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Now accepting enrolment of children
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LIVING HERE

Students' skills 
put to work for 
a good cause
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Watchdog group 
looks for quick 
action on hotspots

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Some 20 years after cleanup op-
erations first started on the Cana-
gagigue Creek, DDT and dioxins 
continue to be detected in the lo-
cal waterway at levels well above 
government standards. Soil and 
sediment samples taken down-
stream of the former-Uniroyal 
chemical plant in 2017 showed lo-
calized hotspots of contaminants 
along the Elmira creek, according 
to a recent report.

Welcoming the findings in the 
report published last month, 
members of the citizens’ group 
overseeing the cleanup urged a 
fast remediation of the identified 
chemical hotspots.

“We know we’ve got concerns 
right now and those have been 
identified, and we want to get at 
them as soon as we can because 
river features [are] so volatile and 
changing all the time,” said  Linda 
Dickson, a member of Woolwich’s 
Technical Advisory Group (TAG), 
at a meeting Monday evening. 
“Are we risking delaying things 
and things moving on us, and 
then we’re back looking at other ‘Rural and proud’ was the message at Tuesday’s Hick Day celebrations at EDSS, which saw students embrace the community’s rural roots with 

games, food trucks and, of course, live chickens. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Technical Advisory Group (TAG) meeting deals 
with latest report about contaminants and 
conditions along the Canagagigue Creek

GETTIN' THEIR HICK ON AT EDSS

spots again?”
Members of TAG voiced con-

cerns that hotspots detected in 
the report could be washed away 
or otherwise move positions in 
the event of a heavy flood like the 
one experienced in June of 2017.

“I don’t think it’s lost on us the 
fact that we don’t want this to 
drag on,” said TAG chair Tiffany 
Svensson during the meeting to 
discuss the report. “I think every-
body’s on board on that one, if 
for no other reason than to avoid 
another big flood and have it 
completely change what we now 
have data for.”

The samples collected from 
the creek, which cuts through 
the middle of the chemical plant 
property now owned by Lanxess, 
revealed areas where contami-
nants had accumulated in the 
soils and sediments, creating 
concentrations of contaminants 
along the local waterway.

From New Jerusalem Road to 
Northfield Drive, all the way to 
the terminating end of the creek 
at the Grand River, DDTs and 
dioxins were detected in isolated 
locations in the soils and sedi-
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Enviro-Stewards of Elmira, led by president Bruce Taylor, won an international award.  [VERONICA REINER]

1187 FISCHER-HALLMAN ROAD, UNIT 624
KITCHENER, ON N2E 4H9
519-578-3777

HAROLD.ALBRECHT@PARL.GC.CA
HAROLDALBRECHTMP.CA

HAROLD.ALBRECHT.MP
@ALBRECHT4KITCON

CELEBRATING NATIONAL
VOLUNTEER WEEK 

A special thank you to all those who 
donate their time and energy to help 
make a difference in our community

Promo Code

NSP-BOGO-WOOB

Formerly

 Belmore, Linwood, Milverton   
Special Clinic Days Available 
Call Jory at 1-888-243-0558

 Cambridge Hespeler 
1 Hespeler Road 

Call Jennifer at 1-888-242-2217

 Cambridge St. Andrews 
190 St. Andrews Street  

Call Rhonda at 1-888-252-0462

 Fergus 
100 McQueen Boulevard  

Call Rachel at 1-888-242-2319

 Guelph 
2-690 Woolwich Street 

Call Erin at 1-888-252-8607

 Kitchener  
558 Belmont Avenue West  

Call Rachel at 1-888-242-2381

 Kitchener - Fairway  
500 Fairway Road South  

Call Nicole at 1-888-253-1493

 Listowel 
 1195 Wallace Avenue North 

Call Dawn at 1-888-243-0558

 Mitchell 
Special Clinic Days Available 
Call Barb at 1-888-253-8817

 Stratford 
295 Huron Street  

Call Barb at 1-888-253-8817

 Waterloo 
 304-99 Northfield Drive East  

Call Ralinda at 1-888-244-0578

Call a nearby clinic below or visit HearingLife.ca/BOGO50

2.5cm

This limited-time offer ends April 30th, 2019. 
Call us today to book your FREE, no obligation hearing assessment! 

Did you know we have new name?  
ListenUP! Canada is now HearingLife. 

BOGO
BUY ONE 
GET ONE 
50% OFF

H E A R I N G  A I D

The signs on the outside might be changing, but the values on 
the inside remain the same. To celebrate our new look, we are 
offering our best promotion yet: BOGO – Buy one hearing aid 
and get one ½ price during this limited time event.

ONE OF OUR BIGGEST PROMOTIONS OF THE YEAR!!!

This limited-time offer applies to private and ADP sales of select hearing aids and is subject to change without notice. For ADP sales, the 50% discount 
is after the grant is applied. This offer cannot be combined with other promotions or discounts for hearing aids. No-cost Hearing tests are provided to 
adults ages 19 and older. A fee will apply for a copy of your audiogram. Child hearing tests are conducted at select locations 
for a fee, please contact us for more information.Some conditions may apply. Please see clinic for details. Offer not valid in 
Quebec. Offer expires 04/30/19.

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Elmira consulting firm 
Enviro-Stewards has won 
an international award for 
its dedication to advancing 
sustainable development 
goals (SDGs), a United Na-
tions framework to achieve 
a better global future by 
2030.

Enviro-Stewards was 
recognized in the “Partner-
ships for the Goals” cate-
gory for its many local and 
global partnerships. Presi-
dent Bruce Taylor said the 
award came as a surprise.

“It’s very encouraging. 
The category is very help-
ful to us because it’s ‘Part-
nership for the Goals’ – it’s 
the way that we do our 
work in North America and 
our development work in 
East Africa,” said Taylor. 
“Here, we collaborate with 
manufacturing facilities 
with their own team and 
help them find ways to 
make their facilities more 
efficient.”

Among others, the com-
pany has formed a part-
nership with Maple Leaf 
Foods, a consumer-pack-
aged meats company based 
in Toronto, to help them 
in a goal of reducing their 
energy, water, greenhouse 
gas emissions, and waste 
footprint by 50 per cent by 
2025. 

To do so, Enviro-Stew-
ards provided water, 
energy and pollution as-
sessments at 35 of Maple 
Leafs’ facilities to help 
develop a roadmap that 
would help the company 
achieve their goal. As part 
of the collaboration, both 
companies sponsored the 

Elmira's Enviro-Stewards was the sole Canadian company 
named at the inaugural Global SDG Awards

Local environmental firm 
wins international award

construction of a bio-sand 
water filter for each of the 
food facilities, audited by 
Enviro-Stewards for several 
years.

“We’re trying to find the 
biggest contributors, and 
then what can be done 
about them,” said Taylor. 
“It’s basically preventing 
problems instead of cur-
ing problems, because it’s 
much more expensive to 
cure a problem after it oc-
curs than to prevent it in 
the first place.”

One notable positive 
impact is 105 tonnes per 
year of greenhouse gas 
emissions avoided at these 
facilities.

Other accomplishments 
of Enviro-Stewards include 
a food and waste assess-
ment at Campbell’s soup 
factories that found savings 
of 938 tonnes of food annu-
ally valued at $700,000 and 
a bike-to-work challenge 
that diverted some  2,330 
kilometres of car driving. 

Enviro-Stewards also 
forms partnerships with 
companies across the 
globe, in addition to these 
Canadian companies. One 
example is the Kambagiri 
Foundation in Uganda, 
who trains locals and refu-
gees to build and sell bio-
sand filters.

“Enviro-Stewards has 
been engaged in empower-
ing South Sudanese since 
2014 to date to provide sus-
tainable, safe, affordable 
water to communities, by 
making global goals a local 
business,” said Loguya 
Matthew, founder of the 
Kambagiri Foundation. 

There are 17 awards 
featured in the inaugural 
Global SDG Awards, such 

as Clean Water & Sani-
tation, No Poverty, Zero 
Hunger, and Quality Ed-
ucation for the year 2018. 
Announced on March 25, 
Enviro-Stewards was the 
only Canadian company to 
receive an award. 

Taylor notes the compa-
ny avoids the traditional 
models of charity, which in 
fact end up hurting more 
than they help.

“In every commercial 
we’ve seen, it’s rich people 
giving stuff to poor peo-
ple,” said Taylor. “It actu-
ally doesn’t work. You’re 
literally destroying the 
local capacity to provide 
whatever it is that you’re 
doing.”

He listed the example of 
ANM Textile in Tanzania, a 
company that makes mos-
quito nets. After a “char-
itable effort” gave away 
mosquito nets in that area 
for free, it ended up doing 
long-term damage to the 
local company, which laid 
off 600 workers.  

“In North America, 
it’s actually illegal to do 
that because it’s unfair 
business practice,” said 
Taylor. “You’re creating a 
monopoly for yourself. But 
these charities create these 
monopolies that they don’t 
even want, and they can’t 
handle once they get them.

“Because let’s say the 
mosquito net breaks, where 
are you going to get anoth-
er one? You just put the 
local company out of busi-
ness. You just put the shop-
keeper out of business, 
because you’re distributing 
free ones. So you’re literally 
destroying the local capac-
ity to provide what you’re 
doing.”
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

The University of Waterloo has been recognized for 
its social and economic impact related to its United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
commitments. In its first-ever University Impact 
Rankings, the Times Higher Education measured the 
social and economic impact of some 500 universities 
from 75 countries related to their work on the SDGs. 
UW ranked fifth in climate action, ninth in sustainable 
cities and communities, 11th in partnerships for the 
goals, and shared the 13th spot overall.

An increase in the number of transport trucks rumbling 
through the village has some St. Jacobs residents 
concerned about the detour routes setup during the 
closure of a stretch of Arthur Street. Construction on 
the main link between Elmira and Waterloo began 
Apr. 3 when crews blocked off Arthur Street between 
Sawmill Road and the overpass at Reg. Rd. 15.  

From the Apr. 8, 2006 edition of The Observer
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

SUSTAINABILITY FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Sunshine list jumps 
to 16 in Woolwich and 
Wellesley townships

EVER-RISING COSTS

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Woolwich and Wellesley 
townships contributed 16 
members to a list of people 
on the public dime who 
earned more than $100,000 
in 2018, up from just seven 
the year before.

Across the province, 
the list – which includes 
doctors, nurses, teachers, 
police and firefighters in 
addition to civil servants – 
includes 151,197, up 14.8 per 
cent from 131,741 in 2017. 

The provincially man-
dated salary information, 
known as the Sunshine List, 
was released last week.

Topping the list for the 
third year in a row was 
the CEO of Ontario Power 
Generation (OPG), Jef-
frey Lyash, who was paid 
$1,746,824.96 in 2018, 
a $192,368 increase from 
the year before. Four of 
the top 10 earners on 
the list worked for OPG, 
while three were hos-
pital CEOs. The top 10 
also included CEOs of 
the Ontario Pension Board 
and Lottery and Gaming 
Corporation.

In Woolwich, chief 
administrative officer 
David Brenneman was 
the highest paid of town-
ship employees, taking 
in $151,032.70. Director 
of engineering and plan-
ning Dan Kennaley, was 
paid 116,704.38, as did 
director of finance/trea-
surer Richard Petherick. 
Director of recreation and 
facilities Ann McArthur 
got $109,702.04, clerk 
Val Hummel was paid 

$116,704.35 and acting 
manager of engineering 
Jared Puppe received 
$108,810.54. Manager of 
engineering operations 
Barry Baldasaro was paid 
$105,210.27. Fire chief Dale 
Martin got $102,281.93, 
while chief building office 
David Heuchert received 
$100,916.98. Planning man-
ager John Scarfone, who 
retired at year’s end, was 
paid $100,916.96.

... includes doctors, 
nurses, teachers, 
police and firefighters, 
civil servants – 
includes 151,197, up 
from 131,741 in 2017.

In Wellesley, chief admin-
istrative officer Rik Louwa-
gie was paid $132,552.58. 
The township’s lone mem-
ber in 2017, he was joined 
on the list by five others 
in 2018. Chief building 
official Darryl Denny was 
paid $ 103,682.07, planner 
Geoff Vanderbaaren got 
$ 102,733.38, as did direc-
tor of public works Kevin 
Beggs. Clerk Grace Kosch 
made $ 102,813.78, the same 
amount paid to treasurer 
Theresa Bisch. 

The Region of Waterloo 
has 357 employees on the 
list, up from 311 the year 
before,  while the police 
contributed 673 names, up 
from 641 in 2017.

Across the region, 
5,845 people made the 
list, many of them, 1,864, 
faculty and staff at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo, Wilfrid 
Laurier University and 

SUNSHINE | 04

WCHC to host pair of 
cannabis info sessions

Woolwich Community Health Centre RPN Bethany Heintz and WCHC health promoter Joy Finney are helping to clear the air on recreational cannabis use in the 
community with a pair of public information sessions.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Though legalized, cannabis 
remains something of a 
hazy subject, which is why 
the Woolwich Community 
Health Centre is hosting 
a pair of upcoming public 
information sessions.

Led by several nurses 
knowledgeable about the 
substance, these sessions 
will cover a variety of top-
ics including safe cannabis 
use, mental and physical 
health impacts, and com-
mon myths. 

Joy Finney, a health 
promoter at the WCHC, 
said these discussions are 
a response to an increasing 
need in the community, 
especially after its legaliza-
tion in October 2018.

“We try to be open to 
what the issues are arising 
in the community. And ob-
viously this is an emerging 
issue,” said Finney. “What 
happened was is some 
family members came to 
us and were wanting to be 
able to be supportive of 
family members that are 
having mental health con-
cerns. So that’s where these 
ideas evolved from, from 
community members ask-
ing for these topics.”

The first session takes 
place on April 9 presented 
by Bethany Heintz, RPN at 
WCHC, and Karen Haugh-
ey, public health nurse at 
the Region of Waterloo 
Public Health. It covers 
medical and recreational 
cannabis: Exploring the 
health effects, risk reduc-

tion, and legislation and is 
related to adult cannabis 
use.

Other informational 
tools include videos and 
handouts about the types 
of cannabis available like 
indica versus sativa, the 
various ways cannabis can 
be consumed, from joints 
to edibles and the different 
effects of each, and famil-
iar as well as uncommon 
signs of cannabis intoxica-
tion (e.g. numbness, confu-
sion, memory impairment, 
sedation, relaxation, etc.).

Heintz said that can-
nabis could have a vastly 
different effect on each 
person depending on sev-
eral factors, such as age, 
metabolism and the type of 
cannabis.

“We want to make sure 

that people coming to this 
session understand when 
they leave, here is how 
unique they are and how 
unique their needs will be 
when they’re looking at 
this plant product,” said 
Heintz. 

“Which is why a lot of 
people, when they’re doing 
something recreationally ... 
one person is really enjoy-
ing the product, and anoth-
er person is having maybe 
a bad trip. That’s because 
the blend isn’t right for 
every person – it has to be 
personalized.”

In particular, age has a 
significant impact on the 
body’s reaction to canna-
bis. Youth under age 25 can 
be more vulnerable to neg-
ative effects if used often, 

CANNABIS INFO | 05
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519-669-0237

Basics Beauty
& Beyond

NOW AVAILABLE

Pizza 
Loaf

Store Made Deli Sliced

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from April 8th - April 13th

Montreal Smoked 
Side Bacon

Breaded Pork 
Schnitzel

Pork Back
Ribs

REG. PRICE
$16.00 ea.

$15.00

$5.99
3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$5.99

Pizza 
Pepperoni Chubs

Store Made Mild or Hot

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

REG. PRICE
$7.99 /lb.

$7.49

Summer 
Sausage Chubs

Store Made  Fresh

Store Made Beef and Pork

REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb.

REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb.

REG. PRICE
$1.50 ea.

$1.25

Store Made (4oz)  

Conestoga College.
When first introduced 

in 1996, the list contained 
4,319 names. Inflation is 
responsible for much of the 
increase: adjusted for infla-
tion, $100,000 then is now 
the equivalent of about 
$150,000 today.

The average weekly wage 
for workers in Ontario 
was 1,023.78 at the end of 
2018, which amounts to 
$53,236.56 per year. That 
includes overtime pay, 
and assumes no weeks off, 
amounting to almost half 
of the Sunshine List thresh-
old. 

 � SUNSHINE: 
More people make 
the $100K list

FROM 03

Shutdown of road hockey game prompts Elmira rally
Neighbourhood street comes alive with players, families enjoying impromptu get-togethers in support of the game

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Dozens of kids and their 
parents turned Elmira’s 
Porchlight Drive into a 
road hockey venue Sunday, 
making it the site of a pro-
test in favour of that classic 
Canadian pastime. 

The impromptu rally 
followed an incident last 
week in which police shut 
down a game of road hock-
ey, enforcing a Woolwich 
Township bylaw prohib-
iting such activities on a 
public street.

Sunday’s event was 
spearheaded by Kristen 
Schulz, who said she was 
inspired after an incident 
witnessed by her partner, 
Vince Valeriote, while tak-
ing their son for a walk. 

“Basically my partner 
Vince was walking by 
and saw a police officer 
telling the kids to clean 
up their nets and come 
off the road because there 
was a complaint,” said 
Schulz. “So the kids were 
obviously very, very upset 
– we didn’t like that. The 
kids are outside playing 
– they’re not inside on 
screens – and then we’re 
kicking them off the road.

“So we wanted to have 
a hockey game to raise 
awareness about this by-
law, and changing it. It was 
just supposed to be a small 
game but it just kind of 
blew up.”

The number of people 
of all ages that came out 
to the event far exceeded 
Schulz’s expectations. 
Kurtis Goodwin and Brody 
Waters of the Elmira Sugar 
Kings joined in the road 
hockey games lined up 
and down the street, from 
Killdeer Road to Barnswal-
low Drive. Hot chocolate, 
coffee and fire pits were 
provided to attendees on 
the rather chilly Sunday. 

Schulz even received a 
special events permit from 
the township to put on the 
event.

The prohibition specifi-
cally listing rules for games 
and sports on the road falls 
under Part IV 2 (a) of the 
township’s traffic and park-
ing bylaw. It states: “Unless 
allowed under a permit by 
the region or a local munic-
ipality, no person shall play 
or take part in any game or 
sport upon a highway.”

The current bylaw has 

spontaneous games. 
“In terms of the bylaw 

itself, I’m not sure if we 
have any comment on it. 
The text is what it is,” said 
Jeff Smith, deputy clerk 
at the Township of Wool-
wich. “If anyone has any 
concerns with the way our 
bylaws are written, they’re 
welcome to bring those to 
council.”

That’s exactly what 
Schulz is planning, noting 
she’ll take her concerns to 
Woolwich council on April 
16. 

 “For us, we just want 
to amend the bylaw,” said 
Schulz. “It’s for basket-
ball and street hockey on 
streets under 50 [km/h] 
we’re hoping, or 50 and 
under. Just to amend it 
somehow, that even if you 
complain, you can’t kick 
the kids off of their game, 
off the streets.

“Obviously, we want to 
raise awareness about safe 
street hockey, and respect-
ing everybody around and 
the property and the peo-
ple around, too.”

“I think council will 
hear the delegation and 
let them speak, and we’ll 
have some questions for 
staff, and we’ll try to work 
with our staff to make sure 
our bylaws are still doing 
what we need them to do, 
but also not at the same 
time, discouraging kids 
from playing outside,” said 
McMillan, of the April 16 
meeting.

Community members 
have been adding to their 
message online with the 
hashtag #letthemplay.

been in place since 2006, 
though it took the neigh-
bourhood complaint to 
shine a light on it.

 “It’s important to know 
that bylaws are gener-
ally enforced on a com-
plaint-made basis,” said 
Elmira Coun. Scott McMil-
lan. “This one had been on 
the books for a while, and 
we never had a problem 
with it because there had 
never been a complaint. 
Now that there has been 
a complaint, and we see 
the consequences on it, 
we think it’s a good time 
and the proper thing to do 
to really evaluate how it 

works in practice.
“There are probably 

more than a few bylaws in 
every municipality that 
look a little bit different 
on paper than they do in 
practice.”

The bylaw is similar to 
those in many other mu-
nicipalities, including the 
three other rural townships 
in the region, Wellesley, 
Wilmot and North Dum-
fries. In Wellesley, for 
example, the traffic and 
parking bylaw states:

“Unless allowed under 
a permit granted by the 
Region or a local munici-
pality, no person shall play 

or take part in any game 
or sport upon a highway 
and no person upon roller 
skates, roller blades, skate-
boards or riding in or by 
means of any coaster, toy 
vehicles or similar devices 
shall go upon a highway 
except for the purpose of 
crossing the roadway and 
when so crossing such per-
son shall have the rights 
and be subject to the obli-
gations of a pedestrian.”

Rather than banning 
road hockey, such bylaws 
require that anyone inter-
ested in playing get the 
appropriate permit from 
the township – meaning no 

Kristen Schulz and Vince Valeriote spearheaded a day of road hockey games on Porchlight Drive in Elmi-
ra.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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the tricky part. We’re in 
this tense balance as to 
where it sits with the medi-
cal system.”

Everyone is invited to 
attend these sessions; it is 
not solely for patients of 
WCHC. The first is on April 
9 from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 
p.m. at the WCHC with an 
adult audience in mind, 
and the second is May 7 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., 
aimed at parents.

while seniors may use the 
substance for medicinal 
purposes.

“With recreational 
cannabis, the people who 
may have experimented in 
their teen years, we want 
to explore the differences 
in the plant that is being 
used today versus when 
they were teenagers,” said 
Finney. “Also as we age our 
metabolism changes and 

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Call it the battle of the 
Woolwich bots, as EDSS 
and Woodland Christian 
High School squared off as 
finalists at the Ontario Dis-
trict robotics competition 
in North Bay last weekend. 
It would be the Elmira 
school that emerged victo-
rious.

The two Woolwich teams 
went head-to-head over the 
weekend as both qualified 
for the final rounds of the 
competition in North Bay, 
which saw 33 schools from 
across the province pit 
their robotic creations in a 
series of challenging tasks 
and games.

“It started out a little 
bit bumpy again like 
Waterloo,” said Andrew 
Veldhuis, a mentor with 
the Woodland robotics 
team, the CyberCavs. “Our 
first few matches we had a 
few issues that we had to 
iron out, but immediately 
following the rough start, 
we immediately started 
performing well beyond 
my expectations. And to 
the point where I think 
we were one of, if not the 
best performing machine 
there.”

Both the CyberCavs and 

so how we process it may 
be different than when we 
were teenagers.”

The second session is on 
May 7 entitled “start the 
conversation about canna-
bis with your child” present-
ed by Ruth Cordukes, public 
health nurse at Region of 
Waterloo Public Health 
and Heintz. This session is 
aimed towards parents look-
ing to speak to their children 
about cannabis effectively. 

Cordukes said one of the 
goals of these sessions is to 
create an open and inclusive 
atmosphere.

“Part of that conversation 
is sharing the facts,” said 
Cordukes. “So not saying 
‘I’m really worried that 
you’re going to be an addict.’ 
But instead, here’s what we 
know about cannabis. When 
you’re able to share facts, it’s 
really hard to take that per-
sonally. It’s really hard to get 

 � CANNABIS INFO: Sessions are open to the general public, with one focusing on parents speaking to their kids
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EDSS nabs robotics win while Woodland lands up as finalist
Woolwich schools squared off after taking different paths to North Bay; both now heading to provincials

the EDSS team, Sir Lancer-
bot, had just competed in 
Waterloo the week before 
in another Ontario district 
competition that saw the 
CyberCavs rank fourth out 
of 32 teams and become an 
event finalist.

The EDSS contingent 
didn’t fare so well at the 
local competition, which 
was held March 21 to 23 at 
the University of Waterloo. 
The Elmira team placed 
a distant tenth in that 
competition; however, by 
the following weekend in 
North Bay, it was in top-
notch condition, climbing 
the rankings to second 
place, and claiming the 
district event win.

“We ran reasonably 
well,” said EDSS robotics 
coach Ron Fletcher of the 
team’s performance in 
North Bay. “We improved 
on a lot of things from 
Waterloo that we continue 
to work on. So we had it 
dialed in pretty well we 
thought. We were ranked 
10th out of 30 teams there 
when we went into the 
round robin, and we were 
picked by the second alli-
ance.”

The stellar performance 
at the North Bay event, 
which was held at the 
Nipissing University from 

March 28 to 30, virtually 
assured both teams a berth 
to the Ontario champion-
ship event, which will be 
held two weeks from now 
in Mississauga.

Though the event win 
was definitely a moment 
to be proud of, Fletcher 
contends the real success 
of the robotics program is 
measured in the partici-
pating students, who pick 
up skills in engineering, 
programming, electronics 
and business throughout 
their involvement in the 

program. 
“I say it to our mentors, 

‘our product is not that,’” 
explained Fletcher, point-
ing to the bulky robot built 
by the team in just six 
weeks.

“And you always have 
to keep that in mind. That 
is just a means to develop 
that product,” he contin-
ued, indicating at the stu-
dents behind robot. “The 
kids are our real product. 
That’s what we’re here for.”

It’s a sentiment borne 
out in graduates and alum-

ni of the robotics program, 
like Veldhuis, who mentors 
the student members of the 
CyberCavs. Though now in 
a teaching and guidance 
role with the team, Veldhu-
is started his involvement 
with the CyberCavs as a 
student at Woodland.

“I’ve been on this team 
since it began,” said Veld-
huis, who now studies 
management engineering 
at the University of Wa-
terloo. Veldhuis was there 
when the team started in 
2013, and continues to help 

the team thrive. The men-
tor credits the program 
with helping him find his 
own calling in his postsec-
ondary education as an 
engineer.

“I think throughout high 
school, the thing I loved 
the most about it was this 
whole robotics thing,” said  
Veldhuis. “I couldn’t get 
enough of the competitions 
specifically, I love them 
so much. So when I went 
to university, I figured I 
still want to go back to the 
same team that I’ve helped 
create to how good [they’ve 
become] now.”

Similarly, with the 
Elmira team now in its 
fifth year, the robotics 
team has grown to about 
50 members – one of the 
largest the school has had. 
Moreover, as the program 
ages, it’s starting to see a 
greater involvement from 
former EDSS students 
returning to the team as 
mentors. It’s a confirma-
tion of the positive effect 
science and technology 
can have on the commu-
nity.

“I feel that that is the 
message of FIRST [Robot-
ics]. We’re not building 
robots, we’re building kids. 
And that’s really what it’s 
all about,” said Fletcher.

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Wellesley council had a 
change of heart this week, 
opting to reverse course on 
a previous decision about 
waiving the 2019 rental fees 
for a community group.

A previous council meet-
ing March 19, representa-
tives from the Wellesley 
North Easthope Agricul-
tural Society approached 
council with a request to 
waive the rental fees for the 
Wellesley park pavilion, 
home of its farmers’ mar-
ket. Councillors rejected 
the full waiver request orig-
inally, and opted to consid-

defensive about it.
“It is so important to 

come into a conversation, 
not with an intention to 
control the outcome or to 
control what the youth does, 
but the intention to listen.”

The intention is to share 
accurate, unbiased knowl-
edge on the substance 
with the public and allow 
people to make their own 
decisions. While there is 
plenty of information that 

will be brought to the ta-
ble, Haughey said there is 
plenty to be still discovered 
about cannabis, such as the 
long-term effects.

“With it being an illegal 
substance previously to 
the fall, there’s so much 
that has opened the door 
to research,” said Haughey. 
“But we just don’t have all 
of the research yet. Over 
time, I expect that will ex-
tend. At this point, that’s 

SCHOOL VS SCHOOL

Wellesley approves waiver for farmers’ market run by agricultural society
er a 35 per cent reduction 
at a later date. That later 
date turned out to be Tues-
day night.

Part of what prompted 
the decision was a docu-
ment penned in 1962 that 
allowed the fair board to 
use the land free of charge 
for other uses not related 
to the fair, if the township 
and fair board mutually 
agreed.

Coun. Peter van der Maas 
was one of the councillors 
who reconsidered in light 
of several delegations, as 
well as the land deed from 
1962. He also added that 
it was in line with previ-
ous decisions made by 

the council. One of these 
previous waivers included 
$7,500 worth of rental fees 
for the Paradise and Dis-
trict Lions Club to rent out 
the St. Clements Commu-
nity Centre for its annual 
summer camp. 

“I see no reason to stand 
in the way of waiving the 
fee for the use of the pa-
vilion,” said van der Maas. 
“What particularly did it 
for me, the vendors are still 
paying a fee. But rather 
than going to the township, 
it is going to the agricultural 
board, which was a partner 
in establishing the whole 
facility in the first place.”

The regular rental fee 

would be $56.10 per week, 
multiplied by 18 weeks 
of the Wellesley Farmers’ 
Market season, for an an-
nual total of $1009.80. The 
farmers market runs from 
June 8 to October 12.

Coun. Carl Smit stood 
firmly by his original 
stance, stating that it could 
set a precedent for other 
groups looking for a waiver. 

“I don’t think anything’s 
changed,” said Smit, re-
ferring to the previous 
request. “I find it very 
convenient that the market 
can fall under the umbrella 
of the fair. It’s just too con-
venient. All kinds of clubs 
can now share in this wind-

fall, that everybody gets it 
for free.”

Coun. Shelley Wagner 
was also vocal in her op-
position, stating that the 
Township of Wellesley also 
needs funding and has pre-
viously donated to the fair 
board.

“We have to make money 
as well, as a township, to 
keep things running,” said 
Wagner. “If we keep giving 
it away for free … well … 
the fair board says they 
need money to do things; 
the township needs money 
to do things.”

Coun. Herb Neher point-
ed out that the money 
would go right back into 

the community, as the 
Wellesley North Eastho-
pe Agricultural Society 
intends to use the funds 
towards the fall fair.

“There shouldn’t be a 
dollar value every time we 
do something. We have to 
make money out of it, [but] 
this is a community-orient-
ed thing,” said Neher. “All 
of the money that they get 
goes back into the commu-
nity. And sometimes we’ve 
got to make exceptions. 
And this is a special case 
where I think it merits it.”

After much deliberation, 
the motion was eventually 
passed with a recorded 
vote of 3-2. 

Back from earning the district event win at the Robotics competition in North Bay on the weekend, the EDSS robotics 
team are gearing up for the Ontario competitions later this month. In front are team members Morgan Maher, Claire 
Hartman, Micah Playford and Rebecca Perry. Behind is teacher and mentor Dan Gallina, mentor Aaron Price and teach-
er-mentor Ron Fletcher. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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NATIONAL 
VOLUNTEER WEEK

THANK-YOU 
To all of the dedicated Woolwich 
Volunteers for the amazing work 

you do in our community!

National 
Volunteer 
Week 
April 7–13, 2019

Thank you. 

Read Lynn's story: 
www.iamtheone.ca 

A_ United Way 
• Waterloo Region 

Communities 

In partnership with: 

,r volunteer action centre 
.../ 

Dedicated volunteers like Lynn are the 
reason thousands of people in Waterloo 
Region receive the support they need. 

To all the volunteers making a difference 
across Waterloo Region - we thank you. 

#iamtheone I iamtheone.ca I 000 @UnitedWayWRC 

Be kind whenever possible.  
It is always possible.

14th Dalai Lama.

Thank you to our truly dedicated 
and enthusiastic volunteers. 

You demonstrate through the many 
tireless hours that you give, just how 
invested you are in the community.

We couldn’t do it without you, direct 
support volunteers, committee members, 

board members, and event volunteers!

Elmira District 
Community Living
Supporting Individuals with

an Intellectual Disability

35Investing in Volunteerism years

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK
April 7th - 13th, 2019

Thank You
Waterloo Region Volunteers

For Lifting Our Community

ments at levels well above 
government limits.

The standard for 2, 4 DDT 
concentrations in soil in ag-
ricultural lands is set by the 
provincial government at 
0.078 micrograms per gram 
(μg/g, or one-millionth of a 
gram per gram of material). 
However, the samples col-
lected in 2017 showed levels 
of DDTs reaching up to 
399.3 μg/g where the creek 
intersects with New Jerusa-
lem Road in Elmira.

DDT is a toxic chemical 
that was commonly used 
in the production of insec-

ticide in North America, 
including at the Elmira 
chemical plant. The pro-
duction of the chemical has 
been banned in the country 
since 1972, but residual 
traces of the long-lived 
chemical continue to per-
sist in the soil of the Elmira 
creek, which for decades 
was used as a convenient 
waste disposal for business-
es situated along the water. 
The chemical is considered 
a possible human carcin-
ogen by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention in the U.S.

Besides DDTs, the other 

chemicals of concern in 
the creek detected at high 
levels have been dioxins 
and furans, a highly toxic 
byproduct of industrial 
processes. At the New Je-
rusalem Road intersection 
with the creek, dioxins (and 
furans, a chemical sharing 
similarities with dioxins) 
were measured up to 30 
times higher than the En-
vironmental Protection Act 
standards.

According to the World 
Health Organization, short-
term exposure to dioxins 
can lead to skin lesions and 
altered liver function, while 

the longer-term effects 
of continued exposure is 
linked to impairments of 
the immune system, the 
developing nervous system 
the endocrine system and 
reproductive functions.

With the “Canagagigue 
Creek Sediment and Flood-
plain Soil Investigation” 
report being finalized, the 
next steps in the remedia-
tion process will be to as-
sess both the human health 
risks of the hot spots, as 
well as the ecological im-
pact.

While appreciating the 
extent of the work put into 

the report, TAG renewed 
their calls for further test-
ing of the local floodplains 
to root out the remaining 
hotspots likely still linger-
ing in the local environ-
ment.

“Data indicate that we 
have hotspots, but we don’t 
have all of the hotspots ful-
ly delineated and charac-
terized,” said Svensson.

The health of the Elmira 
creek has improved im-
mensely in more recent 
years thanks to the reme-
diation efforts, as well as 
local activism to protect the 
waterway from erosion and 

cattle grazing. Leading the 
remediation of the creek, 
as well as the cleanup of 
the municipal aquifers 
contaminated as a result of 
past practices, has been the 
current owner of the chem-
ical plant, Lanxess, which 
finalized the takeover of the 
property’s previous owners 
in 2017.

Lanxess operates a num-
ber of pumps and other 
remediation operations in 
Elmira to clean the contam-
inated waterways, under 
the watchful eye of TAG 
and the Ministry of the En-
vironment.

 � CREEK REHAB: Environmental group looking for quick action before hotspots can shift due to water flows, floods
FROM 01

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

8 Snyder Avenue North, Elmira 
519-669-4111 • CHARTWELL.COM

Thank you to
all our amazing

volunteers!

Making People's
Lives BETTER

Thank-you for everything you 
make possible in our community.
You are all heroes.

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN  COUNTRY
F E N C I N G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY,  ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH:  (519) 882-8929  CAMBRIDGE:  (519) 654-7068

FAX :  (519) 822-7481

APRIL 7TH–13TH



COMMUNITY NEWS  | 07THURSDAY, APRIL 04, 2019 |  THE OBSERVER 

•RAY FREDERICK 
•COLIN KROPF 
•JEFF JOHNSON

 All sale prices exclude 
H.S.T, and License Fee. 
Fixed rates, based on 

bi-weekly payments O.A.C. 
Finance rates are only good 

for date of publication.

Need
A New

Vehicle?
Visit us
today!

Call one of
our sales reps

today!

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2015 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE OVERLAND 4X4
One owner trade-in. Has Eco-Diesel engine for excellent fuel economy 
and performance. Overland model loaded with features including 
Navigation, heated and ventilated leather seats, Quadra-lift air 
suspension, Panoramic sunroof, rear backup camera, remote start, 
power liftgate, tow package and much more. Finished in Billet metallic. 
Has 90,800 kilometers. $31,995.

245
72 mths
 5.99%

$

2013 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
All-wheel-drive, Navigation, heated leather seating, 
power sunroof, rear back-up camera, remote start, 
Uconnect with Bluetooth, fog lights,alloy wheels and 
much more. Finished in black. Has only 75,200 
kilometers. $17,995.

161
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2018 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 4X4  STERLING EDITION
25TH Anniversary edition loaded with options including 
heated front and second row leather seats,,Navigation,20 
inch wheel package,Apple Car Play,Android Auto,power 
sunroof,back-up camera,remote start,blind spot and rear 
cross path detection and much more. Finished in velvet 
red.Only 27,400 kilometers.$42,995.

290
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 JEEP WRANGLER UNLIMITED SAHARA 4X4
Nicely equipped Sahara model with Navigation, heated 
leather seats, remote start, tow package, Bluetooth, fog 
lights, alloy wheels, dual tops and more.
Finished in black. Has 59,300 kilometers. $32,995.

295
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
Nice one owner trade-in.RT model with V6 engine, 
all-wheel drive, heated leather seats, Navigation, rear 
back-up camera, remote start and much more.
Finished in white. Has 85,700 kilometers. $18,995.

170
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2018 CHRYSLER PACIFICA TOURING- L PLUS
New generation mini-van loaded with Tri-Pane Panoramic 
sunroof, heated leather seats, dual Blu-Ray DVD players, 
Apple Car Play, Android Auto, 18 inch alloy wheels, rear 
back-up camera, power side doors and liftgate, blind spot and 
rear cross path detection and much more. Previous daily 
rental. Finished in velvet red.Only 21,300 kilometers. $38,995.

264
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2017 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED 4X4
Well equipped Limited package with heated leather 
seats, Navigation, dual pane sunroof, V6 engine,power 
liftgate, backup camera, remote start and more. Finished 
in black. 40,100 kilometers. Previous daily rental. $29,995.

202
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2017 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN GT
Sporty GT model with heated front and second row 
leather seats, powerliftgate, power sliding side doors, 
backup camera, Bluetooth phone connectivity, remote 
start and much more. Finished in Billet silver metallic. Has 
51,400 kilometers. $25,995.

176
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

Police, the Canadian An-
ti-Fraud Centre (CAFC) and 
Ontario’s Serious Fraud Of-
fice (SFO) say e-commerce 
scams are rising as more 
people use technology to 
buy and sell goods. 

Using the Internet has 
made e-commerce more 
convenient for consumers 
but has increased the like-
lihood of victimization by 
fraud, say officials. Consum-
ers and merchants need to 
be vigilant when purchasing 
or selling online. Combined 
CAFC statistics estimate 
losses of $6.3 million Cana-
da-wide in 2018.

Before buying or selling 
with technology, ensure you 
are familiar with the person 
or company with whom you 
are doing business, experts 
advise. Do your homework 
by independently verifying 
who they are. Some online 
research could help you 
verify or identify previous 
complaints that may have 
been reported through a 
company website. Verify 
any information that is of-
fered. If there isn’t enough 
detail provided, ask for more 
information to satisfy all of 
your concerns. Time is on 
your side, as most purchases 
or sales are not urgent. If a 
sale occurs, verify the pay-

P O L I C E  R E P O R T

MARCH 24

 ■ 4:30 PM | A Wellington 
County OPP officer was 
travelling on Wellington Road 
12 near the Sixth Line while 
conducting radar and monitor-
ing traffic when they observed 
a sedan travelling eastbound 
at a speed that appeared to 
be well above the posted 80 
km/h speed limit. The car was 
locked on radar travelling 
at a speed in excess of 130 
km/h. Further investigation 
revealed that the driver was 

E-commerce scams on the rise

ment has been made. 
Investigators have seen 

an increase in “Card Not 
Present” scams which tar-
get merchants. The SFO 
relates an incident about an 
entrepreneur who opened 
an online business to sell 
electronic devices and 
parts. Taking precautions, 
the business owner used a 
popular bank’s security fea-
ture to process credit card 
payments. Unfortunately, 
products were purchased by 
suspects using bogus credit 
cards that were approved 
by the bank’s security fea-
ture – the vendor didn’t 
wait long enough to confirm 
the payment was real and, 
as a result, the items were 
shipped. Once the fraudu-
lent purchase occurred, the 
additional security mea-
sures protected the owner 
– but the purchases contin-
ued unabated. After only 
three months, the owner 
was forced to shut down his 
website, sustaining losses 
of approximately $50,000 
worth of merchandise and 
refunds.

If you or someone you 
know suspect they’ve been 
a victim of an ecommerce 
scam, contact your financial 
services company and your 
local police service.  

currently suspended. The 
driver, a 33-year-old Brampton 
man, was charged with ‘race 
a motor vehicle’ and ‘drive 
while under suspension’ and 
is scheduled to appear in 
Guelph Provincial Court on 
May 1. His vehicle was seized 
for a period of seven days as 
per statute.  

MARCH 25

 ■ 5:15 PM | A Wellington 
County OPP officer was mon-
itoring traffic and conducting 

radar Wellington Road 21 just 
west of Elora when they ob-
served a red sedan travelling 
westbound at a speed that 
appeared to be well above the 
posted 80 km/h speed limit. 
The vehicle was locked on ra-
dar in excess of 130 km/h. The 
24-year-old Paris man behind 
the wheel was charged with 
‘race a motor vehicle.’ He is 
to appear in Guelph Provincial 
Court on June 5. His driver’s li-
cence and vehicle were seized 
for a period of seven days as 
per statute.  

MARCH 26

 ■ 8:30 AM | Members of 
the Perth County OPP were 
conducting focused patrol for 
driver’s not obeying stop signs 
at intersections in Perth East. 
Officers observed a motor 
vehicle fail to stop for a stop 
sign and pulled the vehicle over. 
Through the investigation is was 
determined that the driver was 
prohibited from driving and the 
male driver was arrested.  The 
39-year-old Barrie man was 
arrested and charged ‘opera-
tion of a motor vehicle while 
prohibited.’ He is scheduled to 
appear in the Ontario Court of 
Justice, Stratford on April 29 to 
answer the charges. The driver 
was also issued a provincial 
offence notice for disobeying 
a stop sign. His vehicle was 
towed and impounded.

MARCH 27

 ■ 3:30 PM | Members of the 
OPP Perth County detach-
ment, Perth County Paramedic 
Services and Perth East 
Fire Department attended 
the scene of a two-vehicle 
collision that sent one person 
to hospital with life-threat-
ening injuries.   The collision 
occurred at the intersection 
of Perth Line 33 at Perth Road 
108 in the Township of Perth 
East.  The intersection was 
closed for several hours. 

Emergency services responded to the area of Listowel Road near Steffler Road west of Elmira for a head-
on collision involving an Audi sedan and a Dodge pickup truck at 6:40am  Apr 1. Both drivers were trans-
ported to hospital. One driver was subsequently transferred to an out-of-town hospital with serious but 
non-life-threatening injuries. The area was closed for an extended period of time while investigators were 
on scene. Road conditions and speed are being considered as possible factors to the collision. The inves-
tigation is ongoing, and police are asking anyone with information is encouraged to call them at 519-570-
9777, ext. 8857.  PHOTO BY JOE MERLIHAN
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Game on, in support of road hockey
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

Though nothing like past in-
stances that have provoked 
national media frenzies, 

last weekend’s demonstration 
of support for road hockey was 
quintessentially Canadian. 

Dozens of kids and their 
parents were out on Porchlight 
Drive in Elmira Sunday in re-
action to the previous week’s 
move by police to shut down a 
game of street hockey. Acting on 
a complaint from a neighbour, 
police were enforcing a bylaw on 
Woolwich’s books, one it shares 
with many municipalities. 
While officially prohibited, road 
hockey games are rarely halted 
in practice, as the bylaw goes 
unenforced. 

Last week’s shutdown brought 
the issue to the fore, as has been 
the case in other communities 
over the years.

Hockey, of course, is our na-

tional obsession, a defining part 
of our character. The sight of 
kids (and some adults, truth be 
known) playing pickup hockey 
in the streets – quieter ones 
where the need to shout “caaar-
rr” is less frequent – is familiar 
to almost everyone. Many grown 
men (yes, the gender divide 
is still in evidence) have vivid 
recollections of countless hours 
spent turning wooden hockey 
sticks into splinters in pursuit of 
a tennis ball.

As with previous incidents, 
most notably in Hamilton and, 
more recently, Kitchener, ac-
tions taken to shut down road 
hockey games are seen as an 
attack on both a national institu-
tion and childhood itself, hardly 
moves designed to make anyone 
popular.

Safety issues aside, those who 
object to street hockey have it 

all wrong. Yes, road hockey can 
be somewhat annoying in the 
neighbourhood, especially to 
the curmudgeonly, but it does 
provide a recreational outlet for 
kids. Sadly, the activity appears 
to be waning as young people 
become increasingly inactive, 
opting for electronic diversions 
– if road hockey was a new game 
for the Playstation, it would fare 
much better.

Road hockey is an increasingly 
rare sight, in line with fewer kids 
outside just having fun – just 
being kids, in fact. Certainly the 
number of young people play-
ing outdoors – whether a game 
of ball hockey, some pick-up 
baseball, tossing a frisbee, pass-
ing a football or a far-ranging, 
yard-hopping game of chase – is 
much lower than it used to be. 

There’s more than anecdotal 
evidence to support that claim. 

ParticipACTION has long de-
cried the phenomenon, calling 
the trend hazardous to the long-
term health of our children. It’s 
another indictment of helicopter 
parenting.

Over-supervising kids or 
keeping them indoors to ensure 
they are safe limits their oppor-
tunities for physical activity 
and endangers their long-term 
well-being. It's time to get out of 
kids' way, let them play outside 
and give them the freedom to 
occasionally scrape a knee, the 
group argues.

We have lost the balance 
between short-term safety and 
long-term health. In outdoor 
play, risk doesn't mean courting 
danger, but rather giving kids 
the freedom to assess their sur-
roundings and make decisions, 
allowing them to build confi-
dence, develop skills, solve prob-

lems and learn limits
It seems many adults have 

forgotten the simple joy of pure, 
unvarnished fun that comes 
with being a kid. Experts argue 
we should let kids be kids, break 
out of the over-protective mode 
and stop micromanaging chil-
dren’s lives.

Unwarranted safety concerns 
lead to excessive supervision 
and keeping kids indoors. But, 
is outdoor play really something 
to fear? 

What many adults recall from 
their childhood as thrilling and 
exciting play that tested bound-
aries – such as exploring the 
woods, roughhousing, moving 
fast or playing at heights – is of-
ten called risky play these days. 
While these activities could lead 
to injuries, the vast majority 
are minor. With road hockey, it 
should be game on.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

I n a recent survey of po-
tential adult migrants 
worldwide, 47 million 

said they would most like 
to move to Canada. There 
are only 37 million people 
in Canada. The same goes 
for Australia: 36 million 
would like to move there; 
only 25 million do live 
there. Most of these would-
be immigrants are going 
to be disappointed. In fact, 
Canada lets in just 300,000 
immigrants a year; Austra-
lia 200,000.

Other developed coun-
tries are significantly less 
popular destinations, 
but potential migrants 
amounting to around half 
the existing populations 
want to move to the Unit-
ed States, France, Britain, 
Germany and Spain. They 
too are going to be disap-

The immigrant 
problem

pointed.
In its most generous 

year, 2016, Germany let 
in a million immigrants, 
mostly Syrian refugees, but 
80 million Germans are 
never going to let in the 42 
million foreigners who also 
want to live there. Indeed, 
former U.S. presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton 
said bluntly last November 
that “Europe has done its 
part, and must send a very 
clear message: ‘we are not 
going to be able to contin-

Everyone can find a way to challenge themselves at this year's Elmira Maple Syrup Festival.

"This isn’t about a lack of loyalty. On the contrary, I 
recommended that the government acknowledge 
what happened in order to move forward. This was 
an expression of loyalty, not disloyalty — in the same 
way that Jody Wilson-Raybould attempted to protect 
the Prime Minister from the obvious short-term and 
long-term consequences of attempts to interfere 
with prosecutorial independence — but to no avail." 

Jane Philpott reacts to expulsion from caucus 

Canada is seeing the effects of widespread warming 
and projects that they will intensify in the future. 
Annual precipitation is projected to increase in all re-
gions of Canada and a warmer climate is expected to 
intensify some weather extremes. Projected increas-
es in extreme precipitation are expected to increase 
the potential for future urban flooding; heatwaves will 
contribute to increased drought and wildfire risks. 

Canada in a Changing Climate

SEE DYER | 09

GWYNNE DYER 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Tougher rules needed to make social media accountable

A dult, sane and in pos-
session of a functional 
government, New Zealand 

moved quickly against deadly 
weapons following a mass shoot-
ing there. In neighbouring Aus-
tralia, the government is moving 
to hold social media companies 
accountable for streaming the 
likes of the Christchurch mosque 
attack and a host of other uneth-
ical postings that are the norm 
with Facebook and Google. 

Australian Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison is looking to pass 
new laws for social media giants 
that would enforce jail terms 
and millions in fines if they fail 
to take down harmful material 
quickly. 

“Big social media companies 
have a responsibility to take 
every possible action to ensure 
their technology products are 
not exploited by murderous ter-
rorists,” says Morrison.

“It should not just be a matter 
of just doing the right thing. It 
should be the law.”

The move is similar to Euro-
pean Union attempts to rein in 
social media companies for the 
spread of hate speech and incit-
ing of violence and terrorism. 
(The EU most recently took such 
companies to task for violating 
copyright laws, as social media 
firms profit greatly from repost-
ing the works of others.)

Canada, by contrast, has done 
little to constrain the inherent 
evil of Facebook and its ilk. In 
fact, it’s been complicit in steal-
ing your privacy and failing to 
protect you and your family from 
exploitation by both internal 
security (the Orwellian spy agen-
cies) and corporate interests. 
The U.S., of course, is far worse, 
where there are no adults, no 
sanity and little in the way of 
functional government to pro-
tect children from mass shoot-
ers, let alone reel in the social 
media companies. 

We are, of course, well-advised 

to fear governments taking away 
our privacy. The government 
has removing your rights as its 
primary goal. But they’re not the 
only ones putting us at risk: we’re 
often our own worst enemies.

With sites like Facebook, we’re 
laying ourselves bare to the 
world.

Facebook, like many Internet 
sites, exist to harvest informa-
tion, sell it to advertisers and 
target you with personalized 
ads. Tracking is the norm, as 
is collecting as many details as 
possible of what each of us does 
online. There’s nothing neutral 
about most of it: this is not just 
a sociology study, though, of 
course, it’s that too.

Leaving aside the issue of why 
exactly people feel compelled to 
post the up-to-the-second minu-

tia of their lives, there’s a danger 
of what you post being used 
against you. 

That’s an obvious peril, 
brought about by, well, stupidity. 

In the bigger picture, the In-
ternet’s increasing presence in 
our lives means we have to set up 
rules that prevents the abuse of 
technology that can track our ev-
ery movement online. The mar-
keting purposes behind much of 
what’s done today is a poor rea-

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

son to allow it. The prospect of 
far more sinister motives means 
action is needed in short order.

Coupled with the undermining 
of privacy – embraced by govern-
ments not the least bit eager to 
protect their citizens – the sorry 
state of affairs brought on by social 
media companies should leave no 
one upset if they all suddenly went 
away tomorrow. Such would be a 
reason to rejoice, in fact.

There’s very little social about 
such sites, at least in the conven-
tional human sense of the word. 
The occasional use is one thing 
– though the sites, along with the 
ubiquitous Google, are mining 
data, joined by the likes of the 
NSA – but there are many peo-
ple, many of them young, who 
spend too much time and think 
too little of the consequences. 

More than just too much in-
formation, poor judgment and 
bullying, such time spent online 
has societal implications. Hack-
ing, fake Twitter and Facebook 
accounts, online bots and a host 
of other technologies are increas-
ingly part of an arsenal to sway 
public opinion on a massive 
scale, all based on psychological 
research being done by the same 
people investing in technology 
companies and the likes of right-
wing websites such as Breitbart.

Such companies are develop-
ing increasingly sophisticated 
tools for gathering up large 
swathes of online data – the 
things you post and like on Face-
book, for instance – in order to 
both predict your behaviour and 
to sway it. This goes beyond tar-
geted advertising, which is itself 
somewhat problematic.

Facebook founder Mark Zuck-
erberg argues today’s young users 
don’t have the privacy concerns 
of past generations – putting your 
information out there and being 
tracked is the norm. He’s fine 
with tracking users, and he as-
sumes everyone else is, too.

Aside from the issue of being 
treated solely as data points 
for advertising purposes, you 
should be concerned about what 
Internet sites do with your infor-
mation. Beyond potential em-
barrassment and employment 
troubles – the result of posting 
your bar-hopping escapades for 
all to see – access to your person-
al details is a fraudster’s dream 
in two words: identity theft.

Tougher government regu-
lations, ideally outlawing the 
collection and storage of person-
al information for such trivial 
reasons, is what’s needed. Gov-
ernments, however, have no re-
gard for the public good, and are 
among the worst offenders.

For now, we’re on our own. 
And if you don’t look after your 
privacy, you can be sure some-
one else is glad you didn’t.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

 �DYER: Mass migration will cause conflicts, with rich countries likely to end up killing people who try to enter
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ue to provide refuge and 
support.’”

Clinton was mainly con-
cerned about how anxiety 
about mass immigration 
has fueled the rise of popu-
lism in Western countries. 
That’s hardly surprising, 
given how Donald Trump’s 
tight focus on the alleged 
criminal and job-stealing 
propensities of Latino im-
migrants won over enough 
formerly Democratic voters 
in the Rust Belt states to 
give him the presidency.

It didn’t just work for 
Trump. It helped the Brex-
iteers win their anti-Euro-
pean Union referendum 
in the United Kingdom, it 
brought the populists to 
power in Italy, and it un-
derpins Viktor Orban’s ‘soft 
dictatorship’ in Hungary 

(even though Hungary has 
never let immigrants in, 
and they don’t want to go 
there anyway).

But the fact is that the 
levels of immigration are 
not particularly high in 
the United States and most 
European countries at the 
moment. Net migration to 
the United Kingdom has 
been stable since 2010; 
in both the United States 
and in Germany (with the 
exception of 2016, in the 
latter case), net migration 
is down by half since 2000. 
Something more is needed 
to explain the level of anger 
in these countries.

It is, of course, unem-
ployment, which is much 
higher than the published 
(official) figures in every 
case, and is particularly 
high in the post-industrial 

areas that voted so heavily 
for Trump in the United 
States, for Brexit in Britain, 
and for ultra-nationalist 
parties in Germany. In the 
United States, according 
to Nicholas Eberstadt of 
the American Enterprise 
Institute, 17.5 per cent of 
American men of prime 
working age (24-55) are not 
working.

But unemployment will 
continue to rise, because it is 
increasingly being driven by 
automation. The Rust Belt 
went first, because assembly 
lines are the easiest thing in 
the world to automate, but 
now Amazon and its friends 
are destroying the retail 
jobs, and next to go are the 
driving jobs (self-driving 
vehicles). Automation is 
unstoppable, and the anger 
will continue to grow.

So you can see why Hil-
lary Clinton is concerned, 
but she seems unaware that 
the pressure of migration is 
also going to grow rapidly.

According to the UN’s 
International Labour Organ-
isation, there are currently 
277 million migrants in the 
world (defined as people 
who have left their home 
countries in search of work, 
or to join their families, or to 
flee conflicts and persecu-
tion). How many more are 
still in their home countries 
but would like to leave? At 
least a billion, maybe two.

More than half of Ken-
yans would immediately 
move to another country 
if they could, a 2017 sur-
vey by the U.S.-based Pew 
Research Centre discov-
ered. More than a third of 
Nigerians, Ghanaians and 

Senegalese are actually 
planning to emigrate in the 
next five years, according 
to the same survey. (Good 
luck with that!)

Even a third of Chinese 
millionaires would like 
to emigrate (half if you 
include moving to Hong 
Kong as emigration). And 
all this is before climate 
change kicks the numbers 
into the stratosphere.

The chief impact of 
global warming on human 
beings is going to be on the 
food supply, which will fall 
as the temperature rises. 
And the food shortages will 
not affect everybody equal-
ly: the supply will hold up 
in the temperate zone (the 
rich countries), but it will 
plummet in the tropical 
and sub-tropical countries 
where 70 per cent of the 

world’s people live. They 
will be desperate, and they 
will start to move.

That’s when the pressure 
of migration will really take 
off, and the rich countries 
are simply not going to let 
the climate refugees in. 
Not only would it stress 
their food supply too, but 
the numbers seeking to get 
in would be so large – two 
or three times the resident 
population – that it would 
utterly transform the coun-
try’s character. So the bor-
ders will slam shut.

It’s a myth that you 
cannot close borders. You 
can, if you’re willing to kill 
people. (Think of the Iron 
Curtain, which success-
fully divided all of Europe 
for 40 years.) And the rich 
countries will, in the end, 
be willing to kill people.
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: www.observerxtra.com/score

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

A study from the University of Montreal, presented at 
the Chemistry and Biological Effects of Maple Food 
Products symposium in Orlando, reported the effects 
of drinking beverages containing maple water or syrup 
on their capacity to provide energy during prolonged 
exercise. Results showed that maple water or syrup, 
with an equivalent carbohydrate content found in 
commercial sports drinks (60 g/L), can readily be used 
as a source of energy during endurance exercise.

The federal government recently launched a parlia-
mentary sub-committee focused on studying sport-re-
lated concussions. These additional measures are 
adding significant financial pressures on our country’s 
sports organizations, so the recent budget proposes 
$30 million over five years to enable Canadian sports 
organizations to promote accessible, ethical, equita-
ble and safe sports. 

SAPPING ENERGY BUDGET PRESSURES

… and be sure to come and 
see the “FLIPPIN’ PHYSIOS” 
at 10am at the Pancake 

Flipping contest!

SOS Physiotherapy Elmira 
is a proud sponsor of the 
Elmira Maple Syrup Festival.

Join us at our location behind the Clock Tower for 
refreshments, use the washroom, or just to WARM UP!
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A Wellesley player bowls over a Peach King during last Wednesday's home game. The match was a real nail-biter, with 
the Jacks ultimately falling 4-3 in overtime.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Game six loss in Wellesley sealed the team’s fate, as Grimsby moves on to PJHL semis

Jacks fall in Schmaltz 
Cup quarter-finals

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

It’s been a dizzying season 
for the Wellesley Apple-
jacks, but the ride is now 
over. After climbing to new 
heights this year, claiming 
the top spot in the PJHL’s 
South Doherty Division, 
the team advanced to the 
Junior C league quarter-fi-
nals for the first time in 
franchise history. Ahead 
was the coveted Junior C 
trophy, the Schmalz Cup.

However, the Applejacks’ 
winning ways were finally 
dashed by their challeng-
ers, the Grimsby Peach 
Kings, in game six of the 
best-of-seven series.

Playing in three games 
this week, the Applejacks 
put up a fight, securing a 
win in game five but ulti-
mately couldn’t best the 
Peach Kings.

Wellesley was already 
in a tight spot as they 
headed into the week’s 
games. Meeting for their 
fourth match of the series 
on home ice March 27, the 
Jacks were already down 
2-1 to Grimsby. The two 
teams proved to be excep-
tionally close throughout 
the series, with a third of 
their games being settled 
in overtime, and the Jacks 
holding the Kings to a one-
point difference in most 
games.

However, the Peach 
Kings edged out the home 
team in a tight 4-3 decision 
settled in overtime, on 
March 27. The Jacks would 
rally on Friday in game five JACKS | 11

JUNIOR C HOCKEY

L ately, and because 
this seems to be 
the winter that will 

never end, I have taken to 
reading books on bush-
craft and outdoors sur-
vival – just in case my day 
job goes real bad. I have 
learned many interesting 
things, too.  

Mostly, that every sur-
vival technique worth 
knowing about was some-
thing we all did routinely 
as kids – predominantly 
because we were bored. 
For instance, every im-
provised outdoor shelter 
they show in one book I’m 
reading – from lean-tos 
and tepees to debris huts 
– falls under the category 
of what we used to call 
“building a fort.”

This is something every 
kid in my day could have 
earned an architectural 
degree for – and, if we 
weren’t building forts, 
we were making shelters 
in snow banks, uprooted 
trees, piles of leaves,  hol-
low logs, culverts  or un-
der the low hanging bows 
of evergreens. The point 
is a kid knows how to stay 
warm and dry when they 
want to. 

Also, what kid hasn’t 
started a fire with a mag-
nifying glass, become 
deadly with a slingshot, 
made a bow and arrow, 
thrown a few spears, built 
a raft, caught snakes and 
frogs, found edible berries 
or cut his own fishing pole 
from a sapling? And don’t 
even get me started about 
collecting worms. 

In fact, all the tech-
niques that the experts 

Child’s play 
is the real key 

to survival

are trying to convey in the 
book I am currently read-
ing makes me think the 
author is either currently 
in grade school or has a 
couple of 9-year-old kids 
as consultants. 

As for who is better at 
finding food, I would put 
a hungry 13-year-old up 
against any survival ex-
pert in the world. In fact, 
I’d bet that if a pair of 
10-year-old girls were lost 
deep in the wilderness, 
when the rescuers found 
them, they’d have to buy 
homemade lemonade and 
cookies from their stand 
before they left.

Heck, if my childhood 
is any indication at all, 
most kids typically have a 
week’s worth of old candy 
in their pockets at any 
given time – and at least a 
day or two in their hair.

The only real difference 
is the terminology. When 
adults eat edible grubs, 
they refer to it eating 
much-needed protein. 
Kids simply call it “win-
ning a dare.”

There also seems to be a 
segment of adults who go 
on “bushcraft weekends,” 
which kids in my day used 
to refer to as “tell your 
mom you are sleeping 
over at my place and I’ll 
tell my mom I’m sleeping 

GALEA | 11

of the series with a 2-1 OT 
victory in Grimsby.

Now on the shorter side 
of a 3-2 record, the Jacks 
were just a loss away from 
elimination as they head-
ed into game six at the 
Wellesley arena. Playing to 
a packed audience at Sun-
day’s matinee, the Jacks 
kept it a one-point game 
until the final three min-
utes of the match before 
falling 3-0 to the visitors, 

putting a definitive end to 
the team’s season.

The Sunday match 
proved to be anyone’s 
game, as both teams strug-
gled to put markers up on 
the board throughout the 
60 minutes. The first frame 
ended scoreless for both 
teams, while the second 
saw just a single dinger: 
coming off the stick of 
Peach Kings’ Maxim Ljubo-
ja, the goal would ultimate-

ly prove to be the game 
winner.

While the scoreboards 
were light on action, the 
penalty box was anything 
but as both teams put in 
their all to secure the win. 
Wellesley was slapped with 
a head-contact infraction 
in the first six minutes of 
play, while also getting hit 
with some spearing and 
cross-checking.

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN
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Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Grainger
Professional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

Call us for a 
FREE quotation 

and legal review of 
your transactions!

BE READY FOR 
THE SPRING 

REAL ESTATE 
MARKET! 

A Grimsby Peach King gets scrappy with the Wellesley’s Read 
MacInnes.   [VERONICA REINER /THE OBSERVER]

over at yours.” 
During these weekends, 

the adults build forts – I 
mean shelters – practice 
primitive ways to built a 
fire – and then use a light-
er when no one is looking. 
They assess their sur-
roundings for immediate 
threats too. (Also known 
as other adults who will 
make fun of them.)

Attitude is discussed 
in great length in these 
books as well. The main 
message is that you have 
to have a positive attitude 
and believe this survival 

situation will end with 
you making it home. A 
kid’s attitude is a little 
different. They think, you 
have to have a positive 
attitude and believe this 
survival situation will not 
end so you don’t have to 
go home.

What’s most interesting, 
however, is how similar 
the adult bushcrafter and 
the average kid is. The 
adults would know this 
is they remembered their 
childhood and the kids 
would too, if they stopped 
having fun and read these 
books. 

 � GALEA: Survival advice is nothing 
that most kids don't already know

FROM 10

The Peach Kings didn’t 
hold back either, earning 
a head contact, several 
boarding, hooking, rough-
ing and tripping infrac-
tions of their own. By the 
end of the game, both 
teams had accumulated a 
total of nine man-advan-
tages each, though fol-
lowed through on none.

The scoreboard would 
remain virtually frozen in 
place until the dying min-
utes of the third. With the 
Jacks pushing the offen-
sive to knot the game, the 
Peach Kings would manage 

to score a second time at 
17:34, just two-and-a-half 
minutes from the end of 
the game.

A final empty-netter 
would seal the Jacks’ fate, 
ending the game, and the 
Wellesley Applejacks’ sea-
son with it.

With the Jacks down for 
the count, the Grimsby 
Peach Kings will be ad-
vancing to the Schmalz 
Cup semi-finals to face the 
Exeter Hawks. The Napa-
nee Raiders, meanwhile, 
will be set to face the Allis-
ton Hornets in semi-finals 
of the series.

 � JACKS: Playoff run broke new ground for Wellesley as a member of the 
Provincial Junior Hockey League, something to build on next season

FROM 10

SLEDGE HOCKEY

Keith and Sandy Metzger were thrilled to present Harold Chamberlain with the 2019 Founders Award at the Woolwich Thrashers’ year-end 
party.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Longtime volunteer with the Thrashers receives founders’ award at season wrap-up

Harold Chamberlain feted for his 
dedication to Woolwich sledge hockey 

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Harold Chamberlain is the 
recipient of the 2019 Keith 
& Sandy Metzger Founders 
Award for his tireless ded-
ication to the Woolwich 
sledge hockey team.

He received the honour 
at the year-end party last 
weekend. Chamberlain, 
who has been involved 
with the organization 
for the past eight years, 
said he was pleasantly 
shocked.

“I was actually kind of 
surprised,” said Cham-
berlain. “But it feels good. 
I knew they were going 
to present the award to 
someone, but I didn’t 
think too much about it. 
So it took me by surprise.”

The award is a new ven-

ture for the organization, 
started in 2018 by Drew 
Bomhof, a volunteer with 
the Woolwich Thrashers. 
Last year, it was given to 
the founders, Keith and 
Sandy Metzger. Sandy 
said that she was happy 
to hand off the award to 
Chamberlain.

“He’s always there. He’s 
always at every fundrais-
er, social event – he’s the 
go-to guy for everything. 
You need something, you 
ask Harold,” said Sandy. 
“He spends a lot of time 
working on equipment; 
he spends a lot of time 
working on fundraisers – 
everything you need, he’s 
the guy.”

The official motto of the 
award recipient require-
ment is: “Outstanding 
dedication to Woolwich 

Sledge Hockey with a large 
impact on the organiza-
tion's well being, without 
reward or recognition, so 
others may succeed.”

“He just quietly goes 
about and does stuff for 
everybody else,” said 
Sandy. “It’s never about 
what’s in it for him, and 
that’s exactly what the 
award is about. So it was 
just a great fit.”

Chamberlain got in-
volved with the Thrashers 
after enrolling his son, 
Jesse, who has cerebral 
palsy. Jesse loved his time 
there, which inspired 
Chamberlain to join his 
other son and Jesse’s twin 
brother. He has been dedi-
cating his time to the orga-
nization ever since. 

He is on the board of 
directors, helps out on the 

ice every Saturday, and 
looks after the equipment 
along with Keith Metzger.

“Been a great season. I 
work with a lot of the par-
ents getting everything set 
up – if they have any is-
sues, they talk to Keith or 
me, and then we’ll decide 
what we’re going to do,” 
said Chamberlain. “Great 
team spirit, it’s just like 
another family, a sledge 
hockey family.”

As it was presented at 
the season’s year-end par-
ty, the regular hockey sea-
son has wrapped up, but 
there are still upcoming 
tournaments to look for-
ward to. Their next tour-
nament is in Ottawa this 
month, as well as the 2019 
Canadian Sledge Hockey 
Championships May 10-12 
at the WMC in Elmira.

$9.99
EMMENTAL

PORK CHOPS

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - NOON

Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

/lb

/lb
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Reg.$10.69/lb

Reg.$6.75 /lb

Reg.$3.69 /lb

BONELESS

TURKEY BACON

/lb
$5.99 Reg.$7.49 /lbKIELBOSSA CHABI

SWISS CHEESE

$2.99
/lb
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LOCALLY 
OWNED & OPERATED ELMIRA CANADIAN TIRE  325 ARTHUR ST. S., ELMIRA  •  519-669-2727

SPRING POTHOLE PACKAGE SPECIAL
DEAL ENDS MAY 6TH, 2019

PURCHASE & INSTALL YOUR TIRES AT CANADA’S 
GARAGE & RECEIVE A FREE VEHICLE INSPECTION

ONLY $13999

OIL CHANGE*• WHEEL ALIGNMENT

BATTERY TEST • AIR FILTER CHECK

CABIN FILTER CHECK • TIRE PRESSURE CHECK

UNDER-THE-HOOD CHECK • AND MUCH MORE

*Conventional Oil & Most Cars

The Best Price 
Guarantee When 

you purchase, 
install & balance 

tires at
Canadian Tire*
*See instore for 

details

WE WILL CHECK
•Battery Health

•Air Filter
•Cabin Filter

•Tire Pressure
•Under the Hood Fluid

•And much more

SPECIAL OFFER • Take 12 months to pay when you spend $200-499.99, Take 24 months to pay when you spend $500 or more. • No Fee – No Interest Financing

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS! APPOINTMENTS ARE RECOMMENDED, BUT NOT NECESSARY.

SAVE ANADDITIONAL
YOUR SEASONAL TIRE 

CHANGE IF COMPLETED 
AT THE SAME TIME.

10% OFF

MINOR HOCKEY

The Twin Centre Stars were the midget CC OMHA champions. Players are Blair Bender, Curtis Butler, Joshua Carere, Noah Gilchrist, Blair Gowing, Peter Holmes, Cameron Hoy, Alexander Kaufman, Jack 
Koebel, Josh Monk, Tyler Munro, Austin Stemmler, Jonathan Gervais, Colton Tucker, Tyler Zyta, Austin Roth and Caleb Wellman. Coaching staff are Tom Carere, Brock Gerber, Sheldon Gilchrist, Brandon 
Bisch and manager/trainer Jeff Kaufman. [SUBMITTED]

The team that almost wasn’t storms back to take the title following eventful Ontario Minor Hockey Association series

Twin Centre Stars crowned Midget CC Ontario champions

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Wellesley Township hockey 
fans had plenty to celebrate 
as the local Twin Centre 
Stars midget team were 
crowned the Ontario Mi-
nor Hockey Association 
(OMHA) champions. 

Locked in a fierce series 
against the Highland Storm 
of Haliburton in the final 
leg of the Midget CC divi-
sion, the boys of Wellesley 
narrowly managed to re-
cover from a three-game 
deficit to take the series, 
and the championship title.

The win was a substan-
tial accomplishment for the 
young team, which began 
its season without enough 
players to ice a full roster. 
The team would have fold-
ed outright had it not been 
for the efforts of parents 
and members of the Twin 
Centre community.

“In August, there weren’t 
enough boys to have a rep 
team,” explained head 
coach Tom Carere. “There 
weren’t  enough players 
that wanted to try out for 
a rep team. So there were 
some other parents and 
some people that were 
generating some interest, 
sending out emails, trying 
to keep it going.

“Eventually, we were 
able to get a team, a full 

roster.”
It took six games be-

tween the Twin Centre 
Stars and Storm for the 
winner to be decided, 
with the final champion-
ship-winning game being 
held in Haliburton on Sun-
day.

The series began on a 
troubling note as the Twin 
Centre Stars lost their first 
two matches to Halibur-
ton, by 1-0 on March 16 
at home, and then 2-1 the 
following day on the road. 
A total of six points, or 

Third Wellesley ball diamond to get new lighting this year
BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

A third ball diamond in 
Wellesley will be getting 
new lighting much sooner 
than expected this year in 
light of new information 
that getting all three fin-
ished would qualify the 
township for a discount. 

Previously, council ap-
proved the installation of 
new light fixtures at the 

St. Clements west and east 
ball diamonds, while leav-
ing the third, the Welles-
ley lower diamond, in the 
dark due to the possibility 
of a budget overrun.

“In reaching out to 
the contractor that was 
awarded the project for 
the two ball diamonds in 
St. Clements, he indicat-
ed that he could give us 
a $10,000 reduction on 
the project if we were to 

three wins, was needed to 
decide the winner, putting 
the Stars just one more loss 
away from finishing the 
season in second place.

But rather than win or 
lose at their third meeting 
(March 23), the boys in-
stead drew the middle lane 
– tying the game 3-3. That 
left the Highland Storms 
with five points – just one 
short of the needed six to 
clinch the victory.

“We felt the first two 
games were really close,” 
said Carere. “We lost by one 

goal in both games, and we 
felt that those games could 
have gone either way, and 
we could have won those 
games. So we still had con-
fidence, we still thought 
‘OK we're in this. We can 
beat this team.’”

Three games into the 
series, the Stars were down 
five points to one, but it 
was at this point that the 
team rallied.

 “I think we had the 
psychological edge at that 
point, and we were relent-
less and kept at them,” said 

Carere. “The kids played 
hard, we were able to ad-
just.”

The next three games 
saw the Stars put up win 
after win, starting March 
24 with a 4-1 landslide. The 
momentum now on their 
side, the Stars went on to 
pick up another 2-0 win on 
Saturday this week, before 
taking the game to Halibur-
ton on Sunday, where they 
pulled through with a 2-1 
victory.

“Some people refer to 
that as a reverse sweep,” 

said Carere with a laugh.
With the final win on 

Sunday, the Wellesley 
Township team finished 
the series with a 7-5 point 
difference, making them 
the OMHA provincial 
champions of the Midget 
CC division.

“It's amazing. Obviously, 
it's on a bucket list for the 
kids to win a champion-
ship,” said the coach. “I 
know it was on my son 
Josh's bucket list: he want-
ed to win OMHA champi-
onship. So that's fantastic.”

complete all three dia-
monds this year,” director 
of recreation Danny Roth 
told councillors meeting 
Tuesday night.

The project was award-
ed to Huron County-based 
Clark Multi-Trade Con-
tractors Inc., the lowest 
of five tenders. The com-
pany will need eight to 
10 weeks to complete the 
project. 

While all of five bids ex-

ceeded the pre-approved 
budget number, Clarke 
Multi-Trade offered the 
lowest price at $97,000 
per ball diamond. Howev-
er, the discount would not 
apply if only two out of 
three ball diamond lights 
were replaced.

“He has stated to me 
that we will not receive 
the reduction if we just 
do the two diamonds 
this year,” said Roth. “He 

would receive a discount 
from his supplier on doing 
all three diamonds.

“Although he could not 
indicate to me exactly 
what the price would be 
in 2020, he did say ‘count 
on at least a 20 per cent 
increase next year.’”

The cost of the Welles-
ley lower diamond lights 
would be around $87,000, 
which would exceed the 
budgeted amount by 

$21,221.82, and would be 
funded from the recre-
ation facilities reserve 
fund. The recreation 
services board informed 
township staff that while 
they are reluctant to use 
the funds, the recent fed-
eral and provincial grants 
could be used to replen-
ish the reserve. With this 
week’s decision, the fund 
now has a balance of 
$222,232.74.
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: observerxtra.com/enterprise

8012 8th Line.RR #2 Drayton, ON | 519-638-5462

General Contracting 
Residential
Commercial

Agricultural
New Buildings

Renovations
www.stirtonconstruction.ca 45 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519.669.5484

OUR POLICY — YOUR PROTECTION SINCE 1927

HOME | AUTO | FARM | LIABILITY | COMMERCIAL

elmirains@bellnet.ca

Dr. Rebecca 
Cannon B.A., N.D.

69 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  |  519-669-2405

DOCTOR OF NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE

Quality Care for All Ages 
& All Health Conditions

INCLUDING: Hair Analysis
Hormone Testing • Allergy Testing

www.elmiranaturopath.com

A group of local women have come together to form 
the Waterloo Region based chapter of the Women 
in Communications and Technology (WCT) national 
organization. The kick-off event, set for Apr. 24 at 
the Perimeter Institute, features Dr. Donna Strickland, 
Canadian optical physicist and pioneer in the field of 
pulsed lasers and professor at the University of Wa-
terloo, who will share her personal journey from her 
early career to receiving the Nobel Prize in Physics. 

www.wct-fct.com

As the Tax Day deadline approaches, a survey 
suggests some employees are prioritizing personal 
income tax preparation over work responsibilities. 
Twenty-nine per cent of workers surveyed said it's 
common for employees at their firms to prepare their 
taxes during business hours, with 38% of respondents 
indicating employees used company equipment and 
resources to complete paperwork.

WOMEN IN TECH A TAXING JOB

A nyone who either 
has or wants chil-
dren or grandchil-

dren should be rocked by 
the eye-popping govern-
ment study that surfaced 
this week claiming both 
past and future warming 
in Canada is, on average, 
about double the magni-
tude of global warming. 

AT THE CORE OF THE ISSUE

The Elmira BIA, spearheading a new improvement plan for the downtown core, is seeking public input. Pictured are board members Jonathon Clay, Jim Henwood, 
Christine Aberle, Steve Pond and Dana Costello. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

BIA seeking public input as it develops a plan for the future of the core, from beautification to façade improvements

Plotting a new course for Elmira

A look at climate change from just outside the rainforest

ROBERTS | 19

Worse is that Northern 
Canada has warmed – and 
will continue to warm – at 
even more than double the 
global rate. 

The study, called Cana-
da’s Changing Climate Re-
port, was commissioned by 
Environment and Climate 
Change Canada. It says hu-
man activities and natural 

variations in the climate 
have contributed to the ob-

served warming in Canada. 
But, it adds, the “human 
factor” is dominant. 

“It is likely that more 
than half of the observed 
warming in Canada is due 
to the influence of human 
activities,” it says.  

It goes on to say Canada’s 
climate will warm further, 
with warming projected in 

all seasons. Warming glob-
ally and for Canada will be 
similar under all plausible 
emission pathways over 
the next two decades, but 
if we take action, after two 
decades, it could start to 
turn around.

Now begins the search 
for deniers (easy to find), 
solutions (much harder to 

find) and guilty parties. 
Often, guilt is connected 

to those who destroy the 
tropical rainforest, par-
ticularly in the Amazon, 
the so-called lungs of the 
earth. Indeed, studies have 
long indicated this is a 
huge problem, and with 
climate change finally 

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Flush with new funding 
from the Region of Wa-
terloo, and from a levy 
increase on member busi-
nesses as well, the Elmira 
Business Improvement 
Area (BIA) is looking to take 
a more directed approach 
to improving the town’s 
downtown core. 

The BIA, which includes 
some 100 downtown mem-
bers, is developing a new 
plan that they hope will 
direct future beautification 
efforts and visual improve-
ments made to the core, 
as well as the businesses 
within.

Everything from the look 
and placement of benches 
and bicycle racks to the 
types of financial incen-
tives available for store-
front improvements is on 
the table, and the BIA exec-
utive is asking businesses 
and community members 
to help determine the kind 
of downtown they would 
like to see.

“We’re trying to start 
things and get things 
moving in the right direc-
tion, create a plan that is 
detailed, that [is strategic], ELMIRA BIA | 14

that uses the community 
and the business members 
as a knowledge base to cre-
ate something,” said BIA 
chair Jonathon Clay, who 
runs SOS Physiotherapy in 
Elmira.

The BIA are holding a 
second public consultation 
next week on the plan, the 
Elmira BIA: Improving 
the Public Realm, which is 
being developed by the Fer-

gus-based design and plan-
ning firm Stempski Kelly 
Associates Inc. (SKA).

“I think the big goal is to 
create something that the 
township, that council can 
sink its teeth into as well 
and go ‘this is a worthwhile 
investment for our down-
town,’ said Clay. “We’re 
20 minutes from Kitchen-
er-Waterloo, and I think as 
a board, as a community, 

business members that 
have come to meetings just 
feel that we should be bet-
ter than we are.”

The plan would essen-
tially help create a more 
unified look and style for 
Elmira’s core, with the ul-
timate goal of making the 
town friendlier and more 
inviting to visit. 

“In the beginning stages, 
it will be some mild beauti-

fication things that the BIA 
can use their money for,” he 
explained. “Call it flower-
pots, or receptacles or bike 
racks – the things that we 
sort of kicked around doing 
but haven’t really known 
what to do for ages. But I 
think that’s the small pota-
toes portion of it.”

The longer-term would 
see the adoption of a façade 
improvement program, 

where the BIA would offer 
financial incentives to busi-
nesses looking to improve 
the appearance of their 
buildings’ exteriors. To be 
eligible for the grant, the 
improvements would have 
to follow a “style guide” 
that would be created as 
part of the BIA plan.

“The plan at the end will 
have some sort of style 
guidelines: colours, types 
of frontages for businesses, 
etc. But it’s up to the busi-
ness owner that is invest-
ing in their own building, 
which, with BIA funds, they 
can potentially use to offset 
that cost,” explained Clay.

The creation of the plan 
has received some support 
from business-owners 
in the Elmira core, such 
as from Kitchen Kutting 
co-owner Elmeda Weber.

“I think it’s a very good 
idea, revitalizing the down-
town core and hopefully 
getting some good store-
fronts in the downtown El-
mira,” said Weber. “And it’ll 
be good for shopping and 
for future customers just to 
see the downtown, and see 
what there is to offer.”

The creation of the El-
mira BIA: Improving the 

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
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It’s not just a great hearing aid. 
It’s an All-in-One Hearing Experience.

Open House Event | April 22 to 27th, 2019*

69 Arthur Street South, Elmira, Ontario 

22 to 27th, 2019*

A new all-in-one solution that improves your hearing in 
everyday life and even in the noisiest environments.

              “Thanks to my Marvel    

              hearing aids, I can hear   

              conversation even when the

              music’s playing.”    

   “Let’s crank up the tunes then!”   

Phonak Audéo™ Marvel
Love at first sound

trial.

During our Open House Event, you’ll receive:
· Free hearing screening
· Free demonstration of the new Phonak Audéo Marvel
· Free No-Obligation Trial Evaluation 
· Exclusive Special Event Offers

Juliane Shantz
Doctor of Audiology

Call 519.669.4425 to book your appointment. 

*This offer is only available during the event dates, April 22 to 27th. 

Please Join Us
As We Celebrate
43 Years Of  Service
Building Healthy Communities

ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING

Wednesday April 10, 2019,  7:00 p.m.
65 Memorial Ave, Elmira

Woolwich Counselling Centre

RSVP: info@woolwichcounselling.org

Public Realm is a larger 
than usual undertaking 
for the BIA, which last 
year received approval 
from Woolwich council to 
increase levies for the first 
time since 1988. The BIA 
is funded by a special levy 
placed on those businesses 
in the catchment area of 
the BIA.

The approval essentially 
saw levies double on aver-
age for Elmira businesses, 
bringing the BIA’s total 
budget up to $50,000 from 
the previous $30,000. 
With the larger budget, 

and larger cost to the busi-
ness-owners in the core, 
comes a greater expectation 
of the BIA’s role in shaping 
Elmira.

Clay admits the levy in-
crease was not well received 
by some in the core, while 
the BIA has often struggled 
to garner support from the 
businesses it represents.

“I won’t mince words, I 
was a little concerned re-
garding the apathy of our 
membership and the busi-
ness community in general. 
With just their involvement 
in wanting to do things. 
And it’s partly our fault,” 

said Clay.
“I think the BIA has had 

its struggle with what to 
do and how to do it, and 
so now we’re going to try 
and put that behind us and 
try and work with as much 
of the membership as will 
come out and give us a 
hand and give us input.”

Those interested in lend-
ing their input can do so at 
a public meeting being held 
next week, April 11, at the 
Elmira Library. The meet-
ing runs twice during the 
day, in the afternoon from 
2:30-4 p.m. and again in the 
evening 6:30-8 p.m.

 ELMIRA BIA: Making a push to improve the core area
FROM 13

Supporters of the BIA’s new initiative include the owners of Elmira’s Kitchen Kuttings and Kitchen Kuttings Café. BIA 
chair Jonathon Clay stands outside the new café with co-owners Lydia Weber, Nancy Shantz, Elmeda Weber and café 
co-owner Shirley Martin. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Is your well water 
safe to drink?

Test regularly 
to be sure.

You should:
• Test for bacteria three times 

per year. It’s free!
• Test for nitrates and 

fluorides once a year, 
for a small fee.

For more information, 
water bottle pick-up 
and drop-off locations 
and schedules, visit 
our website. 

Questions about your 
drinking water? Call us.

Protect your health. Test your well water. 
519-575-4400 (TTY 519-575-4608)
www.regionofwaterloo.ca/privatewellwater

You can 
sign up for 
an email 
reminder 

too!

(0
3/

19
)
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Living the sweet lifE
I t’s been years since 

Albert Martin has 
had to worry about 

the springtime maple 
harvest, but that hasn’t 
stopped him from getting 
involved. Hanging a drill 
bit over his tool belt, the 
veteran maple farmer still 
enjoys heading out to the 
sugar bushes to tap the 
trees.

“It’s something a little 

bit indescribable,” says 
Martin. “It’s just that joy 
to go out. ‘Oh, are the 
trees done? Have you 
tapped already or no?’ 
when you ask somebody 
else.”

Martin sold his farm 
some 20 years ago, but 
continues to take part 
in the yearly tree tap-
pings that come with 
the arrival of spring. 

When the weather hits a 
steady rhythm of thaw-
ing during the daytime 
hours and freezing at 
night, and the sap starts 
to flow, it’s a sure sign 
that spring is here.

“It’s the first crop of 
the year in the spring,” 
says Martin of the sig-
nificance of the maple 
syrup season. “Of course, 
you’re always anxious to 

get out and start tapping, 
and you’re always glad 
when it’s done, depend-
ing on how the season 
is.”

When not out in the 
sugar bushes, Martin can 
be found at the St. Jacobs 
Maple Museum, where 
he educates visitors on 
the local history of ma-
ple syrup. The museum 
boasts a collection of ma-

ple implements ranging 
from Indigenous tools to 
more modern inventions 
like the evaporator. Mar-
tin has been involved 
with the museum since 
it first began in 1985, and 
continued to support the 
project after it moved to 
its current location at the 
St. Jacobs mill on King 
Street.

For Martin, maple pro-

duction is as much a call-
ing as it is a profession.

It’s that love and ded-
ication to the industry 
that have made both 
Albert and his wife Ruby 
celebrities amongst 
fellow producers. The 
couples’ names were im-
mortalized by the Water-
loo-Wellington local of 
the Ontario Maple 

Accreditation Accreditation 
Number: 38988Number: 38988

With maple syrup fl owing in his veins,Albert Martin has plenty to keep him busy

Albert and Ruby Martin with the award 
named in their honour.  [FAISAL ALI]

SYRUP | 17
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66%
MINIMUM SUGAR CONTENT
needed to be labelled Maple Syrup

20-50X
THE VOLUME OF PURE SAP
NEEDED TO PRODUCE FINISHED SYRUP

To produce syrup, maple sap is boiled down to remove excess 
moisture. The temperature of boiling syrup is usually kept at 
4.10C over the boiling point of water and must be adjusted as 
conditions change during the day.

$487 MILLION
CANADA'S MAPLE SYRUP EXPORT VALUE
In 2016, Canada sold 73 million kg of syrup to the world – 90% from Quebec. 

80%
OF THE WORLD'S MAPLE SYRUP
COMES FROM CANADA

MAPLE SYRUP
SWEET

ALL YOU WANTED TO KNOW

3
NUMBER OF 
TREE SPECIES 
THAT ALMOST 
ALL MAPLE 
SYRUP SAP 
COMES FROM

SUGAR MAPLE
(ACER SACCHARUM)
BLACK MAPLE
(A. NIGRUM)
RED MAPLE
(A. RUBRUM)

70%
OF THE WORLD'S MAPLE SYRUP

COMES FROM QUEBEC

1X

20X

50X
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Grade A Maple Syrup in Canada is sorted into four distinct types:

*Data sourced from Wikipedia. To learn more visit: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maple_syrup

GGrade A Maple Syrup in Canada is sorted into four distinct types:

Not all maple syrup is the same.

Golden
Colour

Delicate Taste

Amber
Colour

Rich Taste

Dark
Colour

Robust Taste

Very Dark
Colour

Strong Taste

Where it all
comes from
Almost all of the world's 
maple syrup production 
occurs in North America.
The maple syrup production 
region stretches from the east 
coast to the central United States. 
In Canada, the bulk of production 
occurs in the province of Quebec.

Not all maple syrup is the same.Not all maple syrup is the same.Not all maple syrup is the same.Not all maple syrup is the same.

35-50L
THE AMOUNT OF SAP A TREE 
WILL PRODUCE IN A SEASON
Each individual tree produces enough sap
to make roughly 1-2 litres of maple syrup.
Sap production is highly dependent on 
weather conditions, with the season normally 
lasting between 4 - 8 weeks. Maples are 
normally tapped between the age of 30-40 
years, and tapped sap represents about 7%
of the tree's total production.

20-50X

MAPLE SYRUP
Syrup Producers Associ-
ation (OMSPA) with the 
Albert and Ruby Martin 
Award, which each year 
goes out to a member of 
the local that best exem-
plifies the local maple 
advocates’ spirit.

This year, the award 
was given out to Dray-
ton producer Edgar 
Gingrich, who for years 
has held a booth at the 
St. Jacobs Farmers’ Mar-
ket, serving almost an 
ambassador for Water-
loo-Wellington maple.

“He’s our frontline 
guy, when all the tour-
ists come in,” said Terry 
Hoover, president of the 
local producers’ associa-
tion, who helped create 
the award. “You can 
think of the millions of 
tourists that go though 
there in a year, and he’s 
there educating them 
on maple syrup. So we 
just thought that right 
off the bat was enough 
to win the award.”

With the Elmira Maple 
Syrup Festival coming 
up this Saturday, the 
Albert and Martin Ruby 
Award is a yearly remind-
er of the vitality of the 
local maple industry, and 
the people that help put 
the industry on the map.

In the past two weeks, 
the warming weather 
has seen large sap runs 
in the Waterloo-Welling-

ton and Niagara regions, 
according to Todd Leuty 
of the Ontario Ministry 
of Agriculture – mean-
ing there will be plenty 
of syrup at the table 
come this Saturday. Sap 
producers were busy 
boiling away as the sea-
son is expected to soon 
draw to a close.

“They're still boiling 
and still collecting fresh 
sap. That will continue 
till Friday at least. But 
temperatures after that, 
as soon as the night 
time temperatures don't 
freeze anymore, there 
won't be any more sap,” 
said Leuty. “So we'll 
see the end of the sap 
collection season by Fri-
day of this week in the 
Waterloo area. But that's 
OK, because we're also 

getting good reports of 
quite a good season as 
far as the yield of syrup 
goes.

“I think there'll be a 
lot of content but tired 
producers this year,” he 
added.

With the taps flow-
ing and the sap being 
boiled, we’re in the 
midst of what looks like 
a good season for maple 
producers. And help-
ing to keep those trees 
producing is the likes of 
Martin, tapping one tree 
at a time.

“There’s an old slogan 
about syrup producers,” 
says Martin fondly. “They 
never die, they just evap-
orate. And it’s sort of in 
the blood and you can’t 
get away from it.”

 SYRUP: Every season finds him at the ready
FROM 15
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SPRING CAR
CARE FEATURECARE FEATURECARE FEATURE

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.

30 ORIOLE PARKWAY, ELMIRA
Open 8:00 am - 6:00 pm Monday - Friday

519.669.4400

We service all makes and models 
of cars, vans and trucks.

LET US CHECK YOUR TIRES AND GIVE
        YOUR VEHICLE A SPRING TUNE UP.

Summer Tire Changeovers & Sales • Complete Brake Service • Safety 
Certi�cates •  Annual Safety Inspections Shocks & Struts • Complete 
Suspension Repair • Computerized Engine Diagnostics • Tune Ups •

Computerized Wheel Balancing • Alignments Exhaust Service  • Cooling 
System & A/C Repair • Oil Changes

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER

autofleetservices.ca

1070 Industrial Cres., St. Clements

3533 Broadway St., Hawkesville

QUALITY SERVICE
Done right, on time…

519-699-9496
519-699-5252

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE INDUSTRIAL  ON THE FARM SERVICE

SPRING
IS HERE

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-323235 Howard Ave.  Elmira, ON

and it’s time 
to switch!

      Book your 
appointment 
today to remove 
your winter tires.

Your COMPLETE
Car Repair Centre!

Ron & Rose Martin

Visit us for

Car 

Ron & Rose Martin

No Drip Undercoating, 
Maintenance, 

Tires, Brakes & 
All General RepairsDouble R

Automotive
2316 Floradale Road

Floradale, ON N0B 1V0

519-669-8818

THURSDAY, APRIL 04, 2019

Call for availability 519-579-3320
Valid Until Apr 30/19

1420 Victoria St. N. Unit 7, Kitchener
with this coupon

One coupon per spray. Not valid in conjunction with other offers. www.houghtonrustcontrol.com

LESS DRIP OIL SPRAYING
$5 OFF (the advertised retail price) On Your Next Complete

$5.00 OFF
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CARCARCARCARCARCAR
CARECARECARECARECARECARE

michelin.ca
* Visit michelin.ca for details.  © 2019 MNA(C)I. All rights reserved. The “Michelin Man” is a registered 
trademark licensed by Michelin North America, Inc. (C16990-B - 02/19)

matters most

  

with the purchase of 4 new MICHELIN® passenger or light truck tires
FROM MARCH 20 TO MAY 15, 2019

MAIL-IN
REBATE*

$70
519-664-3412 
1370 King St N., St. Jacobs, On.  

thomantireservice.ca (1989) Ltd.

GET IT IN THE

There is no bigger audience.
Sell your ride to folks close home.

When you are
looking for a
local buyer ...

There is no bigger audience.There is no bigger audience.
Sell your ride to folks close home.

One more way The Observer 
connects our communities.

SELL IT IN THE CLASSIFIEDS.

Keeping You
Going...

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519-669-7652
21 Industrial Dr., Elmira

Division of  Martin’s Small Engines

We offer complete service on all:We offer complete service on all:

Cars,SUV’s, 
Light Duty Trucks

 ROBERTS: With rainforest under pressure, Brazil 
grapples with agriculture, development and environment

FROM 13

taking more of a place in 
our collective conscience 
– propelled by headlines 
like those generated by the 
new climate report – the 
microscope is increasingly 
focused on sources of the 
problem. 

Trying to better under-
stand the situation is one 
reason I’m here – in the 
southern interior of Brazil 
– on a learning opportunity 
called Exposure 4 Devel-
opment, sponsored by the 
International Federation 
of Agricultural Journalists. 
The program is designed 
to expose journalists first-
hand to situations in coun-
tries where development 
is an issue, to give them a 
chance to report stories in 
a balanced way.

The area I’m in is where 
the lion’s share of Brazil’s 
vast corn, sugar cane and 
soybean crops are grown. 
It’s too far south of the 
equator to be rainforest. In 
fact, even by plane, we are 
hours away from the rain-
forest. 

But this area still gets 

lots of rain and heat. Those 
are among the traits that 
make it great for growing 
crops – along with fertile 
soil, very little urban pres-
sure and decent infrastruc-
ture, such as roads. Like 
the breadbaskets of other 
countries –including our 
own, the Canadian prairies 
– it’s long been cleared for 
farmland.  

In Brazil, the search for 
new farmland saw farmers 
and developers from the 
south start pushing the 
boundaries to the north 
and clearing land that 
blended into the rainforest. 
First, wood was cut. Then 
pasture was developed 
on the land, and cattle 
brought in. That’s when 
agriculture became associ-
ated with the devastation. 

That was some 40 years 
ago. Even then, Brazil’s 
officialdom realized this 
was unpopular let alone 
unhealthy. In the mid-
1980s, a new government 
created laws to control 
development. But it was a 
superficial effort. The gov-
ernment was corrupt and 

the law was unenforced. 
Brazilian beef poured onto 
world markets that were 
hungry for cheap beef – 
and still are, as the cost of 
living keeps soaring. 

However, things may be 
changing. The new Bra-
zilian government under 
controversial president 
Jair Bolsonaro has reason 
to listen to the country’s 
critics on this matter – it’s 
a pro-development govern-
ment and has made noises 
about further opening up 
the north to rail, primarily. 

But it’s hearing the 
business community tell it 
unpopular climate-related 
activities could impact 
trade. Europe, for one, is 
having regular and serious 
debates about limiting 
trade with countries that 
blatantly disregard the en-
vironment. 

More next week on Bra-
zil’s efforts to try meeting 
its own economic needs 
through agricultural devel-
opment, while at the same 
time perhaps  letting us feel 
a little more hopeful about 
the global climate.

The Drayton Kinsmen hosted their 38th annual farm show on March 27 and 28 in the village, with some of the proceeds 
going to cystic fibrosis research.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

DRAYTON HOSTS FARM SHOW
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Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: observerxtra.com/showtime

Kevin Ramessar returns to The Registry Theatre for 
two concerts, April 12 & 13, exploring the music of 
storyteller James Taylor, as well as Sade, Joni, Spring-
steen, Cockburn, Lightfoot, and others. The concerts 
are in the vein of others he’s performed featuring the 
music of Paul Simon, The Beatles, Bruce Cockburn, 
Neil Young and Joni Mitchell.

Whether or not they are friends in real life, mercy is 
the last thing on their mind when fighting on stage. 
Winning the audience‘s heart is the only thing that 
counts. The brainchild of internationally acclaimed pi-
anists Andreas Kern and Paul Cibis, the PIANO BATTLE 
sees the duo go head-to-head on stage, charming and 
enchanting the audience with a variety of classical 
pieces. The show takes place Apr. 8, 7:30 p.m., at the 
Centre In The Square in Kitchener.

RAMESSAR RETURNS BATTLING PIANOS

Up to date news – and back issues.  

Take us with you wherever you go.

GET IT IN THEYour paper. Online.

observerxtra.com

A CHORUS OF MANY VOICES

Elmira's community choir group rehearses for several upcoming performances of Handel's Messiah at Woodside Bible Fellowship.   [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Community choir to perform Handel’s Messiah 
Mid-April timing of the three performances, charitable goals are in keeping with the original presentation of the oratorio in 1742

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Looking to repeat the char-
itable aspects of the first 
performance of Handel’s 
classic oratorio, a local 
community choir will 
perform Messiah at three 
upcoming concerts. 

Some 140 singers from 
in and around Woolwich 
have been practicing since 
January to prepare for the 
mid-April shows. The com-
munity choir is a brand-
new venture, with choir 
director Gordon Wright 
having been inspired by 
another group of singers in 
the area. 

“The churches in Elmira 
work together really well, 
and they do an annual con-
cert and carol sing every 
year,” said Wright. “So I was 
at that, and I heard these 
hundred or something peo-
ple singing together, and I 
thought ‘You know what? 
These guys could do Mes-
siah.’ So I threw the idea 
to the minister, and they 
said ‘Oh yeah. You need to 
do it.’”

The number of people 
who came out far sur-
passed Wright’s expecta-
tions – he predicted rough-
ly 70 interested singers, 
but twice that amount 
wanted to join. Wright said 
the group features a mix of 
both newcomers and expe-
rienced singers.

“When I asked the first 
practice who has experi-
ence, about half said ‘oh 
yes we’ve done this before.’ 
And half had never done 
it,” said Wright.

“There’s a really strong 
musical tradition in this 
area, for sure, and a lot of 

people have done it before, 
and that makes it great 
for people who have never 
done it. Because you sort of 
join in the stream and you 
find yourself singing along 
and you learn way quicker.”

The group practices ev-
ery Thursday in sessions 
that are a fun learning at-
mosphere above all.

“The big group – the 140 
– do the little bit easier, the 
more well-known songs,” 
said Wright. “And then they 
head out after an hour and 
then those that want to, 

maybe 40 or so, stay and 
work on the harder ones,” 
said Wright. “So that means 
everybody’s sort of doing it 
from their level, and I think 
enjoying it more.”

Woolwich Community 
Services, Hospice Waterloo, 
and Kitchener Sanctuary 
Refugee Health Centre are 
the three charities that the 
proceeds will go towards.

Handel’s Messiah is an 
English oratorio (large 
musical composition fea-
turing orchestra, choir and 
soloists) composed in 1741 

of Handel’s Messiah is 
approximately two-and-a-
half hours long. 

Performances are sched-
uled for April 12 at 7:30 
p.m. and April 13 at 3 p.m. 
and 7:30 p.m. at Woodside 
Church in Elmira. Anoth-
er performance will take 
place on April 14 at Flo-
radale Mennonite Church 
at 3 p.m. Tickets are $5 
and can be purchased 
from Living Waters Book-
store, Foodland, Woodside 
Church, and Floradale 
Mennonite Church.

by George Frideric Handel, 
with scriptural text from 
the King James Bible com-
piled by Charles Jennens.

The very first perfor-
mance of this Baroque-era 
three-part piece took place 
in Dublin in mid-April 
1742. Wright said that the 
choice of dates for the up-
coming concerts was inten-
tional: he wanted to reflect 
the spirit of the original. 

“Messiah has been 
strongly linked to charity. 
At its first performances, 
they supported three char-

ities,” said Wright. “And he 
actually literally got 120 
people out of debtor’s pris-
on. They just got in there 
because they couldn’t pay 
their debts and they found 
themselves in prison. And 
the first performance freed 
those 120 people from 
debtor’s prison and helped 
children through songs. So 
we wanted to kind of con-
tinue that by supporting 
three local charities.”

The group will perform 
some 15 choruses from the 
piece; the full performance 
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Notice of Special Council Meeting
Regarding Public Input on the
Regional Government Review

The Region of Waterloo will hold a Special Council Meeting to hear from 
members of the public on the Regional Government review.

Members of the public are encouraged to attend the meeting scheduled for:

Date: Wednesday, April 17, 2019
Time: 7:00 p.m.

Location: Regional Council Chambers, 2nd Floor
150 Frederick Street, Kitchener

Anyone wishing to register to speak at the meeting as a delegation can 
contact the Regional Clerk’s Office at 519-575-4400 before 4:30 p.m. on the 
Monday prior to the meeting or via email: regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca. 
Delegations will have a 5 minute time limit and can submit their written notes 
and materials to the Regional Clerk.

Members of the public are welcome to submit their comments to the 
Regional Clerk, without attending the meeting, via email: 
regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca or to the Province via the 
participation survey at: 
https://www.ontario.ca/form/survey-regional-government-review

Accessibility: This event is accessible for people with disabilities. 
Accessible parking is available. If you require assistance to attend or 
participate in this meeting, or to access information in alternate formats, 
please contact the Regional Clerk’s Office at 519-575-4400 at least five 
days prior to the meeting.

Under the “Municipal Act”, personal information such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location that may be included in a 
submission, becomes part of the public record. Questions regarding the 
collection of this information should be referred to the Regional Clerk’s 
Office.

Change in Council Meeting Time
Please be advised the Regular Council meeting for the Regional 
Municipality of Waterloo scheduled for Wednesday, April 17, 2019 will be 
starting earlier at a time to be determined between 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
in the Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, Regional Administration Building, 
150 Frederick Street, Kitchener.

For more information or to register as a delegation, please contact the 
Regional Clerk’s Office at 519-575-4400 or email 
regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca.

EDSS drama students rehearse a scene from A Grimm Night, which gets a special staging Sunday at the high school prior to a competition in Barrie. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Showtime is Sunday at 4 p.m. at the high school.

Grimm Night at EDSS as drama team launches regional competition fundraiser
FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

It will be a Grimm week-
end at the Elmira District 
Secondary School this 
weekend, and the public 
is invited as the drama 
team puts on a fundraising 
show of its award-winning 
production. Qualifying for 
the Ontario West drama 
competition in Barrie next 
week, the team will be 
raising funds for the jour-
ney with a Sunday show-
ing of A Grimm Night.

Based on the popular 
Brothers Grimm and their 
traditional fairy tales, 
the story sees the titular 
brothers waylaid in an 
inn during a storm, where 
their imaginative stories 
are brought to life by the 
inn patrons.

“This Sunday, April 7, we 
are doing a preview show 
matinee at 4 p.m. here 
at the school,” said dra-
ma department head DJ 
Carroll. “Tickets are $10. 
People can come, they get 
to see the show and we’re 
having a little reception 
after. It’s coffee, tea, a few 
snacks, and all the pro-
ceeds are going towards 
our show.”

The play saw the El-
mira team earn several 
awards at the district-level 
National Theatre Drama 
Festival in Waterloo Feb-
ruary, including the award 
of merit for acting for 
students Hadley Mustakas 

and Maddie McCormack, 
another award of merit for 
Phoebe Martin for props, 
and the school-wide Spirit 
of the Theatre award.

A Grimm Night earned 
the EDSS team a sure path 
to the regional level of the 
National Theatre Drama 
Festival, which will be 
held at the Bear Creek Sec-
ondary School in Barrie, 
from April 8 to 13.

Given that it’s a bit of a 
trek to Barrie, those not 
able to make it next week 
will have a chance to pre-
view the show much closer 
to home on Sunday, with 
all the proceeds from the 

showing going to support 
the team.

“There’s a couple pieces 
of equipment we still need 
to get, the travel costs, 
hotel stays – because we’re 
going up for a couple of 
days for the competition 
– and then we head out 
on April 11, and we’re in 
Barrie for three days,” 
said Carroll. “So not only 
to compete, but also to 
see shows, do workshops, 
meet kids from other parts 
of Ontario.”

Besides supporting the 
Elmira troupe, who will be 
vying for the provincials at 
the regional competitions, 
picking up a ticket for this 
weekend’s preview is a 
great way to spend a Sun-
day evening, says Carroll.

“We want as many peo-
ple to come out, not only 
to see the show because 
it’s won the awards for 
the district level, it’s won 
some amazing awards. 
These kids have put so 
much into it,” said Carroll.

Tickets may be pur-
chased in advance, or 
at the door which open 
about 45 minutes before 
show time.
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Classified Ads, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word) 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)

Classified Ad - Display Ads

Please call Donna for a quote.

Phone: 519-669-5790 Ext. 104

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
www.observerxtra.com/media-kit

100% LOCAL

HELP WANTED

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Production Worker / Night Loader 
This fulltime position will involve shift work week 
days (Monday to Friday) with an occasional 
Saturday shift. 

Qualifications and Skills The successful applicant 
will have

• Strong oral and written communication skills
• Able to drive and maneuver large trucks

on site
• Ability to develop effective work relation-

ships with co-workers, and
• Ability to represent the Company positively 

with customers.
At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

Benefits We offer a competitive wage, pension 
plan and group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume
and three references to:

Human Resources
Floradale Feed Mill Limited

2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0

Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

IS HIRING FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITION:

309A ELECTRICIAN
(Foreman)  

Please visit our website for more information
www.horstsystems.com/careers

or submit your resume directly to: recruiting@horstsystems.com

is accepting applications for the position of:

Public Works Summer
Student Laborer

For a detailed job description and instructions
for applying please refer to theTownship of 

Woolwich website at www.woolwich.ca.

Lorentz Farms Ltd. 
Looking for a responsible employee to run 
pellet mill and computer controlled drying 
system. Must be mechanically inclined and 

able to run loader and to drive truck in 
yard to load and unload trucks. 
Resume and references can be faxed to: 

519-699-4469, call 519-575-8441 or 519-577-2889

We are looking for individuals with the ability to work at a 
variety of duties. We do construction projects in agricultural, 

residential and commercial and you will be participating in all 
aspects of construction work from foundation to �nish work. 
Previous experience in construction or other related �elds 

would be an asset. If you are a person who loves to learn on 
the go with a desire to grow and advance within our growing 
company, we think you’d be a great addition to our team! 

This is a full time year round position and we offer 
competitive wages, as well as a bene�t package. 

If you have strong teamwork qualities, ability to 
learn on the job, familiarity with construction equipment,

 then please apply to: 
Fermon@fermonconstruction.com 

or call 519-699-4095 to speak with Fermon.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 
Full Time General Construction

Fermon Construction 
Ltd

AUCTION SALE
Of

Riding lawn mower, early Canadian 
coins, household goods, antiques and 

miscellaneous items, to be held at 
7504 Wellington Rd. 8, Mapleton Twp.  
in Goldstone, 6 miles east of Drayton  

(east of the roundabout), 
for Abner Martin, on

 SATURDAY, APRIL 13TH @ 10:00 A.M.

HOUSEHOLD:  2 fridges. Stove (ceramic 
top). Whirlpool Cabrio washer. Older dryer. 
Upright freezer. Solid oak 5pc. queen 
bedroom suite (poster bed, swing mirror 
dresser) – excellent.  Bookcase bed.  Dresser.  
Blanket box.  Solid oak china cabinet.  Oak 
double pedestal table & 7 leaves – good.  3pc. 
oak wall unit. Curio cabinet. Cedar chest.  
Desks. 10 wooden stacking chairs. Wing 
chair. Electric sewing machine in cabinet.  
Electrolux vacuum. Silverware in chest.  
2 – 12 place settings china. Family Life & 
Young companion magazines. Saladmaster.  
Cookware & other kitchen utensils.  
ANTIQUES:  Old bed (wooden headboard).  
Fumed oak dresser.  Refinished buffet – nice.  
Hooked mats. Copper boiler. Old school 
books, etc.  
MISC. ITEMS:  Kubota T-1460 – 12hp riding 
lawn mower, hydrostatic, good condition.  
Small flowerbed tiller.  String trimmer.  Wheel 
barrow. Garden tools.  Wishing well, list goes on.  
COINS:  Nice collection of early Canadian 
coins including .50 pieces from 1911, quarters 
from 1902, dimes from 1870 including rare 
1948, nickels from 1922, large pennies from 
1859, small pennies from 1920.  Many hard to 
find coins!
NOTE – Plan to attend this interesting auction. 
See www.gerberauctions.net for photos. 
Proprietor and auctioneer not responsible for 
accidents day of sale.  
TERMS – Cash or cheque with I.D. Lunch booth.  

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

Experienced 
Landscape Professional 
We're looking for someone with 2+ years 
of landscaping experience to manage a 

small landscaping crew. 
You'll be responsible for running a 2019 72" 

zero-turn mower in the summer and a 
plow/salt truck in the winter months. 

PLUS, enjoy Friday’s off in July-October 
if you choose to work longer hours 

Monday – Thursday. If you're mechanically 
inclined and like working outside, 

we want to talk with you. 
Pay based on experience. Benefits after 

3 months. Clean G license required. 

Call 226-972-1274 to apply or email 
resume to info@snowtechnologies.ca

Landscape Labourer 
We’re looking for someone to join our team 
on a full-time, year-round basis for snow 

removal and landscaping. 
In the summer, you’ll be responsible for 

running a 2018 Kubota RTV while trimming 
posts and fence lines on region roads. 

PLUS, enjoy Friday’s off in July - October 
if you choose to work longer hours 
Monday – Thursday. In the winter, 

you’ll be responsible for running an enclosed 
Kubota or John Deere sidewalk unit (cab 
with heat) for municipal sidewalks based 

on your experience.
Pay starting at $18/hour. Benefits after 

3 months. Clean G license required. 

Call 226-972-1274 to apply or email 
resume to info@snowtechnologies.ca

AUCTION SALE
To be held at the St. Jacobs 

Community Centre (Lions Club) for an 
area estate with additions on:

WEDNESDAY APRIL 10 AT 9:45 AM  

PARTIAL LIST ONLY: 3 piece oak bedroom 
suite (double bed with newer mattress, dresser 
with wing mirror, armoire); lazy boy new; side 
table; mission oak library desk; apartment 
sized freezer; 5 piece Malcom bedroom suite 
(dresser, chest of drawers, 2 night tables, 
king size bed); dining room suite (table, 6 
chairs, china cabinet); hall table; large china 
cabinet with bowed front; 2 wardrobes; wicker 
furniture; coffee and end tables; vintage items; 
steeple antique window; double bed with chest 
of drawers, bookcase headboard, dresser 
with harp; small crib; curio cabinet; oak wall 
mirror with cast iron hooks; hall seat; antique 
school desk; white French Provincial bedroom 
suite (single bed, dresser, night table, mirror); 
1940’s dining room suite (table, chairs, buffet; 
china cabinet); oak pedestal side table; server; 
artwork; Victorian lamps; Victorian furniture; 
crocks; jugs; washboard; cabbage cutter; older 
primitives; folding chairs; hall cabinet; coffee 
and end tables; occasional table; magazine 
stand; half moon tables; quantity of good glass 
and china; depression; crystal; kitchenware; 
dinner sets; cookware; Tupperware; Toro snow 
blower; Toro lawn mower; propane BBQ; patio 
table and chairs with umbrella; ladder; quantity 
of hand; power; and lawn and garden tools. 

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

AUCTION

AUCTION

Full Time Licensed
Automotive 

Technician/Apprentice
Voisin Chrysler is looking for an 

automotive technician/apprentice 
to join our busy shop. 

Chrysler experience is an asset. 
We have a great Chrysler training 
program to learn as you go as well 

as all the special tools and 
technology to do the job right.
Please send resume to Colin via email

colin@voisinchrysler.com

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

SMALL ADS,
BIG IMPACT.
THE OBSERVER
CLASSIFIED ADS

Just
Collecting
dust?

Find 
another 
collector 
to buy 
your 
treasures.

MAKE VALUABLE CONNECTIONS
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CLASSIFIED LISTINGS           

LISTINGS 
CONTINUE ON 
PAGE 25           

w

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Spring Ice Special
April 1st –May 16th, 2019

$168.75/hr (Prime)
$97.35/hr (Non Prime)

Please contact Jodi Young

Notice of Public Meeting
Township of Woolwich

Remediation Advisory Committee (RAC) 
Thursday, April 11, 2019
5:00 p.m. Public Meeting

Council Chambers, 2nd Floor
Administration Building, 24 Church Street West, Elmira

AUCTION

DAVID CARSON FARMS & 
AUCTION SERVICES LTD.

SAT., APRIL 6TH - 9:30 AM - Carson’s All 
Breed Horse & Equipment Sale. Tack and 
equipment will sell at 9:30 A.M. with harness, 
buggies and horse related equipment. A 
Stallion parade will take place at 12 Noon 
followed by the All-breed Horse Sale. Entries 
taken right up till sale day.  
WED. APRIL 10TH – 11:30 A.M. – Dairy 
Sale. Offering registered and grade, fresh 
and springing young Holstein cows and 
heifers. Open & Bred heifers will start at 11:30 
A.M. prior to the Dairy Sale. Consignments 
Welcome!
SAT. APRIL 20TH – 11:00 AM – Beef Cow & 
Calf Sale. Offering cows, breeder bulls, and 
cow/calf pairs. Cull cows at 11A.M. followed 
by Stocker sale. Consignments Accepted!
MON. APRIL 22ND – 10:00 A.M. - Clearing 
Farm Machinery Sale for Roppel Farms 
Limited of Tiverton. Sale will be held at the 
Farm located at 2691 Bruce Road 20, Tiverton, 
ON. Offering Tractors, Tillage, Seeding and 
Harvesting Equipment, Trucks and Trailers. 
See website for sale listing.

Carson’s Auction Service 
R.R.#3 Listowel, ON  N4W 3G8

Tel: 519-291-2049  |  Fax: 519-291-5065
Website: www.davidcarson.on.ca  |  Email: info@davidcarson.on.ca

Need a 
steady 
gig?
Check
out 
our 
help 
wanted
ads!

FIND WORK IN THE OBSERVER

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING AT THE 
CORNER STORE IN 
Linwood, 3 full days per 
week. Call 519 698 2600.

FOR SALE

1 HYDRAULIC CON-
TROLLED METAL 
"grooming" table. Suitable 
for all dog's large and 
small. 226-808-9874.

10FT DELI COOLER IN 
GOOD WORKING CON-
dition, new compressor. 
$1200 o.b.o. Hilltop 
Acres Poultry Products 
519-743-6884.

16 FEET OF 10" STAIN-
LESS INSULATED 
chimney. C/W wall & 
floor spindle, all weather 
cap! ULC-CSA approved 
@ 64oC/1221o F. Phone 
226-808-9874.

MATTRESS AND BOX 
SPRING, NEW, NEVER 
used, still in sealed bag. 
Sacrifice $195. Delivery 
available $35. 519-635-
8737.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF 
ALLIS-CHALMERS & 
other tractors, 
Allis-Chalmers and other 
machinery, AC dozer, 
Skyjack, and miscella-
neous items, To be held 
at 2113 Trussler Rd. 
Wilmot Twp. approx. 2 
miles northeast of New 

Dundee (between Huron 
Rd. and County Rd. 12), 
for Glenn and Brett Sider, 
on Saturday, April 6th @ 
11:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 519-698-0138 

SAT. APRIL 6 AT 10:00 
AM - CLEARING AUC-
tion sale of riding lawn-
mower; woodworking 
tools; and miscellaneous 
items at 407 Lawrence 
St. in Kitchener for Nancy 
and the estate of John 
McKinley. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

TUES. APRIL 9: ONLINE 
AUCTION OF HOCKEY 
cards; wooden hockey 
games; sports memora-
bilia; literature; programs; 
and much more. Bidding 
open April 9 to April 
16th; online auction only. 

Call for more info or go 
to www.jantziauctions.
hibid.com. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

WED. APRIL 10 AT 9:45 
AM - CLEARING AUC-
tion sale of furniture; 
antiques; primatives; 
tools; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the 
St. Jacobs Community 
Centre (29 Parkside Dr.) 
in St. Jacobs for an area 
estate with additions. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 519 
656 3555 www.jantziauc-
tions.com 

AUCTION SALE OF 
TRACTORS, MACHIN-
ery, pickup, 3ph backhoe, 
sap equipment, straw 
& miscellaneous items, 
to be held at 1625 Ger-
ber Rd., Wellesley Twp. 
(approx. 1 ½ miles east 

of Wellesley off Nafziger 
Rd.), for Mervin and 
Wanda Wagler, on Friday, 
April 12th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber auctions Ltd.  
519-699-4451 or  
698-0138 

SAT APRIL 13 AT 10:00 
AM CLEARING AUC-
tion sale of household 
effects; furniture; 
antiques; primitives; and 
miscellaneous items 
held at 1021 Gerber Rd. 
St. Agatha (5kms E of 

Wellesley or 5 kms SW of 
St. Agatha) for the estate 
of George and Mary 
Brenner. Jantzi Auc-
tions Ltd. 519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com 

AUCTION SALE OF RID-
ING LAWN MOWER, 
early Canadian coins, 
household goods, 
antiques and miscella-
neous items, to be held 
at 7504 Wellington Rd. 
8, Mapleton Twp. in 
Goldstone, 6 miles east 

of Drayton (east of the 
roundabout), for Abner 
Martin, on Saturday, April 
13th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-
4451 or 519-698-0138 

AUCTION SALE OF 3 
WHEELER, RIDING 
lawn mowers, guns, tools, 
household, antiques and 
miscellaneous items, to 
be held at the Linwood 
Community Centre, 5279 
Ament Line in Linwood, 
for Ralph & Maryann 

Steckley, Wellesley, Diet-
er Bartke of Kitchener & 
additions, on Saturday, 
April 20th @ 9:30 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451 or 519-
698-0138 

100% LOCAL

SMALL ADS,
BIG IMPACT.
THE OBSERVER
CLASSIFIED ADS
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R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

IF YOU ARE THINKING ABOUT SELLING OR BUYING THIS SPRING/SUMMER,
NOW IS THE TIME TO CONNECT WITH  US, YOUR LOCAL REALTOR TO KEEP YOU INFORMED ON MARKET CONDITIONS.  

Welcome to the Elmira Maple Syrup Festival 

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

New exciting Executive Bungalow Town Home plans TO BE BUILT.  
Plans and pricing to be released shortly.  Fall Closing potential.  2nd 
phase will offer single detached family homes including bungalow 
and two storey plans.  Call today for further information or to be 
added to the Client wait list.  EXCLUSIVE 

PARADIGM (ELMIRA) HOMES LIMITED
2ND PHASE COMING SOON!!! 
  

(picture shown is an example, elevation to change)

Alli Bauman
519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

allibauman17@gmail.com

ALLISUESue From
226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Elmira - This detached bungalow is perfect for a small family or empty nesters. Enjoy the open 
concept living room, dining room & kitchen with loads of counter space and storage. The main 
bathroom boasts a jet tub for a spa like experience. The basement has a large rec room as well as an 
office/den space with a 3 piece bathroom and separate laundry room. There is plenty of parking for all 
of your guests who will enjoy your back yard next to green space with a giant deck. Roof and solar 
panels /2018. Appliances included.

$434,900$434,900

Drayton -  Welcome to 30 Parkside St. in Drayton! Beautiful single detached home, built in 2006, has 
much to offer!  3 bedrms, 4 bathrms, ensuite & walk-in closet, some new flooring, upper floor laundry, 
appliances included, walk-in pantry, mudroom, gas fireplace, open concept feel, finished basement 
with wet bar, double car garage with ample parking, huge deck, large corner lot....with all of this and 
more, don't wait to preview this home! Call us today!   

$484,900$484,900 St. Jacobs -  A St. Jacobs Gem! You will be impressed with this 4 bedroom raised bungalow & detached 
24ftx 34ft garage/shop WITH attic space and hydro!!!! Meticulously maintained, this home has been 
well cared for & updated from top to bottom.  Beautiful walking trails, an elementary school & 
downtown shops just steps away.  Some updates & features include: Roof March 2019, all windows 
2004-2012, A/C 2008, appliances included, central vac, kitchen updates 2018, chimney re-bricked 2018, 
deck 2018, newer flooring through-out, attic insulation topped up, ample parking in driveway and 
garage.  Don’t miss out on this rare opportunity! 

$649,900$649,900

Heidelberg -  A spectacular bungalow located in the small village of Heidelberg, just minutes from KW.  
This all brick bungalow is situated on an oversized corner lot providing both space & privacy.   The well 
thought out floor plan allows tons of space for your family to gather from the front family rm to the 
finished games rm with wet bar.  Walk out from the dining rm to the private back yard, or enjoy sitting out 
front watching the birds.  Some recent updates include: Garage doors-2018, Furnace-2015, Electrical 
panel-2014, Chimney liner replaced-2015, Water heater & softener-2014,  Kitchen-2010, Septic 
tank-2006, Metal roof with lifetime warranty-2003.  Come & enjoy the small community feel located 
steps away from the park!

$699,900$699,900

ELMIRA - Elegant 5 bedroom home with in-law 
suite and separate entrance.   Located in Elmira’s 
South Parkwood area, this 2016 Emerald home is sure 
to impress you.  Starting from the large front foyer 
into the beautiful custom kitchen with huge island, 
bright dining rm & spacious living rm.  Conveniently 
located off the garage is the main floor mudrm, 
laundry rm and 2 piece bathrm.  The covered deck 
with built in speakers makes hosting a delight. With 
many tall windows throughout, natural light shines 
through this home giving it a fresh feel.  The upper 
floor has 4 good-sized bedrooms with a 4 piece 
bathroom, a 3 piece master ensuite and walk-in closet.  
The lower level has been cleverly utilized as a one 
bedrm in-law suite with a separate entrance, sound 
proofing, separate laundry, & beautiful kitchen of it's 
own!  There is also a unique storage space under the 
garage.  Need a space for your home business? This 
might just check the boxes.  Come see this beautiful 
home for yourself, you won't want to miss it!$789,900$789,900

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

OPEN HOUSE Sun April 7th 1-3pm 
9 Apollo Dr, Heidelberg

OPEN HOUSE Sun April 7th 1-3pm 
117 Timber Trail Rd, Elmira

SOLD

Serving the community for 27 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

Thinking of Selling? 
Call for your FREE Property Evaluation  
$489,000 COUNTRY BUNGALOW
3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom. Features a Large 
living room, Mainfloor Laundry, wood 
burning fire place in basement, mud room, 
attached garage , walk up from Basement.  
Relax on your back deck and enjoy the 
peaceful view of the countryside, as your large 
lot backs onto farmland.  Located 15 minutes 
from Elmira, and 25 Minutes from Waterloo.  
Book your showing today.  MLS# 30716680

Free, no obligation, opinions of value
“You dream...We’ll work.”

Thinking of Buying or Selling call or email today!

Wendy Taylor
BROKER

Independently Owned and Operated

519-747-0231519-747-0231  24hrs24hrs

wendy@wendytaylor1.com

OPEN HOUSE | SUN APR 7 • 2-4PM • 5616 5TH LINE, PALMERSTON

www.peakrealestate.comwww.peakrealestate.com

$681,000 RURAL LIVING – This 3 yr. old 2 Storey home has 4 
bedrooms, 2 baths plus a spa-like master bath ensuite, an upper floor 
family room and mainfloor laundry room. There is a spacious 2 car 
garage, plus another workshop/storage and a shed.  If you are looking for 
country, don't miss this custom quality built builders home with many 
upgrades. Located just outside of Palmerston on a paved road.  MLS

NEW PRICE

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

$399,152 1,723 Sq.� OR $354,781 1,040 Sq.� 
2 or 3 Bedrooms, available, Fridge, stove, washer, dryer and 
Microwave included. See MLS# 30715649 & MLS# 30715673 
for more details. 

Welcome to Murray court townhomes, 
in the Community of Milverton Meadows

Carolyn Sullivan, 
Sales Representative
DIRECT 226-979-2922
OFFICE 519-843-7653
csullivan@edgerealtysolutions.com

Just like new, this 3 bedrm, 3 bath home is steps from the neighborhood park, has been 
meticulously maintained and finished top to bottom. Main floor living room with gas 
fireplace, eat in kitchen with ample cabinetry and walkout to deck, custom shed and nicely 
landscaped yard. Lower level rec room with gas fireplace, full bath and laundry room. You’ll 
want to add this to your list of “must sees” !

Sunday, April 7th • 1:30-3:30pm
95 Muscovey Drive, Elmira.  

$549,900

OPEN HOUSE
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CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

From $499,900

Open concept in this ‘model home’ with 
everything on one level!  9’ ceilings, 
hardwood and ceramics, lots of custom 
cabinetry incl. island, granite counter-
tops & backsplash. Spacious master w/
walkin closet &ensuite (2 full bathrooms).  
Open staircase. W/O from L.R .w/tray 
ceiling & gas fireplace.  14’ wide garage 
(w/10’door).  3 units avail. EXCL. Prices 
start at $499,900.

21 BUR OAK DRIVE, ELMIRA 

This spacious home is great for a young 
family!  Fenced yard. Open concept great 
room (gas F.P. &hdwd.  floor) to a large 
dining area w/walkout to deck.  Lots of 
cupboards, granite counters. Main floor 
laundry & 2pc bath. Oversized master 
bdrm., ensuite & walkin closet. Fin. rec. 
room (fireplace), playroom/4th bdrm., 
office & 3 pc. bath. Replacement windows. 
Shingles (2018). MLS. New Price.$624,900

212 PARK AVE. W., ELMIRA

Sought after area…You’ll love your 
backyard backing to acres of wooded 
parkland, nestled in the trees. Custom 
built, 4 bdrm. home with larger master 
suite &ensuite. Open wood staircase. 
Maple kitchen w/island open to family 
room with high ceiling & fireplace. Formal 
L.R. & D.R. Stairs from garage lead to the 
fin. basement w/oversized windows, 5th 
bdrm. & bathroom. MLS  $824,900

44 PINTAIL DR., ELMIRA

$585,000

Nicely updated side-split situated on 
the edge of Fergus on a large lot 116 x 
132.  Roof shingles (2017), replacement 
windows, doors & siding.  3 bedrooms, 2 
baths.  Hardwood flooring in L.R., D.R. & 
master bedroom. Huge family rm w/gas 
F.P. Partially finished lower level. Updated 
oak kitchen w/walkout to a stamped 
concrete patio. Garden shed.   MLS  

729 BON ACCORD ST., FERGUS

Turn of the Century.  Double brick home 
on a large lot with a detached garage.  
The house has been duplexed with a 
2 bdrm unit on the main flr and a 1+ 
bdrm unit on the second flr. Walk up 
attic offers potential for more living 
space.  Newer gas furnace.  Metal roof.  
Lots of Potential!  New MLS    

33 WYATT ST. E., ELMIRA

$375,000

SOLD

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

NEW PRICE $409,900 | Drayton
Nice open concept bungalow on a good sized lot backing onto schoolgrounds. 
3+2 bedrooms and 2 full baths for the growing family. Enjoy the gas fireplace in 
the finished rec room. Lots of storage. MLS Call Dale direct.

Just Listed! $579,000 | Drayton
Custom bungalow open concept, high ceilings, 2 + 1 bedrooms. Fully fenced and 
landscaped yard, finished basement Numerous custom features. MLS Call Dale direct. 

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20 & 40kg's, Ice melt 
comes in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

ORGANIC FERTILIZER 
FOR SALE. SULFUR 90 
and Sulfate Potash. Call 
George Haffner Trucking 
at 519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

WANTED

ROLEX, OMEGA, 
TUDOR, BREITING ETC. 
Silver & gold coins, jewel-
lery, diamonds, sterling 
cutlery or R & R records . 
Honest prices. Call Terry 
@ 519-242-6900 or galla-
more@golden.net

RENTALS

ELMIRA - LARGE ONE 
BEDROOM. VERY 
quiet 6-plex, nice unit. 
Require single, non 
smoking, pet free individ-
ual. Laundry and parking 
on site. Available May 
15. Call 519-669-2212.

FOR RENT: LARGE 
MODERN 2 BEDROOM 
apartment on main 
street, appliances includ-
ed, A/C, One parking 

spot, $1,200/month + 
utilities. Call 519-669-
5533 after 6pm. Avail-
able June 1st.

RESPONSIBLE, NON 
SMOKER, QUIET MALE 
senior looking to rent 1 
bedroom apartment with 
very few steps in Elmira 
or St. Jacobs. Call 519-
885-5012.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

DRUMMER WITH 30 
YEARS EXPERIENCE IN 
"old rock", country, jazz, 
blues looking for work. 
226-808-9874.

EXPERIENCED, KIND 
PSW AVAILABLE. 
Mon. - Fri., part time, 
$15/hour. Cooking, 
freezing dinners, laun-
dry, cleaning, driving to 
appointments. 226-201-
2941.

GENERATOR REPAIRS. 
JOHN AT 226-622-
4598.

MARK'S SMALL PICK 
UP TRUCKING. 5LBS 
to 2000lbs, all Ontario, 
Quebec and cross bor-
der. Trailer and boat tow-
ing. Reasonable rates. 
Call 519-577-2518.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

COMING 
EVENTS

KARATE! SESSION 4 
BEGINS APRIL 22ND 
SCHWEITZER'S MAR-
TIAL ARTS Self-defense, 
Self-discipline, Self-con-
fidence. Beginners wel-
come! GROUP CLASSES 
FOR AGES 4 TO ADULT 
Taught by Sensei Becky 
Schweitzer, 3rd Degree 
Black Belt & World Karate 

Champion Location Hei-
delberg Community Cen-
tre 2915 Lobsinger Line 
10 weeks $90 + HST 519-
580-1418 becky_sch-
weitzer@hotmail.com 

GARAGE SALES

MOVING SALE - APRIL 
12 , 12PM - 6PM, 
April 13, 7am - 2pm. 
218 Arthur St. S., Elmira 
beside Food Basics. 
Wood table & hutch, sofa 
& chair, garden tools - 
tiller etc, patio furniture 
- chairs, table, umbrella, 
wicker furniture and lots 
of assorted stuff. We are 
sizing down.

THE ELMIRA COMMU-
NITY WIDE GARAGE 
Sale is set for May 11, 
2019. Details to follow 
in the Observer closer to 
the date.

Two Woolwich Atom teams competed for the Grand River Local League Championship last weekend. Woolwich Wildcats LL3 (Blue) took the title, with 
Woolwich Wildcats LL1 (Green) coming in second. [SUBMITTED - CINDY HOLLAND]

WOOLWICH VS WOOLWICH FINALS

The Junior Sugar Kings fell 3-2 in a home game against the Centre Wellington Fusion last Friday.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

JR. SUGAR KINGS
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Furnaces • Air Conditioners
 Water Heaters • Fireplaces
We service all makes and models

Call 519-206-0336   www.koebelhcm.com

Maintenance Starting at $99
CALL TIM OR SCOTT

 TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN AND MINIBUS TRANSPORTATION
“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALWAYS
BUYING
Jewellery,
Old Coins
& Paper
Money

991 Victoria St. N
Kitchener

519-579-9302

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com

GENERAL SERVICES

T-KRU$H

CAR, SUV & TRUCK DISPOSAL
CASH FOR CLUNKERS

CALL TREVOR FOR QUOTE

519.500.4400
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Happy 18th Anniversary!
I love you.

I love every little thing about you.
Your sexy smile,

the sound of your voice,
the magic in your eyes.
I love your gentle touch

and the warmth I feel at your side.
I love dreaming about you!

I love discovering you
and letting go with you.

I love each and every
once-in-a-lifetime moment

I share with you
today,

tomorrow,
forever!

Happy 95th Birthday
to  Leon Marcel Salzman

Please join us to celebrate this special 
birthday at an Open House held April 6th 

from 1:30 - 4:00 at the Milverton Mennonite 
Fellowship, 6619 Perth Road 131.

Contact Brenda 519-574-0263

Martin, Betty (nee Hoffer)
Peacefully passed away on Monday, 
April 1, 2019, at Grand River Hospital, 
at the age of 66 years. Beloved wife 
and best friend for almost 49 years of 
Meryle of St. Jacobs. Dear mother of 
Tammy and Jeff Mayer of Elmira, Lisa 
and Kory Lorentz of St. Clements, and 
Michael and Cait Martin of Elmira. 
Devoted grandma of Quentin Mayer, 
Natalie Mayer, Isabelle Lorentz, and 
Isaac Lorentz. Loving sister of Beatrice 
and Roy Brosowski of Waterloo. 
Predeceased by her parents Norman 
and Hilda (Martin) Hoffer. Cremation 
has taken place. The family will receive 
relatives and friends for a memorial 
visitation on Thursday, April 4, 2019 
from 1-4 p.m. and 6-9 p.m. at the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira. A memorial service will 
be held on Friday, April 5, 2019 at 11 
a.m. at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
2925 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg. In 
Betty’s memory, donations to Grand 
River Hospital Regional Cancer Centre 
or St. Mary’s Hospital Foundation 
would be appreciated.  

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Edgar B.
Peacefully passed into the presence of 
the Lord on Monday, April 1, 2019 at 
Chartwell Elmira LTC, at the age of 94 
years. Beloved and devoted husband 
of the late MaryAnn (Weber) Martin 
(October 31, 2018) for 72 years. Dear 
father of David and Connie Martin 
and Betty and Don Clemmer. Loving 
grandpa of Terry (Laura) Martin, 
Kris (Natalie) Martin, Chad (Nicole) 
Clemmer, Theresa (Shawn) Freeman, 
Sherrin  (Marv) Gingrich, and 18 great-
grandchildren. Dear brother of Harvey 
(Bev) Martin and brother-in-law of 
Henry Martin. Predeceased by his 
parents Ivan and Elizabeth (Bearinger) 
Martin, grandson Jeff Clemmer (2000), 
brothers Aden Martin (stillborn 
baby) and Cleon (Cleta) Martin, and 
sisters Selema (Irvin) Bauman and 
Irene Martin. The family will receive 
relatives and friends from 2-4 and 
6-8 p.m. on Thursday, April 4, 2019, 
at Woodside Bible Fellowship, 200 
Barnswallow Dr., Elmira. Family and 
friends are invited to the interment 
at 2 p.m. on Friday, April 5, 2019, at 
Elmira Union Cemetery, followed by a 
memorial service at 3 p.m at Woodside 
Bible Fellowship. The family would 
like to extend a heartfelt thank you 
to the amazing, compassionate staff 
at Chartwell Elmira. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations to Woodside 
Bible Fellowship or Chateau Gardens 
Auxiliary would be appreciated. 
Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Smith, Joyce Kathleen
Passed away at St. Mary’s General 
Hospital, Kitchener, on Saturday, 
March 30, 2019, at the age of 83 years. 
Joyce (nee Riley) Smith was the 
beloved wife of the late Ken Smith 
(2009). Loved mother of Lori and Mike 
Page and Steve and LeeAnn Smith, 
all of Elmira. Loving grandmother 
of Amy, Jeremy, Mark, Holly, Nicole, 
and Tyler, and great-grandmother of 
Parker, Cyrus, Clara, and Avery. Dear 
sister of Nancy Fulcher and Janice 
Bowditch, and sister-in-law of Betty 
Merry. Lovingly remembered by many 
nieces and nephews. Predeceased by 
her parents Edward and Lillian (nee 
Bailey) Riley and brother Ted and 
Sheila Riley. Cremation has taken 
place. A memorial visitation was held 
on Wednesday, April 3, 2019 from 7-9 
p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 
62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A private 
family graveside service will take place 
in Parkview Cemetery, Waterloo. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations 
to St. Mary’s Hospital Foundation - 
Cardiac Care or the Arthritis Society 
would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

GENERAL SERVICES

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

FLORADALE SELF
STORAGE

226-266-5525

CLIMATE

CONTROLLED

1551 FLORADALE ROAD

www.floradaleselfstorage.com
E-Mail: floradaleselfstorage@gmail.com

ELMIRA, ON. N3B 2Z1

DEATH NOTICES

CRISPIN, LINDA LOUISE - Passed away 
peacefully surrounded by her loving family on 
Tuesday, March 26, 2019 at Grand River Hospi-
tal, Kitchener in her 68th year. Local relative is 
her sister Marilyn Coupal of Elmira.

GOOD, OLIVE PEARL - In her 100th year, Olive 
passed away at Barnswallow Place Care Com-
munity in Elmira on Monday, March 25, 2019. 

MARTIN, EDGAR B. - Peacefully passed into the 
presence of the Lord on Monday, April 1, 2019 
at Chartwell Elmira LTC, at the age of 94 years. 

NAFZIGER, KENNETH - Passed away peacefully 
at Chartwell Elmira LTC Residence on Friday, 
March 29, 2019, at the age of 91 years. 

SMITH, JOYCE KATHLEEN - Passed away at St. 
Mary's General Hospital, Kitchener, on Saturday, 
March 30, 2019, at the age of 83 years. 

BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY FAMILY ALBUM ADVERTISING

OBITUARY OBITUARYOBITUARY

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Planning a
special event?

BOOK AN AD: observerxtra.com/advertising-media-kit

Get the
word out!

FAMILY ALBUM ANNOUNCEMENTS

#1NEWS SOURCE
I N  T H E  R E G I O N

YOUR LOCAL PAPER

BOOK AN AD: observerxtra.com/advertising-media-kit

Book an ad for your 
skilled trade!

BAKERS, CARPENTERS, ETC WANTED!

Let them
eat cake.

100% LOCAL

#1NEWS SOURCE
I N  T H E  R E G I O N
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

ACO ‘s study of the Carnegie phenomenon culminates 
with a day-long bus tour Apr. 27 that will allow regis-
trants the opportunity to view first-hand a number of 
Carnegie libraries in the region. While travelling from 
site to site, specialists on board will relate details of 
Carnegie’s life, his funding program and the various 
libraries the tour will be visiting. More information can 
be had by contacting the ACO North Waterloo Region 
Branch, communications.aco.nwrb@gmail.com.

The region’s first child and family centre to offer 
Indigenous children opportunities to engage in their 
culture opened its doors this week. Anishnabeg 
Outreach’s Child and Family Centre will offer the same 
core services as EarlyON child and family programs, 
but in a way the region says is culturally responsive 
and supportive of Indigenous children and families. 
Services will include free drop-in programs for parents 
and children up to age six.

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

Have you heard the news?? 

As of April, the drive clean emissions  
tests are no longer required!

If you have any questions please  
let us know!

– Brad

CARNEGIE TOUR INDIGENOUS OPTIONS

The EDSS Skills Canada carpentry team with their planter boxes, to be sold at the New Hamburg Mennonite Relief Sale to benefit the MCC.  Front row: Jesse Smith, Braiden Martin, Bryce Bauman, Grayson 
McGirr, Callum Kennedy. Back row: Richard Thompson, EDSS; Randy Dyck, EDSS; Ryan Shantz; Nate Snyder; Matthew Frey; Art Janzen, Menno S Martin Contractor Ltd.; Scott Veitch, Menno S Martin, 
Contractor Ltd.; Jamie Kuepfer, Wellesley Home Hardware. Missing: Dan Driedger, Menno Homes Inc., plus students Brett Weber, Cody Short.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

EDSS carpentry students put their Skills to work
BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Not only did EDSS stu-
dents get the chance to de-
velop their carpentry skills 
in the regional Skills Can-
ada competition, but their 
projects are giving back to 
a good community cause.

Local students on the 
carpentry team worked in 
pairs to make planter boxes 
that will be donated to the 
Mennonite Central Com-
mittee for their relief work. 

Technical director and 
EDSS teacher Randy Dyck 
said it’s an excellent way 
for students to get intro-
duced to the trade. 

“It’s quite amazing. 
There’s an enormous talent 
in these young people,” 
said Dyck. “Sometimes if 
they find that particular 
area of the trades and tech-
nologies, it really leads to 
them wanting to venture 
into it and get to know 
more and explore more 
about it. It’s a great segue 
to some post-secondary 
pathways.”

Local business sponsors 
assist with the funding 
and donation of materials. 
Menno S. Martin Ltd., a 
construction company in 
St. Jacobs, provides a li-
censed carpenter to act as a 
judge for the competition.

“So he looks at the de-
tails and looks at whether 
or not they follow the 
instructions,” said Art 
Janzen, owner of Menno 
S. Martin. “In fact, he said 
one of the sets was flawless 
how it was put together, 
but they didn’t follow the 
instructions. So there were 
shelves four inches high-
er than they should have 
been – just different little 

details. Things like that 
when you’re out in the field 
doing this for real, you 
have to follow those in-
structions. It’s good to see 
these kids learning these 
skills like this.”

Those who meet these 
criteria and score the top 
points go on to the provin-
cial Skills Ontario com-
petition that takes place 
May 6-8 at the Toronto 
Congress Centre. Dyck 
noted that the competi-

tion at this event would be 
considerably tougher – it 
is the largest skilled trades 
and technology competi-
tion in Canada. More than 
2,000 students compete 
in diverse contest areas, 
including carpentry, culi-
nary arts, hairstyling, pho-
tography, plumbing, and 
robotics. 

This year’s winners were 
Nate Snyder and Callum 
Kennedy. Both students 
have plans to pursue car-

“They really perk up 
when it comes to getting 
involved in the commu-
nity,” said Dyck. “They’re 
mindful themselves of who 
MCC is, or maybe just real-
ly intrigued and happy to 
be involved; knowing their 
skill sets and proficiencies 
can be used towards some 
common good.”

The planter boxes will be 
sold at the New Hamburg 
Mennonite Relief Sale May 
24-25.

pentry in the future and 
cited the winning strategy 
as following the directions 
to the letter.

“I think we managed our 
time well and made sure 
we cleaned up the corners,” 
said Snyder. 

“And we made sure our 
measurements were the 
best that we could get 
them,” added Kennedy. 

EDSS has participated 
in Skills Canada for nearly 
three decades in a variety 

of competitions that allow 
young people to get the op-
portunity to develop their 
skills in the trades. Recent 
regional competitions 
that EDSS participated in 
included a landscape con-
struction competition at 
Premier Equipment Ltd. in 
Elmira in late March, and 
an electrical competition 
that took place at Cones-
toga College in Kitchener, 
and a mechanical competi-
tion in Galt, Cambridge.

Mennonite Central Committee to benefit from student competition, with their handiwork to be sold at upcoming relief sale
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The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at www.observerxtra.com/event-list.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

APRIL 9

 � MEDICAL AND RECREATION CANNABIS. EXPLORING THE 
health effects, risk reduction and legislation. Presented by 
Karen Haughey, Public Health Nurse, Region of Waterloo 
Public Health and Bethany Heintz, RPN. 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 
p.m. at Woolwich Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs.

APRIL 10

 � SENIORS' COMMUNITY DINING AT CALVARY UNITED 
Church, St. Jacobs. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for lunch, fellowship and entertainment. $12. Call 
519-664-1900 by noon April 8 to sign up.

APRIL 11

 � EVERGREEN SENIORS' FELLOWSHIP AT WOODSIDE 
Church, Elmira at 10:30 a.m. "27 minutes" The story of her 
amazing recovery from "death" on the 401 by Ashlyn Krell. 
Songs from the Hear: Carol McKinley. Devotional talk: Dr. 
Harold Paisley. $7 donation includes hot lunch.

 � THE MINDFUL WAY THROUGH STRESS, ANXIETY & 
Depression - April 11 - June 6, 1:30-4 p.m. Mindfulness has been 
found to enhance wellbeing, stability of attention, emotional 
regulation, resiliency and bring many physical health benefits. 
Learn mindfulness practices. WCHC, St. Jacobs.

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT BRESLAU COMMUNITY 
Centre. Community Care Concepts invites you to join us for 
a light  lunch and  fellowship. $7. Call 519-664-1900 by noon 
April 6 to sign up.

 � NEW HORIZONS GUEST SPEAKER MAUREEN TRASK - 
"Living Without Knowing." 10 a.m. at Maryhill Community 
Centre, $2. For more info call Joan Haid,519 648-2742.

APRIL 12

 � HANDEL'S MESSIAH AT WOODSIDE CHURCH, ELMIRA. 
7:30 p.m. Second Performance on Saturday April 13, 7:30 
p.m., $5/person. All Proceeds go towards 3 local charities.

APRIL 13

 � WELLINGTON COUNTY 4-H ANNUAL BEEF DINNER AND 
Silent Auction at Alma Community Centre, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Adults $17, 8 and under $7, 4 and under free. Alma Optimist 
Dance to follow, 8 p.m. $15/couple.

APRIL 14

 � HUNGRYMAN BREAKFAST AT THE ELMIRA LEGION. 8:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. All-you-can-eat. Adults $6, children 6-10 $3, 
children under 5 free.

 � HANDEL'S MESSIAH AT FLORADALE MENNONITE 
Church, 3 p.m. $5/person. All Proceeds go towards 3 local 
charities.

APRIL 15

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT WOOLWICH MEMORIAL 
Centre, Elmira. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for a light  lunch and  fellowship. $7. Call 519-664-
1900 by noon April 11 to sign up.

 � DEMENTIA OVERVIEW 10 A.M. TO NOON AT WOOLWICH 
Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs. Learn about 
dementia, adapting to changes in the brain and living well 
with dementia.

 � ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY PRESENTS: 
Speaker Wolfegang Bonham “Lighting Design As It Applies 
to Outdoor Spaces” Join us at Trinity United Church, Elmira, 
7:30p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Free for members, non-members $2.

APRIL 16

 � TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Meatloaf, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, hot vegetable, bread, salad, desert and beverage, $12.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

CHEF'S TABLE

Enjoy some fish with 
these customizable 

burritos

T hese burritos are a 
great way to enjoy 
fish. Everyone will 

love customizing their bur-
rito with colourful veggies. 
This recipe is sure to be-
come a favourite!

Change it up – instead of 
snapper or trout, use any 
firm fish such as tilapia or 
haddock.

You can also add more 
veggies to your burrito: 
shredded zucchini, diced 
cucumbers, strips of pep-
pers and sliced radishes 
would make great addi-
tions. The kids can have 
fun with the their food – 
and learn to love fish – by 
customizing their burritos 
as they see fit.

To store the leftover av-
ocado half, rub some lime 
juice all over the cut sur-
face and wrap with plastic 
wrap. Place in the fridge 
to enjoy the next day. The 
lime juice will help keep 
the avocado from turning 
brown.

West Coast 
Snapper Burritos

2 large snapper or trout 
fillets, bones removed, about 
350 to 500 g (12 to 16 oz) 
total
2 tsp. Sambal Badjak (Indone-

sian chili paste) or any chili 
paste
4 Tbsp. all-purpose flour
2 Tbsp. extra virgin olive oil
1/2 cup 1% fat plain yogurt
2 Tbsp. fresh salsa or chipotle 
salsa
5 small whole grain flour 
tortillas
Half small nappa cabbage, 
shredded or coleslaw
1 carrot, grated
1 large tomato, diced
1/2 medium avocado, diced
2 tsp. chopped cilantro
1 lime, sliced into wedges

1. Place fish on a plate. Thinly 
spread the chili paste on both 
sides of the fish.

2. Dip both sides of the fish in 
flour to cover lightly.

3. Heat olive oil in non-stick 
frying pan and cook fish until 
browned slightly and cooked 
through.

4. Mix the yogurt and salsa to-
gether; set aside.

5. Warm tortilla shells in a 
clean hot skillet. Place tortillas 
on clean plates. Divide fish 
into 5 servings and place the 
cooked snapper, cabbage, 
carrots, tomato, avocado, yo-
gurt-salsa mixture and cilantro 
on tortilla. Add a squeeze of 
lime.

GET IT IN THEobserverxtra.com/write-a-letterWe’d love your input on the issues, 

and this issue!   Share your thoughts.

Have something to say?
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OBSERVER CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Imitates a hot dog
5. Jewish scholar
10. Fish
15. That's Anne Elk, with 

an "e" not __ elk.
16. Poe's ___ of the 

perverse
18. Sartorial obfusca-

tions
20. It's time to leave the 

_______, if you dare
23. A little off
24. Ross, Roy and Jen 

are part of this 
crowd

25. Newspaper fodder
26. Global workers' 

rights body
27. 'fraidy fish does this!
29. Decide to leave, 

with "out"
31. Oh __!
32. Straight man
34. Water measure
37. I'll get there, __ and 

__
38. Rude not to know
40. Ruth's mother-in-law
42. Always use the right 

one for the job
43. Canary's call
45. Face-to-face exam
48. Ditch
49. Little cuttlefish, 

snuggling?

50. Quaff
51. Hipster hangout
52. Prepared for it to 

get messy
53. Floor
54. 'fess up
55. Orpheus killer
56. Wordsworth works
57. Or off, whatevs
59. Old timey, before
60. Our family
61. Hand-covering 

garment
62. Chill
63. Unit of pressure
64. Fawlty Towers was 

one of these

DOWN
1. Peaceful
2. Is it really better 

than digital?
3. E's got his cravats 

all wrong
4. Excessively proud
6. Argument a la homi-

nem
7. ___-fist
8. Confuse, meteoro-

logically
9. 's
10. It's all one
11. I first-past-the-post 

the best approach 
to democracy?

12. Aussie or Canadian 
greeting, eh?

13. Or is is it lead 
astray?

14. A Grecian attempt
17. Singularly not single
19. Encamped
21. Event horizon
22. Energy, style, enthu-

siasm
28. It'll last longer
30. Decorated base-

ment, 70's style
31. Written reminder
33. Every which way but 

this
35. Foremost before 

Einstein
36. Universal game

39. Salmon caviar
41. As mad as can be
44. Typhon's tombstone
46. Flocculant
47. Focuser
48. I fought this, but it 

won
49. Money counter
51. Ungulate
52. Pocket radio
53. __ that's it then?
58. Nest makers
59. Inferior imitator of 

an artist
60. Loved in Italy

BRAIN FOOD

Nanotechnology may be more than a fashion statement
Q. Retired nurse Joy 
Milne is a super-smeller, 
with an almost super-
natural ability to sense 
odours that most people 
can’t perceive.  And her 
gift is now being utilized 
for the betterment of 
humanity.  How so?

A.  At one point in their 
marriage, Joy’s husband 
Les developed a strange 
musky scent she didn’t 
like, reports Alison George 
in “New Scientist” maga-
zine. It was not an issue of 
hygiene, and no one else 
picked up on the smell, 
so Joy let the matter lie. 
“It was only 12 years later, 
when Les was diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s disease, 
that she realized the mag-
nitude of what she had no-
ticed.”  And she confirmed 

her hunch by discretely 
sniffing other Parkinson’s 
patients.

 
The medical community 

was skeptical.  Joy was 
given identical T-shirts 
to smell and asked to 
determine which had 
been worn by people with 
Parkinson’s.  She misclas-
sified only one, claiming 
it smelled of Parkinson’s 
even though the wearer 
had no such diagnosis.  
Eight months later, that 
person was diagnosed with 
the disease!

 
Joy is now working with 

researchers to help iden-
tify chemical biomarkers 
which could permit early 
detection of Parkinson’s 
and make treatments more 
effective.  Preliminary re-

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  STRANGE questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

sults are promising.  And 
she has been recruited to 
help with other diseases.  
“Almost every disease has 
a unique odor,” she says. 
“We humans have turned 
our back on our sense of 
smell.  We should be using 
it more.”

 
Q.  How might nanotech-
nology be used to keep 
your baby dressed com-
fortably year round and 
you in sportswear that 
adjusts to how much 
you’re sweating?

A.  “Someday, the same 
shirt could be part of your 
summer and winter ward-
robe, using fabric that 
alternates between being 
breathable and insulating,” 
says Maria Temming in 
“Science News” magazine.  

Carbon nanotubes coat 
the polymer fibers used 
to make the yarn, and the 
closer the nanotubes, the 
better the fabric conducts 
a person’s body heat.  Un-
der cool, dry conditions, 
the fibers become loosely 
wound, and the fabric 
traps much of that heat.  
But sweating causes the fi-
bers to move closer to near-
by fibers, “opening spaces 
to boost breathability.”

 
     Added bonus:  This 

new dual-use fabric does 
not need to be flipped 
inside out to switch from 
warm to cool, like other 
heat-accommodating 
cloth.  Now how cool is 
that?

 
Q.  The females of this 
clever, resourceful spe-
cies are active predators 
but after mating and 
laying their eggs, they 
quit eating, and by the 
time the eggs hatch, 
they will have starved 
to death.  Can you name 
these creatures, and 
what might explain such 
an ignominious end?

A.  They’re octopuses, 
and over the last 40 years, 

researchers have focused 
their attention on the optic 
gland between the eyes 
of the two-spot octopus, 
says Matt Wood in “The 
University of Chicago 
Magazine.”  (The gland is 
functionally similar to the 
pituitary gland of most 
land animals.)  Now, using 
modern genetic sequencing 
tools, university neuro-
scientists have been able 
to link molecular signals 
produced by the optic gland 
to four separate phases of 
adult female behavior:  ac-
tive predators; mated and 
brooding over her eggs “like 
a deep-sea hen”; ceasing to 
eat altogether; and finally, 
some ten days later, becom-
ing pale and listless, losing 

muscle tone and dying.
 The scientific jury is 

still out on why this hap-
pens, but two theories 
have emerged:  One, since 
female octopuses regularly 
kill and eat males during 
mating, “a biologically pro-
grammed death spiral may 
be a way to keep mothers 
from eating their young.”  
Two, octopuses can grow 
indefinitely until death, 
“so eliminating hungry 
adults keeps the octopus 
ecosystem from being 
dominated by a few mas-
sive elders.”  

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 

published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

OBSERVER SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

L I V E  O N  S T A G E
Lancaster, PA, USA

BUS TRIP
May 8-12, 2019

Contact:
Marc Christiaens

ssbustrip@rogers.com
OR 519-276-2085

Includes Show Admission, Transportation, 
Hotel, Food, Shopping and More

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira  |  519-669-5403

DELIVERYSERVICEAVAILABLECall for Details

OPEN 24 HOURS | 7 DAYS A WEEK

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 
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April 7-13 is National
Volunteer Week. 
Thank you to those who help 
make our community great!

63 Arthur St S, Unit 3, Elmira, ON N3B 2M6, 
Telephone: 519-669-2090 

Email: mike.harrisco@pc.ola.org

Contact us today for more information:
Phone: (519) 656-2880

Fax: (519) 656-2882
Email: chris@futher-franklinfuneralhome.com

www.futher-franklinfuneralhome.com

Plan Today to Protect 
Your Family Tomorrow 

Wednesday April 10th 
Choose your preferred time:

2:00 PM to 3:00 PM 
7:00 PM to 8:00 PM
1172 Henry Street, 
Wellesley Ontario

 Seating is limited. 
RSVP today!

619-656-2880 OR rsvp@ResolvedEstate.ca

Refreshments will be served! 

Ontario has the highest PROBATE 
fees in Canada. Learn simple steps you 
can take now to make things easier & save 
What happens when death occurs 
away from home? 
Does travel insurance really help?
Theieves are targeting the identity 
of the deceased. Protection begins 
now... and it’s easy to implement 

Cremations and Burials not 
pre-planned lead to confusion and 
stress. Learn how everyone can make 
things easier 
Eligible Funeral Arrangments... CRA 
rules may save you money 

Learn TWELVE Pre-planning 
priorities to make things 

easier for your family.

Presented by

FREE to Attend!

So, You’ve
Written a
Will...

but are ALL your ducks in a row?

P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H
WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

10: 45 am Worship Service

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30 am Sunday School 

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

The Gospel 
According to Isaiah

Sunday, April 7th

10:45 am

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Jonathan Brubacher
 preaching

Lent 5
[ sundays 10:30am ]

www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:00 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

Looking for a faith community that's close to home? Start here. If you want to see your church listed here and want to reach over 12,000 homes every week call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext104.

TRAVEL ABROAD WITH THE OBSERVER

Names: Beth & Brian Beatty, 
Lori & Randy Ament, Deb & Scott 
Thomas, Barb & Alex Lee

Location: Dominican Republic

Reason for travel: Vacation

Date: 02/28/2019 – 03/07/2019

Interesting Facts: The Domini-
can Republic is the most visited 
destination in the Caribbean. 
The year-round golf courses are 
major attractions. A geographi-
cally diverse nation, the Domin-
ican Republic is home to both 
the Caribbean's tallest moun-
tain peak, Pico Duarte, and the 
Caribbean's largest lake and 
point of lowest elevation, Lake 
Enriquillo. [WIKIPEDIA]

Names: Garry Gunn and his girls 
Sue Letson, Debbie Dietrich and 
Linda Gerth

Location: Estoril

Reason for travel: Visited Lis-
bon, Estoril and area.

Interesting Facts: Estoril is a 
town in the Municipality of Cas-
cais, Portugal, on the Portuguese 
Riviera. Estoril is famed as a lux-
ury entertainment destination on 
the Portuguese Riviera, as home 
of the Casino Estoril. Estoril is 
one of the most expensive places 
to live in Portugal and the Iberian 
Peninsula. [WIKIPEDIA]
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LAST
CHANCE

FIRST COME
FIRST SERVED!

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST!

from

**LIMITED TIME OFFER**

SPC 
CLICK 
VINYL

100% 
WATER 
PROOF

EASY
TO

INSTALL

SIDE
MICRO

BEVELED

15
YEAR 

WRNTY

FOUR
MM

THICK

$179
PER SQ FT
REG 3.99

1362 VICTORIA ST N.  KITCHENER
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SAT 9AM-6PM SUN 10AM-5PM

 

iPad 2
16 GB

$9999
  reg.
$13999

iPad 4
32 GB

$22999
139

T420

$24999
  reg.
$299

i5 2540m 2.6 ghz 
8 gig x 320 gig 7 pro 

T430

$29999
  reg.
$399

i5 3320m 2 ghz 
8 gig x 500 gig 7 pro 

T440s

$599  reg.
$699

i7 4600u 2.1 ghz
8 gig x 160 gig SSD 10 pro

T450s

$699  reg.
$799

i7 5600u 2.6 ghz
8 gig x 256 gig SSD 10 pro

Lenovo
Thinkpads

APPLE
MacBook Air

$49999
  reg.
$54999

Intel i5 425ou, 1.3 ghz
4 gig x 128 gig SSD
11" screen • Mojave OS

LenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovo

APPLE
MacBook Air

$59999
  reg.
$69999

Intel i5 425ou, 1.3 ghz
4 gig x 128 gig SSD
13" screen • Mojave OS

Wow! $100 Off!

Laptops,
iPads,

MacBooks

Second
Location

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HPProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE
MacBookPro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-

112 Bonnie Cres. (at Union)
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

Bring in your repairs or
call for on site service.

We fix all brands!

www.realitybytescomputers.com

SUPPORT FOR KENYAN KIDS FOUNDATION

The students of North Perth Westfield Elementary’s WE Care team raised $1,271 for Kenyan Kids Foundation, a St. Clem-
ents-based charity. Pictured is Blair McKay of the charity with the student team.  [SUBMITTED - TYLER SCHAEFER]

MARKING WORLD AUTISM DAY

St. Boniface school in Maryhill marked World Autism Awareness Day on Tuesday by recognizing the many contributions 
of people living with autism in the world. [SUBMITTED]
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