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Autism protestors target MPP

PROVINCIAL ACTION

BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

The battle against the province’s 
changes to its autism program 
got a local front last week as pro-
testors gathered outside Kitchen-
er-Conestoga MPP Mike Harris’ 
Elmira constituency office.

The action last Friday was part 
of ongoing efforts to get the gov-

Protestors opposed to the province's changes to autism programs brought their message to MPP Mike Harris' Elmira office last Friday. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

At least one of Woolwich’s old 
steel bridges is likely to continue 
carrying traffic. The subject of 
a public meeting last week, the 
Glasgow Street span in Conestogo 
has avoided the fate of two other 
structures recently put on the 
chopping block.

An engineering report recom-
mends spending $700,000 to 
rehabilitate the Glasgow Street 
bridge, keeping it open to vehi-
cles for another decade or two. 
Once it passes its useful lifespan, 
it should be kept for heritage val-
ue rather than demolished, the 
study suggests.

Some 70 people came through 
the public consultation session 
held February 20 at the township 
hall in Elmira.

“Most people were onboard 
with the plan we presented,” said 
Ryan Tucker, an engineering 
project supervisor with the town-
ship who’s been spearheading the 
bridge studies.

“The report recommends a 
one-time rehabilitation,” he ex-
plained, noting that the bridge is 
nearing the end of its functional 
lifespan.

With that in mind, the town-
BRIDGE | 05

Staff report 
recommends 
rehabilitation 
for Glasgow 
Street bridge

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

Displeased with PC cuts, protestors bring message directly to Mike Harris' Elmira offi  ce

ernment to reverse course on its 
new funding model to support 
the families of autistic children.  

With proposed changes coming 
into effect April 1, the govern-
ment will give funding directly to 
families instead of regional ser-
vice providers to clear a waitlist 
of some 23,000 children in need 
of therapy across the province. 
But critics say the move essen-

tially takes money from those 
currently in therapy to spread it 
across a wider group, in the end 
ensuring none of the children 
gets adequate care.

The new funding model also 
comes with time limits and is tied 
to household income.

Terry Lynn Stewart is a local 
stay-at-home mom who attended 
the protest.

“My husband makes more than 
$55,000, my daughter is a non-
verbal autistic child,” said Stew-
art. “She just started to improve 
– she just started talking, like 
repeating words, at home. I’ve 
been notified that in June 2019, 
she is done. Because our income 
is higher than that, she’s finished 
now. She will no longer get any 

AUTISM | 04
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KNOW THE FACTS:
TRAFFIC INJURIES IN WATERLOO REGION

Pedestrians and cyclists 
are most vulnerable 

at crosswalks.

Learn more at SafeRoadsWR.com

Take an extra second. 
Give everyone a safe journey.

of cycling 
collisions are
at signalized
intersections

74% 

of pedestrians 
who are hit by 
vehicles have the
right of way

56%

#1 cause of injury
is rear-end collisions.

Did you know?

Not yielding is the cause of most 
roundabout collisions.

Entering drivers must yield to vehicles 
in all lanes to the left.

of these are 
at intersections.1/2

Turning drivers should always expect 
and respect people walking and biking.

EDSS students and teachers alike sported pink t-shirts in support of Anti-Bullying Day on February 
27.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

FIVE STATIONS RESPOND

Five stations responded to a workshop fire Tuesday morning at a farm property on Side Road 5 in Centre Wellington. The 
cause of the fire remains under investigation. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

PINK SHIRT DAY
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Creating community connections 
starts and ends with our readers. 
News tips are always welcome.

Phone: 519-669-5790 ext 103

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

On March 27, elementary students with immunization 
records still not up-to-date will be suspended from 
school, Waterloo Public Health announced this week. 
During the fall of 2018, Public Health sent 9,595 no-
tices to parents with children who have immunization 
records that are not up-to-date with the region. To 
date, more than half of these students' records are 
still outstanding and 6,129 suspension orders were to 
be sent out this week.

A Woolwich resident’s last-minute plea to reduce 
this year’s tax increase, backed by a petition, went 
for naught Tuesday night, as councillors formally 
approved the 2009 budget, enshrining a six-per-
cent tax increase Councillors responded the budget 
refl ects established commitments – including major 
capital projects and sta�  wage increases – and 
maintains levels of service residents have demanded.

From the Feb. 28, 2009 edition of The Observer
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TAKING A SHOT FROM THE ARCHIVES 

BY FAISAL ALI
fali@woolwichobserver.com

A source of significant 
handwringing and uncer-
tainty for municipalities 
across the province has 
finally been put to rest, at 
least for the time being.

In a letter directed to 
municipal heads of council 

WINTER WATCH

Roads were closed throughout the region on Monday as severe snowfall and winds created hazardous driving condi-
tions. Pictured, a barricade blocks off Listowel Road at the intersection of Line 86. Inset, storefronts in downtown Elmira 
were blanketed in snow by the morning.  [VERONICA REINER, FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Police close several routes as blowing snow caused several collisions, forced off  road

Whiteouts wreak havoc 
on township roads

Wellesley expects to maintain provincial money

FUNDING | 04

across Ontario this month, 
Minister of Finance Vic 
Fedeli committed to keep-
ing the Ontario Municipal 
Partnership Fund (OMPF) 
– typically considered the 
province’s largest contri-
bution of unconditional 
funding to municipalities 
– “virtually unchanged” 
from the previous year.

The belated announce-
ment plugs a sizable hole 
in municipalities’ budgets, 
which had been left in lim-
bo after the province an-
nounced it was considering 
significant cuts to the an-
nual government transfer.

For the Township of 
Wellesley, OMPF funding 
last year came in at just un-

der $800,000 – essentially 
leaving approximately 10 
per cent of the township’s 
$7.9 million operating bud-
get for 2019 at stake.

“I think it’s good news 
for us. We’re getting our 
full complement of mon-
ey, this year anyway,” said 
Mayor Joe Nowak a council 
meeting last week.

The announcement of 
this year’s OMPF funding 
came by mid-February this 
month, just over a week 
after the township voted to 
adopt its budget for 2019; 
by contrast, notice on last 
year’s OMPF funding was 
given in November 2017, a 
full three months earlier.

“Recognizing that we are 

already well into the munic-
ipal budget year, the gov-
ernment will be maintain-
ing the current structure of 
the OMPF for 2019 as well 
as Transitional Assistance,” 
said the minister in a letter 
dated February 13.

“This means that the 
program and funding will 

BY FAISAL ALI
fali@woolwichobserver.com

The region was hit by some 
of the most severe weather 
yet this winter as a mix-
ture of intense snow fall 
and wind gusts topping 93 
km/h on Monday caused 
whiteout conditions, road 
closures and collisions 
across southern Ontario.

Poor visibility was an 
issue especially on rural 
roadways in both Wool-
wich and Wellesley town-
ships due to drifting snow. 
Those attempting the drive 
out of Elmira, for instance, 
had to find an alternative 
to Arthur Street, which was 
blocked off at the request 
of regional police for more 
than 12 hours after several 
vehicles became stranded 
along the roadway in the 
early hours of Monday.

“It was closed from 
6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. due to 
blowing snow and zero vis-
ibility, due to the whiteout 
conditions,” said Sgt. Kelly 
Gibson in an email to the 
Observer. “There were ap-
proximately 20 cars pulled 

to the side of the road with 
their four-way flashers on 
at approximately 6 a.m.”

“The police asked that 
[road] to be closed due to 
the conditions and the fact 
that there were several ve-
hicles stuck in the middle 
of the road or off in the 
ditches, and they were try-
ing to get them out,” said  
Emil Marion, manager of 
transportation operations WHITEOUTS | 05

WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

Woolwich to add 
building inspector in 
response to growth

BY STEVE KANNON
skannon@woolwichobserver.com

Citing a development 
spurt, Woolwich officials 
want to expand their ranks 
yet again, this time adding 
a new hire to the building 
department.

The township last fall 
engaged the help of an 
outside contractor to keep 
up with the demand for 
inspections related to new 
construction, a boom that 
followed a few quiet years 
in which building depart-
ment costs outstripped 
revenues. Now, chief build-
ing official Dave Heuchert 
says it would be more 
cost-effective to take on a 
full-time staffer to cover an 
expected upsurge over the 
next couple of years.

A new staff person would 
allow the township to move 
away from outside help, 
which comes at a higher 
per-hour cost, though only 
on an as-needed basis.

“The hope is to phase out 
the consultant completely,” 
he told councillors meeting 
Tuesday night.

With council’s approval, 

the new person will join a 
building department that 
currently has four full-time 
employees.

In response to a question 
from Coun. Larry Shantz, 
director of finance Rich-
ard Petherick noted there 
would be no direct impact 
on taxpayers, as the fees 
charged by the department 
are expected to cover its 
costs.

“The building depart-
ment is self-contained, so 
it pays for itself with build-
ing permit revenue. Any 
of the expenses we’d have 
with an additional staff 
person would be borne 
with the revenue taken 
from building permits,” he 
explained.

Petherick told Coun. 
Patrick Merlihan the same 
applies to all liabilities for 
benefits and pensions as-
sumed by the township in 
hiring another body.

Hesitant, Merlihan ques-
tioned the case for hiring 
extra staff as outlined in a 
report to council, particu-
larly the suggestion that an 
extra person would make 

STAFFING | 04

for the Region of Waterloo, 
which is responsible for 
maintaining regional roads 
in the townships.

“So it was a combination 
of the conditions and the 
fact of the vehicles that 
were in a dangerous situa-
tion on the road,” said Mar-
ion. “And then there were a 
few times we tried to get it 
reopened through the day, 
but again the police had 

asked to keep it closed to 
try to get those vehicles out 
of there.”

The situation was played 
out across both townships, 
which saw closures of sev-
eral regional roads due to 
stalled vehicles and several 
collisions. By just 2 p.m. 
on Monday, a total of 35 
collisions had been report-
ed to regional police, said  
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support.”
Sa’id Alam, another par-

ent at the protest whose 
son has autism, echoed 
this sentiment.

"He was just starting to 
improve," said Alam. "He 
was getting 20 hours of 
therapy a week, and now 
we're probably going to get 
just one hour a week.”

One protestor, Tina 
Mach, said that these ther-
apy programs are crucial to 
her child’s wellbeing.

“The amount of money 
that they will give us … I 
probably would just quit 
my job and become my 
son’s therapist,” said Mach. 
“They learn how to dress 
themselves, toilet them-
selves, they learn life skills. 
Without it, what can they 
be? They’re going to end up 
in group homes and our tax 
money will have to pay for 
that in the long run. They 
just think short-term; they 
don’t think about our fu-
ture, or our society’s future.”

Under the new plan, 
families with children 
under age six are eligible 
for $20,000 a year, up to 
a lifetime maximum of 
$140,000. Children older 
than six can access $5,000 
a year, with the lifetime 
maximum at $55,000. 
However, only families 
earning less than $55,000 
can qualify for the full 

funding amount – a claw-
back formula would report-
edly see funding reduced 
to zero for families earning 
$250,000.

Intensive therapy for 
autism can reach up to 
$80,000 a year, with critics 
arguing that it is a “one-
size-fits-all” approach to 
a developmental disorder 
with a wide range of mild, 
moderate and severe symp-
toms. This has sparked 
a multitude of protests 
across the province, with 
another in the region 
taking place on February 
15 outside of PC MPP for 
Kitchener South-Hespeler 
Amy Fee's office. 

Catherine Fife, NDP MPP 
for Kitchener-Waterloo, 
was among the attendees 
at Friday’s protest.

“There are good people 
in the Ontario autism pro-
gram, and they’re devas-
tated that the government 
is basically cutting off 
support without planning 
for the future,” said Fife. 

“These are families that are 
already in a state of crisis 
and who face stressors 
each and every day. They 
don’t need a government 
to undermine them and to 
fight with.”

She also criticized the 
lack of clarity in the new 
plan, submitting a list of 
order paper questions to 
the Ford government re-
garding the program. At 
the rally, Fife circulated a 
petition calling for the gov-
ernment to go back to the 
drawing board for changes 
to the OAP.

“I have to say, Doug 
Ford doesn’t know who 
he’s messing with,” said 
Fife. “These families are 
fighting for their children’s 
lives, and they’re not going 
to stop.”

The news release an-
nouncing the rollout boast-
ed “widespread reform 
of the Ontario Autism 
Program designed to clear 
the unfair and punishing 
waitlist” and that it was 
“expected to clear 23,000 
children off the autism 
waitlist within the next 18 
months.”

Earlier this week, there 
were allegations of leaked 
emails showing that Ontar-
io’s Ministry of Children, 
Community, and Social 
Services directed autism 
service providers in the 
province to stop reaching 

out to families of children 
with autism, dating back to 
late-September 2018, effec-
tively freezing the waitlist.

Minister Lisa MacLeod 
denied these allegations 
and has defended the new 
program against the fierce 
backlash and repeated calls 
for her resignation or dis-
missal from cabinet.

Mike Harris also ex-
pressed his support for 
the revised program in an 
email to the Observer:

"Through the govern-
ment’s recent changes 
to the OAP, families will 
receive Childhood Budgets 
so they can purchase the 
eligible support they value 
most, from providers of 
their choice, on a fee-for-
service basis. Families will 
be able to do this each year 
without interruption until 
their child turns 18.

"This reform will help 
clear the current 23,000 
children off of the waitlist 
within the next 18 months 
and allow more children 
to access autism supports 
earlier. It will also speed up 
the diagnostic process so 
that families can make in-
formed decisions quickly.

"Our office will continue 
to meet autism families. 
I want to listen to every 
parent, and every family 
member who wants to 
share their stories and their 
requests."

it easier for staff to attend 
training session.

“Isn’t it incumbent on 
individual employees to 
maintain their professional 
designations, even if it’s 
on their own time?” asked 
Merlihan.

Heuchert replied staff 
are required to meet stan-
dards and the training 
courses offered through 
the professional associ-
ation are available only 
during regular business 
hours.

The biggest reason for 
the addition, he argued, is 
an expected uptick in resi-
dential development, said 
Heuchert. The numbers 
are already increasing: in 
the first 10 months of 2018, 
the township issued 69 
dwelling unit permits; in 
the final two months, there 
were 82 permits.

“There is the potential 
for 215 new dwelling units 
to be constructed above 
and beyond what the town-
ship normally administers 
in any given year in these 
settlement areas. At a rate 
of $2,500 (average current 
revenue of a single-family 
dwelling unit), this would 
generate an additional 
$537,500 in added revenue 
to the building section per 
year moving forward. This 
increase in revenue from 
the additional permits 
should more than offset 
the expenses of the addi-
tional staff person,” he said 
in his report.

remain virtually the same 
as in 2018, while allowing 
for annual data updates 
and related adjustments.”

Future “adjustments” or 
cuts to the OMPF are likely 
still in the offing in 2020, 
with the minister pointing 

BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Looking to make its am-
bulances more responsive, 
the Region of Waterloo 
wants to bring dispatch 
services back home. The 
response time from the 
province has been an issue, 
however.

Dispatching is currently 
handled by the province, 
which in December moved 
the service from Cam-
bridge to Hamilton. The 
region has been lobbying 
for more than a decade to 
bring the service in-house, 
with council last month 
making another formal 
request.

“They’ve written a letter 
to the premier asking for it 
to be done,” said Stephen 
Van Valkenburg, chief of 
paramedic services, of 
the latest move to push 
the plan forward. “I don’t 
believe there’s been a re-
sponse to date.

It’s a longstanding con-
cern that dates back at 
least to a 2007 EMS master 
plan.

“There’ve been discus-
sions with the ministry be-
fore of our interest to take 
over the dispatch. From 
the ambulance dispatch 
perspective, they really 
have not taken an interest 
and really not come to the 
table.”

The latest action follows 
a December mishap in 
which an ambulance was 
dispatched to the wrong 
location during an emer-
gency situation before 
being redirected to the cor-
rect location in St. Jacobs. 
This cost an additional 16 
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 STAFFING:
Council approves 
hiring of a new 
building inspector 
due to growth
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 AUTISM: PC minister has been under fire for handling of autism file
FROM 01

Regional council, local MPP look for changes to ambulance dispatch
minutes.

That occurred shortly 
after the dispatch centre 
was transferred from Cam-
bridge due to a staffing 
shortage to the Hamilton 
location. 

An investigation was 
launched by the Ministry 
of Health and the region’s 
paramedic services after 
the incident. Following 
that, special technology 
to locate 911 callers – au-
tomatic number/location 
identification (ANI/ALI) 
– was installed in the Ham-
ilton office.

“It’s more about being 
able to control our resourc-
es within our area,” said 
Van Valkenberg. “Police 
and fire have their own dis-
patch centres, we don’t. It’s 
a third-party – the ministry 
has our dispatch centre – 
so we’re not as responsive 
as we could be if it were 

under our control.”
Several areas across 

Ontario have control of 
their dispatch operations 
– Ottawa, Toronto, Niagara 
Region, and Timmins, all 
paid by the province. Wa-
terloo would also want full 
funding from the province, 
along with advanced tech-
nology.

The request has unani-
mous support from region-
al council, with both Wool-
wich Mayor Sandy Shantz 
and Wellesley Mayor Joe 
Nowak noting they’re on-
board. 

The ball remains in the 
province’s court, however.

A spokesperson for the 
Ministry of Health and 
Long-Term Care, David 
Jensen, said the ministry 
is “aware” of the multiple 
requests made by the prov-
ince.

“The ministry is review-

ing the proposal and looks 
forward to working collab-
oratively with the munici-
pality,” said Jensen.

Kitchener-Conestoga 
MPP Mike Harris met with 
members of the ministry 
in January to discuss the 
issue.

“The ministry is aware 
that this has been asked 
previously,” said Harris. 
“And they’re certainly up 
for continuing the discus-
sion and figuring out what 
a more long-term solution 
is going forward in the 
future.

“It’s obviously not as cut-
and-dry as just ‘having the 
region take over’ – there’s 
more that’s involved,” said 
Harris. “But I think to keep 
that discussion moving 
forward. Obviously, dis-
cussions you have with 
the previous government 
aren’t going to be the same 

as you would have with a 
different incoming govern-
ment, so I look forward to 
continuing those discus-
sions and making sure that 
we’re putting our best foot 
forward for the Waterloo 
Region.”

Another move to im-
prove EMS services in the 
region is to transfer the 
dispatchers from Hamilton 
back to the original Cam-
bridge location.

“We’re hoping to have 
the responsibility from 
Hamilton back to the 
Cambridge location 
within the next couple 
of months is what we’re 
aiming for,” said Harris. 
“Part of the problem with 
having the location in 
Cambridge was that there 
was a staffing issue – so 
making sure that we have 
staffing and we have ev-
erybody trained.”

Protesters staged events at two local 
MPPs' offices.

 FUNDING: Funding in place for this year, but future of OMPF is unclear
FROM 03

to deficit inherited from 
previous governments at 
Queen’s Park.

“As we communicated 
previously, Ontario inher-
ited a $15 billion deficit. 
The rising cost of servicing 
our massive debt, if left 
unchecked, will imperil 

our hospitals, schools and 
other public services,” 
warned Fedeli in the mis-
sive. “We cannot allow this 
to happen. We continue to 
review government trans-
fer payments, including 
the OMPF, as we work to 
put our province back on a 

sustainable and responsi-
ble fiscal path.”

“I think we’re going to be 
given enough advance in-
formation prior to the next 
budget, so that shouldn’t 
probably pose a big prob-
lem,” said Nowak of the 
looming cuts to the fund.  
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Water Supply Notice
Annual Water Quality Report on the Region’s Drinking Water

The Regional Municipality of Waterloo is pleased to announce that the annual report on 
its drinking water quality will be available as of February 28. The report summarizes the 
results of bacteriological, physical and chemical tests conducted during the period 
January 1, 2018, to December 31, 2018 as required by Regulation 170/03 of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act.
This report will be available on the internet on or before February 28, 2019 at 
http://www.regionofwaterloo.ca/waterquality.
If you would like to receive a copy of this report, or have any questions about drinking 
water quality, please call (519) 575-4400.

ship will be looking to dis-
courage traffic, particularly 
regular commuters using 
the bridge. It will also look 
to enforcing rules that limit 
crossings to one vehicle at 
a time, with Tucker point-
ing out that monitoring has 
revealed more than a little 
cheating on that front. The 
goal is to keep the bridge in 
good repair.

“We want to maintain the 
bridge as long as possible,” 
he said. “By reducing traffic 
on the bridge, we should 
expand its useful life.”

Built in 1886, the pratt 
truss structure is unique in 
the region. But the struc-
ture has been closed and 
repaired on numerous oc-

casions in the past decade 
or so, prompting the cur-
rent environmental assess-
ment process underway to 
help determine its fate.

The recommendation 
to rehabilitate the bridge 
would maintain the current 
five-tonne load limit and 
keep traffic flowing in rec-
ognition of the current vol-
umes – about 1,500 cars per 
day – not found at two oth-
er steel bridges earmarked 
for permanent closure and 
removal. Rehabilitation 
costs alone were enough to 
recommend mothballing 
steel bridges on Peel Street 
in Winterbourne and the 
Middlebrook Road bound-
ary with Centre Wellington 
Township.

Woolwich is taking 
public comments on the 
Glasgow Street bridge proj-
ect until March 20, with a 
report expected to come 
before council later in the 
spring or summer, said 
Tucker.

The township doesn’t 
have money set aside for 
the rehabilitation project, 
so that would be addressed 
in the 2020 or 2021 budget.

Also under review is the 
possibility of having the 
bridge designated under 
the Ontario Heritage Act, 
recognizing its histori-
cal value. Glasgow is the 
oldest truss bridge in the 
township, and the second 
oldest in the Grand River 
watershed. 

WRPS spokesperson Cherri 
Greeno.

“We closed Listowel 
Road between Arthur 
Street South and Line 86 
from 3:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. due to the whiteout 
conditions and snow accu-
mulating on the road,” said 
Gibson. “At 3:30 a.m. an 
officer noted there were six 
transports stuck in snow 
and unable to drive due 
to zero visibility and lined 
up along Listowel Road 
near Arthur Street. There 
had also been a collision 
between a transport and an 
SUV, no injuries reported. 
One of the transports had 
to be towed out of the snow 
before the road was opened 
at 12:30 p.m."

Elsewhere in the town-
ship, a single motor vehicle 
collision resulted in the 
closure of Floradale Road 
between Listowel and 
Church Street until late 
afternoon.

“The driver was unable 
to see the roadway due to 
the whiteout conditions 

and drove off the road 
striking a hydro pole,” said 
Gibson. “Hydro had to re-
place the pole and the road 
remained closed through-
out the night.”

In neighbouring Welles-
ley Township, several 
multi-vehicle collisions 
along Herrgott Road forced 
its closure starting at 9:30 
a.m. By 3:45 p.m., the 
township was reporting 
the road had been opened 
again through its social 
media accounts.

“We also closed Herrgott 
Road in two spots, first 
between Lobsinger Line 
and Hessen Strasse for two 
multi-vehicle collisions 
(no injuries),” said Gibson. 
“One was a three-vehicle 
collision and 50 metres 
away a five-vehicle colli-
sion had occurred.  Her-
rgott was also closed be-
tween Geddes and Lawson 
and there was a six-vehicle, 
plus one transport collision 
at this location.”

By Tuesday, the worst 
of the weather appeared 
to be over, but Environ-

ment Canada was already 
issuing warnings of more 
heavy snowfall again by 
midweek.

“It appears that the 
heaviest snow will fall 
Wednesday afternoon, re-
sulting in a significant im-
pact on the commute home 
late in the day. Untreated 
roads may become snow 
covered and slippery,” said 
Environment Canada in an 
alert issued Tuesday.

“This snow event will 
be from yet another in a 
series of low pressure sys-
tems which have formed 
over the southern Plains 
States. This latest low will 
pass by just to the south of 
Lakes Erie and Ontario on 
Wednesday,” said the alert.

The latest snow squalls 
are sure to add additional 
pressure onto the town-
ships budgets for winter 
control, with Woolwich 
recording $241,000 in the 
first two months of this 
year – significantly higher 
than last year’s $122,000, 
but still below 2017’s 
$322,000. 

 �WHITEOUTS: It's been a tough couple of months for 
drivers and those who have to keep the roads clear

FROM 03

 � BRIDGE: Township's oldest steel structure to stay
FROM 01

FUNDRAISER NETS $75K FOR WCS

The Coldest Night of the Year walk in Elmira Saturday drew more than 200 participants and raised some $75,000 for 
Woolwich Community Services.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

PUTTING STEM TO WORK

Two teams from EDSS took part at a Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) competition on Satur-
day at Kitchener-Waterloo Collegiate. Pictured are one of two Elmira teams, featuring Maddie Quinn, Lizzy Klosa, Natalie 
Erwin and Lauryn Quinn, tasked with solving a problem on vaccinations.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

TREACHEROUS ROADS

One of the many collisions reported during Monday’s snowstorm involved a tractor trailer on Yatton Side Road and 6 
Line in Floradale. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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Ford's playing politics with autism file, but issues are real
OUR VIEW |  EDITORIAL

You can see why the Ford 
government wants to 
make changes to the 

province’s autism program: 
get a handle on expenses and 
introduce some cost-certainty 
into the mix.

Likewise, you can also see 
why the government wants to 
frame this as a win, claiming 
it’s dealing with a backlog of 
some 23,000 kids waiting for 
treatment. 

The latter is something of a 
pipedream, and the backlash 
may make it impossible to stick 
with current budget forecasts.

Changes to Ontario’s autism 
program may in fact reduce 
the waitlist, but critics note 
that comes at the expense 
of those already undergoing 
therapy, essentially divvying 
up a pie many say is already 
too small. The plan would put 

a cap on per-person spending, 
which provides some known 
quantities to the government, 
but which transfers more of 
the burden to the families in-
volved. 

When it comes to policies 
involving people’s children, 
the government is in a no-win 
situation. Dealing with things 
in a ham-handed fashion was 
optional, however.

Given that therapy costs can 
be upwards of $80,000 a year 
for children with severe au-
tism, there’s no way the prov-
ince can foot the entire bill for 
full-service treatment – there 
are some 100,000 Ontarians 
with autism spectrum disor-
der, and even just accounting 
for the 23,000 children on the 
waiting list, the math is hard 
to overcome. Clearly, tradeoffs 
have to be made.

What the government can 
do without any reservations is 
be more forthright about the 
situation. Minister of Children, 
Community, and Social Ser-
vices Lisa MacLeod has been at 
the centre of controversy in-
volving allegations of coercing 
those in the field to endorse 
the government plan and con-
cerns that the changes could 
spill over into the school sys-
tem. Neither she nor Doug Ford 
is handling the public relations 
snafu with particular grace.

At the root of the issue, how-
ever, is the undeniable divide 
between the cost of healthcare 
– the province has much bigger 
fish to fry on that front – and 
the demand for services.

Healthcare is the province’s 
single-largest expenditure, 
with the 2018 budget setting 
aside $61.3 billion, or 38.7 per 

cent of the $158.5 billion total.
The government has tried to 

slow the pace of spending in-
creases, disingenuously called 
cuts by those with a vested in-
terest in taking more.

To date, there have been no 
real cuts, however. Over many 
years, health care costs rose six 
or seven per cent annually. In 
more recent budgets, the gov-
ernment has tried to keep that 
in the two per cent range, still 
double the inflation rate some 
years.

Prior to Ford’s arrival, the 
Liberal budgets offered the 
usual vague language about 
efficiencies and new funding 
models, but few details. The 
fact is, health care spending 
has been outstripping inflation 
and economic growth for years, 
an unsustainable situation.

Whatever the provincial gov-

ernment comes up with next, 
however, will only be tinkering 
at the margins. 

Despite some bluster, Doug 
Ford has no stomach for the 
conversation that’s really need-
ed. Some will argue that the 
system shouldn’t be rationing 
services like that, perhaps 
deciding who lives and who 
dies. Fact is, however, that 
we already do that. There are 
waiting lists, it can take ages 
to see specialists and patients 
are prioritized based on their 
conditions. 

Unable to make basic cuts, 
the government is certainly 
not going to consider, let alone 
make the tough decisions. 
Much easier to keep on spend-
ing, putting off the issue until 
the crunch comes ... ideally 
long after someone else is in 
office.

GLOBAL OUTLOOK THE VIEW FROM HERE |  SCOTT ARNOLD

On a scale of one to 
ten, what are the 
chances that this 

week’s meeting between 
Kim Jong-Un and Donald 
Trump in Vietnam (or any 
subsequent meeting) will 
end with a clear and irre-
versible commitment to the 
‘denuclearization’ of North 
Korea? Zero.

What are the chances 
that this summit (plus lots 
of further negotiations) 
could substantially reduce 
the threat of war between 
the two participants in this 
week’s meeting in Hanoi, 
and also between the two 
states in the Korean penin-
sula? Quite good, actually.

Kim Jong-Un, and his 
father and grandfather 
before him, have devoted 
enormous time and money 
to providing North Korea 

Denuclearization is 
not a real option

with an effective nuclear 
deterrent against the United 
States, which requires the 
ability to strike the American 
homeland. He may make all 
sorts of other deals, but he 
will never give that up.

North Korea doesn’t 
need to match U.S. nuclear 
capabilities – the ability to 
deliver only a few nuclear 
weapons on American soil 
would be a sufficient deter-
rent – but Kim will be well 
aware of what happened 
to Muammar Gaddafi and 

For the first time, doctors may be recommending more sodium as good for our health.

“The lives of Yemeni children have been in peril 
and their basic needs, rights and protection have 
been grossly neglected. This announcement 
from Canada comes at a much needed time: the 
world must recognize the ongoing horrors and 
suffering of the world's worst humanitarian crisis.”  

UNICEF Canada CEO David Morley in response to 
the federal government’s pledge of $46.7 million 
in new humanitarian funding

Blood plasma is the first body part in Canada that 
has been allowed for sale, and Canada is only 
the fourth country in the world to pay plasma 
donors. S-252,  the Voluntary Blood Donations Act, 
proposes to ban paid blood and plasma donations. 

Canadian Health Coalition 

SEE DYER | 07

GWYNNE DYER 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

VERBATIM THE MONITOR
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LOCAL VIEWPOINT

Talk of social democracy, reining in oligarchs going mainstream

B ernie Sanders’ bid for the 
U.S. presidency arrives in 
a different environment 

than just four years ago. In offi-
cially entering the crowded fray 
to head the Democratic ticket, the 
Vermont senator finds his views 
to have much more traction.

Words like socialism, neo-lib-
eralism and oligarchy are much 
more prevalent, and perhaps 
even more relevant.

Some of that can be attributed 
to the backlash against Donald 
Trump. The sleaze and corrup-
tion surrounding the president 
shine a light on the unsavoury 
practices of the current system, 
despite pledges to drain the 
swamp. Though many of those 
who voted for Trump remain ig-
norant, others have come to the 
realization they’ve been conned 
– things have not improved for 
the working and middle classes.

Just as demographic shifts 
have both fuelled MAGA voters 
and provided perhaps insur-
mountable hurdles for those who 
would turn back the clock, time 
has dictated a shift in public 
opinion as new generations re-
place older ones. 

Young people today see the 
economic inequality and the re-
sultant political system – bought 
and paid for by corporations and 
their lobbyists – that serves very 
few. Unburdened by the Cold War 
and its rhetoric – the wall came 
down before many of them were 
born – they can look at the con-
cept of socialism with fresh eyes. 

To the south of us, it’s these 
potential voters who galvanized 
the unlikely 2016 run of septu-
agenarian Sanders, the self-de-
scribed socialist ... though more 
often these days described as 
democratic socialist in the vein 
of European politics.

On the U.S. scale, Sanders is 
very left, though he’d be some-
where in the middle of the Cana-
dian spectrum. More right if you 
factored in his record in support 
of American imperialist wars 
and the military industrial com-
plex, the great sucking vortex on 
the economy there that dwarfs 

anything that the not-very-
good-but-better-than-nothing 
Obamacare health system costs.  

Still, it’s an accomplishment 
that the U.S. is seeing some use 
of the S-word. Sanders’ early 
success has seen his policies ad-
opted by others now in the race 
to 2020, even if the party estab-
lishment is hell bent on avoiding 
anything that would rock the 
corporate boat. 

“Public support for socialism is 
growing. Self-identified socialists 
like Bernie Sanders, Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez and Rashida Tlaib 
are making inroads into the Dem-
ocratic Party, which the political 
analyst Kevin Phillips once called 
the ‘second-most enthusiastic 
capitalist party’ in the world. 
Membership in the Democratic 
Socialists of America, the largest 
socialist organization in the coun-
try, is skyrocketing, especially 
among young people,” writes U.S. 
political scientist Corey Robin of 

the current shift, reflecting on last 
fall’s midterm elections.

He attributes today’s attitudes 
to Sanders’ successes in leading 
up to the 2016 vote.

“It took Mr. Sanders to convince 
them that if tax credits and insur-
ance exchanges are the best liber-
als have to offer to men and wom-
en struggling to make stagnating 
wages pay for bills that skyrocket 
and debt that never dissipates, 
maybe socialism is worth a try.”

While the issues are being 
talked about more openly now, 
including tax policies rolled out 
by the likes of Elizabeth Warren, 

LEFCOURTLAND |  JACK LEFCOURT

it still remains to be seen if the 
Democratic party establishment 
will do an end-run around the 
public movement, as it did with 
Sanders in anointing Hillary 
Clinton in 2016. Then there’s 
the issue of winning an election 
in 2020, even if Trump is im-
peached, indicted or otherwise 
deposed before that time.

Calling for changes to decades of 
harmful neo-liberal policies is one 
thing, actually enacting them is 
another. The financial system and 
the oligarchs who are running the 
country into the ground will not 
go without a fight. Any president 
espousing such policies would be 
blocked at every turn. 

But that’s putting the cart be-
fore the horse. For now, the po-
tential of a leftward shift in the 
U.S. is intriguing. 

Many of the topics discussed 
in the States are already com-
monplace here – universal health 
care, affordable schooling, even 

election finance controls, all be 
they nowhere near enough – but 
Canadians aren’t having the kind 
of conversation about equality 
and oligarchs that surround the 
Democratic campaign. 

The talk of an oligarchy, of 
politics run by the moneyed 
class, is novel in the mainstream, 
though the U.S. media is doing 
everything it can to marginalize 
the message, especially as it ap-
plies to financial regulation and 
removing money from politics. 
Sanders’ message resonates with 
many, particularly the afore-
mentioned young people. Plenty 
of people haven’t forgotten the 
2008 meltdown, the Occupy 
movement and the downturn 
that continues today, the prod-
uct of decades of decline.

In reality, the current eco-
nomic system isn’t sustainable. 
Change, many critics have noted, 
will only come through mass 
movements, not the established 
political system. Some kind of 
revolution, if only the kind es-
poused by Sanders (his use of 
that word is also an eye-opener).

There’s some thought that 
Sanders and the more socialist 
candidates have no real hope of 
actually winning. But that’s not 
the point, some will argue. Rath-
er, the idea is to make the main-
stream parties and media sit up 
and take notice. If enough peo-
ple are showing their disapproval 
and/or signalling what they’d 
really like to see in Washington, 
the policies of those considered 
outsiders will eventually make 
their way into the platforms of 
Democrats and Republicans. 
The goal of those politicians is 
to gain power, after all. They’ll 
do whatever it is they think they 
have to do in order to win. Today, 
that’s typically done unethically 
through big money, lobbying, 
scare tactics and disingenuous 
calls to patriotism, religion and 
similar touchstones. 

It may be too much to expect 
elections to be fought strictly on 
platforms and ideas and the com-
mon good, but any movement in 
that direction has to be a plus.

STEVE KANNON 
EDITOR'S MUSINGS 

Saddam Hussein, heads of 
state who both died precise-
ly because they didn’t have 
nuclear weapons. 

There is no deal available 
that would protect North 
Korea from U.S. nuclear 
weapons, since they can 
reach the North directly 
from the United States. No 
amount of local disarma-
ment – the withdrawal of 
American troops from South 
Korea, even the withdrawal 
of American nuclear weap-
ons from all of East Asia 
– could change that reality, 
and the United States is not 
planning to abolish its stra-
tegic nuclear deterrent.

The only safe road to 
the future, therefore, is a 

political deal that greatly 
reduces tensions between 
the two countries while ac-
knowledging that a state of 
mutual nuclear deterrence 
will henceforward prevail 
between them. 

Mutual deterrence is what 
has sustained for a long 
time between the United 
States and its two peer ri-
vals, Russia and China. The 
huge asymmetry between 
the power of the U.S. and 
North Korea does not lead 
to a different conclusion. 
Nuclear weapons are the 
great leveller: in practical 
terms, just a few are enough 
to deter, even if the other 
side has hundreds of times 
as many (which the United 
States does).

It’s going to be a long ne-
gotiating process, because 
few Americans are ready 
yet to accept that this is the 
logic of the situation. Many 
would even reject it on the 
grounds that Kim Jong-Un 
is crazy and might make a 
first strike against the Unit-
ed States, although there is 
no evidence to support that 
belief. Being a cruel dictator 
is not at all the same as be-
ing suicidal, and a nuclear 
attack on the United States 
would be suicide.

Trump almost certainly 
does not understand that 
the only successful outcome 
of this negotiation must be 
mutual deterrence. Indeed, 
most senior American of-
ficials, although far wiser 

and better informed than 
Trump, still do not accept 
that fact. But they will prob-
ably get there in the end, 
and the negotiations will 
lead them along the path.

That’s why Trump’s ful-
some praise of the North 
Korean leader, however na-
ive is actually helpful. 

Equally useful is South 
Korean President Moon 
Jae-in’s parallel initiative to 
get a North Korean-South 
Korean detente underway. 
Cross-border trade and 
travel, the reopening of the 
Kaesong Industrial Park and 
direct meetings between 
Moon and Kim (three in the 
past year) all help to build 
confidence about a peaceful 
future.

A much better relation-
ship, not unilateral North 
Korean nuclear disarma-
ment, is the right goal to aim 
for. The kind of concessions 
that could help include a 
gradual relaxation of the 
sanctions that stifle the 
North Korean economy and 
a formal peace treaty ending 
the 1950-53 Korean War, per-
haps in return for very big 
cuts in North Korea’s huge 
conventional army (twice 
the size of South Korea’s, in 
a country with half the pop-
ulation).

Later on, there could be 
talks about permanently 
capping the number of 
North Korean nuclear weap-
ons and intercontinental 
missiles (which is still in the 

dozens, not the thousands), 
in return for withdrawing 
some or all of the U.S. troops 
from South Korea. But leave 
that stuff for now and just 
work on confidence-build-
ing measures.

Holding this summit in 
Vietnam was a good move, 
since it will show Kim a 
country that has built a 
prosperous economy with-
out ceasing to be a Commu-
nist-ruled dictatorship. He 
will be much more flexible 
if he believes (rightly or 
wrongly) that he can open 
up the North Korean econ-
omy without being over-
thrown.

And there’s no need to 
work on building up Donald 
Trump’s confidence.

 �DYER: Kim-Trump summit has some upsides, but North Korea isn't going to give up its one real deterrent 
FROM 06
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We're keeping score about local kids 
in sport in our communities. Submit 
your team results and photos online.

Online: www.observerxtra.com/score

Deadline: Tuesdays by 4pm

On the road to the Sutherland Cup, other GOJHL Mid-
western Conference matchups sees Listowel taking 
on Brampton, Stratford versus Brantford, and Water-
loo facing Cambridge in the conference quarter-finals.

The Grand River Conservation Authority (GRCA) last 
week approved a 2019 budget of $35 million, which 
will be spent on flood control, outdoor experiences 
and recreational facilities. The GRCA generates more 
than $15.4 million or 44 per cent of its own revenue 
through sources such as camping fees, park admis-
sions and nature centre programs.

MATCH UP OUT OF DOORS

The Wellesley Applejacks had plenty to celebrate at their home game Saturday as they picked up their second win of the 
series against New Hamburg, a 3-1 final. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Wellesley claimed the series’ first two games before ceding a loss to the Firebirds

Jacks up 2-1 as New Hamburg 
series moved to game four

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

Battling the New Hamburg 
Firebirds in the second 
round of the Provincial 
Junior Hockey League 
playoffs, the Wellesley Ap-
plejacks were on the right 
side of a 2-1 difference as 
they headed into game 
four Wednesday night in 
the best of seven series. 

Though results weren’t 
available at press time, the 
series will continue Friday 
night in New Hamburg.

The two teams have 
been closely matched this 
series, however, with the 
Jacks claiming their first 
two games against New 
Hamburg before falling in 
game three over the week-
end.

Playing last Friday in 
their first matchup in Wil-
mot, the Jacks narrowly 
edged out their rivals in 
a 4-3 decision. The fol-
lowing night in Wellesley, 
the Jacks continued their 
winning ways with a 3-1 
victory. But by Sunday, the 
Jacks had apparently run 
out of steam, falling 5-2 to 
the Firebirds.

Game one at the Wilmot 
arena turned out to be an 
uneven affair, with the 
Jacks dominating in mid-
dle frame, but ceding the 
first and last 20 minutes of 
the game to the Firebirds.

New Hamburg’s Zach 
Mark found the back of JACKS | 10

HOCKEY /  JUNIOR C

I f there is one thing we 
outdoorsmen know how 
to do, it is complicate 

things. This is the reason we 
now use strike indicators 
rather than bobbers and 
have graphite fishing rods 
instead of hand-cut willow 
poles.

I have been reminded of 
this a lot lately because I 
have been playing around 
with slingshots. And, as I 
noted in a recent column, 
the technology has im-
proved a whole lot since I 
was a kid. 

Back in those simpler 
times, all you needed was a 
forked stick cut from a stur-
dy tree, the elastic out your 
best underwear and a few 
round stones. Combined, 
these things would make 
a serviceable weapon of 
glass destruction and cause 
you to attach suspenders to 
your underwear, so you’d 
look cool using it.

I won’t get into the ad-
vancements of the modern 
slingshot much except to 
say that we have really com-
plicated things this time. 
Now, bands are custom 
made out of various types of 
latex, each having its own 
particular set of advantages 
and disadvantages. They 
are also specifically cut for 
the shooter’s draw length 
and tapered for the ammu-
nition at hand, which could 
be stainless steel, plastic, 
clay, lead or marble and 

Perhaps we’re 
making things 

more complicated 
than we have to

have diameters measured 
precisely in millimetres.

Some modern slingshots 
have ergonomically de-
signed handles, wrist brac-
es, and glow-in-the-dark 
sights as well as pouches 
made from all sorts of 
esoteric materials, each 
purported to enhance accu-
racy and velocity. Several 
slingshots are designed to 
fold for compactness and 
one has storage space in 
the handle that holds a flint 
stick and ammunition. It 
also has a small compass 
on board too. This is a great 
sling shot for those survival 
situations in which you re-
membered to bring a sling-
shot along. Another has a 
rail for a red-dot sight or a 
tactical flashlight, just in 
case you need to sling shot 
in the dark, I guess.

It doesn’t end with the 
new complicated technolo-
gy either. Each product now 
has all sorts of video sup-
port and instruction. This 
means you cannot properly 
shoot a slingshot these days 
unless you have watched at 

GALEA | 10

the net first this game,  
with an unassisted marker 
4:41 into the first in what 
would be the lone goal 
of the frame. There was 
no shortage of action, 
though, with both teams 
getting slapped with a 
series of slashing, inter-
ference and roughing after 
whistle that got the play-
ers riled up.

The Jacks found their 
stride in the second, put-
ting up three points in the 

first six minutes while giv-
ing nothing in return.

Alex Uttley (Tyler 
Schwindt, Shaun Picker-
ing) got the Jacks on the 
board two minutes into 
the frame. Warren Gor-
man (Zach Ribeiro) made 
it 2-1 while down a man, 
Shaun Pickering having 
been ejected off the ice for 
a boarding infraction. Ut-
tley (James Ranson, Dan-
iel Tsiampas) rounded out 
the scoring at 6:20, this 

time on the man advan-
tage, making it 3-1 by the 
second intermission.

Period three saw the 
Jacks steadily lose ground 
as New Hamburg put up 
some more markers of 
their own. Penalty trouble 
may have been to blame 
as a tripping infraction 
offered New Hamburg’s 
Ryan George the oppor-
tunity for an unassisted 

STEVE GALEA 
NOT-SO-GREAT-OUTDOORSMAN

Elmira Jr. Sugar Kings press on to OMHA semi-finals to defend championship title
BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

While the Elmira Sugar Kings 
kicked off their playoffs 
this week with a showing 
in Kitchener, the midget A’ 
team that share its name 
have been making strides of 
their own. The Elmira Junior 
Sugar Kings are already well 
into the Ontario Minor Hock-
ey Association (OMHA) play-
offs, and the team pressed on 
through the quarterfinals last 
week, besting the Glanbrook 

Rangers with three wins in 
four games.

The Junior Kings are now 
on a direct course to take on 
the Erie Northshore Storm 
in the upcoming OMHA 
midget A’ semis, while a vic-
tory there will see the Elmira 
team returning to defend 
their championship title 
from the previous year.

Another first-place finish 
is definitely in the cards for 
the Junior Kings, due in 
large part to a strong return-
ing core from the 2017-18 

championship-winning 
team. This year, the Kings 
stormed through the regu-
lar season with a record of 
21-2-1.

“I do really credit this 
year's and last year's success 
to our 2001 players,” said 
head coach Zack Barriage of 
the core returning players. 
“Four or five guys, they just 
work really hard, they get 
a ton of points. They could 
easily play higher-level 
hockey, and they just choose 
not to and decide they'd 

rather play here with their 
friends and have some fun 
and get a victory out of it.

“And our 2002 and 2003 
age groups are also really 
strong, so we just have a few 
years here where we've got 
really strong age groups,” he 
added.

An OMHA win will see 
the Junior Kings primed to 
challenge the heads of other 
minor leagues in the prov-
ince, including the Alliance 
and the Northern Ontario 
Hockey Association, at the 

Ontario Hockey Federation 
(OHF) games. Although the 
Kings are  guaranteed a spot 
at the midget OHF tourna-
ment, which will be held in 
Elmira this year, the team is 
still hoping to earn their way 
there in the arena.

“Actually this year we're 
hosting it. It's going to be in 
Elmira. So we'll be in it no 
matter what because we're 
hosting, but we're hoping 
to also secure our spot by 
winning the OMHA,” said 
Barriage.

The success of the Junior 
Kings on the OMHA circuit 
has also been mirrored in 
the Waterloo high school 
series, where a rule change 
this year allowed the minor 
league players to sign up 
for the Elmira high school 
team as well. The EDSS boys’ 
hockey team, bolstered 
by the Junior Sugar Kings 
players, had a perfect regu-
lar season in the Waterloo 
County Secondary School 
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519-669-4425
69 Arthur  St. S. Elmira ON

Winner of our Facebook hearing aid giveaway.
Visit us online for more contests and promotions.

“Our reputation is
      your guarantee.”

w w w.earandhearingcl in ic .com

JULIANE SHANTZ
DOCTOR OF AUDIOLOGY

20+ Years in Business

Mediterranean
Chicken

Store Made Deli Sliced

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from March 4th - March 9th

$4.49 REG. PRICE
$4.99 ea.

Store Made

Smoked 
Cheddarwurst

Lean Ground
Pork

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

$7.99
3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$1.99

Roadhaus 
Burgers

Store Made (12 x 6 oz.)

REG. PRICE
$22.99 ea.

$20.99

REG. PRICE
$6.99 /lb.

$5.99

Smoked
Pork Chops

London
Broil

Store MadeFresh

Store Made

REG. PRICE
$8.99 /lb.

REG. PRICE
$2.99 /lb.

HOCKEY /  JUNIOR B

The Elmira Sugar Kings stole the show in Kitchener Tuesday evening with a 5-2 win in game one of the first round of the GOJHL playoffs. Pictured Isaac Taylor 
goes head on with the Dutchmen. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Sugar Kings thrash Kitchener 5-2 in first playoffs matchup

CONTINUE | 0X

BY FAISAL ALI 
fali@woolwichobserver.com

The Sugar Kings ended the 
regular season on a less 
than stellar note over the 
weekend, falling on Friday 
in Listowel 4-1 to the home 
team, and again on Satur-
day in Cambridge (4-3), but 
were able rebound with a 
decisive win on Tuesday 
in their first game of the 
Greater Ontario Junior 
Hockey League playoffs.

The losses to end the 
season saw the Kings finish 
in fifth place in the Mid-

western Conference with 
a record of 26-15-2-4 for 58 
points, three points behind 
Kitchener, which earned 
home-ice advantage to 
start the season.

Battling the Dutchmen 
in the city for game one of 
the best-of-seven series, 
the Kings stormed through 
the competition with little 
difficulty, securing a big 
lead early that they would 
never relinquish en route 
to a 5-2 final score.

The first goal came less 
than three minutes into 
the game off the stick of 

Hunter Dubecki (Ivan 
Brewer), putting the Kings 
on the board early. The one 
point lead became a two 
point spread before the 
frame’s end when Junior C 
Wingham Ironmen forward 
Matthew Tolton (Ty Biles, 
Jacob Black) potted point 
number two at 14:10.

The intermission did lit-
tle to cool off the Kings’ hot 
steak, and seven minutes 
in Zack Cameron made it 
a 3-0 game with an unas-
sisted marker. Anthony 
Azzano (Kurtis Goodwin, 
Jakson Kirk) completed the 

Athletics Association (WCS-
SAA) season, and is current-
ly poised for a shot at the 
regionals.

“Most of my players on 
the Junior Sugar Kings 
team, most of the players are 
on that team (EDSS), and 
that's been really cool for 

the high school team,” said 
Barriage, who also assists 
coaching the EDSS hockey 
team.

“We were undefeated in 
the season, and we're in 
the semifinals now up 1-0. 
I don't think Elmira's really 
ever had a team quite that 
strong in long time. I think 

scoring frenzy with point 
number four at 14:19, set-
ting the Kings on the right 
side of a 4-0 chasm with 
less than half the match 
to go.

It was at this point that 
the Dutchmen rallied, 
picking up the next two 
goals, one with the man ad-
vantage, before the second 
intermission.

It was 4-2 as the teams 
stepped back onto the ice 
for the final 20, and the 
Dutchmen were not look-
ing good. Unable to capi-
talize on the momentum of 

the earlier frame to make 
a game of it, the Kitchener 
team instead saw them-
selves slip further behind 
when Brewer potted an-
other point for the Kings, 
unassisted, at 11:27.

With a three-goal lead 
with less than nine min-
utes to go in the game, the 
Kings had to do little more 
than run out the clock for 
the win.

Taking game one on the 
road this week, the Kings 
were scheduled to host 

the Dutchmen for game 2 
Wednesday night – scores 
were unavailable at press 
time.

The next meeting will be 
held in Kitchener at 4:30 
p.m. on Saturday, followed 
by game four on Sunday in 
Elmira at 7 p.m. Two more 
games are scheduled the 
following week, if needed, 
with game five to be held 
in Kitchener on March 5 
at 7:30 p.m., and game six 
penciled in for March 6 at 
the WMC. 

Having finished the season in fifth place in the Midwestern Conference, Elmira drew the fourth-place Dutchmen in round one

 � JR KINGS: Team looks to convert a strong season into playoff success
FROM 08 that's largely just due to the 

chemistry that we have. 
We're able to kind of move 
all of our systems over from 
one team to the other, and 
it's just fluid in between. 
There's no getting used to 
their line mates because 
they already were used to 
them from my team.”

Both the Junior Sugar 
Kings, and the EDSS boys 
hockey team, the Lancers, 
will be battling it out in the 
coming weeks for a first 
place spot in their respec-
tive series. The OHF midget 
championships, meanwhile, 
will be held April 12-14 at the 
Woolwich Memorial Centre. 

EDSS HOCKEY TEAMS POWER THROUGH WCSSAA

The EDSS girls’ and boys’ hockey teams plowed through the competition at the Waterloo County playoffs after coming in first over the regular season. Left, the 
girls picked up their second win on home ice Tuesday, 5-1, in game three of the semi-final series against Bluevale Collegiate Institute. The EDSS boys, meanwhile, 
took out Waterloo Collegiate Institute in two straight wins in the best-of-three semi-finals. Right, the EDSS boys play Waterloo Collegiate Institute in their first 
meeting on home ice Feb 21, earning a 3-1 win. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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T H E  S C O R E

WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: LL#1

Feb 23 vs Embro

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Kolton Brubacher 
(3)

ASSISTS: Brylee Patterson, 
Charlie Brodrecht, Owen 
Dally

Novice: LL#1

Feb 24 vs Plattsvike Rage

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 7
GOALS: Kolton Brubacher

ASSISTS: Zev Silverberg, 
Ryan Ramage

Novice: Major A

Feb 17 vs Centre Wellington 
Fusion

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Ethan Straus 
(3), Owen Porter, Bryce 
McFadden

ASSISTS: Kitson Bakker (2), 
Nathan Seller (2), Owen 
Porter

Novice: Major A

Feb 21 vs Centre Wellington 
Fusion

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 7
GOALS: Bryce McFadden 
(2), Owen Porter, Cody 
Paquet, Carter Crane, Ethan 
Straus

ASSISTS: Carter Crane (2), 
Bryce McFadden, Ethan 
Straus, Cody Paquet, 
Nathan Seller

Novice: Major A

Feb 23 vs Ancaster 
Avalanche

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 5
GOALS: Bryce McFadden 
(2), Ethan Straus (2), Kitson 
Bakker

ASSISTS: Cody Paquet (2), 
Carson Kellough, Nathan 
Seller, Ethan Straus

Novice: AE

Feb 22 vs Milton 
Winterhawks

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: James 
Eckensweiler, Jackson 
Wolfe (2), Nolan 
Cruickshank

ASSISTS: Hudson Lehtonen, 
Liam MacGregor (2), Wyatt 
Garan, Drew Snyder

Atom: LL#3

Feb 23 vs Hespeler 
Shamrocks #1

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Ryder Bauman (2), 
Cohen Clemmer (2)

ASSISTS: Ryder Bauman, 
Tyler Bauman, Aaron 
Dolson, Johnny Petrone, 
Max Stains

Atom: Major A

Feb 18 vs Ancaster 
Avalanche

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Caleb Paquet 
(2), Bryce Brubacher (2), 
Spencer Hume, Luke Wood

ASSISTS: Carson Waechter 
(3), Luke Wood (3), Spencer 
Hume (2), Bryce Brubacher, 
Adam Bloch

Shutouts: Carson Waechter

Atom: LL#1

Feb 22 vs St George 
Generals

HOME: 6 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Zion Shadd (4), 
Caleb Antonello (2)

ASSISTS: Emmet Schell (3), 
Austin Thompson (3), Zion 
Shadd, Caleb Antonello, 
Cooper Jones, Bryden 
Schaefer (2)

Atom: Minor A

Feb 23 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies

HOME: 0 VISITOR: 3

Atom: Minor A

Feb 24 vs Halton Hills 
Thunder

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Cruz Balog, Colton 
Sinclair

ASSISTS: Mason Gear, 
Rhys Taylor, Josh Wraight, 
Matthew Kochut

Atom: Minor A

Feb 16 vs Brampton 45s

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Mason Gear

ASSISTS: Rhys Taylor, Cruz 
Balog

Shutouts: Cohen Patterson

Atom: LL#2

Feb 23 vs Plattsville Rage

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Grant Rintoul (4), 
Oliver Horn

ASSISTS: Oliver Horn (2), 
Drew Diebolt, Grant Rintoul

PeeWee: Major AE

Feb 17 vs Milton 
Winterhawks Blue

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Josh Uhrig (3), 
Tanner Armstrong

ASSISTS: Jack Rozema, 
Carter Harrow, Jamie 
Ferretti

PeeWee: Major AE

Feb 22 vs Ancaster 
Avalanche

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 2

GOALS: Josh Uhrig (2), 
Preston Hackert, Hunter 
Brown, Tanner Armstrong

ASSISTS: Bryson Rozema 
(3), Josh Uhrig, Preston 
Hackert, Tyson Bauman

PeeWee: LL#2

Feb 23 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies LL1

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Brody Schaefer, Zac 
Snider

ASSISTS: Zac Snider, Brody 
Schaefer

PeeWee: LL#2

Feb 24 vs Hespeler 
Shamrocks LL1

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 6
GOALS: Dylan Burkholder 
(2), Brody Schaefer

ASSISTS: Brody Schaefer, 
Alex Hiller, Seth Weber, 
Hayden George

PeeWee: Minor AE

Feb 24 vs Guelph

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 6
GOALS: Patrick McCarthy

ASSISTS: Owen Weppler

PeeWee: Minor A

Feb 23 vs Guelph Gryphons

The Woolwich Wild peewee BB team brought home the silver from the Walter Gretzky Tournament in 
Brantford over the weekend.  SUBMITTED

SILVER MEDAL FROM BRANTFORD TOURNEY

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Josh Carson, 
Hunter Bender

ASSISTS: Hunter Bender, 
Thomas Ferguson, Carson 
Staken (2)

Shutouts: Ayden Schaap

PeeWee: Minor A

Feb 24 vs Centre Wellington 
Fusion

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 4
GOALS: Danny Schaefer

ASSISTS: Blake Mayer, 
Carson Staken

Bantam: LL2

Feb 22 vs New Hamburg 
Huskies 3

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 2
GOALS: Nate Whittom, 
Lucas Radler

ASSISTS: James McCormick

Bantam: LL2

Feb 24 vs Embro Edge 2

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Adrian Kocan, 
Lucas Radler

ASSISTS: Liam Hunter

WOOLWICH WILD
Novice: LL#1

Feb 23 vs Cambridge 
Roadrunners 2

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Kynlee Nelson

ASSISTS: Madison Gofton

Shutouts: Haylee Turcott

Atom: LL

Feb 16 vs Ayr Rockets

HOME: 0 VISITOR: 2

Atom: LL

Feb 17 vs Ayr Rockets

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Addison Bettke

ASSISTS: Emma Huber, Alie 
Moyer

Atom: LL

Feb 23 vs Guelph Jr. 
Gryphons - Black

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 3
GOALS: Addison Fitzgerald

PeeWee: BB

Feb 20 vs Brantford

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Avery Grundy (2), 
Kaeley Parker

ASSISTS: Keira Lavallee (2), 
Sophia Payne

Bantam: B

Feb 23 vs Ayr Rockets 
Bantam B

HOME: 0 VISITOR: 0
Shutouts: Gwyneth Martin

Bantam: B

Feb 24 vs Ayr Rockets 
Bantam B

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Madison Meincke, 
Marlee Fraser

ASSISTS: Emma Wiseman

Shutouts: Gwyneth Martin

TOURNAMENTS
PeeWee: BB

Feb 22 vs Orillia

HOME: 4 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Kayla Sargent 
(2), Keira Lavallee, Brie 
Brezynskie

ASSISTS: Brie Brezynskie, 
Reese Talbot (2), Avery 
Grundy, Kayla Saregent

Shutouts: Makenna 
Kroetsch

PeeWee: BB

Feb 22 vs Brantford

HOME: 3 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Avery Grundy (2), 
Reese Talbot

ASSISTS: Keira Lavallee (2), 
Sara Forwell

Shutouts: Makenna 
Kroetsch

PeeWee: BB

Feb 23 vs North Simcoe

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Olivia Straus

ASSISTS: Kayla Sargent

Shutouts: Makenna 
Kroetsch

PeeWee: BB

Feb 24 vs Orillia

HOME: 0 VISITOR: 2

WATERLOO 
WOLVES

Atom: Minor AA

Feb 19 vs Brantford 99ers

HOME: 2 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Emre Alves, Hunter 
Martin

ASSISTS: Matthew Pudifin, 
Lukas Day

WOOLWICH 
THRASHERS

Open Non-Contact

Feb 23 vs Sarnia Ice Hawks

HOME: 1 VISITOR: 0
GOALS: Gideon 
Chamberlain

ASSISTS: Josh Chambers

Shutouts: Daniel Peters

OPEN NON-
CONTACT

Feb 24 vs London 
Blizzard

HOME: 5 VISITOR: 1
GOALS: Gideon 
Chamberlain (2), Josh 
Chambers, Dustin Hoag, 
Dillon Stuebing

ASSISTS: Dustin Hoag 
(2), Michael Papaioannou 
(2), Dillon Stuebing, Nate 
McCarthy

least a dozen of the 5,000 or 
so YouTube tutorials avail-
able on the subject. If you 
ignore these, you are clearly 
not serious about destroy-
ing soda cans. 

Don’t get me wrong. 
None of these advance-
ments is bad. But they are 
symptoms of what happens 
when a designer of out-
doors tools and marketing 
people have too much time 
on their hands. Mark my 
words: things in the sling-
shot world are about to 
spiral out of control. We are 
on course to wring every bit 
of performance we can out 
of them.

Before long, I suspect, 
they will be making spe-
cially designed bipods and 
slingshot scopes as well as 
scientifically developed 
ammunition with better 

ballistic co-efficiencies. If 
this continues, the adult 
sportsman of the future will 
be absolutely deadly at hit-
ting pop cans at distances 
of 30 or 40 feet, should he 
or she get the windage right 
and not suck at shooting.

This will take much of 
the fun out of it, because 
when you hit all the time 
you don’t rejoice at the hits 
but you do get frustrated at 
the misses.

Meanwhile, the lowly kid 
with a forked stick, a length 
of underwear elastic and 
a nice smooth pebble will 
accomplish the same thing. 
The only difference is, that 
kid will not have watched a 
single YouTube video and 
therefore will not know 
how wrong his set up and 
technique was. 

Sometimes I long for 
those simpler days.

 � GALEA: Taking a shot at changes  � JACKS: Second-round series could be decided during this weekend's games
FROM 08

power play goal at 8:19.
Ribeiro responded with 

an unassisted marker of 
his own, this time on a 
shorthanded play at 13:07. 
It was 4-2 with seven min-
utes left on the clock, and 
New Hamburg made one 
last go of it with a late-
game goal coming. It was 
not enough to change the 
outcome, however, as the 
game ended in a 4-3 victo-
ry for the Jacks.

Wellesley bore the brunt 
of the referees calls. New 
Hamburg had 12 power 
plays to work with, but 
capitalized on just one. 
Wellesley, by contrast, 
had only four power play 
opportunities and scored 
once.

Taking Friday’s win in 
stride, the Jacks picked up 
their second the following 

FROM 08
night at the Wellesley are-
na. It was a comparatively 
tame game from the previ-
ous night with the penalties 
and the goals fewer and 
farther between.

The Jacks drew first 
blood this time around, 
with Pickering (Gorman) 
putting up the lone goal of 
the frame at the seven-min-
ute point.

New Hamburg’s George 
would knot the board six 
minutes into the second on 
an unassisted power play. 
The two teams looked to be 
heading into the final frame 
on a 1-1 tie when Gorman 
potted a power-play marker 
13 seconds from the buzzer, 
with Pickering this time 
lending the assist.

It would be the 
game-winning goal, with 
a late game empty-netter 
from Ribeiro (Zachary Ly-

ons, Kyle Soper) sealing the 
Firebirds’ fate.

Up 2-0 in the series, the 
Jacks hit their first major 
obstacle Sunday. Making 
the short trek through the 
blizzard-like conditions to 
Wilmot, the team was stung 
by a 5-2 loss.

New Hamburg scored 
early and often in this 
game, picking up two power 
plays in the first and not 
letting up from there.

Ribeiro (Lyons, D. Ran-
son) made it 2-1 three 
minutes into the second, 
but the Jacks were again 
pushed back when the Fire-
birds added a third point to 
the board just 14 seconds 
later.

Wellesley’s Ethan Heb-
el (Pickering) potted the 
team’s second point at 5:42, 
making it a one-point game 
again. But that’s as close as 

it would get.
New Hamburg put up 

two more points before the 
period was out, at 9:41 on 
a short-handed play and 
again at 11:53, and would 
hold onto their 5-2 lead for 
the remaining 30 minutes 
of game time.

Suffering their first defeat 
at the hands of New Ham-
burg in the playoffs, the 
Jacks were still in a strong 
position with two wins and 
a loss (2-1) as they headed 
into game four of the series 
yesterday (Wednesday).

Regardless of the out-
come, Wellesley will be re-
turning to Wilmot arena on 
Friday for game five at 7:30 
p.m. Game six is scheduled 
for Saturday, if needed, at 
7:30 p.m. as well, while a 
final seventh game would 
take place at Wilmot on 
Sunday at 2 p.m.
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Let's keep the local economic engines 
firing? We want to shine a light on 
new local enterprises. 

Online: observerxtra.com/enterprise

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) rose 1.4% on a year-
over-year basis in January, down from a 2% increase 
in December. Energy costs declined 6.9%, while the 
growth in the price of services slowed to 2.7% as tran-
sitory pressures from the air transportation, telephone 
services and travel tours indexes, which boosted 
the all-items CPI in December 2018, dissipated. 

Statistics Canada

Meeting this week, Woolwich councillors approved 
the 2019 budgets for the Elmira and St. Jacobs BIAs. 
The Elmira group plans to spend $173,125, including 
some major capital projects such as streetlighting 
($75,000) in this year’s budget. In St. Jacobs, the 
budget is set at $157,945, which includes $62,821 for 
beautification projects.

COST OF LIVING GETTING TO THE CORE

REGION OF WATERLOO

Anyone interested in the rent supplement program can reach out to Jennifer Murdoch-Martin, manager of housing programs and development at the Region 
of Waterloo. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Program fills the gap between rental rates and what qualified tenants can afford to pay, based on income

Boosting affordable housing
BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Given a growing waiting 
list for affordable housing, 
the Region of Waterloo is 
looking for socially minded 
landlords to help bridge 
the gap. 

Its rent supplement pro-
gram pays the difference 
between what landlords 
charge for apartments and 
what the tenants can pay, 
relying on the owners of 
such properties to sign on. 
Aimed at low- and mod-
erate-income households, 
the program has had some 
success – there are 21 build-
ings available for the pro-
gram in the Woolwich and 
Wellesley townships alone 
– but the region would like 
to see more landlords sign 
on.

“We are reaching out 
to landlords interested in 
collaborating and address-
ing the affordable housing 
issue in Waterloo,” said 
Jennifer Murdoch-Martin, 
the region’s manager of 
housing programs and de-
velopment. “The landlord 
is made whole on their 
rent, so to speak; they still 
get their economic value 
out of their unit – now they 
get social value out of their HOUSING | 24

unit.”
Affordable housing is a 

growing issue in the region, 
with a waitlist of more than 
4,000 individuals and fam-
ilies. The executive direc-
tor of MennoHomes, Dan 
Driedger, noted the need 
for affordable housing has 
grown in recent months.

“The vacancy rates are 
very low,” said Driedger. 
“It’s a constant battle for 
people looking for housing, 
especially if they’re on a 
limited income, if they’re 

on a fixed income, or work-
ing at a lower wage job with 
a family to support – it’s 
pretty tough.”

The limited supply of 
affordable housing stock 
and considerably low turn-
over rate are contributing 
factors to this growing 
problem, with Driedger 
noting the extremely low 
turnover rate present in the 
townships.

“We constructed the 
building we have in Elmira 
in 2017, and then we have 

a number of other units 
throughout Wellesley and 
Elmira, and we have had 
one turnover in the last 
year,” said Driedger. 

“If people are already in 
affordable rental housing, 
unless something is driv-
ing it, they’re not likely to 
move to more expensive 
housing. So it doesn’t 
necessarily free up those 
lower rental units, even if 
moderate rent units come 
on stream.”

A household is eligible 

for the rent supplementary 
program depending on sev-
eral factors, including the 
municipality in which they 
live, the type of unit they’re 
looking for, and their over-
all income. For example, 
those seeking a bachelor 
unit in Wellesley Township 
can make up $24,500 a year 
to qualify for the rent sup-
plementary program, while 
in Woolwich that number 
is $27,000.

The program also offers 
supports with tenant-land-

lord relationships should 
the need arise. 

“It’s really important 
that we maintain positive 

relationships with our 
landlords and with our 

tenants,” said Mur-
doch-Martin. “We do 
have staff that will 
work with landlords 
and tenants to en-
sure that all issues 
in the tenancy are 

going well. Rent pay-
ment is one part of 

the program, but also  
being a good tenant and 

being a good landlord. 
Landlords have obligations 
and rights, and so do ten-
ants. So where there are 
issues, we would offer to 
help navigate those issues 
together.”

The program comple-
ments pre-existing second-
ary suites offered by the 
region,  a program that al-
lows homeowners to apply 
for up to $25,000 to con-
struct a legal apartment on 
their property, rented out 
for below the average mar-
ket rate. 

“We probably have 
over 70 landlords right 
now engaged in this rent 
supplementary program,” 
said Murdoch-Martin. 

OWEN ROBERTS 
FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

S o much for the saying 
“knee-high by the 
fourth of July.”

That’s an expression 
farmers traditionally used 
as a folksy measure of their 
corn crops’ progress. If it 
wasn’t up to their knees by 
American Independence 
Day, it was lagging behind. 
Maybe the spring was too 
wet and cold, resulting in 
late planting. In that case, 
the short-ish July 4 crop 
might be a signal that it 
wouldn’t produce as much 
… although weather condi-
tions could still prevail that 
would help it catch up.

On the flipside, if spring 
planting was warm and 
dry, followed immediately 
by timely rain, the crop 
could be more than knee-
high by the fourth of July. 
That usually meant yield 

Watch for cornfields to get shorter, but better
would be higher than nor-
mal, come harvest.

Over the years, some of 
the armchair accuracy of 
the expression has been 
lost. Corn loves heat, so 
plant breeders developed 
varieties that shot out of 
the ground and matured 
more quickly, to take ad-
vantage of warm summer 
temperatures. Some of 
those varieties get taller 
faster, compromising that 
July 4 measuring stick.

But generally speaking, 
a crop that’s closer to the 
ground is easier for farmers 
to grow and harvest than 
one towering above them. 
Tall varieties of certain 
crops can be prone to wind 
and rain damage. And if 
their stalks are bred to be 
tougher to counter such 
damage, they can have a 

harder time breaking down 
in the soil between growing 
seasons. 

Consumers don’t always 
notice a production change 
in farmers’ fields – most 
changes are pretty sub-
tle. But they may wonder 
what’s going around them if 
something called short-stat-
ure corn catches on.

It’s still a few years 
away. But at an outlook 
conference I participated 
in earlier this week dedi-
cated to new agricultural 
developments, Bob Reiter, 

a Canadian who is now 
global head of research 
and development for Bayer 
Crop Science, turned heads 
when he talked about his 
company’s progress on 
short-stature corn. 

Its traits, he says, are 
more resistance to wind 
and rain damage, more 
harvestable yield because 
of greater density in the 
field, and the trait most 
obvious to people – its 
reduced height. Short is 
relative – it will likely be 
about two feet shorter than 
current varieties. But that’s 
still significantly shorter 
than what’s become the 
norm.

Reiter is challenging his 
marketing team to come 
up with a better name for 
it; “short stature” doesn’t 
have much of a wow factor. 

Surely, the team will re-
spond. I’m certain ideas are 
welcome.

Part of what’s driving 
this change is farmers’ 
need to conserve land. To 
remain profitable, they 
need to get as much pro-
duction as they can from 
their crops and livestock. 

And here’s the key: that 
enhanced production also 
helps them do their part 
to keep the cost of food in 
check, even though the 
portion farmers receive 
on food is typically just 
a few cents on the dollar, 
depending on the com-
modity. 

But whatever the saving 
is, it’s important to con-
sumers. They say the rising 
cost of food is one of their 
biggest concerns.

Consumers need to know 

what measures farmers 
and companies like Bayer 
are taking to help manage 
factors that contribute to 
rising food costs – mea-
sures like short-stature 
corn. Connecting with 
consumers in this way re-
quires more than slogans. 
It’s about a commitment to 
consumer education, help-
ing them understand what 
goes on behind the scenes. 

You’ll hear it called 
transparency. And you’ll 
see an increasing emphasis 
on it.  At that same outlook 
conference, research was 
presented that showed 
Generation Z, the new 
generation of consumers 
following millennials, are 
more open to farmers’ use 
of technology. It’s more a 
part of their everyday life. 
Get ready to get educated. 
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Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food Lawrence 
MacAulay last week announced an investment of 
up to $4.56 million to the Canadian Animal Health 
Coalition (CAHC), on behalf of the National Farm 
Animal Care Council (NFACC), to help update and 
develop codes of practice for the care and handling 
of farmed animals. The investment was made 
through the AgriAssurance program of the Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership.

Eat Think Vote is a pre-election campaign, 
gathering community members across Canada 
to dialogue with federal candidates ahead of 
the upcoming election. The goal is to make sure 
food is an election issue, and that the incoming 
government develops policy that encourages a 
food system that is healthy, sustainable and just. 

www.foodsecurecanada.org

NEW FUNDING MAKE FOOD AN ISSUE

80 Northside Drive, St. Jacobs, Ontario N0B 2N0Tel. 519-664-2291
Fax 519-664-3491 www.freyshatchery.com

Arthur, ON  •  519-848-3113  •  877-669-1440
www.martindrainage.com

A family tradition since 1921

• Quality Drainage 
Systems

• Backhoe Service  

Have you
got a 
great tip?

Let us know!

See something happen?
Do you have the inside
line on a story? GET IT IN THE

observerxtra.com/tips

Changes to loan program will save beef producers 
time, frustration and money, says province

CFA welcomes new pilot project to attract skilled immigrants
The Canadian Federation of 
Agriculture is welcoming Ot-
tawa’s launch of a new pilot 
program aimed at attracting 
and retaining skilled immi-
grants in Canada’s rural and 
northern communities.

The group, which rep-
resents 200,000 farmers 
and their families across the 
country, says the initiative 

has the potential to assist the 
Canadian agriculture sector 
in beginning to address the 
sector’s chronic labour short-
age.

CFA has specifically com-
municated to government 
officials the critical impor-
tance of increasing pathways 
to permanent residency for 
farm workers and other rural 

occupations since 2014, the 
group said in a release. In 
2014 alone, Canada’s primary 
agriculture sector faced $1.5 
billion in lost sales as a result 
of 59,000 job vacancies in 
primary agriculture alone. 
This figure is expected to 
nearly double by 2025.

“In order for the Canadian 
agricultural industry to meet 

its immense potential and to 
grow as a globally competi-
tive industry, which benefits 
all Canadians, the agricultur-
al industry requires access to 
a robust, skilled labor force 
across our rural communi-
ties to sustain our industry 
and allow it to flourish,” said 
Ron Bonnett, president of 
the CFA.

The CFA looks forward to 
working with its member-
ship to identify those com-
munities where agricultural 
employers can come togeth-
er with community associ-
ations and other employers 
to leverage the opportunities 
this pilot presents, he added.

“Our goal would be to see 
agricultural employers work 

with leaders in their com-
munity to take advantage of 
this opportunity to address 
the permanent, year-round 
vacancies they face on a 
long-term basis, while con-
tributing to the vibrancy and 
prosperity of rural Canada, 
which continues to evolve 
alongside their businesses,” 
said Bonnett.

The Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Affairs last week 
announced changes to a 
lending program to help 
farmers.

Improvements to the 
Feeder Cattle Loan Guar-
antee Program were an-
nounced in an address by 
minister Ernie Hardeman 
at the Beef Farmers of 
Ontario's annual general 
meeting February 20.

The changes would 
reduce unnecessary and 
costly credit checks in the 
program, which will save 
co-ops time and money. 
The revisions would also 
streamline the transfer 
of ownership of livestock 
once a loan is paid off. 
They are the result of lis-
tening closely to beef farm-
ers, hearing their concerns 
and acting on their ideas 
to fix longstanding issues 
with the program, said 
Hardeman.

"Our government wants 
to help these hard-working 
farmers focus on grow-
ing their businesses," he 
said. "One way that we're 
doing this is by introduc-
ing changes to the Feeder 
Cattle Loan Guarantee Pro-
gram that will reduce red 

tape and overall costs for 
co-ops, resulting in a better 
program for our farmers."

In addition,  the ministry 
is the part of the province’s 
streamlining review – the 
so-called Restoring Ontar-
io's Competitiveness Act. If 
passed, new rules would al-

low future program chang-
es to be made faster.

Ontario's beef farmers are 
among the many impacted 
by out of date and unnec-
essary government red 
tape that's adding to their 
operating costs and hurting 
their competitiveness, Har-

deman maintained.
These new changes add 

to the more than 30 red 
tape and regulatory reduc-
tions recently announced 
by the government to 
reduce the burden on job 
creators while protecting 
our environment and 

maintaining rules that keep 
Ontarians safe and healthy, 
he added in a statement.

There are an estimat-
ed 19,000 beef farmers 
in Ontario. The Feeder 
Cattle Loan Guarantee 
Program supports feeder 
cattle producers by offer-

ing short-term loans at 
below-market rates – based 
on the strength of a 25 per 
cent loan guarantee by the 
provincial government. 
There have been no claims 
against the government’s 
loan guarantee program in 
its 28-year history.
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Contact us today: 
craig@cribit.com     julia@cribit.com 

519-664-3701 

By collaborating with other organizations 
– AAFC, GFO, SeCan and U of G – and 
with royalties from seed, including new 
collection methods, we will get results. 

Wintermar Grains needs 
new varieties to offer growers 
viable production contracts 

Let’s Talk RESEARCH! Let’s Talk RESEARCH! 

Wintermar Grains needs 
new varieties to offer growers 
viable production contracts 

By collaborating with other organizations 
– AAFC, GFO, SeCan and U of G – and 
with royalties from seed, including new 
collection methods, we will get results. 

Contact us today: 
craig@cribit.com     julia@cribit.com 

519-664-3701 

WHERE TIRES ARE
A SPECIALTY 
NOT A SIDELINE!

Call Us for Tires!

Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
Saturdays  8am - 12 noon www.oktireelmira.com

519-669-323235 Howard Ave.  Elmira, ON

FARM • TRUCK • INDUSTRIAL • ON THE FARM SERVICE

We Stock Farm, Industrial, Truck, Passenger, 
and Even ATV and Lawn & Garden Tires.

6880 Line 86, RR#4 
Elmira, ON N3B 2Z3 

Hours: Mon. – Fri. 8-5, Sat.8-3, 
Closed Sun. & Statutory Holidays 519-669-2225

Stop by Our Retail Store & Browse 
Through Our Selection of:

New & used 
equipment:
feeders, drinkers, 
cages, nests

Egg supplies:
cartons, �ats, crates, 
candler, scale

The canola flower midge is  a newly discovered species
In the agricultural lands 
of Canada, most farmers 
would think they’ve seen 
all the pests that they could 
see. But not so: a new spe-
cies of midge has recently 
been identified.

Dr. Boyd Mori, who be-
gan his career with Agricul-
ture and Agri-Food Canada 
(AAFC) in Saskatoon in 
2016, has been studying 
swede midge, a common 

pest that damages Brassi-
caceae crops like canola, 
cabbage and broccoli. At 
one point, he thought the 
traps were broken, as they 
weren’t picking up as many 
swede midges as expected. 
But they were picking up 
something else.

"At this point, we’re not 
sure if it is a native species 
or whether it has migrated 
from other areas, like the 

swede midge did. We’re 
looking into the life cycle, 
agronomic impacts, and 
the existence of natural en-
emies (beneficial insects), 
said Mori.

Not recognizing the 
insects they were seeing 
in their traps, they sent 
them to their colleagues 
in Ontario for verification. 
Experts agreed: this insect 
has never before been de-

scribed in literature and 
has therefore been iden-
tified as a new species. 
One theory as to why it 
was only discovered now 
is that it might be a native 
species whose fortunes 
(and population) have 
increased with the rise of 
canola acreage in the past 
50 years. A lot more re-
search needs to be done to 
learn about their biology, 
potential economic impact 
on crops and if necessary, 
how to control them.

When a new species is 

identified, it needs a name. 
Mori worked with Dr. Brad 
Sinclair, a diptera (fly) 
expert from the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency, 
to name it. Factors that go 
into the naming of the fly 
include where it was found, 
the crop it affects, and its 
physical characteristics. 
Thus, it was decided that 
the new midge would be 
called Contarinia brassi-
cola, or the canola flower 
midge.

Midges are a group of 
insects that include many 

kinds of small flies. Many 
have detrimental effects 
on agricultural crops. 
Researchers at AAFC are 
studying ways to mitigate 
this damage. 

This new species of 
midge, named the canola 
flower midge, will be re-
searched further. At this 
time, there has been no 
evidence found of this 
new midge threatening or 
causing serious damage to 
crops but further assess-
ment is required, the min-
istry says.

THERE’S A TOOL FOR THAT.

EXCAVATORS

100 Union St. Elmira  519-669-0524  www.woolwichrentals.ca

SIZED FOR YOUR JOB. BIG OR SMALL
Delivery Available.
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Your local hub for our creative 
communities. Let us know when 
inspiration strikes.

Online: observerxtra.com/showtime

March 2 and 3 will mark the fi fth year of the indie com-
ic book convention, Kitchener Comic Con! With some 
notable changes, this year will be the fi rst to feature 
two locations: Kitchener City Hall will be transformed 
into the HALL OF HEROES and feature family-friendly 
content, and a second location, The Accelerator Cen-
tre @ 44 Gaukel, will be transformed into the HALL OF 
DOOM, which will feature content for older audiences.  

A new art exhibition opens Saturday and runs through 
the month at the Rotunda Gallery in the Kitchener 
City Hall. Artist Teri Donovan will speak to a variety 
of domestic and gender related aspects in the lives 
of women, past and present. Using the red skirt as 
a metaphor for women's identity, the artist addresses 
confl icting drives and society expectations.

DIVERSIONS OPENING

KW Symphony concerts coming to Elmira
COMING TO THE STAGE

BY VERONICA REINER
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

A series of concerts for 
young audiences at El-
mira’s WMC is part of 
the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Symphony’s recently an-
nounced 2019-20 season. 

The WMC will play host 
to the Kinderconcert series 
geared towards children 
under age five. The series 
features vivid original sto-
rytelling by acclaimed Oda-
wa First Nation composer 
and new KWS artist-in-res-
idence Barbara Croall, ac-
companied by the group's 
musicians.

“I am truly very hon-
oured to serve as art-
ist-in-residence and 
cultural consultant with 
the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Symphony, a responsibly 
lead organization and team 
of gifted musicians with 
strong commitments to 
community, equity, and 
diversity,” said Croall in 
a statement. “By also up-
holding the importance of 
the 94 Calls to Action made 
by the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission, and 
as the child of a residential 
school survivor, I will con-
tinue to bring the integrity 
of Indigenous values and 
viewpoints that the leaders 
and Elders in my family ex-
pect of me. Chi Miigwetch.”

KWS has been presenting 
the Kinderconcert series for 
more than 25 years. It intro-
duces music to children at 
a very young age, where it 
might spark an interest that 
continues in future years. 
New music director Andrei 
Feher said it is all part of 
the symphony’s mission 
to engage with audience 

Music director Andrei Feher will kick off the KW Symphony’s 2019/2020 season with Stavinsky's Firebird.  [SUBMITTED]

First Nation composer and new KWS artist-in-residence Barbara Croall to bring vivid storytelling into the mix

members of all ages.
“We have to have more 

than just symphonic and 
classical,” said Feher. "We 
have pop, classics, family 
concerts, Kinderconcerts, 
there's a youth orchestra 
program, and it involves 
a lot of young children. 
There are more than one 
ensemble and more than 
one type of way of doing 
anything. We have this 
responsibility to engage 
with all ages as much as 
possible.”

Flowers Wake Up is the 

upcoming performance in 
the Kinderconcert series, 
set to take place April 27, 
May 4 and May 11 in Elmi-
ra. Throughout the newly 
announced season, each 
performance is themed 
according to the time of 
year –  So Many Colourful 
Leaves in October, Snow 
People in January 2020, 
and Dancing Butterflies in 
April 2020.

Looking more broadly at 
the KWS scheduled perfor-
mances next season, Feher 
will be kicking off the Sig-

nature series with an elec-
trifying choice, leading the 
orchestra in Stravinsky's 
Firebird.

The series continues 
with Czech hits, featuring 
Smetana's Sarka from Ma 
Vlast and Dvořák’s Sym-
phony No. 8. The following 
month will consist of Feher 
leading an intriguing Ger-
man Romantics program, 
featuring Schumann's 
Overture, Scherzo & Finale, 
Brahms's Violin Concerto, 
and Gernsheim's Sympho-
ny No. 2.

“I always try to have a 
balance between classical, 
or romantic or modern 
repertoire, or differences 
in style like Russian or Ger-
man music or French kind 
of music,” said Feher. "It's 
always about having the 
right balance between ev-
erything because we have 
a lot of variety in the music 
as well.”

It wraps up with Feher 
conducting French music, 
such as Debussy's La Mer 
and Poulenc's Piano Con-
certo, concluding with the 

crowd-pleasing crescendo 
that is Ravel's famous 
Boléro. Other series within 
the season include Ba-
roque & Beyond, Matinee 
and Special. 

 Feher's first official sea-
son acting as musical di-
rector for the KW Sympho-
ny, and he quite enjoyed 
contributing his original 
twist on performances.

“I'm happy because 
I started in September 
and it's just growing; the 
excitement is there, and 
it's still even more than 
before,” said Feher. “It's 
going in a very exciting 
and interesting direction. 
The next season will be 
filled with plenty of incred-
ible experiences. I chose 
carefully the repertoire and 
the pieces and the artists 
who are coming; guests, 
conductors, soloists. I'm 
very much looking forward 
to sharing all this with ev-
eryone.”

Feher's interest in mu-
sic was sparked at a very 
young age.

“My father put me in vio-
lin lessons when I was six,” 
said Feher. “They also play 
violin in the orchestra – or 
string instruments, espe-
cially violin, they always 
start at five, six, or seven 
years old. You can never be 
in full control of the instru-
ment because it's a very 
hard one. It takes about 15 
years to have something 
that is started to sound 
good. It takes a lot of time; 
that's why people start it so 
early.”

For the full list of the 
current or 2019/2020 
schedule or for more infor-
mation, visit 
www.kwsymphony.ca.

Being in the paper is one of life’s
highlights.  Relive it with a reprint.

GET IT IN THEWe have photos to share.

observerxtra.com/photo-reprints

Being in the paper is one of life’s

We have photos to share.

observerxtra.com/
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Classified Ads, Auctions, Real Estate,  
Public Notices, Obituaries and Family 
Album Announcements

Office:      20B Arthur St. N., Elmira 
Phone:      519-669-5790 Ext. 104 
Fax:           519-669-5753  
Email:       ads@woolwichobserver.com

Deadline: Wednesdays by 10am

Classified Ad - Text Ads

Residential: $9.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 20¢ per word) 
Commercial: $15.00 per 20 words  
                       (extra words: 30¢ per word)

Classified Ad - Display Ads

Please call Donna for a quote.

Phone: 519-669-5790 Ext. 104

Placing Classified Advertising

Classified advertising will be accepted in 
person, email, phone or fax during regular 
office hours. All classified advertising are 
prepaid. Ask about the Service Directory, 
Real Estate and Family Album advertising. 

Observer advertising rates, policies and 
specifications are available at:  
www.observerxtra.com/media-kit

HELP WANTED

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Truck Driver (DZ)
This fulltime position will involve safe operation of a 
bag unit or bulk hopper bottom unit week days 
(Monday to Friday) and rotating Saturday’s.

The successful applicant will have
• A valid commercial driver’s license

• Strong oral and written communication skills

• Ability to develop effective work 
relationships with co-workers, and

• Ability to represent the Company positively 
with customers.

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

We offer a competitive wage, pension plan and 
group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Human Resources
Floradale Feed Mill Limited

2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0

Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

Please submit your resume to:
  info@bonnieschickhatchery.com 

or drop off at 18 Arthur Street North, Elmira.
  

Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.

Office/Customer Service Position
Bonnie’s Chick Hatchery Ltd is seeking an energetic 
positive thinking person to fill an office/customer 
service position.  
This position is seasonal with the potential of full time. 

The successful applicant must be flexible and able to 
work in a fast paced environment and be able to start 
as soon as possible.  

Your duties will include:
Greeting clients , Customer Service, Answering calls 
and inquiries, updating paperwork, invoicing, 
reporting, maintaining documents and any other 
required tasks.

The Elmira Legion requires a 
part-time janitor.  

Experience in janitorial or custodial 
work is required. 

Candidates must have the ability 
to work independently and 

perform manual work.  

Part-Time Janitor

Send resume by March 10, 2019 to 
Royal Canadian Legion, 

P O BOX 123, Elmira, Ont. N3B 2Z5   
or elmirabranch469@gmail.com

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Administrative Associate
Rosendale Farms is looking for a person to �ll this 
full-time position.  Responsibilities include process-
ing grain settlement cheques, administering sales 
and purchase contracts, inventory records, setting 
up payables as well as answering phones and misc 
of�ce duties.  Computer experience is required and 
previous experience in AR/AP is an asset.  A good 
attitude, strong attention to detail, reliability and 
great customer service experience is necessary.

Please send resume to info@rosendalefarms.com
or deliver in person to 544 Sawmill Rd, Waterloo.

Expanding Property Maintenance Company 
seeking career minded, full time year round 
positions for Snow Removal, Landscaping 

& Landscape Construction.
Accepting Resumes for Immediate 

Employment:
Winter & Summer Operators / Laborers

Winter Sidewalk Crew Laborer
Competitive Wages to experience level.  
Stand-by Winter Pay.  Benefit packages 
available for established crew leaders.

Experience is an asset, not a requirement.  
Transportation & Valid G License Required.

Email Resume to:  
info@mitchellpropertymaintenance.com 

or in person with appointment to 1020 Three 
Bridges Rd. St Jacobs.  Call 519-664-2500.

HELP WANTED

Join our growing team!
We are  currently looking to fill 

driver positions for our new 
Sprinter division.

• Candidates must have a valid passport, 
and be able to cross border for US deliveries.

• Must be willing to obtain FAST certification, 
and have a minimum valid “G” license. 
A/D license welcome.

• Must be able to provide a clean abstract,  be 
courteous and have a positive attitude. 

• Pay scale is a mix of hourly, and by the mile 
for longer routes.

• Must be able to lift up to 50lbs 
when necessary.

Please submit resume for consideration to: 
Ross@Dti-Logistics.com

Part time DZ Driver wanted.
Must have clean driver’s abstract, be physically 
fit, and be able to drive standard transmission.

Perfect for retired person. Local freight, Toronto, 
London, Stoney Creek areas

Fax resume to: 519-669-3845 or 
Email: haffnertrucking@rogers.com 

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS 
CONTINUE ON 
PAGE 16

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

We are looking for responsible
individuals with a good work ethic 
and friendly, positive attitude to 

join our busy workplace. 

Full-time and part-time continuing 
positions at our grocery store and/or 
convenience store (with restaurant) are 

available. We are closed Sundays.

Contact us at 519-897-2600 
or by email schnurrsgrocery@aol.com

Small Town Grocery Store
Now Hiring in Linwood

WORK WANTED

GOOD, RELIABLE DRY-
WALL TAPING AND 
sanding work. No job is 
too small. 226-622-7648.

FOR SALE

SPRING SALE. HILL-
CREST HOME BAKING 
519-669-1381. Feb. 26 - 
March 16 10% off fabrics, 
tablecloth, hosiery, quilt 
batts and underwear. 
50% off selected fabrics. 
10% off books, 10% off 
single cards, excluding 
homemade cards. 10% 
discount through March 
on dish sets.

AUCTIONS

SAT. MARCH 9 AT 
10:00 AM CLEARING 
auction sale of house-
hold effects; antiques; 
collectibles; and mis-
cellaneous items at 54 
Church St. E. Elmira for 
Edward and Eva Frey. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd.  
519 656 3555  
www.jantziauctions.com

SMALL ADS,
BIG IMPACT.
THE OBSERVER
CLASSIFIED ADS

LOOKING
FOR LOCAL 

WORK? 
YOU’VE COME TO
THE RIGHT PLACE.
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Annual Drinking Water Reports
In Accordance with the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002, c. 32, Ontario Regulation 170/03, 
s. 11 (1), copies of the 2018 Annual Reports are to be made available to the public at 
no charge. The Township of Woolwich website (www.woolwich.ca) has provided a link to 
the 2018Annual Reports for the following water distribution systems. Please note that 
the link is located under Township Services – Departments – Engineering, Planning and 
Building Services – Water and Sewer –Municipal Water Systems.

• Breslau Distribution System
• Conestogo Golf Distribution System
• Conestogo Plains Distribution System
• Elmira/St. Jacobs Distribution System
• Heidelberg Distribution System
• Maryhill Distribution System
• Maryhill Heights Distribution System
• West Montrose Distribution System

The Annual Reports provide information on the operation of the Municipal Drinking Water 
Distribution Systems and the quality of its water. If you wish to receive a written copy of 
the Township of Woolwich’s 2018 Annual Reports for any of the above-mentioned Water 
Distribution Systems, please contact Kayla Martin, Engineering & Planning Services  
519-669-6041 or 1-877-969-0094 Ext. 6041.
The Regional Municipality of Waterloo is responsible for the supply and treatment of 
potable water. An Annual Report is produced by the Regional Municipality of Waterloo 
and a link to this report can be found on the Township’s website as noted above.Copies 
of the Region of Waterloo Annual Reports are also available by calling 519-575-4400 or 
can be picked up at the Region’s Headquarters, Water Services Division, located at 150 
Frederick Street, Kitchener.

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich intends to adopt the following 
2019 budgets as required by section 290 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended:

• Tax-supported operating budget;
• Capital budget;
• Water budget; and
• Wastewater budget;

at the regularly scheduled Council meeting on March 5, 2019, at 7:00 PM in the Council 
Chambers, Municipal Office, 24 Church Street West, Elmira.
Richard Petherick, CPA, CMA
Director of Finance & Treasurer

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

AUCTION SALE
Of antiques; collectables; household; 

furniture; lawn; garden; and miscellaneous 
items at 54 Church St. east Elmira  

for Edward and Eva Frey on:
Saturday March 9 at 10:00 AM

ANTIQUES AND COLLECTABLES: 
French flat to the wall cupboard – unique; 
oak sideboard; wood grain counter rare; 
drop leaf table; parlour table; high chair; 
cross cut saw; mantel clock; Ingersol cheese 
box; Evenholme dairy milk bottle Elmira and 
other milk bottles; ¾ bed with matching 
washstand and dresser; washstand with 
tear drop pulls; 3 drawer chest; cedar chest; 
chamber bowl and pitcher; Massey Harris 
cast iron tractor seat; Patterson cast iron 
tractor seat; whirligigs; quilts; quilt tops; old 
blankets; chamber set; hooked mats; old 
calendars; sugar and flour bin; yoke; sleigh 
bells; wood block plain; horse shoes; rolling 
pine; cutlery box; matching 4 chairs; hay 
fork; child’s wagon; cast iron pot; ice tongs; 
farm tractor calendars; cukoo clock; marble 
roller; child’s rocker, stroller, and furniture; 
Tonka dump truck; toys; games; puzzles; 
Brownie camera; cast iron irons; crokinole 
board; dolls; crocks; egg baskets; Matchbox 
cars; old stool; side table; old books; Wilder 
books; chairs; quilt frames; quantity of older 
glass; depression; crystal; Corningware; 
Roger Bros silverware and chest; old 
flatware; cups and saucers; fancy bowls; 
and the list goes on and on. 
HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS MISC;  
GE apartment size washer; Kenmore sewing 
machine; Singer sewing machine in cabinet; 
wood stacking chairs; chrome stacking 
chairs; couch and matching chair; area rug; 
folding table; double bed; salad master and 
cones; love seat; fan; dish pans; cookware; 
kitchenware;  4.75 hp lawnmower; Stihl mm55 
tiller; lawn sweeper; fertilizer spreader; 
wheel barrow; aluminum step ladder; pellet 
gun; live trap; shop trap; saw horses; desk; 
hand saws; pruners; variety of hand; power; 
and lawn and garden tools

AUCTION SALE
Of

Combine, tractors, machinery and 
miscellaneous items, to be held at  

9288 Con. 11, Wellington North Twp.
4 miles south of Mount Forest or 5 miles 
northeast of Teviotdale (off Highway 109),  

for Wayne & Maria Weber, on

SATURDAY, MARCH 16TH @ 11:00 A.M.

MACHINERY:  NH 8160 diesel tractor, 4wd, 
cab, air, 4800 hours. CIH C100 diesel tractor, 
4wd, loader, bucket, manure fork, bale spear, 
canopy, 5300 hours. JD 6300 diesel tractor, 
4wd, 640 loader, 9900 hours. 1991 JD 9500 
combine, 466 motor, 2wd, cab, air, 3 speed 
throttle, “Bish Bin”, 5667 engine hours, 3621 
separator hours, JD 643 – 6 row corn head, 
JD 918 – 18ft. flex head, and JD 10ft. pickup 
(Note – Heads selling separately). JD 2810 – 
6 furrow semi-mount plow, variable width, 
spring reset, European bottoms.  Kverneland 
4 furrow semi-mount plow. Wilrich 24ft. 
cultivator, tandems, finger harrows. JD 215 
– 14ft. disc.  Kongskilde 6 row corn scuffler 
(loader mount).  16ft. land roller with transport 
wheels. CIH 510 – 20 run seed drill, grass 
seeder, fertilizer. NH 1431 discbine, 13ft., 
2ph, good.  Pequea HR1140 Haymaker rotary 
rake.  NH BR7060 round baler, “Crop Cutter”, 
XtraSweep, approx. 19,500 bales. JBM 30ft. 
steel round bale rack on Horst 12 ton wagon.  
24ft. steel mesh big bale rack on horst wagon.  
20ft. flat rack wagon.  2 – 200 bushel gravity 
wagons. JD 660 manure spreader, tandem, 
top beater.  Field sprayer. Lucknow 8ft. snow 
blower, hyd. hood.  Westfield 80-51 pto auger.  
6 sections harrows. Chain harrows. 2 – 3ph 
fertilizer spreaders
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: Tandem flatbed 
trailer c/w lights. Magnaplus 45kw pto 
generator.  Farm King 2 stage grain cleaner.  
2 – Creek Bank round bale carts.Cattle 
squeeze.  Band saw.  6in. jointer.  Stihl 362C 
chain saw.  Buffalo scuffler parts, plus a 
wagonload of farm related items.
NOTE – Farm is sold. Proprietors 
relocating. A clean lineup of machinery! 
Be on time as there are few small items.  
See www.gerberauctions.net for photos. 
Proprietors and auctioneers not responsible 
for accidents day of sale.  Lunch booth.
TERMS – Cash or cheque with I.D.  
Sale order – Wagonload, miscellaneous 
items, machinery.
PROPRIETORS – Wayne and Maria Weber 
– 519-321-9458

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

AUCTION

AUCTION

AUCTION

P U B L I C  N O T I C E

DAVID CARSON FARMS & 
AUCTION SERVICES LTD.

SAT. MARCH 2ND – 11:00 A.M. – Beef 
Cow & Calf Sale - Approx. 150 head Sell!! 
Featuring a Registered Charolais Dispersal 
for Langstaff Charolais. Followed by cows, 
breeder bulls, and cow/calf pairs. Cull 
cows at 11A.M. followed by Stocker sale. 
Consignments Accepted!
WED. MARCH 13TH – 11:30 A.M. – Dairy 
Sale. Offering registered and grade, fresh 
and springing young Holstein cows and 
heifers. Open & Bred heifers will start at 11:30 
A.M. prior to the Dairy Sale. Consignments 
Welcome!

Carson’s Auction Service 
R.R.#3 Listowel, ON  N4W 3G8

Tel: 519-291-2049  |  Fax: 519-291-5065
Website: www.davidcarson.on.ca  |  Email: info@davidcarson.on.ca

Please submit your resume to:
  info@bonnieschickhatchery.com 

or in person at 18 Arthur Street North, Elmira.
  

Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
Bonnie’s
Chick Hatchery Ltd.
General Labourer Position

Bonnie’s Chick Hatchery Ltd is currently accepting 
resumes for a full time Hatchery General Labourer
We are seeking an energetic, self-motivated, reliable 
person. The successful candidate must be able to 
work in a team environment, learn quickly (training 
provided), and be able to follow instructions.  

A valid driver’s licence is an asset.  There will be lifting 
and physical labour.  

Your duties will include:
Handling chicks and eggs while adhering to the 
Animal Welfare and Health & Safety Policies, 
sanitation requirements, preparing eggs and chicks 
for shipment and other duties as required. 

HELP WANTED

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF 
COMBINE, TRACTORS, 
machinery and miscella-
neous items, to be held 
at 9288 Con. 11, Welling-
ton North Twp. 4 miles 
south of Mount forest or 
5 miles northeast of Tevi-
otdale (off Highway 109), 
for Wayne & Maria Weber, 
on Saturday, March 16th 
@ 11:00 a.m. Gerber Auc-
tions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138 

AUCTIONS

SAT. MARCH 16 AT 
2:00 PM - CHARITY 
auction of 65 rare hockey 
cards mainly Bobby Orr 
and Darryl Sittler and 
other hockey memorabil-
ia etc. at the Woolwich 
Community Centre 24 
Snyder Ave in Elmira for 
the MCC Thrift and Gift. 
Jantzi Auctions Ltd.  
5 1 9 - 6 5 6 - 3 5 5 5  
www.jantziauctions.com

AUCTIONS

AUCTION SALE OF 
COMBINE, TRACTORS, 
machinery and miscella-
neous items, to be held 
at 7113 Wellington Rd. 9, 
Mapleton Twp. Approx. 
5 miles southwest of 
Teviotdale, (or north off 
Highway 86) for Allan 
and Lorna Weber, on 
Wednesday, March 20th 
@ 11:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-
4451 or 698-0138 

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAV-
INGS AGRICULTURAL 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; 
feed grade lime, 25kg. 
Delivered. Call George 
Haffner Trucking, 519-
574-4141 or 519-669-
2045.

FARM SERVICES

FERTILIZER AND SEED 
GRAIN - AT COMPETI-
tive pricing. Call George 
Haffner Trucking,  
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT 
- ICE SALT COMES IN 
20 & 40kg's, Ice melt 
comes in 20kg bags. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-
669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & 
CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. 
Minimum 15 ton lots. 
Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 
or 519-669-2045.

FARM SERVICES

ORGANIC FERTILIZER 
FOR SALE. SULFUR 90 
and Sulfate Potash. Call 
George Haffner Truck-
ing at 519-574-4141 or  
519-669-2045.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

GENERATOR REPAIRS. 
JOHN AT 226-622-
4598.

RON'S DRYWALL AND 
RENOVATIONS. OVER 
35 years experience. 
Please call 519-496-7539 
or email ron.spncr@
gmail.com

CLASSIFIED LISTINGS 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

BAKERS, CARPENTERS, ETC.

Let 
them
eat 

cake.

BOOK AN AD
FOR YOUR

SKILLED 
TRADE#1NEWS SOURCE

I N  T H E  R E G I O N
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R E A L  E S T A T E  S E R V I C E S

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

ONLY ONE UNIT REMAINING IN THE FIRST PHASE OF 
TOWN HOMES! 
Base Price includes finished basement $492,000.  2+1 bedroom, 3 full 
bathrooms, central air conditioning, gas fireplace, hardwood & ceramic 
flrs, custom kitchen with island, master ensuite, main floor laundry, walkout 
+ more!  EXCLUSIVE

PARADIGM ELMIRA HOMES

WANT TO SELL? CALL US TODAY TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR PROPERTY IS WORTH!

$459,000 ELMIRA 
Welcome to this well located 
Bungalow. 3 bedroom, part 
finished basement, spacious 
150' lot. Single attached 
garage.  Add your personal 
finishes to make this a 
wonderful family home or ideal 
retirement home.  NEW MLS 

$484,900   ELMIRA
Solid brick bungalow and very 
well maintained with some 
updates.  Newer kitchen with 
appliances, bright living & dining 
room, 3 bdrms, 2 bathrooms, main 
floor laundry, walkout to deck and 
yard, partially finished basement 
with gas fireplace, plenty of 
storage space, double driveway, 
roof/2018.  NEW MLS 

OPEN HOUSE | SAT, MAR 2ND

10 AM  12 PM •  35 CEDAR WAXWING DRIVE, ELMIRA

$619,900   ELMIRA
Approximately 2900 SQ.FT of 
finished living space!  Inviting 
main floor layout offers 
hardwood & ceramic flrs., 
gas fireplace and cathedral 
ceiling, spacious kitchen and 
dining area has walkout to 
deck, fenced yard & shed, 
main floor laundry, 3 bdrms, 4 
baths!  Finished basement 
boasts rec room, gas F/P, bar 
& bathroom.  MLS

OPEN HOUSE | SAT, MAR 2ND 
10 AM  12 PM •  9 TANAGER STREET, ELMIRA

FINISHED TOP TO BOTTOM!

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

�����������������������

Drayton -  Welcome to 30 Parkside St. in Drayton! Beautiful single detached home, built in 2006, has 
much to offer!  3 bedrms, 4 bathrms, ensuite & walk-in closet, some new flooring, upper floor laundry, 
appliances included, walk-in pantry, mudroom, gas fireplace, open concept feel, finished basement 
with wet bar, double car garage with ample parking, huge deck, large corner lot....with all of this and 
more, don't wait to preview this home! Call us today!   

$499,900$499,900

OPEN
HOUSE
Sunday,
March 3rd, 1-3pm 
30 Parkside St., Drayton

DRAYTON - You will be impressed 
with this immaculate 3 bedrm, 3 bathrm, 
semi-detached home surrounded by 
green space. This bright 2 story has 
been finished from top to bottom with 
elegant stylings you are sure to love. 
Luxury finished basement including 
recessed surround sound, a new couch, 
wine fridge and jet tub in your spa like 
bathroom. Back deck overlooking the 
large corner lot with no residential 
homes behind you. Recent updates 
include: Windows - 2018, roof - 2018, 
furnace - 2015, water heater - 2013, 
Sump Pump - 2014. With nothing left to 
do but move in and enjoy, make 15 Dales 
Dr. your new home! MLS $359,900$359,900

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

$409,900

Perfect starter home! Steps from 
the recreational complex. Central 
downtown location. 1½ storey home, 
completely redecorated. Mostly new 
flooring throughout. Replacement 
windows, doors, furnace & central air.  
Two bedrooms on the main floor & 
two bedrooms upstairs.  Freshly paint-
ed throughout.  Unfinished basement.  
Detached garage.  MLS   

21 ERNST ST. ELMIRA

$499,900

Great family home in established neigh-
bourhood.  Deep private yard with ma-
ture trees.  Formal L.R. & D.R. with new 
hardwood flooring, eat-in kitchen with 
appliances incl.  3+ bdrms.  New hard-
wood & carpeting.  Finished basement 
with recroom w/woodstove, games 
area, 4thbdrm& full bath.  Dbl asphalt 
driveway, private patio area.  MLS 

56 FALCON DR. ELMIRA

Don Madill       #M08004349  519-743-5361
Frank Rowley  #M08005026  226-921-0365 
Austin Ainslie  #M18002432  519-498-4905

THE MORTGAGE PEOPLE
W E  D O  D I F F I C U L T  M O R T G A G E S .

• 1st, 2nd & 3rd mortgages
• Residential, Commercial, 
   Industrial, Farms & Land
• Good Credit, Bad Credit,
   Self-Employed

We will
go to
your

home.

Kitchener
(Lic. #10300)

www.themortgagepeople.ca    |    1-800-361-5114

Cozy family home on a quiet court. Gently lived in, 11 Cardinal Street 
in Elmira offers families the safety of low traffic, and the convenience 
of 4 schools a short walk away. (Perhaps more appealing for kids is 
Gibson Park with its enviable playground.) A versatile property 
offering 4 bdrms, 2 bths, finished basement, Hy-Grade Roof, 
expansive 2-tier Trex deck with walk-out from master bedroom, 
beautiful custom 8 x 12 shed with barn doors, steel roof & ‘porch’, 
and a list of updates makes this one you’ll want to check out. 

519.831.8393 
Broker

OPEN HOUSE | SATURDAY MAR. 2ND 
& SUNDAY MAR. 3RD 2 – 4 P.M.

Evelyn Neumann

11 CARDINAL ST. ELMIRA  |  $529,900

Have
something
to say?

Share your thoughts.

We’d love your input on the 
issues and this issue. GET IT IN THE

observerxtra.com/write-a-letter

 

 

Buying or 
selling?

BOOK AN AD: observerxtra.com/advertising-media-kit

We're
your #1
source
for
local real 
estate.

FIND IT IN THE OBSERVER
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HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E S

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Humidity or Heating
Issues in Your Home?

CALL 519-206-0336
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE   www.koebelhcm.com

Give us a call or visit us online.

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN AND MINIBUS TRANSPORTATION
“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.

Ditner Construction

Wayne Ditner
Gary Ditner

5120 Perth Line 91, RR #2 Palmerston, ON N0G2P0

519-741-6937 Palmerston
226-339-6607 Elmira

Concrete Construction
Floors * Patio * Driveway

Walkways 
Broom-Stamped-exposed 

Foundations - ICF 
Also Post Hole Drilling, 

Fences and Framing 

GENERAL SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES OUTDOOR SERVICES

ALWAYS
BUYING
Jewellery,
Old Coins
& Paper
Money

991 Victoria St. N
Kitchener

519-579-9302
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F A M I LY  A L B U M

Open House

Saturday, March 9, 2019
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Elmira Legion Hall

For Oscar Bloch’s

80th Birthday

80 Years Young 
and still plowing.

Lots of Love
The OGRAM family 

Happy Birthday Dad & Grandpa

(all 18 of us)

Matulewicz, Christine  
Isabel (nee Galley) 

August 18, 1930 – February 24, 2019 
Passed away peacefully on Sunday, 
February 24, 2019, at the Saint-Louis 
Bruyère Residence in Orleans. Chris 
was the beloved wife, for 45 years, of 
the late Alex Matulewicz (2014), and 
retired from employment at the Uni-
versity of Waterloo in 1987. Survived 
by her children Randy Cooper and his 
wife Rachelle of Mission, BC, Angela 
Cooper of Ottawa, Charlotte Russell of 
Airdrie, AB, and Elise Letourneau and 
her husband Tim of Ottawa. Grand-
children Ryan and Russell Cooper; 
Kristina, Patrick, and Stefany Mayer; 
Amanda and Jessica Russell; and 
great-grandchildren Kayla Nosewor-
thy, Leah and Sarah Mayer, and Jacob, 
Nathan, and Harvey Cooper. Christine 
is also survived by her sister, Marion 
Caven of Alliston. Predeceased by her 
parents Keary and Hilda Galley (Eby) 
of Elmira, her son Andre Letourneau 
(2015) of Carleton Place, and her broth-
er Petty Officer RCN, Tom Galley, NS. 
At Christine’s request, cremation has 
taken place and there will be no funer-
al home visitation. A Celebration of 
Life service for family and friends will 
be held on Saturday, March 2, 2019 at 
11 a.m. in the chapel at the Dreising-
er Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., 
Elmira. Refreshments will be served 
after the service in the funeral home. 
A private family interment will follow 
later. In Christine’s memory, dona-
tions to the Bruce Trail Conservancy 
would be appreciated as expressions of 
sympathy. Toll free 1-800-665-4453 or 
donate online at brucetrail.org.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Ruth, Michael “Mike” 
Passed away peacefully, with his family 
by his side, at St. Mary’s General Hos-
pital, Kitchener, on Friday, February 
22, 2019, at the age of 64 years. Beloved 
husband of Patricia “Patsy” Ruth of El-
mira. Loved father of Michael (Nikki), 
Steven (Megan), and Travis (Lauren), 
all of Elmira. Loving grandfather of 
Holly and Hunter. Dear brother of 
Sandy Beaulieu, Doug and Helga, 
Bev Ruth, Brenda and Brad Pearce, 
and Rhonda and Ray Ropp. Lovingly 
remembered by Patsy’s brothers and 
sisters, and their families. Predeceased 
by his parents Gerry and Jean (Weber) 
Ruth, uncle Ron Weber, brother-in-law 
Gary Beaulieu, and Patsy’s parents 
Ken and Barb Dickieson. Mike loved 
the outdoors and was an avid bow-
hunter. At his request, cremation has 
taken place. A celebration of life will 
be held on Saturday, March 2, 2019 
from 2-5 p.m. at the Elmira Legion, 
11 First St. E., Elmira. As expressions 
of sympathy, donations to Diabetes 
Canada or the Heart and Stroke Foun-
dation would be appreciated by the 
family.  Arrangements entrusted to the 
Dreisinger Funeral Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

BIRTHDAY BIRTHDAY OBITUARY OBITUARY

...& SMALL BUSINESS ACCOUNTING

SHELLY & SCOTT TAYLOR

28 Pintail Drive, Elmira, ON, N3B 3G9

519-669-0003 
taylortax@rogers.com
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DEATH NOTICES 

MARTIN, JUSTUS Justus S. Martin, of Mount 
Forest, born on May 25, 1971 passed away 
peacefully at St. Mary's Hospital, Kitchener, 
on Friday, February 22, 2019 at the age of 
47 years, 8 months, 28 days. Local relatives: 
Brother of Solomon and Esther Martin of 
Conestoga, George and Hannah Martin of 
Conestoga, Esther Martin of Conestoga, Wesley 
and Marlene Martin of Linwood, Annie Martin of 
Conestoga, Marvin Martin of Conestoga.

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

SMALL ADS,
BIG IMPACT.
THE OBSERVER
CLASSIFIED ADS

Planning a
special event?

BOOK AN AD: observerxtra.com/advertising-media-kit

Get the
word out!

FAMILY ALBUM ANNOUNCEMENTS

#1NEWS SOURCE
I N  T H E  R E G I O N
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Be involved in community activities, 
events & support local initiatives. Tell 
us about what's happening and about 
the people in your neighbourhood.

Online: observerxtra.com/tips

Last week’s Ontario Mennonite Relief Heifer Sale 
raised some $146,000 for the Mennonite Central 
Committee. Topping the sale at $4,300 was a heifer 
donated by Kindred Credit Union purchased by Murrel 
Sauder of Wallenstein. Next at $4,000 was a heifer 
donated by Grand Valley Fortifiers purchased by 
Ken Huizinga of Wainfleet. A total of 119 head were 
donated and sold at an average of $960 each. 

The Kitchener Waterloo Community Foundation, 
Carizon, Shore Centre and YW Kitchener-Waterloo are 
hosting an International Women's Day event March 6, 
3-4:30 p.m., at the University of Waterloo. The groups 
note that Waterloo Region is listed 20th out of 25 
Canadian cities for quality of life for women, and they 
aim to change that.
 

www.kwcf.ca

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

This past Saturday we had the opportunity to 
sponsor The Coldest Night of the Year. We are 
so blessed to be apart of a generous community 
who join together to make a difference in other’s 
lives. The event raised over $75,000! These 
funds will go towards Woolwich Community 
Services and will be used to fulfill needs locally. 

– The Leroy’s Auto Care Team

IN SUPPORT OF MCC OUT AND ABOUT

PEER OUTREACH

Charity team members of St. Jacobs PS hold up the "Wanted" poster and SickKids information. The team consists of eight members including Samantha Fishman, 
Hannah Bauman, Daniella Chan, Brandon Farr, Delaney Watson, Riley DeLong, Ava Wadel and Mia McLachlan. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Call it a pie-in-the-eye goal
St. Jacobs PS students buying up ballots that will let winners toss pies into the mugs of their teachers in a fundraiser for SickKids

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

It’s not every day you get 
the chance to shove a pie 
in your teacher’s face, but 
students at St. Jacobs PS 
will get the opportunity to 
do just that, all for a worthy 
cause. 

Seventeen of the school’s 
teachers have volunteered 
to be a victim in a spirited 
assembly on March 7, with 
all the proceeds raised go-
ing to SickKids Hospital.

“The theme is kids help-
ing kids. That’s what was 
really touching, is that they 
wanted to benefit someone 
like them,” said Brandon 
Farr, the teacher who spear-
headed the project.

Those participating can 
buy one ballot for 50 cents 
or three for $1, and choose 
their preferred target. The 
names will be drawn ran-
domly at the assembly; 
participants can purchase 
as many tickets as they 
wish. The more ballots each 
participant buys, the higher 
their likelihood of them 
throwing the pie. 

Wanted posters featuring 
each participant set the 
tone across the school. 

“There’s not a lot of 
things more motivating 
than punishing a teacher 
by putting whip cream in 
their face,” said Farr with 
a laugh, noting that even 
school staff have been get-
ting in on the buzz.

“We even have teachers 
that are allowed to buy tick-
ets to put in other teacher’s 
faces,” said Farr. “Mrs. 
Uttley’s brother is on staff 
as well, so she wants to buy 

a lot of tickets to get her 
brother.”

The endeavour was or-
ganized by the school’s 
charity team, who maintain 
that getting the opportuni-
ty to raise money for kids 
in need was rewarding in 
itself. 

“It’s amazing to get the 
opportunity to do fund-
raisers,” said Samantha 

Fishman, a member of the 
team. “If we raise money 
for causes like this, to cre-
ate more hospitals, more 
space, less room for stress, 
then it’ll make the situation 
easier for kids and parents.”

Many of the organizers 
have a special connection 
to the charity, with close 
friends, classmates, and 
even family members being 

patients at SickKids. 
“I know we have some 

kids on our charity team 
that have been to SickKids 
and have a connection to 
it,” said Hannah Bauman, 
another member of the 
Charity Team. “So they 
wanted to give back.”

“It’s amazing how you 
hear people be like ‘oh I 
went to SickKids for this’ ‘I 

went to SickKids for that,’ 
and these people come out 
of the woodwork that it’s 
like oh my gosh we have 
this magical place in com-
mon,” added Farr.

The group is dedicated 
to organizing fundraisers, 
with members having 
previous experiences with 
these types of initiatives. 
Previous campaigns in 

including a sock drive, 
where socks are collected to 
benefit the homeless, and a 
stocking stuffer campaign. 

“It’s always nice when 
we get our grand total and 
think ‘Wow. We did that. We 
planned this,’” said Bau-
man. “Especially the sock 
drive, we got 500 socks. I 
don’t think I would have 
ever guessed that was the 
number.”

“They’ve displayed 
amazing empathy through-
out this entire process, 
which has been really 
heartwarming for our staff 
to see how committed these 
kids are to helping other 
people. It’s pretty awesome 
to see that in the youth,” 
said Farr.

Farr said he was over-
whelmed with the com-
munity support they’ve 
received for these fundrais-
ers, and with the dedication 
of members of the charity 
team.

“It’s an amazingly gener-
ous community,” said Farr. 
“This is my first year here, 
so I’ve been pretty blown 
away by the generosity 
here. And I have no doubt 
that this is something that I 
know people are connected 
to as well because it’s such 
an incredible place that 
helps a lot of kids.”

SickKids Hospital in 
Toronto is a research-in-
tensive hospital and the 
largest centre dedicated to 
improving children’s health 
in Canada.

The event will take place 
right before the students’ 
March Break on March 7, 
giving them an electric 
send-off to their holiday. 
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The Community Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit 
local events that are offered free to the public. Placement 
is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, 
open houses  and similar events do not qualify for free 
advertising. See complete policy online. All submissions are 
to be made online at www.observerxtra.com/event-list.

Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

Woolwich Township Ward 1 Councillor

519.514.6051

How can I 
help you?

pmerlihan@woolwich.ca

www.merlihan.com

C O M M U N I T Y  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

FEBRUARY 28
 � HOW TO HAVE A CONVERSATION WITH A LOVED ONE 

about depression. Sometimes we just don't know what to 
say to do. Join us for an evening focusing on how to start a 
conversation and be supportive when a family member or 
friend is struggling, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Woolwich 
Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs.

MARCH 1
 � WORLD DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE IN ELMIRA WILL BE 

held at 7 p.m. at the Elmira Mennonite Church.  
Refreshments will follow the inter-denominational service.  
All are welcome.

 MARCH 4
 � FIRST FOODS FOR BABIES. LED BY A REGISTERED 

Dietitian. You will learn how to make and store your own 
baby food, how to introduce solids, which foods are best for 
your baby's age and stage. Join us from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
at Woolwich Community Health Centre, St. Jacobs.

MARCH 5
 � SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE & SAUSAGE SUPPER AND 

bake sale at West Montrose United Church. 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Hosted by the Women's Social Group. Free will offering 
appreciated. All welcome.

MARCH 6
 � YOUNG AT HEART CLUB. WE HOPE TO SEE YOU FOR 

cards, games and friendship at St. Clements Community 
Centre from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Refreshments will be served.

MARCH 13
 � SENIORS' COMMUNITY DINING AT CALVARY UNITED 

Church, St. Jacobs. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for lunch, fellowship and entertainment, $12. 
Please call 519-664-1900 by noon March 11 to sign up.

MARCH 14
 � EVERGREEN SENIORS' FELLOWSHIP AT WOODSIDE 

Church, Elmira at 10:30 a.m. "Images and Stories From 
Nature" with Merri-Lee Metzger, Photographer. Spiritual 
encouragement with Pastor Paul Westerholm. Music: Emily 
Schlueter. $7 donation includes hot lunch.

 � SENIORS' LUNCH CLUB AT BRESLAU COMMUNITY 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you to 
join us for a light lunch and fellowship, $7. Please call 519-
664-1900 by March 11to sign up.

 � NEW HORIZONS FOR SENIORS, BOOMERS AND ZOOMERS 
will meet at 58 St. Charles St. E, Maryhill - guest, Jean 
Horne( race walker) Topic - There is No Stopping Her. 
Admission 2 dollars. Contact -jehaid@netflash.net

MARCH 18
 � ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY SPEAKER 

Janet Cox (from John’s Nursery) “Pruning and Bed 
Preparation” at Trinity United Church, 21 Arthur St. N., 
Elmira. 7:30-9:00 p.m. Non-members $2. New members 
welcome!

MARCH 19
 � TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 

from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.. Roast pork, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, bread, vegetables, salad, chocolate oven pudding 
with ice cream, beverage $12 per person.

 � SAFETALK IS A SUICIDE ALERTNESS TRAINING THAT 
prepares anyone 15 or older to become a suicide-alert 
helper. Registration is required by February  25. 6:20 p.m. 
to 9:30 p.m. at Woolwich Community Health Centre, St. 
Jacobs.

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763 | psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call 
your Welcome 

Wagon Hostess. 

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

ON THE MENU

Spicing up some 
root vegetables to 
provide a taste of 

warmer places

We’re edging closer 
to spring, though 
Mother Nature 

hasn’t got the memo, it 
seems. Outside of the 
growing supply of green-
house options, our supply 
of local or Ontario produce 
very much draws on tradi-
tional root vegetables.

This recipe for Roasted 
Moroccan Vegetables gets 
its name and flavour from 
some outsourced spices, 
but most of the ingredi-
ents can be found from 
sources much closer to 
home.

In keeping with the 
world of tastes, this vege-
table side dish, so packed 
with bold flavours, is 
perfect to serve with lamb 
kebabs – local lamb also 
being an option.

Roasted Moroccan 
Vegetables

2 cups each of cubed butter-
nut squash and sweet potato 
(about 1-inch pieces)
2 cups each diagonally sliced 
carrots and parsnips (about 
1-inch)
2 cloves garlic, slivered
1 red onion, cut into 8 wedges

2 Tbsp. olive oil
1 tsp. ground cumin
1/2 tsp. each salt, ground 
ginger, cinnamon, turmeric 
and paprika
1/4 tsp. cayenne pepper (or 
more to taste)
1/2 cup crumbled feta cheese
1/4 cup chopped dried 
apricots
2 Tbsp. chopped pistachios

1. In large bowl, toss together 
squash, sweet potato, carrots, 
parsnips, garlic, onion and oil.

2. In small bowl, combine 
cumin, salt, ginger, cinnamon, 
turmeric, paprika and cayenne. 
Add to vegetables and toss well 
to coat thoroughly. Spread in 
single layer on large parchment 
paperlined baking sheet. Roast 
in 425°F (220°C) oven for 35 
minutes or until vegetables 
are tender; stirring halfway 
through.

3. Transfer to serving bowl; 
sprinkle with cheese, apricots 
and pistachios.

4. Tip: A sharp vegetable peeler 
works great on removing the 
skin from the squash. 
 
Serves six.
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P L A C E S  O F  F A I T H
WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

10: 45 am Worship Service

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30 am Sunday School 

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Jesus Is The True King

Sunday, March 3rd

10:45 am

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Guest Speaker: Michael Hackbush
(House of Friendship)

Mission Sunday

12 pm - Potato Lunch Fundraiser for House of Friendship

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:00 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service

www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

Looking for a faith community that's close to home? Start here. If you want to see your church listed here and 
want to reach over 12,000 homes every week call Donna at 519-669-5790 ext104.

BRAIN FOOD

U.S. presidents linked to some specific words we use

OBSERVER CROSSWORD

Q.  Presidents’ Day in 
the U.S. has come and 
gone, but words linger, 
associated with specific 
presidents.  “Watergate,” 
you may know, relates to 
Richard M. Nixon and the 
scandal involving abuse 
of office and cover-up that 
brought on his resigna-
tion.  Can you name the 
president and his connec-
tion with “teddy bear,” 
“OK” and “sockdolager”?

A.  “Teddy bear” is linked 
to Theodore “Teddy” Roo-
sevelt, 26th President and 
avid hunter, says Anu Garg 
on his “A.Word.A.Day” web-
site.  As the story goes, on a 
hunting trip when Roosevelt 
was unable to find an animal 

to kill, his companions tied a 
black bear to a tree for him to 
shoot.  Roosevelt refused but 
the event inspired a toymak-
er to create a stuffed bear, 
calling it “Teddy’s bear.”  It 
sold.

     “OK” was already an 
abbreviation for “oll korrect” 
(“all correct”) when sup-
porters of Martin Van Buren 
adopted it as a nickname for 
his 1840 re-election cam-
paign.  OK was short for “Old 
Kinderhook,” a town in New 
York where Van Buren was 
born.  Finally, “sockdolager,” 
meaning “a decisive blow” 
or “something exceptional,” 
is the cue on which John 
Wilkes Booth fired his gun 
at Abraham Lincoln as the 
president watched “Our 

ACROSS
1. Life energy field
5. Makes a circle 

with SIN
8. Blackguard
11. Mistake
15. Bushy cabbage 

relative
17. Consumed
18. In the kisser
19. Emerald Isle, in 

verse
20. Court ploy
21. Affectedly cre-

ative
22. Still the loneliest 

number
23. Attacking cher-

ished beliefs
26. First and most 

important of 3 R's
28. Morally repug-

nant media
29. Big wine holder
31. Chair to the 

mountaintop
34. Saturate with 

oxygen
36. Not just "a"
39. Nervous spasm
40. Goes with the 

flow
41. If then ____
42. Raccoon cousin
45. "Welcome" site
47. Library & informa-

tion science
49. Lower middle 

class
56. Balaam's mount
57. Slime
58. Deprive of heat?
59. This jingle, jangle, 

jingles
62. "Polythene ___" 

(Beatles song)
64. Drink from a dish
66. "Absolutely!"
67. Anti-acidic
69. Eternal

73. You can spend it 
in Romania

74. Red flourescent 
dye

76. Water cannon 
target

80. Drink to your fill 
vacation

84. Long time span
85. "I had no ___!"
86. Branch
87. Mint family herbs
89. Blend
90. Golly ___
91. Prophesize a 

warning
92. Hunted
93. Dusk, to Donne
94. Stuff blower 

upper
95. God of War

DOWN
1. Dislike, and then 

some

2. Bladder contents
3. Dressed in
4. WWI biplane 

fighter
5. Stuck up trope
6. Assortment
7. Welse Jane
8. Viking sunstone 

crystal?
9. Pay some bridge 

crosser
10. Formally argu-

able
11. Attack, gruffly
12. Advent
13. Large felines
14. Bug out
16. Neck pain
24. Amiss
25. Partner to he
27. Dumpster fire 

nation
30. Athletic supporter?
32. Go out on this
33. Multinational 

flying group
35. Sticky exudation
36. IP's other half
37. Clod chopper
38. "Dig in!"
43. Princess head-

gear
44. "___ alive!"
46. Big jerk
48. Chit
50. Spycraft
51. Call of being 

present
52. Aim
53. ___ it ain't so!
54. Anger
55. First responder 

medics
59. "Do the Right 

Thing" pizzeria 
owner

60. Entreater, beggar
61. Tiny Tim's instru-

ment
63. Non gender- 

neutral deliverers
65. To turn from 

intended purpose
68. Hawaiian garland
70. GNU's not Unix
71. Wait out castle
72. Significant other
75. Loose mountain 

slope stones
77. T in SATB
78. Remove con-

fidence, trust, 
mountains

79. Completely 
destroys

81. Bad comics deny 
wife is one

82. Delicate
83. Most tightly 

bound nuclei in 
universe

85. Little devil
88. Yankee lawyer 

club

BILL&RICH SONES 
STRANGE BUT TRUE 

  Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together the 
brothers  bring you “Strange But 
True.” Send  STRANGE questions to 
sbtcolumn@gmail.com

American Cousin” at Ford’s 
Theater.  Being an actor, 
Booth knew the line in the 
play that elicited the loudest 
laughter, and he fired his gun 
“at that precise moment to 
muffle the loud noise of his 
shot with the guffaws from 
the audience.

Q.  Does it take more mus-
cles to frown or to smile?

A.  To smile.  It takes at least 
three pairs of muscles to 
pull the lips into a frown, 
but it takes a minimum of 
five pairs to pull the lips 
into a smile, reports “How 
It Works: Book of Amazing 
Science.”  The face contains 
43 muscles, attached to bone 
or sheets of tissue and, “un-

like any other muscles in the 
body, they join directly to the 
skin at the other end.”

     
Q.  Calling all math whiz-
zes:  What do the Collatz 
Conjecture and the Mov-
ing Sofa Problem have in 
common?

A.  They are both classic 
problems in mathematics 
that are easy to state and 

understand but have so far 
eluded proof.  The Collatz 
Conjecture goes like this: 
“Start with any positive inte-
ger.  If it is even, divide it by 
2. If it is odd, multiply it by 3, 
then add 1.  Take the result 
and continue the process 
over and over.  Eventually 
you will reach the number 1.”  
First proposed in 1937, it has 
been computer-verified up 
to very large numbers. Yet, 
despite efforts by the world’s 
best mathematicians, no air-
tight proof has been found.

 The Moving Sofa Prob-
lem, dating from 1966, was 
inspired by the challenges of 
moving furniture:  “What is 
the largest-area shape that 
can be maneuvered around 
a right-angle (L-shaped) 

corner in a corridor of a giv-
en width.”  No tilting of the 
sofa is allowed.  Think of the 
problem in terms of a floor 
plan on a flat sheet of paper. 
The largest-area solution 
currently known is for the 
sofa to have a shape (viewed 
from above) reminiscent of 
an old-fashioned telephone 
handset.  This solution yields 
an area of 2.2195 square 
meters for a corridor 1 meter 
wide.  The largest possible 
area has been dubbed the 
“sofa constant,” falling be-
tween 2.2195 and 2.37. Its ex-
act value remains unknown. 

The Observer Crossword looks to challenge you and get your brain firing on all synapes. This crossword is only 
published in The Observer handcrafted exclusively for our audience. Happy word-smithing!

OBSERVER SODOKU

HOW TO PLAY: Fill in the grid so that every row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once. Each 3x3 box is 
outlined with a darker line. Numbers are preplaced to get you started. 
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3710 Nafziger Road South, Wellesley | 519.656.3150

Sunday 12–5pm
Monday to Thursday 9am–5pm

Friday 9am–8pm
Saturday 9am–4pm

CLOSING MAY 25, 2019

Village Flowers & Gifts

We sincerely appreciate all your support &
friendship in our 30 years in business...

Blessing to all.
Cal & Marianne Shantz

BLOWOUT
CLOSING SALE

~Up to 70% off~
March 3rd to 9th 

TRAVEL ABROAD WITH THE OBSERVER

Names: Ciel, Natalie, Todd, Angie, Peter, Sharon en-
joying the sun and beaches.

Location: Punta Cana, Dominican Republic

Reason for travel: Pleasure

Date: February, 2019

Interesting Facts: The Dominican Republic is the 
most visited destination in the Caribbean. The year-
round golf courses are major attractions. A geograph-
ically diverse nation, the Dominican Republic is home 
to both the Caribbean's tallest mountain peak, Pico 
Duarte, and the Caribbean's largest lake and point of 
lowest elevation, Lake Enriquillo. (via Wikipedia)

Incredible performance meets extraordinary comfort 
in Kubota’s SSV Series. The Kubota Tier IV Diesel 
engine is easy-to-maintain and provides plenty of 
power to move large square or round bales with ease. 
Features like new side lights expand your visibility, 
and the roll up door and wide operator area help you 
stay alert and  more productive. Finally getting the job 
done right also means getting it done easily.

PERFORMANCE AND 
COMFORT ALL ROLLED 
INTO ONE.

kubota.ca  |  kubota.ca  |  

UNBEATABLE

DEALS

+ADDITIONAL
SAVINGS FROM

O N E  D AY  O N LY !

0519 Wellington Road 7, Elora  |  519.846.5388
1.800.661.7006  |  www.deboersequipment.com    

*For base model SSV65P canopy with std bucket only. No other attachments or options 
included in this price. $35,950 cash price only, regular rate Kubota financing available 
OAC. Limited quantities. 

SSV65P
CANOPY MODELS

STARTING AT

$35,950 *

Please check to make sure 
that the information is 

correct. Mark any errors on 
this copy and email or fax 

back to (519) 843-7607
or call (519) 843-5410
by TUESDAY NOON.

IF WE DO NOT HEAR 
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WILL BE PRINTED 
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Our deadline for 
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TUESDAY AT NOON.
Please feel free to call 
us to discuss your ad.

Ads are designed for our 
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We do not charge for 
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your ad for social media a 
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will apply.

Please sign your APPROVAL

The
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PLEASE
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applies to any ads 
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Jacqueline Furfaro
Production Dept.
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FARM | INDUSTRIAL | RECREATIONAL | HOME

SERVING YOU SINCE 
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0519 Wellington Road 7, Elora  |  519.846.5388
1.800.661.7006  |  www.deboersequipment.com    

*For base model SSV65P canopy with std bucket only. No other attachments or options 
included in this price. $35,950 cash price only, regular rate Kubota financing available 
OAC. Limited quantities. 

Incredible performance meets extraordinary comfort 
in Kubota’s SSV Series. The Kubota Tier IV Diesel 
engine is easy-to-maintain and provides plenty of 
power to move large square or round bales with ease. 
Features like new side lights expand your visibility, 
and the roll up door and wide operator area help you 
stay alert and  more productive. Finally getting the job 
done right also means getting it done easily.

PERFORMANCE AND 
COMFORT ALL ROLLED 
INTO ONE.

kubota.ca  kubota.ca  kubota.ca  |||
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Local Vocals looking to the 
public to expand their ranks 
ahead of Elmira concert

BY VERONICA REINER 
vreiner@woolwichobserver.com

Organizers of an upcoming 
concert in Elmira aren’t 
just looking for audience 
members, they’re asking 
community members to 
add their voices to the 
chorus.

The Local Vocals choral 
group start rehearsing 
March 19 for a May perfor-
mance, turning to the pub-
lic to recruit new mem-
bers. After all, their man-
date is to foster a sense of 
community through the 
fun of getting out to sing 
with others.

“It's about building 
community more than 
it is about putting on a 
high-level performance," 
said first-time choral 
director Tony Domzella. 

“Being part of the choir is 
quite an amazing experi-
ence, and it's one that's a 
lot of fun whether you're 
an experienced singer or 
not.”

Along with the Breslau, 
Bloomingdale and Mary-
hill Concert Band, the Lo-
cal Vocals will be perform-
ing on May 10 at Trinity 
United Church in Elmira, 
followed by a community 
dining experience. The 
event is part of Woolwich 
Healthy Communities 
Month. 

The group covers a va-
riety of music, including 
traditional choir pieces, 
world music, pop songs, 
and theatre songs. It was 
started four years ago by 
the Woolwich Healthy 
Communities volunteer 
group.

“The catalyst for the 
Local Vocals was a book 
written by a Harvard pro-
fessor, Robert Putman," 
explained Nancy Stayzer, 
the pianist who started 
the group. "He suggests 
that if you want to build 
civil societies create choral 
groups because people 
don’t have to have a par-
ticular income to join, it is 
a great way to get to know 
your community, to build 
relationships and it’s fun.”

Although the focus is 
on connection and fun, 
prospective singers will 
get the chance to develop 
their vocal range through 
the rehearsals, no matter 
their starting point.

Anyone interested in 
signing up with the group 
can email Stayzer at nan-
cystayzer@gmail.com.
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MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM
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THIS WEEKS
 DEALS!

IN STOCK

$167
/ LIN FT

$157
/ LIN FT67¢

/ LIN FT
67

/ LIN FT
67

7/83     ” 5¼” 5½” 

MDF PRIMED WHITE 
BASEBOARDS

IN STOCK

SLATE
LEDGESTONE

$397
REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

from per sq ft

WOW! HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

RUSTIC MAPLE
SPC CLICK VINYL

$199
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

from per sq ft

4.5MM THICK!

IN STOCK

ENGINEERED CLICK
HARDWOOD

$299
REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99REG 5.99

from per sq ft

HANDSCRAPED!

IN STOCK

12MM THICK
LAMINATE

$147
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

RANDOM LENGTHS

IN STOCK

6MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$177
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

FEB 28 - MAR 3 4 DAYS ONLY!
THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 9-6 10-5

IN STOCK

PATTERNED 
TILES NEW!

$297
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from per sq ft

FLOOR OR WALL

ALL 
BACKSPLASH

NO 
TAX
OVER 200 STYLES

IN STOCK! 

 Special thanks to:

“The program itself has 
been in place for decades. 
It’s just now we need more, 
we need to refresh our ros-
ter of landlords engaged 
in the program, and raise 
some awareness. Our com-
munity is growing, and 
with it our need for afford-
able housing.”

While the program may 
be helpful, it could also 
face some challenges in the 
future.

“The rent supplement 
program can be helpful in 
maybe helping to bridge 
the gap for somebody who 
is not able to pay at the 
higher rate, and you can’t 
build new units quickly 

Annual household income limits

Unit Type
Housing in 
Wellesley 
& Wilmot 
Township

Housing in Kitchener, 
Waterloo, Cambridge,
North Dumfries and 
Woolwich Townships

Bachelor $24,500 $27,000

1 Bedroom $31,000 $34,000

2 Bedroom $38,000 $41,500

3 Bedroom $43,500 $51,000

4+ Bedroom $54,000 $71,000

 �HOUSING: Some market solutions to meeting the 
growing need for affordable rental options

FROM 11

enough,” said Driedger. “So 
it helps to bridge that, but 
the challenge with that is it 
becomes an ongoing pro-
gram cost.”

The Region is in the mar-
ket rental units that range 
from $832 for a bachelor 

apartment and $1,036 for a 
one-bedroom apartment, 
to $1,459 for a unit that has 
three or more bedrooms. 
Landlords who are interest-
ed in the program can call 
519-575-4005 or email  
jmurdoch@regionofwaterloo.ca.

  

The Region of Waterloo is offering incentives to encourage more affordable housing options for renters. 
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