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have officials 
asking farmers to 
take precautions
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WMC HOSTS TOP UNIVERSITY RINGETTE TEAMS

The Woolwich Memorial Centre in Elmira last weekend hosted this year’s University Cup Challenge in ringette. Pictured are the winners of the cup, the University of Calgary Dinos, who 
emerged victorious Monday in a 5-4 decision over the University of Lethbridge. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

A STRING OF RECENT 
barn fires in the province, 
some of them closer to 
home, have area fire 
officials urging the farming 
community to take extra 
precautions when it comes 
to fire prevention.

The announcement 
from Perth fire depart-
ments comes in light of 
several barn fires across 
the province, including 
one close to home. A re-
ported 1,200 pigs perished 
in a $1 million dollar loss 
in Quinte West on Decem-
ber 11, and several calves 
were lost in a barn fire 
in Wilmot Township on 
December 4. There was 
also a barn fire in Norfolk 
County on December 13 
that caused an estimated 
$6 million in damages. 

Between 2010-2015, $12 
million in damages has 
resulted from barn fires in 
Perth East alone. 

“A single barn fire has a 
ripple effect in the com-
munity,” said Perth East 
and West Perth fire chief 

VERONICA REINER Bill Hunter in a statement. 
“When a fire wipes out 
your barn, livestock, crop 
or equipment, you can’t 
just go to the store and re-
place that the next day.

“Some of these families 
have spent generations on 
their breeding programs, 
only to literally watch it 
go up in flames. There are 
businesses, like feed and 
supply companies, that 
rely on these farms to be 
up and running. There is 
more at stake than just the 
barn.”

Despite the colder tem-
peratures, every barn is 
at risk of a fire no matter 
the size. With the level 
of expenditure includ-
ing livestock, equipment, 
and crops, fire safety is a 
relatively small cost to pay 
to protect the entire liveli-
hood of the farm. Hunter 
highlighted the importance 
of prevention.

“There are simple, inex-
pensive steps you can take, 
like general housekeeping 
and checking your wires 

FIRE SAFETY | 3
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POLICE BLOTTER

January–2 Can Dine

519-669-8117
Toll free 1-877-496-8117
384 Arthur St S., Elmira, N3B 2P4

www.crossroadsrestaurant.ca

2 Lunch Buffet for 29.99
Tuesday-Friday, 11:00-3:00 & Saturday, 11:30-3:00

2 Dinner Buffet or
2 Sunday Brunch Buffet for 39.99

Tuesday-Saturday, 4:00-8:00, Sunday 11:00-7:00
Offer valid January 2 through January 31, 2019

One coupon per couple, Dine-in only
Not valid with any other discounts,

group rates or special pricing

519-669-8117

FOR RESERVATIONS PLEASE CALL

COUPON

A Taste Of Home

When You’re Not!

Tuesday - Friday 
8am - 6pm
Saturday

9am - NOON

Sunday CLOSED

HOURS:

Our plant is 
100% Gluten Free

2065 Floradale Rd.
Elmira, ON.
PHONE: 519-669-2300
TOLL FREE: 844-669-2300

FEATURE ITEMS:

JANUARY SALE

15%

CHRISTMAS HOURS: CLOSED DEC 24 @ NOON  REOPENING JAN 5 8am

Off
Storewide

Excludes: Advanced orders, summer sausage and canned goods.

40%
Off

Select Items
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5:30 PM | Wellington County 
OPP responded to a multi-vehicle 
collision at Wellington Road 12 and 
Wellington Road 7. Reports indi-
cated that a red pickup and blue 
hatchback collided and that four 
people had been injured. Police 
attended and while speaking with 
the driver of the pickup formed the 
opinion that he was impaired. He 
was arrested and brought to a local 
OPP operations centre for testing. 
Four injured occupants from the 
hatchback were transported to a 
local hospital with minor injuries. 
A 37-year-old Moorefield man was 
charged with ‘operating a convey-
ance (motor vehicle, vessel, aircraft 
or railway equipment) while im-

paired to any degree by alcohol or 
drug or combination of alcohol and 
drug’ and ‘within two hours after 
ceasing to operate a conveyance 
had a blood alcohol concentration 
(BAC) of   80mg (or higher) of 
alcohol in 100mL of blood.’ A 90-
day administrative driver’s licence 
suspension (A.D.L.S.) and 7-day 
cehicle impoundment was initiated 
as per statute. He is scheduled to 
appear in Guelph Court on February 
1.

D E C E M B E R  2 7

9:30 AM | A Wellington 
County OPP officer monitoring 
traffic stopped a vehicle for erratic 
driving behaviour on Wellington 
Road 109, Minto. While speaking 
with the driver it was determined 

that he was under the influence 
of alcohol. A roadside screening 
test resulted in a fail. The driver 
was arrested and brought to a 
local OPP operations centre for 
further testing. A 35-year-old of 
Sarnia man was charged with 
‘impaired operation of a motor 
vehicle by having a blood alcohol 
concentration of 80 mg plus of 
alcohol in 100ml of blood.’ His 
driver’s licence was suspended for 
90 days, and his car impounded 
for a week. He is scheduled to 
appear in Guelph Criminal Court on 
January 29.

J A N U A R Y  1

1:30 AM | Members of the 
Wellington County OPP were moni-
toring traffic on Wellington Road 

7, south of Elora when the driver 
of a silver hatchback was stopped 
for speeding while travelling over 
110 km/h in an 80km/h zone. 
While speaking with the male 
driver, officers formed the opinion 
that he was under the influence 
of alcohol. A roadside screening 
test was conducted, which 
resulted in a fail. He was arrested 
and brought in further testing. As 
a result, the 20-year-old Oakville 
man was charged with ‘impaired 
driving - over 80 (mgs or more 
of alcohol in 100ml of blood)’ and 
‘speeding.’ A 90-day A.D.L.S. and 
seven-day vehicle impoundment 
were initiated. He is scheduled to 
appear in Guelph Court on February 
8 to answer the charges.

CLEANUP EFFORTS MOVE TO EAST SIDE OF CHEMICAL PLANT

The latest cleanup up at the contaminated Lanxess (formerly Uniroyal/Crompton/Chemtura) site in Elmira got underway just before Christmas, with excavators moving onto the east side 
of the property where it joins the neighbouring Stroh farm. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

MEDALISTS SHOW OFF THEIR HARDWARE AT THE WMC

The University Challenge Cup brought in more than a dozen university teams from across 
Canada to compete on Elmira ice. The tournament was won by the University of Calgary, 
followed by Lethbridge and Carleton.

NOT A GREAT START TO THE YEAR

A multi-vehicle collision involving a blue Ford sedan, pickup truck and van brought emergency crews to the intersection of Arthur Street and Listowel Road in Elmira on Jan. 2.  
[FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]
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Wednesdays is Senior’s Day - Receive 20% Discount*
Always Fast, Friendly & Professional Services

FREE DELIVERY |   10 Church  St. W., Elmira   519.669.8282 OPEN: Mon. to Fri. 9am - 7pm; Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays*See store for details.

• Compression Stockings (Standard & Customized
• Compounding
• Compliance Packaging
• Free Blood Pressure Check
• Free Blood Glucose Monitor & Teaching
• Ostomy & Home Health Care

Samer Mikhail
Pharmacist | Owner

TWO ORGANIZATIONS 
WITH SIMILAR aims of 
advancing peace-building 
in the community have 
now officially partnered 
to further that goal. It’s 
a new undertaking for 
the Mennonite Central 
Committee and Conrad 
Grebel University College 
in Waterloo.

Established in 1920, the 
MCC is a non-profit charity 
representing 15 Mennonite, 
Amish, and Brethren in 
Christ bodies across North 
America. The faith-based 
agency is dedicated to 
peace-building, and was 
created to provide famine 
relief work in Ukraine.

For its part, Grebel sees 
the MCC collaboration 
as a good fit for the 
school affiliated with the 

MCC, Conrad Grebel formalize 
new peace-building partnership

The peace-building partnership organizations signed a memorandum of understanding last month. Taking part in making it official were Paul Heidebrecht, director, Kindred Credit Union 
Centre for Peace Advancement; John Head, executive director, MCC Ontario; Rick Cober Bauman, executive director, MCC Canada; and Marcus Shantz, president, Conrad Grebel University 
College. [FRED W. MARTIN]

VERONICA REINER University of Waterloo. 
A part of the Mennonite 
Church Eastern Canada, 
the liberal arts college 
launched in 1963 puts 
a strong emphasis on 
community.

“Grebel and MCC 
share common roots 
within a tradition of 
peace-building,” said 
Conrad Grebel president 
Marcus Shantz in a 
statement, “We both have 
a mandate to nurture a 
new generation of peace-
builders.”

Both groups have 
worked with one another 
for the past four years 
using a Grebel program 
called the  Kindred Credit 
Union Centre for Peace 
Advancement (CPA). The 
CPA has enabled Grebel 
and the MCC to previously 
partner in various ways, 

including consultations, 
conferences, and gallery 
exhibits.

But now, this unique 
partnership is official. 
Conrad Grebel Univer-
sity College and the MCC 
signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding on 
December 17 that states 
that members of both 
organizations will now 
be identified as a “core 
collaborator” in the CPA. 
These core collaborators 
will aim to advance peace 
through community en-
gagement opportunities, 
collaborative research 
projects, and student con-
nections at Grebel and the 
University of Waterloo.  

The MCC is sponsoring 
a hot desk to further these 
peace-building initiatives. 
It is intended for occasion-
al use by a staff member, 

partner, or a member of the 
CPA’s Epp Peace Incuba-
tor program for a start-up 
project. CPA director Paul 
Heidebrecht expects this 
partnership to benefit ev-
eryone involved and bring 
diversity to each group. 

“I think our dynamic 
mix of researchers, 
practitioners, and 
entrepreneurs will be 
better able to learn from, 
and contribute to MCC 
and its partners,” said 
Heidebrecht. 

The director of MCC 
Canada, Rick Cober 
Bauman, also expressed 
enthusiasm about the 
partnership. 

“We are excited to 
partner with the CPA 
and to participate in the 
advancement of peace 
locally and globally,” said 
Bauman.

Formal collaboration a fi rst for the two Mennonite-linked organizations

Stop for school buses when lights 
flashing, police remind drivers
A NUMBER OF INCIDENTS 
in the area have police 
reminding drivers about 
stopping for school buses 
when their signals are 
flashing. 

Passing a stopped school 
bus with its upper red 
lights and extended arm 
flashing is not only against 
the law but dangerous, 
police note.

Each school day in 
Ontario, approximately 
800,000 students are trans-
ported in 18,000 school 
vehicles traveling nearly 2 
million kilometres.

There are approximately 
700 companies operating 
school vehicles in Ontario.

Ontario has approxi-
mately 54,000 school bus 

driver licence holders.
School vehicle injuries 

represent less than one per 
cent of total road injuries 
to youth in Ontario.

School vehicle fatalities 
represent less than one-
half of one per cent of total 
road fatalities affecting 
youth in Ontario.

When a school bus fatal-
ity does occur, it is most 
likely to happen outside 
the school bus when stu-
dents are entering or exit-
ing the bus.

Police remind motorists 
that drivers or vehicle own-
ers will be charged if their 
vehicle illegally passes a 
stopped school bus. Fines 
range from $400 to $2,000 
plus six demerit points.

and appliances on a regular 
basis,” said Hunter. “Con-
tact your local fire depart-
ment to arrange a visit. 
Our staff will come with a 
thermal imaging camera 
and tour the buildings with 
you to check for hot spots 
and offer fire safety tips. 
We’ll work with you on a 
fire safety plan that’s cus-
tomized to your property. 
We don’t charge a fee; we 
just want a fire-safe farm 
community.”

Other tips include 
installing a temperature 
detection system with a 
telephone alert, keeping 
fire extinguishers in 

working order across all 
barn entrances, cleaning 
cobwebs and dust from 
electrical equipment, and 
having regular inspections 
by licensed electricians 
and the local fire 
department. 

Woolwich also offers a 
customized fire safety plan, 
which can be accessed 
on the township website, 
www.woolwich.ca. Those 
interested complete an 
assessment form and email 
it or mail it to the Woolwich 
Fire Department. From 
there, the department 
will review the form and 
schedule a visit to the farm 
to create a unique safety 
plan. 

FIRE SAFETY: Prevention is
a key part of avoiding incidents
FROM | COVER

Fire officials hope to avoid scenes such as this fire near Mitchell. [SUBMITTED]
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JANUARY
Cold weather, holiday schedules 
wreak havoc with garbage 
collection 

Extremely cold weather to 
start the year wreaked havoc on 
waste collection in the townships, 
leaving garbage bags and bins on 
the roadsides over the New Year’s 
weekend until pickup later in the 
week. The delays were further 
compounded by the scheduled 
breaks in service because of the 
holidays, which pushed back by a day 
all garbage collection in the region.

Wellesley barn fi re sees livestock 
perish, with damage put at 
$400,000

It was all 
hands on deck for 
Wellesley Township 
firefighters as an 
early-morning fire 
January 7 destroyed 
a barn and caused 
some 150 animals 
to perish. Damage 
was estimated at 
$400,000.

The call came 
in just before 3 
a.m. from a farm 
on Hessen Strasse 
Road. By the time 
crews arrived, 
however, the barn had already 
collapsed onto itself.

Issues with snow clearing have 
Woolwich offi  cials looking to do 
better

Inexperienced plow operators 
are at the root of an upswing in 
complaints about snow clearing 
in Woolwich Township in the past 
couple of years, officials said.

Some roads had been particularly 
bad due to the high volume of snow 
by comparison to relatively milder 
years. The situation has generated 
grievances from residents. Council 
had plenty of questions in calling for 
action as they met on January 9.

Earlidale Meats gets the go ahead 
from council for most of its 
expansion bid at Floradale location

A Floradale business owner’s 
expansion plans won approval 
January 9 from Woolwich Township, 
with councillors loosening planning 
staff restrictions they deemed too 
tight.

The decision cleared the way for 
Earlidale Meats to construct a new 
600-square-metre facility on the a 
3.2-acre property at 2065 Floradale 
Rd.

Ice jams follow sudden thaw, but no 
fl ooding issues along local stretch 
of the Grand River

Thick sections of ice washed up 
along the banks of Grand River in 
places like West Montrose and Con-
estogo after an unusual thaw in the 
weather caused minor ice jams and 

elevated river flows. Melting ice 
and rainfall contributed to flooding 
of low-lying areas – areas typically 
flooded in the springtime – such 
as the low-level bridge along Three 
Bridges Road upstream from St. 
Jacobs.

About a month of cold weather 
preceded the sudden warming, 
which caused the breakage of ice 
along the Grand River, according to 
the Grand River Conservation Au-
thority.

West Montrose wells to close
A system of four ground water 

wells in Woolwich were approved for 
decommissioning in favour of install-
ing a direct connection to the region’s 
integrated urban system waterline. 
Regional council voted to shut down 
the system in West Montrose, as well 

as five other systems in 
the region, after a study 
determined they would 
not be needed to meet 
future water demand. 
Instead, West Montrose 
would be supplied via a 
connection from Con-
estogo.

Woolwich welcomes 
Sledge Team Ontario 
for training camp

The Township of 
Woolwich was visited 
by some of the premier 

athletes in the burgeoning sport of 
sledge hockey. Sledge Team Ontario 
(STO), the province’s elite sledge 
hockey team, was at the WMC’s 
McLeod arena in Elmira for a three-
day training camp.

It was a big opportunity to im-
press the big leagues, as the town-
ship not only has a strong local 
scene with the Woolwich Thrashers, 
but was actively seeking to host the 
2019 sledge hockey championships.

Scott Hahn resigns from Woolwich 
council, citing time constraints

Woolwich has a vacant seat 
around its council table following 
the resigna-
tion of Ward 
1 councillor 
Scott Hahn. 
He gave no-
tice January 
17, with imme-
diate effect.

He cited 
new work 
commitments 
as the impetus 
for the deci-
sion, saying 
he would no 
longer have 
the time to 
give his council position the atten-
tion it warranted.

A first-term councillor, Hahn won 
a Ward 1 seat in 2014. 

LED streetlights already paying off 
Woolwich’s decision to convert 

all of its streetlights to LED fixtures 

began paying dividends in short 
order.

The move was intended to save on 
electricity costs and repairs, but the 
savings became apparent very early 
on.

Having budgeted $165,000 for 
energy costs in 2017, the actual 
amount was $112,000. For 2018, the 
township budget reflects a project 
costs of $102,000, councillors heard 
at a special budget meeting January 
18.

Woolwich to host Curling Ontario 
championship

It was an exciting day for Wool-
wich on January 23, as represen-
tatives from the Ontario Curling 
Association came by to officially 
announce Elmira as the host of next 
year’s provincial championships.

The OCA members met with 
township staff, including Mayor 
Sandy Shantz, and members of the 
Elmira & District Curling Club at 
the Dan Snyder arena.

Dog park gets the nod for Elmira
Work was OK’d to get underway 

in the spring on a fenced, off-leash 
dog park in Elmira, Woolwich coun-
cillors having approved the project 
on January 30. The park was slated 
for a 0.85-acre piece of township 
land at 75 Oriole Pkwy. E.

FEBRUARY
Two opioid overdose kits found 
to contain fentanyl

A naloxone kit is kept on hand 
to treat someone overdosing on an 
opioid such as fentanyl. It ought 
not to contain an opioid such a 
fentanyl, but that’s just what hap-
pened with a couple of such kits 
obtained at the Shoppers Drug Mart 
in Elmira.

The occurrence was investigated 
by Health Canada and the Ontario 
College of Pharmacists. 

An area resident, found fentanyl 
in place of naloxone in a kit ac-

quired at the Elmira store. 
They compared the new kit 
to one obtained from an-
other pharmacy to confirm 
the discrepancy, later con-
firming with another party 
that a similar mix-up had 
occurred. In both cases, the 
owner-pharmacist came out 
to pick up the kits.

The information was 
shared briefly on social 
media after the February 
5 incident before being 
taken down by the area resi-
dent. 

Wellesley makes it official with 
2018 budget, 2.98% tax increase

Wellesley council voted to ap-
prove the township’s 2018 budget 
at a public meeting February 6 
evening. The budget sets the tax 
levy increase at 2.98 per cent, repre-
senting an additional $43 per year 

in taxes for the average household 
valued at $349,000.

Kitchener man, 31, killed in colli-
sion with train at Breslau cross-
ing

A collision with a VIA Rail pas-
senger train in Breslau February 
8 claimed the life of a 31-year-old 
Kitchener man. Vanja Medic was 
driving a cube van over the CN Rail 
crossing at Wurster Place when the 
train struck the vehicle.

The crossing was not outfitted 
with flashing lights 
or barriers, but a stop 
sign and a rail crossing 
sign saying “reduced 
visibility.”

The Waterloo Re-
gional Police investi-
gation suggested the 
delivery driver may 
have missed the stop 
sign.

Jacks’ season comes 
to an end as they’re 
swept from playoffs

The Wellesley 
Applejacks found themselves swept 
out of the playoffs by the Paris 
Mounties, who won the best-of-
seven series in four straight, sealing 
the Jacks’ fate on February 11. It 
was a disappointing first-round exit 
from the PJHL playoffs.

Woolwich to partner with the 
Mennonite Story to offer visitor 
information services

In need of a new home for its visi-
tor information centre (VIC), Wool-
wich found a new partner in the 
Mennonite Story in downtown St. 
Jacobs. The service had been based 
out of the old “yellow house,” a re-
furbished farmhouse at 844 Weber 
St. N. adjacent to the market, since 
2005 under a dollar-a-year lease 
agreement with Mercedes Corp. The 
sale of the company and its assets 
left the township looking for a new 
location. Enter a pilot project with 
the Mennonite Story, an already 
established tourism draw of its own, 
welcoming some 70,000 visitors 
each year.

Meeting February 13, councillors 
voted in favour of the pilot project 
to start in the summer.

Township gives nod to new subdi-
vision in Wellesley village

A small subdivision for the vil-
lage of Wellesley got the go-ahead 
February 20 from township council. 
The decision cleared the way for 
development on a 4.8-acre plot just 
east of Wellesley Public School, on 
the north side of Ferris Drive where 
it intersects  with Greenwood Hill 
Road. The plan was for 32 single-
family homes, to be accessed by a 
new road and sidewalk system. A 
new recreational trail about 70 me-
tres long was to be built as part of 
the project.

Woolwich to host 2019 Canadian 

Sledge Hockey Championships
Woolwich Township was awarded 

the 2019 Canadian Sledge Hockey 
Championships scheduled for May 
10-12, 2019. The Ontario Sledge 
Hockey Association formally an-
nounced Elmira as the official host 
at a news conference February 21 at 
the Woolwich Memorial Centre.

Woolwich picks former council-
lor to fill vacant seat 

Former Ward 1 councillor Julie-
Anne Herteis was picked to fill 

the vacant Elmira 
council seat, re-
placing Scott Hahn, 
who resigned in 
January.

Herteis was se-
lected by the five 
remaining council-
lors from among 
10 candidates at a 
special Woolwich 
council session 
February 27, win-
ning three of five 
votes cast on the 
first ballot. The 

other two votes went to Dan Holt, 
the first runner-up in the 2014 mu-
nicipal election.

The voting process lasted only 
minutes in what appeared to be an 
orchestrated effort that placed Her-
teis’ experience above all other con-
siderations. Eight of the nine can-
didates, who had previously made 
written applications outlining their 
bids for the seat, made pitches to 
councillors who listened but asked 
no questions of any of them.

MARCH
Waterloo Regional Police satel-
lite office approved for Wellesley 
arena

A new Waterloo Regional Police 
satellite office was earmarked for 
the Wellesley arena, as township 
council approved the arrangement 
at a meeting March 6.

The township entered into a for-
mal lease agreement that allows the 
police to use a small room at the 
facility in Wellesley village.

Unlike a police station the satel-
lite office the WRPS hopes to open 
at the arena wouldn’t be a staffed 
location. Rather, the office would 
allow officers to do administrative 
work, or even use the bathroom at 
a late hour, without having to leave 
township for the nearest police sta-
tions in Elmira or Waterloo.

Region pushes back dates for trio 
of major road construction proj-
ects in Woolwich 

The region pushed back a few 
major road projects slated for 
Woolwich Township. Reconstruc-
tion work on Hawkesville Road and 
Northside Drive in St. Jacobs, origi-
nally planned for 2018, was delayed 
until 2019. Likewise, regional plans 
for major construction on Church 
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Scott Hahn

Barn fire in Wellesley Twp.

Julie-Anne Herteis
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Street East and Arthur Street in 
Elmira were put off until 2020 and 
2021 respectively.

APRIL
Swept by Listowel, Kings still 
qualify for wildcard spot

Swept by the Listowel Cyclones in 
the Midwestern Conference finals, 
the Elmira Sugar Kings nonetheless 
headed to the Sutherland Cup. 
Qualifying for the wildcard spot 
in the series, the team got to face 
off against the Caledonia Corvairs, 
winners of the Golden Horseshoe 
Conference.

Going into game four April 
4 against the visiting Listowel 
Cyclones, the Kings were already 
three games in the hole in the best-
of-seven series. And while Elmira 
came back to make a game of it, 
the scales tipped back in Listowel’s 
favour in the dying minutes to cap 
a 5-3 win and give the visitors the 
Cherrey Cup, with Elmira claiming 
the wildcard position.

MPP Harris ejected from PC caucus 
over text messages of a “sexual 
nature”

Mirroring the party’s scramble 
for a new leader to start the year, lo-
cal Progressive Conservatives found 
themselves in search of a new candi-
date for a June pro-
vincial election.

Kitchener-Con-
estoga MPP Michael 
Harris was ejected 
from the PC caucus 
on April 9 after 
allegations were 
brought forward of 
an inappropriate 
exchange between 
the politician and 
a “young intern” in 
2013. 

Harris, a two-
term MPP who has 
served since 2011, was the PC can-
didate until this week and seemed 
primed to win a third term.

Maryhill residents ask council to 
push back against proposed cell 
phone tower

Maryhill residents opposed to the 
prospect of a large communications 
tower looming over their village 
found a sympathetic ear at Woolwich 
council April 10. Shared Network 
Canada (SNC) plans to erect a 65-me-
tre (213-foot) tower on a farm prop-
erty on St. Charles Street, just east of 
the village.

Residents are none too happy, with 
a petition bearing almost 200 names 
presented to councillors.

Incremental improvements for 
covered bridge

When it comes to improvements 
to the tourist experience around 
the West Montrose covered bridge, 
Woolwich planned to start small and 
go from there.

Changes such as a new stop 
sign, reflector posts and better 
washroom amenities were put in 
motion for 2018. Other suggestions 
from the West Montrose Residents’ 
Association such as additional 

parking at Gole Park and 
improvements to Letson Park require 
more study and funding. Some 
kind of public access to the river, 
meanwhile, is both a logistical and 
financial hurdle with no easy answer, 
noted a staff report presented April 
10.

Assistant becomes new head coach 
of the Wellesley Applejacks

The Wellelsey Applejacks got a new 
head coach for the 2018-19 season. 
Malcolm Hutt, an assistant coach 
in the season that had just ended, 
was tagged to take over the reins 
from Brad Gerber, who moved into a 
managerial position with the team.

Kings swept by Caledonia in 
Sutherland Cup semis

The Elmira Sugar Kings skated off 
the ice April 17 for the final time this 
season following a four-game sweep 
by Caledonia in the Sutherland Cup 
semi-finals. The series got underway 
April 11, and while the first couple 
of games were close, things got 
worse from there for the Kings, who 
dropped four straight.

Mike Harris Jr. replaces Michael 
Harris as PC candidate in 
Kitchener-Conestoga

With the sudden expulsion of MPP 
Michael Harris from the Progressive 
Conservative caucus earlier in the 

month, the party was 
left scrambling to find 
a suitable replacement 
to field in Kitchener-
Conestoga in time for 
the upcoming provin-
cial election.

Circumventing the 
usual process, where 
card-carrying party 
members must vote 
for their choice of rep-
resentative, the party 
opted to appoint its 
own instead. 

Mike Harris Jr., who 
has no relation to the riding’s current 
MPP Michael Harris but is instead 
the son of the former Ontario premier 
Mike Harris, was one of 11 candidates 
appointed by party leader Doug Ford 
on April 21 to the remaining ridings 
in the province without a representa-
tive.

Former Jakobstettel Inn property 
generates heritage, redevelopment 
concerns

A heritage designation for the 
former Jakobstettel Inn building 
shouldn’t delay redevelopment 
efforts on the 4.2-acre property, 
Woolwich council decided April 24

Although the township’s heritage 
committee called for the designation 
of the historic structure prior to any 
development, councillors opted to 
run the process concurrently with the 
owners’ bid to rezone the property.

The developer plans to construct 
25 to 27 homes on a 3.25-acre portion 
of the land at 16 Isabella St. in St. 
Jacobs.

MAY
Cost of building a home to rise

The cost of building a new home in 

Woolwich rose again as the township 
made plans to hike its development 
charges.

The fees are in-
tended to cover future 
municipal expen-
ditures related to 
growth, with the de-
velopers – ultimately 
the buyers, of course 
– paying for the cost 
of each new addition 
to the building stock.

For fully serviced 
single-family homes 
in Woolwich’s urban 
areas, the new charg-
es considered by 
councillors May 1 saw 
levies rise to $7,129, up 6.2 per cent 
from the current $6,712. In Breslau, 
due to servicing arrangements with 
the City of Kitchener, the increase hit 
$8,603 from $8,432.

Council approves BIA request to 
boost levy

Elmira BIA members were hit with 
higher taxes, as Woolwich council ap-
proved plans to increase the special 
levy assessed on commercial proper-
ties in the core.

The May 1 decision cleared the way 
for the Business Improvement Area 
to boost its budget to $50,000 from 
the current $30,000, as requested by 
the organization’s executive.

Cyclones win Sutherland Cup
The Listowel Cyclones made a 

clean sweep in the final round of 
the GOJHL playoffs, claiming the 
Sutherland Cup for the first time 
in the organization’s history. Their 
final match against the runner-ups, 
the Caledonia Corvairs, was won in 
Listowel May 1 by a score of 4-1, to a 
rapturous applause from the home 
crowd.

Listowel was the Elmira Sugar 
Kings chief rivals this year, beating 
the Elmira team for the coveted 
Cherrey Cup. 

Storm unleashes destruction
The townships, along with much 

of southern Ontario, were battered 
on May 4 by strong gusts of wind 
that snapped trees, downed hydro 
wires and blocked roadways across 
the region. Winds reached a peak of 
122 km/h in the Waterloo Region as a 
result of a storm system that tracked 
north and east from the U.S.

Woolwich pledges $250,000 to 
regional economic development 
group

Having already dumped 
$160,000 into a regional economic 
development scheme, Woolwich was 
in for another $250,000, councillors 
having signed on for another five 
years with little discussion on May 15.

The Waterloo Economic 
Development Corporation is a 
joint venture between the Region 
of Waterloo and its seven-member 
municipalities: the cities of 
Kitchener, Waterloo and Cambridge, 
and the townships of Woolwich, 
Wellesley, Wilmot and North 
Dumfries.

Ken Seiling to retire at end of term
Ken Seiling, 70, announced he 

wouldn’t be running for re-election 
as chair of the Region of Waterloo, va-
cating the seat he’s held for 33 years. 

His retirement put 
an end to a 42-year 
political career that 
dates back to his 1976 
election to Woolwich 
council. The lifelong 
Elmira resident was 
then Woolwich’s may-
or, joining regional 
council as chair in 
1985 when the posi-
tion was still filled by 
a vote among council-
lors. The office be-
came directly elected 
by the public in 1997.

Elmira Maple Syrup Festival com-
mittee doles out $45,000 to com-
munity groups, charities

The Elmira Maple Syrup  Festival 
is known for its massive crowds, its 
colourful spectacles and, of course, 
the sweet nectar that gives it its 
name. But the event also known for 
the support that it gives to the many 
organizations and community groups 
working to the betterment of the 
community.

For 2018, a total of $45,000 was 
distributed from the proceeds of the 
festival to almost 30 organizations at 
a ceremony May 17 at St. James Lu-
theran Church in Elmira.

Woolwich wants quicker action on 
road improvements

Waterloo Region’s decades-out 
plan for improving growing traf-
fic congestion between Elmira and 
points south doesn’t jibe with Wool-
wich’s own concerns.

In adopting a new transportation 
master plan, the region sees the wid-
ening of Reg. Rd. 85/Arthur Street 
occurring over the next 15 to 25 years, 
while a bypass route around down-
town Elmira is earmarked beyond the 
2018-2041 timeline of the new plan-
ning document.

Woolwich wants to see the time-
lines moved up, while the region is 
hoping intersection improvements at 
the St. Jacobs roundabout and, per-
haps, at Arthur Street and Listowel 
Road will ease some of the traffic 
woes in the meantime, with council-
lors agreeing to forward their con-
cerns to the region.

JUNE 
Kitchener-Conestoga stays blue as 
much of the province follows suit

Mike Harris Jr., the Tory candi-
date for Kitchener-Conestoga, rode 
to victory as part of the blue wave 
that swept the province June 7. The 
Progressive Con-
servatives turned 
widespread public 
hostility towards 
Kathleen Wynne’s 
Liberals into a solid 
majority, taking 
76 of 124 seats and 
making Doug Ford 
the new premier.

For Harris, the 
son of the former 
Ontario premier 
Mike Harris, this 

will be his first foray into politics as 
an elected official.

“I’m ecstatic,” said Harris in the 
immediate aftermath of the vote, 
mirroring the triumphant mood 
amongst supporters, who were out 
celebrating in St. Jacobs.

Ament/Herrgott intersection to 
become a roundabout

Construction of a new round-
about at a St. Clements intersection 
deemed dangerous by residents got 
underway.

A decision by regional council to 
award the work to E&E Seegmiller 
Ltd. – a contract worth $1.7 million – 
cleared the final hurdle to upgrading 
the intersection of Ament Line and 
Herrgott Road.

A longstanding concern for 
residents of Wellesley Township 
since a fatal collision that claimed 
the life of five-year-old Emma 
Ringrose in 2005, the intersection 
was approved for a roundabout in 
late 2016.

Expansion of Elmira’s Foodland 
plaza cleared after legal appeal

A developer’s expansion bid for an 
Elmira shopping plaza having been 
backed by a provincial agency, Wool-
wich was left to decide if it wanted to 
launch a legal appeal.

The Local Planning Appeal 
Tribunal (LPAT) sided with Skyline 
Retail Real Estate Holdings, which 
had been turned down by the 
township after applying to increase 
the size of the Foodland plaza in 
Elmira’s south end.

The decision handed down 
by tribunal member Blair Taylor 
essentially overturned a previous 
Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) 
ruling against the plaza’s former 
owner, Sobey’s Capital Inc., which 
had been stymied in its expansion 
attempts at 315 Arthur St. S.

The developer wants to expand the 
permitted uses on the site to include 
ancillary retail, an LCBO outlet and 
a Beer Store, to a total of 35,000 
additional square feet. Overall, 
the entire development would be 
permitted up to 138,000 square 
feet. Originally home to 51,500 sq. 
ft. of retail, including a 34,000 sq. 
ft. grocery store, the site has seen 
the footprint grown, including an 
addition of the main building and a 
new structure.

Township, region back Kiwanis 
Transit shuttle service

A small shuttle service that will 
move people around Elmira and con-
nect with the Grand River Transit bus 
was approved for launch in Septem-
ber for a six-month trial period.

The pilot project proposed by 
Kiwanis Transit was 
backed by both the 
township and the Re-
gion of Waterloo.

Meeting June 26, 
Woolwich councillors 
approved spending 
some $13,000 to sup-
port the trial, $9,000 
to pay for the service 
and another $4,000 for 
signage and promo-
tion. The bulk of the 
$54,000 operating cost 

20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com20-B Arthur St. N., Elmira | 519-669-5790 | www.ObserverXtra.com

Last Name,First NameBirth Date  |  TownParents Names

Babies
YEAR!

of the

2018 Deadline for submission & payment         Monday, January 7, 2019

LAST CHANCE
TO BOOK!

Full colour photo of your little one published in the
January 10, 2019 edition.

Email photos & caption information to:  ads@woolwichobserver.com+hst
$40

Michael Harris

Ken Seiling

Elmira Bus pilot project launched in Elmira.



6 | NEWS THE OBSERVER  |  THURSDAY, JANUARY 3, 2019

was to be paid for by Kiwanis Transit.
The project was OK’d to run from 

September 4, 2018 to Mar. 1, 2019. 
While the region won’t provide any 
funding, if the pilot proves success-
ful, it will look at extending the ser-
vice through the rest of 2019, includ-
ing the project in the 2019 budget 
talks.

JULY
Farmers’ market crosswalk gets 
green light

After years of talks, Woolwich and 
the Region of Waterloo finally agreed 
on a long-awaited pedestrian cross-
ing at the St. Jacobs Farmers’ Market. 
Woolwich hired an engineering firm 
to carry out the design of the signal-
ized crossing at Farmers Market and 
Benjamin roads. The township is 
responsible for the $110,000 project, 
and will then pay the region to oper-
ate and maintain the crossing. 

The signals are pedestrian-activat-
ed, but the crossing will be synced 
to the lights at the Weber Street 
intersection, functioning in a man-
ner similar to the crosswalk at King 
and Albert streets in the village of St. 
Jacobs.

Awareness tour ends in tragedy
Elmira’s Henk and Bettina Schuur-

mans’ national milk tour ended in 
tragedy July 9, when their tractor was 
rear-ended by a semi-truck on Sas-
katchewan’s Highway #16 West. Bet-
tina, 55, was killed in the accident.

Henk was transported to the Royal 
University Hospital in Saskatoon 
with critical in-
juries, but was 
stabilized by doc-
tors. The driver 
of the truck was 
not injured. 
The news of the 
collision came 
to a shock to 
their family and 
friends.

The couple was 
travelling across 
Canada to pro-
mote and inform 
the public of the 
importance of protecting local dairy 
farms, having worked in the industry 
for nearly 30 years.

Ford government  takes aim at sex 
ed. curriculum

Ontario’s new government an-
nounced plans to scrap the Lib-
eral’s updated health curriculum 
in favour of the version used in the 
1990s, effectively taking sexual 
education in the province back 
by about 20 years. The announce-
ment, fulfilling a key campaign 
promise, prompted teachers across 
the province to dust off their old 
curriculums for the 2018-19 year, at 
least until a new curriculum can be 
written.

The announcement was met with 
universal opprobrium from teach-
ers, educators and health profes-
sionals in the province, who said 
the move would put children at risk 
by providing badly outdated infor-
mation in the classrooms.

Jones Feed building new plant in 
Linwood

A $27-million expansion got under-
way at the Linwood location of Jones 
Feed Mills Ltd. The state-of-the-art 
plant was said to be capable of pro-
ducing some 200,000 tonnes of feed 
each year.

It was latest growth 
spurt for a company 
that traces its roots 
back three genera-
tions to 1930. Jones 
Feed has been partic-
ularly busy in the last 
couple of decades, 
acquiring mills in 
Heidelberg, Wroxeter 
and Mitchell and ex-
panding in Linwood, 
where it all began.

AUGUST
Lord Stanley’s Cup in St. Clements

Washington Capitals goaltending 
coach and St. Clements native Scott 
Murray brought the Stanley Cup 
home Aug. 4, posing with excited 
hockey fans at the St. Clements Com-
munity Centre. It is tradition to have 
each member of the Cup-winning 
team take it to their hometown for 
a day.

Woolwich approves outsourcing 
animal control

Expanding on its longstanding 
agreement for pound services with 
the K-W Humane Society, Woolwich 
offloaded its animal control func-

tions onto the agency in a 
new contract set to start 
in 2019. The existing four-
year deal ended at the 
end of 2018, with the ex-
panded contract running 
through 2023.

The arrangement sees 
animal control services 
such as responding to 
calls about dogs running 
at large, dog bites and ag-
gressive dogs handled by 
the agency rather than by 
township staff.

Plans unveiled for town-
house condos in Wellesley

Developers unveiled plans for the 
construction of 24 townhouse units 
on 2.7 acres of land at the corner of 
Nafziger and Gerber roads in Welles-
ley village. Presenting their client’s 
concept for the currently vacant plot 
at a public meeting August 28, the 
GSP Group requested a zone change 
to allow for the creation of the new 
condominium-style housing.

SEPTEMBER
Wellesley rec. director dies

Flags were lowered to half mast 
in Wellesley to honour Brad Voisin, 
the township’s director of recre-
ation, who passed away suddenly on 
September 3 at the age of 56. Voisin 
served to oversee the township’s 
range of recreational services, from 
its arenas and fields to its recreation 
centres.

Bauman opts against running again
Longtime Woolwich councillor 

Mark Bauman began winding down 
his 18-year stint as the representa-
tive for Ward 2, having opted not to 
run again in the October municipal 
election.

Having retired ear-
lier in the year from 
Menno S. Martin Con-
tractor Ltd., where he 
spent more than four 
decades, Bauman 
decided it was time to 
move on.

After serving five 
terms as a councillor, 
Bauman officially 
retired when the term 
of council expired at 
the end of November.

Residential/com-
mercial develop-

ment proposed for Bloomingdale
Plans for a small residential de-

velopment in Bloomingdale were 
revealed even as the developers 
looked to address concerns raised 
by government officials and neigh-
bours. Sawmill Development Corp. 
and Stevanus Developments Inc. ap-
plied for changes to the township’s 
official plan and the zoning to allow 
six residential lots and a commercial/
industrial property on a 13.3-acre site 
across from the community centre. 
The new subdivision calls for the 
residential lots to range in size from 
1.63 to 1.85 acres, and a commercial 
property on some three acres.

At a public meeting September 11, 
councillors heard that township staff, 
the Grand River Conservation Au-
thority and Bloomingdale residents 
all have questions and concerns 
about the development.

Amanda Lebold named ambas-
sador at Wellesley North Easthope 
Fall Fair

Amanda Lebold was crowned as 
the 2018 ambassador at the 165th 
Wellesley North Easthope Fall Fair 
on September 11. She took over the 
position of 2017-2018 winner Katie 
Kniesel.

The 17-year-old Lebold’s’ inspira-
tion to participate in the fair ambas-
sador event came from Kniesel, who 
recommended she try out.

St. Jacobs BIA wins rate increase
The St. Jacobs BIA’s plans to in-

crease the tax on businesses in the 
core won approval September 11 from 
Woolwich council.

The core-area group’s goal was to 
expand its role in promoting business 
activities in the village. To that end, 
it sought a threefold increase in the 
special tax levied on some 85 busi-
nesses.

To do that, the BIA (business im-
provement area) reached out to its 
members to back the plan, or at least 
not to object, which turned out to 
be the case: the township received 
just two objections, deputy clerk Jeff 
Smith told councillors. That was well 
below the third of members opposed 
needed to scuttle the plan.

Schuurmans family continues 

cross-country milk tour
With the Canadian dairy industry 

under fire, the Schuurmans fam-
ily opted to raise awareness. Henk 
Schuurmans decided to continue his 
cross-country milk tour in memory 
of his wife, Bettina Schuurmans, who 
died in a collision during the original 
tour in July.

“It’s just not right to not continue 
it,” said Henk Schuurmans. “We 
wanted to finish this trip, this unfin-
ished adventure.”

Left-turn lanes OK’d for Elmira in-
tersection

Left-turn lanes should be added 
into the mix when the Region of 
Waterloo reconstructs the intersec-
tion of Arthur and Church streets, 
Woolwich councillors decided Sep-
tember 25. They 
endorsed a plan 
that would add 
new lanes on 
both the east 
and west side of 
Church Street, 
corresponding to 
existing turning 
lanes on Arthur, 
when the work 
is carried out in 
2020.

The realign-
ment would elim-
inate the 11 exist-
ing parking spaces on the north and 
south sides of Church Street West.

It’s that change that was opposed 
by both the Elmira Business Im-
provement Area (BIA) and, specifi-
cally, by some of the merchants at the 
corner who depend on the on-street 
parking options.

Elmira greening plan approved
No one would mistake Elmira 

for the glass-and-concrete jungle of 
Toronto, but the small, rural town 
lags the sprawling metropolis when 
it comes to tree cover. Where the city 
boasts a tree canopy covering some 
26.6 per cent of the urban area, El-
mira can claim just 16.3 per cent.

To make up ground, Elmira 
needs a greening strategy to bring 
that coverage to 30 per cent, 
says the Township of Woolwich 
Environmental Enhancement 
Committee (TWEEC). Meeting 
September 25, Woolwich councillors 
agreed.

A study launched in 2016 resulted 
in the new greening plan that 
calls on the township to make tree 
coverage a priority, committing 
time and resources to the pursuit. In 
backing the plan, councillors agreed 
to establish a timeline for reaching 
the 30 per cent coverage, along with 
looking to free up staff resources to 
coordinate township-wide efforts.

Rachel Regier wins Wellesley Idol
Rachel Regier, 16, was named the 

Wellesley Idol winner for 2018, her 
strong voice and vocal range coming 
out on top at the final competition 
held September 29 during the Apple 
Butter and Cheese Festival.

In second place was Justine 
Sharma with her cover of “Say Some-
thing” by A Great Big World, followed 
by “Don’t Stop Believin’” by Journey. 

Sharma claimed the $300 prize.
Third place went to Mitchell Ro-

emer, who performed “Thinking Out 
Loud” by Ed Sheeran and “This Is 
Me” by the Greatest Showman, pick-
ing up $200 for his efforts.

OCTOBER
Council approves $1.5-million co-
gen project at WMC

Looking to reduce soaring operat-
ing and maintenance costs at the 
Woolwich Memorial Centre, the 
township decided to  install heat-
and-energy cogeneration equipment 
in the facility, along with a geother-
mal system for cooling and heating. 

The $1.5-million project, to be fi-
nanced largely through energy cost 

savings over the next 
20 years, was approved 
October 2 by Woolwich 
council.

The plan calls for what’s 
known as a combined 
heat and power (CHP) 
system, which generates 
electricity and captures 
the heat that would other-
wise be wasted to provide 
useful thermal energy, 
such as steam or hot wa-
ter, that can be used for 
space heating, cooling, 
domestic hot water and 

industrial processes, said a report 
presented to council.

Woolwich backs plan for Menno-
nite museum

Plans for a new museum to docu-
ment the area’s Mennonite history 
moved ahead with the support of 
the township, with Woolwich coun-
cil backing the project. Martin’s 
Historical Place will feature various 
agricultural artifacts from the 1800s 
and 1900s and provide history on the 
Mennonite culture. It’s to be located 
on Ronald Martin’s farm property at 
1057 Bridge St. W. near St. Jacobs and 
the Waterloo border.

Two new councillors at the table
The October 22 municipal 

election brought some changes to 
Woolwich. In Ward 1 (Elmira), which 
has two seats on township council, 
incumbent Patrick Merlihan was 
joined by newcomer Scott McMillan. 
Ward 2 saw Fred Redekop take 
over the position from long-time 
councillor Mark Bauman, who retired 
at the end of this term.

Rounding out the remaining 
members of Woolwich council were 
Mayor Sandy Shantz, and Ward 3 
councillors Murray Martin and Larry 
Shantz, all of whom ran unopposed 
and were acclaimed to their 
positions.

Election sees all incumbents return 
to Wellesley council

Wellesley’s governing body will 
had a very familiar look when all the 
voting was done on October 22, as all 
of the incumbents were returned to 
office.

Joe Nowak held onto his seat in a 
very tight battle for the mayoralty, 
edging challenger Bernia Wheaton by 
just 23 votes.
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In Ward 2, Herb Neher was 
returned after taking 150 votes to 
Mark Witmer’s 84. Ward 3 incumbent 
Peter van der Maas faced three 
challengers, coming out on top with 
593 ballots cast in his favour. That 
was followed by Joyce Barker at 433, 
Grant Kingsbury with 338 and Philip 
Morris, who had dropped out earlier, 
at 27.

Ward 1’s Shelley Wagner and Ward 
4’s Carl Smith already knew they’d be 
returning, having been acclaimed.

Voting system bogs down in town-
ships hours before polls close, forc-
ing extension

A fairly by-the-numbers municipal 
election was thrown dramatically 
off kilter in the townships after the 
exclusively electronic system used 
by both Woolwich and Wellesley suf-
fered severe slowdowns hours before 
polls were set to close on election 
day, October 22.

The unexpect-
ed delay forced 
both townships 
to extend voting 
by an additional 
24 hours, as hun-
dreds of voters 
were reportedly 
unable to cast 
their ballots 
through the in-
ternet-based sys-
tem used by both 
municipalities.

Latest version of 
new Birdland subdivision in Elmira 
gets OK

Woolwich council approved plans 
for the latest expansion to the Birdland 
subdivision in Elmira’s south end.

Southwood 4 will see a mix of sin-
gle-family homes, semis, townhouses 
and apartments on some 70 acres. 
Altogether, Birdland Developments’s 
plan calls for 481 to 552 units that will 
be home to some 1,270 to 1,430 people.

The final plan recommended 
by township planners and OK’d by 
council October 30 addresses many 
of the concerns raised by neighbours 
during a pair of public meetings, said 
manager of planning John Scarfone.

Woolwich to move on Breslau drain 
problems

With residents of the Elroy Acres 
subdivision in Breslau facing ongo-
ing flooding issues, Woolwich moved 
to make improvements to a rundown 

municipal drain.
As a first step, councillors meeting 

October 30 approved spending up to 
$50,000 to hire an engineering firm 
to begin investigating the problem 
and options for fixing it. Full engi-
neering costs could hit $150,000 and 
construction another $700,000, ac-
cording to estimates from the town-
ship’s drainage superintendent.

As with similar projects, the tab 
would eventually be picked up by the 
benefitting property owners.

NOVEMBER
Elmira sees rotating postal strikes

There was a slight delay in mail 
delivery when the Canadian Union 
Postal Workers (CUPW) rotating 
strike hit the Elmira location Novem-
ber 2.

The picketers outside the Arthur 
Street facility were part 
of some 750 Canada Post 
employees taking part 
in protests in Waterloo 
Region.

Lack of races rather than 
technology seen as rea-
son for lower turnout in 
Woolwich

A lower voter turnout 
for October’s Woolwich 
election had more to do 
with limited voting op-
tions than with a shift to 
electronic voting, said 
township staff responsible 

for running the election. 
Voter turnout dropped to 31.3 per 

cent this down, down from 37 per 
cent in 2014 and 36 per cent in 2010. 
That number is higher, however, than 
27 per cent seen in 2006 and 23 per 
cent in 2003.

That the mayor’s position and both 
Ward 3 seats were filled by acclamation 
likely caused a drop, suggested Jeff 
Smith, the township’s deputy clerk, to 
councillors meeting November 6.

Ribbon cutting marks new bridge 
in Wellesley

A Wellesley bridge back in service, 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony was 
held to mark the occasion and the 
township’s partnership with the 
province and other agencies to get 
the work done.

Provincial Minister of Infrastruc-
ture Monte McNaughton was joined 
by area Conservative MPPs and 

Wellesley council members for the 
November 8 ceremony at Bridge 26, 
located on Nafziger Road, north of 
Henry Street.

New Elmira headquarters opens
Once home to a farm-equipment 

dealer, an Elmira site was trans-
formed into the new 
headquarters of Liv-
ing Waters Christian 
Bookstore. 

The completed 
renovations of the 
former Premier 
Equipment building 
west of downtown 
Elmira allowed the 
company to move 
from Linwood. In 
addition to offices, 
the location feature 
warehouse space and 
a retail store under 
one roof. The facility joins four retail 
locations.

Woolwich hires outside fi rm to pick 
up the slack in its building depart-
ment

Short-staffed and expecting some-
thing of a building boom, Woolwich 
decided to bring in some extra help 
with its building department. The 
township signed on with RMS Build-
ing Consultants to provide assistance 
on an as-needed basis. 

Woolwich councillors meeting 
November 20 approved the arrange-
ment in an attempt to avoid any 
backlogs. 

Breslau home under con-
struction explodes

Still under construction, a 
Breslau house was reduced 
to rubble in a fire that caused 
damages pegged at $1 million.

The structure on Wool-
wich Street South was still 
being built and unoccupied 
at the time of the fire, which 
broke out in the early morn-
ing hours of November 23. 
No injuries were reported, 
though a neighbouring home 
was damaged to the tune of 
$50,000 by the heat from the 
blaze.

DECEMBER
Hwy. 7 project on hold pending pro-

vincial review
Having already spent some $120 

million on the project, the province 
is unlikely to halt work on the new 
Highway 7 between Kitchener and 
Guelph, local officials posited in 
the wake of a freeze announced by 
Queen’s Park.

The Ford govern-
ment said it was re-
viewing its finances, 
meaning there was no 
timeline for complet-
ing the highway.

Discussed for de-
cades, the new route 
finally saw actual con-
struction work begin 
in 2015. Following the 
election, however, the 
province announced 
it would be taking 
another look at the 
project.

New Elmira bus proving to be a 
popular option during test run

Halfway through its six-month tri-
al run, the “Elmira Bus” was exceed-
ing the expectations of the Kiwanis 
Transit organizer who jumpstarted 
the venture. The service provides 
both in-town transit and a connec-
tion to the GRT route that connects 
Elmira to Waterloo. It was launched 
in September as an official pilot proj-
ect funded by Kiwanis Transit, which 
is picking up the bulk of the costs 
with a $45,000 contribution, and the 
Township of Woolwich, which is con-
tributing $9,000 and an additional 
$4,000 for signage and promotion.

From 
September 2 
through No-
vember 30, 
there have 
been 3,012 
rides. No-
vember saw 
1,218 bus trips 
alone. The 
route circles 
around Elmira, 
with 24 stops 
along the way

Stone Crock 
companies get new owners in sale 
by Shantz family

A well regarded name in St. Jacobs 
for generations, from the meats and 
cheese store to the bakery, and the 
iconic restaurant at the heart of the 
village, the Stone Crock has been a 

mainstay of the community for more 
than 40 years.

Headed by the entrepreneurial 
Shantz family, known for their stew-
ardship of the local farmers’ market 
through Mercedes Corporation, the 
legacy of Stone Crock passed to new 
hands at the Fat Sparrow Group.

The sale of the Stone Crock follows 
a steady divestment of the Shantz 
family from business ventures in 
the township, including the sale of 
the market late last year to Schlegel 
Urban Developments. Taking over 
the reins of the local business were 
Nick and Natalie Benninger of Fat 
Sparrow Group.

Wellesley re-opens committee of 
adjustment to the public

Wellesley will once again be 
opening membership on its 
committee of adjustment to the 
public, township council decided. 

Acting on a proposal from Coun. 
Shelly Wagner, councillors meeting 
December 18 voted 3-1 to reverse, 
at least somewhat, its stance on 
the committee. In March 2017, 
council dissolved the citizen-staffed 
committee of adjustment, taking 
on the duties itself. The latest move 
would see councillors and members 
of the public on the body.

Wellesley takes aim at aff ordable 
housing issue

Affordable housing, namely 
the lack of it in the township, was 
perhaps one of the biggest concerns 
to emerge from the municipal 
election Wellesley. Particularly for 
young families looking to start life 
in the township on limited incomes 
and seniors hoping to find smaller 
and more affordable quarters in their 
home communities, the options 
were seen as limited. To that end, the 
township is considering allowing the 
creation of second units on lots as a 
possible solution.

Better known as basement apart-
ments, in-law suites, coach houses 
and granny flats, a second unit is 
defined as a self-contained dwelling 
created within, or adjacent to, an 
existing home. The units would by 
necessity require their own ameni-
ties, such as a bedroom, kitchen and 
full washroom, and may be rented 
out as distinct homes.

Wellesley councillors meeting De-
cember 18 gave the go-ahead for public 
consultations to begin into instituting 
second units in the township.

New Year’s
Resolution

Promotion  

Cynthia L. Hastings BA (Hons) LLB      Scott A. Grainger LLB

Waters, Hastings & Graingerg g
Professional Corporation

ew Year’sew Year’s

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

ew Year’s

er
Professional CorporationProfessional Corporation

Friendly, Experienced & Passionate 
legal representation with high integrity 
from your local, full service law firmfrom your local, full service law firm

21 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-1641 | whglaw.ca

LLB

Former Assistant Crown Attorney

For wills & powers of attorney 
completed between Nov. 30/18 
and Jan. 31/19.

 For all of you who have been
meaning to get your will done but

just haven’t gotten around to it. 

$25 OFFPER
PERSON

When “That 
will never 
happen 
to me” 
happens.

1201022CN State Farm Canadian Head Office, Aurora, Ontario

I'm ready to help.

There’s never a good time for 
an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count 
on State Farm® to be there 
quickly so you can get your life 
back to normal.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Jeff Watkin, Agent
151 Frobisher Dr, Ste A204
Waterloo, ON  N2V 2C9
Bus: 519-886-4470
jeff.watkin.icjk@statefarm.com

8 Snyder Ave. N., Elmira, ON  |  519.669.4111
www.chartwell.com

CHARTWELL ELMIRA 
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

Please join us to celebrate Joan Norris’s 
Retirement from Chartwell Elmira.
OPEN HOUSE: Monday, January 7th

from 2:00-4:00pm in the Activity Room

St. Jacobs Stone Crock Restaurant changes 
hands as Shantz family divests interests.

Rotating postal strikes in Elmira.

Living Waters relocates to Elmira.
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EVEN IF THE CREDIT card bills haven’t started 
rolling in just yet to remind you of any over-
spending for the holidays, there’s a good chance 
“getting the finances in order” was a popular 
New Year’s resolution. 

A poll leading into the holiday season indicated some 60 
per cent of Canadians expected to overspend, with about 
half of us indicating we’d gone into debt buying presents 
during previous Christmases. About a quarter of say the 
financial stress of the season negatively impacts our mental 
health.

The corollary of that is paying down debt is our number-
one financial priority heading into 2019, egged on by worries 
about the cost of living, rising interest rates and the low Ca-
nadian dollar.  

The good news is some of us are starting to tackle our re-
cord levels of personal debt. The bad news is that debt has 
been fueling our economy – two-thirds of it based on con-
sumer spending. The good news is we’re saving more. The 
bad news is we’re not really optimistic about the future.

And we have no idea what that will mean as the economy 
struggles.

Canadians have lost confidence that the national econ-
omy or their personal financial situation will improve any 
time soon. That’s part of why we want to pay down debt – at 
26 per cent in a recent poll, it’s the top financial priority, fol-
lowed by keeping up with bills and getting by (14 per cent), 
growing wealth (12 per cent), saving for a vacation (seven 
per cent), and saving for retirement (six per cent). Among 
the 29 per cent of Canadians who have taken on more debt 
in the past 12 months, top reasons cited are to cover day-to-
day items (34 per cent), purchase a new vehicle (24 per cent) 
and pay for a home repair or renovation (20 per cent). Little 
changed from last year, Canadians say their top sources of 
debt are: credit card (45 per cent), mortgage (31 per cent), car 
loan (23 per cent), line of credit (22 per cent), personal loan 
(11 per cent) 28 per cent say they have no debt.

With both runaway housing prices and the scary increase 
in the number of people going into debt to pay daily expens-
es, the growth of debt has outstripped increases in average 
income.

Easy credit and low interest rates that fueled the borrow-
ing are both receding.

As the recent Christmas frenzy reminded us, it’s our 
spending habits that have got the better of us: bigger homes, 
new cars, electronic toys and so on. Our wants are limitless, 
while ability to pay for them is not.

Worse still, our real incomes and net worth are in decline, 
meaning we’re borrowing just to maintain the status quo. 
So, even as household debt climbed relative to our incomes, 
we had less than we did last year. Although residential real-
estate assets increased, this was more than offset by the 
decline in the value of our investment in stocks (including 
mutual funds) and our pensions.

Caught between falling incomes and growing household 
debt, we’re using borrowed money to finance day-to-day 
expenses rather than consumer goodies.

Clearly debt is a problem at the individual level, just as 
it is with governments. The key to changing the situation 
rests not only with cuts and austerity – we should, however, 
be saving for the future – but with seeing actual economic 
growth that moves us away from a dependence on consum-
erism as its fuel.

While recent polls indicate we’re concerned about debt, 
there’s still far more talk than action.

Addicted to debt, 
but it’s our no. 1 
financial concern

The Kurds are like 
Kleenex. You use them, 
and then you throw them 
away.

The Kurds of Syria are 
now frantically digging 
trenches around their cities 
and towns just south of the 
Turkish border, because 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyib Erdogan has said 
that President Donald 
Trump gave a “positive 
response” to his plan for 
an invasion of Kurdish-
controlled territory in 
Syria. Trump confirmed it 
by announcing that he will 
pull all U.S. troops out of 
Syria within 30 days. 

Erdogan would have 
invaded long ago if the U.S. 
army and air force were 
not protecting the Syrian 
Kurds, but at that time the 
United States depended 
heavily on the Kurds in 
its campaign to eliminate 
Islamic State. IS controlled 
the eastern third of Syria, 
and from 2015 on it was 
the Kurdish ‘People’s 
Protection Units’ (YPG) 
who provided most of the 

Trump’s policy-by-Twitter approach will betray the Kurds
ground troops for that 
campaign.

There were some 2,000 
U.S. troops in eastern 
Syria too, but it was the 
Kurds who bore the brunt 
of the fighting and the 
casualties. Indeed, a 
principal role of the U.S. 
forces was to deter Turkey 
from attacking the Kurds, 
because Turkey, at war 
with its own big Kurdish 
minority, strongly opposed 
the Syrian Kurds’ ambition 
for independence.

But now Islamic State 
has been destroyed (or at 
least so Donald Trump 
believes), and the U.S. 
has no further need of the 
Kurds. Time to throw them 
away.

Deprived of U.S. air 
support, the Syrian Kurds 
have little hope of resisting 
a Turkish invasion. As 
Turkish Defence Minister 
Hulusi Akar said: “They 
can dig tunnels or ditches 
if they want. They can go 
underground if they want. 
When the time and place 
come, they will be buried 
in their ditches.” So where 
can the Kurds turn?

Only to Damascus, where 
Syrian dictator Bashar 
al-Assad has sworn to 
recover “every inch” of 

Syrian territory from the 
various rebel militia forces 
that controlled different 
parts of the country. All 
that remains to fulfil that 
ambition is the recovery 
of Idlib province in the 
northwest, still held by 
Turkish-backed Islamist 
extremists – and of the 
Kurdish-controlled north-
east of the country.

For the Syrian Kurds, 
reeling from the American 
betrayal, the urgent, 
unavoidable question has 
become: would you rather 
be conquered by the Turks 
or by Assad? There is no 
third option: the dream of 
independence is dead.

When Turkey conquered 
the much smaller Kurdish-
majority enclave of Afrin 
in north-western Syria last 
February, almost every 
Kurd in the territory was 
driven into exile. Assad’s 
rule is unattractive, but the 
Syrian Kurds have carefully 
avoided fighting his forces 
(they only fought IS), and 
they might be able to cut 
a deal that left them some 
local autonomy. After all, 
Assad doesn’t want the 
Turks taking control of 
eastern Syria either.

The Kurds aren’t fools, 
and as the likelihood of 

an American defection 
grew in the course of this 
year they sent several 
delegations to Damascus to 
see what Assad would offer.

They came back 
disappointed, because 
Assad did not want to do 
anything that would open 
the door to a federal state 
in Syria, and he quite 
rightly thought that he 
had the upper hand. But 
now that the U.S. pullout 
from eastern Syria and 
the Turkish invasion of 
the same region have both 
become imminent realities, 
he may want to think again.

This is a part of Syria rich 
in oil, water and wheat. 
Assad needs its resources 
to rebuild the country, and 
a Turkish occupation could 
be a long-lasting affair. It’s 
therefore possible that he 
will make a deal with the 
Syrian Kurds to keep the 
region in Syrian hands.

The return of the Syrian 
army would be tricky to 
manage, since it would 
have to arrive in each part 
of the region after the 
Americans left (to avoid 
clashes) but before the 
Turks arrived. Moreover, 
the Syrian army is seriously 

DYER | 10

Just days into the new year, with broken resolutions or otherwise, the holiday spirit becomes much harder to maintain.
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Year-end summaries of celebrity deaths can hit home

The year-end recita-
tion of the celebrities 
who passed on in 2018 
included some big names, 
including Stephen Hawk-
ing, Burt Reynolds, Penny 
Marshall, Stan Lee and 
Anthony Bourdain, not to 
mention Aretha Franklin 
and Neil Simon.

Some of those that flew 
under the radar – well, 
my radar, at least – were 
the likes of country musi-
cian Roy Clark of Hee Haw 
fame, who died November 
15 at age 85; Robin Leach, 
he of Lifestyles of the Rich 
and Famous, died August 
24 at the age of 76, and 
actress Sondra Locke, 
dead at 73 on November 3. 
Writer Tom Wolfe was 88 
when he died on May 14. 
Verne Troyer, known for 
his role as Mini-Me in the 
Austin Powers films, died 
on April 21 at 49. Margot 
Kidder died May 13 at the 
age of 69. Jerry Van Dyke 
was 86.

For music fans, Dolo-
res O’Riordan of the Irish 

rock group The Cranber-
ries was 46 when she died 
January 15, while Pete 
Shelley of the legendary 
Buzzcocks left us on De-
cember 6, age 63.

Some of the most mel-
ancholy moments came 
courtesy of the passing 
of those who were part of 
my TV-viewing past. That 
list included Ken Berry, 
of F Troop and Mayberry 
R.F.D. fame, who died 
December 1 at age 85. 
Bill Daily, who was Major 
Healey on the I Dream of 
Jeannie and who appeared 
on The Bob Newhart Show 
died Sept. 8 at 91.

Fans of the memorable 
Soap lost both Robert 
Mandan, who played 
Chester Tate, and Don-
nelly Rhodes, who was 
the hapless escaped con-
vict Dutch Leitner. 

David Ogden Stiers, Maj. 
Charles Winchester III 
on M.A.S.H, and John Ma-
honey, dad Martin Crane 
on the sitcom Frasier, were 
also memorable charac-
ters from iconic shows.

Taking stock at year’s 
end is always tough. Those 
of us born in the TV age 
grew up with a wide social 
circle invented by Hol-

lywood and beamed into 
homes round the clock. 
In many ways, we’re more 
attached to the people we 
see on TV than in those 
around us – our Friends 
are more real than our 
friends, in some instances. 
And when they die, either 
as actors or characters, 
the grief can be as real as 
if somebody close to you 
had passed on.

While movies had 
launched the notion of 
celebrity, our attachment 
grew in leaps and bounds 
with television, which 
brought them into the 
intimate confines of our 
homes. The phenomenon 
is linked to the suburban 
growth that followed the 
war.

The common responses 
to celebrity deaths demon-
strate important realities 
about how people build re-
lationships with the media 
they consume, according 
to a Kansas State Univer-
sity cognitive psycholo-
gist. Prof. Richard Harris 
has studied a number of 
aspects of the psychology 
of mass communication. 
His focus has been on how 
people acquire knowledge 
from media. Among his 

studies has been an exam-
ination of how watching 
certain media with differ-
ent people influences the 
experience. 

Harris says many people 
develop relationships 
with media characters in 
a similar manner to how 
they do so in real life. This 
phenomenon is referred to 
as parasocial interaction. 
The one-sided relation-
ship is most commonly 
observed between celeb-
rities and their fans. A 
prominent example cited 
by Harris was the popular 
television show Friends. 
The show aired for 10 
years and revolved around 
six principal characters. 

“Many people have 
probably spent more time 
with the characters on 
‘Friends’ than they have 
with most of their real-life 
friends,” Harris says. “Of 
course they haven’t inter-
acted with them – it’s very 
one-sided. People can, if 
drama is particularly well 
acted and written, identify 
with the characters. That’s 
a significant relationship. 
That becomes particularly 
acute often when a char-
acter dies or a famous per-
son dies with whom you 

have such a relationship 
with.”

Spontaneous displays 
of grieving after the death 
of a famous person or 
celebrity are not new. 
For example, impromptu 
memorials appeared for 
Princess Diana, Michael 
Jackson and John Lennon 
following their deaths. 

Harris says these losses 
have a distinct difference 
from the loss of a family 
member.

“We don’t have the 
social structures and sup-
port for grieving the loss 
of a media character or, 
in particular, a fictional 
character,” he notes. 
“Somebody’s real upset 
that their favorite soap 
opera character was killed 
off yesterday and they 
tell someone about that 
and they laugh. It’s a very 
different reaction than if 
their grandmother had 
died.”

As a result, social media 
postings can turn thera-
peutic for some devoted 
fans or supporters, Harris 
said. Fellow celebrities 
have also taken to social 
media sites and other me-
diums to mourn the loss of 
fellow stars or influential 

people. 
While parasocial in-

teraction was first writ-
ten about as early as the 
1950s, instances only 
began increasing with the 
rise of television and mov-
ies and the more realistic 
depictions of fictional 
characters. 

“Both have the visual 
and auditory modality,” 
Harris says. “Television 
and movies look a lot 
more real than radio or 
print media. I think the 
degree of identification 
and emotional response is 
much greater.”

We spend more time 
with fictional characters – 
and the actors portraying 
them – than we do with 
many of the real people 
in our lives. When old 
aunt Cora, who you saw 
occasionally at family 
functions over the years, 
passes away, you’re likely 
to feel little, if anything at 
all. It seems that’s not the 
case if the actor you watch 
daily in reruns shuffles 
off this mortal coil. People 
who don’t shed a tear at a 
family funeral might bawl 
like babies over the death 
of a character on TV or in 
the movies.

What is your New Year’s resolution?

“To learn to ski and tubing!”

 » Lucas Rose

“To not make a New Year’s resolution.”

 » Tod Rose

“To try new things.”

 » Micah Verwey

“Eat healthier.”

 » Monica Zahra

“To play more shows with my band.”

 » Easton Page

“Yet despite all this, the Mennonite community has been virtually forgotten in the discussion around the fate of the bridge.” Paul Marrow | 10
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DYER: Kurds are preparing 
for yet another betrayal
FROM | 8

 » Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives

short of manpower, and 
this operation would 
require a lot of it.

All the more reason to 
give the YPG a continuing 
role in the region’s security, 
the Kurds might argue, 
and it’s not impossible 
that Assad might buy that 
argument provided that 
the Kurdish militia became 
(at least in theory) a part of 
the Syrian army.

So the Russians may 
be right. When Trump 
revealed via Twitter that 
he was going to pull all 
American forces out of 
Syria, Russian foreign 
ministry spokeswoman 

Maria Zakharova 
responded that the U.S. 
decision could result in 
“genuine, real prospects for 
a political settlement” in 
Syria. And it’s true.

Turkey could be 
convinced (by the 
Russians) that letting 
Assad take control of 
Kurdish-majority parts of 
Syria is enough to end the 
alleged Kurdish ‘threat’ 
to Turkish security. Then 
only the single province of 
Idlib would remain beyond 
Assad’s reach, and that’s 
not really a critical issue.

In fact, the fix could be in 
already. We’ll know shortly. 
But no matter what, the 
Kurds lose again. Of course.

Only 4% of Canadian CEOs and 10% of top executives are women. 
Among full-time workers, women make $0.83 for every dollar men 
make. Among senior managers the ratio is $0.86. However, among 
top executives, women make just $0.68 for every dollar their male 
colleagues make. This amounts to women at the top of corporate 
Canada getting paid $950,000 less a year.

 » Manuel Fontaine, UNICEF director of emergency programmes, on a new report that 
shows millions of children are at risk due to ongoing conflicts

“2019 marks the 30th anniversary of the landmark Convention on 
the Rights of the Child and the 70th anniversary of the Geneva 
Conventions, yet today, more countries are embroiled in internal or 
international conflict than at any other time in the past three 
decades. Children living through conflict are among the least likely 
to be guaranteed their rights. Attacks on children must end.” 

 » From the Jan. 2, 2015 edition of The Observer

Former Wellesley councillor Jim Olender passed away Dec. 26 at 
Grand River Hospital. He was 70. Olender, a two-term 
representative for Ward 3 (2006-2014), had run for mayor in the 
election just two months earlier in a race run by Joe Nowak. 
Olender was remembered fondly by his former colleagues from 
around the council table.

YOUR VIEW / LETTER

Fire Roasted Red 
Pepper & Olive Loaf

Store Made Deli Sliced

WEEKLY SPECIALS
Specials from January 7th - January 12th

$2.79 REG. PRICE
$3.29 /lb.

Fresh

Center Cut 
Pork Chops

Grab & Go 
Chickens

REG. PRICE
$3.99 /lb.

$3.49

$5.49
3031 Lobsinger Line, Heidelberg 519-699-4590

Mon. - Wed. 8-6; Thurs. - Fri. 8-8; Saturday 7:30-5

Visit us online at www.stemmlermeats.ca

$8.99

Regular or  
Garlic Bologna

Store Made Deli Sliced 

REG. PRICE
$4.49 /lb.

$3.49

REG. PRICE
$3.29 /lb.

$2.69

Store Made Reg. or Spicy 

Sweet Pickled 
Cottage Rolls

Fresh

Store Made

Long
Pig Tails

Call to 
Reserve

REG. PRICE
$6.49 /lb.

REG. PRICE
$11.99  ea.

Mennonite 
community given 
no consideration 
in bridge closure 
report

To the Editor,
I was disappointed in 
the editorial and article 
regarding the Peel Street 
bridge in Winterbourne 
(Observer, Dec. 27/18). In 
the editorial you sacrificed 
the bridge on the altar of 
economics and dismissed 
the historic and aesthetic 
aspects of the structure. 
Unfortunately you seem 
to have ignored a very 
significant factor in the 
functionality of this 
bridge. You have made the 
same error of omission as 
council and the consulting 
engineers did and made 
no attempt to examine the 
importance of this bridge 
to our local Mennonite 
community.

Woolwich “makes a lot 
of hay” from its Mennonite 
communities. They are 
the main draw of the farm-
ers’ market. They drive a 
large part of the economies 
of Elmira and St. Jacobs. 
They bring millions of dol-
lars annually to Woolwich 
in tourism dollars. Their 
farms and businesses 
drive a good proportion of 
the entire township. Yet 
despite all this, the Menno-
nite community has been 
virtually forgotten in the 
discussion around the fate 
of the bridge.

Consider the following 
points arising from the 
latest presentation by the 
consulting engineers on 
the bridge’s fate: 

• No data collected as 
far as my research 
has uncovered 
regarding buggy and 
bicycle use of the 
bridge;

• Alternate routes 

casually thrown 
out that might 
make a 10-minute 
difference in a car 
but make between 
70 and 80 minutes 
for every round trip 
in a buggy;

• No accommodation 
made in the 
consultation to 
allow input from 
the Mennonite 
community. 
Virtually all of the 
material is available 
only online and only 
the second public 
meeting at which the 
“preferred option” 
was presented was 
held locally;

• In the evaluation 
table generated 
by the consulting 
engineers under the 
major headings of 
social and cultural 
effects there is 
zero mention of 
the Mennonite 
population, despite 
the fact that the 
significance of 
aboriginal artifacts 
was considered;

From the appearance of 
the presentation materials,  
the consulting engineers, 
were never instructed by 
Woolwich Township to give 
any consideration to the 
Mennonite community.

If my analysis of this 
process is at all accurate 
then this entire exercise 
has been a sham, carefully 
orchestrated to produce 
an outcome that is based 
solely on dollars and a 
slap in the face of my 
Mennonite neighbours.

PAUL MARROW | WINTERBOURNE

Your resolve: be 
more engaged in 
your community. 
A resolution you 
can keep with 
help from us.

The results of
doing nothing.

Get your business hopping again. 

Advertise locally.

Call us: 519-669-5790 x104 or online: observerxtra.com/ads
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SPORTS
MARTIAL ARTS / ON THE WORLD STAGE

Breslau siblings heading to Jamaica  
with Team Canada early in the new year
Brother and sister predicted to put on strong show of martial arts skills at world championships

VERONICA REINER

GALEA | 12

OPEN
COUNTRY

Winter  
and two 
degrees of 
separation

Early this morning, 
when I walked my Lab-
rador retriever Millie, the 
temperature was minus-18 
degrees. Though I didn’t 
know this for a fact, I 
guessed this within 2 de-
grees.

This is something I would 
expect from any Canadian 
sporting dog owner.

The telltale signs were 
there. 

First, Millie was walking 
on three legs. 

This is a fantastic ad-
aptation to cold weather 
practiced by dogs who are 
too dignified to wear gaudy 
woolen booties – as most 
sporting dog breeds are. 
Sure, they appreciate the 
fact that mom knit them a 
pair just prior to Christmas 
but they also have their 
pride and know that there 
is no way they can assert 
dominance over other dogs 
they meet while wearing 
red booties with cute little 
snowflakes. 

They believe it is far less 
embarrassing to walk on 
three legs. And rightly so.

In case you haven’t 
witnessed this, the dog in 
question alternates which 
foot is off the ground during 

NOT SO GREAT 
OUTDOORSMAN / 

STEVE GALEA

The Team Canada mar-
tial arts team is off to 
Montego Bay, Jamaica ear-
ly in the new year to show 
off  its skills on the inter-
national stage. The group, 
which includes young 
Breslau athletes Hannah 
and Ethan Wright, recently 
held one last practice in 
Waterloo before making 
the trip south.

One of their trainers, 
Julian Shaumon of the 
Shaumon Generation of 
Martial Arts, expressed 
confidence that the young 
brother-sister duo would 
put in a strong showing at 
the world championships. 

“I have absolutely no 
doubt they’re going to 
do well,” said Shaumon. 
“They are the best kids 
that you can imagine in 
that they’re coachable. 
That’s pretty much the 
number-one thing in mar-
tial arts: as long as you’re 
coachable, you can do 
pretty much anything.”

Dozens of attendees 
made an appearance at 
the final practice, which 
included a send-off from 
Kitchener Centre MPP 
Laura Mae Lindo.

“Congratulations on 
your exemplary skills and 
athleticism for making 
Team Canada,” said Lindo. 
“Your dedication to mar-
tial arts and representation 
of Canada at the interna-
tional level of martial arts 

Christmas was good to the team, which looks to keep things rolling in the new year with a busy weekend

JACKS | 12

Applejacks post three straight wins to end 2018
VERONICA REINER

The Wellesley Apple-
jacks didn’t get much 
time off, but they certainly 
enjoyed Christmas week, 
gifting themselves three 
wins in games against Ta-
vistock, Ayr and Burford.

The wins landed the team 
in third place in the South 
Doherty Division of the 
Provincial Junior Hockey 

League, their 44 points just 
four behind the second-
place New Hamburg Fire-
birds and 11 behind the 
first-place Tavistock Braves. 
Wellesley opened up a bit 
of a cushion over the Paris 
Mounties and Norwich 
Merchants, both tied for 
fourth with 39 points. 

The Jacks got things roll-
ing by facing off against 
the Braves in Tavistock just 

prior to Santa’s big day, 
posting a 3-2 overtime deci-
sion on December 23.

It was the visitors that got 
on the board first, taking 
advantage of a power play 
at 7:40 of the opening pe-
riod. That would be the only 
scoring play of the stanza, 
however. 

There was a bit more ac-
tion in the second, with the 
teams swapping goals.

Alex Uttley (James Ran-
son) scored Wellesley’s first 
goal of the game at 8:11, but 
the Braves were quick to 
respond with an unassisted 
goal less than a minute lat-
er. It was 2-1 Tavistock after 
40 minutes.

James Ranson (Uttley, 
Shaun Pickering) managed 
to tie things up again by 
potting one at 5:10 in the 
third frame. Wellesley had 

plenty of chances, out-
shooting Tavistock 16-9 en 
route to a 34-28 advantage 
by game’s end, but couldn’t 
get another in regulation, 
sending the teams to over-
time.

Things were tense but 
uneventful until Wellesley’s 
Daniel Tsiampas scored the 
game-winning goal at 1:53, 
with Reade MacInnes and 
Zachary Lyons picking up 

assists – the Jacks’ only lead 
all night was the one that 
mattered.

Following a four-day 
break for Christmas, the 
Jacks showed no ill effects 
from the turkey when they 
returned to the ice Decem-
ber 27 in Ayr.

Wellesley wasted no time 
getting on the board, with 
Shaun Pickering scoring 

and representation of  Can-
ada at the international 
congress of martial arts is 
inspirational to our com-
munity. So congratulations 
on your achievement and I 
wish you the best to Team 
Canada.”

The duo has been train-
ing relentlessly to prepare 
for the upcoming chal-
lenge. Hannah previously 
trained for a minimum of 
six hours a week and trav-
elled to New York in No-
vember to compete in the 
2018 Karate Tournament 
of Champions (KTOC), and 

Breslau martial artists Hannah and Ethan Wright are off to Montego Bay in Jamaica January 5-6 to compete on the international stage.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

Team Canada met up for a practice session at Shaumon Generation of Martial Arts in 
Waterloo before making the trip.  [SUBMITTED]

then competed in Toronto 
November 30 - December 
1. Travelling for competi-
tions is nothing new to the 
team.

Shaumon made note of 
the skill progression from 
the martial artists, particu-
larly Hannah.

“Just to put it into per-
spective, Hannah when 
she started training with 
me personally, she didn’t 
have that natural ability,” 
said Shaumon. “But Han-
nah had the work ethic. As 
I said, she was coachable. 
She’s turned into one of 

the most sought-after and 
decorated martial artists 
in Ontario. It just shows 
you that as long as you’re 
coachable and you have 
the work ethic, and you try, 

what you can do. She went 
from zero to 100 very, very 
fast. She did it, and she 
hasn’t turned back since.”

The team will compete 
in Jamaica January 5-6.
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their gait. Done correctly, 
and by that I mean remem-
bering not to lick another 
paw while doing it, this is a 
seamless and effective way 
to keep paws from freezing 
for 25 per cent longer.

You would think this 
would work for people but 
trust me it doesn’t. Instead 
of getting a 50 percent re-
prieve from freezing your 
feet, you just fall over into 
snow banks, which only 

complicates matters. This 
is why we choose to wear 
heavy boots and socks.

The question, those of 
us with inquiring minds 
always wonder about, is at 
what point do dogs resort 
to using two legs. Well, my 
detailed studies have deter-
mined that this is between 
minus-25 and minus-27 
depending on the relative 
humidity and wind chill.

At these extreme temper-
atures, dogs do this ridicu-

lous two-legged hop as soon 
as they step outside, keep-
ing alternate feet off the 
ground at all times. Then, 
they give you this gruff look 
that says, “So what if I do 
my business on the front 
step? You can clean it up 
later. It’s freezing out here.”

Needless to say, the ex-
ceptions are shitzus, chi-
huahuas, and any form of 
wiener dog. Each of these 
dogs has no dignity to begin 
with and would gladly wear 

red booties with cute little 
snowflakes throughout the 
year if you let them. Heck, 
they’ll go farther than that. 
They’ll wear sweaters and 
scarves, and be carried in a 
purse.

This is something no 
self-respecting sporting dog 
would do. 

Huskies are the exception 
to all of this, by the way. 
They’ll run on four feet all 
day long or at least when 
everyone is watching. 

In her last days, my old 
springer spaniel Callie 
(RIP) basically needed to 
be carried into the house 
on frigid days after doing 
her business. This was not 
so embarrassing to her be-
cause she acted like she had 
commandeered me and was 
in charge of the whole op-
eration – something all the 
other dogs respected. Plus, 
she was of an age where she 
couldn’t care less.

What I respect most is 

that she never wore dog 
booties at any time during 
her long and happy life. 
And neither will Millie, no 
matter how many pairs 
Jenn knits. After all, Millie 
is a member of a dignified 
breed known for enthusias-
tically retrieving geese and 
ducks out of icy waters.

There is no way she 
would wear red woolen boo-
ties with little snowflakes. 
Which is good because we 
have the same sized feet.

GALEA: Little red booties with snowflakes on them can’t be worn by just anybody
FROM |11

steaks! steaks! steaks!

82 Maddison St., W. Monkton, ON • 519-347-9999

Free Will Offering of a Loonie
per steak dinner, The Diner will also be

donating a Loonie per steak.
ALL PROCEEDS to the Listowel and Seaforth Hospitals

TO
RESERVE

CALL:

THREE DAY DEAL!

ALL DINNERS INCLUDE
MASHED OR FRIES AND

VEGETABLES & COLESLAW
ALL DRINKS ARE EXTRA

REGULAR MENU AVAILABLE

NY Strip Steak $16.99    SENIORS $15.59
Sirloin Steak $15.99    SENIORS $14.99

January 10th, 11th, 12th  • 11am -7pm

Let’s Fill the Loonie Bin!

Visit Martin’s:

just 19 seconds in the first 
frame. Uttley and Warren 
Gorman picked up assists. 
Ayr was quick to respond, 
however, taking advan-
tage of their early power 
play and scoring at 4:38. 
Wellesley was determined 
to dominate this frame, 
with Gorman (Ethan Hebel, 
Jonathon Tsiampas) pot-
ting another goal at 6:01, 
and Pickering (Uttley, Gor-
man) scoring another at 
18:50. This gave Wellesley a 
comfortable 3-1 lead.

The Centennials picked 
up the pace in the second, 

scoring just 35 seconds in 
on a power play. Wellesley 
gave up yet another goal on 
a power play at 9:53, before 
getting back on track at 
12:04, with an unassisted 
goal by Jonathon Tsiam-
pas. Ayr’s Jackson White 
responded quickly with an 
unassisted goal at 13:06, 
evening the scoreboard at 
4-4 headed into the last 
period.

The Jacks kept their cool, 
with Gorman (Pickering, 
Uttley) potting one and 
regaining the lead at 7:27. 
James Ranson (Cole Bend-
er, Danny Ranson) scored 

another one at 9:14 for good 
measure, resulting in the 
team’s 6-4 win. 

Wellesley’s final game of 
the calendar year against 
Burford was considerably 
less even, as the Jacks gave 
the home crowd plenty to 
cheer about in an 11-0 past-
ing of the Bulldogs.

James Ranson (Ma-
cInnes, Danny Ranson) 
kicked off the match with 
a goal at 7:33, followed by 
Gorman (Uttley, Pickering) 
at 14:03. Tyler Schwindt 
scored an unassisted goal 
very quickly after, at 14:17. 
Uttley potted the final goal 
of the frame while short-

handed at 17:38, with Gor-
man and Bryce Dettweiler 
picking up assists. 

Wellesley kept up the 
scoring frenzy headed into 
the second period, with 
Burford never getting the 
chance to come back. Gor-
man (Pickering, Colton 
Culbert) took advantage 
of the power play, potting 
a goal just 32 seconds in. 
Pickering (Uttley, Ethan 
Hebel) kept up the heat 
scoring another in under 
a minute at 0:57. Gorman 
obtained a hat trick, scoring 
his third goal of the game at 
8:57, while the assist went 
to Shaun Pickering. Aiden 

Kruger scored the final goal 
of the stanza, with assists 
going to both of the Ran-
sons – James and Danny 
– at 9:46.

The Jacks continued to 
tame the Bulldogs, keeping 
up the consecutive, unin-
terrupted goals throughout 
the final period. James 
Ranson (Koby Seiling, 
Krueger) scored another at 
12:35, followed by a short-
handed goal by Uttley, with 
MacInnes and Pickering 
picking up assists. The 
final goal went to James 
Ranson, who also obtained 
a hat-trick throughout the 
course of the game, scoring 

his third goal on a power 
play at 18:59. Assists went to 
Pickering and Kyle Soper.

This wrapped up the 
game with a huge 11-0 win 
for the Jacks. Wellesley’s 
goalie, Bryce Dettweiler, ob-
tained a shutout by saving 
all 23 of the shots he faced.

The Jacks look to keep 
up the winning ways in 
2019, with three games this 
weekend. They’re in Delhi 
tomorrow night (Friday) to 
face the Travellers before 
returning home to welcome 
the Paris Mounties on Sat-
urday at 7:30 p.m, then the 
Travellers on Sunday at 
12:30 p.m.

JACKS: Team ends the year on a high note, winning three games; now look to keep that going
FROM | 11

Burford attempts to clear the zone during game action Dec. 29 in 
Wellesley, something they had plenty of trouble with in an 11-0 
loss to the Jacks. [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]
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1420 KING ST. N, DOWNTOWN ST. JACOBS | 519-664-2905 

EVENT
JANUARYJANUARYTHE

EVENT
JANUARY

CLEARANCE

NT
SALE STARTS SATURDAY JANUARY 5

WE ARE
CLEARING

END-OF-LINES, DISCONTINUED
& SLOW MOVING PRODUCTS

IN ALL DEPARTMENTS
STORE HOURS:

Mon - Fri 7 to 6
Sat 8 to 5
Sun 12 to 5

Sugar Kings split a pair to round out 2018
VERONICA REINER 

BEFORE THEY COULD 
SWITCH into Christmas 
mode, the Elmira Sugar 
Kings were on the road to 
close out 2018, splitting a 
pair of games in Brampton 
and Waterloo.

Things went well in a 
5-1 win over the Bombers 
on December 21, but that 
wasn’t the case December 
23 when the Kings fell 3-2 
versus the Siskins.

The split saw the Kings 
land in fourth place prior 
to the holiday break, part 
of a close grouping at the 
top of the Greater Ontario 
Junior Hockey League’s 
Midwestern Conference. 
Just four points separates 
Waterloo’s 45 from Elmira’s 
41, with the Listowel Cy-
clones (43) and Stratford 
Warriors (42) sandwiched 
in between. 

The Bombers quickly 
drew first blood, scoring 
just 45 seconds in. They 
may have scored early, but 
not often, as this would be 
their lone goal for the entire 
game. Isaac Taylor, assisted 
by Karson Massey and Ty 
Biles, put the Kings on the 
board at 8:18, followed by a 
goal from Kurtis Goodwin 
less than a minute later 
at 9:09. Jacob Black and 
James Valente picked up 
assists. That put Elmira up 
2-1 going into the first inter-
mission, a lead they would 
never relinquish. 

The second period was 
noticeably rougher, with 
seven penalties between 
both teams. Despite that, 
Elmira kept focused, with 
Anthony Azzano (Massey, 
Hunter Dubecki) potting 
another one at 1:13. Zack 
Cameron (Dubecki, Brock 
McKenzie) scored another 

goal for good measure 
at 11:07, giving Elmira a 
significant advantage (4-
1) headed into the final 
frame. 

The last period remained 
rough with six more penal-
ties, but little scoring, save 
for a lone goal by Elmira’s 
Black at 3:24, with Cam-
eron and Isaac Taylor pick-
ing up assists. The score 
remained 5-1 right through 
the final buzzer.

It was a different picture 
a couple of days later in 
Waterloo, where scoring 
was harder to come by. The 
opening frame on Decem-
ber 23 featured just one 
goal, a Siskins marker at 
5:36.

The second period saw 
just one goal, too, but this 
time it was Elmira getting 
on the board courtesy of 
Goodwin (Black, Cameron) 
at 14:36, though the Kings 

were outshot 22-9 (44-27 
overall at game’s end).

Things were looking 
good for the Kings early on 
in the frame, with Azzano 
taking advantage of the 
power play to pot a goal 
at 1:10, as Goodwin and 
Black picked up assists. 
The 2-1 lead would hold 
up for much of the period 
until the Siskins pulled 
their goalie in favour of an 

extra attacker. Sam Spaedt 
scored at 17:52, knotting the 
game at 2-2. The goal gave 
Waterloo the momentum 
they needed to score the 
final goal at 19:15. 

The quick change of for-
tunes saw tempers flare, 
with the Kings picking up 
a roughing penalty and a 
misconduct, while a Siskin 
got dinged for two minutes 
for leaving the bench.

The Sugar Kings (19-8-0-
3) hope to have a little more 
success in this weekend’s 
games, hitting the road to 
take on the second-place 
Listowel Cyclones (20-7-
0-3) tomorrow (January 
4) at 7:30 p.m. Their next 
game will be at the WMC 
on Sunday, when they face 
the Brampton Bombers 
(6-21-0-3). The puck drops 
at 2 p.m.

Elmira victorious in Brampton, but falls just short in Waterloo before heading into Christmas break

The Woolwich Wildcats LL#2 at the Hockey Day in Rangers Nation posted a 5-1 win over Waterloo Dec. 8. Pictured are Tymon Hardman, 
Braden Hardman, Oliver Horn, Matthew Wilkie, Christien Desroches, Logan McLachlan, Anand Ghali, Dom Lovenuk, Aiden Acheson, Grant 
Rintoul, Carter Crummer, Jeff Kinzie and Jamie Crummer.

WOOLWICH TOPS AT RANGERS DAY

THE SCORE
THIS WEEK’S SPORTS SCORES WILL BE
PUBLISHED IN NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE
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VENTURE
MARKET STUDY/  
SYLVAIN CHARLEBOIS

MARKET
NOTES

ON THE GROW / BRANCHING OUT

Promoting the little fruit that could

We went from a slew of 
alerts on romaine lettuce 
this fall to a series of clear-
cut recalls affecting various 
produce items – including 
romaine lettuce and cau-
liflower – when Canadian 
consumers were at their 
most vulnerable.

At this time of year, the 
Canadians economy is 
particularly vulnerable 
when safety issues arise in 
imported produce, since 
our supply channels are 
limited.

Chances are cauliflower 
will be very expensive as a 
result. And lettuce could be 
hard to get.

Unlike other such in-
stances, the Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency was 
able execute a recall. This 
time, they have a company, 
a name, brands, lot num-
bers and products they can 
identify. One farm appears 
to be responsible for this E. 
coli outbreak: California-
based Adam Bros. Farming 
Inc., one of several large-
scale producers of leafy 
greens in the state.

Many verticals appear to 
have been affected by the 
outbreak, including romaine 
lettuce, cauliflower, red leaf 
lettuce and even sandwiches 

Romaine 
calm 
returns but 
produce 
safety not 
guaranteed

CHARLEBOIS | 15

Wellesley brothers expand their crabapple business via move to larger digs in Shakespeare, 
building a local market for a product they feel has long been overlooked

APPLEFLATS |15

VERONICA REINER

Wellesley’s Alex (left) and Glen Smyth show off their Sour Apple and Sweet Maple crabapple cocktail mixers outside of their new shop in Shakespeare.  [VERONICA REINER / THE OBSERVER]

As their family-run 
business expands, two 
Wellesley brothers are 
making plenty of altera-
tions to their crabapple 
company, including a new 
location and a retail store.

You may have seen 
Appleflats  Foods Inc. prod-
ucts around the commu-
nity sporting a Wellesley, 
Ontario label; they can be 
found in the village, El-
mira, St. Clements and St. 
Jacobs. Brothers Alex and 
Glen Smyth put an empha-
sis on buying local ... and 
selling there, too.

“A lot of people that 
we’ve met, the assumption 
is that if you have a food 
product that’s niche, you 
just ship it directly to To-
ronto,” said Alex. “Then all 
the specialty shelves carry 
it. So it’s neat to see all the 
other local shops like Pym’s 
in Wellesley, where we 
would grocery shop, carry-
ing other local vendors like 
Nith Valley. You can see 
these great local products, 
right down the road from 
you.”

Since introducing the 
original crabapple jelly, the 
company has expanded 
into cocktail mixers featur-
ing the often-misunder-
stood fruit.

The brothers recently 
moved their operation 
from Wellesley into a 
2,000-square-foot former 
tourism centre in Shake-
speare in neighbouring 
Perth East Township. They 
are also in the process 
of opening a retail store 
within the new space to 
offer customers the chance 

to taste-test the products 
and meet the producers in 
person. The new location 
lets them maintain one of 
the most enjoyable aspects 
about selling in a small 
town: connecting to mem-
bers of the community.

“It’s neat to meet all the 
shop-owners in the com-
munities,” said Alex. “The 
surrounding areas, they’re 
really supportive. A lot of 
people really care about 
where their food comes 
from now, and I think that 
has changed from the last 
ten years. There’s this mas-
sive push to know where 
your food comes from and 
to support local farmers. 
I think that makes a huge 
difference for guys like us 

and people that want to get 
into food.”

“I think that’s another 
thing we get super lucky 
with our fruit,” added Glen. 
“Alex and I get really face-
to-face with a lot of our 
customers.”

The idea to create 
crabapple products ger-
minated for the Smyth 
brothers some 20 years 
ago. The family celebrated 
their newly constructed 
Wellesley home by plant-
ing a crabapple tree on the 
property, eventually blos-
soming into an orchard 
and regularly putting the 
fruit to use.

“What happened is it 
started to become a fam-
ily tradition because we 

could make jam together 
right before we went back 
to school,” said Glen. “Our 
dad would have some time 
off in the summer; our 
mom would have time off, 
we would do that right 
before we went back to 
school. Crabapple was re-
ally integral to the whole 
family.”

That crabapple tree 
planted on their 20-acre 
Wellesley property hap-
pened to be a rare heritage 
variety, allowing their 
products to have a unique 
flavour.

It grew into a business 
idea by accident when, in 
2013, Glen had made excess 
crabapple jelly during a 
summer off from attend-

ing university. He called a 
dairy company in Stratford 
and managed to sell all 
of the excess supply with 
ease. Realizing the poten-
tial in the niche product, 
they further tested out the 
product at St. Jacobs Farm-
ers’ Market and other loca-
tions for a couple of years 
before eventually going 
commercial in 2016. 

Their products are fea-
tured in more than 200 
locations across Ontario, 
ranging from Windsor to 
the west, Collingwood to 
the north and Niagara Falls 
to the south. They have 
also been involved with 
locations a little closer to 
home. 

“Scheer” Anticipation for 2019!
2006, 2008, 2011, 2015

Call: 519-745-3100 or Email: Haroldsturning13@gmail.com

Purchase tickets at:
www.kcconservative.ca

Romanian Cultural Centre-Banatul
2150 Bleams Rd.
Kitchener  ON N2E 3Y1 SPECIAL  GUEST: 

MP Leona Alleslev
Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill

WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 23, 2019
6:30PM - 8:30PM

COST: $20

HAROLD ALBRECHT, MP 
KITCHENER-CONESTOGA
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Some of the expanding product offerings from Appleflats Foods on display at the new location.

containing products from 
the same farm.

Without knowing the 
actual cause of the con-
tamination, authorities 
were able to pinpoint a 
specific culprit by simple 
deduction.

In 2006, in the aftermath 
of the deadly E. coli out-
break affecting spinach, 
Adam Bros., along with 
more than 115 other pro-
ducers, signed the Leafy 
Greens Marketing Agree-
ment. These signatories 
represent more than 98 
per cent of all leafy green 
production in California. 
At least 276 consumer ill-
nesses and three deaths 
have been attributed to 
tainted produce from these 
growers in 2006. Losses for 
the spinach industry were 
significant.

In Canada during the 
2006 episode, it was next to 
impossible to buy spinach.

The industry went along 

with a rigour-charged 
voluntary system, vowing 
to never again go through 
something like the 2006 E. 
coli outbreak. The indus-
try-led Leafy Greens Mar-
keting Agreement garnered 
some impressive results 
– until now.

This time it’s lettuce.
Implications for the 

industry could be mas-
sive – losses could run into 
the hundreds of millions 
of dollars. As it was with 
spinach, the entire indus-
try will be affected, not just 
Adam Bros.

Lettuce is one of the big 
sellers and that will affect 
the entire supply chain, 
from farm to retailer. At 
retail, some of these prod-
ucts have profit margins 
exceeding 50 per cent, 
so grocers aren’t at all 
pleased. They’re having 
to issue many refunds, as 
well as deal with the fallout 
from the recall.

Protocols and regula-
tions are already in place. 

Checkpoints, audits, in-
spections - everything was 
designed to increase com-
pliance across the industry.

But in spite of this, some 
evidence points toward 
complacency. According 
to U.S. industry reports, 
while the number of unan-
nounced audits remained 
stable at around 80 per 
year, the number of sched-
uled audits has been de-
clining steadily since 2010. 
They went from a peak of 
589 in 2010 to less than 
380 in 2017. That’s a 47 per 
cent drop in self-regulated 
audits, which the indus-
try needs in order to keep 
things in check. This is a 
substantial shift.

Yet the industry report 
from the Leafy Greens Mar-
keting Agreement offers 
not a single explanation as 
to why the number of U.S. 
audits dropped.

The Leafy Greens Market-
ing Agreement came out of 
the crisis affecting spinach. 
This latest recall is telling 

the industry that the will to 
implement more rigour has 
a short lifespan and needs 
to be resuscitated before 
another consumer dies.

Reports posted on the 
group’s website read more 
like self-congratulatory 
remarks than food safety 
concerns for the consumer.

After 12 years, perhaps 
it’s time for the industry to 
revisit some of the funda-
mental reasons the agree-
ment was set up. This is 
about mitigating the risks 
that come with relying on 
global food supply chains. 
The very nature of these 

systems means one mistake 
will affect many. Rigour 
can’t be compromised.

But we also have issues 
in Canada. Products from 
Adam Bros. were being sold 
in at least six provinces. 
However, the Public Health 
Agency of Canada sent out 
alerts related to romaine 
lettuce covering only three 
provinces: Ontario, Quebec 
and New Brunswick. This 
went on for weeks.

From the start, most 
observers knew it was al-
most impossible that the 
outbreak could only affect 
three provinces. Many 

grocers were ahead of the 
Public Health Agency on 
this, pulling romaine from 
their shelves even if the 
alert hadn’t included their 
province.

So over the holiday sea-
son, we can’t blame con-
sumers for avoiding lettuce 
and cauliflower in order 
to protect themselves and 
their loved ones.

Turnips, anyone?

Sylvain Charlebois is scientific 
director of the Canadian Agrifood 
Foresight Institute, a professor 
in food distribution and policy at 
Dalhousie University, and a senior 
fellow with the Atlantic Institute 
for Market Studies.

CHARLEBOIS: After the latest produce recall, the key is to restore consumer confidence
FROM | 14

NOTICE TO THE RESIDENTS OF  
THE TOWNSHIP OF WELLESLEY 

Budget Consultation Notice 

TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Wellesley 
will be reviewing the DRAFT municipal budget for the 
year 2019, with the intent to pass a By-law to adopt a 
budget pursuant to Section 290 of the Municipal Act, 
2001, as amended.  

Public consultation meeting(s) for the 2019 budget will 
be held at the Township of Wellesley Council Chambers, 
4805 William Hastings Line, Crosshill on January 7th, 
2019 starting at 9:00 a.m. and ending at 4:30 p.m.  

Additional consultation meetings (if required) will be held 
on January 9th and 11th.  Anyone wishing to speak at the 
meeting(s) must register with the Clerk, Grace Kosch, no 
later than January 3rd, 2019.

(519) 699-3946 or email: gkosch@wellesley.ca

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

WELLESLEY
TOWNSHIP OF

Attend our FREE Better Sleep session 
at the Elmira Branch Library on

Thursday, January 10, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
65 Arthur St. S., Elmira, ON

Are you looking for tips on falling
asleep or dealing with insomnia? 

Register by phone 519-669-5477, at the branch, or online at www.rwlibrary.caRegister by phone 519-669-5477, at the branch, or online at www.rwlibrary.ca

A Big �artfe� �ank You
TO THE FOLLOWING CONTRIBUTORS FOR MAKING

THE ST. CLEMENTS CHRISTMAS PARADE A SUCCESS:

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK THE 
VOLUNTEERS AND FLOAT DONATORS.

Sincerely,
St. Clements Parade
Committee

AUTO FLEET SERVICES
BENDER DEVELOPMENTS 
BGL CONTRACTORS
CHALLENGER MOTOR FREIGHT 
CMT INC.
CIBC
CREATIVE ASPHALT
FACH EXCAVATING
FORWELL ELECTRIC
G-FORCE
HERRGOTT INDUSTRIES

HANK’S AUTO WRECKERS
HEART & HOME
HB HC HOCKEY CLUB
HEIDELBERG RESTAURANT & TAVERN
JOHN’S NURSERY
JT CONTRACTING
KIESWETTERS EXCAVATING
KOEBEL HEATING & COOLING
KNIPEL WATER SUPPLY
M & G ENTERPRISES
PIONEER LOG HOMES

RICHMOND HEATING
RIEPERT SALT
SCHNEIDERS MEATS
SUN CONSTRUCTION
ST CLEMENTS SNOWMOBILE CLUB
SNOW TECH
TOTAL SUSTAINABLE ENERGY
VERNLA TRANSPORT
VOISIN CHRYSLER
WELLESLEY TOWNSHIP 

“The Elmira District 
Secondary School robotics 
team built a robot for us 
to filter apples with,” said 
Alex. “Those guys are wick-
ed, it’s unbelievable.”

The business hopes to 
eventually grow their niche 
product into something 
that is internationally rec-

ognized.
“One of the most exciting 

parts that has emerged in 
the last six months for me 
is the ability to brand crab 
apple as Canadian. I know 
it’s not exclusively Canadi-
an, but it doesn’t look like 
there’s a lot of people inter-
nationally that grow a giant 
apple orchard somewhere 

else. So that’s exciting.
“You have Vermont 

maple syrup, but if you go 
anywhere and say ‘maple 
syrup,’ it’s a Canadian 
thing. And I hope we can 
do the exact same thing for 
crabapples.”

 More details are avail-
able at www.appleflats-
foods.com.

APPLEFLATS: Looking to grow the market
FROM | 14
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AUCTION

ADDRESS
20-B ARTHUR ST. N., 
ELMIRA, ON N3B 1Z9

HOW TO REACH US PHONE 519.669.5790  |  TOLL FREE 1.888.966.5942  |  FAX 519.669.5753  |  ONLINE WWW.OBSERVERXTRA.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 0

ads@woolwichobserver.com

DISPLAY ADS
519.669.5790 EXT 104

sales@woolwichobserver.com

RESIDENTIAL COST
$9.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 20¢ PER WORD

COMMERCIAL COST
$15.00 /20 WORDS
EXTRA WORDS 30¢ PER WORD

PLACING A CLASSIFIED WORD AD In person, email, phone or fax submissions are accepted during regular business hours. Deadline for Thursday publication is Wednesday by 10 a.m. All Classified ads are 
prepaid by cash, debit, Visa or MasterCard.  Ask about Observer policies in regard to Display, Service Directory and Family Album advertising.

FOR 

OPTIMUM 
ADVERTISING 

RESULTS…

THE OBSERVER.

PLACE AN AD IN 

OUR CLASSIFIED 

SECTION TODAY!

519.669.5790
www.observerxtra.com

WORD ADS WORK
Small ads, big results. 

Generate big business, in small ways. 
Call Donna at 519.669.5790 Ext 104.

HELP WANTED

AUCTION

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED  
LISTINGS

Floradale Feed Mill Limited is an independent, 
family owned and operated feed company serving 
livestock and poultry producers in Ontario.

We currently have an opening for:

Bag Truck Driver
This fulltime position will involve safe operation 
of a bag unit week days (Monday to Friday).

The successful applicant will have:

• A valid G driver’s license needed, 
with the D designation preferred

• Strong oral and written communication skills

• Ability to develop effective work 
relationships with co-workers, and 

• Ability to represent the company positively 
with customers.

At Floradale Feed Mill Limited we take pride in 
providing the finest in quality feeds and service to 
our customers in the livestock and poultry 
industries. Therefore, a background in agriculture 
is considered an asset.

We offer a competitive wage, pension plan and 
group insurance benefits.

To apply, forward your resume to:

Human Resources
Floradale Feed Mill Limited

2131 Floradale Road,
Floradale, ON  N0B 1V0

Or e-mail: ffmjobs@ffmltd.com

We appreciate all who apply but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

LARGE INDOOR 
MULTIPLE ESTATE 

AUCTION

Gerald Bowman
Auctions & Appraisal Ltd. 

RR2, Drayton, ON N0G 1P0
Office: 519-638-5708

For full listing & photos visit our website: www.bowmanauctions.ca 

Equipment, Tools, Antiques, Furniture 
and Household Effects 

SATURDAY JANUARY 12 2019 
SALE STARTS AT 10:00 AM

Bowman Auction Centre
7213 Line 86 Wallenstein, Ontario

Approximately 6 km west of Elmira 
Shop Equipment: Pallet pump cart; steel band saw; 
Lincoln stik welder; sandblaster; propane water heater; 
1” drive socket set; pipe bender; large tank torch set; 
upright air compressor; portable air compressors; steel 
chop saw; cordless drills; table saw; bench grinders; 
tool boxes; steel shelving; floor jacks; electric and gas 
pressure washers; 3” well pump; and more.
Tools: Chainsaws; Stihl quick cut saw; portable vacuum 
pump w/ surge milker; back pack blower; 5hp chipper/
shredder; walk-behind snowblowers; handyman jack; 
alum. step ladders; 11hp Kawasaki side shaft motor 
(NEW); good selection of forks and shovels; car ramps; 
quick clamps; scroll saw; shop vac; and much more.
Miscellaneous: 3 scanner/printers; flat screen TV’s; 
large 8 pane brass window frames; dehumidifiers; wall 
and mantle clocks; table top old hockey game; lamps; 
area rugs; power fold-up treadmill; 2 person hot tub; 
stacks of milk crates; storage tubs; Kirby and Filter 
Queen vacuums; central vac unit; and lots more.
Furniture: 5pc. queen size oak bedroom set (NICE); 
5pc. double size waterfall bedroom set; 3pc. grey 
double size bedroom set; sewing cabinet w/ elevator; 
leather office chair; cedar chest; single bed w/ drawers; 
sofa bed; recliner chair w/ heat and massage; brown 
recliner; red leather chair w/ love seat; wooden desks; 
3/4 bed frames; bookshelves; grandfather clock; china 
cabinets; dressers; and more.
Antiques: Swing mirror dressers; sideboard w/ clock 
shelf; extension table w/ centre leg; treadle sewing 
machines; bonnet chest; organ stool; parlour tables; 
records; and more.

TOY AUCTION
Of

Farm tractors, machinery, pedal tractors, local 
tractor trailers, coin banks, memorabilia, 

literature and other interesting items, to be 
held at the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 

2 miles south of Wellesley, 
for Richard Stein, Woodstock, & additions, on

SATURDAY, JANUARY 12TH @ 10:00 A.M.
500 LOTS to be offered. 
See www.gerberauctions.net for complete 
catalogue & photos.
TERMS – Cash, debit or cheque with I.D.  
10% buyer’s premium.

AUCTIONEERS:  
Gerber Auctions Ltd. 

519-699-4451 or 698-0138
2827 Hutchison Rd., RR#1 Millbank (Crosshill)

VACANCY
 CAMEO COURT APARTMENTS

30 Church St. W., ELMIRA

Rare Premium Downtown Elmira, 
spacious Two Bedroom open-layout  
Apartment AVAILABLE in modern (2012) 
Apartment Building complete with 
Elevator, Main floor Common Room, 
individual Central Heating / Air Condi-
tioning in each Apt., as well as 5 
appliances (washer/dryer in each Apt.)

CONTACT:
(519) 525-2222 or (226) 989-4627 (After 4PM)

OR:   evans@hurontel.on.ca

AUCTION SALE
St. Jacobs Community Centre in St. Jacobs 

for an area estate with additions on: 
Wednesday January 9 at 9:45 AM

HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS; ANTIQUES; 
and collectables: bow front china cabinet 
with claw feet; corner what not shelf; 
1800’s double bow front brass bed; blanket 
box; Teak table and 6 chairs; Teak china 
cabinet; cedar chest; marble top washstand; 
bookcase; magazine stand; gramophone; 
singer treadle sewing machine; sewing 
box; smoke stand; rocker; hump back trunk; 
Duncan Phyfe table; wicker furniture; curio 
cabinets; credenza; magazine stand; rocking 
chair; hall table; side table; Duncan Phyfe 
table with matching 6 chairs; walnut tea 
wagon; corner curio cabinet; oak table and 4 
chairs; TV tables; arm chair; sewing basket; 
maple drop leaf table; Roger Bros community 
silverware; Elna sewing machine; leather 
burgundy couch; drop leaf table; coffee and 
end tables; chair and ottoman; china cabinet; 
sewing machine and stand; small bookcase; 
Elite 2 cyclone vacuum cleaner; matching 
maple dresser, chest, and night table; forest 
green couch and loveseat; card table and 
chairs; childs table; step stool; oval antique 
picture; artwork; prints; Biltmore hats and 
hat boxes; chamber set; old mirrors; stereo 
cabinet; arm chairs; modern couch; area 
rugs; planters; plant tables; variety of crocks; 
jugs; oil lamps; cabbage cutter; washboard; 
older tools; quanity of older glass and china 
including depression; art glass; pinwheel; 
Bavaria; mixing bowls; dinner sets; childs tea 
sets; kitchenware; cookware; floor and table 
lamps; and the list goes on and on. 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: wheel barrow; 
cement bird baths; stereo and speakers; 
metal shelving; variety of hand; power; and 
lawn and garden tools.

AUCTIONEER:
Jantzi Auctions Ltd. 
Wellesley | 519-656-3555

www.JantziAuctions.com

CLASSIFIED CLASSIFIED DEADLINE:
WEDNESDAYS BY 10AM

AUCTION

DAVID CARSON FARMS & 
AUCTION SERVICES LTD.

WED. JANUARY 9TH – 11:30 A.M. – Dairy 
Sale. Offering registered and grade, fresh 
and springing young Holstein cows and 
heifers. Open & Bred heifers will start at 11:30 
A.M. prior to the Dairy Sale. Consignments 
Welcome!
SAT. JANUARY 12TH – 11:00 A.M. – Beef 
Cow & Calf Sale. Offering cows, breeder 
bulls, and cow/calf pairs. Cull cows at 11A.M. 
followed by Stocker sale. Consignments 
Accepted!

Carson’s Auction Service 
R.R.#3 Listowel, ON  N4W 3G8

Tel: 519-291-2049  |  Fax: 519-291-5065
Website: www.davidcarson.on.ca  |  Email: info@davidcarson.on.ca

AUCTION

#1 NEWS SOURCE IN THE REGION

FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX Spring, 
new, never used, still in 
sealed bag. Sacrifice $195. 
Delivery available $35.  
519-635-8737.

WINTER FABRIC SALE, Busy 
Bee Quilts Elmira, 519-669-
3441. Dec. 27 - Jan. 12. 10% 
discount off most fabrics, 
vinyl tablecloth, ladies & 
children hosiery, 18” quilt 
blocks, yard. Swedish knit 
$11.99/yd. 40% off mounted 
stampers, 20 % off surprise 
packs of mounted stampers. 
Check out our new line of 
packaged quilt batts.

AUCTIONS

ANTIQUE AUCTION SALE Of 
Primitives, textiles, pottery, 
furniture, china & glass, etc. 
to be held at the K.W. Khaki 
Club, 2939 Nafziger Rd. 2 
miles south of Wellesley, 
for Ed and Sue Herringer, 
Paradise Lake, and addi-
tions, on Saturday, January 
5th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138 

WED. JAN 9 at 9:45 am - 
Clearing auction sale of 
furniture; antiques; tools; 
household effects; collect-
ibles; and miscellaneous 
items to be held at the St. 
Jacobs Community Centre 
in St. Jacobs for an area 
estate with additions. Jantzi 
Auctions Ltd. 519 656 3555 
www.jantziauctions.com

TOY AUCTION OF Farm trac-
tors, machinery, pedal trac-
tors, local tractor trailers, 
coin banks, memorabilia, 
literature and other inter-
esting items, to be held at 
the K.W. Khaki Club, 2939 
Nafziger Rd. 2 miles south 
of Wellesley, for Richard 
Stein, Woodstock, & addi-
tions, on Saturday, January 
12th @ 10:00 a.m. Gerber 
Auctions Ltd. 519-699-4451 
or 698-0138 

FARM 
SERVICES

BAGGED PINE SHAVINGS 
Agricultural Spray Lime, 
22.5kg. bag; feed grade 
lime, 25kg. Delivered. Call 
George Haffner Trucking,  
519-574-4141 or 519-669-2045.

FERTILIZER AND SEED GRAIN 
- at competitive pricing. Call 
George Haffner Trucking, 
519-574-4141.

ICE SALT & ICE MELT - Ice 
salt comes in 20 & 40kg’s, 
Ice melt comes in 20kg 
bags. Call George Haffner 
Trucking, 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

KILN DRIED CORN & CORN 
SCREENING Delivered by 
Einwechter. Minimum 15 
ton lots. Call George Haffner 
Trucking 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

ORGANIC FERTILIZER FOR 
sale. Sulfur 90 and Sulfate 
Potash. Call George Haffner 
Trucking at 519-574-4141 or 
519-669-2045.

TRADES & 
SERVICES

RON’S DRYWALL AND 
Renovations. Over 35 
years experience. Please 
call 519-496-7539 or email  
ron.spncr@gmail.com
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YOUR 
BUSINESS

RIGHT 
HERE.

OUTDOOR SERVICES

•Final grading
•Lawn repair & complete seeding well
 equipped for large stoney areas
•Spike Aerator/Overseeding
•Natural & Interlocking Stone 
•Retaining Walls, Walks & Patios
•Help for Top Water & Drainage issue

ALMA, ONTARIO | PHONE: 519.846.5427
Murray & Daniel Shantz

Since 1998

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

For all your
Plumbing Needs.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Steve Jacobi ELMIRA

519-669-3652

Steve
Co.
Steve
Co. Plumbing

and
Maintenance
Inc.

 

FREE QUOTES

SPRING SPECIAL ON AIR CONDITIONING 
TUNE UP $99, INSTALLED FROM $1999

FURNACES INSTALLED FROM $2499

FRIDGES $499, STOVES $399, WASHERS $399,
DRYERS $369, FREEZERS $199

APPLIANCES – FURNACES – FIREPLACES
AIR CONDITIONERS – WATER HEATERS

Come visit our show room
1 Union Street, Elmira 

ehc@hotmail.ca  (519)-669-4600

ELMIRA HOME COMFORT(519) 669-4600

- Design and build -

AGRICULTURAL | RESIDENTIAL

Wayne Martin | 519-504-2016
darwayconstruction@icloud.com | Alma, ON

FRAMING • ROOFING
RENOVATIONS • EAVESTROUGHS

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial

ECRA/ESA Licence # 7000605
Randy Weber

18 King�sher Dr., Elmira | 519.669.1462

www.rwelectricltd.com

Concrete Breaking & Removal

CONSTRUCTION INC.
(519) 569-0772

“25 years in Business”

• Commercial & Industrial 
 General Contracting

• Specializing in Concrete 
 Work & Excavation

• Retaining Walls

• Stamped Coloured Concrete

• Demolition

• Bin Service

• Machine Bases

info@trappconstruction.ca
www.trappconstruction.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

by Elite or Mera
Blinds

In home consultations

Wide selection of styles & fabrics FREE
INSTALLATION
When you buy

3 or more

1011 Industrial Crescent
St. Clements | 519-699-5411
www.LetUsFloorYou.ca

Hours:
M-F 8:30 - 5:30
Sat 9:00 - 3:00

Evenings By
Appointment

Save you
The Right Window 

Treatment Can

36 Hampton St., Elmira

FREE
ESTIMATES

Interior/exterior
Painting,

Wallpapering & 
Plaster | drywall

Repairs

519-669-2251
519-503-6033(CELL)

John Schaefer
Painting

ST. JACOBS 
GLASS SYSTEMS INC.

TEL: 519-664-1202 / 519-778-6104
FAX: 519 664-2759 • 24 Hour Emergency Service

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

1553 King St. N., 
St. Jacobs, ON  N0B 2N0

• Store Fronts 
• Thermopanes 

• Mirrors 
• Screen Repair 

• Replacement Windows 
• Shower Enclosures 

• Sash Repair

RESIDENTIAL & AGRICULTURAL

Driveways • Sidewalks • Curbs • Patios
Finished Floors • Retaining Walls • Steps

Decorative/Stamped and Coloured Concrete

519-577-0370
www.marwilconcrete.ca

AMOS
 R O O F I N G IN

C

CALL JAYME FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

519.501.2405 | 519.698.2114
In Business since 1973 • Fully Insured

• Specializing in residential re-roofs 
• Repairs • Churches

A Family owned and operated business serving KW, 
Elmira and surrounding area for over 35 years.

W O R K M A N S H I P  G U A R A N T E E D

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-669-4964
100 SOUTH FIELD DRIVE, ELMIRA

CLEAN • DRY • SECURE
Call

Various 
sizes & rates 

GENERAL SERVICES

OBSERVER SERVICE DIRECTORY

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

519-648-3004  or  800-232-6396

Visit our website
www.biobobs.com

or call today!

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES

THOMPSON’S
Auto Tech Inc.
Providing the latest technology 

to repair  your vehicle with 
accuracy and confidence. Accredited Test  

& Repair Facility

519-669-4400
30 ORIOLE PKWY. E., ELMIRA

www.thompsonsauto.ca

TIRE

35 Howard Ave., Elmira

519-669-3232

WHERE TIRES 
ARE A

SPECIALTY,
 NOT A SIDE LINE.

Farm • Auto • Truck
Industrial 

 On-The-Farm Service

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED

Humidity or Heating
Issues in Your Home?

CALL 519-206-0336
BOOK APPOINTMENTS ONLINE   www.koebelhcm.com

Give us a call or visit us online.

HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

CALL US TODAY! 226-220-1196

FREE ESTIMATES ON ANY SIZE JOB

 Drywall & Taping
 Painting
 Flooring Installation

 Trim & Moulding
 Tiling
 Appliance Installation & much more

Over 30 Years
Experience

info@martinandmousso.ca  |  www.martinandmousso.ca

DESIGN CENTRE
KITCHEN, BATH & WINDOW FASHIONS

Blinds, shades, drapery & more • Custom cabinetry made in Canada
Free In-home consultations • Our experienced designer will help you 

work within your personal taste and budget

22 Church St. W., Elmira
Tel: 519-669-5537 or 1-844-866-5537

STORE HOURS:  M-F: 8-8, SAT 8-6, SUN 10-5

Popular Brands Available

Call someone you can trust - your local Home Hardware

BLANCO, MAAX, MIROLAN, STEEL QUEEN
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REAL ESTATE

CALL FOR YOUR
FREE MARKET EVALUATION

R.W. THUR  
REAL ESTATE LTD.
Office:
519-669-2772
45 Arthur St. S., Elmira
www.thurrealestate.com

BROKERAGE

JULIE
HECKENDORN

Broker
Cell: 519.588.7562

BRAD MARTIN
Broker of Record,
MVA Residential

Res: 519.669.1068

LET OUR 60+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WORK FOR YOU!

$569,900

Huge 58x220 lot backing to open space! 
Original owners in this custom built back-
split. 3br + den, 2 bath. Country kitch. 
walk out to two tier deck, family room 
walk out on grade to fenced inground 
pool. Formal LR/DR. Unfinished lower lev-
el waiting your design. Shows well! MLS

8 BUNTING PLACE, ELMIRA

From $499,900

These brand new freehold townhomes 
offer an oversized garage w/10’ door. 
Lovely kitchen w/lots of cabinetry, 
pantry, island & granite. Open concept 
to great rm. w/gas fireplace , tray ceil-
ing. Oversized window & walkout. M/
bed will accom.a king sized bed, has a 
walkin closet & full ensuite. Everything 
is on one level!  Prices start @ $499,900

BUR OAK, ELMIRA

$698,700 

This updated bungalow is better than 
new! Kitchen (w/quartz countertops & 
island), new flooring (main level) en-
suite bathroom, furnace & CAC all re-
placed in the last 4 years. Popular open 
concept is great for entertaining. Huge 
rec. rm. 2 bdrms & 4 pc. bath in lower 
level. Concrete drive. Very private back-
yard w/mature trees & bushes. New MLS 

155 BROOKMEAD ST., ELMIRA
NEW LISTING

Drayton -  A rare opportunity to own a custom built bungalow in a picturesque country setting only 30 minutes to KW. This meticulously maintained home has an open 
concept feel and is finished from top to bottom.  With the sprawling island, formal living room, family room and main floor laundry, this home has been well thought 
out. Entertaining is a breeze in this huge rec room, two bedrooms and an office in the basement.  In addition to the single garage, the 24X24 ft detached workshop will 
impress. Call today to visit this property!

Alli Bauman

519-577-6248

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

allibauman17@gmail.com

Sue From

226-750-9332

SALES REPRESENTATIVE
CALL DIRECT

suefrom17@gmail.com

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Lorem ipsum

$899,900$899,900

�shing You A Happy 2019!

3 Arthur St. S., Elmira | 519-669-5426 SELLING? CALL US FOR A FREE MARKET EVALUATION.

4433 Line 72 Newton

ADDRESS: 3 Arthur St. S., ELMIRA  | DIRECT: 519-503-2753 
EMAIL: leonmartin@remax.net

MLS# 30700766

Dream Garage/Work Shop This one will not last long

$460,000

Solid Gold Realty (II) Ltd., Brokerage | Independently Owned and Operated

Cozy 3 bedroom Bungalow in quiet town of Newton.  This 
Property offers a large 25’ X  50’ a�ached workshop, pipes 
already installed for in floor hea�ng.  Main floor windows and 
doors all replaced in last 6 years … Roof only 7 years old.  Large 
lot for Summer BBQ’s …  invite all your friends and family …. 
Overnight parking for ALL!!!!

Shanna
Rozema

BROKER

A portion of each sale commission
is donated to The Woolwich 

Community Services.

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO …

Bonnie
Brubacher

BROKER

ELMIRA OFFICE:  519-669-3192 | www.YourFamilyTeam.ca | 90 Earl Martin Dr., Unit 4

Shanna

A portion of each sale commission

HELPING YOU IS WHAT WE DO

From our family to yours, we
wish you all the best in 2019!
From our family to yours, we
wish you all the best in 2019!HAPPY NEW YEAR!HAPPY NEW YEAR!

WANT TO SELL? CALL US TODAY TO FIND OUT WHAT YOUR PROPERTY IS WORTH!

$409,000  ELMIRA  Amazing price for this well maintained detached 
Bungalow home.  Many updates have been completed. Room to add extra  
and bathroom if one desires.  Spacious lot 60' x 135'.

$549,000 OPPORTUNITY   awaits to make this your dream country home, 
Spacious 2 Storey, with walk-outs on both levels, 3 + bedrooms, gas 
fireplace, gas appliances. 
Double Garage + detached 
workshop/garage, small 
barn with hydro and water 
and a storage/shelter 
building.  Picturesque views 
both Westerly and Easterly 
directions.  NEW MLS.

$719,000 AND $749,000  TWO properties creating an unique opportunity!  4500 sq ft shop + 2nd floor 
office space and large mezzanine ideal for at home operating business zone SC-5.  The picturesque 
setting for this desirable backsplit home offers the privacy of a country property, inground pool, very 
well maintained. Please call for your private showing and details for MLS 30698994 and MLS 30698998

VILLAGE SETTING - COMMERCIAL + RESIDENCE

3.59 ACRE COUNTRY PROPERTY - DRAYTON AREA

PARADIGM ELMIRA HOMES
ONLY ONE UNIT REMAINING IN THE FIRST 
PHASE OF TOWN HOMES! 
Base Price includes finished basement $492,000.  2+1 
bedroom, 3 full bathrooms, central air conditioning, 
gas fireplace, hardwood & ceramic flrs, custom 
kitchen with island, master ensuite, main floor laundry, 
walkout + more!  EXCLUSIVE

fireplace, gas appliances. 
Double Garage + detached 
workshop/garage, small 
barn with hydro and water 
and a storage/shelter 

awaits to make this your dream country home, 
Spacious 2 Storey, with walk-outs on both levels, 3 + bedrooms, gas 

building.  Picturesque views 
both Westerly and Easterly 
directions.  NEW MLS.

3.59 ACRE COUNTRY PROPERTY - DRAYTON AREA
$549,000 OPPORTUNITY awaits to make this your dream country home, 
Spacious 2 Storey, with walk-outs on both levels, 3 + bedrooms, gas 

building.  Picturesque views 

awaits to make this your dream country home, 
Spacious 2 Storey, with walk-outs on both levels, 3 + bedrooms, gas 

Double Garage + detached 

barn with hydro and water SOLD

OPEN HOUSE  |  SATURDAY  JANUARY 5TH  | 1 PM  3 PM 
12 FIRST STREET EAST, ELMIRA

Thinking of Buying or Selling? Call or email today for a FREE, NO 
OBLIGATION, OPINONS of VALUE!

REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED & OPERATED

www.thefreyteam.com

ELMIRA COMMERCIAL FOR LEASE

Contact us by email: mildred@thefreyteam.com

Len Frey
Sales Representative

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6368

Mildred Frey
Broker

Call or text

Cell 519-741-6970

5& 7 Church St. West Elmira: FOR LEASE:  
This unit consists of 1,527 sq. ft. @11.00 on the 
main st just before the bank.  And is part of 
Kitchen Kuttings cheese store.  Can be shown 
with 24 hours notice during working hours.  
Great location call to view. MLS 30698515

4-112 Oriole Parkway Elmira: FOR LEASE  
Unit is 1,821 Sq. ft. @ 10.00 in a very active 
mall.  Other tenants are laundry, pizza, hair 
salon, and mini-mart.  Fantastic location for 
any business.  Wide spread of uses. Require 24 
hours notice.  Call to view. MLS 30681168

5-112 Oriole Parkway Elmira: FOR LEASE  
Unit is 1,310 Sq. ft. @ 10.00 in the same mall 
as above.  This unit is vacant and can be 
shown on short notice during daylight hours.  
Evenings might need 24 hours.  Has a 
reception area in the front.  Great spot in an 
active mall.  Call to view. MLS 30677552
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Community
Information Page

“ P R O U D LY  R E M E M B E R I N G  O U R  PA S T;  C O N F I D E N T LY  E M B R A C I N G  O U R  F U T U R E .”

P.O. Box 158
24 Church St. W.
Elmira, Ontario

N3B 2Z6

After Hours Emergency:  519-575-4400  www.woolwich.caPhone: 519-669-1647 or 877-969-0094 Fax: 519-669-1820

Township of Woolwich – Animal 
Control Services Update

The Township of Woolwich has contracted the Kitchener-Waterloo Humane Society to 
provide animal control, dog licensing, shelter services and by-law enforcement for the 
municipality. 

Call the Kitchener-Waterloo Humane Society for 
Animal Protection Services

Residents of the Township should call the Kitchener-Waterloo Humane Society 
at 519-745-5615 for the following: 

• to report by-law violations (except barking dogs – see below)
• to report stray animals
• to report a lost pet
• to report a found pet
• to report injured animals
• to report a dog bite
• to report a dead domestic animal
• to report dead wildlife (dead wildlife on public property is collected at no charge)

Call the Township of Woolwich for Barking Dogs
Barking dogs are considered a noise violation and are handled by Township By-law 
Enforcement Services or the police. If you are experiencing a disturbance in the Township 
of Woolwich and are looking to report a noise complaint, please call 519-669-6009. 
Please note that all complaints are made confidentially, and that the Township is unable 
to investigate complaints where the location of the dog is unknown.  

2019 Dog Tags Available Now
Dog tags must be purchased annually or within 21 days of moving into the Township. 
The fees for dog tags are $26 neutered/spayed or $37 non-neutered/spayed which 
increases by $15.00 after March 1st and expire December 31st. Renewing your dog tags 
annually keeps your contact information and address up-to-date so your pet can be 
returned should they ever be lost. 
You can buy tags by cash or cheque at the following locations:

• Creature Comfort Pet Emporium (1553 King Street N., St. Jacobs)
• Eldale Vet Clinic (150 Church Street W, Elmira)
• Pet Valu (315 Arthur Street S., Elmira)
• Breslau Animal Hospital (2057 Victoria Street N., Breslau)

You can buy tags by cash, cheque or debit at the following Township buildings:
• Administration Office (24 Church Street W., Elmira)
• Breslau Community Centre (100 Andover Drive, Breslau)
• Woolwich Memorial Centre (24 Snyder Avenue S., Elmira)
• Kitchener-Waterloo Humane Society (250 Riverbend Drive, Kitchener)

NOTICE TO RESIDENTS
TAKE NOTICE that the Council of the Township of Woolwich 
intends to discuss the draft 2019 budgets as required by 

section 290 of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended:

• Tax-supported operating budget; and
• Tax-supported capital budget;

at 4 (four) special budget meetings on January 10th, January 17th, January 24th and 
January 31, 2019, each commencing at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, Municipal 
Office, 24 Church Street West, Elmira.

Richard Petherick, CPA, CMA
Director of Finance & Treasurer

FAMILY ALBUM

SELL IT IN THE OBSERVER.

In Loving Memory of a dear wife, mom, 
grandma and great grandma, 

Erma Albrecht 
who passed away 3 years ago 

Jan 4, 2016.
In Gods garden up above 

stands a rose we dearly love. 
She stands with petals open 
wide, watered by the tears 
we’ve cried. Her fragrance 

fills our lives each day, 
locked in our heart she will 

always stay.    

In our hearts you will live forever 
because we thought the world of You. 

Bill & Family

IN MEMORIAM

Clarence Martin

One year ago we had to say goodbye.  We 
miss you deeply but we know you are resting 

peacefully in the arms of Jesus.

January 7, 2018

Love you forever, Eva and your family

IN MEMORIAM

Conlon, Mary
After a sudden illness, on Saturday, 
December 22, 2018, Mary Conlon in 
her 87th year of Elmira. Beloved wife 
of the late Ted (Edward) Conlon for 
51 years. Loving and devoted mother 
of David and Cindi Conlon of Guelph, 
Ron and Pow Conlon of Cleveland, 
Ohio, Greg and Lynn Conlon of Elmira. 
Fondly remembered by grandchildren 
Jeffrey, Ian, Andrew, and Emily; 
Jessica, James, Michelle, and Kelly; 
and her five great-grandchildren. 
Sister of Gertie Delisle. Predeceased 
by her parents, Louis and Koletta Ziler 
of Dashwood, four brothers and four 
sisters.

A private person, Mary found 
company in her lush gardens which 
were her pride and joy. She was ahead 
of her thyme in her belief of eating 
local and fresh. Her family remembers 
the steaming canning pot along 
with the well-stocked fruit cellar of 
earthly delights. There was always a 
hearty soup on Saturday, along with 
the good dishes, silver cutlery and a 
fresh baked pie on Sunday. Mary loved 
nature, and her walks with Ted along 
the Kissing Bridge Trail were regular 
and treasured. Winter was never 
her favourite season, so many of the 
snowy months were spent sewing in 
Florida with husband, Ted, providing 
support and transport. Family was 
her other garden of delight, and even 
in the temporal fog of dementia her 
visible enjoyment was in holding a 
great-grandchild on her knee.

Memorial Mass was  held at St. Teresa 
of Avila RC Church, 19 Flamingo 
Dr., Elmira on Friday, December 28, 
2018 at 11 a.m. with Father David 
Lewis officiating, followed by a lunch 
and celebration of life in the parish 
hall. Interment in Elmira Union 
Cemetery  followed. In her memory, 
donations to the Alzheimer Society 
would be appreciated by the family as 
expressions of sympathy.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Richard C. Rank
March 28, 1956 - January 3, 2014

The hardest part wasn’t losing you,
It is learning to live our lives without you.   

Five years since we said goodbye 
has gone by way too fast,

So generous with your time and help, we 
all have memories that will last.

Our hearts still ache with sadness, 
and secret tears still fl ow,

What it meant to lose you, no one will ever know.

A wonderful husband, father, “poppy” and friend,
Hardworking, kind and loyal to the end.

Our thoughts are always with you, 
your place no one can fi ll,

You seemed to be everywhere you were needed; 
home, township, the rink and the mill.

We’ve started jobs as a fi refi ghter, 
a nurse, and a referee,

We followed our dreams and
 you would be full of glee!

We all hope that we are making you so proud,
When you were here you’d easily be 

the loudest in a crowd.

Your Toronto Maple Leafs 
winning a Stanley Cup is near,

Sit back, relax, and enjoy an 
ice cold Bud Light beer! 

No longer living with us, you left us much too soon,
We will continue your legacy 

from here until the moon. 

Love you Richie/Dad/
Poppy! 

Deby, Kyle, Roxie, 
Garrett, Caelen 

(Jamie), McKenzie, 
Charlotte and all 

of your friends and 
family!

IN MEMORIAM OBITUARY

FAMILY ALBUM  
CONTINUED  

ON PG 20

FAMILY 
ALBUM

DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY 

BY 10 AM
CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104

or email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com

PUZZLE SOLUTIONS
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FAMILY ALBUM

TO BOOK YOUR FAMILY NOTICE:
CALL 519-669-5790 EXT 104 | email: drudy@woolwichobserver.com

DEADLINE: Wednesday by 10am

DEATH NOTICES

FREEMAN, CLEASON - 1924-2018 Passed away peacefully at St. 
Mary’s Hospital, Kitchener, to be with his Lord, on Thursday, 
December 20, 2018, in his 95th year. Local relatives are his son 
Willis (Eileen) Freeman of Elmira.

HALL, ROBERT WILLIAM Passed away suddenly at his residence 
in Palmerston on December 23, 2018, at the age of 37.

KIEFFER, WILLIAM MICHAEL “Bill” - At Wingham & District 
Hospital on Thursday, December 27, 2018, Bill Kieffer of R.R.# 
1, Bluevale, at the age of 72. Local relatives are his daughter 
Tammy and Gerry Beard of Elmira.

RUPPEL, GENE (NEE Sittler) - Gene passed away in the loving 
arms of Ross, her beloved husband of 55 years, on Sunday, 
December 23, 2018, at the age of 76 years.

SPEIRAN, GRAEME ELWOOD Of Arthur passed away peacefully 
at the Groves Memorial Hospital, Fergus, on Friday, December 
21, 2018 in his 86th year. Local relatives are his son Scott and 
Cheryl Speiran of Elmira.

Foell, Gwendolyn Elaine 
“Gwen”

Passed away peacefully on Christmas 
Day after a brief illness, at Barnswallow 
Place, Elmira, at the age of 87 years. 
Beloved wife of Carl Foell for 70 years. 
Loved mother of Doug, Bill and Barb, 
Brad, and Jeff and Charlotte. Lovingly 
remembered by her 11 grandchildren 
and 12 great-grandchildren. Dear 
sister of Jack (Mary) Ingram, Bill (Lill) 
Ingram, Judy Leitch (Ron Steuernol), 
and Joan (Murray) Jackson. Also 
remembered by her nieces, nephews, 
and their families. Predeceased 
by her parents Orval and Alberta 
(Hutchinson) Ingram, son Don and 
daughter-in-law Lois, sisters Ann 
Donaldson and Jeannie Randall, and 
brother-in-law Bev Donaldson. There 
will be no funeral home visitation. The 
funeral service was held on Friday, 
December 28, 2018 at 11 a.m. at St. 
James Lutheran Church, 60 Arthur 
St. S., Elmira, followed by a reception 
in the church hall. Interment in 
Glen Allan Cemetery followed. As 
expressions of sympathy, donations 
to the Kidney Foundation would be 
appreciated by the family. A special 
thank you to the caring staff at 
Barnswallow Place for the love and 
compassion shown to Gwen.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com 

Heimpel, Murray
Peacefully passed away on Thursday, 
December 20, 2018, at Grand River 
Hospital, at the age of 70 years. 
Beloved husband of Carol (Wilkie) 
Heimpel for 48 years. Dear father of 
Melissa and Jody Leis, Anton and Julie 
Heimpel, and Tammy Heimpel, all of 
Elmira. Lovingly remembered by his 
grandchildren Carter and Brevin Leis, 
and Sean, Erik and Lucas Heimpel. 
Brother of Lewis (Sheila), Joyce 
(Cornel) DeWit, Ken (Gertie), Kathryn 
(George) Stickney, Claire (Carl) 
Doerbecker, Rose (Ken) Metzger, Janet 
Waito, and Fred (Melissa). Fondly 
remembered by his many aunts, 
uncles, cousins, nieces and nephews, 
and their families. Murray was very 
active in the Optimist Club of Elmira, 
and loved gardening and working with 
his hands. Predeceased by his parents 
Walter and Eva (Schott) Heimpel. 
At Murray’s request, cremation has 
taken place. There will be no funeral 
home visitation or funeral service. 
A gathering will be held at a later 
date. In his memory, donations to 
London’s University Hospital, Multi 
Organ Transplant Program, would 
be appreciated as expressions of 
sympathy (donation information 
located on Dreisinger Funeral Home 
website, or call 519-669-2207). 

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com

Weber, Violet W.
Passed away peacefully on Saturday, 
December 22, 2018 at Victoria 
Hospital, London, at the age of 7 days. 
Beloved daughter of Abner and Verna 
(Weber) Weber. Dear sister of Kevin at 
home. Lovingly remembered by her 
maternal grandparents, Abner and 
Minerva Weber of RR 2, Wallenstein, 
and paternal grandparents, Amsey 
and Irene Weber of RR 2, Wallenstein. 
Loved great-granddaughter of 
Elvina Gingrich of West Montrose 
and Noah and Lydian Horst of RR 3, 
Listowel. Also lovingly remembered 
by her aunts, uncles, and cousins. 
Predeceased by an infant brother Ryan 
(2017). Visitation was held on Tuesday, 
December 25, 2018 from 4-6 p.m. at the 
family home, 7310 Third Line, RR 2, 
Wallenstein. A family service was held 
at the home on Wednesday, December 
26, 2018 at 9 a.m. then to Peel 
Mennonite Meeting House for burial 
and public service. Arrangements 
entrusted to the Dreisinger Funeral 
Home, Elmira.

www.dreis ingerfuneralhome.com
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Scott, Harvey
Passed away peacefully at St. Mary’s 
General Hospital, Kitchener, on Monday, 
December 24, 2018, at the age of 76 
years. Harvey, of Elmira, was the beloved  
husband of Joan (Nelson) Scott. Loved  
father of Vicki Scott (Chris Cherry), 
Joanne (Brian) Wideman, Kerry (Tim) 
Shantz, and Wayne (Marilyn) Scott. 
Loving grandfather of Misty and 
Jackie; Cory (Monica) and Samantha 
(Jesse); Tiffany (Kyle), Natessa (Dustin), 
and Keela; Leland and Carly. Dear  
great-grandfather of Bentley, Braxten, 
Chloe, and Hailey. Lovingly remembered 
by his siblings Audrey Clarke, Clifford 
(Charlene), Gordon (Colleen), and 
George (Helen), sisters-in-law Linda 
Scott, Lois Scott, and Denise Scott, and  
brother-in-law Wayne Cook. Predeceased 
by his parents Harvey and Faylene 
(Murdock) Scott and siblings Gail 
(Ron) Hood, Peter, Dan, Debbie Cook, 
and Bob. Harvey was a printer in the  
newspaper industry for most of his  
career. He worked for the Mount Forest  
Confederate, Clinton News Record, and 
Fairway Press, Kitchener. Visitation 
will be held on Friday, January 4, 2019 
from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. 
A funeral service will take place on  
Saturday, January 5, 2019 at 11 a.m. at Gale 
Presbyterian Church, 10 Barnswallow Dr., 
Elmira. A reception will follow in the 
church hall. Interment will be in Mount 
Forest Cemetery. As expressions of  
sympathy, donations to the Canadian  
Cancer Society or Gale Presbyterian 
Church would be appreciated.

www.dreisingerfuneralhome.com
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LIVING HERE
VOLUNTEERISM / MAKING A DIFFERENCE

CHANCES ARE ALL THE 
over-indulging in food and 
drink during the holidays 
prompted a New Year’s 
resolution list that in-
cludes eating better. Some 
healthier choices are likely 
in order just for a change, 
at any rate.

Get a plateful of colour 
from this comforting cas-
serole made with quinoa 
and vegetables. The melted 
cheese topping with its 
crispy edges makes it 
simply irresistible – and 
we don’t want to go cold 
turkey on the indulgences, 
right? 

Leeks are a nice choice 
in this Quinoa and Veggie 
Casserole, but need to be 
thoroughly cleaned. Trim 
the roots and some of the 
dark green tops off. Cut in 
half lengthwise and wash 
well.

This recipe also lets you 
get ahead of the game: the 
night before, complete step 
one and the first part of 
step two, then refrigerate 
overnight.  Pop it in the 
oven for dinner the next 
day, increasing the bake 
time by 5 to 10 minutes 
from the 35 minutes it 
would be otherwise.

This casserole is versatile 
so you can use whatever 
veggies you have on hand. 

Something 
hearty and 
healthy
to start
the year

CHEF’S TABLE | 23

FAISAL ALI

100 WOMEN | 24

THEY SAY MANY HANDS 
make light work, and put-
ting that theory to the 
test is a new community 
initiative being organized 
in the Township of Wool-
wich. The 100 Woolwich 
Women Who Care are 
coming together to pool 
the combined resources 
of women across the com-
munity to support local 
initiatives.

The group is still in its 
early stages, and is look-
ing for local residents 
to join ahead of their 
inaugural meeting next 
month.

“Basically, the idea is 
we’re going to meet four 
times a year: February, 
May, September and No-
vember,” explained Leigh 
Rees, group member and 
cofounder. “You commit 
to one year, and what that 
means is that you have 
committed [to donate] 
$100 for each meeting.”

Members agree to give 
$100 each, and all the 
money is collected to-
gether and donated in 
one lump sum to a single 
cause within the town-
ship. Members vote on 
their choice of charity, 
and the selected cause 
receives all the donations. 
In the span of a single 
meeting, a group of 100 
women can generate a 
sum of $10,000 – all of it 
going to bolster the cho-
sen organization.

Just starting out, 100 Woolwich Women are seeking members to support local charities

“I think it’s the best way 
to get the biggest bang 
for your buck,” said Shar-
ron Cook, another of the 
group’s founders, who 
first proposed starting the 
100 Woolwich Women to 
her friends. “You can turn 
your $100 into $10,000 
in an hour. What better 

way for a charity to get a 
chunk of money?”

There are chapters of 
100 Women groups across 
Canada and the U.S., 
including in Waterloo 
Region, as well as related 
groups like the 100 Men 
Who Give a Damn. See-
ing the success of these 

organizations in their own 
communities, Cook pro-
posed starting a Woolwich 
collective to her friends 
at her book club, and the 
group jumped on the op-
portunity.

“I just thought it was 
a really great idea when 
Sharron presented it to 

us,” said fellow member 
Shannon Carbone. “I 
know myself I don’t have 
a whole lot of time. I have 
two kids, I’m busy run-
ning around, I have other 
commitments in my life, 
and this is just ... an hour 

CHEF’S TABLE/   
DIERRE ACHESON

RECIPE NOTES

The 100 Woolwich Women Who Care is seeking new members in the township to join ahead of their first-ever meeting next month. The local group’s cofounders include Donna Robertson, 
Sharron Cook, Leigh Rees and Shannon Carbone. [FAISAL ALI / THE OBSERVER]

Local women leverage their 
financial strength in numbers

Tel: (519) 669-1082  www.leroysautocare.net

Two locations in Elmira to serve you better
20 Oriole Parkway E.  |  47 Industrial Drive

Accredited 
Test & Repair Facility

At Leroy’s Auto Care we want to support 
our community and the businesses within 
it. To do so, this month make sure to visit 
us for your chance to win $100 to a local 
car detailer, Show Room Shine. Best of 
Luck! 

–Leroy’s Auto Care
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Kleensweep
Rugs and 
UpholsteryCarpet Care

COLLEEN

“A GOOD JOB DONE EVERY TIME”

T. 519.669.2033
Cell: 519.581.7868

•Mattress Cleaning
•Residential
•Commercial
•Personalized Service
•Free Estimates
West Montrose, ON

M&G
MILLWRIGHTS LTD.

• Design
• Installation
• Custom Fabrication

519.669.5105
1540 FLORDALE ROAD

P.O. BOX 247, ELMIRA

www.mgmill.com

MATERIAL HANDLING
& PROCESSING SYSTEMS

TOTAL
HOME ENERGY SYSTEMS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

11 HENRY ST. - UNIT 9, ST. JACOBS

YOUR OIL, PROPANE,
NATURAL GAS AND

AIR CONDITIONING EXPERTS

519.664.2008  

VERMONTCastings

SANYO CANADIAN
MACHINE WORKS INCORPORATED

33 Industrial Dr., Elmira 519.669.1591

Quality & Service
you can trust.

21 Industrial Dr., Elmira
519.669.2884 | martinselmira.com

Individual life insurance, mortgage insurance, 
business insurance, employee benefits programs,

critical illness insurance, disability coverage,

RRSPs, RESPs, RRIFs, LIFs and Annuities.

652 Waterbury Lane, Waterloo

NANCY 
KOEBEL
Bus: 519.744.5433
Home: 519.747.4388

Truck &
Trailer

Maintenance

Cardlock
Fuel

Management

24COMMERCIAL
FUEL DEPOT HOUR

CARDLOCK

25 Industrial Drive, Elmira

1 Year Anniversary
& Christmas Open House

Fri, Dec 7 & Sat, Dec 8

519-669-9919
charlene@bauerhearing.com

Education and Treatment

VacuumSales,
Repairs Service

9 Church St. E., Elmira

Everything Vacuum

All Makes & Models

519-669-8362
www.elmiravacuumelectrical.ca

SeSe

Monday - Friday, 9am-5:30pm  •  Saturday, 9am-3pm

psgingrich@hotmail.ca

It’s time to call your 
Welcome Wagon Hostess. 

New to the Community? 
Do you have a new Baby?

Elmira & Surrounding Area

SHARON GINGRICH   519.291.6763

COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR E-MAIL: ads@woolwichobserver.com

SUBMIT AN EVENT The Events Calendar is reserved for non-profi t local community events that are off ered free to the 
public. Placement is not guaranteed. Registrations, corporate events, open houses  and the like do not qualify in this section.

PLACES OF FAITH | A DIRECTORY OF LOCAL HOUSES OF WORSHIP WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE

NURSERY
PROVIDED

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

HEARING
ASSISTED

Woolwich

Healthy
Communities

healthywoolwich.orghealthywoolwich.org

The place to
get involved.
• Volunteer Opportunities
• Projects & News
• Sub-Committee updates

JANUARY 9

WOOLWICH SENIORS’ ASSOCIATION MONTHLY Book 
Club. Join us at the Woolwich Memorial Centre at 
10 a.m. This month’s book is “Barney’s Version” 
by Canadian author Mordecai Richler. For more 
information call 519-669-2643. Come on out and join 
the conversation.

JANUARY 9

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY DINING AT Calvary United 
Church, St. Jacobs at noon. Community Care Concepts 
invites you to join us for lunch, fellowship and 
entertainment, $12. Please Call 519-664-1900 by noon 
January 7 to sign up.

JANUARY 10

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Breslau Community Centre 
at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you to join 
us for a light lunch and fellowship, $7. Please call 519-
664-1900 by noon January 7 to sign up.

NEW HORIZONS GUEST SPEAKER, Karen Coviello.  We 
are a group for boomers, zoomers and seniors. Get 
informed, be inspired, socialize and have fun! Come 
join us at Maryhill Heritage Park Community Centre 
at 10 a.m.  Karen Coviello is the chief executive officer 
of Habitat for Humanity. Topic: Building Homes and 
Hope. Admission $2. 

EVERGREEN SENIORS’ FELLOWSHIP AT 10:30 a.m. at 
Woodside Church, Elmira. “If the sirens sounds...
emergency planning and preparedness/fire safety” 
with the Elmira Fire Department. Guitar and 
song: Vince Frey. Devotional thoughts: Pastor Ron 
Seabrook.

JANUARY 16

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Wellesley Community 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship, $7. Please 
call 519-664-1900 by noon January 14 to sign up.

JANUARY 16

YOUNG AT HEART CLUB. Join us for games and cards. 
Try Scrabble, Chinese Checkers, Balderdash etc. 
Maybe learn something new. Refreshments will be 
served. Bring a new member. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
St. Clements Community Centre.

JANUARY 21

SENIORS’ LUNCH CLUB AT Woolwich Memorial Centre, 
Elmira at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for a light lunch and fellowship, $7. Please 
call 519-664-1900 by noon January 17 to sign up.

JANUARY 23

SENIORS’ COMMUNITY DINING AT Linwood Community 
Centre at noon. Community Care Concepts invites you 
to join us for lunch, fellowship and entertainment, 
$12. Please call 519-664-1900 by noon January 21 to 
sign up.

JANUARY 26

SPAGHETTI DINNER & SALAD Bar at The Elmira 
Legion. Two sittings: 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Tickets can 
be purchased in advance at the Legion 519-669-2932. 
Adults $10; Children 5 -10 yrs. $4. Under 5 yrs. $2.

FEBRUARY 14

EVERGREEN SENIORS’ FELLOWSHIP. “MUSIC and 
Drama” with David and Nancy Seiling. Ventriloquists. 
“Valentine Memories”  Evergreen show and tell. Join 
us at Woodside Church, Elmira at 10:30 a.m.

47 Arthur St., S. Elmira • 519-669-3153
zionmenno.com

10: 45 am Worship Service

Zion Mennonite Fellowship
9:30 am Sunday School 

4522 Herrgott Rd., Wallenstein 
• 519-669-2319www.wbconline.ca

Discovering God Together

Jesus Is The True King

Sunday, Jan 6th

10:45 am

Speaker: Ron Seabrooke

 58 Church St. W., Elmira • 519-669-5123

Elmira
Mennonite

Church

Worship: 9:30am

Epiphany
Sunday

Jonathan Brubacher preaching

[ sundays 10:30am ]
www.ecelmira.com | 519.669.5030
2 First St W, Elmira

REACH WITH LOVE. TEACH THE TRUTH. SEND IN POWER.

 Rev. Paul Snow

Service at 10:30am

www.ElmiraAssembly.com (Across from Tim Horton’s)
290 Arthur St. South, Elmira • 519-669-3973

 

St. James
Lutheran
Church

60 Arthur St. S., Elmira
519-669-5591

10:00 am: Worship
Pastor: Hans J.W. Borch

Proclaiming Christ through 
Love and Service REACH OUT

Spread the word, 
advertise your service 
here every week.

To place an ad, or learn more, call Donna Rudy

519-669-5790 ext. 104519-669-5790 ext. 104
www.OBSERVERXTRA.com

REACH OUT.
KEEP FAITH ALIVE, ADVERTISE HERE.

GET THE 
WORD 

OUT
Send us your

upcoming
community and 

non-profit events 
for inclusion in the

calender!
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ACROSS
1. “The final frontier”
5. Drug cops, informants
10. English race place
15. Aquatic plant
16. Diffuse, spacey
17. Modern art museum 

in England
18. Rush drummer, Neil
20. Betelgeuse’s 

constellation
21. Our “mother”
22. Witch conveyance
24. “___ calls?”
25. Feeds cities
27. Like some humor
29. Draft
31. Baseball stat
32. Bit
35. Cleaner from spaceTM

37. She had “the face that 
launched a thousand 
ships”

39. Common Chinese 
surname

41. Not under, over or in, 
backwards.

42. Ammonia derivatives
45. Aspirations
46. Old timey ribbon
48. New Mexico art 

community
51. “___ rang?”
52. Cosmic bringer of

old age
53. Person of integrity

and honour
55. Samples or chairs.
56. Old timey hedonist
57. “Aquarius” musical
59. “Beetle Bailey” dog
60. Occupy a point in space
61. Personals, e.g.
63. Not much
64. Deep sleep
65. Appraiser

DOWN
1. Chucklehead
2. Commoner
3. Biology lab supply
4. Chocolate substitute
5. New
6. Rub
7. Archaeological site
8. Disgust, or sicken with 

sweetness. 
See “old lady perfume”

9. Juliet, to Romeo
11. Antares, for one
12. Where in the world is 

___ Sandiego?!
13. Aquatic mammal
14. 1943 conference site
19. Celtic neck ring
21. American symbol
23. Phobos, to Mars
25. Evil one
26. Seven-year ____
28. Ethically indifferent
30. Gentle neigh
33. Call to a mate
34. Sediment

36. Forbidden: Var.
38. C4H8O2, e.g.
40. Second densest body in 

the cosmos
43. “The War of the 

Worlds” base
44. Announce
47. “___ alive!”
49. “Gimme ___!” (start of 

an Iowa State cheer)
50. 1935 movie about her 

was so good, they 
made it again in 1965

52. Half-alright
53. Yo Yo __
54. “Hold it right there!”
58. “Way to go, lad!”
62. Kind of store
63. Trick taker, often; 

menacing orange 
buffoon, currently

2 cups broccoli florets
1-3/4 cups sodium reduced 
vegetable broth
1 cup corn kernels
175 mL (3/4 cup) shredded 
light old Cheddar cheese
1 Tbsp. chopped fresh parsley

In a large nonstick skil-
let, heat oil over medium 
heat and cook leek, garlic, 
red pepper and Italian herb 
seasoning for 5 minutes 
or until starting to soften. 
Stir in quinoa, broccoli and 
vegetable broth. Bring to a 
boil; reduce heat to low and 
cover and cook for about 
15 minutes or until quinoa 
is tender. Stir in corn and 

No broccoli? No worries. 
Use cauliflower instead. 
Swap peas for corn.

Quinoa and 
Veggie 
Casserole
2 tsp. extra virgin olive oil
1 leek, white and light green 
part only, thinly sliced
3 cloves garlic, minced
1 red, orange or yellow bell 
pepper, chopped
2 tsp. Italian herb seasoning
1 cup quinoa, rinsed

CHEF’S TABLE: A change from holiday fare
cook for 5 minutes.

Spoon mixture into small 
casserole dish and sprinkle 
with cheese and parsley. 
Bake in preheated 200°C 
(400°F) oven for about 10 
minutes or until cheese is 
melted.

Makes 6 servings.
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An African musical instrument morphs into detecting counterfeit drugs

ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Bill is a journalist, Rich holds a 
doctorate in physics. Together 
the brothers  bring you “Strange 
But True.” Send  your questions to 
strangetrue@compuserve.com.

OBSERVER CROSSWORD PUZZLER

STRANGE BUT TRUE / BILL & RICH SONES PH.D.

WEIRD
NOTES

HOW TO PLAY:
Fill in the grid so that every 
row, every column and every 
3x3 box contains the numbers 
1 through 9 only once. Each 
3x3 box is outlined with a 
darker line. We have got you 
started with a few numbers 
already placed in the boxes.

SUDOKU CHALLENGE

Q. The last massive 
expiration in the U.S. took 
place in 1998, predating 
Google and the Internet 
Age. A new expiration has 
just happened, eliciting 
both jubilation and a bit 
of dread. What is it? 
A. It’s copyright. In 1998, 
the year 1922 “slipped its 
copyright bond,” says Glenn 
Fleishman in “Smithsonian” 
magazine. Twenty-one years 
later, on January 1, 2019, 
all works fi rst published in 
the U.S. in 1923 entered the 
public domain, an unprec-
edented release which 
could have a huge impact 
on culture and creativity. 
Included in the release are 

Robert Frost’s poem “Stop-
ping by Woods on a Snowy 
Evening,” fi rst published in 
the “New Republic” in that 
year, as well as hundreds of 
thousands of books, musical 
compositions, paintings, po-
ems, photographs and fi lms. 
Think of it: “Any record label 
can issue a dubstep version 
of the 1923 hit ‘Yes, We Have 
No Bananas…’ any fi lm-
maker can remake Cecil B. 
DeMille’s original ‘The Ten 
Commandments’ and post it 
on YouTube.”

Those celebrating the 
release include “academ-
ics fearful of quoting from 
copyrighted texts, teachers 
who may be violating the 
law with every photocopy, 
and modern-day artists in 
search of inspiration.” Some 
others “dread seeing Frost’s 
immortal ode to winter used 
in an ad for snow tires.” Yet 

even ardent copyright ad-
vocates generally agree that 
after 95 years, it’s time to 
release the works.

“Much the same will 
happen every January 1 
until 2073,” Fleishman adds, 
“revealing long-overlooked 
works from the Harlem 
Renaissance, the Great De-
pression, World War II and 
beyond.” 
Q. How can face-match-
ing technology help 
women seeking eggs for 
in-vitro fertilization?
A. “An EGG bank in Spain 
is using face-recognition 
technology to match 
prospective parents with 
donors who look like 
them,” says Frank Swain in 
“New Scientist” magazine. 
Already, a donor’s ethnicity 
and hair and eye colors are 
recorded, but Ovobank pro-
vides more with its specially 

developed algorithm: From 
a photograph of the donor 
at the time of donation, the 
algorithm analyzes her face, 
recording key features; the 
prospective parent snaps 
her own smartphone picture 
and then can look for pos-
sible matchups. The idea is 
that getting a strong physi-
cal resemblance could make 
her feel closer to a child.

As Peter Claes of Bel-
gium’s Catholic University 
explains, “the forehead, 
eyes, nose and chin are all 
under strong genetic con-
trol,” so an algorithm match 
between donor and recipi-
ent is more likely to produce 
a baby with similar facial 
features to the recipient. Of 
course, he adds, the bigger 
the size of the database, 
the more likely it is to find 
someone similar.
Q. How did the mbira, an 

African instrument also 
known as a thumb piano, 
inspire a way to detect 
faulty drugs or diagnose 
kidney problems?
A. By distinguishing 
between liquids of diff erent 
densities, the inexpensive, 
handheld tool “could help 
identify counterfeit and 
contaminated drugs, which 
make up an estimated 10.5 
percent of all medications 
in low- and middle-income 
countries,” says Maria Tem-
ming in “Science News” 
magazine. Bioengineer 
William Grover kept the in-
strument’s wooden sound-
ing board and replaced the 
metal prongs with a hollow, 
U-shaped metal tube to hold 
the targeted liquid.

When the tube is plucked, 
viscous liquids produce 
lower-frequency notes than 
thinner liquids, so a user 

can have a website analyze 
the sound frequencies to 
detect differences too subtle 
to hear. “Comparing the 
frequency from a suspect 
liquid with that of a known 
sample can reveal whether 
the two have the same 
density, and thus the same 
ingredients.”

For example, the device 
was able to distinguish be-
tween glycerol — a common 
sweet syrup used in cough 
medicine — and diethylene 
glycol, a similar but poison-
ous syrup. Also, field clinics 
could use the sensor “to test 
the concentration of urine 
samples… for signs of dehy-
dration or kidney problems.”
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STONE & GLASS
BACKSPLASH

$497
REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99REG 9.99

from per sq ft

PLUS
NO TAX!

1362 VICTORIA STREET N.  KITCHENER 519.742.9188
MON-FRI 9AM-9PM SATURDAY 9AM-6PM SUNDAY 10AM-5PM

W W W . . C O M

    4 
DAYS 
ONLY!

ALL BACKSPLASH
NO TAX!!!

OVER 200 STYLES 
IN STOCK! 

THURSDAY 9-9
FRIDAY 9-9

SATURDAY 9-6
SUNDAY10-5

POLISHED 
BACKSPLASH

97¢
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from97from97 per sq ft

SQUARES
BACKSPLASH

$397
REG 11.99REG 11.99REG 11.99REG 11.99REG 11.99REG 11.99

from per sq ft

3X6, 4X12, 4X16
BACKSPLASH

$187
REG 3.79REG 3.79REG 3.79REG 3.79REG 3.79REG 3.79

from per sq ft

PLUS
NO TAX!

PLUS
NO TAX!

PATTERNED
BACKSPLASH

$297
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from per sq ft

PLUS
NO TAX!

PLUS
NO TAX!

PATTERNED
BACKSPLASH

$297
REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99REG 6.99

from per sq ft

PLUS
NO TAX!

iPad 2
16 GB

$9999
  reg.
$13999

iPad 4
32 GB

$22999
139

T420

$24999
  reg.
$299

i5 2540m 2.6 ghz 
8 gig x 320 gig 7 pro 

T430

$349  reg.
$399

i5 3320m 2 ghz 
8 gig x 500 gig 7 pro 

T440s

$599  reg.
$699

i7 4600u 2.1 ghz
8 gig x 160 gig SSD 10 pro

T450s

$699  reg.
$799

i7 5600u 2.6 ghz
8 gig x 256 gig SSD 10 pro

Lenovo
Thinkpads

APPLE
MacBook Air

$49999
  reg.
$54999

Intel i5 425ou, 1.3 ghz
4 gig x 128 gig SSD
11" screen • Mojave OS

LenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovoLenovo

APPLE
MacBook Air

$59999
  reg.
$69999

Intel i5 425ou, 1.3 ghz
4 gig x 128 gig SSD
13" screen • Mojave OS

Wow! $100 Off!

Laptops,
iPads,

MacBooks

Second
Location

920 St. David St. N.
FERGUS, ON
519-787-0006

$11999
From

$29999
From

$29999 $749$14999

APPLE
iPod 5G
Touch 16GB

Lenovo
Desktop PC

APPLE
iPad Air

32GB

Intel i3, 4GB, 250GB HD

HPProBook
15” Laptop
Intel i5, 4GB, 250GB HD

Dell Gaming
Laptop

Intel i5-6300HQ 8GB 1TB HD
4GB Geforce GTX-960 Video

$549

APPLE
MacBookPro

13”
Intel i5, 4GB, 320GB HD

reg.
$15999

reg.
$19999

reg.
$39999

reg.
$33999

519-669-5551 519-

112 Bonnie Cres. (at Union)
ELMIRA, ON
519-669-5551

Bring in your repairs or
call for on site service.

We fix all brands!

www.realitybytescomputers.com

commitment four times a 
year, so it worked for me.”

The 100 Women Who 
Care model of fundrais-
ing grew out of the U.S. 
in 2006, when a group of 
over 100 women in Michi-
gan banded together to 
buy baby cribs for a lo-
cal charity. Each woman 
agreed to donate $100 
to the cause, and in the 
course of a single meet-
ing were able to raise 
thousands in short order. 
The idea has since been 
adopted in communities 
across the continent.

“And the beautiful 
part is, people are so 
busy nowadays, so the 
big thing is the lack of a 
huge time commitment,” 
added Donna Robertson. 
Meetings are also a great 
chance for members to 
socialize and network as 
well, and have fun while 
raising a large amount 
of money and having a 
significant impact on the 
community, they point 
out.

“And it’s such a simple 
premise. It’s just simple 
math. We can make it 
happen, let’s do it,” said 
Cook. “And what a great 
windfall for a local char-
ity.”

Three charities are 
invited to attend the 
meetings and explain, 
in a brief presentation, 
why they would like the 
group’s donations and 
what they hope to do with 
the funds. After some 
socializing, the women-
members then get to vote 
for their choice of charity.

“So any charity that 
can provide a receipt to 
donors can be selected,” 
explained Rees. “And of 
the three, women that 
attend the meeting vote, 
and the charity with the 
most votes wins the eve-
ning and all that money is 
donated.”

Rather than collect 
money itself, the 100 
Woolwich Women group 
acts as the facilitator for 
donations and raising 
awareness. Members of 
the 100 Woolwich Women 
write their cheques di-
rectly to the charity itself, 
ensuring the charities are 
the sole recipients.

“All of the money goes 
to the charity. We collect 
the cheques, but we don’t 
collect the money. So the 
cheque gets handed over, 
and all of the expenses for 
the meetings are spon-
sored,” noted Cook. The 
winning charities are also 

invited back to future 
meetings to talk about the 
impact the donations had 
on their efforts – giving 
donors a real sense of how 
their money has benefit-
ted their community.

Besides additional 
members, the group is 
also looking for sponsors 
to host their meetings. 
Charities interested in 
receiving donations from 
the group are also being 
encouraged to reach out; 
so long as they operate in 
Woolwich Township and 
can provide receipts to 
donors, they are eligible 
to be nominated.

The group will be hold-
ing their first meeting on 
February 5, and organiz-
ers are encouraging any-
one interested to attend. 
Only members, however, 
will be able to cast their 
vote for a charity.

Those interested in 
joining the 100 Wool-
wich Women, or learning 
more about the group, 
can also do so online at 
www.100woolwichwomen.
ca, or by contacting them 
at 100woolwichwomen@
gmail.com. Membership 
forms are available on the 
website, as well as infor-
mation for charities and 
sponsors alike.

100 WOMEN: Getting ready to launch
FROM | 21
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