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Pond rehab finds public interest
WELLESLEY PUBLIC INPUT

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Though a fixture of the 
community for well over 
a century, the Wellesley 
pond has never been a 
natural feature of the land-
scape. An artificial body 
formed in the mid-1800s, 
the pond has nonetheless 

Emergency workers responded to a fire that destroyed a van on King Street North near Farmer's Market Road in St. Jacobs on February 8. No injuries were re-
ported.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

An Elmira chemical plant 
is not part of the deal that 
saw owner Lanxess sell off 
part of its rubber-products 
holdings.

Lanxess has sold its 50 
per cent stake in Arlanxeo 
to the Saudi Arabia state-
owned oil company, Saudi 
Aramco. Arlanxeo, which 
was founded in 2016 and 
run as a joint venture be-
tween the Saudi oil com-
pany and Lanxess, was 
officially transferred fully 
to Saudi ownership a day 
before the start of the new 
year, December 31, 2018.

Lanxess, a speciality 
chemical company based 
in Germany, with plants all LANXESS | 02

Sale has no impact 
on chemical plant

ELMIRA LANXESS PLANT

Wellesley proposal calls for 30% reduction of pond surface area, inclusion of wetlands, riparian barriers and trail system

SUDDENLY TOO HOT ON A COLD DAY

RESTORATION | 02

become tied to the life and 
character of the village, 
even as it has grown and 
shrank and changed shape 
over the decades with the 
needs of the community.

More work may be need-
ed, suggest the Friends 
of Wellesley Pond, as the 
local body of water has 
suffered from a multitude 

of problems, from erosion 
and toxic algae blooms to 
invasions of carp and goose 
droppings.

The Friends of Wellesley 
Pond presented their vision 
for a rehabilitated and nat-
uralized pond at a public 
meeting Monday evening 
at the Wellesley Commu-
nity Centre. Building on 

public input from numer-
ous previous meetings, the 
group pitched a revised 
proposal for a somewhat 
smaller, deeper, and more 
ecologically vibrant pond 
– one the village can be 
proud of, said the commu-
nity group.

“We want to improve the 
quality of water, the habi-

tat, and yet maintain a rec-
reational space. A commu-
nity space,” said township 
Ward 3 Coun. Peter van der 
Maas of the plan’s chief 
objectives.

Water quality has been 
a serious problem for the 
pond in large part due to 
excessive warming of the 
waters, said the group, al-

lowing for an abundance of 
toxic algae to form as well 
as the unchecked prolifera-
tion of carp – a warm-water 
species of fish.

“One of the problems 
that we’ve got – even 
though the water coming 
in is nice and clean – is 
that it’s warm. Ten degrees 

over the world, including 
Elmira, received EUR 1.4 
billion ($2.1 billion CAD) for 
the sale.

The sale would not affect 
local operations of the El-
mira chemical plant, said 
Lanxess in a message to the 
Observer.

“The Elmira site came 
to Lanxess as part of the 
Chemtura acquisition, and 
thus has nothing to do with 
our former venture with 
Arlanxeo,” said Patrick To-
bin, communications spe-
cialist with Lanxess. “There 
is no impact of the sale of 
Arlanxeo on this site.”

Arlanxeo, which similarly 
has companies around the 
world, as well as a Canadian 
operation based in Sarnia, 



02  | COMMUNITY NEWS THE OBSERVER |  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2019

Waterloo Eastbridge  519.746.9000oxfordlearning.com

FOR BETTER MATH GRADES 
YOU NEED OXFORD LEARNING!

ALL AGES. ALL GRADES. ALL SUBJECTS.
DON’T WASTE TIME!  BETTER GRADES BEGIN TODAY! 

Waterloo Eastbridge  519.746.9000oxfordlearning.comPre-K to Grade 12 Reading Writing Math Study Skills French ESL SAT/ACT Prep 

ENROL 
TODAY!

Algebra & Geometry            Better Grades

Functions & Graphing Problem Solving

Probability & Statistics     True Understanding

warmer leaving the pond 
then entering the pond,” 
said van der Maas. “And 
you’ve got oxygen-poor 
water, native species have 
a very difficult time sur-
viving. So we’re not doing 
them any favours. What 
does survive is this sort of 
thing.”

The proposal calls for 
a reduction in the pond’s 
surface area by about a 
third, from 12.8 acres to 
8.6 acres, coupled with an 
increase in depth to a max-
imum of three meters in 
order to cool the water.

“And then we want to 
narrow the area to increase 
the flow and create some 
flow diversity as well,” said 
Ed Gazendam, president 
of Water’s Edge, an envi-
ronmental company hired 
by the Friend of Wellesley 
Pond to provide the design 
plan. “So the plans show 
that there’s a bit of wetland 
that’s being created on the 
side, which tends to min-
imize the area and cause 
flow to go through it a little 
bit more quickly.”

Flanking the boundaries 
of the pond will be pockets 
of wetland, with vegetation 
planted along the pond 
edges providing a buffer 
space – or a riparian barrier 
– to guard the banks from 
erosion and runoff. The 
roots of the planted vegeta-
tion would better hold the 
pond banks in place, while 
also providing a deterrent 
to Canadian geese to loiter 
on the grass.

Public access area would 
also be created along cer-
tain points of the pond’s 
edge as well, providing 
hard, stable surfaces for 
residents to enjoy the 
water. Greater varieties of 
wildlife, clearer, cleaner 

waters and surrounding 
vegetation would be the 
added benefit of the en-
hancement project.

“You don’t want to have 
access all around the pond, 
because that’ just going to 
cause the problems we saw 
before with the eroding 
banks, because then you 
have to cut grass to the 
edge,” explained Gazendam.

“So we just want to focus 
the attention on a certain 
couple of areas and provide 
some hard surfaces that 
allow you to get at the wa-
ter. And even sit there and 
wiggle your feet in the wa-
ter or put a canoe into the 
water – that’s the purpose 
of those things,” he noted, 
adding that the proposed 
pond could still be used for 
community events like the 

fishing derby, ice skating 
and Art Round the Pond.

“This is not stopping it at 
all. It’s making it better and 
allowing for all these op-
portunities to occur,” said 
Gazendam. “There’s going 
to be a park area where 
people can sit on benches 
and have a picnic and take 
wedding pictures. There’ll 
probably be more oppor-
tunities because of the di-
versity of features around 
the pond than there is right 
now.”

A system of trails is also 
envisioned to accompany 
the new green spaces, as 
well as playgrounds and 
other community areas. 
How these spaces will be 
filled, and the types of rec-
reational structures that 
will be put in place, depend 

largely on public input said 
the group.

Friends of Wellesley 
Pond chair Jamie McDer-
mid said the project would 
cost an estimated $1 mil-
lion to complete.

“The largest part of 
the total is the total is for 
the construction of the 
shoreline berms, and the 
excavation of the pond and 
placement of the materials 
behind the berms,” said 
McDermid. “Erosion and 
sediment controls is about 
10 per cent, and the habitat 
enhancements, parkland 
and naturalized areas are 
about 30 per cent.”

The rate of work will 
largely depend on how 
quickly the group is able 
to raise the funds for the 
project. Crucially, the 
Township of Wellesley is 
not providing funding for 
the enhancement project, 
meaning the group will 
have to raise the money 
itself. The municipality 
will still  be responsible 
for maintaining the shore-
lines, however.

The plan proposed at 
Monday’s meeting has 
earned the backing of the 
local Lions Club, which has 
agreed to act as the group’s 
official recipient for grant 
funding. The Grand River 
Conservation Authority, 
which owns the actual pond 
itself, also offered its ap-
proval, noting that the proj-
ect would have a negligible 
impact on the operation of 
the dam or flood control.

“So for ecological rea-
sons, as well as reasons of 
preserving the heritage of 
the village, something has 
to be done to enhance the 
pond, to renovate the pond, 
to make it once again a fea-
ture that we’re proud of,” 
said van der Maas.

is now in the hands of the 
Saudi state-owned oil com-
pany. Lanxess noted that 
“all relevant antitrust au-
thorities have granted the 
necessary approvals for the 
transaction.”

Saudi Arabia and Cana-
da have recently become 
embroiled in a political 
spat over the absolute 
monarchy’s poor human 
rights record, particularly 
with the arrest and subse-
quent torture of women 
campaigning for the right 
to drive cars in the high-

ly patriarchal kingdom, 
as well as the gruesome 
murder of journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi.

Arlanxeo is headquar-
tered in Maastricht, Neth-
erlands. It generated sales 
of around EUR 3.2 billion 
in 2017 and employs about 
3,800 people at 20 produc-
tion sites in nine countries. 
The company produces 
high-performance rubber 
for use in, for example, the 
automotive and tire indus-
tries, the construction in-
dustry, and the oil and gas 
industries.

The public meeting about the Wellesley Pond enhancement project was well attended Monday evening, despite the weather. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

 ■ RESTORATION: Project would form the latest iteration of the manmade pond
FROM 01

A plan for the pond, produced by environmental consulting firm Water’s Edge.

 ■ LANXESS: Speciality division was 
separate from Chemtura properties

FROM 01

VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Rural property owners 
interested in learning how 
to maintain and grow their 
tree coverage may want to 
free up their calendars for 
March 2, as the GRCA of-
fers its free managing trees 
workshop.

Organizers recommend 
signing up in short order 
given the event’s popu-
larity, not to mention the 
growing interest in the 
tree canopies in places like 
Woolwich, which has ad-
opted a greening initiative.

The event is free, but 
pre-registration is required. 
Their focus is teaching at-
tendees strategies for how 
to develop skills and strat-
egies for maintaining trees 
on their property.

This is the fourth year 
the GRCA has hosted the 
workshop, and spokesper-
son Lisa Stocco says that 
spots always fill up fast. On 
Tuesday, there were a re-
ported 25 spots available. 

“It’s a very popular work-
shop,” said Stocco. “There 
will be a fairly broad range 
of topics that will be cov-
ered including cover plant-

GRCA now booking 
spots for free 
managing trees 
workshop aimed at 
rural properties

ing, pruning, tree diseases, 
invasive species, hazard 
trees, forest health. There 
will also be a discussion 
about grant opportunities 
and how trees can help 
support wildlife habitat as 
well.”

It is geared towards rural 
landowners with properties 
larger than 2.5 acres. Land-
owners with properties of 
more than five acres could 
be eligible for funding for 
tree planting or wetland 
creation projects. The 
GRCA will give priority to 
areas directly adjacent to 
watercourses. 

“There may be an out-
door component to the 
workshop if weather per-
mits, which would be a walk 
through a pine plantation 
and hardwood forest,” said 
Stocco. Other topics will 
cover management and 
winter tree identification.

The workshop takes place 
March 2 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the GRCA head of-
fice, 400 Clyde Rd. in Cam-
bridge. Lunch is included. 
To register, visit www.man-
agingtrees2019.eventbrite.
ca, email ruralwater@gran-
driver.ca or call 519-621-
2763, extension 2278.
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KEEPING WATCH FROM THE ARCHIVES 

Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Worried about more flooding this year? More informa-
tion following the meeting of flood co-ordinators from 
the Grand River watershed to be held this afternoon 
(Thursday) at the GRCA Administration Centre (400 
Clyde Rd., Cambridge). The meeting provides updates, 
along with information about the GRCA flood warning 
system, flood response and flood preparations.

Employees at an Elmira pet food plant will soon 
be working under a new banner, after Del Monte 
announced this week it would sell the rights to its 
IVD, Medi-Cal and Techni-Cal brands. Del Monte 
Foods, in conjunction with its subsidiary DLM Foods 
Canada Corp, sold the rights to the various pet food 
brands to France’s Royal Canin for $82.5 million. 

From the Feb. 14, 2004 edition of The Observer

BY STEVE KANNON 
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Efforts to spruce up the 
downtown cores of Elmira 
and St. Jacobs are likely 
to get an equal boost from 
some new provincial fund-
ing, though the business 
group in Elmira has its 
eye on all of the $51,710 

RESEARCH

Janet Martin is a professor at Western University. [SUBMITTED]

New research by Prof. Janet Martin, a Hawkesville native, finds millions of people die 
each year within 30 days of having surgery, with many of the deaths preventable

Sometimes the cure is 
worse than the disease

Provincial funding for downtown improvements

BIA FUNDING | 24

available through Ontario’s 
Main Street Revitalization 
Initiative (OMSRI).

A representative from 
both the Elmira Business 
Improvement Area (BIA) 
and its St. Jacobs coun-
terpart made pitches last 
week to Woolwich council. 

The St. Jacobs BIA wants 
its half – $25,855 – to help 

with the beautification 
tasks it’s taken over from 
Mercedes Corporation as 
it exits the village. The 
Elmira BIA, however, has 
broader plans that include 
streetscaping and facade 
upgrades to the buildings 
downtown.

Bob Wilbur of the St. 
Jacobs BIA said the extra 

funding would allow for 
some “small ‘i’ infrastruc-
ture’ improvements, in-
cluding the replacement 
of deteriorating benches, 
garbage containers and 
flowerboxes. In the past, 
such maintenance issues 
were handled by Mercedes, 
the longtime property and 
business owner in the vil-

lage that had been divest-
ing in recent years prior to 
being sold.

Mercedes withdrawal 
“put us in quite a stage of 
change – we’re trying to 
adapt to that change,” said 
Wilbur, noting the BIA 
doesn’t have the compa-
ny’s resources that used to 
get things done.

For Elmira BIA chair 
John Clay, however, the 
fact that the St. Jacobs 
business group already has 
a larger budget means it 
might be worthwhile to use 
all of the OMSRI funding to 
support his organization’s 
more aggressive plan.

“I do feel that Elmira is in 

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

A new study by a local re-
searcher offered a disturb-
ing discovery about the 
global death toll, finding 
surgeries intended to save 
lives may just cost them 
instead.

Approximately 4.2 
million people die with-
in 30 days after surgery 
every year, making that 
the third-leading cause of 
death worldwide.

This number exceeds to-
tal deaths caused from in-
fectious diseases including 
tuberculosis, HIV and ma-
laria at 2.97 million, found 
the article co-written by 
Hawkesville native Janet 
Martin, an associate profes-
sor at the Schulich School 
of Medicine & Dentistry at 
Western University.

“The degree to which 
this has been flying under 
the radar surprised me,” 
said Martin. “But now that 
we have these numbers, it’s 
almost like it’s time for a 
global outrage. Just to say 

‘Whoa. We actually need to 
sit up and pay attention to 
this.’”

“Surgery has been the ‘ne-
glected stepchild’ of global 
health and has received a 
fraction of the investment 
put into treating infectious 
diseases such as malaria,” 
added Dmitri Nepogodiev, 
research fellow at the Uni-
versity of Birmingham in 
the United Kingdom and 
co-author on the paper.

The University of West-
ern and University of 
Birmingham researchers 
also collaborated with the 
University of Cape Town in 
South Africa to publish the 
research findings in one of 
the world’s leading medical 
journals, the Lancet, in ear-
ly February. 

In particular, low- and 
middle-income countries 
account for approximately 
50 per cent of the postop-
erative surgical deaths, 
where surgery is less ac-
cessible. About 313 million 
operations are performed 
each year, making the mor-

RESEARCH | 04

WELLESLEY PUBLIC SCHOOL

Police investigating 
troubling graffiti 
at Wellesley PS

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Police continue to investi-
gate the spray-painting last 
week of threatening graffiti 
on a portable at Wellesley 
Public School. 

A swastika, profanity and 
racial slurs accompanied 
the threat spray painted on 
multiple areas of the school 
including windows, doors, 
bricks, and both play-
grounds. Waterloo Region-
al Police were contacted 
immediately following the 
discovery on February 4, 
and school staff began the 
process of covering up the 
content with garbage bags 
and more spray paint. 

“Staff arrived at school 
and found graffiti that was 
written on the exterior 
walls of the school, much 
of which was described 
as ‘hate-based’ language, 
and then there was a men-
tion of a threat against the 
school at a future date,” 
said Alana Russell, spokes-
person for the Waterloo 
Region District School 
Board.

While the graffiti is 

being investigated as a 
“hate-motivated crime,” 
police determined that 
there was no imminent 
danger and continued to 
operate the school business 
as usual. All of the graffiti 
was removed by the end of 
the day, but a local parent, 
Sarah Demerling, said she 
did not find out about the 
threats until two days later. 

“[Myself] and several 
other parents were upset 
that the school failed to 
mention a shooting threat 
until two days later,” said 
Demerling. “We should 
have been informed so we 
could have made the choice 
to send our children or not. 
Even if the police cleared it 
and deemed it safe, we as 
parents should have been 
given the choice.”

A letter from the WRPS 
was sent out to parents on 
February 4 outlining that 
vandalism had occurred on 
school property and anoth-
er was delivered on Tues-
day, but did not mention 
the threatening remarks 
in the graffiti. Russell 
acknowledged that these 

GRAFFITI | 05
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tality rate 30 days after sur-
gery at 0.013 per cent. 

“We really think that 
it’s such a preventable 
problem and such an easy 
solution in many cases,” 
said Martin, a graduate of 
Elmira District Secondary 
School. “It’s not rocket sci-
ence. The fact is that there 
hasn’t been a lot of atten-
tion on it. 

“We know [solutions] 
are possible because we’ve 
implemented them in our 
high-income countries. 

And we’ve brought the risk 
of mortality down to really 
low levels in high-income 
countries where these sys-
tems are adequately imple-
mented.”

The research took all 
types of surgeries that re-
quire a patient to undergo 
anaesthesia into account 
– for example, dental sur-
geries and minor skin sur-
geries would not apply.

“The most common type 
of surgical emergency that 
arises worldwide is the 
need for C-sections,” said 

Martin. “There you have 
a critical situation and if 
you don’t have supplies on 
hand to keep the mother 
resuscitated or to resusci-
tate her if she starts losing 
blood – so you need some 
type of blood bank supply 
and fluid supply intrave-
nously to manage.”

She also stressed the 
importance of having 
sterile surgical equipment 
on hand for that type of 
situation – straightforward 
measures that would have 
a huge impact globally.

As Valentine’s Day arrives, 
the RCMP is asking Cana-
dians to be cautious when 
searching for that special 
someone online.  Known 
as “romance scams,” some 
760 victims in Canada re-
ported losses of more than 
$22.5 million to the Cana-
dian Anti-Fraud Centre last 
year, surpassing all other 
types of fraud.    

Scammers are capitalis-
ing on the vulnerability of 
those looking for love or 
companionship to extract 
significant amounts of 
money from their victims, 
police note. The fraudsters 
typically create enticing 
profiles on well-known 
dating websites or social 
media platforms to lure 

P O L I C E  R E P O R T
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 ■ 2:40 AM | Emergency 
services responded to the 
area of Northfield Drive East 
and Hill Street east of Elmira 
for a collision involving a milk 
truck and a farm tractor. Both 
vehicles were travelling north 
on Northfield Drive East when 
the milk truck struck the trac-
tor from behind. The operator 
of the tractor, a 46-year-old 
Woolwich Township man, was 
transported to hospital where 
he was later pronounced 
deceased. The cause of 
the collision is still under 
investigation. Anyone with 

Love's got nothing to do with it; beware of romance scams

victims into online rela-
tionships.  As the relation-
ship continues over time, 
the scammers build trust 
with their victim before 
asking for money under 
any number of pretences.  

Sadly, the greater the 
trust gained by the fraud-
ster, the greater the losses 
suffered by most victims.  

Police offer a few tips to 
avoid falling prey to online 
romance scams: 

Be skeptical when chat-
ting with an individual 
who claims to live nearby 
but is currently overseas 
for work (this can be a set-
up to ask for money later). 

Be suspicious if they re-
fuse or continuously cancel 
video chats and in person 

meetings. 
Be wary when someone 

you’ve never met in person 
professes their love. 

Scammers may also ask 
for help covering the cost 
of an emergency situation, 
such as a sick family mem-
ber. Protect yourself by 
never, under any circum-
stances, sending money for 
any reason. 

If you believe you have 
been a victim of this scam:

Contact your bank and 
place a stop payment on 
any cheque or money 
transfer. 

Report it to your local 
police. 

File a report with the Ca-
nadian Anti-Fraud Centre 
(CAFC).

information is encouraged to 
call the Traffic Services Unit 
at 519-570-9777, ext. 8792 of 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477.

FEBRUARY 8

 ■ 1:45 PM | Wellington Coun-
ty OPP responded to a serious 
multi-vehicle collision on 
Highway 6 just south of Arthur. 
It was reported that a number 
of vehicles had collided 
during white-out conditions. A 
66-year-old Dundalk man was 
pronounced dead at scene. 
Four others received non-life 
threatening injuries and were 

transported to local hospitals. 
OPP investigators are continu-
ing to look for the driver of 
the “white cube van” possibly 
with frontend damage that 
was involved in this collision 
and are asking for the public’s 
assistance.  If you have any 
information about this incident 
please contact the Wellington 
County OPP at 1-888-310-1122. 
Should you wish to remain 
anonymous, you may call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 (TIPS) or submit a tip 
online at www.csgw.tips. You 
may be eligible for a reward 
from Crime Stoppers of up to 
$2,000.

Freezing rain and icy road conditions were the cause of a rollover February 12 on Line 86 near Manser Road in Lin-
wood.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

 ■ RESEARCH: Better statistics and healthcare reporting would be helpful in pinpointing the problem areas
FROM 03 “Our goal is to have sur-

gery as safe and effective as 
possible and to have good 
decision-making up front, 
so we know how to mini-
mize all of those risks going 
in,” said Martin. “And if 
the risk is too great, then 
to reconsider if surgery is 
the best option in the first 
place. That’s another real-
ly heated set of decisions 
that need to be better re-
searched.”

Currently, an estimat-
ed 4.8 billion people lack 

timely access to safe and 
affordable surgery world-
wide. There is an annual 
unmet need for some 143 
types of procedures in 
low- and middle-income 
countries.

While it used all the pub-
licly available information 
data that was available 
to estimate these rates, 
reports of postoperative 
deaths are only available 
for 29 countries. 

“We had to use data that 
was available,” said Martin. 

“There’s a limited number 
of countries around the 
world that makes this data 
accessible. It really varies 
when we break it down by 
individual types of surgery, 
because some individual 
types of surgeries have 
much greater variation in 
the risk of mortality within 
30 days.”

The leading cause of 
death worldwide is due to 
ischaemic heart disease 
at 9.4 million, followed by 
stroke at 5.8 million.

A MUSICAL WINTERLUDE

The WMC in Elmira was home to a family-friendly outing Saturday as the KW Symphony put on a "Footprints in the Snow" 
concert and storytelling session aimed at a young audience.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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threats should have been 
emphasized earlier.

“We appreciate that there 
is anxiety around that and 
that there was a threat in-
cluded within the graffiti 
– and we should have em-
phasized that in our initial 
communication – but we’ve 
taken steps since then to 
communicate with parents 
and give them more infor-
mation around the content 
of the message.”

Police believe that the 
incident took place some-
time over the weekend, 
sometime between Febru-
ary 2 and 3 after dark. Both 
the WRPS and school board 
say there are taking the 
threats seriously and are 
taking action in light of the 
threats. 

“There will be an in-
creased police presence at 
the school,” said WRPS Cst. 
André Johnson. “There 
is also a rural community 
resource officer who has 

been engaged with the 
school as well, and we’ll 
continue to follow up with 
school officials and contin-
ue to appeal for anybody 
with information to come 
forward.

“We’re encouraging par-
ents and caregivers to use 
this as an opportunity to 
talk to their children about 
the dangers of writing such 
intimidating, hurtful and 
threatening messages.”

For context, police noted 
there were 42 instances 
of hate-related graffiti in 

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

The St. Clements Wild 
Goats FIRST LEGO League 
team stepped up their 
game at their first provin-
cial competition this year, 
snagging the mechanical 
design award.

“We weren’t expecting 
that when they announced 
it; they were so excited and 
they ran up, high-fived 
all the judges in a big row 
in the gym there, and got 
their picture taken at the 
end there,” said team coach 
Jason Jantzi. “It was pretty 
amazing.”

Eight local kids from 
Grades 4-8 had been 
practicing for months in 
preparation for the com-
petition, the FIRST LEGO 
League Provincials (West), 
which took place this past 
weekend on February 9 
at the University of Wa-
terloo. Some 40 teams 
from across the province 
came out to compete with 
their autonomous LEGO 
Mindstorm-constructed 
robots. Each group has two 
minutes and 30 seconds 
to complete as many tasks 
with their robot as possible. 
They have several tries to 
do so, and their best round 
counts as their score.

The Wild Goats team 
competed in previous com-
petitions with their robot, 
Billy the Goat. They made 
sure to practice relentlessly 
beforehand, adding several 
tweaks and modifications 
to their robot. 

“They had the same 
robot; they added a few 
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Waterloo Region in 2018. 
It is not unheard of, with 
Russell citing several con-
secutive instances that 
occurred in the spring of 
last year.

Huron Heights Sec-
ondary School, Cameron 
Heights Collegiate Institute 
and Glenview Park Second-
ary School are all examples 
of schools affected by simi-
lar incidents.

“We’re careful to balance 
the seriousness of these 
types of things, along with 
putting attention onto 

something that somebody 
might be seeking the atten-
tion for, as was the case we 
found last spring,” said Rus-
sell. “Regardless, we have to 
take these situations really 
seriously, and we do.”

Spray painting has also 
occurred in Wellesley 
before, with several inci-
dents taking place over the 
summertime. In previous 
incidents, there was no 
threatening or hateful mes-
sage attached. The identity 
of the culprit(s) was not 
determined.   

“The other incidents 
were at the park by the 
pond back. The wall by the 
bridge and the play equip-
ment – it was mostly Nir-
vana lyrics though,” said 
Demerling, referring to the 
band.

Anyone with informa-
tion about this incident 
is encouraged to contact 
police at 519-570-9777 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-8477.

 ■ GRAFFITI: Police are looking into the case as a "hate-motivated crime"
FROM 03

Wild Goats score the mechanical design award
St. Clements Lego club brings home some hardware at provincial robotics competition

extra missions onto it,” 
explained Jantzi. “They 
also added a menu system 
to make it a little bit faster 
to implement. The judges 
were pretty impressed with 
their original robot design 
and their menu system.”

The team ended up 
placing 17/40 in the day-
long event, obtaining their 
best score of 109 in the 
first round. A team called 
the Canadian Circadians 
scored the top spot with 
288 points and is the sole 
team moving on to the 
world competition.  

There were many com-
ponents to the event 
including practices, cere-
monies, and presentations. 
Team member Hudson 
Jantzi says the process was 
a real learning experience.

“I felt like we learned 
some pretty good stuff 
when we were there 
through working on our 

robot and presentations,” 
said Hudson Jantzi. “Our 
presentation was about 
growing strawberries in 
space. We also had another 
presentation about our ro-
bot design, which we won 
the award in.”

The presentation compo-
nent covers research prob-
lems faced by today’s sci-
entists, challenging team 
members to come up with 
a creative solution and 
present it effectively. It is 
another component of the 
FIRST LEGO League along 
with the robot design.

There was a full house 
present at the competition, 
with hundreds of attend-
ees and judges watching 
the performances. But the 
group did not let the pres-
sure phase them. 

“It’s amazing what they 
learned,” added Jason 
Jantzi. “A lot of them knew 
nothing about robots or 

programming, so they 
learned a lot in that aspect. 
And even for the presen-
tations, having to answer 
questions on the spot ... a 
lot of members came out 
of their shell I noticed and 
were just open to answer-
ing questions.”

This was the team’s first 
year in the FIRST LEGO 
League team, taking part 
in a series of competitions. 
The young members saw 
the event as a learning ex-
perience, and are looking 
forward to continuing the 
tradition in the future. 

“It’s amazing how much 
you learn and what you can 
even apply the next year,” 
said Jason Jantzi. “Just see-
ing what some of the other 
teams did for their projects 
gave us new ideas of differ-
ent things to do and how to 
make ourselves better. I’m 
pretty sure everyone will be 
doing it again next year.”

There are two other local 
FIRST LEGO Teams, the 
Elmira Space Chickens and 
the St. Jacobs Super Sting-
ers. It provides an oppor-
tunity for team members 
to bond with one another 
and other groups in the 
community, in addition to 
teaching them program-
ming, problem-solving and 
public speaking skills.

“It doesn’t even feel like 
work because they’re hav-
ing fun,” said Jantzi. “The 
EDSS team mentored the 
kids from there, and the 
Space Chickens team also 

provided some of the solar 
panels so they could do oth-
er missions – it was good 
to have them involved. So 
there’s a lot of camaraderie 
between the teams. It’s a 
friendly competition.”

There are four divisions 
of FIRST, depending on the 
age group. Other divisions 
include LEGO League Ju-
nior for kindergarten to 
Grade 4, Tech Challenge 
for Grades 7-12, then the 
Robotics Competition for 
Grades 9-12.

For more information, vis-
it www.firstlegoleague.org. 

The St. Clements Wild Goats FIRST LEGO League scored the mechanical design trophy during their competition in Water-
loo on February 9. Team members are Beth Alpaugh, Tanner Cheng, Brooklyn Alpaugh, Connor Cheng, Connor Jantzi, 
Tyler MacDonald, Hudson Jantzi and Kayia MacDonald.   [DAVID ELLIS]

Staff quickly covered up graffiti at Wellesley PS. [SARAH DEMERLING]
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SNC-Lavalin scandal indicative of corporate culture, politics
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

Bribery. Corruption. 
Words now equally as 
applicable to the feder-

al government as they are to 
SNC-Lavalin (and most other 
large corporations that make 
a business of lobbying weak 
politicians).

Trudeau is under scrutiny 
now for allegations the Prime 
Minister’s Office put pressure 
on Jody Wilson-Raybould, at 
the time justice minister and 
attorney general, to essentially 
drop charges against SNC-La-
valin, the Quebec-based engi-
neering and construction firm. 

Equally troubling, the way 
to circumvent the criminal 
charges related to bribery of 
government officials in Libya 
– and not Lavalin’s first rodeo 
– was a so-called “remediation 
agreement” inserted under the 
radar as part of the 2018 budget 

omnibus bill. The new option 
would see a company pay fines 
to compensate for any wrong-
doings, without admitting to 
such wrongdoings, facing a trial 
or legal convictions. 

The company seems to have 
spent a few years lobbying for 
the deferred prosecution option 
to be included in the Criminal 
Code. The efforts paid off. Sure-
ly because of the inherent value 
of the legal option, not because 
it donated hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to the Liberals 
over the years, including more 
than $100,000 it later admitted 
was illegal and the party had to 
return.

Of course, the fact the com-
pany is based in Quebec and 
the fates of thousands of em-
ployees would be up in the air 
if it were forced to shut down 
because of a conviction didn’t 

come into play, either. Particu-
larly as it’s an election year. 

The growing scandal emerged 
after Wilson-Raybould was 
demoted in a cabinet shuffle, 
with speculation arising that 
was the result of her refusal to 
a soft-ball treatment of Lavalin 
despite pressure from the PMO. 
This week, she resigned from 
cabinet entirely and retained 
the services of a former Su-
preme Court judge. 

Something is brewing, and 
that something isn’t anything 
good. 

Unfortunately, this kind of 
thing is commonplace; corpo-
rate greed, intense lobbying, 
politicians for sale and zero 
accountability – it’s a combi-
nation we’ve seen many times. 
Successive politicians cam-
paign on cleaning up the past, 
closing loopholes and govern-

ing differently. In the end, they 
all disappoint, and then the sys-
tem disappoints us even more 
by failing to jail or even punish 
them remotely in line with the 
crimes they’ve committed. 

While the details of the 
SNC-Lavalin issue have yet to 
be known, we have a good idea 
where this leads. And we can 
be pretty sure, no matter how 
many mea culpas may surface, 
that there will be no substantial 
changes made to protect the 
public against unethical, illegal 
corporate actions or the self-in-
terested politicians who back 
them. 

We need only look at the 
United States to see a system 
corrupted by large donors, lob-
byists and groups attempting to 
bypass the intent of democratic 
principles.

The goal of such politicians is 

to avoid being indicted for their 
offenses and to fool enough of 
the electorate in order to stay in 
power at least long enough to 
collect a pension and latch on 
to the public teat indefinitely, 
ideally double-dipping with a 
patronage appointment. Better 
still if there’s corporate money 
continuing to line their pock-
ets, shifting from campaign do-
nations to plum board appoint-
ments or lobbying gigs that 
skirt laughingly inadequate 
regulations – ethics being only 
a suggestion.

A harsh outlook on our polit-
ical system? Perhaps, but a cer-
tain skepticism – a great deal of 
it, actually – is what’s needed 
rather than the apathy and inat-
tentiveness politicians and bu-
reaucrats count on to let them 
get away with poor governance 
and equally poor conduct.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

Last week, Donald 
Trump said: “It should 
be announced, prob-

ably sometime next week, 
that we will have 100% of 
the (ISIS) caliphate.” Well, 
it is next week now, and by 
the weekend Trump will 
probably have made exact-
ly that announcement. He 
will be right, too: ISIS as a 
major threat has been de-
feated for good.

Various other people, 
mostly in Washington, will 
hasten to point out that 
ISIS is far from defunct as 
an organization. It is losing 
the last of the territory it 
once held, but it carried 
out lots of terrorist attacks 
before it controlled any 
territory. It will continue 
to do so after it has lost it 
all again. You can’t ‘defeat’ 
terrorism; you can only 

ISIS likely to return 
to terrorist action

contain it.
ISIS (Islamic state in Iraq 

and Syria) was a group that 
broke away from Osama 
bin Laden’s original fun-
damentalist jihadi organi-
zation, al-Qaeda, and the 
main reason for the rupture 
was that some members 
thought the time was ripe 
to create an actual Islamic 
caliphate. Bin Laden dis-
agreed, so they defied him 
and created ‘Islamic State’ 
anyway.

At its peak, in mid-2015, 

Ever the romantic, the taxman is more than happy to see people high on love today.

“If anyone in the PMO tried to pressure the Attorney 
General to intervene and stop the prosecution of 
SNC-Lavalin, they violated the federal ethics law, 
and so a full, independent investigation is needed. 
Ethics Commissioner Dion should not be ruling on any 
situations involving Liberals as he was hand-picked 
by the Trudeau cabinet through a secretive, very 
questionable process, and so he should delegate the 
investigation to a provincial ethics commissioner.” 

Duff Conacher of Democracy Watch

52.6% of young people ages 15-29 who were not in em-
ployment, education or training (NEET) in September 
had worked or attended school as their main activity 
in the previous 12 months. Physical or mental health 
problems prevented about 1 in 10 NEET youth (11.5%) 
from working, going to school, or having another main 
activity. Caring for children was reported as a common 
main activity among women aged 25 to 29 (38.8%). 

Statistics 
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Appetite grows to challenge political and economic status quo

Much of what’s being la-
belled as socialism in the 
U.S. as contenders jockey 

for the Democratic party leader-
ship is just run-of-the-mill politics 
here. The likes of single-payer 
health care are not contentious 
here, notwithstanding attempts, 
real or imagined, to introduce 
two-tier medicine via privatiza-
tion.

Though Republicans in the 
U.S. attempt to use the word as a 
pejorative, socialism is actually 
garnering more support, espe-
cially among younger Americans. 
Though ignorance and blind parti-
sanship still reign supreme, more 
people are becoming aware that 
the system is rigged against them, 
economically and politically – the 
corruption is in many ways worse 
than some of the most odious to-
talitarian states on the planet. 

Take, for instance, the issue 
of Trump’s one “success” since 
taking office: massive tax cuts. It 
was clear to anyone even partially 
awake that the benefits went to 
corporations and the wealthy, 
with average taxpayers eventually 
facing increases and yet more 
hardships due to the large increas-
es in the debt and deficits. Among 
those who believed the lies, there’s 
a growing recognition they were 
gamed, however: tax filings are 
already showing millions of Amer-
icans will see smaller tax refunds 
this year, the result of changes to 
withholdings that saw a few dol-
lars added to workers’ paycheques 
throughout the year that went 
unnoticed. People are noticing 
now, and there’s a backlash.

Building on the Bernie Sanders 
campaign for the 2016 elections, 
Democratic contenders are speak-
ing openly about higher taxes on 
corporations and the wealthy, 
electoral reform (the U.S. system is 
rife with gerrymandering and vot-
er suppression) and a better social 
safety net.

The potential of a leftward shift 
in the U.S. is intriguing. 

Many of the topics discussed 
in the States are already com-
monplace here – universal health 
care, affordable schooling, even 
election finance controls, all be 
they nowhere near enough – but 

Canadians aren’t having the kind 
of conversation about equality 
and oligarchs that have emerged 
from the Democratic race. The 
election of Justin Trudeau here 
was to have delivered a change in 
the political culture, but the party 
went ahead and signed the harm-
ful trade deals, nixed electoral 
reform and appears to give only 
lip service to the falling standard 
of living experienced by most 
Canadians, despite the ongoing 
rhetoric about supporting the 
middle class.

The talk of an oligarchy, of pol-
itics run by the moneyed class, is 
novel in the mainstream, though 
the U.S. media is doing everything 
it can to marginalize the message, 
especially as it applies to financial 
regulation and removing money 
from politics. Still, that message 
resonates with many, particularly 
young people. Plenty of people 
haven’t forgotten the 2008 melt-
down, the Occupy movement 
and the downturn that continues 
today, the product of decades of 

decline.
More and more of us see the 

intertwined political and financial 
systems working against the com-
mon good.

Simply put, there is a growing 
dissatisfaction with corporate 
capitalism. Much of the change of 
tone comes with the realization 
that the current system is failing 
the majority.

The goal is essentially rein-
venting democracy. Well, really, 
restoring democracy to its original 
intent: widespread and decentral-
ized decision-making in the pub-
lic good rather than the top down, 
hierarchical structure prevalent 
today.

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

Despite the efforts of those in 
power, including the politicians 
they own and the corporate me-
dia, too, there’s more attention be-
ing paid to our worsening plight, 
encouraging 99 per cent of the 
population to take action against 
the greed and corruption of the 
other one per cent.

Increasingly, there’s an aware-
ness of the self-interest involved 
in those making public policy. Pol-
iticians have been both promoting 
and pandering to that attitude. 
In the U.S., Donald Trump was 
clearly lying about every populist 
promise he made, and we’re a long 
way from the sunny ways Trudeau 
campaigned on four years ago. 

Ideally, it’s dawning on people 
on both sides of the border that 
they’re being conned.

It’s telling that democratic so-
cialism is a topic of conversation 
in the U.S. Canada already has a 
more progressive system, but is 
not immune to oligarchies (think 
of the lack of accountability of 
the big banks and telecoms), cor-

ruption and attempts to bypass 
democracy. 

While the social safety net is 
larger here, at least for now, Can-
ada, like the U.S. and much of the 
rest of the world, could certainly 
use a wakeup call that the current 
economic system isn’t sustain-
able. 

If enough people are showing 
their disapproval and/or signalling 
what they’d really like to see in 
Washington, the policies of those 
considered outsiders will eventu-
ally make their way into the plat-
forms of Democrats and Republi-
cans. The goal of those politicians 
is to gain power, after all. They’ll 
do whatever it is they think they 
have to do in order to win. Today, 
that’s typically done unethically 
through big money, lobbying, 
scare tactics and disingenuous 
calls to patriotism, religion and 
similar touchstones. 

Change is very much needed 
in the harmful economic system, 
where the solution is to reduce or 
eliminate what is referred to as the 
phantom economy – much of the 
financial sector – which produces 
nothing but has grown from an 
adjunct of the real economy of 
goods and services to the largest 
part of our economy. Critics also 
advocate local, people-centric 
economies, a human scale we can 
understand. It’s an idea that dove-
tails with what environmental 
groups have been saying for years 
about buying locally produced 
goods, for instance.

Until recently, criticisms lev-
elled by advocates of change were 
routinely dismissed as socialist or 
utopian dreaming. Today, to a cer-
tain extent, we’re all socialists, as 
witnessed by governments bailing 
out many sectors of the economy 
post-2008.

Given that the economy is in 
flux, and that the status quo has 
been failing us for decades, now is 
certainly to time to make changes. 
Or at least to ask questions and 
have a discussion about following 
a better path – we know there are 
better ideas out there, and prof-
iteering oligarchs, making gains 
on the backs of the middle class, 
are proof that what’s being done 
today will only harm us.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

Islamic State controlled 
around half the territory 
of both Syria and Iraq and 
ruled over more than seven 
million people. It looked 
impressive, but it was only 
possible because the Syrian 
government was fighting 
(and, at that point, losing) 
a civil war, while Iraq was 
greatly weakened after the 
withdrawal of American 
troops.

Later in 2015, Russia 
intervened on the side of 
the Syrian regime, which 
has now won its civil war, 
and the return of American 
troops to Iraq enabled that 
government to recover all 

its territory by mid-2017. 
The last villages in Syria 
that were once part of 
Islamic State will be recap-
tured this week, whereup-
on Trump will bring the 
U.S. troops in Syria home 
– and the surviving ISIS 
fighters will revert to sim-
ple terrorism.

Bin Laden was right: 
ISIS’s great mistake was to 
create a target, an actual 
state, that could be suc-
cessfully attacked by an 
army. Various armies duly 
did just that, and now Is-
lamic State is gone – while 
al-Qaeda, the parent orga-
nization, carries on.  But it 
no longer uses that name in 

Syria, as it attracts unwel-
come Western attention. 

For years al-Qaeda’s 
Syrian branch called itself 
al-Nusra, and now it trades 
as Hayat Tahrir al-Sham 
(Organization for the 
Liberation of the Levant), 
but it is still al-Qaeda in 
all but name. And there is 
one place in Syria where 
al-Qaeda does control 
territory despite the late 
bin Laden’s views: Idlib 
province in the north-west, 
hard up against the Turk-
ish border.

The Idlib enclave came 
into being more or less by 
default, because that was 
where Syrian rebel groups 

were sent when they sur-
rendered to Assad’s govern-
ment elsewhere in Syria. 
As a result the province’s 
population has doubled to 
three million people, and 
over the past year al-Qaeda 
has fought a series of small 
wars that brought all the 
other rebel groups there 
under its control.

So Al-Qaeda in Idlib 
now controls a border, has 
significant resources, and 
commands around 50,000 
fighting men. It is a state 
for all practical purposes, 
although for doctrinal rea-
sons al-Qaeda avoids using 
the term – and as a state it 
is an appropriate target for 

 ■ DYER:  ISIS will lose all of its territory, but it will it will take some time and political effort to get there
FROM 6 an army to destroy. When 

will that happen?
It depends on when Rus-

sia and Turkey decide to 
do something about it. The 
Turkish government used 
to support various rebel 
Islamist militias against 
Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad, but all its local 
allies have now been sub-
jugated by al-Qaeda, which 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan is much 
less enthusiastic about.

Russia has never sup-
ported any Islamist forces 
and would happily help 
Assad to take back all of 
Idlib tomorrow. However, 
Moscow currently hopes to 

detach Turkey from NATO 
and turn it into an ally, and 
therefore probably won’t 
move against al-Qaeda un-
til Erdogan gives it a green 
light. That may take some 
time.

So it could be a year yet 
before the wars that have 
ravaged the greater Middle 
East since the American 
invasions of Afghanistan 
in 2001 and Iraq in 2003 
finally die down, but it will 
come. And as the flood-
waters recede the political 
landscape will re-emerge 
almost unchanged, apart 
from a little more democ-
racy in Iraq and quite a lot 
less in Turkey. 
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SNOW DAYS SPORTING SICKNESS

We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: www.observerxtra.com/score

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

The weather has been wreaking havoc on the high 
school sports calendar, with all Waterloo County 
Secondary School Athletic Association (WCSSAA) 
games cancelled twice in the last week, forcing the 
rescheduling of league and playoff games.

Employee absenteeism after major sports events like 
the Super Bowl is on the rise, suggests a new survey. 
More than one-third of professionals (37%) know 
someone who's called in sick or made an excuse for 
skipping work following a big game. In a separate 
survey, 46% of senior managers identified playing 
hooky the day after as the most distracting or annoy-
ing employee behaviour when it comes to sports, a 
24-point jump from a similar survey in 2017.

Compr ess ion  Socks
Any st y le,  colour,  or  s ize  –  our  Pedor thists  provide a  

profess ional  consultat ion to  measure and fit  you for  your  
custom and over  the counter  compress ion sock needs.

SOS Phy s iot he rapy  (Elmira)
3 Wyatt  St . E. , Suite  2
Elmira, ON N3B 2H4

Tel  (519)  669-1212

Woolwich  Phy s iot he rapy
8-25 Indust r ia l  Dr ive
Elmira, ON N3B 3K3
Tel  (519)  669-2578

www.k imbe r l y r au . c om

The Kings had an energetic start to last Sunday’s match at the WMC against Brantford, scoring three 
goals in the first period. While the 99ers rallied to force overtime, Elmira emerged victorious by a score of 
5-4.   [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Late comeback erases lead, but game ends less than a minute into the extra frame

Sugar Kings need overtime 
to edge out Brantford

BY VERONICA REINER

Given that it was their lone 
game of the week, the El-
mira Sugar Kings may not 
have been too tired to play 
past the usual 60 minutes, 
but they likely wouldn’t 
have expected to need 
overtime against Brantford. 

Still, that was the case 
last Sunday night as the 
Kings played host to the 
seventh-place 99ers (10-30-
1-3), posting a 5-4 win.

The Kings remain in 
fourth place in the Greater 
Ontario Junior Hockey 
League’s Midwestern Con-
ference with 54 points (25-
13-1-3), just a point ahead of 
the Kitchener Dutchmen.

Before the game, there 
was also a cheque presen-
tation of $7,400, given to 
the Woolwich Sledge Hock-
ey team courtesy of the El-
mira Sugar Kings for their 
charity game. The action 
began soon after. 

Elmira may have won the 
match, but it was Brant-
ford who drew first blood 
at 5:08 on a power play in 
the first period. The Sugar 
Kings responded quickly 
and with three times the 
force, wrapping up the pe-
riod with three consecutive 
goals. Tyson Hillier (Jonah 
Burley) potted the first at 
7:02, followed by Harrison 
Toms at 11:41. Damian 
Figueira and Mason Mc-
Mahon picked up assists. 
Jeremey Goodwin (James 
Valente, Jacob Black) 
scored one more for good 
measure at 12:20. Things 
were looking good for the KINGS | 10

JUNIOR B HOCKEY

As I write this, I am 
anticipating what 
could be the storm of 

the century – but enough 
about Valentine’s Day. We 
also have a lot of snow in 
the forecast.

If you ask me, a good 
snow storm is just what 
the doctor ordered. For 
without at least one good 
dump of snow each winter, 
I would have a hard time 
justifying my ongoing 
campaign for a dogsled, six 
huskies and a really cool 
nickname like “Yukon.”

That’s why I’m excited to 
hear that we might get as 
much as 35 centimetres of 
snow within the next day 
or two. This would mean 
that, for the first time 
ever, people would look at 
me and say, “Huh, you’re 
wearing snowshoes. What a 
smart idea!”

This, by the way, is a 
phrase that has been ut-
tered less than half a dozen 
times since the invention 
of the snowshoe. And five 
of those incidents probably 
happened in the waiting 
rooms of American mili-
tary doctors who were eval-
uating people who were 
trying to avoid the draft.

The point here is that 
with 35 centimetres of 
snow in the offing, snow-
shoes would not just be a 
failed fashion accessory or 
a prop to confirm mental 
instability. They would ac-
tually prove useful.

This is the greatest 
dream of every snowshoe 
owner. For each and every 
person who owns a set of 
snowshoes harbors a per-
verse fantasy in which he 

All the snow 
makes winter fun  

a shoe-in 

or she saves the town by 
using snowshoes to make 
it to “Doc’s place” to get 
medical supplies and pro-
visions. 

Somewhere along the 
way, the snowshoe wear-
er would outrun a pack 
of wolves, have a bare 
knuckle boxing match 
with a polar bear, develop 
a grudging mutual respect 
and friendship that will 
come in handy later, cross 
a questionable creek, build 
a lifesaving fire with half a 
match and rescue a comely 
heroine who was, for some 
reason, tied to the railway 
tracks. Needless to say, this 
is entirely implausible, pri-
marily because our railway 
system is not what it used 
to be.

Nevertheless, most of us 
will still take the 35 centi-
metres of snow. After all, 
that’s the kind of snow that 
buries snow shovels, makes 
roads impassable, renders 
igloo building prudent and 
closes mountain passes. 
Put that way, I think we can 
all agree this is a glorious 
thing.

Even more important, 
whenever we get any large 
amounts of snow, we get an 
opportunity to explain to 
Americans what the centi-
metre amount equates to in 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT SO GREAT OUTDOORSMAN 

GALEA | 09

Kings with a 3-1 advantage 
headed into the second.

Brantford came back 
with a quick goal just 48 
seconds into the second 
stanza. Elmira was deter-
mined to keep them down, 
with Hunter Dubecki re-
turning the favour at 14:40. 
Ivan Brewer and Anthony 
Azzano assisted. This made 
it a comfortable 4-2 lead 

headed into the final pe-
riod.

There was some back and 
forth with shots on goal 
and a few penalties, but the 
final frame was relatively 
uneventful until the final 
moments. Brantford upped 
their game with less than 
three minutes to go, opting 
to pull the goalie for an ex-
tra attacker. This strategy 

worked in their favour, as 
they scored one at 17:28 
and another quickly after 
at 17:43. 

After having the lead for 
the majority of the game, 
things were looking dicey 
for the Kings, with the 
quick reversal of fortune 
pulling the game into over-
time.
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/lb

$3.99
$3.99

CHICKEN LEGS

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - NOON

Sunday
CLOSED

HOURS:

FEATURE ITEM:

 

/lb

/lb
$3.29

Reg.$4.99/lb

Reg.$4.09 /lb

Reg.$3.55/lb

Reg.$4.50/lbPIZZA LOAF
DELI SLICED

PORK STEW

GROUND TURKEY

/lb

$1.99

SPRING SESSION
Recreational and Competitive Programs Offered 

For Ages 16 Months & Up

11 WEEKS
March 18 – May 30, 2019

FOR INFORMATION ON
PROGRAMS, GYM CALENDAR, BIRTHDAY PARTIES AND REGISTRATION 

CHECKOUT OUR WEBSITE www.woolwichgymnastics.com
CALL 519.669.2227 or EMAIL wgcregistrar@gmail.com

97 EARL MARTIN DRIVE, UNIT #2, ELMIRA

Please note that all programs are subject to availability and sufficient enrollment.

NEW ONLINE REGISTRATION
Begins February 13 @ 8pm and 

Closes March 3 @ 8pm 
Deadline for spring registration is March 3, 2019.

Payment must accompany registration

HIGH SCHOOL HOCKEY

The EDSS girls continued their winning ways against SJAM in the WCSSAA hock-
ey quarter-finals, played Monday at the WMC. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

EDSS girls’ hockey team keeps on rolling through a strong year
An almost perfect regular season was followed by a quarter-final win in the WCSSAA playoffs

Up 3-0 in playoffs against Centennials, Wellesley prepares for game four tonight in Ayr

Jacks one win away from sweeping through first round

BY FAISAL ALI

The Wellesley Applejacks 
are one win away from 
sweeping their series against 
the Ayr Centennials and ad-
vancing to the second round 
of the Provincial Junior 
Hockey League playoffs. 

The past week saw the 
team post two more wins to 
take a 3-0 lead in the best-
of-seven series.

If the last week was any-
thing to go by, the team 
is well advised to keep a 
broom handy. 

Facing the Centennials 
for game two February 7 in 
North Dumfries, the Jacks 
surged to a late-game 7-2 
victory after floundering in 
the first two frames of the 
match. On Saturday, the 
Jacks played Ayr to a much 
closer 3-2 victory on home 
ice.

Three games into the 
best-of-seven series, the 
Jacks will be looking to land 
a knockout blow out as they 
face Ayr tonight in a 7:30 
p.m. match at the North 
Dumfries arena.

Having won the opening 
game of the series at home, 
the Jacks took to the road 
last Thursday hoping to take 
firmer control. The game 
certainly didn’t seem to be 
going that direction, howev-
er, as the Centennials stayed 

precariously ahead of the 
Jacks until the final 15 min-
utes of play.

Ayr even got things roll-
ing, potting their first goal of 
the match on a power play. 
It would be the lone point of 
the period, the hosts taking 
a 1-0 lead into the intermis-
sion.

Wellesley would retaliate 
just two minutes into the 
second with a power play 
marker of their own com-
ing off the stick of Jordan 
Hoekstra (Matt Caskanette, 
Zachary Lyons). That would 
prove to be the only scoring 
play of the frame, with the 
score 1-1 after 40 minutes. 

Things would change in 
the game’s last stanza.

The final 20 minutes saw 
a flurry of activity, with Ayr 
knocking in what would be 
the first in a volley of goals 
just a minute in. Their 2-1 
lead was to be short-lived, 
however.

Losing a player to the box, 
Wellesley’s Warren Gorman 
(Kyle Soper, Jordan Hoeks-
tra) nonetheless found the 
back of the net short-handed 
to make it 2-2 with 15 min-
utes to go.

Zachary Lyons next made 
contact three minutes after 
that with an unassisted 
marker. Alex Uttley (Gor-
man, Shaun Pickering) pot-
ted the team’s fourth at 11:16, 

and Gorman followed up on 
the power play at 13:44, with 
Uttley and Pickering this 
time lending assists.

With the Jacks up 5-2, 
Hoekstra (Kyle Soper, Reade 
MacInnis) potted his sec-
ond of the match at 14:35 
to make it 6-2, and finally 
Brendan Baker (Pickering) 
capped off the action with a 
seventh and final goal with 
just under three minutes 
to go.

It was a frenzied finished 
to what had started off as a 
mild, evenly matched game. 
In power plays, both teams 
picked up two goals with the 
man advantage, with Welles-
ley receiving eight opportu-
nities and Ayr just five.

Whereas the Thursday 
match was a knockout vic-
tory, the third game of the 
series proved to be a much 
tighter affair as the Jacks 
welcomed the Centennials 
to the Wellesley arena on 
Saturday, and edged them 
out in a 3-2 decision.

Wellesley found the back 
of the net first this time 
around, but it was not until 
the second frame that the 
goals started adding up. A 
minute into the second, the 
Uttley, Gorman and Picker-
ing trio put the Jacks on the 
board with the first point of 
the match.

Ayr’s Nolan Kelly would 

respond at the 13 minute 
point with an unassisted 
marker, knotting the board 
1-1 again. But Wellesley 
quickly clawed back their 
lead just two minutes after 
that, with Zach Ribeiro 
(Colton Culbert) potting the 
tie-breaker.

The final stanza saw each 
team add another point to 
the total late into the frame, 
ending the game on a 3-2 
difference. Uttley (Pickering, 
Daniel Tsiampas) made it 
a 3-1 game at 15 minutes, 
and Ayr’s Nolan Kelly (Rob 
Grant) scored his second 
goal of the night with just 
1:35 left on the clock, making 
it a one-point game again 
with mere seconds left to go.

Ayr couldn’t capitalize on 
that last-minute momentum 
in time, however, and the 
game closed on the single 
point difference, giving 
Wellesley the narrow win.

Three games in pocket, 
the Jacks could make it a 
perfect four as they take 
on the Centennials tonight 
(Thursday) in North Dum-
fries at 7:30 p.m. A fifth 
game, if needed, is sched-
uled for Friday in Wellesley, 
followed by a Saturday game 
in North Dumfries and a 
final game seven on Sunday 
at the Wellesley arena. Game 
time in each instance is  
7:30 p.m.

BY FAISAL ALI

A long-time powerhouse 
of the EDSS Lancers, the 
girls’ hockey team stormed 
through the Waterloo 
County Secondary School 
Athletic Association’s 
(WCSSAA) regular season 
this winter, and looked 
poised to keep the momen-
tum going as they compete 
in the playoffs.

Taking on the visitors 
from Sir John A. Macdon-
ald Secondary School in 
the quarter-finals Mon-
day, the Lancers soundly 
knocked out their oppo-
nents in a 6-1 decision.

The win was just the lat-
est in the girls’ near-perfect 
season this year, which saw 
them rise to the top of the 
standings with eight wins 
and just a single loss in the 
ten-team division. 

“I think we started off 
maybe a little bit on the 
not-so-good side, and 
then we picked it up as we 
started playing more as 
a team. Got used to each 
other, playing together,” 
said team co-captain Madi 
Oliver of the team’s season, 

right after Monday’s quar-
ter-final win.

“I think we had a couple 
ups and downs throughout 
the season, but we never 
stopped working hard. So 
that paid off,” added fellow 
co-captain Kambell Bea-
com.

Six of the team’s nine 
games over the regular sea-
son resulted in a shutout of 
the other team, while just 
one, versus Waterloo-Ox-

ford, ended in defeated. 
The electric season was 
also par for the course for 
the lady Lancers, which 
have traditionally had a 
solid showing at the Wa-
terloo County games, said 
head coach Steve Karn.

“The girls' hockey team 
has traditionally been 
one of the better teams in 
the school. They've won 
it, I think, four times, the 
championship, WCSSAA, 

so they're usually a sol-
id team,” said Karn. “So 
there's really no surprises 
with them. Our goal at the 
beginning of the season 
was to get first overall, and 
they managed to do that.”

Game one of the semi-fi-
nals was set for Wednesday 
against Bluevale Collegiate, 
though results weren’t 
known before press time. 
The teams meet again Feb-
ruary 20 in Waterloo.

A solid showing will give 
the team a straight shot 
for the regionals (CWOS-
SA) championships, and 
possibly even a provincial 
(OFSAA) qualification.

“I feel like we can make 
it out of WCSSAA, but I'm 
not really sure. I've been 
to CWOSSA once before in 
Grade 9 and it was a lot of 
competition,” says Oliver, 
now a Grade 11 student.

“We'll just take it one 
day at a time,” says coach 
Karn. “But the girls would 
be happy to get to the finals 
and have a chance to go 
back to CWOSSA. If you 
win the semi-finals, you're 
guaranteed CWOSSA, and 
anything is possible there. 

We went to OFSAA three 
times in the past, so it 
would be nice to get back 
there. But we're just taking 
it one step at a time.”

The wins are likely go-
ing to keep coming for the 
EDSS team well into next 
year, as the Lancers’ fea-
tures a younger lineup this 
year, with a lot of returnees 
expected to make a come-
back in the 2019-20 season.

“There's only one player 
for sure that can't come 
back next year. All the oth-

er ones are back again, so it 
bodes well for the future,” 
said Karn.

It bodes especially for 
the tight-knit team, many 
of whom have been sharing 
ice for some time now.

“It's been good. Every-
one gets along well. A 
couple of girls play hockey 
outside of school too,” said 
Beacom. “Everyone mesh-
es pretty well together.”

The regional CWOSSA 
championships have been 
set for the March 5 and 6.
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PRACTICE HOME FIRE ESCAPE PLANNING ON FAMILY DAY

You may have only seconds to safely escape your home. Practice your
home fire escape plan and make sure everyone can get out quickly.

For more 
information: 

Woolwich Fire Department
Tel: 519-669-6022

INSTALL SMOKE ALARMS
  Install smoke alarms on every storey 

and outside sleeping areas. It’s the 
law. For best protection, install 

smoke alarms in every bedroom.

CHILDREN/SENIORS
Determine who will be 

responsible for helping young 
children, older adults or anyone 
else that may need assistance.

MEETING PLACE
 Choose a meeting place outside, 

such as a tree or a lamp post, 
where everyone can be 

accounted for.

UNDER SMOKE
 If caught in smoke, get low and 

go under the smoke to the 
nearest safe exit.

CALL FIRE DEPT.
 
outside the home, from a cell 

phone or neighbor’s home.

 
Once out, stay out. Never 

re-enter a burning building.

FIRE ESCAPE PLAN

and discuss it with the entire 
family.

CHECK ALL EXITS

 

Check that all exits are 
unobstructed and easy to use. TWO WAYS OUT

Show everyone two ways out of 
each room, if possible.

Township of Woolwich – Chief Dale Martin is urging 
families in Woolwich to practice their home fire escape 
plan as part of Family Day on February 18, 2019.

“Most fatal fires occur at night when everyone is asleep, so that is 
why it is so important for everyone to know what to do when the 
smoke alarms sound”, said Fire Chief Dale Martin. “Everyone 
should know what to do and where to go to get out safely.”

INSTALL CO ALARMS
Install carbon monoxide

detectors outside of
sleeping areas. 

woolwich.ca/fire

T H E  S C O R E

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: LL2

Feb 09 vs Beverly Bandits

HOME: 8 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Bentley Wideman (4), 
Aiden Basler, Braun Draper, 
Nicholas Shardlow, Madden 
Habermehl

ASSISTS: Braun Draper, 
Dexter Mannhardt, Aiden 
Basler, Madden Habermehl, 
Maddox Medeiros, Logan 
Goodfellow, Parker Bigwood

Novice: LL2

Feb 10 vs Embro Edge

HOME: 8 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Madden Habermehl 
(3), Bentley Wideman (3), 
Nicholas Shardlow (2)

ASSISTS: Nicholas Shardlow 
(2), Madden Habermehl (2), 
Bentley Wideman

Novice: AE

Feb 05 vs Brampton 45's

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Jackson Wolfe (2), 
James Eckensweiler

ASSISTS: Liam Macgregor 
(2), Grayson Kelly (2), 
Nolan Cruikshank, Hudson 
Lehtonen

Novice: AE

Feb 08 vs Milton 
Winterhawks

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Grayson Schimus, 
Jerome Taylor, Luca Abate, 
Boston Esbaugh

ASSISTS: James 
Eckensweiler, Hudson 

Lehtonen, Luca Abate, 
Boston Esbaugh (2), Brody 
Schaap, Jackson Wolfe, Liam 
Macgregor

Novice: AE

Feb 10 vs Milton 
Winterhawks

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Grayson Schimus, 
Liam Macgregor, Nolan 
Cruikshank

ASSISTS: Hudson Lehtonen, 
Jackson Wolfe, Boston 
Esbaugh

Atom: LL#3

Feb 09 vs Ayr Flames 2

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Sebastian Abate, Max 
Stains

ASSISTS: Jackson Kellough 
(2), Sebastian Abate

Shutouts: Ben Hacock

Atom: Minor A

Feb 05 vs Hespeler 
Shamrocks

HOME: 0 VISITOR: 2

Atom: Minor A

Feb 02 vs Ancaster 
Avalanche

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Cameron Fisher, 
Matthew Kochut

ASSISTS: Nolan Martin, Zach 
Wiseman, Josh Wraight, 
Nolan Martin

Atom: Minor A

Feb 08 vs Hespeler 
Shamrocks

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Rhys Taylor

ASSISTS: Mason Gear, Colton 

Sinclair

Atom: LL#2

Feb 09 vs Ayr Flames 1

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 4

GOALS: Oliver Horn (3), Grant 
Rintoul (2)

ASSISTS: Grant Rintoul, Aiden 
Acheson (3), Oliver Horn (3)

PeeWee: LL#2

Feb 07 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies #1

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Dylan Burkholder, 
Alex Hiller

ASSISTS: Dylan Burkholder 
(2), Brody Schaefer, Connor 
Haley, Myles Hunter

PeeWee: LL#2

Feb 10 vs Hespeler 
Shamrocks #2

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Dylan Burkholder 
(2), Myles Hunter, Hayden 
George

ASSISTS: Zach Snider (2), 
Alex Hiller

Shutouts: Connor Huber

PeeWee: Minor A

Feb 10 vs Halton Hills 
Thunder

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Evan Woods, Riley 
Dettweiler (2), Josh Carson, 
Blake Mayer

ASSISTS: Danny Schaefer 
(2), Carter Snider, Connor 
Goebel

PeeWee: LL3

Feb 09 vs Ayr

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Hudson Habermehl 

(2), Dawson Brubacher (2), 
Andrew Zettler, Evan Hori

ASSISTS: Brody Downs, 
Andrew Zettler, Matthew 
Hutchison, Dawson 
Brubacher, Evan Hori, 
Hudson Habermehl

Bantam: LL2

Feb 08 vs Embro Edge 3

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 5

GOALS: Lucas Radler, Liam 
Hunter, Tristan Kraemer, Will 
McDougall

ASSISTS: Nate Whittom, 
Owen Hackert, James 
McCormick, Andy Palmer, 
Seb Garrett

Bantam: LL2

Feb 09 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies 2

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Tristan Kraemer, Will 
McDougall, Liam Hunter

ASSISTS: Seb Garrett, Andy 
Palmer, Zach McMurray, 
Lucas Radler

Shutouts: Colin Bray

Bantam: Minor A

Feb 06 vs Centre Wellington

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Ryan Brubacher (2)

ASSISTS: Joey Martin, Ethan 
Martin (2), Jordan Chang

Bantam: B

Feb 10 vs Wilmot Wolverines

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Marlee Fraser

Shutouts: Gwyneth Martin

TOURNAMENTS

Novice: LL#1

Feb 09 vs Lambton Shores

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Josh Moore, Corbin 
Schmidt (2), Oscar Fitch

ASSISTS: Carter Rollins, Jon 
Horst, Ethan Murr, Nicholas 
Ritchie

Bantam: LL#1

Feb 08 vs Guelph

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Oscar Fitch, Ethan 
Murr, Josh Moore, Corbin 
Schmidt

ASSISTS: Sam Goebel, 
Jonathan Thiessen

Bantam: LL#1

Feb 08 vs Oakville Black Ice

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Josh Moore, Corbin 
Schmidt, Oscar Fitch, Ashton 
Weber, Carter Rollins, 
Jonathan Thiessen

ASSISTS: Carter Rollins, Sam 
Goebel, Corbin Schmidt, 
Gabe Hicknell, Josh Moore 
(2), Nicholas Ritchie, Sam 
Goebel

Bantam: LL#1

Feb 09 vs Oakville 
Marauders

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Josh Moore

ASSISTS: Ashton Weber

Bantam: LL#1

Feb 10 vs Harrow

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Gabe Hicknell, Carter 
Rollins, Corbin Schmidt, Sam 
Goebel, Josh Moore

ASSISTS: Josh Moore, 
Jonathan Thiessen, Gabe 

Hicknell, Corbin Schmidt, 
Ashton Weber

Bantam: LL#1

Feb 10 vs Oakville 
Marauders

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 5

GOALS: Corbin Schmidt

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: B

Feb 09 vs Twin Centre 
Hericanes

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Elle Schwindt (2), 
Megan Nixon (2), Lauryn 
Kidd, Emily Brubacher

ASSISTS: Emily Brubacher 
(2), Lauryn Kidd (2), Elle 
Schwindt (2), Audrey 
English, Ellie Clemmer (2), 
Brinley Fitzgerald, Rachel 
Heckendorn.

Novice: LL#1

Feb 09 vs Kitchenr Lady 
Rangers Blue

HOME: 0 VISITOR: 0

Shutouts: Haylee Turcott

Atom: C

Feb 09 vs Brantford Ice Cats

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Laurel Maguire, 
Jaiden Radler, Rowyn 
McDowell

ASSISTS: Emily Hibbard, 
Addison Birmingham, 
Brooklyn Pope, Sophie 
Hallman, Leah Hunter, Leah 
Thompson, Alexa Grundy

Shutouts: Hailey Thom

PeeWee: C

Feb 03 vs Twin Centre

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1

GOALS: Ella Hicks, Emily 
Martin

ASSISTS: Maddie Maguire, 
Katelynn Gleeson

PeeWee: LL

Feb 02 vs Ayr Rockets

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 6

GOALS: Hailey Mueller (2), 
Addison Slot

ASSISTS: Ally Crane (2), 
Maggie Ropp, Addison 
Bettke

PeeWee: LL

Feb 09 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Rebecca Airdrie, 
Maggie Ropp

ASSISTS: Maggie Ropp, 
Hailey Mueller (2), Ally Crane

Bantam: B

Feb 09 vs Twin Centre 
Hericanes

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0

GOALS: Madison Meincke, 
Marlee Fraser

ASSISTS: Emma Wiseman

Shutouts: Gwyneth Martin

WATERLOO 
WOLVES

Atom: Minor AA

Feb 06 vs Brantford 99ers

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 3

GOALS: Liam Carberry

 ■ GALEA: Canadians better suited to large snowfalls

 ■ KINGS: A much busier schedule in store this weekend

FROM 08

FROM 08

inches. This makes Cana-
dians appear sophisticated 
and more cosmopolitan 
– something that is not 
always so easy to do while 
wearing snowshoes and a 
toque. 

Thirty-five centimetres 
is 13.78 inches by the way.

This might not seem like 
a lot of snow, but snowfall 
like that almost always 

It was Jeremey Goodwin 
who managed to secure the 
win for the Kings, potting a 
goal just 52 seconds in. Mc-
Mahon and Azzano picked 
up assists. That would cap 
a 5-4 final score, with the 

comes with high winds 
and accompanying snow 
drifts that make it easy to 
slide your canoe atop your  
SUV just in time for spring 
– which is clearly another 
bonus if you can remember 
where you parked.

Last but not least, snow 
like this reminds us what 
a good Canadian winter 
is like. And they also re-
charge our water bodies 

Kings also finishing with 
an edge on the not-over-
burdened shot clock, 23-19.

The Kings are looking to 
keep up the momentum 
this weekend, which will be 
busier with three games on 
tap. In Brampton tomorrow 

and wetlands, justifies 
snow machines, skiing and 
snow tires and makes this 
one of the greatest plac-
es in the world to have a 
snowball fight. 

This could only happen 
in Canada and other north-
ern countries. For as this 
week’s news shows, when 
it happens in the U.S., they 
are definitely out of their 
depth.

night (Friday), they return 
home for games against 
the rival Kitchener Dutch-
men on Saturday, followed 
by a matchup with the 
Cambridge Redhawks on 
Sunday. Both games at the 
WMC are 2 p.m. matinees.

The Kings celebrate following their overtime win Sunday. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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TAX WOES CALENDAR

Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: observerxtra.com/enterprise

A CFIB survey of small businesses in the four 
provinces where the carbon backstop plan will 
apply – Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario and New 
Brunswick – an overwhelming majority (87%) oppose 
the government's tax, including many who support 
the concept of a carbon tax in general; 84% of small 
businesses are already taking action to reduce their 
carbon footprint, and 71% say the added cost of the 
carbon tax will make it harder for them to further 
invest in reducing their emissions. 

Under a Doug Ford government, there is a lot at stake 
for labour and communities throughout Ontario, says 
Waterloo Regional Labour Council, which is holding 
a regional activation meeting Feb. 27 to rally local 
labour and community activists. Ontario Federation of 
Labour president Chris Buckley will be attending the 
meeting at the ETFO hall in Kitchener.

THINKING GLOBALLY, ACTING LOCALLY

Women Empowering Women (WEW) leverages the support of local women to help women entrepreneurs around the 
world. [SUBMITTED]

Women Empowering Women gets boost from Kindred Credit Union in creating a global outreach

Women-led businesses overseas 
find support from local group

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Members of a women’s 
group in the region are ac-
tively working to support 
their global counterparts 
succeed and thrive as en-
trepreneurs. 

Run through Women 
Empowering Women 
(WEW, pronounced “Woo”) 
events, which bring local 
women together to support 
their peers in developing 
countries, the movement is 
now receiving some sizable 
support from local busi-
ness as well.

Kindred Credit Union 
announced it would be 
matching donations 
made to WEW events up 
to $20,000. All the money 
raised through WEW goes 
towards the Mennonite 
Economic Development 
Associates (MEDA), which 
helps women overcome 
social and cultural barriers 
to earn a sustainable live-
lihood.

The program was a 
perfect fit for Kindred 
Credit Union, says Mary WEW | 12

Right now, about 
60,000 seasonal 
international farm 

workers – 35,000 of whom 
work on farms in Ontar-
io – are back home with 
their families, enjoying the 
warm weather, waiting for 
another growing season in 
Canada to start.

The contributions they 

New effort recognizes international farm workers

ROBERTS | 12

make to Canadian agricul-
ture are huge. These work-
ers fill a chronic labour gap 
here, particularly for man-
ual labour jobs.

“There would be no fruit 
and vegetable production 
in Canada without interna-
tional farm workers,” says 
the Canadian Horticultural 
Council. “Their impact on 

our food supply chain is 
immense, as is the impact 

on the families and com-
munities of the workers 
who choose to take these 
jobs.”

Sounds like a slam dunk. 
But the program has its 
critics, who question em-
ployees’ treatment, among 
other things. Such criti-
cism is said to be a reason 
behind a surge of on-farm 

inspections and paperwork 
related to international 
workers in 2017-18. 

Some producers say the 
investigation into their ac-
tivities delayed the admin-
istrative approval required 
to hire seasonal interna-
tional workers by weeks or 
even months. 

So before this year’s 

wave of workers starts ar-
riving, the council is trying 
a different approach to 
promote a better under-
standing of the program, 
through a new seven-part 
video series in celebration 
of international farm work-
ers in Canada. 

The council has told the 

Ann Mooney, Kindred’s 
member experience and 
brand integrity chief, and a 
member of the local WEW 
committee.

“This partnership with 
MEDA and with Wom-

en Empowering Women 
aligns nicely with our 
purpose statement. And 
our purpose statement is 
cooperative banking that 
connects values and faith 
with finances, inspiring 

peaceful, just and prosper-
ous communities,” said 
Mooney.

“And so this, what ME-
DA’s work with women in 
developing countries also 
inspires peaceful, just and 

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

prosperous communities. 
So we have this terrific 
alignment with the work 
that MEDA does. And 
that’s why we want to sup-
port them by having this 
sponsorship of the wom-
en empowering women 
event.”

The WEW events are 
run by a local network hub 
of women in support of 
MEDA’s numerous global 
initiatives, explains Krista 
O’Brien, communications 
manager with MEDA.

“Women members of the 
hub wanted an opportu-
nity to give in a way that 
reflected their core values 
and highlighted the ongo-
ing struggle and inequality 
that women faced in devel-
oping countries,” she said. 
“They wanted to create a 
community that brought 
women together to support 
other women around the 
world.”

Each WEW event is held 
with a focus on a partic-
ular project being run by 
MEDA, with guest speakers 
offering an insight into the 
particular situations and 

problems being worked 
on. In Haiti, for example, 
MEDA’s “Pathways to a 
better life” project focused 
on food security amongst 
the country’s “ultra-poor” 
women by enhancing ac-
cess to tools and financial 
services for business. In 
Burma (Myanmar), the 
organization is working 
to support women in the 
primarily agrarian society 
participate and lead in 
the country’s agricultural 
sector.

“The money raised from 
each WEW event is put 
towards the project being 
spoken about [or] high-
lighted at that particular 
event,” said O’Brien. “For 
example, the February 
WEW event last week 
raised money for the Ni-
geria WAY project and had 
a senior project manager 
of Nigeria WAY speak at 
the event. The money goes 
towards operations of the 
project and is a gift, not a 
loan.”

The next WEW meeting 
held in May will center on 

Up to date news – and back issues.  

Take us with you wherever you go.

GET IT IN THEYour paper. Online.

observerxtra.com
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103 Ontario St. S., Kitchener • 519-745-4053 • Monday to Friday 10:30 - 6 • Saturday 11-4 • www.jamiesonsbilliards.com

Since 1929
Family Owned and Operated

Pool Tables

Foosball
Tables Made in Canada

by Canada Billiards

Dart Board
Cabinets

with
Scoreboard

See us for Outdoor
Ping Pong Tables

BILLIARDS
If you have a love for billiards and an appreciation for great billiard tables, 
or if you are a fan of any indoor games, then you owe it to yourself to visit

Jamieson’s Billiard Sales & Service.

• Pool Table Sales, Service,
Supplies and Accessories

• Recovering and Refurbishing

• Billiard Table Lights
• WE DELIVER!

FREE PARKING AT THE DOOR!

See us for:

Darts
Dart Boards

and Accessories

Incredible performance meets extraordinary comfort 
in Kubota’s SSV Series. The Kubota Tier IV Diesel 
engine is easy-to-maintain and provides plenty of 
power to move large square or round bales with ease. 
Features like new side lights expand your visibility, 
and the roll up door and wide operator area help you 
stay alert and  more productive. Finally getting the job 
done right also means getting it done easily.

PERFORMANCE AND 
COMFORT ALL ROLLED 
INTO ONE.

kubota.ca  |  kubota.ca  |  

UNBEATABLE

DEALS

+ADDITIONAL
SAVINGS FROM

O N E  D AY  O N LY !

0519 Wellington Road 7, Elora  |  519.846.5388
1.800.661.7006  |  www.deboersequipment.com    

*For base model SSV65P canopy with std bucket only. No other attachments or options 
included in this price. $35,950 cash price only, regular rate Kubota financing available 
OAC. Limited quantities. 
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CANOPY MODELS

STARTING AT

$35,950 *
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Our deadline for 

error corrections is
TUESDAY AT NOON.
Please feel free to call 
us to discuss your ad.
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publication ONLY.
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would like a jpeg version of 
your ad for social media a 

nominal $20 charge 
will apply.
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Wellington 
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Fergus, Ont.
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NOTE: 
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Our 6th annual 
This Valentine’s Day it’s our gift to you...

*Contest runs from 
February 14, 2019 - February 14, 2020

Submissions can be made in person or by 
emailing elvira@earandhearingclinic.com.

Visit: www.earandhearingclinic.com 
for more information

Tell us why YOU or someone you love 
deserves hearing aids 
for a chance to 
win a FREE pair!

Gift of Hearing contest
 will run for an ENTIRE year!*

519-669-4425
69 Arthur  St. S Elmira

“Our reputation is your guarantee.”

w w w.earandhear ingc l in ic .com
JULIANE SHANTZ

DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

international farm workers’ 
story in a variety of ways. 
But like any approach to 
educating adults, a breadth 
of efforts are most effec-
tive, with constant stimu-
lation. That’s where video 
comes in, especially with 
a highly emotionally topic 
like this.

Ken Forth of FARMS 
says many international 
workers become closely 
attached to the farms and 
families they work with, 
and vice versa. That’s what 
the videos are trying to 
capture.

“It’s dynamic, real-life 
stuff, a heartfelt thing,” 
says Forth, who employs 

18 international workers 
on his vegetable farm near 
Hamilton. “These videos 
let viewers put themselves 
in the shoes of the workers. 
We’re trying to be as open 
as possible about interna-
tional workers’ experiences 
here. The true facts are 
what people will see in the 
videos.”

I have the benefit of 
knowing some members of 
a farm family portrayed in 
one of the videos, La Ferme 
Quinn, in Quebec. I’ve seen 
from the sidelines the farm 
go through succession and 
come out hugely successful. 

I didn’t know, however, 
the depth of feelings farm 
owner Phil Quinn had for 

his international workers 
from Guatemala. In one of 
the most emotional videos 
in the series, he explains 
the friendship:  

“These people are family 
to us. They work next to us, 
they have the same values 
as us. At the end of the day, 
it’s great to have a friend 
like that.” 

He breaks down emo-
tionally when he talks 
about one of the workers 
using his wages, along 
with tools given to him by 
Quinn, to build the first 
high school in his county 
in Guatemala (where high 
school is not free) … and 
the workers’ daughter be-
ing one of its first students.

Quinn concludes with 
an invitation. “Come see 
what’s going on,” he of-
fers. “I guarantee there are 
only benefits.” Via video, 
viewers can accept his in-
vitation. 

Others are buying into 
this video approach, as 
well. Next month, the 
Jamaican High Commis-
sioner is giving opening 
remarks at a reception and 
screening of the video se-
ries at the Learning Centre 
of the Canada Agriculture 
and Food Museum in Ot-
tawa, sponsored by the 
CHC. Jamaican workers 
are among those profiled 
in the video series, which 
includes a glimpse of their 
life and work back home.

Determine for yourself 
how you think the videos 
measure up, by checking 
them out online at www.
hortcouncil.ca.

We need these workers, 
and any effort to better un-
derstand how they benefit 
from being a part of Cana-
dian agriculture is a step 
forward.

 ■ ROBERTS: Showing people what the program means
FROM 11

 ■ WEW: Working to make a difference for women in developing countries who can launch their own businesses

Mother’s Day as a moth-
er-daughter event.

“So I think also with the 
partnership, what we’re 
trying to do especially with 
this specific WEW group, 
we’re trying to engage the 
younger generation into 
the good work that the 
WEW group and MEDA is 
doing,” added Jenn Shaw, 
Kindred’s community en-

gagement specialist.
“It’s a special Mother’s 

Day event. So we’re invit-
ing existing members of 
WEW to invite their daugh-
ters, their daughters-in-
law, their nieces – really 
anybody – to come out and 
join us and learn about 
what WEW does, and that 
way we can keep the group 
going for years to come.”

The WEW meeting will 

be held on May 2, from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. at the communi-
ty room at the Mennonite 
Central Committee build-
ing in Kitchener, 50 Kent 
Ave. The suggested dona-
tion for people attending is 
$100, adds Shaw, noting if 
WEW members invite just 
one other family member, 
a $100 donation from each 
will quickly turn into $400 
through Kindred’s offer.

FROM 11

Money raised goes towards MEDA, which helps break down barriers in often male-dominated econo-
mies.  [SUBMITTED]
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CHEVROLETOFFERS.CA

WINTER IS WAITING
 DISCOVER IT WITH CHEVROLET.

 SILVERADO  TRAX  TRAVERSE  EQUINOX  COLORADO CRUZE

FEATURES:
AVAILABLE BEST-IN-CLASS TOWING CAPACITY OF UP TO 12,500 LB±

AVAILABLE 6.2 L V8 ENGINE OFFERS 420 HORSEPOWER AND 460 LB.-FT. OF TORQUE
NHTSA 5 STAR SAFETY RATING≤

THE 2019 EQUINOX
LT FWD

$69 1.9%@

LEASE FOR $139 BI-WEEKLY, THAT’S LIKE:

LEASE RATE
FOR 60 MONTHS WITH $2,350 DOWN¤

WEEKLY

THE 2018 SILVERADO 1500
CREW CAB

0%
84
+  $8,000

MONTHS
FINANCING FOR UP TO

ON SELECT MODELS

  TOTAL
VALUE

HURRY IN, 2018 MODELS 
ARE ALMOST GONE!

CREW CAB LT MODEL SHOWN

SILVERADO 1500

CREW CAB LT MODEL SHOWN

¥ Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada on select vehicles delivered to an authorized GM dealer in Canada from February 1 and February 28, 2019. 0% purchase financing (0% APR) offered on approved credit by TD Auto Finance Services, Scotiabank® or RBC Royal Bank for 84 months on eligible 
new 2018 Silverado 1500 2LT Z71 Crew Cab True North Edition models. Participating lenders are subject to change. Rates from other lenders will vary. Security deposit may be required. Monthly payment and cost of borrowing will vary depending on amount borrowed and down payment/trade.  Example: 
$48,060 financed at 0% nominal rate (0% APR) equals $572 monthly for 84 months. The offer includes $5,100 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive), $2,400 Finance Cash (tax exclusive) and $585 Option Package Discount. Cost of borrowing is $0, for a total obligation of $48,060 Freight ($1,795) and air 
conditioning charge ($100 if applicable) included. License, insurance, registration, PPSA, applicable taxes and, except in Quebec, dealer fees not included (all of which may vary by dealer and region). Dealers are free to set individual prices. Credits vary by model.  Limited time offer which may not be combined 
with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company (GM Canada) may modify, extend or terminate offers for any reason, in whole or in part, at any time, without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. As part of the transaction, dealer may request documentation and contact 
GM Canada to verify eligibility. These offers may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. Conditions and limitations apply. Void where prohibited. See Dealer for full program details. ®Registered trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia. RBC and Royal Bank 
are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TD Auto Finance is a registered trademark of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. ¤Offer available to qualified retail customers in Canada for vehicles purchased and delivered between February 1 and February 28, 2019. Lease based on suggested retail price of 
$30,820, includes $450 Cash Delivery Allowance (tax exclusive), $1,500 Lease Cash (tax exclusive) and $75 Dealer to Consumer credit (tax exclusive) towards the lease of an eligible 2019 Equinox LT FWD. Bi-weekly payment is $139 for 60 months at 1.9% lease rate (1.9% APR) on approved credit to qualified 
retail customers by GM Financial. The $69 weekly payment is calculated by dividing the bi-weekly payments. Payments cannot be made on a weekly basis. Equivalent weekly payments are for informational purposes only. Annual kilometer limit of 20,000 km, $0.16 per excess kilometer. $2,350 down payment 
required. Payment may vary depending on down payment trade. Total obligation is $20,415. Taxes, license, insurance, registration and applicable fees, levies, duties and, except in Quebec, dealer fees (all of which may vary by dealer and region) are extra. Option to purchase at lease end is $10,195. See dealer 
for details. Credits vary by model. Dealer may sell for less. Limited time offer which may not be combined with certain other offers. General Motors of Canada Company may modify, extend or terminate offers in whole or in part at any time without notice. Conditions and limitations apply. Offers may not be 
redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives. ◊Visit onstar.ca for vehicle availability, details and system limitations. Services and connectivity vary by model and conditions as well as geographical and technical restrictions. Requires active connected vehicle services 
and data plan. Data plans provided by AT&T or its local service provider. Accessory Power must be active to use the Wi-Fi hotspot. < U.S. Government 5-Star Safety Ratings are part of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s (NHTSA’s) New Car Assessment Program (www.SaferCar.gov). + Vehicle 
user interface is a product of Apple and Apple’s terms and privacy statements apply. Requires compatible smartphone and data plan rates apply. ~ Vehicle user interface is a product of Google and its terms and privacy statements apply. Requires the Android Auto app on Google Play and an Android compatible 
smartphone running Android 5.0 Lollipop or higher and data plan rates apply. ± Requires Double Cab LTZ 2WD or Crew Cab Short Box LTZ 2WD with available 6.2L V8 engine and Max Trailering Package. Before you buy a vehicle or use it for trailering, carefully review the Trailering section of the Owner’s Manual. 
The weight of passengers, cargo and options or accessories may reduce the amount you can tow. Based on WardsAuto.com 2017 Large Pickup segment and latest competitive information available at time of printing. Excludes other GM models. ** The 2-Year Scheduled Lube-Oil-Filter Maintenance Program 
provides eligible customers in Canada, who have purchased or leased a new eligible 2018 MY Chevrolet (excluding Bolt EV), with an ACDelco® oil and filter change, in accordance with the oil life monitoring system and the Owner’s Manual, for 2 years or 48,000 km, whichever occurs first, with a limit of four 
(4) Lube-Oil-Filter services in total, performed at participating GM dealers. Fluid top offs, inspections, tire rotations, wheel alignments and balancing, etc. are not covered. This offer may not be redeemed for cash and may not be combined with certain other consumer incentives available on GM vehicles. 
General Motors of Canada Company reserves the right to amend or terminate this offer, in whole or in part, at any time without prior notice. Additional conditions and limitations apply. See dealer for details. ∆ Whichever comes first. See dealer for details. ΩTo qualify for the Preferred Pricing, you must be a 
Canadian resident holding a valid driver’s license, have been a Costco member since January 4, 2019 or earlier and must: (1) Register with Costco to receive your non-transferable Authorization Number; (2) Present the Authorization Number to the participating dealer; (3) Retail purchase, finance or lease 
an eligible new in-stock 2019 vehicle between Jan. 5, 2019, and Feb. 28, 2019. In addition, to receive a $500 Costco Cash Card by email, submit a redemption form to Costco within thirty (30) days of vehicle delivery and complete a Costco member satisfaction survey. Please allow three weeks for Costco Cash 
Card delivery, pending completion of all eligibility requirements; including redemption form submission, purchase verification and survey completion. The purchase or lease of a vehicle does not qualify for the calculation of the Costco Executive Membership 2% reward. Not compatible with some other GM 
Canada incentives. For full program details and for any applicable exclusions, see a participating dealer or costcoauto.ca/GM. For Costco Cash Card terms and conditions, visit Costco.ca and search “Cash Card”. The Winter Sales Event is subject to change without notice. Void where prohibited. Costco and 
its affiliates do not sell automobiles or negotiate individual transactions. ®: Registered trademark of Price Costco International, Inc. used under license. 

ELIGIBLE COSTCO MEMBERS RECEIVE

PREFERRED PRICING PLUS A

$500
ON SELECT 2019 MODELS
COSTCO CASH CARDΩ

 MUST BE A MEMBER SINCE JAN 4/19 OR EARLIER. CONDITIONS APPLY. 

      ALL ELIGIBLE 2018/2019 MODELS COME WITH

   CHEVROLET
COMPLETE CARE 

  2 YEARS/48,000 KM
 COMPLIMENTARY
OIL CHANGES**

     4G LTE WITH BUILT-IN WI-FI HOTSPOT ◊,
   INCLUDES 1 MONTH OR 3 GB OF DATA
 (WHICHEVER COMES FIRST) FROM
VEHICLE DELIVERY DATE.

   5-YEAR / 100,000 KM 
  POWERTRAIN COMPONENT 
 WARRANTY COVERAGE 
ON 2019 MODELS▲

AND
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SOUND OF SILENTS TALKING ABOUT IT

Your local hub for our creative  
communities. Let us know when  
inspiration strikes.

Online: observerxtra.com/showtime

The VOC Silent Film Harmonic accompanies “Häxan” 
(1922), a film that looks at how superstition and misun-
derstanding led to millions being persecuted from the 
belief they were witches, all while straddling several 
cinematic genres – documentary, horror film, histori-
cal reconstruction and fantasy. The presentation takes 
place Feb. 28 at The Registry Theatre. 

University of Guelph organizations, CFRU 93.3 FM, the 
College of Arts, and the Central Student Association 
are excited to present Robyn Maynard & Desmond 
Cole: In Conversation about Black Lives in Canada on 
Monday February 25, 2019 at 7 PM in room 1200 of 
the Thornborough Building on the U of G campus at 
50 Stone Rd. in Guelph.

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

PHONE:

519-669-0012
Evening appointments

Available

PHONE:
519-669-0879

73 ARTHUR STREET S., ELMIRA

Dr. Stephen
Morris

Optometrist

Relive it with a reprint.

Being in the paper is one
of life’s highlights. GET IT IN THE

We have
photos 
to share.

observerxtra.com/photo-reprints

The Township of Woolwich and the WMC 
would like to thank all of the volunteers, 
athletes and spectators who made the
Provincial Curling Championship

such a success!

LIVE MUSIC

Mark Payne takes the piano on a ranging musical adventure in Drayton Entertainment presentation at Cambridge theatre.  [SUBMITTED]

As many sounds as a piano has keys
Mark Payne aims to expand the audience’s take on things in I Love A Piano, with three concerts this week

CONTINUE | 0X

BY VERONICA REINER

A guy and a piano. Simple 
enough. Well, not if Mark 
Payne can help it – and he 
can, putting the instru-
ment to work creating a 
variety of sounds and cov-
ering many musical genres 
in this week’s concerts for 
Drayton Entertainment.

"Any expectations you 
have going in will be com-
pletely blown by the time 
you walk out the door," 
said Payne. "The thing I 
like to tell people – people 
think they're coming to see 
a guy play the piano, and 
that sounds like a very nar-
row scope. But the show is 
huge in scope."

Backed by the Cam-
bridge Symphony Orches-
tra, Payne will perform 
a parade of memorable 
tunes from jazz to rock n' 
roll classics to movie hits 
in the upcoming concert, I 
Love a Piano. 

The performance aims to 
celebrate music written for 
the piano, made famous 
by piano players, or music 
that features the piano 
in some form. Payne will 
cover songs by famed com-
posers, including "Rhap-
sody in Blue," and "I Got 
Rhythm," by George Ger-
shwin, classical pieces by 
Beethoven, Liberace’s ver-
sion of “Chopsticks,” and 
greatest hits medleys from 
Billy Joel, Carole King, 
and more. Other songs 
featured include “Music 
of the Night,” “Bohemian 
Rhapsody,” “Your Song,” 
“Great Balls of Fire,” and of 
course, “I Love A Piano."

It will also feature an 
original song written by 

Payne called "Simply 
Grand." Though originally 
a one-person show, guest 
performers Callandra Den-
dias-Peter and Mark-An-
thony Del Brocco join 
Payne for several songs 
throughout the concert.

“Mark is not only a ter-
rific musician but also a 
funny and engaging enter-
tainer capable of jumping 
from one genre to another 

with ease,” said Alex Mus-
takas, artistic director of 
Drayton Entertainment. 
“Audiences will be im-
pressed with his amazing 
piano skills and the variety 
of music packed into one 
concert.”

Payne has obtained two 
different degrees from the 
University of Toronto in 
piano performance, but his 
interest in the instrument 

began even further back.
"I've been studying 

piano since I was seven 
years old," said Payne. 
"I've spent a lot of time as 
a young man, like seven 
or eight hours a day in a 
practice room learning 
my craft. But of course, 
I've been working profes-
sionally for 20 years now. I 
play every day. A number 
of these pieces I've known 

over the years are com-
bined into this show."

He has performed in 
virtually every conceivable 
role with orchestras in 
companies and theatres 
across Canada – pianist, 
singer, conductor, music 
director, arranger, répéti-
teur, and chorus master. 
He is fluent in just about 
every genre.

"I've done the show 

twice before, and the au-
diences have a great time," 
said Payne. "As I said, peo-
ple that expect to be sitting 
watching a guy play piano 
go away very surprised.

"It's a family show, 
absolutely. I do a whole 
section on music themes, 
and I play a little with the 
audience – I get someone 
onstage at some point. It's 
really fun for all ages."

Previous performanc-
es were called "Simply 
Grand," and the name was 
later changed to "I Love A 
Piano" based on the well-
known Irving Berlin song. 

Guest conductor An-
thony Bastianon will lead 
this concert. Bastianon has 
worked as a music director 
in productions across Can-
ada. He currently serves 
on the faculty at Sheridan 
College music theatre 
performance program and 
works as the artistic direc-
tor at Voices Rock Canada.

I Love a Piano is on stage 
at the Hamilton Family 
Theatre Cambridge start-
ing on Valentine's Day for 
three performances – Feb-
ruary 14 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m., and the following day 
(February 15) at 7:30 p.m.

All proceeds go towards 
charitable programs for 
Drayton Entertainment 
and the Cambridge Sym-
phony Orchestra. Tickets 
are $35 for adults and $25 
for youth under the age 
of 20, available in person 
at the Hamilton Family 
Theatre Cambridge box 
office, online at www.dray-
tonentertainment.com, or 
by calling (519) 621-8000 or 
toll-free 1-855-DRAYTON 
(372-9866).
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Classified Ads, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word) 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)

Classified Ad - Display Ads

Please call Donna for a quote.

Phone: 519-669-5790 Ext. 104

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
www.observerxtra.com/media-kit

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

HELP WANTED

AUCTIONHELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Part time DZ Driver wanted.
Must have clean driver’s abstract, be physically 
fit, and be able to drive standard transmission.

Perfect for retired person. Local freight, Toronto, 
London, Stoney Creek areas

Fax resume to: 519-669-3845 or 
Email: haffnertrucking@rogers.com 

Linwood Veterinary Services has moved
to a larger location in St. Clements and 

maintaining a location in Linwood. 
We immediately need a helper for the 

clinics, with a flexible schedule for 24 or 
more hours per week, who likes variety 

and has a cheerful attitude.

ASSISTANT 

Contact Nancy Mulhall 
nancy.mulhall@linwoodvet.ca 

519-698-2610 or 519-699-0404

 For the right person, this could lead to a permanent  position. 

Duties would include: 
• Clinic Maintenance– cleaning, tidying, laundry, 

clean surgical tools

• Assist with rural deliveries/pick ups in company 
vehicles as needed – G drivers licence, lifting 
25kg, and familiarity with rural routes

• Filing, assisting with mailing

• Assist the office with phone calls and client 
visits- excellent attention to detail required

• Assist in warehouse with incoming loads, 
putting away, and packing outgoing orders

St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market
is seeking a

Market Office Clerk
to join the team in the

St. Jacobs Market District 
(Waterloo, ON).

The St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market is 
owned and operated by Schlegel Urban 
Developments – a mid-sized Kitchener 
real estate company

The Market Office Clerk manages duties of the 
front desk including answering phone and 
email inquiries, monitoring social media sites 
while reporting any posts that need attention, 
ensuring necessary vendor paperwork is on 
file, ensures office and first aid supplies are 
stocked, as well as various other duties.  This 
role offers flexibility in hours, however 
requires working Saturdays and will offer 
20-30 hours per week. (Full time hours could 
be considered depending on candidate 
qualifications)

We are seeking a Team Member who will:

• Demonstrate skill with office equipment 
and computers

• Demonstrate honesty and the ability
to handle money and balance floats

• Communicate effectively with other Team 
Members

• Possess superior time management skills
• Demonstrate maturity, confidentiality, 

dependability and initiative
• Basic book-keeping experience an asset 

Schlegel Urban Developments is pleased to 
accommodate individual needs in accordance 
with the Accessibility of Ontarians with 
Disabilities Act, 2005 (AODA), within our 
recruitment process.  If you require 
accommodation at any time throughout the 
recruitment process, please speak with the 
hiring leader.

If you are interested in the position, and 
meet the above qualifications, please send 

a current resume to 
markets@stjacobs.com

We thank all interested candidates,
however, only those selected for an 

interview will be contacted.

We are looking for responsible
individuals with a good work ethic 
and friendly, positive attitude to 

join our busy workplace. 

Full-time and part-time continuing 
positions at our grocery store and/or 
convenience store (with restaurant) are 

available. We are closed Sundays.

Contact us at 519-897-2600 
or by email schnurrsgrocery@aol.com

Small Town Grocery Store
Now Hiring in Linwood DAVID CARSON FARMS & 

AUCTION SERVICES LTD.
SAT. FEBRUARY 23RD – 2:00 P.M. – 10th 
Annual Herd Builder Speckle Park Bull & 
Female Sale Followed by 28 Blk Angus X 
1st calf Heifers. Speckle Park Sale offers 
yearling, mature and young prospect bulls 
with select females. Viewing will take place 
from 10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. with a Hospitality 
social from 12-2:00 PM Followed by sale. For 
more information on Speckle Sale contact 
Jordon Underhill at 519-760-0892. Selling 
immediately after is a group of 28 Black 
Angus X Simm X Limo 1st calf Bred Heifers. 
SAT. MARCH 2ND – 11:00 A.M. – Beef Cow 
& Calf Sale. Featuring a Registered Charolais 
Dispersal for Langstaff Charolais. Followed 
by cows, breeder bulls, and cow/calf pairs. 
Cull cows at 11A.M. followed by Stocker 
sale. Consignments Accepted!

Carson’s Auction Service 
R.R.#3 Listowel, ON  N4W 3G8

Tel: 519-291-2049  |  Fax: 519-291-5065
Website: www.davidcarson.on.ca  |  Email: info@davidcarson.on.ca

RECREATION & FACILITIES DEPARTMENT

Customer Service – part-time
This position reports to the Customer Service 

Co-ordinator and works primarily at the 
Woolwich Memorial Centre.  

The position works up to
(24) hours per week and involves primarily 

evening and weekend shifts. 

For additional information and to view the full 
job posting, please visit our website:  

www.woolwich.ca

Interested applicants are invited to submit their 
resume by 4:30 pm,February 27, 2019, to:

Township of Woolwich
24 Church Street West

Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
Email: skan@woolwich.ca

Resumes can also be delivered to the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre, 24 Snyder Ave. S. Elmira, to 

the attention of Jodi Young.

The Township is committed to meeting the needs of applicants 
during all phases of the hiring process. If you require special 

accommodation please let us know.  All applicants are thanked 
for their interest in these positions however, only those selected for 

an interview will be contacted.

FULL-TIME CARPENTER 
We are a design/build company specializing in renovations, additions and new 
homes. The majority of our work is interior work.

We are looking for someone with the following qualities: positive attitude, punctu-
al and with a strong work ethic.

Responsibilities and tasks include, but are not limited to, demolition, framing, finish 
carpentry, timber work/timber trim, window & door installation, insulating and 
some drywall installation.

Minimum Qualifications:
• 2 – 5 years residential construction experience
• Motivated to do high quality work
• Able to read & understand blueprints & drawings
• Able to work well independently and also as part of a team
• Excellent time management skills
• Excellent verbal and written communication skills
• Cabinet building an asset

Wages:  $18 - $26 plus/hour based on experience.
Please send cover letter and resume to danny@danielbisch.com

GET IT IN THE
observerxtra.com

Up to date news – and back issues.
Take us with you wherever you go.

Your paper. Online.

HELP 
WANTED

PERTH ENVIRONMENTAL 
IS seeking an experienced 
truck driver, full time, 
for local work. Position 
available for AZ / DZ driver. 
Experience is preferred. 
Please reply with resume 
and clean abstract. 
Phone: 519-595-4343 
Fax: 519-595-4315 E-mail: 
gnafziger@cyg.net 

PETRO CANADA ELMIRA 
Looking for part time 
and full time help. 
Apply in person to 110 
Earl Martin Dr. Ideal for 
seniors and adults. 

WORK 
WANTED

GOOD, RELIABLE 
Drywall taping and 
sanding work. No job is 
too small. 226-622-7648.

CHILD CARE

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANT 
Willing to support children 
in the comfort of your 
home. Skills include, 
but are not limited to, 
behavioural support, 
tutoring all subjects from 
Grade JK-6, toileting, 
feeding, and dressing. 
Multiple strengths include a 
calm demeanor, patience, 

kindness and compassion. 
Looking for full-time/part 
time work in July-August. 
Limited hours from 
February -June. References 
available upon request. 
Please contact Elaine at 
hisdaughterek@gmail.com

FOR SALE

AIR BEDS ALL SIZES, 
Kerri coffee makers, child 
bike carriers, toaster 
ovens, toasters, drip 
coffee makers, slow 
cookers, cordless electric 
tea kettles, Workmate, 
kerosene lanterns, 2" steel 
pipes, Huffy scooters, 
inflatable paddle boats, 

kayak, above ground 
swimming pools, patio sets 
and chairs, patio umbrellas, 
pond de-icer. Products are 
overstock, some returns, 
display from big box stores. 
Phone/text 519-807-4422 
or email pphumc554@
rogers.com for prices.

OLD SPLIT CEDAR - RAILS, 
60 rails measuring 10 ft, 
30 measuring 5 ft, $250.00 
OBO. Call 519-656-1122.

SPRING SALE AT COUNTRY 
Lane Fabrics. Feb. 11-23. 
10% less on all fabrics, 
quilt batts, hosiery, 
gloves, boxed cards, table 
flex, rubber stamps and 

accessories. Selected items 
1/2 price. 519-664-0701.

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF 
Antiques, stamps, 
household goods & 
miscellaneous items, to be 
held at the K.W. Khaki Club, 
2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles 
south of Wellesley, for the 
Earl Stieler Estate, Waterloo 
& additions, on Saturday, 
February 16th @ 10:00 
a.m. Gerber Auctions Ltd. 
519-699-4451 or 698-0138 

CONT PG. 19
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D L Y  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  P A S T ;  C O N F I D E N T L Y  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E . ”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.

Elmira, Ontario
N3B 2Z6

After Hours
Emergency:

519-575-4400
www.woolwich.ca

Phone:
519-669-1647

or 877-969-0094
Fax: 519-669-1820

COMMITTEE OF ADJUSTMENT 
NOTICE OF HEARING

Pursuant to the Planning Act and Ontario Regulations 
197/96 and 200/96

On March 4, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. the Committee will meet to consider the following applications.  
All persons interested in the applications may attend and may contact Nancy Thompson 
regarding meeting details or visit the Township Webpage – Township Services – Mayor and 
Council – Agendas and Minutes and select the applicable meeting date.
The Committee will also consider submissions for or against the applications if submitted 
to the Township of Woolwich no later than 5:00 p.m. on February 26, 2019 (Note that 
this date is before the meeting).  Submissions can be forwarded to Jeremy Vink at the 
address noted at the top of this page, by email jvink@woolwich.ca or by fax 519-669-
4669.  Any submissions received will be included in a comment package and presented 
at the meeting.  Any submissions received will be included in a comment package and 
presented at the meeting.  This information is collected and maintained for the purpose of 
creating a record that is available to the general public at the Committee of Adjustment 
hearing.  Please note that while the Committee may redact some personal information 
such as email addresses and phone numbers, your submissions will otherwise be made 
public in their entirety.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 6/2019 – 2520804 Ontario Inc., 
2194 Three Bridges Road
ZONE/USE:  Agricultural (A) / single detached dwelling, barn and detached garage
The applicant is requesting relief from Section 6.32.5 to reduce the required setback from 
150 metres to approximately 78 metres between a proposed bed and breakfast operation 
at 2194 Three Bridges Road and the neighbouring single detached dwelling located at 
2218 Three Bridges Road.

MINOR VARIANCE APPLICATION A 7/2019 – Empire Communities 
(Riverland) Ltd., Breslau
Townhouse blocks located on Tilbury Street, Blacksmith Drive, Dolman Street and Starlight 
Avenue Breslau being Blocks 138, 140, 141, 143 and 144 Plan 58M-621 and Blocks 105, 
109 and 110 Draft Plan of Subdivision 30T13701
ZONE/USE:  Residential Multiple with Design Guidelines (R-7A), vacant land/proposed 
townhouse units
The applicant is requesting relief from Section 15A.4.4 a) to reduce the external side yard 
setback from 3.0 metres to a minimum of 1.5 metres for 8 townhouse blocks (i.e. Blocks 
105, 109, 110, 138, 140, 141, 143 and 144) in the subdivision.  The external side yard 
is the yard between the end townhouse unit and an adjacent zone (i.e. proposed single 
detached, semi-detached or open space area).  The subject lands are currently vacant.

CONSENT APPLICATION B 2/2018 – Linda and Craig Carter, 108 First 
Street West, Elmira
ZONE/USE:  Residential One Unit Low Density (R-2) / single detached dwelling and an 
accessory building
The applicant received consent approval on March 26, 2018 to create a vacant residential 
lot being no less than 17 metres in width by 45 metres in depth.  The applicant is proposing 
to amend the application by removing those conditions that have been completed and 
continuing the application with the balance of the outstanding items.
NOTICE OF THE DECISION:  Within 10 days of the meeting, a copy of each decision will 
be sent to owners, agents, those who submit written comments, and people who sign 
the register at the meeting.  If you wish to be notified of the decision of the Committee 
of Adjustment in respect to an application, you must submit a written request (to the 
Secretary-Treasurer – Nancy Thompson ext. 6040) or sign the register at the meeting.  This 
will also entitle you to be advised of a possible Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.
APPEAL OF MINOR VARIANCE AND CONSENT APPLICATIONS:  Anyone in opposition to a 
decision may appeal the decision to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal.  The Tribunal may 
dismiss an appeal without holding a hearing if the appellant did not make oral or written 
submissions to the Committee of Adjustment before a decision was given, or does not 
provide a reasonable explanation for having failed to make a submission to the Committee.

TOWNSHIP OF WOOLWICH 
CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Glasgow Street South Bridge # 320144
NOTICE OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION CENTRE / OPEN HOUSE

The Township of Woolwich is hosting a Public Consultation Centre (PCC) to review and discuss 
a Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (EA) for Glasgow Street South including the 
Millennium Boulevard intersection and the two span steel truss bridge located 200 metres 
south of Sawmill Road in Conestogo. The purpose of the study is to determine a strategy to 
address potential load limit exceedances on the Glasgow Street South steel truss bridge, to 
identify the short and long term plan for the bridge, as well as non-compliance of allowable 
turning movements at the intersection of Glasgow Street South and Millennium Boulevard 
(see key map).
The Municipal Class EA study will 
examine these issues in greater 
detail, evaluate potential options and 
impacts
associated with each option, and 
identify the preferred solution to 
address the short and long term 
needs of the bridge.
Several alternatives will be considered 
for the bridge as part of the study. The 
preliminary alternatives for the steel 
truss bridge include: rehabilitation, 
replacement, conversion to a 
pedestrian only bridge, permanent 
closure, removal including 
construction of cul-du-sacs and a “do nothing” alternative, which would eventually result in 
one of the other alternatives. The preliminary alternatives for the Glasgow Street South and 
Millennium Boulevard intersection may include: disconnecting Glasgow Street South from 
Millennium Boulevard, installing a raised median, removing the median and a “do nothing” 
alternative.
An integral component of this study will be consultation with directly affected stakeholders, 
agencies and the general public.
The PCC will be an open house drop-in format with staff from the Township of Woolwich 
and GM BluePlan Engineering available to provide information related to the project and 
address any questions or concerns that you may have. Display boards of the Municipal Class 
EA information, along with information packages and comment forms, will be available for 
your review.
Place: Council Chambers, Township of Woolwich Municipal Office, 

24 Church Street West, Elmira
Date: Wednesday February 20, 2019
Time: 5:30 pm to 8:00 pm
If you have any questions or comments about this study, or would like to be contacted about 
future public events associated with this study, please contact:

Information will be collected in accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act. With the exception of personal information, please note all 
comments will become part of the public record.

This Notice first issued January 22, 2019.
https://www.woolwich.ca/en/township-services/engineering-public-notices.aspx

Ryan Tucker, P. Eng.
Engineering Project Supervisor

Township of Woolwich
24 Church Street West, P.O. Box 158,

Elmira, ON N3B 2Z6
Tel: 519-669-6048

E-mail: rtucker@woolwich.ca

Jack Turner, P. Eng.
Consultant Project Manager

GM BluePlan Engineering Limited
650 Woodlawn Road West, Block C, Unit 2

Guelph, ON N1K 1B8
Tel: 519-824-8150

Email: jack.turner@gmblueplan.ca
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CALL 1 888 2 DONATE for more information or to book an appointment.  Visit www.blood.ca

315 Arthur St. S., Elmira • 519-669-5403

OPEN 7am to Midnight | 7 DAYS A WEEK
DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE Call for Details

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

ELMIRA BLOOD DONOR CLINIC

PROFESSIONAL WORK • AFFORDABLE PRICES

TOWN COUNTRY
FEN C IN G
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

GENERAL DELIVERY, ARISS ONTARIO  N0B 1B0
GUELPH: (519) 822-8929  CAMBRIDGE: (519) 654-7068

FAX: (519) 822-7481

RR #2 Wallenstein, Ontario

Bus: 519-698-9930
Res: 519-698-2213

22 Church St. W
Elmira

Hours: Mon to Sat 6am to 5:30pm | Closed Sundays & Holidays

519-669-5353

Breakfast • Coffee • Soups • Sandwiches •
Donuts • Muffins • Bread • Pies • Cookies

100 South Field Dr. • 519-669-4964
CLEAN • DRY • SECURE

Various 
sizes & 
rates

2192 Floradale Rd. ~ Floradale, On.
(519) 669-1381

• Fabrics
• Men's Wear
• Ladies Coats
• China
• Glass Ware

Mon. Closed · Tues.-Fri. 8-6 · Sat. 8-5

2170 FLORADALE RD., FLORADALE • 519-669-2183

CLM
MODULAR BUILDINGS
MOVING & LEASING

35 Howard Ave. • 519-669-3232
Farm - Auto - Truck - Industrial and we have On-the-farm service

The Quality You Demand, the Service You Deserve. 

1.800.265.6126  |

Give Blood …
 to save lives.
The Next Elmira Clinic: at Lion’s Hall, Elmira

Friday, Feb 22nd, 2019 from 2:00 - 7:30 pm 

Being in the paper is one of life’s
highlights.  Relive it with a reprint.

GET IT IN THEWe have photos to share.

observerxtra.com/photo-reprints
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES • AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Humidity or Heating
Issues in Your Home?

CALL 519-206-0336
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE   www.koebelhcm.com

Give us a call or visit us online.

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN AND MINIBUS TRANSPORTATION
“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Ditner Construction

Wayne Ditner
Gary Ditner

5120 Perth Line 91, RR #2 Palmerston, ON N0G2P0

519-741-6937 Palmerston
226-339-6607 Elmira

Concrete Construction
Floors * Patio * Driveway

Walkways 
Broom-Stamped-exposed 

Foundations - ICF 
Also Post Hole Drilling, 

Fences and Framing 

GENERAL SERVICES • GENERAL SERVICES • GENERAL SERVICES • GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES • HOME IMPROVEMENT OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALWAYS
BUYING
Jewellery,
Old Coins
& Paper
Money

991 Victoria St. N
Kitchener

519-579-9302
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R E A L  E S T A T E  L I S T I N G S  &  S E R V I C E S

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

ONLY ONE UNIT REMAINING IN THE FIRST PHASE OF TOWN HOMES! 
Base Price includes finished basement $492,000.  2+1 bedroom, 3 full bathrooms, central air 
conditioning, gas fireplace, hardwood & ceramic flrs, custom kitchen with island, master 
ensuite, main floor laundry, walkout + more!  EXCLUSIVE

PARADIGM ELMIRA HOMES

WANT TO SELL? CALL US TODAY TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR PROPERTY IS WORTH!

$584,000  ELMIRA - BACKSPLIT
Well maintained 4 level backsplit in a 
desirable area, 3+ bdrms, 2 bathrooms.  
Updated kitchen offers stainless 
appliances, breakfast bar, walkout off 
the dinette to the deck & yard.   Open 
railing to the lower level family room 
with gas fireplace, 4th level is 
unfinished and offers plenty of space.  
Dbl car garage, 4+ parking.  MLS

$624,900  ELMIRA
Just move in and enjoy!  Beautifully 
finished top to bottom.  Open concept 
main floor with cathedral ceiling, 
hardwood flrs, gas fireplace, bright 
kitchen w/appliances, walkout of the 
large dining area to deck, fenced 
yard & shed.  3 bedrooms, 4 
bathrooms, finished rec. room has a 
corner gas fireplace.  Great 
nieghbourhood.  NEW MLS

NEW PRICE!

Happy Family Day From Our Family to Yours

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

From $499,900

Brand new freehold townhouses w/ev-
erything on one level! 2 bdrms (master 
will accom. a king size bed).  2 bathrms 
(ensuite) & walk-in closet. Custom kitch 
w/lots of cabinetry, granite, island & pan-
try.  Open concept to great rm w/gas fire-
place & tray ceiling.  Open staircase.  9’ 
ceilings.10’ garage door & wide garage. 
Exclusive listing

BUR OAK, ELMIRA

$409,900

Perfect starter home! Steps from 
the recreational complex. Central 
downtown location. 1½ storey home,  
completely redecorated. Mostly new 
flooring throughout. Replacement win-
dows, doors, furnace & central air. 
Two bedrooms on the main floor & 
two bedrooms upstairs. Freshly paint-
ed throughout. Unfinished basement. 
Detached garage.  MLS

21 ERNST ST. ELMIRA

$499,900

Great family home in established neigh-
bourhood.  Deep private yard with ma-
ture trees.  Formal L.R. & D.R. with new 
hardwood flooring, eat-in kitchen with 
appliances incl.  3+ bdrms. New hard-
wood & carpeting. Finished basement 
with recroom w/woodstove, games area, 
4th bdrm& full bath. Dbl asphalt drive-
way, private patio area. MLS

56 FALCON DR. ELMIRA

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

�������������������������������������������
�������	���

Drayton -  Welcome to 30 Parkside St. in Drayton! Beautiful single detached home, built in 2006, has 
much to offer!  3 bedrms, 4 bathrms, ensuite & walk-in closet, some new flooring, upper floor laundry, 
appliances included, walk-in pantry, mudroom, gas fireplace, open concept feel, finished basement 
with wet bar, double car garage with ample parking, huge deck, large corner lot....with all of this and 
more, don't wait to preview this home! Call us today!   

$499,900$499,900
NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

OPEN
HOUSE
Saturday,
Feb 16th, 1-3pm 
30 Parkside St., Drayton

ELMIRA - Let your creative side run wild!!! This affordable home is located in desirable Elmira and 
offers 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. Enjoy the sun rise while looking over your private yard, backing 
onto fields.  Don't miss out on this great opportunity!!!!

$319,900$319,900

SOLD
Drayton -  A rare opportunity to own a custom built bungalow in a picturesque country setting only 
30 minutes to KW. This meticulously maintained home has an open concept feel and is finished 
from top to bottom.  With the sprawling island, formal living room, family room and main floor 
laundry, this home has been well thought out. Entertaining is a breeze in this huge rec room, two 
bedrooms and an office in the basement.  In addition to the single garage, the 24X24 ft detached 
workshop will impress. Call today to visit this property!

$874,900$874,900
SOLD

4433 Line 72 Newton

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

MLS# 30700766

Dream Garage/Work Shop This one will not last long

$460,000

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Cozy 3 bedroom Bungalow in quiet town of Newton.  This 
Property offers a large 25’ X  50’ a�ached workshop, pipes 
already installed for in floor hea�ng.  Main floor windows and 
doors all replaced in last 6 years … Roof only 7 years old.  Large 
lot for Summer BBQ’s …  invite all your friends and family …. 
Overnight parking for ALL!!!!

SOLD

Buying or 
selling?

BOOK YOUR AD TODAY!
observerxtra.com/advertising-media-kit

Your #1 source
for local real
estate.

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS – CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

AUCTIONS

MON FEB 18 AT 12:00 NOON - TOY 
auction of approx 350 toys including 
tractor trailers; farm machinery; 
tractors; banks; literature; cars; 
precision; and much more at the 
St. Jacobs Community Centre 29 
Parkside Dr., St. Jacobs for area 
collectors. Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 519 
656 3555 www.jantziauctions.com

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. Delivered. 
Call George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN - AT 
competitive pricing. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - ICE SALT 
comes in 20 & 40kg's, Ice 
melt comes in 20kg bags. 
Call George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

ORGANIC FERTILIZER FOR SALE. 
Sulfur 90 and Sulfate Potash. 
Call George Haffner Trucking at 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

HORSES

WANTED TO BUY CROSSBRED 15 
hand horse. Broke to drive 
and ride. Must be traffic proof. 
Phone 519-222-9999.

RENTALS

AVAILABLE MARCH 1, ELMIRA 3 
bed main flr bungalow, quiet 
neighbourhood, utilities included, 
shared laundry, no smoking/pets. 
$1375/m call/text 519-574-6105

TRADES & 
SERVICES

GENERATOR REPAIRS. JOHN AT 
226-622-4598.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
Renovations. Over 35 years 
experience. Please call 519-496-
7539 or email ron.spncr@gmail.com

BAKERS, CARPENTERS, ETC.

Let them
eat cake.
Book an ad
for your
skilled
trade!

LOOKING FOR
LOCAL WORK? 
YOU’VE COME TO THE RIGHT PLACE.
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Bauman, Lovina 
(nee Bearinger)

Peacefully passed away on Friday, 
February 8, 2019 at Barnswallow Place 
Care Community, Elmira, in her 93rd 
year. Beloved wife of the late Leonard 
H. Bauman (2011). Dear mother of 
Maynard and Martha of Stratford, La-
verne and Erla of Heidelberg, Marlene 
and Edward Gingerich of St. Jacobs, 
and Omar Bauman and Brenda Elliott 
of Guelph. Lovingly remembered by 
her 12 grandchildren, and 29 great-
grandchildren. Sister and sister-in-law 
of Eva Bearinger, Salome Bearinger, 
Annie Bowman, and Edna and Orlan 
Martin. Predeceased by her parents 
Osiah and Susannah (Weber) Bearinger, 
five children, two grandchildren and a 
great-grandchild, sister Lucinda (Noah) 
Bauman, brothers Ivan (Ida), Abner 
and Cleason, brother-in-law Emanuel 
Bowman. Lovina was a longtime, faith-
ful member of Countryside Mennonite 
Fellowship. The family received their 
relatives and friends from 2-4 p.m. 
and 7-9 p.m. on Monday, February 11, 
2019 at Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 
Arthur St. S., Elmira. A funeral service 
was held on Tuesday, February 12, 2019 
at 2 p.m. at Countryside Mennonite Fel-
lowship, 3745 Hergott Rd., Hawkesville, 
followed by interment in Elmira Men-
nonite Cemetery. In Lovina’s memory, 
donations to Christian Aid Ministries 
would be appreciated by the family.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

100% LOCAL

Beetham, Melvyn William 
February 16, 1939 – February 3, 2019

Passed away with his beloved wife 
by his side at Grand River Hospital, 
Kitchener, at the age of 79 years. Mel, of 
Waterloo, was the best friend and lov-
ing husband of Judy Beetham. Much 
loved and admired father of Karen and 
Monty Steenson of Elmira, Donna and 
Mike Fisher of Waterloo, and Lynne 
and Paul Cormier of Washington, DC. 
Adored Grandpa Mel of Kelly and Sean 
Wells, Jen and Peter Nighswander; Am-
ber and Jeremy Fisher; Sarah Fiander 
and Corey Howard, and Emily Fiander. 
Proud great-grandpa of Evelyn and 
Jacob; Rowan and Lachlan; and Mia. 
Lovingly remembered by his extended 
family and friends. Mel was a former 
employee of BF Goodrich. His passion 
was his family. He enjoyed lifelong 
learning, reading, golfing, and play-
ing cards. A private family service has 
taken place. As expressions of sympa-
thy, donations to Crohn’s and Colitis 
Canada would be appreciated.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Daniel M.
Suddenly, as a result of an accident, 
on Wednesday, February 6, 2019, at 
the age of 46 years. Daniel Martin 
was the beloved husband of Naomi 
(Brubacher) Martin of RR 2, Elmira. 
Loving father of Selema, Sarah, 
Miriam, Verna, Moses, Amy, Rebecca, 
Edwin and Ella, all at home. Son of 
Ammon Martin and his wife Sarah. 
Brother of Sarah and Amzie Martin of 
Listowel, Hannah and George Martin 
of Val Gagné, Ada and Henry Bowman 
of Hawkesville, Weaver and Esther 
of St. Jacobs, Salome Martin of Val 
Gagné, Aaron and Eileen of Val Gagné, 
Emma and Bartholomew Brubacher of 
Teeswater, Maryann and Henry Mar-
tin of St. Clements, and Lena Martin 
of Val Gagné. Also remembered by his 
mother and father-in-law, Aaron and 
Minerva (Bauman) Brubacher, and 
the extended Brubacher family. Prede-
ceased by his mother, Velina W. Martin 
(2017). The family received relatives 
and friends on Saturday, February 9, 
2019 from 1-6 p.m. and Sunday, Febru-
ary 10, 2019 from 1-6 p.m. at his home, 
1925 Northfield Dr. E., RR 2, Elmira. A 
private family service was held at his 
home on Monday, February 11, 2019 at 
9 a.m., then to Winterbourne Menno-
nite Meeting House for burial and pub-
lic service. Arrangements entrusted to 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Alvin H.
Passed away at his residence on Satur-
day, February 9, 2019, at the age of 85 
years. Alvin Martin was the husband 
of Almeda (Martin) Martin for 63 years. 
Father of Marie and Orvie Horst of 
Elora, Lorene and Amsey Martin of 
Drayton, Erma and David Horst of El-
mira, Earl and Shirley of Elmira, Cleon 
and Ellen of Clifford. Grandfather of 31 
grandchildren and 20 great-grandchil-
dren. Survived by brother Sidney Mar-
tin of Elmira. Predeceased by son Oscar 
(1970), parents Levi and Selina (Horst) 
Martin, brother Ammon and Lovina 
Martin, sister Malinda and Henry 
Metzger, and sister-in-law Velina (Mrs. 
Sidney) Martin. The family received 
relatives and friends from 1-4 and 6-8 
p.m. on Monday, February 11, 2019, and 
1-4 p.m. on Tuesday, February 12, 2019 
at the home of Earl and Shirley Martin, 
1246 Wittick Road, Elmira. A family 
service took place at the home at 9 a.m. 
on Wednesday, February 13, 2019, then 
to Elmira Mennonite Meeting House 
for burial and public service. Arrange-
ments entrusted to the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Martin, Almeda 
(Kraemer)

Passed away at her residence on Sat-
urday, February 9, 2019 at the age of 
87 years. Almeda Martin was the wife 
of the late Christian Martin (2002). 
Mother of Lena and John Burkhart of 
RR 3, Wallenstein, Mary and Sidney 
Weber of RR 3, Listowel, Ivan and 
Minerva Martin of RR 1, St. Clements. 
Grandmother of 20 grandchildren and 
49 great-grandchildren. Survived by 
sister Adeline and Emmanuel Bauman, 
sisters-in-law Anna (Mrs. David) Krae-
mer, and Agnes (Mrs. Osiah) Kraemer, 
and brother-in-law Leonard and Gladys 
Martin. Predeceased by two grandchil-
dren, parents Israel and Magdalena 
(Brubacher) Kraemer, siblings Lovina 
and Milton Frey, David Kraemer, Osiah 
Kraemer, Elam and Almeda Kraemer, 
Amos and Amanda Bauman, Sidney 
and Hannah Bearinger, Aaron and 
Salome Martin, Edwin and Margaret 
Martin, Isaiah and Maryann Martin. 
Visitation was held at the home of 
Ivan and Minerva Martin, 3080 Empey 
Road, RR 1, St. Clements, on Sunday, 
February 10, 2019 from 2-6 p.m. and 
Monday February 11, 2019 from 2-6 
p.m. A family service took place at the 
home on Tuesday, February 12, 2019, at 
9 a.m., then to Conestoga Mennonite 
Meeting House for burial and public 
service. Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY DEATH 
NOTICES

William “John” Leslie Campbell
Passed away peacefully on February 
7, 2019 at Carleton Lodge, Ottawa, On. 
He was born on October 13, 1934 in 
Flesherton, On.  Beloved husband of 
the late Isabel (Ostrander) and loving 
father of Bob, David, Mary (Naciuk) 
and Andy. Adored by grandchildren 
Tiffany, Rani, Michelle, Thomas, Dun-
can, Douglas, Emma and Rowan. He 
was brother to the late Agnes (Field), 
late Jim, Margaret (Forbes), Glen, Olive 
(Ellis), Joan (Sewell), Edward Lemmon, 
and Beverley McInnis. John was an 
avid outdoorsman and enjoyed fish-
ing, hunting and camping. He was a 
veteran of the Canadian Armed Forces 
and served with the Queens Own Rifles 
of Canada. After the armed forces John 
served as a police officer for the Bramp-
ton City Police, Chief of the Elmira Po-
lice Force and then various duties with 
the Waterloo Regional Police. He was a 
past president of the Elmira Branch of 
the Royal Canadian Legion and a mem-
ber of the Lions Club.

Funeral Arrangements

A celebration of John’s life will be held 
at a later date.  Donations to Wounded 
Warriors Canada would be gratefully 
acknowledged by the family. If you 
are making your donation online 
or by cheque directly to the charity, 
please include the following note with 
your gift “please notify the family”.  
Online condolences may be made at 
marsdenmclaughlin.com

www.marsdenmclaughl in .com

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

EDENBOROUGH, 
ROBERT JOHN - 
Passed away peace-
fully on Saturday, 
February 9, 2019 at 
Barnswallow Place 
Care Community, 
Elmira, at the age of 
71 years. 

KURTZ, BRENT 
TIMOTHY - Passed 
away suddenly 
with his family by 
his side at Guelph 
General Hospital on 
Thursday, February 
7, 2019, at the age 
of 58. 

WILKEN, SHIRLEY 
MARIE (NEE STE-
PHENSON) - Passed 
away peacefully 
with her family by 
her side on Tuesday, 
February 5, 2019, at 
her home in Elmira, 
at the age of 83 
years.

Need a 
gig that 
pays?
Check
out our 
help 
wanteds!

FIND WORK IN THE OBSERVER



LIVING
HERE

OBSERVERXTRA .COM  |  THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2019 | 21

CHECK IT OUT GETTING AROUND

Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Carnegie libraries continue to be in the spotlight 
as Architectural Conservancy Ontario presents the 
second lecture of this year’s educational series, an 
evening with architect Phillip Carter of Port Hope 
on Feb. 21. Carter will examine the creative ways in 
which his retrofits and additions to Carnegie buildings 
have extended their lives without compromising the 
beauty of their original designs. The Lectures are 
hosted at WalterFedy, 675 Queen St. S., Kitchener and 
begin at 7 p.m.

Regional council wants the Ontario Ministry of 
Training, Colleges and Universities to deem universal 
transit passes as a mandatory student fee as part of 
the implementation of the province’s much-criticized 
“Student Choice” initiative. The Region of Waterloo is 
party to five U-Pass agreements, covering the under-
graduate and graduate student associations at Wilfrid 
Laurier University and the University of Waterloo, plus 
Renison University College.

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

“ Family isn’t always blood. It’s the people in 
your life who want you in theirs. The ones 
who accept you for who you are. The ones 
who would do anything to see you smile  
and who love you know matter what” 

 Happy Family Day from our family to yours.

– The Leroy’s Auto Care Team

Once upon a time, root 
vegetables were sta-
ples of our winter diet, 

simply because they stored 
well and we didn’t have the 
plethora of fresh – or “fresh” 
– fruits and vegetables readi-
ly available today.

Some have remained year-
round parts of many diets 
– think potatoes, onions and 
carrots – while others are 
much less sexy – think or 
turnips and rutabagas. This 
recipe for Creamy Gingered 
Rutabaga gives the root crop 

CHEF'S TABLE

Getting to the root of a tasty use for an overlooked vegetable

its due. Incidentally, turnips 
and rutabagas are often 
considered to be the same, 
though that’s not the case: 
they’re different plants.

Turnips are part of the 

cabbage family, along with 
mustard and radish, for 
example. 

The rutabaga was ‘discov-
ered’ in northern Europe, a 
chance cross between a tur-
nip and a cabbage. It was first 
recorded in 1620, in Sweden, 
where it was very popular, 
thus giving it the names 
‘Swedish turnip’ and ‘swede.’ 
It was gradually introduced 
throughout Europe and 
North America during the 
1700s and 1800s, and ad-
opted readily in Canada be-

cause it is well suited to cool 
northern climates. During 
the 1800s and early 1900s, 
rutabagas were an important 
livestock feed, often substi-
tuted for turnips.

So, rutabagas it is in this 
case. Contrary to its image, 
this recipe really delivers a 
zesty flavour change. It freez-
es well and is a good use for 
leftover mashed rutabaga.

Creamy Gingered 
Rutabaga

1 small rutabaga (1/2 lb/250 
g), cubed 
1/4 cup water
1/2 cup cubed cream cheese
1 Tbsp. brown sugar
1/4 tsp. each of ground ginger 
and salt
A pinch each of ground nut-
meg and pepper

1. Cut one small rutabaga into 
cubes, about 4 cups/1 L. Cook 
covered, in a 4-cup casserole dish 
in a 1/4 cup of water on high for 10 
minutes or until fork tender; drain 
well and mash. 

2. Stir in 1/2cup cubed cream 
cheese, the brown sugar, the 
ground ginger and salt and a 
pinch each of ground nutmeg and 
pepper.

3. Note: This microwave recipe 
was tested in a 700-watt micro-
wave oven. Power level terminol-
ogy in microwave ovens varies; 
check your owner's manual and 
use whichever word or number 
gives you the same percentages 
as in the recipe (high is always 
100%). If your oven differs, cook-
ing times may vary.

It may be February, but you can get a taste of warmer climes
AN EVENTFUL WEEKEND

FAISAL ALI

It may be a cold, dreary and 
just plain miserable outside 
at this time of the year, but 
those hoping for a bit of 
light and some heat this 
family day weekend are 
sure to find it at the Bring 
On the Sunshine festival. 
Running all day long this 
Sunday (February 17) at the 
Kitchener City Hall, the 
festival will be celebrating 
the sights, sounds and im-
mense variety of cultures 
of a continent, right within 
the heart of the city.

It’s a perfect remedy for 
the February winter blues, 
says event co-organizer 
Jacqui Terry-Carroll, when 
the shortest month of the 
year can sometimes feel 
like the longest.

“February's tough, right? 
It's a long month. So we de-
cided to put on this event 
and we called it Bring On 
The Sunshine,” said Ter-
ry-Carroll. A native of Zim-
babwe herself, the Elmira 
resident wanted to share in 
the best and the brightest 

A daylong celebration of the music, dance and art of Africa will be in full swing this Sunday at the city hall in Kitchener. [SUBMITTED]

Bring On The Sunshine festival offers up a celebration of African dance, music, arts and crafts spanning a continent

SUNSHINE | 22

of her home to Canada.
“There's a music stage 

all day, there's dance work-
shops, we have a gumboot 
dance workshop by a group 
that's coming out, there's 
belly dancing,” she says. 
“There's a couple of local 
bands that are performing 
– there's a local band called 
eKhaya that'll be on stage. 

There's lots of activity for 
kids and art and games and 
vendors and food and all 
the things that you would 
expect at a festival. And 
yeah, that's all happening 
this Sunday, so we're nearly 
there.”

A fashion show is also 
planned to run at the event, 
which give attendees an 

opportunity to walk the 
cat walk in African garb. 
Several spoken word artists 
will be performing as well, 
as well as drumming cir-
cles, youth workshops and 
more.

“A huge part of why we 
do this is just the sense of 
community and people 
coming together to cele-

brate in a really dark time 
of the year when people 
usually just stay at home in 
their basements,” says Ter-
ry-Carroll. 

The event is run en-
tirely by volunteers, she 
notes, with a lot of support 
coming from the festival’s 
youth leadership group 
which helps organize the 

event.
This will be the eighth 

festival to light up the re-
gion, with contributions of 
dozens of artists and ven-
dors spanning a continent 
that is often incorrectly 
grouped into a single enti-
ty: Africa.

“We kind of get lumped 
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together under one um-
brella, but Africans are very 
diverse,” says Terry-Carroll.

The festival initially 
grew out of a shared desire 
between Terry-Carroll and 
fellow immigrants from 
Zimbabwe to invite African 
youth and youth of colour 
living in Canada to learn 
about their roots, she ex-
plains.

“Initially, we actually got 
together because we no-
ticed that kids in our com-
munity were just struggling 
to settle in and struggling 
to kind of earn their heri-
tage,” she says of the gene-
sis of the festival.

“There's a lot of bad rep-
resentation about Africa, 
and the kids didn't want 
to be from there because 
they didn't know anything 
good about where they 
were from. And those of 
us who'd grown up there 
obviously had some stories 
to tell and some cultural 
things to share.”

So the group created 
Africa Camp, which runs 
each year in the month of 
August.

“We got together and 
we did games and music 
and storytelling and art 
workshops and all kinds of 
things with the kids that 
was about sharing culture,” 
says Terry-Carroll. “We had 
so much fun doing that 
that the we decided that 
we were going to put on a 
party, because Africans are 
good at throwing parties.”

The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 

local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 

is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 

open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 

advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 

to be made online at www.observerxtra.com/event-list.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

FEBRUARY 14

EVERGREEN SENIORS' FELLOWSHIP. "MUSIC AND DRAMA" 
with David and Nancy Seiling. Ventriloquists. "Valentine 
Memories"  Evergreen show and tell. Join us at Woodside 
Church, Elmira at 10:30 a.m. $7 donation includes hot 
lunch.

NEW HORIZONS, A GROUP FOR BOOMERS, ZOOMERS AND 
seniors. Be informed, inspired and socialize. Enjoy coffee 
or tea and a delicious snack. $2 admission. Kevin Snyder, 
Heritage Farms will speak on "The Sweet Smell of Success 
and Maple Syrup."

SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT BRESLAU COMMUNITY CENTRE 
at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you to join us 
for a light lunch and fellowship. $7. Please call 519-664-
1900 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 18

FAMILY FUN DAY AT FLORADALE MENNONITE CHURCH, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Featuring two shows by children's 
entertainer Barry O (ll a.m. and 1 p.m.) Bouncy castle, 
games, magic shows and cookie decorating.

ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY PRESENTS: 
Andria Fromanger "Rare and Unusual Houseplants." at 
Trinity United Church, Elmira 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Members 
free; $2 for non-members.

FEBRUARY 19

TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
Elmira from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Ham & scalloped 
potatoes, hot vegetable, salad, bread, cherry cheesecake, 
beverage. $12 per person.

FEBRUARY 20

YOUNG AT HEART CLUB MAKE YOUR OWN LAVENDER 
scented hand salve with  Louisa. Please call 226-789-
8904 or email s.mar@sympatico.ca to reserve. Space is 
limited. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at St. Clements Community Centre.

WOOLWICH SENIORS' ASSOCIATION BOOK CLUB AT 
Woolwich Community Centre, 10 a.m. Our book selection 
is "Blindness" by author Jose Saramago. Come on out and 
join the conversation. Limited number of copies available 
for lone. Call 519-669-2643.

SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT WELLESLEY COMMUNITY 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for a light lunch and fellowship. $7. Please call 519-
664-1900 by Feb. 15 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 25

SENIORS LUNCH CLUB AT WOOLWICH MEMORIAL CENTRE, 
Elmira at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for a light lunch and fellowship. $7. Please call 519-
664-1900 by noon Feb. 22 to sign up.

COMMUNICATION & CONFLICT RESOLUTION. LEARN TIPS 
for clarifying your goals in a dispute and how to generate win-
win solutions, especially in situations in which mental health 
concerns may be involved. Join us 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs

FEBRUARY 26

SEEING CHANGES IN AN OLDER ADULT.  COULD IT BE 
medication side effects, early signs of dementia, delirium, 
stress or depression? Join us 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
Woolwich Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs.

FEBRUARY 27

SENIORS' COMMUNITY DINING AT LINWOOD COMMUNITY 
Centre, Linwood at noon. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for lunch, fellowship and 
entertainment. $12. Please call 519-664-1900 by noon 
Feb. 25 to sign up.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

 ■ Sunshine: All things African

FROM 21

So they put on a festival, 
which immediately became 
a smash hit. In the first 
year of the festival alone, 
the event drew about 750 
people – well above the 100 
or so guests they were ex-
pecting, and the event con-
tinues to draw on the popu-
lar support of people across 
the region, including right 
within the townships.

“I've been a couple of 
times. There's something 
for everybody,” said Elmi-
ra resident and township 
councillor Scott McMillan. 
“The food is great, the mu-
sic is really entertaining, 
the dancing, the art, the 
crafts, the stuff for kids. 
It's a fun time. It's not just 
something that you go to, 
it's not just a charity event. 
It's a fun event. Whatever 
you're into, you can find 
something there that inter-
ests you.”

The Bring On the Sun-
shine festival will be held 
at the Kitchener City Hall, 
200 King St. W., on Sunday. 
Doors open at 10 a.m. while 
the stage runs from noon 
to 5 p.m. Entry to the event 
is by donation, and free 
parking is available at the 
underground lot below.

“Come out for a 
multi-cultural experience,” 
says Alice Penny, festival 
director and resident of 
Elmira. “Great food, work-
shops, music. Anything 
that authentically reminds 
us of home. A sense of 
community.”

The event will feature the both performances and interactive work-
shops. [SUBMITTED]
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BRAIN FOOD

The measure of a kilogram gets revised, as do other metrics

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

Q.  “When School Got 
Cancelled Because of the 
Super Bowl,” the headline 
reads.  When did THAT 
happen?

     A.  In 2001, on the island of 
Guam, an “unincorporated 
organized territory” of the 
United States, much closer 
to the Philippines than to the 
continental U.S., says Dan 
Lewis on his “Now I Know” 
website.  As American citi-
zens, islanders have adopted 
many mainland customs, in-
cluding an interest in the big 
football game.  But because 
Guam sits in the Chamorra 
Time Zone (a 15-to-18-hour 
shift forward, depending on 
the game’s location), kickoff 
was 9:30 Monday morning.  
“Year after year, Super Bowl 
Monday on Guam is marked 
with half-empty classrooms 

as kids (and some teachers, 
too) take the day off to watch 
the big game.”

In 2001, Guam’s Depart-
ment of Education (DOE) 
called a strategic “time out,” 
drawing on one of its unused 
typhoon makeup days in the 
school schedule, “to give ev-
eryone a day off on the foot-
ball-created pseudo-holiday 
that year.”

Fans were no doubt de-
lighted but approval was not 
universal.  According to the 
“New York Times,” one local 
paper berated the DOE for 
using the day “spuriously on 
trivial matters” and called 
it “a dangerous precedent.”  
Since then, there have been 
no reports of school in Guam 
being cancelled for the Super 
Bowl.
 
     Q.  You may never have 

ACROSS
1. Gab
5. Dick
8. Arias, usually
12. Half-brother of  

Tom Sawyer

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

 ■  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a doctorate 
in physics. Together the brothers  bring 
you “Strange But True.” Send  STRANGE 
questions to sbtcolumn@gmail.com

been on a safari, but that 
word and others have 
travelled through time 
and place to settle in the 
English language.  Can you 
define these words and 
their origins: “aubade,” 
“kurbash,” “postiche” and 
“prosopography”?

     A.  “Safari,” you know, is 
“an expedition to observe 
(or, in the past, to hunt) wild 
animals in their natural 
habitat,” says Anu Garg on 
his “A.Word.A.Day” website.  
“Aubade” (O-bahd), from 
the French, Spanish and 
Latin “albus” (white), means 
“a morning song, poem or 
music.”  “Kurbash,” “a whip, 
especially one made of 
hippopotamus or rhinoceros 
hide,” has its origin in Arabic 
and Turkish.

Derived from the French, 

Italian and Latin is “pos-
tishe” (poh-STEESH), a 
“hairpiece” or an “imitation” 
or “sham.” Finally, “proso-
pography” has its roots in 
German, Latin and Greek 
and means “a study of peo-
ple in a group, identifying 
patterns, connections, etc.:  
a collective biography.”  Its 
earliest documented use 
was 1577.
 
     Q.  The two scientists 
have had the equation tat-
tooed on their arms, along 

with a French phrase, 
which in English trans-
lates as “for all times and 
for all people.”  What are 
they celebrating?

     A.  As of May 20, 2019, the 
kilogram will no longer be 
defined by a metal cylinder 
carefully secured under sev-
eral bell jars and sequestered 
in a controlled environ-
ment near Paris, says Emily 
Conover in “Science News” 
magazine. Instead, the mass 
of a kilogram will be defined 
by a fundamental constant of 
nature known as the Planck 
constant, “fixed at exactly 
6.62607015 x 10 (to the minus 
34th power) kilograms times 
meters squared per second.”

In 1795, France adopted a 
standardized system of units, 
the metric system, known 
formally as the International 

System of Units, with the 
goal that the seven units 
should be accessible to ev-
eryone and last forever. But 
the kilogram fell short of this, 
as did three other units.  On 
May 20, 2019, the kilogram, 
as well as the ampere (unit of 
electric current), kelvin (tem-
perature) and mole (amount 
of a substance), will conform 
to the ideal.

 Though most people 
won’t notice the change, me-
trologist David Newell and 
physicist Stephan Schlam-
minger of the National 
Institute of Standards and 
Technology in Maryland will 
herald the event in distinc-
tive fashion.

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain 

firing on all synapes. This crossword is only published in The Observer 

handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

OBSERVER SODOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 

3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 

outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 

We have moved!
1010 Industrial Cr., St. Clements

519.698.2610 • 519.699.0404
1.800.663.2941 • NEW Fax #: 519.699.2081

Dr. Murray Runstedler • Dr. Paul Sostar
Dr. Andrew MacLeod • Dr. Kelly Haelzle

Dr. Amanda Topp • Dr. Beth Van Rys

To Hawkesville

To Linwood

Lobsinger Line

H
er

g
o

tt
 R

o
ad

Industrial Cr.

NEW
LOCATION

St. Clements

To Waterloo

• Now serving you from three locations: Linwood (at 3836 Manser Rd, right next 
    to old clinic), St. Clements and Mount Forest
• Other than the new address and Fax # everything else remains the same
• Delivery services and out of hours coverage are unchanged.

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATIONS ARE PLANNED FOR SPRING!

65. Beethoven's  
"Moonlight ___"

70. ___ es Salaam
73. Latin 101 verb
75. Code-cracking org.
77. Hardly any
79. M.D.'s specialty
80. You can spend it  

in Romania
81. Prince Valiant's son
82. Atlas abbr.
84. Mr. Clown (80's arcade)

15. Blood: Prefix
16. Relieved
18. "For shame!"
19. Closest system to Sol
21. Dust remover
22. Living units: Abbr.

23. ___ orange
26. Anger
28. Neet rival
31. Common Market letters
33. Parmenides' home
34. Sets (on)
36. Meeting place
39. Egyptian goddess of truth
40. Control, symbolically
41. Shrink in fear
42. Bit of high jinks
44. Atl. crosser, Concorde for 

example
45. ___ Zadora, starlet
46. Earth clock-keeping
53. Mexican "guy" (slang)
54. Big picture?: Abbr.55. 

Chicago's ___  
Expressway

57. Main cloud cleaner
61. Autonomous region  

on the Pearl River
63. "___ boy!"
64. Very bright
66. Caught in the act
67. Congers
68. N.Y.C. division
69. Attention
71. Bonanza find
72. Roman sandal
74. Boy, to his madre
76. Berne's river
78. Grumpy sun clock-keeping
83. Dutch city
85. Aardvark
86. Firm parts: Abbr.
87. Miserable ground cover
88. Antares, for one
89. Juliet, to Romeo
90. Animal shelters

DOWN
1. Personal magnetism
2. Daughter of Loki,  

in Norse myth
3. Curse
4. Okinawa port
5. Special attention, for short
6. Abbr. in a help wanted ad
7. Swindler
8. Ushers
9. Unwelcome obligations
10. Celtic Neptune
11. Radiohead "__teque"
12. Enter quietly
13. World of Vulcanism
14. Put down
17. "The Racer's Edge"

20. Uppity galaxy center (Abbrev.)
24. Son of Ramses I
25. An earth sci.
27. Cheery
29. Balloon filler
30. Actually existing (Latin)
32. Rhodes of Rhodesia
35. Ado
37. Beseech
38. Box
43. Cad
45. Classic theater name

47. Cornerstone abbr.
48. Working together
49. Argonaut who slew Castor
50. Fallen space rock
51. "The door's open!"
52. Charges
56. Normal powers of mind
58. Huxtable boy
59. Came from behind
60. European tongue
61. Coleridge character
62. Arthur Godfrey played it
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1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

THIS WEEKS
 DEALS!

IN STOCK

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT
67

/ LIN FT
67

7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

MDF PRIMED WHITE 
BASEBOARDS

IN STOCK

SLATE
LEDGESTONE

$397
REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

from per sq ft

WOW! HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

5MM THICK 
LOOSE LAY VINYL

$287
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

IN STOCK

ENGINEERED CLICK
HARDWOOD

$299
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

from per sq ft

HANDSCRAPED!

IN STOCK

12MM THICK
LAMINATE

$147
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

RANDOM LENGTHS

IN STOCK

6MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$177
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

FEBRUARY 14-17 4 DAYS ONLY!
THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 9-6 10-5

IN STOCK

12 X 24
PORCELAIN TILE

$177
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

MODERN GRAY

IN STOCK

PATTERNED 
TILES NEW!

$297
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from per sq ft

FLOOR OR WALL

Limited Time Offers. Offers subject to change without notice. *MSRP of ($20,895/$19,995) on 2019 Impreza 5-dr Convenience (KG1CP) / 2019 Impreza 4-dr Convenience MT (KF1CP.) Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus charges for 
Freight/PDI ($1,650), Air Conditioning Charge ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($16.50), OMVIC Fee ($10), Dealer Admin ($249). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank of gas. Taxes, license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security 
deposit. **Lease rate of (1.99%) for 48 months. Lease payments of ($67/$65) weekly with ($0) down payment. Purchase option of ($11,850/$10,942) with ($443/$441) due on signing. Lease rates include additional $500 Stackable Subaru 
Dollars available to lease/finance customers using Subaru Canada supported rates only. Lease based on a maximum of (20,000 km/year for 48 months), with excess charged at $0.10/km. Lease end value of $9,911/ $9,921. Subject to 
credit approval by Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Leasing and financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services by TCCI. Other lease and finance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may 
be required. Models shown: 2019 Impreza 5-dr Sport-Tech EyeSight Pkg AT with an MSRP of $31,095 /2019 Impreza 4-dr Sport-Tech EyeSight Pkg AT with an MSRP of $30,195. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or 
trade. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. EyeSight® is a driver-assist system which may not operate optimally under all driving conditions. The driver is always responsible 
for safe and attentive driving. System effectiveness depends on many factors such as vehicle maintenance, and weather and road conditions. See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Impreza 
and Subaru are registered trademarks. Offers available until January 31, 2019. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. See your local Subaru dealer or visit www.ontario.subarudealer.ca for complete program details. 

®

•    Standard Apple CarPlayTM and Android AutoTM   
•    The first small car to be given an IIHS Top Safety Pick+ award 
•    One of the most affordable and fuel efficient AWD cars in Canada

LEASE WEEKLY FOR

AT
$67 1.99% **

APR

5-DOOR WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $22,921* 4-DOOR WELL-EQUIPPED FROM $22,021*

LEASE WEEKLY FOR

AT
$65 1.99% **

APR

FOR 48 MONTHS. 208 PAYMENTS REQUIRED.

$0 DOWN
WITH

geminimotors.com

“I do feel that Elmira is in 
real need of those dollars,” 
he said, noting the group is 
working on a formal com-
munity improvement plan 
(CIP) that will allow it to 
seek out other grants and 
funding programs for larger 
projects such as facade im-
provements.

The Elmira BIA has 
engaged Fergus-based 
planners Stempski Kelly 
Associates to help develop 
the plan. 

The firm’s Sean Kelly 
explained a formal CIP is 
needed to pursue avenues 
of funding, with a detailed 
plan to outline projects 
such as streetscaping and 
facade upgrades that pres-
ent a unified, communal 

feel to the downtown.
Raj Sian, Woolwich’s eco-

nomic development and 
tourism officer, said the 
BIA and its members will 
go looking for incentive 
dollars for improvements 
once the plan is in place.

“The community im-
provement plan will be 
the first CIP for Woolwich. 
SKA Consultants will work 
the next four months to 
develop a CIP that meets 
the needs of the business 
community of the Elmira 
BIA and will present a fi-
nal version for approval to 
Council. Council will have 
final approval of the CIP 
before it is adopted and 
implemented,” she said in 
a report to council.

While supportive of the 

Elmira BIA’s efforts, her 
report recommends a 50-
50 split of the provincial 
money.

Though no decision was 
made last week, council-
lors appeared to be leaning 
in that direction, as well.

“We do have two BIAs 
and two business areas – I 
think it’s appropriate to 
share,” said Mayor Sandy 
Shantz.

“The only fair way to do 
it is to share the grants,” 
added Coun. Larry Shantz.

Ontario is investing up to 
$26 million in the OMSRI, 
which will be administered 
by the Association of Mu-
nicipalities of Ontario and 
its rural arm, the Rural 
Ontario Municipal Associ-
ation.

 ■ BIA FUNDING: Council has yet to make a decision 
on the requests, which cover groups' different priorities

FROM 03

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

A flat 2.8 per cent increase 
for most recreational 
services and doubled can-
cellation charges for hall 
rentals were amongst the 
fee increases approved by 
Wellesley council.

Reviewing the town-
ship’s fee schedule, which 
lists the costs of services 
provided by the township 

Wellesley to increase rec. fees by 2.8%
to the general public, 
councillors gave the go 
ahead for the suite of 
cost-recovery increases, 
which included an addi-
tional $100 being added to 
zone change applications, 
bringing the total up to 
$1,500, and a similar rise 
in minor variance applica-
tions.

On the recreational 
side, most services saw an 
increase of 2.8 per cent, 

with a few skipping ahead 
further. Full hall rentals 
were increased by five per 
cent, while a kitchen fee 
of $100 was introduced 
for any use of the kitchen 
facilities. In particular, an 
hourly rate is not avail-
able for kitchen use, with 
township staff reasoning 
the amount of effort to 
clean the kitchen after 
use is similar regardless 
length of use.
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