tions, she also does karate, 
which is hard-style. She 
does open, which is a more 
extreme martial art, and 
sparring. So she does a 
bunch of different styles of 
martial arts within a com-
petition.” 

Other divisions at the 
New York competition 
included point fighting, 
open/creative weapons, 
and continuous fighting.  

Hannah has been in-
volved with martial arts 
for over four years. She is 
currently at the brown belt 
level, which represents an 
advanced student whose 
talents are being culti-
vated.

While the level of experi-
ence from each belt colour 
varies across arts, styles 
and even within some or-
ganizations, the white belt 
is very commonly used 
to represent a brand new 
student who is just starting 
out their martial arts jour-
ney, while the black belt 
denotes a high amount 
of competence in martial 

accom-
plished so 

far but I know 
I can do better 
and be more,” 
said Hannah. 

“I want noth-
ing more than 
to show my 
coaches, my 
team and my country what 
I can achieve with hard 
work and practice.”

She will have the oppor-
tunity to show off her hard 
work once again at the 
International Tournament 
of Martial Arts in Jamaica 

where she will 
represent Team Canada in 
five divisions. 

“Hannah’s competing 
January 5 and 6 in Mon-
tego Bay,” said Saavedra. 
“This is her fourth year go-
ing with us on that team. 
She’s been very successful, 
so we’re hoping that she’ll 
clean up again this year.”
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

1 Year Anniversary
& Christmas Open House

Fri, Dec 7 & Sat, Dec 8

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

1440 King St. N, Bldg. 3, St. Jacobs 
519-664-3737 | www.stjacobsmodelrailway.com

Hours: SAT 10AM to 5PM, SUN 12 Noon to 5PM
Follow our yellow signs on King St.

One of North America’s BEST model railways

St. Jacobs & AberfoyleSt. Jacobs & Aberfoyle
MODEL RAILWAY

NOVEMBER 29

ANYTHING BUT MERRY, ELMIRA. We acknowledge 
the difficulties the holiday season can bring when 
grieving and share coping strategies can help you 
through. 7 p.m. at Woolwich Community Services.

NOVEMBER 30

THE ALLEN FAMILY REUNION Concert at Gale Presbyterian 
Church, Elmira. A musical concert with a variety of genres 
including Christmas. 7 p.m. Tickets $15.

DECEMBER 1

BREAKFAST WITH ST. NICK at Elmira Trinity United 
Church 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Pancake and sausage 
breakfast before the parade. Kids meet St. Nicholas. 
$6, kids under 5 free.

DECEMBER 2

IMCC CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS CONCERT “Come 
to Bethlehem.” Conductor: Carolyn Neumann 
Vanderburgh, Accompanist: Christine Klaver-
Schmidt. Starts at 3 p.m. at St. Jacobs Mennonite 
Church. Tickets $10/adult, $5 children (ages 5 - 18.)

DECEMBER 5

YOUNG AT HEART CHRISTMAS lunch at the St. 
Clements Community Centre. Arrive at noon and stay 
for cards and games after lunch. Space is limited so 
please register by November 21, s.mar@sympatico.ca 
or 226-789-8904.

DECEMBER 7

ST. TERESA OF AVILA Christmas dinner in the church 
hall. Turkey dinner will begin at 6 p.m. Tickets can be 
purchased at the parish office. Adults $20, children 
6-12 $10 and children under 5 free. Ticket deadline is 
Monday December 3.

DECEMBER 9

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CHORAL CELEBRATION 
featuring Elmira area church choirs. Join us at 7 p.m. 
at Floradale Mennonite Church. Free will offering in 
support of Woolwich Counseling Centre.

HUNGRYMAN BREAKFAST WITH WOOLWICH Thrashers 
Sledge Hockey at Elmira Legion. Join us for breakfast 
between 8:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. All you can eat. Adults 
$6, 6-10yrs $3, 5 and under free.

DECEMBER 12

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY DINING AT Calvary United 
Church, St. Jacobs at noon. Community Care 
Concepts invites you to join us for lunch, fellowship 
and entertainment, $11. Call 519-664-1900 by noon 
December 10 to sign up.

WOOLWICH SENIORS ASSOCIATION BOOK Club starting 
at 10 a.m. at the Woolwich Memorial Centre Seniors 
Room. December’s book selection is A Spark of Light 
by author Jodi Picoult. All seniors welcome. Come on 
out and join the conversation!

DECEMBER 13

NEW HORIZONS FOR ZOOMERS, boomers and seniors. 

Come see Sandra Bray, sustainable activist. Topic 
Going Green While Going Grey. Join us, 10 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m. at Maryhill Community Centre. Admission 
$2/person.

EVERGREEN SENIORS’ FELLOWSHIP AT 10:30 a.m., 
Woodside Church, Elmira. Come hear the Woodland 
Christian School Concert Band with director Stephen 
Zurakowsky. Devotional: Len Neumeister. Suggested 
donation $7, includes a hot lunch.

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Breslau Community Centre. 
Community Care Concepts invites you to join us for a 
light lunch and fellowship, $6. Call 519-664-1900 by 
noon, December 11 to sign up.

DECEMBER 18

TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE Presbyterian Church. 
Cost $15, advance tickets, 2 Seating times.  Carved 
turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, roll, gravy, hot 
vegetables, cranberry salad, dessert, beverage.  

DECEMBER 19

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY LUNCH AT Linwood Community 
Centre, noon. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for lunch, fellowship and entertainment, $11. Call 
519-664-1900 by noon December 17 to sign up.

DECEMBER 27

UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE CUP RINGETTE Championship. 
Bring the family out to watch at the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre December 27 to 31. Full schedule 
available at www.canadianuniversityringette.ca. Free 
admission.

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

10: 45 am Worship Service

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30 am Sunday School 

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

You Are Not Alone!

Sunday, Dec 2nd

10:45 am

Speaker: Adam Hockley

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

First Sunday
in Advent

Fred Lichti preaching

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:15 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service REACH OUT

Spread the word, 
advertise your service 
here every week.

To place an ad, or learn more, call Donna Rudy

519-669-5790 ext. 104519-669-5790 ext. 104
www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.
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ACROSS
1. Bounders
5. Candidate’s concern
10. Raise up spirits
16. Almond
17. Harder to find
18. Greek understanding
19. Running away, just  

like a Brit
21. Many lumens
22. Man, Girl, Boy - all 

heroes
23. Toronto gallery
24. Desk item
25. Sinners’ mentor
29. It ain’t is
30. “Have some”
31. Trumpet
32. Takes shape of con-

tainer
35. It’s like PEG.
36. ___ gestae
37. Ottoman Exile Party
39. “Dear old” guy
40. Badger Den
41. Affectedly creative
42. Tyrannosaurid with a 

cool cool name

47. Dash
48. Fifth good book
49. “My man!”
50. Russian triangle guitar
53. To turn skin to leather
54. Bean counter, for short
57. “Ciao!”
58. Up this, go all in
59. Cal. col.
60. “___ does it!”
61. Happy pills
64. To write (archaic)
67. Pull this, toss  

pineapple
68. Lost in France
69. Muffle
70. Makes the desert bloom
72. Short-term intern
73. Fertile soil
74. Achy
75. Breastbones
76. D-Day beach
77. Flight data, briefly

DOWN
1. A corrupt place
2. Condemn to misery, 

as a witch

3. Covering with cloth
4. Most certain
5. Anger
6. Salsa rattles
7. In order
8. Salami capital
9. .0000001 joule
10. Forget by rote
11. Transferring liquid
12. Lover or sweetheart 

(archaic)
13. Egyptian fertility  

goddess
14. This isn’t coarse
15. Boris Godunov, for one
20. Ace
26. Demands
27. Snaps, could be 

taken on holiday. 
Nudge nudge, 
wink wink.

28. Lummoxes
32. Mike Myers love failure
33. Cornerstone of culture
34. Ymir’s skull became this
36. Amscrayed
37. “Fiddler on the Roof” 

role

38. Hawaiian tuber
39. Dane-ish unisex name
40. Fired
42. Cut down
43. ____ and hearty
44. Half of Hispaniola
45. Decrease
46. Ashes holder
47. Goes with the flow
51. Light-giver
52. Feeler
53. Sully
54. Ben Hur had a lot
55. Box meddler
56. Aligns with  

harmoniously
59. Ornamental shrub
60. ___ fly
61. Support person
62. Change-your-mind chip
63. Take a day here for 

stress
64. Bad day for Caesar
65. Barbershop call
66. To go out with
70. No “s” grain storage
71. Fed. construction 

overseer (US)

Counting your blessings really can help you feel happier and healthier

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Cayo Coco, Cuba

Heather, Justin, Debbie, Brooke, 
Blair, Jeff, Paige and Kristen 
travelled to Cayo Coco, Cuba 
earlier this month.

LOCATION

CAPTION

OBSERVER TRAVELS

Q. Have you had your 
“Vitamin G” today? 
Studies have linked it to 
fewer aches and pains 
and to better sleep. 
But what, you ask, is  
vitamin G?
A. “Making gratitude a 
daily practice is like taking 
a vitamin,” making your 
body work better, says psy-
chologist David DeSteno, 
as reported by Jennifer 
King Lindley in “Preven-
tion” magazine. More 
than a simple “thank you,” 
“gratitude is affirming the 
goodness in one’s life and 
recognizing that its source 
lies outside the self,” adds 

psychologist Robert Em-
mons. In one early study, 
volunteers were divided 
into two groups: one wrote 
down five things they were 
grateful for once a week 
for 10 weeks; the other 
group recorded neutral 
daily events or small 
hassles. Not only did the 
blessing-counters report 
feeling 25% happier, but 
they also spent 30% more 
time exercising and had 
fewer health complaints.

Further research con-
firmed other benefits: 
after just two weeks, bet-
ter sleep and lower blood 
pressure readings; after 
two months, a 40% drop 
in daily smoking rates. 
Even older adults with 
early-stage heart failure 
had more constant heart 
rates and lower levels of 

disease-causing inflam-
mation when they kept 
gratitude journals.

Call it the powerful 
connection between our 
minds and our bodies. As 
Emmons explains, “Feel-
ings of gratitude trigger 
the parasympathetic, or 
calming, branch of the 
nervous system.” Also, 
they make us value the 
future, increasing our self-
control and helping reduce 
impulsive behavior. As we 
affirm our bodies, we may 
come to take better care of 
ourselves as well.
Q. In what medical field 
is artificial intelligence 
on a par with the best 
doctors?
A. “DEEPMIND’S artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) can 
spot key signs of eye dis-
ease as well as the world’s 

top consultants,” reports 
“New Scientist” magazine. 
The system learned how 
to spot 10 key features of 
eye disease, drawing on 
anonymous diagnostic 
data from some 15,000 
patients as it analyzed 
complex retinal scans. In 
over 94% of cases, it cor-
rectly identified more than 
50 eye conditions (“Nature 
Medicine”).

Though the AI doesn’t 
make an actual diagnosis, 
it “recommends which 
patients should be seen 
urgently by a specialist or 
simply placed under ob-
servation.”

Within a few years, it 
may be at a hospital near 
you.
Q. Are you ready for a 
little fun with words? 
We’re not trying to 

bamboozle you, since 
the following are all real 
English words, some 
dating back hundreds 
of years. Can you define 
“bamboozle,” “flapdoo-
dle,” “metagrobolize,” 
“quaquaversal” and 
“whigmaleerie”?
A. We don’t know who, 
when, or where they 
were coined, but the why 
might have been to fill 
a gap in the language or 
just to have some fun, 
says Anu Garg on his 
“A.Word.A.Day” website. 
“Bamboozle” means “to 
deceive” or “to confuse,” 
with earliest documented 
use in 1703. “Flapdoodle” 
(1834) is a colorful syn-
onym for “nonsense.” 
And “metagrobolize” 
(1635) comes from Middle 
French, meaning “to 

puzzle” or “to mystify.”
Combining the Latin 

“quaqua” (in all directions) 
and “vertere” (to turn) 
gives us “quaquaversal” 
(1691), defined as “sloping 
down from a center in all 
directions.” Finally, one of 
the most whimsical is the 
Scots term “whigmaleerie” 
(1730), meaning “a whim” 
or “a fanciful contrivance.” 
Here is Jane Duncan writ-
ing in “My Friend Madame 
Zora” in 2015: “There was 
nothing of the wispy char-
acter of the whigmaleerie 
about Granny Gilmour 
when she opened her neat 
front door to us.”
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18 Arthur St. N. • 519-669-2561

Bonnie’s 
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Day-old Egg Layers
Day-old Meat Varieties

Turkeys - Ducks
Ready-to-lay-pullets

390 ARTHUR ST. S.,  519-669-2015

DUB-L-EDUB-L-E
• GAS • DIESEL  

• PROPANE  
• TOUCH-FREE 

CAR WASH

ELMIRA (Hwy 86 & Road 21)PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN  COUNTRY
F E N C I N G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY,  ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH:  (519) 882-8929  CAMBRIDGE:  (519) 654-7068

FAX :  (519) 822-7481

Merry Christmas!
Wishing you and the ones you love a

519•669•1611
www.josslin.com

81 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519.669.1533

GOOD
AUTO PARTS

CARQUEST!
YOU’LL FIND IT AT

FOR THE ELMIRA KIWANIS 26TH ANNUAL

SANTA CLAUS 

PARADE
SATURDAY

 DECEMBER 1ST

2018 @ 10AM

DOWNTOWN ELMIRA

www.elmirakiwanisclub.com

The parade will run down  
Arthur St., Elmira. 

33 Industrial Dr. • 519-669-1591

SANYO CANADIAN 
MACHINE WORKS 
INCORPORATED

Specializing in 
Paint & Wall 

coveringsDECORATING
SINCE 1961

Specializing in 

DECORATING
SINCE 1961

READ’S

27 Arthur St. S. • 519-669-3658

December is a busy time of the year for Saint Nick
Santa will be making numerous appearances across the townships in the run-up to Christmas

FAISAL ALI

WITH THE BIG DAY less 
than a month away, it’s a 
busy time of the year no 
matter who you are; but 
perhaps no one has an 
itinerary quite like Jolly 
Old Saint Nick himself. We 
can’t expect the big man 
to be everywhere at once, 
even with a troupe of flying 
reindeer to guide the way, 
but those hoping to meet 
Santa Claus in person will 
have several chances to do 
so over the month of De-
cember.

In the Township of 
Wellesley, Santa Claus will 
once again be taking part 
in the Christmas Tyme in 
Wellesley parade, which 
this year falls on the first 
Friday of the month, De-
cember 7. The following 
week, Santa will be fea-
tured in the St. Clements 
Santa Claus parade on Sat-
urday, December 15.

“Basically, we do a story 
time with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus. That starts at 4 
o’clock at the Community 
Centre in Wellesley (Vil-
lage),” said Michelle Mar-
tin, chair of the Christmas 
Tyme organizing commit-
tee.

Following story time, 
there will be a live nativity 
scene reenactment at 6:30 
p.m. by the village pond, 
and a second one later in 
the evening at 7:20. But 
before that comes the main 
attraction of the evening: 
the Christmas Tyme Pa-
rade, which celebrates its 
15th anniversary this year.

“There’s lots of good 
floats. The Shriners will be 
there again this year,” said 

Martin, noting the Shriners 
are always a hit with the 
crowds.

“The Hurricanes girls’ 
minor hockey will be col-
lecting food bank dona-
tions along the route, and 
we have local people that 
will be singing,” she adds. 
“There’ll be music, there’s 
always the churches that 
are involved and do floats. 
We’ll have some local dig-
nitaries that always come 
out.”

Starting at 6:45 p.m. at 
the Wellesley Public School 
on Queen’s Bush Road, the 
route takes the parade of 
some 30 floats through the 
village along Nafziger and 
Maple Leaf roads, before 
ending at the community 
centre.

“And then they do the 
Tree of Light and carol-
ing again at the park, and 
they have hot apple cider, 
cookies. They have the 
Wellesley Idol perform at 
that time as well and we 
do accept donations for 
the Meals on Wheels and 
Wellesley Family Outreach 
programs,” says Martin.

The following weekend, 
on December 15, Santa 
Claus will be making a 
second appearance in the 
township at the St. Cle-
ments Santa Claus Parade, 
which will be held in the 
downtown core from 1 to 
3 p.m.

“We’ve got the best Santa 
float around,” said Paul 
Hergott, organizer for the 
St. Clements Parade. “It’ll 
be a fun day for the kids, 
and it’s a good parade for a 
small town.”

The procession starts at 
the industrial mall in St. 

Clements at 1 p.m., travels 
up Herrgott Road, crosses 
onto Lobsinger Line, then 
takes Peter Street to the Li-
ons Park in town. After the 
parade, Santa will be hand-
ing out treats to all comers, 
and there will be hot dogs 
and hot apple cider. Along 
the parade route, the Para-
dise and District Lions will 
be collecting donations for 
the food bank.

With the parade still two 
weeks away, Hergott adds 
that those interested in en-
tering a float can call him 
at 519-749-5730.

Over in neighbouring 
Woolwich Township, Santa 
Claus will be busy as well, 
making appearances in the 
Elmira Santa Claus Parade 
this Saturday, and a break-
fast at the Calvary United 
Church in St. Jacobs on 
December 8.

“We do a lot of things 
for kids in the community, 
but this one is all about 
fun and us just giving back 
to the community on this 
one,” explained  Bob Wil-
bur, president of the St. Ja-
cobs Optimist Club, which 
is organizing the event.

“We put on a full break-
fast, but also then the kids 
get a chance to have some 
fun. They get a visit with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus,” 
said Wilbur. “There is a 
silent auction more geared 
towards the parents and 
then there is a – we call it 
a penny auction, it’s actu-
ally a toonie auction – and 
kids get tickets and they 
have little gifts for the kids 
there.

“So there’s lots going 
on. We have a carol sing-
ing group there, the Chord 

Spinners. And we have a 
face painting clown. Yes, 
it is a bustling day: lots of 
activity, lots of fun for ev-
erybody.”

The event costs just $5, 
with the raised money go-
ing towards the Optimists’ 
mission of supporting 
youth in the community.

Finally, several of the 
local community centres 
in the township are hosting 
events of their own, with 
Santa set to make a number 

of appearances, starting 
today, November 29, in El-
mira at the Moonlight Mad-
ness event, running from 6 
to 8 in the evening.

On December 1, the 
Bloomingdale Commu-
nity Centre will feature the 
magic of Five the Magician 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Later in 
the day, from 6 to 9, Breslau 
will be hosting horse drawn 
wagon rides; however, 
tickets for the ride have 
sold out due to the popular 

demand.
The following day, De-

cember 2, the Heidelberg 
Community Centre will be 
having Santa over from 2 to 
4 p.m. for pictures. Finally 
next week in Maryhill, De-
cember 9, will be a Minions 
Dance Party from 1 to 3 
p.m. The free events across 
Woolwich are part of the 
Grow Woolwich campaign, 
with support from the 
Kitchener Waterloo Com-
munity Foundation.
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In a bowl, combine oil, 
garlic, thyme and pepper; 
add pork chops and rub 
mixture all over.

Heat a large nonstick 
skillet over medium high 
heat and brown pork 
chops on both sides. Re-
move to plate and add 
apple slices to pan; cook, 
stirring for 2 minutes.

Whisk together broth, 
mustard and cornstarch; 
pour into skillet. Stir to coat 
apples. Return pork chops 
to skillet and cook, turning 
once, for about 3 minutes.

Use a digital food ther-
mometer to check that 
pork has reached an in-
ternal temperature of 71°C 
(160°F).

Serves 4.

Pork and 
Apple 
Skillet 
Dinner
1 tsp. canola oil

2 cloves garlic, minced

1 tsp. dried thyme leaves

1/4 tsp. fresh ground pepper

4 boneless pork loin chops, 
about 500 g/1 lb

2 red-skinned apples, cored 
and sliced

1/2 cup sodium-reduced 
chicken or vegetable broth

1 tsp. Dijon mustard

1/2 tsp. cornstarch

CHEF’S TABLE: Digging in to a couple of staples that can easily be sourced locally
FROM | 23

122 Church St. W 
Elmira, Ontario 
1 877 595 7585 

Grand 
Opening! 

P: 1 877 595 7585 W: www.lwcb.shopE: sales@lwcb.shop

Gift Bags! 
to first 50 customers each day

Helium Balloons! 

In-Store Specials! 

Exclusive Grand Opening Coupon! 
Available upon in-store purchase only 

Nov 29 - Dec 1 

GETTING CRAFTY FOR CHRISTMAS

There were stocking stuffers and Christmas fare aplenty last Saturday at Riverside Public School, as the Elmira school hosted a holiday 
market. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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THIS WEEKEND!

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

$299
CLICK ENG.

HARDWOOD

OAK OR MAPLE

FROM

/SQ FT

$167
2-TONE FRIEZE 

CARPET

NO TAX!

FROM

/SQ FT

$399
MODERN

LEDGESTONE

HOT BUY!

FROM

/SQ FT

$99
12’x9’ CARPET 

REMNANTS

NO TAX!

FROM

97¢
12MM THICK

LAMINATE

BACK IN STOCK

FROM

/SQ FT67¢
13” X 13” 

PORCELAIN

HOT DEAL!

FROM

/SQ FT

$199
SPC CLICK 

VINYL

100% WATERPROOF

FROM

/SQ FT97¢
BACKSPLASH

TILE

TONS OF STYLES

FROM

/SQ FT

THURS/FRI 9AM-9PM
SATURDAY 9AM-6PM

SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

ful of “double hatters” 
across the province, spe-
cifically Caledon and Hal-
ton Hills, were faced with 
charges up to $24,000 for 
engaging in volunteer ac-
tivities.

The union for full-time 
firefighters, looking to grow 
its ranks, has long opposed 
the practice, arguing that 
it puts stress on larger fire 
departments that might be 
on the hook for benefits or 
medical costs of firefighters 
who get sick while volun-
teering elsewhere. 

Local fire chiefs, howev-
er, welcomed the proposed 
legislation, noting that the 
expertise of full-time fire-
fighters is a boon to their 
smaller departments.

“It’s a long time com-
ing,” said Wellesley fire 
chief Paul Redman. “It’s 
nice that is was finally 
acted upon. It’s a pleasant 
surprise to see how fast 
that happened. I think it’s a 
nice olive branch that this 

government is doing for 
the fire service. 

“I know it’s not some-
thing that everybody’s 
happy with, and I know the 
unions aren’t overly ex-
cited about it, but it shows 
a good-faith measure from 
the government so far.”

Woolwich fire chief Dale 
Martin noted that the goal 
was to have this change 
made before the end of the 
year, although the exact 
timeline has yet to be de-
termined. 

“At the end of the day it’s 
the community that ben-
efits as well,” said Martin. 
“It hasn’t been a real big is-
sue for us at this point yet, 
but this will prevent it from 
becoming a problem.”

Changes to the legis-
lation may also benefit 
young people looking for 
a career as firefighters, as 
rural departments will be 
more open to providing 
them with volunteer expe-
rience, Redman suggested.

“Sometimes there are de-
partments that when they 

know someone is looking 
to get hired full-time, they 
might not bring them on 
because they figure they’re 
going to have them for a 
year and then they’re going 
to lose them,” he explained. 
“They’re going to spend a 
lot of money on training 
these employees, and then 
as soon as they get hired, 
they’re going to leave.”

The new legislation 
would alleviate that worry 
since small towns depend 
on the work of volunteer 
firefighters. 

“Now I know that we’re 
not necessarily going to 
lose somebody if they 
get hired somewhere,” 
said Redman. “It’s tough 
enough to find firefighters, 
to begin with. It’s win-win 
because I can send people 
off on courses that benefit 
them to try and get jobs as 
a full-time firefighter. But 
because they’re given the 
training, it also benefits 
us. And it works with our 
training regimen, and it 
helps us two ways.”

DOUBLE HATTERS: Local fire chiefs welcome 
the provincial move, seeing many benefits
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Wellesley fire chief Paul Redman, seen here at the St. Clements fire station, says he’s pleased with the potential new changes to legislation 
covering double hatters.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

MPP Mike Harris met with Minister of Labour Laurie Scott at the Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs’ annual general meeting in Niagara Falls. 
Pictured are Woolwich fire chief Dale Martin, North Dumfries chief Robert Shantz, Scott, Harris, and Wilmot fire chief Rod Leeson.




