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When the Ford 
government took a knife 
to Toronto council last 
year, slashing in half the 
number of municipal seats 
just prior to the election, 
municipalities the province 
over were left with the 
vague caution that they, 
too, could be next. Smaller 
governments signalled 
less representation, which 
for the townships raised 
the prospects of another 
amalgamation drive.

With Waterloo Region 
now included in the 
province’s ambitiously 
timed review – which will 
see 82 upper- and lower-
tier governments across 
Ontario be examined in 
just five months – local 
politicians worry about a 
one-size-fits-all approach.

“In principle, it never 

Township 
mayors fear 
prospect of 
amalgamation
Ford’s Tories provide little info, target 
ambitious timeline for taking stock 
of regional government in review

MUNICIPALITIES / PROVINCIAL TINKERING

FAISAL ALI hurts to take a look at how 
you’re working together, 
and how you’re operating 
and where you can do bet-
ter,” said Woolwich Mayor 
Sandy Shantz. “I guess my 
concern, if you want, the 
flipside of it is that there’s 
not a foregone conclusion 
as to what the answer is. 
Or an expectation, that the 
answer will be the same in 
every municipality.”

Two special advisors will 
be heading up the prov-
ince’s review, including 
Ken Seiling, previous chair 
of the Region of Waterloo 
for the past 33 years and a 
former Woolwich mayor. 
Seiling, a resident of El-
mira, will be joined in the 
advisory role by Michael 
Fenn, a former provincial 
deputy minister and mu-
nicipal chief administrator 

WEATHER, COLLISION SNARL TRAFFIC NEAR ROUNDABOUT

Traffic was backed up both ways along Arthur Street 
during the poor weather Wednesday morning 
following a collision just north of the Sawmill Road 
roundabout. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Flush with cash or not, 
Woolwich residents will 
be paying more every time 
they push down the lever 
in the bathroom, as the 
township is hiking waste-
water rates by 6.1 per cent 
this year.

Refilling the tank will 

Woolwich residents face another big 
hit for water and wastewater usage

STEVE KANNON also cost more, though the 
water rates are increasing 
by a much smaller 0.5 per 
cent.

In approving the bud-
gets for water and waste-
water at a meeting last 
week, councillors backed 
a plan to boost the water 
rate slightly to $1.73 per 
cubic metre from $1.72, a 

0.51 per cent increase even 
though the region has in-
creased its bulk water rate 
by 2.9 per cent.

The rate adjustment will 
$2.04 per year or $0.34 per 
bimonthly billing period 
to the average user’s bill, 
based on 204 cubic meters 
annually.

That comes after a 0.85 

per cent increase in 2018.
Wastewater charges are 

on the rise by 6.12 per cent, 
to $2.85 per cubic meter 
from $2.69, reflecting a 
regional price increase of 
6.9 per cent, director of 
finance Richard Petherick 
told councillors. Last year, 
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When it comes time 
to repair or rebuild infra-
structure such as roads and 
bridges, the real costs may 
not actually be as expected, 
so there are contingen-
cies built into Woolwich’s 
budgets. The downside is 
that the budgets, and the 
tax increases that support 
them, may be higher than 
needs be. 

Councillors wrestled 
with the issue during a spe-
cial budget session January 
17 that looked specifically 
at the budget for the engi-
neering and planning ser-
vices department. 

For Coun. Patrick Mer-
lihan, the contingencies 
built into many of the de-
partment’s line items ap-
pear to be redundant given 
that the township main-
tains contingency reserves. 
He argued the contingen-
cies built into the budget 
often go unused, but then 
raise the baseline in sub-
sequent budgets, year over 
year.

“We should try to budget 
what we need,” he said.

Councillors question the 
need for wiggle room in 
Woolwich’s EPS budget

STEVE KANNON His concerns were 
echoed by Coun. Scott Mc-
Millan.

“Can we have a conversa-
tion about the merits of the 
double contingency?” he 
asked, noting there’s easily 
a two per cent difference 
across the budget.

But staff argued that wig-
gle room is needed to deal 
with variables that come up 
between budget forecasts 
and the tendering of jobs, 
for instance, along with the 
likes of problems uncovered 
once work has begun.

“There needs to be some 
recognition that things 
happen,” said director of 
finance Richard Petherick. 

Jarred Puppe, acting direc-
tor of engineering, said cut-
ting too much of the wiggle 
room could lead to sudden 
increases down the line.

For 2019, engineering 
and planning services 
has a projected operating 
budget of $5,148,464, up 
1.2 per cent from last year’s 
budgeted amount. Along 
with administrative costs 
such as staff salaries, the 

BUDGET | 4

HEATING THINGS UP ON A COLD WINTER’S NIGHT

Sporting their finest kilts and checkered dresses last Saturday, people came out to enjoy a night of traditional folk music and dance at the fourth annual Wellesley Lions Ceilidh. Outside, 
the weather might have been miserable, but that did little to temper the mood at the festivities, held at the Wellesley community centre. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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Kitchener-Conestoga 
MP Harold Albrecht 
is back to work after 
recovering from a stroke 
earlier in the month.

Albrecht, 69, was on a 
trip with his wife in Mexico 
when he felt the symptoms 
of a stroke coming on.

“I was on vacation and 
had sudden dizziness and 
numbness in my leg, and 
a number of other signs of 
a stroke,” said Albrecht. 
“Then I was treated at the 
place we were staying, 
and then was able to travel 

Harold Albrecht back to MP’s duties after suffering a minor stroke
VERONICA REINER home for treatment at the 

Grand River Hospital and 
the stroke unit there for 
three days.”

The incident occurred 
on January 7, forcing him 
to cut the trip short and 
head home, where he was 
eventually released from 
the hospital on January 11. 

Albrecht is taking the 
time to recover, meaning 
a reduced work schedule. 
Despite this, he said he is 
feeling much better.

“Oh, 98 per cent,” said 
Albrecht, of his current 
condition. “I’m at the office 
[Monday]. I’m obviously on 

a much-reduced schedule. 
The biggest ongoing 
lingering factor is fatigue, 
and I think that’s pretty 
common among people 
that have had a stroke.

“I can sleep up to 15 
hours a day, and I have no 
problem with sleeping. So 
that’s very unusual for me. 
Otherwise, my walking 
is absolutely normal, my 
speech is normal. The 
fatigue is the big factor that 
I’ve got to watch.”

Strokes can vary widely 
in severity. In Albrecht’s 
case, luckily the incident 
was minor and was treated 

quickly. The most rapid 
recovery time occurs 
during the first three to 
four months, although 
some stroke survivors 
continue to recover one to 
two years post-incident. 

Albrecht was advised to 
not return to Ottawa until 
around February 19, just 
after Family Day. But in 
the meantime, he is doing 
work in his Kitchener 
office.

“I am continuing on,” 
said Albrecht. “I just 
had a meeting in my 
office with stakeholders, 
and I’m doing lots of 

correspondence and emails 
and that sort of thing.

“But I’m trying to limit 
it to a couple of hours a 
day until I can have my 
full energy back – until the 
doctor gives me the total 
green light, as well. I don’t 

want to jeopardize the 
progress that everybody 
made.”

Albrecht said he was 
pleasantly overwhelmed by 
the community response.

“It’s been an interesting 
journey,” said Albrecht. “I 
can’t say enough for the 
good care I’ve had – first 
of all from my wife, but 
the doctor in Mexico, and 
the staff here at Grand 
River Hospital as well. 
Incredible. I’m very, very 
grateful. Make sure to 
thank my constituents for 
their outpouring of care – 
it’s been overwhelming.”

Kitchener-Conestoga MP Harold Albrecht

St. Jacobs PS was the 
highest-ranked of the area’s 
school in the latest report 
card released this week by 
the Fraser Institute. 

With an overall score of 
7.9 out of 10, St. Jacobs PS 
ranked 334 out of 3,046 
schools graded in Ontario.

The test takes nine 
academic-based factors 
into account to calculate 
the final score, including 
the reading, writing, and 
math exam results of the 
Education Quality and 
Accountability Office 
(EQAO). With the average 
value being 6 out of 10, St. 
Jacobs PS has consistently 
performed well – 8.0 in 
2017, and 7.1 in 2016. In 
particular, the school’s 
reading ability is strong in 
both Grade 3 and 6. 

“The report card is a 
valuable tool for parents 
and educators because 
it allows them to easily 
identify successful schools 
across the province – 
serving similar students 
and communities – that 
can serve as an example to 
follow,” said Peter Cowley, 
a senior fellow with the 
Fraser Institute’s School 
Performance Studies in a 
statement.

The report ranks more 
than 3,000 Anglophone 
and Francophone public 
and Catholic schools, as 
well as a small number of 
independent schools. Other 
local elementary schools 
that performed well 
include Conestogo PS at 
7.5, St. Clement at 7.2, and 

St. Jacobs PS gets 
top grades in list of 
township schools
Annual Fraser Institute report card 
grades school a 7.9 out of 10

VERONICA REINER

EDUCATION / BY THE NUMBERS

Wellesley PS at 7.1.
However, the report 

card has been met with 
controversy over the 
years since it first started 
in 2003. Critics say that 
the results do not take 
many other variables into 
account, including family 
income and students with 
learning disabilities. It 
also does not measure 
any student athletic or art 
scores, exclusively focusing 
on reading, writing, and 
math. 

Staff at the Fraser 
Institute maintained that it 
is meant to be used more as 
a motivating tool.

“All too often, principals 
and teachers try to excuse 
a school’s poor overall 
performance by blaming 
the characteristics 
of its students or the 
communities they serve, 
but the report card shows 
that any school, no matter 
where it’s located or what 
challenges its students 
face, can succeed,” Cowley 
said.

The latest release from 
the right-wing think tank 
covers elementary schools, 
with a report on secondary 
schools to come at a later 
date. EDSS performs very 
well on this test, scoring 8.5 
last year. 

The results are relative. 
For example, a perfect 10 
does not mean a school 
scored 100 per cent on the 
EQAO. Instead, it would 
show that a school per-
formed comparatively 
better than other schools. 

RANKINGS | 28

The fate of an old house 
adjacent to the Home Hard-
ware head office in St. Jacobs 
is sealed following a heritage 
review that clears the way for 
demolition plans.

Woolwich had placed the 
request on hold pending an 
investigation into the his-
torical value of the century-
home at 39 Henry St.

“We have worked with 
heritage consultants who 
have determined that it is not 
listed as a heritage property 
of interest nor is it a heritage-
designated property,” Home 
Hardware spokesperson Jes-
sica Kueper said Wednesday. 
“Due to the lack of safety 
structurally to the building, 
we believe it is the wisest 
decision to remove the build-
ing.”

The home was built in 1917. 
A Mr. Sauder lived there for 
40 years, and more recently, 
Earl Feick, who made use of 

VERONICA REINER

Heritage review seals fate of old 
home slated for demolition
The house and its five-acre property are adjacent to the Henry Street 
headquarters of Home Hardware, which now owns the site

it as the original farmhouse 
on the five-acre property. It 
was eventually sold to Home 
Hardware, with the company 
noting significant damage 
on the inside of the structure, 
which has not been used 
since 2008.

The company’s health and 
safety committee advised ex-
tensive renovations, and the 
installation of fire escapes in 
order to make the structure 
usable again, and Home 
Hardware decided the build-
ing was not worth the cost. 
That in turn lead to plans 
for demolishing the house, 
which raised some red flags 
at the township.

“When we received that 
demolition permit, we im-
mediately had some con-
cerns,” said Dan Kennaley, 
Woolwich’s director of engi-
neering and planning servic-
es. “Because we’ve seen the 
building, at least at a quick 
glance, would have some 
heritage significance.”

Despite the outward ap-
pearance, the home does 
not have historical value. A 
past owner conducted major 
renovations within the home 
in the 1980’s, so any internal 
structures such as mould-
ing that were original to the 
1917 structure were removed 
in the process before Home 
Hardware obtained posses-
sion of the property in 2001.

“It came with the building 
purchase, and that point was 
determined that it was un-
safe,” said Kuepfer. “But it’s 
just such a beautiful property 
that we’ve maintained – at 
least the outside, for the time 
being. We made sure that the 
lawns were manicured and 
that it looked beautiful, but 
Home Hardware has never 
used it as a property.

“Unfortunately, the ex-
terior of the building is a 
bit misleading – it does not 
reflect the structural damage 
inside.”

Although the building is 

being heated, the roof has 
leaked and caused damaged 
to all three floors, the foun-
dation is crumbling, and the 
basement is showing signs of 
age. The inside of the house, 
as well as the porch, appears 
to have been refurbished at 
some point; the exact extent 
of the damage is unknown.

 The property itself is five 
acres, and the garden ap-
proximately one-acre. Home 
Hardware representatives 
were also concerned with 
potential rodent problems 
and continued maintenance 
costs. 

“While Home Hardware 
ensures that the exterior is 
kept as visually appealing as 
possible, there is no hydro 
or water in the house,” said 
Kuepfer. “We have definitely 
looked at different ways to 
use it in the past, but because 
it’s not space for public use, 
we are currently not using it 

Home Hardware intends to demolish the century home on 39 Henry St. following a heritage evaluation of the St. Jacobs property. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

HERITAGE | 4



4 | NEWS THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 2019

February – 20% off

519-669-8117
Toll free 1-877-496-8117
384 Arthur St S., Elmira, N3B 2P4

www.crossroadsrestaurant.ca

Receive a 20% discount 
off your entire bill

Offer valid February 1 through February 28, 2019 
excluding Valentine’s Day and Family Day

One coupon per bill - 
Valid for Dine-in food and beverages only

Not valid with any other discounts,
group rates or special pricing

FOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CALL

COUPON

A Taste Of Home

When You’re Not!

Cooked BBQ 
Chickens

Store Made Grab & Go

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from January 28th - February 2nd

$2.99 REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb.

Store Made Reg. or Jumbo 
Award-Winning 

Smoked  
Pork Chops

Pork Loin  
Roast

REG. PRICE
$5.49 /lb.

$4.99

$8.99
3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$2.99

Cabbage  
Rolls Tray

Heat and Serve (16 pc)

REG. PRICE
$4.99 /lb.

$4.49

REG. PRICE
$5.99 /lb.

$4.99

Cabbage
Rolls

Store Made BonelessFresh Boneless

Heat and Serve (4/pkg)

Beef & Pork 
Weiners

REG. PRICE
$11.99 ea.

REG. PRICE
$4.19 /lb.

the rate increased 7.61 per 
cent. The rate hike will 
add about $32.64 a year 
– $5.44 per bimonthly bill-
ing period.

The increases are largely 
a reflection in price hikes 
from the Region of Wa-
terloo, which supplies the 
township with water and 
runs the sewage treatment 
plant, said director of fi-
nance Richard Petherick.

Bulk water rates account 
for 69 per cent of Wool-
wich’s costs, while the re-
gion’s portion accounts for 
77 per cent of the wastewa-
ter budget. Adjustments to 
the township-controlled 
parts of the budget mean 
the increases passed onto 
customers is lower than 
the regional hikes, he 
noted.

“We’re not just passing 
on regional increases. We 
don’t do that.”

The region has been 
steadily boosting prices for 
years, often at many times 
the rate of inflation. Such 
increases have been the 
norm in recent years, as 
the region implements the 
user-pay, full-cost-recov-
ery model for its water and 
wastewater systems, as 
mandated by the province.

Water hikes are predict-
ed to be about 2.9 per cent 
a year from 2020 to 2027. 
On the wastewater side, 
the region expects to hit 
customers with a 4.9 per 
cent increase next year, 
and 3.9 per cent annually 
between through 2027.

Residents can also 
expect an extra ding on 
their bills as the township 
replaces aging water me-
ters. Along with allowing 
for remote reading of the 
meters, the new units are 
expected to be more ac-
curate in measuring water 
usage.

FEB 12-13thFEB 12-13th
2 DAYS ONLY2 DAYS ONLY
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for any purposes.”
The Township of Wool-

wich has no particular need 
for the building either, ac-
cording to Kennaley.

“We’re always concerned 
about asset management 
and acquiring new assets 
that are going to be a finan-
cial drain on the munici-
pality,” said Kennaley. “Of 
course, Home Hardware is 
concerned about the build-
ing being a drain on their fi-

FROM | COVER

SERVICES: Water and sewer 
rates to continue rising
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HERITAGE: A pause to reflect 
before moving to demolition

nancial resources. We [were] 
exploring other possible 
opportunities like severing it 
and selling it to a third party.”

Other alternative ideas 
included selling the home to 
the highest bidder, consid-
ered for a high-tech incuba-
tor business location, or sold 
to a local Mennonite family 
to purchase for their extend-
ed family, or another adap-
tive reuse of the dwelling.

The timeline for the de-
molition has yet to be deter-
mined. 

budget includes the likes of 
road maintenance – from 
plowing and grading to 
pavement repairs – and 
building inspections. 

For instance, the town-
ship plans to spend 
$575,000 on maintenance 
of its asphalt roads, a bud-
get that encompasses the 
likes of patching, crack 
sealing and line marking. It 
also includes a road needs 
study that provides an 
update on the state of the 
roads and helps set future 
priorities for repairs and 
reconstructions. 

In discussing the study, 
councillors got an immedi-
ate look at where wiggle 
room is needed, as Puppe 
said the $40,000 in the 
budget was likely too low, 
requesting an additional 
$10,000 be added by find-
ing the funds elsewhere in 
the department, pushing 
back against suggestions 
the study could be set aside 
or postponed.

“It’s a fairly inexpensive 
study for the importance 
we place on it,” he said.

Coun. Murray Martin 
suggested just increasing 
the budget to make up the 
difference rather than cut 

elsewhere.
“An extra $10,000 will 

not impact the taxpayer by 
very much.”

Martin also suggested 
the township look at con-
verting more of its gravel 
roads to tar-and-chip or 
even asphalt. 

“It’s a fantastic idea, 
but it ultimately comes 
down to dollars and 
cents,” Puppe responded, 
wondering where the 
money would come from 
given the existing infra-
structure deficit.

One place Woolwich has 
found some money is in 
reducing its energy bills 

for street lights thanks to 
converting to LED lighting. 
From $237,000 in electric-
ity costs in 2016 and then 
a drop to $131,000 the fol-
lowing year, the township 
is now budgeting $100,000 
for 2019.

“It’s a good news story,” 
said Puppe, noting all of 
the regular street lights 
have been converted to 
LED, with decorative light-
ing next on the list.

Councillors meet again 
tonight (Thursday) to dis-
cuss the recreation and 
facilities services depart-
ment and capital spending 
for 2019.

FROM | 2

BUDGET: Councillors shine a light on padding in the numbers

FIRE DAMAGES BRESLAU HOME

One person was sent to hospital 
after a structure fire broke out at 
a Breslau home on Jan. 22. Flames 
were spotted appearing from the 
Woolwich Street South property, 
but were promptly put out by first-
responders to the scene. Damage 
has been estimated at $50,000. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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POLICE BLOTTER

Regional police form new 
partnership in new format 
for reporting area collisions
The Waterloo 
Regional Police 
Service has partnered with 
Waterloo Region Accident 
Support Services Ltd. to 
enhance services following 
vehicular collisions.

The current system 
sees motorists call police 
when they are involved 
in a collision, which often 
results in an officer being 
dispatched to the scene to 
investigate, take a report 
and conduct traffic control. 

Under the new 
partnership, motorists 
involved in collisions will 
continue to call police. 
A determination will be 
made, depending on the 
severity of the collision, 
injuries and suspicious 
circumstances, if the 
collision requires an officer 
to be dispatched, or if the 
driver will be directed to 
proceed to the Collision 
Reporting Centre. Officers 
may still attend collision 
scenes to conduct traffic 
control and investigate 
when necessary, police said 
in a release announcing 
the arrangement gets 
underway this week.

“The partnership with 
Waterloo Region Accident 

Support Services will 
result in increased time 
for officers to address 
other priority calls for 
service,” said Inspector 
Sharon Havill. “This 
will also allow officers 
to focus on improved 
crime prevention and 
enforcement within 
Waterloo Region and will 
reduce wait times for those 
involved in collisions.”

The Collision Reporting 
Centre is located at 
150 Maple Grove Rd., 
Kitchener, and will be 
staffed by trained members 
of Waterloo Region 
Accident Support Services. 
Motorists can drive 
themselves to the centre 
or can have their vehicle 
towed. At the centre, they 
can fill out a report and 
have their vehicle damage 
photographed before it’s 
removed. An additional 
reporting site will be 
available at the Waterloo 
Regional Police Service’s 
North Division, located 
at 45 Columbia St. E. in 
Waterloo, in March.

In 2018, Waterloo 
Regional Police responded 
to 13,646 calls for reported 
collisions.

DRIVER CHARGED FOLLOWING COLLISION IN ELMIRA

A black Volkswagen collided with an orange Jeep just outside of EDSS at the Second Street and Snyder Avenue intersection on Monday. The driver of the black Volkswagen was charged with 
‘failing to stop at the stop sign’ and the Jeep driver was transported to the hospital with minor injuries. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Hold and secure 
at Riverside PS

There was a hold-and-secure issued 
at Elmira’s Riverside PS on January 18, a 
response initiated when there is a threat 
or incident within the vicinity, but not 
directly on the school grounds. 

“Someone reported seeing a male 
acting suspiciously in the area and 
officers responded,” said André 

Johnson, public information officer with 
the Waterloo Regional Police in an email 
to the Observer. “The area was searched 
and officers did not locate any suspi-
cious individuals. The hold and secure 
was issued as a safety precaution.”

A hold and secure differs from a 
lockdown in that school life continues 
as normal, but all outer doors are 
locked and no one is permitted to enter 
or leave the building. The WRPS is 
responsible for issuing these responses.

“The police direct our schools into 
a hold and secure – usually if there’s 
something in the area,” explained 
Lyndsey Slupeiks, communications 
officer at the Waterloo Region District 
School Board. 

Keepin’ it safe on 
the snow

In the midst of Snowmobile Safety 
Week, which runs through January 27, 

officials note that riding on unsafe ice 
remains a big factor in the death of 
snowmobilers. 

Three of this season’s six snowmobil-
ers who died in Ontario were travelling 
on unsafe ice. Two of the snowmobil-
ers went through the ice. In the third 
ice-related incident, the snowmobiler 
drove into open water. Speed, driving 
too fast for the conditions and alcohol/
drugs were factors in the other three 
fatal incidents, reports the OPP.

During the 2017/2018 season, three of 
the 14 snowmobilers who died were 
also travelling on unsafe ice when they 
drove into open water. Alcohol/drugs 
were linked to six of last season’s 
fatalities and speed played a role in 
five of the deaths. 

In an effort to enhance snowmobile 
safety, police are taking to the skies 
with unmanned aerial systems (UAS). 
Drone support helps with search-
and-rescue  efforts and detecting 

dangerous snowmobile operation, 
police maintain, adding it helps them  
reach locations that are inaccessible by 
other means.

“The use of OPP aviation and UAS 
support demonstrates our latest efforts 
to keep snowmobile communities 
safe. We need all snowmobilers to 
understand that regardless of where 
they are riding, the only safe ride 
is a risk-free ride,” said OPP deputy 
commissioner Brad Blair in a release.

J A N U A R Y  1 5

3:14 PM | A 59-year-old Elmira 
man was driving a black Mercedes 
west on Line 86 near Northfield 

struck from behind by a blue Nissan 
driven by an 83-year-old Waterloo 
man.   No injuries reported and 
the Nissan was towed from the 
scene.  The driver of the Nissan was 
charged with ‘following too close.’

J A N U A R Y  1 9 

6:42 PM  | A 69-year-old 
man from Goderich was driving a 
white Dodge Ram pickup truck east 
on Sawmill Road near Weberlyn 
Crescent in Conestogo when he 

struck a snow-covered median, 
lost control and slid into the south-
side ditch.  Woolwich firefighters 
responded to assist removing 
the driver from the vehicle due 
to the damage sustained. He 
was transported to hospital by 
ambulance with minor injuries, 
and the vehicle was towed from the 
scene. No charges were laid. 

J A N U A R Y  2 1

1:50 PM | A 56-year-old 
Southampton man driving a black 

Volkswagen east on Second Street 
in Elmira failed to stop for a stop 
sign at Snyder Avenue and was 
struck by an orange Jeep being 
driven by a 39-year-old woman 
from Breslau. The woman was 
transported to hospital with 
minor injuries.  A parking sign was 
knocked over as a result of the 
collision, and both vehicles were 
towed from the scene. The driver of 
the Volkswagen was charged with 
‘failing to stop at the stop sign.’

in Hamilton and Burling-
ton.

The pair will be tasked 
with meeting government 
heads and stakeholders 
from the 73 sub-municipal-
ities and nine upper-tier 
governments included in 
the review, including Hal-
ton, Durham, Peel, York 
and Simco.

“There’s a lot of moving 
parts to this. It’s not just a 
simple issue to deal with,” 
said Wellesley Mayor Joe 
Nowak. “I think, one of the 
first things I would say to 
Ken [Seiling and Michael 
Fenn] is that in my opinion, 

the two-tier system is work-
ing and working very well 
in Waterloo Region.”

The advisory committee 
will have until the summer 
to find answers to some 
tough questions posed by 
the province, including 
“Are two-tier structures 
appropriate for all of these 
municipalities?” and, 
“Does the existing model 
support the capacity of the 
municipalities to make de-
cisions efficiently?”

The broad scope of 
the review, coupled 
with the truncated 
timelines, has the local 
politicians questioning 
the effectiveness of 

the whole process, as 
well as the province’s 
intentions. The review 
hadn’t been given nearly 
enough time to properly 
solicit the opinions of 
communities and come up 
with solutions, suggested 
Shantz.

“No. I mean, if he was 
only doing Waterloo 
Region, maybe,” said 
Shantz. “But they’re not. 
They’re looking across the 
province. So by the end of 
June – it’s the end January 
now – that’s five months. 
That’s not very much time 
for people to pull together 
and try to come up with 
some kind of modelling 

that would really be well 
thought out.”

While Ford sought no 
public input in Toronto 
when he redrew the 
city’s wards last year, 
both mayors expressed 
hope that the province 
would take the advice of 
municipalities this time 
around.

“We’re getting mixed 
messages,” said Nowak. 
“I think the government 
owes it to us to provide a 
little more clarity on what 
sort of direction they want 
to take. Just recently, 
Bill 66, section 10, that 
would actually give the 
municipality of Wellesley 

Township more authority 
to overwrite some of the 
planning regulations.

“So on one hand we 
would be given more au-
thority on those issues, 
on the other hand in a 
municipal review, in an 
amalgamated community, 
we would be getting less 
authority. To me, I’m very 
unclear what they’re try-
ing to prove.”

“My optimistic side 
would say that they should 
listen to all the voices,” said 
Shantz. “So the council 
voices and the community 
voices. I guess my optimis-
tic side would like to be-
lieve they would do that.”

Ultimately, however, the 
final decision of the review 
rests with the province, 
which has the ultimate au-
thority over its municipal 
charges.

“Whether it goes in this 
direction or not I’m not 
sure, but my concern is the 
erosion of our residents 
ability to access local 
government, to engage in 
some of the local decision 
making and the whole 
principle of democracy,” 
said Nowak. “In an amal-
gamated municipality, 
that would be for us, for 
Wellesley Township, I think 
that would be severely re-
stricted.”

AMALGAMATION: Local representatives have no interest in a single-tier system
FROM | COVER

Drive, east of Elmira. Traffic had 
stopped in the westbound lane of 
Line 86 and the driver, unable to 
stop, drove onto the shoulder of 

the roadway, lost control and struck 
a tree.   No injuries were reported 
and the vehicle was towed from the 
scene.  The driver was charged with 
‘making an unsafe move.’

J A N U R Y  1 6

3:21 PM | A white Ford was 
being driven southbound by a 
56-year-old Fergus man on King 
Street near the railroad tracks in 
St. Jacobs when the driver stopped 
behind a bus that was stopped at 
the crossing. The vehicle was then 
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THE PROVINCE’S REVIEW OF regional gov-
ernments stems from Doug Ford’s attempt to 
interfere with former PC leader Patrick Brown’s 
political comeback. 

Along with payback to his former Toronto council col-
leagues – cutting their numbers in half just prior to munici-
pal vote – Ford also blocked elections in Peel Region where, 
just coincidentally, Brown was running for the chair’s posi-
tion. (He was eventually elected mayor of Brampton.)

As cover for that move, the Conservatives have launched 
a review of the regional governments and their lower-tier 
municipalities. That immediately raised the specter of amal-
gamation, a big issue under the former PC administration. 
That former Waterloo Region chair Ken Seiling, an advocate 
for the single-tier structure, was brought into the process 
does perhaps not bode well.

Of course, Seiling should be very much aware of the perils 
of amalgamation, particularly to the autonomy and demo-
cratic voice of smaller municipalities like Woolwich, where 
he lives and used to be mayor, and Wellesley townships.

More pragmatically, he and everyone else involved in the 
review should know that amalgamation does not work. It 
doesn’t deliver on the buzzwords used to justify it, cost sav-
ings, efficiency and smaller government among them. In 
fact, the opposite is generally true in the cases of amalgama-
tion compelled by the Mike Harris Tories in places such as 
Hamilton and Brant. 

Removing direct local representation for a gamble on re-
duced costs hasn’t paid off, and never will. Moreover, people 
have ties to their communities, and like to have direct access 
to their municipal politicians, who have the largest impact 
on their day-to-day lives.

While optimizing some services may be advantageous – 
over the years, we’ve seen that happen with police services 
and, more recently, transit – but that’s a far cry removed 
from discussing single-tier government. Even talks to re-
gionalize fire protection or water and sewer services seem 
doomed to eternal bickering. 

In the townships, the loss of direct say over planning and 
other issues is too big a price to pay, though ironically the 
province’s Bill 66 would in fact give places like Woolwich 
and Wellesley more control over matters such as develop-
ment ... as long as they remain as distinct governments.

An amalgamated region, however, would see precious 
little rural representation at the table. As it now stands, 
Woolwich and Wellesley each have just one place on regional 
council, which doesn’t amount to much. But the townships 
remain autonomous for the most part, able to control its 
future at the local council level – in the absence of that struc-
ture, the priorities of the cities could quickly overwhelm 
each of the four rural townships in Waterloo Region.

Studies of Ontario municipalities amalgamated when that 
was in vogue with the Harris government show cost-savings 
to be non-existent. There may be benefits, but they’re not 
financial ... and remain well hidden. And years afterwards, 
few people are raving about the decision.

While there can be a bit of initial cost savings by casting 
off duplicate senior staff members, it doesn’t take long be-
fore most of the money to be eaten up by the middle manag-
ers who are added to help administer a larger population 
and the services offered to them.

That idea makes no sense for any of the municipalities, 
least of all the townships. But politicians are capable of act-
ing contrary to the public interest, and in that vein there’s 
the Ford factor to consider.

Timeline, Ford 
factor likely 
to doom “review”

‘Half a loaf is better 
than no bread’ is what you 
tell yourself to justify giv-
ing in to a rotten deal, and 
there’s a choir of African 
leaders singing that cho-
rus now. They pretend to 
be celebrating the eleva-
tion of Felix Tshitsekedi 
to the presidency in the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo (the big Congo), 
but they are privately 
lamenting it while accept-
ing that it is probably the 
least bad option now.

Felix Tshisekedi is the 
55-year-old son of Etienne 
Tshisekedi, the founder of 
the Union for Democracy 
and Social Progress, the 
DRC’s main opposition 
party. For 25 years he de-
fied the dictators who 
have robbed and ruined 
the country, spent much 
of his life in exile, and be-
came a national hero. He 
died last year.

Etienne Tshisekedi was 
never keen to see his son 
succeed him, fearing that 
Felix lacked the ability 
and commitment to lead 

Half a loaf will have to do in the Republic of Congo
the party, but in March he 
was chosen as Etienne’s 
successor by the party’s 
leading members. And 
last November, he showed 
his true colours. 

The current dictator, 
Joseph Kabila, had to 
leave power at least for a 
while, since the constitu-
tion allows presidents 
only two consecutive five-
year terms. He could le-
gally come back after an-
other five years, but in the 
meantime he had to find 
a presidential candidate 
who would do his bidding 
and keep his seat warm.

The official candidate 
was duly named – an as-
sociate of Kabila’s called 
Emmanuel Shadary – but 
it was clear that a single 
opposition candidate 
might win the presidency 
if the vote was fair. The 
DRC’s 84 million people 
are sick of living in a 
potentially rich country 
where most people are 
desperately poor even by 
central African standards.

So all the opposition 
parties got together in 
November to pick a single 
presidential candidate. 
Felix Tshisekedi was there 
and went along with it 
when they chose that can-

didate, Martin Fayulu. But 
the following day he broke 
with the other opposition 
parties and declared his 
own candidacy.

Was it just pique, or did 
he get a better offer? In 
retrospect, it was probably 
the latter.

The presidential elec-
tions were duly held at the 
end of December, and to 
everybody’s astonishment 
Tshisekedi won. The of-
ficial candidate, Shadary, 
came last. So why isn’t 
everybody celebrating 
the triumphant return of 
democracy to the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo?

Because nobody be-
lieves the numbers. Opin-
ion polls before the vote 
had Fayulu winning with 
between 39% and 43% of 
the vote, Tshisekedi com-
ing a distant second with 
between 21% and 25% and 
official regime candidate 
Shadary straggling in with 
only 14-17%. So the united 
opposition should have 
won – but it didn’t.

Fayulu was leading Tsh-
isekedi by almost two-to-
one in the opinion polls. 
How and why did it come 
to pass that the official re-
sults gave Tshisekedi 38% 
of the vote and Fayulu 

only 34%?
Fayulu cried foul. The 

African Union said it had 
“serious doubts” about 
the result and announced 
that it was sending a del-
egation to the DRC. And 
the influential Catholic 
Church of the DRC, which 
deployed  40,000 election 
observers, reported that 
the official results did not 
match its findings.

What probably hap-
pened is as follows. The 
outgoing president, Jo-
seph Kabila, inherited his 
power from his father, a 
warlord called Laurent 
Kabila, when the latter 
was assassinated by his 
bodyguard in 2000. He 
also inherited the military 
commanders who brought 
his father to power, and 
held the real power in the 
regime. They, or their suc-
cessors, still do.

There was never agree-
ment among these com-
manders about whether 
Joseph Kabila was the 
right front-man for 
the regime. Those who 
wanted a change may well 
have chosen Shadary as 
the regime’s new official 
candidate against Kabila’s 

DYER | 8

When you gotta go, you gotta go ... but only if you’ve really gotta go.
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Immigration debate walled off by racism, unchecked ego and nostalgia

Critics point to Can-
ada when charging that 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s call for a border 
wall is based on racism 
and xenophobia. If he’s 
really worried about who 
and what is coming into 
the country, they ask, why 
not a big, beautiful wall 
along the northern border? 

It’s certainly much 
easier to cross illegally 
from Canada than Mexico 
– at 8,800 kilometres, the 
border between our two 
countries is the longest 
and busiest land boundary 
on the planet, much of it 
largely unsecured due to 
our longstanding friend-
ship and the sheer volume 
of logistical issues. 

Clamping down would 
be a problem, as some 
400,000 people and 
US$1.6 billion in goods 
cross each day, supporting 
millions of jobs on both 
sides.

The number of people 
caught trying to sneak into 
the U.S. from Canada is up 

dramatically, with a report 
last summer showing il-
legal crossings up 142 per 
cent (445 people versus 
184) versus the same time 
period in 2017.

Notably, and perhaps 
ironically, about half of 
those attempting illegal 
entry into the U.S. from 
Canada 2016 were from 
Mexico. Given the more 
porous border, cheap 
flights to Toronto and 
Montreal and the lack of 
visa requirements for Mex-
icans visiting Canada, it’s 
perhaps no surprise that 
some are trying from this 
side as Trump focuses on 
the southern border.

The volumes in the 
north are much smaller, 
however. In 2016, the U.S. 
caught 2,300 illegal mi-
grants who crossed from 
Canada; in the south, that 
number was 408,000.

Canada, meanwhile, is 
dealing with a massive 
increase in asylum seekers 
from the U.S. attempting 
to cross at unauthor-
ized points, a reaction to 
Trump’s policies. Most 
are people worried about 
their status in an America 
increasingly divided and 
unstable. They’re flocking 

to Canada, particularly at 
points on the border south 
of Montreal, because they 
see a chance to latch on 
to generous welfare pay-
ments. Once on Canadian 
soil and claiming asylum, 
they have the right to a 
hearing, a process that can 
take months and years, all 
the while costing taxpay-
ers a fortune. 

When it comes to drugs, 
the volumes are also low 
when comparing Canada 
to the Mexican border. On 
that front, a wall is un-
likely to make any differ-
ence, north or south. Even 
U.S. officials recognize 
that drugs tend to come 
through legal ports of 
entry, from the trunks of 
cars through to shipping 
containers. Trafficking is 
much more sophisticated 
than relying on some mi-
grants on foot to cross sur-
reptitiously via  swimming 
the Rio Grande. 

Even in the case of 
desperate migrants, most 
simply show up at border 
crossings seeking asylum 
– see the much-hyped 
caravan bogeyman that 
led up to the U.S. midterm 
elections last fall – so a 
wall would make no differ-

ence whatsoever. 
Few in the government, 

outside of Trump’s Twitter 
feed, of course, maintain 
that an actual physical 
wall would be either fea-
sible or useful. For the Re-
publican/Trump base who 
support the idea, a wall is 
really just a dog-whistle 
call for cracking down on 
brown people. For some, 
it’s outright racism. For 
others, there’s a fear of 
the changes brought by 
immigration, illegal or 
otherwise. 

The Canadian border 
may be more porous – and 
Canada may be a conduit 
for “others” who’ve arrived 
from various international 
locations – but the north 
is still seen as white and 
Anglo, while points south 
of the U.S. are neither.

A wall very much dem-
onstrates an “us vs. them” 
mentality, the most ex-
treme practitioners being 
the most racist. A costly 
wall may not make any 
difference, but it would 
be a symbolic victory for 
those who form Trump’s 
base. And victory is at the 
heart of Trump’s stance 
in the prolonged govern-
ment shutdown; above all 

else, he fears losing face, 
which is more important 
than doing what’s right for 
the public, employees and 
economy. His is a win-at-
all-costs approach, though 
what constitutes a “win” is 
malleable in his version of 
reality.

A New York Times piece 
this week paints a picture 
of Trump as someone 
who will do anything to 
declare a win even when 
one doesn’t exit, a practice 
that goes back to his earli-
est days in business.

“As president, Mr. 
Trump has displayed a 
similar fixation in his 
standoff with Congress 
over leveraging a govern-
ment shutdown to gain 
funding for a wall on 
the Mexican border. As 
he did during decades 
in business, Mr. Trump 
has insulted adversaries, 
undermined his aides, re-
peatedly changed course, 
extolled his primacy as a 
negotiator and induced 
chaos,” reads the article. 

Having originally 
backed a deal to avoid 
a shutdown, Trump 
did what he often does: 
backed out and left his 
fellow Republicans in Con-

gress holding the bag.
“Mr. Trump was expect-

ed to sign off on the deal, 
but then came the sug-
gestion from conservative 
critics that he had caved in 
to Democrats – that he was 
a loser. It was a perception 
Mr. Trump could not bear, 
and he quickly reversed 
course.”

It’s all about perception.
Trump is not alone in 

that regard, of course. 
Many politicians are more 
concerned about image 
and optics than they are 
with actual issues and 
outcomes, let alone right 
and wrong. But Trump is 
a special case where even 
pragmatism is thrown out 
the window as he panders 
to the base, the whole base 
and nothing but the base.

In that, he’s made an 
already unworkable sys-
tem worse, serving as a 
canary in a coal mine for 
the forms of populism on 
display elsewhere. The 
unworkable U.S. political 
system is the product of 
another kind of extrem-
ism, but mostly about ten-
sions caused by shifting 
demographics and decay-

What are you looking forward to at the CurlOn Championships at the WMC?

“What am I looking forward to the most? 
Curling.”

 » Brian Morriss

“I’m interested in seeing who is the best of the 
best in Ontario.”

 » Linda Flemming

“I’m most excited about volunteering.”

 » Dave Millard

“The fact that we have these world class 
curlers in our community. It’s a very rare 
opportunity.”

 » Brian Boyle

“I’m really looking forward to seeing the 
top-end curlers, rather than watching them on 
TV.”

 » Brian Wideman

“Public protests over the rigged election will be met with massive violence, and risk tumbling the DRC into another catastrophic civil war.” Gwynne Dyer | 6
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NATIONAL VIEW DYER: The dysfunction is likely 
to continue despite some change
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wishes. Or maybe Kabila 
simply realized that Sha-
dary wasn’t going to win 
even with a lot of help 
from the people counting 
the ballots.

It appears that Kabila 
seduced Felix Tshisekedi 
with the promise of the 
presidency, and made 
sure the voting results 
came out in his favour. It 
was a stroke of political 
genius, because it actually 
looks like the opposition 
won. It didn’t. 

As soon as Tshisekedi’s 
victory was ‘confirmed,’ 
he declared that “I pay 
tribute to President Jo-
seph Kabila. Today we 
should no longer see him 
as an adversary, but rath-
er, a partner in democrat-
ic change in our country.” 
And almost everybody 
outside the DRC is sorrow-
fully going along with the 
deceit.

The African Union has 

‘postponed’ its mission 
to the DRC indefinitely, 
and two respected African 
leaders, Kenya’s Presi-
dent Uhuru Kenyatta and 
South Africa President 
Cyril Ramaphosa, have 
sent Tshisekedi their con-
gratulations. The south-
ern African regional group 
SADC has also welcomed 
Tshisekedi’s ‘victory,’ 
and urged all Congolese 
to support the president-
elect in his bid to main-
tain “unity, peace and 
stability.”

That’s the heart of the 
matter. Public protests 
over the rigged election 
will be met with mas-
sive violence, and risk 
tumbling the DRC into 
another catastrophic civil 
war. At least this will be 
the country’s first non-vi-
olent transfer of power, so 
the rest of Africa is telling 
the Congolese to swallow 
their pride and bide their 
time. Half a loaf is better 
than none.

The fortunes of the world’s billionaires grew by 12 per cent – or $3.3 
billion a day – last year, while the 3.8 billion people who make up 
the poorest half of humanity saw their wealth fall. In Canada, 
billionaire wealth grew by almost $20 billion between March 2017 
and March 2018. 

 » Writer Tristan Hughes argues Justin Trudeau has a record of broken promises that 
has led to resentment towards the Liberals’ callous attitude 

[S]ince the Liberals have now associated socially liberal values with 
broken promises and elitist opacity, any cause with a progressive ethos 
may be regarded with deep suspicion. Granted, it’s improbable that a 
Trump-like figure will appear in Canada, and that kind of hysterical 
prophecy isn’t what is being pondered here.  Rather, Trudeau has set 
the stage for the anti-immigrant, anti-progressive and pro-business 
right to infiltrate the mainstream and turn politics to the right.”

 » From the Jan. 25, 2003 edition of The Observer

Some two-dozen Breslau property owners, meeting at a local 
church Jan. 22, gave a largely warm reception to a plan that would 
extend municipal sewage services to a portion of Woolwich Street. 
The road will undergo major reconstruction this year as 
Thomasfield Homes begins work on a residential subdivision, 
including the extension of water supplies from the City of 
Kitchener.

ing economic situation. 
The most divisive sector is 
rightwing Christian fun-
damentalists – predomi-
nantly undereducated 
white people who see the 
country’s decline and 
think that rolling back the 
clock will make America 
great again.

Men were men. Women 
were women. Both were 
God-fearing. Minorities, 
including gays and lesbi-
ans, were largely out of 
sight. A high school educa-
tion was enough to get a 
good job that bought you 
a home where you could 

KANNON: Bad governance isn’t 
going to turn back the clock
FROM | 7 raise your kids – after all, 

that’s where family values 
start.

A contingent of such 
people equate the civil 
rights movement, wom-
en’s liberation efforts, gay 
rights and a more permis-
sive, relaxed society as 
the reason their country 
is going downhill. Immi-
grants are taking away jobs 
and destroying American 
culture, people of this 
mindset argue – Mexicans 
are an established target 
in this regard, now joined 
by Muslims.

There’s no turning back 
at this point, wall or no 
wall.

 ea.
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Have something to say and 
want a really big megaphone?
Write a letter to the Editor.
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SPORTS
HOCKEY / JUNIOR B

Sugar Kings split pair of one-
point games over the weekend
Falling 5-4 following a comeback 
effort by Waterloo, Elmira bounces 
back to best Listowel Cyclones 3-2

FAISAL ALI

GALEA |  11KINGS |  11

OPEN
COUNTRY

Expanding 
on the 
perils of 
dropped 
calls

The other day I was 
sent an email that told me 
about an unfortunate in-
cident in which an angler 
dropped his cell phone 
down an ice fishing hole. 
The good news is it was not 
my phone.

The bad news is I’m not 
sure if the cell phone was 
in a waterproof case.

If it was, we have the po-
tential for a true environ-
mental disaster. For as we 
all know, modern day cell 
phones are addictive. And 
most are so user friendly 
that even a fish could use 
one.

In a worst-case scenario, 
the phone is still operable 
and open on the former 
owner’s Instagram ac-
count. This could conceiv-
ably mean that unwitting 
lake trout, perch or walleye 
will be subjected to photos 
of what type of artisanal 
croissant the angler had for 
breakfast or how he or she 
has weathered the 10-year 
challenge. 

I’m not sure this fits the 
classic definition of animal 
cruelty but I’m pretty sure 
it comes close.

Even more frightening is 
the prospect of fish being 
able to learn how to use a 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

A narrow miss and a 
narrow hit characterized 
the Sugar Kings’ weekend, 
as the Elmira team took on 
some of the toughest com-
petition of the Midwestern 
Conference and split the 
difference. 

While the stormy 
weather may have canceled 
some games on the junior 
hockey schedule, includ-
ing in Brampton, Niagara 
Falls and the neighbour-
ing Junior C Wellesley, the 
Waterloo Siskins had little 
trouble making the short 
jaunt to Elmira for a Satur-
day night matchup.

The Kings may have 
wished they’d stayed at 
home with some hot co-
coa instead, however, as 
the Waterloo contingent 
defended their top spot in 
the conference with a 5-4 
decision. Taking the loss 
in stride, the Kings were 
back at home the following 
night where they edged 
out the visiting Listowel 
Cyclones – but only just. 
The Kings were trailing the 
Cyclones 2-1 well into the 
third that night, when a 
pair of shorthanded mark-
ers from Elmira’s Jacob 
Black rescued the game 
from almost certain defeat. 

After falling to the Cy-
clones at their last two 
meetings, the victory Sun-
day came as a welcome 
about-face for a team that 
recently replaced its head 

coach.
“It was very key,” said 

the Sugar Kings’ new head 
coach, Rob Collins, of the 
victory. Collins took over 
the job two weeks ago af-
ter the team fired Trent 
Brown.

“I think in the first three 
games since I’ve been head 
coach, two of them we 
had full control of and we 
ended up getting a loss,” 
he said. “I thought that was 
the case again on Sunday, 
and we kind of fell into 
some habits where we took 
some penalties. But they 
battled through it and per-
severed ... and got a good 
win against Listowel, which 
I hope kind of kicks starts 
us in the right direction.”

Saturday night’s game 
against Waterloo was not so 
auspicious, however, as the 
visitors pulled out the rug 
from under the Kings in 
the third act. Waterloo took 
the lead in this game with a 
goal seven minutes in, but 
were quickly overtaken by 
the Kings.

Down 1-0, the Kings 
rallied, potting the next 
three goals in three min-
utes. Ivan Brewer (Hunter 
Dubecki, Karson Massey) 
found his mark first at 10 
minutes, and then a second 
time just a minute later 
(Dubecki, Damian Figuei-
ra). Black (Jakson Kirk, 
Zack Cameron) rounded 
out the scoring frenzy at 13 
minutes to make it 3-1 by 
the first intermission.

Trailing the visiting Listowel Cyclones at last Sunday’s home game, the Sugar Kings’ fortunes were dramatically improved when Jacob Black 
(right) potted two shorthanded goals late in the third.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER] 

See our Registered Physiotherapists TODAY 
for concussion management, treatment of 
contributing neck dysfunction, and 
Vision/Vestibular retraining.

Headaches/dizziness issues from 
previous head/neck trauma?
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“Ivan’s been great since 
the day he’s been here,” 
said Collins of Elmira’s top 
shooter that night. “He’s 
led through example with 
his work ethic, and I be-
lieve that will prove to be 
infectious throughout the 
whole team. Nothing bad 
to say about Ivan that’s for 
sure. He’s a workhorse that 
we’re going to rely on.”

If the first period be-
longed to the Kings, the 
second was all Siskins. Wa-
terloo hit the ice running 
with a power play marker 
just two minutes from the 
resumption of play. Elmi-
ra’s Dubecki responded at 
four minutes to make it 4-2 
for the Kings, with Brewer 
and Tyson Hillier this time 
lending the assist.

Waterloo steadily closed 

the gap, however, potting 
their third at the halfway 
point of the frame, and 
then their fourth at 17:23 to 
make it a dead even 4-4 by 
the second intermission.

Up by two early in the 
second, the Kings had 
slipped into a neck-and-
neck race for the finish line 
in the final 20 minutes of 
play.

The deciding goal came 
at 7:24 off stick of Water-
loo’s Alex Lycett, putting 
the Kings on the short end 
of a 5-4 difference. The 
Elmira team pulled all the 
stops, though not their 
punches, with another 
fight sending one of each 
team to the showers. The 
pugilism did little for the 
scoreboard, however, and 
the game ran its course 

without another goal com-
ing.

Power plays proved to a 
major factor in this game, 
with the Waterloo contin-
gent scoring twice on four 
man-advantages, and the 
Kings in turn squandering 
all five of their opportuni-
ties without a goal.

“We were in full control 
that game against Water-
loo, and then we ran into 
penalty trouble and they 
capitalized,” said Collins. 
“And they’re not in first 
place because they don’t 
capitalize on opportunities. 
So we need to recognize 
situations that we’re in, 
and make more disciplined 
decisions.”

Falling in a one-point 
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TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Wellesley, after having 
reviewed the draft municipal budget for the year 2019, intends to pass a 
By-law with the intent to adopt a budget pursuant to Section 290 of the 
Municipal Act, 2001, as amended.  

The passage of the By-law to implement the adoption of the budget will 
be given consideration at the regularly scheduled meeting on February 
5, 2019, commencing at 6:45pm in the Council Chambers, 4805 William 
Hastings Line, Crosshill.  

Should you wish to address Council or if you require further details or 
information, please contact Grace Kosch, Clerk, Township of Wellesley at 
(519) 699-3946 or email: gkosch@wellesley.ca
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NOTICE TO THE RESIDENTS OF  
THE TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY

Intention to Adopt a Budget

A win on the road for the Jacks
VERONICA REINER

You win some, you get 
snowed out of some. That 
may not be how the saying 
goes, but it was how the 
Wellesley Applejacks’ week-
end went. 

On the road last Friday 
night, the Jacks beat the 
Woodstock Navy Vets 2-0, 
but Mother Nature forced 
the postponement of the 
following night’s home game 
against Norwich.

The win kept the Jacks 
in their usual third-place 
spot in the Provincial Junior 
Hockey League’s South 
Doherty Division with 53 
points, trailing seven behind 
the New Hamburg Firebirds 
and 10 points behind the 
division-leading Tavistock 
Braves.

Against the Woodstock 
Navy Vets January 18, the 
Jacks started strong, with 
James Ranson drawing first 
blood at 6:57, with an assist 
courtesy of Daniel Tsiampas. 
The Navy Vets would never 
get the chance to recover. 

The second and only other 
goal scored through the 

course of the game went to 
Shaun Pickering at 8:06, with 
Danny Ranson and Alex Ut-
tley picking up assists. 

The 2-0 lead the Jacks 
took into the first intermis-
sion would hold up for an-
other 40 minutes, the score-
board unchanged when the 
final buzzer went.

The second stanza was un-
eventful where scoring was 
concerned, but there was 
a bit of roughhousing split 
evenly between both teams, 
with two penalties apiece 
dished out to the Jacks and 
the Navy Vets. The back-
and-forth changed nothing, 
however, putting pressure 
on the home team to step up 
in the third.

Instead, there was little 
action of any kind until 
Woodstock pulled their 
goalie in an attempt to get 
on the board. The goose egg 
remained, however, despite 
the Vets outshooting the 
Jacks 38-26 by game’s end. 
Wellesley’s Bryce Dettweiler 
earned the shutout, stopping 
everything Woodstock threw 
his way. He needed to be 
particularly sharp in the first 

when the shots were 18-9 for 
the team that didn’t score 
two goals.

The win gave the Jacks 
momentum headed into 
Saturday’s scheduled game 
against the fifth-place Nor-
wich Merchants back in the 
welcoming confines of the 
Wellesley arena. The ice-cold 
weather and snowfall had 
other plans, rendering the 
road conditions too risky for 
the Merchants to travel. The 
match was postponed, with 
the teams scheduled to meet 
again Wednesday night. 

The Jacks have dominated 
the Merchants in previous 
matchups, with their last 
game in December resulting 
in an 8-2 win for the Jacks, 
and the game before that, a 
4-1 win. 

Their next two games – 
the last regularly scheduled 
ones of the season – will 
see the Jacks taking on the 
New Hamburg Firebirds at 
the Wilmot Arena on Friday 
(January 25), and against 
the Burford Bulldogs at the 
Wellesley arena the next day 
(Saturday). The puck drops 
at 7:30 p.m.

Assists: Bryce Brubacher (3), 
Mitchell Krasovec (2), MacIvor 
Zettel, Carter Weir, Declan 
Martin, Logan Cluthe, Sutton 
Meier
Shutouts: Carson Waechter

Atom: LL#1
Jan 19 vs Ayr Flames #2
Home: 5 Visitor: 3
Goals: Evan Reger, Jonah 
Schmidt (2), Bryden Schaefer, 
Zion Shadd
Assists: Evan Reger, Cooper 
Jones

Atom: LL#1
Jan 20 vs Ayr Flames #2
Home: 3 Visitor: 3
Goals: Zion Shadd, Jonah 
Schmidt, Bryden Schaefer
Assists: Zion Shadd (2), Caleb 
Antonello

Atom: MINOR A
Jan 20 vs Brampton 45’s
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Zach Wiseman, Rhys 
Taylor
Assists: Cameron Fisher (2), 
Jordan Martin

THE SCORE
WOOLWICH 
WILDCATS

Novice: MAJOR A
Jan 19 vs Oakville Rangers Blue
Home: 7 Visitor: 2
Goals: Ethan Straus (2), Cody 
Paquet, Bryce McFadden, Owen 
Porter, Kolten Noot, Carter Crane
Assists: Carson Kellough (2), 
Jackson Gillies, Owen Porter, 
Carter Crane, Nathan Sellers, 
Kitson Bakker

Novice: MAJOR A
Jan 20 vs Hespeler Shamrocks
Home: 10 Visitor: 2
Goals: Kolten Noot (3), Owen 
Porter (2), Cody Paquet, Bryce 
McFadden, Carter Crane, Kitson 
Bakker, Jackson Gillies
Assists: Nathan Seller (3), Bryce 
McFadden (3), Ethan Straus (2), 
Jackson Gillies, Arabelle Weiss, 

Carter Crane, Maxwell Rintoul, 
Owen Porter, Jack Wood, Cody 
Paquet

Novice: MAJOR A
Jan 13 vs Dundas Blues
Home: 4 Visitor: 5 
(OT)
Goals: Mitch Walker (2), Tyson 
Moran, Isaiah Shantz
Assists: Seth Shantz (3), Nate 
Martin (2), Eric Kane, Owen 
Weber

Novice: AE
Jan 18 vs Oakville Rangers
Home: 2 Visitor: 5
Goals: Liam MacGregor, Luca 
Abate
Assists: Boston Esbaugh, Jerome 
Taylor

Novice: AE
Jan 21 vs Brampton 45’s

Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Liam MacGregor, Nolan 
Cruikshank, Jackson Wolfe, Luca 
Abate
Assists: Boston Esbaugh, Wyatt 
Garan, James Eckensweiler, 
Drew Snyder

Atom: LL#3
Jan 18 vs St. George Generals
Home: 5 Visitor: 5
Goals: Cohen Clemmer (2), 
Johnny Petrone (2), Sebastian 
Abate
Assists: Tyler Bauman, Ryder 
Bauman

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan 14 vs Dundas Blues
Home: 11 Visitor: 0
Goals: Spencer Hume (3), Sutton 
Meier (2), Mitchell Krasovec (2), 
Declan Martin, Alex Veitch, Luke 
Wood, Caleb Paquet,

Atom: MINOR A
Jan 19 vs Ancaster Avalanche
Home: 2 Visitor: 1
Goals: Matthew Kochut (2)
Assists: Cruz Balog, Thomas 
McCarthy, Mason Gear

Atom: LL#2
Jan 19 vs Plattsville Rage
Home: 8 Visitor: 1
Goals: Grant Rintoul (3), 
Matthew Wilkie, Oliver Horn (3), 
Anand Ghali
Assists: Oliver Horn (4), Matthew 
Wilkie, Logan McLachlan, Aiden 
Acheson

PeeWee: MAJOR AE
Jan 15 vs Guelph Gryphons
Home: 5 Visitor: 3
Goals: Tyson Bauman (2), Jamie 
Ferretti, Hunter Brown, Josh 
Uhrig
Assists: Jack Rozema (2), Tanner 
Armstrong, Matthew Ramage, 
Keegan Martin, Josh Uhrig

PeeWee: MAJOR AE
Jan 20 vs Halton Hills Thunder
Home: 1 Visitor: 0
Goals: Carter Harrow
Assists: Keegan Martin
Shutouts: Ethan Gilbert

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Jan 04 vs Caledon Hawks
Home: 0 Visitor: 4

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Jan 12 vs Dundas Blues
Home: 0 Visitor: 4

PeeWee: MAJOR A
Jan 19 vs Hespeler Shamrocks
Home: 4 Visitor: 3
Goals: Owen Weber, Nate 
Martin, Kane Kruschat, Tyson 
Roth
Assists: Beckett Wadel (2), 
Josh Gibson, Tyson Roth, Mitch 
Walker, Owen Weber, Eric Kane, 
Nate Martin

PeeWee: MINOR A
Jan 21 vs Burlington Eagles
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Evan Woods, Josh Carson
Assists: Hunter Bender

Bantam: LL2
Jan 18 vs Wildcats LL1
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Lucas Radler (2), Will 
McDougall
Assists: Nate Whittom (2), 
James McCormick
Shutouts: Colin Bray

Bantam: MINOR A
Jan 20 vs Hesepler
Home: 7 Visitor: 0
Goals: Ryan Brubacher (3), 
Jordan Chang, Keenan Martin, 
Emmett Weissenboeck, Parker 
Alles
Assists: Joey Martin, Ethan 
Martin, Jordan Chang (2), Parker 
Alles, Teagan Cadeau, Keenan 
Martin, Denver Martin
Shutouts: Ian Darroch

Bantam: MINOR A
Jan 19 vs Milton
Home: 5 Visitor: 2
Goals: Keenan Martin (3), Ethan 
Martin, Ryan Brubacher
Assists: Drew Birmingham, 
Cade Beacom (2), Jordan Chang, 
Parker Alles (2), Denver Martin

Bantam: MINOR A
Jan 13 vs Milton
Home: 1 Visitor: 0
Goals: Keenan Martin
Assists: Joey Martin, Will 
Lavigne
Shutouts: ian darroch

Bantam: MINOR A
Jan 11 vs Hesepler
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Cade Beacom, Teagan 
Cadeau, Parker Alles
Assists: Keenan Martin, Parker 
Alles, Ethan Bickerton, Ryan 
Brubacher

Bantam: MINOR AE
Jan 20 vs Milton Winterhawks
Home: 1 Visitor: 3
Goals: Tucker Armstrong
Assists: Ben Moyer, Mason Spark

Midget: LL#1
Jan 12 vs Woolwich #2
Home: 0 Visitor: 4

Midget: LL#1
Jan 13 vs Woolwich #2
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Adam Anstett, Connor 
Bentley, Nathan Taylor, Matt 
Fleischmann
Assists: Mac Benham (2), Mack 
Willms, Tyler Brubacher, Matt 
Fleischmann

Tournaments

Atom: MAJOR
Jan 18 vs Westchester Vipers
Home: 7 Visitor: 2
Goals: Caleb Paquet (2), Sutton 
Meier, Mitchell Krasovec, Spencer 
Hume, Adam Bloch, Declan 
Martin
Assists: Declan Martin (3), Adam 
Bloch (2), Caleb Paquet (2), 
Mitchell Krasovec, Sutton Meier, 
Carter Weir, MacIvor Zettel

Atom: MAJOR
Jan 18 vs Littleton Colorado
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Mitchell Krasovec, Sutton 
Meier, Caleb Paquet
Assists: Sutton Meier, Mitchell 
Krasovec

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan 19 vs Welland
Home: 2 Visitor: 2
Goals: Spencer Hume, Caleb 
Paquet

Atom: MAJOR A
Jan 19 vs Stittsville Rams
Home: 1 Visitor: 5
Goals: Caleb Paquet
Assists: Bryce Brubacher

WOOLWICH 
WILD

Novice: B

Jan 19 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers
Home: 3 Visitor: 0
Goals: Isla McCoubrey (2), 
Audrey English.
Assists: Brinley Fitzgerald, 
Megan Nixon, Chloe Futher.
Shutouts: Elle English

Novice: B
Jan 20 vs Waterloo Ravens
Home: 4 Visitor: 2
Goals: Isla McCoubrey, Audrey 
English, Lauryn Kidd, Chloe 
Futher.
Assists: Elle Schwindt (2), Isla 
McCoubrey, Brinley Fitzgerald

Novice: LL#1
Jan 20 vs Kitchener Lady Rang-
ers Blue
Home: 0 Visitor: 2

Atom: B
Jan 19 vs Kitchener Lady 
Rangers
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Olivia Bloemberg, Marlee 
Fraser, Brooke Rempel
Assists: Marlee Fraser, Kaitlyn 
Hyatt, Madison Meincke, Maggie 
Sabean

Atom: A
Jan 18 vs Waterloo
Home: 1 Visitor: 2
Goals: Emma McCoubrey
Assists: Kylie Rayfield

Bantam: B
Jan 20 vs Waterloo Ravens B
Home: 3 Visitor: 1
Goals: Madison Meincke, Katie 
Lee, Maggie Sabean
Assists: Tia Zettel, Rachel 
Christenson

With their game against the visiting Sarnia Ice Hawks cancelled due to inclement weather on Saturday, the Woolwich Thrashers made good 
use of the ice at the WMC with a team practice instead.  [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

NO GAME, BUT THERE’S ICE



SPORTS | 11THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 24, 2019

cell phone, especially if, as 
I suspect, more than one 
has been dropped down ice 
fishing holes this winter.

This could change fish 
behaviour, and not for the 
better.

Suddenly, the fish who 
owns the cell phone might 
become completely oblivi-
ous of its surroundings as 
it immerses itself in Candy 
Crush or Plants versus 
Zombie apps – or, God for-

bid, Too Many Fish.  And 
while being unaware of 
your surroundings on the 
surface simply means that 
you miss your name when 
it is called out by a barista, 
under the ice it is a totally 
different thing. 

It could mean the dif-
ference between avoiding 
a marauding pike and 
getting eaten – although, 
if the fish really got into 
Instagram, this could turn 
into a post that finally goes 

viral.
The more I think about 

this, the less I like it. 
You see, I have always 

admired fish and other 
non-human creatures be-
cause they are not adept at 
using tools in general and 
cell phones in particular. 
Both of these things, after 
all, are the hallmarks of a 
perfect life.

What if this catches on 
though?

I mean, if you think it’s 

hard to get the attention of 
a fish with your lure now, 
imagine how difficult it 
will be if they start binge-
watching Netflix. 

And what if they begin 
texting each other mes-
sages like, “Stay away from 
ice fishing hole number 
four. They are serving bad 
minnows.”

Yes, no good can come 
of this.

Right now those who 
do not understand the 

frustration this ice angler 
feels every time he goes 
out on the ice are probably 
thinking that I am imagin-
ing a highly unlikely situ-
ation. Well maybe, but we 
anglers believe all sorts of 
unlikely things – like one 
day coming home with a 
limit or not being caught 
making a stupid face when 
being photographed with 
the fish of a lifetime. Yet, 
sometimes these things 
happen too.

The good news is that no 
one has dropped a phone 
charger down an ice fish-
ing hole as far as I know. 
This leads me to believe 
that we don’t have to worry 
about this for long. 

Lastly, you might think 
I’m crazy for thinking that 
fish would have the intel-
lectual capacity to use a 
cell phone. To which I say, 
why not?

I mean, they spend their 
whole life in schools.

GALEA: Losing a phone is one thing, but the real danger lies in fish learning the technology
FROM | 9

Lancers are 8-0 with one team to go in the WCSAA regular 
season, a showdown against second-place GRCI

EDSS boys look to make a perfect season

FAISAL ALI

The EDSS boys’ hockey 
team is gunning for a per-
fect season. With a record 
8-0 in the Waterloo County 
Secondary School Athletics 
Association (WCSAA), the 
Lancers stand just one win 
away from their goal, one 
that would have them well 
on track when entering the 
playoffs.

For long-time EDSS 
teacher and head coach Da-
vid Munroe, it’s one of the 
finest showings he’s seen 
from the team.

“I’ve been here for ten 
years, and we’ve never had 
a season this good,” said 
Munroe. “It’s nice.”

Battling in a crowded di-
vision with ten teams from 
schools across Waterloo 
Region, the Lancers are at 
the head of the pack. In ev-
ery game save one, the boys 
dominated their opponents 
by a spread of at least two 
goals, while half of their 
games resulted in a shutout 
of the other team.

The Lancers can’t let up 
just yet, however, as nip-
ping at their heels are the 
Renegades from Grand 
River Collegiate Institute, 
who’ll be looking to knot 
things up with EDSS at 
their final meeting next 
month.

The Renegades stand just 
one loss behind the Lancers 
with a 7-1 record (courtesy 
of a 3-2 takedown by the 
tied-for-third Kitchener-
Waterloo Collegiate). And, 
by some small measure of 
dramatic serendipity, the 
GRCI Renegades and EDSS 
Lancers have just one more 
game to play this season ... 
against each other.

To lose then would not 
only rob the EDSS contin-
gent of its perfect season, it 
would end their undisputed 
first-place finish in the 
standings.

“It’s going to be a great 
game. Grand River’s tra-
ditionally in the finals or 
winning WCSAA basically 
every year,” said Munroe. 
“They’ve kind of built the 
strongest program in WC-
SAA, for sure, so they’re 
kind of the team to beat 
every year. So this year it’s 
nice that we’re competitive 
with them and basically 
it comes down to the last 
game to see who gets first 
place.”

The Lancers got a major 
bump in power this season 
in part thanks to a change 
in the eligibility rules for 
the local secondary school 
league, widening the pool 
of players that could join.

“This year there was a 
change in the rules where 

anybody that plays rep. 
hockey is allowed to play 
high school hockey now,” 
said Munroe. “So AAA, AA 
and A are all allowed to 
play high school hockey. So 
that obviously was a rule 
that we’ve been looking at 
changing for years, and it 
finally came through this 
year.”

The team saw its mem-
bership bolstered with 
players from the Woolwich 
Wildcats midget team, the 
Elmira Junior Sugar Kings, 
giving the EDSS team a 
competitive edge that 
could see it make a seri-
ous showing at the Central 
Western Ontario Second-
ary Schools Association 
leagues.

“The calibre of hockey 
is a lot better when you al-
low those guys to be able to 
play. And a lot of them de-
cided to come out, so this 
is certainly a better season 
than we had in the past,” 
added Munroe.

Those hoping to see the 
two Waterloo County teams 
clash for superiority can 
watch them in action at the 
Woolwich Memorial Centre 
February 5, starting at 2:30 
p.m. No matter the out-
come, the action will pick 
up the week after, February 
12, with the start of the WC-
SAA playoffs.

Nothing quite motivates like the prospect of a juicy steak, making it the perfect prize at the Striploin Classic Men’s Bonspiel on Saturday at 
the Elmira & District Curling Club. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

SOME HIGH-STEAKS CURLING

game Saturday night, the 
Kings would go on to win 
their next game along a 
similar margin. Welcoming 
the Listowel Cyclones to 
Elmira, Sunday, the fourth-
place Kings played their 
distant third-place oppo-
nents to a 3-2 victory.

The game began on 
less than stellar footing, 
though, as just 36 seconds 
from the drop, the Listowel 
squad potted their first 
point. Cyclones’ Chayse 

Herrfort drove an unas-
sisted puck into the Sugar 
Kings’ net, ensuring the 
home team would spend 
the rest of the evening 
playing catch-up.

Elmira’s Harrison Toms 
(Kirk, Matthew Tolton) was 
able to knot things up 1-1 
before the first intermis-
sion, but Listowel clawed 
back their lead 10:40 into 
the second to make it 2-1 
for the final 20 minutes of 
play.

The Kings continued to 

trail their opponents well 
into the third, until a re-
markable one-two punch 
from Sugar Kings’ forward 
Jacob Black turned the 
game completely on its 
head. Black knotted the 
scores 2-2 on a short-hand-
ed play at 12:13 (Anthony 
Azzano, Toms), and then 
slotted a second point at 14 
minutes (Cameron) while 
still down a man.

The pair of points put the 
Kings on right side of a 3-2 
division, which is how the 

game would end that night.
Special teams proved 

to be the wild card in this 
game, as Listowel had 
seven man-advantages 
over the 60 minutes, but 
scored on none, while the 
Kings earned two, scored 
on none, but then picked 
up two shorthanded mark-
ers instead.

“I thought our penalty 
kill, not just Jacob Black – I 
know Jacob scored two big 
goals for us shorthanded 
– but our penalty kill as a 

whole I believe was a main 
reason why we were able 
to win that game,” said 
Collins. “Listowel’s power 
play, with those top three 
guys that they have, when 
they gain the opportunity 
they can really make it hurt 
against you. So our penalty 
kill stepped up.”

After Sunday night’s ral-
ly, the Kings will be looking 
to carry that momentum as 
they head into the coming 
weekend. On Saturday, the 
Kings will be in Brantford 

for a 7 p.m. match against 
the 99ers, but the real chal-
lenge comes the day after 
when the Kings travel to 
Waterloo for a matinee 
starting at 1:30 p.m.

The Kings will be on the 
road for the next two weeks 
as the Woolwich Memorial 
Centre hosts the CurlOn 
Provincial Men & Women’s 
Curling Championships, 
which kicks off January 
27. The next home game is 
scheduled February 10 at 7 
p.m. against Brantford.

KINGS: With curling at the WMC, the team is on the road for a couple of weeks, returning Feb. 10
FROM | 9
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Siblings Hannah and Ethan Wright earn honours with Team Canada at international competition in Jamaica
Breslau martial artists bring home plenty of hardware

VERONICA REINER

Breslau siblings Han-
nah and Ethan Wright 
earned a collective five 
gold medals, four silver 
medals and two bronze 
medals at the internation-
al martial arts competition 
they recently attended in 
Jamaica.

The Wrights were part 
of Team Canada, a total of 

40 athletes who competed 
in a variety of martial arts, 
including kung fu and 
karate. The local athletes 
competed at the Interna-
tional Congress of Martial 
Arts 2019 in Montego Bay 
on January 5 and 6. 

Hannah won a gold 
medal in traditional forms, 
extreme forms, sparring, 
chanbara, and synchro-
nized weapons along with 

her Waterloo-based part-
ner, Lexi McGann Barclay. 
By achieving over three 
gold medals at one event, 
Hannah was also awarded 
the Triple Crown Ring. The 
ring will be presented to 
her January 2020, when 
the next event is sched-
uled.

She was awarded silver 
in the traditional weapons, 
musical forms, and open 

forms categories. Ethan 
also won a silver medal in 
the traditional weapons, 
and two bronze medals in 
the sparring and tradition-
al forms categories. 

“Five gold medals was 
pretty amazing,” said Han-
nah. “Not in this circuit, 
but I have in other, local 
circuits. It’s very cool to 
have my brother there be-
cause then I have someone 

to cheer me on, and that 
I can cheer on back. He’s 
a good competitor and a 
great guy.”

Overall, Team Canada 
brought home 45 gold, 22 
silver, 40 bronze and 10 
triple crown winners from 
the successful weekend. 
They were also extended 
to perform a martial arts 
show, getting the chance 
to show off their skills on a 

resort stage.
“Just before an actual 

night show, we did a little 
night show of our own,” 
said Hannah. “Our more 
experienced competitors 
got to go on stage and 
show the resort some 
things that we do. It was 
an amazing experience, 
and I can’t wait to see 
where I’m going next 
year.”

In anticipation of the upcoming CurlOn Championships in Elmira kicking off Jan. 27, Susan Martin, chair of the event organizing committee, visited schools last week to teach the fundamentals of curling. Pictured, Riverside Public School students try their hand at the sport. 
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

RIVERSIDE STUDENTS GET IN ON THE ACTION

Hannah Wright and brother Ethan were in Jamaica earlier this month as part of the Team Canada martial arts group competing at an international tournament. They and the team returned with a large collection of medals. [SUBMITTED]
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Hold the milk, says new 
Canada’s Food Guide

Ever notice how 
you click on an online 
story about something 

– an exotic vacation 
destination, perhaps 

– and shortly after 
you start seeing ads 

about something 
similar in your 

online feed?
That’s an 

example of 
your data 
being collected 
without you 
knowing it, 
and then being 
used to try to 
turn a profit.

It happens 
in farming 

too, and it 
costs producers 

money. Producers 
gather data about 

certain production 
traits, using sensors 

on their machinery 
or onboard computers. 

Of course, they’ve paid 
for this technology. 
They should own the 
information.

But sometimes 
the information is 
programmed to go to a 
commercial entity for 
analysis. Whoever analyzes 
it reports back to the 
farmer, perhaps for a fee. 
So farmers end up buying 
their own information.

They’re frustrated about 
giving away valuable 

We should 
all get paid 
for our data

ROBERTS | 14

Dairy industry doesn’t take kindly to the change 
in tone, while beef farmers less alarmed at 
emphasis on plant-based protein

FOOD GUIDE | 14

FAISAL ALI

The Canadian 
government released 
its new, revised food 
guide this week, upending 
years of convention in 
the process. In a marked 
departure from the last 
update in 2007, the new 
Canada’s Food Guide does 
away with the decades-old 
four food group rainbow 
and measured servings. 
Instead the new guide 
emphasizes the relative 
proportions of food types 
that should be consumed, 
while also encouraging 
plant-based proteins over 
typical meat sources.

Noticeably absent 
from the guide, however, 
is dairy, to the chagrin 
of the industry. Dairy 
organizations took 
umbrage with the 
recommendations, 
insisting milk and dairy 
was an important part of a 
healthy diet.

“We’re actually 
very concerned, a bit 
disappointed about it,” said 
Murray Sherk, chair of the 
Dairy Farmers of Ontario 
and a Fergus-based dairy 
farmer. “Because it makes 
a lot of recommendations 
that we feel are not entirely 
based in science. Certainly 
it encourages plant-based 
consumption of plant-
based proteins rather than 
animal-based proteins, 
which is fine.”

However, gone is the tra-
ditional tall glass of milk to 
wash down those meals. 
Instead, front and cen-
ter in the new guide is 
a suggestion quite 
at odds with the 
conventional wis-
dom: “Make wa-
ter your drink 
of choice,” says 
the new docu-
ment. If water 
isn’t your cup 
of tea, the 
guide goes 
on to say, 
“white milk 
(unsweet-
ened lower fat 
milk)” can serve 
as a healthy al-
ternative.

“But there really 
isn’t evidence to 
make these recom-
mendations,” argues 
Sherk. “There’s a lot 
science in recent years 
that say that higher fats 
are good for you, and 
certainly dairy [it’s] one 
of the most nutritionally 
rich natural foods. It sort of 
downplays the importance 
of dairy, and we’re disap-
pointed because of that.”

The Dairy Farmers of 
Canada similarly went to 
Twitter to point out the 
years of scientific research 
on the value of a diet bal-
anced with dairy consump-
tion.

“While the food guide 
has changed, milk prod-

ucts continue to play a 
valuable role in helping 
Canadians make healthy 
eating decisions on a daily 
basis,” read the DFC’s offi-
cial Twitter account.

The dairy organizations 
argue that Health Canada, 

which 
produced the guide, was ig-
noring the benefits of milk 
and dairy in reducing rates 
of heart disease, stroke and 
type 2 diabetes.

“We think it also 

downplays the ease at 
which you can get good 
nutrition by consuming 
dairy,” said Sherk, which 
the industry lists as 
calcium, magnesium, zinc, 

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com  |         @woolwichnews |        /ObserverXtra
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e-generated production 
data.

And now, a Guelph-
based company is trying 
to stop the bleeding with 
a new technology called 
mPowered. 

The technology is a 
blockchain-driven platform 
that lead developer Joel 
Sotomayor says will let 
farmers put crop, livestock 
and environmental data 
in what he calls an “online 
vault” that only they can 
access.  

That means production 
information collected 
through sensor technology 

and other electronic 
methods that farmers 
pay for and maintain 
will be easier for them to 
commercialize and share 
only when they so choose. 
Anyone who wants to use it 
will have to pay for it. 

Sotomayor says 
mPowered democratizes 
sharing data for the likes 
of production rates, 
tillable acreage, surface 
temperatures in fields, 
water availability, pest 
infestations, fertilizer 
coverage and more.

“Farm enterprises 
generate vast amounts 
of valuable data, but 
have had little say in how 

their data is used, and 
have received nothing in 
return for sharing their 
information,” he says. 
“Many corporations view 
this data as their property 
– not the farmer’s – and 
they reap big profits by 
collecting, packaging and 
selling farm data.”

Sotomayor says 
mPowered will be a free 
online platform, like 
Facebook. Users will join, 
download information into 
their vault, and create a 
profile declaring the kind 
of information they have 
available. Users seeking 
such information will find 
them via a Google-type 

search and contact them to 
make a transaction. 

“We’ll provide the system 
to store your information,” 
says Sotomayor. “You’ll 
get a notification someone 
wants to look at your data, 
and how much they are 
willing to pay for it. You 
can decide if you want to 
release it.”

Using blockchain 
technology, mPowered 
will aggregate information 
selling prices and post 
averages, so users 
have a measuring stick 
for transactions. The 
decentralized blockchain 
will restrict anyone from 
tampering with the data.

For its services, 
mPowered will receive a 
percent of the transaction 
price from the buyer, 
similar to the way PayPal 
works. 

Sotomayor says 
mPowered will start with 
agriculture, but he expects 
it will have uses elsewhere, 
as e-privacy demands 
continue growing.

“Every time you search 
for something on the 
Internet, or book a vacation 
for your family, or ask 
Google for directions to 
a new restaurant, you’ve 
added data points to a 
digital profile of you that 
you didn’t even know 

existed,” he says. “It’s all 
about informed consent. 
We want to empower 
people to take back full 
ownership and control of 
their data, and for them 
to be rewarded for sharing 
it. After all, our data feed 
into the research and 
development interests of 
these companies, but we 
don’t get paid for it.”

The company is creating 
an advisory board to guide 
it through its introduction 
into the farm community. 
It will be holding 
information sessions across 
Canada through the spring 
to familiarize potential 
users with the platform.

ROBERTS: Data mining goes on all the time, with or without our knowledge ... or compensation
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vitamin A, vitamin D, and 
potassium.

Sherk couldn’t speculate 
how the new guide would 
affect average consumers 
and families at the super-
market, but suggested the 
larger affect would be on 
institutions that follow the 
guide and base their meals 
according to the govern-
ment recommendations.

While dairy saw its posi-
tion slip in the new food 
guide, meat still got a seat 
at the table (or rather, a 
side of the plate). Meat 
products no longer have 
the same prominence in 
the past, however, sharing 
a single “protein” category 
with other sources of the 
macronutrient, including 
nuts and seeds, low-fat 
dairy, beans and soy and 
tofu-based products.

Joe Hill, president of the 
Beef Farmers of Ontario, 

was more approving of the 
guide, noting its balanced 
approach to the various 
sources of protein.

“They still included 
beef and red meat as part 
of a balanced diet, 
which I think is 
encouraging,” said 
Hill. “No, it doesn’t 
worry me. I think 
people will make 
choices based on 
their own preference. 
And I think as a food 
guide, to sort of show 
there are a lot of op-
tions available I think 
is a positive thing.”

The organization 
was quick to point 
out that though plant-
based proteins had 
their place, there was 
no easy substitution for 
conventional meats.

“While Canada’s Food 
Guide does recommend 
the incorporation of plant-
based proteins into the di-

FOOD GUIDE: A change in format also brings a change in emphasis away from animal products
FROM | 13 ets of Canadians, 

it is important to 
share that not all 

proteins are creat-
ed equal,” said the 

BFO in a media statement.
“A small amount of lean 

beef can provide high-
quality, readily available 
protein and many other 
nutrients with relatively 
low calories. To get an 
equal amount of protein 
from plant sources could 
mean consuming higher 
volumes and more calories. 
In fact, meats and plant-
based foods are better 
together – the nutrient 
value of both foods 
increases when consumed 
as part of a meal.”

Besides revising 
the types of food 
recommended, the new 
food guide takes a simpler 
approach to food portions. 
Rather than measuring 
food by serving, the 
document recommends 
proportions instead – 
recommending half your 
intake be devoted to fruit 
and vegetables, a quarter 
to proteins, and the 
remaining quarter going to 
whole grains.

To illustrate the point, 
pictured on the front of 

the guide is a plate of food 
with the food types neatly 
divide into three parts. 
Occupying one half of the 
plate are the vegetables 
and colourful fruits; on 
the other half of the plate, 
a quarter is reserved for 
proteins, and the other 
quarter is given to whole 
grain foods. A cup of water 
besides the plate completes 
the ensemble.

Make water your drink of choice says the 
new Canada’s Food Guide.

Township workers are braving the weather to install a much higher fence at the baseball diamond in Elmira Lions Park on Barnswallow 
Drive.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

THE WORK GOES ON, WEATHER OR NOT
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RURAL CONNECTIONS
TECHNOLOGY / OUT ON THE FARM

When we sit down for 
dinner, we often take for 
granted the food security 
we enjoy. We enjoy a vast 
variety of nourishing 
foods, thanks to the good 
work of farmers like San-
dra Vos.  

Vos has dedicated her 
life to caring for others, 
first as a nurse and now as 
a beef farmer. Her back-
ground in nursing has 
shaped how she manages 
the resources in her care.

Owner of a grass-fed 
beef operation near Paris, 
Ontario, Vos applies the 
keen observation skills she 
developed from nursing 
and the interpretation of 
scientific research into 
farming practices that im-
prove her management of 
the cattle, land and water 
in her care.  

“I learned in nursing 
how to access and trans-
late new scientific stud-
ies and I transplant that 
knowledge into what I do 
on the farm and within my 
agricultural community,” 
she explains. “More and 
more, I find myself in awe 
of the power of nature and 
its ability to heal itself. 
If you’re going to farm 
in harmony with nature, 
you must be patient. I feel 
that if you take care of 
the land, it takes care of 
you. That means treating 

Beef 
farmers 
working 
to change 
operations

BEEF | 16

Our farmers provide 
us with nourishing local 
fruits, vegetables, grains 
and more to feed our fam-
ilies. But running a farm 
can be challenging, so it’s 
important for us to sup-
port this essential nation-
al industry. Fortunately, 

Web-based Ag Pal helps producers zero in on relevant government information

there are several govern-
ment resources that can 
help farmers thrive, one 
being AgPal.

This web-based discov-
ery tool helps producers 
and others in the agricul-
ture and agri-business 
sector find the federal, 

provincial and territorial 
agricultural information 
that specifically applies to 
them. It’s a one-stop shop 
for Canadian farmers and 
agri-businesses looking 
for information about gov-
ernment resources, pro-
grams, services, market 

intelligence and research.
Developed by Agri-

culture and Agri-Food 
Canada, AgPal captures 
programs and services 
offered by the federal 
government and their 
provincial and territorial 
partners.  

If you’re a farmer, you 
can use the innovative 
tool to search for pro-
grams and services by 
region, client type, com-
modity, topic, service type 
and category.  
Find more information at 
www.agpal.ca.

LIVESTOCK /  
BEST PRACTICES

Developed by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, AgPal captures programs and services offered by the federal and provincial governments, providing easy access to farmers and the agri-food sector.

Latest support tool 
for Canadian farmers
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it with respect and work-
ing with it as much as you 
can.”

Vos is a mindful steward 
and advocate for consum-
ers, ensuring we have ac-
cess to high-quality beef 
from a sustainable farm. 
As a result of her hard 
work she’s been awarded 
The Environmental Stew-

ardship Award for Ontario.
This award has helped 

raise the bar for all farm-
ers. It is a form of mentor-
ing, continued education 
and peer-to-peer knowl-
edge sharing. It also helps 
to encourage others to 
enhance their own farm-
ing practices and demon-
strates by example how to 
do so.

BEEF: Meeting new demands

FROM | 15

Canadians want to know their food is safe to eat
New rules governing 
food safety are now in 
effect, Ottawa having put 
into effect the Safe Food 
for Canadians Regulations 
(SFCR) as of last week.

The regulations are con-
sistent with international 
standards and make Can-
ada’s food safety system 
even stronger by focusing 
on prevention and allow-
ing for faster removal of 
unsafe food from the mar-
ketplace, Ottawa says.

“By emphasizing 
prevention and faster 
removal of unsafe foods 
from the marketplace, the 
Safe Food for Canadians 
Regulations will build on 
Canada’s world-class food 
safety system and go even 
further to protect Canadi-
ans,” Health Minister Gi-
nette Petitpas Taylor said 
in a release.

The feds say the new 
rules provide greater mar-
ket access opportunities 
for Canadian food products 
exported abroad. In addi-
tion, they will reduce the 
unnecessary administra-
tive burden placed on busi-
nesses by replacing 14 sets 
of regulations with one.

Under the SFCR, food 
businesses that import or 
prepare food for export or 

to be sent across provincial 
or territorial boundaries 
must have a licence.

Businesses are also 
required to have preven-
tive controls that outline 
steps to address potential 
risks to food safety, and 
to trace their food back to 
their supplier and forward 
to businesses who bought 
their products.

While some require-
ments enter into force 
immediately, others will 
be phased in over the fol-
lowing 12-30 months, 
depending on the food 
commodity, type of activity 
and business size. Business 
owners are encouraged to 
consult the sector-specific 
timelines on the Canadian 
Food Inspection Agency 

website to determine if and 
when new requirements 
apply to them.

If a business currently 
has a previous registration 
or licence with the CFIA, 
it will remain valid under 
the SFCR until it expires, 
even if the date of expiry of 
the renewed registration or 
licence occurs after Janu-
ary 15, 2019 (provided there 
is a statement on it indicat-
ing that it is also a licence 
under the Safe Food for 
Canadians Act). 

The United States has 
recently made it a require-
ment for all Canadian busi-
nesses that export food to 
meet their new food safety 
standards. The SFCR will 
permit Canadian food 
businesses to acquire a 

licence that demonstrates 
that they meet the require-
ments under the U.S. For-
eign Supplier Verification 
Program so that they can 
continue trading with the 
United States.

“The Safe Food for 
Canadians Regulations 
are consistent with in-
ternational food safety 
standards, and position 
Canadian food businesses 
to be more innovative 
and competitive, both at 
home and abroad. They 
represent a vital step to-
wards achieving our Gov-
ernment’s trade target of 
growing agriculture and 
food exports to $75 billion 
by 2025,” said Lawrence 
MacAulay, Minister of Ag-
riculture and Agri-Food.
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THE ARTS
ON STAGE / SONG AND DANCE

Here there be manic pixie dream girls
They’re the stars of the show, one inspired by the trope and Garden State in a dance-based take at The Registry Theatre

STEVE KANNON

As played by Natalie 
Portman in Zach Braff’s 
2004 film Garden State, 
Sam was not the first 
manic pixie dream girl to 
grace the silver screen, but 
the role did help define the 
genre. And launch a song-
and-dance theatrical piece 
that takes to the stage 
Saturday night at The Reg-
istry Theatre.

MANICPIXIEDREAM-
GIRLS is a production of 
Rock Bottom Movement, 
and the creation of Alyssa 
Martin. 

A teen when the film 
appeared, Martin later 
discovered she’d been un-
consciously following in 
Sam’s footsteps ... and that 
maybe wasn’t a good thing.

“I was modelling myself 
after her, without knowing 
what I was doing,” she says 
down the line from Rock 
Bottom’s Toronto home 
base, adding how she came 
to see how harmful the 
trope could be. “They’re 
these bizarre, fairy-like 
characters that only serve 
the male character’s story. 
They don’t have their own 
story or life.”

From that realization 
was born a tale in which 
the table is turned and the 
pixie is the star and it’s 
her story that’s being told. 
It lets the pixies do their 
thing in a good way rather 
than playing second ba-
nana to the male lead and 
his needs.

“Our supporting banana 
is a male actor who is sup-
porting the manic pixie 
dream girls,” she laughs.

The term manic pixie 
dream girl (MPDG for 
short) is attributed to 
film critic Nathan Rabin, 
who applied it to Kirsten 
Dunst’s character in the 
Cameron Crowe film 

Elizabethtown. Such a 
character, he said, “ex-
ists solely in the fevered 
imaginations of sensitive 
writer-directors to teach 
broodingly soulful young 
men to embrace life and 

its infinite mysteries and 
adventures.”

The MPDG traces her 
roots back much farther 
than that, however, to the 
likes of Katherine Hepburn 
in 1938’s Bringing Up Baby, 

Marilyn Monroe in Some 
Like It Hot (1959) and Kate 
Hudson in Almost Famous 
(another Crowe film from 
2000). 

Being familiar with the 
trope, and Garden State 
in particular, is helpful 
when heading in to see the 
show, but not essential, as 
it creates a manic pace of 
its own through song and 
dance, says Martin.

“I wouldn’t say it makes 
or breaks it, but it does 
give a little inside edge if 
you’ve seen it recently or 
have an attachment to the 
movie.”

In the end, it’s really 
about entertainment.

In being entertaining, 
the production both takes 
a poke and offers sym-
pathy to the manic pixie 
dream girl.

“Sometimes we’re to-
tally satirizing the trope. 
Sometimes it’s more posi-
tive, where we see the pixie 
break out of the mould,” 
says Martin.

The takeaway message 
comes from each audience 
member.

“It depends on the per-
son. A lot of the response 
from people of [my] gen-
eration is sort of nostalgic. 
Some other people find 
it liberating to see people 
being free to do what they 

Music, dance and an abstract take on the trope are combined in the Rock Bottom Movement production of MANICPIXIEDREAMGIRLS at The 
Registry Theatre in Kitchener on Saturday night. [SUBMITTED]

want.”
Such thought-provoking 

goals are not uncommon 
for Rock Bottom Move-
ment, formed by Martin in 
when she was a third-year 
student at Ryerson Theatre 
School in Toronto. The 
company has since cre-
ated some 15 new works 
that seek to confuse genre 
boundaries and upend au-
dience expectations ... in a 
delightful way.

“Our company does 
works that are a blend of 
theatre and dance,” she 
says. “Our work strives to 
push the boundaries of live 
performance in Canada 
while reaching out to di-
verse and broad audiences, 
many of whom might be 
new to one or more of our 
disciplines. Interesting art 
doesn’t have to be alienat-
ing. In fact, we think the 
most interesting art of all 
strives to be fundamen-
tally not so.”

MANICPIXIEDREAM-
GIRLS come to life Sat-
urday (January 26) at 
7:30 p.m. at The Registry 
Theatre, 122 Frederick St., 
Kitchener. Tickets are $30, 
available by calling 519-
578-1570, online at www.
registrytheatre.com or at 
the door. There’s also an 
option to “pay as you leave 
for enjoyment received.”
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QUALITY COLOUR PHOTO REPRINTS

FROM PAPER TO PRINT

5x7
$11 2nd Print 

only $5.50

8x10
$15 2nd Print 

only $7.50

4x6
$92nd Print 

only $4.50
Visit our website to order any photo in paper or online.

THAT PHOTO IN THE OBSERVER 
CAN BE YOURS.
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•RAY FREDERICK 
•COLIN KROPF 
•JEFF JOHNSON

 All sale prices exclude 
H.S.T, and License Fee. 
Fixed rates, based on 

bi-weekly payments O.A.C. 
Finance rates are only good 

for date of publication.

Need
A New

Vehicle?
Visit us
today!

Call one of
our sales reps

today!

VOISIN CHRYSLER LTD.

CALL ONE OF OUR PROFESSIONAL SALES REPS TODAY: RAY FREDERICK, COLIN KROPF, JEFF JOHNSON. All sale prices exclude H.S.T, and License Fee. Fixed rates, based on bi-weekly payments O.A.C. Finance rates are only good for date of publication.

361 ARTHUR STREET SOUTH, ELMIRA • www.voisinchrysler.com 519-669-2831

2011 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
One owner trade-in. RT model with all-wheel-drive,heated 
leather seats, power driver’s seat, Uconnect with Bluetooth, 
remote start, power sunroof, fog lights and more. Finished in 
silver. Has 155,200 kilometers. $11,995.

132
48 mths
@ 6.74%

$

2013 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
All-wheel-drive, Navigation, heated leather seating, 
power sunroof, rear back-up camera, remote start, 
Uconnect with Bluetooth, fog lights,alloy wheels and 
much more. Finished in black. Has only 75,200 
kilometers. $17,995.

161
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
Low kilometer one owner trade-in. This RT model has 
All-wheel-drive, leather heated seats, heated steering wheel, 
Navigation, power driver’s seat, Uconnect with Bluetooth, 
remote start, backup camera and much more.Finished in 
white. Has only 44,100 kilometers. $19,995.

179
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2015 JEEP CHEROKEE NORTH 
Low mileage on this one owner trade-in.North package 
with V6 engine, 9 speed automatic transmission, heated 
seats, heated steering wheel, Bluetooth, remote start, rear 
backup camera and more. Finished in Granite. Only 49,800 
kilometers.  $20,995..

162
72 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2014 DODGE JOURNEY RT AWD
Nice one owner trade-in.RT model with V6 engine, 
all-wheel drive, heated leather seats, Navigation, rear 
back-up camera, remote start and much more.
Finished in white. Has 85,700 kilometers. $18,995.

170
60 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2018 DODGE DURANGO RT AWD
Awesome performance with 5.7 liter V8 Hemi engine and 
all-wheel drive. Well equipped RT model with 7 
passenger seating, heated front and second row seats, 
performance hood, 20 inch wheel package, Navigation, 
power sunroof and more. Finished in Billet silver metallic. 
Has 46,100 kilometers. $42, 995 

290
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2017 JEEP CHEROKEE LIMITED 4X4
Well equipped Limited package with heated leather 
seats, Navigation, dual pane sunroof, V6 engine,power 
liftgate, backup camera, remote start and more. Finished 
in black. 34,900 kilometers. $29,995.

202
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

2017 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN GT
Sporty GT model with heated front and second row 
leather seats, powerliftgate, power sliding side doors, 
backup camera, Bluetooth phone connectivity, remote 
start and much more. Finished in Billet silver metallic. Has 
51,400 kilometers. $25,995.

176
84 mths
@ 5.99%

$

Taking liberties, Lloyd Webber musical draws on biblical stories

FAISAL ALI

Given that they’re 
sporting bright and bril-
liant costumes, boogie-
woogie dance moves, hip 
thrusts and go-go boots, 
it’s fair to say that this ver-
sion of the biblical tale of 
Joseph takes quite a few 
liberties with the origi-
nal source material. Your 
typical Sunday school 
instruction this is not, but 
Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat 
offers a chance to tell the 
traditional story in a new 
way, and have some fun 
while doing it.

The Breslau Mennonite 
Church will be putting on 
five performances of Jo-
seph starting next week, 
with a full house expected 
at each one.

“We wanted to do some-
thing that had a little bit 
of a faith-based tie in,” 
explains Chris Steingart, 
artistic director for the 
play, who also plays the 
starring role of Joseph. 
“And we definitely wanted 
to do something that was 
accessible, not only to our 
audience who kind of are 
familiar with the songs 

and the show in general, 
but also something that 
would incorporate a wide 
range of ages.”

With a cast and crew of 
some 80 people, mostly 
from the Breslau congre-
gation, Steingart explains 
that they were keen to 
showcase the talents of 
their members young and 
old alike, making Joseph 
the ideal show to put on.

“We’ve tried as much as 
it’s possible to incorporate 
the kids into the story. So 
they’re helping Joseph tell 
the story, they’re comfort-
ing Joseph when he’s in 
prison and kind of down 
and out. And they’re kind 
of his hope.”

The electric show, first 
penned by Andrew Lloyd 
Webber and lyricist Tim 
Rice in 1965, weaves the 
ancient tale of Joseph with 
the modern sensibilities 
of musical theatre, with 
infectious pop rock melo-
dies, elaborate dance num-
bers and quirky humour 
blended into the mix.

“It’s a retelling of the 
biblical story of Joseph,” 
says Steingart. “His father 
had 12 sons, and liked Jo-
seph the most, so Joseph 

is given this beautiful 
Technicolor Dreamcoat. 
And obviously, jealousy 
ensues. The 11 brothers 
plot against Joseph and 
actually sell him off to be 
a slave.”

Sold into slavery and 
carted off to the land of 
Pharaoh (who in this story 
is channeling more of the 
‘King of Rock and Roll’ 
than the King of the Nile), 
Joseph soon finds himself 
in an even worse situation 
when he is accused of a 
crime he didn’t commit 
and thrown in jail. Mean-

while, his scheming broth-
ers steadily come to realize 
the errors of their ways in 
sending Joseph away.

“And it’s told through a 
whole bunch of different 
genres of music: there’s 
some jazz, there’s some ca-
lypso, there’s some coun-
try western music, there’s 
some disco music. And a 
large part of the show is 
the role of the 11 brothers 
- they provide a little bit of 
the comic relief.”

The play touches on a lot 
of the familiar notes of the 
original, incorporating ele-

ments of forgiveness and re-
demption, hope and perse-
verance. But it’s all wrapped 
in the distinctly camp, yet 
undeniably charming and 
colourful trappings of musi-
cal theatre.

“I think it’s a familiar 
story to many,” says Stein-
gart. “We have a lot of out-
side church groups who 
purchased tickets in large 
amounts because they’re 
bringing a group in. So 
it’s a way to experience 
the biblical story through 
song and dance and the-
atre, and I think it’s a fun 

experience. And it’s also, 
I should say, the music 
is really what sticks with 
people.”

This will be Steingart’s 
fourth production of Jo-
seph since high school, 
and he says the show has 
always been immensely 
popular on each occasion. 
This time was no excep-
tion as the Breslau Menno-
nite Church will be putting 
on five performances of 
their show starting next 
week, with all five show-
ings already having sold 
out weeks in advance.

Breslau Mennonite Church to stage five performances of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat

Members of the Breslau Mennonite Church rehearse a scene from Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, which takes to the stage Jan. 31 - Feb. 3. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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ADDRESS
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CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
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sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$9.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$15.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

HELP WANTED

CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Wightman, a leading independent telecom 
company offering internet, digital TV, phone, 

and mobility products,  has an immediate 
opening for a Field Operations Technician.

FIELD OPERATIONS TECHNICIAN
If you are a technician with telecommunications, 
digital TV, and business systems experience, or 
have an electronics background, you may be 
the candidate to join our installation and service 
team. A valid, clean Ontario Driver License is 
required. Applicants must be bondable.

Additional details of the position can be 
found on our website in the Careers section at 
www.wightman.ca

The chosen candidate(s) will play an integral 
part on the company team, delivering award-
winning customer service. Wightman offers 
a competitive compensation package, and 
provides a safe and fulfilling work environment.   

Qualified candidates should send 
resumes by March 1st 2019 to 

fieldoperations@wightman.ca 

We thank all who apply, however only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

HOME  
HARDWARE

MATERIAL  
HANDLERS

JOB FAIR

Each year Home Hardware Stores Limited employs over 
150 Terms and Students to work in the St. Jacobs Dealer 
Support Centre during the summer to cover holiday shifts 
and help during our busiest time of the year. Material 
Handlers pick and pack product for our Dealers.  Must 
be able to perform strenuous physical activities, including: 
walking, standing, bending, lifting and must be willing to be 
trained on powered lift equipment.
Term Material Handlers 
– We are hiring for the Afternoon Shift (3pm-11pm) and 
Night Shift (11pm-7am) from March to October.  Rate of pay 
will start at $18.27, 3 months $19.18, 6 months $20.14, plus 
7.5% shift premium for Afternoons and Nights.
Student Material Handlers 
– We are hiring for the Day Shift (7am-3pm) and the 
Afternoon Shift (3pm-11pm) from May to August.   
Applicants must be 16 years old to be eligible. Students 
need to be available to work Saturdays and public 
holidays as required. Rate of pay for students is $16.00.

AT HOME HARDWARE’S  
DEALER SUPPORT CENTRE

34 HENRY STREET, ST. JACOBS
(ENTER THROUGH RECEPTION)

BRING YOUR RESUME  
AND REFERENCES!

WALK-IN FOR AN INTERVIEW!
Unable to attend?

Please send your resume or inquiries to  
hr@homehardware.ca

We look forward to meeting you!

WE WILL ACCOMMODATE THE NEEDS OF QUALIFIED APPLICANTS UNDER THE HUMAN RIGHTS CODE  
IN ALL PARTS OF THE HIRING PROCESS.

TERM & STUDENT  
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE JOB FAIR

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2019
3:00pm to 6:00pm

ELMIRA OBSV_2019 4col-5.063x4.617-FEB6-19.indd   1 2019-01-11   4:04 PM

www.regionofwaterloo.ca

SCALEPERSONS (SEASONAL)
If you’re a team player who can respond tactfully and courteously to customer 
inquiries, face to face and on the phone, use job-related software such as GEOWARE, 
accurately enter data, operate a computerized weighscale and a cash register, and 
reconcile and balance daily receipts, keep reading. Working up to 24 hours per week, 
various shifts (Monday to Saturday), as assigned, you will operate and maintain a 
computerized vehicle weighscale, process vehicles at transfer stations, and perform 
related activities at a Regional landfill site or transfer station. These temporary, part-
time positions, of approximately 6 months, call for reading, writing and math skills 
typically acquired through a Grade 12 education plus 1 year of customer service and 
cash-handling experience. The ability to read licence plate numbers, tickets, reports, 
computer screen options, policies and procedures, bills of lading, and by-law 98-87, 
update data in customer files, and manually record weighscale tickets if computers 
fail is essential. The successful candidates must provide an acceptable Police 
Information Check (Level 2) for bondability.

Please visit our website for a detailed description of these positions 
(competition #2019-1067), and to apply online before 11:59 p.m., 
Sunday, February 10, 2019.

Serving a diverse population 
of over 560,000, the Region 

of Waterloo is  a growing 
community where people 

matter and ideas grow. Our 
mission is to serve, engage and 
inspire – residents, businesses 

and staff alike. This means 
delivering quality services 
while creating a positive, 

inclusive workplace where 
our employees are valued and 
respected for their talents and 
contributions to our success.

We are committed to diversity and 
inclusion, and thank all applicants 

in advance; however, we will be 
corresponding only with those selected 
for an interview. We will accommodate 
the needs of qualified applicants under 
the Human Rights Code in all parts of 

the hiring process.

Where people matter   
and ideas grow

Rosendale Farms Ltd is a local, independent 
agribusiness serving grain and livestock produc-
ers throughout parts of Waterloo, Wellington and 
Perth counties.  

At this time, we are accepting applications to �ll an

Accounting position. 
Job summary: responsible for all accounting 
functions, up to the preparation of formal year-end 
�nancial statements as well as payroll and 
employee bene�ts administration.

Speci�c duties include: Monthly preparation of 
journal entries and bank recs, accurate and timely 
�ling of HST, WSIB and EHT returns, semi-monthly 
payroll, liaison with external accounting �rm for 
annual review engagement and other duties as 
required.

Experience and skills: a minimum of 5 years 
accounting experience and accounting/bookkeep-
ing designation is preferred, excellent ability to work 
independently within a team environment and 
provide excellent customer service.

 Our ideal candidate will be ambitious, organized 
with excellent attention to detail to provide 
accurate results.

Resumes should be emailed to
info@rosendalefarms.com

We are currently looking for dedicated, 
passionate employees for our growing 

landscape company.

We have positions available for our winter snow 
plowing/sidewalk teams as well as our summer 

maintenance team. Wages range from 
14-25$/hr based on experience. We also offer 
wage premiums and incentives for winter such 
as +3$/hr for operators, +6$/hr for sidewalk 
crew members, attendance bonuses, profit 

sharing and guaranteed pay.

Applicants can apply via our webpage 
Gelderman.com/careers or

email mblinkhorn@gelderman.com

Email resume to staff@freyshatchery.com 
or call Marty at 519-897-3209 for more info.

JOIN OUR TEAM!  Frey’s Hatchery has 
an immediate opening for a motivated 
general laborer. 
Duties include:
chick handling, egg handling and clean-up. 

Competitive wage.

DAVID CARSON FARMS & 
AUCTION SERVICES LTD.

SAT. JANUARY 26TH – 11:00 A.M. – Beef 
Cow & Calf Sale. Offering cows, breeder bulls, 
and cow/calf pairs. Cull cows at 11A.M. followed 
by Stocker sale. Consignments Accepted! 
WED. FEBRUARY 13TH – 11:30 A.M. – 
Dairy Sale. Offering registered and grade, fresh 
and springing young Holstein cows and heifers. 
Open & Bred heifers will start at 11:30 A.M. prior 
to the Dairy Sale. Consignments Welcome!

Carson’s Auction Service 
R.R.#3 Listowel, ON  N4W 3G8

Tel: 519-291-2049  |  Fax: 519-291-5065
Website: www.davidcarson.on.ca  |  Email: info@davidcarson.on.ca

AUCTION

HELP WANTED

MORE HELP WANTED, AUCTIONS 
AND WORD ADS ON PAGE 20
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CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

LISTINGS NEEDED! PLEASE CALL!

$469,900 

Quaint very well maintained 1 ½ sto-
rey with a large updated kitchen com-
plete w/island, ceramic backsplash & 
dinette area. Livingroom, 2 bedrooms 
on the main floor – with hardwood 
floors.Upper master suite with 4 pc en-
suite& walk-in closet. Finished rec rm 
w/wet bar electric F.P., den/office & 4 
pc bathroom. Walk-up to fenced yard.
Beautifully landscaped with pergola, 
covered deck & hot tub. Steps from the 
rec. centre. MLS 

6 ERNST ST., ELMIRA

SOLD

Fab, Welding, Wood & Shop Equipment

www.mrjutzi.ca         519-648-2111

M.R. Jutzi Auctions
VIEWING:  Friday Jan 25th, 2019, 1 pm to 5 pm

TERMS: $500 Deposit on Major Items, or as announced.

DIVISION 658347 ONTARIO INC.

AUCTION

Sat Jan 26th 9:30am
BRESLAU AIRPORT ROAD AUCTION COMPLEX 
5100 FOUNTAIN ST, North, BRESLAU (Kitchener)

to be held at

No Buyers Premium!!!
Check Website for Up to date lists & Pictures!!!!

Wood & Metal Lathes * B&B Box/Finger Brake
Mini CNC Mill * Mig & AC/DC Welders

2-Rigid 300’s * Ratchet Threaders *  Sanders
16”Cutoff Saws * Drill Press * Wood Bandsaws
5- Port Bandsaws * Roto Hammers * Torches

20+ Cordless tools * Radial Arm Saw * Grinders
Heater * Wobble Lights * Anchors & Bolts
Temp Elec Panels * “BRITE” Decking Hdw 
3- Canoe Molds (14’/16’/18’) * Shop Vacs
5- SNAP-ON Scanners * Thickness Planer 

100+ Abrasive & Cutoff Blades *Cement Mixer 
Vintage Lantern/Stoves * Cast Iron Pans

30+ Axes, Hatchets, Knives, Sledges & Mauls 
2Man, Buck & Handsaws * Wooden Crates

Double SS Sink * 3dr SS Cooler * Etc

LARGE MULTIPLE  
ESTATE AUCTION

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Office: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website: www.bowmanauctions.ca 

of Shop Tools, Battery Scooter, Furniture, 
Antiques and Household Effects.  
SATURDAY JANUARY 26 2019 

SALE STARTS AT 10:00 AM
Sale to be held at #7213 Line 86 Wallenstein

Approximately 6 km west of Elmira 
Power Scooters  4 wheel scooter big tires, new batteries 
(nice), power wheel chair new batteries (nice).
Shop Equipment and Tools Heavy large bench vice, 
floor model and bench top drill presses, steel chop saw, 
metal banding machine, Lincoln stik welder, heavy steel 
floor model tool box, table saw, 12 volt 2000lb winch, 
stainless Shop Vac, large scroll saw, vertical belt sand-
er on stand, alum step ladders, Handyman jacks, floor 
jacks, mitre saws, routers, grinders, tile saw, lots of good 
small hand tools, stacking steel bins, forks for overhead 
crane and more. 
Misc  Maple Syrup press, sap vacuum pump, floor mod-
el copier machines, large garbage cans, storage totes w 
lids, new plastic shovels, nice large and small bikes, kids 
wagons, snow shoes, 3 tier stainless table on wheels, 
table full of toy tractors and trucks, fold up power tread-
mill, filing cabinets, area rugs, plastic shelf units, table 
full of good glass ware too much to list. A few portable 
sewing machines. 
Furniture 3 pc brown floral sofa set, 3 pc double size 
grey bedroom set, sewing cabinets, oak coffee table, 
oak tea wagon, brown recliner, small brown sofa bed, 
Grandfather clock, extension tables, blue office desk, 
3/4 bed complete, book shelves, dressers, 2 and 4 
door china cabinets, 6 oak kitchen chairs, office chairs, 
small fire proof safe, parlour tables, metal patio storage 
box, chrome framed stacking chairs w arms, and more
Gas Power Equipment Stihl Quick cut w new piston 
and cylinder, straight shaft string trimmers, hand held 
leaf blower, Husqvarna 350 and 570 chain saws, walk 
behind snow blowers. 
Notes A large auction with lots of unlisted items.

AUCTION

AUCTION

PUBLIC NOTICE

MAINTENANCE MECHANIC

  

 

 

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefi ts 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

   

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIM IT ED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com
We thank all applicants for their 

interest but only those considered 
will be contacted.

• Have above average mechanical skills
• Perform repairs & preventative 

maintenance on all shop equipment
• Trouble shoot & diagnoses electrical & 

mechanical problems for welders, plasmas 
& all metal fab equipment

• Good knowledge of Electricity
• Set- up mig & stick welders and operate
• Set-up Torches, Plasma & Tig Welder 

and operate
• Have own hand goods 
• Keep record of equipment repairs 

& inspections
• Able to read blueprints
• Have Fitter Welder qualifications

FOR CUSTOM METAL FAB SHOP
QUALIFICATIONS

WE’RE LOOKING FOR:

Fitter Welder  
(minimum 3 years experience)
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.)
 

Mig Welder 
(must be able to pass CWB welding test, 
G.M.A.W. F.C.A.W.) 
Are you capable of: 
• Layout of plate and sheet metal from       
   blueprints 
• Able to work with minimum supervision 
• High quality workmanship 
• Regular and punctual attendance 

Spray Painter 
Knowledge of:
• Electrostatic 
• Air assisted airless 
• Conventional Pot Gun would be an asset 

WE OFFER:
• Competitive wages 
• Company uniforms 
• Pension plan 
• Company benefits 

Apply in person between 8:30 a.m. –
4:30 p.m.  OR fax or e-mail resume to:

DO YOU WANT?
A wide range of jobs? 

Welding?
Millwrighting? 

Assembly? 
Blueprint reading?

Inside work? 
Outside work?
Responsibility? 

Then you should 
be working for us.

M&G 
MILLWRIGHTS 

LIMITED

R.R.#1 Reg. Rd. 19
(1540 Floradale Rd.)  Elmira, ON

   519-669-5105
fax: 519-669-1450

email: bob@mgmill.com

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED REAL ESTATE

CLASSIFIED 
LISTINGS

Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

FEBRUARY REC CORNER
February 1 Sweep by the WMC for one of the many draws happening as part of the 

Ontario Provincial Curling Championships. Tournament, Jan 27th- Feb 3rd
February 3 Aquamat class 7:15pm $13.56 per person. Please register at least one week before.
February 8 Together is Better! Join Community Care Concepts every 2nd and 4th Friday 

of the month at the Heidelberg Community Centre!
February 9 Ready, Set, Craft! Your child will make their own Valentines to send to their 

friends and family. Participants will make 20 Valentines cards in this fun 
class! Program for kids 5-14. Register at www.woolwich.ca

February 10 Aquamat class at the WMC 7:15pm. Please register at least one week in advance.
February 11 WMC now offers Fitness Lite for $25/month you have access to the fitness 

centre and select fitness classes Monday to Friday from 8-4pm. 
February 12 Now accepting applications for Summer Camp positions. All interested applicants 

can apply online at www.woolwich.ca under Employment Opportunities.
February 13 2019 Seniors Fair will take place at Calvary United Church in St. Jacobs. 

Lunch and snacks are included. Register early by calling 519-664-1900 or 
1-866-664-1900.

February 15 Kids Night out at the Breslau Community Centre! Join us from 5:30-10pm.  
A craft, sports and games, dinner, movie and popcorn are included.  
Register early to ensure availability.

February 17 Aquamat Class at 7:15pm. Please register a week ahead to reserve a mat.
February 18 Family Day! Heidelberg Winter fun Day 2-4pm at the Heidelberg Community 

Centre and various activities throughout the day at the WMC including free 
swimming, skating, and family fitness.

February 22 Kids Night Out at the Heidelberg Community Centre and the Woolwich 
Memorial Centre. Join us from 5:30-10pm. A craft, sports and games, dinner, 
movie and popcorn are included. Register early to ensure availability. 

February 24 The Breslau Recreation Association is hosting their annual winter breakfast. 
Find details on the Facebook page @BreslauRec for event details. 

LISTINGS
CONTINUED  
ON PAGE 21

HELP WANTED

FULL TIME OR part time position available 
at Schnurr’s Grocery Store in Linwood. 
Call 519-897-2600.

WORK WANTED

GOOD, RELIABLE DRYWALL taping and 
sanding work. No job is too small. 226-
622-7648.

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, new, never 
used, still in sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35. 519-635-8737.

TORO SNOW THROWER.  21”, 5.5hp gas 
engine, electric start. Very good condi-
tion. $325. Call 519-669-0399.

AUCTIONS

LARGE MULTIPLE ESTATE Auction of shop 
tools, battery scooter, furniture, antiques 
and house hold effects. Sale to be held 
at #7213 Line 86 Wallenstein approx. 6 
km west of Elmira. Saturday, January 
26 10:00 AM. Gerald Bowman Auctions 
519-638-5708.

AUCTION SALE OF Trucks, car, tractors, 
combine, machinery and miscellaneous 
items, to be held at 50 Wilmot Line, 
Waterloo - I mile west of Waterloo or 
2 miles east of St. Agatha (north off 
Erb’s Rd.), for Hergott Farms Ltd. (Tony 
Hergott), on Wednesday, January 30th @ 
10:00 a.m. Gerber auctions Ltd. 519-699-
4451 or 519-698-0138 

AUCTION SALE OF Antiques, stamps, household 
goods & miscellaneous items, to be held at the 
K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley, for the Earl Stieler Estate, Waterloo & 
additions, on Saturday, February 16th @ 10:00 a.m. 
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 or 698-0138. 
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REAL ESTATE

Thinking of Buying or Selling? Call or email today for a FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION, OPINONS of VALUE!

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

www.thefreyteam.com

ELMIRA COMMERCIAL FOR LEASE

Contact us by email: mildred@thefreyteam.com

Len Frey
Sales Representative

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6368

Mildred Frey
Broker

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6970

5& 7 Church St. West Elmira: FOR LEASE:  
This unit consists of 1,527 sq. ft. @11.00 on the 
main st just before the bank.  And is part of 
Kitchen Kuttings cheese store.  Can be shown 
with 24 hours notice during working hours.  
Great location call to view. MLS 30698515

4-112 Oriole Parkway Elmira: FOR LEASE  
Unit is 1,821 Sq. ft. @ 10.00 in a very active 
mall.  Other tenants are laundry, pizza, hair 
salon, and mini-mart.  Fantastic location for 
any business.  Wide spread of uses. Require 24 
hours notice.  Call to view. MLS 30681168

5-112 Oriole Parkway Elmira: FOR LEASE  
Unit is 1,310 Sq. ft. @ 10.00 in the same mall 
as above.  This unit is vacant and can be 
shown on short notice during daylight hours.  
Evenings might need 24 hours.  Has a 
reception area in the front.  Great spot in an 
active mall.  Call to view. MLS 30677552

Drayton -  Newly built bungalow in Drayton with triple car heated garage!!!Entertaining has never been easier with the bright, large open living 
area, beautiful kitchen with island & walk-out to covered 8ft x 15ft deck.  This 3 bedrm home provides a spacious master bedrm with a walk-in 
closet & ensuite bathrm.  Situated on an oversized lot equipped with an invisible fence & walking distance to doctors office, library, grocery & 
elementary school.  You will have no problem storing your vehicles & enjoying your hobbies in your heated triple car garage. Shows AAA!    

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated 3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

����������������������������������������
������	����

Drayton -  A rare opportunity to own a custom built bungalow in a picturesque country setting only 30 minutes to KW. This meticulously maintained home has an open 
concept feel and is finished from top to bottom.  With the sprawling island, formal living room, family room and main floor laundry, this home has been well thought 
out. Entertaining is a breeze in this huge rec room, two bedrooms and an office in the basement.  In addition to the single garage, the 24X24 ft detached workshop will 
impress. Call today to visit this property!

$899,900$899,900$649,000$649,000

OPEN HOUSE Saturday January 26th 1-3pm 
55 River Run Road, Drayton

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

®
REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Dale R. Keller
Sales Representative 

410 Conestogo Road, Unit 210, Waterloo, ON N2L 4E2

519.747.0231 (Office)
519.500.1865 (Direct)

www.KellerSellsRealEstate.com | dale@kellersellsrealestate.com

For a free, no obligation, consultation on Buying or Selling,  
call Dale direct at 519-500-1865.

Drayton | $419,900
Nice open concept bungalow on a good sized lot backing onto schoolgrounds . 
3+2 bedrooms and 2 full baths for the growing family. Enjoy the gas fireplace in 
the finished rec room. Lots of storage. MLS Call Dale direct.

Serving the community for 27 years!

Your referrals are appreciated!

EMAIL: bert@remaxsolidgold.biz

www.remaxsolidgold.biz

Re/max Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage

Independently Owned and Operated

Bert MartinBROKER

3 Arthur St. S. ElmiraDIRECT: 519-572-2669
OFFICE: 519-669-5426

 

FREE Market Evaluation

OPEN HOUSE Saturday, Jan 26,  2-4pm
69 Arthur St N, Elmira

$409,900 ELMIRA
Location! Location! Location! Great Starter offers 
renovated kitchen, formal dining room with walk 
out to deck and rear yard, cozy living room, family 
room, three bedrooms, rec room and bathroom. 
Detached garage and paved drive. MLS. Call Bert 
to view.

$399,900 ELMIRA
Older two and a-half storey with beautiful original 
wood trim, wide baseboards, stained glass, four 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, large formal dining 
rooms with solid pocket doors to large formal 
living room and detached garage. Backing to 
green space. MLS. Call Bert to view.

SOLD

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

PARADIGM ELMIRA HOMES
ONLY ONE UNIT REMAINING IN THE 
FIRST PHASE OF TOWN HOMES! 

Base Price includes finished basement $492,000.  2+1 bedroom, 3 
full bathrooms, central air conditioning, gas fireplace, hardwood 
& ceramic flrs, custom kitchen with island, master ensuite, main 
floor laundry, walkout + more!  EXCLUSIVE

 

WANT TO SELL? CALL US TODAY TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR PROPERTY IS WORTH!

$409,000  BUNGALOW 
Ideal retirement home in 
move-in ready condition. 
Bright open concept 
living/dining area. Lower 
level recroom. Beautiful 
yard 60' x 135' to create 
your own garden or 
simply enjoy the lovely 
space.  MLS

$719,000 Shop - 1/2 acre lot, 4500 sq ft main level plus 2nd floor office and 
mezzanine, zoning allows for light industrial, warehousing. 
 $749,000  Home. 1/2 acre lot overlooking picturesque farming countryside 
located on a dead end Street.  4 Level back split offers walkout off breakfast 
nook and the family room to a in ground pool.  MLS

HAWKESVILLE - 2 SEPERATE DEEDS - SHOP AND HOUSE

$444,000  BUNGALOW  
Looking to down size, look no 
further.  This cozy well cared for 
brick home is located on a quiet 
street and minutes walk to the 
Community Centre or downtown. 
77' x 105' mature lot and a single 
garage.  MLS

$599,000  FAMILY HOME 
Desirable area of Elmira, spacious 4 
level backsplit. 3+ bedrooms, 2 
baths.  Open concept updated 
kitchen overlooks lower level family 
room. Walkout to private deck and 
lovely yard.  Formal dining and living 
rooms, 4th level would make an 
amazing games room. MLS

$509,000 GLEN ALLAN 
Own a piece of history - walk up the original walk and 
step inside to this 2006 converted 1800's church to 
home.  Double brick, plenty of windows and deep 
sills, 12' ceilings in the open concept great room, 
kitchen and dining room ideal for family get-togeth-
er's. Huge basement with walkout offers many 
options and a convenient work shop. Grab a coffee 
and take a drive, it maybe what you are looking for. 
NEW MLS

$629,900  ELMIRA
Impressive 3 bedroom, 4 bathroom 
family home, spacious kitchen 
w/appliances open to the living rm 
with hardwood flr & gas fireplace, 
w/out to large deck & fenced yard, 
oversized master bedroom has 
walk-in closet & 4 piece ensuite, 
lower level rec room with gas 
fireplace!  NEW MLS

3/4+ ACRE PICTURESQUE VILLAGE SETTING 

OPEN HOUSE | SAT, JAN 26TH 
122 PM •  244 PARK AVE WEST, ELMIRA

OPEN HOUSE | SAT, JAN 26TH 
10AM12 PM •  7806 WELLINGTON ROAD 45, GLEN ALLAN

LISTINGS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

FARM SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS Agricultural 
Spray Lime, 22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN - at com-
petitive pricing. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice salt comes in 
20 & 40kg’s, Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN SCREENING 
Delivered by Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner Trucking 
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

FARM SERVICES

ORGANIC FERTILIZER FOR sale. Sulfur 90 
and Sulfate Potash. Call George Haffner 
Trucking at 519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

TRADES & SERVICES

RON’S DRYWALL AND Renovations. Over 
35 years experience. Please call 519-496-
7539 or email ron.spncr@gmail.com

COMING EVENTS

KARATE! SESSION 3 BEGINS FEB. 11TH AT 
SCHWEITZER’S MARTIAL ARTS. Learn Self-
defense, Self-discipline, Self confidence. 
No experience needed. Beginners 
welcome! GROUP CLASSES FOR AGES 
4 TO ADULT Taught by Sensei Becky 
Schweitzer, 3rd Degree Black Belt and 

World Karate Champion. Location at the 
Heidelberg Community Centre – 2915 
Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg. Our 10 week 
session $90 + HST. Call 519-580-1418 or 
e-mail becky_schweitzer@hotmail.com

THE SHAREHOLDERS OF the Elmira 
Farmers’ Shed will hold their Annual 
Meeting in the Farmer’s Plus Board Room 
on Fri. Jan. 25, 2019 at 1:30 p.m.
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YOUR 
BUSINESS

RIGHT 
HERE.

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Humidity or Heating
Issues in Your Home?

CALL 519-206-0336
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE   www.koebelhcm.com

Give us a call or visit us online.

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN

 5196695557

VAN AND MINIBUS TRANSPORTATION
“Specializing in small group charters”

Visit our website!
countrymilebl.com Elmira, ON

CALL 
TO BOOK! 

TODAY.
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DEATH NOTICES
FREY, ALMEDA (NEE Horst) - Passed away peacefully at St. 
Mary’s Hospital in Kitchener, on Monday, January 14, 2019, at 
the age of 75 years.

HASSON, AUDREY MARGARET  - Passed away at Twin Oaks of 
Maryhill on January 11, 2019 at the age of 88 years.

MARTIN, SAMUEL M. - Passed away peacefully at his home, RR 
2, Elmira, on Sunday, January 13, 2019, at the age of 91 years. 

MILLER, RICHARD JAMES - Passed away peacefully at the Free-
port Campus of Grand River Hospital on Wednesday, January 
16, 2019 at the age of 83 years.

MOYER, FREDERICK JOSEPH - Passed away peacefully at Wel-
lington Terrace, Fergus, on Saturday, January 19, 2019, at the 
age of 86 years.

FAMILY ALBUM
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

PRINTING SERVICES

Fisher, Lois (nee Metzger)
Passed away peacefully on Thursday, 
January 17, 2019, at St. Joseph’s Hospice, 
Guelph, at the age of 84 years. Beloved 
wife of the late Ken Fisher (2014). Dear 
mother of Brenda Fisher, Dennis and 
his wife Marlene, and Brad and his 
wife Cheryl. Loved grandmother of 
Trevor Fisher and his wife Tanya, Mike 
Fisher, Alex Fisher, and great-grandma of 
Mya Fisher. Sister of Bob and his wife 
Karen Metzger. Lois will be missed by 
her nieces, nephews and their families. 
Predeceased by her parents Martin and 
Thelma (Cookman) Metzger. The family 
received their relatives and friends on 
Sunday, January 20, 2019 from 2-5 p.m. 
at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62  
Arthur St. S., Elmira. A funeral service 
was held on Monday, January 21, 2019 at 
11 a.m. at the Calvary United Church, 
48 Hawkesville Rd., St. Jacobs. Interment 
in the adjoining cemetery. In Lois’ 
memory, donations to Elmira District 
Community Living or St. Mary’s Cardiac 
Care Unit would be appreciated as 
expressions of sympathy. 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Morden, Edwin

A beautiful life that 
came to an end.

He died as he lived, 
Everyone’s friend.

In our hearts memories 
will always be kept 

Of one we loved
And will never forget.

July 31, 1928 - January 22, 2019

Fondly remembered by wife Joyce and family.

John Wideman

One precious to our hearts has gone,
The voice and smile we loved is stilled

The place made vacant in our heart
Can never more be filled.

Our Father in his wisdom called
The one his love had given,

And so on Earth the body lays
His soul is safe in Heaven.

Lovingly remembered by
John & Brenda

Nephews John & Pam
Joseph & Theresa

Great nieces and nephews
Kaitlyn, Makena, Joshua, Jackson,

Jarek, Josiah, Tessa Mae.

July 5, 1951 - January 27, 2004

In Our Hearts Forever

After 30 years and 7 months of work, he is 
still smiling!! Congrats on the Retirement 

Dad, We love you and hope you can learn to 
stop checking your phone every time it is 

snowing!!

Love Matt, Jenn, Lowen, Wes, Megan, Brooke, 
Katie, Lucas, Alysa and Skyler

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMRETIREMENT

DISHING OUT A FIRE CALL

The Woolwich Fire Department responded 
Tuesday to a possible structure fire at 30 
Rhine Meadow Road in Heidelberg. The 
culprit was an overheated dishwasher, 
resulting in little damage and no injuries. 
[VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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LIVING HERE
OUT OF DOORS / COMMUNING WITH NATURE

It’s nearing the end of 
January, and our little fam-
ily has been fighting that 
seasonal bug, unfortunate-
ly. We try to do the right 
things: outdoor time, wash 
our hands, lots of clean-
ing, balanced with lots of 
immunity-building foods. 

Nutrition is the build-
ing blocks to health, so 
we remind ourselves 
every day to keep on 
track and treat our body 
with respect. When you 
feel low, get some rest 
and rise the next day re-
freshed and ready to go. 

To help with that, to-
morrow will be a chicken 
noodle soup kind of day – 
comfort is also important 
in wellness. For everyone 
in our home, getting on 
the road to feeling better 
starts with a good bowl 
of soup. This soup also 
makes good takeout, per-
fect for that friend stuck 
at home trying to heal. 
For those hit by the bug, 
get well soon. 

And happy cooking!

You can’t 
go wrong 
with 
chicken 
soup at this 
time of the 
year when 
bugs hit

CHEF’S TABLE | 27

FAISAL ALI

BIRDERS | 27

Weighing in at up to a 
kilogram, the barred owl is 
by no means the smallest 
bird on the bark. With its 
dark soulful eyes, roly-poly 
body and distinctive “oo-
ah” call, the melancholy 
barred owl is a sight to 
behold ... if it can be found 
to be seen at all. Though 
known to venture up across 
the southern Canadian bor-
der, the molted brown and 
white bird can seamlessly 
blend into the wooded 
forests during the daytime 
hours.

So feathers were defi-
nitely ruffled when local 
residents and avid bird-
watchers spotted the elu-
sive nocturnal bird out in 
the St. Jacobs countryside.

“I was walking a couple 
of weeks ago [along] the 
Three Bridges, towards 
Front Street on the mill 
race,” recalled St. Jacobs 
resident Yvonne Kurtz. 
“And just before the farm-
er’s bridge, I noticed a tree 
was cut down, one that 
a beaver had eaten. And 
then I was looking down, 
I looked up right into the 
eyes of the barred owl.”

Kurtz was out for her 
daily walk along the village 
trails last Friday when she 
came upon the bird hiding, 
as it were, in plain sight.

“I’m not a fast walker, 
and I just love walking the 
mill races. I think it’s stress 
relief, and you get to see 
so much,” said Kurtz, who 
was out walking the trail 

Birders making the trek to St. Jacobs trail following sightings of an elusive barred owl

Tuesday.
As she talked, she fed 

lunch to a small handful 
of birds that were milling 
around her, including blue 
jays, the white-breasted 
nuthatch, downy wood-
pecker and black-capped 
chickadees. Kurtz has kept 
track of the birds she’s 
encountered during her 

walks, and to date says 
she’s come across some 106 
varieties along the trail.

“About 12 people walked 
past the owl and didn’t 
even notice. It had come 
down to eat and went back 
into the woods maybe 
about 30 feet, and you 
couldn’t see it unless it 
moved.”

The sightings prompted 
other birders out to navi-
gate the St. Jacobs trails, 
including members of 
Waterloo Region Nature. 
The group travelled an 
hour up the Mill Race Trail, 
stopped for coffee and re-
freshments, and then made 
their way back.

“We have outings all the 

time, all year long. And this 
is just a little mid-winter 
walk to walk along and see 
whatever species we can 
see,” said David Gascoigne, 
who led a group for a morn-
ing walk on Tuesday.

“But the star attraction 
here has been the presence 

CHEF’S TABLE/    
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE
NOTES

This sleepy-eyed owl was the cause of some excitement in the township this past week. St. Jacobs resident Yvonne Kurtz photographed the nocturnal hunter taking a snooze along the 
village trails last week. [YVONNE TAYLOR KURTZ  |  SUBMITTED]

The bird is the word, 
and the word is out

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited  
Test & Repair Facility

Leroy’s Auto Care Fun Facts
• Number of vehicles that have come to 

Leroy’s Auto Care in the last year - 8,621

• Hours worked by employees - 31,982 Hours
• Services completed in the last year - 4,122
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

Your First Step to 
Better Hearing

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

Vacuum Sales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profit local community events that are offered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

JANUARY 25

PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF Insect Borne 
Diseases at Woolwich Community Health Centre, St. 
Jacobs from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. 

JANUARY 26

SPAGHETTI DINNER & SALAD Bar at The Elmira Legion. 
2 sittings - 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets can be purchased 
in advance at the Legion 519-669-2932. Adults $10; 
Children 5 -10 yrs. $4. Under 5 yrs. $2.

JANUARY 28

COMMUNICATION AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION, 6:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Woolwich Community 
Health Centre.  Learn tips for clarifying your goals 
in a dispute & how to generate win-win solutions, 
especially in situations in which mental health 
concerns are involved. Daniel Bader Ph. D., Social 
Worker.

JANUARY 29

H.U.G.S. SWEET DREAMS, PRESENTED by sleep 
consultant, Angie Strauss. Come meet with other 
parents to discuss parenting and child health issue. 
9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. at Woolwich Community Health 
Centre, St. Jacobs.

FEBRUARY 2

EARLY VALENTINES DANCE AT the Elmira Legion from 
8 p.m. to 1 a.m. $15/person. Limited tickets. Light 
lunch provided. Live band: Kanyon.

FEBRUARY 6

YOUNG AT HEART CLUB. Join us for cards, friends 
and of course snacks! 1p.m. to 4 p.m. at St. Clements 
Community Centre.

FEBRUARY 9

LIONS TRIVIA CHALLENGE AT Lions Hall, Elmira. Join 
other teams battling over the most obscure facts in 
this exciting and fun filled Trivia Challenge. Prizes! 
7 p.m. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. $20/person or $160/
team of 8

FEBRUARY 14

EVERGREEN SENIORS’ FELLOWSHIP. “MUSIC and 
Drama” with David and Nancy Seiling. Ventriloquists. 
“Valentine Memories”  Evergreen show and tell. 
Join us at Woodside Church, Elmira at 10:30 a.m. $7 
donation includes hot lunch.

NEW HORIZONS, A GROUP for boomers, zoomers and 
seniors. Be informed, inspired and socialize. Enjoy 
coffee or tea and a delicious snack. $2 admission. 
Kevin Snyder, Heritage Farms will speak on “The 
Sweet Smell of Success and Maple Syrup.”

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Breslau Community Centre 
at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you to join 
us for a light lunch and fellowship. $7. Please call 519-
664-1900 by noon Feb 11 to sign up.

FEBRUARY 18

FAMILY FUN DAY AT Floradale Mennonite Church, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Featuring two shows by children’s 
entertainer Barry O (ll a.m. and 1 p.m.) Bouncy castle, 
games, magic shows and cookie decorating.

ELMIRA & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL Society presents: 
Andria Fromanger “Rare and Unusual Houseplants.” 
at Trinity United Church, Elmira 7:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Members free; $2 for non-members.

FEBRUARY 19

TUESDAY LUNCHEON AT GALE Presbyterian Church, 
Elmira from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Ham & scalloped 
potatoes, hot vegetable, salad, bread, cherry 
cheesecake, beverage. $12 per person.

FEBRUARY 20

YOUNG AT HEART CLUB make your own lavender scented 
hand salve with  Louisa. Please call 226-789-8904 or 
email s.mar@sympatico.ca to reserve. Space is limited. 1 
p.m. to 4 p.m. at St. Clements Community Centre.

WOOLWICH SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION BOOK Club at 
Woolwich Community Centre, 10 a.m. Our book 
selection is “Blindness” by author Jose Saramago. 
Come on out and join the conversation. Limited 
number of copies available for lone. Call 519-669-2643.

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Wellesley Community 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship. $7. Please 
call 519-664-1900 by Feb 15 to sign up.

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

10: 45 am Worship Service

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30 am Sunday School 

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Jesus Is The True King

Sunday, Jan 27th

10:45 am

Speaker: Josh K

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church
Worship: 9:30am

God’s Story, Our Story
Fred Lichti preaching

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:00 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service REACH OUT

Spread the word, 
advertise your service 
here every week.

To place an ad, or learn more, call Donna Rudy

519-669-5790 ext. 104519-669-5790 ext. 104
www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.
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ACROSS
1. Toilers
6. Oxygenates
13. Soak, to loosen fibres
16. Cowboy clownfest
17. Buzzing right to it
18. “Give it ___!”
19. Army knife
21. Car accessory
22. Crumb
23. “___ the fields we go”
24. Lying, maybe
25. Respectfully correct 

Gypsies
29. Evaporating anger
32. Trump’s was smaller than 

he thought when he did it
34. Common to tardiness, 

disliking, entrance
35. All that glitters isn’t
36. Pirated appendage
37. Day to relax
38. I don’t know much, but 

know what I like
41. Heartless man
43. Fold, spindle or mutilate
45. Snake fish
46. Baby’s slimy word
47. Unchanging charges
52. Consumes
53. Atlantic catch

54. Bird ___
55. Most dismissive of the 

pets
56. “___ he drove out of 

sight...”
57. Drugs are bad, m’___!
58. 30-day mo.
60. “Yes, ___”
63. Unchanging in stone
64. Quarters, on the side
67. Gd
71. Sadly serious
72. Fe
73. “C’___ la vie!”
74. Pimple
75. “Act your ___!”
76. Man-making
83. Discouraging words
84. Tar sand oil
85. Cheerful, Indonesian
86. Peace-making invention
87. As
88. NME
DOWN
1. None of your business 

actually pronoun
2. “___ la la!”
3. Altar avowal
4. You can spend it in 

Romania
5. “Bye now”

6. “Not on ___!” (“No 
way!”)

7. Always, in verse
8. Fixes most computers
9. Cause of hereditary varia-

tion
10. Crownette
11. Rear, back, times
12. Undergo, as in army 

service
13. Judaic scholar
14. Wading bird
15. Apple-polisher
20. Dessicate
24. Sounds like a fix for what 

ails you
25. Fight, match, election 

meddle
26. Yoko, screaming 

disappointment
27. Maltose cleaver
28. CRA nightmare
29. Vagus related
30. Get thin at one end
31. Efficiently spaced font
33. Correct
37. How things are planned
38. Perturb
39. Untrue and stupid asser-

tion
40. To play with, as in emotion
42. Back to being unpopular 

musicians
44. Call, as a game
47. “___’s got it!”
48. And feather
49. Cousin of a raccoon
50. Allegation
51. Beast of burden
59. Bow wax
61. At the moment 

I need cash quickly
62. In black
63. “My boy”
64. Error
65. Fall
66. Writ
67. Finn McCool, for one
68. Third most abundant gas 

in atmosphere
69. _____ whate’er you 

wanteth
70. Settles in sticks
74. Corrosion plating
76. Have one of these, you can 

do anything. 
Right?! /s

77. Suck it out of the room
78. Hawaiian garland
79. Liberator’s meditative 

computer (Blakes 7,BBC)
80. Anger
81. Poor old Chimpsky
82. Chipper

Whisky or whiskey, keepin’ it real is the science of food-fraud researchers

ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY: 
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. Getting ready to open 
your favourite bottle of 
Scotch, you notice that it 
seems slightly off-colour 
and a little too full. “Oh, 
no! Could this be whisky 
fraud?”
A. “Fakes are often a 
response to sudden bursts 
of demand for a particular 
product. Counterfeit Scotch, 
for example, is most com-
mon in places where legiti-
mate suppliers cannot keep 
pace with consumers’ thirst 
for the liquor,” says Lucas 
Laursen in “Scientific Ameri-
can” magazine. Owners of 
the high-end brands are hurt 
by the fraud, but consumers 
can pay a higher price, be-
coming ill or even dying, as 

happened recently in India 
where six people died and 30 
were sickened from metha-
nol poisoning after drinking 
black market liquor. Plus, 
profits for counterfeiters can 
be high, while the sentences 
for getting caught are much 
more lenient than those for 
trafficking illegal drugs.

Whisky researchers like 
Shona Harrison of the 
Scotch Whisky Research 
Institute are at the forefront 
of the burgeoning science 
of food-fraud detection. As 
she explains, spirits have 
unique chemical and biologi-
cal signatures, so if a testing 
technique works for whisky, 
“then we can be sure it works 
for other spirit categories.” 
One project led by chemist 
David Ellis involves using 
a spectroscopic method for 
profiling Scotch “through 
bottle,” someday allowing 
anyone to quickly screen 

bottles and decide whether 
to send them to the whisky 
authorities for a full analysis 
or whether it is safe to buy 
and enjoy them.”

BTW: “Whisky” is the 
accepted spelling in Great 
Britain, Canada and Japan; 
“whiskey” (with “e” added) is 
used in the United States and 
Ireland.
Q. How did Kelly, a really 
smart bottlenose dolphin, 
help protect her mates 
after Hurricane Katrina 
destroyed their home at 
the Marine Life Oceanari-
um, stranding them in the 
Gulf of Mexico?
A. First, a bit of background: 
Trainers taught Kelly and the 
other seven dolphins to keep 
their pool clean by rewarding 
them for picking up trash or 
for removing birds that had 
flown into the tank, says Dan 
Lewis on his “Now I Know” 
website. Knowing that a 

fish was given for each bit of 
trash retrieved, Kelly began 
hiding some under a rock at 
the bottom of the pool. Then 
when a trainer came by, 
Kelly would tear off a small 
piece, get her fish, then go 
back to get another piece for 
another fish.

And, as reported by “The 
Guardian,” when a gull flew 
into her pool, she grabbed it 
and gave it to the trainer, who 
in turn rewarded her with lots 
of fish for the big bird. Kelly 
then began to save the last 
fish she was fed, hid it under 
the rock, and when a trainer 
left, she retrieved the fish and 
used it to lure more gulls.

Now to the smart strat-
egy: Per “Hakai Magazine,” 
she and another dolphin 
“constantly positioned them-
selves four or five meters 
behind the others, watching 
for sharks and any other dan-
gers.” As Lewis says, “Kelly 

kept them safe by keeping 
them contained — the octet 
strayed less than a kilometer 
from the site of the Ocean-
arium ruins.” 
Q. What’s the spin on 
a person donning an 
exoskeleton to handle a 
Mustang?
A. If the Mustang is a Ford 
Mustang and the person is 
an assembly-line worker, 
wearing an exoskeleton may 
reduce shoulder injuries 
from constantly reaching up, 
says Leah Crane in “New Sci-
entist” magazine. In the Flat 
Rock, Michigan, Ford plant, 
cars wind their way through 
the huge building with tires 
at eye level and workers 
beneath, attaching bits of 
plastic and securing fasten-
ers. It’s understandable, 
then, that shoulder injuries 
are the most common medi-
cal problem reported there.

The EksoVest has “com-

pressed springs to support 
the arms when they are 
overhead, diverting weight 
to the larger muscles lower 
in the body.” Weighing 
about four kilograms (nine 
pounds), it looks like a folded 
bicycle and wearing it feels 
halfway between carrying a 
large backpack and putting 
on a climbing harness. At a 
cost of $6,000, it’s a lot less 
expensive than treatment for 
shoulder injuries.

For example, if a worker 
lifts tools above his head 
some 6,000 times a day, 
“that’s saving him more 
than 20 Mustangs’ worth of 
weight,” says manufactur-
ing ergonomics head Marty 
Smets. 

SUBMIT PHOTOS ONLINE: www.ObserverXtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroadSUBMIT PHOTOS ONLINE: www.ObserverXtra.com/travel/submit-observer-abroad

ATTENTION:

WORLD TRAVELLERS
Bring your Observer,

snap a pic with it when 
on vacation, send to 
the Observer and get

published in a future edition.

Bring your Observer,
snap a pic with it when 

on vacation, send to 
the Observer and get

published in a future edition.
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BIRDERS: On the trail of an elusive sighting as word spreads fast among local enthusiasts

FROM | 24

of a barred owl, which my 
wife and I first saw on the 
4th of December. It’s still 
hanging around, people 
are seeing it, but owls are 
pretty elusive. They’re hard 
to [spot]. If it’s just perched 

you can hand feed the 
birds. Chickadees will land 
[in your hand],” he said. He 
demonstrates by pouring 
some seeds into my hand; 
and indeed, almost im-
mediately a black-capped 
chickadee alights on my 

on the other side of that 
tree, then you don’t see it, 
of course.”

Gascoigne has had a 
lifelong fascination with 
nature, and has travelled to 
exotic locations around the 
globe to see the world’s fau-

open palm.
Though the barred owl 

did not seem to make an-
other showing on that par-
ticular outing, the group 
seemed to enjoy the morn-
ing walk nonetheless.

“It’s just an opportunity 

na and flora. He’ll in fact 
be heading out on a trip to 
Costa Rica today (Thurs-
day). But the local trail still 
holds a fascination for him. 

“The other part that’s 
attractive about this trail, 
we can maybe show you: 

to get out on a really nice 
trail in the winter time 
with David, who knows 
a lot about bird and is so 
enthusiastic. Just being out 
in nature,” said one birder, 
who was content despite 
the barred owl’s absence.

1/2 tsp. chopped rosemary
2 bay leaves 
3 cups prepared chicken 
stock 
Lemon juice 
2-1/2 cups chopped chicken
1 cup frozen vegetables 
Zest one lemon 
Salt and pepper to taste 
2 Tbsp. chopped parsley 
1 cup spinach-and-cheese 
tortellini, cooked 

To make the stock, place 
all ingredients in a large 
stock pot, pour cold water 
over the chicken. Place on 
medium heat bring to a 
boil. Allow to simmer for 
about 1-1/2 hours. 

Strain chicken and vege-
tables allow to cook. Refrig-
erate until ready to use. 

Remove extra fat from 
the liquid. 

To make soup, place 
vegetable oil in a preheated 

Chicken 
Noodle Soup 
Stock:
1 4-5 lb stewing hen or 
chicken
7 cups water
1 onion, cut in half 
2 carrots chopped 
2 stalks celery 
3 sprigs thyme 
1 spring rosemary 
2 bay leaves 
3 black peppercorns 

Soup preparation:
3 Tbsp. vegetable oil
1 onion, diced 
1 cup sliced carrots 
1/2 cup diced celery 
1 tsp. chopped garlic 
1 tsp. chopped thyme

CHEF’S TABLE: It may not always be a cure-all, but chicken soup sure is comforting
pot, add onions, carrots, 
celery, chopped garlic, 
herbs. Allow the vegetables 
to sweat but not get any 
colour. Keep heat lower to 
all this cooking to happen.  

Add chicken stock and 
juice of one lemon. Simmer 
until the vegetables are ten-
der.  Add diced chicken and 
simmer for another 1/2 hour. 

Before serving, add the 
frozen vegetables and 
bring back up to a simmer. 
Remove from heat and add 
tortellini., lemon zest and 
parsley. Season with salt 
and pepper. 

Enjoy!

FROM | 24

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Never Enough Thyme Catering 
Inc. was created with one thought 
in mind ... to create more thyme! 
Enjoy our food shop, specialty 
cakes and catering. 83A Arthur St. 
S., Elmira. Like us on Facebook 
and follow us on Twitter.

GETTING UP CLOSE WITH NATURE ALONG THE TRAILS IN ST. JACOBS

Birdwatchers from Waterloo Region Nature (bottom center) group were out on the St. Jacobs trails Tuesday hoping to catch another sighting of the barred owl (top left). Birds spotted along the trail included the downy woodpecker (top right) and the blue jay (bottom right). Bottom 
left, making friends with a black-capped chickadee. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Barred owl [YVONNE TAYLOR KURTZ  |  SUBMITTED]
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THIS WEEKS

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

THIS WEEKS
 DEALS!

IN STOCK

MODERN
LEDGESTONE

$397
REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99REG 8.99

from per sq ft

WOW! HOT BUY!

IN STOCK

5MM THICK 
LOOSE LAY VINYL

$287
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

IN STOCK

6.5” WIDE X 
3/4” HICKORY

$497
REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99REG 10.99

from per sq ft

MODERN GRAY

IN STOCK

12MM THICK
LAMINATE

$129
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

RANDOM LENGTHS

IN STOCK

6MM THICK
CLICK VINYL

$177
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

100% WATERPROOF

JANUARY 24-27 4 DAYS ONLY!
THUR
9-9

FRI SAT SUN
9-9 9-6 10-5

IN STOCK

12 X 24
PORCELAIN TILE

$177
REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99REG 3.99

from per sq ft

MODERN GRAY

IN STOCK

PATTERNED 
TILES NEW!

$297
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from per sq ft

FLOOR OR WALL

IN STOCK

48” LAMINATE
STAIR TREADS

$4599
79.9979.9979.9979.9979.9979.99

EACHFROM

TREAD & RISER INCL

Though the township’s 
first foray into a fully 
electronic voting system 
was ultimately mired with 
technical difficulties, voter 
turnout saw a slight in-
crease in the October 2018 
municipal election.

The uptick was a mod-
est two per cent, with just 
under a third of the elec-
torate casting their ballots 
(32 per cent), according to 
a report by township clerk 
Grace Kosch. Of those, 42 
per cent made use of the 
advanced polls, which 
opened two weeks ahead of 
election day.

Voting was highest 
amongst the 60-to-74-year-
old demographic in the 
township, with 55 per cent 
participating in the vote, 
followed next by the 45 -to 
59-year-old group. Forming 
the lowest turnout by de-
mographic were 18-to-29-
year-olds, with just 13 per 
cent casting a ballot. While 
age proved to a significant 
indicator for determining 
voting habits, the township 

Voter turnout up 2%  
in Wellesley election, 
despite snafu with 
electronic voting delays

WELLESLEY / ELECTION DEBRIEF

FAISAL ALI saw little variation along 
gender lines, with females 
casting just slightly more 
votes than males.

The 2018 election 
marked the township’s first 
paperless election, with all 
votes cast online or on the 
phone. Overwhelmingly, 
voters tended to submit 
their votes online, though 
a significant ten per cent 
of voters used the phone 
system.

Feedback for the web-
based voting system was 
largely positive amongst 
voters, notes the report, 
with several commending 
the ease-of-use and con-
venience of the platform. 
However, hours before the 
polls were set to close on 
October 22, the electronic 
system suffered severe 
delays, forcing voting to be 
extended in the township 
by 24 hours.

Though the service 
disruptions to the online 
system was unprecedented 
for the township, munici-
pal clerks are expected to 
anticipate and plan for 
potential delays to the elec-

tion. Under the municipal 
elections act, clerks have 
the authority to declare an 
emergency and make alter-
native arrangements for a 
disrupted vote.

“There was a procedure 
for a potential disruption of 
the voting system and the 
Clerk followed those pro-
cedures in communicating 
with electors and extending 
the voting period,” notes 
the report. “Approximately 
50 other municipal clerks 
were faced with the same 
situation with some making 
the same determination and 
some deciding to extend the 
voting period until 10 p.m.”

Municipalities across the 
province suffered similar 
delays, including in neigh-
bouring Woolwich Town-
ship, when the electronic 
voting system, operated by 
Dominion Voting Systems, 
suffered significant slow-
downs.

Dominion since offered 
the township a 20 per cent 
reduction in their service 
fee for the 2018 election, 
which Wellesley council-
lors accepted in December.

The comparative nature 
of the report card can help 
schools to improve their 
overall test results, said 
senior policy analyst at 
Fraser Institute Angela Ma-
cLeod. 

“It’s a bit of a report card 
for educators as well,” said 
MacLeod. “If they see a sim-
ilar school to them in a dif-
ferent area that’s doing re-
ally, really well, while their 
own school is struggling a 
bit, why can’t they get on 

the phone to that principal 
and see what they’re doing 
that’s different?

“We try to identify 
schools that are doing in-
teresting things, or seeing 
big gains.”

Parents are a demo-
graphic that may find the 
results interesting.

“It’s information that 
parents find really help-
ful,” said MacLeod. “That 
either when they’re choos-
ing a school the first time, 
or they’re having a look 
and examining how their 

school is doing year after 
year, and have the opportu-
nity to compare it to simi-
lar schools.”

While the results may be 
interesting, it is a relatively 
small factor to take into 
account when choosing 
a potential school. Other 
variables include proxim-
ity, individual needs, Cath-
olic versus public, private 
versus non-private, and 
specific programs. 

For a detailed list of the 
report card, visit www.com-
pareschoolrankings.org 
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RANKINGS: Report card remains controversial
St. Jacobs PS scored 7.9 out of 10 in the annual Fraser Institute report card evaluating elementary schools, the highest of all local schools.
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